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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


Of  the  present  Volume,  which  forms  the  Register  for  the  half 
year,  ending  on  the  30rh  of  June,  1803,  it  would,  after  what  has  been 
stated  in  the  foregoing  Prefaces,  be  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing,  were 
there  not  now  omitted  a  few  of  those  heads,  which  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Supplementary  part  of  the  preceding  Volumes. 

The  cause  of  this  omission,  which  consists  chiefly  of  the  Naval 
and  Military  Promotions,  the  List  of  Patents,  the  List  of  New  Books, 
and  the  Account  of  Juridical  Proceedings,  is,  the  extraordinary  length 
of  the  Pubhc  Papers,  and  the  necessity,  which  their  importance  created, 
of  inserting  them  entire,  and  in  a  type  that  would  not  render  the  peru- 
sal of  them  painful.  In  the  next  Volume,  which  will  be  less  occupied 
with  Public  Papers,  there  will  be  room  for  most  of  the  heads  now  omit- 
ted; though,  as  to  some  of  them,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  determined  to  ex- 
clude them  altogether,  for  the  sake  of  admitting,  in  their  stead,  matter 
more  closely  connected  with  Politics  and  Political  CEconomy. 

The  Collection   of  Public  Papers,  relating  to  the  dispute  between 
England  and  France,  is  more  complete  than  any  other  extant,  either  in 
English,  or  in  French;  and,  besides  the  papers,  strictly  official,  there 
are  two  which  now  make  their  very  first  appearance  in  the  English  lan- 
guage; one,  entitled  ''^Observations   on  the  King  of  England's  Manifes- 
*^  /o,"  the  other,  "  the  King   of  Englamfs  Declaration,   accompanied 
"  vSith  Remarks r    Both  these  writings,  the  ktier  of  which  is  attributed 
to  the  pen  of  Mr.  Hautf.ive,  were  first  published  in  the  Moniteur; 
and,  therefore,  must  have  received  the  approbation  of  the  French  go- 
vernm.ent,  if,  indeed,  they  were  not  written  and  promulgated  under  its 
immediate  direction.     Be  this  as  it  may,  they  are  of  great  public  im- 
portance, not  only  because  they  treat  of  every  point  in   dispute,  bring 
to  light  many  facts  heretofore  not  publickly  known,  and  display  consi- 
derable  ingenuity  and  force  of  argument,  but  because  they  contain  the 
statements  and  the  reasoning,  on  which  the  French  government  has 
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rested  its  defence,  and  has  committed  its  cause  to  the  hands  of  the 
historian.  The  disrespectful  expressions,  made  use  of,  in  these  writings, 
towards  his  Majesty,  will,  undoubtedly,  excite  the  indignation  of  every 
British  reader;  but,  as  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that 
this  circumstance  will  not  materially  enfeeble  the  general  effect  of  these 
dangerous  productions,  which,  therefore,   should  ceitainiy  receive,  in 

some  shape  or  other,   an   answer   from  His  Majesty's  Ministers. 

Another  paper,  worthy  of  particular  attention,  is,  the  Memorial  deli- 
vered to  the  French  government,  by  Mr.  Livingston,  the  American 
Minister  at  Paris.  This  paper,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevail  on 
France  to  relinquish  the  settlement  of  Louisiana,  is  said  to  have  been 
the  work  of  Mr.  Jefferson  himself;  and,  it  fully  discovers  views, 
which  have  been  long  entertained  by  the  French  and  some  of  the 
American  politicians,  and  which  demand  the  serious  and  immediate 
consideration  of  the  British  government. 

It  being  the  plan  of  this  work  to  suffer  each  Volume  to  embrace  no 
historical  matter,  which  does  not,  for  the  first  time,  appear  before  the 
public,  during  the  months,  for  which  that  Volume  professes  to  be  a 
Register,  the  Parliamentary  Proceedings  and  Debates  are,  of  course, 
brought  down  only  to  the  30th  of  June  inclusive ;  but,  the  sequel  of 
these  Proceedings  and  Debates,  together  with  the  divers  Accounts  and 
a  List  of  the  Acts,  will  find  a  place  in  the  Supplement  to  the  next  Vo- 
lume, in  which  an  humble  attempt  will  be  made  to  abridge,  simplify, 
and  elucidate,  that  voluminous,  complicated,  and  confused  mass  of 
materials  called  Parliamentary  Accounts. 

To  alleviate  the  labour  of  reference,  in  a  work  of  such  bulk,  and  of 
an  almost  endless  number  and  variety  of  articles  and  of  subjects,  all  pos- 
sible aid  ought  to  be  afforded:  an  ample  Table  of  Contents  is, 
therefore,  prefixed  ;  and,  to  a  very  copious  Index  of  Matters  are 
added  an  Index  of  Names  of  Persons  and  another  of  Names  of 
Places,  from  all  which,  it  is  hoped,  great  assistance  will  be  de- 
rived. 

London,  July  1,  1803. 


13+ 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS, 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  for  the  Island  of  Sardinia  to  tlie  Maritime  Pre- 
fect at  Toulon,  relative  to  the  Slaves  liberated  by  the  Government  of  Algiers  9 

Note  from  the  Swedish  Minister  to  tlie  Deputation  at  Ratisbon,  relative  to  a  1  re- 
vision for  the  Ecclesiastical  Princes  -  "      ,      /  cr    \      v  ^ 

Protest  of  the  BailitFof  Ploen  against  the  Proclamation  of  the  Senate  ol  Lubeck 

Convention  concluded  between  Prussia  and  the  Batavian  Republic,  in  Nover.iber, 

Convention  between  Austria,  France,  and  Russia,   signed  at  Paris,  December  26, 

1802  -  -  -  "  "  '■  r>         I   Tr 

Articles  of  Apreement  for  the  Retention  of  the  Cape  o!  Good  Hope  -       ^  . 

Proclamation   issued   by   Lieut.  Gen.  Dandas,   on  the    Retention   of  the  Cape  oi 

Good  Hope  -  -  -  -  "  '  '  "J 

Oflicial  Papers  relative  to  Goree  -  "     .   .     "   ^      ^ ",     •  ,   a  ^r  •        "  5!"! 

Letter  from  the  Commandant  of  Senegal  to  the  Minister  for  Colonial  Aifairs  523 

Letter  from  the  Commandant  of  Senegal  to  the  British  Governor  at  Goree  52  + 

Letter  from  Col.  Frazer,  Gov.  of  Goree,  to  the  Commandant  of  Senegal  524 

Letter  from  M.  de  Busy  to  Sir  A.  Ball,  the  English  Minister  at  Malta  -  55& 

Answer  of  Sir  Ales.  Ball  to  M.  de  Busy,  the  Fr.  Commandant  at  Malta  _        -  SS^ 

Arre'eof  the  French  Gov.   relative  to  Foreigners  established  at  Martinique  and 

C/T'.  _  -  -  -  -  -  ~  -orb 

Authentic^plpers  relative  to  the  Rights  and  Claims  cf  the  People  of  Malta     .  "         673 
Representation  of  the  Deputies  of  Malta  and  Gozo  to  the  King  ot  Great  Britain  674 

Letter  from  the  Maltese  Deputies  to  Lord  Hobart,  on  their  arrival  in  London  0^9 

Memorial  presented  by  the  Maltese  Deputies  to  Lord  Hobart_  -  "         ^^^ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Maltese  Deputies  (o  their  Constuuents  -         G-- 

Declaration  of  War  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain  agamst  France  "  *  743 

Order  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  making  Reprisals  on  the  I  rench  Repuolic  75^ 

Col  Graham's  Address  to  the  Maltese,   exciting-  tlu-m  to  storm  Valetta  -  774 

Declaration  of  France,  relative  to  the  Rupture  with  England  ■  -         040 

Buonaparte's  Message  to  the  Legislative  Body,  relative  to  War  with  England  847 

Note  ti-om  the  Russian  Prime  Mmister  relative  to  the  Guarantee  of  Mai  a  b,3 

Original  Note  transmitted  by  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  Talleyrand,  relative  to  mc  ^ 

Guarantee  of  Malta  by  Russia  -  •  -  '  '         p 

T',!.  Talleyrand's  Ansv.'cr  to  the  above  Note  -  -  "  "         o.^ 

Proclamation  bv  the  King  of  England  as  Elector  of  Hanover  -  "  .       "^^ 

Order  for  an  Embargo  of  French  and  Dutch  Vessels  bound  to  Countries  occupied 

T^  1     t        ■  _  -  -  ~  oOO 

bv  the  French  Armies        -  -  "  .  ,       ^tt  o/- 

Lieut.  Gen.  Mortier's  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Electorate  o^  Hanover  867 

Letter  from  the  Maltese  Deputies  to  Lord  Hobart  on  their  Departure  f^om  London     .67 
Letter  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Mortier  at  Hanover  to  the  French  Minister  at  War  899 

Convention  signed  between  the  Deputies  6f  Hanover  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Mor  ler  900 

Note  presented  by  Mr.  Liston  to  the  Secretary  ot  State  to  the  Batavian  Re     bl.c       968 
Order  of  his  Britaimic  Majesty  f.r  making  Reprisals  on  the  Batavan  RepuWic  969 

Papers  relating  to  th£  Negotiations  carried  on  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  between  the  Conclusion  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  March  2,-,  1S02,  and  the  recall  of  x.ord  Whit- 
WORTH   FROM  Parts,  May    12,   1803.  -  -  "  '  ^^^ 

No.  r.     M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  May  23,  iSoa  -  -  "         yv^ 

2.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  M.  Otto,  May  24  -  -  *  "         99i 

3.  Extract  ot  a  Dispatch  from, Lord  St.  Helens  to  Lord  H^awkesbury,  Petj.r.-   ^  ^ 

burgh,  April  23  *      ,     .         - 

Vol,  I"-  ^ 


9V? 


TABLE  OF  COKTEKTS. 

No.  4.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  St.  Helens  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Peters- 
burgh,  May  7,   1802  --.__. 

5.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Merry,    June  ^  -  -  .  . 

'--     6.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Merry  to  Ld.  Haukcsburv,  Paris,  Tune  i; 

7.  Mr.  Merry  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,    yune  4  -      '        _  _ 

8.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Merry,    June  /o  ... 

9.  Mr,  Merry  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  June  17  -  .  . 
10,  M.  OHo  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  July  25  -  _  „  . 
ij.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  >,L  Ctto,  July  28           -              -              ,              . 

12.  Note  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  A uguit  17 

13.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Merrv,  Au-mst  28  °  -  -  . 

14.  Note  from  JNL  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  August  21 
.    ^    1;;.  Note  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  M.  Otto,  An2;ust  23 

16.  Extract   of  a   Dispatch  from   Mr.   Merry   to   Lord    Hawkesbury,    Paris, 

October   3  .  -  .  .  .  .  . 

17.  Note  Verbale  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  M.  Otto,  October  10 
38.     Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Moore,  October  10 

19.  Mr.  Moore  to  Lord  Haw^kesbury,  Constance,  October  31 

20.  Lord  tiavvkesbury  to  Mr.  Moore,  November  21;        - 

21.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Liston  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Hague, 
-V  October  13  -  .  .  .  .  „  ^ '  f  '  ,^20 
'<■■:  22.  Mr,  Lv^ton  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Hague,  October  20  -  -  1021 
K   23.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch    from   Lord  Havvke>bury   to"  Lord    Whitworth, 

November  30-  -  -  .  _  _  _jq^, 

24.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  St.  Helens  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Pe'ers- 

burgh,  July  20  --....  10.3 

'      25.     Extract  ot  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  St,  Helens  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Peters- 
burgh,  August  13  -  .  .  .  -  -  1025 
c     26.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the  Hon.  A.  Paget  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Vienna,  Julv  18  -  .  .  .  .  .    ^     j^^, 

'-    27.     Extract   of  a  Dispatch  from  the  Hon    A.  Paget  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Vienna,  August  22  -  .  .  .  .  .    '     ^^^i 

Guarantee  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  to  the  loth  Art,  of  the  Treaty, 
^  .of  Amiens  -  -  .  _  .  _  _    '^     lO'^j. 

28.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  fron:  Mr.  Casamr.jor  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Berlin, 

August    21  -  .  .  .  ,  -_!"->  H 

•      29.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Casamajor  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Berlin,  ^'^ 

August  31              -             _            .             .             .             -  -  10-^; 

30.     Extract  of  a  D.spalch  from  Mr.  Casamajor  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Berlin, 

Octooer  2              ----._  10-'- 

5T.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  iTom  Mr,  Jackson  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Berlin,  '^ 

November  25        -              -              .              .              .              -  -  102 C 

32,  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Garlike  to  Lord  Elawkesbury,  Peters- 

burgh,  Septem.ber  17         - 

33,  Extract  of  a  Drspatch    from   Sir  J.   B,  Warren    to    Lord   Hawkesbury, 

Petersburgb,  November  ;S  -  -  .  .  . 

34,  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from    Sir  J,   B,  V^arren    to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Petersburgh,  November  21;  -  _  .  .  _ 

Conditions  upon  which  the  Emperor  of  R  ussia  is  willing  to  accede  to  the 
Stipulations  of  the  icth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
3:;.     Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawke.bury,  Paris,  January  17,  1S03 

36.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Lord  Whitworth.  February  9  »  .. 

37.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawke.bury,  Paris, 

February  17-  _  .  _  _  j^  ■> 

-38.  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,  February  -  i  "  '- 

■39.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Lord  Whitworth,  February  2S  ,. 

40.  Eord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,  March  ' 

41.  Note  from  Gen.  Andreossi  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  I^iarch  10 
/,2.  Lord  V/hitworth  to  Lord  Havvkesbury,  Paris,  TJarch  12 

Note  Verbale  referred  to  in  No.  ^z  '  -   " 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Page 
hio.  43.     Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesburv,  Pans,  March  14?   1S03       -  1046 

44.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch    from   Lord  liawkesbury  to   Lord  Whitworth, 

March  i ;;  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1047 

45.  Note  from  Lord  Elawkesbiiry  to  Gen.  Andreossi,  IMarch  15 

46.  Lord  WhiUvorth  to  Lord  ILnvkesbury,  Paris,  March  17 

47.  Lord  Wiiilwoith  to  Lord  ELawkesbury,  I'aris,  March  iS 

48.  Lo;d  Hawkesbury  to  Loid  WliiLvvoMh,  Maich  2a 

49.  Lord  Hawkesbuiy  to  Lord  Whitworth,  April  3  -  - 
Note  from  Gen.  And-.eossi  to  Lord  Hawkesbuiy,  March  29 
Note  from  Loid  Elawkesbury  to  Gen   Andreo^s!,  April  3 

50.  Lord  PL.wkesburv  to  Lord  Whitworth,   April  4  -  - 
N>.te  delivered  by  Lord  Whitwoi  di  to  M.  de  Talleyrand 
Heads  of  an  Arrangement  between  his  Majesty  and  the  French  Go- 
vernment             .._..--- 

5r.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord   Whitworth  to  Lord   Hawkesbury, 

Paris,  April  7  .----- 

5'2.     Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbnry,  "Paris  April  7 

53.  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,  April  9         - 

54.  Extract  of   a   Dispatch   from  Lord  Whitworlh    to  Lord  Hawkesbur}', 

Paris,  April  14 
5^.     Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Lord  Whitwoith,  April  13 
c;6.     Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Lord  Whitworth,  April  13 

57.  Lord  Whitrtortlr  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,   vVpril  iS 

58.  Lord  Whitwoith  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,  April    18 

59.  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,  April  20 

60.  Lord  Elawkesbury  to  Lord  Whitworth,  April  23  -  - 

61.  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,    Paris,  April  23 

62.  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Pari^   /Vjuii  25 

64.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from   Lord   Vvhitworth   to   Lout   ELiwkesbary, 

Paris,  April  29  _.---- 

65.  Extract   of  a    Dispatch  from    Lord  Whitworth  to   Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Paris,   May  2       - 
Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  de  Talleyrand  demanding  his  Passports 

66.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch   from   Lord   Whitworth  to   Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Paris,  May  4.  __-..-- 

Note  from  M,  de  Tnlleyrand  to  Lord  Whitworth,   May  s 
Note  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  May  3 
Note  from  M.  de  Tallejjand  to  Lord  Whi'tworth,  May  3 

67.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from   Lord   Whitworth  to  Lord   Hawkesbury, 

Paris,  May  4- 
Note  from  M.  de  Talleyrand  to  Lord  Whitworth 

68.  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Lord  Whitworth.  May  7         - 
6g.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from   Loid  Whitwordi  to  Lord   Hawkesbury, 

Parii,  May  q- 
^o.     Extract  of  a   Dispatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to    Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Paris,  May  12 
Note  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  de  Talleyrand 
Projet  delivered  bv  Lord  Whitworth  to  M,  de  Talleyrand 
Note  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  de  Talleyrand 
Note  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  de  Talleyrand 
No!e  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  May  12 

71.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir  George  Rumbold  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Liauiburgh,  March  29  .  .  .  -  _ 

72.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Hill  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Copenhagen, 

April  2  ...-_-- 

Affe-s-dix    to    the    above  Papers,    consistjt';c   of  Offensive  Pafers 

PUBIISHED     BY    FrANCE,    &C.  .  _  -  -  - 

No.  I,     Sebastiani's  Report  to  the  First  Consul,  from  the  Monitcur  of  the  30th  of 
January,  1803 
2,     \'iew  of  the  Slate  of  the  French  P.cpublic,  publislicd  Feb.  22,  1803 

&    2 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Pag© 
No,  3.     M.  de  Tallayrand  to  Citizen  Fauvclet  at  Dublin,  Nov.  17,  1802         -         1 1 1 1- 
,     4.     Private  Correspondence.     Questions  to  the  Commercial  i\gents         -  liii 

,        5.     Article  in^prted  in  the  Hamburgh  Correspondcnten,  March  30,  1803  1112. 

", :      6.     Spiridion  Foresti  to  Lord  Havvkesburj,  Corfu,  Jan.  2,  1803  -  11 15 

Sebastiani  to  the  Delegate  of  Zantc  -  -  -  -  iii> 

M,  Roniieu  to  the  Vicar  General  of  the  Roman  Churches  at  Corfu  i  n6 

Additional    Papers    on    Subjects    convected    with    the    Negotia- 
tions   WITH    France:    laid    iiEroRE    pARLiAMtNT    at    different 
Times 
No.  I.     Extract  of  a   Dispatch  from   Mr.  Merrj'  lo   Lord   Hawkesbury,  Paris, 
June  17,   1802  -.,..- 

3.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch   from   Mr.  Merry  to  Lord   Hawkesbury,    Paris, 

June  23,   1802  --__-. 

3.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.   Merry  to    Lord  tlawkesbury,   Paris, 
July  5,   i8c2         --....- 
■;      4.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from    Mr.  Merry  to   Lord  Hawkesbury,    Paris, 
August  4,  i8c2     ---_._- 

5.  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  ?,Ierry  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris,  Sep- 

tember 20,   1802  -  -  -  -  '  - 

6.  Extract  of  a   Dispatch  from  Mr.  Merry    to  Lord  Hawkesbury,    Paris, 

Oct.  18,   1802       -  -  -  -  _         ,    . 

7.  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord   Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Merry,   May  20, 
"■:  1802  "---.... 

8.  Note  from  Mr.  Merry  to  M.  Tallevrand,  Paris,  May  2i,   1802 
-.       q.     Note  from  Mr.  Merry  to  M.  Talleyrand,  Paris    June   15,    1S02 
■        10.     Note  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  Mr.  Merry,    jane  iH,    1S02 

11.  M.  Tallevrand  to  Mr.  Merry,  1 2th  Messidor,  An  10 

12.  Note  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  Mr.  Merry,    12th  Thermidor,  An  10       - 
-  ..     13.     Appercu  fidele  de  I'Aifaire  du  Capitauie  de  Gauchy 
••       14.     Letter  from  Mr.  Merry  to  M.  Talleyrand,  Paris,  Sept.  20,  1802       - 

15.  Letter  from  Mr.  Merry  to  M.Talleyrand,  Paris,  Oct.  14,    1802      - 

16.  Note  from  Mr.  Merry  to  M.  Talleyrand,  Paris,  Oct.  22,    1S02 

17.  Copy  of  a    Dispatch  from   Mr.   Merry    to    Lord    Hawkesbury,   Paris, 

Oct,  25,   1802      --....- 

18.  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  WhiLwcrlh  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Paris, 

May  10,    iSo^- 
.;.    19.     Copy  of  an  Listraction  from  Lord  Hobnrt    to  Lieut.    Gen.   Dundas    at 

the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Oct.  17,    1802 
-      20.     Copy  of  Instructions  from  Lord  Hobart  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Dundas  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Nov.  i6,    1802        -  .  .  - 

21.  Letter  Irom  Mr.  King  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  May  15,    1S03 

22.  Letter  Irom  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King,  May  iQ,   1803 
Paper  referred  to  in  Mr.  Foresti's  Letter  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Jan.  2, 

1803  ----_.'_- 

Instructions  to  Lord  Willi  worth,  dated  Nov.  14,   1802 
Papers,  respecting    the  Restitution  of  certafn  coNauERED  Places, 

OKPERF.D    to   BE    PR  INTED,  Ma  Y   2^,    1803.  .  -  .  - 

Copy  of  His  Majesty's  Order   ibr  the  Restitution   of  certain  Islands  or  Settle- 
ments, &c.  ---.___- 

Copy  of  Ld.  Hobart's  Instructions, to  the  Governors  of  Surinam,  Berbice,  Deme- 

rara,  &c.  Oct.  17,  i8ca.  -        .     :. 

Copy  of  L<i  Hobart's  Instruction"  to  the  Governors  of  Surinam,  Berbice,  Deme- 

.rar^&?c,  Nov.  i  5,  1802. 


Papers  No.  i  to  3  inclusive,  presented  May,  24,  1S03. 

No.  I.     Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Mav  20,  iSoc: 


2.  Note  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  Lord  Whitwofth,  Mav  12,  1803. 

3.  Note  irom  Lord  Whitworfh  to  M.  Talleyrand,  Pans,  May  12,  i8o3. 
rs  respecting  the  continuance  of  the  French  troops  in  Holland,  ordered 


2. 

3-  

Papers  respecting  the  continuance  of  the  French  frooos  in  Holland,  oldcrcd  to  be 
praited,  May  25,  1S03. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Tare 


No.  I.     Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Listen   to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Hague 

Nov.   5,   1802.  -  -  -  -  '  "        Tr      "  ^'^^ 

S.     Extract  ot"  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Liston  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Hague. 

Nov.  12,  1802.  _  -  -  -  -        1137 

3.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Pans. 

Dec.  13,1802.  ,  .  -  -  -  -       1137 

4.  Dispatch  from   Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Pans.  Dec.  13) 

1802.  ..-----       1137 

5.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Liston  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Hague.  Jan. 

II,  1803.  -  -  -  -  ,   -  -  '        1137 

Papers  respecting  the  Guarantee  of  Russia,  ordered  to  be  printed,  May  26,  1803. 
No.  I.     Letter  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to   Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  January  29,   1803.   113S 
2.     Note  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Count  A.  Woronzotf,  January  29,  1803.   a  140 
papers  respecting  Commercial  Agents  from  France,  ordered  to  be  printed,  June  i, 

1803. 

No,  I.     Letter  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  May  23,  1802,  -  -  1142 

2.  "Letter  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  M.  Otto,  May  24,  1802.  -  -  ir43 

3.  Letter  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  June  24,  1802.           -          -  1145 
M.  Coquebert  Montbrct's  Commission  as  Commercial  Agent  at  London.  1 145 

4.  Letter  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  September  15,  1802.         -  1 144. 
Citizen  Peter  Chepy's  Commission  as  Commercial  Agent  at  Jersey,   &c.  1144 

5.  Note  from   Lord  Hawkesbury  to  M.  Otto,  September  18,  1802-  -  114; 

6.  Letter  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  Gen.  Andreossy,  9th  Ni\'6se,  An.  11.    -  1 146 

7.  Minute  of  a  Verbal  Communication  iVom  Lord   Hawkesbury  to  Gen. 

Andreossy,  June  i  r,  1803.  -----        T146 

8.  Memorandum  respecting  the  Commercial  Agents,  June  r,  1803.      _    -        1147 
Papers  respecting  the  .Maltese  Deputies  and  M .  Chepy,  ordered  to   be  printed, 

]unc  6,  iSo^.  _-------       1147 

No.  "i.     Letter  from  the  Maltese  Deputies  to  Lord  Hobart,  March  i,  1802.       -       1147 

2.  Letter  from  the  Maltese  Deputies  to  Lord  Hobart,  April  2,  1802.        -       115a 

3.  Minute  of  the  Measures  taken  respecting  M.  Chepy  -  -       1150 
Off/cial   Papers  om  Subjects    co^tNECTEO  v.mth  the  Premmikasy  and 

DfiFiNiTivE  Treaties,  and  the  late  Negotiations  betweek 
Great  Britain  and  the  French  Republic.  Publislied hy  Order  of  tlie 
fteiich  Gcrverti.'Ki^it  -  -  -  -  -  -  -11  ^O 

Part  i. l/je  Prelifnhie.ries  of  Lo',iJon:  containing., 

Buonaparte's  Letter  to  ibe  King  of  England,  5th  Nivose,  Year  8  -  -       ii^i 

Letter  trom  Lord  Grenville  to  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign  AtTairs,  January  4, 

1800-  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  -       115a 

Note  from  Lord  Grenville  to  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Jan.  4,  iSoo   1153. 
Note  from  M,  Talleyrand  to  Lord  Grenville,  28th  Nivose,  Year  8  -         -       1154 

Note  from  Lord  Grenville  to  M.  Talleyrand,  January  20,  1800  -  -        1156 

Note  from  Lord  Minto  to  the  Austrian  Minister,  August  8,  1800  -  -        u  i;8 

Note  from  M.  Otto   to   Lord  Grenville,  6th  Fruclidor,  Year  8  -  -        1I38 

Project   of  an  Armistice  between  the  Freixh  Republic  and  Great  Britain,  as  pro- 
posed by  France  -  -  -  -  -  -  "^-59 

Note  from  Lord  Grenville  to  M.  Otto,  August  29,  1800  -  ^-  -        1160 

Oliicial  Answer  of  the  French  Government  to  the  above  Note,    17th  FrucUdor, 

Years  -  -  -  - ^i^i 

Reply  of  the  English  Government  to  fhe  above  Official  Answer,  Sept.  7,  1800  ii6a 

Counter-Projet    of    an    Armistice   between    the  French    Republic     and    Great 

Britain  -  -  -  -----        ri6^' 

Note  from  M.  Otto  tn  Lord  Grenville,  24lh  Fructidor,  Year  8  "       .     .    '        ^^^7 

New  Projct  for  an  Armistice  between  the  French  Republic  and  Great  Britain  iibz) 

Note  from  Lord  Grenville  to  M.  Otto,  in  reply  to  the  New  Projet,  Sep.  20,    1800  11 71- 
Note  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Grenville,  ist  Vendemiairs,  Year  9  -  -1174 

Lord  Grenville  s  Reply  to  the  above  Note,   September  25,  1800  -  -       11  77 

Note  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  AL  Otto.  March  21,  I  Sot  -  -         -        1179 

Note  from  M    Otto  to  Lord  Ha\vkesbary,  in  reply,  i2l;h  Germinal,  Year  9         -        11 79 
Lord  Flawkcsbury's  An^\\er  lo  the  above  Note,  April  2.  iSoi  -  -       iiSo 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Page 

Sketch  of  the  Preliminaries  of  Pacification  proposed  by  Lord  Hawkesburv  to  M. 

Otto  -  -  -  .  .  '.  .  -  "       -       1180 

Note  Irom  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesburv,  I2th  Prairia]',  Year  9  -  -        1181 

Nute  from  Lord  Havvkesbury  to  M.  Otto,  in  reply,  June  6,  1801  -  -        1182 

Note  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesburv,  26th  Prairial,  Year  9  -  -        1 183 

Note  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  27th  Prairial,  Year  9  -  -        1 185 

Note  from  Lord  Hawkesburv  to  M.  Otto,  in  reply,  June  2  q,  1800         -  -        1186 

Paper  transmitted  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  by  M.  Otto,   in   answer  to  the  above,  2i,st 

Messidor,  Year  9--  -  .  _  _  _  -riSS 

Note  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  AT.  Otto  in  reply  ,  -  .  _        ngn 

Note  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  itli  Therraidor,  Year  9  -  -        iigi 

Official  Answer  to  the  above  Note,  August  5th  1 801  -  -  -       -        ug- 

Note  trom  M.  Otto,  to  Lord  Havvkesbury,  20th  Thermidor,  Year  9  -  -        i  ig^ 

Note  trom  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  M.  Otto  in  reply,  August  14,  180 1  -  -        1195 

A  Written  Account  of  a  Conference  held  the  20th  of  September,  iSoi,  between 

His  Excellency  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  M.  Otto  .  _  _        ijq5 

Letter  from  M.  de  Talleyrand  to  Citizen  Otto,  24th  Fructidor,   Year  9  -        1204 

Note  from  Lord  Havvkesbury  to  iM.  Otto,  September  22,    iSoi  -  -        1206 

Fart  2.-  Treaty  of  yhmem  :  contahiino-^ 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  12th  of  Jan/1802— Fortifications^of  Malta  -        185S 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  13th  Jan.— Malta— Order  of  St.  John  of  ferusalem    1838 
■  Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  18th  Jan.— Malta— States  of  Barbary— Order  of  Saint 

John  of  Jerusalem  -  --._._        i860 

Protocoj  of  the  Sitting  of^the  19th  Jan.— St.  Pierre,  and  Mique'on— Newfoundland 
— Malouine  Lles; — Neutrality  of  Fisiiers — Salutes  at  Sea — Sequestrations — 
Augmentation  of  French  Territory  and  Commerce  in  India— ice.        -         -        1862 
Protocol  of  the  Silting  of  the  27th  Jan.- Treaty  of  Peace,  &:c.  -  -        i86r 

Protocolof  the  Siltijig  of  the  28th  Jan.— C.5pe  of  Good  Hope  -  -        1868 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  cd'Feb.— Malta— Neapolitan  Garrison  -        1868 

ProtocoL  of  the  Sitting  of  the  4th  Feb— Malta-Order  of  Saint  fohn  -         -       1869 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  nth  Feb.— Prince  of  Orange— Newfoundland— St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon— French  Possessions  in  India — Declaration  relative  to 
the  Fisheries  ----..._        i86q 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  iSth  Feb.— Malta— Order  of  St.  John— Neapolitan 

Garrison,  &c.  -  -  -  .  .  .  .  -18 ro 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  iSth  Feb— Ottoman  Porte— King  of  Tuscany— Oliven- 

za — King  of  Naples — Piedmont  -  -  .  .  -        iS''* 

Protocolof  the  Sitting  of  the  19th  Feb.— Malta— Neapolitan  Troops— Guarantee 

— Swiss  Version — Neapolitan  Vcr.>ion  -  .  .         .  -187"" 

Protocol  of  the  Sittingof  the  2  ist  Feb.— Ottoman  Porte— King  of  Etruria— Italian  ^ 

Republic — Republic  of  Genoa  -  -  .  _  _        jgg^ 

Protocol  of  tlic  Sitting  of  the  6th  March— Malta— Neapolitan  Garrison— Order  of 
Saint  John— Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  French  Republic,  the  King  of  Spain 
and  tlie  Indies,  and  the  Batavian  Repub'ic  -  -  -  .        iggi 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  6th  March— Malta— Neapolitan  Garrison  -        1890 

Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of  the  yth  March— Ottoman  Porte— Ottoman  Ambassador 

—Portugal  -  - -        1S93 

Note  irom  Citizen  Joseph  Buonaparte  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  Amiens,   March  10  1895 

Note  from  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Citizen  Joseph  Buonaparte,  Amiens,  March  11  iSq; 

Note  from  Citizen  Joseph  Buonaparte  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  Amiens,  March  19  iRg6 

Note  from  M .  de  Talleyrand  to  Lord  Whitworth,  Paris,  4th  Germinal,  Year  11  1994 

Note  from  M.  de  Talleyrand  to  Lord  Whitworth,  Paris,  9th  Germinal,  Year  11  190^ 
Note  from  Lord  Whitworth  lo  M.  de  Talleyrand  in  rejdy,  Paris,  April  c  -  jgor 
Note  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  Paris,  April  7  -         ..         -        1906 

Observatioins  on  the  Manifesto  of  the  King  of  England.   Froj^   the  Mo- 

NITEUR   OF  THE   7TH   OF  June,    1805 IQOQ 

Declaration  of  the  King  of  England,  accompanied  with  Observa- 
tions.   FrvOM  theMonitlui;  OF  the  I2TH  OF  June,  1803         -         -       19-g 


TABLE  OF  CONTENDS. 

FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS.  Pag«j 

Buonaparte's  Address  to  the  Helvetic  Deputies,  published  at  Paris,  Dec.  28,  180a  14 
Decree    ol"  the    French   Consuls  relative  to   the  Establishuient  of  Ciiambers   of 

Commerce  -  -  "  -  -  ~."  "  ^'^ 

Decree  of  tlic  French  Consuls  relative  to  the  Duty  on  Foreign  Muslins.        -       -  16 

Proclamation  of  the  Colonial  Prefect  of  Saint  Domingo,  November  2,  1802       -  78 

Letter  from  Gen.  Boyer  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  on  the  Death  of  Gen.  Leclerc  79 

Letter  from  the  Capt.  Gen.  of  Guadaloupe  to  the  French  Mii>ister  of  Marine  112 

Letter  irom  Rear  Adm.  Villeneuve  at  Cayenne  to  the  French  Minister  of  Marine  113 
Notice  to  the  Masters  of  American  Vessels.     Dated  American  Consulate,  Jan. 

24,180^  - -      1^7 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Congress,  Dec. 

i),  1802  -  -  -  -  -  -  .  -        136 

Proclamation  of  the  Governor  and   Council  of  Essequebo   and  Demerara,   Dec. 

22,   1802  -  -  -  -  -  -  .  -  -       14"^ 

Remonstrance  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Authorities  of  Constance  against  an  Ar- 
ticle in  the  Moniteur  .-.----        141 

Letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  French  National 

lustitute  -  -  -  -  -  -  --i8i 

Decree  of  tlie  French  Government  relative  to  the  Port  and  Commerce  of  Rouen, 

Jan.   23,   1803.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -i8r 

Sebastiani's  Report  to  the  First  Consul  of  France,  frcun  the  Moniteur,  Jan,  30,  1803     215 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  to  the  Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Nov.  29,  1S02  ...----       240 

Resolutionsof  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  Dec.  i,  1S02  240 
Memorial  of  the  Senate,  &c.  of  Kentucky  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  -  241' 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Dec.  22,  1802  ..------       241 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Dec. 

21,  1802  -  -  -  -  -  -  -__-       241 

Extract  from  a  Publication  by  Juan  Ventura  Morales,   Intendant  of  Louisiana, 

Oct.  16,  1802  -  -  -  -  -  -  -         -       24i 

Letter  from  W.  C.  Clairborne  to  the  Governor  Gen.  of  Louisiana,  Oct.  28,  1802  243 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  to  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States.  Nov. 

30,  1S02  -  -  -  -  „  -  .       244. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  t>om  Messrs.  Meeker,  to  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  Oct. 

18,  1802  -  -  -        .       -  -  -  -  -       244 

Orders  ofthe  Commander   in  Chief  of  the  French  Army  in   St.  Domingo,  Dec. 

4,  1802  -  -  -  ""'■.""       ^44 

Letter  from  Gen.  Boyer  to  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  Colonies,  Domingo  -  245 
Letter  from  Gen,  Ney  to  C.Mohr  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Berne,  Feb.  9,  1803  273 
Proclamation  permitting  the   Importation   of  Wares,  &c.    in  Foreign  Bottoms, 

Domingo  -  -  -  -  -  -  "---74 

Letter  from  Gen.  Boyer  to  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  and  Colonies,  Domingo     - 
View  of  the  State  ofthe  French  Republic,  presented  to  the  Legislative  Body,  Feb. 

22,1803  ■-■  -  -  -  -  -  -         ..-       3^^ 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States  on  Countervailing 

Duties,  &c.  -      .      -  -  -  -  -  -  -       379 

Statement  ofthe  Exports  of  the  United  States  from  1798  to  1799  -  -       384 

Statement  ofthe  Imports  of  Goods  into  the  United  States  sul-ject  to  Duties,  &c,  384 

Exports  from  America  to  the   European    States    of  Great   Britain    and   France, 

for  1802  -  -  -  --■•-,.-     384 

Proclamation   addressed  by  the  Landamman   of   Sv.'itzerland,    to   the   Nineteen 

Cantons  -  -  -  -  -  -.  "  -426 

Proclamation  of  the  Government  ofthe  Batavian  Republic  relative  to  Trade  and 

Navigation  -  -_.----        426 

Decree  of  the  Colonial  Prefect  of  Martinico,  relative  to  tlie  Duties  on  French  and 

Foreign  Merchandize  -  -  -  -  -  -       5°^ 

Decree  ofthe  Batavian  Legislature  relative  to  the  Repayment  oi  the  Re.^crlptions     503 


274 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

French  Manifesto  Inserted  in  the  Hamburgh  Correspondent!,  March  30,  1S03  C27 

Decree  of  the  French  Government  relative  to  the  Town  of   Flushing,  March 

31,  1803  -  -  ..  -  -  -  .  -       562 

Letter  from  the  Marquis  deCasa  Yrajo  to  the  Sec.  of  the  United  States,  Washing- 
ton, March  10,  1803  -----..       624, 

Orders  issued  at  Hanover,  addressed  to  the  Magistrates,  May  3  I,  1803  -       -       901 

Circidar  Letter  from   the  Fir>t  Consul   to  tlie  Cardinals,  Archbishops,  &:c,  June 

7,  1803  -  --  --  -  -  -        goi 

Circular  Letter  from  the  French  Minister  of  the  Interior  respecting  Flat-Boats,  Sic. 

June  1 1,  1803  ----...,       g-(5 

Arrete  of  the  First  Consul,  prohibiting  the  Importation  of  British  Merchandize, 

June   20;    1803  ---_--_.  gyQ 

Notice  from  the  American  Consulate  relative  to  American  Vessels,  June  27,  1803     071 
Papers  relative  to  the  Affairs  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Stanley,  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  North 
Carolina  to  his  Constituents,  containing  a  Review  of  the  Proceedings  of 
Congress,  with  respect  to  the  Violation  on  the  Part  of  Spain,  of  the  Treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  King  of  S'pain,  &c.  -  -  -        iqS6 

List  of  Acts  parsed  during  the  2d  Session  of  the  7th  Congress  of  the  United  States 

of  America  --.--__..       2006 

Report  laid  before  the  House  of  Rcprescntafives,  on  the  i6tli  Dec.  1802,  by  tiie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  concerning  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the 
United  States  >'-_--._       2006 

Statement  of  the  Lands  sold  in  the  Districts  of  Cincinnati,  Steubenville,  Chllicothe, 
and  Marietta,  shewing  the  Monies  paid  thereon,  and  the  amount  due,  on  the 
1st  November,   1802  -  -  -  -  -  -  -2013 

Statement  exhibiting  the  Amount  of  Revenue  accrued  on  account  of  Duties  on  Im- 
portations, for  each  Quarter,  from  the  ist  of  Oct.  1800  to  ti,e  3clh  Sept.  1802    2014 

Statement  giving  an  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners   of    the 

Sinking  Fund  -  -  -  --  -  --201C 

Report   laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Commissioners   of  the 

Sinking  Fund,  on  the  ;th  Feb.  1803  -  -  -  _  .       2016 

Report  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives,   by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 

sHry,  respecting  the  Fisheries  of  the  United  States,  on  the  29th  Jan.  1803      -       2021 

Absfrtict  of  the  Quantity  of  Fi-h  exported  from  the  United  States,  the  amount  of 
Bounties  and  Allowances  paid;  also  the  Tonnage  of  Vessels  emjdoyed  in  the 
Cod  and  Whale  Fhsheries,  and  Duties  accruing  thereon,  for  the  Years  1791  to 
1800  inclusive  -  -  -  -  -  ._.       2021 

Report  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, respecting  the  Tonnage  of  tlie  United  States,  on  the  Htli  Feb.  1803      -       2023 

A  Memorial  on  the  Question,  "  Whether  it  be  advantageous  for  Franco  to  take 
Possession  of  Louisiana?''  Presented  to  tlie  French  Government  by  Mr.  Li- 
vingston, the  American  Minister  at  Paris  ....        2023 

An  Agreement  between  the  Senecca  Indians  and  a  Company  of  Dutch  Merchants, 

for  tlie  Sale  of  Lands  in  Ontario  County,  in  the  State  of  New  York  -       2041 

Reply  of  Mr.  Adams,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  to  some  Gentlemen   who 

congratulated  him  on  the  Anniversary  of  his  Birth-Day  -  -       2044 

Extracts  from  American  Papers,  relative  to  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the 
Countries  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  and  also  relative  to  the  Exports  from 
Canada  -  -  ---.-.       20'<.6 

Examination  of  the  Opcatlon  of  the  American  Discriminating  and  of  the  British 

Countervailing  Dutipf;  -  -  _  ...       2047 

Memorial  of  the  Philadelplfia  Cliamber  of  Commerce  to  Congress,  against  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Discriminating  Duties  -  -  _  _        20'''' 

Memorial  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  Congress,  against  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Discriminating  Duties  -  _  .  _       20'6 

On  the  Cultivation  a>ij  Manufacture  of  Cotton  ia  America  -  -         -       2059 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

PARLIAMENTARY  MINUTES,  PAPERS,   and  DEBATES, 

FftoM  Thursday  THE  3D   of  February,    (the    Day   the   Houses   met  after. 

THE   Christmas    PvECess),    to    Thursday    the    3oth    of  June,    1^03,    in- 
clusive. 
Minutes  of  Proceedings,  from  3d  to  8th  February  _  .  -  -       183 

Minutes         .  -  .         gth  to  161I1  February  -  _  .       247 

Message  from  His  Majesty  relative  to  the  Affairs  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales       248 
^Minutes  of  Proceedings,  from  17th  to  zzd  February  _  .  -  283 

Minutes  ...  23d  February  to  3d  March        -  -  -  339 

OHicial  Communication,  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  "Wales  -  3-40 

Minutes  of  Proceedings,  from  4tli  to  9th  Murch  .  .  ,  -  40Z 

Message  from  his  Majesty  relative  to  Military  Preparations  in  the  Ports  of  France 

and  Holland        -'-  -  --  -  -  -  4°3 

Minute:  of  Proceedings,  from  9th  to  I  qth  March  .  -  -  -  427 

Message  from  his  Majesty,  tor  drawing  out  and  embodying  the  Militia  -  427 

Munites  of  Proceedings,  irom  15th  to  30th  .March       .  -  .  -  506 

Message  from  his  Majesty  relative  to  Sir  Jame>  Saumarez,  Bart.      -  •  C09 

Minutes  of  Proceedings,  from  31st  March  to  26th  April  -  -  067 

Minutes         -         -         -  28th  April  to  ist  June        «  .  -  810 

Message   from   his   Majesty   announcing   the    Recall  of  Loxd   Whitvvorth    from 

Paris,  &c,  -  -  -  -  -  -'813 

Message  from  his  Majesty,  for  raising  and  enrolling  the  Supplementary  Militia  817 

Minutes  of  Proceedings,  from  2J  to  7th  June  ...  869 

Resolutions   moved   by   Earl   Fitzwilliani,   on   the   Misconduct  of  his  Majesty's 

Ministers  -  -  .  .  _  -  869 

Resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  P;\tten,  on  the  Misconduct  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers         870 
Further  Resolutions  on  the  Misconduct  ot  ids  Majesty's  Ministers,  moved  by  Earl 

Fitzvvilliam  -  -  -  -  -  -873 

Minutes  of  Proceedings,  from  8th  to  1 3th  Jane  .  -  -  ^03 

Muuiles         ...         i^ih  (o  3oth*June  .  -  -  971: 

Message  from  his  Majesty,   for  raising  and  a  sembling  a  large  additional  Force  9-72 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  Feb.  7,  on  the  Bank  P.estriction  Bill — Mr.  Addington — ■ 

Mr.  Tierney — Mr.  Fox — Mr.  Bankes— Lord  Hawkesbury — Sir    Francis  Ba-       •   ' 

ring— Mr.  Addington— Air.  Vansittart         -  -  -  .-  1233 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  Feb.  11,  on  the  Militia — Mr.  Yorke  -  -  1246 

Debate  in  the  Commons,   Feb.  11,  on  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill — Mr.  Addington 

—Mr.  Percival— Mr.  Eankes— Mr.  Prinsep— Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Thornton 

— Mr.  Addington        ...---  1247 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  Feb.  17,  on  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill— Lord  Pelham— Lord 

King — Lord  Auckland — Earl  Moira — Lord  Pelham — Lord  Auckland 
Debate  in   the  Commons,  Feb.  21,  on   the  Dismissal  of  Mr.  Marbhall— Sir  W. 

Elford         -...-.-         126a 
Debate  in  the  Lords,  Feb.  22,  on  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill — Lord  Pelham — Lord 

King — Lord  Suffolk — Earl  Moira — Earl  of   Westmorland — Lord  Auckland 

—Lord  Grenville— Lord  Sheffield  .  -  -  -  1283 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  Feb.  23,  on  the  Establishment  of  his  Royal  Highness 

the  Prince  of  Wales— Mr.  Addington— Colonel   Stanley— Mr.  Addington — 

Mr.  Harrison — Mr.  Sutton — Sir  R.  Milbanke — Mr.  Harrison~T-ord   Castle- 

reagh— Mr.  Sheridan — Mr.  Addington — Mr.  Sheridan— Mr.  Addington — Mr. 

FoN — Mr.  Fuller — Mr.  Bankes  _  .  -  -         1307 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  Feb.  25,  on  the   Establishment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales — 

Lord  Pelhaai — Earl  of  Carlisle — Earl  Moira  -  '       -  -  1307 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  Feb.  25,  on  Finance— Lord  Auckland — Lord  Grenville  1308 

Debate  in   the  Commons,  March  2,  on  the  Irir,h   Revenue — Mr.  Corry — Colonel 

Bagwell— Mr.  Corry— Mr.  J.  Latouche— Mr.  Corry— Mr.  Addington       -  1310 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  3,  on  the  Militia  Training  Bill— Lord  Ilobart— Duke 

of  Montrose— Lord  Hohurt        -  -  -  -  -  1316^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March    4,  on   the  Prince  of  Wales'  E;t^blishment — 

Mr.  Ca!craft~~Mr.  Er:km<;— Mr.  Fuller— Sir  R,  Buxton— Mr.  Curvven— i)/i'-,        ..- 
Vol.  IU.  k 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Page 


HilliHrd— Mr.  Johnstone— Mr.  H.  Lascelles— Sir  W.  Geary— Mr.  Dent- 
Mr.  Burdoii  — Mr.  Tierney— Mr,  Ad<liiiglon— Mr.  Fox— Col.  Gro^venor — 
Sir  W.  W.  Wynne — Lord  Stanley— Mr.  Addington— Mr  Erskine— Mr.  Can- 
ning—Mr. Fuller— Mr.  Golding— Mr.  Sheridan— Lord  Hawkesbury—Sir  J. 
Wrottesley— Mr.  W.  Smith— Lord  Castlereagh         -  -  -  i3 

De'-ate  in  (he  Commons,  March  7,  on  the  IrLsh  Revenue— Mr.  Corry— Col.  Bag- 
well—Mr.  Corry— Col.  Bagwell— Mr.  Corry  -  .'  -  13 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  7,  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales — 
Mr.  Kinnaird— Sir  W.  Dolbcn— Col.  Stanley— Mr.  Addington— Sir  W.  Dol- 
ben— Mr.  Martin— Mr.  Sheridan— Sir  W.Dolben     -  -  -13 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  9,  on  the  King's  Message  relative  to  Military  Pre- 
parations in  the  Ports  of  France  and  Holland— Lord  HoLart — Earl  Spencer 
— Lord  Grenvilie — Earl  Moira — Earl  of  "Weslmcrland— Lord  Auckland  13 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  9,  on  the  King's  Message  relative  to  Military 
Preparations  in  the  Ports  of  France  and  Holland— Mr.  Addington — Mr. 
Fox — Lord  FIa.'Akesbury — Mr.  Windham — Mr.  Sheridan— Mr.  Windham — 
Mr.  Canning— Mr.  Addington— JMr.  T.  Grenvilie— Mr.  Percival— Dr.  Lau- 
rence -  -  -  -  -  _  -13 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  ir,  on  (he  A  flairs  of  Swisserland — Lord  Minto  13 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  11,  on  the  Mesne  Process  Bill— Earl  Moira— Lord 
Ellenborough — Lord  Alvanley  -  -  .  -  13 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  11,  oh  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  his  Majesty 
—Mr.  Serjeant— Mr.  Francis— Mr.  Addington  — Mr.  Dent — Mr.  Fox— Mr. 
Francis— "Mr.  Burroughs— Lord  Hawkesbur) — Mr.  Fox— Lord  Hawkesbury 
— r^Ir  Elliot— Mr.  Canning— Sir  W.  Pulteney— -Mr.  Trench— i\L-.  S.  Thorn- 
ton—  Mr,  Canning — Mr.  Dent  .  -  .  -  ^3 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  Maich  14,  on  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Annuity  Bill— Lord 
Pelham— Earl  Moira— Earl  ot  Carlisle— Earl  Darnley— Duke  of  Norfolk  — 
Earl  of  Carnarvon— Lord  Pelham— Earl  Moira— Earl  of  Sutfolk 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  14,  on  the  Middlesex  Election— Mr.  Sheridan — 
Sir  R.  Buxton — Mr.  Sheridan— Mr.  Bragge — Mr.  Fox 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  14,  on  the  India  Budget— Lord  Castlereagh — 
Mr.  Johnstone— Lord  Castlereagh— Mr.  Addington— Sir  FL  Inglis— Mr, 
Fjancis— Lord  Castlereagh- Mr.  W.  Dundas— Sir  F.  Baring— Lord  Castle- 
reagh— Mr.  Aletcalfe  -  _  _  _  . 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  15,  on  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Annuity  Bill— Earl  of 
Carlisle— Lord  Pelham— Earl  of  Carlisle— Lord  Eldon 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  15,  on  the  Irish  Militia— -Mr.  Wickham— Mr. 
Elliot- Mr.  Vv'ickham— Mr.  Yorke— Sir  L.  Parsons— Mr.  Fitzgerald— Gen. 
Tarleton— Mr.  Elliot— Mr.  Percival— Mr.  Leigh— Col.  Bagwell 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  16,  on  the  F^rivolous  Arrest  Bill— Earl  Moira— 
Lord  Eldon  --_,.. 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  16,  on  ilie  Irish  Post  Otlice  Bill— Lord  Auckland — 
Lord  Eldon  — Earl  of  Limerick  —  Lord  Auckland  —  Lord  Eldon  —  Lord 
Carieton  -_..._ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  16,  on  the  Nottingham  Election— Mr.  H,  Browne 
—Mr.  Fox— Mr.  Bond— Mr.  H.  Browne— INIr.  Fox— Mr.  W.  Dundas— Mr. 
Addington  -____. 

Debate  in  the  Comneons,  Tvlarch  16,  relative  to  an  Attack  upon  Sir  Thomas 
Tro\\ bridge— Capt.  Maikham— Mr.  Dent— Mr.  Addington     - 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  16,  on  the  Irish  Militia  Bill— Mr.  Alexander- 
Mr.  Windham— Mr.  Noel~Mr.  Windham— Mr.  Wallace— Sir  W.  Pulteney 
—Mr.  Windham— Mr.  Yorke— Sir  W.  Pulteney— Gen.  Tarleton— Sir  L. 
Parsons— Lord  Kensington— Mr.  Addington— Sir  W.  Pulteney— Sir  Eyre 
Coote— Gen;  Maitland— Mr.  V.'ilberforce— Mr.  Alexander— Mr.  Elliot- 
Mr.  Bagwell  -Mr.  Elliot— Lord  Castlereagh- Mr.  H.  Addington— Mr.  Wick- 
ham— Mr.  Windham — iVJr.  Dawson  -  .  _  . 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  17,  on  the  Irish  Chalking  Act— Lord  Auckland— 
Archbishop  of  Dublin— Lord  Eldon— Lord  Carieton— Lord  Ellenborough— 
Lord  Alvanley  ---,._ 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Paee 


Debate  in  llie  Lords,  March  i8,  on   the  Navy— Earl  Carlisle— Lord  Eklon— Earl 

Carlisle      -  -  -  -  -  "  „"  ^•+-'-^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  iR,  on  the  Militia  Officers' Bill— Lord  FoUe- 
stone— Mr.  Yorke— Mr.  Sheridan— Mr.  Bastard  — Lord  Folkestone  —  Mr. 
Sheridan— Gen.  Tarleton— Col.  Mitford  -Mr.  Frankland— Mr.  Yorke_  1450 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  21,  relative  to  Naval  Artificers— Earl  of  Carlisle— 
Lord  Hobart— Earl  of  Carlisle— Lord  Grenville— Earl  of  Carlisle— Lord 
Pelham— Lord  Grenville— Lord  Hobart  — Lord  Eldou  -^         _     -^      14^* 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  21,  on  East  India  Accounts— Mr.  rrnnci"— Mr. 
T.  Metcalfe— Lord  Castlereagh— Mr.  Vv^  Dundas— Mr.  Johnstone— Mr. 
Wallace — Mr,  Kinnaird— Lord  Castlereagh  -  -  ^      -  M5<^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  22,  on  the  Miliiia  Officers'  Bill— Mr.  Yoike— 
Mr.  Bastard— Mr.  Lascdles~Mr  Yorke— Col.  Mitford— Lord  Folkestone— 
Mr.  Bastard  — Mr.  Addiugton — Lord  Folkestone       -  -  ^.   "  .       ^-^-^^ 

Debate    in    the    Common^,     iVJarch  23,    on  the    Roman    Catholic  Bill — Sir   V/. 

S;-ott  ^  -  -  -  -  -  -  i^Oz 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  23,  on    the  Militia  Officers'    Bill— Mr.  Wmd- 

ham — Mr.  Yorke         .-----  1403 

Debate  in  the-Commons,  March  2  c,  relative  to  James  Trotter — Lord  Euslon— Mr. 
Tierney— Mr.  Abbott— Mr.  Strange— Mr.  Addington— Lord  B.uvkesbury— 
Mr.  Percival — Mr.  Bragge — Mr.  Sheridan  -  -  -  -        ^A-^^ 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  M.ircli  28.  on  the  Irish  Chalking  Bill— Lord  Ellenborough— 

Lord  Auckland  -  '  -  -  -  -  -        146^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  Mirch  28,  relative  to  James  Trotter — Lord  Euslon— Mr. 
Abbott— Mr.  Addington  —  Mr.  Tierney— Mr.  Abbott— Mr.  Tierney— Mr. 
W.  Dundas— Mr.  Bragge— Mr,  Sheridan— Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland— Mr, 
W.  Dundas— Lord  Danlow— Mr.  Fox— Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Rose— Mr.  G.  J. 
Vansittart— Lord  Euston— Mr.  T.  Grenville— Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Tierney 
— Mr.  R.  Dnnd.if,— Mr.  Tierney— Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Tierney  —  Lord 
Advocateof  Scotland— Lord  Glenbervie— Mr    Sheridan— Mr,  Percival      -        1468 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  March  28,  on  the  Salt  Bill— Gen,  Gascoyr.-e- Mr.  Ab- 
bott—Mr.  Corry — Col.  Bagwell- Mr.  Lee— Mr.Wickham  -  -       -        1479 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  30,  on  the  Clergy  Non-Residence  Bill — Lord  Auck- 
land—Bishop of  St.  Asaph— Lord  Eldon- Earl  of  Carlisle— Lord  Auckland 
— Lord  Eldon  -  -  -  -  -  -  -         -       H^i 

Debate  in  the  Commons,   March  3c,  on  the  Grenada  Loan  Bill— Sir  R.  Buxton  — 

Mr.  Hobhouse-iNIr.  Johnstone-Mr.  W.  Dundas — Mr,  Rose  -  -        1488 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  3  i,  on  the  Militia  Olhcers'  Bill— Lord  Hobart— Earl  of 
Carnarvon — Lord  Hobart — Lord  Rollc— Earl  of  Carnarvon — Earl  of  Radnor 
— Lord   Eldon — Lord    Cawdor — Earl   of  Carnarvon  -  -^      149.^ 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  March  3  r,  on  the  Clergy  Non-Residence  Bill— Bishop  of  St.        x 
A.saph— Lord  Eldon— Bishop  of  Durham— Lord  Eldon  — Lord  Alvanley— Lord 
Auckland — Lord  Alvanley — Lord  Ellenborough — Lord  Pelham  -         -       1493 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  April  i,  on  the  Clergy  Non-Residence  Bill  — Earl  of  Carlisle 
—Lord  Arden— Lord  Auckland— Lord  Eldon— Loixl  Ellenborough— Lord 
Alvanley  -  -  -  -  -  -  _     i497 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  April  4,  on  the  Militia  Officers'  Bill— Earl  Romney— Marquis 
Townshend — Earl  of  Carnarvon— Duke  ot  Cumberland— Earl  Romney— Lord 
Redesdale— Earl  of  Westmorland— Earl  of  Limerick— Earl  of  Radnor — 
Duke  of  Cumberland— Earl  of  Limerick— Lord  Bolton— Marquis  of  Sligo 
—Lord  Pelham  -  -  -  -  -  -        1500 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  April  4,  relative  to  James  Trotter— Mr.  Sheridan — Mr. 
Bragge— Mr.  Tierney— Mr.  Abbott— Mr,  Tierney— Mr.  Br?.gge— Mr.  Tier- 
ney— Mr.  Bragge — Mr.  Sheridan— Mr.  Fiankland  -  -  -        1505 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  April  6,  on  the  Militia  Officers'  Bill— Earl  of  Radnor— Lord 

Hoba;t — Earl  Spencer  -  -  -  -  -        1510 

Debate   in   the  Commons,  April   6,  on  the  Clergy  Non-Residence  Bill— Sir  W. 

Scott  -  -  .-  -  -  -  -1511 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  April  7,  on  the  Grenada  Loan  Bill— Mr.  Wilbcrforcc — 

b   *        ■-  ■  •  -  ^,..v.-. ..,-..  ,.,:  w 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
^.'.  ■  Page 

Mr.  Addington— Sir   R.  Peel— Dr.  Laurence— Mr.  Johnstone— Gen.    Gas- 
covne  -  -  -  -  .  --1C13 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  April  20,  on  the  Nottingham  Election— Mr.  H.  Browne 

Mr.  Pierrepont— Mr,  Fox— Mr.  Bond— Mr.  Frankland  -  -  -        1519 

Debate  in  the  Commons  Apnl  21,  relative  to  mercantile  Accommodation— Gen. 
Gascoviie— Mr.  AddingLon— Mi .  Bardon — Gen.  Ga^coyne— Mr.  Addingten 
—  Mr.  Vansiltart  -  -  _  .  _  _        i  tzz 

Debate  in  the  Commons  April  22,  relaLive  to  the  Ilchester  Election— Mr.  Smith 
—Mr.  Wallace— Mr.  Biirdon— Mr.  Johnstone— Lord  Cole— Mr.  Vansittart 
—Si'  W.  Sc(,tt— Mr.  Fox— Mr.  B.agge— Mr.  Grey- Mr.  Addington  -        1530 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  April  2-,  relative  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope— Lord 
Folkestone— Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Windham— Lord  Havvkesbury— Lord 
Folkestone — Mr.  Fox  —Mr   Martin  -  -  -^-i535 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  April  29,  relative  to  the  Nottingham  Election— Mr.  H. 
Browne— Mr.  Henderson— Mr.  Fox— Mr.  Bond— Mr.  Moore— Mr.  Frank- 
land — Mr.  Grey— -Mr.  Rose  ...  -        i^^j 

Debate  in  the  Lord.s  May  3,  relative  to  the  B?.\:K  o.^Leland  — Loid  King— Earl  of 

Limeriek  -  _  ....        ICC3 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  May  -,  relative  to  the  Nottingham  Election— Mr.  H. 
Browne— Mr.  Fox— Mr.  Bond  — Mr.  C:;rev-Mr.  Percival— Mr.  Grey— Mr, 
Fox— Mr.  Frankland— Lord  G.  Cavendiih— Mr.  Rose  -Mr.  FL  Browne« 
Mr.  S.  Lefevre — Mr.  Fox  -  -  ,  „  _       ^^^^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  May  4,  on  the  Navy  Abuse  Bill  — Sir  H.  Mddmay— Sir 
C.  Pole  — Cajjt.  i\I:irkhain— Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Canning— Mr.  Fox— Capt, 
jMarkham  -  _  ,  .  _  _        1563 

Debate  in  the  Lords  May  5,  on  the  Irir.h  Bank  Restriction  Bill— Lord  King— Mar- 
quis of  Sligo  -  -  _  -  _  _  --ir^a. 

Debate  In  the  Lords  May  6,  on  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Bill— Earl  Moira— Lord  El- 

lenboroiigh— Lord  Eldcn— Earl  Moira  -  -  -  -        ^575 

Debate  in  the  Lords,   May  6,  on  the  Negotiations  f<K  Peace— Lord  Pelham— Earl 

Darn!ey—Earl  Spencer— Lord  Eldon—Earl  Darnley— Earl  of  Carlisle       -        1577 

Dcbafc  in  the  Commons,  May  6,  on  the  Negotiations  for  Peace— Mr.  Addington 
— Mr.  Fox— Lord  Hawkesbury— Mr.  Grey— Mr.  Canning— Mr.  Yorke — 
Mr.  Canning — Mr.  Whithread  .  .  ,  .        i^go 

Debate  in  the  Lords  May  g,  on  the  Negotiations  for  Peace— Lord  PeIham~Earl 

Darnley — Ear!  Spencer  .  .  -  _  .  .        i  tSa 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  May  12,  on  the  Bill  of  Indemnity— Mr.  Perciral— Mr. 
Coke— Lord-  Temple— Mr.  Addington  — Mr.  Fox— Mr.  Addington— Mr. 
Ryder— Mr.  Fox  -  --._..        i-S6 

Debate  in  the  Lords  May  13,  on  Finance— Lord  King— Lord  Auckland— Earl 
Moira— Lord  Auckland— Lord  Grenvillc— Earl  of  Westmorland— Lord  Pel- 
hani  — Bishop  of  Rochester         .  .  .  _  .  i^q2 

•Debate  in  the  Commons,  May  n,  on  the  State  of  (be  Negotiation  — Lord  G.  L. 
Gower— Mr.  Adciington  — Mr.  Canning— Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Grey— Mr. 
A-bbott- Mr.  Acidington— Mr.  H.  La^cel|es— Mr.  Fox— Lord  Hawkesbury 
—Air.  Martin  -  .  .  .  .  -  1601 

Debate   in  the   Commons,  May  17,  on    the   consolidating  Customs— Gen.    Gas- 

coyne  — Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Acidington  -  -  -  1611 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  May  ig,  on  the  Negotiation — Mr.  Grey — Lord  Haw- 
kesbury—Mr.  Whithread- Lord  Castlereagh  — IMr.  Windham  — Mr.  Ad- 
dington     -       ■  _  .  .  .  .  .         i5i^ 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  May  20,  on  the  Negotiation— Lord  Boringlon— Lord  Pel- 
iiam  — Earl  Stanhope -Earl  Htzwilliam— Lord  Pelham— Eari  Carlisle— Lord 
Hobart— Earl  Fitzwiiliam  — Earl  Stanhope— Earl  Spencer- Lord  Pelham— 
Lord  Ehion  — Lord  Pelham  -  .  .  _  _ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  Mny  20,  on  the  Militia  — Mr.  Yorke — Coi.  Porter — Mr. 
Windham — Mr.  Bux'on— Sir  W.  Elford  _  .  _ 

Del  ;-.te  i;i  the  Commons,  May  20,  on  the  Negotiation— Lord  Havvkesbury— Mr. 
(;rv.\ — Lord  Hawkesbury — Mr.  Sheridan  —  Lord  Hav\kesbury — Mr.  Canning 
T-.M'-.  Wliilbic-.id  — Lord  Ilav^kesbur;  — Lord  Temple— Luiu  Havvkesbury— 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Page 
Mr.  Grey-^Lord  Hawkesbury— -Mr.  Sheridan— Mr,  Cannmg — Mr.  Sheridan 
—Mr.  Addington — Mr.  Grey — Mr.  Cansiing — Lord  Hawkesbury — Gen. 
Gascovne — Lord  Havvkesbiiry — Mr.  Windham — Mr.  Addington — Dr.  Lau- 
rence—Col. Graham— Mr.  Yoke—M'.  Ward — Mr.  Addington— Mr.  Can- 
ning—Lord Castlereagh  — Lord  Temple — M:.  W.  Smith  -  -  1631 

Debate  in  th«  Lords,  May  23,  on  the  Address  to  the  King — Lord  Pelham — Duke 
of  Cumberland—  Earl  Stanhope — Dake  of  Clarence — Lo'd  Mulgrave — Lord 
Melville — Duke  of  Richmond — Ma  quis  of  Lansdowne— Duke  of  Norfolk —       •'? 
Lord  Melville — Lord  King — Lord  Edenboiough  -  Earl  Moira  — Eail  Spencer 
— Lord  Ro  sl)'n — Lord  Grenville — Lord  Gwjdir      .  -  .  1644. 

Debate  in  the  Common^  May  23,  on  the  Address  to  the. King — Mr.  Pitt        -  1676 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  May  24,  on  the  War  with  ranee — Mr.  T.  Grenville 
— Mr.  Whilbread— Mr.  Dallas- Mr.  Elliot  Mr  Sa  geant  Best— Mr.  Can- 
ning— Mr.  Fox  — Mr,  Addington— M--.  Peicivul — Mr,  Windham  -  t6Sc 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  JVIr.y  2c;,  on  the  War  with  Fiance — Si-  R.  Peele — Mr. 
H.  Lascelles— Mr.  Bankes— Sir  R.  Hill— Mr.  Hobhouse-  Mr.  S.  Lelevre— 
Mr.  Wilberforce         -  -  -  -  -  -1713 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  May  27,  on  the  Mediation  with  Russia — Mr.  Fox- 
Lord  Hawkesbury — Mr,  Pitt — Mr.  Fox — Lord  Hawkesbury  ^  171? 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  June  2,  on  the  Conduct  of  Ministers — Earl  Fit2rw:|liam — 
Ear]  of  Limerick— Earl  Grosvenor — Earl  Darnlev — Lord  Boringdon  -Earl  of 
Westmorland — Lord  Mulgrave-^Earl  of  Carlisle — Earl  of  Carnarvon  — 
Lord  Ellenborough — Earl  Spencer — Lord  Melville — Lord  Hobart— Lord 
Grenville — Lord  Eldon —Lord  Grantley — Earl  of  Warwick      -  -  ^7S'^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  [ur.c  3,  on  the  Conduct  of  Minister^ — Col.  Patten — 
Col.  Graham — Col.  Bastard— Mr.  J.  H.  Browne — Lord  Kensington  — Earl 
Temple — Mr.  Hobhouse — Sir  W.  Young — Mr.  Fonb'anque — Mr.  Archdall 
—Mr.  C.  Wynne— Mr.  Courtney— Sir  W.  Milner— bir  T.  Metcalfe— Mr. 
Gregor— Mr.  Burland— Mr.  T.  Grenville— Mr.  Addington  — Mr.  Pitt— Lord 
Hawkesbury — Mr.  Canning — Sir  W.  Scott — Sir  R.  Peele— Mr,  Yorke  ^749 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  June  6,  on  the  Conduct  of  Ministers — Duke  of  Clarence — 
Lord  Coventiy — Lord  Minto — Earl  Grosvenor — Lord  Bolton — Lord  War- 
wick— Earl  of  Scarborough — Lord  de  Dun'^tanville — Earl  of  Carysfort — Earl 
Darnley — Lord  Hobart — Lord  Grenville — Lord  Eldon — Earl  Spencer  1781 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  June  6,  on  the  Army  Estimates — Mr.  Yorke — Mr.  Wind- 
ham—Mr.  Pitt— Mr."  Yorke— Mr.  Pitt— Mr.  Addington  -  -  173^ 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  June  13,  on  the  Budget — Mr.  Addington  -  1800 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  June  14,  on  the  Report  of  the  Budget— Lord  Folke- 
stone- ..-_-_.  1800 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  Tune  16,  on  the  State  of  the  Di  ck-Yard- — Mr.  Wbit^ 
bread — Capt.  Markham — Sir  W  Elford — Sir  A.  Hammond — Mr.  Courtney 
A.dmiral   Berkeley — Mr.  Percival — Col.  Bastard — Capt.  Harvey — Sir  F.  Ba-  ' 

ling — Mr.  Sheridan       -  -  -  -  -  -  1804. 

Debate  in  the  Lords,  June  20,  on  the  King's  Message  on  the  Army  of  Resrjrve— 
Lord  Hobart — Duke  of  Clarence — ll^arl  Grosvenor — Lord  Caernarvon — 
Lord  Suffolk — Earl  Moira — Lord  Mulgrave — Earl  of  Limerick  —  Duke  of 
Richmond — Earl  Fitzwilliara — Lord  Grenville — Lord  Flobart — Lord  Shef- 
field -  -  -  -  -  -  -         iScS 

Debate  in  the  Commons.  June  20,  on  t'ne  King's  Message  on  the  Army  of  Re- 
serve— Mr.  Yorke — Mr.  Windham — Mr.  Addington— Mr.   Pitt — Mr.  Yorke, 


Same  Day  —  Irish  Budget — Mr.  Corry  .  _  .  1S17 

Debate   in  the  Commons,  June  23,  on   the  Army  of  Reserve  Bill — ^Messrs.  Cal- 

craft— Sheridan— Sir  G.  FJeaLhcote—Messrs.  Elliot— Ycrke—Pitt — Windham 

— Lord  Castlereagji  —  Dr.  Laurence — Mr.  Addington  -  -  1S33 

Debate  in  the  Commons,    June   27,    Army  of  Reserve— rMessrs.  Yorke — Smith 

—  Addington — Craufurd — Yorke — Macna^^hten — Windlio.m  — Addington  1847 

Debate   in   the  Commons,  June  28,  Capt.  Cochrarie's  Memorial — Mr.  Addington 

— Capt.  Cochrane— Sir  W.  Scott— Dr.  Laurence      -  -  -  18:3 

Debate  in    the  Comnvjns,  June  29.  Arir.y  of  Reserve— Sir  W .  W.  WynnQ— 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Page 


ESSAYS. 


iSss 


i8 


Mr.  Addin;;lon~Dr.   Laurence— Mr.  Pitt— Col.  Craiifurd— I\Ir.  Sheridan— 
Mr.  Piit~Mr,  Slieridan  -  .  -  .  . 

Debate  in  the  Commons,  June  30,  Army  of  Reserve — Messrs,  Johnstone — Hut- 
chison— ArchdalJ — Lord  de  Blaquiere        -  -  -  -  18-6 

DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

General  Orders  by  the  Earl  of  Cavan,  before  his  Departure  from  Egypt,  Octo- 
ber 10,   i^;o2  -  -  .  -  .      '  .  ij 

Letter  from   the  Secretary  at  War   to  the  Inspecting  Oflicers  of  the  Recruiting 
Service       -_.,___ 

Address   of  (he  Inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Jan.  11 

1803  -  -  -  -  .  .  .      '     186 

Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Merchants  and  others,  shippers  of  Goods  from 

London,  &c.  -  -  -  .  .  -  186 

Sentence  ol  the  Court  Royal  of  Jersey  against  two  Printers  of  that  Island       -  ^gg 

Proclamation   for   encoura;n"ng   Seamen    and   Landsmen   to   enter   themselves  on 

board  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War  -  -  -  _  aq' 

Proclamation  for  recalling  and  prohibiting  Seamen  from  serving  Foreign  Princes 

and  States  -  -  -  .  .  -  40' 

Letter  from  the  Sec.  of  State  to  the  Lord  Lieutenants  of  Maritime  Counties  {^03 

Notice  from  the  \\'ar  Office  to  Oflicers  on  Half-pay  -  -  '  co^. 

ProcLmslion  by  M.ijor  Gen.  Doyle  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Guernsey  -  r-7 

Copies  of  Letters  respecting  tlie  Exportation  of  500  Quarters  oi"  Seed  Corn  to 

Norway      -  -  .  .  .  _  -71S 

Notice  issued  by  the  Commissioners  for  American  Claims,  May  7,  1803  -  719 

Resolutions  of  the  Meeting  of  Manufacturers  of  Silk  Handkerchiefs,  &c.  May  6, 

,  '^""^^    .        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  72r 

Oraer  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  making  Reprisals  on  the  French  Republic  750 

Proclamation  for  encouraging  Seamen  and  Landsmen  to  enter  on  board  his  Majes- 
ty's Ships  of  War         -----.  <^Qr. 

Order  for  an  Embargo  on  French  and  Dutch  VesseN         -  -  .  ,s6o 

Address  of  the  City  of  London  to   his  Majesty  on  the  Commencement  of  the 
War  -----. 


86S 


A.ddrcss  of  Mr.  Cobbett  to  the  Public  on  commencing  the  present  Volume      -  j 

Extracts  from  the  True  Briton  relative  to  the  Invincible  Standard  -  ^ 

Paine's  Letter  to  the  People  of  America,  on  his  return  to  that  Country  -  ■^ 

Xxtract  i>om  the  Moniteur  on  Lord  Pelham's  Speech  on  Continental  Connexions  6 

Summary  of  Politics — Moniteur  on  Continental  Connexions— FJolIand— 
Malta— Buonaparte's  Speech  to  the  Swiss  Deputies— Transmigrations  and 
Re-transmigratiows  of  Hiley  Addington— the  Stadtholder— Hanover— In via- 
cible  Standard  -  -..__„_ 

Letter  of  Mr.  Cobbett  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  on  Parliamentary  Reform  -  ^2 

Letter  from  R.  B.  on  the  Navy  Bill  -  .  .  .  ^L 

Letter  Irom  Dictator,  on  Mr.  Addington's  Modest  Assurance  -  -  44. 

SuMMAKY  OF  PoL I Ti c s  — MonitcuV— Mr.  Wickham  — Buonapartfe's  Projet  du 
Jour— Peace  or  War  ?— Commercial  Agents— Admiralty — Right  of  cutting 
Logwfiod  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras— Finance  -  -  .  r- 

Mr.  Cobbett  on  the  Capture  of  the  Invincible  Standard  by  Antliony  Lutz       -  6^ 

A.  R.'s  Letter  en  the  Navy  and  the  Mutiny      -  _  .  .5:, 

Letter  from  Jgnotus  on  the  Evacuation  of  Malta  -  .  .  *o 

Extract  from  the  Moniteur  on  Mr.  Windham,  Gen.  Georges,  &c.  -  -r 

Summary   of  Politics— Fallacy  of  Mr.   Addington's   Financial   Statements—       ' 
Flonduras  Bay— Moniteur— Mr.  Windham  — Gen.  Georges— Ottoman  Army 

LeUer  from  M'"-  Cobbett  to  ^h,  Wijberforce,  on  h.l*  Conduct  with  rc-pect  to  ihe 


TABLE  01c  CONTENTS. 

Pag« 
Compulsory  Adoption  of  Vaccine  Inoculation  and   the   Pioseciition  of  Mr. 
Reeves       -------97 

Strictures  on  Mr.  Pye's  New  Year's  Ode  .  -  -  -  107 

-Marcus's  Hint  to  "The  Family"  -  -  -  -  109 

Paper  published  by  Persons  concerned  in  the  Trade  to  Honduras     -  -  110 

Summary   of  Politics — Strictures  on   the  Paper  published  by  the  Honduras' 
Merchants — British  Creditors  in  the  French  Funds — Continer.tai  Connexions 
—  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany — Cession  of  Louisiana — Undue  D^^snondency  120 

Letter  from  W,  B.  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Admiralty       -  -  -  129 

Summary   of  Politics— Right  of  cutting    Logwood   at   Honduras — An^.crican 
States  and  Louisiana — Saint  Domingo — Conduct  of  the  AdmiraU) — State  of 
Parties — Mr.  Pitt — Mr.  Sheridan's  Small  Politicians  -  -  144. 

Mr.  Cobbett's  Address  to  Foreigners  on  publishing  "  Le  Mercuie  Anglois     -  16 E 

Narrative  of  the  Movements  of  the  42d  Royal  Highland  Society  ou  the   21st  of 

March,  1801,  with  Mr.  Cobbett's  Strictures  thereon  -  -  164. 

Extract  from  the  Morning  Chronicle,  on  the  Caoture  of  (he  Invincible  Standard  169 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  to   the  People  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on   the 

Cession  of  Luuisiana  to  France  -  ~  -  -  I7» 

Summary   of  Politics— Sebastiani's  Report  to  the  First  Consul — ■Missir-n  of 
Gen.  Lasnes  to  Lisbon — French  Publication  relative  to  Mr.  Windham — Em- 
ployment of  English  Ships  by  the  French — Disposition  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment -  .  _  .  _  -  i3'7 
R.  B's  Letter,  on  Mr.  Addington  and  the  Maidstone  Opposition               -          -  193 
Ignotus's  Second  Letter,  on  the  Evacuation  of  Malta                 ...            i^-. 
Letter  from  Tropicus,  on  the  West  India  Commission               .             _             _           203. 
Letter  from  Nauticus,  on  the  Navy  Bill                  -                  -                  -              -            2c6 

Representation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Geo.  I.  on  the  right  of  cutting  Logwood 

in  the  Ba)' of  Campeachy  __.-..  2ocj 

Extract  from  Capt.  Walsh's  History  of  the  Campaign  in  Egypt,  relative  to  the  Cap- 
ture of  the  Invincible  Standard  -  _  _ 
Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  on  the  consequences  of  the  Cession 

of  Louisiana  to  France  -  -  -  -  ~  -226 

ilr.  J.  Tietenser's  parting  Word  to  Candidus,  with  a  Little  Truth  for  Vcrax 
Summart    of    Politics — Parties — Tiie  Addingtons   and   Mr.  Pitt — Saint    Do- 
mingo— Napper  Tandy's  Letter — Convantion    between  France,  Austria  and 
Russia  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Mr.  Cobbett's  Address  to  the  Public  on  compleaflng  the  Second  Volume  of  his 
Register  -  -  -  - 

Letter  from  a  West  India  Merchant,   on   the  V/est  India  Commission  and  Navy 

Bill  -  -  -  -  .     -        .      -  -  './  ..^^^. 

Extract  from  the  Morning  Post,  on  Despard  and  his  Associates  -  -"■     -'2,61^ 

Court  of  the  Thuillerit-s  described  -  -  -  ^  - "  '  '  'i^yS 

Fox  at  Buonaparte's  Levees  .  _  _  .  .  269 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  the  National  Institute  -  -  -  2O9 

Accurate  Estimate  of  the  Value  of  Buonaparte's  Dress  on  Gala  Days       -         -  270 

Trial  of  Mr.  Peltier  for  a  Libel   on  Buonaparte  -  -  -  276" 

Summary  of  Politics — Execution  of  Despard  and  his  Associates — MelhodLsts — 

Sir  Rowland  Hill— Peltier's  Trial  -----  2S6 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  to  AL-.  Mac  Intosh  on  his  Speech   in   Defence  of  Mr. 

Peltier  -  -  -  .  .  r,?io 

Testimonial  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Conde  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Peltier  -  294 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  on  the  Conduct  which  will  hereafter 

be  pursued  by  the  Frencii,  with  regard  to  the  Cession  of  Louisiana           -  297 

Summary   of  Politics— State  of  the  French  Republic—Air.  Peltier's  Trial 

Napper  Tandy's  Letter  to  Lord  Pelham — English  Manufacture-. —  St.  Don)inp-o     317' 
Second  Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  t©  Mr.  Mac  Intosh,  on  liis  Speucii  i;i  Defcnce'of 

Mr.  Peltier  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  321 

Letter  from   Mr.  Cobbett   to  Lord   Hawkesbury,   on   the  Situation   to  whic'i  the 

Country  has  been  reduced  by  the  Peace,  and  the  Nece.-sirv  uf  a  new  War  343' 

Letter  froift  A.  R.  on  the  present  State  of  the  Navy  .'  -.  -  n^-, 


225 

26 

232- 

250 
257 

3-: 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Observer's  Letter  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Admiralty  Board  -  • 

Napper  Tandy's  Letter  to  Mr.  Elliot  - 

Copy  of  the  Information  against  Mr.  Peltier  for  a  Libel  upon  Buonapart6 
Observations  on  Mr.  Peltier's  Trial,  from  the  Moniteur  -  -    .         - 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  his  gross  Misrepresentations  of  the 

Expressions  of  Mr.  Windham,  in  his  Speech  on  the  King's  Message 
An  Englishman's  Letter,  on  Lord  baint  Viiice  .t  and  the  Navy 
Summary  of  Politics — Finance  and  the  Funds — Army  and  Navy — War   or 

Peace? — The  mechanical  Ministry  -  -  - 

Swenska  on  the  Politics  oi  F;ance  _  .  .  - 

Summary  of  Politics — West-Indies — St.  Domingo — Louisiana — The  Tur- 
kish Empire — Cape  of  Good  Hope — Malta — Public  Credit — Sir  Thomas 
Troubiidge — Mi'iiia — Creating  Despondency  -  -  - 

Invincible  Standard — Statement  of  the  Field  Ofhcers  of  the  Queen's  German  Re- 
giment— Mr.  Cfjbbet,.'s  Observations  thereon  .  .  _ 
Letter  Irom  J.  B.  provirjg  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  not  binding  on  the  Country 
Summary  of  Ponxrcs — United  States  of  America — Views  of  France — Mr.  Ad- 

dington"s  50  Sail  of  the  Line  in  a  Month  -  _  _  - 

Swenska  on  the  PTilics  of  France  -  .  -  , 

X's  Observations  on  His  Majesty's  late  Message  to  Parliament 
On  England,  from  the  ''  Journal  du  Commerce"  of  the  i8th  of  March 
On  England,  from  the  Jiiirnul  des  Di^bats  of  the  19th  of  March 
Napper  Tandy's  Second  Letter  to  Mr.  Elliot  -  -  -  - 

Mr.  Cobbett's  First  Letter   to  Mr.  Addington,  on  the  deceptious  Tendency  of  his 

Financial  Statements  _  -  _  ... 

Celebration  of  Hiley  Addington's  Birih  Day,  on  the  First  of  April 
Summary    of    Politics — The  Hamburgh    Manifesto — The  AtTair  of  Goree — 
American  Stales  and  Louisiana — The  Addingtonian  Navy — Charge  of  Mi- 
nistry—Mr. Pitt  ••  -  -  -  -  - 
Mr.  Cobbett's  Second  Letter  to  Mr.  Addinglon,   on  the  deceptious  Tendency  of 

his  Financial  Statements  -  -  -  -  - 

Letter  from  J.  B.  on  Malta  -  -  .  .  - 

Timothy  Gosling's  Letter,  on  Hiley  Addington's  Birth-Day 
Particulars  of  a  Forgery  attempted  to  be  practised  on  the  Bank  of  Lisbon 
Summary    of   Politics — Malta — Flushing  and  Holland — Louisiana  Expedition 

— Linois's  Squadiou— Saint  Domingo — Charge  ol  Ministry — Mr.  Pitt 
Mr.  Cobbett's  Third  Letter  to  Mr.  Addmgton,  on  the  deceptious  Tendency  of  his 

Financial  Statements  -  _  _  ,  .  - 

Summary  of  Politics — Charge  of  Ministry — Peace  or  War? — Mr.  Sheridan 
Mr.  Cobbett's  Fourth  Letter  to  Mr.  Acidington,  on  the  deceptious  Tendency  of  his 

Financial  Statements  •  _  _  .  . 

On  M.dta,  from  the  Moniteur  of  the  :;oth  of  Apri'  -  -  - 

Summary  of  Politics — Non-Re„<;idcnce  of  the  Clergy — America  and  Lf^uisiana. 
—  Dei^ree  at  Martinicu  — Tonjiage  Duty — Cape  oi  Good  Hope — Charge  cT 
Mnnstry  -  .  .  .  -  . 

Misocosmopolis  on  Ker  Porter  arid  his  Battle  of  Lodi  -  -  . 

J.  B's  Remarks  of  Swenska's  Letter  on  the  Politics  of  France  and  P.ussia 
Philo-Melitens's  on  the  Imporf.ance  of  r  lalta  -  -  - 

An  Englishman's  Second  Let'.eron  Lord  St.  Vincent  and  the  Navy 
Authentic  Papers,  relative  Uj  the  Rights  and  Claims  of  the  People  of  Malta 
Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  (.0  Lord  Aucklandj  on  the  dangcious  Tendency  of  his 

exaggerated  Finai-ciai  Statements  .  _  -  . 

Letter  fom  Projet  and  C'ontre  Piojet,   on    the  Peregrinations  of  the   Richmond 

Doctor  -  -  -  ... 

Summary  of  Politics — King  of  France — The  Navy — The  King's  Message — 

Change  of  Ministry — True  Briton — Mr.  Pitt — Splendid  HuUibug 
Letter  fioai  J.  W.  on  the  Maltese  Deputation  ... 

Viator's  Letter  on  General  Bciitham's  Projects  -  -  _  . 

L.  M's  Letter,  on  the  Navy  -  -  -  -  -  . 

Extract  from  ''  Le  P,ichczze;  dell'  Italia  passate  in  Franchia"  -  - 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Page 
St'MMARY    OF   Politics— Press   Gangs— Slock  Jobbing   Nation — Finance   and 

Trade — Maidstone  Opposiiion — Maltese  Dejnitatlon — The  Negotiation  723 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  to  Lord  Auckland,  comparing  his  Lordship's  Support  of 

the  Peace  of  Amiens  with  his  former  Professions  -  737 

Letter  from  Candidus  in  defence  of  Lord  Hawkesbury  .  _  -  7^1 

Summary  of  Politics — Emigration   from   Scotland— Finance— The  War — Pa- 
pers relative  to  the  Negotiation  -  -  -  -  -  751 

ATaltese  Question  -.__._  76CJ 

Letter  fiom  Mr.  Cobbett  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  on  the  fatal  Consequences  of  the 
Peace,   and  the  prominent  features   of  the    misconduct  of  Ministers  since  its 
Conclusion  -  -  -  -  -  -  782 

Extract  from  the  "  Clef  du  Cabinet"  relative  to  M.  de  Tinseaa  -  -  790 

Le  Chevalier  Tinseau's  Letter  to  the  Editor,  in  Reply  to  the  above  Extract       -  791 

Summary    of    Politics —The  French  Government — Debates    in  Par'iament — ■ 

Mr.  Pitt— Mr.  Peltier— Clergv  Bill  -  -  -  -  -  79+ 

Letter  from   Mr.  Cobbett  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  on  the  prominent  Features  of  the 
Misconduct  of  Miniuers  since  the  conclusion  of  the  Peace,  with  rega.al  to  the 
Press,  the  French  Emigrants  and  Vendean  Royalists,  Swisserland,  the  French 
Troops   in    Holland,   the    Cape  of  Good    Plope   and  other  Dutcii  Colonies, 
Malta,  Egypt,  and  Louisiana  -  -  -  ^  -        goi 

Summary  of  Politics — The  True  Briton — Garbled  State  Papers — The  Arrest 
of  English  People    in    France — The  Mediation  of    Russia — Change  in   the 
Ministry  .      -  -  -  -  -  -  S20 

Strictures  on  the  Operations  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  with  regard  to  the  Fiench  Fleet 

in  the  Mediterranean  -  -  -  -  _  -  ^73 

Veritas  on  the  Present  State  of  the  Navy  -  -  -  -  ^3  7 

Letter  from  E.  A.  on  the  Navy  -  .  -  _  _  ^65 

Summary  of  Politics — Saint  Domingo — American    States — The  Conduct  of 
France — Garbled  State  Papers — King  of  Sardinia — Continental  Pov.'ers — The 
Maltese  Papers — Finance — Censure  of  J.IInlsters — Mr.  Pitt— The  Ciiy  Ad- 
dress— Mr.  Peltier  -  -  -  -  -  879 

Letter  from  "  A  Friend  to  my  Country'',  on  the   present  State   of  the  Navy  and 

the  Probability  of  an  Invasion  -  -  -  ...  g^^ 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett  to  Mr,  AdJ:n!.:ton,   containino;  Strictures  on  the  Budsret 

for  1803  -  -_----.  916 

Summary  ok  Politics — Hanover — The  King  of  Sardinia — Garbled  State  Pa;;'ers 

— War  of  Necessity  -  -  -  -  -  -925 

Mr.  Windham's  Speech  on  the  Bill  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country  -         -  929 

Summary  OF  Politics —Hanover — French   Remarks   on   the   Budget — French 

Answers  to  the  English  Declaration — Income  Tax — Defence  of  the  Country       947 
Extract  from  the  Moniteur,   on   the  Debates  in  the   British  Parliament  relative  to 

the  present  War  -  -  -  -  --961 

Fragment  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Burke  to  Dr.  Laurence  -  _      .        _  t,65 

Letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett   to  the   Secretary  at  War,  containing   Strictures  on  the 

Army  of  Reserve  Bill  .  .  .  .  981 

Summary  of  Politics — French  Decree  relative  to  Engli'^h  Manufactures — Mr. 

Listou's  Note  to  the  Dutch  GovL-rnmeui — Chaptal's  Circular  Letter         -  990 

CRITICISMS  AND  NOTICES. 

Review  of  Mr.  Addington's  Speech  in  the  Committee  of  Vv'ays  and  Means,  Dec. 

10,  1802  -  -  -  -  -  -  48 

A  Few  Days  at  Paris,  with  Ren  aiks  cIiaracLeri,tic  cf  several  distinguished  Per- 
sonages -  -  -  _  _  -  -  268 

Anderson's  History  of  the  Expedition  to  Egypt  _  -  -  400 

POETRY. 

Ode  for  the  New  Year,  from  Dryden's  Fable  of  the  "  Cock  and  Fox"  76 

Ode  for  the  New  Year,  1603,  by  H.  j.  Pye,  Esq.  Post  Lauieat       -  -  is6 

Vol,  IIL  c 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Page 

The  Traitor',^  Epitaph       -            ^     -                 -                 ■        ^       "  .               •  _  a68 
Epigram  on  hearing  of  Difaoprobation  expressed  at  the  late  Executions  for  High 

Treason                         .-_.-.  268 

Bob  and  the  Doctor ;  a  New  Song  to  an  Old  Tune           .                  -                  -  5^3 

Anacreontic,  sung  at  the  Anniversary  ofT^iiey  Acidington's  Birth-Day              -  522 
Moderate  Men  and  Moderate  Measures ;  a  Song  sung  at  the  i\iiniversary  of  Hiley 

Addington's  Birth-Day,  on  the  First  of  April              .                  -                  -  ^54. 

Epigram  on  the  Addingtonian  Navy                    .                  .                  -                  _  555 

Epigrams  on  the  Blocks       ------  55^ 

Blocks;  an  Ode                  _--.--  594 

The  Doctor  defended  by  Precedent                    _                 .                 _                 _  ^^5 

The  Doctor's  Excuse         -                 -                 -                 -                 "                 -  S9S 

Origin  of  the  prevailing  Influenza  called  "  La  Grippe"                   -                  -  596 

The  Grand  Consultation                      -                  -                  -                  -                  -  616 

The  Doctor's  Mode  of  Practice  proved  to  be  neither  new  nor  successful           -  618 

Good  Intentions !  a  Poem.     Canto  I.                 .                  .                  .                  _  664 

Ode  for  his  Majesty's  Birth-Day,  1803,  by  H.  J.  Pye,  Esq.  Poet  Laureat          -  876 

The  Doctoi-  versus  Cocker                 -                 -                 ••                 -                  -  879 

IMPORTANT  TRIALS. 

Trial  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  Mackenzie,  Capt.  John  M'Donogh,  Ensign  George 
Lanigan,  Serj.  Andrew  Mackay,  and  Serj.  Alexander  Sutherland,  all  of  the 
late  Regiment  of  the  PvOss  and  Cromarty  Rangers,  accused  at  the  iiistance 
of  Daniel  Ross  and  othes,  of  being  guilty  of  the  Murder  of  certain  Persons, 
in  '.he  Streets  of  Aberdeen  -  -  _  -  .  1209 

Trial  of  Edvcird  Marcus  Despard,  for  High  Treason,  Feb.  7,   1803  -  1215; 

Trial  of  M.  Peltier,  for  a  Libel  on  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  First  Consul  of  France     1228 

LISTS  AND  TABLES. 

List  of  Acts  passed  during  the  2d  Session  c^  the  7th  Congress  of  the  United  States 

of  America  _..__-         20S6 

Table  of  the  Number  of  Bankruptcies,  from  jatuiarv  to  June,  1S03,  inclusive  2067 

Table  of  the  Prices  of  the  Three  per  Cent.  Consols,  fiom  January  to  June,  1803, 

inclusive      _-__--- 
Table  of  the  Prices  of  tlie  French  Five  per  Cent.  Coiisolides,  from  January  to 

June,  i8q^,  inclusive  .  .  ,  .  -         2068 

Table  of  the  Number  of  Christenings   and  Bwrials  v,  iiliin    tlie  Bills  of  Mortality, 

from  January  to  June,  1803,  inclusive        .  _  -  -  2068 

Table  of  the  Prices  of  the  Quartern  Loaf,  from  January  to  June,  3803,  inclusive     206S 
Table  ofth.e  Prices  of  Meat  and  Sugar,  from  January  to  June,  1803,  inclusive         2068 


2068 


DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  BINDER. 


N,  B.  After  this  foge  comes  the  Register^  heginnhig  at  page  1 ,  and  con- 
t'lmdng  on  to  page  992.      Then  foJIozvs  the  Supplement,  which  he- 

'  gins  with  page  i}g3',  and  closes  with  the  Index  of  Places. — The  Sig- 
7iatnres  of  the  Supplement  have  a  *  before  them,  except  S  S  S,  T  T  T, 
U  U  U,  XXX,  and  YY Y,  which  have  no  *  before  them. 

5^  This  Volume  must  always  be  bound  with  a  hollow  back,  and  great 
care  must  be.  taken  not  to  cut  too  much  from  the  edges  of  the  leaves.  There 
is  quite  margin  enough^  if  proper  care  be  taketi.  -i. 


London,  Jcmnary   1    to  JarMari)  8,   1803, 


.-.pr»,A»,~..»... ■■-...»-> 


TO    THE    PUBLIC. 

In  presenting  to  the  public  this  first  Num- 
ber of  my  Tb'ird  Volume,  I  think  it  not  im- 
proper just  to  state  what  has  been  the  suc- 
cess of  my  labours.  There  are  sold,  weekly, 
of  this  Work,  upon  an  average,  in  the  Unit- 
ed Kingdom  alone,  more  than  two  thousaiid 
Numbers  j  which,  when  it  is  considered, 
that  only  tifly-two  Numbers  have  been  pub- 
lished, is,  I  believe,  an  instance  of  success, 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  periodical 
publications. — The  Register  is  formed  into 
two  volumes  in  a  year,  one  ending  on  the 
30th  of  June,  and  the  other  on  the  31st 
of  December,  each  volume  having  a  Sup- 
plement containing  rather  more  matter,  in 
point  of  bulk,  than  the  Numbers  of  which 
the  volume  is  composed,  together  with  z. 
Title  and  a  copious  Index. — The  first  vo- 
lume has  been  re-published,  and  the  edition 
is  already  nearly  sold  otf.  The  Supple- 
ment to  the  Second  Volume  will  appear 
in  about  ten  days  from  this  time,  and  will 
be  furnished  to  those  gentlemen  who  take 
in  the  Numbers,  by  the  same  persons  by 
whom  those  Numbers  are  supplied.  This 
Supplement  will  contain,  amongst  a  great 
variety  of  very  important  articles,  A  Com- 
plete Collection  of  all  the  Debates  on  the  Pre- 
Iminary  and  Definitive  Treaties,  also  of  the 
Parliamentary  Papers  for  the  lubole  of  the  last 
Session,  including  the  very  interesting  Papers 
relative  to  India  ylffairs,  and  A  Complete  Col- 
lection of  all  the  Debates  during  the  present 
Session  of  Parliament,  up  to  the  Christmas 
jecess.  The  other  articles  are  too  numer- 
ous to  be  specified  in  this  place ;  but,  I 
trust,  that  the  two  volumes  will  be  tound 
to  form  A  Political  Register  for  the  Year 
1802,  as  complete  as  it  is  possible  to  make 
a  work  of  that  kind,  and  much  more  so 
than  any  thing  heretofore  offered  to  the 
Public.  My  eyes  have  been  constantly  and 
steadily  fixed  on  the  passing  political  trans- 
actions and  events,  alid,  taking  the  contents 
of  the  Numbers  and  the  Supplement  toge- 
ther, 1  have,  I  am  persuaded,  omitted  no- 
thing worthy  of  being  preserved  or  re- 
membered, 

Wm.    COEEFIT, 

London.  Jan.  1^  1S03, 
Vol.  III. 
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INVINCIBLE    STANDARD. 

Since  my  last,  (See  Vol.  11,  p.  8(35.)  the 
two  following  articles,  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject, have  appeared  in  the  True  Briton. 
They  are  inserted  here,  1st.  for  the  purpose 
of  easy  reference,  when  I  come  to  reply  to 
all  that  has  been,  or  shall  be,  set  up  against 
the  claim  of  Lutz;  and  secondly,  to  show 
my  readers,  how  little,  how  very  little, 
what  poor  miserable  tricks,  tlve  opponents 
of  that  brave  soldier  condescend  to  have 
recourse  to. 

"  We  have  the  authority  of  an  officer  of  rank, 
"  now  in  this  ciiy,  who  was  an  eye-witness  and 
"  bore  a  pair  with  the  421!  reg.  in  the  engage- 
<'  nicnt  in  which  the  Standard  of  the  French  In- 
"  vincibles  was  taken,  to  aniradtct  the  report  cir* 
<'  culated  in  the  EngHsh  papers,  that  it  was  lakcu 
'•  by  one  Lutz,  a  French  emigrant,  a  private  in 
"  the  Queen's  German  reg.  I  lie  Invinciblcs  weie 
"  all  taken,  killed,  or  destroyed,  by  the  42d  reg. 
"  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  Queen's 
"  reg.  came  up.*' — (LI.isz.'^i.li  Hctald  and  AdvLiliur  ) 
—  Tu(e  Briton,  4th  J.iiu  1  8o3. 

No  doubt  they  have  authority  "  to  contra- 
diet"'  any  thing  that  they  do  not  like.  But 
ivho  is  this  otficer  ?  What  \s  his  rank.'  and 
what  is  his  name  P  Why  does  he  not  put 
that  to  the  contradictious^  as  1  did  my  name 
to  the  narrative  ? 

"  The  gloiious  circumetance  of  the  capture  of 
"  this  standard  lias  of  late  become  much  the 
"  subject  of  dibcussion  in  the  public  papers,  from 
"  unLiuthenticated  statcmi'its,  iti^nL-rant  usierticns,  or  lui/- 
"  fu/ly  m.ilicioui  rcpracniatiohs.  It  has  been  posi- 
'<  lively  denied,  that  Serjeant  Sinclair,  <>t  the  42d 
"  legi  took  the  Invincible  Sl^uidard.  No  fact  caa 
"  be  more  certain.  Such  has  been  the  statemcet, 
"  not  only  of  the  ofTicers  ot  the  42d,  but  of  tveiy 
"  officer  who  served  in  thegloiious  campaign  ia 
"  Egypt.  In  addition  to  a  mass  of  verbal  tes- 
"  limonVj  we  have  now  that  of  a  most  gallant 
"  and  respectable  officer,  who  himself  waj  pre- 
"  sent  in  all  the  battles  in  Kgypt,  and  who  des- 
•'  cribe.s  them  in  a  work  just  publislitu,  entitled, 
"  '  A  History  of  the  British  Expedition  to  Egypt, 
"  '  &e.'  That  officer  is  Sir  Robert  Tnomas  \Vi!- 
"  son,  Lieut. -col.  of  cavaliy,  and  knight  ot  the 
"  imperial  military  order  ol  Maria  Theresa.  Af- 
"  ter  describing,  with  the  greatest  spii  ic  and  per- 
"  spicuity,  the  battle  of  the  21st  of  March,  he 
"  says, — '  In  this  battle  the  French  standard  was 
"  '  taken.— Sc'jcant  Sinclair,  ot  the  42d  leg.  and 
"  *  a  private  ot  the  Minoica,  wh(;se  name  unfor- 
"  '  innately  Cituiot  now  be  acquiied,  (this  wc 
"  '  presume  to  be  Linz;,  claimed  equally  the 
"  '  trophy,  and  it  appears  that  each  meritcrd  the 
<'  '  honour;    Stijeant    :^iaclaiv    fijs:   took  it,   but 
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"  '  Vieing  ordered  forwards  by  an  officer,  he  gnve  it 
*' *  ton  private  luho  ivai  kiUt-J.  When  the  Minorca 
«  '  advanced,  the  Fie'ich  kid  ie:.vticd  t':e  cJouis:, 
"  '  bai  the  private  wresicd  tlicm  from  the  man 
"  '  who  had  possession, and  then  bayoneted  him.'" 
—After  this  clear  and  convincing  testimony,  we 
think  no  doubt  can  remain  upon  the  mind  of  aliy 
candid  individual  with  regard  to  the  trutli  of  Ser- 
jeant Sinclair's  narrative,  or  the  motives  of  those 
who  would  wish  to  rob  him  of  an  honour  v/hich 
ii  so  justly  his  due.  We  are  far  from  desiring 
to  detract  from  the  merit  of  Lutz,  in  recovering 
the  colours  after  they  had  been  re-taken;  but  in 
doing  justice  to  i)ne  brave  man,  it  is  equally  un- 
just and  unjnstiiiablc  to  calumniate  another. — 
True  Brit,  ^tk  Jan. 

The  readers  of  the  Register  will  remem- 
ber, that  I  noticed  this  error  (_Vol.  II,  p. 
821)  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  which  arose,  I 
presume,  from  nearly  the  same  causes  as 
the  error  and  consequent  roistatement  of 
the  Highland  Society. — I  shall,  after  a  rea- 
sonable time  has  been  allowed  to  that  So- 
ciety, for  explanation,  resume  the  subject 
at  large  ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  beg  the  reader 
to  compare  Sir  Robert  Wilson's  account  with 
Serjeant  Sinclair's  narrative,  published  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Highland  Society,  (Vol. 
il.  p.  80tj.)  Such  a  comparison  will  at 
once  prove  how  far  the  above  article  will 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  Lutz's  claim,  or 
rather  of  my  claim  in  behalf  of  Lutz. 

Paine' s  Letter  to  the  Pcniilc  of  the  United  States 
ujijH  his  arri'-y.'al  tn  tha*  Coitntiy. 

Thi^  wretched  traitor  and  apostate,  who 
went  to  America  in  consecpience  of  a  letter 
of  invitation  from  his  ivorihy  f^riend,  President 
Jefferson,  (which  see  Vol.  I.  p.  756.)  has 
pubiished  a  letter,  by  way  of  recommence- 
ment of  his  labours  in  the  cause  of  rebel- 
lion and  blasphemy.  We  here  insert  it,  not 
as  a  curiosity,  but  as  a  criterion  whereby  to 
judge  of  the  notions  and  principles  of  the 
party,  of  which,  debased  as  he  is,  wc 
doubt  not  he  will  become  a  principal  organ. 
That  there  are,  however,  people  in  Ame- 
rica who  think  of  this  miscreant  as  he 
deserves,  our  readers  will  perceive  by  the 
introduction  to  his  letter;  which  introduc- 
tion we  here  insert,  and  which  is  taken 
from  a  Maryland  village  news-paper. 

*''  There  is  no  man  known  in  the  U. 
*'  States,  who  has  blasphemed  so  openly 
*'  and  wicked  as  Tom  Paine.  The  Chris- 
*'  lian  would  shudder  at  hearing  his  ex- 
*'  piessions  repeated.  This  man  has  been 
*'  selected  by  the  President,  as  his  most 
*'  favoured  friend.  He  has  not  taken  so 
*'  rnuch  pains  to  procure  a  meeting  with 
*'  any  other  person.  Is  this  done  for  the 
*'  purpose  of  insulting  the  American  peo- 


"  pie,  by  publicly  shewing  how  much  he 
"  despises  their  religious  opinions.^  Or  is  it 
"  done  for  the  purpose  of  using  him  as  an 
"  instrument  to  root  out  Christianity  in 
"  this  country  .?  Perhaps  the  President  does 
"  not  know  that  blasjihcwy  is  a  criine  which 
"  the  laws  of  Maryland  punish  severely. 
"  It  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  procure  a 
"  repeal  of  those  laws ;  or  his  friend  may 
"  (if  disposed  to  pursue  his  '  useful  la- 
"  hours,'  as  Mr.  Jefferson  calls  them)  in 
"  this  state  be  checked  in  his  infamous 
"  career.  Instead  of  friendship  and  ho- 
"  nours,  for  the  hrst  offence  he  would  be 
"  bored  through  the  tongue,  and  fined 
"  c£  20.  sterl. :  for  the  second  offence  he 
"  would  be  branded  in  the  forehead  with 
"  the  letter  B,  and  fined  =£4©  sterl.;  and 
"  for  the  third  offence  suffer  death.  And 
"  yet  the  very  man  who  has  done  what  in 
"  this  state  would  subject  him  to  such  ig- 
"  nominious  punishment,  w'ho  has  blas- 
"  phemed  his  God,  and  endeavoured  to 
"  dastroy  every  vestige  of  Christianity,  he 
*'  isJ.he  man  whom  the  President  of  the 
"  United  States  has  invited  to  this  coun- 
"  try,  and  publicly  meets  on  terms  of  inti- 
"  macy  and  friendship  Such,  people  ©f 
"  Maryland,  is  the  respect  paid  by  your 
"  President  to  your  laws  and  your  rc- 
"  ligion  !" 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States, 

Letter  the  First. — After  an  absence  of  al- 
most 13  years,  /am  again  returned  to  the  country 
in  whose  dangers  /  bore  MY  share,  and  for  whose 
greatness  /  contributed  MY  part. — When  /s.iilcd 
for  Europe  in  the  spring  of  1787,  it  was  MY  in- 
tention to  return  to  America  the  next  year,  and 
enjoy,  in  retirement,  the  esteem  of  MY  friends, 
and  the  repose  T  was  entitled  to.  /had  stood  out 
the  storm  of  one  revolution,  and  had  no  wish  to 
embark  in  another.  But  other  scenes  and  circum- 
stances than  those  of  contemplated  ease  were  allot- 
ted ME.  The  French  revolution  was  beginning 
to  germinate  when  /  arrived  in  France.  The 
principles  of  it  were  good  ;  they  were  copied 
irom  America,  and  the  men  who  conducted  it 
were  honest.  But  the  fury  of  faction  soon  ei- 
linguished  the  one,  and  sent  the  other  to  the  scaf- 
fold. Of  those  who  began  that  revolution /am 
.Tlmost  the  only  survivor,  and  that  through  a 
thousand  dangers,  /owe  this,  not  to  the  prayers 
of  priest!,  nor  to  the  piety  of  hypocrita,  but  to  the 
continntd  protection  of  Providence. — But  while  I 
beheld  with  pleasure  the  dawn  of  liberty  rising  ia 
Europe,  /saw,  with  regret,  the  lustre  of  it  fading  in 
America.  In  less  than  two  years  from  the  time  of 
MY  departure,  some  distant  symptoms  painfully 
suggested  the  idea  that  the  principles  of  the  revo- 
lution were  expiring  on  the  soil  that  produced 
them,  /received  at  that  time  a  letter  from  a  fe- 
male literary  correspondent,  and  in  MY  answer  to 
her  /  expressed  MY  fears  on  that  head  in  the  fol- 
lowing pensive  ss/i/jyz/y. — •'  You  touch  me  on  a 
"  very  tender  point  whea  you  say  that  ^my  friends 
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"  on  your  sicle  the  water  cannot  be  reconciled  to 
*'  the  idea  of  abandoning  America  even  for  my  na- 
"  tivc  England.  They  are  in  the  right.  I  had  rather 
•*  see  my  horse,  hutton, eating  the  grass  of  Borden- 
**  town  or  Morissana,  than  see  all  the  pomp  and 
**  shew  of  Europe. — A  icoo  years  hence,  for  1 
"  must  indulge  a  few  thoughts,  perhaps  in  less, 
*'  America  may  be  what  Europe  now  is.  Theinno- 
"  cence  of  her  character,  that  won  the  hearts  of 
"  all  nations  in  her  favour,  may  sound  like  a  ro- 
*'  mance,  and  her  inimitable  virtue  as  if  it  had 
'*  never  been.  The  ruins  of  that  liberty  for  which 
<*  thousands  bled,  may  just  furnish  materials  for  a 
*•  village  tale,  or  extort  a  sigh  from  rustic  sensi- 
"  bility  ;  whilst  the  fashionable  of  that  day, 
'•  enveloped  in  dissipation,  shall  deride  the  prin- 
"  ciple,  and  deny  the  fact. — When  we  contemplate 
*'  the  fall  of  empires,  and  the  extinction  of  the  na- 
"  tions  of  the  antient  world,  we  see  but  little  more 
•'  to  excite  our  regret  than  the  mouldering 
"  ruins  of  pompous  palaces,  magnificent  monu- 
*'  ments,  lofty  pyramids,  and  walls  and  towers 
"  of  the  most  costly  workmanship  ;  but  when  the 
"  empire  of  America  shall  fall,  the  subject  for 
*♦  contemplative  sorrow  will  be  infinitely  greater 
•'  than  crumbling  brass  or  marble  can  inspire. 
"  It  will  not  then  be  said,  here  stood  a  temple  of 
**  vast  antiquity,  here  rose  a  Babel  of  invisible 
•'  height,  or  there  a  palace  of  sumptuous  extra- 
*'  vagance  ;  but,  bene  !  ah  painful  thought  1  the 
*'  noblest  work  of  human  wisdom,  the  grandest 
"  scene  of  human  glory,  the  fair  cause  of  freedom 
«'  ROSE  and  FELL.  Read  this,  and  then  ask  if 
"  I  forget  America." — /now  KNOW,  from  the  in 
formation  I  obtain  upon  the  spot,  that  the  im- 
pressions that  distressed  MR,  for  /  was  proud  of 
America,  were  but  too  well  founded.  She  was 
turning  her  back  on  her  own  glory,  and  mak- 
ing hasty  strides  in  the  retrograde  path  of  obli- 
vion. But  a  spark  from  the  altar  of  SEVENTY- 
SIX,  unextinguished  and  unextinguishable  through- 
out that  long  night  of  error,  is  again  lighting  up  in 
every  part  of  the  Union,  the  genuine  flame  of  ra- 
tional liberty. — As  the  French  revolution  ad- 
vanced, it  fixed  the  attention  of  the  woild,  and 
drew  from  the  pensioned  pen  of  Edmund  Burke  a 
furious  attack.  This  brought  ME  once  more  on 
the  public  theatre  of  politics,  and  occasioned  the 
pamphlet,  RIGHTS  OF  MAN.  It  had  the  great- 
est run  of  any  work  ever  published  in  the  English 
language.  The  ni;mber  of  copies  cnxulated  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  besides  transla- 
tions into  foreign  languages,  were  between  four 
and  five  hundred  thousand. — The  principles  of 
that  work  were  the  same  as  those  of  Common 
Sense,  and  the  effect  would  have  been  the  s^me  in 
England,  as  ic  has  been  in  America,  could  the  vote 
of  the  nation  have  been  quietly  taken,or  had  equil 
opportunities  consulting  or  acting  existed.  The 
only  difllicnce  between  the  two  works,  was,  that 
the  one  was  adapted  to  the  local  circumst.inces  of 
England,  and  the  other  to  those  of  America.  As 
to  MYSELF,  /  acted  in  both  cases  alike  ;  Jrelin- 
quiaheJ  to  the  pcople'«>f  England,  as  /  had  done 
to  those  of  America,  "all  profits  from  the  work. 
MY  reward  existed  in  the  ambition  to  do  good, 
and  in  the  independent  happiness  of  my  own 
mind. — .But  a  taction,  acting  in  disguise,  was  rising 
in  America,  that  had  lost  sight  ot  first  principles. 
They  were  beginning  to  contemplate  government 
as  a  pri  fitable  monopoly,  and  the  people  as  he- 
reditary property.  It  is  therefore  no  v/onder  that 
the   Ri^^ti   of  Man  was  attacked  by  that  faction, 


and  its  author  continually  abused.  But  let  them 
go  on  ;  give  them  rope  enough,  and  they  will  put 
an  end  to  their  own  insignificance.  There  is  too 
much  common  sense  and  independence  in  .Ame- 
rica to  be  long  the  dupe  of  any  faction,  foreign  or 
domestic. — But,  in  the  midst  of  the  freedom  we 
enjoy,  the  licentiousness  of  the  papers  called  fe- 
deral (and  I  know  not  why  they  are  called  so,  for 
they  are  in  their  principles  anti-federal  and  despo- 
tic) are  a  dishonour  to  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try, and  an  iujury  to  its  reputation  and  im- 
portance abroad. — They  represent  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  America  as  destitute  of  public  principle  and 
private  manners.  As  to  any  injury  they  can  do 
at  home  to  those  whom  they  abuse,  or  service 
they  can  render  to  those  who  employ  them,  it  is 
to  be  set  down  to  the  account  of  noisy  nothing- 
ness. It  is  on  themselves  the  disgrace  recoils  ;  lor 
'he  reflection  easily  represents  itself  to  every 
thinking  mind,  that  those  who  abuse  iilsrfy  luheit 
they  possess  it,  ivould  abuse  pozver  could  ihey  obtain 
it  ;  and  therefore  they  may  as  well  take  as  a  ge- 
neral motto  for  all  such  papers,  WE  AND  OUR. 
PATRONS  ARE  NOT  FIT  TO  BE  TRUSTED 
WITH  POWER.— There  is  in  America,  more  than 
in  any  other  country,  a  large  body  of  people 
who  attend  quietly  to  their  farms,  or  follow  their 
several  occupations,  who  pay  no  regard  to  the 
clamours  of  anonymous  scribblers,  who  think  for 
themselves,  and  judge  of  government,  not  by  the 
fury  of  newspaper  writers,  but  by  the  prudent 
frugality  of  its  measures,  and  the  encouragement 
it  gives  to  the  improvement  antl  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  who  acting  on  their  oivn  judgment 
never  come  forward  in  an  election,  but  on  some 
great  occasion.  When  this  body  moves,  all  the 
little  barkings  of  scribbling  and  witless  curs  pass 
for  nothing.  To  say  to  this  independent  descrip- 
tion of  men  you  7nust  turn  out  such  or  <uch  persons  at 
the  next  election,  jor  they  have  taken  off  a  great  many 
taxes,  and  lessened  the  expensn  cf  govermncnt ;  they 
have  dismissed  my  son,  or  my  brother,  or  myself,  frorn  a 
lucrative  office  in  ivhick  there  ivas  no'ln/ig  to  do,  is  to 
shew  the  cloven  foot  of  faction,  and  preach  the  lan- 
guage of  ill-disguised  mortification.  In  every  pait 
of  the  Union  this  faction  is  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  and  in  proportion  as  its  fate  approachc?» 
it  gnashes  Its  teeth,  and  struggles.  MY  arrivai 
has  struck  it  with  a  hydrophobia  ;  it  is  like  the 
sight  of  water  to  canine  madness. 

As  this  letter  is  intended  to  announce  MY  ar- 
rival to  MY  friends,  and  to  MY  enemies,  if  /have 
any,  for  /ought  to  have  none  in  America,  and  as 
introductory  to  others  that  will  occasionally  fol- 
low, /  shall  close  it  by  decL\ring  the  line  of  con- 
duct /  shall  pursue. — /  have  no  occasion  to  ask, 
and  do  not  intend  to  accept,  any  place  or  ofHce 
in  the  government.  There  is  none  it  couJd  give 
ME  that  would  be  any  ways  equal  to  the  profits  / 
could  make  as  an  author,  for  /  have  an  establish- 
ed fame  in  the  literary  world,  couid  /reconcile  it 
to  MY  principles  to  make  money  by  politics  cr 
RELIGION,  /must  be  in  every  thing  what  /ever 
have  been,  a  disinterested  volunteer.  MY  proper 
sphere  of  action  is  on  the  common  floor  ot  citi- 
zenship, and  to  honest  men  /give  MY  hand  and. 
JvlY  heart  ircely. — /  have  some  manuEcnpt  worki 
to  publish,  of  which  /shall  give  proper  notice  : 
and  some  mechanical  affairs  to  bring  forward  that 
will  employ  all  MY"  leisure  time.  /  shall  coml- 
nue  these  letters  as  /  see  occasiop,  and  as  lo  the 
low  party  prints  that  choose  to  abuse  ME,  they 
are  welcome.  /  shall  not  descend  to  answer  them. 
E   2 
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/  have  hccn   too  much  accustomed  to  such  cr>m-   j  have   sought    there  a    refugre,    from   wlience 

they  eiubarR  ui  hshing-boats,  and  come  upon 
our  coasts  to  asiassinate  unfortunate  women 
and  unfortunate  proprietors. — But  these 
plots  are  vain  ;  let  us  hope  that  they  will 
continue  to  be  so.  The  French  government 
will  always  cut  the  thread  of  such  in- 
trigues, although  they  may  be  woven  with 
much  art,  like  the  Gordian-Knot.  The 
Continent  will  remain  in  peace,  but  the 
glory  will  accrue  to  the  French  people,  and 
the  remorse  to  the  friends  of  vTir.  Yes, 
the  remorse,  after  ten  years  of  war,  when 
a  third  part  of  the  generation  has  perished. 
Is  there  now  a  mother  in  England,  Germa- 
ny, Italy,  or  France,  who  must  not  regard 
witli  horror,  Grenville,  ^^'indham,and  Min- 
to  !  those  men  who  provoke  war  which  they 
will  be  proper  to  recollect  it   in    the   events  |  never  make.     In   the,  bosom  of  a  wealthy 


itlon  stuff  to  take  auv  notice  of  it.  Th.e  guveni- 
iiiciit  of  England  honoured  ME  with  a  tiiotisand 
niartyidoms  by  burning  Ml-^  in  effigy  in  cvety 
town  in  that  country,  and  their  hirelings  in  Ame- 
rica may  do  the  sam'e.  THOMAS  I^AINE. 
Ci/y  ojJ{'<2shitigton,  Nov.  12,  l8o:. 

Extract  from  the   French   Official  Gazette,  the 
Muniteur,  dated  January  1,  1803. 

Lord  Pelham,  a  Minister  of  the  King  of 
England,  made  use  of  these  words  in  the 
House  of  Peers  : — "  Lord  Grenville  was 
"  wrong  in  saying,  that  we  wish  to  isolate 
♦'  ourselves.  Our  intention  is  to  profit,  by 
"  every  opportunity  that  may  occur  on  the 
**  Continent,  to  contribute  to  the  safety  of 
"  our  country." — Tiiis  reveals  to  us  the  se- 
cret of  what  we  have  already   seen,  and  it 


which  may  succeed. — Wheh  we  learn  that 
a  swarm  of  Secret  Agents,  under  the  or- 
ders of  Drake,  VVickham,  ^:c.  inundate  Ger- 
many and  Italy,  we  may  presage  tljat  the 
prophecy  of  Lord  Pelham  is  realized,  ard 
that  the  Continent  is  menaced  with  a  cri- 
sis. Birds  of  evil  augury,  they  will  bear 
every  where  the  signal  of  carnage  and 
devastation. — If  war  is  a  scourge  more 
terrible  for  mankind  than  famine,  pestilence, 
or  drought,  what  profound  perversity  must 
have  rendered  insensible  to  all  the  sentiments 
of  nature,  Grenville,  Windliam,  and  Min- 
to  1 — They  have  endeavoured  for  several 
months  to  disturb  Holland,  Switzerland,  and 
Germany  ;  they  endeavour  at  this  moment 
to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Genoa/  and 
this  is  the  object  of  the  frequent  voyages  of 
the  frigate  Medusa. — They  have  endeavour- 
ed to  bring  about  a  revolution  at  Naples. 
Muliterno  and  Belpucci  have  been  arrested  at 
Calais,  at  the  moment  when  they  were  em- 
barking to  confer  at  London  with  the  agents 
of  the  faction  which  directed  them. — I'hey 
are  arrested,  and  their  process  is  commenced. 
The  Counsellor  of  State,  Thibaudeau,  has 
already  interrogated  them  several  tunes ;  their 
papers  are  iiumerous  and  -very  interesting. — 
Thus  they  seek  also  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Pope,  and  two  agents,  who 
both  took  a  part  in  the  civil  disorders  of 
Home,  have  inet  at  Paris,  the  one  coming 
from  London  and  t!ie  other  from  Italy. — In 


and  magnificent  city,  surrounded  by  all  the 
delights  and  comforts  of  life,  they  provoke 
the  massacre  of  the  rest  of  mankind.  —  Is 
there  a  sovereign  upon  the  Continent  whose 
essential  study  is  now  not  to  read  with  at- 
tention, and  to  meditate  profoundly,  on  the 
speeches  and  the  ideas  which  reveal  that 
infernal  policy,  confessed  now  with  a  shamc- 
lessness  unexampled  in  the  history  of  na- 
tions, and  which  can  only  be  the  effect  of 
delirium,  the  first  punishment  of  crime } 
—Mr.  Windham  accuses  ministers  of  not 
having  allies,  and  at  the  same  moment  be 
speaks  of  the  Russian  nation  as  ferocious  and 
barbarous  *,  The  Emperor  Alexander  will, 
doubtless,  despise  such  provocations;  but  if 
we  consult  the  annals  of  all  people  and  all 
times,  has  not  the  Russian  nation  the  right 
of  demanding  a  just  satisfaction  P — At  the 
same  time  they  give^-x'^;  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling to  a  miserable  emigrant,  for  printing  a 
libel  against  the  grandson  of  Frederick  11. 
against  that  wise  prince,  the  friend  of  his 
people,  to  whom  Europe  owes  in  part  the 
tt-aufjuillity  and  the  repose  which  it  begins 
toetijoy. — What  if  the  King  of  Prussia  should 
exact  a  punishment  for  a  conduct  so  strange, 
on  the  part  of  a  nation  with  whom  he  is 
at  peace,  on  the  part  of  a  government  for 
\vhom  he  has  preserved  the  state  of  Hano- 
ver ? — In  order  to  insult  all  the  governments 
of  Europe,  they  support  the  same  principles 
as  the  I'unisians    and    the  Algerines,  who. 


pursuance  ot  the  same  system  Mr.  iMoore  \  although  at  peace,  insult  the  flag  of  all  na 
appears  on  the  Continent  surrounded  by  /A.^tionsj  but  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
•^gmts  of  Butbeil,  y.\iO  aie  _  miserably  sul-  ,  they  only  attack  weak  powers  ;  and  certain  W 
hed  with  every_  c,nme.-It  is  also  for  the  I  Pranee,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  may  at  length 
purpose  ot  exciting  storms  upon  the  Con-  l  l,,ome  fatigued  ivith  this  excess  'of  licentious^ 
tinent,  that  more  than  100  brigands  at  Jer-  „,,,,  ^„^  ,^y  a^t  it  shall  exist  no  longer.-- 
sey,  condemned  by  the  tribunals  for_  rob-  -r^^the  Vc.utat.ou  ol  Uus  laU.huJdTW 
bents,  assassinations^  and  incendiary  crimes,  |  ler,  p.  859. 


9] 


JANUARY  1  TO  JANUARY  8,  1803. 


[lO 


They  complain  of  not  having  allies,  and  all  i 
the  diatribes  of  the   taction    tend  to    prove 
that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  was  betrayed, 
when   advised   by  a,  perfidious  minister,  he 
twice  sacrificed  the  flower  of  his  armies,  in 
order   to    support  that  cause,    and  not   his 
own. — We  may  apply  to  these  orators  wliat 
was  said   of  the  Council  of  Kings  of  Ba- 
bylon :  "  They  give  all  the  Counsels  which 
"   they  ought  not  to  give,  and  the*)'^  neglect 
"  those  alone  which  ought  to  be  followed." 
— These  men  do  not  speak  either  the  opi- 
nion or  the  wish  of  the  English   NATION. 
That  nation  so  enrigbiencd,  so  pbilosopb'ic,   has 
other  'vitvjs   and  other  opinions,   and  IF  IT 
HAD  HAD  TO  APPOINT  ITS  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES,   it  would  not  have  chosen 
Lord  Grenville,  Windham,  or  Mi n to.     But 
what   do  they  wish  ?  They  have  ruhied  the 
finances   of  their  country,    by  their  foolish 
enterprizes;    they  have  lost  the   good   opi- 
nion  of  Europe   by  their  arrogance.     The 
Twice,    when    he  discovered    them,   cbas-ed 
ihcmfiom  his  prese?icc.     They  have  remained 
wiih  their  regrets,  which   pursue  them,   tor- 
ment them,   and    give   to  all   their  actions, 
■and   all   their  speeches,    that    furious  tone 
which  reveals  the  state    of  their   minds. — 
Trouble,   disorder,  and   blood  can  alone  re- 
Keve  them  ;     they  wish  for    trouble,   disor- 
der and    blood. — Their  speeches  are   those 
which  the  celebrated   Milton    placed  in  the 
mouth    of    Satan. — But    we  despise   these 
fallen    actors,    and    we    repeat    again    and 
again,  that  the  peace,  the  luhole  of  (be  peace, 
and  nothing   but    the  peace,  can   consolidate 
Europe,  and   England  especially.     It  would 
be  a  wise  and  patrictic  lata   which  should 
frevevi  those  ministers  ivbo  have  retired,  from 
sitting  during  the  first  seven  years  of  their  re- 
tirement, in  the  Parliament  of  England. — Ano- 
ther  law  not  less  wise,  would  be,  that  every 
member  who  insulted  a  people  and  a  friendly 
power,   siiould   be    condc?nned   to    tvuo  years 
silence.  When  the  tongue  offends,  the  tongue 
should  be  punished. — To    conclude,  it  re- 
sults from  all  their  speeches,  that  they  wish 
for  war ;  but  that   they  are  without  allies, 
and  without  credit  upon   the  Continent. — 
We   shall    therefore  have  peace,  thanks  to 
their  discredit. — Tender  mothers,  good  citi- 
zens, enlightened  philanthropists,  bless  Hea- 
ven for  the  discredit  of  that  faction  ;   for  its 
credit    upon    the    Continent  would  be  the 
signal  for  the  death  of  your  children,  for  the 
dt^vastationofyour  Provinces,  for  the  mourn- 
ing of  all  nature  !  !  \—{Mjnifeur). 

Later  from  tlu  Secretary  at  War  for  the    Island  of  Sar- 
dittla,  to  the  Maritin-.e  I'riftct  at    Tou'on,   rc/a.'i've   /j 
the  Slaves  ivho  ivers  lit>erut:dhy  ths,  Gov.  cf  Algiers. 
Sir, — Some  uncertain  acrounti   bad    bcfyie   m- 


formed  us  of  thegencrous  and  succe'S'iful  intcrposi- 
tion  of   Rear-Adir.iral  Lcssigues,  with  the  Bey    of 
Tunis    in  favour  of   a   certain  iiumbsr   of  the    in- 
habitants of  the   island    of  St.    I'lifire,   v/ho    were 
cariied  off  by  iome  armed  ships  Irom  Harbary,  in 
the  year  1 79-.      But,  wc    kntw    nut   whether    we 
might  give  faith  to   that  interesting  piece  of  ntw^, 
till  your  letter  of  the   isth  of  Oct.    put  an  erd  to 
all  our  doubts. — Sir,  at   the  moment   at    which   l 
have  the  honour  to  write  to  you,    his    R.    H.     the 
Duke  de  Genevcrs   is   in    the   deepest  all'Uccion  on 
account  of  the  sudden  death  ot   a  brother,  whoin 
he  tenderly  loved,  and  whose  lo^.s  is  a  great  pulilic 
calamity. —  An   incident   so   distressing,  tiunigh    t 
has   withdrawn  his  attention  for  a  time   from  the 
concern?  of  public     business,   yet    hss  not    !iin- 
deted  him  from  sympathizing    in  the  good  fortune 
of  those  poor  men  who  are  sogenerou^ly   restored 
to  libetty  and  to  their  country. — It  gives    me    the 
highest  pleasure,  Sir,  that  1  have  tlie  honour  of 
testifying  to  you,   in  the   name  of  his  R.  H.   that 
gra  eful  sense  which  he  entertains   of  an  act  so 
nobly   humane.      I    flitter  myself  that  you  will' 
have    the    goodness  to  make   it    known    to    the 
French  gov.  wiiich  could  not  have  employed  a  fit- 
ter person   than  yourself  to  discharge  the  last  act 
in  the  completion  of  views    so    bcnelicent. — I   am, 
with  the  highest  regard,   Sir,  your  most   obedient 
humble  Servant,  Quejada, 

Nov.  6,  1802.  Sec.  at  War  for  Sardinia. 

Note  transmitted  hy  the  Siredhh  Min'/ster  to  the  Deputa- 
tion at  Ratisbon,  relative  to  a  Proviiion  for  the  EceU' 
siastical  Princes. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  has  learnt  with 
satisfaction,  that  several  of  the  co-estates  have 
proposed,  that  a  proper  provision  shall  be  made 
For  the  Ecclesiastical  Princes,  who  have  lost  their 
states  by  the  treaty  of  peace.  Those  Princes, 
whose  states  have  been  the  continual  theatre  of 
the  war,  deserve  tie  higliest  consideration.  Of 
this  number  are  tiie  Princes  Bishops  of  l^iege  ami 
fiasle,  and  liis  Highness  thetlector  of  Treves.  The 
proposed  plan  of  a  contribution  of  Roman  months 
seems  to  be  less  proper,  as  it  depends  absolutely 
on  the  will  of  each  .state  in  particular,  ar>d  does 
not  offer  to  the  [Jensioners  a  sufficient  security. 
In  the  25th  and  36th  sittings  of  the  Deputation, 
the  Sub-delegates  of  Saxony  and  Bohemia  tieated 
and  discussed  this  object  with  so  much  ability, 
that  it  gives  a  real  pleasure  to  his  Majesty  to  ad- 
here to  the  principles  they  have  established,  and 
to  their  propositions.  Since  his  accession  to  the 
throne,  and  during  the  war  now  termin.ited,  his 
Majesty  caused  his  subjects  to  furnish,  with  an 
exactness  of  which  few  states  of  the  Empire  could 
give  an  example,  the  contingent  imposed  on 
him,  and  the  Roman  months  which  had  been 
granted.  Thc-se  charges  of  the  war  are  too  sen- 
sible and  too  burthensomc  to  Swedish  Poroerania, 
to  make  it  compatible  with  the  paternal  solici- 
tude of  his  Majesty  for  his  subjects,  to  consent 
that  any  more  charges  of  the  like  kind  should  be 
imposed  on  them  after  the  re-establishmcnt  of 
peace.  The  intention  of  his  Majesty  in  his  qua- 
lity of  Duke  of  Anterior  Pomerauia,  consequently 
i^  to  provide  against  all  concession  of  the  Ro- 
man months,  or  other  subsidies  on  the  part  of 
all  the  elates  of  the  Empire,  which  might  arise 
from  the  afiair  of  the  indemnities,  J^put-Mijd. 

Ratisbon,  Dec.  o,  1S02.  .^■,, ,■„,■,■ 

\^  Prote-t  of  the  Bailiff  of  Phen    eigaimt   th:    Proclamal'ton 
of  the  Senate  of  Luheck. 
Tlie  free  imptri:U  cify  of  lubeck  having,  by 
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a  proclamation  of  the  nth  inst.  declared  its  re- 
solution tc  occupy  the  whole  tract  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  chapter  and  bishop  of  Luheck,  be- 
tween the  Tryvc,  the  Baltic,"  and  Himmelsdorf 
Lake,  a  li«e  which  is  cbawn  above  Schwartan, 
at  a  distance  of  at  least  500  French-i:oises  from 
the  Trave — I  the  undersigned  do  by  superior  au- 
thority, and  in  the  r.ime  of  his  Majesty  the  King, 
my  iv.on  graciouj  Snvrrcion,  y.^/^.v  'against  the 
occupation  of  any  village  helotiging  to  the  chap- 
ter, and  do  in  the  most  solemn  manner  resene  to 
his  Majesty  the  King,  to  his  most  Serene  Wvih- 
ness  the  Prince  Bishop,  and  to  the  venerable 
Chapter,  all  their  just  rights.  ^'.  Fon  Her.m >.g-> . 

From  the  C^n'.lc  of  FIcen,   Dec.  i?.,  1802. 

At  the  same  time  appeared  the  following  pro- 
clamation :— "  In  tlie  name  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Denmark,  &c.— The  magistrates  of  the 
free  imperial  city  of  Lubcrk,  having  notified  by 
proclamati(«n  of  the  nth  inst.  their  intention  "to 
occupy  a  part  of  the  villages  belonging  to  the 
Prince  Bishop  and  Chapur,  to  which  the  King, 
my  gracious  Sovereign,  can  bv  no  means  consenu 
—The  subjects  of  the  Prince  Bishop  and  Chapter 
are  hereby  desired  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  said 
proclamation,  and  to  pull  it  down,  and  deliver  it 
in  wherever  (hey  shall  hud  it."        .-1.  Fon.  Hennivgs. 

CiUtic   of  Plneri,  Dec.  la,  iSci. 


Tu'ih,  Vet.  19 — The  presents  wliicli  the  Tunisi.in 
Ambassador  carries  to  Paris  for  Mad.  Buona- 
parte, consi-t  of  two  very  elegant  Moorish  female 
dresses,  ricliiy  embellished  with  diamonds.  For 
the  First  Consul  he  carr'es  ten  beautiful  horse,-, 
some  lions,  &c.  The  Bey  received  from  the  French 
Rear-Admiral  Lessegucs,  several  mu-kets  and  pis- 
tols or  the  finest  workmanship,  from  the  manu- 
factory of  Versailles,  and  other  presents  of  great 
Value.  The  Minister,  Sidi-Jnssuf  Sahib- Gauba, 
received  a  iarge  diamond  ring. — There  are  now 
in  all  47  Barbary  corsairs  at  sea,  which  dailv  take 
prizes  on  the  Itaban  coasts. 

Comtn,:un',fk,  }<ln.  ci.— Lord  Elgin  is  makins; 
preparations  for  his  re:urn  ro  England,  on  ac"- 
count  of  the  ill  state  of  his  health.— The  Poite 
lias  received  advice  that  the  Beys  in  Upper  Egypt 
have  made  exertions  to  break  through  the  cordon 
of  Turkish  troop-,  to  get  to  the  English;  but  that 
their  design  has  been  frusfated  bv  the  Pacha  of 
Cai.'-o. — Col.  Sebastiani  styles  hirnseit'  Frer,  h  en- 
voy extraord.  for  the  whole  Levant. 

St.  Pc!etshu>gh,Drc.  7.— By  a  French  courier  re- 
t-tirning  to  Paris,  our  Monarch  has  written  tu  the 
Firs:  Consul,  anfl  most  strongly  interested  hiinself 
in  the  fate  ot  the  King  of  Sardinia,  of  Switzer- 
land, Piedmont.  Parma,  and  I'lacentia;  observin^r, 
that  he  cannot  believe  the  report,  that  ihcoc  three 
countries  are  to  be  incorporated  with  the  French 
republic.  —  Admiral  Count  Mordwinof  has  re- 
signed. 

Ccron,  De:.  n.  Politic?!  tranquillity  is  not  yet 
fully  re-est.ib!is!,cd  in  the  republic  of  the  Seven 
Mes,  The  Russian  Admiral  on  that  station  xvas 
lately  obliged  to  employ  both  a  land  and  a  naval 
force  against  the  enemies  of  gond  order. 

Fro'itkrs  of  Rus,;,;,  D,r.  11.— A  courier  from  St. 
Petersburgh,  dispatched  from  the  French  Ambas- 
sador there  to  Paris,  brings  advice  that  the  Em- 
peror v/ill  accq-.t  the  guarantee  of  Malta,  as  soon 
as  some  alterations  shall  be  made  to  the  articles 
Dt  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  relative  to  that  point, 

Efr?:e,  l-jca.  12,— The  Administrative  Chamber 
e.  ThcC.n.oti  «t/ijr»>.ne  has  been  authorised  to 


levy  a  contribution  of  25,000  francs  in  the  canton, 
to  make  up  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  French  troops. 

Franlfort,  Dec.  14. — It  is  now  resolved  that  our 
fortifications  shall  be  demolished.  Tiris  is  the 
wish  of  the  French  govt,  and  it  is  indeed  very  ac- 
ceptable here. — Only  the  town-wall  will  be  lett 
standing — The  report  that  the  r.mperor  has  rati- 
fied the  Recess,  or  plan  of  indemnities,  is  not  ccn- 
tirmed. 

Alil-.iri,  Drc.  12. — The  organic  law  which  esta- 
blishes the  new  gov.  at  Genoa,  has  been  publish- 
ed there.  1  he  gov.  will  consist  of  a  senate,  in 
which  a  doge  is  to  preside.  There  are  to  be  5 
great  officers  of  state,  viz  the  nrinistcrs  of  jus- 
tice and  legislation,  of  the  interior,  of  war,  of  the 
marine,  and  of  finance.  ,  Tiie  senate  is  to  consist 
of  josenatorb;  each  senator  to  be  30  years  old, 
and  remain  in  office  6  years.  The  doge  is  to  be 
cho?en  by  the  senate,  and  continue  in  office  6 
years  ;  norcan  he  again  be  elected  till  after  6  years. 

Btriin,  Dec.  18. —  Ye-^terday  arrived  a  Dutch 
courier,  with  the  exchange  of  the  convention  con- 
cluded between  the  court  and  the  F.atavian  repub- 
lic, relative  to  the  towns  of  Savenaar,  Huissen,  and 
Malbourg. 

Viennr.,  Dc:.  iS.— On  the  15th  inst.  H.  R.  H. 
the  Ducliess  Dowager  t>f  Parma  at  rived  hei-e.  The 
Emperor  received  her  at  the  palace,  and  led  her 
to  her  Majesty  the  Ensprcss. — The  order  of  the 
Frencli  gnvtinment  that  the  silk  of  Piedmont,  and 
other  Italian  Statc^,  shall  only  be  sold  to  dealers 
in  France,  will  be  ^ery  sensibly  felt  at  Vienna, 
and  probably  cause  the  failure  of  several  silk,  nia- 
nufactuies  there. 

B.n'.e,  Dec.  20. — Cit.  Hocpyffnef,  editor  of  a  Ger- 
m.an  gazette  at  Berne,  has  been  again  arrested, 
for  inserting  in  his  journal,  a  satire  against  the 
minister  and  general  in  chief,  Ney. 

Hague,  Dec.  29 — A  letter  from  the  Gov.  Gen.  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  has  been  received, inform- 
ing the  government  that  the  colony  has  been  re- 
stored by  the  English  in  the  mo.-:i  flourishing  con- 
dition.— Gen.  Victor,  Capt.  Gen.  of  Louisiana,  is 
arrived  here,  and  has  h:id  several  conferences  with 
the  French  ambassador  and  the  govt.  He  has  ex- 
amined at  Roterdam,  and  along  the  Meuse,  all  the 
pteparativ>ns  for  the  expedition.  He  will  remain 
at  the  Hague  till  he  embarks,  which  will  take  place 
on  board  the  frigate  La  Furieuse.  T  he  transports 
will  not  be  equipped  this  month. — Dec.  31.  On  the 
24th  inst.  sailed  under  convoy  of  the  corvette  De 
Vlieg,  a  squadron  of  transports  cariying  put  troops, 
civil  officers,  with  ammunition  and  other  articles, 
to  Eatavia  and  the  Molucca  Isles.  That  same  day 
sailed  likewise  a  force  of  icco  or  1200  men,  to 
Surinam,  Dcmerara,  and  the  Vv''est  India  Isles;  in 
whxh  the  govt,  intends  to  keep  stronger  garrisons 
than  it  has  yet  allowed  to  be  intimated  in  the 
newspapeis  of  this  country.  The  troops  are  to  go 
out  in  small  detachments,  and  so  as  to  elude  as 
miirh  as  possible  the  notice  of  other  pov/ers. 

Paris,  Dec.  2C. — In  the  Council  of  the  Admini- 
stration, which  was  held  this  day,  the  Minister 
of  the  Treasury  gave  in  an  account  of  all  expenses 
of  negotiations,  discounts  of  bills,  services,  and 
transfers  of  nioney,  discharged  out  of  the  treasury, 
from  the  23d  of  Sept.  iSor,  to  the  23d  of  Sept.  1802, 
the  icth  year  of  the  French  Republic— The  re- 
sults which  he  presented  were  highly  satisfactory, 
the  total  expense  upon  those  objects  collectively, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  1 5  millions  of  livres,  or 
about  630,000!,  sterling,  which  is  ^  less  than  was 
ihe  iymc  branch  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year 
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immediately  preceding.  This  account,  with  the 
several  docuiueiUs  by  which  it  is  authsnticated, 
will  be  communicated  to  the  Legislative  Body  at 
its  first  ineei:iii<;,  and  afterwards  printtd. — Among 
the  papers  laid  before  the  Consuls  by  the  Minister 
of  the  Treasury,  was  a  curious  statement  of  the 
daily  expense  of  discounting  the  bills  of  tlie  Re- 
ceiver General  of  the  Rev.  commencing  from  the 
end  of  the  year  8  (Sept.  23,  ib'oo),  com.ing  down 
to  the  enH  of  the  year  lo  (Sept.  13,  1802). — Some 
few  days  hefore  the  battle  of  Marengo  the  discount 
of  those  bills  was  at  5  per  cent,  per  month. — In 
the  course  of  the  year  9,  it  ''ell  first  to  2,  and  then 
to  I  1  per  cent  per  month. — In  the  year  ro  it 
varied  from  n;-i6ths  to  3-4ths  per  month. — Tt  is 
DOW  fixed  for  the  whole  of  the  year  u  at  ^  per 
cent,  per  month. — There  b  noiu  n&othcr govt,  in  Europe 
ivhoiS  bills  arc  discounted  at  so  m')di:ratc  iin  interest. 
At  the  Council  of  Administration,  which  is  to 
be  held  next  Saturday,  the  Ministers  of  Finance, 
and  the  Public  Treasury,  will  present  the  ge- 
neral account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
Kepublic,  during  the  year  10.  Each  minister  will 
transmit,  at  the  same  time,  a  particular  account 
of  the  expenses  of  his  department.  In  the  same 
council  the  budget  will  be  drawn  up,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislative  Body  for  the  service  of 
the  year  n. — The  Caisse  a'' Anvii tisieiiient  is  can- 
celling in  the  great  book  the  5  per  cent,  consols, 
which  it  has  bought.  The  state  of  its  operations 
will  he  joined  to  the  general  account  of  finan- 
ces, which  will  be  presented  to  the  Legislative 
Body.  It  will  afford  results  of  a  nature  to  satisfy 
all  persons  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  re- 
public.;— Moniteur. — Gen.  Victor,  who  is  to  be 
Capt.  Governor  of  Louisiana,  left  Brussels  on  the 
i3th,  on  his  way  to  Holland,  where  he  was  to 
put  iiimsclf  at  the  head  of  the  French  armament, 
wdiicii  is  shortly  to  set  sail  from  Helvoctskiys,  in 
order   to  take  possession  of  that  immense  country. 

Dec.  30.  On  Wednesday  last  thtie  v/as  held  a 
council  of  Finance.  The  ministers  of  the  finances, 
and  of  the  public  treasury,  gave  in  an  account  of 
the  receipts  for  the  year  10. — The  receipts  of  the 
ye«r  10  exceed  by  ^<2  millions  the  estimate  of  the 
minister  of  finance.  This  estimate  itself  exceeded 
the  receipts  of  the  year  9,  thirty  millions.  The 
year  10  thus  offers  a  total  increase  beyond  the 
year  9,  of  80  millions. — It  is  computed  that  the 
receipts  of  the  year  it  will  exceed  by  30  millions 
those  of  the  year  10,  which  would  make  a  differ- 
ence between  nine  and  eleven  of  no  millions. 
These  accounts  contain  nothing  but  what  is  real 
and  effective. — On  the  1st  Yendcmiairc,  year  it, 
all  the  resources  of  the  year  38  v.'ere  entire,  and  the 
132  millions  of  government  bills  upon  the  sup- 
plies of  the  year  1 1,  were  all  in  the  public  treasury. 
The  results  of  these  accountSj  in  all  their  details, 
all  the  leceipts,  specifying  the  amount  of  each  par- 
ticular tax,  in  each  particular  department,  as 
well  as  the  balance  at  the  public  treasury,  will  be 
printed  and  published  daring  the  approaching 
session  of  the  legislative  body. —  Moniteur. 

Dec.  2,1- — The  members  of  the  legislative  body 
who,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  existing  con- 
stitution were  to  vacate  their  seats,  will  cease  to 
exercise  their  functions  on  the  ist  of  next  Pluviuse 
(Jan.  21.)  — Cit.  Galli,  of  the  department  of  the 
Po,  IS  appointed  a  counsellor  of  stale  for  the 
home  department. — Cit.  Segur,  a  member  of  the 
legislative  body,  is  nominated  a  coun.ellor  of  state 
for  the  home  department. — The  legislative  body 
will  jeconimence  their  sittings  for  the  year  il  on 
the  1 6t  of  ceit  VeatOse  (Feb.  ao). 
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Buonaparte's  Address  to  tht  Hehetic  Depit'ies,  fui/h/.ej 
(It  Paris,  l)n.  -2  8,  1802. 
The  more  I  leara  of  your  country,  so  much 
the  more  am  I  convinced  that  it  cannot,  with  ad- 
v.'ntage,  have  more  than  a  single  government. 
By  the  representative  system  the  democratic  can- 
tons would  be  subjected  to  the  necessity  ot  pay- 
ments to  which  they  are  unaccustomed.  The  de- 
scendants of  William  Tell  must  know  neither  the 
restraint  of  chains,  nor  the  payment  of  imposts. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  for  Berne,  and  the  other 
great  cantons,  the  attempts  at  pure  democracy 
were  absurd.  Your  different  cantons  must  of  ne- 
cessity have  diversities  of  constitutional  atrange- 
mezit.  With  three  leading  exceptions,  you  must 
be  re-established  nearly  in  the_  same  political  or- 
der in  which  yi.)u  were  before.  The  inequality  of 
rights  which  subsisted  among  the  old  cantons  ;  tlie 
relations  between  sovereign  and  .subject  states; 
with  the  prerogatives  of  the  Patrician  families 
must  be  abolished  for  ever.  Under  these  correc- 
tions of  the  consiiiuiions  of  the  cantons,  Swit- 
zerland may  possess  a  federative  government  of 
etTective  vigour. — ror  t'ae  maintenance  of  an  in- 
dependent central  gov.  your  country  is,  by  the  in- 
vincible parsimonv  of  nature,  too  poor.  Your  gov. 
cannot  be  other  than  one  which  may  be  support- 
ed without  a  buithensome  civil  list.  You  can- 
not now  act  that  parr,  amo-jg  the  great  powers 
of  Europe,  to  wiiich  you  were  formerly  not  un- 
equal, when  those  which  now  constitute  the  great 
powers,  were  subdivided  into  a  multitude  of  petty 
states.  Your  real  force  would  be  enfeebled,  your 
present  militia  would  be  lost  by  the  institution  of 
a  standing  army.  Y'ou  might,  indeed,  become 
great  by  forming  two  departments  of  France.  But 
from  France  you  are  separated  by  the  eternal  in- 
destructible barriers  of  nature.  Between  two  pow- 
ers, between  whioii  there  is  a  balance  of  force 
and  influence,  you  are  safe.  Preserve  your  neutra- 
lity, your  laws,  your  political  tranquillity,  your 
good  morals;  and  your  fortune  cannot  but  be 
happy.  Confederative  government  enfeebles  great 
states  ;  but,  by  concentrating,  invigorates  the 
energies  of  those  which  arc  small.  Besides,  whom 
would  you  place  at  the  liead  of  your  centra^ 
government  .''  If  several  persons,  would  there  not 
be  a  division  of  their  opinions  and  interests  ?  If 
one  man,  who  is  theie  amoiig  you,  whom  you 
would  all  be  willing  to  invest  with  the  necessary 
confidence  and  authority  .•"  I,  invested  as  I  am,  by 
the  confidence  of  a  great  nation,  with  the  pow- 
er of  its  supreme  magistracy,  could  not  under- 
take to  govern  you.  Should  •■  .u  chuse  a  native 
of  Zuiich,  the  inhabitants  of  Berne  would  be  dis- 
satisfied. By  the  choice  of  a  catholic,  oBen-ce 
would  be  given  to  the  protestants.  By  the  re- 
storation of  the  gov.  of  the  cantons,  you  may 
become  happier  than  by  any  merely  central  gov. 
During  the  existence  of  one  single  gov.  tor  all 
Swnzerland,  what  have  you  known  but  incessant 
and  unavailing  changes  ?  Last  year  /you  drove 
away  a  diet  legitimaitly  nominated  by  the  people. 
Of  your  last  constitution  I  cannot  approve  ;  a 
central  gov.  cannot  be  maintained  among  you, 
without  the  presence  of  French  troops.  Your  pre- 
sent gov.  knows  this  by  experience.  Its  members 
spoke  the  voice  of  patiiotibm,  in  consenting  that 
the  French  troops  should  be  witlidravn  ;  but 
their  prudence  in  that  consent  was  not  justified  hy 
the  event  J  which  toliuwed.  As  a  Fiench  citizen, 
I  cannot  but  add  that  Switzerland,  thcugh  inde- 
pendent in  regard  to  its  own  affairs,  nuivt  '  ot  be 
gg  j,a  Its  reUtions  to  France. — ^o  En^liUi  emis- 
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siiies  are  to  he  eufertained  in  Switzerland.  JJ'uh 
£.ni:l,ind  thi  Stv'ni  >nuit  e-.tcr  into  no  treaty  !  !  The 
gov.  of  Kerne  has  ever  been  in  the  liabit  of  seek- 
ing the  support  of  foreign  powers  hostile  to 
f  ranee.  Thts  example  was  allowed  by  Reding,  and 
the  other  leaders  in  the  last  insurrection.  Such 
must  never  a^^nin  be  the  policy  of  Switzerland. 
France  will  never  permit  the  Leman  territory, 
of  which  the  iijiabiiants  are  by  blood  and  lan- 
gtmge  allied  to  the  French,  to  become  again  sub- 
jects to  the  Swiss.  Tlie  basis  of  your  new  struc- 
ture must  be  taken  from  the  revolution  and  the 
will  of  the  people.  In  the  whole,  the  people  must 
be  satisfied,  and    no  takes  must  be  imposed. 

-JJi'i?"-??  of  the  French  Consuh  relative  to  tne  EstabUihment 

of  '.-hamheri  of  i.onimerce. 

The  consuls  of  the  republic,  on  the  report  of 
the  minister  of  the  interior,  decree  as  foUov.'s: — 
Chamber  of  commerce,  decree  of  Dec.  24. — Chap. 
1.  Art.  I.  There  shall  be  established  chambers  of 
commerce  in  the  following  towns  :  i>yons,  Rouen, 
Jiourdeaux,  Marseilles,  Brussels,  Antwerp,  Nantes, 
l^unkirk,  I.irJe,  Mentz,  Nismes,  Avignon,  Stras- 
burgh,  Turin,  MontpcUier,  Geneva,  Bayoiine, 
Toulouse,  Tours,  Carcassonne,  Amiens,  and  Havre. 
—  II.  The  chambers  of  commerce  »hall  consist 
of  15  merchants  iu  those  towns  whose  popula- 
tion exceeds  30,000  souls;  and  of  9,  in  all  those 
vhere  tb.e  population  is  below  that  amount :  not 
counting  the  prefect,  who  is  always,  in  virtue  of 
his  oiiice,  to  be  a  member  of,  and  to  preside  over 
it,  whenever  he  assists  at  its  sittings.  The  mayor 
will  otliciate,  in  room  of  the  prefect,  in  those 
towns  wb.ere  there  is  no  rcbident  prefecture. — 
III.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the 
chamber,  unless  he  has  himself  been  engaged  in 
commerce  at  least  ten  years. — IV.  The  functions 
to  be  performed  by  the  chambers  of  commerce  are 
— To  draw  up  memorials  respecting  the  bc\t  means 
of  promoting  tb.e  prosperity  of  commerce — To  ex- 
plain to  gov.  the  causes  that  check  or  impede  its 
progress. — To  point  out  such  resources  as  may  be 
availed  of,  to  superintend  the  execution  ot  the 
public  works  relative  to  commerce,  such,  for  ex- 
ample, as  the  repair  of  harbours,  the  navigation 
of  rivers,  and  the  execution  of  the  Jaws  respect- 
ing contraband. — V.  The  chambers  of  commerce 
shall  hold  a  direct  intercourse  with  the  minister 
of  the  interior. — VI.  The  first  institution  ot  the 
chamber  of  commerce  shsll  be  proceeded  in  as 
follows  : — The  prcftcts,  and  where  there  are  none, 
the  mayors  in  those  towns  which  are  not  head- 
residencies  of  prefects,  shall  unite  under  their 
presidency  from  40  to  60  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants ot  the  town,  who  shall  proceed  by  a  secret 
scrutiny,  and  an  absolute  majority  of  votes,  to  the 
ele?rit'>n  of  nienibers  who  are  to  compose  the 
cliaaiber. — VII.  One  third  of  the  members  of  the 
ci?ramber  shall  be  changed  every  year;  the  mem- 
bers who  go  out  arc  re-eligible.  For  the  first  two 
years  after  thee.^tab.  of  the  chsmbe!",  the  member.*; 
to  go  o'lt  are  to  be  determined  by  lot.  Their  places 
shall  be  filled  up  by  tliechambsr,  and  by  a  ma- 
jority of  voces. — VII!.  livery  ;ippointment  siiall 
be  transmitted  to  the  minister  ot  the  interior,  in 
nrcLer  to  receive  his  approbation.— IX.  The  cham- 
ber of  commerce  shall  give  in  to  the  minister  ol 
the  interior  a  statement  of  their  c-Aoeirses,  and  de- 
vise means  for  defraying  them.— The  minister  will 
pre.-int  their  statements  to  govt. 
/  Chap.  II.  Institution  of  a  general  council  of 
commerce. — X.  Theie  shall  be  at  Paris  a  general 
C.ouacii  yf  couuncrce.     'I'his   council  shall  reside 


near  the  ofTice  of  the  minister  of  the  interior. — XI. 
The  members  of  the  general  council  shall  be  ap- 
pointe<l  by  the  chambeis  of  commerce. — Each 
chamber  shall  nominate  two  persons,  and  C'ut  of 
the  whole  the  First  Consul  will  choose  fi  teen. 
These  15  shall  assemble  together  at  Paris  once  or 
twice  a  j'ear.  Three  of  them  shall  be  always  on  the 
spot.— No  one  shall  be  eligible  unless  he  be  ac- 
tually engaged  in  commerce  in  the  town  send- 
ing the  deputation,  and  unless  he  be  in  the  town 
at  the  time  of  his  nomiiiation. — XII.  The  mini- 
ster of  the  interior  is  chargevl  with  the  execution 
of  the  present  decree,  which  shall  be  inserted  in 
the  bulletin  of  the  lav/s.     Euonip^tlc',  First  Consul.' 

De^'ree  of  tJie  French  Cor.nih  relative  to  the  Duty   on   Fo~ 

reign  Miidins.     St.  Cloud,  Dec.  15. 

The  Consuls  of  the  Republic,  on  the  report  of  the 
Minister  of  Finances,  having  considered  the  rates 
of  the  customs  tixed  March  15th,  179I,  the  law 
of  April  29th,  1799,  and  the  law  of  May  iglh, 
1S02;  having  also  heard  the  Council  of  State  on 
the  subject,  issued  the  following  order  : — I.  The 
duty  of  400  francs,  payable  on  every  five  myria- 
grams  of  embroidered  muslin  imported  from 
abroad,  shall  be  levied  also  on  all  other  white  cot- 
tons, stitched,  embroidered  or  striped. — II.  The 
Minister  of  Finances  is  to  direct  the  execution 
of  this  order.  It  is  to  be  enrolled  among  the 
laws. — Buonaparte'. — By    the    First    Consul,  H.  i>. 

Afurct. 


From  the  LonJon  Gazette. — IJ'hitehdll,  Jan.  i,  1803. 
— The  king  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  righir 
hon.  Thomas  Steele  and  John  Hiley  Addington, 
Esq.  to  the  ofiice  of  paymaster-general  ot  his 
Majesty's  forces. — The  king  has  been  p!ea,':ed  tr> 
present  the  Rev.  D.  Dickson  to  the  church  and 
parish  of  St.  Cnthbtrt,  commonly  called  West 
Kirk,  in  the  presbytery  and  county  of  Edinburgh, 
vacant  by  the  deatti  of  Mr.  William  Paul,  late  mi- 
nister there. — The  king  has  also  been  pleased  to 
present  the  Rev.  D.  Harris  to  the  church  and  pa- 
rish of  Fcarn,  in  the  presbytery  of  Brechin,  and 
county  of  I'orfar  :  and  the  Rev.  C.  Anderson,  to 
the  church  and  parish  of  Gask,  in  the  presbytery 
of  the  Auchterarder,  and  shire  of  Perth, 

The  gazette  of  Saturday  contains  an  order  of 
council,  continuing,  till  the  31st  of  March,  the  uro- 
hibition  against  the  exportation  of  any  kind  of  corn 
or  bread  from  England  or  Ireland,  excepting  from 
one  of  these  isla  nils  to  the  other,  and  excepting,  also, 
malt  and  rice. — .Another  order,  of  the  same  date, 
prolongs,  to  the  like  period,  the  prohibition  against 
the  exportation  ot  bulls,  oxen,  cows,  calves, 
sheep,  lambs,  or  swine,  or  the  ilesh  of  any  of  them, 
salted  or  otherwise ;  as  also  of  butter,  onions,  or 
pulse,  excepting  only  to  his  Majesty's  settlements, 
the  cunomary  bond  being  given  for  their  delivery 
therein. 

The  olFice  of  Surveyor  of  the  Woods  and  Forests 
is  a  patent  place,  of  which  I>"rd  Glenbervie  has 
Ion?  had  the  reversion.  The  salary  and  per- 
quisites amounted  to  about  4C00I.  per  annum; 
but  the  salary  is  made  a  nett  3000I.  to  l^ord  Glen- 
bervie, anri  all  perquisites  are  abolished.  The 
place  being-  a  patent  one.  Ids  lordship  is  in  no 
danger  of  losing  it  during  his  life.  It  is  an  olltcs 
of  some  business,  but  not  of  great  labour. 

Edinburgh,  Dec.  30. — Saturday,  at  an  extraordi- 
nary meeting  of  the  Lord  Provost,  magistrates,  and 
couucilof  lidinburgh,  a  letter  was  read  from  the 
right  hou.  Lord  Vise.  Melville,  announcing  his 
elev.;tiou  to  the  peerage,  and   thanking   them  fo? 
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the  honour  they  had  so  repeatedly  conferred  on 
him,  in  chusing  him  tl)eir  representative.  A  letter 
was  also  read  from  the  right  hon.  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, announcing  his  intention  ot  olTerin;;  himself 
a  candidate  to  lepresent  tlie  city  irr  parliament,  in 
the  room  of  Lord  Vise.  Melville. —  A  letter  was 
voted  to  their  late  represen;ativc,  thanking  him 
for  the  great  services  done  by  him,  both  to  his 
country  and  native  city,  and  congratulating  him 
on  the  honour  so  deservedly  conlerred  on  him  by 
his  sovereign. 

B.uikriipis. — lane,  B.  Baker-street,  agent. — Parr, 
W.  i^ominica,  merchant. — Trigg.  W.  Kingston, 
corn-dealer — Johnson,  T.  Newcastle,  hardware- 
man, — Has  well,  P.  Guildford-street,  carpenter. — 
Perkins,  T.  Blue-anchor  road,  Bermondsey. — Hid- 
ky,  W.  East  Retford,  Nottingham.  —  Leigh,  E. 
Chcadle,  calico-printer. — Winter.  J.  Combe  St. 
Nicholas,  leather-dresser. — Cripwell,  T,  Rudding- 
ton,  Nottingham,  hosier. —  A.damson,  J.  Manches- 
ter, merchant. 

It  is  said  that  the  Special  Commission  for  the 
trial  of  Col.  Despai-d  and  the  other  persons  com- 
mitted on  charges  of  High  Treason,  will  be  opened 
at  the  New  Sessions  House,  in  the  Borough  of 
Southwark,  on  the  2rst  inst.  when  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  who  is  ai  the  head  of  the  Commission, 
will  deliver  his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury.  The 
other  fudges  named  in  the  Commission  are,  Raron 
Thompson,  Mr.  Justice  l^e  BJanc,  Mr.  Justice 
Chambre. 

On  Wednesday  his  Majesty  held  a  Levee  at  St. 
James's  Palace,  which  wwv,  attended  by  the  Eo- 
reign  Ambassadors  and  the  Cabinet  Ministers. 
The  principal  introductions  were.  Count  Woron- 
zof.   Count  Potockie,  and  Lord  Cavan. 

On  Tuesday.  Mr.  Hiley  Addington  was  elected 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Harwich. 
General  Orders  hiu-d  by  the  Earl  of  Cavan,  immediately 

before  his  Departure  f, om  Egji^t  ;— Ileud-i^iarteis, 

Alexandria,  Oct.  lo. 

As  Major  General  the  Earl  of  Cavan  will  era- 
bark  this  morning  for  Malta,  Major  Gen.  Stewart 
will  be  pleased  henceforwr^rd,  to  take  upon  him- 
self the  command  of  the  troops  of  the  army  in 
Egypt.  M'djor  Gen.  the  Eai4  of  Cavan,  in  noti- 
fying his  departure  to  the  troops  in  this  country, 
earnestly  solicits  them  to  condescend  to  accept 
ofiiis  sincerest  and  most  grateful  thanks  for  their 
conduct  since  he  has  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand. A  conduct  not  only  manifesting  siuh  dxi- 
cipline,  obedience,  and  every  principle  of  good 
soldiers,  as  must  increase  the  Lirne  and  chavactcr 
they  have  herttofoi'e  acquired  ;  but  that  also  ren- 
dered his  command  as  easy  as  it  had  been  fl.ir- 
icring  and  honjurable  to  him.  He  congratulatci 
the  army  on  their  having  Major  Gen.  Stewart  as 
their  commander,  an  olHcer  whose  attachment 
and  regard  to  its  interest  and  comforts,  are  as 
well  known  to  every  individual  in  it,  as  liis  ex- 
perience and  abilities.  To  Col.  Bcresford,  M.-jor 
Gen.  the  Earl  of  Cavan's  obligations  are  mo.st 
justly  due,  for  his  able  execution  of  every  duty  ; 
and  particularly  for  his  unremitting  attention'ro 
the  extreine  troublesome  one,  attached  to  his  sir\i- 
ation,  as  commandant  of  Alexandria  ;  to  him  sole- 
ly are  its  inhabitants  indebted  for  its  present  well 
established  police;  and  for  the  tianquillity  they 
now  enjoy, —  Lt.  Cob  Laird,  Deputy  Quarter-Mas- 
ter Gen.,  Lr.  Col.  Monre,  Deputv  Adjutnnr-Gen., 
Dr.  Shapter,  and  every  individual  at  the  head  <if 
the  different  departments  of  the  arn-.y,  are  well 
entitled  to  Major  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Cavan's  ac 
Vncwledgment  of  approbation,  for  their  3:sidu;tv 
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and  zeal,  and  for  the  assistance  they  !iave  on  all 
occasions  afForded  him,  in  forwarding' the  publit 
service. — Major  Gen.  the  Earl  of  Gavan  is  vei-V 
sensible,  that  with  great  ease  manyotficers  mavhe 
found  in  the  service  possessing  tar  superior  ahiij- 
lies,  and  in  every  respect  better  qualified  to  com- 
mand, than  himself;  but  he  is  persuaded  it  would 
be  attended  with  dilTicnlty'to  find  one  that  has 
been  more  anxiously  zealous  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  those  he  has  commanded 
(especially  those  in  En;ypt)  than  he  has  been.  If 
this  declaration  is  thought  of  any  value,  he  assures 
them  of  its  continuation,  and  that  his  gratitude  to 
the  army  in  Egypt  will  never  be  oblitefated  fioili 
his  memory. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  In- 
''spccting  Field  Officers  cf  the  Recruiting  Savice:-— 

War-Office,  l-]ih  December,  i%oz. 

It  being  thought  proper  that  the  pay  and  con- 
tingencies of  the  stafF  of  the  recruiting  districts  in 
G.  Britain,  should  troni  the  25th  instant,  inclu- 
sive,' be  issued  through  the  general  agent  for  re- 
cruiting, resident  in  London,  1  have  the  honour 
to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  desire  you  will  in- 
struct the  paymaster  of  the  district  under  your  in- 
spection, that  he  is  accordingly  to  draw  upon  Mr. 
Rulge,  instead  of  Messrs.  Cox  and  Greenwood,  for 
the  said  service,  from  the  above  date.  I  am 
further  to  acquaint  you,  that  agreeably  to  tiic 
tenor  of  the  communication  made  to  the  inspector 
gen.  of  the  reciuiting  service,  in  my  letter  of  the 
i'id  ult.  the  paymaster  is  not  10  issue  his  drafts 
for  the  pay  and  allowance  of  commanding  officers 
belonging  to  the  stafi'of  the  district,  until  the  end 
of  the  military  month,  except  in  case  of  any  in- 
dividual olTicer  who  may  cease  to  belong  thereto 
in  the  course  thereof;  and  tkat  he  is  to  prepare  3 
separate  estimate  of  the  pay  and  contingencies  of 
the  staff  for  each  month,  vv^ith  a  duplicate  for  the 
use  of  the  gen.  agent,  and  to  transmit  the  said  es- 
timate and  duplicate  to  this  otlice,  so  that  the 
snme  mav  be  received  here  on  or  before  the  i2t!» 
of  each  rnonth,  in  order  that  the  issues  may  be  re- 
ceived accordingly.  C.  Yorle^ 


Ge 


7!    Vuf'-ihiilion   r,f  the  Fr 
Ariny,  January  \,  ISOo. 


England  and  Wales   ....,...,. 

North  Britain 

Irel.and     

[cisev,  Guernsey,  c^l^c 

yibraltar \ 

Egvpt  and  M  jita 

Canada,  Nova  St  otia,  &c 

West-Indies 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Cicjiee,  &c. 

East-'ncies,  and  on  Passage  to 

On  Passage   to  England  or   lic- 

land  from  sundry  places  .... 


*  Exclu'iveof  the   Seven  Royal   Gar 
talinn  ;at  present  forming. 


SUMMARY     OF    rQLITIQS. 

We  were  strongly  itjclined  to  confine  our 
pdlitical  remarks  of  this  week  to  the  inter- 
nal concerns  of  our  own  country  ;  but,  the 
jMoniteur,  the  Ofh  ^tal  Gazette  of  the  French 

governoiciilj  oi   the  1st  inslantj  contains  an 
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tionists,  that  success  which  now  threatens 
them  with  total  and  well-merited  annihila- 
tion ?  It  will  certainly  be  a  mortifying  cir- 
cumstance in  our  lives  to  see  the  press  of 
England  destroyed  by  the  mandates  of 
France;  but  we  will  not  deny,  that,  when 
we  reflect  on  the  conduct  of  that  press  for 
five  and-twenty  years  past;  when  we  reflect 
on  the  large  share,  which  it  has  had  in  the 
guilt  of  the  two  great  rebellions,  which  have 
finally  produced  the  present  state  of  things; 
•when  we  reflect  on  its  seditious  and  disloyal 
principles  and  precepts,  on  its  base  and  ma- 
lignant aspersion  of  the  American  loyalists, 
of  the  unfortunate  Pving  of  France  and  his 
Family,  and  on  the  rancour  with  which,  in 
many  instances,  it  yet  pursues  the  remains 
of  that  family  and  their  adherents ;  when 
we  reflect  on  all  this,  we  cannot  but  feel 
much  less  pain   than   we  otherwise  should, 

at  its  approaching  dissolution. The  nes.t 

topic  which  presses  itself  upon  our  notice 
is,  the  revived  charge  against  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, of  having  spoken  degradingly  of  the 
Russians.  This  charge  we  refuted  before, 
(Vol.  II.  p.  859.)  and,  have  only  to  refer  our 
readers  to  what  we  then  said. — Mr.  Wind- 
ham and  Lord  Grenville,  who  have  hitherto 
enjoyed  exclusively,  the  honour  of  Buona- 
parte's hatred,  have  now,  it  seems,  found  an 
associate  in  I^rd  Minto.  To  these  three, 
jn  particular,  the  Moniteur  expressed  great 
dislike,  because,  as  it  observed  in  a  former 
rnanifesto,  their  counsels  would  be  dangerous 
to  Engla^id)  and,  as  it  perceives  a  possibility 
of  their  coming  into  power  as  ministers,  or, 
at  least,  apprehends  some  danger  from  their 
speeches  as  members  of  parliament,  it  has 
obligingly  suggested  a  method  oi  getting 
rid  of  them  in  both  capacities,  as  thus:  — 
•'  It  would  be  a  patriotic  and  wise  law 
"  which  should  ordain  that  displaced  minis- 
*■'  ters  should  not,  for  the  first  seven  years 
"  after  \\\t\r  d.\sm\?,s3.\,  he  competent  to  sit  in 
*'  ibe  English  parliaineut.  Another  law,  not 
.*'  less  wise,  would  be,  that  every  member, 
^'  who  should  insult  a  friendly  people  and 
♦*  power,  should  be  condemned  to  silence  for 
^'  tiuoyears.  When  the  tongue  ofiends,  the 
•'  tongue  must  suffer  punishment."* — Now, 
Jet  it  be  once  more  noticed,  and  well  re- 
membered, that  the  Moniteur,  the  paper 
from  which   these  words  are   taken,  is   the 

*  *'  Uiic  loi  patrjotique,  sage,  serait  cel!e  qui 
"  ordoniierait  que  les  niiuibties  sortanp,  ne  pour- 
"  raient  "ieger  pcnd.irit  les  sept  premiires  anriLSs 
"  de  leur  sortie,  au  parlement  «' Anglctcrre. — L'ne 
'"  autre  loi,  non  nioins  sage,  serait  que  tout  jiicm- 
*'  brc  qui  insulterait  a  uu  peiiple  ec  a  une  puis- 
"  sauce,  amie,  tut  condtiiTine  au  silence  pendAjit 
"  deux  ans.  Loisquc  la  lar.^ue  pCche,  il  taut 
«  punir  la  langue," 


official  gazette  of  the  French  government, 
the  London  Gazette  of  France.     It  has,  at 
the    head    of    each    number,  the   following 
words  : — "  Nous   sommes  autorises  ^   pre- 
"  venir  nos  souscripteurs,  qu'a  dater  du  7 
*'  Nivose,  an   8,   le   Moniteur,   est   le  seul 
"  journal  official :"    that   is,    "  We  are  au-' 
"  thorised  to  inform   our  subscribers,   that 
"  from  the  /  Nivose,  year  8,   the  Moniteur 
"  is  the  only  oflFicial  journal." — This  being 
the   case,   our   ministers    cannot    have    the 
smallest  pretext  for  regarding  the  manifesto, 
on   which  we  are  now  remarking,    as  any 
thing  other  than   the  words  of  the  French 
government  ;    and,   we    are    sure,    that   no 
man  of  common  sense  and  common  spirit 
will  see,   or  aftect  to  see,  in  the  passage  we 
have  last  quoted,  any  thing  short  of  a  direct 
attempt    to  interfere  in  and  to  regulate  the 
proceedings  in    parliament,    to  restrain  the 
i  liberty  of  speech  amongst  the  members,  to 
dictate  the  laws  which  they  are  to  pass,  and 
to  chastise   those  amongst   them  who  may 
prove  refractory  to  the  will  of  France.     Nor 
was  this,   even  this,    unforeseen    or  wifore^ 
told,    as    one   of    the    consequences  of  the 
abject  tone  in  whicli   the   peace  of  Amiens 
was    negotiated   and    concluded.      To     the 
pusillanimous    conduct    of   the   last    parlia- 
ment itself,   we  must  also  attribute  a  share 
of  this  indelible  disgrace,  the  almost  incon- 
ceivable infamy,   with  which  it  is  now  at- 
tempted to  mark  for  ever  the  character  of 
this  nation,  once   the   first  upon  the  scroll 
of  honour.     We   remember,    and  so  must 
our  readers,  that  Mr.  Elliot  was   called  to 
account,  by  the  late  Attorney-General,   fof 
daring  to  express  his  doubts  of  the  since- 
rity of  Buonaparte's  intentions:  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  and  Mr.  Pitt  pitched  the   key  of  sub- 
mission, by  inculcating  (what  was  ?iever  done 
on  any  former  occasion)    forbearance  of  Ian- 
gunge,  in  debate,  as   respecting   the   Consul 
of  France,  and,  when  the  Moniteur  abused 
Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Windham   for   the 
part    they  took   in   the    discussions   on  the 
peace,    the  demi-official    paper,    the     True 
Briton,  cried,    well    done  :     "  Lord    Grcn- 
"  ville  and  Mr.   W^indham,"  said  that  pros- 
tituted  slave,  "  are  pretty  roughly  handled  in 
"  the  French  official   paper,  on  account   of 
"  their  violent  anti-pacific   principles,    and, 
"  we   must  confess,  we  think,  with  justice 
'  "  enough:'    {True  Briton,    June     8,    ]802,) 
Where,    then,   is   the  wonder,  that  the  Mo- 
niteur now  more  boldly  interferes  ?  Who  caa 
blame   those,  who    speak  through  that  ve- 
hicle,   for  now  dictating  laws  to  the  British 
parliament,    and  for  threatening  to   chastise 
its    refractory   members.    Indeed,  sq  evident 
was  it,  that  the  tone  of  the  peace  would  lead 
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to   this  result,  that  we  ventured  to  predict  it 
at  the  time  : — "  Of  his  animadversions    he" 
[Buonaparte]  "  has  been  unusually  liberal. 
♦'   He    has    emitted    his  venom  on  all  those, 
•'  who  have  ventured  to  question    the  mo- 
"  deration  and  sincerity    of  his  views,    and 
*'  has   given  us    no  very  unintelligible  hint, 
*'  that  such  disbelief  may,   ere  long,   be  fol- 
"  lowed  iviih  cbasthement.     The  ministerial 
*'  print,  (the  True  Briton),  has  already  cried 
*'  peuavi,  and    this  circumstance,   while  it 
"  will,  doubtless,  serve    as    an    example  to 
♦'  other  otlenders,  enables  us  to  form  a  tole- 
"  rably  correct  judgment  of  the  disposition 
"  of  those,  who    will,    probably,  have  it  in 
*'  their   power    to  torture  us    into   silence. 
"  Nor  has  the  Consul  confined  himself  to 
"  a  censorship  over   the  language  and  sen- 
"  timents  of  our  news-papers  :   he  has  shew7i 
"  a  disposiliou  to  enter  tbe  chapel  of  St.    Ste- 
"  pbc7i;  and,  as  far  as  words  can   go,  to  be 
"  an  imitator  of  a  *  great  man'  of  our  own 
*'  country,  whom,  in  more  than  one  trait, 
*'  he   appears  to  have   chosen  as   a  model. 
"  Cromwell,  indeed,  sent  a   troop  of  horse 
"  to  silence   those  who  had  ihe   hardihood 
"  to   dispute  bis   moderation  and  sincerity. 
•*  But,   Buonaparte   is  only   a  young  man 
*'  yet;    and,  we    have    no  doubt,   that    he 
*'  lives  in  hopes  to  see  the  day,   when  a  se- 
*'  cond  Pride's  purge  shall  consummate  what 
**  the  Moniteur  has  so  happily  begun.     We 
"  are  perfectly  serious.     It  is  the  nature  of 
"  such  a  man  to  be  presuming;  and,  it  can- 
"  not   be  denied,  that  the  experience  which 
"  Buonaparte  has  already  had  of  our  base- 
"  ness,  is  well  calculated  to  encourage   his 
*'  presumption.      The   gross  violation,  the 
*'  open  and  daring  violation  of  the   laws 
*'  of  our  country,  committed,  with  impu- 
"  nity,   by  the  bearers   of  t!ie   preliminary 
*'  treaty,    was,    we  fear,  the  beginning  of  a 
"  series  of  acts,  under   which  the   constitu- 
"  tion  of  England   is  destined   to  perish." 
{Register,  Vol.  I.  p.  31/.) — We  shall  be  ask- 
ed, perhaps,    if  we  do  realty  think,  that  this 
prediction    is   in  the  way  of   fulfilment;   if 


everlasting  shame  and  infamy  1  But  who 
shall  assure  us  that  that  day  will  not  come  ? 
Who  that  has  observed  the  progress  of  Spain, 
of  Holland,  of  Switzerland,  of  Germany; 
who  that  has  observed  our  own  progress, 
that  recollects  what  we  were,  and  that  tees 
what  we  are  ;  who  that  has  seen  how  far  we 
have  fallen  in  the  space  of  eighteen  months, 
and  how  fast  we  are  still  falling,  shall  say, 
that  we  shall  not  reach  the  bottom?  No 
great  event,  such  as  that  of  which  we  are 
now  speaking,  was  ever  brought  about  ali 
at  once.  The  empire  of  Gerxnany  has  been 
for  some  time  sinking  toils  present  state  j 
France  did  not,  in  a  few  months,  acquire 
the  power  to  regulate  the  legislative  as- 
semblies of  Holland  and  Switzerland.  We 
have,  considering  the  short  space  of  time 
since  cur  decUne,  or  rather  our  fall,  began, 
made  a  greater  progress  than  either  of  those 
once  independent  j)o\vers.  First,  his  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  af- 
fairs debased  himself,  or  his  cilice,  at  least, 
by  beseeching  an  audience  of  a  ccnunismiy 
for /irisoners ;  next  the  abmidoiime-iit  of  the  honour 
of  the  flag;  next  the  affair  oi  Lundberg  avd 
'LauristDH;  next  (hat  oi  }Ja/i/icr  Ta?idy;  next 
that  o( Captain  d' Aiivergtte ;  i\<^i!ii'ihc  frosecution 
of  Mr.  iVAvVr,  while  the  national  exhibitions 
of  Paris  represent  our  government  as  the 
hirers  of  assassins,  and  while  the  o'iicial  ga- 
zette of  France  styles  our  Sovereign  there- 
warder  of  assassins;  and  who,  then,  sb.all 
assure  us,  that,  eifter  some  few  other  inter- 
mediate steps,  we  shall  not  at  last  come  to 
that  which  the  Moniteur  has  now  recom- 
mended r  Who  that  has  heard  the  senti- 
ment, that  "  no  change  ought  to  take  /dace  in 
"  our  ministry,  lest  such  change  sJioulJ  furnish  a 
"  iieighbouring  power  with  a  pretext  for  going  to 
"  war  with  us  f^  who  that  hai  heard  this 
sentiment  will  dare  to  assert,  that  the  as- 
sembly, in  which  it  was  uttered,  and  b/ 
v%hich  it  could  ba  tolerated,  and  even  re- 
ceived with  approbation,  will  never  yield 
obedience  to  the  mandates  of  that  "  neigh- 
bouring power  ?"  The  practice  of  France 


we  really  think,  that  the  ministers  are  base  |  is,  to  throw  out  to  all  nations  hints  of  her  dis- 
enough  to  propose  laws  at  the  dictates  of  j /;?«/ intentions.  We  are  not,  thcrefore,tocon- 
Buonaparte,  and,  if  they  were  to  do  so,   that  j  clude,thatthey^>W<.vJ6'/W,now  announced  to  us 


the  people  are  base  enough  to  approve  of 
their  conduct.  To  the  former  we  answer, 
that  we  should  hope  not;  to  the  latter,  we 
say,  NO-  No:  the  people  of  England  are 
not  yet  sunk  to  this  dreadful  state  of  de- 
gradation: God  grant  that  they  never  may  ! 
We  would  rather  see  them  extirpated  to  the 
last  man  ;  we  would  rather,  were  it  the  will 
of  Heaven,  see  them  swallowed  by  the  earth, 


is  a  mere  vapour,  because  she  doe*  not  in- 
sist upon  its  immediate  adoption.  She  is  pro- 
foundly skilled  in  the  nature  of  the  human 
mind,  which  she  first  faniiliarises  with  her 
notions,  and  when  that  is  once  done,  the 
road  to  success  is  much  le^s  difficult  than 
men  generally  imagine.  She  ha-^  talked  of  a 
"Western  iia'tion,"  consisting  of  the  French, 
the  English,  the  Italians,  &.c.    She  is  incul- 


or   crushed  by  the  thunderbolt,  and  share  In  |  eating  Vhe  opinion,  that  such  an  union  would 
heir  awful  fate,     iha"    bshold   that    ^-ij    oi  ' /irevcnt  war. ;  and.   who  shall  say,   that  that 
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opinion  will  not  be  generally,  as  it  already 
is  partially,  adopted  ?  Who  shall  say,  that 
this  motive,  at  all  times  so  powerful  with  a 
rich  and  enervated  people  (and  particularly 
so  with  this  nation  at  this  time)  co-ope- 
rating with  the  indignation  and  disgust 
•which  men  must  feel  at  being  governed 
by  such  people  as  the  Addingtons,  will  not 
produce  iheetfect  which  the  rulers  oiTrance 
have  in  view  ?  With  a  constant  dread  and 
admiration  of  its  enemy,  and  a  constant 
distrust  and  contempt  of  its  own  govern- 
ment, no  nation  ever  did,  or  ever  can,  long 
maintain  its  independence:  under  such  cir- 
cumstance^,  the  votary  of  wealth  sees,  in 
the  power  of  the  foe,  a  pledge  for  his  se- 
curity, while  men  of  other  minds  feel  the 
con-;olation,  that,  in  losing  their  country  and 
its  name,  they  also  get  rid  of  its  disgrace. 
■^But,  theMonileur,  at  thesame  time  that  it 
demands  the  expulsion,  or  the  silencing,  of 
the  parliamentary  adversaries  of  France, 
makes  an  appeal  to  the  /lecfik,  and,  in  a 
manner  by  no  means  equivocal,  calls  upon 
them  to  revive  their  clamours  for  a  reform  of 
the  parliament   itself.      "  These   men"    [Mr 
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ourselves,  and  it  very  artfully  and  ably 
avails  itself  of  that  knowledge. — That  vjar 
is  ruin  to  this  country  \i  the  maxim  on  which 
all  the  operations  of  France  proceed.  This 
secret  she  has  learnt  from  ourselves ;  it 
was,  on  our  part,  the  basis  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens ;  it  has,  by  clear  implication  at 
least,  been  a  thousand  times  declared  by 
the  ministers,  and  is  daily  and  hourly  open- 
ly, and  in  explicit  terms,  avowed  by  their 
adherents  all  over  the  country;  indeed,  it 
is  notorious,  that  it  was,  and  is  the  standing 
reply  to  every  argument  urged  against  the 
peace.  While  this  maxim  continues  to  be 
held,  we  shall  have  no  war ;  nor  can  we 
ever  hope  to  see  any  check  to  the  insulis 
and  encroachments  of  France.  Let  who 
will  come  into  povver,  the  situation  of  the 
country  will,  in  this  respect,  be  the  same: 
and,  those  who  hope  that  Mr.  Pitt's  return 
to  the  helm  (which,  bythe-by,  Buona- 
parte'sy^r^V/  (-/f/w  renders  impossible  for  five 
years  yet  to  come)  Avould  save  us,  do  not 
seem  to  perceive,  that  we  are  in  a  calm 
instead  of  a  storm,  that  we  are  in  dan- 
ger of  perishing  from  a  leak,  and  not  fi'om 


"  Windham,  &c.J  act  according  to  neither  j  ^'le  mismanagement   of  the  rudder.     The 

minds  of  the  people  are  debased ;  they 
have,  by  the  conditions  of  the  peace  and 
by  the  arguments  in  justification  thereof, 
been  taught  to  believe,  that  war,  lor  any 
cause,  is  ruin ;  that  it  is,  as  we  formerly  ex- 
pressed ourselves,  ihe  accursed  thing,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  avoided  at  the  risk  even  of  lite 
itself.  The  consequences  of  this  dangerous 
and  degrading  notion  were  predicted  by 
Mr.  Windham,  and  his  prediction  is  now 
most  amplv  and  awfully  verified  : — "  What 
"  the  condition  and  feelings  of  the  country 
"  would  be  in  this  latter  case"  [a  renewal 
of  the  war],"  I  need  hardly  point  out.  The 
"  dread,  in  fact,  of  what  they  would  be, 
"  will  operate  so  strongly,  that  the  case 
"  will  never  happen.  The  country  will 
"  never  bear  to  put  itself  in  a  situation,  in 
"  which  the  sense  of  its  own  folly  will 
"  press  upon  it  in  a  vvay  so  impossible  to  be 
"  endured.  At  all  events,  with  its  present 
"  feelings  and  opinions,  the  country  never 
"  can  go  to  war  again,  let  France  do 
"  what  she  will :  for,  if  we  are  of  opi- 
"  nion,  that  war,  continued  at  present, 
"  must  be  ruin,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
**  years,  what  do  we  suppose  it  must  be, 
"  when,  to  replace  us,  where  we  now  are, 


*'  the  opinion  nor  the  ivill  of  the  English 
*'  fieo/ik.  That  people  so  enlightened,  so 
*'  contemplative,  have  different  sentiments, 
*'  and  a  dilfcrent  spirit :  and,  it  they  had 
"  had  the  cJionsing  of  their  rej^resentatives, 
"  they  would  not  have  chosen  Lord  Gren- 
*'  ville,  Mr.  Windham,  and  Lord  Minto  *." 
■ — Mr.  Reeves  was  prosecuted,  by  order  of 
the  Flouse  of  Commons,  for  representing 
the  two  houses  of  Parliament  as  no  more 
than  branches  of  the  government  of  England, 
and  for  saying  that  those  branches  might  be 
hewn  ofi' and  cast  into  the  tire,  without  de- 
stroying the  trunk.  What  will  those  jea- 
lous and  zealous  guardians  of  our  liberties 
now  say  to  the  Moniteur,  who  has  struck 
at  the  very  root  of  the  tree  ?  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  and  the  other  reformers  will,  doubtless, 
approve  of  these  hints  from  the  other  side  of 
the  water:  nor  should  we  at  all  wonder,  if 
they  were  to  furbish  up,  and  give  us  a  new 
edition  of  their  old  speeches  at  the  York- 
shire meeting,  and  of  other  docum.ents,  re- 
lative to  those  precious  projects  of  the 
^^  safe  politicians,"  which  vvere  turned  to 
such  admirable  account  by  Hardy  and  Home 
Tooke.  The  truth  is,  that  the  Moniteur 
knows  us  well,  much  better  than  we  know 


*  "  Ces   t:onimes  ne  t'init  ni  I'opiuiun  ni  1h  vo 
"  lontc  (In  pemilc  Aniiidis.  Ccttciiation  si  cclairct 


"  we  must  begin  by  the  recovery  of  that 
"  list  ot  places,  which  the   present   treaty 

SI  nicouafvt,  a  unc  :.utre  marche  et  un  auuc  es-  i  "  '^^^  g'^'^"  "P/  France,  therefor<.^  will  be 
piii :  c!  -i  ellc  tiir  cu  a  uommer  ses  rtprcteiuan?,  ^  "  ^'nder  no  necessity  of  going  to  ivarivith  us  :  and, 
file  n';Mi:  Jtt  Dit5  chyisi  JLoid  CrciWilk,  Wind-  I  "  nothing  but  her  own  intemperance  and 
*•••'" .  .•^-     -  »•  insoiencc,  and  an  opuucu  01  our  endurance 
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"  and  vvealcuess,  beyond  even  what  they 
"  may  be  found  to  deserve,  can  force 
*'  upon  us  that  extremity.  She  has  much 
*'  safer  and  .  surer  means  of  going  to  work  ; 
*'  means, ut  the  same  time,  sufficiently  quick 
*'  to  satisy  any  ordinary  ambition  ;  she  has 
*'  nothing  to  do  but  to  trust  to  the  progress  of  her 
*'  ozvn  poiver  171  peace ^  quickened^  as  oftev  as  she 
*'  shall  see' occasion^  by  a  smart  thireat  of  "iL'ar.  I 
*'  cannot  conceive  the  object,  which  a  ju- 
*'  dicious  application  of  these  two  means  is 
•'  not  calculated  to  obtain.  A peace^  such  as 
*'  France  has  n(nv  ?nade,  mixed  luith  propier  piro- 
*'  portions  of  a  seasonable  menace  of  ivar,^  is  a 
*'  specific,  for  undoing  a  rival  country, 
*'  vvhicli  seems  to  me  impossible  to  fail." 
(Speech  on  the  Preliminaries^  Nov.  4,  1801.) — 
This  is  now  fulfilled  to  the  very  letter. 
France  does  trust  to  her  Jioiver  in  peace  (and 
a  fearful  progress  she  is  making)  ;  she  does 
quicken  it,  now  and  then,  with  a  smart 
threat  ofivar ;  and  she  is  going  on  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  our  ruin  even  faster 
than  Mr.  Windham  himself  could  have 
supposed  :  she  is  going  on  to  take  country 
after  country  under  her  protection,  she  is 
drawing  her  battalions  round  all  our  colo- 
i}ies,  posting  them  at  every  entrance  and 
out-let,  and  the  moment  we  dare  to  look  at 
her  (for  the  ministers  profess  to  do  no  more), 
she  gives  us  a  smart  slap  on  the  cheek 
through  the  means  of  the  Moniteur ;  she 
depreciates  our  funds,  and  threatens  us  with 
further  and  more  serious  chastisement. — 
And,  what  say  the  ministers  to  all  this?  It 
is  evident,  that,  though  the  chief  load  of 
the  abuse  is  poured  out  on  Lords  Grenville 
and  Minto,  and  Mr.  Windham,  the  blow 
and  the  threat  are,  in  this  last  instance, 
aimed  at  the  present  ministers,  the  speech 
of  one  of  whom  [Lord  Pelham]  furnishes 
the  text.  What,  therefore,  do  they  say 
to  all  this  ?  Hear,  reader,  and  blush  at 
being  under  their  rule: — "The  character 
"  of  Madame  Buonaparte  has  been  much 
"  ?nisrtpiresented.  She  is  a  lady  of  plain  and 
"  unartecied  manners,  extremely  civil  and 
*'  attentive,  and  at  all  times  desirous  of 
*'  making  every  body  about  her  happy  and 
"  contented." — This,  thisba-e. this  crawling 
paragraph,  was  inserted  in  thiit  very  num- 
ber ot  their  demi-official  gazette,  which  con- 
tained the  hostile  manitesto  of  the  Moni- 
teur, on  which  manifesto  not  one  word  of 
disapprobation  was  bestowed!  But,  mark 
well,  that  it  v/as  the  sentiment  of  Lord  Pel- 
ham,  and  not  of  the  Addingtons  and  Hawkes- 
buries,  that  the  Moniteur,  had  censured  ; 
and  we  must  desire  our  readers  not  to  be 
astonished,  if  that  nobleman  should  not  long 
remain  amongst  '•'  the  ;r7/I- politicians." 
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Having  bestowed  so  much  of  our  room  oa 
this  subject,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  post' 
pone  what  we  intended  tq  say  on  some 
others,  and  to  be  very  concise  as  to  the  rest. 
— The  public  papers  have  stated,  that  the 
Dutch  have  rtfuscdxo  make  the  /oa?:  required 
by  France.  This,  we  believe,  is  not  so  :  on 
the  contrary,  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  loan  has  actually  been  con- 
cluded on,  as  we  have  n®w  before  us  a  letter 
from  Holland  by  the  last  mail,  containing 
the  following  remark  : — "  The  additional 
"  taxes,  occasioned  by  the  loan,  are  at  prc- 
"  sent  8|  per  centum  on  the  capital  and  7 
"  per  centum  on  the  income,  which  may 
"  be  computed,  in  all,  at  17  per  centum 
"  upon  the  income!" 

Malta  will,  we  believe,  be  given  up  in  a 
short  time."  The  pretended  ^z^j^a?/^^*?,  v/hich 
our  ministers  will  affect  to  have  obtained 
from  Russia,  is,  in  fact  and  in  truth,  a  ma7i~ 
date  on  the  part  of  that  power,  conjointly 
with  France,  that  we  should  fulfil  the  treaty 
of  Amiens!  This  is  the  valuable  guarantee, 
which  they  are  about  to  obtain  from  Russia. 
—  In  their  demi-oflicial  journal  of  the  30th 
of  October  la:.t,  they  assured  the  public, 
that  they  would  retain  in  their  hands  a  com- 
pensation for  the  recent  aggrandizement  of 
France:  ''If  the  Chief  Consul,"  said  they, 
"  annexes  Piedmont  to  the  republic,  let  us 
"  keep  il/«/i!r2— if  he  interferes  in  the  afiairs 
"  of  Holland,  let  us  keep  the  Cupe,  Dejnarara, 
"  and  Essequibo.'" — Well  ;  he  has  annexed 
Piedmont  to  the  republic  ;  he  has  interfered, 
and  he  does  interfere,  in  the  affairs  of  Hol- 
land :  but  Malta  is  to  be  given  up,  as  the 
Cape  and  Demarara  and  Essequibo  already 
are. — It  is  not,  however,  that  the  ministers 
have,  since  that  time,  changed  their  opinion 
of  the  views  ot  Buonaparte,  but  that  he  has 
changed  his  opinion  of  them,  and  has,  since 
they  published  the  above  quoted  words, 
publickly  declared  approbation  of  them,  and 
deprecated  the  views  of  those  ivbo  ivished  to 
remove  them  from  their  places.  We  beg  our 
readers  to  pay  attention  to  this  circum- 
stance; it  is  the  clue  to  all  their  conduct. 

The  speech  (see  p.  14)  of  Buonaparte  to 
the  Swiss  deputies,  or  rather  to  those  crea- 
tures who  are  called  the  Swiss  deputies, 
being  a  tissue  of  falsehoods,  contradictions, 
and  nonsense,  well  seasoned  with  bombast 
and  arrogance,  is,  in  every  respect  wor-. 
thy  of  its  author.  If  he  be  really  convinced, 
that  one  government  oidy  is  not  suitable  for 
Switzerland,  why  has  he  forced  Switzerland 
to  submit  Koone  govermnevt  only?  And,  why 
should  not  the  descendants  of  William  Tell 
v/ear  chains  and  pay  taxe:;  ?  Ought  their 
nelghbo'.^.rs   to   supply    all   their  wan* s  ?    'iif 
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what  decree  of  heaven  is  it,  thnt  all  those  f  racter,  or  talents.  This  blow,  of  which  the 
Tw'ho  have  not  the  honour  of  descending  from  |  ministers  themselves  are  not,  perhaps,  yet 
William  Tell,  are  to   pay  tribute  and  wear  j  informed,   is   no  less  than  a  seizure  (as  part 


chains? — But,  we  must  postpone  any  further 
comments  on  the  nonsense  of  the  Consul,  till 
another  opportunity,  only  requesting  our 
readers  to  observe,  that,  on  this,  as  well  as 
all  other  occasions,  Buonaparte  has  not  fail- 
ed to  speak  most  despightfully  and  insult- 
ingly of  Enghiiid,  all  connexion  with  which 
lie  absolutely  and  peremptoiily  forbids, 
under  pain  of  the  severest  chastisement. 
He  describes  us  as  a  nation  *'  hostile  to 
"  France,'  and,  as  a  proof  of  this  hostilit}', 
he  alludes  to  the  attempt,  or  rather  the  al- 
ledged  attempt,  of  our  poor  ministers  to  re- 
new, or  rather  to  continue,  our  old  connec- 
tion with  the  Swiss  1 

On  domestic  matters  we  liave  no  room 
to  insert  the  observations,  which  several 
transactions  appear  to  call  for:  we  cannot, 
however,  refrain  from  saying  a  word  or  two 
en  the  transmigrations  and  re-transmigra- 
<ions  of  that  keen,  that  wise  statesman, 
that  flower  of  "  THE  family,"  Mr.  J. 
Hiley  Addington,   who,  after    bobbing  up 


of  the  indemnities)  of  the  dominions  which 
come  to  the  elector  of  Hanover  at  the  death  of 
the  Margrave  of  Anspach,  ivhile  those  of  that 
prince  s  dominions,  ivhic/i  fall  to  the  lot  of 
Prussia,  remain  untouched.  And  will  not 
the  blood  of  the  Addingtons  mutiny  at  this  ? 
Will  they,  whose  dominions  have  been  so 
greatly  augmented  by  their  gracious  sove- 
reign, they  who  have,  indeed,  got  part  of 
his  own  royal  domains,  will  they  tamely 
suffer  him  to  be  robbed  of  his  German  ter- 
ritories, of  his  hereditary  possessions? 
*  *****  "We  regret,  that  want  of 
room  prevents  us  from  pursuing  this  sub- 
ject. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

On    the  subject    of     the     Invincible 

Standard  I  must,  without  further   delay, 

trouble  the  reader  with   a   few  words. — A 

publication  has    appeared,    at    Edinburgh 


(where  the  42d  regiment  now  is),  con- 
and  down,  and  backward  and  forward,  [  taining,  not  any  evidence  gathered  from 
like  a  Will  o'the  Wisp,  after  being  shoved  I  the  officers  or   any   other   persons   of  that 


to  and  fro  like  the  bolt  of  a  door,  seems, 
at  last,  to  be  settled,  for  a  little  while,  at 
least,  at  the  Pay  office,  upon  about  two 
thousand  pounds  a  year;  and  most  heartily 
do  we  congratulate  our  readers  on  the 
event;  for,  as  we  before  stated,  we  really 
began  to  apprehend,  that  "  the  family" 
bad  fixed  its  rapacious  eyes  on  the  bishop- 
rick  of  Durham.  The  church  has  had  a 
rarrow  escape ! 

It  is  now,  we  are  told,  decided,  that  Mr. 
Addington  is  to  come  down,  after  the  re- 
cess, and  propose  a  grant  of  ^f  .200,000  to 
the  Stadlholder !     With  what  face  the  mi- 


corps,  but  a  long  string  of  abuse  on  the  wri- 
ter of  LuTz's  narrative,  and  a  poor  petti- 
fogging criticism  on  the  testimony  of  Cor- 
poral Sclimid.  The  statement  of  the  Sin- 
clairs  is  repeated  and  insisted  on,  and  so  is 
that  of  Ker  Porter  of  Panorama  notoriety  3 
and  the  writer,  who  signs  himself  "a  re- 
tired OFFICER,"  calls  upon  the  Attorney- 
General  to  do  the  rest  by  prosecuting  me  for 
a  libel  on  the  Highlanders  !  !  ! — And  is  this 
all  that  can  be  said  and  done  against  the 
cause  of  Lutz  .'  Is  this  all  that  Edinbro, 
with  the  42d  regiment  in  its  belly,  can  bring 
forth  ?— I  do  not  know,  that  I  should  not  be 
Distry  will   do  this,  without   explaining   to  \  justified  in  imputing  this  publication  to  the 


the  country,  how  this  expense  comes  to 
fall  upon  it,  at  last,  we  know  not;  but, 
for  braving  out  such  a  transaction,  there 
is,  perhaps,  nothing  like  your  modest,  con- 
scientious, well-meaning  men,  one  of  these, 
■with  h  s  hand  upon  his  heart,  in  a  tone  and 
Ettitude  half  theatrical  and  half  metho- 
distical,  will,  without  a  blush,  utter  what 
any  other  of  God's  creatures  would  be 
ashamed  but  to  think. 

Another  blow,  another  cup  of  humilia- 
tion, is  at  hand,  to  convince  his  Majesty  of 
the  fatal  ftTects  of  submitting  to  the  coun- 
sels of  a  ministry  without  bivih,  public  ciia- 


42d  regiment,  and  in  treating  them  ac- 
cordingly ;  it  is  published  in  the  same  place 
where  they  are;  it  is  immediately  repub- 
lished in  London  by  HEBIOT,  the  same 
Scotchman  who  published  the  proceedings 
of  the  Highland  Society.  These  circum- 
stances are  strong.  I  will,  however,  sus- 
pend my  reply  for  a  little  while  longer!  a 
fortnight  more  will,  1  think,  be  quite  suffi- 
cient time  fur  the  42d  regiment  to  disclaim 
the  pretensions  set  up  by  Sinclair,  and  for 
the  Highland  Society  to  correct  the  error, 
Vv'hich  they  have  been  the  means  of  pro- 
mulgating, 

LONDON3 


LONDON,  January  8  to  Jamianj  15,    1803, 
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TO    Wir.LIAM    WILBERFORCE,      ES  O. 

Sir, — Having,  in  my  last  letter  (Vol.  II. 
p.  745),  shown,  that  the  mere  circumstance 
of  not  having  been  in  office  (even  supposing 
you  fit  for  office)  and  of  not  having  re- 
ceived a  title,  is,  in  itself,  no  proof,  nor  even 
presumption,  in  favour  of  that  "  honesty" 
thnt  "  vprlgbtuesi,"  those  "  pure  interitiens  " 
or  that  wonderful  "  dislnteresledness,"  of 
which  you  make  so  ostentatious  a  display, 
and  of  which  a  stranger  to  English  patriotism 
vould  really  think  you  to  be  the  exclusive 
possessor  ;  having  shown,  that,  even  from 
your  own  declarations,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
principal  object  of  your  ambition,  is,  to  pre- 
serve your  seat  for  the  county  of  York,  to 
continue  to  be  the  representative  of  "  a  lit' 
"  tie  kingdom  •"  having,  as  I  think,  esta- 
blished these  points,  it  remains  for  me  to 
inquire,  whether  the  means,  by  which  you 
have  hitherto  secured  this  object,  have  not, 
through  the  weakness  and  credulity  of 
others,  largely  contributed  towards  the  adop- 
tion of  those  measures,  which,  in  their  se- 
veral ways  and  degrees,  have  finally  pro- 
duced our  present  embarrassment  and  dis- 
grace. 

In  this  inquiry,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
follow  you  through  all  the  little  windings 
and  turnings  of  your  political  life,  t'o  hunt 
out  those  temporary  errors  and  follies,  of 
which,  probably,  you  Lave  long  ago  re- 
pented ;  but,  to  confine  myself  to  the  prin- 
cipal of  those  public  subjects,  in  which  I  re- 
collect you  to  have  acted  a  conspicuous  part, 
and  with  respect  to  which  you  have  per- 
severed, in  opposition  to  the  dictates  of  rea- 
son, of  experience,  and  of  public  good. 
These  subjects  are:  1,  Parliamentary  Re- 
form 3  2.  The  Persecution  of  Mr.  Reeves  5 
3.  The  Slave  Trade;  4.  The  Projects  re- 
specting Tithes,  &c.  5.  The  Regicide  Peace; 
O.  Continental  Connexions.  On  all  these 
most  momentous  questions,  either  your  in- 
fluence prevailed  over  Mr.  Pitt,  or  Mr.  Pitt, 
unfortunately  for  him  and  for  his  country, 
happened  to  agree  with  you  in  opinion;  and, 
I  think,  it  must  now  evidently  appear,  that, 
though  you  greatly  assisted  him  in  breaking 
down,  or  rather  in  undermining  the  high, 
the  anti-commercial,  the  anti-financial  spi- 
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rit  of  the  country,  he  has,  at  last,  paid  most 
dearly  for  that  assistance. 

I.  With  ParUamentary  Reform  upon  your 
lips  you  came  into  public  life.  At  an  age 
hardly  ripe  enough  for  the  management  of 
any  considerable  private  concern  ;  with  not 
a  single  grain  of  experience  in  public  affairs: 
with  very  little  knowledge  of  men,  and  none 
of  nations;  with  talents,  which,  in  spite  of 
twenty  years  cultivation,  still  remain  far, 
very  far  indeed,  beneath  mediocrity;  with 
an  inordinate  thirst  for  sway,  and  with  an 
abundant  stock  of  that  presumption  of 
which  a  conceit  of  extraordinary  purity  is  at 
once  the  cause  and  the  effect:  thus  equip* 
ped,  you,  all  at  once,  started  forth,  a  puritan 
in  religion  and  in  law,  a  reformer  of  th« 
church  and  the  parliament. — Of  the  cla- 
mours for  parliamentary  reform,  first  begun 
by  you  and  your  associates,  how  numerous 
and  how  great  have  been  the  evils  !  No 
small  portion  of  all  the  discontents  and  dan-- 
gers,  which  liave  exibted,  and  which,  in 
some  degree,  do  still  exist,  both  in  England 
and  Ireland,  arose  from  the  doctrines  incul- 
cated by  the  parliamentary  reformers,  whose 
wild  notions,  whose  incoherent  plans,  and 
whose  nonsensical  plirases  even,  wcreadopt= 
ed  by  all  those  seditious  and  treasonable 
combinations,  which,  at  one  time,  threaten^ 
cd  the  existence  of  the  monarchy,  and 
which  were  not  suppressed,  without  mea- 
sures, the  necessity  of  which  every  friend  of 
true  freedom  must  have  lamented  and  must 
still  lament.  That  the  success  of  the  rebels 
in  France  operated  as  a  powerful  encourage^ 
ment  to  those  of  this  country  there  can  be  no 
doubt;  without  the  heart-cheering  example 
of  the  former,  it  is  probable,  indeed,  that 
the  latter  would  never  havs  attempted  to 
form  a  "  British  Convention  ;"  but,  without 
the  pretext,  furnished  by  the  parliamentary 
reformers,  by  you  and  your  coadjutors,  by 
the  Wyvills,  the  Beaufoys,  and  thj  rest  of 
those,  who,  under  the  garb  of  mee^^uess, 
aspirtrd  to  controul,  and  who  actually  did 
controul  and  overpower,  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  without  that  pretext  there  would  hav« 
been  no  assemblies  of  delegates,  none  of 
those  affiliated  "societies,  out  of  which  the 
justly  dreaded  British  convention  arose.  To 
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you  and  your  associates  of  17S2  and  1785  I  binet,  aided  by  the  advice  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cre trace  not  only  the  ^re/e.v/,  generally,  cf  ceilor  and  the  other  law  officers  of  the 
the  corresponding  societies,  the  societies  of  crown,  would  have  instituted  the  prosecu- 
United  Irishmen,  &c.  &c.  but  also  the  lead-  1  tion  against  Toolce,  had  they  not  been  fully 
ing  principles,  upon  which  these  societies  satisfied  as  to  the  nature  of  the  crime  laid  to 
proceeded,  and  even  the  precedent,  as  to  I  his  charge  ;  and,  if  you  admit  this,  which 
manner  and  form,  by  which  they  were  or-  I  you  will  scarcely  refuse  to  do,  the  obvious 
ganized  and  in  which  their  seditious  efforts  |  conclusion  is,   that  the  principles,  broached 


were  conducted.  That  the  "  wel!-n:ieanmg 
"  men"  of  ly&'l  and  1/85,  did  not  wish  to 
destroy  both  king  and  pariiamenr,  I  a-ti 
ready  to  allow;  but,  that  they  did  by  their 
*'  Quimuple  Alliance,"  by  their  "  Con- 
*'  vention  of  Delegates,"  by  their  resolu- 
tions to  obtain  the  sense  ofthe  people  "in  their 
"  different  parishes  or  smaller  districts,"  by 


and  promulgated  by  you  and  your  coadju- 
tors, were  such  as  led  to  the  commission  of 
high  treason,  such  as  led  to  the  most  heinous 
of  all  earthly  offences,  the  compassing  of  the 
death  of  the  King!  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  that 
Tooke  and  his  associates  had  objects  in  view 
which  you  never  thought  of;  for,  though 
that  might  be,  yet  it  appeared,   to  a  judge 


their  repeated  intlammatory  declarations  and    and  jury,  after  one  ofthe  most  patient  trials 


addresses ;  that  the  "  safe  politicians"  did,  by 
these  means,  chalk  out  the  plan,  and  even 
lay  the  foundation,  of  that  "  monument  of 
human  wisdom,''  which  the  British  conven- 
tion were  about  to  raise,  is  a  fact,  the  truth 
of  v/hich,  I  am  certain,  no  man  of  sincerity 
will  attempt  to  deny.  But,  indeed,  this 
point  has  been  judicially  decided.  Home 
Tooke,  who  was  prosecuted  for  high  treason, 
rested  his  defence,  principally,  upon  the 
\dcX,  that  the  Society,  of  which  he  v,'as  ac- 
cused of  being  the  leader,  had  in  view,  no 
ether  obj<ct,  than  that  which  had  heen  pursued 
hy  you  and  your  coadjutors ;  the  judge,  in  sum- 
ming up  the  evidence,  after  six  days' trial, 
declared,  that  the  contrary  had  not  beai  made 
out.  Lord  Chiet  Justice:  Eyre,  after 
stating  that  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety v/as  instituted  in  1/92,  professedly/c^r 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, on  the  plan  of  the  reformers  of  1/82 
and  1/35,  proceeds  thus: — "I  think  the 
"  evidence  is  so;  and,  tliongh  a  great  deal 
"  of  violence  very  soon  followed,  which 
"  might  have  led  me  to  question  the  truth  cf 
*'  their  original  principles,  yet  I  think  it 
"  ought  to  be  taken,  that  that  Society  ivas 
•'  hisiituted  upon  those  prlncifjles;  unless  one 
*■■  could  have  disiinctiy  seen,  in  the  cvi- 
*'  dence,  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  foun- 
"  dation  of  that  Society,  and  seen  that  it 
"  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
*'  under  a  secret  influence  and  direction  to 
*'  some  other  end,  using  a  Reform  of  Par- 
*'  liamcnt  as  a  colour  only.  I  think  there 
"  was  some  attempt  to  make  this  otL;  but 
"  it  seenjs  to  me,  that  they  did  not  go  far 
*'  enough  to  maintain  that  proposition."  As 
soon  as  the  ji'.dge  had  closed,  the  jury  ac- 
quitted the  prisoner. — Kere,  then,  Sir,  ws 
have  a  complete  commentary  on  your  wis- 
dom as  a  reformer  of  the,,  st.a-e  It  <.an 
hardly  be  supposed,  that  his  Majesty's  Cat 


upon  record,  that  their  Society  was  instituted 
upon  your  principles,  and  the  indictment  v.-ill 
prove,  that  the  institution  of  their  Society 
made  part  of  the  crime  alledged  against 
them. — If  the  evil  consequences  of  your 
wild  and  presumptuous  projects  had  extend- 
ed no  further  than  the  imprisonment,  the 
transportation,  or  the  death,  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals, there  would,  even  in  that  case,  have 
been  a  loud  call  on  you  for  repentance  and 
for  an  open  and  explicit  avowal  thereof, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  least  atone- 
ment with  which  the  nation  ought  to  have 
been  satisfied  at  your  hands;  but,  Sir,  the 
records  of  our  righteous  and  merciful  courts 
exhibit  merely  the  symptoms  of  those  conse- 
quences, which,  to  be  duty  appreciated,  must 
be  sought  for  in  the  alarms  in  England  and 
Scotland,  in  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  in  the 
mutiny  in  the  fleet,  and  in  all  the  conco- 
mitant effects,  domestic  and  foreign,  of 
these  ever  to  be  lamented  events.  No  one, 
who  has  paid  the  least  attention  to  the  em- 
barrassments created  by  the  war,  need  be 
told,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  them  arose 
from  causes  purely  internal.  The  discon- 
tents in  Ireland,  v.-hich  at  last  ended  in  aa 
open  and  sanguinary  rebellion,  were  insti- 
gated by  societies  formed  on  the  pretext  of 
Parliam.entary  Reform.  Those  discontents, 
together  with  the  v/ell-founded  alarm,  aris- 
ing from  the  same  source,  existing  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  hung,  during  the  greater 
part  ofthe  war,  like  a  mill-stone  about  the 
neck  of  our  governnient,  cram.ped  all  our' 
operations,  excited  confidence  in  ourenemies, 
and  distrust  in  our  allies.  You,  Sir,  who 
are  of  the  school  ot  the  economists,  and  who 
are,  on  all  occasions,  so  anxious  to  show 
your  attention  to  the  pecaniaiy  interests  of 
your  "  little  kingdom"  of  constituents  ;  you,: 
who  so  deeply  deplore  the  "  pressure"  on 
the  people^  may,   out  oi  your  tender  regard 
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for  them,  have  possibly  been  led  to  ascertain 
the  probable  extent  of  the  expense  occasion- 
ed by  those  internal  troubles,  which  arose 
from  the  combinations  grounded  on  your 
project  of  reform,  and  which  expense  will 
not,  I  imagine,  be  found  to  amount  to  less 
than  Jifty  pf  those  miUions,  which,  since  the 
year  1/92,  have  been  added  to  the  burdens 
of  the  nation.  Indeed,  if  we  include  the 
expenses  of  the  numerous  armed  associations, 


with  a  navy  diminished  by  more  fhan  an' 
half,  and  with  a  proportionate  decrease  of' 
business  in  the  naval  departments,  that  we 
were  to  hear  that  the  boards  of  Admiralty- 
and  navy  were  inadequate  from  their  great- 
press  of  business,  to  enter  into  the  examina- 
tion of  frauds  committed  in  their  particular- 
departments,  of  which  they  only  are  the 
proper  and  immediate  judges,  and  to  cor-- 
rect  which,  is  one  of  the  peculiar  and  im- 


called  forth  by  these  domestic  dangers,  the  portant  ends  of  their  appointment.  In  a 
loss  of  labour  occasioned  thereby,  and  the  |  legal  point  of  view  the  bill  is  equally  ob- 
emigration  of  artizans  from  his  Majesty's  i  jectionable.  Our  best  and  most  constitu- 
dominions,  owing  to  the  same  cause,  not  1  tional  lawyers  have  ever  deprecated  the  ex- 
live  times  fifty  millions  would  repair  the  j  tension  and  increase  of  oaths  in  all  legal 
national  injury,  which  has  arisen  from  an  j  proceedings,  as  being  very  injurious  in  a 
attempt  to  carry  your  principles  o{  reform  to 
their  full  and  natural  result.  And,  shall  we, 
Sir,  after  this,  silently  admit  your  almost  ex- 
clusive claim  to  public  economy  and  political 
prudence?  Shall  we  tamely  hear  you  repeat 
your  insinuations  of  indiscretion  and  madness 
against  those,  who  wish  to  rouze  the  nation 
to  a  sense  of  that  danger,  into  which  you 
and  your  prudent  associates  have  plunged  if, 
but  who  never,  like  you,  were  so  indiscreet 
or  so  mad  as,  by  their  conduct,  to  furnish  a 
justification  for  persons  accused  of  high 
treason  ?  Shall  we,  after  this,  submit  to  the 
unbearable  insult  of  being  told,  that  you  and 
your  associates  are  the  only  pnuknt  men,  the 
only  "  safe  politicians  r"  ***■*•)«•* 
Want  of  room  compels  me  to  postpone  the 
other  points  'till  another  opportunity. — I  am, 
in  the  mean  lime,  yours,  &c.  &c, 

London,  \2tb  Jan.  1802.       W.  Cobbett. 


ON    THE    NAVY    RILL. 

Sir, — At  a  time  when  the  greatest  cau- 
tion ought  to  be  observed  in  the  conducting 
of  public  affairs,  both  with  respect  to  oeco- 
nomy  and  legality,  this  bill  sets  both  at 
nought.  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
the  Commissioners  of  the  iSIavy  have  full  and 
exclusive  powers  to  enquire  into  and  lerae- 
dy  any  and  every  abuse  that  does  exist  in  the 
dock-yards.  During  a  war,  in  which  the 
unexampled  exertions  of  the  country  equip- 
ped a  navy  unheard  of  in  former  times,  con- 
sisting of  upwards  of  600  ships  in  commis- 
sion, the  admiralty  departments  under  the 
late  administration,  clogged  as  they  vv-ere 
by  the  two  mutinies,  and  other  circum- 
stances of  gre^t  and  peculiar  ditfifulty,  were 
conducted  irl  a  manner  that  reflects  the 
highest  honour  on  them.  There  were  no 
complaints  on  the  parts  of  the  commission- 
ers of  their  inability  to  do  their  duty,  on  ac- 


moral  point  of  view,  and  tending  to  fami- 
liarize men  to  an  appeal,  which  only  ought 
to  be  resorted  to  in  the  most  soleain  and 
important  occasions.  Hence  one  great  ob- 
jection to  the  excise  laws,  customs,  it c.  But: 
this  bill  proceeds  further,  it  gives  power  to 
certain  commissioners  to  tender  oaths  to  the 
party  accused,  in  order  to  convict  them- 
selves, in  direct  opposition  to  the  well  known 
adage  of  common  law,  nemo  ienetnr  seipmni 
accusare.  Some  years  ago  three  commis- 
sioners were  appointed  to  audit  the  public 
accounts,  to  enquire  into  all  abuses,  to  re- 
present them,  and  point  out  such  remedies 
as  should  appear  to  them  best  adapted  for 
the  purpose  ;  they  accordingly  visited  the 
several  dock-yards,  and  amongst  the  rest 
Portsmouth,  where  they  staid  nearly  two 
months,  made  the  strictest  and  most  minute 
enquiries  into  every  thing  concerning  them, 
examined  every  person  in  and  out  of  them 
that  could  furnish  thenvwith  any  informa- 
tion, inspected  every  document,  paper,  book, 
and  account  that  could  throw  any  light  oa 
a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  public  as  the 
administration  of  the  dock-yards.  Every 
abuse  existed  then  that  exists  now,  no  alte- 
ration or  check  whatever  having  been  in- 
terposed to  restrain  them,  and  the  commis- 
sioners having  made  their  report,  the  matter 
has  laid  dormant  from  that  time,  (which 
was  previously  to  the  year  1790  to  the  pre- 
sent,) except  indeed,  that  two  more  com- 
missioners have  been  added  to  the  three, 
making  the  number  of  such  commissioner* 
for  auditing  and  examining  the  public  ac- 
counts, live.  The  Admiralty  Board  consists 
of  7  commissioners,  the  Navy  Board  of  a 
comptroller,  deputy  comptroller,  two  sur- 
veyors, and  six  commissioners  in  London, 
and  four  resident  commissioners  at  the  four 
principal  dock-yards,  making  2  J  commis- 
sioners for  conducting  this  branch  of   the 


count  of  their  muUifarious  occnp-ations.     It 

■was  ip.^ttxtd  for  j-he  present  period  of  p?ace.  |  public  service,  certainly  of  the  greatest  con- 
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eern  and  last  Importance.  Amongst  these 
are  many  indivitluals  who  have  risen  to 
their  present  eminence  through  a  gradation 
of  office,  commencing  in  the  lowest  scale  of 
rank,  even  as  low  as  apprentice  to  a  ship- 
wright. In  consequence  they  are  most 
fully  acquainted  with  every  minute  circum- 
stance of  the  dock  yards  and  their  adminis- 
tration, and  were  thereby  the  most  tiroper 
persons  to  examine  into  the  abuses  prac- 
tised in  them,  and  to  prescribe  the  reme- 
dies. The  four  resident  commi'^sioners  at 
the  four  principal  dock  yards  are  old  ex- 
perienced officers  in  the  navy,  and  have 
hitherto  been  recommended  to  this  distin- 
guished situation  from  the  port  list,  on 
accoa.-jt  of  their  knowledge,  talents,  and 
services.  Now,  if  instead  of  creating  new 
officers  unacquainted  in  the  smallest  degree 
with  the  minutiae  and  intricacies,  as  well  as 
the  more  important  branches  of  the  naval 
department,  and  burthening  the  public  with 
a  new  charge,  at  a  time  when  the  most 
rigorous  ceconomy  is,  on  account  of  our 
necessary  pressures,  become  so  indispensably 
rsquisiie,  one  comn)issioner  was  to  be  de- 
tached from  the  Admiralty  Board,  another, 
or  even  two  from  the  Navy  Board,  and 
they  were  to  be  associated  at  each  dock-yard 
with  the  resident  commissioners,  and  aided 
by  fora}er  enquiries,  they  would  seriously 
set  to  work  to  ascertain  the  existing  abuses, 
and  adopt  remedies  to  thetn,  the  whole  bu- 
siness would  be  readily  completed,  and 
Without  a  siiigle  addition  of  expense  to  the 
country.  if  they  in  the  course  of  their 
investigation  found  any  difficulty  in  exa 
mining  witnesses  out  of  the  dock-yards, 
it  would  be  easy  enough  then  to  devise 
some  compulsory  measure,  without  having 
immediate  recourse  to  the  present  project,  so 
unconstitutional  in  a  legal,  and  dangerous 
in  a  moral  point  of  view.  As  to  the  persons 
employed  in  the  dock-}ards,  they  will  be 
ready  enough  to  take  any  oath  tendered  to 
them,  as  their  ri  fnsa!  would  subject  them  to 
dismissal,  and  their  perjury  to  an  indictment. 
The  abuses  practise  d  in  the  dock  yards  have 
been  a  subject  of  just  complaint  for  many 
years  past  ;  they  are  carried  on  to  an  extent 
al^most  incredible,  and  to  a  calculated  a- 
mount  of  J.  500,01)0  annually.  But  Vvill  ihe 
present  proposed  bill  remedy  them  }  Will 
the  appointment  of  men,  in  consequence  of 
.parliaaicufary  interest,  or  the  ipse  dijcit  of  the 
First  Lord  ol  the  Admiralty,  be  a  likely 
means  of  eradicating  the  evils  complained 
cil  If  tWenty-oue  commissioners  periectly 
acqunuiteil  with  every  abuse,  and  well  vers- 
f4  ar4d  ex^tJuibcd  in  the  whole  ixianagewcnt 


of  the  dock  yards,  are  incompetent  to  the 
eradicating  of  the  existing  frauds,  how  can 
a  set  of  men  appointed  de  nono  from  the  pre- 
dominant intere.'^t  of  the  hour  be  eo  visianti 
sufficiently  experienced  in  nffairs  of  such 
great  and  intiicale  complexity,  and  com- 
bining infinite  det;iils  to  new  model,  im- 
prove and  put  them  on  such  a  basis  as  shall, 
for  the  future,  shut  out  the  avenue  to  pecu- 
lation, fraud  and  abuse.  Whoever  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  dock-yards,  or  their  ad- 
n:iinistration,  must  know  that  the  present 
measure  is  a  most  despicable  job,  calculated 
to  serve  only  ministerial  and  interested  pur- 
poses, to  extend  the  already  overgrown  pri- 
tronage  of  the  First  Commissioner  of  the 
Admiralty,  to  feed  his  numerous  and  insatiate 
expectants,  and  to  create  an  establishment 
with  powers  and  objects  extraordinary  and 
undefined,  and  nugatory,  as  to  any  good  ef- 
fects that  can  result  from  it.  A  loo  great 
readiness  to  depart  from  established  usages 
seems  to  be  the  prevalent  desire  of  the  pre- 
sent day.  The  most  wholesome  laws,  com- 
bining the  most  sjlutary  checks  to  disho- 
nesty, peculation  and  abuses,  which  exist  in 
full  force  at  the  present  moment,  and  which 
require  only  common  attention  and  industry 
to  be  understood  and  put  in  practice,  are 
hastily  abandoned  for  new  plans,  and  to 
serve  and  extend  new  interests,  and  to  create 
new  offices,  various  and  complicated,  which 
instead  of  clearing  the  way  to  discovery,  pu- 
nishment and  remedy,  make  it  only  mote 
crooked  and  intricate.  The  dock-yards  have 
severely  felt  this  innovating  mania.  New 
order  has  hastily  succeeded  new  order.  To 
an  order  today,  to-morrow  a  countermand] 
to  day  Mr.  Bentham  is  particularly  marked 
out  for  exclusion  ;  to  inorrow  paraded 
through  every  storehouse;  to  day  the  labour 
is  done  by  men  and  horses ;  to-morrow  the 
yard  is  converted  into  a  storehouse  of  ma- 
chinery. The  reservoir  in  Portsmouth  dock- 
yard is  worked  by  horses  to-day,  to-morrow 
by  a  steam  engine,  the  day  after  by  men. 
The  introduction  of  new  plans  has  intro- 
duced new  interests,  and  the  dock-yards 
have  presented  scenes  of  faction  and  intrigue, 
which  have  been  carried  to  an  unparalleled 
height,  insomuch,  that  the  resident  commis- 
sioner has  frequently  found  himself  a  mere 
cypher,  wherein  formerly  his  word  was  law, 
and  has  been  subjected  to  the  disgraceful 
measure  of  restoring  those  men  to  tlieir  for- 
mer situations  which  they  had  been  disi-r 
charged  from,  for  mal-practices  and  miscon- 
duct, according  to  the  dornineering  interest 
and  successful  faction  of  the  day.  i<oy,  the 
Admiralty  Board  frequently  interfere  in  nc* 
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minating  to  the  very  lowest  situations,  in 
opposition  to  the  personal  recommendaiion 
of  the  resident  commissioner,  who  is  fre- 
quently constrained  to  enter  persons,  whom 
he  has  great  cause  to  distrust,  in  the  point  of 
honesty,  sobriety,  and  proper  principles. 
Moreover,  may  not  the  Ordnance,  the  Vic- 
tualling, and  other  departments  (in  which 
undoubtedly  many  abuses  prevail)  after  the 
present  example,  so  eminent  in  idleness  and 
disinclination  to  business,  may  not  they 
come  forward  and  propose  similar  measures 
in  their  boards  ?  If  the  First  Commissioner 
of  the  Admiralty  shall  successfully  procure 
such  a  great  extension  of  his  interest  and 
patronage,  will  it  not  be  a  precedent  for  a 
Master-General  ofthe  Ordnanceor  theruling 
party  of  the  day,  to  follow  the  present  ex- 
ample, at  once  so  gratifying  to  ministerial 
influence  and  desirable  to  needy  followers. 
When  the  very  few  hours  of  attendance,  by 
the  commissioners  at  the  public  boards  to 
ordinary  business,  is  considered,  we  may,  and 
v/e  have  a  right  to  insist  on  a  longer  attend- 
ance to  correct,  and  a  more  intelligent  in- 
dustry to  remedy  any  abuses  which  have 
arisen  or  crept  into  any  department  of  the 
state,  perhaps  originating,  at  least  in  part, 
from  that  very  sluggish  and  slender  attend- 
ance and  application.  The  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy,  till  this  war,  managed  the 
Transport  Service  also,  for  which,  on  their 
own  representation,  tliey  obtained  an  in- 
crease of  salary  to  the  amount  of  of  200  per 
annum.  This  branch  of  service  hss  been 
transferred  to  a  separate  board,  but  the  in- 
crease of  salary  has  not  been  transferred  with 
it ;  on  the  contrary,  the  combined  salary  of 
o£800  per  annum  has  been  still  further  in- 
creased to  jt\000  in  lieu  of  some  fees  which 
they  lost,  in  consequence  of  the  removal 
of  this  very  branch  of  business.  From  all 
which  premises  the  following  deductions 
may  be  made. — That  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  and  Navy  are  fully  compe- 
tent to  enquire  into,  ascertain,  and  remedy 
all  the  existing  evils  and  abuses  in  the  dork- 
yards,  over  which  they  have  a  full,  complete 
and  entire  jurisdiction. — That  thelawsat  pre- 
sent in  force,  are  fully  adequate  to  the  punish- 
ment and  correction  of  every  fraud,  pecula^ 
tion,  and  malpractice  in  the  naval  depart- 
ments.— That  those  lav/s  only  require  atten- 
tion to  discover,  industry  to  prosecute,  and  the 
exertion  of  the  powers  they  confer,  to  enable 
the  Admiralty  and  Navy  Boards  of  them- 
selves to  reform  all  existing  abuses,  and  to 
punish  their  perpetrators. — That  this  can 
and  ou^ht  to  be  speedily  done,  without 
charging  the  public    with   one   additional 


farthing  of  expense,  and  without  neglect- 
ing in  the  smallest  degree  the  accustomed 
routine  of  public  business  now  in  this  time 
of  peace.  Uoon  comparing  which  with, 
the  war  establishment,  tlie  manner  of  its 
being  conducted,  and  the  numbers  to  con- 
duct it,  we  may  reasonably  conclude  the 
Navy  and  Admiralty  Boards  to  have  entire 
and  full  leisure  to  turn  their  whole  thoughts. 
Time  and  attention  to  the  investigating 
abuses,  which  have,  it  is  to  be  feared,  origi- 
nated from  causes  more  or  less  connected 
with  negligence,  inattention,  and  v/ant  of 
constant  and  regular  investigation. — At  all 
events,  it  is  the  indispcnsible  duty  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  stewards  of  the 
public  purse,  to  guard  with  unceasing  vigi- 
lance any  attempt,  however  specious,  or 
from  whatever  quarter  originating,  that 
shall  in  its  consequences  add  to  the  pecu- 
niary pressures,  already  so  very  great,  witll- 
out  being  certified  beyond  all  doubt.  That 
the  public  afFairJi  in  the  above-mentioned 
boards,  on  account  of  the  great  press  of 
business  under  their  mana^ciuent,  have  not 
time  to  give  the  subject  the  important  con- 
sideration it  so  loudly  calls  for;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  inspect  with  a  laudable  suspi- 
cion and  jealous  circumspection  a  measure 
which  more  than  carries  with  it  a  desire  of 
certain  officers  to  shift  a  burthen  from 
themselves,  so  peculiarly  their  own,  to  the 
shoulders  of  others  not  so  able  to  bear  it, 
at  the  expense  of  tiie  public,  and  to  the  ex- 
tension of  a  patronage  already  too  great. 
But  above  all  to  resist  with  manly  firmness 
and  indignation  any  attempt,  under  what- 
ever mark  presented,  that  shall  in  any  the 
remotest  degree  infringe  on  the  undoubted 
privileges  and  dearest  rights  of  the  subject, 
recognized  by  the  common  law  ofthe  land, 
and  secured  by  our  envied  and  invaluable 
constitution.  R.B. 

Decernheriy,  1802. 

This  was  written  some  days  ago  as  will 
appear  by  the  date,  and  long  before  the  bill 
was  passed)  but  finding  you  have  taken  up 
the  subject  in  Saturday's  Register,  has  in- 
duced me  to  make  some  additional  observa- 
tions — It  requires  no  very  extraordinary 
powers  to  discover  abuses  in  the  dock-yards, 
they  are  pretty  plain  and  visible.  That 
the  public  has  been  most  grossly  imposed  on 
in  the  article  of  hemp  cannot  be  doubted, 
as  the  ample  fortunes  of  more  than  one  in- 
dividual testify.  But  while  a  pompous  dis- 
play of  acute  investigation  is  shown  in  the 
overcharge  of  the  article  of  casks  used  ia 
the  rope  houses,  to  the  amount  of  a  few 
hundred  pounds,  and  to  which  every  cleric 
C3 
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.-.in  the  rope-yard  must  have  been  privy, 
rlrauJsto  an  amount  almost  incredible  are 
sutfered  to  go  unpunished,  and  the  guilty 
plunderer  lives  in  a  state  of  splendour, 
which  at  once  proclaims  his  dishonour,  and 
the  shametul  negligence  of  those  men  in 
office,  by  which  be  escapes  with  impunity. 
Much  has  been  said  about  the  purity  and 
dtsinterestedness  of  thje  present  Admiralty. 
Does  the  following  circumstance  evince  it }  j 
The  porter  of  the  dock-yard  at  Portsmouth  I 
was  allowed  J.30  per  annum,  a  house  to  | 
live  in,  and  also  a  chaise  or  coach-house  for 
his  carriage  and  stable  for  his  horses.  At 
first  sight  it  must  appear  singular,  that  a 
porter,  whose  business  there  is  literally  to 
attend  at  the  gates,  and  most  minutely  to 
inspect  every  ingress  and  regrees,  should 
have  a  coach-house  and  stable  to  keep  his 
carriage  and  horses,  and  that  too  upon  of30 
a  year ;  but  he  had  the  profits  of  the  yard 
tap,  where  beer  is  sold  to  the  workmen. 
These  profits  have  been  estimated  to  amount 
to  from  ^oOOtOcf  700  P^r  annum.  This  place 
had  generally  been  given  to  some  messen- 
ger or  very  inferior  person  in  the  Admiralty 
service.  In  consequence,  however,  of  some 
great  interest  made  for  this  situation  on  the 
last  vacancy,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty inquired  into  these  circunlstaiices,  and 
very  wisely  conceiving  that  two  creatures 
are  better  than  one,  he  appointed  two  por- 
ters to  divide  the  profits,  who  will  have 
two  houses,  two  chaise  houses,  and  two 
stables,  where  there  was  one  only  before. 
This  is  one  proof  amongst  many  others  of 
their  great  attention  to  economy  and  laud- 
able zeal  in  eradicating  abuses.  So  much 
for  the  porter.  As  he  is  the  lowest  in  the 
scale  we  will  go  up  to  the  highest,  viz.  the 
resident  commissioner.  It  had  been  for 
many  years  a  part  of  his  duty  to  pay  ships, 
for  which  he  was  allowed  40s.  per  day  whai 
employed,  which  formed  a  part  of  his  in- 
come; but  the  Admiralty  have  taken  away 
this  branch  of  his  employ,  and  employed  a 
second  port  admiral  on  constant  pay  at  a  very 
great  increase  of  expense  to  pay  the  ships, 
and,  in  consideration  of  the  commissioner's 
losing  these  emoluments,  his  salary  has  been 
increased  very  considerably.  The  present 
comptroller  of  the  navy  was  offered  a  pen- 
sion equal  to  his  emoluments  if  he  would 
resign  his  situation  in  favour  of  a  present 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  so  likewise  was  a 
resident  commissioner  if  he  would  do  the 
same  in  favour  of  another  lord  01"  the  san:e 
board.  This,  is  that  Admiralty  which  is 
.  above  all  ideas  of  fjvouritism,  and  which 
3n  its  outrageously  virtuous  eud&avours  to 


reform  abuses  in  its  own  department  would 
have  laid  the  axe  to  the  very  root  of  con- 
stitutional   liberty    solemnly   guaranteed   to 
the  subject  by  the  coronation  oath. 
January  3,  1S03. 

MR,    ADDINGTON's  MODEST  ASSURANCE. 

Sir,— The  Modesty  of  your  conscientious, 
trell-ininnhig  man,  is  strikingly  exemplified 
in  Mr.  Addington's  speeches  on  the  address. 
It  were  to  be  wished  for  the  nation  that 
the  ministers  were  men  of  abilities:  it  were 
desirable  for  their  supporters  that  they  had 
even  the  reputation  of  talents :  let  them 
be  discreet  if  they  cannot  be  wise  :  at  least 
it  docs  not  become  them  to  make  a  display 
of  their  deficiencies  or  to  seize  on  every 
opportunity  lor  demonstrating  their  inca- 
pacity.— This  reflection  suggests  itself  upon 
reading  the  reports  of  Mr.  Addington's 
speeches  on  the  address  as  they  appear  in 
the  public  papers. — One  would  imagine- 
that  any  sensible  minister,  however  desirous 
to  uphold  the  peace  of  Amiens,  would  at 
least  use  cautious  and  moderate  language 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  the  na- 
tion is  at  present  placed,  so  evidently  criti- 
cal, so  confessedly  embarrassing.  But  such 
is  the  frame  of  Mr.  Addington's  mind  and 
intellect  that  he  viev/s  it  with  delight  and 
trium.ph,  and  when  reminded  of  the  cala- 
mities it  has  produced,  he  cannot  refrain 
from  exultation.- — "  If,  says  he,  I  am  a  de- 
"■  linquent,  I  confess  I  am  a  hardened  one  : 
"  for  I  do  declare  that  I  never  reflect  on 
"  the  share  I  liad  in  restoring  peace  to  my 
"  country,  but  with  the  most  heartfelt  sa- 
"  tistaction." — Yet  in  the  midst  of  this  tri- 
umphant boast  he  immediately  reverses  the 
scene,  and  declares  that  all  Europe  is  in  a 
situation  which  no  man  laments  so  much  as 
himself — and  then  forgetting  every  idea  of 
peace,  he  boasts  of  our  state  of  preparation 
for  war,  and  takes  the  utmost  credit  to  his 
administration  for  having  kept  up  a  navy 
and  army  double,  both  in  force  and  ex- 
pense, to  which  was  maintained  after  the 
peace  of  1783. — Some  persons  may  doubt 
as  to  the  common  honesty  of  this  harangue, 
but  I  think  no  man  can  doubt  as  to  the 
common  sense  of  it. — How  tliis  triumph 
mixed  with  lamentation,  this  peace  accom- 
panied with  a  preparation  for  war,  this 
continued  system  of  war  expense  and  dou- 
bled establishment  can  give  the  most  heart- 
ielt  satisfaction,  vulgar  men  may  find  dif- 
ficult to  reconcile,  and  we  must  leave  to 
Mr.  Addington  himself  to  explain. — Let  us 
then  hear  him  again:  thus  the  great  man 
proix'cds. — "  Nay  I  do  not  scruple   to  add., 
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"  that  even  if  encroachments  or  insults  of- 
*'  fared  to  the  country  should  again  lead  to 
"  hostilities  that  stiU  that  calamity  will  not 
*'  de-itroy  f/iat  satisfaction,  for  I  should 
"  know  I  had  done  my  duty,  and  that  I 
"  had  no  cause  to  reproach  myself  with 
"  subsequent  events." — Such  is  Mr.  Adding- 
ton's  explanation  and  defence  of  the  perfect 
heartfelt  satisfaction  which  he  feels  at  the 
peace  :  and  whatever  I  may  think  of  it  in 
otiicr  respects,  I  must  confess  it  tc  be  truly 
astonishing!  Happy,  happy  man  ! — If  a  new 
war  follow  upon  the  heels  of  his  peace,  if 
ruin  and  destruction  flow  from  it — it  is 
nothing  to  him,  he  has  done  his  duty — he 
is  not  responsible  for  future  events:  r>o 
calamity,  no  misery  can  ever  shake  his  firm 


several  periods  during  the  war,  and  for 
keeping  up  an  estabfishment  double  in 
amount  both  for  land  and  sea,  to  what 
was  maintained  after  the  disastrous  peace 
of  17S3. — Another  source  of  consola- 
tion and  satisfaction  to  him  is,  that  having 
made  the  peace  of  Amiens  we  can  never 
again  sifigly  contend  against  France,  and 
that  we  must  wait  to  assist  a  confederacy  of 
continental  powers  with  arms  and  subsi- 
dies.— Who,  then,  upon  hearing  this  line  of 
policy  adopted  by  the  minister  would  not 
conceive  that  in  his  arrangement  of  peace, 
he  had  not  only  secured  our  old  allies,  but 
made  an  augmentation  to  their  number? 
On  the  contrary,  he  has  the  heartfelt  satis« 
faction  to  reflect  that  of  those  powers  who 


set  happiness,  or  impair  for  a  moment  that  ]  are  able,  none  are  willing,  of  those  who  are 
perpetual  and  heartfelt  satisfaction  which  |  willing,noneareleftable,toconfederatewith 
he  must  ever  foel  from  having  directed  the  I  and  toa'^sist  us.  Yet  to  these  alone  are  we  to 


signature  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens ! — The 
above  passage  I  have  quoted  is  certainly  the 
climax  and  acme  of  Mr,  Addington's  elo- 
quence; no  other  orator  ever  ventured  a 
flight  in  any  degree  so  daring,  nor  can  he 
himself  boast  any  other  passage  equally 
transcendent. — Yet  I  cannot  help  adverting 
to  some  few  other  parts  of  his  oration, 
which,  though  not  extraordinary  for  him, 
would  highly  surprize  froai  any  other 
speaker.  Ivlr.  Addington  pleads  in  favour 
of  his  peace  "that  not  being  able  to  a- 
"  bridge  the  power  of  France  on  the  Con- 
"  tinent,  it  was  wise  to  economise  our 
"  means  and  husband  ourresources,  in  order 
"  that  if  again  we.  should  be  unhappily 
"  called  upon,  we  might  be  either  able  to 
"  co-operate  with  effect  with  thecontinental 
"  powers,  or  furnish  the  means  by  which 
"  they  might  be  called  into  vigorous  ac- 
"  tion." — Who  would  not  think  from  this 
passage  that  we  were  now  in  a  state  of 
profound  peace  and  complete  security .? 
That  we  and  our  enemy  were  entirely  dis- 
armed.?  That  Europe  was  in  a  state  of  in- 
dependence and  tranquillity,  and  that  we 
were  reducing  our  establishments  to  the 
situation  they  were  in  before  the  war,  and 
introducing  the  mo>t  vigorous  systems  of 
retrenchment  into  every  part  of  our  ser- 
vice. Yet  our  real  state  is  the  diametrical 
reverse.  And  whilst  Mr.  Addinfton  is 
irammg  this  curious  argument,  the  funds 
are  sinking  under  a  loan  of  o£'2  5,000,000 
made  to  secure  the  first  year  of  his  blessed 
peace.  The  people  are  called  upon  to  submit 
to  iresii  burthens  for  the  second  year,  and 
he  himself  takes  credit  for  not  having  dis- 
banded a  single  soldier  he  could  avoid  ;  for 
having  at  present  a  greater  force   than  at 


trust ;  for  he  says,  Great  Britain  cannot  ven- 
ture to  go  to  war  by  herself — To  give  the 
la'^t  stroke  and  entire  finishing  to  all  this 
display  of  political  and  diplomatic  talent, 
and  to  exalt  his  triumph  in  the  peace  to  the 
utmost,  he  boldly,  and  I  will  add  here  at 
least  iniiy,  asserts  that  the  peace  was  in  no 
degree  a  peace  of  necessity,  and  that  we 
are  now  able  to  continue  a  war  for  seven 
years  without  exhausting  our  resources.— 
Such  is  the  argument  of  the  prime  minister 
of  the  British  Empire,  the  great  mover  and 
director  of  all  our  affairs,  on  v*hose  fore- 
sight, abilities,  sagacity,  and  firnmess) 
the  nation  is  to  depend  at  this  awful  pe- 
riod.— He  states  that  we  were  not  under 
the  least  necessity  to  make  peace -.—That 
we  have  full  resources  for  a  continuance  of 
war  for  seven  years. — In  other  places  he 
states  our  numerous  and  unexampled  tri- 
umphs and  our  naval  superiority  in  every  part 
of  the  globe  : — Yet  in  this  proud  situation 
he  makes  a  degrading  peace  with  France  ; 
and,  because  he  could  not  abridge  her  con- 
tinental empire,  he  transfers  to  her  our 
marine  dominions  and  concedes  the  great- 
est naval  and  colonial  stations  on  the  globe 
—Martinique,  St.  Lucie,  St.  Domingo, 
Cochin,  the  Cape,  and  the  Mediterraneaio 
— Daring  the  negotiation,  he  suffers  the 
Italian  Republic  to  be  added  to  France,  and 
admits  her  obtaining  Elba,  Loui-iana,  and 
Parma  by  fraud;  and  after  the  peace  he  ac- 
quiesces in  the  annexation  of  Piedmont, 
the  revolution  of  Germany,  and  the  invasion 
of  Switzerland,  and  thus  sanctions  and  con- 
firms the  most  complicated  ar.d  insulting 
ma-;s  of  treachery,  fraud,  oppression,  insult, 
aggression,  and  encroachment,  that  ever  was 
displayed  upon  the  globe. — This  miserable 
C  4  . 
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state  to  wliich  he  lias  reduced  Europe  and 
ourselves  is  so  glaring,  that  with  all  his 
insensibility  he  is  forced  to  lament  it  most 
fleei>ly  ;  it  is  on  the  other  hand  so  dangerous, 
that  he  cannot  discharge  a  soldierj  that  he 
is  proud  to  double  all  our  establishments, 
to  call  for  additional  burthens  on  the  people, 
•while  he  has  rendered  us  so  weak,  that  we 
cannot  go  to  war  without  allies,  and  his 
peace  hasde?tro}ed  all  our  alliances. — Thus 
m  this  wretched  and  deserted  state,  when 
■we  have  no  friends  on  the  continent,  and 
cannot  fight  singly,  when  France  is  en- 
croaching daily,  and  we  dare  not  interfere 
in  her  career — w-hat  are  his  thoughts? — He 
looks  back  with  complacency  to  the  cause 
of  all— he  has  done  his  duty — he  cannot 
reproach  himself  with  subsequent  events — 
he  glories  in  being  a  hardened  delinquent 
—  and  shall  even  reflect  on  the  share  he 
had  in  restoring  peace  to  his  country  with 
the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction. — To  acharac- 
ter  capable  of  conceiving  and  advancing  such 
a  tissue  of  inconsistency,  absurdity,  and 
weakness,  are  the  fate  and  fortune  of  the 
empire  committed  in  the  most  tremendous 
crisis  the  world  ever  exprienced.  What 
in  the  name  of  God  are  we  to  expect  from 
a  man  who  cannot  utter  common  sense  with 
ordinary  reasoning  and  consistency  for  the 
space  of  ^  feiu  minutes?  and  who  crowds 
into  a  short  harangue  more  real  folly  and 
contradiction  than  ever  disgraced  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  school-boy.— I  will  acknowledge, 
however,  there  is  one  man  in  this  kingdom, 
a  new  friend  and  supporter  of  Mr.  Ad- 
dington's  administration,  who  could  have 
held  such  sentiments  without  the  same  in- 
consistency and  absurdity — I  speak  of  Mr. 
Fox. — He  rejoiced  like  Mr.  Addington,  that 
the  peace  of  Amiens  was  glorious  ;  but  that 
it  was  glorious,  not  to  England  but  to 
France.  Mr.  Fox  is  a  man  of  superior 
abilities  and  sagacity,  he  knew  the  nature 
of  the  peace,  he  clearly  saw  its  tendency  to 
depress  his  country  and  to  aggrandise  our 
enemy,  and  he  rejoicco  in  it.  Would  to 
God  Mr.  Addington  were,  for  a  moment, 
gifted  with  similar  abilities  to  those  of  Mr. 
Fox,  while  he  retained  his  love  for  his 
countrv :  he  would  then  see  the  true  ten- 
dency of  his  measures  as  clearly  as  Mr. 
Fox  ;  and,  seeking  the  glory  of  England,  not 
the  glory  of  France,  he  would  lament,  in 
sackclotli  and  ashes,  thetatal  moment,  when 
he  ordered  the  preliminaries  to  be  sign- 
ed ;  he  would  retire  from  a  situation  to 
which  he  is  confessedly  inadequate;  he 
would  be  cautious  in  adopting  the  mea- 
sures of  those  who  palliate  the  fraud,  the 


treachery,  the  aggressions  of  France,  re- 
joicing in  an  infamous  peace,  because  it 
gives  triumph  to  the  enemy;  and  he  would 
advise  his  sovereign  to  take  those  men  to 
his  counsels  who  are  as  distinguished  in 
true  zeal  for  their  country  as  they  are  be- 
yond all  comparison  the  httest  from  their 
experience  and  talents  to  conduct  her  affairs. 
— But  whilst  we  sufi'er  ourselves  to  be  di- 
rected by  such  abilities  as  those  of  Mr.  Ad- 
dington, and  by  such  principles  as  those  of 
Mr.  Fox;  while  guided  by  the  heart  of  the 
one  and  the  head  of  the  other,  the  man 
who  gloried  in  the  success  of  France,  the  man 
who  is  blind  to  the  degradation  of  England  3 
as  there  can  be  no  hope,  there  can  be  no 
consolation  :  ulterior  and  increasing  distress 
is  all  we  can  expect — a  perpetual  forebod- 
ing of  fresh  humiliation — a  fearful  looking 
on  of  coming  destruction.       Detector. 


NOTICES   OF    NEW  BOOKS. 

I.  T/is  Substa?ice  of  the  Speech  of  the  Rt, 
Hon.  Henry  Addbigto7i^  hi  the  Coinmittee  of 
Jf'ays  and  Means,  on  Friday,  Dec.  10,  i8o2. 
Hatchard. — We  think  it.  proper  to  apprize 
our  readers  that  the  pamphlet,  bearing  the 
above  title,  which  has  been  advertised  with 
so  much  ostentation,  is  nothing  more  than 
the  very  accurate  report  of  the  minister's 
budget-speech,  which  will  be  found  in  page 
778  of  our  second  volume.  For  what  pur- 
pose this  speech,  which  occupies  two /lages 
and  a  quarter  of  our  Register,  should  be 
swelled  into  a  tvvelvepenny  pamphlet  of 
thirty-eight  octavo  pages,  we  are  at  a  loss 
to  conjecture.  In  the  speech  of  a  mi- 
nister of  state,  ushered  into  the  world 
with  such  pomp  and  solemnity,  one  is  na- 
turally prepared  to  find  a  mass  of  political, 
commercial,  and  financial  information.— 
But  no! — Parturiunt  motites,  vascitur  ridiculus 
mus. 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 

Convention  csnciuded  befu'een  Piussia  and  the  Batavtan 
Republic,  in  November,  i8o2. 
Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  That 
his  Prussian  Majesty  being  firmly  resolved  to  ol)- 
ferve  and  scrupulously  to  fulfil  the  stipulations 
agreed  upon  iu  favour  of  the  Batavian  RepuMic  in 
the  Convention  signed  at  Paris  the  23d  May,  be- 
tween his  Prussian  Majesty  and  the  French  Re- 
pub,  respecting  the  cession  of  the  territorial  pro- 
perty hereafter  pointed  out;  and,  being  desirous 
to  proceed  to  the  preliminary  and  complete  exe- 
cution of  the  first  treaty  which  is  the  basis  of  it, 
the  tv/o  powers  have  agreed  previously  to  tegulate 
by  an  arrangement  the  mode  and  the  conditions 
of  that  cession  ;  and  in  that  view  they  have  au- 
thorized, viz.  his  Majesty  of  Prussia,  Mr,  C.  H.  C 
Count  Haugwitz,  his  Minister  of  State,  &c.  ^c.  ; 
and  the  Batavian  Repuh.  Citizen  C.G.  Hultman, 
her  Epvoy  Extraoidinary,  at  the  Court  of  Berlin, 
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who,  after  having  mutually  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  agreed  to  the  following  articles  :  —  Art.  I. 
Agreeably  to  Art.  11.  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,   al- 
ready dclerrtd  to,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia 
renounces  for  himself  and   heirs,  all  claims,  pre- 
tensions and  propriety  over  Swinaar,  Huissen,  and 
Malbuig,  locked  wjthin  the  Batavian  Rcpub.   and 
cedes,  abanJons,  and  gives  them  up  for  ever  in 
full  sovereignly  and  property  to  the  Batavian  Re- 
pub,  to  be  possessed  by  her,  and  united  with  her 
territory. — II.  Tlie  complete  surrender  of  the  ced- 
ed districts   shall   take  place,  if  possible,  within 
the   term  of  three  months,    after   the  dispositions 
relating  to   it,  anH  upon  the  ground  of  which  the 
undersigned  will  heieafter  negotiate,  shall  be  ad- 
justed to  the   mutual  satisfaction  of  the  two  con- 
tracting powers.     By  consequence  there  shall   be 
appointed  without  delay,  and  reciprocally  by  both 
parties,   commissioners,   who   will   repair   to   the 
spot,  in  order  to  take  these  objects  into  consider- 
ation, and   to  decide  upon  them  in  the  manner 
agreed  upon. — III.  The  two   contracting  powers 
■will,   like  good  neighbours,  and  agreeably  to  tlie 
principles  of  perfect  equity,  come  to  an  amicable 
understanding  respecting  every  thing  that  con- 
cerns their  respective  interests,  not  only  with  re- 
gard to  the   commercial  intercourse  l)ctween  their 
contiguous  dominions,   and  the  navigation  ot   the 
Rhine,   but  also  with  respect  to  the  construction 
and   repairs   of  the   hydraulic  works,   -which   are 
connected  with   the  common  safety  of  their  ad- 
joining territories. — IV.    The  Batavian  Republic 
takes  upon  it  to  discharge  the  debts  of  these  dis- 
tricts;    and   more   especially  of   those  debts    for 
ivhich   these  districts   are  especially  mortgaged  ; 
as  likewise  its  quota  of  those  debts  which  it  is  to 
sustain   as  a  part  of  the  collective  debts  uf  the 
Duchy  of  Cleves.     In  order,  however,  to  obviate 
all  the   difficulties  that  might  start  up  in   the  ap- 
plication of  the  ISC  Art.  it  is  expressly  understood 
that  there  shall  not  be  charged  upon  tlie  Batavian 
Repub.  but  those  debts  only  which  arise  out  of 
those  formal  loans  which  have  been  contracted  by 
the   dominions   of  the  Duchy  of  Cleves,   or  the 
corporations  and  communal   bodies  of  the  ceded 
districts  ;  and  finally   those  debts   occasioned   by 
the  expenses  which   have  been   incurred  for  their 
respective    administration.      The    liquidation    ot 
those  debts  sliall  be  settled  by  the  commissaries  of 
Loth  parties,  conformably  to  the  legal  and  juridi- 
cal proofs  which  shall  be  given  in  and  submitted 
to  (he  commissioners  of  the  Batavian  Republic. — 
V.  All  the  deeds,  titles,  and  acts,  relative  to  the 
public  and  private  property  of  the  ceded  districts, 
shall  be  faithfully  given  up  to  the  commissaries  of 
the  Batavian  Repub.  and  in  the  supposition   that 
there  might  arise  a  collision  of  interests   with  the 
Prussian  Provinces,  to  which  these  districts  for- 
merly belonged,  there  shall  be  drawn  up  at  com- 
mon expenses  authentic  copies,  which  shall  like- 
wise be  deposited  in   the  hands  of  the  Batavian 
commissaries. — VI.  The  present  Convention  shall 
be  ratified  by  the  two  parties;  and  the  exchange 
of   the    ratifications  shall  take    place  within  the 
term  of  four  months,  counting  from  this  date,  or 
sooner,  if  possible. — In  faith  of    which  we,    the 
Plenipotentiaries    of    his    Majesty    the    King    of 
Prussia,  and  of  the  Batavian  Repwb.  h.ivc,  in  vir- 
tue of  our  full  powers,  signed  the  present  Con- 
vention, and   affixed  to  it  our  respective  seals.— 
Done  at    Berlin  the  14th  Nov.  in  the  year  of  out 
Lord,  lioi.— Count  de  Haugiuitx, — Hultman. 


Decree  of  the  hnperial  Commission,  presented  at  the  Die- 
tatura  of  the  Diet  at  Ratishon,  dated  Dec.  I4, 1 802.,  ~ 
'i'hc    Piiucipal    linperial    Commissary    is   com- 
manded to  declare,  that  the  limptror  has  no  dif- 
ficulty in   agreeing   that  the  definitive  conclusum 
of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire,   though  not  yet 
ratified,   should  be  in  the  mean  time  communicat- 
ed to  the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  and  submitted  to  its 
discussion,  in  order  that  those  difScullies,   which 
still  wiih-hold  from  it  the  imperial  sanction,  and 
which  the  treaty  of  peace  and  the  constitution  of 
the  Empire  will  not  suffer  us  to  overlook,   may  at 
last  be  removed,  and  that  the  final  and  legal  ter- 
mination of  the  affair  of  the  indemnities,  may  be, 
in  regard  to  all  parties  concerned  in  it,  accelerat- 
ed as  much  as   possible.     His  Imperial  Majesty  is 
so  much  the  more  firm  in  his  adJierence  to   these 
measures,  because  the  mediating  powers  have,  to 
the  propositions  of  indemnities,  injoincd  others, 
which  affect  the  fundamental   constitution  of  the 
Empire,  and  are  not  such  as  the  Deputation  has 
powers   to  decide   upon. — -'rhese  objects   his   Im- 
perial Majesty  thinks  it  his  duty  to  recommend  to 
all  the  States  of  the  Empire,  being  pursuaded  that 
they  will   be  anxiously  vigilant    to  preserve   the 
constitutional  proportions  between  the  authority 
of  the  two  religions  of  the  Empire,  as  these  have 
been  fixed   by  different  treaties  of  peace,  and   by 
the  decisions  of  the  Diet,   with  all  the  relations, 
proportions,    and   balances  of  the  constitutional 
parts  of  the  Empire,  as  one  great  political  body, 
in  order  to  give  perpetuity  to  a  constitution,  the 
effects   and    the    beneficent   protection    of   which 
have  so  manv  ages,  and  amidst  such  variations  of 
ciicumstances,  given   splendour,  prosperity,   and 
independence  to  the  whole  Germanic  Body. 


FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Leghorn,  Dec.  15. — The  Batavian  fleet  under  Ad. 
De  Winter,  which  has  been  cruizing  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  arrived  here  on  the  9th  fioin  Cagiiari  ia 
Sardinia.  Ic  will  pass  the  winter  liere.  It  con- 
sists of  three  ships  ot  the  line,  of  70  guns,  and  a 
galliot. 

Bruiseh,  Dec.  ^?.. — Yesterday  Gen.  Berthicr  ar- 
rived here  from  Pari;;,  and  the  next  day  continued 
his  journey  into  Holland. 

ih'gue,  Dec.  28.  —  Government  has  presented  to 
the  legislative  body  the  plan  of  a  voluntary  loan 
for  24,000,00c  florins,  for  the  expenses  of  1803. 
The  proposal  caused  a  considerable  depression  ia 
our  funds.  Dec.  30 — The  last  accounts  from  the 
Teiel  state,  that  the  corvette  the  Ulieg  had  sailed 
with  the  transpoits,  having  on  board  troops,  tic. 
destined  for  Batavia  and  the  Moluccas.  Several 
vessels  have  also  sailed  with  troops  for  Surinam, 
Demeraiy,  and  the  other  West-India  colonies. — 
The  discontent  of  the  merchants  of  Amsterdam, 
in  consequence  of  the  plaii  of  finance  propo.'ed 
by  the  legislative  body,  manifests  itself  in  the 
addresses  which  they  are  daily  presenting  against 
it. 

Berne,  Dec.  29. — Letters  from  Paris,  of  the  24th 
Dec.  announce  that  a  new  sitting  of  the  Helvetic 
Congress  was  held  on  the  aad,  at  which  the  com:! 
missioners  of  the  conservative  senate  presented  a 
plan  of  a  constitution,  conformable  in  its  principles 
to  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  the  First  Consul  to 
the  deputies  of  the  18  cantons.  The  plan  was 
discussed  in  the  same  sitting,  and  unanimously 
adopted. — The  deputies  of  the  difFeient  cantons 
were  already  assembled,  in  order  (o  deliberate  ou 
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a  project  of  canfonal  organization;  hut  in  eacfi 
deputation  the  opinions  were  socontradictory,  that 
it  liad  not  been  possible  to  unite  respecting  the 
basis  of  the  future  constitution  of  the  principal 
cantons  of  Zurich,  Berne,  &c. 

Basle,  Dec.  27. — \Vc  expect  the  limits  between 
the  French  Republic  and  Svvitzeriand  to  be  soon 
fixed.  France  lequires  the  cession  of  a  fmall  p-jrt 
of  the  canton  of  Solcurc,  whicli  is  called  Lcimen- 
thal,  and  comprehends  t!ie  five vilhsges  of  Bettwyle, 
Wiiterswyle,  Hosiflciten,  Rodcrsforfl"  and  Me- 
zerk.  For  this  cession  the  canton  of  Soleure  will 
be  indemnified.  None  .of  these  villages  hut  is 
somewhat  considerable.  1'liey  were  assessed  with 
the  war  tax;  bur,  on  he  knowledge  that  there  was 
a  design  of  ceding  (hem  to  France,  they  have  re- 
quested Ney  to  procure  them  to  be  relieved  from 
the  assessment.  Ncy  has  accordingly  lecommend- 
cd  their  request  to  the  Helvetic  government.  He 
used  in  liis  recommendation  the  words — "  As 
these  communities  will  probably  became  a  part  of 
the  F'crtch  Repablic,  as  soon  as  the  limits  of  tenitory 
l^etwecn  France  and  Switzerland  shall  have  been 
definitively  fixed." — Dec.  a8. — It  is  now  looked 
upon  as  certain,  that  Ney  has  taken  some  ofHcial 
steps,  in  order  to  prevail  ur)on  tlie  regency  ofCon- 
stance,  and  the  other  Austrian  authorities  esta- 
blished on  the  frontiers  of  Swit.-'.eiland,  to  diive 
out  of  that  patt  of  the  country  the  Swiss  erai- 
grants  who  still  continue  to  recruit  men,  that  they 
maybe  ready  to  return  vi-ith  arms  in  their  hands 
en  the  first  favourable  opportunity. — The  intel- 
licence  from  the  cantons  of  Lut-ano  and  Bellin- 
zona  IS  not  satistactory  :  every  thing  stives  as  a 
pietext  for  agitation. — 'Fhree  battalions  of  French 
troops  are  expected  at  Berne  to  augment  the  gar- 
rison of  that  place. — Gen.  Serras,  Commandart  at 
Lucerne,  has  intimated  to  the  constituted  autho- 
rities of  that  place,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  le- 
construct  gun  boats  to  be  stationed  on  the  lake, 
each  mounting  four  guns. 

Pit'^h,  Jan.  "5. —  The  senate  adopted  on  the  4th 
inst.  a  scnatia:  comtiltum  presented  to  it  on  the  30th 
ult.  in  the  name  of  the  govt.  The  following  are 
the  principal  dis[)ositions  of  it: — There  shall  be 
for  every  tril)un.Tl  of  appeal,  a  senatoiship,  en- 
iiowcd  with  a  house  and  an  annual  revenue  of 
ic;,ooo  francs.  The  senatorships  shall  be  pos- 
sessed for  life,  and  the  senators  wlio  shall  obtain 
them,  shr.U  reside  with  the  tribunal  three  months 
in  the  year  at  least.  They  ate  to  be  conferred  by 
the  First  Consul  upon  a  triple  presentation  of  the 
senate. — There  shall  be  applied  to  the  senate,  for 
its  salary,  four  millions  to  be  tak'cn  fro.-n  tiie  pro- 
duce of  the  forests,  ami  an  additional  niiilion  of 
national  property  in  the  united  departments  of  the 
Rhine  and  of  Piedmont. — The  senate  shall  have  a 
chancellor  and  a  treasurer  charged  with  the  admi- 
nistration ot  its  property,  and  of  all  the  details  ot 
its  polite.  A  guard  of  honour  shall  be  especially 
attached  to  it. 

;■  ;,,  DOMESTIC. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Hound  sloop  of  v/ar  arrived  at 
the  Mothcrbank,  in  sixteen  days  from  Gibr.ihar. 
It  biings  an  account  ot  a  mutiny  b.aving  broken 
out  on  the  6(h  of  Oct.  on  board  his  ftiajesty's 
ship  Gibraltar,  of  84  guns,  on  her  passage  from 
tiiat  port  ro  Malta,  in  company  with  the  Superb, 
Dragon,  and  Triumph.  The  mutineers  look  pos- 
session of  the  sliijj,  and  run  her  under  the  steins 
of  the  oiheis,  checiii  g  thtm  in  the  iiope  that  the 
tiews  would  join  then,     Disappointed  iu  this  Ci- 


pectation,  the  mutineers  beeainc  panic  strtrck, 
and  were  easily  subdued  by  their  officers.  The 
ling-leaders  were  secured,  and  three  of  them  had 
been  hanged  before  the  Hound  sailed  from  Gi- 
braltar. The  following  mem.  founded  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  Court-Martial,  has  been  published 
by  Admiral  Bickcrton. 

Kent,  O'istogni  Bay,  ith  AW.  ISCJ. 

Memo. — "Whereas  it  appears  in  the  minutes 
of  the  late  court-martial  on  the  mutineers  of  the 
Gibi altar,  thai  the  detachment  of  marines,  serving 
on  board  that  ship,  bore  no  part  in  the  disgraceful 
proceeding  of  the  6th  of  Oct.  last,  but  much  to 
the  credit  of  their  officers,  and  themselves,  main- 
tained the  character  of  the  loyal  and  lespectable 
corps  to  which  they  belong,  by  a  steady  adherence 
to  their  duty  ;  the  Rear-Admiral  takes  this  public 
method  of  expressing  his  approbation  of  their 
good  and  soldierlike  conduct,  and  requests  Capt. 
Johnston  to  accept  his  thanks.  R.  Blchrton" 

"  To  the  respective  captains,  &c." 

From  the  London  Gazette,  St.  James's,  Jan.  5,  iSoj. 
— His  Excellency  Count  Woronzow,  Ambassador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  from  His  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias  to  this  court, 
having  been  absent  for  six  months,  by  leave  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  and  being  now  returned,  had 
this  day  a  private  audience  of  his  Majesty. — 
Ulutehall,  Jan.  3,  1803. — The  King  has  been  pleas- 
ed 10  appoint  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sylvester,  Lord  Glen- 
bervie,  to  the  office  of  surveyor-general  of  Flis  Ma- 
jesty's woods,  oaks,  forests,  and  chaces. 

Bankrupts. — Turner,  S.  Laytonstone,  farmer.— 
Tavies,  R.  LirnbSi.  cheesemonger.— Whitehouse, 
Sarah,  Tarn  worth,  mercer. — Fellows,  E.  Camber- 
well,  haberdasher. — Kemp,  J.  Mark-lane,  wine- 
merchant.  —  Neale,  J.  Brick-lane,  salesman.  — 
Wright,  T.  Horsley,  clothier. — Lewis,  W.  Swan- 
sea, butcher. —  Savage,  H.  and  I.  Broadwall,  comb- 
makers. — Pilkington,  W.  Exeter,  hop  and  seed- 
merchant.^ — Peckwarth,  T.  Rottesford,  butcher. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
A  great  portion  of  onr  space,  under  this 
head,  was  last  week  occupied  by  observa- 
tions on  the  false,  insolent,  and  hostile  lan- 
guage of  the  French  official  paper  ;  and, 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  commence  our  pre- 
sent remarks  on  the  continuation  which  we 
find  of  that  language,  in  the  same  infamous 
vehicle.  The  article  to  which  we  last  call- 
ed the  attention  of  the  Public,  and  which 
will  be  found  at  length  in  p.  6  of  the  present 
volume,  was  dated  on  the  1st  of  January: 
it  was  a  new-year's  gift  for  the  Richmond- 
Park  Ministry  ;  some  of  whom  have,  it  is 
thought,  no  very  great  objection  to  civili- 
ties of  that  sort.  What  we  are  now  about 
to  hold  up  to  the  indignation  of  our  readers 
appeared  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  2d  of  Ja- 
nuary. It  is  intended  to  keep  up  the  sus- 
picion _  already  excited  against  England  in 
many  parts  of  the  continent,  to  bar,  as  soon 
as  possible,  every  port  and  avenue  against 
our  commercial  and  diplomatic  agents,  and 
to  hint  ffairc  se?itir)  to  the  different  pov/ers, 
that  to  receive,  to  entertain,  to  harbour,  or 
to  shelter  such  agents,  is  the  ready  way  to 
incur  the  dreadful  displeasure,  and  the  con- 
sequent vengeance,  of  the  mighty,  the  vin- 
dictive, the  rapacious,  and  bloody  repub- 
lic. The  passage  alluded  to  runs  thus  :  — 
"  There  are  commercial  houses  at  Franck- 
*'  fort,  Nuremburg,  and  Hamburgh,  which 
*'  have  long  been  the  channels  through 
"  which  all  the  crimes  that  were  excited 
"  upon  the  continent  were  paid  for.  If  it 
"  were  true  that  tlisf action  bosiile  to  the  repose 
"  of  Europe  would  continue  to  sacrifice  the  trea- 
"  siires  of  tbathrave  people,  illustrious  in  so  many 
"  respects,  and  to  second  the  views  of  Du- 
"  thiel,  Dandre,  the  Bishop  of  Arras,  Gren- 
"  ville,  &c.  we  advise  them  to  make  use 
*'  of  more  circumspection,  and  the  magis- 
"  trates  of  those  cities  to  be  careful ;  for  all 
"  countries,  and  commercial  towns  chiefly, 
**  ivbichgave  refuge  to  the  agents  of  that  faction, 
"  because  their  magazines  are  beyond 
"  the  seas,  and  which  introduce  into  this 
*'  contest  money  and  not  blood,  ought  to 
*'  feel  by  experience  that  war  carries  ivitb  it 
"  disasters,  of  which  their  weakness  may 
**  render  them  7iiore  the  'victims  tban  others. 
"  Cities,  whose  existence  is  connected  with 
"  commerce,  are  therefore  more  interested 
"  than  any  one  that  the  peace,  so  happily 
"  established,  should  be  of  long  duration. 
"  — Several  journals  have  published  from 
*'  the  Moniteur,  that  M.  Fingerlin  had 
"  been  the  banker  of  the  miserable  Dandre, 
"  and  the  atrocious  Wickham." — The  words 
in  French  are,  I'atroce  JFickham.    Had  we 


time,  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  dwell 
at  any  considerable  length  on  this  at  once 
artful  and  insolent  passage.  Its  chief  ob- 
ject is,  so  to  terrify  the  commercial  cities 
and  towns  upon  the  continent,  that  no  per- 
son suspected  even  of  being  an  English 
agent,  shall  find  rest  for  the  sole  of  his  foot. 
The  flattery  to  {he  people  of  this  country  is 
also  gross  enough  ;  but  v/e  are  not  amongst 
those  who  feel,  or  who  affect  to  feel  so  very 
confident,  that  this  flattery  is  "  thrown 
"  away  upon  our  enlightened  countrymen." 
We  are,  on  the  contrary,  very  mucii  afraid 
that  it  is  sown  in  a  genial  soil.  After  the 
rejoicings  at  the  peace  of  Amiens,  after  the 
anxiety  for  peace,  which  we  daily  and  hourly 
observe,  in  almost  all  ranks  of  this  humbled 
and  degraded  people,  we  cannot  so  far  de- 
ceive ourselves,  we  cannot  attempt  so  shame- 
fully to  impose  upon  the  world,  as  to  affect 
to  believe  that  the  good  opinion,  the  friend- 
ship, and  favour  of  Buonaparte,  is  not,  in 
this  kingdom,  sought  after  with  the  greatest 
possible  eagerness.  Nay,  truth  and  sincerity 
bid  us  go  further,  and  declare,  that  we  dread 
the  effect  of  these  attempts  to  divide  the 
people  from  their  government ;  for,  if  they 
continue  in  the  degraded  state  of  mind  pro- 
duced by  the  peace,  and  by  the  arguments 
and  maxims  on  which  that  destructive  mea- 
sure was  defended,  why  should  they  "■  ex- 
"  haust  their  veins  and  their  treasure," 
merely  for  the  sake  of  living  under  one  go- 
vernment in  preference  to  another  }  If,  to 
obtain  peace,  it  was  right  to  abandon  the  in- 
terest and  honour  of  their  country;  if  they 
have  been  taught  to  sacrifice  to  this  object 
all  that  themselves  or  their  forefathers  held 
dear,  where  shall  we  look  for  a  reason 
whereon  to  justify  the  resumption  of  their 
arms? — The  great  point,  however,  in  the 
present  extract  from  the  Moniteur,  is,  that 
its  attack  is  clearly  directed  against  the 
present  ministers.  The  name  of  Grerwille 
is  indeed  mentioned;  but,  as  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  conceive,  that  treasure,  and 
particularly  "  the  treasure  of  that  brave 
"  people,"  (the  English)  could  be  sent  to  the 
continent  by  any  persons  except  the  minis- 
try; it  follows  of  course,  that,  according  to 
the  French  othcial  journal,  the  ministry  are 
now  become  "  the  faction  hostile  to  the 
"  repose  of  Europe;"  a  conclusion  which 
becomes  undeniable,  when  we  consider  that 
Mr.  Wickham,  wlio  is  here  surnamed  the 
"  atrocious,"  has  been  made  a  Privy  Coun- 
sellor by  this  very  ministry,  and  is  at  this 
moment  a  Secretary  of  State.  "  Latroce 
"  Wickham  !"  The  atrocious  Right  Honour- 
able William  Wickham  !  This  is  not,  per- 
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hap?,  quite  so  infamous  as  asserting,  that  in  that  nssembly,  nnd  his  distincfly  proposed 
His  Majesty  stood  read)' to  bestow  the  order  a  project  for  the  expulsion  of  such  mem- 
of  tne  Garter  upon  a  successful  assassin;  i  beis  as  v>ill  not  hold  their  lonp^nes  on  certain 
but,  it  is  too  infamous  to  pass  unnoticed  by  subjects,  oti'ensive  to  France  and  her  allies  ? 
government,  especially  when    the   prosecu-    Whatwill  this  patriotic  and  spirited  assembly 


tion  of  M.  Peltier  is  considered.  Debolfe 
the  vender  of  Peltier's  Journal,  was  at  lirsl; 
joined  in  the  prosecution,  for  retailing  a 
joke  upon  Buonaparte  and  his  wife;  but, 
from  the  very  same  shop,  he  boldly  utters 
the  Moniteur,  with  all  its  libels  on  our 
country,  our  parliament,  and  our  King. 
The  conduct  of  DebofFe,  who,  we  are  in- 
formed, is  an  excessively  timid  mortal,  is  a 
complete  epitome  of  that  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Spain,  Batavia,  England,  &c.  &c. 
He  rtjects  with  horror,  we  are  told,  any 
work  that  contains  the  most  distant  insinua- 
tion against  Buonaparte  ;  but  he  never 
takes  the  pains  even  to  look  at  the  libels 
which  he  circulates  from  the  Pans  press. 
Debotfe  is  right :  he  knows  that  when  Buo- 
naparte tolerates,  the  bookseller  is  safe:! 
he  well  knows,  that  were  he  ten  tiiousand  j 
times  as  timid  and  feeble  as  he  is,  no  one 
would  dare  to  touch  him  for  publishing  the 
French  official  gazette.  We  have  men- 
tioned the  conduct  of  this  obscure  person, 
as  an  instance  of  the  all-searching  and  all- 
pervading  power  of  Buonaparte.  Poor 
Debotfe,  tiiough  the  light  of  the  sun  scarcely 
ever  reaches  his  abode,  has  felt  the  influence 
of  the  Consul  :  he  has  heard  of  Lundberg 
the  Swede,  of  Napper  Tandy,  of  Captain 
D'Auvergne,  and  of  M.  Peltier:  he  per- 
ceives, he  knows  ;  without  any  calculation 
or  reasoning  upon  the  matter,  he  feels,  that 
as  the  publisher  of  Buonaparte's  official 
gazette,  no  one  dares  to  touch  a  hair  of  his 
head  ;  and,  were  the  infamous  Moniteur  to 
style  our  Sovereign  an  assassin,  instead  of 
a  rewarder  of  assassins,  as  it  already  has 
done,  it  would  be  sold  with  as  little  dread 
as  if  it  were  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 
The  House  of  Commons  before  the  last 
discovered  that  a  writer  had,  by  a  rhetori- 
cal tigure,  compared  it  to  a  branch,  which 
might  be  cut  oft,  without  killing  the  trunk. 
The  context  rendered  this  figure  perfectly 
inoti^'ensive ;  a  court  of  justice  afterwards, 
by  a  solemn  decision,  declared  it  to  be  so  ; 
yet  did  this  slip  of  the  pen  keep  the  legis- 
lature in  a  fiame  for  several  days  :  it  was  pro- 
posed to  burn  the  book  by  the  hands  of  the 
common  hangman,  and  to  drag  the  author,, 
on  his  knees,  to  the  bar  of  the  House!  What 
then,  shall  be  done  to  the  vender  of  the 
Moniteur,  which  has  dictated  laws  to  the 
present  House  of  Commons,  has  directly 
attempted  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  speech 


do  to  the  promulgators  of  "  so  outrageous, 
"  so  sacrilegious  an  attack  on  the  constitu- 
"  tion?"*.  What  are  become  of  all  the 
high  notions  of  Messrs.  Sheridan,  Wilber- 
force,  Grey,  and  Fox?  Will  they,  can 
they  .silently  suffer  a  hundred  thousand  co- 
pies of  this  infamous  libel  on  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  circulated  ? Com- 
plain no  longer,  Reeves  j  your  cause  is 
amply  avenged ! 

On  the  continent  there  are  other  great 
projects  in  contemplation. —  Buonaparte's 
frojit  da  JGur  is,  we  understand,  to  unite 
to  France  all  that  part  of  the  Batavian 
Republic  which  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine.  This  is  the  true  reason  why  the 
French  head  quarters  have  been  fixed  at 
Breda.  While  this  bargain  is  going  on 
between  the  Consul  and  the  Batavians,  it 
is  supposed  he  will  traffic  for  the  rest,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  with  the  King 
of  Prussia,  whom,  in  obedience  to  the  livre 
des  desiins,  we  are,  it  seems,  to  believe  to 
be  {\\&  grandso7i  of  the  great  Frederick,  not- 
withstanding (hat  monarch  had  tw  child  j\ 
For  the  execution  of  the  projects,  Buona- 
parte waits,  we  believe,  only  for  the  adhe- 
sion of  Russia  ;  and  fearing  that  the  friends 
of  that  power  may,  sooner  or  later,  succeed 
in  dissolving  the  spell  by  which  it  is  at  pre- 
sent blinded  and  misled,  he  is  hastening, 
whilst  his  influence  remains  unimpaired  in 
that  quarter,  to  the  execution  of  those 
projects,  which  he  would  otherwise  have,  for 


■■  It  must  be  obterved,  tliat,  wlii!e  a//  the  iing- 
lifh  papers  re-publi^h  the  libellous  articles  in  the 
Moniteur,  only  piirt  ci  them  speak  of  those  arti- 
cles as  false,  scandalous,  and  libellous.  The  True 
Briton,  for  instance,  has  re-published,  and,  of 
course,  circulated,  several  of  them,  unaccompanied 
by  a  single  word  by  way  of  exposure,  or  in  disap- 
probation. "  L'airoce  fJ'ickJiam"  was  circulated 
witliout  any  cortiment.  This  is  really  beyond 
what  one  could  have  conceived  possible.  It  might 
be  natural  for  the  demi-official  gazette  of  "  the 
modest  and  candid  ministry"  to  quote  from  the  Mo- 
niteur a  libel  on  Lord  GrenvilJeand  Mr.  Windham, 
and  to  observe  thereon  that  '<  it  was  Juit  enough  ;" 
but,  that  it  should  circulate  libels  on  the  ministers 
themselves  was  a  degree  of  baseness  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. The  fact  i.',  it  must  have  the  libel  as 
being  an  article  of  news,  and  it  dares  not  treat  it 
as  a  libel  for  fear  of  offending  Buonaparte  ! 

t  On  this  subject  the  Courier  tie  Londres  has  the 
following  remark  : — "  Le  Roi  de  Prusst,  pettt-fU  di 
"  Frederic  11 !  Vo'ilU  tin  grand  trait  dlgnoiance  de  la. 
"  fait  du  precepteur-general  des  natirns.  Mais  il  est 
"  pcrmis  a  un petit  bourgtois  d' AjaCia  de  ne pas  cfnno'itre 
"  po^f'iittTnent  ht  Mamns  Royales,  di  I' Europe, '\ 


57] 


JANUARY  8  TO  JANUARY  15,  1803. 


[53 


a  little  while,  postponed.     What  the  Dutch 
are  to  have  in  exchange  for  their    territory 
Buonaparte    is   about  to  receive  from  them, 
we  ki-iow  not ;  but  we  should  not  be  surprised 
if  Prussia  were  to  receive  another  slit;eof  our 
Sovereign's  hereditary  dominions.       When 
the  Dutch   first  settled   in   North  Anaerica, 
and  began    their  traffic  with  the  Indians, 
they  persuaded    those    ignorant    creatures, 
that,    for  want  of    weights  to  weigh  their 
furs  with,    a  Dutchman's    hand    and    foot 
might  be  used  instead,  the  former  weighing 
ten  pounds  and    the    latter  twenty.     What 
sort  of  bargains  the  poor  Indians  drove  with 
them   it   is   easy  to  imagine  :   and,   Buona- 
parte really  seems  to  be  destined  to  punish, 
by  a    proceeding    somewhat    similar,     the 
shameful  and  ciuel  imposition.— The  Mo- 
niteur  is  continually  inculcating  the  neces- 
sity   of  lueakenmg  still  more  the  House  of 
i^ustria,  in   order  to  provide  more  abundant 
security  for  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  ;  that 
is  to  say,  the  necessity  of  destroying  Austria  ; 
and,  our  readers  may  be  assured,   that  its 
desir-usUon  is  resolved  on.       It  is  already 
talkei  of,  on  the  Continent,  that    the  final 
plan  is,  to  confine  the  Emperor  to  his  Ducal 
dominions,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  by 
some,   that  this  is  a  part  of  the  grand  pro- 
ject   of    dividing  Turkey  between    France 
and  Russia,  and   of  indnnnifying  Prussia  at 
the  expense    of  Austria.     To  this  project, 
which  is   by  no  means  so  romantic  as  some 
may  imagine,  the  presidentship  of  Italy,  the 
union  of  Piedmont,  the  subjugation  of  Swit- 
zerland,  the  partition  of  Germany,  and  the 
present  measures  with   regard   to  Holland, 
are  all  looked  upon    as   preparatory  steps. — 
And  is   the   illustrious  House  of  Austria  to 
fall  !   History  may  say,  that  the  "  perfidious 
"  minister"  (as  the  infamous  Moniteur  styles 
Baron  Thugut)  was  most    lamely  seconded, 
not  to  say  most  shamefully  deserted,   in   his 
endeavours  to  resist  the  arms  and  influence 
of  France;  but,  the  same  history,   if  it  be 
not  as  partial  and  as  false  as   the  jVIoniteur, 
will  say,  that  the  wise,   the  prudent,  the  safe. 
Count  Cobenzel   and   his  colleagues,  whom 
Buonaparte,  at  times,  honours,  as  he  does 
our   ministers,  with   his  approbation,   have, 
by  their  conciViating  system,  that  is  to  say,  by 
crouching  at  the  feet  of  the  Consul,  acce- 
lerated the  ruin  of  their  Sovereign  and  their 
country. 

Again  people  ask,  whether  England  is  to 
have  peciee  or  war  P  To  which  we  answer, 
feacc;  if  this  stale  of  things  can  be  called 
peace;  if,  with  an  army  of  130  000,  and 
a  fleet  of  50,000  men,  and  with  Omnium 
fluciuatiRg   bctwpeo   fgur;  ai\d  ,e,k;ven  per 


cent,  below  parj  if  this  can  be  called 
peace,  peace  we  shall  have,  until  Buona- 
parte has  obtained  (for  obtain  it  he  will) 
the  complete  fulfilment,  on  our  part,  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  and  until  he  is  ready  to 
invade  India,  Jamaica,  or  Ireland;  till  then 
we  shall  enjoy  our  present  sort  of  repose,  but 
not  one  moment  longer. 

We,  some  time  ago,  (Vol.  II.  p.  JOA) 
noticed  the  arrival  of  a  troop  of  French 
covunercia]  agents,  whom  our  government  had 
refused  to  receive  as  such,  but  who  had 
been  sent  over  by  Buonaparte,  in  spite  of 
that  refusal.  These  persons  were  then  just 
arrived  in  London,  whence  they  have  since 
been  distributed  amongst  our  difierent  sea- 
ports;  and,  we  are  well  assured,  that  the 
commercial  agent  at  Hull  is  a  colonel  of  en- 
gineers !  That  others  of  his  commercial  com- 
rades are  of  the  same,  or  of  a  similar  de- 
scription, no  one  can  deubt.  But,  this  is 
nothing  with  the  "  prudcjit  ministers  who 
"  govern  Great  Britain  !"  This  is  nothing 
with  your  "  safe  politicians,''  who,  with  that 
puritanical  sangfroid,  that  modest  assurance, 
for  which  they  are  so  renowned,  will  tell 
you,  that  there  is  no  danger  from  these 
men,  because  they  are,  like  all  other  fo- 
reigners, liable  to  the  operation  of  the  alien  law  ; 
•when  they  M^ell  know,  that,  be  the  conduct 
of  these  persons  what  it  may,  they  no 
more  dare  to  send  them  out  of  the  country 
than  they  dare  to  demand  satisfaction  for 
the  ill-treatment  of  Capt.  d'Auvergne,  or 
for  the  infamous  libels  against  our  King, 
contained  in  the  French  official  gazette. 
"  We,  too,  have  an  alien  law,"  said  Lord 
Castlereagh.  Yes,  my  Lord,  and  so  we 
had  when  Liindberg  landed  in  the  country 
and  proceeded  to  London,  not  only  in 
despite,  but  in  contempt  of  that  law.  Y^es, 
my  Lord,  the  alien  law  may  operate  in 
fiver  of  France,  but  it  never  will  operate 
against  her,  while  its  execution  depends 
upon  you  and  your  colleagues. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure,  that  w^e  per- 
ceive, as  well  from  a  notice  given  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  previous  to  the  recess, 
as  from  other  indications  of  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  capable  to  do  it,  that  the 
veil  of  popularity  is  likely  soon  to  be  torn 
from  the  scenes  which  are  passing  at  the 
Admiralty,  We  are  only  fearful,  th.it  this 
salutary  work  may  be  performed  when  it 
is  too  late.  Our  navy,  which  many  regard 
as  the  last  remaining  prop  of  our  security, 
so  far  from  being  in  the  state  described  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  so  far  is  the 
Admiralty,  from  being  able,  upon  a  sudden 
emergency,  to.ser.d  to  sea/tJr/)' additional  ships 
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of  the  line,  in  the  space  of  (Zotow/;^,  so  far  from  I  pointment  and  discontent,  compelled  to  re- 
being  capable  of  verifying  this  Munchau-  !  main  abroad,  without  even  the  prospect  of 
sen-like  statement,  we  believe  that,  were  it  1  relief.  Without  due  respect  being  paid  to 
to  defend  the  country  even  against  an  inva-  I  officers  of  ewrj;  rank;  without  a  most  tend- 
sion,  they  would  not,   in   the   above  men-    er  regard  to  their  honourable  feelings,  it  is  in 


tioned  space  of  lime,  be  able  to  send  to  sea 
jive  additional  ships  of  the  line.  The  fact  is, 
that  the  whole  of  this  mighty  machine  is  at 
a-stand,  and  is  falling,  as  fast  as  possible,  into 
irretrievable   ruin.     The  wild  and   furious 


vain  to  expect  subordination  a-nongst  their 
inferiors.  When  we  look  back  at  Eord  St. 
Vincent  as  the  commander  of  a  fleet,  we 
cannot  but  be  astonished  at  the  too  evident 
change   in    his    way   of  thinking.      Those 


measures  of  the  Admiralty,  in  their  domici-  ;  powers,  which  he  enjoyed,  tliose  very  pov.-ers 
liary  visits  to  the  dock-yards,  have  driven  j  winch  he  deemed  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
away  all  the  shipwrights,  caulkers,  and  j  existence  of  discipline,  are  now  cut  oltJrom 
other  artificers,  skilled  in  their  business  3  the  officers  of  the  navy,  whose  situations  are 
and,  so  far  from  any  saving  arising  from  '  rendered  intolerable  by  the  manifold  neg- 
these  measures,  so  far  from  a  saving  of  three  \  lects  and  insults  they  experience  from  men, 
millions,  as  the  demi-official  paper  has  as-  ;  one  of  whom,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  the 
serted,  expenses  have  been  incurred  beyond  j  First  Lord  himself  has  heretofore  publicly 
all  former  example.*  In  contemplating  '  declared  (with  what  justice  he  best  knows) 
tlie  military  department  of  the  navy,  no  less  '  not  hi:  to  be  trusted  with  the  command  of  a 
serious  apprehensions  arise.  That  sort  of '  single  ship  !  The  persons  alluded  to  are,  in 
conduct  which  Lord  St.  Vincent  practised  I  whatever  light  we  view  them,  totally  unfit 
towards  Sir  John  Orde,  and  which  he  has,  |  <or  the  office  they  are  in.  Their  elevation 
unfortunately,  now  an  opportunity  of  ex-  I  has  tended  to  the  decline,  and,  we  greatly 
tending  to  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  fear,  that,  in  co-operfition  with  other  mea- 
navy,  has  so  disgusted  every  officer  of  rank,  sures,  it  will  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  British 
of  spirit,  and  of  merit,  that  no  one  of  that  \  navy.  AV  e  take  this  opinion  from  no  indi- 
description  can  be  found  to  make  a  tender  j  vidual :  we  have  heard  mi:ch  on  the  subject, 
of  his  service.  Hence  the  various  stations  j  and,  we  are  fully  persuaded,  that,  if  the 
remain  unrelieved,  and  the  crews,  who  have*  I  s^entiments  of  every  officer  in  the  navy  could 


served  all  the  war,  are  to  their  great  disap- 
*  On  this  fubject  we  heg  leave  to  refer  our 
readers  to  an  excellent  article,  p.  ?;.  of  this  sheet, 
to  the  .uatemeits  of  which  we  will  here  add  a 
more  full  and  authentic  account  than  \vc  before 
posjesstd  re.'ipecting  the  ship  Mars. — This  siiip, 
having  been  taken  into  dock  to  rtpair,  fhe  was 
surveyed,  and  a  report  made  to  the  navy  board  ot 
her  defects.  The  estimate  of  repair:  amounted 
tOj^iljOOO,  The  work  was  ordered  to  be  done 
It  was  done,  and  she  was  turne:l  out,  as  ht  for 
service;  bm  when  she  arrived  at  the  Jetty  Head, 
she  was  found  to  be  in  so  imperfect  a  state,  that 
she  was  obliged  to  he  re-surveyed,  and,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  she  was  ordered  into  dock  again. 
Another  estimate  was  made,  and,  it  appeared,  tliat 
j(^9,oco  was  still  wanting  to  put  her  into  repair, 
oftei  Mr.  Tuciir  kiiil  twneJ  her  out  w!  comi'Lkte  ! 
Lord  St.  Vincent  saiju  the  whole  of  these  trans.ic- 
tions.. — It  is  worth  remarking,  that  the  commis- 
sioners, appointed  to  enquire  into  the  abuses  of 
the  navy,  have  n-iminated  as  their  secretary  a  Mr. 
Williams,  a  very  young  man,  who  was,  about 
two  months  ago,  promoted  fiom  being  a  junior 
clerk  in  the  navy  office,  to  be  clerk  to  the  rope 
yard  at  Woolwich,  by  the  interest  of  Mr.  Tucker, 
xvhich  Mr.  Tucker,  tiie  late  secret-iry  of  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  was,  not  lung  ago,  a  -yvui  of  a  m^n  of 
war,  and  is  now  a  Comttmswmr  of  the  N.izy.  As  Mr. 
Williams  was  totally  unknown  to  any  of  the  live 
Commissi«ncrs,  his  appointment  shows  what  in- 
fluence the  First  Lord  may  have  in  the  commis- 
sion, of  which  it  J3  now  pretty  well  known,  that 
he  intended  to  be  at  tjje  head,  with  Mr.  Tucker  for 
a  seereiary  !  What  are  the  public  services  of  Mr. 
Tucker  the  public  has  yet  to  learu, 


be  collected,  there  would  not  be  found 
above  three  whose  voices  would  not  confirm 
our  opinion.  The  hyperbolical  compliment'^^ 
bestowed  on  Lord  St.  Vincent  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  must,  by  every  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  present  situation 
of  things,  be  regarded  as  nothing  more  than 
a  veil  for  his  hatred  and  fear  of  him.  Mr. 
Addington  must  know,  that  war,  or  that 
subjugation,  is  at  no  great  distance;  but 
every  day  of  delay,  is  a  day  of  shelter  to  him 
and  his  colleagues.  When  war  comes  (if  it 
everc-^^zcome)  their  igncTance,  improvidence, 
and  imbecillity,  must  be  exposed:  then,  in- 
stead of  finding  a  navy,  ready  not  only  to 
defend  us  from  invaders,  but  again  to  bear 
the  thunder  of  Britain  to  every  corner  of 
the  globe  ;  instead  of  finding  a  navy  like 
this,  we  shall  find  a  huge  skeleton  of  a  navy, 
and  nothing  more.  On  some  future  occasion 
it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  shov/,  that  our 
dock  yards  have  not  only  been  deprived  of 
those  sinews  of  war,  which  the  late  upright 
and  provident  Board  of  Admiralty  had  col-' 
lected,  but  that  they  have  been  (probably 
by  way  of  "  diawing  closer  the  bonds  of 
peace  and  amity")  made  the  means  0/ supply- 
ing the  arsenals  of  France  '. — In  a  word,  the 
whole  system  of  the  Admiralty  is  such  as 
demands  the  serious  attention  of  the  parlia- 
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ment  and  the  people.  It  is  a  system,  which 
we  regard  as  radically  vicious,  and,  we  trust, 
it  will  instantly  be  changed. 

In  our  second  vol.  p.  732,  we  noticed  the 
answer,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Addington, 
relative  to  the  right  of  cutting  logwood  in 
the  Bay  of  Honduras ;  a  right  which,  it  was 
then  reported,  the  Spaniards  were,  at  the 
instigation  of  France,  about  to  eject  us  from, 
in  virtue  of  the  npn-renewal  of  former  trea- 
ties, in  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  What  we 
then  argued  upon  as  a  report,  is  now,  we 
have  good  reason  to  think,  authentically 
confirmed.  We  shall,  however,  postpone 
the  animadversions,  which  such  a  fact  is  cal- 
culated to. extort,  until  we  have  more  full 
and  certain  information  on  the  subject, — 
The  prohibition  to  cut  logwocd,  joined  to 
that  which  France  has  imposed  on  Spain  re- 
specting luool,  may  be  reckoned  amongst  the 
first,  though,  perhaps,  not  the  least  of  those 
"  blessings,"  which  the  peace  has  already 
brought  upon  the  trade  of  the  country.  All 
in  good  time,  however  !  The  blows  will  fall 
thicker  and  heavier  as  the  machine  bt-comes 
mounted. — In  the  mean  time,  we  cannot 
refrain  from  again  reminding  our  readers  of 
■U'hat  v/as  said,  on  the  subjeci  of  Honduras, 
during  tlie  discussions  relative  to  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  beginning  with  an  extract  from 
one  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  letters  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury. — "  Tl)e  right  of  cutting  dying  woods 
"  and  n)3hogany  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras, 
"  rests,  like  the  rights  before  mentioned, 
"  solely  upon  positive  and  special  convention 
•*  between  our  Sovereign  and  the  king  of 
''  Spain,  We  have  no  claim  on,  nor  liave 
"  we  ever  preferred  any  pretension  to,  the 
"  sovereignty  of  the  lands,  on  which  this 
"  right  has  hitherto  been  exercised.  In 
*'  former  treaties,  as  in  that  of  17O3,  for  in- 
'*  stance,  we  obtained  a  renewal  of  the  per- 
"  mission,  in  rather  loose  and  general  terms, 
"  to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  of  Hondiiras. 
"  This  permission  was  again  renewed  at  the 
"  peace  of  1/83;  but  Mr.  Pitt,  sensible  0! 
"  the  importance  of  the  privilege,  Avished  10  | 
*'  secure  its  enjoyments  by  stipulations  moic- 
"  specific  and  solemn,  v.hich  lie  obtained 
"  in  the  convention  signed  at  London,  in 
*'  1787.  This  coRveniion,  together  with 
'■'  the  former  stipulations  on  the  subject, 
"  were  abrogated  by  the  war;  and,  as  a 
*'  renewal  of  them  has  not  been  obtained  at 
"  the  peace,  tiis  right  to  cut  logwood  and 
*'  mahogany  may,  of  course,  be  numbered 
"  amongst  those  encumbrances,  of  which  a 
''  happy  riddance  has  been  procured  by  tlje 
f  Ucaty  of  Amietis,     How  Inns:  the  Stn- 


"  niards,  acting  under  the  mandates  of 
"  France,  will  suffer  us  to  trade  to  Hon- 
"  duras  I  cannot  say.  It  is  possible  that 
"  they  might  find  some  amusement  in  tan- 
"  talizing  us  with  hopes  of  forbearance  ;  in 
"  regarding  us  as  tenants  at  will,  continually 
"  liable  to  ejectment.  But,  when  they 
"  reflect  on  the  cession  of  Trinidad,  which 
"  we  have  so  honestly  and  so  honourably 
"  obtained,  they  cannot  but  seize  with  ea- 
"  gerness  every  opportunity  to  injure  our 
"  interests,  and  to  mortify  our  pride.  The 
"  enjoyment  of  the,  logwood  trade  will, 
"  therefore,  be  of  short  duration,  andlslial! 
"  be  much  disa])pointed,  ifour  woodcutters 
"  are  not  very  soon  ejected,  and  that  too 
'•''  ivith  all  those  injuries  and  all  those  marks 
"  of  contempt,  which  the  subjects  of  Bri- 
"  tain  must  now  expect  to  meet  with  from 
"  every  nation  in  the  world,  however  base 
"  its  disposition,  or  however  feeble  its 
"  power."  (Register,  Fol.  1.  fi.  ^qq.) — Lord 
Grenville,  Mr.  Windham,  and  Mr.  Elliot, 
repeatedly  warned  the  parliament  that  the 
consequencesofthe  omission  to  renew  former 
treaties  would  inevitably  be  the  loss  of  every- 
thing, which  we  held  solely  by  those  treaties ; 
and,  amongst  other  objects,  they  particularly 
mentioned  the  right  of  cutting  logwood  '\\\ 
the  Bay  o'f  Honduras,  What  said  the  mi- 
ni'•^ters  in  reply  ?  They  deny  the  position 
generally;  they  denied,  that  war  abrogated 
treaties,  and  they  boldly  declared,  that  the 
right  of  cutting  logwood  was  not  affected  by 
the  non-renewal  of  the  convention  of  17S7. 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  answer  to  Lord 
Grenville,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  4th 
of  May,  1802,  said,  that,  "  if,  by  the  orais- 
"  sirm  to  mention  lormer  treaties,  they  •u:crz 
"  all  to  be  C'jKsidcred  as  ahrogaied,  he  had  no 
"  difficulty  iu  saying,  that  an  address  ouglit 
"  to  be  voted  to  his  Majesty,  praying  tiiat 
"  !u;  would  dismiss  his  present  ministers 
"  from  his  counsels  for  ever.  But,  hetrust- 
"  ed,  in-xl  thefact  zcas  far  othcyjjis2,  and  that 
"  the  conduct  of  ministers  deserved  no  such" 
"  censure." — Lord  Hav\  kesbury  said,  on  tho 
san^.e  subject,  that  "  the  right  to  cut  log' 
•'  ^vood  in  the  Bay  of  Hondaias  was  ceded 
"  to '.IS  in  17S7  ;  tliat  it  was  a.settreir.ent 
"  which  we  /wssesseJ  of  right,  and  to  wl-.icli 
"  the  Spaniards  were  as  much  bound  ta 
^'  refer  as  we  :  this  was,  he  said,  in  truth, 
"  Ko  omusion  at  all."  (Speech,  13th  May^ 
i3o2.) — The  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  the 
same  debate,  said,  that  "  our  right  to  cut' 
'^  logwood,  &c.  ir>  tl;c  Bay  of  Honduras, 
"  was  a  ri^ht  ofjiosszSiicm,  j.-reserved  through^ 
"   out  the  war,  and  ?wt  annidkd  hy  the  tcac^.^* 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER, 


03] 

(Speech,  14tli  May,  1S02.)— These,  the 
Chancellor  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  at 
least,  are  high  authorities  j  and,  even  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Hawkesbury  is  entitled  to 
some  respect,  when  we  remember,  that  the 
whole  of  his  speech  was  fully  and  unequi- 
vocally approved  of  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Now, 
then,  we  have  only  to  see  whether  the  men 
■who  defended  the  peace  U[)on  arguments 
Hke  these,  will  defend  these  arguments 
against  the  mandates  and  the  arms  of  Spain  ; 
or,  whether  tiiey  w'll  yield  the  point,  and 
with  it  a  right,  the  enjoyment  of  which  has 
long  been,  and  is  now  more  than  ever, 
essentially  connected  with  the  pro'sperity  of 
several  very  material  branches  of  our  manu- 
factures. 

We  shall  close  our  pre?,.  ,,t  summary  with 
a  few  words  oafinayic;.  not  having  room  for 
a  tenth  pari  ol  an  article  which  we  had  pre- 
pared upon  the  subject,  and  which  we  shall 
not  fail  to  give  at  length  in  our  next.  In 
the  demi-officiai  paper  of  the  12th  instant, 
the  ministers,  who,  as  the  reader  must,  long 
ago,  have  observed,  are  not  the  wisest  of 
mankind,  have  published  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  "growifig  state  of  the  revenue," 
as  Mr.  Addingion  was  pleased  to  phrase  it : 
— "  We  are  bappy  to  be  able  to  state,  tor 
"  the  sathfactmi  of  the  Public,  that- the  sur- 
"  plus  of  the  consolidated  fund,  ending 
"  the  5lh  of  Januiry  1803,  amounted  to 
"  1,218,032 1.;  being  an  excess  of  3C)9,32()1. 
"  in thethreequarter-;,beyondihe4, 500,0001. 
*'  which  was  calculated  as  the  amount  of 
"  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund  for 
*'  the  whole  year,  (.nding  the  5ih  of 
"  April  1803."— Now,  we  will  not  say, 
that  Mr.  Addington  is  not  happy  ai  beino- 
able  to  make  this  statement  j  for  we  most 
sincerely  believe,  that  he  is  totally  incapa- 
ble of  perceiving  the  result  to  which  it 
leads.  With  others,  however,  we  are  in- 
clined to  think  that  no  satisfaction  will  be 
felt,  except  where  there  already  exists  a 
strong  desire  to  see  the  decline  and  ruin  of 
our  commerce  and  fiziances.  Full  of  doubts 
as  we  were  with  respect  to  the  sanguine 
statements  contained  in  the  Budget-speech 
of  the  minister,  our  an.siety  to  see  them 
verified  did,  in  some  measure,  banish  that 
distrust  which  we  ought  to  have  entertain- 
ed of  any  and  of  every  tlimg  coming  from 
such  a  quarter,  under  similar  circumstances. 
If,  however,  we  have  participated  in  the  de- 
ception of  the  country,  we  have  not  been 
amongst  the  last  to  perceive,  and  shall  not 
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be  the  last  to  expose,  that  deception.  Tak- 
ing the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon 
his  own  information  and  assertions,  as  to 
the  past,  experience  has  already  proved, 
that,  as  to  the  future,  as  to  the  source  on 
which  he  has  bidden  the  nation  to  rely  for 
credit  and  security,  there  is  a  fearful  falling 
off.  In  short,  the  coiisolatory  account  now 
published  completely  blows  up  the  minis- 
ter's system,  and  convinces  us,  that,  to 
maintain  expenses  equal  to  the  present,  ncix) 
taxes  must,  next  year,  be  laid  on  to  au 
almost  unbearable  amount,  or  the  govern- 
ment must  again  have  recourse  to  loam. 


TO     CORRESPONDENTS. 

Tyro  on  the  surrender  of  Malta  shall 
appear  in  our  next. 

Detector  will,  we  hope,  accept  of  our 
apology  for  delaying  so  long  the  insertion  of 
his  most  valuable  article.— We  shall  hope 
for  a  corainuance  of  his  favours,  which  can- 
not fail  to  produce  a  good  effect.  4. 

T.  F.  on  the  Post-Office  Grant  is  receiv- 
ed. The  writer  has  our  best  thanks.  When 
we  have  time  to  arrange  all  the  materials, 
which  we  have  collected  on  that  subject, 
we  will  take  the  liberty,  with  T.  F.'s  per- 
mission, to  submit  them  to  him.  So  many 
objects  crowd  upon  us,  that  some  of  them 
must  of  necessity  be  retarded  in  their  pro- 
gress to  the  press  j  but,  if  we  have  life  and 
health,  for  a  few  weeks  longer,  we  will, 
unless  the  abuses  we  complain  of  are  re- 
medied, place  Mr.  Freeling  in  a  situation 
to  be  envied  by  no  human  being,  except, 
perhaps,  the  renowned  Serjeant  Sinclair. 

Looklr-ok's  remarks  on  the  probable 
causes  of  the  recent  mutinies  are  unavoid- 
ably postponed  'till  our  next. 

* ^*  From  a  desire  to  furnish  our  Read- 
ers, as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  correct 
translation  of  L Empire  Germanique,  (the 
work  which  has  given  such  alarm  to  Buo- 
naparte, and  which  we  mentioned  so  much  at 
length  in  our  last  week  s  Summary,)  we  have 
resolved  to  keep  back  our  Supplement  ten 
days  longer. 


ZONDON. 


LONDON,  January   15   to  Januanj  22,   I80J 
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THE    INVINCIBLE    STANDARD. 

When  my  narrative,  on  this  interesting 
subject,  first  macle  its  appearance,  the  reader 
will  please  to  recollect,  that  several  of  the 
London  newspapers  not  only  called  in  ques- 
tion, but  flatly  contradicted,  my  statements  3 
and,  it  will  not  be  forgotten,  that  a  noti- 
fication (copied  by  me  in  Vol.  II.  p.  86S) 
was  inserted  in  all  the  London  papers,  pro- 
mising a  refutation  of  part,  at  least,  of  my 
narrative,  end  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of 
the  narrative  of  Serjeant  Sinclair,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  name  of  the  Highland  Society. 
Four  weeks  have  now  elapsed,  and  this  pro- 
mise has  not  yet  been  performed ;  nor  has 
there,  that  I  have  heard,  been  any  attempt 
made  to  perform  it,  unless  we  regard  as  such, 
the  malignant  abuse,  against  Luxz  and  my- 
self, poured  forth  by  Stuart,  Perry,  and 
Heriot,  three  degenerate  Scotchmen,  who 
conduct  the  Oracle,  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
and  the  True  Briton  and  the  Sun,  A  pas- 
sage has,  indeed,  been  quoted  from  Sir  Ro- 
bert Wilson;  but,  the  reader  will  recollect, 
that  I  stated,  in  my  narrative,  that  Sir  Ro- 
bert had  been  viisled  in  the  same  way  that 
the  Highland  Society  had,  and  that  his  error 
would  be  corrected  without  loss  of  time. 
This  I  now  repeat;  and,  besides,  the  ac- 
count of  Sir  Robert  Wilson  is  m  downright 
disagreement,  as  to  e-vcry  circumstance,  with 
the  account  of  Sinclair  5  how,  therefore,  the 
one  can  confirm  the  other  I  leave  the  inge- 
nious   defenders    of  Sinclair    to   determine. 

1  feel  great  contempt  for  the  conduct 

of  the  Scotch  nev.'spaper  people  in  calling 
LuTZ  a  deserter,  &c.  &c.  of  which  every 
honourable  Scotchman  must  be  ashamed; 
but,  I  will  confess,  that  I  am  disappointed 
at  the  siletics  of  the  42d  regiment  and  of  the 
Highland  Society.  The  taking  of  this  stand- 
ard has  been  regarded  as  an  action  singularly 
honourable.  This  honour  has  been,  in  the 
most  public  manner,  attributed  to  the  /i2d 
regiment  by  the  Highland  Society;  v.hich 
Society  has  ordered  a  medal  to  be  struck, 
and  a  vase  to  be  fashioned,  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  deed.  1  have  stated,  and,  I  trust, 
I  have  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  that 
brave  regiment  and  their  countrymen,  that 
the  honour  in  question  belongs  to  another 
corps  ;  and,  unless  my  statement  can  be 
Vol.  Ill, 
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controverted  with  success,  I  think  the  Pub- 
lic has  some  right  to  expect,  on  the  part  of 
the  Highland  Society,  a  contradiction  of  the 
statement,  which  v/as  piiblished  in  its  name. 
How  far  there  may  be  an  obligation  upon 
the -i2d  regiment,  and  on  Major  Stirling  ia 
particular,  to  come  forward  and  disclaim  the 
pretensions,  advanced  by  Sinclair,  in  their 
name,  I  must  leave  to  be  determined  by 
their  own  sense  of  justice  and  of  ho- 
nour, from  which  I  cannot  but  hope  for  a 
favourable  decision. — There  are  some  per- 
sons weak  enough  to  imagine,  that  the  dis- 
covery is  a  mere  ?me  days'  'wondcr,  and  that, 
by  giving  the  question  the  go-bye,  with  a 
sort  of  loose  uncircumstantial  contradiction, 
LuTZ  Vv'ill  be  forgotten,  and  the  honour  will, 
by  degrees,  revert  to  the  first  claimant. 
But  this  must  not  be.  If  I  live,  \i  shall  not 
be.  What  v.'as,  at  first,  a  matter  of  choice, 
perhaps,  is  now  become  a  matter  of  duty.  1 
will  give  an  attentive  hearing  to,  1  will 
rhearfully  publish  and  put  upon  record,  any 
thing  v.diich  the  42d  regiment,  or  the  High- 
land Society  shall  think  proper  to  communi- 
cate; but,  if  they  both  persist  in  silence,  the 
publication  which  was  made  in  the  name  of 
the  Society  must  become  a  subject  of  very- 
serious  and  widely-circulated    remaik. 1 

have,  from  the  date  of  ray  narrative  to  the 
present  day,  observed  the  utmost  fairness  to- 
wards the  42d  regiment,  the  Highland  So- 
ciety, and  the  Scotch  nation  in  general.  It 
has,  as  I  before  hinted,  been  my  fortune  to 
be,  in  almost  every  stage ot  my  life,  particu- 
larly attached  to  Scotchmen  ;  and,  there  are 
not,  at  this  moment,  very  many  considerable 
countries  in  the  world,  where  there  are  not 
to  be  found  Scotchmen,  who  are  warmly  my 
friends.  I  know  the  foibles  as  well  as  I 
know  the  virtues  of  that  nation;  and, 
though  I  am  not  a  ''safe  politician,"  I  did  not 
put  pen  to  paper  upon  this  business  without 
being  fully  aware  of  the  consequence.  The 
friendship  between  me  and  the  Scotchmen, 
to  whom  I  have  just  alluded,  arose  from  aa 
attachment,  which  we  felt  in  common,  to 
our  king  and  our  country;  a  source  the  most 
honourable  in  itself,  and  which,  on  their 
parts,  v/as  productive  of  instances  of  public 
spirit,  such  as  I  have  never  seen  surpassed. 
But,  as  1  gained  their  friendship  by  walking 
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in  the  path  of  truth  and  justice,  I  v/ill  not 
beheve  that  I  shall  lose  it  by  still  walking  in 
that  path  ;  I  will  pot  believe  that  there  is  a 
man  whom  1  ever  have,  at  anytime,  called 
my  tVicnd,  wlio  does  not  despise  the  reptiles 
of  the  r^Iorning  Ciironicle  and  the  True 
Kritpn,  v^'ho,  not  being  able  any  longer  to 
deprive  the  gallant  Lutz  of  his  well-merited 
laurels,  have  had  the  baseness  to  stigmatize 
him  as  a  deserter,  for  having,  after  being  car- 
ried by  force  to  join  the  rebel  army,  i;iade 
his  escape  to  (he  army  of  his  sovereign, 

I  sei'^e  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  a  great  number  of  letters,  on 
this  subject,  and  to  beg  the  writers  iliereof 
to  excu:.e  me  for  not  having  answered  them, 
which  would,  indeed,  have  been  absolutely 

impossible. The  sale   of  the  portrait  of 

Lutz,  which  was  intended  to  raise  a  sum 
of  money  for  him,  has  proceeded  very  well ; 
and,  when  a  sufficiency  of  tmic  has  been 
given  for  the  Highland  Society  to  publish  a 
f\-ply  to  my  narrative,  {he  public  will  be  duly 
informed  of  what  further  measures  it  may 
be  proposed  to  take  in  order  to  procure  a 
proper  reward  for  the  man  who  took  the  In- 
vincible Standard,  of  the  value  of  which 
deed,  some  estimate  may  be  fprraed  trom 
the  proceedings  of  the  Highland  Society,  and 
from  the  7/2ivA:/  and  the  cvp  mentioned  iu 
those  Proceedings.  Those  vho  press  an  hii- 
laediate  subscription,  I  beg  leave  to  remind, 
that  nothing  of  that  sort  can  be  done  v/ilh 
})ropriciy,  'till  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  has  had  lime  to  institute  a 
regular  enquiry,  and  to  obtain  a  legal  de- 
cision of  the  point  in  dispute.  As  tar  as  I 
can  judge  at  present,  the  second  \yeek  in 
February  niay  ps  looked  forward  to  as  a 
propf r  fime,  in  every  respect,  for  fixing  on 
«n  efficient  plan  for  doing,  in  this  affair,  in 
which  ths  honour  of  the  country  is  so  deep- 
ly concerned,  whatever  may  then  remain 
undone. 
Lo?ido7i,lbch  Jan.  1303.      Vv'.\j.   Cobbett. 


ox    THE 

NAVY  AND  THE  MUTINY. 
Sir, — The  recent  event  in  t!ie  Mediterranean, 
where  the  spirit  of  mutiny  h^s  again  reared  its 
ciicadful  crest,  naturally  calls  tor  our  most  i-erious 
ct'iiGideration,  and  induces  us  to  look  for  sonie 
cause  to  wliich  we  can  aisigii  50  extraordinary  a 
proceeding.  In  the  midst  of  a  peace,  (a  sate  and 
secure  one  as  our  wise  ministers  would  wish  us  to 
believe)  is  it  pc^ssible  that  such  an  explosion 
sluui'.d  take  place,  unless  theie  existed  some  Jeep 
and  extraordinary  reason  for  it  :  Does  it  no:  prove 
more  than  all  that  has  been  said  before,  that  tlie  in- 
capacity of  our  admiralty  is  such,  tiiatfrom  tiietop 
to  the  bottoni  of  the  whole  macliiiie,  every  part  is 
i!UL  of  oi'dtr  and  going  wrong  ?  The  pufts  of  Mr.  A. 
;liu1  Lord  St.  V's.  tormer  high  character  aj  an 
btlicer,  can  never  contradict  these  facts  wliich  ;ire 
cj'ywcling  50  t'aiC  udou  yne  another.      We  must 


trace  bark  from  the  beginning  of  this  udrninlstra- 
tioa  those  causes  which  have  had,  and  aie  likely 
still  to  iidve  such  dreadful  effects.  In  tlie  last  day 
of  tii£  sessions,  an  admiral  sajd,  "  it  wa.s  ground 
"  of  a  nature  too  delicate  to  tread  upon  ;"  and,  n-^ 
general,  wc  find  that  almost  every  person  depre» 
cates  the  discussion  of  the  subject  as  too  danger- 
ous even  to  hint  at,  and  v.e  are  advised  to  go  as 
children  go  in  a  churcii  yard,  with  their  eyes  shuc, 
that  if  there  .rre  any  hobgoblins,  they  may  not 
see  them.  Good  God,  what  puerile  and  wretched 
arguuients  are  these!  Are  we  to  see  the  last  re- 
maining prop  oi  our  hope  (a  pretty  strong  one  yet, 
in  spire  of  mismanagement)  cut  away  trom  us, 
and  not  endeavour  to  save  it  .'  No  ;  let  us 
sec  if  iiy  a  plain  exposure  of  facts,  some  remedy 
may  not  at  least  be  pointed  out,  even  if  the  igno- 
rance or  fear  of  our  ministers  should  prevent  its 
c;:ecuiioii. 

Far  be  it  from  me  not  to  abhor  and  condemn  I  lie 
conduct  of  men,  who,  under  any  form  of  govern- 
ment 01  rule,  tskethe  remedy  of  abuses  into  their 
own  hands,  l^ut  in  governments  bo;h  civil  and 
military,  nitn  will  complain  if  they  are  ill  treated, 
and  if  those  c(5niplaints  are  not  attended  to,  the 
most  serious'consequtnces  are  likely  to  .irise  It 
is  a  lact  well  known  to  every  c)fucer  in  the  Bii- 
tish  navy,  that  if  the  juit  complaints  of  the  men,  j 
transmitted  throiigh  the  proper  channel,  their  owni  ' 
officers,  had  been  attended  to,  the  first  mutiny  in 
the  fleet  would  never  have  happened  ;  nor  would 
the  men  have  been  taught  that  dreadful  lesson, 
wliich  ihev  have  so  irtqueiitly  practised  since 
that  period.  The  admiralty,  at  the  tuTie  of  that 
mutiny,  gave  every  credit  and  support  to  the  olTi- 
cers  of  the  navy,  and  placed  a  confidence  in  tlieni 
which  they  deserved  by  their  patience  and  per- 
seveiance.  Has  that  been  followed  up  by  the 
pi'eteut  LorcJ  aud  his  associates  .'  No  ;  on  the  con- 
tiary,  every  degradation  and  humiliation  has  been 
heaped  upon  them.,  and  they  are  deprived  of  every 
little  patronage  and  comfort,  which  could  give  theni 
consequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  men  they  were  ex- 
pected to  commanil,  and  the  yery  promotion  of  the 
lowest  rank  of  petty  oflicers,  is  now  taken  into  the 
Iiandi  of  the  Aduiiialty,torthe  purpo<;eof  bestowing 
tiiemonthe  crrature.s  of  the  First  Lord  and  his 
dependants.  No  olTicer  has  the  power  of  reward- 
ing merit,  and  the  highest  gratification  of  a  great 
and  geneioi;s  mind  is  taken  away.  No  wonilcr 
then,  that  the  oUicers  aie  dissatisfied  ;  no  wonder: 
that  tiie  Admiralty,  in  vain,  arc  looking  for  appli- 
cations for  ships  and  commands  ;  no  man  of  spirit 
or  of  a  liberal  mind  can  endure  the  slights  he  must 
undergo,  or  the  total  W4nt  of  every  conr.mon  attfu- 
lion,  if  he  submits  to  the  di  udgery  and  disgrace  he 
is  certain  of  meeiing,  in  any  comnu;nication  with 
that  Board,  to  which  he  ought  to  look  up  to  for 
support.  Such  is  the  actual  situation  of  the  ofli- 
cers of  tlie  navy,  since  the  peace  :  let  us  now  look 
to  the  suboj'dinate  clashes,  aud  maik  the  wii,i.lom 
whici':  has  accompanied  every  action  of  the  pre- 
sent governnient.  In  order  that  no  class  of  people 
in  this  country  should  be  ignorant  of  the  blessings, 
which  Messrs.  Addington  and  Co.  meant  to  dilTuse 
l^y  ihf  salutary  measure  of  peace,  printed  papers 
v.-cre  sent  to  the  fleet,  announcing  the  event,  ac- 
companied v/ith  orders  to  read.md  itick  them  up  ir> 
every  sliip.  I'lie  poor  and  ignorant  sailors  imme- 
diately thought  (perhaps  under  the  sanie  idea  as 
the  most  of  the  country  did)'  that  peace  meant  a 
cessation  from  the  duties  of  war,  a  diobanding  of 
the  forces  by  sea  and  land,  that  the  ships  wer'^; 
to  be  paid  ofl',  and  that  those  men  who  had  been 
lakca  from  the  mcrchmu  icivict,  to  fi^ht  the  U\y« 
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ful  battles  of  their  Icing  and  country,  might 
return  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace  ;  that  others, 
who  had  been  balloted  by  their  parishes,  to  seive 
duiing  the  war,  might  reviiit  their  native  homes, 
and  return  to  their  original  avocations.  These 
were  the  idfa?,  which  naturally  enough  sug- 
gested themselves  to  ignorant  men.  But  no  such 
thing  was  meant  by  the  enlighieneil  ministry  : 
and,  in  addition  to  this  disappointment,  will 
it  be  credited,  that  the  folly,  the  Vanity,  or 
whatever  other  motive  one  can  ascribe  it  to,  in- 
duced the  Admiralty  to  send  to  tiie  commanding 
clHcer  in  Bantry  Bay,  wheie  the  fleet  then  was,  a 
piint  of  a  tree,  which  they  called  the  Tree  of  Li- 
ierty,  two  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  distributed 
to  each  ship  ;  these  prints  were,  a  tree,  decorated 
with  tlie  pictures  of  all  their  favourite  officers, 
who  had  led  them  to  glory  ;  in  the  centre  of  the 
trunk,  stood  conspicuously,  the  picture  of  Earl  St. 
Vincent,  tiie  patron  saint  of  this  Tree  of  Liberty.  To 
damp,  however,  the  joy  which  it  might  occasion, 
by  the  same  post  which  brouj>ht  this  extraordinary 
jsresent,  orders  were  received  to  cO'ftu-  the  ofiicers 
and  men  to  their  fhips,  and  not  to  suftcr  any  com- 
umnicaiion  whatever  with  the  shore.  The  igno- 
rantmiiidsof  the  sailors  were  again  bew;ldered, 
they  could  not  discriminate  between  the  shadow 
of  liberty,  hung  up  at  the  mast,  while  the  reality 
was  dented  them,  by  orders  from  tlie  same  power, 
vhicli  held  the  illusion  befoie  their  eves.  No  ex- 
planation was  allowed;  ami,  instead  uf  heins;  paid 
oiF,  they  were  ordered  to  the  West  Incbes.  Was  it, 
therefore,,  very  surprising,  that  the  uninformeti  aud 
boisterous  minds  of  the  men,  agitated  by  such 
contradictory  and  ridiculous  mummery,  should 
burst  forth  info  a  flame  ?  'The  spirit,  the  pcise- 
vejance,  and  activity  of  their  officers,  however, 
prevailed,  and  after  the  Admiralty  had  given  way 
and  ordeicil  the  fleet  back  to  Spiihead,  tiiey  pro- 
ceeded to  theii-  destined  station,  where  they  are  at 
present,  but  under  such  an  appreliension  is  their 
present  excellent  coaiinaiider  in  chief,  that  not  a 
boat  is  suffered  to  pass  from  ship  to  ship,  witiinut 
a  guard;  so  that  otiicers,  going  upon  duty,  look  as 
if  they  were  prisoners,  under  the  escort  ot  marines 
with  loaded  arms.  I  will  ask  tlie  most  unpreju- 
diced pel  sons  whether  this  be  not  the  eircct  of  bad 
councils  or  of  bad  management  ?  And  yet,  the  sa- 
tellites of  tije  Admiralty  are  ordered  to  villify 
the  officers  of  the  fleet,  and  to  ascrioe  to  them,  the 
mutinous  disposition  of  the  sailors ! 

It  is  now  two  years  since  the  blessings  of  peace 
^vere  announced  to  the  fleet  as  well  as  the  nation 
at  large,  and  yet  can  it  be  believed,  that  the  squa- 
drons upon  foreign  stations  have  not  been  reliev- 
ed by  fresh  ships,  or  ordered  home.  It  is  so,  how- 
ever, and  theefTcct  of  it  has  been  the  mutiny  on 
board  the  Gibraltar  in  the  Mediterranean.  Can  it 
be  otherwise,  how  can  the  men  bear  with  patience  to 
hear  read  that  Act  of  Parliament,  v/hich  secures 
ro  thein  their  pay  eveiy  sis  months,  and  not  re- 
flect that  their  country  is  violating,  not  only  its 
compact  with  thtni,  as  men  serving  during  the 
^var,  but  actiuilly  dtbarring  them  from  the  pay 
which  is  due,  many  ot  those  ships  having  two, 
tiiree,  and  four  years  pay  due  to  them  ?  The  ad- 
miral's ship  in  the  West-Indies,  at  this  moment, 
has  four  years  due,  and  yet  no  merit  is  ascribed 
cither  to  the  office  s  or  to  the  men  for  their  quiet 
and  exemplary  conduct  and  forbearance.  1  hese 
are  facts,  that  they  would  not  exist  under  any 
Admiralty  but  the  present,  is  notorious;  and  that 
they  do  exist  under  the  present  is  entirely  owing 
to  Its  negligence,  its  want  of  information,  and  its 
W^ns  of  the  comnion  knowledge  of  human  nature. 


One  can  scarce  look  any  w.iy,  but  symptoms  of 
such  evident  neglect  and  wane  ot  knowledge 
present  themselves,  that  the  minds  of  unin- 
formed meii  are  lost  in  astonishmcnr,  and  can- 
not account  for  the  stagnation  of  both  the  mili- 
tary and  civil  departments.  Not  a  dock-yard  is 
supplied  wJih  us  proper  artificers  and  labourers, 
since  the  dischar;';et  tock  place  in  the  summer; 
not  a  post  oliicer  relieved,  or  any  appointments 
of  fiag  officers  to  command  them  ;  no  arrange- 
ments of  vacancies  of  any  kintl,  and  even  the 
favourite  service,  which  indeed  has  dcserveil  s(^  well 
at  the  hands  of  Lord  St.  Vini^ent,  the  marine?, 
is  leit  in  the  lurch  with  the  re»c,  as  near  thirty 
commissions  of  various  kinds  remain  unfilled 
at  this  moment.  A.  R. 

EVACUATION    OF    MALTA. 

SiK, — I  again  lake  tip  iny  pen  on  this 
most  most  iiFiportant  subject,  in  consequence 
of  various  suggestions  and  remarks  wlucli 
have  lalely  appeared  in  the  public  prints, 
and  particularly  the  two  following  articles. 

"  Frontiers  of  Rnss'iJ,  Dec.  II.— A  cou- 
"  rier  from  St.  Petersburgh  dispatched  from 
"  the  French  ambassador  there  to  Paris, 
"  brings  advice  that  the  Emperor  will  ac- 
*'  cept  the  guarantee  of  Malta,  as  soon  as 
"  some  altfraiions  shall  he  'made  in  the  ar- 
"  tides  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  relative  to 
"  that  point." — "  Y/e  have  heard  that  the 
'*  ministers  are  about  to  give  up  Malta  ;  and 
"  the  pretext  is,  we  are  told,  that  Russia 
"  has,  at  last,  accepted  of  the  guarantee, 
"  which,  word,  in  the  general  change  that 
"  has  been  made  in  the  political  diction- 
"  ary,  signifies  no  more  than  a  mere  re- 
"  cognition  or  acknowledgment."  {Cob- 
Lett's  Pol.  Reg.  V.  2.  p.  Sgo.)— From  these 
and  similar  paragraphs  I  have  good  reason 
to  believe,  that  very  many  people  take  for 
granted  that  our  evacuating  Malta,  intirely 
depends  upon,  and  waits  for  nothing  more 
than  this  much  talked  of  guarantee  of 
Russia.  Yet,  after  a  very  careful  perusal 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Malta,  I  can- 
not discover  that  either  Russia,  or  any  other 
of  the  powers  therein  named,  can  by  ac- 
cepting the  guarantee  to  which  they  are  in- 
vited, acquire  any  other  rights  than  those  of 
forwarding,  (either  by  prevailing  on  the 
knights  to  attend,  or  by  any  other  mode  of 
negotiation),  the  execution  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty  which  are  to  precede 
our  evacuation  of  the  island,  and  of  se- 
curing the  possession  of  it  to  knights  after 
it  shall  have  been  evacuated.  Being  how- 
ever, fully  persuaded  that  the  stipulations  id 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  on  this  subject,  are  by 
no  means  so  well  understood  as  they  ought 
to  be,  I  most  earnestly  intreat  that  you  will 
find  room  to  republish  them  in  this  letter, 
with  such  of  the  following  retnarks  as  you 
shall  think  worthy  to  be  inserted. 
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"  Art,  10.  The  islands  of  Malta,  Gezo, 
*'  and  Comino,  shall  be  restored  to  the  order 
"  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  to  be  held  on 
"  tiie  same  conditions  on  which  it  possessed 
"  them  before  the  war,  and  under  the  fol- 
"  lowing  stipulations." 

Obs. — It  cannot  therefore  be  given  up  by- 
its  present  possessor  (the  K.  of  G.  Britain) 
to  any  other  power,  but  it  must  be  restored 
to  ihe  order  and  to  the  order  on'y,  who  are 
to  possiss  h  under  certain  stipulaiiuns.  Even 
to  withdraw  the  British  troops  and  abandon 
it  to  the  inhabitants  themselves  would  be  a 
violation  of  this  article. 

"  Stip.  l.Tlien  follow  the  several  stipu- 
"  lations.  The  knights  of  the  order,  whose 
"  la?2gues  (tribes)  continue  to  subsist  afier 
"  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  tlie 
"  present  treaty,  are  invited  to  return  to 
"  Malta  as  soon  as  the  exchange  shall 
"  have  taken  place.  They  shall  then  form 
"  a  general  ciiapter  and  proceed  to  the 
"  election  of  a  grawd  master,  chosen  from 
"  among  the  natives  of  tliose  nations  who 
"  shall  preserve  their  lan^ucs.  Unless  that 
"  election  has  been  already  made  since  the 
"  exchange  of  the  preliminaries!" 

Obs.  The  word  "  ihe7r  am  07ily  mean 
*'  ivbeyi  the  biigbts  shall  he  returned."  And 
so  construed,  the  stipulation  is  perfectly 
clear.  It  may  however  be  objected,  that  if 
the  knights  do  7iot  return  in  compliance  with  the 
visitation,  may  they  not  mfct  tlsc'zvbere  to  elect 
a  grand  riiaslcr,  rather  than  that  the  island 
should  ?iot  he  rtsiored  to  the  order  pursuant  to 
artic.  10. — But  this  objection  is  too  obvious 
to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  negotiations 
at  Amiens,  and  nothing  could  be  mere  ea^y 
than  to  have  worded  this  stipulation  so  as  tn 
leave  the  case  stated  in  the  objection  (v\-ouid 
it  ever  happen)  open  to  discussion.  This  v.'as 
not  done  J  whether  because  the  negciialors 
could  not  agree  upon  making  such  a  provi- 
sion, or  because  they  thought  it  unnecessary, 
or  because  they  knew  (what  I  think  very 
likely)  that  by  the  rules  of  ihe  order  the 
election  of  a  grand  master  must  be  made  in 
the  island,  it  matters  not;  the  stipula- 
tion expressly  directs  such  election  to  be 
made  by  the  knights  then,  i.  e.  when  they 
shall  be  returned;  it  speaks  of  no  other  elec- 
tion ;  it  makes  no  provision  for  future  dis- 
cussion in  case  such  election  should  not  be 
made. 

Obs.  2,  No  election  of  a  grand  master 
v/as  made  between  the  e:ichange  of  the  pre- 
liminaries, and  the  ratifications  of  the  de- 
finitive treaty  J  consequently  the  exception 
conlained  in  the  conclusion  of  this  sLi[)u- 
lation  is  a  nullity. — Stipulntions  2  and  3. 
"  The  governments  of  the  Frent-h  republic, 
[^  and  of  Great  ijrii..in^    desiring   to   place 


"  the  order  and  island  of  Malta  in  a  state 
'•'  of  entire,  independence  with  respect  to 
"  themselves,  agree  that  there  shall  not 
"  be  in  future  either  a  French  or  an  Eng- 
"  lish  langue"  &c.  ike.  then  follow  rules  for 
establishing  and  maintaining  a  Maltese 
lani^ue. 

Obs.  I  stated  thus  much  of  these  stipula- 
tions to  shew  that  tliey  contain  nothing 
relative  to  the  independence  of  the  island  ex- 
clu'iive  of  the  order,  but  only  of  the  order 
and  island  conjunctively,  and  forming  one' 
state— Stipnl.  4  "  The  forces  of  his  Bri- 
"  tannic  Majesty  shall  evacuate  the  island 
"  and  its  dependencies,  within  three  months' 
"  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  or 
"  sooner  if  possible,  ylt  this  epoch  it  shall 
"  he  given  vp  to  the  order  in  its  present  state, 
"  provided  the  grand  master  or  comrnis- 
"  saries,  fully  authorized  according  to  the 
"  rules  of  the  order,  shall  be  in  the  island 
"  to  take  possession,  and  that  the  force 
"  to  wliich  is  to  be  provided  by  his  biciliaa 
"  Majesty,  as  is  hereafter  stipulated,  shall 
"  have  arrived  there." — By  the  terms  of 
this  stipulation  the  evacuation  of  the  island 
by  the  British  troops  is  purely  conditional 
and  ccniingent,  depending  upon  two  joint 
events,  which  the  negotiators  themselves  at' 
Amiens  must  have  knov/n  might  or  might 
not  happen  j  and  which  still  mayor  may 
not  happen.  These  events  are,  the  grand 
master  or  his  lawful  commissaries  being 
in  the  island  to  receive  possession,  and  the 
Neapolitan  troops  arrived  to  secure  that; 
possession  to  the  order.  And  the  condi- 
tions being  conjunctive,  until  both  these 
events  shall  take  place,  the  British  troops 
cannot  evacuate  the  island  without  a  main- 
fest  violation  of  this  stipLdation. — It  may 
perhaps  be  asked, — Are  then  the  British 
troops  ne-ver  to  evacuate  Malta  ?  To  this 
question  the  answer  seems  to  be  as  corn- 
plete  as  it  is  obvious^ — No  other  provision 
for  their  evacuating  it,  than  what  is  con-* 
tained  in  this  4th  stipulation,  is  made  by 
tiie  treaty  of  Amiens ;  and  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  tliere  exists  any  other  engagement 
for  their  evacuating  it. — Slip.  5,  Merely  re- 
gulates the  composition  and  command  of 
the  garrison  after  the  order  shall  be  in  quiet 
possession  and  the  Neapolitan  troops  with- 
drawn ;  on  this  at  present  there  can  be  no 
question. — Stip.  Q.  "  Tlie  independence  of 
"  the  islands  of  Malta,  of  Gezo  and  Co- 
"  mino,  as  v/ell  as  the  present  arrangements, 
"  shall  be  placed  under  the  protection  and 
"  guarantee  of  France,  Great  Britain,  Aus- 
"  Iria,  Spain,  Russia  and  Prussia." — Gbs. 
Whatever  new  ideas  may  be  attached  to 
the  word  "  guarantee  j"  it  does,  by  the  law 
of  nations,    signify,   "A  state,  v/hich,  at 
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*'  the  request  of  other  states,  undertakes  to 
•■*  see  that  those  states  faithfully  execute 
"  some  treaty  or  agreement  into  which 
"  they  have  entered  ;"  consequently  the 
powers,  named  in  this  stipulation,  have  a 
right  to  see  the  treaty  of  Amiens  purrctually 
executed;  but  they  have  acquired  no  other 
right  whatever. — Slip.  7,  8,  Q,  and  10,  con- 
sist entirely  of  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  island,  when  in  the  quiet  pos- 
session of  the  order,  and  are  therefore  inap- 
plicable to  the  present  circumstances. -- 
Sii/'.  11.  "The  regulations  contained  in 
**  the  paragraphs  3,  5,  7,  8,  and  10,  shall 
"  be  converted  into  laws,  and  perpetual 
**  statutes  of  the  order  in  the  customary 
"  manner;  and  the  Grand  Master,  or  if 
"  he  shall  not  be  in  the  island  at  the  time 
"  of  its  restoration,  his  representative,  as 
*■*  well  as  his  successors,  shall  be  bound  to 
"  take  an  oath  to  their  punctual  observ- 
*'  ance." — Ohs.l  insert  this  stipulation  mere- 
ly to  shev/,  that  the  negotiators  at  Amiens 
iiniformly,and  even  anxiously,  adhered  to  the 
idea  and  intention,  that  the  island  should  he 
give?t  u[>  to  the  Order,  and  to  their  Grand  Mas- 
ter only ."^Stip .  11.  '•  His  Sicilian  majesty 
*'  shall  be  invited  to  furnish  2000  men,  na- 
"  tives  of  his  states,  to  serve  as  a  garrison 
*'  in  the  different  fortresses  of  the  said 
''  islands.  That  force  shall  remain  one 
*'  year,  to  bear  date  from  their  restitution 
*',  to  the  knights.  And  if,  at  the  expira- 
*'  tion  of  this  terra,  the  Order  should  not 
"  have  raised  a  force  sufficient,  in  the  judg- 
*'  ment  of  the  guaranteeing  powers,  to 
"  garrison  the  island  and  its  dependencies, 
"  as  is  specified  in  (he  fifth  paragraph;  the 
*'  Neapolitan  troops  shall  continue  there 
"  until  they  shall  be  replaced  by  a  force 
"  deemed  sufficient  by  the  powers,"  Obs. 
The  sole  object  of  this  stipulation  is  to 
provide  a  sufficient  garrison  to  secure  the 
Order  in  its  possession  of  the  island,  until 
the  Order  shall  have  provided  a  sufficient 
garfison  of  its  own  troops.  That  this  is 
clear,  and  that  the  Neapolitan  troops  have 
no  right  to  enter  the  island  until  the  Grand 
Master,  or  his  lawful  representative  is  there 
present  to  receive  them,  manifestly  appears 
from  the  5th  paragraph  to  which  this  sti- 
pulation refc-Ts:  for  .by  that  paragraph  it  is 
expressly  provided,  that,  "The  commander- 
"  ship  in  chief  of  the  garrison,  as  well  as 
*'  the  nomination  of  the  oflicers,  shall  per- 
"  tain  to  the  Grand  Master :  and  this  right 
"  he  cannot  resign,  even  temporarily,  ex- 
*'  cept  in  favour  of  a  knight,  and  in  con- 
*'  curretice  with  the  advice  of  the  council 
"  of  the  Order."— 5'/z/'.  13.  "  The  different 
«  powers  designated  in  the  5ih  paragraph;, 
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"  to  wit,  France,  Great  I^ritain,  Austria, 
"  Spain,  Russia  and  Prussia,  shall  be  invited 
"  to  accede  to  the  present  stipulations." 
And  when  Russia  or  any  other  powers  shall 
have  accepted  the  guarantee,  should  that 
power  call  us  to  evacuate  the  island,  our 
answer  is  ready  ; — "The  preliminary  steps, 
"  the  previous  conditions,  expressly  direct- 
"  ed,  and  therefore  indispensably  necessary, 
"  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  are  not  yet 
"  performed,  but  they  nijjy  be  performed 
"  hereafter.  Until  there  be  a  Grand  Mas- 
"  ter  elected,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
"  Order,  and  present,  either  in  person,  ot 
"  by  his  lawful  commissaries,  in  the  island, 
"  and  until  2000  Neapolitan  troops  shall 
"  have  arrived,  the  British  troops  cannot; 
"  evacuate  the  island,  without  an  undenia- 
"  ble  contravention  of  that  treaty  of 
"  Amiens,  of  which  you  profess  to  be  a 
"  guarantee.''  Such  is  the  only  answer 
which  our  ministers  can  honourably  or  ho- 
nestly give,  I  mean  honestly  with  respect  to 
their  own  country  and  the  Order  of  Malta, 
to  v/hom  both  the  British  and  French  go- 
vernments have  bound  themselves  to  restore 
the  island.  I  hope  our  ministers  have  given 
this  answer,  and  that  they  will  adhere  to  it. 
Should  any  change  of  circumstances  require 
a  different'  answer,  it  will  be  soon  enough 
to  think  of  it  when  the  previous  conditions, 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  evacuation, 
shall  be  performed. — 13ut  the  writer  of  the 
article,  above  copied  from  the  St.  James's 
Chronicle,  tells  us,  that  the  Emperor  luill 
accept  the  guarantee  of  Malta,  as  soon  as 
some  alterations  shall  hi  rrade  in  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  relative  to  that  point. 
And  are  v/e  then  to  purchase  this  guarantee 
by  any  additional  cessions  to  those  we  have 
already  made,  pursuant  to  the  resiitutional 
treaty  of  Amiens?  Are  we  to  admit  and 
pay  Neapolitan  troops  to  keep  possession  of 
the  island  until  the  French  government  shall 
order  them  to  evacuate  it  ?  or  is  the  gua- 
fantee  to  be  changed  into  a^ar?ison  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  for  the  more  effectually 
securing  the  independence  of  Maltha  ?  I  hope 
not.  Yet  it  is  a  very  prevalent  opinion, 
that  some  negotiation  is  on  foot,  relative  to 
the  evacuation  of  this  island  ;  and  the  bare 
suspicion  of  negotiation,  where  there  exist;* 
no  honest  or  honourable  subject  of  negotia- 
tion, is  extremely  alarming.  For  niyself, 
I  will  only  say,  faustiorc  tamen,  ut  precor, 
omine,  as  Mr.  Dundas  said  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  that  the  minister  who  shall 
dare  to  evacu.-:!te  Malta,  except  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
of  Amieus.,  will  deserve  to  lose  his  head. 

Igkotus. 
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Extract  from  the  "MWitcUr  tf  the  \Oth  J.ir.uary^  1S03. 

The  letter  which  is  about  to  be  stated,  has  been 
sent  to  the  chiet  of  tlie  secret  police*.  We  have 
though',  tliat  coinujg  from  a  mati  better  able  th^n 
any  other  to  know  the  labyrinth  and  the  atrocity 
of  the  pU)ts  of  the  formei  Erij;lish  ministir,  be- 
cause he  participated  in  every  iritriguf,  this  letter 
^vill  be  of  some  interest  to  the  people*of  France. 
Those  atrocious  men,  who  threw  into  Qjiiberon 
the  (lower  of  our  old  olUcers  of  marine,  to  have 
them  sacrificed,  have  not  ceased  to  have  in  their 
pay  secret  as'^assins,  always  ready  to  strike  in  the 
dark,  like  the  assassins  of  the  Old  Man  of  the 
Mountain  in  the  time  of  St.  Louis;  it  was  they 
ivho  recommended  and  paid  the  3d  Niv..'>;e,  and 
Georges,  Dutlied,  the  old  liishop  of  Arras,  who 
were  the  piincipal  instruments  ot  that  abominable 
pint,  enjoy  puldic  protection  and  a  large  pension 
in  Kngland.  They  have  armed  tlie  French  against 
tlie  French,  under  divers  pretexts;  but  having  for 
object  the  annihilation  of  us.  They  have  wished 
to  realize  what  they  had  engraved  upon  their 
charts,  to  cfl'acc  the  beantiful  France  from  the  Ca- 
ble ot  Europe-an  powers. — Inhabitants  of  i>a  Ven- 
due, the  Morbihan,  the  Cotes  du  Nord,  theManche, 
the  Orne,  it  is  above  all  to  you  that  this  is  ad- 
dressed. l"]ie  levy  of  the  conscripts  was  com- 
pleted among  you  with  great  eagerness.  When 
your  prefects  gave  an  account  of  this  to  the  F'irst 
Consul—''  It  is  the  best  proof  (said  he)  that  they 
could  give  me,  that  they  are  grateful  for  all  I  have 
done  for  them,  antliheir  sincere  desire  is  to  repair 
their  own  evils  moie  t'lan  those  of  otheis,  because 
they  are  the  part  of  the  family  that  has  sufftrtd 
the  most." — -Alore  than  any  other  part  also,  yon 
have  injuries  to  punish,  and  if  ever  these  wretches 
excite  war  upon  the  continent,  you  will  revenge 
your  miscrits  and  your  disasters. — These  men, 
■who  have  paid  for  the  commission  of  all  crimes, 
are  devoted  to  the  contempt  of  Europe.  Cast  a 
look  at  the  Island  of  Jersey.  It  is  still  filled  witli 
brigands,  who  quit  it  only  to  disturb  your  tran- 
quillity. That  infamous  Georges  sold  you  to  them, 
and  wlien  the  chiefs,  who  at  dilTcrent  times  have 
been  at  the  head  of  the  civil  war,  but  who  always 
preserved  a  Frerch  character,  such  as  Chatillon, 
Dautirhamp,  &c.  shall  have  wiitttn  all  the  atroci- 
ties which  are  in  their  knowledge,  posterity  will 
place  the  Grenvilles,  the  WIndhams,  in  the  rank 
of  persons  who  liave  dishonoured  modern  F.urop'e. 
But  happily  those  times  are  passed.  It  i~  in  v:iin 
that  these  terrible  men  woidd  scatter  gold — they 
can  no  longer  divide  us.  I'he  French  of  all  par- 
ties, of  all  opinions,  rallied  and  united,  will  iistain 
the  glory  and  grandeur  of  their  country — for  all 
remain  now  persuaded,  lint  it  was  wished  to  eiiect 
the  destruction  and  misery  ot  France.  Bat  if,  when 
divided,  wc  Isave  always  rendered  their  plots  use- 
less; if  we  have  extentJed  our  limits  to  tne  boun- 
daries of  ancient  Gaul;  if  we  have  had  the  power 
to  extend  them  further;  if  we  have  stopped,  it  is 
becjiitse  we  willed  it,— -Who  would  dare  to  attack 
lis  1!  !  So  long  as  wg  shall  remiin  united,  so  long 
as  we  sh:4ll  not  lend  a  guilty  ear  to  the  insurrcc- 
tioirs  of  hired  and  bribed  men,  they  will  rage  with 
jeahmsy  in  belu  Iding  us, — They  may  serve  some 
plots;  try  poison  and  the  poiniard,  the  arms  of 
cowards.     'Fhcy  keep   ahvays   in    reserve  and  load 

*  We  do  not  insert  this  letter  here.  It's  object 
•will  be  seen  from  the  close  of  this  article  It  is,  of 
itself,  of  no  importance,  either  in  onr  eyes  or  those 
of  the  Moniteur,  which  has  made  use  of  it  as  a 
pretext;  to  introduce  a  new  attack  on  this  countn-, 
which  attack  it  is  oai  business  to  comment  on. 


with  benefits  the  agents  who  have  served  tliem  m 
their  ciiminal  aitempf: — it  is  because  I  hey  reckon 
upon  making  use  of  them  again.  When  states 
have  no  resouice  but  in  crimes;  ■when  the  chiefs 
and  leaders  of  a  nation,  who  as  John  the  First 
said,  "  otight  ever  to  be  the  refuge  of  honour  and 
public  morality,"  live  and  conlide  only  in  such 
hopes,  then  a  nation  is  very  ill  governed  :  the 
fnst  effect  of  crime  is  always  to  fall  upon  him  wh.o 
meditates  it. — The  letter  is  fiom  a  person  named 
Rcitonnier,  who,  noticing  the  last  invective  in  the 
Moniteur,  oppo.ses  the  idea  of  placing  the  emi- 
grants, Dandic  and  Dutheil,  in  the  same  class. 
Fie  asserts  that  Dandre,  tiiough  he  directed  tiie 
operations  of  the  royal  agency  at  Paris,  never  ma- 
nifested an  opinion  tending  to  the  assassination  of 
any  one,  even  the  directors;  and  that  he  recom- 
mended it  to  him  to  avoid  all  connexion  with  the 
F-ngli,-.h  agents,  except  for  the  purpose  of  discom- 
fiting their  plots,  -which  tended  all,  he  adds,  to  the 
keeping  up  civil  war  in  France. 


Having  seen,  in  the  newspapers,  some 
lines,  entilled  "  An  Ode  for  the  Netv 
Year,  by  H.  J.  Pye,  Esq."  we  thought  we 
would  turn  our  hand  to  a  similar  composi- 
tion ;  but,  having  counted  oar  fingt^rj  for  se- 
veral hours  to  no  purpose,  we  had  recourse 
to  Mr.  Sheridan's  mode  of  obtaining  fame, 
and  were  about  to  pass  the  following  versss 
as  our  own,  'till  a  friend  represented  to  us, 
ihat  to  such  a  privilege  no  one  was  entitled 
but  a  "  lu'iUy  senator,'" 


ODE    FOR    THE    NEW    YE.\R. 

Kxti  acted  from  Brwim'i  *'  Cock  and  tin  Fox.'' 

The  plot  contiiv'd,  before  the  break  of  day, 
Sly  Rertiiid  through  the  hedge  had  made  his  ways 
The  pale  was  next,  but  proiidly,  with  a  bound, 
He  Icap'd  the  fence  of  the  forbidden  ground; 
Yet,  fearing  to  be  seen,  within  a  bed 
Of  colewort-.  he  conceal'd  his  wily  head  ; 
There  skulk'd  'till  afternoon,  and  watch'd  his  Umt 
(As  nrurd'rers  use)  to  [>eipetrate  his  crime, 
O  /T\ipocritc,  ingenious  to  destroy  1 

0  trainer,  -woise  than  Sinon  was  to  Troy  I 
The  Cock,  that  of  his  flesh  was  ever  free, 
Sung  meriier  than  the  merrnaid  in  the  sea  : 
And  so  befell,  tliat  as  he  cast  his  eye, 
Among  the  colewiirts,   on  a  butterflv. 

He  saw  false  Renaxi,  ndiere  he  lay  fall  low; 

1  need  not  swear  he  had  no  list  to  crow; 

But,  cry' (\,  cock  !  cock!  and  gave  a  sudden  start, 

As  sore  dismay'd  and  frighted  at  his  heart. 

But,  the  false  loon,  who  could  not  work  his  wil! 

By  o\ycn  force,  employ'd  his  flatt'ring  skill — 

"   1  hope,  my  loid,"  said  he,  "  I  not  ofl'end  ; 

Are  you  afraid  of  me,  that  am  your  friend  : 

I  were  a  beast  indeed  to  do  you  wrong  ; 

I,  who  have  lov'd  and  honour'd  you  so  long; 

Stay,  gentle  Sir,  nor  take  a  false  alarm, 

For.  on  my  soul,  I  never  meant  yon  hatm  : 

I  come  no  spy,  nor  as  a  traitor  press, 

To  learn  the  secrets  of  your  sott  recess  : 

Far  be  from  Rcnard  so  profane  a  thought. 

But  by  the  sweetness  of  your  voice  was  broiighf. 

And,  since  1  speak  of  singing,  let  mc  say, 

As  with  an  upright  heart  I  safely  may, 

That,   save  yourself,    there  breathes   not   on    ih^ 

ground, 
One  like  your  father  for  a  silver  sound. 


As  he,  to  raise  his  voice,  with  artful  care, 
(What  will  not  beaux  atrtmpt  tr>  please  the  fair  ?) 
On  tiptoe  stood  to  sing  with  greater  strength. 
And  stietch'd  his  comely  neck  at  all  the  length  ; 
And,  while  he  strain'd  his  voice  to  pierce  the  skies, 
As  saints  in  raptures  use,  would  s/iut  his  eyts, 
That,    the    sound   striving   through    the    narrow 

throat, 
His  winking  rnight  avail  to  mend  the  note  " 
I'he  Cock  was  pleas'd  to  hear  him  speak  so  fair, 
And  proud  beside,  as  stupid  people  are; 
Nor  could  the  tre:no'i  from  the  truth  descry, 
So  was  he  ravish'd  with  his  flattery. 
Then  Chanticleer,  of  whom  the  story  sings. 
Stood  high  upon  his  toes,  and  clapt  his  winj^'s; 
Then  stretch'd  his  neck,  and  luini'd  ■wuh  both  hh 

■   ^ysi, 
Ambitious  as  he  sought  th'  Olympic  prize. 
But,  while  he  pain'd  himsclt  to  raise  hib  note. 
False  Renii'ii  rush' <i,  and  causht  him  by  the  thtoit. 

FOREIGN  COUNTPxIES. 

Constnnfinop/e,  Dec  8.— <The  Porte  iias  received 
the  disagreeable  intelligence,  that  its  army  in 
J.gypt  has  been  entirely  defeated  by  the  Beys. — • 
1  he  French  Charge  d'Aflaires,  Citizen  Rutlin,  has 
complained  of  the  preference  granted  by  the  Port?; 
to  the  English  navigation  in  the  Black  Sea, — Col. 
Sebastiani  has  legitimated  himself  at  Cairo,  as 
French  plenipo.  in  the  whole  of  the  Levant.  After 
he  had  taken  a  view  of  every  thing  remaikable  at 
Cairo,  and  had  executed  the  com.aiissions  lie  had 
in  charge,  he  proceeded  to  Suez. 

MUari,  Dec.  i6  —It  is  i-Aa  in  the  Gazettes  here, 
that  after  the  departure  of  the  King  of  Ltruria,  a 
Tuscan  deputation  waited  on  the  French  (Jcn. 
Clarke,  at  Florence,  to  express  the  wish  of  the 
country,  that  they  might  either  receive  ag<iin  the 
Gr.irid  Duke  as  sovereign,  or,  if  this  could  not  be 
complitd  with,  that  the  First  Consul  would  be 
pleased  to  i)lace  himself  at  the  head  of  the  govt. 
of  I  uscany,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  in  the 
Italian  republic.  Gen.  Clarke  received  this  depu- 
tati<m  very  favourably,  and  a.^sured  them,  that 
he  would  transmit  their  wishes  to  the  First  Con- 
sul. 

Pttenhurgh,  Dec.  i8.  — By  virtue  of  a  convention 
concluded  with  the  Pope,  our  court  has  accepted 
and  recognized  M.  Arezzo  as  nuncio  from  his  Ho- 
liness, on  condition  that  he  shall  abstain  from  all 
rights  of  jurisdiction,  over  the  catholics  in  the 
Russian  Empire,  and  that  he  shall  not  exercise  any 
apostolic  functions. 

Frngui,  Dec.  24. — Yesterday  her  royal  highness 
the  diuchess  dowager  of  Parma  arrived  here  iSMder 
the  discharge  of  cannon,  andaliglited  at  the  Royal 
Tower,  where  preparations  hail  been  made  for  her 
reception. 

Biuueh,  Dec:  26. —  A  squadron  is  now  fitting  out 
in  Dunkirk,  whicli  is  to  take  on  board  troops  ami 
artillery  for  the  French  possessions  i-n  the  East 
Indies,  that  is,  for  Pondieherry<  Such  men  are 
particularly  selected  for  the  troops  as  have  already 
been  accust-omed  to  warm  Ciimates  in  Itily  and 
tgypt. 

Hague,  Dec.  28  — The  day  before  yesterday  ar- 
rived here  Ca;sar  Beithier,  who  is  going  to  Louisia- 
na as  chief  of  the  stall  under  Gen.  Victor.  The 
latter  has  made  a  journey  to  Helvoetshrys  to  re- 
view the  armament  with  which  he  is  to  sail,  wiib.in 
a  month,  for  Louisiana.  The  transports  in  this 
armament,  which  are  to  take  on  board  60, ceo 
troops,  will  be  escoitcd  by  thiee  ships  of  war.  At 
the  same  time  another  fleet,  with  tioops  and  rolo- 
niits,  will  bail  from  P,.ochloit  for  LoulsiARa.     It  i- 
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said,  that  the  French  will,  at  the  s'ame  time,  take 
possession  of  F^lorida.  ... 

B.^ine,  J,iii.  /^  The  Helvetic  govt,  has  addressed 
the  Gen.  in  Chief,  that  the  arms  taken  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Swit.';erland  may  remain  deposited 
in  the  arsenals  of  Btrne,  Zurich,  Lucerne,  Soleure, 
^c.  but  (ien.  Key  has  received  new  and  very  pie- 
cise  ord.crs  to  transport  the  artillery,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  to  Geneva  and  Lausanne, —J.i".  6. 
Gen.  Ney  and  his  wife  set  out  ytsteiday  for  Basle. 
The  decree  Of  the  French  Consuls,  laying  a  duly 
of  4  per  cent,  upon  the  importation  of  foreign 
muslins,  has  very  much  injured  th^  Swiss  manu- 
factories, p;;rtlcularly  that  of  St.  CJall.  Strong  re- 
presentations iiHve  been  made  to  the  Helvetic  mi- 
nister at  Paris,  on  the. subject- 

R.ilUhou,  J.i;7.  5.— This  day  a  courier  from  Paris 
brought  to  the  French  minister  the  news,  that  ua 
the  25th  ult.  was  signed  at  Paris,  a  convention 
which  legulatcs  the  indemnities  of  the  House  of 
Austria  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. — J^n.  6. 
We  e-xpcct  here,  with  much  interest,  the  leturn  of 
a  French  courier  sent  to  Petersbutg,  to  invite 
the  Emperor  to  accede  to  the  convention  conclud- 
ed at  Paris  by  Joseph  Buonaparte  and  Count  Co- 
bentze!,.  and  which  determines,  in  a  definitive  man- 
ner, the  indemnities  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tus- 
cany.— The  day  before  yesterday  a  courier  p-issed 
through  this  city  with  the  convention  relative  to 
the  indemnities  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  luscany, 
which  htf  was  cairying  to  Vienna,  to  besubmittd 
to  the  ratification  oi  his  Impeiial  Majesty. —  The 
deputation  of  the  Empire  held  its  36th  sitting  the 
day  before  yesterdiiy,  when,  o\\  the  observation  of 
the  directorial  minister,  that  there  was  nothinjj 
new  since  the  last  sitting,  a  conclusum  was  adopt- 
ed, importing  that  the  Directory  should  transmit: 
to  the  Diet,  in  the  accustomed  forms,  the  report  of 
the  deputation,  which  it  should  communicate  to 
tlie  Imperial  plenipo.  and  pray  him  at  the  same 
time  to  make  his  report  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 
— Th.-  report  of  tbe  extra,  deputation  was  cairicd 
to  the  dictatnre  of  the  Diet  yesterday  by  the  diiec- 
torial  minister  of  Mayence. 

.Swif/f,  yw;2.  7.— Gen.  Belliafd  has  received  or- 
ders trom  the  First  Consul  to  make  preparation-; 
for  forming  a  carnn  of  1:^000  men  in  the  environs 
of  Brussels.  The  troops  which  are  to  compose  it, 
will  be  drawn  fiorn  the  24th  3t>d  a^th  milvc.  divi- 
sions, and  will  be  reviewed  by  the  First  Consul  ii\ 
pel  son,  during  his  stay  wkhin  our  walls.  Gen. 
BcUiard  has  brought  us  this  intelligence,  on  his  re- 
t»u  n  from  the  capital. 

PatU,  Jan.  12.— An  ndve'ifwer  who  had  aSkUmeJ 
the  name  of  Fox,  and  wIki  called  himself  an  En- 
glishman, and  a  Colonel  in  1  he  service  of  Uiissia, 
was  arrested  at  Liege  on  the  4th  in>t.  On  being 
taken  before  a  magistrate,  he  said  his  name  was 
Falk,  and  thu  he  was  a  native  of  Mons.  He  is  sus- 
pictul  of  Sti'LTdl  S'lviil-l/'ilfT  t'icl-i. 

fOKF.lGN     OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 

PrcclamiU(0!i  of  the  Colonial  Prefect  of  St.  Dominic  fo 
the  Army  nnd  to  the  Inhabilanti  of  that  Lcldry,  date.l 
'ill'  NoTe.'/il'cr: 

Ciiizcns  Soldiers, — The  night  tvhich  has  just 
passed,  is  a  night  of  mourning  for  ns.  The  Com- 
ifiandei-  ifi  Chief,  Lecterc,  your  Caniain-Gcneral, 
'is  no  more  !  an  incurable  disorder  has  snatched 
him  from  you;  He  had  scarce  reached  the  prima 
of  his  life;  but  he  was  a  conytieror  in  battle,  and 
he  \v;is  v.'ise  h\  coiuuil.  He  w«s  at  once  a  hero 
a;id  a  ^agc.  Tlie  brut her-in-law  of  Ruonaparti'  i» 
n()  TU'TC  !  hut  he  \vill  live  in  ynir  hearts.  rf.e 
bii^juds.  of  whom  he  v^.s  ihe  tcirjr,   wiii  itjoi'.'" 
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at  his  death  ;  tut  you  will  punish  them  for  thtir 
detestable  jov.  1  he  General  oi'  Di%'ision,  Rocham- 
Leau,  will  take  the  place  of  General  Leclerc.  He 
has  juct  delivered  the  South  and  the  East  fiom  the 
bantiiiti  hy  -O'lioin  they  were  desolated.  He  is  tlie 
peison  chosen  by  the  Goveiiiment,  and  by  the 
General  whose  loss  you  lament. — The  French  Go- 
vernment watch.es  over  you,  and  will  never  aban- 
don ycu.—Vr.uic,  Colonial  Prefect. 

P.  Bcjrr,  Gt-r.e'-nl  of  Brig.ide,  to  the  Mlnisler  of  Marine 
end  Coknies,  Jjhd  Noi'ei-ihcr  g. 
Citizen  Ministe.-, — General  Leclere  died  on  the 
tiight  between  the  i:.t  and  2d  November.  In  him 
the  army  has  lost  a  father  -wliose  only  care  w.is  to 
promote  its  happiness  and  glory.  The  colony  has 
lost  a  Governor  v/hofc  only  ambition  was  to  pro- 
mo: e  its  prosper'ty.  He  called  me  to  receive  his 
last  wishes,  which  I  r.oramunicate  wiih  this  letter. 
The  army  is  in  nnourning  for  the  loss  of  its  Gene- 
ral, and  St.  Domingo  will  for  ever  regret  o*ie  who 
Tvished  to  ensure  its  happiness  and  tranquillity. 
— I  have  the  honour,  &c. — Boycr. 

nCiid-Qu.irtns  at  tlw  Cote,  Nov.  1,  three  o  Clock  in 
tlie  Morning. 
P.  liover.  General  of  Brigade,  certifies  and  at- 
tests, that  General  I.eclerc  caused  him  to  he 
called  into  his  presence,  and  ordered  that  a  ves- 
sel should  be  dispatched  to  acquaint  General  Ro- 
chambeau,  that  he  should  succeed  him  (General 
Leclerc)  as  C?.ptain-Gencral,  and  al^-o  as  Com- 
mnnder  in  CluLt  of  the  Army,  &c.  &e. — [Then 
follows  a  Journal  sent  by  Peyre,  Physician  in 
Chief  to  the  Army  of  St.  Domingo,  containing  an 
account  of  the  illness  of  General  Leclerc,  which 
terminated  in  his  death.] 

The  General  '.f  Biigade,  Chief  f  the  Etat-Major  r,f  the 
j!rv  y  'f  Si'i'it  Domingo,  to  the  Minister  of  Marir.e 
end  Ca/y/.iei. 

CitizFB  Minister, — In  the  month  of  June  Tous- 
Saint  Louverture  was  arrested  and  sent  to  France. 
The  plots  of  that  brigand  being  at  an  end,  tran- 
tjuillity  was  more  than  ever  assured.  The  organi- 
sation of  the  colony  m.adc  every  day  a  new  pro- 
gress, and  the  justest  hopes  promised  to  the  unfor- 
tunate colonists,  future  prosperity,  and  seemed  to 
announce  tlie  end  of  their  evils.  They  approached 
the  haven. — The  disarming  of  the  negroes,  an  es- 
sential operatifjn,  and  tlie  tirst  basis  of  tranquillity, 
was  pursued  with  as  much  activity  as  success. — 
Some  sli?jht  insurrections  brolce  out.  A  man  of 
the  name  of  Sans  Scuci,  hitherto  contbundcd 
am.ongst  th.e  negroes,  assembled  around  him  seve- 
ral unfortunate  Congos,  and  endeavoured  to  set 
fire  to  the  habitations.  Pursued  by  the  general 
■who  commatided  in  the  nortliern  part,  he  escaped 
into  the  most  disinnt  ?vIoincs,  and  we  heard  no 
snore  of  hini. —  I  he  hear  was,  however,  excessive  ; 
it  became  impossible  to  make  any  movement.  'I  he 
Jeaat  elevated  moines  prestnied  to  us  obstacles 
proportioned  to  the  inconvenlencies  of  the  tempe- 
rature. The  number  of  brigands  increased.  Our 
liospitals  v/ere  filled  with  sick,  and  everyday  the 
sickness  marie  new  rav3gf;s.  The  brigatids  cal- 
culated its  progress  v/ith  a  secret  joy. — 'I'he  insur- 
rection i  cached  the  quarters  of  Marmalade,  Don- 
don,  and  Moustique :  our  troops  were  every 
Avh.ere,  and  fought  v/ith  courage.  The  quarters 
were  re-conquered,  and  a  part  of  the  brigands  pu- 
nished and  dis<;rmed. — In  the  latter  end  of  August, 
Ch.  Kelair,  an  atrocious  African,  who  had  hithcfrto 
submitted  to  lite  republic,  rose  in  insurrection  on 
ihs  heights  vi  Artibunite.    Apa.' ty  of  the  colonial 


troops,  who  had  been  !n  onr  pay,  joined  hlra. 
After  difl'erent  combats,  the  wretch  was  taken» 
with  his  horrible  Avife.  A  military  commission 
ccindcmned  him  to  death  on  the  15th  of  October. — • 
In  tlie  south,  dilTercnt  partial  insurrections  equally 
obliged  our  troops  to  leave  iheir  quarters.  Gene- 
ral Desbureaus  put  the  brigands  to  the  route,  and 
succeeded  in  re-establishing  tranquillity. — The  ne- 
gro Domnge  revolted  in  the  quarter  of  Jercmie,  and 
burnt;  sever.il  habitations.  This  wretch  was  ar- 
lested,  tried,  and  put  to  death. — The  quarters  of 
Le'^gane,  Jacmel,  and  Bains,  were  also  the  theatre 
of  didereiit  insurrections.  Our  troops  every  wheic 
quelled  them,  and  the  chiefs  died  the  death  of  cri- 
minals.— Since  then,  the  southern  part  has  been 
tianquil.  The  Spanish  part  is  defended  by  the 
white  population  rising  en  tvasse,  and  who  have 
d«nc  ample  justice  to  all  the  negroes  who  attempt- 
ed to  penetrate  thither. — The  northern  part  is  a 
prey  to  the  most  dreadful  disturbances.  Dessa- 
lines,  Clervaux,  and  Christophe  are  with  the  bri- 
gands. Their  boldness  increases  with  our  weak- 
ness. Maurepas  and  a  great  number  of  the  chiefs 
ate  arrested,  and  are  on  board  the  se]uadron. — In 
the  beginning  (;f  November  the  general  in  chief, 
seeing  the  season  a  little  improved,  and  impatient 
to  repress  a  troop  of  those  Africans  who  had  taken 
a  position  before  the  Cape,  in  the  plain  of  the 
north,  ordered  general  Bruaet  to  fall  back  uptyi 
him,  resolving  to  disperse  the  brigands;  but  faTe 
had  decided  otherwise.  He  fell  sick  in  the  latter 
end  of  October,  and  died  on  the  2d  of  November. 
— The  army,  witnesses  of  his  solicitude,  his  con- 
stant labour,  and  indefatigable  activity,  wept  for 
him  as  a  chief  and  a  father. — At  the  report  of  his 
death,  the  brigands  advanced  with  dreadful  cries; 
but  the  geneial  of  division  Clausel,  every  where 
checked  them. — On  the  6th  of  November  circum- 
stances becoming  more  urgent,  and  the  generals 
rts()lviri2  not  to  wait  any  longer  for  general  Ro- 
ch:^mheau,  a  general  attack  took  place.  The 
enemy  were  every  where  repulsed  and  pursued  : 
they  evacuated  the  plains,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
inornes. — We  expect  with  impatience  the  500 
men,  <jf  which  the  86th  made  part:  we  reckoned 
on  their  arrival  in  the  latter  end  of  September,  and 
they  have  not  yet  appeared. — The  sickness  has 
made  dreadlul  ravages;  the  oldest  men  never  re- 
member a  year  so  sickly. — Some  time  before  his 
cleatn,  General  Leclerc  ticinMiiitced  sealed  instnir- 
tions  for  general  Rochambeau,  whom  a  vessel  went 
in  search  of.  General  Watrin  has  set  out  to  re- 
place him.  What  was  provided  in  the  instruc- 
tions has  been  punctually  executed. —  General 
Du-gua,  chief  of  the  Etat-Major,  died  in  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  after  a  few  days  illness. — The  ra- 
vages begin  at  length  to  diminish,  although  the 
season  has  been  considerably  ticlayed,  and  there 
has  not  been  as  much  rain  as  we  had  reason  to  ex- 
pect at  this  time  of  the  year. — Health  and  respect, 
(Signed)  Beyer. 

~  DOMESTIC. 

Yesterdrty  being  the  anniversary  of  the  festival 
in  honour  of  the  birth  of  Her  Majesty,  who  com- 
pleted the  58th  year  of  her  age  on  the  tgth  of  May 
last,  the  same  was  observed  with  the  usual  splen- 
dour and  magnificence.  The  court  was  numerously- 
attended. 

From  the  London  G;!~.ctte,  Jan.  i  ?,  1SC3.  White- 
i:::.'l,  J^n.y,  iSo2- — The  King  has  been  graciou.<;ly 
pleased,  in  consideration  of  the  signal  and  very 
di  itinguished  services  performed  to  his  Majesty, 
and  to  his  ally,  the  Ottoman  Emperor,  by  Sir 
William  Sidney  Smith,   Knight,  Command«r  and 
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Grand  C"ros5of  the  'Royal  Swedish  Military  Order 
of  the  Swoid,  a  c.<ptHin  in  the  royal  navy,  and  re- 
prcscnttftive  for  the  city  of  Rochesiti-  in  tlie  par- 
lianitnt  of  the  United  Kingdom;  and  to  evince  the 
sense  which  his  Majesty  entertains  of  the  great 
ability  and  heroic  perseverance  manifested  by  him, 
the  said  Sir  V{.  S.  Smith,  upon  divers  occasions, 
and  more  especially  ot  his  able  and  highly  distin- 
guished conduct  in  the  defence  of  the  town  of  St. 
John  d'Acre,  in  Syiia,  in  the  year  1799,  his  royal 
licence  and  authority,  that  lie  may  bear  the  fol- 
loiving  honourable  augmentations  to  the  armorial 
ensigns  borne  by  his  family,  viz.  on  the  Cheveron 
a  Wreath  of  Lauie!,  accompanied  by  Two  Crosses 
Calvary;  and,  on  a  Chief  of  Augmentation,  the 
Interior  of  an  ancient  Fortification,  in  perspective; 
in  the  Angle  a  Breach  ;  and,  on  the  sides  of  the 
said  Breach,  the  Standard  of  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
and  the  Union  of  Great  Britain,  as  then  displayed: 
and,  for  Crest,  the  Imperial  Ottoinan  Chelengk,  or 
Plume  of  Triumph,  upon  a  Turl>an  ;  in  allusion  to 
the  highly  honourable  and  distinguished  Decora- 
tion transmitted  by  his  sa^d  Imperial  Majesty  to 
Sir  W.  S.  Smith,  in  testimony  of  his  esteem,  and  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  meritorious  exertions  in 
tlie  aforesaid  defence:  and  the  family  crest,  viz. 
A  Leopard's  Head,  collared  and  lined,  issuant  out 
of  an  Oriental  Crown.  1  Jie  said  arms  and  crests 
to  be  borne  by  him  the  said  Sir  W.  S.  Smith,  and 
by  his  issue,  together  with  tlie  motto — "  cauR  de 
HON."  And,  although  t!ie  privilege  of  bearing 
supporters  be  limited  to  the  peers  of  the  realm,  the 
kniglits  of  his  ?viajesty's  orders,  and  the  proxies 
of  princes  of  the  blood  royal  at  installations,  ex- 
cept in  such  cases  wherein,  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances, his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant 
his  especial  licence  for  the  use  thereof;  yet,  in  or- 
der to  give  a  further  testimony  of  his  Majesty's 
particular  approb.uion  of  tlie  services  of  tlie  said 
Sir  W.  i).  Smith,  lie  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
sUow  him  to  hear,  for  supporters  to  his  aims,  A 
Tiger  guardant,  navally  crowned  ;  in  the  Month 
a  Palm  Branch,  being  the  symbsl  of  'Victory,  sup- 
porting the  Union  Flag  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 
inscription  "  JERUSALEM,  1799."  upon  the 
Cross  of  St.  George  ;  and  A  Lamb,  muially  crown- 
ed ;  in  the  Month  an  Olive  Branch,  being  the 
fymbol  of  Peace,  supporting  the  Banner  of  Jeiu- 
salem  :  the  said  armorial  ensigns  being  first  duly 
exemplitied  according  to  the  laws  of  arms,  and  re- 
corded in  the  Heralds'  OlFicc. — And  also  to  order, 
that  this  Ivis  Majcs;y's  said  concession,  and  espe- 
cial mark  ot  his  royal  favour,  be  registered  iu  his 
college  of  arms. 

Limerick,  J, in.  8. — Last  week  M,  Apjohn,  E?q. 
and  Capt.  R.  Lloyd  having  received  ptiv.^te  inti- 
mation of  a  large  quantity  of  iron  beinc;  brought 
into  the  village  of  l^allis  green,  in  this  county,  ihey 
v/eiit  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  on  the  4th  inst.  to 
the  forge  of  one  Darkly,  anti  oliserving  5  per.^ons 
therein,  broke  in  at  the  front  door,  and  st cured 
'i'hos.  Titrney,  the  other  4  having  escap-d.  In 
the  forge  was  found  a  number  of  pikes  quite  hot. 
Tierney  was  committed  to  the  county-gaol. — Some 
days  past  intelligence  was  received,  that  a  rising 
■would  take.  On  Thursday  last  such  information 
was  received  as  rendered  It  the  duty  of  the  civil 
and  military  powers  to  take  every  precaution. 
Crowds  of  inhabitants  with  the  Mayor  and  Sheri-Ts 
repaired  to  the  Exchange,  and  remained  under 
arms.  The  several  corps  of  yeomatuy,  &c.  with  a 
.squ.4dron  of  the  9th  Lt.  Diagoons  remained  sta- 
tioned at  their  ports.  At  7  o'clock  on  the  above 
night,  a  party  of  about  50  attacked  the  house  of 
Lt.  Coi.  Bouichicr,  at  Kilrush,  within  14  miles  of 
tJiis  city.    On  brsakiui;   mfo  the  hywse,  the  first 


person  they  met  to  oppose  thctii  ffas  a  faithful 
servant  whom  the  Col.  had  brought  from  the  reg, 
I'his  man  they  hacked  in  a  barbarous  manner. 
The  Col.  was  that  night  at  Limerick,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  he  and  his  servant  were  their  intended 
victims.  Owing  to  the  spirited  conduct  of  Lt. 
M'Mahon,  who  happened  to  call  that  evening.  Mrs, 
Bourchier  and  her  children  were  protected  from 
the  brutal  rage  of  the  rebels.  After  entirely  de- 
stroying the  furniture  of  the  house,  windows,  &:c. 
taking  all  the  hre  arms  with  them,  they  broke 
open  the  stables,  took  thereout  six  horses.  Only 
one  of  the  rebels  have  been  yet  apprehended. 
They  declared  that  jhcre  would  be  a  general  rifinig 
of  their  friends,  on  that  night ;  on  the  hill  df 
Knockgreany,  and  other  rising  ground.i,  lights 
were  visible,  supposed  to  bes!gn;'.ls. 

Bills  of  indictment  have  been  foimd  against 
Dc^pard  and  his  associates,  thirteen  in  all,  who 
will  be  tried  on  the  5th  of  February. 

Bunkruft^. — Hodges,  T.  Warehom,  dealer. — 
Brooks,  J.  Liverpool,  porter-brewer. — Irvine,  S.- 
Manchester, manufacturer. — Higgins,  J.  and  R, 
Birmingham,  platers. — Epps,  W.  and  J.  Epsom 
Innkeepers. — Hughes,  H.  and  M.  -Moijrhouse, 
Manchester,  dealers. — Pierson,  T.  and  W.  Sarn- 
mcn.  Milk-street,  Irish  factors. — Castley,  R.  Don«- 
caster,  horse-dealer. — Watson,  J.  Lynn,  druggist. 
—  Sturges,  J.  Northampton,  dealer. — Younghuo- 
band,  R.  Tower-bill,  merchant. — Jones,  H.  Cow- 
lane,  cheesemonger. — Banks,  C.  Yorlc,  bookseller, 
— Sutton,  E.  Liverpool,  soap-boiler. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
\Vc  concluded  our  last  Summary  with  an 
intimation  of  our  design  to  attemi)t,  in  ti-ui 
course  of  our  present  number,  a  more  detailed 
exposure  of  the  fallacy  of  the  Minister's  finan- 
cial statemf'tit*  than  we  then  could  lind  rootn 
for.  To  the  brief  hints  accompanying  that 
intimation,  the  Treasury  have  made  a  rtply, 
which  they  have  caused  Lo  be  in&eited  (wnh 
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some  trifling  vamtion  in  tlie  order  and  in  the 
phraseology),  in  every  pnper,  we  believe, 
that  is  published  in  llie  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster.  How  far  this  reply  is  calcu- 
lated to  answer  the  intended  purpose,  we 
shall,  by  and  by,  be  able  to  judge  ;  but,  we 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  refrain  horn  express- 
ing our  satisfaction,  that  the  modest  Mr. 
Addington  hasemlegvoured  to  vindicate  any 
part  ot  his  conduct,  which,  when  we  consi- 
der how  high  he  stands  in  the  opinion  of 
Buonaparte,  is  an  act  of  condescension, 
which  this  poor  trodden-down  nation  had 
scarcely  a  right  to  expect  at  his  hands. — The 
paragraph,  which  we  before  quoted  from 
the  demi  official  paper  of  the  Ministers  we 
must  repeat  here,  as  being  the  text  for  our 
comments: — "  "VVe  are  happy,"  said  the 
True  Briton  of  the  12th  instant,  "  to  be 
"  able  to  state,  for  \\\q  sat hf action  oi \\\e  Pub- 
"  lie,  that  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
"  fund,  ending  the  5th  of  January,  1803, 
•'  amounted  to  .^.1,248, 032  being  an  ex- 
"  cess  of  o£'.3p9,329  in  the  three  quarters, 
••  beyond  the  <i. 4, 500,000  H.vhlch  was  caku- 
*•  Jated  as  the  amount  of  the  surplus  of  the  con- 
*'  solid.iled  fund  for  the  ivhole year,  ending  5tb 
"  of  April,  1803," — The  Consolidated 
FuNO,  is,  as  our  readers  must  recollect,  the 
aggregate  produce  of  all  the  taxes,  those  of 
the  Land  and  Malt  excepted,  A  certain 
portion  of  this  aggregate  is  constantly  appro- 
priated by  parliament  to  the  discharge  of 
the  interest  of  the  national  debt ;  and 
whatever  sum  that  aggregate  contains  over 
and  above  the  amount  of  the  said  inte- 
rest, is  called  the  surplus  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  and  is,  of  course,  reckoned  a- 
tnongst  the  ways  and  means  for  detVaying 
the  expenses  of  the  year.  When,  therefore, 
parliament  is  called  upon  for  tlie  supplies  to 
meet  those  expenses,  it  is  the  practice  for 
them  to  vote  a  certain  sum  upon  the  credit 
of  the  consolidated  fund,  that  is  to  say,  a 
certain  portion  of  the  surplus  arising  from 
that  fund  ;  but,  it  will  be  readily  conceived, 
that,  in  the  amount  of  the  sum  thus  voteci, 
they  always  take  care  to  keep  very  far  wi'.liin 
the  amount,  at  which  the  whole  of  the 
surplus  is  estimated.  Indeed,  this  is  an 
invariable  rule  ;  and  now  we  come,  at 
once,  to  the  application  of  these  remarks,  in 
the  detection  of  a  shameful  falsehood,  at- 
tempted to  be  imposed  upon  the  Public  in  the 
above  paragraph  from  the  True  Briton.  The 
surplus  of  tlie  two  quarters  up  to  the  5th  of 
October  was  stated  at  3,800,0001  *  the  demi- 
official  paper,  adding  thereto  the  surplus  of 
the  quarter  ending  on  the  5th  ot  January 
^1,248,0321.)  says,   that  it  ir.akes  "  an  ex- 


•  3e6  Rt^Lier,  Vol.  II.  p.  7;S-. 


"  cess  of  399,3291.*  Jti  three  quarter^, 
"  beyond  the  4,500,0001.  which  was  cal- 
"  culated  as  the  amount  of  the  surplus  of  the 
"  consolidated  fund  for  the  whole  year, 
"  ending  5tb  of  April,  1803."  Now,  the 
fact  is,  that  there  was  a  -vote  of  4,500,0001  f . 
(in  the  nianner  above  stated)  upon  the  credit 
of  the  surplus  to  April  next  j  but,  the  suni 
of  0,500,0001.  was  "  calculated"  as  the' 
amount  of  that  surplus;  nay,  the  6,500,000). 
was  not  only  "  calculated  as  the  amount  of 
"  the  surplus;"  but,  it  was  taken  as  a  cal- 
culation far  hcloia  what  the  Chancellor  of' 
the  Exchequer  taught  the  parliament  and 
the  nation  to  rely  on  J.  Thus,  then,  this 
paragraph,  which  could  not  possibly  have 
reached  the  Public  without  the  knowledge, 
nor,  indeed,  without  the  consent,  of  th« 
treasury,  contains  a  falsehood  evidently  in- 
tended, by  a  confusion  of  terms,  of  times-, 
and  of  sums,  to  elude  exposure  and  to  pro- 
long the  delusion  spread  abroad  by  means  of 
the  consolatory  budget.— -Having  fixed  this- 
point,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  other  statements  of  the  para- 
graph.— Mr,  Addington  having,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  stated  the  produce  of  the  two 
quarters  (we  speak  always  of  the  surplus), 
ending  on  the  5  th  of  October,  r.t  3,800,0(;X)1. 
the  average  of  which  is,  1,900,0001.  it  ap- 
peared to  us  by  no  means  "  satisfactory," 
that  the  quarter  to  the  5th  of  January  should 
produce  no  more  than  1,248,0321.  We 
knew,  indeed  (what  has,  since  our  last,  been' 
publistied,  in  explanation,  by  the  treasury), 
that  the  dividends  payable  out  of  the  conso- 
lidated fund,  in  July  and  January,  exceeded 
those  due  in  April  and  October,  and,  con- 
sequently, that  the  surplus  of  those  former 
quarters  must  be  less  than  that  of  the  latter 
quarters;  but,  allowing  half  a  million  for 
this  purpose,  even  then  the  quarter  ending, 
on  the  5th  of  January  will  be  found  to  have 
produced  no  more  than  o£'l,748,032.  Td 
know  what  proportion  this  bears  to  thd 
produce  of  each  (jf  the  two  former  quarters, 
vv-e  must  first  add  to  the  <i3,800,CX)0,  which 
was  the  aggregate  surplus  of  those  quarters, 
the  ol 500,000  for  additional  dividends  in 
July,  and  then  we  shall  find,  that,  had  it 
not  been  for  those  dividends,  the  average  of 
the  July  and  October  quarters  would  have 
been  i 2, '.50,000,  whereas  the  quarter  end- 
ing on  the  5th  of  July  has  produced,  in- 
cluding .i^500,000  for  additional  dividends, 
no  more  than  J;l, 748,032.  Shall  we  be 
told,     that    the    additional     dividends    are? 

*  llieie  appears  to  be  an  error  in  the  tigure* 
lierc:  i,242,-,3i  1.  added  to  ^,8co,uob  1.  makes  an 
excess  of  548,032  1.  But  this  is  nothing  to  the  ar" 
gument. 

f  See  Register,  Vol,  tl.  p.  778. 

^  See  Rejjifter,  Vol.  11.  p.  7iio.- 
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higher  In  amount  ?  This  will  act  in  a 
•>,\ay  that  the  Treasury  are  not  aware  of. 
But,  for  argument  sake,  put  these  additional 
dividends  at  a  miHion  in  the  July,  and  in 
the  January,  quarter ;  still  there  is  a  great 
defalcation,  for  the  average  produce  of  the 
July  and  October  quarters  would  then  be 
^2,400,000,  while  that  of  January  would 
amount  to  only  £'2,248,032.  The  way, 
however,  to  place  this  contrast  in  a  fair 
and  strong  light,  is  to  suppose  the  Ja- 
nuary quarter  to  be,  in  every  respect,  equal 
to  that  of  July  5  and,  then  we  shall  find, 
the  surplus  of  the  October  quarter  alone 
must  have  amounted  to  no  less  than 
ot 2,55 1,968,  rather  more  ihan  douhh  the 
amount  of  the  surplus  for  January, — Per- 
ceiving, therefore,  that,  whichever  way  the 
subject  was  turned,  it  still  presented  a 
rueful  face  of  defalcation,  the  ingenious 
gentlemen  at  Whitehall  fell  upon  a  trick, 
which  never  had,  as  far  as  we  know  of, 
at  least,  before  been  played  otr".  We 
shall  give  it  in  their  own  words,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  True  Briton  of  the  18th  inst, 
"  It  appearing  that  the  statement  of  the 
*'  amount  of  the  surplus  of  the  Consolidat- 
♦'  ed  Fund,  on  the  5<h  of  this  month,  has 
"  been  misunderstood,  and  considered  as  less 
"  favourable  than  the  Chancellor  of  the 
*'  Exchequer  had  given  reason  to  the  Pub- 
"  lie  to  expect ; — we  are  hafpy  to  be  able, 
"  for  the  seitisfact'wn  of  our  readers,  to  ex- 
"  plain  a  few  circumstances  attending  it. — 
"  The  average  surplus  of  the  quarters  end- 
"  ing  in  July  and  October  last,  having 
*'  amounted  to  of  1,900,000,  while  that  on 
*'  the  5th  of  January,  amounted  only  to 
"■  c£l, 248,000,  it  has  been  supposed,  that  a 
*'  diminution  has  taken  place  in  the  re- 
*'  venue.  The  fact,  however,  is,  that  this 
**  apparent  defalcation  arises  solely /ro;«  <j 
"  postpo?iement  of  a  payment  of  the  customs, 
"  proceeding  J'rom  the  -unusual  quantity  of 
"  sugar  710W  bonded,  and  from  a  large  sum 
"  due  from  the  East-India  Company,  the  pay- 
*'  ment  of  li'bicb  is  suspended  during  the  ad- 
"  justment  of  an  account  betii>een  government 
*•  a?id  that  body.  These  sum.s  together, 
"  amount  to  upwards  of  c/ 800,000,  which, 
"  if  paid  in,  would  have  made  the  produce 
"  of  the  last  quarter  eonsiderahly  above  the 
"  average  of  the  two  preceding. —  It  must 
"  however,  be  observed,  that  the  dividends, 
"  payable  in  January  and  July,  exceed 
"  those  due  in  i\pril  and  OctobL;r,  by  up- 
"  wards  of  one  million  5  and  therefore  that 
"  the  ordinary  surplus  of  the  Consolidated 
"  Fund,  in  those  quarters,  is  so  much  less. 
*'  • — And  that  JMr.  Addington  only  stated 
*'  his  expectation  of  a  surplus  of  six  mil- 
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"  lions  and  a  half,  in  the  year  ending  Ja- 
"  nuary  5,  ]  804 ;  a  sum  wliich  has  been 
"  exceeded  by  the  actual  receipts  of  the 
"  year  ending  January  5,  1603,  which  have 
"  amounted  to  £(5,756,000." — So  !  the  de- 
falcation first  arises  "  solrly"  from  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  payment  of  the  customs,  and,  in 
the  next  sentence,  great  part  of  it  arises  from 
the  additional  amount  of  the  dividends- 
We  have  before  noticed  the  effects  of  this 
latter  cause,  which  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  allude  to  again,  in  another  view  of  the 
subject ;  but,  as  to  "  postponement  of  pay- 
"  ment  of  the  customs,"  we  cannot,  for  one 
moment,  aliovv'  it  to  have  any  weight  at  all, 
in  proving  that  no  defalcation  has"  taken 
place  in  the  produce  of  the  quarter.  There 
is  a  postponement  at  every  quarter;  there 
nmst  be  a  postponement;  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  one  quarter  ahuays  falls  into  the 
receipt  of  the  succeeding  one  j  and,  were 
we  to  deduct  that  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
October  quarter,  which  fell  into  the  receipt 
of  the  January  quarter,  the  net  proceeds: 
of  the  surplus  of  the  latter,  instead  of 
of  1,248,032  would  not  have  amounted  to 
more  than  about  o£500,000.  Again  :  jVfr. 
Addington  did,  we  are  told,  build  his  cal- 
culation, for  the  future,  upon  the  produce 
of  the  three  quarters  ending  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1 S02 ;  but  did  he,  in  stating  the 
amount  of  that  produce,  deduct  any  thing 
for  the  sum,  which  was  produced  in  tlie 
quarter  ending  in  January,  1802,  but  not 
received  till  the  quarter  ending  April,  J  802,. 
and  which  sum  was,  we  believe,  much 
greater  than  that  which  is  now  said  to  he 
kept  back  by  "  postponement  of  the  payment 
of  customs  ?"  No,  no  ;  he  made  no  such  de- 
duction, nor  will  he,  in  his  account  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  present  quarter,  which  will  end 
in  April,  make  any  deduction  for  the  sums 
wjiich  have  grown  due  in  the  last  quarter, 
and  which  will  be  received  in  this.  The 
fact  is,  and  it  is  a  fact  well  known  to  every 
person  at  all  acquainted  with  public  ac- 
counts, that  every  quarter  is  estimated  ac- 
cording to  its  receipts  and  not  according  to 
any  thing  else.  There  is  no  other  certain 
way  of  coming  at  the  state  of  tlie  revenue. 
To  admit  of  any  other  sort  of  proof  would 
be  to  expose  the  Public  to  endless  delu- 
sion. If  a  minister,  when  he  finds  a  fall- 
ing-off  in*  one  quarter,  can  ihrov/  the  de- 
falcation upon  the  preceding  or  succeeding 
quarter  ;  if  he  can  build  his  calculations 
sometimes  upon  the  produce  and  .sometimes 
upon  the  receipt,  as  it  best  suits  his  pur- 
pose j  if  he  can  thus  shufile  iiis  minus  and 
his  surplus  backward  and  forward  at  his 
pleasure,  there  is  a.ri  end  of— aH  check  upon 
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•liim  and  of  all  reliance  on  his  statements ; 
-the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
may  sit  and  gape  at  him,  like  clowns  round 
the  stage  of  a  mountebank,  but  as  to  in- 
formation or  profit,  they  can  derive  no 
-more  from  his  budgets,  than  the  said  clowns 
.do  usually  derive  from  the  lottery  bag  of  the 
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Yes,  in  the  statement  of  the  Ways  and 
Means,  Mr,  Addington  did,  indeed,  content 
himself  with  taking  credit  for  .£6,500,000 
as  the  surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for 
the  year  1803  ;  but,  he  did  that  by  way  of 
superabundant  precaution,  and  by  no  means 
taught  the  public,  "  the  generous  public," 


.pompous  itinerant  doctor. — B.ejecting,  then,      whom  he  has  "  the  honour  to  serve,"  that 


as  our  readers  must,  with  the  utmost  dis- 
dain, this  miserable  trick,  tliis  shameful  at- 
■tempt  to  deceive  them,  this  gross  insult  on 
their  understanding,  lliey  will  perceive,  and, 
with  us,  will  deeply  lament,  that  there  is 
a  serious  fal!ing-off  in  the  produce  of  the 
revenue.  We  do  not  say,  that  this  falling- 
■oti'  will  continue  :  we  hope  it  will  not  : 
fbut,  it  is  onr  duty  to  make  known  the 
truth,  particularly  in  contradiction  to  false- 
hoods, which,  if  they  were  not  invented  for 
the  express  purpose  of  public  deception,  are, 
at  any  rate,  calculated  to  produce  that  ef- 
fect.— The  next  fallacy,  which  demands  de- 
tection is  this: — "  Mr.  Addington  only 
"  stated  his  expectation  of  a  surplus  of 
*'  c£6,50O,O00  in  the  year  ending  the  5th 
•*'  of  January,  1804."  This  is  another  trick 
nearly  upon  a  level  with  the  last,  whether 
wc  consider  its  intention  or  awkwardness. 

SUPPLIES. 

>7avy  (2,439,378  less  than  this  year)  ^4,230,000 

Army  (2,300,000  less  th<in  this  year)  5,200,000 

Ordnance 800,000 

Miscellaneous  services  of  tlie  United 

Kingdom ,...,....,.  t,  300,006 

Total  joint  contribution        pTii, 530,000 


Britain's  separate  charge  for  the   B. 
proportion  of  the  above  sum. . . .  , . 


500,cof5 


Total  CO  be  provi-led  by  Great  Britain  j{^io, 533, one 
Balance,  or  clear  surplus , ,,       i,o6i,oco 


Total         X'ii'595)00o 

Now,  let   the  reader  say,  whether  it  be 
true,  that  "  Mr.  Addington  only  stated  his 
■"  expectation  of  a  surplus  of  ^'6,500,000  in 
"  the  whole  year  ending  on  the  5th   of  Ja- 
"  nuary,  1S04  ;"    and  let  Mr.  Addington's 
friends  justify,  if  they  can,  this  shameful  at- 
tempt at  imposition. — This,  then,  being  the 
^Statement,  which  caused  so  much  joy  at  the 
-Exchange,  and  which  led  the  sagacious  states- 
-men  of  the  old  opposition  to  observe,   that 
■the  minister  had   taken    an  eighteen  years' 
lease  o(-  the  Treasury  Bench  ;   this  being  the 
statement  to  which  we  a  re.  bidden  to  look  for  a 
proof  of  the  blessings  of  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
and  on  which  we  are  taught  to  rely  for  pro- 
tection against  liie  intrigues  and  the  power 
of  France,  it  behoves  us  to  examine  a  little 
into  facts    upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  to 
^iK^uire  how  far  it  has  been  verified  by  the 


they  ought  to  reckon  o£'(5,500,000  as  the 
utmost  amount  of  that  surplus.  On  the 
contrary,  taking  as  a  basis  the  aggregate 
surplus  of  the  three  quarters,  ending  on  the 
5th  of  October,  1802,  which  aggregate  sur- 
plus he  put  at  o£5, 884,903,  he  took  the 
average  of  these  three  quarters  as  the 
amount  of  the  fourth,  and,  casting  out  tlie 
hundreds,  stated  the  total  at  ^7,845,000 
which  he  called  the  "  surplus  of  the  Con- 
"  solidated  Fund,  estimated  according  to 
"  the  three  quarters,  ending  on  the  5lh  of 
"  October,  1802."  These  are  his  very 
words,  as  will  appear  not  only  from  our 
report  of  his  budget-speech  (Vol.  II.  p.  7^2), 
but  from  his  own  report  of  that  famous  spe- 
cimen  of  financial  bombast,  as  published, 
in  a  twelve-penny  pamphlet,  by  Mr.  Hat- 
chard  of  Piccadilly,  But,  we  think  it  fair 
to  give  his  statement  at  length. 

•WAYS    AND    MEANS. 

Land  and  malt  tax /^'^iJSOfiOQ 

Surplus  consolidated  fund,  estimated 

according   to    the   produce    of   the 

three  quarters  eriding  on  the  5th  of 

October,  1802 7,845,000 

Lottery. . 500,000 

Contribution  of  the  £.  lud.  company  jco,ocq 


■Total        X^ii,595,ooo 

experience  which  we  have  already  had. — 
And  first,  as  to  the  foundation  of  the  state- 
ment, we  perceive,  that  it  is  the  aggregate 
of  the  surplus  for  the  three  quarters  ending 
on  the  5th  of  October  last,  which  aggregate 
amounted  to  cf5, 834,903.  In  order  to  make 
out  an  estimate  for  the  future,  the  minister 
takes  the  average  ofthese  three  quarters, which 
(casting  away  the  parts  of  a  thousand,)  he 
finds  to  amount  to,  oi  1,9(51,000  and,  adding 
it  to  the  aggregate  of  the  three  other  quar- 
ters, he  has  the  surplus  of  four  quarters, 
amounting,  of  course,  to  i  7,845,000  accord- 
ing to  the  above  consolatory  statement  of 
his  ways  and  means.  Bat,  did  it,  or  did  it 
not,  occur  to  this  able  financier,  who  has 
taken  such  a  long  lease  of  the  Treasury 
Bench,  that  there  were  two  quarters  in  every 
year,  (July  and  January,)   in  which  the  di- 
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vidends,  payable  out  of  the  consolidated 
iund,  were  much  greater  in  amount,  and  in 
which  the  surpluswas,  of  course,  so  much  less 
in  amount,  than  in  the  other  two  quarters  ? 
In  other  words,  did  it  not  occur  to  him,  that 
there  were  Huo  high  quarters  and  two  loiu 
quarters  in  every  year,  and  that,  out  of  the 
three  quarters,  from  the  aggregate  surplus  of 
which  he  drew  his  average,  t-iuo  were  high 
quarters?  Will  he  say,  that  the  di"!l'erence, 
occasioned  by  the  variation  in  the  amount  of 
the  dividends,  is  not  great  enough  to  be  of 
any  material  importance  in  such  an  esti- 
mate ?  No  J  he  will  not  say  this,  because 
some  one  will  have  the  compassion  to  tell 
him,  that,  in  that  case,  an  alarming  defal- 
cation in  the  quarter  which  has  just  termi- 
nated, is  irrefragibly  established  j  and  that, 
every  penny  which  he  deducts  from  the  dif- 
ference of  surplus,  occasioned  by  the  varia- 
tion in  the  amount  of  the  dividends,  must, 
of  course,  be  added  to  the  defalcation  of  the 
present  January  quarter.  The  exact  amount 
of  the  ditference  (occasioned  by  the  divi- 
dends) between  a  high  and  a  \o\\'  quarter, 
we  have  not,  at  present,  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  :  the  treasury  paragraph  above, 
extracted  fron  the  True  Briton  of  the  ISth 
inatant,  states  the  difference  at  a  million,  or 
upwards;  but,  whether  it  means  a  million  in 
the  whole  year,  or  a  million  in  each  of  the 
tu'o  quarters,  is  not  quite  clearly  expressed. 
If  the  difl-'erence  beo£500,000  in  each  of  the 
two  quarters,  then  the  defalcation  in  the  Jan. 
quarter  is. ;i401,g65  and  the  total  amount 
of  the  future  surplus  for  the  year  (accruing 
to  the  average  of  the  three  quarters  ending 
in  Oct.  1802)  would  be  ^7,345,000.  U  the 
difference  between  a  high  quarter  and  a  low 
one  be  o£'l, 000,000  in  each  of  the  two  quar- 
ters, then  the  defalcation  in  the  January 
quarter  is  only  ci  151,968  but,  upon  the 
same  principle,  Mr.  Addington's  surplus  for 
the  year  (even  according  to  his  average  of 
the  three  quarters  ending  in  October  1S02) 
would  amount  to  no  more  than  ^£6, 845,000 
instead  of  the  0^7,845,000  on  which  he  has 
encouraged  the  nation  to  rely  as  a  security, 
not  only  against  the  enemy,  but  also  against 
new  taxes  and  loans  !  Our  readers  will  re- 
collect, that,  when  the  budget  was  brought 
forward,  we  expressed  our  fears,  that  the 
minister  had  been  deceived  3  that,  "  as 
"  something  was  certainly  wanted  by  way 
"  of  set-off  to  the  accumulation  of  disap- 
*'  pointment  and  disgrace  in  our  foreisjn 
"  affairs,  something  to  weigh  against  50,000 
"  seamen,  and  130,000  soldiers,  the  dark 
"  and  intricate  recesses  of  the  Treasury, 
*'  might,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as  the  saiest 
"  scene  wherein  to  hatch  the  pious  fraud ;" 
^at,  wcj  at;  the  same  timej  fully  acquitted 


the  minister  of  any  intention  to  deceive.  We- 
thought  the  materials  of  the  budget  had  the 
appearance  of  being  far  fetched,  and  that 
its  statements  were  purposely  confused.  Wc 
confess,  however,  that  we  could  not  have 
supposed,  that  any  one  would  have  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain,  a  statement  so  fallacious  as  that,  oa 
which  we  have  now  thought  it  our  duty  to 
comment.  What  !  when  there  are  two 
high  and  two  low  quarters  in  the  year,  to 
take  the  aggregate  oi'  both  the  high  ones  and 
one  of  the  low  ones,  in  order  to  find  a?i  ave- 
rage f'r  the  four  !  Then  again,  to  make,  upon 
that  average,  an  CKtiraate  of  a  surplus,  and 
to  hold  forth  that  surplus  as  the  founuatioii 
for  the  credit  and  security  of  the  country  I 
And,  at  last,  to  send  this  im.position  out: 
amongst  the  people  under  the  sanction,  ia 
some  sort,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  those 
watcliful  guardians  of  the  public  purse! 
What  will  the  world  say  .'  What  will  the 
base  world,  who  envy  us  our  glorious  con-i 
stitution,  say  to  all  this  ?  Will  they  not  be- 
gin to  suspect,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
itself  is  not  quite  so  well-informed  and  sa 
vigilant  as  they  ought  to  be?  In  short,  who 
will,  after  this  detection,  ever  again  place 
confidence  in  the  financial  statements  of  the 

treasury  ? It  now  remains  for  us  to  draw 

such  a  conclusion,  respecting  the  future  a- 
mount  of  the  revenue,  as  appears  to  be  war- 
ranted by  the  foregoing  arguments  and  facts, 
— That  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  es- 
timated the  future  annual  surplus  of  the  con- 
solidated fund  at  ci 7,845,000  has  beea 
proved  by  a  quotation  of  his  own  words  and 
figures;  but,  that  he  should  have  estimated 
it  much  lower  has  also  been  proved;  and  to 
these  proofs  are  added  tlvat  of  the  surplus 
for  the  year  ending  on  tlie5th  of  Jan.  which, 
according  to  the  treasury  statem.ent  above 
extracted  from  the  True  Brlicn,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  o£6',700,000  instead  of 
ri  7,845,000  In  this  view  of  the  subject, 
therefore,  the  receipt  falls  inore  than 
.i  1,000,000  short  of  Mr.  Addington's  esti-. 
mate.  But,  if  we  ground  an  estimate  iov 
the  future  quarters  upon  the  receipt  of  that 
ending  on  the  5ih  of  Jan.  the  result  will  be 
still  more  unfavourable.  I'he  receipts  of 
that  quarter  amounted  to  c£l, 248,032,  and, 
of  course,  the  receipt  of  four  quarters  would 
be  0^4,992, 128  3  but,  as  Jan.  is  one  of  tlie 
two  low  quarters,  we  must  suppose,  that 
two  of  the  other  quarters  in  the  year  will  be 
higher.  How  much' is  not  exactly  known. 
At  the  lowest  oi  500,000  and  at  the  high- 
est, probably,  <=£]  ,100,000.  Taking,  then, 
the  average  of  these,  which  is  ot800,G00 
and  adding  it  to  each  of  the  quarters, 
the  estimated  receipts  of  the   whole  year 
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■will  be  £6.5Q2,\2S  instead  of  .i';, 845, 000  ; 
the  result  of  all  which  is,  that  "\ve  may  ex- 
pect our  future  receipts  to  fall  short  of  Mr. 
Addington's  statement  in  the  sum  of 
cf. 1/252, 8/2  per  annuin,  even  if  our  trade 
and  commerce  should  continue  at  its  present 

height. If  ihis  be  so,  what  becomes  of  the 

flattering  estimate,  which  will  befound  in  this 
sheet,  p.  S3  ?  Where  are  we  to  look  for  tlie 
"  ckar  surplus"  of, i.  1  ,Od3,00(3  after  defraying 
theexpensesoftheyear  ?  Will  there  not,  on  the 
contrary,  be  a  ckar  li'Jidencij  of  J.  187,872  a 
year,  even  supposing  the  public  to  undergo 
the  very  couiidt^rable  reduction,  which  the 
^linister  flatters  us  he  shall  be  able  to  make  ? 
A  reduction  is  pcssihle ;  but  who  will  say 
that  it  is  probable  ?  Who  that  looks  at  Eu- 
rope ;  who  that  hears  the  language  of 
France  ;  who  that  sees  her  measures,  in  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Floridas,  in  the  East  Indif^s,  in 
Egypt,  in  Holland,  and  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames  5  who  that  tiiinks  of  the  tleet 
and  of  Ireland  ;  who  that  hears,  sees,  and 
thinks  of,  all  tliese  objects,  can  possibly  en- 
tertain a  hope  of  a  diminution  in  our  naval 
and  military  expenses  ?  Besides,  there  are 
some  heavy  items  of  miscellaneous  services 
soon  to  be  provided  for  :  amongst  others,  a 
grant  to  tlse  Stadtholder  of  (it  is  said) 
o£.200,000.  The  sums  for  spoliation  of 
American  property  will  amount  to  about 
o£'.2,000,G00  including  the  various  expensts 
attendant  thereon.  The  debts  due  to  Bri- 
tish subjects  from  the  Americans,  which 
debts  have  been  abandoned  by  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  and  which  it  will,  of 
course,  fall  upon  that  government  to  make 
good,  amount  to  about  o£'. 2,500,000  or 
ot.3,000,000.  The  balance  stated  to  be  due 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
is o£ .240,000.  if,  theiefore,  our  readers  are 
of  opinion,  with  us,  that  no  great  diminution 
■will  tak»  place  ;n  our  naval  or  military  es- 
tablishment, even  if  the  above  enumerated 
miscellaneous  services  will  demand  nothing 
at  all,  in  addition  to  those  calculated  on  by 
the  Minister,  tiiey  must  be  convinced,  that 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt  cannot  be  duly 
discharged  without  more  Loans,  or  without 
neiu  taxes,  to  a  very  considerable  amount. — 
We  shall  now  dismiss  the  subject  with  ob- 
serving, that,  while  we  are  sincerely  per- 
suaded of  the  fallacy  of  the  conclusions, 
which  we  have  controverted,  only  because  we 
thought  them  fallacious  and  leading  to  decep- 
tion, nobody  will  rf  )oice  more  sincerely  tiian 
we  shall,  if  time  should  prove,  that  we  our- 
selves have  been  deceived.  It  has  alv,  ays 
been  our  opinion,  that  the  great  danger  of 
this  country  arises  from  a  reluctance  to  look  its 
situatio7i  in  the  j\iee,  a  feeling  which  it  im- 
|}ibedffpm  3  lysaii;  who,  if  he  had  followed 


the  impulse  of  his  own  great  mind,  would 
never  have  been  called  "the  Minister  of 
existing  circumstances."  Nothing  is  so  de- 
structive to  the  spirit  of  a  people  as  to  lead 
them  along  blindfolded,  from  event  to  event, 
without  giving  them  any  general  feeling, 
without  holding  out  to  them  any  common 
motive  of  action,  without  ever  shewing  them 
distinctly,  what  they  have  to  hope,  or  what 
they  have  to  fear.  Such  a  people  are  always 
taken  by  surprise,  and  their  conduct  is  ge- 
nerally what  it  is  natural  to  expect  in  similar 
circumstances.  To  prepare  our  countrymen, 
as  tar  as  it  is  in  our  power,  for  the  imposition 
of  new  taxeSj  is  the  object  of  these  comments. 
Were  Englishmen  what  we  could  wish 
them,  then,  indeed,  such  a  preparation  would 
be  unnecessary;  then  would  they  think  no- 
thing hard,  nothing  burlhensome,  that  con- 
tributed to  the  preservation  of  the  freedom 
and  the  honour  of  their  country. ■*■ 

The  atTair  of  Honduras  has  taken  a  turn 
somewhat  new,  or  has,  in  its  developement, 
brought  new  circumstances,  at  least.  It 
now  appears,  from  a  statement  evidently- 
drawn  up  and  published  by  the  authority  of 
the  parties  concerned,  that,  by  means  of  our 
arn:is,  we  had,  during  th civ ar,  extended  our 
limits  at  Honduras.  "  Their  extension,  in- 
"  deed,"  says  the  account  to  which  we  al- 
lude, "  was  become  perfectly  necessary,  for 
"  we  had  so  cleared  the  country  in  our  pos- 
"  session  of  logwood,  that  any  more  which 
"  we  wanted  to  procure  was  got  at  so  great 
"  an  expense,  on  account  of  its  distance 
'■'  from  the  coast,  that  it  enhanced  its  cost 
"  almost  beyond  what  it  would  bear.  This 
"  being  the  case,  and  having,  by  right  of 
"  conquest,  acquired  such  additional  terri- 
'*  tory,  and  in  such  a  favourable  situation, 
"  that  we  could  not  only  cut,  but  transport 
"  it  down  the  rivers  to  the  coast,  at  a  coin- 
"  paratively  trivial  expense;  it  became  an 
"  object  of  the  greatest  importance  to  have 
"  this  additional  acquisition  secured  in  tha 
"■  treaty  of  peace. — To  this  end,  the  mer- 
"  chants  at  Honduras  made  the  proper  re- 
"  presentations  to  their  correspondents  in 
"  London,  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  a 
"  deputation  from  the  committee  of  the 
"  principal  merchants  of  London,  trading  to 
"  Ilonduras,  iriimediately  after  the  prelimi- 
"  naries  of  peace  were  signed,  waited  upon 
"■  Lord  Hobart,  one  of  his  Majesty's  prin- 
"  cipal  Secretaries  of  State,  with  a  memo- 
'*  rial,  representing  their  situation,  and  pray- 
'•'  ing  that  it  might  not  be  lost  sight  of,  but 
**  receive  every  requisite  contirmatron  in  the 
"  usual  form.  Anotherdeputationofthesame 

*  We  had  prepared  some  remarks  on  the  state 
of  tlic  cor.nnoce  ami  naTvr.ition,  but  these,  whicti  ar? 
at  some  length,  raust  b?  deferFcd  'till  'jur  ne«._ 
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*•  committee,  waited  also  upon  Lord  Hawkes- 
*'  bury,  witli  another  memorial  to  the  same 
*'  eftect,  while  the  definitive  treaty  was 
"  drawing  up,  and  long  before  it  was  signed. 
"  The  British  ministry  cannot,  therefore, 
"  plead  ignorance  on  this  important  subject." 
—These  Honduras  mercliants  are  very  in- 
correct in  their  concluding  remark  j  the 
Britislj  ministers,  be  it  known  to  then), 
could  plead  jg7iorance  after  the  memorial  as 
well  as  before  it  :  they  can  with  truth  and 
propriety,  pleau  ignorance,  at  all  times  and 
in  all  matters,  except  where  their  own  im- 
mediate interests  are  concerned,  if  a  me- 
piorial  had  been  delivered  in  about  a  house 
and  land  in  Richmond  Park,  the  modest 
and  conscientious  Mr.  Addington  would 
have  read  it  over  as  often  as  a  penitent 
counts  his  beads. — In  our  next  we  propose 
to  insert  the  whole  of  the  article  published 
by  the  Honduras  merchants  j  till  then  Ave 
shall,  therefore,  reserve  what  we  have  fur- 
ther to  say  upon  the  subject  j  but  we  cannot 
refrain  from  noticing  here,  the  closing  re- 
marks of  this  publication  ; — "  The  case 
''  appears,"  say  they,  "  to  be  so  plain,  that 
•'  we  see  no  reason  why  the  cavils  of 
*'  France  (we  cannot  call  it  Spain)  should 
"  be  treated  with  much  deference. — Y/e 
**■  have  the  right,  v/e  have  the  pov.^er,  and 
"  Buonaparte  should  be  taught  that  he  must 
"  not  domineer  when  he  has  not  the  abi- 
*'  lity  to  act.  There  arc  fifty  cbicdiicries  of 
••  this  sort  in  both  the  Indies,  arid  the  best  ivay 
*'  is  to  treat  them  in  the  beginning  tuitb  con- 
"  tempt,  and  to  resist  them  ivitb  vigour —^li 
"  ministers  accept  the  establishment  at 
"  Honduras  on  the  old  footing,  they  will 
"  shew  rnuch  condescension.  They  ought 
"  to  insist  peremptorily  on  our  right,  and 
"  if  they  revert  to  the  old  footing,  ihey 
"  ought  to  ohlain  an  equivalent.  This  tone 
"  would  speedily  bring  thf.  Freneh  and  Spa- 
*f  iiiards  to  reason." — -There  is  nothing  like 
feeling  to  bring  people  to  their  senses  ! 
These  men  of  logwood  gave  their  approba- 
tion to  the  peace,  which  produced  the  evils 
.of  which  they  now  complain  j  or,  at  least, 
if  they  disapproved  of  it,  they  did  not  make 
their  disapprobation  known.  Those  who 
did  not  come  forward  agaimt  that  disgrace- 
ful compact,  were  for  if.  In  such  a  case 
there  can  be  no  real  silence,  or  neutrality. 
We,  therefore,  pity  not  the  men  of  log- 
wood, and  are  only  sorry  that  the  injury 
is  not  confined  to  tl^emselves.  Nor,  in- 
deed, does  the  nation,  generally  speaking, 
deseive  any  compassion  :  it  must  sutler,  it 
will  sutfsr,  and  it  ought  to  sutler,  for  its 
baseness  in  applauding  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  In  siteniiy  subnntiing  to  the  daily  and 
Jjourly  degiadalion   brgught  oi|   it   by  the 
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ministry  of  Richmond  Park. — ^The  extension 
of  our  Hondiu'as  boundary  during  the  nvar, 
and  the  luorthlessness  of  what  we  "  possessed 
of  right,"  as  Lord  Hawkesbury  phrased  it, 
will  form  a  very  decent  pretext  for  giving 
up  the  settlement  altogether,  which,  our 
readers  may  be  assured,  will  be  the  termi- 
nation of  the  aftair,  and  which,  in  conjunct 
tion  with  the  laws,  lately  passed,  in  Spain, 
relative  to  the  wool  of  that  country,  must 
prove  materially  injurious  to  a  considerable 
branch  of  our  manufactures. 

In  p.  "JB,  we  have  inserted  another  li- 
bellous extract  from  the  Official  Gazette  of 
France.  That  execrable  gazette,  which 
styles  our  sovereign  the  rewarder  of  assas- 
sins, has  now  revived  the  charge,  against 
Mr.  Windham  and  others,  of  having  secrell/ 
fomented  the  troubles  in  France,  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  destroying  the  royalists.  Those  amongst 
the  royalists  who  yielded  to  the  republicans 
are  spoken  well  of,  while  Gen.  Gkorges, 
v/ho  faithfully  and  gallantly  persevered  to 
the  last,  is  styled  the  "  infamous."  Were  \vc 
in  the  place  of  General  Georges,  we  wouli 
most  assuredly  prosecute  the  venders  of  this 
libellous,  this  most  ba$e  and  detestable  ga- 
zette.— In  our  next,  we  shall  enter  more  at 
length  upon  the  subjects  of  this  extract,  and 
shall,  at  present,  content  ourselves  with  a 
short  remark  or  two  on  the  defe7ice,  which  a 
daily  paper  has  had  the  goodness  to  make 
for  Mr.  Windham.  In  this  defence  th& 
writer  boldly  asserts,  that  Mr.  Windham 
never  tuisbed  to  destroy  the  royalists,  and,  ia 
order  to  support  this  asseition,  he  states  that 
that  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  was  a  perfect  enthusiast 
in  the  cause  of  those  p-ersons,  and  that  this 
wild  enthusiasm  led  him  into  nwny  indis- 
cretions with  respect  to  them,  and  rendered 
him  the  dupeoi  a\\  their  exaggerated  tales  — 
The  real  object  of  a  "  defence"  like  this  is 
easily  perceived.  The  whole  article  is  no 
more  than  a  continuation  of  those  njalig- 
nant  misrepresentations,  by  which  the  na- 
tion have  so  long  been  deceived,  with  regard 
to  the  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Wind- 
ham —We  shall  have  another  opportunity 
cfexainining  Mt%  Windham's  conduct  and 
opinion  with  resnect  to  the  royalists,  and 
the  royalist  war;  and,  4s  to  his  '^  wild 
"  enthusiasm"  and  his  "  incliserctions,"  we  call 
upon  fiis  ''defender'  to  point  out  an  instance, 
a  single  instance,  of  either.  Rut,  lest  this  of- 
ficious '■  defender"  should  prove  contuma- 
cious, as  we  are  rather  afraid  he  will,  we 
think  it  right  jwst  to  mention  a  few,  '^  indis- 
"  cretions,"  in  which,  at  least,  Mr.  Windha^i 
his  had  no  part.  Mr.  Windham  was  not 
amongst  those  who,  under  the  foolish  name 
oi Parliamentary  Tuforni,  sowed,  through  the 
kingdom,  the  oeedii  of  disconieut,  trc^^tpn^ 
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rebellion,  and  bloodshed.  He  did  not 
call  for  the  bcnuh  of  the  hangman  to  de- 
stroy what  a  court  of  justice  deemed  to 
be  perfectly  innocent.  He  was  uo  in- 
Tentor  of  the  Board  of  Jgricidture ;  he 
sent  no  circular  invitations  to  the  grand 
juries  to  clamotir  against  tithes,  and  to  shake 
to  their  very  basis,  ihs  sacred  foundations  of 
property.  Mr.  Windham,  with  all  his 
''  luild  enthusiasm"  never  bragged  of  march- 
isg  to  Paris;  he  counselled  not  the  peace  qf 
Amiens ;  he  approved  not  of  that  disgraceful 
aad  ruinous  conapact ;  nrtuch  less  did  he 
*'  rejoice  at  it,  because  it  was  glorious  to 
"  France  and  to  the  First  Consul."  Amongst 
tlie  discreet  persons,  who  went  to  IMaidstone 
in  swear  that  Arthur  O'Connor's  principles 
were  the  same  as  their  own,  the  name  ot 
William  Windham  is  not  recorded  j  nor 
bave  either  his  former  or  his  present  con- 
duct or  opinions  ever  been  cited  as  justifica- 
tory of  men  accused  of  high  treason  5  accus- 
ed of  compassing  the  death  of  the  king  ! — We 
could  proceed  much  further  in  this  way  5 
but  we  keep  something  in  reserve  for  a  re- 
ply to  some  future  "  defence." 

The  intelligence  from  Constantinople,  dated 
Dec.  8,  states,  ihat  the  Ottoman  army  in  Egypt, 
has  been  defeated  by  the  Beys.  A  part  of  the  for- 
mer were,  it  ib  5aid,  mride  prisoners,  and  almost  all 
the  rest  cut  to  pieces,  very  few  having  escaped, 
and  those,  it  wo'u.ld  appear,  owed  their  preserva- 
tion to  the  garrison  of  Cairo,  who  made  a  sally  in 
order  to  save  them.  It  is  further  slated,  that  the 
ammunition  and  provisions  of  the  Turks  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Beys,  who  suspended  their  pur- 
suit only  at  the  solicitation  of  the  iinglish.  This 
intelligence  may,  perhaps,  be  relied  on  ;  but,  there 
is  another  report,  coming  from  the  same  quarter, 
and  through  the  same  channel,  on  which  we  can 
place  no  reliance,  it  is  this  :  that  our  Ministers 
have  demanded,  from  the  Porte,  36,000,000  of  pi- 
astres (ijbout  _^"8,coo,ooo  sterling)  as  a  reiiubutse- 
Bseut  of  our  expenses  in  re-conquering  Egypt  ;  and 
that,  they  have  signified  their  intentiiui  of  retain- 
ing the  places,  now  in  our  possession,  till  they 
have  received  the  sum  so  demandtd. — We  do  not 
believe  a  word  of  this.  The  ministers  who  should 
make  such  a  demand  would  deserve  the  severest 
and  most  ignominious  punishment  that  a  court  of 
justice  could  inllict.  Yet,  dishonest,  shamefully 
dishonest,  as  such  an  act  would  be,  it  would  not, 
if  we  are  to  legard  seme  of  our  diurnal  politicians 
as  being  .<:erious,  wauc  for  an  apulogiat.  "  The 
<'  jKi.'/a-  of  such  a  claim,"  says  a  moinmg  paper, 
"  nol>oiiy  Clin  dispute.  It  has  been  sanctioned  by 
"  the  example  of  France  wirii  respect  to  LLllatid  and 
«'  Siviizc'l.ind  !  !  I" — So  I  this  is  English  honesty  ! 
This  is  the  language  of  a  public  print  in  that  coun- 
try, which  is  represented  as  being  "  too  ho- 
liest" to  have  any  connexion  with  the  other  pow- 
ers of  Europe  !  If,  indeed,  there  exist  any  agrcemcr.t 
between  us  and  the  Turks  for  such  a  reimburse- 
tnent,  that  alters  the  case  ;  but,  if  not,  the  claim  is 
as  unjust  as  it  is  impolitic.  The  pretext,  at  any  rate, 
is  the  most  contemptible  and  impudent  that  ever 
WHS  iiivsnted;  for,  it  ii  well  kaown  to  the  whole 


world,  that  the  French  expedition  to  Egypt  was  ul- 
timately directed  against  us;  ar;d  that  it  was  com- 
bated purely  /^r  our  oivn  sdkei,  the  Turks  may  appeal 
to  ail  our  declarations,    in  and  out  of  pailiament. 
The  example  of  the  French,  too,  ss  a  sanction,  is  cu- 
rious !  We  are,  at  lasr,  openlv  recoinraended  ta  at- 
tempt tf)  rival  the  French  in  those  acts  of  rapacity, 
against  which  we  have,  for  ten  years  past  been  in- 
cessjutly  railing.     Having  been  cheated  ourselves, 
not  from  our  too  great  honercT,  but  our  excessive 
folly,  we  are  told  to  try  whether  we  cannot  become 
cheats  ourfelves,  and,   connm-.r.nt  mtrc  monde,  ivhe-^ 
ther  we  cannot,  in  our  turn,  find  others,  whom  we, 
too,  can  kick.    Every  thing,  surely,  like  a  litigious 
and  vexatious  demand  upon  the  Turks,  should  be 
avoided,   especially  at    this    moment,    when    the 
French  arc,  as  appears  by  all  the  intelligence  from 
that  country,  working  day  and  night  to  eradicate;, 
the  last  remains  of  our  influence  in  Turkey.     Such 
a  demand,  made  under  such  circumstances,  would 
produce  consequences,   far  outweighing  the  value 
of  the  piastres  ;  yet,  we  are  by  no  means  certain, 
that  the  p(jlicy  of  the  paper  above  quoted,  would 
not,   and  will    not   be    relished;   fijr,    your  "  safe 
"  politicians"  know  of  nothing  otherwite  than  as 
it  can  be   lold  out  in  money;  what  is  it  worth  at 
market. —  In   the  midst,  however,  of  "  the  embar-  ' 
'•  rassing  ciicumstances    and  painful  suspicions,'* 
respecting   our    situation   relatively  to  the  'I'urks^. 
this    paper    finds   a    ground    of  saii^facthn   in    the 
"  exemplary''  conduct  of  our  troops,  in  Egypt  ; 
and,   as  a  specimen  of  this   conduct,  it  mentionsj^ 
"  the   freedom   from  all   religious  ^^'f/uo'/i:;',  which 
"  was  shewn  by  their  firing  a  salute  on  the  festival 
"  of   Maiiomef,"'     Now,    what  has   afForded  ihe 
Morning  Post   so  much  sati  faction,  has,  wc  must 
confess,   had  a  diff-'rent    elFect    on    us;    and    we 
cannot    help  regai-ding    this    salute  as   something^ 
a   little   like    the   ceremony   of    tiamfling   on  the 
cross,  to  which   the  Dutch   used   to   submit  in.  or- 
der  to   preserve  the  friendship    of  the  Japanese. 
The  Swiss  protestauts,  in  the    service  of   Fiance, 
though   drawn   up,  on   such  occasions,   with   the 
French  regiments,  never  u«ed  to  salute  at  the  ele- 
vation of  the  host.     We   like  not   this   facility  in 
giving  up  the  signs  of  our  faith  :  we  would  rather 
have  given  up  the  36,000,000  of  piastres.     So  dif-. 
ferent  are  our  sentiments  from  those  of  the  poli- 
tician, on  whose  notions  we  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  comment. 

NOTICES. 

T.  M.  may  be  assured,  that  we  have  not  over- 
looked the  party  invective,  which  the  Ministers 
have  made  shift  to  obtain  from  the  pen  of  the 
Poet  Laureat,  whose  Ode  we  shall  instit  in  our 
next,  accompanied  with  such  comments  as  it  ap- 
pears to  call  for.  In  the  mean  time  T.  M.  will, 
we  hope,  do  us  the  justice  to  believe,  that  wc  fully 
paitcipate  in  the  general  indignation,  which  the^ 
beginning  of  the  lasi  stanza  of  that  performance 
has  excited. 

(r;^  To  his  translation  of  '•'  VF.tnpire  Gennani-juc, 
reJuil  en  Departements,  sous  la  Frefec.ture  de  U Electeur 
li  *  *  *^"  Mr.  Gobbett  is  now  adding  "  A  Me- 
"  tno'ir  on  the  Political  and  Military  State  of  Europe^ 
by  the  same  author,  published  some  time  ago.— 
1  hese  two  tracts  serve  to  elucidate  each  otlier, 
and,  taken  together,  they  form  a  most  complete 
view  of  the  recent  events  on  the  Continent,  as 
well  as  of  its  present  situation. — The  Work  will 
be  ready  for  delivery  on  Tuesday  next,  and  will  be 
sold  by  Mr.  E.  Umiln^,  18,  Pall-Mull.     Price  '2s.  6JJ 
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TO    WILLIAM    WILBERFORCE,    ESft. 

Sir, — Before  I  proceed  to  the  remaining 
points  of  my  proposed  discussion,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  notice  a  new  project,  in  which 
you  appear  to  have  taken  a  leading  part,  and 
which  has,  in  my  opinion,  a  tendency  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  the  real  freedom  and 
happiness  of  the  country.  You  will  easily 
perceive,  that  I  allude  to  your  strange  pro- 
posal for  etfecting  a  cvmpuLory  adoption  of 
the  new  system  of  inoculation.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  by  a  Society,  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  "  exterminating  the  small-pox," 
held  at  the  London  Tavern  on  the  19th  in- 
stant, you  and  a  Du.  Clauke,  are  reported, 
in  the  public  papers,  to  have  expressed  your- 
selves as  follows: — "  Mr.  Wilbehfokce 
"  rose,  and  having  questioned  Dr.  B.  re- 
"  specting  the  prejudices  that  still  existed 
"  against  this  new  inoculation,  observed, 
"  that  in  his  opinion  the  first  step  which  the 
**  meeting  should  take  would  be  to  form  a 
"  committee,  and  then  to  apply  to-parlidrnent 
*♦  for  its  countenance  and  support.  He  ob- 
"  served,  that  it  was  a  great  national  ques 
"  tion  ;  and  he  was  confident  that  a  peli- 
"  tion  to  parliament  would  find  very  pow- 
"  erful  succour;  that  it  would  call  forth  the 
"  exertions  of  the  ford  lieutenants  of  coun- 
*'  ties,  and  the  mapsfrates  and  parish  offi- 
"  cers ;  and  through  their  means  the  whole 
*'  country  would  enjoy  the  benefit  resulting 
"  from  this  discovery." — "  Dr.  Clakke 
'♦  followed  much  in  the  same  strain  ;  and 
"  observed  tiiat  he  thought  that  in  future  no 
"  person  ought  to  practice  the  old  mode  ofinocu- 
"  Jation,  except  under  very  particular  circum- 
*'  stances,  and  ivith  the  approbation  of  the  civil 
"  ?«(Z,5^«/rai'e,  not  that  he  wished  to  abridge 
•*  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  or  to  countenance 
"  the  least  interference  of  the  state  in  matters 
"  relating  to  life  and  health,  but  tlint  no  one 
*'  had  a  right  to  injure  the  community  in  the 
*'  exercise  of  that  privilege." — Now,  Sir, 
without  entering  intoany  inquiry  as  to  the  me- 
rits of  Dr.  Jennek's  system  of  inoculation, 
give  me  leave  to  ask  you,  how  you  can  recon- 
cile a  proposition  like  this  to  the  spirit  of  that 
constitution,  of  which  you  profess  to  be  so 
great  an  admirer,  and  to  that  freedom,  of 
which  you  wish  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
principal  supporters  ?  That  you  agree  v/ilh 
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Dr  Clarke,  thatjjw;  have  in  view  an  Jet  of 
Parliament  to  compel  people  to  have  their 
children  inoculated  with  the  Cow  Pox,  or 
nor  to  have  them  inoculated  at  all,  is,  I 
think,  evident  enough,  else  why  "  apply  to 
Pailiament  for  countenance  and  support  ?*" 
Parliament  has  already  gi-ven  that  counte- 
nance and  support,  which,  supposing  the 
discovery  to  be  a  good  one,  it  was  proper  for 
it  to  give.  It  lias  munificently  rewarded 
Dr.  jenuer  for  his  labours,  a;id  for  commu- 
nicating their  re:^ult  to  the  nation  at  large; 
and,  having  so  done,  it  has  left  his  system  to 
that  encouragement  and  support,  which  it 
will  be  sure  to  meet  with  from  successful 
experience.  But,  it  seems,  there  are  ''pre- 
judices" agiinst  this  system,  which  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  destroy  by  force.  Sir,  that  there 
are  prejudices,  and  very  strong  ones  too,  I  am 
ready  to  allow  ;  and  if  I  were  to  say,  that 
these  "prejudices"  extend  to  a  very  great  ma- 
jority of  even  the  medical  men,  in  the  kino-- 
dom,  '  believe,  i  should  not  be  erroneous  ia 
my  statement.  But,  I  cannot  agree,  that  these 
"  prejudices"  ought  to  be  eradicated  by /t>r^^ ; 
nor  is  it,  perhaps,  very  fair  to  use  this  de- 
grading term,  as  expressive  of  the  dislike, 
which  so  large  a  portion  of  the  community 
entertain  to  the  system,  which  you  are  so 
anxious  to  compel  them  to  adopt.  The 
charge  of  "  prejudice,"  Sir,  has  been  pre- 
ferred but  too  often  and  with  but  too  fatal 
success,  against  every  one  opposed  to  change. 
How  many  millions  of  times  has  it  been 
brought  against  the  monarchists  of  France, 
and,  in  England,  against  the  opposers  of 
parliamentary  reform  ?  The  truth  is,  that 
whoever  has  been  found  to  object  to  inno- 
vation, however  wild  in  itself,  however  de- 
structive in  its  consequences,  has  constantly 
been  accused  of  "  prejudice;"  and,  as  pre- 
judice, thus  used,  implies  a  mixture  of 
ignorance  and  per-verscness,  and,  as  i'cw  per- 
sons are  willing  to  be  thought  ignorant  and 
perverse,  the  dread  of  this  imputation  has 
most  powerfully  contributed  towards  the 
success  of  that  system  of  plunder,  of  blood- 
shed, and  of  blasphemy,  which  has,  for  the 
last  ten  years,  overwhelmed  the  nations  of 
Europe.  But,  why  need  I  travel  so  far  in 
search  of  facts  to  illustrate  and  establish  my 
argument,  when  your  society  itself  has  fur- 
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rlshed  me  with  such  excellent  materials  ? 
There  was,  as  you  must  well  remember, 
Sir,  a  strong  and  very  general  objeciion, 
which,  for  a  long  time,  prevailed  against 
the  old  system  of  inoculation ;  and  you 
cannot  have  forgotten,  that  this  objection 
was  termed  "  pycjudlcL,"  and  the  persons 
entertaining  it  were  regarded  as  illiterate, 
ignoravt,  or  fcrvcrse;  yet,  it  now  appears 
from  the  address  of  your  society  to  the  pub- 
lic, that  it  would  have  been  well  for  the 
human  race,  if  the  "  prejudice"  of  those 
"  illiteratr,  ignorant,  or  perverse"  persons 
had  universally  obtained  ;  for  you  now  tell 
lis,  that  "  inoculation,  by  spreading  the 
"  contagion,  has  considerably  increased  its 
"  mortality."  With  an  example  like  this 
before  our  eyes,  Sir,  ought  we  not  to  be 
very  cautious  how  we  adopt  a  new  system 
of  inoculation  ? — But,  it  is  not  to  the  en- 
deavours of  your  society  that  I  object.  Those 
endeavours  seem  to  be  directed  to  the  mere 
enconragemmt  of  a  system,  of  the  good  ef- 
fects of  which  they  are  fully  persuaded. 
In  their  resoluaons  and  addresses,  they  pro- 
pose no  force.  So  far  all  may  be  right. 
What  I  am  opposed  to,  what  I  am  alarmed 
at,  is  the  proposition  of  you  and  Dr.  Clarke, 
to  obtain  or  'he  support  of  the  system,  an 
Act  of  Pa'liamevt,  which  would,  in  its  cpe- 
rijtion,  be  nothing  short  of  a  compulsion  on 
every  man  to  suller  the  veins  of  his  child 
to  be  impregnated  with  the  disease  of  a 
beast,  or,  to  t-xpose  its  life  to  the  utmost 
violence  of  the  most  furious  and  most  f;Ual 
of  all  human  contagions — a  measure  to  be 
adopted  in  no  country  where  the  people  are 
not  vassals  or  slaves, —  I  like  not  this  never- 
ending  recurrence  to  Acts  of  Parliament. 
Something  must  be  left,  and  something 
oiigbt  to  be  jt'ft,  to  the  sense  and  reason  and 
morality  and  religion  of  the  people.  There 
are,  as  I  observed  on  a  former  occasion,  a 
set  of  "  'well-meanhig  men"  in  this  country, 
who  would  pass  laws  for  the  regulating  and 
restrnining  of  every  feeling  of  the  human 
breast,  and  every  motion  of  the  human 
frame :  they  would  bind  us  down,  hair  by 
hair,  as  the  Liliputians  did  Gulliver,  "till 
anon,  when  we  awoke  from  our  sleep,  we 
should  wonder  by  whom  we  had  been  en- 
slaved. But,  I  trust,  Sir,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment Id  not,  and  never  will  be,  so  far  under 
the  influence ''of  these  aniiULe  and  meddling 
politicians,  as  to  be  induced  to  pass  laws  for 
taking  out  of  a  man's  hands  the  mamge- 
ment  ot  his  household,  the  choice  ot  his 
physician,  and  the  care  of  the  health  of  his 
children  ;  for,  under  this  sort  of  domiciliary 
thraldom,  to  taik  of  the  liberty  of  the  coun- 
tiy  v%ouId  be  tli..  \\\o%\  ciuel  mockery  where- 


with an  humble  and  siihjected  people  was 
ever  insulted. 

From  this  digression  I  now  return  to  the 
points  of  discussion  proposed  in  my  former 
letter,  p.  33, 

2.  Tbc  ■persecution  of  Mr.  Ree-ves  is  intl- 
maf'ely  connected  with  your  dangerous,  and 
fortunately,  abortive  projects  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  Those  projects  led,  as  I 
have  already  shown,  to  the  formation  of  the 
seditious  and  treasonable  societies  and  com- 
binations, with  which  the  nation  was  agi- 
tated, during  the  former  years  of  the  war  ; 
and,  it  is  well  known,  that  Mr.  Reeves  in- 
vented, and  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
those  "  LOYAL  ASSOCIATIONS,"  whlchj  as 
Mr.  Dundas  (now  Lord  Viscount  Melville), 
truly  and  manfully  stated,  "  did  the  coun- 
"  try  infinite  good,"  and  which  associations 
never  would  have  been  necessary,  had  it  not 
been  for  those  principles  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  on  which  the' seditious  and  trea- 
sonable societies  were  founded,  Mr.  Reeves 
having,  with  the  aid  of  his  loyal  associates, 
roused  the  country  to  a  sense  of  its  danger 
from  internal  commotion  j  having  created  a 
power,  and,  at  that  time,  the  only  power, 
capable  of  counteracting  the  hostde  power 
already  in  motion  ;  having  succeeded,  in 
checking  and  even  in  subduing  the  combi- 
nations against  which  his  elTorts  were  im- 
mediately directed ;  having  thus  arrested 
the  progress  of  the  mortification,  which  was 
fast  approaching  the  very  heart  of  the  mo- 
narchy, and  having  perceived  the  cause 
from  whence  the  da.^ger  had  arisen-,  he 
next  began  the  process  of  a  radical  cure, 
without  which  he  wisely  concluded, 
that  dangers  similar  to  that  which  had  just 
subsided,  must  inevitably  return.  With 
this  view  he  published  a  "  lettek,"  M'hich 
he  very  properly  addressed  to  the  "  Quiei 
good  sense  cf  the  people  of  E?igld7!d,'"  in  which 
letter  he  discussed  the  nature,  the  prin- 
ciples, the  form,  the  operation,  and  the  ef- 
fects, of  the  English  government.  In  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  and  in  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  constituent  parts  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  made  use  of  the  following  words  : 
— "  The  kingly  government  may  go  on,  in 
"  all  its  functions,  without  Lords  or  Com- 
"  mons."  *     This,   though  only  a /■^r/ <^  ^3 

-"  If  only  the  luhole  sentence  had  loeeii  taken,  the 
fcnseof  the  whole  would  have  instantly  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  harmless. — "  The  kingly  govcrn- 
"  mcnt  niay  go  on,  in  all  its  functions,  without 
'•'  Lords  or  Commoni  :  it  has  heretofore  done  so 
'■  for  years  together,  and,  in  our  times,  it  does  so 
"  during  every  .TiTfi;  of  Parlip.Tnent ;  but,  without 
"  the  King,  his  Parliumert  is  no  rr.oie." — ^Bur, 
notwithstanding  the  scandalous  garliling  which 
this  sentence  underwent,  notwithftanding  the  ma- 
nifest, the  crying' injuitice  of  culling  cat  a  singe's 
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paragraph,  and  even  of  a  sciUcnce,  and  though 
abundantly  guarded  and  quahfied  by  tke 
context,  was  alleged,  by  some  persons  in 
the  then  Parliament,  of  whom  Messrs.  Sturt, 
Sheridan  and  yourself  were  at  the  head,  to 
be  a  "  malicious,  scandalous,  and  seditions 
*'  libel,  containing  matter  tending  to  create 
*'  iealf)usies  and  divisions  amongst  his  Ma- 
"  jesty's  loyal  subjects  ;  to  alienate  their  af- 
"  fections  from  our  happy  form  of  govern - 
"  ment,  as  established  in  Kings,  Lords,  and 
*'  Commons,  and  to  subvert  the  true  prin- 
"  ciples  of  our  free  constitution  ;  and  a  high 
"  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House." 
These  were  the  words  of  the' motion,  which 
was  made  by  Mr,  Sheridan,  which  was  sup- 
poried  by  you,  and  which,  with  the  memo- 
rable and  honourable  exception  of  Mr. 
Windham  and  Sir  WUUam  Dolhen,  was  una- 
nimously adopted  by  the  then  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  2dth  of  November,  1/05, 
—-The  Househaving  legally  ascertained,  that 
JMr.  Reeves  was  the  author,  or,  at  least,  the 
publisher,  of  the  letter,  Mr.  Sheridan  (on 
the  Idlh  of  Dec.  17.Q5),  after  professing  his 
wish  "  to  set  an  example  of  lenity  and 
"  mercy,"  and  suggest! ig  the  propriety  of 
"  removing  Mr.  Ree-ves  from  any  place  of 
*'  trust,"  concluded  with  the  following  mo- 
tion : — "  That  one  of  the  said  printed 
"  books"   (the   lettei)     '  be    burnt    by  the 

member  of  a  sentence,  for  ti.c  purpose  of  prosecu- 
tion, the  base  news-priiueis  ot  London  refused 
the  irieiids  of  Mr.  Reeves  to  insert  in  the-''r  p&pers, 
nor  a  juscification,  bui  ?n  expianation  jf  clit  pas- 
sage which  had  been  qu'jted  from  liis  letter!  There 
was  an  absolute  league  of  these  printers,  ami  He- 
KioT  in  particular,  -vshu  was  at  tlie  in)j  of  the 
Treasury,  whose  very  types  hiid  been  purchased 
out  of  the  public  mc>ney,  refused  to  insert  in  his 
paper  the  C'ltiie sc>  tcnce,  tiuiugh  jccompar.ied  with 
110  comment  at  all  ! — Vnd  tiiere  are  the  bie.^sings 
of  the  British  press!  Tins  is  the  •'■  hht' night  of  Bii- 
to'is,"  the  "  falladiuin  r.f  free  m'n  !''  Bcsiiiew  me  but 
it  glads  my  heart  to  see  that  Buonaparte  has  taken 
hold  oi  it  !  He  will,  if  I  am  not  much  deceived, 
amply  avenge  the  cause  of  Mr.  Reeves  and  of  all  the 
other  loyal  men,  whcm  this  press  has  uniformly 
defamed.  I'here  is  a  icii^  account  to  settle  with 
it  in  behalf  of  the  American,  the  French,  and  i!ie 
Irish  loyalists  ;  a  long  arrear  of  puni  hment  due  for 
fomenting  and  feeding  the  several  rebellions,  the 
success  of  which,  has  finally  raised  up  a  man  ca- 
pable of  inflicting  on  it  a  suitable  chastisement. — 
The  House  of  Commons  too!  What  will  tney  say 
to  the  insolent  publications  of  the  Moniteur, 
which  are  circulated  through  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  trunslatiom  of  which  are  also  sold 
with  as  little  apprehension  as  a  man  would  sell  a 
bible  ?  Will  the  House  of  Commons  look  over 
this  .'  Can  they  possibly  wink  at  a  publication,  in 
which  laws  are  dictated  to  them,  in  which  it  is,  in 
eo  many  words,  proposed  to  sew  up  their  mouths 
for  two  years,  to  "  punhh  t'i.ir  t'.ngue^,"  if  they  use 
those  tongues  too  Irccly  !  Will  not  Mr.  Sheridan 
make  a  motion  to  have^this  malicious  libel  burnt 
by  tJie  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  though  it 
eomes  from  the  press  of  the  French  gov. 


"  hand^  of  the  common  hangman,  in  New 
■■'  Palace  Yard,  Westni-nsrer,  on  Monday 
"  the  21sl  day  of  this  instant  Decetnb':r,  at: 
"  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon ;  and 
"  that  another  of  the  said  prinfed  books  be 
"  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
"  man  before  .the  Royal  Exchange  in  Lon- 
"  don,  on  Tuesday  the  22d  day  of  this  in- 
"  slant  December,  at  the  same  hour  ;  and 
•'  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlesex  do 
"  attend  at  the  said  time  and  places  respec- 
"  lively,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  burnt 
"  there  accordingly." — To  this  lenient  and 
merciful  motion  an  amendment  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  finally  carried,  leaving 
out  the  whole  except  the  word  "  that,"  and 
substituting  an  address  to  his  Majesty  to 
cause  Mr.  Reeves  to  be  prosecuted  for  the 
ailedged  libel.  Mr.  Dtindas,  who  was 
not  in  the  House  when  the  former  mo- 
tion passed,  beb.aved,  on  this  occasion,  iu 
a  manner  that  did  him  infinite  credit. 
He  boldly  stated  the  motives,  which 
had  induced  the  opposition  to  make  this 
attack  upon  Mr.  Reeves,  and  severely  repro- 
bated the  attempt  now  made  to  render  th« 
House  at  once  p-rty,  prosecutor,  and  judge. 
LoKD  Sheffii-xd  said,  that  he  saw  "  one 
*'  set  of  men,  instead  of  prosecuting  a  libel 
"  against  the  constitution,  meant  to  perse- 
"  cute  a  man  whom  they  considered  as  iiav- 
"  iVig  counteracted  their -vieivs ;  and,  on  the 
"  other  side,  a  dciire  to  shrink  frojn  and  ■wltii- 
"  bold,  the  common  proteetian  due  to  a  man, 
"  whom  it  was  evidently  intended  to  op- 
"  press,  although  they  did  not  consider  hini 
"  as  guilty.'' — In  consequence  of  iMr.  Dun- 
das's  amendment,  a  prosecution  was  com- 
menced against  Mr.  Reeves,  whose  letter  a 
court  and  jury  determined  7Wi!  to  be  a  libel,  and 
it  has,  accordingly,  been  republished,  and  is 
now  to  be  purchased  in  every  book-shop  ia 
London, 

Before  I  remark,  Sir,  on  the  part  which 
you  took  in  this  persecution,  1  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  advert  to  one  of  the  circumstan- 
ces, under  which  the  matter  was  brought 
forward.  It  was  ushered  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  contended  for  the  precedence, 
with  a  defence  of  Citizen  Lee,  made  by 
Mr.  Sturt,  Mr.  Grey,  and  others,  but  p:i!!i- 
cularly  by  Mr.  Grey.  Now,  Sir,  this  Ciii- 
zen  Lee,  having  escaped  from  the  hands  of 
justice  in  England,  came  to  the  city  where  I 
lived  at  that  time  (Philadelphia),  and  where, 
in  order,  I  suppose,  to  furnish  an  illustratioa 
of  Mr.  Grey's  defence  of  him,  he  hung  out 
at  the  door  of  the  house  where  he  lodged, 
absolutely  out  in  the  street,  a  large  printed 
paper,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  subscrip- 
tions to  a  work,  which  I\e  proposed  to  put 
to  press  under  the  patronage  of  the  citizcas 
E  2 


1033 


COBBETT's  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


riot 


of  Philndelphin,  entitled,  "  A  History  of 
*'  THE  Ckimes  of  THt;  Tyrant   George 

"    GUELI'H,  COMMONLY  CALLED    KlNG    OF 

*•'  Great  Britain,"  to  which  proposals  he 
founds  in  a  city  containing  sixty  thousand 
souls,  but  ^^t;^  persons  infamous  enough  to 
put  their  names;  and,  in  consequence  of  this 
hopeful  debut,  the  citizen  wns,  in  a  very  short 
time,  hooted  out  of  Philadelphia,  and  soon 
after  took  up  his  quarters  in  the  jail  of  New 
York. —  Such  was  one  of  the  execrable  vil- 
lains, who  were  defended  by  the  persecutors 
of  Mr.  Reeves  ! 

But,  Sir,  from  the  defenders  of  Citizen 
tee,  I\Ir.  Reeves  had  to  expect  persecution  : 
not  so  fronvi'fi//,  whose  former  dangerous  er- 
rors he  was  endeavouring  to  eradicate  from 
the  minds  of  the  deluded  people,  and  who 
now  professed  to  be  enagaged  in  the  same 
cause  with  himself:  yet,  1  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  it  v/as  you  whose  advice 
determined  Mr.  Pitt  to  abandon  and  to  sa- 
critice  him.  At  any  rate,  your  name  ap- 
peared amongst  the  foremost  of  those,  who 
demanded  punishment  on  his  head,  and 
who  replied,  or  attempted  to  reply,  to  Mr. 
Windham's  defence  of  the  publication.  "  We 
"  are  now,"  said  you,  "  endeavouring  to 
*'  check  seditious  and  Uhcllous  publications  of 
"  an  opposite  {enAzncy ;  it,  therefore, becomes 
"  us,  in  order  to  vindicate  ourselves  from 
*■'  the  charge  of  inju'^tice  and  partiality,  when 
"  publications  of  a  seditious  nature  are  nn- 
"  der  contemplation,  to  take  proper  notice 
"  of  the  insidious  pamphlet  now  before  us."* 
And  this  was  the  ground  on  which  you  vot- 
ed for  the  prosecution  !  These  are  your  no- 
tions of  justice  !  These  are  the  notions  of  a 
"  well-meaning,''  a  "  conscientious,"  man  ! 
Of  a  man  who,  on  all  convenient  occasions, 
prefers  his  claim  to  a  monopoly  of  upright 
and  conscientious  motives,  and  also  of  poli- 
tical prudence  ! — What,  I  pi  ay  you,  Sir,  had 
Mr.  Reeves's  pamphlet  to  do  with  those 
"  seditious  and  libellous  publications  of  an 
"  opposite  tendency,"  which  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  ot  t!ie  House  to  prevent  ? 
Because  it  had  become  necessary  to  pass  two 
Acts  for  the  punishing  of  treason  and  sediiicn, 
was  it,  "  therefore^'  necessary  to  punish  loyally? 
because  HorneTooke,  and  Hardy, the  shoe- 
naker,  had  so  far  acted  upon  the  principles 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  as  to  endanger  the 
existence  of  the  slate  ;  because  it  had  be- 
come necessary  in  1795,  I  j  punish,  as  sedi- 
tious libels  (which  tliey  really  were),  publi- 
cations, which  the  Reformers  had  issued, 
with  impunity,  in  l/'82  and  1784;  because 
it  had  become  necessary  \o  punish  those  un- 
lawful, indammaiory,  mischievous  publica- 
tionSj  tending  immediately  to  n  radical  revo- 
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lution,  to  the  complete  destruction  of  tha 
parliament,  the  monarch,  and  the  m.onarchy  j 
because  it  had  become  just  and  necessary  to 
punish  publications  like  these, was  it,  "/^ur^- 
_/yrc,"  just  and  necessary  to  punish  a  publica- 
tion of  an  "  opposite  tendency,"  a  publication 
full  of  loyalty,  and  containing  not  a  single 
sentiment  which  was  not,  and  which  is  not, 
strictly  conformable  to  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Church?  Hov/ 
came  it  "  consdentious,"  I  pray  you,  to  pur- 
sue, to  harass,  to  punish  Mr.  Reeves,  for  the 
sake  of  vindicating  yourself  "  from  the 
"  charge  of  ivjustiee  and  partiality"  with  re- 
spect to  another  matter,  in  which  Mr. 
Reeves  had  no  concern  ?  It  must  be  confess- 
ed that,  at  a  time  v^'hen  two  Acts,  two  Acts 
extremely  necessary,  but  containing  provi- 
sions theretofore  unknown  to  the  laws  of 
this  country;  it  must  be  confessed,  that, 
while  Acts  like  these  were  passing  through 
the  House,  and  while  it  waswell  known  that 
the  disgraceful  and  fatal  cause  of  them 
sprang  from  the  principles  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary reformers,  it  was  very  natural  for 
those  reformers  to  seek  for  some  sacrifice 
wherewith  to  appease  the  clamours  of  their 
ancient  associates,  some  sop  wherewith  to 
stop  the  mouth  of  the  discarded  Cerberus, 
or,  to  repeat  your  own  words,  some  oppor- 
tunity of  "  vindicating  yourselves  from  the 
"  charge  of  injustice  and  partiality  ;"  but, 
would  not  justice  have  suggested  another 
sort  of  sacrifice  than  that  which  was  fixed 
on  ?  Would  it  not  have  called  on  you  and 
Mr,  Pitt  and  Mr.  Beaufoy  for  a  manly  ac- 
knowledgment of  your  errors;  for  an  ex- 
plicit retraction  of  the  dangerous  principles, 
of  which,  through  youth  and  inexperience, 
you  had  contributed  to  the  propagation; 
for  an  ex]iression  of  deep  repentance  for  the 
past,  and  a  promise  of  being  more  prudent 
for  the  future.'  Such  conduct  v/ould  have 
indicated  true  greatness  of  mind,  and  such, 
I  hope,  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  had  he  not  in  this,  as  in  too  many  other 
cases,  yielded  to  your  advice. 

The  evil  consequences  of  the  abandoning 
and  the  persecuting  of  Mr.  Reeves,  both 
with  respect  to  the  parties  and  to  the  nation 
at  large,  have  been  much  greater  than  you 
v/ould  be  ready  to  acknowledge,  or,  perhaps, 
than  you  really  are  aware  of;  for,  not  to  be 
able  to  penetrate  beneath  the  surface  of 
events  does,  indeed,  appear  to  be  an  indis- 
pensable requisite  in  a  "  y(7/>  politician."— 
At  the  lime  \vhen  the  persecution  took 
place,  I  was  verv  well  situated  for  forming  a 
tolerably  correct  opinion  as  to  the  elTect, 
which  it  produced  in  the  world.  I  bad  aa 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  sentiments,  on 
this  subject,  of  the  officers  of  the  executive 
government  in  America^  of  the  menibers  of 
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the  legislature,  and,  in  oneway  or  other,  of 
nearly  all  the  highest  and  best  informed 
men  in  that  country,  and  I  do  solemnly  de- 
clare, that  I  never  heard  the  persecution  of 
INIr.  Reeves  spoken  of  but  with  the  utmost 
indignation,  or  contempt,  of  the  parties  by 
whom  it  was  urged.  One  gentleman  in 
particular  1  knew,  at  whose  table  Mr,  Pitt 
had,  for  many  years,  constantly  been  the 
iirst  toast,  and  who,  after  reading  the 
tlebate,  to  which  1  have  above  alluded, 
not  only  discontinued  this  mark  of  his 
respect,  but  who  actually  new-named  a 
country  seat,  which,  in  his  enthusiastic  ad- 
miration of  the  English  minister,  he  had 
called  Pittsbill. ^—Wuh.  respect  to  myself, 
the  impression  which  was  produced  by  the 
reading  of  that  debate  is  never  to  be  effac- 
ed. 1  had  but  just  then  entered  on  the 
career  of  politics,  I  had  published  only 
two  or  three  of  my  pamphlets.  Full  as  1 
was  of  admiration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  ardent  as 
v/as  my  zeal  in  defence  of  his  measures  and 
his  character,  1  leave  you  to  guess,  Sir,  at 
my  feelings  upon  hearing  of  the  treatment 
of  Mr,  Reeves,  of  the  abamloniiig  and  the 
fcrsccniing  of  the  founder  of  the  Loyal 
Associations  !  It  operated,  on  the  powers 
of  my  mind,  like  one  of  those  shocks  that 
hurries  the  blood  back  again  to  the  heart  ! 
*'  Ah,  ah  I"  said  I,  "  is  it  thus  that  loyalty 
"  is  rewarded  in  England  ?  Is  it  thus  that 
*'  Mr,  Pitt  supports  those  who  support 
"  him  ?  If  so,  it  is  better  to  leave  loyalty 
"  and  Mr,  Pitt  to  support  themselves." — 
Unable,  however,  to  resist  the  desire  of  op- 
posing the  enemies  of  my  country,  I  con- 
tinued those  labours  which  had  already 
been  attended  with  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree of  success  J  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
made  a  solemn  resolution  never  to  expose 
myself  to  the  ingratitude  experienced  by  Mr. 
Reeves, 

Now,  Sir,  though  you  may  ask,  with  a 
sneer,  ^hat  barm  did  all  this  do  to  Mr.  Pitt  ? 
it  amounts,  at  least,  to  a  strong  corroboia- 
tive  proof,  not  only  of  the  injustice  towards 
Mr,  Reeves,  but  of  the  evil  consequences  of 
that  injustice.  V/e  Philadelphians  knew 
nothing  of  the  persecuted  gentleman.  None 
of  us  ever  expected  to  see  him.  We  were 
strongly  prepo-sessed  in  favour  of  every 
thing  said  and  done  by  Mr.  Pitt,  And  yet, 
I  can  truly  declare,  that  this  transaction  did, 
in  America,  at  least,  more  iniury  to  the 
character  of  Ivlr.  Pitt  than  any  other  act  of 
his  administration,  not  excepting  those  acts 
which  were  regarded  as  hostile,  and  which 
certainly  were  highly  injurious  to  that 
country.  And,  observe,  Sir,  that  America 
was  (he  only  foreign  nation  where  the  real 
merits  of  the  case  could  possibly  be  well 
understood,     Thtrc  our  language  is  EpQ- 


ken  J  there  our  laws  prevail  j  there  the 
people  had  been  accustomed  minutely  to 
discuss  the  principles  of  the  Britis.h  govern- 
ment 5  and,  there,  with  a  loud  aUd  unani- 
mous voice,  the  persecution  of  IMr.  Pieeves 
was  condemned.  If  you  tell  me,  that,  in 
spite  of  this  condemnation  ;  in  spite  of  the 
distrust,  which  the  abandoning  Mr,  Reeves 
may  have  excited  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
in  the  breasts  of  both  writers  and  statesmen  ; 
if  you  tell  me,  that,  in  spite  of  all  these,  and 
of  whatever  other  evils  I  can  attribute  to  the 
adoption  of  your  advice,  Mr.  Pitt  is  still  a 
great  man,  and  that,  come  to  Parliament 
when  he  will,  a  majority  is  still  in  his  fa- 
vour;  if  you  tell  me  this,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind you,  that  a  minister  may  preserve  his 
own  pozuer  unimpaired,  while  ibat  of  bis  comi' 
^r)' is  crunibling  into  dust  5  and  that,  a  ma- 
jority in  Parliament  will  not,  when  the  hour 
arrives,  parry  the  balls  of  Buonaparte,  Amidst 
all  the  heinous  and  innumerable  crimes  of 
the  French  revolutionists,  they  have  rigidly 
and  uniformly  observed  that  most  essential 
national  vlrlue, Jidclitrj  to  their  adherents ;  and 
that  we  have  neglected  this  virtue  is,  uafor- 
tunately,  but  too  notorious,  France  has  Con- 
stantly protected  the  rebels  of  other  countries 
who  joined  her  standard,  while  we  have,  on 
all  pressing  occasions,  as  constantly  abandon- 
ed the  royalists  fighting  under  ours  : — France 
has  exalted  the  rank  and  extended  the  do- 
minions of  the  princes  who  espoused  her 
cause,  while  those  who  relied  upon  the  pro- 
tection of  England  have  lost  both  their  ter- 
ritories and  their  rank  : — France  has  under- 
taken a  new  war  for  the  sake  of  her  parti- 
zans  in  Switzerland  ;  England,  rather  than  de- 
lay the  conclusion  ofpeacefor  an  hour,  base- 
ly abandoned  the  Royalists  of  La  Vendee  :— • 
Fratice  demanded,  and  obtained,  the  release 
of  a  British  subject,  condemned  for  high 
treason  by  a  British  court  of  justice;  England, 
abandoned  and  persecuted  the  founder  of  her 
loyal  associations  :■ — France  is  the  mistress  of 
the  world,  and  England  is  ready  to  crouch 
at  her  feet.— Such,  Sir,  iias  been  the  course, 
and  such  the  consequences,  of  that  "  safe' 
system  of  policy,  which  you  and  other  "  p-w 
dent"  men  imposed  upon  Mr,  Pitt,  which  met 
with  an  ample  exemplification  in  the  aban- 
doning and  persecuting  of  Mr,  Reeves,  and 
which,  unless  it  be  rooted  out  of  the  heart 
and  the  mind  of  the  government,  must  and 
will  inevitably  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the 
monarchy  and  the  subjugation  of  the  people. 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
London,  25lh  Jan.  1S03.     Wm,  Couiiii'i-r. 


OJs  f.r  ihe  N.-w   Yea,,    iSci,,   by  U.  J.  Pye,  tsj. 
Poet  Lauient. 

'Thon\'h  the  tempestuous  winds  no  more 
I'iiC  zr.,".iu  v»-iih  HD^fy  i^aiauj  iwtrep, 
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Though  rsging  *p^a!n«t  the  soundinjr  shore 
No  longer  howl  the  inipetuous  seas  ; 

But  sooihtd  to  rest,  the  billows  '.Icep, 

Save  where  soft  Zephyr's  tf  pitl  breeze 

Fans  wirh  its  silkeu  wing  the  rippling  deep  j 

"Yet  still  wiih  unremitting  eye 

The  pilot  marks  the  uncertJfin  sky, 

The  seiunan  watclies  still  the  gale, 

Pri}mpt  or  to  spread  or  fiitl  tlie  sail, 

Mindiul  of  rsany  a  danger  past, 
Tost  by  the  turbid  wave,  check'd  by  the  adverse 
blast. 

II. 

Not  keen  Suspicion's  jealous  glance, 
Not  fierce  Contention's  feverish  r.'ge, 

Shi.li  hid  Hritannia  point  the  lance 

New  Realms  to  grayp,  ne\y  Wars  to  v/age. 

Jn  conscious  rectitude  elate, 

In  conscious  power  secui'eiy  great, 

While  she  bciiolds  the  dang'rous  tide 

Of  battle's  criins(in  wave  subside, 

Though  firm  she  stands  in  act  to  dare 

The  storms  of  renovated  War, 

Htr  ready  sword,  her  lifted  shield, 

Provoke  not  the  ensangyin'd  field, 

More  than  the  wary  pilot's  cautions  urge 
The  wind's  tempestuous  strife,  or  swell  the  foam- 
ing surge, 

in, 

O  from  our  Sliores  be  fxi/cd  far 

^■Imliition'i  luild  and  iCitLis  c/eiv, 

Who  througii  the  bleeding  paths  of  IJ-'iir 

False  Glory's  dsmon-foim  pursue, 
Whose  burning  t/iint,  still  unsubdu'd 

By  cic!!t;rci  of  glt'.llicsi  blood, 

Glares  on  the  regions  lound  wiih  pend-Uke  eycsf 
While  scarce  a   vanijuisli'd  woild  its  wish  sup- 
plies ; 
"Yet  ne'er  may  Sloth's  inglorious  charm 
Uiinerve  the  manly  Hritcju's  arm, 
IQor  Sophistiy's  insidious  art 
E'er  lull  the  manly  Briton's  heart. 
Llay  Peace,  with  Plenty  by  her  side. 
Long,  long  o'er  Albion's  fields  preside  ; 
Long  may  her  breath,  with  placid  gale. 
Of  Commerce  swell  the  happy  sail  ; 
But  roused  in  Justice's  sacred  cause. 
Insulted  nghts  or  viol  itcd  laws. 
Still  may  her  sons  with  tierce  delight 
Flame  in  the  gleamy  van  of  tight, 
Spread  o'er  the  tented  plain,  or  brave 
With  warlike  prow  the  hostile  wave; 
And  on  each  firm  ingenuous  breast 
Be  tl'.is  eternal  truth  impress'd, 
Peace  only  sheds  perennial  joys  on  those 
Who  guard  with  dauntless  arm  the  blessings  Peace 
bestows. 
We  have  inserted  the  above  ode  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing  our  readers  to  whst  an 
excess   of  party   malignity  your  "   modest, 
"  ^uell-meanirtg,  conscicniioui'  men  will  some- 
times go.     The  reader  will  at  once  perceive^ 
that  Mr.  Pye  has  been  ordered  to  put  into 
rhyme  the  creed  of  the  *' jc^-'I- polhiciausj" 
and,  it  niust  be  confessed,  that  his  version  is 
perfectly  correct,   though  part  of  it  is  little 
more  than  a  paraphrase  of  a  passage  in  the 
Moniteur,  as  will,  we  trust,   clearly  appear 
from  ihe  following  comparative  view  : 

POET    LAURE-aT.  MONlTELiR. 

O  from  our  shores  he         The    ivat-    hwiion    of 
#A;y"i//;i;  ambition's  svild     England,  Lore.  Grenviile, 


and  rest/eis  crrzv,  vho  Lord  Minto,  and  Mr. 
through  ihchleeding paths  Windham,  have  nothing 
of  war  false  glory's  dic-  left  but  their  remorse, 
?H(5K- f 0 i m  pursue,  whose  vvhich /iKri/ffi  them,  tor" 
burnin(>  thirst,  ^till  un-  oti;;;/';  them,  and  gives  lo 
suld::'d  by  dJuges  of  pjiilt-  all  their  speeches  that 
kss  blood,  glares  on  the  Juricm  tone  which,  re- 
regions  round  \\ith fiend-  veals  the  state  of  their 
/ike  eyes,  while  scarce  a  minds.  Tioub/e,  disorder, 
vanquish'd  world  their  and  b/ood  can  alone  re- 
wish  supplies.  —  Yet  lieve  them;  they  wish 
ne'er  may  sloth's  inglo-  for  trouble,  disorder,  and 
rious  charm  unnerve  the  bicod.  Their  speeches 
manly  Briton's  aim,  iScc.  are  those  which  the  ce- 
lel  rated  Milton  has  put 
into  the  mouth  of  5fl/fl«. 

It  is  itnpossible  not  to  perceive  here  an 
exact  coincidence  of  sentiment  between  the 
ode  of  his  Majesty's  poet  laureat,  and  the 
columns  of  that  infamous  gazette,  in  which 
his  Majesty  has  been  styled  arcvjarder  of  as- 
sassins. Mr.  Pyc  has  been  made  (for  we 
never  can  suppo.se  it  a  voluntary  act)  to  add 
his  mite  to  the  united  exertions  of  the  laii- 
nistry  and  the  old  opposition,  and  the  chief 
object  of  which  exertions  is  to  lull  the  nation 
to  sleep,  an  enterprize  for  which,  as  appears 
from  the  very  circumstantial  relation  of  a 
celebrated  modern  critic,  the  Laureat,  is 
wonderfully  gifted. — "  JNIr.  Pye,"  says  the 
author  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature,  "  with 
"  the  best  intentions,  if  not  vv'ith  the  very 
"  best  poetry,  translated  the  verses  of 
"  TyrtDcus  the  Spartan.  They  were  de- 
"  signed  to  produce  anmatmi  throughout 
"  the  kingdom,  and  amongst  the  militia  in 
"  particular.  Several  of  the  reviewing  ge- 
"  nerals  were  much  impressed  with  their 
"  weight  and  importance j  and,  at  a  board 
"  of  general  officers,  an  experin?ent  was 
"  agreed  upon,  v/hich  unfortunately  failed. 
"  They  were  read  aloud  at  Warley  Com- 
"  mon,  and  at  Barham  Dov\-ns,  by  the  ad- 
"  jutants,  at  the  head  of  live  different  regi- 
"  ments,  at  each  camp,  and  much  Avas  ex- 
"  pected.  But  before  they  were  half  fmish- 
"  ed,  all  the  front  ranks,  and  as  many  of  the 
"  others  as  Avere  within  hearing  or  verse 
"  shot,  dropped  their  arms  suddenly,  and 
"  wtxeallfound  fast  asleep  !  Marquis Towns- 
"  hend,  who  never  approved  of  the  scheme, 
"  said,  with  his  usual  pleasantry,  that  the 
"  first  of  all  poets  observed,  that,  "  sleep  is 
"  the  brother  of  death.'" — Piemembering  this 
curious  fact,  and  fearing  that  the  nation 
might  be  roused  by  the  exertions  of  the 
"  new  opposition,"  the  Richmond  Park  mi- 
nistry seem  to  have  put  Mr,  Pye's  soporifick 
powers  in  a  state  of  requisition  ;  and,  if  we 
are  not  misinformed,  the  zeal  with  which 
thev  have  been  exerted  on  this  occasion,  is 
to  obtain  the  laureat  the  honour  of  a  place  in 
Mr.  Gillray's  excellent  caricature,  called 
"  Bkitannia's   lvllaby/'  cf  which    the 
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principal  personage  is,  Mr.  Addington  in  the 
character  of  an  ohl  woman. 


A    HINT    TO    "    TlIK    FAMILY. 

Sir, — Give  me  leave  through  ihe  channel 
of  your  paper,  which  1  know  will  not  escape 
■the  notice  of  our  safe  and  prudent  ministers, 
to  recommend  to  their  attention  a  project 
which  a  late  measure  of  theirs  has  suggest- 
ed ;—*-namely,  the  appointment  of  a  board 
of  commissioners  for  executing  the  offices  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  of  the  Judges,  (they 
still  retaining  their  rank  and  emoluments) 
with  new  and  suitable  pov/ers,  and  the  com- 
missioners to  consist  of  the  friends  oi  the  fa- 
mily solely,  with  Mr.  Hiley  Addington,  de- 
corated with  a  peerage,  at  their  head,  only  to 
save  appearances,  it  may  be  proper  to  have 
one  eminent  lawyer  amongst  them.— I  am 
sure  the  utility  of  this  project  must  be  ob- 
vious to  you.  Air.  Cobbett,  and  therefore, 
shall  not  enter  at  large  into  ray  reasons  in 
support  of  it :  one  circumstance,  however,  I 
cannot  allow  to  escape  me,  it  will  render 
any  communication  with  tiie  present  Lord 
Chancellor  in  a  great  degree  unnecessary  to 
his  wise  brother  chancellor,  and  consequent- 
ly prevent  the  measures  of  the  latter  being 
crossed  in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  on  certain 
late  occasions. — It  will  be  proper  to  allow 
Mr.  Hiley  Addington,  as  first  commissioner, 
an  annual  salary  of  at  least  ci 20,000,  and  I 
recommend  this  in  preference  to  applying  to 
a  parliament  for  a  remuneration,  because  it 
being  barely  possible  that  the  people  of  this 
country  may  be  roused  from  their  present 
lethargy  to  a  just  sense  of  the  obligations 
they  owe  the  family,  it  may  not  be  quite  pru- 
dent to  trust  to  a  future  parliament  for  a 
suitable  provision  for  so  respectable  a  mem- 
ber of  it. — Perhaps,  several  strong  objections 
may  be  urged  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  lavv, 
as  well  as  others,  to  my  plan  ;  but  I  profess, 
that  after  the  most  serious  consideration,  I 
can  find  none  more  weighty  than  these 
which  have  been  made  against  a  late  bill, 
and  so  satisfactorily  answered  by  the  friends 
Kii  the  family. — For  myself,  Mr.  Cobbett,  un- 
less I  see  in  the  True  Briton  or  Sun,  of 
which  you  need  not  doubt  I  am  a  constant 
reader,  an  advertisement  calling  me  to  take 
upon  myself  the  office  of  secretary  to  the 
Kew  Board,  I  shall,  if  my  scheme  be  adopt- 
ed, content  myself  with  reflecting  on  the 
good  I  have  done  my  country,  and  the  proof 
1  have  given  of  my  attachment  to  the  family. 
— How  far  the  api)ointment  of  a  like  com- 
mission to  take  care  of  the  adairs  of  the 
church  may  be  proper,  I  leave  to  wiser 
heads  to  determine,  and  as  to  the  other 
learned  profession  I  will  by  no  means  touch 
on  that,  lest  I  should  be  supposed  to  make 


any  particular  allusion  to  the  first  great  maa 
of  the  family.     I  remain,  Sec.  &c. 
Prescot,  Tld  Jan.  1S03.  JMarcus, 

HONDURAS. 

The  fol/owing  paper  kns  been  some  feiu  day!  in  -print,  and 
ii  undcntood  to  come  f'Om  the  pui tics,  luiio  arc  more 
imtiiediately  interested  in  the  trade  to  Honduras. 
The  report  of  a  difference  between  this  govern- 
ment and  the  court  of  Spain,  on  the  subject  of  the 
British  establishments  at  Honduras,  is  now  very 
generally  credited. — Colonel  Barrow,  who  is  now 
gone  out  to  take  the  command  of  the  Briti.sir  set- 
tlement at  Honduras,  is  the  same  ofliccr  who,  in 
ihe  year  1798,  with  Captain  Moss,  of  the  Navy, 
since  dead,  repelled  a  very  formidable  attack  of  the 
Spaniards  under  General  O'Neil,  consisting  of  a 
numerous  land  force,  and  a  flotilla  of  boat;-.  But 
this  armament  was  compelled  to  retreat  with  con- 
siderable loss.  In  consequence  of  this  success,  the 
British  boundaries  were  considerably  extended; 
tlieir  extension,  indeed,  was  peifectly  necessary, 
for  we  had  so  cleared  the  counny  in  our  possession 
of  logwood,  that  any  more  which  we  wanted  to 
procure  was  got  at  so  great  an  expense,  on  account 
of  its  distance  from  the  coast,  rhat  it  enhanced  its 
cost  almost  beyond  wliat  it  would  hear.  This  being 
th,e  case,  and  having,  by  right  of  conquest,  ac- 
quired such  additional  territory,  and  in  such  a  fa- 
vourable situation,  that  we  could  not  only  cut, 
but  transport  it  down  the  rivers  to  the  coast,  at  a 
comparatively  trivial  expense;  it  became  an  object 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  have  tliis  additional 
acquisition  secured  in  the  treaty  of  peace.-^-To 
this  end,  the  merchants  at  Honduras  made  the  pro- 
per representations  to  their  correspondents  in 
London,  and,  in  consequence  of  tliis,  a  deputation 
from  the  committee  of  the  principal  merchants  of 
I-ondon,  trading  to  Honduras,  immediately  after 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed,  waited 
upon  Lord  Hobart,  one  of  his  M-:jesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  with  a  memorial,  representing 
their  situation,  and  praying  that  it  might  not  be 
lost  sight  of,  but  receive  every  requisite  confirma- 
tion in  the  usual  form..  Another  deputation  of  the 
same  committee,  v.'aited  also  upon  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  with  another  memorial  to  the  same  eiTect, 
while  the  definicive  treaty  was  drawing  up,  and 
long  before  it  was  signed.  The  British  ministry 
cannot,  therefore,  plead  ignorance  on  thii;  import- 
ant subject. — It  is  u.nforiuuate,  peihaps,  that  no- 
thing v.-as  stipulated  upon  this  subject  in  the  treaty 
of  Amiens.  We  do  not  mean, that  by  the  omission 
or  by  the  general  abrogation  of  former  treaties,  our 
right  to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  is 
cancelled — But  negotiating  witii  parties  who  were 
extremely  likely  to  cavil,  it  wouid  liave  bten  wise 
to  anticipate,  as  far  as  possible,  every  ground  of 
dispute.  The  French  negotiated  throughout,  as 
Lord  Bolingbroke  says  of  rheni,  durJn!v  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  peace  of  Utreclii,  "  like  pedlars,  or, 
what  is  worse,  like  attornies."'  It  was  necessary, 
therefore,  to  bind  themdown  like  pettifoggers,  who 
wished  to  take  advantage  of  every  flaw. — But,  re- 
gretting that  these  precautions  were  not  employed, 
we  assert,  with  confidence,  that  the  pretensions  of 
the  Spaniard:,  to  molest  out  "  establishment"  at 
Honduras,  are  most  captious  and  unwarrantable.  It 
is  true,  that  in  treaties  of  peace,  as  in  all  other 
positive  contracts,  obligations  not  specified  aie  not 
to  be  easily  presumed.  But  treaties  that  liave 
once  existed,  though  not  ]ierpetual  in  all  their  sti- 
pulations, have,  and  ought  to  have,  pcrmancnr 
consequences.  The  state  of  possession  in  Europe 
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Js,  in  a  thousant!  wavf,  the  effect  of  cessions,  ex- 
changes jntroductd  by  treaties  no  longer  iu  toicc. 
The  very  act  of  a  ne^s' treaty,  between  states  at 
least,  ratifies  and  confirms  the  state  of  possession 
in  things  not  altered.  It  is  only  the  new  cessions, 
tlienew  stateof  possession.th.tt  becomes  the  :ubject 
of  convention.  Trinidad  is  ceded  by  Spain,  by  tlic 
treaty  of  Amiens.  Our  rights  to  cut  wood,  &c.  in 
the  IJay  of  Honduras,  a  thing  of  le^s  value,  per- 
haps, than  tlie  island  ceded,  are  not  mentioned, 
but  arc  they,  therefore,  given  up?  Had  Spain 
deprived  us  of  that  possession  during  the  war, 
and  if  no  stipulation  had  been  made  in  the  treaty 
of  Amiens  for  restoring  it,  there  might  have  been 
some  pretext  for  supposing  that  the  right  was 
■\vholly  extinguished.  But  this  was  not  the  case. 
We  continued  in  full  possession  of  every  thing  we 
had  previously  enjoyed.  That  pos':ession,  such  as 
it  existed,  is, confirmed,  not  abrogated,  by  the  new 
t.  of  peace.  Our  rights  to  cut  logwood  in  the  B. 
of  H.  therefore,  stand  just  where  they  did.  This 
principle  is  so  clear,  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
quote  any  authority  for  it.  •'  The  non-renewal 
of  treaties,"  says  Mably,  "  gives  no  right  to  re- 
claim a  domain  which  lias  been  ceded  ;  for,"  says 
lie,  "the  treaty  subsequent  to  that  which  is  not 
renewed,  establishes  therespcctiveandactual  state 
of  the  contracting  parties  ;  and  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  that  treaty  to  aaempt  to  enter  upon 
the  possessions  ceded  by  a  preceding  treaty,  under 
pretence  that  it  is  no  longer  bindirig."  7  he  rule 
applies  equally  to  such  a  right  as  we  formerly 
enjoyed,  as  to  a  right  of  absolute  sovereignty. — 
It  is  clear,  therefoie,  that  supposing  the  right  of 
this  country  to  cut  logwood  at  Honduras  had 
been  established  originally  by  the  Con  v.  of  the 
T^th  of  July,  1786,  the  latest  upon  the  subject, 
that  right  would  be  now  as  perfect  and  comi)lete 
as  could  be  desired.  Spain  rwighr  just  as  well 
pretend  that  we  have  no  right  to  Jamaica  or  Gi- 
braltar, btcaufe  the  treaty  of  Mndiid  of  1667,  in 
which  the  possession  of  Jamaica  is  only  recogniz- 
ed, and  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  17131  wlure 
Gibraltar  is  ceded,  are  not  renewed.  But,  in  fact, 
the  right  of  this  country  to  cut  wood  at  llonduias 
is  not  so  much  created  as  explained  by  treaty. 
It  is  a  right  clothed  with  a  long  possession.  As 
.far  as  we  recollect,  the  first  recognition  of  it  is  in 
the  treaty  of  1763,  renewed  in  tiie  treaty  of  178.^, 
and  explained  by  the  Conv.  of  1786.  It  is  there 
mentioned,  and  always  has  been  considered  as 
something  short  of  dominion  or  soveitignty. — It 
is  a  sort  of  servitude  of  a  very  real  and  substan- 
tial nature  ;  and,  after  beirig  so  long  enjoyed,  so 
Tepeatedly  recognized,  it  is  impossible  for  any 
publicist  to  argue  that  it  is  abrogated  by  the  si- 
lence of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  Indeed  tlie  aigu- 
ment,  we  apprehend,  goes  very  much  in  favour  of 
this  country,  if  we  are  to  admit  general  reasoning 
to  fix  the  natiu-e  and  extent  of  our  right.  We  do 
not  know  that  it  might  not  very  fairly  he  argued, 
that  by  the  silence  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  wc  are 
in  a  better  situation  than  we  were.  We  appre- 
hend that  our  servitude,  our  tolerance,  our  [ire- 
carious  habitation  (for  we  h.ad  not  power  to 
build  a  foit  or  keep  a  garrison,  &:c,)  is  converted 
into  a  full  and  complete  dominion,  as  far  as  con- 
<iuest  can  confer  it.  We  have  remained  in  posscs- 
si:)n  duiing  the  war  :  we  have  built  forts  ;  we  have 
strengthened  our  position.  The  Spaniards,  seeing 
all  tl'.is,  cliose  to  be  silent  at  Amiens  !  Is  it  to  he 
presumed,  however,  that  bv  our  silence  we  aban- 
tiOn  an  old  contested  privilege,  retained  and 
strengtlicned  daring  the  war  ?  1  he  Spaniards,  by 
ihe  treaty,  cyiifirni  generally  all  our  possessions  in 


all  patts  of  the  world,  not  noticed  and  altered  by 
the  treaty  of  Amiens.  They  therefore  ackn(Av- 
ledpcd  our  possession  as  it  stood.  If  they  arc  to 
draw  the  jioint  of  Honduras  into  litigation,  we 
deny  that  they  have  a  claim  of  right,  or  that  wc 
arc  obliged  to  sue  for  an  indulgence.  Precedents 
are  in  our  favour.  The  Spaniards  by  the  treatv  of 
1667  did  not  <hoose  to  cede  formally  Jamaica, 
which  Cromwell  had  taken  from  them,  but  they 
conSrm  gencr;illy  our  possessions.  Could  they 
preten<l,  did  they  pretend,  tliat  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  featy  of  1667,  they  could  have  given 
our  settlers  in  Jamaica  a  notice  to  quit .'  Certainly 
not.  In  the  present  case  they  have  no  more  right. 
—  If  they  were  displeased  with  oin-  continuance  at 
Honduras,  they  ought  to  have  stipulated  by  treaty 
for  our  removal.  That  they  have  not  done.  They 
ought  to  be  very  glad  if  we  agreed  to  hold  our 
ri(;hts  to  Honduras  just  as  tliey  formerly  stood.  If 
they  quarrel  about  the  matter,  ministers  ought  to 
give  orders  to  strengthen  our  position  at  Honduras, 
send  out  reinforcements,  and  bid  the  Spaniards 
defiance.  This  we  are  disposed  to  think  should 
be  the  course. — Tlie  case  ap-pcars  to  be  so  plain, 
that  we  see  no  reason  why  the  cavils  of  France 
/we  cannot  call  it  Spain)  should  be  treated  with 
much  deference. — We  have  the  right,  wc  have  the 
power,  and  Buonaparte  should  be  taught  that  he 
must  not  domineer  when  he  has  not  the  ability  to 
act.  There  are  fifty  chicaneries  of  this  sort  in  loth  the 
Indies,  and  the  best  luay  is  to  trect  thetn  in  ihe  beginning, 
ivith  CGntcmff,  and  to  resist  them  ivith  vigour. — If  mi- 
nisters accept  the  establishment  of  Honduras  on 
the  old  footing,  they  will  shew  much  condesctn- 
sion.  They  ought  to  insist  peremptorily  on  our 
riplit,  and  if  they  revert  to  the  old  footing,  they 
Ought  to  ohiaiii-an  equi-valmt.  This  tone  would  speedily 
/'ring  the  French  and  Spaniards  to  1  eason. 

FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPEIIS. 

Letter  fom  the  Copt.  Gen.  of  Guadakupe  to  the  French 
M  n.  of  JMau'ie  and  Colonics.  Dated  Baise-TerrCf 
N'.v.  )5,  iSoi. 

Citizen  MjNiSTr.R — I  have  already  had  the 
honour  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  crimes  com- 
mitted on  the  night  between  the  6th  and  7th  of  Oc- 
tober, by  a  band  of  brigands,  of  all  colours,  who 
assassinated  twenty-three  citizens  in  difl'erent 
quarters  of  Guadaloupe. — A  special  tribunal  was 
charged  with  the  piosecution  and  trial  of  these 
crimes,  connected  with  a  conspiracy,  which  the 
punishment  of  the  chiefs  has  extinguished. — The 
prim  ipal  of  these  conspirators  were  Millet,  La- 
girarilinc,  Jean  Earbe,  and  I'etcr  Barse,  all  blacks, 
strained  with  every  species  of  crimes. — Tlie  first 
two  destroyed  themselves  after  they  were  con- 
demned to  sufl'tr  death  ;  the  third  was  executed 
v.ith  his  accomplices. — Mnce  these  examples  the 
colony  of  Guadaloupe  has  been  much  improved  in 
regard  to  internal  traiujuillity. — Those  from  whom 
the  colony  must  still  be  freed  are  composed  of  the 
remains  of  rebels,  wandering  about  in  the  woods, 
where  they  are  daily  perishing  by  famine  and  want, 
— If  there  still  exists  in  the  communes  of  this 
island  a  few  partisans  of  these  crimes,  they  con- 
ceal themselves;  but  I  have  taken  such  measures 
as  will  soon  enable  me,  with  certainty,  to  discover 
them. — I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I  had 
received  intelligence  of  various  bodies  of  rebels 
who  were  forming,  in  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas 
and  St.  banholomew,  new  plots  against  Guada- 
loupe.— I  have  obtained  certain  information  of 
this  ciicumstance,  by  the  return  of  the  frigate  La 
Didon,  which  1  had  dispatched  to  demand  these 
rebels  to  be  given  up  by  the  respective  goveinorj 
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of  these  two  colonle?. — 5onievesse!sbelongingtore- 
bels,  who  had  escaped  fromGu.^daloupe,  and  which 
were  employed  for  keeping  up  a  communication 
with  their  confidential  friends  in  that  island,  were 
there  found.  One  of  them  had  still  on  board  a  small 
cjuaiititv  of  ammunition,  part  of  which  they  had 
thrown  into  the  fca  when  they  saw  the  French 
frigate  approaching.  Bur  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
cipitarion  employed  in  this  business,  they  had  not 
time  to  compitte  it  when  the  frigate  ca.st  anchor 
close  to  tiiem.  The  brigands  abandoned  the  vessel, 
and  went  to  conceal  themselves  in  the  woods.  M. 
de  ^Vattc^storff,  commandanc  of  the  Danish 
Islands,  has  given  strict  orders  for  their  being  ar- 
rested. But  at  St.  Bartholomew,  M.  Kankerheim, 
the  governor,  did  not  think  himself  authorised  to 
pursue  the  same  steps. — 1  send  you  my  correspond- 
ence with  the  Sv/edish  governor,  in  order  that  the 
government  may  deliberate  on  the  conduct,  which 
the  tranquillity  of  ih'C  colonies  requires  from  all 
the  powers  of  Europe ;  for  it  is  not  certainly  the 
intention  of  the  .Swedish  government  to  give  an 
asylum  in  its  possessions  to  brigands,  who,  after 
having  polluted  with  all  their  crimes  the  French 
colonies,  hope  to  make  preparations  with  impunity 
for  the  commission  of  new  ones,  in  a  neighbouiing 
territory  in  friendship  with  the  republic.  Health 
and  respect,  (Signed)  Lacrosse. 

[This  letter  is  followed  by  another  from  Gate- 
reau,  commissioner  of  government  in  the  special 
tribunal  of  Guadaloupe,  to  rear-admiral  Lacrosse, 
containing  an  account  of  the  trial  and  death  of  the 
principal  conspirators.]  "  Tlie  suicide  committed 
by  Jean  Barbe,''  says  the  commissioner,  "  in  the 
priso-n  of  Saint  Anne,  proves  hov/  much  he  diead- 
cd  thejustice  of  the  tribunal,  and  the  sudden  death 
of  Girardine  in  that  of  Point-a-Petie  gives  us  rea- 
son at  least  to  presume  that  he  wished  to  avoid 
the  shame  of  punishment." 

The  examination  of  Peter  Barse,  says  he,  who 
alone  had  the  cour.^ge  to  survive  the  confession  of 
Iiis  crimes,  will  make  known  to  you  the  plot  which 
they  had  foolisl. ly  formed,  when  tiieir  minds  were 
heated  by  the  spirituous  liquors  with  which  they 
often  got  intoxicated  at  the  house  of  Millet  and 
Lagirardine.  You  will,  no  doubt,  be  convinced, 
with  the  tribunal,  tiiat  this  conspiracy  was  con- 
certed only  by  these  three  villains,  who  not  being 
able  to  conceive  the  hope  of  long  exercising  autho- 
rity over  the  rebels,  would  have  left  the  colony  in 
their  power,  after  getting  possession  of  their  plun- 
der.— The  colony  has  to  lament  the  death  of  23  of 
its  inhabitants,  who  perished  on  that  disastrous 
day.  The  avenging  justice  of  the  tribunal  has 
reached  and  destioyed  their  assassins.  Unfortu- 
natei}'-  it  has  not  yet  been  able  to  discover  the 
places  wkere  they  buried  thegold  and  silver,  which 
they  took  from  the  victims.  It  is  estimated  at 
150,000  francs.  It  was  an  impenetrable  secret 
with  these  villains,  who  always  make  false  decla- 
rations. 

Letter  from  Rr.  yldm,  Vilkncuve,  Commander  in  Chf.  of 
the  forcci  in  th'  }'Vind<u:ard  hlnnds  and  at  Cayinne,  to 
the  Min.  of  Marine  and  Colonies.  — Dated  on  board  the 
Jcmappe,  Nov.  21,  1S02. 

Citizen  Minister — I  anived  in  this  harbour  on 
the  15th,  having  sailed  from  Point-a-Petre,  in 
Guadaloupe,  on  the  9th.  1  passed  at  Basse-Terre 
the  Capt. -General  Lacrosse,  and  the  colonial  pre- 
fect Lescallier,  with  their  whole  suite,  and  then 
proceeded  to  this  island. — The  state  of  Guada- 
loupe appeared  to  me  more  satisfactory  than  it  is 
generally  supposed  to  be  in  France,  and  even  in 
Martinico,  Agrltultwrc  i»  in  full  activity  through- 


out the  whole  of  Grande-Terre,  and  all  the  wert- 
ern  and  northern  part  of  the  island.  Cabestcrre 
alone,  which  has  in  general  been  burnt,  appears  to 
be  in  a  state  of  distress.  Sugar,  and  other  colonial 
productions,  are  in  such  abundance  at  Poini-a- 
I'etre,  that  the  magazines  are  entirely  full,  and 
casks  are  even  seen  in  the  streets.  The  freight  to 
France  is  eicessivtiy  dear,  and  vessels  for  tran- 
sporting the  goods  are  not  be  found. — The  war  of 
the  blacks  is  reduced  to  nothing.  It  consists  mere- 
ly of  a  few  cxcuisions  of  miserable  wretches,  who 
issue  from  the  woods  to  carry  off  provisions  frona 
the  plantations.  The  troops  still  kft,  with  rein- 
forcements wliich  have  lately  arrived,  v^iii  be  suf- 
ficient to  insure  the  safety  of  the  island,  and  you 
may  rest  assured,  that  in  a  little  time,  the  brigands 
will  all  be  seized  in  their  last  retreats. — Health  and 
respect.  (Signed)  Villeneuve.   ' 

FOREIGN  COUNTRIES.  " 

Comtaniifiople,  Dec,  to. — The  French  Colonel  Se- 
bastiani,  who  has  been  received  by  the  Pacha  of 
C  iroin  the  most  distini^uished  manner,  has  em- 
barked at  Damietta,  on  board  the  French  frigate 
Cornelie,  to  go  to  Syria.  He  will  visit  all  the 
principal  ports  of  the  Levant. — Yesterday  even- 
ing Ghalib  Efleiidi,  our  late  Ambassador  Extraor- 
dinary at  Paris,  arrived  here,  and  brought  with 
him  the  French  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  con- 
cluded between  France  and  the  Porte. — The  num- 
ber of  troops,  as  well  Mamelukes  as  Arabs,  whick 
the  victorious  Bejs  in  Egypt  liave  with  them  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Alexandria,  is  about  4000. 

Lcrctto,  Dec.  10. — Ycsteiday  the  Image  of  the 
Holy  Virgin,  which  had  been  carried  to  France 
during  the  revolution,  was  brought  back  hither 
from  Rome,  and  welcomed  with  the  discharge  of 
cannon,  and  ringing  of  bells.  It  was  carried  on  a 
superb  frame,  borne  by  eight  bishops,  and  placed 
in  the  Holy  House. 

Florence,  Dec.  27. — Our  Sovereign  and  his  family 
were  at  Yalence  on  the  iith,  and  were  to  set  out 
for  Carthagena  on  the  13th,  in  order  to  return  to 
Tuscany. 

Ratiihon,Jan.  6. — Yester.  the  Protocol  was  opened 
in  the  2  First  Col.  of  the  Em.  for  the  ratif.  of  the 
Gen.  Conclusum  of  the  Dep.  In  the  Elec.  Col. 
Saxony  and  Branden.  have  voted.  The  latter  has 
also  given  his  vote  in  the  Col.  of  Prin.  for  Magdc- 
bourg  and  his  other  posses.  In  the  2d  Col.  have 
also  voted  Saxe  Weimar,  Saxe  Gctha,  and  Eise- 
nach, Brunswick  Wolfenbuttcl,  Ilesse-Casstl,  Ba- 
den, Wurtemberg,  Lubeck,  Holstein,  Oldenburg, 
and  Salmj  and  also  the  Counts  of  Witteravia, 
Fianconia,  and  Westphalia.  All  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Eccl.  Starts  were  absent  except  those 
of  the  Principality  ol  Ratisbon.  The  latter  are, 
the  Baron  d'Albini,  and  the  Ct.  de  la  Tour.  They 
were  legitimated  on  the  6th  in  the  quality  of  Sub- 
Del,  to  his  Highness  the  E.  A.  Chan,  as  provisory 
possessor  of  the  Prin.  of  Ratisbon.  All  the  votes 
given  have  been  in  favour  of  the  complete  ratif.  of 
the  Gen.  Conclusum.  The  min.  of  Lubeck,  in 
giving  his  vote,  reserved  himself  with  respect  t» 
the  regulation  of  the  interests  of  his  Prime,  and 
referred  to  the  rnem.  which  he  lately  addressed  on 
that  subject  to  the  Dep. — In  the  Col.  of  Imp.  Ci- 
ties, Nuremburc;  is  charged  provisorily  with  the 
Directory,  uutil  something  shall  be  agreed  upoa 
the  subject. 

Stuttgard,  Jm.  7. — If  we  may  believe  several  of 
the  German  Gazettes,  very  important  Neg.  have 
been  for  some  time  on  foot  at  Pari.s,  between 
Lord  Whitworth  and  the  Min.  Talleyrand.  Thev 
leUtc  in  part  to  the  Evac,  of  M^ita  aad  Eg:'p»/ 
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and  CO  the  affairs  of  Parma  and  Etruria.  England 
exacts  from  France  a  promise,  tJiat  in  any  case 
she  shall  not  send  troops  eith.er  to  Malta  or 
Egypt  ;  but  the  French  government  has  rejected 
such  a  proposition,  because  it  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  As  to  the  affairs  of 
Italy,  Eord  Whitworth  has  also  received  an  an- 
swer in  the  negative  ;  and  so  much  the  more  pre- 
cise, as  it  was  never  intended  to  treat  with  the 
Court  of  London  on  the  affairs  of  the  Continent, 
that  Couit  not  having  in  tJie  Neg.  foi  Peace  which 
took  place  with  Austria,  taken  any  part  with  re- 
spect to  the  affairs  of  the  Gcr.  Enip.  or  Italy. 

H^gue,  Jan.  'i. — Gcn.  Victor  and  the  Chief  of  the 
Staff,  Cesar  Berthier,  will  immediately  set  out  for 
Helvoetsluys,  to  embark  with  the  French  Exp.  for 
Louisiana.  The  tine  Corps  of  Guides,  selected  by 
the  Gen.  from  the  Dragoons  of  Kreda,  consists  of 
l6o  men,  who  take  their  horses  with  them.  This 
Corps  will  be  commanded  by  the  nephew  of  the 
Ambas.  Semonville,  Cit.  Carnoviile,  who  has  been 
the  Diplomatic  Eleve  of  the  Fr.  Legation.  The 
number  of  transports  in  this  Exp,  it  is  now  under- 
stood, will  be  only  i8. 

Berne,  Jan.  9. — Various  reports  are  in  circula- 
tion respecting  the  Swiss  Constitution,  of  which 
nothing  is  yet  known  for  a  certainty. — We  learn 
anew,  that  there  is  a  question  of  uniting  to  France 
the  Canton  of  Leman,  and  a  part  of  that  of  Basle  ; 
and  this  report  gains  the  more  credit,  because, 
though  the  French  are  emptying  the  arsenals 
throughout  Switzerland,  and  taking  the  milit. 
stores,  &.C.  (o  Lausanne,  yet  no  such  mea-^iue  has 
been  adopted  v/ith  regard  to  the  arsenal  of  Basle. 
■ — The  French  troops  in  Swi.  have  received  rein, 
particularly  cavalry.  The  6lh  reg.  of  horse  chas. 
have  errived  from  Genoa  at  Ceine,  where  they 
will  remain  in  garrison.  Two  squad,  of  the  lath 
reg.  of  hiis:>ars  liave  received  the  same  destina- 
tion. 

^  Bcrns,  Jan.  13. — The  courier  from  Paris  who  ar- 
rived yesterday,  brought  us  the  constitution  of 
our  canton  decreed  by  the  deputies,  and  approved 
of  by  the  First  Consul.  The  canton  is  divided 
into  districts,  and  the  districts  into  tribes.  The 
citizens  of  the  canton,  enjoying  a  fortune  of  looof. 
have  alone  the  right  of  voting.  Each  tribe  names 
an  elector  out  of  fifty  citizens.  The  union  of 
those  electors  forms  the  electoral  body  of  the  can- 
ton, which  names  the  grand  council,  composed  of 
two  liundred  and  ninety-nine  members.  !t  is  to 
that  coundl  that  the  legislative  power  is  confided. 
It  appoints  to  all  places.  Twenty-seven  of  its 
members  form  the  petty  council,  from  which  are 
to  be  taken  two  avoyers,  a  treasurer,  and  a  chan- 
cellor, who  form,  with  the  two  oldest  and  the  two 
youngest  counsellors,  the  executive  committee. 
T  he  grand  council  appoints  from  among  its  mem- 
bers those  who  are  to  form  a  tribunal  of  civil  ap- 
peal, and  a  criminal  tribunal. — The  same  letters 
announce,  that  the  cantonal  organizations  of  Basle, 
Fribourg,  Lucerne,  and  Soleure,  are  also  com- 
pleted; and  that  ihcy  resemble  those  of  Zurich 
and  Berne.  The  most  remarkable  diiference  be- 
tween the  old  and  new  constitution  of  the  can- 
tons, formeily  aristocratical,  is  the  political  equa- 
lity between  all  the  citizens  who  compose  them, 
the  application  of  which  is  to  be  found  chiefly  in 
the  composition  of  the  electoral  bodies. — The  pro- 
vision by  which  the  exercise  of  the  administrative 
and  that  of  the  judicial  power  are  confided  to  the 
fame  body,  has  excited  many  remonstrances.  It 
i^  suppo;ed,  that  provision  will  be  changed.— We 
learn  tiirther,  that  the  establishment  of  a  general 
Helvetic  diet,  to  assemble  once  a  year,  aad^o  con- 


sist of  one  deputy  frotn  each  canton,  is  agreed 
upon.  To  establish  a  certain  equality  among  the 
different  cantons,  tire  deputies  ot  the  greater  can- 
tons are  to  have  diflercnt  voices  in  proportion,  re- 
spectively, to  their  population.  The  meetings  of 
the  general  diet  will  be  in  turns,  at  Zurich,  Berne, 
Basle,  Soleure,  Friburgh,  and  Lucerne.  The  de- 
puty for  the  place  at  which  the  diet  meet.s,  will  be 
president  for  the  time  being. 

Biu.ich,  Jan.  13. — It  is  reported,  that  the  King 
of  Prussia  is  ab,;ut  to  visit  his  possessions  in 
Westphalia,  and  that  he  and  Buonaparte  will  have 
an  interview,  during  their  intended  tours,  which 
are  to  take  place  ac  the  same  time. —  E5.  The  in- 
hab.  of  Antwerp  are  preparing  trium.  arches  for 
the  reception  of  the  Consul,  on  his  journey  into 
our  depar.  They  wish  to  testify  to  the  restorer  of 
the  commerce  ot  the  Scheldt,  their  gratitude  for 
the  benefits  which  it  confers,  and  which  promise 
to  restore  the  splendor  which  that  city  enjoyed  in 
the  15th  century. 

Hamhurgh,  Jan.  14. — By  authentic  accounts  from 
Berlin,  of  the  nth  inst.  Prince  Ruspoli  has  at  last 
determined  to  accept  of  tlie  grand  mastership  of 
the  order  of  Malta,  having  been  invited  to  do  so 
by  a  brief  of  the  pope,  and  having  had  the  same 
request  made  to  him  by  some  great  powers.  His 
highness  desires,  however,  the  compliance  of 
France  with  certain  conditions  he  thought  proper 
to  propose,  previously  to  his  entering  on  the  func- 
tions of  that  exalted  dignity.  Should  he  persist  in 
his  refusal,  it  is  reported,  that  the  order  of  Malta 
will  be  suppressed.  'The  Teutonic  Older  will,  it  is 
said,  share  the  same  fate. 

]r[cig!/e,  Jan.  iS. — The  following  is  the  text  of  the 
law  relative  to  the  loan,  which  is  considered  to  be 
of  such  great  importance  to  commerce  in  geneial. 
— The  amount  of  the  loan  shall  not  exceed  the  de- 
ficit in  the  rev.  of  the  year  1S03,  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  state  during  that  year.  The  annual 
rent  of  the  capital  is  not  to  exceed  1,400,000  flo- 
rins, and  the  obligations  which  are  to  be  delivered 
to  the  cred.  shall  bear  but  an  int.  of  3  per  cent. — 
Those  who  shall  subscribe  to  the  loan,  one  Bata- 
vian  rescription  of  the  nominal  value  of  jcco  flo- 
rins, payable  after  the  peace,  shall,  by  adding  to 
it  800  florins  in  specie,  receive  three  national  obli- 
gations of  lOco  florins  each,  bearing  3  per  cent, 
interest.  Those  who  shall  subscribe  an  obligation 
of  the  E.  I.  Comp.  payable,  with  8co  florins  in 
specie,  shall  also  receive  three  national  obliga- 
tions, cacli  of  loco  florins,  at  3  per  cent. — The  in- 
terest in  arrears  due  in  the  year  iSco,  shall  be 
made  good  to  the  sub.  and  paid  out  of  the  8co  flo- 
rins, which  they  are  to  add  to  their  obligations. 
All  the  Bat.  rescriptions  payable  after  the  peace, 
which  shall  not  be  subscribed  to  the  new  loan  by 
the  22d  of  next  Sep.  shall  be  converted  into  per- 
petual stock  at  4  per  cent. — The  above-mentioned 
India  obligations  which  shall  not  be  subscribed 
during  the  year  1S03,  shall  not  be  payable  (^07iAjs- 
baarj,  and  shall  be  considered  as  if  their  numbers 
had  not  been  drawn  out  of  the  lotteiy.  Some  fur- 
ther provisions  are  to  be  made,  by  which  certain 
other  funds  may  be  subscribed,  which  bear  an  in- 
terest of  2|  per  cent. — An  obligation  of  i coo  flo- 
rins at  3  per  cent,  will  then  be  delivered  in  ex- 
change for  an  obligation  of  those  funds  of  the  no- 
minal value  of  700  florins,  but  200  florins  in  specie 
must  be  added. — To  insure  a  capital,  necessary  to 
pay  the  interest  of  this  loan,  there  is  to  be  an  in- 
crease of  a  lOth,  or  10  per  cent,  upon  all  duties  on 
the  following  articles  :  wine,  vinegar,  distilled  li- 
quors, mineral  waters,  tobacco,  beer,  cattle,  horn- 
ed cattle,  butter,  salt,  soap,  wood,  coals,  and  turf, 
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horses,  ■^ecds,  cofFee  and  tea  consumed,  servants, 
and  rirticles  of  luxury. — -The  increase  of  lO  per 
cent,  will  be  only  for  two  years:  after  which  it  will 
be  replaced  by  general  imposts.  The  new  tax  is 
to  take  place  from  tlie  rst  of  July. —  I  he  tax  upon 
the  net  produce  of  successions  is  to  be  incjeased 
10  per  cent. — When  this  measure  was  determined 
upon  in  the  lesn'slature,  there  were  14  for  and  13 
against  the  sanctioning  it.  The  people  complain 
openly  of  the  increase  upon  the  taxes. 

Vans,  June  20. — The  con.  concluded  on  the  25th 
lilt,  will  not  be  oflicially  published  liil  after  the 
exchange  of  the  rati,  but  the  substance  of  it  is  in 
general  circuluion  at  Ratisbon.  The  treaty  is 
signed  l>y  the  Russian  as  well  as  the  French  and 
Imp.  ministers.  Austria  cedes  the  Ortenau  to  the 
Duke  of  Modena,  and  receives  in  exchange  the 
bishoprics  of  Trent  and  Brixen,  to  be  incorporated 
with  the  Austrian  monarchy.  The  G.  Duke  in- 
vited to  renounce  Trent  and  Brixen,  obtains  the 
bishopric  of  Eichstadt,  except  the  six  superior 
Bailiwicks  of  that  country,  which  are  to  be  united 
to  the  principality  of  Wurtzburgh  :  the  G.  Duke 
also  cbtains  a  pait  of  the  Up.  Palatinate;  but  he 
formally  engages  not  to  fortify  Eichst^.dt.  Bavaria 
is  CO  preserve  the  'six  superior  Bailliwicks  of  the 
■bishopric,  but  is.  to  indemnify  tlie  G.  Duke  by 
ceding  property  which  the  Elector  possesses  as 
D.  of  D.  Fonts,,  in  Bohemia.  The  Elector  keeps 
all  his  possessions  on  the  Inn.  The  town  of  Pas- 
sau  is  to  be  ceded  to  hitn  by  Austri;i.  The  Elector 
A.  Chancellor  obtains  all  tlie  tolls  of  the  Rhine, 
on  the  right  bank.  Prussia  is  to  keep  the  part  of 
the  territory  of  Nuremburg,  whicli  she  occupied 
last  war. 

Pari;,  Jan.  21. — The  journey  of  the  First  Consul 
into  the  nine  departments  of  Belgium  is  deter- 
mined upon,  and  will  take  place  sooner  than  v.'as 
expected.  The  young  men  of  the  different  towns 
through  which  he  is  to  pass,  are  forming  them-. 
selves  into  military  companies,  to  receive  him 
with  due  distinction. — We  have  received  intel. 
that  the  Emperor  ratified,  on  the  5th  instant,  the 
Conv.  concluded  on  the  ;5th  of  Dec.  jclative  to 
the  Supp.  Indem.  to  the  G.  Duke.  The  exchange 
of  the  Ratif.  is  to  take  place  at  Paris. — All  the 
attempts  made  by  the  Imp.  Cabinet  to  enter  into 
a  new  defin.  alliance  with  Russia  have  totally 
failed. — During  the  year  ending  the  2id  of  Sept. 
1802,  the  number  of  births  in  Paris  were  ai,oi8, 
of  which  5,499  were  illegitimate.  The  number  of 
marriages,  during  the  same  period,  were  4,694 
of  divorces  902.  The  number  of  deatlis  were 
20,390. 


FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Nitice  to  the  MaUers  of  American  Vcach.  Dated  Ame- 
rican Consulate,  London,  Jan.  24,  1S03. 
Official  information  (from  Tunis)  have  just  been 
received,  that  the  TripoHtan  Admiral,  Lisle,  hav- 
ing two  zebecs  and  a  kirlanshie  under  his  com- 
mand, is  ready  for  sea,  and  intends  passing  the 
Streights,  to  cruize  in  the  Atlantic.  It  is  piohable 
that  he  may  be  joined  by  a  zebec  which  lias  al- 
ready sailed,  and  by  another  zebec,  a  polacre,  and 
a  kirlanghie,  which  are  nearly  ready  for  sea.  With 
a  view  ot  decoying  such  vessels  as  may  unfortu- 
nately fall  in  his  way,  he  has  clothed  his  ciews  in 
bluejackets,  overalls,  and  hats. 

DOMESTIO      ~       ~ 

^Dublin,  J"<zH.  19.  A  requisition  of  several  ma- 
gistrates of  the  county  of  lipperary  has  been  made 
to  the  deputy  cleik  of  the  peace,  to  summon  a  spe- 
cial session  of  the  peace,   to  be  held  at  Clonmell, 


on  the  2ist  instant,  to  consider  the  state  of  that 
county,  and  the  propriety  of  applying  to  gov.  tc» 
have  certain  parts  of  it  proclaimed,  agreeaijly  to 
the  p  ovisions  of  the  Insurrection  Act.  Jan.  2c. — ■ 
In  our  last,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  that 
throu;j;h  the  exertions  of  Lord  Dcnoughviiore,  tran- 
quillity had  been  completely  established  in  the 
counties  of  Waterford  and  Tipperary.  We  have 
now  the  further  satisfaction  of  adding,  that  his 
Idp.'s  spirited  example  has  excited  an  emulation 
amongst  the  noblemen  and  gent,  of  county  of  Li- 
merick to  pursue  a  similar  conduct. — Early  on  Sa- 
turday morning  last,  the  Northern  mail-coach  was 
attacked  near  Drogheda  by  seven  aymed  men, 
who,  after  firing  several  shots,  and  woanding— the 
coachman  severely,  robbed  the  coach  and  passen- 
gers, and  carried  oirthc  bags.  Rewards  hive  been 
olTered  for  apprehending  the  rohbsrs. — The  same 
night  thep(ut-boy  with  the  Wexford  mail  was 
robbed  on  Galloping  Green  by  two  persons  armed. 
— On  iVIonday  night,  the  Limerick  mail-coach  was 
attacked  at  Cherrpliill,  near  Kitdare,  by  a  large 
gang  of  robbers,  who  fired  several  shots  at  the 
coach  and  horses.  The  attack  was  gallantly  resist- 
ed by  the  guard,  who  returned  shot  for  shot,  and 
having  killed  tv/o  of  the  robbers,  carried  on  the 
mail  in  safety.  One  of  the  horses  v^ras  severely 
wounded. 

Intelligence  from  Gibraltar  of  the  agth  u!t. 
gives  an  account  of  a  mutiny  in  tlie' garrison.  Th^ 
following  mu}'  be  relied  on  as  an  esact  statement 
of  the  cifcmnstanccs. — It  is  tlie  custom,  in  every 
regiment  in  the  arm)'',  to  pay  to  the  no n- commis- 
sioned officers  and  soldiers,  at  the  end  of  every 
tv/o  months,  whatever  balances  may  be  due  to 
them  on  tiieir  several  accounts  of  subsistejicc. 
On  the  24th  of  Dec.  the  ist  rcg.  of  foot  (com- 
monly called  the  Royal  Scotch)  being  tlie  corps  of 
which  H.  R.  H.  the  Governor  is  himself  the  Go- 
Jonc'l,  having  received  their  balances,  got  drunk, 
and  insisted  upon  going  into  the  town.  This 
having  been  strictly  forbidden,  and  the  prohibi- 
tion having  been  understood  by  tiie  men  as  pro- 
ceeding from  the  adjutant,  they,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  forced  tiieir  way  our.  of  thi'  b;irracks, 
and,  being  inflamed  witli  anger  against  the  adjui- 
tant,  their  iirst  object  was  to  seek  for  him,  with 
an  avowed  intention. of  taking  his  life.  Failing 
in  their  bloody  purpose,  they  proceeded  to  the 
barracks  of  the  2<;th  regiment,  which,  being  com- 
posed  chieily  Of  their  countrymen,  they  thought 
the  more  lik«ly  to  join  them  ;  but,  fortuniitelj 
they  were  dkappoinced.  From  the  barrack.-i  of 
the  25th  reg.  they  went  to  those  of  the  54th  reg. 
v;here  they  were  received  by  a  fire  from  the  gre- 
nadier company,  which  wounded  several  of  them. 
Here  ended  the  aiTair  of  that  night,  '["he  muti- 
neers returned  to  their  b/.rracks,  arid  the  next  day, 
the  Duke,  after  properly  animadverting  on  their 
conduct,  thought  proper  to  pardon  it. — On  the 
26th  of  Dec.  liowcver,  the  25th  reg.  vyho  had  be- 
haved so  well  on  the  24th  of  the  month,  having 
now  received  their  babmces,  and  havbig  also  got- 
ten drunk,  broke  out  in  cx,ictly  the  Siine  nian-ner 
that  the  Royals  had  done  before ;  and,  as  the 
grenadiers  ot  the  54th  rcg.  were  marching  to  as- 
sist in  quelling  this  second  mutiny,  a  party  of 
artillery,  drawn  one  for  the  same  purpose,  being 
ordered  to  (ire  on  '^onie  of  the  mutineers  of  the 
35th,  unfortunately  killed  orte  man  of  the  54th, 
v/ounded  several  others  of  the  same  reg  killing,  at 
the  same  time,  two  of  the  mutiners.— On  th" 
2gth  of  Dec.  when  the  latest  intelligence  can-jeofT, 
a  general  court-martial  was  sitting  upon  thr  tti.;' 
of  fourteen   or  fif'tecn  of  the  ring- lcaJei-.<:,— The 
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mutiny,  from  evetv  thing  we  have  ^eeii  and  heard, 
appeari  to  have  had  nothing  of  diskjyalty,  or  of 
pjlitits,  in  its  motivef. 

On  the  14th  inst.  pursuant  to  advertisement,  a 
general  meeting  was  held,  at  the  London  Tavern, 
cf  the  HriTisk  Creditors  in  the  French  Funds. 
•»-rIVIr,  Imi'ev  took  tli£  cliair,  and  rose  to  explain 
the  object  lor  which  the  meeting  had  been  con- 
vened. He  be;:au  by  iidvct  ting  to  the  mcmoiial 
presented  by  the  CommItti.e  ia  the  name  of  the 
creditors  at  large  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  to 
the  result  of  the  different  interviews  which  they 
had  ^vith  his  Lp.  since  the  20th  Sept.  ult.  down 
to  Wednesday  last.  It  were  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  .<ny  detailed  account  of  the  preceding  inter- 
views, because  what  passed  in  that  of  Wednes- 
day is  contriined  the  ge-neral  resu  It  of  all  the  others 
Mr.  Impcy  then  proceeded  to  state  to  the  meeting 
ihe  grounds  on  which  the  Brit,  creditors  in  the 
Fr.  funds  thought  themselves  justified  in  resting 
their  claims,  and  which  he  had  submitted  to  tiie 
consiJeration  of  the  noble  Sec.  of  State.  These 
grounds  he  reduced  to  three  heads;  —  ist.  The 
conditions  held  out  by  the  Fr.  Gov.  at  dilTerent 
periods  to  induce  foreigners  to  take  a  share  in 
their  loans,  a>^siinug  them  that  in  such  cases  they 
should  not  be  subjected  to  the  Jaws  by  which  thcf 
natives  might  he  bound. — 2cl.  The  stipulations  o 
the  commercial  treaty,  conformable  to  which  a 
Botice  of  twelve  ironths  should  be  given  to  Brit, 
subjects  to  remove  their  property  in  case  of  the 
breaking  out  of  a  war.  —  3d.  I'he  14th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  by  which  it  was  siipulatedj 
that  alt  sequestrations  on  either  side  on  funds,  re- 
venues, &c.  shall  be  taken  ofF  immediately  after 
the  signature  of  the  rielinitivc  treaty.  Kone  cf 
these  conditions  had  been  complied  with  in  the 
present  case;  but,  notwithstanding  the  incon- 
veniencies  the  British  h.olders  of  French  stock  had 
already  suffered,  yet  they  were  willing,  nor  could 
»hey  think  it ;an  un'air  or  presumptuous  expecta- 
tion, to  be  put  on  the  same  fooiiug  with  the  sub- 
jects of  the  French  Gov.  To  the  justice  of  that 
Gov.  they  were  not  reluctant  to  submit  their 
claims,  and  if  his  Lordship  approve  and  abet  thtir 
views,  it  was  their  wi.sh  to  forwanl  a  memorial  to 
his  Ex.  Ld.  W'hitworth,  praying  him  to  present 
the  same  to  the  French  Gov.  hoping  at  the  same 
time  that  his  Lp.  would  kindly  second  tb.eir  re- 
quest to  L.  Whirworth,  and  exert  lii;  best  endea- 
vours to  give  weight  to  their  representation.  To 
the  grounds  here  adduced,  Lord  Hawkesbuiv 
made  a  few  olvjections,  not,  he  said,  such  as  Iris 
ovirn  mind  would  pr(jmpt  hiai  to  urge;  hut  whi:h 
iie  thought  it  was  as  likely  might  be  urged  by 
ethers.  In  the  tirst  place  it  might  be  thought 
equitable  that  British  creditors  shuuld  be  dealt  by 
in  the  same  manner  as  tl^e  Prussian  or  Austrian 
creditors.  2d.  It  might  be  said,  that  no  stress 
could  be  laid  cii  tijc  comraeiciil  treaty  of  17S6, 
because  that  tteaty  could  not  be  supposed  to  exist 
after  the  pafai.ig  of  the  Alien  Bill.  ;^d.  The 
treaty  of  Amiens  was  supposed  to  have  in  view 
property  in  fji<f,  and  not  that  which  had  been  se- 
questered, 01  the  payment  of  wiiich  had  been  sus- 
pcnded.^^-Whatever  might  be  the  force  of  these 
objections,  he  was  ncJt  incliried  to  lay  anv  stress 
upon  them  ;  but  all  he  imagined  himself  able  to 
do  was  to  recommend  the  matter  to  Lord  Whit- 
v.c«)rth,  and  in  that  v,ew  he  should  write  a  letter 
to  bis  Lp.  requesting  he  might  e.pouse  the  cause 
ct  the  claimants  in  the  manner-  which  to  him 
might  appear  best  cakuLaed  to  obtain  their  ob- 
ject.— With  ti'.is  determination  of  the  noble  Sec. 
of  Stytc  tiic  mveting  sejemcd  to  bf  a'^///>' jsn^/a/; 


— and  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sauntlers,  it  was 
proposed  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  was  now  at 
Paris,  should  be  requested  to  act  as  their  agent, 
and  that  a  power  of  at.  should  forthwith  be  sent 
to  him  for  that  purpose.  This  proposition  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

Bi-inknipts. — Chapman,  ].  Liverpool,  merchant. 
Danks,  T.  Oldbuty,  innkeeper. — Fawcets,  T.  Old 
Change,  merchant. — Short,  J.  Alfred-place,  South- 
wark. — Delvalle,  J.  Savage's  Gardens,  tobacco- 
broker. — Miller,  G.  Bodmin,  vintner. — 'Allen,  J. 
Bartlett's  Buildings,  tayior — Berger,  T,  Cockspur- 
sti-eet,  hatter. —  Jones,  ].  Penmaon,  drover. — Mid- 
kiff,  J.  Liverpool,  merchant. — aimpson,  Elizabeth, 
RoUes  Buildings,  tayior. — Hindley,  R.  Salford, 
.wine-merchant. — Sadler,  Eliz.  Westbromich,  gro- 
cer.— Porwell,  M.  and  NV.  Wells,  shop-keepers. — < 
Wrighton,  D.  Little  Alne,  flax-dresser. — Warren, 
J.  Sandy"i-Etrect,  weaver. 

ALiniagc!.. — A  few  days  ago  at  Ash,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Surrey,  the  Rev.  James  Beaver,  rector  of 
Childry,  Berks,  to  Miss  Henrietta  Halsey,  eldest 
daughter  of  Henry  Halsey,    Esq.  of  Henley  Park. 

Deat'ii. — On  Tuesday  last,  in  Wimpole-street, 
the  lady  of  Admiral  Sir  Pe:er  Parker. ^On  Fiiday, 
in  Manchester  Square,  Sir  H.  Lambert,  Bart.— On 
the  iilh,  at  Edinburgli,  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  R. 
Bruce. 
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su.mjvIary  of  politics. 

Towards  the  clobe  of  our  last  summary  we 
mads  an  extract  or  two  from  a  paper,  which 
appeared  to  us  to  have  been  published  by 
the  merchants  immediately  concerned  in  the 
trade  to  the  B.  of  Honduras.  That  paper 
we  have  now  (see  p.  1  !0)  inserted  entire. 
— It  will  be  perceived,  that  these  gentlemen^ 
think  their  rights  miimpaircd  by  the  non-re- 
newal of  former  treaties.    It  is  cur  opinioa 
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that  those  rights  are  totally  abrogated  by 
that  non-renewal ;  and,  on  some  future  oc- 
casion, when  we  have  more  room  and  time 
than  we  have  at  present,  we  shall  otfer  to 
our  readers  the  reasons,  on  which  this  opi- 
jiion  is  founded.  In  the  mean  time,  we 
shall  here  briefly  state  the  opinions  advanced 
in  Parlia7/mif,  by  the  opposers  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens — Our  right  to  the  use  of  the  li- 
mits, as  settled  and  enjoyed  before  the  war, 
was  not  asserted  to  be  necessarily  abandoned; 
■but  it  was  asserted,  that  the  security  of  an 
express  recognition,  in  this,  and  other  simi- 
lar cases,  being  omitted,  every  channel  was 
Jeft  open  to  the  ancient  disputes  of  contra- 
dictory claims,  and  the  possible  decision  of 
the  sword,  as  any  one  of  those  points  might 
be  ground  of  a  new  war,  or  new  humiliation 
in  the  abandonment  of  it.  Mr.  Windham 
put  the  argutnent  very  h.^ppily  in  his  open- 
ing speech  for  taking  the  treaty  into  cousi- 
deration.  It  was,  he  observed,  "  as  if  a 
■"  man,  in  private  life,  having  been  quieted 
*'  in  the  possession  of  an  estate,  by  a  solemn 
"  instrniiient  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
"  opposite  party,  should  cancel  the  deed,  or, 
"  when  it  had  been  cancelled,  neglect  lo 
*'  revive  and  renew  it ;  and  when  his  friends 
"  remonstrated  with  him,  should  answer  : 
*'  Oh  ;  what  signifies  the  deed?  My  right  is 
"  as  secure  as  ever.  My  solicitor  and  coun- 
"  sel  tell  me  I  have  an  excellent  cause  to 
"  go  into  court  with.  If  I  have  not  the 
*'  deed,  I  liave  as  fine  a  law-suil  as  heart  can 
"  wish  !"  It  was  afterwards  stated,  by  others 
on  the  same  side,  that  they  did  not  wholly  dis- 
sent from  the  position,  that  the  basis  of  the 
treaty  being  evidently  the  state  of  possession 
before  the  war,  we  ought  to  be  considered  as 
retaining  that  sort  of  usufructuary  posses- 
sion, which  we  previously  had,  however  be- 
gun, and  which  we  had  in  fact  exercised  be- 
fore our  lirst  treaty  with  Spain  relative  to 
America,  in  16/0.  But  the  main  point  was, 
whether  the  min.  would  drfind  this  posi- 
tion by  the  last  and  best  argument  of  kint^s 
and  states.  If  so,  it  was  said,  our  right  to 
Honduras,  though  the  weakest,  in  itself,  of 
all  our  claims  recognized  by  the  former 
treaties  (because  it  admitted  the  sovereignty 
to  be  in  Spain)  was  not  yet  relinquished  ; 
but  then,  the  min.  must  declare  themselves 
ready  to  maintain  this  right  by  a  new  war, 
when  they  had  declared,  that  so  rnany  more 
important  objects  were  not  worth  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  with  all  the  advantages 
which  we  then  posses'-icd,  but  which  we  had 
pow  given  up;  and,  if  it  was  worth  a  new 
war,  why  was  it  not  worth  insisting  upon  in 
the  treaty,  to  prevent  a  new  war,  when  we 
xvere  bargaining  for  peace  with  a  richer  fund 
for  the  purchase  than  we  ever  possessed  at 


the  most  triumphant  terminaticn  of  nny  for«» 
mer  contest  ? — These  were  the  arguments 
used  in  Parliatnent,  and  that  they  were  ir- 
resistible was  clearly  proved  by  the  miserabls 
defence  which  was  opposed  lo  them  even  by 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls. — Bat,  what  shall  be 
said  to  the  low  trick  of  hiding  from  the  Par- 
liament and  the  nation  the  important  cir- 
cumstance, now  first  made  public  by  the 
Honduras  merchants,  that  we  had  extemirci, 
our  Ihn'its  during  the  Hvar,  and  that  "  this 
"  extension  was  becoine  absolutely  neces- 
"  sary,  for  we  had  so  cleared  the  country, 
"  in  our  possession,  of^logwood,  that  any 
*'  more  which  we  wanted  to  procure  was 
"  got  at  so  great  an  expense,  that  it  en- 
"  hanced  its  cost  almost  beyond  what  it 
"  would  bear,"  and,  that,  in  short,  without 
the  extension  of  limits,  the  settlement  was 
good  for  nothing  to  this  country  !  Not  a  word 
of  this  was  the  Parliament  suffered  to 
know,  though,  as  it  now  appears,  the  Hon- 
duras merchants,  had  fully  stated  it  in  a 
memorial  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  pending 
the  negotiation  of  the  treaty.  The  know- 
ledge of  this  circumstance,  so  material 
to  the  just  appreciation  of  the  conditions  of 
the  treaty,  because  it  rendered  a  positive  and 
specific  confirmation  so  essential,  was  closely 
hidden  from  those  who  were  to  decide  on 
the  merits  of  (hat  treaty  ;  and,  if  we  are  to 
judge  from  their  arguments,  it  was  not 
known  to  the  Master  of  the  KoUs  or  the  Ld. 
Chancellor,  or  to  Mr.  Pitt !  Look  at  all  theij: 
speeches,  and  you  v.ill  find,  that  they  speal*^ 
of  Honduras  as  a  settlemeiil  where  NOTHiutf 
is  to  be  given  up  ;  as  a  settlement  totally  unaf- 
fected by  the  peace.  But  now,  behold,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  peace  is  to  rob  us  of  all  that 
part  of  the  settlement  which  is  of  dfif'i'dlue ; 
and,  as  we  before  observed^xinr  readers  may 
rest  assured,  that  this  will  be  seized  on  as  a 
lucky  pretext  for  withdrawing  our  settlers 
altogether:  foresecina;  that  France  will  c&in- 
mand  it,  we  shall,  as  in  the  case  of  the  lilieS;, 
prevent  the  command,  by  an  anticipated  obe- 
dience !  Poor,  miserable  shift!  As  if  the 
world  were  to  be  deceived  by  this  !  As  if  our 
motive  were  not  seen  through  !  As  if  a  pal- 
try subterfuge  like  this  could  .save  us  for  only 
oneraomentfromthecontemptofniankind!  * 

*  When  the  hfnir  comer,  to  sunender  this  set'* 
tiemcnt,  there  will  not  he  wanting  a  great  number 
of  persons  to  discover,  just  tiien,  tor  the  first  lime, 
as  Lord  EUenboiough  did  with  respect  to  the  h-j- 
nour  of  the  fag,  that  it  mvir  ivns  ^ooci  for  ii'iy  th'in^, 
and  tiiat  we  ought  to  he  glad  to  ^ct  nd  of  it  — Bv 
way  of  preparation  ao:*iBSt  these  Fox's  argu- 
ments, we  just '^tate,  th.it  the  trade  to  Hondursi 
empkiycd  1500  seamen,  and  t:j,coo  tons  of  ship- 
piiip;,  and  the  population  fif  the  stttlemcat  is  com- 
puted at  400c  souls,  which  necessarily  consumed  .^ 
large  quanti.iy  of  Kritith  rOs^afaclqrcs,  beside  wh^t 
found  their  way,  through  the  settlement,  into  the 
Spatjish  territ(  ry,  and  were  paid  for  in  specie* 
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By  turning  to  p.  1  If),  our  readers  v/ill  find  a 
sort  of  report  respecting  the  state  of  the  debts 
due  to  Briihh  cr,-dltors  in  the  French  fmids. 
These  stock-jobbers  had,  it  would  appear, 
entertained  a  notion,  that  the  14th  article  of 
the  treaty,  which  brought  us  the  "  blessings 
*«  of  peace,"  would  bring  them  the  payment 
of  their  sequestrated  stock,  not  recollecting 
that  the  word  pay  has  long  been  abolished 
from  the  French  language,  except  as  it  ap- 
plies to  those  on  whom  the  Republic  may 
have  demands.  It  is  really  a  good  jest,  that 
these  poor  rich  men  should  have  taken  in  a 
serious  sense  that  ironical  article  of  the  trea- 
ty !  Ld.  Hawkesbury  and  the  honest  Talley- 
rand must  have  fine  diversion  with  them  ! 
*'  To  the;KJ^k?of  the  French  gov.  they  are  7iot 
"  reluctant  to  submit  their  claims."  Poor  crea- 
tures !  they  know  well,  that  it  is  useless  to  ap- 
peal to  any  thing  else.  They  knowv^ell,  that 
the  English  government  ^ar^^not  stir  a  hand 
to  assist  them.  "  To  \.\\<i  justice  of  the  French 
*'  gov.  they  were  not,"  theysaid,  "  unwilling 
"  to  suhimt  their  claims,  and  if  his  Ldp.  ap- 
**  proved  and  abet  their  views,  it  was  their 
"  wish  to  forward  a  memorial  to  Ld.  V/hit- 
"  worth,  fraying  him  to   present  the  same 


to   the  b'rench   gov.   hoping, 


at  the  saa>e 
"  time,  that  Ld.  H.  would  kindly  second 
"  their  request."  If  Buonaparte  had  the 
smoney  to  spare,  it  would  be  good  sport  to 
insist,  that  this  hoping^  praying,  sulniiittivg 
crew  should  crawl  upon  all  fours  from  Ca- 
lais to  St.  Cloud,  a  condition  of  payment 
to  which  they  would  cheerfully  submit. — 
The  language  of  these  people  furnishes  a 
striking  proof  of  the  fallen  stale  of  this 
nation.  In  general,  no  persons  are  so  bold 
and  clamourous  as  your  monied  men,  who 
are  apt  to  conceit  that  even  a  prime  min.  is 
nothing  more  than  their  caterer.  Were 
such  men  ever  before  known,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  of  a 
solemn  treaty  in  their  favour,  to  "  mbmit 
*'  their  claims"  to  the  justice  of  the  parly 
indebted  to  them,  and  to  give  up  all  reli- 
ance on  the  remonstrances  or  the  power  of 
their  own  government  ?■■  The  truth  is,  that 
persons,  of  almost  every  rank  and  degree, 
are  beginning,  as  it  was  easy  to  foresee  they 
"would,  to  look  to  the  French  go-ocrnment  for 
protection,  to  throw  themselves  on  /is  mercy, 
to  give  up  all  notion  of  resistance,  of  any 
kind,  to  the  will  of  France  ;  they  are,  as 
often  as  an  occasion  offers,  beginning  to 
throw  themselves  en  the  mercy  of  the  French 
government,  and  to  look  to  that  govern- 
ment, and  to  that  government  alone,  for 
protection! — Lord  Hawkesbury's  answer, 
too,  is  not  a  little  curious.  He  has 
not  said,  that  a  refusal  on  the  part  of 
France,  to  fulfil  this  stipulation  of  the 
tre.^ty,  Yvould  be  jtastj  bin  he  has  suggested 


such  objections  as  may  he  Urged,  and  has 
by  no  means  signified  his  intention  to  resist 
those  objections,  though  one  of  them,  (that 
respecting  the  effect  of  the  Alien  Bill)  is, 
be  it  well  observed,  in  direct  opposition, 
as  we  may  hereafter  have  occasion  to  show, 
to  the  former  assertions  of  himself,  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  of  almost  every  member  of  the 
present  administration. — But,  in  short,  if 
France  is  disposed  not  to  fuliil  the  stipula- 
tion in  question,  some  excuse  must  be 
found  for  not  attempting  to  compel  her  to 
do  it.  As  in  the  case  of  Honduras,  all  the 
ministers  are  anxious  about,  is,  a  pretext  for 
yielding  up  the  rights  of  their  country,  a 
long  story,  strung  together  with  ifs  and 
huts,  \'iherewith  to  bev\'il:ier  the  people,  and 
to  present  to  the  world  a  shew  of  remain- 
ing dignity. 

It  has  long  been  the  practice  of  the  French 
revolutionists  to  cause  first  to  be  promul- 
gated, in  other  countries, 'those  facts  (true  or 
false),  and  those  sentiments,  which  they,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  wish  not  to  have  the 
appearance  of  originating  with  themselves. 
Of  this  sort  is  an  article,  (see  p.  l\4).  which 
has  lately  been  published,  at  Stutgard,  and 
republished  in  the  Paris  papers,  and  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  which  is,  to  renew  the  asser* 
tion,  that  England  has  7ioihing  to  do  zvith  the 
a  fairs  of  the  continent,  and  that,  if  France 
chooses  to  send  troops  to  Malta  or  to  Egypt, 
England  has  no  right  to  interfere  therein, 
because  no  raenliori  is  made  thereof  in  the  treaty 
pfAmicJis  Upon  this  subject,  it  has  beea 
observed,  in  one  of  our  daily  prints,  that 
France,  in  refusing  to  admit  of  the  proposi* 
tion  of  Lord  Wliitworth  (see  the  article  al- 
luded to),  and  in  insisting  to  hold  us  to  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  "  is  not  to  hlame.  She 
"  has  a  right,"  continues  this  print,  "  to  abide 
"  by  that  treaty,  and  is  not  bound  to  make 
"  further  concessions  \vithout  an  equivalent. 
"  If  the  treaty  of  peace  has  not  bound  up 
"  France  sufficiently  from  sending  troops  to 
"  Malta,  or  Egypt,  that  is  the  fault  of  the 
"  British  ministers  v.dio  made  the  treaty." 
Now,  though  we  never  have,  and  never  can, 
justify  either  those  who  made,  or  those  who 
approved  oi,  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  we  can- 
not join  in  the  charge,  which  this  writer  has 
preferred  against  it,  and  which  amounts  to 
nothing  short  of  an  acknowledgment,  that, 
by  the  said  treaty,  ive  have,  both  )ioivandjor 
ever,  forfeited  all  right  to  make  v.sc  of  either 
pennasion  or  power  to  prevent  the  subjuga- 
tion of  any  other  country  besides  our  oivii. 
It  is  somewhat  strange,  too,  that  this  writer 
should  reject,  with  disdain,  the  very  same 
principle,  when  applied  to  Parma  and  FtrU' 
rid,  respecting  which  also,  it  is  said,  our  mi- 
nister at  Paris,  has  made  a  remonstran  e. 
*'  England,"  says  he,  "  has  a   right  para- 
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*^  mount  to  all  treaties;  a  right  in  common 
"  with  every  other  great  state,  to  watch, 
*'  that  no  one  power  acquires  an  undue  ac- 
*'  cession  of  territory,  or  an  undue  as'^en- 
*'  dancy,  and,  to  watch,  above  all  powers, 
*'  France,  her  natural  and  constant  enemy  " 
— And,  why,  we  should  be  glad  to  know, 
does  not  this  "  paramount  right"  hold  good 
with  respect  to  Malta  and  Egypt  as  well  as 
with  respect  to /W?«^  and  Elruria  f'  is  it 
because  the  preserving  of  the  two  former 
from  the  clutches  of  France  is  more  imme- 
diately necessary  to  our  interests,  than  is  a 
like  preservation  of  the  two  latter?— As  to 
the  real  state  of  the  case,  relative  to  Malta 
and  Egypt,  our  opinion  is,  that  France  will 
endeavour  to  send  troops  to  both,  but  to  tha 
latter  in  particular,  where  her  emissaries 
now  are  in  full  activity ;  and,  we  are  very 
sure,  that  there  is  no  power,  Russia  except- 
ed, capable  of  preventing  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  project,  ivltbout  having  recourse 
to  arms.  Whether  Russia  will  insist  upon 
the  real  independence  and  security  of  Malta 
and  Turkey  with  its  dependencies,  is  more 
than  we  can  say.  Miich  depends  upon  the 
sort  of  ambition,  with  which  that  empire  is 
actuatfed.  At  any  rate,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  necessary  guarantee  froni  Russia,  Great 
Britain  must  act  that  part,  which  is  becom- 
ing only  in  a  power  ot  ihzseamd  rank.  This 
is  the  level,  which  Buonaparte's  paper  says 
we  have  been  so  long  seelving,  and  v/hich, 
under  the  auspicious  guidance  of  "  TiiiE 
"  Family,"  we  have  at  lasthappily  found  :■ — 
a  just  punishment  for  applauding  the  dis- 
graceful peace,  by  which  those  low,  obscure, 
untried,  unknown  men  were  enabled  to  sink 
the  country  to  a  level  with  themselves.— As 
to  Prince  Ruspoli's  accepting,  at  last,  of 
the  Grand  Mastership  of  Malta,  as  is  stated  in 
the  Hamburgh  intelligence,  we  do  not  believe 
a  word  of  it.  If  that  island  should  not  finally 
become  an  article  in  Buonaparte's  wliolesale 
and  retail  shop  of  indemnities,  at  which  we 
should  not  be  at  all  surprized,  probably  the 
Baillie  Tomassy,  now  at  Messina,  will  be 
appointed  Grand  Master. 

Our  readers  will  perceive,  that  a  conven- 
tion has  been  agreed  on  between  Austria 
and  France,  relative  to  the  Gr.  D.  of  Tus- 
cany, but  of  the  terms  we  imagine  little  is 
yet  known.  A  little  time,  however,  must 
bring  them  to  light.  They  are  not,  indeed, 
an  object  of  much  interest ;  they  can  contain 
nothing  more  than  merely  a  very  small  mi- 
tigation of  the  blow  against  the  Imperial 
family. — ^.The  Swiss  constitution  is  said  to 
becom.pleted;  but  of  this  we  have  received 
no  certain  information.  In  the  mean  time 
Switzerland  is  provided  wiih  a  most  ample 
and  comfortable  protection  from  all  injuries, 
foreign   or  domestic.      General  Ntv,  the 


French  Amhassador,,  has  2,000  men  under 
him  in  the  city  of  Berne  (a  pretty  good  suite 
for  an  Ambassador).  There  are  1,000  more 
in  its  depf  ndencies.  Gen.  Sar  ■  as,  with 
2.000  meii  in  the  canton  of  Lucerne  ;  Gen, 
BoRNEAU,  with4,000men  in  the  canton  of 
Zurich;  4,000  more  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
and  2,000  in  the  north  of  Switzerland  ;  sin- 
gle battalions  occupy  Basle,  Friburgh,  and 
■-ioleure  ;  and  the  Helvetic  troops,  who  are 
under  the  command  of  the  French,  are 
chiefly  employed  In  levying  co?itributions,/— 
Happy  effects  o'i  neutrality  f  Happy  effects 
of  that  system,  which  the  old  opposition  pro- 
posed in  the  year  1703  !  Happy  effects  of 
"  profiting  {voin  the  mutual  injuries  of  con- 
flicting nations  !"  The  Swiss  may  now'  learn, 
perhaps,  to  feel  for  the  French  emigrants, 
whom,  after  drawing  from  them  their  last 
s^iilling,  they  hunted  from  their  cantons. 
Had  the  Swiss  joined  heartily  in  the  cause 
of  the  allies,  Europe  might  still  have  been 
free  :  at  any  rate^  Switzerland  could  not 
have  been  more  completely  enslaved. 

We  quote  the  following  passage  from  the 
Mg.  Post  of  Thursday  last.— '  By  a  Philadel- 
'  phia  paper  of  the  15th  December,  which 
'  we  received  yesterday,  it  appears  theAme- 
'  ricans  have  taken  the  alarm  at  the  ap- 
'  proach  of  the  French  in  Louisiana.'  The 
paper  alluded  to  says,  "  We  have  authority 
"  to  state,  that  government  is  taking  all  the 
"  necessary  steps  to  prevent  any  reasonable 
"  ground  of  uneasiness  arising  on  account  of 
"  the  French  occupying  Louisiana,  New  Or- 
"  leans,  <kc.  in  consequence  of  which,  it  is 
"  supposed,  our  Western  boundary  zuill  become 
"  insecure.''  *  Jf  the  danger  to  the  United 
'  States  of  America  be  such  as  here  repre- 
'  sented,  we  well  know  what  will  be  the  re- 
'  suit.  By  cajoling  and  r.ienacing,  Buonaparte 
'  luiU  reduce  them  to  as  absolute  a  state  of  de- 
'  pendence  as  Holland.  He  will  squeeze  sums 
'  of  money  when  he  pleases,  and  in  any  future 
'  luar  ivlih  Britain ,  he  vulll  cut  off  one  of  our 
'  greatest  commercial  resources' — As  the  man 
in  the  play  says,  "  JP^eh^wQ  atTi?\x\\Y  heard  this 
"  before,  somewhere  or  other;"  and,  we  have 
little  doubt  but  our  readers  will  remember 
having  seen  every  word  of  it  in  Mr.  Wind- 
ham and  Mr.  Elliot's  speeches,  almost  a 
twelve  month  ago.  We  are  afraid,  too, 
that  we  cannot  say,  in  this,  as  in  many  other 
cases,  "  better  late  than  never  ,"  for,  if  we 
are  not  greatly  deceived,  these  sentiments 
might  as  well  never  have  been  expressed  as 
to  be  kept  back  until  now.  Mr.  Windham, 
in  his  speech  of  the  3d  of  May,  1802,  said, 
in  speaking  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to 
France,  "  What  a  present  have  we  made  to 
"  the  Americans  ?  We  have  placed  a  ser- 
"  pent  in  their  bosom,  by  which  they  will 
''  be  ulti.nately  devoured.     We  have  put 


ml 


COEBETT's  ANNUAL  REGISTEfx. 


[129 


"  them  in  that  state  in  which  they  must 
*'  become  willing  slaves  under  the  dominion 
"  of  France;  and,  as  men  always  detest  the 
"  instrument  less  than  the  cause,  and  turn 
"  their  resentment  upon  those,  whom  they 
"  can  make  to  feel  it  most,  the  Americans 
"  will  nor,  of  course,  hesitate  between  us 
*'  and  the  French;  and  thus  we  shall  ulti- 
"  mately  forfeit  the  friendship  of  America 
**  by  the  aggrandizement  of  the  French  in 
"  that  quarter." — So  that  the  M.  Post  is  ra- 
ther tardy  in  poitUing  out  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  cession  of  Louisiana. 
It  is  nothing  to  do  this  after  the  Americans 
have  expressed  their  alarm  ;  that  is  the  act 
of  a  mere  news-monger:  but  there  required 
some  statesman  like  knowledge  to  do  it  the 
moment  the  cession  was  heard  of,  and,  of 
coarse,  long  before  t!ie  senlitnents  of  the 
Americans  could  be  known. 

In  the  same  print,  on  which  we  have  iust  com- 
mented, and  which  is  well  known  to  speak  the 
sentiments  of  Mr,  Sheridan  and  the  small  politi- 
cians more  immediately  attached  to  his  non-de- 
script  way  of  thinking,  we  find,  under  the  afore- 
mentioned date,  a  curious  article,  entitled,  "  Un- 
due Despondency."  The  writer  blames  the  Jespon- 
<!^fnjy  of  the  country,  which  he  attributes,  in  tiie 
first  instance,  to  the"  New  Opposition,"  and  to  Mr. 
Windham  in  particular,  but  then  proceeds,  under 
the  malignant  disguise  which  we  have  often  strip- 
ped off,  to  di-faid  or  paUi.ite,  that  conduct  in  him,  as 
*'  a  truly  noble  and  ninnly  despair:"' — "  a  dapondliig 
tone  mixed  with  qulxouc  notions :" — "  to  die  with 
arms  in  our  hands  rather  than  yield  one  jot  of  uur 
honour;" — and  this  he  should  applaud,  if  our  si- 
tuation were  such  as  Mr.  IV.  "  represented  -^^  if  "the 
power  of  France  were  really  so  irredstible,  so  Inca- 
pable of  restraint,  either  from  principle  or  fear." — 
Now,  who  would  not,  from  all  this,  imagine,  that 
the  New  Opposition  had  clamoured  for  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  as  a  measure  of  tibsolute  necessity  ?  that 
they  had,  with  Mr.  Fox,  declared  our  situation  to 
be  such  as  "not  to  permit  us  to  enquire  about  the 
iertr.i"  and,  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  that,  it  was  "  a 
peace  which  every  man  "auis glad  of,  but  which  no 
man  -a;  as  proud  of  I"  Who  would  imagine  that  the 
very  gentlemen  here  accused  of  "  undue  desponden- 
cy," of  having  "  represented  he  power  of  France 
as  toli\\\  irreslstibk,  and  incapable  sf  restraint,"  who 
-ivould  imagine,  that  the>£  very  genilemea  arc,  at 
ether  times,  called  the  "  •;:i',;r- fiction,"  and  that 
this  very  Morning  Post  has  accused  them  of  a  wish 
piematurely  to  plunge  the  countiy  in  a  war?  Who 
tver  heard  before  of  a  *'  desponding  tone"  proceed- 
ing from  "  yaivo/iV  notions  :"  The  truth  is,  these 
small  politicians  having  wished  to  obtain  a  repu- 
tation for  prudence,  havirij  wished  to  encroach  on 
the  monopolv  of  our  "  saj'e  politicians"'  in  Down- 
ing Street,  by  declaiming  against  the  New  Op- 
position as  being  too  eager  for  wai,  now  think 
to  obtain  a  character  of  vigour  and  steady 
fortitude,  by  b.oldiug  up  the  New  Opposition  as 
preachers  of  despondency.  Never  did  Ld.  Greu- 
■v'illc,  or  any  of  the  party  wjio  opposed  the  peace, 
"  represent  the  power  of  France  to  be  irresis^ 
tible,  »r  her  ambition  as  incapable  of  restraint, 
tromfear."  Q^ute  the  contrary.  But  they  said,  and 
?hey  still  say,    that    Uic  advantages    which    the 


treaty  of  Amiens  gives  her,  nnce  conGrmtd,  con- 
solidated, and  improved,  by  the  peace  on  one  side, 
and  the  elTect  on  the  other,  of  perpetual  concessioa 
and  submission,  in  breaking  down,  debasing,  and 
destroying  the  spirit  of  t!ic  country,  will,  toi^ether, 
be  likely  to  make  any  future  struggle  more  ha- 
zardous in  every  respect,  proportionahly  for  the 
leng;h  of  the  intermediate  delay.  They  must 
think,  that,  if  there  be  any  long  interval,  the  ope- 
ration of  these  causes  will  maice  a  new  war  only 
the  occasion  of  a  still  more  inglorivius  and  injuri- 
ous peace,  even  if  v/e  succeed,  by  our  present  de- 
fensive system,  to  escape  absolute  subjugation. 
Yet,  with  these  sentiments,  they  did  7iot  advise 
immediate  hostilities,  much  kss  did  thty  recom- 
mend any  "■  desperate  resolution  :"  thty  declined  the 
question  altogether,  professedly  because,  for  ihe 
first  time  after  a  treaty  of  peace,  there  was  no  re- 
gular pailianaentary  information  whatever  of  the 
actual  state  of  this  country  with  relation  to  France; 
whether  the  treaty  was  executed  or  not ;  whether 
it  was  likely  to  be  executed;  or  whether  any  un- 
foreseen dilHculiies  had  arisen  to  keep  it  in  sus- 
pence ;  or,  still  more  generally,  whnt  were  the 
disposition  and  assurances  ot  our  late  enemy. 
They  were  called  upon  to  bring  charges  against  the 
ministry,  without  a  record,  communication,  or  pa- 
per of  any  kind  which  could  fix  them  to  any  one 
point :  they  were  desiieJ  to  argue  the  state  of  the 
country  from  rumours,  reports,  piivaie  intelligence, 
and  puMic  newspapers  ;  and,  tl;ey  refused,  ac- 
cording to  their  duty  as  peers  and  members  of  Par- 
li^.m^nt,  to  bring  any  tiling  to  a  direct  decision 
there,  on  such  unusual  and  derogatory  evidence- 
Yet,  in  the  mean  time,  they  endeavouied,  by  the 
general  effect  of  their  language,  to  stimulate  and 
goad  the  Gov.  the  Parliament,  and  the  Country, 
into  animation,  enerp;y,  and  vigour.  And,  is  there, 
in  this  conduct,  anv  thin^;  of  exaggerated  despair, 
orof  the  wild  quixotismf  But,  the  small  politicians, 
having  first  clamoured  ior  peace  on  any  terms,  and 
then  alTected  to  "  mourn"  at  the  terms  of  a  peace 
which  they  were  "glad  of"  in  the  lump  ;  having 
resolverl  to  suppoit  a  minister  whom  they  despise, 
for  the  lov%' and  selfish  purpose  of  keeping  out  a 
minister  whom  they  hate;  having  iuvolvcd  them- 
selves in  endless  inconsistencies,  and  being  withal 
totally  destitute  of  all  real  political  principle  and 
knowledge,  they  are  now  cndeavouiing  to  preserve 
some  degree  ot  conjequence  by  misrepresenting 
those  who  have  pursued  one  direct  and  steady 
cause  ot  lionour. — So  much  for  the  Small  Politicians! 

NOTICES 

Our  CoRUEsroNDENT^  will  have  the  goodness 
to  excuse  us  till  next  week. — We  have  now  in 
hand  no  less  than  eleven  letters,  from  dilTereni  cor- 
respondents, and  on  different  subjects,  all  of  which 
we  wish  to  insert;  and,  in  order  to  lie  able  to  do 
so,  we  shall  next  week  puhlislWws  ihctts,  a  step, 
which,  duiing  the  session  of  Parliament,  we  shall 
probably  be  obliged  to  repeat  on  the  iirst  Saturday 
oi  evoy  month.  Of  this,  however,  we  are  not  cer- 
tain, it  will  entirely  depend  upon  the  quantity, 
which  we  may  possess,  of  important  and  original 
matter. 

Mr.  Cobbett's  translation  of'L'Empire  Germa- 
nique,  Sfc.  together  with  '*  A  Memoir  on  the  Political 
"  and  Military  StiAe  of  Europe,"  by  the  same  author, 
is  now  pu!  lished,  and  is  sold  by  E,  Harding, 
No.  i3,  Pail-Mall,  price  2S.  6d. — It  is  proper  to 
notify,  that  this  work  will  be  inserted  entire  in 
the  Supplement  to  Vol.  II.  of  the  Register,  which 
will  positively  be  published  next  Saturday. 

WNDON, 


LONDON,  January  29  to  February  5,  1803] 
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ESSAYS. 


CONDUCT    OF    THE    ADMIRALTY. 

Sir, — I  have  been  a  watchful  observer  of 
the  progressive  state  of  naval  atFairs  during 
the  administration  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  and 
am  very,  very  sorry  to  say,  our  navy  is  not 
in  that  flourishing  state  the  situation  of  af- 
fairs require. 

With  regard  to  the  artificers  of  the  Dock 
Yards,   I  contend   they  have  been   treated 
with  too  much   severity.     There  certainly 
was  a  want  of  a   proper  subordination,  but 
to  effect  the  reformation,   it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  the  violent  measures  which 
were  adopted  by  the  Admiralty. — In  May, 
J801,  an   extensive  discharge  took  place  in 
order  that  discipline  might  be  restored,  and 
therefore  a  great  number  of  innocent  and 
deserving  persons  were   dismissed,  without 
any  discrimination  whatever;    owing   to   a 
particular  order  the  officers  of  the   yards 
were  under,  to  discharge  those  men,  to  whose 
lot  it  had  fallen,  to  collect  a  six  pence  from 
each  individual,  which  had  been  remitted  to 
London,  for  the  support  of  a  deputation  of 
their  trade,  who  were  in   tov.'n  petitioning 
for  an  increase   of  wages.     If  the  deputies 
themselves  had  given  offence,   I   think  the 
discharge    should     have    been    confined    to 
them,  and  not  have  extended  to  those  who 
were  ignorant  of  any  transaction,   beyond 
the  general  intention  of  their  embassy  ;   the 
consequence  was,   that  the  country  has  lost 
the    service  of  near  three  hundred    of  the 
best  shipwrights,  which  the  Dock  Yards  to 
this  day  have  not  recovered.— The  visitation 
of  the  Admiralty  to  the  yards  cannot  have 
escaped   your  notice,   a   visitation  that  has 
procured  them  so  much  credit. — What !  arc 
they  entitled  to  credit,  for  having  discharged 
a  number  of  men,  at  a  time  Vv'hen  tlie  ap- 
proaching  rigour  of  the  season,  would  de- 
prive the  generality  of  them  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  procuring  for  themselves  and  fa- 
milies a  subsistence?  For  burthening  parish- 
es with  heavy  rates,  by  reason  of  the  num- 
bers that  became  objects   of  parochial    cha- 
rity?   and  for  driving    others    to   seek   an 
asylum  in  foreign  countries  ?   No,   T    hope 
there   are  but   very,  very  iiiw  Englishmen 
vbo  can  sanction  such  unnatural  and  im- 
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politic  proceedings. — I  am  inclined  to  at- 
tribute the  credit  they  have  obtained,  to  the 
two  or  three  solitary  instances  of  abuse  they 
have  discovered,  which  are  magnified  be- 
yond all  bounds,  and  for  which   the  whole 
civil  department  of  the  navy  is  stigmatized. 
—It  is  much  to  be  lamented  there  is  so  little 
charity  in  the  world,  that  ten  thousand  men 
should  be  considered  in  an  infamous  light, 
because  a  few  undeserving  and  peculating 
characters  have    been   amongst   them. — It 
has  been  said  that  Lord  St.  Vincent  by  his 
luise  and  politic  system  of  economy  has  saved 
three  millions  per  annum,  and  another  per- 
son asserts  that  the  annual  peculations  have 
amounted   to  of500,000.     1  shall  therefore 
otFer  one  powerful  argument  in  opposition 
to  those  Munchausenlike  statements,  (state- 
ments which  have  originated  from  an  in- 
tention to  defame  and  vilify  every  person  ^^ 
concerned  in  the  internal  government  ot  the 
Dock  Yards)  ;  by  stating  the  whole  expense 
of  the  yards  in  the  year  179S,  both  lor  ma- 
terials and  workmanship   amounted   to  no 
more   than  <i  1,994,000.     Then  how  is    it' 
possible  that  three  millions  could  be  saved, 
or  that  peculations  could  be  carried  on  to  an 
amount  exceeding  a   quarter  of  the  whole, 
expense?    This  I  am  certain   of,   that  any 
one  who  has  the  smallest  knowledge  of  na- 
val affairs  must  see  the  fallaciousness  of  the 
assertions.— In  every  Dock  Yard   there  is  a 
description   of  people  called  cabin-keepers, 
pound-keepers,  &c.  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 
charge  of  certain  stores  and  issue  them  when 
wanted.     These  appointments  have  been  ge- 
nerally  filled  up    by    shipu'rights   and   ar- 
tificers rather  advanced  in  years;   to  which 
offices,  as  the  eoiployment  was  not  laborious, 
they   were   perfectly   competent,    and   were 
certainly,    more    to    be    depended    on    than 
young  men. — -Many  of  them,  who  at  this 
time  are  equal  to  the  task,  have   been   dis- 
charged.—  Some  it  is  true  were  past  labour, 
but  it  is  generally  admitted,  that   there  are 
also  several  who  are  still  capable  of  working, 
and  who  of  course  will  work  for  individuals. 
— Indeed   some  artificers  whom   the  Admi- 
ralty discharged  as  incapable  of  perlon-ning 
their  duty,   are  now  earning,   in  merchants 
yards,  at  the  rate  of  eight  or   nine  Bhiili  1:1  gs 
per  diem. 


It  has  been  asserted  by  a  member  of  that 
board,  the  Dock- Yards  are _/«// f/"  artificers, 
the  truth  of  which  1  posiiivtly  deny,  tor  in 
one  yard  the  shipwrights  are  now  nearly  two 
hundred  short  of  the  peace  estabhshment, 
with  a  very  little  prospect  of  the  numbers 
being  encreased ;  and  instead  of  ti}aking 
every  exertion  to  repair  the  fleet,  in  some  of 
the  yards  they  are  employed  ui  pulling  old 
ships  to  pieces.  Surely  it  would  be  wiser, 
in  the  first  place,  io  put  the  navy  in  a  state 
of  active  employ,  and  after  that  is  accora- 
plish.ed,  works  of  less  consequence  might  be 
carried  on. — When  the  admiralty  visited  the 
yards  in  Sept.  last,  they  discharged  a  num- 
ber, with  a  promise  of  superannuation,  four 
months  have  now  elapsed  without  any  pro- 
vision being  made  for  them,  and  the  men 
already  begin  to  tliink,  the  Admiralty  have 
either  forgotten  their  well  deserved  claims, 
or  that  they  are  to  be  consigned  to  their  pa- 
rishes without  the  promised  remuner.ition. 
So  much  for  their  want  of  attention  to  the 
pressing  calls  of  their  fellow  creatures.  01 
temporal  O  mores ! — I  cannot  resist  making 
some  observation  with  regard  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  dismissal  of  the  late  builder  of 
Plymouth  Yard. — But  in  the  fir^t  place,  I 
must  inform  you  that  Lord  St. Vincent's,  then 
private  secretary  (Mr.  B.  Tucker),  had  a 
brother  who  was  a  foreman  of  the  ship- 
\^'rights  in  a  merchant's  yard,  and  who  at 
ell  events  was  to  he  provided  iov,  in  one  of 
the  King's-yards. 

He  was  therefore  taken  from  his  situation, 
and  directly  made  an  assistant  to  the  master 
shipwright  at  Plymouth,  (which  is  the  se- 
cond employment  in  the  shipwright  branch). 
This  hasty  appointment  was  a  thing  unheard 
of  J  for  before  any  one  could  be  promoted  to 
that  station,  it  had  always  been  customary  to 
serve,  not  only  their  apprenticeship  in  the 
Dock  Yard,  but  to  rise  progressively  to  the 
rank  of  quaterman,  foreman,  master  n^iast- 
inaker,  or  boat-builder,  before  thev  could  be 
an  assistant;  instead  of  xAi\ch,  favourhhm 
and  pardaliiy  prevailed. — There  is  one  cir- 
cumstance which  requires  particular  at- 
tention. Soon  after  Lord  St.  Vincent  was 
at  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  INIarshall,  the  builder, 
received  an  anonymous  letter,  cautioning 
him  to  be  on  his  guard,  as  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Admiralty  to  dismiss  him. — -In 
April  last  a  committee  of  the  Navy  Board 
went  to  Plymouth,  by  an  order  from  the 
Admiralty,  to  enquire  into  certain  abuses, 
"which  some  one  had  given  them  information 
fjf.  At  the  head  of  the  committee  was  Mr. 
B.  Tucker  (vv'ho  at  this  lime  is  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  navy),  dismissal  was  the  result 
of  the  investigation,  and  iminediaiely  Mr, 
Tatker's  brother  was  iipjjJDiijtcd  builder, — 
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Tliis  I  am  persuaded  of,  (and  I  am  far  from 
being  singular  in  my  opinion)  that  could 
Mr.  Marshal!  Iiave  nvailed  himself  of  a  court 
martial,  he  would  have  been  as  honourably 
acquitted,  as  the  late  Sir  W.  Parker  and 
General  Innis.  Tn  page  fifiy-nine  of  the 
second  number  of  the  third  volume  of  your 
Register,  the  circumstance  of  the  ship  Mars 
is  related,  otherwise  I  should  have  offered 
some  observations  thereon.  But  this  I  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  that  I  am  of  opinion  had 
any  other  man  betrayed  such  an  evident 
want  of  judgment,  he  would  have  been  dis- 
missed, as  unlit  to  hold  a  situation  of  that 
importance  j  but  fortunately  for  Mr.  Tucker^ 
he  was  the  private  Secretary's  brother,  and 
therefore  only  had  a  reprimand.  It  is  worth 
remarking,  that  previous  to  the  enquiry 
taking  place,  which  ended  in  the  dismissal 
of  the  Plymouth  officers,  the  late  Clerk  of 
the  Cheque,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  and 
favourite  of  Lord  St.  Vincent's,  was  pro- 
vided for  by  being  placed  on  the  super- 
annuated list,  and  therefore  escaped  those 
charges  in  which  otherwise  he  would  have 
probably  been  included. — I  will  now  advert 
to  the  general  disposition  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  towards  the  public  service.  With 
regard  to  the  officers,  I  am  persuaded  disgust 
is*  the  prevailing  sentiment ;  and  as  for  the 
sailors  it  appears  but  too  evident  how  tbey 
stand  alTected.  — Take  a  view  of  the  ports 
where  ships  are  fitting,  and  you  will  find 
that  scarcely  any  enter,  for  ships  that  werc 
commissioned  four  or  five  months  since  are 
still  laying  for  want  of  hands,  and  although 
they  have  been  commissioned  so  long  a 
time,  there  is  little  or  no  prospect  of  their 
complements  being  completed,  an  alarming 
circumstance,  considering  the  situation  this 
country  stands  in.  Hence  the  mutiny  which 
has  recently  occurred,  for  had  it  been  in  the 
pov^-er  of  the  Admiralty  to  have  procured 
men  for  the  ships  which  are  now  under  or- 
ders to  relieve  those  that  are  abroad,  that 
much  to  be  lamented  and  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance would  not  have  happened. — Not- 
withstanding this  incontrovertible  represen- 
tation, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as- 
serted, that  were  it  necessary  fifty  sail  of  the 
line  could  be  put  to  sea  in  a  month.  Per- 
haps it  is  right  (and  I  will  admit  it  is),  to 
make  it  appear  our  navy  is  in  the  most  pros- 
perous state,  at  all  events  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary for  our  repose,  Europe  should  think  so. 
Fur  my  own  part  I  sincerely  wish  it  was,  but 
a  thorough  information  convinces  me  it  pre- 
sents a  mobt  gloomy  prospect.— And  how 
can  it  be  otherwise  when  the  study  of  the 
present  rulers  of  the  Admiralty  is  to  persecute. 
and  degrade  every  class  without  discrimina- 
tion under  th(:ir  jurisdiciioH. — The  Ada^i- 
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r;ilfy  Board   with  all    their   pretensions    to 
economy,   would  not  have  scrupled  to  have 
burthened   the    Public  with   additional   ex- 
penses, provided  the  comptroller  of  the  navy 
and  a  resident. commissioner  had  accepted  the 
offers  made  to  them,  as  observed  by  your  cor- 
respondent R  B.— In  short,  they  stop  at  no- 
thing, however  impolitic  and  unwise,  to  grati- 
fy any  favourite  project  they  may  have  form- 
ed.— Some  littletime  since,  a  member  of  that 
board  asserted,   that   the  Admiralty  had   a 
right  to  dismiss   any  individual  without  as- 
signing to  them  a  reason.     I  paused  and  he- 
sitated when  I  came  to   the  passage,  being 
doubtful  whether  I  was  reading   the  speech 
of  a  British  stnaior,  or  the  declaration  of  a 
Spanish   inquisitor.      That   men    are    to    be 
turned  into  the  street,  like  dogs  from  a  ken- 
nel, with   every   degradation,   without    any- 
chance  of  their  having  an  opportunity  of 
clearing  themselves  in  the  opinion    of  the 
world  ;   is   such    treatment  as    every  honest 
Englishman  must  shudder  at:  surely  give  a 
man  a  chance  of  exculpating  himself,  and  if 
he  fails  in  that,    then,   and  not  until    ihen, 
punish  him.-^Many  high  encomiums  have 
been   passed  on   the  Admiralty  tor  their  at- 
tention (o   the  correction  of  abuses  — But  I 
contend  they  are   not   entitled   to  those  hy- 
jperbolical    compliments  Vvhich   some    unin- 
formed  people  80  liberally  bestow  ;    for   the 
new  regulations  which  took   place  the   1st. 
July,  1801,  and  v/hich  did  av.^ay  one  of  the 
^greatest  evils  complained  of,  that  of  permit- 
ting  the  workmen    to  carry  out  chips,  was 
suggested  by  the  commissioners  of  enquiry 
in  1784  ;  not  that  1  mean  to  say  the  regula- 
tions were  planned  by  the  commissioners  of 
enquiry  in  totoj   for  I  believe  the  greatest 
part  originated  with  Earl  Spencer,  and  were 
put  in   a  train   to  be  carried  into  execution 
long   before    Lord    St.  Vincent  was  at   the 
Admiralty^;   and   therefore,   they   cannot  be 
entitled  to   popularity  for    having  only  put 
Jn  force  the  measures  that  were  framed  by 
their  predecessors. — It  has    been   an  unfor- 
tunate circumstance    for    many  individuals, 
that  the  leaditig   persons   at  the  Admiralty 
bad  so  long  a  list  of  favourites,  v/ho  luire  to 
be  provided  for,  at  all  events  ;  had   it  been 
otherwise,  many  who  aie  now  drinking  of 
the  bitter  cup  of  sorrow  and  affliction,  would 
£till  have  enjoyed  comfortable  appointmenis. 
' — Almost   every  individual   iu   the  civil  and 
military  departtnent  seems  to  entertain   the 
same  sentiment,  and  it   is   painful  to  state 
that  distrust  and  mmmiirs   are   predominant, 
- — Are  these  limes  to  add   (by  ilie  viulen.t 
and  oppressive  ma'niier  of  a   department  of 
the   government)  to   the  disaffected  of  the  : 
country  >  Surely  not,  for  if  ever  ii  was  need- 
ii'ui  tiiat  i3riL«ja  slipuM  i)»;  uiiiLcdv  i  j^uowof  , 
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I  no   one  period   that  required   it  more  than. 

I  the  present.  Under  the  present  Admiralty 
people  will  not,  they  cannot  have  confidence^: 
too  many  are  still  smarting  under  the  bane- 
ful effects  of  their  violent  proceedings.—.* 
E^ven  amongst  themselves,  it  is  well  under- 
stood tluy  cannot  agree,  and  therefore  a 
house  divided  against  itself  must  fall ;  and 
the  sooner  that  takes  place,  the  better  it  will 
be  for  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain. 

23dJan.  1803.  AY.  B. 

PUBliC  PAPERS. 

Convention  hetiveen  JluUria,    Fr.mce,   and  Russia,   sirrria^ 
at  Far/'i  on  the  ittb  Dec,  iSy"- 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  having  signified  th.it  he  coald  not  consi- 
der the  5th  article  of  the   treaty   of  Laneville,  as 
far  as  it  relates  to  his  Royal   iiighness   the    Arch- 
duke Ferdiron:!,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,   as  suf- 
ficiently fulfilled  by  the  plan  of  indemnities  agreed 
toby  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  j  and   as  the 
First  Consul  of  tlse  French  Republic,  on  his  part, 
hiis  nothing  more  at  heart  than   to    contribute   to 
the  entire  and  perfect  fulfilment  of  tliat  tre.'ty,  it 
has  been  icsolved,  with  the  concent  of  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russia?,   to  agree   on   cer- 
tain modifications  to  be  introduced  into  the   plan 
accepted  by  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire,  to  ren- 
der it  confotm?.b'e  to  tire   principles  of  tlie  treity 
of  Luneville,  and  such  a's  may  receive   the   ratifi- 
cations of  the  Emperor  and  i\y<  Empire.  — For  this 
purpose   the    high   contracting    powers   have  ap- 
poiiited  tlieir  respective  plenipotentiaries,  namely, 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  King  of  fiungary   and 
Bohemia,  the  Sieur  John  l-'liilip,  Count  Cobentzel ; 
and  tiie  First  Conful  of  the  French  Republic,  Ci- 
tizv^n  Joseph  Buonap^rt^,  wlio   having   exchanged 
their  full  powtrs,  have  agreed  on  riie  following  ar- 
ticles : — Art.  I.  To  enlarge  the  indemnities  stipu- 
lated in  favour  of  his  Highness  the  Duke  of   Mc- 
dciia  and  his  heiis,  his  Imperial  Majesty  cedes  the 
district  or  province  Ortenau,    with  all   its  dcpcr«- 
dencies,   to   be   united  to    the   iiteisgau,   and  his 
lughaess  and  his  heirs  shall  possess  these  two  pro- 
vinces   without  any  exception   or   limitation,  ac- 
cordin?  to  the  4lh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Lune- 
ville, which,  with  respect  to  the  duke,  is  to  be  un- 
derstood as  well  of  the  Ortenau  as  of  the  h'reisgau. 
! — Art.  II.  To  indemnify  his  Imperial  Majesty  for 
.  tlie  cession  of  the  Ortenau,    the   Iv/o    bishopricks 
Treat  and   Brixen   shall  be   .■^ecul.^iised,   and   his 
Majesty  shall  receive  possession  of  tfie.  same,  and 
ail   their   property,     rights,    and   revenues,     only 
under  the  conc'itiun'th^t  he  sh.ill  provide  for   the 
<the  maintenance,   for  Hie,  of  the  two    Prince-bi- 
shops aud  the  Chapters,  as  shall  l^e  agreed  on,  and 
for  the  future  dotation   of  the  cleigy,   which,    in 
the^e  dioccses,  shall  be  placed  on    the   same  foot- 
ing as  in-the  orher  provinces  of  the  Austrian  mo- 
naichy. — Art.  lil.  To  complete  the  indemnities  of 
his  Royal  Fiighuess  -;he  Archduke,  Giand  Duke  (of 
Tu.'.cany),  the  bishopric  of  Eichstadt  sh'-'.Il  be  ad- 
ded to  wliat  has  already  been  assigned  to  his  Roy- 
al Highness  by  the  general  conclusum,    or  recess, 
of  the  2d  of  Frixaii-p  (Nov.  23),  to  'be  possessed  by 
his  Royal  Highness  aud  his  heirs,  in  full  sovereign- 
ty and  ludi'pei^lence,  with  all  the  property,   revsp 
nu.es,    rights    and    prerogatives    connected    there- 
with, 3?.  .possessed  by  she  i^rlnce-bishop  himself  at 
ihe  time  of  the   signing   tlie  treaty  of  Luneville; 
only  v.'ith  the  exception  of  the  districts  of  iiand- 
.S£c,   Wfyiiffc.l»,,   ip?'---    Obtiber^,   iicrfibur^,   and 
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Warburg,  with  all  the  dependencies  of  the  bishop- 
ric of  Eichst-idi,  conuined  iu  the  territories  ot 
Anspach  and  Bayreuth,  which  shall  remain  to  his 
Electoral  Palatine  Highness  of  Bavaria,  and  shall 
be  recompensed  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Arch- 
duke, Grand  Duke,  by  a  suitable  equivalent  from 
the  domains  of  1)13  Electoral  Highness  of  Bavaria 
in  Bohemia,  and  in  case  these  sliould  not  be  suffi- 
cient, from  other  revenues  of  his  Electoral  High- 
ness.—  Alt.  IV.  For  the  confirmation  of  the  said 
•stipulations,  and  the  property  and  other  rights 
which  his  Imperial  Majesty,  as  sovereign  of  the 
Austrim  hereditary  states,  and  head  of  the  Em- 
pire, has  ygretd  on  and  ceded  for  the  completion 
of  the  plan  of  indemnities,  his  Majesty  engages  to 
employ  his  influence  th<it  the  general  plan  of  in- 
demnities, as  modijied  by  the  present  convention, 
•shall  be  raiiiied  by  the  Empire,  and  that  it  shall, 
without  delay,  receive  the  Imperial  ratification. — 
Art.  V.  It  is  expressly  understood,  that  after  the 
exchange  of  the  present  act,  the  territories  men- 
tioned lu  the  preceding  aiticks  shall  be  taken  pos- 
session o*,  both  in  tb.e  civilmanner,  by  the  princes 
to  whom  they  aie  allotted,  or  in  their  names;  also 
that  the  city  of  Passau,  and  the  suburbs  of  In- 
stadt  and  Ulstadt,  shall  be  immediately  evacuated 
by  the  troops  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  given 
\ip  to  his  Electoral  Palatine  Highness  of  Bavaria, 
but  under  condition  th-j.t  the  foi tifications  of  the 
city  shall  not  he  enlarged  or  strengthened,  but 
only  maintained  in  their  present  sta  e  ;  and  that 
no  new  fortiiications  shall  be  erected  in  the  su- 
"burbs  of  Instadt  and  Illstadt.  Also  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  bishopric  of  Eichstadt,  no  new  forti- 
fications shall  be  erected  by  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand  or  his  heirs. —  Art.  VI. 
The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic  will  unite 
with  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  all  the  Russias  to 
procure  the  electoral  dignity  for  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Archduke  Ferdinand. — Art.  VH.  The 
high  contracting  parties  guarantee  reciprocally 
he  fulfilment  of  every  thing  contained  in  the  pre- 
ceding articles,  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  all  the  Russias  shall  be 
invited  to  accede  lo  the  present  convention,  for 
and  in  the  name  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  as  a  con- 
tracting principal — The  present  convention  shall 
be  ratified  within  twenty  d;iys  from  the  present 
time,  or  sooner  if  possible. — Done  at  Pans,  the 
^th  Nivose,  of  the  yearn,  (Dec.  26,  1S02). — 
(Signed)  Phil.  Colie'iz^ei'.-- Joseph  Buon^pniti'. — Count 
Mark'.ff. 

FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

GcTKa,  J  in.  (3. —  This  day  three  French  ships  of 
the  line  have  entered  our  port,  under  the  com- 
inand  of  Vice- Admral  Bedou,  after  a  viiyage  of 
twenty  days  from  Brest  ;  each  with  a  crew  of  360 
men.  On  board  this  squadron,  the  Polish  demi- 
brigadc  will  embark,  after  being  reviewed. 

Florence,  Jan.  7. — We  yesterday  received,  by  a 
Courier  from  Leghorn,  the  agreeable  iutelligence 
that  the  Spanish  ilcet  v.hich  brings  bitck  our  Sove- 
reign:, had  arrived  within  sight  of  that  Port,  but 
£t  contraiy  wind  prevented  the  disembarkation  of 
.their  M.ijcstics. 

yhnsterci.im,  J. in.  15. — Yesterday  the  Legislative 
•Body  at  the  Hague  resolved  tliat  the  Batavian  Re- 
scriptions  should  be  changed  into  State  Obliga- 
tions. The  plan  is  not  exactly  knov.n,  but  the 
principal  out. inc  is  saitl  to  be,  that  to  aiescrip- 
tiou  ot  iDoo  florins,  8co  florins  sh^U  be  added  in 
ready  money,  for  which  shall  be  given  thiee  ob- 
ligitions,  each  of  icoo  florins,  to  bear  an  interest 
ef  3  per  ccat,  a:  least.     In  coxiscc^ueKce  t>f  this 


determination,  the  Batavian  Rescriptions  hav^ 
to-day  fallen  to  60  ;  but  they  find  many  buyers 
at  that  price,  and  will  probably  soon  be  higher. 

Hu^'ue,  Jm.  1 5. — The  French  expedition  to 
Louisiana,  is  delayed  by  the  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther ;  the  ships  destined  for  it  aie  all  frozen  in  at 
Helveotsluys.  One  hundred  and  thirty  women 
and  two  hundred  children,  are  to  go  with  this  ex- 
pedition. The  troops  consist  of  six  battalions  of 
Infantry,  190  Dragoons,  the  Corps  of  Guides,  and 
a  detachment  of  Artillery. — We  are  returning 
throughout  our  Republic  to  our  old  institutions 
and  customs.  Many  of  the  partizans  of  the 
Stadtholder  have  been  admitted  into  difTerent 
Municipal  Offices,  and  the  Government  of  the 
City  of  Amsterdam  has  published  a  Proclamation, 
restoring  the  Guilds  or  Corporations  which  had 
been  abolished  by  the  second  Legislative  Body, 
through  the  whole  Republic.  No  person  caa 
now  carry  on  any  manufacture  or  fabrick  in  Am- 
sterdam, within  the  laws  of  the  late  Corporation, 
who  is  not  free  of  the  Guild. 

Brussels,  J.m.  20. —  It  appears  that  it  is  not  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  city  aloi  e  that  an  encampment  is 
to  be  formed  for  i2,coo  ine:i.  Accounts  from  the 
borders  of  the  Rhine  mcniion,  that  an  equal  num- 
ber of  troops  is  to  be  stationed  on  this  part  of 
the  frontier. — The  general  commanding  the  ayth 
military  division,  has  received  positive  orders  to 
this  effect.  A.ccording  to  the  same  advices,  the 
Prefects  of  the  four  new  departments  are  to  meet 
in  a  few  days  at  Coblentz,  to  confer  with  Citizen 
Dauchy,  on  all  matters  that  concern  their  govern- 
ments. General  Beliard  had  set  out,  on  the  13th, 
for  Paris,  \Aith  the  greatest  precipitation  ;  he  re- 
turned yesterday  evening,  but  did  not  stop  a  mo- 
ment. He  proceeded  immediately  to  Ghent, 
where  the  Counsellor  of  State,  Pellet  de  la  Lozeie, 
still  is.  It  is  not  known  what  occasioned  this 
precipitate  journey,  and  this  returu  equally  pie- 
cipitate. 

Nezi>  York,  Dec.  25. — The  accounts  from  New 
Oilcans  confirm  the  apprehensions  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  entertained  on  the 
subject  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France.  A 
letter  from  that  place,  dated  October  28,  states, 
that  no  .Spanish  vessel  is  allowed  to  load  with 
any  thing  but  Spanish  produce,  and  that  only  for 
France,  Spain,  or  the  Colonics.  Aaother  letter 
or  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  mentions  that  the 
ship  Matilda,  from  London,  was  not  permitted  to 
land  her  cargo,  and  the  consignees  of  a  nuniber  of 
vessels  from  Europe  and  the  United  States  had 
dispatched  orders  for  the  Captains  of  the  respec- 
tive ships  not  to  proceed  up  the  river,  as  their 
cargoes  could  not  be  received. 

FOREIGN  OFFICI,\L  PAPERS. 

Menage  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  Arr.erica, 
to  the  Congress,  on  M'cdnesday,  Dec.  1 3,  I  So 2. 
To  THE  Sln.\te  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives OF  THE  Uniteij  St.^tes. — When  we  as- 
semble together.  Fellow  Citizens,  to  consider  the 
state  of  our  beloved  country,  our  just  attentions 
ate  first  drawn  to  those  pleasing  circumstances 
which  mark  the  goodness  of  that  Being  from 
whose  favour  they  flow  ;  and  the  large  measure  of 
thankfulness  we  owe  for  his  bounty.  Another 
year  has  come  around,  and  finds  us  s;ill  blessed 
with  pesce  and  friendship  abroad  ;  law,  order, 
and  religion  at  home ;  good  atFtction  and  har- 
mony v/ith  our  Irdian  noghbours  j  our  burthens 
lightened,  yet  our  income  sufficient  for  the  public 
wants,  and  the  produce  of  the  year  great  beyond 
example,     Th«se,  fellgw  iiii^^eas,  are  the  eitsusa* 
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stances  utitfer  which  we  meet ;  and  we  remark, 
with  special  satislactlon,  those  which,  under  the 
smiles  of  Providence,  result  from  the  skill,  indus- 
try, and  order  of  our  citizens,  managing  their  own 
alTiiirs  in  their  own  way,  and  for  their  own  use, 
unembarrassed  by  too  much  regulation,  unop- 
pressed  by  fiscal  exactions. — On  the  restoration  of 
peace  in  Europe,  that  portion  of  the  carrying 
trade  which  had  fallen  to  our  share  during  the 
•war,  was  abridged  by  the  returning  competition 
of  the  Belligerent  Powers.  This  was  to  be  ex- 
pected and  was  just.  But,  in  addition,  we  find, 
in  some  parts  of  EvROPE,  monopolizing  discrimina- 
tions, which,  in  the  foim  of  duties,  tend  effectually 
to  prohibit  tlie  carrying  thither  our  own  produce 
in  our  own  vessels.  From  existing  amities,  and 
a  spirit  ofjustice,  it  is  hoped  that  friendly  discus- 
sion will  produce  a  fair  and  adequate  icciprocity. 
But  should  false  calculations  of  interest  defeat  our 
hope,  it  rests  with  the  Legislature  to  decide  whe- 
ther they  will  meet  inequalities  abroad  with 
countervailing  inequalities  at  home,  or  provide 
for  the  evil  in  any  other  way. — It  is  with  satis- 
faction I  lay  before  you  an  Act  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, aniicipating  this  subject,  so  far  as  to 
authorise  a  mutu<il  abolition  of  the  duties,  and 
countervailing  duties,  permitted  under  the  treaty 
of  1794.  It  shews,  on  their  part,  a  spirit  of  jus- 
tice and  friendly  accommodation,  which  it  is  our 
duty  and  our  interest  to  cultivate  with  all  nations. 
Whether  this  would  produce  a  due  equality  in  the 
navigation  between  the  two  countries,  is  a  subject 
for  your  consideration,— A.nother  circumstance 
which  claims  attention,  as  directly  affecting  the 
very  source  of  our  navigation,  is  the  defect,  or  the 
evasion,  of  the  law  providing  for  the  leturn  of 
seamen,  and  particularly  of  those  belonging  to 
vessels  sold  abroad.  Numbers  of  them,  dis- 
charged in  foreign  ports,  have  been  thrown  on 
the  hands  of  our  Consuls,  who,  to  rescue  them 
fr»Mn  the  dangers  into  which  their  distresses  might 
pluage  thein,  and  save  them  to  thtir  country,  have 
found  it  necessary,  in  some  cases,  to  return  them 
at  the  public  charge. — The  cession  of  the  Spanish 
province  of  Louisiana  to  France,  which  took 
place  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  will,  if  carried 
into  effect,  make  a  chanr^c  in  the  asp  cl  of  eur  frfifrn  re- 
latiorts,  which  will,  doubtless,  have  just  weight  iri 
any  deliberations  of  the  Legislature  connected 
with  that  subject.— There  was  reason,  not  long 
since,  to  apprehend  that  the  warfare  in  which  we 
Were  engaged  with  Tripoli,  might  be  taken  up  by 
some  other  of  the  Barbary  powers.  A  reinforce- 
ment, therefore,  was  immediately  ordered  to  the 
vessels  already  there. —  Subsequent  information, 
however,  has  removed  these  ap[)rehensions  f(;r  the 
present.  To  secure  our  comiuerce  in  that  sea, 
with  the  smallest  force  competent,  we  have  sup- 
posed it  best  to  watch  strictly  the  harbour  of 
Tripoli.  Still,  however,  the  shallowness  of  their 
coast,  and  the  want  of  smaller  vessels  on  our  part, 
has  permitted  some  cruizers  to  escape  unobserv- 
ed ;  and  to  one  of  these  an  American  vessel  un- 
fortunately fell  a  prey.  The  captain,  one  Ame- 
rican seaman,  and  two  others  of  colour,  remain 
prisoners  wiih  them,  unless  exchanged  under  an 
agreement  formerly  made  with  the  Bashaw,  to 
whom,  on  the  faith  of  that,  some  of  his  captive 
subjects  had  been  restored, — The  Convention 
with  the  State  of  Georgia  has  been  ratified  by 
their  Legislature,  and  a  re-purchate  from  the 
Creeks  has  been  consequently  made,  of  a  part  of 
the  Tailasscee  country.  lu  this  purchase  has 
been  also  comprehended  a  partof  the  lands  v.-ithin 
the  fork  of  Oconee  and  Oakmiilgsc  riveii.    The 


I  particulars  of  the  contract  will  be  laid  before 
Congress  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  in  a  state  for 
communication. — In  order  to  remove  every  ground 
of  difference  possible  with  our  Indian  neighbours, 
1  liave  proceeded  in  the  work  of  settling  with 
them,  and  marking  the  boundaries  between  us. 
That  with  the  Chactaw  nation  is  fi:ccd_in  one 
part,  and  will  be  through  the  whole  within  a 
short  time.  The  country  to  which  their  title  had 
been  extinguished  before  the  revolution  is  suffi- 
cient to  receive  a  very  respectable  population, 
which  Congress  will  probably  see  the  expediency 
of  encouraging,  so  soon  as  the  limits  shall  be  de- 
clared. We  are  to  view  this  position  as  an  out- 
post of  the  United  States,  surrounded  by  strong^ 
neighbours,  and  distant  from  its  support.  And 
how  far  that  monopoly,  which  prevents  popula- 
tion, should  here  be  guarded  against,  and  actual 
habitation  made  a  condition  of  the  continuance 
of  title,  will  be  for  your  consideration.  A  prompt: 
settlement  too,  of  all  existing  lights  and  claims 
within  this  territory,  presents  itself  as  a  prelimi- 
nary operation  — In  that  part  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory which  includes  Vincennes,  the  lines  settled 
with  the  neighbouring  tribes  fix  the  extinction  «f 
their  title  at  a  breadth  of  21  leagues  from  East  ta 
West,  and  about  the  same  length  parallel  with 
and  including  the  Wabash.  They  have  also  cedec* 
a  track  of  four  miles  square,  including  the  Salt 
Springs  near  the  mouth  of  that  river. —  In  the  de- 
partment of  finance  it  is  with  pleasure  I  inform 
you  that  the  receipts  of  external  duties,  for  the 
last  twelve  months,  have  exceeded  those  ca  any 
former  year,  and  that  the  ratio  of  increase  ha'^ 
been  also  greater  than  usual.  This  has  enableri 
us  to  answer  all  the  regular  exigencies  of  Govern- 
ment, to  pay  from  the  Treasury,  within  one  year, 
upwards  of  eight  millions  ot  dollars,  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  exclusive  of  upwards 
of  one  million  paid  by  the  sale  of  bank  stock,  and 
making  in  the  whole  a  reduction  of  nearly  five 
millions  and  a  half  of  principal,  and  to  have  now 
in  the  Treasury  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars, 
which  are  in  the  course  of  application  to  the  fur- 
ther discharge  of  debt  and  current  demands.  Ex- 
perience, too,  so  far  authorises  us  to  believe,  if  no 
extraordinary  event  supervenei,  and  the  expenses 
which  will  be  actually  incurred  shall  not  be 
greater  tlian  were  contemplated  by  Congress  at 
their  last  session,  that  wc  shall  not  be  disappoint- 
ed in  the  expectations  then  foimed.  Bur,  never- 
theless, as  the  effect  of  peace  on  the  amount  of 
duties  is  not  yet  fully  ascertained,  it  is  the  more 
necessary  to  p.-actise  every  useful  economy,  and 
to  incur  no  expense,  which  may  be  avoided  with- 
out prejudice.— The  collection  of  the  internal 
taxes  liaving  been  completed  in  some  of  the  States, 
the  officers  employed  in  it  are  of  course  out  oi 
commission.  In  others  they  will  be  so  shortly. 
But  in  a  tew,  where  the  arrangements  for  the  di- 
rect ta.^c  had  been  retarded,  it  will  still  be  some 
time  before  ilie  system  is  closed.  It  has  not  yet 
been  thought  necessary  to  employ  the  agent  au- 
thorised by  an  Act  of  the  last  Session,  for  trans- 
acting business  in  Europe  relative  to  debts  and 
loans.  Nor  have  we  used  the  power  confided  by 
the  same  Art,  of  prolonging  the  foreign  debt  by 
re-loans,  and  of  redeeming  instead  thereoi,  an 
equal  sum  of  the  domestic  debt.  Should,  how- 
ever, the  difhcuUies  of  remittance  on  so  hrge  a 
scale  render  it  necessary  at  any  time,  the  powej 
shall  be  executed,  and  the  money  thus  unemploy- 
ed abroad  shall,  in  conformity  with  that  law,  be 
taithfnily  employed  here  in  an  equivalciu  extinc^ 
tiou  of  domestic  d,  br.  When  effects  80  salutary 
F  3 
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j-esu!t  from  the  plans  you  have  already  sanction- 
ed, when  merely  by  avoiding  false  objects  of  ex- 
pense, wc  are  able,   without  a  direct  tax,   -without 
internal   taxes,  and  without   borrowing,  to   make 
l;;rfTe  and  effectual  payments  towai'ils  tlie  discharge 
of  -our  public  debt,   and  the  emancipation  of  our 
posterity  from  that  mortal  canker,  it  is  an  encou- 
lagement,  fellow  citizens,  of  the  highest  order,  to 
proceed  as  we  have  b^gun  in  substituting  eeonosny 
lor  taxation,  and  in  put  suing  wiiat  is  useful  for  a 
nation,   placed   as    we   are,   rather  than   what   is 
practised   by  otliers  under  different  circumstances. 
And  whensoever  we   aie  dcstiried  to  meet   events 
which  shall  call  forth  all  the  energies  of  our  coun- 
trymen,  we  have   the  tiimest   reliance  on    those 
energie*,  and  the  comfort  of  leaving  for  calls  like 
these,  fliC  extraoidinary  resources  of  loans   and 
internal   taxes.     In   the  mean  time,   by  payments 
of  the  principal  of  our  debt,    v/e  are   liberating, 
annually,    portions   of    the   external   taxes,    and 
forming  from   them  a  growing  fund,   still   fuithcr 
to  lessen  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  extraordi- 
nS.ry  resources. — The   usual   account   of  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  last  year,   with    an   esti- 
mate of  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing  one,  wi'l  be 
laid  before  yon  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
—No  rh.ingc  hei/i^  deemed  yitceMary  in  our   military  e\ta- 
hlishm-.nt,   an  estimate  of  its    expenses  tor  the   en- 
suing year,   on  its  present  footing,  as   also  of  t!ie 
sumi  to   be  employed  in  fortifications,   and  other 
objects  within  that  dcpartmenr,  has  been  ptepared 
by  the  Secretarv  at  War,    and  will  m^ke  a  part  of 
the  general   estimates  wiiich  will  be  presented  to 
you. — Considering  that  our  regular  troops  arc  em- 
ployed for  local  purposes,    and  tint  the   militia  is 
our  general  reliance  for   great  and   sudden   emer- 
gencies, you  will  doubtless  think   this  institution 
•worthy  of  a   reiiew,  and  give   it   those  improve- 
ments  of  whicli  you   had    it    susceptible. — Esti- 
mates for  the  naval   department,   prepared  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy    for  another  year,   will   in 
like   manner   be  communicated  with    the  general 
estimates.     A   small   force   iri   t!ie  Mediterranean 
■will  still   be  necessary  to   restrain   the  Tripoline 
cruizets  :  and  the   uncertain  tenure  of  peace  with 
■some   other  of  the   Barbary    powers,   may  even- 
tually require   that  force  to  be  augmented.     The 
necessity  of  procuring   some   smaller   vessels    for 
that  service,   will  raise  the  estimate  ;  but  the  dif- 
ference in  their  maintenance  will   soon  make   it  a 
measure  of  econcmry.— Presuming  it  will  be  deem- 
ed  expedient    to   expend    annually   a   convenient 
sum  towardb   providing  the   naval  defence  which 
our   situ:ttion   may  require,   I    cannot    but  recom- 
rnend  that   the   first   appropriations  for  tliat    pur- 
pose, n;ay  go  to  the   saving  wliat  we  already  pos- 
sess.    No  cares,   no  attentions,   can  preserve  ves- 
sels  from  rapid   decay,    which  lie   in    water,    and 
exposed  to    the   tun.     These  decays  rcquiie  great 
and  constant  repaiis,  and  will  consume,  if  ctmti- 
nued,   a  great  portion  of  the   monies   destined   to 
naval  purposes.     To  avoid  this  wa=te  of  our  re- 
sources,  it  is    proposed  to  add   to   our  navy  yard 
here  a  dock,   within    which    our  present   vessels 
may  be  laid  up  dry,  and  uiider  cover  from  the  sun. 
Under  these  circun-istunces  expcrier.ce  proves  that 
works  of  wood  v.-ill  remain  scaicciy  at  all  airecied 
by  time.     The  great  abjadance  ot   running  water 
which  this  situation  po-iSC'Se;,  -U  heights  far  above 
the  level  of  i.ie  title,    if  emplo'''ed  as    is  oiartied 
for  lock  navigation,   furni  he:,  the  means  forr:ii5- 
jng  and  laying  up  our   vessels,  on  a  dry  sheltered 
bed.      And    should   the   measure  be  found    useful 
here,  similar  depositories  for  laving  np,  as  \vel'  as 
I'or  bulidia^  aud  repairing  vcsicls,  may  iicrcifier 


be  undertaken  at  other  navy  yards,  offering  the 
same  means.  The  plans  and  estimates  ot  the 
work,  prepared  by  a  perron  of  skill  and  experi- 
ence, will  he  presented  by  you  without  delay  j 
and  fr^m  these  it  will  be  seen  that  scarcely  more 
than  has  b°en  the  cost  of  one  vessel  is  necessary 
to  save  the  whole,  and  that  the  annual  sum  to  be 
employed  towards  its  completion  may  be  adapted 
to  the  views  of  the  Legislature  as  to  naval  expen- 
diture.-— ^To  cultivate  peace,  and  inaintain  com- 
merce and  navigation  in  all  their  lawful  enter- 
prizes  ;  to  foster  our  fisheries  as  nurseries  of  na- 
vigation, and  tor  the  iinrtuie  of  man,  and  protect 
the  niaiiufacluics  adapted  to  our  circumstances ; 
to  preserve  the  faith  of  the  nation  by  an  exact 
discharge  of  its  debts  and  contracts,  expend  the 
puldie  money  with  the  same  care  and  economy 
we  would  practise  with  our  own,  and  impose  on 
our  citizens  no  unnecessary  burthens ;  to  keep  in 
all  tliitigs  within  the  pale  of  our  constitutional 
poweis,  ar.d  cherish  the  federal  union,  as  the  only 
rock  of  safety  ;  these,  fellow  citizens,  are  the 
landmarks  by  which  we  are  to  guide  ourselves  in 
all  our  proceedings.  By  continuing  to  make 
tliese  our  rule  of  action,  we  shall  endear  to  our 
countrymen  the  true  principle's  of  their  constitu- 
tion, and  promote  an  union  of  sentiment  and  of 
action,  equally  auspicious  to  their  happiness  ^ncl 
safety.  On  my  part  you  may  count  a  cordial 
concurrence  in  every  measure  for  the  public 
good;  and  on  all  the  information  I  possess  wliich 
may  enable  you  to  discharge  to  advantage  the 
high  functions  with  which  you  are  invested  by 
your  country.  (Signed)        Thomas  Je^eno'i. 

On  the  zzd  Decrmher,  the  Gniemor  and  Council  of  Esse- 
quibo  and  Demerara,    and   ths  Districts   ike'eunto  he- 
lOfiglnz,  fuhliihed  a  Proc/iJ'iiiatien  notifying  to  the   In- 
kaZita?iti,  that  Anthony  Meerteiis,   the  iieikiiy-npfont- 
ed   Goi.'ernor-General   of  those   Colonies,   had   aniued 
laith    tl:e  Batcev'ian    TroOpS,    and  after  tb:  Colrj?ni.s  hud 
been  duly  surrendered  to  the  Batai'ian  Republic,  had  ap- 
peared in  the  Council  assembled,  and  delivered  his  Cam- 
jnission   from  the  Bataviait    Dirrctary,   as    Govcrnor- 
General,  luhich  Commi^sio'!  is  asfolloius: 
The  Directtny  of  the  Batavian  Republic,   to   all 
to  whom  these  presents  may  come,    ht-alth.     Be  ic 
known,   that,   having  judged  it  necessary  for   the 
advantage  and  service  of  the  country  to  appoint  a 
Governor   General   for  the   colonies   of  Essequibo 
and  Demerara,  we  hereby   name  and  appoint  such 
a  governor,  in  the  person  of  Anthony  Meertcns,  oa 
whose  abilitie^,  fidelity,  and  vigilance,  we  can  per- 
fectly rely,   ch.-irging  hirn   to   conduct   himselt   in 
his  post    faithfully,    according  to  liie  oath   he  has 
taken  to  his  country,  and  agreeabiy  to  the  duty  of 
a  good  and  faithful  governor-general,  according  to 
the  instructions  he  has  received,  or  shall  hereafter 
receive,  hereby  commanding  all,   and  every  one  to 
acknowledge,  respect,  and  obey  the  above-named 
Anthony   Mecrttn;.,    in  the  betore-mentioned  ca- 
pacity, and  to  render  him  every  aid  and  assistance 
in    wliatever    he  may  jirjge    for  the  advantage  of 
tlie  colony.— Done   at  the   Hague  the  nth   May, 
1S02. — Suv'Mcl  Fan  Hoop /I, later:,  f.  p. 

The  governor  and  council  then  order,  that 
the  said  .Anthony  Mecrtens  shall  be  acknowledged 
and  obi-yed  as  governor-general  of  the  colonies  of 
Demerara  and  Esstquibo,  by  all  the  colleges  with- 
in the  said  colonies.  They  add,  that  all  the  in- 
habitants within  the  same  are /^.so /iic/o  released, 
by  tiie  restoration  of  the  colonies  to  tlie  Batavian 
Republic,  from  the  oath  of  fidelity  which  they  took 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty  at  the  time  of  their  sur- 
rcuder^  and  Uiey  require  thtm  ia  consequence  tij 
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take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  governor-general  of 
the  followine;  tenor  : — "  I  promise  and  swear,  that 
*'  I  will  be  taithful  to  the  directory  of  the  Bata- 
"  vian  Republic,  as  the  supreme  autliority  to 
*'  which  I  am  subject ;  to  the  council  of  the  Ame- 
"  rican  colonies  and  possessions,  and  to  the  govef- 
"  nor-general  of  these  colonies,  that  1  will  jender 
"  them  all  clue  obedience,  that  I  will  take  no  part 
"  in  any  conspiracies,  cabals,  or  factions  ;  but,  on 
"  the  contrary,  support  the  general  tranquillity, 
*'  safety,  and  welfare,  with  all  my  power,  and  rc- 
"  sist  every  thing  that  may  tend  to  disturbance  or 
"  injury,  and,  on  all  occasions,  conduct  myself  as 
"  becomes  a  good  and  peaceaiile  citizen,  and  in- 
"  habitant,  without  sutierin^  either  favour  or  af- 
*'  fcction,  hope  or  reward,  fear  of  the  loss  of  pro- 
"  pertyorlife,  or  any  other  motive  to  induce  me 
"  to  swerve  from  my  duty." — All  the  inhabitants 
of  Demerara  who  shall  not  have  taken  this  oath 
and  signed  their  names  to  it  in  a  register,  hetore 
the  last  day  of  January,  and  those  of  Esscquibo 
who  shall  not  have  taken  ir,  and  ?igncd  in  the  Sime 
manner,  before  the  last  day  of  February,  will  be 
compelled  to  leave  the  country. 

Remonstrance  of  the  C'l'v'il  and  Military  authorislss  of 
Constance  against  the  y.r tide p:ib  11  shed  hv  the  Mo'u- 
fair,  relative  to  the  English  agent,  Mr.  Moore.  (Vol. 
2.  p.  88i.) 

Several  gazettes,  both  French  and  German,  have 
repeated  after  the  Moniievn-,  the  official  jounial  of 
France,  an  article  from  C'lnstance,  dated  i  ;th  De- 
cember, which  concerns  Mr.  Moore,  an  English 
gentleman,  his  stay,  and  his  occupations  at  Con- 
stance. The  facts  contained  in  that  article  being 
immediately  connected  with  this  city,  cannot  be 
so  well  ascertained  any  where  else  as  here.  Of 
these  facts  the  following  only  are  strictly  true  : — 
ist.  Mr.  Monre  has  been  in  this  city,  but  he  left  it 
the  13th  December,  consequently  ten  days  before 
the  date  of  the  said  article.  2d.  O.ie  Rocket  went 
from  Constance  to  London.  3d.  The  ci-devant 
Bailly  Wagner  lodged  at  the  Aigle  until  he  had 
hired  a  private  house.  4tli.  Mr.  Moore  lived  here 
in  the  most  quiet  manner.  All  the  rest  of  the  ar- 
ticle is  a  direct  falsehood  :  and  it  is  diificult  to 
conceive  how  any  correspondent  could  hnve  ven- 
tured to  furnish  the  French  Ollicial  Journal  with 
an  article  in  which  there  are  more  lies  than  lines. 
The  Imperial  Commandant  of  this  ci  y  and  the  di- 
rectors of  the  police  have  though  themselves  bound 
in  honour  and  in  duty  to  make  the  present  decla- 
ration.— Constance.  Jan.  id.  1803. 

domestic! 

On  Wednesday  his  Majesty  held  a  levee  at  Saint 
James'. — At  one  o'clock  the  grand  convocation  of 
the  clergy  of  England  arrived  from  Westminster 
iibbey,  having  previously  finish'cd  the  holding  of 
the  convocation  in  the  Jerusale-Ti  Chamber.  It 
was  attended  by  his  Grace  the  Archb.  o/"Ca,.'.V)- 
bury,  bishops  of  Winchester,  London,  Ely,  Litch- 
field, St.  Asaph,  Hereford,  Rochester,  B.ith,  and 
Wells,  Bristol,  Rev.  Drs.  Glasse,  Gordon,  Tatter- 
sal!,and  Fisher,  Rev.  Mr.  Moore,  Rev.  Mr.  Nares, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vincent,  dean  of  M'estminster, 
who  was  appointed  prolocutor  to  the  convocation, 
in  which  capacity  he  delivered  to  his  Majesty  the 
address  of  the  clergy,  on  the  meeting  of  the  new 
Parliament. 

Downing  Street,  J.in.  29. — The  King  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  VVilliam  Drummond,  Esq.  to 
be  his  Majesty's  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Sublime  Ottom:in  Porte. — 
Tjje  King  has  also  been  plfa-td  to  appeint   Hugh 


I    Elliot,  Esq.  to  be  his   Majesty's  Envoy  Exttaouli- 

Inary  and  Minister   Plenipotentiary  to  the  conrt  of 
Naples. — The    King   has   been  pleased  to   appoint 
Anthony  Merry,    Esq.  to  be  his  Majesty's    Envoy 
I    Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  rn  the 
j    United    States   of  America. — The  King   has    been 
pleased  to  appoint    Edward  I'liorncon,    Esq.  to  be 
iiis  Majesty's  .Secretary  of  Legation  at  the  Higue. 
C'ou-n  office,  Jan.  z^. — Members  returned  to  serve 
in  tins   present   parlrament. — Boiotigb  of  Gatton. — 
Philip  Dundan,   of  Nev.'  Norfolk  Street,  Grosvenor 
Square,   Middlesex,    Esq.    in    the    room   of    [ames 
Dash  wood,    Esq.    who    has   accepted   the  ofiice  at* 
stevi'ard  of  hi;  Majesty's  manor  of   East  Hcndred, 
in  the  county  of  Berks. 

IVhitJiall,  MaichzQ,  1801.— The  King  has  beea 
graciously  pleased  to  give  and  grant  unto  hij  Ex- 
cellency Thcmis  Earl  of  Elgin,  his  Majesty's  Am- 
bass:^clor  Extiaordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
SivWlime  Porte,  his  royal  license  and  permission  to 
receive  and  wear  the  insignia  of  the  Order  of  the 
Crescent,  given  to  him  by  the  Ottoman  Emperor. 
— --2%.  2i.  The  King  has  also  been  graciously 
pl.';aje'!  to  give  and  grant  unto  his  Excellency  Sir- 
John  Borlise  VVarrerr,  Haronet,  Knijhtot  the  Most 
Honourable  Military  Order  ot  the  Bath,  Rear-ad- 
miral of  the  White  Sqtradron  of  his  Majesty's  Fleet, 
and  his  M;ijesly's  Ambassador  Extraor-dinary  aini 
Fleuipoteniiary  to  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg!!, 
his  royal  license  and  permission  to  receive  and 
wear  the  insignia  ot  the  Order  of  the  Crescent, 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  Oltorr.an  Emperor. — • 
And  also  to  command,  that  these  his  Majtstv''5 
concessions  arrd  declarations,  together  with  the  re- 
lative documents,  be  rcgisiered  rn  his  College  t>f 
Arms. 

Bankrupts.^— '^^ooA,  W.  Liverpool,  flour-dealer. — . 
Teesdalc,  J.  the  Younger,  Boston,  mei chant. — 
Presgr-ave,  E.  Spalding,  merchant. — Prickett,  T. 
Vv'arwick-lane,  scrivener. —Burnett,  S.  Petersheld, 
victuallci. — -Wright,  T.  Leeds,  merchant  — Gabon, 
G.  Sheffield,  linen-draper. — Hull,  W.  L'pper  Bod- 
dington,  Northampton,  and  L.  Hull,  Banburv, 
cow-dealers.  — Rogers,  W.  Dipley  Mill,  Southamp- 
ton, miller  and  malster.  —  Qiiagle,  M.  Liverpool, 
merchant. — Porter,  R.  C.  Kingston-upon-Hull, 
ironmonger-. — Boorman,  J.  Headcorn,  timber-mer- 
chant.— Jackson,  F.  Basinghall-str-eet,  factor. — 
Cooke,  J.  Manchester,  merchant. — Toy,  E.  Plv- 
mouth-dock.  draper. — JerTery,  J.  Bristol,  cutler,^ 
Garwood,  J.  Royston,  victualler. — Pennington,  L. 
Warrington,  corn-dealer. 

Biithi. — On  the  9th  ult.  at  Hains  Castle,  Lady 
Errol,  of  a  daughter.  On  the  29th  ult.  at  Cottle's 
House,  Wilts,  the  Lady  of  B.  Hobhouse,  FLsq.  M.P. 
of  a  daughter. — Manlage. — On  the  20th  ult.  Maj, 
Gtu.  Gent  to  Miss  Temple  French. 


Army  071  the  1>7  Ft'j.   1S03. 
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Ireland     

Jersey,  Guernsey,    &c 
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Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  ik.c. ,  . . 
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Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Goree,  &c. 
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COBBETT's  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 
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NuVji  on  tJi:  l!/  Feb.  1803. 

In  Port   ami   fitting,    and  ivith 

sealefl  orders 

<7U2rd  Ships    

1e  tlie  English  and  Iiish  Chan- 
nels   

On  the  Downs  and  North  Se?. 
stations    

At  the  West-India  Islands  ani 
on  the  Passage   

On  the  Jamaica  station    

iimerica  and  Newfoundland  sta- 
tion;  

Cape  ot  Good  Hope,  Eaat-Indies, 
and  on  the  Passage    ... 

Coast  of  Africa 

Portugal  and  Gibraltar..  . 

Mediterranean  and  on  Passage. . 

Hospital  and  Prison  Ships  , 

Total  in  Coremission, 

Receiving  Ships 

Serviceable    and    repairing    for 

Service 

In  Ordinary    

Building 
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LONDON  COURSE  OF  EXCHANGE. 


Amster.  c.  r.  36  2  2  us. 
D-",  at  si^ht     35   10 

Rotterdam   36  3  2  us. 

Hamburgh    34  3  25US. 

Altona.  ...  34  4  2ius. 
Paris   1  day  24  8 

Paris 24   12  2  us- 

B0URDEAUX,24    13 

Cadiz  .  .   .  3bi  efF. 


Leghorn 50 

Natles 4o| 

Genoa 46 

Venice,  51    livrcs  piccole 
effeciive  pf.r_^.  ster. 

Lisbon gs^ 

Oforto 6s| 

DcuLIN 13 

BlLBOA       Zb\ 

Agio,  bank  on  IIol.  p. 


Madrid  .  .  35|   effective 

PRICES  CURRENT    IN    LONDON. 

Eng.Wheatprq.40i.toG2ilHops  per  cwt.  200s  to 22 is 


Rye 35  ..3S 

Barley 24  .  .2S 

Malt 43  ..47 

Oats ,     15  ..  22 

Pease  (v/hite)... .  33  . ,  39 
Beans  (horsci....  34..  38 
Flour  per  sack  . .    45  . .  50 

Seconds 40  . .  45 

Goals  per  chal.. . .  52  . .  57 


Hay  per  load 75  ..  140 

Beef,  per  stone  4s.  to  ss.sd. 
Mutton    5s.  od.  to6s  od. 

Veal 6s.  od.  to7s.  ed. 

Pork 4s.  8d.  to  5s.  8d. 

Tallow 4s.   6d. 

Av.  of  Sugar  prcw37s.  2d. 
Salt,  per  Bushel  iss.iod. 
Uread  gjd  the  Quar.  Loaf, 


SUMMAFxY  OF  POLITICS. 

In  laking  up  the  pen  to  discharge,  this 
our  weekly  duty  to  our  readers,  we  have 
seldom  had  before  us  so  many  topic?  of  im- 
portance as  at  this  monient.  Some  of  them 
we  must  put  off  till  another  opportunity  ; 
but  the  following  ones,  however  brief  and 
imperfect  the  sketch,  we  cannot  suffer  to 
pass  unnoticed  for  another  week  ;  to  wit  : 
—  I .  The  r'l^ht  of  cutting  ivocd  at  Ho?ichiras ; 
2.  The  speech  of  the  American  President, 
particularly  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  cesiion 
of  Louisiana  to  France;  3.  Projects  relative 
to  6"/.  Do7nuigo ;  4.  The  conduct  of  the  Ad- 
miralty',  5.  The  state  of  Pcaties. 

The  right  of  cuttin  g  Logwood, 
— We  gave  in  our  last  sheet  (page  iio),  a 
publication  from  the  Honduras  merchants, 
relative  to  this  right ;  and  we,  at  the  same 
time,  intimated  our  own  intention  of  dis- 
cussing the  question,  which,  with  the  rea- 
der's indulgence,  we  shall  now  attempt 
to  do. It  was  before  stated,  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  nature  and  quality  of  our 
right,  the  ministers  were  equally  to  blame 
for  having  left  it  open  to  dispute,  and  for 
having  closely  disguised  from  the  parlia- 
ment the  real  state  of  the  settlement,  as 
we  now  find  it  was  laid  before  them  by  the 
parties  interested  therein.  But  it  is  no 
longer  a  question  between  the  ministry  and 
the  parliament  that  we  have  to  consider  :  it 
is  a  question  between  England  and  Spain 
backed  with  the  counsel  and  the  power  of 
France;  and,  as  it  is  probable,  that  the 
valuable  settlement  at  Honduras,  after  an 
enjoyment  of  nearly  a  century  and  a  half, 
must  be  shortly  given  up  for  ever,  or  be 
defended  by  arms,  it  behoves  us  to  ascer- 
tain, with  what  precision  we  may,  what 
are  the  grounds,  on  which  our  right  is  now 
to  be  maintained.  —  The  logwood  mer- 
chants affect  to  believe,  that  it  will  be  an 
indulgence  to  the  Spaniards,  if  we  do  not 
insist  upon  continuing  to  occupy  the  limits 
as  extended  during  the  war:  "  If  they 
"  quarrel  about  the  matter,"  say  these  he- 
roic gentlemen,  "  ministers  ought  to  give 
"  orders  for  strengtliening  our  position  at 
"  Honduras,  send  out  reutforcmients^  and 
"  bid  the  Spaniards  i/f)'?^/?!:^.  We  have  the 
'*  light,  we  have  the  pouer,  and  Buona- 
"  parte. should  be  taught  that  he  viust  mt 
"  dominerr,  when  he  has  not  the  ability  to 
"  act."  It  is  surprizing  how  brave  your 
timid  animals  become  when  their  dearest 
possessions  are  in  danger  i  But,  as  the 
honourable  feelings  of  these  gentlemen 
were  not  powerful  enough  to  urge  them 
forward,  in  opposition  to  the  ruinous  and 
disgraceful  treaty  of  A  miens  3  as  they  could 
view,  with  indifference,  the  base  abandoa- 
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ment  of  their  country's  allies,  the  surrender 
of  its  bulwarks,  and  the  exposure  of  its 
very  existence  as  an  independent  nation; 
as  they  were  reconciled  to  all  these  sacri- 
fices for  the  sake  of  obtaining  the  "  bless- 
"  ings  of  peace,"  they  will  certainly  excuse 
us,  if,  before  we  cast  away  that  dear 
bought  "  blessing"  merely  for  their  sakes, 
we  take  time  to  enquire,  whether  or  not 
we  have  justice  on  our  side. — There  is  no 
doubt,  that  a  W3.x dissolves allexistingtreaties  from 
the  very  nature  of  war;  and,  all  treaties 
being  dissolved  by  war,  mere  peace  does 
not  renew  them.  "  Then,"  say  the  mer- 
chants of  Honduras,  "  by  the  same  rule, 
"  Spain  may  demand  Gibraltar  or  Jamaica, 
*'  because  the  treaties  of  1667  and  1713 
"  were  not  renewed  at  Amiens."  Not 
so.  There  arc  some  points,  which,  when 
once  ceded,  do  not  require  to  be  renewed 
after  a  war;  but  there  are  others  that  do. 
Treaties,  or  parts  of  treaties,  as  we  ob- 
served, on  a  former  occasion,  cease  of  them- 
selves the  moment  they  ^vg  fully  executed. 
Gibraltar  was  not  only  ceded  but  taken 
possession  of  The  stipulation  was  ex- 
ecuted, and  its  force  was  at  an  end.  But, 
if  Spain  had,  by  a  stipulation  of  the  same 
treaty,  obtained  or  reserved  the  privilege 
of  selling  oranges  in  the  town,  or  of  keep- 
ing a  number  of  persons  to  dig  stones  out 
of  one  of  the  quarries,  such  a  stipulation 
would  have  been  found  to  be  unexecuted  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  and  would,  of  course,  have 
ceased  to  be  any  longer  binding  upon  F-ng- 
land,  until  again  positively  renewed. — The 
erroneous  conckision  of  the  Honduras  mer- 
chants (or  rather  their  lawyer),  proceeds 
frum  their  confounding  a  riglit  of  doininiun 
with  ■alright  of  convention.,  which  are  not  more 
different  in  their  origin  than  in  their  nature 
and  effects.  The  right  of  dominion  (like 
that  of  Gibraltar  for  instance),  once  ceded, 
need  not  be  renewed  after  any  subsequent 
war ;  because  it  is  a  complete  right,  and 
requires  neither  the  act  nor  the  will  of  any 
other  power  to  preserve  the  existence  or 
enjoyment  of  it.  But  all  rights,  which  are 
not  rights  of  dominion,  which  are  encroach- 
ments on  that  right,  which  are  to  be  exer- 
cised in  the  dominions  of  another  power, 
which  require  not  only  the  past  but  the 
present  and  the  future  consent  of  that 
power,  and  an  active  continuance  of  his 
permission,  must  be  renewed  after  a  war. 
Such  are  rights  o^  commerce.,  oi  fishery.,  of 
drying  fish,  oi  cuttmgivood,  &c. — The  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  in  his  defence  of  the  treaty, 
rightly  took  this  line  of  arguing,  but  he 
fallaciouslv  contended,  that  our  right  to  cut 
wood  at  Honduras  was  like  a  right  of  do- 
minion, and  therefore;  need  not  be  renew- 


ed. *  He  did  not  distinguish  between  those 
rights,  which  are  to  be  exercised  in  one's  own 
dominions.,  and,  therefore,  require  ihe  inter- 
ference of  one  power  only;  and  those  rights, 
which  are  to  be  exercised  in  the  dominions 
of  mother  power,  and  which  require  the 
consent  of  two  parties — a  circumstance 
which,  in  the  affairs  of  nations,  always  im- 
plies a  covenant  of  some  kind  or  other. — 
The  proof  that  this  doctrine  is  sound,  is, 
that,  in  all  treaties,  the  right  of  dominion, 
once  ceded,  is  seldom,  if  ever,  renewed  j 
and,  that  rights  of  the  other  species,  it" 
meant  to  be  revived,  are  always  renewed 
specifically:  nor  is  there,  we  believe,  an 
instance  of  the  contrary,  and,  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  /iractice  of  nations  is  the 
lai.u  of  nations. — The  argument  of  the  mi- 
nisters, is,  tiiat  we  have  kept  possession  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  that,  as  (according  to 
Vattel),  at  a  peace,  every  thing  is  to  re- 
main in  statu  quo,  if  not  allered  by  specific 
articles,  we  still  have  the  right  to  possess. 
But,  is  this  really  and  truly  the  meaning  of 
Vattel?  We  think  not.  "  The  state  of 
"  things  at  the  instant  of  making  the  treaty 
''  is  lu-ld  to  be  legitimate,  and  any  change 
"  to  be  made  in  it  requires  an  express  spe- 
"  cification  in  the  treaty  ;  consequently  all 
"  things  not  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  are  to 
"  remain  as  they  were  at  the  conclusion  of  z/."f 
True,  and  all  we  have  to  determine,  4s, 
what,  as  relative  to  the  present  point,  was 
"  the  state  of  things"  at  t  tie  luslant  of  making 
the  treaty  of  Amiens?  Why,  the  war  had 
abrogated  the  convention  of  17S6;  it  was 
in  that  state  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
and  as  this  state  was  not  changed  by  any- 
express  specification  in  the  treaty,  tlie  con- 
vention remained  abrogated,  and  the  right 
ceased. — But,  say  the  ministers,  we  kept 
possession  during  the  whole  of  the  war. 
Granted  ;  but,  though  the  possession  was 
preserved,  the  nature  of  it  was  changed. 
From  being  possessors  by  covenant,  as 
friends  and' allies,  you  became  possessor* 
without  covenant,  as  adversaries  and  as 
enemies,  which  is  clearly  proved  by  the 
attempt  actually  made  by  the  other  party  to 
drive  you  out.  Peace  came:  as  we  had 
clearly  and  unequivocally  acknowledged,  in 
1783  and  1786,  the  whole  right  ofsove- 
reignty  and  dominion  to  be  in  the  Kiiig  of 
Spain,  the  Spaniards  said  nothing,  ;n  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  about  Honduras:  on 
their  part,  there  was  no  occasion  lor  any 
stipulation  on  the  subject:  they  knew  that 
we  ^ve^e,  at  that  moment,  in  forcible  pos« 
session  of  the  exercise  of  a  privilege  to  cut 
wood,  and  of  apart  of  their  shore  in  .  outli 

*  See  his  speecli,  Vol.  II.  Supf  lemcut,  p.  1 346. 
t  Vattel,  L.  ly.  Sect.  21. 
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Amencn]  but,  as  they  knew,  that  we  no 
longer  possessed  either  by  treaty,  they,  of 
course,  regarded  us  as  occupiers  or  con- 
querors, and,  as  al!  places  occupied  or  con- 
quered are,  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  to  be 
Restored,  vvhat  we  possessed  at  Honduras 
niust  of  necessity  be  restored.  The  log- 
wood lawyer  goes  upon  the  point  of//o.f- 
sessio-H,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  consider 
its  nature,  and  that  our  possession,  not  be- 
ing grounded  on  a  right  of  dominion,  but 
on  aright  of  an  inferior  kind,  must,  to  be 
good  and  valid,  be  specifically  revived.  The 
instances  which  he  brings  of  Gibraltar,  Ca- 
nada, and  Newfoundland  have  already 
been  noticed  ;  but  what  is  the  case  as  to 
the J^sf/eries  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence 
and  Newfoundland  ?  The  French,  aware 
of  the  principle  we  have  stated,  have  not 
neglected  to  renew  t/ieir  rights,  of  this  sort, 
by  the  treaty  of  Amiens  !  *  Shall  we  be 
told,  that  there  is  a  distinction  here;  and 
that  the  French  did  not/possess  the  use  of  the 
fisheries  during  the  ivar  as  we  did  that  of  the 
logwood  districts  ?  Who  knows  this  ?  Who 
knows,  that  there  were  not  French  fisher- 
men on  the  Banks  every  day  in  every  sea- 
son during  the  war?  And,  the  poor  fish- 
ermen of  St.  John's  know,  to  their  sorrow, 
that  there  was  one  part  of  the  war  when  the 
French  were  completely  masters  of  all  the 
Banks.  The  French  government  knew 
this  ;  but,  it  also  knew,  that  we  claimed  the 
right  of  dominion  in  the  fisheries  in  ques- 
tion, and  therefore,  it  wisely  renewed  its 
conventional  right  to  the  use  of  them, 
which  right  had  been  abrogated  by  the  war. 
This  pretext  of  a  right  of  possession,  found- 
ed on  a  successful  resistance  of  the  Spa- 
niards during  the  war,  was,  we  think,  sa- 
tisfactorily replied  to  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Fre- 
derick Eden:  "  We  traded  to  Honduras, 
"  we  built  huts  and  cut  wood  there,  by 
"  permission  of  the  King  of  Spain  ;  a  per- 
"  mission  secured  to  us  by  treaties  existing 
*'  before  the  war.  From  the  commence- 
*'  mcnt  of  the  war,  the  permission  ceased  ; 
*'  and,  do  you  really  imagine.  Sir,  that  our 
*'  continuing  to  cut  wood  without  permis- 
"  sion,  during  the  war,  is  a  conclusive 
*'  proof  of  our  having  a  right  (o  continue 
"  to  cut  wood  during  the  peace  r  Because 
"  a  tenant  has  ke!>t  forcible  possession  of 
*'  your  house  for  a  long  time  after  tlie  ex- 
*'  piration  of  his  lease,  shall  he  thereon 
"  found  a  right  to  possess  it  for  ever  '<•"  We 
call  upon  tlie  logwood  lawyer  to  answer 
these  questions. — As  to  the  quotation  from 
IMably  -j-  it  is  expressly  limited  to  rights  of 
doininion^  and  is,  in  itself,  very  true  :  but,  the 

*  See  Art.  XV,  Rrgister,   Vol.  1,  p.  ,3z6' 
"  t  See  ihe  article  v/e  allude  to,  p.  1 1  i , 


inference(like  that  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls) 
extended  to  the  case  of  Honduras,  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  a  right  of  dominion, 
is  false.  This  distinction  we  take  to  be  the 
hinge  of  the  question. — Suppose,  then,  it 
is  true,  that  the  Spaniards  have  ordered  us 
to  quit  Honduras,  what  argument  have  we 
to  oppose  to  such  an  order  ?  Can  we  say 
we  are  possessors  by  covenant  ?  They  will 
ask  what  covenant.  Suppose  we  say,  by 
the  treaty  of  i  783,  or  by  the  convention  of 
1786?  They  will  replv  :  tho^e  covenants 
were  dissolved  by  the  war,  and  you  have 
not  renewed  them.  Shall  we  next  say, 
that  vi-e  have  kept  possession  daring  the 
war  ?  Granted,  sa)'  thej ;  but  you  did  so 
against  our  will  ;  you  did  so  as  enemies  and 
not  as  friends,  by  ibrce  and  not  by  treaty.; 
and,  as  you  have  not  desired  to  continue 
your  possession  by  a  new  treaty,  we  beg 
leave  to  exercise  our  right  as  Sovereigns, 
and  to  bid  you  depart,  in  vvhich  we  are  jus- 
tified by  the  law  of  nations,  and  by  your 
conduct.  You  were  so  sensible  that  your 
right  here  was  purely  a  right  of  convention, 
and  that,  after  every  war,  it  merely  de- 
pended upon  continuing  it  by  specific 
treatv,  that  you  never  frd'ed  so  to  continue 
it,  at  the  end  of  every  war,  from  1670  to 
1783;  and,  as  you  have  not  observed  this 
precaution  at  Amiens,  you  have  forfeited 
your  right,  and  we  insist  upon  the  exercise 
of  ours. — We  should  be  glad  to  hear  the 
reply  of  the  logwood  lawyer  and  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls, 

American  States  and  Louisiana. 
— In  p.  136  of  this  sheet,  will  be  found  the 
message  of  Mr.  Jeflerson,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  their  ses- 
sion, which  began,  it  appears,  on  the  i5tli 
of  Dec.  last.  A  paper  like  this  embraces, 
of  course,  a  great  number  of  important  ob- 
jects. In  order  to  form  a  right  judgment 
relative  to  which,  we  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend, to  such  of  our  readers  as  may  not  be 
conversant  in  American  alTairs,  to  peruse 
the  articles  respecting  tliat  country,  which 
wii!  be  found  in  the  body  and  in  the  Sup- 
plement of  Vol.  I.  of  this  work,  and  vvh-ich 
are,  in  some  sort,  necessary  to  explain  the 
views  of  the  President,  with  respect  both 
to  foreign  and  domestic  concerns.  But,  in 
the  topics  of  this  message,  there  is  one,  in 
which  we,  our  readers,  and  our  country, 
are  more  immediately  interested:  we  mean 
that  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France. 
"  The  cession,"  says  the  President,  "  of 
"  the  Spanish  province  of  Louisiana  to 
"  France,  which  took  place  in  the  course 
"  of  the  last  war,  will,  if  carried  into  effect^ 
"  7nah  a  change  in  the  a /net  of  our  foreign  re~. 


149]  JANUARY  29  TO 

*'  laticfis,  which  will,  doubtless,  have  just 
"  weight  in  any  deliberations  of  the  Le2;is- 
*'  lature  connected  with  the  subject." — 
This  is  perfectly  equivocal  ;  but,  when 
viewed  in  conjunction  with  the  alarm  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce that  eifect,  which  it  really  has  produced 
on  the  small  politicians,  vvho'conduct  some 
of  the  London  newspapers,  and  who  appear 
to  be,  at  last,  awakened  to  some  sense  ol 
the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  this 
cession.  But,  the  manner  in  which  they 
communicate  their  sentiments  to  the  public 
is  truly  curious.  One  aifects  to  regard  the 
danger  as  somediing  which  he  himself  had 
perceived,  though  he  had,  till  now,  thought  it 
proper  to  conceal  it  from  the  profane  vulgar  ; 
while  another  acknowledge",  it  to  have  been 
foreseen,  but  observes,  that  the  "  specula- 
*'  tive  politicians  have  hitherto  considered 
"  the  cession  as  likely  to  be  attended  with 
"  molestation  only  to  the  United  States;'" 
whereas,  by  this  cession,  "  France  has  got 
*'  into  her  hands  the  kev  of  South  America  and 
"  the  Sjianish  mines.'' — Now,  justice  to  our- 
selves and  to  our  cause  compels  us  to  recall 
to  the  mdnds  of  our  readers  what  we  have 
said  upon  this  subject,  and  to  refer  them  to 
a  dissertation  as  well  as  a  map  up«n  the  sub- 
ject, in  Vol.  I.  of  this  work,  p.  443.  One 
passage  from  that  dissertation  we  must 
quote,  because  it  so  completely  destroys 
the  assertions  of  the  Morning  Chronicle 
respecting  our  having  extended  our  views 
of  the  danger  of  the  cession  to  the  United 
States  of  America  only.  "  From  the  cold 
*'  regions  of  the  North,  from  the  haunts  of 
*'  the- martin  and  the  beaver,  let  us  now 
"  turn  to  the  glowing  mines  of  the  South. 
"  In  ceding  Louisiana  to  France,  Spain  has 
"  not  stipulated  for  bovjidaries. '  The  do- 
"  minion  which  France  formerly  claimed 
*'  (and  she  never  recedes),  extended,  on 
^'  the  sea-board,  towards  the  South,  as  far 
"  as  the  Rio  Bravo.  The  mouth  of  this  ri- 
*'  ver,  which  alFords  good  anchorage  for 
"  vessels  of  any  size,  places  the  all-power- 
*'  ful  Republic  at  no  more  than  60  miles 
*'  from  St.  Andre,  133  miles  from  Panuco 
"  and  Yago,  and  300  miles  from  the  city  of 
*'  Mexico  itself,  to  all  which  places  there 
*'  is  a  road  from  Rio  Bravo  much  easier  to 
*'  pass  than  the  space  between  Philadel- 
•'  phia  and  Pittsburgh,  \\'\\ic\\  cost  the 
*'  American  militia  a  march  of  only  or.e- 
"  and-twenty  days," — And  yet  the  small 
politician,  who  conducts  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, has  discovered  that  *'  speculative  po- 
*'  liticians  have  ////Zw/o perceived  danger ow/v 
*'  to  the  Uiiited  States!  ''  The  passage 
above  quoted  was  published  in  the  month 
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of  May  last;  and  let  not  the  "  safe  politi 
"  cians "  say,  that  the  Definitive  Treaty 
was  then  made  and  ratified,  and  that  it  was 
too  late  to  prevent  the  evil,  for,  tne  same,  in 
substance,  was  said  in  one  ot  the  letiers  to 
Ld.  Hawkesbury,  on  the  Peace  :— "  Loui- 
"  siana  borders  on  Mexico,  my  lord,  and 
"  I  can  assure  your  lordship,  \X\7i.\. your  march 
"  to  Paris^  even  in  I7;3,  would  not  have 
"  been  so  easy  as  a  march  from  Neiu  Orleam 
"  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  Ten  thousand  Frenchi 
"  soldiers,  inured  to  the  hardships  and  fa- 
"  tigue?  of  the  camp  and  the  field,  accus- 
"  tomed  to  danger  as  the  eagle  to  the  tem- 
"  pest,  and  attracted  by  the  richest  prey 
"  that  ever  tempted  the  rapacity  of  man, 
"  would  snatch  this  glittering  prize  frora 
"  the  feeble  and  enervated  hands  of  the 
"  Spaniards,  with  much  greater  ease  than 
"  a  handfulof  their  ferocious  and  sanguinary" 
"  ancestors  took  it  from  its  ancient  pos- 
"  sessors," — This  was  published  on  the  22d 
of  October,  iSor  ;  and  yet,  it  is  now  dis- 
covered that  the  source  of  danger  here 
spoken  of,  has  '•'•  hither t*''  escaped  observa- 
tion !  But  this  is  an  old  trick  of  the  suiall 
politicians,  who,  like  their  great  leader, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  are  famous  for  picking  up, 
and  appropriating  to  their  own  use,  sayings 
and  opinions,  which  they  think  are  for- 
gotten. They  may,  indeed,  say  as  to  the 
present  case,  that  they  never  read  the  Re- 
gister ;  but  this  escu-e  will  not  do  with 
respect  to  Lord  Greuville's  speech  of  the 
4th  of  May,  where  his  lordship  said,  that, 
the  "  cession  of  Louisiana  gave  the  French 
"  an  immense  influence  on  the  north  as 
"  vvcU  as  the  south  of  America.  It  gave 
"  them  the  command  of  our  West  India 
"  navigation,  and  it  brought  them  within 
"  J, 00  miles  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  the 
"  march  to  which  would  be  as  easy  as  from 
"  Chester  to  London ;  and,  he  had  no 
"  scrujile  (o  afiirm,  that,  on  the  unturlinjcj 
"  of  the  first  standard  of  an  espedilion 
"  from  Lousiana  to  Mexico,  the  whole  of 
"  tiie  western  inhabitants  of  the  United 
"  States  would  repair  to  it  in  arms."* — - 
And  vet  the  small  politicians  never  before 
heard  it  suggested,  that  Mexico  was  in  ar.y 
danger  from  the  cession  of  Louisiana.  Tlie 
fact  is,  that  they  are,  upon  all  occasions, 
loth  to  acknowledge,  that  the  opposers  of 
the  peace,  whom  they  sometimes  call  the 
Grenville  Party^  and  sometimes  the  Neio  0/i~ 
position-,  they  are  extremel)^  loth  to  ac- 
knovvledsje,  that  tlie^e  gentlemen  were  cor- 
rect  in  their  opinions,  respecting  the  con- 
sequences of  the  peace.  They  feel  that 
they  are  entitled  to  no  share  of  the  honour 
of  ihat  opposition  ;  and,  therefore,  they  are 

*  Re^ibter,  Vui.  li.  p.  \ziz. 
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■uncommonly  anxious  to  derogate,  in  some 
■way  or  other,  irom  the  merit  which  event? 
are  daily  attaching  to  it. — Returning  to  the 
President's  message,  and  the  opinions  of 
the  American  people,  it  is  now  acknow- 
ledged, in  that  country  and  in  this,  (hat 
great  danger  is  likely  to  arise  to  them  both 
irom  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France. 
How  clearly  this  was  predicted,  how 
strongly  it  was  dwelt  on  by  those  peers  and 
members  of  parliament  who  opposed  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  must  be  well  remember- 
ed; not,  therefore,  to  swell  this  article 
beyond  the  limits  which  we  have  to  allot  to 
it,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  quoting 
the  opinions  of  the  m.akers  and  defenders 
of  that  fatal  and  degrading  compact  ;*  the 
opinions  of  the  "  /n/^t'^/mmisters,"  and  the 
*'  safe  politicians,"  beginning  with  that 
most  sapient  statesman,  the  minister  of 
Richmond  Park,  who,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Windham,  sagaciously  observed:  that  "His 
*'  right  honorable  friend  laid  great  stress 
*'  on  the  establishment  of  the  French  in 
"  Louisiana,  and  had  said  that  the  French 
*'  power  could  now  put  in  danger  the 
*'  whole  of  the  continent  of  America,  north 
"  and  south;  but  his  right  hon.  friend  could 
*'  not  say,  that  if  the  French  had  not  this 
*'  extent  of  territory  thre^  they  could  not, 
*'  if  5/  Domingo  were  tranquil,  and  affairs 
*'  were  at  rest  with  them  in  that  quarter^ 
*'  become,  by  means  of  a  large  military 
*'  force,  formidabh  to  either  North  or  South 
*'  J/aerica  !"\ — His  colleague,  his  worthy 
colleague,  the  solid  young  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  the  "  steady  young  man,"  as  the 
shop-keepers  call  him;  this  '•'-  jirudent  mi- 
*♦  nister,"  expressed  himself  on  the  subject 
in  the  loUowmg  "  safe'''  and  sensible  manner: 
— "  As  to  the  political  advantages,  which 
*'  France  will  derive  from  the  possession 
*'  of  Louisiana,  /  daih  ickether  they  can  be  of 
*'  mv.ch  misequence.  Gentlemen  have  said  a 
*'  great  deal  about  the  influence,  which 
"  this  possession  threatens  to  give  France 
*'  over  the  United  States  of  America.  To 
"  this  I  answer,  that  it  is  the  policy  of 
*'  America  to  keep  an  equal  balance  be- 
*'  tween  France  and  us,  and  that  the  pro- 
*'  bability  therefore  is,  that  the  possession 
"  of  Louisiana,  hy  Jilacing  the  French  upon  the 

*  It  may  be  useful,  however,  to  refer  our  readers 
here  to  some  of  the  passages,  to  which  we  allude, 
in  the  speeches  of  those  who  opposed  the  peace. — 
Supplement  to  Register,  Vol.  II.' Mr.  Windham,  p. 
1157  and  1204  ;  Mr.  Elliot,  p.  1193  ;  Lord  Gren- 
ville,p.  izzi;  Mr.  Elliot,  p.  1S31;  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  p.  1273;  Mr.  Windliam,  p.  1295  and  1298; 
and  Sir  W.  Youn^,  p.  13:8. 

f  Debate  of  34  May,  1802,  Register,  Vol,  II. 
p-  I2n. 


"  hach  of  America,  every  maxim  of  sound. 
"  policy  will  incline  the  latter  to  cultivate 
"  a  more  intinrate  connexion  with  this 
"  country."  He  next  observed,  that  Mr. 
Windham,  by  supposing  the  danger  to 
America  to  be  so  great,  "  under-rated  the. 
'''"'  Jiolndation  and lioiver  of  the  Tjnited  States,  and 
"  forgot  the  succesful  exertions,  which  they, 
"  wlien  colonies  of  this  country,  made 
"  against  the  French  in  1756,  though  the 
"  latter  were  then  in  Jios  session  of  both  Loinsiana 
"  and  Canada  !'^* — The  Saint  Domingo  Ge- 
neral followed  next.  This  gentleman,  who 
appears  to  be  not  less  able  in  the  senate 
than  in  the  field,  and  who  shone  not  less  in 
the  debate  on  the  treaty  than  at  Port-au- 
Prince,  or  before  the  walls  of  Ferrol,  said, 
that,  "  of  Louisiana  he  had  heard,  that  it 
"  would"  enable  France  to  attack  the  United 
"  States  on  one  side  and  Mexico  on  the 
*'  other;  but,  when  Louisiana  ViH-^  fcrmerly 
"  in  possession  of  France,  it  was  totally 
"  i?nbccile ;  and  it  had  not  increased  in 
"  population  since  it  came  into  the  hands 
"  of  Spain.  But  it  was  contended,  that 
"  the  possession  of  I,ouisiana  would  give 
"  the  French  great  influence  eventually 
"  over  the  councils  and  measures  of  the 
"  United  States  :  here  there  was  one  ob- 
"  servation  that  naturally  occurred  to  the 
"  mind  of  every  man,  which  was  this  : 
"  U'e  fiossess  Canada,  yet  that  possession  does  not 
"  enable  us  to  influence  the  United  S.'ates;  and, 
"  if  this  be  (he  case,  with  hniv  much  more  force 
' '  does  the  arvziment  apply  to  Louisiana  ! ' '  "I"  — Th  e 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  whose  name  we  men- 
tion here  with  deep  regret,  said,  that 
"  With  respect  to  the  cession  of  Louisiana, 
"  the  value  and  importance  of  that  cession 
"  had  been  only  discovered  ivithin  a  fezi  jnghts 
"  preceding.  It  was/bvwcr/y  in  the  possession 
"  of  France;  but  she  had  not  been  able  to  draw 
"  from  it  those  advatitages,  vJiick,  it  ivas  con- 
"  tended,  she  ivoidd  derive  from  it  7ioiv.  With 
"  respect  to  danger  arising  from  it,  he  could 
"  not  perceive  that  degree  of  injury  to 
"  this  country,  which  had  been  pourtrayed. 
'•  The  only  danger  likely  to  result  from  it 
"  that  he  could  discover,  arose  from  bring- 
"  ing  France  in  contact  vv'ith  the  United 
"  States  of  America,"  [which  was  the  very 
thing  that  Lord  Hawkesbury  rejoiced  at], 
"  It  -might  happen,  that,  in  i\\e  course  of  agesy 
"  some  danger  would  result  from  this  con- 
"  nexion,  but  it  could  iiot  be  sooi}."J — ■ 
Such  were  the  opinions  of  the  "  safe  poli- 


*  Debate  of  13th  May,  1802. 
p.  13C9. 
f  Debate  of  14th  May,  1802. 
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\  Debate  of  14th  May,  1802. 
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such  were  the  opinions  of  the 
makers   and    defenders   of    the    peace    of 
Amiens  j   of  that  peace,  which  the  "  witty 
*'  senator  "    said  every  man  was^/a^/  of  but 
?w  man  wasy^m^<a?of;  that  blessed  peace,  at 
wl;ic]i    Mr,    Fox,    the  "  patriot  Fox,"    re- 
joiced,   because    it   vvas  "  glorious  to  France 
"  and  \o  i\\e  tlrst  Consul:"  such  were    the 
opinions,   such   were  the  words,   of  those 
men,  to  whom  we  are  to  look  for  the  pre- 
servation  of  the   country  from  the  fearful 
dangers  that  now  menace  it!   The  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  talks  o'i  plac'mg 
the    French  u/ion  the   back   of  the  Americans   in 
order  to  attach  the  latter  to  England,   while 
the  Master   of    the    Rolls    apprehends   no 
danger  from  it  except  bringing  the  French 
and   Americans  into  contact.     The  very  cir- 
cumstance, on  which  one  of  these  statesmen 
builds  his  hope,   is  the   only  circumstance 
which  excites  fear  in  the  other  !     Then,  to 
see  them  producing  the  history  of  the  war 
of  1756,  when  the  now  United  States  were 
colonies  of  England,  when  the  people  were 
devoted   to   England,    and   were  aided  by 
an  English  army  on  their  frontier,  and  by 
an  English  fleet  in  the  river  St.  Laurence  ; 
when  there  was  hardly  a  single  settler   to 
the  westward  of  the   Appalachian  moun- 
tains, when  the  river  Mississippi  vvas  known 
to   the   Anglo-Americans    by   name    only, 
and  when  no  man  ever  dreamt  ot    sending 
Hour  and  beef  down  that  river  to  the  sea :  to 
see  the  resistance  made  to  the  French   by 
the  Anglo-Americans,  in  this  state  of  things, 
prod  uced  as  a  proof  of  the  resistance  they  w  ill 
7w^y  be  able  and  willing  to  make  ;  to  see 
this  argument  seriously  urged  in  the  British 
Parliarnent,  and   that  too   by  the    minister 
whose  peculiar  duty  it   was   to   understand 
and  to  watch  over  the  foreign  atfairs  of  the 
nation,    must  have  created  in  the  minds   of 
all  intelligent   foreigners  a  considerable  por- 
tion   of    that   contempt,    with  which    this 
miserable  country  is  now  spoken  of,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.     Yet,  was  even  this  sur- 
passed  by    the    Richmond-Park    minister, 
who,   in  order  to    convince   the   House  of 
Commons,  that  Mr.  Windham  was  deceived, 
and  that  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France 
\vas  a  thing  of  little  or  no  consequence,  ob- 
served, that,  if  that  nation  had  a  mind  to  at- 
tack Spanish  America,  or  the  LTniled  States, 
she  might  do  it  equal Uj  nvcll  from  St.   Do- 
mingo !!!!!!  Poor  man  !  Wretched  conn- 
try,  to  be  committed  to  a  guide  like  this  !  To 
argue    with    such   a    thing  y/ould  disgrace 
the  name  of  reason  ;  to  expose  its  ignorance 
would  be  a    libel   on  the  eye-sight  and  the 
hearing  of  our  readers.     Attack  Mexico  and 
J^entucky  by  the  way  of  St.  Domingo,  as 


easily  as  from  the  mouth  and  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi !  Gracious  God !  why  dost 
thou  , but  we  will  not 

complain  :  we  have  no  right  to  complain  : 
the  simple  fact  that  such  a  man  has  beea 
minister  for  two  years  together,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  acts  of  his  ignorant  and  selfish, 
administration,  is,  of  itself,  a  sufficient  proof, 
that  the  country  is  unworthy  of  remaining 
independent. -Having  reminded  our  rea- 
ders of  the  opinions  entertained,  respecting 
Louisiana,  we  should  now  offer  them  some 
remarks  on  President  Jefferson's  views,  as 
to  this  particular  point ;  but  these  we  must 
reserve  till  our  next.  We  must,  however, 
not  delay  to  observe,  that  our  American  let- 
ters, of  the  27th  of  December,  inform  u9, 
that  the  Slates  of  Kentucky,  Tennesse,  and 
the  North  Western  Territory,  had  presented 
a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  complaining  against  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Spanirds  at  New  Orleans, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  deprive  the  said 
states  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
"  a  freedom,"  say  thev,  "  absolutely  necessary 
"  to  our  existence." — Why,  so  we  said  last 
year  about  this  time.  The  "  ages"  of 
which  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  pleased  to 
talk,  have  already  rolled  away  !  The  import- 
ance of  the  possession  of  Louisiana,  which 
he  said  Mr.  Windham  had  "  discovered  only  a 
"  fciv  nights  before,"  now  appears  not  to 
have  been  a  chimerical  notion. 

St.  Domingo. — Much  has  lately  been 
said  and  written  about  this  island.  We  have 
always  thought,  that  the  French  would 
linally  subdue  the  blacks,  and  make  the  coun- 
try at  once  a  productive  colony  and  a  rendez-' 
vous  for  their  army,  a  poiiit  d'appui,  whence  to 
stretch  forth  their  power  as  occasion  might  of- 
fer against  our  colonies,  beginning  with  Ja- 
maica. There  has  hitherto  been  more  diffi- 
culty than  we  expected,  attending  this  pro- 
ject ;  and,  if  flying  reports  from  America 
and  Jamaica  are  to  be  believed,  the  complete 
subjugation  of  the  French  pare  of  the  island 
will  yet  cost  many  thousands  of  troops; 
but  not  nearly  so  many  as  it  would  have  cost, 
if  our  ministers  had  loved  their  country  mors 
and  their  places  less  j  if  they  had  refused 
to  suifer  the  French  armament  to  sail,  'till 
the  signing  of  the  definitive  treaty,  which 
v.'ould  have  given  Tous'iaint  time  to  fill  his 
magazines,  to  repair  his  fortifications,  and  to 
embody  his  troops  ;  and  which  would  also 
have  brought  the  armament  to  land  at  a 
moment  Vv'hen  the  yellow  fever  would  h.ive 
aided  the  blacks.  But,  say  the  ministers, 
"  we  wished  for  the  French  to  succeed." 
Did  you  go?  Why,  then,  your  wishes  have 
hitherto  been  defeated.— But,  referring  our 


155] 


COBBETT's  ANNUAL  REGISTEIl. 


[156 


readers  to  what  we  have  said  before  on  this 
subject*,  we  have  now  to  call  their  atten- 
tion to  a  circumstance,  which,  though  not 
entirely  unforetold,  will  appear  somewhat 
surprizing  to  those  who  have  not  watched 
the  progress  of  national  dt-gradation.  It  is 
proposed  to  lend  or  let  English  ships  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  troops  to  assist  in 
ihe  subjugation  of  St.  Domingo:  it  is  said, 
that  ships  have,  by  the  permission  of  govern- 
ment, actually  been  hired  for  this  purpose, 
and,  from  the  language  of  the  demi-official 
paper,  we  should  not  be  at  all  surprized  to 
iind,  that  the  ministry  had,  in  one  way  or 
another,  very  considerably  contributed  to 
the  forming  of  a  depository  of  men  and  of 
arms,  which  -will,  at  no  very  distant  period 
be  employed  against  our  colonies.  We 
stated,  some  time  ago,  that  the  provisions, 
supplied  by  the  Americans  to  the  army  of 
St.  Domingo,  were  paid  for  in  London;  and 
we  shall  not  be  sur  -rized,  if,  upon  enquiry 
(which  certainly  ought  to  be  instituted),  it 
should  aj)pear.  that  the  British  government 
was,  and  is,  the  ^7<fl?7Z72/i;V  for  repayment  to 
the  House  of  Baring  and  Co.  f .  The  demi- 
cfhcial  paper  lakes  great  pains  to  prepare 
the  public  fur  soirie  such  discovery  as  this, 
as  well  as  for  the  hire  of  the  shipping.  "  It" 
[the  subjugation  of  St.  Domingo]  "  is,  in 
*'  some  degree,  a  common  cause,  and  it  might 
"  be  wise  and  prudent,  in  the  British  Go- 
"  vernment,  to  aid,  in  some  measure,  this 
*■'  undertaking.":}:.  In  answer  to  every 
thing,  which  is  urged  against  the  suicidial 
measure  here  suggested,  it  is  said,  that  the 
West  India  otuners,  "  the  persons  mosi  inte- 
♦'  rested^'  are  for  it.  On  this  argument, 
the  Morning  Post  of  the  2d  inst.  has  the 
following  very  just  remarks:- — "  All  those 
"  who  are  the  West  India  proprietors  zea- 
•'  Jously  contend  for  giving  ihem  every  aid. 
*'  — They  wish  to  live  under  the  Britisii 
"  Government  rather  than  the  French,  but 
*'  thty  ivould  frejer  the.  French  to  the  dominion 
"  of  the  Blacks.  This  may  be  good  argu- 
*'  ment  in  Jamaica,  but  it  is  most  pernicious 
•'  reasoning  in  London.  If  once  our  colo- 
*'  uial  subjects  are  allowed  to  calculate  the 
*'  prudence  of  their  all cgiance^  there  is  an  end 
"  of  our  colonial  empire." — This  is  true, 
and  Very  well  said,  and  it  certainly  has  not 
the  less  merit  for  being  a  faithful  repetition 
of  the  statement  and  opinion  of  Mr.  Wind- 
ham iji  the  debate  of  the  13th  of  May, 
1S02§.  Yes,  the  West  India  merchants 
are  the  "  persons  most  interested"  but  in 
l-vhat   are  they  most  interested  .'   Is  it  in  the 

*  Particularly  in  Vol.  IJ.  p.  784,  J,  6;  7  iuul  8. 

t  See  Vol.  II.  p.  693. 

4  True  Briton,  29.  Jjiiuary. 

^  See  Register,  Vol.  II. p,  i/jj. 


honour  and  independence  of  England,  or  ia 
their  own  property  ?  Is  it  in  preventing  that 
property  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  or  from  being  totally  destroyed  ?  Every 
one,  and  particularly  every  West  Indian j 
must  know  that  France,  with  a  m^itary 
power  well  established  at  St.  Domingo,  must 
soon  become  the  mistress  of  all  that  part  of 
the  world,  particularly  when  she  has  esta- 
blished herself  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississip- 
pi. "  \i  we  have  the  policy,"  said  the 
Mercure  de  France,  "  to  unite  the  industry 
"  of  the  colonist  with  the  luarlike  spirit  of  the 
"  buccaneer,  the  West  India  islands  will  soou 
"  become  to  her  [St.  Domingo]  luhat  Ku- 
"  rope  is  to  Fra?ice.''  This  may  be,  perhaps, 
no  very  great  cause  of  alarm  to  some  of  the 
proprietors  of  sugar  plantations,  who  would, 
probably,  rather  spend  their  revenue  lit 
France  than  in  England,  We  are  really 
afraid,  that  many  of  thein  have  made  their 
calculation,  have  reconciled  themselves  to 
the  necessity  of  transferring  their  allegiance. 
Not  that,  in  general,  they  love,  the  French  j 
not  that  they  would  not  rather  remain  under 
the  British  Government ;  but  they  begin  to 
regard  it  as  being  not  so  much  a  question  of 
choice  between  the  British  and  the  French 
governments,  as  between  the  French  govern- 
ment and  the  Blacks,  and  they  would  rather 
enjoy  even  a  small  portion  of  their  property 
under  the  former,  than  lose  it  entirely  under 
the  latter.  Shocking  as  is  the  thought,  we 
greatly  fear,  too,  that  the  same  sort  of  feel- 
ing is  fast,  very  fast,  extending  itself  over 
the  mother  country.  The  merchants,  the 
manufacturers,  the  dealers,  the  stock-hold- 
ers and  the  money-holders  of  every  descrip- 
tion, have,  for  some  time,  been  looking  to 
the  possibility  of  becoming  the  subjects  of 
Buonaparte.  They  have  not,  indeed,  pro- 
mulgated the  sentiment  to  the  world  ;  they 
have  not  probably  yet  debated  on  it,  in  their 
clubs  or  committees;  they  have  retrained, 
perhaps,  from  talking  of  it  in  their  cups; 
they  may  possibly  have  hidden  it  from  the 
partners  of  their  bed,  and  even  from  the 
partners  of  their  purse:  but,  they  have  ia 
their  dreams^  kneeled  at  the  feet  of  the  Con- 
sul, whom,  to  their  great  astonishment,  thejr 
found  to  be  a  mighty  good  sort  of  a  man  ; 
they  have,  in  their  waking  moments,  thought 
about  subjection  to  him  ;  they  have  mooted 
the  question  in  their  minds;  in  a  word, 
they  have  looked,  and  they  do  look,  to  the 
power  of  Buonaparte,  aS  a  dernier  resort,  as 
a  last  refuge  for  their  wealth. 

The  Conduct  op  the  Admiralty. — ■ 
This  was  a  topic  on  which  we  had  much  to 
say,  but  tor  want  of  room,  we  are  obliged  to 
defer  it 'till  another  opportunity.  We  can- 
not, however^  refiaiii  from  congratulalin^ 
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Lord  St.  Vincent  and  the  satellite?,  who 
have  the  happiness  to  move  within  his  gentle 
influence,  on  the  very  zealous  and  judicious 
champion  they  have  found  in  the  conductor 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  who  has  so  often 
panegyrized  Fox  and  O'Connor,  and  who 
has  stigmatized,  as  a  deserter,  the  man  who 
took  the  much  boasted  Invincible  Standard. 
We  congratulate  his  Lordship  in  particular 
on  having  found  such  an  apologist,  and  also 
on  the  manner,  in  which  that  apologist  has 
acquitted  himself.  He  says,  in  speaking  of 
the  famous  Admiralty  tree  of  liberty,  of  which 
our  correspondent  gave  some  account*, 
"  with  respect  to  \\\q  facts  we  never  heard 
*'  oi  them  before."  Now,  we  had  not  only 
heard  of  them  before,  but  we  had  had,  as 
we  have  at  this  moment,  the  very  thing  itself 
before  our  eyes.  We  have  now  lying  upon 
the  table,  on  which  we  are  writing,  not  only 
a  picture  of  this  lovely  tree,  but  one 
of  the  very  identical  trees,  which  were  stuck 
up  on  the  masts  and  in  the  cabins  of  the 
ships,  at  the  very  moment  when  an  order 
was  given  out  to  confine  to  those  ships  both 
the  officers  and  the  men.  This  charming 
tree  is  printed  in  the  centre  of  a  sheet  of 
post  paper,  having  at  the  top,  these  words, 
thus  printed: — "  PEACE!!  the  result  of 
our  naval  victories  !  !"  And  below,  in  a  se- 
micircle over  the  top  of  the  tree,  these 
words  :  "  The  British  Tree  of  LIBERTY." 
— The  tree,  which  is  an  oak,  is  loaded  v/ith 
goodly  fruit,  the  names  of  several  of  our 
most  distinguished  naval  commanders,  writ- 
ten in  white  spaces  in  the  form  of  an  egg. 
All  the  other  names  are  placed  about  a- 
mongst  the  branches,  but  that  of  the  First 
Lord,  one  of  the  "  modest  ministry,"  is  placed 
upon  the  trunk,  and  is  larger  than  any  of  the 
rest.  An  account  of  the  several  victories  is 
printed  on  the  sides,  and  at  the  bottom,  of 
the  tree;  but  that  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  is 
printed  in  characters  one  size  larger  than  the 
rest,  and  is  placed  in  the  centre,  though,  by 
hs  taking  that  position,  tiie  chronological 
order  is  destroyed  1  A  more  striking  instance 
of  vanity  and  folly,  has,  perhaps,  seldom  ap- 
peared amongst  the  innumerable  imbecilli- 
ties,  to  which  human  nature  is  unhappily 
subject,  either  in  childhood  or  in  age! 

State  of  PAnTits. — The  demi-official 
paper,  the  True  Briton,  of  the  I  Ith  instant, 
contains  an  article,  which,  from  its  pom- 
pous inanity  and  its  modest  assurance,  we  at 
once  attributed  to  the  Richmond-Park  mi- 
nister, but  which,  upon  inquiry,  we  find 
good  reason  to  believe  it  to  have  proceeded 
from  the  pen  of  that  other  ornament  of 
•"  THE  FAMILY,"  Mr.  J.  H.  Addip.gton,  un- 
cle  to  tlie  Clerk  of  the  Pells.     That    this 


gentleman  should  write  comnnon  sense  for 
the  space  of  two  columns  and  a  half  of  a 
long  newspaper  will,  v/e  know,  by  some 
persons,  be  totally  discredited.  That  we 
cannot  help.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  that  we 
state  what  we  think  to  be  the  fact ;  to  com- 
mand belief  is  not  in  our  power.— The  ob- 
ject of  the  article  in  question,  is,  to  convince 
the  public,  and  Mr.  Pitt  in  particular,  that 
the  present  ministry  is  too  strong  to  be 
shaken  even  by  him.  The  writer  sets  out 
with  a  grand  display  of  all  the  ditfeient  for- 
ces, which  the  ministry  have  at  their  com- 
mand 3  and,  after  endeavouring  to  justify  the 
minister  for  declining,  on  some  occasions,  to 
defend  the  conduct  and  character  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
when  either  or  both  were,  attacked  by  the 
Old  O'Connor  and  Maidstone  opposition, 
he  proceeds  to  state,  that  ruiuours  have  got 
abroad  respecting  an  union  between  that 
opposition  and  the  ministerial  party,  where- 
on he  makes  the  follovving  most  curious 
remark  : — "  Had  the  government  [meaning 
"  the  ministry]  been  weak,  these  rumours 
"  might  have  made  some  impression  on 
"  us;  being  strong,  and  daily  increasing  in 
"  strength,  and  therefore  in  no  want  of 
"  such  alliances,  we  disbelieve  them.  The 
"  7iecessity  of  such  an  union,  w-e  can  only  ia 
"  one  case  anticipate  :  and  that  is  one  which 
"  of  all  othtrs,  we  the  most  deprecate,  but 
"  about  which  ive  are  quite  at  ease."- — This 
is  a  direct  threat  to  Mr.  Pitt.  They  here 
tell  him,  that,  as  long  as  he  chooses  to  let 
things  go  on  in  their  present  way  ;  that  is 
to  say,  to  support  them  and  to  keep  out  of 
office  himself,  they  would  rather  have  his 
friendship  than  that  of  the  Maidstone  peo- 
ple ;  but,  that,  if  he  suffers  himself  to  be 
turned  against  them,  they  will  unite  with 
his  old  and  avowed  adversaries.  They  do, 
indeed,  deprecate  the  necessity  of  such  a 
measure,  but  they,  at  the  same  time,  cava- 
lierly observe,  that  it  is  a  matter,  about 
which  they  are  "  q:r/te  at  £ase." — But,  lest 
Mr.  Pitt  should  not  be  deterred  by  this 
threat  of  a  coalition  against  him,  they  next 
take  care  to  point  out  the  difficulty  of  the 
part  he  would  have  to  sustain  in  opposition 
to  them  ;  and  this  is  done  under  the  colour 
of  exposing  what  they  have  the  modest  as- 
surance to  call  the  inconsistency  of  Lord 
Grenville,  which  "  inconsistency,"  by  the 
by,  they  deduce  from  a  most  shameful 
falsehood  of  their  own  inventing.  "  To 
"  these  two  great  measures,"  [the  Conven- 
tion with  Russia  and  the  Peace  with  France} 
"  Mr.  Pitt  ga^jg  bis '  ungqi-^ vocal  support  and 


apprcba 


And  yet  Lord  Grenville  tells 


I 


us,  that  Mr,  Pitt  is  the  only  person,  at 
'^  the  present  crisis,  capable  of  saving  the 
"  canniry  r — This  4il«xuma  (wliicb  is  jqoJ; 
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so  for  Lord  Grenville)  tbey  have  invented 
purely  for  Mr.  Pitt.     It  is,  word  for  word,  a 
repetition   of  the  charge  of  Mr,  Sheridan 
against  Mr.  Pitt,  upon   the  supposition  that 
the    latter    meant     to     return    to    power. 
From   Mr.  Sheridan  the  charge   might  be 
fair  enough,  but,  as  coming  from  them;  no- 
thing   could   be  more  hostile,  more  malig- 
nant.— At  the  close  of  this  curious  essay, 
there  is  another  stroke  obviously  intended 
to  decry  that  sort  of  talent,  which  Mr.  Pitt  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  possess  in  a  su- 
perior degree,  and   for  which,   indeed,  he  is 
indebted  for  his  fame, — "  The  measures  of  a 
"  government,"  say    they,    "  may  be    very 
'*  wise,  and  highly  salutary  to  the  country, 
*'  though  unaccompanied  with  the   display 
"  oi extraordinary  oratorical  talents!" — 
Yes,  good  honest  men,  plain  men,  men  in 
the  middle  classes  of  life,   as  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  said,  may  be  excellent  judges  of  pub- 
lic measures  5  but,  unfortunately,    in  search- 
ing after  these  men  in  the  middle  classes  of 
life,  we  have  gone  too  far,  and  have  taken 
them  out  of  the  lo-iver  classes  of  life.     But, 
then  comes  the  question,  ivho   was  it  that 
raised  these  low  people  ?  Who  was  it  that 
stirred  up  these  lees?  It  was  Mr,  Pitt !  yea, 
it  was  Mr.  Pitt  himself!   And  he  now  has 
tlie  mortification    to  see  himself  treated    by 
them  as  the  Colonnas  and  the  Medicis  were 
by  Sixlus  V.- — And,  let  it  not  be  supposed, 
that  vengeance  is  within  the   reach  of  Mr. 
Pitt.     Let  it  not  be  supposed,  that   to  send 
these  people  back  to  their   native  obscurity 
is  so  easy  a  matter.     In  enumerating  their 
friends,    had    they   not    been   restrained  by 
their  modesty,  they   could  have  mentioned 
one  much  more  valuable  than  all  the  Foxes, 
and  Tierneys,  and  Greys,  and  Erskines,  and 
Sheridans  in  the  world  5   we  mean  Mr.   Na- 
poleone  Buonaparte,  a  name  that  makes  your 
well-meaning  men  turn  pale  and  sets   their 
teeth  a-chattering  in  their  head.     Twice  al- 
ready we  have  said,  *  and  we  now  say   it 
for  the  third  time,  that,  "  i\\e  prudent   mini- 
"  sters  know,  that   there  is  another  set   of 
"  statesmen  working  day  and  night  to  pre- 
"  vail  on  Mr.  Pitt  to  cut   off  the  thread  of 
*'  their  existence ;   but,    ivitb    Buonaparte  at 
*'  their  hack,  they  might  bid  defiance  to  the 
"  Fatal  Sisters  themselves." — The  Adding- 
tons  feel  the  truth  of  this  as  forcibly  as  does 
DebofFe.      They  remember  well   the   senti- 
ment   of    that    patriotic    gentleman,     who 
**  wished  to  see  no  change  of  ministry,    be- 
"  cause,as  the  present  ministers  were  known 
"  to  be  of  a  pc;ctjic  disposition,  if  they  were 
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"  changed,  such  change  might  furnish  a 
"  NEIGHBOURING  POWER  with  3  pretext  for 
"  going  to  ivar  iviib  us."  They  know  but  too 
well,  that  he  spoke  the  voice  of  the  country, 
and  they  know  that  that  voice  will  enable 
them  to  set  Mr.  Pitt  at  defiance.  This  they 
have  now  done:  nor,  indeed,  can  any  one, 
as  far  as  we  know,  blame  them  for  so  doing  : 
it  is,  in  itself,  rather  a  manly  act:  but,  they 
might  have  done  it  with  a  little  more  sua- 
vity, in  a  manner  less  overbearing,  less  hu- 
miliating to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  though  his  poli- 
tical influence  be  diminished,  still  retains, 
and  will  ever  retain,  that  respect  and  vene- 
ration, which  is  due  to  splendid  talents,  and 
to  long,  zealous,  and  disinterested  services. 

The  Convention  between  France,  Aus- 
tria, and  Russia,  which  will  be  found  in  p. 
134,  shall  be  noticed  in  our  next. — The 
hold  which  France  is  gaining  on  this  coun- 
try, by  various  means,  sliall  also  be  a  subject 
of  remark. 


A.  T.  may  be  assured,  that  we  have  not  over- 
looked tlie  scandalous  misrepresentation  which  the 
Small  Politicians  have  given  or  our  exposure  of 
Mr.  Addington's  financial  statement.  We  will  not 
ask  how  long  it  is  since  these  gentlemen  began  to 
feel  an  anxiety  for  the  credit  of  their  country  ;  but 
we  call  upon  them  to  overset  the  facts  and  the  ar- 
guments, v/hich  they  have,  as  yet,  thought  proper 
to  meet  with  nothing  but  an  ill-natured  envious 
falsehood  — These  Sinall  Politicians  (by  which  we 
mean  Mr.  Sheridan  and  his  tribe  of  shallow-brain- 
ed followers)  have,  in  a  late  long  and  dull  publica- 
tion, given  us  their  creed,  which,  in  few  words,  is 
this :  Mr.  Pitt  ought  not  to  return  to  office,  Mr. 
Fox  is  devoted  to  France,  Mr.  Windham  is  the 
true  friend  of  his  country  but  is  the  enemy  of 
news-papers,  Mr.  Addington  is  a  poor  weak  fool- 
ish man,  but  a  poor  weak  foolish  ministry  is  best 
suited  to  the  present  crisis,  from  which  latter  opi- 
nion some  persons  subpect,  that  the  Small  Politi- 
cians are  speaking  one  word  for  Mr.  Addington 
and  two  for  themselves. 

The  SoPTLFMENT  to  Volume  11.  is  at  length  «>«» 
phted ;  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  Thwsdaj 
next. 

Two  sheets  will  be  published  next  week, 
and  will  contain  all  the  communications  of  our 
correspondents,  which  we  have  hitherto  been  obli- 
ged to  leave  out,  and  amongst  which  are  some 
which  will  be  found  highly  important. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  demand  for  Num- 
ber 3  of  the  present  Volume,  containing  an  expo- 
sure of  the  fallacy  of  Mr.  Addington's  Financial 
Statements,  the  Public  arc  respectfully  informed, 
that  it  has  been  reprinted,  and  is  now  ready  (or 
delivery.  The  "  Narrative  of  the  taking  of  the 
Invincible  Standard,"  and  Mr.  Cobbetl's  ''  Letter 
to  Lord  Auckl.ind  on  the  Abuses  of  the  Post- 
Oflicc"  have  also  been  reprinted. 
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On  Wednesday  the  l6th  instant,  I  shall 
publish,  in  the  French  language,  the  first 
number  of  a  monthly  work,  to  be  entitled, 
Le  Mercuke  Anglois  de  Cobeett.  It  is 
to  consist  of  one  sheet  of  the  same  form,  but 
containing  more  matter  than  this,  and  is  to 
contain  a  translation  of  such  parts  of  the 
Kegister,  as  may  be  thought  useful  or  in- 
teresting to  politicians  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  The  work  will  have  a  stamp,  and 
will,  of  course,  be  transmitted  through  the 
Post-Office,  in  the  same  manner  as  otiier 
newspapers.  The  second  will  be  publisiied 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  March,  and  a 
number  will  be  published  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday or  every  succeeding  month.  The 
price  will  be  One  Shilling  each  number.  The 
work  will  bepublished  by  Mr.  E.  Hakdixg, 
No.  18,  Pall  Mall,  by  whom  order>j, 
postage  paid,  will  be  received,  and  diligent- 
ly attended  to. 

The  principal  objects  of  this  publication 
are,  1.  To  endeavour  to  counteract,  in  some 
degree,  the  effect  of  the  falsehoods  and  mis- 
representations, which  are  spread  over  the 
Continent  by  means  of  the  French  Gazettes, 
particularly  the  Moniteur;  and,  2.  To  con- 
vey to  foreigners  such  facts  and  observations, 
as  may  enable  them  to  form  a  just  opinion 
of  public  men,  public  measures,  and  public 
opinion,  in  this  country. 

Jt  must  be  obvious  to  every  one,  who  looks 
back  to  the  causes  of  the  present  deplorable 
state  of  things,  that  the  ambitious  dema- 
gogues bf  France,  who,  under  the  name  of 
liberty,  have  finally  brought  about  more  real 
slavery  than  ever  existed  in  Europe  at  any 
former  period,  owe  the  success  of  their  ne- 
farious projects  to  the  force  of  opinion  operat- 
ing in  favour  of  their  views.  They  never, 
except,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of  Egypt,  in- 
vaded any  country,  till  their  all-seducing 
doctrines  had  created  them  a  party,  fre- 
quently consisting  of  nine-tenths  of  the  po- 
pulation ;  till  the  loyal  and  patriotic  prin- 
ciple had  b'sen  killed  or  neutralized  ;  till 
they  had  to  encounter  nothing  but  a  feeble, 
unwilling,  constrained  opposition,  resistance 
without  resentment,  the  bodies  of  enemies 
with  the  souls  of  friends.  The  means  of 
thus  gaining  the  m-nd?  of  men,  of  obtaining 
Vol.  ilf. 


this  powerful  ally  in    every  country,  were, 
flattery  and  menaces,  truth    and  falsehood, 
employed  as  the   circumstances    of  persons, 
lime,  and  place  might  dictate,  and  conveyed 
to  the  world  through  the  innumerable  chan- 
nels   of    the    Parisian    press.      That    press, 
which,  undei    every   succeeding  tyrant,  or 
set  of  tyrants,  has  constantly  been  rendered 
subservient  to  the  views  entertained  by  Re- 
publican France  against  the   freedom,  inde- 
pendence, and  happiness  of  other  state,  is, 
still  devoted,  with   renovated   malevolence 
and  ability,  to  the  same  domineering,    in- 
solent, and  wicked  purpose,  in    the   accom- 
plishment of  which  it  is  assisted   by  a  Lvi^ 
gnage,  which,  unfortunately  for  the  Avorld, 
is  universally  read  and  spoken,   by  all  those 
who  have  any  considerable  share  in  influen- 
cing the  measures  of  nations. — This  instru- 
ment, keener  than  her  sword,   more   to    be 
dreaded   than   her  million   of  soldiers,    the 
tyrannical,  rapacious,  bloody,  and  sacrilegi- 
ous Republic  is  now  directing,    with  all  her 
vigilance,  and  all   her  might,   against   the 
liberties,  the   property,   the   lives,    and   the 
souls  of  all   that  part  of  mankind  that  has 
hitherto  escaped  the  ultimate  effects  of  her 
predominance. — To  succeed,   however,    in 
this  diabolical  project,  to  produce  a    catas- 
trophe commensurate    with  the  acts  and  in- 
cidents of  the  hideous  drama  which  she  has 
been  exhibiting  on   the  theatre  of  Europa 
during  the  last  twelve  years,  she  must  first 
destroy  tlie  British  Monarchy,  and  thereby 
enslave  the  British  nation  :    for,    while    that 
Monarchy  stands,  while  that  nation   is   in- 
dependent, Europe  will  still  look  for  better 
days,  hope  will  not  be  entirely  extinguished 
in  her  bosom,  and  France,  v/hose  fears,  like 
those  of  the  robber,  have  greatly  contributed 
to  her  encroachment  and  cruelty,   will  still 
dread  the  hour  of  retribution.     Therefore, 
though  she  has  barricadoed  her  plunder  by 
fortresses,  tier    upon   tier,    though    country 
upon  country,  though  vassals,  allies,  friends, 
and  neutrals,  stand  between  her  and  danger, 
yet  fear  still  haunts  her  mind,  and  she  has, 
with  respect  to  England,    adopted  the  senti- 
mentot-th-e  gloomy  and  sanguinary  usurper, 
Macbeth  : 

What  need  I  fear  of  thee  ? 

h.!'.  yet  l"i!  make  a?-arance  double  sure, 
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And  take  a  bond  of  fate:   tlifu  sha!*  not  live  ; 
That  I  may  tci!  paU-heartcJ  fear,  it  lies, 
And  sleep  in  f  pite  of  thunder 

In  order  to  effect  th.i;  purpose,  o£i  which 
her  mind  is  constantly  bent,  her  great  ob- 
iect  is,  to  cut  iitt"  this  country  from  all  con- 
riexion  with  the  nations  of  the  Continent. 
Witii  this  intention  it  is,  thrit  she^  is  now 
employing  every  art  thst  her  inj^enious  ma- 
lice can  suggest!  to  excite  in  those  nations  a 
jealousy,  envy,  and  hatred  of  England  ;  to 
persuade  them,  that  we  are  wallowing  in 
riches  at  their  expense;  that  we  are  ever 
rci'.dy  to  pl'inge  Europe  into  war,  because 
•we  bh.ir;;  in  none  of  its  evils,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  profit  from  the  distresses  which 
other  nations  mutually  bring  upon  each 
other  at  our  instigation;  that  we  become 
rich  by  their  poverty,  strong  by  their  weak- 
ness; that  we  live  merely  by  tlie  miseries  of 
the  rest  of  mankind;  tlial  our  existence  as 
a  threat  and  independent  nation,  is  an  uni- 
•veisai  curse,  and  that,  of  course,  we  ought 
to  he  subjugated,  or  destroyed. 

"While  she  is  thus  aiming  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  England  by  the  hands  of  foreigners, 
she  is  not  unmindful  of  the  use  that  may  be 
made,  in  that  enterprize,  of  Englishmen 
t'iL-.mseives.  ^'lie  has  observed,  that  we, 
unhapi)ily,  sve  amongst  us  one  set  of  men 
caiculiited  'o  further  her  views  even  more 
etfectuajiy  than  those  who,  like  Napper 
Tandy  and  O  Connor,  are  absolutely,  and 
almost  openly,  in  her  service.  The  persons 
to  Vihom  we  allude,  she  well  knows  to  be 
of  a  low,  hCihsh,  narrow-minded  descrip- 
tion; nien  who,  in  ;heir  pharisaical  cant, 
have  stigmatized  ail  tiie  nations  of  the  Con- 
tinent as  being  too  dishonest  for  England  to 
have  any  ct-nnexion  with,  and  Vvho  must 
nece.-sarily  be  despised  by  those  nations. 
To  these  dtspised  and  despicable  men  it  is 
her  endeavour  to  give  influence  in  England, 
Avhile  she  is  persuading  the  Continent  that 
those  English  statesmen,  who  are  friendly 
to  Continental  connexions,  wish  to  form 
Eucli  connexions  for  no  other  purpose  than 
that  of  plunging  the  Continent  in  war,  for 
the  proiit  of  England  alone:  thus  contriv- 
ing, by  a  grand,  extensive,  and  Vv'ell-cora- 
bmed  system  of  deception,  to  make  the 
Continent  suspect  England,  and  England 
suspect  the  Continent;  to  stimulate  them  to 
mutual  reproaches  ;  to  excite  in  them  a 
wi>h  for  each  other's  destruction  ;  to  divide 
them  for  ever,  in  order  to  devour  them  one 
at  a  time. 

In  the  making  of  these  destructive  im- 
pressions, she  is  aided,  first,  by  the  fear 
which  men  entertain  of  her  power;  for 
whosoever  speaks  to  a  trembling  audience, 
is  sure  to  be  heard  with  atientiou.  Secondly, 


she  has  at  her  command  a  language  almost 
universal.  Thirdly,  from  one  cause  or  ano- 
ther, she  has,  lor  the  propagation  of  false- 
hood, the  press  of  the  whole  world,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  she  possesses  the  power 
of  supprcssivg  truth  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  England  and  Anglo-America  ex- 
cepted. In  these  countries  her  libels  are 
detected  and  exposed,  but,  ou'ing  to  the 
many  obstacles  arising  from  circumstances 
of  time,  place,  and  language,  p;irticular]y 
the  latter,  the  detection  and  exposure  reach, 
but  in  a  very  few  instances,  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  English  and  American  domi- 
nions. The  PiCgister  is,  indeed,  read  in 
every  court  of  Europe;  but,  if  it  is  con- 
sidered how  few,  com.paraiively,  are  those 
who,  even  in  courts,  read  the  English  lan- 
guage, how  imperfectly  they  understand  it, 
and  with  how  much  difficulty  they  commu- 
nicate to  others  what  they  do  read,  it  will 
be  obvious,  that  any  publication,  in  English, 
must  be  very  confined  in  its  influence,  and 
that  influence  extremely  slow  in  its  operation. 
As  an  hnnible  attempt,  therefore,  towards  re- 
moving the  most  formidable  of  these  obstacles, 
the  present  publication  is  intended;  and, 
though  I  do  not  think  that  my  feeble  efforts 
will  preserve  my  country  and  the  world  from 
that  universal  deluge  of  falsehood  and  cor- 
ruption, which  the  press  in  France,  and  un- 
der the  influence  of  France,  is  now  pour- 
ing dov.n  ;  though  I  am  not  so  presump- 
tuous as  to  attach  this  degree  of  importance 
to  my  labours  ;  and  tliough,  in  truth,  J  feel 
totally  incapable  of  resisting  the  tremendous 
mischic  f  myself,  I  am  not  Vvithout,  some  hope 
of  exciting  an  efficient  resistance  in  others  ; 
a  hope  founded  on  the  goodness  of  my  cause, 
elevated  by  considerations  of  duty  and  of 
honour,  and  fortified  by  the  sanction  of 
experience. 
London,  12th  Fch.  1S03.     \\M.  COBBETT. 

Invincible  Standard. 
On  Saturday,  the  5th  instant,  the  follow- 
ing NARRATIVE  appeared  in  a  London  news- 
paper, entitled,  The  St.  James's  Evening 
Chronicle,  from  which  paper  it  has  been  re- 
published in  all  the  London  journals  ;  and 
it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  I  give  it 
a  place  in  the  Register,  the  readers  of  which 
will  not,  I  trust,  be  displeased  to  find,  that 
their  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  my 
statement  has  not  been  nnsplaced. 

Narrative  (by  ^-iuth^rit^}  of  the  Mijvementi  cj  the 
i!^ld  R'lyal  Highland  Regiment  en  the  znt 'f  iVhirrA, 
I  So  I. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21  fit  of  March  the  pic- 
quetP  of  tise  reserve  had  given  their  tiie  and  rc- 
tued,  when  Brig.  Gen.  Oakes  ordered  the  left 
wing  of  the  42d  to  advance.  Major  Stilling,  who 
commaudtd  this  wing,  gained  the  left  of  the  re- 
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doubt,  in  whicl)  the  iSth  reg.  had  taken  post  and 
were  engaged,  when  he  immediately  encountered 
the  enemy  in  froiU.  They  were  at  this  time  cn- 
tleavouring  to  force  the  redoubt,  tlie  ruins  and  the 
corps  which  communicated  from  thence  to  the 
sea.  To  the  left  of  the  Major's  position,  the  road 
from  Alexandria  to  Aboukir,  passes  t!irouj.'h  a 
considerable  hollow  which  separated  the  4; d  from 
the  Guards,  a  space  which  was  unoccupied  by 
any  troops  in  the  first  line.  On  this  road  the 
oincers  of  the  light  company  descried'  and  gave 
information  of  a  column  of  the  enemy,  diiecting 
its  march  upon  their  flank,  and  having  with  thtm 
a  standard  and  3  field-fiiece.  I'he  major  himself 
soon  after  asccitained  this  coluuin  to  be  French, 
and  directed  the  officer,  commanding  the  light 
company,  to  be  ready  to  form  front  to  his  fiank, 
in  case  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  turo  it. 
The  filing  at  this  time  was  very  smart,  both  in  his 
front  and  to  the  right. — Fassnig  by  the  rear,  he 
iiad  just  reached  the  right  of  the  wing  he  com^ 
mandqd,  when  he  heard  a  discharge  of  grape,  and 
on  returning  rapidly  to  the  left,  saw  a  French 
battalion  in  his  rear,  with  a  field-piece  and  six 
horses,  and  two  loaded  camels  behind  them. 
Conceiving  himself  likely  to  be  placed  between 
two  fires,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  order  the  winti  to 
face  to  the  right  about  and  charge.  The  order  was 
obeyed  with  a  spirited  promptness,  which  insured 
the  discomfiture  of  a  part  of  this  corps,  and  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  gun.  The  head  of  the 
enemy's  column,  followed  by  Major  Stirling,  di- 
rected its  movements  on  the  iuins,  and  was  met 
by  the  light  wing  of  the  ^zd  under  I.t.  Ccl.  Al- 
exander Stewart,  who  here  joined  in  the  conflict. 
' — 1  bus  pressed,  a  pait  of  the  column  sought 
shelter  in  the  ruins,  which  they  entered,  receiv- 
ing the  fire  of  some  companies  of  the  58111  reg. 
The  4:d  at  this  time  closed  in  with  them,  and 
their  standard  was  taken  from  the  bearer  by 
Major  Stirling,  who  consigned  it  in  charge  to  a 
non-commissioned  officer.  The  suivivors  of  the 
enemy  immediately  surrendered,  and  were  march- 
ed prisoners  to  the  Beaih,  by  Ensign  Hilla?  of  the 
4;d  I  eg. —  i'oih  wings  ot  the  4zd,  now  quitting  the 
luins,  fcimed  battalion,  under  the  orders  of  Lt. 
Col.  A. 'Stewart,  and  proceeded  to  the  grotnid 
V/hich  the  Jefr  wing  had  occupied  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  on  the  left  of  the  28th 
redoubt. —  Along  witit  the  28th,  the  reg,  was  now 
engaged  in  opposing  the  repeated  attempts  of  the 
enemy  to  force  the  redoubt;  attempts  repeated 
also,  in  the  same  mduncr,  by  fr-  sh  bodies  endea- 
vouring to  come  tound  its  kit,  apparently  to 
break  the  line  of  the  42d,  and  force  the  redoubt. 
— The  column  in  front  kept  up  a  heavy  tire, 'ad- 
vancing at  the  same  time,  when  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromby  coming  up  to  the  42d  reg.  gave  orders 
that  the  enemy  .should  not  be  alloi.'. ed  to  gain  the 
height. — Orders  were  at  that  moment  given  by 
Lt.  Col.  A.  Stewart  to  charge,  which  was  instant- 
ly done,  and  the  French  infantry  were  driven 
down  the  de.  livicy  to  a  considerable  distance  in 
front,  and  left  of  the  position  of  the  reserve.  They 
retreated  through  the  intervals  of  their  cavalry, 
•who  were  now  observed,  as  the  smoke  cleared 
away,  close  to  the  left  of  the  4r.d. — The  exer  ions 
of  thi.-,  charge  had  disoidered  the  line,  and  Lt. 
Col.  A.  Stewart  judging  that  the  enemy's  cavalry 
Avere  preparing  to  charge  in  turn,  ordered  the  42'd 
to  form  qufckly  on  the  grenadiers  and  prepare  to 
receive  them.  This  moment  was  selected  by  the 
enemy  for  a  desperate  charge.  It  was  doubtless 
a  moment  in  which  a  regiment,  pressing  close  on 
a  letreating  enemy,  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  cor- 


rectly in  line.  The  charge  of  the  cavalry  was 
Uiade  en  maue,  and  in  some  places  penetrated  the 
intci  vals  which  had  been  occasioned  by  the  move- 
ments to  form  on  the  grenadiers,  an  order  which 
in,  the  continued  fire  of  musquetry  could  not  be 
distinctly  heard  by  the  whole  battalion.  The 
right  were  protected  by  the  fire  of  the  aSth  on 
the  redoubt,  and  Brig  Gen.  Stewart  bringing  up 
his  brigade  at  this  critical  moment,  his  own  regi- 
nient  gave  the  enemy  a  close  and  well  directed 
fire,  which  allowed  time  to  the  42d  to  join  their 
efforts  to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  reserve,  and  of 
i  the  foreign  brigade,  repelling  the  cavalry.  This 
{  service  was  speedily  accomplished  with  the  eiToct 
;  stat(d  in  the  dis'patches  of  the  commander  in 
j  chief.  The  rest  of  the  action  consisted  in  sharp 
shooting  and  cannonading  as  ftated  in  the  same 
I  dispatches.— The  n(m-conimissioned  oflicer,  (Ser- 
jeant Sinclair)  to  wliom  the  standard  was  given 
in  charge,  was  wounded  in  the  rear  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  by  him  the  standard  was.  lost. — The 
42d  refletc  with  great  satisfaction  on  the  prompt 
and  efiective  support  they  received  from  the  28th 
icj.  the  jiSth  reg.  and  Queen's  German  reg.  with 
whom  they  more  immediately  acted. — The  above 
Narrative  was  drawn  up  from  information  fur- 
niTi^d  by  the  officers  concerned,  and  at  their  de- 
.siie  it  has  been  suliniitted  to  our  inspect  .n  ;  and 
v.'e  declare  it  conformable  to  our  best  observation 
and  recollection  of  the  facts. 

(Signed)         yl.  Sidvijrt,   Major  and  Lt.  Col. 
42d  R.  H.  Regiment. 
Jiwici  Sn't/irig.  Major  andLt.  Col. 
42d  R.  H.  Regiment. 

There  are,  as  the  reader  will  perceive,  la 
this  NARRATivf:,  but  tv/o  sentences,  which 
have  any  reference  to  the  Standard,  and  they 
contain  nothing  which,  even  in  the  slightest 
degree,  inipair.s,  or  li;i.s  a  tendency  to  im- 
pair, the  claim  which  1  had  the  honour  to 
prefer  in  behalf  of  the  gallant  Lutz  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  do,  as  far  as  negative 
evidence  can  go,  establish  and  conhrni  the 
jtistice  of  that  claim.  "  The  42d  regiment," 
say  the  Narrators,  "  at  this  time  closed  ia 
"  with  them"  [the  enemy]  ''and  th  fir  stand' 
"  ard  was  taken  from  the  bearer  by  Major 
"  Stirling,  who  consigned  it  in  charge  to  a 
"  non-commissioned  ofncer." — "  The  non- 
"  commissioned  officer  (Serjeant  Sinclair)  to 
"whom  ihe  standard  was  g'wen  in  charge, 
"  was  wounded  in  the  rear  of  the  regiment, 
"  and  by  hirn  the  staridard  ivas  LOSl'  !" 
This  is  all.  Here  is  nothing  controversial  j 
nothing  but  the  simple  statement  of  two 
facts;  to  wit,  that  Major  Stirling  took  a 
standard,  and  that  Serjeant  Sinclair  lo.st  ic 
again ;  facts  M'hich  were  never  called  in 
question,  and  which  1  have  not  the  least  in- 
clination to  deny.  Leaving,  then,  the  claitii 
of  Lutz  to  stand  upon  the  incontrovertible 
evicyence  which  I  before  produced,  and 
which  is  not  attempted  to  be  controverted 
by  this  narrative,  I  shall,  for  the  present, 
content  myself  with  just  pointing  out  the 
disagreement  between  the  narrative  of  Ser- 
jeant Sinclair,  as  published  in  the  nduie  of 
Q  2 
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the  Highland  Society,  and  that   which   is 
now  submitted  to  the  Public. 

Serjeant  Sinclair  said  (or  M-as  made  to 
say),  that  the  standard,  which  Major  Stir- 
ling took,  was  the  Inv'mclhk  Standard.  The 
narrative,  signed  by  the  tield  officers,  affixes 
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to  It  no  such  epithet.  Colonels  Stewart 
and  Stirling  do,  indeed,  refrain  from 
staling,  that  the.standard,  taken  by  the  42d 
regiment,  was  not  the  Invincible  Standard; 
and,  though  Major  Stiklixg  himself  took 
it,  it  is  possible,  that  he  may  not  recollect, 
or  may  not  have  been  able  to  distinguish  at 
tho.tirae,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  the 
same  standard  which  was  finally  brought  to 
England;  but  if  Major  Stirling  is  not, 
from  want  of  recollection,  or  from  what- 
ever other  cause,  able  to  say,  that  the  stand- 
ard he  took  was  not  the  Invincible  Standard, 
it  inevitably  follows,  that  he  is  not  able  to 
say  that  it  ivas  the  Invincible  Standard. 

Then  again,  Serjeant  Sinclair  asserted  (or 
he  was  made  to  assert),  that  the  standard, 
committed  to  his  charge,  was  "  PICKED 
UP/'  by  his  side,  "  while  he  lay  in  a  state 
oi  inscmlbiTityy  But,  Colonels  Stewakt 
and  Stirling  say  nothing  about  the  stand- 
ard's being  ficlcd  vp  from  the  side  of  the 
Serjeant.  They  say  he  lost  it,  and  that  is 
all.  The  circumt,tance  of  pickhig  up,  was 
the  most  material  of  his  vvhole  narrative, 
as  its  evident  tendency  was  to  rob  Lutz  and 
Lis  regiment  of  the  honour  of  having  taken 
the  standard  from  the  enemy.  This  circum-  ' 
stance  is  now  dropped,  though,  be  it  ob- 
served, Serjeant  Sinclair  must,  of  course, 
have  been  examined,  previous  to  the  drav/- 
ing  up  of  the  regimental  statement. 

Thus  it  appears,  then,  that  there  was  not 
only  no  ground  for  stating  that  Lui  z  picled 
vp  and  brought  in  a  standard,  which  was 
the  prize  of  the  42d  regiment,  but  that  it 
i>  altogether  uncertain  whether  the  standard 
trought  in  by  Lutz  was  the  same  standard 
that  was  lost  by  that  regiment.  That  there 
is,  in  England,  but  one  French  standard, 
which  was  taken  in  the  battle  of  Alexan- 
dtia,  is  well  known:  it  is  equally  well 
I^nown,  that  that  standard  was  taken  from 
the  enemy  by  Lutz;  and,  it  now  appears, 
Irora  the  best  possible  evidence,  that  tiie 
42d  regiment  themselves  do  not  know,  that 
thty  ever  had  this  standard,  even  for  one 
pioraent,  in  their  possession,  though  tiie 
jusUy  indignant  Public  will  not  fail  to  re- 
collect, that  it  \\Z'o  openly  proposed,  by  I'le 
•""■cotch  editors  in  Louden,  to  send  this  sym- 
bol of  victory  to  be  kept  in  the  city  (,f 
Edinburgh  ! 

As  t(j  the  narrative  itself,'  it  h,  peri;ap--3, 
an  most  respects,  as  suitable  a  staierneni  as 
could  have   beer,  drawn   up ;    for.    thougii 


some  persons  think,  that,  after  all  that  has 
been  said,  something  rather  more  explicit , 
as  to  the  particular  point  in  dispute,  might 
have  been  expected  in  an  official  statement 
of  the  42d  regiment;  yet  when  one  duly 
reflects  on  the  example  of  a  regiment's  in- 
volving itself  in  a  newspaper  dispute,  it  may 
appear  to  have  been  absolutely  necessary  to 
ab>tain  from  all  allusion  whatever  to  any 
former  publication.  There  is,  however,  one 
circumstance  here,  which  presents  rather 
an  unfavourable  aspect.  Jt  is  this  :  The 
42d  regiment  must  have  seen  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Highland  Society,  as  well  as 
my  narrative  in  behalf  of  Lutz  ;  and,  as 
their  reluctance  to  appear  in  a  newspaper 
has  been  overcome  in  the  latter,  I  could 
wish  to  see  a  satisfactory  reason  why  it'was 
not  overcome  in  the  former  ease.  Having 
suffered  the  Highland  publication,  with  all 
the  embellishments  of  Serjeant  Sinclair  (or 
his  prompter)  to  circulate,  for  a  whole  year, 
uncontradicted;  hrving  silently  seen  the 
honour  of  the  standard,  and,  indeed,  all 
the  honours  of  the  battle,  attributed  to 
themselves;  having,  with  the  same  inflex- 
ible taciturnity,  waited  for  the  finishing  of 
the  medal  and  the  cup ;  having  thus  suf- 
fered the  honour  of  taking  the  Invincible 
Standard  to  be  forced  upon  them,  without 
an  appeal  to  the  press,  it  does,  I  think,  re- 
main for  them  to  explain,  v/hy  they  have 
made  such  an  appeal,  v.  hen  that  honour  was 
about  to  be  restored  to  the  soldier  and  the 
corps,  to  whom  it  belonged.  I  cannot  help 
observing,  too,  that  I  perceive,  with  deep 
regret,  that,  even  in  this  narrative,  there 
appears  a  disposition  still  to  ascribe  to  the 
42d  regiment  alcne,  the  chief  glory  of  the  day. 
This  is  not,  indeed,  so  glaring  as  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Plighland  Society,  where 
other  regiments  were  introduced  merely  as 
the  v.^^ll  and  the  nioonshine  of  the  dramatis 
personae,  and  where  the  Queen's  German 
regiment  was  only  mentioned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  insinuating  that  one  of  its  soldiers 
"picked  lip,"  or  stole  away  the  Invincible 
Standard.  The  present  narrative  is  more 
just,  but  yet  it  does,  in  the  main,  represent 
the  42d  regiment  as  having  been  the  piin- 
clpals,  and  the  other  corps  as  little  more 
Ah.?in  xhtix  aiixUiaries,  their  scouts  and  re- 
serves. I  lament  this  the  more,  as  it 
must  naturally  tend  to  excite  resentment  in 
the  other  corps,  v.'ho  behaved  so  gallantly 
on  that  day,  and  to  disturb  that  harmony 
\»"hich  ever  ought  to  exist  in  the  army. 

Wuh  respect  to  the  abusive  and  malig- 
nant paragrapiis  that  have,  in  the  several 
newspapers,  been  subjoined  to  the  narra- 
tive, by  way  of  remarks,  I  must  leave  the 
public  to  dctermiitc  to  v/hdm  they  ought  to 
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be  ascribed,  not  doubting  that  they  will 
meet  with,  as  they  certainly  merit,  the  con- 
tempt of  every  honest  and  honourable  man. 

The  claim  of  Lutz  now  being  establish- 
ed and  confirmed  beyond  all  controversy,  I 
shall,  in  my  next,  offer  some   observations 
as  to  the  reward  to  which  he  is  entitled. 
London,  StbFeb.  1803.         Wm.  Cobbltt. 

P.  S. — The  lovers  of  truth  and  justice 
will  be  glad  to  hear,  that,  amongst  the  nu- 
merous copies  which  have  been  sold  of 
LuTz's  portrait,  several  have  gone  to  Pe- 
tersburgh,  Vienna,  and  Berlin  j  from  which 
latter  place  I  have  received  a  request  to 
publish  my  Narrative  in  French  as  well  as 
English. 
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Since  the  above  was  written,  the  follow- 
ing excellent  article  has  appeared  in  the 
jMor7iing  Cbronide,  from  which  my  readers 
will  perceive,  as  I  do  with  great  pleasure, 
that  that  paper  has  now  made  some  repara- 
tion for  its  former  injustice  to  Lutz. 

Invincible  Standard. —  Frum  tlie  difFercnt 
narratives  wliich  have  beeu  puhlislied  respecting 
tlie  invincible  Standard,  it  appears  clearly  that 
Major  Stirling^,  of  the4zd  regiment,  took  a  Fre.nch 
standard,  -which  was  afterwards  lobt.  The  iV<(/- 
rative  published  by  the  officers  of  the  42d  regi- 
ment, however,  does  no:  state  that  the  standard 
■which  Lutz  carried  to  head  quarters  was  the 
identical  standard  which  Major  Stirling  had 
taken,  snd  Sinclair  had  lost.  Perhaps  in  the  confu- 
sion, Major  Stirling  might  not  have  examined  it 
•»vith  such  accuracy  as  to  be  able  to  identify  it. 
The  evidence  of  Lutz  having  taken  the  standard, 
Avhich  he  brouoht  to  head-quarters,  h  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  affected  by  the  Narrative  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  42d.  Serjeant  Sinclair's  assertion, 
that  Lutz  picked  it  up  after  he  himself  was 
wounded,  is  an  nb\urd  conclusion  of  his  own 
inindj  and  is  not  founded  on  any  testimony  sr  c-[iid:nce 
ivhatever.  Admitting,  however,  the  standai-d 
brought  in  by  Lutz  to  be  that  which  Major  Stir- 
ling had  previously  taken,  of  which,  though  it 
could  perhaps  be  gathered  from  other  circum- 
stances, the  narratives  afford  no  evidence,  it  is 
■\'ery  probable  chat  the  French  soldiers  who 
ivounded  and  cut  dov/u  Sinclair,  seeing  a  French 
standard,  or  indeed  any  Standard,  would  take  it 
back.  In  the  one  case  it  was  preventing  a 
trophy  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  English  ; 
in  the  other  it  was  taking  one  from  them. — 
It  appears  that  much  unnecessary  and  useless  dis- 
pute has  arisen  from  tlie  premature  credit  which 
was  given  to  lire  narrative  of  Sinclair,  and  found- 
ing upon  it  ciinclusiims  totally  unsuppoited  by 
evidence.  The  42d  regiment,  it  is  proved  and  ad- 
mitted, behaved  with  great  gallantry,  but  their  in- 
judicious friends,  by  ascribiii'g  to  them  the  -whole 
glnry  attached  to  the  capture  of  the  Invincible 
Standard,  as  it  is  called,  placed  them  in  a  situa- 
tion Vv-hich  mint  be  un[Jeai'vnt  to  the  n.  The  mere  cir- 
cumstaiKe  of  taking  a  standard  does  not  of  itself 
prove  any  superior  or  exclusive  meiit  in  any 
corps,  particularly  when  movements  and  attaclcs 
ate  combined.  The  Fiench,  with  whom  the  42d 
were  engaged,  were,  it  is  admitted  by  their  officers, 
defeated,  not  merely  by  their  exertions,  but  by  the 
ciertions  likewise  of  some  companies  of  the  jStli 


regiment  and  other  coips ;  and  the  2Sth  regiment, 
the  5Sth,  part  of  the  .^ioth,  and  the  Queen's  regi- 
ment, all  behaved  just  as  well  as  the  4:.d.  The 
attempt  to  give  an  exclusive  merit  to  any  in  par- 
ticular creates  jealousy  and  heart-burnings  in  the 
rest.  The  /^^A  ought  not  to  lay  any  claim  to  the 
standard  which  Lutz  brought  in,  because  it  was 
unquestionably  lost  hy  them;  nay,  as  it  is  prov- 
ed by  several  witnesses,  and  agrees  with  probabi- 
lity, that  it  again  lell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  Wfis  then  taken  by  Lutz,  to  Lutz,  th:  merity 
•whatever  it  is,  belongs.  It  would  be  idle  to  enquire 
what  sort  of  propcrtv,  or  if  any  property  can  be 
creaied  in  a  standard  once  taken  and  then  lost. 
Surely  it  is  absurd  to  say,  that  there  can  be  any 
the  most  naked  and  metaphysical  species  o;  pro- 
pert)^  fnrmed  by  the  momentous  occui^ation  of  a 
tiling  in  battle  which  may  be  won  and  lost  fiftv 
times  over.  A  regiment,  which,  in  the  beginnirg 
of  a  battle,  had  taken  a  piece  of  cannon,  v.-ould 
act  very  absurdly  to  claim  that  cannon  if  it  had 
been  retaken  by  the  enemy,  and  then  taken  and 
kept  by  anothir  regiment.  I'he  merit  of  having 
taken  the  cannon  may  remain,  but  it  does  not  in 
the  slightest  degree  diminish  the  glory  of  those 
who  took  it  a  second  time.  As  to  the  present: 
question,  it  is  of  the  same  kind.  It  luas  not  owing 
to  the  ^id  that  the  stiDldurd  reached  head-quarters,  Ic 
does  appear  to  have  been  retaken,  and  was  just  as 
much  the  property  of  the  enemy  as  it  was  before 
the  battle  began,  l.uit  for  Lutzandthe  exertions  of 
thedill'ercnt  corps  who  were  engaged,  and  who 
aided  the  42d,  pressed  by  the  .superior  numbers  of 
the  enemy.  We  see  no  rea.son  to  prefer  one  regi- 
ment to  another,  neithei-  do  we  seerearon  why  the 
42d  regiment  should  lay  any  claim  to  that  standard 
which  is  now  in  England,  unless  they  can  clearly 
demonstrate  that  Lutz  picked  it  up,  or  rather  stole 
it  fiom  Sinclair,  the  contrary  ofiidiich  is  established  iy 
the  best  rvldencejet produced.  —  Aloniing  Chronicle,  Feb, 
Hi  1B03. 


TO    THE     PEOPLE     OF    THF: 

UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA. 

You  will  now,  probably,  retnember  that, 
after  having,  in  the  year  l/Qt),  shewn  you 
the  fatal  effects  which  must  inevitably  arise 
to  you  from  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France, 
and  after  having  been  outrageously  abused 
and  reviled  by  you  for  so  doing,  turning  from 
you  with  that  disgust  and  disdain,  which 
your  conduct  was  well  calculated  to  excite, 
I  foretold  not  only  your  present  troubles,, 
but  the  time  and  nianner  of  their  arrival  and 
their  operations,  ooncludmg  with  these 
words  :  "  I  also  will  laugh  at  your  calanrjity ; 
"  I  will  moclc  when  your  fear  comelh.' 
Yet,  believe  me,  1  do  uo\.  laugb  at  your  ca- 
lamity ;  I  do  not  viock  at  your  fear.  With 
some  few  exceptions,  I  have  long  forgiven 
and  forgotten  all  the  injuries,  with  which 
the  worst  of  you,  in  your  foily  and  your 
madness,  endeavoured  to  load  me  3  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  cherish,  the  remem- 
brance of  all  those  acts  of  indulgence  and 
of  friendship  which  1  have,  in  greater  abun- 
dance than  any  other  person,  experienced  at 
Atuerican  hands.  If,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
'Sylvania,  there  are  twenty  mi^screaniSj  who^ 
G  3 
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h  strict  justice  had  her  course,  would  perish 
by  me  or  by  my  sons,  there  are  hundreds  for 
vhom  we  ought,  were  it  necessary,  to  lay 
down  our  lives.  If  no  man  tver  had  more 
entrnies,  no  one  ever  had  half  so  many 
friends,  and  these  the  warmest  and  most 
sincere.  Never,  therefore,  does  America, 
and  Pennsylvania  in  particular,  come  a- 
thwart  my  mind  unaccompanied  with  the 
best  wishes  for  their  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness. 

With  these  sentiments  it  is  that  I  now  take 
up  the  pen  to  address  you  once  more  on  the 
subject  of  Louisiana,  or  rather,  of  those  acts 
of  rigour  and  injustice,  if  not  of  open  hos- 
tility, which  I  am  more  than  ever  persuaded, 
you  v\ill  have  to  submit  to,   or  to  resist,   on 
the  part  of  your  new  and  insolent  neighbour. 
In  i7[)6,  I  earnestly  laboured  to  persuade 
you,  that,  unless,  before  a  peace  took  place 
between  England  and  France,  you    got   the 
better  of  your  prejudices  and  formed  an  al- 
liance with  England,  that  peace  would   in- 
evitably place  the  French  at  the  mouth  and 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  which  would 
be  soon  followed  by  the  utter  ruin   of  your 
Western  States,  if  not  by  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union.-     The  momeai  the  peace  came,  the 
cession,  or  rather  the  szarcnder,  of  the  terri- 
tory in  question  to   France,  was  announced 
to  the  world  ;  and  so  far  my  prediction  was 
confirmed.     Still,  however,  you    had  hopes. 
It  is  the  great  characteristic  of  all  those,  who 
fall  by  the  arms  or  intrigues  of  France,  to  en- 
tertain a  sort  of  vague  undefined  ho[)e,  long 
after  all  foundation  for  vvhat  is  worthy  of  the 
name  of  hope  has   ceased    to   exist.     You 
amused  yourselves  with  a  notion,  that  France 
had  no  serious  intention  of  settling  in  Lou- 
isiana ;  or,  that,  at  any  rate,    she   might  be 
wheedled  or  bribed  from  her  design.     Vain 
imagination!  Yet  you  were  told,  that  nego- 
tiations were  set  on  foot  for  this  purpose  j 
and,  your  minister  at  Paris  really  was  beard 
upon   the  subject,  but  a  hearing  was  all  he 
obtained.     Indeed,  to  suppose,  that    France 
would,  except  for  some  immense  equivalent, 
abandon  a  project,  the  greatest  that  even  her 
gigantic  ambition   ever  conceived,    and,    at 
tiie  same  time,  the  easiest  of  execution}   to 
suppose  that  she  would,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  retaining  your  good  will,  yield,    or  delay 
to  take  possession  of,  a  territory,  which  must 
eventually  give  her  the  command  of  North 
America   and  the  West  Indies  ;  to    suppose 
that  she  would,  in  one  single  stipulation,  and 
without  half  a  world  in  exchange,  relinquish 
her  hold  on  the  produce  of  the  United  States, 
the  mines  of  Mexico,   and  the  navigation  of 

*  bee  the  pasiagc  alhickd  to,  extracted  into  Vol. 

I.  p.  J 91. Sec  the  tntax  Tract  in   Porcupine's 

V\  yvks,' Vol.  IV.  i'.  371. 
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England,  was  a  stretch  of  credulity  even,  I 
should  have  thought,  far  beyond  the  ample; 
creed  of  a  mercantile  American  politician. 
The  deception  is,  however,  now  at  an  end: 
your  President  has  informed  you,  that  Lou- 
siana  is  to  be  taken  possession  of  by  France, 
and  we,  on  this  side  of  the  ocean,  see  her 
armament,  for  that  purpose,  ready  to  quit 
the  ports  of  one  of  her  allies,  with  whose 
present  situation  it  may  be  well  worth  your 
while  to  familiarize  your  minds.  And  here 
I  cannot  but  recollect,  the  joy  with  which 
you  hailed  the  entrance  of  the  French  into 
Amsterdam !  Far  be  reproach  from  my 
heart !  but  I  must  ask,  if  you  do  not  now 
repent  of  your  folly  and  injustice  ?  if  you  do 
not  now  anticipate  an  awful  retribution  ? 

But,  to  make  you  feel  the  effects  of  French 
fraternity,  to  give  you  a  foretaste'  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  it  has  not  required  the  ar- 
rival of  a  French  army  it)  Louisiana,  nor 
even  of  a  French  agent  at  New  Orleans. 
The  Spaniards,  at  whose  defeats,  while  they 
were  opposed  to  your  beloved  France,  you 
constantly  exulted,  are,  by  the  means  of 
those  defeats,  beco.iie  the  vassals  of  France, 
the  instruments  in  her  hands,  the  claws  with 
which  she  occasionally  extends  her  grasp  be- 
yond her  own  physical  capacity;  these  Spa- 
niards, for  endeavouring  to  develope  whose 
subaltern  intrigues  your  government  had 
once  the  folly  to  persecute  me  ;  *  these  fallen 
and  dcspied  Spaniards,  are  now  become  the 
rod  for  the  commencement  of  that  flagella- 
tion, under  which  your  country  is  to  smart. 
I'he  Intendant  of  New  Orleans  has,  it  seems, 
issued  an  order,  that  none  of  your  pro- 
duce shall  be  introduced  into  that  port, 
without  paying  a  duty  of  six  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  exported 
except  to  countries  pointed  out  by  the 
Spanish  government.  This  restriction 
has,  of  course,  been  severely  felt.  Your 
agents  are  Rocking  home  from  New  Or- 
leans, your  merchants  trading  thither  have 
theii  vessels  sent  back  empty  and  their 
property  blocked  up,  and  your  cultivators  in 
the  four  states,  whose  only  out-let  is  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  are  clamouring 
with  discontent. f     And,  are  you  surprized 

*  See  PoLcii pine's  Works,  Vol,  VII.  p.  3^2. 

f  On  the  2ci  Dec.  1802,  the  following  me<5.Tge 
was  rranfmittea  to  t'ongress  by  the  president,  re- 
laiive  to  the  violation  ot  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

"  (jentlemcn,  I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the 
"  Sec,  of  btaic,  with  the  information  requisite  in 
"  your  resolution  of  the  27th  inst.  In  making 
"  this  communication,  1  deem  it  proper  to  ob- 
"  serve,  tint  I  was  led  by  the  regard  due  to  the 
"  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
"  tlie  just  sensibility  of  a  portion  of  our  fellow- 
"  citizens  more  immediately  affected  by  the  ir- 
"  regular  proceedings  at  New  Orleans,  to  Itise  not 
"  a  moment  in  caubin^  every  step  to  be  takca 
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at  this?  Was  not  this  precise  case  pointed 
out  to  you  a  twelve  month  ago?  Read  again 
a  letter,  which  I  addressed  to  you,  on  the 
2d  of  March  last,*  and  which  v/as  repub- 
lished in  a  great  part  of  your  three  hundred 
newspapers  In  that  letter  you  will  find 
the  following  words  :— "  By  your  treaty 
"  with  Spain,  you  obtained  the  free  navi- 
*'  gation  of  the  Mississippi.  This  freedom 
"  you  have  now  to  obtain  from  France  ; 
"  and  be  you  well  assured,  that  she  will 
*'  not  grant  it  without  an  equivalent.  What 
'•  this  equivalent  may  be,  it  is  impossible 
"  forme  precisely  to  point  out ;  but  be  it 
"  what  it  may,  you  must  yield  it,  or  yield 
'^  your  hopes  to  retain  the  dominion  of  the 
"  Western  States,  which  would  be  instant- 
"  ly  ruined  by  the  closing  of  the  Missis- 
*■'  sippi,  and  which;  to  avoid  that  ruin, 
"  would  transfer  their  allegiance  to  the 
"  power,  on  whose  pleasure  their  prospe- 
*'  rity  will  solely  depend." — But  still  you 
Jioped\  1  read  your  reflections  on  my  letter; 
I  saw  and  I  pitied  your  blindness.  You 
tl>ought  my  fears  were  "  not  totally  desti- 
"  tute  of  foundation,"  but  you  disliked  my 
"  desponding  tone,"  and  asserted  that  1 
under-rated  your  power.  No,  no  ;  alas  ! 
it  was  not  your  poivcr  that  T  doubted  of, 
but  your  ivill.  Like  us,  you  have  the  arms 
and  the  hands,  but,  like  us,  you  want  the 
directing  mind  and  the  animating  soul 
wherewith  to  oppose  the  sagacious,  bold, 
and  persevering  foe,  who  is  now  approach- 
ing the  very  vitals  of  your  country. 

I  have  heretofore  expatiated  upon  the 
fvils,  which  will,  which  unavoidably  must, 
be  produced,  by  the  shutting  you  out  of  all 
the  ports  in  the  late  Spanish,  novv  French, 
territories,  and  from  closing,  in  fact,  the 
River  Mississippi  against  you.  Begging 
leave,  therefore,  to  refer  you  to  what  1  liave 
said  on  that  part  of  the  subject,  f  I  propose 
to  confine  myself,  at  present,  to  an  inquiry 
whether  or  not  France  has  a  right  to  exclude 

"  which  the  occasir)n  claimed  from  me,  beiijg 
*'  equally  aware  of  the  oblii^ation  to  maintain,  iu 
*'  all  cases,  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  to  em- 
"  ploy,  tor  that  pnrpose,  those  just  and  honoiir- 
"  able  means  which  belong  to  the  character  of  the 
"   United  Stales. 

"  S.gned)  _         T.  Jeff:ncn." 

The  message  was  accompanied  by  letters  from 
the  American  Consul  at  New  Utieans,  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Intendant,  a  letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Mississipi  territory,  written  to  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  a  letter  fioni  the  Go- 
vernor of  Kentucky  to  tt,e  pi  evident. —  I'luee  hun- 
dred passengers  have  arrived  a:  Baltimore  iioni  New 
Orleans. 

*  See  Register  Vol.  T.  202. 

•f-  Ste  I'oitupine's  Works,  Vol.  IV.  p.  -271  — -Re- 
gister, Vol.  I.  p.  199. — 266, — 443 — 34—797.  —  Rc:- 
gister,  Vol.  11.  p.  6 — 27 — 3X— 59  — i ;  5— 148 — 1S7 
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you  from  the  use  of  the  ports  and  the  waters 
here  mentioned  ;  a  question,  which,  i  ;.m. 
afraid,  must  be  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

And  here  pray  let  me  caution  you  to  di- 
vest yourselves,  in  the  present  instance,  of 
that  overbearing  turn  of  mind,  -which  you 
have  contracted  from  the  success  of  your 
revolution,  from  the  tiattcry  heaped  on  yoii 
by  Europeans,  and  particularly  from  your 
transactions  with  England,  wliich  have  ren- 
dered you,  amongst  nations,  what,  amongst 
individuals,  one  would  term  a  spoiled  child. 
Let  me  beseech  you  to  recollect,  that  you 
have  not  7/r;w  to  negotiate  with  a  power, 
accustomed  to  concession  ;  with  a  power, 
which,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  plenty, 
would  receive  c£(iOO,000  as  a  commutafioa 
for  a  debt  of  .£5,000,000.  France  has  no 
debts,  no  stock,  in  your  country;  you  have 
no  hold  on  her,  and,  if  you  had,  she  would, 
sever  herself  from  it,  though  it  cost  her  a 
limb.  Count,  therefore,  I  conjure  you,  oa 
nothing  but  on  n^/'^  and  on  might:  of  the 
latter  I  shall  speak  hereafter;  it  is  to  a  few- 
observations  relative  to  the  former  th;'.t  I 
now  have  to  request  your  paiient  atten- 
tion. 

The  territories,  which  have  now"  passed 
from  the  hands  of  Spain  into  those  of 
France,  include  all  the  Ian.)  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  jNIississippi,  from  its  mouth  to 
its  source,  and,  on  the  eastern  bank,*  from 
the  mouth  of  that  river  to  the  Portage  cle  la. 
Croix,  which,  reckoning  the  windings  of 
the  river,  is  more  than  200  miles  fronj  the 
principal  entrance  at  Fort  BaJise,  and  about 
70  miles  above  Nenv  Orlcar.s.  Thus  France 
has  the  sovereignty  of  the  soil,  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  for  the  space  of  200  miles  troiri 
its  entrance,  a  space  which  you  have,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  no  other  right  to  navigate,  than 
that  which  you  derive  fron:  the  treaiy  con- 
cluded with  Spain  in  l/pS,  according  to 
which  treaty,  his  Most  Catholic  jMajesty 
"  has  agreed,  that  the  navigation  of  thci 
"  said  River  Mississippi,  in  its  wliole 
"  breadtli,  from  the  source  to  the  ocean, 
"  shall  be  free  only  to  his  subjects  and  the 
"  citizens  of  the  United  States,  unless  hi 
"  should  extend  this  privilege  to  the  sub- 
"  jects  of  other  powers,  by  special  converi- 
"  tion."f — Then,  it  is,  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  same  treaty  agreed,  that,  "  in  con- 

*  It  is  said,  that  France  is  to  have  all  Florid?, 
but  I  know  for  ctrtuin,  that  she  is  to  have  all  the 
territory  Iving  between  the  Missi^sipi  and  tlie  ri- 
ver Tc'mhtchhe,  which, .after  traveisiiig  ti'e  Wcstcn 
part  of  Georgia,  fall.'^,  a,t  the  end  of  300  miles,  into 

the  Bay  of  M.bile. 

f  Aitjcle  !V.—  See  Laws  of  the  United  States. 
Vol,  !V.  p.  214. 
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"  sequence  of  the  stipnlations  contained  in 
"  the  fourth  article,  his  Most  Catholic  Ma- 
."■  jesty  will  pera)it  the  citizens  of  tiie 
"  United  States,  fjr  the  space  of  threeyicrs 
"  Jiom  this  time,  to  deposit  their  merchan- 
"  dizes  and  effects  in'  the  port  of  New 
*'  Orleans^  and  to  export  them  from  tlience 
*'  without  paying  any  other  duty  than  a 
*'  fair  price  for  the  hire  of  the  stores  ;  and 
"  his  Majesty  promises  either  to  continue 
"  this  permission,  if  he  finds,  during  that 
*'  lime,  that  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
"  terest  of  Spain,  or,  if  he  should  not  agree 
"  to  continue;  it  there,  he  will  assign  to 
"  them,  on  another  part  of  the  banks  of 
"  the  Mississippi,  an  equivalent  cstablish- 
*'  ment."* 

It  is  of  a  breach  o^  this  latter  stipulation, 
of  wliich,  as  I  have  already  noticed,  you 
now  complain,  and,  not  .without  some 
foundation,  if  we  vs-ere  to  consider  the 
King  of  Spain  as  still  being  the  sovereign 
of  Louisiana  ;  for,  it  does  seem,  that,  when 
a  transitory  covenant,  though  fulfilled,  has 
been  continued  on  in  its  observance,  even 
without  being  renewed,  it  continues  to  be 
binding  on  one  of  the  parties  as  long  as  it  is 
strictly  complied  with  by  the  other.  But, 
independent  of  the  sovereignly  having  long 
ago  been  transferred  to  France,  this  stipu- 
lation is  encumbered  with  so  many  circum- 
stances, the  engagement,  on  the  part  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  is  so  perfectly  indefinite, 
as  to  the  time,  manner,  and  place,  of  as- 
signing, "  on  another  fart  of  the  bajiks  of  the 
"  Mississippi,  an  equi-vaUnt  establishment  ;" 
there  is,  in  short,  such  unbounded  latitude 
for  interpretation,  that  it  Avould  be  \t\y 
Lazgrdous  to  assert,  that  wh;3t  you  now 
complain  of  is  really  a  breach  of  the  treaty 
of  1"Q5,  even  supposing  the  sovereignty  of 
Louisiana  to  be  still  in  the  King  of  Spain  ; 
and,  when  we  consider  the  Spaniards  as  be- 
ing themselves  possessors  by  sufFersnce,  or 
rather,  as  being  nothing  more,  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  than  the  agents  of  France, 
your  ground  of  complaint,  on  this  score, 
vanishes  altogether. 

But,  the  great  questj'-in  is,  whether  you 
have  or  have  not,  in  consequence  of  the 
cession  to  France  of  the  territories  now  un- 
der our  view,  lost,  not  only  all  right  to  the 
use  of  any  port  or  place  therein,  but  also 
to  na'vigate  on  any  of  that  part  of  the  River 
Mississippi,  which  lies  between  the  Portage 
ds  la  Croix  (the  termination  of  your  own 
territory)  and  the  sea,  a  space,  as  I  before 
observed,  of  more  than  two  hundred  miles. 
it  appears  to  me,  that  you  have  lost  this 
right,    and   J  once  more  bespeak  your  pati- 

'*  Artide  ^ilu—Laws  U.  3.  Vol.  lY.  p.  337. 


ence,  while  I  state  the  reasons,  on  which 
this  opinion  is  founded. 

That  your  right  of  navigating  upon  the 
waters  (if  not  extended  by  specific  conven- 
tion) terminates  at  the  same  point  with 
your  right  of  walking  upon  the  land,  by 
the  side  of  which  those  waters  run,  is  a 
principle  universally  acknowledged  ;  it  is 
founded  in  reason,  in  justice,  in  the  law, 
and  in  the  practice  of  nations,  with  the 
very  existence  of  which  it  is  coeval.  I  re- 
member, indeed,  when  your  wild  demo- 
cratic scribblers  clamoured  against  the  go- 
vernment for  not  compell'ing  the  king  (I 
am  afraid  they  called  him  the  *'  crown- 
"  ed  monster")  of  Spain  to  open  the  mouth 
of  the  IXlississlppi  to  the  produce  of  your 
lands ;  for  not  compelling  him  to  yield 
you  your  natural  rights.  I  remember 
much  of  this  incoherent  and  hectoring  bom- 
bast, and  though  it  might  excite  nothing 
but  a  smile,  when  applied  to  such  a  neigh- 
bour as  the  feeble  and  sluggardly  Spaniards, 
it  will,  if  applied  to  the  French,  prove,  I 
fear,  something  worse  than  ridiculous.  Those 
profound  writers,  who  conduct  the  Londoa 
newspapers,  have,  I  perceive,  done  you  the 
honour,  iii  this  case,  to  espouse  your  cause, 
and  most  vociferously  to  assert  your  claims 
and  echo  your  complaints ;  but,  give  me 
leave  to  caution  you  not  to  place  too  much 
reliance  on  these  diurnal  civilians,  whose 
minds  are  as  volatile  and  whose  principles 
as  transient  as  the  flying  folios  on  which 
their  opinions  are  inscribed.  No  j  listen  not 
to  these  juri.-:ts  of  the  mob;  from  their  ha- 
zarded and  noisy  assertions  turn  to  the  dic- 
tates of  reason  and  the  maxims  of  the  law. 
-~"  Rivers  and  lakes,"  says  Martens,  "are 
"  useful  for  navigation  or  lor  lishing,  or  for 
"  other  emoluments  arising  from  their  pos- 
"  session  j  and,  therefore,  the  powers  that 
"  are  masters  of  the  banks  have  a  right  to  ap- 
"  propriate  the  use  of  them  exclusively  to 
"  ihcinselves."  After  thus  statii;ig  the  prin- 
ciple, he  proceeds  to  the  practice  of  nations 
in  this  respect  :  "  In  general,"  says  he, 
"  they  do  forbid  foreigners  to  fish  on  them  j 
"  but,  with  respect  to  namgalion ,  as  such  a 
"  prohibition  would  produce  retaliation,  and 
"  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  commercial  liberty 
"  generally  introduced  in  Europe,  foreigners 
"  are  now  permitted,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
"  navigate  freely  and  without  restraint. 
"  This  liberty  is  founded,  in  part,  on  trea- 
"  ties,  and,  in  some  demi-sovereign  states, 
"  on  lavj.  But,  in  every  case,  where  it  is 
"  only  tounded  on  custom, •\\\'X\.  custom  does 
"  not  hinder  a  nation  from  making  luhat- 
"  ever  regulations  and  restrictions  it  pleases,  or 
"  from  exercising  over  such  parts  of  its  ter- 
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"  ritory    all    the  rights   of   sovereign   domi- 

"    711071."   * 

Since,  then,  it  is  evident,  that  your  right 
to  navigate  on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi, 
from  the  point  where  your  territory  termi- 
nates to  the  mouth  of  that  river,  is,  and  must 
be,  from  its  very  nature,  purely  a  right  of 
covenant,  and  rests  solely  upon  the  treaty  of 
1795,  it  remains  to  be  considered,  whether 
that  treaty  is  or  is  not  any  longer  in  force  ;v;he- 
ther  France,  the  new  possessor  of  Louisiana, 
is,  or  is  not,  bound  to  adhere  to  the  stipula- 
tions, made  with  you,  relative  to  that  coun- 
try, by  its  former  sovereign,  the  King  of 
Spain, 

To  make  out  the  afRrraative  of  this  ques- 
tion both  your  and  our  newspapers  will 
swarm  with  arguments  and  cases.  It  will 
be  urged,  even  to  satiety,  that,  when  a  man 
purchases  a  farm  encumbered  with  a  foot- 
path or  a  cart-way,  he  receives  the  encum- 
brance along  with  the  property,  the  convey- 
ance of  which  does  by  no  means  impair  the 
individual  or  public  right,  the  exercise  of 
which  constitutes  the  encumbrance.  But, 
the  principles  and  practice  of  the  municipal 
law  relative  to  property,  though  they  some- 
times serve  to  illustrate,  must  not  be  con- 
founded with,  those  of  the  public  law  rela- 
tive to  dominion,  the  reason  of  which  is  too 
evident  to  need  pointing  out.  Accordingly, 
it  is  a  principle,  in  which,  1  believe,  all  the 
■writers  on  the  law  of  nations  are  perfectly  of 
accord,  that,  "  Treaties,  properly  so  called, 
"  cease  to  be  obligatory,  when  the  sovereign 
*'  power,  with  whom  they  were  concluded, 
**  ceases  to  exist,  and  when  the  state  -passes 
*'  viulcr  the  dominlo?!  of  a7Wtber  poiuer."  f 

This,  like  every  other  principle  of  public 
law,  is  founded  in  the  nature  and  necessity 
of  the  cases,  to  which  it  is  applied  ;  for,  so 
very  different  are,  and  "must  be,  the  relation- 
ships of  different  powers  towards  any  one 
power,  on  so  many  other  conditions  does 
every  separate  condition  depend,  that  a  trea- 
ty, or  part  of  a  treaty,  made  between  any 
two  powers  in  the  world,  can  scarcely  ever 
be  such  as  to  admit  of  a  change  of  parties  on 
one  side  or  on  the  other,  of  the  truth  of 
■which  a  more  forcible  illustration  cannot  be 
cited  than  the  very  instance  before  us. 
Should  you,  however,  in  defiance  of  reason 
and  of  written  authority,  insist  upon  bend- 
ing the  obligations  of  the  treaty  of  l^QS,  to 
the  maxims  of  municipal  law ;  should  you 
still  insist,   that,  along  with  the  territory   of 

*  Martens's  Coinpendiiim  ot  the  Lavvot  Na- 
tions; London  edition,  i8«2,  p-  167,  where  he 
cites  several  pubhc  papers. 

f  Martens's  Compendium  ;  London  edition, 
1802,  p.  56. — Tlie  same  priiiriple  will  be  found 
stated  more  at  l^rge  by  Vattel,  Ry.NKEUiii'jccK, 
Z.OUCH,  and  others. 


Spain,  France  became  the  possessor  of  all  the 
stipulations  which  her  predecessor  had  made 
relative  to  that  territory,  and  that,  of  course, 
from  the  moment  of  the  cession,  she  became 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  as  far  as  it 
related  to  your  privileges  on,  and  in  the 
mouth  of,  the  Mississippi  J  should  you  per- 
sist in  this  course  of  reasoning,  then  are 
those  stipulations  certainly  no  longer  in  force, 
for,  since  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  her,  sinca 
she,  according  to  your  doctrine,  became,  in 
the  place  of  Spain,  a  party  to  some  of  the  sti- 
pulations in  the  treaty  of  1705,  there  has 
subsisted  a  ivar  betv-'esnyaii  and  ber,  by  which 
war  those  stipulations,  being  merely  of  a 
commercial  nature,  were,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  abrogated  and  annulled,  in  which 
state  they  still  remain,  because  unrenewed 
and  unnoticed  in  your  pacific  convention  of 
ISOO. 

This,  then,  is  the  dilemma  to  which  you 
are  reduced:  if  France,  by  receiving  the  so- 
vereignty of  Louisiana  from  Spain,  became 
a  party  to  the  stipulations  in  your  favour, 
those  stipulations  have  been  abrogated  by  a 
subsequent  war;  and  if  she  has  never  be- 
come a  party  to  the  stipulations,  they  can,  of 
course,  with  respect  to  her,  have  no  obliga- 
tion. Thus,  in  whatever  light,  I  have  been 
able  to  view  the  question,  your  conventional 
right  of  navigating  on,  and  using  the  ports 
of,  the  Mississippi,  clearly  appears  to  be  at 
an  end  ;  and,  as  you  can  have  no  other  right 
than  that  of  convention,  it  seems  to  me  no 
less  evident,  that  France,  as  the  sole  sove- 
reign both  of  the  land  and  the  waters,  has  aa 
indisputable  right  to  make,  relative  thereto, 
whatever  regulations  and  restrictions  she 
pleases,  and,  of  course,  absolutely  to  exclude 
you  from  any  of,  and  from  all,  the  privi- 
leges, which  you  have  therein  latterly  enjoy- 
ed, of  deposit,  entrance,  and  navigation. 

Subn:iiiting  these  arguments  to  yoiar  se- 
rious consideration,  I  reserve,  for  another 
letter,  some  remarks,  which  I  have  to  make 
on  the  claim  that  France  will  probably  pre- 
fer to  the  sovereignty  of  the  territory,  on 
the  easter7i.hAuk  of  the  Mississippi,  compris- 
ing part  of  the  North  Western  State,  part  of 
Georgia,  and  the  whole  of  the  States  of  Teu- 
nessee  and  Kentucky:  as  also  on  the  conse- 
quences of  the  several  measures  she  will  be 
likely  to  adopt,  and  on  the  means  oi pre-vent- 

i?ig  those  consequences.' My  object  is,  to 

make  you  look  your  situation  in  rhs  face,  to 
prepare  you  for  defence,  with  the  pen  and 
with  the  sword  ;  and  to  call  down  just  indig- 
nation, if  not  punishment,  on  the  heads  of 
those,  by  whose  ignorance  or  uho'^e  wicked' 
ness  the  tr.tnacing  calamity,  both  to  you 
and  to  us,  has  been  produced. 
LqjuLvi,  IQtb  Fib.  1803.      Wjsj.  Co33£Tr. 
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FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Milan,  Dec.  30. — The  minister  of  the  interior,  in 
Con;equcnce  of  having  received  information,  thai 
111  several  communes  of  this  Rep.  secret  societies 
are  established,  and  private  meetings  held,  ha^ 
given  notice,  that  no  society  of  this  kind  can  be 
sufl'eied  without  the  express  permission  of  the  gov. 
and  that  the  officers  of  police  must  always  have 
free  admission  to  them.  All  wlio  offend  against 
this  n.,'tice,  ^vili  be  considered  as  disturbers  of  the 
public  peace,  and  treated  accordingly. 

Goion,  Jiri.  6. — The  Italian  Gazettes  say,  that  a 
French  corps  will  march  to  Tuscuny,  and  embark 
at  Leghorn.  It  is  added,  that  if  the  English  shall 
longer  refuse  to  evacuate  Malta,  a  French  army 
vill  march  to  Naples,  and  thence  proceed  to  un- 
dertake further  operations. 

Rcjthbon,  J.ni.  17. —  rhe  Imperial  Plenipo.  re- 
ceived on  the  15th  a  courier  from  Vienna,  with 
adyicc,  that  on  the  i^tli  inst.  the  exchange  took 
place,  of  the  latilications  of  the  convention  con- 
cluded at  P.'iris  on  tiie  26th  Dec.  relative  to  the  G, 
I),  of  Tuscany's  indemnities. 

Vienna,  Jan.  19 — The  G.  D.  of  Tuscany  has  ac- 
cepted the  convention  that  has  been  concluded 
relative  to  his  indemnities,  though  he  has  lost 
more  thsn  he  has  received.  The  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Netherlands,  M.  Von  Crumpipen,  has  been 
appointed  by  II.  R.  H.  commissary  to  take  posses- 
sion, in  his  name,  of  his  new  states. 

Bone,  Jan.  2r. — There  have  been  of  late  fre- 
cjucnt  disputes  between  lire  citizens  and  the  Hel- 
vetic soldiers  ;  to  prevent  them  in  future,  the 
commandant  has  sent  detachiiients  to  several  of 
the  public-houses  in  the  environs  of  the  city. 

Jan.  zz,. — It  is  said  that  Gen.  Ney  has  presented 
a  note  to  the  council  of  execution,  in  which  he 
complains  that  English  merchandize  are  sold  from 
difFerent  parts  of  Switzerland  to  the  inhabitants, 
on  the  frontiers  of  France.  Gen.  Ney  has  pointed 
out  where  tliese  dcputs  of  English  merchandize 
are,  arid  has  desired  that  rigorous  measures  may 
be  adopted  to  prevent  tliis  contraband  trade  in 
future. 

Bad',  Jan.  26. — We  have  received  from  Paris 
the  important  intelligence  that  all  the  cantonal 
<irganizatious  are  liuished  and  approved  of  by  the 
I'irs  Consul.  'I  hey  will  be  officially  transmitted 
10  the  superior  authorities  of  the  19  Cantons,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  being  presented,  for  the  acceptance 
i>(  the  people  of  Switzerland.  The  geiieral  con- 
stitution for  Switzerland  will  be  discussed,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  think  that  it  will  be 
adopted. 

Hague,  Jan.  z:^. — Tlie  business  of  the  Batavian 
rescriptipns  payable  after  tlie  peace  is  not  yet  tcr- 
miiiated.  The  Batavian  govt.  lias  answered  the 
note  presented  to  it  on  this  subject  on  the  part  of 
the  French  govt.  The  answer  has  been  sent  to 
Paris,  and  we  wait  the  result. 

I'aih,  J..rt.  17. — Gen.  l.anncf,  Envoy  Ext.  and 
Tvlinister  Plcnip.  to  the  Prince  Recent  of  Portugal, 
Wii  on  Sunday  pres.ated  to  the  First  Consul,  by 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Aflairs.  At  this  audience 
he  took  leave  of  the  First  Consul,  previously  to 
his  return  to  his  station  at  the  Portuguese  Court. 
— The  First  Consul  lecommcnded  to  him  to  do  jus- 
tice to,  and  to  protect  the  French  trade  at  Lisbon, 
as  he  had  begun  to  do  in  the  first  year  of  his  mis- 
sion. He  particularly  signified  that  he  was  satis- 
fied with  Gen.  Lannes's  services  in  that  station, 
up  to  the  present  hour — Monitcur. 

Feh.  5. — In  consequence  of  the  intelligence  of 
the  death  of  Gen.  1-tclerc,  and  the  succours  of 
which  the  army  stands  in  need,  the  JMinistcr  of 


War  has  called  for  volunteers  in  the  diflerenr 
corps.  Near  6o,oco  veterans  have  inscribed  them- 
selves.— The  First  Consul  has  urdered  the  Minister 
of  VN'ar  to  tesiity  his  satisfaction  to  those  brave 
men,  to  announce  to  them  that  15,000  men  being 
about  to  take  their  departure,  new  succours  are 
not  at  present  necessary,  and  to  inform  them,  that 
he  sees  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  love  of 
glrny  and  danger  which  manifests  the  energy  of 
F'renchmen,  and  which  is  a  suie  guarantee  ot  the 
prosperity  of  the  great  people, — Monitcur. 

]!(isse  Terre,  Guddaloupe,  Dec.  2. — This  colony 
continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  tranquil  of  the 
Antilles.  The  brigands,  reduced  to  a  small  num- 
ber, and  for  the  most  part  without  arms  or  am- 
munition, aie  pursued  even  by  the  field  negroes. 
Some,  diiven  from  the  hills  by  famine,  have  ap- 
peared on  the  heights  of  the  Commune  of  Pctit- 
Bourg:  tlicy  have  been  either  tyken  or  killed. — ■ 
The  judiciary  organization  is  terminated.  That 
of  the  civil  Admin,  is  accomplished.  The  colo- 
nists, satisfied  with  their  lot,  are  sedulously  em- 
ployed in  commerce  and  agriculture.  Every  thing 
goes  on  rapidly  and  with  order,  to  a  certain  pros- 
perity. 

Cape,  St.  Do7P.higo,  Dfc.  14. — ^The  o^ith  demi-bri- 
gadc,  vvhich  was  expected  in  Nov.  arrived  in  the 
course  of  the  present  month. 

Pdris,  Feh,  2. —  Fhe  consistory  for  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  French  cardinals  was  held  at  Rome  on 
the  17th  Jan.  As  soon  as  thty  were  proclaimed, 
the  Sec.  of  State  dispatched  Prince  Justiniani, 
guard-noble  to  his  Holiness,  to  give  him  advice 
of  their  nomination.  —  According  to  the  usage. 
Prince  Justiniani  travelled  as  a  courier:  he  passed 
through  Lyons,  where  he  delivered  his  first  dis- 
patch to  the  Archbishop  of  that  diocese.  He  then 
proceeded  to  Paris,  wheie  he  alighted  at  the  resi-- 
dtnce  of  ihc  Cardinal  Legate:  thence  he  repaired 
to  the  house  of  the  Counsellor  of  State,  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  public  worship.  After  that 
he  delivered  the  dispatches  with  which  he  way 
charged  for  the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  and  Archb. 
of  Rouen,  who  was  accidentally  at  Paris.  He  sec 
out  again  in  the  evening  for  Tours,  where  he  is  to 
fulfil  a  similar  mission  to  the  Archb.  of  that  place. 
When  the  Archb.  of  Paris  and  Rouen  were  oilj- 
cially  informed  of  their  nomination,  each  of  them 
presented  himself  at  the  audience  of  the  First  Con- 
sul, to  return  him  thanks.  Ihe  First  Consul  gave 
them  permission  to  carry  the  badge  of  their  new 
digniiy,  which  has  been  presented  to  thorn  by  tlie 
bearer  of  the  dispatches  troni  the  ofiicc  of  Sec.  of 
State.  The  liais  aie  to  be  brought  by  the  prelate 
Dorea,  whom  his  Holiness  has  made  choice  of  to 
be  his  apostolic  envoy,  and  who  was  to  have  leit 
Romei2days  afierthe  first  courier. — His  Holin-.ss 
pronounced  a  discourse  on  the  occasion  of  this 
nomination  in  the  consistory  of  the  17th  Jan.— 
"  The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Repub.  says  his 
Holiness,  "always  desirous  of  promoting  union, 
has,  by  joining  with  us  in  the  concordat,  re-e?ta- 
bliihed  the  Catholic  religion,  which  v/as  alniost 
extinct  in  France,  and  placed  it  in  such  a  state 
that  hopes  are  entertrined  of  its  gaining  strength 
every  dav.  This  illustrious  personage  having  pro- 
mised us  all  his  care  towards  the  acconipiishmcnt 
of  so  great  an  object,  has  written  to  us,  that  in 
order  to  attain  it  more  speedily,  lie  conceived  it 
would  be  of  advantage  to  create  four  cardinals 
among  the  newly  instituted  French  bishops. — 
"  The  desires  and  demands  of  this  persorsage,  to 
whom,  next  to  God,  we  are  indebted,  not  only  for 
having  diverted  the  furious  tempests  which.ha'd 
ariua  a^jainst  the  church,  but  also  for  therc-e&tab. 
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of  the  Catholic  religion  in  a  nation  whose  domi- 
nion is  so  extensive,  have  toiichti!  our  soul ;  we 
therefore  grant  this  pf  emotion  in  the  same  manner 
as  Leo.  X.  of  happy  memory,  granted  a  similar  one 
on  tlie  concordat  between  him  and  Francis  I." — 
Hi";  Holin.ss  then  proceeded  to  nominate  J.  Fesch, 
i\rchb.  of  Lyons,  uncle  to  the  First  Consul;  J.  de 
Dieu  Raymond  Boisgeiin,  Aichb.  of  Tours ;  E.  H. 
Cambaeeres,  Archb.  of  Rouen  ;  the  4th  he  reserves 
in  petto.  To  these,  his  Holiness  aJds,  in  conside- 
ation  of  the  reception,  he  received  at  Venice,  in 
tlie  time  of  his  diitress,  a  son  of  Saint  Marc,  or 
patrician  of  Venice,  P.  A.  Zozzy.  There  was 
atso  a  nomination  of  three  Cardinals  for  tlie  Roman 
Jtate :  F.  M.  Locatilli,  J.  Castiglioni,  and  C. 
tiskin". 


FOREIGN    OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 

Litter  ad  dress  f^d  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  the  Nutio/fal  Institute  of 
Franee. 

Citizen  President  and  Secretaries,  —  I  have 
received  the  letter  by  which  you  had  the  kind- 
ness to  announce  to  me,  that  the  National  in- 
stitute of  the  Arts  and  Sc;ences  has  elected  ine 
as  Foreign  Associate  for  the  class  of  M^^ral  and 
Poh'tical  Sciences.  I  receive  this  favour  with  a 
sensibility  equal  to  the  respect  which  a  body  of 
sa-vans  of  the  first  order  ought  to  inspire. 
Without  having  any  right  to  pretend  to  the  title 
of  their  colleague,  1  accept  it  as  a  proof  of  the 
spirit  of  fraternity,  which  unites  in  one  family 
all  those  who  cultivate  letters  and  the  sciences, 
in  whatever  part  of  the  globe  they  reside.  Ac- 
cept, citizens  President  and  Secretaries,  for 
yourselves  and  your  colleagues,  the  assurances 
of  my  high  consideration  and  of  mv  respect. 
{Fas/iinoton,Nov.H,   1802.  th-fcffcrsofi. 
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claration  describes  them,  the  owners  shall  be  heid 
guilty  of  an  act  of  fraud.  The  cargo  shall  be 
inspected  at  its  entrance  into  the  staple  of 
Rouen,  and  if  its  value  be  either  greater  or  less 
than  it  is  stated  in  the  declarative  act,  this  shall 
be  taken  as  a  proof  of  the  fraud.- — IV.  The 
weight  and  qualities  of  all  cargoes  of  goods  re- 
exported from  Rouen,  shill  be  specified  in  a 
manifesto  from  the  director  of  the  customs  at 
Rouen.  That  manifesto  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  chief  officer  oFthe  customs  at  Havre.  At 
Havre  the  cargo  sh^ll  be  inspected  in  comparison 
with  the  manifesto.  If  the  goods  be  either 
greater  or  less  in  value,  than  is  there  expressed  ; 
this  shall  also  be  regarded  as  .'in  act  of  fraud. — 
V.  The  minister  of  the  treasury,  and  the  mi- 
nister for  internal  affairs,  are  directed  to  put 
this  decree  in  execution,  and  to  add  it  to  the 
register  of  the  laws.(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Decree  of  the  French  Go'vernment  relati've  to 
the  Port  and  Commerce  of  Roiu-n.  St.  Cloud, 
Jan.  23. 

The  govr.  of  the  Republic  having  considered 
a  report  by  the  minister  for  internal  affairs, 
ordainsas  follows  :  —  Art.  I.  In  the  port  of 
Rouen,  there  shall  be  a  sraple  for  the  reception 
and  sale  of  all  goods  and  commodities  from  the 
colonies,  or  elsewhere,  which  are  not  prohibited 
by  lavy. —  IL  The  town  of  Rouen  shall  provide 
suitable  public  buildings  for  the  staple.  A  plan 
ot  the  ground  and  buildings  shall  be  presented 
to  the  gov.  That  plan,  if  approved,  v/ill  receive 
the  sanction  of  a  special  order  from  the  gov. — 
III.  The  staple  at  Rouen  shall  be  considered 
in  law  as  a  part  of  Havre.  Ships  freighted  for 
Rouen  shall  therefore  first  present  at  Havre 
exact  accounts  of  the  quantities  and  qualities  of 
the  goods  which  they  are  to  deliver  at  P^oucn. 
The  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  Havre,  sh;dll, 
upon  receiving  such  account,  formally  record 
and  authenticate  the  declaration  conveying  it. 
The  officers  of  the  customs  at  Havre,  when 
there  are  no  suspicions  of  smuggling,  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  exempt  any  vessel  from  the  necessity 
of  entering  the  port  of  Havre.  Ships  arriving 
at  Rouen  from  Havre  shall  present  the  accouiit 
authenticated  by  the  principal  officer  of  [ht-  cus- 
toms at  Havre,  to  the  custom-house  officers  at 
Rouen,  when  these  come  on  borad  the  said  ships 
in  thi  river.  If  the  goods  are  not  exictly  such 
in  quantity  and  quality  as  the  authsiui^actd  de- 


Extract  fro7n  the  English  Argus,  printed  at 
Paris. 
Paris,  Feb.  2. —  In  the  English  news-paper, 
the  Argus,  there  is  this  day  a  very  remarkable 
observation  respecting  the  conspiracy  of  the  3d 
Nivose.  The  writer  is  examining  how  far  Mr. 
Windham  can  be  considered  as  implicated  in 
that  horrible  plot,  and  whether  the  late  admini- 
stration can  be  supposed  privy  to  it.  His  words 
are — If  we  had  no  other  proof  of  this  privacy 
than  the  odious  protection  given  to  Georges,  by 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  and  by  its  agent  at 
Lisbon,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  make  the  accu- 
sation that  they  were  concerned  in  tiie  plot.  But 
v/e  are  not  to  be  guided  in  our  judgment  by- 
mere  suspicions  or  slight  proofs,  whc'iwe'are 
in  possession  of  an  open  avowal  of  the  crime. 
In  the  debates  on  the  preliminaries  of  peace, 
Mr.  W.  rose,  and  among  the  advantages  of" 
continuing  the  war,  to  which  he  attached  great 
importance,  he  mentioned  the  probability  of 
seeing  so7ne  o^portifkity  rscur  of  inaking  a>i 
attempt  on  the  life  of  the  First  Consul.  Such  is 
the  dei  laration  of  a  member  of  pari,  made  at 
one  of  its  most  numerous  meetitigs.  I  was 
present,  continues  the  editor,  when  this  obser- 
vation was  made  ;  and  I  call  on  every  mem- 
ber of  pari,  then  present,  to  vouch  for  the  ac- 
curacy with  v/hich  I  have  stated  Mr.  W's.  ex- 
pression. 1  particularly  call  on  Mr.  Nichoils, 
at  this  moment  in  Paris,  vv^iio  spoke  in  terms 
of  great  indignation  of  this  sanguinary  provo- 
cation of  the  ex-minister  of  war.  But  I  go 
farther,  and  since  I  have  named  a  member  of 
pnrl.  now  in  Paris,  1  ask  Mr.  N.  vvhether  itis 
not  true,  that  after  having  heard  of  this  hor- 
rible project  from  the  mouth  of  Mr.  W.  hc- 
went  to  ask  Mr.  Addington,  'whether  he  tnednt 
to  touch  on  the  article  of  the  assassination  ?  and 
received  for  answer,  that  he  was  unwilling  to 
do  this,  from  a  fear  of  giving  offence  to  Mr. 
'Windham. —  Clef  du  Cahiyiet. 

DOZnIESTIC. 

Gihndiar,  J.in.  lo.  —  The  garrison  is  as  qniet  arid 
regular  a^  usual.  The  3  ringleaders  in  the  late 
distuibancf s,  were  shot  on  the  grand  parade,  oa 
the  4th,  in  presence  of  the  whole  garrifon,  who 
.  were  under  arms  on  the  occasion.  The  firing  par- 
ty was  drav.'a  by  lot  from  the  men  of  the  2^th  reg. 
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The  unhappy  siifTcrers  tnanitested  great  contri- 
tion fur  their  crime,  and  ackncn^iedgcd  the  justice 
of  iheir  sentence,  which  seemed  to  make  a  deep 
impression  on  the  tioopr,  who,  as  usual,  were 
afterwards  marched  by  tile  past  the  dead  bodies. 

On  Monday,  the  7'th  inst.  came  on  the  ciial  of 
Edivard  Marcus  Despaxl  for  High  Treason.  The 
Attorney  Gcncial  addressed  the  jury  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length.  The  number  of  witnesses 
called  were  17.  Mr,  Serj.  Best  and  Mr.  Gunicy 
addressed  the  Court  in  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  and 
■>vere  replied  to  by  the  Solicitor  Gcricni!.  The  ar- 
guments of  counsel  on  both  sides  being  concluded, 
Thi  Lord  Pi  esidev.t  summoned  up  the  evidence  in  a 
speech  of  nearly  two  hours.  At  2  o'clock  on 
Tueidav  morning  the  juiy  retired,  and  after  re- 
maining in  the  Traverse  Room  35  minutes,  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  guilty,  but  recommended  the 
piisoner  to  mercy,  on  account  of  the  high  testi- 
monials to  his  character  and  conduct. 

On  Wednesday,  the  9th.  inst.  the  remaining 
prisoners  in  confinement  for  High  Treason,  weie 
put  upon  their  trial,  which  continued  till  H. -past 
6  on  Tuesday  morning;  after  the  charge  of  the 
Chief  justice,  the  jury  retired,  and  deliberated  till 
8  o'clock,  when  they  appeared  in  court,  and  re- 
turned the  lollowing  vtidict';: — John  Wood  — 
guilty. — Thomas  Broughton — guilty- — John  Franci"; 
■ — guilty. — Thomas  Nevvmaw — guilty,  recommended 
to  mercy.  —  Daniel  Tyndal! — g''iily,  recommtntied 
to  mercy. — James  Sedgwick  Ratton — guilty. — Wil- 
liam Lander — gi'-ltji  recommended  to  mercy. — 
Arthur  Graham — g'i'lty. — Samuel  Smi\th — not  guilty. 
— John  M'Namara — guilty. — 1hom;is  Philips — not 
^uiliy. — John  Doyk — not  ghilty. — Sentence  of  death 
was  pronounced  on  all  v/ho  were  found  guilty, 
r.dward  Marcus  Despard  included  ;  after  which 
the  commission  end<  d.  {A  correct  report  of  the 
triad  ivill  ie  preserved  in  the  Supplement  10  Vol,  3.) 
PARLIAMENTAIIY  MINUTES. 
Thursday,  Feb  5. — Lokds. — Two  petitions 
against  the  Woollen  Manufactury  Bill,  and  se- 
veral petitions  relative  to  the  mode  of  hearing 
appeals,  were  presented. — Lord  Ellenborough 
brought  in  a  private  bill 'frotn  the  judges,  and 
certain  papers  previously  ordered  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

CoMMONS.~A  new  writ  was  issued  for  the 
election  of  a  member  for  Jpswich,  in  the  room 
of  Chs.  Alex.  Crickett,  Esq.  deceased. — Mr. 
Keene  moved  for  a  variety  of  documents,  among 
which  were  several  letters  from  Ld,  Macartney 
to  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India  Com- 
.pany,  during  the  years  1784  and  a  ;  copy  of  the 
minutes  transmitted  by  Ld.Hobart  and  Ld.  Clivt, 
to  the  Court  of  Directors  in  1799  and  iSOO. — 
Mr.Tisrney  presented  a  petition  from  Midhurst 
complaining  of  an  undue  election. — Mr.  Corry 
presented  a  number  of  financial  accounts  and 
petitions  relative  to  Ireland. — A  new  writ  was 
issued  for  Hastini's,  in  tlie  room  of  Lord  Glen- 
bervie,  who  since  his  election  has  accepted  of  the 
j)'ace  of  Surveyor  of  His  Majesty's  Forests. — 
Mr.  Ormsby  presented  a  petition  from  the  Cor- 
poration cf  Sligo. —  Mr.  J.  C  Beresford  present- 
ed a  petition  from  the  ro\al  catial  company,  pray- 
ing for  leave  to  chuse  directors,  &c.  and  to  bring 
in  a  btJl  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  past  in  the 
last  session  of  the  Irish  parliament. 

Frie/tjy,  Fe6 'i. — Lords. — The  Ld.  Chancel- 
lor stated,  that  a  number  of  Peers  had  given  in 
their  liits  respecting  the  appcintmenc  of  members 
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of  that  house  to  compose  the  board  of  East  India 
Judicature. — Certain  accounts  directed  ta  be 
annually  laid  before  parliament  were  presented. 
— The  Ld.  Chancellor  moved,  that  so  much  of 
the  Act  of  Union  as  relates  to  the  mode  of  sum- 
moning four  of  the  Irish  Bis'nops  to  attend  ia 
parlianienr,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pri- 
vileges on  Thursday  next. —  Certain  documents 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  convicts  employed  at 
Portsmouth,  and  on  the  river  1  hamcs,  were 
presented. 

Commons. — A  petition  from  the  Malstersof 
Newark-upon -Tweed,  and  another  from  the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool,  relative  to  the  forma- 
tion of  new  Wet  Docks  were  presented. — A 
person  from  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt,  presented  the  annual  ac- 
counts.— Gen.  Gascoyne  moved  for  an  account 
of  the  number  of  ships,  &;c.  employed  in  the 
transport  service,  from  Jan.  3,  1801.  to  Jan.  3. 
1803. — Mr.  Vansittart  moved  for  an  account  of 
the  amount  of  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  from 
the  1st.  of  June  to  the  Ut  of  Aug.  1801,  and 
so  on  for  every  two  months  till  the  1st  of  Feb. 
1803,  distinguishing  the  amount  of  those  under 
^.j — Mr.  Corry  moved  for  an  account  of  the 
ordinary  revenues  and  extraordinary  resources 
of  Ireland  ;  for  the  imports  and  exports  of  lie- 
land  for  the  last  IS  years;  for  the  number  of 
vessels  built  in  Ireland  last  year,  with  their 
tonnage,  &c.  ;  for  the  number  of  vessels  cleared 
outward  and  entered  inward  from  the  ports  of 
Ireland  last  year;  and  for  an  account  of  the 
public  and  unfunded  debt  of  Ireland. 

Monday,  Feb  7. — Lords — Counsel  washeard 
on  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Sir  W.  Lawson,  -v.  R.  L. 
Ross,  Esq. — Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Walsingham,  that  all  the  Lords  present  do  form 
a  committee  to-morrow,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting tiie  list  of  names  delivered  in  for  the 
East  India  Judicature. — Certain  accounts  were 
presented,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt. 

Co.MMONS. — INlr.  W.  Dundas  moved,  that 
the  time  for  receiving  private  petitions  be  en- 
larged to  the  18th  inst. — Agreed  to. — The 
SuerilTs  of  London  presented  at  the  bar,  three 
petitions,  1st.  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  en- 
larging Smithfield  market,  2d  for  leave  to  esta- 
blish a  corn  market;  and  3d,  for  an  advance 
of  money  from  the  consolidated  fund,  to 
carrv  into  effect  an  Act  for  the  Improvement  of 
the  Port  of  London. — An  account  v/as  present- 
ed, from  the  Bank,  of  the  number  of  Bank  Notes 
in  circulation,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  Friday 
last. — On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue an  Act  of  last  Session,  for  continuing  the 
restriction  on  the  payment  in  specie  by  the  Bank 
of  Sneland.  a  short  debate  ensued  ;  the  speakers 
were  ~Mr.  Addington,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Banks,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Sir  F.  Baring, 
and  Mr.  Vansittart. — Leave  granted. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  8. — Lor  d s. — The  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  list  of  names 
for  the  East  India  Judicature  was  presented,  and 
referred  back  to  the  committee,  in  order  that 
their  lordships  might  inquire  whether  any  of  the 
peers  whose  names  were  set  down  were  disqua- 
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lifted.  Lord  Pelhim  moved  that  the  Woollen 
Manufactures  Bill  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  house,  on  the  8th  of  March. 

Commons. — A  committee  was  appointed  to 
try  the  petition  for  the  Burgh  of  Dumfermline. 
— A  petition  was  presented  from  the  town  of 
Carnarvon,  forleave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  improv- 
ing the  harbour  of  that  place. — Mr.  Alexander 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  ot  Supply 
for  Iriih  Affairs,  upon  which  a  short  conversation 
on  the  state  of  the  poor  of  Ireland  took  place  be- 
tween Mr.  Bagwell,  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  V/ickham 
and  Gen.  Tarleton. — Resolution  agreed  to. 

St.  James'',  Feb.  2,  1803. — This  day  Baron  Silverh- 
jehn,  Muiister  Resident  from  the  King  of  Swe- 
den, had  a  private  audience  of  His  Majesty,  in 
which  he  delivered  new  credentials,  giving  hini  the 
character  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  Sweden. — Fel.  2,  1803. —  I'he 
King  was  this  day  pleased  to  confer  the  honour 
of  knighthood  on  Major  Charles  HoUoway  of  the 
Royal  Engineers. — Do^.vnig-strert,  Feb.  5,  180^. — 
The  King  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Col.  T. 
Hislop  to  be  l.ieut.  Gov.  of  the  island  of  Grenada 
and  its  dependencies. — JJ'hiichaU,  Fib.  2.  1803. — 
The  King  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  Con2,c  d'Elire 
to  pass  the  great  seal  of  the  United  Kuigdom  of  G. 
Brit,  and  Ii eland,  empowering  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Bristol  to  elect  a 
bishop  of  that  See,  the  same  being  void  by  the 
translation  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Father  ia  God  Folliott 
Herbert  Walker,  late  bishop  tliereof,  to  the  See  of 
Heiefoid  :  And  his  Majesty  has  also  been  pleased 
to  recommend  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  G.  Pelham, 
D.D.  to  be  by  them  elected  bibhop  of  the  said  See 
of  Bristol. 

Prince  of  IJ'ales's  Council.  Cowity  cf  Cormuc'l. — 
At  a  council  of  H.  R.  rl.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  held 
at  Carlton-House  the  ist  day  of  Feb.  1803.  T. 
Rawlings,  of  Padstow,  Esq.  wa^  appointed  sheritY 
of  the  County  of  Cornwall  for  the  year  1803,  by 
H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  council. 
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DOMESTIC    OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 
jl.liJrcss  of  nil  the  reipcctahle   inh.ihilants  of  Gibraltar  t9 

his  Ro\:<>l  Highiieis  the  Duke  of  Ken.',  dclivocJ  fjit  the 

■atofjajt.   180  V 

We,  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitanfs  of 
Gibraltar,  feel  ourselves  particularly  called  upon, 
at  tlii.s  period,  to  approach  your  Royal  Highness 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  arflenc  attachment 
and  duty. — ^We  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  that 
we  have  enjoyed  under  your  Royal  Highness's  just 
and  mild  government  the  fullest  protection  for  our 
persons,  rights  and  properties. — An  attention,  hi- 
therto unexampled,  has  been  paid  by  your  Royal 
Highness  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inha- 
bitants :  our  complaints  have  been  answered — our 
grievances  redressed — and  our  interests  consulted 
on  every  occasion,  with  an  alacrity  and  zeal  which, 
cannot  fail  to  impress  us  with  the  deepest  sense 
of  your  Royal  Highness's  goodness  and  cimdescen- 
sion,  wlien  we  reflect  upon  the  othei  numerous 
and  important  duties  of  your  Roy;d  Highness's 
exalted  station. — Placed,  as  we  are,  at  a  distance 
from  our  beloved  Soveieign,  at  no  period  have  we 
felt  the  blessings  of  his  paternal  government  so 
sensibly  and  so  beneficially,  as  since  his  virtues 
have  bwt-n  represented  to  us  in  the  pcison  of  your 
Royal  Highness. — Be  pleased  then.  Sir,  to  accept 
the  assurance  of  our  unalterable  aitachment  10 
your  Royal  Highness,  an  attachment  not  more 
strongly  secured  by  our  loyalty  to  the  best  of  So- 
vereigns, than  by  motives  of  personal  esteem  to  a 
mild  and  just  gov-ernor  of  Gibraltar,  and  of  grati- 
tude to  a  powerful  and  gracious  protector. 

C'jivmiitte  of  'M.erchanii  and  Others,  Shippers  if  G'^oJ'; 
fr(,m  the  Port  rf  London  to  ylmerica,  the  Ifes!  Indies, 
the  Btiltic,  the  M(diterranean, and  other  Foreign  Parts- 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  Depredations  lately  com- 
m:ttedon  their  property  in  the  Fori  of  Lojidon,  and  to 
detect  and  fwi'sh  the  Cffendtrs,  and  prevent  the  like 
Practices  in  future. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  19th  day  of  Nov.  iSoi, 
of  the  merchants  and  others,  shippers  of  goods,  it 
appeared  from  a  statement  then  produced,  that 
many  very  grievous  and  alarn:ing  depredations 
had  lately  been  conuriittcd  upon  their  property, 
and  that  various  quantities  of  Goods  had  been  sto- 
len out  of  the  trunks,  boxes,  and  cases,  in  Avhich 
they  were  packed,  after  the  same  had  been  deliver- 
ed out  of  the  merchants'  v/arehouses,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  shipped  from  tiieport  of  Loudon,  and 
which  vv'ere  supposed  to  be  so  stolen  in  their  way 
to  the  Wharfs,  from  the  Wh-arls,  or  on  the  River 
Thames.;  and  aftersuch  plunderage,  the  crunka, box- 
es, andcases,  had, in  many  instances,  been  cai  efuUy 
packed  up  again, corded  and  matted;  but  whenoptn- 
out  at  the  place  cf  destination,  nothing  was  found 
therein  hut  stones  and  rubbish.  In  other  iustan- 
ces,  part  of  the  goods  only  were  taken  awaj",  and 
the  ILxcise  seals  broken;  and  in  several  iuitanceS;, 
smaller  trunks,  boxes,  and  cases,  had  been  sub- 
stituted, and  filled  with  part  of  the  goods  contain- 
ed ill  the  trun'svS,  boxes,  and  cases,  in  which  their 
bad  been  originally  packed  up,  and  the  rest  wholly 
stolen;  and  whicli  nctarious  conduct  appeared  to 
have  been  syitciriati.cally  carried  on  for  a  consider- 
able time,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  owners  and 
others  interested  therein. — Resolved,  That  the 
giievances  complained  of  at  this  meeting  call  loud- 
ly for  seme  adequate  remedy  —  Pliat  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  examine  into,  and  in\cstigate  the 
isame,  and  use  the  necessary  means  to  detect  and 
pimish  the  oirendtrs,  and  consider  of  some  proper 
plan  to  prcveat  the  like  depredations  in  iuiurt. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

It  is  generally  our  lot  to  begin  our  remarks, 
under  this  head,  with  an  apology  of  a  luani  of 
ruo?i7,  which  our  readers,  perhaps,  regard  as  to- 
tally unnecessary.  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  think 
it  right  to  observe,  that  this  circumstance  alone 
prevents  us  from  entering,  in  the  present  sheet, 
into  those  observations  which  we  have  to  make 
on  the  CONVEN'TION, lately  concluded  between 
Austria  and  France.  Some  other  topics  we  arc 
also  obliged  to  postpone  ;  aitd  on  the  fcUowing 
enes,  which  call  for  immediate  attention,  we 
shall  hereafter  find  occasion  to  speak  more  at 
large  :  I.  Col.  Sebastiani's  Report  to  the  French 
Consul;  2.  The  Jlission  of  Gen.  Lasncs  to  Lis- 
bon ;  3.  A  Paris  publication  relative  to  Mr. 
Windham;  4.  The  Employm^ent  of  Eng'lish 
Shipping  in  the  Service  of  France  ;  5.  The 
Disposition  of  the  American  Govt. 
Col.  Sebastian  is  "I  On  the  audacity  of 
Report  to  the  ("this  curious  perform- 
CoNsuL  ofFrance.J  ance,  which  will  be 
found  in  p.  215,  it  is  entirely  useless  to  remark  : 
it  is,  and  must  be  apparent  to  all  the  world  ;  but 
the  humbled  world  has  so  long  been  accustomed 
to  this  species  of  insult,  it  is  so  drilled  to  an  ab- 
ject submission  to  the  v^'ill  oc  France,  that  she 
seeiTis,  at  last,  to  be,  in  some  measure,  authorized 
to  assume  the  tone  and  the  language,  made  use 
of  on  this  occasion.  It  is  useless,  too,  to  express^ 
astonishment  or  indignation  at  the  mission  of 
Sebastiani,  relative  to  our  army  in  Egypt,  or  at 
the  demand,  made  by  the  Envoy,  on  our  Ge- 
r.eral  commanding  that  army.  To  enquire  how, 
after  all  that  has  happened  ;  how,  after  the  mas- 
sacres  of  Alexandria  and  of  Jaffa,  an  emissary 
of  Buonaparte  could  find  confidence  to  present 
himself,  totally  defenceless,  before  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Egypt  ar.d  the  coiTimanders  of  the 
Turks,  or  how  it  came  ts  pass  that  he  was  so 
graciously  received  by  both  ;  to  make  an  enquiry 
iikc  this,  th'High  it  should  result  in  a  clear  de- 
velopment of  the  causes,  would  be  of  equal 
inutility.  The  only  question  worthy  of  our 
solicitude,  is,  what  is  the  object  of  the  report  .- 
And  this  question  will  at  once  be  satisfactorily 
resolved,  by  comparing  the  praftice  of  France, 
in  this  case,  with  her  former  practice  under  si- 
milar circumstances. —  If  we  look  over  the 
gloomy  history  of  the  last  fourteen  years,  from 
the  seizure  of  Avignon,  which  was  highly  ap- 
plauded by  the  English  journalists,  to  the  late 
cruel  invasion  of  Switzerland,  which  those  jour- 
nalists condemned,  we  shall  find,  that,  previous 
to  the  commission  of  every  act  of  encroachment 
or  hostility,  the  French  have  uniformly  signified 
their  intc'ntion  to  the  world,  and  that  too,  not 
only  in  the  same  style  and  manner,  but  also 
through  the  columns  of  tliat  same  Monitcur, 
which,  at  this  moment,  conveys  their  behests  to 
the  utmost  corners  of  the  earth,  and  the  uninter- 
rupted existence  of  which,  while  its  successive 
editors  have  been  destroyed,  renders  it  no  im- 
perfcil:  type  of  the  Republic  itself.  These  in- 
timations serve  two  great  purposes,  the  first  of 
which  is  to  disguise  some  principal  part  of  the 
plan  and  of  the  ultimate  object.  To  keep  the 
whole  a  secret  would  be  impossible,  and,  tiiere- 
fore,  enough  is  developed  to  bewilder,  mislead, 


embarrass,  and  to  produce  inactivity  ia  those, 
from  whom  opposition  might  reasonably  be  ap- 
prehended. Bur,  the  chief  purpose  is,  to  fa- 
miliarize the  minds  of  men  to  the  possibility,  and 
even  the  probabiiitv,  of  the  stroki:  which  is  about 
to  be  inflicted  on  tliem,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  subdue  their  spirits,  to  deprive  them  of  all 
hope  from  resistance,  and  to  reconcile  them  to 
submission,  by  a  grand,  a  dazzling,  and  a  terri- 
fic display  of  her  means.  This  is  the  art  by 
which  France  has  extended  her  power;  by  which 
the  lowest  -.'f  mankind  have  risen  to  more  than 
imperial  sway,  and  by  which  crowns  have  been 
tumbled  in  the  dust;  and;' never  was  this  potent 
art  more  judiciously  employed,  or,  we  fear, 
with  a  fairer  prospefil  of  success,  than  in  the 
instance  before  us. — No  resentment  his  been 
expressed,  at  this  report,  in  those  English  jour- 
nals, through  which  our  wise  and  modest  mi- 
nisters are  accustomed  to  convey  their  impotent 
attacks  on  their  adversaries ;  we  have  observed, 
from  that  quarter,  nuthing  that  has  even  the 
air  of  disapprobation ;  and,  though  the  re-oc- 
cupation of  Egypt  is  evidetiriy  the  intention  of 
Buonaparte,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  commands  of  Col.  Sebastiani  will  be 
instantly  obeyed,  and  that  Gen.  Stuart  and  his 
army  will  evacuate  the  only  posts  remaining  in 
©ur  hands. — Had  vv^e  retained  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  occupation  of  Egypt  by  France  might 
have  been  of  little  consequence  ;  but,  with  that 
important  post  also  in  her  hands,  she  v/ill,  in  a 
very  little  time,  shake  to  its  centre  our  much 
envied  pt^wer  in  India. — The  fate  of  Jv'Ialta  still 
hangs  on  the  balance,  and,  indeed,  the  Cape 
is  said  not  to  be  completely  given  up;  but,  if 
the  question  becomes  that  of  war  or  peace,  we 
have  very  little  hope,  unkss  a  speedy  change  in 
His  Majesty's  servants  tikes  place,  to  see  either 
of  these  important  stations  preserved  to  Great 
Britain. 

Mission  ov~\  This  is,  perhaps,  the  gross- 
Gen.  Lasnes  rest  affront,  that  ever  was  of- 
to  LrsGON.J  fcred  to  any  independent  na- 
tion, and  particularly  to  a  nation,  to  whom  the 
affronting  power  professes  to  be  bound  by  the 
ties  of  amity.  Lasnes  is  not  only  (see  p.  179) 
sent  back  to  LisDon,  but  sent  with  ^\\  entire  ap~ 
probation  of  his  conduci  towards  that  justly  of- 
fended Court.  A  proceeding  more  inoffensive 
than  that  of  the  Portuguese  towards  him  cannot 
be  conctived  ;  and,  the  sending  him  back  in  this 
way,  anaounts  to  nothing  short  of  a  declaration, 
that  that  country  is  in  a  state  of  vassalage  to 
France.  So  glaring  is  the  insolence  of  this  mea- 
sure, that  it  has  awakened  the  anger,  real  or 
fc^ned,  of  the  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
which  is  known  to  speak,  on  rnost  occasions,  the 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Fox.  *'  It  will,"  says  that 
journal  of  the  5th  instant,  "  be  shameful  if  this 
"  country  permit  the  French  to  trample  upon 
"  J'ortugal." — Ferjnit  !  But,  does  Mr.  Fox  re- 
colleft,  that  Gen.  Lasnes  is  one  of  the  most 
zealous  agents  for  carrying  that  "  commercial 
"  rivality,'"  (in  English  ri-vahhip'),  which  Mr. 
Fox  says  is  the  only  objeft  of  France,  and  from 
which  he  apprehends  no  mischief  to  this  country? 
Does  he,  besides,  reco!le6l,  that  he  approved  of 
the  peace  because  "  it  was  glorious  to  France 
"  and  to  the  First  Consul,"  of  that  peace  which 
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expo'icd  Portugal  to  be  trampled  on,  which 
sanctioned  the  trampling  on  her,  and  which 
miiit  be  chinged  into  war,  before  we  can  even 
think  of  preventing  this  degradation  of  our  an- 
tient  and  most  faithful  ally  ?  "  Permil,"  in- 
deed !  whst  a  word  to  be  made  usecf  bybim,  who 
was  nine  years  calling  fcr  peace  "  on  any  terms," 
and  who  now  tells  the  people  of  England,  that 
*'  they  f>  aj,'  be  subjugated  but  they  must  eat  /" 
What  a  word  to  be  made  use  of  by  a  writer,  who 
must  know,  that  we  cannot  protect  Portu^^al 
without  arms,  and  who  tells  us,  that,  to  e;iiploy 
those  arms  is  certain  and  instant  death  ! — 
"  Permit,"  truely  !  if  the  present  '•ystem  is 
continued  but  a  liitle  longer,  we  shall  not  have 
to  enquire  what  ive  ought  to  permit  France  to 
do  in  rortua;al,  but  wh'it  she  will  permit  ui  to  do 
there.  She  is  not  ready  for  the  measurcyet,  but, 
the  rfioment  she  is,  she  will  order  the  ports  and 
harbours  of  thit  count:y  to  be  shut  against  us,  hy 
which  operatj^m  she  will  call  t>  her  aid  the 
clamours  of  no  contemptible  portion  of  our  nier- 
chiuts  ni»d  manufafturers,  who  will  blame,  not 
the  ambition  and  injustice  of  France,  but  what- 
ever may  remain  of  the  spirit  of  resiitance  in 
thtir  cv.-n  government. 

A  FRENCH  PL'BLi-~J  In  page  182  of  the 
CATJON  kelative  /'present  Number  v.ill 
TO  MR.  WINDHAM.  J  be  found  an  article, 
pub'.iihed  at  Paris,  in  a  paper  called  the 
AuGUS,  which  is  well  knov/n  to  be  conducted 
by  the  condemned  and  pardoned  traitor  Ar- 
'jHUR  O'CoKNOR.  This  article  repeats  the 
thartre,  which  h:is  heretofore  been  preferred  by 
the  Moniteur  against  Mr,  Windham,  of  havin^' 
eicouragtd  an  attempt  to  assassinate  Buonaparte, 
and  the  proof,  which  the  Moniteur  has  obsti- 
rii.tely  refrained  from  producing,  this  vile  traitor 
fefFiCts  to  have  discovered  in  a  speech  dcii'-ercd 
in  Parliament  by  the  gentleman  accused.  We 
should  not  have  noticed  this  libel  had  not  our 
ittention  been  awakened  by  a  defencs  of  Mr. 
Windham  inserted  in  the  London  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, v.here,  though  the  charge  is  repelled,  the 
writer  observes,  that  Mr.  Windham  said,  upon 
the  subject,  what  was,  perhaps,  not  very  dis- 
creet. Now,  the  fact  is,  that  Mr.  V\indham, 
so  far  from  ever  having  abetted,  by  any  of  his 
speeches,  a  scheme  of  assassinat'on,  has,  on  all 
occasions,  declared  his  conviction,  that  no  gor^d 
could  be  expected  to  this  country  from  any 
change  that  could  possibly  take  place  in  the  per- 
yj-fis  of  the  revolutionists  at  the  head  of  the 
government  of  France.  In  his  speech  of  4.  Nov., 
1801,  this  opinion  was  fully  and  explicitly 
staled.  *  Mr.  V/indham  never  attempted  to 
build  a  hope  upon  so  uncertain,  so  disgraceful  a 
foundation.  We,  too,  the  Paris  traitor  h%s 
thought  it  wonh  his  while  to  accuse  of  inti- 
gating  the  assassination  of  the  Consul,  and  of 
speaking,  on  this  subject  the  sentiments  of  Mr. 
■V\'indham.  If  we  have  spoken  that  gent'cmr.n's 
sentiments,  here  they  are,  as  expres^,ed  several 
months  ago.  "  Bjonaparte  has  returned  to 
"  Paris  safe  and  sound,  in  spite  of  the  prayers 
"  and  predictions  of  the  timid  herd,  who  v.-ere 
"  in  hopes  ff  losing  their  fears  in  his  loss  of 
*'  life.  There  are  none  but  the  basest  of  cow- 
"  ards.  who  look  to  the   death  of  this  man  as  a 

"  See  Register,  Vol.  IJ.  p.  J ICI. 


"  deliverance  from  danger.  Yet,  disgraceful 
"  as  is  the  facts,  the  hope  of  no  small  portion 
"  of  the  advocates  of  peace  have  no  bctier,  no 
"  more  honourable  foundation.  Those  who, 
"  like  ourselves,  were  opposed  to  a  disgraceful 
"  peace  with  yuonaparte,  do  not,  nor  ever 
'*  did,  entertain  any  such  foolish  hope  ;  we 
"  know  that  if  he  WL-re  dead  to-morrow,  ano- 
"  ther,  perhaps  even  more  d-.^ngerous,  would 
"  arise  to  fill  his  place  :  wc  are  for  the  em- 
"  ployment  of  no  base  means  of  f^ffence  or  dc- 
*'  fence,  but  are  for  a  foir  and  honourable  con- 
"  test  between  the  two  nations,  in  which,  witU 
•'  God's  g'^oj  help,  we  should  hope  to  come 
"  oif  vicionou".  and  to  rescue  our  country  from 
'•  impending  roin  and  slavery."  f  — in  truth, 
there  is  no  man  of  mind  who  counts  the  per- 
son of  Buonaparte  as  of  any  great  consequence, 
one  way  or  tlte  other.  The  little  daring  Cor- 
sican  happened  to  be  chosen  as  a  proper  organ 
of  the  will  of  the  republican  French,  but  al- 
most any  other  man  of  courage  would  have  done 
as  well.  He  is  peifect'y  illiterate  ;  everything 
that  falls  either  from  h's  lips  or  his  pen  bespeaks 
not  only  a  want  of  acquired  knowledge  but  a 
native  em.ptiness,  and,  were  sr  not  for  the 
million  of  soldiers  that  are  at  his  back,  his  b  jm- 
bastical  manifestoes  and  phiilipics  would  excite 
nothing  b;jt  disgust  i^n6  ridicule.  No,  no  ;  it  is 
not  this  man  that  England  and  the  world  has  to 
fear  ;  it  is  the  spirit  of  the  French  Republic, 
that  restless,  thatainbitious  spirit,  wlJch  must  be 
subdued,  or  v.-hich  will  sur-due  this  country. 
There  are  a  thousand,  ten  thousand,  men  ia 
France,  either  of  whom  would  fill  the  Consul- 
ship as  well,  or  tetter,  than  the  Corsican* 
None  but  the  cowards  who  tremble  st  his  name, 
the  vulgar  pol;tic!ins,  whose  views  never  extend 
beyood  the  present  moment  ;  none  else,  have 
any  hope  of  good  from  the  death  of  this  man.— 
W^hy  this  charge  is  so  often  revived  again-t  Mr. 
\Vindham  is  verv  evident,  it  is  one  of  the  ways, 
in  which  the  French  tell  the  people  of  England, 
th-it  Mr.  Jfindliam  must  be  kept  out  of  povser. 
There  was  a  time  when  such  an  intii.nation 
V. ou'd  have  produced  a  contrary  eScct  ;  for,  ic 
is  pretty  clear,  that  the  man,  whom  our  greatest 
enemy  hates  most,  must  be  our  best  friend  -,  but 
the  preservation  of  tlie  honour az6  ind-^ptnder.ce  of 
EngUnd  is  no  Icngtr  the  principil  object  of  her 
degenerate  sons,  the  preservation  of  peace,  ou 
any  terms  hov/evcr  degrading  and  ultimately 
destructive,  is  all  they  care  for  or  think  of,  and, 
thertf^re  it  is,  that  the  French  are  continually 
preferring,  against  Mr.  Windham,  such  loud 
and  outr^igeous  complaints  as  must  produce  aa 
impression  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  that,  if 
he,  or  his  friends  v.-ere  in  power,  peace  could 
not  be  preserved  with  France.  We  do  not  say 
th^t  Mr.  Windham  is  the  only  man  capable  of 
saving  tiie  country  ;  b-it  this  we  hsve  no 
scruple  to  say,  that,  if  it  be  saved  from  the 
tremendous  dangers  !?iat  threaten  it,  that  salva- 
tion must  be  wroug-.t  by  an  adoption  of  the 
principles  of  Mr.  W;ndhHni  ;  those  principles 
may,  and  those  principles  alone  can,  preserve 
this  kingdom  frcm  being  an  appendage  to 
France. — No  wonder,  then,  that  he  is  hated  by 
the  French  ;    no  v/mder   that  they  rack  their 
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invention  for  chsrges  against  him  ;  no  wonder 
that  they  misrepresent  what  he  has  said,  and 
impute  to  him  wliat  he  never  has  said  ;  no 
wonder,  in  short,  that  the  traitor  O'Connor 
should  lend  his  hand  to  destroy  the  reputation 
of  Mr.  Windham,  or  that  traitr.r  should  he 
indirectly  seconded  by  the  London  Morning 
Chronicle,  by  that  very  paper  in  which  O'Con- 
ner  was  defended. 

Employment  \  It  is  still  said,  that  English 
OF  English  (ships  are  to  be  employed  by 
SHIPS  BY  THE /the  P'rench  in  sending  out 
French.  *  troops  to  St.  Uomingo.     The 

ministers,  it  seems,  have  acted  with  tlieir  usual 
candour.  They  hive  neither  refused  nor  per- 
mitted the  hire  of  the  ships  in  question.  Buo- 
naparte will,  if  he  be  wise,  have  them  at  any 
price  ;  because  he  will  have  the  sailors  along 
wnth  them,  and  it  will  be  his  fault  if  the  latter 
ever  return  to  the  service  of  England.  It  would, 
perhaps  be  prudent  to  send  sotne  of  them  back, 
by  way  of  call-bn-ds,  to  entice  others,  or,  as  oc- 
casion might  serve,  to  inculcate,  in  the  British 
fleet,  those  principles,  which  may,  with  no  very 
great  difficulty,  be  taught  them  during  an  expe- 
dition to  St.  Domingo.  The  fact  is,  that  every 
British  sailor,  going  upon  this  service,  will  fall 
by  the  y.ellow  fever,  cr,  which  is  infinitely  worse, 
will  become,  in  heart,  a  republican  Frenchman. 
Another  evil  arising  from  this  contract,  is,  the 
new  and  additional  hold,  which  France  will 
thereby  obtain  on  the  hearts,  that  is  to  say,  the 
purses,  of  this  nation.  Every  guinea,  v^-hich 
she  adds  to  her  debts  here,  is  another  link  added 
to  the  chain  she  is  forging  for  us.  The  Ameri- 
cans owed  us  five  nnlllo-ds  sterling;  a  solemn 
treaty  was  made  for  its  payment  ;  tlicy  chose  not 
to  pay,  and  we  commuted  the  sum  f>jr  six  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds^  because  we  v.'0uld  not  go 
to  war  ;  and  we  would  not  go  to  vv'ar,  because 
British  subjects  have  always  in  America,  seven 
millions  of  money  owing  to  them  for  goods,  and 
hold  about  ten  millions  more  in  the  funds  of  that 
country.  This  fact,  while  it  points  out  the  con- 
sequences of  our  becoming  the  creditor  of  trance, 
is  no  very  feeble  illustration  of  the  maxim,  of  the 
iiddingtonsand  Hawkesburies,  that  the  country  is 
to  be  defended  and  preserved  by  its  capital 
alone. 

Disposition  \  Much  pains  seems  to  have 
OF  THE  Ame-  f  been  taken  to  inculcate  a  belief, 
Ric^N  Go-  fthat  the  American  government 
VERNJ.IENT.  3  is  hostile  to  France,  and  of 
course,  friendly  to  England  ;  but,  we  must  con- 
fess, that  we  perceive  no  symptoms  of  either, 
Tiie  President's  official  declaration  is,  as  we 
before  observed,  perfectly  equivocal,  and,  in  h:s 
more  prvate  acts,  we  can  see  nothing  that 
fivour?.  the  opinion  above  st"ted.  He  has,  like 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and  ?/Ir.  Fox,  accepted,  with 
great  satisfaction,  the  /z^v.-o^.t  of  a  membership 
in  the  National  Institute  of  Fr;;nce,  the  honour 
of  being  adopted  into  the  "Western  Fa- 
mily •'"  and,  "if  what  we  see  in  the  American 
p--:pers'be  true,  he  has  shown  his  friendt.hip  for 
our  countrv  and  his  rect:ect  for  o.ir  King  by  in- 
vii'P'^  the  'British  Charge  des  Affaires  tc  dinner; 


in  company  with   Tom  Paine,  a  man  famous 

for  nothing  but  his  blasphemy,  and  iiis  hatred  of 
England.  It  is  even  stated,  in  those  prints, 
that  the  Charge  des  Affaires  actually  dined  with 
this  man.  We  do  not  believe  it,  we  cannot  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Thornton  would  do  any  thing  im- 
proper, and  especially  a  thing  like  this  ;  but,  if 
It  be  so,  if  he,  being  the  representative  of  our  so- 
vereign, really  has  placed  himself  at  table  in  com- 
pany with  an  out-lbw  from  England,  alibelltrof, 
a  rebel  and  a  traitor  against,  that  sovereign  ;  if 
this  really  be  true,  certain  we  are,  that  Mr. 
Thornton  ought  never  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
again  bringing  upon  his  king  and  country  such 
indelible  disgrace.  Bur  we  repeat  our  confident 
hope,  that  the  report  is  false  :  we  had  once  the  ho- 
nour to  know  Mr.  Thornton,  and,  from  all  that  ' 
we  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  discovering,  repect- 
ing  both  his  religious  and  political  principles,  lie 
is  the  last  man  in  the  world  whom  we  should 
suspect  to  be  capable  of  an  act  so  disgustingly 
disgraceful.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  we- 
think,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  Pain'e  was  sent 
for  to  America  by  the  President,  thit  he  has  been 
received  by  him  wiiJi  open  arms,  that  he  is  kept 
about  hi^  person,  and  is  one  of  hi?  privy-counsel- 
lors, '(his,  though  not  a  positive  proof,  is,  at 
least,  a  strong  indication  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  politi- 
cal bent,  and  particularly  of  his  disposition  to- 
wards England,  against  the  sovereign  and  govern- 
ment of  which  the  miscreant  Paine  has  renewed 
his  attacks  even  since  his  arrival  in  America.  As 
to  whac  is  said  in  the  London  newspapers  about 
Mr.  Jei'ferson  having  expressed  liis  abhorrence 
of  the  tyranny  of  Buonaparte,  and  his  opinion 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  America  and  Eng- 
land to  unite  in  rtpelling  his  ambitious  aggres- 
sions, we  believe  but  very  little.  Mr.  jErrcRsoN 
does  not  love  fightiur; ;  he  always  preferred  run- 
ning away,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  so  do- 
ing; and,  we  are  sincerely  persuaded,  that,  as  to 
the  honour  and  independence  of  his  country,  he 
would  not  care  to  venture  much  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  either,  or  of  both  together.  America  is, 
in  fact,  very  much  under  the  rule  of  a  small  band 
of  English  and  Irish  traitor?,  who,  with  the  po- 
tent aid  of  a  few  printing  presses,  are  able  to  do 
more  than  any  hundred  thousand  of  the  richest 
men  in  the  country  ;  and  these  miscreants  are 
readv  for  any  thing  that  may,  either  immediately 
or  remote'y  injure  Great  Britain  ;  a  sort  of  feel- 
ing, in  which,  by  the  by,  we  are  afraid  they  will 
not  find  it  extremely  diflicult  to  make  the  Presi- 
dent pai  cicipatc.  •  Inshore,  we  place  no  reliance 
on  Mr.  Jefferson's  good  disposition  towards 
England.  He  hates  England  from  the  bottom  of 
his  soul ;  he  must  and  he  will  hate  her;  and  most 
cruelly  v/ill  our  government  be  disappointed,  if  it 
expects  ever  to  receive  from  him  any  hearty  co- 
operation for  the  purpose  of  frustrating  the  views 
of  France. __^ 

NOTICES. 

We  have  received,  from  our  worthy  friend  Mr. 
J.  TiETEKSER,  "  a  parting  word  to  Candidus  with 
"  a  little  truth  to  Verax." — This  letter  shall  ap- 
pear in  our  next  without  fail. 

*jt*  A  new  edition  (hemg  the  fifth)  of  No.  25,  of 
Vol.  [I-  containing  the  narrative  of  the  ta- 
king OF  THE  Invincible  Standard,  has  just  beta 
printed,  and  may  be  lud  at  every  place  where  this 
work  is  usually  sold. 

LONDON, 
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MK.    ADDINGTON    AND    THE    MAIDSTONE 
OPPOSITION. 

Sir, — Observing  a  statement  in  the  Sun 
Newspaper  of  Tuesday  last,  purporting  to  be 
a  picture  of  the  political  parties  in  this 
country,  wherein  the  wi^iter  hn;  insidiously 
attempted  to  thrown  mc-t  undeserved  odium 
on  Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  Windham,  &c.  and 
spoken  in  terms  of  great  prnise  of  certain 
political  characters,  on  account  of  their 
having  given  their  hitherto  with-held  sup- 
port to  Mr.  AddinglfUi  and  his  measures, 
and  also  insinuating  that  the  late  opposition 
to  the  Navy  Bill  for  remedying  abuses  in  the 
Dock-yards,  &c.  originated  in  pique  and 
improper  motives,  I  cannot  suffer  such  a  pa- 
per to  pass  unnoticed  or  unanswered. — The 
opposition  to  the  Navy  Bill  was  on  two 
grounds ;  first,  the  infringement  of  the  law  of 
the  land;  and  secondly,  its  inexpediency, 
and  the  pretext  it  afforded  the  Admiralty, 
and  Navy  Boards,  of  getting  rid  of  a  very 
great  part  of  their  business,  at  the  public 
expense,  and  to  the  increase  of  an  overbear- 
ing patronage.  The  opposition  to  that 
measure  had  in  view  the  real,  sound,  and  ra- 
dical cure  of  the  disorders  in  the  Dock- 
yards, by  constitutional  means,  in  a  speedy 
and  easy  manner.  It  wished  to  compel 
those  commissioners  who  had  been  for  years 
receiving  the  public  reward  for  their  alleg- 
ed services,  to  cure  those  dis')rders  ihat  had 
crept  into  the  departments  under  their  ma- 
nagement, at  least,  in  part  through  their  lax 
attendance  to  the  business  entrusted  to  them. 
Let  any  one  step  forth  and  invalidate,  if  he 
can,  the  statements  that  have  been  made  on 
this  head.  Let  him  advance,  he  shall  be 
met  with  damning  proofs,  and  proofs  upon 
proofs. — As  to  the  other  topic  in  that  demi- 
official  paper,  the  acquisition  of  certain  po- 
litical characters  to  the  ministerial  party,  I 
wish  the  minister  much  joy  of  his  new  as- 
sociates. Alas  I  What  does  the  public  ser- 
vice gain  by  it?  Had  those  same  men  come 
forward  with  their  approbation  and  support 
of  measures  during  the  late  contest  for  our 
very  existence  as  a  nation,  we  should  not  be 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  having  to 
make  the  allusions  we  do  to  our  present  dan- 
gerous situation.  J  assert.  Sir,  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  kingdom,  that  our  present  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  in  great  part  proceed 
from  the  uniform  and  systematic  opposition 
of  these  very  men,  to  every  measure,  how- 
ever salutary,  of  the  late  administration: 
That  o[)position  paved  the  way  for  the  dis- 
graceful peace  of  Amiens  :  that  opposition 
did  away  all  those  vulgar  prejudices,  love  of 
our  king,  country,  and  constitution.  They 
began  with  the  greatest  praise  of  the  French 
revolution,  in  and  out  of  Parliament ;  t!uit"!o- 

Vot.  III. 


FEBRUARY  12,  1803.  [194 

rious  monument  of  human  whdom  was  echoed 
in  our  ears  at  every  meeting  of  the  disatfect- 
ed,  that  could  be  got  together  from  the  lo\v- 
'  est  dregs  oi  the  people.  Nay,  the  speaker's 
mace  (certainly  in  republican  jargon,  a  hau- 
hlc,)  did  not  Impose  the  decent  and  necessary 
restipint  on  parliamentary  debate,  but  eveiy 
expression  of  contempt  and  infamy,  couched 
in  language  the  most  coarse,  was  bestowed 
on  every  measure  that  tended  in  the  smallest 
degree  to  the  protection  of  the  British  crown 
and  constitution,  and  to  the  check  of  the 
horrors  of  republican  success.  On  which 
side  did  these  men  range  themselves  ?  Did 
they  vote  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war 
into  which  Ave  were  forced  by  our  inveterate 
enemy  in  our  self  defence.'  Did  they  not 
stigmatize  every  legal  means  resorted  to 
(almost  indeed  too  late)  for  the  suppression 
of  treason  itself,  as  illegal  and  tyrannical  i* 
Did  not  they  assert,  over  and  over  again,  that 
no  treasonable  plots  did  exist ;  and  to  crown 
all,  did  they  not  at  Maidstone  put  the  seal 
to  their  former  conduct,  by  identifying  theic 
politics  with  those  of  the  most  infamous  and 
abandoned  traitor  that  ever  did  exist.  Nay, 
has  not  the  chief  leader  of  that  oppositioa 
repeatedly  said,  "  I  rejoice  at  peace  because 
"  it  is  glorious  for  France  and  the  First  Con- 
"  sul."  And  yet,  can  the  respectable  Mr, 
Jddingi07i,  can  he,  the  friend  of  Pitt  and  hh 
gold;  of  that  Pitt  whose  wise  measurss 
formed  a  saving  barrier  to  the  desolating 
career  of  French  horrors,  can  he  call  these 
men  to  his  aid  in  the  hour  of  peril,  whca 
the  gaunt  banner  of  Buonaparte  waves  over 
Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany,  France,  Bel- 
gium, and  Holland  ?  The  line  of  conduct 
pursued  by  these  men,  taught  our  foe  to  con- 
sider us  as  a  divided  people;  it  emboldened 
his  unbounded  pretensions  and  aggressions  ; 
it  appalled  the  royalists;  it  kept  back  those 
from  declaring  themselves  in  our  favour, 
who  otherwise  would  have  entered  most 
heartily  into  our  cause,  the  cause  of  Europe 
and  the  civilized  world.  But  when  the 
trials  at  Maidstone  ended  so  triumphantly 
for  treason,  when  the  evidence  there  given 
was  known  in  France,  its  rulers  already  jiro- 
mised  themselves  the  utmost  success  her9» 
When  they  heard  that  a  nobleman  of  tiie 
highest  rank,  and  a  privy  counsellor  too, 
presided  at  a  club,  and  gave  as  a  toast  t!ie 
'*  sovereignty  of  the  people,"  they  pictured 
to  themselves  the  Earl  Marshall's  staff  of 
honour  emblazoned  with  all  the  kingly 
achievements,  by  republican  and  jacobin  arts 
turned  into  thedeadiy  pike  surmounted  with 
the  cap  of  liberty,  and  reeking  Vvith  the 
blood  of  every  thing  ancient,  noble,  and  ho- 
nourable. It  was  on  this  division,  in  and 
out  of  Parliament,  ti^it  iht  v  founded  thtir 
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hopes  of  final  triufnph.  It  was  this  that 
raised  and  appointed  ibg  army  of  England, 
!t'iiey  argued,  and  very  wisely  too,  that  mat- 
ters must  be  very  tar  gone  indeed,  when  Bri- 
lish  senators  became  their  advocates  and 
eulogists,  and  branded  the  confederacy  en- 
t  red  into  by  England  on  the  purest  grounds, 
those  of  self  defence,  as  a  combination  of 
tyrants  and  despots.  To  make  good  this 
part  of  my  assertion,  I  appeal  to  the  repeated 
declarations  of  honest  X.  Y.  Talleyrand  to 
Lord  Malmesbury  during  his  embassy  at 
Paris. — To  our  representations  he  opposed, 
as  the  strongest  counterpart,  the  divisions 
among  ourselves,  and  the  bold  designs  of  the 
patriotic  party,  as  it  was  most  falsely  called. 
And  can  the  acquisition  of  these  men  be  a 
matter  of  triumph  to  any  minister  ?  No,  no; 
surely  not.  It  may  indeed  be  a  matter  of 
triumph  to  the  venal  conductor  of  a  news- 
paper, that  is  all  things  by  turns  to  all  men, 
to  panegyrize  such  a  coalition  ;  but  to  those 
who  have  the  honour  and  interest  of  their 
country  at  heart,  it  is  a  matter  of  dismay. 
What  good  can  come  from  such  a  monstrous 
union  ? 

No7i  tall  auxUio  iicc  (hfensoribus  isiis 
Temp  us  cg^:. 

In  this  day  we  want  those  tried  men, 
whose  unseduced  principles  and  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  crown  and  constitution  of  these 
realms,  have  steered  us  through  the  most 
troubled  and  dangerous  period  this  country 
and  Europe  ever  saw,  and  who  have  proved 
themselves  well  fitted  to  encounter  the  por- 
tentous difiiculties  which  await  us  on  every 
side.  Those  praisers  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion are  not  the  men  ;  I  fear  them,  1  di.stru&t 
them,  I  hate  them  in  and  out  of  place. — 
They  cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon,  they 
cannot  admire  Republican  France,  and  love 
Old  England  ;  they  cannot  worship  the  God- 
dess of  Reason  wlih  her  Pike  and  Bonnet 
Rouge,  and  venerate  the  Imperial  British 
Crown  and  Mitre  at  the  same  time. 

I  am,  ckc.     R.  B. 

SilFdrucry,  1S03, 

O  N  T  H  E   EVACUATION   OF  A I  A  L  T  A  . 

Sir, -—I  have  observed  that  tlie  intelli- 
gence and  o}>inions  given  in  your  Register 
are  for  the  most  part  well  f(>i;ndeJ  ;  but  I 
suspect  that  the  following  article  in  your 
Paper  of  the  8th  inst.  was  not  inserted  with 
your  usual  attention.  "  Malta  will,  we 
"  believe,  be  given  up  in  a  sl;ort  time. 
*'  The  pretended  guarar.lee,  which  our 
*'  ministers  will  affect  to  have  obtained 
"  from  Russia  is,  in  t"act  and  in  truth,  a 
*'•  mandate  on  the  part  of  that  power,  con- 
"  jointly  with  France,  that  we  should  ful- 
"  111  the   treaty  of  Amiens."    (p.   30}. — 


That  Russia  and  France  may  have  required 
the  evacuation  of  Malta  in  a  mandatory 
style  I  can  easily  believe;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  recruits  lately  sent  thither,  and 
the  supposed  orders  for  a  part  of  the  Egyp- 
tian army  to  re-inforce  that  garrison,  not- 
withstanding the  manifest  and  incalculable 
importance  of  this  island  to  Great  Britain, 
and  our  undeniable  right  under  the  exist- 
ing circumstances  to  retain  it,  yet  have  I 
strong  apprehensions  that  our  ministry  may 
be  induced  to  yield  to  this  imperious  and 
unreasonable  demand  :  but  that  this  evacu- 
ation of  Malta  has  been  demanded,  or  will 
be  agreed  to  as  •&. paformmice  of  the  treaty  of 
yl;:i:e/is,  I  never  can  believe  until  I  see  it 
publicly  avowed.  For  to  set  up  this  pre- 
tence in  such  pointed  contradiction  to  the 
terms  of  that  treaty  would,  on  the  parts 
of  Russia  and  France,  be  an  useless  waste 
of  insolence  and  falsehood  ;  whilst  on  the 
part  of  our  ministry,  it  would  be  a  foolish 
and  hopeless  attempt  to  make  the  nation 
believe — basely  prone  as  it  seems  to  be 
to  believe  any  thing  that  promises  to  defer, 
even  for  a  single  month,  a  renewal  of  the 
war — it  would,  I  say,  be  impossible  to  dupe 
even  this  nation  into  a  belief,  that  the  eva- 
cuating of  Malta,  until  a  Grand  Master,  or 
h;s  lawful  commissaries  were  present  in 
the  island  to  assume  the  government  of  it, 
would,  with  any  appearanceof  propriety  or 
truth,  be  called  ■a.  j.crformnnce  of  the  treaty  of 
Atniens.  No,  Sir ;  whenever  that  baleful 
event  shall  take  place,  it  must  be  in  virtue 
of  a  new  negotiation,  derogatory  from  the 
treaty  of  Amiens.  Under  this  conviction, 
I  have  repeatedly  and  carefuly  examined 
the  treaty  ;  and  the  only  passage  which 
seems,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  to  afford 
the  slightest  opening  to  a  new  negotiation 
on  the  subject  of  Malta,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  second  stipulation  of  the  tenth  article. 
The  words  are  these  :  "  The  governments 
"  of  the  French  Republic  and  Great  Bri- 
*'  tain,  desirous  to  place  the  order  and  islavd 
"  of  Malta  in  a  state  of  entire  indepen- 
"  donee  with  respect  to  tliemselves,  agree," 
8cc.  &c. — and  then  follow  the  particular  sti- 
pulations. Now,  I  can  imagine,  that  the 
Courts  of  St.  Peterburgh  and  Paris,  pre- 
suming on  their  own  power  and  the  ap- 
parent disposition  and  conduct  of  this  coun- 
try, might  insist — -That  by  the  spirit  of  the 
above  declaration,  which  serves  as  an  intro- 
duction to  ail  the  subsequent  stipulations 
relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Malta,  it  is 
clenr  that  tlu*  principal  aim  and  primaiy 
object  of  ih.e  contracting  powers  were, 
that  Malta  should  be  completely  indepen- 
dent of  themselves.  That  by  the  words 
of  the  fourth  stipulation  the  island    was 
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indeed  to  be  restored  to  the  Order,  having 
.assembled  and  regularly  elected  a  Grand 
Master,  which  were  considered  to  be  svicii 
practicable  and  certain  events,  that  they 
were  expected  to  take  place  within  three 
months,  or  possibly  less,  as  appears  from 
that  being  the  time  fixed  for  the  withdraw- 
ing of  the  British  troops.  But  unforeseen 
.circiinij^tances  having  prevented  those  events 
for  almost  a  whole  year,  and  there  being 
now  no  prospect  or  probability  that  the 
Order  will  assemble  and  elect  a  Grand 
Master  ;  good  faith  requires  that  the  treaty 
of  Amiens  shall  be  executed  as  far  as  it  is 
practicable,  and  pursuant  to  its  true  spirit 
and  meaning.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  be- 
come requisite  that  a  negotiation  should 
be  opened,  in  order  that  a  time  may  be 
lixed  for  the  British  forces  to  evacuate,  and 
for  the  Neapolitan  garrison  to  take  pos- 
session of  Malta,  as  it  is  provided  by  the 
treaty  of  Amiens;  which  garrison,  under 
the  protecting  guarantee  of  Russia,  may 
keep  that  island  completely  independent 
both  of  France  and  Great  Britain. — Having 
thus  stated  the  most  plausible  reasoning 
that  occurs  to  me  in  favour  of  a  new  nego- 
tiation on  this  subject,  I  will  now  offer 
what  seems  to  be  a  fair  and  honourable 
answer  on  the  part  of  the  British  ministry. 
— By  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  "  the  island  of  Malta  is  to  be 
*'  restored  to  the  Order,  and  the  British 
*'  forces  are  to  evacuate  it,  when  a  Grand 
*'  Master,  duly  elected,  or  his  lawful  com- 
*'  missaries  shall  be  present  to  assume  the 
*'  government  of  it."  The  words  are  plain 
and  positive;  there  is  no  alternative,  no 
provision  for  our  evacuating  the  island  in 
favour  of  any  other  power,  or  under  any 
other  circumstances.  And  this  you  do  in 
effect  acknowledge,  by  appealing  from  the 
letter  which  admits  of  but  one  construction, 
to  the  s/iirh  of  the  treaty,  which  might 
open  a  wide  and  dangerous  field  to  vague 
conjecture  and  sophistical  interpretation  : 
and  in  truth,  we  may  learn  from  history, 
that  appeals  of  this  sort  seldom  terminate 
in  any  increase  of  good  understanding  or 
amity.  So  that  it  seems  upon  the  whole  to 
be  more  for  the  good  of  mankind  that 
treaties  of  peace  should  be  performed  to 
the  letter,  even  with  some  inconvenience, 
rather  than  that  the  spirit  of  tliem  should 
be  too  curiously  inquired  into,  or  Insisted 
on.  Having  stated  this  remark  as  aground 
of  general  objection  to  the  proposed  ne- 
gotiation, we  will  now  answer  particularly 
to  the  arguments  which  you  have  offered 
in  support  of  the  proposal. — From  the  de- 
claration in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  sti- 
pulation you  infej^  that  the  independence 


of  the  island  of  Ma^ta  was  the  principal 
aim  and  primary  object  of  the  contracting 
powers.  We  deny  that  any  suchinferenca 
can  be  fairly  drawn  from  that  passage. 
The  words  are,  *'  desirous  to  place  the 
"  orJer  and  the  idaiid  in  a  state  of  indepen- 
"  deuce."  It,  is  clear,  that  they  we-e 
considered  as  one  joint  object;  neitiier  tha 
one  nor  the  other  was  a  principal  aim  or 
primary  object;  they  are  never  treated  of 
as  separate,  or  even  separable;  and  as  far 
as  the  form  of  the  treaty  can  mark  any 
priority  of  consideration,  it  is  in  favour  of 
the  Onkr,  which  occupies  the  three  first 
stipulations  of  the  tenth  article,  with  pro- 
visions for  its  restoration;  and  in  all  t!ie 
subsequent  stipulations  it  is  evidently 
supposed  that  the  Order  is  re-estabhshed. — • 
You  say,  that  "  the  assembling  of  the  Order 
"  and  the  election  of  a  Grand  Master  were 
"  exjiected  io  take  place  within  three  months, 
"  as  appears  from  that  being  the  time  fixed 
"  for  withdrawing  the  British  forces.'' — 
All  the  remaining  knights  being  either 
Spaniards,  Italians  or  German*,  France  had 
facilities  to  procure  an  assemblage  of  them, 
v.'hicii  England  could  not  have;  possibly 
therefore  you  might  at  the  time  have  good 
reason  to  expect  that  such  an  assemblage 
and  an  election  might  take  place  in  three 
months.  But  we  do  not  mean  to  discuss 
your  expectations.  For  ourselves,  we  de- 
clare, that  we  formed  no  e>;^pectation  as  to 
the  t'nne  when  those  events  might  take 
place;  whether  it  were  In  three  months  or 
three  years,  was  not,  in  our  opinion,  a  mat- 
ter of  any  consequence.  The  important 
point  to  us  was,  that  the  Order^  and  the 
Order  only,  should  have  possession  of  the 
island :  because  we  thought,  as  we  still 
think,  that  the  Order  would  alw^ays  find  It 
to  be  Its  true  interest  to  take  no  part  in 
any  war  which  England  might  hereafter 
have  with  France,  or  any  other  power,  and 
would  therefore  always  observe  an  impar- 
tial and  strict  neutrality.  The  peculiar 
institution  and  situation  of  the  Order  war- 
rant this  opinion,  which  we  cannot  extend 
to  any  other  power  in  Europe;  the  situation 
of  every  other  power  being  very  obviously 
and  essentially  different. — But  "  unforeseen 
"  circumstances  have  (it  seems)  prevented 
"  the  re-establishment  of  the  Order."  Sup- 
posing the  knights  to  be,  at  the  time  of  tho 
signature  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  disposed 
to  re-establish  their  Order,  we  do  not  re- 
collect any  circumstances  that  have  hap- 
pened to  change  that  disposition,  except 
the  confiscations  of  their  estates  In  Spam 
and  Germany,  by  which  the  revenues  of 
the  knights  have  been  so  considerably  re- 
duced, that  thev  may  think  themselves  no 
'H  2 
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longer  able  to  maintain  their  Order  and  the 
Island  in  a  sale  and  respectable  state.  Pos- 
sibly these  confiscations  were  not  foreseen 
at  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty  of  Amiens-: 
but  we  cannot  suppress  our  o'pinion,  that 
they  were  not  effected  without  the  inter- 
ference, or  at  least  tiie  acquiescence  of 
France;  and  if  France  did  in  any  \-/ay  con- 
tribute to  them,  it  would  be  highly  unjust 
it  she  should  now  insist  upon  opening  a 
negotiation  for  a  ne-w  regulation  of  Malta, 
and  thus  avail  herself  of  the  diiliculties 
which  those  confiscations  have  opposed  to 
the  literal  performance  of  the  treaty  of 
Ajmeiis. — It  is  however  said  by  you,  "  that 


there  being  no  prospect  or  prolDability 
.  "  that   the.  Order   will  be  re-established, 
*'  good  faith  requires  that  the  treaty  shall 
*'  be  executed   as  far   as  it  is  practicable 
.*'  pursuant  to  its  true  spirit  and  meaning." 
— We  jirofess  to  be  not  only  desirous  to 
execute,   but  to  have  in  fact  executed  the 
treaty  with  perfect  good  faith,  as  punctually 
and  as  speedily  as  it  was  practical>le  to  do 
so.     And   we  do  not  evacuate  Malta  be- 
cause it  is  n:.t  practicable  to  do  it  pursuant 
to  the  ielter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty,  if  by 
the  word  "  spirit  "    is  to  be  understood  the 
intenthn  cf  the  j-ayties.     \\  Q.  engaged   by  the 
Jetter  of  the  treaty  to  restore  M^alta  to  the 
Order  ;    and    we  have   offered   important, 
as  it   appears  to   us,    sufficient   reasons  to 
prove  that  \vc   should  not  have  agreed   to 
put  that  Island  into  the  hands  of  any  ofher 
power.     We  therefore  say,   that  our  inten- 
tion   is  fullv    expressed  in  the  treaty.     If 
your  intention  was  different  from,  or  went 
beyond  the  words  of  the  treaty;  if,  for  in- 
stance, your  meaning  was  that  the  British 
forces  should   evacuate    Malta    absolutely, 
and  not  conditional! v  only;  could  any  thinjr 
be  more   easy   or  more  giarnigly  obvious 
than  to  have  proposed  a  proviso,  that  "  in 
*'  case  ihoOrder  shouldnot  be  re-establish- 
*'  ed  within  a  given  time,  we  should  eva- 
*'  cuate  the  Island  in  favour  of  some  other 
*'  powder;"    or  more   generally,    "  that  a 
**  negotiation    should    be    opened    for    the 
**  further  regulation  of  the  article  respect- 
*'■  ing  Malta  r"     Wc  do  not  mean  even  to- 
hint  tliat  wc  should  have  agreed  to   such  a 
proviso;    but,  if  that   ivas  your  meaning, 
why  was  it  not  declared,  instead  of  signing 
a  stipulation  which  expresses  in   the   most 
explicit  terms  a  different  meaning  ?  You 
will  not  surely  answer,   that  this   omission 
was  purely  accidental,   and  a  mere  over- 
sight !  That  avowal  would  be  too  disgrace- 
ful to  your  ministers  who  negotiated,   and 
your  government  which  ratified  the  treaty; 
lior  could  such  an  answer  be  admitted  w-iih- 
ewt  sijul^ing  ail  contidence  in  tuture  nego- 
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tiations  and  treaties.     You  iviH  not  surely 
allow  that  you  were  unapprized  of  one  of 
the  most  evident  and  beneficial  principles 
of  national  law,  "  that  any   political   pos- 
"  session  or  right  which  is    to  be  changed 
"  on  certain  specific  conditions  is   under- 
"  stood   to  remain    unchanged   until  those 
'*  conditions  are  performed  !"  Yet  we  do 
iTot  perceive  on   what   ofher   ground   you 
can    allege    that  your  intention   was    not 
fully  expressed   in  this  fourth  stipulation, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  its  letter  and  its  spirit.  -  For  the 
foregoing  reasons  we  sav,  that  you  have  no 
right  or  reasonable  cause  to  require  a  ne- 
gotiation to  be  opened  for  the  evacuation 
of   Malta.      But   we  further    declare  our 
opinions,   that  such  a  negotiation  could  not 
answer  the  end  you  propose,  namely,  that 
we  should  put   thai  island  into  the  posses- 
sion  of  a  Neapolitan  garrison.     For,  by 
your  own  construction,  Malta  is  to  be  en- 
tirely independent  of    bo*h  England    and 
France.      But  we    consider   the   King   of 
Naples  himself  to  be  not  sufhciycntly  inde- 
pendent of  France  to  secure  the  indepen- 
dence of  any   place   garrisoned  by  troops 
under  his  command;   and  therefore  it  is  ex- 
pressly  provided    by  the    fifth   stipulation, 
that    the  Grand   Master   should  have    the 
commanclership  of  the  garrison,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  Neapolitan  troops  that  were 
to  be  sent  by  the  twelfth  stipulation.     But 
by  the  admission  of  a  Neapolitan  garrisoa 
under  the  command  of  the  King  of  Naples", 
^ve  plainly  say,  that  the  dependence  of  the 
Island  would  be  only  transferred  fromGreat 
Britain   to   France,  with   this  striking  dif- 
ference;   that    its    rem.aining    dependent 
upon  Great  Britain  is,  under   the    existing 
circumstances,    pursuant   to   the    treaty  of 
Amiens;  whereas  its  being  rendered   de- 
pendent upon  France,   would  be  in  direct 
opposition  to  it. — To  remove  this  objection, 
"  Russia  (it  is  said)  will  become  guarantee 
"  for   the    independence  of  Malta   in    the 
"  hands  of  the   King   of  Naples." — The 
confidence,  which  one  state  can  place  in 
another  state,   as  guarantee  of  some  parti- 
cular object,  must  be  in   proportion  to  the 
power,  local  situation,  and  interest  of  the 
guarantee.    To  the  power  of  Russia,  when- 
ever it  can  have  opportunities  of  fully  ex- 
erting itself,  we   can  make  no  objection. 
But   the  dominions  of  Russia  seem  to   be 
most  inconveniently  situated  for  a  guarantee 
of  Malta  to   ihe   King   of  Naples;    since 
France  might  wrest  that  Island  from  Naples, 
and  use  it  in  a  manner  extremely  injurious 
to    the    trade   and    foreign   possessions  of 
Great  Britain,  not  only  before  Russia  could 
exert  herself  in  maintaimntr  her  guarantee, 
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bat  even  before  she  could  receive  intelli- 
gence of  its  having  been  violated.  Nor 
can  we  perceive  that  Russia  has  any  very 
cogent  interest  in  preserving  tiie  indepen- 
dence of  Malta,  or  why  she  should  be  very 
forward  to  engage  in  a  war  with  France, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  to  Great  Bri- 
tain a  reparation  ibr  the  injury  she  might 
have  sustained  by  a  vioiatier,  of  that  ini.le- 
pendence.  On  the  contrary,  we  can  dis- 
cover a  possibility  that  Russia  might  expect 
to  reap  some  advantage  from  Malta  being 
in  the  hands  of  France,  instead  of  a  state 
of  entire  independence.  And  if,  in  order 
to  enable  Russia  to  act  more  eiiiciently  as  a 
guarantee,  by  being  nearer  to  the  scene  of 
action,  a  ])art  of  the  garrison  were  to  be 
composed  of  Russian  troops;  then  we  can 
see  something  more  than  a  bare  possibility 
that  Russia  may  be  tempted  to  make  use 
cf  Malta  for  certain  purposes  of  her  own, 
instead  of  adhering  to  her  engagement  as 
guarantee. — It  is  a  delicate  thing  to  impute 
any  hostile  designs  or  plans  of  aggrandise- 
ment to  powers  with  whom  we  are  at 
peace  :  but  to  save  time,  we  will  venture 
to  declare  frankly  our  apprehensions  and 
the  causes  of  them.  Suppose  France  were 
to  compel  the  King  of  Naples  to  yield  up 
the  possession  of  Malta,  it  is  natural  to 
expect,  that  this  act  of  violence,  which 
could  be  e\idently  directed  against  Great 
Britain  only,  would  be  immediately  followed 
by  a  descent  in  Egypt  :  for  our  defeat  of 
her  first  attempt  to  reduce  that  country  to 
a  French  colony  was  not  accomplished  in 
so  rapid  and  triumphant  a  manner,  as  to 
render  a  second  expedition  hopeless.  In 
this  situation  of  adairs,  might  not  arguments 
be  offered  on  the  part  of  France,  which 
might  induce  Russia  to  turn  her  arms  to- 
wards Turkey,  rather  than  join  her  forces 
to  those  of  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  re- 
store Malta  to  a  state  of  entire  indepen- 
dence !  The  Empress  Catharine  pointed 
out  to  her  successors  the  road  to  Constan- 
tinople as  their  most  practicable  and  natural- 
path  to  aggrandisement;  and  a  favourable 
opportunity  might  shew  that  her  recom- 
mendation has  not  been  forgotten.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  Russian  troops  were  per- 
mitted to  form  a  part  of  the  garrison  of 
Malta,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  Russia 
might  in  time  prevail  upon  France  to  con- 
sent that  the  Neapolitan  troops  should  be 
withdrawn,  and  the  garrison  consist  cf 
Russians  only.  The  consequence  would 
be,  that  one  Russian  fleet  stationed  in  the 
Black  Sea,  and  another  at  Malta,  would 
put  Constantinople  and  the  whole  Black 
Sea  and  Archipelago  at  the  absolute  dis- 
posal of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.     And  why 


should  France  not  consent?  Formerly,  in- 
deed, while  a  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
was  thought  worth  preserving,  France  had 
a  strong  interest  in  protecting  the  Grand 
Signior,  the  situation  of  whose  dominions 
enabled  him  to  be  an  useful  ally  to  France 
in  her  contests  with  Austria,  whose  terri- 
tories on  the  side  of  the  Danube  were  al- 
ways accessible  to  the  Turks.  But  that 
interest  is  now  d*me  away  by  the  incalcula- 
ble superiority  of  France,  and  the  complete 
humiliation  of  the  House  of  Austria.  We 
can  therefore  see  no  reason  to  expect  that 
a  concern  for  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  would  prevent  an  arrangement 
(which  may  one  day  be  thought  of)  between 
the  two  powers,  by  which  France  might 
obtain  the  secure  possession  of  Egypt,  m 
return  for  permitting  Russia  to  make  ac- 
quisitions from  the  I'urkish  dominions.  To 
any  arrangement  of  this  kind,  Malta,  even 
in  the  hands  of  the  Order,  would  oppose 
considerable  dlfiiculties.  For,  the  opera- 
tions of  a  British  fleet  iii  the  Mediterranean 
could  be  farther  extended,  and  it  might 
keep  the  sea  with  little  loss,  or  hazard, 
through  the  year,  bv  having  Malta  a  neutral 
port,  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  her  distressed 
ships.  Nor  would  that  island  again  serve 
as  a  p'endezvous  for  a  French  fleet,  or  a. 
secure  point  of  communiL'ation  between 
Alexandria  and  Toulon.  These  reasons, 
which  induced  us  to  agree  that  Maltashould 
be  restored  to  the  Order,  may  convince 
you  that  we  were  sincere  in  asserting,  that 
it  never  was  our  intention  to  yield  it  toanv 
other  European  power.  For  Malta,  in  the 
possession  of  Great  Britain,  must  not  oniy 
add  much  more  surely  and  effectually  to  the 
security  of  her  commerce  and  foreign  pos- 
sessions, but  may  also  prove  to  be  the  o;  ly 
permanent  and  insurinouritable  obstacle  to 
a  plan  ofaggrandisemcnt,  which  experience 
forbids  us  to  regard  as  a  merely  visiorfsry 
project. — To  conclude;  her  own  particuiif 
interests,  the  general  interests  of  Europe, 
the  express  terms,  and  the  evident  inter.t 
and  spirit  of  the  several  stipulations  of  the 
tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  ail 
unite  in  determining  Great  Britain  to  de- 
cline the  proposed  negotiation. 

Ignotus, 


WEST-INDIA    COMMISSION'. 

SiE, — I  prefer  addressing  myself  on  a 
question  of  considerable  importance  to  you, 
rather  than  to  any  of  your  brother  journal- 
ists, as  your  paper  appears  to  me  to  be 
conducted  on  the  most  independent  prin- 
ciples : 

"  Nullius  addictus  jurare  in  verba  maglstri," 
unbiassed  by  any  name,  however  great,  un« 
H  3 
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influenced  by  any  party,  however  powerful, 
the  sole  object  you  seem  to  aim  at,  is  to 
siipport  the  great  cause  of  truth  and  of  your 
country.  Having  passed  too,  some  years 
of  your  life  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, you  know  something  more  of  the 
British  Empire,  than  that  part  of  it,  the 
shores  of  which  are  washed  by  the  British 
seas,  and  can  the  more  easily  detect  any 
mis-statement  or  misrepresentation  of  which, 
■unconsciously  to  myself,  I  may  be  guilty  ; 
in  either  of  which  cases,  I  request  what  I 
am  about  to  offer  may  not  be  permitted  to 
meet  the  public  eye. — A  hint,  the  papers 
inform  us,  was  some  timf;  past  thrown  out 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  interests 
of  the  West-India  Islands  were  not  suiiici- 
ently  or  properly  attended  to  by  govern- 
ment. The  observation  was  not  suffered  to 
pass  unnoticed,  Mr.  \"ansittarr  being  report- 
ed to  have  stated  in  reply,  that  the  vast  im- 
portance of  those  numerous  and  opulent 
colonies,  was  fully  felt  by  administration, 
who  would  eagerly  seize  all  tit  opportuni- 
ties of  promoting  their  welfare.  How  far 
this  assurance  may  be  relied  on  with  re- 
spect to  those  now  in  power,  I  presume  not 
to  determine.  Certainly  as  referring  to  all 
who  have  preceded  them  in  his  JMaiesty's 
service,  an  assertion  of  this  nature  would 
Vvant  proof  to  support  it  ;  and  I  fear  much 
there  are  yet  no  solid  grounds  on  which  to 
build  hopes,  that  we  are  novv^  about  to  see 
an  exception  to  the  rule.  No  one  acquauu- 
ed  with  West-India  afiairs  Avho  has  had 
any  occasion  to  have  communication  with 
people  in  authority  here,  but  must  have 
been  often  surprized  at  questions  put  to 
him,  betraying  the  grossest  ignorance  of  the 
internal  policy  and  civil  history  of  these 
important  settlements.  Some  have  gone 
so  far  as  to  assert,  that  there  is  not  the 
most  petty  borough  in  the  united  kingdou], 
the  interests  and  prevailing  parties  in  which 
are  not  more  studied  and  better  understood 
by  ministers,  than  those  of  the  great  Island 
of  Jamaica  itself,  one  of  the  brightest  jewels 
in  the  British  diadem.  It  may  be  thought 
refining  too  far  to  infer,  that  to  this  negli- 
gence, may  be  ascribed  all  the  evils  the  na- 
tion at  present  sulfers,  a,nd  those  still  greater 
misfortunes  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
she  has  still  lo  look  forward  to.  In  a  total 
ignorance  of  facts  -and  opinions  on  the 
Western  Continent,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
the  ilmtrican  war  took  its  origin  ;  and  to 
the  same  cause  must  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  conducted,  and  its  too  much  lament- 
ed cvejit,  be  ascribed, — That  from 

*',  Hoi  I'onte  clerivr.ta  clades,  in  patiiam  popii- 
loique  fluxlr," 

seems  to  be  a  truth  now  so  genera' !y  ad- 


mitted, that  I  will  not  trespass,  Sir,  upon 
your  indulgence  by  any  arguments  to  con- 
firm it  ;  having  matter  of  much  more  impor- 
tance, than  retrospect,  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  your  readers. — Igno- 
rance, Mr.  Cobbett,  of  the  concerns  of 
great  constituent  parts  of  an  empire  is  a 
serious  fault  in  those  entrusted  with  its  ad- 
ministration 3  and  not  far  less  deserving  of 
censure  than  a  gross  violation  of  their 
rights:  of  which  a  most  striking  instance 
has,  within  the  by-gone  year  presented 
itself — In  the  last  session  of  the  last  Par- 
liament a  bill  Avas  brought  in  to  examine 
into  the  army  accounts  in  the  West-Indies, 
founded  exactly  on  the  same  grounds,  and 
in  every  respect  a  counterpart  *  with  that 
which  was  first  introduced  in  the  present 
session,  to  inquire  into  the  supposed  abuses 
in  the  navy  department. — Into  the  neces- 
sity, the  expediency,  or  .the  propriety  of 
either  one  or  the  other  of  these  bills,  it  is 
not  my  purpose  to  inquire,  and  I  shall  dis- 
miss what  1  have  to  say  on  the  subject  in 
fev/  words.  The  history  of  the  last  of  these 
two  bills,  you  have  yourself  given,  in  so 
masterly  a  manner,  that  there  is  nothing  for 
me  to  add  to  your  account.  There  can  be 
but  two  ways  of  thinking  on  this  occasion. 
Either  the  injury  government  is  supposed  to 
have  sustained,  and  the  necessity  of  know- 
ing the  extent  of  the  evil  for  the  purpose  of 
future  regulation  is  so  great,  that  a  consti- 
tutional principle  o:igbi  to  be  sacrificed  ;  or, 
admitting  the  evil  to  exist  to  the  full  extent 
it  is  supposed,  it  should  rather  be  endured 
(as  my  Lord  Chancellor  is  reported  to  have 
asserted)  than  such  a  principle  be  infring- 
ed.— On  tills  question  men  may  very  natu- 
rally think  difterently  ;  but  there  surely  can 
be  no  difl'erence  in  opinion,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  this  country  is  in  duty  bound,  as 
carefully  to  guard  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  British  subjects  who  reside  in  any  part 
of  the  Antillean  Archipelago,  as  of  those 
whose  habitations  are  in  Portsmouth  or  Ply- 
mouth. In  the  present  instance  has  this 
been  done  ?  During  the  passage  of  the  first 
bill  through  both  houses,  not  a  syllable  was 
said,  not  a  murmur  was  heard  in  opposition 
to  it ;  it  passed :  and  commissioners  are 
said  to  have  gone  out  armed,  at  least  as  far 

*  That  these  two  bills  were  originally  twin 
brothers  will  not  be  disputed :  nay,  a  youcg 
member  brought  forward  iu  debate  the  one  as  a 
precedent  for  the  other.  The  same  gentlenun 
mentioned  another  bill  in  the  reign  of  Charles  U. 
and  said  it  was  a  good  precedent,  as  having  been 
carried  through  the  House  of  Commons  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  court :  as  if  any  transaction  of  that 
reign  either  on  one  side  or  the  other,  could  justify 
an  infringement  of  the  people's  rights.  We  may 
next  expect  to  hear  of  tl.e  veracity  of  Titus  Oates, 
or  the  guilt  of  poor  old  Lord  Strafford. 
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as  Parliament  could  arm  them,  with  every 
one  of  those  powers,  which,   in  the  second 
instance,    are    so    strenuously   objected   to, 
and  in   the  end  not  granted.     Every  argu- 
ment   used    oil  the  late   occasion    is   a    re- 
flexion on    what  passed  before ;  and  every 
amendment   made    by  the  present,  a  libel 
on  the  conduct  of  the  last  Parliament.     If 
this  is  admitted,  as  per  force  it  must  in  this 
country,  what  will  be  the  comments  made 
upon    it   in   the  islands  ?     And   with   such 
glaring  facts  as  these  before  their  eyes,  it  is 
not  the  fair  promises  or  fine  words  of  a 
member  of  administration   that  will  satisly 
the  colonists,  that   the  suspicions  they  have 
long  had  but  too  much  reason  to  form,  are 
ill  grounded. — Their  feelings  and  their  sen- 
timents are  by  many  held  not   worthy  re- 
gard, who  reason,  that  as  the  West-Indians 
cannot  better  themselves,  it  is  of  little  mo- 
ment   how  much   they  consider  themselves 
aggrieved,  since  they  can  be  under  no  pro- 
tection  so  advantageous  to  them  as  that  of 
the  British  flag.     If  this  observation,  Mr, 
Cobbett,   is  true,  is  it  generous  ?  is  it  wor- 
thy of  a  British  raind  ?    In  private  life  how 
should  we  consider  the  man   that  gave   ut- 
terance   to   such   a    sentiment  ?     and    what 
scorn  and   contempt  would   not   he  appear 
to  deserve  who  should  be   governed  in   his 
conduct   by  a  way  of  thinking  like  this  ? 
Far  different  will   be  the  feelmg  of  every 
good  man,   and  of  every  wise  politician   to 
whom  the  reins  of  government  may  be  en- 
trusted :    he  knows  that  to   make   any  de- 
scription of  citizens  most  useful  to  the  state, 
is   to  impress  them  most  strongly  whh  the 
conviction  that    they,    their   persons,    their 
rights,   and  their  properties  are  all  as  dear 
to  him,  and  as  sacredly  considered  as  those 
of  any  other  of  their  felliDvv-subjects. — This 
conviction   coming   home   by    proof    upon 
their  minds,   an   active  loyalty,   an  alacrity 
to  bear  their  full  proportion  of  the  public 
burthens  would  immediately  evince  them- 
selves :     no    measures,    no     remonstrances 
would   be  heard.      Every  man    would  feel 
himself  engaged  in  one  common  cause  with 
Lis   brother  at   the   other  extremity  of  the 
empire,    and    such    an    active    co-operating 
spirit  pervading  the  whole  mass,  the  colossal 
powers  an^  all    the   great     talents  of  the 
Gallic    ti^rant   might    be   defied  :    and  our 
country  once  more  stand  forth  with  effect 
the  guardi  k5-3!k1  protectress  of  the  rights  of 
Europe.    Would  to  God,  Mr.  Cobbelt,  there 
was  any   prospect  of  this  pleasing  picture 
being    realized  !     The    inhabitants    of    tlie 
islands    are    all    naturally   attached   to  this 
country, 

♦*  Engl.Hnd  with  all  thy  faults  I  lo\'e  thee  still," 

is  a   sentiment  felt  from  Bridge  Town  to 


Savannah  la  Mar,  Surely,  then,  common 
decency  should  be  shewn  towards  them, 
and  their  feelings  not  insulted  as  every 
man's  amongst  them  must  be,  by  the  dif- 
ferent reception  two  bills,  exactly  alike  in 
their  principle  and  operation,  but  the  one 
to  take  effect  in  the  West-Indies,  and  the 
other  in  England,  have  met  with  in  a  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  Tropicus. 


ON    THE    NAVY    BILL, 

Sir, — The  ministers,  declare  themselves  ia 
Parliament,   to  entertain  the  highest  respect 
for  the  persons   presiding  at  the  Admiralty 
and  Navy  Boards  for  several  years  back,  and 
pronounce  those  gentlemen  free  from  blame  j 
yet  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says,  at 
the  same  time,   that  abuses  to  an  immense 
extent  were  discovered  g  or  10  years  ago  in 
the  naval  department,  and  communicated  to 
Parliament}    which    abuses   have    increastd 
ever  since,  and  particularly  during  the  last 
18  months.     He  represented  also,  it  is  true, 
that  Parliament  when  first  made  acquainted 
with  these  discoveries  judged  it  impolitic  ta 
institute  a  retrospective  enquiry  with  regard 
to   them,    being  on  the  eve  of  a  war.     But 
are  we  therefore  to  hold  those  persons  inno- 
cent, who  after  delecting  such  abuses,  suf- 
fered them,  for  ten  succeeding  years,  to  i//- 
crease  under  their   management  3   the  same 
reasons  that  would  justify  a  delay  of  enquiry 
into  such  frauds,  did  not  imply  a  toleration 
for  their  future  continuance,     A  discovery 
is   made  in  1793  of  peculation   in    the  civil 
department  of  the  navy  to   the   annual    a- 
mount,  I  believe   I  am  correct,  of  a  million 
and  a  half,  which  is  suffered  to  increase  un- 
til 1803  without  any  person  being  to  blame, 
and   the   minister,  nov/   entru-ted  with   the 
finances  of  the  country,  stands  up  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  asserts   it,   in   the 
same  breath    that   he  asks  of  the  House  a 
further  supply  of  13  or  14  thousand  a  year, 
which  is  immediately  granted,  for  what  >  To 
promote  the  same  fruitless  discoveries  !   Can 
real  reform  be  expected  from  such  men  and 
such    measures? — To    render  this  assertion 
consistent,  Mr.  Addington  must  mean  to  in- 
£iauate,   that  these  abuses,  though  discover- 
ed, could  not  be  checked— -Then  vvhy  put 
the  country  to  additional  expense,   for  pro- 
bing wounds  he  despairs  of  healing.    Again, 
had   the  lirst  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  enter- 
tained that  respect  due  to  the  Navy  Board, 
as  second   in    consequence   to   his  own,    he 
would  not   have  introduced  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion, v/ilhout  previous  oomnuiaication  of  his 
design    to    Sir   A.    Hammond    (the     much 
esteemed  ccmptrolier  of  the  Navy  Board.) 
The   Navy  Bill    I   strongly   inspect  will    hs 
found    uu^aiory. —  PuW^r    was    originally' 
H  4 
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Judged  v/ith  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
(and  still  continaes  in  his  disposal)  which,  if 
properly  applied,  would  correct  every  future 
abuse  in  his  department :  if  not,  for  the  im- 
laediate  occnsion.  Parliament  ought  to  have 
increased  his  power ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  retrospective  enquiry,  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Common  J  v/as  the  best  resource. — 
Your  correspondent  of  the  15th,  R.  B.,  has 
ably  stated,  that  oommissioners  are  already 
too  numerous  in  the  naval  department,  for 
any  probability  of  benefit,  to  arise  from  their 
number  being  increased.  In  the  ordnance, 
which  has  been  less  suspected  of  raalversa- 
lion  than  the  others,  there  are  none. — The 
provisions  respecting  prize-money,  which 
the  Navy  Bill  contains,  ought  not  to  have 
"been  connected  with  it,  and  were  so  most 
certainly  for  the  ill  concealed  purpose  of 
tlirowing  over  t!ie  ^vhole  a  veil  of  popula- 
rity.— The  distribution  of  prize-money,  is 
an  interesting  and  important  subject,  which 
ought  to  have  been  separately  and  imme- 
diately brought  undf-r  consideration  ;  delay 
and  confusion  must  arise  from  its  being 
classed  with  the  naval  enquiry  wJiich,  re- 
port says,  is  to  go  back  to  the  times  of  James 
the  2d  5  documents  of  that  period,  having 
been  demanded  by  the  commissioners  from 
those  offices,  where  the  originals  are  lodged. 
- — As  to  the  fitness  of  those  appointed  to 
execute  it,  I  think  with  you,  the  several  na- 
val Boards  would  have  afforded  a  better  se- 
lection ;  a  selection  certainly  possessing  more 
Icnowledge  of  the  subject  to  be  submitted  to 
them,  at  least  of  those  relative  to  purchases, 
sales,  &c. ;  and  whose  operations  would 
have  been  unattended  with  any  additional 
expense. — For  the  purpose  of  more  general 
enquiry,  men  of  the  first  rate  abilities  and 
independence  should  have  been  chosen.  Sir 
Charles  Pole,  I  have  generally  heard  spoken 
of  as  a  good  sort  of  manf  of  a  very  ac- 
commodating disposition  ;  qualities,  which 
alone,  it  might  be  supposed,  would  not  en- 
title their  possessor  to  the  very  singular  si- 
tuation he  now  holds,  and  the  distinctions 
that  have  lately  been  heaped  upon  him. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  is  the  officer  who  was 
judged  the  best  qualified  to  succeed  the  gal- 
lant Lord  Nelson,  in  command  of  our  fleet 
in  the  Baltic,  (v.here  he  had  never  served) 
though  that  command  had  been  previously 
promised  to  Sir  J.  Colpoys.  Soon  after, 
when  the  Admiralty  determined  (for  un- 
known reasons)  to  take  the  command  of  the 
blockade  of  Cadiz  from  Sir  James  Saumerez, 
who  had  served  there  v/iih  very  distinguish- 
ed credit  during  several  years,  and  who  had 
about  that  time;  fought  two  gallant  actions 
v.iih  tlie  French  and  Spaniards  in  the 
jirljbbourhQod  of  Gibrakar,    by  which  he 


has  immortalised  his  name ;  Sir  Charles 
Pole  was  again  selected  as  the  most  able 
Admiral  for  that  service  ;  and  provisionally 
to  succeed  Lord  Keith,  in  the  command  of 
the  Mediterranean  fleet.  This  gentleman's 
talents  must  have  been  undervalued  by  the 
Public.  Lord  St  Vincent  has  surely  found 
him  to  possess  powers  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary kind,  for  he  has  even  condescended  to 
put  himself  under  his  controul,  though  one 
of  the  oldest  Admirals  in  our  service  j  an 
arrangement  apparently  very  objectionable, 
but  not  new  in  his  Lordship's  system  of  na- 
val management.  When  commanding  olf 
Cadiz,  as  I  am  told,  he  sent  the  master  of 
the  Ville  de  Paris  on  board  the  Centaur, 
then  commanded  by  Captain  Markham, 
(now  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,)  to 
put  that  ship  in  good  order,  directing  the 
captain  to  aid  and  assist  that  master  in 
the  operation! — Llowever  considerable  Sir 
Charles's  abilities  may  be,  he  will  find  it  no 
easy  task  to  reconcile  his  situation  of  Com- 
missioner and  Admiral  j  his  friendship  for 
Lord  St.  Vincent,  and  his  guardianship  of 
the  public  interest,  when  he  has  to  enquire 
into  the  abuses  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  st 
w  hich  his  patron  presides,  to  whom  he  ap- 
pears greatly  indebted  ;  and  whose  succes- 
sor, as  a  termination  of  his  late  career,  he  is, 
perhaps,  to  become,  should  his  Lordship 
from  real  illness  be  unable  to  execute  the 
duties  of  First  Lord, — Interrogating  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  is  unquestionably  to 
form  part  of  Sir  Charles'  undertaking,  or 
the  whole  enquiry  will  prove  useless.  Pub- 
lic money  has  been  squandered  in  the  pur- 
chase of  hemp  and  iron,  in  the  building  and 
fitting  ships,  Sec.  This  is  a  serious  evil,  but 
not  greater  than  wasting  it  by  unneemary 
promotion  of  officers,  which  is  also  prejudi- 
cial, by  degrading  the  service,  and  increasing 
the  gigantic  patronage  of  the  Admiralty. 
Nor  are  these  the  most  important  points  for 
his  investigation  ;  the  general  dissatisfaction 
and  disgust  now  prevalent  in  all  departments 
of  the  naval  service  j  numbers  of  boys 
parading  the  streets  as  captains  and  lieu- 
lenantsj  ships  put  in  commission  when  ivitb- 
cut  a  plank  on  their  bottom  ;  others  ruined 
by  mismanagement  J  deserving  captains  re- 
fused their  flags  on  the  most  shameful  pre- 
tences;  strangers  and  men  ignorant  of  ihe 
service,  brought  into  our  Naval  Boards,  and 
Dock-yards,  over  the  heads  of  old  servants; 
' — these  are  fatal  symptoms  of  that  corrup- 
tion, which  consumes  the  vitals  of  our 
Navy. 

If  the  country  flatters  itself.  Sir  Charles 
Pole  has  skill  and  resolution  enough  to  ap- 
ply such  caustics  as  will  stop  them  ;  if  they 
fartlier  h«»pe,  the  Admiralty  vv-ill  submit  t'j 
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be  cured  by  him;  their  faith  and  expecta- 
tion exceeds  all  -that  I  can  entertain,  but 
most  cordially  shall  I  rejoice  in  seeing  it 
justified. — Yet  I  must  repeat,  a  want  of 
subordination  in  those  Avhose  duty  is  obe- 
dience; a  cruel  waste  of  that  public  spirit 
and  attachment  to  their  profession,  which 
our  naval  otHcers  must  feel  or  ce'ase  to  be 
the  men  that  have  upheld  their  country,  by 
shewing  themselves;  are  all  evils  brought 
on  us  by  the  Admiralty,  and  far  more  fear- 
ful in  their  consequences  than  frauds  on  the 
public  purse ;  it  is  not  poverty  but  prostra- 
tion of  character,  which  a  great  maritime  em- 
pire ought  to  dread  !  nauticus. 

J"!  Representation  from  the  HonourahleBaarJofTradeio 
Ms  Majesty  ^ing  George  I.  asserting  and  proving 
the  Right  of  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain,  to  cut  Log- 
"Wooil  in  the  Bay  of  Ca/npcachy. — To  the  King's  most 
excellent  Majesty. 

May  it  please  tour  Majesty, — The  Right 
Honourable  Paul  Mcihucn,  Esq.;  one  of  your 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  hav- 
ing transmitted  to  us  on  the  rjth  of  Nov. 
last,  by  Older  of  his  Royal  Highness,  a  letter  or 
memorial  he  had  received  from  the  IMarquis  de 
Mouteleone,  ambassador  extraordinary  from  his 
Catholick  Majesty,  relating  to  the  trade  carried 
on  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  the  settlement  made 
by  your  Majesty's  subjects  on  the  island  of  Trist, 
and  on  or  near  the  lake  or  marsh  de  Tcrminos, 
in  the  province  of  Jucatan  :  in  which  parts  he  re- 
piesent?,  '  That  they  employ   themselves    in  cut- 

*  ting   of  logwood,  or   (ar.   the  Spaniards  call   it) 

*  Campeachy  wood,  and  that  the  Spanish  viceroy 

*  and  governor  had    proposed  to   dislodge  them 

*  fiom    thence,    but    that    his   Catholic    Majesty 

*  would  not  send  his  orders  before  he   had  given 

*  your  Majesty  notice  of  it,  not  doubting,  but  that 

*  according  to  all  the  treaties  of  peace,  and  parti- 
'  cularly  that   made  at    Utrecht,    your    Majesty 

*  would  oblige  your   said   subjects    to   leave   the 

*  aforesaid  lake  de  Tetminos,  and  give  positive 
'  orders  to  your  governor:^  of  Jamaica,  and  of  the 
'  other  islands,    not  to  sailer  the  least  trade  to  be 

*  carried  on  for  Campeachy  wood,  and  to  declare, 

*  that  if,  in  the  space  of  eight  months,   tliey   do 

*  not  leave  the  said  place,    they   shall  be   looked 

*  upon  and  used  as  pirates.' — VVe  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  your  Majesty,  that  although  we  did 
hur.ibly  propose  sucii  methods  as  we  esteemed 
proper  and  necessary  to  support  tlje  cutting  of 
logwood  in  the  West  Indies,  when  the  said  Mr. 
Methuen  was  on  departure  for  Madrid,  yet  on  this 
occasion  when  a  trade  of  so  great  importance  to 
our  navigation  and  the  American  colonies,  is  in 
danger  of  being  lost,  we  have  again  catefully  pe- 
rused the  books  and  papers  in  our  office,  and  re- 
ceived from  the  merchants  and  others  the  fullest 
information  we  can  hope  to  obtain,  which  hath 
taken  up  mucli  time;  and  we  do  now  liumbly 
crave  leave  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  the  past 
and  present  state  of  this  trade,  with  the  argu- 
ments that  formerly  engaged  your  Majesty's  royal 
predecessors  to  protect  and  support  the  same;  to 
which  we  shall  add  some  observations,  and  the 
reasons  that  induce  us  to  conclude,  your  Majesty's 
subjects  have  now  as  full  and  ample  right  to  this 
trade,  as  to  any  other  liberty  or  privilege  that  has 
been  allowed  by  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  enjoyed 
by  theni;  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  vvhattoevcr. — In 


the  first  place,  therefore,  it  must  be  observed,  that 
logwood  is  one  of  the  products  of  the  province  of 
jucatan,  which  extends  itself  into  the  north  sea, 
in  forn\  of  a  peninsula,  about  iCO  leagues  in  length. 
The  Spaniards  are  possessed  of  San  Francisco  de 
Campeachy,  its  capital  town  and  pore,  which  has 
been  thrice  taken  by  the  English,  ant!  besides  they 
have  two  other  inland  towns,  Meridia  and  Valla- 
dolid,  of  no  great  importance,  having  few  inhabit- 
ants; but  the  rest  of  the  province,  before  the  log- 
wood cutters  were  settled,  was,  in  a  manner, 
wholly  desolate  and  uninhabited. — Nevertheless, 
it  must  be  allowed,  that  the  Spaniards  had,  from, 
time  to  time,  cut  wood  ia  several  places  near  their 
own  settlements;  but  during  the  hostilities  that 
were  committed  in  the  West  indies  before  the 
year  1667,  they  deserted  that  employment,  being 
frequently  interrupted  by  the  privateers,  both  by 
sea  and  land,  who  by  degrees  becoming  acquaint- 
ed with  the  coast,  and  with  those  parts  where  the 
wood  grew,  that  were  most  remote  from  the  Spa- 
niards, they,  at  last,  fell  into  the  trade,  aud  laid 
the  foundation  of  their  future  establishment  — 
Their  first  settlements  were  near  to  Cape  Catochc, 
but  up-on  (if  not  before)  the  publication  of  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Madrid,  in  1667,  by  the  Earl 
of  Sandv,-ich:  they  likewise  settled  near  Suma- 
Sunta,  adjacent  to  the  Laguna  de  Tcrminos,  and 
to  Trist  and  Beef  islands,  which  being  the  most 
convenient  place  for  cutting  of  wood,  and  a  tole- 
rable harbour  for  their  ships  and  vessels,  the 
whole  tiade  soon  centered  there.  For  notwith- 
standing the  aforesaid  treaty  was  pi  incipally  in- 
tended to  settle  and  adjust  our  commerce  with  his 
Catholic   Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  yet,  'a' 

*  general,  firm  and   perfect  amity,   confederatioa 

*  and  peace  being  thereby  agreed,  and  concludedl 

*  (as  in  the  first  article)  between  the  two  crowns, 
'  to  be  observed  inviolably,  as  well  by  lynd  as  by 
'  sea  and  fresh  waters,  and  between  the  countries, 
'  kingdoms,  dominions  and  territories  belonging 
<  unto,  or  under  the  oliedience  of  either  of  them, 
'  &.C.'  it  was  concluded,  that  the  peace  extended 
to  America  as  well  as  Europe  ;  whereupon  many 
of  the  British  privateers  that  had  before  used  thcs« 
seas,  to  the  great  interruption  of  con^merce,  were 
then  induced  to  quit  their  former  course,  and  tc» 
settle  with  the  logwood  cutters  in  the  Laguna  de 
Terminos  ;  so  that  in  the  year  1669,  their  num- 
bers were  considerably  increased,  and  great  quan- 
tities of  v/ood  were  transported  both  to  Janraica 
and  New  England — The  American  treaty  for  re- 
straining depredations  in  those  parts  being  after- 
wards concluded  by  Sir  William  Godolphin  in  July 
1670,  added  to  their  strength  by  encouraging  se- 
veral others  of  the  privateers,  or  seamen,  to  fall 
in  with  this  employment  of  cutting  wood,  to 
which  it  was  now  generally  supposed  they  had  a, 
right  by  the  said  treaty. —  And  as  the  logwood 
trade  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  Jamaica, 
on  the  loth  of  March  167  t.  Sir  Thomas  Lynch, 
then  governor  of  that  island,  not  having  received 
any  orders  how  to  govern  himself  in  this  atlair, 
transmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  the  rea- 
sons that  induced  him  to  encourage  the  same  un- 
der proper  regulations. —  1st.  That  the  English 
had  done  so  for  divers  years. — idly.  It  was  in  de- 
solate and  uninhabited  places. — sdly.  That  this 
seems  a  possession  granted  by  the  American  trea- 
ty.— 4thly.  It  might  give  a  right  to  seclude  the 
Dutch  and  the  French,  if  we  should  break  with 
Spain. —  S^'ily-  I'^c  Spaniards  had  not,  to  that 
time,  made  any  complaints  of  it, — 6thly.  This 
employ  make^  the  reducing  of  the  privateers  more 
easy,  and— jthJy.  That  il  will  employ  i«sO  sail 
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annually,  and  brinp;  in  more  to  his  Majesty's  cus- 
toms and  the  nation's  trade,  than  any  colony  the 
King  hath. — Whilst  these  arguments  were  under 
con.>ideration,  the  liarl  of  Arlington  laid  before 
the  lords  of  the  committee,  a  letter  from  Sir  Tho- 
itias  Modyford,  the  late  uovernor  of  Jamaica,  dated 
the  i6[h  of  May  1672,  wherein,  alter  he  had  given 
an  account  of  the  grtat  extent  or  compass  uf  the 
country,  in  which  the  logwood  grows;  how  mean- 
ly the  Spanifh  towns,  ou  the  aforesaid  tract  of 
land  were  peopled ;  and  of  the  places  frequented 
by  the  En<;Hsh,  he  adds,^ — That  they  have  used 
this  trade  for  three  years  past,  at  first  finding  it 
by  the  sea-side,  hut  a'cewards  heing  forced  to  go 
four  or  five  miles  up  into  the  countiy  for  their  re- 
freshment, they  had  planted  Indian  provision.s 
and  built  houses  theie  to  keep  thtmselves  and 
their  provisions  from  the  sun  and  rain:  that,  in 
general,  they  had  affirmed  to  him,  never  to  have 
seen  any  Spaniards  or  other  person,  in  all  the  time 
of  their  working,  although  they  had  gone  six  or 
seven  miles  further  into  the  country  to  kill  deer, 
&c.  This  possession,  he  says,  in  the  West  Indies, 
is  held  the  strongest  that  can  he,  viz.  falling  of 
■wood,  building  of  houses,  and  clearing  and  plant- 
ing the  ground. — Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  to  confirm 
•what  he  had  before  assertet',  and  to  justify  his 
proceedings,  in  Nov.  167a,  sends  home  the  copies 
of  several  depositions  he  had  taken  from  the  mas- 
ters of  sliips,  and  others  concerned  in  tlie  log- 
wood trade,  and  of  a  proclamation  he  had  issutd 
out  for  the  better  regulation  and  security  thereof, 
impotting, — That  whereas  he  was  informed,  by 
the  oaths  of  many  credible  witnesses,  that  his 
Majesty's  subjects  have  used  to  huut,  fish,  and  cut 
■wood  in  divers  bays,  islands,  and  parts  cf  the 
continent,  not  frequented  or  possessed  by  any  of 
fhe  subjects  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  had,  for 
some  years,  peaceably  done  the  same  without  any 
molestation;  nevertheless,  divers  vessels  having 
been  seized  at  anchor  and  under  sail  by  sonic  pi- 
rates and  fugitives  of  this  island,  and  being  in 
danger  of  heing  so  surprised  again,  therefore  he 
orders  and  appoints  all  vessels  sailing  out  of  the 
Port  Royal,  for  the  afores3id  lawful  employm.ents, 
to  go  out  together  in  small  squadrons,  four  at 
least  in  company,  and  to  give  bond  to  keep  com- 
pany with,  and  to  obey  him,  whom  he  s.hpuld 
rhakc  commander  for  the' voyage,  and  their  mutual 
tiefcnce,  and  what  they  should  lawfully  do  in 
their  own  defence,  and  for  the  preservation  of  his 
IMajfsty's  subjects,  their  ships  and  goods,  be  au- 
thorised and  wairanted,  <Scc.— In  January  follow- 
ing, the  Secretary  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
by  their  order,  advises  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Lynch, 
th.at  he  had  acquainted  him  w-ith  their  lordship's 
pleasure  fully,  concerning  cutting  of  logwood,  and 
that  they  did  aicogether  allow  of  the  same,  pro- 
vided those  tules  were  observed,  which  they  had 
formerly  directed,  and  which  were  sgrecable  to 
what  the  said  governor  himself  had  aheady  men- 
tioned.— This  allowance  of  carrying  on  the  trade 
as  aforesaid,  gave  fresii  vigour  to  those  engaged  in 
it,  though  about  this  lirne  the  Spaniards  began  to 
interrupt  them  in  the  piosecution  thereof,  and  to 
dispute  thtir  right  to  that  liberty  they  hid  so  long 
quietly  enjoyed. — For  we  mujt  insist  on  it,  as  an 
undoubted  and  uncontested  U'.ct,  that  ftom  the 
publication  of  the  treaty  in  rC67,  \mLil  about  two 
years  after  the  conclusion  of  the  American  treatv, 
the  logwood  cutters  had  never  been  in  the  least 
disturbed  or  molested  in  their  employment,  either 
directly  or  indirectly  ;  nor  does  it  appear,  that  the 
Spanish  governors  tool:  any  umbrage  at  it,  or 
liiaie  any  complaint  about  itj  much  kss  did  they 


pretend  to  an  exclusive  right,  cr  that  It  TVas  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  their  commerce. — Nay,  so  far 
were  they  from  expressing  any  re.^entmmt  on  this 
account,  or  making  it  a  pretence  to  justify  the 
first  hostilities  they  committed,  Ii;  i'lolation  of  the 
treaties  both  of  1667  and  167c,  that  xvhm  bir  Tho- 
mas Lynch  sent  to  Don  Fernasdo  Francisco  Des- 
cavedo,  the  governor  of  St.  Francisco  de  Cam- 
peachy,  to  dem.uid  satisfaction  for  two  PJnglisli 
ships  which  had  logwood  on  board,  »ad  were  tak- 
en by  some  Spanish  men  of  war;  in  his  a.iswcr 
to  that  charge  on  the  6th  of  April  1672,  he  takes 
no  notice  ot  our  cutting  logwood,  or  that  those 
ships  had  any  on  bo^rd,  or  that  we  had  .lett'td  on 
tUe  Laguna  de  Terminos,  nor  had  he  any  other 
complaint  to  make  by  wny  of  retaliation,  save 
that  an  English  vessel  had  taken  a  Spanish  bark 
at  the  Laguna  de  Terminos  bound  to  Tobasco, 
which  is  the  more  remarkable,  because  the  said 
Laguna  was,  at  that  time,  and  had  been  several 
years,  actually  in  our  possession. — It  must  like- 
wise be /urther  uiged,  tlrat  bf  fore  the  Queen  Re- 
gent of  Spain  had  published  a  royal  cedula,  bear- 
ing date  the  iid  of  June  J672,  which  orders, 
'  That    such   as  should   make  invasion,  or   trade 

*  without  license  in  the  ports  of  the  Indies,  should 
'  be  proceeded  again.st  as  pirates,  &c.'  it  does  not 
appear  that  cutting  of  logwood  was  esteemed  by 
the  Spaniards  10  he  an  invasion,  and  trading  with- 
out license  ;  hut  by  virtue  of  this  cedula,  it  was  at 
length  carriid  to  that  height,  that  if  our  ships 
had  but  any  logwood  on  board,  they  were  confis- 
cated without  remedy. — Upon  this  subject,  the 
Earl  of  /Arlington,  on  the  19th  of  Match  i6:'4, 
wrote  to  Sir  William  Godolplun,  then  afnbassador 
at  Madrid,  as  follows: — '  Inawoid,  his  Majesty 
'  is  so  sensible  of  the  sufTeriiig?  of  his  subjects  in 
'  this  particular,  that  you  must  endeavour,  by  all 
'  the  skill  you  have,  to  procure  some  liberty  for 
'  the  cutting  of  logwood,  in   those  remote  parts, 

*  v/heie  the  Spaniards  have  none,  and  his  Majes- 
'  ty's  subjects  have  had  long  abode  and  residence  ; 
'  and  the  rather,  for  that  we  find,  by  all  the  le- 
'  plits  we  have  seen,  they  justify  themselves  by 
'  that  single  point  of  cutting  logwood,  nay  even 
'  of  finding  it  on  board  our  vessels,  which  to  us 
'  appears  very  unrea.~onable.' — And  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins,  the  judge  of  the  Admiralty,  in  his  re- 
port to  his  late  ^'.ajesty  King  Charles  II.  of  the 
8th  of  October  1675,  intimating,  '  'I'hat  the  Ame- 

*  rican  treaty  doeJ   require   a  further   elucidation 

*  and  adjustment  between  your  Majesty  anu  the 
'  crown  of  Spain  ;  for  it  appears  by  the  judgment 
'  of  the  Queen,  in  the  matter  of  Campeachy,  and 
'  1>V  their  Cedulas  Reales,  that  they  affix  a  new 
'  interpretation.  upi.'U  that  treaty,  in  declaring 
'  what  shall  be  private  or   not   private,  piize   or 

*  not  piize,  without  communicating,  it  seems, 
'  with  your  Majesty,  and  without  publication, 
'  that  may  reach  your  Majesty's  subjects.'— Ihus, 
by  a  Spanish  Auto,  or  a  decree  of  that  court, 
which  v/as  inconsistent  with,  and    made    fex  fcst 

jiicto)  after  the  ratifications  of  a  public  and  solemn 
treaty,  it  was  manifestly  intended,  not  only  to  de- 
bar rhe  Biitish  subjects  of  that  liberty  they  en- 
joyed before  the  said  treaty  vv^.s  made,  but  in  some 
measure,  to  deprive  them  of  the  common  rigiit  of 
all  nations,  whereas,  if  your  Majesty's  subjects 
did  actually  hold  and  possess  the  Laguna  de  Ter- 
minos, and  the  paits  adjacent,  at  the  time  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  American  treaty,  as  hath  been 
aheady  proved,  the  last  clause  of  the  7th  article 
will  determine  to  whom  the  same  belongs,  via. — 
'  Moreover,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  most  serene 
'  King  of  Great  Briuin,  liis  iieirs  and  successors, 
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*  shall  have,  lioltl,  and  keep,  and  always  possess, 

*  in    lull    right  of    sovereignty,  scignoiy,  pobses- 

*  sion,  and  property,  all  the  lands,  countries, 
'  islands,    colonies,    and   other  places,    be   they 

*  what  tjiey  will,  lying  and   situate   in  the  We»t 

*  Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  America,  which  the 
'  said  King  of  Great  Britain  and  hiu  subjects,  now 
'  hold  and  possessed,  insomuch   ciiey  neither  can 

*  nor  ought  hereafter  to  be  contested  cr  called  in 

*  question  for  them,  upon  any  account,  or  under 

*  any  pretence  whatsoever.'  —  And  as  long  as  the 
8th  article  of  the  same  treaty  sub:.ists,  it  will  ap- 
pear vtry  extraordinary,  that  the  £[)aniards  should 
pretend  to  any  dominion  or  power  in  the  ports  or 
havens  where  they  neither  had  fortilicationa,  nor 
magazines,  or  in  those  places  which  were  not 
possessed  by  th.em,  because  these  descriptions  are 
undoubtedly  laid  down  by  the  treaty,  as  the  sole 
and  distinguishing  marks  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
crown  of  Spain  in  those  ports  and  places,  which 
only  we  were  to  Torbear  sailing  to  and  trailicking 
in,  whilst  all'other  ports  and  places  were  left  open 
and  free. — But  notwithstanding  the  said  treaty 
v.'as  so  strong  in  our  favour,  the  Spaniards  having 
thereby  compassed  the  two  main  ends  they  pro- 
posed to  themselves,  vjz. —  ist.  The  securing  their 
West  India  trade  to  themselves,  by  excluding  us, 
and  consequently  all  other  nations,  from  traiilck- 
ing  with  them  ;  a  point  which  cculd  never  be  be- 
fore obtained,  though  it  was  strenuously  insisted 
on,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  1.  and  afterwards 
in  1630. — zd,  The  dispersion  of  the  privateers, 
who  had  long  miserably  harassed  and  distressed 
the  Spaniards'  settlement,  and  notably  checked 
the  increase  both  of  their  power  and  trade  in 
those  pans,  but  are  now  entirely  reduced,  by  the 
great  care  of  the  English  govcriiors,  and  by  their 
entering  into  the  logwood  trade. — Yet  the  only 
advantages  Great  Britain  aimed  at  by  the  treaty, 
viz.  that  her  subjects  might  carry  on  their  trade 
•without  interruption,  and  peaceably  enjoy  those 
plac-es  they  then  held  and  possessed,  were,  in  a 
great  measure,  absolutely  defeated. — For,  after 
the  publication  of  the  aforesaid  royal  cedala,  many 
of  our  ships  were  made  prizes,  under  that  pre- 
tence, sometimes  by  Spanish  men  of  war,  at  other 
times  by  English  pirates,  seduced  by  the  governors 
into  the  service  of  Spain,  and  afterwards  by  the 
Biscayneers,  that  were  sent  to  cruise  in  those 
seas. — And,  upon  the  same  pretence,  in  April 
i68o,  several  ships  nnder  the  command  of  Don 
Philippo  de  Varedda  Villegas,  arrived  at  the  island 
of  Trist  and  the  Laguna  de  Terminos,  attacked 
onr  logwood-cutters,  whilst  separated  from  one 
another,  and  dislodged  them  from  thence. — More- 
over, the  Spanish  governors  encouraged  by  th  s 
success,  and  little  regarding  the  just  right  of  ypur 
A'iajesty,  or  your  subjects,  even  to  plantations 
still  more  distant  from  their  dominions,  did  soon 
resolve  upon  another  expedition,  and  in  ib'Sz,  sur- 
prised New  Provideuce,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands. 
— But  these  places  were  again  soon  repeopied,  and 
the  trade  from  Tnst  and  the  Laguna,  in  16S2,  was 
greater  than  ever. — The  rise  and  progress  of  the 
logwood  trade,  from  about  the  year  1667,  to  the 
year  1682,  being  thus  stated,  and  laid  before  your 
Majesty,  we  presume  it  would  be  too  tedious,  and 
not  very  material  to  the  point  in  question,  to  en- 
ter into  the  particulars,  how, and  in  what  manner, 
it  was  afterwards  constantly  carried  on  ;  and  how 
it  lias  been,  from  time  to  time,  inierrupttd  and 
supported  until  the  year  1713,  when  the  adjust- 
ment and  settlement  thereof  was  again  under  con- 
sideration, both  at  Madrid  and  Utrecht. —  But 
«ia«c  the  Spaaish  ambaiiador  iusists  ou  U;  that 


by  the  treaty  of  peace  made  at  Utrecht,  in  which 
(he  says)  it  is  stipulated,  *  That  the  lands  or  other 
'  place;  which  had  bocn  taken  in  the  Indies  dur- 
'  ing  the  war,  should  be  evacuated  j  your  Majesty 

*  is  engaged  to  oblige  your  subjects  who  are  come 
'  to  the  lake  de  Terminos,  to  leave  it  immedi- 
'  ately.'  W'e  most  humbly  take  leave  to  repre- 
sent further  to  your  iVajcity : — That  if  his  E.k- 
celkncy  would  hereby  insinuate,  that  your  Ma- 
jesty's bubjects  are  but  lately,  and  during  the  war, 
come  to  the  Laguna  de  Terminos,  this  is  a  mistake 
in  fact;  for  it  appears  by  the  aforementioned  de- 
positions, sent  by  Sir*Thomas  Lynch,  and  Sir 
Thomas  ?»Iodyford,  that  they  were  ihtre  in  1669, 
and  for  some  time  .or  ycits  before;  and  it  is  well 
known  to  the  Spaniards,  that  they  have  been  ever 
since  possessed  of  that  part  of  the  countiy,  ex- 
cept for  two  or  three  months  after  the  aforesaid 
assault  in  1680. — Neither  will  what  the  said  am- 
ha.,sador  asserts  from  the  treaty,  answer  the  end 
for  which  it  was  produced.  —  By  tiie  Sth  article  it 
is,  indeed,  agieed  by  his  Catliolic  iVlajesty,  'not 
'  to  alienate  any  of  liis  territories  in  the  West  la- 
'  dies,  to  the  Fiench  or  any  other  nation  ;  and 
'  upon  this  condition  her   late    Majesty  engages, 

*  that  she  will  endeavont  and  give  assistance  to 
'  the  Spaninrds,  that  the  ancient  limits  of  their 
'  dominions  in  America  be  restored,  iS:c,  if  it  shall 
'  appear  that  they  have  in  any  manner  been  bro- 
'  ken   into,  and   lessened  in  any  part,  since   the 

*  death  of  King  Charles  11.*  But  to  argue  from 
hence,  that  the  Laguna  de  Terminos,  in  posses- 
sion of  the  English  before  the  year  1670,  must  be 
evacuated,  when  this  treaty  has  only  reference  to 
what  has  passed  since  the  demise  of  the  said  King 
Charles  IL  is  very  extraordinary. — But  if  the  am- 
bassador refers  to  tlie  memorial  on  the  afi'airs  of 
commerce,  that  was  signed  at  Madrid,  the  13th  of 
July  17 1 3,  by  the  Lord  Lexington,  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bedinar,  we  must  confess,  that  the  article 
relating  to  the  logwood  trade,  proposed  therein  by 
his  lordship,  had  not  then  its  eftect:  but  we  are 
assured  it  was  from  thence,  among  other  things, 
referred  to  the  discussion  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
at  Utrecht. — What  passed  particularly  on  this  af- 
fair at  Utrecht,  doth  not  appear  to  us  ;  but  by 
the  treaty  of  comm.erce  concluded  ths  28th  of  No- 
vember following  (of  which  the  said  ambassador 
takes  no  notice  in  this  memorial)  and  wherein  the 
several  interests  of  the  two  crowns,  and  their  sub- 
jects, with  respect  to  commerce,  v/ere  more  parti- 
culajly  under  consideration,  it  is  manifest,  that 
the  rights  and  liberties  insisted  on  by  the  British 
subjects  in  the  West  Indies,  were  adjusted  by  the 
Lords  Plenipotentiaries,  and  that  a  clause  in  the 
treaty,  which  determines  this  contest  relating  to 
the  cutting  of  logwood,  beyond  all  possibility  of 
dispute  for  tlie  future,  was  then  agreed  upon  and 
concluded;  it  being  expressly  stipulated  in  the 
first  article  after  the  confirmation  and  ratification 
of  the  A.merican  treaty  n\  1670,  as  follows;^— 
'  Without  any  prejudice,  however,  to  any  liberty, 
'  or  power,  which   the  subjects  of  Gieat    Britain 

*  enjoyed  before,  either  thtough  right,  suiierance, 
'  or  indulgence.' — If,  therefore,  this  coniptehen- 
sive  clause  (which  relates  only  to  the  West  In- 
dies) confirms,  secures,  and  re-e?tab!isi)es  those 
liberties,  which  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  en- 
joyed in  America  before  the  treaty  in  1670,  it  ne- 
cessarily follows: — That  they  having  then  enjoyed 
the  liberty  of  cutting  logwood,  without  any  in- 
terruption (as  hath  been  fully  piovtd)  either 
through  right,  suflerance,  or  indulgence,  they  arc 
again  entitled  by  tliis  treaty,  to  the  same  liberty, 
in  as  plain  and  express  wwii  as  CaU  b^  UicU  ©r 
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imagined — Antl  that  youi-  Majesty   may  be  more 
fully  apprised  ot  the  importance  of  this  trade,  the 
»ame  will  be  eflectually  demonstrated  by  the    fol- 
lowing account  of  the  quantities   of  logwood   im- 
ported slute  the  war,  viz. 
T. 
In  17135    —    4189 
1714,    —    4B78 

I7i5>    —    5S63 
1716,    —    aojz 


17 


Q.  lb. 

3  -a 

3  H 

I  14 

a  5 


la  four  years,  Tons  14065  Z  3  9  _ 
That  is,  cemrnunibus  iinnis,  tons  3741,  which  can- 
not be  computed  at  less  than  £.60,000  per  annum 
though  the  price  is  at  present  reduced  from  f_,-^o 
toX\i6  per  ton,  whereas,  before  your  Majesty's 
subjects  were  settled  there,  it  was  worth  £.tCO  the 
ton. — Nor  i',  this  trade  less  necessary  than  bene- 
ficial to  your  Majesty's  dominions,  by  reason  of 
the  grtat  encouragement  it  t^ives  to  our  seamen 
and  shipping,  which  at  all  limes  requires  a  parti- 
cular attention,  but  now  especially,  when  it  is 
daily  observed,  tint  very  many  British  marineis, 
either  through  defect  of  the  laws,  for  want  of  em- 
ployment at  home,  or  in  hopes  of  greater  advan- 
tage abroad,  enter  tliemsclves  into  foreign  scrvi«e. 
— Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  humbly  of 
opinion  ; — That  the  subjects  of  this  your  Majes- 
ty's kingdom,  for  some  years  before,  as  well  as 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  American  treaty  in 
1670,  did  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  liberty  of  cut- 
ting logwood  in  the  Laguna  de  Terminos,  and  in 
other  places  not  inhabited  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
province  of  Jucatan,  either  through  right,  suffer- 
ance, or  indui,i;ence. — That  the  said  American 
tieaty  did  establish  a  right  in  the  crovm  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Laguna  ue  Teiminof,  and  the  parts 
adjacent;  those  places,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty, 
and  for  some  years  before,  being  actually  in  pos- 
jession  of  the  British  subjects. — That  the  royal 
Cedula  issued  out  by  the  court  of  Spain,  was  a 
violation  of  the  aforesaid  treaty,  forasmuch  as  the 
canying  on  the  trade  to  the  Laguna  de  Terminos, 
•was  thereby  interpreted  an  invasion,  and  the  log- 
wood-cutter? accounted  pirates. — And  that  your 
Majesty's  subjects  having  been  (at  least)  suffered 
to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  cutting  logwood  as  afore- 
said, before  the  conclusion  of  the  American  trea- 
ty (although  your  Majesty  should  not  insist  on 
your  said  right  to  the  Lauuna  de  Terminos)  yet 
that  the  same  liberty  is  absolutely  granted  and 
confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  made  at 
L'trecht. — And  we  do  further  think  it  our  duty  to 
represent  to  your  P>'Iajesty,  that  although  the  said 
Soanish  ambassador  seems  to  declare  in  his  me- 
liiorial,  that  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  dislodge 
your  subjects  settled  on  the  Laguna  de  Term.inos, 
in  a  less  time  than  eight  months  froin  the  date  of 
hi  said  memorial ;  yet  they  \vere  dislodged  and 
taken  prisoners  in  the  sanie  month  the  memorial 
v;as  delivered,  as  appears  by  several  aftldavits  sent 
to  this  boird  by  General  Hamilton,  your  Mrijesty's 
governor  of  the  Leeward  islands. — All  which  is 
most  humbly  submitted. — Signed,  Suffolk,  J.  Lhet- 
nvynJ,  Charlti  Cooki,  J.  Mo'cswi't/,,  D.  PulUney,  M. 
Bladen. 

i'Vhitehall,  Sept.  25/^-,  I717. 

Report  made  to  the  French  Consul  by  Co!.  Setas- 
tiani,  extracted  from  the  Mujiueur  of  ihe'j^ih 
of  Jan.  1S03. 

On  the  16th  of  September  I  embarked  at 
Toulon  on  board  the  Corneiie,  and  on  tliL  30:h 
I  arrived  ai  Tripoli,    i  immcdiateJy  wi-acs  lo 


Baron  Cederstrom,  the  Swedish  Rfar-Adm.   as 
well  as  to  the  inin.  of  the  Tacha,  to  offer  them 
rny  mediation  to  terminate  the  differences  exist- 
ing betvy-een  the  Swedish  Court  and  the  Regen- 
cy.    My  mediation  w^s  accepted  :   the  niin.  and 
the   Rear-Adm.    repaired   to  the   Commissarial 
House  of  France,  and  we  entered  on  the  nego- 
tiation.    The  two   parties   were    far  asunder  ; 
the  Pacha  demanded  a  considerable  sum,  and  an 
augmentation  of  the  annual  tribute.     He  urged 
a  treaty  made  two  years  ago  by  an  envoy  of  the 
K.  of  Sweden,  which  assured   the  payment  of 
245  thousand  heavy  piastres,  and  of  an  annuity 
of  20,000;    he    added,  that  two  years  of  war 
had  subjected    him  to    extraordinary   expenses, 
and   that  he  used  great  moderation  in  conform- 
ing  himself  to  tlie  treaty  in   question.     M.  de 
Cederstrom    only  offered,   in   the   name  of  his 
Court,     100,000    piastres    for    the    redemption 
of  the  Swedish  slaves,  who  were  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty,  and  an  annuity  of  5000 
piastres.     After  much  debate,  1    succeeded   in 
making  them  sign  a  treaty  which  fixed  the  pay- 
ment of  the  ransom  at  130,000  piastres,  and  the 
annuity  at  8000. — On  the   1st  of  October  I  was 
presented  with  much  pomp  to  the  Pacha,  who 
received  me  in  rhe  most  distinguished   manner. 
The   exchange  of  the  ratif.  of  the  tr.  of  peace 
took  place,   and  the  Ital.  Rep.  was  formally  ac- 
knowledged.    I  caused  its  flag  to  be  hoisted   on 
the  Commissarial  House  of  France,   and   it  was 
saluted   by   the    frigate  and  the  place,  with  21 
guns. — It   was   not  without    difficulty  that   the 
Pacha  consented  to  acknowledge  that  Rep,     He 
feared  that  all  Italy  was  comprized  in  this  n6w 
Rep,  and   that,   in  consequence,    he   would    be 
obliged  to  respect  indiscriminately  all  the  ships 
of  commerce   of  that    part    of    Europe  : — this 
would  destroy  his  marine.     I  gave  him  the  ne- 
cessary   explanations,     and    particularly    those 
which  related  to  the  object  of  his  apprehensions, 
and   he  replied   to  me,  '  Certainly  I  wish  to  be 
at  peace  with  the  ital.  Rep.  without  too  much 
injuring  my  interest;  but  if  it  v/ere  still  more 
difficult,   I  would  do  it,  since  the  great  Buona- 
parte   desires  it.' — The   Pacha  of  Tripoli   is  a 
brave    and     enterprizing    iTian,    the    friend    of 
France,     The  English  have  furnished  succours 
to  his  brother,  who  is  at  present  at  Derue,  with- 
out  means   or  credit,     ffis  plan  is   to  raise  the 
country  against  the  Bey. — The  political  and  ad- 
ministrative affairs  of  the  regency  are  conduct- 
ed   by    Seid-Muhammed-el-Deghais,    Min.    of 
the  Pacha.     This  man   is  full  of  sagacity,   and 
has   even    some    notions  of    European    politics. 
He  has  been  in  France,  and  preserves  for  our 
country  a  predominant  sentiment  of  affection. — ■ 
On  the  2d  of  Oct.  I  set  cut  from  Tripoli,  and 
on  the   16th  arrived   at  Alexandria:  the  same 
day  1  waited  upon   Gen.  Stuart,  Comt.  of  the 
English  forces  by  land  and  sea.     I  communi- 
cated  to  him  the  order  of  the  Min,  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  which  enjoiiled  me  to  proceed  to  Alex- 
andria, and  if  the  Eng.  still  occupied  that  place, 
to  demand  a  speedy  evacuation,  and  the  e.xecu- 
tion  cf  the  tr.  of  Amiens. — Gen.  Stuart  then 
told  me,  that  the  evacuation  of  the  place  would 
shortly  be  effected  ;  but  seeing  that  I  insis.ted, 
aad  thdi  I  ds^irsd  an  aaswer  less  vague,  he  d«- 
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cbred  to  me,  that  he  had  no  order:  from  his 
Cour:  to  quit  Alexandria,  and  ih.-it  he  even  be- 
lieved he  should  pass  the  winter  there. — Gen. 
Stuart  is  a  man  of  7ntdlocrs  talents ;  he  has  for 
liis  aid-de-camp  a  Fr.  eniigranr,  caliv  d  the 
Chev.  dc  Sades,  a  man  of  talent,  and  an  enemy 
of  France,  who  has  mucii  influence  o>er  the 
Gen. — I  went  the  same  day  to  see  Khourchid- 
Ahmid,  the  Pacha  of  Alexandria  and  the  Capi- 
tan  Bt  y,  Com.  of  the  Forces  vf  the  Ottoman 
Porte. —  After  the  customary  compliments,  and 
some  language  agreeable  to  the  Sublime  Porte, 
I  announced  to  tliem,  that  the  agents  of  French 
commerce  would  assemble  in  Egypt.  Th;- 
communication  gave  them  the  greatest  pleasure, 
and  they  did  not  conceal  that  they  sa^v  with 
grief  the  stay  of  the  Eng.  in  the  country. 
ti)ld  them,  that  their  stay  could  not  be  much 
longer,  and  th:ii:  the  general  peace  left  no  doubt 
of  their  appr  aching  oepartuie. — On  the  ITch  I 
visited  the  Cheik  El-Messiry.  The  same  day 
I  also  visited  the  Cheik  ibrshim  Mufti. — On 
the  18th  I  visited  the  Coupure  du  Khalidj, 
which  has  formed  the  Lake  Mareotis.  The 
current  of  the  waters  of  the  Lake  Madie  is  still 
very  strong,  and  if  the  Porte  does  net  make 
haste  to  re-estab'.ish  this  important  canal,  the 
overflows  which  t  .ke  place  on  the  little  tongue 
of  laird  that  separates  the  two  lakes,  will  ren- 
der the  opening  so  considerable,  that  it  will  be 
impossible  ro  travel.  1  do  not  think  that  t!;e 
Swedish  engineer  sent  by  the  Porte  to  direct 
these  labours,  has  the  necessary  talents.  The 
■formation  of  the  Lake  Mareotis  appears  to  have 
contributed  to  the  !:a;ubrity  of  the  air.  The 
eity  has  no  otlier  water  than  what  it  draws  from 
.the  wells  of  Marabouf.  This  little  fort  I  found 
guarded  by  an  Eng.  and  Turkish  garrison,  in 
order  to  protect  the  inhabitants  who  came  to 
draw  water. —  I  employed  the  day  of  the  ]9ch 
in  perambulating  the  town,  and  receiving  dif- 
ferent individuals  who  came  to  visit  me. — On 
.the  20th,  I  set  out  for  Cairo,  escorted  by  two 
Turkish  officers,  and  six  Fr.  soldiers,  whom  I 
had  taken  on  board  the  fri;rfte,  but  contrary 
winds  obliged  me  to  return  to  the  port. — Tiie 
next  day  I  was  at  j^boukir,  where  1  passed  the 
night.  I  profited  by  this  opportunity  to  visit 
the  fort,  which  is  in  a  very  ruined  state. — On 
the  22d,  I  arrived  at  Rosetta,  after  having  vi- 
sit the  Fort  Julien  ;  I  saw  the  same  day  Osrnan, 
Aga,  and  Duvanny  of  the  town,  as  well  as  all 
the  Christians  who  reside  there. — The  'J3d  1 
was  at  Faone,  where  I  visited  the  commandant 
of  the  place,  the  Cadi,  and  the  Cheiks ;  1  re- 
ceived from  the  latter,  and  from  all  those  whom 
I  entertained,  protestations  of  attachment  to  the 
First  Consul. — I  passed  the  next  day  at  i^ali- 
nianie,  where  1  visited  the  Cheik  Muhammed 
Abou-Aly  ;  the  fort  of  the  town  is  almost  en- 
tirely destroyed— ^[  visited  on  the  25th,  at  Me- 
nouf,  the  Clieik  Abdin,  whom  the  First  Consul 
had  appointed  Cadi.  The  other  Cheiks  of  that 
town  who  came  to  visit  me,  held  the  same  lan- 
guage, as  those  of  Faone.  I  .said  to  them,  '  The 
First  Consul  loves  your  country  much,  he  speaks 
of  it  often  ;  he  interests  himself  in  your  happi- 
ness ;  he  did  not  forget  you,  and  recommended 
you  to  Uip  Porte,     He  has  made  peace   with 


Europe,  and  this  country  will  fee!  the  interest 
which  he  takes,  and  the  recollection  which  he 
has  preserved  of  the  poor  Cheiks  of  Egypt.'— 
Muhammed  Kachef-Zourba  Matzellem,  who 
commanded  at  Menouf  on  my  journey  through 
that  town,  has  been  beheaded  in  consequence  of 
being  accused  of  communications  with  the  Ma- 
melouks. — The  two  forts  of  Menouf  are  de- 
stroyed.— I  arrived  the  same  day  at  Boulak.  I 
sent  'Immediately  Citizen  Toubert  to  inform  the 
Pacha  of  Cairo  of  my  arrival. — The  next  morn- 
ing, the  Co'th,  the  Pacha  sent  300  cavalry  and 
20~^l)  infantry,  commanded  by  the  principal  ofn- 
cers  of  his  household,  to  accompany  me  to  him, 
amidst  a  great  many  discharges  of  artillery. — 
H-tving  arrived  at  the  Pacha's,  I  said  to  him, 
'  Peace  has  been  concluded  between  the  French 
Rep.  and  the  Sub.  Porte  ;  ihe  ancient  relations 
of  amity  and  commerce  have  been  re-establish- 
ed, and  1  am  charged  by  the  Great  Consul  Buo- 
naparte, to  assure  you  of  his  benevolence,  and 
to  announce  to  you  the  arrival  of  Commissaries 
of  the  Fr.  Commerce  in  Egypt.*  The  Pacha, 
answered  me,  *  The  benevolence  with  which 
the  First  Consul  has  honoured  me,  penetrates 
me  with  gratitude,  and  his  commercial  agents 
shall  meet  here  the  most  friendlv  reception.'— 
I  proceeded  then  to  the  house  vfbich  the  Facha 
had  prepared  for  me. —  I  received  the  same  day 
the  visits  of  all  the  principal  men  of  the  countr)', 
and  of  the  Copt  Intendants. — On  the  27th  I 
again  repaired  to  the  Pacha,  with  whom  I  had 
a  long  conference,  [  spoke  to  him  in  these 
words  :  '  The  First  Consul  cakes  in  you,  and 
the  country  which  you  govern,  a  very  lively  in- 
terest, and  desires  to  contribute  to  your  happi- 
ness;  he  has  charged  me  therefore  to  offer  yo'i 
his  mediation,  in  order  to  make  peace  betweea 
you  and  the  Beys. 

The  Pjcha  thanked  mewarmlvand  sincerel^r 
for  the  mtercst  which  the  First  Consul  took  la. 
his  behalf,  but  he  protested  to  me,  that  he  ha(d 
the  mo^t  positive  orders  from  his  court,  to  make 
a  war  of  extermination  upon  the  Beys,  and  not 
to  enter  into  any  arrangement  with  them.  I 
observed,  that  the  unfortunate  circumstances 
which  had  happened  t^the  Ottoman  troops  (they 
had  been  beaten  five  tinies  successively  by  the 
Mamelouks),  rendered  their  position  very  criti- 
cal, and  that  obstinacy  exposed  them  to  the  loss 
.f  the  province.  He  then  communicated  tome 
the  order  of  the  T'o:t(;,  and  I  saw  beyond  a  doubt 
that  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  enter  into  any 
accommodation.  I  informed  him  that  I  intend- 
ed to  visit  the  different  Cheiks  of  Cairo,  and 
also  Madame  Mora  \  Bey,  and  to  inspect  the  en- 
virons and  fortifications  of  the  city.  He  ordered 
imnediately  that  the  guard  which  he  had  sent 
should  accompany  me  wherever  I  wished  to  go^ 
informing  me,  that  he  would  use  every  means  i» 
his  power  to  render  my  stay  at  Cairo  agreeable* 
— The  sam.e  day  I  commenced  my  visits,  beginr 
ning  v/ith  the  Cheik  Abdallah-el-Ghescanoi,  of 
the  Great  iMosque.  As  1  was  expected  by  him, 
he  had  assembled  a  considerable  number  of 
Cheiks,  The  conversation  turned  upon  the  in- 
terest which  the  First  Consul  took  in  Egypt,  on 
his  power,  his  glory,  and  on  his  esteem  and  be- 
nevolence for  the   learned    Cbtiks    of    Cair*. 
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Their  answers  expressed  their  attachment  to  his 
person. — He  must  have  been  a  witness  like  my- 
self, to  the  enthusiasm  excited  at  the  view  of  tiie 
portrait  of  the  First  Consul,  to  form  an  idea  of 
the  exaltation  of  their  sentiments.  I  have  given 
it  to  all  the  principal  Cheiks  of  Cairo,  and  of  the 
towns  where  1  have  travelled.- — On  the  28th  I 
invited  the  Cheik  Omar  El-Berky,  prince  of  the 
Shiriss :  he  was  ill,  and  I  saw  only  his  son. — 7  he 
Cheik  Suleiman  PLl-Fargoumy,  received  me 
with  much  friendship,  and  assured  nie  of  his 
lioundless  admiration  for  the  First  Consul. — 
The  Cit.  Joubert  and  Beye  have  certified  to  me 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo  never  testified  so 
much  attachment  to  France  as  on  my  arrival. — 
When  wc  pass  along  the  streets,  every  body  sa- 
kites  us.  Their  astrologers  make  predictions 
every  day  as  to  what  concerns  the  First  Consul. 
— On  the  29th,  I  v/cnt  to  visit  Madame  Murad 
Bey  :  her  intendant  had  already  prayed  of  me 
that  I  would  grant  her  an  interview.  I  inform- 
ed her,  that  the  First  Consul  had  charged  me  to 
interpose  my  mediation,  in  order  to  make  their 
peace  with  the  Sub.  Porte  ;  but  that  the  Pacha 
had  ordered  that  no  negotiation  should  be  en- 
tered into. — I  employed  that  day  and  the  fol- 
lowing in  visiting  the  citadel,  the  isle  of  Ro  da 
Gize,  Boulak,and  all  the  other  little  forts  which 
surround  the  city.  The  Turkish  soldiers  mur- 
mured to  see  me  visit  their  forts,  but  I  feigned 
not  to  hear  them,  and  continued  my  course  and 
my  observations. — On  the  29th,  in  returning  to 
fort  Dupuy,  a  soldier  menaced  me  with  his  at- 
tagan,  but  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  testified 
highly  their  indignation  against  him,  1  did  not 
stop  at  his  menaces,  and  continued  my  route.  A 
moment  afterwards  Mustapha  Oukil,  one  of  the 
ciiiefs  of  the  city,  passed  before  rne  on  horse- 
back. In  passing,  he  reproached  my  guides 
with  marching  before  a  christian,  and  above  all, 
hcfore  a  Frenchman,  and  menaced  them  with 
the  bastinado  after  my  departure.  I  could  not 
be  silent  under  such  an  insult  ;  and  upon  my  re- 
turn I  sent  Cit.  Joubert  to  the  Pacha,  to  make 
my  complaint,  and  deinand  a  prompt  redress.  I 
declared  to  him  tiiat  I  expected  this  man  would 
come  publicly  to  me  to  ask  my  pardon,  place 
himself  at  my  disposal,  and  implore  my  pity. 
He  found  tiiat  Mustapha  was  greatly  protected 
by  the  Pacha,  and  wanted  to  arrange  it  other- 
wise ;  but  I  persisted  by  declaring  formally  to 
the  Pacha,  that  if  this  reparation  was  not  made 
in  the  manner  in  which  I  demanded  it,  I  should 
instantly  depart,  and  immediately  write  to  Paris 
and  Constantinople  to  state  my  complaint.  This 
declaration  produced  all  the  effect  which  I  ex- 
pected ;  and  Mustapha,  alarmed,  came  on  the 
following  day  to  me,  conducted  by  Rosctti,  and 
he  publicly  asked  my  pardon,  and  put  himself 
at  my  disposal,  i  told  him  that  my  first  inten- 
tion had  been  to  cutoff  his  h^ad.  and  that  I  only 
gave  him  his  life  at  the  solicitations  of  the  Pacha 
and  M.  Rosetti ;  but  if  in  future  he  should  ever 
insult  the  French,  or  those  in  their  suite,  his 
destruction  would  be  inevitable.  This  affair, 
-which  was  instantly  spread  throughout  the  whole 
city,  produced  the  best  effect. — The  same  day  an 
attempt  was  made  to  excite  the  Albanese  against 
me.     Two  letters  from  P.osctt;;  written  bv"En>'. 


protegees,  assured  tliat  there  had  been  seen  upon 
the  coasts  of  Narolia,  a  French  Hect  of  500  sail ; 
that  we  were  marching  against  Constantinople, 
and  that  my  visit  to  Egypt  had  no  other  object 
but  to  deceive  them,  and  blind  them  to  their 
dangers.  I  made  the  mercht.  come  to  me  who 
had  received  the  letter:  1  made  him  give  it  me 
—  I  instantly  sent  it  to  the  Pacha  himself,  telling 
him  that  this  absurd  news  was  spread  to  occasion, 
disorders,  and  to  endeavour  to  alter  the  good 
understanding  which  existed  befnreen  France 
and  the  Sublime  Porte  ;  and  I  guaranteed  the 
falsehood  of  it  with  rny  head. — The  Pacha,  had 
discovered  the  snare,  and  did  not  fall  into  it.  He 
even  communicated  to  me  a  letter  from  Gen. 
Stuart,  which  he  had  just  received,  and  to  which 
was  joined  an  order  of  the  day,  of  the  First  Con- 
sul, when  he  commanded  the  army  of  Egypt. 
This  order  of  the  day  was  dated  in  Aug.  1799, 
and  recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the  Egyptians, 
that  Constantinople  was  tributary  to  Arabia,  and 
that  the  time  was  now  come  to  restore  Cairo  to 
its  supremacy,  and  to  destroy  the  Eastern  em- 
pire of  the  Ottomans.  Gen.  Stuart  begged  the 
Pacha  to  consider  the  spirit  of  that  order,  and  to 
judge  from  it  of  our  attachment,  and  of  our  peace 
with  the  Turks.  I  was  indignant  to  find  that  a 
soldier  of  one  of  the  most  polite  nations  of  Eu- 
rope should  degrade  himself  so  far  as  to  instigate 
assassination,  by  means  of  such  an  insinuation — 
the  Pacha  treated  me  with  the  greatest  polite- 
ness, and  the  bng.  at  Cairo  were  witnesses  of 
the  attachment  of  that  city  to  the  French. — 1  re- 
ceived a  deputation  from  the  monks  of  Moiant 
Sinai,  wdiom  I  recommended  to  the  Pacha  :  I 
MTote  to  their  superior,  to  assure  them  of  the 
friendship  and  protection  o  the  First  Consul. — 
The  monks  of  the  Propaganda  at  Cairo,  whom  I 
placed  under  the  national  protection  which  they 
enjoyed  before  the  war,  celebrated  a  Te  Dxnm 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  First  Consul.  I  as- 
sisted at  this  ceremony,  at  which  all  the  chris- 
tians of  Cairo  were  present.  The  evening  be- 
fore my  departure  (the  2d  of  Nov.)  I  had  ano- 
tlier  interview  with  the  Pacha,  and  recommend- 
ed all  the  christia^is  of  Cairo  to  h's  protection,  as 
well  as  the  Turks,  who  during  the  residence  of 
the  French  in  Egypt,  were  connected  with 
them.  He  not  oHiy  promised  to  respect  them, 
but  even  to  treat  them  with  bounty. — On  the  Z<\, 
i  set  out  in  a  conveyance  of  the  Pacha's  in  order 
to  repair  to  Damietta. — The  Pacha  ordered  me 
to  be  escorted  to  Boulak,  with  the  same  honours 
that  I  received  on  the  day  of  my  arrival.  I  had 
written  to  Capt.  Gourdin,  to  repair  to  Damietta 
with  the  frigate,  in  order  to  convey  me  to  Syria, 
■ — On  the  5th,  I  stopped  a  short  time  at  Sime- 
noud,  and  aherwards  at  Mansoura,  where  I  sav/ 
tlie  commandant  of  the  city  and  the  Cheik  Es- 
seid-Muhammcd-El-Chenaoni,  who  came  to  see 
me,  as  well  as  all  the  other  Cheiks.  I  spoke  to 
them  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  Cheiks  of 
Egypt,  and  received  the  same  promi^ses  of  at- 
tachment. The  tower  of  Mansoura  is  destroy- 
ed. The  same  day  I  arrived  at  Damietta.— 
The  next  day  I  went  to  Ahmed-Pacha-Behil,  a 
creature  of  the  Grand  Vizier's ;  he  returned  my 
visit  the  same  day. — He  conducted  himself  per- 
fectly well  to  me  during  my  stay  in  that  city.— 
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On  the  7th,  T  went  to  visit  the  fort  of  Lesbe  and 
the  towers  of  Bogaz.  They  have  not  continued 
the  works  of  that  fort,  which  is  in  a  bad  state  : 
those  of  Bogaz  are  in  a  good  condition.  There 
is  a  garr!'.,m  of  200  men  in  the  fort  and  in  the 
towers. — On  the  8th,  1  received  the  visit  of  Has- 
san Tcnbr:  his  inlluence  over  the  inhabitants 
of  Mcnsale  is  still  the  same. — On  the  9ih,  I  went 
to  Scneni(,  v/here  I  saw  the  Chcik  Ibrahim-El- 
Behlout,  he  who  behaved  so  well  to  the  French 
under  the  orders  of  General  Vial,  when  they 
were  taken  :'.nd  itnprisoned.  The  First  Consul 
had  exempted  his  village  from  all  contributions. 
- — I  saw  all  the  Cheiks  at  Damiet:-a,  particularly 
AW  Khasaki,  whom  the  First  Consul  had  in- 
vested with  a  pelisse  :  he  is  possessed  of  great 
credit,  and  is  much  attached  to  the  F'rench. 
There  are  at  Damietta  two  christians,  who  are 
men  of  merit,  and  may  be  very  useful  to  us :  — 
they  are  M.  Bazile  and  Don  Bazile.  They  are 
possessed  of  good  information,  have  very  consi- 
derable fortunes,  and  are  very  highly  respected. 
in  Fg7pt,  chiefs,  merchants,  people,  all  like  to 
talk  of  the  First  Consul — all  offer  up  prayers  for 
his  happiness.  AH  the  news  which  concerns 
h'm  spread  from  Alexandria  or  Damietta  to  the 
pyramids  and  the  grand  cataracts,  with  astonish- 
ing rapadity.  On  the  14th  the  frigate  arrived 
at  Bogaz  from  Damietta.  I  immediately  set  out 
for  Acre,  at  which  place  I  arrived  on  the  19th.— 
The  20th  of  Nov.  in  the  morning,  I  dis- 
patched Citii:ens  Joubert  and  Legrange  to  Dgez- 
zar- Pacha,  with  a  letter,  in  which  1  stated  to 
him,  that  peace  being  concluded  between  France 
and  the  Porte,  the  relations  of  commerce  should 
be  re-established  on  the  footing  they  stood  before 
the  war,  and  that  1  was  charged  by  the  First 
Consul  to  confer  with  him  on  these  objects.  I 
begged  of  him  to  answer  me  in  writing,  if  he 
was  inclined  to  treat  with  me.  In  some  hours 
the  messengers  returned — Dgezzar  had  received 
them  coldly.  He  expressed  his  desire  to  see  me 
personally,  but  was  unwilling  to  write.  Every 
body  advised  me  not  to  see  him,  without  an  as- 
surance written  by  himself;  but  this  he  appear- 
ed unwilling  to  do:  but  notwithstanding  this 
cautionary  advice,  and  his  obstinate  rcfus'-il  to 
write,  I  determined  to  repair  myself  immedi- 
ately to  Acre. — I  repaired  to  the  house  of  the 
ComiTiissary  of  the  Seven  Isles.  Very  soon  after, 
the  Drogoman  of  the  Pacha,  Informed  of  my 
arrival,  came  to  conduct  me  to  the  Pacha,  who 
received  me  in  an  apartment  where  he  was  un- 
attended, and  which  v.-as  without  any  other  fur- 
niture than  a  carpet.  He  had  on  one  side  of 
him  a  pistol  with  four  barrels,  a  small  air-gun, 
a  sabre  and  a  hatchet.  After  inquiring  as  to  my 
health,  he  asked  me,  whether  I  v/as  not  persuaded 
that  our  end  is  pre-ordained  in  Heaven,  and  that 
nothing  could  change  our  destiny.  1  answered 
that  I  belitved  as  he  did,  in  predestination.  He 
continued  to  speak  for  some  time  on  that  subject. 
1  perceived,  however,  that  he  affected  a  degree 
of  simplicity,  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  he 
wished  to  pass  for  a  man  of  witij  as  well  as  for 
a  just  man.  He  repeated  several  times — '  Jt  is 
said,  that  Dgezzar  is  barbarous — this  is  false,  he 
is  but  just  and  severe.  Request  of  the  First 
Consul,  not  toser.d  me,  as  Commissary  of  Com- 


mercial Relations,  a  lame  or  a  blind  man  ;  be- 
cause such  a  person  wotdd  be  sure  to  say,  that 
Dgezzar  had  made  him  so.'  Soon  after,  he  said, 
'  I  desire  that  the  Commissary  you  miy  send 
shall  reside  at  Seide  ;  as  that  is  the  most  com- 
mercial port  in  my  dominions :  besides,  it  is  not 
necessary  he  should  reside  here,  where  1  shall  be 
myself  the  French  commissary,  and  shall  take 
care  that  your  countrymen  be  well  received.  I 
highly  esteem  the  French.  In  stature  Buona- 
parte is  small,  but  he  is  nevertheless  the  greatest 
of  mankind.  I  know  that  he  is  greatly  re- 
gretted at  Cairo,  where  they  wish  to  see  liim 
again.' — 1  made  a  few  observations  on  the  peace 
between  France  aiid  the  Porte  ;  to  which  he  an- 
swered, '  Do  you  know  why  I  hive  thus  receiv- 
ed, and  feel  so  much  pleasure  at  seeing  you  .-  It 
is  because  you  corne  unauthorised  by  a  firman, 
and  without  any  orders  from  the  Divan.  1  have 
the  greatest  contempt  for  its  blind  vizier.  They 
say  that  Dgezzar  is  a  Bosnian,  a  man  of  straw, 
and  cruel  to  excess;  but  nevertheless,  I  can 
stand  the  ordeal.  I  was  once  poor.  My  father 
had  nothing  to  bequeath  me  but  courage.  I 
have  achieved  my  own  elevation,  by  dint  of  ex- 
ertion. This,  however,  docs  not  make  me  proud, 
and  Dgezzar,  perhaps,  will  soon  finish  his  career, 
not  that  he  is  old,  as  his  enemies  report,  (he  then 
performed  some  of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  Ma- 
melukes, in  their  mode  of  rising  their  arms,  &c. 
which  he  really  executed  with  surprising  adroit- 
ness and  agility),  but  because,  most  likely,  God 
will  have  it  so.  The  King  of  France,  once  so 
powerful,  has  perished. — Nebuchadnezzar,  the 
greatest  of  all  Kings,  was,  when  his  time  was 
come,  killed  by  a  fly,  &c.'  He  made  several 
other  observations  in  this  strain,  and  afterwards 
spoke  of  the  motives  v/hich  induced  him  to 
make  war  upon  the  French  army;  from  the 
whole  of  his  demeanour  it  could  easily  be  seen, 
that  he  wished  to  be  on  good  terms  with  tlie  First 
Consul,  and  that  he  stifled  his  resentments. — The 
following  is  the  apologue,  which  he  used  to  de- 
monstrate the  causes  of  his  resistance.  '  A  black, 
slave,'  he  said,  '  after  a  long  journey,  in  wiiich 
he  had  sufTered  the  greatest  privations,  arrived 
at  a  little  field  of  sugar  canes — he  stopped  thereia 
and  indulged  himself  in  partakmg  of  the  delici- 
ous liquor  they  afforded,  and  at  length  was  de- 
termined to  remain  on  the  spot.  Very  soon 
after,  tv/o  travellers,  who  had  followed  him 
came  up.  The  first  said  to  him,  Salamalu:e 
(the  mode  of  wishing  health).  The  devil  take 
it,  answered  the  black.  The  second  traveller 
then  approached,  and  inquired  why  he  had 
answered  in  such  a  way  to  so  eood  a  wish.  C 
had  very  good  reason  for  it  replied  he  ;  if  1  had, 
answered  in  a  friendly  manner,  the  man  would 
have  entered  into  conversation  with  me,  and 
afterwards  sat  down  beside  me  ;  he  would  have 
partaken  of  my  refreshments,  and  finding  them 
desirable,  would  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  ex- 
clusive possession.' — I  recommended  to  the  fa- 
able  attention  of  Dgtzzar  the  christians  and  the 
convents  at  Nazareth  and  Jesrusalem  ;  he  as- 
sured me  that  he  would  treat  ihem  w;th  much 
regard.  1  did  not  forget  the  Mutuales,  and  re- 
ceived the  same  assurance  in  their  behalf. 
Dgezzar  frequently  observed   to   mtj,  that   his 
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word  was,  with  him,  more  sacred  than  treaties. 
Our  conversation  was  interrupted  for  some  mo- 
ments by  a  kind  of  military  music,  which  he 
performed  in  a  very  agreeable  stile. — The  palace 
of  Dgezzar  is  built  with  much  taste  and  elegance  ; 
but,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  apartments,  a 
number  of  turnings  are  necessary.  At  the  foot 
cf  the  staircase,  however,  is  situated  a  prison, 
the  gate  of  which  is  allowed  to  be  open  from 
noon  till  evening.  I  sav/  a  number  of  the  un- 
fortunate inhabitants.  In  the  courts  I  observed 
twelve  tield-pieces  well  mounted,  and  in  admi- 
rable order.  Never  did  1  encounter  a  sight 
rnore  hideous  or  repulsive  than  that  of  the  nii- 
ristcr  of  Dgezzir,  whom  I  met  in  going  out. 
The  Paclia  had  caused  one  of  his  eyes  to  be  put 
out,  and  his  nose  and  ears  lo  be  cut  off.  I  saw 
in  the  town  more  than  a  hundred  individuals  in 
the  same  state.  On  beholding  the  domestics  of 
Dgezzar,  and  even  the  inhabitants  of  Acre,  one 
would  imagine  himself  in  the  resorts  of  Brigands, 
ready  to  assassinate.  This  monster  has  imprinted 
the  mark  of  his  atrocious  character  upon  every 
thing  within  the  hmits  of  his  power.  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  whilcat  Acre,  the  procu- 
rateur  of  the  Propaganda,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Holy  Land.  Of  the  former,  and  of  the  Com- 
missary of  the  Seven  Isles,  I  collected  some  in- 
formation concerning  the  present  state  of  Syria, 
and  the  fortiScations  of  Acre,  of  which  I  had 
seen  but  a  part — I  was  not  suffered  to  visit  them. 
The  piocurateur  of  the  Holy  Land  is  grateful  to 
the  First  Consul  for  the  protection  he  had  af- 
forded the  monks.  He  assured  me  that  my  re- 
commendation to  Dgezzar  would  be  very  useful. 
He  hinted  to  me  Dgezzar's  earnest  wishes  to  be 
on  good  terms  with  the  First  Consul.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  the  former  behaved  very  well  to  the 
crew  of  a  French  vessel  which  put  into  Acre 
shortly  before  my  arrival. —  Dgezzar  occupies  all 
Palestine,  with  the  exception  of  Jaffa,  where 
Aboumarak  Pacha  has  been  besieged  nearly  five 
months,  by  a  force  of  '>'000  men.  TJiis  opera- 
tion prevents  Dgezzar  from  carryingon  hostilities 
v.ith  the  desired  vigour,  against  the  Emir  of  the 
Druses,  who  for  the  space  of  a  year,  liad  paid 
him  no  tribute. — Tripoli  is  tranquil  at  present  : 
!t  is  different  at  Aleppo,  v/hence  the  Pacha  has 
been  driven.  Damascus  is  in  open  rebellion 
against  the  Forte  :— not  only  has  the  Pacha  of 
the  Divan  been  expelled,  but  the  Aga  who  com- 
manded the  Citadel  for  the  Turks,  has  been  de- 
livered up  by  the  soldiers  to  the  insurgents,  v/ho 
have  decapitated  him.  Tripoli  is  now  under  a 
rebellious  Pacha,  who  is  a  creature  of  Dgezzar, 
who  has  lately  ordered  him  to  protect  the  pil- 
grims from  Mecca.  In  a  word,  all  Syria  is  with 
Dgezzar,  and  the  Ottomans  are  as  much  detested 
here,  as  in  Egypt. — The  Mutuales  live  peaceably 
n  their  villages  ;  they  have,  however,  been 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  borders  of  the  sea  : 
Aboumarak  is  now  at  the  last  extremity ;  this 
man  is  equally  inconsiderate  and  cruel,  and  is 
surpassed  only  by  Dgezzar. — The  Christians  are 
even  more  in  dread  of  him,  and  tremble  for 
their  futute  situation.  The  monks  of  the  con- 
vent of  Jafia  have  withdrawn  to  Jerusalem. — 


The  f?lst  Nov.  I  quitted  Acre.  As  the  winds 
were  unfavourable  to  a  voyage  to  Jaffa,  I  set  sail 
for  Zante,  where  I  arrived  the  4th  December. 
1  landed  the  same  day,  but  the  ship's  company 
were  put  under  quarantine.  1  repaired  to  the 
house  of  the  French  commissary,  escorted  by  the 
officers  of  health. — I  soon  learned  that  the  isle 
and  the  Rep.  were  split  into  different  parties, 
and  that  even  the  tranquillity  of  the  place  was 
threatened.  I  assembled  the  members  of  the 
Constituted  Authorities,  and  the  principal  per- 
sons of  the  town,  at  the  house  of  the  Gov.  ]M. 
de  Calishipode.  After  having  represented  to 
them  the  interest  which  the  First  Consul  took  in 
their  welfare,  1  induced  them  to  lay  aside  that 
spirit  of  party  which  diitracted  them,  and  to 
wait  without  passion,  and  in  silence,  the  new 
constitution.— These  few  words  were  received 
with  enthusiasm,  and  all  of  them  exclaimed 
"  France  for  ever!  Buonaparte  for  ever!" 
These  cries  were  reiterated  on  rny  going  out,  by 
more  than  4000  men,  who  followed  me  to  the 
door.  The  gov.  and  the  Russian  commandant 
were  alarmed  at  it  ;  and  I  learned  by  the  French 
commissary,  on  the  f jliowing  day,  that  two  of 
the  leading  men  were  sent  to  prison,  but  that, 
on  his  solicitations,  and  fearful  of  my  reproaches, 
they  were  set  at  liberty  in  the  course  of  the 
night.  I  went  to  the  Conciergerie,  and  had  the 
gov.  brought  there.  I  spoke  to  him  strongly  on 
the  irregularity  of  his  conduct.  He  was  alarmed, 
and  promised  that  he  would  look  upon  those 
who  cried  out  '  Live  the  First  Consul,'  as  good 
citizens,  and  should  in  future  treat  them  as  such. 
— As  he  sent  in  the  course  of  the  night  a  cou- 
rier to  his  government,  and  I  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve he  had  made  a  wrong  report,  1  immedi- 
ately wrote  to  the  Chargt  cV  Affaires  of  the  Rep. 
at  Corfou,  to  inform  him  what  had  passed,  and 
that  I  was  setting  off  for  JVIessina. —  I  cio  not 
stray  from  the  truth  in  assuring  you  that  the 
islands  of  the  Ionian  Sea  will  declare  themselves 
French  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  shall  offer 
itself. 

ENGLISH  ARiMY  inEgypt. — That  army, 
commanded  by  C^eneral  Stuart,  consists  of  4430 
men.  They  wholly  and  exclusively  occupy 
Alexandria  and  the  neighbouring  Forts.  The 
Turks  who  formed  the  garrison  of  some  of  these 
Forts,  have  been  removed.  Lately  the  English 
gen,  has  occupied  Demanhour  with  100  infantry 
and  100  horse,  under  tlie  pretext  of  curbing  the 
Arabs.  The  English  have  m.ade  no  necessary 
works  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Forts  ;  the 
Pallisades  are  almost  entirely  destroyed,  and 
the  branches  occasioned  by  the  rains  have  very 
much  damaged  all  the  new  fortifications.  They 
occupy  none  of  the  works  which  are  beyond  the 
line  of  the  Arabs,  and  all  the  redoubts  v/hich 
existed  at  the  departure  of  the  French  army  are 
destroyed. — The  Pacha  of  Cairo  furnishes  to  the 
English  army  corn,  rice,  wood,  and  provisions, 
without  any  payment.  The  consumption  is  treble 
what  it  should  be  ;  they  commit  great  waste.  A 
great  inisunderstanding  reigns  between  General 
Stuart  and  the  Pacha. 

[  To  be  concluded  in  our  nexi.'\ 
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Invincible  Stand.^rd. 

It  was  onr  intention  to  have  addressed 
the  public,  for  the  last  time,  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but,  having  heard,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  it 
in  contemplation  to  bestow  a  suitable  re- 
ward on  LuTZ,  we  think  it  right  to  wait, 
till  we  are  more  fully  informed  on  that 
point.  In  the  mean  time  we  insert  here, 
for  the  perusal  of  our  readers,  an  Extract 
from  a  work  of  great  eminence  just  pub- 
lished ;  and  we  request  the  partizans  of  the 
Sinclairs,  the  Highland  Society,  and  all 
others,  who  have  had  the  injustice  to  com- 
plain of  our  publications  on  this  subject ; 
we  request  them  .to  reply  to  Captain 
AValsh.  Let  them  recollect,  that  the  Cap- 
tain's work  is  a  large  and  costly  book,  that 
it  will  be  put  into  all  the  libraries,  public 
and  private,  that  it  will  be  read  by  the 
present  and  by  the  succeeding  generation  ; 
therefore,  let  them  now,  if  they  have  just 
cause,  make  their  complaint,  or  let  them 
for  ever  after  hold  their  tongues. 


Extract  from  a  Journal  of  the  late  Campaign 
in  Egypt,  including  Descriptions  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  of  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  Malta,  Mar- 
piorice,  and  Macri.  By  Captain  T.  JVatsb, 
of  his  Majesty  s  Q3d  Regimetit  of  Foot,  and 
^ide-de-Camp   to  Major- General  Sir  Eyre 

r   Cwte,  K.B. 

"  A  Standard,  covered  with  the  military 
^'  exploits  of  the  corps  to  which  it  be- 
"  longed  (according  to  General  Rcynier,  a 
"  battalion  of  the  2ist  demi-brigade),  fell 
"  into  the  hands  of  the  Minorca  or  Queen's 
"  German  Regiment.  It  was  taken  by  a 
"  private  named  Anthony  Lutz,  for  which 
*'■  he  received  a  Certificate  from  the  Adju- 
"  tant-General,  and  the  sum  of  twenty 
"  dollars.  This  man,  never  having  learned 
*'  to  write  or  read,  was  incapable  of  being 
"  made  a  Serjeant,  to  which  post  he  would 
"  otherwise  have  been  advanced.  In  the 
"  early  part  of  the  action,  a  standard  had 
"  been  wrested  from  the  French  by  the 
"  42d  Regiment,  which  was,  however,  un- 
*'  fortunately  retaken  from  them"     i\  101, 
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TO      THE     RT.     HON;     LORD     HAWKESEURY, 

H,  m's.  secretary    of  state  for  fo- 
reign   AFFAIRS. 

My  Lord, Of  the  six  letters,  which 

I  addressed  to  your  Lordship,  in  the  months 
of  April  and  May  last,  (l)  on  the  Definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace,  one  was,  as  you  may  pro- 
bably recollect,  on  the  subject  of  the  ces- 
sion, made  by  Spain  to  France,  of  the  in- 
valuable province  oi  Louisiana;  which  ces- 
sion, having  been  announced  to  the  world 
previous  to  the  signature  of  the  said  treaty, 
did,  in  that  disgraceful  and  destructive  com- 
pact, receive,  through  the  fatal  advice  of 
you  and  your  colleagues,  the  tacit  consent 
and  sanction  of  His  Majesty.  (2)  The  evils  of 
this  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
have  not  been  tardy  in  making  their  appear- 
ance: to  bring  them  forth,  to  render  them 
evident  to  all  the  world,  has  not  required 
that  long  process  of  time,  that  "  course 
"  of  ages,"  in  \^hich  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
was  pleased  to  admit  the  possibility  of  an  in- 
convenience, arising  from  the  cession  of 
Louisiana,  Of  the  curious  reasoning,  how- 
ever, made  use  of,  on  this  subject,  by  your 
Lordship  and  your  colleagues,  1  shall  speak 
more  fully  by  and-by.  The  object  of  the 
present  letter  is;  1.  to  give  an  account  of 
the  measures  which  have  already  takea 
place,  with  respect  to  the  interests  of  the 
Anglo-Americans,  as  connected  with  the 
cession  J  2.  to  describe  the  feelings  excited 
by  those  measures  j  3.  to  trace  out  the  line 
ot  conduct,  which  will  hereafter  be  pursued 
by  the  French,  and  to  show  what  will  be 
the  effect  thereof  oa  the  Americans  : 
To  state  my  opinion  as  to  the  ultimate  con- 
sequences with  respect  to  the  commerce,  the 
navigation,  the  power,  and  the  independence 
of  England. 

1.  The  measures,  which  have  already  taken 
place,  with  respect  to  the  interest  of  iheAme- 
ricans,  as  connected  with  the  cession,  are  no 
less  striking  in  themselves  than  rapid  in  their 


(i)  See  these  letters.  Register,  Vol.  I.  p.  353— 
398 — 427—443—489—515.  ■ 

(3)  See  treaty  between  France  and  Spain,  Rfg. 
Vol.  I.  p.  32.— bee  also  p.  440!  tli;u  vol.  where  tkc 
consequcncei.  ot  the  cesiioa  are  poioUd  out. 
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uccession.  By  tlie  treaty,  concluded  be- 
jween  Spain  and  the  United  States,  at  San 
Lorenzo  el  Real,  on  the  27-h  of  October 
1795,  the  latter  obtained  a  right  of  free  na- 
vigation and  of  deposit,  such  as  is  described 
in  the  articles  of  that  treaty,  cited  in  ray  last 
letter  to  the  Americans.  (3)  The  longer 
enjoyment  of  this  right  has  now  been  pro- 
hibited, and  of  this  prohibition,  the  follcw- 
ing  is  the  history. — On  the  l-6th  of  October 
last,  just  when  the  season  was  approaching 
for  the  arrival  of  the  cotton  and  other  Ame- 
rican produce  at  New  Orleans,  the  Spanish 
Intendant  of  Louisiana,  Juan  Ventura 
LIoKALES,  issued  a  proclamation,  forbidding 
the  Americans  to  deposit  their  merchandize 
there  upon  the  usual  terms,  whicli  prohibi- 
tion was  not  accompanied  with  the'  designa- 
tion of  any  other  place,  in  the  Spanish,  now 
French,  territories,  where  they  might  make 
their  deposit.  (4)  Upon  an  application  from 
the  American  factors  at  New  Orleans,  it  was 
signified  to  them,  that  the  prohibition  was 
absolute  as  to  the  discontinuation  of  any  and 
of  every  privilege  arising  out  of  the  treaty  ; 
but  that,  the  deposit  might,  by  way  of  indul 
gence  be  continued  for  a  short  time,  and, 
during  pleasure,  upon  condition  of  their  pay- 
ing the  established  duty  of  the  port,  anwunt- 
ing,  upon  an  average,  to  about  tj  per  centum, 
immediately  after  the  entry,  and  a  like  duty 
upon  exportation,  which  condition,  as  the 
Americans  observe,  is,  in  efftct,  little  short 
of  an  act  of  confiscation.  On  the  Ipth  of 
October,  two  American  boats,  which  arrived 
loaded  with  flour,  were,  in  spite  of  the  re- 
monstrances of  the  parties  concerned,  pre- 
vented from  depositing  their  cargoes ;  and 
thus  the  prohibition  was,  at  once,  carried 
into  practice. — An  official  report  of  these 
transactions  having  been  communicattd,  by 
express,  to  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Governor 
of  the  Mississippi  territory  (5)  and  to  J.  Gar- 
KARD, Governor  ofthe  State  of  Kentucky,  ((>) 
the  former  wrote  to  Manuel  de  Salvauo, 
tlie  Spanish  Governor  of  Louisiana,  request- 
ing an  explanation,  (7)  and  stating  the  injus- 
tice of  the  prohibition  complained  of,  to 
which  request,  he  had,  it  appears,  not  re- 
ceived any  answer,  when  the  last  advices 
came  away.  The  Governor  of  Kentucky 
communicated  the  information,  which  he  had 
received,  to  tlie  legislature  of  tliat  state,  (8) 
who,  tliereupon,  passed  certain  resolutions, 
declaring  the  proclamation  of  the  Spanish 
jntendai.t  to  be  "  a  direct  infraction  of  the 
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(3)  Ste  the  preceding  number,  p.  174. 

(4)  See  the  proclamation,  p.  241. 

(c)  See  M.  W.  E.  Hilling's  letter,  p.  242, 

(6)  See  Meeker  and  Co.  letter,  p.  24 1. 

(7)  See  his  letter,  p.  243. 
(3)^See  his  ktter,  p.  244. 


"  treaty  of  179.5,"  (9)  which  I'esolutions  were 
followed  by  a  joint  memorial  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said 
state,  addressed  to  the  general  government 
of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
President  and  both  Houses  of  Congress.  (10) 
— On  the  22d  of  December,  seven  days  after 
the  opening  of  the  session  of  congr^-ss,  the 
President,  in  conipliance  with  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  lower  Elouse,  on  the  J/th  of 
that  month,  communicated  to  them  by  mes- 
sage, the  several  papers,  above  mentioned, 
relative  to  the  subject,  together  with  a  re- 
port thereon,  which  had  been,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Madison, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. This  message  of  the  President,  (ll) 
like  the  passage  in  his  opening  message  re- 
lative to  tlie  same  subject  (12),  is  extremely 
vaguev^nd  indefinite  ;  and,  the  report,  as  it  is 
called  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  (13)  is  a  mere 
list  of  the  papers,  by  v/hich  it  is  accompa- 
nied. The  secretary  does,  indeed,  term  the 
prohibition,  at  New  Orleans,  a  "  I'lolation 
'•  of  the  treaty  ;"  but  he  afiects  to  believe, 
that  lliis  violation  has  not  been  duly  autho- 
rized by  the  government  of  Spain;  and,  as 
to  France,  no  allusion  whatever  is  made, 
either  in  the  report,  or  in  any  of  this  long 
list  of  papers,  though  the  people  ef  America 
appear  well  convinced,  as  t:\G.'^  one  must 
be,  that  the  order  for  all  the  harsh  mea.^ures 
complained  of  originated  with  her,  and  with 
her  alone. 

2,  In  describing  the  feelings,  excited  by 
these  measures,  in  the  breasts  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  and  people,  it  would  be 
necessary,  had  I  time,  to  enter  into  a  pre- 
vious description  of  the  two  classes  of  per- 
sons in  that  country,  which  two  classes  are, 
with  respect  to  their  political  opinions  and 
their  foreign  attachments,  diametrically  op- 
posed to  each  other.  On  this  subject  I 
must,  hov,ever,  content  myself,  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  speak  incidentally,  or  perhaps  not  at 
all.  The  reeling  of  resentment,  against  those 
who  have  caused  the  prohibition  at  New 
Orleans,  seems  to  be  as  general  as  one  could 
reasonably  expect;  and  though  the  Ken- 
tuckians  and  the  French  faction  do,  indeed, 
speak  of  Spam  as  being  the  aggressor,  it  is 
evident  enough,  that  the  blame  is,  at  the 
bottom,  universally  ascribed  to  France. 
Your  Lordship  has  heard  the  language  ofthe 
government ;  I  will  now  lay  before  you  what 
1  regard  as  a  pretty  fair  specimen  of  the 
language  of  the  people.  It  is  an  extract  from 
the  American  Daily  Advertiser,  published  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  26th  of  December  last. 
This  print  is  the  oldest  in  America,  and  is 

(9)  See  p. 241.  (10)  See  p.  241.  (ii)  See 
p.  241.        (ir)  See  p.  1J7.  (ij)  See  p.  241, 
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the  property  of  Mr.  Ponlson,  the  librarian  of 
the  city,  a  man  of  property,  of  excellent 
character,  of  very  extensive  connexions,  of 
great  information,  and  of  considerable  ta- 
lents.— "  Will  not  the  same  imperious  neces- 
"  sity,  on  which  the  murder  of  tlie  negroes 
in  St.  Domingo  is  now  attempted  to  be 
justified,  be  urged  in  justification  of  similar 
atrocities  on  our  Western  waters,  should  the 
French  be  permitted  to  take  possession  of 
Louisiana  ?  Do  they  not  claim,  under  tliis 
title,  the  whole  of  our  country  westward  of 
the  Alleghany  mountains  ?  And  may  not  tfse 
tranquil  possession  of  this  extensive  territory 
require,  also,  the  total  extirpation  of  the 
present  race  of  settlers  in  Kentucky,  in 
Tennessee,  &c.  ? — for  which  purpose  will 
not  hordes  of  savages  be  let  loose,  with  their 
tomahawks  and  scalping  knives,  along  our 
widely  extended  frontiers.'  The  partiality  of 
the  Indians  for  the  French  is  too  well 
known,  and  their  ferocity,  when  counte- 
nanced by  hostile  foreigners,  is  always  tre- 
mendous. There  is  but  one  sovereign  re- 
medy against  such  complicated  evils,  and 
that  is,  to  tahe  bnniedlate  pessessk-ii  of  Nliu 
Orleans,  ATaboc  and  Pensacola.  The  occu- 
pancy of  tiiese  posts,  luill  serve  the  purposes 
qf  negotiation,  as  ivell  as  of  self-defence,  ivbich 
is  lbs  primary  object  at  this  eve?itful  crisis. — 
Already  is  the  public  sentiment  beginning 
strongly  to  manifest  itself  in  reg:ud  to  the 
conduct  of  Spain  through  her  authorized 
agent,  the  Intendant  of  New  Orleans.  The 
expression  of  just  indignation  and  disposi- 
tion to  repel  aggression  ,  which  marks  the 
well-timed  and  spirited  memorial  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislature  to  the  President  and 
Congress,  is  re-echoing  from  different  quar- 
ters of  the  Union,  and  the  National  Legis- 
lature is  impressively  urged  to  the  adoption 
of  decisive  and  vigorous  measures  of  redress. 
That  France,  instigating  the  imbecile  and 
pusillanimous  cabinet  of  Madrid,  is  in  rea- 
lity the  secret  mover  of  the  recent  infringe- 
ment on  our  rights,  there  are  irresistible  rea- 
sons for  believing.  Of  the  cession  of  Loui- 
siana by  the  latter  to  the  former  we  have 
(m  addition  to  the  president's  message)  va- 
rious corroborative  evidence,  and  the  policy 
of  France  or  rather  Buonaparte  in  forcing 
Spain  to  deliver  it  up  unconditionally  and 
unshackled  by  stipulations  with  the  United 
States  is  palpable  and  self  evident.  In  fact, 
the  Paris  Gazettes  assert  that  it  is  ?ww  ceded  to 
toe  French  Republic  in  the  same  state  hi  ivhich 
Spain  formerly  received  it,  that  is,  disencumbered 
of  the  privileges  of  deposit  and  free  navigation  to 
the  Americans." — This  is  the  very  quest ;om, 
my  Lord,  which  I  discussed  in  my  last  let- 
ter to  the  Americans.  I  v\^as  compelled, 
from  every  reason  wi>ich  suggested  itself  to 
^\y  mind,,   to  decide  it  against  our  hitai.- ; 
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and,  I  am  sorry  to  perceive,  that  the  asser- 
tion here  attributed  to  France,  has  not,  as 
yet,  at  least,  been  met,  in  America,  by  ar- 
gument. Indeed  the  legal  right  of  France 
to  shut  the  Americans  out  of  the  ports,  and 
to  cut  oft"  their  navigation  of  ihe  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi,  does  not  even  appear  to  be 
controverted. — But,  to  proceed  with  the  ex- 
tract : — "  The  inference  from  the  act  of 
"  French  diplomacy,  is  clear  and  unequivo- 
"  cal.  Buonaparte  may  now  make  a  new 
''  bargain  and  dictate  his  terms  of  a  fresh 
"  gr.iut  of  the  same  privileges  of  which  he 
"  has  recently  deprived  us  by  his  coercion 
"  of  Spain. — If  we  believe  in  the  cession  of 
"  Louisiana  to  France,  we  can  find  no  dif« 
"^  faculty  in  viewing  that  the  late  m.easure  of 
"  the  Spanish  Intendant  as  a  prelude  to  our 
"  being  interdicted  ere  long  the  free  navi- 
"■  gation  of  the  Missis'^ippi. — France,  tiiiis 
"  holding  at  her  disposal  the  important  rights  of 
"  deposit,  and  free  i?igres5  and  egress  by  sea,  cart 
"  then,  and  most  assuredly  will  temper  and  m- 
"  gotiate  vjith  the  -zaestern  country,  and  having 
"  an  inesti?nable  boon  to  ojfer,  and  probably  the 
"  additional  privilege  of  trading  to  her  Euro- 
"  pean  and  West  India  ports,  on  the  fuvourlts 
"  footing  of  colonists,  luill  thereby  easily  secin-a 
"  their  good  nvitl,  and  detach  them  from  thu 
"  Atlatiiic  states. — The  dismemberment  of  our 
"  empire,  and  the  dissolution  of  our  union  being 
"  thereby  afected,  the  close  of  this  tragical 
"  drama  may  be  as  easily  imagined  as  ds' 
"  scribed." — Now,  my  Lord,  befoie  I  pro- 
ceed further  with  my  quotation,  1  beg  leave 
to  request  your  Lordship  to  pause  a  little 
here,  and  to  compare  the  opinion  of  this 
American  writer,  v/ith  tlie  opinion  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship 
on  the  2lst  of  March,  1802,  (i-J)  "  With  sa 
"  awful  a  prospect  before  us,  and  so  polite 
"  and  crafty  an  adversary  to  contend  wiih, 
"  does  not  prudence,  and  the  solemn  con- 
"■  siderations  of  safety  and  self  preservation, 
"  dictate  the  imperious  necessity  of  losing 
^'  not  a  moment  in  occupying  Louisiana 
"  with  our  troops,  and  arresting  from  Spain, 
"  who  has  daringly  infracted  her  treaty  with 
"  the  United  States,  and  iu'^ulted  our  go- 
"  vernment,  the  only  sure  pledge  of  our  tu- 
"  ture  security. — If  this  all  important  de- 
"  sideraturn  is  not  already  secretly  obtain- 
"  ed  through  the  negotiation  of  our  govern- 
"  ment,  we  can  never  hope  for  another  and 
"  so  fair  an  opportunity  of  possessing  it. 
"  The  hostile  act  of  Spain  now  invitca  and 
"  challenges  the  easy  emerprize,  and  already 
"  are  ihe  irritated  inhabitants  of  the  J'/estern 
"  country  brandishing  the  arms  of  vengeance, 
"  and  ardently  vvaiting  the  signal  of  attack 
*'  under   the  sanction  and  auiiiority  of  the 

(14}  See  Register,  Vol.  I.  p.  ^.43% 
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"  general  government.  Of  the  consequences 
*'  of  a  war  with  Spain  alone,  we  have  no- 
"  thing  to  dread,  but  every  thing  to  hope  ; 
*'  even  from  a  contest  with  France,  we 
"  have  nothing  to  apprehend,  that  can  be 
"  compared  to  the  precious  object  at  slake, 
"  cur  independence  and  security  against  all 
*'  aitem[)ts  to  disunite  the  "Western  from  the 
*'  Atlantic  states. — A  fortunate  and  prop'i- 
"  iious  occurrence  of  circumstances  nii'ite,  and 
*'  form  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  decisive 
"  measures.  France,  led  by  a  military  and 
"  despotic  chief,  who  by  his  gigantic  strides 
*'  towards  universal  dominion,  has  again 
"  aiuakened  the  remaining  independent  poivers 
"  of  Eur  ops  to  opposition,  has  just  failed  in  an 
*'  arduous  and  fruitless  attempt  to  re-con- 
*'  quer  St.  Domingo,  and  re  organize  her 
*'  West-India  islands.  The  fatal  conse- 
"  quences  of  her  great  disasters,  when 
*'  known  and  felt  by  her  ruined  merchants, 
*'  will  recoil  on  the  head  of  Buonaparte,  and 
*'  by  tarnishing  the  splendor  of  his  military 
*'  fame,  must  essentially  diminish  public 
*'  coniidence,  and  paralize  all  his  future 
*'  operations  —Europe  and  the  West  Indies 
*'  will  afford  an  ample  field  for  the  exercise 
*'  of  Buonaparte's  skill  and  address,  without 
"  scattering  his  forces  and  weakening  his 
*'  strength  by  colonizing  Louisiana,  and 
^'  sending  invading  fleets  and  armies  against 
*'  the  United  States.  From  the  knoivn  dis- 
"  position  of  the  British  cabinet,  and  the  com- 
*'  plexion  of  her  i-isksent  movements  in 
*'  coNCEET  iviTH  AusTRiA  and  Russia, 
*'  ibe  would  rejoice  in  so  fair  an  opportunity  of 
"  curbing  the  ambition  and  power  of  France, 
"  and  cementing  her  connexion  with  the  United 
"  States. — The  inevitable  consequence  of 
**  America  and  Great  Britain  united  in  a 
"  war  against  France  and  Spain,  even  with- 
*'  cut  the  aid  of  Austria  and  Russia,  must 
"■  be  the  loss  of  all  the  possessions  in  the 
*'  West  Indies  and  continents  of  North  and 
"  South  America,  of  the  latter  party.  'Tis 
"  therefore  to  be  presumed  that  they  would 
"  never  hazard  a  contest,  the  chances  of 
"  which  would  be  so  unequal  and  favour- 
"  able  to  her  adversaries." — Alas!  my  Lord, 
how  little  did  this  gentleman  know  of  the 
"  disposition  of  the  British  cabinet  T  How  lit- 
tle did  he  know,  alas  !  of  the  system  and 
the  motives  of  the  "  prudent  ministers,"  of 
the  "  safe  politicians  !"  Here  is  another 
proof  of  what  might  have  been  done,  of 
what  might  j)/f^  be  done,  but  of  what  will 
neither  be  done  nor  attempted  by  you  and 
your  colleagues. — Your  Lordship  will  per- 
ceive, that  the  observations  I  have  here  cited 
were  written  in  December,  just  at  the  time 
when  the  Americans  had  heard  of  your  ia- 
moixa  re nnii5tra?i££  in  hbalf  of  Switzirland, 


and  of  the  no  less  famous  Swiss  sr/hscription 
which  was  proposed  in  ;hat  republic-loving 
print,  the  Morning  Chronicle  :  and,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Americans,  of  iheir  hope  of 
successful  resistance,  was  founded  on  these 
transient  symptoms  of  a  disposition  in  Eu- 
rope to  resist  the  further  encioachments  of 
France, 

To  trace  out  the  line  of  conduct,  which 
will  now  be  puisutcl  by  the  French,  with 
regard  to  Louisiana,  and  to  shew  what  will 
be  the  efl'ect  of  that  conduct  in  the  Ameri- 
cans, is  a  task  much  less  difficult  to  perform 
than  your  Lordship  may  imagine;  but  this 
part  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  consequences,  which  will  ulti- 
mately result  from  the  cession,  with  respect 
to  the  commerce,  the  navigation,  the  power, 
and  the  independence  of  England,  I  am  re- 
luctantly compelled  to  reserve  for  another 
letter.— In  the  mean  time  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c  &c.  WM.  COBBETT. 

London,  iQth  Feb.  1S03. 


A  PARTING  AVORD  TO  CANDIDUS,  WITH  A 
LITTLE  TKUTH  FOR  VEEAX.  —  TO  THE 
EDITOR. 

"  Reading,  Feb.  2,  1802. 
Sir, — Poor  Candidus,  grov/ing  tired,  I 
suppose,  of  keeping  up  a  fictitious  charac- 
ter any  longer,  so  plainly  betrayed  himself 
in  his  third,  and  still  more  in  his  fourth  let- 
ter, by  his  virulence  against  all  the 
late  and  some  of  the  present  connexions  of 
Mr.  Addington,  the  palpable  irony  of  his 
pant-gyric  on  my  illustrious  friend  himself, 
and  his  tenderness  for  Mr.  Fox,  that  1  had 
intended  to  let  him  drop  into  oblivion  with- 
out any  further  notice.  He  took  away  aU 
the  pleasure  of  tracing  his  treachery,  by 
making  it  too  glaring  to  be  overlooked.  But 
in  the  Star  of  Thursday  last,  I  discovered 
my  old  antagonist  in  a  new  shape — under  the 
signature  of  Verax,  A  superficial  critic, 
at  the  first  glance,  might,  perhaps,  doubt  of 
their  identity.  He  might  say,  that  Candi- 
dus certainly  is  not  Verax,  and  Verax  is 
not  Candidus;  the  pretended  man  of  can- 
dour has  no  moie  veracity  tlian  what  escapes 
from  him  against  hi»  will,  and  the  asserted 
man  of  veracity  has  not  a  single  particle  of 
candour.  This  is  true :  but  I  very  well 
know  the  gcntleinan  in  question.  Indeed 
we  in  this  neighboarhood  are  all  of  us  well 
acquainted  with  the  fertility  of  his  pen  j 
and  let  any  man,  if  he  has  patience,  wade 
through  the  letter  of  Verax,  and  then  tell 
me,  whether  he  does  not  liud  it  to  contain 
the  same  sentiments  with  the  four  letters 
of  Candidus,  the  same  dull  joke  of  com- 
plaining that  1  aai  in  jest,  the  same  flimsy 
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pretence  of  bringing  charges  in  my  name 
wliicli  I  never  made,  and  then  taking  care 
not  to  refute  one  of  them,  the  same  rancour 
against  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  same  avowed 
disHke  of  my  friend's  great  leading  measure, 
the  Peace.  The  only  difFerence  is,  that  the 
writer  has  now  lashed  up  his  candour  into  a 
passion  ;  he  rails  at  me,  without  reserve, 
froin  beginning  to  end  of  his  paper. 

With  tins  explanation,  I  trust  that  Vkkax 
will  not  expect  me  to  take  any  direct  notice  of 
him,  excepL  to  inform  him,  that  whatever  he 
thinks,  lam  not  yet  sore  enough  to  be  angry. 
I  shall  tlierefore  apply  myst  If  to  him  ra- 
ther under  his  former  name,  when  he  kept 
a  little  more  within  the  bounds  of  propriety 
and  g«od  manners  There  is  one  topic, 
howevci ,  to  which  I  a'luded  in  my  last,  that 
certainly  has  been  wrested  from  me  ;  I  mean, 
the  treachery  of  his  lavish  compliments  to 
you,  Mr.  CoBBETT,  as  having  produced  re- 
luctant conviction  in  the  country,  to  the 
prejudice  of  my  friend  He  has  now  made 
ample  amends  by  as  furious  an  attack 
upon  you.  You  had  impartially  inserted  in 
your  Register  my  detection  and  exposure 
of  his  artifices:  in  the  blindness  of  his  re- 
sentment he  confounds  you  and  me  toge- 
ther; atld  sacrifices  his  old  grudge  against 
Air.  AoDiNciTOM  to  his  new  enmity  against 
you.  The  consistency  of  this  conduct  pro- 
bably made  it  necessary  for  him  to  change 
the  ma:.k 

The  unerring  clue  to  guide  us  through 
the  crooked  ways  of  this  sly  mischief  maker, 
is  the  desire  which  he  every  where  mani- 
fests, the  attempt,  with  which  he  sets  out 
and  concludes,  to  make  an  open  breach  be- 
tween the  present  and  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Now,  Sir,  I  believe  with 
you,  that  the  stability  of  my  friend  in  office 
does  not  depend  on  the  support  of  Mr. 
Pitt.  No,  Sir !  he  will  owe  it  to  that  happy 
middle-line  of  wisdom  and  virtue  which  at- 
taches to  hitn,  and  unites  atnong  themselves, 
persons  and  characters  the  most  dissimilar, 
his  own  Sovereign  and  the  Fikst  Con- 
sui„  of  France,  Mr.  Pitt  and  ISIr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Sheridan  and  Mr.  Hawkins  Bkowne,  Sir 
GusGORY  Page  Turner  and  Mr.  Wil- 
BEKFORCE,  those  who  love  peace  for  the 
sake  of  economy,  and  those  who  approve 
large  establishments  for  the  sake  of  secu- 
rity, those  who  are  afraid  of  St  Domingo  be- 
coming a  great  military  station  in  the  hands 
of  the  French,  and  those  who  dread  its  bting 
the  centre  of  a  negro  empire,  statesmen  who 
think  that  a  minister  ought  to  lose  his  head 
for  surrendering  Malta  or  the  Cape,  ami  ge- 
nerals who  declare  that  we  can  only  take  co- 
lonies and  settlements  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  up  again  3  in  short,  bit,  all  but 
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Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  Windham,  and 
some  half  a  dozen  followers  of  their  inter- 
ested and  quixotic  notions,  not  deserving 
the  appellation  of  a  party.  Yet  firm  and 
unshaken  as  he  stands,  gratitude  forbid,  that 
ever  my  friend  should  encourage  the  slight- 
est disrespect  towards  his  early  benefactor ! 
Can  he  ever  forget?  No:  1  am  persuaded 
he  never  will — that  when  there  was  not  an 
attorney  inWestminster-Hall  who  had  the  sa- 
gacity to  discover  his  talents  so  far  as  to  trus';. 
him  with  a  halfguinei  motion,  Mr.  Pitt  in- 
tuitively discerning  his  modest  merit,  raised 
him  at  once  to  be  the  first  commoner  of  Great 
Britain.  And  all  the  world  agrees  that  no 
man  ever  became  the  robes  and  full-bottom 
wig  better.  Yet,  when  he  was  called  to  his 
present  situation,  such  were  the  sneers  of 
the  silly  and  narrow-minded  (and  you  know. 
Sir,  what  a  majority  they  forin  in  every 
country)  that  he  could  hardly  have  been  able 
to  have  made  out  any  ministry  at  all,  if  Mr. 
Pitt  had  not  used  all  his  influence  to 
strengthen  and  support  him.  Mr.  Adding- 
TON  has  a  due  sense  of  this  service;  he  is 
always  ready  to  acknowledge  it  j  and  none 
but  his  pretended  friends  and  real  enemies 
will  seek  to  deny  or  disguise  it. 

In  a  sotigat  a  public  dinner,  complimen- 
tary to  Mr.  Pitt,  (where  by-the  by,  want- 
ing that  politeness  v.^hich  my  friend  so  pro- 
perly showed  to  his  Reading  neighbours,  he 
did  not  attend  in  person)  the  late  minister 
was  called,  "  The  ptlot  that  weathered  the 
storm;"  and  the  appellation  particularly 
moves  the  spleen  of  CANnious.  He  geli 
foul  of  it  both  in  his  first  and  his  last  letter. 
He  wants  to  transfer  and  appropriate  it  to 
Mr.  Adpington.  Now  certainly  it  wa>> 
not  Mr.  Pitt,  but  my  friend,  that  brought 
the  vessel  of  the  state  to  her  actual  moor- 
ings, where  she  now  lies  so  snugly,  and  rides 
so  safely  and  pleasantly.  Yet  ask  him,  and 
he  will  faiily  tell  you,  Sir,  that  he  only  con- 
tinued the  course,  wliich  his  predecessor  was 
steering,  not  when  he  abandoned  his  post, 
as  Candidus  says,  but  when  unable,  as  he 
thought,  to  remain  hnger  at  the  helm,  with 
honour  to  himself  and  utility  to  his  country, 
he  put  the  wheel  into  his  Mate's  hand.  The 
genuine  candour  atid  veracity  of  Mr.  Ad- 
dington  would  make  him  scorn  the  adula- 
tion of  the  assertion,  that  "  by  his  wise  and 
"  spirited  measures  the  northern  confcde- 
"  racy  was  broken,  and  Egypt  conquered;" 
for  when  has  he  hesitated  to  confess,  that 
under  Mr.  Pitt  the  fleet  was  equipped, 
which  gained  the  victory  off  Copenhagen, 
and  the  army  sent,  which  completed  the  reco- 
very of  Egypt,  just  in  the  nick  of  time  to 
allow  of  the  stipulation  in  the  preliminary 
articles  for  restoring  it  to  tiie  Porte?  The 
1  3 
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only  real  nicvlt  of  oui*  present  able  ministers 
was  \bc  availing  themselves  so  dextrously  of 
that  fortunate  opportunity.  The  other  in- 
stance selected  to  shew  my  friend's  wise  and 
spirited  measures,  "  the  saving  of  Por-tugal," 
1  should  have  hoped  that  even  CAXnirus 
would  have  been  too  ingenuous  and  liberal 
to  have  mentioned.  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
say,  that  no  man  more  than  Mr.  Ani>iNG- 
To.v  laments  (and  if  he  had  been  able,  he 
would  have  remedied)  the  scandalous  juggle 
between  the  treaties  of  Bndajos,  Madrid, 
and  Paris,  by  which  Portugal  vv'as  robbed 
both  in  Europe  and  South  America,  under 
an  assurance  of  preserving  her  integrity. 

This  might  be  sufficient  to  any  other  ad- 
versary. Caxdidus,  however,  must  not  be 
suffered  so  to  escape.  What  can  he,  with 
his  sentiments,  mean,  by  praising  my  friend 
for  "  ti'eathcr'ing  the  storm  ?"  I  who  think 
of  the  peace  as  my  friend  himself  described 
it,  may  seriously  give  him  that  praise.  But 
Caisdidus  professes,  Sir,  to  agree  with 
you;  he  set  out  with  quoting  a  passage  from 
a  speech  {lis  civn^  if  1  do  not  mistake)  at  the 
Reading  meeting,  representing  our  situation 
nndcr  the  treaty  as  no  better  than  a  truce 
full  of  danger  to  us,  and  advantage  to 
BuoNAT  ARTE  ;  and  in  the  close  of  his  cor- 
respondence, affecting  to  disclaim  flattery, 
lie  avows  "  bis  conviction,  that  miless  the  most 
"  •vigorous  system  he  pursued,  the  consequences  of 
"  the  peace  must  be  fatal  to  our  dearest  inie- 
"  rests,"  Wiiat,  then,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense  is  it,  that  he  calls,  "  lucathering 
the  storm  P"  His  notion  of  good  seamanship, 
in  a  stiff  gale,  with  a  tight,  staunch,  sound 
ship,  an  able  crew,  and  plenty  of  sea-room, 
seems  to  be,  that,  the  hrst  moment  the  Vvir.d 
will  serve,  you  should  run  yourself  upon  a 
lee-shore,  among  shoals,  sands,  and  breakers, 
to  await  there  the  bursting  of  the  black 
clouds  that  gather  from  every  part  of  the 
horizon.  No,  no,  even  Ganoid  us  cannot 
be  so  absurd.  It  is  impossible  that  he  could 
have  had  any  other  airn  than  to  hold  up  my 
friend  to  derision^  and  set  him  at  variance 
with  Mr.  Pitt. 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  this  writer  endea- 
vouring to  injure  and  atfront  Mr.  Pitt  by 
insidious  praises  of  my  friend.  But  he  has  a 
sting,  with  another  sort  of  poison,  in  his  tail. 
In  a  note,  at  the  end  of  his  last  letter,  he  tries 
to  ruin  my  friend,  by  a  false  attack  on  Mr. 
P'Tt.  He  says,  and  he  prints  the  emphatic 
part  in  capitals,  that  "  he  then  knew,  and 
"  he  still  knows,  only  one  imperious  reason, 
"  which  should  force  us  to  give  up  Mali  a. 

"    THE    VICTOK  I  OUS   MARCH   OF   AN    IN- 

*'    V  A  DING         ARMY         OVER  ShOOTER's 

"   Hill."      And  this  with  a   feeble   effort, 
which  serves  to  maik  his  treachery,  he  en- 
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deavours  to  fix  eniirely  on  JJr.  Pitt,  be- 
cause that  gen;len5an  defended  the  treaty  in 
Parliament :  as  if  he  could  so  sink  my 
friend's  responsibility,  supposing  the  cession 
of  Malta  to  be  such  as  he  represents;  as 
if  it  were  not  a  charge,  against  my  friend,  of 
extreme  baseness,  to  suppose  that  he  wishes 
it ;  as  if  it  were  not  an  insinuation  the  most 
degrading  to  the  dignity  of  his  character, 
that  he  is  the  puppet  and  instrument  of  an- 
other !  Besides,  Sir,  does  not  all  the  world 
know,  that  while  Mr.  Pitt  has  been  absent, 
and  down  to  the  present  moment,  our  able 
ministers,  instead  of  taking  occasion  from 
the  hostile  spirit  manifested  by  the  French 
government,  as  some  wild  and  desperate  men 
would  have  done,  to  retain  Malta,  have 
been  most  assiduously  and  anxiously  employ- 
ed in  finding  out  means  to  smooth  every  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  of  the  restitution  demand- 
ed by  the  treaty  of  Arniens  ?  Indeed  Can- 
did us  himself  takes  care  to  let  us  under- 
stand that  his  opinion  applies  to  the  present 
state  of  things.  Pie  ''still  knows  only  his 
one  imperious  reason." 

The  next  merit  of  my  friend  is,  we  are 
told,  that  he  repealed  "  the  oppressive  and 
invidious"  Income-Tax.  Sir,  my  friend  firm^ 
ly  and  handsomely,  did  his  duty  in  laying 
(he  heavy  burthen  of  the  new  increase  on 
the  assessed  taxes,  of  the  new  tonnage  duty 
on  shipping,  and  the  new  custoins  on  tho 
whole  circle  of  our  manufactures  and  com- 
merce, in  exports  and  imports ;  and  he  de- 
serves credit '  for  this.  He  deserves  it  also 
for  the  inanlv  style  in  which  he  lately  told 
the  country,  that  if  the  continuance  of  our 
present  establishments  should  hereafter  be 
necessary,  he  would  not  shrink  from  laying 
three  or  four  millions  a  year  more  upon  us. 
But  I  can  claim  no  merit  for  him,  I  am  per- 
suaded he  would  claim  none  for  himself,  on 
account  of  his  conduct  relative  to  the  In- 
come-Tax.  It  was  always  considered  as  si 
war-tax  merely  from  year  to  year  3  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  P^xchequer  would  not  have 
surrendered  it,  if  he  had  been  obliged  to 
cairy  on  the  \var.  Mr.  Pitt,  as  he  was 
bound  in  justice  to  his  successor  and  to  the 
public,  settled,  arranged,  and  almost  alone 
defended  the  new  tax  on  Malt,  Beer  and 
Ale,  which  provided  for  the  arrears ;  and  if 
I  can  rely  on  reports  from  Bisham  Abbey, 
the  scene  exhibited  on  that  occasion,  in  the 
Plouse  of  Commons,  was  the  immediate  ob- 
ject of  Mr.  Sheridan's  idle  pleasantry  a- 
bout  the  helper  on  the  coach-box  looking 
round  every  minute  to  the  coachman  on  the 
roof.  Candidus,  I  doubt  not,  had  heard 
this,  as  well  as  myself,  and  for  that  very 
reason  introduced  the  repeal  of  the  Income- 
Tax, 


There  remains  but  one  more  of  those  re- 
marks on  Mr.  Addington's  public  charac- 
ter, which  Candidus  pretends,  was  the 
sole  purpose  of  his  writings:  and  it  is  ot 
some  little  antiquity,  as  if  be  could  tind 
nothing  else  worthy  of  commendation,  since 
my  friend  became  minister,  he  reminds  us 
that,  some  years  since,  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor,  when  Attorney-General,  brought 
in  a  bill,  whrch  he  says  would  "  have  shut 
"  the  gates  of  knowledge  on  mai^kind"  by 
extinguishing  newspapers,  but  it  was  alter- 
ed at  the  suggestion  of  "  a  high  character 
*'  in  the  House,"  which  he  presun  es  must 
have  been  my  friend.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  the  fact  one  way  or  the  other  j  but 
every  body  must  be  sensible,  that  no  minis- 
ter ever  paid  more  becoming  attention  to 
newspapers,  or  made  them  more  important 
engines  of  government,  than  my  friend ; 
and  I  trust,  they  will  in  return  give  him 
the  same  disinterested,  judicious,  and  con- 
sistent support,  as  those  incomparnble  jour- 
nals, the  Sim  and  True  Briton.  Wherefore, 
then,  when  it  was  so  ensy  to  have  referred 
us  to  the  many  excellent  articles,  with 
which  my  friend,  through  his  secretaries 
and  clerks  daily  c?ilightens  us,  and  keeps 
true  Bntisb  feelings  alive  in  our  bosoms,  are 
we  to  be  sent  back  to  this  obscure  old 
story.'  Is  not  the  intention  plainly  to  con- 
vey a  hint  to  Lord  Eldon  ?  For  when  is 
this  letter  dated  ?.  Just  three  days  after  his 
Lordship  was  thought  to  have  shewn  some 
symptoms  of  improper  refractoriness  (l)  in 
a  debate  on  a  favourite  tneasure  of  govern- 
ment, which  he  was  pleased  to  call  "  arbi- 
*'  trary  and  unconstitutional;"  an  incident, 
"wjilch  filled  all  the  admirers  of  rny  friend, 
who  resemble  Caxdidus,  with  sanguine 
hopes  of  being  able  to  get  him  into  their 
power,  by  fomenting  a  quarrel  between 
him,  and  the  tirst  of  his  colleagues  for  cha- 
racter and  reputation.  Between  ourselves 
too,  I  suspect.  Sir,  that  there  was  another 
secret  purpose  in  calling  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  this  neglected  anecdote.  For 
you  must  know,  that  I  borrowed  from  my 
neighbour  Mr. ,  a  respectable  prac- 
titioner of  the  law  in  this  place,  the  volume 
of  Parliamentary  Debates  for  l/fjS,  and 
finding  the  Newspaper  Bill  in  the  table  of 
contents,  turned  to  it  with  the  utmost 
eagerness  :  tigure  then  to  yourself,  if  you 
can,  my  unspeakable  mortification  at  see- 
ing there  not  a  syllable  of  my  friend,  but  a 

(i)  We  believe  our  correspondent  alliulcs  to  tlic 
second  reading  of  the  Navy  Atjuse  Bill,  for  some 
account  of  which  cuiious  debate  sec  Re;^  Vol.  II. 
T^,Z<)l,— Editor, 
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great  deal  of  Mr.  Sherida.n,  who  was  on 
that,  as  upon  every  occasion,  the  principal 
champion  and  protector  of  the  press. 

Let  me  now  ask  once  for  all,  what  a 
contempt  mu'~,t  Candidus  entertain  for  the 
understanding  of  mankind,  if  he  imagines, 
that  any  one  can  believe  him  to  be  the  seri- 
ous panegyrist  of  our  unparalleled  premier, 
when  after  promising  in  the  first  letter  a. 
sketch  of  his  public  services,  after  keeping 
us  in  suspense  full  two  months  (for  such  is 
the  interval  between  the  dates  of  the  first 
and  the  fourth  letter)  after  ushering  in  the 
subject,  by  repeating  that  it  was  his  princi- 
pal inducement  to  ai)pear  before  the  pub- 
lic ;  he  at  last  disappoints  us  with  these 
mock-praises,  this  satire  in  disguise,  which 
I  have  been  examining  !  He  applied  the 
neighbourly  term  of  "  simpleton"  to  all  his 
fellow  townsmen  ;  so  now,  I  suppose,  he 
hopes  to  make  them  amends,  by  shewing 
them  that  he  thinks  every  man  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  "  a  simpleton." 

The  real  purpose  of  all  this  twisting  and 
turning  is  obvious.  This  is  one  of  the  non- 
descript small  politicians,  whom  you  have 
so  happily  hit  off  in  your  last  number. 
They  longed  for  peace ;  when  it  arrived, 
did  not  like  it,  yet  approved  it  ;  rail  against 
the  designs  of  France  ;  call  for  vigour,  and. 
end  with  "  no  ivar."  Tliey  have  no  one 
positive  tenet  in  their  creed,  but  an  eternal 
liatred  to  Mr.  Pitt.  They  profess  attach- 
ment to  jNIr.  Fox,  while  they  secretly  want 
to  get  rid  of  him  as  an  incumbrance.  They 
have  no  love  for  T-Ir.  Windham,  because 
he  has  some  good  principles.  They  cannot, 
speak  with  common  civility  of  Lord  Gren- 
viLLE,  since  he  spoke  civilly  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
They  treated  my  friend  at  first  with  lively 
scurrility,  and  now  they  court  him  with 
sober  flattery,  but  always  pointing  their 
commendations  so  as  to  be  invective  against 
his  predecessor,  or  some  of  his  actual  col- 
leagues, always  aiming  to  separate  and  in- 
sulate him,  that  they  may  prepare  the  way 
to  join  or  ruin  him,  as  may  best  suit  their 
convenience.  But  he  is  too  wise  to  be  so 
caught.  They  may  try  to  no  purpose,  till 
they  are  weary.  Indeed,  Sir,  these  gentle- 
men remind  me  of  a  peculiar  disease,  which 
as  I  heard  from  Mr.  Addington's  worthy 
father,  was  some  time  since  discovered  in 
our  cattle.  It  arose  from  a  maggot  in  the 
brain.  The  poor  , creatures,  that  were  af- 
fected by  it,  could  never  go  two  yards  in  a 
straight  forward  direction,  but  were  driven 
round  and  round  in  all  s«rts  of  curves  and 
serpentines,  till  they  were  exhausted  and 
dietl. — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

J.    TiSTENSER. 

I  4 
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FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 


Mild'i,  Jin.  15  — The  Minister  of  the  Interior 
has  decreed,  that  the  portion  of  territory  hitherto 
comprized  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  \i)ce- 
Prefectorate  of  Cistel  Nuovo,  and  situated  near 
that  of  the  Appenines,  shall  lemain  provisionally 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Prefect  of  Kanaro, 
who  shall  lay  before  the  Government  a  particular 
account  of   the  respective  communes  and  confines 

that   may  fall  under  his    immediate  iaspfction 

The  sale  of  purified  and  common  salt,  by  whoht- 
sale  or  retail,  is  prohibited  throughout  the  Italian 
Republic,  and  permitted  only  to  persons  autho- 
ised  by  Government. 

Vienna,  Jan.  14. —  According  to  letters  from  Pe- 
tersburg!!, his  Imperial  \Tajesty  does  not  cease  to 
interest  himself  in  the  amelioration  of  the  lot  pf 
the  King  of  Sardinia  The  union  of  Piedmont  to 
France  will  not  present  any  obstacle  to  the  suc- 
cess of  his  measures.  Another  object  in  which  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  takes  much  interest,  as  well 
as  our  court,  is  respecting  the  Indemnities  of  Ba- 
varia, in  return  for  the  cession  of  the  Bishopric  of 
Eiclistett. — We  learn,  that  the  Port  of  Venice 
■will  be  immcdir.tely  declared  free,  as  well  as  that 
of  Trieste;  the  commerce  of  Venice  has  requiied 
it  for  a  long  time. 

Rtitisbon,  Jan.  27. — The  Imperial  City  of  Nu- 
remberg will,  it  is  said,  be  ceded  to  Bavaria,  upon 
condition  of  receding  it  to  the  King  of  Prussia, 
who  vvili  give  in  exchange  some  portions  of  teiii- 
tory  sti"ab!e  to  th.at  Prince. 

Jan.  2^. — A  Reclamation  of  his  Serene  High- 
ness the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  son-in-law  and 
presumptive  heir  of  the  Buke  of  Modena,  has 
bt-en  sulimitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Diet, 
in  which  that  Prince  grounds  his  pretensions  to 
the  Chapters,  Convents,  and  Abbeys  included  in 
the  Brisgau,  as  being  annexed  to  the  antlent  right 
of  Sovereignty  with  which  the  former  CJovern- 
ment  was  invested.  His  Highness  also  advances 
claims  upon  the  Imperial  Cities  of  Offenburgh, 
Gcngenbacli,  and  Zell,  devolved  to  the  House  of 
Baden,  and  which  he  considers  as  comprised  in 
the  Imperial  Bailiwick  of  L'Ortenau,  wliich  is 
ceded  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  as  well  in  the  plan 
of  Indemnities,  as  by  the  Convention  of  the  26th 
of  December.  It  is  not  supposed  that  this  Re- 
clamation, so  impoaant  in  itself,  and  so  obviou-^ly 
piejudicial  to  the  Margrave  of  Kaden,  and  to  the 
Order  of  Malta-  will  be  admitted. 

Berne,  Jat.  30 —A  great  fermentation  prevails 
in  the  Upper  Country.  We  -^uspect  some  secret 
plots.  General  Ney,  after  the  explanations  which 
have  been  given  to  him,  sent  yesterday  to  Thium 
0;ie  of  his  Aids-de-Camp. 

Baile,  Feb.  3. — A  considerable  ferment  still  pre- 
vails in  many  of  i  he  Cantons.  In  the  country  of 
Berne,  and  in  the  Oberland,  there  have  been 
many  scenes  of  seiious  tumult,  between  the  pea- 
sants and  the  French  soldieiy.  M?.ny  intlivi'luals 
have  been  killed,  and  General  Nev  has  issued  or 
ders  for  arresting  the  authors  of  these  distur- 
bances, in  order  to  have  them  tried  for  the  of- 
fences ;  and  in  consequence  several  have  been 
apprehended.  The  Generdl  has  sent  some  troops 
into  the  Olierland. — We  have  just  heard  that  the 
Helvetian  Diet,  formed  upon  the  principles  esta- 
blished by  the  general  Constitution,  are  to  be 
assembled  immediately  on  the  reairn  of  the  De- 
puties from  Paris.  The  first  meeting  is  to  take 
place  in  the  i  ity  of  Fnboiirg. 

Bru  f!\,  FcIk  4. — Tl'.ey  write  from  Treves,  that 
diver-.  I  irge  detachments,  v/hich  were  last  month 
under  marching  ordera  for  the  frontiers  of  Swit- 


zerland, are  ordered  not  to  proceed.  Tt  appears, 
that  the  camp  intended  to  be  foimtd  in  the  new 
Departments  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  is 
shortly  to  be  fixed  in  the  plain  of  Andeinach. 
The  Firnt  Consul  intends  to  visit  those  ports  in 
person,  to  inspect  the  new  foriresses  established 
between  Mentz  and  the  frontiers  of  Holland,  and 
to  see  that  this  part  of  France  shall  present  a  re- 
spectable line  of  defence.  He  will  then  be  bet- 
ter able  to  decide  between  the  plans  given  in  for 
that  purpose  by  Gencial  Andieossi,  now  Ambas- 
sador to  England,  and  those  furnished  by  the 
Ofliceis  of  Artillery,  who  were,  some  time  since, 
sent  with  that  view  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 

Paris,  Feh.  7. — The  Government  have  passed  a 
Decree  for  regulating  the  alfairs  of  the  isles  of 
France  and  Reunion,  by  means  of  a  Captain  Ge- 
neral, a  Colonial  Prelect,  and  a  Commis  ary  of 
Justice:  the  Captain  General  is  to  have  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  by  l.iird  and  sea  ;  the  Colonial 
Prefect  is  charged  with  the  care  of  the  finances, 
and  the  general  admitiistration  of  the  islands  ; 
and  the  Commissary  of  Justice,  with  the  judicial 
department,— A  letter  from  Brest,  under  date  of 
the  31st  ult.  sayt,  "  The  day  btlore  yesterday- 
were  passed  in  review  the  deported  negroes  who 
wete  at  Pontanezen.  A  part  of  them  are  destin- 
ed to  be  embaiktd,  the  remainder  will  iorm  a 
military  corps,  to  be  placed  at  the  dispos.tion  of 
General  Decaen,  Captain  General  of  Pondichctry. 
— The  alarming  symptoms  of  the  illness  of  the 
Apostolic  Legate  have  disappeared.  The  Firtst 
Consul  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  Legate  hi.> 
own  physician,  M.  Corrisand,  who  joined  his  at- 
tentions to  those  of  .M.  Portal. 


FOREIGN     OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 

PAPERS    RELATIVE    TO    LOUISIANA. 
Leitc  from  James  Garrard,  Esc^.  Governor  of  Ken • 

tuckv,  to  the  Speaker  of  thi  House  of  Repreientatifei 

of  that  State,  dated  Nov.  29,  l802. 

biR, — 1  do  myself  the  honour  to  inclose  to  you 
copies  of  two  letters,  and  a  copy  of  a  proclama.- 
tion  hssued  by  the  Intendant  ol  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment of  Louisiana.  They  contain  informa- 
tion highly  interesting  to  the  citizens  c]f  the  wes- 
tern country,  and  I  pray  you  to  lay  them  before 
the  House  of  l\ei)resentatives. 

(Signed)         Ja.mes  Garrard. 

Resolutions  of  the  Hou^e  of  R:preisntntives  of  the  State 
of  K'^ntucty,  dated  Die.  I,  1802. 
The  committee  of  the  whole  House  this  day 
took  into  consideration  the  governor's  communi- 
cations, as  to  the  shutting  of  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans against  the  Americans,  and  came  to  two 
resoUititjns  thereupon,  and  an  address  to  the  ge- 
neral government  on  that  subject,  which  wtire 
unanimously  agreed  to  as  follows — Resolved  una- 
nimously, "  that  the  piochimaiion  of  the  Inten- 
"  dant  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  of  the  18th  of 
"  October  last,  is  a  direct  mfraction  of  the  treaty 
"  of  friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  concluded 
"  in  October,  1795,  'between  the  United  States 
"  and  the  King  of  tjpaiu,  in  this  particular — that 
"  by  the  said  proclamation,  American  citizens 
"  are  forbidden  to  deptisii  their  merchandizes 
"  and  effects  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  without 
"  an  equivalent  eslablishniint  having  been  as- 
"  signed  to  the  United  States,  on  anotlier  part  of 
"  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  conformable  to 
"  the  provision  of  the  2 2d  article  of  the  said 
"  treaty. — Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  ^re- 
"  quested  to  forward  the  following  memorial  to 
"  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress, 
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"  to  be  by  them  presented  to  the  president  of  the 
*'  United  States,  the  senate  and  house  ot  rcpre- 
^'  sentatives  of  Congress.'' 

Mcmwinl  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commrmiuetlth  of  Kentucky,  to  the  Co'tgnss  of  ihe 
Unitnl  States. 

Having  on  a  former  occasion,  when  we  repre- 
sented the  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  tiie 
River  Mississippi,  experienced  the  a'tention  and 
justice  of  the  general  government,  in  providing, 
hy  a  treaty  with  the  court  of  Spain,  not  only  for 
the  free  navigation  of  that  river,  but  for  what,  in 
our  remote  situation  from  the  ocean,  was  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  tlie  enjoyment  of  it,  j  place  of  de- 
posit for  our  produce. — We  deem  it  necrssary 
barely  to  state  to  you,  that  by  an  infraction  of 
that  treaty,  we  are  deprived  of  these  advai^tages, 
in  violation  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Kinc;  of  Spain,  concluded  at  San 
iiorenzo  el  Real,  in  Ocu-ber,  1795.  ^^^  Inten- 
tlant  of  the  port  of  Mew  Orleans,  lias  by  a  procla- 
mation of  the  l8th  of  October  last,  forbidden 
American  citizens  to  deposit  their  merchandizes 
and  effects  in  the  said  port,  without  having  as- 
signed to  the  United  States  an  equivalent  esta- 
blishment on  another  part  of  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi— We  rely  with  confidence  on  your 
wisdom  and  justice,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  sup- 
port, at  the  expense  of  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
such  measures  as  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the 
United  States  may  require. 

^[esfage  of  the  President  of  the  U'UteJ  Statrs  of  America, 
trammitting  a  Report  from  the  Secretin  y  of  State, 
luith  the  infirm. ition  requ.sted  in  a  Reiolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  ijth  instant,  relative  to  the  violation  on 


Gentlemen  or  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives—.[  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  the  information  requested  in 
your  resolution  of  the  17th  instant. — In  making 
this  communication,  I  deem  it  proper  to  observe, 
that  I  was  lerTby  the  regard  due  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  Unitecl  States,  and  to  the  just 
sensibility  of  the  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
more  immediately  alTected  by  the  irregular  pro- 
ceeding at  New  Orleans,  to  lose  not  a  moment  in 
causing  every  step  to  be  taken  which  tlie  occa- 
sion claimed  from  me  :  being  eqnallv  aware  of  the 
obligation  to  maintain,  in  all  cases,  the  rights  of 
the  nation,  and  to  employ,  for  that  purpose,  those 
just  and  honourable  means  which  belong  to  the 
character  of  the  United  States. 

Thomas  Jiffcrson, 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  President  of  the 
Uriited  States. —  Dec.  2  1,  l8o2. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  Resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  the  T7th  instant,  was  referred  by  the 
Pre:>ident,  has  the  honour  to  inclose  to  him,  the 
letters  and  communications  annexed,  .from  the 
Governor  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  the  Go- 
vernor of  Kentucky,  and  from  William  E.  Hul- 
ings,  formerly  appointed  Vice  Consul  of  fhe  Unit- 
ed States  at  New  Oilcans.  In  addition  to  this  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  it  is 
stated  from  other  sources,  that  on  the  ipth  of  Oc- 
tober, American  vessels  from  sea  remained  under 
the  prohibition  to  land  their  cargoes  ;  and  that 
Jhe  Ameacan  produce  carried  dowu  the  Missis- 


sippi could  be  landed  only  on  paying  a  duty  of  6 
per  cent,  with  an  intimation  that  this  was  a  tem- 
poral permission.  Whether  in  these  vi-J.-.tions  cf 
tiecity  the  oliicer  of  Spain  at  New  Orle.ins  has  pro- 
ceeded with  or  without  orders  from  his  Govern- 
ment, cannot  as  yet  be  decided  by  direct  and  po- 
sitive testimony  ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
in  the  statement  here  made,  that  other  circum- 
stances concur  with  the  good  faith  and  friendship 
otherwise  observed  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  in 
favouring  a  hcliej  that  no  such  ordtri  have  hrcn  given. 

James  Aladisai, 

Neiv  Orleans,  iSfh  Oct.  l802. 
Sir, —  I  have  the  ho;iour  to  inclose  you  an  ex- 
tract from  a  decree  this  day  published  by  the  In- 
tendant  of  the  i^-ovince  of  Louisiana,  by  wiiich 
you  will  see  that  the  Americans  ate  no  longer 
permitted  to  deposit  their  merchandise  in  this 
city.  No  information  of  any  other  place  being 
appropriated  for  an  American  depcsit,  is  yet 
given  ;  nor  have  we  any  reason  to  hope  that  the 
Government  has  such  place  in  view.  The  seasoa 
for  the  cotton  from  the  Natchez,  and  other  pro- 
duce from  the  settlements  higher  up,  to  come 
down,  approaches.  The  difficulties  and  risks  of 
property  that  will  fall  on  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  if  deprived  of  their  deposit,  are  in- 
calculable ;  their  boats  being  so  frail,  and  so  sub- 
ject to  be  sunk  bv  storms,  that  they  cannot  be 
converted  into  floating  stores,  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  .sea  vessels  to  carry  away  their  cargoes. — The 
port  is  also  this  day  shut  against  all  foreign  com- 
merce, which  can  only  be  carried  on  by  Spanish 
subjects  in  Spanish  bottoms  — I  am,  &:c. 

fi'/n.  E.  Ha  lings. 
The  Hon.  James  Madison,  Esj.  Sec.  of  State. 

Translation  of  an  Extract  from  a  Puhlicat'wn  made  \&th 
October,  180'2,  by  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  Intendant 
cj  the  Province  oj' Louisiana,  ^c. 
As  long  as  it  was  necessary  to  tolerate  the  com- 
merce of  neutrals  which  is  now  abolished,  it 
would  have  been  prejudicial  to  the  Province,  had 
the  intendant,  in  coni[)liancc  with  his  duty,  pre- 
vented the  deposit  in  this  city  of  the  property 
of  the  Americans,  granted  to  them  by  the  twenty- 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  fiicndship,  limits, 
and  navigation,  of  the  27th  October,  1795,  dur>- 
ing  the  limited  term  of  three  ye.rs.  With  the 
publication  of  the  ratification  of  the-  treaty  of 
Amiens  and  the  re-establishment  of  tlie  com- 
munication between  the  English  and  Spanish 
subject";,  that  inconvenience  has  ceased.  Con- 
sidering that  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  said 
treaty,  takes  from  me  the  power  of  continuing  the 
toleration,  which  necessity  required;  since  after 
the  fulfilment  of  the  said  term  this  ministry  caa 
no  longer  consent  to  it  without  an  express  order 
of  the  King.  Therefore,  and  without  pejudice  to 
the  exportation  of  what  has  been  admitted  in  pro- 
per time,  I  order,  that  from  this  date  the  privilege 
which  the,  Americans  had  of  importing  and  depo- 
siting their  merchandize  and  ellects  in  this  capi- 
tal, shall  be  interdicted  :  and  that  the  foregoing 
may  be  publickly  known,  and  that  no  body  may 
allege  ignorance,  I  order  it  to  be  published  in  the 
Uhual  places,  copies  to  be  posted  up  in  the  public 
sitioes  ;  and  that  the  necessary  notice  be  givea 
of  it  to  the  officers  of  finance,  the  administrator 
of  rents,  and  other%vise,  as  may  be  necessary. — 
The  present  being  given  under  my  hand,  and 
countersigned  by  the  underwritten  notary  of  fi- 
naace,  protempuic,  in  the  office  of  intcndancy  of 
New  Orleans,   i6th    Oct.    iSo;..— (Signcdj— Jk.;,-* 
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Ventura  Morales. — By  Older  of  the  Intendant, — Pedro 
Tedcidaux. 

Near  Natche-z,  Oct.  29///,  i8o2. — Sir, — T  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  you  a  letter,  which  I  last  even- 
in?  received  trom  Mr.  VV.  E.  Hullinj^p,  together 
with  a  trans'ation  of  an  extract  from  a  publica- 
tion made  by  Juan  Ventura  M/jrales,  Tntcndanr  of 
the  province  of  Louisiana,  &c.  dated  October  i6th, 
1802.  These  dispatches  announce,  that  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  is  shut  against  foreign  commerce, 
and  also  the  American  deposit. — Not  understand- 
ing from  the  Intendant's  proclamation,  whetlier 
or  not  another  place  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi had  been  assigned  by  his  Catholic  Mijesty, 
(in  conformit)'-  to  our  treaty  with  Spain,)  for 
"  an  equivalent  establishment,"  I  liave,  by  let- 
ter, requested  (a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed)  in- 
formation upon  this  point  from  the  Governor- 
General  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  ;  when  his 
ansv/er  is  received  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you. — 
This  late  act  of  the  Spanish  government  at  New 
Orleans  has  excited  considerable  agitarion  at 
Natchez  and  its  vicinity  :  it  has  inflicted  a  severe 
wound  on  the  agriculture  and  commercial  inte- 
rests of  this  territory,  and  will  prove  no  less  in- 
jurious to  all  the  western  country. — There  being 
at  present  an  interruption  in  the  post  between 
this  territory  and  Tennessee,  and  supposing  it  of 
importance  that  the  government  should  be  early 
apprized  of  tlie  late  event  at  Orleans,  I  have  for- 
warded this  letter  by  express  to  Nashville,  where 
it  will  be  deposited  in  the  mail. — I  am,  Sir,  i-rc, — 
m-n.  C.  C.  Claihorne. 

The  Hon.  the  Seretr.ry  of  State,  cf  the  United  Stateu 


New  Orleans,  ^%tk  October,  1802. — Sir, — 1  have  to 
announce  to  you,  that  this  day  the  port  is  shut 
against  foreign  commerce,  and  not  against  foreign 
commerce  only,  but  against  American  deposit  in 
this  city.  In  the  decree  posted  up  in  the  public 
places  no  mention  is  made  of  any  other  place  ap- 
pointed for  a  deposit.  You  will  use  this;  infor- 
mation as  you  may  think  proper. — I  am.  Sec. — 
MuK  E.  Hulmgs. 

PVm.  C.  C.  Claihorm,  Go~'cnior,  i\Iiidssif>pl  Territory. 

Nntche-x.,  Oct.  %%th,  iSc2  — Sir, — I  was  tliis  day 
informed,  that  in  a  proclamation  issued  on  the 
36th  iust.  by  the  Intendant  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana,  it  u-as  announced,  "  That  the  citizens 
*'  of  the  United  States  should  no  longer  be  per- 
•'  mitted  to  deposit  tlieir  merchandizes  and  ef- 
"  fects  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans." — Informa- 
tion of  an  event  so  immediately  interesting  to  the 
citizens  of  the  I'nited  States,  led  me  to  peruse  at- 
tentively, "  The  ttcaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and 
*'  navigation,  betv.-een  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
'*  rica  and  the  King  of  Spain,"  and  upon  advert- 
ing to  the  22d  article,  I  found  it  expressly  de- 
clared, that,  "His  Catholic  Maje-ty  will  permit 
"  the  citizens  of  the  Unircd  States,  for  the  spare 
^''  of  three  years  frcmthi:  time,  to  deposit  their 
"  merchanJizes  and  rRect.';  'v.\  the  port  of  New 
"  Orleans,  and  to  export  tiiem  from  thence,  with- 
*'  out  paying  any  other  duty,  tl;an  a  fair  price  for 
"  the  hire  of  the  stores;  and  his  Majesty  promi- 
*'  ses  either  to  continue  this  permission,  if  he 
"  finds,  during  that  time,  that  it  is  not  prejudicial 
"  to  the  interests  uf  Spain,  or,  if  he  .should  not 
*'  agree  to  continue  it  then,  he  will  assign  to 
*'  them,  on  another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
*'  sissippi,  an  equivalent  establishment."  I  have 
here  quoted  the  words  of  the  treaty,  and  find  them 
too  explicit  to  reciwiie  commentj  01  to  admit  of  a 


doubtful  construction. — If,  therefore,  his  Catholic 
Maje'ty  has  discontinued  his  permission  to  tiie 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  deposit  their  mer- 
chandizes and  etfects  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
will  your  Excellency  be  good  enough  to  inform 
me,  whether  any,  and  wliat  other  place  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  has  been  assigned  (in 
conformity  to  the  treaty)  for  "  an  equivalent 
"  establisliment." — The  subject  of  this  enquiry  is 
so  interesting  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  welfare  of  her  citizens,  that  1 
must  request  your  Excellency  to  favor  me  with 
an  early  answer. —  Accept  assurances  of  my  great 
respect,  &c. — Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Uh  Excellency  Manual  de  Salvado,  Governor  Genual 
of  Louisiana, 

The  Governor  of  Kentucky  to   the  Fresidctit  of  the  United 
States — Frankfort,  Nov.  3O,  lSo2. 

Sir, — Two  days  ago  I  received  the  inclosed  let- 
ters of  Dr.  James  Speed,  and  Meeker  and  Co.  front 
New  Orleans;  together  with  a  copy  of  a  procla- 
mation issued  by  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  intendant 
of  the  Spanish  government  of  Louisiana;  and 
which  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inclose,  for  your 
information.  The  citizens  of  this  state  are  very 
much  alarmed  and  agitaced;  as  this  measure  of  the 
Spanish  government  will,  (if  not  altered)  at  one 
blow  cut  up  the  present  and  future  prosperity  of 
their  best  interest';  by  the  roots.  To  you,  Sir,  they 
naturally  turn  their  eyes,  and  on  your  attention  to 
this  important  subject,  their  best  hopes  are  fixed. 
Permit  me  to  request  youwill  give  me  information 
on  this  business,  as  soon  as  you  can  say  with  cer- 
tainty what  we  mav  rely  on  ;  and  let  mv  solicitude, 
ou  this  occasion,  be  my  apology  for  tliis  request. 
Witli  seiitimcucs  of  respect,  &:c. 

Jamei  Garrard, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Messrs.  Mecter,  JVillianuon 
and  PnttO'i,  to  his  Excellency  James  Garrard,  Esq.  da- 
ted at  Neiu-Orleani,  Oct.  18,  tS02. 
The  intendant  has  this  day  issued  a  decree  de- 
claring the  port  of  New  Orleans  to  be  shut ;  and 
what  has  been  very  unexpected,  and  we  conceive 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  right,®  that  the  right 
to  deposit  by  the  Americans  shall  no  longer  exist, 
without  granting  any  other  eligib'le  place  as  au 
equivalent  stipulated  by  the  22d  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  his  Catholic 
Majesty.  The  governor  of  this  province  at  first 
shewed  every  disposition  to  counteract  this  mea- 
sure; but  as  the  publication  has  been  made  six 
hours  without  his  taking  notice  of  it,  we  are  ap- 
pichensive  that  he  has  relinquished  the  intentioa 
of  opposing  it;  and  in  this  state  of  doubt  ws 
remain. 


Orders  of  the  Commander  in  Ch'ief  of  the 
Ire  nek  Army  in  Si.  Domingo. 

Ber..  4. — The  expedition  against  F.  Dauphine, 
under  the  orders  of  the  gen,  of  divis.  Clausel, 
presented  itself  against  that  place  on  the  1st, 
at  two  P.  M.  The  brigands  shewed  every 
where  a  resistance,  but  the  ships  of  war  placed 
themselves  with  such  promptitude  and  judg- 
ment to  cannonade  the  fort  and  protect  tha 
descent,  the  debarkation  was  effected  with  such 
exactness  and  celerity,  that  the  enemy  was  de- 
feated on  all  sides  ;  he  was  pursued  with  such 
vivacitv,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  tiie 
guns  wliich  he  wished  to  carry  off,  and  he  had 
time  to  burn  only  five  houses.     The  progress  of 
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the  fire  was  quickly  stopped  by  the  activity  of 
the  troops  ;  'J5  pieces  of  artillery,  besides  those 
of  Fort  St.  Joseph,  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 
The  loss  of  the  revnhers  h^s  been  considerable, 
and  we  have  bi.en  fortunate  enough  not  to  lose 
a  single  man.  We  found  the  magazines  filled 
with  different  kinds  of  provisions,  —  Gen.  of 
divis.  Clausel,  praises  highly  the  gen,  of  bri- 
gade, Kavalette,  and  the  zeal  and  intrepidity 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  86th  demi- 
trigade.  — The  marine,  commanded  by  Capt, 
Guillemet  of  tht;  Hannibal,  having  under  his 
orders  L'Embuscade,  La  Gueniere,  and  the 
corvette  La  Sagesse,  perfectly  seconded  this  ex- 
pedition, and  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  its  bril- 
liant success.  The  gen.  in  chief  expresses  his  per- 
fect satisfaction  with  the  officers  by  land  and  sea, 
%vho  were  employed  in  this  expedition.  He 
presents  as  a  national  recompcnce,  sabres  of 
honour  to  capt.  Guillemet  of  the  Hannibal, 
commanding  the  naval  forces  on  the  expedition  ; 
^nd  to  capt,  jonette,  a,  d.  camp  to  gen,  of  bri- 
gade, Lavalette. — The  general  in  chief, 

Kochamheau 
Dec.  !• — The  gen.  in  chief  orders  the  super- 
cession  of  the  chief  of  brigade,  Boyer,  ex-com- 
mandant of  the  first  legion  of  gendarmerie  ;  he 
shall  be  detained  in  the  civil  prison  of  the  Cape 
till  he  gives  in  his  accounts,  after  which  he  shall 
be  sent  to  France, 

General  Boyer,  Ch'ief  of  the  Staff  of  tie  Armv  of  Si.  Do- 
muigo,  to  the  M'nihtcr  of  the  Marine  and  Colonies. 
The  General  in  Chief,  Rochambeau,  Citizen 
Minister,  thouglu  it  his  duty  not  to  lose  a  mo- 
ment in  occupying  Fort  Dauphin.  Scarcely  had 
the  86th  demi-bngade  disembarked  than  the  two 
first  battalionb  were  put  under  the  command  of 
General  Clausel,  with  the  addition  of  a  corps  of 
the  National  Guard  of  the  island. —  The  Hannibal 
ship  of  war,  the  frigates  La  Guerriere  and  L'Em- 
buscade, and  the  corvette  La  Saeesse,  appeared 
before  that  place  en  the  joth  of  this  month  about 
niiJ-day,  The  debarkation  was  instantly  effect- 
ed, the  enemy  were  routed  at  ail  points,  and  pur- 
suca  with  such  impetuosity  that  they  left  all  their 
artillery  behind  ihcm,  all  the  cannon  of  Fort  St, 
Joseph,  and  evacuated  the  town  without  having 
time  to  set  fire  to  it.  The  loss  of  the  brigands 
was  considerable,  while  we  were  fortunate  enough 
not  to  lose  a  single  man. — The  Gcntial  in  Chief 
demands  of  the  First  Consul  sabres  of  honour  for 
Citizen  Guillemet,  Commander  of  the  Hannibal, 
and  for  Captain  Jouette,  Aitl-de-Camp  to  General 
Lavallette. — Health  and  respect,  Boyer. 

flector  Davre,  Colonial  Prefect,  Ailmhihtrator  in  Chief 
of  the  ^rmy,  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colo- 
nies.— Cape,  H  Frimaire. 

General  Watrin,  Citizen  Minister,  has  died  at 
Fort  Republicain.  France  loses  in  him  one  of 
its  most  distinguished  officers,  and  the  Colony  one 
of  its  principal  supports.  The  army  feels  this  loss 
severely, — Health  and  respect,  Daure. 

Bchast'iani's,  Report   to  the  First    Consul,  con- 
cluded from  page  224. 

STATE   OF   THh.    ARMY. 

Dillon's  Regiment — Emigrants 450 

British  Chasseurs — Ditto 530 

Kole*S  Regiment — Sv/iss .....600 
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Wetteville's  Regiment — Ditto 680 

The  10th  Regiment  i  nfantry— Eng.,.6'00 
The  61st  Regiment  Infantry — Ditto. ..'i50 
The  8Sth  Regiment  Infantry— I'itto... 400 
Dragoons  of  the  'i6th  Light — Ditto  ....350 
Artillery — Ditto 150 

Total  4430  ] 
The  Turkish  army, — Muhammed,  Pa- 
cha of  Cairo,  who  has  taken,  it  is  not  known 
why,  the  title  of  viceroy  of  Egypt,  does  not 
command  the  troops  in  person,  Muhammed 
Aly-Serr-Chersme,  who  had  the  command  since 
my  arrival,  v/as  killed  before  Gaza;  they  are 
now  under  the  orders  of  Jussef  Kiahia.  Tairis 
Pacha  of  the  Arnaoutes,  who  compose  the 
greatest  part  of  this  army,  amounting  to  about 
1 0,000  men.  They  from  time  to  time  receive 
reinforcements. — Chourctiid -Ahmed,  a  Pacha  of 
two  nails,  is  at  Alexandria  with  b'OO  men,  who 
occupy  no  fortification.  This  Pacha  is,  as  one 
may  say,  a  prisoner  with  the  English. — The 
Turkish  army  consists  of  7640  men,  and  that  of 
tlie  A^rnaoutcs  of  8500,  making  a  whole  of 
16,140. — k  is  useless  to  add,  that  this  is  not  an 
army,  they  are  men  ill  armed,  without  discipline, 
without  confidence  in  their  chiefs,  and  enervated 
by  excessive  debauchery.  The  chiefs  are  in  every 
thing  like  their  soldiers ;  ignorant'  even  of  the 
first  principles  of  the  military  art ;  and  uniformly 
actuated  by  the  love  of  wealth,  they  think  of 
nothing  but  of  obtaining  it,  and  of  finding  the 
means  of  carrying  it  off  in  safety.  Stx  thousand 
French  ivonld  at  present  be  enough  to  cofiquer 
Egypt. 

Army  of  the  Mamelukes. — The  army 
of  the  Beys  is  composed  of  3000  Mamelukes,  of 
3500  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Ababde  of  Chark, 
and  of  3500  of  the  tribe  of  Binialy.  Muham- 
med Bey  Elfy  married  the  daughtrer  of  the 
Cheik  of  the  first,  and  Maarzouk  Bey  sou 
of  Ibrahim  Bey,  the  daughter  of  the  Chielc 
of  the  tribe  of  Binialy.  1  he  power  in  this 
army  is  divided  between  Ibrahim  Bey,  who 
is  the  chief,  Eley  Bey  and  Osman  Bev,  who  has 
succeeded  Murad  Bey.  Their  head-quarters  are 
at  Djerge.  They  have  80  French  deserters, 
which  form  a  sms.ll  corps  of  artillery.  To  the 
present  tune  they  have  beat  the  Turks  in  every 
action,  and  the  Egyptims  prefer  them  to  the  Os- 
manlis.  The  whole  of  Upper  Egypt  h  .s  sub- 
mitted to  them. 

Syria. — Acre.  The  '^ody  of  tiiis  place  has 
been  repaired  ;  the  port  his  been  covered  with 
a  small  horned  work,  and  the  tower  of  the  angle 
by  a  half-mi^on.  They  have  likewise  made  a 
small  fleche,  in  front  of  the  palace  of  the  Pacha. 
—  Ail  the  works  are  welt  kept.  The  weakest 
part  is  that  towards  the  sea,  and  particularly  the 
point  which  defends  the  entrance  of  the  port.— 
The  forces  of  Dgezzar  are  at  present  13  or 
14,000  men,  of  which  9,000  arc  employed  at 
the  siege  of  Jaffa.  Jerusalem  and  Nazareth  are 
occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  Pacha  of  Acre. 
The  Naplonsains  serve  against  Aboum^irsk. — 
Jaffa.  The  Vizier,  after  tiie  taking  of  Egypt, 
Caused  the  body  of  the  place  to  be  re-construct- 
ed, which  is  at  present  in  a  very  good  state,. 
Aisoumaruk,   Pacha  of  Palcitine,  who   defend? 
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this  place,  has  a  garrison  of  4000  men. — Gaza 
is  occupied  by  400  troops  of  Aboumarak. — The 
Emir  of  the  Drupes  has  refused  to  Dgezzar  his 
annual  contribution,  and  has  raised  a  respectable 
armament.  Tiie  Pacha  waits  till  the  fall  of 
Jaffa  to  attack  him.  The  English  wished  to  in- 
terfere as  mediators  between  the  Emir  and 
Dj^ezzar,  but  ihe  last  refused  their  mediation. — 
The  Porte  has,  at  this  moment,  little  connexion 
with  ::yria. — (Signed) — Horacs  Stbaitiani. 

DOiMESTIO  " 

On  Wednesday,  his  Majesty  held  a  levee  at 
Buckingham  HoubC,  which  was  Eunieiously  at- 
tended. After  the  levee  his  Majesty  lield  a  Privy 
Council,  and  after  the  council  broke  up  his  Ma- 
jesty gave  closet  audience  tG  the  Lord  Chancehor, 
the  S..crctaries  of  irate,  &c. 

PARLIAMENTARY    MINUTES. 

Wcdn:idayy  Feb.  9. — LoRDs. — Counsel  was  fur- 
ther heard  in  the  case,  Lawsou  u.  Ross. — Natura- 
lization Bills  of  Messrs.  Lutterloke,  GrefTulhe, 
Schutz,  and  Deiland,  were  read  a  second  time. 

Commons. — The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  committee  to  try  the  petition  against  the  elec- 
tion for  Shaftesbury. — .vlr.  Kecne  moved  to  dis- 
charge the  order  made  on  the  5d,  tor  a  vaiicty  of 
piipers  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the. Carnatic,  which 
being  done,  the  hon.  gent,  moved  for  a  variety  of 
other  papers  on  tJie  same  subject. 

Thu'iduy,  Feb.  lo. — LoRDs. —  An  ofTicer  from  the 
customs  presented  cer.ain  accoimts  relative  to  the 
proiucc  of  that  part  of  the  revenue  up'.n  East- 
India  commodities. — The  Earl  of  Limerick  pre- 
•rcnted  a  document  relative  to  the  creation  an4 
return  of  Irish  peers  preparatory  to  the  sitting  of 
the  committee  of  piivileges. 

CoM.MONs.  —  ihe  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  committee  to  try  the  petition  against  the  elec- 
tion for  Dublin  College. — Mr.  Rose  moved  for 
leave  to  biing  in  a  Bill  lur  the  improvement  of  the 
Port  of  Southampton, — Bank  Restriction  Bill  read 
a  second  time. — The  usual  lists,  in  pursuance  of 
the  East  India  Judicature  Bill,  were  ordered  to  be 
prepared,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  returns,  and  report  the  same  to-mor- 
row. 

Friday,  Feb.  ir. — LoRcs.— The  Naturalization 
Bills  ot  Messrs.  Lutterloke,  Schuta,  Griiulhe,  Die- 
land,  and  Schiedzbeker,  were  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  — Lord  Pelham  presented  a  copy  of  the 
recent  convention  entered  into  between  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America. 

ComSions. — The  House  piocceded  to  ballot  for 
a  committee  to  try  the  petition  against  the  elec- 
tion for  Great  Grimsby.— Mr.  C.  Dundas  moved, 
that  an  order  for  taking  into  consideration  on  the 
22d  inst.  the  merits  ot  the  Kircudbright  election 
be  discharged,  and  instead  of  22d  inst.  to  insert 
24th  March.— -Agreed  to.— The  Secretary  at  War 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  increase  the 
period  for  which  the  Militia  weie  to  be  called  out 
to  exercise  from  21  to  28  days.  Leave  gi  anted. — 
In  a  Committee  of  the  House  on  the  Bank  Restric- 
tion Bill,  some  amendments  took  place,  and  the 
Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time  on  Monday. — 
The  Heydon  Port  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. — 
The  list  of  members  chosen  to  form  the  court  of 
East  India  Judicature  was  picsented.  A  new  writ 
■was  ordered  to  be  issued  tor  Yarmouth,  in  the 
county  of  Southampton,  in  the  room  of  J.  P.  Mur- 
ray, r.sq.  who  has  accepted  the  office  of  steward  of 
his  Majesty's  manor  of  East  Hendrtd,  in  Berks. 
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Aknday,  Feb.  14. — LoRDs. — Counsel  were  finally 
heaid  relative  to  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Law>on  v. 
Maxwell  and  others.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pi  ivileges  relative  to  the  sitting  of  Irish 
Spiritual  Peers,  Sec.  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Co.MMONs, — Mr.  Steele  presented  the  estimates 
of  the  Army  Extraordinarics. — Col.  Leanox  niov- 
e<l  for  leave  10  brmg  in  a  hill  for  est.i'diidiing  a 
Chapel  of  Ease  at  Brighthelmstone. — The  bill  for 
regulating  the  period  for  which  the  mili'ia  are 
to  be  exercised  was  read  a  lirst  time. — A  petition 
was  presented  from  the  apothecaries  and  drug- 
gists of  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  against  the 
Medicine  Act. — The  Bank  Restriction  Bill  wa.s 
read  a  third  time,  and  alter  some  verbal  amend- 
ments was  passed. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wick- 
ham,  leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  pre- 
venting ceitain  revenue  officers  in  Ireland  troiu 
voting  at  the  election  of  Members  of  Parliament. 
—  Mr.  Rose  brought  up  the  report  of  tht  bill  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Pt)rt  of  Southampton. — ■ 
Petitioi2s  were  presented  from  Leeds,  Halifax, 
and  other  places,  pi  ay  ii;g  for  some  alterations  in 
the  Cotton  Apprentice  Bill. — Mr.  Manning  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  certain  inhabitants  ot  l>on- 
don  and  Westminster,  praying  for  a  bill  to  make 
a  f^anal  from  the  Reservoir  of  the  Grand  Canal  at 
Paddington  to  the  New  Docks  at  V/apping. — Re- 
ferred to  a  Comraittte. 

Tucidiiy,  Feb.  i\. — Commons. —The  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  Committee  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  Nottingliam  Election — Militia  Training 
Bill  read  a  second  time. — Petitions  were  presented 
ftom  the  Brewers  of  Manchester,  Kent,  Corn- 
wall, &c. — Southampton  Port  Bill,  read  a  first 
time. 

iri'dnndcn',  Feb.  i6. —  Lords.  A  Bill  far  naturali- 
zing J.  C.  H.  Vingotton,  was  brouglu  in  and  read  a 
tirst  tin.e. — Bank  Restriction  Bill  read  a  first  time. 
— Lord  Pelham  delivered  a  message  trora  the  King 
respecting  a  new  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of 
H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  moved  that  it  be 
taken  into  consideration  this  day  se'n  uighu  {See 
the  Co7nmom.') 

Commons. — The  house  proceeded  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  petition  respecting  the  election  for 
Barnstaple. — Col.  Sloane  brought  up  a  petition 
ftom  the  tiustecs  of  the  British  Mu.'cum.  praying 
for  Parliamentary  aid;  he  aho  moved,  that  an 
account  be  laid  before  the  House  of  the  sums 
usually  granted  to  the  British  Musetim,  and  also 
an  account  of  their  erpenditure.  7  lie  Bill  for  pre- 
venting certain  revenue  officers  in  Ireland  fiom 
voting  at  Elections  was  read  a  first  time. — Mr. 
Addington  delivered  the  following  message  from 
his  Majesty  lelative  to  3  new  arrangement  of  the 
affairs  of  PLR.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  viz.  His 
Majesty  having  taken  into  consideration  the  pe- 
riod which  has  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
atrangements  which  the  wisdom  of  Parliament 
thought  necessary  for  removing  the  incumbrances 
upon  the  alFairs  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  having 
adverted  to  the  progress  made  in  carrying  them 
into  effect,  recommends  the  situation  of  the  frince 
to  the  attention  of  tiic  House  of  Commons;  and 
notwithstanding  the  reluctance  and  regret  which 
his  Majesty  must  always  feel  in  suggesting  any 
additional  buithens  upon  his  people,  lie  cannot 
but  resort  with  confidence  to  the  experienced  li- 
berality of  his  faithful  Commons,  trusting  that 
they  will  adopt  such  measures  as  are  best  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  comfort,  and  support  the 
dignity  of  so  distinguished  a  branch  of  his  Royal 
House." 
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Spring  Assizrs.— Cv/orfl'. — Justice  Lawrence 
and  Justice  Chanibre. — Reading,  February  28. — 
Oxford,  March  2. — Worcester  and  City,  March  5. — 
Gloucester  and  City,  March  9. — Monmouth,  Mar. 
iz. — Hereford,  ,  March  15. — Shrewsbury,  March 
19. — StatVoid,   March  33. 

If't^:nn. — I'aron  Thompson  and  J7istice  Le 
Blanc. — Winchester,  March  i. — Sarum,  March  5. 
• — Don;hcster,  March  10. — Exeter  and  City,  March 
14. — Launceston,    March    19. — Tauntun,    March 

Nonhcrn. — Lord  Ellenborough  and  Justice 
Kooke. — York  and  City,  March  5. — Lancaster, 
March  19, 

N.ifdk. — Lord  Alvanley  and  Justice  Grose. — 
Aylesbury,  March  5. — IJedford,  March  lO. — Hun- 
tingdon, March  la. — Cambridge,  March  id. — 
Thetford,  March  19. — Bury  St.  Edmunds,  March 
24. 

Ihmc. — Raron  Ilorham  and  Justice  Heath. — 
Hertford, March  7. — Chelmsford,  March  9. — Maid- 
stone, March  14. — Kingston,  March  21. — Hors- 
ham, March  28. 

London  da^^ette,  Teh.  12,  1803. — At  the  court  at 
St.  James's,  the  lOth  of  February,  iScj. — His  Ma- 
jesty in  council  was  this  day  pleased  to  appoint — 
Josiah  Wedgcwood,  of  Gunville,  Esq.  to  be  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Dorset,  instead  of  John  Arbuth- 
not,  of  Weymouth,  F^.-q. — John  Pooley  Kensing- 
ton, of  Putney,  Esq.  to  be  sherlffof  the  county  of 
Surrey.  -'1'.  H.  M.  Gwynne,  of  Llanelwitii,  Esq. 
to  be  sheriffof  the  county  of  Radnor,  instead  of 
T.  Grove,  of  Owen  Elian,  Esq. — J.  Windsor,  of 
Vaynor,  Esq.  to  be  slierifl"  of  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery, instead  of  R.  Knight,  of  Gwcrnygoe, 
Esq. 

Bank:iupts. — Passman,  J.  Doncaster,  machine, 
maker. —  Allen,  F.  Pall  Mall,  milliner. — Wickins, 
\j.  St.  Clements',  haberdasher. — Coleman,  J.  fet- 
ter-lane, painter. — Smith,  W.  Durham,  ship-build- 
er.—Gibbs,  W.  Box,  Wilts.  miller.—Taylor,  J.  and 
H.  Cowley,  Gainsborough,  merchants. — Jackson, 
J.  Oxtord-strect,  linen-draper. — Wagner,  J.  Lower 
Tooting,  callico-printcr.  —  Joyce,  W.  and  W. 
Bachelor,  Bristol,  Silversmiths. — Richardson,  T. 
and  T.  Worthington,  Manchester,  merchant. — 
Hopwood,  J.  Worcester,  glove-seller. — Eyres,  S. 
Manchester,  corn-dealer. — Durner,  J.  G.  Liver- 
pool, merchant  — Ashton,  W.  Kingston  upon  Hull, 
brandy-mtrchant. — Clifton,  W.  Kingston  upon 
Hull,  brandy-merchant. — Buck,  M.  Clapham, 
Yorkshire,  dealer. — Atkinson,  H.  Hovvarth,  shop- 
keeper.— Gabbitas,  M.  T.  Brinsyard,  farmer. — 
Clancy,  W.  Watcrford,  merchant. — Hughes,  M. 
Hackney,  milkman. — Horrocks,  T.  Rippondale, 
bleacher. — T'.merson,  J.  Bitton,  brass  and  spelter 
maker. — Williams,  J.  G.  Mar'hall-street,  mer- 
chant.— 'Nimisno,  H.  Bristol,  merchant. —  Bruce,  S. 
Oldham,  dealer. — May,  S.  H.  Great  St.  Helen's, 
merchant. — Girlins;,  H.  Hackney-road,  shoemaker. 
— Hewlett,  G.  Shipton  Lee,  dairyman. — Green,  E. 
Charles-street,  Soho-square,  man's  mercer. — Col- 
Iyer,  W.  Puilox  Hill,  horse-dealer — Thomas,  J. 
Chester,  malster.— Wright,  J.  Manchester,  cotton- 
spinner. — Parker,  J.  Bitniingham,  plater. — Hol- 
brow,  Hayncs,  Haynes,  and  Henderson,  Glouce.s- 
ler,  chemical  preparers. — Donnison,  J.  Prescott- 
street,  recrchHnt.— Davies,  R.  Shrewsbury,  porter- 
tnercliant.-'-J.inson,  J.  Blackburn,  cottcn-nianu- 
facturer. — Muhell,  VV.  Sonersetshire,  clothier. — 
Hook,  J.  Bermondsey,  leather-dresser. — Fearon, 
Jv  P.  Upper  Gratton-stiect,  dealer. — Cole,  C.  Dru- 
ry  lane,  victualler. —  Bright,  T.  Inner  Temple- 
lane,  stationer. — Uarnard,  J.  Jun.  Bedfoid,  coin- 
factor. 


B'vths. — On  Thursday  the  Hon.  Mrs.  L  Mark- 
ham,  of  a  son. — On  .Saturday  evening,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Baird,  lady  of  LiciH,  Col.  Haird,  of  a  son. — 
On  Sunday,  the  Countess  of  Hehcstcr  of  a  son.— • 
At  Rochester,  the  lady  of  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Marsham,  of  3  daughter. — On  Monday,  the  lady 
of  the  Hon.  Spencer  Percival,  of  a  son. 

Marnagci. — At  Hanmer  in  the  County  of  Flint, 
Lord  Keiiyon  to  Miss  i-lanmer  daughter  of  SirT. 
Hanmer,  Bart,  of  Batteslield  P.^rk.— On  F'riday, 
Capt.  G.  Hope  to  Lady  J.  Johnstone,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Hopetown. — At  Ballindean,  in  Perth- 
shire, on  the  9th  inst.  the  Hon.  Major-General 
Hope,  to  Miss  Wedderburn. 

Dcathi.—Ow  Sunday  sen'night,  aged  55,  Thomas 
Hammond,  Esq.  of  York,  brother  to  G.  Hammond, 
Esq.  under  Sec.  of  State. — On  Saturday,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel F.  Manners,  of  the  96ih  legiment. 
— On  Friday,  the  4th  inst.  at  Paris,  the  lady  of  Sir 
A.Grant,  Bart. — At  Dublin,  on  Sund.iy,  the  6th 
inst.  Colonel  Blquiere. —  .'^t  Dusseldorf,  in  her 
28th  year,  Raioncss  Hompesch,  lady  of  Major-Ge- 
neral liaron  Hompesch. 
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LONDON    COURSE     OF    EXCHANGE. 


Amster.  c.  f.  so  2 
D",  at  sight  35  10 
rottbrdam  36  3 
Hamburgh  34  3 
Altona.  ...  34  4 
Paris  l  day  24  s 

Paris 24   12 

b0urdeaux,24  13 
Cadiz    .  .  .  35| 


2  US 
2  us 
2   US 


2  US. 


eff. 


Madrid 


364  effective 


2  us.  Leghor?! 50 

Naples 4o|- 

Genoa 46 

Venice,  5-2    livres  piccole 
efl'ective  per£.  ster. 

Lisbon 68§ 

Oporto 68 

Dublin 12-| 

BlLBOA      2b\ 

Agio,  bank  on  Hoi.  p. 


PRICES  CURRENT    IN    LONDON, 


Eng.Wheatprq.45j.to6ij 

Rye 33  ..30 

Barlev 22 


Malt 

.    41 

Oats 

.    15 

Pease  (white)... 

.    33 

Beans  (horse)... 

.    31 

Flour  per  sack  . 

.     45 

Seconds 

.    40 

Coals  per  chal. . 

..00 

Hops  per  cwt.  200J  to  220f 
Hay  per  load. . . .  70  . .  140 
Beef,  per  stone  4s. fid.  to  6s. 
Mutton  5s.  4d.  toGs  4d. 
Veal  . .  . .  6«.  od.  to  8s.  4d. 
Pork. .  . .  4S.  8d.  to  6s.  Od. 

Tallow 4s.  4d. 

Av.  of  Sugar  pr  cw  sgs.  h\. 
Salt,  per  Bushel  iss.iod, 
Bread  yM  the  C-iuar.  Loaf. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Parties. — The^  The  tr.illenium  of  po- 
Ad  dingtons,  >  litics  seems  to  be  fast  ap- 
AND  Mr.  Pitt.  3  preaching  :  thereis  scarce- 
ly any  distinction  oi parties  left;  for,  though 
we  do,  indeed,  hear  talk  of  the  new  and 
the  old  oppositions,  there  is  in  reality  no  op- 
position  ot  p^rty,  and,  if  we  except  a  few 
individuals,  a  perfect  indiflicrrence  appears  to 
prevail  as  to  the  consequences  of  the  present 
system  of  public  measures.  The  some  men 
who  were  alive  two  years  ago  are  still  alive, 
but  their  minds  seem  to  have  been  changed  j 
the  lule  ol  the  Addintrtons   and  Hawkes- 
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buries,  which  is  more  like  a  burlesque  of 
government  than  any  thing  that  ever  ap- 
peared before  in  the  world,  has  rendered 
pubHc  life  so  ludicrous  and  di«igusting  that 
it  really  requires  more  tlian  common  forti- 
tude to  enable  a  man  of  character  to  inter- 
fere, even  for  th(^  sake  of  preventing  the  de- 
struction of  hi(?  country.  The  absence  of 
opposition,  which  is  to  be  ascribed  to  this 
disgust,  to  this  loathing  inspired  by  the 
scene  altogether,  the  Addiugtons  have  th.e 
modesty  to  attribute  to  an  universal  ac- 
quiescence in  ihetvlsdom  of  their  measures. 
Happy  people  !  To  them  all  is  sun-shine. 
They  live  and  laugh  under  a  load  of  eon- 
tempt  which  would  sink  any  other  of  God's 
creatures  to  the  grave. — And  well  they  may 
laugh,  for  they  are  advancing  on  a  grand 
fas,  towards  a  monopoly  of  every  thing  that 
is  profitable,  as  vv'tll  as  of  every  thing, 
which,  before  their  time,  used  to  be  ac- 
counted honourable.  Like  the  snakes  of 
South  America  they  are  winding  themselves 
round  the  limbs,  tlie  carcass,  and  throat  of 
John  Bull.  Poor  John  may  roar  as  long  as 
he  pleases;  he  will  roar  most  hideously  by 
and-by,  but  that  will  not  save  him  iVom  the 
effects  of  their  deadly  embrace  :  nor,  in- 
deed, ought  it  to  save  him;  it  was  his  de- 
generacy, his  baseness,  that  placed  him  un- 
der their  controul,  and  that  still  makes  him 
submit  to  it  in  silence.  Let  him  suffer. 
He  deserves  the  very  utmost  of  that  punish- 
ment which  is  in  store  for  him. — What  we 
have  constantly  stated  as  our  opinion  re- 
specting the  durability  of  the  present  mi- 
nistry, is  now,  we  think,  fully  verified.  Had 
JMr.'Pitt  possessed  xhtpoivcr,  he  certainly 
would,  after  what  has  passed,  have  had  the 
nuill,  to  sink  the  Addingtons  into  that  ob- 
scurity, from  which  he  was  so  indiscreet  as 
to  raise  them.  He  has  not  the  power  :  he 
feels  that  he  has  it  not :  he  is,  indeed,  at 
iast,  awake,  but,  alas !  he  awakens  only  to 
a  sense  of  his  debility;  he  rises  like  Samp- 
son the  arms  of  Delilah!  No:  IMk.  Pitt 
ca?n:ot  t]tc\  'Mhe  family."  We  conjure  our 
readers  not  to  deceive  themselves.  There  is 
no  hope  from  this  quarter.  A  vast  majo- 
rity of  those  who  used  to  support  Mk,  Pitt 
against  all  the  world,  v/ould  now  support 
"  the  family"  against  that  very  Mk.  Pitt, 
because  the  latter  is  not  approved  of  by 
Buonaparte,  and  because  any  changes  whicli 
he  might  wish  to  make  in  the  present  sys- 
tem, "  might  expose  the  country  to  the 
"  horrors  of  war."  Some  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Pitt  may  think  differently  from  us,  on 
this  point,  and,  full  of  contidence  in  his 
power,  will  endeavour,  perhaps,  to  prevail 
on  him  to  exert  it;  but,  our  readers  may 
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rest  assured,  that  he  will  rlever  make  th 
hazardous  experiment. — JNL  J.  H.  Adding-' 
TON  is,  we  are  told,  sworn  into  his  Majes- 
ty's most  honourable  Privy  Council!  "  The 
"  Right  Hon.  John  Hiley  Addmgton"  !  !  !  ! 
— Resentment  m.ust  now  cease  to  exist  in 
the  breast  of  Mr,  Fox  ! — However,  thank 
God,  Mr.  Hiley  is  not  yet  a  bishop  ! — The 
demi-official  paper,  through  the  columns  of 
which  •'  the  family"  convey  their  sprightly 
observations  to  the  world,  has  made  an  at- 
tempt to  defend  these  rapid  and  unparalleled 
strides  of  the  Addingtons,  by  alluding  to 
the  example  of  Buonaparte  and  his  rela- 
tions: "  The  partizans  of  the  new  oppo- 
"  sition,  full  of  the  haughty  and  high  aris- 
"  tocratic  notions  of  their  leaders,  affect  to 
"  despise  every  person  who  cannot  count  a 
"■  dozen  coronets  in  his  family  ;  but,  ex- 
"  perience,  very  late,  and  even  present  ex- 
"  perience,  shows,  both  in  -this  country  and 
"  hiUrancc.,  that  what  is  called  noble  bikth 
"  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  conduct- 
"  ing  of  national  affairs," — Whence  a  pa- 
ragraph like  this,  v/hence  sentiments  like 
these,  could  alone  proceed,  is,  we  think,  evi- 
dent enough.  But,  without  having  any 
very  great  respect  lor  the  Buonapartian  race, 
we  cannot  admit,  that  they  are  upon  a  foot- 
ing with  our  "  family."  As  to  hirih,  in- 
deed, they  may  be  nearly  upon  a  level,  Buo- 
naparte's father  being  a  village  attorney; 
but,  in  point  of  qualities,  and  of  actions, 
where  is  the  similarity  ?  The  Buonapartes 
may  be,  as  Lord  Hawkesbury  termed  them, 
Corsican  Adventurers,  but  as  long  as  cou- 
rage, understanding  and  talents  shall  be 
held  superior  to  pusillanimity,  ignorance^ 
and  imbecility,  so  long  must  it  be  an  insult 
to  common  sense  to  attempt  to  raise  the 
Addingtons  to  a  level  with  the  Buona- 
partes. Nor,  to  say  the  truth,  should  we  be 
at  all  surprized  if  this  act  of  temerity,  on  the 
part  of  our  modest  gentlemen,  were  to  bring 
them  a  severe  rebuke  from  the  Moniteur. 
Their  boasting  relative  to  the  finances  has 
called  forth  a  pretty  sharp  reproof,  and  we 
would  have  them  take  care  how  they  revive 
the  irritation,  by  putting  themselves  upon 
a  footing  with  their  betters.  Squabbles  less 
serious  than  this  have  sometimes  ter- 
minated in  ivar;  and,  dreadful  indeed  would 
it  be,  if  we  were,  after  having  made 
so  many  sacrifices,  after  having  submitted 
to  every  species  of  injury,  insult,  and  dis- 
grace, for  the  sake  of  avoiding  a  "  horrid 
appeal  to  arms ;"  dreadful  indeed,  at  once 
supremely  dreadful  and  supremely  ridiculous 
would  it  be,  were  we,  at  last,  to  make  this 
"  horrid  appeal''  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
the  precedence  in  point  of  birth  between  the 
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sons  of  a  village-attorney  and  those  of  a  vil- 
lage-doctor ! 

St.  Domingo. — The  intelligence  from 
this  island  is  more  favourable  to  the  French 
than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  Were 
it  not  for  fear  of  putting  the  Richmond 
Park  ministry  to  the  blush,  we  would  ask 
them,  what  is  now  become  of  all  their 
hopes  and  predictions  about  the  evaciiatim 
of  St.  Domingo  !  Mr.  Addington  will  easily 
comprehend  what  we  mean,  when  we  say, 
that  this  evacuation  is  not  so  easily  effected 
as  that  of  Malta. — When  the  last  advices 
came  away,  trade  was  so  far  revived  at 
Cape  Francois,  that  the  American  agents 
were  writing  to  their  principals  to  ship 
them  India  and  other  goods  from  the  United 
States.  The  war  continued  between  the 
French  and  the  Blacks;  and,  though  we  do 
not  believe  above  onehalf  of  whathas  been 
said  about  the  cruelties  committed,  on 
either  side,  we  can  easily  conceive,  that  the 
destruction  has  been  very  great.  In  the 
mean  time,  Buonaparte  seems  resolved  to 
add  this  sable  nation  to  his  long  list  of 
conquests.  Troops  have  embarked,  on 
this  expeditio-n,  from  Leghorn  and  from  L'or- 
ska  ;  riie  Po/«/i  demi-brigade  has  been  era- 
barked  at  Gc7ioa^  and  a  considerable  part, 
we  are  told,  of  the  garrison  at  Brussels^  have 
volunteered  on  the  same  service,  and  are 
to  embark  at  Dunkirk. — Thus,  it  is  not 
/)-.7;/re  altogether,  which  supplies  the  means 
of  French  conquests.  The  people  of  France 
see  that  their  government  can,  if  necessary, 
call  forth  the  arms  of  others  to  fight  their 
battles.  And  yet  we  hear  people  talk  of 
the  exhaustion,  which  the  war  of  St.  Do- 
mingo will  cause  of  the  population  and 
resources  of  France  !— On  the  subject  of 
the  ultimate  effects  (with  respect  to  Eng- 
land) of  the  restoration  of  the  colonial 
authority  of  St.  Domingo,  the  Maidstone 
Opposition  have  lately  uttered  some  curious 
sentiments.  They  perceive  clearly  enough, 
that  the  people  of  this  country  must  very 
soon  begin  to  be  alarmed  for  the  fate  of 
Jamaica  ;  and,  as  their  plan  is  to  blind  and 
benumb  the  nation,  ////  it  is  too  late  to  act 
ivith  effect,  they  are  endeavouring  to  check 
the  progress  of  every  opinion  that  has  a 
contrary  tendency.  Hence  the  essay,  to 
which  we  allude,  and  in  which  they  most 
strenously  deprecate  any  mention  even  of  the 
danger,  which  is  to  be  apprehended  to 
our  own  colonies,  from  the  establishment  of 
a  great  military  and  predatory  force  in  St. 
Domingo  3  alleging,  as  their  reason  for 
this  cautious  silence,  that  it  is  serving,  the 
cause  of  Buonaparte  to /loiat  out  to  his  soldiers 
the  easjjirty,    ivhiiji  Jamaica  offers  H  ikm,    an 


anti-patriotic  act,  which  they  ascribe  to 
the  New  Opposition  I  As  if  the  soldiers  of 
Buonaparte  wanted  a  stimulus  of  this  sort 
to  lead  them  to  St.  Domingo  ;  and,  were 
that  the  case,  as  if  t!ie  prey  would  not  be 
pointed  out  to  them  more  directly  and  in- 
telligibly than  through  the  speeches  of 
the  New  Opposition,  not  one  of  which 
speeches  did,  or  will,  the  army  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ever  read,  or  hear  cited  !  "  V/e 
"  cannot,"  says  the  Maidstone  patriot, 
"  say  to  France  that  she  shall  not  re-oc- 
"  cupv  St.  Domingo;  we  cannot  say  to 
**  her,  that  she  shall  never  entertain  the 
"  design  of  fittins;  out  an  armament  trom 
"  St,  Domingo,  against  tlie  island  of  Ja- 
"  majca.  If  uoe  cannot  do  these  rhingi,  ivhat  is 
"  the  use  of  conjuring  np.  the  phantom  of  future 
"  ills,  to  torture  otir  present  existence,  ivithout  ob~ 
"  taining  tJie  least  i? formation  ho~v  tve  could  avoid 
"  them  f — What  are  we  to  do  now,  after 
"  the  peace  of  Amiens,  lest  the  French  in 
"  the  next  war  should  attack  Jamaica? 
"  Why  truly,  the  only  thing  that  can  be 
"  Ao\-\Q.,\%\.ohQfrrcpared  for  ihe"'.i:orst,  and  to 
"  defend  Jamaica  when  it  shall  be  attacked^ 
"  as  well  as  ice  can.'''* — Without  stopping 
to  examine,  by  the  maxim  here  applied, 
the  conduct  ot  the  leader  of  the  Maidstone 
Opposition  during  the  last  war,  when  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  a  law  respecting 
newspapers,  when  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press,  in 
order  to  prevent  intelligence  being  cotn?nunicated 
to  the  eneijiy  by  him  and  his  associates  in  and 
out  of  doors;  without  stopping  to  make 
this  examination,  we  will  ask  how,  if  the 
sentiment  here  laid  down  be  adopted,  it  is 
possible  ever  to  discuss,  or,  at  least,  to 
oppose,  any  one  measure  of  government  af- 
fecting our  foreign  relations  ?  Allow  of  this 
rule,  and  the  faculty  of  speech,  in  a  member 
of  parliament,  becomes  perfectly  useless, 
except  for  the  noble  purpose  of  eulogizing 
the  conduct  of  those,  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  confer  places :  allow  ot  this 
principle,  and  the  regal  attributes  are 
instantly  transferred  frcni  the  Sovereiga 
to  the  Ministers;  the  Chancellors,  the 
Secretaries,  and  Under  Secretaries,  can  do 
no  wrong,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  the>r 
persons  niay  be  all  sacred  down  to  the  very 
door-keepers :  in  short,  if  this  degrading 
principle  be  allowed,  the  servants  oi  the 
King  are  the  masters  of  the  parliament  and 
the  people. — Because  our  country  cannot 
now,  after  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  say  to 
France,  "  you  shall  not  ruin  my  colonies," 
the  New  Opposition  are  to  blame  for  ascribe 
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jng  the  approaching  ruin  of  those  colonies 
to  the  treaty  of  Amiens  :  because  the  evil 
is  now  rendered  inevitable,  we  are  not  to 
complain  against  those  who  have  brought 
that  evil  upon  us  !  But,  this  is  not  exactly 
the  argument  :  it  is  still  more  absurd  and 
impudent.      *  Because  we  cannot  now  yrr^- 

*  wilt  France  from    entertaining    a    design 

*  against  the  island  of  Jamaica,   we  ought 

*  not  to  say  that  she  has  that  design ;  and, 

*  when  it  shall,  at  last,  appear  that  she  not 

*  only  entertains,  but  is  actually  engaged 

*  in  tlie  execution  of,  this  design,  we  are 
'  then  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst,  and  are 

*  to  defend  Jamaica  as  ivell  as  ive  can^\  — 
This  is,  perhaps,  the  grossest  insult  that 
ever  was  offered  to  the  understanding  of  a 
nation.  There  never  was  any  thing  so  au- 
daciously base.  Yet,  the  leader  of  the 
Maidstone  Opposition  knows  well  what  he 
is  doing  :  he  knows  the  people,  whom  it  is 
his  object  to  deceive,  to  lull,  and  to  lead 
under  theyoke  of  Buonaparte;  and,  to  say 
the  truth,  a  people  that  can  be  so  led,  and 
by  such  a  man,  deserves  to  wear  such  a 
yoke. — We  deny  the  premises  of  the  argu 
inent;  we  say,  that  we  can  yet  prevent 
France  from  forming  any  design  against 
Jamaica  that  should  be  dangerous  to  that 
colony;  but  lliis  is  only  to  be  done  by 
measures,  which  would  probably  lead  to 
ivar;  and  war  is  "  certain  ruift.;^'  or,  in  the 
cmphatical  expression  of  the  Maidstone 
philanthropist,  '*  the  country  may  be  sub- 
"  jugated,  but  the  people  must  eat." — 
This  is  the  standing  reply  to  every  argu- 
ment fur  offence  or  defence,  and  this  reply 
will,  we  are  afraid,  vet  be  made,  when 
the  enemy  shall  be  landed  in  Norfolk  or  in 
Sussex. 

The  letter  of  Xa/i/ier  Tan^/y  ha.^  not  been 
overJoc-ked.  It  is  a  very  excellent  specimen 
of  the  effects  of  national  degradation  — 
Nothing  has  been  finally  arranged  yet  res- 
pecting the  future  government  of  the  Swiss. 
— Another  convention,  besides  that  which 
Las  been  published,  has  been  concluded 
between  France  and  Austria,  in  which  the 
latter  has  formally  sanctioned  the  changes 
which  has  taken  place  in  Italy,  and  also 
the  measures  of  France  with  regard  to 
Switzerland. — Great  distress  has  been  ex- 
perience, and  is  yet  experienced,  in  Prus- 
sia, from  the  prohibition  to  export  raw  silk 
from  Piedmont. — The  edict  issued  In  Spain, 
with  regard  to  the  wool,  will,  in  a  very 
short  time,  be  severely  felt  in  England. — 
When  all  the  channels  of  commerce  are 
•pened  in  Belgiumj  and  when  the  money- 
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lovers  ha\'e  seen,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment is  fairly  settled,  and  appears  likely  to 
stand,  the  capital  will  fly  from  all  countries 
to  the  favoured  and  defended  dominions  of 
France. 

CoNVKNTioK  BETWEEN  \  Our  readers  have 
France,    Austria,      Vseen  (p.  134),that 
AVJD  Russia.  j  the  affair  of  the 

Indemnities  has,  at  last,  been  terminated  by 
a  convention  between  France  and  Austria, 
acceded  to  afterwards  by  Russia.  Austria 
Is,  we  perceive,  besides  the  loss  of  the  Bris- 
gaw,  ceded  to  the  Duke  of  Modena  by  the 
treaty  of  Luneville,  now  to  give  up  the 
Ortenau,  for  which  sacrifices  she  is  to 
receive,  hs  an  indemnification,  the  per- 
mission of  Buonaparte  to  appropriate  to  her 
own  use  (he  revenues  of  the  bishopricks  of 
Trente  and  Brixen,  fltuated  in  the  Austrian 
province  of  Tirol.  It  will  be  much  about 
the  same,  if  the  Consul  or  his  successor 
should  (which  God  forbid  !)  give  the  King 
of  England  leave  to  seize  on  the  revenues  of 
the  bishoprick  of  Durham  The  Grand  Duke 
ot  Tuscany,  in  consequence  of  his  renounc- 
ing these  bishopricks,  is,  it  seems,  to  receive 
certain  morsels  of  other  states,  and  is  to  be 
made  an  Elector  of  the  Empire  ! — But  we 
have  not  room  at  present  to  enter  into  an  ex- 
posure of  the  several  parts  of  this  shameful 
transaction,  which  we  cannot  but  regard  as 
the  death-blow  of  the  Germanic  body. 

NOTICES. 

The  several  articles  relative  to  the  Navjf 

shall  be  duly  attended  to. Our  next  will 

contain  A  Letter  to  Lord  St.  Fi?ice?!t,  on  seve- 
ral parts  of  his  public  conduct,   and  on  the 

present   alarming  situation  of  the  fleet. 

Our  other  correspondents  wnll  be  so  good  as 
to  excuse  us  till  next  week. 

The  Supplement  to  Vol.  II.  is,  at  length, 
ready  for  delivery.  A  full  account  of  the 
numerous  valuable  documents  it  contains 
will  be  given  in  our  next. 

Complete  sets  of  the  first  Six  Numbers  of 
Vol.  III.  may  now  be  had  of  the  respective 
publishers. 

^  The  1st  Number  of  the  MercUre 
Anglois  de  Cobbett  was  published  yes- 
terday.— It  is  sold  by  E.  Harding,  No,  18, 
Pall  Mall,  and  by  Dulau  and  Co.  Soho 
Square.  The  2d  iSIumber  -^nW  be  publish- 
ed on  Wednesday  the  2d  of  March, 
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COMPLETE   FOR  THE   YEAR    l8o2. 

The  Second  Volume  being  now  finished, 
I  venture  to  offer  the  two  vohimes  to  the 
public  as  an  Annual  Register  for  the 
LAST  Year  ;  and,  as  the  most  copious  and 
complete  work  cf  the  kind,  that  ever  ap- 
peared in  this  or  in  any  other  country. 
When  1  first  described  the  nature  and  pro- 
posed contents  of  this  publication,  1  pre- 
pared my  readers  for  "  such  alterations, 
*'  additions,  and  improvements,  as  time 
"  and  experience  might  suggest."  Many 
and  u-eful  have  been  the  suggestions  ot 
these  patient  monitors.  At^ter  having  finish- 
ed the  two  volumes,  which  complete  the 
first  year  of  the  work,  I  now  regard  it  as 
having  assumed  its  permanent  form  and 
manner. 

The  second  volume,  like  the  former  one, 
may  be  considered  as  divided  into  two 
parts;  the  first  consisting  of  the  numbers, 
which  have  been  published  weekly  during 
the  halfycary  or,  of  a  reprint  of  those  num- 
bers;  the  second,  of  the  Supplement.  The 
former  of  these  divisions  contains  a  collec- 
tion of  all  authentic  documents,  appertain- 
ing to  state  affairs,  or  to  matters  of  political 
economy,  whether  they  immediately  relate 
to  this  country  or  not;  and,  in  making  this 
collection,  care  has  constantly  been  taken 
to  recur  to  such  compacts  and  transactions 
of  past  times,  as  do,  or  may  afiect  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  time. — During 
the  Session  of  parliament,  a  weekly  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  is  given,  reserving 
the  Debates,  corrected  and  at  full  length, 
to  be  given  in  the  Supplement  to  the  volume. 
Ais  occasion  requires,  and  time  affords  op- 
portunity, brief  Notices  are  given  of  such 
new  Books  as  relate  to  history,  politics,  or 
political  economy,  or  that  bear  upon  sub- 
jects connected  therewith.  The  preceding 
heads  are  followed  by  a  selection  of  such 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Intelligence  as  ap- 
pears to  be  of  public  importance  ;  to  which 
is  added,  a  Record  of  Appointments,  of 
Bankruptcies,  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages, 
Prices.  The  scale  of  these  articles  has,  in 
the  latter  numbers,  been  abridged;  but 
V'hatever  has  been  left  out  in  the  body  of 

Vol.  III. 


[258 

the  work,  will  be  found  in  the  Supplement. 
— Besides  the  aforementioned  matter,  which 
is  necessarily  supplied  by  time  and  events, 
each  sheet  of  the  work  contains  the  Editor's 
observations  relative  to  all  the  most  im- 
portant current  events  and  transactions. 
These  observations  arCj  for  want  of  a  more 
comprehensive  phrase,  called  Summaries  of 
Politics,  and,  upon  an  uninterrupted  pe- 
rusal of  them,  they  will,  I  think,  be  found 
to  form  a  complete  series  of  statements, 
arguments,  and  reflections:  and,  when,  to 
this  series,  are  added  the  detached  articles 
from  correspondents,  vvhetlier  in  the  form 
of  Essays,  Letters,  or  Extracts,  the  whole 
of  the  numbers,  taken  together,  forms  a. 
Chronicle,  not  only  of  events  and  transac- 
tions, but  of  the  opinions,  feelings,  and  mo- 
tives connected  therewith. 

The  compilers  of  Annual  Registers  have 
adopted  a  different,  and,  in  my  opini- 
on, a  far  less  perfect  mode  of  arranging 
their  materials,  which  it  is  their  custom  to 
divide  into  classes,  instead  of  placing  them 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  first  com- 
municated to  the  Public.  According  to 
their  method,  all  the  State  Papers  are  so 
inserted  as  to  follow  each  other  without  the 
intervention  of  other  matter ;  and  so  of  the 
Proceedings  in  Parliament,  the  Historical 
Remarks,  &c.  Sec.  But  it  is,  I  (hink,  evi- 
dent, that  this  classification  can  be  attended 
with  no  one  advantage,  while  it  has  many 
very  great  disadvantages.  Considering  the 
Register  merely  as  a  book  of  reference,  it  i;; 
of  little  import  how  the  materials  are  ar- 
ranged, so  that  they  are  all  included  in  ths 
book,  and  are  pointed  to  by  the  Index  m 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  found  with  perfect 
facility;  but,  as  a  book  for  perusal^  th.e 
chronological  order  is  certainly  the  most 
favourable  to  a  clear,  an  easy,  and  satisfac- 
tory comprehension  of  the  divers  matters 
contained  in  it.  At  first  sight,  it  may  ap- 
pear, that  the  chronological  ostler  followed 
without  reference  to  the  difference  in  the 
kind  of  materials,  produces,  in  one  and  the 
same  sheet,  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  Trea- 
ties with  Foreign  Powers,  Debates  in  the 
Parliament,  Intelligence  from  abroad,  Oc- 
currences at  home.  Fluctuations  in  the 
Stocks,  Price  of  Bread,  Political  Pveflec- 
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ttons,  &c,  &c.  Yet,  upon  closer  observa- 
tion, it  will  be  found,  that  there  is  a  very 
intimate  connexion  between  all  these;  that 
they  explain  anJ  elucidate  each  other,  and 
that,  though  widely  difrererit  in  their  na- 
ture, the  reader  must  see  them  all,  and  all 
together  too,  in  order  to  have  a  full  and  fair 
view  of  the  political  picture,  of  which  they 
fire  the  component  parts.  An  article,  on 
tha  contrary,  contained  in  a  Registej  where 
the  classifying  order  is  pursued,  has  seldom 
any  connexion  with  those  which  immediate- 
ly precede  or  come  after  it;  and,  in  the 
studying  of  it,  the  reader  very  rarely  in- 
deed derives  any  aid  from  the  situation  in 
which  it  is  found.  Where,  for  instance,  is 
the  connexion  between  two  State  Papers  ? 
What  help,  in  general,  does  the  one  afford 
towards  the  just  appreciation  of  the  other  ? 
To  know  what  was  thoiight  and  said  of  the 
new  division  of  Germany,  to  obtain  ?.ny 
knowledge  respecting  it,  other  than  that 
which  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  Declaration 
ot  France  and  Russia,  recourse  must  be  had 
to  those  other  sources  of  information,  which 
here  accompany  the  Declaration,  but  wdiich, 
m  a  work  otherwise  constructed,  must  be 
sought  for  else-vhere,  not  always  with  a 
certainty  of  success,  and  never  without  con- 
siderable pains. 

The  twenty- six  sheets,  which  form  the 
Chronicle  for  the  half  year,  did  not,  how- 
ever, appear  to  me  to  be  quite  suthcicnt  to 
render  tlje  work  complete.  Several  articles 
presented  themselves,  which,  though  too 
long  to  be  inserted  in  the  weekly  numbers, 
were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  comple- 
tion of  my  plan.  These,  I  therefore,  re- 
solved to  publish  in  a  half  yearly  Supple- 
ment, to  be  supplied,  at  a  moderate  price, 
to  the  purchasers  of  the  weekly  numbers  ; 
and,  in  this  second  volume,  I  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  convenience  offered  bv 
this  plan  to  render  the  work  a  comlddi 
Parhamentary  Kegister  also,  v/hich  it\vas 
210',  ai  fisrt,  my  in.tention  to  do.  This  jiart 
of  the  work  will,  in  future,  be  more  re- 
gularly placed.  At  present,  the  Table  of 
Contents  musl  be  consulted  to  kn.ow  where 
*■('/  i'lKi  the  dillereiu  parts  of  which  (he 
Partiament-dry  Register  is  composed. — The 
contents  of  the  Supplement  to  the  second 
volume  are  as  follows  : 

1.  Parliamoitary  ?a['ers.—W\  the  piiricipul  reports'. 
returns,  accounts,  estimates,  &e.  A;c.  (beiii'.;- upwards 
of  iixty  in  number)  which  were  laid  before  the  Par- 
liament daring  the  /rtir  session. 

2.  FarHamattary  Debates.,  at  length.,  on  the  Pieii- 
.nriiiuuy  and  Definitive  Treaties  with  Friince.  7'hesc 
drhates,  which  were  the  only  ones  of  much  interest 
during  the  stsiion,  and  which  are,  and  long  will  be, 
constantly  wanted  to  refer  to,  are  here  collected  and 
airanjed  whh  great  rnrt,  aud  frur.i  the  bcii  materials. 


— This  head,  toErether  with  the  preceding  one,  and 
the  reports  of  Parliamentary  Proceedings  in  the  body 
and  supplement  of  Vol.1,  will  be  found  to  form  a 
Parliamentary  Register  of  the  last  session  much  more 
complete,  as  well  as  more  interesting,  than  any  othef 
that  has  been  published. 

3.  A  List  of  the  Kcnv  parliament,  together  with  Z, 
selection  of  the  addresses  to  the  Electors,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kitisdom. 

4.  Parliamentary  D'hates,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session  to  the  recess,  collected  and  ar- 
ranged with  great  care. — These  debates,  together 
with  the  sort  of  Journal  of  Proceeding  which  has 
been  kept,  during  this  session,  in  the  Weekly  Num- 
bers, forrns  a  complete  Register  of  the  Parliament 
down  to  the  recess;  and  the  next  Volume  will,  of 
course,  continue  it  down  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
including  all  the  accounts,  reports,  estimates,  &c.  &c. 

6.  Papers  relative  to  India.— Unitt  this  head  are 
contained,  not  only  the  Official  Papers  laid  before 
Parliament,  but  all  such  others  as  I  have  been  able 
to  collect,  and  as  appeared  to  me  likely  to  be  useful 
to  my  Readers. — There  are  not  less  than  seventy  arti- 
cles under  this  head. 

6.  Statistical  Table  relative  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

7.  Public  Papers. — All  Papers  of  this  description 
which  were  omitted  in  the  weekly  Numbers. 

8.  Foreign  OJicial  Papers. — Many  Dispatches,  De- 
crees,  &:c.  which  were  net  published  in  the  weekly 
Numbers. 

9.  A  translation  from  a  ".vork  entitled  "  Etai  Corn- 
"  rr:er,-ial  Je  la  France"  containing  comments  on  Mr. 
Dundas'  Speech  relative  to  the  ettects  which  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  will  have  on  our  rights  in  India. 

10.  Extracts  from  Charmilly's  Letter  to  B.  Ed- 
wards on  the  effect  of  the  restoration  of  St.  Domingo 
to  France,  and  on  the  general  consequences  of  a  re- 
gicide peace. 

11.  Memoir  respecting  Malta. 

1-2.  Letter  respecting  the  Grand  Mastership  of 
Malta. 

13.  Count  Dietrichstein's  observations  in  reply  to 
the  charges  brought  against  him  by  the  English  news- 
paper, called  The  Times,  relative  to  his  conduct  iq 
Italy,  and  to  the  views  of  the  Imperial  Court  at  that 
time. 

14.  Papers  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fox. 

lo.  Miscellaneous  Articles,  containiug,  amongst 
other  things,  all  the  advert.sements,  resolutions, 
songs,  &c.  &c.  relative  to  the  Statues  and  Birth  Days 
of  Messrs.  Pitt,  Dundas,  and  Addington. 

15.  Complete  Lists  Of  Patents,  with  a  specificatiorx 
thereof,  enrolled  in  the  year  1  80-2. 

17.  Juridical  Proceedings. — Under  this  head  is  con- 
tained an  account  of  all  such  cases,  which,  during 
the  last  six  months,  have  come  before  the  several 
courts  of  justice,  and  as  appear  to  me  to  contain  any 
thing  novel,  or  peculiarly  important,  whether  from 
their  nature,  their  consequences.  Or  from  the  rank, 
iSc.  of  the  parties. 

18.  A  List  of  the  Titles  of  all  the  New  Books, 
which  have  been  published,  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
or  in  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  in  America, 
during  the  last  si.x;  months. — When  I  speak  of  the 
"  last  six  months,"  1  am  to  be  understood  as  mean- 
ing,  the  six  months  ending  Dec.  3 1st  for  this  king- 
dom, Nov.  30th  for  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and 
Sept.  30th  for  America.  In  my  next  list  1  shall  gq 
back  to  these  several  epochs. —  The  books  are  cividcd 
into  thirty-twQ  classes,  and  are  upwards  oi  fifteen 
htvulred  in  number,  The  titles  are  all  translated 
into  English,  but  care  has  been  taken  to  mention  the 
langu;!ge  in  whicli  the  work  is  published,  and  tliG 
place  where  published.     Tiiis  is,  I  am  led  to  hope^ 
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the  completest  thing  of  the  kind  that  ever  has  been 
attempted.  It  has  cost  no  small  puins,  and  I  trust 
it  will  be  found  to  be  of  great  and  extensive  utility. 

19.  The  German  Empire  divided  into  Departments 
under  the  Prefecture  of  the  Elector  of  *  *  *  ;  to 
which  is  prefixed,  a  Preface  of  tlie  Translator,  and 
also  an  Introduction,  consisting  of  a  Memoir  on  the 
Political  and  Military  State  of  Europe,  by  the  same 
author. — Translated  from  the  French  by  Mr.  Cob- 

BETT. 

20.  Lists  of  Promotions,  Preferments,  Dispensa- 
tions, &c. 

'11.  View  of  the  Prices  of  Bread,  of  the  Value  of 
the  Funds,  of  the  Bills  of  !Klortality,  &ic.  ire.  &c. 
during  the  six  months. 

22.  ItiJexis. — ist  of  Matters;  2d  of  Kima  ;  3d  of 
Places. 

0 

I  have  here  merely  enumerated  the  prin- 
cipal heaih  in  the  Supplement,  without  at- 
tempting to  speciry  the  parlicular  articles 
under  each  head,  which  will  be  done  in 
the  Table  of  Contents  to  the  whole  volume. 

To  class  the  several  articles,  in  a  Table 
of  Contents,  according  to  their  diiferent 
subjects,  would,  I  conceive,  render  the  table 
so  complicaled  as  to  be  almost,  if  not  quite 
useless;  and,  indeed,  after  having  long 
considered  of  the  matter,  I  am  well  con- 
vinced, that  the  only  rational  classification 
that  can  be  adopted  is  that  which  I  have 
lately  ibllovved  in  each  of  the  weekly  num- 
bers, the  heads  of  which,  without  any  re- 
ference to  iha  subjects,  which  are  of  almost 
infinite  variety,  distinguish  nothing  but  the 
JOT /J- of  Documents,  or  Papers,  which  sorts 
are  very  few  in  number.  I  have,  therefore, 
adhered  to  this  division.— I.  Public  Papers; 
that  is  to  say,  Treaties,  Conventions,  Ma- 
nifestoes, Armistices,  Declarations,  and,  in 
short,  all  papers,  of  whatever  name  or  pur- 
port, made  or  issued  by  any  Government 
or  Governments,  and  which  treat  of  mat- 
ters, in  which  more  than  one  nation  has  a 
direct  and  evident  part  or  concern. — II. 
Foreign  Ojficial  P after s,  such  as  Decrees,  Pro- 
clamations, Dispatches,  Orders,  Petitions, 
Memorials,  &:c.  &c.  are  and  ought  to  be 
preserved.  Many  of  them,  indeed,  it  would 
bje  useless  to  insert  in  a  work  like  this  :  but 
others  are  very  necessary  to  enable  the  po- 
litician to  form  an  opinion,  not  only  as  to 
the  interior  situation,  but  also  as  to  the  ok- 
terior  views  ot  other  countries ;  and,  for  the 
same  purpose,  he  should  have  correct  in- 
formation respecting  the  pecuniary,  the 
military,  and  other  resources  of  the  princi- 
pal nations,  particularly  such  as  are,  by 
their  situation,  power,  and  disposition,  in 
any  degree  formidable  to  ourselves. — III, 
Pailiamentary  Papers  and  Debates^  of  which 
nothing  need  be  said,  bat  that  they  form  a 
complete  Parliamentary  Register,  elucidat- 
ed occasionally  by  the  Editor's  notes. — IV. 
D^ne^tic  OJiiial  Pajiers^  are  of  the  same  de- 
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scription  as  that  which  has  been  given  of 
Foreign  Othcial  Papers. — V.  India  Pajiers. 
This  class  is  rather  a  deviation  from  my 
plan;  the  documents  being  of  the  same  sort 
as,  and  comiiig  fairly  under  the  head  of, 
Domestic  Otlichil  Papers;  but  India  is  so 
considerable  a  branch,  it  is  so  distinct  from 
the  rest  of  the  Enipirs,  and  the  papers  re- 
lative to  it  are  so  numerous,  that  it  seemed 
convenient  to  give  them  a  separate  head. — • 
VI.  Essays.  Under  this  head  I  have  placed 
all  the  Letters,  Addresses,  Dissertations, 
and  Extracts;  and  also  all  articles  of  what- 
ever de  cription  originating  with  the  Editor 
and  his  Correspondents,  amongst  which  are 
included,  of  course,  the  Summaries  of  Po- 
litics, the  principal  topics  of  each  of  which 
are  merely  pointed  out. — VII.  Notices  of 
Ne-ju  Bjcks.—\in.  Poft>y.—lX.  Juridical F,v- 
cccditic^s. — X.  Liits  of  various  kinds. — Mere 
Intelligence,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
can  never  be  very  important  Avithout  ap- 
pearing, first  or  last,  in  an  olhcial  document 
or  paper  of  some  sort  or  other  ;  and,  be- 
sides, the  intelligence,  as  well  as  the  table 
of  Prices,  the  Gazette  articles,  &:c.  recur 
too  often  and  too  regularly,  and  are  too 
clearly  pointed  out  by  the  Indexes  to  need 
being  mentioned  in  the  Table  of  Contents. 

To  specify  the  separate  articles,  con- 
tained under  the  several  divisions  above- 
mentioned,  would  occupy  the  pages  of  a 
large  pamphlet;  but,  it  may  not  be  entirely 
useless  to  state  the  number  of  articles,  in 
the  two  volumes,  under  each  division  or 
head,  respectively. — Of  Public  Papers  there 
are  116;  of  Foreign  Official  Papers,  163  ; 
of  Parliamentary  Papers,  68;  of  Debates, 
57;  of  Domestic  Official  Papers,  36;  ofln- 
dia  Papers,  62  ;  of  Essays,  218;  of  Critical 
Notices  of  New^  Books,  39;  of  Pieces  of 
Poetry,  1 1; ;  of  Juridical  Cases  and  Trials, 
42;  of  Lists,  22:  and,  amongst  these  are 
the  two  lists  of  Books,  containing  the  titles? 
and  descriptions  of  all  the  works,  more  than 
three  thousand  m  number,  published  in  Europe 
and  America,  during  the  year  1802. 

Such  a  mass  of  matter,  and  of  matter  so 
various,  certainly  requires  every  facility 
that  mere  editorship  can  afford.  To  effect 
this  object  a  Table  of  Contents  is  now  pre- 
fixed; and  there  are  three  Indexes  at 
the  end,  one  of  Matters,  one  of  Names  of 
Persons,  and  another  of  Names  o^ Places;  so 
that,  notwithstanding  the  immense  bulk  of 
the  work,  and  the  almost  endless  variety  of 
its  contents,  I  am  persuaded  that  very  little 
difficulty,  in  point  of  reference,  will  ever 
occur. 

Of  the  mannor  and  quality  of  the  work, 
I  must  now  leave  the  reader  to  judge,  but 
respecting  i\\Q.  qnantity  I  beg  to  be  permitted 
K  '2 
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to  say  a  few  words  more. — A  guinea  and  a 
half  tor  one  octavo  'volume  has   a   high   sound  ; 
but  if  the  purchaser  will  take  the  trouble  to 
make  the  comparison,  he  will  find,  that  this 
oile    octavo  volume,    which   is    sold   tor  a 
guinea  and'  a  half,   well  and  neatly  bound 
with  a  Russia  back,  -rontains  as  much  print 
as  te7i  common  octavo  volumes^  which  ten  volumes 
are  sold,  in  boards,  for  seven  or  eight  shillings 
each',  and,  of  course,   the  Register  is,   as   I 
stated  with  respect  to  the  first  volume,  pro- 
portionally,   much  cheaper  than  any    other 
book   published  in  London.     Li  the  adver- 
tisement of  that  volume,   it  was  stated  that 
it  contained  as  much  as  /i//r  common  octavo 
X'olumes;    but  it    was  meant  to   say  eight. 
The    present   \'olume  is  much  thicker,   as 
well  as  fuller  of  print;  and,  indeed,  I  scru- 
ple not  to  saj,    that  it  contains  as  much  let- 
ter press  as  the  twelve  volumes  of  Johnson's 
■works.     This   is  a  fact  of  which  any  one 
may  satisfy  himself  with  very  little  trouble. 
• — Then,  in  comparing  its  price  with  that  of 
other  Annual  Registers,  it  will  be  found  to 
be  just  abo''it   twice  as   much   in   amount: 
but,  on  the  other  hand,   the  cor;tents  of  the 
ordinary  Annual  Registers  will  be  found  to 
form    only    one  dt-parlment    of    my   work, 
vvliich  does,  in  lact,  embrace,    i.   An  u-ual 
Annual  Register ;  2.  A  Parliamentary  Re- 
gister;  3.  Collection  of  Slate  Papers,  each 
of  which  has  heretofore  formed  a  separate 
work,  and  the  price  of  these  three   works, 
together    with    that     o{    detailed    original 
tracts,  and  translations,  would,  for  ihe  year, 
amount  to  a  sura  not  much   sliorL  of  eight 
guineas,    while   my    two  voknnes   sell   lor 
three.  Vs'hi.  Cos  sett. 

London,  18  Ftb.  180^. 

^  The  work  is  sold  by  E.  H..rding,  Pall  Mall  ; 
Richard  Bagshaw,  Bo-,v  Street,  Covent  Garderi  ; 
Richardson,  under  the  Royal  Exchange;  J.  Mer- 
ciER,  Dublin;  and  by  all  the  Booksfllers  and  News- 
men in  the  Kingdom. — The  volume^  may  be  had 
srparateiy. — Those  gentlemen,  who  have  taken  the 
Weekly  Numbers,  and  who  wish  to  be  supplied  with 
the  Supplement  only,  will  please  to  address  them- 
selves to  the  persons  who  ha\e  supplied  them  with 
the  numbers- — The  price  of  the  retail  Supplement  is 
83.  gd.— Particular  care  should  be  taken  to  direct  the 
binder  to  bind  the  volume  with  a  hollnv  back,  by 
■which  means  it  will  always  open  easy,  and  lie  flat 
■when  open. 


■WEST-INDIA 


COMMISSION 
BILL. 


AND      N  A  "V  Y  - 


Sir, — Your  corrtspondent,  Tropicus 
(page  20'2)  has  taken  notice  of  the  two  late 
iJiiis  of  Inquiry,  ihe  Vv'tit-India  and  the 
Navy,  tor  ihe  jnirpLse  of  contrasting  the 
manner  in  whicii  iliey  were  passtd,  v.  ithuut 
^nieiing  into  the  aiciiis  of  either.     1  know 


nothing  of  the  latter  j  but  on  referring  to 
my  signature,  it  will  not  appear  surprising 
if  the  other  has  attracted  my  attention  3  and 
if  you  will  excuse  the  manner  for  the  sake 
of  the  matter,  and  accept  a  few  words,  ors 
that  subject,  from  a  plain  man  of  business, 
who  has  no  pretensions  to  fine  writing,  they 
are  at  your  service.— The  history  of  the 
first  is  shortly  this  :  When  the  expenses  of 
the  war,  particularly  in  the  "West-Indies,  be- 
gan considerably  to  exceed  the  estimates 
made  by  the  treasury,  it  became  a  favourite 
idea  in  that  quarter,  that  matters  in  the 
islands  were  not  properly  conducted,  A 
correspondence  has  been  published  between 
a  gentleman  in  office,  and  another  who  had 
been  employed  there  in  a  public  situation,  in 
which  it  was  sung  out  by  the  one,  and  re- 
echoed by  the  other,  that  all  who  had  been 
concerned  in  that  part  of  the  world,  with 
money  transactions  of  the  army,  were  no 
better  than  thieves  and  pickpockets,  and  the 
whole  body  of  West  India  merchants,  viz. 
merchants  in  the  West  Indies,  were  stigma- 
tised as  a  set  of  hucksters  that  would  set  iheir 
names  to  any  thing.  An  enquiry  was  by 
both  agrted  upon  to  be  necessary;  tfiougb 
it  was  acknowledged  by  the  one,  and  not 
contradicted  by  the  other,  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  evidence  that  any  one 
should  be  made  to  accuse  himself.  Never- 
theless, a  bill  was  introduced  into  Parliament 
in  which  ihis  principle  was  not  attended  to  3 
but  that  and  many  other  powers  were  grant- 
ed, and  it  was  thought  proper  that  the  per- 
son who  had  been  the  principal  accuser 
should  be  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
parties  concerned  ;  or,  lest  this  term  should 
be  cavilled  at,  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
make  the  inquiry.  This  bill  passed,  as  you 
have  been  already  informed^  without  any  op- 
position. 

Nov/,  Sir,  you  are  very  much  mistaken 
if  you  suppose,  from  any  thing  I  have 
said,  that  1  am  an  enemy  to  this  bill,  or  ra- 
ther to  this  inquiry.  On  the  contrary,  if 
government  has  been  defrauded,  it  is  highly 
proper  it  should  be  known  by  whom,  and 
in  what  manner.  All  I  object  to  is  any 
thing  that  savors  of  partiality  or  oppression. 
What  J3  good  for  the  goose,  is  good  for  the 
gander.  What  is  wrong  in  one  case  cannot 
possibly  be  right  in  the  other:  and  the  ori- 
ginal Navy  Bill  having  undergone  so  many 
an^endments,  the  West  India  Bill  should  be 
new  modelled  to  resemble  it,  or  the  objec- 
tions to  the  first  Navy  Bill  ought  to  be 
waved,  and  it  made  the  same  as  the  West 
India  Bdl.  But  this  is  not  all.  Are  these 
the  only  two  branches  of  the  public  service 
in  which  it  is  possible  to  suppose  any  thing 
has  gone  wrong  }  If  not,  why  are  they  the 
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only  two  pointed  at  ?  You  yourself  have 
told  U5  a  thing  or  two  of  the  Post  Office: 
but  whether  it  is  this  P.  O.  or  any  other 
P.  .0.  the  A.  O.  the  N.  O,  or  any  other  letter 
of  the  alphabet  that  goes  before  O  as  initials, 
if  enquiry  is  right  in  one  'tis  right  in  all. 
Why  should  all  men.  down  to  every  sub- 
commissary  in  the  "West  Indies  and  every 
Tinderling  in  the  dock  yards,  be  hauled  over 
the  coals,  and  all  big  and  little  every  where 
else  remain  unquestioned  ?  No  Sir,  they 
should  all,  whether  they  live  in  Yards  or 
Palaces,  in  Squares  or  Alleys,  be  put  on  the 
same  footing.  Mr.  Wilberforce,  it  (is  natu- 
ral his  name  should  occur  to  me  first,  who 
know  the  mighty  good  he  and  his  motions 
have  done  to  the  cause  of  humanity  in  St. 
Domingo  and  elsewhere :)  he,  I  say,  and 
others  who  think  with  him,  will  tell  us,  and 
no  doubt  they  wilt  tell  us  true,  that  no  ho- 
nest man  will  shrink  from  this  ordeal,  and 
that  only  those  will  oppose  it  who  are  con- 
scious to  themselves  of  guilt.  Let  every 
man,  in  every  department  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, be  put  upon  his  oath  to  declare  whether, 
directly  or  indirectly,  he  has  derived  any  ad- 
vantage, to  the  injury  of  government,  from 
his  situation  in  oiiice.  If  this  is  done,  no 
one  will  have  a  right  to  complain:  if  ,it  is 
not  done,  let  certain  folks  give  themselves 
.what  airs  of  patriotism  or  public  spirit  they 
please,  they  will  never  convince  the  dispas- 
sionate and  discernitig,  that  these  enquiries 
have  originated  in  any  thing  else  than  pri- 
vate pique  and  unprincipled  ambition.  I  am 
Sir.,  yout's,  &c.    a  west  india  merchant. 


DESPARD    AND    Mir,    ASSOCIATES. 

The  following  article  is  taken  from  the 
Morning  Post.  We  insert  it  herewith 
great  pleasure,  as  expressing  our  sentiments, 
in  a  manner  more  happy  than  we,  perhaps, 
should  have  done;  and  as  coniing  from  a 
source  somewhat  more  authentic  than  we 
can  pretend  to  have  access  to,  with  respect 
to  CoioNEL  Desi^aed's  long  habits  oi 
treasonable  thinking  and  conversation. 


"  W"hen  Thomas  Mair  was  on  ship- 
board in  the  Thames,  on  his  way  to  Bo- 
tany Bay,  he  listened  to  the  suggestion  of 
presenting  a  petition  to  Government,  by 
which  his  sentence  might  have  been  remit- 
ted, and  he  might  have  escaped  all  those 
misfortunes  which  ended  in  his  death.  Bat 
fl  deputation  from  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  waited  on  him,  represented  the 
disgrace  of  such  a  step,  the  glory  his  suf- 
ferings would  shed  around  his  name  and 
tlieir  cause,  and  how  much  his  martyrdom 


would  increase  their  strength  and  numbers. 
He  listened  to  them.     His  fite  is  known. 

"  The  same  use  is  now  made  of  the  fate 
of  Colonel  Despnrd  and  his  associates.  The 
few  who  wish  well  to  the  designs  he  enter- 
tained endeavour  to  excite  compassion  for 
his  misfortunes,  and  by  working  on  the 
feelings  of  a  humane  people  to  make  con- 
verts to  tb.eir  cause.  They  hope  that  the 
blood  of  Despard  will  raise  thousands  in 
their  favour,  and  that  his  death  will  revive 
and  reanimate  their  partizans.  Hence  the 
artifices  to  produce  pity  for  Despard,  and 
indignation  at  the  Government,  Among 
the  well-informed  classes  of  society,  detes- 
tation of  the  man  is  disarmed  by  assurances 
that  he  must  have  been  insane  v/heii  he 
talked  of  such  wild  designs;  among  the 
poor  ignorant  classes  it  is  said  he  suffered 
because  he  was  "  a  friend  to  the  poor."— 
li  you  abhor  treason,  you  are  told  Despard 
was  a  madman :  if  you  are  discontented 
with  public  affairs,  you  are  told  he  was  a 
hero.  It  is  also  said  he  was  irritated  by  the 
refusal  of  Government  to  pay  his  claims. 
This,  we  believe,  is  much  nearer  the  truth 
than  that  he  died  for  the  poor;  but  this 
apology  strips  him  of  all  the  glory  of  mar- 
tyrdom, and  brings  him  nearly  to  the  level 
of  a  highwayman.  His  partisans  assums 
any  shape  to  avert  public  resentment,  and 
turn  his  fate  to  their  purpose,  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  good  subject  to  see  that  Des- 
pard's  punishment  becomes  a  salutary  ex- 
ample. Has  the  Government,  or  l.as  Des- 
pard acted  justly  ?  Shall  the  Governmeut, 
or  shall  l^espard's  partizans  derive  advan- 
tage from  his  death  ?  Shall  Despard's  head- 
less corpse  walk  into  every  tap-room,  to 
make  proselytes  with  an  hundred  fold  the 
success  he  experienced  in  his  life  ;  or  shall 
the  aim  of  the  law  appear  with  all  its  just 
terrors  to  prevent  the  spread  of  treason,  and 
the  recurrence  of  such  scenes  as  that  of 
Monday  ?  Those  of  the  middling  and  upper 
ranks  may  smile  at  alarm  ;  but  let  them 
explore  the  lower  classes,  and  they  will  see 
it  is  not  altogether  without  foundation. 
The  word  of  the  dying  has  great  weight 
with  the  ignorant,  who  cannot  believe  that 
in  death  a  man  would  tell  a  falsehood. 
When  O'Coigley  was  executed  at  Maid- 
stone, he  accused  every  person  concerned  ia 
his  prosecution,  magistrates  and  all,  of  per- 
jury !  When  Despard  was  executed  at 
Southwark,  he  declared  he  was  innocent, 
and  that 'he  died  because  he  was  a  friend  to 
the  poor  and  the  oppressed!  The  poor,  who 
feel  effects  without  being  able  to  judge  of 
causes,  may  believe  him  a  martyr.  That  a 
large  mob,  collected  from  among  «o  many 
scores  of  thousands  of  the  poor,  as  exist  in 
K  3 
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this  cit}',  should  be  misled,  when  their  pas- 
sions and  their  ignorance  are  worked  upon 
by  the  artful  and  profligate,  is  not  surpriz- 
ing. The  spectators  of  Despard's  death 
pitied  him  ;  and,  from  the  crowd  and  com- 
passion that  prevailed,  if  he  had  been  exe- 
cuted at  Kennington  Common,  drawn  more 
than  a  mile  through  the  populace,  some 
confusion  would,  probably,  have  occuned. 

"  However  easily  the  lower  classes  may 
be  misled,  no  doubt  can  remain  of  Colonel 
Despard's  guilt  among  those  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  him. — He  made  no  secret 
of  his  designs,  and  we  will  venture  to 

AFFIRM,  THAT  NO  ONE  O  F  H  •  S  F  AM  ;  LI  A  R 
ACaUAINTANCE  AVAS   I  G  X  0  R  A  N  T  O  F  T  H  EM. 

To  his  openness  the  government  is  indebted 
for  the  discovery,  we  conjecture,  more  than 
to  the  evidence  of  accomplices,  such  as 
Windsor  and  Emblyn.  Despard  has  talked 
for  years  of  such  plots  as  that  of  zvlich  he  has 
just  been  ccnvicted.  He  was  impressed  with 
the  opinion  that  a  revolution  v/as  not  to  be 
effected  by  extensive  associations,  throt^gh 
which  the  desi^^n  would  transpire  and  be 
frustrated,  but  by  a  small  party  of  desperate 
inen,  who,  having  struck  one  great  blow, 
such  as  the  assassination  of  the  King,  and 
filed  the  city  with  consternation,  would 
f  nd  thousands  to  support  them.  However 
probable  it  may  be  that  sucli  a  scheme  would 
fail,  yet  certainly  it  held  out  better  prospects 
of  success  than  one  founded  on  numerous 
and  extensive  associations,  among  a  people 
not  disposed  to  countenance  a  treasonable 
conspirac)', 

"  Much  praise  is  bestowed  on  Colonel 
Despard  for  bearing  up  in  his  situation  with 
so  much  fortitude,  and  for  dying  with  so 
much  firmness  and  equanimity.  This  vir- 
tue, if  virtue  it  can  be  called,  is  common  to 
nine  in  ten  of  the  felons  executed  at  New- 
gate. Cowardice  is  much  more  rare  among 
men  than  courage.  If  a  man  dies  without 
remorse  for  an  atrocious  crime,  shall  we  ad- 
mire his  courage  ?  Are  not  repentance  and 
contrition  the  virtues  which  we  should  ad- 
mire in  him  in  such  a  situation  ?  Was  Des- 
pard's crime  an  atrocious  one?  Did  he  be- 
tray repentance  or  contrition  ?  Should  not 
his  conduct  excite  horror  rather  than  com- 
miseration? Macnamara  was  the  only  inte- 
resting person  on  the  scaffold.  He  prayed 
so  fervently,  and  seemed  so  desirous  of 
making  his  peace  with  Heaven,  that  he  drew 
tears  from  those  who  best  knew  where  to 
place  their  pity. 

"  We  again  warn  the  public  to  be  upon 
their  guard.  Attempts  are  making  to  raise, 
cut  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Despard,  strength 
to  the  cause  for  which  he  died.  It  is  by 
compasaiou  for  his  fate  that  treason  is  tc  be 
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propagated.  The  cant  of  humanity  should 
be  stripped  of  its  disguise.  Let  these  ten- 
der hearts  pity  the  fate  of  Bellamy,  executed 
at  Dublin  for  forging  to  support  his  wife  and 
children. — If  their  feelings  be  so  very  sus- 
ceptible, they  may  find  many  objects  more 
deserving  of  their  tears  than  Colonel  Des- 
pard. 

THE    traitor's    epitaph. 

May  t'ni«  dreary  abode  be  for  ever  unknown, 

For  ever,  by  V.rtuc,  by  Pity,  untrod  ; 
Unbreath'd   be  his     name,    and    uiiiionour'd    his 

stone  : 
The  foe  of  his  country,  his  Monarch,  his  God. 


EFIGR  AM 
Cn  hearlrg  f  Dhapprobat'ioii   exprciioi  at  the  late  Exe  ' 
ciit'ionsfr  High  Treason. 
Ye  who,  of  Treason's  arts,  abroaJy 

We  own  distinguish'd  hateis, 
Now  mouin  (lest  Freedom  should  be  awed) 

The  lot  of  ^cwt-irt-</ traitors : 
Why  seem  your  wishes,  to  restrain 

The  Assassin  htre,  less  htaity?  — 
Grant  halt  the  means,  and  Gtoigc  v.'ill  rciga 
As  safe  as  Buonapart^. 

NOTICES    OF    NEW    BOOKS,    from    p.    48. 

2,  j4  Fevj  D^vs  in  Paris  ;  tvilh  Remarks  cha- 
racteristic of  several  distingtiisJied  Personages, 
Svo.  p,  p.  60. 

The  author  of  this  little  pamphlet  informs 
us,  in  thp  prelace,  thai  what  he  presents  to 
the  public  is  the  substance  ofseveralletters, 
written  to  various  individuals  in  England, 
during  his  residence  in  France.  The  work 
before  us  presents  us  with  a  disgusting  pic- 
ture of  the  state  of  manners  in  modern 
Paris.  It  contains  seme  curious  anecdotes 
of  the  court  of  the  Thuilleries,  and  of  our 
English  patriots  vvlio  were  cringing  last 
suninier  at  the  levees  of  Buonaparte.  As 
a  specimen  of  the  performance,  we  shall 
present  our  readers  with  a  few  short  ex- 
tracts, and  conclude  with  recommending 
the  whole  to  their  })erusal. 

COURT    OF     THE     THUILLERIES. 

"  It  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  court 
of  the  Tluiilleries  bears  any  resemblance  to 
those  of  ancient  times  and  long  establi  .bed 
governments:  in  them  the  monarch  is  ac- 
knowledged (in  our's  beloved)  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  In  the  principal  courts 
of  Europe,  the  sovereign  and  his  house 
indulge,  more  or  less,  in  fr'endly  inter- 
course with  m.any  families  around  them. 
This  cannot  have  place  either  at  Malmaison 
or  St.  Cloud,  or  at  the  Thuilleries.  It 
would  be  tedious,  and  might  appear  per- 
sonally invidious  to  go  into  the  causes  of 
ttiis ;  they  must  be  striking  to  every  man  of 
sense.     Indeed,  were  ii  not  for  the  English 
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who  resort  to  Paris,  the  ThulUeries  would 
have  little  of  the  character  of  a  court ;  fiot 
me  family  of  estimation  in  France  gracing 
it  with  their  presence.  The  monthly  as- 
semblage, then,  at  the  Thuilleries,  may  be 
considered  as  a  mihtary  levee,  at  which  the 
constituted  orders  of  the  state  appear  in  all 
tiieir  finery,  and  the  Second  and  Third 
Consuls,  in  particular,  indignant  specta- 
tors."— p.  12. 

FOX  AT  Buonaparte's  levees. 
"  But  it  was  truly  painful  to  see  Mr.  Fox 
regular  in  his  attendance  at  the  new  court 
of  the  Thuilleries,  and  to  reflect  how  almost 
ientirely  he  had  estranged  himself  from  the 
High  Court  of  Parliament  of  his  own  coun- 
try. It  may  be  asked,  what  there  was  in 
his  first  interview  with  the  Chief  Consul, 
that  could  induce  Mr.  Fox  to  present  him- 
self so  constantly  before  him)  On  the  part 
of  the  consular  Chief,  the  conversation  was 
coarse  and  violent.  It  is  a  fact,  that  the 
First  Consul  proceeded  to  charge  Mr. 
Windham,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
with  being  the  instigator  of  the  attempt 
upon  his  life,  in  the  construction  of  the  in- 
fernal machine.  Mr.  Fos  repelled  the  foul 
aspersion  ;  but  such  was  the  rancorous  ha- 
tred of  the  First  Consul  for  these  honoura- 
ble men,  that  he  repeated  his  most  settled 
conviction,  that  they  were  the  great  mOvers 
in  (he  conspiracy  against  his  life.  The 
conversation  then  turned  on  politics.  Buo- 
raparte  said,  the  Emperor  was  raising  great 
difficukies  oh  the  settlement  of  the  German 
indemnities ;  that  he  had  forgot  that  he  had 
been  in  possession  of  his  dominions  two  or 
three  times;  and  that  if  the  treaty  of  Lune- 
Ville  could  be  reconciled^  he,  General  Buo- 
riapart($,  would  order  it  much  otherwise. 
1  forbear  to  state  Mr.  Fox's  answer,  as  I 
am  not  quite  sure  of  the  flict*.  But  of 
this  I  am  too  certain,  that  the  British  sena- 
tor v/as  at  the  Thuilleries  a  few  days  after 
the  atrocious  proclamation  against  the  Swiss. 
That  any  Englishman  should,  by  his  pre- 
sence at  that  court  and  capital,  give  the 
least  support,  and,  in  some  degree,  sanc- 
tion, to  that  cruel  government,  is  a  painful 
thought;  but  that. Mr.  Fox  should  continue 
to  go  there —  I  !  Having  gone  through 
this  monthly  ceremony  of  parade  and  hy- 
pocrisy, let  me  ask  what  there  is  to  detain 
an  English  gentleman  one  moment  longer 
in  Paris." — p.  i6, 

SIR   JOSEPH    BANItS   AND    THE   NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE. 

"  Having  mentioned  the  National    In- 
stitute, it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  know, 

*  This  conversation   passed   in  the  hcarni^  of 
several  gentlemen,  strangtrs  to  IVIr.  Fox. 
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that  this  society  is  an  engine  of  great  yia/:- 
//V(7/ power  in  France,  to  support  the  pre- 
sent government,  and  more  especially  that 
of  Buonaparte.  He  is  at  the  head  of  it, 
and  the  members  probably  named,  if  riot 
maintained,  by  him,  As  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
has  styled  them  "  the  first  literary  society 
"  in  the  world*,"  m  doubt  they  aie  so;  but 
be  this  as  it  may,  with  these  characters 
united,  it  is  not  unimportant  what  they  do. 
But  was  it  well  in  Sir  Joseph,  to  oversha- 
dow his  native  British  oak  by  the  aspiring 
vine.  With  what  indign.ant  concern  would 
his  friends,  the  late  Mr.  Burke  and  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  have  read  this  unhallowed 
production  !  Mr.  Burke,  in  one  of  his 
sublimely  prophetic  effusions,  has  remarked, 
"  that  there  is  that  in  the  French  P.e\'ola- 
"  tion,  which  those  who  admire,  would  in- 
"  staiitly  imitate  :  those  who  do  not  hate 
"  it,  love  it." 

Buonaparte's  dress. 
The  following  is   an   Accurate  Estimate  of  the 

First  Consul's  Gala  dress. 

A  velvet  embroidered  suit,  full  dtess 

uniforrn  of  a  French  Gcncrp.l,       -     ^11$     O     O 

Half-hoots,  with  gold  embroidery,  -  600 

A  military  hat,  best  beaver,       -       -  i   lo     o 

Biamond  button  for  the  hat  (iveigiit 

227  carats)  -  .  .  232,000     O     o 

A   Sabre,    with   a    be2t     Damascus 

blade.         _...  -  looo 

Hilt  of  S?.bre  of  solid  gold,  2703.     -        loS     o     o 

Diamond  in  tlie  niou.h  of  Croco- 
dile, called  "  the  Regent,"        -      126,000     o     o 

Diarriond  eyes  of  Crocodile,  -     -     1,500     o     o 

Epaulets  of  best  brilliants,  -  30,000     o     o 


Total  value,       £397u^i     o 
Analysis  of  the  above  — 
Clothes  and  ni</r/article5,  including 

embroidery, gold-hiked  sabre, &c.         2^1   lo 


Orndiiienial  part,     jC397»49°     ^     ° 


FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Genoa,  J. in.  29,— The  three  French  ships  com- 
manded bv  Rear-Admiral  Jiidou  having  on  board 
2018  men  of  the  Polish  demi-brigade,  bCt  sail  from 
hence  yesterday  afternoon  wuh  a  favourable 
Wind  ;  they  were  joined  by  another  vessel  f/oni 
Legiiorn  V'hich  appeared  in  sight  of  our  Port  lasc 
Sunday. — There  remains  here  only  400  Poles  who 
will,  as  it  is  understood,  be  embarked  on  board 
the  Frigate  and  the  Corvette  wiiicli  arrived  this 
day. 

Rath!'0'!,  Fell.  4. — T!ie  Deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire held  yesterday  its  40th  silting.  The  Diiec- 
torial  Ministers  collected  the  votes  on  the  noie  of 
the  Ministers  of  the  Mediating  Powers  Cf)nceruing 
t!ie  order  of  the  votes  at  the  Diet.  Behemia  re- 
ferred to  the  votes  which  it  gave  on  the  same  _ 
subject  in  the  38th  sitting.  Saxony  proposed  to 
transmit    to   the  Diet,   and   the  Imperial  Plenipo- 

*  See  his  letter  on  being  admitted  a  Member 
of  the  National  Institute  of  France.  Kc^.  Vol.  I. 
p.  327. 
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tenttary,  tlie  Dote,  as  a  Supplement  to  that  of  the 
iXth  of  last  monih,  Brandenburg  recognized  ia 
the  note  a  ne'v  proof  of  the  solicitude  of  the  Me- 
diating Po'veis,  of  which  the  object  is  to  prevent 
all  suspension  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Diet, 
find  all  dispute  with  respect  to  rank.  It  propos- 
rd  to  the  DrputJition  to  transmit  the  note  to  the 
riiet,  as  a  S'ipplcment  to  the  Conclusuni  of  the 
2^d  of  Nov.;  the  other  Sub-delegates  having 
agreed  to  this  proposition,  it  was  converted  into 
a  Conclusum.— The  Sub-delegate  ot  Bavaria  then 
gave  tlie  explanation  which  he  had  reserved  in 
the  sitting  ot  the  T9th  of  Jan.  on  the  Convention 
signed  at  Paris  on  the  26th  of  Dec.  He  made,  in 
the  name  of  his  Court,  a  Declaratioti,  by  which 
he  demand-d  for  the  cession  of  the  Bishopric  of 
Eichstett,  an  equitable  compensation,  and  prayed 
the  Deputation  to  transmit  his  demand  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  Mediating  Powers.  Bohemia 
said  he  would  make  a  report  upon  the  subject 
to  his  court.  Brandenburg  approved  of  it,  Sax- 
ony, the  Grand  Master  of  tlie  Teutonic  Order, 
Wurtemburg,  and  Hesse  Cassel,  reserved  them- 
selves till  the  opening  ot  the  Protocol. 

Berne,  Feb.  5. — »\Ve  do  not  yet  know  the  con- 
tents of  the  Act  of  Mediation  which  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  Helvetic  Congress  at  Paris. 
We  know  only,  that  this  Act  consi.ts  of  20  Arti- 
cles, 19  of  which  regard  the  Cantons,  and  one  the 
Central  Government.  Each  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee has  received  a  printed  ropy  at  a  meeting 
held  with  the  French  Commiisioners. — They 
have  made  their  remarks  upon  each  Article, 
■which  the  Commissioners  have  engaged  to  trans- 
nit  to  the  First  Consul  — We  regard  this  Act  of 
Mediation  as  the  basis  of  the  new  Helvetic  Con- 
scitutioti,  and  it  is  thought  that  it  coinprizes  all 
the  Cantonal  Organizations,  and  the  Central  Or- 
ganizations.— Of  the  60  Deputies  from  dilTcrent 
Cantons  who  went  to  Paris  to  assist  in  the  plans 
•of  the  First  CoiiM:!  of  France  ;  45  demand,  that 
the  Government  lately  established  should  be 
made  permanent;  15  wish  that  the  old  Govern- 
ment should  be  rcsto.red  nearly  in  its  primitive 
force. — In  the  first  .•;;,  are  3  Deputies  from  the 
Helvetic  Senate,  ag  from  Diets  of  the  Cantons,  7 
from  different  \\i'  A  Cantons,  from  Aran,  a  Privi- 
leged City,  5  v.'ho  wese  in  the  Deputation  be- 
cause they  were  before  in  official  authority.  The 
other  party  consists  of  s  Deputies  from  Aristocra- 
tic Cantons  ;   and  7  from  Privileged  Cities. 

P.irii,  Feb.  iO. — The  Court  c-.f  Vienna  has  for- 
mally recognised  the  King  of  l^truria.  The  Spa- 
nish .A.mbassador  in  that  Capital  has  transmitted 
t»  the  Count  de  Cobentzel,  Minister  for  Foreign 
AfTairs,  Letters  of  Noiihcation  announcing  the 
accession  of  the  King  to  the  Throne  of  Tuscany. 
These  Lettetb  h.sd  been  presented  several  times  to 
the  Minister,  who  had  hitherto  refused  to  receive 
them. — The  Helvetic  Government  has  addressed 
to  the  National  Prefects  of  the  Cantons  of  Basle, 
Soleure,  Btrne,  Ftibourg,  snd  Lcman,  a  circular 
letter,  enjoiniHg  them  to  take  the  greatest  care  to 
prevent  t\\t  impo'tatirjn  r.f  Engliih  merchandize  into 
^i witzcriand,  and  for  that  purpose  to  inspect  the 
depot  of  merchandize  within  their  jurisdiction, 
iind  to  establish  guards  on  the  frontiers,  &c.  This 
mcasuiehas  been  adopted  in  conse(jucnce  of  the 
reptesentations  of  the  Freiicii  Generjl  Ney. 

Fribuig,  Jan.  29. — Every  thing  announces  that 
the  French  troops  arc  on  the  point  of  quitting  us, 
when  thi?  country  will  be  taken  possession  of  on 
the  part  of  the  Sovereign  to  whom  it  was  destined 
by  the  Trtatv  f)f  l.uneville.  Yesterday  the  French 
>3Jeput,  which  was  heic,  left   us„     1  he  battalion, 


which  still  remains,  will  likewise  follow  very 
soon.  It  is  said,  that  it  is  to  prepare  quarters  for 
it  at  Zurich,  that  the  Aidde  Camp  of  the  Chef- 
de-Biigade,  Ronville,  went  to  Switzerland,  a  few 
days  since.  The  Regencies  of  Baden  and  Furs- 
stenbcrg  have  been  retjuested  to  grant  a  passage 
to  two  Companies  of  the  Austrian  Regiment  of 
Bender,  which  will  immediately  arrive  to  take 
military  possession  of  the  Biisgau  and  the  Ortc- 
nau,  in  the  nan^e  of  the  Duke  of  Modena.- 

Hague,  Feb.  6. — In  tlie  Report  wliich  the  Council 
of  the  Interior  ha.'-  presented  to  the  Directory, 
concerning  the  addresses  of  several  merchants 
who  have  declared  for  or  against  the  lav/,  rela- 
tive to  the  importation  and  sale  of  woollen  manu- 
factures, the  Council  favours  the  interests  of  those 
who  have  declared  against  the  importation  of 
these  articles.  The  Directory,  to  enable  itself 
maturely  to  examine  this  Report,  has  proposed  to 
the  Legislative  Bi-dy  not  to  give  eftcct  to  the  law 
of  the  26th  of  last  year,  (according  to  which,  at 
the  end  of  the  month  of  Feb.  of  the  present  year, 
these  manufactures,  especially  dyed  woollens,  arc 
not  to  be  permitted  to  be  imported  or  sold  in  the 
Republic,  under  pain  of  confiscation,  <S;c.)  until 
it  shall  have  examined  the  Report  of  the  Council 
of  the  Interior.  Fhe  proposition  has  been  re- 
ferred to  a  Special  Committee.  The  commerce  of 
this  country  waits  with  impatience  a  definitive 
decision,  which,  it  must  be  appaient,  is  of  ex- 
treme importance,  not  oaly  to  the  manufactures 
and  fabrics  of  this  Republic,  but  al.'o  to  the  com- 
mercial part  of  it,  which  traffics  in  foreign  manu- 
factures,— Two  hundred  men  from  the  deput  of 
Colonial  troops  at  Enkliuyscn,  have  been  march- 
ed to  Horn,  to  be  organized  in  three  divisions  of 
i  infantry  destined  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hupc,  to 
supply  the  pl.<ce  of  the  troops  lost  in  the  Vreede, 
which  was  wrecked  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  on  the  Coast  of  England. 

Ratishon,  Feb.  8.— The  Official  Gazette  of  Mu- 
nich announces,  that  the  Imperial  troops  have  en- 
tirely evacuated  Passau. 

Augiburg,  Feb.  8.-^They  write  from  Leghorn, 
that  the  bpanish  squadron  which  brought  back 
the  King  and  Qiieen  of  Etruria,  sailed  on  its  re- 
turn kir  Spain,  on  the  aid  of  January.  Tiie  Eng- 
lish squadron,  under  Admiral  Bickerton,  is  still 
cruizing  off  Sardinia  and  Malta,  and  obseives 
every  thing  that  passes  in  the  Mtditerranean. 
A  frigate  from  this  squadron  arrived  in  the  port 
of  Leghorn,  on  the  2t;th  ult.  when  an  officer 
landed,  and  immediately  set  out  for  London,  with 
dispatches  from  .■admiral  Bickerton. 

Parts,  Feb.  17. — .Subscriptions  being  about  to  be 
entered  into  at  Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  statue  of  the  celebrated  Joan  of  Arc,  in  Jhat 
city — the  project,  and  the  deliberations  of  the 
Municipd  Council  of  Orleans  on  the  subject,  were 
presented  to  the  First  Consul,  who  wrote  on  the 
margin  as  follows: — "Write  to  Citizen  Crignot:i 
"  Desormeaux,  Mayor  of  Orleans,  that  this  deli- 
"  beration  is  very  agreeable  to  me. — The  illustri- 
"  ous  Joan  of  Arc  has  proved,  that  there  is  no 
"  miracle  that  Fiench  Genius  cannot  produce, 
"  under  those  circumstances  where  national  indc- 
*'  pendence  is  menaced.— United,  the  French  na- 
•'  tion  can  never  be  conquered  ;  but  our  more 
"  calculating  and  adroit  neighbours,  abusing  iht 
^^  frankness  and  integrity  of  our  character,  have  con- 
"  stantly  sown  amongst  u.s  those  dissensions  from 
"  whence  resulted  the  calamities  of  that  epoch, 
"  and  all  the  disasters  related  in  our  history. — i 
•'   Paris,  Jan.  50,  1803. — Buoiinpartr.'' 

Nfiv-York,  Di*.  31.— Oil  Tuesday  the  3TSt  inst. 
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Steplien  R.  Bradley,  Esq.  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  icm.  gave  a  dinner  to  a  select  number  of  the 
Senators,  the  heads  of  Departments,  &.'C.  Thomas 
Paine  was  a  guest  ;  and  was  waited  on  to  the 
hotel,  where  they  dined,  by  Dr.  Lot^an,  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania. — Mr.  Puine,  a  fe-w  days  since, 
dined  hy  in-vitntion  -with  the  President,  in  camp.my  nvith 
the  British  Minister. — Mercantile  Adv. 
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FOREIGN    OFFICIAL    PAPEFvS. 

Letter  fram  General  Ney  to  C.  Main,  Secretary  of  Slate, 
■publiihed  at  Berne,  Feb.  9,  iS©^. 
1  am  informed,  Citizen  Secretary,  by  reports 
which  have  reached  me  both  directly  and  indi- 
rectly, that  a  number  of  foreign  vagabonds  infest 
the  high  roads,  and  commit  all  sorts  of  crimes. 
Robbery,  murder,  fire-raising  take  place  in  vari- 
ous quartcr.%  while  no  measures  to  repress  them 
are  adopted  by  your  Government,  or  to  protect 
the  safety  of  travellers,  of  the  inhabitant?,  and 
their  properties.  This  indifTcrcncc  mulciplies  and 
emboldens  malefactors,  and  deprives  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  rely  upon  the  protection  of  the  laws, 
of  all  confidence  when  they  see  them  remain  un- 
executed or  eluded  by  the  .  .  .  enemies  of 
.  .  .  France  .  .  .  and  Helvetia.  Several 
petitions  have  reached  me  from  persons  stiling 
themselves  patriots  and  good  citizens  reclaiming 
the  arms  they  had  voluntarily  surrendered.  They 
complain  that  those  they  call  insurgents  had  con- 
cealed theirs  from  discovery,  and  thar,  afraid  of 
falling  victims  to  such,  they  require  back  their 
arms  to  defend  their  families,  their  persons,  and 
properties.  I  have  complied  with  some  of  these 
applications  made  by  persons  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Zurich,  where,  by  my  orders,  General 
B'irbon  has  given  them  back  their  arms.  It  must 
likewise  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Helvetic 
Government  that  the  political  opinions  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  are  influenced  by  men  who 
have  openly  attacked  the  lawful  authority,  in 
spite  of  the  declared  intention  of  the  First  Consul 
to  cause  to  be  respected  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  and  the  measures  that  might  be  the  result  of 
them  till  after  the  Cantonal  arrangement  and  the 
establishment  of  the  new  order  of  things.  These 
men  dare  to  boast  that  they  will  render  them  illu- 
sory, or  at  least  will  render  their  execution  diffi- 
cult. They  threaten  to  exercise  vengeance  upon 
those  who  employ  vigour  to  reduce  them  to  obe- 
dience. These  insurrectional  mea<;ures  appear  to 
have  intimidated  and  to  have  weakened  the  sys- 
tem of  Government.  The  interior  Police  of  the 
Cantons  is  so  ill  conducted,  that  no  information 
of  the  culpable  proceedings  of  the  enemies  of 
public  tranquillity  comes  before  the  tribunals  to 
enable  rhem  to  display  severity  against  the  nume- 
rous offences  and  enormities  which  are  the  con- 
sequence of  them.  Em.issarics  of  England,  ofli- 
cers  in  her  pay,  and  the  old  pensioners  of  that 
power  enlist  under  the  eye  of  the  Civil  Authori- 
ties without  their  giving  any  obstruction  what- 
ever to  it.  Numbers  of  men  receive  pay  in  mo- 
ney, to  second,  on  the  first  signal,  their  audacious 
enterprizes,  in  case  the  new  order  of  things  w-as 
not  agreeable  to  them.  The  agents  of  the  secret 
Police  arc  in  some  sort  dependent  upon  them, 
because  they  receive  large  gratifications.  A 
Counter-Police,  skilfully  directed,  exists  in  eveiy 
part  ot  Helvetia,  and  all  the  secrets  of  Govern- 
ment come  to  their  knewledgs. — The  Mediator 
OF  HEi.VEriA  (Buonaparte)  is  treated  with  very 
little  ceremony  in  the  libels  and  pamphlets  which 
circulate  among  the  people.  The  French  soldier 
is  coujidered  as  the  eaeaiy  of  H^ivciic  liberty ; 


and  many  of  them  have  accordingly  fallen  the 
victims  of  the  resentment  and  animDsity  directed 
against  them,  although  in  general  the  French, 
troops  in  this  country  have  observed  a  wise  and 
moderate  conduct,  and  practised  that  discipline 
which  causes  the  property  and  safety'  of  citizen^, 
whatever  be  their  opinions,  to  be  respected. — All 
these  considerations,  Citizen  Secretary,  oblige  me 
to  call  upon  you  to  lay  before  the  Executive 
Council  the  observations  which  have  been  dictat- 
ed to  me  by  my  solicitude  for  Helvetia,  and  to  re- 
quest the  Council  to  cause  to  be  maintained  and 
executed  without  lestiiction,  such  measures  as  are 
calculated  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  pro- 
prietors and  the  safety  of  the  citizens,  and  to 
cause  to  be  expelled  from  the  country  the  vaga- 
bonds who  trouble  its  repose,  and  to  prevent  tlic 
recruiters  from  taking  away  men  whom  commerce 
and  agriculture  may  usclully  employ.  The  Po- 
lice also  deserves  their  attention.  I'ou  may  as- 
sure them  that  I  will  second  with  zeal  whatever 
tends  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
Helvetia. — (Signed) — Ney. 

Frticlamation  issued  by  General  Rochamhenu  on  the  if^ti 
of  Dec.  1802,  permitting  the  Importation  of  hVaris 
and  Meichiindize  in  Foreign  Bottom!,  on  faying  a  per 
cenlage. 

Art.  I.  The  Arrete  of  the  Captain-General,  of 
the  15th  Fructidor  (lOth  year),  which  permits  the 
importation  of  diilerent  articles  of  produce  into 
this  colony,  in  foreign  bottoms,  paying  10  per 
cent,  duty,  is  renewed. — II.  Foreigners  may  im- 
port into  this  colony  ail  wares  and  merchandize 
not  enumerated  in  the  above-mentioned  Anete, 
subject  to  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. — III. 
The  Colonial  Prefect  shall  make  out  every  six 
months  a  tarifof  the  value  of  all  the  wares  and 
merchandize  imported  under  the  2d  article.  I'hc 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  shall  be  fixed  by  this  tarif  — « 
IV.  The  importation  of  goods  permitted  bv  the 
5th  and  id  article  of  this  Arreic,  shall  only  take 
place  at  the  Cape,  Port  Republicain,  and  the  Port 
of  St.  Domingo, — V.  The  pre?tnt  Arrets  shall  be 
in  force  immediately  after  its  publication. — VI. 
The  Colonial  Prefect  is  charged  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  present  Arrete,  which  shall  be  printed, 
published,  and  posted  up,  and  inserted  in  the  Of- 
ficial Gazette. — D.  F.N,  Rochambeau, C&^t.  Gen. 

General  Boyer,  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  Army  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, to  the  Miniver  of  Marine  and  the  Colonics, 

Head-Quarters  at  the  Cape,  15  Frimairr, 
The  General  in  Chief,  Citizen  Minister,  has  in- 
structed me  to  have  the  honour  of  informing  you 
of  the  movements  which  took  place  on  the  27:^1 
of  last  Brumaire — At  day  break  the  biigands  at- 
tacked the  Mole  with  a  large  force.  The  General 
of  Division,  who  commands  in  that  quarter,  suf- 
fered them  to  approach  to  the  entrance  of  the 
place,  and  when  he  saw  them  fait ly  encompassed 
by  the  ambuscade  which  he  had  laid  for  them, 
he  gave  orders  for  a  general  charge.  They  then 
found  themselves  exposed  to  two  fires,  the  one 
from  the  town,  and  the  other  from  the  exterior 
line,  which  General  Brunct  had  masked.  The 
fire  was  kent  up  with  great  spiiit,  and  in  a  few 
hours  the  field  of  battle  was  strewed  with  the 
bodies  of  the  negroes  who  had  fallen.  Among 
the  killed,  six.of  their  principal  leaders.  Not  one 
of  their  cavalry  escaped. — In  this  affair  we  lost 
only  eight  men, — General  Briinet  praises  highly 
the  courage  of  all  the  troops  which  were  engaged, 
and  in  a  panicular  manner  the  intripidity  of  his 
Aid-de-Camp,  Putun,  \s\\o  rettived  ieveiai  sdbis 
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wounds,  after  having  killed  a  number  of  brigands, 
vith  wiiom  he  fought  hand  to  hand.— The  Gene- 
ral in  Chief  requests  the  1  irst  Consul  to  present 
Captain  Puton  with  a  sabre  of  honour. 

Kapper  Tandy  to  Lord  Pelham.  (From  the  Paris 
Fapa-s.) 

My  Lord,  when  we  are  obliged  to  take  up 
the  pen  in  defence  of  our  characters,  our  let- 
ters  stand  in  need  of  no  apology.  Without 
fatiguing  you,  therefore,  with  any,  1  shall  enter 
immediately  upon  the  subject  ;  and  as  you  have 
thought  proper,  as  well  asLd.  Spencer,  to  bring 
my  nair.e  in  an  indecent  manner  before  the  pub- 
lic, I  shall  begin  my  defence  with  the  same 
freedom  you  have  used  in  attacking  me.  To 
say  that  you  have  both  been  wanting  in  what 
the  rules  of  decency  required,  wuuld  be  the 
mildest  censure  your  conduct  deserves  ;  with 
equn!  reason  can  1  say,  that  you  have  violated 
the  laws  of  justice  ;  for  time  alone  can  discover, 
■what  connection  there  was  between  the  r>Iait 
Bill,  which  was  the  subject  of  discussion,  and 
Napper  Tandy.  Had  it  not  been  for  one  of  the 
assertions  you  made,  1  should  not  have  brought 
the  aJfair  before  the  public,  but  would  have  been 
contented  with  seeing  myself  disfigured  by  your 
Billingsgate  orators,  m  iioth  Houses  ;  for  there 
are  men,  my  Id.,  whose  censure  is  the  highest 
recommendation  one  can  hsve  ;  and,  1  am  sin- 
cere enough  to  confess,  that,  i  consider  your 
lordbhip  as  worthy  of  the  first  rank  in  this  class. 
You  have  declared,  or  the  printer  for  you,  that 
1  made  discoveries  to  govt.  I  assert,  that  that 
declaration  is  false.  This  may  appear  to  your 
cars  not  very  civil  language  ;  but  it  is  the  voice  of 
truth,  and  I  repeat,  my  Id.,  that  it  is  a  mean  and 
audacious  falsehood.  I  never  had  any  relatioo 
nor  correspondence  with  your  govt.;  or  if  I  hid, 
that  govt. knew  my  character  too  well  to  attempt 
to  make  me  temporise.  Had  you  been  content 
with  saying,  that  there  were  particular  circum- 
stances in  my  case,  you  would  not  have  swerved 
from  the  truth,  for  you  know  all,  though  you 
have  only  suffered  apart  to  appear.  With  respect 
10  m,y  life,  1  never  thought  1  owed  any  gratitude 
to  your  govt,  for  it.  I  owe  mv  life  to  the  great 
and  generous  people,  to  the  first  of  men,  to  the 
hero,  the  pacificator,  who  said,  that  if  I  fell, 
I  should  fall  with  eternal  lustre.  It  is  for  the 
cause  of  that  people  that  i  am  rc-ady  to  shed  the 
last  drop  of  my  blood.  I  can  recapitulate,  v/ith 
satisfaction,  my  past  life,  spent  in  the  service  of 
my  country,  v/hilst  I  look  with  pity  and  con- 
tempt upon  those  who,  by  prostituting  them- 
selves, have  been  raised  to  the  first  offices  of  the 
state.  I  am  more  proud  of  the  name  of  French 
citizen,  than  1  should  be  of  the  rank  of  a  titled 
slave.  I  am,  ir.y  id.,  wiih  the  same  sentiments  I 
have  always  entertained  and  cherished  loiit;  be- 
fore I  knew  you  a  petty  Secretary  of  the  Castle 
of  Dublm,  a  friend  of  universal  b-.-nevolence, 
and  an  enemy  to  those  only  who  build  their  for- 
tune upon  the  ruin  of  their  country. 

Bourdeaux,  .lO  Nrjose.  Napper  Tandy. 

DOMESTIC. 

On  Monday  morning  the  2'st  inst,  the  sentence 
of  the  law  vsras  executed  on  the  folio  win^  traitors, 


viz.  Edward  Marcus  Despard,  John  Wood,  John 
Francis,  Thomas  Broughton,  James  Sedgwiclc 
Wratten,  Arthur  Graham,  and  John  Macnamara. 
The  execution  took  place  on  the  top  of  the  New 
Gaol  in  the  Boiough.  After  hanging  about  half 
an  hour  their  heads  were  severed  from  their  bo- 
dies, and  the  executioner  exhibiting  them  sepa- 
rately to  the  view  of  the  populace,  exclaimea, 
"  This  is  the  head  of  a  Traitor." 

TRIAL    OF   MR.    PELTIER. 

On  Monday,  the  list  instant,  the  justly  cele- 
brated Mr.  Peltier,  was  tried  before  Lord  Ellen- 
boroiiLi;h  and  a  Special  Jury,  on  an  information, 
filed  by  the  Attorney-General,  for  a  libel  on  Na- 
poleon BooNAPARTE,  First  Consul  of  France> 
which  libel  was  published  in  a  periodical  work, 
entitled  L'Ambjgu,  of  which  work  Mr.  Peltier 
was  the  editor  and  proprietor. 

The  information  having  been  read,  the  Hon; 
Spencer  Percival  (the  Attorney-General)  entered, 
of  course,  on  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
secution. Ke  stated,  that  the  words  charged  in 
the  information  were  libellous  ;  that  they  had  a 
tendency  to  stir  up  sedition  and  rebellion  against 
Buonaparte,  and  to  cause  his  assassination;  and 
that,  unless  the  olTence  was  punislicd,  the  peace 
happily  subsisting  between  England  and  France, 
might  be  interrupted,  and  that  war,  bloody  and 
expensive  war,  might  finally  ensue.  In  order  td 
prove  that  this  was  no  extraordinary  proceeding, 
he  cited  the  instance  of  Lord  George  Goidon,  whoi 
was  prosecuted  for  a  libel  on  the  late  Queen  of 
France,  as  also  that  of  John  Vint,  the  Editor  of 
the  Courier,  wlio  v.'as  prosecuted  for  a  libel  on  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  — The  caution  he  threw  out 
witli  regard  to  the  publishing  of  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  court,  in  this  case,  was 
curious  and  no  less  curious  than  Jtovel. — "  If," 
said  he,  "  1  could  suppose  that  my  learned  friend 
"  [meaning  Mr.  M'lntosh]  would  lend  himself  to 
"  the  spirit  in  which  these  papers  are  written;  if 
''  he  should  for  a  moment  think  he  could  serve 
"  his  client  by  a  republication  of  the  libel  ;  if  he 
"  were  instructed,  and  thought  it  consistent  with 
"  his  duty  to  go  over  the  same  discussions,  and 
"  to  repeat  tb.e  declamation  and  invective  of 
"  which  we  now  corrp'ain,  then,  indeed,  an  ei- 
"  tensive  field  would  be  opened  lor  his  ingenuity 
"  and  eloquence.  He  would  have  to  expatiate  . 
"  upon  the  most  extraordinary  event,  of  the  most 
"  extraoidinary  occurrence,  in  the  Hiost  extraor- 
"  dinary  and  eventful  revolution  recorded  in  the 
"  annals  of  history.  But  if  no  other  higher  con- 
"  sideration  deterred  him  from  pursuing  such  i 
"  course,  the  interest  of  his  client  would  be  suf- 
"  ficient  for  this  purpose.  Because  I  think  that  this 
"  libel  tends  to  endanger  the  tranquillitj  bei'ween  this 
"  country  und  a  nation  "with  'udwm -we  are  at  peace,  1 
•'  prosecute  the  author,  That  charge  brings  me,  and 
"  It  brings  the  defendant,  this  day  before  you.  If 
"  the  information  is  thoiiglit  well  founded — if 
"  you  pronounce  a  verdict  of  guilty^  when  the 
"  time  comes  for  apportioning  the  punishment, 
"  if  it  appear  that  by  the  defendant's  instructions, 
"  the  firit  court  of  justice  in  the  kingdom  is  made 
''  a  vehicle  for  slander  and  defamation,  all  the  ill 
"  consequences  of  the  libel  arc  aggravated  and 
"  enhanced.  I  should  ill  die-charge  my  duty  to 
"  the  Public,  I  should  ill  shcv/  my  regard  for  the 
"  proper  administration  of  the  English  Laws,  if  I 
*'  did  not  pveps  upon  the  Judges  to  take  carb 
"  that  a  calumny  -was  not  increased  by  the  means  cm- 
"  ployed  to  check  It,  and  BV  the  PUNISHMENT  thst 
"  i\f  LiCTED /o  sheiv,  not  only  to  France,  but  tcy 
"  ths  whole  01  Iiurope,  that  a  British  Court  of 
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"  Justice  impartially  determines  upon  the  guilt 
"  of  those  accused,  and  h  not  the  means  of  extended 
"   defamation." 

After  the  Attorney-General  had  concluded,  and 
the  evidence  had  been  examined,  Mr.  M'Intosh, 
one  of  the  council  for  Mr.  Peltier  (the  other  being 
Mr.  Ferguson)  entered  on  the  defence,  in  a  speech, 
ivhich  lasted  thiee  or  four  hours,  but  which  con- 
tained, relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Peltier,  very 
little  more,  we  believe,  than  what  will  be  found 
in  the  following  report,  which  is  copied  from 
the  Morning  Post. 

My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  would 
not  so  far  depart  from  my  duty,  or  from  the  re- 
spectability of  the  body  to  which  1  belong,  as  to 
lend  myself  to  the  passions  of  any  client.  Whatever 
respect  is  due  by  the  law  to  the  rulers  of  any  coun- 
try, that  respect  shall  be  paid  by  me.  Nay  more, 
whatever  concerns  liberty,  that  dearest  and  best 
of  all  the  interests  of  man,  may  indeed  call  forth 
my  warm  feelings,  but  I  shall  know  how  to  re- 
press these  feelings  in  every  instance  in  which 
they  are  not  borne  out  by  truth. — My  Lord  and 
Gentlemen,  1  have  to  intreat  your  indulgence,  be- 
set as  I  am  with  topics  of  so  much  difficulty.  You 
may,  indeed,  conceive  that  having  had  the  pre- 
sumption to  encounter  those  difficulties,  I  have  no 
title  to  indulgence  in  contending  with  them.  / 
did  net  seek  than,  but  having  unexpectedly  fallen  in 
with  them,  I  will  not  now  turn  my  back  on  them: 
here  I  found  them,  and  here  I  will  meet  and  en- 
gage them  with  every  exertion  of  whatever  power 
]  possess.  Acting  on  these  principles,  before  an 
English  Jury,  I  am  sure  that  if  my  feelings  shall, 
in  any  instance,  betray  me  into  any  excessive 
warmth,  my  client  will  not  suffer  for  my  error. 
Yle  imposed  on  me  the  trust  of  his  defence,  and  I 
could  not  decline  it.  Still  less  can  I  be'.ray  it,  having 
once  undertaken  to  charge  myself  with  it.  He  is  en- 
titled to  a  just,  faithful,  and  tearless  defence,and  he 
shall  have  it,  so  far  as  it  can  be  afforded  by  my 
humble  talents,  actuated  by  a  warm  and  honest 
?eal  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  Intrepidity  has 
been  so  long  used  ac  the  English  bar,  that  it  is  un- 
necessary for  m.e,  at  this  moment,  to  descant  upon 
it;  still  less  can  I  claim  any  merit  for  acting  up 
to  it.  I  have  only  to  say,  that  if  the  bar  could 
have  been  silenced  or  overawed  by  any  power 
whatsoever,  no  Jury  would  now  be  here.  That 
pride  and  boast  of  our  free  constitution  could  not 
this  day  have  existed.  It  is  owing  to  the  intre[>i- 
dity  of  the  bai  ;  that  you,  gentlemen,  are  now  here 
to  try  this  cause.  It  was  therefore,  perhaps,  too 
much  for  mc  to  say,  that  my  client  should  have  a 
fearless  defence,  in  a  place,  where  fear  never  en- 
tered any  bosom,  but  that  of  a  criminal.  Yet, 
surely,  if,  in  any  case,  a  timid  feeling  could  in- 
vade a  place  so  fortified  against  it,  it  must  be  in 
this,  where  the  prosecutor  is  the  master  of  a  great 
empire,  and  the  defendant  a  poor  proiniLed  French 
emigrant,  compelled  to  relinquish  his  country,  in 
1 792,  driven  out  by  the  daggers  of  his  country- 
men. Gentlemen,  you  recollect  that  eventful  and 
calamitous  period,  when  our  shores  were  covered 
with  helpless  women,  and  children  still  more  help- 
less, with  priests,  strangers  to  the  world,  flying 
from  their  country,  as  from  a  tract  ovcriun  with 
tigers,  and  seeking  in  ours  a  shelter  which  they 
did  not  fail  to  tind.  Such  of  these  unhappy 
fugitives  as  escaped  the  scaffold,  as  survived 
the  trying  changes  of  chniate!.  unknown  to 
them,  and  the  multiplied  distresses  and  vexations 
they  had  to  endure,  were  recently  permitted  to 
revisit  their  native  country.  Tf.ey  were  indulged 
ia  the  gratilication,  and  a  very  high  gratiiication  it 


must  be,  virorn  out  and  exhausted  with  calamity  as 
they  were  ;  they  were  indulged  with  permission  to 
die  at  home.  I  do  noc  meanto  undervalue  this  indul- 
gence ;  on  the  contrary,  I  aiyi  disposed  to  rate  it  high  ; 
but  my  client,  and  a  few  others,  conceived  tU'.m- 
selves  bound,  froma  feeling  of /r4'rt//v,  which  I /7<'iV^»r 
make  the  subject  of  cornmendali^n  or  of  bl.ime,  to  refus'j  to 
profit  by  this  permission.  I  do  not,  as  I  said,  make 
this  refusal  a  matter  oi  praise  or  of  censure;  I  only 
hope,  that  you  will  not  judge  too  stvirely  of  my 
client,  for  what  /le  eoncei-ves  to  be  a  just  and  ho- 
nourable de'votion  to  the  allegiance  undci  tuhich  he  'Was 
horn.  Consider,  gentlemen,  that  if  we  ourselves 
were,  by  any  unforeseen  revolution,  1  trust,  and 
hope,  such  an  event  will  never  happen;  but,  if 
such  an  event  were  to  place  us  in  a  state  of  de- 
pendence   and  destitution    in    a   foreign    land,  we 

should  not  wish  to  be  judged  loo  unfavourably 

This  man,  having  from  his  youth  devoted  himself 
to  literary  employments,  exerted  his  talents  in 
the  same  line  here,  and  produced  a  variety  of 
works.  After  the  peace,  he  abstained  from  ail  se- 
rious politics,  and  contented  himself  with  the  pub- 
lication of  this  obscure  journal  befoie  you,  which, 
if  the  jealousy  of  power  could  ever  be  at  rest, 
appeared  Under  circumstances  the  least  calculated 
to  give  di'-tjuiet.  It  could  not  be  read  here,  for 
it  was  not  in  the  language  of  the  country.  !t 
could  not  he  read  in  France,  for  we  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  police  is  supine  or  negligent  in  tlsc 
execution  of  the  prohibition  against  the  admission 
of  periodical  papers  from  England.  Under  tlies>e 
circumstances,  this  work  was  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amusing  and  consoling  the  fellow- ufferersot 
Mr.  Peltier  by  occasional  reflections  on  the  t.'.c- 
tions  which  divide,  and  the  disturbances  which 
agitate  the  land  from  which  they  are  exiled.  \t 
was  intended  as  a  consolation  and  amusement  to 
them  to  whom  no  consolation  now  remains,  but 
in  contemplating  the  instability  of  human  affairs, 
and  seeing  that  those  by  whom  they  were  expelletl 
were  often  the  victims  of  fortune  as  well  as  they. 
This  was  the  only  journal  that  daied  still  to  speak 
in  favour  of  a  family  once  the  most  august  in 
Europe.  This  court  affords  an  in-'^tance  of  the 
instability  of  human  grandeur  in  that  family,  and 
it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  last  instance 
of  a  prosecution  by  the  French  government,  as 
cited  by  my  learned  friend,  was  for  a  libel  on  that 
Princess  who  has  been  since  butchered  and  mas- 
s-acred by  her  own  subjects.  I  say  this  not  for 
the  purpose  of  disputing  the  principle  laid  do\vTi 
by  my  learned  friend,  that  no  government  recog- 
nised by  our  Sovereign  is  to  be  libelled  vflth.  impu- 
nity. I  agree  with  him,  that  in  this  respect  ail 
governments  are  on  the  same  footing,  vihethtr 
they  are  governments  of  yesterday  or  governments 
confirmed  by  a  succession  of  ages.  I  admit  that 
if  Lord  Clarendon  had  publislied  some  parts  of  his 
history  at  Paris  in  the  year  1616  ;  if  the  NJarquis 
of  Montrose  had  published  his  sonnets  there  ;  if 
Butler  liad  published  his  Hudibras  ;  and  Cowley 
those  works  in  which  he  so  ablv  maintained  th.c 
cause  of  his  King  again.'t  the  Uiuiper,  the  presi- 
dent Du  Morlaix  would  have  been  bound  oii  the 
complaint  of  the  English  Ambassador  to  prose- 
cute them  for  libels  against  a  government  recog- 
nised by  France.  I  mention  this,  that  my  client 
may  feel  the  less  repugnance  at  coming  into  tliis 
his  last  asylum  upon  earth;  and  it  is,  perhaps,  oii.'inp'^ 
to  his  Majesty's  Alinistcrs,  that  hi  enjoys  s-ven  this.  \i 
it  be  so,  1  owe  them  mv  thanks,  fur  their  honour- 
able and  dignified  couiluct,  in  refu.^ing  to  violate 
the  hospitality  due  to  an  unfortunat'  stranger,  whi? 
now  appears  in  your  prtscuce,  «ib  the  oul^   place 
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in  whicli  his  prosecutor  and  he  can  be  on  equal  j 
terms.  Certainly,  circumstanced  as  he  is,  the 
most  jejruhing  prospect  \vhich  liis  eye  can  rest 
upon,  is,  an  English  Jury,  and  he  feels  with  me, 
gratitude  to  the  Ruler  of  empires,  that,  after  the 
■wreck  of  every  thing  else,  ancient  and  venerable 
in  Europe;  ot  all  established  forms  and  acknow- 
ledged principles  ;  ot  all  long  subsisting  laws  and 
sacred  institutions;  we  are  met  here,  administer- 
ing justice  after  the  manner  of  our  forefathers,  in 
this  her  ancient  sanctuary.  Here  then  parties 
come  to  jufigment ;  one  the  master  of  the  greatest 
empire  on  the  ea;  th;  and  the  other,  a  iveak  defuwe- 
lessfugiil'vc.)  who  •wa-veshis  priviUge  of  hanjing  half  his 
Jury  coynposed  of  foreigners,  and  puts  himself,  iinth  con- 
Jiddice,  upon  a  Jury  entirely  English.  —  Gcntltmen, 
there  is  another  view  in  which  this  case  is  highly 
interesting,  important,  and  momentous;  and,  I 
confess,  i  am  animated  to  every  exertion  that  I 
can  make,  not  more  by  a  sense  or  my  duty  to  my 
client,  than  by  a  persuasion  that  this  cause  is  tlie 
first  of  a  series  of  contests  with  the  freedom  of 
the  press.  My  learned  friend,  I  am  sure,  will 
isever  di5gra,.e  his  magistracy,  by  being  instru- 
mental to  a  measme  so  calamitous  ;  but  viewing 
this  as  I  do,  as  the  firsc  of  a  series  of  contests  be- 
tween the  greatest  power  on  earth,  and  the  only 
press  that  is  now  free,  I  cannot  help  calling  on 
him  and  you  to  pause  before  the  great  eaithquake 
swallow  up  all  our  freedom  that  remains  among 
r.ien,  for  though  no  indication  has  yet  been  made  of  a 
disposition  to  attack  ih-  freedom  of  the  press  in  this  coun- 
try, yet  the  many  other  countries  that  have  been 
deprived  of  tliis  benefit,  must  forcibly  imptess  us 
with  the  propriety  of.  looking  vigilantly  to  our- 
selves. Holland,  Switzerland,  and  the  Imperial 
towns  patticip'ited  with  us  the  hencht  of  a  free 
press.  Holland  and  Switzerland  are  now  no  more, 
and  near  fifty  of  the  free  Imperial  towns  of  Ger- 
many have  vanished,  since  the  commencement  of 
this  prosecution." — Here  Mr.  Mackintosh  drew 
an  interesting  picture  of  the  former  state  of  these 
free  towns,  exempted  from  the  burthens  of  mili- 
tary establishments,  and  respected  amidst  the  con- 
tentions of  greater  powers  ;  they  had  leisure  for 
observation,  and  rellection  on  what  was  passing 
around  them. — They  formed  a  respectalile  portion 
of  that  mass  of  public  opinion,  v/hich  was 
the  law  of  powers,  who  acknowledge  no  other 
controul.  He  could  not  contemplate  a  more  intt- 
reiting  spectacle  than  the  tiitle  kepithlic  of  Geneva, 
cultivating  literature  and  science  at  the  gates  of 
ihe  immense  err.pire  of  I.ouis  XIV.  undisturbed  and 
Uhthreatcned.  All  this,  said  he,  is  gone  ;  what  may 
be  the  new  order  of  things,  u  is  not  for  me  to  say, 
but,  1  declare  it  to  be  my  firm  persuasion,  that 
the  total  absence  of  all  schemes  of  oppression, 
ever  since  the  days  of  Louis  XIV.  has  been  oiuing 
to  the  freedom  of  discussion,  which  has,  till  lately, 
prevailed  m  moil  countries  of  Europe.  Tf  silence 
was  observed  at  home  upon  such  projects,  loo 
presses  in  foreign  countries  circulated  them,  and 
rendered  them  detestable  throughout  Europe.  Ty- 
ranny dreaded  to  make  any  arbitrary  stretches  as 
long  as  there  existed  a  free  press,  because  no  pow- 
er was  above  its  censure.  Now  that  all  this  is 
gone,  there  is  no  longer  any  controul  but  what 
this  country  afTords,  Every  press  on  the  conti- 
nent, from  Palermo  to  Hamburgh,  is  enslaved; 
one  place  only  remains  where  discussion  is  free, 
protcctrd  by  our  government  and  cur  constitu- 
tion. It  is  an  awetully  proud  consideration  that 
tliis  nobiC  fdbric,  laised  by  our  ancestors,  still 
stands  ur.dec.-tycil  amidst  (he  ruins  that  surround 
US- You  aie  tiie  acv,iuctd  guard  of  liberty, 


permit  me,  therefore,  to  remind  you  of  some  of  the 
principles  on  which  our  ancestors  acted  with  re- 
spect to  foreign  powers  in  cases  like  the  present. 
Here  Mr.  Mackintosh  stated  the  law  not  to  be  de- 
fined exactly,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  limits  that 
distinguished  history  and  fair  observation  from 
libel.  It  was  left  to  Juries  to  determine,  in  every 
single  instance,  by  the  malicious  intention  that 
may  appear  in  the  publication,  and  this  confidence 
so  reposed  by  the  Icgislatuie,  had  never  once  been 
abused  since  t'n  revolution.  Political  libel,  he  said, 
was  different  from  all  t>thers  ;  in  cases  of  common 
libel,  the  severity  of  the  punishment  only  .'•trutk 
terror  into  those  who  meditated  guik.  But  in 
cases  of  political  libel,  even  a  just  punishment 
had  the  effect  of  deteiring  well-disposed  men  from 
discussion  ;  as  it  was  difiicult  for  them  co  know 
how  far  discussion  and  history  would  permit  them 
to  go,  and  when  tliey  overstepped  the  limits 
Thus,  the  best  .services  that  could  be  rendered  to 
mankind  were  discouraged.  It  was  on  this  prin- 
ciple that  our  ancestors  were  always  tender  in  re- 
pressing discussions  relative  to  foreign  powers. 
Ever  since  our  ancestors  had  the  wisdom  to  aban- 
don all  notion  of  continental  conquest,  we  hac^ 
no  views  on  the  continent  but  such  as  arose  out  of 
a  regard  to  our  safety  and  the  promotion  of  our 
commerce.  The  first  and  most  important  con- 
sideration of  safety  depended  on  the  maintenance 
of  justice  and  the  preservation  of  nations  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights.  When  justice  was 
thus  violated,  the  .'afety  that  arose  out  of  it  and 
depended  on  it,  was  rendered  insecure,  and  it  was 
material  to  observe  and  discuss  every  violation  in 
order  to  check  and  prevent  all  excessive  and  dan- 
gerous aggrauditenicnt.  The  interest  of  our  com- 
merce was  a  secondary  consideration,  but  a. 
material  one,  as  the  object  was  highly  beneficial, 
not  only  to  us  but  to  the  nations  with  which  we 
traded,  and  to  the  whole  world,  in  as  much  as  it 
brought  additional  hands  to  Inhour,  brought  nciu  lands 
ttlto  cultivtition,  and  supplied  fresh  pleasure!  to  man. 
It  was  therefore,  most  mateiial,  that  a  spirit  of 
free  discussion  should  exist,  and  be  encouraged, 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  all  violations  of 
rights;  and  whatever  the  enemies  of  this  country 
raay  say,  the  advantage  of  this  attention  to  con- 
tinental affairs  had  been  attended  with  the  most 
beneficial  etTects  to  the  powers  of  the  continent. 
This  island  had  been  foremost  to  resist  every  in- 
ordinate and  unjust  project,  and,  on  all  such  oc- 
casions, had  stood  in  the  front  o{  battles  rM  her  oivn. 

It    v/as   the    happiness   of  this   country,  that 

the  lovt'est  individual  had  a  right  to  discuss  the 
public  measures  of  his  time,  and  though  it  may  in 
some  instances  be  conceived  that  this  was  inju- 
rious in  times  of  domestic  dissension,  it  could  not 
be  denied  ihat  it  was  always  beneficial  when  ap- 
plied to  foreign  affairs.  Here  Mr.  Mackintosh 
went  ir.to  the  particulars  of  M.  Peltier's  publica- 
tion, extending  the  liberty  of  historical  discussion 
to  the  detail,  not  only  of  events,  but  of  the  pro- 
bable causes  aiad  consequences  of  these  events. 
Mr.  Peltier  was  at  liberty  to  detail  the  views  of 
the  factions  into  which  the  French  republic  was  di- 
vided, and  for  this  purpose  to  republish  the  v/ritings 
of  these  factions.  It  was  even  justifiable  in  him  to 
expose  the  principles  of  these  factions,  by  wiitifig 
in  their  spirit,  and  imputing  to  them  expressions  de- 
ducible  from  their  principles.  It  was  very  likely  that 
Chenier  did,  in  fact,  write  ihe  ode  i>i-vm  under  his  name, 
and  in  that  case,  even  though  it  should  be  severe 
and  libellous  on  Ijuoiiaparte,  could  it  be  called  s 
libel  in  Mr.  Peltier,  to  republish  it  here  ?  If  ic  was, 
why  were  the  English  oewspapers  suffered  s.\ziy 
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day  for  ten  years  back  to  republish  volumes  of 
abuse  and  calumny  vented  against  this  nation  and 
its  government  in  the  French  journals,  and  lately, 
in  a  stile  particularly  malignant  and  atrociou?,  in 
the  official  journal,  the  Moaiteur  ?  No  crjininality 
was  by  any  person  supposed  to  attach  to  the 
newspapers,  because  iherc  was  no  criminal  inten- 
tion in  the  republication,  which  ^v;:s  niade  only 
■ivith  a  view  to  excite  the  deteftalion  and  horror 
necessarily  consequent  to  such  fi,4gitioiis  abuse  of 
our  national  character  and  our  guvernment,  Why 
pass  over  the  republication  of  an  article  in  which 
a  most  gallant  officer  was  charged  with  ex- 
citing to  assassination,  and  why  suffer  English 
newspapers  to  republish,  without  any  imputa- 
tion of  a  crime,  the  most  infamous  libels  on  a 
prince  who  had  passed  through  a  reign  of  43 
years,  beloved  and  respected  by  his  people, 
^nd  without  a  single  stain  on  his  character  ?  Why 
suffer  the  repetition  of  the  most  atrocious  ca- 
lumnies on  a  nation,  whose  history  afFuded  the 
extraordinary  phenomena  of  mutinies  without 
murder,  mobs  without  massacre,  and  civil  wars  and 
revolutions  without  assassination?  Why  suffer 
the  republication  of  articles,  in  which  the  gaiter, 
the  badge  of  the  conquerors  of  Cresse  and  Poic- 
tiers,  and  of  so  many  successive  generations  of 
heroes,  was  stated  to  be  designed  to  reward  an  as- 
sassin for  executing  his  horrible  design  ?  On  tlie 
Same  principle,  that  the  English  newspapers  were, 
in  all  these  cases,  innocent  and  unaccused,  Peltier 
was  equally  innocent  in  this  publication.  If  it 
was  in  fact  only  the  republication  of  the  woik  of 
another  writer,  the  republication  was  certainly 
blameless  ;  and  if  it  was  even  written  by  Mr.  Pel- 
tier, with  a  view  to  give  a  dramatic  character  of 
the  facticn,  by  putting  its  princi[)!es  in  their  natu- 
rsl  language  in  the  mouths  of  its  leaders,  he  was 
tqaally  innocent ;  01  if  there  was  any  crime,  it  was 
a  iibe!  against  Chenier  or  Ginguenet,  to  whom  the 
article  was  imputed,  and  not  against  the  First  Con- 
sul. It  was  natural  to  think  that  a  remnant  of 
the  Jacobin  faction  still  existed  in  Fiance;  it  was 
kno\vn  that  it  did  exist,  and  it  was  the  nature  of 
that  faction  to  seek  a  retuge  from  the  maledictions 
of  those  whom  it  had  formerly  oppressed  and  tor- 
tured in  the  resumption  of  its  fornter  power.  The 
faction  was  active,  and  such  a  piece  as  this  ode 
might  well  be  among  the  means  it  employed.  Mr. 
M.  having,  in  the  coarse  of  this  last  argument  used 
the  -word  repuhlictui  in  a  sense  which  may  appear  to 
fonvey  some  censui  e,  explained;  he  did  not  use  the 
term  as  meaning  Citizens  of  Repnil:c<tn  GavernmentSy 
many  of  which  he  respected,  and  particularly  a  neiu 
Republic  nf  British  groivth.  Neither  did  he  mean  it 
as  any  imputation  on  those  ivJtose  polncal  opinions 
favoured  n  republican  f 01  m  of  gox  e'nment,  but  as  a  just 
sarcasm  on  those  pretended  republicans  of  France 
who  used  the  name  to  cover  the  worst  and  most 
fatal  hostility  to  feedom.  It  could  not  be  that  M. 
Peltier  wrote  this  seriously  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  royal  cause.  It  would  be  madness  in 
him  to  call  upon  the  French  citizens  of  the  pre- 
sent day  to  avenge  the  cause  of  Rewbell  and  bar- 
ras,  the  worst  enemies  of  royalty.  If  he  could  se- 
riously address  such  language  to  French  citizens 
for  such  a  purpose,  he  was  a  much  fitter  object  for 
a  commission  of  lunacy  than  of  a  prosecution  for 
libel;  and  this  madness  was  rendered  still  more 
outrageous  by  adding  to  the  council  the  name  of 
the  most  declared  and  decided  enemy  of  the  party 
to  which  it  was  addressed.  Xt  may  indeed  come 
within  the  policy  of  a  royalist  to  excite  republi- 
cans to  insurrection,  with  a  view  to  profit  by  their 
\>:oil£ ;  but  if  such  a  reyahst  meant  not  to  defeat 


his  own  purpose,  lie  would  conceal  his  name.  It 
was  however  evident,  from  the  context,  that  the 
Ode  in  question  was  not  the  work  of  M.  Peltier. 
It  appeared  from  the  passage  already  cited,  and  of 
which  a  poetical  translation  had  been  read,  that  it 
was  wtificn  by  a  fanatical  republican,  once  hostile 
to  EngUnd,  now  a  little  corrected  in  his  jiidgment, 
but  not  yet  perfectly  reconciled  :  it  speaks  of  the 
people  resting  on  the  law,  resisting  and  setting  at 
dehance  the  exertion  of  regal  power;  this  certain- 
ly could  not  be  mentioned  with  praise  by  the  Roy- 
alist, Peltier.  My  learned  friend,  said  Mr.  tvf. 
cannot  forget  that  Switt  did  not  mean,  by  his  ar- 
guments in  defence  of  Atheism,  really  to  support 
tliat  doctrine;  but,  .on  the  contrary,  by  that  un- 
rivalled specimen  of  irony,  toiidicule  and  shame 
all  such  unprincipled  tenets.  Such  were  the  mo- 
tives of  Butler  for  putting  such  odious  sentiments 
in  the  mouths  of  Hudibias  and  his  squire,  and 
such  were  Peltier's  for  putting  such  sentiments  as 
in  some  places  he  did  put  into  the  mouths  of  the 
jacobins.  Not  that  even  they,  bad  as  they  are, 
c.in  be  sustccted,  BY  ME,  of  any  design  so  s/'iociing  to  hu- 
man nature  as  assassination:  and  1  own  I  am  surprised 
to  hear  my  Learned  Friend  say  so  seriously,  that 
any  allusion  to  the  apotheosis  of  Romulus,  or  to 
the  afr^r  of  Erutus  and  Ca:sar,  must  necessarily 
have  such  a  shocking  and  abominable  object,  as  if 
these  events,  so  much  the  themes  of  school-boy 
declamation,  were  not  too  familiar  to  excite  any 
extraoidinary  propensity  to  imitation. — With  re- 
spect to  that  part  of  tlie  paper  which  alluded  to 
the  assassination  of  C^sar,  Mr.  M.  denied  that 
when  that  event  was  spoken  of,  every  man  who 
used  it,  intended  to  rccoinmend  or  justify  assassi- 
nation. He  stated  a  variety  of  cases,  in  which  that 
event  bad  been  alluded  to  in  many  authors  who 
were  never  suspected  of  a  wish  to  excite  the 
commission  of  assassination.  Nor  could  it  be 
more  safely  inferred  Irom  the  allusion  to  the 
apotheosis  in  use  among  the  Romans.  It  might 
be  that  a  man,  disgusted  with  the  numerous 
addresses  which  had  been  poured  from  all  quar- 
ters, might  fairly  say,  I  even  v.'ish  him  the  apo- 
theosis as  soon  as  he  can  have  it  ;  many  ot  the 
Roman  Emperors  received  the  honours  ol  a  divi- 
nity, and  yet  lived;  their  apotheosis  did  not  ne- 
cessarily imply  their  death.  He  next  adverted  to 
the  imputation  of  free  discussion,  and  elucidated 
this  part  of  his  argument  by  precedents  drawn 
from  our  own  histor'/.  At  the  time  when  Queen 
Elizabeth,  that  wl^e  and  patriotic  princess,  was 
beset  around  with  formidable  enemies,  a  powerful 
faction  in  the  heart  of  her  kingdom,  and  no  re- 
sources but  in  her  own  mind,  she,  and  it  was  a  cu- 
rious piece  of  history,  published  the  first  neiuspaper. 
Her  Gazettes  were  still  preserved,  and  by  means 
of  that  dissemination  of  public  opinion  she  roused 
the  feelings  of  her  su'jects  to  a  pitch  equal  to  luithstand 
any  atten.pts  that  Could  be  ■,i:ude  upon  them.  Since  that 
peiiod  newspapers  had  multiplied,  and  discussion 
had  become  more  extended.  Duting  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV.  who  had  formed  the  most  gigantic 
plans  of  gtiUty  ambition,  he  who  attacked  a  free  na- 
tion merely  tor  his  glory;  he  who  had  made  sub- 
servient to  Ills  interests  the  guilty  and  inf.\mous 
Prince  who  then  _^ortT/;fi^ England — yet  his  conduct 
was  most  frtely  canvassed.  Nor  did  a  vena!  court 
dare  stop  the'  inquiry  and  investigation  of  free 
minds,  even  when  a  JefFerics  disgraced  the  bench 
which  his  Lordship  adorns,  nor  even  then  did  a 
vensl  judge  and  a  corrupt  court  dare  atrack  the 
freedom  cf  the  press.  In  latter  tin  es,  to  come  to  the 
partition  of  Poland:  did  thzi  infr.mous  transaction 
aad  public  Tobh:ry  psss  vdtbout   cismiiiaiion  and 
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censure  ?  We  loudly  spoke  our  indignation, 
though  the  ro/j/ifri  were  our  grent  aites;  but  our 
free  presses  spoke  of  them,  not  as  according  to 
the  greatness  of  the  characters,  but  according  to 
tlie  greatness  of  their  crimes.  He  would  put  it  to 
the  Attorney  General  to  say,  what  would  have  been 
his  conduct  if  we  had  been  at  peace  with  France 
during  part  of  the  awful  cri?is  which  had  con- 
vulsed her.  When  Robespierre  presided  over  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  was  not  an  English- 
man to  canvass  his  measures  ?  supposing  we  had 
then  been  at  peace  with  France,  would  the  Attor- 
ney General  have  filed  an  information  against  any 
one  v.ho  had  expressed  due  abhorrence  of  the  fu- 
ries of  that  sanguinary  monster  ?  Wiien  Marat 
demanded  zjCjOco  heads  in  the  convention,  must 
we  have  contemplated  that  request  without  speak- 
ing of  it  in  the  terms  it  provoked  ?  When  Carrier 
placed  500  children  in  a  square  at  Lyons  to  fall  by 
the  musquetry  of  the  soldiery,  and  from  their  size 
the  balls  passed  over  them,  the  little  innocents 
f!ew  to  the  knees  of  the  soldiery  for  protection, 
when  they  were  butchered  with  the  bayonet.  In 
relating  this  event,  must  man  restrain  his  just  in- 
d  gnation,  and  stifle  the  expression  of  indignant 
horror  which  such  a  dreadful  massacre  must  excite  ? 
Would  the  Attorney  General  in  his  information 
state,  "  when  Maximilian  Robespierre  was  first 
magistrateof  France,  3  s  President  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  that  tiiose  who  spoke  of  him  as  hi?  crimes 
deserved,  did  it  with  a  wicked  and  malignant  inten- 
tion to  dtfame  and  vilify  him."  The  only  restraint 
upon  great  criminals  was,  tlie  public  opinion;  and 
to  weaken  the  expressicin  of  that  opinion  was,  in 
a  great  degree,  to  let  Ino'^e  the  passions  of  the 
great,  to  prey  on  the  weak  and  defenceless.  He 
would  again  put  the  case  of  that  Swiss  patriot, 
descended  from  the  heio  of  Switzerland  ;  he, 
■whose  ancestor  supported  the  liberties  of  his 
country;  who  conquered  that  pile  300  years  ago, 
fie  of  late  had  endeavoured  ineflectually  to  defend. 
If  he  were  to  come  to  this  country,  the  only  asy- 
lum now  left  upon  earth  ;  if  he  were  here  to  weep 
over  the  ruins  of  his  country,  must  he  be  told  that 
he  must  deplore  his  fate  in  silence  ;  that  he  might 
groan  deep,  but  it  must  not  be  loud  ?  Better  by  tar 
v/ould  it  be  that  we  should  at  once  revert  to  a 
state  of  absolute  barbarism,  than  thus  have  our 
feelings  paralysed  to  all  moral  distinctions.  He 
hoped  and  trusted  that  a  British  Jury  would  never 
be  a  party  to  such  purposes.  They  never  had 
done  it,  and  in  former  times,  when  all  other  parts  of 
the  state  had  been  corrupted,  juries  yet  maintained 
their  virtue  and  their  independence.  In  the  days 
cf  CromwtU,  he  twice  sent  a  satirist  upon  his  go- 
■vernnicnt  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  who  sat  where  the 
jury  then  did.  The  scafTold  on  which  the  blood 
of  the  Monarch  v/as  shed,  was  still  in  their  view. 
The  clashing  of  the  bayonets  which  turned  out 
the  Parliament,  were  within  heir  hearing,  yet  they 
maintained  their  integrity,  and  twice  did  they  send 
Jiis  Attorney  General  out  of  Court  with  disgrace 
and  defeat." 

Tlje  Attorney-General  replied  to  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  M'intosh.  Lord  F.llenborough  shortly  ad- 
dressed the  Jury,  who,  after  consulting  together 
for  the  space  oi  a  minute,  pronounced  the  defen- 
dant Guilty.  The  trial  lasted  seven  hours. — .^ 
Correct  Report  of  this  Trial,  -will  be  given,  at  length,  in 
iur  Supplement  to  Vi>l.  Ill, 

PARLIAMENTARY    MINUTES, 
Thursday,   Feb.    17, — Lords. — Bank    Restriction 
Bill  read  a  first  time. 
Fridajf  Feb,  iZ, — Lop.DS. — A  second  Report  was 


made  from  the  committee  appointee!  to  re-examine 
the  Lists  delivered  in,  of  Peers  to  form  the  Board 
of  East  India  Judicature. — Lord  Pelham  moved  for 
the  production  of  an  account  of  the  outstanding 
Exchequer  Bills,  &c.  at  certain  periods  about  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war. 

Saturday,  Feh,  19. — CoKMONs. — The  Speaker 
took  the  chsir  at  §  past  three  ;  106  members  were 
present,  and  the  House  proceeded  to  a  ballot  for  a 
committee  to  try  tht  merit  of  certain  contested 
elections,  but  only  43  qualified  members  were 
found.  The  House  was  then  moved  to  adjotirn  to 
Monday,  but  previously  to  the  adjournment,  Mr. 
Addington  said,  that  there  was  a  necessity  to  have 
recourse  to  the  power  vested  in  the  House,  by  the 
Act  of  the  36th  of  his  present  Majesty,  to  order  an 
immediate  call.  After  moving  the  reading  of  the 
proceedings  of  April  28, 1797,  which  were  read  ac- 
cordingly, he  then  moved,  that  the  House  should 
be  called  on  Monday,  and  the  names  of  all  those 
members  v^dio  did  not  attend  should  be  set  aside 
for  consideration  on  a  future  day,  when  on  sulTi- 
cient  excuses  not  being  given,  the  members  so  un- 
excused  should  be  taken  into  custody  by  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms. 

Monday,  Fch.  22. — LoRDs. — Pursuant  to  the  or- 
ders on  A  former  day,  the  following  accounts  were 
laid  before  the  House,  viz.  An  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  Bank  notes  in  circulation  on  the  25th  day 
of  every  month  in  the  last  year,  ending  the  2jth  of 
of  Jan.  1803  inclusive  ;  also  the  number  in  circu- 
lation on  the  rst  day  of  June,  Aug.  Oct.  1802,  and 
ist.  of  Feb.  1803,  distinguishing  those  under  5  1. — 
An  account  of  the  standard  prices  of  Bullion  at 
dilTerent  periods  of  the  last  year. —  An  account  of 
the  produce  of  the  coirsolidated  fund,  with  the 
sums  chargeable  thereon. 

CoiMMONs. — A  call  of  the  House  took  place  pur- 
suant to  notice.  ?vlr.  Addington  made  the  usual 
mt)tions  in  cases  of  a  call  of  the  House,  for  taking 
absent  members  into  custody,  &c.;  and  also 
moved  that  such  members  as  were  serving  upon 
comm-ttees,  should  be  exempted  from  the  eil'ccts 
of  non-attendance  in  consequence  of  the  call  of 
the  House. — The  Sheriffs  of  London  presented  a 
petition  from  the  corporation  of  London,  setting 
forth  that  Bethlem  Hospital  was  in  a  ruinous 
state,  and  praying  that  it  might  be  taken  down 
and  a  new  building  erected  in  its  stead.  The 
House  ballotted  for  a  committee  to  try  the  peti- 
tion against  the  election  for  Coventry,  and  also  for 
Bridgcwater. — SirW.  Elford  moved  "  that  a  select 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Marshall,  and  into  other 
circumstances  connected  with  his  removal." — As 
this  motion  was  not  seconded,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  other  business. — The  Bill  for  disqualifying 
Revenue  Ofiicers  in  Ireland  from  voting  at  Elec- 
tions was  redd  a  second  time. — Petitions  were  pre- 
sented from  the  merchants  of  Grenida  praying 
for  pecuniary  aid  ;  from  the  Corporation  of  Bris- 
tol, for  the  repair  of  the  Harbour  of  that  City  ;  and 
from  the  Shoe-makers,  Sadlets,  and  other  Manu- 
factures of  leather,  praying  that  the  laws  relative 
to  lire  dressing  of  skins,  should  extend  I5  miles 
round  London. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  22. — LoRDS. — The  Duke  of  Mon- 
trose moved  an  address  to  his  Majesty  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  providential  escape  from  the  machi- 
nation of  designing  traitors.  The  motion  was  se- 
conded by  Earl  Camden  ;  the  address  was  then 
read,  and  passed /?f»;w//!s.  (For  the  tenor  of  the 
address,  see  proceedings  of  the  Commons.) — Cer- 
tain accounts  from  the  Bank,  relative  to  the  Bank 
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Restriction  Bill  were  presented. — Bank  restriction 
Bill  read  a  second  limc. 

Commons. — Bill  for  erecting  a  New  Poor-house 
in  the  Parish  of  St.  Pancras,  read  a  first  time  — 
Lord  Euston  moved,  '<  I'liat  an  humhle  Address 
"  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  olTering  to  his  Ma- 
"  jesty  our  mo-n  heait-feit  congratulations  upon 
"  the  detection  and  frustrating  of  one  of  thenidst 
"  detestable  Plots  that  the  wickedness  of  mis- 
"  guided  individuals  could  conspire  to  imagine. 
*'  A  conspiracy,  that  wiiilst  it  afForded  additional 
*'  proofs  of  the  mischiefs  of  those  detestable  prin- 
"  ciplcs,  was  equally  destructive  of  ail  practical, 
"  moral,  civil,  and  religious  liberty  :  that  his 
"  Majesty's  faithful  Commons,  feeling  sincerely 
'*  the  importance  of  this  discovery,  hasten  to  a?- 
*'  sure  his  Majesty,  as  well,  in  their  own  name  as 
"  in  that  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
^*  that  they  aie  determined  to  support  with  their 
"  lives  and  all  that  is  dear  to  them,  the  Govern- 
"  ment  and  Constitution,  firm  and  unchanged,  to 
*'  the  latest  posterity." — Lord  Boyle  seconded  the 
n;otion.— Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
regulate  the  process  in  the  Irish  Courts  of  Law, 
and  assimilate  them  to  those  of  England. — Mr. 
Alexander  broirght  up  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Expiring  Laws. — The  Militia  Training 
Bill  passed  through  a  Committe. —  Dublin  Royal 
Canal  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

FrO!H  the  London  Gazette,  Fib.  19,  1803. —  At  the 
Court  at  St.  James's,  the  r6th  of  Feb.  1S03,  pre- 
sent, the  King's  M(jst  Excellent  Majesty  in  Coun- 
cil— This  day  the  Right  Hon.  John  Hiley  At]-^ 
dington,  was,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  sworn  of 
his  Majesty's  most  Hon.  Privy  Council,  and  took 
his  place  at  the  Board  accordingly. — His  Majesty 
jtr  Council  was  this  dav  pleased  to  appoint. — J. 
W.  Commeren,  ot  Strood,  Esq.  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Sussex,  instead  of  W.  Margesson,  of 
OfTington,  Esq — H.  E,  Boates,  of  Rose-Hill,  Esq. 
to  be  SherifTof  the  County  of  Denbigh,  instead  of 
Lord  W.  Beaucleikjof  Bathafern  Park. — J.  Forbes, 
of  Ofnbodig,  Esq.  to  be  Shcrifl'  of  the  County  of 
Merioneth,  instead  of  H.  O.  Hatchet,  of  Carryga- 
deil,  Esq. 

This  day  Mr.  De  Lima,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  had  an  audi- 
en(  e  of  leave  of  his  Majesty. — And  the  Clievaiier 
De  Soussa  Coutinho,  his  successor  in  the  same 
character,  had  a  private  audiepce  of  His  JVIatjesty, 
to  deliver  his  credentials. 

St.  James's,  Feb.  16,  I§o;- — Ceremonial  of  the  Kmg'it- 
hood  and  Im;estitu>e  of  MnjOrGfHeral,  J'Am  Frances  C<a- 
dork,  Kii'ght  of  the  Moit  Honourable  Alilitary  Order  of 
the  Bat/i. —  The  Knights,  and  the  Oflicers  of  the 
Order,  attended  in  the  Privy  Chamber  in  their  Man- 
tles, Collars,  ice.  and  proceeded  from  thence,  after 
tlje  Levee,  jnto  the  Sovereign's  presence.-— Then, 
by  his  Majesty's  command,  Major-General  John 
Francis  Cradock  was  intioduced  into  the  presence 
between  Sir  Hector  Mumo  and  Sir  William  Faw- 
cett,  preceded  by  tire  Register  and  Secretary. — 
I'iie  Sword  of  Stale  was  thereupon  delivered  to  the 
Sovereign  by  Sir 'W^iiliam  Hamilton,  and  Major- 
General  John  Francis  Cradock,  kneeling,  was 
knighted  therewith.  Then  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York,  the  senior  Knight,  presented  th? 
Ribbon  and  Badge  to  the  Sovereign,  and  his  Ma- 
jesty put  theni  over  the  new  Knight's  right  shoul- 
der, who,  being  thus  invested,  had  the  honour  to 
kiss  the  Sovereign's  hand. — ^This  ceremony  was 
perti  rmed  in  liis  Majesty's  cloict,  several  of  the 
great  officers  of  :he  cour'j  and  Foreign  Itjinisters 
Wing  pr^stnt. 


DOMESTIC    OFFICIAT,    PAPER. 

Sentence  of  the  Court  Royal  of  Jersey,  against  tivo  Prin- 
ters of  that  Island,  for  having  cofied  Paragrafh^  from 
the  London  Papers,  reflecting  upon  the  Frejich  Go- 
"Vernmenl. 

Actions  having  been  commenced,  by  the  King's 
Attorney-General,  against  jean  Stead  and  l^h. 
Mourant,  and  they  being  ordered  to  take  their  trial 
upon  a  representation  of  the  said  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, stating,  that  the  newspaper,  printed  weekly 
by  the  said  Jean  Stead,  and  entitled  Ga-x.ette  de 
Jersey,  and  the  newspaper  also  printed  weekly, 
entitled  La  Gaz.ette  de  I' Isle  de  Jersey,  by  Ph. 
Mourant,  had  for  some  time  past,  contained 
observations  and  reflexions  ii,jurious  to  the  French 
Government,  and  tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
friendship  subsisting  between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  French  Republic  : 

And  the  said  Jean  Stead  and  Ph.  Mourant  hav- 
ing been  heard,  by  their  counsel,  it  does  appear 
that  the  olTensive  articles,  printed  by  the  above- 
mentioned  persons,  which  gave  rise  to  the  prose- 
cution, have  been  extracted  from  the  newspapers 
printed  at  London,  and  that  neither  the  dctena- 
ants  nor  any  persons  employed  by  them,  had  writ- 
ten any  ot  the  objectionable  paragraphs  :  Not- 
withstanding which,  the  Court  conceive  it  to  be 
their  duty,  to  declare  their  entire  disapprobation 
of  every  species  of  injury  or  insult  against  the 
constituted  auihorities  of  established  and  acknow- 
ledged governments  ;  and,  furthermore,  they  en- 
join the  said  editors,  for  thi  future,  te  insert  no- 
thing in  their  Journals,  in  any  degree  tending  to 
distill  b  the  good  understanding  .nibsisting  between 
the  inhabitants  of  this  island  and  the  countries 
with  v/hich  His  Britannic    Majesty   is   at  peace. 

Jean  n  f.  V  e  u  l  l  e  ,  Clerk  of  the  said  Court, 
Given  this  bth  djy  of  Feb.  in  the  year  1803. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
In  a  week  so  abundant  in  important  po- 
litical occurrences,  we  must  lament  that 
mdisponiio7i  should  prevent  us  from  contri- 
buting our  mite  of  information.  We  can- 
not, however,  refrain  from  saying  a  few- 
words  on  two  or  three  topics  :  and  lirst,  on 
\.h.&  execution  cf  the  traitors.  While  the  fste 
of  these  men  was  pending,  while  it  was 
possible  that  any  thing  said  by  us  might, 
though  in  the  slightest  and  most  distant 
manner,  alFect  their  lives,  we  uttered  not  .3 
.syllable  with  respect  to  them,  even  when 
we  heard  their  pardon  demanded,  in  no 
very  inaudible  and  unintelligible  terms, 
and  in  more  t}ian  one  of  llie  daily  papers^ 
Now,  however,  wc  thinU  it  our  right  and 
our  duty  to  express  a  sincere  satisfaction, 
not  that  seven  men  have  been  put  to  death, 
not  even  that  seven  traitors  have  suffered 
the  punishment  due  to  their  crime,  but  that, 
in  this  example,  a  rainpart  has  been  formed 
round  the  sacred  person  of  our  sovereign, 
whose  precious  life  has  been  heretofore  s(> 
often  attempted  with  audacious  impunity, 
— -To  all,  and  to  every  one,  concerned  in 
this  most  important  transaction  ;  to  those 
who  detected  the  crime,  thobc  \yho  brouoht 
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the  criminals  to  justice,  those  who  con- 
demned (hem,  those  who  ordered  their  exe- 
cution, and  to  those  who  fulfilled  the  dread- 
ful behests  of  the  law  j  to  all,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  ministry,  great  and  unqualified 
praise  is  due.  To  say  that  they  have  done 
no  more  than  their  duty,  is,  indeed,  to  say 
(he  truth  ;  but,  it  was  a  most  arduous  duty  ; 
it  was  one,  on  the  due  performance  of 
which,  the  very  existence  of  the  Monarch 
and  the  INIonarthy  depended;  it  was  a  duty 
that  some  men  would  not  have  performed  ; 
the  ministers  have  performed  it,  and  they 
are  entitled  to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the 
country. — It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  three 
out  of  these  seven  traitors  were  of  that 
misciiievous  plotting  sect,  denominated 
Methodhts.  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  (brother  of 
Sir  Richard  Hill)  has,  it  seems,  thought  pro- 
per publicly  to  deny,  that  any  of  these  trai- 
lers belonged  to  h'n  flock,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  inform  tlie  world,  that  he  is  a  regu- 
larly ordained  clergyman,  and  no  7fietboiIist. 
We  cry  the  Rev.  Gentleman's  mercy,  for  we 
really  took  him  to  be  that  very  same  person, 
who  is  to  be  heard  bawling,  fbr  hours,  at  a 
stretch,  every  Sunday  night,  in  a  large 
round-a-bout  meeting-house,  at  the  foot  of 
Black  Friar's  Bridge.  Be  this  fact  as  it  may, 
{he  traitors  were  mefhodists,  and  had  a 
♦'  teacher"  of  that  sect  to  attend  them  in 
their  last  moments.  Despard  appears  to 
have  been  a  settled  atheist ;  so  that,  of  those 
who  had  any  sense  of  religion,  of  any  sort, 
the  methodists  made  exactly  one;  half :  no 
bad  criterion  of  the  hyaJty  of  those  dark  and 
dangerous  fanatics,  who  are,  by  means  of  a 
system  of  affiliation  the  most  complete  that 
ever  was  imagined,  extending  their  princi- 
ples into  the  bosom  of  every  poor-man's  fa- 
mily in  the  kingdom.  At  the  very  out-set 
of  our  labours,  we  thought  it  our  duty  (See 
Vol.  I.  p.  1/6)  to  caution  the  rich  and  the 
well-informed  against  inadvertantly  lending 
their  aid  to  the  artful  leaders  of  this  sect, 
who,  under  the  specious  guise  of  humanity, 
were  endeavouring  to  root  out  from  amongst 
the  common  people,  all  those  rural  and  ath- 
letic sports,  which  were  so  well  calculated  to 
instil  into  their  minds  honour,  generosity, 
and  a  love  of  glory.  We  compared  these 
puritans  of  the  present  day  to  those  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  1.  and  we  concluded  by  la- 
menting, that  "  too  many  of  the  rulers  of 
*'  this  land  are  now  hunting  the  common 
*'  people  from  every  scene  of  diversion,  and 
"  driving  them  to  a  club  or  a  conventicle,  at 
"  the  former  of  which  they  suck  in  the  de- 
"  licious  rudiments  of  earthly  equality,  and. 


"  at  the  latter,  the  no  less  delicious  doctrine, 
*'  that  there  is  no  laiuful  king  but  kmg  Je- 
"  sus." — Mr.  Polwhele,  to  whom  the  coun- 
try is  very  much  indebted,  has,  in  his  anec- 
dotes of  methodism,  given  some  most  shock- 
ing proofs  of  the  bloody-mindedness  of  these 
people;  and,  if  there  be  a  subject,  which, 
above  all  others,  demands  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  Parliament,  it  is  that  of  the  me- 
thodistical  affiliation,  which,  as  we  have  just 
observed,  is  extending  its  baleful  influence 
into  every  cottage  in  the  kingdom,  implant- 
ing, wlierevtr  it  goes,  a  rooted  enmity  to  the 
Church  and  the  Slate. 

Of  Ms.  PELTiER'b  trial  we  have  much  to 
say  hereafter.  In  the  mean  time  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  Mr.  M'Intosh's 
speech  (p.  277);  and  if  he  pays  attention  to 
the  passages,  which  we  have  marked  by 
Italick  characters,  he  will  readily  conceive, 
that  it  will  not  pass  without  comment 
from  us. 

But  our  readers  will  find,  by  a  reference 
to  page  2S6,  that  Mr.  Peltier  is  not  the 
only  gentleman  who  has,  already,  been  pro- 
secuted for  libels,  by  order  ot  Buonaparte. 
We  this  morning  received,  from  our  cor- 
respondent at  Jersey,  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  Royal  of  Jersey  against  two  printers 
of  that  Island,  for  having  copied  para- 
graphs from  the  London  papers,  reflecting 
Upon  the  French  Government.  We  shall 
present  our  readers  with  some  observations 
on   this  interesting  subject  in  our  next. 

From  the  information,  which  we  have 
received,  within  this  day  or  two,  we  should 
not  be  at  all  surprized,  if  the  '^  .wj/c  politi- 
cians" were  upon  the  eve  of  making  some 
other  sacrifice  to  the  preservation  of  peace  j 
for,  as  to  their  going  to  war,  the  thing  is 
absolutely  out  of  the  question.  They 
know,  that  the  country  would  not  leave  a 
war  in  their  hands  for  a  single  hour;  and^ 
they  are  firmly  resolved  to  keep  their 
places. 


NOTICES. 

The  Letter  to  Lord  St.  Vincent  will  ap- 
pear next  wee'K. — A  Long  Article  (rom  "An  En- 
glishman'' lias  not  yet  be;n  read ;  but  shdll  be 
attended  to  in  a  few  days. 

A  Correspondent,  who  has  been  so  good  as  to 
point  out  to  us  certain  parts  of  wh^t  he  happily 
enough  calls  Mr.  M'Intosh's  "  inviiciile  speech,'^ 
may  be  assured  that  we  shall  not  overlook  them. 
We  do,  indeed,  intend  to  take  the  liberty,  next 
week,  of  addressing  a  letter  to  Mr.  M'Intosh  on 
this  subject.  In  the  mean  time  we  would  beg 
leave  to  caution  the  Morning  Post  to  be  moderate 
in  its  puffs ;  for,  the  higher  a  thing  rises  the  lower 
It  may  possibly  fall. 

.  LONDONy 


LONDONy  February  26  to  March  5,  1803. 


261)] 

TO   JAMES   MAC   INTOSH,    ESQ. 

Sir, — The  trial  of  Mr.  Peltier,  on 
ivhich  public  expectation  has  dwelt  lor  so 
long  a  time,  has,  at  last,  terminated  in  a 
uinnner  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  every  man, 
\\  ho  entertains  a  just  dread  of  the  all-de- 
vouring intluence  of  France,  To  say,  that 
you  could  have  prevented  the  conviction, 
would,  perhaps,  be  going  too  far.  It  is, 
generally  speaking,  very  unreasonable  to 
blame  an  advocate  lor  the  loss  ot  a  cause  ; 
but,  when  that  advocate  is  praised,  when 
his  defence  is  publicly  extolled  as  the  most 
able  that  a  court  and  jury  ever  listened  to, 
such  praise,  if  suffered  to  pass  unquestion- 
ed, operates  as  an  additional  accusation 
against  the  person  whom  it  could  not  pre- 
serve, and  as  a  strong  presumptive  proof  of 
the  fair  and  honourable  motives  of  his  pro- 
secutor; to  a  juridical  condemnation  it 
does,  in  fact,  add  a  condemnation  by  the 
voice  of  the  world.  With  a  hope  of  being 
able  to  artbrd  Mr.  Peltier  some  little 
shelter  against  this  latter  species  of  con- 
demnation, I  have  now  taken  up  the  pen. 

But,  before  1  proceed  to  an  examination 
of  your  defence,  it  is  proper  to  citesomeof 
the  encomiastic  publications,  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  At  the  head  of  your  speech, 
as  given  in  the  Morning  Post,  and  as  copied, 
verbatim,  by  me,  were  the  following  vvords: 
-"  Mr,  Mac  Intosh  made  a  speech  of  three 
"  hours,  which  for  eloquence,  feeling,  ex- 
"  tent,  and  variety  oi  information,  inge- 
*'  nuity,  and  depth  of  argument,  was  equal 
*'  to  any  thing  that  the  court  has  ever 
"  witnessed.  The  following  out-line  con- 
*'  veys  nearly  all  that  was  material  to  Mr. 
"  Peltier's  case." — At  the  end  of  the  speech 
were  these  words  ; — "  The  learned  counsel 
"  concluded  his  speech,  which  lasted  for 
"  three  hours.  We  confess  our  inability  " 
("modest  people  IJ  "  even  to  give  a  just 
"  character  of  it.  For  profound  and  exten- 
*'  sive  political  knowledge  it  was  superior 
"  to  any  we  ever  heard  in  Westminster 
"  Hall,  It  was  truly  a  torrent  of  eloquence, 
"  which  seized  the  hearers,  and  bore  them 
*'  away  with  its  impetuosity." — Then  again, 
in  the  same  print,  of  the  24th  instant : — 
"  The  speech  of  Mr.  Mac  Intosh,  on  Mr. 
*'  Peltier's  trial,  is  a  theme  of  admiration 

Vol.  III. 


[2Q0 

"  in  all  companies.  So  much  information, 
"  elocjuence,  and  reasoning,  have  seldom 
"  been  displayed  in  a  court  of  law." — The 
True  Briton  of  the  2  5i;h  instant  has  the  fol- 
lowing : — "  The  neat  speech  of  Mr.  Mac 
"  intosh  was  so  distinguidied  by  genius, 
"  knowledge,  and  eloquence,  that  it  will 
"  be  his  own  fault  if  he  does  not  rise  to  tlx 
"  highest  distinction  nt  the  En  oil  sh  bar.'" — More 
is  useless,  or  I  could  add  half  a  score  other 
of  the  jnost  disgusting  puffs  that  ever  dis- 
graced even  the  columns  of  the  London 
newspapers. 

Now,  Sir,  1  have  read  this  speech  with 
very  great  attention;  and,  without  having 
the  presumption  to  attempt  what  the  Morn- 
ing Po-,t  (which  has  the  advantage  of  be- 
longing to-  a  near  relation  of  yours')  has  openly 
confessed  its  inability  to  do;  without  sup- 
posing myself  able  to  describe,  with  suitable 
sublimity,  that  which  is  here  represented 
as  having  blinded  the  world  with  its  bril- 
liancy, I  shall,  nevertheless,  venture  to  ap- 
proach it,  to  look  into  its  several  parts,  and 
to  determine  for  myself  what  it  really  and 
truly  possesses,  whether  of  merit  or  olT 
defect.  And  here,  I  think  it  necessary  to 
premise,  that  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound  to 
consider  it  as  an  historical  sketch  of  tho 
balance  of  power,  nor  as  a  treatise  on  trade 
and  commerce,  nor  as  a  lecture  on  meta- 
physics, nor  as  a  general  eulogium  on  the 
typographical  art,  nor,  in  short,  as  anything 
but  that  which  it  professes  to  be,  and  which 
it  ought  to  have  been,  a  defence  of  Mr. 
Peltier  against  the  charges  alleged  in 
the  information.  Viewing  it  in  this  light, 
and  in  this  light  only,  there  are  four  distinct 
points,  which  present  themselves  for  exami- 
nation. The  defence  is  to  be  consideiecl 
relative,  i.  To  the  general  character  of 
your  cause  and  of  your  client;  2.  To  the 
precedents  on  which  the  prosecution  was 
founded;  3.  To  the  principle  which  gave 
rise  to  those  precedents ;  and,  4,  To  the 
a{)plication  of  that  principle  to  the  present 
case. 

I.  As  to  the  general  character  of  your 
cause  and  of  your  client. — It  ai'pears  to  me. 
Sir,  that  the  first  object  01'  an  advocate 
ought  to  be,  to  give  to  the  jury,  if  possible, 
a  prepossession   in  favour,  not  only  oi  his 
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cau^e,  but  also  of  the  general  character  and 
conduct  of  hi:^  client.  If  the  case  be  so 
desperate  as  to  render  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object  utlerlv  impossible,  it  is,  tlien, 
wise  to  refrain  from  attempting  it ;  but,  in 
no  case,  however  palpably  bad,  and  how- 
ever heinous  the  crime,  can  it,  in  my 
opinion,  be  proper  to  make  any  admissions 
of  a  contrary  tendency.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple, which  I  have  never  heard  controvert- 
ed, it  is,  that  I  cannot  applaud  the  opening 
of  your  defence. 

After  a  high  euloj^ium  on  that  intrepidity, 
by    which   the  British  Bar   had    been   dis- 
tinguished,  and  of  which   intrepidity  you 
■were,  one  would  liave  hoped,  about  to  give 
so  striking  and  memorable  an  instance,  you 
began  vour  defence  of  Mr.  Peltier   with 
an  ili-boding  acknowledgment  of  the    nu- 
merous difficulties^     which   you  had    to   en- 
counter, and,   as  a  proof  of  your  sincerity, 
in  this  respect,  you  added   an   explicit  de 
claracion,   that  if  you  could  have   avoided 
these  difficulties,  you  would  not  ha\e  en- 
countered  them.     The  words  ascribed    to 
you  by  the  Morning  Post  are  these  : — "You 
*'  may,    indeed,    conceive  that  having  had 
'•  the    presumption    io  encounter  those  dif- 
*''•  ficuhhs^   I   have  no  title  to  indulgence  ni 
"  contending  with    them.      /    d'^d  nr-t   setk 
"  ihiWi,    but  having  uneyjifrtedh f^Ueti  in  zvith 
"  than,    I   will   not    now    turn   my  back  on 
*'-  them  :    h.ere  I   four.d    them,    and  here   I 
"  will  meet  and  engage   them  wilh   every 
"  exertion   of  whatever  power   I    possess. 
**'  Acting    rn   these   principles,    before  an 
*'  Engli-h  jury,    I  am  sure  that  if  my  feel- 
"  ings  shall,  in  any  instance,  betray  me  into 
*'  any  excessive  warmth,  my  client  will  not 
'*  suffer  for  my  error.     He   im/:osed  on    me 
*'  the  trust  of  his  defence,  and    /  c  idd  r,:t 
*'  decline  it.''"'       Which    was,     certaiidy,     as 
much  as  to  say,   that  you  would  have   de- 
clined it  if  you  could.     It  is  common,   I  be- 
lieve,  for   advocates,     v  ho   are,     either  ex 
ojFir/oor  otlierwise,  charged  with  the  defence 
of  persons,    who  ore  accused  of  what  the 
Jaw  justly  calls  infamous  and  horrid  crimes, 
and   whose   guilt   is   manifest;     it    may    be 
common,  in  such  cases,  which  seem  to  com- 
municate  a  sort  of  contamination  to   every 
one  at  all  concerned  in  them,    to  apologize 
to  the  court  and  jury  for  having  undertaken 
the  cause.     Even   this,   however,    does  not 
seem  to  be  cjuite  just;   for,  every  man  is,   in 
a  c(jurt  of  justice,  to  be  presumed  innocent, 
until  he   is   legally  found,   and   declared    to 
be,   guilty;   and,   if  this  presumption  ought 
lo  exist,  m  lull  force,  in  the  minds  of  others, 
nothing    surely  ought  to  be  said  to  impair  it 
l-,v   tlie   sworn    defender  of  the   jieron    ac- 
cused.    But,   whatever  excuse   there  may 


be  for  the  timidity  of  advocates  engaged  in 
causes  of  this  sort,  it  will  not,  I  am  certain, 
by  any  man  of  sense,  be  found  applicable 
to  that  of  Mr.  Peltier  ;  yet,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  imagine,  how  you  could  have 
been  more  shy,  how  you  could  have  dis- 
owned a  cause  more  explicitly,  how  you 
could  have  testified  greater  anxiety  to 
a;;oIogize  for  the  defence  you  were  about 
to  make,  if  your  client  had  stood  charged, 
on  the  clearest  evidence,  of  the  blackest, 
the  foulest,  the  most  detestable  and  most 
horrid  of  crimes.  The  defender  of  Despard 
himself  could  not  have  exhibited  stronger 
marks  of  con;xious  disgrace.  You  "  did 
"  not  seek  "  the  cause,  it  was  "  imposed  " 
on  you,  and  you  "  could  not  decline  it." 
Suppose  this  to  be  true.  It  is  tlie  business 
of  an  advocate  to  defend  causes  which  he 
docs  not  seek;  and,  indeed,  though  I  will 
not,  with  the  ill  natured  Dean,  compare  a 
brief  hunting  lawyer  to 'a  street-walking 
beauty,  I  must  avow  my  belief,  that  a 
lawyer  of  worth  will  be  almost  as  reluctant 
as  a  woman  of  virtue  to  make  the  fir  t  ad- 
vance. With  regard  to  the  liberty,  which 
a  practising  advocate  has  of  refusing  to 
undertake  a  cause,  there  may  be  some  dif- 
ference of  opinion  ;  but,  when  once  he  has 
undertaken  it,  whether  from  friendship, 
from  interest,  or  flrom  a  sense  of  the  obliga- 
tion imposed  on  him  by  h;s  profession,  he 
is  by  no  means  at  liberty  to  injure  it,  in 
any  manner,  or  for  any  purpose  whateve-r, 
particularly  for  that  of  gratifying  any  feel- 
ings of  his  own.  It  is,  indeed,  possible  to 
suppo.ie  a  case  of  absolute  Jcrce.  We  have 
all  heard  of  an  admiral,  wdio,  being  in  great 
need  of  a  court  of  vice-admiralty,  sent  out 
his  cruizers,  actually  captured  a  judge  upon 
the  high  seas,  brought  him  in,  and  set  him 
instantly  to  the  glorious  vvi^rk  of  adjudica- 
tion. Compulsion  like  this  might  justiiy 
un  apology  on  the  part  of  the  learned  per- 
son here  spoken  o'",  just  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  a  presseU-uian  always  thiidis  him- 
self at  liberty  to  desert  ;  but,  I  know  of 
nothing  short  of  the  use  compulsion,  of 
actual  physical  force,  or,  at  least,  of  a 
threat  against  life  or  limb,  that  can  pos-ibly 
justify  an  advocate  in  disowning  a  cause 
which  he  has  once  undertaken. — Very  dif- 
ferent, however,  very  diflerent  indeed,  was 
the  situation,  in  which  you  stood,  with  re- 
gard to  the  cause  of  Mr.  Peltier.  You 
will,  doubtless,  anticipate  what  I  am  now 
going  to  say,  and  1  assure  you  I  feel  no 
other  pleasure  in  sa)  ing  it,  than  that  which 
arises  from  an  act  of  justice  done  towards 
an  injured  and  oppressed  individual. — You 
culd  h.ave  declined  the  defence  of  Mr. 
Peltiek  ;  it  v,as72C'/ IMPOSED  on  you:  nay, 
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Sir,  you  did  seeh  this  defence,  you  did  ac- 
tually ask  for  it,  you  did  earnestly  solicit  to 
be  em[tl()yed  by  the  very  person  whom  you 
represented  as  having  imfiosed  his  defence 
upon  you  in  such  a  way  that  yoji  could  not 
decline  it !  Nor  was  thL-;  application  made, 
on  your  part,  in  a  manner  easily  to  be  for- 
gotten. It  was  by  letter,  by  a  letter  written 
with  your  own  hand,  and  in  your  own  name, 
that  you  asked  for  this  cause;  and,'  lest  the 
application  to  Mr.  Peltier  (to  whom 
you  were  an  utter  stranger),  should  fail  of 
success,  you  backed  it  by  another  letter  to 
Mr.  Dulau,  of  Soho  Square,  tiirough 
whom  you  obtained  an  introduction  to  your 
intended  client.  Mr.  Peltier  had  never 
known  you;  I  do  not  believe  that  he  had 
ever  heard  of  you  ;  you  took  him  totally  by 
surprize;  you  fastened  on  him  in  a  way 
that  rendered  it  next  to  impossible  for  him 
to  disentangle  himself:  in  short,  th.e  very 
reverse  of  your  statement  is  true  :  you  sought 
the  defei>ee  of  Mr.  Peltier,  you  i/njiosed  your- 
self  on  him,  and  he  could  not,  without  ab- 
solute rudeness,  decline  your  officious  in- 
terference ! 

Having  thought  it  right  to  begin  your 
defence  with  an  apology  for  undertaking 
il,  the  general  character  and  leading  prin- 
ciples of  your  ^lient  naturally  enough  pre- 
sented themselves  as  the  next  objects  of 
degradation.  Accordingly  you  rej^resent 
Mr.  Peltier  as  the  publisher  of  an  "  oi- 
"  setae  journal."  You  call  him  "  a  /.oor, 
'■^  proscribed^  French  emigrant;"  a  person  in 
*'  a  state  of  dejmidence  and  destitution  ;"  an 
"  unfortunate  stranger;^''  a  "  'vjeak^  deftncele:s 
*'  fugitive.'''' — Is  this  the  way.  Sir,  for  an 
advocate  to  maintain  the  character  of  his 
client  ?  Was  this  a  likely  way  to  elface  the 
imputations  cast  on  Mk.  Peltier  by  the 
charges  of  the  information  ?  Was  this  pic- 
ture a  true  one  ?  Was  your  client  so  poor, 
so  mean,  so  wretched  a  caitiffas  to  have  no 
hope  but  what  was  built  on  compassion,  on 
that  most  weak  and  most  short-lived  of  all 
the  feelings  of  the  human  breast?  Mr. 
Peltier,  is  no  stranger,  Sir,  in  England; 
no,  nor  in  any  other  country  where  litera- 
ture is  known.  Mr.  Peltier  is  not  so 
much  a  stranger  in  England  as  you  are,  Sir; 
and,  as  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  there  is  not 
a  day,  when  he  is  not  spoken  of  witii  ad- 
miration by  thousands  upon  thousands,  who 
never  have  heard,  and  never  will  hear,  the 
name  of  Mac  Intosh  pronounced.  Mr. 
Peltier  was  amongst  the  very  first  to  op- 
pose the  destructive  principles  of  the  French 
revolution,  and,  had  there  been  only  a  few 
such  men,  a  very  small  number,  tliose  prin- 
ciples never  would  have  prevailed.  Brissot, 
in  speaking  of  the  yl::es  de:  An6:fes    {on<i   of 


the  first  of  Mr.  Peltier's  works),  declared 
that  it  had  done  more  harm  to  the  repub- 
lican cause  than  ail  the  armies  of  the  allies. 
This  gentleman  had,  at  the  moment  whcu 
he  honoured  you  with  his  defence,  been 
fifteen  years  engaged,  most  earnestly  en- 
gaged, without  an  hour's  relaxation  or  re- 
pose, in  the  cause  of  royalty  against  re- 
pablicanism,  of  social  order  against  anarchy, 
of  religion  against  blasphcniy.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  these  his  mo^t  laudable  endeavours 
he  had  written,  translated,  and  compiled, 
nearly  a  hundred  octavo  volumes,  every 
{lai  t  of  wliich  had  had  an  immense  circula- 
tion, and  the  whole  must  have  produced  in 
the  world  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
effect,  which  has  obtained,  for  this  country, 
a  respite,  at  least,  bora  destruction,  l4e 
attacked  the  revolutionary  monster  with 
e\'erv  species  of  weapon,  reason,  eloquence, 
arid  ridicule.  That  this  last  is  not  usually 
the  least  edicacious  has  been  but  too  amply 
proved  by  Voltaire,  who  employed  it  as 
succe-.sfuliy  for  a  bad  purpose  as  Mr.  Peltier 
has  done  ibr  a  good  one.  In  the  use  of 
this  weapon  the  latter  has  been  particularly 
happy,  and,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  millions 
of  pleasantries,  he  never  has,  notwith- 
standing the  great  haste  in  which  many  of 
his  pieces  must  have  passed  from  his  pen 
to  the  public  eve  ;  he  never  has,  in  all  his 
voluminous  writings  let  fall  one  sentence 
calculated  to  encourage  or  to  excuse  vice 
of  aiW  sort :  his  wit  has  always  been  held 
in  due  subordination  to  \irtue  and  religion. 
A.S  a  striking  and  most  honourable  proof 
of  the  great  talents  and  sound  principles 
of  Mr.  Peltier,  I  shall  here  cite  the  tes- 
timonial given,  no  longer  ago  than  the  i6th 
instant,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Conde. — 
"  The  attachment  which  Mr.  Peltier  has 
"  constantly  shewn  in  his  writings,  to  the 
"  person  of  the  unfortunate  Lewis  the 
"  XVIth,  as  well  as  to  the  persons  of  his 
"  legitimate  successors;  his  zeal  and  his 
"  energy  in  defending,  from  thecommence- 
"  ment  of  the  revolution,  the  cause  of 
"  kings,  of  social  order,  and  the  true  con- 
"  stitution  of  France,  do  honour,  in  our 
"  opinion,  to  his  talents  and  his  courage, 
*'  and  entitle  him  to  peculiar  claiuis  on  the 
"  gratitude  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  :  for 
"  this  reason,  we  hereby  grant  him  the 
"  present  testimonial  ot  our  special  esteem, 
"  and  authorize  him  to  produce  it  where- 
"  ever  it  can  be  serviceable  to  him;  desir-- 
"  ing  that  those  persons  to  whom  it  shall 
"  he  presented,  will  consider  it  as  the  ex- 
"  pression  of  our  personal  regard  for  Mr. 
"  Peltier,  and  a  tribute  of  ju^tice  to  hi^ 
*'  tidehty  to  his  legitimate  sovereign,  as 
L  2 
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"  well  a^  to  the  ardour  of  liis  invariable 
*'  attachment  to  the  most  sacred  of  duties." 
— This  testimonal,  Sir,  you  had  inyour  posses- 
sion before  vou  went  into  court ;  it  vvas^per- 
haps,  in  your  pocket  at  the  very  moment  that 
you  were  representing  your  client  as  the 
most  wretched  of  mortals.  I  do  not  know 
how  you  may  value  a  testimonial  like  this : 
perhaps  not  very  highly  :  but,  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  every  man  unadulterated  by 
the  new-fangled  doctrines,  and  particularly 
every  sincere  royalist,  will  regard  it  as  an 
ho)iour,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  over- 
looked by  Mr.  Peltier's  advocate. — It  is 
not  the  Bourbon  -  only,  however,  who  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  Pki.tier.  He' 
has  laboured  w  the  cause  of  the  British  as 
well  as  that  of  the  French  monarchy. 
During  the  last  war  he  wrote  and  translated 
hundreds  of  pieces  for  the  government  here. 
He  was  the  ablest  as  well  as  the  most  faith- 
ful writer  which  that  government  ever  em- 
ployed, and  he  rendered  it  the  most  ef- 
fectual service.  One  of  his  last  acts  of  this 
sort  was,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  a  trans- 
lation of  that  famous  speech,  wherein  Mr. 
Pitt  described  the  character  of  t/ie  Child 
and  C/ianiJiion  ofjnccbinism^  and  which  speech, 
by  the  help  of  Mr,  Peltier,  was  sent,  in 
sprightly  and  elegant  French,  to  every  court 
in  Europe  !  And,  that  Mr.  Peltier  did  not 
render  these  services  merely  for  emolument, 
and  without  regard  to  principle,  you  might 
have  deduced  a  very  satisfactory  proof  from 
the  circumstances  of  his  prosecution  ;  ior, 
if  he  had  been  a  hireling,  he  would  have 
followed  the  tergiversations  of  government : 
he  would,  with  Lord  Hawkesbury,  have 
abused  •  and  libelled  Buonaparte  in  J  800, 
and,  with  the  same  '''•safe  politician,"  would 
have  sung  his  praises  in  1801.  Flad  he 
been  a  hireling,  he  would,  like  the  rest  of 
the  servile  scribblers,  of  whom  Mr.  George 
Rose  was  paymaster-general,  have  escaped 
the  fangs  of  the  law.  Kad  he  been  a 
downright,  steady,  thorough-paced  hireling, 
a  slave  without  a  will,  without  a  soul,  with- 
out a  thougiit  of  his  own  ;  had  he  been  one 
of  these  didionoured,  these  base,  these 
prostituted  mortals,  he  would  never  have 
been  prosecuted  by  the  British  government, 
which,  if  it  ever  happens  to  be  supported  by  a 
man  of  honour  and  independence,  seemscon- 
stantly  to  lie  in  wait  for  an  opportunity  to 
reward  him  with  some  special  mark  of  its  in- 
gratitude and  m.alice. — The^e,  amongstother 
things,  you  should  have  t(4d  the  court  and 
jury. — You  should  have  described  y  cur  client 
3S  he  really  was,  a  gentleman  of  high  repu- 
tation boih  public  and  private  ;  of  inex- 
haustible resources  of  rnind,  of  incredible 


facility  of  execution,  of  unwearied  industry, 
of  indexible  perseverance,  of  unshaken  in- 
tegrity, and  as  having  great  claims  of  gra- 
titude on  the  whole  civilized  world,  but 
particularly  on  England.  Inliead  of  de- 
scanting on  the  writings  of  the  Marquis' of 
Montrose,  of  Cowley,  and  of  God  knows 
who  besides,  you  might  have  occupied  a 
small  portion  of  the  '■  three  hoars"  in  a 
description  of  the  works  of  Mr.  Jt  an  Pel- 
tier. You  might  easily  have  shown,  that, 
from  the  year  1792  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
during  nine  of  the  moil  event  fid  years 
that  this  kingdom  ever  saw,  Mr.  Peltier 
was  constantly  employed  in  combatting 
our  enemies ;  that  his  pen  was  continual- 
ly upon  the  watch  to  unveil  the  thou- 
sands of  falsehoods  and  misrepresentations 
circulated  againil  us,  by  means  of  the 
French  press ;  that,  in  the  Welt  Indies,  and 
in  all  foreign  colonies  and.countries,  he  was 
our  great,  and  almost  our  only,  literary  de- 
fender; that,  with  respect  to  this  nation  it- 
self, he  was  ever  the  first  to  bring  to  light, 
and  to  expose  to  the  people,  the  treache- 
rous i)itentions  and  the  horrid  deeds  of  the 
republican  tyrants;  and,  in  short,  )ou 
might  safely  have  asserted,  that  to  the  ef- 
forts of  your  client,  more  than  to  those  of 
any  other  individual,  the  very  audience,  to 
whom  you  were  speaking,  owed  the  exist- 
ence of  that  liberty  which  they  yet  enjoyed. 
And  was  this  gentleman,  v/ho  has  resided 
so  manv  years  in  the  kingdom,  who,  besides 
his  having  married  an  English  lady,  has 
bound  us  tohim  by  somany  suchpowertuland 
such  honourable  ties  ;  was  this  gentleman, 
Sir,  to  be  represented  as  a  "  poor  delence- 
less  fugitive,"  as  an  "  unfortunate  sfra^iger,'-' 
as  the  writer  of  an  "  ohscuye  journal,"  as 
being  in  a  "  state  of  dependence  and  desti- 
tution,'"  as  something,  in  short,  very  little 
better  than  a  pauper,  whom  it  might,  'n\ 
fact,  be  a  charity  to  remove  from  his  mi- 
serable garret  to  a  good  warm  rent-free 
room  in  the  King's-bench  prison  ?  Was  tins 
the  light.  Sir,  in  which  to  exhibit  Mr,  Pel- 
tier ?  Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  making 
this  exhibition,  that  you  sought  his  acquaint- 
ance and  solicited  his  defence  ? 

Leaving  you,  Sir,  to  answer  these  ques- 
tions, I  should  now  proceed  to  consider 
your  speech  as  relative  to  the  merits,  of  the 
case  itself;  but,  when  you  perceive  the 
press  fif  other  important  matter,  with 
which  I  am  surrounded,  I  make  no  doubt 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  me 
for  postponing  this  part  o[  the  subject  till 
next  week.  In  the  mean  time,  I  remain 
your  most  obedient  servant, 
London,  2(i  Feb.  1803,  Wm.  Coebstt, 
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My  Lord, — In  my  last  letter,  (1)1  gave 
your  lordship  an  account  of  the  measures, 
which  have  already  taken  place,  with  i  e- 
spect  to  the  interests  of  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
cans, as  connected  with  the  cession  of  Loui- 
siana, and,  at  the  same  time,  I  endeavoured 
to  describe  the  feelings  excited  by  those 
measures,  reserving,  for  the  subject  of  the 
present'  letter,  the  remaining  two  points  ; 
to  wit  :  the  conduct  which  will  hereafter 
be  pursued  by  the  French,  together  with  the 
effect  thereof  on  the  Americans  ;  and,  the 
ultimate  consequences,  with  respect  to  the 
commerce,  the  navigation,  the  power,  and 
the  independence  of  England. 

To  you,  my  lord,  and  your  most  worthy 
colleagues,  whose  minds  seldom  wander  be- 
yond the  places  which  you  occupy,  and 
which  you  hope  to  occupy  to  the  termina- 
tion of  your  natural  lives ;  to  you,  whose 
travels  and  whose  topographical  knowledge 
extend  no  farther  than  to  Richmond  Park, 
or  thereabouts  ;  to  you,  or  to  that  wise 
man  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
thought  that  the  United  States  might  be 
annoyed  as  effectually  by  a  military  post  in 
St.  Domingo  as  by  a  similar  post  at  New 
Orleans  ;  to  such  near-sighted,  alow-paced, 
caterpillar  politicians,  the  task,  here  under- 
taken, must,  of  course,  appear  perfeetly 
"  quixotic;"'  but,  to  men  of  other  minds, 
it  falls  within  the  ordinary  efforts  of  diligent 
inquiry  and  sober  reason. 

Buonaparte,  aided  by  the  advice  of  the 
better  informed  and  more  politic  men,  by 
whom  he  is  surrounded,  will  pay  due  at- 
tention to  all  the  American  Official  Papers, 
to  which  1  have  referred  your  lordsliips  (2) ; 
and  being  regularly,  minutely  and  correctly 
informed,  by  his  agents  in  America,  of  the 
feelings,  the  wishes,  the  intentions,  and  the 
means,  of  the  different  classes  of  the  people 
as  well  as  of  the  different  parties  in  the  le- 
gislature and  in  the  executive  government, 
will  fashion 'liis  system  accordingly.  He 
will  perceive,  that  the  cool  and  dubious  lan- 
guage of  the  government  by  no  means 
come?  up  to  the  public  feeling,  as  expressed 
in  the  newspapers  (3).  He  will  perceive, 
that,  while  the  people  are  loud  for  arming, 
the  President  talks  of  nothing  but  economy, 
and  expressly  discourages  the  idea  of  any 
augmentation  of  the  military  force  of  the 
country  (4).     But,   he   will,   at    the   same 


(r)  See  p.  226. 

(a)  See  p.  2;6,  227,  aaS.     See  also  p.  240  to 
244. 
.    (3)  See  p.  230,  231. 

(4J  See  Mr.  JeiTerioa's  Spcccli,  p.  139. 
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time,  see  the  possibility  of  .Icfferson  and  his 
party  being  secretly  hostile  to  him,  on  ac- 
count of  his  late  assumption  of  regal  pow- 
ers, and  particularly  on  account  of  his  ob- 
vious contempt  of  them,  of  which  Mr. 
Chancellor  Livingston,  the  American  Mi- 
nister at  Paris,  has  not,  undoubtedly,  failed 
to  inform  them.  From  this  cause,  aided  by 
the  resentment  of  the  people  of  America, 
the  Consul  may  be  led  to  apprehend  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  might  render 
the  occupation  of  Louisiana  an  enterprize 
not  entirely  free  from  trouble,  danger,  and 
delay.  To  prevent  this  latter  alternative, 
it,  from  his  information,  it  appears  likely  to 
happen,  the  Corsican  will  instantly  signify 
his  disapprobation  of  the  measures  of  the 
Spanish  Intendant ;  he  will  order  the  pro- 
hibition at  New  Orleans  to  be  taken  off; 
and,  will  communicate  to  the  Americans, 
this  his  gracious  act  of  condescension,  in 
terms  which  shall  at  once  inspire  the  mass 
of  the  people  with  gratitude,  with  respect, 
and  with  that  sort  of  fear  which  never  fails 
to  prepare  the  vulgar  mind  for  implicit  sub- 
mission. Instantly  the  English  traitors,  and 
all  his  other  typographical  partizans,  will 
begin  to  pour  forth  the  praises  of  France. 
The  odium  of  the  prohibition  will  be 
thrown  exclusively  on  the  Spaniards;  the 
people  of  the  Western  States,  rejoiced  at 
getting  rid  of  these  neighbours,  more  re- 
joiced at  the  restoration  of  their  commerce, 
without  the  dangers  and  expenses  of  war, 
will  hail  Buonaparte  as  their  deliverer  : 
and,  even  the  people  of  tlie  Atlaniic  States, 
finding  that  the  Sv/iss  have  been  basely 
abandoned,  finding  that  England  has  now 
clearly,  though  tacitly,  acknowledged  her 
incapacity  ever  again  to  draw  the  sword 
against  France,  will  once  more  congratulate 
themselves,  as  they  did  when  they  first: 
heard  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  they  no 
longer  have  any  political  connexion  with 
this  "  disgraced  and  falling  empire." — 
Scarcely  v.'ill  this  impression,  so  favourable 
to  the  views  of  France,  have  been  produced 
in  the  United  States,  when  her  army,  her 
captains-general,  her  engineers,  her  com- 
mercial agents,  her  savans,  her  commissa- 
ries, her  juges  de  paix,  all  her  endless  traia 
of  spies  and  inquisitors,  of  great  and  little 
tyrants,  will  land  at  New  Oi  leans.  For 
some  months,  perhaps  for  a  year,  all  possi- 
ble liberty  of  commerce  will  be  given  to 
the  Americans  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
country  round  the  mouih  of  the  Mississippi 
will  be  carefully  explored  -.  the  best  posi- 
tions will  be  fortified  ;  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians,  who  are  very  numerous  and  very 
brave,  will  be  cultivated ;  the  States  of 
Ohia,  Tennessee,   Kentucky,  &c.  &c.  will 
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be  examined,  in  all  manner  of  ways, 
the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  will  be 
calculated,  their  inclinations  sounded,  and 
the  means  of  their  respective  slate  go- 
vernments ■will  be  ascertained.  When  all 
the  preparations  are  made,  the  French 
will  strike  the  first  blow,  not  against 
America,  bnt  against  England,  and  a  mor- 
tal blow  it  will  be.  Tl)e  exact  time  and 
shape  of  the  first  measure  of  hostility  it  is 
impossible  to  ascertain.  The  pretexts  are 
so  numerous,  that  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  know  which  France  may  choose.  Tliat, 
however,  which  I  think  she  will  choose  is 
this.  Our  treaty  with  Anierica  expires  on 
the  1st  of  October  next.  That  no  other 
will  be  formed  is  pretty  clear;  and,  of 
course,  the  government  of  the  United  Stales 
will  be  under  v.o  obligation  to  permit  the 
importation  of  British  goods  upon  the  pre- 
sent terms,  that  is  upon  paying  the  same 
duty  as  is  paid  by  the  same  sort  of  goods 
from  France  and  other  countries.  Suppose 
France,  when  she  has  made  all  her  prepa- 
rations at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
should  propose  to  the  United  States  to  lay  a 
higher  duty  upon  Biitish  than  upon  French 
manufactures,  and  should  make  the  free  na- 
vigation of  the  Mississippi  depend  upon  a 
compliance  vvith  this  proposition  ?  Such  a 
step  might  be  called  overbearing,  insolent, 
and  unjust  ;  but,  it  would  be  useless  to 
load  it  with  these  epithets,  perfectly  useless, 
for  we  have  seen  that  such  qualities  are  by 
no  means  an  obstacle  to  success.  The 
demar.d  of  a  surrender  of  Napper  Tandy,  the 
conduct  of  Lauriston  and  Lund  berg,  were 
overbearing,  insolent,  and  unjust,  hv.{.  we 
have  not  found  them,  for  that  reason,  to  fall 
cf  answering  their  purpose.  Besides,  the 
proposition  I  am  speaking  of  contains  a  fair 
^uid  pro  quo :  give  us  a  preference  in  serv- 
ing you  with  manufactures,  grant  us  this  fa- 
vour, and,  in  return,  we  will  grant  you  the 
favour  of  a  free  navigation  of  the  Mississip- 
pi. If  you  accept  of  the  terms,  it  is  well  ; 
if  not,  you  cannot  blame  us  for  proposing 
them,  nor  for  appropriating  to  ourselves  the 
exclusive  use  and  advantage  of  our  territo- 
ries. Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  be  the 
proposition  reasonable  or  unreasonable,  fair 
or  foul,  just  or  unjust,  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion ;  the  question,  and  the  only  question, 
will  be,  has  France  Xhepoiucr  to  enforce  her 
demands.  The  people  of  the  Atlantic  States 
will  be  told,  that,  in  case  of  a  compliance 
with  a  propuhiiion  like  the  one  here  spoken 
of,  they  would  have  to  purchase  their  wool- 
lens, theit  linens,  their  cottons,  and  (heir 
hardware,  much  dearer  than  they  now  do, 
purely  for  thesake  of  gratifying  the  interest 
and  the  aiaiicc  of  France  ^  but,  to  tell  ihem 


this  will  be  of  little  avail,  unless  you  can  tell 
them,  my  lord,  how  to  resist  this  Gallican 
tyranny;  unless  you  can  point  out  to  them, 
at  the  same  time,  some  outlet,  other  than 
that  of  the  Mississippi,  by  which  they  may 
convey  one  sixth  part  of  their  exportable 
produce  to  the  sea  ;  unless  your  Lordship 
can,  from  those  inexhaustible  resources 
which  you  possess,  draw  forth  soine  such 
discovery  as  this,  ail  railing  against=  Buona- 
parte will  be  as  the  whistling  of  the  wind. — • 
It  the  United  States  government  yield  to  the 
first  demand,  that  will  pave  the  way  for 
another  and  another  and  aiiother,  till  Bri- 
tish commerce  is  completely  banished  from 
the  American  ports,  or  till,  at  least,  it  is 
reduced  to  a  mere  smuggling  trade  as  it  al- 
ready is  in  the  countries  bordering  on  the 
Scheldt  and  the  Rhine;  and,  if  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  should  refuse,  then 
the  Western  btates,  coaiprizing  all  the 
country  lying  between  the  Alleghany  and 
Apalachian  mountains,  and  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, together  with  all  their  fertility  and 
population,  will  instantly  fall  into  the  hands, 
and  under  the.  absolute  dominion  of  France. 
Your  Lordship  is,  I  know,  of  a  different 
opinion  ;  you  think,  that,  because  the  Ame- 
ricans, wlien  they  were  colonists  of  Eng- 
land, were  not  subdued  by  the  French,  but 
carried  on  a  successful  war  against  them, 
ihey  will  be  able  still  more  effectually 
to  resist  them  now,  when  the  population  of 
America  has  trebled  :  because  the  Ameri- 
cans, when  aided  by  the  fleet  and  army  of 
England,  were  able  to  do  this,  you  think 
they  will  be  able  to  do  it  of  themselves  j 
because  the  French  v/ere  not  able  to  injure 
them  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  whea 
they  did  not  inhabit  those  banks,  the  French 
cannot  injure  them  theie  now  when  they 
do  inhabit  those  banks  ;  because  the  Ame- 
ricans were  invulnerable  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  when  they  had  nothing  to  send 
to  the  sea  through  that  channel,  they  are  in- 
vulnerable there  now  when  that  is  the  only 
outlet  to  the  produce  of  three  whole  states ; 
because  we,  by  possessing  Canada,  through 
the  rivers  of  which  the  Americans  never 
pass,  have  no  influence  over  the  United 
States,  the  French  are  to  have  no  influence 
over  them  by  means  of  the  possession  of 
Louisiana,  through  which  the  Americans 
must  pass  to  the  sea,  unless  they  abandon 
their  most  fruitful  lands  and  most  flourishing 
settleinenls.  But,  my  Lord,  I  delight  in  sim- 
plifying every  subject  on  which  I  write  toyour 
lordship.  "  To  leach  the  young  idea  how 
to  shoot,"  is  always  a  pleasing  task.  It  was 
with  this  sort  of  paternal  feeling  towards 
your  lordship,  that  1  caused  to  be  engraved 
the  Utile  map  of  the  mouth   of  the  Missis- 
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sippi,  which  was  inserted  in  page  445,  of 
the  tirst  volume  of  the  Register,  and  which, 
if  you  had  paid  attention  to  it,  would  have 
spared  the  House  of  Commons  the  n)orti- 
lication  of  listening  to  those  infantine  ob- 
servations, to  which  I  have  here  found  it 
necessary  to  allude.  In  pursuance  of  the 
same  propensity  it  is,  my  lord,  that  I  am 
now  about  to  avail  myself  of  the  mechani- 
cal aid  of  the  printer,  in  order  to  present 
you  with  a  view  of  this  subject,  reduced  to 
the  level  of  the  meanest  capacity.  I  shall 
quote  the  memorable  opinions  advanced  by 
your  right  sapient  colleague,  by  the  gallant 
hero  of  St.  Domingo,  by  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  and  by  yourself,  opposite  to  which  I 
shall  place  the  opinions  now  declared  by  the 
Americans  themselves. 

Mr.  Addington  (5) 
said  that  his  light  hoii, 
friend  could  not  say, 
that,  if  the  French  had 
not  this  extent  of  terri- 
tory [Louisiana]  thee, 
they   ctiuld   not,     it   St. 


Mr,  Jefferson's 

Message.  (9)  The  ces- 
sion of  Ijouisiana  to 
France,  which  took 
place  in  the  course  of 
the  last  war,  will,  if 
carried  into  effect,  miike 
Pomingo  were  tranquil,  a  change  in  the  aspect  cf 
and  affairs  were  at  rest  our  f 01  elgn  reliithm,  ■wh\c]\ 
with  them  in  that  nueir-  will,  doubtless,  haveju.st 
te',  become,  by  means  weight  in  any  delibera- 
of  a.large  military  force,  tions  of  the  Legislature 
formidable  to  either  North  connected  with  that  sub- 
Or  South  America! !'.'.  !        ,    ject. 

Gexeral  Mai  fland  Me.moriac     of     the 

(6)  said,  of  Louisiana  Legislature  of  Ken- 
he  had  heard,  that  it  lucKV.  (10)  Having,  on 
would  enable  Fiance  to  a  former  occasion,  when 
attack  theUnited  Srates;  we  represented  the  oh- 
but,  when  Louisiana  struc  ion  to  the  naviga- 
■was  fcrmeily  in  posses-  tioii  of  the  Mississippi, 
sion  ot  France,  it  was  experienced  the  attea- 
lotally  imbecile,  and  it  tion  and  justice  <if  ihe 
had  not  incieiised  in  po-  general  govcnuiieiit,  in 
pulation' since  it  came  providing,  by  a  treaty 
into  the  hands  of  Spain,  with  the  court  of  Spain, 
But  it  was  contended,  not  only  lor  the  free  na- 
tiiat  the  possession  of  vigation  of  that  river, 
Louisiana  would  give  but  for  what,  in  oui  rc- 
the  French  eventually  mote  situation  frc)m  the 
great  influence  over  tlie  ocean,  was  uhsolitteh  ni:- 
councils  and  measuies  casaiy  to  the  enjoyment  if 
of  the  United  States:  .-V,  a  place  of  ^c^sj/V  for 
here  there  was  one  ob-  our  produce,  we  deem  it 
servation,  that  natural-  necessary  barely  to  state 
ly  occurred  to  tlie  mind  to  you,  &c.  &c.  &:c.  &c. 
of  eveiy  man,  which  Letter  of  Governor 
was  this  :  lue  possess  Ca-  Cliabou.me.  (11)  The 
n.idri,  yet  that  posses-  late  act  of  the  Spanish 
sion  does  not  enable  ui  to  government  at  Ncav  Or- 
influence  the  United  States  ;  leans  has  excited  cousi- 
aud,  if  this  he  ihe  case,  derable  agitation  at  Nat- 
with  how  much  more  chez  and  its  vicinity: 
force  does  the  argument  it  has  injlicted  a  leveie 
apply  to  Louisiana  !!!!!!  luound  on  the  agricidturul 
and  commerclil  inter  ens  of 
thii  tei  ritory,  and  'will 
■pr'jVe  no  lea  injuiius  t'j  all 
the   iveiiern  country. 

Lette.^     of    Cover. 


The  Master  of  the 
Rolls  (7)  said,  that 
with  respect  to  the  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana  to 
France,  the   value  and 


(5)  See  Debates,  Register,  Vol.  IL  p.  izri.  (6) 
Vol.  IL  p.  I377.  (7'^  Vol.  IL  p.  1344.  (9)  Register, 
Vol.  ill.  p.  137.  (lO)  ibid.  p.  241.  (11)  Ibid  p.  243- 


importance  of  that  ces-  >.-or  Garrard. (12)  The 
sion  had  been  only  d-.s-  citizens  f)f  this  state  aie 
coveted  luifhiii  a  few  very  much  alarmetl  and 
niehts  preceding.  It  v/as  agitated;  as  this  mea- 
formerly  in  possession  of  sure  of  the  Spanish  go- 
France,  but  she  had  not  vcrnmetit  will  (it  not  al- 
becn  able  to  draw  from  tered)  at  one  lilo-iv  cut  up 
it  those  advantages,  the  present  and  f4iuie  pms- 
which,  it  was  contend-  pcHy  of  their  best  intetests 
ed,  she  would  derive  h  the  >cots 
from  it  now.  With  re-  .\merican  Gazette 
spect  10  danger  arising  (13).  I  hat  France,  in- 
from  it,  the  only  danger  siigating  the  inibecite 
hkely  to  result  from  it  and  pusillanimous  cabi- 
that  hc^could  discover,  net  of  Madrid,  is,  in 
arose  from  bringing  reality  the  secret  mover 
France  in  contact  v/ith  of  the  recent  infringe- 
the  United  States  of  ment  of  our  rights  there 
Ameiica.  It  w/g/z/ hap-  are  irresistible  reasons 
pen,  that,  in  the  course  for  believing.  1  he  in- 
of  AGES,  some  danger  ference  from  this  act  of 
would  result  from  this  French  diplomacy  is 
coimcxion,  but  it'coubl  clear  and  unequivocal. 
nu-  be  s'jon  1 1  '  I  !  Buonaparte  may  now 
Lord  Hawkeseory  make  a  new  bargain  and 
(3)  said,  as  to  the  poll-  dictate  his  terms  of  a 
(ical  advantages  which  fiesh  grant  of  the  same 
Fiance  will  derive  from  piivileges  of  which  he 
the  possession  of  Lou-  has  recently  deprived  us 
isiaua,  I  d'jubt  -whether  by  his  coercion  of  Spain. 
tlef  can  be  of  much  im-  If  vve  believe  in  the  ces- 
fortance. Geui\emtnh^vc  sion  of  Louisiana  to 
said  a  great  deal  about  France,  we  can  find  no 
the  influence,  which  this  dilnculty  in  viewing  the 
possession  threatens  to  bte  measure  of  the  Spa- 
give  Fiance  over  the  nish  Intcndant  as  a  pre- 
United  States  of  Ame-  lude  to  our  being  inter- 
rica;  but  the  possibility  dieted  the  free  naviga- 
is,  that  the  possession,  tion  of  the  Mississippi. 
by  pl.ui'/g  the  French  upon  France  thus  hdding  at  her 
the  back  of  America,  evcry  liiipcsu/  the  iniportant 
maxim  of  sound  policy  rights  nf  deposit  and  of 
will  incline  the  latter  to  free  ingress  and  egress 
cultivate  a  more  inti-  by  sea,  can  then,  and 
mate  connexion  with  most  assuredly  will, /.jw- 
this  country.  The  light  per  and  ncgotuitc  loiih  tht 
lion.  gentleman  [Mr.  -weitem  country,  and  ha-x;- 
\\'\\\dh[ia\]'inder-rated  the  ing  an  inestimable  boon  !o 
population  and po\ucr  of  the  offer,  and,  probably,  the 
United  States,  and  forgot  adaitional privilege  of  trud- 
the  successful  exertions,  }ng  to  h'r  iVest-lndia  and 
winch  they,  when  colo-  Kioopean  potts,  on  the fa- 
nies  of  this  country,  vouiite  fK'Ouiig  of  colonists, 
made  against  the  French,  'will  theiehy  easily  stout i 
in  1756,  r/;o«^^// tlie  latter  thtir  good  li. ill,  and  de- 
were  then  in  possession  tach  tuem  from  ti:s 
0\  b;th  Louisiana  and  Ca-  ATLANTIC  Sta  T  ES.  The 
r,ada  1 1  1 1  I  !  diainembcrment  of  our 
enipiie,  and  the  dissolu- 
tion of  our  ttni'.n  being 
thereby  effected,  the 
close  or  this  tragical 
dranii  may  be  as  easily 
inr^gined  as  described. 

Nov/,  my  I  ord,  do  you  and  your  col- 
leagues never  think  of  these  things  .'  Do  you 
never  lefhct  on  what  you  have  said  and 
done?  Do  you  never  blush  at  your  shame- 
ful ignorance,  your  egregious  folly  }  Do  you 
never  tremble  at  the  tremendous  mihchiefi 
which  you  have  brought  upon  your  coun- 
try ?  Or,  do  you  really  think,   that  ii  is  all  a 

(  a)  Ibid.  Vol.  IL  p.  1301^,  (1;}  il^id.  Voi.  ill  p. 
2^4.  (ij.)  Ibid.  p.  230. 
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hobgobbling  story,  and  that  the  clerkship  of 
tlie  Pells  Will  live  as  long  as  the  clerk  ?  Do 
you  really  and  sincerely  belif.ve,  that  the 
seat  in  Richmond  Park  nill  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Addingtons  for  ten  years  to 
come  ? 

The  effect,  v/hich  the  measures  of  France 
•will  produce  on  the  Americans  is  clearly 
enough  pointed  out  by  the  writer  whom  I 
have  last  quoted.  The  "  inestimable  boon," 
or  rather  the  nectssary  of  life,  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  with  leave  of  de- 
posit at  its  mouth,  will  at  any  time,  and  un- 
Atx  any  circumstances,  purchase  the  alle- 
giance of  the  Western  people  j  but,  as  the 
Atlantic  States,  which  form  a  sort  of  mother 
country,  will,  for  pride's  sake,  and,  indeed, 
for  the  sake  of  peace  and  safety,  of  which 
all  shop-keeping  nations  are  very  fond,  en- 
deavour 10  preserve  that  allegiance  as  long 
as  possible,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that 
the  French,  wiiose  first  object  will  be  to  in- 
jure Great  iBritain,  will,  for  some  years,  at 
ieast,  exchange  her  lights  of  navigation  and 
deposit  for  restrictions  imposed,  by  the  At- 
lantic States,  on  the  British  commerce  and 
manufactures.  At  first,  these  restrictions, 
or  whatever  other  measure  France  may  de- 
mand, will,  probably,  be  but  slightly  and 
partially  feltj  but  her  hand  will  weigh 
heavier  and  heavier  in  proportion  as  her 
establishments  are  completed  in  Louisiana  ; 
and,  unless  she  should,  all  at  once,  drop 
down  in  a  fit,  as  England  did  in  ISOl, 
there  will  not  be,  this  day  four  years, 
a  single  bale  of  British  goods  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  and  Britain  will  not  hold  a 
single  inch  of  land  in  the  Western  Archipe- 
lago.— 'And  tin's,  my  Lord,  is  the  way,  in 
U-hich,  "  by  placing  the  French  at  the  hack  of 
*'  the  Americmis,"  your  Lordship  will  have 
"  attached  the  latter  more  closely  to  this  coiin- 
"  try  !"  As  if  the  people,  who  have  lands  on 
the  Mississippi,  and  who  have  nothing  in  the 
world  but  those  lands,  would  abandon  them 
and  become  beggars,  merely  for  the  sake  of 
those  honest  and  generous  gentlemen,  the 
manufactures  of  Yorkshire  and  Birming- 
ham; and  that  too  after  your  sagacious 
Lordship  has  boasted  of  the  clever  trick  of 
placing  the  French  upon  their  back  I  Your 
country,  my  Lord,  will  pay  dearly  for  this 
expression.  I'he  shop-keeping  nation  will, 
and  ought  to  be  punished,  for  the  follies  of 
such  a  statesman,  because  it  is  their  fault 
that  he  has  ihepoiver  to  injure  them.  Yes, 
my  lord,  the  base  rabble  of  cotton-spinners 
and  stock-jobbers  joined  you  most  heartily 
in  the  project  of  placing  the  French  upon  the 
back  of  the  Americans :  they  thought  with 
you,  my  lord,  that  wars  would  succeed  be- 
tween tliose  two  nations,  and  that  we  might 
lie  snugly  by  and  protit  from  their  losses. 


Brilliant  idea  !  noble-minded  conception  ! 
No,  no;  both  of  them  are  well  acquainted 
with  our  views  and  our  means ;  and.  be  yoa 
well  assured,  my  good  lord,  that  instead  of 
a  war  against  one  another,  which  shall  leave 
us  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  monopolizing  neu- 
trality, they  will,  if  it  be  necessary,  unite  in  A 
ivar  agaiiist  vs.  Ihis  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  inevitable  result  of  the  cession  of  Loui- 
siana, and  of  such  a  war  the  consequences 
are  not  less  evident  than  they  will  be  terri- 
ble to  this  country.  It  is  from  this  quarter 
that  I  expect  the  blow,  which  is  destined  to 
shake  the  British  empire  to  its  base.  So 
long  ago  as  the  year  J  800,  I  besought 
the  then  ministry  to  turn  their  attention 
towards  the  other  hemisphere,  which  they 
appeared  to  me  totally  to  neglect ;  and, 
I  remember,  that,  finding  them  ^o  de- 
spise my  exhortations,  I  predicted,  that  the 
fate  of  this  country  would  be  like  that  of 
tlie  one-eyed  doe.  Two  frigates  and  four 
thousand  men,  properly  employed,  at  any 
time  between  l^yd  and  IbOl;  nay,  one 
thousand  pounds  (only  a  third  part  of  a 
year's  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells)  ex- 
pended in  powder  and  lead,  sent  to  General 
Bowles  the  Indian  Chief,  would  have  effeC' 
tually  preserved  this  country  from  the  dan- 
gers, of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  and 
which,  in  spite  of  your  lordship's  sneers, 
will,  in  a  very  little  time,  reach  the  hearts 
of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cents.  Pe- 
rish the  man  who  pities  them  !  They  have, 
for  the  sake  of  their  own  private  interests, 
basely  applauded  the  men  who  have  ruined 
and  dishonoured  their  country.  Their  just 
reward  is  at  no  great  distance.  A  misun- 
derstanding with  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  France  will  very  soon  bring 
about  for  us,  would  give  the  Temple  of 
Mammon  a  ruder  shock  than  it  ever  yet 
received. — In  the  mean  time,  my  lord,  you 
and  your  colleagues  will  take  care  to  keep 
your  places,  the  nation  will  continue  sink- 
ing from  one  degree  of  baseness  _to  another, 
so  that,  when  the  hour  of  annihilation  ar- 
rives, all  mankind  will  agree,  that  annihila- 
tion is  a  mercy. — I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  &c.  Wm.   Cobbett. 

London,  March  1,  1803. 

FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Rane,  Jan.  24. — The  Dutch  Admiral  De  Winter 
having  arrived  with  his  squadron  in  the  Port  of 
Cagliari  demanded  of  the  Governor  permission  ro 
land  his  troops  on  account  of  the  sickness  wliich 
prevailed  among  them,  and  their  want  of  lefresh- 
nient ;  but  the  Governor  after  having  tonfcrred 
with  the  English  Coaimandant,  rctuscd  to  accede 
to  the  demand. 

VicntuT,  Feb.  1 3. — The  report  of  the  approaching 
cession  of  Sardinia  to  England  is  contradicted  by 
several  persons  in  spite  of  the  affectation  and  the 
tone  of  asjur^nce  with  which  it  has  been  spread 
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DiHihtless  France  and  Russia  would  oppose  a  sale, 
wliii.h  wduld  augment  almost  witliout  measure,  the 
ixiariiirie  prepou' ierance  of  Great  Britain,  besides 
adiliiig  to  its  territorial  power.  ]t  is  easy  to  con- 
ceive that  the  Court  of  London  may  have  cmploy- 
cil  every  means  to  engage  the  King  of  Sardinia  to 
give  up  liis  island.  Twc-nty  millions  are  very 
iittle  for  a  state,  whicli  no  longer  calculates,  be- 
cause' tiie  deilcit  in  its  finances  will  no  longer  ad- 
mit of  calculation. 

PurJs,  Fil>.  20. — Last  Saturilay,  Citizens  d'AfTry, 
Glutz,  lauch,  Monnct,  Reinhart,  Sprecher,  Stap- 
fcr,  Ustery,  VVatceviUe,  and  Von  Flue,  composing 
the  two  cjmniittces  of  five  members,  formed  by 
the  tit'ty-.'^ix  Swiss  deputies,  in  order  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  Act  of  Mediation  made  by  the 
First  Consul  between  the  parties  which  divide 
Switzerland,  were  admitted  to  an  audience  ot  the 
First  Consul.  —  The  Consuls,  the  Senators,  the 
Ministers,  the  Counsellors  of  State,  and  th.e  In- 
spectors-general of  the  army  were  present,  and 
also  Citizens  P.arthelemy,  Rcedtrer,  Fouche,  and 
Demeuiiier,  senators,  members  of  the  committee 
charged  to  confer  with  the  Swiss  deputies  assem- 
bled at  F'aris. — Citizen  Baithclcmy,  president  of 
the  commission,  having  received  from  the  hands 
of  the  First  Consul  the  Act  of  Mediation,  signed, 
countersigned,  and  sealed  -with  the  great  seal  of 
state,  delivered  the  Act  to  Citizen  I. ouis  d'Aliry, 
appointed  Landammin  of  Switzerland —The  First 
Consul  conversed  seme  time  with  each  of  the 
members  of  the  two  committees  of  Swiss  deputies, 
■when  the  audience  teiininated. — On  Monday  the 
same  persons  assisted  at  the  audience.  Citizen 
Barthclemy,  President  of  the  Committee  ot  Sena- 
tors, pitscuita  to  the  First  Consul  the  forty- 
seven  Swiss  deputies.  The  remainder  of  the 
fifty-six,  who  formed  the  whole  deputation 
had  previously  set  off  for  Paris — Citizen  Louis 
d'AffVy,  Landamman  of  Switzerland,  delivc.ed 
the  following  address: — "Citizen  First  Consul, 
"  — Called  by  the  meditation  which  you  have 
*'  pronounced,  to  the  important,  but  difficult  si- 
"  tuation  of  Landamman  of  Switzeilnnd,  it  is 
*'  flattering  to  me,  in  becoming  the  organ  of  the 
"  Deputation  which  my  country  has  sent  to  vou, 
"  tw  have  for  my  first  function  the  duty  of  testi- 
"  fying  to  you  the  gratitude  vvith  wliich  it  is  pe- 
"  netrated  for  the  benevolent  attention  which 
"  you  have  designed  to  give  to  that  work  which 
*'  contirms  the  independence  of  Switzerland. — 
"  Your  first  benefit  is  to  have  restored  to  the 
"  dilTerent  people  of  Switzerland  ihetederative  go- 
"  vcrnment  which  was  alone  congenial  to  them. — 
•<  The  result  of  your  mediation  will  recreate  those 
*'  ties  of  policy  which  have  united  two  nations 
"  accustomed  to  confer  reciprocal  advantages,  and 
"  formed  for  mutual  esteem.  The  troubles  which 
''  have  agitated  my  country  will  cease — the  pow- 
"  ers  which  are  friendly  to  Switzerland  will  ap- 
"  plaud  the  means  employed  by  the  First  Consul 
"  to  arrest  the  sad  effects  of  a  party  spirit.  1  owe 
"  it  to  my  country  to  second  your  benevolent 
♦'  views,  dUd  1  owe  it  to  myself  to  be  perfectly  im- 
**  partial  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  which 
"  are  conferred  upon'  me. — I  pray  the  First  Consul 
*'  to  receive  and  to  accept  with  goodness  the  ho- 
*'  mageofour  profoundrespect." — TheFirstConsul 
having  answered  Citizen  Louis  d'Afl'ry,  and  con- 
versed wiih  the  different  Swiss  deputies,  the  audi- 
ence terminated.— Citizen  Louis  cl'AfTry,  Landam- 
man of  Switzerland,  set  out  the  same  day  for 
Berne.  * 

*  A  full  account  ot  these  procctdui^s  wiii   be 
given  hereafter. 
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Fle<w  ef  the  Statf  of  the  Republic;  presented  to  the  £r« 
gidat'lve  Body  by  order  of  the  Gon/ernmeni.  Paris^ 
February  2-2,  1803. 

Events  have  neither  frustrated  the  wishes  nor 
disa[)pointed  cheexpectations  of  government.  The 
l^egislati^e  Body,  on  resuming  its  labours,  has  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  the  Picpublic  strengthened 
by  the  union  of  its  citizens,  more  activt  ia  its 
pursuits  of  industry,  and  more  confident  in  its 
prospects  of  prosperity.- — The  execution  of  the 
concordat,  from  which  the  enemies  ot  public  or- 
der still  ventured  to  conceive  criminal  hopes,  has 
almost  every  where  produced  the  most  beneficial 
cficcts.  The  principles  of  an  enlightened  religion, 
the  voice  of  the  sovereign  PontilF,  the  firmness 
and  perseverance  of  government  have  triumphed, 
over  every  obstacle.  Mutual  sacrifices  have  re- 
united the  ministers  of  religion;  enlightenetl  rea- 
son, and  cordial  unanimity  have  revived  the  GaJ- 
lican  churcii;  and  the  happiest  change  has  alrcadT 
manifested  itselt  in  the  public  morals.  Every  dav 
produces  a  more  perfect  coincidence  of  opinioa 
and  of  sentiment.  Childhood  is  more  docile  to 
the  instructions  of  parents,  and  youth  more  sub- 
missive to  the  authority  of  magistrates.  The  con- 
scription goes  on  smoothly  in  those  very  places, 
where  the  mere  name  of  conscription  was  su£5- 
cient  to  stimulate  insurrection,  and  to  serve  tlic 
country  is  now  become  a  duty  of  religion. — .la 
those  departments,  which  the  First  Consul  vi- 
sited, he  every  v/liere  received  pledges,  and  ob- 
served proofs  of  a  return  to  those  principles  which 
constitute  the  strength  and  the  happiness  of  so- 
ciety.— In  the  departments  of  the  Eure,  the  Low- 
er Seine,  the  Gise,  the  inhabitants  proudly  exult  ia 
the  national  glory.  They  are  sensible  to  their  full 
extent  of  the  advantages  of  equality.  T'liey  haii 
with  blessings  the  restoration  of  peace  ;  they  re- 
ceive with  ble^sings  the  re-establishment  of  pub- 
lic worship.  These  are  the  ties  that  bind  dowa 
every  heart  to  the  state  and  the  constitution, — It 
is  the  duty  of  government  to  cherish  and  direct 
these  auspicious  dispositions. — Other  forms  of 
worship  have  been  regularly  organized.  Consis- 
tories are  formed  of  enlightened  citizens,  tried  and 
acknowledged  defenders  of  public  order,  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty. — Public  instruction,  that  iu- 
dispensible  support  of  society,  is  every  where 
sought  after  with  eagerness  and  alacrity.  Several 
Lyceums  have  already  been  opened;  already,  as 
government  had  well  foreseen,  a  number  ot  pri- 
vate schools  a.spirc  to  the  rank  of  the  secondary 
schools.  1  he  whole  body  of  citizens  shew  their 
conviction  that  their  can  be  no  happiness  without 
the  light  of  education;  that,  withaut  talents  and 
information,  tlieie  can  be  no  equality  but  that  of 
miservand  servitude.  —  A  military  school  is  opetj- 
ed  to  receive  the  young  defenders  of  the  couuiiy. 
Soldiers,  they  will  learn  to  support  the  lite  of 
camps,  and  endure  the  fatigues  of  war.  By  long 
habits  of  obedience  they  will  be  trained  up  to  the 
art  of  commanding,  and  they  will  bring  to  the  ar- 
mies courage  and  discipline,  united  with  talents 
and  with  knowledge — In  the  Lyceums,  as  well  as 
in  the  military  school,  the  youth  of  the  depart- 
ments, newly  incorporated  v/itii  the  republic,  will 
live  mingled  without  any  distinction  witli  tlie 
youth  of  old  France.  From  this  confusion  of  miuds 
and  manners,  from  this  communication  of  habits 
and  of  dispositions,  from  this  commixture  of  int'  - 
rests,  of  projects,  and  of  hopes,  will  spring  up  that 
fraternity,  which  of  several  nations  will  make  but 
one  people,  dtitiaed  by  their  pL'sition,  by  tfieii 
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courage,  andViy  their  virtues,  to  foim  the  >;cntre()f 
union,  :ind  the  example  of  Eisvope. — The  National 
Instisute,   which   h<i.->   its    nicindancy  over   pul)iic 
instruction,   h.is  received   a   more  useful  tiirectioii, 
and   hencetbrwafd   will  txcrt   a  more    active    in- 
fluence over  the  national  charai-tcr,   over   the  lan- 
guage ot  the  country,  and  over  the  atts,  fcitnces, 
and  iiurature. — In  order  to  ensure  the  stability  of 
our  infant  institutions,   in   ordtr  to   rernove  Irom 
the  tyes  of  the  public  the  spectre  ot  discord  which 
appealed  to  tiitm  in  the  periodic..!  return  of  elec- 
tions to  the  supreme  nuigistrary,  the  friends  of  tb.e 
country  called  for  the   Consulate   for   life   to   be 
gianted  to  the  FirstMagistrate.     The  people  uptMi 
being  consulted  answered  to  their  call,  and  the  Se- 
nate proclaimed  the  ivjil  of  the  people.     The  sys- 
tem of  lists   ot   cbgibility  could  not  resist  the  test 
t)t  experience,  and  the  force  of  public   opinion. — 
The  organization  of  the  senate  was  inctjmplele.— 
I'he  national  justice  was    lelt   to   be  administered 
by  tribunals  without  harmony,    and  without   de- 
pendance  on  each  other.     There  was  no  authority 
to  protect  or  to  reform  tliem  ;   no  tie   of  restraint 
to    subject   cikcm  to  one  common  discipline. — In 
fine,  there  ^va.■^  wanting  to  Fiance   a   pov.cr  to  re- 
tlaim  justice  itself,  the  power  of  granting  paidnn. 
— How   often   thc^c   twelve   years    past    h.'s    ih.it 
power  been    implored!  How   many   ur.fortun;uc6 
have  fallen  the  victims  of  an  inflexible  sternness, 
with  which  wise  men   reproached  our  law-s  !   liovv 
many  ciiminiils   have  been    acquitted    through    a 
talse   indulgence,   because  our  punishments  were 
loo  severe  I — A  ierr.ius  consu'num  has  restored  to  the 
people  the  exercise  of  those  rights  which  the  con- 
stituent  assembly  had  acknowledged;  but  it  has 
restored  thein  surrounded  with  piecautions,  which 
preserve  the  people  fiom  errors  or  precipitation  m 
tluir  choice  ;  with  precautions   which  guard    the 
influence  of  ptopcrty,   and  the  preponderance  of 
enlightened  talents.— Should   the   hrst  magistiacy 
become  vacant,  the  duties  and   the  proceedings  ol 
the  Senate  ate  traced  out  for  such  an  emergency — 
forms  of  certain   operation  guide  the  wirdom  and 
liberty  of  their  choice;   and  tiie  e]uick  decision  of 
that   choice   deprives   ambition   ot   the  means  of 
conspiring,  and  anaichy  ot   the  means  ot  destre^y- 
ing. — The  cement  of  time  will  every  day  consoli- 
date, more  and  more,  this  tuielaiy  institution.     It 
■will  be  not   only  tlie  term  of  all  disquietudes,  and 
the  object  of  all  hopes,  but  likewise  the  fairest  rc- 
eompences  that  can  be  held  out  lo  public  services, 
and  public  viitues. — justice   embraces   all  the  tri- 
bunals with  one   common  bond.     They  liave  each 
their  subordinate  station,  and  their  censor — they 
are  always  free  in  the  exeicise   of  their  functions. 
.Always  independent   of  power,   but   never   inde- 
pendent of  the   laws. — The  priiviit  L,e   of  granting 
pardon,  when  the  interest  of  the  1 1  (ublic  itquit-vs 
it,  or  when  circumsiaucts  prescribe  indulgence,  is 
entrusted   to   the   hands  of   the  First  Magistrate; 
but  it  is  only  confided   to   him  under  the  guard  of 
juotice   it>ell;   heis  to  exercise  it  only  under    the 
eyes  of  a  council,   and  after  having  consuil<.d  the 
seveiest  oracles  of  the  law. — li  institutions  may  be 
appieciated    by  then  ctfecis,  never  w^s  any  insti- 
tution moie  impoitant   in   its    rcFult  thrfu  the  or- 
ganic seri<i:us   cotisultum.     From   that    tnonient    the 
French   people  began   to  confide  in  theii  destiny  ; 
propel  ty  began   to   re';ume   its   former  value,  and 
speculations  of   distant  views   to  be  muhiplieel — 
tiniil  that   moment   <  very  thug  seemed  to  float  in 
unceitauity.     '1  he  prc.ent  moment  was  cherished; 
the  utXL  v.as  a  subject  oi   alarm,   and   the  enemies 
fc)f  the  country  continued  to  ehcrish  hopes.     Since 
that  aiomcnt  they  are  reuuccd  to  iinpyteacc  and 


to  detestation. — The  island  of  Elba  has  been  ceded 
to  Fiance;   th^t  acepiisition  gives  her  a   nuld  and 
intii.istrious  people;  two  fine  ports,    a  productive 
".nd    pveciou ,    mine;     but    being    separated    from 
France,  it  ciuild  not   be    intimately    united   with 
any  of   her  de  partments,  or  subjected  to  the  regu- 
Intions  of  a   common   administration.     Principles 
have  been  made  to   bend   to  the   necessity  of   cir- 
cumstances;  exceptions  have  been  established  for 
tlie  island  of  Llba  which  its  pojiiion,  and  the  pub- 
lic interest  prescribed. —  fhe   abdication    of    the 
soveielgn,  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  necessity 
of   CMsting  cii  cumstances,    had    placed  Piedmont 
under  the   power  of  France.     Amidst  the  nations 
tiiat  suriounded  it,   wi  h  the   elements    that  com- 
posed   its    population,   Piedmont    was    unable  to 
support  either  the  weight  of  its  own  independence, 
or  the  expenses  of  a  monarcliy.    United  to  France, 
it  will    reap    the  benetits  of  its    security,  and   its 
gieatness;  its   laborious   and   enlightened  citizens 
will  exert  their  industry  and   their  talents   in   the 
bosom  of  the  arts,  and  tuider  the  shade  of  peace. 
—  Security  and   trar.quiiiitv  prevail   in  the  interior 
of  France.     The  vigilance  of  the  magistracy,  tlis 
severity  of  justice,  and  a   gendarmerie  vigorously 
appointed,   and  directed  by  a   commander,  growa 
giey  in  the  career  of  honour,  has  every  where  im- 
pressed terror  on   the  minds   and  the  attempts  of 
the  brigands. — i'rivate  interest   has  raised  itself  to 
,T  sentiment  of  public  interest.     Citizens  have  not 
shiu  k   from  attacking  tliose  whom  they  formerly 
dreaded,  even   when  they  were  chained   down   at 
the  foot  of  the  tribunals  of  justice.     Wliole  com- 
munes have  taken  up  arm.s  and  destroyed  the  bri- 
gands.    Foreigneis   envy  the  security  of  our  pub- 
lic  roads,    and  that   public   force,   which   though 
often  invisible,  is  always  present,  attend  on  their 
footsteps,  and  v/atcii    for  their  protection,  without 
any  necessity   of   imploring    its    aid.  —  During   the 
course  of  3  difTicult  year,  amidst  the  exigencies  of  a. 
general  scarcity,    the  poor  looked  with  confidence 
to  the  care  ot  government.     Thev  supported  wiifi 
courage   the    privations  wdiich  necesfity  imposed  ; 
and    they    received    v/ith    gratitude   the    succours 
which  they  were  taught  to   expect. — The  ciime  of 
forgeiy  is   no    longer  encouraged   by  the   hope   of 
impunity.     The  zeal  of  the  tribunals  appointed  to 
piosecutc  and   punish   it,  and  the  just  severity  of 
the  laws,   have   at   length  checked  the  progress  of 
an  evil  which  threatened  both  the  public  treasuie, 
and  the  fortunes   of  individuals. — Our  cultivation 
daily  improves,   and  defies  the  most   boasted  agri- 
cultural systems  of  Europe.      In  every  department 
aie  lo   be  found  enlightened  farmers,    who   afl'ord 
both  instiuction   and    example. — Premiums  have 
been  held  out  for  improving  the   breed  of  horses  ; 
and   .'imilar  encouragements  are  proposed  for  the 
impiovcmcnt  of  wool  by  the  introduction  ot  a  fo- 
reign l)ieed  of  sheep.     Zealous  administrators  are 
every  where  occupied  in  tracing  out  and  revealing 
the  richness  of  our  soil,   and  in  dissem.inating  the 
useful   plans  and  the   happy  results   wh.ich  expe- 
rience daily  discovers. — 'Our   manufactures  multi- 
ply  .md    receive   new    spirit    and    improvement. 
While  they  emulate  earh,  ihey  will  soon,  no  doubt, 
become  the  rivals  of  the  most  renowned  nranufac- 
tuies  of   foreign  countries.     Hencefoiili  there  will 
be  nothing  wanting   to   their  piospcrity  but  capi- 
tals less  dearly  purchaLed.     But  capitalists   begin 
already  to   give  up  the  hazardous   speculations  of 
stock-jobbing;  and  devote  their  attcn'fou  to  the 
improvement  of  land  and  the  pursuit  or  useful  en- 
ter prizes. — More  than  20,000  workmen,  who  wciie 
dis[)ersed    tin  oughout  Euro[)c,  have  been   lecalkd 
by  the  auciuion  aii»'  i>y  ihc  favours  of  £overu-" 
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merit,  and  will  soon  be  rtstoicd   to   our  manufac- 
tures.— Among    our    manutVictutes    there    is    one 
which  is  almost  peculhir  to  France,  which  Colbert 
kindled    up   by  hii  genius.      It    was   buried   under 
the  ruins   of  Lyons:  government   h;)s  exerted  all 
its  endeavours   to  extricate  it.     Lyons  is  again  re- 
stored to    splendour  and  opulence  ;  alieadydoits 
manufactures  impose  a  tribute   on   the  luxury  of 
Europe.     But  the  principle  of  their   success  is  to 
be   found    in   the  luxury  of  France  itself;  it  is  in 
the  changetulness  of  our  taste,  and  the  mutability 
of  our  fashions,   that  foreign  luxury  must  look  tor 
its  aliment,  it  is  it  that  gives  motion  and  life  to  an 
immense  population,   who,   without    that   encou- 
ragement, must  lose  itself  in  cotruption  and  misery. 
—  There   will  soon   be  at  Compicgne,  there   will 
soon  arise  on  the  confines  of  La  Vendee,   a  num- 
ber of  Prytanees,  w!;ere  our  youth  will  be  brought 
up   in   habits  of  industry,   and  instructed   in  the 
mechanical    arts.     From    th.it    soutce    our    dock- 
yaids  and    our   manufacturts   will   one  day  draw 
inspectors  to  direct  their  labours. — Fourteen  mil- 
lions arising  out  of  the  barrier  tax,   and  ten  mil- 
lions out  of  the   cxtraoidinaries,   have  been   em- 
ployed during  the  year  lo  in  improving  the  public- 
roads,    in   keeping    up   the  old    communications. 
New    coinmunicaticus     have    also    been    opened. 
The  Simpion,  Mount-Ccnis,  and  Mount-Genevre, 
•will  soon  open  a  triple  and  easy  access  to  Italy — 
a  liigh  road  will  lead  from  Genoa   to  Marseilles — 
a  road  is  chalked  out  from  S-aint  Esprit  to  Gap — 
another  from  Rennes  to  Brest,  through  Pontivy. 
At  Pontivy  establishments  are  to  be  raised  whieh 
will    have   a    powerful   influence  over  the  public 
mind  of  the  departments  of  which  ci-dcvaiit  Ki  i- 
tanny  was  composed — a  canal  will   introduce  into 
it   new  sources  of  commerce  and  prosperity. — Un 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine  from  Bingen  lo  Coblentz, 
a  necessary  road  is  cut  through  inaccessible  rocks. 
The  neighbouring  Communes  associate   their  la- 
bouis  to   the  saciifices  of  the  public  treasury,  and 
the   people  of   the  other  bank,    who   ridicuUd  the 
folly  of  the   enterprise,   are   astonished  and  con- 
founded at  the  rapidity  of  the  execution. — A  great 
number  of  workmen  are  employed  on   the  Canal 
of  St.  Q^untin. — The  Canal  of  Ourcq   is  opened, 
and  soon  will  Paris  enjoy  the  benefit  of  its  vvatcis, 
and  the  salubiity  aud    the  embellishments  which 
they  promise. — The  canal  intended   to   unite   the 
navigation  of  the  Seine  and  the  Saone,  of  the  Da- 
nube and   the  Rhine,  is   almost   entirely  finished 
as  far  as  Dole,  and  the  public  treasury  already  re- 
ceives in  the   increased   price  of  wood,  to  which 
that    canal   opens   the    approach,     a    sum    equal 
to    that   which    it    has    lurnished   for    the    con- 
tinuance of  the   work. 

CTo  be  cotithiued.J 


DOMESTIC. 

G.-vzETTE. — His  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  24th 
Feb.  was  pleased  to  re-appoint  Thomas  Hare,  of 
Stow  Hall,  Esq.  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Nor- 
folk. 

Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  II,  iSo.'^. — His  Majesty  has 
been  pleased,  hy  his  Royal  Letters  Patent  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  to  grant  the  ft>llowing 
Dignities  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  viz. —  Fo  Ed- 
mond  Henry  Viscount  Limerick,  and  the  Htirs 
Male  of  his  Kody,  tiie  Dignity  of  Earl  of  Lime- 
rick, of  the  County  of  Limerick: — To  WUiiam 
Power  Keating  Viscount  Dunio,  and  the  Heirs 
Male  of  his  Body,  the  Pi^niiy  of  Eail  of  Clau- 


carty,  of  the  County  of  Cork  : — And  to  Charlotte 
Baroness  Nev.'comen,  Wife  of  Sir  William  Glea- 
dowe  Newconien,  Baronet,  the  Dignity  of  Vis- 
countess Newcomer,  of  Moss  Town,  m  the  Coun- 
ty of  Longfoid;  and  the  Dignity  of  Viscount 
Newcomea,  of  Moss  'Fown  aforesaid,  to  the  Heirs 
Male  of  her  Body  by  the  said  Sir  \Vm.  GleaUowe 
Ncwcomen. 

Bankrupts.— Corbett,  J.  Milk-stvcet,  Ware- 
houseman.—Richardson.  J.  Manchester,  cotton- 
spinner.— Spence,  T.  Blackburn,  shopkeeper.— 
Thompson,  W.  jun.  Wolverhampton,  grocer  — 
Spence,  W.  Upper-Catton,  Yorkshire,  coiu-factor. 
Bovles,  J.  Wellclose-square,  wine- merchant.-^ 
Staples,  1-.  Wapping,  Staffordshire,  warehouse- 
man.— Le  Soiief,  P.  Great  Winchester-street,  mer- 
chant.— Reddish,  J.  Sutton,  cotton-factor. — James, 
S.  St.  Philips  Gloucestershire. 

Births.— On  Friday,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Rydtr  of  a 
daughter. 
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The  above  statement  is  exclusive  of  artillery, 
engineers,  artiikers,  and  Militia.— We  beg  oar 
realters  to  pay  a'tention  to  the  number  of  troops 
kept  up  in  the  JVcst  Indies. 
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AMSTtR.  c.  r.  30  2 
I>,  at  sight     3S  9 

RoTTtRDAM    30   3 

Hamburgh  34  5 
Alton  A. ...  34  G 
Paris  1  day  24  8 

Paris 24   12 

b0urdeaux,24  13 

CaD12     .    .    .    3ii 


Madrid 


30     effective 


Leghorn sol 

Naples 40r 

Genoa 46| 

a^us.  Venice,  55    livres  piccole 
2Aus.      eftective  per/^.  ster. 

Lisbon 67| 

Oforto 08-J 

Dublin 13^ 

eff.  BiLBOA     30 

Agio,  bank  on  Hoi.  p. 


PKtCES  CURRENT    IN   LONDON. 


Eng.  Wheat  prq.45i.  to  59s 


Ry 

Barley 

Malt 

Oats 
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Beans  i^ horse).. 
Flour  per  sack 

Seconds 40  . 
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32 
20  . 
40  . 
14  . 
33  . 
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44 


Hops  per  cwt.    oos  to   oos 

Hay  per  load 78  ..  140 

Beef,  per  stone  4s. 4d.  to  6s. 
Mutton  5s.  od.  to  6s  4d. 
Veal  ...  .6s.  od.  to  7s.  4d. 
Pork..  ..  4s.  8d.  to  5s.  8d. 

Tallow 4s.    35d. 

Av.  of  Sugar  pr  cw  40s.  4<J. 
Salt,  per  Bushel  i3s.iod. 
liread  9d  the  Qaar.  Loaf. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

State  of  the  French  Rffublic. — 
Under  this  title,  the  public  has,  within  these 
few  day^,  been  favoured  with  a  lo.ng  paper, 
signed  by  Buonaparte,  the  beginning  of  which 
will  be  found  in  p.  306,  of  this  sheet.  This 
statement  will,  of  course,  be  received  with 
wreat  caution,  particularly  that  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  revival  of  comoierce 
and  manufactures;  but,  while  we  totally 
discredit  all  that  is  said  about  the  riches  of 
France,  we  are  very  far  from  entertaining 
any  hopes  of  her  weakness  arising  from  her 
poverty  :  it  is  the  voice  of  Mars  and  not  of 
Mammon  that  rules  through  her  domains. — 
The  Consul's  observations  with  regard  to 
the  powers  of  the  continent  discover  the 
same  degree  of  contempt  for  truth  and  de- 
cency, with  which  he  has  but  too  often  in- 
sulted the  world,  and  which  insult  the 
•world  most  righteously  merits  at  his  hands. 
—What  he  says,  however,  relative  to  this 
country,  has  a  still  higher  colouring  :  his 
choicest  tints  are  always  reserved  for  us. 
After  having  stated,  that  he  has  an  ambas- 
sador at  Constantinople,  engaged  in  renew- 
ing and  fortifying  the  connexion  between 
France  and  the  Porte,  be  observes,  that  he 
should  have  a  right,  to  complain  of  English 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER.  [312 

troops  being  still  at  Alexandria  and  Malta, 
but  that  he  has  learnt  that  vessels  have  ar- 
rived in  the  Mediterranean  to  bring  those 
troops  avi'ay.  He  proceeds  : — "  The  go- 
"  vernment  pledges  itself  for  the  preserva- 
"  tion  of  peace  on  the  continent,  and  hopes 
"  for  the  continuation  of  peace  by  sea;  a 
*•'  peace  which  every  people  wants  and 
**  wishes  for,  and  to  gratify  this  wnsh,  the 
"  government  will  do  every  thing  compa- 
"  tible  with  the  national  honour,  which  ho- 
"  nour  is  essentially  connected  with  the 
"  strict  execution  of  treaties.  But,  in  England, 
"  {\\zxe  'ixe  tivo  parties,  ivhich  are  disputing 
''for  po^uer :  one  has  made  pence  and  ap- 
"  pears  determined  to  maintain  it ;  the  other 
"  has  sworn  an  implacable  hatred  to  France. 
"  Hence  the  fluctuation  in  the  opinions  and 
"  councils  of  that  country,  and  an  attitude 
"  at  once  pacific  and  menacing.     While 

"    THIS  STRUGGLE  OF  PARTIES  SHALL  LAST, 

"  tliere  are  certain  measures  which  pru- 
"  dence  compels  the  French  Republic  to 
"  take :  Ji've  hundred  thousand  men  ought  to 
"  be,  and  shall  be,  kept  in  readiness  to  defender 
"•  to  AVENGE  hef. — Strange  necessity,  im- 
"  posed  by  miserable  passions,  on  two  na- 
"  tions  who,  from  common  interest,  are  equally 
"  attached  to  pe?ce. — But,  whatever  be  the 
"  success  of  intrigue  at  London,  it  shall  not 
"  draiu  any  other  nations  into  7ieiu  leagues  ;  and 
"  the  government  says  it  with  a  laudable 
"  pride,  that,  England,   single-handed, 

"    IS  NO  LONGER  ABLE  TO  CONTEND  A- 

"  GAINST  France."— This  fact,  this  hu- 
miliating fact,  was  acknowledged,  ratified, 
signed  and  sealed,  by  the  disgraceful  treat v  of 
Amiens,  that  treaty  which,  according  to  Mr. 
Sheridan,  every  man  in  England  was  '''glad 
of,"  that  treaty  at  which  Mr.  Fox  rejoiced, 
because  it  was  "  glorious  to  France  and  to  the 
First  Consul."  The  nation,  says  the  Maid- 
stone patriot,  ""  may  bs  subjugated,  but  the 
people  mtjst  eat."  The  same  sentiment,  the 
same  acknowledgment  oi  inferiority  to  France, 
of  want  of  power  to  contend  against  her, 
has  been  made  fifty  times  over,  in  the 
Houses  of  Lords  and  of  Commons ;  the 
world  now  regards  us  as  sunk  into  the 
crowd  of  second-rate  powers  ;  and,  what  is 
still  worse,  what  puts  the  final  seal  to  our 
doom,  is,  nine-tenths  of  the  base  people  are 
ready  to  join  in  the  confession,  nay  some  of 
them  even  rejoice  at  it  as  the  best,  most  ef- 
fectual, and  only  infallible  security  for  the 
durability  of  the  "  blessings  of  peace !"— « 
Buonaparte  has  been  well  informed  on  this 
topic  :  he  has  traced  this  temper  of  mind 
through  all  the  vehicles  of  public  opinion, 
and  he  has,  in  this  last  address  to  us,  made 
a  very  artful  attempt  to  prevent  the  impair- 


313] 


FEBRUAKY  26  to 


ing  of  sentiments  so  favourable  to  his  views. 
He  lells  ns,  in  substance,  that  two  parties 
are  disputing  for  political  power  amongst 
us  ;  that  he  approves  of  one  of  them  and 
disapproves  of  the  other,  and  that  until  we 
have  silenced  the  party  which  he  does  not 
like,  France  will  keep  five  hundred  thousand 
men  ready  to  make  war  upon  us.  It  is  im- 
possible to  read  the  hints  contained  in  this 
part  of  the  statement,  without  reverting  to 
the  Proclamation  addressed  by  Buonaparte 
to  the  Swiss,  for  whom  he  was  then  prepar- 
ing a  new  constitution  of  government, 
"  You  have  afforded,"  Kays  he,  "■'  for  two 
*'  years,  an  affikting  spectacle.  Opposite  fac- 
"  ttons  have  successively  taken  possession  of 
"  the  sovereign  authority."  (l)  He  next 
reminded  them  of  the  "  riihercihle  passions," 
by  which  they  were  rendered  continually 
wieiched;  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
determination  to  interfere,  to  put  an  end,  for 
ever,  to  this  "  struggle  of  parties,"  and  to 
provide  for  the  lasting  peace  and  happiness 
of  Switzerland.  The  rest  is  known.  And, 
we  again  beg  the  English  reader  not  to 
mock  the  poor  Swiss;  for  the  saying,  though 
trivial  is  not  less  true,  that  mocking  is  catch- 
ing. We  do  not  say,  that  Buonaparte  will 
order  English  deputies  to  repair  to  Paris, 
in  order  to  receive  his  instructions;  but,  we 
will  just  take  the  liberty  to  ask,  what  would 
be  the  consequence  if  he  were  to  insist  upon 
the  expulsion  of  iVIr.  Windham  from  the  Par- 
liatnent  as  the  only  condition  of  keeping 
peace  with  this  country  ?  We  do  not  say  he 
will  make  such  a  demand;  we  hope  he  will 
not ;  but  we  put  the  case,  and  should  like 
to  know  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  the 
possessors  of  that  precious  capital,  which 
is,  in  the  last  resort,  to  save  us  from  the 
arms  and  the  machinations  of  France  :  we 
should  like  to  hear  their  candid  answer 
to  this  question  ;  whether  they  would  not 
consent  to,  nay,  whether  they  would  not 
clamour  for,  such  expulsion,  rather  than  see 
the  three  per  cents,  reduced  to  4/  ?  But, 
without  having  any  such  sudden  and  violent 
effect,  the  hint  of  Buonaparte  will  operate 
pot  less  efficaciously.  It  has  set  the  lovers 
of  peace  and  plenty  to  thinking.  They 
have  already  discovered  that  it  is  by  no 
means  so  unreasonable  as  sorne  people  may 
imagine.  And,  indeed,  what  rise  are  par- 
ties of?  What  good  do  they  do  ?  They  are 
continually  making  ill-ivill !  If  it  were  not 
for  them,  there  would  be  no  war,  no  need 
of  fleets,  nor  of  armies,  and,  of  course,  no 
peed  of  taxes,  except  just  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  national  debt;  and^  as  a  proof  of 
this,  does  not  Buonaparte  say,  that  if  it  were 

(1)  SfcVol,ILp,4i3. 
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not  for  these  high-flying  hot-headed  fellows, 
he  should  now  disband  his  five  hundred 
thousand  men?  What  a  shame,  that  two 
nations,  that  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  good 
sober,  honest,  and  industrious  citizens, 
should  be  kept  in  continual  hot  water,  and 
be  continually  burdened  with  taxes,  merely 
to  humour  the  whim  of  a  handful  (not 
above  two  dozen)  of  "  quixotic  alarmists  !" 
— This  is  the  sort  of  sentiments,  which  are 
fast  gaining  ground,  and  that  too  through 
all  ranks  of  life;  and,  we  shall  very  soon 
hear  it  asserted,  luithin  as  well  as  without 
doors,  that  it  is  time  for  all  party  divisions 
to  be  put  an  end  to.  In  short,  there  will, 
ere  long,  be  only  one  party,  and  that  one 
will  be  composed  of  those  peroons,  who 
may  be  honoured  with  the  special  good 
will  of  Buonaparte. — -This  is  the  second 
direct  attack,  which  the  government  of 
France  has,  within  these  six  weeks,  made 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  British  Parliament. 
The  former  was  more  insolent,  but  the  lat- 
ter is  in  the  7iame  even  of  the  Consul.  Yet, 
not  a  word  is  said  about  this  in  either 
House.  Mk.  Sheridan,  who  moved  to 
have  Reeves's  painphlet  burnt  by  the  hands 
oi  the  common  hangman,  even  Mk.  She- 
ridan, the  great  champion  of  the  liberty  of 
speech,  says  not  a  word  of  these  publications 
from  Paris,  which  circulate,  in  every  shape 
that  print  can  possibly  assume,  from  one 
end  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  other. 
Great  and  terrible  was  the  outcry  that  he 
raised  against  the  founder  of  the  loyal  as- 
sociations ;  but,  not  a  word  does  he  utter 
against  Buonaparte:  no  brilliant  sallies: 
none  of  those  borrowed  jests  that  were 
wont  to  set  the  Flouse  in  a  roar :  even  the 
powers  of  plagiarism  seem  to  have  failed 
him  :  alas  !  poor  Yorick  1  Quite  chop-fal- 
len I — As  to  the  fact,  respecting  the  evacua- 
tion of  Egypt  and  Malta,  we  have  no  doubt 
of  the  correctness  of  Buonaparte's  state- 
ment. Some  little  delay,  some  paltry  shift, 
just  to  save  appearances,  will  first  be  tried, 
tind  then  the  evacuation  will  take  place, 
after  having  cost  this  country  a  million  or 
two  more  than  it  would  have  cost,  if  the 
evacuation  had  taken  place  agreeably  to 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  Not  that  we  our- 
selves regret  this  :  we  sincerely  wish  that  a 
pole  tax  were  laid  upon  the  nation  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  the  dignity  of  the 
Addingtons. — In  answer  to  Buonaparte's 
assertion,  that  "  England,  single  banded,  is 
"  no  longer  able  to  contend  against  France" 
the  demi-ofKcial  paper,  of  tha  3d  instant, 
observes,  "  IFe  trust  it  ivill  not  be  neces- 
sary 1  / 1"  There  spoke  the  Addingtons! 
There  breathed  the  soul  of  the  noble  high- 
spirited  youth,  who  proposed  the  march  (.0 
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Paris  ! — "  JFt'  trust  it  ivill  not  he  neccs- 
"  sary /.'.'"  And,  do  we  yet  call  ourselves 
Englishmen  ?  Have  we  the  impudence  to 
affect  to  be  drsccnded  from  tliose  men,  who 
held  it  as  a  maxim,  that  one  Englishman 
was  as  good  as  thrfc  Frenchmen  ?  "  //v 
*'  truft  it  lu'ill  not  he  necessary .'! !"  Poor 
whining  creatures !  And  yet  the  hirelings 
of  this  ministry  have  the  effrontery  to  re- 
present the  editor  of  this  work  as  a  person 
whose  labours  tend  to  lower  the  spirit,  and 
to  drgrade  the  character,  of  the  nation  ! 

Mr.  Peltier's  trial,  which  was  no- 
ticed in  our  last,  and  respecting  which  a 
letter  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this 
sheet,  is  mentioned  here  only  with  a  view 
of  comparing  some  of  the  principles,  laid 
down  by  the  Attorney-General,  with  the 
practice,  which,  a  few  days  before,  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Royal  Court  of  Jersey. 
The  Attorney-General  had  been  asked, 
why,  if  Mr.  Peltier  was  prosecuted  for  libels 
against  Buonaparte,  the  republishers  of  the 
infamous  libels,  in  the  Moniteur,  against 
his  Majesty  and  his  late  ministers,  were  not 
prosecuted.  The  Attomey-General  replied, 
that  he  did  not  prosecute  the  London  news- 
printers  for  republishing  the  French  libels 
against  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers,  be- 
cause it  v/as  evident,  tliat  they  did  Kct 
originate  with  the  pub'ihiiers,  and  v;ere 
given  merely  by  way  of  conveying  infor- 
mation. The  proceedings  in  the  Island  of 
Jersey  furnish  a  pretty  comment  upon 
this  maxim,  and  show,  at  once,  the  rapid, 
the  fearful  progress,  which  we  are  making 
towards  the  goal  of  slavery. — For  several 
months  past,  there  has  resided  in  Jersey,  in 
contempt  and  defiance  of  the  orders  of  go- 
vernment, one  of  those  persons,  whom  the 
French  have  sent  into  the  King's  dominions, 
under  ihe  title  of  Commlssaircs  dcs  Relations 
Commercidles,  and  who,  in  general,  are  very 
expert  engineers.  The  commissaire  at  Jer- 
sey, though  acknowledged  in  no  public  ca- 
pacity, had  the  insolence  to  prefer  a  com- 
plaint against  the  printers  for  inserting  pa- 
ragraphs from  the  Lor.don  papers,  oti'ensive 
to  Buonaparte,  and  to  threaten,  that,  if  the 
practice  was  not  punished,  Buonaparte 
would  certainly  revenge  himself  upon  Jer- 
sey. This  threat  had  the  desired  effect: 
iwo  of  the  printers  v.-ere  brought  before  the 
Royal  Court,  on  the  5th  of  February  ;  and, 
though  they  were  pardoned,  for  the  lirst  of- 
fence, seeing  that  they  had  done  nothing 
but  publish  a  faithful  translation  from  the 
London  papers,;  yet,  a  positive  injunction 
was  laid  on  them,  not  to  publish,  in  future, 
any  thing  offeii'^ive  to  France,  even  from  the 
London  papers! — Has  not  Buonaparte  got 
his  hand  in  the  country  ?  Pcor  p-aitry  nior- 


tals,  who,  while  their  knees  knock  toge- 
ther, affect  to  see  no  danger  at  hand,  may 
amuse  us  with  our  wooden-walls  and  such 
common-place  subjects  of  boastingj  but,  is 
there  a  man  of  sense,  is  there  a  man  of  truth, 
is  there  a  man  of  honour,  in  the  whole 
country  who  will  seriously  and  sincerely  de- 
ny that  we  are  the  slaves  of  this  Corsicin  ? 
— Mark  the  different  doctrine  in  the  two 
courts: — in  Westminster  Hail,  it  is  held 
la-zvful  to  republish  any  a  i  tides  from  the 
Mouileur  against  bis  Majesfy : — in  the  Royal 
Court  of  Jersey,  it  is  held  unlawful  \.q  repub- 
lish any  articles  from  the  London  papers 
against  Buonaparte  \  I  !  The  cases  are  exactly 
in  point,  but  with  this  aggravation,  that 
the  injunction  at  Jersey  goes  to  prohibit  the 
circulation  of  what  is  written,  printed,  and 
tolerated,  in  the  capital  of  that  Einpire  to 
which  Jersey  belongs!  !  !  And  yet  we  call 
ourselves  an  independent  nation !  We  may 
continue  to  do  so;  but,  we  shall  not,  by 
that  trick,  deceive  the  world  :  we  cannot 
hide  the  disgraceful  fact  from  ourselves, 
much  less  shall  we  be  able  to  hide  it  from 
those,  by  whom  v/e  were  formerly  hated, 
and  who  have  now  exultingly  changed  their 
hatred  iuto  contempt. — But,  in  the  midst  of 
all  tliese  assaults,  these  nev/  and  hitherto 
unheard  of,  assaults  upon  what  has  been 
called  the  liberty  of  the  press,  where  are  the 
champions  of  that  "  imsti»iab!e  right,"  that 
"  palladium  of frrc  men?''  Where  is  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr. 
Erskine  ?  where  is  Mr.  Fox,  "  the  patriot 
"  Fox,''  who  is  said  to  have  lived  once, 
during  the  whole  of  a  long  hard  winter, 
upon  nothing  in  the  world  but  the  liberty 
of  the  press  ?  What  !  will  he  give  up  his 
meat,  drink,  and  clothing  in  thi^  way,  with- 
out a  struggle,  without  a  grumble,  without 
one  single  word  of  remonstrance  !  He  has, 
indeed,  learnt  la  science  de  seiaire  !  Corsican, 
we  thanlc  thee  for  having  humbled  these 
men  !  How  forward,  how  bold,  how  auda- 
cious were  they,  when  they  had  to  contend 
with  a  poor,  feeble,  faint-hearted  British 
ministry;  how  resolutely  did  they  maintain 
the  right  of  Citizen  Lee  and  thousands  of 
oiLiers  to  defame  their  own  Sovereign,  his  fa- 
mily and  his  saired  oiiHce  !  Where  is  now 
their  resolution  ?  Where  is  all  that  decla- 
matory bombast,  in  favour  of  the  press,  which 
was  wont  to  ring  through  St.  Stephen's 
chapel  from  the  year  179O  to  1799  ' 

Napper  Tandy's  Letter  to  Lord  Pel- 
ham. — This  letter,  which  will  be  lound,  at 
length  in  our  last  sheet,  p.  275,  is  worthy  of 
our  attention  on  account  of  one  passage 
only.  '•  With  respect  to  my  life,"  says  the 
condemned  traitor,  "  I  never  thought  i  '' 
"  owed  any  gratitude  to  your  government 
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"  for  it.  I  owe  my  life  to  this  great  and 
*'  generous  people,  toiha  Jirsi  of  711071,  to  the 
"  hero,  the  pacificator,  '^cubo  said,  that,  if  I 
"  fell.,  I  should  fall  nvitb  denial  lustre." — 
Now,  ir  must  be  known  to  every  one,  ihiU 
this  publication  would  not  have  appeared, 
if  it  had  been  displeasing  to  the  French  go- 
vernment. It  is  little  matter  whether  the 
traitor  speaks  truth  or  not :  lie  will  be  be- 
lieved by  nine-tenths  ot"  his  readers,  pai- 
ticularly  in  Ireland;  and,  indeed,  there  is 
no  reason  for  not  believing  him,  since  even 
the  government  papers  have  not  ventured  to 
contradict  his  statement. — What  a  lesson  to 
the  disaffected  in  Ireland  !  A  traitor,  who 
had  borne  arms  against  his  country,  who 
had  even  invaded  it  at  the  head  of  a  French 
army,  who  had  been  taken,  tried,  and  con- 
demned, now  publicly  proclaims  to  the 
whole  world,  that  he  was  set  at  liberty 
in  co77seque7icc  of  a  threat  of  Biio.iaparte  ! 
Never  was  there  so  direct,  so  forcible  an  en- 
couragement as  this  traitor  holds  out  to 
plots,  conspiracies,  and  rebellion.  Such  an 
example  would  create  treason  almost  under 
the  very  ribs  of  loyalty  !  Who  knows  what 
share  the  triumph  of  this  villain  may  have 
had  in  stimulating  Desi'ard  to  the  bloody 
deed,  which  he  had  planned,  and  which  he 
was  upon  the  point  of  executing?  It  was 
given  in  evidence  against  him,  that  he  told 
his  associates,  that  the  attack  on  the  Tower 
was  postponed,  because  "  he  expected 
*'  7no7iey  and  Tieivs  from  France  !"  (2)  No 
weight  has  been  given  to  this  circumstance. 
Great  care  was  taken  not  to  sift  it,  nay,  not 
to  touch  upon  it  again.  In  this,  as  in  all 
Other  instances,  where  our  safety  is  concern- 
ed, we  have  discovered  a  fear  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  truth,  an  anxiety  not  to  see  the 
horrible  abyss  intowhich  we  are  falling.  We 
seem  to  be  actuated  by  exactly  the  same  feel- 
ing as  those  unhappy  wretches,  who  draw  a 
cap  or  handkerchief  over  their  eyes  to  hide 
:from  their  sight  the  dismal  apparatus  of 
death. 

English  Manufacture^. — In  our  last 
sheet,  p.  271,  we  inserted  an  account  of  the 
proscription,  if  we  may  so  express  ouiselves, 
■which  the  Swiss,  at  the  command  of  the 
French  General,  have  issued  against  goods 
of  English  manufacture,  and,  indeed,  against 
merchandize  in  general  coming  from  Eng- 
land. Jn  the  mean  time,  such  regulations, 
inconsequence  of  the  same  influence  have 
been  adopted  in  Holland,  as  must,  we  think, 
very  soon  shut  our  staple  manufacture  out 
of  that  country  5  while  in  Piedmont  and  in 

(2)  Src  report  of  the  trial.  True  Bjjtoii,  loth 
Wltimo. 


MARCH  5,   1803.  [3  I  a 

Spain  measures  have  been  taken  to  cut  off 
from  us  the  means  ot  coming  at  the  raw 
silk  of  the  former,  and  the  fine  wool  of  the 
latter.  As  to  Piedmont,  it  is  now,  thank? 
to  the  Richmond  Park  Ministry,  the  27tli 
military  division  of  France,  a  quality  whicli 
puts  it,  together  with  all  its  products  and 
resources,  under  the  absolute,  and,  indeed, 
the  lawful,  controul  of  Buonaparte  ,  but, 
the  ministers  having  affected  to  consider 
Spain  as  an  indc;pe7uknt  power,  the  edict 
passed  against  us  in  that  country  wouhl  seem 
to  have  rather  more  of  the  nature  of  an  act 
of  hostility  on  the  part  of  France,  at  wiios* 
demand  it  has  been  passed.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  manufacture  of  the  finest  English 
cloths  absolutely  requires  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  Spanish  wool.  The  vain  attempts  to 
supply  the  place  of  this  commodity,  or  ra- 
ther to  obtain  the  coramoditj  without  having 
recourse  to  Spain,  are  fresh  in  every  one's 
memory,  and  have  only  served  to  prove  the 
absolute  necessity  of  importations  of  wool 
from  Spain.  The  French  have  been  duly  ap- 
prised of  this  circumstance,  and,  as  it  was 
foreseen  and  foretold  at  the  time  of  making 
the  peace,  they  have  already  taken  effectual 
measures  for  obstructing,  or,  at  least,  im- 
posing  a  burthen  on  that  importation.  Our 
dealers  in  Spanish  wool,  have,  to  their  great 
surprize,  found  that  there  exists,  in  Spain, 
an  edict  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  v.-ool, 
except  it  be  so/d.  to  a  Fre7ichrrian,  and,  we  be- 
lieve, unless  it  be  also  shipped  first  to  France. 
The  consequence  of  this  measure  is,  not  al- 
together a  want  of  the  commodity  in  our 
manufactures,  but  an  enhancement  of  the 
price.  Our  capital,  as  the  wise  young  Lord 
Hawkesbury  told  the  planters  ol  Deinerar.-?, 
will  always  (as  long  as  it  lasts)  command 
the  raw  material  ;  but  it  comes  at  a  higher 
price  than  if  we  possessed  our  ancient  poli- 
tical power;  it  comes  loaded  with  a  duty 
which  it  has  paid  at  Havre  de  Grace;  ic 
comes  charged  with  a  tribute  paid  to  France  ; 
paid  to  the  nation  which  has  more  political 
influence  than  v/e.  The  trade  is  now  car- 
ried on  in  this  way  :  a  partnership  is  ibrnjed 
between  a  house  in  France  and  a  house  in 
England.  I'he  former  purchases  the  woo), 
bring-;  it  to  France  ;  and  the  latter  receive.? 
it  from  France,  paying,  of  course,  a  hand- 
some profit  to  the  French  house.  This  is  a 
curious  mode  of  obtaining,  at  an  easy  rate,  a 
share  in  the  profits  of  English  industry,  a 
portion  of  the  interest  on  English  capital. 
France  is  a  sort  of  '•leeping  partner  in  our 
national  firm  :  she  has  her  full  portion  of 
the  benefits,  without  appearing  in  the  drud- 
gery and  dirt  of  the  business.  If  we  co.m- 
plain,  if  we  ajk  by  what  right  she  insists 
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upon  this  share,  she  will  tell  us :  "  by  that  i  posed,  that  this  lesson  has  been  lost  upon 
"  right  which  we  have  conquered  from  yon,  I  the  world,  and  particularly  upon  a  people, 
"  the  right  cf  ibe  siuord," — The  lovers  of  ]  who  have  been  systematically  taught,  that 
"  peace^nd  a /aro^^" /o^"  will  comfort  them-  |  nothing  is  of  any  value  but  money?    That 


selves  with  observing,  that  it  is  no  matter, 
lor  that  the  enhancement  in  the  price  of  the 
wool  will,  by  rendering  the  cloth  dearer, 
only  take  more  mom \j  from  our  customers^  so 
that,  in  the  end,  the  nation  will  lose  nothing 
by  this  exertion  of  French  power.  This  is 
not  true;  for,  first,  whatever  France  ^i3i«; 
by  our  means  is  a  loss  to  us  ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  a  great  part  of  "  onr  customers"  zxt  our- 
selves. But,  if  ii/Vonr  finest  cloths  were  actually 
exported,  every  pennyoi  enhancement  in  their 
price,  tends  to  give  a  preference  to  the  cloths 
of  other  countries.  This  oppression  may  have 
no  very  striking  effect  for  sometime;  but 
it  will  in  the  end,  and,  as  the  government 
of  France  becomes  consolidated,  capital  will 
remove  to  within  the  sphere  of  its  all-pro- 
tecting power,  and  this  removal  will  be 
greatly  accelerated  by  the  proofs,  which  are 
daily  exhibited  to  the  world,  of  the  feeble- 
ness of  our  own  government.  Confidence 
in  the  French  government  is  daily  and  hour- 
ly increasing,  while  the  exactly  opposite  sen- 
timent is  growing  into  vogue  with  respect  ro 
our  own  Ivtillions  of  capital  have  already 
been  removed,  and,  lamentable  as  is  the  fact, 
men  begin  to  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
the  dominions  of  France  will  be  the  onh 
flace  of  safety  for  property  or  person  !  Base, 
infamously  base  indeed,  must  be  the  mind 
that  can  bear  the  idea  of  such  a  refuge  ;  but, 
alas !  it  is  useless  to  rail.  We  have  confess- 
ed ourselves  vfr'ior  to  France ;  we  have 
made  a  treaty  with  her  upon  the  principle 
of  aekr.ozi'ledged  inferiority  ;  it  has  been  pro- 
claimed to  the  world,  and  the  whole  world 
believes  it,  that  we  ait  ih^  lo?iger  able  to  con- 
iend  against  her;  and,  who,  then,  shall 
blame  the  mass  of  the  people  for  looking 
after  security  where  alone  it  is  to  be  found  .' 
Who  shall  blame  them  for  seeking  to  ap- 
pease before  hand,  the  wrath  of  the  enraged 
victor  ?  With  sorrow,  with  shame,  we  make 
the  acknowledgment,  but  we  do,  from  the 
bottom  of  our  souls,  believe,  that  this  has 
been  {he  principal  object  of  a  great  n:ajority 
of  those,  who  have  gone  hence  to  prostrate 
themselves  at  the  Court  of  St.  Cloud  1  The 
fate,  too,  of  the  French  Royalists,  is  a  most 
persuasive  monitor  on  this  subject.  A  re- 
sistance against  the  French  Revolutionists, 
whether  in  or  out  of  France,  has  constantly 
been  punished  with  ruin,  and  not  untre- 
quently  with  death,  while  all  their  partizans 
have  been  protected,  even  when  found  at 
the  foot  of  the  gallows.     Is  it  to  be  sup- 


the  wealthy  fools  will  be  deceived  is  cer- 
tain :  but  that  is  no  matter  :  they  will  per- 
ceive their  error  when  it  is  too  late  to  save 
either  themselves  or  their  country. 

St.  DoMfNGo. — To  this  very  important 
object  we  find  it  frequently  necessary  to 
recur.  The  Island  is  not  "  evacuated" 
yet  ;  and,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  reports 
lately  received,  the  work  of  reduction  goes 
on  with  every  prospect  of  success. — Many 
fresh  troops  had  arrived  when  the  last  ad- 
vices came  away.  Great  numbers  are  upoi> 
the  eve  of  going  out.  The  commerce  is 
an  object  of  attention,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  official  dispatches  in  our  last,  p.  27-1. 
When  the  internal  disorders  of  the  Island 
are  a  little  quieted,  let  .lamaica  t;ike  care. 
The  ministers  seem  to  be  duly  apprized  of 
the  "  additional  security,"  which  we  have 
derived  from  the  French  war  against  the 
"•  Black  Empire,"  and  are  giving  a  striking 
proof  of  it  by  keeping,  on  that  station,  just 
clonhle  the  maritime  force  which  they  kept 
there  previous  to  the  signing  of  the  preli- 
minaries, though  the  fearful  Black  Empire 
was  then  in  full  prosperity,  and  though  we 
were  at  war  with  the  three  principal  mari- 
time powers  of  Europe  ! — So  much  for 
Lord  Castlereagh's  plan  of  aiding  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Black  Empire  for  the 
sake  of  the  security  of  our  own  colonies  !— 
So  much  for  "  safe  politicians  I" 

Switzerland,  v.-ith  all  its  constitutions^ 
will  be  noticed  hereafter. 


Our  Corre<;pondemts  mi'II  have  the  goodness 
to  excuse  us  till  next  week,  when  they  shall  he 
attended  to,  particularly  on  the  atTairr;  of  the 
Naw. — The  Letter  to  Ld.  St.  Vincent  shall  ap- 
pear, without  fail. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  our  read- 
ers, that  the  first  part  of  the  authentic  and  very 
interesting  Memoires  du  Comte  Joseph  de  Pui- 
SAvr  has  just  hccn  published  in  London.  This 
is,  we  believe,  the  most  valuable  work  hitherto 
published  on  the  French  Revolution. 

%*  The  2d  Number  of  the  Mercure  .^nglois 
D«  CoBiiETT  was  published  on  Wednesday  last. — 
This  work  is  sold  by  E.Harding,  No.  i8,  Pall 
Mall,  by  Dulau  and  Co.  Solio  Square,  and  by 
Mr.  Bagshaw,  Bow  Street,  Covent  Garden.  The 
work  of  M.  DE  PuiSAYE  is  sold  by  the  .same  per- 
sons.— Mr.  Cobbett  takes  this  opportunity  to 
recommend,  to  his  friends,  Mr.  Harding,  who 
has  succeeded  him  as  a  Bookseller  in  Pall  Mall, 
and  on  whose  punciuality  the  utmust  reliance 
may  be  placed.— Mr.  Coebet  t's  address  is,  Duke 
Street,  VVtstuiinsLcr. 
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LONDOy,  March   5   to  March  12,  1803. 
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TO    JAMES    MAC    INT05II,     ESQ. 

Sir, — in  resuming  the  subject  of  your 
defence  of  Mr.  Peltier,  I  think  it  not  unne- 
cessary to  re- state  the  motives,  by  which  I 
am  actuated  in  this  discussion.  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  impute  animadver- 
sions, such  as  I  have  entered  on  with  respect 
to  your  speech,  to  some  private  and  sinister 
motive;  but,  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility, 
that  I  should  be  so  actuated  in  the  present 
instance.  You  have  never  had  any  dispute 
or  concern  with  mej  J  never  saw  you  above 
three  times  in  my  life  ;  the  sentiments  I 
have  heard  you  utter,  as  to  public  matters, 
were  such  as  1  could  not  dislike,  and  your 
revolutionary  or  other  writings  1  have  never 
read.  My  mind  was,  with  regard  to  you, 
a  sheet  of  blank  paper,  and  happy  should  I 
have  been  to  fill  it  up  with  commendations. 
Nor,  it  I  have  taken  a  ditTerent  course,  is  my 
conduct  to  be  ascribed  to  a  desire  to  censure 
you,  but  to  remove  censure,  accumulated 
and  unmerited  censure,  from  the  conduct 
and  the  character  of  your  client,  who,  as  I 
before  observed,  incurs,  from  the  unquali- 
fied praises  of  your  defence,  a  new  condem- 
nation. This  is,  this  must  be,  evident  to 
every  man,  that,  if  your  defence  was  the  lest 
that  ever  ivds  made,  Mr.  Peltier's  must  have 
been  a  most  desperate  cause.  Had  not  the 
news-papers  joined  in  concert  to  extol  your 
speech,  had  that  speech  not  been  publicly 
represented  as  the  highest  exertion  of  hu- 
man talent,  I  might,  nevertheless,  have  per- 
ceived its  defects,  and  I  certainly  should 
h^ve  lamented  its  total  inefficacy;  but  I 
should  not  have  thought  myself  called  upon 
for  any  observations  upon  it ;  1  si  ould  have 
left  my  readers  to  form  their  own  judgment, 
and  should  have  contented  myself  with  si- 
lent regret.  The  commendations,  the  sys- 
tematic, the  unbounded  applause,  bestowed 
on  the  speech,  totally  altered  the  case.  From 
the  moment  it  became  a  subject  of  praise, 
through  the  channel  of  the  press,  it  became 
a  legitimate  subject  of  discussion  5  and, 
when  it  was  considered  that  such  praise  must 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Peltier,  that 
discussion  became,  in  my  opinion,  an  im- 
perious duty  with  every  one  who  thought  as 
1  did,  and  who  had  similar  meaus  in  his 
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hands. — Such,  Sir,  are  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  take  up  the  pen,  and 
these  motives  will,  I  am  persuaded,  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  every  sensible  and 
honourable  man. 

2.  The  second  point  of  view,  in  which  I 
am  about  to  consider  your  defence,  is,  as  it 
relates  to  ihc  precedents  on  which  the  prose- 
cution was  founded. — The  doctrine  of  a  li- 
bel. Sir,  I  take  to  be  this :  that  any  thing 
spoken  or  written,  or  even  any  ludicrous 
drawings  or  pictures,  that  tend  to  the  ridi- 
cule or  debasement  of  a  person,  and  to  the 
bringing  of  him  into  disrepute,  may  irritate 
such  an  one  to  commit  a  breach  of  the 
peace  J  and,  that  the  truth  of  the  matter,  so 
spoken  or  written,  does  not  diminish  the 
guilt  of  the  libel,  because,  true  or  falsie,  it 
equally  tends  to  a  breach  of  the  Kng's 
peace.  But,  when  this  law  of  libels  (which, 
by  the  by,  appears  to  have  grown  out  of  the 
"  blessed  art  of  printing")  was  promulga  ted, 
it  never  entered  into  the  minds  of  our  an- 
cestors, that  this  rule,  liowever  politic  and 
expedient  amongst  the  subjects  of  the  same 
country,  should  extend  to  men  and  things 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  and  allegiance  of  the 
laws  and  sovereign  of  this  realm.  Buona- 
parte did  not  ov/e  local  allegiance  here,  and 
consequently  was  without  the  pale  of  the 
law  of  England,  every  maxim  of  which  is 
built  upon  the  ground  of  perfect  equality 
and  reciprocity}  that  is  to  say,  everyone 
that  can  sue  or  prosecute  anotht-r,  is  liable 
to  be  sued  or  prosecuted  by  that  other,  for  a 
similar  damage  or  offence.  But,  Buona- 
parte cannot  be  prosecuted  for  a  libel  against 
Mr.  Peltier:  he  may  libel  !iim,  his  Official 
Gazette  has  libelled  him,  the  libels  hiva 
been  published  in  this  realm,  and  the  law 
cannot  reach  the  offender,  nor  is  it  reason- 
able that  it  should,  because  one  of  the  par- 
ties not  being  here,  and  not  having  the  fa- 
culty of  coming  here,  his  libels  cannot  pos- 
sibly tend  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  No- 
thing, therefore,  is  so  clear,  nothing  so  ma- 
nifestly just,  that,  for  no  libel,  or  pretended 
libel,  against  Buonaparte,  published  in  this 
realm,  ought  Mr.  Peltier,  or  any  other  per- 
son, to  be  considered  as  liable  to  punish- 
ment by  the  English  law.  In  opposition, 
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lidwevcr,  to  these  wise  and  jusr  maxims,  two 
precedents  were  cited  :  one  the  decision 
*\vith  respect  to  1/Ord  George  C^ordon's  si- 
tnck  '  ]■'  t !';■'.  hue  unfortunate  anil  lamented 
Quern  o;  Frnnce  ;  and  the  other,  the  censure 
on  ill-  coi  duct  and  characi.  ;■  of  the  late 
Enipc:ir  of  Russia  byl\lr.  Vir;,   the  then 


pend  uDon  an  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
people  j  and,  as  that  opposition  must  arise, 
in  the  first  instance,  from  the  suggestions 
of  individuals,  crying  against  the  n;acliina- 
tions  of  the  power  by  whom  their  lib  -rties 
an.'  independence  were  threatened,  the  si- 
lencing of  those  individuals  by  the  arm  of 


editor  of  the  Courier,      i  do  not  pretend  to  i  law  must  of  necessity  lead   to  the  intended 


say,   that  these   precedents  w-ere   not   fairi\ 
^lit  forward;   bur,   it  appears   to   me,   that 


subjugation.      There  are,  indeed,   different 
degrees  in  censure,  as  well  as  in  most  other 


you   shcjuld   have  observed,    that  they  were  ]  things;  but,  having  once  generally  acknow 


precedents  of  a  very  modern  date,  and  of  a 
very  dangerous  tendency.  It  wf:s  certainl)' 
vorthy  ot  remark,  that,  during  the  long  and 
glorious  ,'innn!.s  of  our  country,  during 
Piuclvc  triil:iyi:f  oi' jurisprr.dence,  no  similar 
case  couh!  be  found  till  within  ttuenfy years  ! 
Precedents,  thougii  of  some  weight,  are  fre- 
quently to  be  adr.iitted  with  great  distrust, 
especially  if  they  be  recent,  and  more  parti- 
cularly if  tliey  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  law;  and,  if  they  be  found  to  form  an 
innovaiici  upon  long  and  established  maxims 
and  practice,  they  ;ire,  and  ought  to  be,  al- 
most ahv;iys  set  aside.  Their  nnvdty  does, 
indeed,  in  some  instances,  arise  out  of  the 
necessary  novelty  of  the  case.  A  precedent, 
for  insi.ince,  touching  the  forgery  of  Bank 
rsotes  caiiuot  hecxpecied  to  be  more  ancient 
than  tlie  imcniion  of  il;at  sdit  of  currency, 
because  the  oflVnce  could  not  pd.'jsibly  have 
a  previous  rvi.-,tc,nce.  But,  a  similar  apology 
could  not  i>ave  been  set  up,  ni  the  presfut 
case  :  the  matter  tor  libels,  tlie  menus  of  li- 
belling, and  the  lavv'  oi  libels,  had  all  existed 
for  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  years,  in  this 
country  ;  and,  therefore,  the  recent,  the  very 
j-ecent  da:e,  of  the  precedents  cited  by  tlic 
Attorney  General,  was  a  strong  presump- 
tion against  them  ;  and,  if  it  had  been  clear- 
ly and  forcibly  slated,  must  have  had  great 
weight  in  the  minds  of  the  jury,  The  ilan- 
gcr,  too,  of  irnplicitly  admitting  these  pre- 
cedents might  have  been  dwelt  on  v.  ith  sin- 
gular proniiety.  The  jury  should,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  cautioned  against  giving 
encouragement  to  I'oreign  powers  to  inter- 
fere in  our  domestic  conduct.  It  should 
have  been  stated  to  ih.eni,  tliat,  if  we  should, 
unhappily,  ever  be  governed  by  ministers, 
ready  to  sacririce  us  to  a  foreign  power, 
and,  for  their  own  interest's  sake,  to  ren- 
der us  subject  to  that  power  3  if  ever  this 
nation  should  be  so  situated,  it  should  have 
been  stated,  that,  to  favour  the  nefarious 
views  of  such  nunisters,  it  was  not  in  the 
mind  of  man  to  coi'.ceive  any  means  so  elii- 
cacious  as  the  unqualified  adoption  of  the 
precedents  on  Mhich  the  prosecution  of  Mr. 
feltier  was  founded  :  tor,  in  such  a  state, 
im-naced  with  such  danger,  the  salvation  ot 
the  country  must  ©iitirely  and  absolutely  de- 


Icdged  the  broad  unlimited  precedent,  having 
once  dipped  into  the  poison,  there  is  no 
knowing  were  the  elTects  v,'ill  end.  Cenest 
que  I c  ■premier  pas  qui  conU. — But,  supposing 
these  precedents  to  have  been  founded  in 
wdsdom  and  in  justice,  as  relating  to  the 
Queen  of  France  and  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, still,  it  remained  to  be  shown,  that  they 
v/ere  in  point  with  respect  to  Buonaparte 
and  to  the  case  ot  your  client.  And,  here  it 
was  not  only  institiable,  but  even  necessary 
for  you  to  show,  the  W'ide  differenre  be- 
tween the  two  former  and  the  Corsican 
chief.  Tlie  precedent  of  the  Queen  of 
France  could  not  appl/,  because  she  was 
neitlier  \.he.  soiicre'ign  nor  the  chief  mapsira is 
of  a  foreign  country,  and  that  of  the  F^mpe- 
ror  of  Russia  could  not  apply  because  /',,■  K^vas 
vot  in  ivhat  Ihionaparte  is.  The  virtual  dis- 
tinction might  be  nice,  but  still  there  was  a 
distinction,  and  the  precedents  were  not, 
therefore,  i;i  point.  You  had  further  to  con- 
tend, and  on  the  best  possible  ground,  that 
there  was  a  very  great  ditierence  indeed,  be- 
tween tlie  cases  c  ted,  and  that  of  your 
(dient,  if  considered  with  regard  to  the  prc- 
n.'oc,:ilion.  It  has  been  said,  that  you  had  to 
try  only  the  dry  question  of  guilty  or  ?iet 
guilty,  and  that,  therefore,  you  had  nothing 
to  do  with  any  part  of  the  character  or  con- 
duct of  Buonaparte.  This  is  nev/  doctrine, 
doctrine  never  before  heard  of  in  an  Fhig- 
iish  court  of  justice.  What  is  it  that  con- 
stitutes the  hbel  ?  F.ihchood -mmI  iitjiice.  i'iie 
former  has  been  of  late  years  set  aside;  but 
tiulicc  is  still  an  essential  quality.  No  matter 
how  libellous  the  tiling  may  be  in  itself,  it 
must,  to  rnake  it  criminal,  be  vialicious ; 
and,  as  tlie  iury  were  the  judges  of  the  law 
as  well  as  of  the  fact,  it  was  your  business 
to  convince  thern,  that  your  client  stood,  with 
respect  to  Buonaparte,  in  a  predicament 
v/idely  ditferent  from  that  in  wddch  the  li- 
bellers of  the  Queen  of  France  and  the  Mm- 
peror  of  Russia  stood  with  respect  to  those 
pers(inages.  "  It  was  a  dry  question  of  guilty 
"  or  nut  guilty."  Veiy  true,  this  was  tlie 
v-hiinate  que-tion,  but  to  couje  at  a  decision 
of  it,  there  was  a  previous  question  :  to  wit  : 
Avhether  the  writing  was  jiulicious,  and  'pub- 
lished with  a   Tuiscl'iivoui  i?ih7iiiou.     li   the 
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act  of  ptibli'^hlng,  nnd  tlie  llbellousness  of  the 
words  (in  themselves  considered),  had  been 
all  that  was  necessary  to  constitute  the 
crime,  then,  Indeed,  the  question  Avould 
have  been  as  dry  as  you  please-;  but  an  in- 
quiry into  the  motive  would  not  have  been 
so  very  dry.  This  enquiry  would  have  led 
you,  it  must  have  led  you,  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  cliaracter  and  conduct  of  Buona- 
parte ;  for,  that  which  may  be  extreniely 
malicious  when  spoken  of  one  man,  may  be 
not  at  all  malicious  when  spoken  of  another 
man.  If,  for  instance,  I  bestow  the  name 
of  tjj^t'r  on  a  man,  who  is  well  known  to 
beat  his  wife,  to  dash  his  children  on  the 
floor,  to  half-starve  and  lacerate  his  appren- 
tices, and  if  I  am  indicted  for  tliis  ns  a  libel, 
J  am  not  allowed  to  urge  the  truth  in  justi- 
fication, I  cannot  urge  the  truth,  because  a 
man  cannot  be  a  tyger;  but,  though  what  I 
have  said,  or  written,  be  evidently  false, 
would  a  jury  say  that  it  was  ?nalic/ous  to  call 
such  a  man  a  tyger  ?  No;  but,  ihey  would 
justly  regard  as  malicious  tbd  vcy  same  term 
when  np[)lied  to  a  cjuiet  neighbour,  an  .'.ffec- 
tionate  husband,  a  lender  faihtr,  and  a  kind 
benevolent  master.  In  speaking,  or  writing, 
of  a  wretch,  notoriously  guilty  of  nil  tjie 
most  shocking  and  horrid  crimes,  my  ex- 
pressions, however  harsh,  my  wishes,  how- 
ever hostile,  my  execrations,  however  bit- 
ter, ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  malice,  to 
badness  of  design,  to  deliberate  mischief, 
but  to  that  natural,  that  involuntary,  that 
virtuous  hatred,  which  God,  for  the  best 
purposes,  has  planted  in  the  human  breast; 
but,  if  1  give  way  to  the  very  same  expres- 
sions, wishes,  and  execrations,  against  a  man 
guilty  of  no  such  crimes,  lam  justly  charge- 
able with  that  species  of  malice,  which  con- 
stitutes the  principal  and  always  an  essen- 
tial ingredient  of  criminal  iibrl.  For  this 
reason,  this  sound  and  obvious  reason,  it  is. 
that  the  general  character  and  conduct  of 
the  party  libelled  have  ahvays  been  held  to 
be  fdir  and  relevant  topics  in  a  defence 
against  the  charges  of  an  information  or  in- 
dictment.— There  was  another  light,  too,  i;i 
which  the  application  of  the  precedents 
ought  to  have  been  considered.  The  libel- 
lers of  the  Queen  of  France  and  ihe  Em- 
peror of  Russia  had  suffered  vo  injury  at  the 
hands  of  the  parties  libelled,  either  in  their 
own  persons  or  character,  or  the  persons  or 
character  of  their  relations,  or  those  of  their 
lawful  overeigns.  Were  these,  then,  pre- 
cedents in  point?  Do  not  the  injuries  of 
Ivlr.  Peltier,  do  not  the  wounds  indicted  on 
him,  his  relations,  his  friends^  and  his  native 
sovereign,  do  not  these  deep  and  mortal 
wounds  sutTiciently  accoujit  for  his  expres- 
iions,  without  having  recourse  to  the  impu- 
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tatiou  of  maVice?  Shall  the  martyr,  writhing 
at  the  slake,  be  accused  of  inaTice,  because 
he  execrates  the  hand  that  feeds  the  inex- 
orable flames  ?  Rt:se?it>nf?it,open,  unaisgui  ed 
resentment,  is  not  malice;  and,  I  repeat 
again  and  again.  Sir,  that  if  there  be  no 
malice,  there  is  no  libel.  On  this  point, 
therefore,  it  appears  to  me,  that  you  should 
have  entered  into  a  clear  and  detailed  expo- 
sition of  the  divers  injuries  and  acts  of  per- 
secution, which  your  client,  his  relations,  and 
his  lawful  sovereign,  had  experienced  at  the 
hands  of  the  person,  on  whose  behalf  the 
prosecution  was  instituted.  But,  instead  of 
this,  you  chose,  for  reasons  best  known  to 
yoiirse!*"  to  represent  ihe  insulting  and  cruel 
offer  of  an  amnesty,  wlfich  was  tendered  to 
Mr.  Peltier  as  well  as  others,  as  an  act  of  in- 
dulgence ;  and,  for  having  rejected  this  offer, 
which,  amongst  other  degrading  conditions, 
required  of  him  to  abiure  his  sovereign  ;  for 
having  had  the  firmness  to  reject  an  offer 
like  this,  for  hnving  given  this  proof  of  his 
loyalty,  you  do  not  i>cnture  even  to  com- 
virnd  him  !  I'his  part  of  your  speech  is  too 
curious  not  to  bo  quoted.  "  I  do  not  meaa 
"  to  undervalue  this  ?7<-i/7(;/o'ci'.'tv;  onihecon- 
"  trary,  /  a.i  dispr.sed  to  rate  it  high  ;  hut  my 
"■  client  and  a  fe-zv  others,  conceiving  them- 
'*  selves  bound,  from  a  feeling  of  loyalty, 
"  which  1  neither  make  the  subject  of  co?n- 
''■  vicndation  or  of  blame,  to  refuse  to  profit 
"  by  this  permission.  I  do  not,  as  I  said, 
"  malce  this  refusal  a  matter  of  praise  or  of 
"  censure:  I  only  hope,  that  you  will  not 
"  jurige  too  severely  of  my  client  for  what  he 
"  ccnccixes  to  be  a  just  and  honourable  de- 
"  votion  to  the  allegiance,  under  which  he 
"  was  bo/n."  Now,  Sir,  was  this  a  speci- 
men of  that  "  tnlrefddily,"  which  you  Avere 
pleased  to  represent  as  tlie  characteristic  of 
the  English  bar  ?  Was  this  the  sort  of  lan- 
guage to  hold  in  the  Com  t  of  King's  Bench  ; 
in  a  royal  com- i  of  justice;  in  a  court  Vv'here 
his  Majesty  is  ever  supposed  to  preside  iti 
person  ?  Was  this  the  place,  and  was  this  the 
(iccasion.  Sir,  to  make  an  apology  for  the 
loYul'y  of  your  client  }  Or  was  it  not  liie 
place  and  the  time  to  api)iand.,Mr.  Peltier, 
and  to  draw  a  comparison  between  his  con- 
duct  and  that  of  his  prosecutor,  who  was  fed 
and  educale<i  by  the  bounty  of  the  King  of 
France  }  Was  it  not  the  very  place  and  the 
very  time,  above  all  others,  to  remind  yonr 
audience,  that  the  liberties  of  Engli.shmen 
were  once  destroyed  by  an  hypocritical,  per- 
fidious, arid  sanguinary  usurper  ?  It  was, 
and  you  did  ren)ind  them  of  it ;  you  dui 
speak  of  Cromwell  ;  but  you  took  care  to 
prefix  vhe  epithets  '■  guilty  and  infamon'^r 
not  to  the  name  of  that  atrocious  rebel,  but 
to  thai  of  the  lawful  prince^  by  whose  happv 
IM  2 
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SF.sTORATioN  the  rebellion  was  terminated  ! 
What,  Sir;  give  me  leave  to  ask,  what  conld 
induce  you,  in  a  defence  of  a  French  royalist 
against  Buonapnrte  ;  Avhat  could  possibly  in- 
duce you  to  seize  such  an  occasion  to  vilify 
an  ancestor  of  your  own  sovereign,  and  to 
choose  from  the  long  and  illustrious  list,  pre- 
cisely that  prince,  who  was  once  in  the  si- 
tuation,   in    which    the  sovereign    of    your 
client  now  is?  Would   it    not,  if  you    had 
spoken  aral!  of  King  Charles  II.  have  been 
more  natural  to  remind  the  jury  of  the  un- 
feigned and  unbounded  joy,  which  the  peo- 
ple  felt   and  expressed  at  his  return  to  the 
throne?     To   remind    them,    that    the    day 
of    his    restoration    has    ever    since    been 
Jrept    as    a    festivil    in    the    church,    as     a 
day  of  public    fxultation,  and   of  thanks- 
giving to  Almiglity  God  for  having,  by  the 
means  of  this  gracious  prince,  delivered  our 
country  from  a    low-bred,  glooiny,  jealous, 
black-hearted  usurper,  who,  while  he  styled 
it    a    republic,  exercised   over   it   the    most 
cruel  and  inexorable  despotism  ?  And  might 
you  not.   Sir,  in  applying  this  to  the  case  of 
your  client,  have  justly  observed,  that  those 
Englishmen,  who,  during  the  exile  of  King 
Charles,  faithfully  adhered,  like  Mr.  Peltier, 
to  the  cause  of  their  native  sovereign^  have 
ever  been  regarded  as   patterns  of  political 
excellence  ;  and  that,  while  their  names  are 
remembered  Vvitli  veneration  and  gratitude, 
those  of  the  base  wretches,   who  bowed  at 
the  feet  of  the  usurper,   are   either  lost  in 
oblivion  or  preserved  only  to  their  infamy  ? 
Here  too,  you   might   have  returned,  as  I 
now  do,   more  immediately  to  the  merits  of 
your  case,  and  might  have  put  it  to  the  con- 
sciences of  the  jury,   whether   they   could 
have  regarded,   as   proceeding    from   vialire, 
uny   of    the  attacks    made    on   Cromwell, 
through   the  channel  of  the   press,  by   the 
injured  and  oppressed,   the  robbed  and  per- 
secuted cavaliers  ?— "  It  was  a  dry  question 
"  of  guilty  or  not  gialty  !"    So  it  is  on   every 
such  issue  ;  but,  as  I  observed  before,  there 
are  many  previous  questions  to  be  answered 
before  we  come  at    this  dry  question,  and 
all    these  are  full  of  matter.     The  general 
character,  the  previous  conduct,  the  relative 
situation,   of  the   parties,    their    crimes   or 
their  virtues,  are  all  to  be  considered;   they 
form  the  materials  of  the  defence,  because  it 
is  from    them  and  from  them  alone,   that  a 
right  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  motives 
of  tlie  accused,  and  it   is  not  the  act  alone, 
but    the  act   hi  cuiijiincllon   luhb  the  motive, 
which  constitutes   the  crime.     The  charge 
in  the  information  was,  "  That  Jean   Pel- 
*'   TiKK,    being   a   inalicious   and    ill-disposed 
*'  feraon,   and  unlawfully  and  viaViciausly  de- 
"  i-isia^' iind  inIi7idirig,S^c,  kc,"     Who  shall 


say,  then,  that  it  was  "  a  dry  question  of 
"  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?"  Who  shall  say, 
that  the  general  character  and  conduct  of 
the  parties  had  nothing  to  do  with  this 
question  ?  Who  shall  say,  that  it  was  not. 
necessary  to  show,  that,  the  character  and 
conduct  of  Buonaparte  were  sufficient  to 
call  forth  the  mdignant  expressions  and 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Peltier  without  the  aid 
of  malice  or  ill-disposition?  Who  shall  say, 
that  it  would  not  have  been  strictly  regular 
and  relevent  for  you  to  endeavour  to  con- 
vince the  jury,  that  the  words  and  the 
wishes  of  Mr.  Peltier  bore  not  the  mark  of 
'•■  maliciously  devising  and  ititendnig"  but 
were,  on  the  contrary,  the  spontaneous  ebu- 
litions,  the  natural  offspring,  of  virtuous  in- 
dignation and  abhorrence,  called  involun- 
tarily forth  by  the  character  and  the  deeds 
of  the  prosecutor  ?  Who,  Sir,  would  have 
dared,  who  would  have  had  the  impudence 
and  the  baseness,  to  censure  you  for  thus 
removing  the  charge  oi  malice,  and,  thereby, 
destroying  the  very  essence  of  the  crime 
imputed  to  your  client  ? 

3.  Having   considered   your   defence  as 
relative  to  tiie  topics  and  arguments,  which, 
in  my  opinion,    naturally  presented   them- 
selves as  the  means  of  repelling  the  force  of 
the    precedents  on    which,   and    on   which 
alone,    the   prosecution    was   brought   into 
court,    I    propose   next   to  consider    it  (in 
rather  an  inverted  order,   perhaps)  as  rela- 
tive to  i\\c  Jtrincijilc  which  gave  rise  to  those 
precedents. — The  nc-cclty  of  the   precedenl<; 
has   been   already    pointed   out;   but,   it    i-; 
urged,  that,    if  the  precedents   themselves 
are  novel,  the  principle  out  of  which  (hey 
aro^e,  is  as  ancient  as   the   law   ot    libels. 
This  principle   is,  that  uU   words  and  pic- 
tures, which  are  spoken  or  publi-hed   with 
a  malicious  intention,  and    which  expose  a 
person  to  hatred,  contempt,  or  ridicule,  are 
criminal,  not  because   they   do   so   expose 
him,  but  becausCj  by  producing  in  his  mind 
irritation  and    a   desire  of  revenge,    thej 
have  an  evident  tendency  to  cause  a  breach 
of  the  peace  ;  and  this  principle,  though  so 
obviously  intended  to  be  confined   to    per- 
sons and  things  loithin  the  realm,  and  within 
the  pale  of  its   I  nv,  has,  in  the  precedents 
cited  in  this  case,  been  extended  to  persons 
and  things  out  g/^the  pale  of  that  law  :  it  has, 
at  the  end   of  a   long  succession  of  ages, 
been  discovered  to  be  of  a  nature  so  pliable 
and  })lastic,  as  to  be   capable  of  assuming 
any  form,  and    of  being  stretched   to   any 
extent.     That  which  was  devised  for   the 
sole  purpose ofpieserving  the  King's  peace, 
that    is  to    say,   for   insuring   the    personal 
safaty   of  his   subjects    against    the  violent 
assaults  of  each  other,  has  now  been  applied 
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to  the   purpose,  or  the  pretended  purpose, 
of  pr**  erviii<r   th«  {  eace  between  nations, 
and  insurir.j,-  the     afetv    oF  the   country   it- 
self a^■a•nsI  toreigi)  iK-ets  and  armies.    This 
principle,   ihu-;  applit^d,  puts  one   in  mind 
of  Lord  Pc'ers's   "  picide    for    houses,  gar- 
♦'  dens,  trees,  men,  women,    children,  and 
*'  cattle  J  quite  a  thing  of  catholic  use   and 
"  emolument  "     It  may  be,    in    itself,   an- 
cient, but  this  application   of  it   is  entirely 
modern  ;  and,   indc^^'d,  it   has  undergone  a 
change,  a  metamoi  !:'hosis,  -ucnas,  I  believe, 
no  priiiciple  ever  before  undervN-ent. — This, 
Sir,   in    terms    as    much    more   happy    and 
forcible  as  might  be,   it  was,  in  my  ojiinion, 
your  business  to  point  out,  illustrating  your 
posilion   by  such    probable  cases   as  would 
have  discovered  at  once   its    intrinsic   pre- 
posterousness,    and  the  great  danger  of  its 
tendtncy.     The  law,  the  ancient  and  esta- 
blished law  of  libels,  proceeds  upon  a  de- 
finite maxim,  a  maxim  invariably  true.     It 
punishes  a  libel,  because  a  libel  '^tends  to  a 
breachof  the  King's  peace;  and  it  punishes 
a  breach  of  the  King's  peace,  because  such  a 
breach  is  dhi^avs  n   crhne.     But,    how   does 
this  principle  apply  to  the  peace  of  England 
with  relation  to  foreign  powers,   to  disturb 
which,  tor  years  together,  is  m  aitne  at  all. 
To    break    the   King's    ])eace    is    necessarily 
a-iminal ;  but  to  breat;  the   peace   between 
this  country  and  another  may  be  an  art  highly 
tneritmicus.      It  will   not  do  to  say,   that   the 
latter   may    be    sometimes    criminal,    and 
sometimes  not  criminal:   the    principle,   to 
be  worth  any  thing,   must  be   uniform   and 
impartial  in   its  operation  j  and,   therefore, 
if  it  be  criminal   at   one    time,   it    is   so    at 
another  time  ;  if  it  be  criminal  in  Mr.  Pel- 
tier, it  was  criminal  in    Mr.  Pitt.     To  say 
that   Mr.    Pitt    acted    in   the    name   of  his 
Majesty,  who   was  himself  the  guardian   of 
the  country,  makes  nothing  against  my  ar- 
gument ;  for,  a  magistrate  acts  in  the  name 
ofhis  Majesty,  who  is  tiie  guardian  of  the 
peace  also ;   and,   we  all  know,  tiiat   a    ma- 
gistrate may  be  prosecuted  for  any  libel  that 
tends  lo  a  breach  of  that  peace. — But,  pre- 
posterous as  this  principle  is,  the  dtviger  of 
its   tendency    is    a   consideration    of  much 
greater  weight.     By  opening  an  unbounded 
latitude    ot    construction^   it    exposes   to   the 
decision  of  caprice,  of  self-interest,  of  cor- 
ruption, or  of  mere  chance,  not  only  the 
property,    but    the  personal  freedom,  and 
eventually   the  life,    of   every    man    who, 
though  actuated  by  the  pure-1,   most  inno- 
cent and    most    honourable  rsotives,    shall 
venture  to  write  on  the  subject  of  foreign 
affairs.      We    all    know    what  tends    to   a 
breach  of  the  King's   peace:   when  a  man 
is  cal.ed  a  thiei^  or  represented   as  an   ass, 
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amongst  his  neighbours,  and  that  by  a  per- 
son li\ing  in  the  same   country,  we  know 
that  he  must  be  angry,   and  must  entertain 
such  a  desire  of  revenge  as  naturally   tends 
to    a   breach    of  the   King's    peace,  which 
breach  it  is   always   ivithin   his  power  to  makf. 
But,  who  can  sav,   what  jury  can  possibly 
determine    the    degree  ot   this    species   of 
|)rovocati()n   likely  to    produce  war  wiih  a 
foreign  country  ?     Peace  or  war   nnist   al- 
ways depend  upon    interest,   upon    means, 
and,  indeed,  upon  a  multitude  of  conside- 
lations,  which  are  totally  unconnected  wilh 
the    private    feelings   of  the   sovereign    or 
chief  of    the   nation,  who   therefore,  how- 
ever   grossly    libelled,   has    not   always  tJie 
Jiower  of  breaking  the lieace   with   another   na- 
tion ;  whereas,  as  I  before  observed,  an  en- 
raged individual   has  always   the   pov^'er  of* 
breaking    the   King's    peace.     This    prin- 
ciple extends,  too,  to  a  whole  nation  as  well 
as  to  its  chief;  for,    it   is   well  known    that 
wars,  though  factious  republicans   and   le- 
vellers have  ascribed  them   exclusively    to 
the   passions    of    princes,    have    frequently 
arisen  out  of  the  passions    of  the    people: 
and,  therefore,  any  publication  which  tends    ■ 
to  expose  a  whole  Jieople  to  the  h.atred,  con- 
tempt,   or   ridicule   of  other    nations,   may, 
according  to  this  princijile,  be    the  subject 
of  a  criminal  prosecution;  because,  whether 
true    or    laise,   and  for   whatever   purpo.se 
intended,    whether  tor  the  gratificuiion  of 
malice,  or  for  the  prevention  of  an    intro- 
duction   ot  foreign    manners    and   foreign 
vices,  it  equally  tends  to  irritate  and  inflame 
the  said  people,  and,  of  course,  to  disturb 
the   peace  existing  between    them  and  this 
realm.     Silence,  therefore,  must  be  strictlv 
observed  with  regard  to   the  robberies,  the 
murders,   the  apostacies,    the    blasphemies, 
of  the    French    republicans  ;    a   veil   must 
be  drawn  over  their   follies    and   all    their 
crimes;  and  our  Sovereign  aiici  his   people 
roust  forego  every  advantage,  every  motive 
to  content,  every   means  of  securitv,   fur- 
nished by  that   awful  lesson   the  revolatiou 
of  France.      I  am  aware,  that  the  Attorney- 
General  attempted  to  draw  a  line  between 
an    historical  fact   and    a  fanciful   J.escription  ;        ^ 
but,  to  say  nothing  about  the    mortal  blow 
which   this  gives  to  the  princij)le  on  which 
the  justification  o( truth  is  rejected   in    such 
cases,   where    did    the    Attorney-General 
find  this  distinction  in  law?  and,   had   you 
not  here.  Sir,  a  most  auspicious  opportunity 
of  shewing   the  versatility  of  the  principle 
altogether,  by    pointing   out    to  the    court 
and  jury,  that   the  passage  lor  which   Mr. 
Vint  was  prosecuted,  as  being  a  libel  on  tiie 
Empertir  cf  Ru'sia,  was  a  rr-uuicn  of  an   his- 
torical fact!  1  he  words  were  lliCbe  :   ''The 
U  3 
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*'  Emperor  of  Russia  is  renderin't:;  himsclt' 
"  obnoxious  i.o  his  own  subjects  by  various 
*'  acts  of  tyranny,  and  ridiculous  to  the  rest 
*'  of  Europe  by  lils  inconsistency.  He  has 
*'  iaiely  published  an  edict  to  prohibit  the 
*'  exportation  of  deal's  and  other  nava! 
"  stores,  in conscqueiice  or  which,  liaridreds 
*'  of  sails  of  vessels  are  re'unirn.i- to  ibis 
*■  cor.utrv  \Nilhoat  ireig!-it."  —  I  am  really 
astonished,  Sir,  that  this  incon:-istenc:j, 
which  exliibits  in  so  strong  a  ligi:t  the  ac- 
commodating CjunHty  of  the  principle  on  ; 
\<'hich  your  client  was  prosecuted,  should  i 
have  escaped  your  animadversion.  Tins  | 
affected  distinction  v,  as,  indeed,  e\idcntly  I 
absurd,  when  considnrcd  as  to  the  ultimate  } 
object  prolessedby  tiie  information,  to  v.it:  j 
to  prevent  p.  libeller  irom  di^tui'Ling  the 
peace  betv.eeii  the  tv.o  countries;  for, 
possibly  believe,  that  the  enl- 
fancil'iil  descripti()ns,  of  i\fr. 
Peltier  were  hrdf  ;o  likely  to  jiroduce  a 
rupture  of  tiie  peace,  as  -a  ere  ii;e  hi,;!.oric;d 
facts  related  by  b:r  Robert  Wilson  ':  YJo 
not  these  liistcncal  facts  tend  to  viiil'  Buo- 
naparte, and  to  bririg  him  into  ilisrepute 
and  disgrace,  amongst  ihose  over  vvlu.in  he 
exercises  dominion?  Does  n(.t  Sir  Ro- 
bert's plain  u^^va^ni^hed  detail  of  facts  tend 
more  irumediately  to  expose  the  lirst  ma- 
gistrate of  France  to  tiie  hatred,  detestation 
and  contempt,  not  only  of  his  own  coun- 
tr\men,  but  oi  every  individual  in  Europe? 
does  n  t  such  a  deiail  tentl  nn)re  directly 
and  niore  jjO\\eilulh  to  irruate  Buona])arie, 
and,  oi  course,  to  cause  a  breaking  of  the 
peace  on  Ins  part,  than  a;;y  fanciiul  satire 
by  either  ];oet  or  proser?  And,  if  this  l)e 
so,  \Nhat  becomes  of  the  Attorney-Geiie- 
ral's  al'iecled  di-lmction -^ — So  thai,  if  \\c 
admit  the  p/rineij'le  on  uhich  the  precedents 
in  this  ca.-.c  were  founded,  fherti  is  an  end 
at  orce  to  all  publicatams,  of  v^diatevur 
sort,  le\  elled  against  auN'  foreign  p'jtentate 
or  people,  with  wliom  we  are  at  peace; 
and  we  are  for  ever  debarred,  in  this  re- 
.spect,  from  all  the,  advantages,  whetlier  in 
morals,  religion,  or  politics,  to  be  derived 
from  the  genius  of  the  poet  or  the  labours 
of  the  historian.  The  speculating  politi- 
cian must  be  totallv  silent  ;  tor  nothing, 
r.ot  a  word,  can  he  say  to  caution  his  country 
ui/aii.sl  tho  machinations  ■  of  anv  foreiy-n 
power;  he  cannot  even  stite  that  siaii 
power  is  hostilely  incliiied  ;  he  cannot, 
though  he  should  be  fully  persuaded,  though 
he  himself  should  know,  that  su.ch  po\\cris 
actually  preparing  to  attack  his  coar.try  ; 
whatever  may  be  his  opinion  or  liis  Lihu- 
Jedge  ot  facts,  he  cannot  stale  cither  with- 
out cxpi  sing  himself,  according  to  this  prin- 
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cations  calculated  to  irrit^^te  tlie  potentate 
in  question,  and  thereby  to  provoke  hiin  to 
a  breach  of  the  peace. — Here,  then,  the 
dar,gcr  of  ihii  pernicious  principle  reaches 
its  acme:  it  not  only  silences  the  voice  of 
the  pe)ct,  tlio  rioralist,  and  tlie  historian, 
as  to  all  tr.e  useful  L-ssmis  to  be  drawn 
from  the  follies,  tiie  vices,  and  the  crimes  of 
other  nations,  but  it  seals  up  the  lips  ot 
eviiry  man  who  has  the  sagacity  to  perceive 
the  dangers  with  which  his  country  is 
threatened,  and  the  courage  to  endeavour 
to  aiiimate  the  peo-ile  w  ith  that  sidrit,  by 
v.hicii  alone  ti'.eir  independence  and  their 
haj)piaess  can  possiblv'  bo  preser\-ed. 

4.      Bui,    Sir,   if"  yriu  had  faileci,    wdiich  I 
hardly  think  }ou  v>-ould,   in  convincing  the 
court  and  jury,  of  tlic  utter  absurdity  of  this 
principle,  an.d  of  the  great  danger   of  ad- 
mitting it,   as  a  grountl   of  prosecution,  in 
any  case  whi.tevcr;  still    it   remained    for 
\ou  to  sh.rjw,    ar.d,    I   ii->- ;'■>-.    \'u    ujiglit 
c"  :'■■■  have  shown,  thji  ■•ven  i:,U  principle, 
I    phabic  a-^  il  is,  v. 'luld  not,  with  any  show  of 
I  justice,    admit   of  an   aM.Jlcatwn  to  tlie  case  of 
j  your  ci:-:/:t. — 'fhat  v.duch  is  p.rincipaily  to  be 
j   considered,  that  whicli  mu^t  finally  be  con.- 
!   sidcred;  as  constituling  the  crime  imputed 
i    to  ^  our  cliei-.L,  is,    the  >,c.7;,jy.v«;<;£' likely  to  be 
[   produced   by  his  publications,   which  con- 
sequence is  a  rujiture  of  ihc  lieact\  existing  be- 
I    tween   this  country  and  the  person   against 
;    w  hofii  tfiC  j)ublie..tion^  vvcremade. — Before, 
i   however,  i  enter  on  the  arguments  relating 
I    to  this  pari  of  the  subject,  it  seems  necessary 
to   make  a  few  remarks  as   to  the  meaning 
and  object  of   the  words  pubii>hcd  by  Air. 
i-'elticr.      He  had  called  JUionaparte  a  tvger 
and  a  tvrant,  ^^helher  vsith  propriety  or  not, 
it  was,   as  i  Iiefore  slated,  your   business  to 
shew,  in   \our  examination  ol    tiie   prece-- 
dents  cited  by  the  Attorney  General;  but, 
the  heaviest  charge,  that  which  referred   to 
what  was  'allowed  to  be  the  principal  cause 
ofirritation  in   the   mind  ol   th.e  Corsican, 
and    that  wdiich  certainly  had  the  greatest 
weight  in  the  decision  of  the  jury,  was,  that 
the  words  of  your  client  wexciaicn-l'-t]  to  ex- 
cite the  oJiliie>sed  jico^ilc  cf    France    to   assas- 
sinate   thch    ruler.     And,   here,    befire   I 
p.roceedto  shew  the  absurdity  or  this  charge, 
1  must   particularly  notice  one   of  the   pas- 
sages, on  which  this  odious  construction  was 
put,    merely  Irom  a  misbiterjieetatio)!.      In  the 
French  it  runs  thus  ; 

"   Po;ir  inoi,   loin  •"■u'a.  son  sort  je  porte   quelqu'- 
"   cnvif, 
"  Qu'il  nomme,  j'y  consens,  snn  digne  succcsseur, 
"  Sur  Ic  pavoi.s  poitf',  qu'on  I'l'-iise  empcieurf 
''   Erifin,  et  Romulus  uous  rappelle  la  chose, 
'•  Je  faii  voeu  .  .  .  dis  demain  qu'il  ait  "nfoiheon  \" 
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the  sworn  interpreter,  translated  in  tlie  fol- 
lovvinir  manner: — "As  for  me,  far  lr;)m 
"  envying  his  lot,  let  him  name,  I  consent 
"  to  it,  his  worth}  successor.  Carried  on 
*•  the  shield,  let  him  be  elected  emperor  ! 
"  Finally,  and  (Romakis  recalls  the  thing 
"  to  mind),  I  wish  tha*-  on  the  morrovv  he 
"  may  have  his  apotheosis."  That  Mr. 
Rroughton's  misinterpretation  proceeded 
from  a  vvant  of  knowledge  on  the  subject 
is  evident  from  the  illiustration,  which,  in 
])rint,  he  has  since  given  of  the  rule,  on 
which  his  translation  was  made;  but  still  it 
was  a  misinterjiretatmi,  and,  as  the  charge  of 
exciting  to  assassination  was  made  to  rest 
principally  upon  this  passage,  you  miglit 
have  made  something  more  than  a  very 
feeble  attempt  to  have  ])ut  the  court  and 
jury  right  with  respect  to  it;  especially,  as 


you  are,  I  am  told,  considered  as  a  j'.-oficient 
in  French  literature  and  philology.* — The 
pronoun  his,  relating  evidently  to  Romulus, 
the  meaning  is,  that  Mr.  Peltier  wished 
Buonaparte  to  experience  his  (Roinulus's) 
fate,  wiiich  was,  according  to  the  opinions 
of  historians,  that  of  being  placed  in  the 
list  of  the  gods,  after  having  been  assassiuated 
by  the  Romans.  But  "  h's  a])otheosi'."  is 
not  a  fair  translation  of  "/'apollieose."  ic, 
in  this  case,  is  the  definite  article,  and  that 
article  can  never  bo  translated  into  English 
by  the  possessive  pronoun,  except  when  it 
is  found  before  the  name  of  the  ivhle  or  some 
Jiart  ofthi-  ho.'h,  (human  or  not)  or  that  of  seme 
quality.  fac:i]ty^  or [iropcriy  cf  ihe  body  or  m'md. 
For  instance  :  il  a  i. e  hrns  court— \\\?,  hand 
is  short : — i'  a  l  r;  /:ai  hnt —  H I  s  step  is  slozv  :  — 
;/  a  L  A  vyix  trcs-ht'I.'e —  H  i  s  v^ice  is  very  fine :  — 
//  a  h'es/.'rit  trrs  u'/aire — His  mind  is  'very  much 
enliyhtened. — In  ;ill  these  exainples,  and  in 
every  other  of  the  kind  that  can  possibly  be 
given,  the  noun,  before  which  the  article 
is  placed,  represents  something  which  be 
kngs  to.  and  which  x"^  inseparable  from  tlie  body; 
or  mind  of  t/ie  person  or  animal  spoken  cf;  and, 
in  no  other  possible  case,  can  the  French 
delinite  article  be  rendered  in  English  by 
t!ie  possessive  pronoun.  You  cannot  say, 
il  a  L  E  c  if  A  P  E  A  u  'iioir —  his  ii  a  t  is  black ; 
but  you  may  that  Ha  les  c  h  e  v  hux  wo.'Vj — 
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HIS  HAiH  /.'  hlach;  becausc  tlie  hat  is  not  a 
part  of  the  body,  and  because  t'ljc  Z^/^/;- is  a 
part  of  it.  Ttiei  efn-e,  "  I'apothio^e,''  never 
can  be  rendered  in  English  by  "  his 
"  apotheosis^''  and,  ol"  course,  tlu;  word  hn, 
which  made  the  word  apotheosis  a;)i.'!y  to 
Romulus,  >vhich  gave  the  invidious  and 
malignant  meaning  to  the  sentence  in  ques- 
tion, and  which  ])robably  produced  tl;e 
conviciion  of  Mr.  Rellier,  was  a  misinter- 
pretation ;  and  thus,  an  instigatl.nto  as^asinate 
the  Corsican  was  gathered  from  a  ver-e,  ui 
which  the  poet  simply  expresses  a  wish, 
that  the  said  Corsican  ftiay  be  deificd,^  and 
which  verse,  if  it  had  expressed  a  desire  to 
sttm\\\\m  to  the  davil,  would  have  been  re- 
garded as  perfectly  harmless  !— But,  the 
charge  of  exciting  to  assassination,  par- 
ticularly mfioity,  might,  by  a  reference  to 
almost  any  of  our  satirical  poets,  have  been 
rendered 'so  completely  ridiculous,  as  to 
make  tiie  prosecutor  blush  for  having  se- 
rioudy  advanced  it.  SvvMFT,  in  his  descrip- 
tion i)f  the  Irish  Parliament,  says, 

"  Could  I  from  the  building's  top 

"  I  sear  the  rattling  ttiundtr  drop, 

"  V/hile  the  devil  upon  the  roof 

"  (If  the  devil  be  thunder  jiroof) 

"  Should,  with  poker  fiery  red, 

"  Crack  the  stones,  and  ineit  the  lead ; 

"'  Drive  them  down  on  every  skull ; 

"  While  the  den  of  thieves  is  full ; 

"  Quite  Ji-stioy  that  /lurfiu's  nest, 

•■'•  1  low  niii;lit  then  our  isle  be  blest  1" 

Is  not  this  a  wisli  full  as  wicked  as  that 
of  j\rr.  Peltier,  who  only  desires  to  see 
Buonaparte  deified? — There  is  another  ]5as- 
sage  or  two,  of  tiie  same  writer,  in  a  poem 
entitled  "  U'cod  an  hisecty"  and  by  wliicli 
Wood,  was  well  knoAii  to  be  meant  Wil- 
liam  Wood,  who  h  id  a-  contract  from  go- 
vernment for  supplying  Irelaiui  with  copjier 
coin,  and  wlio  luid,  in  consequence  of  that 
contract,  and  of  the  writings  of  Swiil,  be- 
come extremely  odious  amongst  the  com- 
mun  people  in  purticukir. 

"  The  Louse  of  the  Wood  for  a  rnt'd'cine  is  us'd, 
*'  'Or  swidlow'd  alive  or  skilfully  bruis'd. 
"   And  ler,  then,  nar  mother  i  iibernia  contrive 
"  To  s-Wiil/o-u'  Will  Wood,  either  bruh'd  or  ali  i-c. 


*  In  order  to  give  to  my  assertions,  on  thi^  point, 
that  weis^ht  to  which  they  are  duly  and  fairly  enti- 
tled, I  think  it  necessary  to  state,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  tho.ie  of  my  readers  who  may  not  understand 
French  themselves,  my  pretensions  to  decide  on  the 
mcanin_^of  any  passage  in  that  lanejua^e.  1  am  the 
author  of  a  work,  entitled  Le  Maitre  Anglo  is, 
intended  to  teach  Frenchmen  English,  and  written, 
of  course,  in  I'Vench.  The  work  was  first  published 
in  America  ;  but,  it  has  since  been  re-published  in 
France,  has  been  adopted  by  the  Pryiani'c  Frarti^-oh, 
and  has,  under  their  sanction,  been  received  itv  all 
thj;  schuols  of  France. 


"  But  now  since  theDrapier  hath  heartily  mauld  him, 
"   I  think  the  be->t  thing  we  can  do  is  to  scad luin. 
"   I'or  which  oj>'*ratiini   here's  nothing  more  proper 
"  Than  the  liqiuir  he  dealsin,  hisown  melted  copper. 
"   Unless,  like  the  Dutch,  you  rather  v;  )'j id  bod 
"  This  coiner  of  rap;  ;'//  a  cauldron  of  o'd. 
"  Then  chuse  which  you  please,   and  let  each  hr'mg 

"    a  fa-s^^ot, 
"   For  our   lear's   at  an  end  with   the  dcat/i  of  tht 
"    7lia[^got." 

Now,   though  these  verses  were  distri- 
buted about  airong-t   the   mob    of  DuJjlr.i, 
who,  in  their  rage,  v/ere  certainly  as  likv;!y 
to  biuise  a  man  and  r-ut  him  under  ground,  or 
M  -1 
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(o  scald  him  or  boil  him,  as  any  set  of  people 
ill  tiie  world,  who  ever  accused  Swift  of 
exciting  them  to  nssassinaie  this  maker  of 
half-pence  ?  Who  ever  had  the  folly  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Dean  had  any  such  excite- 
ment in  view,  or  that  this  poem  had  any 
other  object  than  that  of  keepini^  alive  a 
spirit  of  watchfulness,  and,  perhaps,  of 
publ.c  indignation,  against  a  n)an,  whom 
the  writer  regarded  as  a  peculator,  and  as 
an  enemy  of  the  country  ?  And  would  not 
a  lawyer  have  been  hooted  out  of  court,  if 
he  had  attempted  to  impute  a  satire  like 
this  to  an  intention  such  as  that  imputed  to 
Mr.  Peliier?  Yet,  it  must  be  evident  to 
every  one,  who  has  eyes  to  see,  ears  to 
hear,  and  wno  possesses  the  very  humble 
faculty  of  making  a  comparison  betvveen 
the  two  writings,  that  the  poem  of  Swift 
was  much  more  likely  to  lead  to  assassina- 
tion than  v/erc  the  fragments  and  epig/ams 
of  your  client,  which,  besides  their  being 
published  in  a  country  where  the  Corsican 
Consul  did  rot  reside,  could  not,  as  the 
publisher  well  knew,  be  admitted  into  that 
country  where  he  did  reside,  and  where, 
if  assassination  had  been  intended,  the  a  • - 
sassins  were  only  to  be  found. — After  all, 
however,  and  to  come  to  the  close  of  t!iis 
wearisome  discussion,  it  was  not  the  ex- 
pressions ciled  in  the  information,  it  \vas 
not  the  sentiments  conveyed  by  those  ex- 
pres-ions,  it  was  not  the  motive  by  which 
the  defendant  had  been  actuated,  nor  was 
it  the  degree  of  irritation  probably  pro- 
duced in  the  mind  of  the  Corsican, 
that  formed  the  principal  points  of  in- 
quiry; these  were  all  leading  points,  in- 
deed, but  the  ultimate  question  was,  ivere 
the  publications  likely  ■  to  cause  a  rujiture  of  the 
Jieace  existing  betiveen  Enghind  and  France  ?  For, 
whatever  might  be  nature  of  them,  how- 
ever bad  in  themselves,  and  from  whatever 
wicked  motive  arising,  still,  unless  they  had 
a  tendency,  and  even  ane\ident  fendencv, 
to  bring,  in  some  way  or  other,  injury  upon 
His  Majesty  or  his  subjects,  they  were,  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  perfectly  innocent.  To 
make  out  this  injury,  therefore,  it  was  al- 
ledged,  that  they  tended  "  to  intern/Jit,  dis- 
*'  turb^  and  dtsticy  the  friendship  and 
"  PF.  ACE,  subsistuig  between  our  said  Lord 
"  the  King  and  his  subjects,  and  the  said 
*'  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  &c.  &c."  And, 
the  Attorney  General  clearl)-  stated  this  to 
be  tlie«z/y  ground  on  which  he  came  into 
court.  "  Because,"  said  he,  "  I  think, 
"  that  this  libel  tends  to  endanger  the  tran- 
**  qidllity  beiiveen  tins  c^un'ry  and  a  7iaticn  ivith 
"  -whom  ice  are  at  Jience,  \  pri.sc^.  ute  the  au- 
"  thor.  7/w/ cV/^ir^c  brirgs  iiie,  aiid  it  brings 
^'  the    defeijdant,    tiiis    day    bci'ore  you." 
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Thus,  then,  the  whole  quesiion  was,  at  last, 
brought  into  a  very  narrow  compass;  here 
was  the  pivot,  on  which  the  fate  of  your 
client  was  to  turn.  And,  Sir,  astonished, 
astonished 'vas  1  to  see,  that  you  made  use 
of  no  one  argument,  that  vou  cited  no  one 
fact  out  of  the  thousand  that  presented 
themselves,  in  order  to  convince  the  jury, 
that  no  libel  or  any  odier  species  of  pro- 
vocation, could  possibly  render  Buona- 
parte more  the  enemy  of  our  king  and 
country  than  he  already  was,  or  could  in- 
duce him  to  hasten  by  the  space  of  only  one 
single  moment,  those  plans  which  he  has 
conceived  for  our  impoverish.ment  and  de- 
struction. Here,  Sir,  it  was,  that  I  would 
have  entered  into  a  history,  not  of  the  am- 
bition of  Louis  XIV,  not  of  that  "  infamous- 
"  trnnsactlnn  ■xvA public  robbery ^^''  the  partition 
of  Poland,  not,  in  short,  of  the  crimes  of 
kings  and  the  virtues  of  republics,  "  parti- 
"  cularlya  new  republic oi  British  growth;" 
tills  i-;  not  the  sort  of  history  I  would  have 
entered  into,  but  a  history  of  the  conduct  of 
Napoleon  Buonaparte  with  respect  to  Eu- 
rope in  general  and  to  England  in  pa.ti- 
cular,  since  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of 
Amien;;  and,  I  think,  I  could  have  shown, 
Sir,  ihat,  from  the  signature  of  that  ruinous 
and  disgraceful  compact  to  the  monien*  in 
which  you  were  speaking,  this  abased  and 
deluded  countr)'  never  had  been  really  and triidy 
at  jieace;  and,  that  the  person,  in  whose  be- 
half the  prosecution  was  commenced,  in- 
stead of  living  in  friendship,  with  us,  had 
constantly  been  loading  our  Sovereign  and 
his  people  with  every  species  of  injury  and 
insult  that  the  mind  of  the  bitterest  enemy 
could  possibly  devise.  I  would  have  cited 
some  few,  at  least,  of  the  numerous  and 
infamous  libels,  which  had  been  circulated 
against  us,  in  every  country  in  Europe, 
through  the  channel  of  his  olhcial  gazette} 
but,  in  particular,  I  would  have  shown,  that 
the  strongest  o'i  the  publications,  which 
were  im]nited  to  Mr.  Peltier  a?  a  crime, 
were  published  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of 
that  atrocious  libel,  in  which  the  Corsican's 
oilicial  gazette  styles  His  Majesty  the  re~ 
Vijardcr  of  assassins,  and  which  might  well 
have  justified  words  ten  thousand  times  as 
harsh,  wishes  ten  thousand  times  as  bitter, 
as  those  ascribed  to  your  client.  "  The 
'''•  fritndil'.i/i  subsisting  between  His  Majesty 
"  and  Buonaparte!"  Friendihifi  and  peace 
subsisting  between  us  and  the  Corsican  ? 
What  a  glorious  field  for  the  display  of 
oratorical  talents!  I  would  have  rung  these 
woids  in  the  ears  of  the  Attorney  General, 
HI. til,  soft  and  sweet  as  they  are  to  a  "  safe 
"  politician,"  they  should  have  sounded  to 
him  more  dismal  than  the  knell  of  his  father ; 
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and,  as  to  the  jurv,  I  will  not  believe,  that 
any  twelve  honest  men  upon  the  i'ace  of 
the  earth,  healing  what  might  have  been 
said  in  defence  of  your  client,  would  have 
hesitated  one  moment  to  pronounce  him 
Tiot  ^ui/fy.* 

Here,  Sir,  I  conclude  my  remarks.  I 
have  discharged  a  duty,  imposed  on  me  by 
the  laws  of  honour  and  hospitality;  and, 
though  you  may,  perhaps,  remind  me,  that 
I  should  have  done  well  to  keep  this  defence 
Jor  my  ozvn  use,  I  shall  not  thereby  be  put  out 
of  humour,  or  led  to  view  my  present  ef- 
fort with  regret.  Seeing  tiie  disgraceful 
situation  of  my  country,  1  cannot  feel  much 
anxiety  as  to  its  favour  or  its  frowns,  its 
justice  or  its  injustice  :  if  we  are  to  be 
slaves,  it  is  of  little  consequence  whether 
we  are  surrounded  by  the  walls  of  a  jail  or 
by  the  waves  of  the  sea. — I  am,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  W.  COBBETT. 
londM^  (^tk  March^  1803. 
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Co'istantinop/i',  Jan.  lo. — On  the  26th  of  Dec. 
in  tilt  evening,  an  adjutant  of  pTcncral  Stuart,  had 
a  conference  with  the  Reis  Eflendi,  unci  propustd, 
in  the  name  of  the  English  government,  that  the 
portc  should  grant  a  pardon  to  the  Egyptian 
lieys,  and  assign  them  a  distant  place  in  Upper 
Egypt  for  their  residence,  where  they  should  en- 
gage to  live  peaceably,  and  conduct  themselves  as 
faithful  subjects  ut  the  Port  . — The  Reis  Effeudi, 
■who  had  expected  very  different  proposals  fiom 
the  English  adjutant,  answered,  that  the  Porte 
wou!d  communicate  its  determination  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  English  Ambassador,  Lord  Elgin.  The 
Jatter  accordingly  had  scvcial  confer*nces  with 
fhe  Reis  EfFcndi,  and  the  negotiation  was  yester- 
day evening  brought  to  a  conclusion,  as  Lord  El- 
gin took  his  leave  of  the  Grand  Vizier.  The 
Porte  lias,  in  tact,  contrary  to  general  expectation, 
granted  a  pardon  to  the  Beys,  under  the  following 
Conditions: — r.  The  cavalry  of  the  Mamelukes 
sliall  enter  immediately  into  the  service  of  the 
Pacha  of  Cairo — 2.  The  Porte  will  assign  to  the 
six  insurgent  Beys,  the  little  town  of  Awan,  in 
Upper  Egypt,  where  they  shall  reside  in  peace, 
3nd  subject  to  the  Porte,  without  interfering,  in 
any  manner,  in  the  pu!)lic  affairs  and  government 
of  Egypt.  —  As  soon  as  this  convention  was  con- 
cluded. Lord  FIgin  declared  officially  to  the  Grand 
Vizier,  that  Egv;>t  should  be  immediately  eva- 
cuated by  the  English  tr.iops,  which  would  be 
conveyed  from  thence  to  Malta. — On  the  6th,  the 
French  Ambassador,  General  IJrune,  arrived  here 
with  the  squadron  from  Toulon,  consisting  of  a 
ship  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  a  brigs  and  2  corvettes. 
This  squadron  likewise  brought  the  French  agents 
of  legation  and  commerce  destined  for  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  the  Levant. 

_  Rome,  F./>.  n. — His    Holiness,   by   viitue  of  the 
right  conferred  up.m  him  by   the  great  powers  of 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  it  has  been  ex- 
plicitly declared,  in  the  Ministerial  Gazette,  and  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  that  ever  since  the  sign- 
ing; of  the  peace,  Buona(>aiU  has  been  in  a  state  of 
tiosTlLlTTi  to  t/lit  ceu/itry. 


Europe,  of  appointing  the  Grand  Mar.ter  of  the 
order  of  Malta,  has  chosen  M.  !e  Cailly  de  Tho- 
masi,  a  Neapolitan  Knight.  The  Commander  Dc 
Lu'^y  has  set  out  from  Rome  for  Sicily  to  carry  to 
the  new  GrandMaster  the  brief  of  election,  confer- 
ring upon  him  that  dignity. 

Rfti^boii,  Feb.  18. —  The  extraordinary  Deputa- 
tion of  the  Empire  held  this  day  the  46th  sitting. 
The  Oircctoiial  .V,'inister,  on  that  occa.si  n,  an- 
nounced ihe  receipt  of  a  decree  on  the  evening 
before,  from  the  Imperial  Minister,  by  which  he 
accedes  to  the  decision  relative  to  the  Indemnities 
to  be  granted  to  the  courts  of  the  Empire,  and  in- 
timatts  il:at  he  has  made  a  communication  to  this 
effect  to  the  ministers  of  the  mediating  powers. 
—Fc/k  19.  The  Deputation  of  the  Enipiie  yester- 
day held  their  4J  th  sitting,  in  which  lUe  Direc- 
torial Minister  announced  that  the  F^lcctor  Arch- 
Chancellor  was  ready  to  undertake  the  payment 
of  the  sub"  idles  destined  for  the  support  of  liic 
higher  clergy. —  The  city  of  Passau  was  not  eva- 
cuated, pursuant  to  a  decree  on  the  lith  of  this 
month. 

JJreit,  Feb.  23. — General  Decaen  has  arrived 
there. — This  general,  appointed  captain-general  of 
our  settlements  in  India,  reviewed  the  sai.ie  day 
the  troops  that  are  to  be  sent  therf.  He  was  re- 
ceived in  the  road  with  all  the  honours  due  to  his 
VAnk.  The  expedition  to  India  will  soon  be  in  a 
condition  to  sail. 

Bene,  Fcb.z^.Gen.  Serras  arrived  here  yesterday 
from  Paris,  i here  is  to  he  established  m  each 
canton  a  commission  of  seven  members,  in  order 
to  put  into  activity  the  new  cantonal  constitu- 
tion. Six  of  these  members  are  appointed  by  our 
deputies  at  Paris,  and  the  seventh  by  the  First 
Consul.  As  soon  as  the  c.mtonal  commissions 
shall  have  entered  upon  their  functions,  the  pre- 
sent government  will  dissolve  Itself.  The  epoch 
ot  thdt  dssointion  is  fixed  for  the  icth  ot  March. 

Hague,  Much  i. — The  government  has  officially 
announced,  that  all  the  West-India  Colonies  taken 
by  the  British  during  the  war,  have  been  finally 
given  up,  in  consequence  of  the  peace,  to  the  Ba- 
taviaa  Republic— Last  Tuesday  arrived  from 
Paris,  one  of  the  aids-dc-camp  of  Genera!  Victor, 
with  an  order  from  the  First  Consul  that  General 
L'a:sar  Berthier  should  remain  in  his  appointment 
of  chief  officer  ot  the  staff  lor  the  expedition  to 
Louisiana,  and  should  not  obtain  that  new  em- 
ployment, which  was  some  time  intended  tor  him 
by  tlic  First  Consul.  The  naval  ministtT  writes 
to  General  Victor,  that  he  has  given  the  necessary 
orders  lor  the  departure  of  the  expedition  in  the 
end  of  March. 

F'irii,  March  z  — They  write  from  Rouen,  that 
Lcbourgeois  and  Pigor,  former  leaders  of  the 
Chouans,  accompanied  by  m<(ny  others,  had  re- 
turned liom  England  to  France,  where  they  kept 
themselves  a  mom  I,  concealed.  The  Police,  ap- 
prised of  their  return,  nude  effort:,  to  discover 
their  motives,  and  soon  found  that  they  were 
lorming  new  plots  against  the  public  safety.  They 
h'4vc  been  arrested,  and  by  their  answers  a  proof 
has  been  discovered  of  the  criminal  designs  which 
induced  them  to  go  back. — The  camp,  which  is 
to  be  formed  between  Brussels  and  Louvain,  at 
the  epoch  of  the  journey  of  the  First  Consul  into 
the  Belgie  departments,  will  be  established  in  the 
plain  ot  Cortemhcrg.  1  he  number  of  troops  of 
which  it  will  be  composed,  appears  to  be  defini- 
tively fixed  at  15,000  men,  who,  as  soon  as  tliff 
season  permits,  wiil  bt  marched  to  their  destina- 
tion. 
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In  con<:equence  of  the  arrival  of  di'-'patches  at 
Windsor,  on  Monday  moining  at  7  ociock,  his 
Mojcsty  give  ininicdialt  diiections  for  prepara- 
tions to  he  mailc  loi-  going  to  Lomliin  with  all 
•possible  speed.  About  one  o'clock  their  Majes- 
ties anived  ut  jVackinghani  House.  Ax  3  o'clock 
a  Council  wftR  held  at  ikickinghiim  House,  whicii 
hiii  Mrijc'.tv  attended;  and  at  which  were  present 
the  Ciiancc'llor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Karl  of  West- 
mo.-elajid,  Lord  Hoharf,  Lord  Cattlcreagh,  Mr. 
Brugge,  kc. 

Oa  Tuc>d.;v  night,  piess  warrants  were  issued 
and  baclied  ir,'  thj  Lord  Mayor.  The  press  was 
very  hot  ail  chat  nigh.t  and  Wednesday.  About 
3.0GO  seamen  were  picked  up  on  the  liver  and  in 
tlie  streets,  'ihcy  were  seized  in  every  part  or 
the  town,  parciculaily  in  the  city,  i".  open  day. 
The  Admiralty  Board' has  been  sitiing  to  a  late 
hour  every  night  since  Saturday. — Orders  have 
been  dispa'tched  to  Chatham  to  g;  t  ready  for  sea, 
as  quickly  as  possible,  every  s'lip  that  can  be 
equipped  lor  service.  Orders  Jiavc  also  been  i»- 
sued  tor  the  ariiliccrs  in  his  Majesty's  Tock  Yards 
to  work  as  much  extra  time  ar.  tney  possibly  can,  in 
completing  the  repairs  of  the  :h'ps  of  war  now 
in  dock,  and  of  those  crJeied  into  dock,  when 
there  n:ay  be  room  for  them.  Orders  h^vc  been 
issued  at  Poitsniouth  for  the  Captains  of  every 
ship  in  the  harbour  to  reuair  to  Spiihead  v>f':h  all 
possible  dispatch.  Siniiiar  orders  i):ive  also  been 
:>enE  to  P!y;r.outh.  bevcr.«l  naval  olhcers  have 
?5ccn  sent  for  to  town.  The  first  men  impressed 
have  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to  nun  such  ships 
as  sre  at  Deptford  and  Woolwich,  to  expedite 
their  getting  to  the  Nore.  I'lie  Hound  .sloop  of 
war  lias  come  up  to  Depilord  to  the  Tower,  to  re- 
ceive the  impressed.  The  auny  is  to  be  lecruited. 
To  facilitate  this  object,  H.  K.  H  the  Duke  of 
"Yoik  has  intinrated  to  ih:  piopcr  oilicers,  his  Ma- 
jesty'.-, command  that  the  stand.trd  for  the  recruits 
shall  be  reduced  to  5  ftet  ;  inches,  and  that  the 
levy  money  shall  be  raised  to  6  guineas.  Orders 
have  been  dispatched  to  all  foreign  stations. 

On  V.'eiintsdav  another  Cabinet  Council  was 
held  upon  the  present  alarniing  state  of  alTairs. 

P.iRLIAMENTAKY  MINUTES. 
lJ'tdr.(sdi:\,  F-b.  25.- — Commons. — An  account  of 
<5ifrerenc  sinns  of  money  disburse  1  for  the  year 
1801,  was  bionght  up. —  Mr.  Addingcon  piesented 
at  the  bar,  an  account  of  the  money  received,  and 
to  be  received  by  the  commissiorfers  appointed 
wndertheAct  of  the3^thGeo.  Hi.  Oidereu  to 
lie  Jeferred  to  the  commirt-.e  appointed  to  consider 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  n:e-:a2.e. — Mr.  Alex- 
ander presented  a  Report  of  the  Mutiny  Bill.-^ 
The  Report  of  the  Cor.ir,ii:tce  apnoin.ted  to  con- 
sider the  Address  to  his  M'.ijcbty,  v  hich  was  agreed 
10  by  the  whole  House. —  i  he  Chancellor  oi  the 
'Exchequer  moved,  that  the  order  ot  the  day  for 
taking  into  consideration  his  Majesty's  mo.st  gra- 
cious Message,  (see  p.  248)  relative  to  t'ne  aflairs 
of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  ot  Wales  be  now 
read  :  upon  which  a  debate  endued  :  the  sptakers 
■were  Colonel  Stanley,  Mr.  Addingion,  the  Solici- 
tor-General, Mr.  Hairison,  Lord  Castlercagh,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Addington  coueUnied 
■with  moving,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
"  committee,  that  his  Majesty  be  enabled  to  grant 
*'  yearly  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  out  ot  the 
"  i.,(mso!idated  Fund  ot  Great  Eritain,  not  ex- 
"  eccdiii;^  in  the  whole /6o,coc  ;  being  to  lake 
*    place  iiona  the  5th  Jan.  lio],  and  to  coiuinue 


"  until  the  5th  ]an.  i8o6,  towards  providing  for 
"  the  better  support  and  dignity  of  his  Royal 
"  High.ness  the  Prince  of  Wales.'" — Motion  agreed 
to.  /'--/  correct  It  port  of  thh  debate  ivil'i  be  ^h.cn  in  the 
Siipj.lemeiit  to  Ti/.  3.^ 

'/■.';,•;'>. wv,  Feb.  24.  — Lord-. — Report  of  Rank 
Restriction  Kill  received  and  agreed  ro.  —  Loiii 
Gwydir  acquaintediiieir  Lordships,  it  was  his  Ma.- 
jesty's  pleasure  to  receive  the  Address  of  the 
PIoujC  at  2  o'clock  this  day.— f'he  Houfc  accord- 
int;ly  j.iroceeded  to  St.  James's,  v/ith  their  Address. 
Sec  p.  185. 

Co.Vi.MoNs. — Lord  Stanford  reported  to  the 
House,  that  Irs  Majesty  wotjld  be  graciously  pleas- 
ed to  receive  the  Address  of  the  House  this  day  at 
3  o'clock. — Report  of  the  Address  was  then 
broughc  up,  read,  and  agreed  to. —  The  Hou.-e  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  (i^nies'.'-,  to  present  tljs  Addiess 
voted  by  the  House  to  his  MajC^sty. 

S,iuni,sy,  F.b.  25  — LoiiDS. — Counsel  were  Iicard 
reLi.tive  to  the  Scf)rch  Appeal,  Finiayson,  ^■.  lanes 
and  oib.ers — Bank  Fvcst!  iction  Bill  read  a  third 
lii.ie  and  passed.  —  Lord  Pelham  moved  the  order 
of  the  day,  for  taking  his  Majesty's  P.oyal  Message 
into  consideration,  relative  to  the  aflairs  of  iiis 
Royal  Higlmess  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  which  be- 
ing re.-id,  his  Lordship  lo^e  to  move  an  Address  to 
iii;  Majesty  on  the  occasion  ;  wliich,  as  usual,  was ' 
a  general  rc-eclio  "f  the  Message. — Address  voted 
ncin.  diu. — Lend  Auckland  moved  for  sundry  ac- 
counts, previous  ;o  his  discussion  of  the  financial 
state  of  the  country,  A  slioii,  but  intcrestiu'^ 
conver".ati(:n  ensued,  which  will  be  preserved  in 
our  SufpUiKr-at  to  J'o!.  -^.  The  sptakers  weie  Lord 
Auckland,  Moira,  anU  Gix:;viile. 

CoIviMo^iS. — Mr.  Addin'jton  moved,  tkat  the 
House  be  caiieu  ovci'  0:1  '1  hiir-day  next.  Agreed 
to. — Miiiiia  Trainiug  Li.l  read  a  thud  time  and 
passed. 

i;jC7iLiy,  Fe').  ;8. — Lo;iDs. — The  royal  absent 
given,  l;y  col■:ln,i';^ion,  to  the  Kank  Restriction 
Bill.—  Counsel  iln.iHy  lieard  relative  to  tlie  Scotch 
appeal,  Finiaysca,  v.  innes.  Alter  which  t!>e 
Loid  Chancellor  stated  the  case,  and  concluded 
by  moving,  "  That  the  Decree  of  the  Scotch 
"  cou;t  be  .drirnied  by  their  Lordships,  and  that 
"  the  Appeiiatit  ilo  pay /^  iCO  costs."  Oidered. — . 
Militia  Exercise  Eill,  iliiee  Naturalization  Bills, 
and  two  private  bills  were  presented,  and  read  a 
hrst  lime. 

Common's. — On  a  motion  by  Lord  F.uston, 
James  Trotter  w.is  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
custody  of  the  Scijeant  at /Vrms,  for  non-attend- 
aiuc  as  a  witness  on  the  Coiiimlctee  appointed  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  Dumfermbn  election. — Lord 
Euston  also  moved,  "  That  the  depu'y  clerk  of  the 
"  crown  be  ordered  to  produce  the  hi/ok,  ofthe 
"  Dumtermlin  district,  in  order  thrt  the  name 
"  of  John  Anderson,  and  all  that  relates  to  hinij 
"  be  erased  from  the  said  books."  Ordered. — Mr. 
Tyrwhitt  made  the  following 

Ojfic'ial  CQ:mnunicai]cn  jroiii  Iih  Royal  Highiess   the 

Pvhtce  of  I  Vales. 
"  Th-.t  the  Prince  has  felt,  wiih  the  most  sin- 
'*  cere  and  afFectionate  gratitude,  the  gracious 
"  purpose  of  his  Majesty,  in  recommending  his 
"  present  situation  to  the  consideration  of  Par- 
"  liament.  That  having  seen  by  the  votes  of 
"  the  House  of  Commons  the  manner  in  which 
"  they  have  received  his  Majesty's  reeonimenda- 
"  tion,  the  Prince  deems  ic  incumbent  on  him 
"  to  express  his  warmest  acknov/ledgment  of 
"  their  liberality;  at  the  same  time  the  Frince, 
"  tiiough  fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  re- 
"  Luminghis  stacc;  and  greatly  regretting  any  cir- 
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''  cumstance  wliidi  tends  to  disappoint  the  wishes 

''  of  his    Majesty,  or  ot  ihe  House  upon  tluit  nib- 

*'  jeer,  yet  letl;  himself   hound   explicitly    to    de- 

*'  dare,  that  there  are  still  claims  remaining  upon 

<'  his  honour  and  his  justice,  for  the   discharge  of 

"  which  he  must  continue  to  set  apart,  in  trust,  a 

•'   large  sinking  fund,   and  con^cquenily  postpone, 

"  until  the  peiioii  of  their  liquidarinn,  the  tcsump- 

««  tiou  of  that  state  and  dignity,   which,    however 

"  essential   to    his    ra'-.k  and   station,    he    kno-.vs 

«'   from  dear-bought  experience,    c   uld  not,    under 

"   his  present  cii  cumstanccs,  be  re5umed  without 

"   the    ri  k   ot    incurring   new     dilHculcies. —  iMie 

"  Prince  thinks  that  he  owes  it  to  himself,  and  to 

"   Harliameut,   to   make  this  declaration  to  them, 

"  with  the  same  distinctness  as  he  stated  it  to  his 

«'  Majesty's  government,  upon  the  first  communis 

•'  cation  maJe  to  hini  oi   his  Majesty's  benign  in- 

"   tentions.  — With  respect  to  the  Prince's  chim  to 

<'  an  aceouiu  of  the  revenues  wliich  accrued  iVom 

"  the   Duchy    nf  Cornwall   frm  the  year  176;   to    | 

"  1785,  however  strong  Iiis    confidence  in  the  va- 

"  lidity  of  his  claim,  a  confidence  fortified   by  the 

"   Pirongt'fet  lega;  authorities,  yet  as  he  trusts    tint 

"  through  the  gracious   interposition  of   his   Ma- 

<'  jestv,  aiul  the  liberality   of  Parliament,    he  shall 

*'   bt  eiaai.iled  olherwi  e   to  provide    tor  liiose   de- 

*'   niands  on  his  justice,  wiueh  ahnie  induced   him 

<'  to    assert  hi:-   right,   he   novvf    chteifnll)^    re  in- 

"  quislus  his  suit,  and    lias   directed   Iiis  law  oili- 

"   ceis  to  forego  all  fur-h-jr  prO'^ecdings  " 

Mr.  Calcralt  said,  he  had  not  heard  any  sufl'^.- 
cient  reason  assigi-.ed  for  his  Royal  Highre;s  tiie 
Piinee  of  VV'ale'i  not  immediately  resuming  his 
state  and  ui'gr>ity,  ;inJ  should  on  Friday  bring  for- 
ward a  moiion  on  that  subject. —  Mr.  I'.vjkine  said, 
that  such  a  motion  was  v.-ithout  ihe  authority  of 
his  Royal  Highness. — Mr.  Slieridan  moved,  th;.t 
the  Piinct's  gracious  cinnn-.ur.ieation  he  entered 
on  the  fouiuai?.  Ordeieil.— -Paacras  Woi  khouse 
Bill  tend  a  first  and  second  time.  Sir  F.  Uurdett 
■  presented  a  pctiiion  against  the  bili. 

Tueaipy,  Much  I. — Commons. —  i  lie  Attorney- 
General  of  Ireland  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  pi  event  the  forging  of  hank  notes  of  Ire- 
land.— Report  of  the  Expiring  Laws  liiil  broujdit 
tip. — Mr.  Addington  brougtit  up  a  bill  for  sllow- 
jiig  his  Ro"al  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  an 
annuity  of  jr6o,cco  a  year,  during  the  period  of 
three  years,  and  for  repealing  so  much  of  vn  Act 
as  authorised  the  appointmeat  of  commissioners, 
to  expend  the  sum  of  j/"r;,oc.o  out  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  foi  the  discharge  of  the  debts  incuired 
by  his  Royal  Highness. — Bill  read  a  first  time. 

i'Vedriciilny,  Mm ch  2. — Bill  for  assimilating  the 
Proceedings  in  the  Law  Courts  of  Ireland  to  those 
in  tlie  correspfindent  Couits  of  Gieat  Britain,  read 
a  fust  time.— !n  a  comniiitee  of  the  House  o'l  ihe 
Irish  Revenue  Acs,  Mr.  Curry  moved,  "That 
the  duties,  commonly  called  -ustoms,  be  tendered 
permanent  in  Ireland:  that  the  duties  on  scamps 
lie  made  permanent :  that  the  revenues  of  the 
Post-Otllce  be  rendered  permanent.  Resolutions 
agreed  to  —Leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent malicious  cutting  of  cattle,  and  for  punish- 
ing ch.dkers  in  Ireland:  also  another  for  tlie  more 
effectual  prevention  of  lorgiug  bills  ot  exchange 
and  Bank  of  Ireland  bills. — Prince  of  Wales'  An- 
nuity Bill  read  a  second  time. — Mutiny  Act  read 
a  third  time  and  passed  — In  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, the  Ckancellor  of  the  l^xche(iui.r  moved, 
«'  fhat  the  sum  of /(^r,o,^2,r  ql  4s.  8d.  be  grautel, 
for  tiie  [)urpose  of  defraying  the  charge  of  extraor- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Army  frorii  Dec.  -'J,  1801, 


to  Dec.  2^,    1802,  not  provided  for  by  Paiiiament. 
— Agreed  to. 

'fhursJtiy,  M'trch  3. — Lords. — Militia  Training 
Bill  read  a  second  tune. 

Commons  — Mr.  Fox  presented  a  petition  from 
the  druggists  of  \Vestmin;icr,  against  the  Medi- 
cine Act. — Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  on 
the  Irish  Duty  liills  biouglit  up  and  agreed  to. — 
Irish  Revenue-Oilicers  Di^-qualify ing  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed.~Mr.  Vausittart  moved  for 
accouius  of  the  number  of  ships  entered  in  and 
cleared  I'Ut  of  the  difTerent  pons  of  Great  Britain 
for  three  years ;  also  an  account  of  the  amount  of 
the  bounties  on  ila>:,  hemp,  &c. — Dtdered. 

[7"/;--  P,irJi../ru;:Uiiy  M'ui:iUs  luill  b.  Liought  up  in 
Our  r:-:x/.} 

Froni  the  Lon.lon  Giz.ctte,  March  5,  1803, — St. 
James's,  the  2d  nf  March,  Iris  Majesty  in  Council 
was  this  day  pic.ised  to  aopnint— J.  Johnes,  Esq. 
of  Dolecothy,  to  be  SheiiiYof  the  County  of  Caer- 
maitheu,  instead  of  J.  Llewellyn  of  Castle  Piggin, 
Hsq — E.  Kendall,  of  Beaufoit,  Esq.  to  be  Sheriff 
of  the  County  of  Brecon,  instead  of  S.  Gwynne,  of 
Twimawr,  Esq. 

IVhitehall,  Mnrdi  4.— The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  grant  to  George  Harrison,  Esq.  (Norroy  King 
of  Aimr.),  the  Office  of  Clarenccux  King  of  Arms, 
and  Principal  Herald  of  the  South,  East,  and  West 
Parts  of  that  Pait  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  called  England,  in  the  rootu 
of  Thomas  Lock,  Esq.  late  Clarenccux,  deceased. 

Dublin  CauIc,  FJ;."22.— His  Majesty,  by  his 
Roy;'.l  Leftcts,  having  appointed  the  Most  Noble 
Ge  rpe  Augustus  Marquis  of  Donegall  to  be  of 
his  Jvf'/st  Hon.  Privy  Council  r/f  Ireland,  his  Lord- 
ship this  day  in  Counci.  .oo!-_tlic  usual  oaths  and 
his'place  at  the  I'oard  accordingly. 

Crown-Oflicf,  !\J.hr/i  c. — Member  rtturncd  to  srrTC  in 
this  -^iiaent' Fiirlia^r.nit.  —  Borough  of  Yarmouth. — Chas. 
Mae  Doii'icll,  or  th  ;  City  of"  Westmiaster.  Esq.  ill 
the  room  of  Jamfs  latrick  Murray,  Esq.  wlio  hath 
accepted  the  Oiiice  of  Steward  of  his  Majesty's 
M;inor  of  East  tJuudred,  in  the  County  of  Berks. 

/r/;/7i'W/,  Match  8.— The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  appoint  the  Reverend  Peter  MS'VJaster  to  the 
Church  and  Parish  of  New  Luce,  in  the  Presby- 
tery oi  Si;anracr,  and  County  of  Wigtov.-n. — The 
King  has  also  been  pleased  'to  juesent  the  Rev. 
Ancfrew  fatr.eson  to  the  Church  and  P^ii-i.-h  of  St. 
Mungo,  "in  the  Piesbytery  ot  Lochmaben,  and 
County  of  Dumfries,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  D.  Dickson,  lace  Minister  there. 

Berlin,  Feb.  26.— The  Queen  of  Prussia  was 
salelv  delivered  of  a  Princess  on  V/eduesday  last 
the  zi,^  inst.  }{cr  Majesty  and  the  young  Pnnc€ss 
continue  as  v.-ell  as  can  be  expected. 

Bankrutt;.  — Iogi;;itt,  W.  Bridgewater-squarc, 
merchant.— Hord,  W.  'York,  merchanr.— Green,  J. 
Reading,  mealman.— Malone,  P.  Manchester,  shoe- 
mal-er.— Finigan,  J.  Bishopsgate,  muslin  dyer.- 
Cooper,  J.  Sen.  and  Juo.  Sevenoaks,  coopers.— 
Leigh,  A.  Shoe-lane,  smith.— Dow,  J.  Bush-lane, 
Cannon-street,  merchant.— Tench,  J.  Jun.  Token- 
house-yard,  merchant.— Clements,  R.  New  Buc- 
kenhain,  Norfolk,  shop-keeper.— Baybs,  J.  Croome 
Dabitot,  builder.— Whitby,  R.  Manchester,  cot- 
ton-spinner.—Shallcruss,  .S.  and  R.  Barnes,  Man- 
chester, cotton  manufacturers.  — Drayton,  J.  Car- 
shalton,  victudier. 

j;i,th.—On  1  uesday,  the  ist,  Lady  Paget,  of  a 
son.— On  Friday,  the  4ll)>  ti'C  Lady  of  Lord  Mid- 
dleton,  of  a  daughter.  ^  ,     « 

Afj'M.itrc— On  the  5th  inst.  at  Bath,  Lt.  Col.  A. 
Colston  to  .Miss  VVrtnln-tou. 
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Ds^ith.—  On  Tharsclay,  the  ?d  inst.  Lt.  Gen 
D'Oyley,  of  Half  Moon -street.— On  Tuesday,  the 
Sth  inst.  at  his  house  in  CleveUnd  Row,  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Bridgwater. — Al  Walworth,  Rear- Ad- 
miral Ho'lson. — On  Sunday,  at  his  house  in  Glou- 
cester Place,  Vice-Admiral  ."^ir  Janie<:  Wallace. 
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LONDON     COUKSt:     OF     EXCHANGE. 


AmSTER.  C.  F.  36    1  2  US. 

ly,  at  sight     3.i  9 

ROTTtRDAM    36    3  2  us. 

H.iMBUUGIl      34    5  Q4uS. 

AlTONA.  .  .  .34    6  24US. 

P.ti;is   1   day  24   8 

Paris 24   12  2  us. 

BoURD£AUX,24    13 

Cadiz    ...  33-1  eff. 
Madrid  .  .  36     effective 


Leghorn  ......  30^ 

Naples 40j 

Genoa 46| 

Venice,  55   livres  piccole 
effective  per£.  ster. 

Lisbon 67| 

Opoisto 6si 

Dublin   13-4: 

Bii  koa     36 

Agio,  bank  on  JIol.  p. 


PK  ICES   C  U  R  RENT    IN    LONDON. 


Eng.  Wheat  prq.  44f.  to58J 

Kye 32  ..34 

Barley 20  ..25 

Malt 40  . .  44 

Oats 1 3  . .  1 9 

Pease,  white) 31..  3  8 

Beans  (horse') 31..  33 

Flour  per  sack  . .    44  . .  47 

Seconds 40  . .  44 

Coals  per  chal ....  50  ..  00 


Ht>ps  [K.-r  cwt.  liOi  to  140j 
Hay  i)er  loiid. ...  83  ..  140 
Beel,  per  stone  4s.6d.  to  6s. 
Mutton  4s.  8d.  to  3s  4d. 
Ve:d  ....  53.  od.  to  7s.  od. 
Pork. .  ..  4s.  sd.  to  6s.  od. 

Tallow 4s.    2d. 

Av.  of  Sugar  pr  cw  39s.  4d. 
Salt,  per  Bushel  iss.iod. 
Ilreari  gd  the  Quar.  Loaf. 


TO  THE  RT.   HON.   LORD  HAWKE.SBURY. 

•'  They  shall  seek  peace,  and  there  shall 

"  be  none.  Mischief  shall  come  upon 

"  miichief,  and  rumour  shall  be  upon 

'*  rumour.    The  law  shall  perish  from 

"  the  priest,  and  the  council  from  the 

"  ancients.  The  king  shall  mourn,  and 

"  t'  e  prince  shail  be  clothed  with  de- 

"  solation.  and  the  hands  of  the  people 

*'  of  the   land   shall    be   troubled." — 

EZEKIEL,    C.  vii.    V.  23. 

My  Lord — This  was  the  motto  which  I 
prefixed  to  the  volume  of  letters,  addressed 
to  your  lordship,  in  October,  1801,  jtist  af- 
ter the  signature  of  those  preliminaries,  that 
led  to  the  disgraceful  and  ignominious  peace 
of  Amiens.  The  former  part  of  this  pre- 
diction has  now  been  most  amply  fulfilled:  the 
deluded  people  oi  this  country  have  sought 
peace,  and  there  has  been  none  5  mischief 
has  come  upon  mischief,  aqd  rumour  has 
been  upon  rumour;  and,  my  lord,  lei  those 
who  are  concerned  be  well  assured,  that. 


unless  you  and  your  colleagues  are  instantly 
removed  from  the  councils  of  the  King,  and 
unless  a  new  .system  of  policy  be  adopted  by 
your  successors,  the  latter  part  also  of  this 
awful  prediction  will  meet  with  a  speedy 
acconiplisliment. 

I  have  taken,  on  this  occasion,  the  form 
of  a  letter,  my  lord,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
troubling  your  troubled  mind  with  any  new 
remarks,  but  merely  as  a  veiiicle  for  certain 
extracts,  intended  to  remind  you  and  your 
colleagues  of  your  errors,  and  to  give  my 
rf-)ders  another  proof  of  your  ignorance  and 
your  obstinacy. — The  first  which  I  shall  take 
is  Irom  my  Letters  on  the  Preliminaries  of 
Peace,  written  in  October,  ISOl.— "  Me- 
•'  thinks  I  hear  you  make  a  triumpliant 
"  couiparison  between  these  infant  uudisci- 
"  plined  deels  and  those  of  Great-Britain. 
"  Bt:t,  my  lord,  if  we  were  certain  (which  I 
"  am  far  from  being)  that  we  shall  ever  be 
"  again  able  to  send  tweets  to  .sea,  let  us  not 
"  forget,  that  our  enemies  will  have  nothing 
"  to  do  but  to  cross  the  riarnnu  cbayinel  luhlch 
*■'  separates  our  shores  from  theirs.  Naval  tac- 
"  tics  are  not  necessary  in  an  enterprize, 
"  the  success  of  which  requires  but  a  kw 
"  hours  of  favourable  wind.  The  French 
"  having  no  enemy  to  dread  on  their  land- 
"  board,  may  tasily  maintain,  ^Uilthry  luill 
"  maintain,  a  numerous  arviy  along  the  coast 
"  from  Brest  to  the  Texei.  This  army  they 
"  may  double  at  any  moment  they  please, 
"  by  those  sudden  and  efficacious  means, 
"  which  are  become  familiar  to  the  people; 
"  and,  my  lord,  however  you  may  be  dis- 
"  posed  to  snrer,  one  and  the  same  southerly 
"■  wind  may  bring  four  armies  on  our  coasts. 
"  It  is  not  necessary  to  name  the  points  of 
"  embaikation  or  disembarkation,  the  enemy 
"  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  subject. 
"  — Great  Britain  will,  as  the  least  possible 
"  evil,  he  obliged  tc  viaintain  a  iiumeroiis  army t 
"  to  repel  an  invasion,  ami  numerous  feels  to 
"  prevent  the  invaders  from  approaching  her 
"  shores.  We  shall  never  know  when  an 
"  aggression  is  about  to  take  place;  for  the 
"  great  and  mighty  republic  will  be  alvuays 
"  preparing;  and,  be  well  assured,  my  lord, 
"  that  sbevuill  not  suffer  impertinent  neighbours 
"  to  ask  questions.  While  our  dock-yards 
"  and  fleets  are  in  a  state  of  inactivity,  we 
"  shall  see  vessels  of  all  countries  sailing  to 
"  the  ports  of  France,  with  all  the  materials 
"  neeessary  to  establish  her  navy  ;  and  it  is 
"  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that  she  will  re- 
"  ceive  thirty  thousand  mariners  from  this 
"  country,  some  of  whom,  as  your  lordship 
"  may  recollect,  are  not  a  little  infected 
"  with  jacobinism.  In  the  mean  time  Buo- 
"  NAFARTE  wiU  dispjtch  troops  and  warliie 
"  stores  to  the  JFest'Indies,  the  Ca^e  of  Good 
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Hope,  and  to  ^ndid.  We  shall  not,  as  I 
observed  before,  dare  to  enquire  into  the 
extent,  destination,  atld  object,  of  these 
armaments.  We  must  observe  iheir  ope- 
rations in  silence,  and  our  Jlrst  7iotice  of 
bostinty  ivlll  bd  a  preparation  for  resistance  ; 
'  for  France  will   not  sutler  us  to  embark  a 

■  single  regiment,  without  rendering  her  a 
'  full  and  satisfactory  account.     The  mi- 

■  litary  and  raval  establishment  for  such  a 
'  peace  cannot  be  much  less  expensive  than 
'  what  would  have  been  necessary  for  the 
'  continuance  of  the  war,  or  else  it  will  be 
'  totally  insufficient.  It  will  not  even  be 
'  attended  with  tiie  advantage  of  forcing 
'  the  enemy  to  incur  a  proportionate  ex- 
'  pense  ;  for  the  French  government,  cer- 
'  tain  of  having  land  forces  at  its  command, 
'  whenever  it  shall  have  occasion  for  them, 
'  will  always  be  able  to  diminish  them 
'  with  facility  ;  and,  consequently,  to    ap- 

*  propriate  to  the  navy  a  great  part  of  the 

*  funds,  now  employed  for  the  support  of 
'  the  army. — The  consequences  ot  this  state 
'  of  uneasiness,  mistrust,  expense,  and  danger 

*  071  the  one  part ;  and  if  threats,  intrigues 
'  and  bostile preparations  on  the  other,  which  is 
'  honoured  with  the  name  of  peace,  will 
'  enable  the  French,  suddenly,  and  with 
'  the  greatest  advantage,  to  renew  a  war, 
'  which  will  be  pregnant  with  the  great- 
'  est  danger  to  England,  inasmuch  as  the 
'  French  will  have  had  time  to  collect  their 
'  forces   and   their    means  of  attack,  so  as 

*  to  bear  upon  those  points  which  they  have 
'  in  view ;  and  as  they  will,  moreover, 
'  have  it  in  their  power  to  choose  both  their 
'  time  and  their  point  of  attack. — But, 
'  the  noisy  partisans  oi  peace,  of  any  peace 
'  <aibatever,  even  of  the  iiame  of  peace,  will 
'  exclaim — Is  England,  then,  condemned  to 
'  luage  perpetual  luar  tvitb  France  ?     Yes, 

*  my    lord,  she  is,    and    it    is  your   peace 

*  which  has  reduced  her  to  this  lamentable 
'  necessity.     It  has  suddenly  transported  to 

*  France  a  part  of  our  force  and  of  our  riches; 
'  and  in  a  few  years  it  will  give  her  a  naval 
'  superiority.     In    all   quarters,    and    with 

*  inconceivable  rapidity,  it  multiplies  her 
'  means  of  attack  and  diminishes  our 
'  means  of  defence.  It  leaves  our  enemy 
'  armed  and  prepared ;  it  compels  us  also 
'  to  remain  under  arms.     This  peace,  then, 

*  my  lord,  fS  a  real  state  of  war.' '  f Letters  on 
the  Peace,  p.  gSJ. — These  letters,  my  lord, 
were  first  published,  during  the  very  height 
of  that  "  tumult  of  exultation  arid  delirium 
"  ^fpy"  which  your  preliminaries  excited  j 
and,  I  was  actually  engaged  in  writing  the 
letter,  from  which  this  extract  is  made,  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  infamous  peace- 
loving  rabble  came  to  demolish  mv  house. 
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because  I  refused  to  illuminate  it,  in  appro- 


bation of  the  compact  by  which  you  and  yout 
colleagues  had  rumed  and  di.shonoured  dw 
country.  You  laughed,  or  rather,  you 
grinned,  on  that  occasion  ;  you  made  my 
injuries  a  subject  of  mockery  ;  backed  by 
the  shouts  of  the  base  million,  you  thought 
yourself  secure  from  the  vengeance  of  reasoo 
and  of  truth.  I  reminded  you  then,  that 
the  hour  of  retribution  would  come,  and 
that  "  a  weak  foundation,  slippery  and  ua- 
"  sure,  had  he  who  built  upon  the  vulgar 
"  heart."  This  hour,  my  lord,  is  now  fast 
approaching  ;  and,  if  I  had  a  mind  as  low 
as  that  of  your  lordship,  I  should  prepare 
for  exercising  on  you  a  severe  retaliation. — 
But,  my  lord,  objects  widely  different  engage 
my  thoughts.  I  think  of  the  dangers  to  which 
my  country  is  exposed,  dangers  which  can 
no  longer  be  hidden,  and  which  must  be 
met  and  overcome  by  our  virtue  and  valour, 
or  we  must  be  the  slaves,  the  abject,  the 
toiling  slaves,  of  the  most  cruel  and  impious 
tyranny  that  God,  in  his  just  indignation, 
ever  sent  as  a  scourge  to  a  base  and  degene- 
rate people. 

In  this  situation,  ray  lord,  I  could  hare 
earnestly  wished  to  hear,  in  the  parliament, 
language  more  bold  and  decisive.  To  Lord 
Moira  and  Mr.  Sheridan  "  spirited  ?iVi^  ani- 
mating' speeches  have  been  ascribed,  in  the 
public  papers.  The  former  spoke  like  a 
man  worthy  of  his  name  and  his  rank,  and 
to  the  speech  of  the  latter  I  have  no  objec- 
tion, except  that  the  reporter  makes  it  attri- 
bute to  Mr.  Windham  a  sentiment  v.hich 
that  gentleman  never  uttered,  to  wit  5  that 
this  country,  single-handed,  is  unable  to  con- 
tend against  Frarice.  I  rejoice  to  hear  these 
speeches  of  Lord  Moira  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
applauded  in  the  public  papers  ;  I  rejoice 
that  they  think  our  country  capable  of  such 
noble  exertions  ;  but,  when  the  tardy  ex- 
pression of  these  sentiments  is  brought  for- 
ward in  order  to  throw  an  odium  on  those 
of  the  gentlemen,  who,  from  the  drst  mo- 
jnent,  reprobated  the  fatal  measure,  which 
has  produced  our  present  embarrassment,  I 
must  not,  and  v.'ill  not  be  silent,  F'roiu  this 
consideration  it  is,  that  I  remind  my  read- 
ers that  Lord  Moira,  in  defending  the  Peace, 
explicitly  declared,  that  this  country,  sin- 
gle handed,  was  ?wt  able  to  contend  against 
France.  "  To  negociate,"  said  his  lordship, 
"  a  peace,  with  any  prospect  of  success, 
"  ministers  must  necessarily  accommodr.te 
"  the  terms  according  to  the  relative  situa- 
"  tions  of  the  two  countries,  and  a  precise 
"  reciprocity  of  cession  on  a  pertinacious 
"  contest,  for  the  uti  possidetis,  was  out  of 
"  the  question  zidiae  a  weaker  power  h-^J 
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"  ta  treat  ivlth  a  stronger.'^"  As  to  Mr. 
Sheridan,  he  also  approved  of  the  peace, 
upon  the  sole  ground  of  neccsiihj,  and  styled 
it  "  a  peace  that  cverv  man  mis  I  he  gl\u  cj, 
"  hut  that  710  man  could  be  FKoun  of."  A 
peace,  *'  involving  a  degradation  of  the  ua'.icn- 
"  a!  dignity,  wbieb  7io  truly  E?igliib  heart  ca7t 
"  feel  with  indiffere?ice.  f"  Are  we  then, 
my  lord,  become  7nore  strong,  and  is  France 
become  more  lueak  since  the  time  when  these 
declarations  were  made  ?  Has  the  respec- 
tive power  of  the  two  nations  been  brouglit 
nearer  to  an  eciuality  by  the  surrender  of 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  Surinam,  Berbice, 
Esseqnibo,  Tob:igo,  St.  Lucie,  Martinico, 
Jilba,  Minorca,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
on  our  side,  and  by  the  possession  of  those 
places  on  the  side  of  France  ?  Or  has  this 
equality  been  produced  by  the  reduction  of 
our  army  and  the  dismantling  of  our  fleet, 
while  the  army  of  Buonaparte  has  been 
augmented,  while  he  has  tilled  his  naval 
arsenals,  received  an  accession  of  20,000 
French  sailors,  ten  thousand  Dutch,  and 
Si;v£n  thousand  English,  together  witli  a  great 
number  of  those  artisans,  which  previous  to 
the  peace,  were  employed  in  our  dock  yards? 
Finally,  not  to  grate  your  lordship's  soul 
with  too  long  and  painful  an  enumeration,  has 
this  equality  of  means  and  of  strength  been 
produced  by  a  separation,  on  our  parr,  from 
all  our  continental  allies,  by  the  total  dis- 
trust and  contempt  of  us  upon  the  continent, 
and  by  the  acquisition,  on  the  part  of  France, 
ot  a  complete  predominance  in  Germany, 
by  her  virtual  possession  of  Holland, 
Switzerland,  and  Italy,  and  by  the  actual 
annexation  of  Piedmont  ?  —  Is  this  the 
change,  my  lord,  which  has  r.-ndered  us 
able  to  coj)e,  single  handed,  with  France  ? 
Is  it  on  this  change  that  the  noble  earl  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  build  their  change 
of  opinion.'  (Jr  do  these  their  new  liopes 
arise  from  the  "  husbanding  of  our  resour- 
"  ces,"  from  the  vast  mass  of  treasure, 
which  your  right  sapient  colleague  has  been 
able  to  save  during  these  ten  months  of  fe- 
verish repose  .'  —  Lord  Moira  censured  no 
one's  opinion  j  I  believe,  and  hope,  that  he 
his  changed  his  own,  not  upon  any  favour- 
able change  in  our  circumstances,  but  upon 
a  conviction  that  he  was  in  an  error.  I'liis, 
however,  I  shall  not  hastily  allow  v/ith  res- 
pect to  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  appears  to  me 
to  have  sought  a  pretext  for  condemning  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Windham,  because,  to  have 
acknowledged  that  gentU-man  in  the  right,  to 
have  acknowledged  that  the  peace  had  placed 
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us  in  a  zuorse  situation  than  zue.'were  previous  to 
that  measure,  would  have  been  to  acknowledge 
that  that  peace  was  7irf  "a  peace  of  7teces- 
sir/  "  that  it  was  not  a  peace  that  everv  man 
ougnt  "  tn  he  glad  of,"  though  "  imol-ving 
"  a  degradation  of  the  7iational,  dignify  "  He 
had  advanced  these  opinions  in  order  to 
justify  his  reprobation  of  the  war,  and  h.is  new 
set  of  opinions  is  intended  to  justify  his  joy 
at  the  peace  !  Consistency  is  a  very  good 
thing,  but,  when  purchased  at  a  price  like 
this,  it  is  somewhat  too  dear. 

I  was  mucii  pleased,  my  lord,  to  hear 
Lord  Auckland  give  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  we  were  able,  single  handed,  to  contend 
against  the  monstrously  augmented  force  of 
our  enemy  ;  but,  I  could  have  wished,  that 
his  lordship's  confidence  had  been  built  on 
a  foundation  more  solid  than  that  of  mere 
pecu7iiary  ?neans.  I  noticed,  in  my  letters  to 
Mr.  Addington,  on  the  preliminaries  of 
peace,  that  his  lordship  had  Jong  entertained 
a  liigli  opinion  of  the  virtue  of  this  species 
of  force.  "  War,"  says  he*,  "  is  now  becme 
"  a  science  ^/' money.  That  side  must  first 
''  quit  the  field,  ivhose  exchequer  first  fails." 
One  might  have  hoped,  that  the  result  of 
our  two  last  wars,  in  both  which,  with  un- 
shaken credit,  Ave  quitted  the  field  before  a 
bankrupt   entniy,     v.^ould    Jiave    cured    his 


*  Sec  Deb-ite^ 
p.  iio;. 


on  the  Treaty,  Regiiter,   Vol.    II. 
f  Ibi.1,  p.  !0;)5. 


lordsliip  of  this  error.  But,  men  are  apt  to 
attach  most  importance  to  the  science  which 
they  best  understand  ;  and,  as  his  lordship 
has  some  little  knowledge  in  calculation,  he 
is  naturally  inclined  to  oppose  money,  or 
rather  figures,  to  men  and  arms.  After, 
however,  the  total  inutility  of  the  noble, 
and  almost  incredible  exploits,  of  Sir  Francis 
d'Iveri;ois,  whom  the  French  call  le  chevalier 
dariihmeiiqne,  we  should,  I  think,  be  very 
cautious  hmv  we  place  confidence  in  the  ef- 
fects of  this  science. — Your  lordship,  too, 
was  pleased,  to  lay  great  stress  on  "  credit, 
capital,  and  confidence,"  which  words  were, 
by  some  persons,  taken  to  have  a  cabalistic 
meaning,  and  to  possess,  when  properly  ap- 
plied, the  nature  and  powers  of  what 
the  vulgar  call  a  spell  or  charm.  But, 
taking  them  in  their  literal  sense,  it  was 
rather  an  unfortunate  moment  for  his  lord- 
ship to  make  use  of  them,  Avhen  the  stocks, 
which  form  the  criterion  of  the  things  ex- 
pressed by  these  words,  had  jusi  experienced 
a  tumble,  or  rather  a  jump,  from  7 1  to  6"'2 
per  cent,  and  when  the  paper  of  that  excel- 
lent loan  negociated  by  your  worthy  col- 
league was  at  a  discount  of  14  percent.  This 
was,  my  lord,  rather  an  unlucky  moment 
to  oppose  "  credit,  capital,  and  confidence" 
to    the  five  hundred     thousand  soldiers    of 


*  lu  hij  letter  to  Lord  Carlisle,  published  in  1779. 
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Frnnce,  in  which  country,  since  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  the  funds  have  been  constantly  rising, 
while  onrs  have  been  almost  constantJif.falJiiig. 
This  latter  is  n  curious  fact,  and  it  is  a  proof, 
that /ici'ii;<.r  will  always  create  r?Y(/ii,  while 
credit  will  nat  always  create  power.  Where 
the  confidence  is  there  will  \he  real  solid 
capital  go;  and  confidence  arises  much  more 
from  [he  //lilitary  aud  poHticn!,  than  from  the 
pecuniary  or  mercantile,  means  of  a  coun- 
tvv,  especially  in  linies  of  commotion  or  con- 
vulsion ;  because  all  men  know,  that,  in 
such  times,  when  (here  is  the  greatest  degree 
of  physical  force,  there  is  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  security  from  violence.  Yv'lnle  the 
nations  of  Europe  preserved  their  political 
and  military  balance,  confidence,  in  pecu- 
niary matters,  depended  upon  the  state  of 
the  finances,  upon  the  character  for  honesty 
and  punctuality,  of  each  nation  respecti- 
vely ;  but  now,  when  the  existence  of  go- 
vernments, when  the  independence  of  na- 
tions, are  daily  brought  into  jeopardy,  this 
confidence  depends  upon  the  opinion  which 
men  have  of  the  poivcr,  the  military  and  po- 
litical power,  of  tlie  several  nations.  Till 
since  the  peace  of  Amiens  no  one  doubted 
of  the  capability  of  Great  Britain  to  main- 
tain her  independence  ;  but,  can  this  be 
said  now  ?  Can  we  hope  that  men,  and 
particularly  monied  men,  will  not  doubt 
of  it  ?  After  all  the  humiliations,  all  the 
insults,  all  the  disgrace  and  ignominy,  to 
which  wc  have  submitted,  can  we  possi- 
bly flatter  ourselves,  that  the  sons  of  wealth 
will  not  fear,  that  we  shall  not  long  have 
the  power  to  protect  them  and  their  pro- 
perty, against  the  rapacity  and  rage  of  a 
nation,  whicii  has  overturned  state  upon 
stale,,  and  which  has  sworn  our  destruction  ? 
And,  fearing  thus,  will  they  not  endeavour 
to  have  a  stake,  at  least,  umler  the  safe- 
guard of  this  all-commanding  and  protect- 
ing power?  Does  not  the  fate,  loo,  of  the 
French,  the  Dutch,  and  the  Italian  loyalists, 
strongly  admonish  all  other  men,  not  to  ne- 
glect this  salutary  precaution  ?  Does  it  not, 
i-n  the  skeleton  form  of  hunger  and  with  the 
voice  issuing  from  the  lips  of  death,  warn 
them  to  shun  the  miseries  attached  to  loyal- 
ty and  patriotism?  Millions  of  pounds,  my 
lord,  have  from  these  considerations,  already 
been  transferred  from  England  to  France  3 
and,  if  our  present  state  oi  uncertainty  con- 
tinues but  yet  aliille  longer,  there  will  not  be 
many  of  our  rich  men,  who  will  not  have 
deported,  in  some  shape-or  other,  a  part  of 
their  capital  in  that  country;  and  thus, 
will  the  very  thing  that  was  to  supply  the 
place  of  courage  and  of  honour,  be  taken 
trom  us,  precisely  beause  we  have,  by  our 
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national  acts,  renounced  our  pretensions  to 
those  ennobling  and  commanding  qualities. 
Therefore,  my  lord,  we  must  inevitably  lose 
our  pecuniary  means,  and  a  national  bank- 
ruptcy must  inevitably  ensue,  unless  we 
regain  the  confidence  of  ourselves  and  of  the 
world,  which  can  only  be  done  by  another 
war,  a  successful  luar  against  France,  because 
such  success  alone  can  recover  our  lost  re- 
putation. 

As  to  our  c a pahlUty  oi  Ao'mg  this,  that  is  an- 
other question;  and,  however  tlie  time-serv- 
ing; herd  may  execrate  me,  T  venture  to  express 
my  thorough  persuasion  that  we  are  uot  capa- 
ble, unless  we  are  willing  to  make  such  exer- 
tions and  such  sacrifices  as  this  nation  never 
yet  made,  nor  even  dreamt  of  making.  Able 
we  were,  and  well  able,  to  have  tonthiucd 
the  war,  and  to  have  finished  it  with  glory; 
but,  it  does  not,  for  that  reason  follow,  that 
we  are  able  to  leric'iu  the  war,  after  our  enemy 
has  doubled  bis  strength,  and  after  we  have 
been  deprived  of  three-fourths  of  ours.  It  is 
the  peace,  the  improvident,  the  disgraceful, 
the  he.irt-chilling,  the  courage-killing  peace 
of  Amiens,  that  has  wrought  this  fearful 
change  in  the  relative  situniion  of  the  two 
countries.  AVhcre  is  our  fleet,  my  Lord  ? 
The  ships  are  in  the  several  ports;  but  can 
they  go  to  sea?  What  is  now  become  of  the 
empty  Munchansen-like  boast  of  your  mo- 
dest and  disinterested  coUeag-ie,  "  thAiJifty 
"  ships  of  the  line  could,  at  any  time,  be 
"  sent  cut  to  sea  in  the  course  of  a  viontb." 
Yon  must,  one  would  think,  have  had  some 
notion  of  your  present  danger  for  a  fortnight 
back,  at  least ;  and,  are  there,  then,  tzucnty- 
five  ships  ready  to  pat  to  sea?  Are  (here 
two,  my  Lord  ?  And  does  your  Lordship 
think  that  the  proclamations  of  his  Majesty- 
will  bring  home  the  seven  thousand  British 
sailors  and  the  hundreds  of  naval  artizans, 
whom  the  pence  and  its  ceonovii:al  regula- 
tions have  driven  into  the  service  of  the 
enemy? — And,  as  to  the  land  force?  You 
are  a  colonel,  or  something  of  that  sort  I  bi  - 
lieve,  in  the  same  corps,  which  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  possessing  thnt  ingenious  and  e.n- 
terprizing  knight,  Mr.  John  Hi  ley  Adding- 
ton  ;  I  therefore  put  it  to  your  Lordship, 
whether  you  think,  that  the  militia  can  pos- 
sibly be  rendered  of  anynse  for  this  twelve- 
month to  come?  In  most  of  the  counties 
tlieyare  not  yet  hallottedfor;  three  \veeks  is 
allowed,  by  law,  for  an  appeal  against  the 
ballot;  men  who  have  served  before  are  not 
obliged  to  serve  now  ;  so  that,  in  about  three 
months  time,  the  drilliv<^  will  commence, 
and  if  the  corps  are  formed  and  fit  to  n)Pet 
an  enemy  in  less  than  nine  months  atiir 
that,    then  will  I   say  i.hat  miracles  have  tu.a 


351] 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


[352 


ceased. — An  addition  to  the  militia  in  Freland 
is  proposed  Will  that  measure  be  soon 
and  easily  effected,  my  Lord?  And  will  Mr. 
Ogle  still  say,  that  "  every  hyal  man  in  that 
"  country  ri-Jokes  at  the  peace,  while  every 
"■■'  rebel  views  it  with  disapprobation  and  re- 
"  gn-t  P"  *  And  will  your  modest  and 
candid  colleague  still  quote  this  as  a  proof 
that  Mr.  IFinJbam's  sentiments  "  are  in  unison 
*'  luilb  tbose  of  ibe  Uriitcd  Irishmen  ?" ^ — In 
short,  I  greatly  fear,  that,  while  it  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  send  ten  thousand  men 
to  the  West  Indies.wehavcnot,  onfoot,aforce 
nearly  sufficient  to  protect  our  home  domi- 
nions, if  the  enemv  should  seriously  think  of 
an  invasion,  with  all  their  ports  open,  and  with 
all  the  numerous  facilities,  furnished  them 
by  the  peace  of  Amiens j  by  that  peace 
\vhich  Mr.  Sheridan  was  "  glad  of"  though 
it  was  "  degrading  to  the  national  dig- 
nity j"  by  that  peace  which  Mr.  Fox  re- 
joiced at,  "  because  it  was  glorious  to  Franee 
and  to  ibe  First  Consul;''  by  that  peace  on 
the  signing  of  which  .Mr.  Addington  "  re- 
Atc\.e6.\\'\\.\\  ijiiuard  satisfaction-"  X  by  that 
peace  the  advising  of  which  Lord  St.  Vin- 
cent considered  as  the  "  pride  of  his  life  ;"  § 
by  that  peace  of  which  your  lordship,  like 
another  Erostratus,  wished  "to  be  known 
to  posteritjas  the  author  j"  ||  by  that  peace, 
and  by  that  peace  alone,  my  lord,  it  is,  that 
we  have  been  stripped  of  our  character^  our 
consequence  and  our  power,  and  that  we  are 
row  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  a  rapacious, 
an  enraged,  and  a  merciless  enemy. — I 
should  now,  my  lord,  endeavour  to  point 
out  the  uhijiiate  consequences,  the  calamitous, 
the  dreadful  const-quences  of  this  peace,  un- 
less instantly  prevented  by  war;  but  want 
of  room  compels  me  to  defer  this  painful, 
though  necessary  duty,  till    my    ne\t. 

Jn  the  mean  time,  my  lord,  dine,  "  with 
what  appetite  you  may,"  upon  that  poree- 
laine  de  Scfe.  with  which  Buonaparte  pre- 
sented you  as  a  pledge  of  that  frieridsbip  and 
peace,  for  endi-avouring  \o  interrupt  arid  disturb 
which,  Mr.  Peltier  was  prosecuted  !  and  let 
the  people  reflect,  with  what  pleasure  they 
may,  on  the  blessings  of  being  governed 
by  "safe  politicians,"  taken,  according  to 
the    recommendation   of  Mr.    V/ilberforce, 

from    '^  the  mitldling  classes  of  society." 

I    have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  kc. 

London,  March  11,  1803.      Wm.  Cobbett. 

*  See   debates  on   ihc   Frcliminarie'?,  Register, 
Vol.  II.  p.  I  lyo. 
t  Ihiii.  p.  XI 91. 

J  See  Debarts,  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  1C69. 
§  Ibjd.  ii   I.  II  Register, p.  4j 7. 


NOTICES. 

The  remarks,  which  we  had  room  for  under 
our  regular  head  of  Summary  of  Politics,  have 
been  made  in  the  form  of  a  letter. —  We  had 
something  to  say  relative  to  the  election  of  the 
Balli  Thomassi  to  the  Grand  Mastership 
f  f  Malta,  which  we  intimated  to  our  readers  on 
the  29th  of  January  (see  p.  125),  long  before 
the  Ministers  were  acquainted  with  it  through 
any  other  channel. — A  fortnight  ago  also,  we 
intimated  (see  p.  288),  that  our  information  en- 
abled us  to  iay,  that  the  "  safe  politicians" 
were  about  "  to  make  some  other  sacrifice  to 
"  the  preservation  of  peace."  We  were,  in- 
deed, even  then,  ptetty  fully  acquainted  of  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  bustle,  and 
which  we  th-ught,  and  still  thmk,  will  finally 
produce  new  sacrifices  and  additional  disgrace. 
— Of  the  confirmation  of  all  our  opinions,  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson  the  Ame- 
rican f^resident,  we  had  a  convincing  proof  at 
hand  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Munro  to  nego- 
tiate with  Spain  and  France. — The  proceed- 
ings of  the  Whig  Club,  where  an  assembly  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  sanctioned  by  the 
presence  of  a  doctor  of  divinity,  have  given  a 
public  mark  of  their  applause  to  the  meinory 
of  a  man  executed  for  high  treason,  would  also 
demand  our  animadversi'  n. — But,  want  of  room 
compels  us  to  content  ourselves  for  the  present, 
at  least,  with  merely  pointing  out  these  topics 
to  our  readers. — French  papers,  to  the  7th  in- 
stant, have  been  received.  They  contain  no- 
thing of  importance  ;  but  from  the  variation  in 
the  price  of  the  funds,  it  appears,  that  some 
knowledge  of  the  dispute  with  England  had  got 
abroad,  for  the  tiers  consolidts,  which,  on  the 
6ih  were  at  66  f.  60  c.  fell,  on  the  7th,  tt 
6-i  f.  73  c. 


*i^*  The  2d  Number  of  the  Mercure  .Anglois 
DE  CoBBETT  was  published  on  Wednesday  the  2d. 
— This  work  is  sold  by  E.  Harding,  No.  18,  Pall 
iVTall,  by  Dul.iu  and  Co.  Soho  Square,  and  by 
Mr.  Bagshaw,  Bov/  Street,  Covcnt  Garden.  The 
work  of  M.  DE  PuiSAVE  is  sold  by  the  same  per- 
sons.— Mr.  Cobbett  takes  this  opportunity  to 
recommend,  to  his  friends,  Mr.  Harding,  who 
has  succeeded  him  as  a  bookseller  iu  Pall  Mall, 
and  on  whose  punctuality  the  utniust  reliance 
may  be  placed.— Mr.  Cobbei  t's  address  is,  Duke 
Street,  Westminster. 
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MARCH  5  TO  MARCH 


ON   THE  PRESENT  STATE    OF    THE   NAVY. 

Sir,  The  report  of  the  di'^mission  of  the 
present  Board  of  Admiralty  has  gained  so 
much  credit,  that  I  had  laid  my  pen  aside, 
in  the  hope  that  truth  had,  at  last,  pierced 
through  the  mist  of  falsehood,  ignorance 
and  weakness  which  surround  almost  every 
action  of  our  present  Prime  Minister's  con 
duct ;  and  that,  at  length,  even  /ns  apathy 
was  aroused,  at  finding  himself  the  tool  of 
the  most  intriguing  and  wrong-headed  man 
that  ever  filled  tlie  high  office  of  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  of  these-  realms.  But, 
tired  of  the  false  and  fulsome  panegyrics, 
which  are  constantly  tacked  to  this  article 
ot  intelligence  in  the  Morning  Papers,  I 
am  induced,  once  more,  to  step  forward 
in  order  to  convince  my  countrymen  (if 
they  will  be  convinced),  t/jaf  the  dismhial  of 
the /iresent  Admiralty  is  the  best /irelimijjary  steji 
•which  can  be  taken  to  save  the  British  Xavy  fro)ri 
total  destruction.  , 

In  a  former  letter  I  pointed  out,  in  ge- 
neral terms,  those  particulars,  from  which, 
if  the  public  mind  had  been  awakened  to 
enquiry,  it  would  have  judged  of  the  in- 
capacity of  Earl  St.  Vincent  for  so  respon- 
sible a  situation,  and  of  the  imbecility  of 
the  two  Phoci?  he  has  selected  from  the  list 
of  Post  Captains,  to  receive  and  register 
his  fiats  in  the  naval  department.  But,  as 
this  has  not  had  its  due  effect  upon  the 
palsied  frame  of  this  devoted  country, 
and  as  the  hirelings  of  the  day  continue 
to  trumpet  forth  the  praises  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, aud  the  loss  we  shall  probably  sus- 
tain by  a  change,  let  us  fairly  examine  what 
benefits  have  accrued  to  the  nation  from 
its  present  naval  administration,  and  what 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  civil 
and  military  arrangements,  as  well  as  what 
chance  there  is  of  our  being  able  to  oppose 
any  naval  force  to  that  gigantic  power, 
which  is  every  hour,  and  in  every  shape, 
placing  itself  in  a  more  hostile  and  me- 
nacing attitude  towards  this  country.'  As 
for  the  gross  and  impudent  assertion  of  be- 
ing able  to  have  fifty  sail  of  the  line  ready 
in  a  month,  our  credulous  Minister  has,  by 
this  time,  discovered  its  falsehood  ;  and, 
although  I  shall  never  suspect  him  of  mag- 
nanimity enough  toavowhavingbeenduped, 
I  must  suppose  it  is  one  of  the  principal 
reasons  why  he  wishes  to  banish  from  his 
Majesty's  councils,  the  author  of  such  a 
statement. 

Without  digressing,  however,  any  far- 
ther, it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  state  the 
simple  facts  23  they  stand ;  as  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  the  bare  statement, 
witout   a    single    comment  upon    it,    or 
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without  leading  the  mind  one  step  by  logi- 
cal deductions,  will  be  sufficient  to  shew 
the  effiects  of  such  wild  mismanagement ; 
and  those  effects  will  be  felt  so  strongly, 
that  the  cause  cannot  be  mistaken  for  one 
instant.  These  facts  I  shall  divide  under 
the  following  heads: 

Firsts  as  to  the  arrangement  of  the  peace 
establishment  of  the  military  part  of  the 
Navy. 

Secondly^  ditto,  of  the  civil  departments 
and  of  the  dock-yards. 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  general  treatment  of 
the  officers  and  seamen,  and  of  the  muti- 
nies which  have  been,  and  may  probably 
be,  the  event  of  that  treatment. 

Under  the  first  head  I  can  only  state, 
(hat  at  the  conclusion  of  every  former  war, 
a  regular  number  of  the  best  ships  of  the 
line  were  kept  as  guard-ships,  and  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  frigates  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  smuggling,  and  for  the  various  other 
duties  required  at  home ;  by  which  means, 
a  fleet  of  20  sail  of  the  line  were  ready  to 
put  to  sea  at  three  days  notice  ;  and,  to  such 
a  perfection  of  discipline  were  they  trained 
in  the  last  peace,  that  when  ordered  t> 
make  up  a  squadron  of  evolution  for  a  par- 
ticular occasion,  the  guard  ships  were  at 
Spithead  and  ready  for  sea  in  eight  hours 
after  they  had  received  their  orders  from 
the  Admiralty.  This  sort  of  peace  esta- 
blishment took  its  date  from  the  very  hour 
in  which  the  definitive  treaty  was  signed, 
and  its  effective  force  was  complete  and 
ready  to  act,  by  the  time  the  last  ships  of 
the  war  establishment  were  paid  off.  Is 
there  any  thing  of  this  sort  at  present?  and 
can  five  ships  of  the  line  be  sent  out  ?  I 
shall  be  told,  that  the  conclusion  of  this 
war,  and  the  way  of  making  this  peace, 
are  not  similar  to  any  other  in  history. 
With  all  that  humiliation  which  it  is  meant 
that  Englishmen  should  feel ;  with  every 
sentiment  of  degradation  and  abject  vas- 
salage, I  confess  it.  But,  is  that  any  rea- 
son why  those  ministers  who  were  weak 
enough  to  barter  away  the  honour,  the  in- 
terest, the  power,  and  the  fair  fame  of  this 
country,  should  not  take  even  the  common 
precautions  which  tbrmer  occasions  had 
handed  down  to  them,  to  place  this  country 
in  a  situation,  so  as  not  to  be  absolutely 
blotted  out  by  the  consular  pen  from  the 
powers  of  Europe  ;  but  to  be  able  to  shew 
those  courts,  who  now  so  justly  hold  us  in 
contempt  and  distrust,  that  we  could, 
upon  a  proper  occasion,  stretch  forth  our 
hand,  and,  perhaps,  lend  them  some  little 
assistance  to  get  out  of  the  labyrinth  of* 
ruin,  with  which  they  are  surrounded  ? 
Let  us  see  if  we  have  even  ventured  to  tr^ 
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the  experiment.  It  is  now  two  years  since 
the  arrangements  ot  peace  were  concluded  ; 
even  before  which  period  a  frantic  haste 
was  discovered,  to  pay  off,  dismantle  and 
lay  up,  with  uncorhmon  speed,  all  those  ships 
Avhich  could  have  commanded  and  enforced 
the  fair  fuliilment  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
Not  a  pendant,  however,  was  left  flying  in 
our  ports,  nor  a  single  precaution  used,  or 
encouragement  held  out  for  seamen  to  en- 
ter for  the  peace  establishment;  the  ships 
which  were  kept  out  on  foreign  stations  to 
watch  the  ambiguous  motions  of  Buona- 
parte's released  fleet,  were  not  selected  by 
any  rule ;  but  it  so  happened  that  they 
consisted  of  those  very  ships  which  any 
other  Admiralty,  guided  by  custom  and 
common  sense,  v/uuld  perhaps  have  paid 
off  the  first;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  those 
of  a  contrary  description  were  sent  home, 
instantly  paid  off,  and  dismantled.  That 
this  proceeding  might  answer  the  views  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  have  no 
doubt,  as  it  helped  to  make  up  the  dazzling 
picture  of  that  saving  which  was  held  out 
to  be  the  effect  of  the  peace,  and  which 
such  a  reduction  would  naturally  occasion. 
But,  if  the  naval  minister  felt  himself  at  all 
responsible  for  the  consequences,  his  head 
or  his  heart  could  not  be  very  much  at  ease, 
unless  the  views  of  the  one  was  directed  to 
other  purposes,  or  that  his  head  vv^as  so 
turned  by  the  unexpected  situation  he  was 
placed  in,  that  from  its  giddy  height  he  lost 


sight  of  the  cautious,  prudent  politic^  of 
SfieIh;:rne-nouse,  and  only  saw  the  humble 
friend  of  Paddy  Barre  vaulting  into  the  car 
of  Neptune,  and  brandishing  the  trident  of 
the  world  :  an  elevation  too  great,  indeed, 
for  any  common  mind  to  bear,  and  which 
nothing  but  the  puddle  which  fills  the 
cranium  of  the  Right  Honourable  plely 
i^ddington  could  endure,  without  bailing 
even  to  madness.  And,  in  charity,  let  me 
ascribe  it  to  that  cause,  for  otherwise, 
such  undigested  plans,  such  violent  con- 
tradictions, such  bare-£aced  attacks  upon 
S.11  order  and  regularity,  so  complete  an  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  all  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  service,  could  never  have 
existed. 

The  consequence  is,  that  at  home  wc 
have  scarcely  a  single  ship  ready  lo  put  to 
sea;  and  out  of  a  list  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  Admirals,  not  one  man  of  common 
fhme  or  rej)utation  has  yet  \)'Zen  prevailed 
upon  to  offer  his  service  for  any  command  ; 
such  is  their  opinion  of  the  treatmentj  and 
such  is  their  abhorrence  of  the  rude  and 
oppressive  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  to- 
wards the  service  in  general  !  And  it  is 
actiially    now    in  contemplation,  whether 
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the  offers  of  some  persons,  whose  names 
ought  never  to  have  disgraced  that  list, 
shall  be  accepted,  or  if  the  commands  shall 
not  be  given  to  Captains,  with  broad  pen- 
dants as  Commodores;  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  this  last  measure  is  preferred, 
although  fraught  with  false  economy  and 
ruin  to  the  service,  as  Captains  Hood  and 
Stopford  liave  received  their  appointment?? 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  Commodore  Domet 
in  the  Channel;  and,  though  last  not  least, 
is  the  proof  of  a  c;o  gun  ship  having  been 
ready  and  fitted  for  some  months,  waiting 
the  double  event  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  quit- 
ting the  Admiralty,  or  the  failure  or  success 
of  that  curious  and  memorable  attempt  to 
drive  the  present  Comptroller  of  the  Navy 
from  his  seat.  If  this  last  plan  had  been 
accomplished.  Sir  Thomas  Trowbridge 
would  have  been  spared  the  fatigue  of 
visiting  a  warmer  climate;  he  would  have 
occupied  Somerset-House,  and  some  other 
favourite  would  have  kissed  the  First  Lord's 
toe  for  the  East-India  station.  As  it  is,  it 
will  be  a  cheap  purchase  for  the  nation,  to 
lose  its  present  Admiralty  Board,  even  if 
Sir  Thomas  should  go  to  the  East-Indies 
with  double  pay  and  the  emoluments  of 
Colonel  of  Marines,  in  addition  to  his  broad 
pendant  as  Commodore. 

At  our  home  ports,  the  same  want  of 
officers  stares  us  in  the  face.  At  Portsmouth, 
a  gallant  veteran  is  lingering  on,  in  hopes 
of  some  ofiicer  relieving  him  from  the  bur-- 
ti;en,  v;hich  was  proinised  to  be  taken  from 
his  siiouiders  last  September.  But,  alas .' 
such  is  the  contempt  or  horror  of  being 
employed  under  the  present  system,  that 
no  officer  will  accept  it,  although  in  point 
of  comfort  and  honour,  one  of  the  best  ap- 
pointments in  their  gift.  The  present  ad- 
miral at  this  port  has  every  emolument  as 
a  commander  in  chief,  with  a  house  to  re- 
side in,  and  every  comfort  which  an  ofiicef 
in  that  high  station  ought  to  enjoy.  Mark 
the  reverse.  At  Plymouth,  a  Junior  ad- 
miral, kept  upon  the  bare  pay  of  his  rank 
as  rear-admiral,  w^ithout  table  money,  with 
a  house  or  any  other  appointqients,  but 
subject  to  every  expense  of  a  commander 
in  chief  of  a  port,  is  obliged  to  undergo  all 
the  fatigue  of  a  comniander  in  chief,  to 
incur  all  his  expenses,  in  entertaining  the 
officers,  &c.  who  may  be  in  that  port,  and, 
consequently,  must  starve  or  be  ruined  ! 
What  is  the  inference  from  these  two  ap- 
pointments so  opposite  to  eacl>  other?  One 
must  be  wrong,  as,  although  the  dutjes  are 
e^iictly  si.milar,  the  appointments  differ  as 
widely  as  riches  and  beggary.  Or,  are  we 
to  suppose,  which  I  really  believe  is  the 
fact,  ihatj  as  jetj  two  years  having  elapsedj 
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that  no  arrangement  whatever  has  been 
thought  of,  ox  is  likely  to  take  place,  be- 
cause they  cannot  get  any  man  of  character 
who  will  trust  himself  under  the  dominion 
of  so  capricious  a  sway.  Take  it,  how- 
ever, in  what  light  you  please,  it  plainly 
betrays  an  imbecility,  a  want  of  method  to 
arrange  business,  a  savage  ignorance,  which 
having  once  broke  through  the  regular  mode 
of  transacting  the  naval  code,  has  neither 
ability,  energy,  or  knowledge,  sutMcient  to 
set  the  machine  a-going  in  any  other  way. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  abroad.     Alter 
what  had   happened,     would    it  not  have 
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been  wise,  if  the  seamen  could  not  have 
been  instantly  paid  and  relieved,  to  have  said 
less  about  that  peace,  which  was  so  pom- 
pously detailed  to  them  in  public  orders  ? 
It  is  in  vain  that  the  Mediterranean  fleet  is 
ordered  to  be  kept  in  an  unfrequented  bay 
in  the  island  of  Sardinia,  in  which  they  are 
secluded  from  the  habitable  world,  for  fear 
they  should  know  what  is  passing  in  it.  If 
dire  necessity  should  call  them  into  active 
service,  can  the  blame  attach  to  any  but 
the  admiralty,  if  their  conduct  should 
produce  the  most  dreadful,  the  most  fatal 
calamities  to  this  country  !  Even  at  this 
moment,  we  hear  of  ships  on  other  stations 
bursting  into  all  the  horrors  of  mutiny,  nor 
can  the  zeal  of  their  officers,  nor  the  love 
of  the  men  for  those  officers,  surmount  the 
criminal  habit,  which,  under  sucli  circum- 
.stances,  a  wise  admiralty  would  have  com- 
pletely eradicated.*  Such  is  the  real  state  of 
the  case,  and  when  the  hour  of  remorse  and 
retribution  comes,  what  excuse  will  it  be 
to  this-  country,  with  its  favourite  service 
annihilated,  with  its  boasted  bulwarks  level 
with  the  dust,  to  have  some  siiky-tongued 
minister  get  up  and  bay,  "  Why,  truly, 
*'  this  looks  very  aukward,  it  may  be  as- 
*'  cribed  to  imbecility,  to  want  of  knovv- 
*'  ledge,  to  treachery,  or  whatever  else 
"  you  please,  but  it  is  really  not  so  ;  for  we 
"  pledge  the  whole  medical  knowledge  of 
"  the  Addington  family,  that  it  arises  only 
"  from  our  worthy  colleague  having  made 
"  a  slight  mistake  m  his  mansion,  and  being 
"  set  down  at  ttie  Admiralty,  instead  of  an- 
"  other  public  building  of  great  celebrity." 
But,  to  be  serious:  can  any  sali^factory 
answer  be  given  to  the  questions  which 
must  follow  .? 

Firsi.  Have  we  not  been  at  peace  long 
enough  to  have  paid  off'  all  the  ships  upon 
the  war  establislunent,  and  how  comes  it 
to  pass,  that  upwards  of  twenty  sail  of  the 
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line,   yet  remain  abroad,    under   that   da- 
scription  ? 

St:eonJ.  If  it  is  necessary  to  keep  such  a 
fleet  abroad,  why  have  not  ships  been 
commissioned  and  manned  since  the  peace 
to  relieve  them } 

TJiird.  Can  a  fingle  line  of  battle  ship 
be  sent  to  sea  at  this  moment  ?  And  if  the 
common  practice  of  commissioning  guard 
ships  had  been  adopted,  would  there  not 
have  been,  at  this  moment,  a  sufficient  force 
to  have  answered  every  purpose  of  relief 
abroad  and  defence  at  home  ? 

Fourth.  What  is  the  reason,  that  neither 
the  stations  abroad,  nor  the  ports  at  home, 
are  relieved  by  flag,  or  commanding  of- 
ficers >. 

I  am  so  thoroughly  persuaded  that  no 
satisfactory  answers  can  be  given,  that  I 
think  the  questions  themselves  are  sufficient 
to  prove,  how  shamefully  this  nation  has 
been  deluded  by  iti  present  naval  adminis- 
tration; for  as  the  present  peace  establish- 
ment now  stands,  there  is  scarcely  a  single 
guard  ship  manned  or  getting  ready,  and  the 
reluctant  manner  in  which  the  seamen  enter 
for  even  their  favourite  class  of  ships,  the 
frigates,  proves  that  there  exists  some  deeper 
rooted  reason,  than  the  common  dislike 
to  the  discipline  of  men  of  war.  Tlie 
fact  is,  the  officers  are  as  backward  as 
the  men,  and  the  real  reason  is,  the  ca- 
price exercised  over  both.  The  vain- 
gloriou;!  boast,  therefore,  of  being  able  to 
scnd^/>y  sail  of  the  line  to  sea  in  a  month, 
sinks  into  its  original  bed  of  hyperbole, 
when  we  have  seen  with  our  own  q-^q.?.^ 
that  in  the  space  of  two  years,  this  admi- 
ralty have  not  been  able  to  send  out  more 
than /o«r  ships  of  the  line.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, quit  this  article,  without  congratulat- 
ing the  First  Lord,  upon  the  dexterity  he 
manifested  in  the  selection  of  a  speaking- 
trumpet  to  convey  this  correct  and  mo- 
6.0.  i  statement  to  the  public  ear.  The 
stupendous  fabric  of  Mr.  Addington's  head 
was  certainly  the  only  proper  formed  ve- 
hicle to  bawl  out  to  the  million,  how  egre- 
giously  they  were  deceived  ;  and  by  this 
timo,  I  imagine,  tliat  ingenious  and  noble- 
minded  minister  has  found  out,  that  although 
he  has  shut  the  temple  of  Janus,  there  ex- 
ists some  resemblance  of  the  double-faced 
god,  in  that  cabinet,  which  he  would  fain 
have  the  world  to  believe  to  be  the  sanctum, 
sanctorum  of  harmony  and  peace. 

I  have  now  taken  up  so  much  of  your 
time   with    my  observations  on    this   first 
head,  that   I  s!)all  delay   my  second  until 
next  week;  and  am,  Sir,  Your's,  &c. 
Londtn^  lib.  \%th.  A.  R. 

N  2- 
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ON    THE    COxVDUCT    OF    THE    ADMIRALTY- 
BOAPD. 

Sir, — An  expression,   in  the  Parliament- 
ary Reports  some    time    ago,   said  to  have 
been  used  by  Captain  iVlarkham,  one  of  the 
Lords  of  (he  Admiralty,   which  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  private  conversation,  ought 
rot  to  be  passed  over  in  silence,  viz    "  That 
"  the    Admiralty-Board  never  assigned  any 
"  reasons  for  what  they  did,  although   the 
'*  reasons  were  known  to   themselves."— In 
this, as  in  many  other  things,  the  Captain  can 
only  be  considered  as  the  instrument  of  his 
rnost  illustrious  patron  ;  and  the  expression 
was  used   o«  the  occasion  when  so  many  of- 
ficers and    men  were  discharged   from  the 
Dock- Yards,   who   had  been  brought  up  in 
them,  and  had  served  his  Majesty  in  various 
capacities  from  their  youth.     That  the  Ad- 
rniralty-Board  is,  in  many  respects,  an  arbi- 
bitrary  board,    though    never   so  much  so  as 
since  under  the  controul  of  the  present  mot- 
ley group  who  compose  it,   will,  I  am  sure, 
be  readily  allowed  by  all  naval  men  of  ex- 
perience,   even  by  the  First  Lord's  greatest 
friends  ;  but  while  it   proceeds  upon  arbi- 
trary principles,  I  humbly  conceive  that  the 
greatest  care  ought   to  be  taken,   that  such 
principles  and  such   proceeding  are  founded 
upon  justice.     With  regard  to  the  discharge 
of  the  Master-Builder  from  Plymouth  yard 
(whose  conduct,  as  stated  in  Parliament  by 
Captain  Markham^   must  be   extremely  re- 
prehensible,  if  the  statement  is  correct)  cer- 
tainly  it    would    have    been    but  just    and 
equitable  to  have  said  to  this  man,    that  he 
had  shamefully  neglected   his  duty,   and  be- 
trayed the  important   trust   reposed  in  him  ; 
and  have  patiently  heard  what  he  could  ad- 
vance in  his  defence,  "  audi  alteram  partem," 
being  a  fundamental   and  established  princi- 
ple in  British  jurisprudence.     We  find,  how- 
ever,  that  this  was   not   the  case.     Is   the 
world   then  to  suppose  the  very  acute  and 
refined  sensibility  of  the  noble  lord  and  his 
■worthy  colleagues,  on  this  visitation,  could 
not  alluv/  them  to  hurt  the  tender  and  deli- 
cate feelings  of  a  man  represented  by  them 
as   a   base  beir.iyer  of  the   trust   reposed  in 
him  ?     "  No,"  say   they,  "  we  will  hear  no- 
thing he  has  to  say,  let    him    be  instantly 
discharged  ;     we    will    fill    up  his  vacancy 
with    another    Master-Builder  of  our   ov/n 
choosing."     This  man,   then,  with  a   large 
family   unprovided  for,  is   thus  discharged; 
let   us    now    enquire    Avhat    has   been    the 
established  practice,    in   appointing  a  suc- 
cessor   in    such   cases,  and    what    has  been 
the    mode    adopted    in     this.      The    same 
situation,     in     every    different    Dock-Yard 
in  this  kingdom,   diffprs  in  point  of  emo- 
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lument;  therefore  the  officer,  holding  a 
situation  in  one  yard,  has  a  more  lucrative 
employment  than  the  officer  holding  the 
same  situation  in  another  yard,  in  a  regular 
gradation.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  taking 
Plymouth  among  the  first  in  this  point  of 
view.  The  custom  has  ever  been,  when  a 
vacancy  happens,  from  whatever  cause,  at  a 
superior  yard,  to  remove  the  proper  officer 
from  the  next  interior  yard  to  fill  this  va- 
cancy (suppose,  as  in  this  case,  the  Master- 
Builder);  and  then  the  Master-Builder,  from 
the  next  inferior  yard,  is  raised  to  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  last  removal ;  and 
so  on  in  rotation,  till  a  change  takes  place  of 
all  the  Master  Builders  at  the  inferior  yards. 
Thus  the  office  of  Master-Builder  at  the 
yard,  most  inferior  in  emolument,  becomes 
vacant,  which  vacancy  has  been  generally 
filled  by  the  promotion  of  the  Master-Build- 


er's jf/i/  assistant,  from  the  yard  considered 
superior  to  all  the  others,  and  so  on.  Has 
Earl  St.  Vincent  followed  this  plan  in  filling 
up  the  vacancy  he  has  been  pleased  to  make  ? 
Certainly  not.  He  has  thought  proper  in 
the  plenitude  of  power,  to  appoint  a  young 
man,  over  the  beads  of  all  his  Majesty's 
Master-Builders,  from  a  merchant's  yard  j  a 
young  man,  who,  previous  to  this  appoint- 
ment, had  never  served  his  Majesty  a  single 
hour;  and  a  young  man,  of  whom  Earl  St. 
Vincent  could  have  no  knowledge  whatever, 
except  from  the  report  of  this  man's  brother, 
who  had  been  a  purser  and  the  Noble  Earl's 
Private  Secretary,  and  whom  he  raised,  con- 
trary to  all  former  precedent,  to  be  a  Com- 
missioner of  the  Navy,  removing  a  gentle- 
man who  had  long  been  in  office,  to  make 
room  for  this  upstart  Commissioner,  in  the 
same  unusual  manner  that  he  turned  out 
the  Master-Builder  of  Plymouth,  to  make 
room  for  this  Commissioner's  brother,  and 
the  same  novel  principles  were,  though 
in  vain,  exerted,  to  turn  from  the  Navy- 
Board  two  gentlemen,  distinguished  for 
every  manly  virtue,  to  make  room  for  two  of 
his  creatures. 

There  were  many  men  in  inferior  situa- 
tions, discharged  from  the  Dock  Yards, 
without  any  crime  being  imputed  to  them, 
except  old  age,  and  without  any  previous 
notice  given  them,  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  families,  now  reduced  to  want  ; 
some  of  these  men,  have,  I  understand,  in  9 
paroxy,sra  of  despair,  hanged  and  others 
drowned  themselves,  when  they  found,  that 
turned  adrift  in  this  most  cruel  manner,  they 
were  unable  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of 
those  who  solely  depended  upon  them.  All 
those  \yho  were  able  have  emigrated  to 
France,  where  they  have  been  very  graci- 
ously received,    and  thousands  of  English 
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artificers  are  now  employed  in  the  different 
Dock  Yards  of  that  Republic;  and  thou- 
sands of  seamen  rather  than  re-enter  into 
the  British  navy  to  dance,  as  they  call  it, 
'*  Jer-vis's  Jig,"  notwithstanding  the  anti- 
pathy, which  that  class  bear  the  French,  are 
now  actually  employed  in  fitting  out  the 
French  navy.  A  sum,  infinitely  less  than 
what  his  lordship  sO  modestly  required  of  the 
country  to  satisfy  the  just  demands  of  the 
adjudicated  Americans,  in  the  West-Indies, 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  pay  those 
persons  discharged  for  no  crime,  a  quarter's 
wages,  and  would  have  been  much  belter 
bestowed,  as  it  would,  while  it  lasted,  have 
given  them  an  opportunity  of  looking  for  other 
employment  orsupported  them  till  theircoun- 
try,  on  which  from  their  services  they  have 
just  claims,  could  have  made  provision  for 
ihem.  "  Oh  I  says  Captain  M.  a  plan  is 
*'  now  in  great  forwardness  for  the  relief  of 
*'  those  men,  and  will  be  got  ready  as  soon 
"  as  the  pressure  of  other  business  will  ad- 
*'  rait."  Let  me  ask  what  is  to  become  of 
these  people  in  the  mean  time,  who  had  no 
other  subsistence,  but  their  daily  labour? 
The  little  wages  they  had  to  receive  at  the 
time  of  their  discharge  was,  probably,  all 
spent  at  the  time  they  received  it,  and  they 
have  wives  and  children  looking  up  to  them 
for  support.  Turned  off,  in  the  ungracious 
manner  they  were,  from  a  service  iu  which 
they  had  spent  their  whole  life,  and  expect- 
ed to  end  their  days,  none  would  suppose 
that  any  thing  was  intended  to  be  done  for 
them,  nor  could  they  suppose  so  themselves; 
their  only  alternative  was  to  starve  or  emi- 
grate, to  the  incalculable  loss  of  their  coun- 
try. Observer. 

General  Napper  Tandy  to  Mr.  Elliot,  Member 
of  the  Engiish  Parlia7nent. 
Sir, — On  the  12ch  of  December  last  I  wrote 
to  you  by  the  medium  of  the  Post-Office.  Hav- 
ing had  no  ansv/er,  I  have  resolved  to  address 
you  through  the  channel  (,f  the  Argus.  Though 
not  the  favourite  nevvipaper  in  England,  it  is, 
however,  a  paper  pubiickly  read  there.  I  shall 
begin  with  copying  the  letter  which  1  have  al- 
ready sent-you. — Sir,  your  attack  upon  me,  in 
your  speech  in  the  House  of  Common?,  on  the 
2  th  of  November  last,  obliges  me  thus  to  ad- 
dress you.  My  ignorance  and  insignificance, 
which  you  paint  in  colours  so  dark,  ought  to  be 
my  protection  against  abuse  from  any  man  of 
good  sense.  But  you  have  shewn  yourself  as 
destitute  of  good  sense,  as  you  are  a  stranger  to 
politeness  and  gopd  manners  — You  cannot  but 
know,  you  vv-iio  pretend  to  so  much  intelligence 
and  information,  that  I  hold  a  rank  in  the"arrny 
of  this  great  and  generous  nation,  which  stt's 
me  on  an  equality  with  the  proudest  Peer  in 
Great  Britain,  You  know  that  a  soldier's  honour 
is  dearer  to  him  than  ht'e,  Yttwith  a  knowledge 
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of  these  facts,  you  presumed  to  tarnish  my  cha- 
racter, you  have  attempted  to  fix  stains  of  infamy 
on  my  name  which  must  be  washed  away  in 
either  your  blood  or  mine. — A  French  officer  is 
not  to  be  insUlted  with  impuniiy.  You,  the 
country  which  gave  me  birth,  the  country  in 
whose  bosom  I  have  been  adopted,  cannot  but 
expect  that  f  am  not  to  betray  the  honour  of  the 
rank  to  which  I  have  been  exalted.  I  therefore 
reqwest  you  to  name  any  City  on  the  Continent, 
in  which  you  may  be  willing,  in  company  with 
some  of  your  friends,  to  give  me  a  meeting.  I 
shall  expect  you  to  allow  me  time  to  reach  the 
place  which  you  may  chuse  for  your  rencounter. 
Napper.  T.'vndy. 
Bourdeauxy  Dec.  12,  1802. 

COPY  OF  THE  INFORMATION  AO.\INST  MR.  PELTIES. 

In  the  Kings  Bench. 
Middlesex. — The  -Kin^,   upon  the  hiformat'ion  of  the  At' 

torncy-General,    against   Jean  Peltier. — Michaelmaz 

Term,  43d  George  III. 

INFORMATION,— States  —  That  before,  and 
at  the  times  of  the  printing  and  publication  of 
the  scandalous,  malicious,  and  defamatory  lihels„ 
and  libellous  matters  and  things,  after  mentioned, 
there  subsisted,  and  now  subsists,  friendship  and 
peace  between  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and 
the  French  Republic,  and  the  subjects  of  our  said 
Lord  the  King  and  the  citizens  of  the  ^aid  Re- 
public ;  and  that  before  and  at  those  times,  citi- 
zen Napoleon  Buonaparte  was,  and  yet  is.  First 
Consul  of  the  said  French  Republic,  and,  as  such, 
the  chief  magistr'^ite  of  the  same  :  to  wit,  at  the 
parish  of  Saint  Anne,  within  the  liberty  of  West- 
minster, in  the  county  of  Middlesex. — That  Jean 
Peltier,  late  of  Westminster,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  gentleman,  well  knowing  the  premises 
aforesaid,  but  being  a  malicious  and  ill-disposed 
person,  and  unlawfully  and  maliciously  devising 
and  intending  to  traduce,  defame,  and  vilify  the 
said  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  and  to  bring  him  into 
great  hatred  and  contempt,  as  well  among  the 
liege  subjects  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  as  among 
the  citizens  of  the  said  Republic ;  and  to  excite 
and  provoke  the  citizens  of  the  said  Republic,  by 
force  of  arms,  to  deprive  the  said  Napoleon  Buo- 
naparte of  his  consular  office  and  magistracy  in 
said  Republic,  and  to  kill  and  destroy  said  Napo- 
leon Buonaparte;  and  also  unlawfully  and  mali- 
ciously devising,  as  much  as  in  him,  the  said  Jean 
Peltier,  lay,  to  interrupt,  disturb,  and  destroy  the 
friendship  and  peace  subsisting  between  our  said 
Lord  the  King  and  his  subjei  ts,  and  the  said  Na- 
poleon Buonaparte,  the  French  Republic,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  same  Republic  ;  and  to  excite  ani- 
mosity, jealousy,  and  hatred  in  said  Napoleon 
Buonaparte,  against  our  said  Lord  the  King,  and 
his  subjects,  on  the  i6th  of  August,  in  the  forty-se- 
cond year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  riurd,  by  the  grace  of  Gnri,  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Gre.a  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender 
of  the  Faith  ;  at  the  parish  of  Saint  Anne,  within 
tlie  liberty  of  Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, unlawfully  and  maliciously  did  print  and 
publish,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be  printed  and 
publiiiiied,  a  most  scandalous  and  malicious  libel, 
in  the  French  language,  of  and  concerning  the 
Siiiil  Napoleon  Buonaparte  ;  that  is  to  say,  one 
part  thereof,  to  the  tenor  following,  to  wit  ; — 
Le  18  Brum^iire,  (tn  8. — Ode,  attribuet  J  UhinicT-, 
"  Quellcs  tempctes  efFroyables 
"  Grondent  sur  les  flots  dei;haiaM  ? 
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.«'  Dieux!  quels  torrents  epouvantables 

"  Rouknt  ces  rocs  deracincs  ? 

"  Les  fleuves  n'ont  plus  dc  rivages  ; 

*'  Couvert  d'ecume  et  de  naufragcs, 

"  L'ocean  mugit  dans  les  airs  ; 
■"  Sur  ses  fondements  ebranlee, 

♦'  La  t.rre  v::-t-elle,  ccroulee, 

*'  Se  detacher  de  I'univers  ? 

*■  Ah  !  plutot  pour  se  faire  absoudrc 

"  D'une  trop  long:ue  impunitc, 

"  Les  cieux  peuc-ctre  avec  la  foudre, 

"  Vonc  proteger  la  Liberie. 

*'  Dieux  du  peuple  que  Ton  opprime, 

"  Vengez  cecte  auguste  victime 

"  De  I'audacieux  attentat, 

'*  Qu'aux  jours  malheuieux  de  Brumairc, 

"  Les  lois  ont,  dans  leur  sanctuaire, 

*«  Vu  consommer  par  un  soldat. 

'     "  Trop  vain  espoir  de  la  vengeance! 

"  Peupks,  livres  aux  oppresseurs, 

"  N'auriez-voup,  dans  votre  souffrance, 

"   Que  V03  bras  pour  liberateurs  ? 

^'-  Lc  ciel  est  aveugle  ou  barbare, 

"  Et  lorsque  sa  foudre  s'egare, 

<*  Portee  au  hasard  sur  les  vents, 

*■   Qu'elle  dcvaste  les  campagnes, 

*  Ou  frappe  d'arides  montagncs, 
*'  Elle  rcspecte  les  tirans. 

"  Joucts  des  flots  et  des  oragcs, 
"  Voyez  ces  utiles  vaisseaux 
•'  De  leurs  debris  couvrir  vcs  plages, 
"   Ou  s'abymer  au  fond  des  eaux: 
•'  Tandis  que  la  nef  criminelle 
*'  Qui  porte  ce  Corse  rebelle, 
*'  Deserteur  des  champs  Afiicain-, 
'*  Tranquillement  vogue  sur  I'onde, 
**  Et  de  Cesar  annonce  au  monde, 
*'  Et  la  fortune  et  les  desseins. 

"  De  la  France,  6  honte  cternelle  I 
*'  Cesar,  au  bord  du  Rubicon, 
♦'  A  contre  lui,  dans  sa  querelle, 
*'  Le  Sfnat,  Pompee  et  Caton  ; 
"  Et,  dans  les  plaines  de  Pharsalc, 
"  Si  la  fortune  est  inegale, 
*'  S'il  te  faut  ceder  aux  destins  ; 
*'   Rome,  dans  cc  revers  funeste, 
*'  Pour  te  venger,  au  moms  il  reste 
♦'  Un  poignard  aux  derniers  Roinaius, 

•'  Alais  sous  quelles  viles  entraves 
"  A  succombe  notre  vertu! 
'<   Quoi !  Tunivers  nous  voit  esclaves 
"  Sans  que  nous  ayons  combattul 
"  Au  sein  d'un  seuat  parricide, 
"  La  noire  trahison  preside, 
"  Fiere  encore  de  nos  revers  ; 
*'  Le  pouvoir  sans  appui,  sans  force, 
"  Tombe  asa  voix,  et  c'est  d'un  Corse 
*'   Que  le  Fiancjais  recjoit  (lesfcrsl" 

And  in  another  part  thereof  to  the  tenor  fuUo'.ving, 
•that  is  to  say : 

•  "  Deja,  dans  sa  rage  insolente, 
*'  Le  despote  ose  menacer.  .... 
■"  Tel  des  flots  la  vague  tcumante 
♦'  Se  brise  contre  le  rocher. 

*'  Est-ce  pour  vous  donner  un  maltic, 
!"  Est-ce  pour  couronner  un  traitre, 
.'.'   Que  la  France  a  puni  ses  Rois  ? 
♦'  Non,  non;  I'ambition  coupable 
*'   Saura  qu'il  n'cst  d'inviolable 
?'  Que  les  droits  du  peuple  et  sei  hys." 

And  in  another  part  thereof  to  the  tenor  fullov-ing, 
that  is  to  say  : 

<<  rxu  d'un  non  Pairiote  au  1.4  JuUlet,    1802. 

"   Quelle  fortune  a  fait  le  fils  de  Letitie! 
•"  CoiiCj  il  dcvieat  Fiuni^ais  1  Sa  nouvellc  pairic 


"  L'adopte,  le  nourrit  au  rang  de  ses  cnfants, 

"  Et  deja  lui  promet  les  destins  les  plus  grands ! 

"  Un  orage  survient;  sous  I'cfTort  des  tempetes 

"  L'etat  est  renverse  ;  les  plusaugustes  tOtes 

"  Tombent,  tout  est  brise  :  le  Frangais  malhcureux 

"  Regrettc,  en  soupirant,  son  erreur  et  ses  vceux!   . 

"  Napoleon  paraltl  de  victoire  en  victoire 

"  II  atteint  en  I'olatit  au  fake  de  la  gloire  ! 

"  L'Orient,  rOccident,  temoius  de  ses  exploits, 

"  Far  lui  sont  terrasses  et  regoivent  ses  loix! 

"  Le  Nil  avait  fremi  ;  mais  le  sort  qui  I'entraine 

"   Rappelle  son  vainqueur  aux  rives  de  la  Seine. 

"  Cinq  chefs,  ou  cinq  tyrans   partageaient  le  poU- 

"  voir, 
"  II  arrache  k  leurs  mains  le  sceptre  et  I'cncensoir, 
"  Le  voila  done  assis  ou  s'elevait  le  trone! 
"  Que  faut-il  a  ses  voeux.'  un  sceptre?  une  cou- 

"  ronne? 
"  Consul,  il  regie  tout,  il  fait,  defaitdes  rois, 
"  Peu  soigneux  d'etre  aime,  laterreur  fait  ses  droits! 
•'   Sur  un  peuple  avili,  jusqu'au  rang  des  esclaves, 
'"•  II  regne,  il  est  despote,  on  baisc  ses  entraves, 
"   Qu'a-t-i!  a  redouter?  II  a  dicte  la  paix, 
'■  De?  rois  sont  a  ses  pieds,  mendiants  ses  bienfaits  ! 
"   D'assurer  en  ses  mains  I'autorite  supreme 
"  On   lui   porte   les   vocux !  Les  Frangais,  des  rojs 

"  meme 
"  Ale  feliciter  s'empressent  humbiement, 
"  Et  voudraient  ensujets  lui  preter  le  serment!  .  .  .' 
''   II  est  prociame  chef  et  consul  pour  la  vie  !  .   .  . 
"  Pour  moi,   loin    qu'a  son  sort  je   porte  quel- 

"  qu'envie, 
"   Qu'il  nommc,  j'y  consens,  son  dignc  successeur, 
"   Sur  k'  pavois  porte,  qu'on  I'elise  empereur  ! 
"   Enfm,  et  Romulus  nous  rappelle  la  chose, 
"  Je  fais  voeu.  .  .  des  demain  qu'il  ait  I'apothcose! 
"  Amf.s." 

Which  said  scandalou?  and  malicious  words, 
in  the  French  language,  first  above-mentioned 
and  set  forth,  being  translated  into  the  English 
language,  were  and  arc  of  the  same  signification 
and  meaning  as  these  English  words  following, 
that  is  to  say: — "  What  frightful  tempests  growl 
on  the  unchained  waves?  Gods!  what  dreadful 
torrents  roll  these  \ipiooted  rocks  .'  The  rivers 
have  no  longer  any  banks  ;  the  ocean,  covered 
with  foam  and  shipwrecks,  bellows  in  the  air ; 
shaken  at  its  foundation,  is  the  earth  fallen,  going 
to  detach  itself  from  the  universe.  Ah  !  rather 
to  obtain  their  acquittal  for  too  long  impunity, 
the  heavens,  perhaps,  are  going  to  protect  liberty 
will)  the  thunder.  Gods  of  an  oppressed  people  ! 
Avenge  this  august  victim  of  t!ie  audacious  at- 
tempt, which,  on  the  luihappy  days  of  Brumairc, 
the  laws,  in  their  sanctuary,  saw  complcatcd  by 
a  soldier  !  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
p,irtc)  loo  vain  hope  of  vengeance  !  Nations 
given  up  to  opprestors,  have  you,  in.  your  sufTer- 
ings,  only  your  arms  for  deliverers  ?  The  heaven 
is  blind  or  cruel,  and  when  its  thunder  flies,  car- 
ried 1iy  chance  upon  the  winds,  whether  it  lays 
waste  the  plains  or  strike  the  arid  mountains,  it 
respects  tyrants,  .Behold  those  useful  vessels,  the 
sport  nf  the  waves  and  ftorms,  cover  your  coasts 
with  their  wrecks,  or  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the 
waters;  -while  the  guihy  ship  tliat  rarr^es  that 
tcIkI  Corsican,  (meaning  tjie  said  Napoleon  Buo- 
napurtc),  deserter  of  tlie  plains  of  Africa,  sails 
tranquilly  on  the  wave,  and  announces  to  the 
world  the  fortune  and  the  designs  of  Ca;sar.  Oh  ! 
eternal  disgrace  of  France  !  Cscsar,  on  the  bank  of 
the  Rubicon,  has  against  him,  in  his  quarrel,  the 
fcnate,  Pompey  and  Cato  ;  and,  in  the  plains  of 
Pharsalia,  if  fortune  is  unequal — if  you  must 
yitlU  to  the  destinies,  Rome,  11^  this  sad  reverse, 
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at  least,  there  remains  to  avenge  you  a  poignard 
amofig  the  last  Romans.  Hut  under  what  vile 
fetters  has  our  valour  fallen  !  What !  the  uni- 
verse beholds  us  slaves,  without  our  having  corn- 
batted  !  In  the  bosom  of  a  parricide  senate,  bl:ick 
treason  presides,  still  fierce  at  our  misfoi tunes  ; 
power,  without  support  and  without  force,  falls 
at  its  voice,  and  it  is  from  a  Corsican  (meaning 
the  sai'.l  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  that  the  French- 
man receives  his  chains." — And  which  said  fc.^nda- 
lous  and  malicious  words,  in  the  French  language, 
secondly  above-mentioned  and  set  forth,  being 
translated  into  the  English  language,  were  and 
are  of  the  same  signification  and  meaning  as  these 
English  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : — "  Al- 
ready, in  his  insolent  rage,  the  despot  (meaning 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  dares  to  menace  ; 
but  the  foaming  wave  of  the  sea  breaks  itself 
against  the  rock.  Is  it  to  give  you  a  master — is 
it  to  crown  a  traitor,  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  )  that  France  has  punlihed  her  kings .' 
No,  no,  guilty  ambition  shall  know,  that  there  is 
nothing  inviolable  but  the  rights  of  the  people 
and  their  laws." — And  which  said  scandalous  and 
malirious  matters,  in  the  French  language,  last 
above-mentioned  and  set  forth,  being  translated 
into  Engli.ih,  arc  as  follows,  that  is  to  say: — 
"   JJ  ish  of  a  eoo.i  Patriot,  on  the  fourteenth  day  oj  July, 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight   hundred 

and  fwo" 

"  What  fortune  has  the  son  of  Lastltia  (mean- 
ing the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  arrived  at  I  A 
Corsican,  he  becomes  a  Fienchman;  his  new 
country  adopts  him,  nourishes  him  in  the  rank  of 
its  children,  and  already  promises  him  the  great- 
est destinies.  A  storm  arises.  By  the  force  of 
the  tempests  the  state  is  overturned;  the  most 
noble  persons  fall;  everything  is  broken.  The 
unhappy  Frenchman  regrets,  with  sighs,  his  error 
and  his  wishes  !  Napoleon  appears ;  flying  from 
victory  to  victory,  he  reaches  the  summit  of 
glory  ;  the  east,  the  west,  witnesses  of  his  ex- 
ploits, arc  vanquished  by  l^im,  and  receive  his 
laws.  The  Nile  had  shuddered,  but  the  lot  that 
forces  him  on  recalls  its  vanquisher  to  the  banks 
of  the  Seine.  Five  chiefs,  or  five  f^'rants,  shared 
the  power.  He  forces  from  their  hands  the 
sceptteand  the  censer.  Behold  him,  then,  seated 
where  the  throne  was  raised  !  What  is  wanting 
to  his  wislies }  A  sceptre,  a  crown  ?  Consul,  he 
governs  all  ;  he  makes  aiid  unmakes  kings,  l^it- 
tie  careful  to  be  belov-c;i,  terror  establishes  his 
rights  over  a  people  degraded  even  to  the  rank  of 
slaves:  he  reign:, ;  he  u  despotic  ;  they  kiss  their 
chains.  What  has  he  to  dread  ?  He  has  dictated 
peace  :  Kmgs  are  at  his  feet  begging  his  favours. 
He  is  desired  to  secure  the  supreme  authority  in 
his  hands !  The  Fiencii,  nay  kings  themselves, 
hasten  to  congratulate  him,  and  v.-ould  take  the 
oath  to  hiiix,  like  subiects.  He  is  proclaimed 
chief  and  consul  for  life.  As  for  me,  far  from 
envying  his  lot,  let  him  name,  I  consent  to  it,  his 
worthy  successor.  Carried  on  the  shield,  let  ium 
be  elected  emperor  !  Finally,  (and  Romulus  recalls 
the  thing  to  mind),  I  wish  that  on  the  morrow  he 
may  iiave  his  apotheosis.  Amen." — To  the  great 
scandal,  disgrace,  and  danger  of  the  taid  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  ;  to  the  great  danger  of  creating  discord 
between  our  said  Loid  the  King,  and  his  subjects, 
an((  the  said  Napoleon  Buonapartr,  the  French 
Republic,  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  Republic  ; 
in  contempt  of  our  said  Lord  the  King  and  his 
law  ;  to  the  evi!  example  of  all  others  in  the  like 
ca<ie  offcudiug,  and  a^ain^t  the  peace  of  jur  said 
Lord  the  King,  liii  ciowu  and  dignity. 


Second  Count. — That  sard  Jean  Peltier,  so  bein- 
such  person  as  aforesaid,  and  unlawfully  and  mag 
liciously  devising  and  intending  as  aforesaid, 
afterwards,  to  wir,  on  the  26t!i  of  August,  in  the 
forty-second  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  at  the 
parish  of  Saint  Anne,  within  the  liberty  of  West- 
minster, in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  unlawfully 
and  maliciously  did  print  and  publish,  and  cause 
rtud  procure  to  be  printed  and  published,  a 
certain  other  scandalous  and  malicious  libel, 
containing  therein,  among  other  things,  divers 
other  scandalous  and  malicious  matters,  in  the 
French  language,  of  and  concerning  said  Napo- 
leon Buonaparte,  in  the  form  of  an  address  to 
the  French  people,  according  to  the  tenor  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say  : — 

"  Citoyens,  la  douceur  de  caracterc  ct  la  probite 
qui  vousdistinguent  entre  tontes  Ics  nations,  me  cau- 
sentune  inquietude  extreme  au  moment  oii  je  viens 
vous  entretenir  de  la  tyrannic  de  notre  dictateur.— 
J'apprehende  de  ne  pouvoir  parvenir  a  vous  fairc 
croire  qu'il  y  ait  des  hommes  capables  d'actions  que 
vous  jugez  criminelles  ; — D'autant  que  celui  que  je 
vous  denonce  a  fonde  tout  son  espoir  sur  le  crime  et 
la  perfidie  ; — Et  qu'il  ne  se  croit  en  surete,  qu'en  se 
mettant  par  sa  malice  tellement  au-dessus  de  vos 
craintes,  que  I'exces  de  la  misere  dans  laquelle  il  re- 
tient  ses  esclaves,  leur  ote  jusqu'a  I'idee  de  recouvrer 
leur  liberte. — J'apprehende  encore  que  vous  ne  croy- 
iez  qu'il  vaut  mieux  pour  vous  de  vivre  au  milieu  de 
ces  perils,  en  agissant  avec  prudence,  que  d'obeir  au 
sentiment  qui  vous  prescrit  de  vous  venger. — En  effet, 
les  satellites  de  ce  itionstre,  les  agens  de  sa  tyrannic, 
sont  ou  rles  hommes  qui  s'etaient  fait  autrefois  un 
beau  nom,  ou  ceux  dont  les  ancetres  leur  out  laissc 
de  nobles  exemples  a  suivre  ;  les  Liancourt,  les  Choi- 
seul-Praslin,  les  Dormesson,  les  Duroc  d'Adhemar, 
les  Lameth,  les  Noailles,  les  Segur,  les  Deluynes,  les 
Mouniers,  les  Fleurieu,  les  Portalis,  les  Barthelemy, 
etc.  Ces  hommes,  chose  etonnante!  ont  fait  le  sa- 
crifice de  leur  pro])re  liberte  pour  vous  asservir :  ils 
aiment  mieux  nuire  i  leurs  concitoyens  que  de  recla- 
mer  leurs  droits  les  plus  sacres  et  agir  en  hommes  li- 
bres  • — Ainsi  ces  belles  races  des  Rohan,  des  Mont- 
morency, des  Larochefoucault,  des  Daguesseau,  des 
Duras,  des  La  Vauguyon,  des  Boisgelin,  offrent  au- 
jourd'hui  des  rejettons  que  Ton  dirait  etre  nes  pour 
la  subversion  du  gouvernement  etabli  et  defendu  par 
leurs  ayeux,  et  des  titres  que  leur  vsrtu  leur  avail  ac- 
quis.— Et  pcurquoi  avons-nous  combattu  coiure  la 
Prusse,  I'Autriche,  I'ltalie,  I'Angleterre,  toute  I'Al- 
'lemasjne  et  la  Pi-ussie,  si  ce  n'est  pour  conserver  notre 
liberte  ct  nos  proprietes ;  et  afin  de  n'obeir  a  y)er- 
sonne,  mais  seulement  aux  Itjis  .' — Eh  bien,  ce  tigrc 
qui  ose  se  dire  le  fondateiu  ou  le  regenerateur  de  la 
la  France,  jouit  du  frijit  de  vos  travaux,  comme 
d'uue  depouille  enlevee  aux  ennemis.  II  n'est  pas 
ra-.sasie  de  la  destruction  du  Roi,  ni  detant  de  braves, 
ni  de  tant  de  princes  que  la  guerre  a  moisonnes ;  il 
devient  et  plus  avirie  et  plus  cruel  dans  des  circon- 
stances  oij  la  prosperite  change  chez  la  plupart  de? 
hommes  la  furcur  en  pitie. — Get  hoinme,  seul  maitre 
au  milieu  de  ceux  qui  Tentourent,  a  decrete  des  listes 
de  proscription,  et  fait  executer  des  deportations  sans 
jugernent,  au  moyen  desquellcs  il  cxistc  des  suppli  | 
ces  pour  des  Francais  qui  n'ont  pas  encore  vu  le 
jour.  Des  families  prcscrites,  au-dehors  de  la  France, 
donnent  le  jour  a.  des  enfans  opprimes  avant  de  nai»- 
tre;  leur  misere  a  commence  avant  la  vie. — Sa  me- 
chancete  s'aecroit  chaque  jour  ;  chaque  jour,  malgre 
la  sicurits  dent  il  jouit,  11  entre  dans  de  nouvelles 
fureurs  ;  et  vous,  loin  d'oser  reclauier  votre  liberie.^ 
la  crainte  d'aggraver  votre  esclavage  vous  glace,  et 
tons  cics  sourT.is  it  la  plus  profoude  terreur. — llfijit, 
aj^ir.  citovviis,  il  faut  marcher,  il  laut  i'opi-ojei  a  ti 
N  4 
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qui  se  passe,  si  vous  voulez  qu'il  ne  s'empare  pas  de 
toutes  vos   depouilles:  surtout  point  de  delais,   point 
de  vcEUx  inutiles,  ne  comptez  que  sur  vous  ;  a  moins 
que  vous  n'ayez  la  stupidite  de  croire  qu'il  se  mettta 
en  dantcer  de  gaite  de  coiur,  en  abdiquant  pa:  ennui 
ou  par  honte  de  la  tyrannic,  ce  qu'il  possede  a  force 
de   crimes. — Mais  il  s'est  avance  au  point  qu'il  ne  re- 
garde  plus  a  la  gloire,  mais  a  sa  propre  securite,  et 
qu'il  n'estime  honorable  que   ce  qui   lui  sert  a  con- 
server  sa  puissance.     C'est  ainsi  qu  il  a  organise  re- 
cemment  une  compagnie  dite  de  Mamelouks,   com- 
posec  de  Grecs,    de  Maltais,  d'Arabes  et  de  Cophtes  ; 
ramas  de   bandits  etrangers,    dont  le   notn  et   I'uni- 
f.irme  rappelant  I'expedition  insensee  et  desastreuse 
d'Eg^pte,  servent  a  le  couvrir  de  home:  mais  qui  ne 
pailaiit  point  notre  langue,  et  n'ayant  aucun  point  de 
contact  avcc  I'armee,  seront  toujours  les  satellites  du 
t^ran,  ses  muets,  ses  sicaires  et  ses  bourreaux. — Cette 
tranquillite,   ct  ce  loisir  embelli   par  la  liberie,  que 
plusieurs  gens  de  bien  preferaient  a  une  resistance  ho- 
norable, n'existent  done  point. — Fran(;ais,  c'est  en  ce 
moment  qu'il  faut  se  resoudre  a   servir,  ou  a  com- 
mander: a  recevoir  la  terreur,   ou  a  I'inspirer. — Xe 
sommes-nous  pas  reduits  a  I'extremite  .'    Qutllcs  ins- 
titutions humaines  penvent  arrcter  le  tvran  }    et  les 
institutions  divines  ne  sont-elles  pas  toutes  corrom- 
pues  .''   Le  peuple  Fian9ais  qui  etait  naguere  I'arbitre 
des  nations,  aujourd'hui  depouille  de  sa  souverainete, 
de  sa  gloire,  de  ses  droits,  incapable  de   rcmucr,  objet 
<lu  mepris  universel,  ne  jouit  pas  mcme  de  la  con- 
ditirn  des  esclaves,  et  n'a  pas  comme  eu.x  ses  alimens 
assure^.  — Un  seul  homme    a  aneanti  par  un  simple 
arrcte  cette  belle  federation  de  gardes  nationales,  qui 
avait  rendu  de  si  nombreux  et  de  si  grands  services  k 
la  patrie,  et  qui  etait  toute  formee  de  citoyens  Fran- 
^ais.     Quelques  satellites  et  agens  favoris,    tels  que 
Sieyes  et  certains  generaux,  ont  recju,   pour  prix  de 
leurs  forfaits,  le  patrimoine  dont  I'innocent  a  cte  de- 
pouille.— Les  lois,  la  justice,    les   finances,  I'adminis- 
tration,  les  souverains  de  I'Europe,  enfin  la  liberte  ct 
la  vie  des  citoyens,   tout  est  au  pouvoir  d'un   seul 
homme.     Vous  voyez  a  chaque  moment  des  arresta- 
tions  arbitraires,   des  juges  punis  pour  avoir  acquitte 
des  citoyens,  des  individus  mis  a  mort  apres  avoir  ete 
deja  acquittes  par  un  jugement  legal,    et  des  condam- 
nations  a  mort  arrachees  aux  juges  par  la  menace. — 
Reste-t-il   a  des  hommes  qui  veulent  etre  digncs  de 
ce  nom,   autre  chose  a  faire  qu'^  venger  leur   injure, 
oil  a  perir  avec  gloire  .'  La  nature  a  marque  le  terme 
de  notre  vie  a  tous,  me  me  aux  plus   puissants  ?  Nul 
ne   doit   attendre   la  derniere   extremite,  sans  avoir 
tente  quelque  chose  pour  la  liberte,  s'il  ne  veut  pas- 
Sf  r  pour  une  femmelette  timideet  pusillanime. — Mais 
je  suis  un  factieux,   dit   Buonaparte ;  je    regrette   les 
richesses  que  j'amassais   dans  les  temps  de   troubles  ; 
on  dit  que  je  desire  la  guerre,   parce  (|ue  je    reclame 
les  droits  dont  nous  devons  jouir  en  temps  de  paix. — 
C'est-a-dire  que  vous  ne   pouvez   vivre,    ni    etre   en 
siirete  sous  son  gouvernement,    qu'en   applaudissant 
aux  prodigalites  de  Lucien  et  aux  sophismes  du  scribe 
Roederer  :  en  approuvant  la  proscription  des  innocens, 
les  emprisonneniens  ct  les  deportations  des    mcilleurs 
citoyens.  et  la  repartition  des  biens  nationaux  aux  co- 
hortes  d'honneur,   comme  si  c'etait  un  butin  conquis 
sur  les  Allemands.— Mais  le  tyran  m'objccte  que  j'ai 
?chete  des  biens  de  proscrits  ;  et  c'est  lii  justcment  le 
{)lus  grand  de  ses  crimes,  que  ni    moi,  ni  quelque  ci- 
toyen  que  ce  soit,  n'ayons  jamais  pu    nous  croire  en 
surcte  qu'en  faisant  le  mal. — Eh  bien  !   ces  terres  que 
la  terreur  m'a  fait  acheter,  et  dont  j'ai  payc  le  prix,  je 
les  restitue  i  ceux  a  qui   elles  appartiennent  legitime- 
ir.cnc.     Je  ne  puis  soutt'rir  qu'il   soit  dit  queries   ci- 
.'K/yens   aient   fourni   une  proie  a  d'autres   citoyens. — 
■  Nous  uvons  lien  a^sez  de  ce  que  nous  avons  soufTert 
dans  iioi  furcurs,  brs^ue  les  Fra!ii;ais  be  biittaient  cn- 


tr'eux,  a  Lyon,  dans  la  Vendee  et  dans  la  Bretagne, 
et  que  Ton   tirait  nos  legions  des  frontieres  pour  les 
faire  marcher  centre  nous.     Qu'il  soit  mis  un  terme 
aux  Climes  et  aux  injures. — Ces  malheurs  font  si  peu 
d'impression  sur  Buonaparte,   qu'il  se  fait  encore  des 
litres  de  gloire  des  massacres  de  Toulon,  et  de  la  jour- 
nee  du  13  Vendemiaire,   et  que,  s'il  etait  contrarie, 
il  ferait  encore  pis,   s'il  le  pouvait.— Je  ne  suis  pas  in- 
quiet  de  I'opinion  que  vous  avez  de  lui.     Je  sais  qu'il 
est  generalement  detest^,     Mais  je  crains  votre  plus 
ou  moins  d'energie.     Je  redoute  que  n'etant   point 
d'accord  sur  le  chef  que  vous  voudrez  apres  lui,  vo\is 
ne  vous  laissiez  surprendre,  non  par  ses  promesses  et 
ses  dons  qui  ne  sont  rien,  et  que  vous  meprisez,  mais 
par  votre  apathie  ;  et  qu'alors  cet  homme  qui  se  re- 
pose toujours  sur  sa  fortune,  ne  paraisse  reussir  sans 
cesse  dans  tout  ce  qu'il  entrepend. — Car  a  I'exception 
de  quelques  satellites  affides  qui  ont  partage  la  honte 
de  sa  fuite  d'Egypte,  qui  est-ce   qui  veut    la  meme 
chose  .'  quel  est  au  contiaire  I'homme  qui  ne  desire 
un  changement  total,  excepte  dans   I'etendue   de  nos' 
frontieres,  fruit  de  nos  victoires  :  Je   parle  ici  de  I'ar- 
mee, dont   le   sang  a  ete  repandu  pour  enrichir  un 
Berthier,  un  Murat,  un  Lucien,  un  Joseph,  un  Junoti 
un  Duroc,  un  Lannes,   un  Bourienne,   ou  bien  pour 
faire  avoij"  un  archeveche  au  prelat  Boisgelin,   vieillc 
salope,  qui  a  toujours  deshonore  les  honneurs  qu'on 
lui  a  contVres. —  C'est  pourquoi  j'ai  la  plus  grande  con- 
fiance   dans   nos   armees  toujours   victorieuses,  qui, 
aprcs  tant  de  fatigues,  et  pour  prix  de  tant  de  bles- 
sures,   ont  fini  par  ne  ricn  trouver  qu'un  tyran. — II 
est  vrai  qu'on  les  a  fait  marcher  a  St.-Cloud  pour  ren- 
verser  de  vive  force  le  systeme  de  representation  na- 
tionale   etabli   par   la   Convention.     Elles    croyaient 
alors  tout  attirer  a  elles,  et  recevoir  enfin  le  milliard 
qui   leur  a  si  souvent  ete  promis  :  mais   aujourd'hui, 
qu'ellcs  sont  releguees  dans  de  tristes  et   insipides  gar- 
nisons  au  fond  des   bois  ct  des  marais;  aujourd'hui 
qa'on    les    enioie    perir    comme    des    mouches    a 
Cayenne,  a  la  Guadeloupe,   et   a  St.  Domingue,    et 
qu'elles  ne  voient  qu'un  petit  nombre  de  favoris  acca- 
parer  toutes  les  recompenses,  elles  brulent  de  jalousie 
et    du    desir    de   venger    leur  injure. — Et  pourquoi 
marche-t-il  en  public  avec  autant  de  gardes  a  sa  suite 
et   avec   tant  d'orgueil  ?  C'est  que  souvent  la  fortune 
seconde  admirablement  les  grands   criminels  :  mais 
que  son  bonheur  chancele  un   instant,  autant  il  etait 
redoute  la  veille,  autant  il  sera  meprise  le  lendemain, 
a  moins  qu'on  nesoit  la  dupe  des  noms  de  concords 
et  de  paix  qu'il  a  donnes  a  son  crime  et  au  parricide 
qu'il  a  commis  sur  sa  patrie. — 11  a  grand  soin  de  dire 
que  la  tranquillite  n'aura  jamais  lieu  en   F'rance,   k 
moins  que  les  proscrits  ne  restent  depouilles  de  leurs 
proprietes  ;  que  les  acquereurs  de  domaines  nationaux 
ne  jouissent  en  surete  de  leur  horrible  proie  ;  que  la 
justice  ne  soit  a  sa  disposition,  et  qu'il  ne  possede  seul 
tous  les  droits  qui  jadis  etaient  I'apanage  du  peuple 
souverain.  — Si  vous  voulez  jouir  de  la   paix  et  de  la 
Concorde,  approuvez  toutes  les  revolutions  et  tous  let 
meurtrcs  qui  ont  eu  lieu  dans  la  Republique  :  sane 
tionnez  les-  lois  qui  vous  ont  etc  imposees  ;  recevez  la 
tranquillite  avec  I'esclavage,   et  faites  voir  par  votre 
exemple  a  la  posterite  qu'on  pent  se  rendre  maitre  du 
peuple  Romam,   en  lui  faisant  repandre  son  propre 
sang — Pour  moi,  si  j'ai  jamais  cherche  a  etre  quel- 
que chose,   c'etait  pour  defendre  la  liberte  et  la  dig- 
nite  du  peuple,   et  les  droits  sacres   que  nous  ont  lais- 
ses  nos  pcres  ;  je  n'ai  jamais  cherche  a  faire  une  for- 
tune honteuse,    et  j'ai  prefere  les  orages  d'une  liberte 
difficile  a  obtenir,  a  la  tranquillite  mortelle  de  rescla- 
vage.  —  Si  vous  etes  de  mon  avis,  Fran^ais,  prescntez- 
vous,    et  aprcs  a^  oir   invoque   I'assistance  des  Dieux, 
noninnez  CamiUe  votre  consul  et  votie  chef  dans  I'en- 
trejirise  bardie  du  recouvrement  de  votre  liberte." 
Which  iaid  ttandalous  aud  mdlicious  words,  ia 
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the  French  language,  last  before  mentioned  and  set 
forth,  being  translated  into  the  English  language, 
were  and  are  of  the  same  signiiicatiou  and  mean- 
ing as  these  English  words  following,  that  is  to 
say  : — '*  Citizens,  the  mildness  of  character,  and 
probity,  that  distinguish  you  among  all  nations, 
occasion  me  the  greatest  uneasiness  at  th<j  moment 
when  1  come  to  address  you  on  the  tyranny  of  our 
Dictator,  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte). I  am  fearful  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
convince  you  that  there  are  men  capable  of  ac- 
tions which  you  think  criminal,  because  the  per- 
son (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte) 
whom  I  denounce  to  you,  has  founded  all  his  hope 
on  guilt  and  perfidy,  and  does  not  think  himself 
safe,  but  by  placing  himself,  through  his  malice, 
so  much  above  your  fears,  that  the  excess  of  mi- 
sery in  which  he  keeps  his  slave?,  may  take  from 
them  even  the  idea  of  recovering  their  liberty.  1 
iim  fearful,  also,  that  you  may  think  it  better  to 
live  in  the  midst  of  these  dangers,  by  conducting 
yourselves  with  prudence,  than  to  obey  the  senti- 
ment that  directs  you  to  avenge  yourselves.  In 
reality,  satellites  of  this  monster,  (meaning  the 
said  Napoleon  Huonaparte),  the  agents  of  his  ty- 
ranny, are  either  men  who  had, 'heretofore,  gained 
themselves  a  good  reputation,  or  those  whose  an- 
cestors have  left  them  noble  examples  to  follow: 
the  Liancourts,  the  Choiseul-Praslins,  the  Dor- 
messons,  the  Durocs  D'Adhcmar,  the  I^ameths, 
the  Noailles,  the  Scgurs,  the  Deluynes,  the  Mou- 
niers,  the  Flturieus,  the  Portalis's,  the  liarthe- 
lemys,  &c.  These  men,  astonishing  circumstaiice  ! 
have  made  a  sacrifice  of  their  own  liberty  to  en- 
slave you  :  they  chuse  rather  to  hurt  their  fellow 
citizens,  than  to  reclaim  their  most  sacred  rights, 
and  act  like  freemen.  So  the  illunrious  families 
of  the  Rohans,  of  the  Montmorencys,  of  the  La- 
rochefoucaults,  of  the  Daguesseaus,  of  the  Duras, 
of  the  Vaiiguyons,  of  the  Boisgelins,  present,  at 
this  day,  descendants  who  may  be  said  to  be  born 
for  the  subversion  of  the  government  established 
and  defended  by  their  ancestors,  and  of  the  titles 
which  their  virtue  had  gained  them.  And  where- 
fore have  we  fought  against  Prussia,  Austria,  Italy, 
England,  the  whole  of  Germany  and  Russia,  if  it 
be  not  to  preserve  our  liberty  and  our  properties ; 
and  to  the  end  that  we  might  obey  no  one  hut  tlie 
laws  alone.  And  now  this  tiger,  (meaning  the 
said  Napoleon  Buonapal*tc)'who  dares  to  call  him- 
self the  founder,  or  the  regenerator  of  France,  en- 
joys the  fruit  of  your  labours,  as  of  spoil  taken 
from  the  enemy.  He  is  not  satisfied  with  the  de- 
struction of  the  King,  nor  of  so  many  brave  men, 
nor  of  so  many  Piinces,  whom  the  war  has  mown 
down  :  he  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte) becomes  more  covetous  and  more  cruel,  in 
circumstances  under  which  prosperity  changes  fu- 
ry into  pity  among  the  greater  pare  of  mankind. 
This  man,  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte) sole  master  in  the  midst  of  those  who  sur- 
round him,  has  ordained  lists  of  proscriptions, 
and  put  in  execution  banishments,  without  sen- 
tence; by  means  of  which  there  exist  punishments 
for  French  who  have  not  yet  seen  the  light.  Pro- 
scribed families  give  birth,  out  of  Fiance,  to  chil- 
dren oppressed  before  they  are  born  ;  their  misery 
has  commenced  I  ctore  their  life.  His  wickedness, 
(meaning  the  wickedness  of  the  said  Napoleon 
JBuouaparte)  increases  everyday:  in  spite  of  the 
security  he  enjoys,  he  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon 
Buonaparte)  enters  into  new  passions  ;  and  as  to 
you,  far  from  daring  to  reclaim  your  hberty,  the 
fear  of  aggravating  your  slavery  freezes  you,  and 
you  arc  .subjected  to   ihe   deepest   ttuui.     You 


must  act,  citizens,  you  must  march,  you  must  op- 
pose what  is  passing,  if  you  wish  that  he  (meaning 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  should  not  seize 
upon  all  that  you  hrfve.  Above  all,  no  delay,  no 
useless  wishes,  reckon  only  upon  yourselves  :  un- 
less, indeed,  you  have  the  stupidity  to  suppose 
that  lie  will  wantonly  expose  himself  to  danger,  by 
abdicating,  by  weiriness,  or  shame  of  tyranny, 
that  Vv-hich  he  holds  by  force  of  crimes.  But  he  is 
advanced  to  the  point  that  he  looks  no  more  to- 
wards glory,  but  to  his  own  security  ;  and  that  he 
esteems  nothing  honourable  bnt  what  conduces  to 
the  preservation  of  his  power,  it  is  thus  that  he 
(meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Ruona parte)  has  or- 
ganized a  cc)mpany  of  Maintlouks,  as  they  are 
called,  composed  of  Greeks,  Maltese,  Arabians, 
and  Copts ;  a  collection  of  foreign  banditti,  whose 
name  and  dress  recalling  the  mad  and  disastrous 
Egyptian  expedition,  serve  to  cover  him  with 
shame;  but  who  not  speaking  our  language,  nor 
having  any  point  of  contact  with  the  army,  will 
always  be  the  satellites  of  the  tyrant,  (meaning 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  his  mutes,  his  cut- 
throats, and  his  hangmen.  That  tranquillity, 
then,  and  that  leisure  adorned  with  liberty,  which, 
many  good  men  prefer  to  an  honourable  existence, 
exist  not.  Frenchmen,  it  is  at  this  moment  that 
you  must  resolve  to  serve  or  to  command;  to  re- 
ceive terror,  or  to  inspire  it.  Are  v.'e  not  reduced 
to  extremity?  What  human  institutions  can  stop 
the  tyrant  ?  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
parie).  And  are  not  all  the  divine  institutions 
corrupted  ?  The  Fi-ench  people,  that  was  lately  the 
arbiter  of  nations,  at  this  day  despoiled  ot  its 
sovei-cignty,  of  its  gloiy,  and  its  rights  ;  incapable 
of  rousing  itself,  the  object  of  universal  contempt, 
enjoys  not  even  the  condition  of  slaves,  and  is  not, 
like  them,  assured  of  its  victuals.  A  single  man 
(meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  has  an- 
nihilated, by  one  decree,  that  noble  federation  of 
national  guards,  that  had  rendered  so  many  and 
such  great  services  to  its  country,  and  was  entire- 
ly formed  of  French  citizens.  Some  satellites  and 
favored  agents,  such  as  Sieyes,  and  certain  gene- 
rals, have  received  for  the  price  of  their  crimes, 
the  patrimony  of  which  the  innocent  has  been 
despoiled.  Hie  laws,  justice,  the  linanccs,  the 
administration,  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe;  in  fine, 
the  liberty  and  the  life  of  tlie  citizens,  are  all  ia 
the  power  of  one  man  (meaning  the  said  Napo- 
leon Buonaparte).  You  see  at  every  moment  ar- 
bitrary arrests,  judges  punished  for  having  ac- 
quitted citizens,  individuals  put  to  death,  after 
having  been  already  acquitted  by  a  lawful  sen- 
tence, and  sentences  of  death  extorted  from  judges 
by  threats.  Remains  there  for  meir  who  would 
descrre  that  name,  any  thing  else  to  do,  but  to 
avenge  their  wrongs  or  to  perish  with  glory  ?  Na- 
ture has  set  the  bounds  of  life  to  all,  even  the 
most  powerful.  No  one  ought  to  wait  the  last 
extremity,  without  having  attempted  something 
for  liberty,  if  he  would  not  pass  for  a  timid  and 
pusillanimous  woman.  But  Buonaparte  says,  I  am 
factious,  I  regret  the  wealth  that  I  amassed  in  the 
time  of  the  tr(,ub!es.  It  is  said,  that  I  desire  war, 
because  I  reclaim  the  rights  that  we  ought  to  en- 
joy in  time  of  peace.  That  is  to  say,  that  you 
cannot  live,  nor  he  in  safety  under  his  (meaning 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte's)  governmer.t,  but 
by  applauding  the  prodigalities  of  Liicien,  and 
the  sophisms  of  the  scribe  Roederer;  by  approving 
the  proscription  of  the  innocent,  the  imprison- 
ment and  banishment  of  the  best  citizens,  and 
the  division  of  the  national  property  among  co- 
horts of  hDPOur,  as  if  it  v/src  plunder  taken  froia 
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the  Germans.  But  the  tyrant  (meaning  the  said 
Napoleon  Buonaparte)  objects  to  me,  because  I 
have  bought  the  property  of  the  proscribed  ;  and 
that  is  precisely  the  greatest  of  his  crimes;  ihat 
neither  I,  nor  any  other  citizen,  have  ever  been 
able  to  think  ourselves  in  safety,  but  by  doing 
TiTong.  And,  well!  these  lands,  that  fear  has 
made  me  buy,  and  of  which  I  have  paid  the  price, 
I  restore  them  to  those  to  whom  they  lawfully  be- 
lo::g.  I  cannot  bear  to  have  it  said,  that  citizens 
have  furnibhed  a  prey  to  citizens.  We  have  full 
enough  of  what  wc  have  suffered  in  our  madness, 
■when  the  French  fought  against  each  other,  at 
J>yons,  in  La  Vendee,  and  in  Brittany,  and  when 
our  legions  were  diawn  from  the  frontiers  to  be 
marched  against  ourselves.  Let  an  end  be  put  to 
crimes  and  injuries.  These  evils  make  so  little 
impression  upon  B''.ouapartc,  that  he  makes  him- 
self titles  of  honour  from  thc^  massacres  of  Toulon, 
and  the  day  of  the  thirteenth  Vendeniiaire,  and 
that,  if  opposed,  he  would  do  still  worse  if  he 
couhl.  1  am  not  uneasy  vv-ith  'egard  to  the  opinion 
that  you  have  of  him  (m.eaning  the  said  Napoleon 
Buonaparte).  1  know  that  he  is  generally  de- 
tested; but  I  am  fearful  as  to  the  degree  of  your 
energy.  I  am  afraid,  that  not  being  agreed  upon 
the  chief  whom  you  wou'd  chuse  after  Ivrr.,  you 
may  suffer  y(nirselves  to  be  misled,  not  by  his  pro  ■ 
mibcs  and  his  gifts,  which  are  nothing,  and  which 
you  despise,  Ijut  by  your  own  apathy;  and  that 
thism.an,  who  always  relies  upon  liis  fortune,  may 
appear  to  succeed  incessantly  in  every  thing  that 
he  undertakes.  For,  with  the  exception  of  some 
confidential  satellites,  that  have  shared  the  dis- 
grace of  his  flight,  who  is  there  that  desires  the 
same  thing?  Who,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  man, 
that  does  not  wish  for  a  total  change?  e;ccept  in 
the  extent  of  our  frontiers,  the  fruit  of  our  victo- 
ries. I  speak  here  of  the  army,  whose  blood  has 
been  shed  to  enrich  a  Beithitr,  a  Murat,  a  Lucien, 
a  Joseph,  a  Junoc,  a  Duroc,  aLannes,  a  Bourieune; 
or  to  procure  an  archbishoprick  for  the  prelate  Bois- 
gelin,a  filthy  old  woman,  who  has  always  disgraced 
the  honours  that  have  been  conferred  upon  him.  For 
this  reason,  1  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  our 
arniies,  always  victorious,  who,  after  so  many  fa- 
tigues, and  for  the  price  of  so  many  wounds,  have 
ended  by  finding  nothing  hut  a  tyrant  (meaning 
the  said  Napoleon  Baor.apane).  It  is  true,  thty 
-.vete  made  to  march  to  Saint  Cloud,  to  overthiow 
by  main  force  the  system  of  national  representa- 
tion established  bv  the  Convention.  They  thought 
then  to  draw  all  to  themselves,  and  to  receive  at 
last  the  milliard  that  has  been  so  often  promised 
..them:  but,  at  this  day,. when  they  are  banished 
iato  dull  and  insipid  garrisons,  at  the  bottom  of 
■woods  and  marslus  ;  at  this  day,  wl.cn  they  are 
sen:  to  petish,  like  flies,  at  Cayenne,  at  Guada- 
loupe,  and  at  Saint  Domingo,  and  when  they  see 
only  a  siiiall  number  of  favourites  engross  all  the 
rewards,  they  bum  with  jealousy,  and  with  the 
desire  to  avenge  their  wrongs.  And  v/herefore 
inarches  he  (r.itaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte) in  public,  v.'itti  so  many  guards  in  his  suite, 
and  so  much  pride  !  It  is  because  fortune  often 
vonderfully  seconds  great  criminals:  but  let  his 
good  fortune  tuiier  an  instant,  as  much  as  he  was 
dreaded  in  the  evening,  so  much  will  he  be  des- 
pised on  the  morrow  ;  unless  we  are  duped  by  the 
rames  of  conc(jr(l  and  peace,  that  he  has  given  to 
his  crime,  and  to  the  parricide  that  he  has  com- 
mitted on  his  country.  He  (meaning  tire  said  Na- 
pSleon  Buouap;)rt£)  takes  great  care  to  say,  that 
tianquilbty  v/iU  never  have  place  in  Franoe,  un- 
less the  pri^iscxibcdrcmaifl   deprived  of  their  pro- 


perty; unless  the  acquirers  of  the  national  do- 
mains enjoy  their  horrible  prey  in  safety;  unless 
justice  be  at  his  disposal,  and  be  alone  possess  all 
the  rights,  that  heretofore  were  the  portion  of  the 
sovereign  people.  If  you  would  enjoy  peace  and 
concord,  approve  of  all  the  revolutions  and  all  the 
murd'ers  that  have  taken  place  in  the  Republic ; 
sanction  the  laws  that  have  been  imposed  upon 
you;  receive  tranquillity  with  slavery,  and  shew 
to  posterity,  by  your  ei'ample,  that  a  man  may 
make  himself  master  of  the  Roman  people,  by 
causing  them  to  spill  their  own  blood.  As  for  tne^ 
if  I  have  ever  sought  to  be  any  thing,  it  is  in  order 
to  defend  the  liberty  and  the  dignity  of  the  people, 
and  the  sacred  rights  that  our  fathers  have  left  us. 
I  have  never  sought  to  make  a  disgraceful  fortune, 
and  I  have  preferred  the  storms  of  a  liberty,  difBcult 
of  attainment,  to  the  deadly  tranquillityof  slavery. 
If  you  are  of  my  opinion.  Frenchmen,  present  your- 
selves ;  and  after  having  invoked  the  assistance 
of  the  gods,  name  Camille  your  Consul  and  your 
Chief,  in  the  bold  enterprize  of  the  recovery  of 
your  liberty." — To  the  great  scandal,  disgrace, 
and  danger  of  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  ;  to 
the  great  danger  of  creating  discoid  between  our 
said  Lord  the  King  and  his  subjects,  and  the 
said  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  the  French  i\epublic, 
and  the  citizens  of  the  said  Republic;  to  the  evil 
example  of  all  others  in  the  like  case  offending, 
in  conrempt  of  our  said  Lord  the  King  and  his 
laws,  and  against  the  peace  of  our  said  Lord  the 
Kinj:,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

Third  Count. — That  said  Jean  Peltier,  so  being 
sucir  person  as  aforesaid,  afterwards  (to  wit)  on 
the  26th  of  August,  in  the  forty-second  year  of 
the  reign  aforesaid,  at  the  parish  of  Saint  Anne, 
ivithin  the  liberty  of  Westminster,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  unlawfully  and  maliciously  did 
print  and  publish,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be 
printed  and  published,  a  certain  other  scandalous 
and  malicious  libel,  containing  therein,  among 
other  things,  divers  other  scandalous  and  malici- 
ous matters,  in  the  French  language,  of  and  con- 
cerning said  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  according  to 
the  tenor  following,  that  is  to  say  : — "  Eh  bien, 
ce  tigre  qui  ose  se  dire  le  fondateur  ou  le  regcns- 
rateur  de  la  France,  jouit  du  fruit  de  vos  travaux 
comme  d'une  depouille  enlevee  aux  ennemis.  U 
n'est  pas  rassasie  de  la  destruction  du  Roi  ni  de 
tant  de  braves,  ni  de  tant  de  Princes,  q-je  la  guerre 
a  moissonnes  ;  il  devient  et  plus  avide  et  plus 
cruel  dans  des  circonstanccs  oil  la  prosperite 
change  chez  la  pluparc  des  hommes  la  furtur  en 
pitii;." — Which  said  scandalous  and  malicious 
words,  in  the  French  language,  last  above-men- 
tioned and  set  forth,  being  translated  into  the 
English  language,  were  and  are  of  the  same  signi- 
fication and  meaning,  as  these  English  words, 
following,  that  is  to  say: — "  And  now  this  tiger, 
(meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  who 
dares  to  call  himself  the  founder  or  regenerator 
of  France,  enjoys  the  fruit  of  your  labours,  as  of 
spoil  taken  from  tlic  enemy.  He  is  not  satisfied 
with  the  destruction  of  the  King,  nor  of  so  many 
brave  men,  nor  of  so  many  Princes,  whom  the 
war  has  mown  down  :  he  (meaning  the  said  Na- 
poleon Buonaparte)  becomes  more  covetous  and 
more  cruel,  in  circumstances  under  which  prospe- 
rity changes  fury  into  pity  among  the  greater  part 
of  mankind."  To  the  great  scandal,  disgrace,  and 
danger  of  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  ;  to  the 
great  danger  of  creating  discord  lietween  our  said 
Lord  the  King  and  his  subjects,  and  the  said  Na- 
poleon Buonaparti",  the  French  Republic,  and  the 
citisens  of  the  said  Republic,  in  coaiempt  of  our 
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said  Lord  the  King  and  his  laws  ;  to  the  evil  ex- 
ample of  all  others,  in  the  like  case  offending, 
and  against  the  peace  of  our  said  Lord  the  King, 
his  crown  and  dignity. 

Fourth  Co«^-!/.— That  said  Jean  Peltier,  so  being 
such  person  as  aforesaid,  and  unlawfully  and  ma- 
liciously devising  and  intending  as  aforesaid,  af- 
terwards, (to  wit)  on  the  26th  of  August,  in  the 
forty-second  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  at  the 
parish  of  St.  Anne,  within  the  liberty  of  West- 
minster, in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  unlawfully 
and  maliciously  did  print  and  publish,  and  cause 
and  procure  to  be  printed  and  published,  a  cer- 
tain other  scandalous  and  malicious  libel,  con- 
taining therein,  among  other  things,  divers  other 
scandalous  and  malicious  matters  in  the  French 
language,  of  and  concerning  the  said  Napoleon 
Buonaparte,  according  to  the  tenor  following, 
that  is  to  say  ; — "  II  faut  agir,  citoyens  j  il  faut 
marcher,  il  faut  s'opposer  a  ce  qui  se  passe,  si 
vous  voulez  qu'il  ue  s'cmpare  pas  de  toutes  vos 
depouilles ;  surtout  point  de  delais,  point  dc  vceux 
inutiles  ;  ne  comptez  que  sur  vous,  a  moins  que 
vous  n'ayez  la  stupidiie  dc  croirc  qu'il  se  mettra 
en  danger  de  gaite  de  cceur,  en  abdiquant  par 
ennui  ou  par  honte  de  la  tyrannic  ce  qu'il  possede 
a  force  de  crimes,  Mais  il  s'est  avance  au  point 
qu'il  ne  regarde  plus  a  la  gioire,  m^is  a  sa  propre 
sccuriie;  et  qu'il  n'estime  honorable  que  ce  qui 
lui  sert  a  conserver  sa  puissance.  C'est  aiusi 
qu'il  a  organise  recemment  une  compagnie  dite  de 
Mamelouks,  composee  de  Grccs,  de  Maltais, 
d'Arabes,  et  de  Cophtes,  ramas  de  bandits  etran- 
gers  dont  le  nom  ct  I'uniforme  rappellant  I'cxpe- 
ditioa  inscnsee  et  dcsastreuse  d'Egypte,  servent  a 
le  couvrir  de  honte;  mais  qui  ne  parlant  point 
notre  langue,  et  n'ayant  aucun  point  de  contact 
avec  I'aimee,  seront  toujours  Ics  satellites  du  ty- 
ran,  ses  muets,  ses  sicaires,  ct  ses  bourreaux." — 
Which  said  scandalous  and  malicious  words,  in 
the  French  language,  last  above-mentioned  and 
set  forth,  being  translated  into  the  English  lan- 
guage, were  and  are  of  the  same  signification  and 
meaning  as  these  English  words  following,  that  is 
to  say  : — "  You  must  act,  citizens,  you  must 
march,  you  must  oppose  what  is  passing,  if  you 
wish  that  he,  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buo- 
naparte) should  not  seize  upon  all  that  you  have. 
Above  all,. no  delay,  no  useless  wishes,  reckon 
only  upon  yourselves  ;  unless,  indeed,  you  have 
the  stupidity  to  suppose,  that  he  will  wantonly 
expose  himself  to  danger,  by  abdicating,  through 
•weariness,  or  shame  of  tyranny,  that  which  he 
holds  by  force  of  crimes.  But  he  is  advanced  to 
the  point  that  he  looks  no  more  towards  the 
glory,  but  to  his  own  security,  and  that  he  esteems 
Clothing  honourable,  but  what  conduces  to  the 
preservation  of  his  power.  It  is  thus  that  he 
(meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  has  or- 
ganized a  company  of  Mamelouks,  as  they  are 
called,  composed  of  Greeks,  Maltese,  Arabians, 
and  Copts,  a  collection  of  foreign  banditti,  whose 
name  and  dress,  recalling  the  mad  and  disastrous 
Egyptian  expedition,  serve  to  cover  him  with 
shame,  but  who,  not  speaking  our  language,  nor 
having  any  point  of  contact  with  the  army,  will 
always  be  the  satellites  of  the  tyrant  (meaning 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte)  his  mutes,  his  cut- 
throats, and  his  hangmen."' — To  the  great  scandal, 
disgrace,  and  danger  of  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte, to  the  great  danger  of  creating  discord  be- 
tween our  said  Loid  the  King  and  his  subjects, 
and  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  the  French 
liepublic,  and  the  citi;:ens  of  the  said  Republic; 
In  contempt  of  oar  said  Lord  the  King,  aad  his 


laws,  to  the  evil  example  of  all  others,  in  the  like 
case  offending,  and  against  the  peace  of  our  said 
Lord  the  King,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

Fifik  Count. — That  the  said  Jean  Peltier,  so 
being  such  person  as  aforesaid,  and  unlawfully 
and  maliciously  devising  and  intending,  as  afore- 
said, afterwards  (to  wit)  on  the  26th  of  August,  in 
the  forty-second  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  at 
the  parish  of  Saint  Anne,  witliin  the  liberty  of 
Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  unlaw- 
fully and  maliciously  did  print  and  publish,  and 
cause  and  piocure  to  be  printed  and  published,  a 
certain  other  scandalous  and  malicious  libel,  con- 
taining therein,  among  other  things,  divers  other 
scandalous  and  malicious  matters  in  the  French 
language,  of  and  concerning  the  said  Napoleon 
Buonapane,  according  to  the  tenor  fullowing,  that 
is  to  say  : — •"  Quelques  satellites  et  agens  favoris, 
tels  que  Sieyt-s  et  certains  generaux,  ont  regu, 
pour  prix  dc  leurs  forfaits,  le  patrimoine  dont 
rinnocent  a  ete  depouille.  Les  lois,  la  justice, 
les  finances,  I'administration,  les  souverains  de 
I'Europe,  eniin  la  liberte  et'la  vie  des  citoyens, 
tout  est  au  pouvoir  d'un  scul  homine.  Vous 
voyez  a  chaque  .moment  dcs  arrestations  arbi- 
traires,  des  juges  punis  pour  avoir  acquitte  des 
citoyens,  des  individus  mis  a  mort  apres  avoir  eie 
deji  acquittes  par  un  jugcinerit  legal,  et  des  con- 
damnations  a  mort  arrachees  aus  juges  par  la 
m.enace.  Reste-t-il  a  des  honunes  qui  veulenc 
etre  dignes  de  ce  nom  autre  chose  a  fairc  qu'a 
venger  leur  injure  ou  a  perir  avec  gioire  :"— 
Which  said  scandalous  and  malicious  words,  in 
the  French  language,  last  above-mentioned  and 
set  forth,  being  translated  into  the  English  lan- 
guage, were  and  are  of  the  same  signilication  and 
meaning  as  these  English  words  follov/ing,  that  is 
to  say: — "  Some  satellites  and  favoured  agents. 
such  as  Sieyes,  and  certain  generals,  have  received 
for  the  price  of  their  crimes,  the  patrimony  of 
which  the  innocent  has  been  despoiled.  Tlie 
laws,  justice,  the  finances,  the  administration,  tl:e 
sovereigns  of  Europe,  in  fine,  the  liberty  and  the 
life  of  the  citizens,  are  all  in  the  power  of  one 
man  (meaning  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparii-). 
You  see  at  every  moment  arbitrary  arrests,  judges 
punished  for  having  acquitted  citizens,  indivi- 
duals put  to  death,  after  having  been  already  ac- 
quitted by  a  lawful  sentence,  and  senterices  of 
death  extorted  from  judges  by  threats.  Remains 
there  for  men,  who  would  deserve  that  name,  any 
thing  else  to  do,  but  to  avenge  their  wrongs  or  10 
perish  with  glotyr" — To  the  great  scandal,  dis- 
grace, and  danger  of  the  said  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte ;  to  the  great  danger  of  ci  eating  discord  be- 
tween our  said  Lord  ttie  King  and  his  subjects, 
and  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  the  French 
Republic,  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  Republic  ; 
in  contempt  of  our  said  Lord  the  King  and  his 
laws,  to  the  evil  example  of  ail  others  in  the 
like  case  ofFending,  and  against  the  peace  of  our 
said  Lord  the  King,  his  crown  and  dignity.— 
Whereupon  the  said  Attorney-Genera!  of  our 
said  Lord  the  King,  who,  for  our  said  Lord  the 
King,  in  this  behah  prosecuteth  for  our  said  Lo'd 
the  King,  prayeth  the  consideration  of  the  Court 
here  in  the  premises,  and  that  due  process  of  law 
may  be  awarded  against  him,  th.c  said  Jtan  Pel- 
tier, in  this  behalf,  to  make  him  answer  ro  our 
said  1-ord  the  King,  Couching  and  concerning  the 
premises  aioresaid. 

Observations  on  Mr.  Peltier's  Trij!,fryrn  lie  Mon-tiur.—' 
Paris,  March  Z,  r«C3. 

A  person  of  the  name  of  Peltier  has  been  found 
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guilty,  before  a  court  of  justice,  at  London,  of 
printing  and  publishing  some    wretched    libels    a- 
gainst  the  First  Consul.     It  is  not  easy  to  imagine 
why  the  English  ministry  should  affect   to   make 
this  a  matttr  of  so   much  eclat. — As  it  fans  been 
said  in  the  English  newspapers,  that  the  trinl  was 
instituted  at  the  demand  of  the  French   govern- 
ment, and   that  the  French  ambassador   was  even 
in  the  court  when  the  Jury  gave  in   their  verdict  ; 
we  have  authority  to  deny  fJementirJ  that  any  such 
things   ever  took    place.     The   First    Consul   was 
even  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  Peltier's   libels, 
till  they  came  to  his   knowledge    in  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  proceedings  at  this  trial.  — All  the  ci- 
vilised nations  of  Europe,  have,  in  the  system  of 
their  mutual   relations  and  dependencies,  certain 
reciprocal  dutie.i  to  fulfil,  which  they  ought  to  re- 
spect so  much  the  more,  because  a  different  con- 
duct, which  fails  not  to  have  in  every  country,  its 
partisans,  could  tend  only  to  restore  the  reign  of 
barbarism  and  anarchy.— It  is,  theicfore,  not  easy 
to  imagine,  what  interest  England  can  have  to  en- 
courage, and  authori^e  all  those  scurrilities  of   in- 
famy, which  the  libellers   of  that  country  arc   in- 
cessantly propagating;  as  little  easy  is  it   to   ima- 
gine,   why    it    should  afford    protection    to   the 
French  libellers  who  settled  there  during  the  war, 
as  to  conceive  what   useful  purpose   could  be  an- 
swered by  a  proceeding  of  such  pomp  and  osten- 
tation.— The  yJ/itn  Bill  gives  power  to  the  English 
ministry  to  send   strangers   out  of  that  country  at 
pleasure.     That  power  the  ministry    largely  avails 
Itself  of.     Above  twenty  Frenchmen,  who  lived  in 
settled  residence,   and    were   well  known   in  En- 
gland, have  been,   without  any  formality,  sent  out 
cf   that  country.      Within  these  few  days   Citizen 
Bonnccarrerc,  a  chief  of  battalion  of  the  national 
guard  at  Paris,  being  at   London,   to  prosecute  a 
suit  at  law,  and  having  his  wife  there  sick,  receiv- 
ed   orders    to    quit    the    country    in    forty-eight 
hours.  *  *  * — We  know  others   who,   after  a  resi- 
dence  of  thirty  years  in  London,  have  been  sent 
out  of  the  country  with  equal  abruptness  and  ri- 
gour.    To  what  purpose,  then,  drag,   with  osten- 
tation, before  respectable    courts,  foreign  libellers 
who  are  only  such  as   naturally  arise  in   the  end 
cfany  great  political  commotion.     If  I>ord   Pel- 
ham's  Under  Secretaries  should  only  hint  to  chein 
to  cease  to   write,    they   must,    per    force,   obey. 
Should  they  Hot,  they  might,  under  the  .Uien  Bill, 
be  sert   out  of  the   kingdom. — The   King   of  En- 
gland owes  it  to  his  own  personal  dignity,   and  to 
the    honour    of  the  nation,   to  put  an  end  to    the 
outrages  of    his   subjects   against    a   neighbouring 
government  and  nation    wiih  which  he  is  at  peace, 
and  to  which  he  gives  the  presence  of  an  Ambas- 
sador not  less  exalted  in  rank  than  amiable  and  re- 
spectable in  his  [jersonal  qualities. — Yet  it  is  to  be 
acknowleilgcd,    that    these    proceedings,   however 
useless  in  other  respects,  have  afforded  an  occasion 
to  the  Judge.5  who  jiresided  at   the  trial,  to  evince, 
by  their  wisdom   and    impartiality,   that  they   are 
truly  wortliy  to  administer  justice  in   a  nation  so 
enlightened,  and  estimable  in  so  many  respects. 

FOREIGN    OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 

Vie-m  of  the  State  of  the  Republic ;  presented  to  the  Le- 
gislative Body    hy   order    of  the  Government.      Pnris, 
February  2-2,  1803. — C Continued  from  page  309.J 
The     canals     of    Argues,    Mortes,     and     the 
Rhone,    the    draining     of    the    marshes    of    the 
Lower    Cliarente     arc    begun,     and    will    open 
ne^v    channels    to    commerce,    and    afford    new 
lauds    foi    cultivation.      Works    aie    going    for 


ward  for  the  reparation  of  the   dykes  of  the  isle 
ofCadsand,  of  Ostend,  of  the  Cotes  dii  Nord,  and 
the    re-establishment   of  the  navigation    of  our 
rivers.     This   navigation  is   no   longer  given    up 
solely  to  the  labours  and  the  cares  of  Government. 
The  owners  of  boats  plying  on  these  rivers  have 
already  felt  that  it  was  their  patrimony,  and  they 
fix   on   themselves  the  taxes  by  which  the  works 
are  to  be  kept   in  proper  repair.     On  the  ocean 
forts  are  erecting  to  cover  the  roads  of  the  isle  of 
Aix,   and  to   protect  the  vessels  of  the  Republic. 
Every  where  funds  are  raised  for  the   reparation 
and  improvement  of  our  ports.     A  new  bason  and 
locked    sluices    will    terminate    the    harbour   of 
Havre,   and  will  form   an   excellent  port  for  the 
commerce  of  La  Manche.     A   company  of  pilot! 
is  formed   to   secure  the  safe  navigation  of  L'Es- 
caut,  and  to  free  foreign  pilots  from  the  danger  to 
which  an  unknown  navigation  must  expose  them. 
— At  Antwerp  labours  are  begun,  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  restoring  to  its  commerce  its  ancient 
celebrity,  and   the  Government  has  in  contempla- 
tion a  plan  for  forming  canals  to  unite  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Escaut,  the  Meuse,  and  the  Rhine, 
to  give    to  our  docks   those   materials    of  wood 
which  grows  in  our  own  soil,  and  to  our  manufac- 
tures a    perfection  which  the   manufacturers  of 
other  countries  di.-;pute  with  us  on  our  own  terri- 
tory.— The  Islands  of  Martinique,   Tobago,  and 
St.  Lucie   have   been  restored  to  us,  with  all  the 
elements  of  prosperity.     Guadaloupe,  re-conquer- 
ed and  pacified,  returns  to   cultivation.     Guiana 
rises  fiom  a  long  protracted  infancy,  and  assumes 
a  flourishing  appearance. — St.  Domingo  had  sub- 
mitted, and   the  author  of  its  troubles  was  in 
France.     Every   thing   announced   the   return   of 
prosperity,   but  a  cruel   malady  delivered  it  up   to 
new  miseries.     At  length  the  scourge  which  deso- 
lated our  army  has  ceased  its  ravages.     The  force* 
which   now  are  on   the  island,  and   those  which 
will  speedily  arrive  from  our  different  ports,  gua- 
rantee the  prospect  of  its  speedy  return  to  peace 
and  to  commercial  pursuits. — Vessels   arc  setting 
sail  for  the  Isles  of  France  and  Re-union,  and  for 
India. — Our  maritime  commerce  is   seeking  to  re- 
new its  ancient  connexions,  to  form  new  relations, 
and  by  these  efforts   it  gains  new  strength.     Al- 
ready liappy  [experience  and  wise  encouragements 
have   reanimated   a    spirit    for    engaging    in    the 
fishery  which  was  long  the  patrimony  of  France. 
Commercial  expeditions  still  more  important  arc 
formed  or  projected  for  the  West-India  Colonies, 
the  Isle  of  France,  and  the   East-Indies. — Mar- 
seilles resumes   in   the  Mediterranean   its  ancient 
ascendancy. — Chambers  of  Commerce  have   been 
restored  in  the  cities  where  they  formerly  existed. 
New  ones  have  been  established  in   those  places, 
which  by  tlic  extent  of  their  operations  and  the 
importance  of  their  manufactures,  have  appeared 
to  deserve  them.     In   these  associations,  formed 
by  persons  whose  situation  entitles  them   to  the 
honour  of  choosing  the  members,   the  spirit,   a.s 
well    as    the    science   of    commerce   will    revive. 
There  its  interests  will  be  developed,  inseparable 
from   the  intetects   of  the  State.     The  meichaat 
will  there  learn  to  place,   in  preference  to  riches, 
the  consideration  which  honeurs   them,  and  be- 
fore the  enjoyments  of  a  vain  luxury,  that  wise 
economy  which   fixes   the  esteem   of  his  fellow- 
citizens  and   the   confidence  of  strangers.'— Depu- 
ties, chosen  from  the  different  chambers,  will  dis- 
cuss, in  the  presence  of  Government,  the  interests 
of  commerce  and  manufactures,   and  the  laws  and 
regulations   which   circumstances  may  require. — 
In  our  fortes,  by  s£4  and  land,  instruction  and 
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thfr  lore  of  discipline  are  sedulously  inculcated. 
Responsibility  becomes  more  rigid  in  our  military 
corps.     An  economical  Administration   has  suc- 
ceeded to   the  dilapidating    system   of  contracts. 
The  soldier,  better  fed  and  better  clothed,  under- 
stands economy,  and  his  savings,  which  he  throws 
into  the  common  stock,  attach  him  to  his  stan- 
dard as   well  as   to   his  family. — Every  branch  of 
our  finances  becomes  more  productive.     The  col- 
lection of  direct  contribution  is  less  rigorous  with 
regard  to  the  contributors.     In  the  year  six  it  was 
reckoned  that  about  50  millions  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  collectors  of  taxes,  and  payments  were  3  or 
4  years   in  arrears.     At   this  moment  the  sum  in 
the  hands  of  the  collectors  is  not  above   ^  mil- 
lions, and  the  contributions  arc  paid   even  before 
they   are  due. — All  the  rules    which   have    been 
made,  and  all   the  plans  of  Administration  which 
have  been  formed,  give  a  produce  still  increasing. 
The  rules  applicable  to  the  registering  of  commer- 
cial transactions  is  productive  to  a  degree,  which 
attests   the   rapid  movements  of  capital   and  the 
inultiplicity  of  business   which  is  transacted. — In 
the  midst  of  so  many  signs  of  prosperity,  the  ex- 
cess of  the  direct   contributions  is  still   made  a 
ground    of    complaint.  —  The    Government    has 
learnt  from  every  one  ver.'sed  in  the  principles  of 
taxation,  tiiat  the  surcharge  consisted  chiefly  in 
the  inequality  of  the   mode  in  which   the   taxes 
■\yerc  imposed.     Measures   hive  been   taken,  and 
are  carrying  into  efTect,  to  ascertain  the  real  ine- 
qualities which  exist  in  the  different  departraents. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  12,  regular  and  simulta- 
neous  operations   will  have   ascertained   what   is 
the  relation  which  ought  to  exist  betwixt  the  con- 
tributions of  the  different  departments,  and  what 
in  each  department  is   the  just   rate  of  the  land 
tax.     The  moment  that  a  certain  result  has  been 
iixed,  the  Government  will  give  orders  for  those 
alterations  which  justice  requires.      But   in   the 
course  of  this  year,  and  without  waiting  for  those 
results,   it  will  propose  an  important  diminution 
in  the  land  tax,— Innovations  are  still  proposed  in 
our  financi^il  system  ;  but  every  change  is  an  evil, 
if  it  canpot   be  satisfactorily  demonstrated  that 
certain   advantage    would   result   from    it.      The 
Government  will  seek  from  time  and  from  discus- 
sions, weighed  with  all  possible  care,  the  matu- 
rity of  these   projects   which    inexperience   often 
hazard^  ;  which  they  support  by  those  past  ex- 
amples,  the  memory  of  which   has   been   almost 
effaced  from  the  public  mind,  and  on  the  financial 
doctrines  of  a  nation  which,  by  unnatural  and 
exaggerated  efforts,  has  broke  through  every  mea- 
sure of  public  contribution  and   expenditure.— 
With  an  iiiciease  of  revenue  which  no  one  ven- 
tured  to   calculatCj  extraordinary  circumstances 
have  led  to  wants  which  it  was  impossible  to  fore- 
see.—  It   was  necessary  to  reconquer  two  of  our 
colonies,  and  to  re-establish  in  all,  the  power  and 
the  government  of  the  mother  country. — It  was 
necessary,  by  means  sudden  and  too  extended  to 
admit  of  rigid  economy,   to   procure  subsistence 
for  the  capital   and  several  of  the  departments. 
At  least,  however,  the  success  of  the  Government 
has  been  equal  tii  its  efforts,  and  after  these  vast 
exertions,   resources    remain  henceforth    to   gua- 
rantee the  capital  against  the  return  of  want,  and 
to   disconcert  the  projects  of  monopoly. —  In  the 
methodized  statement  of  the  Minister  of  Finance 
will   be  found  a  general  view  of  the  aiftiual  con- 
tributions and  the  different  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,   what  was   their  amount   during   the 
last  year,  what  prospect  of  amelioration  existed  ; 
•^hether^  from  the  mcdc  of  administfiition  or  the 


progress  of  public  prosperity,  what  have  been  in 
the  different  departments  of  the  ministry,  the  ele- 
ments of  expenditure  during  the  year  ten  ;   what 
are  the  sums  still  remaining  to  be  paid  for  that 
and  former  years  ;  what  resource^  exist  to  cover 
them,  whether  arising  from  outstanding  arrears  of 
taxes,   or  from    the  extraordinary  tunds  appropri- 
ated to  pay  offthedebts  contracted  in  these  years, 
and  which   have   not  yet   been   exhausted;  what 
is   the  actual  amount  of  the  publii-  debt ;    what 
has  been  its  increase,  how  it  has  been  diminished 
by  natural  causes,  and  how    its    extinction    has 
been   affected   by  the   sinking  fund. — -In   the  ac- 
count of  the  Minister  of  the  Public  Tieasury  will 
be  seen  a  statement  of  the  receipts,  the  payments 
of  the  year  ten,  what    belongs    to   the   different 
branches  of  the   revenue,   what  is   chargeable   in 
each  year  and   on  each   part  of  the  Administra- 
tion.—The  united  accounts  of  the  two  Ministers 
will  form  a  complete  table  of  our  financial  situa- 
tion.    The  Government  hold  up   with  equal  satis- 
faction the  picture  which  it  presents  to  its  friends 
and  its  detractors,  to  citizens  and  to  foreigners. — » 
After   authoiizing   the   foreseen    expense    of    the 
year   12,  and   appropriating   the   necessary  reve- 
nues,  objects  of  the  greatest  interest  will  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Legislative  Body.     It  is  ae- 
cessary  to  introduce  a  change  into  our  system  of 
coinage.     The  Custom-house   duties  must  be  re- 
organized,  so   as  more  effectually   to  check   the 
progress  of  contraband   trade.     It  is  at  length  es- 
sential to  give  to  France  that   civil  code  so  long 
promised  and  so  long  expected. — Above  all,  pro- 
jets  of  laws  have  been  formed  under  the  observa- 
tion of  Government,  and  matured  in  conferences 
where  commissions  from  the  Council  of  State  and 
the  Tribunate   were   animated  only  by   the   love 
of  truth  and  regard  for  the  public  interest.     The 
same  sentiments,   the  same   piinciplcs    will  guide 
the  deliberation   of   the   Legislators,    and    secure 
to   the  Republic  the  wisdom,    and  the  impartia- 
lity  of    the    laws    which    aie    adopted. — On    the 
Continent,    every  thing  offers  us  pledges  of   re- 
pose   and    tranquillity. — The    Italian    Republic, 
since  the  proceedings  at  Lyons,    has  been  daily- 
strengthening  itself  by  the  more  intimate  imioa 
of  the  people  of  whom  it  is  composed.    The  happy 
harmony  among  the  authorities  bv  which  it  it  go- 
verned, its  internal  administration,  its  military  fuicc 
alieady  give  it  the  character,  and  the  attitude  of  a 
state    long   established,  and   if    wisdom   preserve 
them    they   guarantee  to  it   a  destiny  of  uninter-, 
riipted  piosperity. — Liguria,  placed  utjdcr  a  mix- 
ed constitution,  sees    at   its  head,   and  in  the  hor 
som  of  its  authorities,  all  those  of  its  citizens,  the 
most  estimable  tor  their  virtues,   by   their  illumir 
nation  and  their  foitune. — New   shocks  havecon-t 
vulsed  the  Helvetic  Republ  c.     The  government 
owed  its  support  to  neighbours,  whose  jepose  was 
essential  to  the  repose  of  France,  and  it  will  use 
every  exertion  to  ensure  the  success  of  its  media,- 
tion,  and  with  it  the  happiness  of  a  ptopie  whose 
position,  whose  iiabita,  and  whose  intetests  make 
iX  the  necessary  ally  of  Fiance. — Batavia  suc(;cs- 
sively  takes  possession  of  the  colonics  which  the 
peace  restored   to    her. — Siie  will  ever    remember 
that  Franec  must  ever  be   her   most  uselul  friend 
or  her  most  destructive  foc.-^In  Germany  the  last 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Luneviile  are  cairy- 
ing  into   effect. — Prussia,  Bavaria,  all  the  Secul.ir 
Princes  who  had   possessions  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine  will  obtain  on  ihe  right   bsnk  suitable 
indemnities.— ^The   House  of  Austria    finds  in  the 
bishopricks    of  Salzburgh,   Aischtett,   Trent,  and 
Biixeui  and  the  greatest  part  oi  Pau^  more  tha« 
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it  had  lost  in  Tuscany.  Thus,  by  the  happy  co- 
operation of  France  and  Russia,  all  permanent  in- 
terests are  conciliated,  and  from  the  bosom  of 
that  tempest  which  seemed  ready  to  overwhelm  it, 
the  Germanic  Empire,  that  empire  so  necessary 
to  the  equilibrium  and  the  repose  of  Europe, 
rises  more  powerful,  composed  of  elements  more 
homogeneous,  better  combined  and  more  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  and  opinions  of  tlie  present 
age. — A  French  Ambassador  is  at  Constantinople, 
ehaiged  with  renewing  and  fortifying  the  ties 
•which  attach  us  to  a  power  which  seems  to  be 
threatened  with  destruction,  but  which  it  is  our 
interest  to  sustain  and  to  support  the  foundations 
by  which  it  is  upheld.. — The  British  forces  are 
still  in  Alexandria  and  Malta.  The  government 
had  a  fair  rij;ht  of  complaint,  but  it  has  received 
intelligence  t'hac  the  vessels  which  are  to  convey 
them  to  Europe  are  already  in  the  Mediferanean. 
The  government  guarantees  to  the  nation  the 
peace  of  the  continent,  and  it  is  permitted  to  en- 
tertain a  hope  of  the  continuance  of  maritime 
peace.  This 'peace  is  the  want,  as  well  as  the 
desire  of  all  nations.  For  its  preservation,  the 
government  will  do  every  thing  compatible  v.-ith 
national  honour,  essentially  connected  with  the 
strict  execution  of  the  treaties. — But  in  Enghnd, 
two  parties  maintain  a  contest  fcr  power.  One  of 
those  parties  has  concluded  peace,  and  appears 
desirous  of  maintaining  it.  The  other  has  taken 
an  oath  of  eternal  hatred  to  France.  Hence  chat 
fluctuation  of  opinion  and  of  counsels  which  pre- 
vails.— Hence  that  attitude,  at  the  same  time  pa- 
cific and  menacing. — While  this  contest  of  parties 
continues,  measures  of  precaution  are  what  tiie 
government  is  called  upon  to  adopt.  500,000  men 
ought  to  be,  and  shall  be  ready  to  undertake  its 
defence,  and  avenge  its  injuries.  Strange  neces- 
sity which  miserable  passions  impose  on  two  na- 
tions, whom  interest  and  inclination  mutually 
prompt  to  the  cultivation  of  peace. — Whatever 
success  intrigues  may  experience  in  London,  no 
other  people  will  be  involved  in  new  combinations 
—the  government  says,  with  conscious  pride,  that 
England  alsne  cannOt  inaintnin  a  Struggle  against  Frnncc. 
— But  wc  have  better  hopes,  and  we  believe  that 
in  th»  British  cabinet,  nothing -will  be  listened  to, 
but  the  counsels  of  wisdom  and  the  voice  of  hu- 
manity.— Yes,  doubtless,  the  neace  will  daily  be 
more  consolidated.  The  relation  of  the  two  go- 
vernments, will  assume  that  character  of  good- 
Tvill  which  is  suitable  to  their  mutual  interests. 
A  happy  repose  will  bury  the  recollection  of  the 
long  calamities  of  a  disastrous  war,  and  France 
and  England,  rendering  ;he'r  happines's  recipro- 
cal, will  deserve  t!ie  gratitude  of  tlie  whole  world, 
'. — The  First  Consul.  (Signed)  BuonapartJ. — By 
order  of  the  First  Consul,  the  secretary  of  state, 
n.  B.  Marst. 

Jlrfiortofthe  Cavvnitiee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, to  ZL'hom  was  referred  that  Fart  of  the 
President' s  Mtssage  ivhich  relates  to  discrimi- 
nating and  counter'-jailing  Duties,  and  to  t/ie 
Act   of  the    B)itish  Farhament  on  that  Sub- 
ject.— iVifry  York,  January  21,   1803. — That 
a  duty  of  6  cents  per  son    is  by  law  imposed  on 
all  American  ships  entering  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  U.  States,  from  a  foreign  port,  and  on   any 
ship  or  vessel,  not  of  ihe  U. States,  50  cents  per 
ton  ;   and  that  an  additional  duty  of  10  per  cent, 
on  the  duties  payable  on   goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize,   imported   in   American  bottoms,  has 
invariably  been  imposed  on  such  goods,  wares, 


and  merchandize,  when  imported  in  foreign 
ships  or  vessels. — That  those  discriminating  du- 
ties have  tended  greatly  to  increase  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  U.  States,  have  given  to  the  Ship- 
owners an  advantage  over  foreigners  in  the 
carriage  to  the  U.  States  of  salt,  wine,  brandy, 
sugar,  coffee,  blankets  and  other  coarse  wool- 
lens, coarse  linens,  hemp,  earthen-ware,  and 
ether  bulky  articles,  and  have  enabled  them  to 
be  almost  exclusively  the  carriers  of  all  the  fine 
articles  of  importation  necessary  to  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country.  This  policy,  combined  with 
the  advantages  resulting  from  the  late  war  ia 
Europe,  had  increased  the  American  tonnage 
to  an  amount  (it  is  believed)  not  inferior  to  that 
of  any  nntion  in  Europe,  except  G.  Britain. 

The  effects  of  these  discriminating  duties  did 
not  escape  the  observations  of  those  foreign  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  had  the  greatest 
commercial  intercourse. 

Ey  the  15th  arc.  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  dated  London  lythNov. 
1794. — "  The  Brit.  Government  has  reserved 
the  right  of  countervailing  those  discriminating 
duties — and  the  U.  States  bound  themselves  not 
to  impose  any  new  or  additional  duty  on  the  ton- 
nage of  Brit,  ships  or  vessels,  or  to  increase  tlic 
then  subsisting  difference  between  the  du'-ics 
payable  on  the  importation  of  any  art'clc  inBrir. 
or  American  ships." — It  is  believed  by  your 
Committee,  that  the  Parliament  of  G.  Brit,  by  a 
statute  passed  the  4th  July,  1797,  (in  the  exer- 
cise of  that  reserved  right)  have  exceeded  the 
fair  intent  and  ineaning  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
&c.  &c.  and  thereby  have  secured  to  the  Ship- 
owners of  that  nation  the  exclusive  carriage  to 
G.  Brit,  (in  time  of  peace)  of  some  of  our  most 
important  objects  of  exportation. — They  have 
selected  hsh-oil  and  tobacco  (articles  of  great 
bulk)  as  objects  on  which  the  highest  counter- 
vailing duties  have  been  imposed.  The  coun- 
tervailing duty  on  fish-oil  being  3Gs.  3d.  12-20 
sterling  per  ton  of  252  gallons,  and  upon  tobac- 
co Is.  6'd.  per  100  lbs. —  In  consequence  of  which 
a  Brit,  ship  of  250  tons,  carrying  250  tons  of  oil 
to  G.  Brit,  from  the  U.  States,  will  pay  4531. 
15s.  St.  less  duty  thereon  than  the  same  oil  would 
pay  imported  into  G.  Brit,  in  an  American  ship; 
the  whole  freight  on  such  quantity  of  oil  would 
have  been  prior  to  the  late  v/ar  only  6251.  st.— 
tlie  nett  freight  to  an  American  ship  (after  de- 
ducting the  countervailing  duty  of  4521.  15s.) 
would  of  course  be  only  171l.5s.st. — By  the  same 
operation,  a  Brit,  ship  of  250  tons,  carrying 
400  hhds.  of  tobacco,  of  I200lbs.  each,  to  G.Brit. 
from  the  U.  States,  would  pay  3(501.  st.  less  duty 
than  v/ould  be  payable  on  the  same  quantity  of 
tobacco  imported  in  an  American  ship — the 
whole  freight  at  35s.  st.  per  hhd.  would  only 
amount  to  7001.  st.  which  (after  deducting  the 
countervailing  duty  of  3601.)  would  leave  to  the 
American  a  nett  freight  of  only  3441.  Is.  St.— 
Rice,  when  imported  into  G.  Brit,  in  an  Ame- 
rican ship,  is  charged  with  a  duty  of  eight  pence 
S-10  St.  per  cwt.  more  than  when  imported  in  a 
Brit,  ship;  this  extra  duty  amounts  on  a  tierce  of 
rice  to  3s.  Od.st. ;  the  freight  of  a  tierce  of  rice 
may  be  estin\ated  at  123,  st.  No  persons  will 
give  15s.  yd.  freight  in  an  American  ship,  whca 
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he  can  have  the  same  carried  for  12s  in  a  Eric 
ship. — Pot  and  pearl-ashes  pay  a  countervailing 
duty  of  2.  14.  15d.  the  cvvt.  A  cask  of  ashes  con- 
tains about  3  cwt.  :  the  extra  duty  on  that  by 
an  American,  ship  will  be  i)d.  per  barrel  ;  the 
freight  of  such  barrel  is  presumed  to  be  5s.  or  5s. 
6d.st.  in  times  of  peace;  a  difference  ofSd.st.  per 
barrel,  will  effectually  give  the  carriage  to  Brit, 
ships,  of  all  the  ashes  exported  from  the  U.  States 
to  G.  Brit, — The  Committee  take  leave  to  refer 
the  House  to  a  Table  of  Duties  imposed  by  G. 
Brit,  on  goods  imported  in  American  and  Brit, 
ships,  which  was  prmted  the  last  Session  of 
Congress,  and  is  herewith  exhibited  (No.  3.s£e 
II.  \.  p.  419.)  On  recurring  thereto,  an  important 
countervail  in  the  articles  of  wood  of  all  kinds, 
a  small  one  in  tar,  turpentine,  pitch,  and  other 
articles,  will  be  discovered. — The  Committee 
take  leave  to  state,  thit  the  Pari,  of  G.  Brit.,  by 
a  statute  bearing  date  the  7th  of  May,  130^', 
has  imposed  the  following  new  additional  dimes 
on  articles  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  the 
U.  States,  viz. 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl   Is.  6d.  the  cwt. 
Ginseng     -     -      -    6S.        the  100  bis. 
Indigo(American)  12s.        the  100  bis. 
Bar  Iron     -     -     -   4s.  6d.  the  ton. 
Pig  Iron     -     -     -  4s.  6i.  the  ton. 
■Pitch     -     -     -     -    ys.  8d.     the  last  of  twelve 
Tar     -     -     -     -      2s.  lid.  [barrels. 

Rosin      -      ,      -  4d.  the  100  bis. 

Rice     ...     -  8  J.  the  cwt- 

Tobacco  -  -  3s.  the  100  bis. 
'i'urpentine  -  2s.  the  ton. 
Bees-wax  -  -  5s.  9d.  the  cwt. 
Cotton  (American)  7s.  lOd.  the  100  bis. 
The  countervailing  duty  of  10  per  cent,  being 
also  levied  on  all  those  new  duties  (except  that 
on  tobacco),  adds  farther  to  the  injury  already 
sustained  by  the  American  ships  carrying  such 
articles,  and  secures  to  Brit,  ships  the  exclusive 
carriage  of  the  following  articles,  in  addition  to 
the  obj.ects  already  mentioned,  viz.  indigo,  iron, 
ginseng,  becs-v/ax,  and  the  important  and  bul- 
ky article  of  cotton.  Prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Brit,  statute  of  May  last,  Arner.  cot.  and  indigo 
were  free  of  duty  on  importation  into  G.Brit, 
the  countervailing  duty  on  indigo  will  (in  cause - 
«!juence  of  the  duty  above  stated)  be  Is.  2d.  4-10 
per  lOGlbs.  That  on  cotton  nine  pence  4  10th  the 
100  lbs.  The  freight  or  100  lbs.  of  cotton  may  be 
estimated,  in  times  of  peace,  at  about  8s.  4d.  st. ; 
the  ditTerence  <.f  £)don8s.  4d.  will  give  a  decided 
preference  to  Brit,  over  American  ships. — Thus, 
then,  it  appears,  that  G.  Brit,  by  her  counter- 
vailing act,  has  secured  effectuaJly  the  carrying 
(for  her  own  wants  and  her  foreign  commerce) 
of  our  fish-oil,  tobacco,  pot  and  pearl-ashes,  rice, 
indigo,  and  cotton,  and  having  the  carriage  of 
those  bulky  articles,  the  minor  objects  (except 
naval. stores)  nc-c  being  sufficiently  important  to 
form  entire  cargoes,  will  also  be  carried  in  Brit, 
ships. — The  Committee  take  leave  farther  to 
.state,  that  by  the  same  satute  of  G.  Brit.,  of  the 
7th  of  May  last,  a  duty  of  f  per  cent,  is  imposed 
on  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  (of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  G.  Brit.)  on  their  ex- 
portation to  any  port  in  Europe,  or  within  the 
Streights  of  Gibraltar,  and  of  one  percent,  on 
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similar  goods,  when  exporter!  to  arty  place,  not 
being  in  Europe,  or  within  the  Streights  of  Gi-- 
braltar  ;   thus   subjecting  the  U.  States  to  a  duty 
on  export i  double  that  which  is  paid  by  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.    This  discrimination  your  Com- 
mittee believe  to  be  in  contradiction  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Treaties  existing  between    tlie  U.  States. 
and  G,  Brit.— By  the  statute  of  G.  Brit.,  passed 
the  4tii  July,  1797,    a  duty    of  tonnage  was  im- 
posed on  American  ships  entering  her  ports,    of 
2s.  St,  per  ton.  which  is  admitted  as  a  fair  coun- 
tervail of  the  discriminating  duty  of  44  cents,  per 
ton,  on  their  ships   entering  the  ports  of  the  U. 
States. — From  the  preceding  view  of  the  subject^ 
it  appears   to  your  Committee,   that  Amencati 
vessels  will  be  preferred  to  Brit,  for  the  carrying 
of  all  the  fine  manufactures  of  G.Brit.  ;  but  that 
the  decided  advantages  that  Brit,  ships  now  ha-v: 
over  Americans,  in  the  carriage  of  all  the  bulk/ 
and  important  articles  of  the  U.  States,  necessary 
fur  the  consumption  of  foreign  commerce  of  G. 
Brit.,  will  enable  their  Owners  to  enter  into  ari 
advantageous  competition   with   the   Americans 
in   the  carrying  from  G.Brit,  to  the  U.  States, 
of  Brit,  salt,  and  of  all  the  coarse  and  bulky  ar- 
ticles of  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  G.  Brit. 
for  instance :  I^Ialt  is  charged  with  only  2  cents.- 
per   bushel  more    wlien  imported  in  a  foreign 
ship,  than  when  imported  in  an  American  ship;- 
this  small  extra  duty  has  never  prevented  its  im- 
portation in  Brit,  ships. — Earthen^vare — a  crate 
thereof  will  cost  about  3  1.  st.      The  usual  peace 
freight  of  such  a  crate  presumed  to  be  about  20  oi? 
25  S.St.;  the  extra  duty  thereon,  being  only  Is.  fid. 
St.,  would   be  paid  by  the  Owner  of  a  Brit,  ship 
rather  than  not  obtain  the  freight,— Blankets — a 
bale'of  ten  pieces    will  cost  about  401,  s-t.     The 
usual  peace  freight  about  35s.  st.;  the  extra  duty- 
payable,  if  imported  on  a  Brit,  ship,  will  be  IDs-. 
St. — Wool  Hats,  0.>naburgs,  sail,  canvas,  kerseys, 
negro    cottons,  flannel,  baize,  half-thicks,    and 
in  truth,  all  woollen  cloths  under  2s.  st.  per  yard; 
beer,   porter,  and  a  variety  of  other  bulky  &.-•■ 
tides,  pay  an  extra  duty,    so    small  when  com- 
pared with  the   freight   of  such  goods,  that  the: 
Owners  of  Brit,  ships,  when  assured  of  a  full  re- 
turn freight  from  the  U.  States    to  G,  Brit,  will 
find  it  "heir  interest  to  agree  to  pay  the  extra  duty 
payable  on  such  goods    when  imported    into   t.';i? 
U.  States  in  foreign  ships  or  vessels. — France  alsoi 
has  taken -measures   to  meet  the  operation  of  our 
discriminating  duties.    In  the  2d  year  of  the  Fr. 
Rep.  a  Decree  (jelati've  to  the  Act  of  Navigation 
of  that  Nation)  was  passed,  by  which  a  duty  nf 
tonnage  of  JO  sols  per  ton  was  imposed  on  foreign, 
vessels  entering  the  ports  of  Brance,  and  of  6  sols 
per  ton  on  Fiench  vessels,— In  the  3d  year  of  the 
Fr.Repub,,  a  law  was  passed, imposing  a  duty  or- 
is liv.  15  sols  per'quintal    on  tobacco  imported 
in  Fr.  vessels,  and  of  25  liv.  on  tobacco  imported 
into    the   ports    of   France   in  foreign    vessels; 
which  duty   has  since  been  increased    to  30  liv. 
per  quintal,    when    imported    in  foreign  ships, 
and  to  20  liv.  when   in  Fr.  ships ;  makmg  a  dif- 
ference of  120  liv.  or  22  dollaisand  9Q  cents,  per 
hhd,  of  1200  lbs.  against   the  importation  of  to- 
bacco   into    France  in  American  vessels.     This 
discriminating  duty  amounts,  m  fact,  to  the  pro- 
hibiting of  the  importatioQ  of  tobacco,  in  Avas.-^ 
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rican  vessels  into  France. — ^Your  Committee  fur- 
ther state,  that,  by  a  late  law,  France  has  im- 
posed a  discriminating  duty  of  50  per  cent,  on 
the  duties  payable  on  sug^r,  coffee,  cocoa,  and 
other  \V.  India  good>,  when  imported  in  Fr. 
ships,  or  similar  goods  when  imported  in  foreign 
ships  into  her  ports. — The  Committee  take  leave 
to  exhibit  herewith  [No.  1.]  statement  of  ex- 
ports, imports,  and  tonnage,  as  they  relate  to 
France,  G.Brit,  and  the  U.  States.  And  a  state- 
ment [No.  2.]  shewing  the  exports  from  the  U, 
States  to  the  European  ports  of  G.  Brit,  and 
France,  of  the  following  articles,  to  wit  : — Pot 
and  pearl-ashes,  ginseng,  iron,  pitch,  rosin, 
rice,  tobacco,  tar,  fish-oil,  turpentine,  bees-wax 
and  cotton,  and  the  total  value  of  exports^  to 
those  nations  for  the  year  1802. — Sweden  and 
Denmark,  have  laws  imposing  discriminating  du- 
ties highly  favourable  to  their  carrying  trade. 
Spain  also,  by  its  navigation  laws,  gives  impor- 
tant advantages  to  its  own  shipping  over  those  of 
foreign  nations  trading  to  her  ports.  Holland 
also  has  her  discriminating  duties,  which  in  their 
consequences  are  injurious  to  the  commercial  in- 
terest of  the  U.  States. — Two  modes  have  pre- 
sented themselves  to  your  Com.mittee,  to  obviate 
the  disadvantages  resulting  to  the  carrying  tride 
of  the  U.  States,  from  the  countervailing  and 
discriminating  duties  already  recited.  The  one 
to  increase  our  discriminating  duties,  so  as  to 
meet  the  injuries  row  experienced  from  the 
operation  of  those  and  the  countervailing  duties 
of  other  nations.  The  other  to  relinquish  our 
discriminating  duties,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  nation  to  which  the 
ship  by  whom  the  same  are  imported  may  belong, 
in  favour  of  such  foreign  nation,  as  will  agree 
to  abolish  such  of  their  discriminating  or  coun- 
tervailing duties  as  are  in  their  operation  injuri- 
ous to  the  interest  of  the  U.  States— The  first 
mode  would,  in  its  consequences  lead,  to  a  com- 
mercial warfare  between  the  U.  States  and  fo- 
reign nations.  Admit,  for  instance,  that  the  U. 
States  sh'^uld  increase  her  discriminating  duties, 
will  not  foreign  nations  also  increase  theirs  in 
every  instance,  and  at  every  time  that  the  U. 
States  shall  pursue  their  plan  of  increase  .-  If 
so,  your  Committee  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  beneht  could  arise  to  the  interest  of  the  U. 
States  from  such  a  system. — Ttie  2nd  mode  ap- 
pears to  your  Committee  more  consistent  with 
the  true  interest,  as  well  as  with  the  peaceful  dis- 
position of  the  U.  States.  They,  therefore,  sub- 
mit the  foUov/ing  resolutions  : — Res.,  That  so 
much  of  the  several  Acts,  imposing  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  shipsand  vessels,  and  on  goods,  ware", 
and  merchandize,  imported  into  the  U.  States, 
as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage, 
between  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  U, 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the  U. 
States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  U. 
States,  ought  to  be  repealed  ;  so  far  as  the  same 
respects  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  na- 
tion to  which  such  foreign  ships  or  vessels  may 
belong, — such  repeal  to  take  effect  in  favour  of 


any  foreign  nations,  whenever  the  President 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  di'>criminating  or  coun- 
tervailing duties  of  such  foreign  nations,  so  far 
as  they  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  U. 
States,  have  been  abolished. 

No.  \.— Statement  of  the  Expirts  of  thf  United  Stntes, 
from  the  1st  of  Oct.  I798,  to  the  ^zth  of  Sept.  99. 

Great  Britain  -         -         ■         .     26,346,987 

France  _         -         .         -         -       2,780,504. 

From  the  lit  of  Oct.  1799,  to  ^Ot/i  Sept.  1800. 
Great  Britain             .         .         -         -     27,310,289 
France 5)l<>3»-^33- 

From  the  ist  of  Oct.  iScO,  to  ^oth  Sept.  1801. 
Great  Britain  _         .         .         -    42,132,03s 

France  -  -        _         -        -     11,261,751 

Statement  of  Liporti  of  Gooh  mhject  to  Dd'trs  ad  -valo- 
rem, from  the  1st  Oct.  1799,  to  the  2,0th  Sept.  1800. 

Great  Britain  (Americaa  vessels)  -  28,656,738 
Ditto,  (Foreign  ves'^elsj  -       2,451,096 


France,     (American  ressels) 
Ditto,      (Foreign  vessels)     - 


For.  No.  of  bushels  of  Salt    323,1^6 
American,       ditco  -         860, 9"j 

American  Tonnage  for  1799 
Foreign,  for  the  same  year 


31,107,834 

-       74«'.53 
12,954 


87,130 


616,495 

109,599 

736,094 


No.  2.--E>.-peiris  to 
and   France,  for 


the  European  State!  of  Great  Britain 
the   Year  preceding  the  ^oth  Se^t. 


Ashes,  Pot 
Ashes,  Pearl 
Gcnseng 
Indigo 
Iron,  Bar 

Pig 

Fish  Oil 

Pitch 

Rosin 

Rice 

Tobacco 

Tar 

Turpentine 

Btes  Wax 

Cotton,  Domestic 

Foreign 


Total  Value  of 
thcExp 
each  CO 


c 

ue  of    1 

orts  to  > 
untry.  J 


Great  Britain, 
1828  Tons. 
1496      — 
57,48=;  lbs. 
167,450   — 
16  Tons 

493     — 
19,903  Galls. 
519  Barr. 

T,944    — 

29,703  Tier. 

31,478  Hhds. 

13,131  Barr. 

36,^32     ~ 

88,630  lbs. 

21,015,000  — • 

2,458,919  — 

Dollars. 


France. 
819  Tons 

57    ~ 

161,471  lbs. 


127,128  Gals. 

268  Bar. 

49   — 

7,186  Tier. 

i6,2i6Hhds 

797  Bar. 

173   — 
27,182  lbs. 
1,156,924  — 

750,945   — 


16,467,238 


Dollars. 
7,611,237 


No.  3. — yl  Table,  shelving  the  comparative  Dutiei  faid 
in  the  Ports  of  Great  Britairi,  on  Goods  imported  int* 
Great  B'itain,  in  American,  Foreign,  and  British 
bottoms  since  the  t^th  of  Feb.  1798,  so  far  as  the  tame 
respect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  This  va- 
luable document  will  be  found  in  our  Register, 
Vol.  I.  p.  419. 

LONDON 


LOXnOy,  March    12   to  March   19,   1805, 


TO     R.    B.     SHERIDAN,    E3<i. 

SrR, — I  am  one  ofthose  who  think  that 
t^ie  publishing  of  parliamentary  debates  is 
a  violation  ot  the  spirit  of  the  English  go- 
^•«rnment;  but,  as  long  as  the  publication 
of  these  debates  is  tolerated,  they  appear 
to  be  a  fair  subject  of  comment,  through  the 
s-ame  channel  that  conveys  them  io  the 
world  ;  otherwise,  matter  calculated  to  do 
infinite  injury,  not  only  to  the  character  of 
persons  both  in  and  out  of  the  Legislature, 
but  to  the  public  weal,  may,  under  the 
title  of  debates,  be  circulated,  and  if  socir- 
calated,  must  necessarily  obtain  belief. — 
Upon  this  principle  it  is,  Sir,  that  I  take 
the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  re- 
marks on  a  publicatKm,  which  appeared  in 
the  Morning  Post  of  the  loth  instant,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  speech  delivered  by  you, 
on  the  preceding  day,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  a  motion  {ivc  an  address  to 
his  Majesty  in  consequence  of  his  gracious 
mes-age  relative  to  preparations  for  war. 
Gfthis  speech,  or  pretended  speech,  th« 
passage  to  which  I  more  particularly  allude 
is  this  :— "  We  that  opposed  the  peace, 
*'  said  the  Right  Honourable  Genileman 
*'  (Mr.  Windham),  must  be  presumed  to 
"  be  the  persons  most  rcUicta-nt  to  rene-w 
'^  the  war,  because  our  strongest  motive 
'f  and  argument  for  condemning  the  peac-e 
"  was,  that  it  loft  us  n,o  means  of  resenting 
"  future  injuries,  or,  on  whatever  provo- 
"  catio.n,  of  renewing  future  hostility.  But 
"  he  went  further  still,  for  he  declared, 
"that  EytN  IF  OUR  existhnce  as  a 
"nation  was  the  question,  the 
"peace  had    left    us   without  abi- 

"  LITV    TO     MEET     THE      CONTEST.       This 

"  pusillanimous  dcctrine  Mr,  Sheridan  re- 
"  probated  in  terms  of  animated  indigna- 
*'•  tion  (accojnjjanied  by  applauding  cl/ftrs  fvcm 
*'  all  parts  of  the  llcuse.) — What,  Sir,  he  said, 
"  is  this  the  language  to  hold  atsuch  a  mo- 
"  raent  as  the  pre-^ent }  I  have  heard,  indeed, 
"  that  the  First  Consul  of  France  has  mo- 
^  destly  proclaimed  to  the  vassal  Thrones 
*'  of  Europe,  that  England  is  no  longer 
*'  able  to  contend  m  gle-handed  with 
*"  France — but  I  did  not  expect  to  hear 
*'  this  sentiment  re-echoed  and  acquiesced 
Vol.  III. 
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"  in   by  a  Member  of  the   British    Parlia- 
'Mnent      (Loud  'and    indignant     crv  of 
"  hear  !  hear  f) — Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to 
"  say,  that  whatever    were   the  motives   of 
"  tiiat  7iezv  reluctance  to  war,  which  seemed 
"!0   suddenly    to    have   seized   the   Right 
"  Honourable  Gentleman,   his    reluctance 
"  could  not    be   more  earnest  and  sincere 
"  than  his  own  was,  —  He  deprecated    war 
"  from  every  feeling  of  his  heart,  and  every 
"  suggestion   of  his   reason.     He    adjured 
"  Ministers   to   try   to   their   extent,  what 
"temper,     what    conciliation,   what  even 
"  concession,  with-out  torfeiture  of  honour, 
"could  do; — but  if  all  these  sincerely  at- 
"  tempted  should  fail,  and  the  dire   neces- 
"  sity  of  renewing  the  war  should  be  forced 
"  on  us,  lie  iviidd  tiot  endure  for  a  moment  t(* 
"  be  told,  that  the  energies  of  the  country 
"  were  so  exhausted,  that  we  had  no  course 
"  left  but  submission.    No;  he  trusted,  that 
"in    spite  of  the   audacious    boast   of  the 
"  First    Consul,    that  it    would    be   mani- 
"  ffested  to  him,  and  even  to  the  Right  Hon. 
"Gentleman,     that   there    were    still   left 
"  spirit  and  iesources  in  British  hearts,  not 
"merely  to    protect   the   existence  of  their 
"  country,  but  to   avenge  the   slightest  insult 
'■'' upion  its  honour.^' — Now,  Sir,  I  first  a.^ert, 
that  Mr.  Windham  uttered  no   such    senlil 
ment  as  is  here  imputed  to  him.     He  did 
not  say,  that  this  country  was,  even  in    its 
present  ruined  and  disheartened  state,  im- 
ahk^   sing 'V-,  to  cont€i:d  against  France  \   and,    it 
follows    of   course,    that  your    speech,  as 
reported  in  this  news-paper,  is  a  aross  ?nis- 
represetjtation  o't  i\\(i  s^eutJimeixU  of   the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman;  which  misrepresentatioa 
has  been,  I  perceive,  circulated  through  al^ 
the   numerous  channels  of  the  press,  an^ 
that,  too,   with   uncommon    pains  and  ma- 
lignity. 

But,  Sir,  upon  the  supposition  that  yoii 
did,  on  this  occasion,  speak  the  woids 
ascribed  to  you,  it  seems  to  me  not  im- 
proper ibr  any  one  to  compare  the  opinion 
which  they  convey,  with  opinions  before! 
delivered  by  you,  relative  to  the  same 
subject.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
you  of  certain  circumstances,  in  which  J 
jnyseifiiave  swne  little  contern.—  Ai'ter  the 
O 


387] 


COBBETTS  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


[388 


conclu'^ion  of  the  preliminarie?;  of  peace, 
and  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
you  did  me  the  favour  to  call  at  the  shop, 
which  I  then  kept,  to  enquire  for  a  com- 
plete series  of  the  letters  which  I  had  pu- 
blished on  the  peace.  The  series  was  not 
to  be  had,  but  I  promised  to  send  it  when 
re-printed.  I  seized  this  opportunity  to 
enforce,  bv  some  fe^v  remarks,  the  fearful 
truths  which  I  had  endeavoured  to  impress 
on  the  minds  of  the  public,  and  to  conjure 
you,  by  the  love  that  you  bore,  your  coun- 
try, to  throw  aside,  in  this  her  hour  of 
distress,  all  party  considerations,  and  to 
bend  the  whole  force  of  your  talents  to- 
wards the  prevention,  while  yet  there  \\  as 
time,  of  the  great  and  imminent  daiiger?, 
to  wliich  not  only  her  commercial  and  poli- 
tical  interests,  but  also  her  irjdependence 
and  her  very  existence,  v,-ere  exposed. 
When  my  letters  were  re-printed,  with 
the  addition  of  those  addressed  to  Mr. 
Addington,  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  send 
\ou  a  copy,  accom.panied  with  a  note, 
be^reing;  vou  to  read  them  with  attention, 
and  expressing  mv  hope  that,  wne'ner  i 
was  right  or  wrong,  you  would  be  satisfied 
that  I  had,  at  any  rate,  some  degree  of 
reason,  whereon  to  urge  the  soundness  of 
my  opinions,  and  the  sincerity  of  my  alarm. 
I  was  not,  indeed,  vain  enough  to  ima- 
gine, that  what  I  had  said,  or  what  I  had 
written,  would  produce  any  very  great 
effect  on  you  ;  but,  I  must  confess,  tiiat, 
after  your  memorable  declaration,  your  fa- 
mous effusion  of  "  English  ffeling^'"  as  the 
news-paper  people  phrase  it,  at  the  time 
when  the  country  was  called  upon  to  resist  the 
Northern  Confederacy  ;  I  must  conf^ess  that, 
when  I  recollected  your  having,  on  that 
occasion,  declared  that  ihe  national  fliJg 
ovght  to  he  nailed  to  the  mast,  and  that  ive  should 
irium/ih^  or  sink  in  tin  atteir.fit ;  I  must  confess 
that,  w  hen  I  adverted  to  that  noble  in  tance 
of  your  devotion  to  the  honour  of  your 
countrv,  I  w^as  astonished,  utterly  a^lo- 
iii>hed  and  confoun.ded,  to  hear  your  voice 
amongst  th.ose  of  the  defenders  of  the  preli- 
minary treaty  ;  to  hear  \o\x  say,  that  you 
were^/i3^/cf  a  treaty  that  you  could /.-s/  ie 
jiroud  of\  glad  of  a  treaty  "involving  a  ds- 
'''•  gradation  of  the  national  dignity,  v.iiich 
^^  no  truly  English  heart  cowXa  feel  v,  ith  in- 
"  difference'^,"  a  species  of  joy  very  lit- 
tle compatible,  I  thought,  with  that  nice 
.sense  of  honour,  that  lolty  spirit,  v\!iich 
would  have  counselled  the  sinking  of  the 
nation,  rather  than  yield  th.e  righ.t  of  rum- 
maging the  holds  of  neutral  vessels,  a  right 
which  the  present  ministers  have,  in  reahtv, 

*  bee  rebate,  Fveglitcr,  Vol.  IL  p.  icyG. 


>'-'^    i'or    the   attainment    thereof f"- 
wr,    vou   deckred   most    uncquivo- 


since  surrendered,  vjithcut  extorting  from  jcu 
one  single  word  of  censure  ! 

Having  heard  you  express  your  joy  at  a 
measure,  which  vou  very  explicitly  and 
very  justly  d."Scribed  as  "  involving  a  de- 
'•^ gradation  of  (he  national  dignily^'^  I  \\  as 
somewhat  better  prepared  for  your  justifi- 
cation of  the  definitive  treaty.  Yet,  as 
that  compact  contained  so  many  and  such 
striking  deviations  from  the  basis  of  the 
preliminaries,  as  its  new  concessions  were 
so  great  and  so  shockingly  disgraceful,  and 
as  France  had,  in  the  interim,  made  such 
fearful  strides  of  ambition,  I  was  still  in 
hopes  that,  when  the  treaty  came  to  be  dis- 
cussed, your  "  English  feeling'''  would  finally 
break  forth.  But,  I  was  again  disap- 
pointed. You  sfili  were  glad.  You  styled 
the  treaty,  "  a  deg/ading  treaty,''^  a  "  perilous 
"  and  hclloiv  truce'''"'  ;"'  and  yet  you  concluded 
with  a  motion  for  an  address  to  the  King, 
expressing  an  opinion,  that  the  "  state  of 
"affairs  rendered  Tp^ace  ^o  necessary,  as  to 
^'•■justify  the  iwjiortant  and  painful  sacrifices 
''\^hich  his  Majesty  had  been  advised  to 
"  mal       '■  ' 

Thi 

call},  that  a  compact,  which  was  degrading^ 
perihus^  and  hclloio,  was,  nevertheless,  ne- 
cessary.—  From  what,  then,  I  pray  you,  Sir, 
did  this  imperious,  this  dire  necessity  arise? 
From  the  territorial  aggrandisement  of 
France,  from  the  vast  increase  of  her  mili- 
tary means  and  power  r  or  did  it  arise 
from  the  decrease  experienced  by  us  in  these 
respects  ;  or,  from  the  falling  off  in  our 
commerce,  our  credit,  or  our  pecuniary 
resources  .••  Jf  not  from  these  causes,  it 
will,  I  imagine,  be  impossible  for  you  to 
uretend,  that  from  any  other  causes,  the 
dreadful  necessity,  the  necessity  of  a  disgracejul 
peace^  arose;  and,  not  to  trouble  you  with  the 
detail  of  the  question  :{,  is  there  any  one,  hav- 
ing tl;e  least  pretention  to  common  sense, 
commiOn  observation,  and  common  sincerity, 
who  will  deny,  that  all  these  causes  are,  in 
their  several  degrees,  now  more  powerful 
than  ever  in  their  operation  against  our  abi- 
lity to  wage  war  with  France  ?  How  then, 
Sir,  will  you  reconcile  to  reason,  to  duty, 
and,  above  all,  to  that  consistency  of  which 
\  ou  pro.'ess  to  be  so  tenacious  t  how  will 
>(m  tluis  reconcile  your  jy  at  a  disgracefd 
ju-ace,  tlien,  with  your  lofty  ophiion  of  our 
ability  now  .''  You,  who  would  have  sunk 
the  nation,  rather  than  yield  the  right  of 
searching  neutrals  ;  you,  who  would,  in  a 
contest   for  that  object,  have   nailed  the  fag 

*   Dehates,  Register,  Vol.  II.    p.  1360. 
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to  the  ntn;t,  could  not  have  j-ejoiced at  a  treaty 
by  which  the  honour  of  that  very  jiag^  an  honour 
handed  down  to  us  amongst  the  most  pre- 
cious and  nio.st  sacred  legacies  of  our  lore- 
falliers,  was  hasely  surrendered ;  you  could 
not  possibly  hnve  rejoiced  at  a  peace  like 
this,  unless  you  believed  your  country  to 
be  totally  unable  to  continue  the  war;  and, 
jfjou  thought  her  nnahle  to  continue  the 
Avar,  "  with  all  appliances  and  means  to 
"boot,"  on  what  ground  do  you  think  her 
able  to  renew  it,  when  stripped  ot  the  far 
greater  part  of  those  means? 

Leaving  you  to  answer  these  questions, 
Sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  make  a  lew 
remarks  on  the  remainder  of  the  speech 
ascribed  to  you.  You  are  made  to  sav  ; 
*'  1  deprecate  war  iiom  every  feeling  of 
*'  my  hear',  and  every  suggestion  of  my 
"  reason.  I  adjure  the  minister  to  (ry,  to 
*'  their  extent,  what  temper,  what  conci- 
•'  liation,  what  even  co-.iccssLfi^  without  for- 
"  feiture  of  honour,  can  do."  It  does, 
then,  strike  you,  Sir,  that  co7/r<fj'j-/t'«  can  still 
be  made,  "  without  forfeiture  of  honour?" 
And  yet  you  'f  will  not  r,ndure  to  be  told, 
"  that  the  energies  of  the  country  are  ex- 
"  hausted,  and  that  there  is  no  coarse  left 
"but  submission!"  Mr.  Windham  did 
not  say,  or  ihsinuatc,  that  there  was  no 
other  cow^e  left :  he  contradicted  your 
construction  of  his  meaning,  though  the 
news-papers  did  not  insert  his  contradic- 
tion. But,  supposing  he  had,  with  what 
degree  of  consistency  could  his  assertion 
have  been  reprobated  by  him  who  had 
publicly  declared  his  jy  at  a  peace,  "  in- 
"  volving  a  degradation  of  the  natio7ial  digfiity,'" 
and  who  was  willing  to  make  furrJicr  con- 
Cessior.s^  who  was  even  now  willing  to  add  to 
that  degradation^  rather  than  go  to  war  ?  Is 
it  for  such  a  man  to  rail  against  '■'■  JiusiUam* 
*' OToz/j- doctrine  f"  Is  it  tor  such  a  man  to 
impute  pusillanimity  to  those  who  would 
have  continued  the  war  rather  than  have 
made  the  treaty  of  Amiens  ?  The  House, 
too,  we  are  told,  joined  in  a  "  loiid  ar.d  in- 
*^  di^nant  cry  cf  l,ear  '.  hear  f^''  1  rejoice  at 
this  mark  of  spirit,  but  I  cannot  forget, 
that  the  same  cheering  applause,  the  same 
^'' loud  cry  of  hear  l  hear 'd^  was  bestowed  on 
you,  when  you  declared,  that  the  peace 
was  "  what  every  man  must  be  glad  of, 
"  but  what  no  man  could  be  proud  of  as 
'•  being  a  peace  involving  a  degradation  ot 
"  the  fialional  dignity,  wi/tch  no  truly  Eng- 
"  lish  heart  could  feel  v%itli  inditierence," 
I  cannot  forget  this,  S^r,  and.  therefore,  I 
am  less  disposed  to  envy  you  the  honour  of 
these  animating  ch.eers, — "  Mr.  Sheridan 
*'  trusted,  that,  in  spite  of  the  atidaciiin 
"  boast  of  the  First  Consuh  it  wtulJ  be 
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"  manifested  to  him,  and  even  to  the  Right 
"  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  there  were  still 
"  left  spirit  and  resources  in  British  hearts,^ 
"  not  merely  to  protect  the  existence  of 
<'  the  country,  but  to  avenge  the  slight- 
"  EST  il^^■uh  upon  its  honour.''' 


"  Fine  words  !  !  v/ouder  where  you  i.'s/i?  '^m  '." 

Not,  surely,    from  those  who   rejoiced  at  a 
peace  "  involving   a  Jegradation   of  the   na- 
'■'■tional  dignity;"   but,  probably,  from  those 
who    reprobated   that    disgraceful   feeling, 
which     was    most   happily     done   by  Mi\ 
Grenvijle,  in  his  speech  on  the  preliminary 
treatv*-.     These  fine  words  were  not  stolen 
from'Mr.  Addington,  who  said,  that  "  ano- 
"  ther  campaign  would  have  cost  forty  mil- 
"  lions,  and  that  even  certain  success  would 
"  not  have  been  worth  such  a  price;"  who 
also  told  the  House^  that  *'  the  duty  of  ne- 
''  gotiation   begun  when  all  hopes  of  conti- 
"  nental  aid,    in    checking    the     power    of 
"  France,  ii-crc  at  an  eadf,^'  and  who   has 
since  explicitly  declared,  on  several   occa- 
sions, that  England  alone  camot   maintain  a 
contest    against  France.     Nor   did   the  voice 
of    the    people   furnish  these  fine   words; 
the  deluded  and  debased  people,  who   vo- 
luntarily  became  the  cattle  of  Lauriston, 
and  who  insulted  their  Sovereign  by  draw- 
ing   the    republican   emissary    in   triumph 
under  the   very  windows  of  the  palace  of 
St.    James  ;     the     grovelling,     the    selfish, 
the  swinish  multitude,  who,  in  answer  to 
the  warnings  of  those  who  foresaw  the  pre- 
sent dangers,  insultingly   grunted   in  their 
ears,    '•'•peace    and    a    large    loaf l'^     Is    it 
amongst  these.  Sir,  that  you  expect  to  find 
tliose  "  British   hearts  to  avenge   the  slightest 
"  insult  upon  the  honour  of  the  country  r" — 
Yes,  Sir,  these  are  fine  words,  but   words, 
withoutcorresponding actions,  never,  except 
the   adversary  be  very  contemptible,  tend 
to  any  useful  purpose.     The  Indians,  ^\ho 
are  great  adeptsin  thehostile  useof  the  voice, 
always  reserve  their   war-whoop  till   they 
are  ready  to  rush  upon  the  foe.     Bluster  is 
as    far   iiorn    spirit   as    hypocrisy    is   from 
piety.     The    ba;"king    cur    seldom    gives 
more  than  a  cowardly  snap  ;  whereas   the 
silent,    modest,     brave    and    faithful   race, 
which  v.'sre  once  the  symbol   of  English- 
.men,     and    against    which  you    and    Mr. 
Wilheriorce    have    su-orn  eternal  hatred, 
attack  "wiihout  a  menace,  quit  their  hold 
but   with   their   lives,    and   die   vvithout  a 
groan,    ,,  I'hey      Avant     no     cheering^    Sir; 
no  halico ;   nolhi:ig  to  blind  and  intoxicate, 
iioL.'iing    to  ,le:,5en    the  magnitude  of  their 
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danger.  The}'  want  no  caressing,  no  coax- 
ing, no  flattering  :  thev  are  not  to  be  urged 
on  by  these  low  arts  :  the  threat  of  their 
antagonist  creates  the  combat,  on  which 
they  enter  with,  sober  resolution,  and  from 
which  they  are  not  to  be  driven  by  blows, 
by  hunger,  or  by  hiss  of  limbs.  Here,  Sir, 
is  a  picture  of  real^  and  mock,  "  English 
*''■  split  ;-^  and  most  sincerely  do  I  wisii, 
that  this  first  of  national  qualities  may  be 
found,  at  the  present  awful  crisis,  in  the 
hearts  of  our  countrymen.  But,  Sir,  if  it 
be  not,  if,  contrary  to  my  prayers,  they 
should  be  found  wanting  in  this  their  last 
means  of  protection  against  the  ambition, 
the  rapacity,  and  the  tyranny  of  France,  let 
not  the  evil  be  attributed  to  that  handful 
of  statesmen  and  of  true  patriots,  who  pro- 
tested against  that  "  degradlvg  treaty"  of 
which  you  were  "glad." 

Having  trespassed  so  long  on  your  time, 
Sir,  I  will  venture  a  little  further,  in  order 
to  make  an  observation  or  two  on  the  sub- 
ject of  unanhnity,  wliich  you  are  represented 
as  strongly  recommending  in  the  close  of 
your  speech.  And  here,  let  me  ask,  if  you 
could  possibly  think  your  treatment  of  Mr. 
"VVindhnm's  speech  likely  to  coniribute  to- 
wards this  most  desirable  object?  There  is 
a  sort  of  unaiiimity,  which  some  men  pro- 
duce by  forcing  all  others  to  adopt  tiieir 
own  opinions,  and  to  acknowledge  them- 
selves their  inferiors ;  but,  as  I  imagine, 
you  could  scarcely  hope  to  effect  this  ob- 
ject with  regard  to  those  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  who  compose  what  is  called  the 
New  Opposition,  it  appears  to  me,  that  your 
unaniniity  must  mean,  an  union  of  all  others, 
to  the  exclusion  of  that  Opposition.  This 
tinion  niay  possibly  take  place,  and  it  may 
last  for  a  little  while.  Nay,  if  the  coun- 
try can  be  saved  by  it,  1  wish  it  may  last  for 
ever ;  for  I  should  be  ashamed  to  think 
with  men,  who  do  not  set  the  good  of  their 
country  far  above  all  other  consider- 
ations. There  are,  too,  some  strong  mo- 
tives to  such  an  exclusion.  Both  the  Par- 
liament and  the  people  now  clearly  per- 
ceive the  superior  penetration,  or  the  supe- 
rior virtue,  of  the  New  Opposition,  whose 
apprehensions  and  whose  predictions  have 
all  been  t'ultilled;  but,  both  the  Parliament 
and  the  people  recollfct,  that  they  rejected 
the  counsel  and  derided  the  forebodings  of 
these  gentlemen,  whose  elevation  to  power 
would  operate  as  an  almost  unbearable  re- 
proach on  ninety- nine  hundredths  of  the 
liation,  who  would  instantly  take  the  coun- 
sels, if  they  could,  with  any  probability  of 
success,  be  divided  liwun  the  men.  Tiie 
JSJew  Oppo'^ition  fnay,  there,fore,  remain,  as 
f9  yieyys  on   the   govcnuncr.t,  perfect  y   at 


their  ease.  When  the  hour  of  distress,  of 
dire  necessity,  arrives,  the  reins  of  power 
will  fall  into  their  hands,  and  not  one  mo- 
rnent  sooner  ;  and,  that  this  hour  may  never 
arrive  must  be  the  wish  of  every  man,  who 
had  the  courage  to  meet  and  to  bear  the 
odium  of  opposing  the  peace  of  Amiens. 
The  conduct  of  these  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men has,  during  (he  whole  of  their  opposi- 
tion, been  such  as  every  sensible  and  honest 
man  must  view  with  admiration.  As,  in 
their  reprobation  of  the  peace,  they  totally 
disregarded  the  popular  clamour  that  was 
artfully  and  basely  raised  against  them  ;  as 
they  were  undepressed  by  the  defeat  ot 
their  great  and  memorable  exertions,  so 
have  they  discovered  no  elevation  at  the 
accomplishment  of  all  they  foretold.  They 
have  betrayed  no  marks  of  triumph,  have 
repaid  the  reproachful  with  no  reproaches, 
the  insolent  with  no  insults.  They  have, 
from  the  signing  of  the  preliminaries  tc5 
the  present  day,  made  no  attempt  to  em- 
barra'is  the  ministers  j  and,  if  the  pub- 
lic aiTairs  suffer  from  any  fault  of  theirs,  it 
will  be  from  that  of  their  forbearance,  \vhich 
has,  in  my  opinion,  bsen,  in  several  instances, 
carried  much  too  far.  1  do  not  call  upon 
you,  Sir,  to  acknowledge  th.e  contrast  which 
this  conduct  forms  with  that  of  tht-  Old  Op- 
position ;  but,  I  do  trust,  that  it  is  per- 
ceived, and  acknowledged  with  gratitude, 
by  all  those  who  yet  retain  a  due  sense  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  a  due  regard  for  the 
welfare  and  honour  of  the  country. — 1  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Sec. 
London,  15  March,  1803.  w.  cobbett. 

ON     LDRD    ST.   VINCENT    .\  N  D    T.'iE    N.Wy. 

Sir, — .NVhat  Lord  St.  Vincent's  conduct  hss 
been  when  coniiiianding  a  fleet  at  :,ca,  forms  no 
part  of  my  prc-sent  enquiry  :  liut  liis  conduct  as 
First  Lord  of  ilie  Admiralty,  and  the  conduct  of 
those  naval  conimissioiicis  he  ha.'?  pbced  at  tliat 
El  ar.i,  I  propusc  to  inqune  into.  T  hey  were  t;ut 
a  short  time  fixed  in  office  when  they  began  to 
hint  At  abiises  existing  in  tlie  different  naval  departs 
ments  ;  the  new  papers  warmly  took  up  the  sub- 
jf  ct,  and  though  mostly  ditTeriiig  fiom  each  other 
in  all  other  points,  they  were  ua  iiimcus  in  the 
prai.-.e  (some  in  the  most  fulson^.e  terms)  of  this 
untiied  Admiralty.  All  stated  the  exi.'-ting  abuses 
as  enormous  ;  but  congratulated  the  public  on 
the  prospect  of  their  being  speedily  eradicated,  as 
from  the  lionour,  integrity,  and  ability,  ofthepre-r 
sent  Koard  of  Admiralty,  every  wise  and  just  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted  to  remove  the  evil  Find- 
ii'g  this  language  become  popular,  the  Admiralty 
spoke  out  more  strongly,  and  these  abuses  became 
ihe  constant  snliject  of  th.eir  conversation,  and  of 
tl.ir  correspondence  with  the  subordinate  hoards, 
always  adhering  to  gsireral  terms  and  never  spe- 
cifying any  thing.  In  short,  a  person  unac- 
quainted with  the  real  state  of  this  country  and 
hearing  this  general  cry  of  abuses  in  the  navy, 
from  those  persons  just  placed  at  ilie  head  of  it, 
must  naturally  have  coaciuded,  that  through  (he 
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wliole  of  the  long  n-ar  just  terminated,  uiir  navy 
had  been  diigraccd  and  beaten  in  all  jiarts  of  tlie 
world.  'I'liat  our  iiiips  had  been  fent  out  in  a 
state  unfit  to  keep  the  sea,  and  destitute  of  all  de- 
scription iif  stores,  ike.  tiiat  on  investigation  tlitse 
melancholy  events  were  to  be  attributed  to  th« 
niiscoiidutt  and  corruption  ot  the  civil  depart- 
ment of  the  navy,  and  tht  total  negligence  of  the 
two  former  Boards  of  Admiralty,  \v!io  had  Guffcr- 
ed  such  abuses  to  exist  without  taking  the  trouble 
to  inquire  into  them.  It  was,  therctoie,  left  for 
the  abilities  of  tlic  present  Board  to  discover  the 
Origin  of  our  disasters,  and  foi  tlieir  integrity  to 
finil  the  remedy.  Kut  uhat  is  the  real  and  noto- 
lious  fact  ?  Is  there  a  dissentient  voice  in  the 
country,  when  I  assert  that  our  fieets  have  been 
victorious  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  have 
been  enabled  to  ke;  p  tlie  sea  in  all  clinics  and  in 
•ill  seas'ius,  and  v.'hy  ?  Fiom  the  excellent  state 
in  which  they  were  sent  out  from  our  Dock  Yards, 
and  from  the  legular  supplies  of  stotes  and  provi- 
sions furnished  them  from  hence  in  all  the  variotis 
parts  of  the  jlobe  in  which  they  have  been  serv- 
ing. Does  not  the  country  know  that  we  have 
had  nearly  700  ships  of  war,  and  nearly  140,000 
seamen  I  And  can  that  system  be  radically  bad 
which  has  enabled  us  to  make  such  exertions  ?  and 
is  it  possilile  there  can  have  been  great  negligen- 
ces whete  such  exertions  have  been  made  .'  Wlut 
then,  it  may  be  questioned,  is  the  object  of  the 
prejent  Admiralty  in  acting  as  they  do  ?  \^'lly, 
by  affecting  to  root  out  abuses,  to  gain  popula- 
rity, to  reJlect  upon  their  predecessors  in  office, 
and  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  public  to  great 
changes  they  aic  desirous  of  makmg  in  the  civil 
departments,  by  which  they  may  get  rid  of  per- 
.sons  obnoxious  to  themselves,  and  bring  lorward 
their  own  friends  and  depenueiits.  These  changes 
the  First  Lord  did  not  wisli  to  propose  of  himself, 
the  job  would  be  too  glaring,  and  possibly  his 
M..jcsty  to  whom  such  plans  must  be  submitted 
in  council  might  have  objected,  ashis  dislike  of 
chancre  and  innovation  (except  uiion  strong 
grounds)  is  well  known,  ihe  plan  was,  there- 
fore, so  soon  as  the  alarum  of  abuses  had  been 
sounded  long  enough  to  take  the  public  voice 
with  him,  to  apply  to  Parliament  to  appoint  com- 
nii'-sioners  to  inquire  into  all  the  departments  of 
the  navy,  who  are  directed  not  only  to  examine 
into  the  ahuwi,  but  aho  to  propo.ve  any  cJumgi's  to 
any  exlciit,  in  any  of  the  departments,  even  to  the 
length  of  abolishing  or  creating  offices.  'Ihese 
commissioners  are  sent  into  the  department  of 
the  greatest  extent  and  magnitude  in  the  country, 
of  w.iich  none  of  them  hdvc  !he  smallest  previous 
knowledge,  tor  tlie  two  naval  connnissioners  can 
liave  no  acquaintance  witli  the  ci-vil  hritnch  of  tjie 
service,  and  it  would  take  a  long  iimc  to  give 
them  the  degree  of  knowledge  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  business,  and  more  than  the  longest  time 
that  can  be  possibly  sup[)oscd  for  the  duiation  of 
their  commission  to  enable  them  to  understand 
the  system  sufficiently  to  make  it  ptopc r  for  them 
to  propose  measures  for  radically  altering  and 
amending  it;  a  system  established  by  James  the 
Second,  when  Duke  of  York,  with  the  assi'.tance 
of  thrtt  able  man  Pcpys,  his  secretary,  a  system 
under  which  our  navy  has  grown  to  11  s  present 
magnitude  and  celebrity,  and  has  been,  and  is,  the 
admiration  and  envy  ot  the  world.  These  com- 
missioners have  been,  mostly,  nominated  by  the 
First  Lord,  their  sccretaiy  \^ k  protcgi  of  Mr.  Tnc- 
ker,  who  is  secretary  to  the  First  Lord,  and  their 
instructions  are  to  be  given  from  the  King  a4id 
Council,  which  is^  in  t^ct,  from  the  First  Lord, 


as  he  is  to  propose  to  the  King  and  Council  the 
instructions  proper  to  be  given  to  th«m.  Thus 
circumstanced,  appointed,  and  instructed,  what 
repoit  ca«  be  given  by  them,  hut  such  as  is  fa- 
vi'urabie  to  the  views  of  the  Fir^t  Lord  ?  But  to 
return  to  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty.  Tl.iy 
appear  to  have  entered  into  office  with  the  idea, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  in  existence  as  an  ho- 
nest man,  and  as  their  ignoianceof  the  depart- 
ment over  which  they  were  appointed  to  preside, 
led  them  to  believe  every  man  in  it  had  the  means 
(if  defraudiiig  the  public,  they  took  it  for  granted 
he  n^ade  advantage  of  it.  'I'herefore  the  v^holc 
tenor  of  their  conduct,  language,  and  correspon- 
dence to  every  board  and  individual  under  them 
was  of  the  coarsest  and  strongest  nature,  and  evi- 
dently calculated  to  shew  their  more  than  suspi- 
cions. At  the  same  time  it  was  understood,  that 
all  infoimations,  anonymotis  or  otherwise,  fioin 
any  source  whatever,  which  could  go  to  the  ac- 
cusation of  any  officer  or  [)erson  in  trust,  would 
be  received  witii  avidity  by  the  Admiralty  ;  this 
was  of  course  taken  advantage  of  by  the  lowest 
description  of  people,  many  of  whom  having  betii 
discharged  from  the  ditterent  Dock  Yards,  hud 
CfMisequentlv  borne  enmity  to  the  per-ons  they 
conceived  to  have  been  instrumental  to  their  dis- 
charge. Their  infoimation  was  inimediaciv  at- 
tended to,  and  committees  of  the  commissionei  s 
of  the  navy  sent  down  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
stated.  In  most  instances  they  appeared  to  have 
originated  in  malice,  and  to  have  little  or  no 
foundation  ;  however,  Lord  .St;  Vincent  wjs  sti  i 
so  desirous  of  encouraging  this  mode  of  intelll- 
ger.cc,  that  he  directed  a  paper  to  be  put  up  ia 
Chatham  Dock  Yard,  retutning  !iis  tliinks  to  an 
anonymous  correspondent  for  his  inform^ti m. 
In  some  instances  his  lordshif)  thought  siiificienc 
misconduct  was  brought  home  to  some  of  the 
officeis  in  the  different  yards  to  enable  him  to  or- 
der their  discharge.  Mr.  Marshall,  the  n^aster 
shipwright  at  Plymouth.,  was  one  of  the  first  vic- 
tims to  these  informations.  The  charges  against 
him  did  not,  in  any  instance,  impeach  his  inte- 
giity,  an  I  went  only  to  attribute  to  him  negll- 
treiicc,  in  particular  points  of  which,  l)is  general 
conduct  acquitted  him.  In  his  defence,  he  declared 
the  weight  ot  businc-s  in  his  depanment  in  time 
of  war,  was  such  as  made  it  totally  impracticable 
tor  any  man  to  attend  strictly  to  all  the  checks 
reqaiied  by  his  oflice  in  his  own  person  ;  he  \<.a» 
ncce-sitHtcd  theiefoie,  in  some  iust.mces,  and  in 
those  which  were  now  brought  against  him,  tti  de- 
pend on  his  clerks,  who,  it  appeared,  had  been 
guilty  of  misconduct.  It  whs  conceived,  that 
Liiid  St.  V^inccnt,  wiio  liad,  when  in  command  of 
the  western  squadron  borne  ihe  strongest  testi- 
mony of  apj3iobation  to  Mr.  Marshall's  conduct, 
for  his  great  exertions  in  supplying  the  fleet  at 
Torbay,  would  on  this  occasion  have  attended  to 
the  representations  made  by  son^e  of  Mr.  fvlat- 
shall's  superior  oliicers,  who  "Stated  he  was  a  mo.sC 
able  and  active  servant  of  tlie  public,  and  that 
his  conduct  had,  (or  many  years,  been  most  praise- 
worthy ;  but,  no  j  Lord  St.  Vincent's  answer  wat. 
(and  it  deserves  to  be  recorded)  that  "  gf.neral 
"■  good  conduct  was  never  to  be  set  against  hiJi- 
«  liidual  whcsnduci."  Thus  fell  Mr.  Marshall.  How 
his  place  h;is  been  stippiicd  has  already  been  no- 
ticed by  you  .Mr.  Cobbctt  in  yt>ur  Register,  but  may 
as  well',  perhap';,  be  shortly  jt.ited  "here  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Tueker  (the  brother  to  Lord  St.  Vincent's  late 
purser,  but  now  secretary  and  commissioner  of 
the  navyj  who  a  few  months  before  b.id  been 
in  a  most  unconstitutional  and  unprecedented 
O  3 


S§5] 


COBBETT'S  ANNtJAL  REGISTER. 


[39(5 


manner,  brought  from  the  situation  of  a.  sliip- 
tvri;;ht  in  a  merchant's  yard,  and  made  aishtant 
to  Mr.  Marshal!,  was  appoinied  to  socceed  him,  in 
pretercnce  to  seventeen  peison?,  who,  at  that 
time  held  the  office  of  assistants  to  the  master 
shipwrights,  all  of  whom  had  been  regularly  edu- 
cated and  promoted  in  the  K  ngJe  Dock-Yard?, 
and  from  which  body  it  had  bten  the  invaiiahle 
custom  to  select  any  new  master  shipwriglit  to  be 
appointed.  The  conduct  of  the  First  ],oid  on 
this  appointment  is  worthy  of  notice;  he  called 
(as  I  have  been  informed}  upon  the  Commission- 
errs  of  the  Na-vy,  as  the  persons  best  acquainted 
wiih  the  characters  anr'  conduct  of  the  Dock- 
Yatd  officers,  to  make  a  return  of  the  namtsof 
those  persons  they  considered  best  qualified  to 
supply  Mr.  Marshall's  place.  The.-e  gentlemen 
returned  him  lists  of  names  selected  from  the  se- 
Tcnteen  assistants  above-mentioned.  Mr. 
*I"ucker's  name  did  not  appear  In  any  of  thtm, 
as  his  character,  both  as  an  artificer  wnd  a  man, 
vas  wholly  unkno'.vn  to  them.  It  may  be  pie- 
<umed  his  lordship  hrpeJ  the  Commi-sionc.-s  of 
the  Navy  would  have  inserted  Mr.  T.'s  name  in 
their  lists,  which  would  have  jiisti.'ied  j/im  in  se- 
lecting him,  but  hi?  hofes  were  not  answced.  Ml- 
W3?  therefore  obliged  to  appoint  iVIr.  Tucker,  in 
deliance  of  the  reccmiriend^tinns  he  had  himself 
desired.  If  I  have  been  misinfor:ned  upon  ihis 
subject,  which  I  trust  I  have  not,  refutation  can 
be  easily  given,  but  1  believe  1  am  not  vuiteii.iHy 
■wrcn^.  Mr.  T.'r.  ignorance  of  his  business,  you  Mr. 
Cobhett  have  alicady  given  an  exampie  of,  in  his 
conduct  respecting  the  ship  Mars.  In  his  con- 
duct rcsntcting  a  quantity  of  ti?r.ber  he  tound  in 
the  Dock-Yard  at  Plymouth,  which  he  proposed 
to  the  Navy-Board  ro  have  applied  to  interior 
purposes,  beipg,  as  lie  stated,  wholly  ur.iit  for 
those  it  was  laid  in  for;  he  attempted  lo  fix  a 
most  heavy  charge  against  bis  predecessor,  Mr. 
Marshall,  hut  the  Board  would  not  comply  with 
the  proposition,  without  ordering  a  strict  survey 
of  tlie  timber  to  be  lield  by  certain  (^fiiccrs  (of 
whom  Mr.  Tucker  was  one)  ;  the  result  has  been 
that  ufwards  of  four-tifths  of  th.u  timber  is  re- 
ported fit  for  the  uses  for  •which  Mr.  Marshall  re- 
ceived it!  1  have  thought  it  right  to  go  through 
the  whole  of  one  transaction,  that  you  may  form 
seme  idea  of  the  conduct  of  the  present  Admi- 
raltv,  and  I  can  assure  you,  this  is  the  character 
of  every  change  they  have  made.  Tlie  li^id  sc- 
•verity  with  which  every  individual  is  pcitecuttd 
on  the  slightest  suspicion  of  blame,  is  such,  tt-.at 
the  whole  of  the  Dock-Yards  are  p.nnic  struck 
and  paralysed  ;  all  those  officers  v-ho  have  any 
means  of  subsistence  in<lependcnt  of  their  situa- 
tion, arc  retiring,  preferring  the  smallest  pittance 
to  the  being  daily  subject  to  this  system  of  ter- 
ror; amongst  those  that  remain,  all  confidence  is 
destroyed.  No  officer  will  venture  to  execute  any 
order  that  is  not  defined  ia  tht  clearest  manner  ; 
instead  of  that  zeal  hitherto  shewn  for  forward- 
ing tlie  public  service,  the  object  is  now  to  do 
thiir  duty  in  so  exact  a  manner  as  shall  save  them 
from  punishment  ;  nor  would  any  service,  how- 
ever pressing,  be  now  furwardtd  till  the  most 
scrupulous  attention  h.id  been  paid  to  every  mi- 
nute form,  that  could  preclude  them  from  a  future 
charge  (  f  inattention.  The  inconvenience  aris- 
ing from  this  is  already  expeiicnced-  the  .sup- 
plies of  timlcr  are  stopped,  and  the  respectable 
Ditrchants,  who  have  hitherto  contracted  with 
the  Navy-Uoard  for  that  'article,  tlcclaie  they 
can  do  so  no  longer,  vvhile  the  present  rigid 
eystem  of  receipt  is  continued.  Eut  should  ai:v 
>»tt£»rtUHatf    wircumstance  srise  which    »)nll    re- 


quire this  country  lo  m.ike  any  sudden  exeition, 
and  to  arm  for  its  defence,  then  will  it  prove  most 
fatal,  and  the  full  extent  ot  the  evil  will  be  found, 
alas  !  too  late  ;  and  we  shall  have  nothing  left  us 
hut  to  execrate  the  names  of  those  persons,  wlio, 
by  their  aibittai  v  conduct,  violence,  and  partiality 
h.tve  deprived  the  country  of  her  greatest  and 
most  glorious  defence  *. 

Let  us  look  back  to  the  period  when  the  late 
war  hi(/KC  out,  and  consider  what  the  situation 
of  the  country  was  at  that  moment,  and  we  shall 
see  what  may  be  done  in  bringing  forward  a  fleet, 
^\hen  there  is  a  man  at  tlic  head  of  the  naval  de- 
pnrtuient  ^^ho  has  only  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try at  heart,  and  whose  wish  is  to  protect  and 
support  those  v.ho  are  entrusted  v/ith  the  execu- 
tive part  of  the  service  placed  under  his  charge. 
The  Earl  of  Chatham  was  then  at  the  head  of  the 
naval  department,  and  had  heen  so  for  "hiee  or 
four  years  before.  At  that  period,  none  of  the 
various  innovations  and  chaug'rs  had  tiikcn  place, 
which  have  since  l-.een  cavrie;!  to  such  an  extent 
as  has  ricariy  clianged  tlie  whole  constitution  of 
the  civil  dep.ivtment  of  the  navy,  and  it  is  much 
to  be  fcjied  vili  end  in  its  dcsiruction.  His 
l(5'-dship  SRV.'  the  wisdom  of  the  old  institutions, 
and  tiiOLiph  strongly  and  most  peiseveringly  so- 
licited and  pres  ed  to  sanction  chaiijts  and  inno- 
vations, steadily  refused  assent  to  thetn,  aiid  shew- 
ed, by  the  wliole  ot  his  conduct,  that  he  consi- 
dered the  establishments  as  he  found  them,  per- 
fectly competent  to  carry  on  the  service,  pro- 
vided the  difrercnc  officers  did  their  duty,  and  that 
they  might  have  every  cncouvaj^ement  to  do  so, 
he  supported  their  consequence  in  their  difTercnt 
depariinents,  and  held  out  every  encouragement, 
hy  unitoimlv  promoting  the  officers  ia  the  Dock- 
'i  ards,  according  to  i  heir  character  and  length  of 
service,  without  reg;frd  to  interest  or  recomnienda- 
tiini,  and  in  ro  j?iii'..-r;r<' bringing  in  any  person  to 
a  situation  io  t'le  Dock-Yards,  to  the  detriment 
of  those  already  established  there.  Thus  situated 
was  our  naval  establishment  when  the  war  broke 
out,  and  the  consequences  were  such  as  might  be 
expetied  from  so  happy  a  ,'tate  of  things.  The 
rapidity  wih  which  our  fleet  was  equipped  ard 
sent  to  sea  was  unprecedented,  and  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  taken  place,  but  for  the  zeal  with 
which  every  officer,  entrusted  with  any  part  of 
the  service,  exerted  themselves.  A  very  shore 
enumeration  ot  facts  will  prove  this  better  than 
any  laboured  statement.  On  the  ist  of  Decem- 
ber 1792,  the  number  of  men  ecUially  borne,  in- 
cluding marines,  did  not  amount  to  12,000  men, 
with  17  sail  of  the  line,  and  25  frigates  in  com- 
mission; this  was  our  situation,  when  the  war 
broke  out.  In  so  short  a  space  of  time  as  one 
7i:o!tih  our  forces  were  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  we  find  on  the  ist  of  January  1793,  the 
number  of  our  seamen  and  marines  borne,  to  be 
i8,oco,  without  having  recourse  to  press-wariaHts, 
which  were  not  issued,  till  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruaiy.  At  tliis  period,  we  find  30  sail  of  the 
line  and  51  frigates  comnii';sioned,  the  war  not 
being  then  declai  td,  and  the  preparations  for  ar- 
mament lisving  gone  on  but  one  montli. 

On  the  1st  of  Ian.  1794,  (thirteen  months  after 
these  preparations  began,)  we  find  our  naval  foice 
to  con'^ist  of  96  sail  of  the  line,  and  106  frigates  in 
commission,  and  nearly  77,000  seamen  and  ma- 
rines liorne.  On  the  Ist  of  June  in  the  same  year 
our  force  w:is  99  sail  of  the  line  and  114  frigates 
in  commission,  and  nearly  83,000  seamen  and 
marines,  and  on  that  glorious  day,  Lord  Howe,  with 

*  ObscrvCj  this  letter  was  wiitten  a  vwnth  aga. 
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36  sail  of  the  line,  so  efTectually  beat  the  French, 
that  to  this  hour  they  liave  never  met  us  in  a  fltet 
again.  Jn  fact  our  naval  contept  with  France  was 
tliat  clay  decided  and  terminated.  We  might  also 
look  back  to  the  exertions  made  by  the  naval  de- 
partment under  i  his  noble  i>ord  y)rior  to  this  war 
breaking  out,  and  any  person  that  will  revert  to 
the  time  of  the  Russian  and  Spanish  armaments, 
vill  find  as  much  cause  for  admiration  in  the  man- 
ner our  fl?et  was  brought  f(>rward  at  those  periods 
(and  which  most  probably  saved  us  trom  a  war 
•<vith  those  countries),  as  in  the  time  just  now  al- 
luded to. 

Had  the  officers  in  the  different  departments  of 
the  navy  been  satisfied  with  the  mere  performance 
of  their  duty,  vvh^t  would  have  become  of  us  ?  For- 
tunately it  was  far  otherwise,  and  the  zeal  that 
•was  shewn  by  every  individual  in  the  service  was 
in  proportion  to  their  confidence  in  the  adminis- 
tration under  which  tliey  acted  ;  they  knew  they 
should  be  protected,  tiicy  also  knew  that  if  faults 
of  omission  happened  through  the  press  of  busi- 
nessman allowance  would  be  made  for  it  ;  thcrefoi't, 
their  first  object  was  to  forward  the  service  with 
as  much  attention  to  every  check  tliat  was  ne- 
cessary for  their  responsibility  as 'possible,  but  at 
all  events  to  forward  the  service. 

What  a  different  prospect  is  now  before  u.", 
should  the  circumstances  of  the  times  call  upon 
Uf  for  exertions  in  our  naval  depaitinent,  may  be 
collected  from  the  picture  I  have  given  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  Dock  Yards,  and  all  the  subor- 
dinate naval  establishments ;  of  the  tt  uih  of  which, 
if  any  person  doubts,  and  will  take  the  trouble  to 
make  enquiry,  he  will  liave  too  soon,  alas  !  those 
doubts  removed. 

Fortunate  would  it  have  been  for  this  coun- 
try had  the  system  of  that  noble  Lord  who 
directed  our  naval  affairs  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  been  persevered  in.  His  successor 
in  office,  certainiywitli  the  best  intentions,  but 
with  a  want  of  experience,  listened  too  rea- 
dily to  the  partizans  of  innovation  who  intnic- 
diately  assailed  him,  before  it  was  possible  for  him 
to  have  formed  an  adequnte  idea  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  that  department  over  which  he  was 
placed,  and  unfortun;neIy  the  changes  he  was  in- 
duced b?  those  persons  to  make  were  not  of  a  tri- 
vial nature,  but  went  to  a  total  alteration  of  the 
constitution  of  the  naval  department,  which  he 
never  could  have  designed,  and  which,  if  iliey  had 
allowed  him  time  for  reflection,  his  goo.^  sense 
and  abilities  would  have  readily  perceived.  1  al- 
lude in  the  first  instance,  to  the  appointment  of  a 
most  expensive  establishment  under  General  Een- 
tham,  a  man,  perhaps,  of  som.e  ingenuity,  but  cer- 
tainly and  notoriously  of  no  science,  a  man  who 
had  past  great  part  of  his  life  in  the  military  set- 
vice  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  ;  why  he  quilted  that 
service  I  cannot  say  certainly,  not  (1  should  sup- 
pose) with  a  view  to  his  present  tituation,  as  it  is 
beyond  what  his  most  sunguine  hopes  could  have 
imagined.  It  is  true.  Ire  had  served  his  appren- 
ticeship as  a  sliipwright  in  one  of  the  King's 
yards,  before  he  set  out  to  i,eek  his  fortune  in 
Russia  ;  but  he  could  hardly  expect  the  know- 
ledge he  had  obtained  in  that  time,  would  qu.iliry 
him  for  the  office  of  "  Insptctor  G'.nertl  ot  all  na- 
"  val  works,"  an  ofEce  which  was  created  tor 
him  with  a  large  salary  ;  what  the  extent  of  his 
pcjwers  are  with  his  subordiaate  otHacs  of  mecha- 
nist, chemist,  lu'iUer,  &c.  I  cannot  precisely  slfiie, 
as  they  Seem  to  increase  every  dav,  thus  much  i-. 
certain,  that   on   their  e-tabliihmcrn:  they  ^^uper- 
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seded  all  the  legitimate  powers  exercised  in  the 
Dock  Yards  by  the  Navy  Roard,  the  Surveyors  of 
the  Navy,  and  all  the  Dock  Yard  offices  on  the 
subject  of  building,  maintaining,  and  repairing  all 
docks,  slips,  warehmiscs,  and  every  description  of 
civil aichitectutc.  The  plan  of  improvcinent  which 
had  some  years  before  been  formed  by  the 
ablest  engineers,  civil  and  military,  that  the  coun- 
try produced,  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Privy  Council,  and  was  in  regular  yearly  progress 
towards  completion,  was  set  aside,  as  it  were  by 
ncclamatlcji,  and  why?  Not  for  the  purpose  of 
brinping  forward  another  well  digested  plan,  but 
to  make  a  clear  coast  for  this  enterprizing,  specu* 
lating  Gfiier.il,  whose  genius  must  not  be  cramp- 
ed, as  any  restriction  might  marr  a  plan  expected 
to  be  infinitely  superior  to  v/hat  the  united  efforts 
of  all  our  scientific  men  h.id  been  able  to  produce. 
Unfortunate  is  it  for  the  country,  when  the  heads 
of  departments  consider  all  chang'.  as  improvement , 
it  is,  alas  !  too  much  the  spirit  of  these  times. 
To  shew  the  innumerable  bad  effects  which  have 
been  the  consequence  of  this  unnecessary  and  ill 
advised  innovation,  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of 
a  letter  already  much  too  long.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
thit  though  the  noble  Lord's  intentjons  were  good 
who  introduced  it,  and  he  intended  to  stop  when 
he  had  accomplished  what  Ire  thought  desirable,  not 
reflecting  that  lie  had  by  breaking  in  so  essentially 
upon  old  establishments,  without  any  imperious 
necessity  forfodoing,made  a  precedent,  whichthose 
who  succeeded  him  might  carry  to  any  extent  they 
desired,  and  his  successors  have  taken  advantage  of 
jr.  What  the  whole  of  their  plans  are,  lias  not  yet 
been  divulged,  but  from  what  they  have  done,  and 
what  che-y  appear  to  be  now  doing,  it  is  my  de- 
cided opinion,  that  if  the  present  Admiralty  is 
not  speedily  removed,  the  sun  of  the  [British  Navy- 
is  set  for  ever. 1  am,  Sir,        an  englisuji.'vn. 

PlymontJi,  II  Feb.  1V03. 

BOB    AND    THE    DOCTOR. 

yl  New  Song  to  an  Old  Tune. 

I  sing  not  of  conquests  by  Britons  obtain'd, 

The   battles   they  fought,   and   the   honours  they 

gain'd  ; 
Their  conquests  by  land,   and  their  conquests  by 

.sea, 
Though  subjects  for  fame — are  no  subjects  forms. 
Derry  down,  &c. 

I  sing  not  of  peace  to  our  country  restor'd  ; 

For   the   dove  brought  no  olive,   though  sheath'd 

was  the  sword  : 
Yet  Bob  and  the  Doctor,  in  positive  tone, 
To    larael    cry'd    peace — when   peace    there   was 

none. 

Our  pacific  hostility's  blessings  I  sing, 
Th^t  anomalous,  nun-desciipr,  neg^iive  thing; 
Tiiat   truce  full  of  terror,  of  djubt,    and  submis- 
sion, 
That  fraternal  embrace,  in  a  hostile  position. 

Cornwallis,  great  service  to  tender  tire  state, 
To  Amiens  was  sent  with  a  service  of  plate  : 
There   he  feasted,  and  slept,   and  tire  Consul,   so 

civil  1 
To  amuse  the  good  Lord,  sent  his  punch  and  the 

Devil. 

There  tiiey   treated   his   Lordship  with  all  sorts 

of  £un, 
T-tujht  '.ome  new  Christmas  games  to  the  peer 

auj  his  son  ; 

04. 
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1  hus  the  winter  went  off — and  no  business  went 

(Ti, 

Tor  my  Lord  look'd  iu  vain  for  Mynheir  and  the 
Don. 

15ut  at  It'iiith,  the  dtfiuitivi:  treaty  was  clos'd, 
Nevv  concessions  demanded — new  terms  were  im- 

pos'd, 
]<?ew  insults  were  ofttr'd— redress  Tvas  deny'd, 
And  the  state  leciprociiy— all  on  isne  side. 

You've   heard    that    that    •'  safe  politisian,''   the 

Devil, 
Prefers  darkness  to  light,  'caure  '*  his  actions  are 

evil." 
■Rut  BoR  and  the  Doctor,  those  politic  wights, 
Though  dark  lanihorns  themselves,   made   us  put 

up  our  lighta. 

Pharsalia  was  fata:  to  freedom  and  Rome, 
Pultowa  to  Charles  prov'd  the  ■^tal  of  his  doom  ; 
tittle  York  *   robb'd  G>eut  Britain   of  part  of  her 

state, 
But  the  treaty  of  Amiens  decided  lier  fate. 

In  vain  o'er  the  waves  did  her  ihunder-boks 
roll, 

Her  glory  in  vain  reach'd  from  Ind  to  the  Pole. 

Those  tone;  of  "  bold  thunder"  wtr^  chang'd  to 
submis.'-ions, 

And  her  heroes  disarm'd — by  our  <'  safe  poli- 
ticians." 

Honest  Robi.s',  we  know,  in  a  grand  gasconade, 
Talk'd  of  marching  lo  Paris — by  way  of  crusade; 
T/ien,    reluctant,   his  march   he  was  fain   to   fure- 

Niw    he    trembles — because    Buonaparte    cries — 

Boh  ! 

And  the  Doctor,  a'arm'd  at  this/-^,  fi:-zv.,a.ndfurn, 
Though  "  all  things  to  all  men,"  looks  conlound- 

ediy  glum  ; 
For  he  see; — whilst  his  iuingry  rehitiom  are  fed, 
The  rcldtim  of  peace  and  of  amity  fled. 

Now  in  =afcty  xhry  hid  uc  no  longer  repo5e, 
And   wciuld    rouse   tlie    old  lion   again   from   his 
doze  ; 

*  The  town  of  York  in  Virginia,  which,  to  dis- 
tinguish it  fujin  i  he  other  Yoiks  in  America,  is 
called  LittU  York,  was  the  place  where  Lord  (now 
Marquis)  CoRNv/ALLn,  surrendered  himself  and 
his  aimy  piisoncri  of  wir,  and,  by  that  capitula- 
tion, scvticd,  Irom  Great  Britain,  thirteeii  flou- 
rishing colonic;,  nnd  put  the  finishing  stroke  to 
the  success  of  a  levolution,  which  was  the  pre- 
*;ursor  of  the  rexohition  of  France,  9nd  which 
-will,  I  grtatlv  feai",  f;n3llv  pioduce  the  destruc- 
tion oi  Hiitain  herself.  'I'he  negotiation  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiins  could  not,  most  asfiiiedly,  have 
loeen  commiitcil  to  a  5)erson  nioie  worthy  ot  the 
Tssk.  *'  I  am  wiong,"  said  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  de- 
fence of  the  preliminaries  "  I  am  wrong  in  par- 
"  ticuhrizing  India,  as  the  theatre  of  the  nohle 
"  marquis's  exertions,  for  there  is  scarce  a  c:nari  r 
"  of  the  glohe,  in  which  this  country  has  imt  de- 
*'  rived  irnport.nU  Sfri\cfs  from  the  exalted  talenti 
•'  and  virtues  ot  that  noble  person,  who  is  now 
"  about  to  receive  his  reward,  in  putting  the 
»'  finishing  hand  to  a  treaty,  which  will  ^l-ve 
•'  \^'\Lt\OL  to  tl e  ivorlJ,  after  »  war  in  v.'hith  he 
*'  had  ho  u:t\y  ii  sh.ire  in  averting  from  this  country 
'"  the  dangers  that  threatened  the  most  vulnerable 
*■'  patt  ot  our  possessions  !!  i! !"  [^Sie  Ddutu,  Rk- 
O-v  ,  rn,  /W.  //.  p.  iiy;-) 


They  have  pared  down  his  nait?,   and  dismantled 

his  jaws, 
Yet  they  now  bid  him  shew  both  his  teeth  and  his 

claws. 

But    should    that    old   lion,   grown   tir'd   of  sub- 
mission, 

Be  ronz'd  to  a  sense  of  his  v/retched  condition, 

Both  the  Doctor  and  Bo3  would  be  hiirl'd  to  tha-t 
station. 

From  whence  they  were  rais'd — for  the  sins  of  the 
nation. 
Reading,  M,irch  13,  IS03.  CAN'DIDUi. 


NOTICES  OF  NEW  BOOKS,  from  p.  208. 

3.  yi  Journal  of  the  Forces  ivhjch  sailed 
from  the  Downs,  in  yipril  1 800,  on  a  Secret 
Expedition  under  the  Coynmand  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Pigot,  till  their  Arrival  in  Minorca  ; 
and  continued  ihrongb  all  the  subsequent  Trans' 
actions  cf  the  Arr)iy  mtder  the  Command  of  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromhy,  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Egypt ;  and  the  latter  Operations  under  the 
Command  of  Lord  Hutchinson,  to  the  Surrender 
of  Alexandria.  JFith  a  particular  Account  (f 
Malta,  during  the  'J ime  it  was  subject  io  tbi 
British  Go'uernment.  Jy  yKneas  Anderson, 
Lieutenant  of  the  40tb  Regiment,  tllustrated 
by  a  Variety  of  Maps,  Plans.,  Iltius,  tffc.  tS'f. 
4to,  pp.  532.  Debrett. — After  giving  the 
title  of  this  volume  at  length,  little  more 
remains  for  us  to  say,  than  that  we  have 
carefully  examined  its  contents,  and  have 
risen  from  a  perusal  of  it,  with  a  convictioa 
that  it  is  an  authentic  narrative  of  the  ope- 
rations it  professes  to  relate.  The  account 
of  Malta  will  be  found  particularly  interest- 
ing 5  it  is  unquestionably  the  best  descrip- 
tion of  that  island,  its  cities,  towns,  forti- 
fications, public  buildings,  harbours,  cli- 
mate, language,  physical  circumstances, 
produce,  trade,  Ike.  &c.  that  has  yet  ap- 
peared in  this  country.  We  warmly  re- 
commend a  perusal  of  it  to  our  readers  at 
the  present  moment  :  afier  which,  we  are 
persuaded  they  will  be  of  Mr.  Dundas's 
opinion-^that  "  the  minister 'ii'ho  should  give 
"  up  Malta  would  daer-ve  to  forfeit  bis  bead." 
The  engravings  are  numerous  and  well  ex- 
ecuted. 


FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Cinslanlinrjple,  Felt.  15. — The  retinue  of  the 
French  Ambassador,  Gcneial  Brunc,  who  has  ar* 
rived  here,  and  had  a  conference  with  the  Rcis 
Ellendi,  alter  wliich  he  hid  a  formal  aucfiencc  of 
entry  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  consists  of  sixty  per- 
sons, among  whom  arc  several  interprctci  s.  lu 
the  same  sijuadron  with  tlii.s  stiite  have  likewise 
arrived  twelve  persons,  whom  the  government  has 
sent  as  commercial  commissioners  to  the  different 
provinces  of  Tvirkey,  and  who  have  been  already 
acknowlecgcd  by  the  Pone  in  that  capacity,  and 
will  immediately  sec  out  for  tiie  several  pUces  of 
their  destination. — Lord  Elgin  lias  gime  on  bn.ird 
aa    lirglish   lii^aie;    in   wluth  he  vfiW  rtium    i« 
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London.  Though  he  has  given  official  notice  of 
the  withdrawing  of  the  English  troops  from  Egypt, 
the  Turks  do  not  expect  that  this  will  take  place 
for  three  or  four  months  ;  that  is  to  say,  not  till 
the  Convention  with  the  Beys  has  been  carried  into 
effect. — When  Loid  Klgiii  sailed  from  this  har- 
bDUr,  which  was  in  the  night,  he  fired  a  salute  of 
seventeen  guns,  which  occasioned  a  general  alarm 
here,  as  cannon  are  never  tiied  here  in  tlie  night, 
except  in  the  case  of  some  great  calamity  or  in- 
surrection. The  Reis  EtTendi  had  previously  re- 
quested Lord  Elgin  to  omit  the  ceremony  of  a  sa- 
lute at  his  departure,  and  has  now  delivered  to 
Mr.  Stratton  a  note  of  complaint  and  remon- 
strance on  the  subject. — Tlie  Porte  has  this  day 
appointed  Haleh  EfTtiidi,  a  man  of  prepossessing 
n':anncrs,  ito  ambassador  to  I'aris. 

Genoa,  Feb.  I  z. — Accounts  from  Rome,  of  the 
Jth  instant,  say  that  an  English  courier  from  Lon- 
don had  passed  through  that  city  on  his  v.'ay  to 
Naples. — \Ve  also  learn  from  Bologna,  of  the  date 
nf  tile  13th,  that  a  French  commissary,  preceded 
by  a  courier,  had  passed  in  great  h^ste  ihrougli 
that  city  for  Florence.  The  latter  accounts  like- 
■wise  add,  that  a  French  half  brigade  from  Modena 
liad  arrived  at  Hologna,  and  that,  as  it  was  said,  se- 
veral corps  of  French  troops  in  Italy  were  in  mo- 
tion, and  about  to  march  for  different  poi  ts  on 
the  Mediterranean. — Besides  the  Polish  corps, 
troops  from  the  Italian  Republic  are  embarking 
at  Genoa  for  Sc.  Domingo. 

Parh,  ALirch  8. — Gen.  Brune,  Ambassador  of  the 
French  Republic  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  arrived  at 
Constantinople  the  2ist  of  January. —  His  squa- 
dron was  composed  of  6  ships,  large  and  small, 
one  of  which  was  a  ship  of  the  line.  He  has  been 
received  by  the  Capitan  Pacha,  'Fhe  Vizier  and 
the  Divan  have  stiit  him  presents,  and  his  recep- 
tion has  been  attended  with  the  utmost  solemni- 
t"ss.  The  news  of  his  arrival  has  spread  joy 
throughout  the  whole  empire. — The  Commissaiies 
for  Foreign  Affairs  in  all  the  trading  towns  of  the 
Levant,  have  obtained  firmans,  and  have  depart- 
ed for  their  destination  on  board  the  different 
small  vessels  of  the  squadron. — All  the  commer- 
cial rela'ions  of  the  French  have  resumed  in  the 
trading' towns  of  the  Levant  their  ordinary  course. 
They  have  reason  to  flatter  thcmselvci  at  the  sup- 
port they  have  received  from  ths  Tinks.  On  the 
demand  of  General  Stuart,  the  Porte  has  granted 
to  the  Mamalukes  that  part  of  Upper  Egypt  com- 
posed of  Sevan  and  Seniie. — The  Capitan  Pacha 
daily  expects  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Akxau- 
dria.  — A/o/z/'/rt/r, 

Murch  10.  — Letters  from  Brest,  of  the  id  ATarch, 
State,  that  the  expedition  for  the  East-Indies  was 
to  sail  in  a  few  days  :  it  is  composed  of  the  Ma- 
lengo,  of  74  guns,  the  frigates  Atalante,  la  Belle 
Poule,  la  Semillantc,  le  Cute  d'Or,  and  the  trans- 
port la  Marie  Fran^oise.  The  troops  embarked 
coniist  of  one  battalion  of  the  109th  demi-brigade 
of  the  line,  of  one  of  the  i8th  light  infantry,  a 
company  of  light  artillery,  and  a  compan'v  of 
Swedes,  some  aitizans,  and  the  corps  of  officers 
i)f  two  battalions  of  Seapoys,  who  are  to  be  foim- 
cd  in  India. 

French  tier.s  ccnsolidcs,  March  icth,  ti  f.  2j  c. 
—  nth,  01  f,   doc. — i;th,  60  f.   30  c. 

DOMESTIC. 

On  the  7th  in;t.  W.  Lee  and  W.  Roukcsley,  both 
of  Shcfiield,  were  tiied  at  the  York  Assizes,  bcft>re 
Judge  kof)kc,  for  having  feloniously  administered 
ii;  uath  to  \\\  Simmct  of  Chesteiliehl,  to  engage  in 
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a  conspiracy,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  disturbirag; 
the  public  mind.  The  first  witness  proved  that 
Roukesley  solicited  him  to  become  a  member  of 
their  society;  he  was  told  that  those  who  would 
not  go  would  be  made  to  go;  that  if  any  fell  in 
the  contest,  thcie  was  a  provision  made  tor  their 
wives  and  (aniilies ;  that  they  were  to  fight  against 
any  that  came  against  theni;  that  there  weie  more 
thsn  loco  in  Sheffield;  that  R.vvas  what  was 
called  a  conductor,  that  Lee  was  a  chief;  that  the 
witness,  his  bi other,  and  R.  went  to  Lee's  house, 
when  an  oath  was  administered  to  the  witness  anci 
his  brother  by  Lee;  that  ihcy  were  sworn  to  keep 
the  secrets  of  the  society  ;  that  k.  told  him  the  ob- 
ject was  to  overtliiow  Parliament,  to  make  this  n 
Irte  nation,  and  to  lule  themselves-,  that  in  Au- 
gust, R.  gave  orders  to  a  mm  to  make  some  pikes  j 
that  he  had  heaid  R,  say,  that  a  letter  had  been  it}- 
tereepted  at  the  Post  Office  from  London,  which 
h.id  led  to  a  discovery  ;  that,  therefore,  it  was  ne- 
cess.iry  to  secrete  the  arms  ;  tlua  R.  and  another 
went  to  a  wood  near  Shcffitld,  after  having  pre- 
viously put  the  arms  in  a  chest,  and  buried  the 
chest  in  the  ground  ;  that  he  alterwards  v.'ent  with 
the  constable  to  the  place  where  this  box  had  been 
secreted,  and  tliat  it  was  there  found,  &rc.  The 
above  evidence  was  corroborated  by  several  other 
witnesses.  The  box,  containing  the  instruments, 
was  produced  ;  they  were  about  three  times  the 
size  of  a  cat  vmg  knile  blade,  and  edged  on  botli 
sides  like  a  dagger. 

The  iury  immediately  fo«nd  the  prisoners  g"iltj. 
The  sentence  of  seven  years  transportation  was 
then  passed  upon  them. 

(A  cor  ret  repfirt  of  this  Trial  iL'ill  he  given  in  t'm 
Supplement  to  Vcl.  I.) 

A  mutiny  lately  broke  out  on  board  his  Ma- 
jesty's ship  the  Excellent,  at  Barbadoes.  By  the 
active  exertions  of  the  Hon.  Capt.  Stopford,  and 
his  officers,  with  the  piompt  assistance  of  the 
royal  maiines,  it  was  soon  quelled.  Four  of  the 
ringleaders  were  tried  and  executed;  and  the  boat- 
swain vias  tried  and  dismissed  the  service. 

PARLIAMENTARY    MIKUTES. 

Friday,  March,  ^. — CoMMoNs. — Sir  W.  Elliot  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  ship  owners  of  New- 
castle.— The  chairman  of  the  ccmimittee  for  trying 
the  merits  of  the  petition  on  the  contested  elec- 
tion for  Penryhn,  reported  tliat  the  sitting  mem- 
ber was  duly  elected. — Tvlr.  Calcraft  moved  "  that 
"  this  house,  anxiously  desirous  to  give  full  effect 
"  to  the  importdUt  iccommcDdation  contained  im 
"  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  message  of  the  16th 
"  of  February,  do  appoint  a  select  committee  to 
"  request  and  demand  information  concerning 
"  those  incumbrances  that  impede  His  Royal  Hi^;h- 
"  ness  the  Prince  of  Wales  fiom  complying  with 
"  the  object  of  his  Majesty's  message  by  resuming 
"  immediately  that  state,  dignity,  splendour,  an«4 
"  rank,  to  v/hich  he  is  entitled." — A  debate  of 
considerable  length  ensued.  The  speakers  were 
Messrs.  Calcraft,  Erskine,  Fuller,  Cartwright,  Bux- 
ton, Curwen,  HiUiard.  Johnstone,  Lascelles,  Geary, 
Dent,  Burdon,  'Fierncv,  Audijigton,  Fox,  Grosve- 
nor,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  CJolding, 
Mr.  Sheridan.  Lord  Hawkcsbury,  Sir  J.  Wrotteslcy, 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Loid  Ca.ulcrcHgh. — A  division: 
took  place  :  tor  the  motion  i^y. — Against  it  ^84. 
— Majority  against  the  motion  4:;. — The  D<:h.iie, 
tos' t her  It'll k  a  correct  iist  of  the  min'irity,  ivill  nr  j,:t~ 
served  in  our  Sufp!eme'tt  to  Vol.  V 

ATnJiy,  h.ufc'h  7. — Lords — The  Irish  apper<l 
cause  of  Llovd  "u.  Grady  was  argued  at  con.-ulf  r-.. 
abi4  length. — liijh  iUveiiue  Oflicerj*  hill,  aud  iisii 
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for    preventing    Vesatious    arrests    read   a  second 
lime. 

Commons  — Scotch  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Bill. 
and  Bill  for  pre\enting  forgeries  on  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  read  a  first  time. — Irish  I.hw  Court  Assi- 
Kiilation  Bill,  and  Irish  Revenue  Perpetu^ition  Hill 
read  a  second  time. — Mr.  Fox  brought  up  tb.e  Re- 
port from  the  Comn-.ittee  appointed  to  try  the  nic- 
riti  ot  the  Petition,  Ci)ni plaining  of  an  undue  Elec- 
tion for  Stanracr,  &c.  in  Scotland.  1  he  Report 
stated,  that  J.  S.  Gordon,  Esq.  was  duly  elected,  a;id 
R.  S.  Agncw  not  duly  elected  ;  but  that  the  peti 
ticmwas  not  frivolous  or  vexatious. — Irish  Stamp 
Duty,  Hat  Duty,  Game  Certificates,  Postage,  ar.d 
City  of  Dublin  Watch  Bills,  were  read  a  seconil 
lime. — Prince  of  Wales'  Annuity  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. — .Marine  Mutiny  Bill  read  a  fust 
lime. 

Tuesd.iy,  M^irch  S.'/'. — Lords, — Lord  Hobart  pre- 
sented a  message  Iroui  the  King,  for  which  see 
Commons. — Prince  of  Wales'  Annuity  Bill  read  a 
first  time. 

Co.M.MoN'S. — Mr.  Dan.  Houston  presented  ?,  pe- 
tition from  certain  niastermanufacrnrers  in  Sect- 
land  against  the  Scotch  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Bill. 
—Mr. Owen,  from  the  India  Hou->e,  presented  at  the 
liar  an  account  of  the  ricit  produce  of  the  Revenue 
tif  India,  &c. — Lord  VV.  Russel  brought  in  a  Bill  for 
paving,  widening,  extending;  &c.  certain  streets  in 
Southwark  and  Surrey. — Read  a  first  time. — Sir 
R.  Milbank  brought  up  a  report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  a  petition,  crm- 
phiining  of  an  undue  election  for  Bridgewa  er.  U 
stated,  that  the  Committee  h.id  declared  '.hat  G. 
Pocock,  Esq.  and  JefTery  Allen,  Esq.  the  sitting 
members,  were  duly  elected;  but  th^t  the  petition 
was  not  frivolous  or  vexatious. — Mr.  H.  Brov/nc 
reported  from  the  Noltingham  E.lection  Com- 
mittee, that  FrctJciic  Shuttlcworth  had  been  guilty 
of  prevarication  and  contradiction  in  giving  his 
evidence  before  that  Committee. — Ordered  into 
custody  of  Seijeant  at  Aims. — Mr.  Addington 
brought  down  the  following 

MESSAGE    I'KOM     HIS     MAJESTT. 

"  George  R. — His  Majesty  thinks  it  nece"-.sary 
"  to  acquiiint  the  Kou.;e  of  Commons,  that  as 
K  very  considerable  military  preparations  are  car- 
<'  rying  on  in  i  he  port.';  ot  France  and  Holland,  lie 
*'  has  judged  it  expedient  to  adopt  additional 
"measures  of  precaution  for  the  security  of  his 
*'  dominions.  Though  the  preparations  to  which 
*'  his  Majesty  refers  are  avowedly  directed  to  co- 
"  lonial  fcrvicc,  yet  as  discussions  of  great  im- 
"  portance  art  now  subsisiing  between  his  Ma- 
*'  jtsty  and  tlie  1-iencli  government,  the  lesultof 
•'  vvhich  must  at  present  be  uncertain,  his  Majesty 
♦'  is  nuiuced  to  m-ike  this  communication  to  his 
'«  faithful  Commons,  in  the  full  persuasion,  that 
"  whilst  they  partake  of  his  Majesty's  earnest  and 
"  unvaiying  scdicitude  for  the  contnnance  of 
"  peace,  lie  may  lely  with  perfect  confidence  on 
'*  their  pubhc  spirit  and  liberality,  to  enable  his 
"  Majesty  to  adopt  tuch  measures  as  circum- 
♦'  stances  may  appear  to  require,  for  .supporting 
*'•  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  essential  in- 
*'  teresis  of  his  people." 

Mr.  Addington  nuAed,  that  his  Majesty's  Mes- 
sage be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow.  Or- 
dered — Irisa  Maiming  and  Cutting  Bill  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

ifsdneiday,  Marc/i  q. — LoRDS. — Counsel  AVCre 
heard  on  the  Iii^h  appeal,  Llovd  t.  Grady. — On 
the  order  ot  the  day,  for  taking'into  consideration 
his  Majesty's  Message,  being  read,  Lord  Hobart 
rose  to  mcvc  ao  Address   lo  his  Majesty  on   the 


occasion,  which,  after  a  phort  detafe,  was  voted 
fifi}!.  con.  The  spe.ikers  were  Lords  Hobart,  Spen- 
cer, Grenville,  ^Ioira,  Westmoreland,  and  Auck- 
land. 

CoMMoN.5.— Mr.  F.rskine  informed  the  House, 
th.1t  he  had  authority  from  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  request  the  noble  Lord 
Porchester,  not  to  pursue  the  notice  he  hid  given, 
with  icspcct  to  an  additional  grant  to  the  Prince 
of  Wale.'s  ;  in  consequence  of  which  Lord  P,  con* 
sentc  1  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present. 
On  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion his  Majesty's  Message  being  read,  Mr.  Ad- 
dington rote  to  move  the  Address.  A  debate  en- 
sued, in  which  the  speakers  were,  Mr.  Addington, 
Mr.  Fox,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr. 
Shetidan,  Mr  Canning,  Mr.  T.  Grenville,  the  At- 
torney-General. fThn  dehajf,  logtt'-.cr  ivith  that  of 
ths  Lordi,  iviil  !:e  preserved  in  our  Supplement.)  'J  he 
question  was  put  and  c.-.rricd  nem.  ccn. — Mr.  Ad- 
ftingron  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next,  he 
should  move  for  an  increase  of  io,zoo  seamen  and 
marines. 

From  iJ:c  London  Gazette. — St.  James's,  Mai  en  lO, 
iSo.-?. — Thi-:,  dny  M.  de.  Lima,  'Envty  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Rcgtnt  of  Portugal,  had  an 
audience  of  leave  of  her  Majesty;  and  the  Che- 
valiei  de  Souza  Couttinho,  his  successor  in  the 
same  characttr,  had  his  first  private  audience  of 
his  Majesty. 

BankrI'Its.  —  Richardson,  J.  Pocklington, 
fheep-joober. — Macaulay,  J.  Liverpool,  merchant. 
— Snles,  J.  Liverpool,  broker, — Ayrcs,  R.  Liver- 
pool, dealer  in  earthen-ware. — Goring,  J.  and  E. 
Joknstone,  St.  iNlary  Axe,  merchants. — White,  T. 
the  younger,  Strood,  co?.l-merchant. — Spalding  H. 
Mcltield,  grocer.  —  Martin,  G.  Suffolk-street, 
watchm,ikcr. — Harris,  T.  Wa'tham,  Holy  Cross, 
pin-maker. — Edwards,  S.  Manchester,  cotton- 
spinner. — Hai'.kcr,  D.  \\^mchcomb,  soap-boiler. — 
Morphew,  W.  Rothcrhcid,  dealer  in  corn. — Bar- 
ker, J.  Cumberland,  wood-monger. — Hunt,  T. 
Leather-lane,  hardwareman. — Simpson,  W.  Cie- 
mcnts-lane,  merchant. — N'icoU,  J.  G.  Hackney- 
road,  bricklayer. —  Ballanger,  T.  Tiverton,  inn- 
holder. — Shepard,  J.  Bristol,  hosier. — Bourne,  H. 
St.  James's-sticet,  silk  mercer. 

DOMESTIC    OFFICIAL    PAgEKS. 
A  rroclamai'icn,  for  e'-c-jW  a^irig  Sca'V.ett   njid  Landirev 

io  enter  th:TJiseives    en  B'.ard   his   Iilajtstj's   Ships    of 

S)  ar. 

G.  P.. — Whereas,  it  is  Our  Royal  intention  ts 
give  all  due  encouragement  to  all  such  seamen  and 
Janilmen  who  shall  voluntarily  cuter  themselves  in 
our  service  :  we  have  thought  tit,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to  publish  this  our 
Royal  Proclamation  :  and  we  do  hereby  promise 
and  declare,  that  all  such  able  seamen  not  above 
the  age  of  50,  nor  under  the  age  ox^  20  years,  fit 
for  our  service,  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  30th 
of  April  next,  voluntarily  enter  themselves  to  serve 
in  cur  Royal  Navy,  either  with  the  Captains  or 
Lieutenants  of  our  ships,  or  oliicers  employed  in 
tenders  or  at  rendezvous  on  shore,  for  raising  men 
for  the  service  of  our  Navy,  shall  receive,  as  our 
toval  bounty,  the  sum  of  £,->,  each  man;  and  all 
such  ordinary  seamen  fit  for  our  service,  who  shall 
so  enter  themselves  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive  the 
sum  of  f^i  each  man  ;  and  all  such  able-bodied 
landmen,  not  above  the  age  of  3?,  nor  uoiler  the 
age  of  :0  years,  who  shall  so  enter  themselves  as 
aioresaid.  shaH  receive  the  sum  of  ^i  each  m.in, 
as  our  i©jal  bounty;  such  respective  sunii  to  be 
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paid  thesvi  by  the  respective  clerks  of  the  check 
residing  at  the  ports  or  places  where  tlie  ships  into 
whieli  thcv  shall  he  entered,  shall  he,  iinmedirately 
after  the  third  muster  of  such  seamen  and  land- 
men:'—And  \vc  do  declare,  that  the  qiialiticntions 
of  the  s«anien  and  landmen  so  entering  thcmseives 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified  by  the  Captain, 
Masier,  «nd  Boatswain  of  the  ship  or  ves-^el  where 
they  shall  enter.  And  tor  preventing  any  abuses 
by  any  persons  leaving  the  vessels  to  which  they 
shall  belong,  and  entering  themselves  on  board 
any  other  our  ships  or  vessels,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  said  bounty  money  ;  we  do  hereby  declare  and 
command,  that  such  sean'.eu  and  landmen  belong- 
ing to  any  of  our  ships  or  vessels  as  shall  absent 
themselves  from  any  ofthe  said  ships  or  vessels  to 
which  they  shall  helong,  and  shall  enter  tliem- 
selves  on  board  any  other  cf  our  said  ships  or  ves- 
sels, in  order  to  obtain  the  said  bouniy,  shall  not 
only  loje  the  wages  due  to  theni  in  the  ships  or 
vessels  they  shall  leave,  but  also  be  severely 
punished  according  to  their  denterits. — Given  at 
our  Court,  at  the  Queen's  House,  the  7tii  day  of 
March,  1803,  ariU  in  the  43d  year  of  our  reigu. — 
God  save  the  King. 

^  Proclamation,  for  Tecallhi^  and  prah'ih'iUni^  Seamen 
from  serving  Foreign  Princes  an  I  States ;  and  for 
granting  >  e-a<ardsfor  discsTiting  such  Seamen  as  slt<ill 
cevc-eal  tkerns-ehves, 

G,  R. — Whereas  we  are  informed,  that  great 
numbers  of  mariners,  and  seafaring  men,  our  na- 
tural-born subjects,  are  in  the  service  of  divers 
Foreign  Princes  and  States,  to  the  prejudice  of  out 
kingdom  ;  we  have  thouj'Jit  it  necessary,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  our  i^rivy  Council,  to  publish 
this  our  royal  proclamation  ;  and  do  hereby  strict- 
ly charge  and  command  ill  masters  of  ships,  pi- 
lots, mariners,  seamen,  shipwrights,  and  ottier 
seafaring  men  wliatsoevcr  and  v/heiesocver  (being 
our  natural-born  subjects),  who  are  in  the  pay  or 
service  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  £tate>  or  do  serve 
in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  that  forthwit!)  they, 
and  every  of  them,  do  (according  to  their 
known  and  bounden  duty  and  sllcgiance)with- 
<draw  themselves,  depart  from,  and  quit  such  fo- 
reign services,  and  return  home  to  their  native 
countries  :  and  further,  we  do  hererby  strictly  pro- 
hibit and  forbid  all  masters  of  ships,  pilots,  ma- 
riners, seamen,  sliipwriglus,  and  other  seafaring 
men  whatsoever  (being  our  natural-born  subjects), 
from  entering,  and  do  charge  aijd  command  thcni, 
and  every  of  thent,  from  hencfeforth  to  forbear  to 
enter  themselves  into  the  pay  or  service  of  any 
foreign  Prince  or  State,  or  to  serve  in  any  foreign 
ship  or  vessel  whatsoever,  without  our  special  li- 
cence first  had  and  obtained  in  that  behalf;  to  all 
v/T\ich  we  expect  due  obedience  and  exact  con- 
formity; and  we  do  hereby  publish  and  declare, 
that  the  offenders  to  the  contrary  shall  not  ooly 
incur  our  just  displeasure,  but  be  proceeded 
against  tor  their  contempt  according  to  the  ut- 
most severities  of  the  law:  and  we  do  herebv  de- 
clare, that  if  any  such  masters  of  ships,  pilots, 
mariners,  seamen,  shipwrights,  or  ochcr  seafaring 
men,  (being  our  subjects,)  shall  he  taken  in  any 
foreign  service  by  the  Turks,  Algerinea,  or  any 
others,  they  shall  not  be  reclaimed  by  us  as  sub- 
jects of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland:  and  \vc  do  heichy  further  promise  and 
<d«ciare,  that  a  reward  of  t'.veiuy  shillings  for  every 
able  and  ordiRjry  ieaman  fit  to  serve  on  hoard 
©ur  ships  shall  be  paid  any  person  who  shall  dis- 
icover  any  seaman  or  seamen  who  may  conceal 
iuia  Of  thcioiielvcs.  so  that  such  ssarooQ  or  sea- 


men shall  he  taken  for  Dur  said  service  by  any  of 
our  sea  olhceis  employed  lor  raising  men,  on  of 
before  tlie  30th  of  day  April  next;  the  said  rev/ards, 
to  be  paid  for  any  seaman  or  seamen  so  discovered 
and  taken  in  or  about  London,  by  the  principal 
officer'!  and  commi^sioncis  of  our  navyr,  and  at 
the  out-ports  by  the  naval  othcers,  (where  there 
are  anv),  and  (where  there  are  no  naval  officers), 
by  the  colleciors  of  our  ciisuuns,  immediately  upon 
a  ceriilicate  being  produced  to  the  said  'srincipal 
officers  and  commissioners  of  our  navy,  naval 
oliicers,  or  collectors  respectivtiy,  by  the  person 
v/ho  may  make  discovery  of  any  seaman  or  sea- 
men as  aforesaid,  certifying  his  name,  and  the 
name  or  names,  and  number  of  seamen  procured 
in  consequence  of  his  discovery;  the  said  certifi- 
cate to  be  given  by  such  ofTiccr  aa  may  take  such 
seaman  or  seamen  foi'  our  seivice. — Given  at  our 
Court  at  the  O^ucen's  Hou.e,  the  /th  day  of  March, 
1803,  and  in  the  43d  jcar  of  our  rcij^a. — God  sava 
the  Kine. 


SUMMARY  OF  TOLITICS. 

Finance  .".no  the  fiikos.-— In  our  last, 
p.  343,  v/e  alludc'd  to  the  financial  display 
of  Lord  Auckhind,  ;)nd  expressed  our  dis- 
trust of"  the  efficacy  of  that  species  of  force, 
on  which  liis  Lordship  seemed  to  place  his 
whole  reliance.  Li  our  opinion,  no  error  is 
so  diangerous,  as  this,  which  has,  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  been  gradually  possessing- 
itself  of  the  minds  of  the  naSion,  and  v/iiich, 
at  last,  led  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  Every 
one  could  see  that  that  ignominious  compact 
involved,  as  Mr.  Sheridan  truly  observed> 
"  a  di-gradaUo7i  of  the  yiarional  djgnity,"  hvx 
yet  most  people,  like  IMr.  Sheridan,  were 
"  glad  of"  it,  because  they  thought  that  it 
would  contribute  to  swell  the  size  of  thar 
"  pyramid  of  gold,"  which  they  vain'- 
imagined  would,  at  all  iimc?s,  and  under  all 
circumstances,  be  a  sufilcient  protection.  lu 
order,  therefore,  to  destroy  this  deadly  error, 
we  have  frequently  endeavoured  to  show  the 
fallacy  of  those  statements,  by  which  it  was 
kept  alive  and  propagated  through  thr-, 
country;  and,  we  feel  ourselves  muci* 
obliged  to  Lord  Auckland,  v/ho  (thougi; 
without  intending  perhaps),  has  enabled  u-v 
to  set  the  state  of  the  revenne  in  its  truft 
light,  by  the  accounts  he  has  procured  to  be 
laid  before  t he-House  of  Lords.  These  ac- 
counts, which  were,  it  would  appear,  in- 
tended to  vindicate  the  credit  of  the  natioti 
against  the  assertions  of  the  French  calcu- 
lators, have,  in  the  opinion  of  every  seasible 
observer,  answered  no  other  purpose  than. 
that  of  completely  exposing  the  tTiistate- 
ments  and  fallacies,  and,  of  course,  the  ig- 
norance or  the  duplicity,  of  the  budget 
speech,  by  which  Air.  Addington  hoped  to 
reconcile  the  public  to  iiis  shadowy  and 
evanescent  peace,  a  iiope.in  which  the  credu- 
lous stockholders  know,  to  their  sorrov/, 
was  not  eaure4y  disappointed,— jLcid  A»ck« 
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land's  papers  contain  an  account  of  the  ac- 
tual receipts  of  the  year,  up  to  the  5ih  of  Ja- 
nuary last,  together  with  tstimntes  of  what 
ought  to  be  ihe  produce  of  the  taxes  laid 
last  year,  and  only  received  for  the  two  last 
quarters.     Tlie  result  is  as  follows  : 

Isctt  permanent  revenue  including  corn 

liountiesi ^28,246,677 

Land  Tax  unrtileemed 1,380,271 

j^nrjual  MaltTax 624,350 

Estimate   of   further   piotluce   Taxes, 

1802 2,827,7??;, 


Protit  on  the  Lottery,  iSoi 


Deduct  827,733,  becnu'^e  Lot'\  A. can- 
not fairly  ca'culate  the  produce  of 
ihe  Taxes  of  i8o-?  at  more  than 
4,000,000,  seeing  tliat,  in  the  half 
yen'  to  January  last,  they  produced 
yniy  i,9co,-!37 


37:;,OCO 
33,449,081 


S^7,7S3 
32,621,298 


Deduct  permanent   charge   on  Conro- 

lidaicd  tuud 24,631,9-51 


Remain;  actual  suidIub, 


7,9^9.3^7 


We  refrain,  at  present,  to  lake  any  no- 
tice of  the  other  items  in  Lord  Auckland's 
accounts,  bec.Tuse  they  do  not  consist  of 
items  of  recapis,  but  of  such  as  are  the  crea- 
tures of  a  fond  imagination,  and  are  merely 
intended  to  bolster  up  a  defective  statement, 
\ipon  exactly  the  same  principle  that  an 
American  debtor  places,  upon  the  list  of  his 
property,  lands,  rivers,  and  trees,  which  have 
no  existence,  except  it  be  in  the  moon. — 
The  real  surplus,  therefore,  of  the  revenue 
to  January  la^t  (according  to  actual  re- 
ceipts) applicable  to  national  purposes,  ap- 
pears 10  be  J.7 •Sj'^'i)^'~^^7 >  which  when  com- 
pared with  the  statements  made  by  Mr. 
Addmgton  in  that  celebrated  speech*, 
which  his  inodest  assurance  led  him  to  pub- 
lish in  a  pamphlet,  and  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  wiseacres  of  the  old  op- 
position, gave  him  an  eighteen  years  lease 
of  the  Treasury  Bench,  presents  a  very  con- 
siderable deficiency.  Our  readers  will  re- 
collect, that  he  calculated  the  produce  of  the 
revenue  upon  the  average  produce  to  Octo- 
ber last,  and  that  he  took  the  applicable  sur- 
plus for  the  year  1S03  as  follows  f  : 

Land  and  Malt ^2,750,000 

Surplus  consolidated  fund 6,500,000 

Lottery 500,000 

9,7:;o,ooo 
7/989,367 

1)7  60,633 


Pcduct  actual  receipts  to  Jan.  last. 
Deficiency  for  1 803 


For   the    year    3  S04    we     shall  find  the 
i^elicienry    still  gr-eattr.      In    Mr.   Adding- 

*  ijtc  Pvegj.icr,  Vol.  il.  p.  778.  f  Ibid.  p.  780. 


ton's  statements,  refprcting  the  revenue  /or 
Lliat  year,  the  modest  man  says,  "  his  opi- 
"  nion  is  not  lightly  formed,  for  that  he  has 
"  thought  it  his  duty  to  investigate  the 
"  grounds  of  it,  with  all  the  minuteness 
"  and  attention  in  his  power,"  and,  the 
result  oi  iUh  minuti  investigation  was  thus 
stated  :  * 

Land  and  Malt 2,750,000 

Surplus  Consolidated  Fund,    7,845,000 

Lottery 500,000 


Deduct  actual  receipts  to  Jan.  last  . , 


1 1,095,000 


Deficiency  for  1804 3^05,633 

The  produce  of  tlie  taxes  for  the  year  to 
January  last  was  the  greatest  ever  known  j 
and,  wc  have  heretofore  given  our  reasons 
for  believing,  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  its 
ever  lieing  exceeded  in  amount.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  never  fair  to  make  a  calculation  of 
any  tuture  permanent  produce  upon  the  year 
of  xht greatest  receipt  alone,  but  upon  an 
average  of  several  years.  AVe  will,  however, 
take,  as  the  criterion,  this  greatest  year  of 
produce,  and  give  Mr.  Addington  the  ad- 
vantage of  it  ;  yet,  even  this  greatest  year 
falls  short  of  his  calculations,  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  .£l,;76'0,633  ;  and,  for  the  next 
year  ,i"3, 10.'), 633  !— This  statement  it  was, 
on  which  Air.  Addington  had  the  modest  as- 
surance to  deinand  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  and  his  riglit  to  general  jj-^pularity 
and  support  !  And  this  is  the  minister,  to 
whom  the  guardianship  of  the  interests  and 
honour  of  Great  Britain  is  conhded  in  a 
crisis  the  most  arduous  ever  experienced   by 

any  nation    upon  earth  ! fhe  items  of 

Lord  Auckland's  statemrnt,  which  we  have 
excluded  from  the  credit  side,  are,  first, 
i  133,103,  increase  of  bills  and  balances, 
which  ought  not  to  have  been  included,  be- 
cause it  is  an  increase  naturally  derivable 
from  an  increase  of  revenue.  2d.  o£23'2,097 
beer  duties /)y.fi'/)(;wt'J.  This  is  a  repetition 
of  the  species  of  linancial  legerdemain,  de- 
tected and  exposed  by  us  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, f  In  taking  the  produce  of  reve- 
nue, the  only  rule  to  be  safely  followed  is 
that  of  actual  receipt  ivithin  the  year;  for, 
when  once  this  practice  is  deviated  from, 
there  is  no  end  to  litigation  as  to  what  items 
should  be  accounted  for  in  one  period,  and 
what  in  anotlier.  3d.  o£8S3,46l,  increase 
of  charge  for  bounties  and  drawbacks, 
which  arise  from  an  increase  of  trade,  and', 
as  increase  of  trade  produces  increase  of  re- 
venue, if  yon  deduct  the  increase  of  draw- 
bncks,  you  ought  also  to  deduct  the  increase 
of  the  trade  and  revenue  by  which  the  for- 
esee Reg.  Vol,  II.  p.  7S2.  t  Sec  Vol.  Ill-  p.  S6. 
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mer  increase  was  produced.  4th.  o£'H2,71 '  > 
increase  of  bonded  s\igi\rs,  which  item  niigiu 
be  allowed,  if  tlie  consumption  of  sugar  liad 
decreased  in  the  year  to  January  last;  but, 
as  the  consumption  has  increa'^ed,  the  in- 
crease of  the  bonds  is  attributable  to  an 
over  importation  alone,  and  not  to  a  reduced 

consumption. The    fact    is,    that     Lord 

Auckland,  though  he  may  have   very  good 
intentions,  does  nut  understand   finance,    on 
which  subject,  if  he  wishes  not  to  injure  the 
credit  of  the  country,  we  would,    v/ith   all 
becoming  humiliiy,  advise  him,  in  future,  to 
be  perfectly  silent.       We  refrain  from  ihose 
observations,  which  might  be  made  on    his 
comparison  of  our  present  wilh  our  former 
resources;   butj  we   do  hope  and  trust,  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  giving 
the  Richmond-Park  Minister  an  "  eighteen 
years  lease  of  the  Treasury-Bench,"  will  i  nsti  ■ 
tute  an  enquiry  into  the  matter.  The  minister 
has  laid  before  them  an   estimate   for  two 
years,  exceeding  the  result   deducible  from 
the  actual  produce  of  the  existing  taxes   by 
near  f.ve    7uiIIions ;   and,    immediate   steps 
ought  to  be  taken,  either  to  confirm   the 
solidity  of  this  estimate,   or  to  show  its  fal- 
lacy, and  thereby  let   the  people   see   wh?it 
they   really   and  truly    have  to  expect. —  It 
has  been,   as  our  readers  can   witness,    our 
constant  maxim,    that,   as  to   this  poiiit   as 
well  as  every  other,  the  people  should  be,  at 
all  [imts, fairly  and  fully  informed  of  their  si- 
tuation: wchave  uniformly  reprobated  all  at- 
tempts to  lead  them  blindfolded,  to  hide  their 
danger  from  them,   and  to  "  keep  up  their 
spirits,"  as  it  is  called,   by  bluster  or    by  de- 
ception ;     for,   it    is    our   sincere    and    well- 
weighed  opinion,  tliat  such  a  system,  which, 
by  the  by,   the  ministry  are  at  this  moment 
practising  upon  the  Parliament  and  the  Na- 
tion, must,  if  persevered  in,  end,  at  no  very 
distant   period,    in   utter  di'sraay,  confusion, 
and  destruction.     When,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion,  we    thought   it,    upon   this  our  fixed 
principle,  a  duly  incumbent  on  us,    to  con- 
trovert the  minister's  statements,  there  were 
not  wanting  persons  to  accuse  "  the  Gren- 
villes"  of  inconsistency,   in  representing  the 
country  as  being   nearly  a  bankrupt   after 
having  asserted  that   she  was  able   to  con- 
tinue the  war.     Jn  the  fir-;t  place  we  know 
not    whether  those    noblemen   and   gentle- 
men,  designated  by  "  the  GrenviUes,"  ho- 
noured   our   opinions    with    their    concur- 
rence;    2dly,    if   they    did,    they    did    not 
thereby  agree  in  representing  the  nation  as 
nearly  a  bankrupt,  because  our  opinions  led 
to    no   such    conclusion  ;    3dly,    supposing 
fhem  to  agree   in  this   representation   upon 
ihe  prospects  presented   by  a  peace  which 
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was,  in  fact,  an  everlasting  war,  it  did  not 
follow   that   the   same   opinion  would   have 
applied   to   a    war  which   might  have  been 
put   an   end  to  ;   and,   4thly,   if  it   hod  even 
neces-;ari!y  followed,    from  the  representa- 
tion attributed   to  them,  that  the  war  must 
have  produced  a  national  bankruptcy,  still 
tl  ey  might,  as  we  now  do,  ntaintain,  that  a 
war  which  would  have  produced  a  national 
bankruptcy,    was     preferable    to    a    peace 
which,   if  persevered  in,  will  produce  a  na- 
tional bankruptcy  and  subjugation  into  the 
bargain.— On    the   occasion,   to   which  wc 
allude,   and    in  which  our  sentiments  were 
thus  grossly  and  basely  misrepresented,   wr. 
cautioned  the  p:itriots  of  'Change  Alley  not 
to   rely  on   the   minister's  word;    and,  are 
they  not  already  sorry  that  they  did  not  fol- 
low our  advice  ?  The  minister,  too,  we  cau- 
tioned against  the  effects  of  his  magnified 
and  vapouring  statement.     We  advised  him 
to   restrain  his  propensity  to  pompous  dis- 
play.    We  asked,    in    speaking  of  the  safe 
politicians,    ••  are   they    quite  sure   that   it 
"  was  prudent  to  indulge  (on  the  subject  of 
"  the  increase  of  their   resources)   in  their 
"  proud  exultation,   and  to  *  hope  their  state - 
"■  ments  ivouJd  he  published  in  France  ?'    Aie 
"  they  quite  sure,   that  they  shall  not   have 
"  cause  to  repent  of  their  shop-keeper-like 
"  wit,   their  purse-proud  exultation  .'    The 
"  coward,"   we  added,  "  never  should  cry 
"  roast- meat.     The  goose  with  the  golden 
"  eggs  should  steal  silently  from  her  nest  *." 
— C^n  the  subject  of  the  last  flaming  budget, 
we   said  :    "   Mr.  Addington    may  be  well 
'•  assured,  that    the   statement    which    has 
"  charmed    the   patriots  of  'Change   Alley, 
"  will  make  a  good  deal  of  vuuvais  sang  at 
"  St.  Cloud  f."     Accordingly,  we  see,  that 
the  I'rench  official  gazette  has  resented  the 
boastings  of  which  we  complained  ;  and,  it 
is  by  no  means  improbable,   that  the  mere 
indulgence  of  the  vanity  and   pomposity  of 
this  man  may,   at  bottom,   be  the  principal 
cause  of  that  panic  and  that  expense,  which 
have   now  come  upon  us,   and  which   will, 
as   the  least  possible  evil,   produce  a  consi- 
derable and   lasting  depreciation   in  the  na- 
tional  credit.     Uncertainty  is   the  bane    of 
credit,  and  that  this  teeling  now  prevails,  to 
a  degree   never  before  experienced  in  this 
country,  will  be  denied  by  no  one,  who  has 
not    some  sinister   motive    for    lulling   the 
public  asleep,   or  seeks    not  for  temporary 
fame    by    dealing  out    blustering,     rabble- 
rousing     speeches.      No    stock  holder    has 
scarcely  any  thing  worthy  of  the  name  of 
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confidence  left  in  his  mind  :  the  dealing  in 
that  species  of  property  is  fast  becoming  a 
mere  game  at  iiaznrd,  the  pregnant  source 
of  disappointment,  mortification,  ruin,  beg- 
gary, disallection,  disloyahy,  and  sedition. 

<'  There  is  a  ;;iilpli,  where  thousands  fell, 
"   Here  all  the  bold  ailventurers  came, 

"    A  narrow  sound,  though  deep  as  hei!  ; 
*'  'Ciiance-Alley  is  the  dreadiul  name. 

•'   Nine  times  a  day  it  cbH-  a;i,I  flows  ; 

"  Yet  he  tlist  on  tlie  s-.irince  lies, 
*'   Wiihout  a  pilot  sekloni  knows 

"  'I"he  time  ir  (all?,  or  when  'twill  rise. 
*'  Noiv  bury'i!  in  the  dcptli  below, 

"   Now  niouated  up  to  heaven  again, 
*'  Tiicy  reel  and  stagger  to  and  fro, 

"   At  their  wits  end,  like  drunken  men  *." 

Dreadful  as  is  this  picture^  it  will  soon  be 
verified  in  every  part,  unless  prevented  by 
■war,  by  another  wily,  a  successful  war  against 
France,  which,  we  repeat  it  again  and  again, 
is  the  only  possible  means  of  recovering 
that  military  and  political  confidence,  wiiii 
which  pecuniary  confidence  is  inseparably 
connected. 

Army  and  Navy. — The  ability  of  w^- 
ging  this  war  we  have,  though  in  a  degree 
greatly  diminished  since  the  peace.  Besides 
ihe  strong  places  which  we  have  given  up, 
and  that  to  France,  too,  we  have  sent  adrift 
a  numerous  and  well-disciplined  rniiitia,  for 
tPiC  express  purpose,  it  would  appear  (feu 
there  is  no  other  that  can  be  imagined)  of 
taking,  in  their  stead,  as  many  as  we  can 
get  together,  of  raw  and  undisci[-/Iined  men, 
to  the  disturbance,  distress,  and  misery  of 
private  families,  as  well  as  to  the  great  in- 
jury of  agriculture  and  manufactures.  This 
as  so  evident,  that,  in  any  other  time,  v/e 
should  think  an  explanation  of  our  mean- 
ing unnecessary  j  bur,  the  reproach  of  d\i<.- 
heariening  the  people,  Vvhich  the  "  saU 
politicians"  pour  out  on  every  one,  who  at- 
tempts to  shov/  the  evil  consecjuence  of  their 
ignorance  and  selfishness,  induces  us  to  say, 
that  it  is  not  the  calling  out  of  the  militia, 
which  we  represent  as  a  hardship  ;  it  is  not 
what  the  people  ought  to  bear  of  which  wc 
complain,  bat  we  complain,  and  we  liave  a 
right  to  complain,  of  every  thing  ^^^,ich 
they  and  which  the  service  suffer  merely 
from  the  blindness  or  the  perverseness  of 
those  who  hold  tiie  reins  of  government, 
and  who  assumed  those  reins  upon  the  con- 
dition of  respciislbUhy.  Twenty  thousand 
men  are  instantly  wanted  for  joreign  ser- 
vice; not  for  hostile  expeditions,  but  for 
the  defence  of  our  colonies,  the  very  best  of 
which  (Jamaica)  will,  if  war  should  be  the 
result,  be  attacked  in  less  than  two  months 
from     this    day.      These    twenty    thousand 
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men  could  have  been  spared,  if  our  militia 
had  not  been  disembodied.  Now  we  can- 
not spare  a  man,  to  say  nothing  of  our  want 
of  more  than  we  have  for  the  defence  of 
our  home  dominions,  especially  in  Ireland, 
where  there  does  not  yet  even  exist  a  law  for 
raising  a  militia. — As  to  the  fleet,  the  im- 
provident and  disorganizing  measures  of 
the  "  i.afi  politicians"  are  still  more  fatally 
manifest.  The  minister  assured  the  Parlia- 
ment, that  fifty  ships  of  the  line  could  be 
got  ready  for  sea  in  a  month  !  Six,  at  the 
utrnost,  is  all  that  could,  in  any  possible 
emergency,  at  this  moment,  go  out  ot  har- 
bour !  And,  of  the  50,000  seamen,  voted  in 
November,  not  one  half  are  yet  raised,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  10,000,  voted  the  other 
day,  and  v.'ho  will  never,  we  fear,  have  an 
existence,  in  his  Majesty's  service,  except 
upon  paper.  *  The"  safe  politicians" have^ 
in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  annihilated 
the  mnterials,  of  which  this  glorious  navy 
was  composed.  Y>'e  last  week  stated, 
that  seven  thousand  of  our  se.amen  had 
gone  into  the  service  of  France,  but,  from 
accounts  \s'hich  we  have  since  received, 
we  are  much  afraid,  that  they  amount  to 
double  that  number.  The  naval  artizans  are 
now  sought  after  and  caressed  by  the  Ad- 
miralty, by  that  same  Admiralty,  whose 
haughty  and  insolent  satellites  spurned  them 
from  their  presence,  and  who  sent  them  to 
beg  or  to  starve.  Some  of  the  people  who 
received  this  brutal  treatment,  have  been 
regained,  and  they  are  hurried  dov/n  to  the 
distant  Dock- Yards /^ //'t- cMcZ' ;  but,  great 
numbers  of  them  have  gone  to  France, 
where  they  are  now  employed,  preparing 
the  future  means  of  their  country's  destruc- 
tion. While  men  like  these  have  the  ma- 
nagement of  public  affairs,  what  hope  can 
be  entertained  by  any  reasonable  man  ? — In 
spite,  however,  of  ail  these  disadvantages,  a 
v.ar,  in  proper  hands,  if  instantly  begun, 
upon  a  good  system,  and  having  a  determi- 
nate object,  might  be  waged  against  France 
with  success.  There  is  yet  a  sutiiciency  of 
means,  but  there  wants  the  soul  and  the  ta- 
lents to  call  thei=n  forth,  to  put  them  in  mo- 
tion, and  to  direct  them  to  their  proper 
ends.  We  have  heard,  indeed,  and  we  have 
heard  it  with  inexpressible  satisfaction, 
tiiat  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and 
"  his  two  Phocae"  are  about  to  be  removed; 

*  For  a  cnntinst  to  the  conduct  of  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty,  w't  beg  leave  to  reter  our 
readers  to  p.  3c)''>,  where  they  will  see  what  exer- 
tions the  naval  department  was  capable  of  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  war.  From  the  same 
article  they  may  abu)  perceive  the  amazing  difTer- 
ence  between  the  naval  estrtblishraeulo  of  the  last 
and  the  present  peace. 
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but,  if  they  nre  to  be  replaced'  by  other 
*'  scifd  politicians,"  the  public  will  gain  but 
little  by  the  change.  Somelbing,  liowever, 
it  must  gain;  for,  it  is  absolutely  impossi- 
ble, that  three  other  such  Naval  Lords  should 
be  found  in  any  part  of  the  ship,  from  tlie 
poop  to  the  bowsprit. 

War  or  peace  ? — This  is  the  question 
now,  as  it  was  in  October  last,  and  we  will 
still  answer  peace,  if  the  present  ministry 
exist.  They  knovv  the  country  would  not 
trust  them  with  a  war:  it  would  deserve  to 
be  burnt  up  if  it  did ;  and,  they  are  re- 
solved to  keep  their  places  to  the  latest  mo- 
ment that  they  can  hang  on,  with  any 
chance  of  safety  to  themselves..  They  have 
put  up  with  injury  upon  injury,  insult  upon 
insult,  ignominy  upon  ignohnny,  till  they 
have  mads  their  country  a  by  word  and  a 
reproach  amongst  the  nations;  and,  our 
readers  may  be  well  assured,  that  they  did 
not  make  the  present  shew  of  resistance, 
upon  any  other  consideration  than  that  of 
their  oiun  safety.  They  must  long  have 
known  the  intentions  of  Buonaparte  ;  they 
would  have  made  any  further  sacrifices  to 
pacify  him  ;  but,  they,  at  last,  were  per- 
suaded that  he  was  actually  about  to  make 
an  attack,  and  then  they  became  alarmed 
for  ibemselves,  fearing,  that,  if  his  Majesty 
should  awake  some  morning  and  find  him- 
self no  longer  the  sovereign  of  Ireland,  mi- 
nisterial resporniblUty  might  become  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  pompous  sound.  It  is 
possible,  therefore,  that  their  fears  may  have 
magnified  the  danger  of  invasion.  When  a 
coward  turns  his  head  towards  his  enemy, 
he  always  either  shuts  his  eyes  or  sees 
double;  tv.'o  most  admirable  properties  in  a 
statesman,  for  the  former  of  which  v.e  have 
already  paid  most  deaily,  and  we  are  now, 
perhap-s,  to  suiter  for  the  latter. 
— As  to  the  object,  of  the  negoliation,  or 
pretended  negotiatiori,  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  say  preciseiy  vvhaL  it  is;  bat  this  we 
vvetf  know,  that,  if  it  be  any  reinn.-u:!;  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  it  i^  of  far  less  im- 
portance than  many  of  the  sacrifices  al- 
ready made  and  completed  by  that  treaty, 
Alalta  is,  too,  of  infinitely  less  importance 
than  Louisiana,  and  the  ministers  are  ready 
and  willing  to  sufier  the  French  to  depart 
ior  that  colony,  even  before  the  point  »viih 
respect  to  Malta  and  Egypt  is  settled  ! 
Nay,  it  would  appear  from  the  message, 
that  they  would  regard  as  a  proof  of  a 
pacific  disposition  the  departure  of  the 
French  troops  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Ja- 
maica, which  is  much  more  vulnerable  than 
Ireland  itself.  Such  is  the  slate  to  which 
this  peace  lias  reduced   us,   that  we   ihink 


about  nothing  but  our  own  domestic,  nay, 
almost,  our /z«\foW  safety.  We  were  for- 
merly sensible  to  the  slightest  blow  in  the 
limbs,  and  even  in  the  extremities  of  the 
empire;  but,  having  been  kicked  and 
bruised,  having  become  "  a  most  vile  and 
"  beaten  thing,"  we  seem  to  have  no  wish 
remaining  but  that  of  preserving  our  lives. 
We  have  seen  it  stated,  and  in  print  too, 
that  Buonapart<?,_y/V/ir/i?rt'  in  the  affair  of  the 
inJenmitics  and  of  StoitT-erland ;  arid,  if  tiiat 
really  was  yielding,  we  are  fully  persuaded 
he  will  yield  now.  Reader  jtour  mleux  sav.icr 
is,  too,  an  art  which  the  Corsican  perfectly 
understands.  "  The  tiger,"  said  Mr. 
Pickering  to  the  Aniericans,  "  always 
"  crouches  beibre  he  leaps  upon  his  prey  ;" 
and,  we  beg  our  readers  to  be  assured, 
that  if  Buonaparte  draws  back  at  present 
so  iar  as  to  furnish  the  "  safe  politicians" 
with  a  plausible  pretext  for  keeping  theiir 
places  a  little  longer,  he  will,  at  no  great 
distance  of  time,  fall  upon  this  country 
with  a  force  which  she  will  not  be  able  lo 
resist. — The  MordteuTi,  copies  of  which  v.-e 
have  received  to  the  15th  instant,  seem*. 
also  to  strengthen  the  opinion  we  have 
formed  on  this  subject.  It  contains  the 
King's  message,  without  any  remark  upon 
it;  and  this  state  paper,  which  operated 
like  a  thunder-stroke  on  the  funds  of  this 
country,  had,  when  the  last  advices  came 
away,  produced,  as  will  be  seen  bv  our 
stock-table,  very  little  depression  in  those 
of  France.  The  cause  of  this,  however, 
v.'e  cannot,  without  more  information,  fully 
ascertain. 

The  Mechanical  Ministky. — But, 
besides  many  other  forcible  reasons  for 
Buonaparte's  patching  up  the  present  dis- 
pute, there  is  one,  which  alone,  we  think, 
must  decide  him  so  to  do  ;  and  that  is,  he 
must  know,  that  the  present  ministry 
would,  in  case  of  actual  war,  be  instantly 
driven  out  of  place,  and  he  must  also 
know,  that,  if  the  whole  British  don^inions, 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  were  ran- 
sacked, another  set  of  men,  of  uhatevor 
country  or  colour,  could  not  be  found  so 
exactly  fitted  to  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing \\\{\\  him-  "  the  relations  of  peace  and 
"  cf  amity.''''  Negroes  would  have  muti- 
nied fifty  times  under  the  treatment,  which 
they  have  patiently  and  silently  received  at 
his  hands.  H  war,  or  any  other  cause, 
should  ever  bring  their  precious  diplomatic 
transactions  to  the  light,  the  people  of  this 
country,  if  they  have  any  sense  or  feeling 
left,  will  die  with  shame  at  having  been 
governed  by  such  m.en.  Lord  Carlisle,  to 
whom  the  nation   is  indebted  for  the  first 
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warning  it  received,  fespecting  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  from  these  "  ne-^j  and 
*•'  2^«/rW  ministers,"  has  latel}'  mosthappily 
described  them  as  being  a  machhie^  formed 
by  Mr.  Pitt.  "  I  will  not,"  sajd  his  lord- 
ship, "  call  them  an  infernal  machlm^  but  I 
''  willsa),  tliat  they  have  proved  inSnitelv 
*'  more  destructive  to  their  country,  than 
*'  that  machir.c  was  to  the  buildings;  and 
«■-  tire  people  of  Paris."  Shamefully,  in- 
deed, was  the  nation  insuUed  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  machine,  wdiich  is  hardly 
worfliy  the  hand  of  even  a  journeyman 
poh'tician.  One  of  the  v^  heels  was  soon 
taken  out  and  replaced  by  another.  What 
further  repairs  will  tnke  place,  what  fur- 
ther mending  and  patching,  what  further 
nails,  and  pegs,  and  bolts,  and  elects,  and 
braces  will  be  used  to  hold  together  this 
feeble  and  rickety  frame,  it  would  be  pre- 
sumption in  us  to  predict;  but,  the  public 
must,  by  this  time,  be  well  convinced,  that, 
Tinless  it  be  knocked  to  pieces,  in  a  very 
short  time,  it  will  work  the  complete  de 
struction  of  the  British  monarchy. — Tlie 
Cbrsican  is  said  to  have  grossly  insulted 
Lord  Whitw(,^rth.  We  deeply  lament  that 
v^ur  Sovereign  should  be  exjio-^ed  to  insult, 
jn  the  person  of  his  representative;  but, 
what  else  was  to  be  expc-cted,  when  the 
tame  and  degrading  conduct  of  the  mi- 
nisters was  taken  ijito  consideration  ?  It  is 
\o  their  pusillanimity,  their  propensity  to 
crouch  at  his  feet,  that  we  are  to  attribute 
the  insolence  of  Buonaparte  !  "  He  were 
*'  no  wolf,  but  that  he  finds  ihem  to  be 
*'  sheep."  As  Lord  Temple  ob-erved, 
•*'  they  attract  danger  and  disgrace,  as  con- 
*'  ductors  attract  lightning;  as  blunt  con- 
^'  ductors,  which  attract  most  strongly,  and 
♦'  spread  the  mischief  most  widely."* 
They  are  always  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  : 
not  one  of  them  can  even  guess,  now  at 
this  moment,  whether  we  shall  have  war, 
or  not :  their  councils  are  full  of  doubt  and 
of  indecision  :  they  are  continually  balanc- 
ing between  the  fear  of  losing  their  places 
and  that  of  incurring  the  i esjionsibihty  at- 
tached to  those  places  : 

"  Whatc'er  their  doubtfal  hands 

"  Attempt,  confusion  straight  appears  behind, 

"  And  troubles  all  their  work.    Through   many  a 

"  maze, 
"  Perplex'd  they  struggle,  changing  every  part, 
■'  O'erturning  every  purpose  ;   then,  at  last, 
*'  Sit  down  disrnav  d,  and  leave  the  entangled  scene 
"  For  scorn  to  sport  with "f 


*  See  Debates,  Register,  Vol.  II.  p«  1O90. 
f  Akenside. 


The  Dey  of  Alg:er<;  ha?,  it  wpuld  se?m,  fallen 
out  with  h:5  brother  of  Paris,  whether  upon  points 
of  faith  or  of  morality  wc  know  not,  but  two 
French  ttigates  have  hcca  sent  to  protect  the  ships 
of  that  nation  against  the  corsairs  of  the  Dey. — • 
It  is  stated  that,  by  the  consent  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  the  Bavarian  l.inrue  is  sappi  esseJ,  in  the 
Older  ot  Malta.  What,  theli,  licccmcs  of  our  trea- 
ty ? — Intelligence  fiom  Constantinople  states,  that 
the  suite  ot  General  Brune  consists  of  .'/'.v/j'  per- 
sons, who,  like  the  commercial  n^ents  here,  are 
destined  tor  dirTcrent  parts  ot  the  Turki.'h  em- 
pire.  The  French  expedition  to  the  East  In- 
dies sailed  from  Brest  en  the  6Th  instant.  Linois 
is  the  Vice-Admiral  commanding  ihe  siiips,  and 
I)ec.\ek  the  oCaptain-Geneidl,  The  t-quadrou 
consisted  of  1  ship  of  the  line  .ind  3  Irigatcs. 
Transport-vessels, were  to  join  thtm  from  Uour- 
deaux  and  1/Oiient.  The  number  of  tioops  is 
not  stateil  in  the  French  papers  ;  but,  we  have 
good  authority  to  state,  tliat  they  arc  upwards  of 
seven  th.ousand  in  number,  and  are  to  touch  at 
that  "free-port,"  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
we  strongly  sus|)ect  they  will  never  sufler  an  En- 
glish ship  to  touch  again.  But,  this  sailing  of- 
expeditions  from  France  can  be  no  cause  of  um- 
brage to  our  ministers.  Tliose  "  ja/V  politicians," 
on  the  contrary,  must,  according  to  the  words  of 
the  message,  regard  sueh  expeditions  as  a  ground 
for  putting  a  stop  to  our  warlike  prepaiations. 
So  that,  it  the  enraged  Buonaparte,  will  best 
leave  us  in  ihe  quiet  possess'on  r)f  tiiis  "  nice 
little  tight  little  Island,"  he  may  ravage  all  the 
world  beside; ;  for,  .>. :  in  cdonic^,  Dr.  Btcke  lias 
clearly  proved,  th-ic  ihe  trade  between  Manchester 
and  London  is  of  much  mote  quick  return  as  well 
as  more  J  i/V-  and  more  frofitdhle,  than  the  trade  he- 
t  iveen  Lctdsn  aiidj  imaica  !  .'  !  !  1 J  And  this,  this  is 
one  of  the  nun,  whose  opinions  are  the  guide  of 
the  Biitish  minister  !  —  From  Petersburg  it  is  in-r 
timated,  th.it  Buonapartt  has  consented  to  cer- 
tain propositions,  which  tire  Emperor  had  made 
relative  to  Malta  and  to  a  provision  for  the  king 
o.f  Sardinia.  Should  this  be  so,  here  is  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  believing  tliat  our  dispute  with 
France  will  he  patched  up  ;  because  we  well  k)iow, 
that  the  concessions,  which  the  Emptior  teijuired 
from  the  Consul,  formed  one  of  the  grounds,  on 
which  the  "  s.ife  politicians''  built  their  hopes  of 
success  from  the  present  shew  of  vigour.  As  to 
Malta,  too,  the  fate  of  that  island  seems  to  liava 
been  takeia  entirely  r,ut  of  our  I  nuh.  The  Emperor 
of  i\U5siais  the  arbiter.  What  he  ctjnsenis  10 
we  cannot,  without  war,  refuse  to  sanction. 


We  particularly  call  the  attention  of  our  read- 
ers to  the  article  in  our  present  Number  "  On  Lord 
St.  Vincent  and  the  Navy."  I'rom  its  extreme  length, 
we  were  under  the  necessity  of  printing  it  in  a 
smaller  character  than  usual,  which,  we  trust,  its 
author  will  kindJy  excuiC. 

OurCorrespondent  X.  will  seethat,  it  was  not  in 
our  power  to  insert  h\s  vAmh\t  ol'ser-vation^  occasion' 
edhy  his  Maf  sty's  late  Message  to  Parlianu-ni  this  week, 
but  he  may  rest  assured  that  they  shall  speedily 
be  attciidtd  to. 
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LONDON,  March   19  to  March  26,  1803, 
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POLITICS   or    FRANCE. 


Sir, — If  you  think  the  fragments  herewith 
inclosed  worth  the  notice  of  the  Public, 
you  will  much  oblige  one  of  your  readers  to 
insert  them,  or  any  part  oi  them,  in  your 
Register.  They  are  transcribed  from  the 
journal  of  a  gentleman  now  travelling  in 
France.  The  work  itself  is  under  the  pres-i, 
but  not  yet  ready.  Yours,  &c.  Swenska.* 

France  has  the  forests  of  Germany  for 
the  use  of  her  dock-yards ;  with  f  loUand, 
she  acquires  an  extent  of  coast  and  a  chain 
of  sea-port?,  which  may  enable  her  to  raise 
a  numerous  navy  in  a  few  years. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  Consulate  in- 
tends to  raise  an  enormous  navy,  and  to  dis- 
tribute it  as  follows:  in  the  Mediterranean, 
France  shall  maintain  30^ 

Spain -  -  -  20  f  65  sailof  the  line 

The  Italian  states,  in-      f    of  battle  siiips. 
eluding  Naples  -  -  15) 

From  Cadiz  to  the  Texel, 
France  shall  maintain  lool     160  sail  of  the 

Spain 40  >     line  of  battle 

Holland    --.„--    20 3      ships. 

Should  the  French  compose  a  navy  in  this 
manner,  and  oblige  their  allies  to  keep  up 
95  sail  of  the  line  for  the  service  of  the  re- 
public, the  Dutch  and  Spani  h  officers  and 
men  will  be  under  the  immediate  orders  of 
their  masters,  the  French.  The  incon- 
venience of  separate  commanders,  which 
has  so  often  frustrated  the  best  combined 
plans  of  confederate  forces,  v,  ill  thereby  be 
avoided. 

The  heavy  navies  of  France  will  not, 
however,  soon  be  in  a  state  to  give  much 
uneasiness  to  her  rival  neighbour.  Should 
Buonaparte  seriously  set  about  building 
line  of  battle  ships,  Great-Britain  may  con- 
gratulate herself  and  let  him  go  on.  Lucky 
gamesters  play  boldly;  but,  when  they  meet 
with  a  kw  successive  checks,  they  lose 
their  clue,  and  become  more  disconcerted 
than  others.  The  Consul  has  hitherto 
staked  high,  and  with  remarkable  success  ; 
should  he   attempt   to  pursue   his   fortune 

*  For  the  interesting  communications  of  our 
correspondent  Swenska,  we  refer  our  readers  to 
Vol,  II.  p.  129,  355,548,609.  They  will  all  be 
found  highly  important  at  the  present  juncture^ 

You  III. 


[419 

upon  the  ocean,  his  preparations  •will  be 
analogous  to  his  usual  measures  ;  skirmish- 
ing is  not  in  his  tactics;  if  he  send  a  fleet  to 
sea,  it  will  be  such  a  fleet,  as  France  never 
could  boast  of  before ;  but  if  the  spirit  of 
the  British  nation  do  not  entirely  subsid*  'n\ 
the  interval,  that  fleet  will  be  beaten; 
every  effort,  which  revenge  can  devise,  will 
be  made  to  augment  its  force,  and  it  will 
be  beaten  again  ;  its  creator  may  then  lose 
his  temper,  and  France  will  lose  her  stake 
in  the  game. 

The  light  flotUlas^  which  the  republic  is 
preparing,  may,  perhaps,  merit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  British  government,  more  than 
all  the  heavy  navies  of  Europe  and  America 
together.  It  is  certain.,  that  at  this  moment, 
arrangements  are  making  to  form  and  repair 
such  dejiSts  and  convenient  harbours,  be- 
tween Brest  and  the  Ems,  where  1500  to 
2000  light  vessels  may  be  kept  in  safety  and 
constant  readiness;  to  act  either  offensively, 
or  to  defend  their  own  coast,  as  occasion 
may  point  out,  or  require  :  it  is  equally- 
certain,  that  immense  quantities  of  mate- 
rials and  stores,  for  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  these  vessels,  are  already- 
collecting  from  all  quarters  :  and,  there  is 
no  doubt,  that  the  Consulate  intends  to  extend 
this  naval  system  of  light  squadrons  to  j4merica  and 
the  IV est -Indies. 

This  statement  of  the  natural  and  mora! 
sources  of  France,  are  by  no  means  ex- 
aggerated ;  the  estimates  we  have  given, 
are  far  under  what  an  intelligent  govern- 
ment might  derive  from  the  mexhaustible 
treasures  of  that  overgrown  empire.  For- 
tunate, perhaps,  it  may  be  for  tlie  yet  in- 
dependent nations  of  Europe,  that  those 
sources  of  irresistible  force  are  in  the  hands 
of  Frenchmen  ! 

Except  when  the  personal  characters  of 
leading  men,  may,  now  and  then  influence 
the  measures  of  a  government,  the  politics 
of  every  state  is,  to  secure  its  independence, 
augment  its  power,  and  elevate  its  rank. 
These  objects  cannot  be  pursued  si'ngly,  they 
are  interwoven  with  one  another.  The  in- 
dependence of  a  state  can  only  be  secured 
by  an  unremitted  progression  in  power,  of 
which  rank  is  a  consequence.  Almost  all 
P 
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ytat^s  have  ije'guil  lo  decline,  as  soon  as 
they  ceased  tc^  nse,  'i'he  ambilion,  avarice, 
and'  ignorance  of  individiuV.s,  allow  nations 
r.o  intervral  of  stationary  quiet  and  seciiily. 

In  modern  times',  the  only  governments 
that  seem  to  have  acted  upon  any  digested 
system,  are  the  French  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  and  the  j 
Riilsinn  sl-.ce  that  of  Peter  I.  These  two 
i-nonarchs  'clt  tlie  internal  strength  of  their 
respective  empires,  and  :xieasured  the  pow- 
ers of  their  !.cighbours. 

When  Louis  assumed  the  direction  of 
affairs,  he  found  h'imsclf  hemmed  in,  on  the 
side  of  Gcrfnany,  Italy  and  Spain,  by 
Austria;  nnd  on  al!  other  sides,  by  Great- 
Britain  and  Holland.  To  break  through 
that  circ-.imvailation,  was  an  enterprize 
Y'ortl'jy  oi'  n  young  aspiring  monarch  ;  and 
r'?.  enterprizing  princes  generally  do,  he 
Yrrc'L'jCC'ed.  By  the  valour  of  his  arras,  se- 
'.'•r.ded  by  the  infatuation  and  treachery  of 
bis  peighbours,  he  levelled  down  all  the 
bvd'\?(-nrks  of  his  opponents;  and  laid  Europe 
open  to  the  inroads  of  France.  He  broke 
the  povver  of  AasLria,and  thereby  destroyed 
the  union  and  fo.ce  of  the  German  empire; 
he  made  Spain  a  province  of  his  dominions; 
annihilated  i^ie  arrogant  and  indepcnder.t 
spirit  of  ih:i  Dutch  *  ;  and  deprived  Great- 
rritain  of  ail  her  useful  connexions  on   the 
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but  a  poor  use  of  the  means  he  left  at  their 
disposal,  it  is  true,  but  they  adhered  to  the 
leading  principle  of  his  system;  thev  kept 
fast  hold  of  Spain;  took  all  th.e  measures, 
which  a  court  like  that  of  Versailles  could  be 
expected  to  devise,  to  weaken  the  House  of 
Austria;  to  attach  Holland  to  France,  and 
un.dcrmine  and  divide  the  British  empire. 
Todirect  the  govcrnmentof  Spain,  to  subdue 
the  Low  countries,  and  to  attach  aiid  secure 
Holland  in  the  interests  of  France,  were 
considered  as  the  most  effectual  means  to 
ruin  the  maritime  trade  and  de•^troy  the 
power  of  Great-Britain.  These  three  ob- 
jects vv'ere  the  principal  articles  in  the 
political  creed  of  the  French  monarchy. 
They  are  now  accomplished  !  Hov/  lar 
their  effects  may  ultimately  justify  the  cal- 
culations that  have  been  made  upon  them, 
will  depend  upon  the  Briti  h  cabinet.  The 
result  will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  shortly  seen. 
The  revolution  has,  in  no  wise  altered 
the  politics  of  France  ;  it  has  changed  the 
actors  and  they  have  adopted  new  mea- 
sures. FiU  they  are  tneasiires  -much  irwre  dan- 
grrous  to  the  Jieace  of  tJie  civilised  ivorlJ  thctn  iliose 
of  their  pndecessurs.  Instead  of  grovelling," 
in  obscure  intrigue,  deceit  and  circumven- 
tion, the  champions  of  the  Republic  have 
substituted  a'  bold  system  of  treachery, 
violence  and  milicary  despotiira.  Daring 
the  iew  years,  that  tiiey  have  exercised  the 
supreme  authority,  the  Rejiublic  has  achieved 
all  thai  Louis  Xlf  .  fieyha/is^  ever  intended ; 
France  is  raised  to  an  eminence  of  power, 
which  in  that  prince's  time,  would  have 
made  him  as  completely  master  of  Europe, 
as  he  was  of  Alsace  and  Navarre.  Ihe 
treaties  of  Luneville  and  Amies ^,  have  7nade 
the  First  Consul  a  more  formidable  potentate,  than 
Ut'ccht  and  Rastadt  made  the  chief  of  ike 


conlinenf  of  E'^rope  f.   His  succe-^sors  made 

*  The  Dutch  struggled  long  and  bravely 
to  consolidate  the  independence  and  politi- 
cal rank  of  their  country;  from  1709101712, 
they  believed  they  had  succeeded  ;  bat  one 
of  those  unloreseen  fatalities,  which,  in  a 
ifjoment  destroys  <he  work  of  ages,  bhisted 
nil  tlieir  hopes.  The  change  of  system  in  the 
British  Cabinet,  or  rather  the  change  of  men, 
(for  it  is  not  known  to  us,  that  ever  a  system   |   House  of  Bouyba 


v/asadopted  there)  produced  the  iniam.ous 
treaty  ot  Utrecht.  The  Dutch  having  spent 
immen'^e  treasures  during  the  war,  and 
obliged  to  abandon  all  the  advantages  they 
had  acquired  by  it,  their  proud  spirit  of  in- 
dependence and  ambition  ior  military  and 
r:aval  glory,  sunk  into  a  sullen  haired  to- 
wards Great-Britain.  That  hatred  never 
di.minished  ;.  on  (he  contrary,  the  connex- 
ions between  the  bouses  of  Brunswick  and 
Nassau  Orange,  and  our  interference, 
sometimes  by  intrigue  and  sometimes  by 
force,  in  favour  of  the  Siadthoiderate,  made 
every  Dutchman  our  inveterate  enemy  •  and 
has,  in  the  end,  made  Holland  a.  depart- 
ment   of  France. 

f  Since  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  Great-Bri- 
tain has  had  for  allies,  Portugal,  the  Stadtiiol- 
der,  Hanover  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hes^e 
Cassfii.  In  every  continental  war,  thcvc 
powers  have  been,  conciuered  by  tiit  aiai;  of 


Hov.ever,  although  the  Republic  may 
ce^-tainly  be  considered,  as  completely  mis- 
tress of  the  south-  westdialf  of  conti- 
nental Europe,  there  is  another  power,  of 
equal  force,  and  perhaps  of  superior 
strength,  that  claims  a  similar  dominion 
over  the  north  and  eastern-parts.  We  have 
before  said,  the  political  powers  and  mili- 
tary force  of  continental  Europe,  are  di- 
vided between  the  governments  of  France 
and  Russia.  These  two  mighty  empires, 
are  come  in  contact:  Berlin,  Vienna  and 
Constantinople,  can  only  be  considered 
as  three  neutral  po?ls,   situate  in  their  line 

France,  and  !;ave  been  ransomed  either  by 
British  m.oney,  or  by  British  conquests ;  or 
retp.ken  bv  oiher  pov.  ers  subsidised  for  that 
purpose:  witness  the  surrender  of  our  colo- 
nies at  every  peace,  and  our  subsidies  ta 
Prussia,  Sec.  .        ... 
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of  demarcation.  By  'lie  reduction  of  other 
states,  the  politics  of  Europe  are  much 
simplified  ;  but  that  very  circumstance  ren- 
ders the  respective  positions  of  the  two 
dictatorial  powers  more  critical.  The  in- 
termediate field  of  their  usual  machinations 
is  cl^red,  the  sliglitest  motion  of  the  one, 
must  now  directly  afreet  the  other. 

A  free,  independent  and  secure  com- 
munication between  the  southern  provinces 
of  Rll^sia  and  the  Mediterranean,  was  an 
essential  article  in  the  fundamental  system 
of  the  Czar  Peter;  it  has  been  pursued, 
with  more,  or  less  energy,  by  all  his  suc- 
cessors ;  and,  it  is  of  such  importance  to 
tlie  Russian  empire  that  it  can  never  be 
abandoned. 

The  navigation  of  the  Black  Sea,  was  a 
standing  project  in  the  politics  of  the 
French  monarchy;  it  is  now  obtained,  and 
to  preserve  it,  is  a  consideration  of  the  ut- 
most consequence  to  the  Republic.  The 
Turkish  government,  sunk  as  it  is,  into  a 
lethargic  effeminacy,  an  open  passage 
through  the  Archipelago  and  the  Darda- 
nelles, give  to  France,  not  only  the  direction 
of  the  trade  and  that  empire,  but  what,  to 
the  consulate,  is  an  object  of  infinitely 
greater  importance,  it  lays  open  the  only 
vulnerable  part  of  the  frontiers  of  Russia. 

Ill  the  present  state  of  things,  can  Russia 
an  1  republican  France  go  mutual  sharers  in 
the  trade  and  government  of  the  Turkish 
empire^-  Tiiis  is  by  no  means  likely;  nay, 
w-e  may  venture  to  say,  it  is  impossible. 
Which  of  the  parties  then  is  to  give  up  its 
pretension  >  The  cabinet  of  Petersburgh 
must  certainly  know,  that  should  the  Con- 
sulate be  allowed  to  assume  an  ascendancy 
at  Constantinople,  or,  to  intermeddle  in 
the  aflairs  of  Turkey,  the  fate  of  Moscow 
may  again  be  disputed  atPnltava!  Will 
the  present  government  of  France  retract 
and  leave  the  Seraglio  and  St.  Sophia  to 
the  desecration  of  Russians  ?  In  that  case, 
a  Cossack  and  Highland  army,  seconded 
by  a  Russian  and  iiritish  fleet,  might  yet 
confine  the  empire  of  Buonaparte  to  the 
government  of  his  Gauls  of  the  West.  Or, 
can  the  ambition  of  Russia  and  the  avarice 
of  France  be  satisfied  with  a  partial  parti- 
tion of  Turkey?  It  is  a  known  fact,  that 
the  Consul  did  propo^^e  to  the  court  of 
petersburgh,  to  leave  Moldavia,  Vv^alachia, 
Eessarabia,  Bosnia  and  Servia,  to  the  dis- 
posal of  Russia  and  Austria,  on  condition 
that  France  might  possess  Candia,  Nwgro- 
pont  and  other  Greek  islands  in  the  Archi- 
pelago. But  Russia,  would  as  soon  see 
France  in  possession  of  the  canal  of  Con- 
stantinople and  the  Crimea,  as  suffer  her 
to  fix  her  feet  on  posts  that  might  soon 
command     the     communication     between 
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the  Black  and  Mediterranean  seas.  Had? 
the  British  ambassador  arrived  at  Pari.* 
a  few  months  sooner  than  he  did,  his  Excel- 
lency could  have  informed  Buonaparic,  tl-at 
Russia  would  not  connive  with  France  for 
the  Turkish  provinces  north  of  the  Danube. 
His  lordship  himself  had  the  honour,  as  an 
agent,  to  sign  av,-ay  the  property  of  those 
countries  to  the  empress  Catherine  II.  Thii 
monument  of  British  shame  was  subscribed 
to  by  Sir  CharlesWhitworth,  at  Petersburgh, 
on  the  22d  July,  1791.  We  hope  it  will 
not  prove  ominous  ' 

Oczakow  was  not  only  the  key  to  the 
northern  provinces  of  Turkey,  it  was  to 
Constantinople,  what  Eergen-op-Zoom  and 
Maestricht  formerly  were  to  Amsterdam  j 
and  what  the  Pyrennees  might  yet  be  to 
Madrid.  That  post  in  the  hands  of  Russia, 
to  offer  her  the  sovereignty  of  Moldavia, 
Wallachia,  and  Bessarabia,  was  ridiculous 
enough. 

The  Russians  at  Akkirmann  and  Sorcko, 
and  ;he  French,  or  their  auxiliaries  in  Malta, 
the  Sultan  with  his  Seraglio  have  the  com- 
fortable prospect  of  very  soon  passing,  either 
au  fit  de  Pc/iee,  ou  sous  le  knuJt,  into  the  king- 
dom of  Mahomet.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
wdien  the  Emperor  of  Turkey  was  obliged 
to  surrender  Oczakow,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land was  mediator  with  36  line  of  battle- 
ships armed,  in  his  favour  ;  and  when  Malta 
was  ceded  to  be  possessed  by  France,  Great; 
Britain  was  also  an  ally  in  co  operation  with 
Turkey.  To  pro[>o«e  an  entire  partition  ot 
the  European  dominions  of  the  Turks,  to 
whom  give  Thrace  and  Constantinoj)!e  P 
Besides,  Russia  will  never  agree  to  a  divi- 
sion that  shall  leave  the  Grecian  i<-,iands  to 
France.  *  Nor  can  it  be  expected  that  the 
tjonsulate  will  leave  the  Bosphorus  to 
Ru?iS!a. 

Thus  between  these  two  government". 
matters  seem  to  become  rK^ariy  to  a  crisis. 
Considering  the  characters  of  each  respeo- 

*  Were  the  Cliief  Conul  to  admit, 
amongst  the  fractional  parts  of  his  political 
calculations,  tlie  value  of  the  characters  and 
abilities  of  the  men  he  finds,  here  and  there, 
at  the  head  of  the  public  aiTairs  of  other 
states,  he  might,  perhaps,  at  this  moment, 
be  induced  to  possess  himself  of  such  posts 
and  strong  holds  in  the  Levant,  as  would 
insure  to  the  Republic  at  once, the  (hnniniou 
which  she  will  otherwise  have  to  fight  for. 
Who  knows  but  such  is  his  design  ?  We 
cannot  however,  presume,  that  those  go- 
vernments which  are  most  immeJialolv  in- 
terested, can  be  so  immersed  in  ignorance 
and  lost  to  all  sense  of  public  duty  and  per- 
sonal safety,  as  not  to  see  through  tJie 
perfidious  manauvres  of  the  Consulate. 
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tively,  and  the  powers  and  attitude  of  the 
two  empires,  if  the  Consul  posse<;s  only 
half  of  those  transcendent  talents  which  his 
panegyrists  are  willing  to  allow  him,  he 
must  certainly  see,  that  their  present  cor- 
diality cannot  be  of  long  duration.  *  And 
he  is  no  doubt  likewise  aware  that  while 
Great  Britain  can  powerfully  interfere,  to 
risk  a  quarrel  with  Russia  would  be  impru- 
dent and  dangerous. 

In  thi';  situation  it  appears  to  us,  and  in- 
deed daily  occurrences  seem  to  confirm  our 
opinion,  that  the  plan  of  the  Chief  Consul  is, 
to  manage  the  Court  of  Petersburgh  until 
he  disengage  his  rear  ;  that  is,  tajtil  he  shall 
tie  iti/ivn  tht  British  Government  to  jiassive  in- 
activity. 

To  point  out  the  measures  by  which  the 
rulers  of  France  intend  to  reduce  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  inaction,  is  here  un- 
nece;sary;  they  are  already  plainly  exhibit- 
ed (0  the  world.  When  the  rest  of  Europe 
■was  beaten  oft'  the  field,  Buonaparte  saw, 
that  to  fight  with  Great  Britain  alone,  was 
an  unprofitable  trade j  the  archives  of  Ver- 
sailles, furni  hed  him  with  several  striking 
examples:  but  in  that  same  library,  the 
General  learned,  that  in  a  campaign  of 
diplomatic  negotiations,  victory  vvas  certain  ; 
this  was  tried,  and,  the  Cmisulaie  make  it  no  secret^ 
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*  It  is  truly  pitiful,  to  see  public  ministers 
and  men  charged  with  the  defence  of  nations 
cajoling  themselves  in  the  hope,  that  Russia 
and  France  will  quarrel  and  fight !  Quar- 
rel they  certainly  will;  but  when  tiiat  event 
takes  place,  woe  LO  their  neighbours!  While 
at  peace,  their  mutual  preponderance  re- 
quires only  dependency  and  obedience:  at 
war  their  hostilities  will  impose  upon  the 
ea<;tern  continent,  submission  and   slavery. 

W'hen  the  Czar  and  the  Consul  draw 
forth  their  legions  in  hostile  array,  mediatiun, 
armed  coalitions,  neutral  conventions  and 
demarcation-lines^  will  be  of  little  avail.  'I  hose 
powers  have  long  been  unused  to  cabinet 
v/arfare,  and  to  courtier  etiquette  in  the  field. 
The  intervention  of  other  states,  may  has- 
ten their  own  subjection,  but  cannot  ward 
off  their  fate.  The  chieftains  of  Russia  and 
France  will  meet  nearly  on  the  centre  of  the 
world  :  the  object  of  their  quarrel  will  not 
be  a  bishoprick,  a  sugar  island,  nor  who 
shall  read  their  mass  in  Latin,  or  say  their 
prayers  in  Greek  :  they  will  fight,  for  the 
possession  of  the  Hellespont  and  Bosfihorus^ 
two  posts  on  which  hangs  now  suspended, 
the  empire  of  our  eastern  hemisphere.  Such 
contending  parties  will  not  come  out  to 
skirmish  and  then  mutually  retire  J  nor  will 
they  fight  for  conquests  to  give  away  ;  tlie 
one  will  keep  the  field,— and  with  it  the 
dictatorship  of  the  v.'orid. 


that,  the  success  far  exreeAed  the  msst  sanguine 
exhectatiom.  Since  our  continental  alliances 
have  been  reduced  t  oa  fe  wneedy  subsidiaries, 
the  only  means  which  we  have  had  to  check 
the  ambitious  projects  of  France,  were,  to 
keep  the  French  colonies  and  trade  under 
the  guns  of  a  preponderating  navy.  This 
check  the  Consul  has  not  only  removed,  but 
he  has  also  inverted  the  position.  The  peace 
of  Amiens  has  left  the  British  colcnies  under  the 
Gms  of  France ;  every  passage  to  and  from  our 
possessions  abroad  is  now  flanked  by  posts 
already  garrisoned,  or  to  be  garrisoned  by 
the  republic  and  her  auxiliaries ;  and  Etig- 
land  herself  is  half  encircled  hy  the  naval  depots 
and  rising  flotillas  ef  her  enemies.  Buonaparte 
considers  Great  Britain,  as  being  reduced  io 
the  necessity  of  hereafter  confining  all  her 
military  and  naval  operations  to  the  defence 
of  her  own  dominions.  *  Abroad  he  has  now 
no  vulnerable  point  for  us  to  attack ;  and 
our  communication  with  the  continent  of 
Europe  and  Africa,  depends  immediately 
upon  his  will.  These  circumstances  open 
to  the  republic,  another  advantage  of  a 
more  serious  nature,  and  which,  the  Con- 
sul believes,  will  lay  open  and  expose  to 
his  tactics,  the  very  soul  of  the  state ;  namely, 
the  financial  sources  of  the  nation. 
(The  remainder  of  this  interesting  article,  containing 

Buonaparte' s opinion  on  the  Finances  of  England^ 

vjill  he  given  in  our  next.) 

FOREIGN  COUNTRIES.        ^ 

R»nie,  Fib.  24. — There  is  talk  here  of  a  new 
French  exptditioii  agaifist  Algiers.  In  the  treaty 
of  the  17th  Dec.  iSoi,  the  Dey  promised  to  rc- 
srore  to  France  all  the  establishments  on  that 
coast,  in  the  same  condition  in  whicli  they  were 
previous  to  the  year  1792;  but  he  now  refu.-es 
to  give  them  back,  unless  he  receives  the  old  tri- 
buic. — The  Republic  of  the  Seven  United  Islands 
has  sent  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  St.  Peters- 
burgh (who  has  already  arrive<l  at  Vienna).  In 
these  Islands  a  National  Assembly  (Nnxicnal: 
Cornniio)  has  been  convoked  to  settle  the  iniemal 
regulations,  relative  to  which  Count  Monctnigo 
and  the  President  Teotoclii  have  issued  Procla- 
maiions. 

Brest,  March  -. — The  eh'ects  of  General  Decaen, 
and  of  the  oiFiccrs  belonging  to  the  expedition  to 
India,  were  yesterday  embarked.  They  were 
themselves  to  go  on  board,  and  the  fine  weather 
will  no  doubt  expedite  their  departuie.  The 
Captain-General  i^ccacn,  and  Vice-Adin.  Linois, 
embark  in  the  Marengo.  The  ships  employed  in 
this  expedition  are  crowded  with  a  vast  number 
of  passengers.      Transport  vessels    are  expected 

*  No  state,  once  reduced  to  fight  in  its 
own  defence  ever  fought  long.  It  is  now 
about  a  century,  that  the  military  opera- 
tions of  Holland,  Austria  and  Turkey  have 
been  confined  to  the  defensive;  and  the 
warfare  as  well  as  the  independence  of 
these  states,  may  be  tonsideitd  as  having 
ni  ;rly  ceased,  ■ 
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from  Bourdeaux  and  L'Orient,  which  are  to  sail 
soon  after  on  the  same  destination. — March  8. — 
The  expedition  for  India,  which  sailed  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  day  before  yesterday,  must  have 
made  a  rapid  progress  in  its  voyage :  for  the 
■wind,  which  was  favourable,  blew  very  fresh  dur- 
ing that  night  and  the  whole  of  yesterday.  The 
Vessels  that  compose  the  expedition  are,  the  Ma- 
rengo of  the  line,  the  frigates  La  S^miUante, 
L'Atalante,  La  Belle  Poule,  and  the  tran'^port  La 
Cwtc  d'Or.  General  Vaiuler  Mac  Sen,  Adjutant- 
General  Binot,  and  the  officers  of  the  ttat  Major, 
departed  with  General  Decaen. 

Bade,  March  9. — The  new  Constitution  of  this 
country  begins  to  be  carried  into  execution.  The 
Helvetic  Senate  dissolved  itself  on  the  5th  instant, 
and  the  dissolution  of  the  Executive  Coancil  is 
fixed  for  this  day. — Before  it  dissolved  itself,  the 
Senate  passed  a  Decree,  in  which,  after  cxpiessing 
generally  their  thanks  to  the  First  Consul,  they 
declare,  that  they  receive  the  Act  of  Mediation 
with  gratitude  ;  that  all  the  Citizens  of  the  Hel- 
vetic Republic  are  invited  to  conform  to  its  dis- 
positions, ?.nd  to  rally  round  Citizen  D'Affry,  the 
ucwly  appointed  Landamman  of  Switzerland  ; 
and  that  the  Landamman  Bolder  is  charged  to 
communicate  this  Decree  to  Citizen  D'Affry. 

Hague,  Ma--ch  18.— ^A  Courier  from  the  First 
Consul,  has  brought  dispatches,  upon  the  receipt 
of  which  the  sailing  of  the  expedition  for  Louisi- 
ana was  countermanded.  The  troops  had  already 
left  their  respective  quarters  to  be  embarked ; 
they  are  no'.v  returning  to  them.  Several  batta- 
lions will  be  cantoned  at  Helvoet,  and  in  the  en- 
virons, where  they  will  wait  the  ulterior  disposi- 
tions of  the  French  Government.— ^Frequent  State 
Conferences  are  held  ;  sever.^1  couriers  have  been 
dispatched  to  different  destinations  ;  and  orders 
have  been  sent  to  the  Marine  Council,  and  the 
War  and  Finance  Departments.  We  hear  that 
Admiral  Hart.'.inck,  who  was  to  have  relieved  Ad- 
miral Dc  Waiter  in  the  Mediterranean,  will  not 
sail  with  his  squadron  from  our  ports  till  it  be 
decided  whether  peace  will  be  preserved  or  not. 
' — An  English  Messenger  has  brought  dispatches 
for  Mr.  Liston,  the  British  Minister,  and  is  gone 
with  important  Dispatches  to  ihe  Northern 
Courts. 

Paris,  March  I4.— They  write  from  Toulon, 
that  the  frigates  Le  Rhin  and  La  Cornelie,  were 
equipped  on  the  iSth  of  February,  to  cruize  be- 
fore Algiers,  and  prevent  the  Corsairs  of  those 
Pirates  from  injuring  our  commerce.  The  frigate 
La  Mairon  is  preparing  to  proceed  to  the  same 
destination.  It  is  known  that  ihe  Dey  of  Al- 
giers has  given  two  months  to  the  Agent  of  the 
Republic  to  quit  the  States.  We  are  ignorant  of 
the  motives  of  such  an  insult. — By  letters  from 
Munich,  dated  the  5th  of  March,  we  learn,  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  having  consented  to  the 
suppression  of  the  Bavarian  Languc,  of  the  Order 
Of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  its  goods  and  possessions 
will  be  united  to  the  domains  of  the  Elector,  by 
way  of  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  Bishoj)- 
ric  of  Eichsiett.  The  value  of  these  goods  is  esti- 
mated at  j,70D,ooo  fionns,  and  the  revenues  at 
I  71,000  florins. —  The  Government  of  the  Repub- 
lic decree,  that  the  exportation  of  specie  is  pro- 
hibited till  further  orders.- — The  Consuls  have 
issued  a  Decree,  forbidding  the  eaportation  of 
any  articles  composed  of  gold  or  silver. — On  the 
Jth  inst.  General  Lasnes,  AmbaEsador  to  Portugal, 
sailed  from  Rochelk  for  Lisbon^  ea  board  ;hti  fri- 
ga.te  L» Themis. 


FOREIGN    OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 

Prodatnation   addrejsed  l>y  Louis  D\'Jff'ry,    LaacLnniman' 
ef  Svjitxerland,    to   the  Inhabitant i   of  the  Ninttesn 
Confederated  CiiritonSt 

The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic  has 
given  an  act  of  mediation  which  ought  to  termi- 
nat«  the  dissentions,  and  fix  the  destiny  of  Swir- 
zerlnnd.  That  important  act,  the  result  of  long 
conferences  with  men  of  sagacity,  and  friends  of 
civil  order,  is  adapted  to  the  wants  and  the  dear- 
est interests  of  a  people,  whom  every  thing  invites 
to  the  pacific  enjoyment  of  a  stable  and  indepen- 
dent state  of  things.— Five  years  of  broils  and 
convulsions  evinced  the  inconvenience  of  a  Go- 
vernment eicluMvely  centraK  The  ancient  fede- 
ral system,  modified  by  changes  suited  to  the 
changes  of  our  cireumstances,  and  to  the  example 
of  tv/o  neighbouring  powers,  could  alone  answer 
the  wishes  and  situations  of  all  the  people  of  Swit- 
zerland.— Providence,  the  only  support  of  just 
and  virtuous  Government,  seems  to  have  chosen, 
at  this  period,  to  terminate  the  ills  afflicting  our 
country,  and  to  promise  us  felicity  for  the  time  10. 
come.  The  new  social  compact  must  be  execut- 
ed ;  political  divisions  must,  of  course,  cease  ;  the 
passions  must  be  constrained  to  silence.  Only  a 
wise  unanimity  of  wills,  a  constant  tend''ncy  to 
hinder  private  interests  from  interfering  with  that 
of  the  public,  can  give  sure  success  to  our  new  in- 
stitutions; and  only  their  sUcctss  can  confirm  our 
independence,*— It  will  belong  to  the  Governmenr 
of  each  Canton  to  form  for  itjclf  laws  suitable  to 
ihe  peculiarity  of  its  local  circumstances,  and  fit- 
ted to  advance  its  prosperity,  It  is  therefore  of 
the  greatest  importance  that,  at  the  next  elections, 
men  should  be  chosen  who  are  of  tried  probity, 
possessed  of  enlightened  intelligence  and  experi- 
ence, and  thus  capable  of  commanding  that  con- 
fidence which  can  alone  give  stability  and  visjour 
to  the  Government,  Everyman  who  loves"  his 
country  will  consult  only  the  voice  of  his  consci- 
ence, when  he  gives  his  suffrage,  and  will  reject 
all  advice  contrary  to  that  voice.-^Such  are  the 
means  which  will  enable  us  to  restore  to  the  Swiss 
nation  that  consideration  which  it  once  deservedly- 
enjoyed,  and  to  renew  tiiose  days  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  which  we  have  so  sensibly  felt, 
and  so  long  lamented  the  loss. — Given  at  Eri- 
burgh,  March  10,  ilioj. — L(,u:s  l)\'iffry. 

Landamman  of  Switzerland. 

Proclamation  of  the  Government  of  the  Batav'tan  Ripul<- 
lie,  rclatime  to  Trade  and  Ndvigation. 
The  Government  of  the  Batavian  Republic  de- 
clares,— That  having  taken  into  consideration 
that  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Dutch 
East-India  Company,  and  the  changes  occurred 
concerning  the  same,  as  also  the  restoration  of 
almost  all  the  possessions  and  establishments  of 
this  country  in  the  East-Indies,  had  rendered  it 
necessary  to  adopt  new  measures  and  regulations 
with  tegard  to  the  trade  and  navig,«iion  to  those 
potts;  and  the  interests  of  the  commercial  world 
not  admitting  them  to  be  deterred  until  the  whole 
plan  for  the  direction  of  the  East-India  posses- 
sions shall  have  been  organiied,  it  has  been  de- 
creed and  ordered  to  be  made  known  -.-—That  the 
navigation  and  trade  from  the  ports  of  this  P».e* 
public  to  Batavia,  as  also  to  the  west  of  InJiV.,  h 
free  and  open  for  all  the  inhabitar.ts  of  the  Bata- 
vi-TU  Republic,  under  the  foliov.'ing  stipulations: 
— That  by  the  west  of  India  is  understood  the 
Wcsteru  Coasi  of  thf  Island  ui  Sumatra,  tovsthef 
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-\i  ith  Malacca,. aa<^  all  countries  anl  places  situat- 
tii  to  tlie  wesiwdid  of  the  said  island,  and  a5  far 
toiith  as  tlie  Cape  ot  Good  Hope. — Tiiat  every  de- 
scription oi  goods  and  merchandize  rriiy  be  from 
hence  scut  thitiier,  ■vvith  the  exception  only  of 
WHilike  stores,  ammunition,  and  opium. — That 
the  importation  direct  from.  India  of  all  goods  and 
incrchandiEe  coming  from  the  westward  of  India, 
including  Java  sugar,  and  the  article  of  tea  only 
excepted,  is  permitted  by  the  Dutch  and  foreign 
vessels,  on  paying  the  duties  customary  on  im- 
portation.— Thar  lor  the  present  the  importation 
liither  of  goods  from  Batavia,  by  private  Dutch 
individuals,  shall  be  confined  to  su^ar  ;  yet  the 
right  is  retained  by  the  India  Government,  in  case 
ot  necessity,  to  sell  to  them  some  other  articles 
of  India  traffic,  out  of  their  stores,  as  also  to 
charter  their  sliips  for  the  henefiL  of  the  country, 
either  to  ciirize  or  make  voyages  in  India,  or  to 
xrarry  produce  to  this  Republic,  according  to  what 
'said  Government,  may  deem  most  bcnehcial  and 
^advisable  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  the 
Agreements  thev  nny  be  able  to  make  with  the 
individual  trader?. —  That  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Republic  shall  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  same 
'local  commerce  and  navigation  within  the  limit* 
-aforesaid  as  ate  or  will  be  allov/ed  to  the  inhabi- 
•tants  of  tiie  po'i.'jcsfions  of  the  Republic  settled 
thcfe,  subject  ai  -ays  to  the  laws  and  legulations 
■existing  there,  and  more  especially  to  the  duties 
'on  in;port  and  export. — That,  in  order  to  encou- 
rage trade,  no  duiies  whatever  of  e':port  shall  be 
levied  on  such  S'-,ips  as  sliall  cleai  out  for  this  Re- 
public direct,  frc.m  any  of  its  possessions  in  Ben- 
gal, Slid  on  the  Co.i-'^t  of  Coromandel  and  Malabar. 
.■ — That  the  .--hips  shall  be  obliged  to  return  to  the 
ports  of  this  Repuhiic,  and  not  be  perceived  to 
carry  or  tosciithcircargr.es,  nor  to  break  bulk 
■elsewhere,  on  fo-'teiture  of  ship  and  cargo,  or  the 
value  thereof  to  be  lecoveied  here  from  the 
'Owners.  —  'That,  in  pr.iportion  to  th.e  tonnage,  the 
ships  sh.ili  be  ob'i-gcd  to  csrry  out  to  the  fettle- 
ments  of  ihi  ^  Republic  a  certain  number  of  troops 
destined  for  the  i.uul  and  f-ea  service  in  those 
■qiiaiters,  the  am  lunt  of  passage  money  remaining 
to  be  detcrniinc'l. —  The  Government  orders  that 
•the  present  s!:-.U  be  made  public,  and  enjoins  all 
-.those  whom  it  concerns  to  coniorm  strictly  to  the 
■contents. — Htigue,  March  i,  1803. — By  order  of 
the  GovernmL-nt,  J.  St>oi>s,  President. — C.  G.  h'u.'t- 
■mcn. 
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PARLI  AMENT.'i.HY    MINUTES. 
Thuruldy,    Mun':    10.  —  Lords. —  Lord    Hobart 
brouglu  down    a  ,Me>sage   from    his  Majesty  rela- 
tive to  en. bodying  the  iniUtia,  for  which  pee  Com- 
mons. 

CO.M.MONS.- — Report  from  the  Committer  on  the 

Tish  Duty  Biil   read  and  agieed  to. — Irish  Stamp, 

.  Hat-,  Postiige,   and  C.-ime  Bills,  read    a   third  tune 

and    passed.-^ .Mr.  iVudington   brought   down    the 

followi.  g 

t.2ESS.\CE    FIIOM     HIS    MAJESTY. 

G.  R.  In  consequence  of  the  preparations  car- 
rying on  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland, 
xvhilst  liTipcrt.int  discussions  are  subsisting  be- 
tween jiis  Majesty  and  the  French  Government, 
his  jVIajesty  thinks  it  due  to  the  care  and  loncern 
■which  he  teels  for  lii'i  faithful  people,  10  omit  no 
n.eans  in  his  pow^r  which  may  coiuribiue  10  thtir 
f-ecurity  — In  pursuance  therefore  of  the  Acts  of 
Parlirfruent  enab.ing  hi.s  Majesty  to  call  oat  and 
assciUbic  the  miiitii*  01   the  L'niud  Xiii^dom,  his 


M.iJ£sty  has  thought  it  right  to  make  this  tom- 
muuication  to  the  House  o!  Commons,  to  the  end 
that  his  Majesty  may  cause  the  said  militia,  or 
such  part  thereof  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  ne- 
cessary, to  be  forthwith  drawn  out  and  embodied, 
and  to  march  as  occasion  sliall  require. — G.  R. 

Friday,  March  n. — LoKDs. — Mutiny  Bill  went 
through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. — Vexa- 
tious Arrests  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Accounts 
of  the  Irish  Bank  Notes  in  circulation  in  the  years 
179S,  1801,  and  2,  were  presented. 

Common.":. —  A  petition  was  presented  from 
Lord  Gwydir  and  others  against  the  Surrey  Iron 
Railway. — Irish  Chalking  Bill  lead  a  third  time 
and  passed.— On  the  motion  "  that  io,oco  sea- 
men be  added  to  the  number  now  existing  a  de- 
bate of  considerable  length  ensued,  which  will  be 
preserved  in  Sup.  to  Fol.  3.  The  speakers  were 
Messrs.  Serjeant,  Francis,  Addington,  Dent,  Fox, 
Burroughs,  Tord  Hawkesbury,  Messrs.  Elliot, 
Canning,  Pulteney,  Trench,  and  Thornton.  Th.e 
question  wai  then  put  and  passed  nem.  ew. — The 
Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  peti- 
tions complaining  of  an  undue  election  for  the 
city  of  Coventry  reported  "  that  they  had  judged 
F- W.  Barlow  duly  elected,  and  that  N.  JclTerys 
v.-as  disqualified  by  virtue  of  an  act  to  secure  the 
freedom  of  elections  ;  but  that  neither  the  peti- 
tions nor  the  opposition  to  them  were  frivolous 
and  vexatious.' — Mr.  Tierney  then  moved,  "  that 
the  Speaker  do  issuea  new  writ  tor  Coventry." 

Monday,  Match  14. — LoRDs — On  the  second 
reading  of  the  Prince  of  Wales' Annuity  B;ll,  a 
short  debate  ensued  between  Lords  Pelham,  Moira, 
Carlisle,  Darnley,  Suffolk,  Carnarvon,  and  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  which  will  be  found  in  our 
Su^p/fmeit, 

CoM.MoNs. — Kensington  Paving  Bill  read  a  tliird 
time  and  passed. — Mr.  Byng  brought  in  a  Bill  lor 
the  augmentation  of  the  salary  of  Coroners,  read 
a  first  time. — Mr.  Honocks  moved,  "  that  an  ac- 
count be  laid  before  the  House  of  the  quantiiv  of 
cotton  wool  and  cotton  twist  expoi ted  from  Uiis 
country  between  1790  and  1801."  Ordered. — Mr. 
York  moved,  "  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  an  estimate  of  the  charges  attending  the 
pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia."  Ordered. — On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  lists  of  the  free- 
holiicis,  the  validity  of  whose  votes  was  question- 
ed in  the  election  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
were  ordered  to  be  teived  by  the  ist  of  May. — 
Surrey  Iron  Railway  read  a  second  time. —  Mr. 
Vansitiart  presented  certain  accounts  relative  to- 
the  lottery. — Lord  Castlereagh  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  ac- 
counts presented  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the 
East-India  Company.  The  debate  which  ensued, 
together  with  a  correct  statement  ot  the  present 
situation  of  the  finances  of  the  Company,  will  be 
given  in  our  Suppleinem  to  the  present  volume. 
The  speaker?  were  Lord  Castlereagh,  Me.-.srs. 
Johnson,  Addington,  Francis,  W.  Dundas,  Baring, 
and  Mctcalf.  Question  put  and  carried.  —  Report 
of  Irish  Cu,toms  Bill  and  Irish  Lav/  Suits  Bill 
read  and  agreed  to.— A  new  writ  ordered  for  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  in  the  room  of  VV.  Fullarton,  Esq. 
now  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  settling  the 
Ali'dirs  of  the  Island  of  Trinidad  —Expiring  Laws 
Bill  passed  through  a  Committee. 

lufsd.y,  Miiich  1^. — Lords. — On  the  order  of 
the  day  being  moved,  for  going  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Prince  of  Wales*  Annuity  Hill,  a  short  de- 
b.=itc  ensued  between  Lords  Carlisle,  Peiham,  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor.  Lord  Carlisle's  excellent 
speech  upon  tliis  uccas'ou,  logethtr  with  those  of 
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the  otl;er  two  speakers  v/il!  he  given  in  our  S,iji- 
fhmcrit. — Bill  passed  ihe  Conuiiittcc. 

F'om  the  London  Gazciis — St.  James's,  A^we'i  t6. 
— The  King  was    this   dny  plensed'to  confer   the 

'  honour  of  Knighthood  on  S.  VVathen,  Esq.  High 
blicrifffor  the  County  of  Gloucester. 

JVhiiehall,  March  19. —  Tlie  King  has  been  pleas- 
ed to  grant  to  tlic  Rev.  M.  burtcco,  Cletl:,  Mas- 
ter of  Aitf,  tlie  place  and  dignity  of  a  Canon  or 
Pi-ehendaiy  of  the  Metropolitic;d  Church  of  Can- 
terbury, void  liy  tlie  death  of  the  Rev.  J.  Barton, 
late  Canon  thereof. 

The  King  has  also  been  pleased  to  prcfent  the 
Bev.  Caleb  Rockcct,  Clerk,  Bachelor  of  Arts,  to 
the  Vicarage  of  Stocklngham,  otherwise  Stoken- 
liam,  ia  the  County  of  Devon,  and  Diocese  of 
Exeter. 

Doivn'tnji-Street,  Ma'ch  21. —  By  Dispatches  re- 
ceived this  morning  from  the  Earl  ot  Klgiu,  liii 
Majesty's  Ambassador  lixtraordinary  at  Ccnstan- 

'tinople,  dated  January  15,  1803,  it  appears,  that 
the  differences  which  had  subsisted  between  the 
Sublime  Porte  and  the  Beys  of  Egypt,  have  been 

.satisfactorily  arranged  tluough  the  mediatioa  of 
his  Majesty's  Amhassador. 

IVhitehall,  March  22. — The  King  has  been  plea?- 
cd  to  present  the  Rev.  J.  Hawtrey,  Clerk,  Waster 
of  Arts,  to  the  place  and  dignity  of  a  Canon  or 
Prebendary  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Winches- 

.  ter,  void  by  the  Promotion  of  Dr.  G.  Pclhani,  laie 
Prebendary  thereof,  to  the  See  of  Bristol. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

"West-In'diks. — St.  Domingo. — From 
the  signature  of  the   preliminaries  of"  peace 

.to  the  present  hour,  we  have  not  ceased  to 
represent  to  our  readers  the  great  and  im- 
minent danger  which  must  inevitably  arise 
to  our  West  India  colonies  from  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  considerable  French  force  in 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo.  The  last  in- 
telligence from  this  grand  deposit  of  troops 

.pretty  fully  confirms  our  opinions,  as  to  the 

■result- of  the  contest  between  the  blacks 
and  the  whites.     We  will  give  this  intelli- 

•  gence  in  the  words  of  the  ministerial  paper, 
the  True  Britc?!,  of  tlie  22d  instant. — "  Ac- 
*'  counts  of  a  recent  date  were  yesterday 
"  received  from  St.  Domingo  by  the  Ja- 
*'  maica  mall.  Tlie-e  represent  the  slate 
"  of  that  colony  as  much  more  favoura!  le 
"  than  it  has  ever  been  since  the  iirst  land- 
"  ing  of  the  French.     For  the  violence,  in- 

/'  justice,  and  folly  of  Leclerc,  General 
"  Rochambeau  has  substituted  conciliatory 
'•  conduct,  moderation  and  good  iaitli,  and 
."  the  consequence  is,  that  though  bands  of 
*'  brigands  still  exist,  tJ/e  rancorous  s/iirit 
*'  luhich  prevailed  lias  entirely  subsided.  He 
*'  had  issued  a  proclamation,  inviting  the 
'•  negroes  to  return  to  the  estates  of  their 
*"  proprietors,  and  promising  an  amnesty, 
*'  in  consequence  of  winch  many  had  act.ia.'Iy 
*'  returned. — There  can  be  no  doubt^  but  that, 
'•  if  General  Rochambeau  had  at  first  been 
*'  sent  with  the  chief  command,  the  rerj-very 
'"  of  6't.  Duminoo-yiiQiild  have  been  say . — When 
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"  these  accounts  left  St.  Domingo  for  Ja- 
"  maica,  a  three-decker,  and  some  other 
"  vessels  had  hove  in  sight,  supposed  to  be 
"  a    squadron    with    reinforcements   from 

"  France." Sf)!   away  go,  then,  all  the 

thousand  and  one  tales,  heretofore  received 
through  Jamaica  and  the  United  States; 
and,  if  the  ministers  had  any  sense  of  diame 
remaiiiing,  how  could  they  hold  up  their 
heads  after  the  accounts,  which  were  ?aid 
to  be  almost  official,  and  which,  in  the  month 
of  December  last,  represented  that  the 
French  army  had,  in  part,  gojie  ever  to  the. 
blach,  and  that  the  rest,  consistin;.;  of  i,:;oo 
men,  who,  together  with  (heir  general,  had 
'  actually  evacuated  and  abandoned  St.  Domingo'!^ 
Let  it  ba  observed,  too,  that  they  have  con- 
stantly magnified  the  danger  oi  the  French 
enterprize  in  that  island.  They  took  de- 
light in  regarding  it  as  one  of  those  Her- 
culean labours,  which  would  occupy  the 
Consul  and  divert  his  attention  from  Eng- 
land and  her  possessions ;  but  now,  behold, 
they  have  discovered  the  truth  of  what  wq 
always  asserted,  that  tlie  task  was  a  very 
mi)' one.  "  There  con  be  7^0. ■.'OJii'/,  but  that, 
"  if  General  Rochambeau  had  at  first  been 
"  sent  with  the  chief  command,  the  reco- 
"  very  of  St.  Domingo  would  have  been 
"  very  easy  V  And,  how  did  we  know,  ^or 
how  did //'(y  knov/,  that  General  F^.ochap- 
beau  v.'ould  noi  be  sent  witli  tlie  chief  com- 
mand .?  Vvhen  they  gave  their  consent,-or 
rather  ^^'he^  the  Coiisui  extorted  that  con- 
sent ;  when  they,  long  before  the  t!-eaty_ of 
peace  was  signed,  recalled  our  gallant  fleet, 
and  opened  a  i'ree  passage  for  our  c-nemie^ 
to  sail  out  with  an  armament  almost  unex» 
ampled  in  magnitude  ;  when  they  did  this, 
how  did  they  knov-.'  that  General  Rocham- 
beau would  not  be  the  commander  in  chief^ 
or  that  Leclerc  would  act  with  that  violence, 
injustice,  and  folly,  which  they  now  (falsely 
we  believe)  impute  to  him  ?  What  could 
possibly  encourage  tliem  to  hope,  thiit  the 
French  would  send  out  such  generab  as  our 
humane  W^iUiamson,  and  our  more  humane 
Ivlaitland,  to  expend  twenty  ujiihons  of 
money  merely  fur  t:;e  philanthropic  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  effusion  of  blood?— 
Troops  had  been  constantly  arriving  at  St. 
Domingo  for  some  months  bslore  the  last 
intelligence  came  avvay  ;   and,  from  the  be-it 

*  See  Register,  V..1.  \\.  p.  765  and  7'6.  —  True 
Briton,  3d  and  4th  of  December,  1802,  v.hcre  i^ 
will  be  seen,  that  the  accounts  here  spoktn  of 
were  stated  to  have  been  received  throurh  (he 
channel  of  governmenr. —  Never  was  a  svstemof 
drception  so  uareniltiingly  putsue<l  .is  by  ihese 
modest  and  conscientiom  minister  .  —'V\\t:r^.  is  no  one 
tiick  which  has  no:;  been  pUj^ed  olT  fot  the  pur- 
pose of  deceiving  the  people,  and  of  rccoiicilii;jj 
chciii  to  the  disgraceful  pcoicc  of  Ajniess. 
P  4 
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means  which  we  have  of  ascertaining  the 
present  strength  of  the  French  army  there, 
\ve  are  persuaded  it  must  consist  of  about 
40,000  Europeans,  including  the  troops 
who  lately  sailed  from  Italy  and  France. 
When  the  blacks  are  subdued,  and  ten  or 
fifteen  thousand  of  them  are  added  to  this 
European  army,  we  would  be  glad  to  learn 
from  Mr.  Addington  or  Lord  Hobart,  what 
there  is,  except  the  interference  of  Divine 
Providence,  to  prevent  our  enemy  from 
seizing  on  Ja>naica  ;  and,  if  Jamaica  falls,  the 
fate  of  the  whole  Western  Archipelago  is 
at  onca  ilrjcided.  The  dread  of  this  event 
lias  haunted  our  m^nds  ever  since  the  French 
expedition  first  sailed,  arid  it  certainly  re- 
quires a  head  and  a  heart  like  Mr.  Adding- 
fon'stokeepamanhappy  inspiteof  such  dan- 
ger.— How  very  different  would  our  situa- 
tion have  been  at  this  moment,  had  not  the 
*'x<3/t' politicians"  permit  ted  the  French  force 
to  sail,  tillafter  theratificationof  the  definitive  treaty, 
in  which  case  the  landing  would  hare  taken 
place  in  Jane  instead  ot' January,  1802;  in 
the  sickly  season  instead  of  the  healthy 
one  ;  Toussaint  would  have  had  six  months 
to  prepare,  in^tead  of  being  taken  totally 
by  surprize;  it  would  have  required 
aco,ooo  troops,  instead  of  50,000,  to  re- 
cover the  colony ;  the  war  would  have 
lasted  years  instead  of  months ;  it  would 
have  been,  indeed,  an  Herculean  labour  for 
the  French,  it  would  have  formed  a  most 
important  diversion,  and  would,  most  as- 
suredly, have  prevented,  or,  at  least,  con- 
siderably retarded,  the  alarming  crisis  which 
Las  novv  arrived,  and  which  has  plunged 
this  country  into  every  specie-;  of  embar- 
rassment. To  preserve  Jamaica,  however,  is 
J10W  the  principal  object  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world  ;  and,  to  do  tliis,  10,000  troops 
should  instantly  be  sent  out,  under  an  ac- 
tive, a  brave,  and  zealous  com-mandcr. 
T\w  force,  together  with  what  there  al- 
ready is,  and  what  may  be  collected,  in  the 
island,  might  defend  that  precious  gem  of 
the  British  crown  j  but  that,  without  such 
a  force,  it  will  be  rified  and  destroyed,  we 
most  sincerely  believe,  Oor  fleet  alone, 
however  faithful,  vigilant,  and  powerful, 
is  not,  alone,  sufiieient  for  the  protection  of 
Jamaica.  Six  hours  fair  wind  brings  the 
enemy  to  landj  and  the  point  of  landing  is 
entirely  at  his  choice.  If,  therefore,  war 
is  the  result  of  the  present  armament,  r'w- 
mediate  defence  must  be  provided  ;  and,  if 
this  non-descript  state  of  things  continue 
for  awhile  longer,  an  addition  to  the  forces 
on  the  iiland  should  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  object  of  France  will  not  be 
\.o preserve^  but  to  destroy.  The  moment  she 
is  r«ady,  Jamaica  will,  fur  that  diabolical 


purpose,  be  invaded ;  and,  therefore,  the 
country  must  make  up  its  mind  to  lose  this 
invaluable  colony,  or  to  defend  it  by  a  mi- 
litary and  naval  force  nearly  equal  to  the  whole 
of  ovr  last  peace  establishment  !  Such  is  the 
"  security  to  our  colonies,"  which  Lord 
Castlereagh*  promised  us  from  the  peace 
of  Amiens  generally,  and  esj^ecially  from 
the,  wise  measure  ot  permitting  the  French 
armament  to  sail  previous  to  the  conclusiou 
of  the  definitive  treaty.  During  the  last 
peace,  one  fifty  gun  ship  and  a  few  frigates 
composed  the  whole  of  our  naval  force  on 
the  Jamaica  station;  we  have  novv,  on 
that  same  station,  10  ships  of  the  line,  six 
frigates,  and  6  sloops  nf  war,  making  in  the 
whole  I'i,  vessels  of  war  ;  whereas,  firevious  to 
the  signing  of  the  Jirelitninaries,  we  haci,  on  this 
station,  only  6  ships  of  the  line,  4  frigates, 
and  5  sloops  of  war  !  And  yet  this  was  to  be 
a  "  peace  o{  sectiriiyV  a .  peace  for  the 
"  Imshandin^  of  OUT  lesources  /'* 

Louisiana. — Of  this  colony,  and  of  thff 
danger  which  will  inevitably  arise  to  this 
country  from  its  occupation  by  France,  we 
have  said  so  much,  that  any  further  endea- 
vours in  tha'i  way,  will,  we  fear,  be  totally 
useless.  It  is,  however,  our  duty  to  con- 
tinue to  submit  to  the  public  what  we 
know  and  think  apon  the  subject.  The 
American  government  has  pursued  prcciscl/ 
the  course,  which  we  said  it  would  pursue. 
It  has  not  yielded  t©  the  momentary  feel- 
ings of  the  people.  New  Orleans  has  not 
been  attacked,  as  some  persons  expected  it 
v/ould,  by  the  western  settlers,  who,  though 
their  flour  has  fallen  in  value  from  Jivc  dol' 
lars  and  a  half  per  barrel  to  ctie  dollar  per 
barrel,  are  patiently  waiting  for  the  result  of 
the  mission  of  Mr.  IMunro,  a  person  famou=? 
for  his  love  of  France  and  his  hatred  of 
England,  who  has  been  dispatched  by  the 
President,  to  negotiate  on  the  subject  with 
the  court  of  Spain  in  the  first  instance,  and, 
if  he  fail  there,  with  the  Consul  of  France^ 
How  such  a  negotiation,  conducted  by  such 
a  person,  is  likely  to  terminate,  ii  is  by  no 
means  difficult  to  foresee,  especially  when 
Vv'e  recollect,  that  the  P'rench  armament  de- 
stined for  Louisiana  is  ncnu  etnbarkedf,  and 
will,  in  all  likelihood  have  taken  possession 
c-f  New  Orleans,  before  Mr.  Munro  wili 
have  delivered  his  credentials  at  Madrid.— 
The  measures,  which  the  French  will  be 
likely  to  adopt,  with  regard  to  this  colony, 
as  well  as  the  fearful  consequences  which 
must  arise  therefrom  to  Flngland,  are  fully 
pointed  out  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers  J^ 

*  See  Pail.  Debates,  Register,  Vol.  11.  p.  1335. 
f  Since   the    above  was  written,   it    ^ccmi   the 
troopthave  diserabaikcd.— :J  Vol.  III.  p.  297^ 
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and  by  which  we  think  they  will  be  con- 
vinced,  that  immediate  steps  ought  to  be 
taken  to  frustrate  the  views  of  France  in 
this  respect.     The  armament  should  [>£  prc- 
'vented  from  sailing.     •'   But   this  is    war!" 
War  !  aye ;  and  what  are  we  arming  for,  if 
not  for  war  ?    Besides,  are  we  not,  or  ivere 
we  not,   holding  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
even  when  the  provocation  or  danger,  was 
not  sufficient  to  produce,  or,  at  least,  did 
vot  produce,  an  armament  in  our  ports  ;  and, 
shall  we,  now  that  an  armament  has  been 
thought  necessary,  not  be  justified  in  prevent- 
ing the  departure  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
our  enemy  ?  But,  "  the  Message  r"  Yes,  the 
Message  does,  indeed,  intimate,  that,  if  the 
thousands   upon   thousands  of  troops,  with 
which  Buonaparte  has  lined   the  opposite 
coast,  are  destined  for  "  colonial  service," 
then  all  is  right;  then  there  is  no  hostility 
to  be  apprehended  ;  and,  of  course,  it  would 
be  a  flagrant  act  of  aggression,  on  our  part, 
to  prevent  the  sailing  of  those  troops ;  for, 
until    we   can    ascertain   their   destinalion, 
which  we  cannot  while  they  are  in  port,  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  for  us  to  ascertain, 
that  they  are  not  intended  for  colonial  ser- 
vice.    So  that,  according  to  this  notion,  we 
must  either  send  a  squadron  to  accompany 
each  detachment  to   the  French   colonies, 
and  see  it  safely  landed,  or  run  the  risk  of 
seeing  the  whole  of  them  land  in  our  ov^/n 
dominions,  at  home   or  abroad  !    Such  an 
idea  never  before  entered  the  mind  even  of 
a  maniac.   It  is  a  symptom  of  idiotism  such 
as  was  never  yet  heard  of. — If  this  arma- 
ment is  sutfered   to  sail   for  Louisiana,   it 
may  chance  to  land  in  Ireland,  and  we  have 
no  hesitation  to  say,  that  it  would,  in  that 
case,  be  much    less  dangerous   to   tite  in- 
terests  of   the    kingdom.      In   Ireland,    it 
might,  and,  we  trust,  it  would,  be  defeated-, 
but,  if  it  obtains  a  fast  footing  in  Louisiana, 
snd    six   months  of  peace,   or  of  nominal 
peace,  follow,  it  strikes  a  blow,   which  this 
country  cannot    long    survive. — This    pre- 
diction we  have  repeated  over  and  over  so 
often,  that  we  have  no  apology  to  offer  but 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  we  dread, 
and  which  we  again  call  upon  the  ministers 
to  avert,  while  yet  it  is  in  their  power,  or  lo 
prepare  themselves  for  the  execrations  of  a 
ruined  and  enslaved  people. 

The  Turkish  Empihf.  appears  to  be.. 
In  some  sort,  taken  possession  of  ly  the 
French.  French  Engineers^  a/icii  Cotnmer- 
cial  Agents,  have  been  stationed  in  ali  the 
sea  ports,  and,  indeed,  in  all  other  places  of 
(defence.  Divers  ruraoars  are  af.oat  as  to 
the  particular  acts  of  eacroachraetit,  which 
the  Consul  has  in  viev/;  but  none  o\  these 
acts  seem  to  be  decidedlj  lixed^  and  we  ivill 


venture  to  say,  that  they  cannot,  without 
the  concurrence  of  Russia.  The  most  pro- 
bable conjecture  is,  that  France  will  raai<e 
use  of  all  her  power  and  her  policy  to  ob- 
tain the  re-possession  of  Egypt,  iri  which 
object,  maugre  the  arrangement,  made 
through  the  mediation  oi  Lord  Elgin,  we 
are  fully  persuaded  she  v/ill  succeed,  upon 
condition  of  winking  at  an  equivalent  ac- 
quirement, on  the  part  of  Ilussia.  The 
fate,  then,  of  Turkey,  and,  eventually  of 
India,  will  depend,  as  far,  at  least,  as  pre- 
sent appearances  allow  us  to  calculate,  on 
the  disposition  of  Russia,  if  that  power  is, 
as  we  formerly  observed,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  ambition,  if  her  projects  v/itli  re- 
spect to  Persia  and  India  are  revived,  our 
Empire  in  the  East  must  be  placed  in  an 
uncertain,  not  to  say  a  dangerous  situation, 
especially  when  we  recollect  that  Cochia 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hr'pe  are  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  French,  to  which  latter  place 
the  armament  under  Decaen  and  Linois  is 
certainly  gone. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. — •From every  thing 
we  have  been  able  to  learn,  on  the  subject, 
and  we  can  venture  to  state,  that  our  isitor- 
mation  is  tolerably  correct,  this  most  import- 
ant of  theoutworksof India  is,at  this  raomen,', 
completely  surrendered  and  evacuated  by 
us,  in  consequence  of  orders  sent  out  since 
the  date  of  those  by  which  General  Dundas 
was  authorized  to  retain  it.  The  capitula- 
tion by  which  this  retention  was  e(fccttd  ia 
without  3  precedent  in  the  history  of  the 
world  *.  Nothing  like  it,  or  bearing  any 
resemblance  to  it,  was  ever  before  known, 
thought  of,  or  dreamt  of. — As  to  our  right 
to  retain  the  Cape,  beyond  the  time  stipu- 
lated fur  its  delivery  to  the  Dutch,  or  evea 
for  ever,  no  doubt  can  possibly  exist  ia  the 
mind  of  anyone,  who  doss  not,  with  the 
honest  Talleyrand  and  his  master,  regard 
the  treaty  of  Amieus  as  having  abrogated,. 
with  respect  to  this  country,  all  tiie  aiaKims 
of  the  law  of  nature  as  well  as  of  nations. 
That  the  ministers  of  Great-Britain  have 
tacitly  acknowledged  this  unjust,  this  de- 
grading, this  aionstrous  principle,  we,  vAtbt 
shame,  confess  j  but,  it  does  not  follow, 
that  it  has  been,  or  that  it  will  be,  ackno-iv- 
Icdged  by  the  nation,  wiiich  canooc,  in  this 
unliniited  sense,  renounce  it*  naturaJ  righis, 
rights  necessary  to  its  existence  as  a  riaiion, 
without  violating  its  duty  to  the  world,  A 
duty  paramount  to  all  thos*  which,  it  cau 
possibly  owe  to  any  particular  nation.  ThtJ 
doctrine,  therefore,  v/hicli  has  been  iaoui- 
cated  fay  those  London  editors  who  are 
supposed   tQ  speak    tiie  sentiments  of  Mr. 

*  Cayuulatii/a  ia  ouz  aisiii<, 
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Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  is  not  less  unfound- 
ed in  itself  than  it  is  pernicious  in  its  ten- 
dency. Mr.  Fox  has,  indeed,  spoken  for 
himself:  he  has  declared,  that,  "  iv  bat  ever 
**  may  have  happened  since  the  signing  of  the 
*'  treaty  of  7\miens,  it  is  our  duly  to  fulfil, 
"  on  our  part,  every  stipulation  oi  that 
"  treaty  ;  but,  after  having  done  that,"  says 
he,  "  if  our  bcnonr  demands  it,  let  us  go  to 
"  war."  Without  stopping  to  ask  how 
■long  it  is  since  the  honourable  gentleman 
took  up  these  "  quixotic"  notions,  we  shall 
endeavour  to  siiow,  that  they  are  quite  in- 
applicable to  the  present  case.  All  the 
writers  on  public  law,  reprobate,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  a  wilful  and  unjust  breach 
of  a  treaty  of  peace ;  but,  they  do  not  say,  that 
there  is  ?io  cause  which  can  justify  such 
breach.  Not  to  take  up  the  readers'  time 
■with  authorities,  to  which  v/e  could  here 
appeal,  let  us  suppose,  that  France  had  in- 
vaded Jersey  ten  days  after  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  was  concluded.  Mould  any  one,  in 
that  case,  have  had  the  assurance  to  insist, 
that,  we  were,  notwithstanding  this  act  of 
■violence,  still  bound  in  good  faith,  to  re- 
store Martinico  }  This  is  certainly  a  strong 
ease,  but  it  serves  to  show,  that  the  princi- 
ple, in  its  unlimited  unqualified  sense,  is  a 
pencL't  absurdity.  The  true  doctrine  is, 
liiat,  if,  between  the  conclusion  and  the  fulfil- 
ment of  a  treaty  of  peace,  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  does  any  act  "w  hich  would 
fiil'y  j'^^ify  the  other  party  hi  renewing  the 
war,  thiu  same  act  justifies  the  latter  party  in 
doing  ali  things  short  of  war,  and,  amongst 
these,  is  the  retention  of  territories  stipulat- 
ed to  be  restored.  This  being  admitted,  as 
we  think  it  must,  who  is  there  that  will 
deny  the  fact  of  France  having,  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty,  done  act 
upon  act,  which  would  have  fully  justified 
us  in  taking  up  arms  against  her  .^  But, 
*'  we  have  overlookgd  these  acts,"  says  the 
Morning  Post,  "  and,  therefore,  we  cannot 
"  now  plead  them."  Thisalso  isnewdoctrine. 
Exactly  the  contrary  is  true.  Our  havino- 
made  the  treaty  of  Amiens  with  the  knov/- 
ledgc  that  our  enemy  had  already  obtained 
the  posression  of,  or  the  mastery  over, 
Kiba,  Louisiana,  Piedmont,  and  the  Ita- 
lian Republic,  does,  indeed,  preclude  all 
complaint  on  those  accounts,  because, 
knowing  of  these  encroachments  at  the 
time  of  making  the  treaty,  v.e,  by  that 
treaty,  gave  our  tacit  consent  to  iheiT!. 
They  would  have  formed  a  good  ground  for 
relusing  to  conclude  the  definitive  treaty 
upon  the  basis  of  liic  preliniinaries,  but  they 
lorm  tjo  justitication  lor  nun-ful.'iln)?nt  of 
the  dctniiiive  tre;,ty.  Kot  so,  howLn'er, 
with  icgard  to  lli;  subjugalicn  of  Swilzer- 
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land  and  the  new  division  of  Germany, 
either  of  which  formed  a  good  and  lawful 
plea  for  non-fulfilment,  though  not  upon 
the  principles  of  our  "  safe  politicians," 
who,  at  every  step,  become  more  and  more 
involved  in  inconsistency.  "  These  acts  of 
aggression,  too,  were  overlooked."  They 
were  so  3  but,  if  there  be  now,  or  if  there 
have  been,  any  other  act,  sufficient  to  justify 
us  in  taking  up  arms,  the  acts  abovemen- 
tioned  and  other  hostile  acts, committed  since 
the  conclnsioii  of  the  peace,  revive,  and  are 
fairly  and  forcibly  enumerated  in  justification 
of  a  war  on  our  part,  or  in  the  retention  of 

any  thing  ceded  !o  France  by  the  treaty. 

With  regard  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
however,  another  difficulty  is  started.  "  It 
"  was  to  Holland  and  not  to  France  that  v/e 
"■  were  to  restore  the  Cape,  and  we  cannot 
"  accuse  Holland  of  any  act  of  bosiiUty ."  No  j 
but  we  have  as  good  a  plea  against  the  re- 
stitution of  the  Cape  as  we  should  have  had 
if  Holland  had  committed  all  the  acts,  of 
which  France  has  been  guilty.  A  treaty  is 
an  act  of  reciprocity,  if  there  are  three  par- 
ties on  one  side,  and  one  on  the  other,  the 
whole  of  the  three  are,  as  to  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty, 
responsible  for  each,  and  each  is  respon- 
sible for  the  ■whole.  It  might  have  hap- 
pened, that  at  the  end  of  three  months,  one 
restoration  was  to  be  made  by  England  to 
Holland  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  two  months, 
one  was  to  be  made  by  France  to  England. 
If  France  refused  to  fulfil  her  part  of  the  en- 
gagement, will  any  one  contend  that  Eng- 
land ought  nevertheless  to  fulfil  hers,  merely 
because  the  restoration  was  not  to  be  made  ■ 
to  France?  But,  there  is  another  ground  for 
retaining  any  one,  or  all  of,  the  Dutch  pos- 
sessions ;  a  ground,  which  existed  from  the 
hour  the  treaty  was  signed,  which  has  be- 
come more  and  more  solid  from  that  hour 
to  this,  and  which  never  ought  to  have  been 
abandoned  for  one  single  moment.  When 
a  treaty  is  tnade,  the  parties  are  always  un- 
derstood to  take  into  view  not  only  their  si- 
tuation relative  to  each  other,  but  the  situa- 
tion of  each  other  relative  to  other  powers. 
Any  thing,  therefore,  which  has  an  ex- 
istence at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty, 
and  which  adds  to  tlie  power  of  one  of  the 
parlies,  may,  if  unknown  to  the  other  party, 
be  afterwards  a  just  ground  for  non-fulfil- 
ment of  the  treaty  on  his  part.  Suppose 
that  the  French  had,  previous  to  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  obtained  a  cession  of  the  island 
of  Sardinia,  and  this  had  not  been  known  to 
us  ti)l  after  the  treaty  was  ratified,  should 
we  still  have  been  obliged,  in  good  faith,  to 
evacuate  Minorca  and  Elba?  We  imagine, 
that  no  Qtif;  except  Mr.  Fjx,  will  alicmpt 
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to  maintain  the  affirmative  of  this  question. 
If,  then,  the  disguising  from  a  party  a  cir- 
cumstance of  this  nature  would  ju.-ility  the 
non-fulfilment  of  his  share  of  the  contract, 
and  would,  in  fact,  if  he  chose  it,  nullify 
the  contract  altogether,  a  less  effect  cannot 
be  attiibuted  to  a  failure,  in  one  of  the  par- 
ties, to  execute  engagements  which  he  is 
well  known  to  have  entered  into  with  some 
other  power,  particularly  if  that  power  be  a 
party  to  the  treaty,  and  if  the  fulfilment  of 
those  engagements  is  entirely  to  depend  upon  the 
conclusion  of  that  treaty.  Now  this  is  pre- 
cisely the  case  before  us.  The  French,  in 
the  year  17C)6,  invaded  Holland,  and  became 
masters  of  the  country,  to  the  annoyance 
and  danger  of  Great  Britain,  The  people 
became,  in  reality,  the  slaves  of  France; 
their  pecuniary,  military,  and  naval  means 
became  hers  ;  butj  as  self-preservation  was 
the  pretest  of  the  invader,  it  was  agreed,  in 
a  public  treaty,  concluded  between  the 
Dutch  and  the  French,  that  ihelatter  should 
keep  troops  in  the  territories  of  Holland, 
"  during  the  present  zuar  only." — The  words 
are  these:  *' Article  XVIF.  The  French 
"  Republic  shall  continue  to  occupy  such 
"  places  and  positions  as  are  necessary  for 
*'  the  di-fenceof  the  coiuilry,  but  with  a  fixed 
^'  number  of  troops,  to  be  agreed  on,  and 
*'  during  the  present  war  only  "  *  There  are 
several  other  stipulations  of  this  treaty, 
■which  were  to  be  executed  at  the  general 
peace,  and  which,  if  they  had  been  so  ex- 
ecuted, would  have  contributed  materially 
to  change  the  situation  of  Holland,  with 
respect  to  France  and  to  England;  but,  not 
to  confuse  the  question,  we  confine  our- 
selves' to  that  which  we  have  here  cited. 
When  the  treaty  of  Amiens  came  to  be  ne- 
gotiated, England,  of  course,  reckoned  a- 
niongst  its  advantages  that  of  delivering 
Holland  from  French  troops,  that  of  re- 
storing to  her  somedegreee  of  independence, 
that  ot  leaving  her  somewhat  more  free 
to  follow  her  own  will,  that  of  returning, 
perhaps,  in  time,  to  her  ancient  relations 
with  this  kingdom,  and,  above  all,  that  of 
withdrawing  her  sailors  and  her  ships  from 
the  service  of  France,  and  of  removing  from 
ourselves  the  continual  danger  of  a  French 
invasion  from  her  coasts.  But,  this  stipula- 
tion not  having  been  executed  by  France, 
the  Frencli  troops  still  remaining  in  Hol- 
land, none  ot  these  great  and  important  ad- 
vantages,  which   were    reckoned    upon    by 

*  XVII.  Id  Rcjjublique  Fran9dise  tontinuera 
d'orcuptr  militdircmcnt,  mais  par  un  nonihre  de 
troupes  determine  et  convenu  eiure  les  deux  ni- 
fions,  pendant  la  prcsente  guerre  scul-nienr,  les 
places  tt  positions  qu'il  sciu  utile  dc  ^aidci  pour 
l<i  dcteuicdu  pays. 


England,  in  concluding  thg  treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  for  which  she  made  such  immense  sa- 
crifices, have  been,  or  are  likely  to  be,  ob- 
tained :  on  the  contrary,  Holland  is  more 
than  ever  under  the  power  of  Buonaparte  j 
he  lays  her  under  contribution  at  his  plea- 
sure, makes  her  ships  and  sailors  serve  hini 
as  if  they  were  his  own,  fits  out  his  expe- 
ditions in  her  ports  and  at  her  expense-,  and 
has  lined  her  coasts  with  troops  evidently 
for  the  purpose  of  menacing  or  invading 
this  country.  With  respect  to  Holland, 
therefore,  he  has  violated  a  podlive,  and, 
with  respect  to  us,  a  /^fi^  convention,  which, 
though  not  actually  making  a  part  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  is  nevertheless,  in  point 
of  execution,  to  be  considered  as  insepa- 
rable from  it  j  and,  as  it  ought  to  have  been 
executed  immediately  after  the  treaty  v/as 
concluded,  the  failure  to  execute  it  was  the 
first  infraction  of  that  treaty,  and,  of  course, 
fully  justified  not  only  the  retention  of  the 
Cape,  but  of  every  other  possession,  Vvhich 

we  had  stipulated  to  restore. Here,  then, 

was  clear,  solid,  and  honourable  ground, 
whereon  for  the  ministers  to  make  a  stand 
against  the  assaults  of  the  honest  Talley- 
rand and  the  no  less  honest  Mr.  Fox.  Nor 
is  this  ground  at  all  impaired  by  lapse  of 
time,  or  by  the  miserable  ignorance,  inde- 
cision, and  pusillanimity  of  the  Addingtons 
and  Hawkesburies ;  for  whatever  be  their 
faultF,  whatever  their  offences  against  the 
interest  and  honour  of  tlieir  royal  master 
and  their  country  (and,  God  knows,  they 
are  great  enough!)  none  of  these  can  be 
pleaded  in  justification  of  a  breacii  of  faith 
committed  by  France.  We  are  aware,  that 
these  arguments,  as  applicable  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  may  have  been  rendered 
useless  by  the  ministers,  v/hose  saying  and 
unsaying,  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  other 
cases,  bear  no  very  feeble  resemblance,  whe- 
ther in  matter  or  in  manner,  toihe  faulteriug 
accents  of  an  illiterate  culprit ;  but,  lest  ilicy 
should  attempt  to  eke  out  their  political  ex- 
istence by  another  disgraceful  compromise, 
we  think  it  right  to  deprive  them  before- 
hand of  every  pretence  grounded  upon  a 
luaiit  of  matter  to  justify  hostilities. 

Malta. — As  the  infraciion  of  a  treaty, 
by  one  of  the  parties,  may,  if  die  other  pany 
chooses,  render  the  whole  compact  null  and 
void,  England  v/ould,  on  this  ground,  be 
fully  justified  in  the  retention  of  Malta. 
But,  she  has  oilier  ground,  whereon  to  jus- 
tify that  retention  ;  and,  vv'ith  all  dne  de- 
ference to  Mr.  Fox  and  fh-  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, we  think  it  nodiilicult  mat  er  to  prove, 
that,  without  pleading  any  of  tne  other  nu- 
merous infraciions  of  the  tieary  of  Aojirns 
by  France,  England-  is  not,  exen  accoi duig'to 
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that  treaty,  hound,  under  tbo  present  circum- 
itances,  to  evacuate  the  island  of  Malta;   that, 
the  ministers  in  keeping  possession  of  it,  are 
guilty  of  no  breach  of  public  faith,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  in  giving  it  up,  they  would 
commit  a  crime  again"!  their  country  ;  and 
that,   the  retention  is   not  to  be  regarded  as 
"*  an  hidemniiyiot  the  unjust  encroachments 
of  the  French   government,"  as  it  has  been 
represented  by  those  men  of  "  English  feel- 
in^,'"  who  one  minute  cry  out  against  the 
injustice,  insolence,  and  tyranny  of  Buona- 
parte,  and  the  next  declare  their  readiness 
to  make  ne^o  concessions  rather    than    resist 
this  injustice,    insolence,    and    tyranny   by 
arms ;  we  flatter  ourselves,  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  prove,  that  the  retention  of  Malta  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  an  indemnity  of  this 
or  of  any  sort,   nor  even   as  the  first  act  of 
hostilities   in   the   new   and  just    war   into 
■which  we  are  about  to  be  driven,  but  purely 
and   simply  as  the  preservation   of  a  thing 
■which  lawfully  belongs  to  us, — By  the  treaty 
cf  Amiens,   article  X,  it  is  agreed,  as  a  ba- 
sis, that  "  the  islands  of  Malta,  Grzo,  and 
"^  Comio,  shall  be  restored  to  the  Order  of 
^'  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  to  be  held  on  the 
"'  same  conditions,   on  which    it   possessed 
"  them  biforc  the  ivar,   and   under  the   fol- 
*'  lowing  stipulations." — These  stipulations, 
■which    provide  for  a   modification   of   the 
Order  are  contained  in  the  clauses  1 ,  2,  and 
3  *.     They  state,    in    substance,    that    the 
French  Langues  shall   be  suppressed,  that  a 
Maltese   Langue    shall   be  established,   and 
that  the  Order  shall  be  composed  of  the 
Langues  which  "  shall  continue  to  subsist 
"  after  the  exchange  of  the   ratifications  of 
"  the    present    treaty;'*  that   is   to   say,    of 
the  same  Langues  that  subsisted  before  the 
war,  with   the  exception  of  these  two  alte« 
rations. — The  Order,  such  as  it  ought  to  be 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  sovereignty 
of  M.ilta,  Gezo,  and  Comio,   islicre,   then, 
accurately  described.  It  was  not  to  the  Order 
of  St.  John,    generally,   but    to  that  Order 
constituted    conformably   to   the    treaty    of 
Amiens,   that  we   were  bound  to  surrender 
the  sovereignty  and  the  territory  of  Malta. 
Whether  the  Order  thus  constituted  would, 
or  would  not,  be  capable  ot  maintaining  its 
independence,   is  a  question  which   has  no- 
thing to  do  with  that  now  before  us.     We 
have    no  right   to   plead  the  ignorance  and 
selfishness   of  our  ministers  as  a  ground  for 
the  non-fulfilment  of  a  treaty  that  they  have 
made;    but,    if  the    Order,    such    as   it   is 
described  and  specified   in   the  treaty,    has 
undergone  any  material  change,   and,  par- 
ticularly if  that  change  tends  to  weaken  it, 
and  has,   moreover,   been   produced   by  any 
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power  or  powers,  other  than  ourselves,  who 
were  parties  to  the  treaty,  it  is  evident  that 
we  are  not  bound  to  surrender  the  island^ 
of  which  we  possess  both  the  dominion  and 
the  sovereignty,  into  the  hands  of  the  Order 
thus  mutilated  ;  because,  in  so  doing,  we 
should  surrender  it  to  a  sovereign,  who  is 
not  the  sovereign  designated  by  the  treaty 
to  receive  it. — If  the  reader  allows  these 
premises  to  be  just,  a  simple  narrative  of 
facts  is  all  that  is  wanted  to  make  out  o«r 
position. — Before  the  epoch  fixed  on  for  the 
surrender  of  the  island  (see  Art.  X.  clause 


4,)  the  Order  of  Malta,  which,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  was  to  consist  of  the 
Langues  of  Italy,  Castille,  Arragon,  Ger- 
many, and  Bavaria,  was  materially  curtailed 
and  enfeebled  by  the  suppression  of  the 
Langues  of  Castille  and  Arragon,  and  this 
suppression  was  made  by  the  King  of  Spain, 
the  ally  of  France,  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
treaty.  More  recently  the  Langue  of  Bava- 
ria has  been  suppressed,  and  also  that  part 
of  the  Italian  Langue  comprised  in  Pied- 
mont and  the  Duchy  of  Parma,  now  united 
to  France  (another  of  the  parties  to  the 
treaty  of  Amiens),  thus  reducing  the  Order 
to  a  skeleton,  rendering  its  sovereignty  and 
independence  a  mere  mockery,  and  preserv- 
ing its  name  only  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
forcing the  stipulation  by  v.hich  we  have 
agreed  to  evacuate  the  island.  That  such 
must  have  been  the  etiect  of  these  suppres- 
sions no  one  will  deny,  and,  it  follows  of 
course,  that  we  are  absolved  from  our  obli- 
gation relative  to  the  surrender;  for,  the 
object  of  the  two  principal  contracting  par- 
ties respecting  Malta  is,  in  the  2d  clause  of 
Art,  X.  clearly  declared  to  be,  '^  to  place  the 
'•  Order  and  Island  of  Malta  in  3  state  oi  entire 
"■  independence  wiih  regard  to  themselves." 
The  subsequentstipulationsturnalmo&twhol  ■ 
ly  and  entirely  upon  the  manner  of  effectually 
providing  for  this  independence,  in  speaking 
of  which  the  Order  and  the  Island  are  never 
separated.  Every  thing  indicates,  that  the 
Order  was,  in  itself,  even  previous  to  the 
amputations  it  has  undergone  since  ths 
treaty,  considered  as  insufficient  for  this 
purpose,  and,  for  that  reason,  a  foreign  gar- 
rison is  provided  together  with  the  gua- 
rantee of  the  six  principal  powers  of  Eu^ 
rope.  Any  change,  therefore,  tending  fur- 
ther to  enfeeble  the  Order,  and  absolutely 
to  destroy  the  means  already  looked  upon  as 
insufficient,  must,  unless  England  has  oc- 
casioned such  change,  fully  acquit  her  of  a 
breach  of  faith  in  retaining  the  island,  and, 
we  hardly  think  that  Mr.  Barreie,  or  even 
Mr.  Fox,  will  attempt  to  prove,  that  this 
country  has  forced  Spain,  Bavaria,  and 
France  to  make  those  suppressions,  by 
which  the  Order  is  reduced  :o  ^  hundred 


^41] 


MARCH  19  TO  MARCH  26,  1803. 


[441 


knights,  almost  destitute  of  revenues,  and 
no  more  able  to  defend  Malta  than  they  are 
to  conquer  the  Empire  of  Russia.  Since, 
therefore,  the  Sovereign,  to  whom  Malta 
was  to  be  surrendered,  not  only  no  longer 
exists,  but  has  been  mutilated  and  destroyed 
by  the  opposite  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  England  has  not  only  a  rrgbi  to  re- 
tain the  dominion  and  sovereignty  of  the 
island,  but  such  retention  is  a  July  which 
she  owes  to  Europe  in  general,  and  to  the 
people  of  Malta  in  particular,  whom  she  is 
bound,  by  obligations  the  most  sacred,  not 
to  surrender  to,  or  leave  at  the  mercy  of,  any 
foreign  power  whatever. 

Public  Ckeuit. — While  the  retention 
of  the  places,  of  which  we  have  spoken 
above,  is  fully  justilied  by  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy,  we  imagine  it  will  be  very  dif- 
ficult for  the  ministers  to  justify  themselves 
to  the  nation  for  the  contradictory  orders 
they  have  given  in  this  respect,  and  for  the 
blow  which  their  selfishness  has  finally 
given  to  the  credit  of  the  country.  The 
Imogen,  which  took  out  the  orders  for  the 
retention  of  the  Cape,  must  have  sailed  from 
England  late  in  October.  On  the  10th  of 
Pecember  Mr.  Addington  came  to  the  par- 
liament with  his  grand  financial  display,  in 
which  he  presented  an  estimate  explicitly 
founded  upon  a  reduction  of  tnir  esiablisb- 
rntnts  during  the  present  year  *.  Just  before 
the  Christmas  recess,  in  the  debate  upon 
the  Navy  Commissioners  Bill,  to  which  Lord 
Folkestone  objected,  as  unhinging  the  naval 
service  at  a  moment  wijen  war  might  be  ex- 
pected, the  candid  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer replied,  with  his  usual  modesty, 
that  ^'vfhatcyer  ill- hdhig  ophdons  hh  lord- 
"  ship  might  enteitain,  he  was  sure  the 
"  House  "jjould  not  adopt  them."  And,  no 
longer  ago  than  the  18th  of  February,  only 
four  days  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the 
King's  Message,  he  oilered,  as  a  reason  for 
voting  the  money  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
that  ive  were  ntrnj  in  a  state  of  peace.  \^, 
therefore,  orders  had  not,  between  the  sail- 
ing of  the  Imogen  and  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber, been  sent  to  evacuate  the  Cape,  on 
\vhiit  did  Mr.  Addington  found  those  hopes, 
which  he  held  out  to  the  country  on  the 
latter  day,  of  a  reduction  of  our  establish- 
ments ?  And,  if  the  Cape  be  now  delivered 
up,  how  will  he  answer  to  his  country  for 
having  surrendered  that  important  place, 
when  we  had  an  undoubted  right  to  retain 
it,  and  for  having  thus,  on  the  eve  of  a  war, 
put  one  of  the  keys  ol  India  into  the  ene- 
my's hands  ?  But,  his  subsequent  conduct  it 
will  be  still  more  difficult  to  justify.  Did 
he  know  nothing  of  the  hostile  disposition 

*  See  Debates,  Register,  Vol.11,  p.  781. 


and  preparations  of  France  on  the  18th  of 
February  ?  Was  the  present  armament  re- 
solved on  and  the  Message  delivered  to  Par- 
liament in  fourteen  days  from  the  first  mo- 
ment of  his  having  obtained  any  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  that  led  to  that  im- 
portant measure  ?  No  longer  ago  than  the 
18th  of  February,  he  must  have  been  totally 
ignorant  of  all  the  grounds  of  alarm,  or,  his 
declaration  of  that  day,  must  have  been  in- 
tended to  deceive  the  holders  of  stock.  Let 
him,  therefore,  take  his  choice  between  the 
prnfuundest  ignorance  or  the  profuumkst  du' 
pllcity. — Whatever  may  have  been  the  mo- 
tive of  his  conduct,  the  effect  is  certain  j  he 
has  depreciated,  not  the  funds,  but  the  tredlt 
of  the  country.  However  men  may  differ 
in  other  respects,  they  all  agree,  that  ho 
will  never  be  able  to  make  another  lean 
under  tivcnly  per  cent.  No  monied  maa 
will  ever  again  place  confidence  in  his  as- 
sertions or  his  estimates,  both  of  which  have 
proved  to  be  shamefully  fallacious  j  and, 
which  is  still  worse,  his  bad  faith  will  be 
entailed  upon  his  successors,  as  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  a  partner  never  fails  to  bring 
lasting  discredit  upon  the  firm.  For  this 
reason,  if  for  no  other,  the  candid  minister 
must  yield  his  place  in  "  the  machine''  It  will 
require  no  intrigue,  no  force,  to  put  him 
out  j  out  he  must  come,  or  the  machine  will 
first  stop,  then  crumble  into  dust. 

Sia  Tkom  ,s  1'koubkidge. — Connected 
with  the  foregoing  subject  is  the  conduct  of 
a  certain  person  in  office  with  regard  to  the 
stocks.  The  imputation  has  been  [mblickly 
made,  and  has  not  been  removed,  that  per- 
sons have  profited  fro-.n  the  information,  dt  = 
rived  from  their  official  situation,  and  have 
dealt  in  the  funds  to  a  very  great  amount. 
Certain  it  is,  that  there  never  was  known 
so  materia!  an  anticipation.  To  what  cause 
it  was  to  be  ascribed  we  cannot  say,  but 
we  know  that  the  .suspicions  of  the  people 
in  the  city  are  not  to  be  done  aw^ay,  without 
sometliing  more  s^itisfictory  than  the  whin- 
ing nonsense,  v.'hich   the  news-papers   have 

published  on  the  subject. On  the  Ricb- 

mond- Park  ministry,  no  blame  can  certainly  at- 
tach j  those  three  words  must  always  awaken 
ideas  of  purity,  sanctity,  and,  particularly, 
of  fair  dealing  ;  and,  it  was  with  no  less 
astonishment  than  regret,  that  we  saw  Capt. 
Markham  bring  forward  the  story  relative 
to  Sir  Thomas  Troubndge,  wlio,  besides  his 
being  of  the  Shelburne  school,  anc^  belonging 
to  the  Richmond-Park  ministry,  has  a  cha- 
racter for  bravery  quite  suflRcient  to  s^ielter 
him  from  the  n^alignant  insinuations  of  the 
losers  in  'Change  Alley — We  have  read  the 
letter  of  Sir  Thomas's  agent,  and  have  heard 
Captain  Markham  re^  the  afhdav't  of  the 
satne  person,  to  both  which  documcuis  v,^. 
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of  course,  give  implicit  credit,  and  we 
must,  therefore,  regard  Sir  TJicmas  as  com- 
pletely cleared  ;  but  yet,  for  this  brave  gen- 
tleman's own  sake,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the 
service,  to  which  he  has  tlse  honour  to  be- 
long, we  could  liave  wished,  that  the  power 
zff(2ttornty,  in  virtue  of  which  the  vStock  was 
sold,  had  been  produced.  This  instrument, 
we  are  told,  still  exists,  and,  as  its  dats  will, 
at  once,  put  the  matter  to  rest,  we  do  wish 
that  vSir  Tliomas,  or  some  one  of  his  friends, 
would  move  for  its  production.  It  was  ex- 
tremely unfortunate,  too,  that  Captain 
Mi.'rkliam  did  not  provide  some  one  to  se- 
covd  bis  motion  for  an  inquiry.  The  Chan- 
cxdlor  of  the  Exchequer,  worthy  soul !  did, 
indeed,  most  ably  support  nil  that  Captain 
Markham  had  advanced,  but  the  good  man, 
in  giving  way  to  the  warmth  of  his  friend- 
ship, forgot  the  routine  part  of  the  business, 
and  actually  sat  down  after  having  seconded 
e.very  thing  but  the  motion  !  This  omission 
was,  too,  the  more  untoward,  when  the 
fate  of  Sir  William  Elford's  motion  and  the 
Admiralty  comments  thereon  were  recol- 
lected. Sir  Vv'illiam's  motion,  which  was 
for  an  inquiry  into  tlie  conduct  of  Mr. 
Marshall  of  Plymouth,  ivas  not  seconded  \ 
and  this  was  regarded  by  the  Admiralty  and 
the  newspapers  as  a  proof  of  bis  guilt.  Far 
be  it  from  U5  to  to  apply  this  mode  of  judg- 
ing to  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge ;  but,  we  can- 
not help  lamenting,  that  the  motion  was  not 
seconded. — —We  shall  return  to  this  sub- 
ject .another  time,  for  we  are  extremely  an- 
xious, that  not  a  shadow  of  suspicion  should 
remain.  For  our  own  parts  we  are  perfectly 
satisfied  ;  but  we  again  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend, that  the  public  may  be  informed  of 
the  date  of  the  poivcr  of  attornrj.  If  it  shall 
appear,  as  we  doubt  not  it  will,  that  this 
instrument  wa«  signed,  before  the  armament 
was  resolved  on  in  Council,  or  even  before 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  had  any  intima- 
tion of  it,  then  will  the  base  calumniators 
be  silenced,  which  we  are  much  afraid  they 
will  not  by  any  other  means. 

Militia.— A  bill  is  now  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose  of 
"  more  speedily  and  eiteciuaily  completing 
"  the  establishment  of  officers  in  the  militia 
"  of  Great  Britain." — As  the  debates  on  this 
bill  have  given  rise  to  some  very  malignant 
insinuations  in  the  Morning  Post  of  Thurs- 
day last,  as  well  as  to  some  gallery  clap-traps 
elsewhere, 'We  think  ourselves  called  upon 
to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject;  not 
so  much,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  evil  tendency  of  the  measure  as  for 
that  of  exposing  the  inconsistency  of  those 
v/ho  are  endei^vouring  to  throw  an  unmerit- 
ed (;dium  on  tlie  gentlemen,  by  whom  it 
has  been  oppoi-ed,  and  through  wliose  means 


a  considerable  modification  of  It  has  beerj 
obtained, — The  ministers,  ooascious  of  de- 
serving the  severe  reproaches  of  the  country, 
for  the  whole  of  their  conduct  at,  and  since, 
the  peace,  but  particularly  for  that  part  of  it, 
v/hlch  relates  to  their  disarming,  disembody- 
ing, disbanding,  and  dismantling  system, 
by  which  they  thought  to  have  secured  the 
never-ending  applauses  of  the  ignorant  mul- 
titude, are  now  seeking  for  occasions  to 
stifle  those  reproaches  in  their  birth,  by 
accusing  their  opponents  of  a  desire  to  re- 
tard the  restoration  of  the  army  and  the  na- 
vy. The  measures  they  have  brought  for- 
ward relative  to  the  militia  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  in  Ireland,  are,  to  say  the  least 
of  them,  of  a  tendency  extremely  injurious 
to  the  military  service  of  the  kingdom  ;  but, 
every  objection  made  to  these  measures, 
every  fear  or  doubt  wdth  regard  to  their  ef- 
fect, and,  indeed,  every  suggestion,  how- 
ever, mildly  and  amicably  offered,  not  im- 
plicitly coinciding  with  the  projects  of  men, 
whose  ignorance  is  universally  admitted,  is 
met  by  the  imputation  of  a  wish  lo  disbeart' 
en  the  people  and  to  obstruct  the  measures 
jieccssary  for  national  defence. — This  excellent 
mode  of  obviating  the  inconveniencies  cf 
discussion  has  been  tried  to  its  utmost,  on 
the  present  occasion,  with  what  degree  of 
truth  and  of  justice  we  shall,  in  a  few  words, 
endeavour  to  enable  our  readers  to  judge. — 
The  bill  in  question  enables  persons,  not 
having  qualifications  of  landed  or  pecuniary 
property,  to  be  officers  of  a:iilitia.  There 
are  various  modifications  as  to  the  rank, 
manner  of  admission,  &c  &c.  but  this  is  the 
regulation  simply  stated,  it  does  enable  un^ 
ciialifed  persons  to  he  nficcrs  in  the  miluia 
service  of  England.  Lord  Folkestone  object- 
ed to  it,  principally  upon  the  ground,  fha't' 
it  tended  to  keep  the  nobility  and  gentry 
out  of  the  militia,  and,  at  the  same  time,  \o 
injure,  in  various  ways,  the  regular  service. 
This  was  immediatelj''  laid  hold  of  by  the 
Secretary  at  War,  who  expressed  his  asto- 
nisbment  at  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord,  and  also  by  Mr.  ^heridan,  who  ob- 
served, that  the  young  nobility  and  gentry 
would  do  better  to  go  into  the  militia  than 
io  follow  their  bou7ids.  This  brilliant  sally, 
which  caught  "  a  loud  cry  of  bear  !  bear  1" 
was  not,  to  say  the  truth,  much  to  the  point, 
and  his  Lordship  might  certainly  have  ob- 
served, that  the  sports  of  the  field  were  full 
as  wholesome  and  as  honourable,  full  as  likely 
to  strengthen  the  frame  and  ennoble  the 
mind,  as  the  various  pleasures  of  the  theatre 
or  the  gaming-house.  To  the  astonishment 
of  the  Secretary  at  War,  who  brought  in  the 
bill,  his  Lordship  had  still  a  better  reply  ; 
to  wit ;  that  the  bill,  then  before  the  House, 
wa»,  ai  far  as  it  went,  in  direct  contradict 
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lion  to  (he  complete  code  of  militia  law, 
Vv'hich  was  passed  by  the  parliament  no 
longer  ago  than  the  26lh  of  June  last,  and 
which  was  framed  and  bronght  forward  by 
the  Secretary  at  War  himself!  That  code, 
which  fills  up  nearly  a  hundred  pages  of  the 
statute-book,  begins  with  these  words  : 
*'  Whereas  a  respectable  military  force,  un- 
"■  der  the  covnnand  of  cy/jicers  possessing 
"  LANDED  PROPERTY,  within  Grcal  Bri- 
"  tain,  is  essential  to  the  constitution."  It  then 
proceeds  to  state,  that  great  disorder  and 
innovation  have  crept  into  the  militia  system,; 
after  which  it  enumerates  the  several  militia 
nets  in  existence,  and  repeals  them  all,  for 
the  purpose  of  substituting  a  well-digested 
permanent  code,  the  very  basis  of  which  is, 
that  every  commissioned  officer  shall  have  n 
qualification  in  p-operty.  What  gentleman, 
then,  especially  a  gentleman  who  had  as- 
sisted in  passing  this  "  well-digested  per- 
"  manent  code,"  could  be  expected  to  give, 
without  hesitation,  his  consent  to  a  bill, 
which  struck  at  the  very  foundation  of  it  ? 
Ant:,  with  what  degree  of  consistency,  of 
common  respect,  or  of  common  decency, 
could  he  be. reproached  for  that  hesitation, 
by  the  very  person,  Vv'ho,  only  eight  months 
ago,  had  digested,  drawn  up,  and  procured 
to  be  passed,  that  permanent  code  ?  "But, 
"  the  necessity  of  the  times  !"'  The  neces- 
sity of  the  times  may  be  great,  but,  with  re- 
gard to  the  militia,  it  merely  calls  them  out, 
and,  if  the  '•'  well-digested  permanent  code" 
be  insufficient  for  that  purpose,  what  is 
the  use  of  it  ?  Why  does  it  swell  out  the 
statute  book?  Why  were  some  hundreds  of 
pounds  expended  in  the  printing  of  it  ?  And 
v/hy  were  the  two  Houses  of  the  last  Par- 
liament compelled  to  waste  upon  it  so  many 
of  those  hours,  which  might  otherwise  have 
been  devoted  to  the  diverting  speeches  of 
Ivlr.  Sheridan  or  to  the  bills  about  "  pigeons' 
"  and  rabbits'  dung  *  ?"  This  code  makes  a 
fine  figure  in  the  rolls  of  Parliament,  and  in 
the  printing-office  of  Mr.  Strahan  ;  but  the 
moment  it  is  to  be  acted  upon,  away  it  goes, 
and  all  the  "  landed  property,"  and  "  the 
"  constitution"  along  with  it.  It  was,  it 
seems,  a  thing  merely  for  show,  like  fea- 
thers, or  grenadier  caps,  or  any  other  of 
those  baubles,  which  the  soldiers  describe  as 
being  "  all  for  sight  and  none  (or  J/'ght,'  aad 
which  are  always  thrown  aside  preparatory 
to  a  battle. — The  Secretary  of  War,  aware 
of  the  force  of  these  arguments,  attemjiied 
|o  meet  them  by  a  precedent.  He  reminded 
Lord  Folkestone,  that  the  very  same  mea- 
sure was  adopted  during  the  last  luar. 
"  Yes,"  his  Lordship  might  have  said,  "  and 

•  For  svyceping  theHuuseof  Parliament  ot  some 
of  these  documents  of  peddling  and  rlirfv  leiirlri- 
tion,  the  country  is  indcb'ed  tj  Lord  iloilauJ. 
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"  this  very  same  measure  it  was,  which 
*•'  your  code  was  principally  intended  to pre- 
"■  vent  infutnrer  But,  besides  this,  the  pre- 
cedent was  by  no  means  in  point.  During 
the  war,  the  men  of  the  militia  were  sud- 
denly doubled  in  number,  which  created  an 
absolute  necessity  of  admitting  unqualified 
officers ;  whereas  no  augmentation  of  the 
militia  has  now  taken  place;  its  strength  is 
as  it  was  fixed  by  the  "  well-digested  per- 
"  manent  code."  The  precedent  was, 
therefore,  totally  inapplicable  to  the  case, 
and  the  objections  of  Lord  Folkestone  still 
reinain  to  be  answered  by  something  better 
than  a  cry  of  "  disheartening  the  people,"  by 
which  crv,  v/e  trust,  his  Lordship  is  not  to 
be  deterred  frotn  a  discharge  of  that  duty, 
which  demands  a  strict  eJLamination  into 
every  measure  proposed  by  those  men,  whose 
inconsistent  and  wavering  conduct  has,  even 
according  to  their  own  acknowledgment, 
already  brought  their  country  into  imminent 
danger,  and  who  have  the  modesty  to  plead 
that  very  danger  as  a  title  to  unlimited  con- 
fidence, 

CPvtiATiNG  Despondency. — This  is  the 
charge,  which  the  ministry  now  prefer 
against  all  those,  who  attempt  to  awaken 
the  country  to  a  sense  of  its  danger.  Their 
object  is  evident  enough  ;  for,  if  the  danger 
of  the  country  be  so  great  as  we,  for  in- 
stance, affirm  it  is,  the  fault  must  be  in  the 
ministers,  and,  therefore,  it  is  very  natural 
for  them  to  decry  every  thing  tending  to 
establish  our  position.  The  nation,  too.,  h3^4 
a  feeling  of  somewhat  the  same  sort :  iris 
conscious  of  having,  in  som,e  degree,  par- 
ticipated in  the  measure,  which  has  so 
speedily  brought  it  to  the  brink  of  destruc- 
tion, and  to  the  dreadful  effects  of  which  it 
would  fain  siiut  its  eyes.  Thus  both  the 
ministry  and  the  people  have  adopted  the 
sentiments  and  the  language  of  the  perverse 
and  degenerate  Israelites :  "  tliey  say  to  the 
"  seers,  see  not;  and  to  the  prophets, 
"  prophesy  not  unto  us  right  things  ;  speak 
'*  unto  us  s7Hooth  things,  prophesy  deceits." 
This  folly  and  timidity  are  represented  by  the 
prophet  Isaiah  as  a  symptom  of  that  basenesSj 
which  was  to  produce,  and  which  finally  did 
produce,  first  the  captivity  and  afterwards 
the  dispersion  of  the  Jewish  nation  ;  and,  in 
spite  of  the  cuckoo  cry  of  "  creating  de- 
sponde?icy,"  we  give  it  as  our  settled-opinion, 
that,  unless  a  very  important  and  speedy 
change  takes  place  in  this  kingdom,  the  Jews 
will  not  be  the  only  people  without  a  coun- 
try.  -"  If  the  blind  lead  the  blind,  both 

"  shall  fall  into  the  ditch."  It  has  always 
been  our  maxim,  that  the  country  cannot 
be  saved,  without  being  fully  apprized  ol  all 
the  dangers  of  its  situation,  and  of  all  tl •?; 
difficulties  il  has  to  encounter.  This  ma\im 
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■we  laid  down  at  the  very  outset  of  those  la- 
bours which,  since  the  signature  of  the  pre- 
liminaries, we  have  so  unremittingly  pur- 
sued:—" It  requires  no  very  great  degree 
"  of  penetration  to  discover,  that  your  Lord- 
*'  ship  would  gladly  draw  a  'veii  ever  these 
'"  scandalous  occurrences;  nor  should  I 
"  have  much  objection  to  follow  your  ex- 
"  ample,  were  1  not  well  persuaded,  that 
"  every  attempt  to  dhguise  our  situation  wiil 
"  only  tsnd  to  accelerate  the  consuvimation  of 
"  our  ruin."  * — Despondency,  indeed  !  — 
Are  ive  the  people  that  despond?  We, 
■who  would  have  continued  the  war,  and 
who  weekly  repeat  our  opinion  that 
it  ought  immediately  to  he  renewed,  as  the 
only  me-ans  of  regaining  the  confidence  o( 
the  world  ?  We  do  not  doubt  of  the  means 
but  of  the  will  of  the  nation.  Our  appre- 
hensions are  not  positive  but  conditional ; 
if  the  governmenl  and  the  people  will  do 
what  they  are  able,  we  triumph  ;  if  they  will 
r.ot,  we  sink,  we  become  the  slaves  of 
France,  and  our  very  name  is  blotted  out. 
Do  we  create  despondency,  then,  or  do  we 
animate  to  exertion  and  to  patriotic  sacri- 
fices? "Aye,  there's  the  rub!"  We  call 
for  exertion  and  for  sacrifices  ;  and,  therefore, 
it  is  thai  we  create  despondency  in  the 
minds  of  all  those,  who,  to  the  making  of 
that  exertion  and  those  sacrifices,  prefer  the 
"  sounding  brass  and  tinkling  cymbal"  of 
Mr.  Sheridan's  speeches. But  we  "  ex- 
pose Ceitiueaknesi  of  the  country."  On  the 
contr:ivy,  we  say  it  is  yet  strong  ;  that  it  yet 
possesses  the  means  not  of  paltry  cowardly 
defensive,  but  of  ofensive  war.  We  cease  not 
to  urge,  that  "  another  ivar,  a  successful 
luar  against  France"  is  the  means,  and  the 
only  means,  of  recovering  our  lost  reputa- 
tion, and  of  reviving  that  confidence  in  our 
military  and  naval  strength,  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  pur  pecuniary  credit. 
This  charge  of  ?'  exposing  the  iveakness  of 
the  country"  is  a  most  convenient  subter- 
fuge for  the  ministers  and  their  timid  fol- 
lowers. It  is  not  the  weakness  of  the  cou?i- 
try,  but  their  weakness,  or  wickedness,  which 
■we  expose.  We  have  said,  and  we  say  even 
now,  that  there  are  not  six  ships  of  the  line 
fit  for  sea;  but,  do  we  thereby  say,  or  insi- 
nuate, that  the  country  is  ujiable  to  put  out 
more,  and  that  there  might  not  have  been 
fifty  ready  for  sea,  under  Lords  Chatham  or 
Spencer  ?  We  accuse  Mr.  Addington  of  de- 
ceiving, grossly  and  shamefully  deceiving 
the  nation,  in  promising  to  have  *' fifty 
ships  of  the  line  ready,  in  a  month,   in  case 
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of  emergency,"  when  he  cannot  now  say, 
after  a  month  of  preparation,  that  he  has 
six  ready  for  sea.  That  this  emergency  exists 
no  one  can  doubt,  because  the  militia  is 
called  out,  and  the  law  says,  that  it  shall  not 
be  called  out,  except  in  case  oi  internal  com- 
motion, or  of  invasion,  or  imminent  danger  of 
invasion.  There  is  no  internal  commotion, 
therefore  his  Majesty's  ministers  tell  the 
country  that  there  is  imminent  danger  of 
invasion  :  this  is  a  case  of  emergency  ;  and, 
shall  v/e,  because  we  expoee  the  ignorance, 
or  the  duplicity  of  the  minister,  be  accused 
of  exposing  the  weakness  of  the  country? 
If  so,  the  silence  and  forbearance  of  a  poli- 
tical writer  must  ever  bear  a  direct  propor- 
tion to  the  magnitude  of  the  mischief  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  measures  of  the 
government  1  A  doctrine  too  monstrously 
absurd  to  bs  maintained  even  by  the  candid 
tribe,  who  are  attempting  to  support  the 
present  crazy  and  destructive  "  machine." 
"  The  Morning  Post  of  Thursday  last  says: 
"  The  disheartening  picture  Mr.  Wind- 
"  ham  daily  draws  of  the  situation  of  this 
"  country,  may  encourage  the  Fre?ich  to  Jjiake 
"  war."  As  if  the  French  did  not  kno%i' 
the  situation  of  the  country  !  But,  let  us 
now  hear  the  "  consolatory  language  of 
"  this  same  paper  :" — "  If  tlie  time  for 
"  such  a  struggle  [a  struggle  between 
"  France  and  England]  should  arrive,  Eng- 
"  land  must  defend  herself  by  REVOLU- 
"  TIOiNARY  MEANS,  like  those  to  which 
"  France  resorted  when  she  was  attacked  hy 
"  all  Europe.  The  purse  and  the  person  of 
"  every  man  in  France  are  within  the  grasp 
"  of  the  present  French  Government,  and 
"  it  is  only  by  the  unccnirouled  use  of  them 
"  that  Buonaparte  can  effect  his  purposes. 
**  Should  England  be  seriously  threatened 
"  with  invasion,  our  own  government  must 
"  he  invested  with  the  same  powers  !  !  !  !  !  "' — • 
And  this  is  the  language  of  consolation! 
This  is  the  opinion  of  that  paper,  which 
reviles  Mr.  Windham  for  "  disheartening" 
the  country  ! — We  must  close. — We  leave 
the  reader  to  make  a  comparison  between 
our  sentiments  and  those  of  this  high-spirit- 
ed print. 

NOTICES. 

%*  We  have  just  received,  from  the  Queen's 
Oeuman  Regiment  an  Official  Document^ 
which,  when  published,  as  it  will  be  in  the  Regis- 
ter ut  next  week,  will  completely  remove  the  in- 
sinuations thrown  out  hy  the  commentators  on 
the  statements  of  the  42d  Regiment,  and  will, 
also,  we  think,  fully  prove,  that  the  Invincibls 
Standard  was,  never, _/o/-  one  moment,  in  the  pos- 
seisiyn  of  the  Highlauders.— X.  iu  our  next. 


LONDON, 


LONDONy  March  26  to  April  2^  1803. 
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Those  persons,  who,  from  motives  too 
evident  to  need  exposure,  reproached  me 
for  having  made  the  taking  of  this  Standard 
a  subject  of  public  dtscnssion,  will,  un- 
doubtedly lament  to  see  that  discussion  re- 
vived, just  when  they  began  to  conceive 
hopes,  that  their  numerous  misrepresenta- 
tions and  falsehoods  had  so  confased  and 
bewildered  the  public  mind,  as  to  afford 
them  a  chance,  at  least,  of  seeing  the  ques- 
tion sink  for  ever  out  of  sight,  covered  with 
Contradiction,  doubt,  and  uncertainty.  But, 
the  anonymous  partizans  of  the  Sinclairs 
and  the  42d  Regiment,  will,  I  trust  be  found 
to  have  formed  an  erroneous  judgment  of 
the  perseverance  of  him,  with  whom  they 
have  chosen  to  contend,  and  against  v/honi 
they  have,  through  the  innumerable  prosti- 
tuted channels,  with  which  the  British  press 
lias  supplied  them,  poured  forth  torrents  of 
the  foulest  and  most  infamous  calumny. 
Not  in  my  cause,  hov/ever,  but  in  the  cause 
which  I  tirst  espoused,  the  cause  of  truth, 
of  justice,  and  of  honour,  have  I  resuined 
the  pen,  with  a  perfect  assurance  that  no 
apology  for  so  doing  will  be  thought  neces- 
sary by  any  person  whose  good  opinion  I 
vish  to  preserve. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that,  in  the  Regis- 
ter, Vol.  ill.  p.  164,  I  published  a  state- 
ment, signed  by  Lieutenant-Colonels  A. 
Stewart  and  James  Stirling,  Field  Of- 
ficers of  the  42d,  or  Highland  Regiment. 
This  statement  was  first  published  in  the 
St.  James's  Chronicle  of  the  5lh  of  Bebrn- 
ary  last;  and,  in  the  same  print,  of  the  8th 
of  February,  there  appeared  a  string  of  re- 
marks obviously  intended  to  elucidate,  am- 
plify, and  apply  the  facts  of  the  official 
statement.  This  statement  of  the  42d  Re- 
giment, thus  amplified  and  explained,  hav- 
ing reached  the  Queen's  German  Regiment, 
the  officers  of  that  corps  have  thought  it 
their  duty  to  publish  a  brief  account  of  its 
movements  on  the  21st  of  March,  which  ac- 
count completely  overturns  the  only  infer- 
ence, ot  any  importance,  wh'ch  has  been 
drawn,  or  v.-hich  can  be  drawn,  from  the 
statement  of  Colonels  Stewart  and  Stirling. 
But,   bei"ore  I  submit   this  4QCumcnt  to  ihe 

Vol.  m. 
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reader,  it  seem?  necessary  to  take  a  cursory- 
view  of  the  circumstances  as  well  as  the 
publications  by  which  it  has  been  prc- 
csded. 

From  the  hour  that  the  nev/s  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Alexandria  arrived,  great  pains  were 
taken,  by  the  London  news-editors,  to  in- 
culcate a  belief,  that  the  42d,  or  Royal  High- 
land Regiment,  v.-ere  entitled  to  almost  the 
exclusive  honour  of  the  victory  ;  and,  for 
several  months,  there  appeared  to  be  no 
doubt,  that  the  Invincible  Standard  was 
taken  by  that  corps.  On  the  25th  of  F'e- 
bruary,  1802,  there  appeared  in  the  True 
Briton,  a  newspaper  belonging  to  a  Scotch 
Pt'Ian,  named  Heriott,  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  a  meeting  of  the  Highland  So- 
ciety, which  meeting  had. been  attended  by 
a  considerable  number  of  Scottish  noblemen 
and  gentlemen.  This  account,  which  was 
publisiied  by  autiiority  of  the  Highland  So- 
ciety, or,  at  least  by  a  member  of  that  body, 
tended  to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  the 
Highlanders  alone  gained  the  battle.  A 
Serjeant  of  that  regiment,  nanied  Sinclair, 
who  was  introduced  to  t!ie  Society  by  Sue 
John  Sinclair,  gave  a  narrativ®  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  battle  .^.f  Alexandria, 
which  narrative,  it  was  expressiy  stated,  was 
given  for  the  sole  purpose  of  proving  the 
fact  as  to  the  42d  Regiment  having  taken 
the  Invincible  Standard.  The  Serjeant  was, 
by  the  account  here  mentioned,  said  to 
have  stated,  that  the  standard  was  taken 
from  the  French  officer  by  Major  Stirling 
of  the  42d  : — but  the  very  words  of  the  ac- 
count will  be  best  here. — "  Major  Stirling, 
"  followed  by  Serjeant  Sinclair,  went  up  to 
"  the  French  ofJicer,  bearing  the  Invincible 
"  Standard,  and  desired  him  instantly  to 
"  deliver  it  up  with  his  sword.  On  his  re- 
"  fusal  the  Major  struck  him  across  the 
"  head  with  the  flat  of  bis  sword,  and 
"  snatching  the  Stand<ird  forcibly  from 
"  him"*."  It  is  then  .stated,  that  the  Ser- 
jeant received  the  Standard  from  Major 
Stirling,  with  an  order  "  to  take  care  of  it ;" 
but  that,  being  afterwards  "  ciU  do^vn"  hf 
the  F^rench  cavalry,   he  lost  it  ;  and,  after 

'   3!.c  tlie  whole  proceedings,  Eegiiiti,  Vol.  li», 

D.  803. 

a 


45lJ 


having  got  up  from  tlie  place  where  he  was 
cut  down,  he  touucl  a  ir.nsqnct,  fired  jlf- 
icai  rounds  with  it,  and  (cK.-'k  six  Fraich  dls- 
77iountcd  l\'rsc?/un  prisoTurs .'!.'.' .'  "  Wliile 
"  conducting  in  llipse.  prisonrrs,  he  per- 
"  ceived  a  soldi:'-  of  G://n\:!  Sfujrt's  ccrps" 
[the  Queen's  (.lerman  iu  gimentj,  "  carry- 
"  mg  into  the  rear  the  Invincible  Stan- 
"  DARD,  ivh-ch  be  had  PICKED  UI^  ^dUc 
"  the  Serjeant  lay  as  a/ready  descrihed."  'i'hat 
is  to  say,  according  to  ids  own  words,  '■  in 
''  a  state  of  iiuensibilily."  How  a  man 
could,  while  he  himself  was  in  a  state  of  i?^- 
sensibuity,  knov.'  and  see  what  was  passing 
by  his  side,  neither  the  Serjeant  nor  his 
historians  thought  proper  to  explain.  The 
fact  is,  that,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the 
Highland  Society,  tlie  true  story  had  par- 
tially got  abroad  ;  people  had  said,  that  it 
was  a  soldier  of  the  German  PLegiment  who 
took  the  Standard  which  was  brought  home, 
in  proof  of  which  divers  public  orders  and 
ceriiiicates  were  appealed  to,  and,  as  there 
"was  bat  one  Stand;\rd  brought  home,  it  was 
necessary  for  those  who  were  resolved 
that  nobody  but  the  Highlanders  should 
h.ave  the  honour  of  taking  it,  to  find  out 
some  way  or  other  of  making  the  world  be- 
lieve, that,  though  the  Standard  was  brought 
in  to  head  quarters  by  Anthony  Lutz,  a 
fioldier  of  the  German  Regiment,  yet  that 
the  said  Lutz  did  not  take  it  from  the 
enemy,  but  PICKED  IT  UP,  that  is  to 
say,  fou?id  it,  or  stole  it  from  the  42d  Regi- 
ment.  Hence  the  story  of  Serjeant  Sin- 
clair, or  of  the  Higliland  Society  ;  for  I 
pretend  not  to  say  which  of  them  had  the 
honour  of  inventing  it. 

The  matter  remained  very  quiet  'till  the 
month  of  December  last.  The  Plighland 
Society  were  preparing  a  vieelal  to  immor- 
lalize  the  achievement  ;  a  cup  of  great 
value  was  ordered  to  be  made,  as  a  present 
to  the  42d  Regiment,  ornamented  with  ap- 
propriate devices,  one  of  which  was,  a  High- 
iandcr  taking  the  Standard— Kcr  Porter's  Pa- 
norama, the  Print-shops,  -the  Play-houses, 
the  Circus,  Sadler's-wel!?,  with  almost  every 
other  place  of  exhibition  or  amusement, 
lent  their  most  powerful  aid  ;  w  hile  tlie 
Scotch  newspaper  editors,  of  v.'hom  London 
has  to  boast  of  no  scanty  provision,  bent 
the  whole  force  of  their  "  infernal  ma- 
chines" against  every  gleam  of  truth  that 
threatened  hostility  to  the  deception. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  the  watch  tai- 
lless of  these  namt;rous  and  zealous  suji- 
'pai-ters,  means  were  silently  preparing  for 
-wresting  the  laurel  from  the  brow  of  the 
iiighlanders,  and  restoring  it  to  its  rightful 
^<y---^'n<"f'.  I  iiad,  during  the  summer,  dls- 
€arered    the  real  state  of  the  case  3    and, 
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when  the  proper  time  came,  I  published 
my  Narrative,  which,  with  all  its  interest- 
ing documents,  will  be  found  in  the  Regis- 
ter, Vol.  IL  p.  801.  The  taking  of  the 
Standard  by  Luiz  was  thus  made  out. 
1.  Ia'tz,  v.dio  was  sent  for  to  Londun, 
wore  (and  still  wears)  upon  tlie  breast  of 
his  coat,  a  representation  of  the  Invincible 
Standard.  2.  This  badge  is  worn  in  con- 
Sfquence  of  a  public  order,  issued  by  Gene- 
ral Stuart,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1801,  as  a 
mark  of  honour  conferred  on  him  for  hav- 
ing "  taken  the  standard  FROM  TiiE 
"  ENEMY,  in  the  battle  of  the  21st  of 
"  March."  3.  That  this  badge  of  honour 
was  not  given  without  just  pretensions,  is 
proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  Assistant 
yVdjutant-General,  which  proves  the  bring- 
ing in  of  the  Standard  to  head-quarters  by 
Lutz,  and  which  states,  that  Lutz  "  took 
"  the  said  Standard  FROM  THE  ENE- 
"  MY."  4.  I  next  relate  the  evidence  of 
Lieutenant  Moncrieff,  of  the  Queen's 
German  Regiment,  to  whom  Lutz  first 
presented  the  Standard,  when  he  brought  it 
to  the  ranks  of  his  regiment,  in  the  heat  of 
the  battle.  5.  Ihe  proof  is  closed  and 
completed  by  the  evidence  (taken  upon 
oath)  of  Corporal  Schmid  and  Private  Wohl- 
wend,  who  slate,  that  they  saw  the  Stan- 
dard in  the  hands  of  the  flying  enemy,  that 
they  saw  Lutz  fire  at  the  person  w  ho  car- 
ried it,  that  they  saw  him  rush  into  the 
smcke  after  his  fire,  and  return  again,  al- 
most immediately,  with  the  Standard  in  his 
hand  *. — Thus  the  Standard  was  traced 
from  the  hands  of  the  enemy  to  those  of 
the  English  Commander  in  Chief;  and  thus 
was  it  clearly  and  incontestibly  proved,  that 
this  symbol  of  victory  was  taken,  carried 
in,  and  delivered  at  head-quarters  by  Lutz, 
and  by  nobody  but  Lutz. 

Now,  wliat  has  been  produced  in  opposi- 
tion totliis  proof?  Much  declamation,  much 
calumny;  but  no  evidence,  and  no  argu- 
ment. My  Narrative  with  its  accompany-- 
ing  Uocuinents  were  published  on  the  23th 
of  December;  a  ^^coni/i/ete  refnfaticn"  was 
instantiy  promised  by  the  Scotch  editors  ; 
day  after  dav  this  promise  was  renewed, 
always  accompanied  with  most  violent 
abuse  on  me  and  on  my  jioor  friend  Lutz, 
who  might,  \\c  would  tiiink,  have  been 
spared,  were  it  only  tiir  his  having  had  the 
presence  cf  mind  to  '•^ ^lick  i//i"  and  to  ieeji 
the  famous  standard,  f  At  last,  after  srx 
weeks  consideration,  out  came  the  "Nar- 
rative, by  authority,"  oi'  the  Field  Officers 
of  the  42d  regiment,  signed  by  A.   Stew- 


*  See  all  these  documeutr,   Register,   Vol.  II. 
p.  Sj4,  815, and  ^16. 
-j-  See  Vol,  II.  p.  363  to  ojOc 
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ART  and  James  Stirling,  Majors  and 
Lieutenant  -  Colonels.  This  Narrative, 
which  will  be  found  at  full  length  in  page 
16401"  Vol.  III.  of"  tlie  Register,  says  no- 
thing, Jiositi-veJy,  to  invalidate  the  claim  of 
LuTZ,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  does,  as  far 
as  negative  evidence  can  go,  establish  and 
confirm  the  justice  of  that  claim.  "  The 
"  42d  regiment,"  say  the  narrators,  "  it 
"  this  time,  closed  in  with  them"  fthe 
enemy],  "  and  t/ieir  sfa!?(iar J  waa^  taken  from 
"  the  bearer  by  Major  Stirling,  who  con- 
"  signed  it  in  charyce  to  a  non-commissioned 
"  officer." — "  The  non-commissioned  offi- 
"  cer  (Serjeant  Sinclair)  io  whom  t/ia stanJ- 
"  atil  was  given  in  charge,  was  wounded 
"  in  the  rea?-  of  the  regiment,  and  /^y  Jmn  the 
"  stajidard -vjas 'LO^T  \"  This  is  ail.  Here 
is  nothing  controversial;  but  the  simple 
statement  of  two  facts ;  to  wit,  that  Major 
Stirling  took  a  standard,  and  that  Serjeant 
Sinclair  lost  it  again.  P'acts,  which,  as  I 
said  before,  I  have  never  called  in  cjuestion, 
and  which  I  have  not  the  k'a-.t  inclination 
to  deny.  Repeating  what  I  said,  at  tlie 
time  when  this  "  Narrative  by  authority" 
was  published,  I  shall  here  just  point  out 
the  disagreement  between  the  narrative  of 
^Serjeant  Sinclair,  as  published  by  the  High- 
land Societv,  and  that  which  Colonels  Stew- 
art and  Stirling  submitted  to  the  public- 
Serjeant  Sinclair  said  (or  was  made  to  say), 
tlsai  the  standard  which  Major  Stirling  took, 
was  the  Invincible  Standard.  The  Narra- 
tive, signed  by  the  field  officers,  afilxts  to 
it  no  such  epithet.  Colonels  Stewart  aiid 
Stirling  do,  indeed,  refrain  from  stating, 
that  the  standard,  taken  by  the  42d  regi- 
ment, was;w/the  Invincible  Standard  ;  and, 
though  Major  Stirling  himself  took  it,  it  is 
possible,  that,  at  the  time  of  drawing  up 
tlie  narrative,  he  might  not  recollect,  or  might 
never  have  been  able  to  di.--tinguish,  whe- 
ther it  was,  or  was  not.  the  Invincible 
Standard  finally  brought  to  England ;  but 
if  Major  Stirling  was  not,  from  want  of 
recollection,  or  from  whatever  other  cause, 
able  to  say,  that  the  standard  he  took  was 
net  the  Invincible  Standard,  it  inevitably 
follows,  that  he  was  not,  a.nd  that  he  is  not, 
able  to  say  that  li -was  the  Invincible  Stand- 
ard.— Then  again,  Serjeant  Sinclair  assert- 
ed (or  he  was  made  to  assert),  that  the 
standard,  committed  to  his  charge,  was 
"  PICKED  UP,"  by  his  side,  "  while  he 
lay  in  a  iiaieo^itisensihility."  But,  Colonels 
Stewart  and  Stirling  say  nollnng  about 
the  standard's  h^'in^ /lickedii/i  from  the  side 
of  the  serjeaiit.  They  say  he  lest  it,  and 
that  is  all.  The  circumstance  o\' picki'ig  nji, 
was  the  most  material  of  bis  whole  narra^^ 
tive,  as  its  eviuei;^^  tendency  was  to  rob 
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LuTZ  and  his  regiment  of  the  honour  of 
having  taken  the  standard  from  the  enemy. 
This  circumstance  was  dropped  in  the  i:ar- 
rative,  though  be  it  observed,  Serjeant  Sin- 
clair must,  of  course,  have  been  examined,  jire- 
vious  to  the  dra'voing  u^i  oj  the  regimented  state- 
ment.— Thus  it  appears,  then,  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  narrative,  there  was  not  only  no 
giound  for  stating  that  Lutz  picked iiji  and 
brought  in  a  standard,  which  was  the  prize 
of  the  42d  regiment,  but  that  Colonels 
Stewart  and  Stirling  were  quite  uncertain 
whether  the  standard  brought  in  by  Lurz 
was  ilie  same  standard  that  was  lost  by 
Sinclair.  That  there  is,  in  England,  but 
one  French  standard,  which  was  taken  in 
the  battle  of  Alexandria,  is  well  known;  it 
is  eeiually  well  known,  that  that  standard 
was  taken  from  the  enemy  by  Lutz;  and, 
all  that  is  made  appear  by  the  narrative,  is, 
that  the  42d  regiment  themselves  do  not 
know,  that  they  ever  had  this  standard, 
even  for  one  moment,  in  their  possession, 
thougli  the  justly  indignant  Public  will  not 
fail  to  reccjiccf,  iliat  it  was  openly  prQ- 
posed,  by  the  Scotch  editors  in  London,  to 
send  it  to  be  kept  in  the  city  o'i  Edinburgh  ! 

But,  tliough  Colonels  Stewart  and  Stirling 
said  woilwcig,  ficsitiveJv,  to  weaken  the  claim 
of  LuT2  and  the  Queen's  German  Regi- 
ment, their  narrative  was,  by  the  sup- 
porters of  (lie  claim  of  the  xpd  regiment, 
made  to  info-  a  destruction  of  that  claim  al- 
together 1  And,  here,  it  is  necessary  to 
show  the  co«;;r;</o/7  betwe.en  the  "  Narrative 
by  Authority"  and  the  remarks  tliereon. 
The  narrative  appeared  in  the  St.  James's 
Chronicle  of  5th  of  February,  the.  remarks 
in  the  next  number  of  the  same  paper .  -Th^.t 
both  came  front  Edlnb:'.rgh  .  there  is  sufficient 
interiial  evidence;  and,  as  it  was  jibso- 
lutely  imjiossible,  that  the  St.  James'.s 
Chronicle  of  the  5th  of  February  could 
have  reached  that  city  time  enough  to 
enable  the  writer  of  the  reraarks  to  send 
them  to  London  lor  publication  pn  the  Bth 
of  February,  it  follows,  of  cloii'irse,  th;%t_he 
must,  at  least,  have  seen  the  narrative  pre- 
vious to  its  appearance  in  print,-— Tiie  part 
of  Colonels  Stewart  and  Stirling'^  narrative, 
from  wliich  an  inference  has  been  drawn 
unfavourable  to  the  claim  of  Lvtz  and  the 
German  Regiment,  is  as  follows :— ^"  Qi-- 
"  dcrs  were  at  that  mornent  given  hj  Lt. 
"  Col.  A.  Stewart  to  qhacge,  whicli  was 
"  instantly  done,  and  the  French  infan- 
"  try  were  driven  down  the  declivity  to  a 
"  considerable  distance  in  front,  and  left 
"  of  the  position  of  the  reserve.  They  re- 
•'  treated  through  the  intervals  of  their 
','  cavalry,  who  were  now  observed,  as  the 
"  smoak  cleared  away,  close  to  the  left  c^ 
Q  2 


COEBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


e  Azd. — The  exertions  of  this  charge 
^•^  liad  disordered  the  line,  and  Lt.  Col.  A. 
"  Stewart  judging  that  the  enemy's  ca- 
"■  vairy  were  preparing  to  charge  in  turn, 
*'  ordered  the  42d  to  I'orin  quiek'.y  on  the 
**  grenadiers  and  prepare  to  receive  them. 
'-  Tin';  nioinent  was  selected  by  tlie  enemy 
*'  (or  a  desperate  charge.  It  was  doubt- 
'r  less  a  nioinent  in  which  a  regiment, 
*'  prcring  close  on  a  retreating  enemy, 
"  caiMiot  be  supposed  to  be  correctly  in 
*■  hne.  The  charge  of  the  cavalry  \\  as 
'•  made  rn  masse^  and  in  some  p-Iaces  pene- 
*'  trated  the  intervals  which  had  been  oc- 
"  casioned  by  the  movements  to  tbrm  on 
''  the  grenadiers,  an  order  winch  in  the 
^"  continued  fire  of  mnsquetry  could  not 
"  be  distinctly  heard  by  the  whole  batta- 
*'  linn.  Tlie  right  were  protected  by  the 
*'  fire  of  the  sbth  on  the  redoubt,  and 
*^  Hri^ttrHer  General  Stewayt  bringing  up.  his 
"  hrli'r:-ie  .4T  this  critical  mot^ient, 
*^  hir.  o-ivn  regiment  gave  the  enemy  a  clo-e 
"  and  well-directed  fire,  which  allowed 
•'  ti:ne  to  die  42d  to  join  liieir  efforts  to 
*'  tho-e  of  the  rest  of  the  reserve,  and  of 
''  the  foreign  brigade,  in  repelling  the  cavahy. 
*'  Thi';  service  was  speedily  accomplished 
*'  with  the  effect  stafed  in  the  dispatches 
"  of-  the  commander  in  chief,  "j^lic  rest  of 
"  the  action  consisted  in  sharp  shoofing 
*'  and  cannonading  as  stated  in  the  same 
*•  dispatcher." — The  inference  drawn  from 
this  statement  (hi  the  remarks  above  al- 
luded to)  IS  as  fo!K)u-s: — "From  th.is  nar- 
-*'•  raiive  it  distinctly  appears^  that  one  bat- 
."  talion  of  tlie  French  iniantrj'  were  dc- 
.*'  feated  by  the  j.2d  regiment ;  that  their 
■."  standard  was  taken  by  Major  Stirling 
*'  with  ids  own  hands,  and  consigned  by 
*•  him  ill  charge  to  Serjeant  Sinclair ;  that 
*'  tiie  42d  regiment  afterwards  engaged 
"  the  other  columns  of  the  Frencli  mtan- 
"  try,  successively  defeated  them,  and 
"  forced  them  to  seek  slielter  among  their 
"  cavalry;  that  tiie  cavalry  then  made  a 
*'  desperate  charge  ra  tuasse.  on  the  42d 
*'  regiment,  and  yet  were  able  to  pei^.etrate 
"  it  only  in  the  intervals  left  between  the 
'*  ditTerent  bodies  of  that  corps  in  forming 
*'  to  receive  the  charge;  that  all  this  was 
■"  doi:<.:  befiive  the  Qz'.cen's  German  Rr'jifm'nt 
"  came  nrto  action  ;  that  the  first  fire  from 
*'  the  hiiipr  corps  was  after  the  42d  had 
*•  received  the  desperate  charge  of  the  ca- 
*■  valv :  liiat  consequenllv  THE  GER- 
*■  MAN  KEGiMENT  HAD  NEVER 
t  BEEN  ENGAGED  Willi  THE 
*•  FRENCH  INFANTRY.''  *  —  Thus, 
t}i"n,  accordu-.g  lo  this  vv^riter,  according  to 

*  ;5t.  J  inies's  ChrpnicJe,  Feb.  S,  \io^. 


\A5Q 

the  supporter  of  the  42d  regiment,  it  "  dis- 
"  tinclly  appear  .from  their  narrative,"  that 
the  Frer.ch  infnntry  corps,  engaged  in  that 
]?art  of  the  field,  were  all  successively  de- 
leated,  ^'•before  the  Queen's  German  Re- 
"  giment  ca:ne  .nto  acticn,''  that  the /fri/ fire 
from  that  corps  was  even  '■'■after  the 
"  42d  regiment  had  received  the  des- 
"  ])eratc  charge  of  the  cavalry"  and  that 
the  German  Regiment  '•''had  never  heeii 
"  engaged  -with  the.  French  INFANTRY,'*  the 
object  of  all  which  is  to  show,  that  (he 
clam  of  LuTz  and  his  regiment  is  totally 
unfounded;  because,  if  that  rc-iment  was 
never  engaged  with  infantry^  they  could  not 
take  the  Invincible  Standard  from  tJie  enemy ^ 
that  standard  being  an  infantry  standard. — ■ 
This  brings  us  to  the  statement  of  the  oiii- 
cers  of  the  Queen's  German  Regiment. 
"  Queeris  Gerwan  Regiment. —  Cork,  15 to 
"  March,  1803. 

"  Before  we  trespass  on  the  attention  of 
"  the  Public,  we  beg  leave  to  premise,  that, 
■■'  however  repeatedly  we  may  h.ave  been 
"  the  snbject  of  discussion^  it  never  was  our 
"  wish  so  to  be,  much  less  was  it,  either  di. 
*'  rectly  or  indirectly,  our  request  5  and, 
"  that,  it  is  with  a  degree  of  relnctance  to  bs 
"  overcome  only  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  our 
"  corps,  that  we  now  trouble  the  public 
"  with  a  short  statement  of  facts,  for  the 
"  ptnpose  of  removing  an  error  circulated 
"  through  the  St.  James's  Chronicle  of  the 
"  Sth  ol"  February  last. 

"  With  this  motive  it  is,  ihnt  we,  the  un- 
"  dersigncd  tield-ofncers  of  the  regiment, 
"  at  the  express  desire  of  the  corps,  declare, 
"  iliat  the  Queen's  German  regiment  was, 
"  on  the  2]st  of  March,  ]S01,  in  column, 
"  when  the  alarm,  on  the  right  of  the  Bri- 
"  tish  line  was  given,  and  that  our  move= 
"  ment,  particularly  that  of  the  left  wing, 
"  which  was  ordered  to  support  the  reserve, 
''  was  as  prompt  as  the  immediate  power 
*'  of  formation  from  column  into  line  could 
"  admit  of;  so  that  we  arrived,  not  only 
"  most  critically  in  lime  to  assist  in  repul- 
"  sing  the  French  CAVALRY,  but  like- 
'■'■  wise  to  unite  our  efforts  with  those  of 
'•'  that  part  of  the  British  army  that  day  en- 
"  gaged,  in  receiving,  rcsistins;,  and  repuhin^, 
"  the  French  line^f  INFANTRY.  fn 
"  proof  of  this,  we  have  to  state,  that 
"  Lieutenants  Dfji: AN,  and  Du  Vkrgier, 
"  with  many  men,  were  killed,  and  that 
"  Captains  Mahony,  and  Richardson, 
"  Lieutenants  Mac  Carthy,  Sutton, 
*'■  Lang,  and  Zkhueder,  Adjutant  Offer- 
"  MAN,  together  with  a  number  of  non- 
'^  commissioned  officers  and  privates,  were 
"  wounded,  frior  to  tkc  cbjrge  of  the  Fretich 
*'  cavalry.     During  thaVchaJ'ge,  Lieutenant 
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*'  Colonel  Du  Tens,  mIio  had  been  pre- 
*'  vlously  wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  fell  by 
"  the  stroke  of  a  sabre.  Captain  Missett, 
*'  Lieutenant  Hutton,  and  seventy  two 
"  rank  and  file  were  also  wounded  by  the 
*'  sabre.  The  number  of  non-commissioned 
"  officers  and  priva:es  killed  and  wounded 
*'  by  (he  musquetry  is^  as  near  as  possible, 
'■'  148.  Wounded  by  the  cavalry,  and  now 
"  present  with  the  regiment,  ^2.  Of  com- 
"  missioned  officers  there  were  14  killed 
"  and  wounded.  Total  killed  and  wound- 
"  ed,  234. 

"  We  do  not  state  these  facts  for  the  pur- 
"  pose  of  arrogating  to  ourselves  more  nie- 
"  lit  than  is  due  to  every  other  corps  en- 
"  gaged.  We  ask  only  tcir  an  equal  por- 
"  tion,  and  that  not  at  the  hands  of  any  par- 
"  ticuldr  regiment. 

"  (Signed)     Jawes  Lyon,  Lieut.  Colonel. 
"   CnARLEsGoRMOCAN,  Major." 

This  statement,  then,  a  statement  which 
J  venture  to  assert  will  never  be  contradict- 
ed by  any  one  who,  if  he  has  a  jmme,  will 
put  that  name  to  what  he  writes;  this  state- 
ment completely  does  av/ay  the  last  poor  pi- 
tiful subterfuge  of  the  Sinclairs  and  their 
pactizans.  Here  is  nothing  said  about  the 
sidfidard :  it  was  not  necessary  :  the  official 
documents;  the  general,  the  brigade,  the 
regimental  orders  and  proceedings  were  al- 
ready before  the  public  :  the  lield  officers 
of  the  42d  liad  noi,  in  their  narrative,  pui  in 
any  positive  cLiiin  to  the  Standard  that  was 
brougbi  home;  but,  they  had  published  some- 
thing, from  which  their  own  partizans  in- 
ferred, and  proclaimed  to  the  v.^orld,  that 
the  Queen's  German  regiment  was  not,  in 
the  battle  of  Alexandria,  "  ever  engaged 
with  infuntiy :"  indeed,  this  seems  to  be  an 
inference  fairly  drawn  from  the  statement 
of  the  42d  regiment,  and  to  this  inference, 
the  Queen's  German  regiment  have  here 
given  a  c\tzr  and  positive  contradiction.  Let 
the  writer  of  the  remarks  no  longer  say, 
then,  "  that  the  charge  oi falsehood  now  lies 
"  between  Mr.  CobbctI  on  the  one  side,  and 
"  the  officers  of  the  42d  regiment  oii  the 
*'  other,  and  that  the  public  have  to  choose 
"  which  of  these  two  they  will  believe;"  for, 
though,  were  it  on  any  point  coming  within 
my  own  knowledge,  I  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  let  my  word  stand  its  chance  against 
that  of  the  whole  corps  of  the  42d  regiment, 
the  public  will,  at  once,  perceive,  that  the 
charge  o{ falsehood  now  lies,  not  between  me 
and  the  officers  of  the  42d  regiment,  but 
between  the  narrative  of  those  officers  (as 
explained  and  interred  from  by  their  par- 
tizans,) and  that  of  the  officers  of  the 
Queen's  German  regiment ;  and,  I  am  very 
xauch  deceived,  if  the  public  will  hesitate 
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one  single  moment  in  making  their  choice. 
The  narrative  of  the  42d  regiment  has  been 
drawn  up  wilh   more  than  diplomatic  pre- 
caution.    It  can  hardly  be  said  to  alnrm,  or 
to   deny,   any   thing.     It  does  not  say  that 
Major  Stirling  ^/iJ  lake  the  Invincible  Stand- 
ard, neither  does  it  say  that  be  did  not  take 
it  :   it   docs  not   say  that   the   standard  was 
piclied  up,   neither  does  it  say  that  it  was  vcf 
picked  up:   it  does  not   say  that  the_  regi- 
ment was,  according  to  Sir  Robert  Wilson' £' 
account,    hroLcn  and   overtubehwd,    neither 
does  it  say  that  it  was  not  broken  and  o'.er- 
whelmed  :'  it  leaves  every  thing  to  inference, 
and,  with  characteri-^tic  propriety,  secures  a 
retreat  in    every   direction.     Wilh    respect 
to   the    Queen's    German    regiment    never 
being  engaged  w'nh  infantiy,  however,    the 
iiifeience  is  somewhat  too  plain.     The  nar- 
rative makes  the  42d  regiment  repulse  ihe 
infantry,  body  after   body,   and,  when    the 
battle  is  (juite  over  with  the   infantry ,,  -it  in- 
troduces  the  Queens  German   regiment  to 
assist  in  repulsing  the  cavalry,     in  short,  it 
is  impossible  that  any  person,  unacquainted 
with    the   true  history' of  the  engagemenr, 
should   not   believe,  fronl  reading  this  nar- 
rative,    that    the    German    regiment    tievrr 
was,    at   any  one   time,    engaged  with  the 
French  infantry.     This  is  too,   the   nrean- 
ing  attached   to   the  narrative"-  by  the  .sap- 
porters  of  the  42d  regiment;  and  it   is   to 
this    part  of  the  narrative,   conveying  S^.V, 
meaning,    that   the  oHicers  of  the    Queen's 
German  Regiment  have  now   given  a  con- 
tiadiction  not  guarded  by  equivocal  terms 
and    ambiguous   phrases,   but   clearly    and 
positively  expressed,    and    supported  by    a 
detail  of  killed  and  wounded.     "  We  foere 
"  *--i:gaged  with  infantry,"  say  they,  "  and 
"  tlie  proof  that  we  were   so  engaged   is, 
I   "  we  had  2  officers  killed  a;id  7  wounded, 
j   "  and    14.8  non-commissioned   officers  and 
"  privates  killed  and  wounded  by  that  itfan- 
i   "  //>■." — This    assertion,    then,     tiie    field 
I  o-jicers  of  (he  42d  regiment  must  disprove, 
i  or  ilicy  mu;>t  disclaim  the  meaning,  which 
their  partizuns  have  attached  to  tlieir  own 
narrative,  and  which  meaning  has  been  cii"- 
culated    tl'.rough    the   very    same    vehicle 
c't.osen  by  them  for  the  publication  of  that 
narraLire'.     That  their  narrative,  thus  coii- 
str  jcd,  tends  to  rob  another  corps  ol  its  due 
?:;r,re  of  honour,    is  evident,    and,  indeed, 
is   now   so  declared  by  the  officers  of  that 
oth^r  C!)rps  :  if,  therefore,    their   narrative 
har;,    by    their  own  partisans,  been  misccn- 
.;.'?7.W,  let  them   disaV.ow    the   constriictutn ; 
if  it  has  ?w/  been    misconstrued,    let  them 
refute  the  statement  of  the    oihcers  ot  ths 
Queen's  German  Reginiei;t. 

As    to    the     standard,     I     mean      tiie 
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Sir  Robert  says. 

That  the  standard 
■was  taken  by  the  hetjcant. 

That  the  Serjeant  was 
ordered  yirw.;;  ^'s. 

That  the  Serjeant 
gave  the  standard  to  a 
■pi'h'ate. 

That  the  private  who 
had  the  cars  of  the 
standard,  was  lilled. 

That  the  standard  was 
recovered  by  the  Fiinch. 
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standard,  which  was  brout^ht  to  England, 
and  which  is  t<j  be  placed  on  (l^e  tomb  ot 
Sir  Ralph  Abercroinbie,  it  must  now  be 
evident  to  every  man,  that  it  was  taken 
from  the  enemy  by  LuTZ;  and,  it  onlv  remains 
for  me  to  show  the  utter  improbability,  not 
to  say  impossibility,  ot  its  ever  having,  even 
for  a  single  moment,  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  42d  regiment. — Major  Stirling,  who 
took  the  standard  which  Sinclair  lost,  states, 
and  certifies  under  his  own  hand,  that  Sin- 
clair went  into  tlie  rear  with  that  standard, 
and  both  he  and_  Sinclair  agree  in  stating, 
that  it  was  in  the  rear  that  Sinclair  lost  it. 
But,  the  narrative  of  Lutz,  contirmed  by 
the  word  of  hon.our  of  Lieutenant  Mon'- 
c  ?  I E F  F,  and  by  the  oaths  of  S c  H  m  i  d  and 
WoHLWEND,  prove,  that  th.e  standard 
which  we  riovv  have,  was  taken  fiom  the 
cncm)  in  the  front  and  not  in  the  rear.  As 
to  time,  too,  tiie  facts  make  directly  against 
the  supposition  of  pre-occapancy  by  the 
4.id  regunent.  Sinclair  lost  iiis 'standard 
«/9«- the  attack  of  the  cavalry  began  ;  but 
our  standard  was  taken  hifoie  that  attack 
began,  and  that  too  from  a  corps  of  iniantry, 
which  the  German  Regiment  had  repulsed 
and  was  in  pursuit  of.  The  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, therefore,  of  Lutz,   of  Lieutenant 

MONCRIEFF,  of SCHMID,     and    of    WOHL- 

WEND,  must  be  completely  overset  by 
positive  proof   nothing  like    which    has   yet 

been    attempted  to    be  advanced,    before 

there    can    be     the     slightest    foundation, 

whereon   to  build   the  claim   of  pre-occu- 

pancy. — How  Sir  Robert  Wilson  has  been 

able  to  satisfy  himself,    that   (he  Invincible 

Standard  was,   as  is  stated  in  the  second 

edition  of  his  work,  '■'•first  taken  by  the  _:.2d 
•  regiment,  then  lo>t,  and  aiterwauls  retaken 

by  LuTZ,"  I  am  totally  at  a  loss  to  account 
.  foru])on  any  other   supposition   than    that 

he  must  still  have  laboured  u'^ler  the  same 

sort  of  error,    which  led   to   the   statement 
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M.  Stirling  and   S. 
Sinclair  says, 

That  the  standard 
was  taken  by  the  Major, 

That  the  Serjeant  was 
ordered  h.ickiv/ndi. 

That  the  Major,  gave 
the  standard  to  the  Ser- 
jcatit. 

That  the  Scjeant, 
who  had  the  care  of  the 
standard,  is  notu  nlive. 

That  tlie  Serjeant  lost 
tlie  standard,  and  that 
Lutz  picled  it  up   by  his 


in  iiis   first  cili 


x'.nere  he  s.ivs: — "  In 
"  tliis  battle  tlie  French  Standard  was 
*'  taken.  Serjeant  .Sinclair  of  (he  ^zd  rc- 
^'  giment,  and  a  private  of  the  I'/iinorca, 
*'  whose  name,  unibrtunately,  cannot  now 
*■}  be  acquired,  claimed  equally  the  trophv, 
"  and  it  ap]>ears,  that  each  merited  tlie 
honour.  Serjeant  Sinclair  first  t.:ok  it,  but 
bemg  ordered  y«-TriTr</j- by  an  othcer,  he 
"  gave  it^  to  a  private,  who  was  killeJ. 
f  \Vhe;i  th.e  JMinorca  advanced  the  I-'rench 
^'  had  rtvjv.vfrf' the  colours,  but  the  private 
*f  wrested  them  from  the  man  who  had  pos- 
"^ session,  and  then  bayonetted  liim."— 
Kow,  let  us  see,  how  this  agrees  with  the 
statement  of  the  parties  concerned? 


<'  h 


Captain  Walsh,  in  his  Journal  of  the  late 
Campaign  in  Egypt  gives  what  we  regard 
as  a  statement  perfectly  correct : — "  A  stan- 
"  dard,"  says  he,  page  loi,  "covered  with 
"  the  military  exploits  of  the  corps  to  which 
"  it  belonged  (according  to  General  Reg- 
"  nier,  a  battalion  of  the  2  i-st  demi-brigade), 
"  fell  into  the  han.ds  of  the  Queen's  German 
'•  Regiir.eiif.  It  was /^7i'f;7  by  a  private,  named 
"  Antii'dnv  Lutz,  for  which  he  rt^ceived 
"  a  certificate  from  the  Adjutant-General, 
"  and  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars.  Li  the 
"  early  pa:  t  of  the  action,  a  standard  had 
"  been  wrested  from  the  French  by  the 
"  420  regiment,  which  was,  however,  un- 

"  fortunately,    retaken  from  thein.'' This 

strictly  agrees  with  the  evidence  produced  ; 
for  it  is  childish  to  suppose,  that  the  stand- 
ard, taken  by  the  42d  was  " /w/"  by  any 
oilier  means  than  that  of  re-capture.  The 
Serjeant  and  his  ofiicers  say  that  he  was 
wounded  ;  he  himself  says  lie  was  cut  down 
by  a  body  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  can  any  one 
suppose,  that  that  sam.e  body,  who  cut  him 
down,  would  fail  to  take  up  the  standard 
that  he  had  in  his  hand?  Besides,  if  they 
had  not  so  taken  it,  it  would  have  remained 
on  the  field,  on  the  ground  of  the  42d  re- 
giment, and  then  comes  the  cpiestion,  which 
never  can  be  satisfactorily  answered,  ivhere 
is  it  nozo  ? 

Having  now  refuted  every  objection  that 
has,  at  any  time,  been  urged  against  my 
former  statements  on  this  subject ;  having 
fixed, upon  immutable  foundations,  the  claim 
of  Lutz  to  the  takir^g  of  the  Invincible 
Standard,  I  have  only  to  add  a  few  ob- 
servations respecting  the  merit  of  that 
achievement,  and  the  ;-::i'rt;v/.  VNhich  it  ought 
to  have  met  with. 

Since  it  has  been  discovered,  or  rather, 
since  the  public  has  been  informed-,  that  the 
standard  was  taken  by  a  French,  and  not  by 
a  ScotcJi  man,  considerable  pains  have  beeii 
taken  to  represent,  in  an  underhand  way, 
the  7na;mcr  of  tl:e  capture  as  exhibiting  no 
\'ery  striking  marks  of  personal  courage, 
and  even  to  decry  the  value  of  the  prize  it-; 
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self.     Tiie  Scofch  editor,  HTiot,  who    wa^ 
put  In   possession  of  the  True    Briton  by 
Mr.  George    Rose,  formerly    Secretary   of 
the  Treasury,  now  speaks  of  the  Stantlard, 
as  of  "  vvhat  fias  heen  calkd  thie  In  vtnc  i  b  lk 
Standard \^''  and,    the   Edinburgh  and  Gla-;-' 
gow   commcntalors,  anticipating  the   final 
award  of  the  public,  have,   even  while  en- 
deavouring io  support  the  claim  of  the  42d 
regiment,  f/?«/iV/77);  acknowledged,  that  "  the 
thing   claimed  was  of  no  very  great  import- 
ance!!!"— The  manner  and   circumstances 
of  the  capture  exhibit,  perhaps,   as  striking 
proofs  of  good  soldiership  and  of  personal 
courage  as  ever  were  exhibited   on  any  oc- 
casion.    It  has  been   stated,   by   one   base 
traducer,  in  an  Edinburgh  paper,  that  "  it" 
[the  capture  of  the  standard]  "  was  no  vo- 
*'  luntmy  act  on  the  part  of  Lutz  ;  tiiat  he 
"  was  led^  or,  if  you  please,  furced^  on  bv  his 
"  regiment  :  and   the  colour  happened   to 
" /^// into  his  hands."     So  that,  Lutz  was 
forced  on  by  his  regiujcnt,  the  regiment  was 
freed  on  by  the  brigade,   the  bngdade  u'as 
forced  on   by  the  army,    and  the  army   was 
forced  on  by  the  Commander  in  Chief;  and 
thus  the  Invincible  Standard  comes  back  to 
Scotland  again  !    But,  unf(5rtunately,  this  in- 
genious mode  of  reasoning  does  notapj)!y 
to  the  present  case  ;  for,  Lutz  did  not  t-ake 
the  standard  while  he  was  in  the  ranks.     It 
has  been  proved  upon  oath,  that   he   had 
pushed  •voluntarily  on,  far  beyond  the  ranks 
of  his  regiment,  in  pursuit   of  the  enemy; 
that  he  advanced  farther  than   the  boUlest 
of  his  comrades;   that  he  alone  apjMoached 
close  to  the  rear  of  the  fleeing  French,  and 
that  he,  in  consequence  thereof,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  own  personal  valour,  obtain- 
ed possession  of  the   Standard.     When  lie 
had  got  it,  too,  he  did  not  lose  it.  Though,  in 
his  way  back  to  his  corps,  he  was  attacked 
by  two  horsemen,  he  did  not,   in  order    to 
save  himself,  surrender  his  trophy,    but,  on 
the   contrary,    resisted    and  overcame   the 
assailants,  one  oF  whom  he  led  prisoner  to 
the  regiment.     In  short,    the  great  and  im- 
minent dangers,  with    which  he   was   sur- 
rounded, the  courage  and  the  'presence  of 
mind  which  he  discovered,  and  the   dexte- 
rity with  which  he  executed  every  part  of 
his  enterprize,    places   his   name    amongst 
those  of  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  * 

As  to  the  value  of  the  standard,  looking 
merely  at  the  staff  and  the  tattered  silk,  of 
vv-hich  it  is  composed,  I  must,  indeed,  ac- 
knowledge, with  the  candid  Scotch  editors, 
that  "  the  thing  claimed  is  of  no  very  great 
"  importance"    I  dare  say  it  would  not,  ex- 

*  See  the  interesting  particulars,  in  Regibter, 
Vol.  II.  p,  "iQi  a  seq.  or  in  the  number  sold  sepa- 
rate ly. 
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clusively  of  the  silver  tassels,  sell  at  rag  fair 
for  above  six  pence,  or  seven  pence  at  most  j 
and,  as  it  cost  ns  twenty  dollars,  we  mnde, 
in  this  respect,  rather  a  bad  b.ugain.  But, 
taking  it  in  a  military  and  national  point  of 
view,  the  Highland  Society,  the  Parliament, 
and  his  Tslajesty  himself,  have  furnished  ns 
Vvdth  a  tolerable  criterion  whereby  to  judge 
of  its  value  and  its  importance.  By  the  for- 
mer, a  medal  was  to  be  struck  to  co.amen^o- 
rate  the  valour  shown  by  the  42d  regiment, 
in  the  battle  of  Alexandria,  which  med.il 
was  to  belir  on  it. the  Invincible  Standard  as 
a  trophy  won  by  that  valouj;.  The  same  so- 
ciety, agreeably  to  the  propositions  of  se- 
veral nobleinen  and  gentlemen  of  great  dis- 
tinction, resolved  to  cause  to  be  made  a 
costly  cup,  to  be  presented  to  the  mess  of 
the  42d  regiment  ;  and  this  cup,  which  was 
to  amount  to  a  hundred  guineas,  at  least, 
was  to  have,  amongst  its  "  appropriate  de- 
vices" the  representation  of  a  Highlander  in 
the  act  of  taking  the  standard,  that  very 
standard,  which  the  partizans  of  the  42d 
regiment  now  tell  us,  is  "  a  thing  of  no  "verv 
"  great  importance T' — But,  there  is  still  a 
higher  authority  whereunto  to  appeal  :  that 
of  the  Parliament,  and  of  his  Majest}'-  him- 
self On  the  ISthof  May,  ISOl,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  brought  forward  a 
motion  for  erecting,  at  the  public  expense, 
a  monument,  in  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Paul, 
to  the  memory  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie, 
who  was  commander  in  chief  at  the  battle 
of  Alexandria,  and  who  lost  his  life,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  wound  he  received  in  that 
oattle.  On  the  20ih  of  May,  his  Majesty 
sent  a  message  to  Parliament,  signifying  his 
intention  to  bestow  on  Lady  Abercrombie 
the  dignity  of  a  Barony  of  Great  Britain, 
with  remainder  to  the  heirs  male  of  Sir 
Ralph,  together  with  an  annual  pension  of 
20001.  to  descend  to  the  two  next  succeed- 
ing ht-irs,  this  pension  to  be  accounted  to 
coinmence  from  the  day  on  which  the  battle 
of  Alexandria  was  fought.  In  what  degree 
the  standard  was  connected  with  all  this, 
what  value  his  Majesty  and  the  Parliament 
attached  to  that  trophy,  which  the  Scotch 
editors  7W-ZC  tell  us,  *'  is  a  thing  of  no  very  great 
"■  importance f  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  Mr.  Addington's  speech  : — » 
"  I  am  inclined  to  rate  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
"  crombie  among  the  first  military  charac- 
"  ters  that  ever  adorned  the  country.  His 
"  end  bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  that 
"■  of  General  Wolfe.  I  will  only  add,  that 
"  his  Majesty,  with  that  gracious  disposi- 
"  tion  which  he  has  ever  manifested  to  do 
"  honour  to  those  who  liave  served  hini 
"  faithfully,  and  by  their  exertions,  hsr/e 
"  benefitted  the  rountiy,  has  directed  that 
Q  i 
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''  THE  STANDARD,  which  Xv^s fallen  Into 
*'  our  power,  [not  that  wbich  was  lost] 
"  should  adorn  the  ino?iume'tit  to  be  erected  io 
"  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  to  preserve  the  me- 
"  mory  of  his  services.  It  is  a  striking  cir- 
«  cumstance.that  THIS  STAN J3ARD  ■it'i// 
*'  remain  to  the  latest  posterity,  at  least  as  long 
"  as  a  fragment  of  it  can  be  preserved,  as  a 
"  testimony  of  the  bravery  of  a  man,  lubo  never 
"  dnw  bis  ivuord  to  subvert  and  destroy,  but  to 

*'  save  as  well  as  to  conquer.  — The 

*'  conquerors  of  Italy  fled  before  our  army, 
"  and  THEIR  STANDARD  lemained  ^/'^^ 
^'  prize  of  the  victors:  Englishmen  luill 
"  weep  when  they  shall  behold  it ;  it  is  a  prize 
<'  that  has  cost  us  dear.  TO  OBTAIN  IT, 
•*  nve  have  lost  our  brave  general." — And  was 
this  standard,  then,  "  a  thing  of  no  very  great 
"  innportance  ?"  Or  has  it  lost  that  impor- 
tance since  the  iSlh  of  PJay,  ISOl  j  since 
it  has  been  discovered  not  to  have  been 
taken  by  the  .i2d  regiment  ?  And  will  it  not 
now  be  placed  upon  the  tomb?  Is  it  pos- 
sible, tliat  the  Scotch  or  English  nation  will 
relinquish  this  honour;  is  it  possible  that 
they  will  burn  the  standard,  rather  than  do 
justice  to  LuTZ?  Will  they  be  inveigled 
into  this  act  of  folly  and  of  baseness,  merely 
to  gratify  lbs  spleen,  arising  from  disap- 
pointed assurance  and  intrigue? — That  the 
standard  should  "  adorn  the  monument  of 
"  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  to  preserve  the  me- 

"  mory  of  his  services,"  is  most  just ;   but,  does 

l)ot  justice  call  also  fur  something  to  preserve 

the  memory  of  the  deed,  by  which  that  stan- 
dard was  ouiained?  That  the  standard  may 

"  remain,   to   the  latest  posteriiy,  as  a  tes- 

"  timony  of  the  bravery  of  Sir  Ralph,"  must 

be   the  v/ioh    of  every  gi  ateful   heart;   but, 

does    not    national    grutitude  aKo   demand 

something,   as  a  testimony  of  the  bravery  of 

hulz,  that  bravery,   to  which,  and  to  which 

^lone,  we  are  immediately  indebted  for  this 

trophy  of  immorial   honour  ?  And  will  not 

the    servants    of   that    Sovereign,    "   whose 

"  gracious   disposition    has  ever  been  a'sani- 

*•   fested  to  do  honour  to  those  luho  have  scival 

"  him  faithfully,  and,  by  their  exertions,  have 

**  benefited  the  country  ;"  will  not  the  servants 

of  that  gracicus  Sovereign  counsel  himtob<> 

gtov/  some  small  mark  of  his  royal  favour  on 
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a  trophy,  of  which  she  is  .justly  proud,  and 
which  has  been  an  object  of  gracious  dis- 
pensation in  the  hands  of  her  Sovereign  !  If 
this  be  so,  all  honourable  Englishmen  will, 
indeed,  "  tueet^,''  when  they  behold  the 
fragments  of  the  Invincible  Standard,  not 
with  exultation,  but  with  shame  ;  shame 
and  remorse,  to  refliict,  that  while  this  trophy 
adorns  the  tomb  of  our  hero  and  the  temple 
of  our  God,  the  gallant  Lutz  is  left  to 
waste  in  obscurity  and  penury,  and  to  end, 
perhaps,  in  wretchedness  and  want,  that  life, 
at  the  hazard  of  which,  this  proud  and  im- 
mortal trophy  was  obtained. 

What  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  from 
the  sale  of  the  portrait  of  this  gallant  and 
loyal  Frenchman,  shall  hereafter  be  faith- 
fully accounted  for ;  but,  if  ihose  whose  duly 
it  is  to  bestow  on  him  suitable  honour  and 
reward,  neglect  that  duty,  he  shall  not, 
by  my  instrumemality,  have  recourse  to 
public  subscription.  The  French,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Alexandria,  previous  to  their  attack 
on  the  Foreign  Brigade,  cried  out  :  "  dowa 
"  with  your  arms,  <'-'ennans,  v/e  are  not 
"  your  enemies  ;  we'll  give  you  plenty  of 
"  bread  1"  Of  which  it  v/as  well  known 
our  arn'-y  had  long  been  greatly  in  want, 
"  No,  no,"  replied  the  German  Regiment, 
"  we  tight  for  the  Kuig  of  England;  you 
*'  may  keep  your  bread  !" — And,  Lutz 
shall  not,  through  me  at  least,  in  F^ngland, 
have  recourse  to  mendicant  means,  to  obtain 
that  bread,  which,  in  her  service,  and  in  the 
held  of  battle,  he  refused  at  the  hands  of 
the  enemies  of  England. 

As  to  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  afTair, 
I  am  certain  it  will  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion of  all  iust  and  honourable  men,  of 
whatever  nation  they  may  be  ;  and,  to  those, 
who  ara  of  a  contrary  description,  1  scort:i 
to  olVer  any  thing  that  might  be  construed 
into  an  apology.  Wm.  Cobbett. 

Duke  Street,  TFestminsier, 
March  31,  1803. 


the  brave,  the  faithful,  and  the  zealous  cap- 
tor of  that  symbol  oi  victory,  at  the  sight  of 
v/hich  "  Engliihinm  luill  zueep"  Vv'ith  exulta- 
tion; the  symbol  of  that  victory,  too,  on 
'';yl:;ich  we  justly  ground  our  claims  to  mili- 
tary valour  superior  to  that  of  our  rival  in 
arms?  "  it  is  a  pri^e  that  hitS  cose  us  dear." 
Yes,  it  has  cost  us  i<iventy  dollars !  Twenty 
■whole  dollar-)  !  hour  pounds  ten  siiilirngs 
British  sterling!  Ai.cl,  siiall  it  bi  said  of 
^^ritain^  thai  this  wts  the  price  she  paid  for 


THE    TKEATY   OF   AMIENS    NOT   BINDING   ON 
THR   COUNTRY. 

Sir, — I  shall  not  tsouble  your  readers 
with  a  dissertation  on  the  law  of  nations,  on 
the  obligations  of  treaties,  on  the  circum- 
siances  which  render  thtm  nugatory ;  on 
the  lawful  grounds  of  war,  on  the  balance 
of  power,  &c. — These  are  points  which  have 
long  since  been  settled,  and  large  volumes 
have  been  v/iitten  on  these  subjects,  sepa- 
rately and  collectively. —  J  shall  only  state  a 
fcv/  facts  to  elucidate  the  question  as  it  now 
exists  between  the  conttacting  paities  re- 
specting the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

As  it  appears  that  Malta  is  the  principal 
point  in  di,->puie  at  this  monient;  iti  impor- 
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tance  ought  to  be  clearly  ascertained. — By 
the  length  of  the  article  in  the  treaty  which 
regards  this  island,   it  would   seem  that  the 
evacuation    of  it   by  Great  Britain  was   the 
principal  object  which  France  had  in  view; 
and  the  securing  its  neutrality  and  indepen- 
dence  the    only  concession    required  of  the 
First  Consul  — We  are  willing  to  allow  that 
Malta  is  of  very  great  importance,  and  that 
ministers  should  not  have  consented,  in  No- 
vember last,  to  evacuate  it.    But  how  comes 
it  to  pass,  that  only  four  months  ago  minis- 
ters were   ignorant  of  its  itnportance?  Did 
they  then    not  know  that  the    possession  of 
it  would  secure  to   us  the  command  of  the 
Mediterranean,  as  the  evacuation  of  it  would 
give  to  France  the  sovereignty  of  that  sea, 
and  exclude  us  from   it   for  ever?   Did  they 
jiot  know  that  its  occupation  would  give  to 
this   country  the   means  of  protecting  in  a 
great    measure   Italy,  Turkey,    and  Egypt, 
■which  otherwise    must  lie   prostrate  at  the 
mercy    of    France. — Buonaparte     seemed 
anxious  to  place  it   in  feeble  hands. — Our 
negotiators  were  satisfied  by  being  promised 
a  guarantee,  as  if  that  could  save  it  from  the 
claws   of  France.     Taking   it   however  for 
granted  that  Buonaparte  had  no  intention  of 
wresting  from   the  hands  of  the  knights,  he 
still  had  obtained  his  object  by  excluding  us 
from    the  only  port   in   the  Mediterranean, 
which  could  be  a  check  on  his  ambition, 
and  stop  tlie  progress  of  his  aggrandizement 
in  those   parts, — Tlie   necessity  that  France 
should  occupy  Malta,  in  order  to  effect  all 
its  government  has  in  view,  does  not  appear. 
She  has  Elba — She  can  command  the  ports 
of    Sicily, — and    probably    will,    when    we 
have  quitted  Malta,  rnake  a  conquest  of  the 
whole  island,   in  spite  of  the  knights  of  the 
order,  and  in  spite  of  our  ministry. — By  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  certain  possessions,  or  ac- 
quisitions made  during  the  war,  were  dis- 
posed of. —  France  and  Great-Britain  were 
placed,  thereby,   in  a  positive  relative  situa- 
tion, in  regard  to  their  respective  power  or 
force,  or,  in  ot'ier  words,  a  balance  of  power 
(whether  just   or   unjust   matters  not)  was 
understood  to  have  been  established.— Had 
neither  of  the  countries  changed  their  rela- 
tive sitv^ation  in  other  respects,   the   honour 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  that  of  France 
was  concerned  in  the  fulfilling  of  the  treaty 
ot  Amiens  in  every  point,  and  a  breach  of 
the    treaty  would  have   been    a    breach    of 
national   faith   on  either  part. — It  has  been 
a   maxim   in  all  ages,    and   particularly  in 
latter  times,  where  the   preservation    ol-   the 
balance  of  power  has  been  the  great  subject 
of  wars  and  treaties,  that  no  state  can  make 
acquisitions  of  any  kind,  or  by  any  means, 
|o  as  to  derange  i'.s  cntecedent  rtiauve  ^i- 
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tuation  to  other  countrie.^;  and  every  ac- 
quisition, made  without  the  consent  of  its 
neighbours,  gives  to  them  a  right  of  inter- 
ference, and,  if  things  be  not  restored  to 
their  former  situation,  affords  them  just 
grounds  for  war,  and  consequently  annihi- 
lates all  treaties. — A  greater  insult  cannot 
be  offered  to  the  British  nation  than  the 
pretension  of  Buonaparte,  that  this  country 
should  consider  the  treaty  of  Amiens  as  still 
existing  ;  nor  can  a  greater  proof  of  the  im- 
becility of  ministers  be  produced  than  that 
of  admitting  his  pretension. — In  October 
last,  the  acquisitions  of  France  since  the 
peace,  were  become  so  alarming  to  the  safe- 
ty of  other  countries,  in  whose  preservation 
we  have  the  strongest  interest,  and  to  the 
safety  and  independence  of  our  own  coun- 
try, that  ministers  were  seriously  alarmed. 
— They  determined  not  to  evacuate  the 
possessions  that  were  then  in  our  hands,  and 
in  this  resolution,  it  is  confidently  reported, 
they  had  tbffinn  support  of  Mr.  Pitt — which 
they  lost  on  alterbig  their  condnct. — Instead  of 
courageously  declaring  to  Buonaparte  that 
the  principle  was  violated,  and  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  itself  ceased  to  exist;  that  con- 
sequently, either  the  war  would  be  renewed, 
or  that  another  treaty  must  be  formed, 
which  would  replace  the  two  countries  in  a 
state  of  the  same  proportion  of  relative 
strength  as  was  established  by  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  (when  France  had  not  made  the 
acquisitions  complained  of.) — Instead  of 
following  this  inanly  conduct,  wlrich  the  na- 
tion called  for,  they  pusillanimously  nego- 
tiated, allowing  the  treaty  to  be  binding  to 
this  country,  and  agreed  to  cede  every  thing 
as  his  Consular  Majesty  should  be  pleased  to 
dictate. — Here  occurs  a  question,  which 
shall  be  the  subject  of  future  discussion  ; 
boiv  far  this  exercise  of  the  executive  poiuer  is 
constitutional. — In  consequence  of  which 
Buonaparte,  while  he  was  actually  subjuga- 
ting a  part  of  the  world,  and  laying  plans 
for  subjugating  the  remainder,  imperiously 
demanded  the  immediate  fulfilling  of  th(i 
conditions  of  the  treaty  ;  denied  that  we  had 
any  right  to  interfere  in  other  matters,  and 
was  highly  offended  that  we  had  presumed 
though  in  the  most  humble  manner,  to  ask 
his  Consular  Majesty,  why  he  was  pleased 
to  do  all  this.^ — Instead  of  having  obtained 
any  concession  from  Buonaparte,  by  the 
stand  ministers  made  in  October,  they  evi- 
dently ceded  more  to  him.  In  the  treaty 
it  was  established  that  the  grand  master 
should  be  elected  at  Malta  in  a  general 
chapter  of  the  order,  according  to  its  an- 
cient statutes  ;  but  in  November  they  con- 
sented thTt  the  Pope  should  name  the  grand- 
master, which  is  actually  leaving  the  choice 
I 
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to  Buonaparte,,  for  the  Pope  is  so  totally  de- 
pf.ndent  that  he  must  appoint  whom  the 
Consul  prefers. 

In  this  present  monlh  of  Marcli  (a  year 
since  the  d-ifiiutk'c! — treaty  of  ^^^i/^e.'  was 
signed,)  ministry  have  discovered,  some- 
thing they  did  not  see  hefore,  nobody  knows 
what — and  they  won't  tell. — It  is  said,  by 
sooie  of  their  friends,  that  they  surmise, 
that  the  occupying  of  Louisiana  will  be  at- 
tended with  direful  consequences:  —  that  all 
^outh  America  will  fall  into  tlie  hands  of 
France; — that  her  power  in  tl;e  West-In- 
dies may  be  dangerous  to  Jamaica,  and  our 
ether  islands; — that  France  will  have  a 
great  navy  ; — ihat  she  w^il!  exclude  us  from 
commercial  intercourse  with  all  the  world. 
— That  she  will  cause  to  be  ceded  to  her 
ail  the  colonies  of  her  allies,  by  a  conudar 
med'mt'wn. — That  she  will  acquire  possession 
of  ail  Italy; — that  by  a  similar  consular  7ne- 
diatitin,  Naples  and  Sicily,  will  be  put  under 
her  protectio.i,  and  the  Republic  of  the  Se- 
ven Islands  be  freed  from  all  civil  discord, 
and,  to  preserve  their  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence, will  be  garrisoned  by  French  troops  ; 
—  that  Candia  and  some  of  the  Greek  islands 
are  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  French  go- 
vernment, and  become  a  part  of  the  great 
republic  one  and  indivisible  ; — that  the  J-ieys 
of  Fgypt  will  be  pardoned  for  their  disaf- 
fection to  the  prophet  of  God,  tlie  true  be- 
liever, the  taithfu!  jMussulman,  and  zealous 
son  and  protector  of  the  holy  Catholic  reli- 
gion.—That  Sebastiani's  report  indicates  this 
and  more  too — That  his  imperial  Consular 
Majesty,  h:?s  in  view. to  concert  measures 
with  his  biolher  his  Imperial  Czarian  Ma- 
jesty to  drive  the  Ottomans  out  of  Europe, 
find  to  divide  their  country;  though  they 
h-ive  had  some  difference  on  the  (|uestion  of 
who  shall  have  the  ]>,Jorea. — That  LJalta  is 
of  importance  to  tiiis  country,  and  that  no 
-j^uarantee,  nor  all  the /'frn'^;  excrtio?:s  oi  the 
.knights  can  save  it  from  France  :  —  that  the 
island  of  Elba  is  a  most  dangerous  post :  — 
that  France  will  have  great  advantages  by 
being  sole  mistress  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  that  her  fleets  united  with  tliose  of  her 
sister  huictjcruLrtt  republics,  and  tributary 
monarchies,  may  become  an  object  of  alarm. 
— That  intrigues  are  carried  on  in  Ireland, 
and  the  disaffected  are  encouraged  by  Nap- 
per  Tandy  and  others,  and  that  he  is  also 
sutiered  to  be  encouraged. — That  arma- 
Uicnts  are  preparing  to  invade  either  that 
country,  or  Great  Britain  itself,  or  both  ; 
and  a  long  chapter  of  et  dttcras  be- 
sides. 

In  cou.^equencs  of  n:)inisters  liaving  at 
last  taken  alarm,  or  rather  been  panic- 
struck,  the  country  is  now  arming  at  a  great 
exp;u-,r.  i:ud  every  one  is  ready  to  dia'.v  his 
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sv.'ord,  or  untie  the  strings  of  his  purse.-— 
After  all  this,  is  the  country  to-morrow  to 
be  told  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens  is  binding 
to  Great  Britain,  but  that  by  the  firmness, 
wisdom,  and  magnanimity  of  ministry,  who 
liave  dared,  [liy  aside  glance,)  to  look  Buona- 
parte in  the  face,  the  relations  of  amity  are 
re-established  (at  least  for  tivo  months,)  and 
that  tliey  have  obtained  all  tlie  satisfaction 
for  the  country  which  they  desired  ;  and 
that,  lest  w,e  sliould  again  offend  the  Con- 
sul, we  must  not  ask  a  single  question  about 
what  has  passed  ?  No.  I'his  country  has 
botli  the  means  and  the  courage  to  repel 
every  attack. — It  \x\\\  not  be  insulted  by  any 
foreign  power  on  earth  ;  or  suffer  its  honour 
and  dignity  to  be  traduced  by  any  set  of 
men,  who  may  prefer  the  possession  of  their 
offices  to  the  welfare  of  their  country. 

In  this  lamentable  state  of  things,  will 
not  those  r.bsentmen  of  transcendent  talents, 
who  possess  the  confidence  of  the  nation, 
and  to  whom  the  monied  as  well  as  the 
landed  interest  look  up,  incur  as  much  blame 
as  those  who  hold  their  places,  if  they  do 
not  stand  forward  and  manfully  avow  their 
sentiments  in  (he  present  momentous  crisis? 
Whatever  excuse  they  may  make  for  their 
conduct,  they  cannot  deny,  that  they  luers 
absent  from  tbelr  post  in  ike  hour  of  danger ; 
that  they  abandoned  their  country  ivhen  they 
might,  perhaps,  have  saved  it. — If  they  will 
not  come  forward,  is  there  no  other  set  of 
men  to  be  found  ?  Ts  there  no  integrity  re- 
maining— no  talent  in  this  frivolous  time  of 
dissip.'ilion  ?  Is  the  genius  of  Britain  sleep- 
ing .'  Or  is  lier  genius  departed  }  J.  E. 


SUMMARY  OF  FOLITICS. 
ITxiTED  States  of  America. — The 
most  interesting  object,  in  the  alfairs  of  the 
L^nited  States,  is  the  discussion  with  regard 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  or 
I'ather,  at  present,  the  right  of  deposit  at  Neiv 
Orleans,  of  which  the  Spanish  Intendant 
appears  resolved  to  deprive  the  Americans. 
Besides  regular  tiles  of  diflierent  news  papers, 
we  have  lately  received  two  pamphlets  from 
America,  on  t.Vis  important  topic,  wdiich 
seems  to  have  absorbed  the  v.hole  attention 
of  tlie  people  of  that  country.  One  of  the 
pamphlets  contains  the  translation  of  a 
Memoir,  said  to  have  been  presented,  a  little 
while  previous  to  the  peace  of  Amiens,  to 
the  chief  Consul  of  France;  wliich  Memoir 
exposes  most  amply  the  ambitious,  not  to 
sa)  hostile,  views  of  the  French,  with  regard 
to  the  North  American  continent,  and  which 
has,  of  course,  added  not  a  little  to  the 
apprehensions  already  excited  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States. — The 
Intendant  of  New  Orleans  had,  in  the  mean 
tinae^  rigorously  adhered  to  the  ttrii.s  of  his 
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proclamation  *.  Great  quantities  of  Ame- 
rican produce,  brought  down  the  jNTississippi 
in  slight  bulk  boats,  had  arrived  at  New 
Orleans,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
had  been  lost  in  the  river,  in  consequence 
of  their  being  no  place  to  deposit  it.  One 
boat,  loaded  with  cotton,  had,  by  accident, 
been  sunk  in  the  river.  The  cotton  was 
taken  up,  and  landed  on  one  of  the  wharfs, 
until  it  could  be  put  on  board  an  American 
ship;  but,  the  Intendant  on  hearing  thereof, 
ordered  ii  to  be  instantly  removed,  on  pain  of 
its  being  (hrown  into  the  dock.  Bnt,  the  tenor 
of  the  Royal  Order  of  Spain  for  the  surren- 
der of  Louisiana  to  France,  has  created, 
amongst  the  Americans,  more  resentment 
than  all  their  other  injuries  and  insults  put 
together.  This  order  states,  in  substance, 
that  his  Catholic  Majesty  has  agreed  to  cede 
the  province,  as  it  -zuas  held  by  tbs  French 
luhen  ceded  to  his  Majesty  ;  that  is,  unencum- 
bered with  the  stipulations  of  the  American 
treaty. — In  consequence  of  all  these  signs  of 
approaching  danger,  several  of  the  Atlantic 
state  legislatures  have  come  to  resolutions 
expressive  of  their  determination  to  support 
the  general  government  of  the  union  in 
resisting  all  acts  of  aggression  and  injustice, 
which  have  taken  place,  or  may  tal:e  place, 
relative  to  the  Mississippi  ;  and,  the  people 
on  the  Western  side  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains have  addressed  themselves  to  the  Pre- 
sident and  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  a 
tone,  which  shew,  at  once,  the  magnitude 
of  the  injury  they  suffer,  their  impatience 
at  the  forbearance  of  tb.e  general  government, 
and  the  total  want  of  power,  in  that  govern- 
ment, toretain  theirallegiance,  one  hour  long- 
er than  ihey  are  disposed  to  yield  it. — But  we 
must  hear  themselves  speak: — "  We,  the 
*'  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  Western 
"  Country,  respectfully  represent — That  the 
"  Port  of  \ew  Orleans  is  closed  against  us, 
"  by  a  decree  of  the  Spanish  Intendant. — 
"  That  we  owe  the  United  States  arrears 
"  of  excise,  and  otiier  debts  and  taxes,  and 
"  have  no  means  to  discharge  those  de- 
"  mands,  but  the  produce  of  our  farms. 
*"'  That  shut  out,  as  we  are,  from  a  n)aiket 
"  for  our  produce  in  the  East,  it  must  rot 
"  on  our  hands,  unless  the  government  re- 
"  ceive  it  from  us  at  a  reasonable  price, 
"  or  protect  us  in  the  prosecution  of  a  law- 
"  ful  trade:  that  in  our  humble  opinion, 
"  prompt  and  decisive  measures  are  ne- 
?'  cessaryj  for  the  ma.Kim  is  peculiarly  ap- 
**■  plicable  to  our  situation,  that  "  protection 
"  and  allegiance  are  reciprocal."  We  take 
"  leave  further   to  represent,  that  we  rely 

*  See  this  proclamation  and  the  other  docu- 
mftus  on  the  subject,  Vol.  III.  p.  -40.  See  also 
letters   to  Ld   lla->vkcsbury,   Vol.  II),  p.  Ji6  ind 
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"  with  confidence  on  the  immediate  inter- 
"  position  of  the  United  States  ;   but  while 
"  we  state  our  trust  in   the  government  of 
"  the   Union,  and  give    assurance  of   our 
"  co-operation  in   any  decisive  measure  in 
"  behalf  of  the  just   right  of  any  part   of 
"  our  country,  we  must  declare  that  we 
"  have  a  right  to  demand,  and  we   do  de- 
"  mand,   that  the  government  either  adopt 
"  such  measures  as  will   secure   us  in  the 
"  prosecution  of  3  lawful  commerce,   take 
"  our   produce   trom    us   at    a    reasonable 
"  price,  or  otherwise  relie've  jis  from  contri' 
"  biUions  of  any  kind  ^vhatever.     "We  wish 
"  not  unnecessarily  to  embarrass  the  com- 
"  munication   between    the  United  State*,  . 
"  and    the  Spanish  government,   nor  wan- 
"  tonly  to  break   in  upon   an  amicable  ad- 
"  justment  of  a  ditTerence,  which  has  arisen 
"  from  an   unprovoked   violation  on   their 
"  part,  of  a   solemn  treaty 3  but  we  wish 
"  the  United  States,  explicitly  to  understand, 
"  that  our  situation   is  critical,    that  delay 

"    EVEN      FOR      ONE      SEASON     IVOuUl    pOVC 

"  RUiNQUb  to  our  country ;  and  that  impe- 
"  rious  necessity  may  therefore  compel  us, 
"  unless  relief  is  afforded,  to  resort  to  mea- 
"  sures  wliich  we  may  deem  calculated  (o 
"  insure  protection  to  our  trade,  thougli 
'•'  they  may  result  in  consequences  uvfj.- 
"  vourahle  to  the  harmony  of  the  Union."'-' 
That  is  to  say,  that  unless  the  general  go- 
vernment can  open  for  them  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  and  its  ports,  thev  may  be 
compelled  to  separate  themselves  from  the 
union. — Lord  Hawkesbury  will  say,  that 
this  looks  well  ;  that  "  putting  the  Frencii 
'*  upon  the  hack  of  the  Americans  will  attach 
"  the  latter  more  closely  to  Great  Britain." 
Yes  ;  if  you  are  ready  to  go  to  war  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  the  Americans,  this  is 
true  enough;  but,  then,  what  becomes  of 
that  long,  secure,  and  thriving  peace  ;  that 
"  peace  and  a  large  lo^if,"  that  "  husbanding 
"  of  our  resources,"  wliich  were  the  objects 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  for  which  ob- 
jects such  immense  sacrifices  were  made  * 
This  address  of  the  Vv'estern  people  does  not, 
however,  discover  any  hostility  to  France, 
their  hostility  is  to  whoever  sliuts  tlie  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  against  them,  and  their 
address  clearly  shows,  that  they,  nt  any 
time,  can,  and  will,  transfer  their  allegiance 
to  ivhomsoe'ver  luill  secure  to  theyn  the  free  na- 
vigation and  the  use  of  the  ports  of  that  river. 
If,  then,  France  be  permitted  to  enter  on 
the  territory  ceded  to  her  by  the  Spaniards, 
she  instantly  becomes,  if  she  chooses  it,  t!ie 
sovereign  of  these  people,  and  has  at  her 
command  the  means  of  destroying  our 
West-India  Colonies,  and  the  American 
L^nion  too.  1'his  is  not,  however,  the 
course   she   will    be  likt'iy  to  pursue      S!i.' 
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will,  as  we  have  remarked  over  and  over 
Egain  *,  make  use  of  this  new  acquisition  tor 
the  purpose  of  furthering  her  great,  and,  in- 
deed, her  sole  object,  that  object  to  which 
she  renders  all  others  subservient, — the  de- 
struction of  the  commerce  and  credit  of  Great 
Britain,  and,  finaiiy,  the  subjugation  of 
Great  Britain  herself.— We  reminded  the 
ministers,  before  the  definitive  treaty  was 
concluded,  that  if  they  made  that  treaty, 
tacitly  acknowledging  as  valid,  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  to  France,  that  the  commer- 
cial relationships  of  the  United  States  nui;t 
inevitably  fall  under  thecontroul  of  Buona- 
parte or  his  successor;  and,  the  public,  who, 
as  well  as  the  mini  ters,  then  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  us,  will  now  probably  pay  more  at- 
tention to  tiie  Americans  themselves, 
amongst  whom  this  opinion  is  becom.e  uni- 
versal. We  shall,  ouL  of  hundreds  of  ar- 
ticles which  lie  before  us,  in  the  American 

papers,  take  the  following  from  a  Charles- 
town  print,  called  The  Times,  of  the  15th 

of  February   last. — "  If  we  once  begin  to 

"  mgotiaie  with   Buonaparte,    we    are  un- 

"  done.     He  knovvs  how  to  mingle,    to  the 

"  greatest  degree  of  nicety  and  precision, 

*'  all  the  materials  of  his  universal  nostrum, 

*'  treaty  :  he,  better  than  any  one,   under- 

"  stands  his  man,  and   knows  how  to  ap- 

*•  propriate    to   his    patient's    nerves     the 

"  quantity  of  menace   and  concession,  that 

*'  will  be.st  answer  his  purpose  of  bringing 

*'  down  the  fe\'er   of  national  pride.     To 

*'  use 'the   words  of  une  of  the    greatest 

"  statesmen   living. — '  The  game  icill  not  be 

' '  fairly  played.      Bucnahartc  is  a  player^   -0:120, 

*'  if  the ga/ne  is  seeing  against  him,   ivill  be  apt  to 

*'•  pic%   a  quai-rc',     and  ask    us,    if    we     CAN 

*'   DKAw   ow  siojrdi.'"   f      In    -hort,   some 
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"  concession  will  be  exlnrled,  some  com- 
"  pensation  demanded,  which  it  would  be 
"  ignominious  in  us  to  grant.  What  will 
"  be  the  consequence  of  refusal?  The 
"  Western  Siates  v/i!l  be  seduced  by 
"  France,  and  gradually  melt  into  her  arms. 
"  Once  a  neighbour,  and  in  the  habit  of 
"  laying  claims  and  making  objections,  of 
"  treating  and  of  threatening,    of  frater- 


166, 
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*  See  Register,  Vol.  1.  p.  44,  no, 

4'J7>  443,  <^'^'9,  51-- 

f  This  ■'  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  I'vln^" 
is  not  LorJ  Ha-w.id'bury  ;  no,  nor  Mr:  ^-idJiagim 
cither.  The  words  quoted  bv  t!iis  .A^merican  wri- 
ter, are  taken  from  A,V.  IVinjh.-^ni^ s  speech  of  the 
4th  of  Novemher,  i3'ji. — See  Debates,  Register, 
Vol.  II.  p.  1 161. — The  rtraderwiU  remtrr.bci,  th.it 
Lord  Hawkes^ury,  in  order  to  caieh  a  li'tle  nopa- 
larity  with  the  Americ;in<;,  said,  that  Mr.  Wind- 
ham had  unde, -rated  l\\(  population  and  power  of 
the  United  States.  (See  Vol.  II.  p.  1309.)  This 
has  failed.  The  Americins  despise  hirn  mObt 
heartily  ;  and,  this  c^iuntry  may  rest  assured,  that, 
M'hile  he  is  amongst  the  King's  ministers,  no  con- 
fi-ience  will  be  placed  in  British  faith,  by  the 
people  oi  Anierica. —  1  his  "  nifc  politieisa's" 
idea  of  "  placing  the  French  upoii  the  baek  of  Ame- 
rica, in  order  to  attach  the  latter  more  chstly  lo  Crcn: 
Britain,^''  has  something  in  it,  at  once  so  sillv, 
so  selhsh,  so  mischievous,  and  so  malignant, 
thai,  the  people  who  should  trust  him  afterwards, 
woij^iii  deserve  to  be  beissyed  and  destioved. — -Mr. 
\Vindh3m  very  justly  reprobated  this  grovelling 
ntition,  this  trait  of  low  cunning  :  /j^  said,  ^'  You 
"  are  piicing  a  serpen!  }i;  the  toso'r.  oj ■  A-rerice:, 
'-''  \yhith, 'cic  long,  Will  destroy   her."     'IhcioKStii- 


"  nizing  with  us  or  of  cutting  our  throats, 
"  every  day  will  produce  some  new  trivial 
"  demand,  with  which,  because  it  is  trivial, 
"  and  the  evils  of  war  great,   we  shall  be 
"  disposed    to   comply.      Our  commerce  icill 
"  gradvally  get   under  the   direction  of  the  Chief 
"   Consul:  our   co-mmercinl  relations  ivith  all  the 
"  other  states  of  Europe  ivid  be  made  to  give  ivay 
"  to  the  designs  cf  France,   and  we    and   ours 
"  shall    be    as   much  under  the  controul  of  St. 
"   Cloud,  as  Spain  and  Holland  are  at  this  nio- 
"  ?nent.'^  —  Here,   then,  is   the  comment  011 
the  speeches  of  our  ministers;  here  is  the 
test  of  the  knowledge  and  foresight  of  the 
sapient  Mr.  Addington,   who  thought  it  as 
easy  to  attack  the  United  States  from  St.  Domingo 
as  from    Louisiana;*    of    the     gallant     and 
watchful  General   Maitland,   who  thought 
that   Louisiana   would  give  the  French  ?» 
injiuence  over  the  Urdted  States ;  j  of  the  solid  and 
steady,    and    safe   Lord    Hawkesbury,   who 
thought  that  placing  the   French  upon   the 
back  of  the    Americans  would  attach  tfie  lat- 
ter   more    closely   to   Great     Britain  ;    %   of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,   who  said  that  the  im- 
portance  of  Louisiana  had    been   discovered 
only  af'ezu  niglits before,  and  that,  a^;  to  any  dan.- 
ger  to  this  country,  from  the  cc-sion  of  that 
province  to  France,  sucli  danger  might  hap- 
pen, in  the  course  of  a^es,  but    it    could  vA  be 
soon!  j|— -A.nd  these,  these  are  the  men,  that 
make  our  treaties !   These  are  the  men  who 
have  at  their  mercy  the    interest^,  the  ho~ 
nour,  the  safetv,  and  the  very  existence  ot 
the  nation  I 

Views  of  Fr.ance. — Of  the  millions  of 
rumours,  which  reach  us  ir^an  France,  none, 
except  those  which  speak  of  preparations 
and  a  disposition  ior  destroying  this  coun- 
try are  to  be  rehed  on.  This  day  fortnight, 
the  last  division  of  troops  sailed  from  Dun- 
kirk for  St.  Domingo  (or  ior  some  other 
quarter) ;  that  was  the  professed  destina- 
tion of  it,   and   it  consisted   of  about  3,000 

timents  have  not  betin  overlooked,  nor  will  tlie)' 
soon  be  forgotten  by  the  AmericariS,  who,  if  Britain 
were  under  the  guidance  of  high  and  honourable 
councils  like  those  of  Mr.  Windham,  might  easily 
be  an;m;ited  to  such  a  resistance  of  the  Gallic 
power,  as  would  not  only  provide  lasting  security 
tor  themselvc:,  but  vvnuld,  at  the  same  time,  give 
a  decided  turn  to  the  affairs  of, the  vyorKl, 

*  See  Deb.nes.Voi.  li.  p.  liii.  f  Ibid.  p.  13/7. 

:  Ibid.p.  I3by.  .■'■.. 

[j  See  Debates,  Vol.  U.  p.  1344. 
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men,  the  Temalnder  of  the  8oth  demi-bri- 
gade.     Our  ministers  must,  however,  know, 
by  this  time,  that  these  "colonial  service^" 
and  enterprizes,  which,  even  b_y  the  King's 
message,    they'  teach    us    (o   regard   as    fl'e 
7t!eani  of  our  security^  do  not  retard  those  pre- 
parations,  which  are   intended   for  the   in- 
vasion oi  tills  kingdom,    and    which   may, 
perhaps,    be   regarded,    by   Buonaparte  at 
least,  as  being  also  destined  iox  colonial  ser- 
vice.    In  the  isuson  of  Dunkirk,  and  in  the 
Canal,  leading  from  that   place    to   Grave- 
lines,  there   are   upwards 'of  150  flat-bot- 
tomed boats,  measuring  60  feet  keel,  carry- 
ing each  a  24-pounder  in   her   bow,    and 
having  stocks    all  round  vvheron   to  fix  swi- 
vels.    Of  these  boats,  which  carry  from  100 
to  120  men  each,   a  great  number  are  kept 
in  the  canals  all  the  way  between  Dunkirk 
and  Ostend ;   so  that,  in  two  or  three  tides, 
boats  sufficient  to  receive   from    30,000  to 
40,000  men,  can  be  assembled,    at  cither 
Ostend,  Dunkirk,  Gravelines, or  Calais.  The 
same  sort  of  boats   are   prepared,  in  great 
abundance,  atBoulogneandhlavre  deGrace, 
In  the  Interior,  the  military  conscription  is 
goingonin  allitsrigour.  Theconscripts,tied 
two  and  two,  and  esco'rtcd  by  dragoons,  are 
marching  to  the  army,  from  every  village  in 
France.     The  state,  temper,    and    conduct 
of  these  people  always   put   us   in   mind   of 
Don    Quixote's    galley-slaves.       Woe    be 
unto  hini  who  attempts  to  set  them  free!  — 
Not  that  we  are  alarmed  at  these  prepara- 
tions; we  state  the  facts  merely  as  proofs 
of   the  dis/iositio?!,   not  of  the  po^Mcr,    which 
France  has  to  invade  and  plunder  this  coun- 
try. We  speak,  however,  conditionally  here  ; 
because   it  depends,  not  on  France,    but 
ON    US,  whether  we    are    to  be    subdued, 

or  not. Brionapartd  and  his  comrades  are 

resolved  on  war  with  England.  Such  a  war 
is,  for  the  reasons  stated  by  our  correspond- 
ent Swenska,  *  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
duration  of  their  authority,  and,  perhajjs,  of 
their  very  lives.  That  they  do  not  imsh 
for  war,  just  at  this  moment,  we  believe; 
yet,  they  will  not  make  any  sacrifices  or  con- 
cessions to  z/,f,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  it.  To 
Russia  they  will  yield  so  far  as  may  be  found 
necessary  to  insure  her  ?unitraliiy,  wliich, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Hawkesburiaa  conven- 
tion, will  serve  them  rr>ore  effectually,  per- 
haps, than  a  co  operation,  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  in  the  war.  If  our  poor  drivelling 
ministers  h;ive  been  supported,  in  their  pre- 
sent tit  of  vigour,  by  any  misunderstanding 
between  Russia  and  our  enemies,  they  will 
soon  find  that  prop  withdrawn  trom  beneath 
them;  for,  the  politicians  of  St.  Petersbuigh, 
will  have  the  address  to  make  our  armament 
the  means  of  obtaining  their  ends  with  the 
ConbuJ,  who,  in  his  tarn,  will  endeavour  to- 


squeeze  a  compensation,  of  some  sort   or 
other,    from  us. — The  system  of  the  French, 
for  the  destruction  of  this  country,  is  purely 
a  syslem  of  terror,  by  which  they  hope,  and 
not  without  some   foundation,   to  break  up 
our  national   credit  ■••^.      For    this    purpose, 
they  will  make  us  arm  twice  or  three  times 
a  year;  and,  they  do,  indeed,  at  this  morsient, 
absolutely  "  hold  onr  funds  in  their  hands," 
a    phrase  which,  in  describing   their    fatal 
influence,  we  made   use  of  several  months 
ago.  V/hen  was  it  ever  heard  of  till  nraw,  that 
the   holders  of  stock   looked    to   the  French 
Houses  for  a  signal  for  selling  or  purchasing  ? 
— It  is  truly  pitiable,  it  is  disgusting,  to  hear 
people  expressing  a   hope,  "  that  ministers 
"  will  not  disarm,   till  they  have   seiiJedzW 
"  the  points  in  dispute,  and  have  given  us  a 
"  real,  and  not  an  imaginary  peace."  It  is  not 
in  their  power  so  to  settle  matters  with  Buo- 
naparte and  his  comrades,  whose  trade  is  war, 
and  whose  system  it  is  to  keep  us  in  a  constant 
state  of  uncertainty  and   alarm, — a  systerai 
never   to   be   frustrated  except   by  a    war, 
a  serious  and  resolute  war,  terminating  in  a 
reduction  of  the  territory  and  the  power,  if 
not  in  a  total  change  in  the  affairs  of  France. 
This  remedy  may,  to  some  persons,  appear 
worst  than  the  disease  ;  but,  let  them  con- 
sider, that  the  disease  brings  certam  political 
death,    whereas   the   remedy  viay  not  only 
prevent   death,   but   may  preserve  life,  and 
even  restore  us  to  health.     Nor  let  the  selfish 
votaries  of  wealth  and  frivolity  flatter  them- 
selves witli  the  hope  that  the  disease  will  be 
a  linger'mg  one.     It  will  not  be  many  years  j 
perhaps  not   many  months,  in    producing  a 
catastrophe  the  most  dreadful  that  ever  was 
exhibited   on  earth.     Let   them   remember, 
that   the  question    is  not,  v/hether  we  shalS 
have  war,    or    live    in    peace,    with    Buo- 
naparte i  but,  v/hether  we  shall    have  war 
with    him    now,    or    stop    'till    the    nio- 

ment    when    it    perfectly    suits    him. 

Against  one  thing,  above  all  others,  we  beg 
leave  to  caution  our  readers,  and  this  is,  the 
delusive  notion  of  security  to  be  derived 
from  the  poverty  of  France.  The  statements 
of  the  French  financiers  may  be  very  falla- 
cious, as  far  as  v/e  know  ;  but  the  falsehood 
of  those  statements  do  not  diminish  the 
means  of  the  vast  empire,  which  the  Cor- 
sican  and  his  comrades  have  formed,  nor  do 
they  weaken  those  bonds,  by  the  means  of 
v/hich  the  commerce  and  colonies  of  Holland 
and  the  mines  of  -pain  are  made  tributary 
to  France,  and  are,  in  effect,  rendered  her 
property.-~Upon  this  subject,  we  cannot 
help  adverting  to  a  passage  in  the  ministerial 
paper,  the  True  Briton,  of  Thursday  last,  ?. 
passage  which  is  well  worthy  of  the  pen  ot 
our  own  able  financier. — "   In  the  repor;  ct 
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"  the  minister  of  the  French  finances,  there 
"  is,  for  the  year  nine,  a  trifiing  sum  of 
"  32,000/JUO  francs,  pourfjire  drs  ncgpc'ij- 
"  (ions',  and  for  the  year  ten,  tlie  bagatelle 
•*  of  15,505,000 francs  for  the. sanne expenses 
"  of  negotiations,  besicles  tt^n  millions,  called 
"  untbreseen  expenses.  It  is  impossible,  in 
"  a  more-  concise  and  clar  manner  to  inform 
"  the  free  French  nntion  how  nearly  60 
"  millions  are  employed." — This  really  smells 
strong  of  the  Treasury.  But,  are  there  not 
two  edges  to  this  Addingtonian  wit  ?  In 
the  year  nhir.  p'rance  had  to  pay  for  negotia- 
ting the preUminarjircaij,  and,  intheycarte?!, 
xht  dejiruti-ve  treaty  !  If,  therefore,  she  gained, 
by  the  three  millions  sterling  expended  on 
those  negotiations,  a  conquest  which  cost  us 
three  hundred  millions  sterling,  sl;e  did  not 
make  so  very  bad  a  bargain.  Kcr  treasurer 
may  not,  indeed,  have  his  conscience  quite 
ro  clear  as  the  Richmond  Park  Minister, 
t!5e  prosecutor  of  the  tin-man  of  Plymouth  ; 
'n;-.',  we  think  the  60  millions  of  icn-pcnny 
i'vres  are,  if  sve  look  at  the  effects  they  have 
produced,  iimnilc'y  better  accounted  for 
than  the  last  OO  n-:illions  of  iiucniy  shilling 
iivreSj  which  Mr.  A.Uiington  has  expended. 

Savings  of  Pe.u;;.  ! — To  "  husband  our 
*'  resources"  was  one  of  the  motives  for 
making  the  numerous  and  important  sacri- 
fices of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  What,  then, 
will  be  i}i£  amount  of  those  savings?  TIks 
should  be  an  object  of  immediate  enquiry, 
did  we  not  think  it  a  mark  of  respect  due  to 
Lord  Auckland,  to  wait  the  result  of  those 
deep  researches,  which,  his  Lordship  is  now 
niaking  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  We 
cannot,  however,  be  expected  long  to  re- 
strain our  desire  to  enter  on  this  subiect, 
especially  when  the  reader  is  informed,  that 
we  actually  iiave,  at  this  moment,  spread 
cut  upon  the  table  all  Mr,  Addington's  ap- 
paratus. Indeed,  v/e  do  intend  to  make, 
rcMt  week,  a  complete  exposure  of  this  gen- 
tleman's financial  quackery,  from  the  con- 
{'iusi.jn  of  the  peace  to  the  pr-^pcnt  day;  and, 
liut  to  insult  the  understandings  of  our 
readers,  we  shall  address  it  to  the  minister 
himself. 

Fifty  sHirs  of  thk  lin'e. —  Oi-.r  re.^ders 
will  recollect,  thr.t,  in  the  debate,  o:i  the  2d 
of  Dec-ember  last,  Mr.  Addingion  btated  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  (hat,  such  was  the 
excellent  situation  of  the  navy,  that  " Jirt~; 
"  shipi  of  the  lir.e,  could,  in  caseof  cmer- 
"  gsncy,  be  got  re.'idy  for  sea  in  the  cour?e 
"  of  a  month."  Tiiat  month  is  now  nearly 
expired;  for,  though  the  Ki'i'ig^'s  messages, 
do  not  contain  the  woid  "  cmerger.cy,"  yet 
an  emergency  must  certainly  be  understood  to 
exist  now,  and  to  hsve  exi-led,  ever  since,  at 
least,  themtSvTge  to  Parliament,  notifying 
iiis  Majesty's  intention  ;o  call  out  Xhz  Mi!i;,".n, 


and  since  the  issuing  of  the  proclamation, 
by  which  that  Message  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed ;  for,  the  Militia  law,  42  Geo.  I!L 
Cap.  90,  §  iii,  authorises  his  Majesty  to  issue 
such  proclamation,  only  '^  m  c^szso\  actual 
"  hn'aslon,  or  upon  imminent  da?iger  thereof, 
"  and  in  all  cases  of  rebellion  and  innirre.c- 
"  tion."  Thank  God,  we  all  know  that 
there  is  neither  rebellion  nor  insurrection  in 
the  kingdom  I  nor  has  there  yet  any  actual 
invasion  taken  place  j  innninejit  danger  ofin- 
i'asio?i  must  therefore  exist,  else  the  issuing 
of  the  proclamation  was  improper,  nay  it 
v.'^'s  absolutely  z^^z/fliiy?^^  ;  and,  if  imminent 
danger  of  invasion  be  not  "  a  case  of  emer- 
gency," we  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  Mr. 
Addington  to  tell  us  what    he  considers  as 

the  evidence  of  such  a  case. A  case  of 

emergency  has,  then,  if  we  suppose  the  ca- 
binet to  have  known  the  secret  only  eight 
days  before  the  public,  already  existed  for  a 
month,  and,  instead  of  '''  ffty  ships  of  the 
line  ready  for  sea,"  will  the  modest  assurance 
of  Mr.  Addington  enable  him  to  tell  the 
Parliament,  that  he  has  six  ships  of  chat  de- 
scription ready  for  sea  r  No  ;  even  he  will 
not,  he  dare  not  say  he  has:  for,  there  are 
not  ycXfive,  and  we  defy  any  one  to  dis- 
prove what  we  say.  hi  coviniissifln  !  Yes, 
there  are  enough  in  commission.  There  are 
many  in  commission,  v.dthout  men,  or  sails, 
and  even  without  masts.  There  are  plenty 
of  hulks  in  commission.  How  many  ships 
are  there  ^V  for  sea?  That's  the  question. 
Week  after  week,  we  have  said  that  we 
have  not  iix  ships  of  the  line,  in  Europe,  lit 
for  sea  ;  and  can  any  one  believe,  that  the 
ministers  would  not  have  disproved  our  state- 
ment, if  it  had  been  in  their  power  ?  Ihe 
newspapers  make  a  great  parade  of  ships 
put  in  commission  and  officers  appointed. 
It  is  very  easy  to  draw  out  fleets  upon  paper ; 
but  not  so  easy  to  draw  them  out  of  the 
deadening  clutches  of  Lord  St.  Vincent. 
The  public  has  been  told,  that  Lord  Nelsoa 
is  to  hoist  his  flag  on  board  the  Victory:  if 
he  does,  he  must  hang  it  upon  his  walking- 
stick,  or  something  else  other  than  a  mast; 
for,  Vv'e  are  well  assured,  that  the  Victory 
cannot  be  got  out  to  f.ea  in  six  months. — At 
Chatham,  there  were,  last  v.'eek,  19O  ship- 
wrights short  of  the  peace  establishment, 
though  the  men  of  35  years  were  admitted. 
During  tiie  dreadful  visitation,  v.'hich  the 
Admiralty  Lords  made  to  the  Dock-yards, 
they  turned  off  a  great  number  of  men,  who 
had  served  20  years,  without  superannuating 
them^  as  it  had  always  before  been  the  cus- 
tom; and  tlie;y  are  now  actually  endeavour- 
ing to  find  out  these  very  men  to  bring  theni 
back  to  the  yards  — bin^e  that  visitation,  ths 
apprentices,    in  nil   ihe  yards,  whose   lime 
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king's  service,  a  circumstance  unprecedented 
in  the  history  of  our  navy.  In  short,  such 
Ii2s  been,  and  such  is  the  distrust,  the  ill 
blood,  the  disgust,  that  pervades  every  de- 
partment under  these  ignorant,  capricious, 
and  unfeeling  men,  that  the  whole  machine 
is  at  a  stand  5  and,  if  they  continue  v/here 
they  now  are,  that  machine  will  be  com- 
pletely destroyed  *. 

Well  must  the  public  remember,  and 
with  no  small  (Jegrt^e  of  displeasure,  thf»> 
answer  made  to  Mr,  Elliot,  on  this  subject, 
by  Mr.  Yorke,  who,  most  assuredly,  knev^r 
very  little  of  what  he  said.  The  former 
gentleman  had  asked,  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember:— "  Is  Ireland  in  a  state  of  safety  ? 
*'  Where  is  our  channel  fleet,  the  bulwark 
''  of  our  coasts?  Your  savings  have  been 
"  made  out  of  the  very  vital  security  of  the 
■•'  country." — f  To  this  the  Secretary  of 
War  replied  :  "  We  have  not,  to  be  sure, 
"■  thirty  or  forty  sail  of  the  line  lying  at 
"  Spithead  ;  but,  we  have  a  fleet  greater 
"  than  ever  it  was  in  peace,  or  even  during 
"  part  ol  the  late  v.ar ;  sot  stationed  in  one 
"  port,  I  allow,  but  scattered  over  the 
*■•  world.  With  the  fl/W of  the  noble  Lord 
"  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
"  regulations  ivJiich  he  has  introduced,  a  system 
"  is  formed,  which  would  enable  us,  <?/ (^wy 
"  time,  to  put  a  force  to  sea/a/Zj'  adequate  for 
"  cur  defence;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no 
"  cause  of  dismay  t  on  account  of  our 
*•  navy." — It  is  charity  to  suppose,  that  the 
Secretary's  constant  attention  to  his  own  of- 
fice, rendered  him  totally  ignorant  of 
the  situation  of  the  navy ;  tor,  bad  as 
this  excuse  may  be,  it  is  tiie  only  one 
that  can  possibly  be  offered  for  such  a 
declaration,  made  at  such  a  time,  and 
under  such  circumstances.  That  Lord 
St.  Vincent  and  his  two  sapient  Phocx  per- 
suaded the  other  ministers,  and  even  them- 
selves,  that  they  were  able  to  send  oat  a 
fleet  at  a  few  weeks  notice,  we  can  readilv 
conceive  ;  but  that  they  tiever  will  get  one 
to  sea  we  believe  most  sincerely.  The  sys- 
tem, to  which  the  Secretary  at  War  alludes, 
is,  we  presume,  the  new  system  of  guarding 
this  island  by  bLcks  and  hdks  !  "  We  are 
"  happy,"  says  the  ministerial  paper,  "  to 
"state,  from  authority,  that  the  blocks, 
"  which  are,  to  protect  the  mouth  of  the 
"  Thames,  will  be  ready  in  a  few  days." 
"What  a  source  of  ha/i/iiness  !  what  a  subject 

*  The  two  lawyers  belonging  to  what  has  been 
very  significantly  called  <'  ihe  isfavy  abuse  Hoard," 
lately  instituted,  have,  we  are  told,  resigned  their 
places  J  so  that,  a  new  act  rauit  pass,  v/e  believe, 
or  this  board  is  at  an  end.  — May  not  the  resigna- 
tion be  a  mete  excuse  for  putting  the  disgusting 
andjnischicvous  institution  to  a  eilcnt  death  ? 

■f  See  Debaies,  Register,  Vol,  II,  p.  1687. 
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for  exaltation  ! — \ly  referring  to  our  account 
of  the  present  distribution  ut  the  navy,  p. 
512,  the  reader  will  perceive,  that  there  are 
nov/  in  commission,  in  Europe,  26  sail  of  the 
line  ;  and,  by  turning  back  to  pp.  143  and 
310,  of  ihe  present  volume,  he  will  find, 
that,  on  the  ist  of  February  there  were  9  iix 
commission,  and,  on  the  ist  of  March,  10. 
Since  Ihe  ist  of  INlarch,  then,  lljat  is  to  say, 
a  month  since  the  ministry  musi;  iiave  known 
of  the  existence  of  that  immlntnt  danger  cf  in- 
vasion, and,  consequently,  that  case  of  emer- 
gency, which  they  communicated  to  Par- 
liament on  the  9th  of  March  ;  in  this  monlii, 
the  space  of  time  in  which  Mr.  Addtngtu/; 
promised  the  Parliament  and  the  nation  to 
gQ.t fifty  ships  of  tne  line  raidy  for  sea,  in 
this  whole  month  only  16  ships  have  been 
added  to  the  number  in  commission,  the 
whole  of  whlcii,  even  according  to  the 
swelled-out  account  of  the  Admiralty  them- 
selves, amount  to  no  more  llnin  26.  But, 
let  not  th.e  country  deceive  iise't  by  this 
phrase,  "  ships  in  connnissinn."  Sliips  may 
be  for  years  in  commission,  without  ever 
being,  for  one  hour,  lit  for  service.  Mr. 
Addiugton's  promise  related  to  ships  fit  fo-^ 
sea.  The  whole  200  ships  of  the  line  may  be 
put  in  commission  in  five  minutes;  but  to  get 
them  out  to  sea,  and  that  too  in  a  condition. 
to  meet  an  enemy,  is  quite  another  thing. 
We  have  now  26  ships  of  the  line  in  coui- 
mission,  in  Europe;  and,  of  the  whole  26, 
there  are  not  yet  six  fit  tor  sea.  We  repc^at 
this  assertion  with  confidence;  we  pledgfi 
our  veracity  and  the  reputation  of  our  work 
for  the  truth  of  it,  and  we  call  upon  tho-e 
editors,  who  are  daily  publishing  such  pon:- 
pous  accounts  of  warlike  preparations,  to 
contradict  us,  not  by  abu>;e  and  base  ca- 
lumny, but  by  facts.  We  are  not  bound  lo 
prove  a  negative ;  it  is,  indeed,  in  this,  as 
in  many  other  instances,  next  to  impossible 
to  do  it;  but,  if  Mr.  Addington  had  his/;/?/ 
ships,  or  evenyTt'fi  of  Lhem,  actually  renvly 
for  i.ea,  how  ea^y  would  it  be  just  to  pubusli 
their  names,  with  those  of  their  commanders, 
and  to  state,  opposite  each,  tlie  number  <A 
men  on  board?  How  easy  would  it  be  to 
do  this  ?  Aye,  and  how  eagerly  would  xt 
be  done  ! — Tiicro  is,  it  seenis,  one  sh-p  of 
the  line  got  out,  at  last,  and  (see  the  ,  di':^- 
tributionyshe  is  oh  the. Downs  and  NortU 
Soa  stations.  She  has  room  enough  at  any 
rate.  In  ihe  English  and  Irish  Channels, 
there  is  not  even  a  50  gun  ship.  Suppose 
the  French  were  to  run  out  throe  or  li/ur 
ships  o'f  the  line,  with  a  lew  frigates,  well 
loaded  with  troops,  and  w^u'c  to  make  lor 
some  port  of  Ireland,  \yhat  would  be  the 
coiisequsnce?  And  who  shall  say,  that 
they  will  not  <-''J  t^^s?  even  while  thev  seem 
to  recede  from  some  important  point  -iu  liC'- 
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gotiation  ?  The  ministers  have  talked  of 
ihe'xx  )y:;Jtonsibilih/:  let  them  beware  lest  it 
prove,  at  last,  soincthing  more  than  a  mere 
pretext  for  wiihhokiing  a  knowledge  of  the 
divers  acts,  by  whicli  they  sacririced  the 
interest  and  honour  of  their  country. — At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  last  war,  the  shi[)s 
of  the  line  in  commission  were,  in  the  space 
of  one  month,  increased  from  17  to  30,  not 
p;<fre^' in  commission,  hwi  jlf  for  scc2  ;  and,  the 
sailors  were,  in  the  same  space  of  time, 
increased  from  12,000  to  18,000,  ivithout 
hai'ing  recourse  to  p.ress-'vcarrants  ;  vi'hereas, 
with  the  aid  of  press-warrants,  thelastmonth 
has  not,  we  are  v/ell  informed,  added  more 
than  4000  seamen  to  the  fleet ! — And  these 
are  the  facts  wRich  we  are  to  draw  a  veil 
over,  lest  we  should  dishearten  the  people, 
and  lest  we  should  expose  our  weakness  to 
the  enemy.  As  if  that  enemy  did  not  know 
the  slate  of  our  navy  as  well  as  Lord  St. 
Vincent  and  Captain  iVIarkham  !  As  if  he 
had  not,  in  all  our  porls,  better-informed 
and  more  diligent  men  than  they  have  .' 
To  the  charge,  the  foolish,  canting,  and 
false  charge,  of  "  disheartening  the  peo- 
"  pie,"  we  replied  in  our  last,  p.  446,  and 
have  only  to  add  here,  that  if  the  people 
are  to  be  disheartened  by  a  description  of 
probably  approaching  danger,  how  vain 
is  it  to  hope,  that  they  will  h.ave  the  public 
spirit  and  the  courage  to  resist  and  over- 
come tliat  danger,  when  it  actually  arrives! 
when  it  comes  upon  them  like  a  thief  in  the 
night  ! — It  is,  too,  somewhat  strange  to  hear 
thischarge  from  men  who  are  ]ia[ijiy  to  inform 
their  "  tcllow  citizens,"  that  bkcks-AXQ  pre- 
j'aring  to  guard  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  ! 
There  is  little  chance,  we  should  think,  of 
adding  to  the  fears  of  people  like  these.  The 
mouth  of  the  Tham.es  guarded  by  blocks  ! 
How  are  the  mighty  fallen  !  How  rapid  has 
been  our  decline,  how  tremendously  swift 
has  the  work  of  degradation  gone  on,  since 
the  ist  of  October,  the  accursed  ist  of 
October,  loci  !  But,  the  truth  is,  that  a^ 
people,  who  yield  themselves  to  such  men 
as  those  who  made  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  a 
people  who  silently,  and  even  willingly, 
yield  themselves  to  the  disposal  of  such 
men,  merely  for  the  sake  of  indulging  their 
selfishness  and  ease,  merely  for  the  sake  of 
avoiding  (he  exertion  of  those  pecuniary 
and  personal  means,  which  the  Almighty 
has  liberally  bestowed  on  them  ;  a  people 
so  degener;,ite  not  only  must,  but  they  oiiglit^ 
to  be  subdued  ;  having  basely  yielded  the 
honours  won  by  their  forefathers,  they  ought 
iiisu  to  be  bereft  of  their  na.mei  having  mis- 


used, despised,  and  trodden  under  foot,  the 
manifold  blessings  of  Providence,  they 
ought  no  longer  to  enjoy  its  protection.— 
"  They  shall  cast  their  silver  in  the  streets, 
"  and  their  gold  shall  be  removed  :  their 
*'  silver  and  their  gold  shall  not  be  able  to  deliver 
"  ihe7n. — I  will  bring  the  ivorst  of  the  heathen, 
"  and  they  shall  possess  their  houses :  I  will 
"  also  make  the  pomp  of  tlie  strong  to 
"  cease;  and  their  holy  places  shall  be  de- 
"  filed.  Destruction  Cometh  :  they  shall  jf<r-^ 
"  Jieace^  and  there  shall  be  none." — As  it  is 
impossible  not  to  perceive  a  most  striking 
resemblance  between  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  Jewish  nation,  ]>revious  to 
the  Babylonish  captivity,  and  that  of  the 
British  nation  at  the  present  day,  so  are  we 
most  seriously  and  most  fearfully  persuaded, 
that  there  will  be  a  resemblance  not  less 
striking  in  their  punishment,  unless  we  in- 
stantly resolve  to  tread  back  the  steps  we 
have  trodden,  to  pursue  a  new  line  of  con- 
duct, to  adopt  notions  and  principles  far 
diiferent  from  those  which  have,  for  the  last 
ten  years,  prevailed  in  our  councils ;  to 
appeal  to  the  sense  and  honour,  and  not  to 
the  ignorance  and  basericss  of  the  nation,  to 
rely  upon  our  valour,  and  not  upon  our  purse. 

POLITICS  OF  FRANCE. 

[Conlini'.cdfrom  Pnge  414-) 
Buonaparte's  opinion  on  the  finances  of 
England  has  been  repeatedly  expressed  to 
the  ibllowing  effect  : 

1.  That»  the  annual  expenditure  amount- 
ing to  such  an  immense  sum,  the  ministry 
dared  not  augment  it;  and  therefore  they 
made  peace. 

2.  That  the  peace,  having  enabled  the 
Republic  to  secure  all  the  valuable  pos- 
sessions of  France,  Llolland,  Spain  and 
Portugal,  "and  to  exclude  Great  Britain  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  v^hen  occasion 
may  require,  the  British  merchants  and 
m.en  of  property,  seeing  the  nation  depriv- 
ed of  every  possibility  of  making  new  con- 
quests and  of  extending  their  commerce 
and  manufactures,  will  not  come  forward 
with  their  money  to  enable  the  government 
to  recom.mence  a  war,  which  can  produce 
nothing  but  public  danger. 

3.  I'hat,  should  a  ministry  obtain  the  con- 
fidence of  tiie  public,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
raise  the  funds,  to  re-ec;uip  the  navy  and 
organize  the  army,  with  the  other  expenses 
attendant  on  warike  preparations,  would, 
in  the  course  of  the  first  two  years,  absorb 
a  capital,  the  interest  of  which,  would  re- 
quire ten  mLilions  sterling  to  be  raised  an- 
nually 
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nually  upon  the  public  :  a  sum,  that,  added 
to  the  present  expenditure,    would  either 
revolutionize   the  country,  or  make   a  na 
tional  bankruptcy  inevitable. 

So  that,  aUhuugh  tlie  ministry  in  parlia- 
jnent  declared  the  resources  ot"  the  nation 
to  be  still  abundant  to  continue  the  war,  it 
was  perfecl-ly  evident,  that  the  danger 
which  they  apprehended  from  the  pressure 
of  the  public  burdens,  was  the  real  cause 
that  made  them  sue  lor  peace. 

It  is  rather  unmannerly  of  Buonaparte, 
to  say,  tiiat  old  England  sued  for  peace! 
However,  if  it  be  true,  as  the  world  really 
believes  it  is,  that  the  terms  of  the  peace 
have  broken  down  those  bulwarks,  which 
centuries  of  warfare,  "  heaps  of  treasure 
"  and  streams  of  British  blood  had  raised 
"  around  the  British  empire,"  and  that  the 
soul  and  body  of  the  empire  itself,  are  thereby 
exposed  to  the  uplifted  daggers  ola  Jacobni 
Republic,  we  cannot,  should  we  dislike  the 
Consul's  Philippics,  with  any  sort  of  jilausi- 
bility  deny  the  fact.  —  At  no  period  of  the 
war  was  the  situation  of  France  so  critical, 
as  just  when  the  preliminaries  of  London 
were  signed.  To  have  lost  the  battle  of 
Marengo,  might  have  lost  the  progress  of 
the  campaign,  but  tlie  consequence  would 
have  been  nothing  more.  At  the  juncture 
we  refer  to,  the  existence  of  the  Republic, 
the  destiny  of  France,  hung  upon  the  will 
of  an  irritated  and  all  powerful  enemy. 
The  British  navy  was  completely  mistress 
of  the  Ocean,  of  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  the 
Baltic,  Mediterranean  and  Indian  seas  ; 
from  the  Point  ot  Florida  to  Cape  Horn, 
and  from  Madagascar  to  Japan,  every  island, 
port  and  place,  were  under  our  command, 
and  at  our  disposal  ;  as  were  also  the  con- 
tinent of  Africa,  Egypt,  Syria,  Natolia, 
Cyprus,  Candia,  the  Morea  and  Grecian 
islands,  Malta,  Sicily,  and  Lisbon.  No  na- 
tion ever  stood  in  such  a  posture.  And 
sue  for  peace  !  A  frank  declaration  to  the 
world,  and  a  liberal  proposition  to  the  court 
of  Petersburgh  and  to  the  United  States, 
would  have  instantaneously  rallied  all  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  and  America  (the 
king  of  Spain  not  excepted)  around  the 
British  standard.  Then  we  might  have 
consolidated  our  maritime  empire,  every 
state  that  bordered  on  the  sea  would  have 
become  our  natural  ally,  and  all  civilized 
nations  our  cordial  and  constant  frieuds. 
And  France,  republic  or  monarchy,  no  mat- 
ter which,  might  have  been  tinally  remand- 
ed within  the  limits  of  her  own  legal  do- 
minions. These  Buonapart<$  saw,  aixl  by 
an  address,  (or,  perhaps,  from  our  want  of 
address),  he  snatched  away  the  fruit  of  all 
our  toils.     The  very  means  we  then  pos- 
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scssed,  to  have  interwoven  the  interests  of 
Europe  and  America  with  our  own,  the 
Consul  is  now  dealing  out  to  unite  the 
world  in  enmity  agaiust  us. 

It  caiuiot  fail  to  be  highly  gratifying  to 
the  present  rulers  of  France,  to  hear 
maintained  in  the  British  senate,  a  doctrine, 
in  itself  preposterous,  and  in  its  effects  the 
most  dangerous  that  ever  was  introduced 
into  the  councils  of  a  king — to  wit;  that, 
"  to  retain  in  peace  conquests  made  in  war, 
marks  ambition,  rouses  the  jealousy  of  other 
powers,  and  creates  enemies  to  the  state  : 
whereas,  to  give  up  conquests  bought  with 
our  blood,  manifests  magnanimity  and  mo- 
deration, and  quiets  the  anxiety  of  our 
neighbours :  the  latter  is  therefore,  in  sound 
policy,  to  be  preferred."  We  shall  not 
comment  on  this  dangerous  and  cowardly 
precept;  but  merely  observe,  that  if  it  be 
persisted  in.  Great  Britain  will  not  long  be 
the  envy  of  her  neighbours.  She  is  now, 
no  mnre  their  dread  ' 

Jealousy  arises  from  rivality,  which  Im- 
plies a  pretension  to  equal  power;  as 
Great  Britain  lately  stood,  no  such  pre- 
tension could  have  been  set  up;  or  if  it 
had,  to  what  purpose  ?  In  possession  of  the 
object,  and  able  to  defend  it,  the  jealousy 
cf  rivals  soon  dies  in  its  own  impotence. 
If,  to  avoid  the  jealousy  of  those  whose 
rivality  we  always  despised,  we  have  (as  it 
is  said)  given  up  the  object,  viz. — the 
sources  and  securities  of  our  maritime  pre- 
ponderance, we  have  no  great  chance  to 
meet  with  a  similar  modesty  on  the  part  of 
our  neighbours.  While  Buonaparte  can 
conwnand  their  obedience,  all  the  powers  of 
Euro])e  may  burn  \Aith  jealousy  as  loug  as 
they  please,  for  what  he  cares. 

To  return  from  this  digression. — The 
British  ministers,  deprived  .  of  every  pros- 
pect of  gaining  by  war,  now  talk  of  getting 
money  to  enable  them  to  rccommaKe  hos- 
tilities. For,  if  they  could  still  add  to  the 
national  debt  and  public  imposts,  that  very- 
circumstance  would  ruin  the  government. 
The  British  ministry  must,  therefore,  to 
preserve  the  slate,  maintain  the  peace  ;  and 
that  proud  nation*  must  be  a  passive  spec- 
tator of  the  rising  glories  of  France. 

Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Consul; 
and,  we  are  sorry  to  add,  that  it  is  more, 
or  less,  the  opinion  of  all  the  governments 
of  c^Mitinental  Europe. 

To  justify  his  calculation  and  insure  the 
pacific  neutrality  of  Great  Britain,  Buona- 
parte will  keep  the  government  in  a  con- 
tinual state  of  suspense.  To  oblige  the 
ministry  to  carry  the  annual  expenditure, 
more  and  more  above  the  receipt  of  the 
public  revenue,  the  Consulate  will  order, 
R. 
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or  pretend  to  liave  ordered,  squadrons  of 
gun-boats  and  light  vessels,  to  be  built  and 
armed  on  the  Missisipp:,  on  the  Rio- 
grande  de  !a  Madalena,  and  on  the  Oro- 
noco.  The  republic  will  form,  or  talk  of 
forming  settlements,  on  the  Red  and  Win- 
nipeg lakes  in  Tupinamb  and  Cap-del-rc)'. 
Orders  will  likewise  be  given,  to  build 
squadrons  on  (he  Euphrates,  at  Bassora, 
Gonibaroon,  on  the  Indus,  and  on  the  lakes 
in  Siba ;  to  take  possession  and  fortify  the 
islands  of  Salsetta,  Ormus  and  Kismish ; 
the  posts  of  Aden,  Zeila,  the  idands  and 
ports  of  Camarana,  Erquiko  and  Monbaza, 
■will  be  ceded  to  France ;  *  and  the  repub- 
lic will  make  settlements  in  Sindi,  Guzerat, 
Arat-an  and  Pegu,  f  A  treaty  with  the 
emperor  Alexander  to  reinstate  the  Mogul 
and  hereditary  princes  of  Indostan  in  their 
former  rank  and  possessions,  will  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Sophi  of  Persia,  conse- 
crated by  the  Grand  Lama  and  cried 
through  the  streets  of  London,  Calcutta, 
Madrass  and  Delhi.  A  senatns-consultus, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  ma- 
jiufactures  and  the  consumption  of  British 
cured  fish  in  Ilaly,  Spain,  Portugal  and 
Turkey,  ^nd  f  jrbidding  the  transit  of  Bri- 
tish produce  tijiough  Holland  and  up  the 
I\.hn:iej  wil:  be  talked  ot,  perhaps  really 
issued:  and  a  convention  to  recover  and 
maintain  the  liberty  of  the  sea,  under  the 
auspices  of  France  and  Russia,  will  be  ac- 
cedf;d  to  bv  all  the  maritime  states  of  Eu- 
rope. I 

*  To  posse";s  and  secure  the  command  ot  the 
gulpli  of  Ormus  aud  straits  pf  B?.beim<in(ii;l,  is 
not  a  new  speculation  ;  if  tlie  lace  Empress  Ca- 
therine II.  v/ou'.d  have  counienan'ed  the  Views  of 
France,  that  project  would  have  been  attempted 
in  i73c  and  1786.  Pei  haps  Buoaaparte  may  have 
more  inthjence  in  the  councils  of  t!ie  present 
cmpetor  than  Vergennes  had  in  those  ot  Ca- 
therine. 

f  Witli  respect  to  the  Dutch  settlements 
abroad,  as  they  were  given  up  at  Amien:,  they 
■will  be  garrisoned  and  stored  without  any  unne- 
cessary parade  or  pompous  demonstration.  It  is 
inconceivable  how  the  people  of  England  can  be 
so  far  deluded,  as  not  to  see,  that  tlie  ci-<levant 
Dutch  colonics  in  Asia,  Africa  and  America,  arc, 
and  must  necessarily  be,  subject  to  the  ConGiilate. 
Every  body  knows,  that,  the  Bstavian  Republic  is 
a  department  of  France  ;  and  it  requires  no  verv 
deep  sagacity  to  see,  that  Buonaparte  will  maice 
tiie  appurtenavicef  of  his  departments  subser- 
vient to  the  ezeciition  of  his  future  projects. 

j  '['0  these  demonstrations,  will  no  dou!)t  be 
added  some  diplomatic  alteicatlon  ;  for  instance, 
the  Fte.ich  minister  may  tread  upon  the  Biitsh 
Ambassador's  toes  at  Peterburgh,  or  at  Constan- 
tinople; a  Danish  ballad- singer  may  be  paid  to 
ilraw  another  rc.-emblancc  <>1  the  king's  minister 
at  Copenhagen,  a  Eicnch  jew  buying,  or  pretend- 
ing to  buy  niuskcis  there,  in;iy  again  attempt  to 
jiurcha»t  a  pa  spur!:  at  iiis    iteliency's  ofiice";   (he 


Besides  these  menaces  abroad,  we  shall 
be  amused  wii;h  the  Consul's  preparations 
at  home;  dozens  of  line-of  battle  ships 
will  be  launching  mon'li'y  in  the  ports  of 
Holland,  France  and  Spain  ;  gunboats  will 
rise  in  the  clr-^nnel  like  mushrooms;  and 
St.  Valerv,  Boulogne,  Mardik,  Dunkirk 
and  Flushing  will  be  converted  into  spa- 
cious impregnable  naval  harbours.  *  Na- 
val manoeuvres,  -(-  military  encampments, 
sham  fights  and  reviews,  will  be  exhibited, 
to  astonidi  and  terrify  the  swarms  of  our 
gaping  countrymen,  who,  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  British  name,  are  daily  flocking  to 
cringe  and  bow  before  their  sovereign's  tu- 
mid f'le  ! 

Britons  have  for  many  ages  been  consi- 
dered as  the  people  possessing  the  most  lau- 
dable and  dignified  national  pride  :  they  are 
the  only  people  in  Europe  who  have  neither 
been  beaten,  nor  in  any  wise  humiliated 
during  the  course  of  the  late  revolution  war ; 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  after  the  peace, 
they  are  the  only  people  who,  in  a  contemp- 
tible admiration  for  a  rebel  chief,  h.ave  lost 
sight  of  their  own  and  their  country's  worth. 
Other  nations  have  been  despoiled  and  con- 
quered, they  have  bowed  to  the  tyrant's 
sceptre  by  compulsion  ;  but  peers  of  Eng- 
land, British  senators,  and  Englishmen  of  all 
descriptions  seem  to  regret  the  valor  of  their 
defenders;  they  are  proud  to  be  noticed  in 
the  ring  of  Buonaparte's  gallic  slaves;  and 
hurry  in  crowds  to  offer  their  oblations  to 
the  foul  priestess  of  that  polluted  temple  of 
treason  (the  Tuilleries),  still  rar.cid  with  a 
sovereign's  blood  !  We  cannot  here  avoid 
mentioning  a  circumstance  that  lately  hap- 
pened on  the  continent :  one  of  the  first  mo- 
narchs  in  Europe,  desired  a  nobleman  at  his 
court  to  prepare  to  go  as  his  Ambassador, 
or  rather  Plenipotentiary,  to  Buonaparte ;  the 
other  replied',  "  for  the  first  time  that  ever 

"  a demurred  to  execute  the 

"  orders  of  his  master,  I  am,  upon  this  oc- 
"  casion,  proud  to  disobey  your  Majesty's 
"  commands.  As  an  officer,  J  cannot  be 
"  the  instrument  to  compromise  the  dignity- 
vice  president  of  Italy  will  arrest,  or  cause  to  be 
deported  some  dozens  of  our  EnglisJi  beaux  from 
Rome  or  Naples;  and  the  Prefect  of  Switzerland 
will,  by  mistake,  Iiang  an  English  secretary  there 
for  a  spy,  &c. 

*  We  believe  it  is  intecded  ro  make  St.  Valery 
the  grand  naval  depot  for  the  ftotiilas  and  light 
squadrons  of  tlie  repu!)Hc,  in  the  channel. 

■f-  In  case  of  another  war,  these  manosuvrcs 
will  he  so  managed,  as  10  make  it  appear  to  the 
people  of  England,  that  no  serious  invasion  is  in- 
tended; and  squadrons  will  no  doubt  be  sacrificed 
to  shew,  that  if  such  really  was  intended,  to  lanci 
would  be  imu'is'^itile.  To  disarm,  or  turn  our  op- 
ponent off  his  guard  is  always  an  advantage;  no 
matter  hy  what  nieauc'. 
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"  of  my  sovereign's  crown  ;  and  as  a  gen- 
"  tieman,  I  dare  not  dishonour  a  nobleman 
"  who  wears  my  name  and  your  Majesty's 
"  uniform."     ' 

The  late  king  of  Prussia  s?.id  to  an  En- 
glish gentleman  of  our  acquaintance — "  you 
"   (meaning   the  British  nation)    are    now 
"  making  a   last  etlort  to  subsidixe  Europe 
•*  to  fight  with  France,   until  you  secure  to 
"  yourselves,   a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of 
"  (he  world;  should  you  succeed,  you  will 
"  then   soon   make  us  repay  your  subsidies 
"  with  usury." — Whatever    the  people    of 
England  may  be  told  to   the  contrary,  we 
can,  from  a    personal  knowledge  of  facts, 
affirm,  that  this  doctrine  is  believed  in  every 
cabinet  and  by  every  political  economist  on 
the  continent  of  Europe.     The  present  de- 
pendent state  and  certain  subjugation  of  Por- 
tugal, the  ruin   and  conquest  of  Holland, 
and  the  degradation  of  Spain,  with  a  thou- 
sand circumstances  of  a  similar  nature,   are 
artfully  laid  to  our  charge;  and  all  the  little 
scurrilous  predictions,  of  our  decline,  that 
issues  from  the  numerous  presses  now  in  all 
countries  devoted  to  the  cause  of  our  ene- 
mies, are  read   and  heard  with  avidity  and 
pleasure  by  the  people  of  all  ranks  and  pro- 
fessions.    "  Let  those  fools  read  them,"  say 
our  English  politicians,  "  what  is  that  to  us." 
Did  we  not  know  the  end  purposed,  and  see 
the  effects  daily  produced,  by  the  newspa- 
per-statements and  comparative  views  cir- 
culated by  the  secretaries,  clerks,  and  emis- 
saries of  the  Consulate,  we  might  perhaps 
join  in  the  chorus  v^ith  our  dotard  country- 
men.    But  we  see  in  those  productions,  the 
advertisements  and  programme  of  the  most 
formidable  combinaiion  that  ev-r    •'.-;  plan- 
ned against  an  empire.     And,  akhough  we 
know  that  it  will  not  be  believed,  conviction 
compels  us  to  affirm,  that  Buonaparte's  pam- 
phlets and   pensions,  have   more  eifect   in 
confirming  the  several  states  of  Europe  in 
their  enmity  towards  Great  Britain,  than  all 
the  subsidies  the  British  treasury  can   ever 
pay,  will  have  in  conciliating  their  friend- 
ship.    Subsidies  are,   no  doubt,  considera- 
tions to  the   agents  and  commissaries   em- 
ployed in  paying  and  receiving  them,   and 
they  may  have  a   certain   momentary  value 
with  the  mistress  of  a  prince,  or  a  minister; 
but  they  never  were,   nor  will  they  ever  be, 
a  national  consideration  to  any  state.     The 
spoils  of  the  British  empire  are,  on  the  con- 
trary, objects  of  the  most  seducing  nature  ; 
scattered- as  they  are,  they  suit  the  interests 
and  ambition  of  many  speculators;  and  the 
Consul's   liberality  will,  perhaps,   increase, 
as  he  augments    his    means. — We  do    not 
mean   to  infer,  that  Great  Britain  has  any 
imminent  danger  to  apprehend  from  the  or- 
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ganizcd  enmity  of  Europe  ;  but  as  Uiat  en- 
mity can  in  no  wise,  promote  the  interests 
of  England,  but,  on  the  contrary,  may  prove 
more  or  less  detrimental  to  them,  we  think 
it  might  be  as  v/ell  to  prevent  its  organiza- 
tion ;  especially  as  ^lat  could  yet  be  dona 
with  much  facility,  and  to  the  great  and 
permanent  advantages  of  the  British  em- 
pire. 

Dissertations  will  be  periodically  circu- 
lated on  the  continent  to  shew,  that  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  are 
ruinous  to  all  other  countries ;  tliat  for  these 
hundred  years  past,  the  maritime  prepon- 
derance of  England  has  hung  like  a  mill 
stone  upon  the  neck  of  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica; and  that  her  politics  have  ruined  all 
those  states  with  whom  she  ha.^  b^en  con- 
nected. 

Other  essays  will  be  distributed  amongst 
the  people  of  England,  setting  forth,  that 
the  national  debt  is  a  burden  laid  on  the 
poor,  merely  to  augment  the  wealth  of  the 
rich  ;  that  is  the  cause  of  all  the  taxes  and 
of  the  high  price  of  provisions ;  that  if  it 
were  abolished,  porter  would  be  sold  at  two- 
pence the  pot,  and  bread  at  three  pence  the 
quarter-loaf;  and  it  will  be  demonstrated, 
by  metaphysical  sophistry,  that  to  pay  the 
debts  of  generations  past,  and  to  fulfil  the 
engagements  of  transient  ministers,  is  no 
part  of  the  duty  of  freemen,  7}>  this  ivill 
be  added,  a  parallel  dra=tvn  between  the  present 
state  andjiiture  prospects  of  Great  Hritain  and 
France:  wherein  will  be  set  forth,— the  one, 
as  having  in  1762  passed  the  meridian  of 
her  power;  in  J 782  lost  one  half  of  tlie 
sources  of  her  maritime  trade  ;  and  as  having 
\u  1S02  given  up,  or  exposed  the  other  half 
to  the  discretion  of  France;  as  possessing 
but  a  precarious  revenue,  to  be  pressed  out 
of  an  equally  precarious  commerce  ;  subject 
to  an  enormous  expenditure,  which  may  be 
augmented,  or  doubled  by  a  single  gesture 
of  the  first  Consul ;  in  fine,  as  a  stale  now- 
reduced,  despised,  by  the  greater  pov;-ers 
and  hated  by  the  lesser.  %Vhereas,- — France 
will  be  represented,  as  Jjaving  by  the  revo- 
lution increased  her  European  territory  by 
one-4th;  abolished- her  debt,  doubled  her 
revenue,  tripbd  lier  power;  and  as  having 
acquired  more  real  sources  of  maritime  trade 
than  all  Europe  pcsjesses  besides;  as  being 
now  at  the  head  of  the  political  world,  dic- 
tating to  the  most  powerful  states  and  pro- 
tecting the  weaker.  In  short,  Great  Britain 
will  be,  we  may  say  is  already,  and  with  but 
too  much  truth,  held  up  as  being  on  a  rapid 
decline  ;  with  her  remaining  powers  resting 
merely  upon  paper,  ships,  v/et-docks,  and 
canals;  ^\hile  the  republic  is  cried  up  as 
having  built  her  Growing  prosperity  and  fa- 
il 2 
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vare  graridenr  upon  solid  acquisitions  of  ter- 
ritory, produce,  and  population  *. 

Such  are,  and  will  continue  to  be,,  the 
means,  by  which  the  rulers  of  Frnnce  \\ill 
endeavour  to  en^ibarrass  the  finances,  fatigue 
the  government,  and  depress  the  spirit  of 
the  British  nation.  'Jhe  invctercitc  cinn'ny  of 
those  rulc'.rs  can  ju-ver  be  removed;  for  unless 
Great  Britain  be  reduced  to  a  passive  infe- 
riority, they  cannot  consider  their  republic  as 
consolidated  or  secure. 

It  is  said,  and  industr/ously  propag-ated, 
that  Buonaparte  having  established  his  au- 
thority in  France,  it  is  become  bis  personal  i//  ■ 
teres:  to  cultivate  a  paeifc  understanding  luiib 
all  bis  neighbours.  vYnd  that,  as  he  is  now  ca- 
j)abie  of  maintaining  ties  of  political  rela- 
tionship wiih  other  powers,  it  is  their  interests 
to  support  his  authority. 

Thisreasoninsihasno doubt  orifrinated  with 
the  Consul's  confessor,  bishop  Talleyrand. 
That  it  should  have  gained  admittance  and 
approbation  in  the  councils  of  Europe  and 
America,  seems  to  be  owing  to  the  baneful 
influence,  of  that  hideous  genius,  which  ja- 
cobinism and  rebellion  have  set  loose  upon 
mankind.  The  fact  is, — when  Buonaparte 
signified  his  desire  for  peace,  his  authority 
ivas  not  established;  his  situation,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  republic,  was,  as  we  have  men- 
tioned, extremely  critical  ;  he  sought  peace 
■with  his  neighbours,  that  he  might  have 
lime  to  establish  his  authority,  and  to  save 
the  republic  from  what  he  considered,  and 
•what  might  have  easily  been  brought  about, 
its  almost  certain  destruction.  The  Consul 
foresaw  the  etiects  which  the  conquest  of 
Egypt  was  to  produce  both  in  England  and 
France;  he  saw  the  still  greater  effects, 
\vliic!),  Great  Britain  holding  the  destiny  of 

*  The  present  slate  am!  fuiuie  prospects  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  compared,  i>,  ^i.cordins 
to  I'wiisiaa  news,  io  be  exposed  to  the  puMic  liy  a 
veil  known  disciple  of  Al)l"it5  Sityes.  Tliis  arch 
emissary,  had  son-e  of  Jiis  materials  arranged  and 

presented  to  the  K of iiy  colonel  C 

at  Berlin  already  in  I  7i;8.  Having  seen  tlie  ma- 
iKis-cripts,  vvx  recollect,  that  to  deiiver  the  indus- 
try of  Europe  from  the  oppression  of  oar  chnpm  m 
laws,  :;s  ihcy  were  tenntd,  was  strongly  rccoin- 
riended  to  the  hu.-nariity  of  that  young  raoni-irch. 
No  doulit  the  heavy  debts  of  our  j-maica  planters, 
and  the  restriction:;  under  vn liictk  European  settlers 
labour  in  Lengal,  jinve  by  this  time  inoved  the 
ccinpas^ion  ot''this  philanthiopic  Jacobin .;  and  u-e 
shall  very  soon  see,  a  plan  di-awn  up,  accoinin,^  to 
which,  the  Cormcr  may  pay  cfF  their  luirdens  by  an 
act  of  the  asstuibly  ot  the  'island,  and  the  latter  by  a 
similar  l\c^:6,  may  re-assume  their  natural  Ireedom 
of  tiadin^f^  v/iih  whom  ihsy  please.  It  i:  net  un- 
likely, that  the  First  Con.su!  m:ry  think  proper  to 
d'is-approve  of  this  plan;  but  he  will  cei  tair.ly 'per- 
mit its  being  niarle  piiblic;  rnd  Nir. ^ i?  a 

supple  negotiator;  lie  !ia5  Ji'.-  scciet-i:  ics  ;/-.■  »;;'t 
bu'Cliu:  that  G'le, 


the  Turkish  empire  in  her  handj  rnight  then' 
have  produced  at  Petersburgh;  and  he  knew 
that  in  Anierica,  a  single  word  to  the  pur- 
pose would  have  obligod  president  Jetferson 
to  change  his  system,  or  his  place,  and  might 
have  barred  France,  for  ever,  from  that  side 
of  the  Ailaniic  ;  nor  could  he  consider  Por- 
tugal an  equivalent  for  Brasil.  Brsides,  the 
arms  of  both  Portugal  and  Spain  might  have 
been  turned  agdiist  him  *.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances was  peace  obtained,  and  it  is 
no  wonder  Buonaparte  should  wi-h  to  pre- 
serve it ;  at  least  until  he  acquire  the  means 
to  command  peace,  or  to  defy  war.  When 
he  believes  himself  in  that  situation,  we 
shall  see  how  far,  and  upon  wliat  terms,  he 
is  disposed  to  maintain  his  pacific  relation- 
ship with  his  neighbours.  Buonaparte  has 
great  advantages  over  his  co/ilemporaries. 
He  was  brought  up  in  the  world,  and  in 
active  life.  Begmning  his  career  as  a  sub- 
altern, his  profession  obliged  him  to  think; 
and  the  habit  of  thinking  no  doubt  taught 
him  to  calculate.  The  revolution  enabled 
him  to  see  men  of  all  descriptions  exposed 
without  disguise  ;  and  now  consul,  he  easily 
sees  through  the  masks  of  those  who  have 
tlie  vanity  or  folly  to  attempt  to  deceive 
him.  This  adventurer  is  in  possession  of 
absolute  power,  has  the  means  to  make  that 
power  irresistible,  and  has  experience  at  an 
early  period  of  life.  He  is  the  patron  and 
protector  of  all  sorts  of  principles,  profesr 
sions  and  prejudices;  and  is  himself  bound 
by  none.- — Amongst  the  absurdities  of  the 
times,  it  is  not  one  of  the  least,  to  hear  the 
legislators  of  Great  Britain  propping  up  the 
po\\er  of  the  British  empire  by  the  discon- 
tent and  broils  which  they  foresee  generat- 
ing in  France,  and  with  the  jealousy  which 
the  polities  of  the  republic  is  said  to  be 
raising  amongst  other  continental  govern- 
ments. The  obstinacy  of  infatuation  is  as- 
tonishing !  Should  the  people  of  France 
be  angry  with  the  man  who  snatched  their 
country    from    the    precipice   of  inevitable 

*  In  this  position,  the  Consul  knew,  ihit  to  have 
adopted  a  certain  system  of  politics  (which  ir,ay 
yet  be  neces'-ary  when  it  will  be  more  difllcult  to 
carry  it  into  praciice")  the  British  government, 
might,  in  the  space  of  six  months  atter  the  sur- 
render of  Alexandria,  have  drawn  forthinto  acticn, 
all  the  power  of  Austria.  Russia,  America,  and 
Spain,  against  the  republic:  not  to  fight  for  sub- 
sidy, nor  for  tlie  commercial  intercsis  of  Great  Bri- 
t;iin,  but  to  tight  for  tlicir  own  ijiteiests. 

It  lUriy  be  said,  t!i;it  iiad  Ijuonaparte  felt  himself 
in  the  [)redicaiv.tnt  wc  have  nierjtioned,  he  would 
not  have  been  so  haughty  and  imperious  dining 
the  negotiation.  The  contem;)t  with  which  the 
Consul  seemed  to  treat  tlic  negotiation,  and  his  ar- 
rogance ujion  th.at  ot ca!>ion,  might  be  accounted, 
for,  bv  several  re-j^tms  ;  but,  that  to  inas-k  h»s 
anii'-ty  '.'/as  cnt  Icidijiji  uioiivc;  i:  C'.tta:Us 
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ruin,  and  who  raised  thi'tn  to  th2  dictaior- 
ship  of  the  world  ?  And  will  they  oppose 
his  endeavours  to  consolidate  their  situa- 
tion ?  But  they  are  oppressed,  says  John 
Bull  !  If  we  ask  with  what  ? — the  whole  of 
John's  corps  cUplomatiqne  cannot  tell.  In 
politics  and  in  public  society,  oppression  is 
relative.  To  attempt  to  scare  Buonaparte 
with  the  jealousy  of  other  powers,  is,  perhaps, 
still  more  ridicvdous  !  Those  who  have  any 
power,  are  his  associates  in  despoiling  those 
Vi'ho  have  none.  What  benefit  could  the 
change  of  the  name  of  a  chief  produce  to 
Great  Britain,  or  to  Europe  ?  Would  a 
General  Moreau  or  a  Masc.na  be  less  a 
I'renchman  than  Buonaparte  }  No, —  but 
\ve  say  they  may  be  less  bab'ile  !  When  the 
ability  of  enemies  becomes  a  consideration 
with  Britons,  then  alas!  our  legislators  may 
go  home  and  plant  potatoes, 

It  must  be  evident  to  the  world,  that  the 
present  rulers  of  the  republic,  from  what- 
ever point  of  view  they  are  taken,  can  only 
be  considered  as  rebel  chiefs  They  were 
born  subjects  of  their  king,  most  of  them 
held  oflices  in  his  service,  and  at  mature 
age,  swore  allegiance  to  his  government  j 
he  is  alive,  and  at  this  time  is  morally,  as 
well  entitled  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  France, 
as  any  hereditary  monarch  can  be  to  sit  on 
the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  These  usurpers 
know,  that,  however  pliable  and  passive 
the  politics  of  other  governments  may  have, 
now  and  then,  appeared,  it  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed that  legitimate  sovereigns  should 
prostitute  the  dignity  of  their  stations,  and 
expose  the  safety  of  their  persons  and  fimi- 
lies  in  so  palpable  a  manner,  as  voluntarily 
to  sanction  the  rebellion,  robberies,  pillage, 
and  plunder  of  the  republic  ;  and  associate 
in  treaties  of  friendship  and  mutual  sup- 
port, with  the  irreconcileable  enemies  of  all 
legal  government.  The  chief  consul  knows, 
that  the  treaties,  which  he  has  imposed  upon 
other  states,  are  extorted  bonds,  and  >\'iU 
never  bind  the  con^-.cience.  He  is  well 
aware,  that  when  his  authority  in  France 
has  occasion  for  help  from  abroad,  his  part 
of  the  drama  will  be  nearly  out.  Nor  can 
he  suppose  that  his  neighbours  are  less  sen- 
sible, that  the  support  of  France  implies 
her  dominion.  In  short,  he  knows  that  his 
authority  can  only  be  legalized  by  ultimate 
success  ;  and  that  ivlnle  any  legal  go-jer?iment 
possesses  the  means  of  opposition  and  resistance , 
the  success  of  the  French  Republle  camiot  be 
considered  as  secure.  The  consul  may  pro- 
fess peace  and  friendship  with  all  states  ; 
and  he  may  ofi'er  alliances  to  the  great,  and 
protection  to  the  weak  j  but  every  legiti- 
matg  sovereign  should  know,  that  when  the 
isiissionaries   of    Buoaapar'.e    approach   his 
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throne,  they  come  either  to  spoil,  crush,  or 
undermine  it.  The  destruction,  or  subju- 
gation of  all  independent  nations,  especially 
of  all  rival  powers,  is  with  the  rulers  of 
France,  a  principle  of  self-preservation,  and  is, 
therefore,  interiuoven  lulth  tlie  very  existence 
of  their  military  eonunmilty. 

We  would  not  be  understood  to  say,  that 
the  present  government  of  France  intends 
to  conquer,  and  incorporate  with  the  Re- 
public, all  other  European  states.  On  the 
contrary,  we  do  not  suppose  that  the  con- 
sulate would  wish  Holland,  Spain,  nor  per- 
haps Italy,  more  immediately  under  the  po- 
lice of  France  than  those  countries  now 
are  :  nor,  do  we  believe,  that  while  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  continue  in  their  pre- 
sent posture,  Buonaparte  would  counte- 
nance a  farther  reduction  of  Austria,  nor 
the  expulsion  of  the  Turkish  government 
from  Europe,  We  consider  the  real  sys- 
tem of  the  French  Republic,  to  be  neither 
more  nor  less,  than,  an  universal  ascendency 
raised  upon  natural  sources  sufficient  to  maui' 
tain  a  preponderant  po^vcr.  Such  an  ascen- 
dency is  essential  to  the  existence  of  the 
Rrpublic,  and  it  will  be  pursued  as  long,  as 
that  f.ibric  doe^.  eriist.  The  obstacles  which 
stands  most  directly  in  the  way  of  that  pur- 
suit, is  the  naval  empire  ef  Great  Britain  ;  its 
reduction  is  therefore  the  object,  upon 
which  the  hero  of  the  nineteenth  century 
must  tirst  employ  his  natural  and  moral  fa- 
culties, and  all  his  supernatural  talents, 

0BSEKVATI0X3     ON       HIS     MAJESTY'S     LATE 
MESSAGE  TO    PARLIAMENT. 

S\K, — However  indubitable  is  the  right 
of  ministers  in  certain  cases,  to  with-hold  in- 
formation on  the  treaty  with  France  pending 
the  negotiation  ;  there  is  nevertheless,  one  point 
that  admits  of  great  doubt,  and  that  is,  whe- 
ther the  men  who  compose  the  present  mi- 
nistry are  worthy  of  being  trusted  by  Par- 
liament witli  its  confidence,  and  with  that 
supply  they  ask  to  give  weight  to  their  ne- 
gotiations. Tlie  minister  not  trusting  mere- 
ly to  his  master's  prerogative  to  negotiate 
and  to  arm,  comes  to  Parliament  aiul  asks 
the  tv.'o  Houses  to  make  themselves  parties  to 
the  present  armauient  and  to  ihe  consequences  of 
It.  But  is  the  minister  a  man  whose  abili- 
ties will  not  commit  the  safety,  and  whose 
firmness  will  not  compromise  the  lionour  of 
the  Parliament  and  tlie  nation  ? — To  this, 
the  only  answer  I  hud  made  by  iNir.  Ad- 
dington  is.  "  that  he  is  responsible,  deeply 
responsible  to 'the  country,  but  that  if  Par- 
liament will  trust  him  he  will  bring  us  out 
with  honour  at  least  of  every  ditficulty." 

When  I  read  this  in  the  newspaper.  Sir, 
I  involuntarily  turn  to  the  tiriit  page  of  the 
R  3 
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paper,  to  tlie  adverti'-riiients  of  Doctors  Bro- 
dum  and  Solomon,  and  many  others,  whose 
claims  lo  confidence  are  full  as  good  as  the 
premier's. — Namely,  the  assurance  with 
which  they  promise  and  the  responsibility 
thev  incur.  But  if  my  constitution  be  ruined 
by  their  quickeries,  will  it  be  restored  by 
an  action  for  damages? — Had  I  not  better 
preserve  it  at  present,  by  denying  these  men 
my  confidence  and  consulting  some  regular 
physician? — How  far  ministers  deserve  the 
confidence  they  claim  is  still  a  question, 
therefore,  and  can  only  be  determined  by  a 
reference  to  their  past  conduct. 

Now,  Sir,  immediately  after  the  signature 
of  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  Buonaparte  as 
in  the  present  instance,  fitted  out  "  a  'vast 
armament  while  tbe  viost  important  negotiations 
lucre  depending."— WhWe  our  swords  yet 
reeked  with  the  best  blood  of  France,  while 
the  v/onnds  slie  had  received  in  Egypt  still 
smarted,— but  ministers  v/ere  not  alarmed  } 
though  then  not  at  peace  they  suffered  the 
French  fleets  to  sail,  Jt  is  true,  Buona- 
parte's armament  did  not  prove  hostile,  but 
it  does  not  follow,  for  that  reason,  that  mi- 
nisters were  justified  in  trusting  that  to 
chance. — Perhaps,  Sir,  the  Consul  expected 
more  from  the  docility  of  our  administra- 
tion, than  to  the  rigour  of  las  own  armies; 
and  the  poliiician  who  looks  to  Alexandria 
and  to  Am'^ens,  will  probably  applaud  his 
judgment. — If  this  conjecture  be  vv'ell  found- 
ed, (and  ihe  subsequent  present  hostile  tem- 
per of  tbe  pacificator  renders  it  highly  pro- 
bable,) My-  Addington  cannot  plead  the 
event  as  a  jnetification  of  his  confidence,  for 
it  is  a  maxim  of  reason  as  Aveil  as  of  law, 
that  no  man  .shall  plead  his  own  wrong. — 
But  if,  Sir,  we  condenin  his  tameness  in 
ISOl,  let  us  look  to  h\s. vigour  in  1802  ;  and 
I  think,  though  the  subjects  are  different 
ve  shall  still  recognize  the  hand  of  the  same 
master. 

The  French  diplomatists  have  dated  the 
sera  of  their  new  system  of  European  pub- 
lic law  from  the  treaiy  of  Luneville,  but 
unfortunately  this  simple  code  which  si- 
lences the  contention  of  so  many  rights,  by 
annihilating  the  powers  that  laid  claim  to 
them,  w^as  not  exempt  from  some  intrica- 
cies at  which  the  simplicity  of  French  jus- 
tice was  so  much  shocked  in  the  former 
system  ;  it  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  Switzerland,  "though  in  the  near  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  great  nation.  The  warm- 
est admiirers  of  the  new  system  must  allow 
this  to  be  a  blemish.  France,  however,  had 
herself  formally  recognized  this  indepen- 
dence, and  Switzerland  had  not  since  then 
r'>minitted  any  act  of  hostility  against 
rranc'j.    But  the  Swiss  people  changed  the 


form  of  government  wliich  ',vas  agreeable  to 
the  chief  Consul,  and  substituted  another,  an 
act  they  had  surely  a  right  to  cio  if  they 
were  independent,  at  least  if  that  word  has 
any  meaning  in  French  Dictionaries.  Buo- 
naparte however,  in  undisguised  violation 
(not  only  of  the  rights  of  others,  but  of  those 
he  himself  had  acknowledged,  and  of  that 
treaty  to  which  he  exacted  Austria's  impli- 
cit adherence)  marched  a  French  army  into 
the  country,  and  has  there  established  a 
motley  administration  of  his  own  making, 
■which  he  calls  a  constitution.  This  part  of 
his  own  code  of  public  law  was  intricate 
and  entangled  :  the  military  legislator  un- 
ravelled it,  as  Alexander  did  the  Gordian 
knot. 

Our  ministers  thought  they  saw  something 
more  warlike  and  Jacobinical  than  they  had 
expected.  Disappointed  in  not  seeing  Buo- 
naparte's nature  softened  by  the  allurements 
of  reviving  commerce,  and  his  brow  smooth- 
ed into  sleek  complaisance  behind  a  counter  *, 
they  again  discovered  "  that  gigantic  and 
hideous  ambition  which  would  revolu- 
tionize all  nations,  and  render  all  people 
tributary  to  France,  f"  "  they  thought  the 
cause  of  Switzerland,  the  common  cause  of 
every  power  that  is  not  a  voluntary  slave  to 
the  inl^uenceof  France,"  ftliey  boldly  rtio/i^m' 
to  assert  the  independence  of  Europe  by  de- 
fending that  of  Switzerland,  and  with  the 
shield  of  Britannia  to  protect  the  cradle  of 
liberty. — And  what  did  they  do.^ — they  sent 
Mr.  Moore  post  haste  to  Constance,  and  he 
returned  by  ea.sy  journeys. — Notwithstand- 
ing this,  however,  Switzerland  was  sub- 
dued. 

Now,  Sir,  is  Mr.  Moore  about  to  make 
another  trip  to  the  Continent  ? — What  new 
exploits  are  we  to  look  for  from  the  vigour 
of  ministerial  councils  ? — It  is  impossible  to 
foresee,  but  we  may  perhaps  guess,  ^*' />^Jt- 
Hereulem. 

Having  discussed  their  vigour,  let  us 
proceed  to  the  next  ground  of  confidence, 
the  abilities  they  have  hitherto  displayed. 

But  these  men  concluded  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  the  cause  of  our  present  etiibar- 
rassed  situation,  that  treaty,  which,  to  bor- 
row the  beautiful  language  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning, has  left  the  country  in  a, slumber,  that 
does  not  recruit  her  strength,  but  harasses 
her  imagination  with  terrific  dreams;  that 
treaty  which  its  authors  themselves  have 
now  found  to  be  fraught  only  with  war, 
and  which  by  the  present  message  they  have 
virtually  avowed  to  be  destitute  of  the  only 
merit   it   ever  claimed  to  procure  repose. — 

*  .See  Mr.  Sheridan's  .Speech  on  the  Peace, 
t  Tiue  Briton,  Oct.  14,  itica. 
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Mr.  Fox  Inileed,  denied  this,  and  any  ar- 
gument supported  by  so  great  a  name  ac- 
quires a  Instre  not  its  own. — "  Are  we  to 
•'  be  told,"  he  exclaimed,  "  that  ministers 
*'  dared  make  no  peace,  because  the  nn- 
*'  seasonable  ambition  of  France  may  now 
"  drive  us  to  hostilities?  Are  we  to  be  told 
"  th:iL  we  must  wage  war  till  we  had  ob- 
"  tained  a  satisfactory  assurance  on  the  part 
'•'  of  the  enemy  of  a  sincere  desire  to  cul- 
"  tivate  the  blessings  of  tranquillity  in  the 
"  true  spirit  of  peace  ?" — In  the/ull  extent 
of  this  principle,  certainly  not.  B-ut  though 
the  want  of  this  satisfactory  assurance  does 
not  altogctbcir  preclude  peace,  yet  does  it 
very  much  reduce  the  value  of  it,  and  ought 
equally  to  lower  the  price  we  are  willing  to 
give.  This  sincere  disposition  to  peace  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  is  indeed,  by  far  the 
most  important  point  to  be  considered}  it  Is 
of  greater  value  than  a  colony  more,  or  a 
sugar  island  less,  because  a  free  nation  like 
(his  seeks  only  honourable  security  at  the 
end  of  war,  and  tlic;  amicable  temper  of  our 
rival  is  a  better  pledge  for  this  than  his  hu- 
miliation. It  was  lacking  ibis,  that  made 
the  cessions  under  the  late  treaty  doubly 
mischievous  to  the  country.  The  peace  of 
Amiens  wanted  this  wholesome  complexion 
vliich  might  promise  its  long  life,  and  its 
hue  admirers  already  feel  that  if  it  is  a 
beauty,  it  is  but  a  candle-light  beauty,  whose 
aitihcial  charms,  though  they  might  please 
vliiie  contemplated  only  by  the  taper  of 
Mr.  Addington's  abilities,  must  fade  away 
before  the  broad  day  of  experience. 

This  general  principle  needs  only  to  be 
fully  stated,  I  should  think,  to  be  acknow- 
ledged.— When  treating  with  a  man  whose 
enmily  was  founded  on  the  interests  of  his 
ambition,  aggravated  by  the  satanic  piide 
of  his  nature,  and  embittered  by  recent  de- 
feat;-—whose  friendship  was  as  fatal  to  some, 
even  as  his  enmity,  whose  abilities,  unre- 
sirained  by  conscience,  were  surpassed  only 
by  his  boundless  ambition,  whose  perhdy 
had  ere  now  stained  the  olive  branch  with 
blood,  and  mixed  poison  in  the  cup  of  peace. 
—In  treating  with  such  a  man,  no  able  mi- 
nister would  make  great  sacrihces  for  peace. 
He  would  see  what  little  dilFerence  there 
was  between  the  enmity  and  friendship  of 
such  a  man,  and  however  anxious  for  tran- 
quillity, yet  wisely  setting  but  little  valwe 
on  the  hollowness  of  such  a  peace,  he  would 
pay  but  a  small  price  for  \t,at  least  he  luouid 
vot  purchase  it  at  an  exorbitant  price. 

Now,  Sir,  this  general  principle  being  ad- 
mitted, we  proceed  to  the  application.  And 
I  will  ask  any  candid  man,  the  minisiers 
themselves,  whether  there  were  aiiy  traits 
in  _the  physiognomy  of  Buor-aparte's   cha- 
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racter  resembling  the  enemy  above  sup- 
posed ? — Whether  in  proportion  to  t};e  pre- 
dominance of  those  features,  the  security, 
and  thereby,  the  value  of  peace  were  not 
reduced? — And  consequently,  whether  we 
should  not  have  been  justified  in  offering 
but  few  cessions  to  obtain  it? — 'Qu\.infa<t, 
whether  we  did  not  make  more  and  greater 
sacrifices,  than  we  had  ever  done  for  any 
peace  since  the  existence  of  the  monarchy  ? 
— Vv^hen  they  have  answered  these  ques- 
tions, let  ministers  tell  us,  whether  having 
paid  this  high  price,  we  are  not  bereft  of 
the  advantages  of  our  contract,  of  the  secu- 
rity which  peace  ought  to  bring,  perhaps, 
plunged  in  a  renewal  of  the  war  i — I'hen 
let  them  say,  if  they  dare  insult  common 
sense  so  much,  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens  is 
not  defective,  which  paid  so  high  a  consi- 
deration for  such  a  paltry  truce  j  or  that 
ihey,  who  concluded  that  treaty,  are  not  to 
blame,  are  not  unworthy  of  confidence,  are 
not  guilty  of  the  calamities  that  now  threat- 
en us. 

Tiie  general  character  of  the  late  peace  is 
ample  proof  of  the  imbecility  of  its  fromers  •, 
but  there  is  one  article  that  even  b'^ggars 
the  rest,  I  mean  that  respecting  I^.Jniia, 
which  was  probably  the  germ  of  our  pre- 
sent embarrassment.  I  grant  wl'  have  no 
right  to  assume  for  certain,  that  iNlaiia  is 
the  point  in  dispute  at  present :  yet  when 
we  consider  that  the  article  which  professed 
to  restore  the  order,  depended  for  its  execu- 
tion on  the  guarantee  of  a  power  not  a  party 
to  the  treaty,  that  that  power  has  refused  its 
guarantee,  and  that  v/e  have  kept  possessioa 
long  after  the  time  fixed  by  the  late  treaty 
for  the  evacuation  of  Malta  h;id  expired  j 
we  must  naturally  conclude,  that  Malta  is 
at  least  one  of  the  questions  in  discussion. — • 
Nor  ought  we  to  wonder  at  this  ;  for  never 
was  any  thing  stipulaled  in  every  part  so 
contradictory  and  impracticable  as  the  iC" 
storation  and  the  patch-work  government  ot 
the  order. 

Tiie  nugatory  nature  of  that  article  was 
proved  long  ago  a  prior],  and  experience 
has  since  confirmed  it.  But  for  a  ministry 
whose  iHoito  was  present  safely,  and  who 
claimed  as  their  chief  ir.eril  the  rc'^toraiioa 
of  peace,  to  leave  an  irapoitant  point  which 
was  virtually  undecided,  which  must  re- 
quire ulterior  negotiation,  and  might  there- 
fore renew  the  war;  and  that  loo  when 
trebling  with  an  ambitious  conqueror  who 
would  never  fear  appealing  to  ihc  sword, 
and  when  ive  paid  dvivn  so  vast  a  price  for 
peace,  seems  little  short  of  mad.iess.  If 
Buonapane  be  hoslilely  inclined,  as  minis- 
ters fear,  what  better  opportunity  can  he 
have  to  colour  over  a  violation  of  ihe  treaty 
R  4 


^95]  '  COBBETT'3  ANN 

than  Malta  affords?  And  to  whom  does  he 
owe  this  opportunity  ?  If  the  Consul  made 
peace  only  to  prepare  for  war,  no  article 
was  ever  better  contrived,  on  which  to  re- 
new ho'itilities,  and  were  it  not  known  of 
•what  mild  elements  our  ministry  is  com- 
posed, it  would  be  natural  to  conclude,  that 
they  made  peace  with  the  same  perfidious 
intention. — Of  this  however,  all  Europe 
■will  acquit  them,  and,  even  should  tliey  re- 
new the  war,  very  justly  conclude,  that  they 
did  it  by  accident. 

Sir,  these  .-irguments  against  the  treaty 
in  general,  and  the  article  respecting  INIalta 
are  not  new.  Mr.  Addington  and  his  col- 
leagues have  repeatedly  heard  them  urged 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  at  the  lime 
they  concluded  this  peace.  They  cannot 
plead  ignorance,  they  sinned  against  the 
country  with  the  truth  before  them. — And 
now  they  come  to  ask  for  confidence  on  the 
very  occasion  that  proves  them  unworthy  of 
it-. 

We  cannot  expect  that  those  who  sacri- 
ficed so  much,  and  obtained  only  a  precarious 
truce,  will  now  conclude  an  arrangement 
that  may  hush  all  disputes  without  degrada- 
tion; or  that  the  projectors  of  Mr.  Moore's  ex- 
pedition will  not  commit  the  honour  of  the 
nation  by  menaces  made  only  to  be  aban- 
doned, and  by  armaments  fitted  out  with 
much  noise  and  bluster,  only  to  publish 
inore  completely  our  subsequent  submission. 
This  last,  I  own  Sir,  is  what  I  dread.  Mi- 
nisters 1  see  assume  a  threatening  attitude, 
and  strut  the  militia  through  the  kingdom  ; 
but  I  fear,  if  they  remain  in  ofhce,  they  will 
fiOon  he  planet  struck  and  submit.  Our  pre- 
mier, may  perhaps,  attempt  the  part  of  the 
'  bold  thunder,"  while  his  noble  colleague 
may  perform  the  "  brisk  lightning;"  but 
neither,  I  believe,  will  surpass  Mr.  Bayes's  ac- 
tors in  the  Rehearsal ;  nor  much  intimidate 
the  hero  of  Jati'a,  who,  once  cradled  the  rock- 
ing elements  of  civil  discord,  n(nv  "  rides  on 
the  whirlwind  and  directs  the  storm." — Tiie 
authors  of  the  late  peace  will  soon  relapse 
into  timidity  under  the  name  of  confidence  ; 
and  discover  the  virtues  of  Buonaparte  where 
they  first  found  them,  in  their  own  weak- 
ness. For,  had  they  judged  of  the  reliance 
to  be  placed  on  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  by 
the  character  of  the  other  contracting  party, 
iiad  they  estimated  Ins  character  by  his  ac- 
tions, and  his  future  conduct  by  his  past, 
they  would  not  have  committed  this  country 
TO  his  faith  or  his  moderation.  If  the  nation 
tries  them  by  the  same  standard,  it  will  not 
repose  the  trust  they  claim;  it  will  support 
the  King  against  his  enemies,  but  it  will  be- 
seech him  to  call  another  to  the  field,  nor 
entrust  Lhc  banner  of  national  honour  to  a 
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hand,  which,  too  feeble  to  wield  the  sword, 
will  unfurl  the  ensign,  only  to  lay  it  pros- 
trate at  the  ieet  of  a  haughty  rival. 

I  am  Sir,  &c.     X. 


ON    ENGLAND. 

From  the  Pari:  Journal,  calif d  the  "  Journal  du 
Commerce.,'^  of  March  IS,  1S03. 
Tlic  peace  of  Europe  is  the  act  of  the  French 
Government.  After  so  dreadful  a  war  it  was, 
no  doubt,  the  most  splendid  favour  which  could 
ever  be  conferred  on  long  suffering  humanity  ; 
and  cotemporaries  will  indubitably,  in  this  re- 
spect, anticipate  the  judgment  both  of  the  histo- 
rian and  posterity  at  large — it  required  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  ability  to  divert  Paul  I.  from 
his  cruel  and  long  existuig  prejudices,  and  to 
detach  him  from  a  coalition  to  which  he  must 
have  been  the  more  devoted,  as  he  was  pecu- 
liarly influenced  by  romantic  sentiments  of  ho- 
nour and  glory  ;  this  was  the  first  measure 
adopted  for  carrying  into  execution  a  system  not 
less  bold  than  great,  namely,  -of  urging,  (as  it 
Were,  between  France  and  Russia)  the  bellige- 
rent powers,  and  compelling  them  to  make  peace, 
and  expedite  the  execution  of  former  treaties — 
that  conception,  vv'luch  has  already  proved  so 
beneficial  in  its  consequences,  was  the  most 
powerful  (juaraniee  which  had  ever  been  given  to 
Europe  of  a  solid  and  permanent  peace. — Eng- 
land iiad  twice  imposed  upon  us — Lord  Corn- 
^vaIlis  would  have  perhaps  given  us  a  repetition 
of  the  part  which  Malmesbury  had  played — 
t!ie  circle  of  Popilius  was  drawn,  and  the  1  reaty 
was  concluded. — A  message  from  the  King  of 
England  to  the  House  of  Conunons  throws  a 
dark  slwde  over  the  Peace,  which  was  so  much 
wished  for,  over  this  Peace,  which  is  as  neces- 
sary for  his  own  subjects,  as  for  the  other  nations 
of  Europe. — Now  what  does  this  same  Message 
contain  ?  What  relates  to  heads  of  nations  is  to^ 
be  spoken  of  with  great  circumspection  and  rc- 
sjiect — supposing  even  that  ridicule  were  to  at- 
tach to  their  decrees,  a  different  conduct  would 
be  attended  with  serious  consequences  ;  on  such 
occasions,  jesting  must  be  out. of  the  question. — 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  thinks  it  necessary 
to  inform  the  House  of  Commons  that,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  preparations  carrying  on  in 
the  Ports  of  France  and  Holland,  he  deems  it 
expedient  to  resort  to  measures  of  precaution 
for  the  safety  of  his  dominions.— -V\'e  can  nei- 
ther deny  nor  dissemble  the  state  in  which  our 
Navy  and  that  of  Holland  stood  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war — a  Nation  should  possess  a  military 
power  in  propoition  to  the  extent  of  its  territory, 
and  of  its  commercial  relations,  as  well  as  to  the 
force  which  may  eventually  be  brought  against 
it — the  first  care,  therefore,  of  our  Government 
should  have  been  to  restore  our  navy.  The  Bri- 
tish Government  did  not,  to  be  sure,  consider  it 
wMs  implied  in  the  treaty  that  it  could,  at  will, 
set  limits  to  the  number  of  our  ships,  and  send 
over  a  Commissary  to  the  port  of  Dunkirk  !  — 
Those  days  are  gone  by.  Why  then  this  uneasi- 
ness with  regard  to  a  Government  which  aimed 
so  cordially  at  peace,  which  negotiated  it  with 
all  its  means,  which  commanded  it  v.'ith  a!!  its 
power,  a  pcacs  which  became  so  necessary  for 
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all  Europe,  perishing  by  a  war,  as  inveterate  as 
it  was  unreasonable? — For  the  better  understand- 
ing of  this  mesiagc,  we  think  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  translate  it  into  other  words.  V/hat 
would  be  said  of-the  French  Government,  it"  it 
transmitted  the  following  message  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Body  ? — Government  deems  it  necessary  to 
inform  the  Legislative  Body  that,  as  the  British 
Government  does  not  burn  at  least  one  half  of 
its  navy  ;  that  as  a  certain  degree  of  bustle  pre- 
vails in  the  British  ports,  arsenals  and  dock 
yards  ; — and  because  it  does  not  execute  the 
treaties,  Sec.  it  judges  it  to  be  prudent  to  adopt 
measures  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of  the 
State,  '&c. — There  is  certainly  no  difference  be- 
tween calling  for  the  reduction  of  an  existing 
force,  or  pretending  to  prevent  the  creation  of  a 
necessary  force  ;  but  there  would  be  a  difference 
with  respect  to  the  Gcjvernmcnts  \\hich  would 
hold  such  language,  and  France  might  allege 
motives,  which  would  not,  perhaps,  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  the  British  Government,  for  we 
might  repeat,  it  was  the  French  who  v/i^hed  for, 
and  who  actually  made  and  commanded  peace  ; 
it  was  you,  British  Government,  that  wished  for 
war — it  is  you  then  who  arc  to  be  suspected, 
and  who  are  calculated  to  awaken  alarm.  —  Eng- 
land is  borne  down  by  an  enormous  debt,  and  she 
wishes  to  make  us  pay  the  interest  of  it,  as  well 
as  the  capital,,  by  the  means  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce, drawn  up  in  a  certain  way  —  It  is  very 
good  natured  of  her  to  make  dupes  of  us  I  We 
think,  however,  that  if  Europe  has  no  right  to 
consider  us  as  cowards,  she  can  aduce  no  reasons 
to  prove  us  to  be  fools.  After  having  conquered 
with  our  arms;  after  having  negotiated  with 
equal  ability,  foresight,  magnanimity,  and  reso- 
lution, it  must  be  supposed  that  a  Government 
which  was  capable  of  such  achievements,  would 
have  greatly  degenerated,  if  it  consented  at  once 
to  pay,  indirectly,  the  expenses  of  the  war  which 
WdS  waged  against  us,  and  to  furnish  the  means 
of  renewing  it  ! — The  ptriod  must  come  when 
Governments,  as  well  as  individuals,  will  do  each 
other  justice,  and  consent,  through  their  own 
exertions,  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  em- 
barrassment, however  great,  and  into  wliich  their 
own  imprudence  plunged  them,  under  pain  of 
falling  into  a  worse  and  more  unenviable  predi- 
cament. 
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It  is  in   these  tv»'o   assumed  privileges,  and  in   thei*^ 
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Fiam  the  Piiiis  J-Mrnul,  called  the  "  Journal  des  Dcbdts," 
cf  March  19,  1803. 

Enp;Iand  has  created  two  singular  privile2;es  for 
itself:  the  first,  in  considering  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  world  as  its  excluMve  property  ;  the  second, 
in  indulging  itself  in  the  boldest  d  scussions  on  the 
conduct  of  all  governnients,  and  in  treaiing'  them 
with  an  insolence  ot  lun;j;uage  often  insufTeri^.ble. 
All  the  nations  of  Europe  have  been  grossly  insulted 
in  the  debates  of  the  t'nglish  Parliament  since  the 
treaty  of  Amiens.  No  person  can  deny  this  asser- 
tion, which  is  proved  by  the  public  journals.  Hy 
virtue  of  the  first  privilege,  England  never  patiently 
suffers  any  nation  to  extend  its  conimetce  ;  by  the 
second,  it  considers  the  slightest  observations,  of 
other  governments  on  their  privileges,  as  an  attack 
upon  its  dignity  ;  its  (iride  is  even  cffcnded  when  its 
xj\v&  declarations  are  lepcutcJ   by   any  other  nation. 


consequences,  that  the  cause  of  the  present  extra- 
ordinary conduct  of  the  British  Minister  must  be 
sought ;  for  it  is  imposssble  that  any  thing  new  could, 
have  occurred  in  the  negotiations. — Let  us  take  a 
reviev.',  in  a  few  words,  of  what  has  passed  since 
the  meeting  of  Parliament.  In  his  speech,  on 
opening  the  session,  the  King  did  not  alfirm  that -his 
conduct  towards  France  should  be  regulated  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  but  by  the  situa- 
tion of  Europe.  Tliis  was  to  announce  clearly,  that 
the  treaty  (of  which  his  Majesty  took  no  notice) 
either  should  or  should  not  be  executed,  according 
to  circumstances. — The  party,  which  disapproved  of 
the  peace,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  indecorous 
charges  on  France,  loudly  demanded  the  non-exe- 
cution of  the  treaty,  in  censuring  the  ministers  for 
having  concluded  it.  I  lave  tlie  ministers  denied  the 
possibility  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  and  the  dis- 
graceful idea  of  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties? 
No;  they  justified  the  jjeace  with  timidity;  they 
claimed  thanks  for  having  concluded  it  ;  and  they 
positively  declared,  that  they  would  take  the  first 
favourable  opportunity  of  renewing  the  war.  Lord 
Hawkesbury  urged  no  objection  against  war,  but 
the  danger  of  undertaking  it  without  continental 
alliances ;  no  member  of  administration  objected 
that  the  national  honour  was  pledged  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  treaties ;  and  the  minister  himself,  at 
length  avowing  that  he  hesitated  between  peace  and 
war,  has  demanded  an  establishment  bordering  upon 
both  ;  that  is  to  say  double  the  peace  establish- 
ment. Such  has  been  the  conduct  of  England 
since  the  treaty  of  Amiens  ;  and  it  may  be  asserted 
upon  good  grounds,  that  the  part  in  that  country 
most  inclined  to  peace,  was  that,  which  wished  to 
gain  time  to  sound  the  dispositions  of  the  powers  of 
Europe  before  they  appealed  to  arms. — The  French 
government  has  not  uttered  a  complaint,  but,  leaving 
wholly  to  the  English  the  liberty  of  discussing  a 
treaty,  which  all  parties  had  originally  approved  of, 
has  confined  itself  to  the  cordial  execution  of  the 
articles  agreed  on. — Three  months  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  English  Parliament,  the  session  of  the 
Legislative  Body  commenced  in  France  :  the  go- 
vernment presented  a  review  of  the  situation  of  the 
Republic;  and,  according  to  custom,  published  to 
the  nation  the  state  of  its  relations.  As  the  whole 
world  saw  and  was  acquainted  with  it,  it  was  una- 
voidable to  say,  that  the  contending  parties  of  Eng- 
land left  the  question  of  peace  or  war  in  the  same 
uncertainty  ;  and  that  Malta  had  not  been  evacuated, 
though  it  ought  three  months  after  the  signing  of 
the  treaty.  This  public  fact  was  mentioned  with 
all  the  decorum  which  nations  owe  each  other,  even 
in  their  differences  ;  and  all  that  regarded  England 
in  the  review  of  the  situation  of  France,  was  so  far 
from  any  hostile  disposition,  that  it  concluded  with 
the  followina^entence  :  "  Yes.  no  doubt,  peace  will 
"  every  day  be  more  consolidated  ;  the  relations  of 
"  the  two  governments  will  assume  that  character 
"  of  benevolence  which  accords  with  their  recipro- 
"  cal  interests.  A  happv  repose  will  obliterate  the 
"  long  calamities  of  a  disasirous  war  ;  and  both. 
"  France  and  England,  in  promoting  their  mutual 
'■  happiness,  will  deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  whole 
"  world.'" — The  French,  who  all  remember  how 
many  prospects  of  peace  and  happiness  tiie  review 
of  the  situation  of  France  presented  by  the  govern- 
ment gave  rise  to,  will  scarcely  believe  that  it  could 
become,  with  respect  to  England,  an  appeal  to  op- 
pression, to  invasion,  and  to  arms. — We  well  know 
that  the  state  of  our  finances  has  struck  the  English 
with  astonishment ;  they  bavt;  not  known  France 
s:n;e  they  regatJsd  it  but  v.iwi  tm;mosity,  v.-bilst 
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vre  Rnow  Eng;land  better  than  ever,  because  we 
■view  it  without  jealousy,  as  welt  as  without  adnii- 
lation.  We  know  also,  that  the  revival  of  our  com- 
merce, the  activity  which  the  First  Magistrate  im- 
parts to  the  nation,  our  mutual  confidence,  the 
prodigious  eflccts  of  a  single  year  of  peace,  must  be 
displeasing  to  the  English  nation  ;  but  the  senti- 
r.ients  of  envy  so  natural  to  every  people,  exclusively 
conimercial,  cannot  sufficiently  explain  the  conduct 
of  the  En^f^lish  minister.  "  What  is  it  then  in  the 
review  of  the  situation  of  our  country  that  could  give 
him  so  much  annoyance?"  Could  it  be  this  expres- 
sion— "  The  maritime  peace  is  the  want  and  desire 
of  all  nations  ;  to  preserve  that,  the  government  will 
do  every  thing  compatible  with  the  national  honour 
essentially  connected  with  the  rigid  execution  of 
treaties?" — ^To  demand  the  rigid  execution  of  trea- 
ties, and  to  niake  that  the  foundation  of  national 
honour,  is  this  to  be  guilty  of  blasphemy  ?  Is  this 
to  threaten  war  ?  Is  it  not  rather  according  to  the 
consent  of  all  nations  to  speak  m  favour  of  morality, 
of  true  policy,  and  of  peace  ?  and  must  not  England 
have  seriously  determined  beforeh'ind  to  tail  in  the 
execution  of  treaties,  thus  livelilv  to  be  alarmed  at 
a  demand  of  the  rigid  execution  of  them?  Incase 
even  that  political  motives  should  induce  the  I'Yench 
government  to  m^odify  with  good  v\  ill  the  articles  of 
any  treaty  whatsoever,  so  far  as  it  saw  no  necessity 
for  them,  so  far  as  it  had  not  accepted  any  compen- 
sation ;  in  a  word,  so  far  as  it  had  come  to  no  posi- 
tive or  publicly  declared  resolution  ;  is  it  not  its  duty 
in  addressing  itself  to  France  to  make  the  rigid  exe- 
cution of  known  treaties  the  basis  of  national  honour? 
In  fact,  it  is  only  in  the  English  Parliament,  that 
the  safety  of  the  state  and  the  national  honour 
can  be  supported  on  contrary  principles  ;  but  it 
■was  chiehy  v.'ithin  the  last  year,  that  the  falsest 
principles  of  politics  became  so  prevalent  in  England, 
that  a  minister  was  heard  to  affirm,  in  a  full  house, 
even  at  the  time  he  acknowledged  the  want  of  coti- 
tincnta!  alliances — "  It  is  true,  war  on  the  Continent 
is  often  unsuccessful  to  our  allies,  but  it  is  always 
advantageous  to  us." — The  English  minister,  ^^■ho 
had  till  then  been  content  to  apologiss  for  the 
peace,  which  he  concluded  with  the  approbation  of 
the  whole  nation,  takes  advantage  of  a  very  innocent 
phra=e,  addre:sssd  by  the  head  of  the  French  govern- 
xiier.t  to  the  French  people.  Every  thing  is  carried 
on  with  such  rapidity,  that  the  King  is  scarcely 
allowed  time  to  return  to  London  to  subscribe  the 
message,  on  a  project  Of  invasion,  which  existed 
only  in  the  heads  of  tliose  who  desired  to  excite  an 
alarm  in  England,  which  they  felt  not  themselves. 
The  English  m.ust  have  very  soon  lost  the  practice  of 
■watching  the  ports  of  France,  to  be  ignorant  that 
there  was  neither  completed,  nor  preparing,  any 
hostile  arm^ament  in  them. — This  message,  succeeded 
Ijy  a  demand  of  10,000  seamen,  in  addition  to  the 
50^000  already  granted  by  Parliament,  was  produced 
with  such  precipitancy,  that  the  public  funds  fell  15 
percent.;  a  circumstance  unexampled  in  England, 
■without  parallel  in  ar.y  country  under  an  able  mi- 
nister, because,  the  art  of  government  consists  in 
avoiding  the  shock,  whenever  so  great  an  alarm  as 
the  formidable  possibility  of  war  is  given  ;  it  apprises 
the  holders  of  stock  ;  it  avails  itself,  in  support  of 
the  public  credit,  of  the  numberles3  means  that  are 
always  in  its  power,  and  it  succeeds  in  rtgukumg  the 
motions  of  the  public  funds.  In  a  country,  where, 
as  in  England,  the  finances  depend  entirely  on  opi- 
nion, it  does  much  more  injury  to  lower  the  funds 
15  per  cent,  than  the  certainty  of  the  pretended  ar- 
maments in  the  ports  ot  France  and  Holland  couid. 
What  will  be  the  issue  of  such  inexplicable  conduct? 
It  would  be  difficuii  iu  decide. 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


Cape  of  Good  tlipe. — Al'tu-hs  of  Agreerm-nt — Con- 
eluded  this  Z\it  Day  of  Di-cwler,  190-2,  bet-ween 
Co'onel  Hamilton,  Deputy  Quai  ter  Master  General^ 
and  John  Prhrj^/i-,  Esq.  C  crrrnUsary-Genei  al,  duly  au- 
ih'-Aix.'dfor  that  purpose  by  their  ExcelUiicles  Litute- 
Ttarit-Gitteral  Dundai,  and  Vtc- Admiral  Sir  R'-^'r 
Curtis,  Bart,  en  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  ; 
and  Rear- Admiral  S.  Dekkcr,  Cotnmander  in  Chief  of 
the  Batavian  Fleet  for  the  East  Indies,  and  Colonel 
Henry,  Commander  of  the  Cape  Garrison,  also  duly 
authorized  by  his  Excellency  the  Commissary -Geneial 
De  Mist,  on  t'f.c  pjyt  of  tne  Batavian  Rpu'lic. 
Article  I.  Every  thing  shall  be  considered  as 
remaining  on  the  same  footing  that  was  «tipulattd 
by  mutual  assent  this  morning,  before  the  arrival 
of  the  orders  of  his  Biitannie  Majesty. — Rem.^rk. 
The  LieutenHnt-Governor  agrees  to  this  proposi- 
tion, v.'ithout  any  prejudice,  however,  to  the  full 
exercise  of  his  authority  in  all  points  whatever, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  he  has  rccived. — Art.  II. 
Tlie  Commissary-General  de  Mist  shall  be  at  li- 
berty to  encamp  or  canton  the  Batavian  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Town,  and  to  se- 
lect for  that  purpo.ve  the  most  convenient  [josition 
for  the  health,  safety,  and  accommodation  of  these 
troops. — Rcmaik.  They  shall  encamp  or  canton 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  U^ynlierg,  and  it  is  to 
be  understood  that  they  are  not  to  move  from 
thence  beyond  the  usual  distance  allowed  in  a 
camp,  without  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of 
the  Lieutenant-governor. — Art.  111.  Their  Ex- 
cellencie.«  shall  not  hinder  the  free  transport  of 
baggage,  arms,  and  every  thing  else  necessary  for 
encamping  or  cantoning  the  troops. — Remark. 
Agreed  to,  provided  that  not  more  than  8  field 
pieces  (6  pounders)  shall  be  carried  to  camp. — 
Art.  IV.  A  free  communication  shall  be  allowed 
witli  the  Batavian  ships,  whether  of  war  or  tran- 
sport, now  in  the  Bay,  or  which  may  arrive  here- 
after ;  and  no  impediment  shall  be  made  to  the 
disembarkation  of  any  troops  that  may  still  ar- 
rive, or  to  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  baggage. 
— Remark.  Agreed  to,  in  consequence  of  the  or- 
ders received  from  his  Britannic  Slajcsty  to  avoid 
any  possible  step  which  could  lead  to  even  the 
apprehension  of  an  hostile  motive,  but  only  sa 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  troops  intended  for  the 
garrison  of  the  Cape. — Art.  V.  All  Batavian  ships, 
whether  of  war,  transpoit,  or  commerce,  shall 
have  peimission  to  prosecute  their  voyages,  or  to 
return  to  Europe,  according  to  tlie  oidtrs  tliey 
may  have  on  this  subject,  and  which  the  Com- 
mi.'isary- General  shall  deem  necessary  to  give 
them. — Remark.  Agreed  to.  —  Art.  VI.  In  case 
his  Excellency,  Lieutenant-Getieial  Dundas,  shall 
receive  any  orders  from  Europe  relative  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  he  shall  communicate 
tiiem  to  the  Comir.issary-General;  and  in  the 
event  of  these  orders  leading  to  acts  of  hostility, 
he  engages  to  give  the  Commissary-General  eight 
days  previous  notice,  in  order  that  he  may  take 
such  measures,  eiiher  for  remaining  in,  or  leaving 
this  colony,  vviili  every  person  and  thing  under  his 
orders,  as  be  necessary,  enjjaging  himscll  to  act 
reciprocally  in  this  respect  towards  his  excellency. 
— Remark.  Agreed  to,  it  being  clearly  understoo-i, 
that  the  privilege  of  eitiier  s-taying  in,  or  leaving, 
the  colony,  with  every  thing  belonging  to  Ins 
Majesty  or  individuals,  is  equally  left  to  the 
option  of  tlicir  Kxcellencies. — Art.  VII.  The  only 
object  of  the  present  agreement  being  the  main- 
tenance of  good  Older,  the  Commissary-General 
gf  the  Baiavian  Republic  promises  to  do  every 
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thing  that  dej>cnds  on  him  to  prevent  disturb- 
ances, or  any  act  which  might  disturb  the  public 
peace  in  the  district  where  the  troops  may  be 
stationed. — Reriark.  Tlieir  Excellencies  will  most 
cordially  concur  in  carrying  into  etFtct  the  ob- 
ject of  this  article. — Art.  VIII.  To  ensure  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops  of  the  two  nations,  the 
Lientenant-Goveiror  sliall  in  no  manner  hir.der 
the  supply  of  the  B-itavian  troops,  as  the  Com- 
missary-General of  the  ISacaviau  Republic,  on 
his  part,  will  in  no  way  interfere  or  prevent  sup- 
j.ilies  from  the  intcii'jr  J!oing  into  Cape  Town. — 
Reiirnk.  Agreed  to  in  the  terms  ol  the  preceding 
article. — Art.  IX.  None  of  tlitse  arrangements 
shall  he  interpreted  at  any  time  against  the  Ba- 
taviaii  ReiJiiblic,  or  against  the  Commissary-Ge- 
neral, as  abandoning  in  any  shape  the  clear  right 
that  the  peace  of  Amiens  has  given  them  to  the 
cessif)ii  ot  iliis  colony. — Remark.  C.'eitainly  not. 
— Art,  X.  Sending  detachments  to  hinder  any  dis- 
turbances in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  camp,  or 
to  constrain  the  Hottentots,  as  well  as  for  the 
escort  of  provisions,  either  to  the  Batavian  Camp 
or  to  Cape  Town,  shall  not  be  considered  as  mov- 
ing the  troops  from  the  position  fixed  upon.  The 
Bacavian  troops  shall  not  return  to  Cape  Town 
during  this  agreement,  neither  shall  the  English 
troops  take  up  any  position  out  of  the  castle  or 
forts,  which  can  molest  the  Batavian  camp  in 
any  manner. — Remark.  Agreed  to,  provided  such 
disturbances  either  threaten  or  have  actually 
taken  place,  and  that  the  safe-guards  for  wag- 
gons, &c.  do  not  exceed  what  is  usual  for  such 
purposes. — Art.  XI.  In  case  of  any  doubt.s  or  dif- 
ficulties arising  concerning  the  true  meaning  of 
the  present  agreement,  they  shall  be  explained  in 
the  most  advantageous  manner  for  carrying  into 
efFect  the  salutary  motives  which  have  induced 
their  Excellencies  and  the  Commissary- General  of 
the  Batavian  Republic  to  enter  into  it ;  and  more 
especially  for  cn.'^uring  to  the  Commissary-Ge- 
neral, the  Governor  and  General  in  Chief,  and  the 
officers  civil  and  military,  the  greatest  security, 
liberty  and  independence.  The  whole  in  oider  to 
cement  more  strongly  the  good  intelligence  so 
Jiappily  established  between  their  Excellencies 
and  the  Commissary  General  of  the  Batavian  Re- 
public.— Remark.  Fully  agreed  to. 

Govc'Tintenl  Proclamation. — By  his   Honour  Lieuteuani- 
ijenc  al  Francis    DunJiis,    Colonel   of  his    Majesty's 
Scotch    Brigade,     Governor,  dieting    Governor,    and 
Commander  in  Chief  oj  his  M-yesty's  Castle,  Toivn,  and 
Settlement  of  the  (-ape  oJ'  Good  Hope,  in  South  Africa, 
and  of  the  Territories   and   Dependencies  thenof,    and 
Ordinary  and  Vice-Adrniral  of  the  same. 
VViiereas  tt»e  circumstances  that  have  lately  oc- 
curred might  excite  in  the  breasts  of  the   ill-dis- 
poced  part  of  the  community,  opinions   and    de- 
signs prejudicial  to  the  public  welfare  and  repose  ; 
and  whereas  any  attempts  originating  from  such 
opinions  and  designs  to  interrupt  the  public  peace, 
can  have  no  other  ciTect  than  to  produce  disorder 
and  confusion,  misery  and  ruin;   the   destruction 
of  lamilies,  and  a  general   desolation  in  the  coun- 
try :   in  order  to  picvent,  as  far  as  possible,   such 
direful  consequences,  I  do  hereby  prohibit,  in  the 
most  positive  manner,  on  pain   of  prompt   execu- 
tion of  military  law,    which   by  virtue   of  powers 
.in  me  vested,  1  do  hereby  proclaim,   all   assembla- 
ges of  armed   peasants,  or   other   inhabitants   of 
any  description  whatsoever,  unless  by  my  autho 
rity  and  commands,  conveyed  in   the  usual  man- 
ner to  the  Landro5t8    or  other    olEcers    properly 
qualified  to  isiue  the  same.     And  all  the  inlu^bi- 


tants  of  this  settlement,  hound  by  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance they  have  taken  to  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
ate  hereby  warned  of  the  fatal  consequences  that 
must  inevitably  ensue  to  themselves,  their  fa- 
milies, and  property,  by  any  deviation  from  thii 
pnblicoider.it  being  my  positive  resolution  to 
enforce  a  strict  and  literal  obedience  to  the  same. 
— And  whereas  it  is  expedient,  during  the  present 
state  of  the  settlement,  that  the  inhabitants  iu 
general,  both  of  Cape  Town  and  the  country  dis- 
tricts, should  not  be  [)ermittetl  to  quit  their  ha- 
bitations, )  i\i:t  further  forbid  all  persons  residing 
ill  this  town  from  leaving  the  same  with  their  fii- 
milies,  for  the  purpose  of  changing  their  places  of 
abode,  without  my  special  leave  and  authority; 
and  those  of  the  country  districts  withotit  the 
knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  respective 
Lan^lrOits  and  Heemraaden. — Given  under  my 
hand  and  seal  at  theca.stle  of  Good  Hope,  this  ad 
day  of  January,  1803. — (Signc-d)  fm/uis  Dundui, 
By  command  of  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  and 
acting  Governor. — -4.  Barnard,  Sec. 

rOREIGN     OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 

Napper  Tandv' s  Second  Letter  to  Mr.  Elliot. — 
For  the  First  see  /> .  3  ti  1 . 
Sir — Eight  weeks  have  passed  since  I  wrote 
to  you.  My  request  has  been  neither  accepted 
nor  even  acknowledged.  I  now  appeal  to  the 
public  for  my  revenge  against  your  attack.  Had 
the  condition  of  mv  unfortunate  country  been  the 
subject  of  the  debate,  there  might  have  b^cii 
room  perhaps  for  allusions  to  my  name  ;  but  that 
was  not  the  case.  The  debate  was  respecting  a 
I  tax  to  be  imposed  on  Great  Britain,  in  whch,  ias 
citizen  of  France,  could  be,  upon  no  fair  pre- 
tence, brought  in.  The  bisencss  of  such  conduct 
must  be  striking  to  the  whole  world.  A  brave 
man  would  never  attack  the  defenceless  nor  the 
absent.  In  my  letter  I  scrupulously  avoided  ail 
retort  against  you.  I  used  no  expression  that 
could  hurt  the  feelings  of  a  man  of  honour, 
though  in  so  doing  I  might  have  been  justified  by 
your  example.  I  simply  made  that  appeal,  to 
which  every  man  has  a  right,  when  his  honour 
is  injured.  Hut  since  you  take  your  stand  be- 
hind certain  indefinite  privileges,  behind  the  ex- 
travagant idea,  that  a  member  of  the  British  Par- 
liament.  1   am   now   forced  to  declare, 

after  this  explanation  of  your  conduct,  that  Mr. 

Elliot  is (The  words  here  made  use  of  we 

shall  not  insert.) 

(Signed)  NArPERXANDY. 

Decree  of  the  Captain-General  and  Colonial  Prefect  of 
Martinico,  relative  to  the  Duties  on  Fiench  and  FO' 
reign  Merchandixe,  issued  the  lit  Jan.  I  803. 
French  merchandize  shall  pay  no  import  nor 
export  duty. — Foreign  vessels  shall  pay  an  import 
duty  of  tw'o  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  their  cargo. 
—  Foreign  vessels  clearing  outwards  with  a  lading 
of  rum  and  molasses  sh^^ll  pay  a  duty  of  two  pet- 
cent,  ad  valcrtm. —  Foreign  vessels  entering  with  a 
cargo,  and  depaiting  in  ballast  shall  p;iy  9  per 
cent,  on  the  value  ot  their  imports.  — Such  of  the 
said  vcs.'-els  as  sail  without  a  complete  cargo,  or 
with  one  not  equal  in  v.iii;c  to  the  c.irgo  imported, 
shall  pnv  9  per  cent,  on  such  part  of  the  proceeds 
as  shall  not  be  laid  out  in  the  purchas.'  of  colonial 
pi-oduce.  —  Sp-mirdi  vessel;  are  exempted  from  liU 
import  and  txport  duties. 
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Decree  of  the  Bntnv'inn  Lcgislatwe,  relafi-je  to  the  mode 
of  the  Repayment  c.f  the  Bctla",:!an  Reicriptr.ns,  p.-iy- 
^1>L  after  the  Peace. 

The  Lcj^i'^lativc  Body  of  the  Bataviaii  Rtpublic 
iinvinn  deliberated  on  the  Message  of  the  Govern- 
ricntT  dated  llth  Feb.  1803,  h;is  thought  propci', 
in  conformity  with  the  proposition  contained  in 
the  said  Message,  to  -luthorise  the  Government, 
i'.t,  to  con^iJei  as  void,  tlie  5th  article  of  the  law 
of  the  14th  of  Jan.  la^t,  according  to  which  the 
BatJvian  re';criptions,  payable  aticr  the  peace, 
which  should  not  have  been  negotiated  away  he- 
fore  the  lid  of  Sept.  this  year,  should  be  convert- 
ed into  national  debt  not  payable  ;  2d,  to  offer 
the  holders  of  these  rescriptions,  who  wish  to  vest 
them  in  the  voluntary  loan,  the  same  terms  wdiich 
sre  otTfered  to  the  holders  of  India  Stock,  compris- 
ing the  following  advantages,  viz.  for  loco  floriiis 
in  Rescriptions  or  India  Stock,  and  8no  florins  in 
cash.  3000  florins  in  National  Obligations,  pro- 
ducing 5  per  cent,  perpetual  interest.  Also  a  re- 
ceipt for  50  florins,  in  addition  to  which  150  flo- 
rins in  cash  will  procure  a  share  of  400  florins  in 
the  loan  to  be  raised  by  lottery  according  to  the 
plan  annexed  to  the  vobnitary  loan  of  1802;  these 
shares  to  be  converted  into  a  national  debt,  bear- 
ing interest  of  if  per  cent. 

nOMESTIC    OFIICIAL     PAPEKS. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  nJJresseJ  ly  the  Secretary  r,f  S/atefor 
the  Home  Department,  to'thc  Lord  L'leutenanls  of  the 
Miir'it'ime  Counter  in  Great  Britain. — Jf'h'iteJtail,  Qt/i 
March  f  1  S03. 
'     My  Lord, — As    there   is    reason    to   think   tliat 
aliens  landing   in  this   kingdom    from    the  conti- 
nent, neglect  in  many  instances  to  make  their  de- 
clarations to  the  maciistrates   of  the  places   where 
they   leside,   as  required  by  the  provi.-ions  of  the 
(;th  and  10th  clauses   of  the  Alien  Act,   a  copy  of 
■which  I  inclose,   1  am  to   request  that  your  Lord- 
ship will  be  so  good  as    to   call   the    particular  at- 
tention of  the  magistrates  in  the  county  of 
to  this  eirciimstace,  and  to  desire  them  to  enforce 
the    provifions    of  the   above-mentioned  clauses 
■with  respect  to    such   aliens  within    their    several 
'  jurisdictions  as  have  itcglected    to   comply  thtre- 
ivich,  and  at    the  same  time  to  return  to  me  a  list 
of  such  aliens.  — I  am,  &c. —  Felham. 

The  Lord  J,i(-urenaut  of  the  county  of 
•      (Circular." — Downiug-Strcet,  March        iSr.T. — 
I   have   the    iioncur   to  herewith    his 

Majesty's  warr.nnr,  directing  to  diaw 

out   and  embodv    the    Militia   of   tlie    county    of 
ar;d    I   hr.ve  received   his    P.Lijesty's 
commands,  to  desire  that  _  will  take 

the  necessary  steps  for  carrving  this  measure  into 
execution  With  ihc  lea.-t  possible  delay. — 1  am  fur- 
ther to  desire  chat  will  cause  the  earliest 
communication  of  the  day  and  place  ■which  may 
be  appointed  I'oi  the  a.- cabling  of  the  Mil.tia  of 
the  county  of  to  be  mace  to  the  Se- 
pretary  a'l  War,  in  order  that  directions  may  be 
given  tor  the  issue  of  the  pay  of  the  men,  and 
■  that  such  othci  arrangements  may  be  made,  on 
th.is  occasion,  as  mcM-e  immediately  belong  to  his 
department. — 1  conclude  that  the  intimation  con- 
■«eyed  in  the  Secretary  of  VN'ar's  circular  letter, 
of  the  6tii  of  November  last,  to  the  several  com 
rianding  oliiccrs  of  Mihtia,  lespecting  the  arms 
and  accoutrements  tV/r  the  ditierent  corps,  has 
been  duly  attended  to;  but,  in  case  the  number 
necessary  fi'r  tlit  Militia  should 
be  incomplete,  immedi>;fe  application  must  be 
aiadeiw  the  Board  of  Orduance   fyr  the  cjuantity 


of  arms,  and  to  the  War-Oifice  .respecting  the 
accoutrements  that  are  still  deficient. — In  the 
event  of  the  Militia  of  the  counter  of  not 

being  complete,  I  am  directed  by  his  Majesty  to 
recommend,  that  the  most  decisive  measures 
sliould  be  taken  for  supplying  the  dcticiencies,  ani 
for  enforcing  the  several  provisions  of  the  Act. 
—  I  b.'ive  the  honour  to  be,  t<c. — Uobart. 

To  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant  01  the  County 
of 

To  CJficns  on  IUf-l'„y.  —  ira,. Office,  March  12, 
180,^. — All  ollicers  on  the  half-pay  of  tiie  land 
forces,  resident  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who 
are  not  s-rving  in  the  militia,  or  who  do  not  hold 
oflice.s  under  Government,  are  hereby  reqtiired 
immediately  to  transmit  to  the  inspecting  Held 
ollicers  of  the  recruiting  districts,  within  which 
they  respectively  reside,  an  account  in  writing  of 
their  age,  past  services,  and  present  place  of 
abode,  in  order  that  their  services  may  be  called 
fcr  as  circumstances  shall  render  it  expedient  : 
And  such  as  think  themselves,  from  age  or  infir- 
mities, unfit  for  further  service,  even  in  this  coun- 
try, are  to  accompany  their  reports  with  sufTicient 
vouchers  of  their  inability,  and  the  causes  thereof 
Such  otTiceib  on  half-pay  as  arc  seiving  in  the 
militia,  or  are  otherv.-ise  employed  under  Govern- 
ment, (oi'irers  of  th.e  yeomanry  and  volunteer 
corps  excerited,  who'-e  reports  are  to  be  made  to 
tlie  inspecting  lield  ollicers  of  districts  as  above- 
mentioncdj,  are  to  transmit  similar  accounts  to 
the  Secretary  at  War,  specifying  also  the  nature 
of  the  public  situations  which  they  possess. — The 
inspecting  field  ollicers  of  districts  will  make  re- 
ttirns  to  the  Secretary  at  War  of  the  names  of  the 
olncers  who  shall  report  themselves  in  pursuance 
of  the  above  notice.  And  every  ollicer  who  shall 
neglect  to  make  his  report,  either  to  a  district 
field  oflicer,  or  to  the  Secietary  at  War,  according 
to  tiie  circumstances  of  his  bituation,  within  one 
month  from  the  date  hereof,  will  be  considered  as 
otherwise  jirovided  for,  or  dead,  and  his  name  wi)l 
be  struck  oil  the  half-pay  li^t  accordingly. — By 
his  Majesty's  command, — C.  York. 

General  Ordeis. —  llor^e-Guards,  March  II,    iSo^.— 

It  is  the  King's  pleasure  that,  notwithstanding 
any  leave  of  absence  granted  b,y  liis  Majesty;  or 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  all  officers  belonging 
to  regiments  in  Great  Britain,  or  on  foreign  sta- 
tinis,  do  join  their  respective  corps  without  de- 
lay, except  such  ofBcers  as  are  employed  on  the 
recruiting  service,  or  upon  any  public  duty. — By 
order  of  H.  F^.  H.  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

liany  Calv.u ,  Adj.  Gen.  of  the  Forces. 

Genera!  Orders.— Horse  Guards,  March  18,  I803.— 
It  13  the  Cominander  in  Chief's  pleasure,  that  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  colonel  of  the 
83d  regiment  shall  be  read  at  the  head  of  every 
regiment  in  tlie  service,  and  entered  in  the  regi- 
mental orderly  books. — By  his  Royal  Highnesb'i 
com.mand, — Harry  Calvert,  Adjutant-General. 

fCopy.j — Hone  Gu-irJs,-  I\}arch  iS,  1803.  — Sir,— I 
am  directed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  tw  ex- 
press to  yon,  the  extreme  concern  with  which  his 
Royal  Highness  received  the  representations  made 
by  certain  magistrate;,  of  the  county  of  Esr.ex,  of 
the  ciioimities  whicli  have  been  lately  committed 
in  the  vicinity  of  Chelmsford,  by  the  regiment 
under  your  command.  Though  his  P.oyal  Higli- 
ness  entertained,  in  his  own  mind,  little  doubt 
as  to  the  cause  to  which  these  disgraceful  in- 
stances of  indiscipline  were  to  be  attributed,  he 
avoided  giving  any  o^iiaiou   on   the  subject,  tjll 
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all  the  circumst-inces  relative  thereto  were  investi- 
gated, and.  had  been  reported  on  by  a  general  offi- 
cer, on  whose  judgment,  discretion,  and  impar- 
tigiity,  his  Royal  Highness  could  place  the  mist 
perfect  reliance.  After  these  previous  steps,  his 
Koyal  Highness  judijed  it  proper  to  make  a  de- 
tailed report  ot  every  circumstance  which  had 
come  to  his  knowledge,  to  the  King;  the  result 
of  which  I  am  now  to  communicate  to  you  by 
his  Royal  Higlmess's  command. — His  Majesty 
is  pleased  to  direct,  that  it  shall  be  expressed  to 
tl.e  8  id  regiment,  that  the  conduct  of  certain  in- 
dividuals of  the  corps  has  been  such,  as  has 
brought  disgrace  on  ihe  regiment ;  and,  both  in 
a  civil  and  military  point  of  view,  has  incurred 
his  Majesty's  highest  displeasure.  His  Majesty 
particularly  lament.^,  that  certain  officers  of  the 
regiment  have  been  most  scandalously  deficient 
in  that  zeal,  energy  and  activity,  in  the  di'.charge 
of  their  duty,  which  the  circum.-.tance6  complain- 
ed ot  so  strongly  demanded  ;  and  that  instead  ot 
co-operating  with  th>e  Commanding  Officer,  and 
assisting  him  in  his  endea^'ours  to  curb  the  licen- 
tiousness of  the  soldiers,  they  have  rather  endea- 
voured to  prevent  the  discovery  of  the  olTendcis, 
and  by  the  remissness  of  their  own  conducr,  have 
set  an  example  of  indiscipline,  which  has  pro- 
duced the  exact  elTect  which  might  be  expected 
on  the  men. — His  Majesty  will  not  allow  officers, 
so  destitute  of  tho.'C  feelings,  which  a  due  sense 
of  whiit  thty  owe  to  themselves,  and  a  piopcr 
regard  for  the  honour  of  their  profesiion,  ought 
to  liave  inspired,  to  occupy  situations  of  import- 
ant command  and  respectahilit)''  in  the  service, 
uhlle  others  of  approved  talents  and  zeal  are  re- 
moved from  the  active  duties  of  it.  On  this 
principle,  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  direct,  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Byrne  Skerrett,  and  the 
Captains  William  Armstrong  and  Lewis  Grant,  of 
the  83d  regiment,  shall  be  immediately  placed  on 
half-pay. — The  Commander  in  Chief  directs,  th.at 
you  declare  at  the  head  of  the  8:;d  regiment, 
vhich  is  to  be  under  arni'S  on  the  occasion,  these, 
Ids  Majesty's  commands;  aijd  you  will  take  that 
opportunity  of  impressing  the  necessity  of  each 
individual  exerting  himself,  in  order  to  wipe  off 
the  stigma  wliich  the  misconduct  (it  is  to  lie 
hoped)  of  a  few,  has  brought  on  the  regiment. 
To  the  officers,  it  is  particularly  necessary,  that 
you  should  adilress  yourself;  for  it  is  by  their 
endeavours,  that  tlie  discipline  oi  the  regiment 
must  he  restored.  In  their  station,  each  indivi- 
dual must  be  a  benefit  or  a  detriment  to  the  ser- 
vice, and  the  Commander  in  Chief  desires  thty 
may  be  most  solemnly  assured,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  considers  it  as  much  Ids  indispensa  ble 
duty,  to  recommend  to  bi.s  Majesty  tiie  removal 
Jrom  his  service,  of  any  (whatever  their  rank 
i)iay  lie),  who  fall  under  the  latter  descrij)tion, 
as  it  is  liis  inclination  to  promote  the  interests 
and  welfare  of  those,  whose  conduct  is  calculated 
to  support  the  discipline  of  the  regiment,  and  to 
entitle  them  to  the  favour  and  protectitiu  of  their 
sovcrign. — It  is  his  Royal  Highne.ss's  command, 
that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Skerrett,  and  the  Cap- 
tains Armstrong  and  Grant,  shall  immedi.ittly 
quit  the  quarters  of  the  8  ?d  regiment. — 1  have  tlie 
Lonoiir  to  he,  &c. — (Signed) — Harry  Calvert,  Ad- 
jutant General. 

LieutciiiK.t-Gcneral  Jumc^    Balfour,   or    Qjjiar  com- 
manding the  831/  tcglment. 

Sin  TiioM.'vs  Troubiudce. (To   the   Ed'ltor  of 

t/ie  JMorniui^  C'lioniiU-.J — .Sii, — A  most  malicious  and 
unfouudtd  report  having  been  prop^^atcd  iluit  Sir 


Thomas  Troubridge,  availing  himself  of  the  know- 
ledge derived  from  his  ollicial  situation,  had  di- 
rected tlie  sale  of  his  stock  fro:n  tlie  fun^ls  oa 
Monday  and  Tuesday  last,  1  deem  it  incnmbent 
upon  me,  as  tlie  actor  in  the  business  tran*,actcd, 
to  put  the  public  in  pos.'-ession  of  the  whcdc  t\act, 
— Having  had  the  honour  of  managing  all  his  con- 
cerns for  these  twelve  years  past,  he,  about  two 
months  ago,  informed  me  he  should,  in  all  proba- 
bility, want  his  money  in  March  or  April,  as  he 
had  in  view  tiie  purcliase  of  an  estate,  snd  he 
therefore  desired  me  to  watch  the  progress  of  the 
funds,  and  to  sell  his  stock  if  1  saw  ihtm  falling, 
that  he  might  not  be  put  to  inconvenience  and 
loss  at  the  time  it  might  be  wanted  ;  and  1  v/as 
not  to  wait  for  further,  or  particular  directions, 
hut  to  use  my  own  discretion. —  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  observed  the  funds  drooping  on  tlie 
.Saturday  preceding,  and  on  the  Monday  following 
having  attended  at  the  Bank,  and  seeing  them  siiU. 
falling,  and  very  large  fiuns  sellitig  out,  1  dtemed 
it  a  duty  1  owed  my  employer  to  order  my  broker 
to  sell  out  Sir  Thomas  I  roubridge's  stock,  and 
which  was  accordingly  done  witliout  my  having 
had  any  communication  with  him,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  until  the  transaction  was  over. — I 
have  madeoatii  to  the  tiiith-of  the  above  declara- 
ti<ni,  which  is  sruck  up  at  the  Siock  Exchange. — 
I  ain,  .Sir,  &c — U'llliaJii  ElyCookf. 
Ihi't-Strcit,  BlnC77hhury,  Mmch  14. 

PAKLIAMENTAIIY    M  IN  UTESj^'roW  p.  42y. 

Tuesday,  Mu>c'i  15. — CoMMoKS. — Mr.  Dicken- 
son,  jun.  brought  up  a  repot t  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  Herc- 
foidshire  election,  stating  that  J.  G.Cotterell,  Esq. 
was  not  didy  elected,  but  that  Sir  J.  Cornwall 
was  duly  elected,  and  tiiat  the  petition  was  not 
frivolous  nor  vexations.  A  new  writ  was  then 
ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a  member 
in  the  room  of  tlie  former —Report  of  tlie  Giand 
[unction  C.mT  was  brougiit  up  and  agreed  to, — • 
Irish  Customs  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  pa-rsed. 
— Bill  for  making  a  provision  for  the  wives  and 
children  of  militia  men  of  Ireland  called  out  up- 
on actual  service,  read  a  first  time, 

IVedticidav,  Miiich  lb. — -LouDS. —  Prince  of  V/,;Ies' 
Annuity  iJi'l  read  a  third  time  and  passed. — Irisii 
Post-Office  Duty  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  order- 
ed back  to  the  Comniittee. 

CoMiwoNs. — Sir  iM.  Ritlley  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  calling  folin  Hall,  j^uilty  of  pre- 
varication and  peijury  in  his  tvuierce  before 
the  Great  Grimsby  Conimitlte,  to  the  bar  of  the 
House.  He  was  biought  to  the  bar  accoidingly, 
and  after  being  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker,  or- 
dered to  be  discharged  on  paving  his  fees. — Mr. 
H.  Krowne  leported,  fiom  the  Committee  ajipoint- 
ed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petitions  complaining 
of  .an  undue  election  for  tlie  town  and  county  oi 
the  town  of  Nottiiigh.am,  that  t!ie  said  Com- 
mittee had  determined  that  josf>ph  Birch,  Esq. 
was  not  duly  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  said  town  ;  also  that  D.  P,  Coke,  Esq.  v/as  not 
duly  elected  ;  alio  that  last  election  was  void 
with  respect  to  one  of  the  burge.sses  ;  also  that 
not  anv,  nor  either  of  the  petitions  were  frivolous 
not  vexatious  ;  and  that  the  opposition  of  Jostpl> 
Birch,  Escj.  was  not  fiivoious  nor  vexatious.  Mr. 
H.  Browne  reported  likewise  the  several  resolu- 
tions agreed  to  by  that  Committee.  The  report  wai 
ordered  for  fiother  considei  alion  on  the  20th  of 
April.  Mr.  H.  Browne  then  moved,  that  no  writ 
be  issued  for  rlie  election  of  a  burgess  for  Not- 
tinghrtm,  until  alter  the  consideration  of  tl'-e  rs- 
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port.  Agreed  to. — Captain  Markhani  moved, 
*'  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Thomas  Trowbridge,  relative 
to  certain  transactions  whicli  were  itported  to 
have  taken  place  on  the  Stock  Exchange."  A 
short  debate  ensued,  v.'hich  will  be  preserved  in 
our  Suffltmcri ;  but  as  the  motion  was  not  se- 
conded, the  business,  of  course,  fell  to  the  ground. 
—  rhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  "  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  charges  on  the  Civd  List, 
and  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of  preventing 
the  accumulation  of  debt  on  it."— On  the  mo'ion 
for  the  first  reading  of  the  Irish  Militia  Bill,  a  de- 
bate ensued,  which  will  be  given  in  oui  Suppls- 
tH!>it.  BtU  read  a  first  time. — Militia  Law  Ci,n- 
sobdating  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Irish  Bank 
Restriction  Bill  and  Irish  Militia  Familie",  Provi- 
sion Bill  read  a  fir.^t  time. 

Thursday,  ALtro'i  17. — L.ORDs. — Insolvent  Deb- 
tor's Bill,  and  Irish  Chalking  Act  read  a  second 
time. 

Cc.M.MONs. — The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  election  for 
the  borough  of  Ilchcster,  and  also  for  East  Grin- 
stead.— Irish  Militia  Bill  read  a  second  time. — 
The  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent  Loan  Bill  read  a  se- 
cond time. — Fred.  Shuttleworth  was  brought  in 
and  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker,  for  having  pre- 
varicated in  his  evidence  befoie  the  Nottingham 
Committee.  Mr.  Addingtou  moved,  that  the 
Speaker's  address  be  entered  on  tije  Journals  of 
the  House.  Agreed  nen:.  cyn. — Bank  "Restriction 
Bill  read  a  second  time. — Dublin  Watch  Bill  read 
a  third  time. 

Friday,  Match  18. — LoFDs. — Counsel  were  heard 
relative  to  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Ciaufoid  and 
others,  v.  Coutts. — The  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Privileges,  relative  to  tiie  proniocion  of  Lord 
Viscount  Limerick  to  an  earldom  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and  the  patent  cre.iting  his  lord- 
ship an  earl  of  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
was  read  ;  after  which  his  lordship  was  con.iuct- 
cd  to  the  Earl's  Bench,  v.diere  he  took  his  seat. — 
TheEarlofCaili.de  gave  notice,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  bring  forward  a  motion  on  an  early 
day,  respecting  the  artificers  of  his  Majesty's 
Dock  Yards.  His  Lord-hip's  speech  on  the  oc- 
casion will  'oe  preserved  in  our  Sufpletnc':t. 

Commons. — Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  reported  from 
the  Great  Grimsby  Committee,  that  J.  H.  Loft 
was  not  duly  elected,  and  that  W.  Mellish  ought 
to  have  been  elected,  and,  theiefore,  he  is  duly 
elected.  The  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown  was 
then  called  in,  and  the  return  tor  Great  Grimsby 
altered  in  eonformity  to  the  report. — Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley  brought  up  anottuT  leporc  tiom  the  same 
Committee,  stating  that  John  Simpson,  Mayor  of 
Great  Grimsby,  had,  on  the  day  before  tlie  elec- 
tion, held  a  full  Court,  and  had  unlawfully,  and 
of  his  own  authority,  admitted  persons  as  Free- 
men, who  ought  not  to  liave  been  admitted,  &:c. 
Report  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideiation  oir 
the  29th  inst.  —  Bill  for  .suspending  the  Act  of 
Henry  VIII.  relative  to  Cler^jymen  read  a  first 
time. — Militia  OfHccrs  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  debate  which  took  place  on  this  occasion, 
■will  be  given  in  our  Supplor.fKt. — Mr.  Johnstone 
moved,  "  that  the  receipts  and  disbursements  re- 
lative to  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  be  laid  before  the 
house."  Ordered. — Post-Oflice  Bill  read  a  tirst 
and  second  time. — Fypiring  Laws  Bill,  and  Irish 
Lawsuit  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Monday,  Mivch  2T. — LoRDs.  —  Counsel  were  fur- 
ther heaid  relative  to  the  bcotch  Appeal,  Craw- 


furd  V.  Coutts. — ^The  Earl  of  Carlisle  moved, 
"  that  the  proper  officers  do  lay  befoie  tl.is 
House,  a  monthly  return  of  all  the  artihccrs  em- 
ployed in  his  Majesty's  Dock  Yards,  from  the 
month  of  May  iSr;,  to  the  present  period."  After 
a  debate  of  some  leiJgth,  which  will  be  given  in 
oui  Supplement ,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

,  Commons. — Mr.  Burdon  moved,  "  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  appidntcd  to  inquire  into  so  much  of 
the  Electioii  1  lial  Bill,  as  relates  to  the  employ- 
ment of  persons  skilled  in  the  art  of  writing  Short 
Hand,  to  take  '.he  evidence  ailduced  before  such 
Committees  ;  that  they  do  consider  of  the  ex- 
pen.=e  occasioned  thereby,  and  the  means  by 
M-hich  they  shall  be  paid;  and  that  thty  do  re- 
port the  same  to  the  House."  Ordered. — Clergy 
Non-residence  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Report  of 
the  Committee  on  East-India  Accounts  was  taken 
into  further  consideration,  and,  after  a  short  de- 
bate, for  v.'irich  see  our  S:jpplemc>it,  the  resolutions 
vccie  all  read  and  agreed  to. — Irish  Postage  Bill 
read  a  iliird  time  and  passed. 

Tuesday,  Much  22. — LoRDs. — Bill  to  prevent 
vexatious  Suits  in  Ireland  read  a  second  time.— • 
Irish  Postage  Duty  Bill  brought  up  from  tiie  Com- 
mittee. 

CoMMON.s. — Lord  Euston  informed  the  House, 
that  James  Trotter,  who  had  been  ordered  into 
custody,  in  consequence  of  a  report  from  the 
Dumhrmline  Select  Committee,  and  after  whoin 
the  '5eijcant  at  Arms  had  been  desired  to  make 
futthei  euquiiy,  had  yesterday  sunc'idered  him- 
self, and  was  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  to  await  the  decision  of  that  House. — 
The  Bill  for  allowing  Vessels  employed  in  the 
Greenland  Trade  to  take  in  their  full  complement 
of  men  at  certain  ports,  during  the  present  season, 
was  read  a  first  time. — In  a  Committee  on  the 
Militia  Olncer's  Bill,  the  resolutions  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  brought  up,  (sm; 
Supplement). — Mr.  Tieiney  moved,  "  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  the  Increase 
and  Decrease  in  the  Salaries  of  all  Public  Officers 
for  1S02."  Ordered. — Cirenada  Loan  Bill  read  a 
second  time.  — Irish  Bank  Restriction  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  [lasstd. 

jrednrsdiiy,  Maich  i^.  —  LoRDS.. — Paddington 
Canal  Bill  read  a  third,time. — Irish  Bank  Restric- 
tion Bill  read  a  fiist  time. 

Co^iMo^'s. —  A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Brack- 
ley,  in  the  room  of  General  Egerton,  wiio  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Bridgewater.— Alder- 
man  Anderson  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  constructing  a  new  Burying  Ground  in  the  pa- 
rish of  St.  Giles'.s.  IvCave  granted. — Greenland 
Whale  Fishery  Bill  lead  a  secon<l  time. — TheChan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply ;  and  that  the  account  of  grants  for  Great 
Britain,  presented  to  the  House  on  the  23d  of 
February,  should  be  referred  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee.— Ordered. — He  then  stated,  that  the  sums 
which  he  proposed  to  move  should  be  granted  to 
his. Majesty,  would  amount,  altogether,  to  920,000!. 
of  which  86S,oool.  would  be  for  the  discharge  of 
Exchequer  Bills,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of 
the  39th,  40th,  4lst,  and  4:d,  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty.— The  following  Resobitions  were  then  moved 
and  agreed  to: — 868,923!.  8?.  id.  for  the  discharge 
of  the  Exchequer  Bills  above  described. — 1910I. 
ic;.  to  make  good  money  advanced  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  lecucing  the  National  Debt,  for  the 
payment  of  salaries  to  their  officers,  and  other  in- 
cidental expences. — 500I.  for  extra  trouble  to  th^ 
officers  employed  in  making  out  Exchequer  Bills. 
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— 25,5641.  133.  6d.  to  tTie  Bank  of  England,  for 
discount  on  the  Loan  of  1802;  and  22  5:;SI.  2s.  2d. 
to  ditto,  for  receiving  tlic  contrihiuioxi  to  ditto. — 
371I.  17s.  to  John  Wilmott,  Esq.  for  examination 
lit  ccrtnin  American  claims.— -560^!.  tor  certain  in- 
cidciitil  expenses  (or  tlie  last  year. 

The  Masttr  of  ihe  Rolls  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  remove  certaiu  incoaveniencies  and 
disabilities  to  which  the  Catholics  of  Great  Britain 
are  at  present  subject,  in  cousequence  of  two 
caths  prescribed  hy  the  Acts  of  the  18th  and  ^isr, 
of  his  prcr-ent  M;ije.<;ty. — Leave  granted,  and  tljc 
2^ill  read  a  tirst  limc:. — Irisli  Mditia  tiounty  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. —  fhc  Attorney  Ge- 
neral moved.  "  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  appointing  commissioners  to  ascertain  the 
individuals  who  hud  claims  upon  a  certain  fund 
of  6co,oool.  which,  according  to  a  convention  of 
the  year  looo,  the  American  government  had 
agreed  to  pay  by  installments  ;  and  to  distribute 
the  fund  accordingly."  l>eave  granted — Report 
of  the  Militia  Ofliccrs  Bill  brought  up. — Upon  the 
motion  for  the  amendments  being  read,  a  short 
debate  ensued,  for  vphich  see  Supplement.  Amend- 
rnents  read  and  agreed  to. 

Thursday,  March  24. — Lords. — Royal  Assent 
given  by  commission  to  about  forty  public  and 
private  Uills. — Irish  postage  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

Commons. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
presented  the  following 

MESSAGE    FROM     HIS    MAJESTY. 

"  G.  R.  His  Majesty  having  taken  into  his  .<^e- 
**  rions  consideration  the  many  eminent  services 
"  of  Sir  James  Saumarez,  Bart.  K.B.  R.ear  Admiiai 
*'  .of  the  Blue,  and  particularly  his  engagemint 
"  with  the  Spaniards  in  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar, 
*'  on  the  i2ih  |ulv,  1801,  has  deemed  it  proper  to 
*'■  communicate  this  his  most  g.acioiis  consideta- 
♦'  tion  to  this  House,  in  order  tiiat  his  most  faith- 
•*  fu!  Commons  may  take  such  steps  as  will  enable 
"  his  Majesty  to  rewird  such  signal  services,  by 
•'  the  settlement  of  an  anni.ity  of  X2Col.  upon  the 
"  said  Sir  James  Saumart?  f  r  the  term  of  his  na- 
"  tural  life.  G.  R  " — TKl  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer then  moved  tIio.t  the  above  most  graci  'us 
rrits.sage  be  taken  inio  consideration  in  arom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  H,iuse  to-niorrnw.  Ordered. 
— St.  Giles's  Burying  CJround  Bill,  Duke  of  Athol's 
Bridge  Bill,  and  Southampton  Waterworks  i^il!  read 
a  first  time. — Woolwich  Trustee  Bill  read  a  second 
lime. — Clergy  Non  Residence  Bill  read  a  tliird  time 
and  passed. 

Friday^  March  z^.  —  LoRDS.  — Lord  Pelham 
brought  down  a  message  from  l;is  Majesty  similar 
to  that  delivered  to  the  Commons  yesterday, 
•which,  on  his  Lordship's  motion,  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday.— Royal 
assent  given  by  commission,  to  the  Irish  Ofiice- 
I^uty  Bill,  and  to  some  other  public  and  private 
Bill.. 

Commons. —  Mr.  Mac  Dowali  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  erecting  a  Theatre  in  the 
town  of  Glasgow.  Granted. — The  petition  of 
James  Trotter,  who  had  been  summ.oned  as  a  wit- 
ness on  the  Dumfermline  commiuea,  was  pre- 
sented by  Lord  Eusfon.  On  the  motion  of  the 
^loble  Lord,  "  that  James  Trotter  be  on  Monday 
jiext  brought  to  the  Bar  of  that  House  and  dis- 
charged," a  conversation  of  considerable  length 
fucceeded,  wliich  turned  upon  a  point  of  form  by 
■which  the  House  might,  with  the  greatest  pro- 
priety, regulate  their  proceedings  in  this  case.  It 
will  be  prescrvi  d  in  our  Si/pt/fmni/.  It  was  then 
vrdered,  that  Jumes  Trottcr'ihould  be  brou^^Ut  to 


the  Bar  of  that  House  nn  Monday  tiCTt. — In  a  com- 
mittee of  the  wliole  Hou'^e  on  his  Majesty'^  most 
gracious  mcisnge  respecting  Sir  James  Saumarcz, 
j  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  "that  it 
I  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tiiir  the  sum  of 
I  lool.  pci'  ajmuui,  be  granted  out  of  the  conso- 
lidated fund  nt  Great  Britain,  to  be  settled  on  Rear 
Admnal  Su  Jiunes  Saumarez,  for  the  term  of  his 
natiiral  li  l."  The  question  was  then  put,  and 
carried  ui..  nimously. —  In  a  committee  of  the 
whole  '^lonsc,  to  consider  fuithtr  of  ways  and 
menu:  for  raising  the  supply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  Chancelloi  of  tlie  Kxcheqner  moved, 
"  tl}at  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  towards  raising  a  supply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  ;nrther  sum  of  four  millions  be  raised  by 
loan  in  Exchequer  Bills."  Granted.— American 
Compensation  Commissioners  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  Monday. — Surveyor  Ge- 
neral of  the  Forests  Office  Bill  read  a  third  tiine 
and  pa.ssed — Report  of  Greenland  Fishery  Bill 
brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

Monday,  March  a8. — LoRDs. — Counsel  were  fur- 
ther heard  relative  to  the  important  Scotch  Ap- 
peal, Crawfurd  v.  Coutts. — Irish  Chalking  Bill 
read  a  first  time. — Irish  Militia  Bounty  Bill  read 
a  second  time 

Commons. — A  report  was  brought  up  from  the 
Committee  a[)pointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
Chippenham  election,  statinn;  that  Mr.  Brooks 
was  not  duly  elected,  a-nd  that  Mr.  Maitland  was 
duly  elected.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  was  then 
ordered  to  amend  the  return  accordingly.— -Glas- 
gow Theatre  Bill  read  a  first  time. — •Stephen 
Brooks,  who  was  guilty  of  prevarication  before 
the  Nottingham  Committee,  was  brouglit  to  the 
bar  of  the  House,  and  after  a  reprimand  from  the 
Speaker,  discharged. — Greenland  Whale  Fishery 
Pi'i  read  a  third  time  and  passed. — Cathblic  Oatlx 
';ill  read  a  second  time. — On  the  order  of  the  day 
oeing  reiid  for  bringing  James  Trotier  to  the  bar 
of  the  House,  who  had  wilfully  absented  himself 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  Drinifevmline  election;  and  the  question 
being  put  "  that  James  Trotter  be  now  discharg- 
ed on  paving  his  fees,"  a  debate  of  considerable 
length  took  place,  which  will  be  given  in  our 
Siipjlt-mcnt.  The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the 
questiDn  was  then  put,  "  that  so  much  of  the 
minutes  of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Dum- 
fermlinc  Committee  as  relates  to  James  Trotter, 
be  laid  before  the  House."  Ordered. — Mr.  Ad- 
dington  moved,  "  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  enquire  into  tlie  joint  expenditure  of  the  Unit- 
ed Kingdom,  from  the  ist  of  Jan.  1801,  to  the  1st 
of  Jan.  1803,  and  the  sums  contributed  to  the 
state  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  respectively." 
Ordered. — General  Gascoyne  moved,  "  that  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  equalize  by  weight 
the  bushel  of  all  salt  imported  to  Ireland."  Mo- 
tion withdrawn.— Militia  O.dicer's  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passeci. — Mr.  Vansittart  moved  for  an 
accou.5t  of  all  rock  and  white  salt  exported  from 
Great  Britain  for  the  three  years  ending  the  5th 
Jan.  1793,  and  for  the  three  years  ending  the  5th 
Jan.  i8.;3.     Ordered. 

Tuesday,  March  29. — LoRDs. — Counsel  heard  on 
behalf  of  the  claim  of  the  Rev.  E.  Timewell 
Brydgcs,  to  the  Barony  of  Chandos. — Clergy  Non- 
residence  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Co.MMoNs.  — Mr.  J.  Smyth  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  election  for  the  borough  of  Ilchester.  It 
stated  that  W.  Hunter,  Esq.  and  T.  Plummer,  Esq. 
were  not  duly  elected  ;  tliat  the  petitioners,  Sir 
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W.  Manners,  and  J.  Graham,  Esq.  were  not  duly 
elected;  and  tliat  the  election  for  the  said  bo- 
rough was  void.  Mr.  Smyth  stated,  that  he  was 
further  direcitd  hy  the  Committee,  to  report,  that 
such  a  system  of  corruption  had  been  formed,  and 
so  many' instances  of  individual  biibery  had  been 
discovered  previous  to  the  election,  that  the  Com- 
mittee thoutiht  it  nccessaiy  to  communicate  the 
same  to  the'l^ou'^e:  he  concluded  by  moving, 
"  that  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Committee  should  be  laid  before  the  House." 
Ordered.— A  new  writ  forllchester  was  oidered  to 
be  issued  out.— .Sir  ].  Saumi.rez's  Annuity  Bill, 
and  Exchequer  Loan  Rid  read  a  fir.t  time.— 
Clergy  Non-residence  Bill,  and  Woolwich  Ord- 
nance Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

r/cdneuUv,  ISLvch  30.— Lords.— Counsel   finally 
heard  relative  to  the  Scotch  Appeal,   Crawfurd  ik 

Coiitts. Clergy  Non-residence  Bill  read  a  second 

time.  The  deliate  which  took  place  on  this  occa- 
sion will  be  given  in  our  Supplement. ~~.\  copy  ot 
the  relev.^nt  proceedings  in  the  Consistory  Court 
of  York  being  duly  laid  before  the  House,  tic 
bill  to  dissolve  the  inarriage  between  the  Rev. 
George  Markham,  and  Susan  his  wile,  was  read  a 
first  time. 

Co.MMONS.— The  Speaker  read  a  letter  from 
Vice-Admiral  Rainier,  acknowledging  the  thanks 
of  the  House  to  him,  and  the  oflicers  under  his 
command,  and  expressing  his  high  giatification  of 
the  polite  manner  the  Speaker  had  communicated 
the  same.— A  report  was  brought  up  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
Rentrew  election,  stating  thit  Alexander  Houston 
^vas  net  duly  elected,  and  that  Boyle  Alexander 
•ivas  duly  elected,  and  that  none  of  the  petitions 
ivere  frivolous  or  vexatious.  The  Deputy  Clerk 
v.-as  ordeied  to  amend  the  return  accordmgly.— 
In  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  Gre- 
nada Loan  Bill,  the  blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled 
up,  and  the  period  for  paying  the  money  is  to 
extend  from  the  4th  of  October,  to  the  5ih  of 
Msrch,  1804.— Roman  Catholic  Oath  Bill  read  a 
second  time.— A  message  from  the  Lords  stated, 
that  they  had  agreed  to  the  Irish  Militia  Bill, 
■without  any  amendment.— Sir  James  baumarez's 
Annuity  Bill,  and  Exchequer  Loan  Bill  read  a  se- 
cond time. 


Gcjteral  Dhtiilrution  'jf  the  Bnt'nh 
jinvy,  Arr.iL  1,  1S03. 


England  and  Wales 

North  Britain 

Ireland     

Jersey,  Guernsey,    &c: 

Gibraltar 

Egypt  and  Malta   

Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  &c 

Wtst-lndits 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Goree,  &c 

Ea'st-lndies,  and  on  Passage  to  . .  . . 
On  Passage  to  England  or   Ireland 


■19 
6 

30 
3 

6 

8 

4 

23 


Total...,     53  132  167 


The  above  statement  is  exclusive  of  artillery, 
engineers,     artificers,   and    Militia. 

French  Funds.— March  t6th,  58  fr.  50.— i8th, 
60  fr.  60.— 19th,  59  fr.— list,  50  fr.-- -13d,  57  fr. 
— 24ih.  55fr. ';-).— ijth,  55  ;r — 26ih,54''»"-  40. 


Br.  N.avy,  1st  April. 

In   Port    and  fitting,  and  with 

j      sealed  orders       

[English    and  Irish  Channels  .. 

iDov/ns  and   North  Sea   

j\\'est-lndies  and  Passage    ..  .. 

jjamaica  station    

I  America  and  Newfouiidhind  .. 
Icapeot  G.  Hope,  Eaot-Indics, 

jCoast  of  Africa    

iPorlugal  and  (Gibraltar    

;  Mediterranean  and  on  Passage 

Hospital  and  Piiscn  Ships     .. 

Total  in  Commitsion  .. 

Receiving  Siiips 

Serviceable  and  repaiiing  .... 

dn  Ordinary 

Building     

Total 

ORDINARY. 

Portsmouth 

Plymouth 

Chatham    

Sheerntss 

River 

Total. .  .. 


•-- 

brj 

•2.i 

3 

20 

0 

0 

01 

1 

2 

1,5 

2 

0 

0 

10 

0 

6 

0 

1 

3 

.5 

6 

9 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

11 

2 

21 

1 

01  ol 

— 

— 



E.  I  o 


55  14  103  138  310 


5 

J 

29 

4' 

83 

,'-,1 

24 

1| 

190 

i^L. 

37 

0 

39 

1 

•38 

6 

1 

1 

2 

0 

117 

10 

8 
1/1 

R 
''11- 

24 
21 

"1 

29 
102 


23) 

46 


PRICE     Ol'    STOCKS.  —  MAKCll. 


11 

1 1  di 

— 

Q6i 

— 

63i 

— 

1S2 

^-l 

15 

— 

96k 

— 

63:|: 

— 

180 

14! 

14i 

— 

97 

— 

63 

— 

— 

15 

14i 

— 

9Gi 

— 

02| 

— 

— 

16 

l-t* 

— 

9B 

— 

65k 

— 

17s 

17 

12^ 

— 

99i 

. — 

6  5 -J 

— 

— 

18 

134: 

— 

99 

— 

05i 

— 

178 

19  13  j 

— 

100 

— 

654 

— 

181 

21 

11^ 

— 

995- 

— 

654 

— 

— 

i22 

^H 

— 

994 

— 

64i 

— 

— 

23 

^H 

— 

994 

— 

64^- 

— 

— 

24 

I'H 

— 

99 

— 

64^. 

■ — 

— 

.25 

12^1 

— 

— 

— 

64- 

— 

— 

•2(3 

J3i 

— 

9Sj 

— 

04-3- 

— 

— 

j28 

lU, 

— 

9'H 

— 

60 

— 

— 

29 

134 

— 

9S| 

— 

62 

— 

177 

30 

154 

— 

QOi 

— 

6li 

— 

— 

'31 

16  1 

— 

97  i 

— 

61 

— 

177 

TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

5:^  As  several  articles  which  have  licen  left  for 
the  purpose  of  insertion  in  our  Register,  but  wliich 
we  have  not  deemed  suitable  for  publication,  have 
afterwards  been  sent  for;  we  beg  it  to  be  gene- 
rally understood  by  our  Correspondents,  that  all 
anonymous  articles  of  the  above  description  will, 
henceiotth,  be  immediately  commiited  to  the 
flames,  unless  directions,  specifying  where  they 
arc  to  be  returned  are  sent  with  them. 

Erratum— Page  391,  line  8;  for  aiJ  mcl:  read 
find  not  jnock, 

LONDON, 


LONDOy,  April  2  to  April  9,  1803. 
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TO  THE  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EX- 
CHEQUER. 

Sir, — The  peace  of  Amiens  was,  by  jou 
and  your  colleagues,  defended,  principally, 
upon  the  ground  of  irconomy.  You  hav'e, 
indeed,  at  different  times,  styled  it  a  peace 
of  honour,  a  peace  of  security,  a  peace  of 
experiment,  and,  fnially,  a  peace  of  the 
people  ;  but,  the  standing  defence,  the  re- 
ply to  every  argument,  the  opiate  for  every 
apprehension,  the  compensation  for  every 
sacrifice  whether  of  interest  or  of  honour, 
h:i<>hci;u,  the  ceconomy  of  Jieace.  All  mankind 
dislike  pacing  taxes,  of  any  and  of  every 
sort.  JVIen  of  reflexion  and  of  elevated 
minds,  will,  indeed,  prefer  the  bearing  of 
taxation,  and  will  even  support  poverty  and 
misery,  rather  than  see  the  safety  of  their 
country  endangered,  or  its  honour  tarnish- 
ed ;  but,  with  the  mass  of  every  people, 
to  get  rid  of  pecuniary  burdens  is,  at  all 
times,  a  positive  good  ;  and,  in  a  country 
where  a  great  portion  of  the  wealth  of  indi- 
viduals consisfs  of  a  species  of  property,  the 
value  of  vi'hich  is  enhanced  by  every  dimi- 
nution in  the  expenses  of  the  state,  a  mea- 
sure, be  it  wise  or  unwise,  be  it  virtuous  or 
wicked,  which  promises  areductwn  of  public  ex- 
Jiciiditure,  will  seldom  fail  to  be  received  with 
general  applause.  Aware  of  this  selhsh  pro- 
pensity, you,  Sir,  seem  to  have  availed  your- 
self, to  the  full  extent,  of  the  temporary  ad- 
vantage which  it  gave  you  over  your  op- 
ponents, who  appealed  1o  the  better,  but, 
unfortunately,  less  prevalent  feelings  of  the 
people. — Had  you,  however,  in  pursuance 
of  this  your  art  of  acquiring  and  preserving 
popularity,  confined  your  statements  within 
the  bounds  of  huth^  though  1  should  still 
have  condemned  the  principle,  I  should 
have  had  no  disposition  to  bestow  any  par- 
ticular censure  on  the  practice ;  had  the 
a-conomy  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  heanfcirly 
laid  before  the  public,  I  should  still  have 
despised  the  people,  who  could  look  upon 
tt;cojiomy,  whatever  its  magnitude,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  permanent  se- 
curity andofhonour;  but,  Ishouldliavebeen 
ready  to  acc[uit  you  of  an  intention  to  abu-e 
those  despicable  people;  had  you,  in  order 
to   preserve  your  place,  your  power,   and 
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your  profits  j  had  you,  In  order  to  gratify 
your  own  vanity  and  covetousness,  and  to 
quiet  the  cravings  of  your  numerous  and 
greedy  relations  and  dependents;  had  you, 
for  those,  or  for  any  Oiher  purposes,  availed 
yourself  ofthe  selfishness  of  the  people,  with- 
out practising  upon  their  ignorance,  1  should 
have  condemned  your  conduct,  but  should 
hfive  acknowledged  its  effect  to  be  a  just 
punishment  on  those  by  whom  that  effect 
was  experienced.  But,  Sir,  your  financial 
statements  do  not  leave  you  even  this  title 
to  forbearance.  Those  statements,  from 
the  moment  the  peace  was  concluded  to  the 
present  time,  have,  from  some  cause  or  other, 
been  such  as  tend  to  deceive  the  nation,  to 
create  and  maintain  opinions,  relative  to  the 
osconomy  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  totally 
false  in  themselves,  and  extremely  dangerous 
in  their  consequences.  To  counter;)ct,  in 
some  degree,  at  least,  the  tendency  of  these 
statements  is  the  object  ofthe  present  letter 
to  you,  an  object  which  I  shall  endeavour  to 
accomplish  by  a  detail  of  facts  and  a  mode 
of  arguing,  reduced,  for  reasons  too  delicate 
to  mention,  to  the  level  of  the  meanest  ca- 
pacity. 

In  the  execution  of  this  task,  I  propose,  1; 
To  compare  the  peace  expenditure,  as  set 
forth  in  the  estimate,  sanctioned  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  June  last,  with  the 
peace  expenditure,  estimated  in  your  speech 
of  the  lOih  of  December  last ;  z.  To  com- 
pare your  estimate  of  the  receipts,  as  Set  forth 
in  your  speech  of  the  10th  of  December, 
with  the  actual  receipts  of  the  last,  and  the 
probable  receipts  of  the  present  year;  and, 
3.  To  compare  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  peace  with  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  v.ar,  if  war  had  been  continued.— Before 
I  enter  on  these  comparisons,  I  must  make 
one  observation,  for  she  purpose  of  fcndin^- 
off  the  misrepresentations,  which  might 
otherwise,  by  ignorant  cavillers,  be  levelled 
at  my  consistency.  I  already  hear  the  cow- 
ardly charge  of  "  disheartening  the  people 
at  this  alarming  cnaia,"  and  tlic  (uore  serious 
charge  of  '•'  encouraging  ihe  enemy  by  ex- 
posing our  weakness  :"  to  obviate  ihcse 
charges,  1  most  expliciily  deciarc,  as  I  have 
done  un  many  occdrjions  heretofore,   that  I 
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do  not  regard  money  as  the  principal  source 
of  national  stietigtii  ;  and  that,  so  tar  from 
desponding  on  account  of  the  present  depre- 
ciation of  what  i?;  called  public  credit,  in 
itself  considered,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  a  total  stoppage  of  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  funded  debt,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  national  ba?ii.ruptcy,  would  not, 
if  the  state  Avere  under  the  guidance  of 
wise  men,  disable  us  from  maintaining  all 
our  present  dominions,  and  recovering  all 
the  honours,  of  which  we  have  been  stripped 
by  your  degrading  and  ignominious  peace. 
Coupled  with  this  declaration,  therefore,  no 
statement,  no  conclusion,  of  mine,  however 
disadvantageous  to  the  iinancial  affairs  ef 
the  country,  can  possibly  be  attributed  to  a 
desire  to  create  despondency  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  whom,  on  the  contrary,  I  wish 
to  convince,  that  they  cannot  if  they  would, 
and  that  thviy  ought  not  if  they  could,  rely, 
for  their  safety,  on  the  pecuniary  credit  of  the 
slate;  and,  moreover,  that  that  credit  what- 
ever may  belts  utility,  has  been  considerably 
depreciated  by  the  pence,  and  can  never  be 
perfectly  restcrd  but  by  the  means  of  war, 
*•■  a  Succcn'-ful  I'jar  against  Francey 

1,  iw  order  to  draw  a  comparison  be- 
tween (he  peace  expenditure  as  set  forth  in 
the  estimate,  sanctioned  by  the  House  of 
Commons  in  June  last,  and  the  peace  ex- 
penditure estimated  in  your  speech  of  the 
]0;h  of  December  last,  it  will  be  necessary 
fir.-;t,  currectly  to  state  the  former  of  those 
estimates,  v^hich,  in  your  ov/n  words,  was  as 
foilov.-s  :  * 

"  19.  Tl'.at  it  appearr,  by  a  report  of  a  com- 
•'  n.iuce  (;t  thi?.  hou-e,  in  1791,  thac  the  actual 
*'  expendlcurt-  ^!iuln>ii;)g  tli?  annua!  million  for 
"  the  rt:ducti;;ii  of  die  public  debt)  oa  an  average 
"  of  five  yenrs  ptace,  eiicling  the  5th  of  Jariuarv, 
"  179T,  and  including  suiidiy  txtraoidinarv  ex- 
"  pcn&es  for  the  arinameiit  ot  1787,  and  for  pay- 
"  iTients  to  .•'. merican  ioyalists,  and  otlier  articles 
*'  of  a  temporary  nature,  amounted  to  i6,8l6/_;85. 
*'    But    the    prace   establishment    was 

"  estimyte'i  by  the  said  comnuttee  at^lj,96<;,i7S 
"  [With  whith.  estimate  the  actual  ex- 
"  pense  oi  the  year  179^  nearly 
"  agrce<l  ] 
•'  In  liic  .ilx-.ve  sum  was  incliided  tlie 
'''  chai  gc  01  tlic  public  debt,  amiiunt- 
'*  ing  to  10,315,000!.  from  which  is 
"  to  be  deducted  the  chaige  of 
"  tteck  exuR.ijuished  by  thsrcdtmp- 


*  Sec  Register,  Vol.  T.  p.  1413,  et  srq.  which  con- 
lain  twenty  i  esolut-nns,  on  the  financial  state  of 
the  Cf'Unlry,  moved  by  Mr.  Addington,  on  the 
0.1^1  of  Jiinv,  iSc2,  and  adopted  by  the  House, 
without  tiilier  opposition  or  reniaik.  Tlie  above 
extract  cr'ii;?.ins  the  h'.{  hu;  one  of  these  resolu- 
tions, wild}  is,  indc-eilj  th:  ou!y  one  applicable  to 
tiu  tJiC'.cra  diiC'js;.  icii. 


"  tion  of  land-tax,  on  the  cth  of  Ja- 

•'  nuary,  1802 /'<:40,ooo 


15,429,178 

"  That  the  additional  permanent  charge 
"  incuired  by  the  debt  created  since 
*'  1793,  exclusive  of  interest  pay- 
"  able  by  Ireland,  is ^3j597j594 

"  That  the  additional  charge  to  be  in- 
"  curred  for  increased  amount  of 
"  exchequer  bills  outstanding,  is 
"  about 140^000 

"  Interest  of  money  lor  satisfying  in- 
"  creased  navy  debt,  at  5I.  percent. 
"  is  about 270,000 

"  That  the  adtlitional  charge  incurred 

"  on  the  consolidated  fund,  is  ..  .,         3f^0,cc<ii 

"  That  the  additional  charge  incurred 
"  for  a  sum  appropiiated  for  the  rc- 
"   demption  of  the  public  debt,  is  . .         20^, 00c 

"  And  that  the  increased  expenses  of 
"  the  peace  establishment  (cxclu- 
"  sive  of  any  chmges  to  be  incurred 
"  by  interest  on  further  ^urns,  to 
"  be  paid  on  winding  up  the  ex- 
"  penses  of  the  war;  and  of  any  aug- 
*'  mentation  which  may  take  place 
"  in  the  naval  or  military  establisli- 
"  ments,  hut  allowing  for  increase 
"  or  pay  and  cthet  expenses)  may 
"  be  estimated  at 7cc,OcO 


"  And  also  exclusive  of  497,000!.  in- 
"  terest  on  loans,  due  by  the  Em- 
"  peror  of  Germany,  and  guaran- 
"  iced  by  parliament,  may  be  e^ti- 
»'  mated  at     £1 


Jz6,TjZ 


I  This  statement,  Sir,  is  founded  upon  tbs 
j  expeiidhure  of  tbi  lad  peace.  \Yhy  such 
:  foundation  was  taken,  except  for  the  pur- 
I  pose  of  deception,  it  will,  I  am  afraid,  be 
difficult  for  you  to  explain.  Having  made 
a  most  disgraceful  peace,  it  vs^as,  for  the  rea- 
sons before  mentioned,  necessary  for  you  to 
malie  the  country  believe,  that  the  osconomy 
of  it  would  be  very  great.  To  give  a  spe- 
cification of  the  difl^erent  articles  of  the  ex- 
pense of  your  permanent  peace  establish- 
roent,  to  tix  the  amount  of  the  several  sums 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  army,  the 
navy,  and  the  ordnance,  respectively,  would, 
however,  have  been  to  expose  yourself  to 
immediate  refutation,  or,  at  least,  to  furnish 
a  powerful  weapon,  to  be  used  against  you 
at  no  very  distant  period.  To  shield  your- 
self, therefore,  as  securely  as  possible,  against 
all  assaults  of  this  nature,  you  affect,  in  this 
statement,  not  to  have  any  other  standard, 
whereby  to  judge  of  the  probable  magnitude 
of  the  future  peace  expenditure,  than  ths 
expenditure  of  the  last  pc^ace. — As  if  you  had 
said  to  the  parliament :  '  Gentlemen,  the 
*■  war,  the  "  extrnded^  bloody,  and  expenshe 
'  "  ivar,"  being  now  happily  put  an  end  to, 
'  we  must,  in  order  to  ascertain  our  future 
'  expenses,  look  back,  and  see  what  were 
'  our  expenses  previous   to  that  war  3  for, 
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*  the   war   being   now   over,   we  shall,   of 

*  course,  revert  to  ibe  state  ivhkb  ive  ivcre  in 

*  before  it  began! — Upon  this  most  fallacious 
notion  you  proceeded  to  make  your  esti- 
mate, taking  first  the  expenditare  of  l/Cjl, 
and  adding  tliereto  the  additional  annual 
charges  on  account  of  the  national  dfcbt  and 
civil  list,  and  allowing  ^£700,000  a  year,  ad- 
ditional expenses  for  the  army,  navy,  and 
ordnance,  making,  togetl!er,o£ 30,726, 7'/2  as 
the  total  of  the  expenditure  of  that  blessed 
peace,  in  obtaining  whicl)  for  your  country, 
you  had  been  "  the  humble  instrument  in 
"  the  hands  of  Divine  Providence." (2 j 
Stripping  this  estimate  of  its  treasury  jargon 
iand  verbosity,  it  v/ill  stand  thus : 

Annual  expenditure  of  last  pence..  . .  ,Ci5>429,l78 
Atiijitional  aiinu.il  expenses  nicurrc;d 
f  fnce  the  l.eglnning  of  tiie  war,  ex- 
clusive of  army,  n.ivy,  and  ordnance  i4j597,594 
/.mojiit  of  wli;ir  the  army,  nnvy,  and 
ordnance  will  cost,  during  tlie  pre- 
sent peace,  ,no  e  than  -what  they  co  t  Ju- 
ririg  the  last  peace 700,000 

^^30,926,77^ 

_  This  was  the  estimate,  on  which  the  na- 
tion was  to  rely,  as  on  the  most  authentic 
information  that  could  possibly  be  obtained 
relative  to  its  future  expenses  5  and,  as  you, 
at  the  same  time,  estimated  the  revenue  at 
o£'32,20S,S33, leaving  a  balanccof,£'l, 282,0(51 
in  favour  of  the  revenue,  the  prospect  was, 
altogether,  very  flattering  to  the  lovers  of 
peace  and  the  haters  of  taxes.— But,  Sir,  be- 
fore I  proceed  farther  in  the  Oiamination  of 
this  estimate,  let  me  ask,  how  you  came  to 
adopt  such  a  strange  mode  of  making  it  out .' 
Would  it  not  have  been  much  more  natural 
to  lake  the  year  ]80l,  instead  of  1791,  as  a 
basis,  and  to  proceed  by  subtraction  in  place 
of  addition  >  Would  not  this  have  been  mors 
consonant  with  that  candour,  for  which  you 
are  so  famous?  The  total  expenditure  of 
1801,  the  la?t  and  most  expensive  year  of 
war,  was  <£t)3/J54,g78  (3)  and,  was  not  the 
natural  njode  of  estimating,  to  state  what 
part  of  this  expenditure  could,  in  conse- 
quence of  peace,  be  dispensed  with  }  Yes, 
this  v/as  the  fair  and  only  rational  couise  of 
proceeding;  but  this  course  would  not  have 
suited  the  object,  which  you  had  in  view. 
Ihe  specific  deductions  you  could  have  ven- 
tured to  make  from  the  expenditure  oi  18jOI 
would,  opon  the  whole,  have  produced  no 
Very  considerable  diminution,  whereas,  a 
comparison  between  the  expenditure  of 
3  601  and  that  of  17^1  was  striking  ;  it  was 

(2)  See  that  specimen  of  most  disgusting  va- 
nity, (o!!y,  and  arrogance,  Mr.  Addington's  speech 
Bt  the  Rejdlnj^  Ball;  Register,  Vol.  11.  n    lo-G 

(3)  SceK£sist«r,Vol.  II,  p.jix,  "  ' 
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calculated  to  produce  instant  effect  upon  the 


gaping,  greedy  gamblers  in  the  funds.  To 
add  ci;  700,006  to  the  last  peace  establish- 
ment, was  much  easier  than  to  subtr;.ct 
^40,000,000  or  even  £25  000,000  from  the 
establishment  of  the  war.  (4) 

The  two  lirst  heads  of  your  estimate,  as 
new-arranged  by  me,  I  must  allow  to  be 
correct,  because,  though  I  have  not  the  ma- 
terials whereby  to  verify  them,  they^re  of  a 
nature  not  to  be  materially  mistated.  It  is 
the  third  head  that  furnishes  the  object  of 
detection  and  exposure.  Under  this  head 
you  state,  that  the  army,  navy,  and  ordnance 
will,  during  the  present  pence,  cost  only 
700,000  a  year  more  than  those  departments 
of  service  cost  during  the  last  peace.  You  do, 
indeed,  provide  for  an  evasion  by  saying, 
parenthetically,  that  this  calculation  is  ex- 
cluiive  of  any  augmentations  that  may  take 
place  3  but,  the  evident  tendency  of  all  youC 
statements  and  declarations,  is,  to  discou- 
rage the  idea  of  any  such  augmentation. 
Let  us,  then,  first  inquire  what  was  the  an- 
nual expense  of  maintaining  the  army,  navy, 
and  ordnance,  at  the  lime  which  you  have 
chosen  to  refer  to.  In  the  same  report 
which  you  cite  (the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  in  17yl) 
liie  said  annual  expense  was  stated  at 
o£4, 123,842,  of  which  .12.000,000  for  the 
navy,  c£l,743,842  for  the  army,  and 
06375,000  for  the  ordnance.  Adding  to 
this  expense  the  i/700>000,  which  you,  ia 
your  estimate,  allow  for  increase  of  expense 
in  these  branches  of  the  public  service,  our 
present  peace  establishir.ent,  would  be, 
o£  4,823,542  according  to  the  following 
more  arithmetical  es.hibition  : 

'  Navy  ........  .£2,00,-00 

Expenditure  last  peace-^  Army     1,748,841 

Oidnaiict . ,  . .  . .      ^7q,o-;o 


Add  vour  increase    . , 
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Your  estimate  of  the  present  pejce  esta- 

Lliiliment    [^^ ,%  1 }.  % iz 

Such,  Sir,  was  your  estimate  on  the  21st 
of  June,  1602;  such  was  the  estiinate 
which  tlie  last  most  negligent,  and  infa- 
tuated Parliament  sanctioned  by  their  vote 
of  that  day;  and  such  were  the  grounds, 
on  which  the  more  infatuated  people  were 
called  on  to  applaud  the  peace  of  Amiens-, 
and  to  repose  unlimited  coniidence,  in  your 
v>'isdom,  integrity,  and  candour  !  On  the 
10th  of  December,  1802,  in  less   than  six 

(4)  See  Ret;ister,  Vol.  IT.  p.  i  r.iq  and  i7r5, 
■where  it  will  be  seen,  that  Mr.  Addington  calcu- 
lated the  savin;;;  of  peace,  at  one  time,  at  4c  niil« 
lijr.?,  and,  at  anothe-.-  time,  at  23  raillioijs. 
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months  after  this  estimate  went  forth  to 
the  world,  you  came  to  Parliament  with  an- 
other, founded  upon  the  experience  which 
that  space  of  time  had  afforded  you.  In 
this  second  estimate  of  the  establishment  of 
the  present  peace,  you  rise  from  ^"4, 823,842 
to  o£  10,533,000  (5).  But,  this  is  still  short 
of  the  real  expenditure;  for,  in  the  very 
same  speech,  in  which  you  made  this  ehti- 
mate,  you  ask  for  supplie;:,  for  the  year 
1803,  to  the  amount  of  .i  14.957,325  which 
supplies  have  since  been  voted  by  the  Par- 
liament, as  follows  :  (6) 
Navy,   ordinaries,   extraordinaries,   and 

buildings /djf^g.vS 

Army  and  extraordinaries 7,3c;o,oco 

Ordnance  .,..,.. 7'^7'9-i7 

H'9i7.;25 
Subtract  the  amount  of  estimate  of  zist 

June,  l8c2    •••. 4,i'^23,S42 

DifTerence  between  the  estimate  of  j.ist 

June,  and  that  of  the  loth  of  Dec./ 10,1.33.483 

Thus,  then,  here  is  the  trifling  sum  of 
ten  millions  added  to  your  first  estimate  of 
the  annual  expenditure  of  the  present 
peace!  And,  pray,  Sir,  let  it  not  be  said, 
that  circumstances  had  changed,  that  France 
was  become  more  powerful  or  more  hostile  ; 
for,  this  last  mentioned  estimate  was  laid 
before  the  parliament  just  after  you  had  re- 
solved, a  second  time,  to  sunender  the  Cape  rf 
Good  Hope,  and  at  a  time  when  you  talked 
of  nothing  but  peace  and  oeconomy.  Let 
it  not  be  insinuated,  that  you  could  not  fore- 
see the /zrese7it  crisis ;  for,  I  make  no  allusion 
to  it.  The  armmnent  is  laid  totally  out  of 
iny  calculations  and  my  reasoning  :  I  am 
merely  comparing  the  estimate,  which  you 
made  upon  a  prospect  of  peace,  on  the 
2ist  of  June,  with  that  which  vou  made, 
upon  the  same  prospect  of  peace,  on  the 
loth  of  December :  I  am  speaking  of  tlie 
savings  of  peace,  and  not  oi"  the  expenses  of  a 
ne/vo  ivar.  Your  peace  was  made  and  justi- 
fied upon  the  principle  oi cecono^ny  :  it  is  upon 
that  principle  that  I  am  now  tr)ing  it,  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  expenses,  which 
•■A'lli  be  brought  on  the  country  by  the  pre- 
sent armament,  and  which  have  already 
arisen  out  of  the  disbanding  and  dismant- 
ling system  of  ycu  and  your  colleagues: 
these  will  enter  into  another  view  of  the 
subject  :  at  present,  my  object  is  to  expose 
the  fallacy  of  your  estimates,  as  applicable  to 
a  state  of  peace,  to  a  continuation  of  that 
peace,  by  the  means  of  which  you  were  to 
"  husband  our  resources  :''  those  estimates, 
"by  Vvhieli  the  people  have  been  deluded,  and 


UAL  REGISTER. 


[520 


(0  See  Register,  Vol.  II.  p,  78:. 
(6)  Ibid.  p.  779. 


by  which  you  have  prolonged.your  ill-gotten 
and  worse-employed  pow^-r. 

Ten  mtlhons  !  A  sum  nearly  equal   to   the 
whole   of  our   expenditure  some  years  ago  : 
and   this  sum  nov.'   constitutes  the  difference 
only  in  your  ditl'erent  estimates  of  the  same 
peace   establishment  !    Buonaparte   had   ex- 
tended his  power,    it   is  true  ;   but,  he  had 
siezed  on   Eiba,  Italy,  and  Piedmont,   pre- 
vious to  the  signature  of  the  treaty  ;   and,  as 
to  Germ.:iny  and   Switzerland,  those  were 
points  which  you  had  yielded  previous    to 
your  second  estimate.     If  you  were  appre- 
hensive of  approaching  war,  in   the  month 
of  December,   to  what  are  we   to  attribute 
your  second  order   to  surrender  the  Cape? 
I    7\nd,   if  vou  were  not,  if  you  had  returned 
to  your  former  confidence  in  the  pacific  dis- 
po<<iLion  of  France,  how  will  you  account  for 
the  more  than  tripling  of  your  estimate  of 
the  naval  and  military  expenditure  of  peace  ? 
Either  you  believed  your  estimate  of  June  to 
be  correct,  or  you   did  not.     If  the  latter, 
what  becomes  of  your  candour;   if  the  for- 
mer, where  is  your  understanding  ?  But,  it 
is  notji'0?<;r  character;  that  were  a  trifle;  it 
is  the  character  of  the  parliament  and  of  the 
nation  that  is  herein  committed.     Your  es- 
timate of  June  went  forth,    not  only  to  the 
people  of  this   country,   but   to   the   whole 
monied  and   commercial  world,   sanctioned 
by  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
votes   of  Vvhose   proceedings   it  is  recorded. 
If  a  statement  thus  solemnly  made,  passed, 
and  promulgated,  be  found  totally  destitute 
of  truth,  on  what  are  men  to  place  their  re- 
liance ?  Where  are  they  to  look  for  authen- 
tic information  ?  Where  are  they  to  seek  for 
the   grounds  of    public   confidence  ?    The 
House  of  Commons  suflered  itself  in  this,  as 
it  has  done  in   too  many  other  instances,   to 
be  the  ladder  of  ministerial   ambition;  and, 
when  the  aspiring   individual  is  a  Walpole, 
a   Chatham,  or  a  Pitt,  one  may  find  some- 
thing to  palhate,  though  nothing  to  justify, 
such  blind  acquiescence ;  but,   that  an  as- 
sembly, chosen    by   the   people    to   watch 
over  all  their  public  interests,  and  more  es- 
pecially those  of  a  pecuniary  nature;   that 
six  hundred  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  se- 
lected for  their  wisdom,  their  integrity,  and 
their  diligence,  and  calling  themselves  the 
constitutional    guardians    of    the    national 
purse  ;  that,  amongst  these  persons,  no  one 
should  have  been  found  to  say  NO  to  an 
estimate  so  glaringly  fallacious;   that  they 
should  all,  all  have  become  tame,  passive  in- 
struments  in  your   hands,  the   tools  where- 
with to  work  your  way  into  the  wealth  and 
honours  of  the  country,  is  a  fact  that  stings 
one  to  the  soul.    Thousands  of  whigs  bawl» 
ing  f'jr  pailiatiientary  reform,  tens  of  lhou-> 
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sands  of  republicans  raving  for  liberty  and 
equality,  millions  of  canting  miscreatits 
praying  for  the  reign  of  the  saints,  are  not, 
with  all  their  united  exertions,  half  so  dan- 
gerous to  the  government  of  England  as  one 
fact  like  thisj  the  natural  and  inevitably 
tendency  of  which  is,  iirst  to  disgust,  and 
finally  to  alienate,  every  man,  able  and  wil- 
ling to  render  service  to  the  state. 

I  should  noM'  enter  on  the  remaining  part 
of  my  task  J  but,  as  I  perceive,  that  the 
comparison  which  I  purpose  to  draw  be- 
tween the  receipts  and  expenses  of  peace 
and  those  of  war,  if  war  had  been  conti- 
nued, would  require  more  room  than  I  have 
at  present  to  spare,  I  shall  defer  the  two 
last  topics  of  my  proposed  discussion  to  my 
next. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  yours, 

&C.    &LC.  Wu.  CoBBETT. 

Duk^  Street,  JFestmhistcr, 
April  5,  iSOii, 


APOTHECARIES     HALL.  —  FIRST  OF  APRIL. 

Celebration  of  Mr.   Hlley  Addingto7is  Birt'b- 

day  ;  and  Ainitversary  of  the  arrival  of  the 

Treaty  of  Amiens  ( 1 ) . 

The  attendance  of  Friday  did  credit  to 
(hp  nation. 

The  company  began  to  assen;ble  at  an 
early  hour.  The  friends  of  the  Family  were  in 
great  numbers,  and  in  high  spirits.  The 
preparations  were  splendid  in  the  extreme, 
and  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  for 
the  whole  number  of  guests,  had  not  the 
Reading  Long  Coach  suddenly  driven  up 
to  the  door  just  as  the  company  were  sitting 
down  to  dinner,  with  a  reinforcement  not 
the  less  welcome  for  being  unexpected. 
The  passengers  consisted  of  persons  who 
had  distinguished  themselves  at  the  Read- 
ing Ball,  on  the  First  of  October  in  last 
year  (2),  and  who  came  in  the  expectation  of 
hearing  another  Speech  on  Peace,  similar 
to  the  one  which  v.'as  addressed  to  them  on 
that  occasion,  just  two  days  previous  to  the 
remonstrance  against  the  subjugation  of 
Switzerland. 

As  soon  as  the  arrangements  of  politeness 
between  the  London  guests  and  their  rural 
invaders  were  satisfactorily  adjusted,  the 
company  sat  down  to  dinner. 

The  decorations  of  tiie  table  were  in  a 
style  highly  creditable  to  the  taste  of  the 
officer  of  the  Hall,  entrusted  with  the  care 
of  that  department. 

The  centre  ornaments  consisted  of  models 
of  ships  of  the  line,  in  pastry- work,  to  the 


(i)  A  circiimrtantial  aroinu  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Mini.-ter''j  Bir'Ji-ctay  on  ?vlic!u\flmi»s 
day  ia-r,  will  be  found  in  Vcl.  IL  ji,  wj-i- 

[i)    ctr  Vol,  11     p     lOir. 
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exact  number  of  fifty,  each  bearing  on  its 
flag  the  date  of  its  preparation  for  sea,  all 
of  them  within  the  space  of  one  lunar 
month;  in  illusion  to  Mr.  Addington's  fa- 
mous pledge  in  the  Mouse  of  Commons, 

As  soon  as  the  cloth  was  removed,  and 
after  the  usual  preliminary  toasts^  the  Chair- 
man gave — 

"  The  Peace  of  Amiens  :  the  conciliation 
which  governed,  and  the  drmness  which  main- 
tains it  ;" 

wliich  was  drank  with  rapturous  applause. 
This  was  followed  by  the  well-known  fa- 
vourite song  of  "  The  Pilot  that  Moored  us  in 
Peace  (3),"  composed  in  praise  of  the  elder 
Mr.  Addington,  as  it  is  supposed  by  the 
younger.  The  following  stanza  in  this 
justly  popular  and  well-timed  ballad  :  — 

()  !    take  then,  for  honour  luilk  spirit  mahitniKed, 

Vv.i   councils,  by  judgment   and   prudence  ma- 
tured ; 
O  !   rake,   tor   the  Peace,  which  thy  Wisdom  has 
g.nned, 

The   th.(iii-;s   of   an   E.npire   whose    rights    are 
SfcurtJ — 

WIS  received  with  a  thunder  of  applau<;e 
and  exiiltation,  and  loudly  and  rei)eated!y 
encored.  Its  happy  application  to  existing 
circumstances,  seemed  to  make  a  forcible 
im[)ression  on  the  feelings  of  all  who  were 
present. 

The  next  tonst  was  very  appropriate, 
being  suggested  in  great  part  by  the  orna- 
ments on  the  table  already  described. 

"  The  Premier's  three  promises — Profound 
peace,  fifty  sail  of  the  line  in  a  month,  and  a  miU 
lion  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year." 

We  muse  leave  to  the  sensibility  of  our 
readers  to  imagine  the  delirium  of  pleasure 
which  this  toast  occasioned. 

Then  followed— 

"  The  French  Commercial  Commissioners  at 
the  diffirent  Ports  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 
— Thiee  times  three. 

"  The  Fust  Consul  of  France  !  Peace  and  good 
understanding  with  liim  ;  and  may  we  never  dis- 
place an  Administration  wliich  he  protects,  to 
make  room  for  a  faction  which  he  fears  !""Niiie 
times  nine. 

"   The  Family." 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  enthu- 
siasm with  which  this  toast  was  received. 
It  gave  place  only  to  the  more  tender  emo- 
tions w.iich  were  excited  by  the  following 
beautiful  Anacreontic,  with  which  the  com- 
pany were  favoured  by  three  capital  voices, 
said  to  be  composed  for  the  occasion  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Fells. 

ATSiACPvEONTIC. 

Kow  blest,  how  firm  the  statesman  stands, 
(Him  no  low  intrigue  shall  meve) 

Circled  by  faithful  kind'ed  bands. 
And  propp'd  by  \'or^dfTat^:rnJ!  love  ! 

fj^   Sec  Vol.  Ji.  p.  1057. 
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"When  his  speeches  hohble  vilely, 

AVhat  "  hfir  him-  .'"  burst  from  Brother  Hiley; 

When  his  faulterinc;  periods  lag, 

Hark  to  the  cheers  of  Brother  Brag  ! 

When  the  faultering  peril  ds  lag, 
Or  hi,^  yawning  audience  flag  ; 
When  his  speeches  hol)l>le  vilely, 
Or  tlie  House  leceive*!  them  drily; 
Cheer,  O  !   cheer  him,  Brother  Krae;  ! 
Cheer,  O  !   cheer  liim,  Brother  Hiley  ! 

Each  a  gentleman  at  large, 
l>odged  and  fed  at  public  charge  ; 
Paying  (with  a  grace  to  charm  ye)  ; 
This  the  FLEET,  and  that  the  army. 

Brother  Brag  and  Brother  Hiley, 
Cheer  turn,  when  he  speaks  so  vilely  ; 
Cheer  him,  when  his  audience  Hag, 
Brother  Hiley,   Brother  Brag  ! 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  effect  of  this 
exqnisite  little  piece  of  poetry. 

The  toast  which  succeeded,  and  which 
concluded  the  festivity  of  the  day,  was 
fldnpled  to  the  particular  day  and  occasion 
ofmeelingj  and  was  in  some  sort  a  ques- 
tion put  for  the  decision  of  the  company. 

"  May  the  Peace  of  -'miens  he  annually  com- 
memorated on  the  /iiif  of  Apiil  !" 

If  we  may  judge  from  the  reception 
which  it  met  v/ith,  this  sentiment  was  con- 
genial to  the  V.  ishes  and  feelings  of  all 
those  to  who.n  it  was  addressed  3  and  we 
have  little  d  ubt  that,  for  years  to  come, 
(should  it  plea.se  Buonaparte  to  continue  to 
us  the  present  advcmtageons  peace,  and  to 
countenance  the  present  "  respectable"  ad- 
riinistration,  so  long),  we  shall  have  to  an- 
nounce to  our  readers  that  this  j^rsi  ot 
treaties,  concluded  under  the  auspices  of  the 
^rsi  of  ministers,  has  been  appropriately  ce- 
lebrated on  the  first  of  the  month  in  which 
we  are  now  writing;  and  we  are  persuaded, 
that  long  after  the  treaty  of  Amiens  shall 
have  been  not  only  annulled,  but  utterly 
disbelieved,  anl  the  naaie  of  Addingtoii 
irretrievably  forgotten,  there  will  remain 
attached  to  the^^rst  of  April  a  certain  pecu- 
liar character  of  simple  sacredness  and  holi- 
day gaiety,  for  which  future  ages  will,  per- 
haps, be  at  a  lo'^s  to  account,  but  which  will^ 
in  fact,  have  originated  from  the  double  ce- 
lebration of  Friday. 

""  PUBLIC   PAPERS. 

OrriCIAL    TAiMlRS    RELATIVE    TO    GOREF. 
The  Commandant  and  ^himini^ir.itor- Oencral  of  Senegal 
and  Us  Dctinclencia,    to    the  Mhlhiir  for  ^a-oal  a'.d 

Col-:'d.d  J[iuirs.—S   lU-^.d,  Jj:n..  5,    1803. 

Citizen  Mini>tcr, — !  iiave  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress to  you  the  ,s'.;l<j  iintd  currespomltncc  be- 
tween mystlf  and  CtMonti  Fiazer,  Governor  of 
poiee,  eiiice  rnv  arrival  at  Senegal,  in  order  tl;,u 
you  msy  tlKr'--hy  uudt  1  ;-i;'.riLi  in  what  manner  that 
Governo!,  for  the  ivjug  id  tireat  hi  itain,  appears 
to  evade  tiie  restitii  11  1,  ^.i  the  i-k  ot  Goree,  even 
^iter  having  aJiured  me,  iiui  he  would  very  soon 


specify  the  very  day  upon  which  he  sliould  be 
ready  acinally  to  cede  it. — Not  knowing  wliat 
might  be  liis  true  motives  for  an  evasive  conduct 
so  extraordinary,  1  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
inforni  you  of  the  fact,  as  soon  as  it  appeared  10 
me  to  be  attended  with  su'ipicious  circumstances, 
I  have  the  lionour  to  inform  yoj,  that  I  have,  for 
tliis  end,  dispatched  the  galliot  La  Legere  to 
Rochforc,  ss  the  most  certain  and  expeditions 
jneans   that    I  could   on  this  occasion  employ. — 

Elancmt. 

Jr.n  26. — Since  the  date  of  tl^ic  above  letier,  I 
liave  received  another  letter  frora  Gorce,  wliith  I 
likewise  submit. 

The  Commandfvi  a^d  Adnttnitrct':r-Gerieral  of  Senegal 
and  its  Depefidenr'iet^  to  Col.  Fra'x.er,  iiovirnor  /or  hh 
J' ■.■•tannic  Al.-ijeitj'  of  tiiL  h'e  oj  Goid. — Stn:g(i!, 
O.-t.  -^o,  i8oi. 

Governor, -—I  have  the  honour  to  address  to. 
you  the  subjoined  orders  from  his  Majesty,  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  respecting  the  restitution 
of  Goree.  Having  orders  to  take  possession  of 
that  Isle  and  the  factories  dependent  upon  it,  as 
Commissary  for  the  French  Repuhiic,  I  request 
yon  to  inform  me  on  what  d-ay  it  may  be  most 
agreeable  to  you,  that  we  should  carry  into  effect 
the  (>rders  of  onr  respective  Governments  ;  audi 
that  the  French  garrison  should  go  to  relieve  the 
gsrrison  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  now  in  the  Isle. 
—  I  have  given  orders  to  Citizen  Montforr,  En- 
sfigne  de  Tiaiiscr:!/,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  and  of 
the  dispatches  from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  in- 
quire, at  the  same  t'me,  whether  you  l;ave  orders 
to  return  the  sakiie  of  our  artiUery  with  an  equal 
number  of  guns.'  He  w'ill  also  sigriify  to  you, 
that  I  iiave  the  greatest  pleasuie  in  tlic  prospect 
of  seeing  you  personally,  and  of  passing  some 
short  time  in  your  company,  vi'hich  this  occasion 
affords. — Permit  me.  Sir,  to  recommend  to  your 
civilities,  during  his  st^iy  at  Goree,  tiris  ofiicer, 
wiio  is  known  to  me  for  honourable  conduct,  and 
who,  on  this  occasion,  offered  himself  to  he  the 
bcjrcr  of  these  dispatches,  instead  of  my  Aid-de- 
Crttnp. — Blanckcl. 

To  Jits  E.vrrlltiicy  General  Blanchoi,  Comniandnnt  and 
Ad'Kitthtrator-General  of  Senegal,  C^c. — Goree,  No- 
■Vf ruler  9,  1802. 

Sii, —  I  have  had  the  lionour  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  26th  of  last  month,  by  which,  1  am 
informed  that  you  have  authority,  as  Commissary 
ot  the  Frencli  Republic,  to  take  possession  of  this 
ls!e,  and  are  also  the  bearer  of  orders  from  his 
Britannic  Majesty  to  me,  relative  to  the  same  ob- 
ject.— 1  am  ready  to  deliver  up  tliis  place  to  you. 
as  soon  as  a  transport,  which  I  expect,  shall  tur- 
n  si:  me  v.dth  t!ie  means  of  evacuation,  and  of 
I  catryinj  away  the  garrison,  provisions,  &:c. — Ths 
I  arrival  of  this  transport  may  be  speedily  expected 
fvoin  the  meaMires  1  have  taken  tor  that  purpose. 
—  As  soon  as  the  transport  arrives,  I  shall  have 
the  iionoui  to  wiite  to  you  in  order  to  settle  the 
day  for  restoring  to  you  this  isle,  conform.ibly  to 
the  oiders  of  our  respective  Governments. — I  rely- 
also  upon  the  cbliging  offer  you  have  communi- 
ca  ed  to  me  verhally  by  your  Aid  de-Camp,  M. 
Mont  fort,  tliat  assistance  w'lll  serve  to  convey 
pan  of  my  provisions  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  quan- 
tity being  rather  large. — Your  salute  shall  be  re- 
turned gun  for  gun. — Peimii  me  to  congratulate 
you  upon  your  rciurti  ro  a  colony  which  you  have 
bepii  able  to  preserve  during  so  long  .1  war,  and  to 
assure  you  of  the  p!e;isure  i  oh^U  have  in  culu- 
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vatinj^   a    particular   acquaintance'   wiili    you.— I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. — John  Frazn: 

The  Cemmandant  and  Adrn'mhtratoy-Genernl  of  Sencgr,/ 
nnJ  its  DepenJf-ncies,  tr>  Coluiul  P-  n-x.cr,  Goi\-rnor  for 
his  Br-lt:ii:n!c  Majesty^  of  the  Isle  of  Gone, — Hciugal, 
11  Brumiire. 

M.  GoveriiOi',-— Citizen  Montfort  has  delivered 
to  me  the  letter  you  did  ine  the  honour  to  write 
to  nie,  under  date  ot  the  9th  Nov,  1S02  (iSth  Bru- 
maire). — .The  unceriainty  in  which  it  places  the 
<lav  upon  which  we  shall  be  ahle  to  carry  into 
■execution  the  ciders  of  our  respective  G'jvern- 
ments,  has  determined  nie  to  dispatch  immedi- 
ately the  corvette  Impatient,  charged  with  a  mis- 
yioQ  posterior  to  tlie  resuming  the  possession  of 
the  [sle  of  Gorec,  and  to  make  use  for  that  object 
of  a  sloop  and  a  cutter  of  the  Kepublic,  which  arc 
to  remain  here  under  my  orders. —  I  j')in  with 
Citiacn  Arnous,  Licui.enant-Commander  of  the 
Impatient,  in  intreating  you  to  procure  him  the 
succours  which  he  may  want  during  his  stay  in 
Goree  Harhour,  where  he  is  going  to  wood  and 
water — \s  the  arrival  of  t!ie  transport  which 
you  expect  may  cau^e  a  delay  in  the  execution 
of  our  respective  ordeis.  which  might,  perhaps, 
bring  apin  us  the  leproach  of  dilatoriness,  which 
certainly  neither  of  us  would  wish  to  desefvc,  I 
Iuve  the  honour  to  observe  to  you,  that  we  may 
efFett  the  resuming  the  possession  of  the  Isle  of 
Coiee,  before  the  arrival  of  your  transport,  by  tak- 
ing all  the  precautions  which  you  may  think  neces- 
sary to  ensure  the  preservation  of  the  articles 
which  the  iransport  may  alterv^fards  carry  away. 
One  of  the  vessels  which  I  shall  carry  with  me, 
may  be  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  your 
garrison  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  another  in  the 
conveyance  of  your  person  and  some  effects.  I 
beg  you  to  take  into  consideration,  what  I  have 
the  honour  to  propose  to  you,  and  to  inform  me 
of  your  di.-positions.  Receive,  Sir,  the  assurances 
of  my  sensihility,  and  extreme  gratitude,  for  the 
.obliging  and  ilatiering  expressions  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  yom-  letter,  and  be  persuaded,  that  I  am 
impatient  to  have  the  lionour  of  seeing  you,  and 
thanking  yon  in  person.  Health,  esteem,  and 
consideration. — BLinchot. 

To  his  Excdhncy  General  E'aiichot,  CommoftJatit  and 
Administrator-General  of  Senegal^  &c.  &'c.^Goree, 
Nov.  22. 

Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  27th  Biumaire,  I  re- 
ceived the  day  befoie  yesterday,  and  I  avail  my- 
self of  the  opportunity  of  a  ship,  on  the  point  of 
^crting  sail  for  Senegal,  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
el pt  of  it. — You  have  stated  to  me  that  you  were 
ready  to  receive  this  place.  I  regret  extremely 
that  there  should  be  any  delay  in  delivering  it  up 
to  you;  but  to  my  great  astonishment,  no  trans- 
port has  yet  arrived  to  carry  away  the  garrison, 
/et  I  do  not  know  of  any  example  of  an  Eiitjli^h 
garrison  having  evacuated  an  inland  restored  by  a 
treaty  of  p»ace,  under  any  flag  hnt  its  own  ;  and 
as  (unless  the  conveyance  of  the  troops  elsewhere 
W3S  immediately  necessary)  1  might  be  severely 
reprimanded  for  quitting  the  place  in  such  a  man- 
rer  ;  an  effect  to  which,  I  am  convinced,  you 
w)ii.:d  not  have  me  expose  myself.  I  beg  yon  not 
to  be  displeased  at  my  deferring  a  final  ansv/cr  to 
your  proposal  to  procure  French  ships  to  carry 
away  the  p'"csent  garrison  of  Goree,  until  the  re- 
turn of  a  ship  which  I  h.ive  dispatched  to  Sierra 
Leone,  and  which  I  expect  very  shortly,  as  the 
wind  h.as  been  very  favourable  since  she  sailed. — 
i  will  not  fail,  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  any  trans- 


port whatever,  to  give  you  immct'iate  notice  of 
it.  This  circumstance  will  be  the  more  desirable, 
because  it  appears  to  methrt  the  vessels  at  your 
disposal  at  Scnejal  would  not  be  sudicient,  with- 
out larihcr  assistance,  to  carry  away  the  garti'on 
and  the  provisions.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
&c. — John  Frazer. 

P.  S. Captain  Mallard  having  informed  me  of  Jiis 
intention'of  going  to  Sentg.rl,  I  have  begged  him  to 
deliver  this  letter  to  you,  and  to  assure  you  of  my 
impatience  to  surrender  the  isle  to  you  as  soon  as 
I  shall  have  sufficient  means  for  conveying  tire 
garrison  and  the  provisions. 

Th.is  letter  is  foUov/cd  by  two  from  the  French 
Commandant,  in  the  first  of  which  he  thanks 
Colonel  Fraztr  for  .having  informed  him  that  lie 
had  taken  up  four  French  sailors  who  had  de:>ert- 
ed,  and  whom  he  had  sent  on  board  two  French 
ships. — In  the  second  letter,  he  acquaints  the  Co- 
lonel, that,  in  order  to  avoid  expense  and  delay, 
he  had  sent  on  board  an  American  ship,  provi- 
sions for  the  use  of  the  French,  atter  the  surrender 
of  Goree.  He  requests  the  Colonel  to  give  the 
requisite  assistance  to  the  oiTicers  sent  to  place 
them  in  magazines,  and  to  take  care  cf  them.~- 
in  a  subsequent  letter,  dated  December  19,  Colonel 
Frazer  informs  (General  Bianchot,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived his  letter  by  M.  Dainville,  and  had  allowed 
tlMt  gentleman  to  bring  on  land  ccrtaiii  quantities 
of  provisions  intended  for  the  future  u-^e  of  the 
French  ;  and  that  the  galliot  he  had  dispatched 
to  Sierra  Leone,  had  returned  with  letteis  from 
the  Governor;  that  a  transport  to  carry  away  the 
British  from  Goree  would  sail  on  the  4ih  or  5th  of 
December. — In  another  lettei-  of  the  a6th  of  Deo. 
Colonel  Frazer  writes,  that  since  hia  last,  Commo- 
dore Hollovvell,  in  the  Argo,  had,  in  the  course  of 
a  vovage  for  the  annua!  inspection  of  the  Biiti&h 
estabiishmeat,  on  tlie  coist  of  Africa,  touched  at 
Goiee,  and  informed  Colonel  Fr.^zei,  tliat  a  part 
of  the  stores  an-i  provisions  which  Colonel  Frazer 
meant  to  have  taken  to  Sierra  Leone  v/erc  intend- 
ed to  be  used  in  a  different  service;  in  consequence 
it  became  necessary  to  :wait  the  arrival  of  a  veiiel 
dispatched  from  England  wi'h  particular  orders 
respectiirg  those  stores,  before  it  be  posjible  for 
the  British  to  evacuate  Goree. — ."^n  answer  to  thnse 
two  letters,  dated  January  4th,  signifies  to  Colojicl 
Frazer,  that  General  Blanchot,  bei.ig  willing  to 
take  charge  of  whatever  stores  the  British  sliould 
lind  it  convenient  to  leave,  for  a  time,  at  Gone, 
would  expect,  that  the  day  previously  fixed  !()r 
the  cession  of  the  isle,  should  not  be  altered  on 
account  of  any  change  in  the  destination  of  tho-^e 
stores,  and  wou'd  therefore  come  to  take  posses 
sion  of  the  isle  on  the  da)'  agreed  upon,  unless  he 
should  again  hear  from  Cidonel  Frazer,  with  a 
more  decisive  refu.salof  the  cession,  upon  weigh- 
tier reasons.  To  this  letter  Colonel  Frazer  sent 
tlie  following  ansv/er : 

G:ici,  J.I-.  14,  1803. 

Sir,  — In  answer  to  your  letter  01  the  4ih  in- 
stant, which  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  on  the 
r  lib,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of 
the  26th  of  Dec.  l8cs;  and  to  observe,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  information  which  !  announced 
to  you,  that  I  had  received  fiom  Cummolore  Hol- 
lowell,  subscrjuent  to  the  date  of  my  letter  of  Dec. 
Itjih;  it  appears  necessary  for  nie  to  wait  here  at 
least  some  time,  for  the  arrival  01  a  vessel  front 
England  .instead  of  proceeding,  as  1  had  pro- 
posed, to  embark  the  troops  and  all  other  things 
whatsoever,  on  board  the  transport  from  Sierra 
Leone.  This  is  so  much  the  more  necessary,  be- 
cauic,  ao  the  Commodore  sailed  ncarlv  in  the  ead 
S  4 
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of  Octoher,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  vessel 
which  I  expect  may  arrive  one  of  the.-e  days.  I 
should,  therefnie,  have  wished  to  delay  writing  to 
you  till  I  might  have  been  able  to  announce  that 
vessel's  arrival,  if  I  had  not  feared  that  such  a  de- 
lay mijiht  appear  to  imply  a  v-ant  of  due  regard 
for  yourself  personally,  to  v.hom  it  is  vr.v  earnest 
desire  to  testily  all  possible  respect  upon  this  oc- 
casion.— permit  me  to  add,  that  as  you  cxp-essed 
in  your  letter  of  the  iSth  of  Is^ovember,  an  ap- 
prehension lest  any  delay  in  the  restitution  of 
Goree  shoidd  bring  upon  us  the  blarae  of  our  re- 
spective govcrrments,  I  shall  be  ready  to  do  you 
justice,  and  to  become  personally  responsible  for 
any  blame  that  may  arise  en  account  of  a  delay 
vhich  has  been  occasioned  by  unavoidable  acci- 
dents as  to  time. — Jo/m  Eraser. 

To  this  letter,  the  following  is  the  answer  of 
General  Blanchot. 

Senegal,  J.m.  75. 

Sir,— I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the 
14th  Januaiy,  1803,  in  which  you  do  me  the  ho- 
nour to  say,  that  you  refer  me  to  your  letter  of  the 
26th  December  last,  by  which  1  had  been  inform- 
ed, that  though  the  transport  you  expected  from 
Sierra  Leone  had  arrived,  it  appeared  to  you  ne- 
cessary, since  the  arrival  of  the  Argo,  to  await 
the  arrival  of  another  vessel  before  you  could  ef- 
fectuate the  restitution  ot  Goree.  In  consequence 
of  this,  I  shall  not  repair  to  Goree  till  you  do  me 
the  honour  of  informing  me,  that  nothing  remains 
to  retard  il.e  execution  of  our  respective  orders. — I 
am  infinitely  grate'ul  for  what  you  say  in  your 
last  letter,  obliging  to  myself  personally  in  regard 
to  the  delays  of  the  restuutJon  of  Goree.  But,  [ 
hope,  that  the  precautious  I  have  taken,  will  pre- 
serve me  from  all  blarsnc. — I,  however,  intreatyou, 
Sir,  to  accept  my  thanks,  with  the  assurance  of  my 
esteem  and  consideration. — BLiihhot. 


FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
French  Manifesto  iii^eit-d  ni  thr  Hamburgh  Cor- 
respondenten,  of  tke  ]st  cf  ^'Ip'il,  1803,  at  the  De- 
sire of  the  ih it  Cotrul,  and  dated  Pans-,  March  I  ;. 
For  several  months  past,  a  paper  war  has  been 
carried  on  between  the  Frer.ch  and  English  jour- 
nalists and  pamphleteers.  This  was  in  a  manner 
the  last  dying  ember  of  an  extinguished  confla- 
gration ;  the  last  comfort  of  a  despai.ing  faction  ; 
the  nourishment  of  pitiful  passions,  or^of  hungry 
fciibblers.  The  Ficnch  Government  was,  there- 
lore,  not  disposed  to  cons  der  it  as  a  matter  of 
importance.  Although  some  difficulties  prevailed, 
with  respect  to  the  con:plete  txecuiion  of  the 
treaij'  of  Amiens,  yet  France  rv  lied  on  the  justice 
of  Eiitain,  and  eniployed  heiseif  exciujivclv  with 
the  restoration  of  her  colonies.  Trusting  to  the 
sanctity  of  treaties,  she  dispersed  the  remnant  of 
heriratitime  power,  which  had  been  saciihced  to 
the  English  fleets. — Suddenly  appears  a  solemn 
message  from  the  Caliinet  ot  St.  Janies's,  and  in- 
forms all  Europe,  that  France  is  making  immense 
preparations  in  her  havbouis  and  m  those  of  Hoi- 
land  ;  a  proposal  is  made  in  Parliament,  to  grant 
extraordinary  means  of  defence  to  the  King  of 
England,  such  as  are  consistent  with  the  security 
of  the  British  Empire,  and  with  the  hont^ur  ot 
the  three  crowns.  'I'lie  sudden  appearance  of 
such  a  Message,  renders  it  doubtful,  whether  it  is 
the  e^ect  )f  t;eason,  or  imurittv,  or  of  iiiibeciliiy. 
If,  on  the  one  hnnd,  we  cast  a  vieu  on  the  ports 
of  France  and  Holland,  whcic  we  discover  naval 
armaments  consisting  only  of  a  few  ships  of  the 
line  and  some  frigates,  destined  for  ditlerent  co- 
lonies ;  aud  on  the  other,    contemplate    the  har- 


bours of  England  filled  with  a  formidable  naval 
pow-er,  we  are  tempted  to  believe,  that  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  Kirig  of  England  implies  merely  3 
co.Trse  irony,  if  this  farce  were  not  unworthy  of 
the  majesty  of  government.  On  considering  the 
influence  of  factions,  in  a  country  boasting  of 
its  liberty,  it  may  be  supposed,  the  King  of  Eng- 
gl?aid  has  only  yielded  to  weakness,  if  weakness 
were  compatible  with  the  principal  qualification 
of  a  King  ,    consequently   there   remain 

no  otherrational  motives  than  those  of  dishonesty  ; 
of  avowed  eiimity  to  the  French  nation;  of  per- 
jury, and  a  desire  of  p'jhiicly  violating  a  solemn 
treaty,  in  order  to  retain  ad\'^ntages,  the  renun- 
ciation of  which  is  demanded  by  the  lionour  of 
France,  and  by  the  faith  of  treaties — On  reading 
thi^  Message,  we  believe  we  exist  in  the  times  of 
those  treaties  which  the  Vandals  concluded  w  itli 
the  degeneiated  Rom-^ns;  when  power  supplied 
the  place  of  public  faith  ;  when  the  enemy  to  be 
assailed  was  previou'ly  calumniated  with  armed 
precipitation.  In  this  morlern  state  of  civiliza- 
tion, there  is  a  certain  respect  which  a  great  mo- 
nsrch,  a  polished  people,  owe  to  each  other;  even 
though  it  consisted  only  in  finding  a  reasonable 
pretext  for  an  unjust  war.  But  here  every  thing 
is  fictitious,  clumsv,  unjust  ;  eternal  warlare  will 
follow  a  shocking  war:  the  more  unjust  the  at- 
tack, the  more  irreconcileabie  must  be  the  hatred. 
— Such  a  piece  of  news  will  doubtless  excite  the 
indignation  of  Europe.  While  Englishmen  them- 
selves, who  are  not  completely  dazzled  by  nntjcmil 
pride,  sigh  on  this  occision  ;  the  Times  calls  the 
peace  of  Amiens  an  armistice,  and  has  published 
the  most  bloody  satire  on  the  guvernnient  which 
it  deftnds  ;  the  sudden  fall  of  the  public  funds  is 
the  first  omen  of  those  ca!amitie.s,  which  may  fol- 
low the  violation  of  all  the  social  rights. — The 
Fre.'^eh  are  rendered  indignant,  rather  than  terri- 
fied, by  I'lnglish  menace.  Their  defeats  have  not 
reduced  their  spirit,  nor  have  their  victories  con- 
tributed to  their  effeminacy:  in  a  war  apparently 
endless,  they  have  seen  all  Europe  conspiring 
against  them.  Their  perseverance,  their  bravery, 
and  the  dextrous  activity  of  their  government, 
have  terminated  that  contest.  This  war  viiould 
have  a  different  object,  France  wdll  fight  for  the 
liberty  ot  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  for  the  sanc^ 
tity  of  their  treaties :  and  if  the  English  govern- 
ment wishes  to  render  it  a  national  wat,  it  may 
easily  happen  that  their  naval  power,  now  so  for- 
midable, might  be  un:ii>!e  to  decide  alone  (single- 
handed)  the  fate  of  England,  and  to  insure  her 
victory. — 'l"he  French,  supported  by  their  just 
cause,  and  being  powerful  froni  the  confidence 
wliich  they  repose  in  their  government,  are  not 
deterred  by  new  expences,  and  new  sacrifices, 
which  this  war  will  necessarily  occasion:  their 
system  of  finances,  moie  simple  and  less  pompous 
than  that  of  London,  is  the  nroi  e  secure  :  all  their 
strengtli  lies  va  thtir  soil  and  in  their  courage. — 
Ou  tire  first  publication  of  the  English  message, 
tlie  views  of  the  world  were  directed  to  the  cabi- 
net of  the  Tjjuillcries  ;  the  least  movements  of  it 
obtained  a  character  of  imponance  ;  ih.e  most  in- 
definite expressions  wcie  cauglu  with  avidity. 
Each  expected  with  impatience  the  assembly  ap- 
pointed for  the  presentation  of  strangers,  which 
occuis  on  one  ot  the  Sundays  every  month,  at  the 
drawing-ioom  of  Mad.  Buonaparte;  each  was  pre- 
pared to  draw  from  it  conclusions  in  his  own  way. 
It  was  as  splendid  as  usual.  The  First  Consul 
who  appealed  on  this  occasion,  saiJ,  on  entering 
the  room  lo  the  English  ambassador,  who  stood  at 
the  side  of  Count  De  Markoff":  '  Isow   we  have 


529] 


APRIL  2  TO  APRIL  9,  18Q3. 


[530 


«  been  fighting  for  twelve  years,  a  storm  appears 
«  to  rise  in  London,  and  they  are  inclined  to  Jight 

<  twelve  ycats  longer.  The  King  of  England  says, 
«  that  France  is  making  immense  naval  piepara- 
'  tions  ;   he  has  been  led  into  error.  In  the  French 

<  ports,  there  is  not  a  single  armament  of  any  con- 

*  sequence  ;  the  whole  fleet  has  sailed  for  St.  Do- 

*  mingo   and  the  colonics.     With   respect  to   the 

*  ports  of  Holland,  which  are  likewise  quoted  in 

*  the  message,  there  is  only  one  armament  under 
«   the  command  of  General  Victor;   and  all  Europe 

*  knows    its    destination   to   be  Louisiana.       The 

*  King  farther  observes,  that  dilTcrences  prevail 
«  between  the  cabinets  of  Paris  and  London.  I 
«  know  of  none.     It   is   true,  England   oupht    to 

*  ev?(cuate  Malta  ;  and  Malta  has  not  been  eva- 
«  cuated;  and  as  his  Britannic  Majesty  is  bound 
»  to   that   effect   by  the   most   solemn   treaty  ever 

*  concluded,  there  can  he  no  doubt  respecting  the 
'  speedy  evacuation  of  this  island.     It  is  intended 

*  to  intimidate  the  French  people  by  warlike  pre- 

*  paration  ?   It  is  possible  to  kill,   but  not   to  inti- 

<  midate  them!' — In  the  couise  of  the  assembly, 
•when  the  First  Consul  again  approached  Count  de 
MarkofF,   he  said   to    liim  in  a  seml-;iudib!e  voice, 

*  Tlie  English  ministiy  wish  to   retain  Malta    for 

*  five  years   longer:  such  a   proposal   vv?.s   insult- 

*  ing,    and    no    treaties   ought    to   be    concluded, 

*  which  it  was  not  intended  to  fulfil.'  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  assembly,  when  the  English 
Ambassador  was  about  to  retire,  the  First 
Consul  said  to  him,  "  Madame  the  Duchess 
of  Dorset,  has  spent  the  unpleasant  part  of  the 
year  at  Pari?.  It  is  mv  sincere  wish  that  she  may 
also  spend  the  agreeable  season.  But  if  it  should 
liappen  that  we  really  must  go  to  war,  the  respoa 
sibility  is  exclusively  with  those  who  deny  the 
validity  of  their  own  contracts,  since  tliey  refuse 
to  observe  treaties  which  they  had  concluded." — 
These  words  of  the  First  Consul  requiie  no  com- 
pient.  They  explain  completely  his  preent  opi- 
nions, his  past  conduct,  and  his  rcsoh/.ion  for  the 
future.  It  is  sufficient  to  compare  tlicm  with  the 
tergiversations,  the  duplicity,  the  evasions,  and 
the  Message  of  the  English  Government,  in  or- 
der to  be  enabled  to  decide  on  the  justice  of  the 
dispute. 

FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Constantinople,  Feh.  19. — The  arrival  of  the  French 
Ambassador  at  Constantinople  has  been  forihis 
capital  a  signal  of  joy.  At  the  disembarkation  of 
General  Brune,  announced  on  the  24th  Jan,  by  a 
discharge  of  17  pieces  of  cannon,  a  numerous 
crowd  collected,  and  spread  themselves  throughout 
every  quarter  that  he  was  to  traverse, — The  Grand 
Signior  repaired  to  his  Kioik  to  see  the  Ambn ; . 
sador  and  his  procession  pass.  The  Reis  Eifcn.Ji, 
and  the  Capitan  Pacha,  complimented  him,  and 
all  the  French  residing  at  Constantinople  re^pect- 
tuUy  received  him  at  the  entrance  of  the  Palace  of 
France.  They  saw  in  the  arrival  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor of  the  republic,  and  in  that  of  the  Commi;  s.i- 
ries  of  commercial  relations  of  the  republic,  ne.- 
tined  for  the  different  ports  of  the  Black  bea  ■j.wd 
the  Levant,  the  pledge  of  the  accomplishment  of 
all  their  hopes. — On  the  9th  of  Feb.  the  Ambas- 
sador ordered  the  celebration  of  a  7>  Dntm,  a'ul  at 
the  moment  when  ihey  ch^nnicd  Domine  ialuos  fac 
C-.n.n'es  the  French  squadron  apprized  of  it  by  a 
flag,  elevated  on  the  top  of  the  palace  of  France, 
fired  a  salute  of  2I  pieces  of  cannon,  to  which  all 
the  crew?  answered  by  the  most  lively  acclama- 
tions ol  joy.-~The  iirs:  interview'  between    the 


French  Ambassador  and  the  Ottoman  Ministers 
sufirccd  to  re-establish  France  in  that  honourable 
position  which  ,she  ought  to  ho!'  in  the  Levant. 
The  churches  of  the  Latin  worship  have  returned 
under  the  protection  of  the  republic,  which  had 
been  deprived  during  the  war  of  the  exercise  of 
its  ancient  rights.  The  sequestration  placed  upoa 
the  establishments  which  belong  to  it,  is  removed. 
Confidence  is  le-estab.ished  between  the  inhabi- 
tants and  the  Fiencii,  and  the  residence  of  the 
Ambassador  will  soon  produce  those  advantages 
which  tiic  peace  gave  reason  to  hope  for,     fMoni- 

tcur.j 

Bcim,  March  i^. — On  the  lOth  of  this  month  the 
firing  of  catinon  announced  lire  fate  of  this  coun- 
try. The  Landamman,  after  attending  divine  ser- 
vice, went  to  tlie  Tov/n-Hall  to  install  the  com- 
mittee of  organization,  of  which  he  is  president. 
At  nine  o'clock  a  nressaoe  was  sent  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  troops,  with  a  decree  of  the  com- 
mittee for  resuming  the  ancient  cockade,  which  is 
blue  and  black.  The  Landamman  was  dressed  in 
a  costume  of  black,  and  wore  a  sword, 

H.igue,  Murc'i  16. — A  courier  from  the  British 
government  disembarked  the  day  before  yesterday 
ar  Helvoetiluys,  with  dispatches,  which  are  said  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance,  for  th.e  British  En- 
voy It  Petersburgh.  He  also  brought  dispatches 
for  Mr.  Li.-.ton,  the  English  Minibterat  the  Hague. 
— The  new  measures  of  the  British  Government 
have  reduced  the  business  of  out  Bank  to  a  kind  of 
stagnation.  There  prevails  a  general  stupor 
throughout  the  country,  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  the  unfortunate  situation  in  which  we 
shall  be  placed,  if  war  should  again  destroy  those 
prospects  which  peace  had  began  to  realize.— At 
the  very  moment  almost  that  the  expedition  was 
about  to  sail  for  Louisiana,  an  order  arrived  from 
Paris  to  prevent  its  sailing. 

Bc!/r(jc-auxj  Marcrt  2I. — To  the  eagerness  with 
which  sugars,  coffees,  and  cottons,  have  been 
bought  up  for  three  days  past,  have  succeeded  the 
most  perfect  calm  ;  the  exchange  the  day  before 
yesterday  was  remarkable  for  the  inactivity  of  the 
demand  for  produce  which,  24  hours  before,  was 
an  object  of  the  greatest  avidity,  it  appears  that 
the  ardour  of  speculation  is  cooled,  and  everv 
tiling  now  proves  that  it  was  our  political  situation 
with  respect  to  England  that  caused  here  those  or- 
ders of  which  so  few  people  knew  the  motives, 

Hamburgh,  March  29. — This  day  v/as  railed  an 
extraordinary  meeting  of  the  senate,  which  has 
given  occafion  to  3  thousand  reports,  and  renew- 
ed the  opinion  cf  an  immediate  rupture  betweea 
France  and  England,  It  was  occasioned  by  a. 
violent  note,  it  appears,  of  M,  Reinhard,  tlie 
French  minister,  occasioned  by  a  tefusal  to  print, 
in  the  gizette  of  this  city,  some  declaration  against 
F.ngland.  He  has  not  only  insisted  on  this,  but 
as  i-j  generally  believed,  demanded,  that  in  case  of 
war  oi'.r  port  shall  be  shut  ag.iinst  theEng'ish  and 
their  allies,  and  all  English  property  confiscated, 
"Whatever  demands  he  may  have  made  will  surely 
be  granted,  unless  the  King  of  Prussia  interferes 
to  prevent  it.  This  declaration,  whatever  ic  be,  is, 
we  understand,  to  Ire  piinted  to-morrow. 

Manhig — .\  past  Q  at  ji'r^ht. — Last  night,  and 
during  tlie  whole  of  this  day,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city  v^ere  in  the  greatest  agitation  and  alarm, 
occasioned  by  a  variety  of  reports,  which  had  a 
powerful  influence  in  depressing  the  course  of  ex- 
eliange  on  London.  —  In  consequence  of  the  arrival 
of  a  courier  from  France  late  last  night,  the  senate 
v%'ai  cor.vened,  and  held  an  extraordinary  meeting, 
v,hit.h  lasted  tour  houis.  The  suhjcct  of  consider- 


531] 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


ation  was  a  threatening  note  from  the  French 
minister  Reinhard,  relative  to  the  iollowing  afl'kir  : 
— A  few  weeks  ago  Reinhard  applied  to  the  ma- 
gistrates to  procure  the  insert  inn,  in  the  Coire- 
spondenten,  of  a  minifes toyz-uw  the  pai  of  Buona- 
p.Tfte  himself,  fuU  of  the  most  indecent  mvtctives 
against  England.  Tiiis  production  was  referred 
to  the  syndic  and  cenr-or  of  the  prc^p,  Mr.  Door- 
man, who  permitted  it  to  be  inserted,  after  striking 
cut  the  r.iost  ohjectiori'ible  p^.ssa^f^ep.  The  m,ini- 
ftstn,  thus  modified,  appeared  in  the  Conespon- 
«ienten  of  ttie  25th  inst.' uuder  ths  head  of  Paris, 
March  15,  as  an  extract  from  the  "  Eulhil.-i  de 
Pa'is.''  Thia,  however,  insiead  of  satisfying  the 
French  ininister,  ha?  provoked  his  vitmosc  indig- 
nation, which  is  not  to  be  -ippeased  but  1^/  pub- 
lidiing  It  in  its  entire  state.  1  he  re-publication 
in  an  ofHcial  shape  is  accordingly  to  take  place  to- 
mo.row  in  ail  the  Hamburgh  papers,  which,  in 
consequence  of  an  order  from  the  government,  are 
not  to  be  put  to  press  until  alter  ten  o'clock. 

Milan,  Alarck  14. — '["he  Consulta  iiaving  wiitten 
rifUcially  to  the  First  Consul,  to  express  their  gra- 
titude to  him  for  having  caused  the  flag  of  their 
republic  to  he  arknouledned  by  the  Batbary 
powers,  and  also  to  testify  tiieir  concern  for  the 
death  of  General  Leclerc,  received  the  following 
answer  fr^m  Puonap-irte,  dated  2.1st  February : — 
"  Ci/izens  m.mheis  of  the  c'lmulti:.  1  iiavc  received 
your  letters,  and  am  obliged  to  you  fur  the  obli- 
ging expiessions  cont.iined  in  them.  Death  is 
common  to  all,  but  the  memory  of  good  actions 
never  perishes.  The  Minister  Marescalchi  sends 
you  the  act  of  mediation  which  I  have  made  for 
the  Swifs,  The  order  .Mid  tranquillity  of  that 
country  is  closely  connected  with  the  order  and 
tranquiliity  of  the  Itaiiaa  republic. 

(Signed)  "  Buonaparte." 

Mtnch  29. — Respecting  peace  or  v.-ar  we  waver 
stid  in  uncertainty;  but  as  soon  as  it  is  known 
that  the  English  irave  seized  upon  a  vessel,  >;tj,ooo 
French  troops  will  march  to  Italy,  60,000  to  Hol- 
land, 2o,ooo  towards  Naples,  and  General  Murat 
has  already  dtparted  for  that  place,  in  order  to  re- 
quire of  the  King  the  opening  of  his  ports  in  Na- 
ples and  Siciiy  to  the  French  atmy.  ]'u.inqpat tt; 
is  said  to  have  declared,  that  shouid  it  ,C(,imc  to  a 
v/ar,  he  would  acknowledge  no  neutrality — but  al- 
lies or  enemies. 

Bast-,  Mr.rch  25. — It  is  now  certain,  t'ru  the 
Helvetic  troops  are  to  pass  into  the  service  of 
France.  The  Landamman  has  issued  a  proclama- 
tion upon  this  subject,  addrtased  to  the  troops,  in 
which  he  says — "  Your  lot  is  lixed.  The'  First 
Consul  receives  you  into  his  armies,  and  his  *«- 
Ifral  ane  will  make  you  forget  al!  that  you  have 
suffered." 

Pai'u,  Ma^ch  51. — Reports  hare  been  'ipread  re- 
specting Martinique,  which  arc  unfounded.  Ac- 
cording to  the  latest  intelligence  received  by  Go- 
vernment, that  colony  is  in  tlie  best  state  ;  the 
sickness  had  entirely  ceased,  and  the  loss  of  men 
which  had  been  exptrienccd,  was  repaired  by  the 
arrival  of  ii  battalion  of  the  c.nh  demi-brigaJe  of 
the  line,  650  stiong,  all  iu  the  best  state  ot^health. 

- — Momteur 

B'usseh,  Ma'cJi  ni.— Tetters  from  the  T-fague 
state,  that  Frt-nch  couriers  are  continually  ar- 
riving hfre,  charged  witli  dispatches  relative  to 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  as  also  to  the  dis- 
positions which  are  to  be  made  on  the  coasts  of 
Holland,  from  the  Maese  to  the  Texel.  Li  c.sc  of 
a  rupture  with  England,  there  will  be  assembled 
on  the  coasts  of  the  Batavian  republic  a  respect- 
able force,  which  may  be  employed  for  a  disem- 
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barkat-ion  on  tlie  northern  coasts  .of  England,  or 
in  Scotland.  General  Victor,  CaptainO'eneral  of 
Louisiana,  ha-,  sent  an  olricer  of  his  stafr  to  Paris' 
for  instructions.  It  is  nutch  feared  in  Holland, 
especially  at  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam,  that  w^r 
v.'ijl  bercnev.'ed.  Miiitary  preparations  are  making 
wiih  tl-.e  greatest  acrivity  from  Dunkirk  to  the 
mouth  of  the  ?,c\ne. —March  24.— They  write  from 
Dunkirk,  that  there,  at  Havre,  and  Boulogne,  se- 
veud  marine  ofiicers  arc  arrived,  to  superintend 
tiie  preparations  in  the  Dock-yards,  where  the 
men  work  by  candle-llglu.  All  the  gun-boats  and 
li;jht  vessels  will  be  again  fitted  out.  Tl-.e  troops 
which  were  to  be  embarked  at  Dunkirk  for  the  co- 
lonies, remain  till  further  orders.  Along  the  coasts 
of  Flanders,  and  what  was  formerly  Picardy,  seve- 
ral camps  will  be  formed  in  the  beginning  of 
Apiil. 

Mcntz;  March  z%—r.\n  the  departments  of  th.e 
Sarte,  Meuse,  Rhine,  &c.  orders  have  been  re- 
ceived for  divisions  of  ttoops  to  march  for  the 
coasts. 

Hague,  March  26. — The  French  troops  which 
were  to  sail  from  Kelvoetsluys  to  Louisiana,  h.<\e 
hitherto  remained  embarked.  To-morrow  they 
will  be  all  on  board,  to  the  amount  of  2,500  men, 
and  their  earlier  or  later  sailing"  will  depend  on 
the  termination  of  the  differences  between  France 
and  England,  concerning  v.djicli  negotiations  are- 
now  pending.  About  20CO  troops,  to  be  employed, 
in  the  Louisiana  expedition,  arrived  yesterday  at 
Helvoe'tsluys  in  forty  vessels,  from  Ilirzngen- 
butsch. — March  29.  The  Batavian  Government  has- 
received  official  intelligence  from  its  Ambassador 
in  J.ondon,  that  although  a  Cabinet  order  of  the 
14th  of  October  wjs  di;patched  to  the  ccnnmand- 
ing  Oiiiccr  at  llie  Cape,  tc)  su.-pend  the  evacuation 
j  of  that  place  till  fuithcr  orders,  and  which  had 
h:id  the  consequence  already  known,  another  oi.f 
der  of  the  Cabinet  had  been  made  up  to  th.e  i6th 
of  November  succeeding,  containing  definitive  or- 
ders for  the  evacuation  of  the  Cape,  wliich  order 
went  from  England  on  the  2cith  ;  so  that  the  Cape 
has  now  been  tor  some  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
Batavian  Governi^ieut. 


DOMESTIC. 

Frrn:  the  Lon.h,t  Gaz,atc.  —  St.  Jam;.'!,  March  \(^. 
— The  King  was  this  day  pleased  to  confer  the 
Honour  of  Knighthood  on  W^iiliam  Paxton.  Esq. 
William  Blizzard,  Esq.  and  Chailes  Blicke,  E.-q. 

IVh'ttelull,  Ma'ch  26. — The  King  has  been  pleas- 
ed to  appoint  J\Ir.  Patrick  Fotheringham,  to  the 
CfSce  of  Commissary  of  the  Commissariot  of 
Orkney  and  Zetland,  111  the  room  of  Mr.  Janres 
Stewatt,  deceased. 

Illntehall,  March  29. — Hi5  Ro3'al  Highness  thf 
Duke  of  Cumberland  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
the  Reverend  Peter  Havvker,  fi:u.  of  Woodches- 
tcr,  in  the  County  of  Gloucester,  to  be  one  of  his 
Royal  fdighness's  Chaplains,  in  the  rooiQ  of  the 
Reverend  .Samuel  Peach,  deceased. 

S!.  Jr.KCi's,  March  ^o,— The  King  was  this  day 
pleased  to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood  011 
James  Duberly,  of  Gains-Hall,  Huntingdonshire, 
Esq.  Francis  Searle,  of  King  ton-upon- Thames, 
Esq.  and  John  Dutnaresq,  Esq. 

Lroivn-Officr,  April  1,  1 803. — Members  returned  /o 
servt  in  this  present  Parliament.  Borough  of  Brack- 
ley,  Anthony  Henderson,  of  Kensingtpn,  jMiddle- 
sex,  Esq.  in  the  room  of  J.  W.  Egerton,  Esq.  now 
Earl  of  Bridgwater. — City  cf  Cc-ventry.  Peter  Moorf, 
Esq.  in  the  room  of  N.  Jeli'crySj  E:q  whose  ekctioii 
has  been  declared  void. 
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Ji'Iutchall,  April  4. — .The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  grant  unto  Kalpli  Bigland,  Esq.  (^Richmond  Hc- 
rA!d\  the  ollice  of  Noiroy  Kini;  of  Arms,  and 
princip,^!  h'eraid  of  the  North  ^-iiits  or'  England, 
in  the  room  of  (leorge  Harrison,  Esq.  promoted  to 
the  office  of  L'larenceux  King  i)l  Arms.-. — Tills 
Gazette  eontai.is  two  Orders  in  Council,'  the  first 
prohibiting,  till  the  3Cth  of  April,  the  exportation 
of  corn  ol  all  kinds,  as  also  to  admit  the  import- 
ation, duty  free,  with  the  exception  of  rice  and 
malt;  the  other  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
various  articles  of  fresh  and  sailed  provisions, 
butter,  onions,  &c.  till  the  nth  of  June. 

On  W'ednesday  the  Right  Honourable  I.oid 
Hutchinson,  K.  B.  was  made  free  ot  tiie  Worship- 
ful Company  of  Salters,  and  proceeded  to  Guild- 
hall, attended  by  Sir  John  Earner,  and  the  Master, 
Waidens,  and  Cowrt  of  Assistants  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  be  admitted  into  the  Freedom  of  the 
City,  voted  to  him  by  the  couit  ot  Common  Coun- 
cil for  liis  eminent  "crvices. —  The  v^hamberlain 
communicated  to  his  Lordship,  the  thanks  and  le- 
sokition  of  tlie  Couit  ot  Common  Council.  Ke 
was  sworn  i/ito  the  Freedom  of  the  City,  ^'ifl 
afterwards  a  sword  of  100  guineas  value  was  pre- 
sented to  him,  as  a  token  of  the  sense  this  Coui  t 
entertain  of  the  t'allant  and  meritorious  conduce 
he  has  so  ircqi»cntlv  displayed  in  support  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  country.. —  His  Lorcl- 
phip  then  addressed  the  Chamberlain  as  follows, 
viz, — "  Mr.  Chamheilain,— r-I  have  received  many 
honours  from  my  sovereign  and  mv  country,  but 
\  prize  none  more  highly  than  the  respect  which  I 
have,  through  you,  received  tliis  day  trom  the  first 
commercial  city  in  the  world, — I  still  entertain 
hopes  that  S  peace  may  continue;  but  should  the 
3Tn''ition  of  a  proud  enemy  again  cause  us  to  take 
i;p  arms  to  protect  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  us, 
1  trust  I  shall  ever  be  ready  to  discharge  the  diities 
of  any  situation  I  may  be  entrusted  with,  and 
prove  myself  not  entirely  unworthy  the  favours 
confened  on  me  by  nsy  sovereign,  and  particularly 
from  this  great  eify." 

Br,nirupts. — Kancc,  'W.  Tooley-street,  South- 
vark,  merchant. — Stokes,  W.  Old  Broad-street, 
merchant. — Sly,  G.  Wanstead,  stock-broker. — 
George,  F.  Panteague,  Monmouth,  coal  merchant. 
— Hutchon,T.  Coleman-street,  merchaHt, — ?a'mc, 
R.  Penryn,  merchant.— Richmond,  J.  5kerton, 
Ijancaster,  gardener. — Acof  ks,  B.  Red  Lion-square, 
coal  merchant  ~— Norton,  P.  Whitchvneh,  balop, 
inn-holder. —  Bestow,  F.  Milk-street,  hosier. —  Bi- 
shop, T.  Little  East  Cheap,  carpenter. — Barkly, 
J.  N.  Tower  Royal,  merchant. — Powney,  D.  the 
younger,  Sherborne,  Doiset,  victualler. — Brook, 
£.  Wakefield,  money-scrivener. 

Death\. — On  Sundav  last,  at  her  sfgt  at  Burton 
Pyns-jnt,  Somersetshire,  in  the  83d  year  ot'her 
age,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  i')c)wa£cr  of 
Chatham,  relict  of  the  late  I^ord  Chatham,  and 
mothci  to  the  present  Eajl,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
W'illiam  Pitt. — In  .Sackville  Street,  Dublin,  Lord 
Walscourt. — On  '■■Vednesday,  at  his  house  in  Pic- 
cadilly, in  the  74th  year  of  his  age,  the  Bieht  Hon. 
.Sir  W.  Hamilton.  K.  H. 
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SUMMARY   OF  POLITICS. 

The  Hamburgh  Manifesto,  which  will 
be     tound    in   p.  52J  of  the  present  sheet, 
was,   as   appears  from   its   date,  written  at 
Paris,    and  it  is  a  fact,  now  well  estabUshed, 
that  it  was  inserted  in  the  Hamburgh  paper 
by  the  commaiid  of  the  French  governnient. 
The  editor,   it  appears,  refused  to  insert  it; 
but,   the  s.ENATii  ot  that /hr  city,    in  conse- 
quence   of    a     threatening    note    from    M. 
Reinhard,   the  French   sninister,   compelled 
hira  to  obey  the  command.     We  state,  too, 
upon  good  authority,    that  Reinhard,   in  the 
name  of   his    government,    has   declared   to 
the  senate  of  Haml)urgh,  that,  if  war  breaks 
out    between   England   and   France,  Ham- 
burgh must  take  part  with  the  latter.     Onr 
readers  will  perceive  how  this  accords  with 
the  provisions  contained   in   the  declaratioa 
of  Frnnce  and  Russia,   relative  to  the  new- 
modelling  of  the  German  empire,  which  pro- 
visions expressly  state,  that  tire  free  and  im- 
perial cities  of  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  &c.  &c. 
shall,  in  case  oi' future  wars,  "  remain  7Zc7('/6r, 
"  and    that  their  neutrality  shall  be  assured 
"  by    the  empire,    and  recognized   by   the 
"  other  belligerent  powers."  (1)  —  As  to  the 
manifesto  itself,   it  contains   nothing   new  j 
nothing  which  has  not,   in  spirit   at   least, 
been  repeated,  once  a  month,  or  (hereabouts, 
in  the  Moniteur,   ever   since  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace  of  Amiens.     The  object  of  it 
is,  to  throw  upon  England  the  odium  of  the 
i  rupture,  in  which  object,  as  far  as  relates  to 
j  the  continent  of  Europe,  France  will  com- 
pletely succeed.     The  btise  abandonment  of 
1  our  allies,   has  created  against  us  such  uni- 
versal jealousy  and  hatred,   that  there  is  no 
charge  against  us,  however  false  and  absurd, 
that  will  not  obtain  implicit  belief, — Wiih 
respect  to   the   insokjicc   of  this   manifesto, 
and  of  the  language  of  Buonaparte  to  Lord 
Whitworth,  we   question   the   propriety  of 
the    term.       Language,    like    most    other 
things,  must  often  be  considered  as  relative 
to  something  else.     What  is  insolence  when 
made  use  of  towards  one  description  ot  per- 
son?, is  not   insolence    when    addressed    to 
another   description   of  persons :    the  very 


(r)  See  Kesister,  VoL  II.  p-  265, 
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compliments  which  a  man  bestows  on  his 
slave,  would  be  the  height  of  insolence  if 
offered  to  his  equal.  Previous,  therefore, 
to  our  seriously  fixing  the  charge  of  inso- 
lence on  Buonaparte,  we  should  take  care 
to  ascertain  his  real  relative  situation  with 
respect  to  the  persons,  towards  whom  he  has 
exercised  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  inso- 
lence; and,  we,  for  our  parts,  aie  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for 
Buonaparle  to  be  insolent  to  either  the  mi- 
nistry who  made,  or  the  people  who  ap- 
plauded, that  disgraceful  treaty,  the  fulfil- 
ment of  which  he  now  demands. — Viewing 
the  Consul's  language  to  Lord  Whitworth 
as  to  its  effect  with  regard  to  the  interest 
and  honour  of  France,  we  are  very  far  in- 
deed, from  thinking  that  it  proceeded  frora 
"  passio7i,  or  from  madness,  and  that  Buona- 
"  parte  forgot  the  dignify  of  his  staticn." 
This  opinion  does,  indeed,  seem  to  be  worn 
out  with  our  contemporaries,  who  have 
now  discovered,  not  only  that  there  was 
*■'  method  in  the  madness,"  but  that  the 
whole  scene  was  "premeditated"  and  even 
agreed  on  in  council,  the  day  before  it  tool-: 
place  1  And,whatconldhavebeenbe!ter  ima- 
gined to  strike  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  timid 
herd,  by  whom  the  Consul  was  surrounded, 
and  who  instantly  retired  to  their  hotels  to 
draw  rp  and  dispatch  to  their  several  courts 
an  account  of  the  humiliation  of  England; 
lo  communicate  the  glad  tidings,  that  Eng- 
land, haughty  England,  was  reduced  to  a 
level  with  themselves?—-"  Lord  Whitworth 
"  bt'haved  v/ith  great  dignity  ?lX\A  firmness  !" 
Yes;  firili  as  a  post,  and  almost  as  silent. 
There  was  a  time  when,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, an  English  Ambassador  would 
instantly  have  left,  not  only  the  drawing 
room,  but  the  country,  and  when  his  own 
country  would  have  replied,  not  by  a  cring- 
ing state-paper,  but  by  the  mouths  of  her 
cannon.  But,  that  time  is  gone,  never,  v/e 
fear,  never  to  return. 

The  affair  of  Goree,  an  account  of 
which  will  be  found  in  p.  523,  exhibits 
anotlier  proof  of  the  indecision  and  imbe- 
ciiily  of  the  ministers.  If  they  meant  to  hold 
this  conquest,  in  consequence  of  the  previous 
violations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  on  the 
part  of  France,  how  came  they  to  give  up  a 
dozen  places,  each  of  which  was  of  fifty 
times  the  importance  ?  And,  if  they  meant 
to  restore  it,  why  were  there  not  vessels  to 
bring  the  garrison  away  ?— During  the  de- 
bates on  the  definitive  treaty,  Mr,  Adding- 
ton,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Windham,  made  use  of 
the  following  words: — "  if  the  Right  Elon. 
'  Gentleman  has  any  specific  obiect  be- 
"  sides  that  of  a  general  censure  upon  the 


COBBETTS  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 

treaty,  let  him  state  it 


l53Q 

Does  he  mean 

"  to  prevent  restitution  being  viade  according 
"  to  the  provisions  (fi  the  treaty  P  If  he  does, 
"  let  him  state  it.  But,  it  is  an  object,  in 
"  the  prosecution  of  which,  I  believe,  hevuill 
"  not  be  connlcnanccd  by  this  House:'  (2) 
What  will  nov\'  be  said  to  this  cowardly 
crowing  of  pompous  chanticleer  upon  his 
own  dunghill  ?  Does  it  now  want  any  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Windham  "  to  prevent  restitu- 
"  tlon  being  made  according  to  the  provi« 
"  sions  of  the  treaty  ?"  That  gcnilemaa 
does  not  now  stand  in  need  of  any  \ote 
of  the  House  to  "  countenance'  him  in  his 
opposition  to  the  disgraceful  and  foolish  com- 
pact, which,  if  it  has  not  been  rendered  null 
and  void  by  the  French,  has  already  been, 
in  numerous  instances,  grossly  and  shameful- 
ly violated  by  the  English  ministry. 

American  States  and  Louisiana. — • 
Recent  advices  from  the  United  States  in- 
form us,  that  the  Congress  have,  at  last, 
agreed  to  talk  about  measures  of  preparation 
with  regard  to  the  Mississippi  navigation. 
Certain  resolutions  were,  in  the  month  of 
February,  proposed,  and  passed  in  the  se- 
nate, relative  to  the  building  boats  and 
calling  out  a  portion  of  the  militia  ;  but, 
from  anything  which  has  reached  <^:s,  it  does 
not  appear,  that  preparations  were  actually 
determined  on.  The  French,  as  soon  as 
they  hear  of  the  anger  which  has  been  ex- 
cited in  America,  will,  as  we  before  ob- 
served, take  care  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
shall  effectually  do  it  away.  (3)  Indeed, 
we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  these 
measures  have  been  already  adopted;  for, 
there  appeared  in  the  Paris  papers  of  about 
fifteen  days  ago,  a  short  paragraph,  stating, 
that  Spain  had  countermanded  the  orders, 
which  had  been  given  to  the  intendant  of 
New  Orleans,  and  in  consequence  of  which 
the  Americans  had  been  deprived  of  a  place 
of  deposit.— Should  circumstances,  however, 
make  the  Americans  resolve  on  a  seizure  cf 
New  Orleans,  on  driving  out  the  Spaniards, 
anion  keeping  out  the  French,  they  will,  if 
they  begin  instantly,  have  only  one  serious 
difficulty  in  the  way ;  to  wit,  thatof  ^^//i/zg- 
out  of  the  mouth'  of  the  river  in  spite  of  the 
maritime  force  of  France  and  her  allies. — 
We  shall  treat  of  this  subject  more  at  large 
another  time.  At  present  it  is  impossible 
to  say,  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  correct- 
ness, what  are  the  views  and  intentions  of 
the  American  President  and  his  Party. 

The  Addikgtonian   Navy.' — The   re- 


(2)  See  debates,  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  12.14. 

(3)  See  Regibter,  Vol.  III.  p.  297,  wherethe  line 
of  conduct,  vvhith  Fiance  will  be  likeiy  to  pursue, 
in  this  respect  is  pointed  out. 
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marks,  which  we  made,  on  this  subject,  last 


week,  have  drawn  from  the  ministry  a  state- 
ment of  their  naval  preparations,  which  state- 
ment is  as  follows  : 


Plymouth. 


Guns. 


Ships. 
/"■^  EP  ruNE 98 

J    Vh  NERABLE 74 

In  Cawsand  Bay J  Cui.i.oden 74 

(^COURAGEUX 74 

Expected  there  fromSpithead     Hector 74 

From  the  Nore Albion 74 

pFoNNANt 80 

Ready  for  .sea,  only  waiting  I  Malta .80 


for  a  fair  wind  to  go  intcxf  Spartiate 

Cawsand  Bay I  PLANTAfitNET. 

LMahs 

Will  be  ready  in  a  few  days     Cuncjueror 

PORTSMC'JTIJ. 
.^    „     .    ,  ,  ,  f  DnEADNOUGIir. 

At  Sp.thead,  ready |  Rus.ell 

Nore. 

Ready  forSpithead Ardent 

Woolwich 
Ready  for  sea,  having  cti/y 
her   guns     to     take    on 
boiid 

S  u  E  E  R  N  E  s 


'} 


/4 
74 
74 
74 

98 

74 

.64 


Sceptre •  .74 


f'Fi//  Le  ready  in  a  few  days. 


r  Minotaur 74 

<  Thunderer....  74 

(_R.\1S0NABLE  ....  64 

These,  we  are  told,  in  the  same  statement, 
are  "  all  the  line  of  battle  ships  in  commis- 
sion at  home,"  though  Mr.  Addinffton's 
*'  lunar  month"  expires  this  very  day  5  for, 
the  King's  message  was  delivered  to  parlia- 
ment on  the  9!h  of  March.  Where,  then, 
are  the  Jifiy  ships  of  the  line  ?  Here  are  but 
nineteen  ;  and,  even  according  to  the  express 
acknowledgment  of  this  statement,  ^/iv£  out 
of  these  nineteen  are  not  yet  fit  for  sea.  But, 
we  asserted,  that  there  were  not,  last  Satur- 
day, six  ships  of  the  line,  at  home,  fit  for  sea, 
and,  from  the  following  statement,  which  is 
not,  and  which  ca?inot  be  contradicted,  our 
assertion  is  completely  established. 

Neptune,  100  men  short  of  her  complement. 
Venerable,  ditto. 
CuLLODEN,  ditto. 
COURAGEUX,  ditto. 
Hector,  repairing. 

ALBloN,yf,'/or  sen. 

TouNAN  r,  no  men. 
Malt.\,  no  men. 
SPARTiAfE,  no  men. 
Pi.A.vi  AGANETj^vi/or  sea, 
M.\RS,  no  men. 
CoNo^ucROR,  not  rigged. 
Dreadnought,  fi:  for  ua, 
Russell,  only  300  men. 
Ardent,  oniy  2C'o  men. 
Sceptre,  only  20  men  and  boys, 
Minotaur,  only  125  men. 
Thunderer,  only  200  men. 

RAliON.'iBLE,^//bf-  sea. 

This,  then,  is  the  true  state  of  the  Bfi- 
tish  navy  !  Well  may  the  wise,  zealous, 
snd  providei^t  heads  ci"  that   dep.7ftmcnt, 
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station  blocks   and  //.v/ir  to  guard  t!ic   mouth 
of  the  Thames  !   This  is  the  happy  and  ho- 
nourable result   of  those   "  excellent  regula- 
ticns,"  introdued  by  Lord  St.    Vincent,  and 
ap[)laiidcd  by  the  sapient  Mr.  Addington! 
And,  is  there  nobody  ;  is  there  no  one  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  who  will   call  upon  the 
minister  lor   the  fulliment  of  his   promise, 
relative   to   the   ftfly  ihips  of  the  line?    The 
month    of     emergeney    is    now     expired : 
where  are  the   ships  ?   If  "  imminent  dan- 
ger of  invasion"  did  not  exist  a  month  ago, 
and  if  it  has  not  existed  from  that  time  to 
this,   the  proclamation   for  calling   out   the 
militia  was  and  is  nnla-'xful.     If  such  "  im- 
minent danger"  did  exist,   it  was  a  case  of 
great  emergency  ;  and  where,  then,  we  re- 
peat, are  \^v\^  fifty  ships,  which  were,  in  that 
case,  to  be  got  ready  for   sea  in  the  space 
of  a  lunar  month  ? — On  an  occasion   like 
this,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the 
opinions  of  Lord   St.  Vincent,   at  the  close 
of  the  American  war. — "  Sir  John   Jer- 
"  VIS  desired  the  House  to  take  a  view  of 
"  the  fleets  of  other  powers,   and  extolled 
"  the  wisdom  of  keeping  up  a  formidable 
"  and respectahk  navy.     The  peace  might  not 
"  last    long,    and   if   a    new    war     should 
"  speedily  break  out,  it  would  then  be  too 
"  late  to  complain  of  the  reduction  of  our 
"  maritime  force.     We  could  only  be  con- 
"  siderable  by  attending  to   it,   and  nothing 
"  could  he  more  imjiolitic  than  to  yield  inconsider' 
*'  atcly  to  idle  and  unsubstantial  reasoning  about 
''  parsi?nony^  fro^/er  and  wise  expenses  ivsre  the 
"  bf.st   and  hapji.est   csconomy.       And   in    this 
"  country  no  money   could  be  wasted  thst 
"  was    applied    to     preserve     the      naval 
"  strength,   for  upon  that  strength  our  se- 
"  curity   depended    in  the    most  effectual 
"  manner."  (4)     This  was  a  very  wise  and 
manly   way  of  thinking.     Who  would,   in 
the  year  1783,  have  imagined,  that  Sir  Johsi 
Jervis  would  ever  have  lent  his  hand  to  re- 
duce the  British  navy  to  that  state  in  whicii 
we  n«;vv  find  it  ?  Who  would  have  imagined, 
that  he   was  destined  to  be  the  instruinent 
I  of  the   system  of  parsimony  which  he  here 
so  forcibly  condemns ;  and  that,  the    time 
was  to  come,  when  he  himself  should  con- 
ceive the  notion  of  defending  his  country  by 
bhch  and  hulks  ! — But,  parsimony  was  the  ba- 
sis of  that  treaty,    to  have  counseUed  which 
Lord  St.  Vincent  regards  as  "  the  pride  o£ 
his  life." — Our  form.er  article,  on  this   sub- 
iect,  (5)   has   brought  forth   most  dreadful 
abuse,  through  the  channel  of  some  of  the 
daily  papers,  which  abuse  we  should,  from 

(4)  Parlr.  Debites,  Annaal  Register  for  I/Sj. 
\j]  Sec  P-e^iitcr^  Vol.  11  J.  p,  475, 
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the  ignorance  a:ul  Vulgarity  it  exhibits,  be 
led  to  attribute  to  the  Lords  of  the  iVthrii- 
ralty  themselves,  hi  one  breath  they  ac- 
cuse us  of  treason  in  exjiosing  the  iveakuess  of 
the  country  to  the  enemy,  and,  in  the  next, 
of  falsehood  in  greatly  xtnder-rathig  the  strength 
of  the  fleet  tit  lor  sea.  Now,  either  our 
statements  are  true,  or  they  are,  false;  if 
true,  we  have  not  under-rated  the  strength 
of  the  lleet  fit  for  sea;  if  false,  we  have 
not  been  exposing  the  weakness  of  the 
country  to  the  enemy,  whom,  on  the  con- 
trary, our  statements  tend  to  deceive  and 
rnisleatl.  We  now  assert,  that  there  are 
only^/w/r  ships  of  the  line  fit  for  sea  ;  if  this 
assertion  be  false,  it  can  certainly  be  of  no 
use  to  the  enemy,  and  if  it  be  true,  the 
country  certainly  ought  to  know  it.  But, 
if  we,  who  have  neither  commercial  agents 
rior  spies  in  the  sea- ports,  can  obtain  intel- 
ligence as  to  the  state  of  the  fleet,  shall  it 
be  believed  that  Buonaparte  finds  it  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  such  intelligence?  For  our 
parts,  we  sincerely  believe,  that  he  has  in- 
telligence of  this  sort  infinitely  more  cor- 
rect and  miimte  than  any  that  the  Achni- 
ralty  can  boast  of;  and,  it  is  i^y  no  means 
carrying  sui-picion  too  far,  to  suppose  that 
he  may  have  an  agent,  of  son)e  sort  or 
other,  in,  or  abou.t,  every  ship  in  com- 
mission.  That  an  attempt  at  an  in- 
vasion of  England  or  Ireland  will  speedily 
take     place,    it  would    be    too    much    to 


\5A^ 


say;  but,  v-.  hen  we  consider,  that  Freiich 
French  troops,  in  great  numbers^  have  lately 
been  marched  into  Holland,  where  they  can 
possibly  have  no  other  object;  that  60, 000 
men  artp  stationed  \^ithin  a  day's  march  of 
Brest:  that  Rochefort,  St.  Maloes,  Caen, 
Havre  de  Grace,  Boulogne,  Calais,  Grave- 
lines,  Diuikirk,  Ostend,  and  Flushing,  are 
all  full  of  troops,  and  that  camps  are  acta 
ally  forming  on  three  or  four  parts  of  the 
coast  of  France  and  Belgium ;  when  we 
consider  this,  and  are  acquainted  with  the 
vast  numbers  of  flat-bottom  boats,  which 
are  constantly  held  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion, v,-;^  may,  one  would  think,  be  per- 
xiiiited  just  to  ask,  how  a  French  army 
covered  by  four  or  five  ships  of  the  line, 
could  be  prevented  from  landing  at  a  point, 
where  there  nfight  be  no  English  army  to 
repel  it.  What,  in  our  present  dismantled 
state,  is  to  prevent  an  invasion  of  Ireland  .- 
There  cire  18^000  men  in  that  country, 
10,000  of  wliom  are  wanted,  and  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  iox  tlie  garrison  duty;  and, 
as  to  the  rnihtia,  a  single  regiment  will  not 
be  collected,  nndbrouglit  out,  for  these  nine 
nionihs,  at  the  very  scjonest.  What,  then, 
wouid   be   the    CQU.-.cc]ueace,  if  a  well-ap- 


pointed army  of  15  000  mcti,  escorted  by 
tour  or  five  ships  of  the  line,  were  to  sail 
out  of  Brest,  for  Ireland  .'  We  have  not 
four  or  five  ships  of  the  line,  at  any  one 
place,  fit  for  sea  ;  and,  consequently,  could 
not  send  out  a  force  to  meet  them.  And, 
in  this  state  it  is,  that  we  arc  bidden  to 
hold  our  tongues,  and  to  repose  implicit 
confidence  ia  the  very  men,  v/ho  have 
brought  us  into  this  dangerous  and  disgrace- 
ful situation  ! 

Change  of  jMin'istry. — For  several 
weeks  past,  rumours  have  prevailed,  oil 
this  subject ;  more,  perhaps,  from  the  ob- 
vious necessity  of  such  a  change,  than  from 
any  real  grounds  for  believing  it  to  be  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  persons  concerned. 
That  the  present  ministers  cannot  go  on 
alone  is  certain.  The  thing  is  absolutely 
impossible.  The  state  would  fall  to  pieces 
in  their  hands  in  the  space  of  six  months; 
and,  as  to  money,  the  mei3,  who  would 
make  a  loan  to  Mr.  Addington,  would  de- 
serve to  spend  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
in  a  work-house.— Of  contetnplated  changes, 
or,  according  to  some,  changes  that  have 
already  taken  place,  we  know  nothing  more 
than  what  we  have  seen  in  the  ministerial 
pLiper,  the  True  Briton,  from  wdiich  we 
make  the  follov»ing  extract : — "  The  war 
"  which  we  shall  have  to  wage  will  be  for 
''■  existence,  and  it  will  chiefly  depend,  under 
"  the  favour  of  Providence,  upon  our  own 
"  luiainmity  and  exertions,  whether  the 
"  issue  shall  be  glorious  to  us  or  not.  It  is 
"  that  we  may  possess  that  muiniinilj  and 
"  success,  that  we  court  the  Union,  in  the 
"  executive  government,  of  those  talents 
"  and  principles  which,  during  unparalleled 
"  domestic  perils  and  ten  years  dreadful 
"  warfare,  preserved  us  at  once  from  the 
"  horrors  of  revolution,  and  raised  our  re- 
"  sources  and  our  glory  together,  to  a  pitcli 
"  unequalled  in  our  annals.  In  this  wish, 
"  we  believe,  we  are  supported,  not  only 
"  ^7  ^  great  majoiiiy  of  the  nation,  but  by 
"  a  great  majority  likewise  of  the  present 
"  ministers.  The  uprightness  of  their  in- 
"  tentions  (the  majority  of  the  present  mi-* 
"  nisters  we  lYiean),  the  real  love  they  bear 
"  their  country,  the  principles  which  they 
"  have  uniformly  practised,  and  a  simila- 
"  rity  of  mind  and  Sentiment,  identify  them 
"  with  the  man  to  whom  the  eyes  of  the 
"  nation  are  at  this  moment  anxiously  turn- 
"  ed.  The  measures  of  the  present  minis- 
"  try,  as  far  as  that  great  man's  sentiments 
"  are  publicly  known,  have  received  his 
"  warm  and  unqualified  approbation  and 
"  support.  He  approved  of  the  peace 
"  which  the  iniuisters   made,  because  hs 
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*'  thought  that   peace  v/as  ru-cessary  lo,   and 
"  anxiously  desired  by,   the  country,  and  be 
"  cause  thatj  even  with  such  a  government 
"  as    existed    in   France,    tbc   expcriinnit   of 
"  peace  was  luorfb   ihe  trial.      That  peace 
"  was  made/  we  rejo>c:d  at  the  time,  and 
*'  we  now  as  sincerely  rejoice.     Short  as  it 
*'  has  been,   the  nation  has  had  a  breathing 
"  time,  and  we   shall   now  enter  upon   tlie 
"  war,  if  war  we  must  have,  upon  ground 
*•'  which  the  most  inveterate  and  malignant 
*•'  oppositionist  will  find   it  impossible  to  mis- 
"  represent  or  condemn.     Unlike  an  ex-zuar 
"  minister,  and  his   Utth  hand  of  BLOOD- 
"  HOUNDS,  we  are  not  the  advocates  tor 
*'  war,   much  less   for  eternal  war — helhnn 
"  usque  -ad  interneeionem — but  we  are  pre- 
"   pared  to  defend,   to   the   last  drop  of  our 
*'  blood,  the  rights  and  independence  of  our 
"  country.     If  we  are  thus,  then,  to  fight  for 
"  our  all,  we  surely  niay  be  allowed  to  express 
"  a  wish  to  be  conducted  in  the  iield  by  those 
"  leaders  whom   we   love  — Let   Mr.  Pitt., 
"  Mr.  Addington,  Lord  Ilaivkesbury,  Lord  Mel- 
*'  ville,  and  ^i  few  others  ivhom  tve  could  name, 
"  direct  the  alfairs  of  the  nation,   and  we 
"  shall  think,    not  only  our  safety  insured, 
*'  but  our  victory  certain."   (6) —  The  wis- 
dom and  uprightness  of  men,   who  have  re- 
duced us  to  the  necessity  of  waging   war 
"  i'o^  O'ClY  existence ;■' — the  peace  being  " /;t:- 
cessary  to  the  country"  while  it  is  denied  to 
be    a  peace   of  necessity;  the    wisdom   of 
trying    "the  exlieriment  of    peace"    at  all, 
especially  with  a  dismantled  fleet ; — "  the 
breathing  ti?ne''    which   peace   has  given  the 
nation ;    the    "  i?nj2cssibiUty  of  the    grounds 
of  a  new  war  being  condemned  by  the  most 
malignant  oppositionist;" — the  '■^  nnanimitf^ 
likely  to  be  produced  by  excepting  from  the 
praise  of  uprightness  a  part  of  the  admini- 
stration, and  by  styling  part  of  the  parlia- 
ment ",^/W-/«/Wj;" — these  are  points  which, 
perhaps,  we  may  hereafter  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  with   Mr.    John    Hiley 
Addinglon,  who,    v\'e  are    well  assured,    is 
the  author  of  the  article,  from    which    we 
have  made  the  above  extract;  but,  we  shall, 
at  present,  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  short 
remark^,    as    to    the  nature  of    the   change, 
which  is  said  to  be  about  to  talce   ])lacc,  as 
far  as  that  change  relates   to   Mr.   Pitt,     If 
he  comes  in,  it  is  upon  some  Jrrincijilc^  con- 
nected with  the  present  state  of  afl'airs.     It 
is  declared,  in  the  Manifesto  of  Buonaparte, 
that  there  were,   at  the  date  of  the  Kmg's 
Message,   no  points  of  discussion  between 
this    country     and   France,   except   Malta, 
which  piace,  he  says,  the  English  niiuistry 
v/ished  tc  kecji  for fi'C years  longer.  (7)     These 

(6)  True  Briton,  March  7,  iSo;,. 

(7)  Sec  Manifesto,  p.-eu-ut  sliCwt^p  j:3> 


assertions  have  been  publickly  and  solemnly 
made;  and,  they  yet  remain  uncontradicted 
by  tliose  vehicles,  which  ministers  employ 
for    such     purposes.      If  the  statement   of 
Buonaparte  be  true    (and   there   seems  to 
be    no   good   reason   to    suppose  that  it   is 
notj,    it  is    incredible  that  Mr!  Pitt  should 
join   the    ministers  ;   because,   agreeably  lo 
his  sentiments  respecting  Malta,  it   is    iiu- 
possible  that  he   should   not  disapprove   cf 
the  measures,  which  they  are  pursuing^  ai>d 
which  he  is  called  in    to   support.     \n    his 
speech  on  the  preliminaries  ot"  peace,  after 
stating,  that,    "  compared    with   the   East 
"  and    V/est    Indies,     the  Mediierraneaa 
"   was  hni  a  secondary  consideration y^    he    ob- 
served, that,   "  in  case  of  a  canfcdiracy  on   the 
"  continent.,     indeed,     nuK-h,     undoubtedly 
**■  would   be   done  by  the  co-operation  cf 
"  a    British   fleet     in   the    Mediterraneai.. 
"  But,  in   the   present  moment,"  said   ht, 
"  ^nA  situated  as  Eiirojie  now  is,  we  ought  ncU, 
"  upon  any  one    principle    of  wisdom  or 
"  policy,    to  prefer   acquisitions  in  the  Meditcr- 
"  ranean  to  the  attainment  of  the  means  of 
"  giving  additional  security  to  our  Jiossessicns  in 
"  the  East  and  JVest  Jn.dies.'' — Is  it  possible, 
therefore,  that,   after  having,  within  these 
few  months,  restored  tlie   Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  ministers  can   think  of  going  to 
war  for  the  temporary  possession  of  JNIalta? 
And,   that  Mr.  Pitt  will  join  them  for  such 
a  purpose? — Mr.  Pitt  proceeded: — "  Upoa 
"  this     principle"    [of  not   wounding    the 
feelings    of  the    enemy]    "he    hoped    the 
"  House  would  concur  with  him  in  think- 
"  ing,  that  we  ought  not  to  insist  upon  re- 
"  taining  the  Island  of  Malta.     It  appeared 
"  to  him  more  consistent  with  v.isdom  atxl 
"  sound  policy,  rather  to  put  Malta  under 
"  the  protection  of  a    third    power,  than, 
"  by  retabdng  it  ourselves,    to  mortify  the  pride 
"  and   attract   the  jealousy  of  the   enemy.'"    (8) 
— Yet,    this    is    the    very    object,    which, 
according  to  the  declarations  of  the  French 
Government,  our  ministers  have  in   view, 
and   to  effect    which  they    are    now    pre- 
paring   to    make    war. —  Is   it,     then,    we 
ask,  likely  ;    is  it  possible,   that  this   can  be 
the  principle   of  a  coalition    between    them 
and  Mr.  Pitt?  We  hope  not;   we  trust  not. 
V.'s  love  to  believe,   that,    in    returning   to 
office,   Mr.  Pitt  will   return    to   those   prin- 
ciples   of    policy    V,  hich    formerly    beamed 
from  his  enlightened  Uiind  : — ■'  Our  simple 
"  object"  (said  he,  wXvva  detVnding  the  pro- 
secution of  the  la>,t  war,)    "  Onr  object  is  sc- 
"  ciirity,  just  security,   ^cilh  a  little  vsixti:re  rf 
"  indemnificalion.     These  are  tlie  legitiniiiis 
"  obiects  of  war  at  all  times,  and  v.h^i)  v. a 
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"  have  attained  that  end,  we  are  in  a  con- 
"  dition  to  dt;rive  from  peace  its  beneficent 
"  advantages  ;  but  until  then,  our  duty  and 
**  our  interest  require  that  we  should  per- 
*•  severe  unappalled  in  the  struggle  to  which 
•'  we  were  provoked.  IVe  stall  not  he  sath- 
*'  f.ed  iv'iih  a  false  sccuri(y.  War,  "julib  all  its 
*'  evils,  is  better  than  a  peace  in 'vjbicb  there  is 
"  nothing  to  be  seen  but  usnrpaiion  and  injus- 
*'  tiee,  d^uellir.g  with  savage  delight  on  tbs 
"  bu?nhled  prostrate  co?iditiou  of  some  timid 
*'  suppUayit  peotile.  *  ^  *  *  I  do  not  con- 
*«  fine  my  views  to  the  territorial  limits  of 
*«  France.  I  contemplate  the  principles, 
**  character,  and  conduct  of  France;  I  con- 
«'  sider  what  these  are  ;  I  see  in  them  the 
*'  issues  of  distraction,  of  infamy  and  ruin  to 
"  every  state  in  ber  alliance,  and  therefore,  I 
•*  say,  that  until  the  aspect  of  that  mighty 
*'  mass  of  iniquity  and  folly  is  entirely 
"  changed,  until  the  character  of  the  go- 
"  vernment  is  totally  reversed  ;  n7£til  by  the 
"  common  consejit  rf  the  general  voice  of  all 
*'  men,  I  can  luiih  truth  tell  Parliament, 
*'  France  is  no  longer  terrible  for  her  contempt 
"  of  the  rights  of  every  other  nation  :  she  710 
*'  longer  avows  schemes  of  universal  empire, 
*'  she  has  settled  into  a  state  vjhose  goveTnment 
*•  can  maintain  those  relations  in  thar  integrity 
"  in  whirh  alone  civilized  communities  are 
*'  to  find  their  security,  from  which  thev 
"  are  to  derive /i^r/V  distinction  and  their  glory; 
"  until  in  the  situation  of  France  we  have 
"  exhibited  to  us  those  features  ofaivise,  a 
'•  just,  and  a  liberal  policy,  I  cannot  treat  zvitb 
*'  her.  The  time  to  come  to  the  discussion 
*'  of  a  peace  can  only  be  the  time  vubenyou 
"  can  look  with  confidence  to  an  honourable 
"  issue  ;  to  such  a  peace  as  shall  at  once  restore 
•*  to  Europe  nER    settled  a::d  ealakced 

**    CONSTITUTION       OF      GENERAL      POLITY, 

"  and  to  every  negotiating  power  in  particular, 

"    THAT  WtlGHT    IN    THE  SCALE    OFGENE- 

"  RAL  EMPIRE  wliicb  has  evcr  been  found  the 
"  best  guarantee  and  pledge  of  local  indepen- 
■"  dence  and  general  security.     Such  are  my 

"  SENTIMENTS.    I  AM   NOT   AFRAID  TO 
"  AVOW  THEM.   I  COMMIT  THEM  TO  THE 

"  THINKING  AMONG  manicind,  and  if  they 
"  have  not  been  poisoned  by  the  stream  of 
"  Frtnch  sophistry,  and  prejudiced  by  her 
"  falsehoods,  I  am  sure  they  will  approve 
**  of  the  determination  i  have  avowed, 
"  for  those  grave  and  mature  reasons  on 
*'  which  I  found  it."  (9)  Such  was  the  policy, 

(9)  See  his  speech  in  the  cosnmiltee  of  supply 
OQ  the  7thof  j'ai.e,   17^9,  when  he  also  ilattd. 


and  such  were  the  principles, Which,  in  one 
of  those  moments  when  the  humbler  virtue 
of  private  friendship  triumphs  over  that  of 
public  duty,  Mr.  Pitt  abandoned,  by  his  de- 
fence of  the  treaty  of  Amiens }  but  to  which, 
we  hope,  he  is  now  about  to  return.  In 
what  degree  this  hope  is  discouraged  by  his 
joining  with  men,  who  have  persevered  ia 
a  system  of  perpetual  concession,  we,  at 
present,  forbear  to  state ;  but,  as  we  never 
have,  in  one  single  instance  deviated  from 
the  principles  on  which  we  formerly  lent 
him  all  the  little  support  in  our  power,  so 
his  returning  to  those  principles,  clearly  ex- 
pressed by  actions  as  well  as  by  words,  is 
the  only  ground  on  which  Ave  can  promise 
ourselves  the  honour  of  being  numbered 
amongst  the  friends  of  his  new  adminis- 
tration. 


that  we  were  in  circumstances  which  forbade  us  to 
stop  short  of  "  an  adequate,  full,  and  rational  stcu- 
"  rity,''  that  the  war  might  be  carried  on  for  any 
length  of  time,  without  the  erection  of  new  debt, 
and  ihat  "  .•/  -ivould  not  he  difficult  to  provide  taxes  for 


Our  Correspondent  B.  is  informed  that 
the  Abuses  in  the  General  Post  Office 
have  not  been  forgotten,  but  will  be  resumed 
in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two.  Several 
articles  on  the  Navy,  &:c.  have  been  de- 
ferred for  want  of  room.  The  Song  from 
Reading  entitled  The  Doctor  and  thk 
Apothecary  came  safe  to  hand. 


■^j^"^^  Mr.  Cobbett  takes  this  opportu- 
nity to  recommend,  to  his  friends,  Mr. 
Ha  K  ding,  who  has  succeeded  him  as 
Bookseller,  in  Pall  Mall,  and  on  whose 
punctuality  the  utmost  reliance  may  be 
placed. — Mr.  Cobeett's  address  is  Duke 
Street,  Westminster. 


A   New  Edition  of  the  First  Volutne  of 
CoBBETi's   Annual   Register  is    in    the 

press,   and  v.ill  be  ready  for  delivery  oa  the 
20th  instant. 


*^*  No.  3  of  the  Mercure  Anglois  de  Cobbett, 
price  One  Shilling,  was  published  on  VVed- 
nesday  last,  and  may  be  had  of  the  publishers 
of  this  paper,  and  of  Messrs.  Duiau  and  Co, 
Soho  Square. 
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TO     THE     CHANCELLOR      OF     THE     EX- 
CHEftUER. 

Sir, — In  continuation  of  the  subject,  be- 
gun in  my  former  letter  (p.  5 13),  I  purpose, 
2.  To  compare  your  estimate  of  receipts,  as 
set  forth  in  your  speech  of  the  10th  of  De- 
cember, with  the  actual  receipts  of  the  last, 
and  the  probable  receipts  of  thf.  present  year. 

The  speech  of  the  10th  of  December,  if 
it  was  not  intended  to  deceive  the  nation, 
had,  at  least,  that  effect.  It  raised  the  funds 
from  (\(}|  to  74^,  and  it  gave  rise  to  that 
inemorable  opinion  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  yon 
had  obtained,  by  your  financial  abilities  and 
resources,  "  an  eighteen  years'  lease  of  the 
"  Treasury  Bench,"  That  i  was  not,  how- 
ever, deceived  by  this  brilliant  display  will 
be  seen  by  a  reference  to  my  rennarks  on  it, 
page  794,  of  Vol.  II,— On  the  22d  of  Ja- 
nuary, I  entered  into  as  full  an  examina- 
tion of  the  statements  of  the  speech  of  the 
10th  of  December  as  the  materials  I  was 
possessed  of  would  enable  me,  of  which  ex- 
amjination  the  result  was,  that,  "  unless  a^r^jiJ 
"  diminution  took  place  in  the  peace  establi.h  ■ 
"  ment,  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  cocld 
"^  not  be  discharged  without  annual  loans, 
"  or  without  ne-^co  taxes  to  a  considerable 
*'  amount."  (See  Register,  Vol.  III.  p.  S2.) 

In  the  Years  ending  5th  January. 
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Such,  were  my  opinions,  founded  upon  the 
partial  information,  to.  which  I  had  access 
previous  to  the  publication  of  those  accounts 
which  the  Public  have  been  furnished  with 
through  the  obliging  zeal  of  I-ord  Aucklan_,d. 
Now,  thanks  to  his  lordship,  I  have  all  the 
materials  necessary  to  a  fair  and  ample  dis- 
cussion of  this  most  important  subject. 

By  adverting  to  your  speech,  it  will  be 
perceived,  that,  in  estimating  the  resources 
of  the  country,  you  took  into  view  the  sur- 
plus only.  This  is,  indeed,  the  customary 
mode  of  making  such  estimates,  when  a 
minister  is  showing  the  w^^ys  and  means 
which  he  has  to  balance  against  the  sup- 
plies;  but,  on  the  present  occasion,  it  will, 
I  conceive,  be  more  clear,  as  well  as  more 
satisfactory,  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the 
income  of  the  nation,  especially  as  this  is 
the  course  pursued  by  Lord  Auckland.  The 
object,  which  his  lordship  professed  to  have 
in  view,  was,  to  convince  the  wot  Id,  that 
our  pecuniary  resources  w-ere  immense,  and 
that  they  were  increasing.  As  to  their  being 
upon  the  increase  I  shall  speak  by  and  by  : 
at  present  I  shall  confine  myself  to  their 
magnitude,  as  cornpared  with  your  estimates 
of  the  10th  of  December.  The  abstract  of 
the  official  accounts  moved  for  by  Lord  Auck- 
land, and  dated  3d  March,  1803,  is  as  follows ; 


No.  I.  &II.  NET  PRODUCE  of  PERMANENT  REVENUE,  in 

eluding  Corn  Bounties I  22,318,452 

INCREASE  of  Balance  and  Bills   in  the  Hands  of  the' 
Receiver-General  of  Customs    

III.  EEER  DUTIES  po?tponed  £314,927,1 

Deduct  Duties  t8o2  ....  82S30  j  ""  " 

IV.  Sc  V.  LAND  TAX  UNREDEEMED 

ANNUAL  MALT  TAX 

VL  ESTIMATE  of  the  further  Produce  of  Taics 


1   i8or. 

1802. 

1803. 

1 
22,318,452 

i3.S^9. 325 

28,246,677 

_  _ 

-,  _ 

i33>to5 

—  — 

—  — 

232,097 

3'7.8j8 

i;4?4,34.3 
378,056 

1,380,271 

624.359 
2,827,783 

l-\  33.444.-9J 

VU.  PERMANENT  CHARGE  en  account  of  DERT  UNREDEEMED  . .  .  ,;Ci7,C74,79'i^ 

.  on  account  of  SiNKING  FUND 5,806,121  >  24,63i,9.U 

ditto,  CIVIL  LIST,    aud  PaiHauieiuary  Annuities, .       i,i5(,oi6j . 

,C§,s. 2,361 

By  the  Arcount  No.  IT.  it  appears  that  the  Charges  of  BOUNTIES  and  DRAV/BACKS  (ex- 
clusive of  Corn  Bounties),  in  the  Year  ending  rdi  January,  1803,  exceeiltd  the  Average  of 
the  Two  pi-eceding  Years,  by P.'^^'IA^''^ 

By  Account  No.  Vlil.  that  the  Amount  of  SUGAR  remaning  under  Bond  on  5th  January 

1803,,  exceeded  their  Amount  on  5th  fanuary  180',   by 142,71: 

By  Account  No.  IX.    that  the  Profit  en   the   LOTTERIE:-)  for   the  Year  iSa  2,  ameunted  to 

/■5i;f,OGO,  of  which  ihs  Piopyriior.  re^rr'cd  tor  Gt.  "r^iitain  was  ,,,.,,,.., 370,000 

Vol.  ill,  T 
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This  abstract,  Sir,  though  called  for  by  a 
Peer  of  the  Realm,  and  signed  by  a  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  is,  I  have  do  scruple 
to  say,  as  confused  and  fallacious  a  represen- 
tation as  ever  was  exhibited  upon  paper, 
whether  considered  as  a  comparative  view 
of  the  revenue  of  last  year  with  that  of 
each  of  the  two  former  years,  or,  as  an  enu- 
meration and  addition  of  the  several  heads 
of  receipt  daring  the  last  year  only.  It  is 
in  the  latter  liglit  which  I  am  nov/  about  to 
consider  it. 

And,  first,  I  should  be  glad  to  k.".ow,  for 
what  reason  it  is,  that  Lord  Auckland  and 
Mr,  Vansitlart  include  the  cor7i  hoimties  in 
the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  revenue  ? 
The  bounties  on  the  importation  of  corn  are, 
it  is  true,  paid  out  of  the  receipts  at  the 
custom  house,  and,  of  course,  the  sum 
brought  to  the  Exchequer  from  the  custom 
house,  is  less,  by  the  amount  of  tliose  boun- 
ties, than  it  would  be  if  no  bounties  were 
paid.  \n  comparing,  therefore,  the  Exche- 
quer receipts  of  customs  in  one  year  with 
those  of  another  year,  it  is  proper  to  include 
corn  bounties  in  both  ;  bnt,  the  third  co- 
lumn of  this  abstract  exhibits  the  receipts  of 
the  last  year  in  order  to  show  what  will  be 
the  receipts  of  the  present  year,  and  of 
every  future  year;  and,  therefore,  unless 
|L,ord  Auckland  has  got  a  promise  from 
Providence,  unless  he  has  "  taken  a  bond 
"  of  fate,"  that  no  corn  l:;onnties  shall  be 
wanted  this  year,  or  in  any  future  year,  he 
has  done  wrong  to  include,  in  his  estimate 
of  Exchequer  receipt,  the  corn  bounties 
paid  last  year.  Corn  bounties  iiave  been 
wanted  in  ISOO,  iSOl,  and  1802;  and, 
why  are  we  to  suppose,  h.ow  can  we  hope, 
that  they  will  not  be  wanted  in  future  ? 
Put,  unfortunately  for  his  lordship's  state- 
ments,  you,  Sir,  whose  estimates  of  the  tOth 
of  December  he  meant  to  strengthen  and 
confirm,  did,  in  that  very  speech,  reckon 
amongst  the  expenses  of  this  year,  .=i524,,573 
for  corn  bounties  (]).  If,  indeed,  the  corn 
bounties  of  the  last  year  had  been  uncom- 
monly great  in  amount,  an  average  of  seve- 
ral years  might  have  been  sought,  and  the 
residue  beyond  that  average,  might  have 
been  reasonably  included  in  the  Exchequer 
receipt  of  customs  of  last  year  ;  but  this 
was  not  the  case;  the  corn  bounties,  paid 
jn  ISOO,  amounted  to  o£44,83G,  those  of 
1801,  to  cf  1,42U,l;5.'3,  those  of  1S02,  to 
ci  7 15,323,  the  average  of  which  suiv.s  is 
of72t),§38.  'J  he  corn  bounties  of  lt02, 
can,  therefore,  on  no  principle  of  fair  cal- 
culation, possibly  be  admitted  into  the  pre- 
gent  cbtitnate. 
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Increase  of  hahvices  and  hill'.,  in  the  hands 
of  the  Receiver-General  of  Customs,  natu- 
la'ly  arises  from  an  increase  of  receipts  at 
the  custom-house,  and,  as  those  receipts  will 
be  found  to  arise  from  newly  created  causes, 
it  would  not  be  fair  to  include  this  increase 
even  in  a  comparative  view  between  the 
produce  of  last  year  and  that  of  former 
years  ;  but,  what  earthly  reason,  let  me  ask 
yon,  can  there  be  for  including  it  in,  or 
rather,  adding  it  to,  the  net  produce  of  last 
year,  unless  you  count  upon  a  decrease  of 
trade  in  the  present  year  ?  If  your  trade 
continues  the  same  that  it  now  is,  the  ba- 
lances and  bills  in  hand  will,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, continue  to  be  as  great  in  amount  as 
they  were  at  the  close  of  the  last  year ;  so, 
that,  without  an  assurance,  that  the  bills 
and  balances  of  the  present  year  shall  be 
less  than  those  of  the  last,  this  sum  al.o 
must  be  deducted  from  the  estimate. 

Beer  duties  fostpo?ie(l :  that  is  to  say,  beer 
duties  which  became  due  before  the  expira- 
tion of  last  year,  but  not  being  received, 
will,  of  course,  be  received  in  the  present 
year,  and  are,  therefore,  added  to  the  re- 
ceipts of  last  year  in  niaking  out  an  esti- 
mate ot  the  receipts  of  tliis.  Tlic  sum  is 
=i:232,OC)7)  being  the  difference  between 
postponed  beer  duties  at  the  md  of  ISO! 
and  those  postponed  at  the  end  of  last  year  ; 
but,  this  addition  to  the  postponed  duties 
arises  from  a  new  cause;  it  arises  from  the. 
additional  duty  on  beer,  estimated,  accord- 
ing to  these  accounts,  at  J.'y3\,Q52  a  year, 
a  cause  that  will  continue,  and  that  will 
render  the  postponement  this  year  as  great 
as  it  was  last ;  or,  if  it  does  not,  the  suc- 
ceeding year  must,  in  that  resp.ect,  experi- 
TL,-nce  a  defalcation  ;  and,  therefore,  the  add-^ 
ing  of  the  above-mentioned  postponed  du- 
ties to  tiie  receipts  of  the  last  year,  in  order 
to  come  at  an  estimate  of  future  permanent 
annual  receipts  is  reducible  to  no  principle 
of  arithmetic  or  of  reason.  If  your  house 
and  land  in  Richmond  Park,  for  instance, 
were  let  tor  ci  1,000  a  year,  and  your  tenaiit 
had  paid  you  only  J^QOO  of  his  rent  last 
year,  would  you,  from  that  circumstance 
conclude,  that  your  estate  would  in  future 
be  worth,  ci  1,100  a  year?  That  this  is  a 
fair  illustration  will  be  perceived  in  a  mo- 
luent.  The  whole  of  the  new  duties, 
amongst  wiiich  is  the  beer  duty,  out  of 
which  the  postponement  arises,  are,  in  the 
accounts  estimated  at,of  4  785,123.  The  du- 
ties actually  received  amount  to  o£  1,957,340, 
and,  in  order  to  make  out  an  estimate  for  the 
present  and  future  years,  the  residue,  being 
<i2,827  783,  is  added,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
abstract  in  jiage  5-15.  Here,  tiien,  is  a  most 
dextrous  tour  de  main  ;  liist  the  actual  re^ 
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ceipts  of  £1,957,3-10  are  included  in  Lord 
Auckland's  leading  liead  of  net  produce 
of  revenue  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  Jan, 
1803;  under  his  last  head  he  includes  the 
remainder  of  the  estimate  for  the  whole  year, 
,£2,827,783,  aiaking  together  .i4, 785, 123. 
And,  in  the  middle  of  his  abstract,  he  in- 
serts o£  232,097  tor  b'::er  duties  pcsiponid  ,- 
that  is  to  say,  he  squeezes  in  so  much  ?ncrc 
than  the  total  amount  of  the  beer  duties,  t-ven 
as  estimated  by  the  Treasp.ry  !  That  Lord 
Auckland  or  you  should  bring  forward  a 
statement  like  this  ought  not,  perhaps,  to 
be  wondered  at ;  but,  that  Mr,  Vansittart 
should  put  his  name  to  it,  does,  I  must  con- 
fess, astonish  me. 

The  next  head  of  Lord  Auckland's  addi- 
tions to  ihe  actual  receipts  of  the  last  year 
is,  '■'further  produce  of  taxes  1802;"  that  is 
to  s.iy,  certain  taxes  having  been  imposed 
during  ia^t  year,  ihey  did  not,  during  that 
year,  produce  so  much  as  they  will  produce 
this  year,  and  the  difference  is  reckoned  at 
0^2,827, 783.  And,  why  is  this  addition 
made  ?  Because  the  new  taxes  fall  so  much 
short  of  the  Treasury  estimates  of  these 
taxes,  whiuh  estimates  were  made  previous 
to  the  laying  on  of  the  taxes!  But,  Sir, 
after  the  taxes  had  been  half  a  year  under 
collection,  would  it  not  have  been  safer  for 
Lord  Auckland  to  ground  his  estimate  upon 
the  result  of  that  collection,  rather  than 
upon  estimates  which  experience  had  proved 
to  be  loo  sanguine  ?  The  produce  of  these 
taxes,  from  the  5th  of  July  to  the  5th  of 
January,  v/as  ci  1,900,43/.  Allowing,  there- 
fore, that  the  beer  duties  postponed  ought 
to  be  added  to  this  sum,  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  half  year,  wliich  would  then  pro- 
duce c£2, 132,524,  the  produce  of  the  whole 
year  would  be  only  ci4.205,O48,  and  the 
sum  to  be  added,  on  this  account,  to  the 
net  receipts  of  last  year,  would  be^2,3£i4,0"21 
instead  of  =£2,827,783. 

As  to  the  increase  of  bounties  and  drazu- 
bdcks  (exclusive  of  corn  bounties),  and  of 
sugar  remaining  under  bond,  though  it  should 
be  allowed  to  enter  into  a  comparative  esti- 
mate of  the  last  with  preceding  years,  it 
can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  or 
future  years;  for,  if  the  trade  should  con- 
tinue undiminished,  what  reason  is  there  to 
suppose,  that  there  will  be  a  decrease  of 
drawbacks  and  bounties,  and  why  should 
any  thing  be  allowed  for  increase  of  sugar 
under  bond,  when  that  increase  was  owing 
merely  to  an  over  importation  ?  Lord  Auck- 
land himself,  indeed,  does  not  seem  to  place 
much  reliance  on  these  items,  which  be 
places  beneath  his  estimate,  as  something 
thrown  out  for  the  amusement  of  the  lighter 


moments  of  the  august  assembly,  to  whom 
that  ingenious  performance  was  submiued. 

After  pruning  away  tliese  exuberant 
branches  of  his  lordship's  pommier  d'or,  the 
staieiiient  of  the  real  revenue  of  the  year 
t-nding  on  the  5th  of  January,  1803,  wiU 
stand  tiius : 

Net  proriuce  of  permanent  revenue  . .  jC^7'S3^>353 
Land   Tax   unredeemed    and   Annual 

Malt  Tax    2,004,03:0 

Further  taxes  impose.!  iii  1802    2,364,62  t 

Loitery    370,000 

Total  net  revenue  last  year 32,270,604 

i'ciiiancnt  charge  on  account  of  Na- 
tiinal  Dehc,  Civil  Liit,  and  Parlia- 
nieatary  Grant? 24,6:;  ',931 

P.ca!  Surplus,  applicable  to  the  main- 
Icinnce  of  tiic  Army,  Navy,  Ord- 
nance, and  fur  other  naiionai  pur- 
poses         7,53^,673 


Now,  Sir,  I  approach  the  accomplish, 
ment  oithis  part  of  my  object ;  I  come  to 
tlie  point  of  comparison  between  your  esti- 
mates, laid  belore  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  jolh  of  December  last,  and  that 
v\li!ch  I  have  here  drawn  up  from  the  ac- 
counts submitted  to  the  House  of  Lords. — 
In  your  estimates,  you  proceeded,  as  I  be- 
fore observed,  upon  the  total  surplu-^  only, 
which  surplus,  you  stated  as  follows,  lor  the 
present  vear :   (2) 

Lanrl  and  Mslt    2,750,000 

Surplus  of  Consolidated  Fund 6,  yro,ooo 

Lotteiy     .,..        z^^  0,000 

Total      9,750,000 

Deduct  real  .surplus  of  revenue  a.s  above 

stated    hSi^filZ 

D  ficiency  upon  your   estimate    for   the 

present  year,  ending  5th  Jan.  1S04.       2,211,327 

For  the  next  year  you  were  still  more 
sanguine  in  your  expectation,  and  still  fur- 
ther from  the  truth.  (3) 

Land  and  Malt     2,750,000 

Surplus    of  CuiisoiiJatcd  Fund     7,845,000 

Lottery    co.'-,cco 

Totod 11,095,000 

Deduct    real    .'surplus     of    revenue    as 

above  stated 7)^35)673 

Deficiency  upon  your  estimate  for  next 

year,  eaaing  5th  Jan.  1805 3>556,327 


Thus,  tlien.  Sir,  taking  your  own  and 
Lord  Auckland's  mode  of  estimating,  the 
receipt  of  the  present  year  will  fall  more 
than  t-vo  miUioHs  short  of  your  estimate  of 
the  lO'th  of  December,  and  the   receipt  of 

(;)  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  780.     (3)  Ibid.  yea. 
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next  year,  more  than  three  milUcns  ami  a  half. 
—And,  let  not  this  error,  or  mistatement, 
be  ascribed  to  haste,  or  inadvertency.  These 
would,  indeed,  be  very  poor  grounds  of 
apology  ;  but,  insnfiicient  as  they  might  bo, 
you  have  deprived  youi  self  of  them  ;  for, 
in  the  same  speech  which  communicated 
your  estimates  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
you  said,  that  your  "  opinion  had  not  been 
"  lightly  formed,  for  that  you  had  thought 
"  it  your  duty  to  investigate  the  grounds 
"  of  it,  with  all  the  minuteness  and  atten- 
"  tion  in  your  power.''  (4)  As  it  H'ere, 
loo,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  act 
still  more  deliberate,  you  afterward'^  pub- 
Jished  this  speech  from  your  own  and  Mr. 
Vansittart's  manuscript ;  and,  in  this  edi- 
tion of  it,  all  your  estimates  are  repeated, 
as  well  as  all  the  confident  assertions,  as  to 
the  correctness  of  those  estimate:.  The 
fact  is,  that  the  praises  which  your  exhibi- 
tion had  drawn  from  the  shallow-brained 
part  of  your  spectators  (I  allude  to  the  f/?/- 
/ajy,  of  course),  together  with  the  rise  that 
it  produced  in  the  funds,  and  the  long  lease, 
which,  in  consequence  thereof,  Mes-rs. 
Fox  and  Wilberforce  promised  you  of  the 
Treasury  Bench ;  all  these  together  had 
absolutely  intoxicated  your  nsinJ  5  and  so, 
like  the  crow  in  the  fable,  you  opened  yoLir 
mouth,  and  down  dropped  the  pamplilet, 
which  will  remain  an  incontestible  and  a 
lasting  proof  of  your  want  of  knowledge, 
or  of  your  intention  to  deceive. 

In  stating  i\\Q' c^eficimcy^  upon  your  esti- 
mates, of  cf'2,311,327  for  the  present  year, 
and  of  c£35i;56,327  for  next  year,  you  will 
please  to  obserye,  that  I  do  not  mean  the 
deficiency  of  the  receipts,  as  comiiared  icith 
the  exjiendhure.,  of  the  country,  which  will  be 
found  to  be  ttji  mUJions.,  at  lea^t,  instead  of 
two  or  three.  I  have  here  been  speaking  of 
receijtts  only.  Preparatory  to  m^y  comparison 
between  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of 
the  country,  with  which  comparison  I  in- 
tend to  close  the  present  enquiry,  T  have 
been  endeavouring  to  show  what  the  re- 
ceipts will  be,  and  how  much  tlieir  amount 
will  sink  beneath  that  of  the  e-iimntes,  on 
which  you  and  Lord  Auckland  have  taug!;t 
the  people  to  rely,  as  on  a  security,  net 
only  against  additional  pecuniary  bjrden^, 
but  also  against  the  intrigues  and  th.e  amis 
of  P'rance.  Previous  to  my  coinn;u'isr;;i 
between  the  receipts  and  the  expenditures 
of  the  country,  I  shall,  agreeably  io  my 
plan,  show  the  diHerence  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  peace,  if  ii  con- 
tinue, with  those  ot'  v.'ar,  if  it  had  conti- 
nued ;   and,  if  1  do   no   not  greatly  deccixe 


(4)  SceSpeecii,  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  70; 


myself,  I  shall  prove,  to  the- satisfaction  of 
every  man,  not  blinded  by  ignorance  or  by 
baseness,  that,  eveii  in  a  pectanary  point  of 
vie^u,  war,  another  war,  a  resolutely-prose- 
cuted and  a  successful  war,  against  Buo- 
naparte, is  the  means,  and  the  only  possible 
means,  short  of  the  immediate  inetrpo<ition 
of  Divine  Providence,  of  saving  this  coun- 
try  from    destruction. — But    these   topicks 

must  be   deferred  till  my  next. 1  have 

the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Sec. 

Wm.  Cobbett, 
Duke  Street,  12  th  April.,  1S03. 

ON  MALTA. 
Fi •?,-—!  beg  Lave  to  transmit  to  you  some 
rf  fiKxions  on  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  and  I  shall  be  highly  flattered  by 
your  giving  them  a  place  in  your  Weekly 
Register,  provided  you  think  them  worthy. 
— "  The  islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Co- 
"  mino,  shall  be  restored,  to  the  Order  of 
"■  St.  John,  to  be  held  on  the  same  condi- 
"  tions  on  which  it  posscNSed  them  before 
"  the  war,"  that  is,  the  order  is  to  be  re- 
stored with  all  it3  abuses,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  island  is  to  resume  its  former 
tyranny.  This  confirms  the  abolition  of  all 
the  civil  rights  which  the  Maltese  formerly 
enjfiyed  (v.hich  rights  the  Grand  Masters 
have  constantly  endeavoured  to  destroy), 
and  reduces  that  unhappy  people  to  abject 
slavery.  They  have,  at  different  times, 
formed  plans  to  make  an  effort  to  recover 
tlieir  lost  rights,  and  are  now,  more  than 
ever,  disposed  to  do  so,  from  the  indepen-. 
dent  ideas  which  they  have  imbibed  by 
their  intercourse  with  the  English.  Is  this 
article  calculated  to  preserve  peace  in  the 
island,  and  to  niake  the  government  inde- 
pendent ?  Certainly  not.  I'be  Maltese 
would  rebel  against  the  Order,  and  Buona-  ' 
parte  embrace  the  opportunity  to  seize  upon 
the  island.  By  the  first  section  of  this  ar-. 
tide,  "  the  Grand  Master  is  to  be  elected  in 
"  a  general  chapter."  But  in  October  ,  nn- 
nisters  made  a  further  concession,  and  con-. 
sented  that  the  Pope,  the  creature  of  Buo- 
naparte, should,  and  he  has,  nominated  a 
Grand  JMaster.  And  who?  Toraasi.  A' 
man  held  in  execration  by  the  Maltese  !  In 
the  third  section  of  it,  we  find  that  "  there 
"  shall  be  established  a  Maltese  Langue- 
"  which  shall  be  supported  by  the  territorial 
"  revenues  and  commercial  duties  of  the 
"  island;"  which  -is  neither  more  nor  less, 
than  laying  a  nev.-  burthen  upon  the  Maltese 
by  way  of  boon,  in  the  shape  of  a  benefit. 
The  territorial  revenues  and  commercial  du- 
ties are  already  absorbed   by  the  civil    go-. 

*  See  prcjiCiit  Summary,  p.  566. 
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vernment;  the  Maltese  will  reap  no  advan- 
tage under  heaven  from  having  a  Langue, 
for  the  Order  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
governnaent  of  the  island  :  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter is  prince  of  the  island,  and  he  alone  go- 
verns. This  Langue  is  a  French  project 
formed  some  years  since,  (and  is  now  to  be 
seen  in  print),  as  a  means  of  acquiring  to 
Francd  additional  infiuence  in  tJie  island. 
"  Proofs  of  nobility  shall  not  be  necessary 
"  for  adaiission  of  Knights  of  this  Langue." 
— Why?  The  Maltese  nobility  is  chietiy  of 
the  12th,  13th,  and  14th  centuries.  This 
will  be  the  eti'ect :  the  Grand  Master  will 
have  no  restraint,  and  will  put  in  his  own 
mean  tools  as  knights,  and  the  Maltese  will 
never  have  a  Grand  Master  from  this  Lan- 
gue, as  the  Langue  will  not  be  composed  of 
nobles. — "  At  least  half  of  the  municipal, 
"  administrative,  civil,  judicial,  and  other 
*'  employments  depending  on  the  govern- 
*'  ment  shall  be  filled  by  inhabitants  of  the 
"  islands  of  Malta,  Gezo,  and  Comino." — 
Before,  they  were  all  Maltese  ;  now  they 
are  nearly  half. — It  is  a  mockery,  to  confer 
upon  them  a  favour  which  deprives  them  of 
half  what  they  had. — In  the  5th  section  we 
lind  that  one  half  of  the  garrison  at  least, 
shall  be  composed  of  Maltese,  formerly  all 
the  troops  were  Maltese,  officered  by 
knights,  besides  a  militia  little  short  of 
20,000  men — In  section  S,  "  The  ports  of 
"  Malta  shall  be  opened  to  the  commerce 
"  of  all  nations,  v/ho  shall  there  pay  equal 
"  and  moderate  duties." — Great  Britain  had 
made  Malta  a  free  port.  If  duties  are  ag  iin 
to  be  paid,  Messina,  Leghorn,  and  other 
free  ports  will  deprive  Malta,  as  heretofore, 
of  all  trade  j  under  the  government  cf  Eng- 
land it  was  beginning  to  rival  tliem.  This 
again  tends  to  make  the  Maltese  disaffected 
towards  the  government  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
tf:rs,  (for  they  always  oppress.d  trade,  to 
keep  the  Maltese  poor  and  dependent,)  this 
is  just  what  France  wishes. — As  to  the  pth 
section,  the  only  use  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  was  to  preserve  Sicily  from  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Barbary  cruisers,  and  they  did 
this  but  imperfectly.  In  10th  section,  it  states 
that  "  the  Order  shall  be  governed, both  with 
"  respect  to  spirituals  and  temporals,  by  the 
"  samestatuteswhich  were  in  forcewhenthe 
"  knights  left  the  island,  as  far  as  the  present 
"  treaty  does  not  abrogate  them."  This  con- 
firms the  internal  government  of  the  Order  in 
all  its  abuses,  which  abuses  gave  France  the 
means,  and  will  again  give  it,  of  making  a 
party  in  the  knights. — -1  must  just,  en  pas- 
sant, make  one  obseivation  on  the  11th  art. 
of  the  treaty,  which  stipulates  that  the  En- 
glish troops  shall  evacuate  Porto  Ferraro. — 
They  did  evacuate  it^  and,,  in  a  icw  davi  the 


French  troops  marched  in. — "Was  this  un- 
derstood when  the  treaty  was  signed  .>  I 
shall  conclude  what  I  had  to  trouble  you 
with,  by  contending  that  the  10th  art.  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  dictated  by  France, 
who  Vv-ell  knew  what  she  was  about ;  the 
etrect  of  it  will  inevitably  be  to  make  the 
Maltese  desperate,  and  to  excite  them  to 
rebellion,  by  which  France  will  profit ;  and 
it  manifestly  appears,  that  our  government 
when  they  agreed  to  this  article  did  not 
know  that  the  Grand  Master  was  Prince  of 
Malta,  and  that  the  Knights  and  Langues 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  principality. 

Yours,  &:c.     J,  b. 

HILEY    ADDINGTON's    BIKTH-DAY. 

Reading,  April  6,  1803, 
Sir, — In  your  account  of  the  t'estivity  of 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  on  the  first  of  Apiil 
(Mr.  Hiley's  birth-day,  and  anniversary  of 
the  Amiens  treaty)  in  your  last  week's  Re- 
gister, (p.  521.)  I  am  sorry  to  observe  an 
omission,  which  this  letter  is  intended  to 
supply.  I  allude  to  the  inclosed  song,  com- 
posed by  a  Reverend  Divine  of  this  town,  a 
great  admirer  of  Mr.  Addington  senior. 
He  rehearsed  it  to  the  passengers  in  the 
Long  Coach,  on  our  journey  to  town  ;  and 
afterwards  sung  it  with  infinite  applause, 
towards  the  end  of  the  evening,  when  the 
company  were  got  a  little  merry.  The  in- 
sertion will  oblige  the  whole  of  the  niral 
party — (as  you  are  pleased  to  call  us) — and 
among  them,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIMOTHY  GOSLING. 

Moderate  Men  and  moderate  Mcaiures. 
Praise  to  pluceless,  proud  ability. 

Let  the  prudent  muse  disclaim  ; 
And  sing  ilie  statesman— all  civility — 

Wliom  moderate  talent^  raise  to  fame. 
He,  no  random  projects  urging, 

Makes  us  wild  alarms  toteel  ; 
With  riinderatrnieaiurti  gently  fur  pin^ 
'  His  that  prey  on  Britain's  weal. 

CHORUS. 
Gently  pwc'riir, 
Geuily  ju'g'-'g. 
Gently /'K'jfv/^  Britain's  weal.  (l) 
Addini;ton,  with  measured  moiioi, 

Keep  the  tenour  of  thy  way ; 
To  j;l"ry  yield  no  rash  devotion. 

Led  by  luring  liyhts  astray  ; 
Splendid  talents  arc  deceiving, 

Tciid  to  councils  much  too  bold; 
Moderate  men  we  prize,  believing 
All  ih.-it  glittcis  is  not  gold. 

GRAND    CJlOKUS, 

All  that  oh  stirs. 
All  that  gli.ters, 
All  that  glhtcn  is  not  gold.  (2) 


(t)   "  Erc  kum.m  itatute purged  the  general  lueal." 

SHAKESPEARE. 

(3}   *'  Ntir  ail  ih  it  glisters  gold"  Glt.-kV. 
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EPIGRAM.— (?«  the  Judin[;tOiit:n  Naiy. 
Fifty  ?hipb  in  a  montii,  fit  lo  rule  on  the  ocean, 
He  vow'.i   fiiould   be  ready  these  Frenchmen  to 
meet  ! 
The  Doctor  may  know  how  to  make  up  a  potion, 
But  ''fiat  mlxtura"  won't  make  up  atiect, 

THE  BLOCKS  ! 
"  Jfc  are  happy  to  assure  our  readers,  that  the 
"  Blocks  initiidid  to  guard  (be  1  bames  are 
"  nearly  ready.  Irue  Briton,  April  1." 
This  assurai  ce  lias  been  received  in  all 
parts  of  tlie  -^  )nntry  with  the  most  lively 
saiisfactioti.— I'hat  within  so  short  a  space 
of  time  as  three  weeks,  or  a  month,  after 
the  minister  had  announced  imminent  dan- 
ger of  invasion,  any  part  of  our  sy^teiri  of 
defence  should  be  "  nearly  ready,"  is  cer- 
tainly a  n)osl  charming  consideration,  and 
reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the  spirit  and 
alacrity  of  ihe  government. — Tiie  only  thing 
wanting  to  complete  the  public  contentment 
is  to  be  distinctly  informed,  what  or  wno 
these  same  blocks  are,  whose  forward  state 
of  readiness  is  so  loudly  vaunted. — Several 
inquiries  have  reached  us  from  correspon- 
dents in  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom  on 
this  subject  :  and  as  we  are  really  at  a  loss 
ourselves  for  a  satisfactory  explanation,  we 
subjoin  the  communications  that  have  come 
to  us  just  as  we  have  received  them. — They 
have,  for  she  most  part,  taken  the  turn  of 
epigrams — The  following  is  the  first  that 
set  us  really  thinking  upon  the  subject. 
EPIGP.AMS.— No.  I. 
If  Btoch  can  from  danger  deliver, 

Two  pl;u-er>  are  safe  from  the  P'rench  ; 
The  lirst  is  the  mouth  of  the  river  j 
The  sc'zond  theTrcasury  Bench. 

No.  II.  appears  in  the  form  of  a  charade, 
of  which  we  shall  be  obliged  to  any  of  our 
readers  for  a  solution.  It  is  dated  Iroui  Uni- 
versity College,  Oxford. 

My  first  protects  Thames'  sacred  stream; 
My  second,  antient  authors  deem, 

Is  much  improved  by  brains  ; 
But  when  my  fir^t  and  second  join'd 
Arc  in  one  Ministry  combin'd, 

Alas  !   what  hope  remains  ! 
No.  III. 
While  some,  impatient,  call  for  Pitt ; 
And  some,  in  teiror,  would  submit 

E'en  to  be  saved  by  Fox — 
Sage  AdJington,  with  candid  smile, 
And  pure  intention  free  from  guile, 

Still  bids  us  trust  in  Blocks. 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 

Malta. — Letter  from  M.  de  Busy  to  the  Enzl'nh 
JSlinhter  at  Malta. —  Dated  Malta,  March  1,  1803" 

Mons.  the  English  Minister. — I  had  the  honour 
this  morning  of  siatino  to  your  Exc,  the  object  of 
the  mission  with  which  I  am  charged;  to  which 
you  replied,  that  you  had  no  orders  to  evacuate 
Malta,  and  tkat  gave  me  to  understand  that  the 
Giind  Master  had  better  not  repair  thither.  After 
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having  reflected  ujion  this  ansrrer,  which  was  not 
so  satisfact  ryas  His  Highness  expected,  it  seemed 
to  iiie  tnat  it  lequircd  further  explanation.  As 
your  Excellency's  answer  appeared  to  contain  a 
refusal  to  restore  Malta  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of 
Jeiusalem,  (?ontormably  to  the  loth  art.  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  and  as  such  a  violation  of  the 
treaty  might  Lad  to  the  most  important  c<>nse- 
qucnces,  and  even  the  most  fatal  to  the  repose  of 
hurope  ;  1  cannot  remaia  satisfie;!  with  the  veibal 
answer  you  have  given  me,  and  I  therefore  request 
you  to  state  in  a  public  and  authf  ntic  manner,  the 
motives  of  this  unexpected  lefu  al. — '  have  the  ho- 
nour to  recrtll  to  the  recollection  of  your  F.xc.  that 
conformaiily  to  the  4th  paragraph  or  the  lOth  ait. 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  forces  of  his  Brit,  Ma- 
jesty were  to  evacuate  that  island  and  its  depen- 
dencies within  3  months  from  the  exchange  of  the 
latification  of  the  treaty,  or  sooner  if  possible. 
That  period  has  expired  some  time.  The  treaty 
adds,  that  "  the  island  shall  be  given  up  to  the 
Ortler  in  its  present  state,  provided  the  Grand 
Master,  or  Commissaries  fully  authorized  accord- 
ing to  the  statutes  of  theOiiler,  shall  be  in  the 
islmd  to  take  possession,  and  provided  the  troops 
which  his  Sicilis.n  Majesty  is  to  fuinish  shall  have 
arrived."  'those  troops  have'arrived  a  lung  time, 
and  the  only  condition  remaining  to  be  fulfilled, 
was  the  arrival  of  the  G.  Ma.ner,  or  his  Commis- 
saries, to  take  possession.  This  condition  is  now 
accomplislied  by  my  arrival.  —  The  G  Ma;.tcr  has 
deigned  to  appoint  me  his  Ambassador  Ext.  and 
Plenip.  "  to  treat,  conclude,  accomplish,  and  con- 
cert with  the  English  and  French  Ministeis  Plenip. 
and  with  the  actual  Enalish  gov.  in  the  island, 
upon  all  the  articles  relative  to  the  restoration  of 
religion  to  tlie  island  of  Malta,  as  well  as  upon 
the  restoration  of  the  place."*  Such  are  the  terms 
of  the  full  powers  with  which  1  am  vested,  and  of 
which  1  have  sent  you  a  copy.  According  to  the 
tenor  of  these  full  povvcrs,  and  the  different  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty  of  >'imiens,  being  accomplish- 
ed for  the  restoration  of  the  island  ot  Malta  to  ths 
Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  I  demand  formally 
the  execution  oi  the  loth  arc.  parag.  4,  of  the  said 
treaty,  and  I  beg  that  1  may  receive  a  categorical 
answer. — Accept  the  assurance,  i&c.       (.Signed) 

BUSSY. 

The  jrisivti  cf  M,  the  English  Minister  to  M.  the  corn- 
wander  Buy. 

Alalia,  Mat-ch  2,  1 803. 
Sir, — I  have  received  tb.e  letter  which  )our  Ex- 
cellency did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  yester- 
day, in  which  some  dissatisfaction  is  expressed  at 
my  ver'oal  communication  respectiHg  the  object 
of  your  mission  :  and  in  which  it  is  demanded  that 
I  should  detail,  in  wriiiug,  my  reasoni  for  refusing 
to  deliver  up  the  Gov.  of  these  isles,  on  the  an  ivai 
of  his  Eminence  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order  of 
Sr.  John  of  Jerusalem. — In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  as  some  of  the  powers  invited  by  the 
terms  of  the  1  :;tli  art.  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  to 
guarantee  the  independence  of  Malta,  have  not 
yet  acceded  to  that  measuie,  I  do  not  think  myself 
authorized  to  put  an  end  to  tlie  Gov.  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty  here,  until  I  receive  special  instruc- 
tions from  my  court. — Your  Exc.  will  observe,  that 
I  wish  to  dissuade  the  G.  Master  fiom  coming  to 
reside  liere.  Your  Exc.  may  recollect  that  I  spoke 
to  you  on  that  subject,  to  the  following  purport  : 
— On  your  observations,  that  the  G.  Master 
reckoned  on  having  Immediate  possession  of  the 
palace  of  gov.  at  the  Fort  of  Vallctte,  I  inlormcd 
you,  that  under  the  prescat  ciuum;itanccS;  1  couI4 
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not  accede  to  the  desire  of  his  Eminence,  it  being 
absolutely  necessary  that  his  Exc.  Gen.  Villette 
and  myself  should  continue  in  tlie  palace  for  the 
purpose  ot  transacting  [he  official  business  of  our 
respective  departmenis. —  I  request,  however,  to 
rec-iil  to  your  Excellency's  remembrance,  tli:it  1 
olfered  at  the  same  time  the  palace  of  Bosclielta 
for  the  residence  of  the  G.  jVJaster,  a  situation 
which  I  conceived  to  be  in  every  respect  suitable 
to  his  Eminence,  until  the  pctiod  when  he  might 
take  upon  him  the  direction  of  the  govt. — But  a,s 
the  palace  of  Boschctta  is  not  at  present  furnish- 
ed, I  took  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  it  would  be 
more  suitable  to  remain  some  time  in  Siciiy,  and 
so  much  the  more  so,  as  the  then  residence  of  his 
Eminence  would  be  but  a  day's  voyage  from  this 
island. —  As  to  any  thing  further,  his  Eminence 
may  be  assured  that  the  moment  1  tl-ink  myself 
authorized  to  deliver  up  the  Govt.  1  will  inform  him 
of  it. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  £^c. 

(SlgneJ)  ALEX.'i.NDER  J.  BAIL. 

GUEKNSEV, 

Tfocla,mathn,  by  the  lion.  Major-General  John  Doyle, 
Colonel  of  Ins  Majestv's  S7  th  Reg.  of  Foot,  and  Com - 
?nanJer  in  Chtef  of  !us  ALijcs.y's  Forces  in  the  Island 
of  Guernsey,  Qfc. 

Whereas,  his  Majesty's  orders  have  been  re- 
ceived to  adopt  every  measure  of  precaution  and 
preparation  for  the  better  defence  and  security  of 
the  Island  of  Guernsey:  Tliis  is  to  give  notice, 
That  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  martial  law  will 
of  course  take  place;  in  which  case,  upon  the 
alarm  guns  being  fired,  the  master  and  crews  of 
the  different  vessels,  subjects  to  his  .Majesty,  and 
who  may  be  then  in  the  Pier,  or  in  any  of  the 
roads  of  this  island,  likewise  all  such  other  sea- 
faring persons  who  may  not  be  particularly  at- 
tached to  the  militia,  do  repair  to  the  South  Pier, 
vhere  they  will  be  armed,  and  embodied  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Dobree,  of  the  royal 
navy,  vv'io  will  thereupon  lank  as  Lt.-Col.  in  the 
army  from  the  date  of  his  commission.  They  are  im- 
plicitly to  obey  all  orders  they  may  receive  from 
him,  or  sucli  other  ofllcerG  as  may  be  appointed  to 
act  under  him,  and  are  in  every  respect  to  be  sub- 
ject to  military  discipline. — By  an  ordinance  of 
the  royal  court,  bearing  date  the  15th  of  May, 
1779,  it  is  enacted,  "  That  on  martial  lav/  taking 
*'  place,  all  subjects  of  his  Majesty  who  shall  be 
"  refractory  or  disobedient  to  the  orders  of  the 
*'  Lt.-Gov.  or  of  any  other  officer,  or  who  shjll 
*'  be  watuing  in  thtir  duty,  shall  be  judged  and 
"  punished  by  and  accoiding  to  the  laws  of  war. 
"  And  it  is  expressly  forbidden  to  all  tavern  or 
"  inn-keepers,  or  others  lodging  of  strangers,  to 
"  keep,  conceal,  or  entertain  at  their  houses,  or 
*'  otherwise,  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  Jifter 
"  signal  of  an  alarm  shall  be  t^iven,  upon  pain  of 
"  being  punished  to  the  rigour  of  the  law,  which 
*'  martial  law  shall  reinain  and  continue  in  full 
*'  force,  during  any  apprehension  of  the  enemy, 
"  and  until  it  shall  be  repealed  by  beat  of  drum. 
*•'  And  it  is  farther  expressly  ordeicd,  for  all  fo- 
"  rcigners,  upon  the  first  sound  of  an  alarm,  to  re- 
*'  tire  to  their  lo-lging,  and  all  Foreign  Masters  of 
•'  Vessels  andtheir  crews,  whicli  shall  be  in  thehar- 
"  hour  or  roads  of  this  island,  to  repair  on  board 
"  thtir  respective  vessels,  and  there  remain  during 
*'  the  whole  timeofsuch  alarm, without  going  theie- 
"  from,  except  in  any  case  of  necessity  to  apply 
*'  to  tire  officer  commanding  the  Pier  Guard,  who 
"  shall  give  such  directions  as  he  shall  think 
*<  meet;  upon  pain  of  their  being  punished  to 
"  the  rigour  of  the  laws.     And  it   is  also  forbiJ- 


"  den  to  all  tavern  and  inn-keepers,  or  other 
"  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors,  after  the  alarm 
"  sIkiII  be  given,  to  give  any  spirituous  liquor  to 
"  any  soldier  or  militia  men,  without  leave  from 
"  their  officers." — The  Higli  Bailiff  being  in  pos- 
session of  a  commission,  is  to  have  the  ciimmand 
of  the  town  and  those  placed  in  it  for  the  preser- 
vation of  tranquillity  ;  and  should  any  person  be 
found  disturbing  the  peace,  or  in  the  act  of  liot-. 
ing  or  pillaging,  they  will  be  subject,  to  in- 
stant military  cxecuiion. — Given  at  Head-Quar- 
ters, Guernsey,  this  i6th  of  March,  1803. — By 
Older  of  the  Commander  in  Chief — Thomns  SaU' 
ma'cz,, — Acting  (^-Master  General. 

General  Order, 
By  Major-Gen.  John  Doyle,  Col.  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Syth  rcg.  of  foot,  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  the  island  of  Guernsey. 
— Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all  strangers,  sub- 
jects ot  his  Majesty  now  in  this  island,  or  who 
may  hereafter  anive  in  it,  and  who  are  not  en- 
tolled  in  the  militia,  or  whose  duty  in  case  of 
al'-um  is  not  already  clc.rly  dehned  in  former  re- 
gulations, that,  upon  the  alarm  guns  being  fired 
from  Fort  George,  Castle  Cornet  and  Vale  Castk, 
(by  which  the  island  is  placed  under  martial  law) 
they  are  immediately  to  be  formed  into  a  staff 
corps,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ralph  Da- 
vison, of  St.  Peter's-Port;  and  to  repair  to  the 
Esplanade  of  Fort  George,  there  to  follow  such 
directions  as  they  vah-y  receive  from  tlie  Com- 
manding Royal  Engineer,  ot  t!ie  officer  under  his 
orders,  for  the  purpose  of  their  being  employed 
in  the  manner  best  suited  to  the  power  and  abi- 
lities of  each  in  forwarding  the  pulilic  service. 
Whoever  shall  ireglect  most  exactly  to  o')ey  this 
Older  will  be  exposed  to  the  consequence;  which 
mirst  inevitably  ensue  to  all  those  who  shall  not 
be  found  at  the  moment  of  danger  zealously  ex- 
erting themselves  at  the  post  assigned  them  for 
the  defence  of  the  island,  in  coiiibrmity  to  its 
known  laws  and  constitution. — Given  at  Head- 
Qitarcers,  Ciuernscy,  the  i6th  March,  1805. — By 
order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, —  Thom.is  Suu- 
tnarcz,,  Acting  Q__- Master  General. 

FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Con'.tantimf!e,  Fch.  2j,  —  His  Brit.  Majesty  has 
appointed  the  merchant,  Fr.  Sommei,  at  Butha- 
rest,  his  Consul  for  Moldavia  and  Vvallachia,  an 
oflice  v/hicb  did  not  before  exist,  but  which  has 
been  establislicd  after  the  example  of  Russia, 
Austria,  and  France,  which  latter  has  also  sent 
commercial  Commissioners  to  Moldavia  and  VVal- 
lachia. — They  write  from  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  of 
the  date  the  19th  of  January,  that  tiie  English 
v^ere  making  preparations  to  evacuate  Egypt. 

Venice,  Alarih  18. — By  an   edict   of  his    Imperial 

Majesty,   published  here  the  day  before  yesterday, 

I    the  Austro-Veneiian   country  is  to  be  divided  inio 

sevea    provinces,   viz.    Venice   and   Pogado,    the 

j    Friule,  Treviso,  Panua,  Vicenza,  Verona  and    Bel- 

I    luno:  they  will  all  retain  their  pi'escnt  limits:  each 

v.'iU  be  governed  by  a  provincial  Captain,  who  is 

j    to  execute  the  orders  of  the  (Jov.  Gen.  of  Venice. 

M'lan,  March  iz. — The  Minister  of  religion  has 
I    written  a   circular  letter    to  the  Archbishops  and 
I    Bisliops  of  the  Republic,  to  explain   to   them  the 
necessity  of  the  military  conscripti.-)n,    and  to  in- 
duce them  to  use  their  influence  in  the  execution  of 
this  measure. 

Berlin,  March  24. — A  certain  degree  of   coolness 
is  still  remarked  between   our  Court   and   that  of 
Vienna.     The  iucccsor  of  the  Count  de  Stadioa 
T  4 
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is  not  yet  arrived  in  this  city,  nor  is  there  any 
Prusbian  Envoy  at  Vienna.  Austria  fees,  with 
some  jealousy,  the  preponderating  influence  which 
Brussia  has  acquired,  in  the  Geiman  Eni"piie,  in 
consequence  of  the  late  changes. 

Vienn.j,  MiKit/i  75.— The  marriage  of  the  Arch- 
duke Palatme  with  the  Princess  ot  Baden,  who  is 
now  at  Pctersburgli,  will  be  celebrated  at  Cracow, 
Tvhere  tiie  Emperors  of  Germany  and  Russia  wall 
meet  upon  the  occasion.- — A  deficit  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions,  has  been  discovered  in  the  Impe- 
rial treasury.  Some  persons,  who  are  strongly  sus- 
pected, have  been  arrested  — Tlie  Emperor  has 
published  a  proclamation  at  Venice,  ordering  tliat 
the  Austro-Venetian  territories  shall  be  divided 
into  seven  province:,  viz.  Venice  and  its  territory, 
the  Frioul,  ftcviso,  Padua,  Vicenza,  Verona  and 
Eclluao,  each  of  which  is  to  be  governed  bv  an  of- 
iicer,  entitled  a  Provincial  Captain  Royal,  who  i^ 
to  be  subordinate  to  the  government  at  Venice. 

Berlin,  March  26. — A  report  has  been  circuhted, 
that  our  Court  has  entered  into  a  defensive  treaty 
viih  France,  according  to  which  the  party  attack- 
ed, is  to  be  assisted  by  the  other  witli  2o,coo  men. 
But  there  is  no  solid  foundation  for  this  report.  In 
the  mean  time,  however,  the  fate  of  Hanover  con- 
tinues in  dispute  between  Prussia,  Russia,  and 
France.  Colonial  products  have  risen  since  news 
■was  received  of  the  hostile  attitude  of  England 
and  France. — His  Majesty  received  General  Duroc 
with  particular  marks  of  distinction;  and  has  in- 
vited h:m  several  times  to  dinner.  After  he  had 
an  audience  of  his  Majesty,  and  a  conversation 
with  the  Minister  of  State,  Count  Von  Haugwitz, 
the  French  Col.  Colberg  and  Major  Ferry  set  oii" 
lor  Petersburgh. 

Brussels,  ^pril  2.-— hccotd'ing  to  the  new  orders 
■which  have  arrived  from  Paris,  the  march  of 
troops  to  the  frontiers  of  Holland  is  now  in  full 
activity.  Several  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry 
>vliich  it  was  thought  were  destined  to  make  part 
of  the  camp  at  Brussels,  are  amongst  those  whicli 
march  towards  Holland,  and  we  are  assured  that 
they  will  be  replaced  by  others  drawn  from  the  in- 
terior. Those  which  went  from  Malines  and 
Louvain  have  made  forced  marches,  in  order  to 
strive  at  their  destination  :  they  were  followed  by 
ejthers  who  marched  towards  Nimcguen  and  otiitr 
frontier  places  of  the  Batavian  Republic.  Tiie  , 
greater  part  of  the  English  viho  were  at  the  Hague,  | 
Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam,  have  set  out  either  ; 
for  Hambitrgh  or  Calais,  some  of  them  have  enu  I 
barked  .it  Helvoetbluys, — It  is  said  that  a  line  of 
telegraphs  will  be  formed  between  Holland  and 
Paris,  by  Brussels ;  to  this  is  attributed  the  airival 
in  this  city  of  Cit.  Chappc,  engineer  of  the  telc- 
gra()hs. 

Naiiifs,  April i^. — We  learn  by  the  frigate  I'Egpy- 
tienne,  which  left  ?ort-an-Prince  on  the  ptli  c>f 
Feb.  that  some  Mulaltoes,  at  tiie  head  of  a  num- 
lier  of  Blacks,  having  surprized  the  quarter  of 
i'Ause  a-Veau,  they  burnt  several  houses,  and 
fommitted  many  cruelties.  Gen.  Rochambeau, 
^viih  i3oo  men  arrived  from  France,  and  Gen. 
Laplume  with  1200  men  marched  thithci,  and  dis- 
persed the  Blacks  with  great  slaughter.  The  Mu- 
ia'ttoes  were  taken.  Gen.  Rochambeau  having 
fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Port-au-Prince,  has  re- 
established tranqudlity. 

Rot  lev  Jam,  y:pril  ^. — Common  report,  if  not  ac- 
tual circumstances,  seems  ar  present  to  preponde- 
rate on  the  side  of  war;  preparatory  to  which,  a 
beginning  has  been  tnade  '.vith  the  niaiching  of 
Fj-cacii  tioops  iuto  this  country,  two  battalions  of 
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whom  are  already  arrived  at  Ilieda^  and  for  It^ly 
they  are  proceeding  from  all  qiiarteis,  where,  in 
case  of  a  rupture,  their  presence  will  be  more  im- 
inediatcl)'  necessary. 

iJ-igu'-,  Jpril s- — Our  govt,  has  sent  out  certain 
fast  sailing  vessels,  with  dispatches  and  secret  or- 
ders to  the  Governors  of  the  Colonies  in  the  East 
and  West  Indies.  V.'ithin  these  few  days,  too, 
Grypvegee  and  Circe  have  been  put  into  active 
service;  but  their  destination  is  unknown. — From 
Flushing  we  have  information,  that  there  were 
never  so  many  French  troops  in  tlist  town  as  just 
now.  The  prices  of  provisions  have  risen  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  excite  the  murmurs  of  the  people.^ 
Yesterday  morning  a  courier  ext.  brought  dis- 
patches to  the  F.  Ambas.  of  which  he  has  notified 
the  contents  to  the  Batavian  govt.  It  is  a  requi- 
sition to  the  gov:,  of  this  country,  to  take  into  its 
pay  and  service,  4  other  battalions  of  infantry,  and 
3  squadrons  of  Civaljy,  which,  witli  the  other 
corps  already  in  the  Batavian  service,  will  raise 
the  whole  number  of  the  French  troops,  in  this 
country,  to  15  or  16,000  men. 

Flushing,  ^'pril  5. — This  morning  arrived  from 
Cadsaad  a  battalion  of  French  infantry  of  the  8tli 
i  brigade,  which  immediately  proceeded  on  its 
march  for  Middelbnrg.  In  tlie  afternoon  arrived 
another  battalion  of  the  same  brigade,  which. 
likeu'lse  proceeded  for  Middelburg.  A  battalion 
of  the  9!;ih  i  brigade  lying  here  in  garrison,  set 
out  at  nuon  lor  Vesre,  and  a  few  hours  after  was 
replaced  by  another  battalion  of  the  same  bri- 
gade. Ou.r  garrison  consisted  hitherto  of  two 
battalions  of  the  9Jth  ^  brigade. — This  evening, 
at  6,  the  whole  garrison  came  under  arms  in 
the  Great  Market,  and  Gen.  Monner,  Commander 
of  the  troops  in  the  town  of  Flushing  and  the 
Isle  of  VValcheren,  accompanied  by  Gen.  Ostcn 
and  some  other  ofiicers,  appeared  in  the  front, 
and  delivered  to  the  Commandant  of  the  place  a 
writing,  which  was  read  by  the  same  Commandant, 
and  contained  as  follows  : — fSee  Fiiblic  Papers^ 
p.  ^(>ij. — We  expect  to-day  or  to-morrow  three 
hundred  snd  eighty  cavalry,  and  two  companies 
of  avtilleri',  wiiich,  it  is  said,  will  be  distributed 
in  the  towns  of  Flushing,  IMiddtlburg,  and  Veere. 
—  fFlushing  Courant  Extrao;  .J 

Helv(,ei.sluvs,  ^pril  9. — The  French  troops  destin- 
ed for  the  Louisiana  expedition,  were  debarked 
here  this  day  from  their  transports  :  one  divi- 
sion, consisting  of  about  700  men,  have  taken 
post  at  Goice,  another,  ot  nearly  the  same  force, 
have  marched  into  Brill,  and  a  third  have  pos- 
sessed tiiemstlves  of  this  garrison.  The  Dutch 
troops  were  previously  directed  by  the  French. 
General  to  withdraw  from  those  places,  the  Bata- 
vi.Tii  Commandants  being  assured  by  him,  that  he 
had  it  in  express  charge  to  take  upon  himself  the 
sole  responsibility  of  those  garrisons. 

Hiuiwurg/f,  ^'jpiii  I. — A  paragraph,  said  to  be  by 
command  of  the  First  Consul,  has  been  inserted 
in  the  Correspondenten,  declaring,  that  should  a 
war  between  England  and  France  actually  breakout, 
Buonaparte  ivill  rccos^nixe  no  pcivcr  otherii'tsc.  than  an  ally 
or  an  eric;ny, — The  iibel  upon  his  Britannic  Majes- 
ty, which  appeared  at  full  length  in  the  Ham- 
burgh papers  of  the  3otli  ult.  and  which  was  be- 
fore that  wisely  modilied  by  the  Syndic  and  Cen- 
sor of  the  press,  was,  it  is  said,  previously  com- 
municated to  Sir  George  RumboKl,  the  British 
Charge  d'Aflaires,  who  is  reported  to  have  an- 
sv,'ered,  that  if  the  Senate  was  forced  to  consenr 
to  the  insertion  of  such  con^munications  from  the 
Fr.  Ciovt,  they  must  of  course  do  the  same  justice 


S6i] 


APRIL  Q  TO  APRIL  16,  1S03. 


[562 


to  buch  atticles  as  lie,  Sir  George,  might  receive 
from  his  Govt,  and  publish  them  accdidiiigly. 
This  wretched  lampoon  had  ihe  effect  of  raising 
the  present  prices  of  insurance  from  5  to  Xo  per 
cent,  as  well  as  the  prices  of  coffee  and  sugar. 

Fan's,  .<//)'//  3. — The  number  of  troop,-,  that  are 
already  on  their  march,  or  that  are  in  readiness  to 
march,  to  reinforce  the  army  of  Italy,  amounts 
from  lO  to  2^,ooo  men.  Gen.  Murat,  is  destined 
to  have  the  command  of  all  the  Fr.  troops  which 
are  to  be  distributed  for  the  most  part  along  the 
coasts  of  the  extremity  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
to  tlie  Genoese  territory.  Several  generals  cele- 
brated for  their  military  skill  and  valour,  arc  ap- 
pointed to  serve  under  Gen.  Murat.  Orders  have 
been  also  given  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  the 
Island  of  Elba;  and  there  is  a  great  talk  of  send- 
ing a  corps  of  3CO0  men  to  Ancona,  to  augment 
the  garrison  of  that  place,  in  order  to  secure  a 
military  point  on  the  Adriatic  Sea. — In  general  a 
war  with  England  is  considered  as  unavoidable ; 
and  we  every  moment  expect  news  of  the  com- 
menccnitnt  of  hostilities.  The  warlike  pic[)ara- 
tions  in  our  sea-ports  are  going  forward  with  an 
ardour  beyond  example.  'Ihe  Admirals  and  other 
officers  who  are  to  have  the  command  of  our 
fleets,  squadrons,  and  numerous  flotillas,  are  al- 
ready selected,  although  their  appointments  are 
not  yet  publicly  announced.  Thus  is  it  also  as 
to  the  generals  and  superior  officers  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  troops  assembling  from 
Brest  to  the  Noith  Sea.  We  already  count  about 
2CO  gun-sloops,  flat-bottomed  vessels,  and  others 
•of  that  nature,  which  are  peiftct.'y  armed  and 
equipped. 

^pril  7. — By  virtue  of  an  agreement  made  be- 
tween the  powers  intere;.ted  in  the  faie  of  the 
Order  of  Malta,  and  consented  to  by  his  Briiaanic 
Majesty  on  the  8lh  of  June,  1802,  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Grand  Master  of  thj  Order  was  re- 
ferred tliis  time  to  the  Holy  Sec,  upon  tlie  repre- 
sentations of  the  Priors  of  the  Order.  The  Pope 
and  the  Priors  acceeded  to  this  arrangement.  In 
■consequence  of  which,  his  Holiness  named,  on 
the  9tli  of  Jan.  1S03,  the  Bailly  Ue  Thomasi  as 
Grand  Master  of  the  Order,  who  accepted  his  no- 
mination. The  new  Grand  Master  thought  it 
necessary  to  send  to  Malta  M.  Dc  Busy,  his  Lieut, 
furnished  with  full  powers.  He  arrived  on  the 
Island  on  the  2Sth  of  Feb.  The  following  Letters 
(Set:  Public  Pape>!,  />.  556)  will  shew  whit  has 
hitherto  been  the  result  of  his  mission. — The 
Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, have  for  a  long  time  guaranteed  the  Indepen- 
dence of  the  Island  and  Order  of  Malta.  The 
only  power  whicli  had  not  given  a  decided  answer 
to  the  request  that  was  made  upon  that  subject, 
was  the  King  of  Prussia.  But  his  Prussian  Ma- 
jesty has  thought  it  proper,  under  the  present  cir- 
cum.stances,  to  hasten  to  guarantee  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Island  and  Order  of  M&\t-j..—  (Mo}?l- 
tcurj. — We  are  assured  that  the  Government  of 
Spain  have  sent  orders  to  re-establish  the  rela- 
tions of  its  American  Colonies  wi.h  the  United 
States,  o-n  the  footing  011  which  they  vre^c  before 
Jlie  peace. 

.'J[:riIio. — A  letter  lias  been  published  at  St. 
Malo's,  signed  Rotiier,  respecting  an  article  v.'hich 
appeared  in  one  of  tiie  London  paper?,  slating 
that  letters  had  been  received  from  St.  Malo,  an- 
fiouncing  that  80  gun-boats  v.'erc  assembled  \a 
that  pori.  The  Letter  of  Citizen  Roiiiec  ic  as 
follows  : — ^  Ths  h'jAts  to  which  ihe  pretended 
leifer  alltdes,  are  wndoubtedly  tiiose  which  v/ere 
tcre  jit  thz  close  of  tite  ia-sx  wsf,  10  the  number  of 


60,  and  which  were  completely  disarned  at  the 
peace.  V\'ithin  a  month  a  few  have  been  lilted 
out  lor  the  puiposeof  conveying  the  mateiials 
necessary  for  improving  the  Port  of  Cherbourg. 
As  to  the  activity  employed  in  our  armaments,  it 
is  certainly  astonishing,  and  more  than  i;o  vessels 
will  shortly  sail  to  make  war  upon  — CoiZ/Ti//." 

FORHIGN    OFFICIAL     PAPERS. 
Lil't-rty. —  Kqudiity. — Decree  of  the  F^  ench  Government 

reL:t\'ve  In   the   Toiim  of  F'.uihing. — Varu,  March  31, 

1X0.3. 

Buonaparte,  First  Consul  of  the  Republic,  de- 
crees : — Art.  1.  l"he  town  of  Flushing  is  placed  in 
a  state  of  siege,  under  the  command  of  the  Gen. 
of  Brigade,  Monnet,  who,  for  this  purpose,  is  in- 
vested with  all  the  necessary  powers,  and  who  will 
correspond  directlv  with  the  minister  at  war. — 
Art.  U.  The  minister  at  war  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  present  decree. — The  First  Coc- 
sul, — (Signed) — BuonpartL — The  Sec.  of  State,— 
(Signed)— //.B.  A:;,,r.7.— The  Minister  at  Uar, — 
(Signed) — Alex.  Berthicr. — A  true  copy,  the  Com- 
mandant-.General  ot  the  town  of  Flushing  and. 
Isle  of  Waltheren. — (Signed) — hlonnet. 

DOMESTIC. 

Particulars  of  a  Forgery  attmpted  to  be  practhed  on  the 
Bjrik  of  Lisbon. 
The  contriver  is  a  Brazilian,  Joze  Borges  de 
Burros.  Having  for  former  mal-practices  telt  the 
scourge  of  the  law,  Borges  aimed  at  the  total  .sub- 
version of  ail  Older  and  subordination.  Fortu- 
nately he  failed,  and  then  turned  his  thoughts  to 
forgery,  and  was  detected  ;  but,  owing  to  tlis 
misjudged  precipitation  of  injudicious  inexpe- 
rience, he  eiicaped  with  the  trilling  punishment  of 
being  sent  out  of  ch.e  country  as  an  alien.  Des- 
pising danger,  he  rcturued,  and  renewed  his  de- 
predations tn  the  association  of  Sylveater  Godlia, 
a  Portuguese  ;  and  John  Farrell,  a  delegate  from 
Manchester,  an  intimate  ally  of  the  traitor  Des- 
pard,  and  ivho.^e  name  is  to  be  found  on  the  print- 
ed cards  as  one  of  Sir  F.  Ourdetl's  committee,  dur- 
ing the  Middlesex  Election.  The  other  associate 
was  a  man  named  Gillington,  who  has  been  an 
United  Irishman,  and  who  turned  King's  Evi- 
dence. In  May  last,  Gillington,  and  one  Joh.i 
Fennell,  were  brought  from  Liverpool,  on  a  charge 
ot  forging  and  circulating  small  bank  notes; 
when,  at  the  instance  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Bank,  Gillington  was,  from  necessity,  again  ad- 
mitted as  King's  Evidence  against  his  companiony 
F'-enncil,  vi'ho  was  ia  consequence  executed  at 
Newgate  on  the  23d  of  Jime  last.  These  four 
dangerous  men  proceeded  in  their  operations,  till 
they  vixre  detected  by  tlie  following  providential 
occarrence  : — On  the  zd  of  Jan,  last,  his  Eze,  M. 
de  Lima,  (the  then  Portuguese  ambassador,)  call- 
ed at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bond,  the  magistrate, ,  ia 
Sioane-Street,  accompanied  by  a  respectable  trades- 
man at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  who  etated^ 
that  by  accident  he  had  seen  a  printer  casting  off 
an  immen'ie  quantity  of  cotes,  which  he  knefar 
were  forged  notes  upon  the  Bank  of  L;tbon,  but 
of  which  the  printer  was  completely  ignorant., 
M,  de  Lima  then  requested  Mr.  2>and"s  advice  i'a 
the  affair.  Mr.  B.  advi.sed,  that  no  alarm  shouid 
be  given;  and  the  greater:  care  taken  to  avoid  ap- 
prehendlcg  the  parties  ton  hastily,  until  the  whole 
was  maiirre.  —  NL  deLima  CKprcbScd  his  eoccur- 
xeoce;  and  the  unwary  printer  was  privately  sent 
for,  who  discovered  that  Fa.rrell  v.^as  the  onJy  -MZtivc 
agrp.t:.     i"    consfsjaeurc  ci    vahich.  farifU   v/a 
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watched,  and  every  proceeding  minutely  and  daily 
repotted  to  M.  de  Lima  and  Mr  Bond  for  up- 
v?ards  of  two  m()n;hs.  By  tliis  rcpoit  it  appeared, 
that  some  Portiij^iicse  in  this  country  were  thc 
principal  agents  iii  carrying  on  the  forgery,  wliich 
amounted  to  ^j^c,ooo  in  Lisbon  nores  of  y^ 5 
each,  all  whicli  wcie  first  intended  to  lie  canicil 
by  the  packet  to  Lisbon  fiK  circulation;  but  it 
was  iinally  Pgrecd  that  Farrell  and  Gillington 
should  convey  the  laotes  to  Lisbon,  on  board  of 
the  Antwerp  schosner,  of  London,  George  Dick- 
enson, commandct,  in  which  vessel  they  had  tak- 
en their  passage,  and  had  each  paid  li  guineas. 
In  consequence  of  this  important  torrimurication, 
M.  de  Luna  and  Mr.  Bund  consulied  together,  and 
a  letter  was  dispatched  to  Lisbon  by  the  Ambas- 
sador, immediately  upon  tiie  Antwerp  leaving  the 
River  Thames,  in  consequence  of  which,  on  the 
vessel  entering  the  port  of  Lisbon,  on  the  i6th  of 
March  last,  the  police  officets  went  on  board,  and 
Farrell  and  Gillington  were  secured,  and  forged 
notes,  to  the  amount  of_^'4C,oco  found  on  the  per- 
son of  the  lattei,  and  in  a  private  dra'.ver  at  the  bot- 
tom of  one  of  their  trunks.  M.  c'e  Lima  being  at 
this  period  succeeded  in  the  embassy  to  this  court 
by  the  Chev.de  Souza  Couttinho,  his  Ex.  received, 
on  the  3cth  ol'  Maich,  advices  of  the  proceedings 
of  his  gov.  at  Lisbon,  which  fully  corroborated 
the  beforc-meniioncd  particulars. — Mr.  Bond,  in 
consequence,  gave  directions  tor  the  apprehension 
of  Juze  Korgcs  de  Burros,  and  Silvester  Godli.i  ; 
ana  in  the  possession  of  Godlia  the  remainder  of 
the  forged  notes  were  found,  together  with  icco 
others,  which  had  proved  defective. — A  man 
ramed  Alexander  Assupard  de  Barros  has  been 
apprehended  at  Lisbon,  of  whose  connexion  in 
this  transaction  there  can  be  no  doubt,  from  let- 
ters with  his  signature  found  in  the  postession  of 
torges.  Among  some  snuff  in  a  paper,  which 
Giliir.gton  had,  were  traces  of  a  plan  of  the  di- 
mensions of  the  city  of  Lisbon,  representing  Ri- 
beira  Neva  (or  wharfs)  as  far  as  the  arsenal  and 
the  stree's,  by  \v!;ich  plan  (the  dispatch  ftates)  it 
is  wonderful  hov/  easily  Gillington,  who  had 
never  been  in  Lisbon  before,  maiked  in  writing 
the  streets,  squares,  public  buildings,  and  houses 
lor  which  he  was  to  enquire,  and  confessed  that 
this  plan  was  given  him  by  Borges  dc  Bairos,  that 
ir  niiglit  not  be  known  he  was  in  alliance  with 
Assupard  de  Bartos,  for  v.'honi  he  was  principally 
to  search. — Both  M.  de  Lima  and  Mr.  Bond  are 
entitled  to  the  grateful  thanks  of  their  respective 
countries. 

Fiorn  the  LonJo-i  Ca-z.;tt:,  IJ'hitehr.ll,  ^^piil  9,  iSot;. 
— The  King  h.s  been  pleased  to  constitute  and 
appoint  the  Kight  Hon.  Francis  Lord  Napier  to 
be  his  Majesty's  riigh  Commissioner  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

CtoVJri-OJJiiC.,  j^fri!  12,  1803. — Memher,  returned  to 
^ifut  \n  t'-i>  -preicnt  Farliament. — Borough  or  Ivel- 
chestcr. — C.  Brooke,  Esq.  and  Sir  VV.  Manners, 
Eart.  in  the  room  of  T.  Plummer,  and  W.  Hun- 
ter, Esqrs.  whose  election  for  the  said  Borough 
has  been  adjudged  to  be  void.' — County  of  Here- 
ford.— J.  Matthews,  of  Btlniont,  in  the  parish  of 
Clehocger,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  Esq.  in  the 
loom  ot  ].  G.  Cotterell,  Esq.  whose  election  lor 
the  said  Eorougii  has  been  adjudged  to  be  void. — 
Shire  of  Ayr. — Sir  H.  Duhymple  Hamilton,  of 
Bargeny  and  North  Berwick,  Bart,  in  the  room  of 
Coi.  \V.  Fullarioii,  who  hath  accepted  the  office  of 
one  of  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  the  go- 
■■vtri:iiifiit  of  the  l^Liud  ol  Trinidad. 

Bcr.lfa^t*.~A\i%Qn,    li,    and    S.    Manchester, 


corn-dealers.  —  Am'erson,  R.  .  Guildford-street, 
merchant. — Glover,  J.  Great  Lever  works,  oil  of 
vitriol  manufacturer.  —  Smith,  H.  Blackfriars- 
road,  coach-maker.— Green,  J.  Liverpool,  wool- 
len-draper.— Ca'vtit,  N.  Lancaster,  merchant. — 
■Vl'Conncil,  E.  Liverpool,  linen-merchant. — Bear- 
ing-, T.  Wood-street,  victualler. — WMlson,  F.  Great 
Clactun,  linen-draper. — Wcstbrook,  T.  J.  City- 
road,  builder. — Myles,  J.  Ouston,  Chester,  cotn- 
factor.  —  Rrown,  W.  Lincoln,  sadlcr. —  Beaumont, 
W.  Shrewsbury,  draper. 

Jfirth. — On  Saturday,  tb.e  zd  inst.  the  lady  of  Sir 
F.  Vincent,  Bart,  of  a  son.. 

Alanicd. — On  Saturday,  at  Lydhead,  St.  Law- 
rence, near  Taunton,  Sir.  J.  Letter,  to  Miss 
Russell. 

Deaths. — On  the  19th  ult.  in  the  79th  year  of  her 
age,  Mrs.  Hammond,  relict  of  Lieut.  Hammond  of 
the  royal  navy,  and  mother  of  Mr.  Hammond, 
High-Street,  Portsmouth. — On  the  6th  instant,  at 
Sonning,  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Rich,  Bart. —  On  tiic 
id  inst.  Sir  James  Montgomery,  late  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  Scotland. — On  the  9th  inst.  in  Jermyn- 
Strect,  General  De  Bauermeistcr,  ResiJent  Mi- 
nister frcim  the  court  of  Hessc-Cassel,  in  the  63d 
year  of  his  age. — At  Fdinbu'gh,  on  tiie  7th  insr. 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Dumlnes,  in  the  77111 
year  of  his  age. 

DOMESTIC    OFFICI-VL    PAPEKS. 
Circular  Letter  adJreaed  to  the  Commanding    Officers    of 

the    respective     Corps     of    Irish     Yeomanry. — DubLtl 

Castle,  March  16,  1S03. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  ac- 
quaint you  that,  in  the  present  posture  of  affair;, 
it  is  particularly  desirable  the  Yeoman:  y  of  L-e- 
land  should  be  prepared  for  any  emergency.  —  His 
Exc.  i,-;  fully  convinced,  from  the  loyalty  and  pub- 
lic fvirit  which  have  been  already  so  generally 
manifested  by  the  Yeomanry,  tliat  they  will  again 
most  cheerfully  come  forward,  if  their  services 
.should  be  lequired,  with  the  same  zeal  by  which 
they  were  actuated  curing  the  late  vvar. — The 
corps  under  your  command  may  be  assuied,  that 
if  it  should  be  necessary  to  equip  them  completely 
for  service,  no  exertion  will  be  wanting  on  the 
part  of  govt,  for  that  puspose.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c. — E.  B.  Littlehales. 

SUMMARY   OF  POLITICS. 

Malta. — By  a  reference  to  p.  555  of 
the  present  sheet,  our  readers  will  perceive, 
that  Buonaparte  has  had  the  goodness  to 
communicate  a  part,  at  least,  of  that  in- 
formation, for  which  we  have  in  vain  called 
upon  our  ministers.  The  correspondence  be- 
tween Sir  Alex.  Ball  and  the  Commander 
Busy  (not  a  bad  name  for  such  an  agent) 
will,  we  believe,  discover  to  our  readers 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  present  arma- 
ment. It  was  on  the  9th  of  February,  that 
the  Bailli  Thomasi  was  appointed  ;  so  that 
there  was  just  about  time  enough  for  an 
account  of  his  appointment  to  have  reached 
Paris,  and  il;r  a  demand  and  menace  ot  the 
Consul  to  have  been  communicated  to  the 
ministers,  by  the  9th  of  March,  the  day  on 
which  they  brought  down  the  Message  from 
the  King. — This,  then,  being  the  cause  of 
their  armamentj  and  ol  their  \Y3r,  if  they  are 
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to  carry  on  a  war  (for  tliC  pretext  of  newdnd 
extraovdwary /wstile/ire/iarationsin  the  ports  of 
France  and  Holland  realiy  appears  to  have 
been  unfounded),  now  would  be  the  tune  to 
remind  them  of  the  principle  u])on  which 
they  and  their  partizans  defended  tlie  peace, 
and,  according  to  which,  every  single  tiling, 
surrendered  by  us,  ought,  if  peace  had  not 
been  made,  to  be  considered  as  the  sole  object 
ollhe  continuation  of  the  war,  and,  as  no 
single  thing  was  worth  a  continuation  of  the 
war,  they  were  justified  in  yielding  every 
tiling  for  the  sake  of  peace.  But,  to  sting, 
to  goad,  to  lash  them  and  their  ignorant, 
sellish,  peace-loving  partizans,  ojiportuni- 
ties  enough  will  be  olfercd  us:  at  present, 
we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  re- 
marks as  to  the  justice  of  our  cause,  if  wo 
should  go  to  war  for  the  retention  of  Malta, 
that  being,  as  it  is  alleged  by  the  enemy, 
the  only  point  in  dispute  between  England 
and  France,  an  allegation  hitherto  uncon- 
tradicted by  either  the  ministers  or  their 
slaves. — In  the  present  volume,  p.  43^,  et 
seq.  we  defended  the  retention  ot  Malta 
upon  the  ground,  that  the  Order,  to  which 
the  Island  was  to  be  restored,  had,  in  fact, 
eeased  to  exist,  ])revious  to  the  time  stipulated 
for  the  restoration  ;  and,  that  it  had  been 
destroyed,  not  by  Great  Britain,  but  by 
•Spain,  one  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
Amiens.  If  further  justiiication  had  been 
necessary,  we  should  have  urged,  that  the 
Order,  (such  as  it  was  to  be  according  to 
the  treaty)  having  been  annihilated,  a  due 
election  of  a  Grand  Master  could  not  pos- 
sibly take  place,  seeing  that,  by  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  the  Knights  of  the  Order 
were  to  be  the  electors.  Here,  then,  we 
stood  upon  ground  as  firm  and  impregnable 
as  Valetta  itself;  but,  upon  reading  the 
state  papers  of  Mr.  Busy  and  Sir  Alexander 
Ball,  together  with  the  information  now 
communicated  therewith  through  the  ob- 
liging Moniteur,  (i)  we  find  this  ground 
sink  from  beneath  us.  That  "  j,^,"  mole- 
like  politician,  Lord  Havvkesbury,  has  been 
at  work,  and  has  completely  undermined 
us  :  for,  it  now  appears,  that  a  new  ar- 
rangement has  been  made,  by  which  ar- 
rangement the  Pope,  and  not  the  Knights, 
is  to  elect  the  Grand  Master,  and  that, 
this  arrangement  was,  on  the  8di  of  June, 
■1802,  only  about  six  weeks  after  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications,  '■'■  coTisemeJ  to  by 
*' his  Britannic  Majesty  !!!"  On  what  con- 
ditions, or  with  what  reservations,  this  con- 
sent was  given,  the  mole-like  Havvkesbury 
will,  in   time,  perhaps,  inform  the  Farlia- 

(i)  See  p.  j5j,of  the  present  sbcet. 
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ment  and  the  nation  ;  but,  from  the  note  of 
Sir  A.  Ball,  we  are  naturally  to  conclude, 
that  there  were  no  conditions  or  reserva- 
tions at  all;  for  the  only  justification  that 
he  ])uts  forward,  is,  the  ivant  of  a  guaraii- 
tee,  (which,  by  the  by,  is  now  said  to  be  ob- 
tained) (2)  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  pow- 
ers, jay/W  thereto  by  the  lolh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  This  ground  alone  is 
very  weak  indeed  ;  and,  unless  something 
stronger  can  be  urged  by  the  ministers,  they 
ought  instantly  to  be  put  upon  that  respon- 
sibility, which  they  have  hitherto  held  up  a'S 
a  shield  against  every  call  for  information. 
It  is  a  fact  too  evident,  too  notorious,  too 
universally  acknowledged,  to  be  for  on« 
moment  doubted  of,  that  the  Pope  is  the 
creature  and  the  instrument  of  Buonaparte  ; 
that  he  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
much  under  his  command  as  is  any  one  of 
the  Prefects  of  France.  To  consent,  thert?- 
fore,  that  the  Pope  should  appoint  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Malta,  was,  in  reality, 
to  consent  that  Malta  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  France,  In  corroboration  of 
this  opinion,  the  ministerial  paper,  the 
True  Briton,  of  the  14th  instant,  says: 
"  Thomasi  is  said  to  be  perfectly  in  his 
"  dotage,  and  a  complete  tool  of  Bmnajiarte  ; 
"  and,  indeed,  there  is  a  moral  certainty 
"  of  this  island  yfl///V>g-  i^ito  the  hands  ef  the. 
"  French  rohetiever  ive  evacuate  it,  if  it  be  givea 
*'  up  either  to  the  Order,  or  to  the  Nea- 
"  politans  to  defend;  and  our  government 
' '  cannot  be  ig?ioi  ant  of  this ." — V  e  ry  i  r  u  e  ;  but 
why,    then,    did   the    ministers   consent   to 


leave  the  appointment  of  the  Grand  Master 
in  the  hands  of  the  Pope?  If  Lord  Havvkes- 
bury can  prove,  thatthis  consent  was  clog- 
ged with  any  conditions,  which  have  not 
been  fulfilled,  or,  that  the  suppression  of 
the  langues  took  place  at  a  time  and  in  a 
way  to  render  this  consent  nugatory,  (3) 
he  will  thereby  obtain,  perhaps,  some  little 
palliation;  but,  nothing  he  can  devise  wi!i 
possibly  justify  the  having  given  this  con- 
sent, which,  under  whatever  restrictions, 
must  finally  have  had  an  obvious  tendency 
to  place  this  invaluable  possession,  this 
means  of  dreadful  annoyance  to  us,  this  key 
(o  Egypt,  to  Turkey,  and  to  India,  in  (he 
hands  of  our  ibrmidable  and  inveterate  foe. 


(2")  See  p  562,  of  the  present  slie<"c. 

(3)  Tiie  passage  in  tJie  Moniteur  is  rather  equi- 
vocal. It  may  mean,  that  the  new  arrangenu-rt 
was  made  on  the  8t!i  of  June,  i3oi,  and  consented  to 
by  KnglanU  at  some  cpocli  since,  which  would 
agree  with  the  statement  of  our  correspondent 
J.  B.  ill  the  present  sheet,  p.  55'.. — If  this  be  idcr 
case,  and  if  the  constnc  was  given  so  late  as  ia 
October  List,  the  conduct  of  aiiiiister*  adinits  cf 
no  r>''-'ssibk' d;';encc,  .    ,-■     ■  -        .  -       ■ 
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To  possess  the  entire  mastership  of  the  Me- 
diterranean ;  to  seize  hold  of  Sicily,  Candia, 
and  to  repossess  Egypt}  to  open  a  way 
^overland  to  India  ;  to  liave  Turkey  at  her 
.absolute  command  j  to  secure,  by  I'orce  and 
for  ever,  die  friendship  of  Russia  ;  to  expel 
us,  in  short,  from  the  Levant,  irom  Asia, 
and  from  Africa;  to  elfect  all  these  objects  of 
aggrandisement  to  herself  and  of  degrada- 
tion and  ruin  to  us,  France  has  only  to  get 
and  to  maintain  the  Island  of  Malta.  And, 
is  the  base  surrender  of  a  plac«  like  this, 
or  the  expenses  of  a  war  to  preserve  it ;  is 
an  object  like  either  of  these  to  be  sacri- 
ficed merely  to  gratify  the  vanity  and  sel- 
fishness of  the  Havvkcsburies  and  Adding- 
tons  ?  Will  the  Parliament,  wliose  duty  it 
is  to  render  weak,  or  wicked,  ministers  re- 
sj>onsible;  will  they  longer  be  silent  on  this 
subject  ?  Will  they,  can  they  so  shamefully 
neglect  their  duty,  tlicir  sworn  duty,  the  sa- 
cred (rust  reposed  in  them  by  their  country 
and  their  Sovereign  ?  We  Iiope  not.  We 
confide  in  them  lor  an  ample  enquiry  into 
thisdark  transaction,  and  lor  strict  justice  on 
all  and  every  one  of  the  parties  therein  con- 
cerned; and,  if  we  could  believe,  that  this 
our  confidence  were  misplaced,  we  should, 
then,  indeed,  despair  of  the  British  consti- 
tution. 

Flushing  and  Holland. — The  de- 
claring of  Flushing  /;?  a  state  of  siege  has  ex- 
cited a  good  deal  of  indignation,  real  or 
affected,  in  almost  all  the  London  Journalists. 
But  these  mongrel  writers,  who,  unlike  your 
true  "  blood-hound,"  or  bull-dog,  unthinkly 
ily  at  all  sorts  of  game,  do,  in  tlieir  random 
assaults,  frequently  exemplify  the  vulgar 
saying,  and  "  get  tlie  wrong  sow  by  the 
ear."  So  has  it  happened  in  the  present 
instance;  for,  it  may  not  only  be  excusable 
in  the  French  to  declare  Flushing  in  a  state 
of  siege,  but  she  has,  in  the  strictest  sense 
of  the  word,  a  right  so  to  do,  according  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  between 
her  and  the  Batavian  Republic,  of  which 
treaty  England  gave  her  tacit  recognition 
by  her  conclusion  of  the  (reaty,  the  poison- 
ous, the  all-coroding  and  ail-destroying 
treaty  of  Ainiens. — The  Morning  Post  says : 
*'  Such  an  outrage  upon  state  decorum  has 
"  not  occurred  during  the  French  revolu- 
*'  tion.  If  Flashing  can  be  put  in  a  state 
*'  of  siege  by  a  decree  from  Paris,  so  may 
"  Hamburgh,  Copenhagen  and  Lisbon. 
*'  How  the  powers  of  the  Continent  will 
*'  view  \hh 'violatlcn  of  gocd  faith,  ihh  insult 
*'  to  public  decer.cy,  this  step  which,  more 
"  than  any  other,  extends  and  establishes 
"  Buonaparte's  power,  we  know  not;  but 
"  every  man  of  common  sense  and  vujiartial 
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"  feeling,  must  execrate  it  as  the  most  t^rmini- 
"  cal  and  alarming  that  has  stained  the 
"  history  of  Buonaparte's  reign.  To  place 
"  a  town  in  a  slate  of  siege  is  the  most  se- 
"  vere  act  ol  a  government,  the  greatest 
"  exercise  of  power  it  can  practice  over 
"  the  subjects  it  has  in  charge." — The 
True  Briton,  in  an  article  of  the  13  th  inst. 
evidently  inserted  by  order  of  the  mini- 
sters, alter  declaiming  in  the  same  way  with 
(he  Morning  Post,  complains  of  the  act  in 
question,  as  being,  on  the  part  of  France, 
a  violation  of  the  "  nentraJity  and  indejien- 
"  r/ifwf^  of  the  Ba(avian  Republic."  To  ex- 
pose the  barbarous,  the  more  than  Hotten- 
tot ignorance,  of  these  people,  we  have 
only  to  quote  three  of  the  articles  of  a  com- 
pact which  they  themselves  have,  as  we 
just  now  observed,  tacitly  recognised  and 
sanctioned.  "  Art.  III. — There  shall  be 
"  between  the  two  Republics,  to  the  end 
"  of  Ihe  war,  an  alliance  otfensive  andde- 
"  fensive  against  ^// their  enemies,  without 
"  distinction. — Art.  IV.  This  alliance,  of- 
"  fensive  and  defensive,  shall  always  exist 
"  against  England,  in  every  case  when  one 
"  of  the  two  Republics  shall  be  at  war 
"  with  Jier."  (4) — So  much  for  the  "  ?;f«- 
"  traUtf  of  the  Batavian  Republic;  that 
neutrality,  which,  in  our  letters  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  Jiremous  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  definitive  treaty,  we  besought  him  to 
provide  for,  not  by  crouching  to  Mr.  Otto, 
but  by  placing  in  the  entire  possession  of 
(he  Dutch,  "  Ruremonde,  Juliers,  Guel- 
"  dres,  Cleves,  together  with  the  fortresses 
"  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt,  those  of 
"  Flushing  ■a.nA.  Maestricht."  (q)  This  was 
the  pledge  of  Dutch  neutrality,  vviiich  we 
demanded  ;  but  his  lordship  preferred  that 
of  the  friendship  of  the  Consul,  which  we 
now  find  to  be  as  brittle  as  his  tawdry,  his 
well-bestowed  porcelaine  de  Seve.  As  to 
the  independence  of  the  Batavian  republic, 
the  following  article  of  the  same  treaty,  will 
show  that  the  measure  under  the  considera- 
tion is  nor,  in  the  least,  a  violation. — "  Art. 
XI  i  I.  There  shall  be  in  ihe  toiun  and  port  of 
"  Flushing  a  French  garrison  exclusively ,  ivhc' 
"  thiT  in  peace  or  in  ivar,  until  it  shall  be 
"  otherwise  stipulated  between  the  two  na- 


(4)  11  y  ain-a  entie  les  deux  Republiques,  jus- 
qu'i  la  tin  dc  la  guerre,  alliance  offensive  et  defen- 
sive contie /o.vi  leurs  ennemis,  sans  distinction. — 
Cette  alliance  ofl'ensive  et  defensive  auia  tonjouis 
lieu  coniie  l' AngL-u-ne,  dans  tous  les  cas  oil  I'une 
des  deux  Republiques  sera  en  guerre  a^ec  elle. 

(q)  See  Letteis  on  the  Preliminaries  of  peace, 
2d  edition,  p.  S9  et  seq^. — These  letters  should  «ow 
be  read. 
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"  tions."(6) — Now,  it  has  iiot  been  other- 
wise  stipulated  between  the  two  nations :  at 
least,  our  ministers  have  no  proof  that  it 
has,  nor  have  they  any  reason  to  suppose  it. 
Why,  therefore,  are  they  surprised  ?  What 
ground  have  they  for  complaint  on  this 
head?  And  to  what  can  their  astonishment 
and  their  whining  be  attributed,  if  not  to 
that  unparalleled  and  almost  inconceivable 
ignorance,  which,  in  conjunction  with  their 
other  qualities,  have  brouglit  this  kingdom 
into  its  present  state  of  embarrassment  and 
disgrace?  It  is  not  a  want  of  talents  that 
they  here  stand  accused  of,  but  a  want  of 
mere  common  information.  They  appear 
to  know  nothing  at  all  of  what  has  passed  in 
the  world  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  still 
less  of  what  is  passing  in  it  now.  The  fact 
is,  that,  from  the  moment  they  took  pos- 
session of  their  ill-gotten  places,  all  their  at- 
tention, all  their  etforts,  all  their  measures, 
both  domestic  and  foreign,  appear  to  have 
been  directed  to  the  sole  object  of  retaining 
those  places  and  of  turning  them  to  the  emo- 
lument of  themselves,  their  families,  and 
their  dependents.— But,  while  we  allow 
France  to  have  a  perfect  tight  to  declare 
Flushing  in  a  state  of  seige  (for  this  right 
is  necessarily  included  in  the  rights  o(  excUi- 
sive  garrison),  we  by  no  means  admit,  that 
she  has  any  right  whatever  to  keep  troops  in 
the  dominions  belonging  to  the  Batavian  Re- 
public, which  Flushing  does  not.  We  have 
before  proved, (/)  that  France,  by  keeping 
troops  in  the  Dutch  territories,  even  for  one 
week  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  was  guilty  of  a  flagrant,  arid,  tons, 
a  most  injurious  breach  of  that  treaty,  a 
breach  which  will,  at  all  times,  be  a  full  jus- 
tihcation  for  the  non-fulfilment,  on  our  part, 
of  any  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty ;  and, 
if  keeping  troops  there  were  such  a  breach, 
the  marching  of  more  troops  into  Holland 
in  time  of  peace,  is  a  further,  a  greater,  and 
more  outrageous  breach.  The  reason  why 
the  ministers  never  touch  upon  this  subject 
is  evident  enough:  they  know,  that  their 
complaints  would  instantly  produce  the 
question:  "  why  did  ynu  restore  any  thing, 
"  and  particularly  the  Dutch  colonies,  until 
"  the  French  troops  had  evacuated  Holland  j" 
which  they  could  not  possibly  answer,  ex- 
cept by  urging  the  absolute  necessity  of 
keeping  their  places. — All  considerations  of 
treaty,   however,    France    now   boldly   and 

(6)  II  V  aura  ,l^>lS  la  place  et  h  port  de  Flfssing-e 
^arnhon  F'nii^zise  exdush  f.-irnf,  soil  en  pais,  soil  en 
guerre,  jiii-qu'a  ce  qu'il  en  soic  ctipule  autrement 
cutre  Ics  deux  nations. 

(7)  Scb  Register,  Vol.  IIT.  p.  4-4  et  ?eq.  wliich 
we  request  our  readers  to  refer  to  for  an  ar.iple  dis- 
c-ussion  of  this  subject.  '  -     '    ■' 


openly  sets  at  defiance;  she  has  already 
exercised  her  despotism  at  Flamburgh,  ia 
direct  violation  of  her  joint  declaration  with 
Russia,  and  she  is  resolved  that  thfre  shall 
be  no  neutrality,  a  resolution  which  she  will 
adhere  to  as  far  as  it  relates  to  any  of  the 
numerous  feeble  maritime  states,  which  are, 
in  anywise,  under  her  controul,  and  the  hos- 
tility of  which  is  likely  to  injure  the  com- 
merce or  cramp  the  naval  enlerprizes  of 
England. — Yet  is  she  not  without  some  little 
uneasiness  as  to  the  possible  turn  of  affairs 
which  may  arise  out  of  the  wishes,  the  se- 
cret hatred,  of  the  powers  upon  the  con- 
tinent. Her  Stutgard  Gazette  gives  sufficient 
proof  of  this.  She  does  not  wish  for  war 
just  at  this  moment.  She  is  not  ready.  Her 
preparations,  whether  diplomatic  or  war- 
like, are  not"  quite  finished  5  and,  we  should 
not  be  at  all  surprized,  if,  in  order  to  gain 
time,  she  adopts  some  measure  that  will  re- 
new, for  a  short  space,  Mr.  Adding  ton's  lease 
of  the  Treasury  Bench.  Should  this  be  the 
result,  swift  destruction  comes  upon  us. 
Should  this  artihce  succeed,  we  shall  be  the 
slaves,  literally  the  slaves  of  Frenchmen,  in 
a  very  short  space  of  time,  but  not  one  mo- 
ment sooner  than  we  destrve  it. 

Louisiana  Expedition. — The  troops 
destined  to  take  possession  of  Louisiana,  («ee 
p.  560),  are,  it  appears,  disembarked,  and, 
we  have  it  from  good  authority,  that  the 
materials  for  the  purposes  of  colonization, 
which  were  immense,  have  actually  been 
50/,/ at  Flelvoetsluys.  First  they  were  ejitort- 
ed  from  the  Dutch,  and  then  sold  for  the 
account  of  the  French.  What  a  shame, 
what  disgusting  cowardice  on  our  part,  to 
affect  to  regard  Holland  as  an'independent 
power  ! — This  account,  as  to  the  expeditioti 
having  been" laid  aside  for  the  present,  is  cor- 
roborated by  a  paragraph  in  tJie  Moniteur, 
(see  p.  5(31),  stating,  that  Spain  has  re- 
placed every  thing,  at  New  Orleans,  in  its 
former  situation.  This  is,  so  far,  exactly 
the  line  of  conduct  wliich  we  tc44  Lord 
Hawkesbury.  France  would  pursue,  (S) 
France  will  take  to  herself  all  the  merit  of 
this  conciliatory  measure.  She  will  lull  the 
Americans  tili  the  preseiU  dispute  with  us 
is  adjusted,  or  till  after  another  war  is  at  an 
end;  that  is,  if  English  and  American 
statesmen  are  not  wiser  and  more  magnani- 
mous than  they  have  hitherto  been.  To  di- 
vide these  two  countries,  and  to  devour 
them  one  at  a  tim.e,  is  her  object,  an  object 
which  she  will  most  assui^dly  accomplish, 
and  by  their  own  instrumen'.ality  too,  unless 
they  at  once  lay  aside  their  pitiful  ungene- 

(8)  See  letter,  Vol,  III.  Register,  p.  298. 
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rous  policy  tov/ards  each  other,  and  heartily 
nnite  for  their  mutual  interest,   honour  and 
happiness.     Such   an   union    might  yet,  not 
only  secure   the  independence   of  America 
and  Englaiid,  but  might,  and  would,  restore 
freedom    to  all   the  staties   of  the   civilized 
world  ;  but,   who  can  hope  for  so  desirable 
an  event,  who  would  not   despise  the  Ame- 
ricans if  they  took  any  step  towards  it,  with 
a  minister  who,  like   the  "  safe  politician" 
Lord    Hawkesbury,  could   boast  of  having 
"  placed  the  French  upon  their  hack,  in  order 
"  to  bind  them  more  closely  to  Great  Bri- 
*'  tainr"  No,  no;  these  tricks  of  low  cun- 
ning; these  little,    narrow,  selfish   notions, 
must  be  abandoned  on  boih  sides,  and  must 
be  succeeded  by  an  open,   hberal,  generous 
system  of  intercourse,    political   as  Vv'ell   as 
commercial,   or   both    countries  will  succes- 
sively fall  a  prey  to  their  artful,   rapacious, 
and  relentless  enemy.      As   a  first   step   to- 
wards a  system  like  this,   on   our   part,  we 
should  pay  to  America  what  was  long  ago 
her  due,   whether  we   consider  her   conse- 
quence in  itself  or  her  conduct  towards  us; 
that  is,  we  should  send,   as  our   minister  to 
the  president  of  that  country,   a   person  of 
high    public    consideration     in   this.       Mr. 
Merry,  we  are  told,  is   destined  to  fill  this 
most  important  post.  "  JFbo  is  I^r.  I\ierry  ?" 
the  Americans  will  ask;   and,  indeed,  most 
persons  in    this  country,  will   put  the  same 
question,  and  that,  too,  without  much  chance 
of  obtaining  an   answer.     Mr.  Merry  may 
he  a  mighty  good  sort  of  a  man,  or,  in  the 
cant  of  the  otlices,  "  a  good  creature  ;"  but, 
is  he  the    man  to  go  to  America,  as  the  re- 
presentative of  his  Majesty,   at  the   present 
tiaie,  or  at  any  time  ?  Will  the  Americans 
regard  him  as  a  suitable  return  for  Mr.  King, 
a  gentleman  always  of  great   public  conse- 
quence in  his  country,  and,   at  the  time  he 
was   appointed    to   this    mission,   a  senator 
of  the  United  States  ?  The  first  minister  sent 
hither  from  America  was  Mr.  Adams,   who 
was  recalled  to  fill  the  post  of  vice  president, 
and  who  succeeded  General  Washuigton  in 
the  presidency  ;   the  second  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Pinckney,who  had  been  for  about  fifteen  years 
in  the  legislator   of  his   own   state,   and  in 
that  of  the  general   government,   and   who 
has,  since  his  return  home,  been  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency;  the  last  was  Mr.  King, 
a  senator  of  the  UnitedSlates,  as  wehave  just 
observed,  and  a  person  who  is  now  looked  up 
to  as  the  successor  of  the  president.     To  say 
nothing  of  the  policy,   is   it  decorous,   is   it 
jr^st,  we  ask,   to  repay  these  marks  of  higli 
respect  by  sending  as  ministers   to  America, 
consuls,  secretaries,  charges  des  affaires,  the 
mere  stop-g3p3  and  journeymen  of  the  corps 


diplomatic,  men  who  have  bsen  trained  up 
to  the  trade,  who  follow  diplomacy  for 
bread,  who  (to  pass  over  their  incapacity) 
have  not  the  means  to  give  a  dinner,  and,  if 
they  had,  have  not  the  manners  wherewith 
to  receive  and  entertain  their  guests  ?  Is 
this,  we  ask,  the  sort  of  persons  to  send 
as  plenipotentiaries,  as  conservators  of 
his  Majesty's  honour  and  of  the  interests  of 
his  people,  in  a  country,  with  which  wc 
have  a  greater  and  closer  connexion  thaa 
with  any  other  upon  earth,  and  which  is, 
too,  situated  at  such  a  distance  as,  in  case 
of  emergency,  absolutely  precludes  the  pos- 
sibility of  our  minister's  receiving  instruc- 
tions from  home?  We  have  heard  it  sug- 
gested, that,  because  the  Americans  have  no 
aristocracy  themselves,  it  is  rather  a  com- 
pliment than  otherwise,  not  to  send  noble- 
men amongst  them.  Never  was  there  so 
weak,  so  utterly  foolish  a  notion  !  They 
have,  indeed,  no  titles,  but  they  have  their 
great  men  ;  their  senators,  their  members  of 
Congress,  their  governors  of  States,  their 
chief  justices,  and  their  chancellors  ;  these, 
and  these  only,  they  send  on  diplomatic  mis- 
sions, expecting,  and  having  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, a  suitable  return  for  this  mark  of  re- 
spect to  foreign  powers.  V/hat  would, 
what  could,  Mr.  Merry,  or  any  such  person, 
do  in  America?  He  would  be  overawed, 
he  would  be  borne  down  by  the  French 
minister.  He  would  be  almost  totally  un- 
known ainongst  the  great,  and  unheard  of 
amongst  the  mass  of  the  people.  Can  a 
person  so  situated  serve  his  country  ?  No  ; 
but,  Mr.  Merry  nui-^t  be  provided  for ;  there's 
the  answer  !  there's  the  joint  answer  from 
Downing  Street  and  the  Treasury  !  Let 
him,  let  him  be  provided  for;  give  him  a 
pension,  give  him  a  sinecure,  give  him  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  money,  let  him  share, 
largely  share,  in  the  good  things  of  "  the 
"  family  ;"  but,  in  Gad's  name,  let  him  not 
go  to  the  country,  in  which,  above  all  others, 
we  stand  in  need  of  a  great,  and  enlighten- 
ed, and  high-minded  statesman  ! 

LiNois's  Squadron. — If  this  squadron, 
which,  as  our  readers  will  remember,  sailed 
from  Brest,  with  seven  thousand  men,  just 
after  the  promulgation  of  the  king's  mes- 
sage, should  stop  at  the  Brazils,  Buonaparte 
will  certainly  say,  it  was  intended  for 
"  colonial  service,"  and  the  ministers,  should 
they,  unhappily  for  the  country,  continue  in 
their  places,  may  cite  it  as  a  proof  of  the 
Consul's  pacific  intentions. — The  Brazils 
were  the  only  pledge  we  had  for  the  rem- 
n.-jnt  of  independence  in  Portugal  5  if  those 
colonies  are  now  gone  (and  the  fact  is 
strongly  suspected)  we  may,  in  a  very  short 
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time,    even    though    war    should    not    take 


place,  expect  to  see  Portugal  united  to 
Spain,  in  exchange  for  provinces  bordering 
on  France.  This  plan,  we  are  well  assured, 
has  been  long  in  agitation  ;  and,  we  be- 
lieve, that  it  is  now  upon  the  point  of  ac- 
complishment, though  a  word  of  it  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury's  office.  —  Jf  Linois  and  Decaen  do  not 
make  a  stay  at  Brazil,  they  will,  doubtless, 
call  in  at  that  "  tavern,"  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  they  will  be  able  to  render 
an  excellent  "  free-port,"  and  will,  in  so 
much  at  least,  strictly  fulfil  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  ! 

Saint  Domingo. — The  intelligence  from 
this  colony  continues  to  be  favourable  to 
the  French,  and,  therefore,  unfavourable  to 
lis.  The  troops  that  lately  sailed  from 
Dunkirk,  will,  indeed,  arrive  in  a  very 
bad  season,  and,  we  hope,  they  will  be  soon 
unfit  for  any  expedition  against  Jami^ica. 
The  Spanish  part  of  the  island  is  perfectly 
tranquil;  and,  in  case  of  war,  our  priva- 
teers will  no  longer  find  shelter  in  the  Bay  of 
Samana, heretofore  a  most  convenient  rendez- 
vous for  them  — If  France  finds  herself 
embarrassed  with  the  West-India  Colonies, 
in  war,  she  will  instantly  let  loose  her  ne 
groes  and  ours  too  ;  and  thus,  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  may  produce  the  accomplishment 
Qi  JMr.  Wilbrrforce's  wishes,  in  a  way  and 
in  a  degree  which  he  could  scarcely  have 
hoped,  just  at  the  time,  loo,  that  that  ter- 
restrial paradise,  Sierra  Leona,  after  an  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money  to  the  amount 
of  .^100,000,  is  about  to  be  abandoned  ! — 
Should  war  really  be  the  result  of  the  pre- 
.sent  dispute  (if  there  be  any  dhpuU),  it  will 
be,  according  to  Lord  Castlereagh's'  princi- 
ple, a  moot  point  with  the  ministry,  whe- 
ther they  shall  assist  the  blacks  to  kill  the 
French,  or  the  French  to  kill  the  blacks. 
Their  object,  their  great,  and,  indeed,  their 
only  object  (next  to  that  of  keeping  their 
places),  in  permitting  the  French  armament 
to  sail  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Jamaica, 
pvevious  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  was,  "  to  destroy  the  black  anpire--," 
to  attack  the  French,  therefore,  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, would  be  to  revive,  and  confirm  for 
ever,  ihisfrightfi.il  black  empire;  to  block 
tiie  French  up  in  the  island,  or  to  prevent 
thera  from  receiving  supplies  of  inen  and 
ariris,  would  have  the  same  effect ;  for,  still 
tiie  blacks  Vv^uuld,  in  that  case,  again  be- 
come masters:.  What,  therefore,  will  his 
lordship  do  )  We  should  be  glad  if  some 
one  would  discover  and  communicate  to  us 
his  intentions  as  to  this  point,  which  v/e 
tirid  to  be  one  of  the  r,iOot  knotty  tliat  we 
tyer  n;et  v\ith. 
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Change  of  jNIinistky. — Before  we  en- 
ter on  the  fev/  remarks  we  have  room  to 
make  on  this  subject,  it  seems  necessary  to 
notice  a  paragraph,  which  has  appeared  iti 
the  True  Briion,  by  way  of  contradiction  to 
the  assurance,  on  which  we  stated,  that 
Mr.  J.  Hiley  Addington  was  the  author  of 
the  article,  in  v/hich  the  New  Opposition 
are  styled  "  btood-homids."  The  True  Bri- 
ton tliinks  itself  bound  to  "  declare  so- 
"  lemnly,"  that  Mr.  J.  H.  Addington  was 
not  the  author  of  the  article  in  question,  a 
declaration,  which,  especially  when  we  con- 
sider its  so]e77mity,  it  is  fair  to  attribute  to 
the  said  Mr.  Addington  himself,  and  which, 
though  it  cannot  possibly  change  our  opi- 
nion as  lO  the  fact,  we  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive as  a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  past 
offences,  and  a  tacit  promise  of  future  good 
behaviour.  —  In  a  subsequent  paragraph, 
published  a  day  later  than  the  former,  the; 
offensive  expression  is  pared  down,  in  its 
application,  so  as  to  extend  only  to  onrseki^;. 
Surprizing  !  How  long  has  the  writer  of 
this  work  been  a  "  little  band?"  We  can 
remember  when  the  ministerial  hirelings^ 
in  order  to  excite  the  ignorant  mob  to  de- 
molish his  house,  called  him  a  "  soliiary 
"  American,  opposed  to  the  peace  through 
"  eimy  of  British  pro';perify'' — The  truth  is, 
that  the  expression  blood-bounds,  as  applied 
to  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  op- 
posed the  disgraceful  and  fatal  peace  of 
Amiens,  besides  its  intrinsic  insolence  and 
brutality,  was  peculiarly  ill-timed:  it  was 
soon  found  to  have  produced,  on  the  public, 
an  effect,  exactly  the  contrary  to  what  was 
intended  ;  and,  therefore,  poor  Heriot  was 
made  the  scape-goat  to  carry  off  the  sins  of 
"  the  Family." — As  to  the  change  of  minu- 
iry,  about  which  so  much  has  been  said, 
we  know  nothing  iiiore  than  we  did  last 
week,  which  is  nothing  at  all.  The  para- 
graphs which  have  appeared,  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  the  True  Briton,  we  regard  as  no 
more  than  an  indication  of  the  ivishcs  of  the 
Addingfons  and  Hawkesburic-s,  whose  ob- 
ject, doubtless,  is  to  shelter  themselves,  un- 
der the  shield  of  Mr.  Fiit,  not  only  from 
ejectment,  but  also  from  that  "  deep  re- 
"  sponsibility,"  which  they  begin  to  per- 
ceive may  be  actually  called  for  at  their 
hands.  Lord  St,  Vincent  they  wish  to  get 
rid  of,  in  order  to  pacify  the  nation  with  re- 
spect to  the  fktt;  for,  while  he  is  support- 
ed, the  minister  can  never  hold  up  his  head 
against  the  cry  for  his  ff(y  ships  of  the  line. 
Hence  all  the  paragraphs,  which  have  beea 
circulated  through  the  True  Briton,  for  this 
month  past,  expressing  \.ht  public  luisb  for  a 
change  at  the  Admiralty,  and  for  an  acces- 
sion  uf   Mr.    Pitt  to   the   ministry  :— "  A 
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"  change  at  the  Admiralty  is,  we  believe,  |  parliamentary  inquiry,  is  a  position  too  ob- 
"  anxiously  desired  by  the  ■^^boh  nai'al  scrvh-c,  I  vious  to  need  eiiiier  fact.s  or  arguments  in 
"  and  we  hope  there  may  be  an  accessmi  to  \  support  of  it.  Ey  a  junction  with  these- 
"  the  w/.v.'ijiiri' of  the  active  exertion  of  those  [  men,  Mr.  Pitt  would  instant!/  lake  upon 
*'  pre-eminent  talents,  which  have,  in  so  :  himself,  not  a  share,  but  ibe  ivhok,  of  the 
"  many  former  instances,  been  the  salvation  i  responsibility  wliich  they  have  incurred, 
"  of  the  country.  When  we  speak  thus  ive  from  the  tin;e  tliey  first  began  to  negotiate 
"  only  echo  the  i>7iblk%uisb.''  (True  Briton,  2d  j  to  the  present  hour.  AH  their  faults,  all 
April).  "  Several  more  ships  of  the  line  their  ignorance,  ali  their  selfishness,  would 
"  have,  within  these  tvvo  days,  been  com-  i  immediately  become  his ;  their  financial  de- 
"  missioned  ;  but  there  is  a  great  com-  I  ceptions,  their  diplomatic  indecision,  their 
"  plaint  of  want  of  men.  The  reign  of  ler-  j  breaking  up  of  tl;g  army,  their  crippling  of 
"  Tor  at  the  Admiralty  viust  cease,  before  i  the  f^eet,  all  the  embarrassments,  the  con- 
"  either  ofKcers  or  men  will  come  forward  '  tempt,  tiie  danger,  the  disgrace  and  the  in- 
"  with  alacrity."  (True  Briton,  8th  of  i  famy,  which  they  have  brought  upon  this 
April).  In  the  passage  which  we  quoted  [  once  great  and  glorious  country,  would  be 
last  week,  p.  540,  a  part  of  the  ministry,  j  regarded,  and  fairly  regarded,  as  the  work 
Lord  St.  Vincent,  without  doubt,  is  excepted  \  of  his  hands.  This  is  the  charge  of  which 
from    the    praise    of    uprightness,   and   it   is     they  wish  Jaim  to  relieve  them  j   and,  by  way 


again  stated  to  be  "■  the  luisb  of  the  ivhoh 
"■  nation  to  be  governed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 
"  Addington,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Lord  Mel- 
"  ville,  and  a  few  others,"  whom  (he  writer 
says  he  could  name,  and  who  are,  undoubt- 
edly, the  rest  of  "■  the  Family." — The  ob- 
iect  of  all  this  is,  as  we  before  stated,  to  get 
Lord  St.  Vincent  out,  and  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Melville  in  ;  but  Mr.  Pitt  in  particu- 
lar. Mr.  Pitt  is  wanted  to  get  them  mo- 
ney, and  somebody  to  get  them  a  fleet. 
For  this  latter  object  they  would  prefer 
Lord  Spencer,  but  they  have  a  misgiving 
that  his  lordship  could  not  very  easily  be 
brought  to  enlist  at  the  drum-head  of  the 
Jenkmsons  and  Addingtona,  a  sort  of  re- 
luctance, which,  for  reasons  best  known  to 
themselves,  they  seem  not  to  expect  in  Lord 
Melville.  The  "  public  wish,"  therefore, 
"  the  wish  of  the  luholc  nalicm,"  is  the  wish 
of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Mr.  Addington,  and 
of  their  brothers,  brothers-in-law,  sons,  un- 
cles, aunts,  and  cousins  to  the  third  or  fourth 
generation.  This  is  ihe  public,  this  is  the 
nvholc  nation,  who  are  crying  day  and  night 
for  Mr.  Pitt  to  join  the  present  administra- 
tion. And  will  he  yield  to  this  "  echo  of 
"  the  public  voice  .'"  Will  he  degrade  him- 
self by  this  connection,  and  that,  too,  under 
circumstances  so  peculiarly  aggravating,  so 
directly  tending  to  the  destruction  of  his 
country  and  of  his  ovvn  fair  fame' — No. 
I-^ositively  we  say,  no. — That  a  change  of 
ministry  is  necessary  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom will  allow;  but,  that  such  a  paltry 
patching  up,  as  the  Addingiun's  propose, 
can  have  no  other  rational  object  than  th.at 
of  prolonging  their  emoluments,  and  shel- 
tering themj  for  a  while,  from  the  result  of 


of  compensation,  they  generously  make  him 
an  od'er  of  his  full  share  of  all  the  honour, 
of  all  that  vast  mass  of  reputation  for  inte- 
grity and  disinterestedness,  derived,  and  to 
be  derived,  from-tlie  prosecution  of  the  Tin- 
man of  Plymouth  ! 
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TO     CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mjsocosmopolis  %\\A\  have  a  place  in  our  next. 
An  Englishman's  second  letter  on  Lord  St.  Vin- 
cent and  the  Kavy  came  too  late  10  hand  lor  in- 
sertion this  week. 


LONDON,  April   16  to  April  23,  1803, 


TO  THE  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EX- 

CHEaUER. 

Sir, — Before  I  enter  on  the  3d  division 
of  my  subject,  to  wit,  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  war, 
if  it  had  continued,  and  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  your  peace,  if  it  continue,  I 
think  it  peculiarly  proper  to  remind  you  of 
the  opinions,  as  to  this  point,  given  by  Mr. 
Windham,  in  his  speech  on  the  Prt-liminary 
Treaty,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1801,  My  ex- 
tract will  be  rather  long,  but  not  longer 
than  useful,  if  you,  and  your  colleagues,  give 
that  attention  to  it,  which  it  merits,  and 
which,  at  the  time  when  the  speech  niet 
your  ear.  you  \vere  too  lofty  to  bestow. — 
"  The  evils  of  war  are,  generally  speaking, 
*'  to  be  coTiprised  under  three  heads :  the 
"  loss  of  lives  and  the  consequent  affliction 
"  brought  upon  friends  and  families;  the 
"  loss  of  money,  meaning,  by  that,  money 
"  expended  in  a  \v;;y  not  to  be  beneficial 
"  to  the  country  that  raises  it  ;  and  the  loss 
•'  of  money  in  another  sense,  that  is  to  say, 
"  money  not  got ;  by  which  I  mean  the 
"  interruption  given  to  national  industry, 
"  and  the  dimmution  of  the  productions 
"  thence  arising,  either  by  the  number  of 
'*  hands  withdrawn  from  useful  labour, 
"  (which  is  probably  however  but  little 
*'  material),  or  by  the  embarrassments  and 
*'  restraints  which  in  a  state  of  war  impede 
"  and  clog  the  operations  of  commerce. — 
*•  With  this  enumeration  in  our  hands,  let 
*'  us  consider,  in  what  so  very  violent  a  de- 
"  gree,  the  present  armed  truce,  or  peace, 
*'  if  you  choose  to  call  it  so,  difTers  from 
*'  what  might  have  been  our  state,  in  the 
"  case  so  much  dreaded  and  deprecated,  of 
*'  a  continuation  of  the  war. — To  take  the 
"  last  first, — the  loss  of  national  wealth  by 
*'  the  interruption  given  to  commerce  and 
"  industry;  such  is  the  singular  nature  of 
"  this  war,  such  the  unexampled  conse- 
*'  quences  with  which  it  has  been  attended, 
**  that  it  becomes  a  question,  and  one  in 
"  itself  of  the  most  anxious  and  critical  im- 
"  portance,  on  which  side  of  the  account 
**  the  consequences  of  peace  in  this  respect 
*♦  are  to  be  placed  :  whether,  instead  of 
*'  balancing  the  dangers  of  peace,  if  such 
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there  are,  by  accessions  which  it  will 
bring  to  our  wealth  and  commerce,  we 
are  not  rather  called  upon  to  prove  some 
great  ad-vantages  which  peace  will  give 
us  in  raPcct  c)f  security,  \n  order  to  balance 
the  diminution  likely  to  be  produced  by 
it  in  our  commercial  opulence.  That  our 
commerce  will  sutler  at  the  long  run,  ad- 
mits, I  fear,  of  no  doubt.  If  my  appre- 
hensions are  just,  it  is  in  the  diminution 
of  our  nKinufactures  and  commerce,  that 
the  approaches  of  our  ruin  will  first  be 
felt  :  but  is  any  one  prepared  to  say  that 
this  may  not  happen  in  the  first  instance  } 
We  have  at  present,  subject  to  the  incon- 
veniencies  which  war  produces,  nothing 
less  than  the  commerce  of  the  whole 
world.  There  is  no  part  of  the  world  to 
which  our  goods  do  not  pass  freely  in 
our  own  ships  ;  while  not  a  single  mer- 
chant ship,  with  the  enemy's  flag  on 
board,  does  at  this  moment  swim  the 
ocean.  Is  this  a  state  of  things  to  be 
lightly  hazarded  ?  Dees  the  hope  of  bet- 
tering this  condition,  even  in  the  minds 
of  those  most  sanguine,  so  much  out- 
weigh the  fear  of  injuring  it,  that  these 
opposite  chances  can  upon  the  whole  be 
stated  otherwise  than  as  destroying  each 
other  :  and  that  of  consequence,  in  the 
comparison  of  war  and  peace,  the  pros- 
pect of  increased  industry  and  commerce, 
which  in  general  tells  so  much  in  favour 
of  peace,  must  not  here  be  struck  out  of 
the  account  .>  On  this  head  the  question 
between  peace  and  war  stands,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  evenly  balanced, — The  next  of 
these  heads,  the  first,  indeed,  in  point  of 
consequence,  but  the  next  in  the  order 
in  which  it  is  here  convenient  to  consider 
them,  is  the  loss  of  lives,  and  the  efl'ect 
which  war  is  likely  to  have  on  private 
and  individual  happiness.  No  man  can 
pretend  to  say,  that  w^ar  can  continue 
upon  any  footing,  however  restricted  the 
circle  of  hostilities,  without  the  lives  of 
men  being  liable  to  be  sacrificed;  and 
no  such  sacrifice  can  be  justified,  or  re- 
conciled to  the  feelings  of  any  one,  but 
by  that  which  must  justify  every  such 
sacrifice,  however  great  the  extent — ihc 
safety  aad  essential  interests  of  the  slate. 
U 
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"  But  if  ever  there  was  a  war  in  which 
*'  such  sacrifices  seemed  likely  to  be  few, 
*'  not  as  an  effect  ot  any  choice  of  ours,  but 
*'  by  (he  necessary  course  of  events,  it  was 
*'  that  which  we  should  have  had  to  carry 
*'  on  in  future  with  the  republic  of  France. 
"  —The  great  and  destructive  operaiions 
"  of  war,  the  conflict  of  fleets  or  armies, 
*'  or  the  consumption  of  men  in  unwhole- 
"  some  climates  and  distant  expeditions, 
"  had  ceast-d  of  themselves.  I  know  not 
"  what  expeditions  we  should  have  had  to 
"  prosecute,  unless  new  cases  should  have 
"  arisen,  similar  to  that  of  the  ever-meino- 
"  rable  one  of  Egypt  ;  where,  the  same 
"  motives  existing,  we  should  be  sorry  in- 
"  deed  not  to  have  the  means  of  acting 
"  upon  them.  But  in  general,  our  fleets 
"  would  have  remained  quietly  at  their 
"  stations,  and  our  armies  have  lived  at 
"  home  :  the  whole  question  reduces  itself 
**  to  a  mere  question  of  expense  ;  and  that 
"  again  pretty  much  to  a  niere  quesiion  of 
"  establishment. — The  great  heads  of  war 
"  expenditure,  the  rumy  extraordinaries, 
"  would,  in  most  parts,  li.'.ve  ceased  ;  and 
*'  in  the  rest,  have  been  greatly  reduced. 
"  The  chief  question  will  be,  not  between 
"  an  ordinary  peace  establishment  and  a 
"  war,  such  as,  from  circumstances,  ours 
"  has  hiiherto  been,  involving  expeditions 
"  to  all  parts  of  the  globe  ;  but  between  a 
^'  peace  establishment,  such  as  that  which 
"  is  now  declared  to  be  necessary,  and  a 
"  war,  which  had  become,  and  was  likely 
**  to  continue,  merely  defensive  ;  in  whicch 
*'  we  should  have  had  notldng  to  do,  but 
**  to  maintain  a  competent  force,  with  little 
"  prospect  of  being  obliged  to  make  use  of 
"  it.  Tlie  advocates  for  the  present  peace 
"  must  tind  themselves  always  in  an  auk- 
*'  ward  dilemma,  between  economy  and 
"  safety.  Jf^i;  make  peace  in  order  to  save  c::i' 
"  money :  if  we  reeiuee  oi:r  estahlisbments, 
"  ijubat  becomes  if  our  seev.rity  P  if  ive  keep  up 
**  our  establiibments,  what  becomes  of  our  sav- 
*'  ings?  Whatever  you  give  to  one  object, 
"  is  unavoidably  taken  from  the  other. 
"  The  savings  of  the  present  peace,  there- 
*'  fore,  can  be  looked  for  oniy  between  tbe 
"  narrow  limits  of  a  higb  peace  and  a  low  'Lvar 
"  estublisbment;  or,  to  stale  the  case  more 
"  correctly,  between  a  high  peace  establish- 
*'  ment  and  a  war,  reduced  in  the  manner 
*•  that  I  have  described  I  wish  that  a  correct 
**  estimate  were  formed  of  the  difference,  in 
"  point  of  expense,  between  these  two 
"  states;  recollecting  aKvays  that  amcng 
"  the  expenses  of  peace  are  to  be  counied 
*'  tbs  provisloiis  ncL:css,)iy  against  tbe  nczv  dan- 
"  gets  broil i^ht  by  ibj  peace  itsef;  the  new 
'*  dangers  for  example,  with  which  Jamaica, 
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"  and  all  our  Jy'est-h^dia  islands  are  threat- 
"  ened  by  tbe  establishment  of  the  French  in  St. 
"  Domingo^  and  other  parts  in  that  quarter  of 
"■  the  world:  the  new  dangers  to  which  our 
'•  Empire  in  the  East  is  exposed,  by  the  re- 
"  entry  of  the  French  into  the  peninsula  of 
"  India,  and  the  cession  to  them,  for  such 
"  in  effect  it  is,  of  the  Cape  and  Cochin  : 
"  in  general,  by  the  free  passage  now  given 
"  to  their  *ships  and  armies  into  every  part 
"  of  the  world,  and  the  establishmeni  of 
"  them  every  where  in  the  neighbourhood 
"  of  our  most  valuable  possesiions.- — Against 
"  all  these  dangers  war  provided,  as  it  were, 
"  by  its  own  single  act.  The  existence  of 
"  our  fleets  upon  the  ocean,  with  an  admi- 
"  ralty  order  '  to  burn,  sink,  and  destroy,' 
"  shut  up  at  once,  as  under  lock  and  key, 
"  all  those  attempts,  which  are  now  let 
"  loose,  and  require  as  many  separate  de- 
"  fnces  as  there  are  parts  liable  to  be  at- 
"  tacked.  A  fleet  cruising  before  Brest, 
"  therefore,  was  not  to  be  considered  as  so 
"  much  clear  expense,  to  be  charged  to  the 
"  account  of  the  war;  without  deducting  tbe 
"  expense  of  additional  troops  and  additional 
"  ships,  'which  the  absence  of  tbe  feet  viighi  rc^ 
"■  quire  to  he  kept,  for  instance  in  tbe  West-In- 
"  dies. — With  respect  to  home  defence. 
'■'  Considering  the  little  reliance  to  be  placed 
"  upon  the  government  in  France,  now  sub- 
"  sisting;  the  still  greater  uncertainty  wiih 
"  respect  to  any  future  government  (such 
"  as  may  arise  at  any  moment)  ;  and  the  in- 
"  creased  defence  necessary  on  land,  in  pro- 
"  portion  to  the  di.minution  ((four  force  by 
"  sea  ;  /  knoiu  not^  ho\v  lue  can  remain  secure 
"  with  a  military  establishment  much  less 
"  considerabU^  than  that  "jjlnvb  ive  should  ba-ve 
"  bad  to  maintain  here  in  tbe  ease  of  luar. — 
"  Should  it  so  happen,  (and  who  shall  say, 
"  that  it  will  not  .')  that  our  commerce,  in- 
"  stead  ot  increasing,  or  rt-maining  where 
"  it  is,  should  fall  off;  that  our  nianufac- 
"  tores  should  decline  ;  that,  from  these  and 
"  other  causes, — such  as  a  great  emigra- 
"  tion,  and  considerable  traoifer  of  com- 
"  mercial  property  ; — and  above  all  from 
"  the  great  loss  of  territorial  revenue,  the 
"  income  of  the  state  should  be  lessened,  to 
"  a  degree  equal  only  to  this  projwsed  saving, 
"  then  we  shall  have  incurred  all  the  dread« 
"  ful  difference  to  be  found  in  our  situation 
"  in  case  of  the  renev/al  of  war,  and  al!  the 
*'  no  less  serious  dangers  during  the  con- 
"  tinuance  of  peace,  absolutely  for  nothing. 
"  — 1  select  this  only  as  the  case  which  may 
"  be  considered  as  the  most  probable. — At 
"  all  events,  however,  and  whatever  be  the 
"  extent  of  these  expected  savings,  and  the 
"  improvement  to  be  made  in' consequence 
"  in  our  fiaarjces,  we  are  to  estimate  the 
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"  evils  and  dangers  which  are  to  be  placed 
"  in  th-'  opposi'e  scale,  the  chief"  ot  whicli  I 
"  have  cn.ieavoured  to  point  out.  though  in 
"  a  very  hasty  and  sammary  manner,  in  the 
*'  observations,  with  whicli  I  have  a'rendy 
*'  troubled  the  House.  They  may  be  class- 
*'  ed,  generally,  under  three  heads:  —  'I be 
"  as:e?uieuc)/ ,  ivinch  it  is  ft'ared,  France  may  in 
"  time  acquire,  even  in  those  sources  of  great' 
*'  ness,  ivhiehwe  seem  inclined  to  consider  as  a 
"  substitute  for  all  others,  our  manufactur es 
"  and  commerce;  supposing,  as  I  aui  here 
*'  doing,  that  peace  con  inues  without  in- 
"  teriuption,  and-  even  without  any  great 
"  advantage  being  t;iken,  of  the  threat 
"  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities.  Secondly, 
"■  tbe  effect  to  be  produced,  in  a  peace  so  con- 
"  stituted,  by  the  continued  use  of  this  menace, 
"  — 'an  engine  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  cal- 
*'  culatf  the  force,  applied,  as  it  may  be,  to 
"  every  point  on  which  the  interests  of  the 
*'  countries  are  opposed,  and  for  the  ac- 
*'  compUshraent  of  every  object,  which 
"  France  may  wish  to  attain.  Thirdly  and 
"  lastly,  luar  itself;  begun  of  course  at  such 
"  monient,  as  France  shall  judge  most  advan- 
"  tageous  to  her,  and  when  by  a  due  improve- 
"  ment  of  the  preceding  period  of  peace, 
*'  Great  Britain  shall  have  been  placed  in  a 
"  situation  to  be  least  capable  of  resisting  its 
*'  effects." 

Such,  Sir,  were  the  opinions,  to  which  you 
ought  to  have  listened,  at  a  time,  when  it 
was  i\ot  too  late  to  profit  from  them.  The 
preliminary  treaty  was,  indeed,  signed  ;  but, 
previous  to  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  France  had  furnished  you  with  ample 
grounds,  whereon  to  break  off  the  nego- 
tiation j  and  therefore,  you  have  no  justi- 
fication for  having  neglected  tlie  advice, 
conveyed  in  these  opinions.  The  evils  of 
peace,  as  to  the  aggrandizement  of  France, 
the  influence  of  her  menaces,  and  the  re- 
commencement of  war,  are  now  become 
conspicuous  even  to  the  blindest  and  most 
besotted  of  the  people  ;  it  only  remains  to 
be  shown,  that,  to  counterbalance  these 
evils,  nothing  is  to  be  found  in  the  pecuniary 
effects,  hitherto  produced,  or  likely  here- 
after to  be  produced,  by  the  peace,  if  it 
should  coniinue.  This  is  the  object  of  the 
comparison,  on  which  I  am  now  about  to 
enter,  between  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  war,  and  those  of  peace. 

Tbe  receipts  naturally  demand  the  prefe- 
rence 3  and,  under  this  head  I  shall  take  a 
view,  first,  of  the  net  produce  of  the  per- 
tnanent  taxes  during  the  last  year  of  war, 
and  the  first  year  of  peace  j  and,  next,  of 
the  net  produce  of  the  same  taxes,  during 
the  last  quarter  of  war  and  the  last  quarter 
©f  peace  j    after  which   1   shall   show   the 
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I  effects  of  peace  on   our  manufactures  and 
navigation,   as  far  as  this   can  be  done  from 
the  accounts  hitherto  laid  before  the  House 
of  Commons. — My  comparison  between  the 
receipts  of  the  permanent  taxes  of  the  last 
year  of  war  and  the  first  year  of  peace  will 
be  founded  on  the   authoiity  of  the  account 
of  those  receipts  laid  before  parliament,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  0th  of  Decem- 
ber, ]  802,  and  which  account  is  made  up  to 
the  10th  of  October,  1S02,  the  close  of  the 
first  year  of  peace.— The  total  amount   of 
the  permanent  taxes  in  the  year  ending  on 
the  10th  of  October,  1801,  is  ,i'22,(}8(i,30y, 
while  that  amount  in  the  year  ending  on  the 
10th  of  October,  1802,  is  ci25,iCj9,b88  j  so 
that,  were  I,   like  those  who  were  so  ready 
to  give  you  an  eighteen  years'  lease  of  the 
Treasury   Bench,    to    look  at    nothing    but 
these  totals,   I   should,  with   them,   believe, 
perhaps,  that  the  addition  of  .i  2,212,7/9  's 
to  be  regarded   amongst  "  (he  blessings  of 
"  peace."     But,   a   no  very  sedulous   appli- 
cation   of  the   humble   quality  of  industry, 
has  taught  me  to  perceive,  and,  of  course,  lo 
detect,    this  attempt   at   deception.     In  the 
account,   to  which  I  am    now  referring,   the 
produce  of  those  taxes  only,  which  are  now  in 
existetice,    is  included.     Of  course,  the  taxes 
laid  so  recently  as  to  be  received  in  the  first 
year  of  peace,  and  not  to  be  received  in  the 
last  year  of  war,    must    be    excluded  from 
the  effects   of  peace  j     for,    if,  as   soon    as 
peace  was  made,  a  pole  tax,  for  instance,  of 
a  guinea   a    head,  had  been   laid    upon  the 
people,   no  one  would  be  mad  enough  to  re- 
gard  the  addition   thereby  made   to  the  re- 
venue as  an  effect  of  peace,  and  as  an  iiem 
to  be  put  into  the  scale  against  the  produce 
of  ihetevenue  in  war.    The  produce,  there- 
tore,  of  the  new  taxes,  wliich  were  not  im- 
posed, or  which  did  not  come  into  operation, 
in  the  last  year  of  war,  and  which  did  come 
into  operation  in  the  first  year  of  peace,  must 
be  excluded   from   this  comparison  altoge- 
ther;   for,    if  you    say,   that  it    was    peace 
which  enabled  yovi   to   impose   arid   collect 
these   new   taxes,   my  answer  is,   that   w^ar 
enabled  your  predecessor  to  impose  and  col- 
lect the  con-voy  dutydnA  the  income  tax^  both 
of  which   are   excluded    from    the   account 
laid  before  Parliament.      Turn,  then.  Sir,  to 
the   taxes   pro  anno   (why  is   this  pedantry 
persevered    in.'),  ]  S^O,   and   you   will    find, 
that  only  a  part  of  those  taxes  were  collected 
in  the  last  year  of  wur.       Here,     therefore, 
we  must  begin   to  exclude;  we  must  take 
from  the  proceeds  of  both  the  years,  between 
which  we  are  to  draw  our  comparison,  that 
of  all  the  taxes,   laid  on  since  1800,  inclu- 
sive.    All   the   taxes,    imposed   before  that 
tiiue,  were  come   into  full  operation  in  the 
U  2 
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last  year  of  war,  and  the  net  prodocs  of 
them,  in  the  two  years  respectively,  ac- 
cording to  your  own  account,  was  as 
follows : 

In  the   year   cnlincr    lOth   Oct.  1801, 

beinj!;  the  last yrar  cf  ivar y!^2a,035,Tc9 

\n  the  year  ending  n-th  Oct.  1S02,  be- 
ing   \.\\f:  first  year  of Jnacc 2 1,9  3  3,449 


/.e-.tj  in  the  first  year  oT  peace  than 
tlic  Ust  year  ot  war. 


Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  stop  here  to  say,  that 
your  account  up  to  the  10th  of  October 
last  was  false,  still  less  do  I  charge  jow  with 
falsehood  5  but,  I  insist,  that  the  account, 
as  a  comparative  view  of  the  produce  of 
peace  and  that  of  war,  tended  to  produce  a 
false  impression  in  the  minds  of  those,  to 
whom  it  was  presented  ;  and,  that  it  really 
did  produce  such  an  impression  is  evident 
from  the  praises  bestowed  on  your  brilliant 
financial  display. 

You  will  say,  perhaps,  that  peace  had 
not,  on  the  lOth  of  (Jctober,  1802,  arrived 
at  its  full  operation  in  favour  of  finance  ; 
and,  indeed,  you  stated,  in  your  speech  of 
the  10th  of  December,  that  we  had  a  grow- 
ing revenue,  to  which  v/e  might  look  with 
comfort  and  confidence.  Let  us,  then,  take 
the  net  produce  of  the  same  taxes  during 
the  last  quarter  of  war,  and  compare  it 
with  that  of  the  last  quarter  of  peace,  end- 
ing on  the  5th  January,  1S03;  (1)  for, 
as  to  the  quarter  ending  on  the  5th  of  the 
present  month,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  have 
tr)o  much  modesty  to  suffer  nny  account  of 
that  to  get  out  of  the  Treasury,  until  ;ome 
one  calls  for  it  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

In  the  quarter  ending    loth  Oct.    i§oT, 

\itM\%\\\t  last  quarter  of  ivar      ^(^6, 154,41 1 

In  the  quarter    ending  5th   Jan.    1803, 

being  the  list  quarter   of  pence 6,005,704 
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increase,  but  upon  that  of  relative  increase. 
If  we  have  been  increasing,  year  after  year, 
during  war,  Ave  must  not  content  ourselves 
with  a  comparison  between  the  last  year  of 
war  and  the  first  year  of  peace;  but  must 
go  further  back,  in  order  to  see,  whether 
we  have  increased  more  or  less,  during 
peace  than  we  increased  during  war.  The 
depreciation  of  money,  and  various  other 
ID', 660  causes,  render  an  increase  necessary  to  make 
our  situation,  in  this  respect,  as  good  as  it 
has  been  ;  notwithstanding,  therefore,  the 
exports  of  the  first  year  ot  peace  may  be 
greater  than  those  of  the  last  year  of  war, 
yet,  if  the  increase  be  not  as  great  as  it 
was,  upon  an  average,  during  war,  peace 
has  produced  a  diminution  in  this  part  of 
our  trade.  Let  ns,  then,  take  your  account 
for  the  last  five  years,  because  it  was  not  till 
tlien  that  the  real,  or  declared,  value  was 
ever  stated,  in  this  sort  of  accounts. 


Yep. rs.'    Ofllr.   Value. 


jRealor  decla- 
red Value. 


Less  in  last  quarter  oT  peace  than  in  last 
quarter  oi  war   


14^.717 


The  next  point  of  comparison,  which  I 
shall  take,  is  that  which  relates  to  British 
produce  and  manufactures  exported,  as  the 
same  are  stated  in  the  account  laid  before 
the  House  of  Comn^ons,  ordered  to  be 
printed  on  the  5lh  of  the  present  ir.onih 
of  April,  And  here  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  give  another  striking  instance  ot  your 
profound  ignorance,  or  of  your  adventurous 
duplicity. — First,  however,  it  is  necessary 
to  observe,  that,  in  drawing  a  comparison 
as  to  exports,  as  well  as  imports,  we  must 
not  proceed  upon   the  principle  of  positive 

(i)  Ste  Accounts  laid  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  ordered  to  be  printed  3d  March,  1303, 
which  will  be  inserted  in  the  Supplement  to  this 
volume. 


]7()S  I  19,672,503  33,148,082 

l-iiji^  24,084,213  38,942,498 

1800  i  24,304,253  39,4/1,203 

1801  j  25,(309,809  41,770,354 

1802  '  27,012,108  48,500,683 

Now,  Sir,  before  I  state  my  comparison 
of  the  increase  of  war  with  that  of  peace, 
I  must  beg  you  to  accompany  me  in  a  few 
remarks  on  the  statement  here  given  of  the 
exports  of  last  year,  as  compared  with 
your  estimate  thereof,  in  your  speech  of  the 
10th  of  December,  where  you  stated  that 
the  total  amount  of  the  real  or  declared  value 
of  the  British  produce  and  manufactures, 
exported  in  1802,  "  would  not  fall  short  of 
"  ci 50,000,000  sterling,  being  an  increase 
"  of  <i  8,000,000  above  the  year  preceding  j 
'•  and  compared  with  any  former  year,  the 
"  increase  would  be  still  more  extraordi- 
"  vary  !"  (2)  Not  so  extraordinary  as  the 
increase  of  your  folly,  or  something  worse,  of 
which  no  words  that  I  can  command  are  ca- 
pable of  furnishing  an  adequate  description  ! 
— In  the  first  place,  the  real,  or  d^^clared,  va- 
lue, even  or  accordmg  (o  this  account,  is  only 
ci'4 8,500,(383,  which  fills  a  million  and  a 
half  short  of  your  estimate  of  the  10th  of 
December,  But,  this  is  a  trifle,  when  com- 
pared to  the  deception,  which  the  account 
itself  is  calculated  to  convey,  and  which  it 
has  conveyed,  to  the  minds  of  the  Parlia- 
ment and  the  people.  The  official  value  is 
a  mode  of  rating,  in  the  offices,  intended 
to  show  the  quantity  rather  than  the  real 
worth  of  goodi  exported  ;  because,  till  the 

(2)  See  Register,  \'ol.  II.  p.  782.     See  also,  the 
same  speech  in  a  twelve-penny  pamphlet,  p,  23, 
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convoy  duty  was  imposed,  there  was  noway 
of  coming  at  any  tiling  approaching  a  cer- 
tainty as  to  the  real  value  of  such  goods  as 
paid  no  duty  on  exportation,  which  formed 
the  far  greater  part  of  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
ports.   When  the  convoy  duty  was  imposed, 
the  shipper  was  taxed  according  to  liie  real 
value  of  his  goods ;  and,  in  order  to  come 
at  that  value,  the  offices  exacted  a   declara- 
tion of  it  from   hmi,   reserving,   the  power, 
if  they  suspected  deception,  of  taking    the 
goods  for  the  account  of  government,  and 
paying  the  shipper  agreeably   to  the    value 
stated  in  his  declaration.     Thus  originated 
the    statement,  in   these    parliamentary   ac- 
counts, of  v/hat  is  called   the    real,    or  de 
clared,  value,  as  well   as  of  the  official   va- 
lue, the  statecnent  of  which  was  very   pro- 
perly continued. — Now,  then,   Sir,   loiik  at 
the   five  years,  which    I    have    here   taken 
from  your  account,  and  explain    to    me,    if 
you  can,  how  it  happens,    that    the   real   or 
declared  value,  which,  during   the  four  first 
years,  bear  a   regular    proportion   of  about 
tzuo-tbirds  above  the  official  value,  rises,  all 
of  a  sudden,  in  the  fifth  and   last  year,   to 
more  than  three-fourths  above  the  official  va- 
lue !  The  cause,  Sir,   is   this :  The  convoy 
duty  was  taken  otf  after  the  ratification  of 
the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  while  the 
declaration  of  the  real  value  was  continued  for 
the    information    of    Parliament  ;    but    the 
shippers    of   goods,    who   had,    during    the 
collection   of  that  duly,  always  declared  the 
value  as  low  as  they  could  venture  to  do  it, 
and  (no  oath  being  required  of  them)  sotne- 
times  a  great  deal  lower  than  the  real  value, 
had,  after  the  convoy   duty  was    taken    otf, 
no  motive  whatever  to  declare   the  value   a 
farthing  lower  than  it  was,  and,  in  most  in- 
stances, they  would,  and  did,   from  the  de- 
sire to  appear   of  consequence,   declare   the 
value  as  much   above,  as  they  had  before 
declared  it  under,  the  reality.     The  export- 
duty,  by  which  the  convoy  duly  was  re-in- 
stated, did  not  commence  its  operation    till 
the  12th  of  May,    1S02,  (3)  so  that,  there 
were,  during   1802,  the  first  year  of  peace, 
four  months  and  a  half,  during  which  there 
■was  no  way  of  coming  at  the  real  value  of 
the  British  produce  and   manufactures    ex- 
ported.    If  you  tell  me,  that  there  wete  Oc- 
tober, November,  and  December,  of   1801, 
liable  to  the  same   objection,  because   the 
convoy  duty  ceased,  with  the  ratification  of 
the  preliminaries,  1  reply,  that  the  duty  was 
collected  long  after  that  event  took  place,  and 
was  afterwards  returned  to  those   who  had 
paid   it,   and   that,  in  December,  there  is, 
hardly  any  tnanfactured  goods  shipped}    so 

(3)  See  Act  4J  Geo.  ill.  Caj;'.  45, 
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that,  no  obstacle,  of  any  moment,  as  to  the 
ascertaining  of  the  real  value  in  ISOl,  ever 
existed,  while  that  obstacle  did  exist,  in  full 
force,  during  one  htdf  of  the  shi[)ping  sea- 
son of  1802.  (4)  —  Returning,  therefore,  to 
the  official  value,  as  to  the  only  criterion 
whereon  any  dependence  can  be  placed,  and 
giving  the  real  or  declared  value  of  1802  the 
same  proportion  above  the  official  value, 
which  it  has  in  the  preceding  years,  we  shall 
find  your  cf  50,000,000  fall  down  to  about 
o£'45, 000,000,  which,  though  it  gives  an 
increase  to  this  your  first  year  of  peace, 
does  not  render  peace,  in  this  respect,  equal 

to  v/ar. Referring  to  the  account  for  the 

years  above  particularized,  we  perceive,  that 
the  average  annual  increase,  from  171)8  to 
1801,  was  0^2,009,102,  and  it  we  add  this 
sum  to  the  amount  of  180J,  we  shall  find 
the  total  to  surpass  the  amount  of  1802^ 
thus  : 

Official  Value  of  Exports  in  iSoi  (5)  £25,699,809 
Add  average  annual  iiiciease,  during 

the  war 2,009,101 

27,708,911 
DeJuct  Official  Value  of  Exports   in 

1802 27,012,108 


Annual  increase  of  peace   less   than 
auuual  increase  of  war  


69SS03 


Let  us  now.  Sir,  see  what  effect  peace  has 
had  upon    the  navigation   of  the  country. 


(4)  There  has  been  another  co-operating 
cause:  1  mean  the  tax  on  imports  and  exports, 
wliich  has  been  collected  since  the  i2th  of  May, 
1802,  and  which  has,  in  various  ways,  raised  the 
price  oi  the  goods  exported.  The  rise  in  the  price 
ot  cotton  and  of  Spanish  wool,  owing  to  the  pro- 
spective loss  of  tlie  conquered  colonies,  and  also 
owinff  10  the  vexatious  icstrictions  which  France 
has  imposed  on  Spain,  has  also  contributed  to 
swell  out  the  a.mounc  of  the  declared  value.  The 
price  of  the  expoited  manufactures  being  raised  is 
an  alarming  circumstrince,  because  it  must  tend 
to  create  nianutacimes  in  other  countries ;  but, 
that  which  is  matter  of  deep  regret  with  other 
men  is  a  sonice  of  consolation  and  the  subject  of 
Loasr  with  Mr.  Addington. 

(5)  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  sum  of 
^X5,6')9,J!o9,  falls  short  of  what  it  ought  to  be  by 
fio,\-]o.  The  account,  laid  before  farliamcnt, 
last  year,  stated  the  official  value  of  the  exported 
produce  andrr.anufactuiesof  l^^oi,  at  ^"15, 719,979, 
oi  course,  the  present  statement  falls  short  by  the 
sum  just  mentioned,  iiow  is  this  ?  Was  there  an 
error  committed  l^st  year  ?  Or  is  there  a  little 
trick  plaved  this  year,  in  order  to  produce  decep- 
tion ?  At  any  rate,  one  of  the  accounts  is  wrong, 
abiolutely  false,  vih\c\\  is  the  less  excusable,  though 
not,  perhaps,  the  more  surprising,  as  the  latter 
account,  to  which  we  aie  inclined  ti>  attribute  the 
falsehoo'd,  was  moved  fnr  by  the  celebrated  Mr. 
George  Rose,  sometime  Secietary  of  the  Treasury. 

And  these  aic   tinanciers  !  Ihesc   are   the   ae- 

rouMts,  on  which  we  are  told  t^J  place  iniplioir  re- 
liauct  1 


U  3 
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587]  COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 

And  here  I  have  to  regret,  that  my  materials 
are  not  more  ample.  In  your  ever-me- 
morable speech  of  the  10th  of  December 
last,  you  talked  much  about  an  increase  of 
navigaiion,  produced  by  the  peace,  but  con- 
fes'^ed,  at  the  same  time,  that  your  estimate 
would  only  be  partial,  as  the  accounts  were 
made  up  for  none  of  the  ports,  except  that 
of  London.  7/7^  they  vv^ere  not,  you  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  state,  and  the  persons  to 
whom  you  addressed  yourself,  wt-re  too  deli- 
cate to  put  the  question  to  you  :  ko  that,  upon 
a  subject  involving  the  vital  interests  of 
the  country,  the  House  of  Commons,  have, 
from  that  day  to  this,  received  no  regular, 
otficial  and  authentic  information,  except 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  ship^  built  and  re- 
gistered, during  the  three  last  years  of  the  last 
peace,  the  three  la.-tyearsof  the  war,  and  the 
t;rst  j'ear  of  peace.  The  House  has,  indeed, 
somewhere,  on,  or  under,  its  table,  petitions 
from  the  ship-owners  in  the  several  ports  of 
Gt. Britain,  stating  amongst  other  things  well 
worth  the  attention  of  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, that,  since  the  peace,  "  the  shipping 
"  of  Great  Britain  has  fallen  771  I'alue  fioin 
*'  thirty  pounds  to  Jorlt/  pounds  per  cent.  ■" 
but,  as  tar  as  rests  with  you  and  your  col- 
leagues, the  only  document  before  the 
House  and  the  Public,  is,  the  account  which 
I  have  above  described,  and  Mhich  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  on  the  8th  of  iVIarch 
last.  This  account  contains  the  following 
statement  : 

Tons. 


[5S8 

Tons. 
British  vessels  built  and  registered  in  1801,  110,206 
Add  Evtra<je  annual  increase,   during   last 

years  of  war    20,119 


139.3^5 
Deduct  ves-ils   liuilc   and    registered    in 
18,  a    104)789 


34,53^^ 


■^'ears.  Vessels 


1799 

ISOO 
I  SOI 
1S02 


OS9 
845 
9I8 
967 


83,0 J  8 
]15,34g 
1  1 0,206 
104,789    (-1) 


The  number  of  vessels  is  of  little  conse- 
quence. It  is  the  number  of  tons  which 
miast  form  the  criterion  ;  and,  here  we  per- 
ceive, at  once,  that,  in  a  positive  comparison, 
the  first  year  of  peace  falls  more  than  5,000 
tons  below  the  last  year  of  war.  But,  we 
must  not  stop  there.  By  the  account,  to 
which  I  am  now  referring  you,  it  appears, 
that  the  ships  built  and  registered  in  179O, 
contained  no  more  than  57,137  tons,  so  that, 
in  the  space  of  twelve  years,  the  annual  con- 
struction of  shipping  has  been  almost  dou- 
bled. Confining  ourselves,  however,  to  the 
last  thiec  years  of  the  war,  we  find  an 
average  annual  increase,  since  179P'  of 
29,1 19  tons,  and,  of  course,  the  year  1802, 
the  first  year  of  peace,  falls  below  what  it 
ought  to  be  as  follows  : 

[4)  The  whole  of  this  account,  for  al!  the  dif- 
ferent ports  in  Orcat  Britain,  will  be  tuuiiU  in  the 
Sapplt-i.tsiC  to  tliib  voluiut. 


An  account  of  the  number  of  men  and 
tons  of  shipping,  in  the  merchant  service, 
sailing  itiwards  and  outwards,  during  the 
aforementiontd  years,  would  have  been 
more-satisfactory,  particularly  if  made  up 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  spirit  of  truth j 
but,  as  no  such  account  has  yet  been  pre- 
sented, we  must,  for  the  present  at  I'^ast, 
look  upon  that  which  we  have  just  examined 
as  containing  a  proof  of  a  small  positive  de- 
cline, and  of  a  very  considerable  compara- 
tive decline,  in  the  mercantile  marine  of  the 
country. 

Thus,  Sir,   in  whatever  light  I  consider 
the  subject,  wherever  I  seek,  and   in  what- 
ever way  I   turn  the  materials   of  compari- 
son, I  find   the  first  year  of  peace  to  have 
produced   a    diminution   in  the  revenue,   as 
v/ell  as  in  the  means  by  which  that  revenue 
is   fed  and    protected.     And,  if  such  have 
been   the  eilects  of  the  first  year  of  peace, 
what  would  be  the  etlects  of  the  second,  the 
third,   and  jhe  fourth  year,  especially  if  you 
and  your  colleagues  were  to  be  the  instru- 
ments of  preserving  to  us  this  "blessing.'" 
During  the  first  year,  we  had  the  commerce 
from    and   to    the    conquered   colonies,    for 
nine  months  at  least  j   and,  as  every  thing 
w  hich  could  possibly  be  exported  from  and 
imported  to  those  colonies,  was,  for  reasons 
too  obvious  to  mention,  so  exported  and  im- 
ported,    before    those     fatal     sisters,    your 
"  peace  and  plenty,"  had  for  ever  cut  off  the 
communication  between  those  colonies  and 
England,  the  nine  months  of  last  year,  was, 
witii  rsspect  to  this  very  considerable  branch 
of  trade,   more  than    equal   to  any  former 
twelve  months.    The  first  year  of  peace  was 
extremely  favourable,   loo,  with  respect  to 
the   internal   revenue.     Sailors  and  soldiers 
were  brought  home  and  discharged  :   their 
pay  fell,  in  great  part,   into  the  excise,  in- 
stead of  being  spent  abroad.     The  harvest 
W'as  excellent,   bread  and   other  provisions, 
which  had  fallen   considerably  towards  th« 
end  of  the  war,  were  reduced  very  much  in 
price,  and  the  people  were,  in  consequence, 
enabled  to  spend  more  of  their  money  on 
taxable,  commodities.     But,  ail  these,  except 
the  harvest,  are  temporary  cawsesj  and  that 
too  must  bs  considered  as-such  in  a  com- 
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parison  between  the  effects  of  peace  and 
those  of  war.  The  conquered  colonies  and 
their  million  and  a  half  of  revenue  are  gone 
never  to  return,  and,  with  them,  forty  mil- 
lions of  British  capital  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  Holland  and  France  5  that  is  to 
say,  to  France  alone.  Peace  did,  indeed, 
bring  home  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  but  this 
can  take  place  only  once  during  the  peace, 
and  it  might  have  taken  place  equally  well 
during  such  3  war  as  we  should  have  had  to 
carry  on :  at  any  rate,  it  is  an  advantage 
not  to  be  enjoyed  this  year,  or  in  any  future 
year  of  peace.  And,  as  to  the  plenteous 
harvest,  with  all  its  nutnerous  advantages, 
you  will  hardly  pretend  that  they  arose  from 
the  peace,  seeing  that  the  corn  was  safe  in 
the  mow,  previous  to  the  signature  even  of 
the  preliminaries. — If,  then,  we  hud,  that 
the  first  year  of  peace  has  had  some  great 
advantages,  as  to  revenue,  over  the  last  year 
of  war,  which  no  future  year  of  peace  can 
possibly  have  ;  and  if,  notwithstanding 
these  advantages,  we  find  it  to  sink,  not 
only  in  point  of  pecuniary  product,  but  in 
the  evidences  of  those  means  from  which 
that  product  must  arise,  and  by  whicli  it 
must  be  protected,  must  we  not  necessarily 
conclude,  that  peace,  should  it  continue, 
will,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  be  less 
productive  than  war,  if  war  had  been  con- 
tinued .' 

Tbe  Expenditure  of  war,  if  war  had  con- 
tinued, compared  with  the  expenditure  of 
the  present  peace,  if  it  continue,  is  the  only 
remaining   point    of  my   proposed   inquiry. 

A    favourite  fallacy,    employed     by 

you,  your  colleagues,  and  your  defenders,  is, 
ever  to  speak  of  the  expenses  of  war,  if  it 
had  continued,  as  admitting  of  no  diminu- 
tion. Upon  this  notion  it  was,  that  you 
grounded  your  assertion,  that  another  year 
of  war  would  have  cost  <i 40,000,000  (5), 
aiid,  more  recently,  that  the  annual  savings 
of  peace  would  be  about  =£25  000,000(6). 
But,  Sir,  is  there  a  man  in  the  kingdom, 
who  must  not  perceive,  that  the  war,  if  con- 
tirhued,  must  either  have  admitted  of  a  vast 
diminution,  in  point  of  expense,  or  must 
have  greatly  added  to  our  resources  by  new 
and  most  profitable  conquests.'  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary, for  my  present  purpose,  to  enquire, 
whether  the  war  ought,  in  future,  to  have 
been  more  of  an  offensive  than  of  a  defen- 
sive nature;  v.'hethe.r  directed  to  new  ac- 
quisitions, or  solely  to  the  retention  of  what 
we  already  possessed  ;  all  that  I  have  to  do 
is  to  prove,  that  the  latter  object  might  have 
been  effected  with  an  expenditure  not  ex- 

,    (5)  Sec  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  1149  and  (6)  1705. 
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ceeding  what  will  be  absolutely  requisite  for 
the  maintenance,  in  peace,  of  what  your 
peace  has  left  us  to  maintain.  "  The 
"  great  heads  of  war  expenditure,"  as  Mr. 
Windham  observed,  "  the  anny  extraordi- 
"  naries"  [to  which  he  might  have  added 
great  part  of  the  navy  exlraordinaries'\ 
"  would,  if  war  had  been  coniinued,  have 
"  ceased,  in  most  parts  of  the  world,  and, 
"  in  the  rest,  have  been  greatly  reduced. 
"  The  chief  question,"  said  he,  ''will  be, 
"  not  between  an  ordinary  peace  establish- 
"  ment,  and  a  war,  such  as,  from  circum- 
"  stances,  ours  has  hitherto  been,  involving 
"  expeditions  to  all  parts  of  the:  globe  ;  but  be- 
"  tv.een  a  peace  eitablishment  such  as  ours 
"  will  be,  and  a  war,  wh.ch  had  become, 
"  and  was  likely  to  continue,  mrrely  defen- 
"  sive,  in  which  we  should  have  had  no- 
'*  thing  to  do,  but  to  maintain  a  competent 
"  force,  with  little  prospect  of  being  oblig- 

"  ed  to  make  use  of  it The  savings  of 

"  the  present  pe  .ce,  therefore,  can  be  look- 
"  ed  for  only  between  the  narrow  limits  of 
"  a  high  peace  and  a  low  war  establish- 
"  ment  ;  or,  to  state  the  ca-^e  more  cor- 
"  rectly,  between  a  high  peace  establish- 
"  ment  and  that  of  a  war,  reduced  in  the 
"  manner  that  I  have  described.  I  wish, 
"  that  a  correct  estimate  were  formed  of 
"  the  difference,  in  point  of  expense,  be- 
'*  tween  these  two  states;  recollecting  al- 
"  ways,  that,  among  the  expenses  of  peace 
"  are  to  be  counted  tiie  provisions  against  tbe 
"  neiu  dangers  brought  hy  tbe  peace  itself." — 
To  make  this  estimate  correctly  is  impossi- 
ble ;  because  no  one  can  tell  wh.at  these 
new  dangers,  and  the  consequent  provisions 
against  them,  will  be.  All  that  we  know, 
at  present  is,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
peace,  a  very  considerable  augmentation  of 
our  naval  force,  in  the  West-Indies,  has 
been  found  necessary,  and  that  no  reduction 
of  our  naval  or  military  force  in  the  East- 
Indies  is  thought  of;  for  that  the  troops  at 
the  Cape,  were  to  go,  and,  perhaps,  are 
gone,  to  reinforce  the  peninsula  of  India 
against  the  dangers  created  by  the  surren- 
der of  Cochin  and  (he  Cape.  Eut,  the 
fairest  way  of  coming  at  a  probuble  estimate 
of  the  diflerence,  which  wc  want  to  ascer- 
tain, is,  first  to  consider,  on  the  side  of  war, 
all  expeditions,  at  an  end,  and,  of  course,  to 
deduct  their  attendant  expanses;  and  next, 
on  the  side  of  peace,  to  take  your  own 
last  estimates  of  the  expenses  of  peace,  and 
add  thereto,  for  the  present  year,  the  ex- 
penses which  will  arise  from  preparations 
for  war,  should  those  preparations  be  dis- 
continued in  I  he  course  of  a  month  or  six. 
weeks  from  this  lime.-- -The  naval  and  mi- 
Utarv  expenses  of  the  last  year  of  war,  were, 
U  4 
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in  the  account  laid  before  Parliament  on  the 
5th  of  May,  1802,  stated  as  follows  (;)  : 

KAVV. 

Salaries  to  the  Admiralty,  and 

other  offices /76,ooo  o  o 

Wages,  bounty,   flag-pay,  half 

p-iy,  and  pensions   , i,2~9'^''7°  '5  ^ 

Dock-yards,  buildings,   stores, 

pilotage,  and  contingencies  .  7,133,008  2  si 

Marine  service  on  sliore    ....  327,000  o  o 

Victualling  department 5.577.500  2  9^ 

Sick  and  v/ouaded  do 51 5,000  O  o 

I'ranpport  do. —  for  tran.'ports  1,209,192  o  n 

Prisoner?  of  war  in  health  76,000  c  o 

Miscellaneous  teiviccs.  . .  6c,Oco  o  o 


Total  of  the  Navy 17,30,3,371     i 


ORDNANCE. 

The  whole  of  the  ordnance.  . .     'Z,\6^,(}Ji   jo     c,l 


ARMY. 

For  regulars,  fenciblcs,  militia, 

invalids,  and  volunteer  corps  7,632,846  I5  3 

Jlarracks 651,840  o  o 

StafFoflicers  and  officers  of  gar- 
rison    ic",658  7  6 

Half-pay 194,900  o  c 

Widows'  pensions 2.3,500  o  c 

Ciielsea  Hospital     13--970  9  S 

Exchequer  fees    66,6  ;t  10  8 

Pay  of  public  offices 54,86c  8  8 

Extraordinary  services 5,347,174  o  o 

Total  of  the  Army  .,.., .  I4,t8j,3Si     o     9 

Navy    1 7,^03,3 7 1      I      2 

Ordnance...     2,i6;,9fi   10     ;;| 

Grand  Total 33,654,665     o     4;^ 

Such,  Sir,  were  the  whole  of  the  naval 
and  military  expenses  during  the  last  year 
cf  war;  and,  though  we  cannot  ascertain 
with  exactness,  we  may  with  tolerable  pre- 
cision, what  part  of  these  exjenses  belonged 
exclusively  to  expeditions,  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  defence  of  any  part  of  our 
dominions,  in  any  part  of  the  world.  There 
were,  during  this  last  year  of  war,  three  ex- 
peditions of  this  stamp,  that  to  the  Baltic, 
that  against  Boulogne,  and  the  ever-memo- 
rable one  to  Egypt.  The  army  extranidi- 
narieswill  be  seen  to  amount  tOo£5,347,i74, 
and,  by  referring  to  the  distribution  of  that 
sum,  it  will  be  pfrceived,  that  more  than 
ci  3,500,000  of  it  was  occasioned  by  the  ex- 
peditions, to  which  must  be  added  about 
^l,2(XJ,000  for  tlie  ordinary  service  of  the 
army,  in  the  expeditions,  during  that  year. 
Under  the  head  of  the  navy,  we  must  de- 
duct, almost  the  whole  of  the  sum  for  trans- 
ports £[,20g,lC)2;  also  the  expenses  of  the 
fleet  to  the  Baltic,  and  of  the  fleet  under 
Lord  Keith,  which,  including  victualling, 
stores,  repairs,  and  contingencies,  cannot  be 

(7)  Sec  Pvcgister,  Vol,  II.  p.  911. 
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estimated  at  less  than  ,:£3,0P0,000.  If  to 
these  sums  we  add,  only  ci/OO.OOO,  as  a 
proportionate  reduction  on  account  of  dock- 
yard and  building  expenses,  and  o£ 650,000, 
as  a  proportionate  reduction  in  the  ordnance, 
we  shall  find,  that  the  whole  reduction  will 
amount  to  c£  10,250, 1  ()'2,  Vv'hich  will  bring 
the  annual  expetises  of  war,  such  as  war 
would  have  bf-en,  i)ad  it  been  continued, 
down  to  0^23,395,473.  Taking,  then,  your 
peace  establishnient,  according  to  your  own 
estimate,  and  adding  thereto  =^5,500,000 
for  the  present  armament,  and  comparing 
these  with  the  above  reduced  war  establish- 
ment, we  shall  come  at  the  difference, 
which  We  have  been  seeking  to  ascertain. 

Expenditure  of  one  year  of  war,  such 
as  the  war  would  iiave  been,  had  it 
been  continued    £-2>295>'i73 

Peace  establishment  as 
voted  by  Parliament 
for  the  present  -ycrir.  •iJi4)957,'525 

Expense  of  the  armament    5,500,000 

— — ' 20,457,325 

Less  expenditure  during  the  present 
year  of  peace,  than  would  have  been 
iiecesfp.ry  for  each  year  of  war,  if 
■war  h.ad  coutinucd    2,938,14!? 


Thus,  Sir,  without  withdrawing  a  single 
ship  from  blockading  the  ports  of  our  ene- 
mies, from  the  numerous  cruises  against 
the  remnant  of  their  commerce,  or  from  the 
protection  of  our  ov.'n  commerce,  colonies, 
and  coasts;  without  discharging  a  single 
.soldier,  except  in  number  equal  to,  or  a 
little  above,  that  of  the  army  of  Egypt, 
which  we  should  not  have  wanted;  without 
putting  into  the  hands  of  our  enemy  those 
outworks  of  India,  Malta,  and  the  Cape  ; 
without  laying  down  any  one  means  of  de- 
fence, or  giving  up  any  one  of  these  con- 
quests, which  would,  in  any  hands  but 
yours,  have  always  been  the  price  of  ho- 
nourable, solid,  and  permanent  peace  and 
security;  without  making  any  of  these  sa- 
crilices,  we  could  have  kept  steadily  on  at 
an  expenditure  only  ci; 2,938,148  above  that 
which  is  necessary  to  preserve  a  diminished 
commerce,  a  shaken  credit,  a  curtailed  do- 
minion, and  a  degraded  and  dishonoured 
country. — Bat,  you  will  say,  perhaps,  that 
the  present  armament  ought  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  an  annually  recurring  expense. 
And,  do  you  really  think  so.  Sir  ?  "  Do 
"  you,  in  good  sooth,  Alaster  Shallow,  be- 
"  lieve  this  thing  ?"  If  you  do,  you  are  not 
less  deceived  by  your  hopes  than  the  stock- 
holders and  loan -jobbers  have  been  by  your 
financial  representations.  The  Secretary  at 
Vv^ar  stated  the  present  army  to  be  neces- 
sary, because  France  possessed  such  a  mighty 
cstablishraent  j  and,  must  not  your  means 


5f)3] 


APRIL  16  TO  APPJL  23,  1603. 


[594 


of  defence  increase  in  proportion  as  her 
means  of  offence  increases  ?  If  50^000  sea- 
men, as  a  peace  establishment,  are  wanted 
now,  how  many  will  be  wanted,  when 
France  has  had  another  year  of  uninterrupt- 
ed preparation  ?  When  she  has  had  a  year's 
produce  of  the  colonies  of  Holland  and  of 
the  mines  of  Spain  ;  when  she  has  concen- 
trated the  maritime  force  of  all  her  depen- 
dents, and  added  it  to  that  of  her  revived 
and  augmented  navy  ;  when  she  has  com- 
pletely subdued  St.  Domingo,  gotten  Loui- 
siana safe  v.'ithin  her  grasp,  stationed  her 
armies  at  Cochin  and  the  Cnpe,  and  swept 
the  Mediterranean  of  British  armies  and 
British  fleets?  Do  yon  hope,  that  Buo- 
naparte will  cease  his  endeavours  to  en- 
velope our  territories,  to  menace,  to  alarm, 
to  harrass  us,  and  to  ruin  our  finances 
and  our  credit  ?  As  well  may  this  hum- 
bled and  degraded  nation  hope,  chat  its 
base  forbearance  will  make  you  cease 
lavishing  its  treasures  on  your  insatiable 
relations.  No,  no.  The  Consul  sees  too 
clearly  the  way  of  destroying  the  only 
power  on  earth,  which  has  the  means  of 
frustrating  his  ambitious,  but,  perhaps,  in- 
deed, his  laudable  views ;  for,  he  really 
seems  to  be  designed,  by  a  justly  offended 
Providence,  as  the  scourge  of  a  people  no 
longer  worthy  to  be  free.  To  effect  this  de- 
struction, to  produce  confusion  and  revolu- 
tion in  this  country,  he  has  only  to  pursue 
his  present  line  of  policy,  only  to  keep  us  in 
a  state  of  armed  peace,  in  which  we  shall 
see  our  expenditure  constantly  exceed  our 
receipts,  without  the  hope  of  a  change  for 
the  better.  The  expenditure  and  income  of 
the  nation  stand  thus : 

Permanent  annual  charge  on  account 
of  national  debt,  civil  list,  and  par- 
liamentary grants  ^^24,631, 931 

Navy,  army,  ordnance,  and  miscella- 
nies, for  the  present  year,  exclu- 
sive of  the  portion  to  be  paid  by 
Ireland  ...... ...... ....       iS, 457, ,125 


Total  expenditure 
Total  income 


43,089,2^6 
32,170,604 


Annual   deficiency,  to  be  raised  iy 

loan,  or  by  neia  taxes  .............     ^(^10,818,652 

This  is  the  true  statement.  Sir.  You  may 
stave  oft"  the  evil  5  you  may  coin  Exchequer 
bills  on  aids ;  you  may  make  use  of  what 
shifts  or  what  cant  you  please  j  yofi  may 
shuffle  your  estimates  backwards  or  forwards 
as  it  best  suits  your  purpose,  and  as  is  best 
adapted  to  the  humour  of  yoar  audience  ; 
but,  to  tiiis  statement,  to  this  black  account, 
or  to  a  sponge,  you  and  your  peace  must 
finally  bring  us,  unless  there  is  yet  sense  and 
eourao;s  enough  left  in  the  country.,  once 


more  to  take  up  arms,  with  a  firm  and  un- 
alterable resolution  never  to  by  ihem  down 
again,  until  such  a  peace  can  be  obtained  as 
will,  by  a  reduction  of  establishments,  enable 
us   to  bring  our  expenses  down  to  a  level 

with  our  income. 1  am,  &c.  &c. 

Wm.  Cobeett. 
Duki  Street,  JFcstr.20tb  April,  1303. 

THE    blocks! 

We  select  the  following  as  the  best  solu- 
tions of  the  Charade  in  our  last,  p.  55ii, 

I. 
Two  years'  blockading  n\3de  fair  Malta  ours  : 

A  noble  struggle  ! — vet  'tis  thought  O^t  Reading) 
That  Britain's  Island  shews  superior  pow'rs, 
To  bear,  and  to  survive,  t-wo  jean  block-head- 
ing 1 

II. 
Does  the  Head  of  the  Cab'net,  that  "  safe  politi- 
cian," 
With  Blocks  guard  the  Thamer,'  sacred  tide  ! — 
Forbid,  ye  brave  Biitons,  i\\e  BloMcitd's  ambition, 

O'er  ths  helm  of  the  state  to  pretide  ! 
Reading,  April  i1 .  M.lsT£a   SHALLOW, 


BLOCKS, 

^«  Ode. 

I. 

Since  now  to  bloch,  and  not  blochxJei, 
We  mean  to  trust,  when  France  invades, 

Or  threi  ts,to  sink  our  stocks  ; 
If  thou  awhile  canst  leave  the  Nore, 
Dulness !   inspire  one  tlodlieadmotc 

To  speculate  on  Hocks. 

II. 
And  O  !  how  largely  Hocks  conduce 
To  arts  of  elegance,  and  use  ! 

Much  as  our  pride  it  shocks, 
Truth  yet  compells  us  to  confess, 
Man  would  be  often  in  distress, 

Without  the  help  q{  Hocks. 

in. 

For  Hoeks  our  riggers  call  amaia 
To  fit  our  Jiffy  snil — in  vain  i 

Five  now  exhaust  our  docki. 
The  broken  contract  is  restor'd. 
With  two  old  Lags*  and  one  new  Board, 

St.  VtNCEN'T  yet  \\3.nii  hloch. 

ZV. 
From  blocks  the  types  of  Bolmsr  grew  : 
Hence  Btwicx's  graver,  softly  true, 

All  nature's  stores  unlocks ; 
See  too  in  stone  from  Bacon's  hand 
The  peace-maker  of  jlmietis  stand. 

Colossal  block  of  blocks  .' 


*  "  T-iVo  oLl  Logs'' — We  believe  these  to  be  the 
same  as  the  "  i-wo  Fliaca,"  whom  we  have  oftea 
had  occasion  to  mention.  Every  body  knows, 
that  a  seaman's  log  is  a  piece  of  ivood,  loaded 
with  a  quati.'ity  of  lead,  to  make  it  lie  a  dead 
^veight  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  It  is  of  ko 
use  'till  it  is  thrown  out.  PhociP  we  call,  in  Eng- 
lish, "  sfa.-^ah'C5^'  because  they  make  a  noise,  Jike 
that  of  &  c?Jf.  The  thmg  id  all  one,  as  honest 
Fl.ucU;-n  says^  savs'only  vaiiai-'on-s  of  phritiCi. 
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V. 


And  what  are  he^ds,  which  most  we  prize. 
Heads  of  the  fair,  and  of  the  wise, 

From  Misses  in  white  frocks, 
To  Judges,  and  the  Speaker's  chair  ;  — 
Except  when  Addington  was  there  ? 

Their  wigs  reply — "  our  blocks." 

vr. 

To  iipfi'mg-iloch  what  thanks  we  owe, 
The  rise  of  Addington  may  show, 

Tho'  now  Pitt's  aid  he  mocks  : 
And  future  caution  may  be  taught, 
As  Pitt  perhaps  of  late  has  thought, 

By  former  stumbling-lloch. 

vri. 

Once,  to  sustain  the  British  name. 
When  Britain's  safety  stood  on  fame 

Unshaken  as  her  rocks, 
Ko  art  our  Fathers  knew  but  tliij  ; 
Por  ministers,  who  did  amiss, 

They  recommended  blocls, 
VIII. 
What,  since  the  Family  controuls. 
Is  public  lile  ?    A  game  at  bowls, 

Where,  after  rubs  and  knocks. 
The  players,  who  well-skill'd  to  win 
By  wheeling  round  at  last  come  in, 

Get  side  by  side  with  blocks. 

IX. 
Then  cease,  ye  scribblers,  cease  your  wit : 
Among  yourselves,  as  you  think  fit. 

Scratch,  peck,  be  Bantam-cocks  ; 
Eut  let  our  Ministers  alone: 
Lose  is  your  labour,  you  will  own, 

\\  itli  razors  cutting  blocks. 
Plymouth.  timothy  tinblock. 


THE  DOCTOR  DEFENDED  BY  PRECEDENT. 

Doctors  of  yore,  with  looks  profound, 
And  RoqueLuire,  trailing  to  the  giound. 

And  sage  full-liottom'd  tic, 
Call'd  to  a  case,  first  took  their  fee, 
Then  bled  and  purg'd  their  mau,  till  he 

Died  from  debility. 

Our  Doctor's  practice  is  the  same, 

To  Park  and  Lodge  he  makes  his  claim. 

In  Richmond's  Palace  dwells  ; 
Gives  Na\'y  Purse  to  brother  Biagge, 
Hiley  secures  the  Army-bag, 

Young  Eolu^,  bolts  the  Pells. 

The  patient  next,  so  high  in  blood  ! 
Cupp'd,  bled,  and  p^irg  d,  as  he  thinks  good, 

lie  lowers  to  such  condition  ; 
That  while  he  swears  she's  sweetly  dozed. 
And  safe,  in  peace  serene,  composed, 

She  dies  of  her  Physician. 


the  doctor  s  excuse. 

Says  a  Friend  to  the  Doctor,  ''  Fray,  Doctor,  take 
care, 

Tfou'll  ruin  your  Patient  before  you're  aware  ; 

You've  feathtr'd  your  nest — then  no  longer  de- 
ceive her — 

'Tour  nosirunis  will  kill  her — she's  now  in  a  fe- 
ver''— 

'•  'Tis  true  (says  the  Doctor),  such  symptoms  I 
trace  ; 

^ut  really,  dear  Sir,  I  can't  j^ivc  up  m^  place  .'' 

E'JLUS. 


The    Origin  of  the  previuling   IiiJluetfZitf  calle.i   ♦'  i^A 
Griitb."  *   ' 

While  the  Faculty  doubt    whence  La  Grippe  caa 

arise, 
The  Doctor,  \n  every  thing  EqtiALLy  wise, 

?ri.^n\  himself  ihe  iurectinn  ciin  trace. — • 
The  symptoms,  a  Inaviness  fix'd  in  the  hcddy 
A  tveaknesi  that  rules,  whilst  all  'vigour  !s  fled. 

And  a  dread  of  all    chanies  oi place. 

GRIPPISTs 


FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Ccmtannn^jflc,  Mack  f. — The  following  ceremo 
nies  took  place  when  Gen.  Btune,  presented  his 
letters  of  credit  to  the  Grand  Vizier  and  to  Sultan 
Stlirn  the  31!. — The  Gen.  arrived  at  Constantinople 
on  I  he  6(hof  Jan.  He  sent  Citizen  Parandiei,  1st 
Secretary  to  the  Embassy,  to  notify  his  arrival  to 
tlie  Sublime  Porte.  Citizen  Parandier  v/as  first 
presented  by  Prince  Scarlate  Callimachi,  fiist  Dra- 
goman of  the  Porte,  to  the  Minister  for  internal 
afF.iirs,  the  Grand  Vizier,  the  Reis  ElPendi,  and  the 
Captain  Pacha. — To  these  Ministeis  he  delivered 
the  notification,  in  the  following  terms  : — "  1  have 
"  the  honour  to  notify  to  your  Excellency,  the  ar- 
"  rival  of  Gen.  Brune,  in  character  of  Ambassador, 
"  nominated  by  the  Fust  Consul,  Buonaparte, 
"  from  the  French  people  to  the  Ottoman  Porte. 
"  — The  rank  which  Gen.  Brune  occupies  in  the 
"  stale,  the  services  which  he  has  performed  at 
"  the  head  of  its  armies,  and  in  the  management 
"  of  public  aflairs,  afford  a  presumption  to  the 
"  Sublime  Porte,  that  the  French  government  re- 
"  gards  this  Embassy  as  a  matter  of  the  highest 
"  cojisequence.  The  General- Ambassador  has  di- 
"  reeled  me  to  declare,  that  he  entertains  the  high- 
"  est  respect  for  your  Ejicelkncy,  and  will  cnn- 
"  sidcr  it  as  his  duty  10  enter  into  the  most  friend- 
"  ly  and  unreserved  conferences  with  your  Exccl- 
"  lency,  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  France,  and 
"  of  the  Ottoman  Empire." — Citizen  Parandier 
was  received  with  the  greatest  distinction,  seated 
beside  those  Ministers,  and  politely  served  with 
coftee,  sherbet,  and  perfumes.  But.  on  account  of 
the  festivals  of  Ramazan,  and  Bairam,  iiwas  found 
necessary  to  def^r  the  auiiienres  ot  the  Ambassa- 
dor, till  the  23d  of  Feb. — At  10  th  t  morning,  the 
Ambassador,  with  Parandier,  hio  first  secretary, 
and  the  Drngornan,  sailed  in  a  baik  with  7  pair  of 
oars,  from  Top-Hana  to  VesirSkelessi.  They  were 
ftdlowed  by  the  whole  train  of  the  Embassy,  in 
120  other  barks,  supplied  by  the  Sublime  Porte. 
At  their  landing,  they  were  leeeived  by  the  Te- 
haoux-bachi,  and  served  with  collce,  sherbet,  and 
perfumes,  at  the  Kiosk. — On  ic;-  horses,  furnished 
bv  the  Porte,  and  supcibly  harnessed,  the  Ambas- 
sador then  proceeded,  with  the  principal  persons 
in  his  train,  ro  the  Porte.  He  alighted  at  the  Grand 
Vizier's  palace,  where  he  was  received  by  Prince 
CalTniachi,  with  some  other  officers  of  distinction. 
He  was  conducted  immediately  into  the  hall  of  the 
Divan,  which  the  GrandVizier  entered  at  the  very 
same  ti/':ie  by  a  difFeitnt  door.     1  hey  saluted  each 


*  The  Freiirh  appellation  for  a  disease  raging 
at  P-iris,  tiom  wli;i,!i  st>me  persons  conceive  the 
Biitish  Influ'-nza  to  have  been  derived.  1  hough, 
we  think  the  origin  ot  tlie  iniection,  as  here  stated, 
t(j  be  co'vect.  «e  al  ow,  at  the-  an'e  time,  that  it 
is  more  llian  probatik,  that  the  violence  ot  the 
Dori'or  s  ;  viiptoms  has  l<een  considerably  aggra- 
vittea  by  liii  Uittrcourae  with  Fraiice. 
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other.  The  Grand  Vizier  then  sat  dowu  on  !iis 
sopha,  and  tlie  Ainliassador  on  a  chiiir  that  wai 
placed  for  him  opposite.  The  Reis  Elleudi,  with 
other  Ottoman  Ministers,  continued  stHodiiig  on 
the  Grand  Viziei's  rioht  hand.  The  Ambas^-ac'or 
then  spoke  as  follows,  and  his  woiJs  were  inrer- 
preted  by  Prince  Callimachi : — "  The  most  great, 
•'  most  puiisaat,  and  moft  magnanimous  Buona- 
"  pane,  First  Consul  of  the  French  republic,  has 
'*  sent  me  to  the  Siihlime  Porte  in  the  chaiacter  of 
*'  Ambassador.  1  come,  according  to  custom,  to 
"  present  to  vour  Highness,  the  letters  by  whl(  h 
*'  I  am  invested  with  that  ennnent  charrtcttri 
"  Under  the  auspices  of  a  treaty,  which  renews 
«  the  anticnt  alliance,  and  by  the  liappy  disposi- 
"  tion  of  the  sentiments  of  your  Highness,  all  the 
*'  steps  I  shall  take  will  tend,  and  sucfced,  I  hope, 
"  tr)  renew  those  ties  of  amity  which  imperious 
**  circumstances  hid  somev.diat  relaxed,  hut  which 
•'  the  Ottomans  and  the  French  are  accustomed 
<'  to  regar<l  as  pledges  of  iheir  common  prosperity. 
"  The  genius  of  the  magnanimous  First  Consul, 
*'  the  glory  which  he  wishes  to  derive  from  the 
♦'  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  the  world,  the 
•'  splendour  of  his  innumerable  victoiics,  the 
*'  peaceable  situation  of  the  powers  lormeily  hos- 
"  tile  to  us,  the  weight  of  the  Ficnch  republic  in 
•'  the  balance  of  the  destinies  of  Europe,  are  so 
"  many  pledges  alike  of  the  stability,  and  of  the 
*'  importance  of  cur  engagements.  Your  High- 
"  ness  knows,  that  Ftaoce  is  the  true  friend  and 
''  natural  ally  of  the  Ottoman  Empire;  that  for 
*'  fidelity,  generosity,  and  greatness,  the  two  peo- 
"  pie  have  no  equals  in  the  world;  tiiat  they  are 
"  attached  to  each  other  by  the  dearest  interests. 
"I  think  myself  fortunate  iu  having  been  chosen 
"  to  act  for  the  immediate  preservation  and  im- 
"  provement  of  this  union.  And  I  consider  the 
**  honourable  post  1  hold  at  the  Sub'ime  Porte,  as 
*'  a  glorious  reward  for  my  military  services.  It  is 
"  agreeable  to  me  to  find,  in  the  depository  of  the 
"  confidence  of  h's  Highness,  the  Sultan  Selira  the 
•*  third,  a  Grand  Vizier,  who  is  a  warrior,  and 
"  whose  loyalty  and  wisdom  cannot  but  smooth 
"  all  the  difficulties  which  1  might  otheiwise  find 
"  in  the  way  of  my  new  career.'' — The  Grand  Vi- 
zier made  the  following  reply,  which  was  inter- 
preted to  the  Ambassador  by  Prince  C  dlimachi  : 
"  — The  Sublime  Porte  having  received  the  hip.h- 
"  est  satisf'ction  from  the  renewal  and  contiima- 
"  tion  of  its  antient  and  sincere  friendship  with 
"  the  French  republic  ;  as  also  from  the  good  dis- 
"position  and  the  good- will  manifested  on  the 
"  part  of  the  most  magnanimous  First  Consul, 
"  Buonaparte,  towards  the  interests  of  the  Otto- 
*'  man  Empire,  will,  of  course,  most  certainly  use 
"  every  effort  to  preserve  the  mutual  engage- 
"  nvents,  and  the  sincere  friendship  between  the 
"  two  powers.'' — "  As  the  Sublime  Porte  has  still 
*'  more  particularly  received  the  greatest  satisfac- 
"  tion  from  the  attention  of  the  most  magnani- 
"  mous  First  Consul,  expressed  in  his  choosing 
"  for  this  Embassy  a  Gtn.  so  highly  esteemed,  so 
"  much  considered,  who  has  acquired  so  much 
"  glory,  and  who  enjoys  the  personal  friendship 
*'  of  the  First  Consul ;  the  Sub'ime  Porte  is  there- 
"  fore  persuaded,  that  this  Ambassador,  in  giving 
"  on  every  occasion,  proofs  of  his  zeal  :ind  con- 
*'  s'ant  good-will,  will  faithfully  r-aid  earnestly 
"  take  every  means  to  strengthen  the  ties  of 
•'  amity,  no\v  subsisting  bctv/cen  the  two  powers.'' 
The  Ambassador  vva>  then  treated  with  sweet- 
meats, sherbet,  and  coffee,  and  robed  in  a  pellice 
6f  sable  skins  coveted  with  cloth  of  geld,  such  as 
tone  but  Pachas  of  j   lails  have  pumiision  to 


wear.  Suitable  honours  were  at  the  same  time 
paid  to  his  secretary  and  the  rest  of  his  train,  lie 
rclurrjed  in  giand  procession,  as  before,  to  the  t)a- 
lace  of  France. — Oa  thezid  of  Feb.  he  was  ip.tro- 
ductd  to  an  audience  of  the  Grand  Sigiiior,  who 
rtceivecl  him,  sitiing  on  his  throne,  in  the  Divan. 
The  Ambassador  had,  on  this  occasion,  the  ho- 
nour to  dine  with  the  Grand  Vizier. — The  Ambas- 
sador, at  this  audience,  made  the  following  address 
to  the  Sultan  : — "  Most  h^g/j,  most  excellmt,  ryicst  frnt- 
•'  inrit,  most  m,-::^n''!iiri!o:is,  and  invincible  Emperor  of  tht 
"  Musivltiiatis,  Sultan  Sflim,  in  -whom  honour  andi-irtue 
"  shine, — The  most  high,  most  puissant,  and  most 
"  magnanimous  First  Consul  of  the  French  tepub- 
"  lie,  Buonaparte,  sends  me  to  yourSublime  Porte 
"  in  the  quality  of  An)bassadoi-.  These  aie  the  let- 
"  tcrs  of  credit',  by  which  he  invests  me  with  this 
"  character.  1  have  directions,  while  1  present 
"  them  to  your  Highness,  to  congratulate  yon  ou 
"  the  fortunate  cou elusion  of  a  peace,  whicli  re- 
"  establishes  the  antitnt  relations  of  amity,  and  to 
"  le  tify  th.at  tlie  most  magnanimous  First  Consul 
"  of  the  F'lench  repiiblc  warmly  interests  himself 
"  in  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  your  reign. — It  is 
"  that  republic,  that  great  empire,  of  which  I  ^m 
"  the  Ambassador,  that  by  me  ofTcrs  to  you  its  most 
«  zealous  wishes  for  perfect  mutual  amity.  Fide- 
"  lity  and  generosity  are  the  virtues  ecjuaily  of  the. 
"  French  and  of  the  Ottomans.  This  similarity 
"  of  chaiacter  is  a  natural  tie  between  them,  it 
"  was  confamed  by  long  habit.  All  their  mutual 
"  interests  concurred  to  stiengthenit.  1  take  the 
"  greater  pleasure  in  the  commission  intrusted  to 
"  to  me,  since  1  every  day  perceive  that  the  same 
"  justice  andgrcatiiess  of  soul  which  animate  your 
"  Highness,  have  passed  into  the  minds  ot  those 
"  enlightened  men  to  v.hom  you  have  coniided 
"  the  different  parts  of  your  immense  power, 
"  Happy  to  have  to  testify  to  your  Higliness  the 
"  sen'tiriients  of  unalterable  friendship  entertain- 
"  ed  towards  you  by  the  First  Consul,  I  am  still 
"  more  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform 
"  my  government,  that  I  have  been  witness  of  the 
"  respectful  love  borne  towards  you  by  all  true 
"  Mussulmans,  and  that  1  have  had  proofs  from 
"  your  Highness  and  your  Ministers,  of  an  high 
"  good-will,  which  evinces  that  you  have  preserv- 
"  ed  a  great  attachment  in  your  heart  for  the  most 
"  antient  and  most  consttmt  of  your  allies.  I 
"  pray  Almighty  God  for  the  happiness  of  your 
"  people,  to  prolong  your  life  without  pain  or 
"  trouble,  and  to  make  your  gloiy  and  wisdom  to 
"  enlighten  the  whole  universe." — The  Grand  Vi- 
zier made,  in  the  name  of  his  Sovereign,  the  fol- 
lowing reply  to  this  address  : 

'<  It  IS  on  the  part  of  the  most  high,  most  august, 
and  most  powerful,  his  most  g-.acious  Lord  and 
Master,  that  his  Highness  the  Grand  Vizier  replies 
to  your  Excellency,  and  earnestly  expresses  the  sa- 
tisfaction which  his  Highn*ss  the  Sultan  lecls  in  the 
renovation  of  the  fiiendship  between  the -Sublime 
Porte  and  the  French  republic;  and  in  the  good  in- 
tention and  sincere  seniiment,  manifested  on  the 
part  of  tht  most  magnanimous  First  Consul,  Buoiia- 
paiie;  and  at  the  same  time  assures  you  cjf  the  dis- 
position and  attention  of  his  Highness  the  Sultan 
to  strengthen,  bv  all  means,  the  ties  of  the  sincere 
and  intimate  friendship  between  'he  two  powers." 
— The  French  Ambasador  received,  in  the  eveii- 
ing,  the  compliment,  of  all  the  pther  foreign  Mi- 
nisters at  Constantinople.      {Mcniteur.J 

Paris,  ///>ri/ 13 -—Official  dispatches,  addressed 
from  St.  Domingo  to  the  minister  ot  marine  I'V 
the  Gen.  in  Chief,  announce,  under  date  of  the 
3d  and  .Mh  ofMaixb,  tkat  4QCO  men  of  the  n,.tli 
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<lemi-brig:ide,  of  the  6oth  of  the  line,  of  the  14th 
light  iufaiury,  and  the  foreign  hattahnn,  had  suc- 
cessively arrived  at  the  Cape  in  the  preceding 
days.  The  rest  of  the  reinforcements  sent  from 
France  were  Immediately  expected,  to  resume  the 
ofFenHve  at  all  points  :  already  tlie  Gen.  of  Bri- 
gade, Lacroix,  had  taken  by  the  bayonet  Laxavon, 
and  escaladed  the  fort  of  Ouanaininthe. —  I'he 
Erigands  had  again  attempted  to  shew  themse-lves 
in  the  plain  of  the  Cape;  the  Gen.  of  Division, 
Clauzel,  commanding  the  right  of  the  division  of 
the  north,  and  the  Gen.  of  Brigade,  Claparede, 
had  attacked  and  surrounded  them  ;  500  ot  them, 
remained  en  the  field  of  battle  ;  our  loss  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  40  killed  and  wounded. — 
Some  movements  of  little  importance  had  mani- 
fested themselves  at  Tortue  1  hey  were  stopped 
by  the  hrmness  and  pood  dispositions  of  Adjutant 
Boscus,  Three  hundred  men,  sent  as  a  reiniovce- 
ment  from  the  Cape  hy  tlie  Gen.  in  Chief  on  board 
the  Duquesne,  and  commanded  by  the  Adjutant 
Rame!,  had  succeeded  in  exterminating  the  lebels. 
—Tlie  army  occupies  the  whole  circumference  of 
the  colony,  with  ihe  cseption  of  a  few  points  of 
little  importance,  and  which  are  watched  by  the 
ships  of  the  station  that  cruize  before  thtm — In 
the  north,  the  environs  of  Laxavon  and  Ouana- 
minihe  have  been  entirely  cleared  by  Gfri.  Fer- 
land,  and  those  of  Port-de-Paix  by  the  Chief  of 
the  Squadron,  Rupert. — Gen.  Sarrasin,  at  the  head 
of  7C0  men  ot  the  14th  light  infantry,  had  been 
detached  to  join  tlie  Black  Gen.  La  Plume  and 
Gen.  Darbois,  in  the  quarter  of  the  south. — In 
that  of  the  west  we  extend  to,  and  take  in,  the 
Mirabelaij,  embracing  the  plains  of  the  Cul-de- 
Sac,  and  of  Croix-des-Eouquets.  The  Brigands 
are  shut  up  in  the  interior,  oa  the  mountains 
■phJch  separate  the  department  of  the  noth  from 
that  of  the  West,  and  Port  Republicain  from  Jac- 
me!. — "the  chiefs  of  the  blacks  are  divided 
amongst  themselves  :  already  some  of  them  have 
shot  one  another. — The  Spanish  part  of  ihe  island 
remains  unmolested. — The  marine,  under  the 
orders  of  Rear-Admiral  Latouche,  seconds  with 
all  its  activity,  the  operations  of  the  land  foics. — 

Genoa,  .\'arch  2(>-  We  are  assured,  thiit  if  a  rup- 
ture takes  place  between  France  and  England,  a 
numerous  corps  of  French  troops  will  proceed  to 
Sicily,  with  ;he  consent  of  the  King  of  Naples,  to 
undertake  irorri  thence,  as  soon  as  an  opportunity 
ofFers,  an  expedition  against  Malta.  '1  he  coasts 
of  Genoa  and  Tuscany  have  been  put  in  the  be^t 
state  of  defence.  The  garrisons  of  the  islands  of 
Elba  and  of  Corsica  have  been  reinforced.  Gen. 
Murat  will  command  in  chief  in  Italy. 

Plinfia,  ylpril  I. — The  English  court  lias  sent 
an  ofhcti"  hiilitr,  to  request  that  a  certain  number 
of  officers  and  couimun  men  from  an  excellent 
corps  ol  b<jmbadiers  and  canoneers  may  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  into  the  English  service.  This  re- 
c^ucit,  however,  has  been  refused. 

Mcchlin,  ^.pril  6. — T"he  day  b.efore  yesterday  ar- 
rived in  this  city  a  deiachment  of  artillejy,  which 
yeatcrday  proceeded  on  its  march  for  Dutch  Bra- 
bant. Ye.sterday  likewise,  two  battalions  c  f  the 
ICth  demi-brigade  passed  through,  taking  the 
same  route.  It  appears  that  all  the  French  troops 
on  this  destination  will  be  provisionally  stationed 
ID  garri>on  cir  cantonment  in  Ereda,  Kcrgcn-op- 
Zoom,  Bois  Ic-Duc,  Huisdcn,  Gertruydenberg, 
and  in  the  (nvirons  of  those  frontier  places,  and 
that  they  will  not  march  into  the  interior  of  the 
IJatavian  Republic,  cs«epl  in  the  case  ot  an  actual 


Hague,  --^'pril  G. — All  the  French  troops  destined 
for  our  territory  h.ive  arrived  at  Krtds,  and  in  the 
environs  ;  they  consist  of  the  2d  re^'iment  of  hus- 
sars, the  I  ith  ot  drac:oons,  the  two  first  battalions 
of  the  76th  denii-brigade  of  infantry  of  the  line, 
the  two  first  of  ihe  48th,  and  several  companies  of 
artillery. — The  Batavian  Government  has  been  in- 
formed, that  besides  the  alir)ve  troops,  it  will  re- 
ceive on  its  territory  4  battalions  of  infantry  and 
3  squadrons  of  the  ist  lesiment  of  hussars.  These 
troops  are  expected  to-morrow  at  Breda. 

Brussels,  y/f-ril  (). — Conformably  to  the  instruc- 
tions wlrich  have  been  received  from  Paris,  the 
following  military  movements  have  taken  place  : 
the  95th  demi-brigade  of  the  line  embarked  for 
Flushing,  where  it  is  now  in  garrison  ;  the  Sist 
demi-biigade,  which  was  iii  garrison  at  Bruges, 
embarked  on  the  4th  for  Zealand  ;  on  the  6th, 
about  2C0  cannoneers  embarked  for  the  same 
place.  Various  other  bodies  of  troops  are  march- 
ing towards  the  Frontiers  of  the  Batavian  Re- 
public. 

Rotterdam,  ^-^pril  \z. — By  an  express  order  from 
the  First  Consul,  the  Louisiana  expedition  is  de- 
finitively suspended.  The  French  Gen.  began  the 
day  before  yesterday  to  debark  the  troops  that 
were  on  board  the  vessels  ;  they  will  proceed  with 
the  other  troops  newly  anived  in  this  Republic, 
to  dilTerent  destinations  both  on  the  frontiers  and 
elsewhere.  In  several  of  our  towns,  among  others 
at  Numeguen  and  Grave,  their  entrance  was  at 
first  opposed  by  the  Commandants  of  the  Dutch 
garrisons  ;  but  after  an  ulterior  explanation,  these 
Conrmandants  thought  fit  to  yield  to  necessity 
and  force. — The  news  that  Flushing  has  been  put 
in  a  state  of  siege,  is  fully  confirmed.  In  the  end 
of  last  week,  an  Aid-de-Camp  of  the  First  Consul 
arrived,  to  inspect  the  means  of  defence.  The 
French  Ambassador,  Semonvillc,  sent,  at  the  same 
time,  one  of  his  Secretaries,  who  passed  through 
this  town,  with  a  particular  commission. — Gen. 
Montrichard  has,  informed  the  Government,  that, 
if  it  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  his  demands  rela- 
tive to  the  subsistence  and  pay  of  the  troops,  he 
will  quarter  ilie  soldiers  on  the  inhabitants,  as 
was  done  in  the  year  179J. 

LejJen,  yUpr'd  13. —  The  French  troops  wliich 
have  entered  Dutch  Brabant,  are  occupyinn;  suc- 
cessively the  strong  places  in  this  and  the  other 
neighbouring  Departmenis.  In  the  mean  time, 
an  English  squadron  has  made  its  appearance  ofF 
Schevening  ;  ajid  the  French  troops  which  had 
embarked  at  Helvoetsluys  for  Louisiana,  began, 
on  the  loth  inst.  to  disembark. 

DOMESTIC. 

From  ihe  L',ndon  Caxettc. — Do-WKing-Street,  JJpr'il 
]9,  1803. — 'Flie  King  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
lames  Gambler,  Esq.  to  be  his  IVIajesty's  Consul- 
Geneial  at  Lisbon. 

Bankrupts.  —  Rawstorne,  J.  Pontefract,  mer- 
ch.ant. —  Walker,  W.  jun.  Kingston-upon  Hull, 
merchant —Siade,  T.  M.  Old  Bond-street,  picture 
dealer. — H.^lstead,  R.  VV'orsthorn,  near  Burnley, 
calico  manufacturer. — Hustler,  J.  Weston  Col- 
viile,  farmer. — Dawson,  W.  Jun.  Liverpool,  mer- 
char.t. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Ch.\ng  EOF  Ministry.— Before  this  sheet 
reaches  the  bands  of  our  readers,  they  will 
have  learnt,  through  various  other  channels, 
th'.U  our  opinion,  with  regard  to  a  junctioa 
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between  Mr.  Addington   and   Mr.  Pitt,  has 
been  completely  ventied  ;  and   that,   what- 
ever other  parts  of  Mr.  Pitt's  recent  conduct 
they  may  have  to  himent,  this  sign  of  volun- 
tary debasement  is   not   to  be  added  to  the 
number. — The  negotiation,   as   it   has  been 
called,  for  a  partial   change  in  the  ministry, 
never,  we  believe,  proceeded  further  than  an 
overture  to  that  etiect,   on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Addington,     seconded,    probably,  by   Lord 
Melville  and  by  the  joint  intreaties  of  those 
gemini  of  the    ministerial    zodiac,    Messrs. 
Kose  and  Long.     Mr.  Pitt,   however,   it   is 
now  well   understood,   never  listened  to  the 
proposition  ;  and,  without  believing  his  mind 
to    have  undergone  a   complete  revolution, 
without  believing   imbecility  and  selfishness 
to  have  supplanted  wisdom  and  a   love  of 
fame,   it   is  impossible   to  suppose   that  he 
could.     P'or,  as    we   before  observed,   it    is 
evident,  that,   in  joining  the  present  minis- 
ters, he  would,  in  the  eyes  of  all    sensible 
men,  have  taken  upon  himself  the  whole  of 
the  responsibility  attached    to  every  one   of 
their  measures ;  and,   would,   besides,  have 
justly  exposed  himself  to  tlie  imputation  of 
having,  under  a  feigned  pretext,  broken  up 
the  former  ministry,  of  having  inveigled  his 
colleagues  out  of  their  share  ot  the  powers  of 
the  state,  in  order,  when  a  convenient  op- 
portunity offered,  to   resurrie  the  reins  with 
none  but  his  own  low  creatures   about  him, 
and  thus  to  become  the  unchecked  ruler,  the 
absolute  dictator  of  the  nation.     We  do 
not  congratulate  him  on  having  escaped  this 
danger;    because,    we   always   thought   his 
own  high  and  honourable  mind  a  sufhcient 
protection  against  it ;  and,   both  he  and  the 
public  will  do  us  the  justice  to  acknowledge, 
that  we  never  have,  for  one  moment,  lent  an 
ear  to  suggestions  of  an  opposite  tendency, 
though,  to  all   appearance,  coming  from  the 
ministers  themselves. — Thus  baffled  in  their 
projects,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Pitt,  we  should 
not  be   surprized  if  the   ministers  were,  in 
case  of  necessity,  to  have  recourse  to  the  old 
opposition,  who  must   be    well  convinced, 
that  they  can  never  hope  to  come  into  power 
as  a  predominant  party.     This  has  been  long 
in  contemplation,  amongst  the  Addingtons, 
and  would,  indeed,  be  no  more  than  the  ful- 
filment of  the  threat,  which  they  threw  out 
against  Mr.  Pitt,  in  January  last,  when  thty 
declared:   "   the  necessity  of  such  an  union 
"  we  can  only  in  one  case  anticipate  ;  and 
*'  that  is  one  which,  of  all  others,  we  must 
"  deprecate,   but  about  which  we  are  quiie 
^'  at  ease."     This  case  will,  probably,   very 
soon  arise,  and  we  shall  be  greatly  deceived, 
jf,  in  order  to  prolong  their  power  and  pro- 
fits for  a  few  months,  they  do  not  put  their 
jBsnace  in  execution.     Some  persons  affect 
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to  believe,   that  Messrs.  Fox,  Sheridan,  8rc. 
would  object  to  such  a  junction;   that  they 
would  refuse  to  become  the  instrumefits,  the 
mere  props  of  Addingtonian  ambition,   the 
dernier  resort,   the  pii-aller,    of  men  whom 
they  have  described  as  "  the  siilijig  pari"  of 
their  great  opponents;  but,  alas!  little  does 
he  know  of  the  majority  of  the  old  opposition, 
totally  must  he  have  forgotten  their  conduct 
for  ten  years  past,  wholmagines  that  theirzeal 
to  serve  their  country  is  to  be  restrained  by 
any  paltry  considerations  of  character.      Nor 
would  such  a  coalition  be  at  all  unpopular. 
The  Jenkinsons    and  Addingtons  have,  al- 
ready with  them,  all  the  selfish,  all  the  hypo- 
critical, and  all  the  cowardly  part  of  the  na- 
tion ;  the  old  opposition  would  bring  the  rab- 
ble ;  and,  it  would  be  to  slander  the  common 
sense  of  our  readers,  to  attempt  to  prove,  that 
thc'ie  two  classes  make  nine-tenths,  at  least, of 
the  nation  :  so  that,  amidst  the  never-ceas- 
ing din  of  "  capital,  credit  and  confidence,** 
"  and    of  cant,    cowardice,    and    clamour, 
the  voice  of  honour  and  of  wisdom  would 
be  drovv'ned,  and  the   qualities    themselves 
would  soon  be  unknown  in  the  land. — This; 
coalition,   however,  will,  as  the  Addingtons 
observed,  be  the  work  of  "  necessity,"  They 
will  not  receive  the  Maidstone  opposition,  if 
they  can   hobble  on,   in   any  way,   without 
them.     Not  that  they  will   be  restrained  by 
considerations  of  shame,  or  of  respect  for  the 
repugnant  feelings  of  their  royal  and  much- 
abused  Master  :   mterest,   their  own  private 
emolument,  is  the  only  obstacle  that  will 
stand,  and   that  already  has  stood,   in   the 
way  of  the  junction  of  which  we  are  novsr 
speaking.     I'his  interest,    this   emolument, 
will  still  urge  them  to  make  almost  any  sa- 
crifice of  public   good,   rather  than  admit 
amongst  them  any  associates  at  all,  and  par- 
ticularly such  as  have  experienced  a  twenty 
years  fast,  and  whose  voracious  appetites  no- 
thing short  of  another  Galilean  miracle  could 
possibly  siitisfy.     Well   aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty to  be  apprehended  on  this  last-men- 
tioned account,  the  ministers  will  endeavour 
to  stand  alone  ;  and,  as  they  know,  that  they 
could  not  do  so  in  open  war,  they  will  make 
another  effort  to   preserve,  not   the  "  bles- 
"  sing  of  peace,"  but  the  misapplied  vameoi 
that    blessing,  by   which   means    tliey    will 
again  have  the  approbation  of  Euonaparte, 
they  will   again   become  •'  the  frudcnt  mi- 
"  nistry  who  govern   Great   Britain,"   and 
with  this  support  at  their  back,  they  know, 
that  they  shall  be  able  to  set  at  defiance,  the 
united  forces  of  all  the    parties,  into  which 
the   slate  is  divided, — It  being  now  noto- 
rious, that  the  shallow  scheme  of  entrapping 
Mr.  Pitt,  of  bringing  in  him  and  Lord  Mel- 
ville only,  has  failed^  the  ministerial  writers 
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are  endeavouring  to  make  the  public  be-  I  amongst  a  few  inconsistent,  not  to  say  un- 
lieve,  that  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  a  further  j  principled,  political  men,  of  whom  they, 
change,  which  would  have  embraced  Lords      tiieir  King  and  their  Country  were  the  sport  ? 


Spencer  and  Grenville,  and  Mr.  Windham  ; 
but,  that  iVIr.  Addington  would  not  consent 
to  this,  and,  thereupon,  the  negotiation  broke 
off.  But,  is  there,  can  there  be,  a  man  in 
England,  one  single  man,  who  knows,  or  has 
ever  heard  of  the  character  of  these  noble- 
men, and  of  this  gentleman,  distinguished  not 
less  by  their  birth  and  by  their  talents,  than 
by  their  integrity,  and  their  high  and  ho- 
nourable way  of  thinking,  of  speaking,  and 
of  acting  ;  is  it  possible  that  any  such  man 
will  believe,  that  any  of  them  would,  on 
any  account  whatever,  become  the  under- 
lings of  the  Addingtons,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  give,  from  the  paltry  considerations  of 
place,  their  tacit  sanction  to  measures,  which 
they  have  constantly  deprecated,  as  fraught 
with  the  ruin  and  eternal  disgrace  of  their 
countf)  ?  Mr.  Windham  is,  indeed,  in  most 
of  the  writings  to  which  we  allude,  left  out 
pt  this  fabricated  proposition,  an  honour 
which  he  certainly  merit'^,  but  which  he 
ought  not  to  enjoy  at  the  expense  of  Lords 
bpencer  and  Grenville,  who  would,  with 
disdain  not  less  than  hi=,  spurn  at  such  an 
impudent  attempt  to  render  them  the  tools  of 
men,  whose  public  conduct  tFTey  have  openly 
condemned,  and  whom,  in  their  hearts,  they 
must  despise.  From  a  ministry,  made  up 
of  such  heterogeneous  materials,  what  good 
could  be  expected?  In  a  cabinet  composed 
of  such  jarring  elements,  what  harmony 
could  possibly  exist  .^  To  justify  measures 
commensurate  with  the  exigencies  of  the 
times,  the  new  ministry  must  necessarily 
begin  by  an  unreserved  exposition  of  all  the 
dangers  of  the  country  ;  and,  how  would  it 
be  possible  to  describe  and  characterise 
those  dangers,  without  an  implied,  and,  in 
many  cases,  a  clearly  expressed,  conderana 
tion  of  the  measures,  by  which  they  had 
been  produced  ?  One  half  of  a  ministry,  thus 
patched  up,  would,  on  .every  subje^ct  at  all 
connected  with  the  eftects  of  the  peace,  be 
constantly  at  war  with  the  other  half;  its 
existence,  consequently,  would  be  of  short 
duration,  and,  with  it,  v/ould  sink  beyond 
the  power  of  resuscitation,  the  character  of 
all  its  newly  acquired  members.  And,  as 
to  the  effect  which  such  a  junction  would 
have  upon  the  country  ;  would  it  inspire 
confidence  in  the  people  ?  Would  it  lend  to 
rouze  them  llom  that  death-like  disgust  and 
inditference,  into  which  they  have  sunk 
through  a  long  series  of  humiliating  and 
disgraceful  concessions?  Would  it  not,  ra- 
ther, confirm  that  disgust,  by  presenting  to 
their  view  what  they  must  regard  as  a  juggle 


In  short,  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  truth,  almost 
too  evident  to  rnention,  such  a  compromise, 
would  prove  the  annihilation  of  public  con- 
fidence ;  it  would  bereave  us  even  of  hope  j 
it  would,  at  once,  lead  this  devoted  country 
to  the  execution  of  th.it  "  death-warrant/* 
which  was  signed  on  the  first  of  October, 
1601  ! 

Peace  or  Wak  ?  — Neither,  We  shall 
have  neither  peace  nor  war;  but  a  continua- 
tion of  this  war-peace,  which  has,  for  eigh- 
teen months  past,  been  preparing  this  coun- 
try for  the  rule  of  Buonaparte  and  his  com- 
rades. The  object  of  the  ministers,  the  sole 
object  which  they  have  at  heart,  is,  to  retain 
their  places  ;  to  this  point,  and  to  this  point 
alone,  all  their  negotiations,  all  their  in- 
trigues, all  their  words,  and  all  their  silence, 
tend.  There  is  but  one  thing  in  the  world, 
about  which  they  are  more  anxious  ;  and 
that  is  their  personal  safety  1  That  secured, 
therefore,  it  is  our  full  persuasion,  as  it  iti- 
\ariably  has  been,  that  they  will  make  any 
sacrifice  that  Buonaparte  can  demand,  and 
much  greater  sacrifices,  than,  perhaps,  he 
has  hitherto  thought  of  demanding.  They 
arc,  however,  aware,  that  soraeiliing  must  be 
found  out  to  make  a  show  of  compensa- 
tion for  the  present  alarm,  stagnation  of 
commerce,  and  public  expense.  For  this 
purpose  an  accommodation,  a  mean,  sense- 
less, and  useless  accommodation,  relative  to 
Malta,  will  probably  take  place:  an  agree- 
ment may  be  lUiide  to  leave  that  post  in  our 
hinds  for  a  year  or  two  ;  and,  in  return,  we 
shall,  in  all  likelihood,  consent  to  something, 
which  will  be  ten  times  more  destructive  to 
the  essential  interests,  as  well  as  the  honour 
of  the  country.  This  has  always  been  our 
opinion  ;  it  is  so  still  ;  and,  if  it  should 
prove  unfounded,  we  shall  readily  confess, 
that,  for  once  in  our  lives,  we  have  over- 
ra'--:d  the  selfishness  and  pusillanimity  ot  the 
R  chmond-Park  Ministers.  —  Some  few 
things  it  will,  nevertheless,  be  difficult  easily 
to  get  over.  His  Majesty's  Message  states, 
as  the  leading  and  principal  cause,  of  his 
calling  upon  the  Parli.;ment,  that  France 
has  assembled  a  great  number  of  troops  in 
Holland.  It  is  notorious,  that,  since  the 
Message,  the  French  troops  in  Holland 
have  been  augmentetl  from  five  to  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  thousand,  if  we  include  those 
evidently  intended  for  the  expediton  to 
Louisiana,  who  are  now  disembarked,  and 
who  coi\ie  under  the  description  of  those, 
who  had  occasioned  the  alarm.  Will  the 
n^inistcrs^  then,  have  the  assurance  to  tell 
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Parliament,  that  the  dispute  is  settled,  and 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  ground  of  alarm  ; 
and  will  they  disembody  the  militia,  while 
these  troops,  or  any  considerable  part  there- 
of, remain  in  Holland  ?  If  there  was  not 
immivent  dangi'r  of  invasion,  it  was,  as  wc 
have  before  observrd,  not  only  wrong,  but  it 
was  absolutelv  illeg-al,  to  call  out  the  militia; 
and,  if  thu  dinger  existed,  previous  to  the 
date  of  the  me^.-iage,  it  must  continue  to 
exist,  till  the  number  of  troops  in  Holland 
be  reduced,  something,  at  least,  below  what 
it  then  was.  Will  the  people,  will  the  par- 
liament, be  satisfied  wiiha  vague  assuiance, 
th  It  the  Con^iul  of  Frunce  has  returned  to  a 
pacific  disposition?  Ashamed  as  we  are  to 
make  the  acknowledgment,  we  confess  that 
we  think  they  will.  The  Addingtons  and 
Hawkesburies  well  know  with  whom  ihty 
have  to  do.  They  well  know,  that,  in  spite 
of  a  little  huti'and  bluster,  the  word  peace, 
the  name  of  peace;  has,  in  this  humbled 
and  degraded  country,  charms  similar  to 
those,  which  poets  have  aitributed  to  music 
It  will,  however,  be  curious  to  hear  the  lan- 
guage, in  which  Mr.  Sheridan  *  will  express 
himself  on  the  approaching  occasion;  how 
he  vl'ill  lash  the  sanguinary  war  faction; 
what  pathetic  eulogiums  he  will  utter 
oh  the  lovely  goddess  of  the  olive  branch  ; 
and  with  what  a  complacent  mein  and  thea- 
trical air  he  will  put  up  his  dagger  of  lath  1 
-As  to  the  New  Opposition,  whom  the 
modest  ministers,  or  their  hirtlings  (no  mat- 
ter which)  have  denominated  a  •'  little  band 
of  BLOOD  H0UND3,"  they,  indeed,  may,  we 
hope,  be  expected  to  express  a  wish,  at  least, 
to  insiiute  some  inquiry  into  the  late  unpre- 
eedentfd  measures;  though  we  have  little 
doubt,  that  they  would  fail  of  obt:iining  it. 
The  stale  charge  of  disheartening  the  coun- 
try becoming  no  longer  suitable  to  "  exist- 
ing citcumstances"  (wretched,  destructive 
phrase  !),  the  stalerone  of  wishing  for  eternal 
luar  will  be  revived, and  will  be  persisted  in, 
with  as  much  falsehood,  and  with  more  as- 
surance, than  ever.  Never  have  these  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen,  in  any  one  instance, 
called  for  eternal  zuar.  They  have  de- 
nied the  charge,  over  and  over  again,  in 
their   places   in    Parliament.      Never  have 

*  Mr.  Sheridan,  like  FJstafF,  is  not  only  wit- 
ty himself,  but  the  occasion  of  wit  in  others.  We 
ciid  not  flatter  ourselves  that  tfie  remarks,  which 
\<i£  n\ade  on  his  famous  bluster-speech  (p.  385) 
■would  hrt.^'e  become  a  subject  for  the  iine  aits,  as 
it  has,  in  the  hands  ot  Mr,  Gilr.^y,  ot  St,  Jame.i's 
street,  who  fias  presented  our  iileas  to  the  public 
in  the  f(!rm  of  an  heroic  piciuie,  which  will,  we 
doubt  not,  tend  to  imortalize  both  the  h.ero  an<1 
the  artist.  It  is  a  striking  likeness,  and  llie  dra- 
pery is  peculiarly  appropriate. 
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they  said,  that  they  would  not,  upon  proper 
terms,  have  made  peace  with  Buonaparte. 
Never  have  they  said,  or  done,  any  thing  to 
prevent,  or  to  impfcde,  the  due  and  honour- 
able execution  ot  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace.  Look  at  the  Address,  which,  during 
the  debates  on  that  disgraceful  compact, 
they  proposed  to  be  carried  to  the  King.— 
"  We  shall,"  say  they,  "  consider  it  as  our 
"  first  duty,  as  far  as  may  depend  on  us,  to 
'•  maintain  inviolate  the  liuhlic  faith^  as  it  it 
"  pledged  by  this  treaty^  and  to  assist  His  Ma- 
*'  je^ty  in  perronning,  'u:itli  ulirightness  ani 
"  Jinnctuality,  the  engagements,  into  which. 
"  His  Majesty  has  been  advised  to  enter. 
"  But,  we  cannot  conceal  the  painful  ap- 
"  prehensions,  with  which  we  consider  the 
"  result  of  those  engagements ;  nor  can  we 
"  forbear  to  oifer  His  Majesty  our  humble 
"  and  dutiful  advice,  for  the  adoption  of 
"  such  measures,  as  can,  alone,  inouropi- 
"  nion,  under  the  blessings  of  Providence, 
"  avert  from  us  the  danj^ers,  with  which  we 
"  are  now  surrounded.  That  it  is  iniposst- 
"  bie  for  us  to  have  seen  without  the  utmost 
"  anxiety  and  alarm,  all  the  unexampled 
"  circumstances  which  have  attended  the 
"  final  conclusion  of  the  present  peace:  the 
"  extensive  and  important  sacrifices,  which, 
"  without  any  corresponding  concession, this 
"  Treaty  has  added  to  those  already  made, 
'"'  on  our  part,  by  the  preliminary  articles  : 
"  the  unlooked-for  and  immense  accessions 
"  of  territory,  influance  and  power,  which 
"  it  has  tacitly  confirmed  to  France  :  the 
"  numerous  subjects  of  clashing  interest  ani 
"  unavoidable  dishute,  which  it  has  left  en- 
"  tirely  unadjusted:  and  above  all,  those 
"  continued  and  s.y siema.tic  Jirojects of  aggran- 
"  dizemcnt,(){  which,  in  the  very  moment  of 
•'  peace,  we  have  seen  unhappily  such  un- 
"  deniable  and  convincing  evidence.  That 
"  by  relinquishing  so  many  sources  of  pros- 
"  pcriLy  in  peace,  and  so  many  bulwarks  of 
"  defence  in  war,  and  by  renouncing  at  the 
"  same  time  the  advantage  and  security  al- 
"  ways  hitherto  derived  from  the  ac- 
"  customed  renewal  of  former  treaties,  the 
"  Britidi  Government  h.as  imposed  on  itself 
"  a  greater  necessity  than  has  ever  before 
"  existed,  for  ineasures  of  increased  pre- 
"  caution,  and  for  determinations  of  un- 
"  shaken  constancy. — That  we  therefore 
"  rely  on  His  Majesty's  paternal  wisdom 
"  for  a  watc'hf  ul  and  nnremifted  attention  to  the 
"  situation  and  Jiiture  conduct  of  the  jioiver  ivith 
"  iLhom  we  have  negotiated.  And  we  think  it 
"  necessary  more  especially  to  assure  His 
"  Majesty  of  our  ready  and  firm  support  ia 
"  that  determination  which  we  trust  His 
"  Majesty  will  henceforward  steadily  pur- 
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**  sue,  of  resis/ing  every  fres/i  encroachment  (of 
*'  ivJiatever  nature),  ichich  shall  be  at  temped  on 
*'  the  77! ar it i me,  co7n77icrcinl,  or  colu7iial  rights  a/trl 
*'  interests  of  the  British  Emf7ire. — This  our 
*'  solemn  declaraiion  must,  as  we  believe, 
*'  materially  conduce  to  prevent  the  neces- 
*'  sity  which  it  is  calculated  (o  meet.  And 
*'  we  trust  that  His  Majesty  will  also  ap- 
*'  prove  of  our  desire  to  support  it  by  all 
"  practicable  ceconoiriy,  in  every  branch  of 
*'  the  public  expenditure,  and  by  a  scale  of 
*'  naval  and  military  defence  adequate  to  the 
"  extent  of  our  danger,  and  to  the  importance 
*'  of  the  interests  which  we  have  to  main- 
*'  tain. — The  anxiety  which  we  feel  in  this 
*'  respect  is  the  necessary  consequence  of 
*'  our  sincere  ijoish  for  the  jier77ianence  of  the 
*'  fiuhlic  tranquillity  which  His  Majesty  now 
"  has  re--established.  And  it  is  for  the  same 
*'  important  purpose,  that  we  also  most  car- 
*'  nestly  recommend  to  His  Majesty's  wis- 
"  dom,the  pressing  necessity  of  arranging, 
'  by  immediate  and  a77iicable  discussion,  those 
**  points  of  essential  interest,  which  had 
*'  been  adjusted  by  former  treaties,  but  for 
"  which  no  provision  has  been  made  in  this 
*'  negotiation. — -These  councils  we  subm.it 
*'  to  His  iVIajcsty  with  confidence,  in  the 
*'  present  awful  crisis  of  public  af'airs,  pre" 
"  pared  to  meet  vvilh  firmness  all  the  diffi- 
*'  culties  and  dangers  of  our  present  situa- 
*'  tion,  but  dcjirous,  above  all  things,  to 
*•'•  firomote  the  slahilitv  and  security  of  real 
'■''■  peace:  the  object  which  it  has  been  His 
*'  Majesty's  benevolent  desire,  by  such  ex- 
"  tensive  sacrifice,  to  ensure  to  his  loyal 
"  and  affectionate  people."  —  Was  this, 
then,  to  call  for  eternal  -zcar  P  Never  was 
there  so  scandalous  a  misrepresentation  of 
the  conduct  or  the  views  of  any  party,  or 
of  any  individual. — Let  the  people  now  ask 
themselves,  whether  the  apprehensions  of 
this  party  were  not  well  founded.  Has  not 
France  pursued  "  her  /7roJects  of  aggrandize- 
*'  mcni  P"  Have  not  "  numerou.  subjects 
"  of  clashing  interest  and  dis/7ivte'^  arisen  ?  Are 
we  not  sun-ounded  with  dangers  of  every 
sort?  And,  let  any  one  deny,  if  he  can, 
that,  if  the  councils  here  proposed  had  been 
followed,  we  should  never  have  been  ex- 
posed to  the  peril  and  the  contempt,  with 
which  we  are  novv  beset.  This  address  re- 
commended a  "  strict  7nai7itC7m7ice  of  tlie fiuhhc 
*■'■  faith,  as  pledged  by  the  treaty,"  a  fulfilment 
ofthe  treaty  "  with  uprightness  c.\iAp7inctuaUty.'" 
Have  the  ministers,  the  makers  and  lovers 
of  peace,  followed  this  advice?  Have  they 
*'  maintained  the  public  faith  inviolate P  "  Have 


they  fulfilled  the  treaty  with  ^'■u/rrightness  ^x\d 
''^  /tunctuality,'"  a*;  recommended  by  Lord 
Grenville,  Mr.  Vv^indham,  and  their  friends; 
France  accuses  them  of  not  having  d(me  the 
former,  and  all  the  world  knows  that  they 
have  not  done  the  latter,  because,  as  to 
several  points,  they  have  not  fuliilled  the 
treaty  at  all  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this 
very  non-fuliilmcnt,  they  have  been  com- 
pelled, at  the  end  of  ten  months  from  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  to  call  upon  the 
country  to  arm,  in  order  to  protect  itself 
against  imminent  danger  of  invasion  from 
the  power  with  which  that  treaty  was  made; 
a  danger  which  would  not  have  happened, 
if  the  councils  of  the  new  opposition  had 
not  been  rejected.  While  the  appearance  oi^ 
peace  and  amity  with  France  subsisted,  it 
was  to  be  supposed,  that  these  gentlemen 
would  continue  to  be  reproached  with  a 
fondness  of  war ;  but,  to  heartliis  reproach  «o^y, 
and  from  men,  too  who  have  already  again 
placed  the  nation  in  hostile  array  ;  to  hear 
them  arraigned  for  a  love  of  war,  as  exem- 
plified in  their  disapprobation  ofthe  treaty; 
to  hear  them  thus  arraigned,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  a  war  has  been  produced  by  that 
treaty,  argues,  on  the  part  of  their  oppo- 
nents, a  degree  of  impudence,  or  of  igno- 
rance, unparalleled. 


We  are  desired  to  say  that  our  friend  Candi- 
Dus,  of  Reading,  wlio  (avoured  us  with  the  song 
(p.  398),  entitled  "  Kob  and  the  Doctor,"  is  not 
the  same  Mr.  Candidus,  who,  some  time  ago, 
publislied  some  letters  in  a  newspaper,  called  the 
Star. 

An  Enoiishman,  on  Lord  St.  Vincent  and  the 
Navy,  bhall  appear  in  our  next  sheet. 

Mi!o-cos?.:oi'OLj3  shall  see  his  excellent  letter 
in  our  neit. 

J.  B.'s  Letter  will  appear  in  our  next.  His  ob- 
servations arc  invaluable,  and  we  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  him  for  the  pamphlet,  which  he  has 
had  the  goodness  to  offer  us. 

Philp-Melitensis  has  our  thanks,  and  shall 
certainly  have  a  plaee  in  our  next. 

Seveisal  Pieces  of  Poetry  (the  ministry  seem 
to  have  awakened  the  iWuses)  shall  be  inserted 
without  delay. 

P^  In  order  to  be  able  to  communicate  these 
articles,  and  other  important  matters,  to  our 
Readers,  we  shall,  with  our  next,  publish  a  Sui'- 
pi-EMENT.\Ry  Sheet. 

*.-f*  The  two  preceding  sheets  of  the  present  vck 
lume,  containing  Mr.  Cobbett's  first  and  second  let- 
ters to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the 
finances  of  the  country,  have  been  reprinted,  an<i 
are  now  ready  for  delivery. 


LONDON^ 


LONDON,  April  23   to  April  30,   1803. 


6Q9] 

TO  THE  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCIIEftUFR. 

SiK,— rWhcn  I  closed  my  last  letter,  I  re- 
garded the  discussion  of  your  financial  state- 
tracnts  as  being,  for  the  present,  at  an  end. 
But,  the  Account  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  for  tha  last  year,  being  now  made 
out,  and  laid  before  Parliament,  I  think  it 
right  to  enter  into  an  examinrilion  of  it,  as 
far  as  it  tends  to  elucidate  the  points,  which 
I  have  already  discussed. 

To  describe  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
more  fully  than  I  have  hitherto  done,  may 
be  necessary  for  the  information  of  some 
few  of  my  readers,  and,  I  do  really  believe, 
that  it  is  not  altogether  unnecessary  with  re- 
spect to  yourself. — The  Consoltdatei") 
Fund  consists  of  the  net  produce  of  all  the 
pernicinent  taxes,  whether  arising  from  Cus- 
toms, Excise,  Stamps,  Letters,  or  A'^'^i^ss- 
ments,  including  Imprest  Monies,  and  jMo- 
nies  repaid,  which,  indeed,  makes  the  whole 
of  the  Public  Income  of  the  country,  ex- 
cept the  produce  of  the  annual  Land  and 
MaltTaxand  the  profits  of  the  Lottery.  This 
Consolidated  Fund  is  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  management,  ike.  of 
the  National  Debt,  and  also  of  the  Civil 
List  and  of  the  special   grants  made  by  the 

Account  of  tiie  Consolidated  Fund  of  Great 
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Parliament.     Whatever,  therefore  is,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  brought  into  the  Conso« 
lidated  Fund,  more  than   is  required  to  an- 
swer these  permanent  charges,  is  called  the 
Surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,    and    is, 
together  with  the  annual  Land  and  M;dl  tax, 
the  Lottery,  and  any  other  temporary  resour- 
ces, applied  to  the  purpose  of  iTiaintaining  the 
army,  navy,  and  ordnance,  and   to   the    dis- 
charge of  such    miscellaneous   expenses   as 
may  arise  within  the  year. —  In  making  out 
the  account   of  the    Consolidated    Fund,  it 
is  the  custom  to  state,  first  the  income  aris- 
ing from  the  taxes  collected  within  the  year, 
and,  on  the  otlier  side,    the  charoe  on  ac- 
count of  the  National  Debt,  Civil  List,  and 
Parliamentary   Grants;   after  whicli  are  sta- 
ted, on  tile  income  side,  such  heads  of  re- 
ceipt as  do  not  regularly  occur,  and,  on  the 
expenditure  side,  those  payments  for  v/hich  no 
permanent  provision  is  made,  and  also  those 
which  casually  occur.     The  right-hand  co- 
lumn, on   the   expenditure  side,  shews   the 
payments  that  will  be  necessary  for  the  year 
after  that  for  which  the  account  is  made  out. 
Such  is  the  nature  of  the  following  account, 
lately  laid  before  Parliament,  and  dated  on 
the  25th  of  March,  1803. 

Britain  for  the  Year  ended  5th  January,  1S03. 


INCOME. 


Amount  of  Taxes  collected  in 
the  year,  ei.dcd  5th  Janu 

aiy,iSo3 

Money  paid  in  by  A.  Newland 

and  for  dock-duty. .  . . 
Arrears  of  Voluntary  Contri- 
butions     

Add.  Assessed  Taxes 
Income  Duty  Ao.  1799 
1800 
1801 
Goods  &  Shipping  1798 
Brought  to  this  Account  fronr. 
Supplies  i8oa  and  1803,  to 
replace  the  like  Sum  paid 
out  of  theConsolidatedCiis- 
toms  for  Bounties  on  Corn, 
Meal,  Flour,  and  Rice  im- 
ported       

Total  Ihcomeof  the  Con  ^ol.") 
Fund  for  the  Year  ended  i 
Jth   Jan.  1803 ., ,.  J 

Vop.  Ill, 


Paid  in  Year, 

LXPENDiTURE.   ended  5th  January 


;^.  s.     d.  .Charges  on   the 

Fund  for  Debt, 

•3;7i9,'J7a     4     7       Civil  List,  and 

grants    .... 

i8,z39  15     7^' 

|ToT.Masham,& 
5,000     o    o  j     R.  Clark .... 

47,1^5  II  n 

30,097   13     jA  Additional  per 

1x9,235     7     7^1    niancnt  charge 

T,zS6,6i5     8  —      for  Grants,  &c 

49,143   19     3:? 

Additional  tem- 
porary charge 


£ 


Future  annual 
Charge. 


d. 


2,166,875     8  lod 


32,4:3.605     9  — 


On  account  loan 
to  Jimperor  .. . 


Tot.  payment ~J 
and  future  > 
charge  ....  J 


14,961,267  12     0115,458,364  16     94 
36,500     o 


134,695  17   H 

37,450   I    5 

497,591     8    o 


•5)667,504  19    o 


X 


132,500    o 


uncertain. 


uncertain. 


:5,5  90,864  16     9I 


oil]  COEBETT'S  ANN 

Now,   Sir,  after  observing,   ihit  tiie  last 
column  ot  this  accnuin  is   intt;ndcd  to  show 
vhat  will  be  the  charge  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  ior  this  f-rcs:nt  iVur,  ai^d  for  each  fntur^ 
•  t'^r, unless  the  debt  or  civil  listbeincreased,  I 
shall    proceed   to   draw  Iroin    the    materials 
belorc  me  a   clear  and  indubitable  proof,  of 
the  correctness   of  my  former    statements, 
end  of  the  fallacy  of  yours,   respecting   the 
amount  of  the  surplus  of  this  fund. — The 
total  income  is,  we  see,  ot32, 423,005,  and 
the   total   charge,   c   expenditure,  for  this 
present  year,  is  £25,5QO,t6-k,  which,  allow- 
ing the  income  of  this  year  to  be   equal   to 
the   last,   leaves   a   surplus  of  ai6,832,741  ; 
anl,   as  yen,   in  your  Vv'ays  and  Means  of 
JOih  Dec.   counted  upon  only  ci. 6,500^000, 
iit  would,  to  a  shallow  observer,  appear,  that 
you  had  under-rated  your  resources,  instead 
of  justifying  the  charge  of  exaggeration  and 
deception,  which  I   preferred,  and  v.hich  I 
still  prefer,  against  you. — I  might  fiist   re- 
mark,   as  to  ths  expenditure,  that  under  all 
the  heads,   where  the   amount  is  uncertaifi, 
rothing  at  all  is  placed,  through  it  is  quite 
certain  that  something  will  be  wanted   under 
iuonI  of  ihem.     By  looking  back  into   the 
detail  of  the   account   (wiiat  I  have  taken 
being  only  the   recapitulation),   it    v.'ill    be 
perceived,    that   the    exact   amount    of    the 
charges  for  the  police  offices,   for  instance,   i 
bt-ing  uncertain,   they  are  not  included   in 
the  expenditure  of  the  present,   though  they 
amounted,  la^t  year,  to  more  than  0^20,000. 
i   will    luot,   however,    dispute   about    these 
uncertainties;   but  will    take  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  present  year  as  you   have  given 
it.     Coming,   then,   to  the  income   side  of 
the  account,  vx'e  see  the  sum  of  .^32,423,(505, 
being  the  total  amount  of  the  income,  dur- 
ing the  year  ended  5th  January,  1S03.  But, 
Sir,  the  total  amount  of  the  income  of  this 
prs.'ent  year  will  fall  short  of  this  sum,  un-    j 
less  new  taxes  are   imposed   to   a   very  con- 
siderable amount ;  because,  during  last  year, 
as  I   am   now   about    to  show,   large  sums 
■were  brought  to  this  account,  from  sources, 
^vhich  are  :  oiv  drie'd  up,  as  will  be  instantly 
perceived  by  looking  at  the  seven  last  men- 
tioned heads  on  the  income  side  of  tlie  ac- 
count,  to  which   I    beg  leave   to  refer   you, 
before  you    proceed  another  step. ^Arrears 
of  I'oiwitary  contributions  are   at   an  end  ;   so 
are  those  ot  addiiiu7:al  assessed  taxes  ;  so  arc 
thos^i  of  iiieojue  tax;  and   so   are   those  of 
goods   and   shipping,    commonly  and   most 
jocularly  called  convo\  duty.     All  these,  it  is 
well  known,  are  no  more ;  and,   therefore, 
■whp-tever  sum,    arising  from  them,   is   to  be 
found  incli.dtd  in    tne  uiconie  of  last  year, 
must  be  deducted  in  our  estimate  of  the  in- 
come ci   the  present  year.     The  seventh 
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head    of  these   tempcrary   resources  is   the 
amount  of  bounties  ok  c.crit^  meal,  fiOur,  and 
rice  imported.     And  here  I  must  say  a  word 
or  two  by  way  of  explanation.     Here  is  the 
sum  of  .i2,l')6,8;'5,  which  is  to  be  brought 
to   the  Consolidated  Fund   out  of  the  Sup- 
plies  for  1S02  and  1S03,    to  replaee  a   like, 
sura,  which  had  been  paid  out  of  the  Fund 
for  the  said  bounties.     This  is   fair  enough, 
upon  the  whole,  but  very  fallacious,  shame- 
fully, I  had  almost  said,  detestably  fallacious, 
as  to  the  opinion  which  it  is  calculated    to 
give  of  the   i-icone  oi  1602,    that   is  of  last 
year.     The  bounties  on  corn,  iS>:c.  imported, 
are  paid  at  the  Custom-house,  out  of  the 
duties  received   there;    and,   of  course,    as 
their  amount  is  witli-held  from  the  net  pro- 
duce of  the  taxes  which  go   to   the   making 
up  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,   that  amount 
should   be   brought  into  the  Fund  again  in 
the  viaiuier  that  it  is  here  brought ;   but,  as- 
suredly,  no   more  should   have    been    thus 
brought  into  the  fund  of  last  year,  than  was 
paid  at   the  Custom-house  during  last  year. 
The  fact  is,  however,   that,   under  the  head, 
of  whicli   I    am   now  spe.iking,  ttjuo  years' 
corn  bounties  are  included  !    Those  paid  iti 
ISOl,  and  those  paid  in  1S02  !     And,   that 
which  should  7wt  have  been  itjcluded  maies 
mare  ihaii  t=ii:o  thirds  of  the  whole  sum  !   To 
Eord  Auckland  1  owe  infinite  oblijinlions  j 
!  look  towards  him  with  a  sort  oi  filial  gra- 
titude ;    but,  in  nothing  has  he  been  so  truly 
paternal  as  in  producing  the  Custom-house 
accounts,   by  which  I  have  been  enabled  to 
detect   this  instance  of  more   than  Flemish 
fraud.      Look,  Sir,  at  the  Custom  house  ac- 
count for  1S02,  that  is  for  last  year,  for  the 
year  of  which  you  have  here  given  us  an 
account  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  you 
will    find   that  there   was    only  of715,323, 
paid   during    the  year,   for    corn    bounties. 
This,  therefore,   was   the  sum  which  should 
have  been  replaced  in  theaccountof  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  for  that  year,  but  you  have  ;v- 
placed  it  with  e£2,l6d,b75  !  !.  !  "  To  replace," 
say  you,  "  a  like  sura/^zii/  out  of  the  CcrisoU- 
"  dated  Fund."     You  do  not  say,   paid  out 
of  the  fund  during  the  year  for   which    the 
accouiii  is   made  up  :  you  do  not  s(:y  this, 
indeed;   but   do  you   not  leave  it   to   be  so 
understood  ?  You  are  not,  in  general,  spar- 
ing of  print  and  paper;  and  why  not,  then, 
make  two  lines  of  this  credit,   distinguish- 
ing  the  sum  paid  for  corn  bounties,  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund   of  last  year,   from 
the  sum    paid  out  of  the  fund  of  the  yeat 
before  }    Was  it  not  natural  to  do  so  ?    AVas 
it  not  necessary?  And,  though  the  account, 
as  it  now  stands,    is    not  absolutely  false, 
does  it  not  leave  a  falsehood  to  be  infer'ed, 
and  are  you  not,,  if  for  tbii  reason  oaly. 


(Jl3]  APRIL  23  TO 

f^urly  chargeable  with  ignornnce,  or  with 
deception  ? — While,  bowrvf-r,  I  make  all 
these  deductions  from  the  total  amount  of 
the  income  ot'  hist  year,  I  must  make  one 
gddit'wn  ;  to  wit  :  the  jirobable  further  pro- 
duce of  the  new  taxes,  imposed  last  year.  As 
these  taxes  were  not  in  operation  'till  the 
middle  of  May,  they  did  not  yield  so  much 
by  nearly  one  half,  last  year,  as  they  will 
yield  this  year,  and,  therefore,  tlie  further 
produce  ot  them  must  be  added  to  the  in- 
come of  last  year,  in  order  to  come  at  the 
income  of  this  year,  and  to  ascertain  t!ie 
amount  of  this  year's  surplus.  The  further 
produce,  of  wliich  1  am  here  speaking,  was 
estimated  by  you  at  ^2,000,000.  That 
this  is  calculating  to  the  full  height  will 
appear  very  plain,  when  it  is  known  that 
these  new  taxes,  from  12lh  of  May  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  produced  only  ^i  l,f)57,340. 
]  will  not,  however,  dispute  about  this :  I 
will  allow  the  ci 2,000,000  to  be  added,  and 
then  the  result  will  be  as  follows : 

TotalIncqme  of  theconsolidatcd  fund, 
in  tlie  year  which  ended  on  ilie  jth 
of  January,  i8o^,  including  arrears 
ot  inc  imc  t^ix,  <?cc.  &;c ^^32, 4.23,60^ 

Add,  tor  further  produce  of  new  taxc;, 
which  were  imposed  last  yea,r,  but 
which  were  under  collection  only  part 
of  the  year 1,000,000 

34,423,605 
Peduct.  Arrears  of  volun- 

laiy  contributions  5,000 
Aneare   of    addi- 
tional as.-cfsed  tax- 
es         47.1-i 

Income  duty  (  j). .     2,-05,267 

Convoy  Duty.  .  . .  4';;,l43 

• Corn-bounties  not 

paiilout  of  the  cus- 
toms of  last  year, 
and.  therefore,  not 
to  be  incluJcd  iri 
the  income  of  tha^ 
year i,45i,55i 

3,8;?!,c87 

ToTAi,  Incoms  of  tlie  consolidated 
fuiul,  in  (his  present  year,  ending  the 
fthof  |anuarv,  1804,  unless  increased 
by  more  new  taxes 30,565,518 

Deduct  total  annual  charge  upon  this 
fund,  as  the  said  cliarge  is  statcvl  at 
the  foot  of  the  preceding  ofFicial  ac- 
count     2-,590'S64 

Actual  .Surplus  of  the  rorf-oiidated 
fund  for  this  present  year,  ending  5th 
January,  1804 _^4,9-4,')C4 


([}  Besides  the  tine.- sums  of  arrears  stated  in 
the  recapitulation  of  the  pieceding  account,  there 
are  three  o  ir  sums,  stated  under  tlie  detailed 
heads  i)t  inc  i;ie  ai  ising  from  the  sources  of  I-9S, 
1795,  and  180C.    These  make,  to^etricrX869,3 19. 
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This  statement.  Sir,  is  fair,  clear  and  cor^ 
rect.  Every  thing  that  you  can  possibly 
ask  is  allowed.  1  have  taken  your  owq 
figures,  and  by  those  very  figurrs  liav« 
produced  a  result,  which  incontestibly  provt.q 
the  deception,  contained  in  your  w.^.ys  and 
means,  laid  before  Parliament  on  the  10th 
ot  December.  In  those  ways  and  means  f  p 
defraying  the  expense*  of  the  army,  navy, 
ordnance,  and  miscellanies  for  x[\\t  prcseii, 
year,  ending  5th  Jan.  1S04,  you  took  credit 
for  oi  0,500,000.  (2)  as  the  surplus  of  the  con-, 
soli  dated  finid  An\:\n>^  the  presnit  u-ar^  andj, 
unless  your  accounts  now  laid  before  I'av^ 
liament  are  false,  or,  unless  you  augment 
the  income  of  the  fund  by  n.i  w  ta^^ea  im- 
posed this  year,  I  have  proved,  that  the  saicV 
surplus  will  amount  to  no  more  thar> 
0^4,974,6^4,  a  sum  which  falls  J.  l,525,34fik 
short,  not  only  of  your  estimate  of  the  surn 
plus,  but  of  the  credit  luhich yQii  tosh  an  ac-: 
count  thereof,  in  your  ways  and  means  oj 
the  10th  of  December  last.  To  this  pointy 
vSir,  I  wish  to  hold  vou.  You  have  assevted,. 
in  the  face  of  the  House  ofCominoas,  that 
tlie  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund  \vill^ 
during  ihc  present yt'.ir,  and  upon  the /rc'.u'.-.J- 
taxes,  amount  to  ,4.0,500,000  at  least  ^  1  as- 
sert, that  if  your  account  of  last  year  he  not 
false,  the  said  sui^ilns  will  amount  to  only 
ci 4,974,054,  or  thereabouts..  Here  we  are, 
at  issue.  Time  alone  can  tonally  decide  be» 
tvveen  us;  but,  in  the  interim,  1  hope  ili«. 
Parliament  and  the  people  will  perceive,  that 
the  iirounds  of  your  esiiniate  have  be*"!!; 
proved  to  be  false,  and  ih.it  they  v..ill  vicv.' 
all  your  fiAlure  estimates  with  that  degree  of 
caution   and  distrust,  v. hich  yoiir   p;ist  a.ve 

calculated  toexciie. 1  am.  ic.  !kc. 

\Vm.  Cobbltt. 
DukeSu-eet,  Iflstr.  26  Jpril,  1803. 

P.S. — SiK,  In  my  la^t  letter  (see  p  5S6), 
I  took  notice  of  an  error,  a  falsehood-,  in  the; 
ac^omit  of  British  produce  and  maiiufaclures  f.v- 
portfd.  The  olHcial  value  of  that  produce 
and  of  those  manutactui\'s,  exported  in  1601, 
is,  in  the  account  which  wa^s  lately  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  stated  at  ci25,Duu,80y, 
v.iiereas,  in  the  account  laid  before  the  House- 
last  year,  the  said  value,  for  the  same  year, 
ISOl,  was  stated  at  <i25,7i9,P79>  making  a 
ditference  of  ei20,17O.  In  my  remarks  oa 
this  error  (if  it  can  be  one),  I  observed,  that 
one  oi  the  two  accounts  must  be  false;  but, 
there  is  eveiy  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  last 
year's  account  was  corrfct,  and,  of  course, 


whicli  added  to  the  total  of  th.e  three  sum5  :pcc  • 
tied  in  liic  iccapituiaiiiui,  pioduce  a  total  of 
^'2, 305, :(i7.  as  is  here  rt^ted. 

(2)  Stc  ;he\Vays  and  Mcauf. — R.egi$tcr,  Vol.11. 
p.  7 So. 
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that  the  falsehood  attaches  to  that  of  this 
}ear;  for,  I  find  the  account  of  last  year  to 
correspond  precisely  wiih  the  statement,  on 
this  head,  included  in  tlie  financial  resolu- 
tions, which  were  passed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  22d  of  June  1802.  In 
order  to  show  the  probable  intention  of  this 
error,  1  will  just  repeat  this  part  of  the  two 
accounts. 


Arc.  presented  last  year. 


Yr 

I7;9 
1800 
1801 


^.  Value,  i. 
19,672,503 
24,084,213 
24,304,;  83   13 


Ace.  presented  this  yc^r 
Yrs.         '    "  " 
1793 
T709 
1800 
1808 


jC-  Value. 

i. 

d. 

19,672,503 

Q 

24,1  84,;  13 

10 

24,^04, :M:, 

I  > 

6 

1^,699,809 

6 

I 

27,012,108 

3 

10 

Now,  Sir,  it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  this 
"RMS  a  mistake  hi  casting  up,  because  it  lies 
not  in  one  figure  only,  but  in  several^  and  in 
the  fractional  suras  also.  Neither  can  it 
have  been  occasioned  by  sums  having  been 
before  inadvertantly  brought  down  into  ISOl, 
which  really  belonged  to  ISOO;  for,  as  to 
all  the  former  years  the  two  accounts  exactly 
agree.  The  sum  of  cf 20,1/0,  therefore, 
which  is  taken  from  1801,  must  be  now  in- 
cluded in  1S02;  and,  what  is  the  conse- 
quence .'  It  just  tmns  the  corner  of  the  million, 
and  the  first  class  of  figures,  which  imme- 
diately and  mo^t  powerfully  strikes  the  eye, 
is  thus  falsely  swelled  from  26  to  2/  millions. 
It  happens,  too,  rather  singularly,  that  the 
third  figure,  the  figure  expressing  hmidrcds 
cf  thousands,  in  the  year  1801,  is  lowered  by 
the  same  cause  from  7  fo  6.  This  looks 
very  much  like  an  intentional  imposition ; 
and,  though  one  ought  not  hastily  to  impute 
such  an  intention  to  accounts  coming  under 
the  signature  of  so  respectable  an  officer  as 
Mr.  Ikving,  yet,  every  discordance  between 
two  official  papers,  from  the  same  authority, 
ought  to  be  fully  and  satisfactorily  eluci- 
dated.—The  papers,  to  which  I  am  refer- 
ring, are  not  reprints  from  the  parliamentary 
papers,  but  the  parliamentary  papers  them- 
selves j  and,  1  repeat,  that  tlie  last  men- 
tioned paper  was  produced  at  the  request, 
and  on  ihe  motion,  of  Mr.  George  Rose, 
whilom  Secretary  of  the  TieasL;ry,  who 
has  not,  that  I  havi-  heard  of,  pointed  out  the 
disagreenient  between  it  and  the  last  year's 
account  — You  will  say,  perhaps,  that  you 
could  not  have  any  dishonest  purpose  in  view, 
because  the  papers  speak  not  of  money  pass- 
ing through  your  liands,  but  of  sums  merely 
showing  the  fciale  of  trade.  Very  true,  Sir; 
I  never  said,  nor  did  1  ever  think,  nor  do  1 
even  now  think,  that  you  would  rob  the 
Exchequer.  The  atten:pt  of  the  Plymouih 
Tinker  has  riveited  your  moral  honesty  in 
the  mind  of  every  man  who  has  heard  of  the 
transaction.     But,  because  1  regard  you  as  a 


strictly  honest  man,  in  the  moral  sense  of  ihe 
word  honest,  I  am  not  to  shut  my  eyes 
against  the  falsehoods  which  appear  in  your 
financial  statements;  nor  am  I  bound,  as 
your  parlizjns  .stem  to  contend,  to  attribute 
those  falsehoods  to  mere  ignorance,  and  want 
of  capacity.  The  House  of  Commons,  "  the 
"  guardians  of  the  public  purse,"  resolve, 
upon  a  motion  of  yours,  that  the  official  va- 
lue of  the  British  produce  and  manu- 
factures expoited  in  1801,  amounted  to 
of  2o,/  19, 97(;).  I8s.  6J;  and,  the  account  now 
presented  to  the  PIou  .e  of  (.  ommons,  says, 
that  that  very  same  produce,  and  these  very 
same  manufactures,  amounted  to  no  more 
than  f  25,699,809.  6s.  ]d  Either,  therefore, 
the  House  of  Commons  did,  upon  your  mo- 
tion, make  a  false  resolution,  or,  the  ac- 
count, now  presented  to  that  House,  is  false. 
— That  you  may  be  able  to  prove  this  false 
statement  to  have  arisen  from  some  clerical 
error,  ought  to  be  the  wish  of  every  onej 
for,  unless  you  do  it,  what  reliance  can  we, 
in  future,  be  reasonably  expected  to  place  on 
any  public  account  whatever?  Ma.sses  of 
figures  may  be  presented  to  our  eyes,  and 
results  may  be  drawn  from  them  ;  but  who, 
if  this  matter  be  not  satisfactorily  explained, 
will  attach  any  belief  to  either  .' — But,  Sir,  a 
more  weighty  consideration  is,  the  contempt, 
to  which  these  contradictory  statements  tend 
to  expose  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
people  have  been  accustomed  to  look  up  to 
that  body  as  the  watchful  guardians  of  the 
public  treasure;  as  the  effectual  check  upon 
those,  through  whose  hands  that  treasure 
passes;  and  must  not  this  confidence  be 
shaken,  when  accounts,  such  as  I  have  been 
speaking  of,  are  sent  iorih  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Flouse  of  Coraa^sons  ?  If  an  error 
cf  twenty  thousand  pounds  can  pass  un- 
noticed in  one  account,  why  not  in  another  .•' 
And,  if  twenty  thousand,  why  not  a  mil- 
lion ? 


THE    GRAND    CO  N.-;u  LT  ATI  ON. 

^mhuha'iarinn  Collegia  Phiirmncofol'C. 

HoR.  Sat.  II.  Lib.  i. 

I. 

ir  t];e  health,  and  the  strength,  and  the  pure  vital 

breath, 
Of   Old   England,   at  last,   mu;,t  be  Docior'd   to 

death, 
Oh  !   why  nuist  we  die  of  One  Doctor  alone  ? 
And  why  must  that  Dt>ct  -r  he  just  sucli  a  one — • 
As  jJoctui  HiiNuy  Addington  \ 

II. 
Oh  !  where  is  the  great  Doctor  DoMiNicETrr, 
With  iiis  Stews,  and  liis  Flues,  and  his  Vapours  to 

sweat  ye  ? 
Oh  !  where  is  that  Prince  of  all  Mountebank  Fame, 
With  his  Haths  of  hut  earth,   and  his  Beds  of  liot 
name — 

Oh  I  where  is  Doctor  Graham  ? 
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Where   are   Somnambule   Mesmers'  Convulsions 

Magnetic  ? 
Where  is    Mversbach,    renowned     for  his    skill 

diuretic  ? 
Where  is  Perkins,  with  Tractors  of  magical  sV:ilI  ? 
Where's   the    Anodyne   Necklace  of  Basil   Bur- 

CHELL  ? 

Oil!   where  is  the  great  Van  Butchell  ? 
IV. 
Where's  SangradoRusH,  so  notorious  (or  i/kejings; 
Where's  Rumford,  so  laniM  lor  his  Writings  and 

Readings  ; 
Whtre's  that  Count  of  the  Keti  le,  that  friend 

to  the  belly, 
So    renown'd    lor    transforming   Old    Bones    into 
jelly- 
Where,  too,  is  the  great  Doctor  Kelly  ? 

V. 
While   Sam   Solomon's   Lotion    the    public   ab- 
sterges, 
He  gives  them  his  gold*,  as  well  as  his  purges ; 
But  07ir  frufcal  Doctor,  this  practice  lo  shun. 
Gives  liis  F///j  to  the  Puhlic,  the  Ptih  to  his  Son  ! 
Oh!  tie!  lie  I   Doctor  AuuiNeruN  ' 
Oh!  Where  is  Doctor  SuLoMON  ? 

vr. 

Where  are   a!l  the  great  Doctors  ?     No  longer  we 

want 
This  farrago  of  Cowardice,  Cunning,  and  Cant  ; 
These  Braggarts !  that  one  moment  know  not  what 

fear  is, 
And  the  next  moment,  trembling,  no  longer  know 

where  is — 

Lord  H AW KESB cry's  March  to  Paris  ? 

vn. 

Then  for  Hobart  and  Sullivan,  Hawkey  and 

Hf  RVEV  — 

For   Wallace   and   Castlereagu,    Behke    and 

Glenbervie  — 
For   Eden    and   VVileerforce,    TvL'IRKiiam    and 

Shee — 
Give  us   Velno   and  Anderson,  Leake,  Spils- 

B  U  R  Y  — 

Doctor  Ball,  Doctors  E^odum  andBREE. 
VIII. 
And    instead   of    the    Jack-Pudding    Bluster   of 

Sherry, 
With  his  "  dagger  of  lath,"  and   his  Speeches  so 

men  y !  -f 
Let  us  brmg  to  the  field  — every  foe  to  appal  — 
Aldini's  Galvanic  deceptions — and  all 

The  slight  of  hand  trich  of  Conjuror  Val. 

IX. 

So   shall   GoLDfNG    and  Bond,    the   Doctor's    tall 

yeomen. 
Dame  Hiley,  Dame  Bragge,  and  the  other  old 

women. 
For  new  Mountebanks   chang'd,  their  old  tricks 

bid  farewell  to, 
And  the   fam'd  d'lVERNois     iiis   Arithmetic   sell 

to — 
That  wonderful  wonder,   the  great  Kat- 
terff.lto. 


*  Vide    in    D^ily    Papers,    Doctor    Solomon's 
Charitable  Sulv;criptioi;s  and  Abstergent  Lmion. 

_t  See  Mr.  Gilray's  admirable  Caricatme,  en- 
titled "  DviWiatk  Loyally,  or  the  Piitriotic  Ccunfe  of 
*•  iifuTiy  AndrcWi'  just  |)ul)lishtd. 


X. 


So  shall  England,    escap'd  from  her  "  safe  politi- 
cians," 

Such  an  Army  array  of  her  Quacks   and   Physi- 
cians— 

Such   Lotions   and   Potions,    Pills,    Lanctts,  and 
Leeches, 

That  Mass  en  A  shall  tremble,  our  coast  when  he 
learhcs, 

And  the  Consul  himself — his  breeches. 


THE    doctor  S    mode    OF    PRACTISE    PROVED    TO    BE 
NEITHER    NEW    NOR.     SUCCESSFUL. 

As  Sangrado,  with  whom  you're  acquainted  by 

reading, 
Prcscrib'd,  in  all  cases,  hot-tuater  and  Heeding; 
And  thus,  in  a  tiice,  all  his  patients  <Iid  kill  : 
So,  witli  equ.il  success  and  political  skill, 
Like  his  hi  other  empiric,  our  Doctor  proceeds— 
In  /ii.l-iu,it-i  he  keeps  us,  and  copiously  bUciL. 

Anti-S.vn'grado. 

PUBLIC  PAPER^^  " 

A>  jeteconcerning  theforeigmts  estahliihedin  the  Coloniii 
rf  Mailiniquc  and  St.  Lucia. —  -T^oth  Pluviose,  11//;  ycur, 
— Loms-lk'iinas  Villutct  J'.yiine,  Captain  Gcnfial  cf 
Maitinique  and  St.  Lucia;  and  Ch.ttlcs  Henry  Btrti^^ 
Counnllor  cf  State,  Cilonial  Prefect  'jf  the  said  Lland, 
— Ou  examinkition  of  the  letters  patent  of  the  month 
of  Oct.  i;27,  and  the  treaty  of  Amiens  between  the 
Fr.  Republic  and  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.— Inconsequence  of  the  just  reprcsi;ntations  of 
the  French  mei chants  with  regard  to  tlie  liberty  with 
which  foreigners  continue  to  tiad^;  at  Martinique  and 
St.  Lucie,  .since  the  said  Islands  have  been  restored 
to  France. — Considering  that  the  justice  and  interests 
of  governments  require  that  the  trade  of  their  re- 
spective Colonial  possessions  should  be  exclusively 
reservid  to  the  trade  of  the  mother  country. — That 
tbe  same  principle,  acknowledged  by  all  nations  and 
enforced  by  the  laws  of  all  commercial  countries,  has 
been  lately  sanctioned  a^^ain  by  the  last  treaty  of 
pcacebct  ween  Franceand  England. — Consideringthat 
the  authorities  of  those  Colonies  have  given  to  fo- 
reigners, by  the  fiicility  left  to  them  until  this  day  to 
carry  on  trade,  a  sufficient  proof  of  their  wish  to  en- 
tertain and  increase,  if  possible,  that  harmony  and 
friendly  connexion  existing  between  their  respective 
governments. — And  lastly,  considering  that  the  losses 
and  wants  of  all  description,  supported  by  the  French 
trade  during  the  war,  makes  it  a  duty  forgovern- 
irient  to  assist  the  restoration  of  the  same  by  every 
possible  means. — Resolve: — I.  All  dispositions  o'f 
the  letters  jiatent  of  the  month  of  Oct.  1  7:27,  aiid  es- 
pecially those  of  the  title  Cth,  concerning  foreigners 
established  in  the  Colonies,  which  dispositions  have 
not  been  since  repealed  by  any  subsequent  laws,  or- 
din:inces,  regulations  or  arretes,  shall  be  fulfilled  ac- 
cording to  their  form  and  tenor. — II.  The  delay 
granted  to  foreigners  by  the  letters  patent  to  put  aix 
end  to  their  comm-rcial  business  is  fixed  to  the  1st 
Messidor  next  ('ioth  June,  1803,  O.  S.j — III.  Fron^ 
that  date  of  the  1st  Messidor,  all  stores  occupied  by 
foreigners  are  to  be  ceded  in  priference,  on  even 
oficrs,  to  the  Merchants  or  Captains  of  French  ves- 
sels.— IV.  All  contracts,  notes  of  hi^nd,  transactions 
or  bonds  made  alter  ihedute  of  tfie  1st  AJes^idi^r  next, 
with  foreigners,  concerning  operations  ot  commerce, 
or  trade,  either  on  their  account  or  as  attornies,  even 
Fre;ich  l;ou<es  of  trade,  shall  be  void,  and  shall  not 
be  capable  Of  binding  th.e  parties,  unles.s  it  be  for 
final  settlements  of  business,  or  of  commercial  part- 
nership.—  All  public  ofticers  are  forbidden  to  make 
out,  ■:,iiiaoi  even  icceivcmeh  mitiuments  of  wfitSng, 


^m 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


t62d 


f.rm  the  above  datr,  under  penalty  of  6000  livrc?, 
ah;i  df  bcin-  -uijcrscdcd  o<  their  funetions  durinc;  3 
5't-ars. — V.  A'l  i-'rench  nierehants  a>Kl  traders  in  Mar- 
lirjique  or  St.  Lucia  who  may  liavc  cleiks,  partners, 
il^Ktiis,  factors,  or  other  forei,E;n  j)ersons  concerned  in 
their  comiiiereial  business,  or  who  interfere  therein, 
either  diret:tly  or  indirectlv,  are  ordertd  to  dissdhd 
hll  connexions  of  the  kind  that  may  eiist  with  thern, 
r*£!tvveCi1  this  ahd  the  1st  iMessidor  next  (-JOth  Jiine, 
1803),  under  pain  again^t  the  merchants  and  traders. 
Of  a  fiiie  of  6000  Uvres  ;  and  as;ainst  the  foreigners,  of 
being  sentulT  the  Colony  — One  half  of  the  fines  deter- 
mined shall  be  given  to  the  persons  who  will  give  rio- 
tic«  of  tbe  offenders  ap;ainst  the  preceding  disposi- 
tiensi — yi.  Fcrtigners  oVriting  landed  property^  ef 
Houses,  stores,  or  aiiy  establishments  w'hatsoever, 
bthers  than  commercial  property,  are  allowed  to  en- 
jf>y  fi'ecly;  and  to  regulate,  administer  and  govern 
the  same  either  by  Cheii'  own  hands,  or  by  others  on 
their  account  ;  and  to  coDihiue  to  reside  in  these 
Colonics  under  the  same  piivilc'e  and  prt/tecti(>n  that 
the  laws  and  government  allow  to  such  French  citi- 
ZeiiS  as  are  proprietors  or  cultivators. — \  II.  Such  of 
the  said  forei;1;ners  w-hose  intention  will  not  be  to  re- 
feide.  in  the  said  cdlotiies,  will  under  the  same  protec- 
ticJn  enjoy  the  facility  granted  to  them  by  the  20th 
art.  of  the  treaty  of  Am  ens.— Vtll.  The' execution 
ff  ihi  pt-escht  arrete  is  etur^tsted  to  the  Inspection 
tsf  rxW  functionaries  and  citizens  invested  with  a  public 
Ruthority;  The  offences  against  the  regulations  it 
f.ontaitts  shall  be  pro.secuted  thfough  the  commis- 
fei;rif*s  of  goTcrnment  near  the  tribunals. — The  same 
Shall  be  translated,  prihted,  published,  posted  up, 
fend  enregistered  at  the  register's  office  of  the  prefec- 
ture!—=;A  copy  shall  be  sent  to  the  grand  judgfc,  to  be 
eftiered  by  his  instructions  on  the  registers  of  the 
effitres  tii  the  tribunals  of  Martinique  knd  St.  Lucia. 
^^Given  at  Martinique  the  30th  Pluviose,  nth  year 
Jif  the  Fi'tneh   republic.     (Si^nedj      F:/,\irfi yijumc, 

O3  MkhTkfrointhe  Monitcuroftln  lollinfjfril  \  S03. 
Parii,  ^V/'/7  20.— Malta;— Oh  his' arrival,  M.  le 
bailli  Bii^i,  *niriister  plenip.  aiid  lieut.  of  the  Gratid 
Masterj  presented  his  letters  of  credence  to  the  Eii- 
f^Ush  *;onimandant,  Mr.  Ball,  and  demanded  of  him 
the  pdssession  at'  the  islands  of  Malta,  Cjozo,  (S:c.  l\\x. 
^iill  ansvi-efed  verbally,  that  he  had  no  orders  from 
his  court  authorizing  him  to  evacuate  those  islands. 
*"M;  Euti  then  wrote  to  the  English  commandant, 
rttdremarkedj  that  t'^ie  ve'rbal  comniunictnioii  did  not 
tippir.ar  to  him  to  be  sutiicient  ;  he,  therefore,  begged 
t^f  him  tt!  Kiiplain  hiniself  hi  ^"sriting. — Accordini<ly 
Mr. Ball  ir.ade  a  written  communication  to  M.  Buz?, 
dat«d  Mutch  ^■,  and  of  rvdiich  the  following  is  an  ex- 
t-5-afetj — *'  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  observe, 
that  ik  t5  Gertsin  tbe  pfSvvers  invited,  ronformably  to 
t'ls"  Siipalations  of  the  loih  article,  of  the  treaty  of 
Arfticns,  to  guHrantee  the  independence  of  Malta, 
linVe  J>ot  iigrced  to  that  measure  ;  and  that  I  hate 
bo  aatherity  ts  p'lt  an  end  te;  the  government  of  His 
Erif.  Majesty  in  this  is'-and,  without  special  orders 
hf^iri  tliy  eo'urt. — 'i'our  Exe.  v>'ill  also  observe,  that  it 
h  my  ^•'ish  to  dissuade  the  Grand  Master  from  com- 
ing to  rsside  herp.  In  this  vie-tv  .1  beg  you  will  recol- 
kr,t  »hat  1  have  already  fip.okento  hii!i. — With  respect 
W  ^--o^if  cbserVati5.*i,  that  the  Grand  Master  hoped  to 
liavs  immediate  possession  of  the  palace  in  Valetta, 
1  have  apprised  you,  that  in  the  present  circum- 
fitatiGiiSi  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  the  wish  of  his 
ferrtinents,  bweawse  it  -s  'ndtjpenfably  necessary  that 
his  Esc.)  Gen.- '^/lllstte  and  mysdf,  should  continue 
t<.-o?sapy  that  house,  on  nc-ount  of  the  official  duties 
ill  e53r  rtspecti*e  depaninent's.  \  must,  however, 
t;S/«Er.«j  tw'your  lixc.  thatj  ni  ihs  same  unie,  I  mads 


a  tender  of  tlie  palace  Du  Bosquet,  which  appeared 
to  me  a  suitable  residence,  until  he  could  enter  upon 
the  tonctions  of  his  government  :  but  as  the  palace 
Du  Bosquet  is  at  present  unfurnished,  1  took  the  li- 
berty to  suggest,  thiit  it  would  be  preferable,  and 
much  more  convenient  to  the  Gratid  Master,  to  re- 
main some  tihie  longer  in  his  pi'esent  residence  in 
Sicily  ;  and  especially,  as  it  is  no  more  than  a  day's 
sail  I  rem  hence. — Finally,  his  Eminence  may  be  as- 
sured, that  the  moment  I  shall  be  authorised  to  re- 
sign the  government,  1  shall  conimunicate  the  cir- 
cumstance to   hiai. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c/' 

"  Ball." 
M.  Buzi  seeing  that  the  English  commandant  per- 
sisted in  refusing  to  give  up  Malta  to  him,  applied 
to  the  French  minister  for  his  good  offices  on  the  oc- 
casion.— M.  Buzi,  by  a  letter  dated  the  istofMarch, 
represented  anew  to  the  English  commandant,  the 
inconveniencies  which  may  result  from  his  conduct  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  informed  him  of  his  applica- 
tion to  the  French  minister  in  order  to  obtam  hi* 
interference. — To  this  letter,  the  English  comman- 
dant returned  an  answer,  of  which  on-e  phrase,  as 
follows,  I)i  of  essential  importance.  "  1  hate  the 
honour  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  be  always  ready  to 
co-operate  with  his  Excellency  the  French  mintsterj 
with  respect  to  the  teiTor  of  the  article  in  question 
(the  loth  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens;." — The  French 
mulister  in  answer  to  the  requisition  of  his  intertew 
rencc,  immediately  wrote  to  M.  Buzi,  and  assured 
him  that  a  just  and  faithful  interpretation  of  the 
treaty  left  no  doubt  respecting  the  evacuation  of 
Malta  by  the  English,  and  the  right  of  its  possession 
by  the  Order. — The  French  mlitisler  has  transmitted 
to  the  Grand  Master  a  copy  of  what  he  wrote  on  th« 
occasion  to  the  English  minister,  which  was  to  tlie  fol- 
lowing effect  : — "  The  minister  plenip.of  the  FrcncFi 
republic  at  Malta,  has  received  the  note  which  his 
Exc.  the  minister  plenip.  of  his  Brit.  Majesty  did 
liim  the  honour  to  address  to  him,  the  4th  of  March, 
in  answer  to  that  which  the  undersigned  transmitted 
to  hint  on  the  lA  day  of  that  month. — Before  he 
specially  replies  to  this  note,  the  French  minister 
thinks  it  proper  to  state  to  his  Excellency  the  minis- 
ter of  England  (hat  the  ambas.  extr.  and  plenip.  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jcrusa. 
lem,  has  recpiired  by  a  form.al  application  to  the  Fr. 
republic,  the  interference  of  it?  minister  at  Malta,  in 
order  to  induce  the  English  minister  to  forego  his 
opposition  to  the  inmiecliate  execution  of  the  lOth 
article  of  (he  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  to  concur  in  its 
accomplishment. — Th''!  undersigned  i"n  considering 
the  note  which  he  lias  received  from  the  minister 
jilenip.  of  fingland,  and  also  that  which  his  Exc.  has 
addressed  to  M.  Buzi,  perceives  that  both  these  notes 
contain  a  similar  refusal  to  accede  to  the  im- 
mediate execution  of  the  article  i:^  question,  and 
that  in  botli  this  refusal  is  grounded  on  the  same 
pretexts.  His  E-sc.  ajtlegcs  that  the  powers  invited 
under  the  article  to  guarantee  the  stipulated  arrange- 
ments^ not  having  acceded  to  the  measure,  he  does 
not  thmk  himself  uutiiorised  tu  fulfil  the  article,  and 
further  that  he  has  received  no  Special  instructions 
from  his  court,  for  resigning  thegdv  of  these  Islands 
to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem.— 'With  respect  to  these  two  points  the  Un- 
dersigned has  the  horvour  to  represent  to  his  Exc. 
the  minister  of  England  :  —  L  That  ilie  indepen- 
dence of  these  islands,  and  airangements  respecting 
them,  have  been  placed,  by  6th  paragraph  of  art.  X.- 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  under  the  protection  and 
guarantee  of  six  of  the  most  independent  powers  of 
Europe.  France  and  G.  Britain,  who  were  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  who  have  solicited  the  other 
powers  to  guaraMtec   thait  clause  of  their  treaty  10 
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peace,  cannot,  without  giving;  scandul,  be  the  first 
to  refuse  to  execute  these  arrm.gcnient'',  to  insure 
tfiat  independence,  and  to  grant  thai  protection  and 
guarantee.— II.  That  the  invitation,  set  forth  in  the 
13th  par.  of  the  said  art.  X.  to  the  othci:  powers  to 
accede  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  that  article, 
is  only  a  mark  of  politeness,  or  an  honour  which 
these  powers  are  at  liberty  to  refuse  :  but  it  is  other- 
wise with  regard  to  France  and  G.  Britain,  V^ho  have 
promised  their  \  rotection  and  accepted  the  guarantee, 
by  the  very  act  oF  sighing  the  treaty  which  contains 
the  arrangements  to  be  g;uaranteed,  who  thus  have 
placed  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  powers  to  whom 
the  invitation  was  addressed.  —  III.  That  the  non-con- 
tracting powers  may  refuse  the  guaiantee,  because 
it  is  a  burthen  which  these  povVers  are  at  liberty  not 
to  impose  upon  themselves  :  but  how  absurd  would 
it  be  to  believe  the  refusal  could  involve  and  eftirct 
the  annulling  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  exonerate 
from  their  engagements  the  powers  that  have  signed 
it. — IV.  That  an  attempt  to  take  advantage  of  so  fri- 
volous a  pretest^  and  so  glaring  a  sophism,  in  order 
to  decline  doing  what  they  themselves  have  consented 
to  do,  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  unv.orthy  of  a 
great  power,  and  with  which  England  would  not 
nio^t  assuredly  sully  the  page  of  her  history. — 
\'.  Tliat  thi-- delay  in  the  acceptation  of  an  honour- 
able duty  in  the  su))position  that  it  exists  on  the  part 
of  the  non-eontracting  powers,  cannot,  above  ail, 
prove  injurious  to  a  third  power,  that  has  been  ac- 
knowledged and  solenmly  established  by  the  con- 
tracting partiesj  unless  the  latter  b«  disposed  openly 
to  violate  their  own  engagements,  the  faith  of  treaties 
and  the  hi'w  of  nations. — VI.  That  Russia,  Austria 
and  Prussia,  if  they  have  not  actually  acceded,  as 
the  English  minister  pretends,  to  the  invitation  made 
to  them,  to  accept  the" guarantee  of  the  islanrl,  were 
far  from  imagining  that  by  this  delay  they  would 
have  prevented  the  re-establishment  of  the  order  of 
Malta,  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  or 
compromized  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  The  un- 
dersigned requires  of  his  E.xc  v,'hat  these  powers  will 
think,  v.hen  they  firid  that  their  delay  in  acceding 
to  the  invitation  has  served  as  a  pretext  for  the 
Tlolatiori  of  so  solemn  a  treaty  of  peace  — As  to  the 
daclaration  made  by  the  minister  of  England,  that 
he  had  no  special  instructions  from  his  court  on  the 
subject  of  the  resignation  of  the  govt,  of  the  island, 
or  its  surrender  to  the  G.  Master,  the  undersigned 
have  the  honour  of  observing  to  his  Exc  ,  that  in 
quality  of  minister  plenip.  to  his  Brit,  Majesty,  the 
principal  and  immutable  rule  of  his  conduct  is  con- 
tained in  the  treaty  itself  ;  and  such  v/as  so  clearly 
the  interitidn  of  his  court,  that  iu  the  full  powers 
given  him,  and  which  he  interchanged  with  the 
undersigned  it  is  positively  said,  "  You  will,  on 
your  arrival  at  Malta,  immediately  inform  general 
Vial  that  his  Majesty,  desirous  of  accomplishing, 
with  the  utmost  fideliiVj  the  engagement  he  con- 
tracted by  the  defmitivc  treaty,  wishes  you  to  take, 
in  concert  with  him,  the  necessary  measures  for 
giving  effect  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
loth  article  Of  the  treaty."  His  Exc.  might  be  in- 
vested with  another  character  in  that  island  ;but  the 
Fr.  Republic  does  not  recognise  these  contradictory 
qualities,  these  opposing  duties  ;  and  the  undersigned 
sees,  in  the  person  of  his  Exc,  nothing  but  the  mi- 
nister plenip.  of  his  Brit.  Majesty,  charged  with  the 
Execution  and  the  maintenance  of  treaties. — The 
English  minister  has  no  doubt  reflected  duly  on  the 
con.--equeiices  of  an  opposition  which  cannot  fail  to 
astonish  all  Europe.  He  ought  to  have  seen  that 
this  fctusal  was  a  manifcbt  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  and  that  the  Brit,  government,  to  justiiy  its 
iutentions,  and.  to  give  r  striking  proof  of  its   ^uod 
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faith,  ought  distinctly  to  disavow  a  cohdtict  so  little, 
conformable  to  hoiiour,  anrl  throw  the  whole  odiurri 
on  the  iTiinister  who  had  resorted  to  it  without  a 
positive  order.  For  if,  contiary  to  all  ajipearances, 
this  violation  of  a  treaty,  which  has  given  peace 
to  tlie  world,  was  not  disapproved  of  by  his  Brit.  Ma- 
jesty, the  First  Consul  of  the  Fr.  repulilic  would  be 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  ajipealing  to  tht  tribunal 
of  Europe,  and  then  he  would  find  as  manyidlies  as 
there  are  powers  friendly  to  peace,  and  jc.lldus  of 
their  dignity,  thair  independence  of  the  rights  of 
sovereigns,  and  the  rigorous  observance  of  the  faith 
of  treaites.— The  uhdersigned  supports,  therefore,  in 
the  most  formal  manner,  the  demands  made  to  the 
English  minister,  in  the  name  of  the  Or.  Master  of 
the  order  of  Malta,  by  his  extr.  minister  pleiiip.  iVi, 
Busl.  Of  consequence  he  demands  the  prompt  and 
entire  execution  of  the  lOth  art.  of  the  titaty  of 
Amiens. — Both  the  French  and  English  ministers 
have  wiitten  complimentary  letters  to  the  Gr.  Master. 
—-The  J*.nglish  minister  gave  tlie  Gr.  Master  to  un- 
derstand, that  it  was  his  opinion  it  might  be  better 
for  the  Gr.  Master  to  wait  at  Mes';ina  for  the  dcci- 
si'jn  of  the  Brit,  cabinet,  which  he  proinises  to  com- 
municate 16  hini  as  soon  as  it  arrived  ;  and  he  ofler- 
ed,  in  the  mean  time,  a  country  hoiise  to  the  Gr. 
MtAster,  should  he  be  disposed  to  come  to  Malta. — 
The  Gr.  Master  observed  in  answer  to  the  Englisii 
minister,  that  having  through  the  me.liUnl  of  hi^ 
lieut.  fulfilled  what  was  enjoined  him  by  the  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Am'ens  respecting  the  Gr.  Master, 
he  should  wait  at  Messina  the  evacuation  of  the 
island,  or  the  decision  cf  the  twd  courts. — The  Fr. 
mini.ster  invited  the  Gr.  Master  to  come  to  Malta. 
v\  ithout  delay.  Tiie  Gr.  Master  observed  in  answer; 
that  having  performed  the  dut}  imposed  on  him  by 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  by  the  presence  of  hi",  lieut. 
at  Malta,  he  must  look  upon  every  othef  pinceeding 
as  unseasonable  at  the  present  moment^  arid  that  he 
would  wail  at  MesSina  the  decision  of  the  courts.— 
Alovi/eur. 

P.iiis,  April  -20. — We  read  iri  the  English  journal 
nm-ncd  T/if  Sint,  of  Saturday,  April  16,  the  following 
article  : — "  M.  de  Thornasi,  present  Gr.  Master  bf 
the  island  of  Malta  is  hot  only  a  creature  Of  French 
intrigue,  but  M.  de  Busi  his  licut.  is  a  Frenchman; 
no  doubt  naturally  devoted  to  France.  Supposini^ 
the  guarantee  announced  in  the  Moniteur  to  h-lve 
been  actually  obtain.ed,  could  England  have,  even 
under  such  a  guarantee,  any  assurince  that  the  pos- 
session of  it  would  not  be  in  f?ct  French,  since  tha 
lieut.  of  the  Gr.  Master,  in  contempt  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty  of  Ainiens,  which  bear  that  .-/o 
Frenchman  shall  belotiir  lo  the  order  of  Et.  John  cf  Jeru^ 
S'lle/zi  .'" — The  same  usieitions  are,  with  simul-.r  con- 
fidence, repeated  in  all  the  English  papers  of  the 
sanie  day,  these  being  all  written  in  the  same 
spirit. — It  is,  howeVer,  gro.ssly  false,  that  tiie  com- 
mander Biilli  Busi  is  a  Frenchman,  lie  is  of  -an 
ancient  Italian  family,  wliich  has  been  for  sevcal 
centuries  resident  in  a  town  in  the  Papa!  dominions; 
about  nine  leagues  distant  from  Rome.  M.  Bailli 
Buzi  was  born  in  that  town  — Certain  English  jour- 
nalists have  a  Wonderful  kniick  at  rrakiiig  absurd  sup- 
po---itioiis  to  be  followed  by  imputations  which  are 
not  less  absurd.  Ti'.ey  reason  with  the  sam.e  good 
faith  and  logic  as  the  wdlf  iri  the  fable.  IPl-  rrcogr.'m 
here  the  inclinations  and  firit  of  that  feroTtous  beast ;  but 
•we  do  not  S':c  any  iamb  ready  to  let  itself  be  de-joMed.- — 
Moniteur. 

FOREIGN  COUNTRIKS. 

Cape  Francois,  March  6. —  On    the -JOd  clt.   the  di- 
visicn   of  Leghorn,    consisting  of  scvtsr^l   thoujatid 
men,  eiTected   its  disembarkation.      This    i.Bki:»<.Ji:- 
X   -A 
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tion  of  force  re-animated  the  courage  of  tr.c  colo- 
jiists.  European  merchandize  has  conf-iderably  risen 
in  price.  Confidence  increases  in  proportion  to  the 
measures  '.vhich  have  been  employed  for  the  re- 
dnction  of  the  rebels. — General  Rocliambeau  has 
just  tianr^ferrtJ  his  head-quarters  to  Port ■au-Prince, 
whithtr  the  civil  and  military  administrations  al.-o 
prccesd.  T'he  rebels  have  retired  two  leauues  fiom 
the  Cape.  No  delay  will  now  take  place  in  the 
opening  of  the  campaign  :  already  some  hundreds  of 
iioi^roes  have  returned  to  the  habitations  of  the 
plain. — Tlie  epidemic  has  not  made  any  ravages 
here  ;  arid,  what  is  equally  fortunate,  we  approach 
nearly  the  propitious  sea -.on. 

Constantivu^ Uy  March  10. — The  new  French  am- 
l.a«sador  has  made,  within  these  few  days  past,  his 
private  visits.  He  has  been  received  every  wliere  in 
the  most  distinguished  manner.  The  people  ap- 
pear to  see  with  the  greatest  pleasure  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  amicable  relations  witli  France  ;  above 
all,  tlie  commercial  relations.  Tht  mini-^ters  of  the 
Porte  do  not  shew  less  eagerness  in  seconding  tl:e 
views  of  their  sovereign,  whose  wish  is  declared  lor 
the  re- establishment  of  the  ancient  political  system 
which  unites  so  intimately  the  empire  of  the  cres- 
cent to  France.  On  the  6th  in^-tant  the  Grand 
Vizir  gave  a  superb   fete  to   General  Brur.e. 

Toulon,  April  12,. — Rear-Admiral  Lesscigues  has  ar- 
rived in  this  port  with  the  squadron  which  con- 
veyed General  Erune,  the  French  Ambassador,  to 
Constantinople.  Me  stopped  at  St.  John  d'Acre  on 
his  return,  v?here  he  was  perfectly  well  recei\ed  by 
Djezzar  Pacha.  He  left  Alexandria  on  the  30th 
March.  The  English  evacuated  it  on  the  17th  March. 
Since  their  departure,  tranquillity  appears  to  be  re- 
established in  Egypt.  The  Manielouks  were  can- 
toned in  Upper  Egypt.  The  Rear-Admiral  anchored 
at  Malta  in  the  midst  of  tlie  English  squadron, 
which  was  composed  of  ten  ships  of  war.  The  4000 
men  who  had  returned  from  Alexandria  were  per- 
forming quarantine  at  the  lazaretto.  In  all  the  sea- 
ports in  the  Levant,  to  which  he  went  for  tiie  pur- 
pose of  installing  the  commercial  commissioners, 
they  W'Cre  received  by  the  Turks  with  every  mark 
of  esteem,  and  every  demonstration  of  joy.  — 
Motiitcur . 

Amsterdam,  April  1^. — The  French  troops  which 
daily  arrive  on  our  frontiers,  continue  their  march 
into  the  interior  of  the  republic.  At  present  they 
occupy  Nimeguen,  Grave,  Gorenchem,  and  other 
places.  The  English  squadron  has  appeared  within 
these  few  days   upon  our  Coasts. 

Hague,  yipril  1^. — There  have  been  but  six  or 
seven  hundred  men  disembarked  of  the  troops  who 
were  to  have  sailed  for  Louisiana.  The  reason  for  dis- 
embarking them  is,  that  they  were  too  much  crowd- 
ed on  board  the  ships.  Vice- Admiral  Hartsink  has 
just  sailed  for  the  Mediterranean. — Our  government 
has  received  assurance  from  France,  that  no  more 
French  troops  shall  enter  our  territories,  unless  in 
fhe  event  of  a  rupture  with  England  ;  and  that 
thoi^e  who  have  entered  shall  not  pass  the  fron- 
tiers  as  long  as  the  negotiation  lasts. 

Ratisbon,  April  10.^— The  Imperial  ratification  of 
the  last  conclusum  of  the  diet  is  expected  here  on 
the  'iOth,  at  which  epoch  the  diet  will  resume  its 
sittings.  It  was  '^.aid  that  the  delay  of  the  ratifica- 
tion has  principally  arisen  from  the  sending  a  cou- 
rier to  Petersburgh  from  the  court  of  Vieiina,  which 
judf;ed  it  proper  to  enter  into  some  explanations 
v'ith  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  before  giving  its  sanc- 
tion to  this  decision  of  the  empire. 

Strasboi/rgi  April  1 7. -^Besides  the  troops  of  the 
I04th  demi -brigade,  which  are  on  their  return  from 
Switzerland,  wc  expect  here    ot'OO  infantry  and  a 


regiment  of  cavalry,  by  which  our  garrison  will 
be  increased  to  1 1000  men.  It  appears  tlrat  thesa 
troops  will  foim  a  camp  a  little  distance  from  this 
city. 

Brussels,  April }7. —  The  Engli-h  squadron  which 
was  lately  seen  off  Ostend,  consisted  of  six  frigates 
and  some  cutters.  'I'liey  cruized  along  the  coasts 
ot  I'landers  and  Zealand,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Meuse, 
where  it  was  supposed  they  would  join  another 
squadron  of  three  sail  of  the  line  aird  two  frigates, 
to  watch  the  e.'<pedition  which  was  to  sail  to  Louisi- 
ana ;  but  as  that  expedition  it  now  suspended,  they 
will  prcbahly  still  cruize  along  the  coasts  of  Holland 
to  o'.jserve  the  military  prej)arations  which  are 
tarrying  on. 

Basle,  April  10. — An  arrcte  has  been  published 
here  of  general  Dejean,  director  in  chief  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  war,  which  orders,  that  the  French 
troops  stationed  in  Switzerland  shall  not  receivs 
for  the  future  any  rations  ot  meat,  and  that  the 
officers  sliail  no  longer  have  forage.  He  remarks 
in  geneial,  tiiat  by  this  arrete  the  military  administra- 
tion will  have  an  entirelj'  new  organisation,  advan- 
tageous for  the  troops  and  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Switzerland. 

Brussels,  April  20. — All  the  pieces  of  the  telegraph 
destined  to  establish  the  comniunication  between 
Brussels  and  Lisle,  arrived  the  day  betore  yesterday  at 
Alost.  The  telegraphic  line  will  traverse  the  ci- 
devant  Flanders,  and  will  be  finisb.ed  and  in  full 
activity  before  the  arrival  of  the  First  Consul.  The 
geograjihical  engineer,  Chappe,  director  and  inventor 
of  telegraphs,  has  determaned  all  the  positions  It 
i<  undeistood  that  the  telegraphic  line  will  be  con- 
tinued by  Antwerp  unto  the  frontiers  of  the  Batavian 
repubhc. 

Brussels,  April -li. — General  Belliard  is  at  present 
employed  in  examining  the  coasts  of  Dutch  Flanders. 
He  has  given  directions  for  the  establishment  of 
military  posts,  such  as  they  were  in  the  last  war.  In 
the  island  of  Cadsand,  the  batteries  and  entrench- 
ments are  completing  with  the  greatest  celerity.  A 
part  of  the  French  troops  that  have  arrived  at  the 
island  of  Walcheren,  are  cantoned  on  the  heights. 
They  amount  to  about  6000  men.  The  English 
squadron  cruizing  ofl'  our  coast,  has  been  i-ncreased 
within  these  few  dajs. 


FORFIGV  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
TransuJlion  of  a  Letter  from  the  hlarquis  de  Casa  Yrajo,  to 
theSec.  of iheV, States — IVashington,  March  10,1803. 
"  Sir,  \V  hen  you  represented  to  me,  towards  the 
end  of  Nf.vembei  last,  that  the  port  of  New  Orleans 
had  been  shut  aijainst  the  Citizens  of  the  United 
States,  without  the  assignn-.ent  of  any  equivalent 
place  of  deposit  for  their  nit)cliandi?e  on  the  hanks 
ot  the  Mississipi,  aceording  to  the  stipulation  of 
the  2id  article  of  tlie  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce 
and  Navigation,  between  the  King  my  master,  and 
the  United  Strites,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  to 
you,  that  I  considered  tliis  measure  as  flowing 
solely  from  the  mistaken  zeal  of  tlie  Intendant  of 
Louisiana,  withoiit  the  approbation,  and  even 
without  the  knowledge  of  my  Court.  I  well  Lnevv 
the  sincere  dcsiie  of  the  King  my  m^'ster  to  live  in 
peace  and  good  harmony  with  the  United  States, 
as  1  well  knew  the  sciupulous  good  faitli  with 
which  the  Spanish  Government  fulfils  the  engage- 
ments whicli  it  forms,  particularly  when  they  are 
founded  on  the  solemnity  of  a  Treaty. — -I  have  now 
the  satiffaction  of  in;"orining  you.  that  my  first 
opinion  has  been  verified,  and  of  declaring,  in  the 
most  positive  terms,  that  the  proclamation  of  the 
Intendant  is  an  act  purely  personal,  wiihout  the 
sanction,  and  cvea  wfthout  the  kuowlcd^c  qI  his. 
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Catholic  Majesty.  In  reality,  if  the  said  pioclama- 
tion  had  sppemed  here  in  an  entire  state,  no  doubt 
could  have  taken  place  as  to  the  source  of  this 
proceeding.  But  the  operative  part  theicof  merely 
lias  circulated  tliroujh  the  United  States;  tlie  pre- 
amble introducing  it  having  been,  probably  with- 
out design,  omiittcd.— I  have  thcretoie  the  honour 
to  communicate  heicv.-ith  an  entire  and  correct 
copy  of  the  aforesaid  proclamation  ;  and  by  tlie 
expressions  I  have  underlined,  it  will  be  cleail)' 
seen  tlrU  the  arranjcnient  is  absolutely  personal, 
and  h;is  originated  from  the  faculties  v/hich  the 
Intendanc  supposed  to  be  incident  to  his  ft;ition. 
— This  assertion  is  mt  founded  merely  on  the  ob- 
vious inferences  from  these  expressions.  The  In- 
tei^danc  himself  declares  it  to  me  in  the  most  posi- 
tive term?,  in  a  letter  of  January  13,  which  I  have 
just  received  from  him,  and  the  (iovernor  of  the 
province  confirivis  the  sams  thing  v;ith  the  same 
solemnity,  in  another  letter  ot  the  same  date. 
Neither  the  one  nor  tiie  other  dispute  the  right  of 
the  Citizens  of  the  United  .States  to  a  place  of  de- 
posit on  the  Spanish  banks  of  tlie  Mississippi  ;  but 
tlie  Intendanc  thinks  that  the  term  of  three  years, 
allowed  for  the  purpose  of  i^ew  Orleans,  having 
expired,  and  much  prejudice  to  the  royal  interests 
being  experienced  from  its  continuance  in  that 
city,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  suspend  (he  de- 
posit there,  without  venturing  to  take  on  himself 
the  assignment  of  another  equivalent  place.  Not 
because  he  doubted  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  thereto,  but  because  it  appeared 
to  him  to  he  an  act  exceeding  his  authority,  and 
which  he  ought  to  leave  to  the  Royal  determination 
of  our  Sovereign — The  Governor  of  Louisiana  saw 
the  subject  under  a  point  of  view  more  correct,  in 
my  judgment,  and  more  favouralde  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States. — From  the  whole,  it 
results  that  the  suspension  ot  the  deposit  not  being 
an  act  of  my  Court,  and  no  person  ever  disputing 
the  right  of  the  American  Citizens  in  the  case,  I 
shall  now  take  upon  myself  to  adopt  measures 
which  must  insure  to  the  United  States  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  rights  stipulated  in  the  22d  article 
of  the  Treaty,  on  the  arrival  at  New  Orleans  ot  the 
dispatches,  which  will  be  forwarded  under  this 
date." 


DOMESTIC. 

Meeting  of  Ship-Owners. — On  Tuesday  the 
2<}th  insr.  there  v/as  a  numerous  and  respectable 
meeting  of  persons  concerned  in  the  sh'pping 
interest,  held  at  the  London  Tavern.  Mr.  P. 
Kennion  was  voted  tothe  chaii:.--Mr.  Atcheson, 
the  secretary,  informed  the  inciting,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  instruction  which  he  hid  re- 
ceived from  their  committee,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  get  a  copy  of  the  consolidation  schedule. 
This,  however,  he  had  found  it  impossible  to 
obtain.  But  he  had  seen  and  read  it  ;  and 
there  could  he  no  doubt  tlist  it  was  the  inten- 
tioa  of  Mr,  Addirgton  to  cor.tianc  the  ton- 
nage duty. — Mr.  Brov/n  moved  a  resolution, 
expressive  of  the  impolic"  of  the  duty,  and  de- 
claratory of  their  opinion  of  its  injuring  the 
carrying  trade,  and  Kiaterialiy  afftc.iug  i^r.t 
commerce  of  the  country. — Mr.  Hill  observed, 
that  the  co[nmitte>e  had  been  entrusted  with 
powers  to  mr.ke  application  for  the  repeal  of 
that  duty,  v.hich  was  so  obno.xions  to  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  shipping  trade,  and  in  fhct  so 
suhvsfjii-e  of  th«  ^^^cer-Il  coauatrciai   rekitioui 


of  the  country.  This  they  would  have  done, 
but  thit  the  important  change  in  the  aspect  of 
political  atfriirs  had  induced  them  not  to  shew 
any  thing  like  an  inclination  to  embarrass  the 
intentions  of  Government  at  this  momentous 
crisis.  A  few  days  since,  huv.-ever,  th.-y  haj 
learned  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Add-^ 
ington  to  retiew  the  duty.  A  nuinber  of  shin- 
owners  had  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent  >,a 
them,  as  a  necessary  measure  of  self-defence,  to 
call  the  present  roeeting. — The  resolution  w.is 
re.id  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to  unani- 
iniii-hly. — The  S'jcretary,  in  a  short,  but  impres- 
sive speech,  denied  tint  the  opposition  tothe 
tonnage  duty  w?.s  the  effect  of  the  influence  of 
a  few  powerful  individuals.  It  was  the  sponta- 
neous act  of  the  whole  body  of  the  shipping  in- 
terest, conscious  how  much  their  interests  were 
aflected  by  its  oppressive  operation. — Mr.Aken- 
head  spoke  %varmly  against  the  ta.\. — The  thanks- 
of  the  meeting  were  unanimously  voted  tothe 
L. Mayor,  for  the  part  he  had  t  iken  in  the  (oppo- 
sition tothe  ta.\,  and  his  Lordship  was  requested 
to  continue  his  exertions  for  the  attainmen:  of  the 
important  objeci:  of  its  repeal.---The  thinks  of 
the  meetingwere  then  moved  to  the  lateand pre- 
sent chairman,    and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Ofircial  dispatches  have  been  received  from 
Sir  Roger  Curtis,  announcing  that  the  Cape  of 
G'^.yX  Hope  was  actunlly  surrendered  to  the 
Dutch  on  the  2 1st  of  February  last.  These- 
dispatches  were  brought  by  the  Penguia  sloop  of 
war,  of  18  guns,  which  had  just  reached  Ports- 
mouth from  this  quarter,  after  a  passage  of  two' 
months  and  two  days.  It  was  surrendered  ia 
coiisequence  cf  advices  received  to  this  effect  by 
the  Concorde.  Prior  orders  for  ret.unin^  it  hacj 
been  received  a  short  time  before,  not  only  by, 
the  Imogene,  but  by  the  Fioreuzo  frigate,  capt. 
Bingham. ---On  the  COth  of  February  a  procla- 
mation was  issued  by  general  Dundas,  abioiving 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  from  their  oath' 

of  allegiance  to    His     Britannic   Majesty Sic 

Roger  Curtis  and  his  squadron,  with  tliJ  troops, 
msy  be  expected   in  a  few  days.     They  were  to' 
sail  the  latter  end  cf  leb.      An  officer  and  a  few 
men  came  home  in  the  i'engu'n. 

Fion?  ilie  Li.'iJqn  Ga-zette,  ^-'pru  -13.,  1803.  —  Carlfon- 
Ihtne,  AhrU  zz,  1S03  — The   Prince  of  Wales   has., 
heen  pleased   to   appoint  the  Rev.  Alexander  Bro- 
dir,  A.M.  of  Trinity  College,  O.x'ord.  to  be  one  ot 
hir  Royal  .Highness's  Chaplains  in  Otdlnarv. 

Bar.kruid,. — Kitchen,  ^V,    Liverpool,    merchant. 
—Lister,  M.  D.  Southw.ili,  Nottinghamshiic,  drug-- 
gin. — Hull,  W.  Upper  -Hlo.idington,  Northampton^; 
shite,  and  Lawrence  Hull,  Bmbury,  Oitordsiiirc,^ 
cow  deakrs. — Kennett,  E..  Chaiiutie   Row,   New 
Road,  Mary-ie-bonne,  upholder. — Hudson,  [.De- 
vonshire Square,   merchant. — Hjiris,   J.    Exeter, 
coach-maker. — Jones,  J.  Wood-street,  Cheapside, : 
Leghorn  hat- warehouseman. — Watkius,  \V'.  Here- 
ford, joiner. — .-\gnew,  J.  Grosvcnor  Sqii.nrc,  bank- 
er.—Donald,  J.  Aldeimanbary,  warehoufeni/an. — ■ 
Chatcr,    W.    Chiiles-strect,     Long- .Acre,    coach 
spring-maker.— Jones,  T.  Au^f,  Glotice<;ter,   vint- 
ner.— Freeman,  VV,   Stamford  Baron,    Northamp- 
ton, grocer. — Johnstoa,   W.    Whitehaven,   Cum- 
berland, mercer. — Jacobs,  S.    Tal>eraacle   Walk, 
Finsbury  Square,  dialer  and  chapman. — Gani'.    f. 
Brid^cwater,  S»aiersctj  iuc-ktcpcr. 
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COBBEtT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


Bir/'n. — On  Sunday,  at  hi  r  house  in  Lower 
Brook-street,  I.ady  \V.  Beauclctk,  ot  a  daughter. 
— Same  clay,  at  the  Marq'iis  Coniwalhs's,  in  Bur- 
lington-street, liie  Lady  of  Lord  Viscount  Bromc, 
oi  a  daughter. 

.  Miiningc-i. —  On  Thursday,  at  Aston  Chapel,  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Kcnyon,  lo  Miss  Charhjtte  Lloyd. 
•^-Lately,  at  \S''ickio\\',  the  Hon.  LtJid  Kenna,  ot 
Ballyjuile,  to  .Mi>s  J'anel. 

Deiil'':<. — On  Sunday,  at  his  house  in  Piccadilly, 
Sir  John  Smith  Burgess,  Eart  — On  Wednesday,  at 
Paul's  Cray,  in  Kent,  the  t)owagtr  Lady  Hoghton, 
relict  of  the  Jate  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  Bart.  —  On 
Monday,  at  Bedford,  Sir  Jolin  Payne,  Bart. — On 
Saturday,  at  Exmouth,  aged  62,  Major-General 
William  fc.lliott,  late  of  the  Hoc.  E.  India  Com- 
pany's Artillery,  1  engal. 
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FKENCH    FUNDS. 


April   11;. 

.  i;4  f.  25  c. 

April    i2. .  54  f. 

16. 

•  .53      80 

S3--54       10 

iB. 

.5z      85 

24-. 54       10 

LONDON    COURSE    OF    EXCHANGE. 

Amster.  c.  f.  30  4     2  US.  Leghorn  ......   50^ 

JD^  at  sight     35  3  Nai'les 40^ 

Rotterdam  30   5      2  us.  Genoa  .. 4  61 

Hamburgh    34   4     2  us.  Venice,  58    livres  piccole 
ALT0NA....34  5      2  us.      effective  per /,.  ster. 

Paris    1   day  '14    7  Lishon 061 

Paris 24    J2     2  us. ^Oporto 00$ 

BoLniDEAUx,24   13  Dublin    14 

Cadiz    ...36-}  eff.'BiLBOA     36^ 

Madrid.  .    30|  effective  Agio,  bank  on  Hoi.  p. 

PRICES   CURRENT     IN    LONDON. 


Eng.Wheat  prq.45i.  to,'5S 


Hve 

.    32 

Hurlf  y 

.     20 

Malt 

.    40 

Oats 

.      15 

Pease  ;  white)... 

.     35 

Beans  (horse\.. 

.     28 

FloUr  per  sack  . 

.     '*3 

Seconds 

.     40 

Coals  per  chal . . 

..51 

Hops  pei-  cwt.  lOOi  to  i8dj 
Hay  per  load.. . .  80  . .  130 
Beef,  per  st.  4s. Sd.  to  5s. Od. 
Mutton  .5s.  od.  to  6s  Od. 
Veal  ....  4s.  od.  to  6s.  od. 

I'ork 4S.  4d.  to  5s.  4d. 

Tallow OS.    od. 

Av.  of  Sugar  pr  cv.-4i';.4  ^d. 

Salt,   per  Bushel   l3s.lod 

read  gd  the  Quar.  Loaf. 


bUMMAllY    OF   POLITICS. 

NON-REsIDEXCI.  OF  THE  CLEKG-Y. The 

bill,  now  before  parliament,  relativti  to  this 
nK)it  inipoilant  subject,  vvc  have  thought  it 
bill  iliiiy  to  insert,  at  full  length  in  the  Siip- 
plcii  cnr  t()  the  piestnt  sheet,  p.  051.  It  i,s 
«  ii!.iiifi,  ill  which  every  tnan,  in  every  pa- 
thii  iU  il^i;  kingdom,  ii  interested ;  and;  we 


hope,  it  will  not  pass  into  a  law,  till  it  has 
undergone  a  cool  and  ample  discussion. — At 
the  present  moment,  we  have  not  room  to 
give  our  humble  opinion  upon  it;  but  we 
cannot  refrain  from  pointing  out  three  thing* j 
which  appear  to  us  as  objectionable  :  1.  the 
e.x  post  facto  provisions  contained  in  the 
first  and  second  clauses  of  the  bill,  as  far  as 
they  go  to  impair  the  just  demands  of  the 
persons,  by  whom  informations  have  been 
laid  against  non-resident  clergymen :  2. 
The  list  of  exceptionsj  in  the  eleventh  clause, 
is,  we  think,  by  far  too  copious  :  3.  The 
power  given  to  the  bishop,  in  the  fifteenth 
clause,  to  allow  of  residence  out  of  the  par- 
sonage-house, in  case  the  psrson  having  the 
living,  or  any  one  of  his  relatives,  should 
hai'e  a  housfe  in  the  parish,  wherein  the  par- 
son should  reside.  We  have  not  room  lo  gd 
into  any  remarks  even  upon  these  points, 
and  have  only  just  mentioned  them  here,  in 
order  to  direct  towards  them  the  serious  at- 
tention of  our  readers. 

America  and  Louisiana. — Our  con- 
jectures respecting  the  conduct  of  France 
towards  the  United  S^tates  of  America,  rela- 
tive to  Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi,  are 
now  completely  verified.  By  letters,  which 
we  have  received,  dated  23d  of  March,  it 
appears,  that,  in  consequence  of  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Spanish  Minister  in  Ame- 
rica to  the  American  government,  and  of  a 
more  important  communication  to  the  same, 
from  Mr.  Chancellor  Livingston,  the  Ame- 
rican Minister  at  Paris,  the  whole  dispute 
respecting  the  deposit  at  New  Orleans,  has 
been,  as  \ve  said  it  would  be,  entirely  hushed 
up  for  the  present. — The  Spanish  Minister 
in  America,  who  is  nothing  more  than  a 
tool  of  the  French,  states,  tiiat  the  hostile 
measure  at  New  Orleans  originated  in  a 
7ni'stake  of  the  Intendant  at  the  port  !  And 
Mr.  Livingston  tells  his  government,  that 
France  has  not  the  least  inclination  to  violate 
any  of  the  rights,  or  abridge  any  of  the  pri- 
vileges, now  enjoyed  by  the  Americans,  iii 
virtue  of  their  treaty,  made  with  Spain,  in 
l/CjJ. — The  consequences  will  be  such  as 
we  pointed  out  in  p.  2[)7,  of  the  present  vo- 
lume, to  V.'iiich  we  beg  leave  to  refer  our 
readef"s. — And,  one  of  the  steps,  which  we 
are  takitig  to  prevent  these  consequences,  is, 
the  sending,  as  our  Minister  to  the  United 
States,  Anthony  Merry,  Esa.  !  !  !  !  !  This 
gentleman  will  make  a  noble  figure  by  the 
side  of  General  Bern. inoTTE,  who  is  now 
upon  the  point  of  his  departure  for  that 
country.  Poor  Mr.  Merry  !  What  can  he 
do.*  What  use  will  he  be  of.''  His  hand  will 
not  be  wanted  to  counter-sign  pass-ports  iii 
America.  There  are  no  crouching  English 
nobility  ihs.;ifii,  whom  he  may  serve  'x^  i^eii- 
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tlemari  uslittr;  nnd,  as  to  any  other  public 
function,  how  can  he  be  possibly  lit  for  it  ? 
Bernadotte  will  ride  over  him.  He  will 
tread  him  down  into  the  dirt ;  and  we  should 
not  be  at  all  surprized  to  hear,  that  the  un- 
fortunate representative  of  our  Sovereign 
bad  been  literally  driven  from  the  city  of 
Washington.  This  is  a  hopeful  prospact 
with  respect  to  a  country  much  more  impor- 
tant to  us,  at  this  time  in  particular,  than 
any  other  in  the  world. 

DliCKEE  AT  AlARTINICO.—On  the  ]9ih 
of  February  a  decree  was  issued  at  Marti- 
nico,  by  Villaret  Joyduse,  Captain  Gene- 
ral of  that  Island  and  of  "  t.  Lucia,  concern- 
ing foreigners  established  in  the  said  colo- 
nies. This  decree,  which  will  be  found  at  full 
length  in  page  0'18  of  the  present  sheet,  has 
been,  in  some  of  the  London  papers,  repre- 
sented as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
on  the  part  of  France,  because  it  is  said  to 
compel  British  subjects,  in  those  islands,  to 
dispose  of  their  property  by  the  20th  of  June 
next.  The  3d  resolve  of  the  decree  has  no 
such  meaning  as  this.  It  only  provides,  that, 
y;w«  (that  is  to  say  afler)  the  20lh  of  June 
next,  such  persons,  if  they  dispose  of  their 
shops  and  warehouses  at  all,  shall,  on  c-ven 
fff^rs,  give  the  preference  to  French  mer- 
chants and  captains  of  ships  ;  and,  there  must 
be  every  reason  to  presume^  that  none  but 
»uch  persons  will  make  them  any  offers. 
According  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  article 
XIII.  British  subjects  are  allowed  three 
years  "  to  dispose  of  all  their  property,  whe- 
"  ther  acquired  or  possessed  by  them,  be- 
"  fore,  or  during  the  continuance  of  the 
*'  war,"  This  certainly  can  be  extended  no 
farther  than  to  the  property,  which  they  had 
in  the  colonies  at  the  time  the  treaty  was 
concluded.  It  can  never  be  construed  to 
tnean,  that  they  should  continue  to  import, 
to  buy  as  well  as  to  dispose  of  properly. 
And,  therefore,  it  does  appear  to  us,  that 
their  having  been  allowed  to  bring  goods 
from  France  to  make  up  assortments,  in  or- 
der to  get  their  own  goods  off,  ought  to  be 
considered  as  an  indulgence, — The  4th  re- 
solve of  the  decree  is  necessary  to  the  due 
execution  of  the  third  5  and  as  to  the  5th,  it 
relates  merely  to  Frenchmen,  who  have  fo- 
reigners under  them  or  connected  with 
them. — We  have  thought  these  observations 
not  altogether  unnecessary  at  this  time,  be- 
cause^  when  a  party  has  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint, he  never  ought  to  weaken  it  by  frivo- 
lous charges;  and,  it  is  truly  lamentable  to 
hear  the  decree  at  Martioico  a  subject  of 
outcry  in  tlie  mouihs  of  ihose  very  persons, 
who  revile  you  for  reprcbcnting  as  breaches 
of  treaty,  the  subjugation  of  Holland  and  the 
j[»artilIon  ot  Germany, 


plain  against  taxes,  of  any  sort,  their  com- 
plaints are  always    to   be   heard  with  great 
caution,  not  to  say  suspicion.     Till  some- 
thing can  be  found  to   re-place  it,  most  as- 
suredly this  tax  ought   not  to  be  given  up; 
but,  if  any  thing  can  be  so  found,  to  perse- 
vere in  a  duty  on   tonnage  wiU   require  ar- 
guments such  as  we  have  not  yet    heard  to 
support  a  justification  of  the   minister.     At 
any  rate,  his  conduct  has  in  this,  as  in  every 
other  instruice,   been  ujarked  by  a  most  dis- 
gusting mixture  of  cunning  2nd  of  folly.   He 
knew,   that   the  Lord  Mayor   had   been   in- 
structed to  bring  forward  and   suppcft  a  pe- 
tition for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tonnage; 
He  obtains  a  suspension  of  the  Lord  Mayor".4 
proceedings,    under    the  pretext   that    they 
might  indirectly  tend    to  embarrass  the  ne- 
gotiations going  on  with  France,  and  during 
this  suspension,  he  brings  forward  his  consoli- 
dation act,  including  and  conjlrming  the  duty  or. 
tonnage! — And,  will   anyone  say,  then,  that 
he  is  not  worthy  of  the    house  in  Richmond 
Park  ? — The    consolidation   act    once   past, 
with  what   consistency  can   the  Parliament 
entertain  a  proposition  for  the  total  repeal  of 
a  duty,  which  they   have  just   before   con- 
firmed, by  making  its  rates  part  of  a  perma- 
nent code  of  custom-house  law  t  The  ship- 
owners,  aware   of  the  obvious  intention  of 
the  Minister,   have,  however,  begun  to  take 
measures  to  frustrate  it.     They  held  a  meet- 
ing, at  the  London  Tavern  on  the  2(3th  inst. 
at  which   they  resolved  to  bring  their  griev- 
ances  immediately  forward.     It  was  stated 
at  this   meeting,  that  "  the   Chancellor  of 
"  the  Exchequer  had  called  this   tax,  a  tax 
"  of  experiment,  and  that  he  stood  pledged  to 
"  the  House  of  Commons  and  to  the  coun- 
"  try,    to  shew   and  prove  the  result  of  it. 
"  That    he   had   now  had  the  experience  of 
"■  a  year.     We  are  (said  one  of  the  meeting) 
"  here  assembled  to  con^der  of  the  farther 
"   means   necessary   to    oppose    it,    and    wei' 
"  have  a  body  of  evidence  to  bring  forward 
"  in  support  of  our  objections,  and  to  prove 
"  that  we  are  navigating  our  ships  to  rio  profit  • 
"  the  Minister  stands  pledged  to  the  public 
"  and  us  to  prove  what  has  been  the  state  of 
"  the  shipping-interest   for   the  last   twelve' 
"  months."— In    this     we    perfectly    agree';. 
We,  too,  have  proof,  in  abundance,  thai  the 
shipping  and  the  sailors   are    fast   departing 
from  the  country.     What  we  foretold,  above; 
a   twelvemonth   ago,  has  been    perfectly  re- 
alized.    We  opposed  this  duly;  the  mo.nent 
it  made  its  appearance  ;   bt-T*,  u-e  cannot  for-= 
get,  that  Mk.  BuKDONj  the  favourite  of  the 
ship-ov/ners,  sanctioned   the   peacr,    whiili, 
has  produced  the  far  greater  part  of  tl-.e  iS\\' 
I  ing  off  ic  their  proMi;^,  and  that.,  so  jsie  s«r 
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December  last,  the  said  Mr.  Eukdon  stood 
foremost  amongst  the  eulogists  of  that  very 
minister,  of  whom  they  now  complain,  not 
because  he  has  bartered  awav  the  honours 
'•won  by  the  v.Tloiir  of  their  forefathers,  not 
becau-,e  he  has  imprinted  indelible  infamy 
on  their  country,  not  because  he  luis  done  a 
deed  th:U  wil!  bring  the  grey  hairs  of  their 
Sovereign  \iJ.;ii  sorrow  to  the  grave,  but  be- 
cause he  has  laid  his  hand  upon  their  beg- 
garly interests ! — Nevertheless,  as  these  in- 
terests are  intimately  connected,  more  so 
than  those  of  almost  any  other  description 
of  men,  will;  not  only  the  interests,  but  with 
the  !  aval  strength  and  the  independent  ex- 
istence of  the  country,  they  will,  we  hope, 
bt  manfully  and  effectually  supported  by  the 
parliament. 

The  Capf:  of  Good  Hope. — By  refer- 
ring to  our  domestic  intelligence,  p  6'26,  it 
Avili  be  perceived,  that  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  has,  at  last,  been  surrendered  entirely 
into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  and  that,  too, 
at  the  very  momeiit  when  we  were  arming 
for  3  war,  in  which  the  Dutch,  according 
to  existing  treaties,  sanctioned  by  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  must  be  our  enemies  !  We  ima- 
gine, that  this  news  will  give  a  new  turn  to 
the  present  negotiations;  and,  we  are  very 
happy  to  see,  that  the  orders  and  the  couv.ter- 
ordiVs,  respecting"  this  important  colony, 
Znive,  at  last,  become  a  subject  of  discussion 
in  Parliament.  Lokd  Fclkstone  brought 
forward,  on  the  28th  instant,  a  motion  for 
copies  of  the  dispatches  sent  to,  and  received 
from,  our  commander  at  the  Cape,  This 
motion  was  superseded  by  the  order  of  the 
day,  upon  the  ground,  on  the  part  of  the  mi- 
nisters, that  it  tended  to  anharrass  the  pre- 
sent negoUalivm  lui'h  France  I  But  what  can 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  is  now  no 
longer  in  our  hands,  wliich  was  finally  sur- 
rendered in  virtue  of  an  order  sent  out  in 
November  last  ;  what,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  tan  this  colony  have  to  do  with 
negotiations  now  pending  with  France,  ne 
gotialions  upon  a  dispute,  wlikb  must  neces- 
sarily l\i-ve  uiise?!  since  ibe  date  (if  that  order  ! 
The  ministers  »aid,  they  had  hoped,  that  no 
detached  questions,  respecting  iheir  conduct, 
would  be  agiiattd,  but  that  the  whole  would 
be  embraced  in  one  discussion.  This  is  pre- 
cisely the  evasive  language  which  they  held 
previous  to  tlie  discussion  of  the  definitive 
treaiy.  They  wish  to  crowd  all  the  nume- 
rous and  important  subjects  necesssiy  to  be 
discussed,  the  rise,  the  progress,  the  result, 
and  the  probable  consecjuences  of  their  re- 
ruonstrances  respecting  Switzerland,  of  their 
recapture  and  subsequent  surrender  of  the 
Cape,  of  iheir  non-eyacuation  of  Goree,  of 
tj;]eir  dtkiy  to  evacuate  Sgyptj  of  their  ;iew 
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conventions  respecting  Malta,  of  their  pre- 
sent retention  of  that  island,  of  their  Mes- 
sage to  Parliament,  of  their  calling  out  the 
militia  without  lawful  cause,  of  the  decre- 
pitude of  the  navy,  and  of  the  depreciation 
of  public  credit  ;  all  these  they  wish  to 
crowd  into  the  discussion  of  one  '•ingle  even- 
ing, consisting  of  eight  hours,  six  of  which 
will  be  taken  up  with  their  own  studied  so- 
phistical harangues.  How  is  the  Parliament 
to  proceed  to  an  examination  into  their  con- 
duct, without  being  pre.'viously  possessed  of 
the  papers,  from  which  alone  a  just  opinion 
of  diat  conduct  can  be  formed  .>  And  of 
these  papers,  \\  hat  part  is  at  once  so  neces- 
sary and  so  entirely  unconnected  with  the 
subjects  of  the  present  nrgoliation,  as  that 
part  which  relates  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope?  This  colony  is  no  longer  ours:  it 
once  was  J  and,  surely,  it  may  now  be  per- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Commons  to  enquire 

when,  and  how  it  was  disposed  of! But, 

say  they.  Lord  Folkstone,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  disavows  any  intention  to  em- 
barrass the  present  negotiations,  clearly  sig- 
nifies it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  tliese  7iegotia- 
tions  are  closely  conneeted  ivitb  our  proeeedings 
at  tbe  Cape.  Not  so.  His  lordship  said  (we 
quote  the  True  Briton),  that  "  he  wanted. 
"  to  compare  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the 
"  dispatches,  which  informed  ministers  of 
"  the  detention,  or  re-capture,  of  the  Cape, 
"  with  the  date  of  his  Majesty's  Message  to 
"  that  House,  because  he  did  believe,  that 
"  those  dispatehes  condueed  to  the  Message  and 
"  tbe  consequent  armament."  And,  in  order 
to  show  that  these  measures  could  be  pro- 
duced by  no  other  cause,  his  lordship  cited 
tile  declarations  of  the  French  oflidal  p?- 
per,  and  of  Buonaparte  himself.  But,  be- 
cause he  thought  that  the  news  of  the  re- 
capture of  the  Cape  was  the  real  cause  of 
tlie  Message  and  of  the  armament ;  because 
he  thought,  that  the  present  dispute  with 
France  was  z'/M'tv^/cTf/ for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
guising the  real  motive  of  that  Message  and 
that  armament,  did  it  follow,  thence,  that 
he  regarded  tbe  Cape  itself  as  a  subject  of 
discussion  at  tbis  iivie,  when  it  is  known  that 
the  place  is  no  longer  in  our  hands  ?  All 
that  his  lordship  seems  to  have  asked  for, 
was,  to  be  informed  of  the  time  when  mi- 
nisters received  an  aeeount  of  the  re- capture  cf 
tbe  Cape.,\\\  oxAtx  \.\\\'i\\c  might  compare  it 
with  tbe  dale  of  ibe  Kiiig's  Message.  What 
possible  inconvenience  to  the  present  nego- 
tiations could  arise  from  the  giving  of  this 
information  }  It  might,  however,  have  pro- 
duced great  inconvenience  to  the  7ninisters  ; 
for,  unless  we  are  greatly  deceived,  the  pa- 
pers, called  for  by  Lord  Folkstone, 
would  have  completely   stripped   oif   iUeir 
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mask,  and  would  have  discovered  lo  the  as- 
tonished beholders,  that  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  that  this  colony  now  no  longer  in  our 
possession,  and  o^i  wliich  we  shall  never  "-et 
foot  again,  has  been  the  cause,  the  only  true 
cause  of  all  our  warlike  array  !  — The  French 
allege,  and  with  every  appearance  of  truth, 
that  the  King's  Message,  together  with  the 
subsequent  hostile  preparations  on  the  part 
of  this  country,  had  no  other  foundation 
than  the  apprehensions,  ^^vblch  the  ministers  en- 
tertained of  the  consequences  that  might  arise 
from  their  forcible  retention  of  the  Cape. — I'he 
French  official  gazette  has  uniformly  assert- 
ed, in  flat  contradiction  to  the  Message, 
that,  as  to  "  military  preparations  carrying 
on  in  the  ports  of  France  and  HcUnud," 
there  were  none  other  than  those  which  h^d 
been  carrying  on  ever  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace:  and  that,  with  respect  to 
"  discussions  subsisting  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  French  government,"  there  were,  at 
the  date  of  the  Message,  not  only  none  "  of 
great  importance,"  but  that  there  were  no 
discussions  fl/ j// then  so  subsisting.  These 
assertions  have  been  corroborated  by  Buona- 
parte's own  declaration,  made  to  Lord 
Whitworth,  in  the  presence  of  the  ambas- 
sadors of  all  the  courts  of  Lurope  ;  and,  we, 
for  our  parts,  believe  them  to  be  perfectly 
correct.  —  L'pon  a  mature  consideration, 
therefore,  of  all  the  circumstances,  past, 
present,  and  prospective,  we  look  upon  the 
following  as  being  the  true  history  of  the 
message  and  of  the  armament,  and  to  this 
disgraceful  history  we  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  every  one  of  our  readers. — In 
the  month  of  October  last,  the  ministers 
•were  seized  with  a  ht  of  vigour,  which  led 
them  to  resolve  on  keeping  possession  of 
Malta,  the  Cape,  Denierara,  &c.  by  way  of 
counterpoise  against  the  encroachments  of 
France,  in  Italy,  Switzerland,  and  Holland. 
In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  they  dis- 
patched an  order  to  retain  the  Cape,  Deme- 
rara.  Sec.  and  soon  after  inserted,  in  the  True 
Briton,  the  following  observations,  intended 
to  prepare  the  Public  for  a  favourable  re- 
ception of  the  measure,  "  His  Mctjesty's 
"  ministers  cannot  proceed  to  carry  into 
"  effect  the  articles  of  ihe  treaty  with  France, 
"  which  relate  to  the  cessions  to  be  made, 
"  ivithont  nezu  stipulations.  If  the  Chief 
•'  Consul  annexes  Piedmont  to  the  republic, 
"  let  us  keep  Malta;  if  he  interferes  in  the 
"  affairs  of  Holland,  let  us  keep  ihe  Cape, 
"  Dcmcrara,  and  Esseguiho."  This  article 
appeared  on  the  30ih  of  October,  the  order 
to  retain  the  Cape,  and  Demerara  having 
been  sorne  days  at  sea.  On  the  1st  of  No- 
lyembcr  arrived  the  Moniteur^  containing  a 
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sort  of  manifesto,  (l)  In  which  France  re- 
peated her  determination  to  exchule  this 
country  from  any  concern  whatever  in  tlie 
affairs  of  the  continent,  but,  in  whiili  !na- 
nifesto,  the  Consul  threw  all  the  blame  of 
n;isunderstanding,  not  upon  the  English  mi- 
nisters, but  upon  Lhcir  restless  opponents,  ex- 
pressing, at  the  same  time,  his  hope,  that 
those  turbulent  spirits  would  not  be  "  able 
"  to  produce  a  change  in  the  PRUDENT 
"  MINISTRY  by  which  Great  Rrifain  is 
"  governed"  This  manifesto  caused  an  en- 
tire, and  almost  instantaneous,  change  of 
system  in  the  English  cabinet  j  and,  on  the 
5th  of  November,  only  four  days  after  the. 
manifesto  was  received  in  London,  the  True 
Briton  conveyed  an  indication  ot  this  change  : 
"  The  King's  rainistevs  will  be  moderale,  but 
"  firm.  They  must  recollect  hcnv  much  the 
"  relative  situation  of  France  with  this  cnun-. 
"  try  is  changed  since  the  signature  of  the 
"  treaty  of  y\  miens;  but,  if  any  compromise 
"  can  he  made  zuith  respect  to  the  conqueits  ive 
"  still  retain,  reserving  to  us  even  less  than 
"  our  just  demands,  we  trust,  they  will  be 
"  disposed  to  evince  their  moderation  by  ac- 
"  cepting  such  compromise,  rather  than  have 
"  recourse  to  the  dreadful  alternative  of  ivar." 
In  conformity  with  this  sentiment,  though 
France  had,  in  the  interim,  formally  coni-^ 
pleted  the  annexation  of  Piedmont,  and  had- 
interfered,  in  a  manner  more  direct  than, 
ever,  in  the  affairs  of  Holland,  the  ministers 
determined  to  revoke  their  order  for  the  re- 
tention of  the  Cape,  Demerara,  &c.  and  the, 
counter-order  was,  accordingly  dispalchfd,- 
in  the  hope  that  it  would  overtake  the  order 
for  retention,  which,  in  that  case,  would 
never  have  been  either  executed  or  heard  of. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  order  for  the 
retention  arrived  first,  and  in  time  to  be 
executed,  they  had  to  prepare  agai.nst  the 
odium  and  tlie  hostility,  to  which  i!ie  intel- 
ligence of  its  execution  must  inevitably  give 
rise.  In  this  state  of  suspense,  therefore, 
they  called  upon  Parliauient  for  large  peace 
establishments,  disguising  the  real  motive 
under  the  broad  pretext  of  being  in  a  state 
of  preparation  against  the  vast  power  and 
ambitious  views  of  France,  as  if  that  pouer 
and  those  views  had  recently  njade  tln-ir  ap- 
pearance !  If  news  had  arrived,  tli.it  tiie 
counter-order  (the  order  to  give  up  the 
Q.:i^<i)  hwA  overtaken  the  oid-r  to  retain  it  j; 
if  such  news  had  been  receivrd,  then  an  ex- 
cuse would  have  been  frarr.eU  for  reducing 
the  establishments,  or,  those  establishmenis 
would  have  existed  upon  ])aper  only.  But, 
unfortunately  for   the  Richniond  Park   mir 
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iiisters,  though  their  order  against  Deme- 
rara  was  too  late,  that  for  the  retention  of 
the  Cape  arrived  in  time,  and  was  punc- 
tually executed.  Of  this  ikey  bad  intelligence 
en  the  6ib  of  March,  hi  the  7Ugbt.  On  the 
/th,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  dis- 
patches arrived  at  Windsor,  whereupon  the 
King,  who  was  preparing  to  hunt  that  day, 
gave  directions  for  his  immediate  return  to 
London.  He  arrived  about  one  o'clock,  and 
a  cabinet  council  was  held  at  Buckingham- 
House  at  three  o'clock,  at  which  council  the 
rnessage  was  determined  on,  and  the  procla- 
mation, for  encouraging  seamen  to  enter, 
was  signed.  The  next  day,  the  8th  of  March, 
the  message  was  communicated  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  press  warrants  were  issued  and 
executed.  On  the  ICih  of  March,  two  days 
after  the  message  had  been  communicated, 
the  Public  heard  rumours  of  the  retentwu  of 
the  Cape;  and,  a  few  days  later,  that  event 
was  circumstaiiLiaily  announced,  through  the 
English  news-papers,  to  the  astonished  go- 
vernments of  France  and  Holland,  who  had 
never  before  received  the  slightest  intima- 
tion of  the  matter!  This  was  war  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes.  General  Dundas  ab- 
solutely captured  the  Cape,  and  the  instru- 
ment by  which  he  took  possession  of  it  was, 
accordingly,  called  a  capitulation.  The  etfcct 
which  this  would  have  had,  if  it  had  found 
us  in  a  state  oi  profound  peace,  ihe  ministers 
foresaw  ;  and,  therefore,  they  invented  the 
pretexts,  held  forth  in  his  Majesty's  mes- 
sage, of  "  military  preparations  in  the  ports 
"  of  France  and  Holland,"'  and  of  "  impor- 
"  tant  discussions  between  his  Majesty  and 
"  the  French  governn:ient."  To  have  suf- 
fered the  capitulation  of  the  Dutch  garrison 
at  the  Cape  to  come  upon  the  country  un- 
armed, unprepared  for,  and  unexpecting 
war;  to  have  suffered  this  event  to  be  an 
rounced  to  Europe,  at  a  moment  when  our 
ministers  were,  in  every  possible  way,  incul- 
cating the  opinion  oi  permanent  peace;  this 
would  have  been  too  glaring,  too  evidently 
perfidious,  and  too  hostile  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  not  to  have  shocked  even  the 
most  stupid  and  most  base  part  of  the  na- 
tion. Therefore  they  armed;  therefore  they 
feigned  pretexts  of  alarm;  therefore  they 
raised  a  war-like  bustle,  amidst  the  circum- 
stances of  which,  the  re- capture  of  the  Cape 
might  find  a  sortof  tacit  justification,  in  the 
minds,  at  least,  of  all  those  who  would  not 
reflect,  that  the  "  military  preparations"  and 
"  imponanr  discussions"  of  the  month  of 
March  could  form  no  ground  for  re-cap- 
turing the  Cape  in  the  precedirg  December. — 
Having  grounded  their  armament  upon  the 
double  pretext  of  extraordinary  military  pre- 
parations,   and  of    diplomatic  discussions, 


and,  being  well  assured,  that  the  former  did, 
not  exist,  they  were  compelled  to  make  the 
latter  ;  and,  if  ever  the  papers  relative  to 
the  present  negotiation  are  made  public,  it 
will  be  seen,  that  it  originated  with  them, 
and  that,  too,  at  the  very  same  time  that  the 
message  was  resolved  on.  Why  did  they 
fix  on  Malta  as  the  subject  of  dispute  ?  Be- 
cause they  bad  nothing  else  left  in  their 
hands.  Their  counter  order  would,  they 
knew,  deprive  them  of  the  Cape  :  Deraerara, 
&:c.  were  gone  before  ;  Egypt  was  demanded 
by  the  Porte,  and  nothing  remained  but 
Malta.  That  there  existed,  previous  to  the 
message,  no  dispute  about  this  place  is  evi- 
dent from  several  circumstances.  They  had, 
we  now  find,  given  up  the  point  as  to  the 
suppression  of  the  Langues  of  Castille  and 
Aragon  ;  they  had  consented  to  the  mode  of 
election,  by  which  the  Bailli  Thomasi  be- 
came Grand  Master ;  the  non  acceptance  of 
the  powers  invited  to  join  in  the  guarantee 
could  be  no  lawful  obstacle  to  the  fulfilment 
of  the  treaty;  and,  the  Consul  of  France,  in 
opening  the  session  of  the  legislature,  stated 
the  final  evacuation  to  be  at  hand.  "  Some 
"  British  troops,"  said  he,  "  still  rerpain  at 
"  Alexandria  and  Malta  :  of  this  our  go- 
"  vcrnment  had  a  right  to  complain,  but  it 
"  has  learned,  that  the  ships  destined  to  con- 
"  vey  them  to  Europe,  are  in  the  Alediterra- 
"  7iean."  This  was  the  light  in  \vhich  the 
Consul  viewed  the  state  of  the  aftiir  of  Mal- 
ta, on  the  22d  of  February,  only  thirteen 
days  previous  to  the  date  of  the  King's  mes- 
sage. The  French  government  had,  before 
that  time,  had  a  "  right  lo  complain"  of  de- 
lay in  the  evacuation  of  Malta  ;  bat,  at  the 
time  of  making  the  address  (22d  of  Fe- 
bruary,) "  it  had  learned"  that  the  ships, 
destined  to  convey  our  troops  home,  "  ivere 
"  in  the  Mediterranean."  Frem  lubom  had  it 
learned  this?  From  our  ministers.'  Yes;  and 
we  would  venture  our  lives,  that  they  put 
off,  from  day  to  day,  the  evacuation  of  Malta, 
for  no  other  purpose  in  the  world,  than  that 
of  having  soinetbing  to  raahc  a  dispute  about, 
some  excuse  for  arming  the  country,  in  case 
their  order  for  retaining  the  Cape  should  be. 
carried  into  execution  before  their  counter- 
order  arrived.  At  any  rate,  there  could  not 
be,  on  the  22d  of  February,  any  discussions!^ 
respecting  Malta  between  his  Majesty  and 
the  government  of  France  ;  for,  if  there  had, 
Buonaparte  never  would  have  spoken  on  the, 
subject  in  the  words  here  correctly  cited, 
from  his  speech;  he  never  would  have  de- 
scribed all  matter  of  complaint  as  being  put 
an  end  to  by  the  arrival  of  the  ships  destined 
(o  carry  away  the  British  troops.  If,  then, 
there  were  no  discussions  existing,  thirteen 
days  previous  to  the  date  of  the  niessagsj 
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what  "  important  discussions"  could  have 
arisRn  in  that  short  space  of  lime  ?  Buona- 
parte has  declared,  that  there  were  no  dis- 
cussions at  all  existing,  even  at  the  date  of 
the  message  5  and,  as  the  ministers  have  not 
contradicted  him,  so  we  believe  they  cannot 
do  it,  without  being  guilty  of  a  direct  and  un- 
.qualified  falsehood,  which  it  is  in  his  power, 
at  any  time,  to  detect  and  expose. "—To  the 
retention  of  the  Cape,  therefore,  and  to  that 
alone,  we  must  look  for  the  real  cause  oi  the 
message,  of  the  armament,  of  the  present 
negotiation,  and  of  the  war,  if  a  war  should 
be  the  result :  to  an  order,  issued  on  no  bet- 
ter ground  than  (he  republican  sallies  of  the 
news-paperj  in  favour  of  the  Swiss,  and  re- 
voked from  no  other  motive  than  that  of 
preserving  ministerial  power  :ind  emolument 
through  the  friendship  of  Buonaparte  j  to 
this  order,  to  this  act  so  worthy  of  the  "safe 
"  politicians/'  we  must  attribute  all  the 
alarm,  the  uncertainty  and  embarrassn)ent 
that  have  arisen,  all  the  enormous  expense 
that  will  arise,  andall  the  blood  that  may  flow, 
from  the  present  hostile  preparations. —  ihat 
Malta,  or  any  other  of  owr  concjuests,  would 
be  justly  reiained  is  certain  ;  bec;)use  France 
has  been,  frbm  the  day  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded, in  a  continual  infraction  of  it  :  that 
war,  too,  is  necessary,  and  that,  in  a  few 
months,  it  will  be  unavoidable  by  any  other 
means  than  that  of  subjugation  to  France, 
rio  man  not  blinded  by  ignorance  or  base- 
ness will  deny :  bnt,  that  Malta  should  have 
been  felained,  and  that  the  country  should 
tie  placed  in  its  present  situation,  from  a 
cause  such  as  we  have  described,  is  a  con- 
sideration that  would  rouze  any  people  not 
perfectly  reconciled  to  humiliation  and  dis- 
grace.— Towards  such  a  people  the  minis- 
ters, provided  they  can  cotue  with  peace  in 
their  mouths,  will  not  tind  it  difficult  to 
make  a  satisfactory  excuse  for  their  conduct. 
The  most  trifling  shew  of  compensation  for 
all  this  embarrassment  and  expense  will 
suffice.  Somctbing,  however",  must  be  in- 
vented. With  a  very  great  majority  no- 
thing at  all,  nothing  but  the  bare  name  of 
peace,  will  be  necessary  :  but  there  are  a 
i6\v  persons,  who  will  ask  tor  a  little  more, 
fliid  to  obtain  this  little  is,  we  imagine,  the 
only  object  which  the  ministers  now  have 
in  view.  Buonaparte,  on  the  other  hand, 
thinks  himself  sutficienlly  generous  iri  par- 
doning their  capitulation  at  the  Cape;  yet, 
foj:  the  sake  of  keeping  tbcm  in  their  places, 
'till  he  is  quite  prepared  to  make  an  attack 
upon  Ireland  or  England,  he  may  possibly 
furnish  them  with  something  wherewith  to 
give  to  theit-  measures  the  appearance  of 
having  had  a  legititnate  and  laudable  ob- 
ject.    Tc"  obtain  this  boon  they  are  now 
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upon  their  knees  before  him  j  and,  as  they 
will,  in  return,  make  to  him  any  sacrifice 
of  the  permanent  interests  of  their  country, 
they  will,  for  this  and  for  the  before-men- 
tioned forcible  reason,  be  very  likely  to  ob- 
tain it.  The  precise  nature  and  atuount  of 
this  boon  it  would  be  difficult  even  to  guess 
at.  Some  miserable  accommodation  about 
Malta  will  probably  take  place;  some 
quirking  cornpact,  whicii  shall  hare  thtj 
sound  of  dignity  with  the  sense  of  disgrace  ; 
soiuething  or  other  that  <3hall  satisfy  the 
sellish,  deceive  the  ignorant,  and,  by  the 
means  of  their  united  noise,  silence  ths 
loyal,  the  patriotic,  and  the  wise.  Not  for 
their  country,  therefore,  but  for  themselves 
are  they  now  negotiating  with  Buonaparte, 
seeing  that  no  hope  cap  be  entertained  of 
success  with  Mr.  Pitt. 

Change  of  Mivistry. — And,  is  it 
with  men  like  these  that  the  Fitzv/illiams, 
the  Spencers,  the  Grenvilles,  the  Pitts,  and 
the  Windhams  are  to  join  !  V/il!  they  as- 
sume a  shaie  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
retention  of  the  Cape?  Will  they,  too, 
crouch  at  the  feet  of  Buonaparte  ?  Will  the 
Moiras  and  the  Greys  do  this,  for  the  sake 
of  partaking  in  the  honours  of  the  Rich- 
mond Park  ministry  ?  No.  Most  assuredly 
they  will  not;  and,  therefore,  no  change 
will  take  place,  'till  \vt  receive  a  blow  that 
shall  shake  the  monarchy  itself  to  the  centre. 
—  Lord  Melville,  indeed,  together  with  the 
Roses,  ths  Longs,  and  some  few  others  of 
that  description,  are,  v.e  believe,  tendering 
their  services  to  the  ministry  ;  but,  this  set 
is  w^orn  out  ;  they  are  absolutely  blown 
upon  by  the  nation.  The  ministers  want 
protection,  and  that,  they  well  know,  is  not 
to  be  found  from  those  who  are  willing  to 
join  them.  They  want  shelter,  which  tiiey 
would  not  find  under  the  battered,  brazen 
shield  of  Lord  Mdvilie,  though  backed  by 
his  trusty  and  well-disciplined  clan  — Noj 
the  ministers,  the  ''•  Siife  politicians,"  want 
associates  wiiose  talents  and  whose  influ- 
ence will  operate  as  an  aet  of  ohlivion  for  all 
that  has  been  done  since  the  signature  cf 
the  peace.  For  this  end,  they  would  sur- 
render a  part  of  their  power  and  emolu- 
ments ;  but,  if  their  conduct  is  to  be  en- 
quired into,  if  they  are,  in  good  earnest,  to. 
be  made  answerable  for  the  great  and  nu- 
merous evils  which  they  have  brought  upon 
their  country,  then  there  is  no  motive  for 
yielding  any  portion  of  their  places,  which 
they,  doubtless,  regard  as  a  sort  of  hush- 
money,  ^xsgx^  to  those  who  may  join  them. 
And,  again  we  a.sk,  will  the  FitzwilliamS) 
the  Moiras,  the  Spencers,  the  Grenvilles, 
the  Pitts,  the  Windhams,  or  the.  Greys  take 
this  hush-money  ?  Will  they  iho*  dishonour 
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and  dcba-ie  tberiTiclvcs  in  the  eyes  of  then- 
country  and  of  the  world  ?  And,  vvere  this 
thing  possible,  would  the  people  silently 
witness  so  shameful,  so  detestable  a  juggle? 
Yes,  the  people  not  only  mi^ht,  but  they 
would  ;  for,  such  is  the  state  of  indifference, 
jnto  which  the  disgraces  of  the  last  eigh- 
teen months  have  reduced  them,  that  we, 
from  our  souls  believe,  that  they  would  not 
utter  a  remonstrance,  though  Jersey,  Guern- 
sey, and  the  Is! -»  of  Wight  should  be  yielded 
to  Frsnce,  and  though  they  themselves 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  tribute  to 
Buonaparte.  But,  to  rouzs  them  from  this 
state,  this  deadly  state,  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
DOW  the  object  of  those  who  wish  to  save 
the  country  ;  and,  is  this  object  to  be  eifect- 
cd  by  a  low  selfish  juggle,  such  as  we  have 
described  ?  No,  never.  And  we  further 
believe,  that  a  return  of  the  former  minis- 
try, to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  persons, 
■would  have  no  very  great  good  effect.  It 
woulj,  indeed,  put  a  stop  to  degrading  con- 
cessions, it  would  revive  confidence  in  the 
commercial  and  monied  men,  it  would  re- 
store us  to  some  little  degree  of  consequence 
abroad;  but,  in  ibi:  hearts  of  the  people,  there, 
*'  where  we  must  live,  or  have  no  life,  the 
"  fountain  from  which  our  current  runs, 
**  or  else  dries  up  ;"  on  that  most  precious, 
that  vital  part  of  the  empire,  such  a  change 
"would,  we  sincerely  believe,  be  very  far 
from  producing  an  effect  commensurate 
ivith  the  perils  of  cur  situation.  To  restore 
this  country  to  her  former  greatness,  to  save 
her  from  destruction  (for  she  must  be  great 
or  she  must  be  nothing),  the  people  must 
be  rouzed  from  their  lethargy,  they  mu-^t 
be  animated,  their  minds  must  be  filled 
with  high  and  honourable  notions,  their 
danger  must  be  placed  fairly  before  them, 
and  they  must  be  made  to  resolve,  not  only 
on  a  resistance  of  that  danger,  but  on  a  re- 
moval of  the  cause  of  it.  Unless  this  can 
be  accomplished,  the  country  is  doomed  to 
sink,  not  into  poverty,  in-,ignificance,  and 
contempt,  but  into  absolute  slavery.  And 
this,  we  think  cannot  be  accomplished  with- 
out an  administration,  which,  in  presenting 
something  ?iiyiu  as  well  as  great,  shall  excite 
new  hopes.  The  present  ministers  can  be 
looked  upon  as  nothing  tnoie,  they  cr^  look- 
ed upon  as  nothing  more,  than  the  dregs  of 
the  old  administration  J  the  mere  return, 
therefore,  of  that  old  administration,  v/ould 
only  tend  to  revive  party  animo  ities,  unac- 
companied with  any  one  sentiment  favour- 
able to  the  energy  of  the  governiriCnt  or  the 
salvation  of  the  country.     A  cpinistry  com 


posed  of  talents,  and  of  great  public  influ- 
ence, collected  from  all  the  parties  that 
have  hitherto  existed,  taking,  as  t lie  bond 
of  their  union,  an  inflexible  Jeterminatioa 
to  resist  the  aggrandizement  of  France,  and, 
as  a  proof  thai  they  tliemselves  are  pledged 
to  a  real  responsibility,,  bringing  the  present 
ministers  to  a  strict  account  for  their  con- 
duct ;  with  an  administration  so  formed, 
so  cemented,  and  so  acting,  the  people 
would  venture  their  last  shilling  and  their 
last  drop  of  blood  ;  but,  by  any  change 
which  shall  bear  the  marks  of  juggle,  of 
selfishness,  of  mere  love  of  rule,  of  rank,  or 
of  money,  they  will  remain  totally-  unmov- 
ed. They  will  continus  obedient  and  si- 
lent, but  it  will  be  a  cold  grudging  obedi- 
ence and  a  sullen  silence. — Next  to  a  mi- 
nistry, such  as  v/s  v/ish  to  see,  an  Oppositw?i 
of  the  same  stamp  is  desirable.  Tiie  old 
ground  of  warfare,  between  the  great  and 
leading  men  of  the  country,-  no  longer  ex- 
ists. Though  not  in  place,  they  are  in  par- 
hamcnt,  and  there  they  ought  to  unite  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  our  final  destruc- 
tion. And,  why  do  they  not  so  unite  ? 
Why  are  they  all  silent  in  their  seats, 
though,  out  of  those  seats,  every  one  of 
them  unreservedly  declares,  that  the  pre- 
.sent  measures  directly  lead  to  inevitable 
ruin  ?  Is  it  that  they  are  all  seeiiing  to  gra- 
tify their  own  ambition  ;  and,  not  being 
able  to  agree  as  to  the  division  of  the 
power,  is  each  afraid  to  stir,  lest  his  move- 
ments should  favour  the  viev/s  of  his  rival  ? 
Are  they  actuated  by  motives  like  this  }  Is 
this  the  tenure  on  which  Mr,  Addington 
holds  his  place  }  Is  it  thus  that  they  are 
held  in  silence  and  subjection  ;  that  they 
are  become  the  mere  automata,  the  sport, 
the  tnockery  of  a  man,  by  whom,  while 
they  look  on  him  with  ineffable  contempt, 
they  are  twirled  about  on  the  pivot  of  their 
own  interests  ?  This  were,  indeed,  a  shame, 
a  disgrace,  too  great  to  be  endured,  and  we 
trust  that  the  result  will  contradict  the 
supposition. 

POSTSCUIPT. 

We  have  ju'^t  heard,  that  an  order  has  been 
issued,  in  Fiance,  to  pievent  Englishmen  from 
going  to  any  ot'thc  sea-ports,  Calais  excepted. — 
l"h!S  will  deprive  ihe  Spmiel-like  lords  of  the  ho- 
nour of  any  longer  licking  the  dust  off  Huona- 
paite's  shoe?, — It  may,  too,  perhaps,  mar  the  for- 
tunes of  our  female  adventurers,  who  had  set  their 
caps  at  the  marauding  cut-throat  generals. 

NOTICES. 
The  Epistle  from  Capt.  Macnamara's  N'-.wfound- 
landdcg  to  I.oid  I'elham's  Spaniel,  is  excellent  ;  but 
to  insert  it  in  the  Register  would  be  a  departure 
from  our  rule. 

.-•      .     !    ,  .  LONDON^ 
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ON  KER  PORTER,  AKD  HIS  BATTLE 
OF  LODI. 

Mr.  Cobeett, — As  we  seem  to  be  npon 
tlie  point  of  another  contest  with  our  inve- 
terate foe,  it,  is  of  some  consequence  to 
brave  the  dispositions  whicli  our  country- 
rnen  bring  with  them  to  it.  On  former 
occasions,  an  attachment  to  our  country, 
and  a  spirit  of  proud  defiance  to  the  enemy, 
have  been  cuhivated  in  all  popular  ways,  as 
necessary  preparatives  for  times  of  hardship 
and  struggle.  Places  of  public  exiiibition, 
the  theatres  of  every  description,  (not  for- 
getting our  old  friends  Master  Astley  and 
Sadler's  Wells)  have  been  eager  to  celebrate 
deeds  of  poivess  that  have  adorned  the  an- 
nals of  England  in  former  wars.  Music 
and  painting  have  concurred  in  the  same 
patriotic  purpose  3  songs  and  pictures,  by 
recording  ancient  triumphs  of  British  valour, 
have  stimulated  the  rising  generation  to 
equal  exertions  in  the  same  race  of  glory. 
He  who  could  not  be  expected  to  do  his 
country  service  by  his  niusquet  or  sword, 
was  anxious  to  give  it  the  benefit  of  his  pen 
or  his  pencil.  ]  have  no  quarrel  with  the 
theatres  at  present,  though  I  find  it  a  little 
difficult  to  forget  a  certain  improvetl  edi- 
tion of  Coriolanus  exhibited  a  few  years 
ago.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  John  Hull  has 
resumed  his  station  upon  the  boards;  long 
may  he  hold  it  !  Painting  has  done  fairly  in 
popular  exhibitions  of  Aboukir  and  Copen- 
hagen. But  I  am  led  to  trouble  you  upon 
the  occasion  of  one  exhibition  now  open  to 
the  Public,  which  I  am  rather  surprized  has 
fiot  yet  received  some  mark  of  puv:)lic  repro- 
bation, I  mean  Mr.  Ker  Porter's  exhibition 
of  Buonaparte's  triumphs,  at  the  l.vceum. 

Sir,  that  an  English  artist  should  not  be 
able  to  find  employment  enough  for  his 
talents,  if  they  were  ten  times  as  great  as 
any  this  said  Mr.  Ker  Porter  has  to  boast 
in  the  glorious  deeds  of  his  own  countrvmen, 
will  be  surprizing  enough  to  those  who  re- 
member the  names  of  Howe,  Duncan,  St. 
Vincent,  Nelson,  Hood,  Snivth,  Saumarez, 
Abercromby,  Hutchinson,  Harris,  and  an 
100  others,  whom  fame's  hundred  trumprts 
can  never  sufficiently  proclaim  to  the  world. 
In  the  na(ne  of  common  decency,  and  com- 
mon gratitude,  why  are  the  artists  of  this 
country  to  quit  the  fond  themi-s  of  JCritish 
glory?  Is  it  a  British  feeling  !  hat  inclines 
them  so  to  do,  at  a  time  when  every  British 
interest  depends  upon  the  elevation  of  Bri- 
tish spirit }  Even  to  wander  to  foreign 
transactions  at  all,  though  of  nations  per- 
Itctly  neutral  or  inditferent,  seems  hardly 
seasonable  at  the  present  moment.  We 
wai:t  our  talents  at  present  for  our  own  pur- 
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poses  ;  we  can't  spare  the  use  of  them  to 
strangers  at  a  crisis,  when  every  man  must 
help  his  country  in  the  way  that  he  can; 
but  for  a  man  to  select  the  enemies  of  his 
country  as  the  objects  of  his  decoration,  and 
to  exhibit,  with  all  the  degrading  effect: 
which  his  powers  of  art  enable  him  to  do, 
the  heart-breaking  event  of  the  overthrow 
of  his  country's  minds  united  in  the  same 
generous  struggle  for  the  salvation  of  Eu- 
rope, argues  surely  a  very  unnatural  per- 
version of  mind.  What  are  we  to  expect 
next  ! — The  glorious  victory  of  Gemappe, 
or  the  proud  triumphs  of  Quiberon  Bay  ? 
Mr.  Ker  Porter,  I  presume,  is  to  lay  hold  ot* 
every  scene  of  disaster  that  has  happened  10 
Great  Britain  or  lis  friends,  in  order  to  plane 
his  laurels  as  thick  as  they  will  stick  toge- 
ther upon  the  brow  of  his  favoured  hero. 
And  is  a  British  public  to  encourage  such  a 
corruption  of  taste  !  such  a  deff-ct  of  feel- 
ing !  such  an  abandonment  of  principle  ! 
Who  that  has  the  heart  of  an  Englishman, 
can  look  at  such  a  picture,  but  with  horror 
at  the  piece,  and  indignation  at  the  artist, 
who  is  mean  enough  to  lend,  or  (possibly)  to 
sell  his  talents  for  such  a  purpose  in  the  ca- 
pital of  the  British  Empire  } 

I  know  that  the  apology  for  all  this  is 
the  cant  that  is  making  its  way  in  the 
world — "that  artists  are  of  nocountry." In  a 
little  time,  1  fear,  his  Majesty  will  have  no 
subjects  left — so  many  classes  of  us  are 
running  a  race  after  Anacharsis  Cloots,  to 
be  citizens  of  the  world  and  ambassadors  of 
the  human  race.  Royal  philosophers  are  to 
lay  themselves  at  the  reet  of  French  philoso- 
phers— for  "  philvsopbers  arc  of  720  country  !" 
British  merchants  are  to  stock  the  naval 
arsenals  of  France  with  stores — for  ^'merchaiits 
are  of  no  coiaiiry  T  Presidents  of  Rnyal  Aca- 
demies are  to  give  for  their  public  toast, 
"  peace  an^ongst  the  artists  though  war  be- 
"  tweeii  the  countries  !" — for  arllsis,  it  seems, 
ha've  no' country  !  1  doubt  a  little  whether 
we  are  substantially  improved  by  being  ?o 
many  of  us  thus  sublimed  into  independent 
gentlemen — independent  of  our  govern- 
ments, of  our  civil  relations,  and  our  civil 
duties.  The  old  system  bid  as  fair  tor  so- 
cial happiness,  in  which  every  man,  be  he 
whit  he  might,  was  conceived  to  be  Indi- 
vidually embarked  in  the  fortunes  of  his 
country;  a  friend  to  its  friends,  and  an  enemy 
to  Its  enemies.  I  an)  a  little  of  the  mind 
of  a  very  plain  gentleman  whom  I  saw  at 
that  same  exhibition  room,  before  this 
odious  raree-show  Vv'as  publicly  announced. 
On  his  enquiring  what  subject  engaged  the 
artist's  pencil  at  that  time,  and  being  in- 
formed, he  expressed  some  concern,  that  a 
Eritiih  artist  should  be  driven  to  celebrate 


643'] 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


[644 


French  victories  over  British  allies.  The 
Cicerone  fiippantly  replied,  that  "  artists  are 
of  no  country,"  which  he  answered  by  quietly 
remarking,  that  "  be  lubo  ivas  of  no  country^ 
deserved  to  be  kicked  out  of  every  country." 

JMISOCOSMOPOLIS. 


EEMAKKS  ON  SWENSKA  S  LETTER,  WITH 
KEGARO  TO  THE  POLITICS  OF  FRANCE 
AND    KUSSIA. 

Sir, — This  excellent  letter  contains  many 
judicious  remarks,  and  shows  macii  sound 
judgment  and  extensive  political  knowledge  ; 
but  I  differ  with  him  in  some  few  particu- 
lars, which  I  beg  leave  to  state,  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  he  will  concur  in  my  opinion 
when  he  sliall  have  maturely  considered  my 
argumrnts. — What  he  says,  p.  420,  "  Tbat 
"  tbe  revolution  bas  in  no  ivise  altered  tbe  poli- 
"  tics  of  France ;  it  bas  changed  the  actors,  a?ui 
"  they  ba-ve  adopted  nevj  measures,"  is  most 
accurately  stated,  and  it  is  very  evident  to 
every  vigilant  observer;  but  I  ditTer  from 
him  widely,  when  he  asks,  "  can  Russia  and 
^'  republican  France  go  mutual  share:  in  tbe 
"  trade  and  government  of  tbe  Turkish  empire  ? 
"  this  is  by  no  means  likely."  Novv^  I  think 
this  very  likely,  and  not  only  likely  but  in- 
evitable, whenever  Great  Britain  shall  have 
been  deprived  of  the  last  port  she  holds  in 
ihe  Mediterranean  *. 

Oczakow  is  now  known  to  be  a  place  of 
no  importance.  It  lies  several  miles  from 
the  channel  for  ships,  which  is  commanded 
by  Kinburn,  and  that  fortress  was  before 
the  time  he  mentions  in  the  hands  of  the 
Kussians,  who  demolished  Oczakow  after 
they  got  possession  of  it. 

Your  excellent  correspondent  says;  "It 
*'  is  a  knovjuficl.,  that  the  Consul  did  propose 
*'  to  the  court  of  Petcrsburgh  to  leave  Molda- 
"  via,  Walacbia,  Besarabia,  Bosnia  and  Ser- 
*'  via,  to  the  disposition  of  Russia  and  Austria, 
"  on  condition  that  France  might  possess  Ca?i- 
*'  dia,  Negropont,  and  other  Greek  islands  in 
*'  tbe  Archipelago.  But  Russia  would  as  soon 
"  see  France  in  possession  of  tbe  channel  ofCo?i- 
"  sta?itinople  and  tbe  Crimea,  as  suffer  her  to 
*'  fix  her  feet  on  posts  that  might  scon  command 
*'  the  communication  betvoeen  tbe  Black  and 
*'  Mediterranean  Seas." — If  Great  Britain 
leave  to  the  fleets  of  France  the  maritim.e 
empire  of  the  Mediterranean,  (which  by 
putting  Malta  into  the  hands  of  the  Order 
she  will  do,)  and,  as  Swenska  justly  observes, 

*  Respecting  the  politics  of  Russia  and  France, 
r.rd  the  miserable  situation  of  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
see  "  Survey  of  the  Turkish  Empire."  (Cad.  and 
Dav.  1798)  which,  though  it  appeared  to  be  exag- 
gerated at  the  time  the  book  was  written,  is  now 
found  to  be  strictly  accurate,  aud  evca  mo- 
derate. 


"  lay  open  tbe  only  vulnerable  pari  of  tbe  Rus- 
"  sian  frontiers,"  Buonaparte  may  send  a 
fleet,  and  destroy  the  rising  navy  of  Russia 
in  (he  Black  Sea,  and  do  so  much  other  mis- 
chief to  her  new  establishments,  that  have 
cost  much  labour  and  immense  sums,  as  will 
throw  her  back  mfny  years.  Would  not 
Russia  prefer  an  accommodation  with  the 
Consul, — and  secure  the  success  of  a  project 
which  ever  has  been  "pursued  (in  his  own 
"  words)  luitb  more  or  less  energy  by  all  bis 
"  (Peter  the  First's)  successors;  and  is  of 
"  such  importance  to  the  Russia?i  empire  thai  it 
"  can  never  be  abandoned  *." 

The  Consul  does  not  wish  to  quarrel  with 
Russia.  This  is  most  evident.  If  Russia 
can  have  no  advantage  in  quarrelling  with 
the  Consul ;  but  on  the  contrary,  by  an  ar- 
rangement with  him,  can  accomplish  what 
she  has  had  in  view  for  such  a  number  of 
years,  and  which  is  considered  as  "  an  esseri- 
"  iial  article  in  tbe  Russian  system" — it  will 
be  most  evident  that  Russia  will  not  quarrel 
with  France. 

Some  other  plans  may  be  proposed  by  the 
Consul,  such  as  letting  the  Etnperor  of  Rus- 
sia dispose  of  Turkey  in  Europe,  and  tha 
Archipelago  as  he  pleases;  setting  his  bro- 
ther on  the  throne  of  Constantinople,  &c. 
on  condition  that  France  might  possess 
Candia,  Corfu,  and  Egypt.  Perhaps,  Can- 
dia  might  be  relinquished.  It  has  very  lit- 
tle connexion  with  the  other  Greek  islands^ 
it  never  entered  into, their  confederacy,  or 
declared  in  favour  of  Russia.  France  has 
always,  however,  cast  a  longing  eye  on  Can- 
dia. In  short,  there  is  matter  suflicient  to 
negotiate  about,  and  when  the  two  powers 
were  predetermined  to  come  to  a  good  un- 
derstanding, negotiators,  no  abler  than  those 
of  Amiens,  may  find  a  plan  to  conciliate 
them.  Though,  perhaps,  each  may  have  at 
the  same  time  views  of  future  encroach- 
ment, and  future  quarrels  may  arise. 

In  the  meantime,  what  is  the  situation 
into  which  this  devoted  country  will  be 
placed  !  What  may  not  the  Consul  alone, 
or     in     conjunction    with   Russia    attempt 


*  If    the  French   succeed   in    Italy,   they   will 

change  their  politics  with  resptct   to  Turkey. 

Had  theEmpre':3  never  before  turned  her  thoughts 
to  the  Hberi-.tiug  Greece,  as  an  object  of  glory,  she 
must  now  do  it  from  motives  of  self-defence,  and 
an  interest  she  had  not  before-. 

The  vast  increase  of  power  which  the  French 
will  actjuire,  particul?rly  j;i  the  number  of  sailors, 
will  enable  them  to  aiiiii!;;late,  at  their  pleasure, 
the  Russian  fleet,  and  its  establishments  in  the 
ports  of  the  BJack  Sea. —  All  the  fair  views  of 
prosperity  in  the  southern  provinces  will  vanisli, 
and  Russia  must  depend  solely  on  the  pleasure  of 
France  for  the  exportation  of  its  products.  Survey 
of  the  Turkish  EmpirC;  3d  edit.  p.  428. 
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against  India  !  What  will  become  of  our 
trade  to  the  Mediterranean  !  Wiiat  a  naval 
pov/er  will  be  created  !  What  is  to  become 
of  oar  alliance  with  Russia  !  Our  commerce 
with  her, — our  supplies  of  naval  stores  ! 
Hussia  and  France  united  !  !  !  What  is  to 
become  of  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  ! 
And  will  there  be  one  single  foreign  port 
open  to  us! — I  see  no  reason  why  the  Consul 
shonld  not,  if  he  receive  an  equivalent,  leave 
the  Bosphorus  to  Russia  :  his  superior  navy- 
will  always  put  it  in  his  power  to  dictate  to 
Russia,  and  the  islands  may  always  be  at- 
tacked. Neither  is  the  Bosphorus,  in  the 
opinion  of  military  and  naval  officers,  ca- 
pable of  impeding  the  passage  of  a  fleet  with 
a  strong  and  favourable  wind. 

With  respect  to  the  trade  of  the  Black  Sea, 
and  other  parts  alluded  to,  the  Russians  and 
French  may  perfectly  agree  ;  the  nature  of  it 
admits  of  no  rivalship.  On  the  contrary,  it 
will  be  mutually  advantageous  to  them. 
France  will  take  Russian  products,  and  fur- 
nish the  empire  with  articles  it  stands  in 
need  of.  France  will  supply  Turkey  or 
Greece  with  its  manufactures  ;  Russia  has 
none  of  the  same  kind.  Russia  will  supply 
those  parts  with  what  France  has  not  : 
hemp,  iron,  butter,  caviar,  &c.  Russia  will 
take  their  wines,  dry  fruit,  &c.  which  France 
does  not  want.  More  articles  might  be  e- 
numerated,  all  in  a  similar  predicament. 

I  could  extend  these  observations  much 
farther,  and  draw  still  more  cnn'-equences  ; 
but  the  outline  of  the  feature  of  our  situation 
is  all  that  need  be  drawn.  O  Britain,  how 
unlike  what  thou  wast  !  thy  case  is  des- 
perate— thou  wilt  die  of  the  Doiior.— The 
necessity  of  our  keeping  Malta  is  evident  to 
sll  but  those  who  would  rather  give  up 
twenty  Maltas  than  their  places,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  have  a  fleet  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  prevent  a  union  of  interest  and  a 
co-operation  between  France  and  Russia  par 
foTce^  if  we  cannot  otherwise  *. 

*  En  donnant  a  I'isle  <Ie  Malte,  des  ports  com- 
modes ei  uiie  situation  heuieuse,  la  nature  semble 
I'avoit  destineea  etre  la  clef  du  Levant  et  I'aihitre 

de  la  Meditenaiiee. Voyez  Rcch.rcJn  H'rt.  it 

Po/ilij'/ci  sw  Ala/le,  Pjit'is,  chcz  Craruei.  An.  VI I. 
page  96. 

Quelques  vaisseaux  qui  croisoraient  K  Test 
juifju'eu  Sicile,  ct  quelques  autres  a  I'ouest  jusqu'cn 
iiarbarie,  suffirai-.nc  pour  couper  route  communi- 
cation avec  le  Levant,     Idem.  p.  97. 

Quelques  bdtimens  en  croisicre  entre  Malte  et  la 
Sicile,  d'lin  cutt-,  entre  Make  et  I'Afi  ique,  de  I'au- 
tre,  cmpecheiont  sans  peine  ks  vaisseaux  enneinis 
de  franchir  cette  baniere.  Une  cscadre,  stationnee 
dans  Ics  beaux  ports  de  I'isle,  commandera  les  cotes 
dc  L'ltalie  sur  la  mer  Adriatique,  on  la  I'-rance  pos- 
sede  dcji  I'isle  importante  de  Corfou  [she  has  now 
also  Elba,  j  Son  influence  s'etendra  sur  TArchi- 
pcl  :  elle  pourra  docner  la  ioi  a  CanJ/e  et  aui  autres 
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A  firm  and  unqualified  declaration  of  our 
resolution  to  keep  Malta,  would  produce 
another  kind  of  language  from  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburgh  than  equivocating  insinuations, 
but  a  contrary  conduct  will  utterly  put  an 
end  to  the  existence  of  every  power  on  the 
continent,  and  bring  swift  destruction  on 
this  devoted  land.  What  will  it  then  avail 
ns,  if,  after  that,  when  Russia  and  France 
join  frontiers,  they  quarrel!  Before  that  time 
the  name  of  Britain  may  no  longer  exist. 

J.  B, 

ON    THE    IMPORTANCE     OF    MALTA. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  pleasure 
the  sentiments  of  Tyrtaeus  (Vol.  II.  p.  838) 
and  others  of  your  Correspondents  respect- 
ing the  retention  of  Malta.  The  arguments 
adduced  in  favour  of  that  measure  are  to 
me  conclusive,  and  I  trust  they  will  have 
their  due  weight  with  every  well-wisher  to 
his  country.  May  I  be  permitted.  Sir,  to 
communicate,  through  the  medium  of  your 
excellent  Regi'ter,  a  few  additional  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  that  island. 

We  are  all  liable  to  the  prejudice  of  au- 
thority, and  when  we  hear  Members  of  the 
Senate  (and  those  too  men  of  superior  ta- 
lents and  character)  making  unqualified 
assertions  in  that  august  assembly  in  ques- 
tions on  which  they  may  naturally  be  sup- 
posed to  be  well  informed,  we  are  apt  to 
give  our  implicit  assent. — You  may  remem- 
ber. Sir,  that  during  the  discussions  of  last 
session,  relative  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
it  was  maintained,  that  there  seemed  no 
reason  why  we  should  7/ozu  more  than  for- 
merly be  particularly  desirous  of  possessing 
a  port  in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Is  it  possible. 
Sir,  that  any  one  can  for  a  moment  view 
the  political  map  of  Europe,  without  being 
conscious  of  the  mighty  difference  operated 
by  the  late  war  ?  Where  is  now  that  ex- 
tensive continental  influence  which  enabled 
us  to  force  a  neutrality,  and  which  opened 
to  us  those  ports  which  are  now  either 
possessed  by  or  under  the  immediate  influ- 
ence of  France  ?  Let  it  be  also  remetnbered 
that  we  had  then  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  system  of  universal  dominion  so  avow- 
edly pursued  by  the  First  Consul,  whoss 
colossal   strides  towards  the  East  can  onl/" 

isles  Turques.  Si  elle  veut  ouvrir  une  comniunica- 
tioii  avec  la  Mer  Rem^e,  Malte  doit  ctie  considcice 
comme  I'entrepit  des  divers  materiaux  necessaires 
a  une  tellt;  entreprise.     Idem.  98. 

La  France  pent  former  a  Malte  des  chantiers 
considerables,  terminer  le  bassin,  entrepris  par  Jc 
Grand-Mauve  Rohan,  et  en  tairc  un  autre.  La 
proxiniiti  de  i'Albanie,  pour  le  bois  de  construc- 
tion, et  le  has  prix  dc  la  m.rin  d'teuvre  y  favorisent 
la  construction,  et  offrent  une  bicn  plus  granic 
economie-qu'a  Toulon.     Idem  iC3. 

Y  li 
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be  checked  by  our  possessing  some  advan- 
tageoas  post  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  having 
then  such  a  po«t  while  we  retain  Malta,  a 
post  so  orduously  and  so  honourably  ob- 
tained, sh:UI  we,  under  the  influence  of  fear 
or  false  delicacy,  tamely  resign  it  to  that 
power  whose  aim  is  our  utier  ruin  as  a  na- 
tion.— No, it  will  be  said,  we  do  not  resign 
it  to  the  French  Republic,  but  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Order  of  St.  John,  under 
the  protection  of  proper  guaranttes — I  will 
venture  to  predict.  Sir,  that  scarcely  shall 
the  British  troops  have  reached  the  channel, 
before  the  island  is  virtually  in  the  posses- 
sion of  France,  and  no  sooner  shall  a  rupiure 
take  place  than  the  tri-coloured  flag  shall 
once  more  wave  on  the  towers  of  La  Val- 
lette. — General  Maitland,  I  remember.  Sir, 
ventured  to  advance,  that  upon  no  occasion, 
not  even  in  time  of  war,  could  Malta  be 
considered  as  of  any  essential  use  to  Great 
Britain;  alledgingjn  proof  of  his  assertion, 
f.hat  on  the  expedition  to  Egypt  the  troops 
destined  for  that  country  did  not  find  it 
necessary  to  avail  themselves  of  the  port  of 
La  Vallette.  *  Had  the  General  been  well 
informed,  he  v/ould  have  known  that  the 
army  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby  not  only  touched  at  Malta,  but 
there  remained  for  the  space  of  three  weeks, 
during  v/hich  time  they  were  reviewed,  and 
got  seasonable  supplies  of  vegetables  and 
other  provisions ;  and  I  believe,  Sir,  that  it 
is  the  general  opinion  of  the  army,  that  had 
they  proceeded  directly  to  Alexandria  in- 
stead of  wasting  their  time  in  the  Bay  of 
IVIarmorice,  it  would  have  been  a  most  for- 
tunate circumstance,  as  they  would  then 
have  found  it  totally  unprepared  for  resist- 
ance.—  1  ara.  Sir,  yours,  kc. 

I'HILO     MTLITENSIS. 
CN    LORD    ST.   VlNCtNT,    AND    TL'E    NAVY. 
LKTTER    THE    SECOND. 

Sir. — 'A  hen  1  luidressed  yi  u  lasr,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  ll:h  of  February,  which,  from  the 
press  cf  other  inatter,  did  not  appear  in  your 
Rciiister  till  the  I'Jih  of  March,  (see  p.  392),  I 
had  very  little  expect  ition,  and  still  less  a  wish, 
that  the  tru'h  nr  falsehood  of  my  opinions  End 
predictions  shoidd  so  soon  be  brought  to  the  test. 
So  convinced  was  I  that  the  result  of  such  con- 
dtict  (as  v.'as  adopted  by  the  present  Admirahy) 
must  be,  wlidt  nearly  six  weeks  of  armament 
his  proved,  that  I  do  not  think  I  should  have 
t'entured  to  call  the  public  attention  to  such 
weakness,  had  I  conceived  the  moment  to  be  so 
rritical ;  but  have  rest  satisfied  that  it  would  have 
so  soon  betrayed  itself,  th^t  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty would,  from  the  consciousness  of  their 
own  incapacity  and  unpopularity,  have  with- 
drawn themselves  -^  or,  should  that  n^'t  have  been 
the  case,  th.at  the  minister's  eyes  would  have  been 
op^-i-ed.  and  that  he  would  have  seen,  what  has 
*  See  Rc^itttr,  V«l,  II.  p.  J339. 
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long;  been  the  case,  though  he  appears  to  be  un- 
conscious cfit,  that  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  and 
his  naval  assistants  at  the  Admiralty,  instead  of 
adding  strength  to  his  government,  are,  in  fact, 
upheld  against  the  almost  universal  public  opi- 
nion, by  his  support  alone.  Unfortunately,  this 
moment  of  conviction  has  not  vec  arrived,  and  so 
nuich  increased  alarm  do  I  feel,  every  day  that 
the  present  Admiralty  continue  in  office,  that  I 
cannot  help  addressing  you  upon  the  subject; 
and  as  far  as  I  can,  without  risking  greater  dan- 
ger to  the  country  than  [  mean  'to  do  good,  shew 
how  well  founded  I  unfortunately  was  in  the 
opinion  I  gave  you  in  my  last,  when  I  said, 
"  But  should  any  unfortunate  circumstance  arise 
which  may  require  this  country  cu  make  any  sud- 
den exertion  and  arm  for  it^  defence,  then  will  this 
system  prove  most  fata!,  and  the  full  extent  of  the 
evil  be  fjund.  (alas  !  too  late)  and  we  shall  have 
nothiuj^  left  but  to  execrate  the  naines  of  those 
persons  who,  by  their  arbitrary  conduct,  vio- 
lence, and  partiality,  have  deprived  this  country 
of  her  greatest  and  most  glorious  defence." 

Six  iveeks  have  now  nearly  elapsed  since  his 
Majesty's  Message  was  sent  'to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  we  may  naturally  suppose,  that 
the  state  of  things,  which  led  to  that  Message 
being  sent,  was  such,  that  the  ministers,  and 
amongst  them,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltv, 
must  have  seen,  that  it  was  possible  such  a  crisis 
might  arise,  and,  in  consequence,  that  he  would 
have  taken  every  step  that  could  be  taken,  (with- 
out suspicion  or  alarm)  towards  preparation  for 
it;  but  so  far  from  any  step  being  taken,  the 
bate  idea  of  stich an  event  occurring  seems  never 
to  have  been  conceived  by  him,  and  the  scene  of 
hurry,  confusion,  contradictory  orders,  and  total 
want  of  system,  that  his  been  exhibited  since 
the  evil  took  place,  has  been  in  proportion  to  the 
i^inorance,  arrogance,  and  presumption  of  those 
who  preside  at  and  manage  the  naval  depart- 
ment. To  detail,  what  the  state  of  our  naval 
strength  is,  at  this  advanced  period  of  our  arm- 
ing, would,  I  fear,  be  inischievous  in  the  extreme, 
and  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  man  who  is 
sufficiently  interested  for  his  country  and  for 
himself  to  ascertain  the  fact  with  little  trouble  ; 
I  feel  it  unnecessary,  and  alas  it  is  too  notorious. 
But  it  perhaps  may  be  of  use  to  try  and  bhew  some 
of  the  steps  that  have  led  us  to  this  deplorable 
state,  as  by  treading  them  rapidly  back,  it  may 
be  possible  to  recover  somewhat  of  our  former 
strength  and  energy.  I  troubled  you  so  much 
at  length  in  try  last,  with  the  detail  of  the  state 
to  which  the  present  Admiralty  had  brought  the 
whole  ci'Vil  department  of  the  navy,  by  their 
violence,  partiality,  and  arbitrary  conduct,  and 
by  their  carrying,  to  such  extremity,  all  the  inno- 
vat  ons  they  found  introduced  by  their  immedi- 
ate predecessors,  that  I  will  pass  over  that  sub- 
ject at  present,  and  will  advert  only  to  some  of 
the  circumstances  in  the  viililary  part  of  the  ser- 
vice v/hich  have  materially  led  to  the  miserable 
state  of  weakness  which  we  see  just  now  exhi- 
bited. 

Before  the  late  v/ar  broke  our,  the  noble  lord, 
who  then  presided  at  the  Admiralty,  and  whose 
conduct  [  had  occasion  to  notice,  when  speaking 
of  the  civil dt'pwtmsni  of  ths  aavy,  as    having 
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shewed  such  strong  predilections  to  old  cstablish- 
nieiits,  shewed  also  the  same  predilections  when 
conducting  the  military  part  ot  the  scrvict.  He 
found  an  establishment  of  guard -s in ps,  (aliich 
were  ships  of  the  line  of  hattl.,  kept  in  a  state 
to  be  fit  for  sea  at  an  hour's  notice,  whicli  cruistd 
and  formed  squadrons  of  evolution  in  tii-.'  sum- 
mer, but  with  reduced  compliments  of  men  ; 
that  is,  with  a  number  of  men  more  tlian  sufTi- 
cient  to  navigate  them,  but  not  to  fitjht  them). 
These  ships  were  attached  to  the  differerBt  ports 
of  Portsmouth,  l-'lymouth,  and  Cniithcun :  the 
men  th.t  entered  for  them  knew  tiian  they  had 
«o  reason  to  fear  being  turned  over  toother  ships, 
that  while  the  peace  lasted  their  siruations  and 
that  of  their  families  would  be  comfo:  table,  and 
that  when  a  war  came,  they  would  be  emploved 
in  the  same  ships,  and  with  many  of  the  same 
officers  with  who^  they  entered,  and  in  conse- 
quence this  service  became  most  popuLr,  and  tiie 
choicest  of  our  scHmen  took  advantage  of  it,  and 
the  moment  that  tlie  then  Adr.iiraity  gave  print- 
ed intimation  to  tlie  officers  comnsanJmu,  that 
they  n;i^ht  enter  moie  men  than  their  establish- 
ed comp.'ement,  thi  y  found  such  nunioers  otter, 
tha:  without  ad^frts!'',-  en:  or  bounty,  and  v/ith- 
out  cre^niui^  any  al.irm,  '^^s  the  public  was  un- 
acq  i-iin^ed  with  the  circumstances  ti'l  after- 
wards) above  double  the  number  of  men  were 
procured  for  the  service  (and  they  to  a  man  vo- 
lun'.Lcr'j)  in  the  space  of  one  month,  from  the 
1st  of  December,  ITL'Si  to  1st  of  January,  7793, 
than  that  procured  in  nearly  five  weeks  after  the 
commencement  of  this  armament,  by  bcunly, 
proclamatton,  or  as  severe  a  press  as  ever  was 
known  ;  and  th^.t  at  a  time  that  the  gre.-iter  part 
of  out  trade  was  at  home.  The  Earl  of  Chntham 
found  this  establishment  of  guard-ships,  on  his 
coming  into  office,  and  he  appro>'ed,  continued, 
and  extended  it,  and  felt  its  good  effects  when 
he  had  ocv:as:on  t(i  bring  forward  an  especial 
force  at  a  short  notice.  On  this,  as  well  as  all 
other  subject',  facts,  particularly  notorious  facts 
speak  best.  The  number  of  guard-ships  were 
sixteen  ;  seven  at  'Portsmouth,  six  at  this  port 
(Plymouth)  and  three  at  Chatham  ;  besides  these, 
there  were  frigates,  which  partook  in  a  degree 
of  the  nature  of  guard-ships  from  being  station- 
ed to  particular  districts  on  the  coast  for  three 
years,  to  cruise  against  Lmuggiers  in  those  dis- 
tricts. This  service  was  popular  amongst  the 
seannen  from  the  same  causes  as  the  guard-ship^, 
as  the  men  were  not  shifted  about,  and  at  ihe 
end  of  their  cruise  returned  to  the  same  port 
where  their  familes  were,  and  where  they  Avere 
occasionally  allowed  to  go  on  shoie.  One  the  2d 
of  December,  179,',  the  Admiralty  ordered  the 
ships  in  the  harbour  2X  Portsmouth  to  Spithead  : 
on  the  4th  they  were  there  :  on  the  l^th  they 
were  }oined  by  the  ships  from  this  port  (Ply- 
mouth) who  had  sailed  in  consequence  of  orders 
of  the  same  date.  These  ships'  coinpiements, 
as  guard-ships,  amounted  to  about  5600  men,  all 
of  thein  prime  seamen,  most  of  them  fit  for 
petty  officers.  4500  more  men  put  theni  at  their 
full  war  complement,  (which  one  night's  press 
might  have  done);  but  we  find  that  much  above 
6U00  men  voluntarily  entered  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1793.    For  no  press  took  place  till  Fe- 
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bruary,  and  even  a  proclamation  offering  bounty 
did  not  appear  in  the  Gazette  till  the  Uth  of  De- 
cember. Thus  we  see  IG  snil  of  the  line  nro- 
duced  for  service,  at  a  tune  tlie  vote  for  seuim-a 
was  but  for  IGOUO  men. 

With  this  instance  of  ihe  wisdom  and  policy 
of  such  a  peace  establishment  before  them,  and 
having  the  power  of  recurrinii  to  the  doctiments 
in  their  office  to  inforr.i  themselves  of  every  step 
thiit  had  been  then  taken,  the  present  Admi- 
ralty felt  it  deroi.,atory  to  their  superior  abilities 
tj  tread  in  the  steps  of  any  of  their  predecessors, 
and  therefore  the-r  plan  for  a  pcJce  es  ablish- 
ment  was  to  be  different  from  hU  that  went  be- 
rore  them,  and  the  '.-.ck-^  grcur,d-ivork  of  it  was 
Joundi^d  on  a  praicipU  which  the  noble  lord,  [ 
Ir.ive  above  alluded  to,  ap;)t:.ired  to  !i;>ve  decided 
in  ius  own  mindneverto  have  recourse  toexcept 
j  in  Caset  of  urgent  necessity  :  namely,  turning 
;  men  o^'cr  fic.-m  a  ship,  officers  and  shipmates  that 
they  had  o:cn  serving  in  and  with,  to  ships  rhcy 
knew  not,  officers  who  were  unacquainted  witlx 
their  merits,  (if  they  had  any),  and  shipmates 
that  were  strangers.  How  revolting  this  muse 
be  to  the  tninds  of  men  [  need  not  labour  to 
prove.  Tl.e  British  sailors,  who  have  as  much 
iound  sense  as  any  body  of  men  whatever,  could 
ju>,ge  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  therefore 
were  never  discontented  when  that  necessity 
was  evident,  which,  in  the  course  of  service, 
they  knew  must  ever  occur.  But  when  they  saw 
the  peace  establishment  of  the  country  avowedly 
formed  on  this  principle,  and  that  the  prescut 
Admiralty  hid  decided  that  guard-ships  were 
no  longer  to  exist,  as  they  afforded  a  degree  of 
ease  and  com.fjrt  to  the  seamen  that  was  incor-n-^ 
patible  with  their  feelings  to  permit;  and  that: 
a  great  number  of  frigates  were  to  be  commis-. 
sioned,  which  were  ro  he  kept  cruising  after 
God  knows  what — whose  crews,  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  a  war,  were  to  be  immediately  turned 
over  to  ships  of  the  line,  under  new  officers  ; 
and  in  consequence  of  this  turn  over,  to  lose  all 
the  advantage  of  prize-money,  which  sailors  look 
to  obtaining  \x\  frigates  at  the  commencement  of 
a  war,  which  advantage  must  fall  to  the  new 
raised  men,  v;ho  would  take  their  places  in  the 
frigates  ;  their  disgust  to  the  service,  and  un- 
willingness to  enter  into  it,  increased  to  the  de- 
gree which  is  so  unfortunately  evident  at  this 
critical  motnent.  Since  this  spirit  of  innovattoa 
and  change  first  shewed  itself  at  the  A.dmiraltv," 
nearly  seven  years  ag(i,  it  has  increai-ed  most  ra- 
pidly, and  amongst  other  things,  in  which  tha 
present  Board  has  far  outstripped  their  immedi- 
ate predecessors,  has  been  in  the  discouraging 
all  following  (as  it  is  called)  In  the  navy;  that 
is,  the  attachment  which  junior  officers  felt  to 
their  superiors  who  had  brought  them  up;  ct 
men  to  officers  with  whom  they  had  served  ;  con- 
ceiving ti'at  th'  y  make  the  whole  thereby  more 
dependent  on  the  Admiralty;  and  therefore, 
few  captains,  now  appointed  to  fit  out  ships,  arc 
allowed  to  chuse  any  of  their  officers,  except 
they  have  great  interest  indeed  ;  though  they 
may  huve  obta'ntd  men  by  their  own  personal 
interest  and  exertion,  and  net  unfrequently  by 
their  own  money  ;  yet  these  men  are  taken  from 
them  without  the  smallest  hesititioii  or  considera- 
Y  3 
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tion  :  added  to  this,  the  coarse  and  unofficer-like 
behaviour  ihey  uicet  at  the  Admiralty,  when  at- 
tending in  perbOii,and  by  letter,  when  they  have 
occasiou  to  correspond,  together  with  the  arbi- 
trary disposition  manifested  by  that  Board  in  the 
frequency  of  their  courts-martial,  ordered  on 
persons  of  the  highest  rank  and  character  on  ihe 
most  trivial  occasions.  For  instance,  in  the  cases 
of  Sir  William  Parker,  Lieutenant-Gcnerai 
Innes  of  the  marines,  and  Captain  Ferrier,  &c, 
from  which  practice  they  have  not  been  deterred 
by,  or  evinced  the  least  shame  ar,  the  strong 
censure  implied  on  the  prosecutors,  which  hris, 
in  every  instance,  been  marked  by  singularly 
strong  expression  used  in  the  sentences  the 
courts-martial  have  come  to.  This  and  similar 
conduct  has  disgusted  the  military  part  of  the 
service  as  much  as,  I  conceive,  1  h^ve  before 
proved  the  civil  part  to  have  been.  The  conse- 
quence is  too  lamentably  evident  in  the  stnte  our 
home  fleet  just  now  is  in. — The  only  chance  then 
that  I  see  for  solvation  to  our  naval  service,  and 
that  it  will  be  \n  time  to  save  it  I  will  not  pre- 
sume to  asvert,  is  in  a  total  change  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  that  they  may  be  succeeded  by  per- 
sons who  shall  unequivocally  static  and  vow  that 
it  is  their  conviction  that  the  present  disjointed 
and  palsied  state  of  our  navy,  both  in  the  mili- 
tary and  civil  departments,  arises  from  the  in- 
novations, changes,  and  experiments  that  have 
been  introduced  in  it  for  some  time  past,  and 
that  it  is  their  determination  ti;  do  away  and  re- 
move all  such,  beginning  with  General  Ben- 
tham's  absurd  and  extruvagant  establishment,  and 
that  every  thing  shall  revert  to  the  state  in  which 
they  stood  in  the  year  1794.  When  every  man 
knew  what  his  responsibility  was,  and  what  his 
duty  was,  and  when  that  noble  lord  quitted  the 
Admiralty,  who  had  brought  our  fleet  foi'ward 
with  such  rapidity  and  effect  on  the  Spanish  and 
Russian  armaments,  and  in  the  first  year  of  the 
late  war,  as  i  stated  in  my  former  letter,  and 
which  you  rtfeired  to  in  your  very  able  Sum- 
mary of  Politicks  the  week  before  the  last.  A 
change  of  men  at  the  Admiralty,  without  such 
a  ch-nge  of  measures  as  I  have  pointed  out,  ac- 
companied by  a  degree  of  liberality  unpractisr.d 
by  the  present  Board,  will,  I  hesitate  not  to  say, 
be   utterly  useless.  —  Yours's, 

AN'     ENGLISHMAN. 

Tlymoulh,    Ahrii  10,    18i)3. 

NON     RESIDENCE    01"    THE     CLEUC-Y. 

^  Bill  to  amend  and  render  more   effectual  ihe  L.iivi  re- 
lating to  Spiritual  Pel  sons  lioLhrig  oj-   Fiirris,    and  for 
enfoi  ciiig   the  Risidcnce  of   Spintiinl  Person'^  on    their 
Benefices.     [As  amended  by  the  Committee.] 
Whereas  many  of  the   provisions   of  an  Act, 
made  in  the  21st  year  of   the  reign  of  his  Mnj'.'^ty 
King   Henry  the    8th,  intituled,  '■'■  Spi>itual  I'esons 
"   abridged  f  o/n  hiivlnl  p  iter  cJllies  of  Livings,  and  front 
"   tahiig  of  Fern:  s,   CTf."   and  oilier  tlic  laws  now  ;ii 
force  reicitingto  spiritual  persons  re.'-iding  on  their 
benefices,  have  liccn  loui;d  incon vtnieni ;   aud  it  is 
expedient  that  certain  <>t  the  provisions  of  liic  saiU 
Act  -should  be  lepealed,  and  that  other  provisions 
should  be  inacie  in  lieu  thereof:  and  th;it  the  Said 
Act  and   laws  aforesaid  should  be  amended,   «iid 
more   eircctual    piovisions  made  for  en  orciny  tiic 
icsidence  of  spiritual  ptrsons  on  their  beaclicts, 


and  protecting   fpirinnl  persons   from  vexatious 
l)iostcutions  ; — M.iy  it  therefore  f  lease  your  Majesty, 
—  1.   That    it  may  be  enacted;  and   oe  it  enacted 
by  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with 
tlie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiiitual  and 
Temporal,    and  Commons,   in  this  present  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
that    from    and    after   the  passing   of    this  Act, 
every  spiritual  person  who  shall  belore  the  passing 
of  this  Act    have  incurred  any  pecuniary   penalty 
or  penalties,  or  any  forleiture  or  forfeitures  under 
the  said  recited  Act,  and  against  wh.om  no  action, 
suit,  bill,  plaint,  or   information  shall  have  bcea 
brought   in   respect   thereof  under   the    said  Act, 
sh.ill  be  and  is  hereby  indenniitied,  freed,  and  dis- 
charged fiom  the  same,   any  tiling  in  the  said  re- 
cited Act    to    tlie  contrary  thereof  notwithstand- 
ing;   and   ail   ctsntiacts,    agreementSj  and  leases, 
nrade  by  words   or  otherwise   before   the  passing 
of    tliis  Act,  by   any   spiritual   person,  either    by 
himself  or   any  other    to  or  for  his   use,  which  if 
made  after  this  Act  would,  according   to  t-he  pro- 
visions thereof,   be  good  and  valid,  shall  notwith- 
standing the  said  recited  Act  or  any  Act   or   law 
or  laws  to  the  contrary,  be  and  be  deemed  to  be  as 
good   and  valid  in  the  law   to    all  intents  and  pur- 
poses as   if  the   same  had   been   raade   after  the 
passing   of  lliis  Act.—  II.  And  be  itfurtlur  enacted, 
that    immediately    from     and     after  the    passing 
of  tiii..  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  per- 
sons ag^iiust  whom  any  original   suit,  wiit,  action, 
bill,   plaint,   or   information  shall   have  been  sued 
cut,    commenced,  or   piosecutcd,  before   the  pas- 
sing  ot   this  Act,   for   any   ptcuniary    penalty  or 
penalties,  or  any  tortciture  or  foifeiiutes  incurred 
01  alledged  to  be  under  the  said  recited  Act,  to  ap- 
ply to  the  court  in  which  such   original  writ,  suit, 
action,  hill,  plaint,  or  information  shall  have  been 
sued  out,  c  immenced,  or  prosecuted,  if  such  court 
shall  be  sitting,  or  to  any  judge  of  any  such  court 
when    not    sitting,     for  an   order   that    such    writ, 
suit,   action,   bill,   plaint,   or  information  shall  be 
discontinued,     upon     payment     of     the     sum     of 
ten     pound,^,     in    every     case    where    a    verdict 
sh,<U   be  obtained,   together  with    the  costs  ;   and 
where   no    verdict  shall  have  tieen  obtained,  upon 
p.ivment   of  the   costs   incuried  up  to  the  time  of 
such  application  being  made,   all  ^uch  costs  to  be 
taxed  as  between  attorney  and  client,  according  to 
the  practice  of  such  court,  and  every  such  court  or 
judge  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  upon  such 
application,  to  make  such  order  as  aforesaid;   and 
upon  ilic  making  such  order,  and  payment  of  such 
costs   as    aforesaid,    such  writ,    suit,  action,   bill, 
plaint,  or  intormation,  shall  be  forthwith  discon- 
tinued,  and   in   every  case  until    such  apjilication 
shall  he  made  as  aforesaid,    it   shall    be  lawful  for 
the  plaintitFor  piaintifTs  111  any  such  original  writ, 
suit,   action,   bill,    plaint,  or  information,  to  pro- 
ceed therein  as  if  this  Act,  or  an  Act  passed  in  the 
4i5t  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  "  ^-in  ^ci  to 
"    ii.-iy  tini'il  the  ^bth  day  of  March,  }H0-2. /■roceedings  iti 
"   actions   under   the  statute   of  King  Henry  the   'ifhfor 
"  abridging  Spiritual  Persons  J'om  having  Pluraliliei  of 
"  Livings,  and fom  taking  of  Fei  >ns,'   had  not  bcea 
passed;  any  thing  in  this  Act  or  the  said  last  re- 
cited Act  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding, 
—  llh   AND  be  it  further  enactfd,  that  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
spiriiUdl  person  to  take  to  farm  to  himself,  or  to 
any  person  or  pcrson.s  to  his  use,   by  lease,  grant, 
ivords,  or  otherwise,  for  term  of  lite,   for  term  of 
years,  or  at  will,  any  messuage,  mansion,  or  dwell- 
ing house,  with  or  without  orchards,  gardens,  and 
other  appurtenances,   although  not  iu   any  city, 
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borough,  or  town,  any  thing  in  the  said  recited 
Act  or  any  other  Act  to  the  contrary  thereof  not- 
withstanding ;  and  it  shall  also  be  lawlul  for  any 
spiritual  person  having  or  holding  any  parsonage, 
vicarage,  donative,  or  perpetu  il  curacy,  not 
having  any  siiflicient  or  convenient  glebe  or  de- 
mesne lands  annexed  to  or  in  light  of  or  by 
reason  of  his  benelice  or  cure,  or  for  any  sti- 
pendiary curate,  with  the  consent  or  appro- 
bation of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  signified  in 
writing,  to  take  to  ferm  to  himself  or  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  to  his  use,  any  farni  or  fainis, 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  that  may  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  appear  to  such  bishop 
proper  to  be  taken,  held  or  occupied  by  any  such 
spiritual  person,  for  the  better  support  and  main- 
tenance of  himself  or  family,  without  being  sub- 
ject or  liable  to  any  pains,  penalties,  or  torfei- 
tures  under  the  said  hrst  recited  Act  or  any  other 
Act  by  reason  theretd,  any  thing  tlierein  contain- 
ed to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  :  provided  al- 
ways, that  noihing  herein  contained  shall  extend 
or  be  construed  to  extend  to  authorize  any  non- 
resideuce  of  any  such  spiritual  person  as  afore- 
said.— IV.  AnD  /ic  it  fni  t'l-r  trriiictcJ,  that  from  and 
aftci  the  passingof  this  Act  it  shall  bclav/ful  for  any 
spiritual  person  or  persons,  by  himself  or  them- 
selves or  any  other  to  his  or  their  use,  to  have, 
hold,  use,  or  occupy,  in  ferm  or  otherwise,  any 
manors,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  de- 
mised, leased,  or  granted,  or  in  anyway  belonging 
to  such  ^piritual  person  or  persdiis,  as  the  pro- 
perty or  estate  of  such  spiiitual  person  or  persons'; 
or  to  take,  purchase,  receive,  or  hold,  as  the  pro- 
perty and  estate  of  ruch  spiri'ual  person,  any  lease 
or  leases,  for  life  or  lives,  nr  for  term  or  terms  of 
years  absolute  ordeterminalile  on  any  life  or  lives, 
or  to  take  any  annual  rent  or  other  annual  advan- 
tage or  profit  by  occasion  of  any  lease  or  ferm  of 
any  manois,  lands,  tenements,  or  iiereditanitnts, 
the  property  or  estate  of  any  sucii  spiritual  person 
or  persons  belonging  to  him  or  them  cither  in  his 
or  their  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  any  other 
person  or  persons,  or  iii  .'ight  or  by  reason  of  his  or 
their  having  or  holding  any  spiritual  dignity  or  be- 
nefice, or  so  taken,  purchased,  received,  or  held  as 
aforesaid,  as  the  property  or  estate  of  such  spiri- 
tual person,  without  being  subject  to  any  pains, 
penalties,  or  forfeitures  whatever  under  the  said 
first  recited  Act  or  any  otiier  Act,  any  thing  there- 
in contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwicbstand- 
ing :  provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  extend  or  be  consttued  to  extend  to 
authorize  any  spiritual  person,  having  or  holding 
any  benefice,  parsonage,  vicaiagc,  donation,  or 
perpetual  curacy,  or  serving  a  stipendiary  cuiacy, 
to  take,  receive,  or  hold  any  such  manors,  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  for  tlie  purpose  of  occupying  or  to  occu- 
py the  same,  for  the  cultivation  thereof,  or  pro- 
cut  ing  profit  therefrom,  by  himself  or  any  bailifF 
Of  bailifTs,  or  servant  or  servants  for  his  use,  unless 
by  the  consent  or  approbation  of  the  bishop  as 
aforesaid,  for  such  purposes  as  aforesaid. — V.  And 
//e  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  spiri- 
tual person,  by  himself  or  by  any  other  for  him  or 
to  his  use,  to  bargain,  and  buy  to  sell  again  for 
any  lucre,  gain,  or  profit,  any  manner  of  cattle 
that  may  be  necessary,  proper,  or  convenient  to  be 
bought,  sold,  kept,  or  maintained  by  such  spiritual 
person,  or  any  otiier  person  for  him  or  to  his  use, 
tor  the  occupation,  manuring,  improving,  pastu- 
r^fge,  or  profit  of  any  farms,  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments  that  may  under  aiid  by  virtue  of 


any  law  or  laws  now  in  force,  or  under  any  ot  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  be  lawfully  held  and  occu- 
pied,  possessed  or   enjoyed  by  such  spiritual  per- 
son, or  any  other  for  him    or    to    his    use,  without 
being  subject  to  any  pains,  penalties,  or  forfeitures 
by  reason  thereof,  under  the   said  first  recited  Act 
or  any  other  Act,   or  any  thing  therein  contained 
to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding:   provided 
always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend 
or  be  construed  to  extend  to   authorize   any  such 
spiritual  person  to  buy  or  sell  any  cattle  as  afore- 
said,   in   person,  in   any  market,  fair,   or  place  of 
public  sale. — VI.  And  be  it  further  cnuctid,  that  from 
and   after   the    passing   of    this    Act    it    shall    be 
lawful   for  anyspiriiud    person  having  or  holding 
any  vicarage  or  perpetual  cure,  or  for  the  stipen- 
diary curate  thereof,   to  occupy,  by  himself  or  by 
any  other  to  his  use  in  ferm,  or  the  lease  or  giant 
of  any  person   or    persons,    the  impropriate   par- 
sonage, rector)',  or  vi.arnge,  or  any  part  thereof, 
of  the  palish  of  which   such  spiritual  person  shall 
be  the  vicar,   or    perpetua-1  curate   or   stipendiary 
curate,  or  any  part  or  p^rts  thereof,  or  to  take  any 
piofit  or  rent  out  of  any  such  farm,  without  being 
subject   to  any  pains,  penahies,   or  forfeitures  by 
ineans  thereo',  under  the  said  first  recited  Act,  any 
thing   therein    contained   to  the   coutrary  thereof 
notwithstanding. — VII.  And    be    it  jurthcr  titnt^d, 
that    from   and   after  the   passing  ot   this  Act  no 
lease  or  leases   of  any  glebe  or  demesne  1  ::nds,   or 
of  anv  tythcs  belonging  to  any  spiritual  person  a& 
annexed  to  or  in  right  of  any  spiritual  dignity  or 
benefice,   or  donative  or    perpetual    curacy,    and 
leased  or  to   be  leased   to  any  pt^rson  or  persons 
•whomsoever  by  such  spiritual  person,  shall  be  va- 
cated or  made  void.,  or  be  deemed  or  construed  to 
be  void,  nor  shall  the  inci'.mbent  for  the  same  for- 
feit any  piofit   of  his  said  dignity,  benefice,  dona- 
tive,  or  perpttiKil  curacy,  by  reason   of  the  non- 
residcnce  ot  any  surli  spiritual  person,  in  any  case 
where  such  ipiriiuai  person   shall  be  exempt  from 
any  pecuniary  penalties  on  account  of  such  non- 
residence,   untler  any  of  the  provisions  ot  the  said 
first  recited  x'^.ct,  or  of  any  other  Act,  or  this  Act ; 
any  thing  in  an  Act  passed  in  the  13th  year  of  the 
reign   of   her  late  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth,  inti- 
tuled "An  Act  touching  Leases  of  Benefices  and 
"  other  Kcclcsiastical  Livings  with  Cure,"  or  any 
other  Act    or   Acts,    contained   to   the    contrary 
thereof  notwithstanding.— VIII.  Provided  always, 
and  be  it  further  enacted,  that   nothing   in    this  Act 
contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
to   deprive  any  spiritual  person   of  any  privilege, 
indemnity,  or  permission,  as  to  the  taking,  having-, 
or  holding  any  ferms  or  lands   to  which   any  such 
spiritual   person   was  or  would  be  entitled  unto, 
under  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  Act 
of  his  late  Majesty  King  Henry  the  8th. — IX.  And 
be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  so  much  of  the  said  first  recited  Act  as 
imposes  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds,  in  the  said  Act 
mentioned,  on  ^my  spiritual   person    therein   de- 
scribed, who   shall  not  keep  residence  on   one  of 
his  dignities,   prebends,  or  benefices,  but  absent 
himself  wiltuliy  by  the  space   of  one  month  toge- 
ther, or  by  the  space  of  two  months  to  he  account- 
ed at  several  times  in  any  one  year,   shall   be   and 
the  same   is  hereby  repealed;   and    that   from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  every  spiritual  person 
being  beneficed  with  any  parsonage,  vicarage,  do- 
native, or  any  perpetual  curacy,  who  shall  without 
sufTicient  cause,  as   in  the  saiil  first  itcited  Act,  or 
under  an  Act  passed  in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  the  8th,   intituled,  "  An  Act  that 
"  every  Judge  of  the  High  Courts  may  have  One 
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"  Chapltiin  beneficed  with  Cure,"  or  of  another 
Act  passi^d  in  the  a8th  year  of  the  rcign  of  King 
Hciirj'  the  8ih,  inritule.l,  "  The  Bill  for  Non-rcsi- 
"  dence  of  Spiritual  Men  and  their  Benehces,"  or 
of  another  Act  passed  in  the  33d  vcar  of  the  rt  ign 
of  K.\i\^  Henry  the  Stii,  intituled,  "  An  Act  tor 
*'  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  I-ancasrer  and 
*'  others  to  liavc  Ciiaplaias,"  is  specified,  or  suc'a 
other  suiliciciit  cause  as  xvould  exempt  such  spm- 
tual  person  from  any  of  the  pains,  penahie?,  and 
forfeitures  under  the  said  recited  Acts,  for  any 
non-residence,  and  who  shall  not  have  any  such 
iicence  as  is  in  this  Acr  mentioned  for  tli.;t  .pur- 
pose, wilhilly  absent  himself  for  the  space  of  rhiee 
months  togethef,  or  to  be  accounted  at  several 
limes  in  any  one  year,  and  make  Jiis  residence  and 
shilling  at  any  otiitr  place  or  places  by  such  time, 
j-hall  when  such  absetice  shall  exceed  such  period 
.•IS  aloresaid,  and  not  exceed  six  months,  forfeit  and 
p.iy  one-'ouith  of  the  annual  value  (dednciing 
therefrom  all  actual  outgoings  except  any  stipend 
paid  to  any  curate)  of  tiie  pan.onage,  vicjtrage,  d j- 
Jiative,  or  perpetual  curacy  Irom  winch  he  shall  so 
absent  him>elf  as  aforesaid,  and  when  such  absence 
siiall  exceed  six  months  and  not  exceed  eight 
months,  one-thiid  of  such  annual  value;  and 
>vhcn  siicli  absence  shall  exceed  eight  months,  one- 
half  o!  such  annual  value;  and  when  such  absence 
fchall  have  been  for  the  whole  of  the  year,  two- 
thirds  of  such  annual  value  ;  to  be  recovered  by 
action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information  in  any 
of  his  jVTajehty's  Court-:  of  Record  at  VVestniinsier, 
or  the  Couits  of  Great  Sessions  in  Wales,  wherein 
110  cssoign,  privilege,  protection,  or  wager  of  law, 
or  more  than  one,  imj^arlance,  shall  he  allowed; 
and  tlie  whole  of  every  such  penalty  or  forfeiture 
shall  go  and  be  paid  to  (he  person  or  persons  who 
shall  inform  and  sue  for  the  same,  together  with 
such  costs  of  suit  as  shall  be  allowed  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  com  t  in  which  tuch  action  shall 
be  biought.  —  X.  Provided  also,  a':d  l>e  it futtJier 
(n.icud,  that  no  spiritual  person  being  beneficed 
with  any  parsonage,  vicarage,  donative,  or  perpe- 
tual curacy,  who  shall  have  made  his  residence 
and  abided  at  his  said  benefice  for  the  spice  ot  one 
■whole  year,  v^ithout  wilful  absence  therefrom  for 
any  longer  time  than  three  months  to<.'ether,  or  in 
the  ivhole  at  several  times,  shall  be  liable  to  any 
of  the  pains,  penalties,  or  iorlcitures  in  this  Act 
or  the  said  recited  Act  contained,  for  any  previous 
iion-residence.~X[.  A'xd  he  n  fic>lher  enacted,  x\vAi 
lio  spiiitual  person  having  or  holding  any  othce, 
'.vhich  unde.  any  of  the  prv'visions  cf  the  said  hist- 
iccited  Act,  or  of  an  Act  iiassed  in  the  25th  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  8th,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  that  every  Judge  of  the  Higii  Courts 
*'  may  have  one  Chaplain  beneficed  with  Cure," 
or  of  another  Act  passed  in  the  iXth  year  of  the 
teign  of  King  Henry  the  Sth,  intituled,  "  The  Bill 
"•  for  Non-residence  of  Spiritual  Men  and  their 
*'  Bctieiices,"  or  ot  anothci- Act,  pissed  in  the  3?d 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  t'v  Stl:,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
•'  Lancaster  and  others  to  have  Chaplains,"  v/ould 
exempt  such  spiritual  persons  from  residence  or 
from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  in  the  said  Act 
contained  for  non-residence,  or  actuallj'  serving 
3s  a  chaplain  ot  the  House  of  Commons,  or  as 
fleik  of  his  Majesty's  closet,  or  as  a  deputy  clerk 
thereof,  during  the  time  of  his  attendance,  or  as  a 
chaplain  genera!  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  or  bri- 
gade chaplain  on  foieigii  service,  or  chaplain  on 
boar:i  any  o;  his  Majc.>tv's  thips,  or  in  any  of  his 
Majesiy's  t^ainson.-,  or  chaplain  of  his  Majesty's 
euips  of  arrdlesy,  doia;^  duty  there.with,  or  as 


chaplain  in  any  I'ritish  factory,  or  in  the  house- 
hold of  any  B;itish  ambassador  or  public  minister 
residing  abroad,  or  as  principal  surrogate  or  offi- 
cial in  any  ecclesiastical  ci'Urr  of  any  diocese,  cr 
as  prebendary  or  canon,  minor  cantni,  or  vicar 
choral,  or  priest  vicar,  or  other  public  ofKccr,  in 
any  c:itheilral  (ir  collegi.'.tc  cliurch,  during  the 
times  f.,r  which  they  ma\  be  itquiied  by  the  ca- 
nons or  local  :iatules  thereof  to  reside  at  such  cathe- 
dral or  collegiate  chuich,  and  actually  reside  and 
perform  duty  at  the  same,  or  as  a  preacher  or 
reader  in  any  of  the  inns  of  court  or  at  the  rolls, 
or  as  bursar,  dean,  vice  president  or  public  tutor, 
or  other  public  otTicer,  in  anyctlltge  or  hall  in 
either  of  the  Universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
during  the  period  for  which  he  may  respectively 
be  required  by  reason  of  any  such  ofrice  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  any  such  ofhce,  and  actually 
perfwrms  the  duties  of  the  same,  or  as  public  li- 
brarian or  public  registrar,  or  prr-ctor,  or  public 
orator  or  other  public  officer,  in  either  ot  tlie  said 
universities,  durirg  the  period  lor  w  hich  he  may 
respectively  be  required  by  reason  thereof  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  any  such  oliice,  and  actually 
performs  the  duties  of  the  same,  or  as  librarian  at 
the  British  Museum  or  of  Sion  College,  or  as  fel« 
low  of  any  college  in  either  of  the  Universities, 
during  ihe  time  for  which  he  may  be  requhed  to 
resiue  by  any  charter  or  statute,  f  nd  actually  re- 
sides tliercin,  or  aa  warden  or  provo.'-t  ot  Eton  or 
Winchester  College,  or  fellow  or  schoolmaster  in 
thesame,orasschoolmaster  in  Westminster  School, 
or  as  prole.'sor  ot  Gresham  Coll-gc  during  the  terms 
in  which  he  may  be  required  to  read  lectures  there- 
in, and  shall  actually  read  lectures  in  the  same ; 
ni>r  any  person  holding  a  dignity,  donative,  or 
perpet'ial  cure,  in  conjunction  with  abentfice,  or 
don  a  live  or  perpetual  cure,  during  the  times  that  he  is 
residing  upon  either  the  dignity,  benefice,  or  dona- 
tive, or  the  peipetual  cure,  or  one  of  them,  shall 
be  liable  to  any  of  the  pains,  penalties,  or  for- 
feitures in  the  said  first  recited  Act  or  this  Act 
contained,  for  or  on  account  of  any  non-residence 
on  rtuy  parsonage,  vicarage,  donative,  or  perpe- 
tual curacy,  any  thing  in  the  sai.l  Act  or  this  Act 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwuhstaiiding. — XII. 
And  lie  it  further  cn.ictcri,  that  frc-nv  and  alter  the 
passing  ot  this  Act  no  person  or  persons  men- 
tioned in  an  Act,  passed  in  the  28th  year  of  the 
rcign  of  King  Hrnry  tlie  ?th,  intituled,  *'  An  Act 
"  tor  Kon-rcsidencc  of  Spiritual  Men  on  their 
''  Henefices,"  and  entitled  under  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Act,  to  the  privilege  and  liberty  of  iion- 
residence  until  after  and  above  the  age  of  (orty 
years,  shall  be  by  reason  of  any  of  tlie  provisions 
of  the  said  Act,  entitled  to  enjoy  the  privilege  and 
liberty  of  non-resiJence  after  or  above  the  age  of 
tweniy-sis  years  ;  any  thing  in  the  said  Act  coniain- 
ed  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.-— XIII.  And  be 
it  fulthcr  cncctcd,  that  no  penalty  and  costs  incurred 
by  reason  o(  any  non-residence  shall  be  levied  by 
execution  against  the  body  of  any  f  pii  itiul  person, 
who  shall  continue  to  hold  any  par.Minat'e,  vicar- 
age, donative,  ot  perpetual  cure,  out  of  the  profits 
of  which,  the  same  can  be  levied  by  sequestration. 
XIV.  Atio  I'S  it  further  en. icted,  th^t  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall  be  lav.-ful  for  liie  se- 
veral bishops  respectively,  in  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Btitain  and  Ireland  called  Eng- 
land, upon  application  made  for  that  purpose  by 
petition  in  writing,  or  otherwise,  by  any  spiritual 
person  having  or  holding  any  parsonage  or  vicar- 
age, donative,  or  perpetual  curacy,  locally  situated 
Within  their  respective  dioceses,  upon  such  proofs 
as  to  any  t^cts  stated  iu  any  such  pe:itioa  as  any 
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such  bishop  mny  think  nccessarv,  or  if  he  sh;i!l 
require  it,  by  affidavit  made  before  any  !^ur^o5r;te 
or  master  extraordinary  in  chancery  (which 
o»th  any  surrogate  or  master  extraordinary 
in  chancery  is  hereby  authoii7.ed  and  required  to 
administer,  of  sucli  spiritinl  persons,  in  case  the 
same  shall  be  required  iiy  ihc  Bishop  to  wliom  i'.ny 
such  pttiiion  is  presented,  or  application  made 
under  this  Act)  to  grant  in  every  case  where  on 
due  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  staled 
in  any  such  application  and  verified  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  bishop  as  aforesaid,  such  bishop 
shall  in  his  discrt-tion  think  it  fit  to  Rrant  the 
same,  a  license  in  writinj.';  under  his  h  ,nd,  in  such 
cases  as  are  hereinafrer  enumerated,  to  such  per- 
sons in  relation  to  tiie  residence  or  non-residence 
of  such  spiritual  \iersons  on  their  respective  be- 
nefices, for  the  purpose  of  exempting  such  persons 
from  yny  pecuiiinry  penalties  or  forfeitures  ;  under 
and  subject  nevertheless  to  the  rep; illations,  pro- 
visions, and  restrictions  in  this  Act  contained. — ■ 
XV.  And  l)f  it  fur/her  enacted,  1  liar  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  bishop  to  grant  licenses  to  any  spiritual 
persons  having  any  parsonage,  viiaraje,  donative, 
or  perpetual  curacy  within  his  diocese,  to  reside 
out  of  tiie  prfipet  house  of  residesce,  or  cur  of 
the  parish,  ;;s  the  rase  mav  appcsr  to  such  bishop 
to  require,  if  upon  the  consideration  or  all  the 
circumstances  of  any  f.uch  case,  such  bishop  shall 
in  hi-  discretion  thin.lc  the  same  fit  and  proper,  in 
the  several  cases  hereinafter-mentioned  (that  is  to 
sav)  to  any  spiritual  person  who  shall  be  prevent- 
ed from  resiling  in  the  proper  house  of  residence, 
or  in  the  parisli,  by  actual  illness  or  infirmity  of 
body  of  himself,  or  wife  or  child  making  part  of 
and  residing  with  him  as  part  of  his  family;  and 
also  to  arty  spiritudl  pers'-n  having  or  holding  any 
parsonai-e,  vicarage,  donative,  or  perpetual  cu- 
racy, wherein  there  shall  be  no  house  of  resi- 
dence, ot  where  the  hou*e  of  residence  shall  be 
unfit  for  the  residence  of  such  eccle'iastical  per- 
son, such  untitness  not  being  occasioned  by  any 
negligence,  default,  or  other  misconduct  of  such 
ecclesiastical  person;  and  also  co  any  spiritual 
person  having  or  holding  any  parsonage,  vicarage, 
donative,  or  perpetual  curacv,  and  having  (>r  pos- 
sessing or  occupving  in  the  parish  of  such  par- 
sonage, vicarage,  domiivc,  or  perpetual  cure,  any 
mansion  or  messuage  belonging  to  himself  or  any 
relative,  to  reside  in  such  mansion  or  messuage, 
such  spiiitual  person  keeping  the  house  of  resi- 
dence in  good,  sulTicient,  and  tenantable  repair 
and  condition,  to  tiie  satisfaction  of  the  bishop; 
and  also  for  any  spiritual  person  having  or  holding 
any  parsonage,  vicarage,  donative,  or  perpetual 
curacy  of  small  value,  Lntl  seiving  as  a  ,-tipendiary 
curate  elsewheie,  with  the  license  of  the  bishop 
of  his  diocese,  and  providing  for  the  serving  of 
sucli  his  parsonage,  vicarage,  donative,  or  perpe- 
tual curacy,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  bishop  of  his 
cliocc^e;  and  also  to  any  master  or  u.dier  of  any 
endowed  school  duly  licensed  by  the  iiishop,  and 
actually  employed  in  teaching  therein;  and  to  any 
master  or  pieacher  of  hospitals  or  incorporated 
charitable  foundation,  dm  iiig  the  period  for  which 
he  may  be  required  to  reside  by  any  charter  or  sta- 
tute of  any  such  hospital  or  incorporated  chari- 
table foundation,  oi  by  any  other  lawful  autho- 
rity in  the  same  ;  or  to  any  person  holding  any 
endowed  lectureship,  or  endowed  chapelry,  nr  to 
the  tiusteesof  Lord  Crewe's  charity,  during  the 
times  of  their  personal  attendance  on  the  duties  of 
their  office  :  Provided  always,  That  for  any  such  li- 
cense, the  party  obtaining  the  same  shall  not  pay 
more  to  the  secretary  ox  officer  of  the  bisshpp  than 


the  sum  often  slii!ling<!,exclusiveofany  such  stamp 
as  may  be  requued  by  law  :  Provided  always,  ihat 
if  any  spiritual  pt  rson  applying  to  auy  bishop  or 
any  such  license,  shall  think  himself  aggrieved 
by  the  refusal  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  suck 
spiritual  per-on  to  appeal  to  the  archbishop  of  the 
province,  who  shall  forthwitji  cither  by  himsel€ 
or  some  commissioner  or  commissioners  appointed 
from  among  the  bishops  of  hi?  province,  under 
Iris  hand,  make  or  cause  to  be  made  enquiry  into 
thesaine,  and  to  confirm  such  refusal,  or  grant 
a  license  under  this  Act,  as  shall  seem  just  and 
proper  ;  provided  nevertheless,  that  the  party  ap- 
pealing, shall  give  securiiv  to  the  bishtip  for  the 
payment  of  suclj  reasonable  expen'-es  occasioned 
by  the  appeal,  as  the  archbishop  or  his  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners  shill  award — XVI.  And 
lie  it  further  cn.tcted,  I'hat  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Act,  it  sh-il!  be  lawful  for  any  such  bi- 
shop as  aforesai;!,  in  any  cases  not  herein  before 
enumerated,  in  which  un 'er  all  the  circumstances 
of  any  sucli  case  such  bishop  sh- li  think  it  expe- 
dient to  grant  to  any  such  spiritual  person  a  li- 
cense to  reside  out  of  the  proper  house  of  resi- 
dence, or  out  of  the  parish,  as  the  case  may  ap- 
pear to  such  bishop  to  lequire :  Provided  always, 
Thnt  in  every  such  case  the  n'luure  and  special 
circumst.-.riCes  thereof,  and  the  rea  ons  that  have 
induced  such  bishop  to  grant  such  license  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Archbishort  of 
the  province  to  which  such  bishop  shall  belong, 
who  shall  forthwith  by  himself  or  by  some  com- 
missioner or  commissioners  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose from  among  the  bishops  of  such  province,  by 
writing  under  his  hand,  whith  commiss'oner  or 
commissioners  is  an  1  are  thereupon  authorized  to 
take  upon  himself  or  thernselves  the  execution  of 
the  said  commission,  examine  into  such  ca:e,  and 
make  such  encjuiries  as  to  any  particulars  relating 
thereto  as  such  archbishop  or  commissioner  or 
commissioners  so  appointed  as  aforesaid  may 
think  necessary,  and  shall  thereupon  allow  or  dis- 
allow such  licence,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or 
make  any  alteration  therein  as  to  the  period  for 
which  the  same  may  have  been  gi anted,  or  other- 
wise, as  to  such  archbishop  or  commi'-sion  r  or 
commissioners  shall  seem  fit;  and  nt)  such  license 
shall  be  good,  valid,  or  efFcctual  under  this  Act, 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  unless  it  shall  have 
been  so  allowed  and  approved  by  such  c.rciili-hop 
or  commissiorer  or  commissioners  on  his  behalf; 
such  allowpnce  thereof  being  signified  by  the  sign- 
ing thereof  by  such  archbishop  ;  provided  always, 
that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  in  siih  license  to 
specify  the  cause  of  granting  tlicrcof;  pr  'vidcd 
also,  that  no  license  granted  by  any  bishop  or 
archbishop  under  this  Ac;  shall  be  made  voiil  by 
the  death  or  removal  of  the  bishop  or  archbisti'p 
granting  thereof,  but  the  same  not  having  been 
seviiked  shiU  be  anti  remain  good  and  valid  not- 
withstanding any  such  death  or  icmoval,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  revoked  by  the  next  or  any  suc- 
ceeding bishop  ot  archbishop  ;  provided  also,  that 
any  spiritual  person  may  appeal  against  my  such, 
revocation  by  the  bishop,  in  like  manner  as  is 
hereinbefore  directed  in  case  of  arty  refusal  oi  any 
license:  Provided  als),  that  the  respective  arch- 
bishops may  in  their  respective  dioceses  of  which 
they  are  bishops,  grant  licenses  uuder  the  provi- 
sions and  rcguUtions  in  this  act  containe  1,  in  all 
cases  in  which  any  licenses  may  be  granted  by  any 
bishop  under  this  Act,  either  by  his  own  autho» 
rity  or  with  the  allowance  and  approval  or  th-? 
archbishop  as  aforesaid;  provided  a^so,  that  u 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  such  arthbishop  to  ord  r 
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and  direct  such  reasonable  fees  and  charges  to  be 
paid  by  any  such  spiritual  person  appealing  as 
aforesaid  in  respect  of  any  such  proceedings  as 
aforesaid,  as  he  shall  in  his  discretion  think  fit  : 
Provided  always,  that  in  every  case  when  any  costs 
and  charges  directed  hy  such  archbishop  or  bishop 
as  aforesaid,  shall  remain  unpaid  for  the  period 
ot  twenty-one  days  after  dananJ  tliereof  kft  At 
the  usual  or  last  place  of  abode  of  the  perfon 
liable  to  thepavnrenr,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
biihop  or  archbishop  respectively  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  recovered  by  sequestration  of  the  pro- 
fits of  the  paisonagc,  vicarage,  donative,  or  per- 
petual curacy  of  such  spiritual  person  as  afore- 
said, and  which  sequestration  such  archbishop  or 
bishop  are  respectively  hereby  empowered  to  issue. 
— XVII.  Provided  alnvayi,  a>id  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  bishop  or  archbi- 
shop -who  shall  h.ave  granted  any  such  license  as 
aforesaid,  or  any  successor  of  any  such  bishop  or 
archbishop,  to  revoke  any  such  license  in  any 
case  in  which  it  may  appear  to  him  proper  and 
expedient  to  revoke  the  same  :  Provided  also,  that 
no  license  granted  uudcr  this  Act  shall  continue 
in  force  for  more  than  two  years  from  the  granting 
thereof. — y-.SYW,  h^obe  it fmiher  en.ictn\y'\'\\?x  every 
such  bishop  to  whom  any  such  petition  shall  be 
presented,  and  who  shall  grant  or  revoke  any  li- 
cense founded  thereon,  shall  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  cause  a  copy  of  such  license  or  revoca- 
tion to  be  filed  ill  the  registry  of  the  diocese  within 
ivhich  such  parsonage,  vicarage,  donative,  or  per- 
petual curacy,  in  lespcct  whereof  any  such  li- 
cense shall  be  granted  or  revocation  made,  shall 
be  locally  situate,  withihe  register  of  such  dio- 
cese ;  and  an  alphabetical  list  of  such  licenses 
and  revocations  shall  be  made  out  by  such  re- 
gister, and  entered  in  a  book,  and  kept  for  the 
inspection  of  all  persons  upon  payment  of  the 
sum  of  two  diillings,  and  no  moie  ;  and  a  copy  of 
every  such  license  and  revocation  shall  be  deli- 
vered to  the  churchwardens  of  the  pari.h  within 
one  month  after  the  grant  of  such  license  or  re- 
vocation thereof ;  and  a  copy  of  the  same  shall 
likewise  be  publickly  read  at  the  visitation  of  the 
archdeacon  of  the  archdeaconry  within  wliich  the 
parsonage,  vicarage,  donative,  or  perpetual  cu- 
racy, in  respect  whereof  the  license  shall  have 
been  granted  or  revocation  made,  shall  be  locally 
situate,  immediately  next  succeeding  the  gtanting 
fir  revocation  thereof. — XIX.  Pkovi  di:d  als-i,a>id  he 
it  further  tju.ctid,  I'hat  every  archbishop,  who  shall 
confirm  in'manner  directed  hy  this  act  any  license 
or  licenses  in  any  case  or  cases  not  enumerated  in 
this  Act,  or  wlro  shall  grant  any  such  license  in 
his  own  diocese,  shall  annually  on  or  beiore  the 
thirtieth  day  of  January  in  each  year,  transmit  to 
ixJs  Majesty's  privy  council  a  list  of  ail  such  li- 
censes so  confirmed  or  granted  respectively  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  last  day  of 
December  preceding  such  thirtieth  day  of  Ja- 
jBuary,  and  shall  in  every  such  list  specify  the 
reasons  transmitted  to  him  by  the  bishops  of  the 
several  dioceses  for  granting  the  said  licenses,  and 
which  have  induced  him  to  confirm  the  same,  and 
also  the  reasons  wliich  have  induced  him  to  giant 
any  such  license  as  aforesaid  within  his  own  dio- 
cese; and  it  shall  he  lawful  for  hii  Majesty's 
privy  council,  by  any  order  nv;de  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  revoke  and  annul  any  such  license,  and 
iis  Majesty's  privy  council  shall  in  such  case 
transmit  or  cause  to  be  Jransmiited  to  the  arch- 
bishop, who  shall  have  confirnied  or  granted  such 
license,  the  order  for  the  revocation  or  annulling 
thcieof,  who  shaii  thcreupQU  ciuse    a  copy  of 


every  such  order  made  in  relatioa  to  .iny  license 
confirmed  by  him  as  aforementioned,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  in  which  such 
license  shall  have  been  granted,  who  shall  there- 
upon cause  the  copy  of  the  said  order  to  be  filed 
in  the  regisiiy  of  such  diocese,  and  a  copy  like- 
wise to  bedeliveied  co  tlie  churchwardens  in  man- 
ner herein  before  directed  as  to  licenses  granted 
and  rcvocati(jns  made  by  any  such  archbishop  or 
bishop  under  ths  act;  and  every  such  arch- 
bishop shall  cause  a  copy  of  every  such  order  made 
in  relation  to  any  such  license  as  aforesaid  grant- 
ed by  him  in  his  own  diocese,  to  be  in  like  man- 
ner filed  in  the  registry  ot  his  diocese,  and  a  copy 
also  to  be  delivered  to  the  churchwarden  of  the 
palish  to  whicii  such  license  shall  relate,  in  man- 
ner before  mentioned. — XX.  And  he  it  further  enacted. 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  spiritual  person  to 
whom  any  such  license  shall  be  granted,  and 
against  whom  any  action  shall  hereafter  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act  be  brought  for  any 
penalty  or  foiteitii/e  under  the  said  recited  act,  by 
leason  of  any  non-residence,  or  any  matrer  or 
thing  relating  thereto,  to  plead  such  license  in  bar 
of  any  such  actioi7  ;  and  if  the  plaintiff  in  such 
suit  or  action  shall  be  nonsuit,  or  shall  discontinue 
any  .'vuch  suit  or  action  after  any  plea  of  license 
shall  have  been  pleaded  triereto  under  this  act, 
then  and  in  such  case  the  defendant  in  such  suit 
or  action  shall  have  full  costs  of  suit;  and  if  in 
any  such  suit  or  action  a  verdict  shall  he  giveri  for 
the  defendant,  the  defendant  shall  have  treble 
costs,  and  have  the  like  remedy  for  the  same  as 
any  defendant  hath  in  other  cases  to  recover  costs 
j  bylaw. — XXI.  A^Q  be  it  further  en. tcted,  Thi^t  no- 
I  thing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
I  strued  to  extend  to  exempt  any  peison  or  persons 
I  from  any  canonical  or  ecclesiastical  censures,  or 
aiTect  any  proceedings  that  shall  hereafter  be  in-' 
stituted  in  any  ecclesiastical  court,  in  order  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  inflicted  in  relation  to  the 
non-resilience  of  any  spiritual  person  having  oi* 
holding  any  parsonage,  vicsrage,  donative,  or  per- 
petual curacy,  not  being  duly  licensed  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  be  absent  there- 
from, nor  having  any  other  lawful  cause  of  ab- 
sence :  Provided  always,  that  from  and  after  the 
p'jssing  of  this  act,  no  such  censures  bv  reason  of 
non-residence  not  exceeding  three  months  shall 
be  in  force,  nor  shall  any  proceeding  be  admitted 
in  any  ecclesiastical  court  against  any  such  spi- 
ritual person  for  such  non-residence  n(>l  exceeding 
three  months,  at  the  suit  of  any  person  or  persons 
otiier  than  the  "bishop  or  archdeacon  only  of  the 
diocese  and  archdeaconry  within  which  such  par- 
sonage, vicarage,  donative,  or  perpetual  curacy,  in 
respect  whereof  such  non-residence  shall  have 
taken  place,  shall  be  locally  situated  ;  any  thing 
in  any  law  or  laws,  or  ecclesiastical  canon  or  ca- 
nons, to  tl;e  ontrary  thereof  notwithstanding.-— 
XXII. And  be  it  fuither  enacted,  That  in  cverycasc  in 
■which  it  shajl  appear  to  any  such  bishop  as  afore- 
said, that  any  spiritual  peison  having  or  holding 
any  parsonage,  ricarrige,  donative,  or  perpetual 
curacy,  and  not  being  licensed  according  to  this 
act  to  be  absent  therefrom,  nor  having  any  other 
la-\vful  cause  of  absence  from  the  same,  does  not 
sufTiciently  reside  on  such  parsonage,  vicarage,  do- 
native, or  perpetual  curacy,  it  shall  he  lawful  for 
such  bishop  to  issue  or  cause  to  be  issued  a  mo- 
nition to  such  spiritual  person,  forthwith  to  pro- 
ceed to  and  reside  thereon,  and  perform  the  duties 
thereof,  and  to  make  a  letuin  to  such  monition 
within  a  certain  number  of  days  after  the  issuing 
thereof  ;  so  aj  that  in  every  such  esse  ihere  sliali 
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be  thirty  days  between  the  time  of  dcliveiing  such 
monition  to  such  spiritual  person,  or  leaving  tl)e 
same  at  his  tlitn  usual  place  of  aboilc,  oi'  last 
plice  of  abode,  if  not  there  to  be  found,  and  with 
the  olliciating  minister  or  one  ot  the  ehiirch- 
waidens,  and  the  time  specified  in  such  monition 
for  tlie  return  thereof;  and  every  such  monition 
fliali  immediately  on  the  issuing  thereof  be  filed 
in  the  regiscry,  and  open  for  inspection  on  the 
payment  of  iwo  shillings  and  no  more  ;  and  the 
spiiitunl  person  to  whom  any  such  monition  shall 
be  sent  undei  this  act,  sliall  within  the  time  spe- 
cified for  that  purpoic  make  a  letui  n  thereto  ;  and 
it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  Idshop  to  whom  any  such 
return  sliall  be  made  to  require  such  return,  or  any 
facts  contained  therein,  to  be  vefitied  by  the  oath 
of  such  spiritual  peifon,  or  others,  to  be  taken 
before  some  Surrogate  or  Master  Extraoidinary  in 
Chancery,  which  oath  any  such  Surrogate  or 
Master  Extraordinary  in  Chanceiy  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  administer,  on  applica- 
tion being  made  for  that  purpose;  and  in  every 
case  whcieno  such  return  shad  be  made,  or  wiieie 
such  return  shall  not  state  such  reasons  as  shall 
be  deemed  satisfactory  by  such  bishop  for  the  non- 
residence  of  the  spiritunl  person  to  whom  such 
monition  shall  have  been  sent  as  aforesaid,  or 
■where  the  same  or  any  of  the  facts  contained 
therein  shall  not  be  so  verified  upon  oath  as  afore- 
said, when  the  same  shall  have  been  required  ; 
then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  tor  such 
bishop  to  issue  an  order  in  \vriting  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  to  require  such  person  to  proceed  to  and 
reside  as  aforesaid,  within  thirty  days  after  such 
order  in  writing,  or  a  copy  thereof  shall  have  been 
delivered  or  left  in  like  manner  a.-,  is  hereinbefore 
reqiured  as  to  monitions;  and  in  case  of  non- 
con-.phance  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  bishop 
to  sequester  the  prolics  of  such  parsonage,  vicar- 
age, donative,  or  perpetual  curacy  of  such  spiiitual 
person  as  aforesaid,  uu;il  such  monition  shall  be 
complied  with,  or  such  sutlicient  reasons  lor  non- 
residence  stated  and  proved  as  aforesaid,  and  to 
direct  any  order  to  he  made  for  that  purpose  un- 
der his  hand,  tiie  application  of  such  profits,  after 
deducting  the  necessary  expenses  of  serving  the 
cure,  either  in  the  wijole  or  in  such  proportion  as 
he  shall  think  lit,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  such  reasonnble  expenses  as  shall  have 
been  incurred  in  relation  to  such  monition  and 
sequestration,  and  in  the  next  place  towards  the 
augmentation  or  improvement  of  any  such  par- 
sonage, vicarage,  doiiative,  or  perpetual  curacy, 
or  the  houie  oi  residence  thereof,  or  any  of  the 
buildings  and  appurtenances  thereof,  or  tovv-ards 
the  improvement  of  any  of  the  glebe  or  deincane 
jands  thereof,  or  may  order  and  direct  the  sane, 
or  any  portion  thereof,  to  he  paid  to  the  governors 
of  the  bounty  of  Queen  Anne  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  tlie  maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy,  to  be 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  such  augmentation  as 
such  bishop  shall  in  his  discretion  under  all  tb.e 
circumstances  think  fit  and  expedient  ;  and  it 
shall  also  be  lawful  for  any  such  bishop  to  remit 
any  such  spiritual  person  any  part  or  proportion 
of  such  sequestered  profits,  or  cause  the  same  or 
3»ny  part  tiicrcof  that  shall  have  been  paid  or  di- 
rected to  be  paid  to  such  governors  of  Queen 
^%nne"s  bounty  to  be  repaid  to  such  spiritual  per- 
son, which  repayment  the  said  governors  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  upon  an  ortlcr 
under  the  hand  of  any  such  bishop  to  make  out 
of  any  money  then  in  their  hands,  or  if  no  money 
shall  then  be  in  their  hand?,  out  of  the  next  mo- 
ney that  shill  come  to  their  hands,  ia  any  case  in 


which  by  reason  of  the  subsequent  obedience  of 
any  such  spiritual  person  to  any  such  nionition, 
or  the  staling  and  proving  such  suiricient  reasons 
ns  aforesaid,  such  bishop  shall  think  the  same 
proper  :  Provided  always,  that  when  any  such 
spiritual  person  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by 
rcabon  of  any  such  sequestration,  it  shall  be  law- 
lul  for  any  such  spiiitual  person,  within  fitttea 
days  after  the  making  any  order  for  any  such  se- 
questration as  aforesaid,  and  upon  notice  thereof, 
the  bishop  to  appeal  to  the  archbishop  of  the 
province  to  which  sucli  bishop  shall  belong,  wlia 
shall  forthwith  cither  by  himself,  or  some  com- 
missioner or  commissioners  appointed  from  among 
the  bishops  of  his  province  tor  that  purpose  un- 
der liis  hand  and  seal,  make  or  cause  to  he  made 
due  enquiry  into  the  same,  and  make  such  order 
therein  or  relating  thereto,  or  to  the  profits  that 
shall  be  so  sequestered  as  aforesaid,  for  the  returu 
to  such  spiiitual  person  of  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  otherwise,  as  shall  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  tlie  case  appear  to  such  archbishop 
or  his  commissioner  or  coiiimissioncrs  to  lie  just 
and  proper  :  Provided  always,  that  the  party  so 
appealing  shall  give  security  to  the  bishop  for  the 
payment  of  such  reasonable  expenses  occasioned 
by  the  a{)peal  as  the  archbishop  or  his  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners  shall  award  :  Provided 
also,  that  no  such  order  for  any  sequestratioji 
shall  be  put  in  force  during  such  appeal  as  afore- 
said, and  until  the  same  is  detei  mined. — XXIII. 
Provided  ij/i</,  and  he  it  further  enacud,  I  hat  every 
spiiitual  person  to  whom  any  such  monition  or 
order  in  writing  shall  be  sent  as  aforesaid  under  this, 
act,  who  shall  he  at  the  time  of  the  issuing  thereof 
absent  from  residence  in  his  parsonage,  vicarage, 
donative,  or  perpetual  curacy,  contrary  to  the 
piovisions  of  the  said  first  lecited  act  and  this 
act,  but  who  shall  in  obedience  to  such  monitioa 
or  order  forthwith  leiuinio  due  residence,  and 
the  profits  of  whose  parsonage,  vicarage,  dona- 
tive, or  perpetual  cuiacy,  shall  by  reason  of  such 
return  not  be  sequestered,  shall  nevertheless  pay 
all  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incurred  by  rea- 
son of  the  issuing  and  serving  such  mooiti. hi  oror- 
dcr  ;  to  be  levied  as  any  cost  may  be  levied  on  any 
spiritual  person  by  any  archbishop  or  bishop  nn- 
derany  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. — XXIVAnuAs 
it  further  enacted,  lliat  all  contracts  or  agreements 
made  after  the  passing  ot  this  act,  for  the  letting 
of  houses  of  residence  belonging  to  any  psrson 
age,  vicarage,  donative,  or  perpetual  curacy,  to 
which  any  spiiitual  person  shall  be  required  by 
order  of  the  bishop  as  afoiesaid,  to  prucced  and 
reside  therein,  shall  be  null  and  vsid  ;  and  any 
person  continuing  to  hold  the  same  alter  the  day 
on  which  the  said  spiritual  person  shall  be  cirect- 
ed  by  the  said  order  to  reside  therein,  shall  fojr-f 
feit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every  day  he  shall 
continue  to  hold  the  same,  to  be  recovered  and 
applied  ill  like  manner  as  tlic  penalties  tornoH-re- 
sidence,  are  directed  to  be  tecovered  and  applied 
by  the  provisions  of  this  act. — XX.V.  AND/^i  it 
further  enacted,  I'hat  v^here  any  such  house  of  re- 
sidence is  occupied  under  a  contract  or  agreement: 
made  before  the  pa?sing  of  this  act,  the  same  may 
be  held  and  occupied  without  subjecting  the  party, 
holding  and  occupying  the  same  to  any  penalty; 
and  sequestration  shah  not  issue  for  disobedience 
to  the  order  of  the  hishop,  for  thiee  calcndiB. 
months  after  the  day  on  which  possession  oiigl^t 
to  be  taken  by  the  spiii^jai  person,  in  obedience 
to  the  order  of  ii.s  Lv:.;li.  p,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  tl.e  i--.c]iie.cja!i^u  shall  issue;  and 
the  party  cciitu-jic^  tu  holil  ibc  housc  o£  rcii- 
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dence  shsll  frrfeit  the  fum  of  rca  p:iiinds  foreveiy 
day  he  shall  hold  tiie  same,  .i;ter  the  expiiation  of 
the  jaid  three  months  ;  the  said  penalties  to  be  re- 
covered and  appliediu  like  mmner  as  the  penalties 
for  non-residence  aic  diiected  to  be  recovered  and 
applied  by  the  provisions'  of  this  act. — XXVf. 
And  be  it  f::rtl:e>  ennttc:!,  Tiiat  \i  any  cliik  shall 
continue  untler  such  sequestration  for  ni.  n-resi- 
dence  for  the  space  of  thr-.e  years,  the  parsonage, 
vicarage,  donaiive,  or  perpetual  cure,  in  iclation 
•n-heieto  the  said  non-residence  shall  have  bten 
committed,  shall  become  ip^o  facio  void  ;  and  tJie 
patron  shall  present  or  ni.minate  another  clerk 
thereto,  as  if  ilie  same  had  been  avoided  by  the  na- 
tural death  or  resignation  of  the  party. — XXVII. 
Provided  ahv.iyi,  and  h?  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat 
where  any  action,  suit,  bill,  plaint,  or  informa- 
tion shall  have  been  commenced  or  brought 
zjainst  any  spiritual  person  to  whom  any  moni- 
tion shall  be  sent  as  aforesaid  betoie  tt;e  isming 
thereof,  for  any  pcnahy  or  forfeiture  incurred  by 
reason  of  the  non-rtsidenre  of  any  such  spiritual 
person  be'ore  the  isruiug  of  such  monition,  then 
and  in  such  case  the  hii^hop  sendinj.;  such  mo.^'i- 
tion  as  aforesaid,  s!ia!i  upon  notice  of  such  aciion 
or  suit,  cause  to  be  retained  the  profits  or  so  frmch 
of  the  ptofits  of  the  parsonage,  vicarage,  doi;r.tive, 
or  perpetual  curacy,  in  ttsptct  wheseof  such  ac- 
tion or  sui'  shall  be  brought  and  munition  iscucd 
as  aforeraiii,  and  which  may  under  this  act  be  se- 
questtred  as  afoiesaid,  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  any  penality  or  penalties  for  which  any 
such  ac'ion  or  suit  shall  be  brought,  together 
•with  Pu.h  costs  as  the  plaintifFor  pUiiuiffs  there- 
in may  be  entitled  to,  if  any  ;  and  shall  if  a  ver- 
dict fha  1  be  given  for  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiff^  in 
such  action,  and  final  jutigment  obtained  therein, 
after  dtduaing  all  the  charges  which  shall  have 
been  f!Cca;ioned  by  the  said  sequestration  to  the 
bishop  or  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have 
acied  theiein  un  'er  his  authority,  pay  or  cause  to 
be  paid  to  such  plaintiiTor  plaintifFs  the  sum  or 
lunis  of  money  that  &hall  be  lecoveied  in  any 
such  action  or  suit  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs 
therein  :  Provided  always,  that  if  at  the  tiuie  of 
filing  any  such  monition  as  aforesaid,  no  action 
for  any  such  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been 
already  commenced  against  any  su.eh  spiritual 
person,  then  and  in  such  case  no  such  action,  suit, 
bill,  plaint,  or  infoimation  shall  be  afterwards 
brought  (or  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  incurred  by 
reason  of  any  non-rtsidcnce  of  such  spiritual  per- 
son before  the  issuing  of  such  monition,  or  dur- 
ing any  proceedings  that  may  be  had  under  such 
Tiionition  ;  and  if  any  such  action  or  suit  shall  be 
so  commenced,  the  defendant  therein  may  plead 
in  bar  thereof,  that  such  a  monition  as  aforesaid 
has  issued  in  respect  of  the  same  parsonage,  vicar- 
age, donative,  or  perpetual  curacy. — XXVIII.And 
hr  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  no  oath  shall  be  required  of  or 
taken  by  any  vicar,  in  relation  to  residence  on  his 
vicarage  ;  any  law,  custom,  constitution,  or  usage, 
to  the  con-irary  thereof  notwithstanding. — XXIX. 
And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  all  and  everv  the  clauses,  provi- 
sions, penalties,  and  forfeitures,  in  the  faid  first 
recited  a"ct  and  this  act  contained,  in  relation  to 
residence  on  bcnetlces,  or  to  any  other  matters 
and  things  relating  thereto,  shall  extend  and  be 
deemed  and  construed  to  extend  to  all  parsonages 
with  cure,  vicarages,  donatives,  perpetual  curacies, 
and  all  parochial  chapelries,  exempt  as  well  as  not 
exempt,  and  all  peculiars,  as  fully  and  amply  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  ihc  same  had  been 


and  were  in  the  said  first  recited  act  or  were  in  this 
act  particularly  meniionr.i  and  specified  ;  any 
thing  in  any  ace  or  acts,  aw  or  laws,  to  tlie  con- 
trary thereof  notwithstanding. — XXX.  And  be  it 
further  enacted.  That  every  aichhishop,  bishop,  and 
archdeacon,  witliin  the  limits  of  whofC  province, 
diocese,  or  jurisdictio.T  respectively  any  such  par- 
sonage with  cui'c,  vicarage,  donative,  perpetual 
curacy,  or  paroc!u..\i  chapehy,  extmpt  as  well  as 
not  e::'.inpt,  or  peculiir,  shall  be  locally  situate, 
or  where  any  such  paiscnsge,  vicarage,  donative, 
perpetual  curacy,  or  parochial  chapalry,  exempt 
as  well  as  not  exempt,  or  peculiar,  shall  be  within 
the  limits  of  more  tiian  one  province,  diocese,  or 
jurisdiction  aforesaid,  or  shall  be  situate  between 
any  two  or  more  provinces,  dioceses,  or  jurisdic- 
tions, ilieu  the  archbi.hop  or  bishop  to  whose 
province  or  diocese  t'.ie  parish  church,  such  par- 
sonage, vicarage,  donative,  perpetual  curacy,  or 
parochial  chapclrv,  eiCinpt  as  well  as  not  exempt, 
or  pecu!;;;(,  shail  be  nearest  in  local  situation, 
shall  have,  use,  aiu!  exercise  all  the  powers,  autho- 
rities, and  jurisdictions  necessiry  for  the  full  ex- 
ecution of  all  the  proi'isions  of  this  act,  and  for 
enforcing  ihe  same,  as  fully  and  amply  in  every 
respect  as  if  such  parsonages,  vicarages,  donatives, 
P-rpetual  cura'-ies,  or  paii'chiai'  chapelries,  cx- 
ciF.pt  as  well  as  iioc  excmnr,  or  peculiar,  weie 
t'inu  fdr  subject  in  every  respect  to  such  jurisdic- 
tion, and  as  it  the  same  had  been  and  were  speci- 
fied in  all  tlie  c'.au  es  of  this  act  ;  any  tiring  in 
auy  act  or  acts,  law  or  laws,  usage  or  usages,  to 
the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding:  Provided 
that  the  peculias  !)clonging  to  any  archbishopric 
or  bi>hoj>ric,  though  locally  siti:aied  in  anoUier 
diocese,  shall  conttnue  subject  to  the  archbishop 
or  bishop  to  whom  they  belong,  as  well  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act,  as  for  all  other  purposes  of 
ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  in  the  law  whatsoever.— 
XXXI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted^ 
i'h.at  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shill  extend  or 
be  construed  to  extend  toalter  or  efltct  his  Majes, 
ty's  royal  prerogative  in  the  granting  of  dispensa- 
tions tor  non-residence  upon  benefices,  as  the 
same  now  exists  by  taw. 

GOOD   intentions! 

y^To.m.  —  a.nto  L 
ARGUMENT, 

Happy  that  nation's  lot,  [ween, 

(As  Britain's  Sons  can  tell) 
Whose  Rulers  very  /rtt'e  mean, 

But  miaii  that  /i/.'/f  well. 

Contents. — Folly  of  the  system  of  poli- 
tics pursued  in  this  country  since  the  revo- 
lution, up  to  the  end  of  the  last  administra- 
tion— Character  of  King  William;  Dutch 
Prejudices;  Hook  No'^e ;  fond  of  standing; 
armies  and  continental  politics;  liberties  of 
Europe  a  mere  pretext  to  shed  the  blood 
and  spend  the  money  of  his  subjects  — Cen- 
sure on  Lord  Somers  and  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough.— Campaigns  of  the  latter  "  ex- 
"  tended,  bloody,  and  expensive."-— Peace 
of  Utrecht  cotnmended,  except  for  the  idle 
provisions  to  prevent  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana to  France. — That  provision  happily  abo- 
lished by  the  treaty  of  Amiens. — Apostrophe 
to  that  treaty, — Episode  on  the  separate  coa-" 
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vention  signed  the  same  day  between  France 
and  Holland, — Indecency  of  the  Dutch  Mi- 
nister in  laughing  out  so  loud  in  the  corner 
of  the  room  while  this  transaction  was  going 
on. — Consolations  attendant  on  being  laugh- 
ed at  exemplified  in  the  situation  of  the 
present  Ministry — Insular  system  of  poli- 
tics recommended. — Great  Britain  an  island, 
and  why  ? — Ireland  ditto. — Two  islands  do 
not  make  one  continent ;  wherefore  con- 
tinental connexions  to  be  avoided. — Protec- 
tion of  France  to  be  ensured,  particularly  to 
THE  FAMILY. — Character  of  the  present  Mi- 
nister contrasted  with  the  noisy  and  turbu- 
lent merits  of  his  predecessor. — Mr.  A. 
guileless  and  candid,  with  excellent  inten- 
tions.— Mr.  A.  no  conjuror  j  not  capable  of 
setting  the  Thames  on  fire;  not  likely  to 
have  mvented  gunpowder,  if  that  destruc- 
tive invention  had  remained  undiscovered 
to  his  time. — Mr.  A.  guardian  of  British 
capital,  &c.  compared  with  the  Goose  of  the 
capitol  at  Rome. — Preference  decidedly  given 
to  Mr.  A. 

"We  shall  for  the  present  confine  our  ex- 
tracts to  the  latter  part  of  the  Canto,  be- 
ginning with  the  beautiful  tirade  against 
Continental  Connexions,  from  verse  Sip. 

O  !   h^ples;:  age!  when  fierce  discussions, 
With  turban'd  Turks,  or  fur-clad  Russians  ! 
Sprung  from  Connexions  Continental, 
(To  Britain  iiighly  detrimental — 
So  deeni'd  by  some  wise  heads  in  York'-hire,  (i) 
And  lads  whocicAn  our  kniVes  and  f<.)rks  here,)  [z) 
And  leading  oft  to  wounds  and  slaughter, 
Still  kept  this  island  in  hot  water. 
• — In  water  hot  !   when,  had  she  known 
To  trust  no  waters  but  her  own 
(  rhe  Ocean  then,  as  no'v,  surrounding 
Her  rocky  coasts,  and  all  siJes  bounding), 
Britain,  iiirice  blest  !   had  seen,  perhaps, 
No  world  beyond  her — hut  in  maps! 
Hail,  happier  age  !  had  just  co'^mography  ! 
Hail  doctrines  of  a  sound  geography, 
Which  teach,  when  se^s  encircle  dry  land. 
That  all  within  them  forms  an  island.  (3) 

Safe  in  this  truth  (which  doubt  vve  dare  not). 
Let  Europe  sink  or  swim  we  care  not. 
Reckless  alike  of  friends  and  foes, 
We  taste  (blest  nation  I)  sweet  repose. — 
Save  when  the  guardians  of  our  rest, 
From  time  to  time,  in  fear  or  jest, 


(t)See  Wilberforce's  Address  to  Yorkshire  Free- 
holders, July,  180J.     Reg.  Vol   11.  p.  1617. 

(2)  "  T\\z  loivest  classts  of  the  people  are  gene- 
rally averse  to  engagements  with  Contiiiental 
Powers  ;  nor  is  that  wonderful,  he\ngunliif'>i7)iel  (as 
th;y  necessarily  are)  of  their /'t'(?r/«!^  upon  the  safe- 
ty and  greatness  of  their  own  country.  Else  such 
is  the  patriotism  pervading  all  ranks  of  the  people 
of  F.ngi^nd,  that  they  wimid  gladly  unite  with 
whatever  nation,  to  repel  the  aggre'sions  of  an 
enemy,  and  specially  ot  France.' — Smetlon's  ^Jna- 
lyas  of  Public  Sftit'tnent. 

(3)  Terram,  qiix  mari  undcquaque  circundatur, 
iasulam  vocamus. — CEtLAKiui. 


Rouse  us,  as  with  a  watchman's  rattle, 
With  cries  of  life,  or  shouts  of  battle  ; 
And  when  we  start,  and  ask  the  matter 
That  breaks  our  sleep  with  such  a  clatter. 
Bid  us,  with  simpering  smile,  turn  round. 
And  sleep  again  in  pcu.e  profound.  (4) 

But  chief  to  thy  narcotic  aid, 
O  sage  !   from  Woodley's  classic  shade  ! — (5) 
Thy  stren;;ili  and  sweetness,  "  luppy  mixture,"  (6  ) 
We  owe  this  peace  (not  yet  a  fixture  I) 
These  wholesome  slumbers,  short  but  pleasing; 
The  brisk  alarms  those  slumbers  teazing  ; 
This  changeful  course  of  noise  and  quiet. 
Which  keeps  our  pulse  from  running  riot; 
These  armaments  at  •s/"/'?,?  3nd/<v//,  (7) 
O  Sage  !  to  thee  we  owe  them  all  ! 

But,  more  than  all,  we  love  to  dwell 
On  thy  best  talent,  meaning  lucll  '. 
Whether  thou  flatter,  or  alarm  us, 
Th'  intcnti'iti  iievei  fails  to  charm  us; 
Whether,  of  peace  retrenchments  raving, 
Thou  promi  e /o//v  w////o'/s'  saving:  ('i) 
Or  (if  a  smaller  sum  concent  ye) 
Reduce  the  boast  \.n  fi-vc  and  twenty  • 
Or,  in  bold  phrases  no  way  thrifty. 
Of  ships  fit  out  a  monthly  fjty  ;    (9) 
Though  every  m  ;i  tal  man  alive. 
For  FIFTY  knows  he  i/^o//// read  rrvE, 
Yet  this  small  error  no  man  mentions. 
Still,  still,  we  laud  i\\y  good  ir'.tentions ! 
"■  'Twere  best,  no  doubt,  the  truth  to  tell, 
"  But  still,  good  soul  i  .he  mca'is  so  luell !" 

Others,  with  necromtintic  skill. 
May  bend  mens'  passions  to  their  will, 

(4)  Sec  Mr.  Addington's  Speech  on  the  Prince 
of  Wales's  Additional  Annuity  l^ill,  in  which  lie 
assured  the  House  that  we  were  in  a  state  of 
"  profound  fee  ,"  not  ttn  days  before  the  King'* 
Message  !  —  fFords  eni^r  io  be  re>nem/>ered. 

(5)  VVoodley,  lately  the  residence  of  Mr.  Ad- 
dington,  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Read- 
ing, where  the  great  ball,  in  honour  of  the  peace, 
was  given  on  the  1st  of  Oct.  l8oa,  at  wliich  Mr.  .\. 
assisted,  and  made  a  speech  on  the  dwabiluy  f  tlit 
^)cjcf,  just  one  week  before  lie  sent  a  remonstrance 
to  Paris,  which  ii:hj:t  have  produced  war,  and  not 
one  month  befoie  he  sent  tiie  order  to  retain  the 
Cape,  which  (in  its  confequences)  i^tuU  produce 
It  ! — c'lrcumitanres,  never  to  he  fo'golttri  I 

(6)  "  By  a  ha-ppy  mixture  of  firmness  and  conci- 
liation we  have  made  the  peace,  and  hope  to  pre- 
serve it." — Miuhterlal  Sferckes,  pasii?n. 

(7)  It  is  good  to  begin  this  course  of  discipline 
at  the  spring  and  fait  ol  the  year;  those  being  the 
seasons  when  the  humours  are  most  in  circula- 
tion.— Sydenham,  l^ol.  I.  e.  ^.  p.  115. 

{'■>)  See  Mr.  Addington's  vaiious  and  varying 
statements  of  the  savings  to  be  made  by  the  peace. 
At  one  time,  in  the  Session  of  l8c2,  he  boldly 
stated  the  amount  at  40  millions.  Before  Christ- 
mas, on  being  asked  the  difference  between  a  con- 
tracted war  and  an  exicnded  peace  establishment 
(such  as  was  then  voted),  he  answered  25,ooo,oocJ. 
Considerable  odds  arc  taken  that  at  the  next  bud- 
get (if  he  should  ever  see  one)  the  diminution  will 
be  found  still  more  considerable. 

(9)  "I  engage  upon  an  emergency  to  huve  ffy 
ihips  of  the  line  rexdv  for  s'a  in  a  fnOiUh." — Mr.  Ad- 
dingt'm's  Speech  on  Navat  Estn)L,te,  Dec.  2,  180:. — 
Ready  for  sea  in  the  week  beginning  April  4th, 
or  one  month  after  the  Mes>age.  acconiii-.g  to 
some  accounts  6,  according  to  others  4  ships  of 
the  line.  Quere,  If  the  Message  proved  ati 
"    iniergeii^^'  !" 
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Raise  with  daik  ipel.'s  the  tardy  lop.n, 

To  shake  ihe  vauming  Consul's  thione  ;— 

In  tliee  no  mi:;r.-c  arts  surprise, 

No  incks  to  cheat  our  woiuierlng  eyes  ; 

On  thee  shall  no  suspicion  fall, 

Of  slight  of  hand,  or  cup  ami  hall, 

E'en  ioti  must  own  thy  spotless  fame, 

Unhranded  with  a  Con/nrr^r's  Name  ! 

Ne'er  shall  thy  viituous  thoughts  conspire 
To  wrap  majestic  Thaims  in  fir  ! 

And  if  that  black  and  nitrous  grain, 
Which  strews  the  held  with  thousands  slain, 
Slept  undiscovered  yet  in  earth — 
1  hou  nt'ei  hadst  caus'd  the  monstrous  birth, 
Nor  aided  (such  thy  pure  ?«/c7;/:>-;^) 
That  ('iMbolical  invention  ! 

Hail  then — oti  whom  our  state  is  leaning  ! 
O  I   Minister  of  mildest  meaning  ! 
P.lest  with  such  virtues  to  talk  big  on, 
^Vith  nich  a  head  (to  hang  a  wig  on) — • 
Head  of  wisdom  — soul  of  candour — 
Happy  Pritain's  Guardian  (.^ander,  (lo) 
To  rescue  from  th'  invading  Gaul 
Her  "  Commerce,  Credit,  Capital  1*' — (i  i) 
While  Rome's  great  Goose  could  save  alone 
One  Capitol — of  senseless  stone. 

PARLIAMKNTARY    MIN  a  T  E9, /aO/K />.   5!!. 

Thtirsdav,  March  31. — Lords. — English  Militia 
Officers'  tiill  read  a  second  time. 

Commons. — The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
committees  severally  to  try  the  merits  of  the  peti- 
tions complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  retivjn 
for  Haiwich  and  Berwick  upon  Tweed.  —  Mr. 
Smith  brought  up  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings 
before  the  Ilchester  Committee. — Mr.  White 
brought  up  Extracts  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings before  the  Duniferndine  Committee,  as 
far  as  they  relate  to  James  Trotter. — Leave  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  erecting  a  new  Work-house 
in  the  Parish  of  St.  James,  Westminster. — Roman 
Catholic  Oath  Bill  read  a  third  time.— Bid  for  in- 
creasing the  Rates  for  Inn-keepeis  for  quartering 
Soldiers  read  a  first  time. 

F'iilay,^4pnli. — 1,0R!)S. — Repott  of  Clergy  Non- 
residence  Bill  put  and  agreed  to — Roman  Catholic 
Test  Bill,  and  \V  otdwich  Ordnance  Tru?t  Bill  lead 
a  first  time. —  Bill  for  Natuialization  of  Chiistian 
Sanders  read  a  second  time. 

Commons.— St.  Giles'  Burial  Ground  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. — Mr. Rose  moved  "  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  House  accounts  of  the  value  of 
the  exports  andimpoits  for  the  last  i8  yeais.  end- 
in'T  Jan.  5,  1S03,  exclusive  of  the  value  of  corn  and 
otticr  grain  inipotted,  and  exclusive  of  the  imports 
from  China  and  the  East  Indies,  setting  lorth  the 
difFeience  of  the  declared  value  of  British  manu- 
factures exported  in  each  ytar." — Otdeied.  Sir  M. 
W.  Ridley  moved,  "  that  the  Charges  conta;n';d 
•*  in  the  Resolut"un  of  the  Committee  against 
"  John  Sinipion,  Esq.  the  Majtir  and  leuirning 
'<  Olhcer  tor  Great  Giimoby,  be  referred  to  tlte  con- 
"  sidcatioii  of  the  House."  Agreed — Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley  ihcn  moved,  "  that  the  snidChaiges  be  le- 
"  ferred  to  the  consideration  of  this  House  on 
"  Tue^day  the  19th  of  April  itistaiit." — Ordered. 


(10)  "  Gander,"  the  male  or  worthier  of  the 
goose  species,  ^rstnt^us  ylthcr,  always  hitherto 
translated  "  Goose,"  erroneously. 

(11)  "We  have  three  C.'s  to  rely  upon  in  peace, 
«<  Commeicc,Cr,Jit,  .iiul  Capital ;"  just  as  our  treaty 
turns  upon  three  T.'s,  the  Time,  the  Tor. e,  and 
the  Tsrms. — Ministerial  Spetches,  passim. 


— "  That  the  said  John  Simpsftn,  Esq.  do  attend 
"  this  House  on  the  said  19th  day  of  April  in- 
"  stant."— Ordered. — "  That  a  Copy  of  the  said 
"  Charges  be  sent  to  the  said  John  Simpson,  Esq. 
"  and  that  he  be  at  liberty  to  be  heard  by  his 
"  Counsel  thereon.' — Ordered. — "  That  William 
"  Reedei,  Esq.  and  several  other  persons  named, 
"  do  attend  on  that  day,  iu  or<!er  to  be  examined 
'•  touching  the  matter  of  the  said  Charges.." — Or- 
dered.— The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved, 
"  that  as  doubts  existed  as  to  the  construction  to 
"  be  put  on  Mr.  Burke's  Act,  for  Regulation  of  the 
"  Civil  List,  it  be  an  instruction  to  tiie  Civil  List 
"  Committee, to  con,«iderso"much  of  tlie  Act  as  re- 
*'  lates  to  the  establishmeiit  of  invariable  order  in 
"  his  Majesty's  Civil  List,  and  to  provide  for  the 
"  liquidation  by  classes  of  the  debts  affecting  it." 
— (Ordered. — American  Ci.mmis-;ioners  Bill  passed 
a  Conimitiee  of  the  whole  House,  and  Report  or- 
dered to  be  received  on  Moi^-day. — Report  of  Four 
Millions  Exchequer  Bills  biought  up  and  agreed 
to.  —  Report  of  Sir  ].  Saumarez's  Annuity  Bill 
brought  up  and  agreed  to.  —  Bill  for  increasing  the 
Rste  of  Subsistence  to  Inn-keepeis  on  quartering 
Soldiers,  read  a  second  time. 

Monilay,^'lpiil /\. — Lords. — Counsel  finally  heard 
respecting  the  claim  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brydges  to 
the  Barony  of  Chvindos,  IJill  for  Naruralization  of 
Mr.  Maurice  de  Jidinn,  read  a  sicond  lime. 

Commons. — Mr.  Tierney  moved,  "  that  James" 
"  Trotter,  having  been  duly  summoned  with  the 
"  Speakei's  v/arrant,  i\c.  and  disobeyed  such  war- 
"  rant  and  order,  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
''  tie  privilege  of  this  House. — Carried  mm.  con. 
Mr.  Tierney  then  moved,  "  tliat  the  said  James 
"  Trotter  be  for  his  said  offence,  committed  to  his 
"  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate.''  Ordered  nem.  con, 
that  the  Speakei'  do  is^ue  iiis  warrant  accordingly. 
— Sir  J.  Saumarez's  Annuity  Bill  an<l  Exchequer 
Bills  Bdl  read  a  third  time  and  passed — Vir. 
Corry  presented  a  ?e1;ition  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Irish  Lying-in-Hospital,  praying  for  leave  ta 
present  a  Petition  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
Parliamentary  aid.  — Leave  granted. — Report  of 
American  Commissioner's  Bill  brought  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Tuesday,  April  5. — LoRDS. — Sir  J.  Saumaiez's 
Annuity  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Commons  — Sir  J.  Frederick  moved,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  rebuilding  Christ  Church  in  the 
County  of  Surry.  Eeave  granted. — The  Solicitor 
Geiieral  moved,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  em- 
power the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Lotd  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  to  direct  the  sale  or  mortgage  of  the 
freehold  properties  of  Lunotics. — Leave  given. — 
Southampton  W^ater  Works  Bill  read  a  third  time 
ami  passed. —  Mr.  Tierney  moved,  "  that  an  ac- 
"  count  of  the  sums  paid  into,  and  cf  the  charges 
*'  upon,  the  consolidited  fund  from  the  ^th  jar. 
"  i8ca,  to  tlie  5th  Jan.  i8o,f,  be  laid  bef'ure  the 
"  House."  Oidercd. — Also  that  an  account  of  the 
net  produce  <f  the  permanent  taxes  on  the  jth  of 
January,  and  on  the  5th  April,  1S03,  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  distinguishing  the  quarters. — Or- 
dered.— Mr.  Addington  brought  up  the  Report  cf 
tlie  Survey  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  Ordei- 
ed  to  be  printed. — American  Commissiorers  Bill 
re<d  a  third  time  and  passed. — Coroners  Bill  read 
a  second  time. 

H'cdnfiday,  April  6. — Lot^Ds. — Roman  Catholic 
Test  Bill,  Woolwich  Ordnance  Bill,  &c.— Militia 
Olficers'  Bill  read  a  tliird  tiim-and  passed. —  Exrhe- 
q'.ier  Bills  Bill,  and  Sir  J.  Saumarez's  Annuity  Bill 
read  a  sfcond  time. 

CoM.MoNs.~Sir  J.  Pultency  reported  from  the 
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Committee  appointeil  to  try  tlie  merits  of  the  Pe- 
tition complaining;  of  an  undue  lilcction  for  tlie 
County  of  Carmarthen,  that  the  sitting  Mtmbcr 
J.  H.  VV'illiams,  lisq  was  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  Petition  was  not  frivolous  nor  vexatious. — 
Glasgow  Theatre  Bill  read  a  second  time — Lord 
Hervey  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  Petitions  compliining  of  an 
undue  Election  for  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  that  the 
Committee  had  determined  thatThomas  Hall,  Esq. 
and  fohn  Pordyce,  Esq.  were  not  duly  elected; 
also  tJKU  ihc  Petitions  were  not  frivolous  or  vexa- 
tious— iiouthwarli  Paving  Bill  and  Surry  Rail-way 
Bill,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. — Sir  W.  Scott 
moved,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  "  to  amend  and 
*'  render  more  efTectuiil  an  Act  for  preventing  the 
"  Clergy  fiom  holding  firms,  and  for  enf.>icing  pa- 
*'  rocliial  residence.' — Leave  granted. —  A  new 
writ  Avas  issued  for  the  Election  of  two  Members 
for  tlie  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed. — Mr. 
Tierney  moved,  "  that  a  sum  not  exceeding 
*'  /.^'?>^26  be  granted,  to  enable  His  Majtsty  to 
*'  make  a  compensation  to  George  Manin,  the 
*'  younger,  Esq.  for  h)sscs  sustained  by  him  in 
"  America,  Sic."  Motion  put  and  cairied. — Mr. 
Corry  brought  up  a  Bill  for  continuing  several 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  collecting  the  Revenue  of 
Ireland,  and  to  prevent  fraud  therein. — Read  a  first 
time 

Thitrula);,  y^pi'tl  •]. — LoRDs. — Royal  assent  given 
by  commission  to  28  public  and  private  Bills. — 
Lord  Elleiibotough  moved,  "  that  there  be  la-d 
"  before  the  House  the  Registry  of  the  Burials  at 
"  certain  Parishes  in  the  County  of  Kent,  at  par- 
"  ticular  periods,  in  the  year  1641  and  1642." — 
The  Lord  Chancellor  moved,  "  that  the  decree  of 
*'  the  Scotch  Court,  in  the  case  Lawson,  i'.  Ross 
"  and  others  be  affirmed."  On  the  motion  of 
Lord  Hobart,  the  House  adjourned  to  the  19th 
instant. 

Commons. — Col.  Mitford  reported  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  pe- 
tition complaning  of  an  undue  election  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Harwich,  that  the  Committee  had  de- 
termined, that  Thomas  Myers,  Esq.  was  not  duly 
elected  ;  that  James  Adams,  Esq.  the  petitioner 
was  duly  elected  and  ought  to  have  been  returned, 
and  that  the  opposition  to  the  petition  was  not 
frivolous  nor  vexatious. — Innkeeper's  Subsistence 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. — Dr.  Duigenan 
presented  several  petitions  against  the  Irish  Courts 
of  Law  Bill. — Clergy  Non-residence  Bill  read  a 
first  time.  — Mr.  Addington  moved,  "  That  there 
be  laid  before  the  Hou?e,  an  Account  of  the  An- 
nual Produce  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Corporation 
of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  for  the  Augmentation 
of  the  Livings  of  the  poor  Clergy,  from  the  time 
of  their  incorporation  to  the  latest  period  when 
the  same  could  be  made  up  :  and  also,  an  Account 
of  the  Annual  Application  of  the  s:iid  Revenue, 
tJie  number  of  benefices  augmented  by  them,  and 
to  what  amount."  Ordered. — Report  of  Gienada 
Loan  Bill  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. — Irish  Revenue  Regulation  Bill  read  a  se- 
cond time.— Sugar  Exportation  Bill  read  a  first 
time.  House  adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  i9ch  in- 
stant. 

Tuesday,  A[>nl  19. — LoRDS.— Four  Million  Ex- 
chequer Loan  Bill,  Sir  J.  Saumarez's  Annuity 
Bill,  and  American  Loyalists'  Commissioners'  Bill, 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Commons.— Sir  J.  W.  Anderson  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  establishing  a  free  market  for 
the  sale  of  coals.  Leave  granted.  — Grenada  Loan 
fiiil  read  4  tkird  time  and  passeU.-^A  Committee 


was  appointe<l  to  prepare  an  Estimate  of  the  Al- 
lowance to  Subaltern  officers  of  the  Militia  in 
time  of  peace. — A  petition  was  presented  from  the 
electors  of  Coventry,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  for  the  above  city.  Ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  orr  the  19th  of  August. — .\  si- 
milar petition  was  also  presented  from  Ilchcstcr. 
Ordered  to  he  taken  into  consideration  on  thezzd 
August. 

H'edncicLiy,  j4piU  zo. — Commons. — Sir  J.  W.  An- 
derson moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  leather  trade.  Leavegraiu- 
ed. — Ora  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  moved  for  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  the  meriis  of  the  Notting- 
ham Election,  Mr.  Hawkins  moved  the  following 
resolutions,  viz. —  r.  "That  it  appears  to  this  Com- 
mittee, that  John  Allen,  being  the  returning  officer 
at  the  last  election  for  the  town  and  county  of  the 
town  of  Nottingham,  acted  contrary  to  his  duty 
in  opening  a  poll,  and  proceeding  to  take  the 
votes  of  electors  for  the  period  of  about  an  hour, 
and  until  forty-four  electors  had  polled,  there  be- 
ing, duiiiig  the  whole  of  that  time,  no  third  can- 
didate."' Consideration  postponed. — Resolution  2. 
"  I'hat  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  after 
the  first  day  of  the  said  election,  the  freedom  of 
the  election  was  grossly  violated  by  disturbances 
and  riots,  accompanied  with  personal  intimidatioH 
and  violence,  practised  and  continued  during  the 
six  subsequent  days  of  polling."  Agreed  to. — j. 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the 
petitioner,  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esq.  atter  sustain- 
ing several  insults  and  suffering  personal  violence, 
was  obliged,  from  the  just  apprehension  of  ha- 
zard to  his  life,  to  leave  the  place,  and  could  not 
venture  to  return;  and  that  a  large  number  of 
elector.';  in  his  interest,  were  deterred  from  exer- 
cisirig  their  franchise  of  voting."  Agreed  to. — 4. 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  Joha 
Davison,  the  Mayor,  and  Joseph  Oldknow,  and 
Thomas  Oldknow,  two  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said 
town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Nottirghara,  took 
no  eirectual  means  to  preserve  the  ireedom  of 
election,  or  restore  it  when  so  violated,  cr  to  pu- 
nish the  offenders."  Agreed  to. — 5.  "  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  Committee,  by  an  entry  in  the  cor- 
poration-book of  the  tov/n  and  county  of  the 
town  of  Nottingham,  that  at  a  Common  Hall, 
held  on  Thursday  the  8th  day  of  Jan.  last  past, 
(after  reciting  the  petitions  referred  to  this  C;;,m- 
mittee,)  it  was  '  Resolved,  that  this  corporation 
'  will  defray  all  such  legal  expenses  as  have  al- 
'  ready  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  incurred  by 
'  ihem  the  said  John  Davison,  loseph  Oidknov.', 
'  I  homas  Oldknow,  and  John  Allen,  or  either  of 
'  them,  or  George  Coldham,  under  their  direction, 
'  in  preparing  tor,  or  making,  their  defence  ;  and 
'  that  the  Chamberlains  for  the  time  being  be 
'  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  from  time  to 
<  time,  to  advance  Mr.  Coldham  all  and  every 
'  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  may  be  neces- 
*  sary  for  this  purpose.' — Consideration  post- 
poned.—  Mr.  H.  Browne  then  moved  "  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  more  elTectually  securing  the 
peace  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of 
Nottingham:  and  also,  "  that  no  new  writ  should 
issue  for  tlie  town  of  Nottingham  till  this  day 
three  weeks.  Agieed  to. —  Mr.  Hnrrocks  moved, 
"  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  Accouiit 
of  the  quantity  of  cotton  twist  and  y  irn,  imported 
from,  and  exported  to  India,  from  the  years  1750 
to  I7S8. 

Thunday,  jlpril  21. — COMMONS. — ClcgV  Non-rC- 

sidcnce  Bill  read  a  second  liff.e. — A   pttition   was 
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prcsentcf!,  complaining  of  an  undue  cleciion  for 
Ilchester. — Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
«n  the  same  clay  as  the  foimer  petition  presented 
Jrom  that  time. — liish  Revenue  Law  Bill  read  3d 
time  &  passed. — Lunatic  Properly  Bill  read  2d  time. 
Friday,  ^Ifri/  22 — -Lordi;. — •aovhI  assent  given 
By  commis.sion  to  the  Four  Million  Exchtquer 
bill,  the  Militia  Officers'  Establishment  Bill,  the 
American  Loyalists'  Commissioners'  Hilt,  Sir  j. 
Saumarez's  Annuity  Bill,  and  seveial  private  bill.s. 
Commons. —  Glasaow  Theatie  Bill,  Expiring 
Laws  Bill,  and  Irish  Revenue  Bill,  read  a  thiid 
time  and  passed.  —  On  the  order  of  the  day  being 
moved  for  taking  into  consideration  tlie  Report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of 
the  Ilchester  election,  iVIr.  Smith  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions.  I.  "  That  such  a  system  of 
corruption  was  formed,  and  such  instances  of  in- 
<iividaal  acts  of  bribery  were  committed,  previous 
10  the  said  election,  vi'ith  a  view  to  influence  the 
same,  as  to  render  it  incumbent  on  tliis  Coinmittec 
to  submit  the  same  to  the  most  seiious  considera- 
tion of  the  Hou.se;  in  order  that  such  proceedings 
may  be  instituted  thereon  as  the  House  in  its 
^visdom  may  think  proper  to  adopt."  Agreed  to. 
— 2.  "  That  Alexander  Davison,  of  St.  James's 
Square,  was  engaged  in  the  said  system  of  corrup- 
lion."  Further  consideration  of  tiris  restihition 
was  put  off  till  Monday  fortnight. — Clergy  NV.n- 
rcsidence  Bill  went  through  a  Committee,  and  Re- 
poit  ordered  to  be  taken  into  C(jnsideration  on 
Tuesday  the  3d  of  May.  I  he  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved,  "  I'hat  the  Report  drawn  up 
by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Trea  ury.  In-  a  per- 
son employed  to  make  a  Survey  of  the  Flighlands 
of  Scotland  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  of 
which  five  are  to  make  a  quorum.'     Agreed  to. 

Monday,  April  25  — Lords. — Judgment  was  given 
in  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Syme,  ■v.  Dick.ujn,  and  the 
decree  of  the  Court  of  Session  -was  aiTirmed. — 
Grenada  Loan  Bill,   read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Commons. — Admiral  Betkeley  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  weavers  of  the  county  of  Clou- 
tester  against  the  woollen  manufacturer's  Bill. — 
Leave  granted  to  bring  in  a  Bill  lor  the  improvc- 
inent  of  the  harbour  of  Greenock — Mr.  Fox  pre- 
sented a  peiirion  from  the  Mayor,  Corporation, 
&c.  of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  praying  for  leave 
to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Nottingham 
Franchise  Bill. — A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the 
county  of  Nottingham  in  the  room  of  Lord  F.dw. 
Cavendish  Bentinck  who  has  accepted  the  Chiltern 
Hundreds. — On  the  order  of  the  day  being  moved 
for  taking  into  consideration  the  merits  of  the 
Report  brought  up  from  the  Committee  appninled 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  Great  Grimsby  election, 
SirM.  W.  Ridley  moved  that  John  Simpson  be 
called  to  the  bar.  This  being  done.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley  moved  the  following  rcsolntions.  —  I, 
«•  That  it  appear^  to  this  Committee,  Th.Tt 
John  Simpson,  Esq.  mayor  and  returning  offi- 
cer of  the  borough  of  Great  Grimsby,  did,  on 
the  day  previous  to  the  said  election,  hold  a  full 
court  of  mayor,  aldermen,  common  councilmen, 
and  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  ;  at  which  court 
ilie  said  John  Simpson  did  unlawfully,  and  of  his 
own  authority,  admit  certain  persons  to  the  free- 
dom of  the  said  borough,  to  whom  objections 
•U'ere  slated,  and  did  refuse  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration and  judament  of  the  aldermen,  common 
rouncilmen,  and  burgesses  of  the  said  bor,>u<jh, 
fcisembied  at  the  said  full  court,  the  right  of  such 


persons  to  be  adm  tted  to  their  freedom,  which,  by 
the  constitution  of  the  borough,  as  determined  by 
a  resolution  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, reported  to  this  House  on  the  nth  day  of 
April  1793,  he  ought  to  have  done;  and  that  the 
said  John  Simpson  did  also  pirtially,  unlawtully, 
and  of  his  own  authority,  refuse  to  adn.iit  certain 
persons,  who  claimed  at  t'le  said  full  court  to  be 
admitted  freemen  of  the  ^aid  borougii,  to  their 
ficedom  therein,  and  did  also  refuse  to  submit  to 
the  aldcrmtn,  common  ciuncilnitn,  and  burgesses 
of  the  said  borough,  in  the  s  lid  iull  court  assem- 
bled, the  right  of  such  persons  to  be  admitted  to 
their  freedom,  and  ivhich  by  the  aforesaid  con.sti- 
nition  he  ought  to  have  done —That  the  said  John 
Simpson,  at  and  during  the  election,  did  act  par- 
ti.illy  in  the  execution  of  his  office  as  leturning 
officer,  and  did,  at  the  poll,  partially  and  unlaw- 
fully reject  the  votes  tendered  by  several  persons 
having  a  right  to  vote  at  the  .said  election,  which 
votes  he  the  said  John  Simpson  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived ;  and  also  did,  at  the  said  poll,  partially 
and  unlawfully  receive  and  admit  the  votes 
of  several  persons  who  had  no  right  to  vote  at 
the  said  election,  v.'hich  votes  lie  the  said  John 
Simpson  ought  as  returning  officer  to  have  rejected. 
—  Mr.  Simpson  being  called  upon  for  his  defence, 
said,  "  that  he  was  a  poor  man,  that  he  liad  a 
wife  and  five  children,  that  he  rented  a  small  farm 
of  i;ol.  a  year,  bat  he  was  to  quit  as  much  as  came 
to  40I.  on  the  12th  May,  that  what  he  had 
done  proceeded  from  ignorance,  for  which  he  was 
very  sorry,  that  he  aske<!  pardon  of  the  House, 
and  threw  himself  upon  its  mercy." — Sir  M.  VV. 
Ridley  then  moved,  "  that  the  said  J.  Simpson  be 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms." 
Agreed  to. — Edinburgh  Road  Bill  recommitted. 

TuesJ.iv,  Afril  26. — Lords. — St.  Pancras  PooP 
House  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Earl  Moira  pre- 
sented two  petitions  against  the  bill. — Counsel 
heard  on  the  Appeal  Cause,  ths  King  -v.  the  Coun- 
ty of  Cumberland. 

Commons. — Sir  L.  Persons  presented  a  petition 
from  the  Grand  Jury  of  tiie  Fling's  County  against 
the  Dublin  Royal 'Cana!  Bill. —  Mr.  Jekyl  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  certain  woollen  manufac- 
turers of  Yorkrdiire  againsi  the  Woollen  Clothier's 
Regulation  Bill. — Colonel  Longfield  presented  a 
petition  from  the  Tanners  of  Cork  complaining  of 
the  mode  of  collecting  the  tax  on  leather. — Mr. 
Vansittart  moved,  "  that  an  account  of  the  net 
produce  of  all  the  permanent  taxes  of  Great  Bri- 
tain from  April  5,  1802,  to  April  5,  1803,  shot*ld 
be  laid  before  the  House."  Ordered, — Miliiia  F^a- 
milies  Provision  Bill  recommitted. 

Wednesday,  April  27. — LoRDS — Ld.  Auckland 
moved  for  an  account  of  the  sums  granted  to  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  manage  Q.  Anne's 
Bounty. — Bill  for  better  regulation  o)  the  law  with 
respect  to  certain  capital  ofTences  read  a  :d  time. 
— Sugar  ami  CofFee  bill,  Irish  Revenue  bill.  Inn- 
keepers' Military  C^iarters'    bill  read  a  2d  time. 

Commons. — Mr.  Bragge  moved  Un-  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  improve  the  haibour  of  Bristol. — 
Woollen  Manufacturers'  bill  read  a  2d  time. — Mr. 
Dickens  moved,  that  counsel  be  heard  against  the 
Woollen  Manufacturers'  bill.  Agreed  to.- — Mr.  Lee 
moved  for  leave  to  present  a  petition  against  the 
Irish  Courts  of  Law  bill.  Granted. — Petition  pie- 
sented  from  the  tanners  of  Waterfo  d  against  the 
mode  of  collecting  the  tax  on  leather. — Sheerness 
Pier  bill  read  a  ist  time. 
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AUTHENTIC  PAPERS, 

BELATIVE  TO  THE   RIGHTS  AND  THE  CLAIMS 
OF    THE    PEOPLE    OF    MALTA. 

The  arrangements  respecting  Malta  have, 
from  the  very  commencement  of  ilie  nego- 
tiations for  ptace,  been  involved  in  n)}'stery. 
Information,  as  to  the  principles  on  which 
the  sti[)ulations  of  the  Xih  article  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty  were  adopted,  has  fre- 
quently been  atiked  for,  and  as  frcquenily 
refused.  The  papers  touching  d\c  rights 
of  the  Maltese  and  of  the  Kuiglus  were 
moved  for  by  Lord  Temple,  during  (he  de- 
bates on  the  Treaty  of  Amiens;  but  tlie 
ministers  sheltered  themselves  undtn*  the 
memorable  declaration,  that  they  "  bad  no 
"  OFFICIAL  ducument  on  the  subject."  These 
were  Lord  Hawkesbury's  very  words,  (I) 
and  how  far  thevse  words  were  from  the 
truth  the  reader  is  now  about  to  learn. 

The  information  which  Parliament  has 
called  for  in  vain  has,  at  last,  come  into  our 
hands.  The  very  respectable  gentleman, 
whose  name  is  affixed  to  the  letter,  which 
stands  at  the  head  of  these  interesting  pa- 
pers, feeling,  in  common  with  the  public  in 
general,  the  utmost  indignation  at  the  con- 
duct of  ministers  in  with-holding  every  spe- 
cies of  true  and  useful  communication  from 
the  Parliament,  has  laudably  resolved  to 
unveil  their  dark  and  disgraceful  deeds 
■with  respect  to  the  people  of  Malta,  to- 
wards whom,  as  our  readers  will  perceive, 
they  have  committed  an  act  of  injustice,  of 
cruelty,  and  of  perfidy,  unequalled  in  the 
annals  of  the  world,  not  excepting  those  of 

Republican  France. The  first  paper  is  a 

letter  from  Mr.  Mackenzie,  a  British  mer- 
chant who  has  lately  returned  from  Malta, 
where  he,  in  common  with  many  others, 
obtained  copies  of  the  papers,  which  he  has 
had  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  us. 
The  second  is  a  translation  of  the  Repre- 
sentation and  Remonstrance  of  the  Maltese, 
drawn  up,  on  the  22d  of  Oct,  1801,  the 
moment  they  were  acquainted  vviih  the 
Preliminaries  of  Peace,  and  brought  to  Lon- 
don by  certain  Deputies  early  in  Fcbiuary, 


(i)  See  Debates,  Register,  Vol,  IJ    p.  125-,, 

Vol.  IIL 


16/4 

a  copy  having  bec^n  di'^patrhed  itnmediately 
after  it  war,  drawn  up.  The  third  is  a  let- 
ter from  the  said' Deputies  requesting  an 
anditnce  with  Lord  Hobart.  The  fourth  is  ' 
a  Memorial  from  the  Deputies  to  Lord  LIo- 
bart,  repealing  and  enforcing  the  statements 
contained  in  their  first  renwnstrance.  The 
tilth  and  last  document  is  a  letter  from  the 
Deputies  to  their  Constituents,  giving  an 
account  of  the  reception  they  had  met  with 
from  the  British  ministry,  and  of  the  pro- 
mises  made    by   Lord   Hobart. -Havuig 

translated  the  second'  and  fifth  dbcumcnts 
Irorn  the  Italian,  and  the  third  and  fourth 
from  the  French,  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  \ 
assert,  that  every  phrase  of  our  translation  is  - 
exactly  equivalent  to  {Xv-.  original,  but,  we 
venture  to  sny,  that  no  essential  change  has 
been  made  in  the  meaning;  and,  as  to  the 
autbciit'icity  of  the  originals,  that  is  a  point 
on  which  our  veracity  and  the  reputation  of 
our  work  stand  pledged. 

No.  I. 

Oxford  Street,  May  3,  1803. 

Sir, — The  subject  of  Malta  has  lately  been 
much  canvassed  by  the  public ;  but  as  I  have  not 
seen  in  any  publication,  the  memorials  of  the 
Mahese  Deputies,  which  appear  to  me  very  in- 
teresting, 1  send  you  inclosed,  copies  of  them. 
They  were  distributed  to  several  persons^at  Malta, 

and  one  ot   them  fell   into  my  hands. If  you 

think  them  a^  important  as  I  do,  they  ate  at  your 
service  to  pubiifh  in  your  Weekly  Register,  if  not, 

be  pleased  to  retuin  them  by  the  bearer. 1  am, 

Sir, — Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

If'm.  Cohbett,  Esq.  A.  M'Kenz.'u. 

No.  ir. 

The  humhle  Reprcscnlat'ion  of  the  Depul'iei  gf  the  Islaihh 
of  Malfa  miJ  (ir.z.o,  at  the  foot  rf  the  Throne  of  the 
linis^  of  the  Vnted  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
h  eland. 

'the  Maltese  were  the  first  ^vho  took  up  arnr;  ' 
against  the  French,  and  besieged  them  in  Valetta  : 
they  were  afterwards  assisted  by  the  Portuguese, 
the  Neapolitans  and  the  English,  who  hiocked  wet 
the  Giejt  Harbour  and  the  port  of  St.  Paul,  while 
the  Maltese  guarded   every   other    avenue  to   tliC 

Island. The  gates  of  Valetta  were  shut  on  the 

id  of  September  179?,  and  on  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber  tSoo,  the   city   surrendered. The    forei'"! 

troops,  (as  all  the  manifestoes  and  proclamation, 
of  the  dilTercnt  generals  clearly  prove)  were  solclv 
auxiliaries.     The  Maltese  were   tlie  principals  in 

the  war. During  the  blockade,  the  Maltese  iosf 

m'.)rc  thsn   jc,coo  souh.     The  British  army  had 
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J  « t  a  single  foldlrr  killed Reduced   to  the  ut- 

)  est  exticmitj'^,  from  a  scarcity  cf  provic-ioiis,  tht 
J  lench  garrison  ofTcred  10  capitulate,  arri  tci  leave 
I  <  str.ges  for  tlie  v.<5t  sums  nhich  thev  baJ  t.'iken 
i  cm  tlie  public  trcasiiry,  r.cim  theUiiivtrsitv,  fruri 
'■]  c  iVIonie  di  Piela,  liom  the  Churches,  and, 
l?S!l),  from  ii;divi(luals,  uuder  llie  uamt-  of  forced 
1<  yns I  he  British  Gencji,  as  well  as  the  Mal- 
tese, ■were  acquainttit  wiiii  ihe  situation  of  the 
French  gairison  ;  ihcy  k  ew  that  in  two  days  it 
innst  surrender  at  discretion.  And  in  the  ci;y 
there  were  actually  found  no  more  than  a  few 
salms  of  wheat,  ar.il  no  other  provisions  whntever. 
Notwith-'tanding  this.  Genera!  Pigot  (without 
t!ie  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Naltfse)  grant- 
ed the  garrison  a  capitulation,  by  which  theFicnch 
verc  permitted  fc/ cany  away  ?iU  their  efTecis.  In 
consequence  of  which,  be f 01  e  the  gates  were  open- 
ed, the  Frtprh  again  plundered  the  city  of  tlie  tew 
jewel,-,  ard  eflec'.!-  v;hich  still  remaired  co  the  aban- 
doned ifltiabitanip,  and  eairied  ihcm  in  triumph 
on  bcjffd  the  vessels  that  were  to  convey  toFra!'ce 

the  spoils   cf  a  victorious  people. The  British 

troops  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  persuaded 
the  Mahese  to  lay  down  their  arms  upon  ihe  glacis 

Lei'ore  they  entered  the  town. Cont:ding  in  tlie 

good  failh  of  the  Biitish  nation,  the  Maltese  con- 
signed the  goveinn.ent  ef  their  country,  into  the 
handset  the  Biiiish  Generals,  without  suspicion, 
without  stipulation,  and  faithiuUy  obeying  them, 
as  min  sters   of  the   Soveieign  whom  thf'r  hearts 

liad  elected. As   to   the  manner  in  wliich  thty 

Avere  t'eued,  they  wish  tr  rem.^.in  silent  ;  as  they 
are  iuilv  pe.  siiaaed  that  it  will  l>c  reprobated,  with 
jiorioraiid  rcgict,  by  theMinislers  of  the  King  of 
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land,  and  the  pay  of  the  Maltese  baMaiiojis,  wf  ic 
dcfravcd  by  the  JVIaitc^e  ;  and,  in  order  to  enable 
tliem  to  do  this,  they  mcitgagcJ  the  lanr's  oi  se- 
veral vi''ages. The  Maltese,  t-tiercfore,  t'.cm.uid, 

that  their  Island  may  be  resto<ed  to  iheni ;  er  that 
all  the  expenses  incurred  by  ilicm,  for  ih-.ir  share 
of  t  lie  war,  may  be  paid  them ,  and  that  they  may 
be  indemnified  for  the  losses  occasioned  hy  the 
war,  and  lor  the  plunder  which  the  French  were 
permitted  to  carry  awav.— — VVe  affirm,  that 
being  the  principals  m  the  war,  we  were  the  law- 
ful captors  ;  th.at  every  species  of  public  property 
js  i;ur?  ;  and  that  it,  by  a  superior  force  it  should 
he  wrested  from  our  liands,  the  mortgages  on  them 

ought,  at  least,  to  be  paid. The  Maltese  demiind 

t  .e  pos-esdon  cf  their  Isiarid  by  right  of  conquest 
from  the  French,  v/ho  conquered  it  trom  the  Order 
of  iiixnt  Joirn  of  Jerusalem As  to  ii;e  preten- 
sions of  this  Order  to  the  Island,  it  is  cnr  duty  to 
assert,  that  it  was  ceded  by  the  Hmperor  Charles 
the  Fifth,  in  quality  of  fitt,  and  as  a  deposit  for 
arms,  and  the  maintenance  of  trooiis,   in  order  to 

make  perpetual  war  against  the  infidels. As  to 

the  landed  property  which  tb.at  Order  ha,  acquired 
in  Malta,  it  is  contiary  to  the  stipulations,  and 
has-been  obtained  by  an  usu'pationof  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals ;  and  a  grc;t  part  of  the  for- 
tresses themselves  and  the  public  edifices  v.'ere 
huilt  by  taxes  imposed  upon  the  Maltese.  The 
UnivcrMty,  the  ?vIonte  di  Pi'.ti:,  and  other  institu- 
tions belong,  solely, to  il^e  iVlaltese,  are  the  proper- 
ty of  individuals,  and  ne\er  did  beloi^g  ic»  the  Or- 
der.  Whatever  pretensions  the  Knights  of  the 

Older  of  tamt  John  might  have  to  the  island, 
they  have  forfeited  them  by  an  act  much  more 
conciusive  than  th.at  ot  conquest,  by  themo-t  iin- 
v.-'..rthy  treason  u>  their  own  body,  violating  the 
sacred  law;;  of  rdigion,  honour,  and  the  statutes  of 
liic  Order,  wliicii  they  solemnly  sv.ore  at  the  altar 


to  maintain  with  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  :  by 
this  act,  according  to  their  own  laws,  t!iey  cease 
to  be  members  of  th-c  Ord-er,  are  degraded  witl)  in- 
famy, and  the  sound  part  of  them,  if  such  there 
were  amongst  them,  were  cbligaitd  to  pat  them  to 
dezth.  And  if  at  that  time,  ^^  hen  ihe  Knights  of 
the  Order  \vc;e  entire,  assembled  in  the  scat  of 
their  establishment,  which  had  hien  wiaiess  of  so 
many  glorious  actions,  with  every  means  of  de- 
fence, and  vfithout  any  wants;  ir  at  that  time, 
when  their  lionour  had  still  a  n.Tme,  they  v.-ere 
traitors,  and  partizans  of  tlie  French,  how  much 
more  must  they  be  so  now,  covered  as  they  are 
with  s!  amc  and  infamy,  and  leduced  to  indigence, 

and    the   mt>st   disgraceful  mendicity  ' But  the 

Maitefe  have  other  prctenLic:ns  to  the  sovereignty 
of  their  own  Island.  Without  recjiing  to  tiie 
maxim  of  some  writers,  that  "  when  the  throne 
"  becomes  vacant,  the  tight  of  nominating  the 
"  Sovereign  devolves  to  the  people,"  the  ^ialIese 
found  their  right  to  independence  in  having  twice 
purchased  Malta,  and  paiii  the  stipulated  price  to 
the  Kings  of  ,Spa!n  and  Sicily.  King  Alphonsus 
(to  wh(  se  alto  dcminio,  or  ';n7A'!ai!ity,  our  ancestors 
volunurily  sol  TTi  led  atter  having  purchased  the 
Idand)  in  his  dip!c>ma  ot  the  2;th  ot  November 
1597,  declared,  that  Malta  lorrr.ed  a  portion  of  his 
dominion  ;  and  in  case  any  of  his  successors  alie- 
nated it  from  the  crown,  under  whatever  title, 
whether  as  a  government,  or  perpetual  e-r  teiri^o- 
rary  rectory,  to  any  person  wlrattver,  even  though 
he  should  be  of  the  most  exalted  blrod  of  the 
reigning  Soveieign.  Malta  was  to  b-"  p.escfved 
"  cunjunctam  semper  tanqUd'a  me.i)brii.i. :  Re- 
'•  gie  Corrine-,  ;s:c.  ;"  permuting  the  Muiti.-,e,  in 
ca^e  of  a  ccntriir''  condu'  ',  to  resist  "  mami  loiii 
"  pro  cni"-  in  nu'.!i.*;i  crimen,  delictum,  vej  in 
''  incrbcdientiam  luc  j-'reir-  reputentur,  ct  aiiqua- 
*  tenus  con<^e.)ntn  "  Tl'is  was  confirmci.  by 
Ivi'.g  Ferdioando  im.  the  4fh  of  jarnarv  148%;  the 
Maitest  consider  it  I'.s  x iicl,  iMug.'in (J!a> i^T,  and  con- 
fident th'.y  aie,  that  a  chatter  so  dear  10  tlu.  l''ng- 
lish,    v.ill    never   be   ravished  fr.  m.  them,   by  that 

nation. Vi'itli  tiiese  privileges,  I'.lalta  icmained 

annexed  to  the  crown  of  Sicily  ;  and  her  inhabi- 
tants were  treaud  by  the  Kir.g  ot  Spain  as  a  free 
people,  until  the  rci  n  of  t  harlcs  the  Fifth,  v/ho 
ceded  the  government  to  the  O.der  ol  '^aint  fohn 
of  Jerusalem,  after  tlie  expulsion  of  that  Order 
from  Rhndies.  After  a  long  negotiation,  the  Mal- 
tese submitted,  but  under  the  exprc.^s  condition, 
that  they  should  enjoy  their  privileges  for  ever, 
and  be  considered  -^s  vasrals,  and  annexed  to  the 
crown  of  Sicily  ;  and  th^t  if  t/ic-  Ouier  of  Saint  John 
theuld  remoiH  to  another  residence  or  aloclishment,  Mal- 
ta should  re,' urn,  w.  be/ore,  under  the  King  of  Sicily.  The 
subn.usion  ot  the  Maliese  to  the  King  ot  Sicily, 
or  to  the  King  of  Spain,  was  not  in  consequence  of 
any  right  in  those  sovereigns  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Island,  but  their  <7.'/o  (/^win/o  or  suzerainty, 
and  their  protection  was  a  favour  .solicited  from 
them  by  the  Maltese,  for  the  sake  of  being  pro- 
tected by  a  powertii!  stale  against  tlieir  enemies. 
I'hey  were  f^ee  allies,  elected  their.  Sovereigns,  the 
Kings  of  Slaly,  a.nA  governed  their  Island  themselves. 
Numerous  documents  are  still  in  existence,  to  es- 
tablish the  truth  of  every  assertion  we  have  ad- 
vanced, '<nd  still  more. Convinced  of  their  own 

political  weakness,  and  placing  a  full  reliance  in 
the  sincerity  of  tlic  Bi  itish  government,  and  in  tlie 
faith  of  the  British  nation,  the  Maltese  were  more 
desirous  of  becoming  subjects  of  the  King  of  hng- 
land,  and  of  enjoying  ail  the  advantages  of  free 
subiects  of  a  Monaich  who  is  the  fatlicr  of  all  his 
people,  than  to  assert  and  maintain  their  own  en- 
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tire  independence;  but  never  d.'d  they  suspect,  nor 
can  they  now  lor  a  niouicnt  btlievc,  that,  violating 
all  the  laws  of  justice,  divine  and  human,  ihcyaie 
to  be  forcibly  delivered  up  uy  their  auxiliaiy  al- 
lies, as  a  conque.cil  people,  or  as  vile  slavLi  sold 
for  a  political  consideration  to  other  niasteip,  to 
masters  whose  tyranny,  extortion,  and  sacrilege, 
have  rendeied  thcni  ihc  txecra^itm  of  every  vii- 
tuoiib  mind,  and  vo  v  horn,  whatever  horrible  cala- 
mity may  ensue,  the  Maltese  nation  never  will 
submit.  Extluucii  Irum  the  ioi  titTcationf,  ala.o;  t 
cntiiely  witiiuut  aims;  witlioul  annmmition,  v.lth.- 
out  provisions,  and  absolutely  wiihout  any  lorcij^n 
alliance  or  promise  of  a^sisiriiicc,  our  br<  vr  .s'rind- 
ers  rcboivcd  to  pcnsh  or  Ik'  fiee.  The  ^•• 'ole 
countiy  ro;.e  up,  anntd  (or  the  gieittr  pa;t,  witli 
iiistiumcnts  ol  husbandry,  ano  diove  theFi';n:h 
out  of  every  post,  except  tiie  preat  l0.il'•^  if, 
■which  thi.-y  biuckaiud,  rfpu;.icd  tvciy  sally 
of  the  eitmy,  and  n;ortgaged  their  vcri  lands, 
in  order  to  proci.re  gr.n.i  iron-  :>ii.iiy.  'he 
cntiance  ot  (he  CIreat  Harbour  tit)  ■-.i-i''.  not 
coii.inand  .  hui  whil-.  this  encrauee  wa;  bii,'ci:aded 
by  the  Bntiih   ikel,    the  I'.iaitese,   t  CiCiiucti  every 

t)chcr    pas,^,    till  at   last  Valiccla    sui  rendered. 

And  call  it  lie  expected,  that  .-u-  !"i  a  pecipl"-  v;ill 
dtlivt.  up  their  privileges  ana  inor  lii-f.ity  to 
suci.  masters  ?  Thcv  m„y  l.e  tiee,  tdcy  may  peii.^ij 
in  [he  attempt,  but  iiever  will  the  Maiies^  suOniit  ! 
At  \\h  .■■&  i.aiuis  will  Divine  Justice  aem.ind  their 
bloocii  U'poi;  \vh(  se  head  \vii!  the  vei  jjemct  of 
Heaven  fail;  that  veni^eancc  wiiicli  oui  laihers  in- 
voke, tcgeti.er  witli  our  iuuoccni.  chilaicn,  our  ve- 
ncii-.blt  clcigy,  our  v^ivcs,  and  our  violated  daugh- 
ters ; —  his  tiritannic  Majesty  has  never  dtci-iicd 
liirTjSt.  f  ill  any  puMic  act,  or  in  any  of  the  mauilcs«" 
toes  o!  his  };tnctal>',  um  oovertit;n.  Nevtr  has  he 
made  use  ol  ^'iiy  other  title  than  that  ot  ir</ttctor, 
hovvcverarde  tly  tlie  Maltese  were  desirouc  ot  bting 

Ur.i^td  with   his   sulijects  1 We  conceive  it  to- 

ir  v  iUpe.fluous  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  in- 
c;iji...ica  which  the  Maltese  have  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  Order  ol  St.  John,  how  they  were 
held  in  bast  fulijiction,  treated  a:)  beings  ot  an 
inferior  class,  every  l\obie  excluded  from  a:i  prc- 
tcosioiis  to  hoiiaur  and  distinction,  every  man  of 
merit  or  taitnt  deprived  of  every  honourable  situa- 
tion ;  how  our  fatrilies  were  dishonourtd  or  ruin- 
ed, -.v'licnevet  tlu  caprice  of  a  knight  i  xed  upon 
its  victim.  What  those  men  were,  and  what  must 
li:'.\.'t  been  the  situation  of  their  Governtntnt,  may 
bt  conceivfci  from  fliis  siugie  !act — t.\try  one  of 
llitm  hid  betrayed  his  own  order— r We  pass  in- 
dij^nacily  o\ti  this  po'nt,  to  prove,  chat  to  deli- 
ver up  ihe  Island  oi  Malta  to  the  Order  ot  Si. 
John  ol  Jerusalem,  would  be  the  sr.re  as  to  deli- 
ver it  over  to  th^-  French.  i^  the  kxiiyius  of  the 
Order,  in  possession  o:  an  indepcndant  soveieign- 
ty  and  revenue,  tiijoy  ing  eveiy  ea  e  and  pleasure 
tiiac  tlic  imagination  can  foim,  engaged  in 
obje:ts  of  luxury,  caressed  and  reverenced  as  so 
many  sovereign^  ;  ir,  in  this  condition,  the  French 
could  command  them  -o  yuit  their  terrestrial  pa- 
radise t^i  wander  iii  the  wide  world,  and  could  in- 
duce tlitm  to  become  partiz:uis  ot  their  cause, 
■what  must  not  the  power  ot  the  same  rrencii  over 
them  now  be,  depcn.icnt,  clegracied,  dssuLUOuicd, 
reduced  to  b  ggary,  in  whom  is  extinct  every 
spark  of  honour,  and  who  have  been  guilty  of  tiic 
blackest,  the  most  infri-Tious  of  crimes,  ih^t  ot 
treachery,  the  most  horiible  inhdelty,  apos- 
tacy  tc.\vaids  their  Goo,  and  violation  of  the  sa- 
cramciiial  ordinances.—  France  has  three  lan- 
gues  :  Spain  two.  The  Spaniards  are  dependant 
upon  the  f  rench,  aud  w«rc  so  at  tiie  moixicnc  the 


I:>Lintl  *fc,:s  betir-.ycd.  Two  langucs  only  remain, 
wim-li  can,  ii7  .  y  n-anner  be  ;■  '.d  to  be  indenen- 
dant,  the  K.U'.  ts  ot  Naples  ..id  Sicily.  All 
those  ot  the  Cu-r'  pine  Re^>ii'r.;:c  and  of  J.ic  coim- 
trici  cither  'or qiercd  or  snbj-c.  u>  a  vassaliagc, 
if  not  in  n-^me,  must,  ni  r.ct,  he  pcrtizat;;;  of  tiie 
frcncli.  Almost  every  po-.t  (^:  .-.oiuluence,  whs 
occupied  by  the  Fr.'-.cn.  In  ■'.).  rt,  th-.re  are  not 
( :>'■.  ■•I  iuL-'uding  tho^e  cf  the  Nf  ■.-.  Ai.jlo-K.u- irian 
larguc)  more  tlian  a  thirtieUi  part  ui  thv  Knights 

wli:i  are  not  at  the  bii./d  disposal  of  France. • 

Ihe  public  ticasuics  dis^dpated,  and  the  com- 
iTir.dw-its  (suppcsiiig  tlu-.i>  :o  he  all  resiorc.d)  be- 
longing to  France-,  the  Order  iTiu.;;,  of  i-.-cc-  ity, 
lock  up  to  France  tor  the  cx.-i£;i5rs  oi  iorming  and 
nn-iii'.,iin'n.i  an  array  tor  occupying  th.c  fottitica- 
tions,  and  fo;  ijurchasing  and  equipp".  ,  i  Hcet, 
or  at  l^AS^c  a  f.:v/  g^Hies,  in  order  to  protect:  .um- 
nierce,  to  cruize  against  the  infidels,  and  to  -..-lovi- 
sion  the  island.  Fiance  will,  ^vithout  dout,.-,  tur- 
nith  these  r)c^l^^.•.ary  fund^,  and  will  be  well  Jn- 
demni;-.ed,  by  :,e'-r.ruig  to  lictrself  an  imptcgnablc 
foitref.£  'lie  trooi-s  futi\;shcd  by  the  Order, 
will,   assuredly,   be    liioss    mest    attached   to  ihe 

French  Govcnurciit. j\lany  additional   p;-(-ofs 

will  be  produced  to  confirm  our  assertion,  that  to 
give  up  Malta  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  cf  Jerusa- 
lem is,  in  fact,   consigning  it  over  to  the  French. 

And   can   any  one   possildy  doubt,  that  tlie 

principal  object  of  ihe  French  G;;verni:ieat  in 
making  peace,  v./as  n<-t  to  obtain  possession  of 
Malta  i  S'lv^ce  on  the  possession  of  Malta  depend 
the  existence  of  India  to  GreviC  ."^Jritain,  htr  alli- 
ance VNfith  Russia,  the  security  of  ^licily,  the  eom* 
raercc  of  the  ;vifiitcrraiican,  of  tlie  Adriatic,  of 
the  Levam,  and  an  nncontroukd  sway  over  every 

circupijarent    country, The   French    once    in 

possession  of  IVlalta,  Sicily,  we  too  wcil  know, 
must  in.-tantly  lall  an  easy  prey  to  tJuin.  la 
defend  Sicily  in  all  her  vuincrabie  points,  ■.vculd 
require  a  large  and  a  bcltei  disciplined  army  than 
the  soverei-n  of  that  kingdom  can  ever  support. 
.^ — When  the  French  were  in  po>:scssiun  of 
Malta,  and  had  no  idea  tint  they  would  one  day 
be  diiven  out  of  ir,  they  openly  declared  in  print 
(in  cur  newspapers  and  in  pamphlets),  in  letters, 
and  in  public  harangue.,  the  extent  ot  iheii  view,;, 
and  tlieir  projects  oi  tuiure  conqu«  sr.  Ihcy  de- 
monstrated, "  tlidt  they  could  p.'uro  i^-m  the 
"  Black  Sea  and  the  Atiriatic  tiinbei,  m?.s-.s,  and 
"  all  sorts  of  naval  stc^rcs,  at  a  much  chenpet 
"  latc  than  from  the  Baltic  anci  o-Iier  par;.  ;:  i-^ie 
"  North.  'That  they  consideieO  the  fleets  ■.■■'■I 
"  ports  of  R-jssia,  and  the  conteirp'.ible  i-  .-■ 
"  vernment  of  Turkey,  as  dependent  i;pon  them  ; 
"  and  that,  at  any  time,  they  e  ukl  dictate  to 
"  them  co.'iditions  of  vassai^gf.  Fh^t  Rir'jsiii 
"  never  would  abar.don  her  project  ot  expei'mg 
"  the  Turks  Irom  Fuiope,  -juc!  ot  founding  a  new 
"  Greek  state.  That  Russia  has  alw;.vs  treated, 
"  as  friends,  those  nations  who,  in  this  point, 
'•  catered  into  her  projects  i  an.l  as  en-mies, 
"  tho'ie  \vho  veniareu  to  oppose  ihcin;  r...:king 
"  every  thing  subservient  to  tFis  one  consiuera- 
"  liun.  That,  in  consequence,  France  could  dic- 
"  tate  to  Russia,  and  detach  her  f;<;m  her  alliance 
"  with  Gieat  britain,  1  hat  the  tormidaiMe  Rus- 
'<  sian  navy  in  the  Black  Sea,  united  .o  that  of 
"  Greece,  though  it  would  be  too  Jceble  to  cope 
"  w:th  the  ricneh  fleet,  v  iitn  united  with  it,  as 
"  it  always  nui-t  be,  would  be  an  tivcrmaich  lor 
"  the  i.avy  oi  Great  Britain  ;  whith,  on  no  occa- 
"  sion,  would  be  in  a  C(;nt.iiion  to  det-ich  a 
''  squadron  of  sulBcient  magnitude  to  enter  th« 
"  rvicdiicrranean,  as  she  must  always  keep  up  » 
Z  3 
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*'  sufficient  force  to  guard  her  own  coasts."  All 
thii  liave  they  ptinied  both  in  and  out  of  Malta, 
never  imayining  thit  they  would  be  obliged  to 
abandon  the  island.  They  concluded  "  that  the 
"  Mediterranean  was  exclusively  tlicirs  ;  and 
''  that  from  Egvpt  they  would  be  able  to  send  .'.n 
"  army  to  conquer  India,  by  attacking  it  in  v.iri- 

"  ous  points."- Malta  again  placed  in  the  hands 

of  the  French,  no  power  on  earth  vvill  be  able  to 
e-xpel  them.  Theie  are  no  measures,  however 
Violent,  that  this  artful  nation,  deterred  by  no 
principle  of  justice  or  humanity,  will  not  take  to 
obtain  their  object;  such  as  driving  the  iiihabi- 
tants  out  of  the  fortresses,  disarming  and  putting' 
to  deatli  all  those  whona  they  suppose  enemies, 
i'.nd,  perhaps,  (as  they  have  already  once  pro- 
posed) to  send  the  v.liuie  population  of  IMalta  to 
France  or  to  the  Coast  of  Barbary,  and  to  le-peo- 
ple  the  island  with  French.  This  threat,  with 
which  the  inliabitants  were  well  acquainted,  was 
one  of  the  principal  reasons  which  first  induced 
them  to  take  up  arms,  and  many  reasons  have  we 
for  believing,  that  it  would  have  been  caiiied  into 
txecution,  il  tlieir  affairs  in  Egypt   had  turned  out 

prosperously. Vv'ith   respect   to  the  guarantee 

of  this  or  that  power,  but  too  well  is  our  isl.ind 
scquainted  witli  the  Fiench  and  the  Order,  not  to 
be  convinced  of  the  fallibility  of  such  a  pro[;!>si- 
tion.  Tiie  llrst  war,  whether  of  long  or  short 
duration,  puts  an  end  to  it  entirely.  If  even  a 
third  power  ^^£rc  to  occup)'  some  parts  of  the 
fortresse;:,  the  troops  would  be  corrupted  by 
Fiencli  money  and  French  principles,  and  im- 
mense are  the  sums  that  would  be  wisely  expend- 
ed for  tliai  purpose.  The  military  posts  aie  de- 
pcnd.^nt  one  upon  the  other.  We  are  able  to 
point  (Hit  the  utter  impossibility  of  occupying  a 
y^a  without  being  in  possession  of  the  whole. 
Vv  e  c-'!n  clearly  demonstrate  liow  they  can  and 
wii!  obtain  their  several  ends.  We  can  make  it 
evident,  that  there  is  no  secuiity  for  the  inhabi- 
tants, unless  British  troops  are  placed  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  fortresses,  and  unless  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  IJri- 
tish  Civil  Government.  We  wish  not  to  enter 
iato  tl:e  profound  views  of  Cabinets,  but  v/e  beg 
to  be  petmiitcd  solely  to  observe,  that  if  France 
a:id  RuSbia  had  no  other  intentions  th.an  the  re- 
ft tibiishnunt  of  tb.e  Order  in  its  pristine  splcn- 
d  ur  and  independence,  why  have  they  not  cho- 
sen a  place  v.-hcrc  they  could  be  more  indepen- 
dant  ?  Why  have  they  considered  the  possession 
of  Malta  as  necessary  to  the  re-estabi;shment  of 
liie  Order  .'  It  is  but  too  evident  to  every  one 
capable  of  reflection,  that  Malta  is  not  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  English,  !"or  tl'.c 
puiposeof  rcnuining  long  in  the  hands  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John, 

(Signed)      The  Deputies,  and  ail  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  City,   Tovfus, 
Village;,  Lc. 
Malta,  Oct.  22,  180 1. 

No.  III. 
Letter  from  tie  M.vtcse  Deputies  to  Lord  Ihhart,  on 
their  arrii'al  in  London. 
My  Eord,— We  have  the  honour  of  announcing 
tn  your  lordship,  ou>"  arrival  in  this  capital,  in 
quiliiy  f)f  Deputies  from  the  Maltc-e  nation,  ap- 
puinrtd  as  boon  a.>  tlie  intelligence  ol  th-r  Prelimi- 
nary Treaty  of  I'e'HCc  leached  that  is!^nd.  Happy 
siiail  wt  lie,  my  lord,  in  the  opportunity  of  laying 
beiore  vour  lcrd.>-hip  ih.e  truth  and  justice  ot  the 
demands  v.-  th  whiih  we  are  entrusted.  It  i,".  this 
hope,  aoil  the  conJ-dcnce  wc  ha¥<;  in   ike  equity 


of  the  British  Govtrnmeni:  whii  h  have  conducted 

us  hither,-; We   pray  your  lordship  (o  have  the 

goodness  to  iiiform  us,  in  the  course  of  three 
days  from  the  date  of  this  letter,  wnen  it  will  be 
convenient  to  yc^ur  lor.d.^hip  to  receive  the  homage 
of  the  lespectful  attachment  \^ith  which  we  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &cc.  S-'c, 

■    (Signeil)  The  Deputies,  &c. 

London,  Feb.  4,  180:, 

No.  iV. 

The  Deputies  appointed  by  the  Extrnordinarj  Congress 
he'd  tit  Malta  nnu  i^ozo,  consisting  0/  the  Chiefs  of 
Batallions  and  Rcpresentatl'ves  of  each  'J'oti-n  or  t-urgh, 
hai'e  the  Honour  of  laying  before  his  Excellency  Loi^D 
HoBART,  his  Britannic  Is.eijesty's  Minister  for  the 
JJ'ar  Department,  the  follo"Ji'ing  lV]i;iMdEli\L,  accord- 
ing to  the  Instructions  rectivtd  by  them  from  their 
Constituents  on  tlie  '^th  day  of  November,  180J. 

IVIv  Lord, — It  is  with  the  most  lively  alflicrion, 
and  the  utmost  astonishment,  that  tlie  people  of 
Malta  iiavc  learnt  the  severe  and  unmciiteu  fate 
to  which  they  are  destined,  by  the  return  of  the 
Older  of  St.  John  of  Jeiusalem  to  the  Islands  of 
Malta  and  Gozo.  The  defection  aud  treason  of 
^vhich  this  Order  vvas  guilty,  will  forns  an  epoch  ia 
the  ?,nna!s  of  the  world,  as  striking  is  that  by 
which  we  are  again  thrown  under  its  despotic 
dominion,  alter  it  h.<A  abandoned  us  to  an  army, 
unfaithful  to  all  its  promises  and  engagements. 
T"he  sentenee  which  impartial  posterity  will 
pronounce  upon  these  transactions,  will  not,  as- 
suredly, be  creditable  to  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
and  already  v.e  foresee  the  eornplaints  and  re- 
proaches with  which  we  siiould  be  loaded  by  our 
latest  posterity,  were  we  to  permit  an  unworthy 
timidity  to  impose  silence  upon  us,  before  the  just 
and  magnanimous  tribunal  to  which  v.'c  have,  hap- 
pily,  the   opportunity  01   appealing. We  shall 

pass  over,  my  Lord,  the  many  motives  which  we 
have  of  resentment  against  the  Older  of  Saint  Joha 
of  Jertirakm.  The  blsod  which  h.is  been  spilt, 
the  death  of  about  twenty  thousand  of  our  fellow 
citizens  aher  scenes  of  ilie  most  iieart-fciiding 
misery,  the  expen.-es  we  inci,rred  in  the  hi;t 
months  ot  the  revolution  to  mrfiiitain  our  batal- 
lions. and  the  loss  of  six  millions  ot  crowns,  sutFi- 
cientlv  prove  the  falsehood  ol  the  atiociou-  calum- 
nies ht-apcd  upon  us  by  the  a'.ithi.,r  of  the  Rrp>iy  to 
the  Manifesto  of  the  Prior  of  Russia.  The  imposture 
carries  its  own  contradiction  with  it.  No  one  is 
ignorant,  that  the  plan  of  the  invasit.n  of  Mnha 
was  projected  in  Paris,  and  conhdcd  to  tin  prin- 
cipal Knights  of  the  Oidtr,  resident  at  *v]<ilta. 
Letters  in  cyphers  were  incossantly  passing  and 
repassing,  without,  however,  alarming  the  suspi- 
cions of  the  deceased  Grand   Master  uc  Rohan,  or 

01   the  Grand  Master  Hompesch. Atter    these 

irrefragable  facts,  thus  hastily  ciicd,  consn'er,  my 
Lord,  whether  the  Maltese  people  could  behold 
without  astonishineiii  and  terror,  the  authors  of 
all  the  miseries  v.-liieh  have  befallen  thein,  again 
set  foot  in  their  couairj-,  and  agitin  domineer  over 
them.  Were  we,  my  Lord,  to  remam  silent,  the 
ashes,  stili  warm,  of  our  brave  relatives  who  fell  to 
liberate  and  to  conquer  their  ce.untiy,  wtiuld  call 
upon  us  more  ellcnually  to  deieud  our  rights,  and 
the  cause  of  truth  and  of  justice — Ves,  luy  Lord, 
we  dare  to  repeat  it  :  tlie  KnightJ.  of  the  Or.icr  of 
Saint  John  of  Jerusalem  can  never  be  re-eslablnh- 
ed  in  iVlalta,  witliout  an  inlringemCiit  of  tlic  legiti- 
mate right,>  of  the  august  descendants  ot  Chiirles 
the  cth,  the  rights  ot  the  Maltese,  and  witliout 
exposing   theia  tu   Itcsii  ccniiiets.     The  iMalicsc, 
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ever  distinguished  for  their  attaclimeiit  to  their 
antient  Sovereign,  have,  in  these  latter  times, 
priivcd  th,it  thry  oin;ht  equnlly  to  be  So,   for  their 

love  of   justice,   and   their  biavtry. They  can 

readily  huiy  ail  their  resentments ;  hut  they  cannot 
help  bemy  desiroii';,  thai  the  sacrifices:  they  have  made 
tnav  not  beforgotttn.  As  a  proof  of  chcft  sacrifices,  may 
we  be  perniiifed,  my  Lord,  to  instance  the  pcace- 
alile  resignation  of  the  ftfaltese  to  the  capitulation 
whicli  the  British  General  made  with  M.  Vauliois. 
Ihehloodwe  had  spilt,  our  exertions,  our  rights, 
and  all  out  intere-;ts  were  eitheryir^o/Zi-n  or  JespiseJ. 
We  belieM  wich  exemplary  modeirttion,  as  every 
one  is  forced  to  acknowledge,  the  Frrnch  lay  down 
their  arms  on  the  ilacis,  ovly  to  loa  I  themselves 
to'ith  the  remainder  of  our  spoils  ;  and  the  faitlaful  and 
virtuous  Maliec  were  reduced  ts^  the  necessity,  of 
cawing  the  treatnaent  of  their  rebellious  and  cri- 
minal brethren.  Would  we  could  conceal  from 
OMt  descendants  the  par^'cnl^rs  of  a  capitulation 
which,  at  the  same  time,  ivoun  I'ed  our  righti  and  rcii- 
df'cd  us  miser.ihlel  It  is  true,  that  the  presence  and 
\visd(>m  of  Captain  Rail,  to  whom  we  prefericd  our 
complaints,  contributed  greatly  to  alleviate  our 
SACtihces;  but  circumstances  not  having  seconded 
cither  our  expectations  or  necessities,  we  cannot, 
my  Lord,dis';emble  i\it  wfavowahle  iinpressioui  which 
the  preliniinaiies  of  peace  have  given  us  ',f  a  goiicin- 
ment,  to  which  we  have  ever  been  anxious  of  shew- 
ing our  attachment,  our  fidelity  and  our  preference. 

We  know,   mv  I^oid,    that   it  is   not  for  us  to 

influence  the  politics!  operations  of  nations.  Na- 
ture has  placed  Malta  to  be  considered  for  her  si- 
tuation and  strength,  and  not  to  dictate  arrange- 
ments to  other  countries.  But  stili,  my  Lord,  it 
nvaybe  prudent  not  to  pass  over  her  numerous  po- 
p'.ilaiion.  Russia  and  France,  as  well  as  the  other 
great  powers  of  Europe,  are  too  just  and  too  en- 
lightened to  censure  the  Maltese  for  the  steps  they 
have  taken,  and  for  their  opposition  to  the  rc-es- 
tabliihnunt  of  an  Order,  which  from  iis  despotism. 
Its  de.'ection,  its  treachery,  and  its  depravity  of 
manners,  caii  never  inspire  confidence  nor  recon- 
cile difFerences. Nevertheless,  my  Lord,  if  from 

unavoidahle  and  imperious  circumstances,  the 
Maltese  must  undergo  the  pain  and  mortification 
of  being  separated  from  the  Empire  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty;  if,  for  the  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
the  Islands  of  Malta  and  Gozo  must  tem-iia  in  a 
state  of  neutrali'.y,  v.-e  beseech  you,  my  L-ord,  in 
the  n;<me  of  our  constituents  and  of  all  th.<t  is 
most  dear  and  s:iC!ed  among  men  ;  in  the  name  of 
every  lav/,  hum:-<n  and  divine,  in  the  name  of  the 
lair  of jiatio'is  and  of  Justice,  to  supplicate  his  tlritan- 
aic  Majesty  to  deiiui  to  eniplov  liis  elTectual  and 
powerful  mediation,  with  ihe  other  powers,  in  or- 
der that  the  Islands  of  Malta  ar.f  Gozo  may  be 
left  in  their  iiiJepeihitjicc,  under  the  miuival  gnarar.tee 
of  Great  Iliitaiir  and  France,  and  that  they  may 
not,  after  their  inhabitants  have  shed  their  blood, 
and  expended  their  substance,  be   considered  as  a 

Conquered  country. You    well    know,    my  Lord, 

that  as  drpiuies  froin  the  Maltese  people,  v.e  can- 
not dispense  wi.h  laying  before  your  Excellency, 
the  wishes  and  inte'i/ions  of  our  nation.  In  citing 
a  portion  of  the  crimes  of  the  Order  of  Saint  John 
of  Jerusalem,  we  have  not  merely  been  desirous  of 
giving  vent  to  onr  feelings,  hue  of  justifying,  in 
tlic  face  of  the  whole  universe,  o.v'  eler,ia.'  oppusition 
ci'id  ligo'ous  rc.iitnice,  if  it  should  ever  dare  to  rc-ap- 
pcar  in  our  dweilin^^s— still   dyed  with    the   blood 

which  it  caused  to  flow. Condescend,  my  Lord, 

to  exert  your  influence  with  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
ifl  favour  o»   justice,   tiuth^  huniauiiy,   and  of  «i 


nation  worthy  of  a  better  fate.  Deign  to  accept 
the  homage  of  our  respectful  attachment. 

(Signed)  'J  he  Deputies.  ; 

TESTAFF.RnATA.  —  AubeRiccaud. — Abul.  Mali.\. 
— Casta;:Nj\. —  M.\i.i.i. — C.iCHjA. 
London,  No.  7,  Upper  Beik'.cy  Stud, 
Muich  I,  1802. 

No.  V, 
Ext'iict   of  a  Letter  vitien   by  the  Deputies  of  Malta 

a". d  Gozo  to   their  Canstitucnti,  dated  L-jnClon,    zd  of 

ISU>ch,  )So2. 

Most  Illustrious  Seigniors. — '.Ve arrived  here 
the  ISC  ult.  The  4th  we  wrote  the  inclosed  letter 
[No.  III.]  to  Lord  Hobart,  the  minister,  stating 
we  were  arrived  in  this  capital  in  the  character 
of  deputies  to  represent  the  demands  of  our  fello-.v 
citizens. — In  consequence  of  this  letter,  by  means 
of  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  the  minister  made  known  to 
the  depittation,  that  they  luould  do  luell  to  pncurt 
their  departure  from  Loildo'J,  as  soon  as  posdlde,  ad- 
ducing for  reasons,  that  their  temainhig  icou/d  give 
jealouy  to  France,  and  thereby,  impede  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  definitive  articles  of  peace,  and  that  he 
could  not,  for  reasons  of  state,  receive  and  hear 
them  in  hii  ''iijice,  but  that  he  would  permit  them  to 
come  in  piirate  to  his  house,  wheie  he  would  he-ir 
them.  We  were  received  by  the  tninistct  on  ihc 
8th  of  February,  and  he  heard,  with  patience,  all 
the  reasons  for  which  we  were  sent  to  London, 
particularly  to  protest  to  the  British  govermiient,  in 
ih-;  name  of  o:n  nation,  against  the  ceuion  cf'.ur  Island  ta 
the  Older  of  St.  Jjhn,  and  all  the  reasons  for  which 
we  do  not  recognize  the  right  of  the  Order  to  the 
dominion  of  our  island,  and  the  firm  and  eilectual 
resistance  wj)ich  we  were  resolved  to  make,  10  op- 
pose the  return  of  the  Order  into  our  mother  coun- 
try.  To  this   representation   the   Minister   an- 

^wered  that  the  English  government  v/ould  taki 
care  of  the  happiness  of  the  .Maltese,  and  that  the  re- 
sult would  prove  to  us,  that  the  return  of  the  Order 
in  Malta  would  be  of  advantage,  by  the  p'ccau- 
ticns  iL-h'ch  the  Enslish  got-eiiTnent  nuould  take  to  gua- 

lanteethe  people  of  Malta. Yestciday,  with  the 

approbation  of  Sir  Alexander  Rail,  we  presented 
the  inclosed  memorial  No.  2.  [No. IV.  in  this  seriesj 

and   wait   his   answer.— It   is  one  day  reported 

that  there  will  be  v/ar,  and  the  next  that  peace  will 
be  concluded,  &c.     We  arc,  &c. 

What  answer  the  deputies  received,  or 
whether  they  received  any  at  all,  Mr. 
MACKfcNziK  was  not  informed  ;  but  he  has 
heard,  that  the  high-minded  Lord  Hobart, 
for  the  cogent  reason  st;?ted  in  the  request 
conveyed  by  Captain  Ball  ;  that  is  to  say, 
for  fear  of  giving  umbrage  to  France,  and  there- 
by hazarding  the  conclusion  of  the  dcrini- 
live  treaty,  dec  ined  giving  them  any  atiswetr 
at  all,  and  left  tht;m  "  to  procure  iheirspeedy 
"  departure  from  London,"  in  anymnnner 
they  could,  or  else  to  join  the  beggars  in  the 
streets! 

By  comparing  the  definitive  treaty,  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  Malia,  with  the  remonstran- 
ces of  the  Maltese  deputies,  we  at  once  per- 
ceive, that  they  are  in  direct  contradiction 
to  each  other. — With  respect  to  the  inte- 
rests of  this  country,  they  have  been,-  in  the 
opinion  of  the  deputie';,  complett^iy  aban- 
doned by  the  trea'v.     I'o  give  the  Knights 
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the  command  of  the  Island,  was,  as  they 
truly  said  to  give  it  to  the  French.  The 
perfect  inutiiiiy  of  all  guarantees  of  other 
powers  is  lurcibly  and  truly  stated,  in  the 
remonsrrance,  and  we  well  know,  that  no 
other  «;'•  Mity  has  been  provided  by  the 
treaty,  rxiept  that  of  a  Maltese  Langue, 
ivbic'b  .'.his  not  been,  and  ivhich  cannot  he  form- 
ed. The  ministers,  iherefore,  in  aticcting 
to  give  up  the  Island  to  the  Knights,  hicHV 
that  they  were,  in  fact,  giving  it  up  to  the 
French,  v,  deed  which  they  have  still  more 
deliberately  and  \\  ickfdly  consummated, 
sine;  !he  conclusion  of  lae  treaty,  hy  agreeing 
to  rbt  :  '■  'i  appointing  a  Grand  Master,  'with- 
out the  up[-robation  or  consent  of  the  people  cf 
MAia. 

But,  slnmeful  as  the  conduct  of  ministers 
has  been,  in  abandoning  the  interests  of  their 
0%y!i  c().:ntry,  as  connected  with  Malta,  their 
caidact  towards  the  gallant  people  of  that 
Island  is  ten  thousand  times  more  shameful. 
It  i".  as  clear  as  day-light,  that  we  possessed 
no  right  whatever  lo  impose  a  government 
upon  Malta.  We  did  not  conquer  the 
Island ;  we  entered  it,  not  as  conquerors, 
but  as  protectors  of  the  Maltese,  who  them- 
selves conquered  it  from  the  French,  into 
whose  hands  it  had  been  betrayed  by  the 
Order  ot  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  The  Mal- 
tese offered  to  become  subjects  of  his  Ma- 
iesty,  an  offer  which  his  Majesty  was  cer 
tainly  at  liberty  to  refuse,  but,  if  he  did  so 
refuse,  he  had  nothing  further  to  do  but  to 
leive  the  people  to  themselves :  his  minis- 
ters had  no  right  to  impose  on  them  any 
other  Sovereign,  much  less  to  place  them 
under  a  government,  which  they  abhorred,  a 
government  by  which  they  had  been,  not 
abandonedj  but  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  a 
power,  who  had,  plundered  them  of  their 
property,    defiled  tiieir   altars,   and  violated 

their  wives  and  their  daughters. It  will 

now  be  remembered,  and  wilii  emotions  of 
inexpressible  indignation,  that  the  ministers, 
in  defending  the  definitive  treaty,  repre- 
sented the  arrangement  respecting  Malta,  as 
?i favour  done  lo  the  inhabitants;  as  some- 
thing of  which  those  people  were  glad,  and 
for  which  they  were  grateful  to  this  coun- 
try !  !  1  Lord  Hdba'it,  in  his  reply  to  Lord 
Spencer,  on  the  7th  of  May,  said,  "  It  was 
"  politic  to  pay  niarkidaltent'ion  to  the  native 
"  inhabitants  of  Malta  by  creating  a  Mal- 
"  tese  l.angue  ;  and  that,  as  lue  ^von  the 
*'  Island  by  force  of  arms,  we  had  an  indis- 
"  putable  right  to  arrange  its  govern- 
**  ment."  (2)  The  Maltese  deputies  posi- 
tively deny  the  latter  position,  and,  as  to  the 
"  marked  attention,"  which  it  was  "  politic" 

(i)  See  Debates,  R-cjiiter,  Vo].  U.  p.  i;4i. 


to  pay  to  them,  the  reader  "h.i<»  seen,  in  the 
preceding  documents,  how  far  his  Lordship's 
conduct  agreed  with  this  opinion.  The 
"  marked  attention,"  which  he  paid  to  the 
native  inhabitants,  was  to  desire  them  in- 
stantly to  quit  London,  lest  their  remaining 
here  should  give  umbrage  to  the  rapacious, 
criiel,  and  brutal  wretches,  by  whom  they 
had  been  oppressed,  and  from  whom  they 
themselves  had  delivered  their  country. 
This  was  the  "  marked  attention"  paid  them 
by  tliat  "  safe  politician,"  who  would  not 
even  permit  them  to  enter  his  office!  !  !— 
The  minister,  the  pi-'re,  the  upright,  the 
candid,  the  ^M'e.,  Richmond  Park  minister, 
was,  on  this  subject,  still  more  explicit  than 
his  worthy  colleague.  In  answer  to  Mr. 
Windham,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1802,  he  made 
use  of  the  following  declaration,  which,  when 
he  takes  the  title  of  Lord  Amiens,  we  would 
humbly  propose  as  the  future  motto  of  fhe  Fa- 
mily.— '•'  Without  entering  into  the  particu- 
"  lars  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman's 
"  statement,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  know, 
"  that  THE  MALTESE  THEMSELVES 
"  do  ?iot  partake  in  his  seyitiments :  theirs  are 
"  /^o5^o/ SATISFACTION,  and  of  GV.K- 
"  TlTUDE^o  Great  Britainforthe  terms pro- 
"  cured  t.bem."\  !  !  !  !  !  (3)  This  is  the  pure 
and  candid  minister  1  This  is  the  minister  of 
good  intentions!  Little  did  he  imagine,  that 
the  documents,  which  we  have  now  pub- 
lished, would  ever  see  the  light.  Little  did 
he  imagine,  that  the  mask  would  so  soon 
have  been  pulled  off  from  his  dark  and  sel- 
fish intrigues.  Let  it  be  observed,  that  he 
made  this  declaration  after  he  was  fully  in- 
formed of  the  sentiments  of  the  Maltese, 
after  he  must  necessarily  have  read  their  re- 
monstrance, and  have  been  well  acquainted 
not  only  of  their  abhorrence  of  being  again 
placed  under  the  knights,  but  of  their 
resohition  to  resist  the  authority  of  trea- 
cherous and  dastardly  masters j  and,  with 
the  knowledge  of  all  this  it  was,  that 
he  declared  the  Maltese  to  be  not  only  satis- 
fed  whb,  but  grateful  for,  the  terms  of  a 
treaty  which  irrevocably  doomed  them  to 
subuiit  to  those  masters,  or  to  exchange 
their  sway  for  the  still  more  hated  and 
dreadful  tyranny  of  the  French,  by  whom 
they  hadso lately  been  piuudercdand  torment- 
ed !  And  this  is  your  candid  minister  !  this 
is  your  minister  of  good  intentions  !■ — As  to 
\\\^  present  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Mal- 
ta, they  may  easily  be  guessed  at  from  the 
circumstances  which  have  taken  place,  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
The  agreement  respecting  a  Maltese  langue 
was  despised  by  tliem.     It  was  a  deception 

(3)  Si.c  Debates,  Vol.  II.  p.  iii3. 
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too  shameful  for  them  to  give  the  least 
sanction  to.  No  such  langne  has  been 
formed,  and  the  British  ministers  have,  ac- 
cordingly, left  the  choice  of  a  Grand  Mas- 
ter to  the  Pope,  who,  being  himself  a  crea- 
ture of  Buonaparte,  has  appointed  to  that 
post  another  creature  of  Buonaparte.  The 
publication  of  these  papers  is,  of  itself,  a 
sufficient  proof  ot  the  resentment  of  the 
Maltese,  who  have  produced  and  promul- 
gated them  on  their  island  as  evidmce  of 
British  injustice  and  perfidy,  and  who  have 
resolved,  in  order  to  avenge  themselves  on 
us,  to  throw  themselves  and  their  island 
into  the  hands  even  of  the  French  !  They 
have,  we  are  well  informed,  an  agent  now 
at  Paris,  nrgotiating  with  the  court  of  St, 
Cloud.  Their  request  is  to  be  a  free  and 
independent  state,  under  the  protection  of 
France.  They  wish  France  to  support  them 
in  their  resistance  of  the  Knights,  in  their 
resistance  of  that  abominable  system,  which 
England  had  framed  for  "  their  bapjnness." 
They  offer  to  receive,  at  all  times,  an  un- 
limited number  of  French  ships,  of  all  sorts, 
into  their  ports,  upon  the  condition,  that 
only  a  limited  number  of  French  troops 
shall,  at  any  one  time,  be  permitted  to  land 

on    their   island. Whether    Buonaparte 

will  listen  to  these  propositions  is  more 
than  we  can  say  ;  but,  if  he  does  not,  it  is 
because  tiie  agreeing  to  them  might,  in 
some  degree,  retard  the  views  which  he  has 
cif  obtaining,  through  the  means  of  his  tool, 
the  Grand  JMaster  Thon)asi,  an  exclusive 
possession  of  the  island,  an  object  wliich, 
\vc  doubt  not,  he  will,  in  one  way  or  other, 
very  soon  accomplish. 
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TO   THE    ET.  HON.    LORD  AUCK.L  A  ND,  &C. 

My  lord,— The  newspaper  editors  hav- 
ing pub!ished  a  paragraph,  purporting  to  be 
£  speech  delivered  by  your  lordship,  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  on  the  2d  instant;  which 
pretended  speech  is  calculated  to  destroy  the 
public  credit  of  the  country,  I  h;jve,  after 
some  hesitation,  resolved  to  trouble  your 
lordship  with  a  few  words,  in  order  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  necessity  of  removing  the 
dangerous  impression,  which  your  silence 
might  produce.  These  editors  (for  they  all 
agree  in  their  report)  impute  to  you  tiie 
following  statement  :  "  that  the  net  reve- 
"  nue  of  the  country  would  be  found  to 
"  exceed  i 34,000,000.  sterling,  of  which, 
"  after  deducting  about  c£l7.f)00  000  for 
"  the  discharge  of  the  National  D(^ht,  there 
"  would  be  the  sum  of  i  16,400,000.  ap- 
"  plicnhle  to  public  pnrposfs."  Now,  my  lord, 
as  it  is  Well  known,  that  you  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  steady  supporter  of  all  the  mea- 


sures, not   only  of  this  ncLminisfration,  but 
of  every  admini-ilralion,  past,  present,  or  to 
come,  I  have  been  a  good  deal  alarmed,  lesC 
the  speech^   ihus  iirifuiteJ  to  your  lordship, 
should  be  looked  upon  as  an  indication  of  a 
design,  which   the    pieser,t  or  future  minis- 
ter has  conc'-ived  of  anTtibi/aiing  the  Sinking 
Fund,  together  with   ail   the  provisions  for 
the    reduction    of  the    Debt.     These    news 
editors  make  you  say,  in  addition  to  what  I 
have  above   quoted  :    *'  that  you   have  the 
"  m(;st  sanguine  hopes  on    tiiis   iinportant 
"  national  subject,  and   that   you   entertaia 
"  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  establish  your 
"  statement  by  documents." — If  your  lord- 
ship should  make  it  out  that  the  net  revenue 
amounts  to  o£'34,000,000.  and  that  the  dis- 
charge   of  the   annual  expenses  of  the  Na- 
tional   Debt   demands  no  more   than  about 
,^17,000,000.  it  certainly  will  not  be  very 
difficult  to  prove,  tliat  tliere  are  ,f  16,400,000 
remaining,    "    applicable   to  public  purposes." 
But,  my  lord,  unless,  in  those  public  purposes, 
your  lordship  means  to  include  the  expenses 
of  the   Sinking   Fund,    which   amount  an- 
nually to  about  ,£,5,800,000.  you  must,  if 
the     report    of    your     speech     be  correct, 
have  in  view  the  annihilation  of  that  fund. 
"  Applicable  to   public  purposes  !"  If  ihi,? 
has  any  meming   at  all,   it  refers  to  a  sum 
that  is  not  already  pledged  ;  it  refers  to  what, 
in  tlie  langu:";ge  of  traders,  is  called  loose  cash, 
that    the  minister  may  employ  in  vviir  or  in 
any  thing  el-je  that  the  times  may  call  for; 
but  yr>ur  lordship  must  knoAV,  that  the  an- 
nual ,£1,000,000.  the  annual    f'iOO.ULO.  the 
annual  of  2,500,000.  arising  from  the   i  per 
cent,  upon  capitals  created  since  1793,  to- 
gether with  the  annual  pioduce  of  fnlien-in 
annuities,  and  of  stock   bonght  up  by  the 
com.missioners  J  all  these,  amounting  annu- 
ally   to  about    ci 5,800,000    your    lordship 
well  knows,  are  pledged,   fast  pledgc-d,  for 
the  support  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  tijere- 
fore   cannot  be  "  applicable"   to  any  other 
purpose  whaiever.     Tiie  fact    is,  my   lord, 
that  the  persons  above-nieniioned  have  taken 
your  lordship's   W(;rds,  and    have   given    to 
them  the  appearance  of  a  nios!  je.suuical  ?r- 
tempt  to  deceive  ti-:e  val^jir,  li-e  mere  pnrter- 
drinking  politicians.     Yonr  lordship  knows, 
as  well  as  I  dc,   that,  for  this  very  year,  in 
whic:h  I  am  now  writing,  and  for  each  suc- 
ceeding year,   there  aiust  be  paid,  in  taxes, 
on  account   of    the    ?\,'tioi.ai   Debt,    mure 
than  cf  24,000,000.  whereas  your  speech  has 
been   so  distorted   ks    "o  teml  to  make  poor 
ignorant  people  believe,  that  the  annual  ex- 
penseof  iiie  debt  absorbs  only  /  17,600000. 
and  that  there  are  .1  16,400,000.   a  year  ve- 
maining  to   be  expended,    if  aced    be,    iu 
powder  and  ball- 

Z  4 
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Having  troubles    your  lordship  so  far,   T  [  to  the  people  at  large,  too,  fluttering  finan- 
ara   tempted    to  go  a  luile  farther,  in  order  {  cial   sfateuients  have  a  most  fatal  itudency. 


to  call  yoor  attention  to  an  account,  which 
has  ju;t  bttni  pub.ishcd,  of  (he  Ccnsclidated 
Fund,  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  5th  of 
last  month,  and  which,  as  far  sa  it  goes, 
exhibits  a  complete  refutation  of  the  esti- 
mates laid  before  the  House  of  Commons 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the 
30ih  of  December  Isst,  (l)  the  correctness  of 
which  estimates  it  was  your  lordship's  lau- 
dable intention  to  establish.  Mr.  Adding- 
ton,  in  order  to  keep  within  the  viaih,  staled 
the  surplus  cf  the  Consolidated  Fund,  loi 
the  present  year,  at  ci  0,500.  The  result  of 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  according  to 
the  official  account,  dattd  on  the  21st  ult, 
33  as  follows  : 

Income     c£C,7C)G,23S     8     1 
Charge         5,758,^05   1/     8 


■urplus         ], 037,333  10     5 


The  dividends  charged  on  the  income  of 
the  quarters  ending  in  July  and  Jannarv 
are  each  of  them  about  oi  2,000,000  greater 
in  amount  than  are  those  which  are  cluirged 
on  the  April  and  October  quarters j  so  that, 
unless  there  be  a  very  great  rise  in  the  in- 
come in  the  three  remaining  quarters  of  the 
year,  I  am  afraid  Ivlr.  Addington  must  seek 
for  his  surplus  in  the  bag  of  Doctor  Val, 
or  of  some  other  potent  conjuror. — I  have 
constantly  given  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
surplus  of  the  present  year  will  fall  more 
than  oi  2,000,000.  short  of  the  minister's  es- 
timalej(2)and  now,  I  believe,few  persons \vill 
be  found  to  controvert  that  opinion. — I  beg 
your  lordship  to  believe,  that  this  is  a  source 
from  which  I  derive  no  pleasure.  Could  I 
have  had  my  choice,  I  would  rather  have 
seen  my  calculations  prove  erroneous  ;  but, 
as  it  is  now  very  clear,  that  deception  was 
practised  upon  our  Sovereign,  upon  his  par- 
liament, and  his  people,  1  am  by  no  means 
sorry,  that  I  was  the  first  to  detect  and  ex- 
pose it.  Noihing,  my  lord,  is  more  inju- 
rious to  the  permanent  credit  of  a  counirv 
than  exaggerated  statements  on  the  part  of 
a  minister  of  finance  ;  and  the  man,  who 
can  make  such  statements,  for  the  sake  of 
any  poUtical  purpose  whatever,  merits  the 
>5everest  reprobation,  Mr,  Addington's  es- 
timate of  December  has  produced  a  lasting 
ticpreciation  in  public  credit  :  it  has  de- 
ceived hundreds  of  thousands,  and  has  ru- 
ined not  a  few,  wliose  noouths  are  filled 
with  bitter  reproaches  against  him,  nor  are 
they  more  bitter  than  just.     With  respect 


The  country  is  deceived  ;  raen's  minds  are 
not  prepared  for  the  contributions  whicli 
they  are  called  upon  to  make  j  the  minister 
always  comes  to  parliament,  and  the  tax- 
gather  to  the  doors  of  individuals,  with  a^ 
demand,  which  is  heavy  and  vexatious  only 
because  it  is  unexpictid.  And,  if  such  mis- 
representations ought  always  to  be  avoided, 
ihey  ought  at  this  time  more  especially, 
when  every  thing  indicates  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  great  and  permanent  pecuniary 
sacririces.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  hz, 

Wm.  CoBBiiTX, 

Diikc  Sir.  U'csL  4th  May,  1803, 


(i)  SeeRegister,  Vol.  II.  p.  780. 
(2;  Sec  Re^jistcr,  Vol.  11.  p.  550, 


R'.cl:m:md  Park,  yljiril  1C),  1803. 
Sir, — Your  insertion  of  the  following  ac- 
cnnr.t  of  my  situation  will  extremely  oblige 
a  moderate  man,  of  irioderate  talents,  as 
you  will  perceive;  and  if  you  can  give  him 
any  advice  that  may  extricate  him  from 
his  present  embarrassing  ideas,  it  will  be 
received  with  gratitude. —  You  must  be  in- 
formed, Sir,  that  lor  many  years  I  presided 
over  a  large  mansion,  where  nothing  was 
done  Vr-ithout  consulting  me,  and  I  was 
much  respected  by  all  my  neighbours;  but, 
as  there  were  inconvenlencies  attending 
the  place,  and  my  family  was  numerous,  I 
thought  it  prudent  to  economize  ;  and,  for 
that  pur]M)se,  removed  to  a  ledge  in  Rich- 
mond-Pruk,  \\hich  a  fViend  gave  me,  rent- 
hee.  Mv  business  frequently  led  me  to 
town ;  and,  as  the  roads  arc  sometimes 
dangerous,  I  was,  at  first,  for  the  sake  of 
security,  induced  to  vary  my  route  home- 
wards, that  I  might  not  be  waylaid  by 
some  daring  highwayman  :  but  I  here  pla- 
ced the  foundation  of  a  passion  that  ha- 
rasses my  mind  extremely  ;  yet  such  is  the 
force  of  habit,  that,  vexatious  as  it  is,  I 
cannot  prevail  on  myself  totally  to  discard 
it. — It  is  no  less,  Sir,  than  a  resolution  to 
go  in  and  out  of  town,  by  a  different  road, 
every  day,  in  which  I  have  met  with  so 
i  many  adventures,  aS  I  think  will  deter 
others  from  such  singular  sjieculations.  Ih 
charity  I  publish  them. — In  my  way  to 
town,  as  I  was  not  much  known  at  first,  I 
passed  quieilv  enough,  the  country  people 
are  sogood  natured  ;  but,  by  crossing  the 
fields,  my  name  soon  became  known,  and, 
by  way  of  distinction,  I  was  called  The  Doc- 
tor, which  title,  some  of  the  servants  had 
mentioned  to  have  belonged  to  my  papa  ; 
and  as  the  idea  of  rank  spreads  rapidly, 
wherever  I  went,  by  whatever  lanes  or 
crooked  paths  I  passed,  I  heard  the  term 
Doctory  continually  sov.nding  in  my  ears, 
as  if  the  claim  to  such  distinction  had  beea 
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wriUen  in  my  face,  wliich  indeed  is  not  by 
any  means  so  expressive.   It  is  only  simple, 
good-natured,  as  it  the  owner  Was  fond  of 
water-gruel.      At    last,    however,    in   the 
country,  I  was  considered  with  that  cour- 
tesy   granted   to   silly   people,    and    which 
entitles    them    to   be    privileged    in   their 
thoughts   and   actions. —  I  was   frequently 
forced    to   licar    discussions  of  the    merits 
and  demerits  of  the  Richmond  Doctor,  un- 
der a  pretence  of  being  deaf.     But  my  ad- 
ventures  in  my  way    to     town    were    not 
numerous;  I  was  always  in  a  hurry  to  do 
the  business  1  had   left  unfinished   the  day 
before,  and  from  this  reason   was   in  a  cer- 
tain degree  corn  [jelled  to  relinquish  this  part 
of  my  project. — My  first   plan  to  return  to 
Richmond  was   through    Windsor,  and  my 
servant,  apparently  a  little  surprized,  went 
on  through  Hounslow;  but  when  he  found  I 
took,  such  a  round  in  my  way  home,  not  ob- 
serving the  private  nod  I  made,  en  Jiassant^ 
to  my  friend  near  the  Castle,  he   grumbled 
very  much  about  my  vvhimsicals,  as  he  called 
them. — The  next  day  I  went  by  Wimble- 
don, to  see  if  any  thing  new  was  going  on 
there,  and  looked  over  Lord  Spencer's  pad- 
ings,  but  could  hear  of  nothing  but  sinking 
wells,  in  great  perseverance,  for  which  his 
lordship  is  famous,  and  of  indefatigable  ac- 
tivity, for  his  time  of  life,    in    an   elderly 
gentleman  of  that  neighbourhood. —  I  one 
day  sent  my  horses  to  the  end   of  Oxford- 
road,  intending  to  go  round  Hyde-park,  and 
I  walked  towards  Bond-street,  when  I  sud- 
denly recollected,  that  somebody  once  (old 
me  that  one  side  of  that  street  was  fashion- 
able, the  other  vulgar  ;  and  as  I  could  not 
remember   the  proper   side,  the  classic  of 
"  in  fnedio  tutisdmus  ihis"  became  my  guide, 
to  the  great  amusement  of  the  people,  but 
to  the   vexation  of  many  a  charioteer. — 
Once   I  thought   of  sending  my  horses  to 
Whitechapel,  and  going  home  by  the  City- 
road  :  in   m.y  way,    curiosity  led  me   into 
Lloyd's  Cotfee-house,    where,    I   believe, 
they   actually  took    me  for  a  madm.an,  for 
they  immediately  turned  me  out ;  and,    as 
misfortunes  seldom  come   single,  a  shower 
of  rain  sent  me  for  shelter  to  the  Stock  Ex- 
change,   when    a   set  of    jews   absolutely 
hustled  me,  and  I  was  glad  to  escape  with 
my  life. — On  one  fine  day,  I  thought  of  go- 
ing by  water  a  little  way  down  the  river,  di- 
recting my  horses  to  meet  me  at  the  Isle  of 
Dogs.     I  took  a  boat  at  Westminster,  and 
was  much  entertained  with  the  grandeur  of 
the  city  of  which  I  had  previously  no  ade- 
quate idea.     As   we  approached' London- 
bridge,  observing  the  immense  and  tremen- 
dous current  under  it,  I   was  terrified  bc- 
j^ond  imagmatipn,  and  begged  of  my  con- 
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ductors  to  pull  ashore;  but,  to  my  extreme 
astonishment,  they  declared  it  was  too  late 
to  return,  and  that  there  was  no  danger:  in 
fact,  these  sailors  swore  they  would  answer 
for  me,  if  I  would  only  trust  to  them,  and 
they  really  did  carry  me  safe  through  a  very 
awful  scene.  — I  may  again  trouble  you,  at 
a  future  day,  with  some  more  of  my  adven- 
tures, and  am,  Sir, 

Pro  JET  ET  CoNTRR  Projet. 


DOMESTIC. 

The  following  account  of  the  ti-an<;actions  of 
WednesilaT  last,  wecnpy  from  a  Tnarning  paper, 
without  adopting  any  oae  of  the  stmimeuts  which 
it  contains. 

"  One  of  the  ino3t  infamous    frauds  and  impo- 
fitions  ever  practised,  yesterday  threw  the   whole 
City    of  London   into  con'usion.     Some    persons, 
yet  unknown,  about  half  pust  8  o'clock,  or  about 
9,  sent  the  fol!o\ving  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  :  — » 
"  To  the  Rt.  U'^n.ihs  Lord  i\:.(v'>(  :— Downing  Street, 
8.  a.ro.— Lord  Hawkesbury   prerents  compliments 
to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and    lias   the   honour  to  ?.c- 
cjuaint  his  lordship  that  the   neg^ciatioa    betweca 
this  Country  and   the   Fiencl.  Republic  has   beca 
amicably  adjusted."— The    Lord   Mayor,  without 
the  least  suspicion  of  fraud,  sent  a  copy  to  Lloyd's, 
stuck  up   the  substance  of  the  note   on  the   Tvlan- 
sion-House   and  went  himself  to   the  Stock   Ex- 
change,    The  market  began  at  69,  and   the  price 
varied  to  70^.     No  suspicion  appears  to  have  been 
entertained  for  vhiec  hours.     At  length  the  fol- 
lowing  letter    from  Lord  Hawkesbury   arrived   at 
the  r.ianMon   Hou'^e. — "  Downing  Street,  May  5. 
My  Lord. —  As  1  have  just  been   informed  that  a 
letter  has  been   sent   to  your    lordship,  pretended 
to  be  signed   by   me,  respecting   the   state   of  the 
negotiations,    between   this  Country  and    France, 
1  lose  no  tinie  in  informing  your  lordship,  that  no 
such  letter  has  been   sent   by  rrie,  and   I  request, 
therefore,  that   you  would   take  immediate  steps 
for    undeceiving   the    public,    and   detecting  the 
daring  forgtry.        I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &:<•. 
To  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor.         Hawkesburt." 
Previous  to  this,   however,   Mr.  Goldsmid  having 
called  at  the  Mansion  House,  on  seeing  the  paper, 
pronounced   it   a  forgery.     The   Lord    Mayor   oa 
llnding  that  he  had  been  made   the   dupe    of   an 
imposture,  took  every  method  in  his  power  to  un- 
deceive the  Public. — Government  mean  -while  were 
active  in  coritradicting    this   atrorious  fraud,    and 
counteracting  its    effects.     The  following  Official 
Note  was  sent  round  to  all  the  evening   papers. — 
<'  To  the  Editor. — Treasury,  May  5,  iSo? — I  o'clock. 
Sir,    I   have  to    acquaint  you,  that   the   Message, 
which  was  supposed  to  have  been  sent  tlsi^  morn- 
ing froi-n  Lord   Hawkesbury  to  the  Lord   Mayor, 
stating  that  the   negociations  with  Francf  had  tf  r- 
miuated  amicably,   is  a   fabrication.    a:ul  torailv 
destitute  of  truth.     1  am,  Sir,  ?fc.  John  Sargent." 
Upon  the  discovery,  it  is    impossible   to   com-eive 
the  tumult  and  indignation  which  broke  out  at  the 
Stock  Exch.mge  :  all   was   consternii  ion    and  up- 
roar. A  great  deal  of  business  had  been  done.  Bu- 
siaess  vras  suspended,  and  a  deliberation  rather  (>f 
a  hasty  kind  was  held,  to  consider  whit  was  to  be 
done.    It  was  resolved  that  the  ba-gair.s  transacted 
in  the  course  of  the  day  should  be  nui!  and   void. 
In  this  the  House  have  done  right,  in    as   far  as 
tiicy  could  do   any  thing  at  all.     They  have   deci- 
ded that  time  bargains  should  not  be  binding  ;  but 
certainly  it  is  wholly  out  of  their  competence  c© 
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tkciiie  whether  a  ii5«.4  fiJe  sale  ami  an  aciird  tiaus- 
tVr  sliall   be   licki  v;<lid.     This  will,  in   tU    pruba- 
l>iliiv,  come  to  he  tiied   hy   another   Trilnip.al,  for 
we  undeistdnd  ihat  several  buyer?  had  directed  that 
the  checks  they  h:td  given  for  the  pavment  i>f  st'>ck 
sold  should  not  be  paid.     If  this  is  iiot  acquicr-ccd 
in   by   the   seller,  a  law  siiit  mu^t  be  the   conse- 
quence. VVe    understand,    liowevcr,   that     stveral 
persons  are  willing  to  arquiesce  in  the  decision   of 
the  House,  tlioukh  not    binding   in  law. — An   ex- 
traordinary Committee  has  been  appointed   to  in- 
vestigate the  Avhole  of  this  mysterious  aflTair.     The 
Committee  sat    last  night.     One  of  their    olijects 
is  to  examine  the  accounts  of  every  memi'er  of  the 
Stock    Exchange,    both    for   the    transacions   of 
Wednesday   and    yesterday,    to   endeavour  to  (ind 
€>ut   whether  thtre  he    any    traces  of  a    concerted 
design  having  been  acted   upon.     The   House   has 
oftcrcd    a   reward  of   5,000!.    for  a   discovery     of 
the   actors    in   this  villainous  fraud,   and  the  Lord 
r.L-.yor,  individauUy,  has  offered  a  reward  of  500I. 
The    iDconveniencc,    though   more    conspicuous, 
and  the  loss  to   individuals  in   the  event  of  sales 
being  adiiered  to  more  c(  nsiderabic,  in  the  .Stock 
Exchange,    was   not    cr;;ijned  to   it.      Merchants 
Immediately  set   abo..£    putting  their  atfairs  in   a 
train  adapted   to  peace,  and  oiJ^r  and  counter  onicr 
quickly  succeeded  a  short   period  of  unexampled 
bustle   and    agitation.      Besides,    expresses    were 
sent  off  ■with  important  orders,  which  it  was  ne- 
cessary instantly  to  recall. — Indeed  from  what  we 
observed,  and  have  been  told,   nothing  has  hap- 
pened for  many  years  which  has  excited  so   great 
a  sensation.     It   exceeded  qv go.  the   surpri.te  which 
the  signing  of  the  Preliminaries  produced. — The 
Lord  Mayor  was  not  at   home  when  the  card  was 
delivered.      We   are   told    that   the    person    who 
brought  it  was  booted  and   spurred,   and  seemed 
to  liave  come    from  a  journey  ;  that  he   wore   a 
great  coat  ;  that  he  had  a  grey-hound  on  his  but- 
ton, like  a  King's  messenger,  &c.     Some  now  say, 
that  he  fpoke  with  a  foreign  accent ;   thit  he  gave 
in   the  letter  hy  the  side  door,  not  at   the  front 
gate.  Sec.     I'hese  circumstances,  so  far  from  sliay- 
ing  fhould  have  excited  suspicion  :   for  it  was  not 
to    be    supposed    that   Lord    Hawkesbuty   -would 
send    the    messenger    who    arrived     Irom    Dover. 
Beside?,   there   was    time   sufficient   to   make   in- 
quiries.    The  circumftance  of  tlie  communication 
coming  from  the  Lord  Mayor  lulled  all   suspicion, 
because  it   was   naturally  supposed  that  the  Lord 
JWayor  had  reason  to   be   satisfied  from   the  man- 
ner  in    which    the   intelligence   was   broughi    to 
him,  &c.  that   the  communication  was  authentic. 
— The  impression  of  Lord  Hawkc^burv's   seal,  it 
appears,   is   genuine.     It    had   been    taken  whole 
from  a  letter,  and  dcxtrously  affixed   to  tiie  Lord 
Mayor's  Utter  by  some  fresh  wax  ! — The  transac- 
tions  of  yesterday   being    liekl    to    be    cancelled, 
there  has  been  no  price  of  stocks  issued.     It  was 
stated,  however,  that  the  prices  fell  to  something 
below  63,  and  again  rose  to   64,  in  private  bar- 
gains.''—  (Morning  Chronic!.' ) . 

The  joyful  intelligence  spread  th.rough  this  large 
City,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and  it  is  ini- 
possiljle  to  describe  the  demonstrations  of  ijthfuc- 
tion  and  joy  which  were  every  where  expressed. — 
Never  was  there  fuch  a  scene  of  consternition  and 
eonfusicn  as  that  which  took  placeimtnediately  after 
the  di.scovery  of  the  impvisition.  Between  one  and 
tv.'o  o'clock,  the  ciiutu-ion  ^r>d  uproar  about  the 
Stock  Exchange  were  unexampled.  Every  one 
belitv.d  ihc  labrication  to  have  origin  iti  d  wth 
some  pcrii'OS  about  the  :3tijclc  I'.x^liank,  .  1  heg:)- 
^uig   (ikryu^   il^icLsd   M  Cipci 'Court,  iuukiii]^  out 


for  the  scene  of  the  bulls  and  bears  saying,  "  ^ye, 
this  muH  I e  the  place  by  the  croivd  and  nrhc."  In  the 
mean  time  those  who  had  been  gambling,  were 
passing  to  and  fro,  some  swearing  the  bargain? 
should  stand  good,  others  swcaiing  they  should 
not.  Indications  of  scenes  a  la  Belcher  were  even 
given.  The  mutual  heat  .ind  fury  were  great,  still 
the  mo!)  rolled  on  to  .ste  the  Pace  and  Pcac.-m.ik.'rs, 
the  Temple  of  Pence  as  some  called  ii,  till  a"  last  the 
ncighbout hood  was  impassable."     ( Morning  Poit. J 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
King  of   Fkance. — The  Morning  Post 
of  Monday    last,  from   whence  it  has  been 
copied  into  the  other  papers,has  given  the  par- 
ticulars of  a  transaction,  as  extraordinary  in 
its  nature,  as  it  is  important  in  its  issue,  and 
in  the  consequences  which  must  necessarily 
result   from   it.     We  allude   to  the  proposi- 
tion  made,  at  the  desire  of  Buonaparte,  to 
Louis  XVin.  his  master.     Although   what 
has  appeared  in  these  papers  is  not  altogether 
correct,  it  is,  nevertheless,  founded  in  fact. 
We   have   for  some  time  been  in  possessio.i 
of  this   intelligence,  together  with  the  cir- 
cumstances altending  it,  and  should,  before 
now,  have    laid    them   before    our  readers, 
had  we  not  been  restrained  by  great  and  im- 
portant  considerations.      These   considera- 
tions, Vv'hich  still  exist,  prevent  us  from  en- 
tering, at  present,  into  so  detailed  an  ac- 
count as  we  could  otherwise  have  desired, 
of  what  has   passed  upon  this  subject ;  but 
we  can  assure  our  readers,  that  we  will  not 
fail  to  present  them,  as  soon  as  we  prudently 
can,  with   a  faithful  and  circumstantial  de- 
tail of  the  proposition  which  has  been  made 
to   Louis  XVII.'.  together  with   the   noble 
and  dignified  answers  of  this  magnanimous 
Prince.     We  shall  then  see,  that  the  con- 
duct of  this  unfortunate  INIonarch,  on  the 
26th  of  February  last,  renders  him  a  thou- 
sand times  greater  than  Louis  XIV.  after 
his   most   brilliant  victories  and  important 
conquests  :   we  shall    then  see  the  bitterest 
enemy  of  the  King  of  France  reduced    to 
the  necessity  of  acknowledging,    that    this 
circumstance,    if  he  had   no   other    claims, 
from  his  long  calamities  and  the  courage  he 
has   constantly  shewn   in   adversity,  would 
alone  entitle  him  to  immortality  ;  they  will 
then  confess,  that,  by  the  noble  manner  in 
which  this  prince  rejected  the  insidious  pro- 
positions  which   were  made    him,    he    has 
shewn   hitnself,    at  once,  the  father   of  his 
people,  the  real  friend  of  his  faithful  sub- 
jects, the  protector  of  all   sovereigns,    and 
that,  proud  of  his  misfortunes,  and  with  no 
support  but  the  justice  of  his  cause  and  the 
legitimacy   of  his    riglits,    he  has   rendered 
more  real    service    to    France,    to     Europe, 
and  to  the  whole  world,  in  one  day,  than 
all  the  armies  and  all  the  coalitions,  that  hiive 
not  lor   ihcir  real  and  avowed  object,  the 
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re-establishment  of  the  Bourbons  on  the 
throne  of  their  ancestors,  will  ever  be  able 
to  accomplish.  ^ 

As  in  all  great  events,  it  is  highly  essen- 
tial, in  order  to  form  a  correct  judgement, 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  most  minute  de- 
rails, and  as  facts,  in  passing  from  mouth 
to  mouth,  are  generally  distorted,  we  en- 
treat our  readers  to  be  upon  their  guard 
against  the  various  reports  to  which  this  cir- 
cumstance may  give  birth  :  in  the  mean 
time,  we  present  them  with  the  following 
outline. 

A  person  charged  with  powers  and  in- 
structions from  the  King  of  Prussia,  pre- 
sented himself,  on  the  26"th  of  February  last, 
to  Louis  XVin.  for  the  purpose  of  engaging 
him  to  abdicate  and  renounce  his  legitimate 
rights,  and  to  obtain  a  similar  renunciation 
from  the  princes  of  his  family.  No  nego- 
tiation whatever  took  place.  A  formal  and 
positive,  though  dignified,  refusal  imme- 
diately followed  the  proposition.  The  news- 
papers are  mistaken,  when  they  assert,  that 
the  propo.  ition  was  rejected  by  the  King  of 
France  with  contempt.  Contempt  is  a  sen- 
timent incapable  of  finding  a  place  in  the 
bosom  of  a  King,  and  more  especially  of 
such  a  King  as  Louis  XVIIL  A  "  brilliant 
"  establishment,''  a  "  certaiH  and  permanent 
"  existence,"  for  the  unfortunate  Monarch 
and  his  family;  such  were  the  written  ex- 
pressions presf-nted  to  him;  and,  although  the 
promise  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  wasnot  for- 
mally expressed,  we  can,  nevertheless,  assure 
our  readers,  that  such  was  the  intention 
of  Buonaparte,  and  his  mediator  the  King  of 
Prussia,  whoreiied  upon  the  acquiescence  of 
Ptussia  and  the  other  principal  powers  of  the 
Continent,  although,  it  appears,  that  those 
powers  had  never  been  consulted.  And  as 
indemnities  are  now  become  fashionable,  and,, 
under  this  pretext,  we  are  accustomed  to 
consider  a  seizure  of  the  possessions  of  our 
neighbours,  in  order  to  aggrandize  oursel- 
ves, justifiable,  it  was  proposed  to  give 
Hanover,  Hamburg,  Bremen  and  the  adjoin- 
ing countries  to  Pru-;sia  ;  a  portion  of  Tur- 
key to  the  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Germany ; 
and  Egypt,  of  course,  to  the  Corsicnn  Usur- 
per, as  the  reward  of  his  good  offices.  It  is 
evident  that  this  plan  was  entirely  directed 
again-t  this  country,  and  our  readers  will 
not  fail  to  perceive,  that  tiie  King  of  E'rance, 
by  his  noble  conduct  on  tins  occasion,  has 
proved,  that  if  England  h;is  no  greater  ene- 
my than  Buonaparte,  so  she  has  no  fiiend 
more  faithful  or  sincere,  than  Louis  XVIIL 

Many  persons  seem  to  consider  it  extraor- 
dinary, that  the  King  of  Prussia  should  have 
Jent  his  assistance  to  such  a  mediation.  We 
are,    certainly,    far  from  approving   such   a 
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line  of  conduct ;  btit  we  have  powerful  rea- 
sons for  believing,  that  on  this,  as  well  aa 
oo  many  other  occasions,  the  wishes  of  this 
monarch  are  at  variance  with  his  actions. 
The  Treaty  of  Basle,  which,  in  1/95,  his 
perfidious  ministers  obliged  hini  to  sign  with 
the  execrable  Convention  which  at  thjt  time 
governed  France,  placed  him  in  a  situation 
which  has  constantly  obliged  him,  cversircc 
that  moment,  to  yield  to  circumstances,  it 
is  not,  therefore,  the  Monarch,  whom  we 
ought  to  blame  or  accuse,  but  the  infamous 
advisers  with  whom  he  is  surrounded,  and 
who,  from  one  false  step  to  another,  are 
insensibly  conducting  him  to  his  ruin. 

It  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  that,  while 
all  the  Sovereigns  of  Euiope,  since  the  mur- 
der of  the  unfortunate  Lewis  the  XVI.  have 
treated  his  lawful  successor  as  if  he  had  no 
claims  whatever  to  the  throne  of  France, 
an  Usurper  and  a  rebel  subjf;ct  should  be  the 
first  to  acknowledge  the  legitimacy  of  those 
claims,  by  the  proposition  he  has  made  for 
an  abandonment  of  then). 

The  Navy. — A  motion  brought  for- 
ward, in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  tiic 
4th  instant,  by  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  has,  at 
last,  produced  some  little  information  from 
the  ministers,  on  this  most  important  sub- 
ject. They  declined  giving  any  thing  very 
unequivocal;  but  what  they  said  amounted 
to  a  tacit  acknov/ledgment  of  the  truth  of 
all  our  former  statements  relative  to  the  de- 
crepid  state  of  the  navy.  Mr.  Addington 
stated,  that  there  were  32  ships  of  the  line 
hi  commissio?i  in  our  European  ports;  but  h« 
did  not  venture  to  state  the  vmnihcr  J: t  for 
sea,  which  our  readers  may  be  assured  does 
not,  even  now  amount  to  ten  after  two 
months  of  preparation,  after  two  months  of 
imminent  danger  of  invasion  I  The  debate, 
to  v';-hich  we  allude,  brought  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  an  explanation  o{ 
his  memorable  prnause  of  fifty  additional 
snips  of  the  line,  in  the  space  of  a  month. 
That  promise  was  a;nde  on  the  2d  of  De- 
cember last,  and  in  the  following  words:  — 
"  What  apprehension  ran  be  felt  for  our 
"  safety,  v.'hen  it  is  known,  that,  by  \\\c  pru' 
"  dent  fiu^  v/ue  condncX  of  the  First  Lord 
"  of  the  Admiralty,  such  arrangements  are 
"  made,  that,  in  case  of  emergency,  fifty 
"  sail  of  the  line  can  be  prepared _/iV  ^ea 
"  within  one  month,  and  even  a  larg'-r 
"  number,  should  ihj  rxigfjncy  be  presMng? 
"  Ti'us  are  we  situated,  ready  for  any  event  y 
— The  explanallon  given  to  this  promise,  in 
Mr.  Addington's  speech,  in  a-iswer  to  Sir 
Henry  Mildmay,  on  the  4th  in'^tant,  was 
this  : — "  The  Honourable  Baionet,  has," 
said  he,  "  incidentally  thrown  out  an  tx- 
"  prcssion,   that  the  systera,  of  the  Bonrd  vt 
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"  Admiralty  is  such  as  to  starve  the  sup- 
•'  plies  for  (he  public  service,  and  has  al- 
*'  luded  to  an  expression  which  fell  froin  rae 
"  on  a  loimer  occasion  ;  that  in  case  of  an 
"  emergency  tifty  s;iii  of  the  line  would  be 
*'  ready  ior  sra  within  the  space  of  a  month, 
"  Now,  Sir,  I  will  rather  risk  the  imputa- 
"  lion  ot  having  uttered  unguarded  language 
"  than  have  any  improper  insinuation  tjirown 
"  out  against  tlie  present  Board  of  Admi- 
*'  ralty,  1  never  s^iid  that  within  a  month 
**  from  the  time  that  an  emergency  should 
"  occur,  fifty  sail  of  the  line  Mould' be  com- 
"  pktely  manned  and  readvfor  iervice.  But  I 
"  said,  and  I  state  it  ag.dn,  not  on  my  own 
"  authority,  but  on  tlie  authority  of  one 
*'  who  I  am  connJt-nt  is  incapahle  of  dc 
"  ceiving  me,  that  within  a  month  after  an 
"  emergency,  there  v/ould  br.  ready,  fully 
"  rigged  and///?^'  out,  iifiy  sail  of  tlie  line, 
"  I  did  not,  when  I  made  this  sfateir.ent, 
*'  allude  to  the  compLmrnt  of  men." — What 
a  shuffle!  No;  note\en  a"  shufde,  but  a 
most  ^  miserable  attempt  at  a  shufiie.  The 
promise  was,  fifty  sail  oi  the  line,  "  pre- 
'•'_  pared  (or  ready )/c7-  sea."  This  the  can- 
did gentleman  does  not  deny.:  but,  be  says, 
that  "  ready  for  sea"  means  only  "  fully  rig- 
"  ged  znd'jJtfed  o',tf  and  does  not  include 
the  circumstance  at  manning,  which  he  seems 
to  regard  as  not  properly  belonging  to  the 
readiness  of  a  siiip!  Bur,  when  we  say  a 
ship  of  war  is  ready jur  sea,  do  we  not  always 
mean,  that  she  is  in  a  state  tiiat  requires  no- 
thing but  orders  and  a  fair  wind  to  send  her 
eut^  to  sea  to  fight  against  the  enemy  ?  h  not 
this  the  grammatical  as  Wfll  as  the'  technical 
meaning,  is,  it  not  the  obvious,  is  it  not  the 
only  meaning,  of  the  words?  Since,  (hen, 
Mr.  Addingtcn  has  now  declared,  that  he 
was  not  deceived  with  respect  to  the  exer- 
tions of  which  the  Admiralty  was  capable  ; 
and,  as  he  has  aduiowltdged  th:it  those  ex- 
ertions were  not  adequate  to  the  preparing  of 
fifty  sail,  in  the  space  of  a  month,  complete- 
ly manned,  it  inevitably  follows,  either  that 
he  thought  the  ships  might  sail  out  and  fcdu 
ivhhont  ynen,  or,  that  he  told  the  parliament 
aiid  the  country  an  intentional  falsehood,  any 
thing  in  the  prosecution  of  "the  Plymouih 
Tinker  to  the  contrary  notwithstandino-. 
Ihis  tact,  however,  did  not  want  to  be  con- 
firmed by  his  speech  of  Thui\sda-/  night  :  it 
was  well  established  before,  and  would  long 
ago  have  been  resented,  in  a  manner  to 
drive  him  from  his  ill-gotten  power  in  any 
country  but  this,  and  in  this  country  too,  at 

any  former  period  of  its   history. But, 

after  all,  the  question  is,  how  does  the  navy 
stand  mrj}?  How  many  ships  of  the  line  are 
there  in  our  European  ports,  ready  for  sea, 
not  without  men,  but  with  men?    Not  te7i. 
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Positively  we  assert,  not  ten.  There  are  no 
men.  We  have  ships  enough:  but,  for  any 
purposes  of  national  defence,  they  are  as 
useless  as  the  huge  stones  upon  Salisbury 
Plain.  Nor  were  the  present  difficulties 
unforeseen.  In  descanting  on  the  disad- 
vantages which  the  peace  of  Amiens  would 
produce  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of  the 
war,  if  it  should  be  found  necessaiy,  we 
made,  so  long  ago  as  October  last,  the  fol- 
lowing observations:- '•'  Weli  do  we  re- 

"  member,  that  (Lord  Hawkesbury)  in 
"  stating  the  relative  strength  of  the  two 
"  countries,  made  a  proud  enumeration  of 
"  our  ships ;  but,  ships  without  men  are  only 
"  useless  masses  of  timber  and  iron,  and  the 
"  men  who  formed  the  soul  of  our  eight 
"  liundred  and  thirty-four  armed  ships  are 
"  nniu  nearly  all  scattered  far  beyond  the  reach 
"  ff  a  press-gang.  It  is  said,  that  from  ten 
"  to  twenty  thousand  of  these  men  have 
"  gone  to  France.  This  -is  improbable  ; 
"  but,  we  have  very  good  reason  to  believe, 
"  that  several  thousands  have  gone  thither  ; 
"  and  to  the  United  States  of  America  such 
"  is  their  desire  to  go,  that  ships  bound 
"  to  that  country  are  now,  especially  froni 
"■  Bristol  and  Liverpool,  frequently  navi- 
"  gated  free  of  the  expense  of  seamen's 
"  wages.  That  the  artificers,  of  which  the 
"  dock-yards  are  already  stripped,  will  fol- 
"  low  the  example  of  the  sailors,  there  can 
"  be  no  doubt,  nor  can  there  be  any,  that 
"  their  loss  will  be  most  severely  felt.  I'his 
"  loss,  both  of  sailors  and  of  artificers,  would 
"  have  taken  place,  to  a  certain  degree,  at 
"  the  peace,  whenever  and  however  it  might 
"  have  been  made;  but,  if  France  had 
"  been,  by  the  treaty,  reduced  within  pro- 
"  per  bounds,  or  if  we  had  retained  foreign 
"  possessions  to  balance,  in  some  sort, 
"  against  her  acquisitions  on  the  Continent  ; 
"  in  other  words,  if  we  had  preserved,  un- 
"  diminished,  our  navigation  and  our  honour, 
"  neither  poverty  nor  siiame  would  have 
"  driven  our  sailors  and  shipwrights  to 
"  France,  Holland,  and  America." — These 
observations  have  been  but  too  soon  and  too 
fatally  veriticd.  There  are  no  sailors  to  be 
found  for  the  iloyal  Navy;  neither  bounties 
nor  press-gangs  can  reach  them;  they  are 
gone  after  the  honour  of  ibe  fag,  which  was 
formerly  their  boast,  and  which  was  basely 
bartered  away  by  the  peace,  that  peace,  that 
ruinous  and  infamous  peace,  from  which 
have  flowed  all  the  evils  now  experienced 
by  this  dibhonoured  country.  Queen  Mary, 
when  at  the  point  of  death,  told  licr  attend- 
ants to  have  her  opened,  and  to  look  for 
Calais  at  the  bottom  of  her  heart.  So,  when 
England  expires,  at  the  bottom  of  her  heart 
will  be  found  the  poibonouSj  ihs  corroding, 
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the  accnrsfrd  treaty  of  Amiens. There  are 

persons,  who,  feeling  the  just  severity  of  our 
censures,  cut  down  by  our  exposure  of  their 
ciiminal  selfishness  and  deceptions,  attempt 
to  retaliale  by  attributing  to  us  a  desire  to 
witness  the  dishonour  of  our  country.  Did 
the  editor  of  this  work  discover  such  a  de- 
sire, when,  at  the  risk  of  his  property  and 
his  life,  he  stood  alone  in  resisting  the  efforts 
made  by  the  hirelings  of  ministry,  to  compel 
him  to  exhibit  signs  of  joy  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  ignominious  treaty,  which  is  the 
cause,  and  the  only  cause,  of  ail  otu"  present 
embarrassments,  and  of  all  the  calamities 
and  honors  that  attend  us?  Where  were, 
then,  those  diurnal  writers,  who  now  lend 
their  pens  to  prefer  this  atrociously  false  ac- 
cusation against  him  ?  Where  wrre  you 
then,  you  base  rampant  creatures  ?  H:'.iling 
the  harbinger  of  peace;  hanging  on  the 
skirts  of  the  insolent  Lauriston;  unanimous- 
ly joining  in  the  shouts  of  the  rabbJe  ;  echo- 
ing the  cry  of  *'  peace  and  plenty  !  —  Peace 
"  and  a  large  loaf!"  and  reviling  those  who 
had  the  sagacity  to  foresee,  and  the  honesty 
to  foretell,  the  very  troubles  which  have  now 
come  upoQ  the  country,  and  which  yoa 
yourselves  deplore,  only  because  you  pcisun- 
nally  feel  their  mischievous  ettc-cts.  And, 
where  will  you  be  found,  should  the  French 
make  a  successful  invasion  of  our  Island? 
Under  the  banners  of  your  Sovereign  ?  No; 
but  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy;  at  the  head- 
quarters of  their  commander,  making  him  a 
tender  of  your  treacherous  services.  Amongst 
millions  of  the  base,  you  would  be  the 
basest;  amongst  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
traitors,  you  would  take  special  care  tonierit 
the  infamous  pre-eminence. 

The  Message. — In  our  last  Summary, 
under  the  head  of  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we 
endeavoured,  (and  we  believe  with  some 
degree  of  success)  to  convince  our  readers, 
thac  the  Message,  which  the  ministers  ad- 
vised his  Majesty  to  make  to  Parliament, 
stated,  as  reasons  for  arming,  facts  which 
did  not  exist.  The  ^'  -prcpardtions  gp'vig  on 
"  in  the  ports  of  Frav.ce  and  Holland"  we  be- 
lieve to  be  a  uiere  pretext,  and  this  belief  is 
now  coritirmedj  as  far  as  any  thing  can  be 
said  to  derive  confirmation,  from  the  ac 
knowledgments  of  the  present  ministers; 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  having 
declared,  in  Parliament,  that  "  he  desired 
"  to  stale,  in  the  most  unqualitied  terms, 
"  that  ill  all  parts  of  the  world  we  had  a 
"  naval  force  much  more  than  adequate  to 
"  cope  v.ith  the  force  of  any  j)ow'er  in  Lu- 
"  r:'pe,  and  that  at  home  our  force  was 
"  arjtly  sutlicieni  to  meet  any  French 
*'  force,  which,  indeed,  consisted  of  nothhig 
*'  bctitir  thanjiibing  hoati,  and  existed  mlj  in 
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"  i?i  the  niiiids  of  n  fiv  gcnthmcn  en  the 
"  otbtT  iide  of  the'  llun.M;.'—\y\yA\  a  declara- 
tion to  m;'ke  in  the  fice  oi'  the  country, 
and  of  all  Europe,  at  a  uk  ruent  when  w« 
are  endeavouring  to  ht  out  a  fleet,  and 
Avhen  the  militia  is  enibodied,  under  the 
pretext  of  repelling  a  contevipluted  ini'afion 
on  the  part  of  France  1  An  attempt  was 
made  to  explain  away  the  u.eaning  of  thii 
memorable  acknowledgment,  to  turn  it  into 
a  mere  professional  boast  ;  but,  this  was  not 
thought  of,  till  the  inconvenience,  which 
would  result  from  the  confession,  was 
pointed  out.  Here,  tlicn,  the  assertions  ot 
the  French  Government,  with  rrspect  to 
tlie  principal  alleged  cause  of  the  arma- 
ment, are  lully  corroborated  by  the  nnnis- 
lers  them  elves;  and,  on  our  parts,  we  have 
more  than  ever  reason  to  suspect,  that  the 
apprehensions  which  those  ministers  enter- 
tained of  the  consequences  that  would  fol- 
low the  intelligence  of  tlirir  recapture  of 
the  Cape,  wa^  the  principal,  if  not  the  only 
real  cause,  of  the  Message  and  the  arma- 
ment, and  that  tJie  dispute,  about  which 
negotiations  are  now  going  on,  w^as  made 
by  the  ministers  themselves,  in  order  to  dis- 
guise the  true  object  of  their  hostile  mea- 
sures. This  is  our  firm  belief;  and,  as  we 
before  observed,  the  papers,  relative  to  ths 
negotiation,  will,  if  they  are  ever  made 
public,  establish  the  tiuih  of  all  our  con- 
jectures on  the  subject. — ror  this  reason, 
therefore,  if  for  no  other,  the  ministers  will 
patch  up  an  accornniodatiou,  if  possible. 
Ihc-y  dare  not  show  the  pnpers,  and,  if  they 
will  but  preserve  peace,  the  base  nation  will 
not  trouble  itself  about  the  means  they 
have  made  use  of  to  attain  the  blessed. 
object. 

Change  of  Ministky. — On  this  «'ab- 
ject  nothing  new  has  transpired  ;  but,  as 
being  closely  connected  tlie ti-wiih,  we  think 
it  right  to  notice  the  recent  defection  of  the 
two  newspapers,  the  True.  Briton  and  the 
Snn^  which,  liU  within  these  few  days,  were 
under  tlie  absolute  controul  of  the  Trea- 
sury. These  prints  were  originally  esta- 
blished by  the  Trcasuiy,  through  the  me- 
dium of  Mp.  Gi'.oRGE  llosE,  late  Secretary, 
wIk)  commilied  them  to  the  direction  of  a 
Scotchman,  named  John  Keriot.  The 
types,  &c.  &c.  were  paid  for  out  of  the 
public  money,  and  the  property  was  giveo 
to  Heriot,  who,  as  hug  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  Mr.  Pitt  (and  Mr.  Rose,  of 
course)  appiovcd  ot  the  ccjnduct  of  the  pre- 
sent ministry,  defended  and  eulogized  ihat 
ministry  on  every  occasion,  but  who  has 
now  lett  them,  from  the  same  motives  that 
sagacious  vermin  desert  a  house  which  has 
long   been  iiidv  liivuurile   haunl.~Iii  ros- 
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session  of  these  facts,  the  reader  will  enter 
on  the  following  interesting  contrast  with 
peculiar  advantage.     Whtn   he   has    read 
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one  paragraph,  we  request  him  to  read  the 
opposite  one,  paying  great  attention  to  the 

tiaics. 


LOKD    ST.   VINCENT    AND    THE   ADMIRALTY. 


On  Mr.  Addington's  clear  and  r.;itisfai:tory  state- 
ment of  the  naval  strciigch  ot  Gre.u  Brilain  we 
congratuljtc  the  country.  In  ose  of  any  sudden 
emergency,  what  can  we  have  to  appiehend?  If 
Jifty  addiiioiial  sail  of  the  line  could  be  cruippcd  in  a 
iKoiith,  how  much  laiger  a  piopoition  ot  Irigates, 
sloops,  culteri-,  gun-boats,  Sec.  might  not,  even,  in 
a  less  time,  be  prepared.     {^Dec.  2.  i8o;.) 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  nl.icrhy  \v\ih. 
■which  seamen  re-enter  the  sei  vice  h  al'su/uidyivUh- 
cat  exawfic.  This  is,  indeed,  a  genuine  proof  of 
British  spirit  !  especially  as  inimeiiiale  views  of 
gain,  in  case  of  a  renewal  of  the  war,  cannot  be 
their  inducement. — l^iith March,  1803.) 

The  reports  which  have  been  so  hidustriouiiy  cir- 
culated of  the  intended  resignation  of  Eail  St.  Vin- 
cent, ait  ivhoUy  -without  Jounddtion.  {l\iurch  8, 
1SC3.) 


They  [the  ministers]  need  not  deprecate  the 
contiaaance  of  an  opp(;sirion.  whi-'h  hns  so  re- 
cently sitgm«i(:zfd  L.'Sflf  by  its  raiur.nc^  to  a  uun-ji.'^e 
for  the  icfim  of  uiiie:,  which  was  so  louolj  called 
for,  and  the;.tvs  >v  of  which  has  been  so  long 
ackowltdged.     (i'^ii.  4,  1803.) 


We  are  the  sincere  friends  and  zealous  stipport- 
ers  of  the  govcninient,  though  we  disdain  to  be- 
comi'  like /'If  Tin-.a,  the  mean  panegvtists  of  ihe 
jftdmiraltv,  the  only  department  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, to  which  the  chaige  of  incaf>{!aiy  a.ad.  misco»- 
«i/(.-/ can  tiuiy  attach.     ^.-.^'^r/V  8,  I0O3.) 


Several  more  ships  of  the  line  have  within  these 
two  days  iieen  cunimissioied  ,  but  there  is  a  great 
complaint  of  ivatit  of  men.  llie  leijn  of  ferror  at  the 
Adniirtilty  must  ctase,  before  cither  oflici.rs  or  mea 
will  cunic  torvvard  with  aL\ciity.     (^.--Jprit  8,  18C3.) 


It  is  quite  certain  th?,t  Earl  St.  Vincent  will, 
very  shoitly,  resign  his  ofdce  as  First  Lord  ut  tiie 
Admiralty.  Tl^e  only  cause  of  delay  is  tl-e  diffi- 
culty of  fintling  some  one  to  accept  of  the  ofhte  111 
his  room.  V/e  would  earnestly  rfcommend  to 
■whoever  is  his  successor,  to  tu.-.d  back  }>mt  cf  the 
itep  ivhich  his  L'^rdsk-p  hns  taL;;  since  he  l:as  been  a£ 
the  head  of  that  departmer-t-     (--//-a// 19.) 

The  Commissif  ncrs  appointed  to  inqi.ire  into 
the  ,j/'/.'.(t-i  of  the  n;ivy,  .tre  cahtd  upcn  by  Psrlia- 
mtnt  f.'ir^  report  ol  iheir  proceedings,  but  ihe  ciirep 
naval  cfticcrs  havir.g  big  lost  the  aid  o  ilit  two 
legal  camir.isbioner;-,  the)  ai;  at  a  los'-  whether  to 
Iviinr  the  lint  a-l,reast, or  thruv  e .  t  a  signal  ot  dis- 
tress,    (.-j/w'/ay.) 


FINANCE. 


This  gre-it  financial  measure,  on  v.hich  v.-e  be- 
lieve, but  one  opinio;!  prfv.i'f,  h;u  tU.iLiis'j.d  /iis 
r(;;>v/<j//;«  in  th\t  diificuL  ruauch  of  pt'bl'c  busi- 
ness, {Jar:.  4,  iSo(.)--Vve  canrot  bu.  c:;i(!v:tt.L7te 
the  coaniiy  up:jn  the  fluurishir.i  and  r^-'fijeions 
state  of  its  r.^t.iirc-js,  which  h\  .  been' /-nil'.-,:' /-f, 
j;ond  a'l  duubt,  by  the  unanswen-ablc  djcununt^ 
brought  lo.v.ard  by  the  Chancdlor  of  the  lixche- 
quer.  {Die.  19,  i202.) 


It  is  understood  that  Lord  Grenvi'le  means  to 
attack  the  financial  statement  made  bv  the  minister 
in  L'cc<:,::bt/  l<is:.  In  tile  st.itemtnt  alluded  to  we 
fiCr  some  inuccuraciei  have  cn^t  />.      \^May  i,  1S03.) 


ABLE    A>:D    wise    ADMINISTRATION. 


Our  minister  is  highly  respected  r;V.!oad.  H;s 
talents,  B.r^  of  tke  voyfuu.  laie  derci  ipdon.  N.aie 
better  than  him  knovs  the  value  of  the  biasing',  of 
jeac  :  but  if  forced  iiuo  a  war,  ,;«  n  cnt  ri«i  at  all 
fTb.hl,  he  will  p<,sse,-P  the  fullest  confidence  of 
ihenaijin.  (AW,  w^.,^  20,  1S02).— To  these  who 
have  ha.?;arded  ihc  idle  and  unf.ujided  accusation  of 
•li-ant  'f  cnirgy  aud  ijlgci.f  against  our  minisiers, 
ve  answer  by  a  single  question— Wh.it  solitary 
instance  can  be  adduced,  since  his  iMajcsiy  crJlcd 
them  to  their  present  situations,  that  ecu,  furnish 
even  a  erlcu- for  it?  (Jan.  i,  1803).  — ^  V/e  know, 
that  we  have  a  government,  a^le,  observant,  -vigi- 
lant,  a':d  f,ni;  and  (wholly  indifferent  to  ihe 
charge  ot  adulation  and  subseriicry)  we  readily 
leave  to  the  public  to  determine,  whether  our 
tonf denes  does  or  does  not  sympathize  with 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  our  countrymen  at 
large.    (Feb.  a8,  x8o3).  '' 


Whatever  msy  be  the  issue  of  the  present   aCf 
gotiation    with   France    .\    strong    AnwiNjsxKA- 

■JI'.lN     will     be      NfCESSARV      FOit      OUll      SECUaiTy. 

In  whittver  way  the  present  negotiat  on  with 
I'rance  end'-.,  the  country  will  natuinlly  loi^k  to  a, 
st:o',g  ad'.ninistration,  because  experience  has 
tatigi  I  us  ih.it  v.'e  have  only  dillicuity  to  expect. 
It  is  hareily  necessary  for  us  to  say.  that  among. 
tlie  present  ministers  there  are  some  whom  we 
most  highly  respect — in  whose  talents  and  whose 
characters  we  have  great  confidence  :  but  these 
are  limes  in  which  c-voy  department  should  benlleti 
witii  the  ablest  men  in  the  country.  We  have 
already  expressed  our  disappointnicnt  and  regret, 
in  observing  the  conduct  of  the  Kaval  Depart- 
ment, and  when  we  look  round,  much  as  we  re- 
spect some  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  we  must 
own,  that  unless  some  changes  take  place,  otit 
l>eit  comolation  lui/l  rat  in  the  jaint  hope  of  lecure 
i'eace."—{jdpr,  29). 
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ADDINOTON     AND     PITT. 


That  consistent  Statesman,  Lord  iireiiviU?.  is 
pleased  t>  tt'l  us,  tti-it  V!'*.  Pitt  is  the  only  ucr- 
son,  at  the  p-'=!-ut  criii?,  capable  -•'  saving  ci^ 
coiiiiiry  !  !  ! —  '"hs;  me-.-ni':'  "■>f  •  i'iiv  j.  iiTn-o'.  miy 
be  very  wise  hm-I  liighl"  ?  nt.ii  :'.  'lie  tountvy, 
whose  aOairs  .  intnist'-'i  t,  '  maiU'remert, 
thout;h  un^rcimoan  ■-!  viii.  the  display  ^f  t  •nor- 
f/.'n,3-v  OKA  rot.  lOAL  tt  jnts.  Like  the  powers  ol 
iHcchHiiis.il,  the  p.rFairs  i>f  state  mr^y  ;^enerillv  be 
considered  as  .CjOin.;  on  the  m-i'it  orrccth  and  sati?- 
facti>rily,  when  chcrs  is  che  lens,  appea.iincf.  of 
cforf. 

'<  ■ S'illest  S'f^Mms 

"   0;t'     \^'ti  r^his'  rr.eaJ'tiu, .  ixi^.*  the  h\t'\. 

"   Th,      li.Lle    ■  Icrtit  is  Io/i'j^^'    'ti  the.  luirir.'" 

Of  thi<;    quotation    wc   v.-  'linjjly    Icavt    to  the 

jiidgtTif  I   Of   onr   leaders,  ard    to    the   course  of 

time,  the  justv'e  and  propri'iy  of  the  application, 

(^February  4,  1803). 


To  attempt  a  becntning  expression  of  the 
indignatior.  and  dis'^usc,  t-xcited  by  this 
loathiitiiie  p  <;t'ire  ot'  political  serviliiv  and 
p/rtidy,  would  be  vain,  and,  we  trust,  use- 
less;  for  who  is  'here  that  can  view  it, 
without  entertaining  those  feelings  in  an 
inr-xpressible  degrre  !  But,  we  do  hope,  for 
the  sike  of  .vIr.  Pitt's  repntiiion,  that  he 
will  use  some  means  or  other  to  prevent 
the  longer  contmuance  of  this  most  shame- 
ful traffic.  To  be  eulogized,  lo  be  called 
for,  in  publications  like  these,  implies  every 
thing  that  is  mean  and  suspicious.  That 
he  does  not  sanction,  that  he  dir,s  not  view 
with  pleasure,  the  parasitical  conduct  of  the 
persons  who  dictate  the  sci'fi.Tscijfs  of  these 
prints  is  certain;  but,  liis  character  re- 
quires, that  he  should  prcvmt  the  promui 
gation  of  such  sentiments  through  such 
channels.  The  tone,  now  taken  by  the 
True  Briton  and  the  Sim,  is  regarded,  by 
many,  as  a  prelude  to  the  return  to  office 
of  :iU  those  low  and  selfish  persons,  who 
formerly  hung  so  heavily  upon  Mi.  Pitt, 
and  who,  when  he  retired,  dropped  otf, 
gorged  with  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 
Aptly  enough  du  they  cdiiipare  themselves 
to  the  ivy  clinging  round  the  oak : 

**  See  tiiere  the  seitish  wo'l.l  pourcrayed 

"   In  thst  dark  look,  that  creeping  pace  ! 
♦'  No  flower  can  bear  the  ivy's  M'arle  ; 

"  No  tree  support  its  cold  embrace. 
*'  The  oak  that  rears  it  from  the  tjrnund, 

"   And  he^irs  its  tendrils  io  ;h(-  skies, 
"    Fcclr-  at  his  heart  the  rankling  wound, 

"   And  in  its  poisonous  arms  he  dies." 

Such  is  the  illustration  of  the  figure, 
which  these  parasites  have  chosen  :  the 
moral  we  leave  to  the  contemplation  of 
Mr.  Pzxt. 


As  fhe  ivy  thit  embrace';  the  oak,  is  sheltered 
by  'ts  proud  lieight  and  .,:;..ating  brandies  from 
the  ravages  of  the  stor  .1,  ^;)  wc  clinn  to  ne  ge- 
nius of  Mr.  ritt,  as  ..'e  surest  saviour  of  our 
country.  /'  h  hr  nlone  fh  it,  h  our  opinion,  cnK  njc- 
reiifulh;  cohc  loiik  the  duplifity,  the  cunning,  and  the 
rooted  enmitv  »/"  I'rnr.r.e  toxviirds  the  British  Em-pi) c — 
lt\f-  he  al'^nf.  thai  cm  curb  a'i  1  defeat  its  hostile 
views  in  thi.  deceitful  cain^  of  nominal  peace, 
01  dii  c  our  cfFor's  with  effccr  during  the  less 
dai)./ 'iijs    storm  "f  open  and    declared    w;irfare. 

We   re:»Uy    believe,   that  Mr.  I'itf    'S  him<^elf 

disinclined  to  t'.je  "-csu  notion  of  e+ficTal  situa- 
tic'i  ;  but  ir  is  only  a  smaij  part  u"  the  true  pa- 
triotism of  his  s.;u!,  t"  sacr  lice  all  personal  con- 
^ide^  '.'■.ionB  to  tirj  public  welfare.  We'e  l-.e  called 
to  tlic  chie;  nunagr.nen;  of  tli'  publir  affairs 
by-  the  mandate  ot  his  Sovereign,  he  would,  no 
doubt,  feel  ■  his  dnty  to  dra^v  around  him  the 
best  c'ents  ^vnich  •hr  country  caa  alTord  ;  but 
these  arifujements  a^e  with  w-.  hut  i)er\)  secondary 
consideratiori — Irt  lut  th'  genius  'J  Afr.  Pi  ft  preside, 
and -we  shall  iJvul:  curiehes  stcuie.  —  ( hL.y  4,  icOj). 

Splemdid  Humbug.  —  Rsferrinj  our 
readers  to  the  Domestic  h'jad  for  .m  account 
of  tl-ie  facts,  relative  to  the  waggish  trick, 
which  wf.s,  on  the  5th  instant,  played  upon 
the  ministry  a:;d  the  stock-jobbers,  througli 
tlie  medium  of  those  two  sapient  personages. 
Lord  Hawkesbury  and  the  Lord  ALiyor  of 
Londoit  we  hjve  to  observe  here  on  a  cir- 
cumuance  or  two,  which,  in  the  bustle, 
seem  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  ths 
public  — And,  first,  thst  the  charge  of  an 
"  infamous  frauds'  of  a  "  daring  forgery," 
which  have  been  so  confidently  preferred 
against  the  person  who  playrid  off  the  joke, 
are  entirely  unfounded,  unless  his  intentioii 
was  to  obtain  money  thereby,  which  is  by 
no  means  apparent,  or  even  probable,  since 
he  must  have  known,  that  any  speculations 
made  in  consequence  of  the  news,  would  be 
rendered  of  no  effect.  Forgery,  according 
to  the  statutes,  it  is  none.  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  may,  inleed  bring  an  action,  at  com- 
mon law,  against  the  person  who  has  coun- 
terfeited his  name;  but  no  jury,  un!e.ss 
composed  of  unprincipled  stock-jobbers, 
would  give  hitn  more  than  sixpence  diamci.ge.5. 
The  fact  is,  that  it  is  a  jest,  very  mortifying, 
we  allow,  to  the  dignified  inhabitants  of 
Downing  Street  and  the  Mansion  House, 
but  no  more  criminal,  either  in  a  legal  or  a 
moral  point  of  view,  than  any  of  the  innu- 
m.-^rabie  tricks  that  are  constantly  played  off 
on  the  first  of  April;  and,  therefore,  if  the 
wag  wants  money,  we  would  advise  him  to 
turn  informer  himself,  and  demand  the 
5,000  pounds,  so  "  liberally  offered  by  the 
"  gentlemen  of  the  Stock  Exchinge."  If  he 
be  a  weak  bodied  person,  indeed,  some 
cautioji  may  be  ueqessaryiu  making  himself 


703]  CORBETT'S  ANN 

known  ;  for,  in  that  case,  we  should  not  be 
surprized  it'  "  the  grnihmen  of  the  Stock 
"  Exchange"  were  to  crucify  Jiim.  But, 
let  Belcher  claim  the  joke,  and  we'll  answer 
for  his  getting  the  "  llbernl"  reward,  the 
value  of  which,  if  we  take  into  considera- 
tion the  depreciation  of  money,  is,  we  find, 
exactly  equal  to  the  30  pieces  of  silver,  so 
"■  liberally"  paid   to  Judas   Iscariot   by  the 

"  gentlemen"   of  Jerusalem. No,    no  ) 

there  was  nothing  unlawful,  nothing  crimi- 
nal in  this  trick,  unless  it  had  been  intended 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money.  It  was 
a  joke,  and  an  admirable  joke.  The  citizens 
wanted  "■  gcGd  miusy'  they  got  it ;  and  now, 
forsooth,  they  threaten  to  tear  to  pieces  the 
person  who  gave  it  them  !  "  It  was  of  such 
short  durat'icn."  How  could  he  help  that? 
Besides,  is  not  short  pleasure  better  than 
none  ?  He  announced  to  them  the  glad  ti- 
dings of  peace,  Jl^bat  peace  he  did  not  say; 
nor  did  they  hiqnirc.  Whether  short  or  long, 
good  or  bad,  honourable  or  infamous,  they 
never  asked.  Without  hearing  a  word 
about  the.  tertm,  they  began  instantly  to  re- 
joice. "  Have  you  heard  the  GOOD  news," 
was  the  question  they  pat  to  one  another. 
The  "  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor" 
went,  we  are  told,  in  person,  "  to  commu- 
"  nicate  the  glad  tidings  to  the  gentlemen 
"  of  the  Stock  Exchange,"  and,  we  are  fur- 
ther told,  that  he  wrote  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  the  "  safe  politician"  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  to  thank  hira  for  his  ccmrnunication 
of  "  the  hapt>y  event,"  A  general  grand  il- 
luni'inntion  was  to  have  followed,  and  the 
Post-Office  crew  were,  very  probably,  al- 
ready preparing  themselves  with  stones  and 
bludgeons  for  the  purpose.  And,  all  this, 
without  once  asking  ^uliat  were  the  terinr  of 
the  accommodation  !  Vv^ithoot  even  thinking 
any  thing  about  tiie  object  of  the  armament ; 
without  caring  a  straw  about  Malta  or  any 
thing  else  3  and,  we  sincerely  believe,  that 
if  Guernsey,  Jersey,  the  Isle_pf  Wight,  or 
even  Ireland,  had  been  the  price,  it  would 
not  have  been  thought  too  great  for  the 
"  inestimable  blessing,"  Such  are  the  prin- 
ciples, on  which  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was 
m^de  and  defend^^d,  and  such  are  the  prin- 
ciples it  has  instilled  into  the  minds  of  this 
sordid  and  degenerated  people. — The  mer- 
chants and  traders  were  said  to  be  enraged 
against  Buonaparte,  and  extremely  impa- 
tient for  a  decision  on  the  part  of  our  cabi- 
net ;  but,  the  April-fool  trick  has  amply 
proved,  that  their  rage  and  their  impatience 
arose  from  no  other  cause  than  the  inter- 
ruption given  to  lucrative  operations.  And,  ; 
it  is  to  us  something  wonderful,  that  no  one 
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seems  to  have  perceived,  that  the  trick 
might  be  of  a  pjlitleal  and  not  of  a  pecu- 
niary nature.  Mens  minds  are  so  entirely 
filled  with  ideas  of  money,  that  they  never 
imagine  it  possible  for  aiiy  one  to  have 
made  use  of  sham-news  of  peace,  in  order 
to  discover  the  real  sentiments  of  the  nation, 
or,  at  least,  of  the  City  of  London,  which, 
unfortunately  for  the  honour  and  indepen- 
dence of  England,  but  too  often  gives  the 
tone  to  the  country.  We  do  not  know,  that 
this  was  the  object  of  the  letter  to  the 
Mayor  ;  but,  It  most  be  obvious  to  every  one, 
that  it  has  had  this  etfect  ;  that  it  has  made 
a  discovery  which  was  not  to  be  come  at  by 
any  other  means.  The  ierins  are  now  proved 
to  be  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  an  accom- 
modation ;  and  that  this  is  a  great  point 
gained,  is  W;.di  known  \o  all  the  profound 
and  enlightened  members  of  our  corps  di- 
plomatic. Far  be  ii  from  us  to  insinuate, 
that  the  Richmond  park  ministry  would 
have  recourse  to  such  an  invcniion  (the  Ply- 
mouth Tinker  for  that)  ;  but  we  are  not 
bound  to  discard  the  supposition  with  re- 
spect to  Buonaparte,  who,  without  any  vio- 
lation of  that  amity,  "  which  so  hajipily 
subsists  between  the  two  counirles,"  and  for 
endeavouring  to  disturb  which  Mr.  Fehier 
was  prosecuted,  might,  perhaps,  make  use 
of  this  ingenious  method  of  coming  at  a 
true  statement  of  the  dispositions  of  the 
"  enlightened  people  of  Great-Britain,"  whom 
his  oificial  paper  has  lately  asserted  not  to 
be  fairly  represented  in  Parliament.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  joke,  or  trick,  or  what- 
ever else  it  is,  has  made  the  discovery  to 
him,  and  we  may  be  assured,  that  he  will 
profit  from  it,  with  that  address  which  cha- 
racterises all  his  transactions. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

In  thellouse  of  Commons,  this  evening,  ministers 
declared,  that  intelligence  had  anived  of  Lord 
VVhitwordi  having  appliel  for  passports,  in  order 
to  leave  Paris;  and  that  General  Andreossi  had 
also  applied  for  passports,  for  the  purpose  of  leav- 
ing London. — On  a  motion  made  by  the  ministers, 
for  an  adjournment  to  Monday  next,  of  which  an 
amendijiqnt  (substituting  to-morrow  instead  of 
Monday)  \y as  prr-posed,  there  «'as  a  debate  of  con- 
fideraKle length  and  animation.  The  ministers  final- 
ly carried  t  lie  motion  for  an  adjournment  to  Monday, 
169  "^o  95- — -^^  •  here  is  a  little  spirit  plucked  up  at 
last.  It  is  high  time  I — Thcgallcrs  ivas  ckarcAAxxun^ 
the  debate,  on  the  motion  of  a  ministerial  member  ! 
— Last  Friday  was  the  anniversary  of  the  demoli- 
tivn  of  my  home,  in  Pall  Mall  ! 

M,/v6,  i8o>  IVm.Cohhstt. 

NOTICES. 
Mr.  Cobbett's  Ltttas  on  Finance  have   been  re- 
published  in  a  primphlet,    and   may    be   bad   of 
Haruimg,  Pall- Mall,  Bagshaw,  Bow  dtrecs,  and 
Richardson,  Royal  Exchange. 

;  LONDON> 
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Maltese  deputation?. 

Sir, — I  have  seen  wiih  great  satisfaction, 
in  your  Register,  the  memorials  of  the  Mal- 
tese deputies,  and  think  that  not  only  the 
Maltese,  but  the  British  nation  are  obliged 
to  you,  for  laying  before  the  publick,  duca- 
ments  of  such  great  national  concern,  that  a 
Bhameful  violation  of  public  faith  may  not 
be  imputed  to  a  country  so  justly  proud  of 
its  honour,  which,  according  to  the  senti- 
ment of  Mr,  Fox,  is  its  "  proudest  posses- 
"'  sion,"  but  that  the  infamy  may  attach 
only  to  those  few  individuals,  who,  abusing 
the  power  intrusted  to  them,  have  dared  to 
do  that  which,  from  the  British  throne  to 
the  British  cottage,  must,  when  heard  of,  be 
held  in  contempt  and  abhorrence, — But,  the 
J-eason  why  I  have  taken  up  my  pen,  ij  to 
furnish  you  with  the  sequel  of  the  history  of 
the  Maltese  deputies,  which  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing,  as  I  saw  one  or  other  of 
them  almost  every  day  while  they  remained 
in  England. — ^Vhen  the  deputies  had  an  7{fi- 
'qffidal  audience  of  Lord  Hobart,  at  his 
pri-vdie  house,  the  Abbe  Riccaud,  \\  ho  spoke 
French  more  fluently  than  any  of  (he  others, 
found  himself  so  much  hurt  by  the  littlfe  im- 
pression the  statement  of  their  claims  made 
on  his  Lordship,  that  he  suffered  hitiiself  to 
be  carried  away  by  the  violence  of  his  indig- 
tiation,  and  expressed  himself  in  terms  the 
most  energetic,  and  perhaps  the  mo-t  T.n- 
eourily.  Fie  said,  in  short,  every  thing  that 
a  inan  devoted  to  his  country,  and  regard- 
less even  of  life,  which  he,  though  a  priest, 
had  often  risked  in  its  defence,  can  be  sup- 
posed to  say  wlien  he  feels  the  fulness  of 
its  injuries.  His  Lordship  heai"d  ail  with 
great  patience,  but  the  next  day  he  sent  a 
gentleman  to  the  Abbe  to  remonst'ate  v.'itli 
him  on  the  impropriety  of  his  language. 
He  confessed,  his  feelings  had  made  him 
forget  every  consideration  but  the  cause  of 
his  injured  country;  that,  though  his  lan- 
guage might  be  blameable,  the  sentiments 
he  had  uttered  were  such  as  he  never  should 
disavow,  and  that  he  should  adhere  to  tlicm 
as  lojig  as  he  had  life,  conscious  that  his  God 

rnu.^t  approve  them, An   excuse   for 

his  having  "  perdu  Id  fete"  was  carried  back 
to  Lord  Hobart.— -Fro 01  that  day  however 

Y'ou  ill. 
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(it  IS  not  for  me  to  insinuate  why)  the  treat- 
tiicnt  of  the  deputies  was  very  dilfcrent : 
they  were  in  a  private  manner,  caressed. — 
Sir  Alexander  Ball  accompanied  them  everf 
where,  and  shewed  them  the  Lions,  St. 
Paul's,  the  Tov/er,  Sec.  and  their  expenses 
were  defrayed  by  government.  Before  they 
left  England,  they  wished  to  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty.  This  was  promised  them,  and 
they  were  caJried  to  IF/ndior,  v/here  they  saw 
the  King  on  the  terrace,  who  certainly  ^poke 
to  them  with  such  gracious  condescension, 
that,  when  they  returned  to  London  they 
related  it  with  tears  in  their  eyes.— A  few- 
days  alter  the  deiihitive  treaty  was  signed, 
ihey  resolved  to  return  to  Malta,  and  accord- 
ingly they  were,  at  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment, sent  to  Portsmouth,  and  carried  to 
Malta  in  the  Acasta  frigate,  ni  ihcir  de- 
parture each  of  them  received  «  handioma 
present  in  tnonry ,-~ii\\d.  they  exj;re.ssed  1,0 
Lord  fiobart,  as  gentlemen  would  on  suc^ 
an  occasion,  \.\\^\x  "  gra'titudL  ior  AW  the  per- 
"  sonaL  favours  l!uy  had  r.-ceivcd."— 
Soon  after  their  departure,  Sir  Alexander 
Ball,  who  had  all  along  attended  them,  with 
the  greatest  as-^'aluity,  was  appointed  hi* 
RLiiesty's  minister  to  the  Grand  Master  and 
Order  of  St.  John  of  Jcrusiilcm.  —  It  is  well 
knowri  to  me,  and  it  is  wei!  ktKjfvn  to  Lord 
Hobairt,  that  since  the  rcium  of  these  def'uiie'i., 
the  Mahfcse  have,  if  It  be  possible,  beeri 
more  violent  in  their  oppositioii  to  the  Order, 
than  they  tVtrc  before. — The  deputies  were; 
enjoined  by  their  constituents  to  represent 
and  enforce  all  iHc  memorial  contained.  It 
mu5t  therefore  be  considered  as  their  in- 
structions and  full  powers.  Never  was  spy 
deputation  from  a  nation  more  legilanaii 
th^n  this,  for,  as  ljoou  as  the  deputies 
had  been  appoi'ited,  it  was  announced  to  ths 
people  in  the  whole  island  hf  aivrittcri  no-, 
tificaiion  (as  his  Majesty'-  civil  commission- 
er refused  to  allow  them  to  print  it,)  stuck 
up  at  the  churciies,  public  ofhces,  and  cor- 
ners of  the  streets,  &c.  and  all  those  v/ho 
had  any  objection  to  any  one  of  the  dtpu- 
tie.s,  or  to  any  part  of  the  object  of  the  mia^ 
sion,  Were  required  to  signify  the  sjmc 
within  three  days  to  the  public  notary,  and 
it  is  a  most  singular  cireumsiantCj  that  tker» 
A  a 
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was  not  one  dissenting  voice  ;  as  appears  hy 
the  formal  certlHcatts  given  to  the  deputies 
by  the  notariei. — The  deputies,  asfrured  rne, 
that,  before  their  departure  from  Malta, 
ihey  gave  a  copy  and  3  translation  of  their 
memorial  to  his  Majesty's  civil  commis- 
sioner, to  transmit  otiicially  to  the  King's 
ministry. — Amongst  other  circumstances,  I 
recollect,  their  having  assured  me,  that  on 
the  arrival  of  the  prelim.inary  articles  of 
peace  at  Malta,  so  far  from  any  public  re- 
joicings having  taken  place,  a  mournful  con- 
sternation was  visible  in  every  countenanre. 
I  have  since  heard  by  letter,  that,  vvhen  the 
people  were  informed  of  the  final  decision  of 
theirfate,  by  the  publication  of  the  lOlh  ar- 
ticlf^  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  Amiens, 
(/);i«/ti/ at  Malta,  with  an  Italian  translation) 
it  was  tor?!  dezun  from  all  the  places  laheiv.  the 
government  bad  caused  it  to  h*  affixed,  and,  the 
people  became  almost  furious  ;  but  no  kind 
of  riot  or  disorder  whatever  took  place.  At 
length  a  sad  funeral  silence  ensued,  and  peo- 
ple m.oved  through  the  streets  as  in  UKuirn- 
ful  procession  to  the  interment  of  their 
dear-bought  liberties. "No cannon  were  filed. 
No  windows  were  lighted  in  Malta  ! — On  his 
Majesty's  next  birth  day,  the  cannon  were  fired 
as  usual.  In  the  evening  the  ships  in  the  port 
fired  the  musketry  and  the  garrison  several 
running  fires  round  the  works.  There  were 
also  fire-works  and  a  general  illumination. 
The  repeated  and  animated  huzzas  of  the 
Maltese  in  the  streets  were  louder  than  the 
musketry.  It  is  impossible  that  a  more  en- 
thusiastic attachment  could  be  testified  by 
any  people  to  their  Sovereign,  thin  v,as 
shewn  by  the  Maltese  on  this  occasion  :  ar.d 
it  as  plainly  spoke  their  sentiments  of  his 
Majesty,  f,s  the  deputies  did  of  his  aiinis- 
ters. — Nov/,  let  it  be  asked,  whether  t!;use 
people  are  worthy  to  be  incorporated  into 
the  British  empire,  or  whet'.ier  they  deserve, 
hy  its  ministers,  *'  to  he  sold  as  slivesfor  a 
"  /!oliilea!  cons'iderailon." 1  am,    kc.  .\:c. 

r.S.  This  last  circumstance  of  iiis  Ma- 
jesty's birth-day  has  been  cor.firmed  to  me, 
by  several  officers  returned  from  Malta. 


GEN.    EENTIIAMS    FKO.TECTS. 

SiK,' — I  am  a  person  understood  by  the 
denomination  of  a  plain  country  gentleman, 
and  having  a  natural  desire  for  the  sea,  was, 
when  very  young,  intended  for  the  service 
of  my  country  in  the  naval  line.  Constant 
sic'kness  however  soon  taught  m.e,  that  it 
^vas  an  element  w  hich  would  be  at  variance 
with  my  constitution,  and  reluctantly  I  left 
it. — I  liave  always  felt  a  pleasure  in  era- 
ijiacing  every  oj)portunity  of  seeing  and  con- 
templating the  bulwark  of  our  country,  and 
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having  heard  of  the  extensive  works,  which 
have  been  carrying  on  in  Portsmonh  Yard 
for   some  years  ;   such  as   the    con->tructing 
nev/  docks,  basins,  &c.   I  was  lately  induced 
to  visit  that  place,   hitherto  the    great  repo- 
sitory of  the  British  navy. — I  was^hewn  two 
new  docks  for  repairing  the   lar^'t-^t  -hips, 
and  told  that  a  canal,  which  I  saw,  wasn^-xt 
to  be  converted  into  docks  for  smaller  ships. 
There  are  two  new  basins  for  re[)'.Iring  line 
of  battle   ships   and  frigates;   piann^-d,  as  I 
was  told,  by  General  Bentiia;-;!,  together  with 
other  immense  works,  all  f^i  which  are  solely 
of  his  plan,  and  under  his  direction,  and  not 
by    the    Navy    Board,    as   ever    heretofore. 
These  works,   I   find,  have   b-  en   in    hand, 
constantly    employing   a    great    number   of 
workmen,    for    ll    or    12  years.     The   first 
thing  wiiich  strikes  the  mind  upon  surveying 
these   great   works    is   tlie   national  expense : 
judge   then  of  my  ideas  and  surprize  when 
told  b)''  my  conductor,   that   it  was  not  only 
an  enormous  but   positively  useless  expense. 
Not    leaving  me   in  suspense  he  explained 
himself  directly  ;  he  reverted  as  far  back  as 
the  glorious  war  of   l/^p)   ^nd  said  at  the 
commencemrut  of  that  war,  the  ordinary  of 
the  post  included  49  sail   of  the   line,  with 
frigates   in    proportion  :   these  were   kept  in 
repair  and  brouglit  forward  for  commission- 
ing, all  ihrough  that  war,  faster  than   men 
could  be  procui^ed  to  man  them,  wailing  al- 
ways for  men,  so  remarkably  the  case  at  this 
day.     In    the  peace  concluded  in  1/63  the 
docks  were  greatly  improved  and  additional 
slips  for  thebuildingof  ships  were  added:  and 
consequently  in   the  next   war,   called    the 
Aimerican,    the  Dock-yard  was  always  be- 
fjrehand,   so  that  ships  were  repaired  much 
faster  than    men  could  be   found  for  them. 
AVhat   more   then   could  be  wanted,   there 
being   ample    docks,  ample  building  slips  ? 
Here  expense  should  have  stopped,  but  no- 
vel and  extensive  works  were  to  be   formed 
without    regard    to  expenditure,    urged    by 
wild   speculation  to  gain  a   name,  and   spe- 
cious representation  unhappily  succeeded.^ 
That  the  same  readiness  of  equipment  again 
was  found  in  the  last  war  is   recent  enough 
tor  every  one   to  know,  and   to   the  list  of 
ships  continuing  at   Spithead    in   the  years 
1793  and  l/pi  in  want  of  men,    every  un- 
derwriter at  Lloyd's  of  that  day  can   bear 
ieeling  testimony  :   while  the  enemies  cruiz- 
ers  were  cutting  up   our  trade,  and   uninter- 
ruptedly  enriching  themselves,  having  no- 
thing to  oppose.     Where  then,  said  my  con- 
ductor, was  the  occassion  for  the  enormous 
expense   of   new  docks,   new  basins,    new 
works  of  various  descriptions  !   He  then  ad- 
ded, eleven  or  twelve  years  have  these  works 
been  carrying  on^  and  one  ot  the  docks  and 
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the  great  basins  have  been  completed  some 
time;  but  there  was  no  occasion  for  them, 
for  in  the  height  of  this  last  war,  the  ships 
which  the  old  docks  contained,  required 
more  shipwrights  than  there  were  belonging 
to  the  yard  ;  dud  the  other  Dock-yards,  even 
to  Plymouth,  were  forced  to  find  each  their 
quota  of  shipwrights  to  be  sent  here  in  aid, 
and  altogeth'T  were  not  enough  tor  the  ships 
already  in  the  oid  docks,  and  those  coming 
into  the  harbour  for  occasional  repairs. 
Many  more  in  addition  to  those  might  have 
been  employed,  if  more  could  have  been 
found.  He  then  carried  me  round  the  yard 
and  shewed  me  four  line  of  battle  ships  of 
the  largest  kind  lying  in  docks  to  receive 
repairs,  in  nni  one  of  which  was  there  a  sin- 
gle shipwright  at  work.  What  are  the  ideas 
which  must  naturally  strike  a  foreigner, 
seeuig  this;  for,  althougli  there  is  a  prohi- 
bition of  foreigners  coming  into  the  yards, 
least  they  should  discover  the  nakedness  of 
the  land  ;  nevertheless,  permits  from  the 
Admiralty,  I  am  told,  are  given  occasionally, 
which  do  admit  those  who  probably  have  the 
greatest  discernment.  The  ships  before  men- 
tioned in  the  docks,  I  think  were  the  Queen, 
Barfleur,  Ajax,  and  Montague :  the  whole 
power  of  the  yard  being  eaiployed,  together 
with  the  master  carpenters  of  the  ships  in 
ordinary  %uorking  as  common  men  (^never  be- 
fore known)  on  board  of  3  frigates  in  the 
docks,  and  the  ships  fitting  in  the  harbour. 
He  added,  the  want  of  shipwrights,  indeed 
of  every  description  of  artificers  and  la- 
bourers in  the  yard,  (of  which  you  shall  hear 
more  hereafter)  is  one  of  the  blessed  efiects 
of  discharging  men  and  driving  them  out  of 
the  service,  whose  youth,  vigour,  and  matu- 
rity have  been  passed  in  it  and  attached  to 
it.  Many  of  whom  from  experience  were 
far  better  qualified  to  continue  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  difieient  departments,  than 
the  young  and  new  comers  placed  in  their 
stead,  nevertheless  too  far  advanced  in  life  to 
begin  a  new  line  eUev^here.  Is  this  holding 
forth  encouragement  for  the  King  and  Coun- 
try's service?  He  then  shewed  me  the  slips 
for  building  line  of  battle  ships,  covered 
with  lumber,  and  told  me  that  there  had  not 
been  a  keel  of  a  line  of  battle  ship  laid  in 
this  yard  the  last  two  years,  and  that  during 
this  time  two  only  had  been  launched,  and 
which  had  been  previously  building.  —  I 
must  own  it  struck  me  forcibly,  that  there 
should  not  have  been  a  keel  of  one  ship  laid 
down  since  the  peace  in  this  great  dock- 
yard, while  our  enemy  is  known  to  be  so 
active. — If  Ave  have  in  our  late  wars  equip- 
ped ships  from  our  ports  faster  than  men 
could  be  procured  to  man  them,  the  enor- 
mous expense  of  these  ncvj  -z^'orks  is  futile. 
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Should  not  a  board  be  appointed  to  examine 
such  Works  as  to  their  utility,  and  to  put  a 
stop  to  wild  speculations,  tending  to  drain 
the  vitals  of  the  nation. — I  am  an  admirer  of 
your  strenuous  endeavours  to  awaken  the 
nation  to  a  sense  of  its  real  situation,  and 
shall  concl-ude  with  a  remark  of  your  own, 
that  "  of  600  noblemen  and  gentlemen; 
"  the  constitutional  guardians  of  this  coun- 
"  try,  no  one  should  be  found  to  examine 
"  into  this,  is  strange  indeed." — I  am,  Sir, 
yours,  &c.  Viator. 

London,  ■i  May,  1803. 

0>f    THE    NAVY. 

Sir, — I  have  perused  your  Register  with 
great  attention  for  some  months  past,  par- 
ticularly that  part  v/hich  relates  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Admiralty,  and  having  some 
knowledge  of  what  is  going  on,  in  this  sea- 
son of  piijjing  and  vainboast'iTig,  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  offer  a  few  observations  on  the 
measures  of  that  Board.  Much  has  been 
said  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  Morn- 
ing Papers,  upon  the  zuhe  and  polhic  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Admiralty,  but  I  contend 
their  plans  have  had  a  far  diiferent  effect 
than  what  they  and  their  friends  suppose, 
for  that  which  has  been  held  out  as  an  en- 
couragement, is  considered  a  gross  infringe- 
ment upon  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  mechanism  this  country  can 
boast  of;  I  mean  the  mode  which  the  Ad- 
niiralty  have  adopted  in  distributing  ap- 
prentices to  the  shipwrights.  In  a  few 
years  the  7nodellers  and  draftsmen  will  be  ex- 
tinct, for  the  apprentices  brought  into  the 
service  upon  the  present  system  cannot  (for 
the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
drawing,  &c.  necessary  for  laying  down  a 
ship),  have  any  idea  beyond  the  laborious 
part.  Does  the  Admiralty  think  that  to  be 
a  shipwright  it  requires  no  other  abilil/ 
than  to  dub  and  chop  }  I  do  not  mean  to  say- 
it  is  necessary  every  shipwright  should  pos- 
sess the  knowledge  I  describe,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly expedient  a  proportion  of  them  should. 
The  lads  that  are  now  taken  into  that  line 
are  the  sons  of  indigent  men,  who  have  it 
not  in  their  power  to  give  their  children  aa 
education  beyond  common  reading  and. 
writing,  and  many  cannot  atFord  them  even 
those  necessary  qualifications. —  Formerly 
interest  was  made  to  get  respectable  young; 
men  apprenticed  to  the  principal  officers  (.-f 
the  trade,  by  which  means  the  mould  \o\t 
was  full  of  voung  men  of  good  education, 
who  were  capable  of  obtaining  a  knowledge 
of  the  more  intricate  branch  of  their  pro- 
fession.—But,  Sir,  a  most  wonderful  change 
for  the  worse  has  been,  and  will  continue  \o 
be  the  result  of  the  pres::ni  measures  pvir- 
A  a  u 
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sued  by  the  Acimit'aily  ;    for  now,  no  one  of 
the  description  I  have  jast  alluded  to,  comes 
forvvnrd,  indeed  many  wlio  were  in  the  ser- 
vice previous  to  the  late  regulations,  having 
taken  place,  have  gone  in  disgust  to  seek  em- 
ployment el->e\vhere,  and  the  few  now  remain- 
ihg  are  only  waiting  a  favourable  opportu- 
hity  to  fol!cv%'  them. —  But,  Sir,  ptrhaps  the 
Admiralty   will  say,  we   will   make   those, 
V.'ho^e  duty  we  conceive  it  to  be,  to  instruct 
the  iiew  apprentices   in   every  part  of  their 
profcspicn.     In  ani^wer  to  which  I  contend, 
it  is  moially  Impossible  for  such  an  order  to 
be  complied  vvith,  unless  tlie  mastfcr  ship- 
\vtigUt3    and    their    assistants    tUfn    school- 
masters, and    teach   the  boys   to  read   and 
VvTite,   and   so  to   go   on    progressively   till 
tUrVirr.reat  a  knowledge  of  the  gcomftri- 
cj!  frobiems.  dravji^g,  tffi;.  for  without  those 
(tjualificatlons,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible 
for  them  to  form  the  moulds  by  which  the 
limbers  of  a  ship  are  put  together  ;    there- 
fore, in  a  tew  years,  when  new  ships  are  to 
be  built,  (if  the  present  system  is  pursued) 
the  King's  yards  will  be  destitute  of  artists 
of    thi">  description,  to  whom  fundamental 
jknowledge  is  as  necessary  in  the   construc- 
tidt)  of  a  ship,  as  the  materials  with  which 
Jt  i-^  composed. — The  Admiralty  have  been 
bbilged   to  resort   to   the  assistance  of  the 
U'Srranted  carpenter  cf  ships  to  do  thecom- 
tnott    dtJty   of  working  shipwrights.      An 
unprecedented  rneasure  !  !  !    Adopted  in  con- 
sequence of  the  want  of  men  in  some  of 
the  yards,  which  deficiency,   (fof  a   defi- 
cieticy  there  is,   notwithstanding  it  was  ad- 
vanced in   the  House  the  dock-yards  were 
full  of  artificers)    has  been  occasioned   by 
the  furious  and   highly  inconsiderate  con- 
duct   of   the   Admiralty,    by    their  driving 
frdm  the  service  a  number  of  the  best  and 
ffi03t   approved   workmen. — You  observed, 
IDtiiC  little  time  since,   the   Victory  could 
tiot  be  got  to  sea  in  six  months,  the  Admi- 
J-alty   (I   suppose   lo  refute  your  assertion) 
jhave   3t.JMined  every    nerve    to   get    her   to 
Long   Reach,  which    they   have    done   by 
keepitlg  ships  in   commission  which  ought 
to  have  been  paid  olf  three  weeks  ago,   and 
fcy  taking  the  pensioners   (men   sent  from 
Greenwich   to   assist    in    fitting   the  ships) 
llom    the    blocks   and    bulks    preparing    to 
guard  ihe   m6uth    of  the  Thames,   and  by 
that  measure  procrastinated  the   equipment 
of  those  poivi'rful  means  of  (mr  seciirhv,   and 
particularly  at  a  time  \Vhen  the   ministers 
\vere  congratulating   the   country  on   their 
being  in  such  a   state  of  forwardness,  so  as 
10  take  their  stations  in  a  few  days.     It  is 
true  the  Victory  is  in   Lot^g  Reach,   wilh 
her  guns  and  stores  in  3    but  she  is  yet  in 
Wattt  of  a  trijiing  requisite,  iryiifig  indeed  in 


the  eyes  of  the  tninister,  t  ttiean  the  want 
of  men,  for  I  believe  last  \veek  (indepen- 
dent of  her  marines)  she  had  not  more  than 
50  on  board  including  officers,  men,  and 
boys.  She  has  been  commissioned  a  month, 
and  therefore  if  their  endeavours  to  pro- 
cure hands  in  the  same  proportion  of  time 
is  not  attended  with  better  success,  your 
statement  will  prove  but  too  true. — With 
regard  to  the  dock-yards  being  full  of  stores, 
as  a  morning  paper  the  other  day  asserted, 
I  have  only  to  observe,  respecting  the  article 
of  timber,  the  yards  in  general  are  very 
short.  Chatham  yard  I  believe  is  pretty  well 
stocked,  but  in  the  others  a  very  great 
scarcity  prevails ;  I  only  refer  your  readers 
to  Deptford  and  JFoohvicb,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  suppose  the  same  deficiency  will 
be  found  at  the  western  yards. — At  the 
commencement  of  the  armament  many  of 
the  poor  fellows  on  board  ship  were  obliged 
to  sleep  night  after  night  on  the  decks 
without  beds  and  blankets,  and,  therefore, 
numbers  were  sent  to  the  hospital  attacked 
wilh  severe  colds  and  rheumatism,  and  this 
in  consequence  of  the  ill-judged  conduct 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  refusing  to  take  off  the 
contractors  hands  a  number  of  those  arti- 
cles he  had  made  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  war  for  the  express  purpose  of  go- 
vernment. Notwithstanding  these  defalca- 
tions, their  partizans  have  the  audjclty  to 
assure  the  Public,  that  no  want  of  stores  has 
at  any  time  prevailed.  But  will  they  at- 
tempt to  deny  the  truth  of  these  assertions  ? 
No,  Sir,  they  cannot,  they  are  facts  /^t;  glar- 
ing, facts  incontrovertible. — The  orders  of 
the  Admiralt)'^  are  now  so  complicated  and 
confused,  that  individuals  hardly  know  how 
to  act;  an  order  of  to-day  is  contradicted  to- 
morrow. For  instance,  the  Unicorn  frigata 
was  ordered  from^Sheerness  to  Chatham,  to 
be  fitted  for  service,  another  order  was  sent 
to  Sheerness  for  her  to  be  taken  in  hand 
there,  which  did  not  arrive  till  four  days 
after  she  had  sailed  for  Chatham  ;  the  ship- 
wrights, in  consequence,  were  almost  at  a 
stand  for  want  of  work  5  whereas,  at  Chat- 
ham, the  greatest  hurry  and  bustle  prevail- 
ed, and,  in  order  to  keep  the  shipv;rights  at 
Sheerness  employed,  they  took  the  Commis- 
sioner's yacht  into  dock,  to  caulk  and  copper 
her  bottom  ;  a  trijilng  service  in  comparisotl 
with  what  was  going  on  in  other  yards. 
Last  October,  positive  directions  were  sent 
to  the  yards,  that  artificers  were  not  to  ba 
entered  whose  ageexceeded  2S,  since  whichj 
that  ^y!:// i/i^c'^/ii/ order  has  been  superseded^ 
and  now  the  extension  is  to  35,  the  limited 
age  that  was  wisely  ordered  in  the  days  of 
our  ancestors.  That  these  blunders  and  in-" 
convenicncies  would  not  have  happened  un- 
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der  any  other  set  of  men  must  be,  notovious 
to  every  well  inforiiud  ptivson. — Captain 
Markham  observed,  on  Wednesday  last,  in 
the  Hou^e,  that  *'  attacks  unjust,  unfound- 
"  ed,  and  n:i3levolent  mis^ht  be  made  on 
"  the  conduct  of  th3  Admiraily.  Bnt  how 
"  did  those  attacks  accord  with  the  truth  ? 
*'  Three  months  after  the  proclamation  of 
"  war  in  l/Qo,  the  etlective  naval  force  of 
''  Great-Britain  w.is  much  less  than  thiit 
"  which  we  now  had  in  r>'adine.ss  to  ;ict 
"  against  any  enemy  at  the  prese-nt  mo 
"  ment.  In  every  part  of  she  world  we 
"  had  a  naval  force  more  thn  i  equal  to  all 
'*■  the  strength  of  the  navy  of  1  ranee,  which 
"  exhibited  nothing  better  i\\..ii  fisbhig  boats 
"  in  their  ports,  and  had,  in  fact,  no  exist- 
"■  ence,  unless,  perhaps,  in  the  minds  of  cer- 
"  tain  hnn.  (gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
"  of  the  House,  and  their  friends  !  !  !" 
The  most  bare-faced  and  impiuhnt  assertion 
I  ever  met  with  !  This  precisely  corresponds 
with  every  part  of  their  former  conduct. 
The  Admiralty  have  invariably  taken  upon 
themselves  the  credit  of  every  plan  that 
was  framed  by  their  predecessors.  Does 
the  hor,.  captain  mean  to  attach  any  credit 
to  the  present  Admiralty  for  the  number 
of  -ships  that  are  now  on  foreign  st:itions? 
I  only  wish  to  remind  him,  that  those  ships 
are  the  remains  of  our  fleets  commissioned 
during  the  late  war,  and  that  nothing  bnt 
dire  necessity  has  kept  them  so  long  abroad, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  that  lamented  neces- 
sity, those  very  ships  which  the  Admiralty 
now  boasts  of  as  being  ready  to  act,  would 
long  since  have  been  dismantled. — I  con- 
tend we  ought  to  look  to  the  ships  that 
have  been  got  ready  hi  our  harlnurs  at  home, 
since  the  peace  (and  nut  to  these  on  foreign 
stations)  by  which  we  ought  to  judge  of 
the  exertion  and  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  ; 
let  every  unprejudiced  person  do  that,  and 
it  will  be  fqund  how  ^ery  much  we  have 
fallen,  sliort  ot  what  was  formerly  done  on 
similar  occasions,  and  this  in,  consequence 
of  the  iinzvise  and  ignorant  proceedings  of 
Ihe  Board  of  Admiralty  ;  a  Board  that  has 
abused  its  authority,  a  Board  that  has  in- 
suited  and  degraded  almost  every  person  un- 
der their  controul,  of  which  many  hundreds, 
both  civil  ?.nd  military,  ran  bear  testimony. 
* — I  am,  Sir,  your  hearty  well-wisher, 
May  8,  1803.  L.  INI. 
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Livres  Tournois. 

1.  Contributions  \i\  silver  and 

gold  coin  _  -  -      151,150,000 

2.  By  pillage, requisition, and 
various  other  ways,  money, 
jewels,  and  valuable  furni- 
ture        -         -  -         -     242,1 10,  OQQ 

3.  b'orced  loans,  contributions 
in  kind,  obtained  by  rf-qiii- 
sition,   or   taken    by  force, 

cSic.  T         -       '-  .      145,000,000 


Extract,  from  an  Italian  book,  entitled  Le 
Eichezze  dclP  Italia  passate  in  Francbia,  tsfc. 
— or  the  Riches  of  Italy  gone  into  France,  or  an 
accotmt  of  tie  Phinda  made  by  the  French  Ri' 
fuhlic  sirxe  IJQL     {Italia  |S0O.)  ^ 


Total 


,Lo  38,200,000 


Besides  invaluable  productions  of  the 
arts,  (which  never  can  be  replaced)  private 
plunder  and  destruction  of  all  kind,  8;c.— 
Among  the  treasures  of  antiquitj'  which 
durmg  the  revolution  have  been  carried  froai 
Italy  into  France,  the  author  mentions  ihe 
tuilowing. — 1,  The  \Yhole  of  tlic  Archives 
of  the  ancient  Senate  uf  Venice, — 2.  The 
most  important  documents  for  the  history  of 
this  government. — 3.  An  immense  collec- 
tion of  natural  history,  which  the  English 
General  at  Malta,  after  tbe  surrender  of  Va- 
letta,  out  of  respect  to  the  famous  philosopher 
and  jacobin,  Dolomieu,  sent  from  Malta  to, 
Marseilles  in,  a  flag  of  truce!  !  ! 

FOllEIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Paris,  ylpnlz"]. — The  corvettes  TEtormante  an^ 
la  Ffiudroyaute  liave  arrived  at  iirest  trcm  Guade- 
loupe, whicli  place  they  Ittt  on  the  8th  ot  March. 
— An  article  from  R.ennes  ot'tlie  ioth  si3tcs^"that 
"  two  detachments  ot  the  6th  regiment  of  aitil- 
"  lery,  in  garrison  in  that  city.  m.Tched  2^  few 
"  days  ago  for  Belie  isle,  and  the  Isles  St^  .Vlarcou^ 
<'  Notwithstanding  the  little  ai>peaiaace  of  a  rup- 
"  ture  between  France  and  England,  botli  powers 
'.'  are  taking  the  necessary  precautions."— ^\\e  ar® 
informed  from  I'esan^on,  under  date  of  the  22d^ 
that  'i'oussaiut  Louvcrture,  who  was  in  custody  at 
rort  de  Jonx,  departed  this  life  a  week  ago. 

Pvim,  ^'tpril  ii. — Th.e  Eiiglish  evacuated  Alex- 
amiria  on  the  17th  Marcii.  1  hey  embarked  with, 
I  htm,  Mahonimtd  Eify  Bey,  as  Amhassador  iixtr. 
from  the  Beys  to  the  conit  of  Lonrlon.  The  Eng- 
lish also  took  with  them  all  the  bronze  caimou, 
and  alt  the  military  etTccts  v/hicti  were  at  A.lexan- 
dria,  so  tha;  tlie  Porte  will  have  to  send  fiedi,  <ir~ 
tillery  to  fortify  th^t  place. — Moniteur. — Th.ey  re- 
ceived oa  the  24th  at  Slrashoiirg,  the  intelligence 
that  the  imperial  ratification  of  the  concliisiim  of 
the  diet  l\ad  arrived  at  Ratisbnn, — Ti-,e  Prince  of 
Nassau  Oranrre,  ci-dcvant  Staclth'.ldcr  of  Holhind, 
has  published  the  convention  by  whitii  he  aianm 
dons  in  entire  property  to  liis  son,  the  Hcredit.iry 
Prmce,  all  the  indemnities  allotted  to  him  by  the 
Germanic  Empire. 

Cortitnritiy:oplc,  March  10. — The  Porte  has,  by  anoH 
ther  courier,  received  news  from  Arabia,  which  is 
s^id  to  be  of  a  disacrieeible  nature.  Accor.d;ng  to 
public  rejioit,  the  Pdciia  of  Mecca,  advanced  wicfi 
a  body  ot  triKips  against  the  rebel  AIhIuI  VVechab. 
An  engagement  cnsueri.  \i  was  fought  with  ob- 
stinacy, and  with  great  bloodshed,  Tb?  trocol 
A  a  3 
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of  the   Pacha  were,    in  the  end,  det'eared  and  dis- 
persed. 

Petcnhurgh,  March  .^c. — Upon  tlie  aniv.i!  of  cou- 
riers from  London,  Paris,  Vienna,  and  Berlin,  con- 
ferences were  heie  opened,  in  whicii  several  of  tlie 
foreign  ministers  were  invited  to  take  part.  We 
have  room  to  liope,  tliat  the  result  of  thobC  nego- 
tiations will  be  fdvonrablc  to  the  nainltnance  of 
the  general  peace  of  Euiope.  However,  thepio- 
posal  made  to  England  to  evacuate  Malta,  and 
leave  it  to  be  occupied  by  Russian  troops,  has  not 
been  accepted. 

Leghorn,  .-ipri I  i;. — The  reports  of  peace  and 
yar  succeed  daily  to  each  oihcr.  'lire  Englisli  ta- 
niilics  who  were  settled  here  have  embarked,  dib- 
eniharkcd,  and  re-enibaiked  themselves  and  their 
property.  1  he  English  frigate  that  is  in  these 
roads  has  ordered  all  the  merchant  sliips  of  tint 
nation  to  cjuit  the  port,  and  to  anchor  in  the 
roads. 

Milai,  April  14. — They  write  from  X^'plcs,  under 
date  ot  tlic  9th  of  April,  tiiat  the  arrival  of  an 
Englisli  veisel  had  occasinned  the  holding  of  a 
Council  of  State,  at  the  breaking  up  of  which  tlie 
rreiith  Mir.is'er  expedited  a  Courier  10  Paris  in 
all  haste.  The  Courier  set  out  about  twelve  hours 
after  the  English  ve.^scl  had  enteied  the  poit 
Tliis  event  has  not  failed  to  give  biith  to  several 
contradictory  reports,  for  instance,  of  a  conven- 
tion concluded  with  France  for  receiving  20,000 
men  in  ihcir  pons  in  ease  of  war,  and  of  another 
set  on  fov't  with  England  relative  to  Sicily. 

Bhhm:/',  JSLiv  z. —  rhey  write  from  the  Batavian 
frontiers,  tliat  the  French  troops,  which  are  al- 
ready arrived  at  Nimeguen,  and  in  the  environs 
of  that  pL'Ce,  consist  of  a  body  of  6,000  men, 
which  will  be  augmented  according  to  circum- 
stances. Our  troops  have  also  occupied,  within 
the^'e  few  days,  some  nev/  places  in  Holland,  on 
the  second,  and  even  tlie  third  line.  The  l',zta- 
v'laii  Government  has  given  orders  to  embark. 
Very  speedily,  the  troops  destined  to  reinfoice  the 
garrison  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  last 
advices  received  from  Flushing  fmpnrt,  that  all  is 
still  in  the  same  situation  ;  that  place  has  been 
put  in  a  good  state  of  defence;  the  gairison  is 
exact  in  its  service,  but  hitherto  the  other  ordi- 
nary dispositions  in  a  town  in  a  state  of  siege 
liave  not  been  carried  into  execution.  The  town 
cf  Veau,  situate  in  the  Isle  of  Walcheren,  has 
also  a  French  garrison.  At  Middleburg  the  S'T""- 
rison  is  composed  of  Fiench  troops,  and  a  batta- 
lion of  Dutch  infantry. — It  is  even  apparent  ihac 
all  Zealand  will  be  exclusively  occupied  Dy 
French  troops. 

Farii,  May  (,. — Lord  Whitworth  had  announced 
his  departure  as  .6xed  for  yesterday,  at  five  in  the 
morning  ;  the  Ambassador  his,  however,  changed 
his  resohuion,  but  it  is  not  said  how.  long  the  de- 
lay will  last.  Whatever  may  be  tlie  cause  of  this 
new  incident,  it  is  impossible  not  to  conceive 
some  liope  of  tiie  preservation  of  peace. —  Much 
is  said  of  the  approaching  chpartureof  i.li  the 
French  troops  stationed  in  Switzerland.  The 
greatci  part  of  these  troops  will,  it  is  said,  pro- 
ceed to  Italy;   the  rest  to   the  departments  ol  tlie 

ci-devant  Alsa^re   and   Franche  Comte. M,iy  8. 

' — From  the  news  of  yesterday  it  was  no  ionge:- 
doubted  that  the  l',nglish  Ambassador  was  about 
10  depart,  and  the  report  of  a  rupture  hetween 
Jiance  and  England  appeared  to  be  coidirn-.ed. 
Since  this  monung,  however,  liie  a.<:oect  of  sllair:- 
js  changed,  and  Jiupes  are  entertained  that  peace 
vili  not  be  interrupted.  It  is  said,  that  Lord 
%\  hitworih'b  departure  is  deferred;  that  he  had 


this  morning  an  important  conference  with  the 
Minister  for  F(<reign  AfTalts;  and  that  after  that 
confeience  a  Messenger  F^xtraordinary  was  dis- 
patclied  to  London. — On  the  2d  inst.  Citizen 
Thorn,  who  is  appointed  by  the  First  Consul, 
President  of  the  General  Consistory  of  Protes- 
tants of  Augsburg,  in  tlie  two  departments  of  the 
Rhine,  took,  in  that  character,  the  oaths  pre- 
scribed by  the  Concordat  at  the  Thuilleries. 
I'lie  thiee  Consuls  were  seated  in  chairs,  and  the 
New  Testament  was  placed  o\\  a  table  before 
them.  The  President  knelt  down  on  a  velvet 
cushion,  and,  laymg  his  right  hand  on  ilie  New 
Testament,  pronounced  the  oatir  with  a  loud 
voice.  The  iliree  Consuls  then  arose,  and  Buo- 
naparte put  several  questions  to  the  new  Presi- 
dent. 

DOMESTIC. 

Fro'V,  the  London  Caxctic. — St.  J.mfi\  ^pril  aSf 
lo:;^. — CEiiii.^loN' 1  AL  cf  the  Knighlh'jod  avd  Iiiiea- 
i'uur:  of  (j^ni.  Sir  D.  Du:idds,  Knight  (f  the  Most 
Uor.owabU  Muii.uy  Order  cf  the  Bath. 
The  Knights  and  Officers  ot  the  Order,  attend- 
ing in  the  Privy  Chamber,  in  their  mantles,  col- 
lais,  &c.  proceeded  from  thence  into  ihe  Sove- 
reign's presence,  m.akui^  the  usual  reveieiices  : — 
Then,  by  the  Sovereign's  command,  Gen.  Dundas 
v/as  introduced  into  tlif  presence  between  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  W.  Fawcett  ai;d  the  Farl  of  Maluicsbury, 
the  two  Junior  Knights  present,  preceded  by  the 
Cientleman  Usher  ot  the  ')rder,  with  reverences  as 
before.— ^The  Sword  of  State  was  delivered  to  the 
Sovereign  by  I,ord  De  Blaqueire,  tlie  Second 
Knight  in  senioriiy,  and  Gen.  Dundas,  kneeling, 
was  knighted  therewith.  Then  His  Roy;d  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  York,  senior  Knight,  presented 
the  Ribbon  and  Badge  to  the  Sovereign,  and  his 
Majesty  put  them  over  the  new  Knight's  right 
shoulder,  who,  being  thus  invested,  had  the  ho- 
nour to  kiss  his  Majesty's  hand,  and  the  proces- 
sion returned  to  the  Privy  Chamber. — The  cere- 
mony was  pcrfoimed  in  his  Majesty's  closet  before 
tlie  drawing-room,  several  of  the  great  officers  of 
the  court  being  present. 

Cro-vn-O^ce,  Apr\l  xc,  1803. — Memhej<,  returned  l/y 
urvc  ht  this  present  F.irliumciit. — Town  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed — Francis  Sitwell.  of  Barmoor  Castle, 
in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  Esq  and  Alex- 
ander Allan,  ot  Baker-street,  St.  .Vfary-la-Kone,  in 
the  County  of  Middlesex,  Esq.  in  the  room  of 
Thomas  Had  and  John  Fordyce,  Esejrs.  whose 
election  fcjr  the  said  town  has  been  adjudged  lo 
be  void. 

St.  James'  Falnce,  May  4,  iSo:;. — His  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint  \\  illiam  Earl  of 
Mansfield,  to  he  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Shire  of 
Cl.^ekmannan,  in  North  Eiiiain. — This  day  the 
Chevalier  d'Anduaga,  Envoy  Extraiirdinary  anri 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  Spain,  had  a  pri- 
vate audience  of  his  M-ijesty  to  deliver  his  Cre- 
dentials . — And  Rufus  King,  Esq.  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary from  the  Unitcil  States  of  America, 
had  an  audience  of  LcjVc  of  his  Majesty  :— 'I'o 
which  the)'-  were  respcciivcly  intiodiieed  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Hawkcsbury,  his  Majesty's 
Princi()al  Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
jnd  conducted  by  Sir  f^tepLen  Cottiell,  Knight, 
Master  of  the  Ceremonies. — The  King  was  this 
day  pleased  to  cmifer  the  Honour  of  Knighthood 
on  Colonel  Charles  Green,  William  Bnlkeley 
ifughes,  Esq.  Fiancis  Haitwell,  Esq.  and  Samuel 
Autchmoutty,  Esq 

li'h:nh,i!','M,'v  i-' — The  King  has   been   pleased 
to  gxmt   CO   Joseph    Hawker,   Esq.    lute   Ro\igc 
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Croix  Pursuivant  of  Arms,  the  Office  of  Rich- 
nioiul  HeraM,  void  by  the  Piomotion  of  Ralph 
Biglarid,  Esq.  to  the  Office  of  Norroy,  King  of 
Arms. 

SV.  Jiimes'  Palace,  May  6. — His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Cumheiland  has  been  pleased  to  ap- 
point VJajnr  Thoraton  to  be  one  of  his  Royal 
Hiijhnfss'  Kquerries. 

E.yfricf  fio'n  Dtiilv  Papers. — The  followinfJ  CX- 
trao! -liiiaiy  cnnimunicanou  in  a  morning  piint  of 
Satuidiy  (the  y^h  instawt')  excited  much  doubt 
and  anxiety,  and  operated  ,i  complete  stagnation 
of  all  moiiicd  concerns  in  the  city  : — 

"  TIMkS  OFFICE, 
"  Satuttlay  Morning,  Half  fait  Tivo  o'chck. 
•'  We  stop  the  press  to  atinounce  the  arrival  of 
"  Mr.  Silvester,  with  dispatches  irom  Lord  W'hit- 
"  worth,  Hud  aUo  a  French  courier,  with  dis- 
"  patches  tor  General  Andreossi.— ^\Ve  have  seen 
•*  a  geiitieman  who  is  also  this  moment  arrived 
"  froit!  i''ranre.  He  states,  that  previous  to  hi:; 
'*  leavuig  Calais,  Mengaud,  the  French  commis- 
"  sary,  had  'Cceived  official  information  from  Pa- 
'*  ris  that  the  negotiation  had  been  amicably  ttr- 
"  minated. — hi  consequence  of  this  joyful  intel- 
"  ligcncc,  Mengaud  ordei'cd  th:it  pui>lic  denion- 
"  stratiins  of  j  ly  should  immediatcdy  take  place  ; 
"  and  when  our  informant  left  Gala's,  the  military 
«  were  assembling  to  celebrate  the  happy  tidings. 
*■*  — The  above  intelligence,  the  truth  of  which  we 
"  entertain  no  doubt,  will  at  once  iiispel  ihe  ghom, 
*■'  which  prevailed  yesterday,  frnin  the  apparent 
"  certainty  of  hostilities. — We  have  been  also  fa- 
'^  voured  with  a  sight  of  the  ?vloniteur  of  the  3d 
*'  and  4tli  inst.  and  also  of  the  .•T.igus  of  the  last 
"  date- — There  is  nothing  new  in  these  papers. 
*■'  The  French  funds  were  on  the  3d  at  53f.  25c. — 
''  At  the  audience  on  Sunday  laFt,  Mr.  Monroe, 
"  the  American  Envoy  Extraordinary,  presented 
'*  his  credentials  to  the  First  Consul." 

To  prevent  any  improper  advantage,  however, 
from  being  taken  by  those  who  might  possibly  be 
possessed  of  intelligence,  and  to  ieain  to  a  cer- 
tainty whether  the  news  was  true,  some  o\  the 
f  entiemen  of  the  Stock  Exchange  waited  on  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  to  request  the  favour 
of  his  ser.dingr  to  Lord  Ifaii  keil>ury  to  aiCcrtain  the  fact. 
His  Lordship,  with  great  politeness,  cheerfully 
acquiesced,  and  in  consequence  it  \yas  put  to  the 
Vote  at  tlie  Stock  Exchange,  whether  it  would  not 
be  most  proper  to  suspend  all  business  until  the 
answer  arrived.  Tiie  House  was  unanimous,  and 
v/aited  -virh  the  utmost  anxiety  until  three  quar- 
ters past  twelve  o'clock,  when  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor  came  to  the  Stock  Fxchange,  and  ad- 
dressed them  to  the  following  eflect :  —  His  Lord- 
ship lamented  that  he  had  inadverteutly  and  un- 
jnteutionally  been  the  means  of  so  much  mischief, 
by  announcing  the  impudent  forgery  which  liad 
been  practised  upon  him  on  Thursday  last ;  but 
he  trusted  that  the  House  would  do  him  the  jus- 
tice to  believe,  that  what  he  did  he  conceived  was 
for  the  public  good. — [Here  was  a  general  cry  of 
'_'  Yes!  Yes!"] — His  Lordship  then  stated,  that, 
in  consequence  of  their  request,  he  had  written  to 
Lord  riawkcsbury,  and  his  messenger  was  detain- 
ed until  that  moment;  that  he  had  received, 
however,  an  answer  from  Mr.  Addington,  which 
he  begged  leave  to  read  ;  it  was  as  follo\\  s  :  — 

"  My  Lord, As  Lord  Hawkesbury  is   not   at 

<'  theForeign  Office,  I  have  opened  your  Lordship's 
"  note,  conformably  to  the  v/ish  expressed  through 
"  your  messenger —If  any  information  had  been 
"  received  bv  government,  which  could  properly 
"  be  the  subject  of  public  communication,  your 
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"  Lordship  may  be  assured  that  such  coremiim- 
'■  cation  would  not  liHve  been  wiili-held. — I  teei  it, 
"  howevei,  my  duty  dif-tincily  to  caution  your 
"  tortlship  against  receivin,'^  imprcs'-ions  of  tiic 
"  desciipiion    alluded    to,   through   any  iinaml.c;- 

"  rised  channel  of  inlbrmation. 1  liave  the  ho- 

"  nour  to  be,  &c.  Hi;NRy  .'\ddingto.n." 

Doivnhig-Hreit,   Saturday  noon. 

The  lollcw'ng  rtsokiiions  were  then  put  and 
unanimously  carried,  a  copy  of  which  was  deliver- 
ed to  his  Lordship: — "  At  a  mteti-g  ot  the  men-- 
"  bers  of  the  Sioclc  Excdiange,  held  on  Saturday 
"  the  7tii  of  May,  1003. —  It  was  unanimously  re- 
"  solved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  whole  Hou.^e 
"  should  be  given  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  I^ori 
"  Ma)'ur,  for  ihc  laudable  promptitude  displayed 
"  by  his  Lordship  on  this  day,  by  communicating 
"  in  person,  to  the  members  of  the  Stock  Exchange, 
•'  zn  ollicial  answer  to  their  application. — It  was 
"  farth.tr  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  tliat  rcsolutiiii 
"  should  be  transmitted  to  his  Lordship,  in  tc?- 
"  tinioiiy  of  their  entire  satisfaction  m  his  Lord- 
"  ship's  explanation,  as  well  as  the  most  perfc.- 1 
"  conridence  in  the  solicitude  manifested  by  his 
"  Lordship  for  the  public  welfare. 
Signed,  by  authority, 

C.  H.Hancock,  Chairman." 
The  Lord  Mayor  then,  in  a  neat  speech,  return- 
ed thanks  for  the  honour  done  him;  and  assured 
them,  that  at  all  times  he  should  be  happy,  and 
feel  it  his  duty,  to  attend  to  what  he  conceived 
was  material  to  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens 
in  general,  and  to  that  Home  in  fariicu'ar. — His 
Lordship  a'terwards  went  out  by  the  door  \i-hicli 
leads  into  Broad-street,  to  avoid  the  crowd  which 
had  assembled  in  Capel-court  ;  and  the  chairman 
having  given  notice,  that,  on  the  going  round  of 
the  faille,  business  v;o«ld  commence,  th:  rattle  tv,-% 
invncdiatel))  spiung,  and  the  first  price  was  66.  They 
then  tell  to  65.  Considerable  sums  were  sold  fronr 
that  price  to  64^,  after  whirh  they  rose  to  6<^j^  for 
money,  66  foraccount,  and  leftolFat  65^  for  either 
money  or  time. 

Jamaica, — A  dissenting  minister,  named  Camp- 
bell, who  some  time  since  was  a  popuLr  preacher 
in  this  city,  lately  went  to  Jamaica,  with  the  view 
to  convert  and  enlighten  the  Blacks  ;-— the  Ma'Ms- 
trates,  however,  under  authority  of  the  law  for 
preventing  preaching  by  persons  not  duly  quali- 
fied, oidert'd  him  to  prison,  and  the  Grand  Court, 
after  three  day's  hearing,  confirmed  ihe.r  order. 
The  penalty  is  six  montlis  Mnpiisoniixut ;  but 
this  being  his  first  offence  there,  he  was  only  10 
be  confined  a  month. — In  New  England,  thev 
would  have  justly  bestowed  011  him  forty  lacki>i>j 
one, 

GiL'altar,  Jlpril  18,  1803.— On  the  14th  theAna- 
creon  transport,  with  the  88ch  regiment  on  board, 
arrived  here  from  Egypt,  on  their  way  to  Englan..!. 
They  sailed  from  Alexandria  with  the  rest  of  the 
ariny  on  the  12th  of  March,  the  embarkation 
having  taken  place  on  theiith.  They  touched 
at  Malta,  where  the  whole  of  the  other  ships  with 
the  rest  of  the  troops  had  also  arrived  before  the\' 
left  it. — His  Royal  Hlgliness  embarks  ia  a  few 
days  for  England. — By  a  vessel  in  eight  days  from 
Marseilles  we  learn,  that  they  are  pressing  evci  v 
young  man  there,  and  at  Toulon  also,  from  16  to 
26,  tor  either  the  navy  or  army. 

DOMESTIC    OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 
COPIES      OF      LKTTERb       RKSPKCTIKG      T  H  "^ 
EXPORTATION    OF     5,000    ftUARTKHS     fl  f 
SEED    COKN    TO    NORWAY,    LAID    BKFOKii 
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Til".    HOUSE    or    COJ^MONS    ON    THE    QTH 
OF    MAY,    1803. 

J^ett:'r  fion  Lord  llawte.hury  to  the  T,ords  of  the  Trea- 
suty,  dated  zj^tk  M.irch,  1803. 
RIy  Lords, — Mr.  Gyldeiijjalm,  his  Djnisli  Ma- 
-e  ty's  Ciiarge-d' AlTaiies  at  this  Coutt,   has  lepre- 
S'^ited  to  m£,  by  ordci  of  his  Government,  chat, 
owing  to  the  t^iilure  of  the  crops  of  the  Idst  tea- 
son,  the  kingci'im  of  Norway  is  at  this  moment  in 
the   inmost   diptre>3   for   every  species   of  grain. 
He    has   consequently  applied   for   permission    k.) 
export  to    that   country,   Ircm  the   ports  of  Scot- 
laud,    ^,ooo  quarters  oi   feed   corn   (oats  and  har- 
ley),     if  your  lordships  should   see  no   objection 
to  comply  with  this   request.  It   is  highly  imnor- 
Hint,  at  this  aJvauced  season,  that  no  time  should 
be  lost   iu  giving   the   necessary  orders  for   that 
purpose.  (Signed)  Hawkesbury. 

Later  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Co"imh- 
sicners    cf  Cuitans   in  Scotland,  dated   Z^lh  JSIaich, 

Gentlemen, — Lord  Hawkesbury,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Piincipal  Secretaries  of  State,  having 
rcpresenred  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treafury,  that  Mr.  Gyldenpalm,  his 
Danish  Majesty's  Charge-d'Affiires  at  this  Court, 
has  applied  for  permission  to  export  to  Norvv;ay, 
from  the  port  of  Scotland,  5,000  quarters  of  seed 
corn  (oats  and  barley)  in  conseqi\ence  of  the  dis- 
)  tressed  state  of  that  kingdom  from  the  fail- 
,  vre  of  the  crops  of  las:  season  ;  their  lordships 
^le  pleased,  under  the  circiimscaDces  stated  by 
IVIr.  Gyldeupalrn,  to  comply  with  the  request.  I 
have  therefore  received  their  lordships'  commands 
to  desir^  you  will  foitlnvith  give  the  necessary 
direction;  for  permitting  the  exportation  of  the 
aliove-mentionsd  quantities  of  oats  and  barley  to 
Norway  accordingly.      (Signed)     John  Sargsnt. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaniry  to  the  Q^.mmis- 
iioncn  of  Customs  in  iro/Zand,  dated  Jipril  i^,  1  803. 
GfcXTLE.Mr.N, —  It    being   in    contemplation    to 
i;^ue   an   Order   in    Council    to   permit  a   certain 
quantity  of   seed  corn  to  be  sent  to  Proiuiiieni   in 
'Norway,   and  several  vessels   having  been    loaded 
ior   that    purpose!,.  ;is    mentioned  in   the  enclosed 
papei  ; — r  have   received    the   comraands  of   the 
Lords  ij'ftrrimisfitiners  of  his    Majesty's  Treasury 
to  desire,  that  you  will   give   tli^  necessary  orders 
to  permit  the  s.-iid  vessels  to  clear  out  and  sail  tor 
that  place  accordingly  ;  and  to  cancel   the   coast- 
ing  bonds. The  Order   in  Council   alluded   to 

vill  be  transmitted  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

(Signed)  N.  Vansit  lAKT. 

Names  of  Ships  nnd  M-nUrs  engaged  to  take  Pnit  'f  the 
Seed  Griii'i  iriti':ded for  Dcnmuik;   iiiz. 
rhe  Lady  Ridiers,  Smith,  Master,  at  Lynn,  load- 
ed \viih  1,000  quarters  bailey;   ready  for  sea,  and 

only   waiting  perniission   to   sail. The   Calne, 

:Joseph  Sranlord,  iMaster,  vyith  6co  quarters  bar- 
'ley,  :at  Varmoutli ;  ready  fov  sea. — -The  M-irga- 
rct,  jnlwi  Bishop,  Master,  witli  6.:^o  quarters  bar- 
ley,  also    at    Yarmouth;    ready   for  sea. .The 

Piamond  i^acktr,  James  Nesbitt,  Master,  in  load- 
ing at  Berwick  ;  will  carry  about  600  a.  620  quar- 
ters of  oais.  Scott,  Harris,  and  Co. 
Lo'ido'i,  .-Ip'il  13,  1S03. 

Notice  issued  by  the  Commissioners  for  CLiitns  under  the 
Convention  luuh  th'.  United  States  of  jlmerica,  dated 
from   their  Ojf,ce,    Great  Mui ILorough  Street,  May  7, 


Whereas  by  an  Act  paired  In  this  present  Ses- 
sion   of  Parliament,   intituled  "  An  ^ct  for  ap- 
"   pointing    Commissioners    for    tlistributing   the 
"  Money    stipulated   to   be   paid    by  the   United 
"   States  of  Ameiica,  uadir-  the  Convention  made 
"  between  his  Maj.e.?ty  and  the  said  United  StateSj 
"  among   the  Persons   h.rviirg  Claims  to  Compen- 
"  sation   oirt   of  srrch   Money;"  Thomas  IMacdo-r 
nald,  Esq    Kenty  i'v^  Rich,  Esq.  and  JoJin  Guil- 
lemard,  Efq    are-  con  /itrrtcd  arrd   appointed  Com- 
missioners  for   tlie   purposes   aforesaid  ;  and  it  is 
enacted   that   the   adjirdication   of  sucli  Commis- 
sioners, or  any  two  ui  them,  as  to  all  claims  made 
for  compensation  out  of   .such  ir,oncy,  and  also  as 
to  the   apportioiimtrit   or   distri'oirtion   thereof  as 
aforesaid,   shall    be    frnal    and    CMnclaslve  :     And. 
whereas  it   is  thereby    further   enacted,  that    no, 
claim  or  request  of  any  person  or  persons  under 
the  said  Act,  shall  be  received  after  the  first  day. 
of  June,    1804:   Atid  whereas   his  Majesty  by  the 
said  Convention   (dated   the   8th  day  of  January, 
1 80;),  consented  to   accept  of  the   said  money  so. 
to  be  paid  by  the  said  United  Spates,    (an'iountinw 
in  the  whole  Ui  f6DO,coo  sterling),  for  the  use  of 
the  persons  deJCiibed  in  the  Sixth  .'\rticle  or  the 
Treaty   of   Ajmity,   Commerce,   and    N'avigationjj 
concluded  at  London,  on  the  4tii  d.iy  of  Novem- 
ber,   1794,    I'Ctween    his    NTajesty    a,nd    the    sai4 
UrriteJ  States,  in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the 
money  which  the  United  States  might  h.ave  beer^ 
liab'e   to   priV  in   pursuance  of  the   provisions  of 
the  said   Sixth   Article — All  persons  who  think 
themselves  errtitled,  as  being  within  the  descrip-. 
tion  of  the  said  6th  Article  ot  the  said  Treaty,  ant^ 
the  meaning  of  the  said  Convention,  to  claim  un- 
der  tlie   sard    Act;    and   who   have   not  alre-idy 
preferred   claims    at    this    OfFrce    under   the  said; 
Convention,   pursuant   to    and    in    terms    of    the 
notice  in  the  London  Gazette  of  the  nth  day  oS; 
September  last,    (which  claims    so   preferred    in 
terms  of  the  a.riei  noirce,    will  be  lield   and   con.si- 
dercd   by  the   said  Comniissioncis  as  claims  under 
the  above  Act  of  Ir'arbament,)  arc  hereby  required, 
wiiiriJut  delay,  anci  at  farthest  on  orhet'oiethe  said, 
first  day  of  |une,    1S04,   wiien    tire   siim   total   of. 
claims   will    be   finally  made    up  and  ascertained  5^ 
to  present  anil  deliver  at  this  ofii(;:e,   their    respec- 
tive claims,    in  the  form  of  memorials,   addressed 
to  the  Commissioners  under    the  sard  Act  of   Par- 
liament,  and  duly  signed   by  the  parties,   or   their- 
agents   respectively  authorised   for   that   purpose, 
with  such  relative  lists  or  schedules  of  debts   and, 
debtors  as  the  several  cases  may  admit   of  ..i    re- 
quire ;  the   said   memorials   and   relative    lists    or 
schedules  distinctly  setting  foith  the  several  points, 
enumerated  and   described   in   the  said  former  no- 
tice under  tliG  convention;   of  which   former  no- 
tice, printed  copies  will  be  delivered  at  this  office 
to  all  who   shall   apply  for  the  same. — -And  inas-; 
much  as  claims  have  ahe-ady  been  received,  undqr 
the  said  convention,   10   a   much    greater   amount 
than  the  money  to   be  distributed,   and  the  com- 
missioners, while   they  prevent,   as  far  as  in  them 
lies,  all  unnecessary  dr,-.cu6sion  and  delay,  will  ne- 
vertheless proceed  so  as  to  ensure  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  means  of  full  in\  cstigation,  and. of  equal 
justice  to  all  concerned,   notice  is    hereby  given. 
That  the  several  claims,  schedules,  and   accounts,' 
with  a  list  of  all  the  claimants,   will  be   open   at;' 
this  office  for  the  inspection  of  every  claimant,  cr 
the  authorised  agent    of  tucli  claimant,  wlio  may 
state    such  objections   in  wiiting  (duly  signed   by 
such  claimant  or  agent)  as  he  may  desire  to  have 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  commission- 
ers ;  which  objections  the  said  commissioucrs^  if 
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tb.cy  see  cause  so  to  do,  will  p'lowtl^e  le^pective 
claimants  ■against  whose  clai  ..s,  in  the  wnolc  or 
in  pa.r,  the  same  shall  be  iirert>,d,  to  iee  ?vnd 
answer;  such  inspection  o'  clain-.  ti'*  \)e  mac\e  in 
the  manner,  md  accord' if.  to  the  rule,  which, 
with  the  generil  Midt-r-,  o  :tT  lionrd  'brn  ".ilaMng 
the  course  of  lii:  )•  jccediii'^;  h.t'crc  them  w  I!  o^ 
communicated  at  this  ofu-^e  liy  'ad.r  oi  ih  con  - 
missioners.  J.  \V.  :  Iav,  Sec. 

jft  ii  i-neral  mut'ri^  ^/''"^  M.rti.fictncri  of  Silk  Hand- 
k-'ckicfi,  utt.l  others ''Otcertifd  i/i  i/i  ;f  '••'ancfi  of  Oadc, 
htlit  i:t  ■•;<;  L''::kn  TtiVfin  on  the  d.l-i  i'.sf-mf,  to  ci- 
sidei  ■j  the  fi'j','  %c,l  admitlibn  'J  L;cl  a  Silk  Hanlk-r- 
thuf\  for  Ho'nf  (J  nit'^nf-  i'li.  su>>i  ■■:  ro  certain,  Di-ti's. 
—  Mr,  ■i/.ififn  .'(  L.ea,  in  the  C'-'  ar. 
The  tQtinei"  miiui-es  v/e:e  r  .;d  and  conarmcJ. — 
Receive',  ana  re  ul  commiMications  from  Man- 
chc  -ti .  and  Maccles'ieh^,  and  tl;^  rfsolutions  of  the 
pubh'c  meeting  ot  Mac.  .eslu-kl. —  The  h;Uowing  re- 
soluti'  !ii  wee  passpT'  uhko'v-  >usly  :-r^rst,  'I'hat 
the  leii  in- trai'c..s  oi  ;hesi!k  .lacle.  throngh  iheic 
committc  opp.vinteJ  it  the  geueral  incetitig  of  the 
i8rh  of  iruary,  ag.unst  the  inteiiaeii  pei mission 
to  im;)  I  udia  "-iilc  ';  •.D^'iiierchies  for  )i  )me  ci^n- 
sumpfion,  having;  "'.'-:  j^  dccit'eJ  oppotuion  fio.'i 
govcinmcnr,  it  -s  t  •  '^pini^  a  of  this  meetiuj;,  that 
as  the  admission  ot  i  idia  silk  handkerchiefs  under 
auy  tint/,  however  hig  ;  .v  :ulu  iaevit.ibly  ruin  the 
silk  hi-idkcrchi-t  -a>. ■  ifactory  of  this  country, 
whic !,  pives  emp!  yuient  toihowsands ;  and  would 
iTioreovc-  serve  probahly  as  a  precedent  '.or  a  si- 
milar permisann  to  'mpnrt  India  silk  piecegof  d-, 
to  th"'  (Jesi  iiirrion  or  the  vvh;>le  o+"  the  Bricisli  -.dk. 
rnaaulaci')r\ ,  it  her  "imes  tlie  indispansalije  duty 
oi  ail  persons  onceined  in  the  silk  trade  of  this 
country,  to  resist,  as  strong/y  as  possible,  that 
cl.^useof  the  consolidation  bill  aboi;t  to  be  intro- 
duced iatt>  the  Hon.  I  he  Houie  of  Commons, 
•which  would  allow  India  silk  handkerchiefs  to  be 
imported  into  this  country  for  home  consumption, 
subject  to  certain  duties — zd.  rh,it  a  petition, 
signed  by  si.'  per.'ons  interested  in  the  silk  trade, 
be  presented  to  t!ie  H'ju.  the  Hojse  of  Common?, 
prayin;^  wi  be  hea'd  by  counsel  ag  .inst  such  part 
of  the  said  bill. — jd.  That  the  committee  apooint- 
^J  at  tlie  former  meeting  he  continued,  and  be  re- 
questid  to  draw  up  the  siid  petition,  and  attend 
its  progress  through  the  Hou->e. — 4th.  That  the 
committee  be  requested  to  wait  on  1  he  R.ight  Hon. 
the  l^otd  Mayor,  and  H.  C.  Combe,  E-vq.  ptaying 
them  ro  present  this  petidon,  and  to  wait  on  the 
other  ntemliers  for  this  city,  the  members  for 
Middlesex,  Chester,  Staffordshire,  Coventry,  and 
other  parts  ot  tlac  country  interested  in  the  siik 
trade,  praying  thcit  support. — 5th.  That  the  c<mv 
mlttee  be  dcsirc-d  to  dra\v  up  a  particular  siate. 
inent  of  the  gionads  upon  which  this  innovation 
is  opposed,  and  that  the  same  be  printed,  and  a 
copy  sent  to  every  member  of  the  Hon.  the  House 
of  Commons.— 6th.  That  it  appears  to  this  meet- 
ing, that  increased  duties  have,  from  time  to  time, 
bce:i  intposed  on  tiie  importation  of  silks  without 
an  increare  of  drawback;  it  is  recommended  to 
the  committee,  to  consider  of  the  best  mode  to 
olitaia  the  equalization. — 7th.  that  the  resoUi- 
tioQS  of  this  meeting,  sic;nt-d  by  the  chairman,  be 
pultH.-^hed  in  such  Morning  and  Evening  Papers  as 
the  committee  may  direct. 

(.Signed)  Ricuard  Lea,  Chairman. 

Fkknch  Funds.  Tiers  Consol  des. —  May  ist. 
53.  40. — 3d.  5:;.  20. — 4th.  53.  25.— jih.  53.  10. 
7th.  54.  25. — I^th.  54.  75. — Moniteurs  to  the  9th 
have  been  rcceivcdj  but  the  Ust  contains  ao  pvke 
9f  funds. 


General  Distiibutioii  if  the  British 
^■Irnj,  May  1,  1803. 

E'lgb  \<l  and  Wales ,  . . 

l^oith  Britain 

Ireland     

Jersey,  Guernsey,    &c 

Gibraltar 

Egypt  and  Malta 

Canada,  Nova  S(  otia,  &c 

We.st-lndies 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Goree,  &c, 
East-Indies,  and  oi!  Passage  to 
On  Pass.'.ge  to  England  or   Ire. 

Total....    . 
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Er.  N.\vy,  1st  May. 
In   Port   and  ti:ting.   and  with 

scaled  orders       

English   and  Irish  Ciannils  .. 
Downs  and   North  Se.<   ...... 

West-Indies  ctnd  Passage    . .  . . 

Jam-iica  station    

^^merica  and  Newfoundland  . . 
Cipe  of  G.  H'.ipe,  East-Indies, 

Coast  of  Africa.     

Poi  tugal  and  Gib'  altar    

Mediterranean  ^nd  on  Pa  sage 
Hospital  'AiiC'.  Ptibon  Ships 

Total  in  Commission   .. 


•c  1  S. '  o 


Receiving  ships   ........ 

Serviceable  and  lepaiiing 

In  Ordinary  

Building     

Total., 

ORDINARY. 

Portsmouth   

Plymouth 

Ciiatham    

Sheerness 

River.. . .  . . 


Total. 
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13  Oi  8  2 
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1     20  21, 

6     21  4 
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COBBETT'S  ANN 


PRICES  CURRENT  IN  LONDON. 


Rng.Wheatprq.47.f.  toGis 

Rye 3-2  ..35 

B:irl?y -21  ..20 

iVlah 41  .  .40 

Oats }  j  . . '-!  1 

Pease  i^ white ;.. . .   S6  . .  4-2 

Beans  (horse  I 30..  34 

Flour  per  sack  . .    43..  47 

Seconds 40  .  .43 

Coals  per  chal . .  . .  50  . .  oo 


Hops  per  cwt.  :  oos  to  i  f>os 
Hay  per  load, . . .  oo  . .  l-:0 
Beel,  per  st.  4s.4d,  to  5s.sd. 
Mutton  .5s.  0(1.  toOs  Od. 
Veal  ....  :)■;.  od.  toGs.  3d. 
"ork. ...  4s.  4d.  to  ,'>s.  4d. 

Tallow 4s.    2d. 

Av.ofSuc;ar  pr  cw.4is.5d. 
Salt,  per  Bushel  ]4s.i0t'. 
l.read  gd  the  Qaar.  Loaf. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Press-Gangs. — At,  and  in    tb.e  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Newcastle,  some  very  serious 
disturbances   liave   taken   ]ilacc   in    conse- 
cnence  of  the  impress  service.     The  mis- 
chief appears  to  have  arisen,  ciiietiy,  from 
an  advertisement,  inserted  by  some  of  the 
sbi/i-czo;:a-s,  in  a  paper,  the  editor  of  which 
has  loiig  been  famed  for  his  disloyalty.  These 
persons    admit  the  necessitv  ot    the  impress 
.service  fir  the  purpose  of  manning;  the  iieet, 
but  they  are  by  no  means  of  opinion,  that 
the  acconi'dishment  of  th:-it  object  ought  to 
interfere,   for    ever  so    short   a  time,    with 
their  individual  interests!   This  combiriafion 
was,   however,    broken    by  th.e   more    res- 
pectable class  of  Ship-owners,  who  seemed 
lully  sensible  ot  the  criminal  folly   of  their 
brethren.     Nevertheless,  as  it  is  much  ea- 
-sier  to  foment  than  allay  a  malcontent  spirit, 
a  very  troublesome  op]iosit;on  to  the  service 
has  been  raised  amongst  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people,   which  has   produced   conse- 
quences far  from  being  pleasant.     His  Ma- 
jesty's officers  ha\  e  been  in'^uited  ;  in  some 
instances,  ads  of  violence  have  been  com- 
mitted against   them  and   tlieir  men  ;  and, 
we  are  well  informed,  that  a  boat  from  the 
Lapwing    has    been    even   fired   into   from 
jVewcastle    bridge. — That  a  vile  democra- 
tic printer,  that  is  to  say,  a  rebel  by  prin- 
ciple,   and  almost  by  trade,  should  endea- 
vour to  create  so  mischievous  a  disposition, 
is  not  at  all  wonderful;  but,  that  his  nefa- 
rious efforts  should  be  contenanced  by  any 
porlion,  however  small,  of  the  ship-owners 
of  Great-Britain,     i^-   a  circumstance   that 
could   not   fail  to  excite  both    astom'shment 
and   indignation,  at   any    time,    and   esp;e- 
cially   at  this  moment,  v\hen   their   whole 
body    is    petitioning  H  s    Majesty's   Parlia- 
mi-nt  for  a  repeal  of  the  tonnage  duty,  uporf 
the   express  i)lea,  that  tlieir  ships  are  the 
mtrsery  ivhrre  seamen  are  raised  for  the  Royal  Navy! 
This   is  the    ground,    and    tb.e    only   good 
ground,  of  tb.eir  petition.  It  is  w'ell  known, 
the  experience  of  ages  has   proved,  that  a 
numerous  ileetcann'>tbe  expeditiously  man 
jied   without    the   aid    <n    press-rangs.      If 
therefore,    the  ship-owners  oppo  .e   this  es- 
tablished, this  alsolulcly  neccirAry  mode  of 
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obtaining  seamen  from    their  ships,    those 
shi])s  are  a  species  of  jMoperty  entitled  to 
no  more  favour  than  dwelling-houses,  barns 
or  stables  are  entitled  to.    The  Royal  Navy- 
is  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  ho- 
nour, the   security,    the   independence,    of 
the  country:    its   object   is    to  protect  the 
persons  and  the  property  of  ail  His  Majes- 
ty's   subjects-,     but,  it   cannot    be    denied, 
that  it  yields  a  mf)re  immediate   protection 
to  mercantile  mariners  and  the  mercantile 
marine  than  to  any  other  class   of  subjects 
or  any  oth.er  sort  of  property.  The  farmer  or 
mechanic  may,  without  much  offence  against 
reason,  be  supposed  capable  of  entertain- 
ing  doubts  of  the   necessity   of  a  fleet    of 
men  of  war,  the  Oj)erations  of  which  are  so 
distant  from  the  scene   of    his    calling  and 
the  seat  of  his    property;     but,    the    ship- 
owner must  know,  that,  without  the    pro- 
tection of  the  Royal  Navy,  his  trade  must 
instantly  cease. — And,  as-lo  the /t'^Y?//7v  and 
justice  oi'  the  impress,  considered  in  respect 
to  the  seamen  impressed,  the  man  must  be 
\'ery  ignorant, or  incorrigibly  perverse,  who 
calf;  either  in  question.     The  warrants,  in 
virtue  ot  whicli   the   impress    is    executed,, 
are  as  legal  as  any  warrant  whatever  j    and, 
what  ship-owner,  what  mariner,  does  not 
know,  when  he   becomes   a  mariner,    that 
he  Vv'i'l   be  lialile    to  the  impress?   This    is 
one   of  the    conditions^    on   which  he  enters 
the  profession,  and  on    which  he  demands 
and  enjovs  the  numerous  advantages  there- 
uiUo   belonging.       If    we    look    round    the 
country  v^■e  shall  find,  that  no  small  portion 
of  its  wealth  belongs  to  men  who  have,  ia 
one  i\  ay  or  another,  followed  the  sea.  And, 
if  tliat  property  is  saved,  if  they  have  been 
too,    protected  in   its  acquirement   by    the 
navy  of  the  country,  shall  they  not  be  called 
on  to  contribute  towards  the  support  of  that 
navy.?  The  mercantile  marine  of  the  whole 
empire  does  not  employ   less  than    300,000 
persons,   not   more,    perhaps,  than    30,000 
of  whom    are   ever,  at  any   one  time,    im- 
pressed into  the   service  of  their   country; 
and,  is  this  contributing  too   largely  to   the 
support  of  that,  without  which  their  whole 
profession   must   immediately    perish?  The 
militia  is  not,  indeed,  raised  by  press-gangs; 
but,  it  is  not  composed  of  volunteers.     The 
soldiers  are  comjielled  to  come   into  the   ser- 
vice, and  a  service,   which,  thotagli  it  does 
not  take  them  out  of  the  kingdom,  is  much 
more  contrary    to    their   habits   and   tlieir 
inclinations,  than    that    of   the    fleet    can 
possibly  be  to  the  seamen  of  the  mercantile 
marine,  who  have  been  inured   to  the   ele- 
ment on  which  they  are  to  serve, and  whose 
minds  are  accustomed  to  long  absence  frona 
relations  and  friends.  As  to  the  comjiensatioti^ 
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too,  what  poor  man's  calling  offers  a  better 
or  more  secure?  In  the  first  place,  the  im- 
pressed seaman  has  a  bounty  full  as  great  as 
if  he  were  a  volunteer.  His  pay  is  nearly 
as  great  as  he  can  obtain  in  a  merchant  ship, 
bis  provisions  and  accommodations  better. 
He  has  his  chance  of  prize-money,  and,  if 
he  is  in  greater  danger  from  powder  and 
ball,  he  is  in  less  danger  from  the  wrecks 
and  other  accidents  to  which  merchantmen 
are  exposed  much  more  than  men  of  \var; 
and  alter  all,  if  he  be  disabled  or  worn  out 
in  the  service,  his  king  and  country  pro- 
vide him  with  a  comfortable  and  honorable 
maintenance  for  the  rest  of  his  days,  which 
he  may  spend  under  the  the  roof  of  a  palace 
far  surpassing  any  one  of  tlie  dwellii;gs  of 
his  sovereign,  whereas,  should  the  same  cir- 
cumstances overtake  him  in  the  merchant 
service,  he  nrast  pine  out  his  life  under  ihe 
misery  and  degradation  of  a  workhouse. — 
This  is  the  light,  in  which  the  subject  n)ust 
be  viewed,  by  every  one  who  takes  time 
to  bestow  on  it  a  careful  and  impartial  exa- 
mination; and  therefore,  we  cann(,t  but 
express  our  reprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
sny  persons  whatever,  and  particularly 
ship-owners  who  attempt  to  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  impress  service,  by  the 
means  of  which  only,  the  Royal  Kavy  can 
possibly  be  manned. 

Stock  Jobbing  Nation. — The  IMercure 
de  France  of  the  2Uth  of  March  last,  has 
the  following  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the 
London  stock  jobbers. — "Mltherto,  we  have 
"  been  able  to  discover,  in  the  minds  of  the 
"  English,  little  more  that  the  spirit  of 
"  stockjobbing,  n'hich  seems  to  have  ac 
"  quired  new  vigour  from  the  warlike-blus- 
"  ter  of  the  ministers ;  and,  as  the  spirit  of 
"  stock-jobbing  is  no  more  than  the  parody 
"■  of  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  one  may  take 
*'  the  liberty  to  laugh  at  the  agitation  it  pro- 
''  duces,  I'he  gaping  inhabitants  of  the  Lon- 
"  don  'Change,  look,  with  great  solicitude, 
"  towards  the  stocks  in  France,  to  see  whether 
"  they  rise  or  fall :  doubtless,  if  there  were 
"  stock-jobbers  in  France,  they  would  look 
"  to  the  stocks  of  London,  in  order  to  know 
"  what  value  to  set  on  the  credit  of  their 
"  own  country.  Miserable  game  !  at  which 
*'  Frenchmen  forn>erly  had  to  blush  :  se!- 
"  lish  calculation!  which  can  never  grow 
"  up  amongst  an  agricultural  people,  with- 
"  out  producing  the  total  extinction  of  pub- 
"  lie  spirit,  but  which  suits  very  well  in  a 
"  nation,  where  every  thing  is  bought  and 
"  iold,  where  the  government  is  compelled 
"'  to  buy  even  the  power  of  governing  !"( I ) 
■ — If  such  v/ere  the  sentiments  of  this  writer, 

(i)  Mprcare  dc  France,  p.  84. 
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two  months  ago,  what  must  he  think  of  us 
now  ?  What  must  he  think  of  the  nation, 
which  has  been  disturbed,  to  the  remotest 
corners  of  its  territory,  by  a  mere  waggish 
trick,  played  off  on  the  Mayor  of  one  of  its 
cities,  and,  a  second  time,  by  a  paragraph  in 


one  of  its  news-papers?  These  are  most 
alarming  symptoms.  They  prove  the  bod/ 
politic  to  be  in  a  state  of  fearful  feebleness. 
Its  nerves  are  shattered.-— It  starts  and  trem- 
bles at  every  report. — The  events  of  the  last 
week  have,  wc  fear,  stamped  the  character 
of  the  British  public  for  ever,  or,  at  least, 
till  some  great  and  strong,  and  perhaps  vio- 
lent remedy  be  adopted  for  the  cure  of  the 
money-loving  malady,  which  now  weighs  us 
down  to  the  earth.  What  that  rfrmedy  will 
be,  or  whence  it  is  to  come,  we  know  not ; 
but,  this  we  venture  to  assert,  th.U  England 
Cannot,  with  its  present  feelings,  long  con- 
tinue to  be  an  independent  nation. — Our 
readers  will  do  us  the  justice  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  we  long  ago  predicted,  ihat  it 
would  be  on  the  side  of  the  iunds,  which 
France  would  first  attack  us.  We  then 
stated,  that,  with  our  present  funded  debt, 
it  was  impossible  to  maintain  public  credit, 
while  there  was  a  power,  who  could  raisj; 
and  sink  our  funds  at  its  Dicasure.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible i  and,  therefore,  that  debt 
must  be  destroyed,  or  we  must,  by  some 
means  or  other,  get  rid  of  that  vienacing 
pozvcr,  which  France  has  acquired  over  us, 
and  which  she  now  exercises,  with  so  much 
address  and  indolence  on  her  part,  and  with 
so  much  folly  and  cowardice  on  ours;  It  is 
asserted,  and,\ve  believe,  upon  no  very  weak 
foundation,  that  the  French  have,  gained 
two  nnlthina  in  the  Briiish  funds,  since  the 
dale  of  the  King's  message.  Of  this  sum  a 
part  has  passed  over  to  France  in  cash,  the 
rest  has  been  and  is  now  passing  in  merchan- 
dize, through  various  channels,  and  the 
effect  is  felt  amongst  our  bankers  and  other 
speculators  in  stock.  \Ve  now  feel  the  sa- 
lutary, the  practical  influence,  of  that  "  ca- 
"  p  ta!,  credit,  and  confidence,"  which  Lord 
Hawdtesbury  and  his  worthy  colleague  held 
forth  as  the  "  best  securily"  to  Great  Britain. 

While,  therefore,  France  i*  gaining  so 

immensely  in  this  way,  as  well  as  by  the 
base  folly  of  the  English  nobility  and  gentry, 
who  are  daily  making  a  pilgrim^ige  to  kiss  the 
boot  of  the  First  Consul,  that  nation  would 
be  vaxy  foolish  not  to  keep  peace  with  us  on 
almost  any  terms.  A  little  quarrel,  a  me- 
nace of  war,  about  three  times  a  year,  would 
eflect  her  object  much  sooner  than  it  could 
possiby  be  eltected  by  any  other  means. 
"  France,''  said  Mr.  Windham,  in  his 
speech  upon  the  Preliminaries,  "  will  be 
"  under  no  necessity  to  go  to  war  with  us  \ 
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"  and  notllng  hut  ler  oTUn  Inieinperance  and  in- 
"  iolence,  and  an  opiniim  of  our  endurance  and 
"  iveahiess,  beyond  even  Kvhat  they  may  hs 
"  found  to  deserve,  can  force  upon  us  that  ex- 
*'  tremi'v.  She  his  much  surer  and  safer 
"  means  of  going  to  work  ;  means  at  the 
"  same  time  sufficiently  quick  in  their  ope- 
^'  ration  to  satisfy' any  ordinary  ambition  : — 
^'  she  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  trust  to  the 
*'  progress  of  her  own  power  in  peace, 
•'  (juiclccncd,  as  often  as  she  sLill  se:  occasion, 
f  hy  a  smd'-t  threat  of  war.  I  cannot  con- 
"■  ceive  the  object,  which  a  judicious  appli- 
*'  cation  of  these  two  means  is  not  calcu- 
"  lated  to  obtain.  A  peace,  such  as  France 
"  has  now  made,  mixed  iviib  proportions  f  a 
"  seasonable  menace  cfivar,  is  a  specific,  for 
"  the  undoing  of  a  rival  country,  which 
"■  seems  to  me  impossible  to  fail."  (2)  — 
How  correct,  how  exactly  correct,  was  this 
opinion  ! — AVhether  the  intemperance  and 
insolence  of  France  have,  or  have  not,  been 
pushed  hcxjond  our  forLearance  is  a  question 
that  retnains  to  be  solved  ;  but,  that  she  has 

fried  them  to  the  utmost  is  certain. -If 

peace,  beloved  peace,  should,  aficr  all  be 
continued  for  some  time  longer,  the 
stock-jobber's  hope  will  not,  however, 
be  realized.  The  nation  must  keep  up 
an  establishment  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
war,  or  we  shall  have  to  arm  a-fresh,  and 
pay  new  bounties,  twice  or  thrice  ji  year. 
One  or  the  other  of  these  must  he,  or  we 
rnust  become  the  subjects  of  Frenchmen. 
The  candid  minister  now  stands  between 
the  horrors  of  wzx  and  the  greater  horrors 
of  a  financial  deficit,  whicii  will  be  disco- 
vered, to  the  eyes  of  the  most  ignorant, 
long  before  the  end  of  the  year.  War 
would  be  a  good  act  of  oblivion  for  his 
estimates  of  December  last,  and,  accord- 
ingly, the  French  writers  do  not  scruple  to 
say,  that,  to  obtain  this  act,  was  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  present  quarrel  (3).  Indeed, 
every  man  of  any  tolerable  knowledge  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  country  cannot 
but  perceive,  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
for  us  to  maintain,  for  any  length  of  time, 
the  peace  establishment  last  fixed  on,  with- 
out annual  loans  or  immense  new  taxes  an- 
nually added  to  those  already  in  existence; 
and,  that  such  a  course  would,  in  a  very 
short  space, inevitably  produce  a  failure  in  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
or  consequences  infinitely  more  fatal,  it  re- 
tjuires  no  great  sagacity  to  foretell.  There- 
fore "  the  hope  of  the  coward  must  perish." 
Something  must  be  done  to  add  to  our 
power,  or  to  diminish  that  of  pur  mortal 

(i)  Sec  Debates,  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  I162. 
(jj  JSIcfcme  dc  ffincc,  March  15. 
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enemy.  The  lovers  of  "peace  and  plenty," 
the  hypocrite,  the  coward,  the  drunkard, 
the  glutton,  the  pic  nic,  and  the  miser,  may 
continue  to  unite  their  voices  in  the  praise 
of  peace,  they  may  continue  to  despise  the 
terms  of  thit  peace,  they  may  continue  to 
revile  all  tliose  who  yet  stand  up  for  na- 
tional honour  J  but,  neither  their  praise  nor 
their  revilings  shall  avail  them  aught ;  that 
honour  must  be  regained,  or  their  v/ealth 
and  their  luxury  shall  be  destroyed,  and 
they  themselves  shall  become  the  most 
wretched,  as  they  already  are,  the  basest  of 
mankind, There  are  some  persons,  who. 


adopting  the  opinion  lately  quoted  by  us 
from  a  daily  paper,  seem  to  think,  that  a 
remedy  for  all  our  evils  is  to  be  found  in  a 
7nere  change  of  ministry,  without  any  subse- 
quent sacrifice  or  exertion  on  the  part  of 
the  country.  "  Give  us  Mr.  Pitt,"  say 
they,  "  only  give  us  Mr,  Pitt,  and  we  shall 
"  think  ourselves  perfectly -safe!'  Aiid  why  ?■ 
We  should  be  glad  to  know  why  ?  Is  it 
supposed,  that  Mr.  Pitt  can  curtail  the  sea- 
coast  of  the  French,  which  now  sweeps 
round  one  half  of  the  Continent  of  Europe  1 
Can  he  make  Buonaparte  disband  any  por- 
tion of  his  army  ?  Can  he  prevent  the  sud- 
den rise  of  a  French  naval  force  ?  Can  he 
reduce,  greatly  reduce,  the  establishments 
of  England,  without  hazarding  tlie  salety 
of  the  country?  If  he  cannot  do  these 
things,  he  can  bring  no  security  in  peace. 
Und(.)ubtedly  the  French  would  not  insult 
him  as  they  have  done  his  creatures  ;  they 
would  proceed  more  cautiously,  perhaps  not 
quite  so  fast  as  they  hitherto  have  done, 
but  their  object  would  be  still  the  same  j 
and,  It  is  by  no  m.eans  unlikely,  that  cju- 
tion  and  a  relaxation  of  pace  v,-ould  only 
render  its  accomplishment  the  more  sure. 
It  is  the  immense  disproportion  of  that  re- 
lative state,  in  which  we  were  placed  by 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  that  must  be  got  rid 
of,  before  any  reasonable  man  will  see  a, 
hope  of  safety  for  England,  and  this  is  to 
be  done  only  by  war  ;  yes,  horrid  as  is  the 
sound,  war,  war,  another  war,  c  successful 
zuar  against  Fra?ice,  is  the  remedy,  and  the 
sole  remedy^  for  the  disease,  v/Wch  is  now 
eating  out  the  heart  of  the  kingdom. 
"■  What !"  say  the  slavish  crew  who  have 
been  crouching  at  the  feet  of  Buonaparte, 
"  would  yoi;  go  to  war  in  order  to  driva 
"  the  French  within  their  ancient  Unfits  ? 
"  You  are  mad." — .Mad  as  we  are,  you  de- 
generate beings,  the  nation  must  think  v/itti 
us,  and  act  up  to  its  thoughts,  or  your 
splendid  mansions  will  'ere  long  change 
possessors,  the  emblems  of  your  honours 
will  be  trampled  in  the  dirt,  while  yoa 
yourselves  will  shift  places  with,  those  v.'iiO 
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row  eat  tlie  crums  tliat  fliU  from  your 
tables.  Mad,  indeed  !  This  charge  is  never 
preferred  against  the  silly  ministry  who 
made,  and  the  sickly-brained  Patliament 
who  approved  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
That  imbecility  which  looked  for  strength 
jti  the  credit,  capital,  and  conlidence  of 
four  hundred  miserable  jews;  that  canting 
enthusiasm  which  bids  us  rely  on  Provi- 
dence while  we  were  too  base  to  use  the 
means  which  Providence  had  placed  in  our 
hands;  those  fits  and  lucid  intervals  which 
one  day  dictated  a  remonstrance  in  favour 
of  the  Swiss,  and  the  next  day  abandoned 
them  to  their  fate ;  ".vhich  one  day  ordered 
the  retention  of  the  Cape,  and  the  next  its 
surrender.  None  of  these  are  called  mad- 
ness ;  no  fear,  however  groundless,'  no  reli- 
ance, however  absurd,  no  assertion,  however 
false,  inconsistent,  and  contradictory,  no- 
thing is  thus  stigmatized,  unless  it  leads  to 

■War;    nothing  is  madness  which   does  not 

call  for  exertion,  which  does  not  point  to 

national  valour  as  the  only  source  of  national 

hope.      Except  this,    nothing   is    excluded 

from  some  share  of  wisdom :  money  and 

tnanufaclures  ;  the  nasal  twang  of  a  metho- 

distical  iiose ;    the   extermination   of  bull- 
dogs ;  the  converting  of  negroes  into  saints  ; 

Sunday  schools  for  making  scholars  of  those 

■*vhose  business  it  is  to  delve  :  soup-shops  for 

feeding  those  who  are  too  idle  to  work  and 

too  proud   to  beg  ;  the  abolition  of  tithes; 

thick    handkerchiefs    for    ladies    bosoms : 

each  of  these,   as  being  the  means  of  national 

iahiation,     has     its     numerous      partizan'^, 

■while,  in  resistance  of  France  and  her  half 

a   million  of  soldiers,    to    use  powder  and 

steel,   to   call  on  the  people  to  buckle  on 

their  armour,  is  almost  universally  regarded 

^%  madness  ! — Such  a   nalion  cannot,  it  will 

not,  a'jd  it  ought  not,  to  remain  independent. 

It  voluntarily  bows  its  neck  to  the  yoke  of 

a  foreign  power,   and  that  yoke  it  ought  to 

wear. 

FiNANCfe  AND  Tkadk- — The  deceptions, 

en   these  subjects,  are  kept  up  with  unre- 
mitted attention.     The  following  article  we 

have  extracted  from  a  daily  paper  called  the 

Oracle. — "  Notwithstanding  the   croaking 

"■  thai  pre-vaUs  amengst  people  in  trade,  it  ap- 

**  pears   from   the  accounts  of  the  Cu'^tom- 

"  House,  now   lying   on   the  table   Of  the 

"  House  of  Commons,  that  our  exports  a- 

"  mounted  last  year  to  £48,500,683,  which 

"  is  o£6,S00,000  more  than   the   foregoing 

"  year,  and   this  only  the   British  produce 

"  and    manufactures.        Our    foreign    mer- 

"  chandize  augmented  also  still  more  in  pro- 

"  porHon.  —  Our  exports   of  foreign    mer- 

*'  chaudize  have  trebled  since  the  year  l/O'i, 

*'  and  that  of  our  luanufaetures  and  pro- 


"  duce  has  increased  50  per  cent.     Our  im- 
"  ports   have    not    increased    nearly    in   aa 
"  equal  proportion  ;   thus  the  balance  in  ouf 
"  favour  is  great  beyond  example.   Last  year 
"  our  imports  were  06 1 ,7-50,000,  less  than 
"  the  year  before,  M'hich,  added  to  the  ( x- 
''  cess  of  the  exports,  makes  an  ang}n£ntaiion 
"  of  balance  in   our  favour  in  last  year  of 
"  ot  8,550,000."     This  article  has  been  in- 
serted in  all  the  daily  papers,  atid  has  noti  . 
perhaps,  cost  the  public  less  than  the  para- 
graph inserted  in   the  Morning  Post  on  the 
5th  instant,  comparing  the  conduct  0/ the  oppo- 
sers  of  Lord  St.  Vinrent  to  that  of  the   traitor 
Despard.  Blessed  liberty  of  the  press!  Bless- 
ed '*   palladium    of  free    men !"  Not   only 
does  it  deceive  the  people,   but  makes  theni 
pay  for  the  deception  ! — As   to   this  article  oa 
Fmance   and  Trade,   hov/ever,  we    cannot 
much  blame   the  editors  of  the  daily  papers 
for  inserting  it.     The   subject  is  one  that 
they  do  not  understand,  and,  such  is  the  na- 
ture of  their  publications,  they  have   not 
time  to  inquire   into  the  truth  of  any  state- 
ment, of- this  sort,  which  is  sent  to   them. 
It  arrives  at  their  office  at  midnight,  perhaps^ 
and  it  is  in  print  before  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning.     But,  we  request  the  editor  of  the 
Oracle  to  look  into  the  Register  of  the  23d  of 
April,  p.  584,  et  setj.  and  that  of  April  ^iOth, 
p.  614,  where  he  will  find  the  deception^ 
with  regard   to  British  produce  and  manu- 
factures exported,  completely  exposed. a 

With  respect  to  the  aiminntion  in  our  im- 
ports, which  he  seems  to  have  been  led  to 
view  as  a  favourable  circumstance,  what 
would  he  say,  if  he  were  told  that  our  owrt 
West-India  and  North  i^nierican  produce^ 
our  own  sugar,  cotton,  and  furs,  are  in- 
cluded in  those  imports  ?  This  discovery 
would  certainly  ovtrset  his  "  balance."  But^ 
the  truth  is,  that  there  has  been,  during  the 
last  year,  no  other  positive  diminution  iri 
our  imports  than  that  which  has  arisea 
from  the  falling  off  in  the  imf>ortation  of 
corn,  meal,  and  fiour,  which  was  brought 
hither  in  such  great  quantities  during  the 
preceding  year,  for  the  sake  of  the  bounty 

offered    by    Parliament. We   shall  take 

an  early  opportunity  of  going,  more  at 
length,  into  the  state  of  our  commerce  and 
navigation.  If  articles,  such  as  we  have 
here  quoted,  are  inserted  from  inadvertency^ 
we  have  said  enough  to  prevent  future  im- 
positions of  the  kind,  and,  if  their  insertion 
is  paid  for,  we  have  not  the  vanity  to  hope 
that  any  thing  we  could  say  would  have 
the  least  effect  on  those  who  insert  then!  1 
for,  of  all  the  sweet  moments  of  a  nevvs- 
monger's  sweet  life,  the  swecttrst  are  those 
which  bring  him  paid  far  paragraph-:.  i\'<J 
matii^r  wbai  it  is,  so  that  it  cuajca  accam* 
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panied  with  the  guineas.  Hence  the  never- 
ending  inconsistencies  and  contradictions 
that  are  seen  in  all  the  London  papers 
The  editor,  who  is  generally  a  man  of  some 
talent,  would,  perhaps,  reject  articles  whicli 
militate  against  his  statements  of  the  pre- 
ceding day;  but,  in  conies  the  interest  of 
the  proprietor,  and  silences  all  the  remon- 
strances of  sense,  reason,  and  conscience  ; 
and,  as  the  editor  is  not  known  to  the 
world,  his  reputation  is  not  at  stake,  and 
he  has  no  right  to  complain.  And,  yet,  it 
is  to  publications  like  these,  that  tlie  public 
look  for  information  !  It  is  in  publications 
like  these,  that  they  think  they  find  it!  It 
is  the  continuation  of  a  shameful  traffic 
like  this  which  is  styled  "  the  liberty  of  the 
pre^s,"  and  which  is  boasted  of  as  the 
"  biiih-right  of  Britons!"  Oh,  the  inesti- 
mable birth-right  !  the  right  of  being  led 
by  the  nose,  by  a  set  of  the  meanest  and 
most  ignorant  creatures  that  ever  existed 
vipon  earth  ;  the  right  of  being  continually 
agitated  and  deceived,  and  the  right  of  pay- 
ing for  that  agitation  and  deception  !  Some 
persons,  while  they  will  readily  acknow- 
ledge the  justice  of  these  remarks,  will  call 
in  question  the  prudence  of  making  them. 
Alas  !  there  is  nothing  to  be  hoped  for  from 
the  press,  particularly  the  newspaper  press, 
which  alw.iys  has  been,  and  always  will  be, 
as  long  as  it  lasts,  the  curse  of  tlie  country. 
No;  it  must  be  an  influence  quite  different 
from  this  that  will  save  this  mnnarcliy,  if  it 
be  saved  at  all.  The  people  must  act  from 
the  dictates  of  their  own  minds,  and  not 
from  the  notions  they  imbibe  tiirough  this, 
from  this  corrupted  and  all-corrupiiiig  and 
degrading  source. 


"  der  a  peace  with  her  more  secure  than 
"  the  present."  The  conclusion,  therefore, 
is,  that  "  if  there  be  a  prospect  of  our  en- 
"  i"yhTg  any  tolerable  security,  it  is  better 
"  than  a  war,  a  naval  or  colonial  war, 
"  which  can  iie-ver  lead  to  any  decisive  vic- 
"  tory  or  advantage  over  France." — But,  in 
order  to  obtain  even  this  tolerable  security, 
we  nuist  have  another  administration,  to  be 
composed,  we  presume,  wholly  of  those 
who  gave  evidence  to  the  character  of 
O'Connor,  who  said  and  who  swore,  that 
his  principles  were  ibe  same  as  tbeir  oiun. 

We  deny  that  the  war  must  necessarily 

be  "  nothing  but  a  \v?i\'  of  self -defence  ;'"  we 
deny,  that  it  is  "  on  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope alone  that  France  is  to  be  beaten  into  a 
peace  more  secure  than  the  present ;"  we 
deny,  that  "  she  is,  and  will  remain,  invul- 
nerable on  that  Continent ;"  we  deny,  that 
"  a  naval  and  colonial  war  can  never  lead 
to  any  decisive  advantage,  over  her;"  and, 
ot  course,  we  deny  all  the  conclusions  drawn 

from  these  premises. If,  by  self-defence, 

the  demagogue  means,  the  dt-fending  of  our 
country  against  final  subjugation,  our  gra- 
cious and  beloved  Sovereign  froru  the  fate 
of  Louis  XVI.  and  ourselves  Irom  the  most 
abject  slavery,  then  the  war,  if  it  takes 
place,  will  be  a  war  of  self-defence ;  but, 
that,  in  the  conducting  of  this  war,  we  are 
to  do  nothing  but  Ime  our  own  shores  and 
our  coasts,  and  there  wait  the  arrival  of 
tiie  enemy;  if  this  be  his  meaning,  we 
trust,  that  he  expresses  his  own,  and  not 
the  nation's  wishes,  for  such  a  war  would, 
most  assuredly,  be  infinitely  more  fatal  than 
even  the  continuance  of  the  present  peace 
and   of  that   "  tolerable    security"  which   it 


Maidstone  Opposition. —  J  he  persons   !   has    brought    us, That     the    Continent 


coming  under  this  denomination  have  al- 
ready taken  the  ground,  on  which  they 
mean  to  oppose  the  ^iuar,  which  thk.'y  now  re- 
gard as  unavoidable.  The  Morning  Chro- 
nicle of  the  yth  instant  contains  their  Ma- 
nifesto, which  we  are  well  assured  v/as 
written  by  Mr.  Fox  himself,  who  is  now 
preparing  to  pursue  precisely  that  line  of 
conduct,  which,  several  months  ago,  we 
said  he  would  pursue. — The  Manifesto  sets 
out  with  asserting,  that  "  necessity,  and  no- 
'•  thing  but  necessity,  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
"  the  word,  could  justify  a  war  with 
"  France;  that  the  war  could  never  be 
*'  any  thing  but  a  war  oi  self-defence,  cold, 
"  lifeless,  languid  defence."  It  next  pro- 
ceeds, thiough  a  far-fflched  chain  of  rea- 
soning, to  show,  that  "  France  is,  and  will 
"  remain,  invulnerable  on  the  Continent  of 
"  Europe,  and  that  it  is  on  the  Continent 
"  alone  that  she  can  ever  be  beaten  into  a 
"  compliance  with  any  thing  that  shall  ren- 


of  Earope  is,  for  the  far  greater  part, 
in  the  chains  of  Buonaparte,  we'll  a'low; 
but,  will  those  chains  bs  weakened,  or  will 
th^y  be  strengthened  by  timer'  Will  not 
every  future  day  of  this  peace,  as  every  past 
day  of  it  has  done,  add  new  links  and  new 
rivets  to  those  chains,  and  will  not  a  few 
more  years  of  slavery  extinguish  not  onl)'- 
tlie  hope  but  the  desire  of  freedom  ?  If 
France  is  to  be  beaten  into  a  peace  of  secu- 
rity to  us,  on  the  continent  of  Europe  onlj^ 
is  it  wise  to  suffer  her  to  extend  and  conso- 
lidate her  power  on  that  continent  }  To  the 
evils  produced,  in  this  respect  by  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  is  it  wise  to  add  the  further  and 
greater  evils  ot  another  disgraceful  accom- 
modation ?  Js  it  wise  to  do  an  act  which 
shall  convince  every  soul  upon  the  continent, 
that  there  is  no  hope  left  in  Great  Britain? 
— How  long  has  it  been  a  fact  so  very  ob- 
vious, that  no  solid  advantage  is  ever  to  be 
gained  over  France,  except  by  the  aid  of 
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the  continental  powers?  We  remember, 
that  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party  opposed  every 
subsidy  granted  to  our  continental  allies; 
we  remember  that,  for  ten  long  years,  they 
declaimed  against  all  continental  connec- 
tions indiscriminately;  and  now,  behold, 
Avhen  ihev  regard  us  as  completely  cut  oft' 
from  those  connections,  they  have  the  ef- 
frontery to  assert,  that  it  isfroni  the  injliu-iice 
of  such  coni!ectio7is  alone,  Kue  can  ever  hope  to 
obtain  a  peace  more  secure  than  the  present  ! — 
That  a  war,  merely  colonial  and  naval,  car- 
ried on  upon  the  mean  and  selfish  plan  of 
the  last  war,  would  produce  no  good  effect 
is  certain.  But,  are  we  compelled  to  re- 
peat our  former  errors  ?  Are  we  compelled 
so  to  act,  that  no  foreign  nation  shall  sym- 
pathise in  our  successes  ;  that  they  shall 
view  us  with  constant  jealousy  and  envy  ; 
that  none  of  the  glorious  deeds  of  our  navy 
shall  revive  the  hopes,  shall  awaken  the 
dormant  spirit  of  revenge,  in  the  breasts  of 
those  who  are  now  crouching  under  the 
cruel  and  impious  tyranny  of  France  ?  Is 
there  any  obligation  upon  us  thus  to  conduct 
a  colonial  and  naval  war  ;  has  Providence 
doomed  us  so  to  conduct  it?  If  not,  there 
is  hope,  great  and  solid  hope,  that,  by  a  co- 
lonial and  naval  war,  into  which  the  whole 
spirit  and  utmost  exertion  of  England, 
should  be  thrown,  and  steadily  pointing, 
through  all  the  reverses  of  fortune,  to  a  great 
and  definite  object,  interesting  to  the  world, 
not  only  our  own  lasting  security  might  be 
provided  for,  but  that  the  oppressed  con- 
tinent might  be  once  brought  into  action, 
and  its  efforts  crowned  with  ultimate  suc- 
cess ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  "  iole- 
"  rable''  or  rather  intolerable  "  security," 
purchased  by  the  great  and  numerous  sacri- 
fices of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  and  rendered, 
as  it  must  be,  still  more  intolerable  by  ano 
ther  miserable  accommodation,  must  inevi- 
tably tend  to  our  further  dishonour  and  our 
final  slavery,  in  spite  of  the  pacific  exertions 
of  Mr.  Fox. 

Maltese  Deputation'. — By  refenlng 
to  the  first  page  of  the  present  sheet,  the  rea- 
der will  perceive,  that  we  have  now  obtained 
the  sequel  of  the  dark  history  of  the  con- 
duct of  ministers  with  respect  to  the  deputies 
and  the  people  of  Malta-  We,  in  our  last, 
adduced  their  negociatioris  at  Paris  as  a  proof 
of  their  hostility  to  the  tenth  article  of  the 
disgraceful  treaty  of  Amiens ;  another  proof 
is  now  exhibited,  in  an  account,  on  the  cor- 
rectness ot  which  we  place  the  firmest  re- 
liance, of  their  conduct  at  the  publ  cation  of 
that  article  in  Malta.  They-  "  tore  it  chivn 
*'  from  nil  the  ^ilaces  ivJiere  tJie  government  had 
*'  caused  it  to  be  affixed.''''  And,  this  was  the 
sign  they  gave  of  that  ^^  satisfaction^'''  which 


Mr.  Addington  declared  they  felt ;  of  that 
"  gratitude^'"  which  he  declared  they  enter- 
tained "  towards  Great-Britain^  for  the  ter?ns /iro- 
"  eitred  them  1 1!'^  (4)  There  is  not  to  be 
found,  even  amongst  the  transactions  of  the 
present  ministry,  any  thing  so  black,  so  de- 
testable as  this.  But  the  parliamentary 
charge  against  the  ministers  is,  that  they 
with-held,  when  called  for,  the  papers  relative 
to  this  matter,  under  the  pretext,  under  the 
positive  assertion,  that  they Jmsessed  no  such  Jia- 
pers.  Lord  Temple  moved  for  papers,  con- 
taining the  statutes  of  the  order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem,  and  such  other  papers  as  might 
shew  what  were  the  rin^hts,  privileges,  and 
claims  of  that  Order.  The  answer  was,  that 
ministry  *'  had  no  oficial  dxument  on  the  sub- 
"  je^  f  (5I  and,  upon  that  ground,  and  that: 
ground  alone  it  was,  thiU  the  ministers  op- 
posed the  motion  and  caused  it  to  be  reject- 
ed, at  a  time  when  they  had  been  four  months, 
at  least,  in  full  possession  of  Number  II.  of 
the  papers  contained  in  our  last  sheet,  which 
paper  contains  the  very  information  which 
Lord  Temple  called  for.  The  parliament 
was  thus  kept  totally  in  the  dark  as  to  Malta. 
Those  who  opposed  the  treaty  saw  an  odd, 
impracticable  arrangement  ;  but  they  knew 
not  distinctly  who  was  the  injured  party  at 
Malta,  the  people  or  the  knight?.  In  ac- 
knowledging the  rights  of  the  latter,  they 
perceived,  that  these  rights  were  violated  by 
the  forced  intrusiou  of  the  Maltese  into  the 
Order;  but  with  the  rights  and  claims  the  me- 
rits and  wishes  of  the  people  of  Malta 
they  vvere  totally  unacqualnced,  and  so  thev 
wovrld  have  remained,  had  nit  the  Mal- 
tese themselves,  by  the  aid  of  their  friends, 
made  the  communication  through  the  press. 
Never  was  such  an  Itisult  ottered  to  any 
body  of  legislators,  Buonaparte's  mutes  not 
excepted.  It  was  not  thus  that  a  British 
parliament  was  formerh  treated  ;  It  was  not 
thus  that  insults  were  received  by  those 
Houses  of  Commons  who  brought  Clarendon 
and  Danby,  and  Somers  and  Portland,  and 
Oxford  to  the  bar  of  the  House  cf  Lords,  for 
advising  breaches  of  nation  il  faith,  and  for 
concluding  treaties  destructive  of  the  inte- 
rests and  the  honour  of  England;  it  was  not 
thus  tliat  our  forefathers  suffered  themselves 
to  be  trampled  on  by  France  far  the  sake  of 
exalting  and- enriching  the  ministers  ol  the 
day  ;  and  we  do  yet  hope,  that,  when  the 
parliament  and  the  nation  shall  clearly  sf  s 
into  all  the  conduct  of  the  present  selfish 
ministers,  v/hcn  they  shall  feel  the  full  weight 
cfall  the  miseries  which  the  incapacity  and 
wickedness  of  these  men  have  brought  ani 

(4)  See  i'is  Speech,  Re^^ister,  Vol.  II.    p-  12:3. 

(5)  See  Debates,  Register,  Vol.11,  p.  1^59' 


is  brirginw   upon    them;  we  do  yet  hap'* 
that  then  there  wiil  be  found  spi.ir  eno.igh  i 
the  people  to  demand,  ^.v\\  ;u\grl'y  etiou^h 
In  their  rulers  to  execute,  such  justice  upon 
the  offenders  as  shall  convince  future  minis- 
ters, that  their  r£>Jionsibility  is  not   an   eir:pt\ 
sound.     Never,    since  E;!?;land  has  been  a 
nation,  was  there  a  set  ot  men   who   could 
justly  be  charged  with  havingheaped  So  much 
calamity  upon  the  people,  so  much   .li-grace 
■upon  the  English  name;   and,  shall  not  that 
iniured  people  dem  ind  and  obtain  justice  on 
them  ?    \Ve  have  heard  more   of  resjwnsibility 
within  these  last  eighteen  months,  than  du- 
ring any  ten  years  before.     It  has  been  the 
constant  plea,  the  standing,  the   insuperable 
bar,    against   all    inquiry    whatever.     And, 
shall  this  responsibility,  this  bond  of  surety, 
at  last  dwindle  into  a  mere  name?   Shall  the 
nation   be  harrassed,  burdened,     disgraced, 
and  insulted,  past  all  enduring,  and,  shall 
they  be   told,  after  all,  that  ministerial  res- 
ponsibility   "is  not  vVorth  ^ttoy^fwtrir?  "  Shall 
the  mere  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  last  par- 
liament, approving  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
be  quoted  as  an  act   of  indemnity  and  oblivion 
for  those  who  counselled    that  destructive 
Compact?   Did  such  a  vote  save  Oxford  from 
the  Tower?  Did  such  a  vote  prevent   Darn- 
ley  from  lying  two  years  in  prison,  with  King 
Charles's  pardon  in    his  pocket?   No;   and 
wc  trust,  that  such  a  vote   will  now  be  no 
bar  to  that  justice,  which  the  people  have 
a  right  to  demand,   and  which  we  hope  they 
will  obtain,  through  the   legal  means  point- 
ed out   by  that  constitution  for  which  their 
fathers  shed  their  blood.— His  Majesty,  too, 
that  gracious  Sovereign,  who  has  made  soma- 
iiy  sacrifices   to  the  happiness  of  his  people, 
shall  he  be  deserted  by   them  at  this  awful 
Crisis  ?  Will  that  people  basely  acknowledge 
that  his  servants  have  no  responsibility,  and 
thereby   render  them    his    master,    thereby 
create  and   submit  to  the  worst   and    most 
(Odious  of  all  despotisms,    that  of  a   subject 
teigning,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  over  both 
king  and    people?  — In  order  to  come    at 
something  like  fixed  notiom   on     a   subject, 
which  we  hope   will   etc   long,  occupy  the 
attention  of  the    country,  we  propose,  in  a 
future  sheet,  to  enquire,   i.  Into  the  nature 
&nd  maxims  of  that   responsibility,  which  is 
attached  to  a  British  ministry  ;     2.  Whether 
the  conduct  of  the  present  ministers  be   not, 
when  compared  with  precedent  cases,  a  sub- 
ject that  calls  loudly  for  enquiry  ;  3.  What  are 
the  prominentandspceiiicacts  that  they  justly 
stand  charged  v/ith,  and  v/hat  resemblauce 
they  bear  to  those  acts  of  former  ministers, 
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hii  h.ve  been  im}  cachea   by  thf  House  of 
uii  n   0=  ;    4.  vVhether  the  interf-rence  of 


parliament,  in  this  res  peer,  bf-  n  l^  a'  rhe  pre- 
sent ti;nt%  pecuii,  rtv  neces-ary  to  the  cherish- 
iiigand  preterving  of  that  co-fidencc  which 
the  ppople  ever  ought  r<i  rep  j3°  in  their 
oveiei^n  and  his  governm:;nt.—  \''e  could 
have  wished  to  see  this  inrtoortant  enquiry  in 
abler  hand- ;  bur  w;  shall  not,  bv  that  con- 
sideration, b?  det^r^^d  from  the  discharg« 
rf  our  duty.  We  have  often,  heretofore, 
led  theway,  as  pioneers  in  enterprizes  finally 
crowned  with  succes-i;  and,  however  mighty 
the  present  task,  when  contrasted  with  the 
feebleness  of  our  powers.  We  cannot  help 
recollecting  and  repeating,  that  the  lion  was 
once  released  from  his  toils  by  the  patient 
nibblings  of  the  mouse. 

The  Nf.gotiation. —  Before  what  we  are  lictv 
writing  wiil  make  its  appearance  before  the  pub- 
lic, the  negotiation  with  France  will,  probably,  ht 
brought  to  a  clo^e.  Near,  however,  as  we  have 
touclied  the  verge  of  wat,  it  will,  to  us,  he  some- 
thing very  s'jrptising,  if  one  of  the  patties,  or  both 
of  them,  do  not  recede  far  enough  from  their  de- 
mands to  produce  an  accommodation.  Buonaparte 
cannot  luuh  for  war  yet ;  he  can  never  wish  for 
war,  while  he  can  sport  with  our  funds  as  he  has 
done  for  six  months  past.  A  war  ^ill,  too,  drive 
all  the  rich  and  base  English  Out  of  his  countrj--, 
and,  they  spend  there  at  the  rate  of  ^[3,000,000 
per  annum,  which,  together  with  what  the  French 
drain  out  through  tlie  channel  of  the  funds,  is  a 
source  of  riches  not  to  be  despised,  particularly 
when  it  is  considered,  that  what  is  gained  by- 
France  is  lost  by  the  nation,  whose  public  credit 
she  wishes  to  destroy. — Buoaapaitc's  preparations 
are  l)y  no  means  made.  He  wanted  Louisiana  in 
his  hands;  St. Domingo  well  settled  and  arranged; 
Martinico  and  Guadaloiipe  with  numerous  gar- 
risons; the  Cape  and  Cochin  in  the  same  state; 
his  intrigues  w.th  the  Princes  of  India  wanted  ri- 
pening; also  his  intrigues  in  Turkey;  and  the  sur- 
render of  Malta,  on  our  part,  was  a  principal  ob- 
ject with  him.  Nor  has  he  got  things  in  Ireland 
so  far  advanced  ai  they  would  have  beeri,  and,  if 
there  is  not  war,  as  they  ic//7 /ic,  in  the  course  of 
another  year,  during  which,  too,  all  his  means  of 
invasion  would  be  fully  prepared. — Situated  as  he 
is,  therefore,  he  will  feel  a  strong  disposition  to 
keep  us  in  the  miserable  state,  into  which  we  were 
plunged  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  under  the 
sway  of  a  ministry  who  seem  to  have  been  made  to 
his  hands,  and  whom  he  ought  to  make  almost  any 
sacrifice  to  preserve  in  th-cir  places,  which  nothing 
is  so  likely  to  do  as  a  continuation  of  the  name  of 
peace.— Yqy  these  reasons,  though  we  are  at  this  mo- 
ment {Tr'iday  morningl  told,  that  Lord  Whitwoith 
is  arrived  at  Dover,  we  si:il!  think  that  another  dis- 
graceful acoomniodation  will  take  pl'ce. 

Errata  in  our  last. — p.  676.  1.  34,  lead  mcm- 
brum  Regis  Corona:.— p.  687.  L  15  for  6,500— 
read  6,500,000. 

Several  Correspondents  are  rcqliesled  X6  excuse 
us  this  week.  They  shall  be  punctually  attended 
to  in  our  next. 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  LORD  AUCKLAND. 

My  Lord, — In  times  like  the  present, 
the  public  conduct  of  every  man,  be  he 
high  or  low,  ought  to  be  strictly  canvassed, 
in  order  that  the  people  may  know  on 
whom  they  can  safely  place  conHdence; 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  distin- 
guish the  true  friends  of  their  sovereign 
and  their  country  from  those  who  make  use 
of  the  affectation  of  such  friendship  as  a 
mask  to  disguise  views  which  are  directed 
solely  to  their  own  interest  and  ambition. 
Upon  this  principle,  my  lord,  without  pre- 
tending to  say  which  of  these  classes  your 
iordship  belongs  to,  I  am  about  to  compare 
jour  support  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  with 
your  former  opinions  and  professions  on  the 
subject  of  peace  with  France. 

Your  lordship  can  scarcely  have  forgot- 
ten, that,  in  the  year  IT^^,  you  wrote  and 
published  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Some  lie- 
"  marks  on  the  apparent  Ciraimsta7it;e5  of  the 
*'  JVar  hi  the  fimrth  %ueek  of  Oolcber,  l/QS," 
the  object  of  which  pamphlet  was  to  clear 
the  road  for  negotiations  with  Fraoce,  and 
to  point  out  the  terms  which  ought  to 
form  the  basis  of  a  peace  betv.'een  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  king-killing  Directors  who 
then  governed  the  Republic. — The  relative 
situation  of  the  two  powers  is  the  first 
object  of  consideration.  I  shall  now 
quote  your  description  of  that  situation, 
begging  your  lordship  to  ask  yourself,  as 
you  proceed,  whether,  at  the  time  when  the 
fatal  peace  of  Amiens  was  concluded,  we 
were  not  in  a  much  better  state,  than  that 
which  you  here  describe. — "  1  am  content 
"  to  argue,  even  on  the  hypothesis,  that 
*'  our  allies  in  the  war  are  either  conquer- 
"  ed,  or  worn  out,  or  withdrawn,  or  so 
"  circumstanced,  that  they  afford  no  rea- 
"  sonable  hope  of  farther  aid  or  concur- 
"  reuce ;  that  all  prospect  of  success  on 
"  the  eastern  or  northern  frontiers  of  France 
"  is  lest ;  that  our  continental  exertions 
"  (and  expenses)  are  or  ought  to  be  sus- 
"  pended  ;  and  that  thf  several  European 
''  powers  will  eit!>er  make  a  forced  peace, 
*'  maintain  an  interested  neutrality,  or 
*♦  pursue  iieefliclent  hostilities,  according 
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"  to  their  necessities,  speculations,  and  fa- 
"  culties.  On  the  other  hand  I  assume, 
"  that  England  possesses  a  great  naval 
"■  superiority,  I  will  further  suppose,  ihat 
"  the  French  leaders  are  disposed  to  treat 
"  for  peace.  In  this  predicament,  feeling 
"  the  pressure  of  the  public  expense;  fc.el- 
"  ing  that  the  country  is  desirous  of  pe^ace; 
"  and  considering  the  high  price  of  the 
"  necessaries  of  life,  to  the  general  scarcity 
"  of  Vv'hich  the  war  certainly  contributes, 
"  though  in  a  much  less  degree  than  is 
'•'  commonly  supposed  ;  knowing  also  that 
"  there  are  certain  bounds,  beyond  which 
"  our  resources  cannot  be  forced  without 
'■'  danger  ;  I  ask  myself  whether  it  is  expe- 
"  dieut  to  treat  lor  peace,  and  on  what 
"  genei'al  outline   and  stipulations  it  might 

"  be  expedient  to  conclude  a  peace." • 

Now,  my  lord,  as  to  the  Continent,  you 
here  suppose  our  situation  to  be  full  as  bad 
as  it  was  in  October,  1801  ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  had  not  to  balance  against 
it,  the  possession  of  the  Dutch  colonic-,  in 
the  East  and  West-Indies  and  South  Ame- 
rica, of  Elba,  of  Malta,  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
effects  of  the  victories  of  Lords  Duncan 
and  Nelson,  and  of  the  brilliant  Egyptiaa 
campaign.  With  respect  to  our  domestic 
concerns,you  allow  the  people  to  be  desirous 
of  peace  :  they  were  much  less  so  in  1801. 
You  allow  of  the  high  price  and  great  scar- 
city of  the  necessaries  of  life :  in  October, 
iSOl,  all  alarm  on  that  head  v/as  at  an 
end  5  the  most  abundant  harvest  ever 
known  had  just  been  housed  without  the 
least  injury  from  the  weather,  and  the 
price  of  provisions,  of  every  sort,  was  rapidly 
on  the  decline.  You  felt  the  pressure 
of  the  public  expense,  and  perceived,  that 
there  were  certain  bounds,  beyond  which 
our  resources  could  not  be  forced  without 
danger  :  the  makers  of  the  peace  have  con- 
stantly rejected,  with  disdain,  the  plea  of 
pecuniary  necessity  :  Mr.  Addington  and 
Mr,  Pitt  have  both  explicitly  declared,  that, 
in  October,  ISOl,  we  were  "  far,  very  far 
indeed,  from  the  end  of  our  resources,"  and 
to  support  this  assertion  has  been  the  prin- 
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cipal  objrrt  of  yonr  lordship's  public  endea 
vonrs  for  four  months  psst. 

Seeing,  ihrn,  that  our  relative  si'nation, 
at  the  time  ot  signing  the  preliniina'iea, 
was  in  no  onf  rc-<pect  worse,  and  in  most 
respects  so  nmch  belter,  thin  it  wns  v>hpn 
yon  wrotf  and  published  your  pnmphlet,  let 
us  see  whether  the  terms,  on  which  you 
would  then  have  insisted,  were  obtained  by 
tbiit  trea!\',  of  whicli  vou  afterwards  ap- 
proved.  "  it  is  the  duty,"    sny  you,    "  of 

"■  those  who  conduct  the  war  to  treat  fnr 
"  peace  whenever  nrgotiatinn  can  te.<d  to 
*'  ^2;?;' PROBABLE  good.  The  j)'5/iv/z  of  the 
*'  French  government  (whatever  may  be 
*'  its  particular /orw)  is  no  lonsifr  likely  to 
"  be  an  obstacle  to  negotiation." — I  step 
here,  just  to  remark,  that,  as  to  the  hrst  of 
these  propositions,  whatever  war-minister  is 
■weak  enough  to  make  it  a  rule  of  his  con- 
duct will  most  assuredly  be  defeated  ;  he 
will  never  have,  and  he  nevfr  ought  to 
have,  an  ally-,  and,  which  is  still  worse,  he 
will  certainly  never  have  the  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  country.  He  miy,  by  acting 
upon  such  a  maxim,  always  preserve  a  ma- 
jority of  poor,  tefl)le,  time-serving  voices  : 
he  may  keep  his  place,  but  he  will  ruin  his 
country. — As  to  the  second  proposition, 
that  the  system  and  Jorm  of  the  French  go- 
vernment would  be  no  obstacle  to  negot'taiion, 
it  was,  unhappily  for  the  safety  and  honour 
of  England,  but  loo  correct  a  prediction  of 
what  wa>  about  to  f()llow,-~a  regicide  ne- 
gotiation, begun,  broken  off,  resumed,  bro- 
ken off  again,  again  solicited  and  en<ding  at 
last  in  the  regicide  peace  of  Amiens,  Yes, 
my  lord,  you  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
the  avant-coureurs  in  this  pursuit  of  na- 
tional degradation,  of  the  woeful  effects  of 
which  what  we  have  hitherto  felt  and  Vi'hat 
we  now   feel   is   but   the   mere   foretaste  of 

that  which  is  to  follow. But,    to  come 

to  the  terms,  on  which  you  woLild  have  in- 
sisted in  the  fourth  wetk  of  October,    \~0.5. 

• "  'J"he  extent  of  the  French  clainis,    as 

"  to  the  price  o!  pacification  is  known.  If 
*'  we  are  to  suppose,  lliat  their  !rad(  rs  will 
"■  adhere  to  what  they  have  professed  in 
*'  their  late  decree"  [and  Ikionaparte  has 
adhered  to  it,  my  loid,  without  the  least  re- 
laxation ;  observe  th:it  well].  "  I  cannot 
"  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  preponderance, 
"  which  our  accession  to  those  claims,  or 
*'  to  any  cojisiderahle  fart  of  tbcm,  must  give 
"  to  France,  unless  an  adequate  compensa- 
"  lion  in  some  other  shape  can  be  secured 
*'  to  us,  would  be  dishoiwurable,  and  exhibit 
"  us  to  the  present  age,  and  to  posterity, 
"  as  submitting  to  have  the  lav,^  prescribed 
*'  to  us  by  our  enemy. — And  what  law  } 
^^  The  iacrlree  oj  'pviv.in  that  have  been  the 
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"  most  vera!)'  eomiected  ivi'h  us ;  the  direct 
"  or  indirf^cl  aujuwation  to  France  of  all  ibe 
"  forts  of  the  cu77tine?iffrom  Dunkirk  to  Hain- 
"  buri^h ;  an  imiiiense  cession  of  territory; 
"  and,  in  one  word,  the  ahavdonment  of  the 
"  indrprndivre  <f  i'ltrupe."' — V/ell,  then,  my 
Loid,  we  did  accede  to  these  claims,  and 
claitus  ten  times  jrreater,  bv  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  and  yet  you  approved  oi,  yon  voted 
for,  and  you  endeavoured  to  defend  this 
peace  ! — To  come  at  a  full  and  fair  view  of 
;. our  inconsistency,  however,  we  must  hear 
vour  terms  of  I'JOo  a  little  more  in  detail. 
'We  hnve  seen  what  you  would  have  re- 
jert'°d;  let  us  now  see  your  demands.-— 
"  On  the  whole  viev/  of  our  respective  si- 
"■  tu.'Uicns,  and  after  m?.king  to  France  a 
"  full  allowance  1nr  all  her  continental  ad- 
"  \'aiiias:'es,  and  considering  at  tlje  same 
"  time  cur  acquisitions  and  prospects,  and 
"  ti^e  comparative  state  of  circumstances, 
"  wc  are  entitled  to  require,  that  the  Frericb 
"  ann'ifs  shall  he  recalled  luitbin  the'/r  old 
"  B'ju:  n.vRiEs;  that  Europe,  in  thegene- 
"  ral  effect  of  arrangements,  shall  le  re- 
"  placed  as  nearly  as  may  be,  on  the  same 
"  bahmee  AS  bfior"  the  war  ;  and  par- 
"  ticularly  with  respect  to  the  naval  and 
"  commercial  interests  of  these  kingdoms, 
"  that  France  shall  7wt  have  obtained,  in  the 
"  result,  anv  ne-zu  mearis  of  preponde- 
"  RAVCE."— These,  my  Lord,  these  were 
the  conditions  on  which,  and  on  which 
alone,  you  would  have  nvide  peace  at  (he 
disastrons  time  when  your  pamplilet  wa.5 
written  ;  at  a  tiniewben  our  situation,  and 
our  prospects,  were  infinitely  worse  than  at 
any  other  period  of  the  war,  and  particu- 
larly at  that  period,  that  successful,  pros- 
perous, and  brilliant  period  when  the  pre- 
liminary treaty  of  peace  W4is_  concluded. 
The  Richmond  Park  minister  might  plead 
the  fallen  state  of  the  powers  of  the  Con- 
tinent ;  but  this  circumstance  could  have  no 
weiglit  in  yotu'  Lordship's  mind,  seeing  that, 
in  I7.';5,  you  bottomed  your  demands  upon 
the  hvpoihesis,  that  all  those  allies  "  were 
"  either  conquered,  or  worn  out,  or  with- 
"  drawn;  that  all  our  continental  exertions 
"  were,  or  ought  to  be,  suspended  ;  and 
"  that  the  several  powers  ^^■ould  either  make 
"  a  forced  peace,  or  maintain  an  interested 
"  neutrality."  Yon,  therefore,  my  Lord, 
have  no  ground  whatever,  whereon  to  set  up 
a  justification  of  your  defence  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  by  which  all  your  principles,  all 
your  practical  propositions,  were  completely 
abandoned. 

Nor  shall  we,  I  fear,  discover  any  greater 
degree  of  consistency  by  referring  your  opi- 
nions of  1795,  as  to  ths  alternative  of  con- 
tinuing the  war.—"  We  have  incurred  th<^ 
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"  chief  expenses  and  inronvenit-ncie.s  of  war; 
"  we  have  comple^ied  arrangements  of 
"  force,  which,  by  the  iiatur'^  of  our  com- 
"  merce  and  constitution,  can  never  he  tt- 
"  taine.d  ivitlwni  grrat  dflay  and  riijjl:vlty  ■, 
"  our  military  fstabiishmtnt  is  liigh  and  re- 
"  spectable  ;  our  navy  is  carried  to  an  im- 
"  provement  and  prp-eminKuce  in  strength 
"  and  skill,  of  which  there  is  ii(i  exsniple 
"  in  cur  history;  we  have  prepared,  and 
"  aie  sending  to  sea  an  exjjedit'on,  from 
"  wnich  it  is  reasonable  to  exjjcct  impor- 
"  tant  effects  :  thus  circunistanced  it  is 
"  surely  wiser  to  prosecute  the  war,  than  to 
"  close  it  on  conditions  vvhich  would  oblige 
"  U3,  either  tj  cont'uiue  the  expenw  ofiuar,  or 
"  to  expose  our-^elves  (o  a  suildcri  return  of 
"  dangers  and  raLunities,  with  the  disidvan- 
"  tage  of  being  ?/«/jr,/i.'i;vJ/'<;r  //'t7«.  Let  us 
"  have  a  peace,  ai'.d  not  a  iemf^orjry  and 
*'  dniri  suspension  o^'ionr  ;  let  us  have  a  peace, 
"  such  as  may  make  it  conshtent  luith prudenee 
*'  io  disarm,  and  such  as  may  afford  a  good 
"  ground  oi  soeial  security." — Was  this,  my 
X^ord,  the  description  of  the  peace  of  Amiens? 
Was  this  the  sort  of  peace,  which  the  mi- 
nisters made,  and  which  you  have,  for  eigh- 
teen months  past,  been  endeavouring  to  de- 
fend r  Has  not  this  peace  obliged  us  to  con- 
tinue the  expense  of  war  ?  Has  it  not  been 
a  temporary  and  short  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties ?  in  short,  were  not  its  terms,  and  have 
not  its  effects  been,  precisely  such  terms  and 
such  consequences  as  you  deprecated?  And, 
yet,  my  Lord,  have  you  not,  even  with  a 
zeal  wiiich  may  be  justly  described  as  offi- 
cious, endeavoured  to  defend  this  peace,  and 
to  prolong  the  fatal  influence  by  which  it 
was  r.rought  upon  the  country?  Lno  the 
'tnotlves,  by  which  ynn  have  been  actuated, 
my  Lord,  J,  at  present,  forbear  to  inquire. 
Your  conduct  is  before  me;  it  is  clearly 
seen;  and  upon  tiiat  conduct  1  and  every 
other  of  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  have 
an  un  joubted  right  to  form,  and  to  express, 
our  opinions.  Weak  and  wicked  ministers 
would  never  be  formidable  to  the  country, 
unless  supported  by  persons  not  making  part 
ot  (he  cabinet,  not  immediately  partakmg  of 
their  responsibility  :  it  is,  therefore,  of  the 
utmost  importance,  when  we  are  preparing 
to  de.mand  justice  on  the  heads  of  such  mi- 
iiisier*.  to  point  out  those  by  whom  they 
have  been  aided  and  abetted,  to  turn  the 
eyes  of  tlie  nation  towards  such  abettors, 
and,  thereby,  to  subject  their  conduct  to  that 
scrutiny,  the  result  and  the  eifects  of  which 
is  the  only  possible  check  upon  the  further 
pursuit  of  their  views.  Such,  my  Lord,  is 
the  object  of  this  letter;  and,  certain  I  am, 
that  it  is  an  object  which  must  meet  with 
general  approbation  amongst  aU-  those  who 
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prefer  iJie  good  of  their  country  to  the  lur- 
thering  of  their  own  privrite  inte'-p=ts. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Wm.  Coebltt. 

Dale  Street,  JPhfr.  l6th  Mmi,  ISOjI. 


LORD     HAWIvF.SBUI^Y     ON     MALTA. 

SiK, — Party  hi.stiiily  is  apt  sometimes  to 
confuse  the  very  best  intellects,  and  il  seems 
to  have  thrown  a  cloud  over  your  under- 
f^tanding,  in  your  last  r^umber  ;  for  I  am  in 
candour  bound  to  suppose  that  your  un- 
founded attack  on  Lord  Hawkesbuivs  ve- 
r.'.cMy  19  to  be  attributed  to  no  worse  cause. 

You  charge  his  Lordship  in  very  direct 
terins  wiili  faUehood,  because  l;e  once  tk;- 
ciared  that  ndniters  "  /v/^/ w  official  do- 
"  eurnenls,"  relative  to  the  rights  of  ih^  ju-o- 
ule  of  Malta  and  the  Ordt-r.  j\<nv.  .Sir, 
pray  look  again  ar  the  papers  wldcii  you 
print  as  the  evidence  ofvour  charge,  and 
acknowledge  your  own  '■;:!  ;in)ny.—  it  is 
possible  that  your  readers  may  ihiruv  that  you 
do  establish  the  "■  injustice,  cruelly,  and 
"  perfidy"  of  uMnisiers  towards  the  poor 
Maltese.  Perhaps  too,  i1m  re  may  be  some 
liiie  apparent  ground  for  chirgiiig  them 
With  pusillanimity  in  their  conduct  towards 
the  deputies.  It  may  have  been  a  paltry 
departure  from  true  old  English  feeling  to 
shut  the  doors  of  all  our  oflices  against  those 
vho  came  to  sctk  our  protection,  and  hur- 
ry them  as  fast  as  we  could  out  of  the  kinsr- 
dom,  under  an  apprehension  of  giving  jea- 
lousy to  France.  But,  in  point  of  fact, 
were  tliey  not  hurried  otit  of  the  kingdom  ? 
v/ere  not  the  doors  of  our  oti-.:es  shut 
against  them  '  How  then  could  a  leiter  de- 
livered to  Lord  i^obart's  porter,  al  his  c-ivu 
■private  bouse,  be  called  an  official  document? 
When  ministers  had  so  sacrificed  the  honour 
and  faiili  of  the  country,  for  the  vtry  pur- 
pose of  making  all  these  comniunicalions 
unofficial,  it  was  irnpossible  theyc(^uld  pro- 
duce them  as  official,  it  would  have  been 
an  afiVont  to  Parliament,  as  well  as  to  the 
First  Consul ;  and  Lord  Hawkesbury  was 
equally  correct  in  his  assertion  and  his  con- 
duct.— Mr.  Addington'v  declaration,  indeed, 
may  seem  more  oiliii  ult  to  reconcile  v^ith 
Mr.  Mackenzie's  (-apers.  The  respectable 
gentleman  is  said  to  have  stated,  that,  he  had 
tlie  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  Maltese 
were  grateful  for  wiiat  we  had  done  in  the'r 
favour,  while  the  deputies  theinsehes,  in 
their  rernotistrance,  avow  that  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  had  made  a  verv  unfavourable 
impression.  But  every  hndv  knows  that 
Mr.  Addington  i>>  a  man  of  the  best  inten- 
tions, and  It  is  probable  that  he  may  have 
made  a  slight  mistake  of  one  word  for  ano- 
ther, between  "  hope"  and  "  satisfactiow," 
.    Bb  2 
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just  as  he  lately  did  with  regard  to  the  same 
words,  in  answer  to  General  Gascoign's  en- 
quiries about  the  present  negotiation.  If 
this  defence  gives  no  satisfaction,  1  must 
content  myself  with  hoping  that  a  better  will 
be  suggested  by  my  namesake  of  Reading. 
I  am  more  immediately  interested  for  my 
friend  Lord  Haukesbury,  whose  veracity  I 
trust  you  will  now  admit, — I  am.  Sir,  yours, 

Candidus. 
Albt:marlc  Street,  Qtb  May. 
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PUBLIC  PAPERS. 

Declaration  of  War,  on  thr  F.nt  of  Cn\-t-Bri- 
tain,  laid  before  parliament,  on  the  \Ztli  May,  1803, 
J-I's  Majesty's  earnest  endeavours  for  the  pre- 
?crvation  of  pe.ice  having  failed  of  succef:,  he 
entertains  the  fullest  confident  e  that  he  sliall  re- 
cieve  the  same  support  from  liis  Pailianienc,  and 
that  the  same  zeal  and  spirit  \v\\\  be  nisnifested 
by  iiis  people,  which  he  has  experienced  on  every 
occasion  when  the  honour  of  his  Crown  has  been 
attacked,  or  tiie  essential  interests  of  his  Domi- 
nions have  been  endangered. During  the  whole 

course  of  the  negotiations  which  led  to  the  Pre'i- 
riinary  and  Definitive  Treaties  of  Peace  between 
his  Majesty  and  ihe  French  Republic,  it  v/as  his 
Majesty's  ainceie  desire,  not  only  to  put  an  end 
to  the  hostilities  whicji  subsisted  l)envecn  the 
two  counliies,  but  to  adopt  such  measures,  and 
to  concur  in  such  propositions,  as  might  most  ef- 
fectually contribute  to  consolidate  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  The  same  motives  by 
which  his  Majesty  was  actuated  during  the  nego- 
tiations for  peace,  have  since  invariably  govern*^d 
liis  conduct.  As  soon  as  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
•was  concluded,  his  Majesty's  Courts  were  open 
to  the  people  of  I'rauce  for  every  purpose  of  legal 
redress  ;  all  sequestrations  were  taken  off  their 
property;  all  prohibitions  on  their  trade  which 
had  been  imposed  during  the  war  were  removed, 
and  they  were  placed,  in  every  respect,  on  the 
?ame  footing  with  regatd  to  commerce  and  inter- 
course, as  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  State  in 
amity  with  his  Majesty,  with  which  there  cxis'e  1 

no  tieaty  of  commerce To  a  system  of  ccui- 

duLt  thus  open,  libera!,  and  friendly,  tisc  proceed- 
ings of  the  French  Government  ziford  the  mf)St 
striking  cuncrasi.  The  prohibitions  whicli  had 
lieen  placed  (m  the  commerce  of  his  Msjesty's 
subjects  during  the  war,  ha\e  been  enforced  with 
increased  strictness  and  severity ;  violence  has 
been  ofiercd  in  several  instances  to  their  vesrels 
and  their  property  ;  and,  in  no  case,  has  justice 
iK-en  afforded  to  those  who  may  have  been  ag- 
grieved in  consequence  of  such  acts,  nor  has  any 
satisfactory  answer  been  given  to  t!ie  repeated 
representations  made  by  his  Mnjesty's  .Ministers 
or  Ambassador  at  Paris.  Uiulcr  :.uch  rjicur.i- 
stances,  when  his  Majesty's  subjects  were  not 
SiifFered  to  enjoy  the  common  advantages  of  peace 
within  the  territories  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
th'j  countiics  dependent  upon  it,  the  French  G...- 
vernment  had  recourse  to  the  extraordinary  mea- 
sure of  sending  over  to  this  country  a  number  ot 
persons  for  the  professed  purpose  of  residing  in 
the  most  considerable  Sea-port  Towns  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  character  of  Commer- 
cial Agents  or  Consuls.  Ih.ese  persons  could 
have  no  preiensionb  to  be  acknowledged  in  -hat 
character,  as  tlu  right  of  being  so  acknowledged, 
as  well  as  all  the  piivilcges  attached  to  iuch  a 


situation,  could  only  be  derived  from  a  Commer- 
cial Treaty;  and  as  no  treaty  of  that  description 
was    in   existence   between    liis   Majesty   and    the 

French  Repui'.lic. There  was  consequently  too 

much  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  real  object  of 
their  mission  was  by  no  means  of  a  commercial 
nature,  and  tliis  suspicion  was  confirmed,  not 
only  by  tlie  circumstance  that  some  of  them  were 
military  men,  but  by  the  actual  iliscovery,  that 
several  of  them  vi'cre  furnished  with  instiuctions 
to  obtain  the  soundings  of  the  harbours,  and  to 
procure  military  surveys  of  the  places  where  it 
was  intended  they  should  reside.  His  Majesty 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  prevent  their  departure 
to  their  respective  places  i^f  destination,  and  re- 
presented to  the  French  Government  the  neces- 
sity of  wirlidiawir:?;  them  ;  and  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  the  circumstances  under  which  tiiey 
Were  sent,  and  the  instructions  which  were  given 
to  them,  ought  to  be  considered  as  decisive  indi- 
cations of  the  dispositions  and  intentions  of  the 

Government  by  whom  thev  were  employed. 

Tlie  conduct  of  the  French  Government,  with  re- 
spect to  tiie  commercial  intercourse  between  (lie 
t\vo  countries,  must  thetefoie  be  considered  as  ill 
suited  to  a  state  of  peace,  and  their  proceedings 
in  their  more  general  political  relations,  as  weil 
a!s  in  those  which  immediately  concern  his  Ma- 
jesty's Dominions,  appear  to  have  been  altogether 
inconsistent  with  every  principle  of  good  faith, 
nioderation,  and  justice.  His  Majesty  has  enter- 
tained hopes,  its  consequence  of  th.c  icpeated  as- 
surances tmd  professions  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, that  they  might  liave  been  induced  to  adopt 
a  systcni  of  policy  which,  if  it  had  not  inspired 
other  powers  with  confidence,  might  at  lease  have 
allayed  their  jealousies.  If  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  really  appeared  to  be  aciLUitcu  by  a  due 
attention  to  such  a  system  ;  if  their  dispositions 
hid  proved  to  be  essentially  pacific,  allowances 
would  have  been  made  for  the  situation  in  which 
a  new  government  must  be  placed  after  so  dread- 
ful and  extensive  a  convulsion  as  that  which  has 
been  pjroduced  by  the  French  Revolution.  But 
his  Majesty  h.as  unfoi  iunately  had  too  much  rea- 
son to  observe  and  to  lament,  ihu  the  system  of 
violence,  aggiession,  and  aggrandizement  whicli 
characterized  the  proceedings  of  the  different  Go- 
vernments of  France  during  tlie  war,  has  been 
continued  with  as  little  disguise  since  us  termina- 
lion.  I  hey  have  continued  ■  to  keep  a  Fiencli 
army  in  Holland  against  the  will,  and  in  defiancs 
of  the  remonstrarces  of  the  Batavian  Govern- 
ment, and  in  repugnance  to  the  letter  of  three 
solemn  treaties.  They  have,  in  a  period  of  peace, 
invaded  the  territory,  and  violated  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Sv.'iss  Nation,  in  defiance  of  the 
Treaty  of  Luneviile,  which  h  id  rtipulatcd  the  in- 
dependence of  ti-.eir  territory,  and  ihe  right  of  the 
inhabitants  to  choose  their  own  toim  of  Governr 
mtnr.  They  have  annexed  to  the  dominions  of 
France,  Piedn^nt,  Parma,  and  Flacentia,  and  the 
Island  of  F'lbcF,  vvirhout  allotting  any  provision 
to  the  King  of  Sarciinia,  whom  they  have  despoil- 
ed of  tlie  most  valuable  part  of  his  territory, 
though  they  were  bound,  by  a  solemn  engagement 
to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  to  attend  to  his  in- 
terests, a-^d  to  provide  for  his  establishment.  It 
may,  indeed,  with  truth  be  asserted,  that  the  pe- 
riod which  has  elapsed  since  the  conclusion  of 
the  Definitive  Treaty,  has  been  marked  with  one 
continued  series  of  aggression,  violence,  and  in- 
sult on  the  part  of  the  French  CTOverrmient 

In    ihe   month  of  October  last,   his  Majesty  was 
induced,   in  cpnicqutnce  of  the  earnest  solicita- 


tion  of  the  Swiss  Nation,  to  make  an  cfTort,  by  a 
rcprtseatalion  to  the  F:cnch  Govcnuncnt,  to 
avert  the  evils  which  were  then  impending  over 
that  country.  This  representation  was  couched 
in  tiie  most  tcmpciate  term!-  ;  and  measures  were 
taken  by  his  Majesty  (or  ascertaining,  unJer  the 
circumstances  wiiich  then  existed,  the  leal  situa- 
tion ^nd  wishes  of  the  Swi  ,s  Cantons,  as  well  as 
the  '.cntinicnts  of  the  other  Cabiiieis  of  Europe, 
liis  Majtfty  learned,  however,  with  the  utmo,-t 
regret,  that  no  disposition  to  counterECt  these  re- 
peated infractions  of  treaties  and  acts  of  violence 
vas  manifested  by  any  ot  she  poweis  most  imme- 
diately interested  in  preventing  them;  and  his 
Majesty  thtrcfore  felt  that,  with  respect  to  tliese 
objicts,  his  single  eJTirts  could  not  be  expected 
to  produce   any  considerable  advantas;e  to  those 

in  whose  favour  tliey  might  be  exerted. It  w;is 

about  tills  time  that  the  freiich  Government  tiisc 
distinctly  advaiiced  the  principle,  that  his  Majes- 
ty had  no  right  to  complain  of  the  conduct,  or  to 
interfere  niih  tlie  proceedings  of  France,  on  any 
point  which  did  not   form  a   part  of  tiie   stipub- 
tions  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.      Ihiit   treaty  was 
unquestionaldv  founded  upon  the   same  principle 
as  every  other  antecedent  treaty  or   conver.tion, 
on  the  assumption  of  the  state  of  possession   and 
of  engagements  subsisting  at  the  time  of  its  con- 
clusion ;  and    if  that   state   of    possession   and  of 
engagements   is   materially  afl'rcted  by  the  volun- 
tary act  of  any  of   the  parlies,   so  as  to  prejudice 
the  condition  on   which  the  other   party  lias   en- 
tered into  the  contract,  the  change  so  made,  may 
be  considered  as  operating  virtually  as  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  itself,  and  as  gtvingihe  party  aggrieved 
a   right   lo  demand  satisfaction  or  compcnsjtion 
for  any   substantial    difTertnce   which    such    acts 
may   have   ctTected   in    their   relative  situations; 
but  whatever  may  be  the  principle  on  which   the 
treaty  is  to  be  considered  as  (oundcd,  there  is  in- 
disputably   a    General    Law   of    Nations,   which, 
though   liable   to    be   limited,    explained,    or   re- 
strained by  Conventional  l,aw,  is   antecedent    to 
it,    and  is    that  law  or    rule    of  conduct  to  which 
all  sovereigns  and  states  have  been  accustomed  to, 
appeal,    wiiere  Conventional  Law  is  admitted   to 
liave  been   silent.     The  Treaty   of  Amiens,  and 
every  otiier  treaty,  in  providing  for  the  objects  to 
xvhich  it  is  particularly  directed,  does   not   there- 
fore assume  or  imply  an   indiiFevence  to  a'l  other 
•objects  which  are  not  specif.ed  in  its  stipulations, 
much  less  docs  it  adjudge  them  lo  be  of   a  nature 
to  be   lett    to   the  will   and  caprice  of  the  violent 
and  the   powerlul.     The  justice  ot  the   cause  is 
alone  a  sufficient  ground  to  warrant  the  interposi- 
tion of  any  of  the  powers  of  Europe  in    the  dif- 
ferences   which  may  arise  between   other  States, 
and  the  application  and  extent  of  that  just  inter- 
position is  to   be  deteriT.iiicd  solely  by  considera- 
tions of   prudence.     These   principles   can   admit 
■of  no  dispute;   but  if  the  new  and  extraordinary 
pretension    advanrcd    by    the    French    Govcrn- 
nient,  to  exclude   his  Majesty  from   airy  right    to 
interfere  with    respect  to  t!ie  concerns   ot  other 
powers,  unless  thev  made  a    specific   part  of  ihe 
stipulations  (if  the  Treaty   of   Amienf,   was  that 
which  it  was   po.'-sible  ro  maintain,   those  powers 
would   have  a  right,  at  least,   lo   claim  the  bene- 
fit of  this  principle,  in  every  case  ot  difTticnce  be- 
tween the  two  countries.     The  indignation  of  all 
Europe  must  surely  then  be  excited   by  the  decla- 
rations  of  the  French   government,  that,  in   the 
event  of   hostilities,   these  very  powers  who  were 
no  parties  to  the  treaty  ot  A. miens,  and  who  were 
ROt  allowed  to  derive  any  advantage  fioiii  the  rc- 
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monstrances  ot  his  Majesty  in  their  behalf,  are  ne- 
vertheless to  be  made  the  victims  of  a  war  which 
is  alleged  to  arise  out  of  the  same  treaty,  and  are 
to  be  sacrificed  in  a  contest  which  they  not  only 
have  not  occasioned,  but  which  they  have  had  no 

means    whatever   of   preventing. Hi--    Majesty 

judged  it  niost  expedient,  under  the  circumsianois 
which  then  aficcted  Europe,  to  ab>tain  froiji  a  re- 
currence to  hostilities  on  account  of  the  views  ot" 
ambition   and   acts   of  aggression  manifested    by 
France  on  the  Continent ;  yet  an  experience  of  the 
character  and  dispositions   of  the  French  govern- 
ment  could  not  fail  to  impress  his  Majesty  v.dtlra 
sense  of   the  necessity  of   increased   vigilance  in 
guarding  the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  Crown,  and 
in  protecting  the  interests  of  His  people. — Whilst 
his  Majesty  was  actuated  by  these  sentiments ,  He 
was  called  upon  by  the  French  government  to  eva- 
cuate the  Island  of  Malta.     His  IVIajesty  had  ma- 
nifested, from  the  moment  of  the  signature  of  the 
Dctimtive  Treaty,  an  anxious  disposition  to  cany 
into  full  cilcct   the   stipulations   of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens  relative  to  that  Island.  As  soon,  as  he  was 
informed   tirat  an  election   of  a  Grand  Master  had 
taken  place,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Emperor  o£ 
i    Ru  sis,  and  that  it  had   been  agreed   by  the  difTc- 
rcnt  Priories  assembled  at  St.  F-etersburgh   to  ac- 
knowledge  the  person  whom  the  Court   of  Rome 
should  select  out  of  those  who  had  been  named  by 
them  tobs  Grand  Master  of  the  Order  of  St.  John, 
his    Ti-Iajesty  proposed   to  the  French  government, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  any  difficulties  which 
might   arise  in  the  execuiion  of  the  arrangement, 
to    acknowledge    that  election   to   be  valid:    ai^d 
when,  in  the  mimth  of  August,  the  French  govern- 
ment applied  to  his  Majesty  to  permit  the  Neapo- 
litan troops  to  be  sent  to  the  Island  of  Malta,  as  a 
preliminary  measure  for  preventing  any  unneces- 
sary delay,   his  Majesiy  consented  wiihout  hesita- 
tion to   this  proposal,  and  gave  directions  for  the 
admission  of  the  Neapolitan  troops  into  the  Island. 
His  Majesty  had   thus    shewn    h.s  dispositton  not 
only  to  throw  no  ob.stacle  in  the  way  of  the  execii- 
lion  of  the  Treaty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  facili- 
tiite  the  execution   of  it   by  every  means   in    his 
power.     His  Majesty  cannot,  however,  admit,  that 
at  any  period  since  the  conclusion   of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  the  French   government   have  had  a 
rigiit  to  call  upon  him,  in  conlormiiy  to  the  stipu- 
lations or  that  Treaty,  to  withdraw  his  forces  from 
the    Island    of    Malta.      At    the   time    when    this 
demand  was  made  by  the  French  government,  se- 
veral of  the  most   important   stipulations  of   the 
arrangement    respecting     Malta    remiincd    unex- 
ecuted:  the  election  of  a  Grand  Master   had   not 
been   carried  into   effect.     The  tenth   article  h:<d 
stipulated  that   the  independence   of   the    Island 
should  be  placed  under  the  guarantee  and  protec- 
tion   of  Great   Britain,    France,  Auiti  ia,   Rulsm, 
Spain,   and    Prussia.     Thefmperor   of  Gein-.any 
had  acceded  to  the  guarantee,  but  only  on  condi- 
tion of   a   like  accession  on  the  part  of  the  oilier 
powers  speciaed  in   the  article.     The  Emperor  o^ 
Russia   had   reiused  his  acces^ion,   except   on  the 
condition  that   the  Maltese  l,angue  should  be  ab- 
rogv.ed;   and    the  King   of  Fiu.vsra   had  given   iu> 
answer  whatever   to    the   application   which    bid 
been  made  to  him  to  accede   to   the  arrangement, 
iiut  the  fundamental  principle,  upon  the  existence 
of  which  depended  the  execution  of  tl  c  other  parts 
of  the  ai  tide,    had   been  vletcatcd  by  the  chanets 
which  had  tak;n  place    \i\  the  conitltutioii  of  the 
Order  since  the  cunciiision  oi  the  I'reaty  of  Peace. 
It  was  to   the  Order  of  St.  Johi\  of  Jerusalem  that 
his  M.ijesty  was,  by  iJie  first  stipiibiic>n  oi  the  icth 
E  b  3    . 
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article,  bounci  to  restore  the  Islnnd  ot  MaUa.  liie 
Order  is  dchned  to  consist  ot"  those  I.ani^iics  wliich 
were  in  exi',;enceat  tlie  tiuicot'theconchision  of  ihe 
Treaty:  the  three  Frenc!iLar;n-'cs  liaving  been  abo- 
lished, and  a  Maltese  Lant'Ut  Mided  xo  the  institu- 
tion. The  Order  consisted,  ihcre'orc,  at  that  time 
ct  the  following  Langnes,  viz.  of  Arr;<gon,  Castile, 
Ciermany,  Bnvaiia,  and  Kiiisia.  Since  che  conclu- 
sion of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  the  Lanpius  of  Ar- 
ragon  and  Castile  have  been  separated  frc-m  the 
Order  liv  Spain,  a  part  of  the  Italian  I.angiie  has 
been  abolished  by  the  annexation  ff  Piedmont  and 
Parma  to  France.  There  is  strong  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  has  bttn  in  contemplation  to  seques- 
trate the  property  of  the  Bavarian  Tangue,  aud 
the  incntion  has  bten  avowed  of  keeping  llie 
Russian  Langues  within  die  dominions  of  the  Em- 

pe  or. Und  i  cliese  circunmances,  tlie   Older 

of  St.  John  cannot  nmv  be  considered  as  that  body 
to  which,  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  Trea- 
ty, the  Island  was  to  be  restored;  and  the  funds 
indispensably  necessary  for  its  support,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  independence  of  that 
Island,  have  been  nearly,  i(  not  wholly,  sequester- 
ed. Even  if  this  had  aiiscn  fiom  circumstances 
which  it  was  not  in  the  powtr  of  any  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  io  the  treaty  to  control,  his  Ma- 
jesty would  nevertheless  have  had  a  right  to  defer 
the  evacuation  of  the  Island  by  his  forces,  until 
such  time  as  an  'lU  valen:  airangemenc  had  been 
concluded  for  ilu  p  c>crvation  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Order  i.nd  of  the  IsUnd.  But  if  these 
changes  have  taken  place  in  consequence  of  any 
acts  of  the  other  parties  of  thelreaty;  if  the 
French  government  shall  appear  to  have  proceeded 
ii;i(,n  a  system  of  rendering  the  Order  whose  in- 
dependence tin  y  had  stipulated,  incapabieof  main- 
taining that  ;nde()en  ience,  his  Majesty's  right  to 
continue  in  tlie  occupation  of  the  Island,  under 
such  circumstances,  will  hardly  be  contested.  It 
is  indisp^jtable,  that  the  revenues  of  the  two  Spa- 
nish Langues  have  been  withdrawn  from  ihe  Or- 
der b-/  his  Catholic  Majesty;  a  part  of  the  Italian 
Langue  has  in  fact  been  abolished  by  France, 
through  the  unjust  annexation  (;f  Piedmont  and 
Parma,  and  Placentia,  to  the  French  territory. 
The  Elector  of  Bavaria-  has  hern  instigated  by  the 
French  government  to  sequestrate  the  property  of 
t'le  Order  within  his  territories;  and  it  is  certain 
that  they  have  not  only  sanctioned,  but  encou- 
rigedthe  idea  of  the  propiiety  of  separating  the 
Riisbian  Lanp:ues  from  the  remainder  of  the  Or- 
der  As    the    conduct   of  the   governments  of 

Tiance  and  Sp.iin,  have,  therefore,  in  some  in- 
stances directly,  and  in  others  ir.directly,  contri- 
buted to  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  Order,  and  thus  destroyed  its  means  of  sup- 
porting its  independence,  it  is  lo  thoss  govern- 
ments, and  not  to  liis  Majesty,  that  the  non-exe- 
cution oi  the  lOth  article  of  tiie  Treatyof  Amiens 
must  be  ascribed. Such  would  be  the  just  con- 
clusion, if  the  tenth  article  cf  that  Treaty  were 
considered  ?s  an  arrangement  by  itself.  It  must 
be  observed,  however,  that  this  article  forms  a 
part  only  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  whole  of 
■which  is  connected  together,  and  the  stipulations 
of  which  must,  upon  a  principle  common  to  all 
Treaties,   be   construed  as    having  a  reference   to 

each  other. His   Majesty  was   induced    bv  the 

Treary  of  Peace  to  consent  to  abandon,  and  to 
restore  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  the  Island  ot  Mal- 
ta, on  condition  of  its  independence  and  neutra- 
lity. But  a  further  condition  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  supposed  to  have  had  considerable  in- 
Sueiicc  witk  hii  Majesty  m  in\!ucio£  him  to  make 


S3  important  a  concession,  was  the  acquie?renre  of 
the  French  governnitnt  in  an  arr-mgcment  foi  the 
security  or    the  Levunt,   bv  the  eightli  and   ninth 
articles  in  the  1  re.ii\,   stipulating  the   integriry  of 
the  Turki:h  i'",nipiiir.  and  ;iie  independence  oi    the 
Ionian   Islands.     His  Majesty  has,  however,  s'nce 
learnt,  that    the  riencia  government   have   enter- 
tained  views    hostile   to   both   these  objects  ;  and 
that  thcv  have  even  suggested  fhe  idea  i-f  a  parti- 
tion  of  ihcTuikish   Empire.     Tiiese  views   must 
no\v  be  manifest  to  all  the  world,  from  the  olncial 
publicati  in  of  tlic  leporc  or   Colonel   Sebastiani; 
from  the  conduct  o'  tiiat  ollictr.  and  of  the  other 
French   agents   in   Egypt,    Syria,    and    the    Ionian 
Islands,    and   In^m    the   dis.inct  admission   of  the 
First   Consul  himscl!,  in  his  eommunicaiion  with 
Lord  Vvliitu'orth.      liis    Majesty   was,    therefore, 
wai  ranted  in  considering   it   to  be   the  determina- 
tion of  the  Fieneh  government  to  violate  those  ar- 
ticles of  the  Treatyof  Petice,  which  stipulated  for 
the  integrity  and  indep.endence  oi  the  T^irkish  Em- 
pire, and  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  consequently 
he  would  not  have  bten  justified  in  evacuating  the 
Island  of   Malta,  without  receiving  some  other  se- 
curity, which  might  eqnal'y  provide  for  these  im- 
portant objects.       His   Majesty  ^.ccordingly   feels 
that  he  has  an  inrontescable  cl.iim,  in  consequence 
of  tlie  conduct  of  France  since  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
and  v.'ith  reference  to  the  objects  which  made  part 
of  the-  stipulations  of  that  i  icaty    to  refuse,  under 
the  present    circumstances,   to  relinquish  the  pcs- 
.sfssion    of   ,he    Island    of  Malta. —  Yet   notwith- 
j    standing  this  right,  so  clear  and  so  unquestionable, 
the  alternative  presented   by  the    French  goveiii- 
I    ment  to    hn.  Majetty.    in   language   the   most   pe- 
remptory and  menacing,    was    the   evacuuion  of 
'    Malta,    or    the  renewal    of   war. — U    the  views  of 
i    ambition   and   aggrandizement,  which   have   thus 
been  manifested    by  the  French  government  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  have  in  so 
very  particular  a  manner  attracted   the   attention 
of  hie  Majesty,  it  has  been  equally  impossible  for 
him  not  to  feel,  and  not  to  notice,  the  repeated  in- 
d  gniiies  which   have  been  oiTertd  by  ihat  govern- 
ment  to  his  Crown,    and  to  his  people — 'the   re- 
port of   Colonel  Sebastiani  contains   the  most  un- 
warrantable  insinuations  and  charges  against  hi» 
Majesty's    government,    against    the   (<fficer    who 
commanded   liis   forces   in  Egypt,  and   against  the 
British    army  in   tliat  quarrer.     1  his  papci  cannot 
be  considered  as  the  publiLation  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual ;   it  has  been  avowed,  and  indeed  beais  evi- 
dence upon  tlie  face  of  it,  that   it  is  the  ollicial  re- 
port of  an  accredired  agent,  published  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  government  to  which  it  was  address- 
ed, who  thereby  have  given  it  their  express  sanc- 
tion.  'I'his   report  1  ad  been    pub  ishcd   a  very 

short  time,  when  another  indignity  was  ofieTed  to 
this  country  in  the  communication  of  the  Fitst 
Consul  of  F'rance  to  the  Legislative  Body.  In  this 
communication  he  presumes  to  affirm,  ia  the  cha- 
racter of  Chief  Magistrate  of  that  country,  "  that 
"  Great  Briiain  canjiot  singly  contend  against  the 
"  power  of  France  ;''  an  asseition  as  uniounJtd  as 
it  is  indecent, eiisprovcd  by  tiie  events  ot  many  «  ais, 
and  by  none  more  than  by  those  ot  the  war  wliich 
has  been  recently  concluded.  Such  an  assertion, 
advanced  in  the  most  solemn  cfTicial  act  of  a  go- 
vernment, and  thereby  meant  to  be  avowed  to  all 
the  powers  of  Europe,  can  be  considered  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  deliance  publicly  offered  to 
his  Majesty,  and  to  a  brave  and  powevtul  people, 
who  are  both  willing  and  ab;e  to  de'end  his  just 
rights,  and  those  of  their  country,  against  every 
iasult  siud  a^^ri^&siun.     The  cuuUuct  oi  thcFn»t 
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Cniisul  to  his  Miije<tv's  Amliassador  ar  Li:;  .tu- 
diencc,  in  presence  of  fhe  ministcis  of  rro8t  of  the 
Sovcfcigiij  ..uil  biatcs  ot  hurope,  tiirniihcs  another 
instance  of  pruvocaiioii  on  the  p;tit  i-f  the  Fiench 
goveiiim.nt,  which  it  wouhl  be  improper  not  to 
notice  on  the  piesent  occasion,  and  the  subsequent 
explanation  of  this  transiictiop  may  be  considered 
as  having  the  efiect  of  aggiavating  instead  of  pal- 
liating the  a  (Front. 

At  the  very  time  when  his  Mi^jesty  was  demand- 
ing satisfaction  and  explanation  on  some  of  the 
points  ah/ove-mcntioneJ,  tlie  Frcocli  Minister  at 
Hamburgh  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  insertion  iu 
a  Haniljurgh  paper  of  a  most  gross  and  op- 
probrious l:hel  against  his  Majesty;  and  when 
difliculiies  were  mule  respectinj;  th-r  in;trtion  of 
it,  Jie  availed  himself  ot  his  olhciai  characicr  of 
Minister  (jf  the  I'rench  Repiibh'c,  to  require  the 
publication  of  it  bv  order  of  his  Goveninient  in 
the  Gazette  of  the  Senate  of  that  Town.  With 
this  leqiiisition  so  made,  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh 
were  induced  to  comply  ;  and  thus  has  the  inde- 
pendence of  that  town  been  violated,  and  a  lite 
State  made  tlie  instrument,  by  the  menace  of  ihe 
French  G<'vernment,  of  propapating  throu^^hout 
Euiope,  upon  their  authority,  the  most  oll'cusive 
and  luifounded  calumnies  agjinst  his  Majesty  -^nd 
his  Govei  nnieni.  f-lis  Majesty  might  add  to  this 
list  of  indigniticf,  the  requisition  which  the 
l^'rcnrh  Goveinment  have  repeatedly  urged,  that 
the  Laws  and  Coiistitution  of  h:s  Country  slv.nild 
be  changed  relative  to  theLiheityof  the  Pitss. 
His  iViajesty  mic^ht  likewise  add  the  calls  which 
the  French  Goveinment  have  on  seveial  occ.a- 
i.i()n:<  made  upon  him  to  violate  the  laws  of  hos- 
pitality with  respect  to  persons  who  had  found  an 
Eisylum  within  his  Dominions,  and  against  whose 
conduct  no  chargf  whatever  lias  at  any  time  been 
sub^t,^uIiated.  It  is  impossilile  to  reflect  on  these 
dljFerent  proceediiigs,  and  tiic  couise  which  the 
Fiench  Goveinment  have  thought  proper  to  adopt 
respecting  tliei-.i,  ui.huut  the  thorough  corivictit  n 
that  they  are  not  the  cllect  ot  accident  ;  but  that 
they  form  a  part  or  a  system  which  has  been 
adopted  for  tlie  pin  pose  of  degrading,  vilifying, 
and  insulting  his  Majesty  and  his  Goveinment. 
-  Umler  all  these  insults  and  provocations,  Jiis 
Majesty,  not  v.'ithout  a  due  sense  of  his  dignity 
has  proceeded  with  every  degree  of  temper  and 
moderation  to  obtain  satisfaction  and  rcdre.-s, 
while  he  has  neglected  no  meniu  c.-r.sistenc  wuh 
his  honour  and  thesatctyof  hij  Dominions,  to 
induce  the  Governmeat  of  France  to  concede  to 
him,  what  is,  in  his  judgirienr,  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  future  tranquillity  of  Europe.  His 
ciroris  in  this  respect  have  proved  abortive, ami  he 
has  therefore  judged  it  necessary  to  cuder  liis 
Ambassador  to  leave  Paris,  in  having  recourse 
to  this  proceediijg,  it  has  been  his  Majesty's  ob- 
ject to  put  an  end  to  the  fruitless  discussions 
which  ha'ce  too  long  subsisted  between  the  tv.-o 
Go.vernmcnrs,  and  to  close  a  period  of  suspense 
peculiarly  injurious  to  the  subjects  ol  his  M.ijesty. 
But  though  the  provocations  which  His  Majesty 
lias  ffcc'ved  miglit  entitle  him  to  iarcer  claims 
than  ihofe  whicti  he  has  advanced,  yet  anxious  to 
prevent  cilamities  which  might  thus  be  extended 
to  every  part  of  Euiope,  he  is  st  iil  wiiling,  as  far  as  is 
ci>iisi-.teut  with  his  own  Honour,  and  the  interests  of 
His  People,  to  afford  every  facility  to  any  just  anvl 
lionouratde  arrangcn;ent,  by  which  such  evils 
may  be  averted.  He  has  therefore,  nodithculty  in 
dcclaiing  to  .ill  Europe,  that  notwuliitanding  all 
fhe  changes  which  have  taken  place  since  the 
Treaty  ot    Pe<tce,   uotvkithstauding  the  extension 
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of  the  Power  of  France,  in  rcpugn:\nce  to  that 
Treaty,  and  to  the  spirit  C)f  Peace  it.eU,  His  Ma- 
jesty will  not  avail  Idimsclf  of  ihese  circumstances, 
lo  demand  in  compensation  all  that  He  is  cniitled 
to  require,  hut  will  be  ready  lo  cnneur,  even  noxv, 
in  an  airangement  by  which  Satisfact  on  shall  be 
given  to  Him,  for  the  Indignities  which  have  been 
offered  to  His  Crown  and  to  His  People,  and  sub- 
stantial security  afforded  against  lurtlier  encroach- 
ments on  the  part  of  France. — His  Majesty  has 
thus  distinctly  anel  unreservedly  stated  the  reasons 
of  those  proceedings  to  which  he  has  found  him- 
self compelled  to  resort.  He  is  actuated  by  no 
eli-position  to  interfeie  in  the  internal  concerns  of 
any  other  State;  by  no  projec.s  of  conriuest  and 
ag;Mandizcmeiit  ;  but  solely  liy  a  sense  of  what  is 
due  to  the  honour  of  His  Ciown,  and  the  inteicsts 
ot  His  People,  and  by  an  anxious  desire  to  obstruct 
the  fuither  progress  of  a  system,  which  if  not  re- 
sisted, may  prove  fatal  to  every  part  ot  the  civi- 
lized world. 

Order  cf  his  BriLmtic  M.y-ity  in  Council  for   moiiriir  rC' 

■pihaU    on    the    Fiendi    RetuhLc. —  Dated    May    i6, 

180:1,  i2!i.{  tnkeiifrom  iJv;  Lor.dn  Ga-n^.ittc  of  M.iy  17. 

At  th'.-  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the  16th  of 

Mav  rSo^,   present,    the   King's    Most    Fx. client 

Alajcsty  in  Council. 

\V  hereas,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated  insults 
and  provocaticuis  wliich  his  iMi-jesty  h.is  expe- 
rienced from  the  government  of  France,  his  Ma- 
jesty finds  himself  conipelled  to  take  .such  mea- 
sures as  are  necessary  for  viiidicating  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  just  rights  of  his  subjects  ; 
his  Majesty,  theicfore,  is  pleased,  by  and  vi'ith  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Ciiuiicil,  to  order,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordered,  that  geiieral  reprisals  be  granted 
rigainst  the  ships,  goods,  and  subjects  of  the  Fiencli 
Republic;  so  that  as  well  his  Majesty's  fleets  and 
ships,  as  also  ail  other  ships  and  vessels  that  shall 
be  cciinmis'^ionated,  by  letters  of  marque,  or  ge- 
neral reprisals,  or  oti.eiwise,  by  iiis  Majesty's 
com.inissioners  for  e-.c>_i.tiiig  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Adniiial  of  Gieu  Bi  itaiu,  shall  and  niaylaw- 
fully  seize  all  ship^,  vessels,  and  goods  belonging 
to  the  Fic-uch  Repub'ic,  or  to  any  persons  being 
subjects,  of  the  French  Republic,  or  inliabiting 
witliin  any  of  the  tcrriiories  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, and  bring  the  same  to  judgment  in  suchCouits 
of  Admiralty  within  his  W::jesty's  dominions,  as 
shall  be  duly  commlssionaied  to  take  cogn'Zance 
thereof;  and,  to  that  end,  his  Majesty's  Advo- 
cate-General, with  the  Advocate  of  the  Adniirdl- 
ty,  arc  lortliv/ith  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  com- 
mission, and  present  the  same  to  his  M:^.jesty  at 
this  board,  authorising  the  coni.Tnissioners  lor  ex- 
ecuting the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  any 
person  or  persons  bv  them  empowered  and  ap- 
pointed, to  issue  forth  and  grant  letters  ot  marqus 
and  reprisals  to  any  of  his  Mnjcty's  suhiects,  or 
others  whom  the  said  commissiouers  shall  itcem 
fitly  quiliried  in  that  behalf,  (or  the  apprthending, 
sei>'ing,  and  taking  the  ships,  vessels,  and  goods, 
belonging  to  i  he  French  Republic,  or  to  any  per- 
sons being  sulijtcts  of  the  French  Republic,  or 
inhabiting  within  any  cl  the  leiritorifs  of  th« 
French  Republic;  and  that  such  powers  and 
claases  be  iustrttd  in  the  .'aid  commission,  as  have 
I  been  usual,  and  are  according  to  former  prece- 
dents; and  his  Majestv's  said  Advocate-Gcncfal, 
with  the  Advocate  oi  ihe  Admiralty,  are  also 
inrthwiih  10  piepare  the  dia't  of  a  ci.^mmission, 
and  present  the  same  to  his  .\lajesty  at  this  hoard, 
authorising  the  s,.id  comm.issiuners  for  executing 
the  office  of  Lcid  iligh  Admiral, towiil  and  icc^uite 
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the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  lieutenant  and  judge  of  the  said  Court,  his 
surrogate  or  surrogates,  as  also  the  several  Courts 
of  Admirahv  wiiliin  his  Majesty's  dominions  which 
shall  be  duly  commissionated  to  fake  cognizance 
of,  andjudicially  proceed  upon  all  and  all  manner 
of  captures,  seiznres,  prizes,  and  reprisals  of  all 
ships  and  goods  that  arc  or  shall  be  made,  and  to 
hear  and  deteimine  the  same,  and  according  to  the 
course  of  Admiralty  and  the  laws  of  nations,  to 
adjudge  and  condemn  all  such  ships,  vessels,  and 
goods  as  shall  belong  to  the  French  Republic,  or 
to  any  persons  being  subjects  of  the  French  Re- 
public, or  inhabiting  within  any  of  the  territoiies 
6f  the  Fiench  Republic;  and  thst  such  powers 
and  clauses  be  inserted  in  the  said  commission  as 
have  been  usual  and  are  according  to  former  pre- 
tcdents;  and  they  are  likewise  to  prepare  and  lay 
before  his  Majesty  at  this  board  a  draft  of  such  in- 
structions as  may  be  proper  to  be  sent  to  the  said 
several  Courts  ot  Admiralty  in  his  Majesty's  fo- 
reign governments  and  plantations  for  their  gui- 
dance herein  ;  as  also  another  draft  of  instructions 
for  such  ships  as  shall  be  commissionated  for  the 
purposes  above-mentioned. 

From  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the  six- 
teenth day  of  May,  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  three. 

Eldon,  C,  Portland,  P.  Westmorland.  C.  P.  S. 
AthoU,  Roxburgh,  Salisbury,  C.  Town.shend, 
Dartmouth,  Chesterfield,  Hariington,  Chatham, 
Rosslyn,  Onslow,  Courtown,  Castlcreagh, 
Hawkesbury,  Pelham,  Cathcart,  Auckland, 
Eayning,  Glenbervic,  Henry  Addington,  C.  F. 
Greville,  ViceCh.  Wm.  Wynne,  Thomas  Steele, 
Wm.  Scott,  Isaac  Corry,  C.  Yorkc,  Thomas 
Wallace,  J.  Smyth,''}.  Hiley  Addington. 
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from  the  coasts  and  central  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land. The  places  to  which  tlie  emigrants 
have  gone,  the  number.s  in  each  year,  and 
(he  totals  of  both  years  taken  together,  are 
as  follows. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Emigration. — A  report  has  beenmadeto 
the  House  of  Commons  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  survey  of  the 
coasts,  S:c.  of  Scotland,  relating  toemigration; 
and,  upon  the  authority  of  this  report,  the 
following  resolutions  were,  on  the  l/th  inst, 
moved  by  Mr  Hawkins  Browne. — "  That 
*'  persons  emigrating  from  diti'erent  parts  of 
*'  the  United  Kingdom  to  hiis  Majesty's 
**  plantations,  &c.  had  suffered  greatly  from 
*'  the  crowded  state  of  the  ships,  from  the 
*'  want  of  provisions,  &c. — That  the  ships 
"  ought  to  be  regulated  with  regard  to  the 
•'  number  of  persons  they  take  on  board,  the 
*'  quantity  of  provisions,  &c  " — Tiiose  who 
read  some  of  the  first  numbers  of  the  news- 
paper called  THE  PoKCU  PIKE,  will  recollect, 
that,  in  an  article,  entitled  "  IVbite  Slave 
*'  Trade"  the  necessity  of  sorfle  such  regu- 
lation as  that  which  appears  to  be  now  in 
contemplation  was  pointed  out,  and  the  aid 
of  the  legislature  therein  loudly  called  for. 
We  can  not,  however,  help  ex  pressing  our  sur- 
prise, that  the  subject  should  have  lain  dor- 
mant for  nearly  three  years,  and  that  it 
should  now  have  been  brought  forward  by  a 
cause  so  comparatively  insignilicant.  The 
present  report  gives  an  account  of  the  emi- 
gration, during  the  years  1801,  and  1SU2, 


Emigrated   to 


N^ova  Scotia , 

Upper  Canada 

Cape  Breton 

United  Stati-s  of  America. 


Totals 


669 


799 


1802 


198 

2,173 

34c 
600 


both 


i,i73 
34c 
730 


4,ITC 


The  first  observation  that  presents  itself 
is,  the  great  difference  between  the  last  year 
of  war  and  the  first  year  of  the  "  blessings 
"  of  peace,"  of  that  peace  and  plenty, 
brought  us  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens ;  and, 
one  cannot  but  admire  the  modesty  and  can- 
dour of  Mr.  Addington  in  not  availing  him- 
self of  this  circumstance  in  stating  the  vast 
increa,se  of  his  exports  of  British  produce,— 
Four  thousand  one  liundred  and  ten  persons 
are,  we  perceive  all  that  have  emigrated  from 
the  Highlands  in  the  course  of  two  years,  and 
of  this  number  the  whole,  except  730,  have 
gone  to  his  Majesty  s  dojmtilons,  are  still  his 
subjects,  and  are,  probably,  as  to  the  gene- 
ral interests  of  the  empire,  full  as  advanta- 
geously employed,  and  full  as  happily  for 
themselves,  as  if  they  had  remained  in  the 
Highlands,  or  had  come  to  crowd  the  Cus- 
tom-house, the  Excise,  and  the  other  public 
otiices  in  London,  In  the  Appendix  of  the 
Report,  the  committee  has  given  an  extract 
from  the  evidence  of  a  Mr.  James  Grant  of 
Redcastle,  who  states,  that  the  emigration, 
from  the  part  of  the  country  alluded  to, 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  has  amount- 
ed to  5,000  souls;  that  an  equal  number 
are  ready  to  embark  this  season  ;  that  the 
whole  depopulation  to  be  expected  from  this 
cause,  might  extend  to  25,000  souls,  a  full 
third  part  of  all  the  existing  inhabitants  of 
the  West-Highlands  including  the  adjacent 
Islands. Truely  this  is  an  alarming  cir- 
cumstance, and  highly  deserving  legislative 
attention  ;  but;,  how  cotnes  it,  that  the  mi- 
nisters, both  the  present  and  the  last,  have 
constantly  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  the  repre- 
sentations relative  to  the  emigration  from 
Ireland  and  Wales?  In  the  latter  of  the.se, 
the  means  of  emigration  have  been  furnished 
by  the  parish  officers,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  poor.  Publications  the  most  delusive 
and  false  have  been  made  for  the  express 
purpose  of  inveighing  away  the  ignorant 
country  people,  not  to  Nova  Scotia  and  Ca- 
nada, but  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
Vv/here  they  must  be  for  ever  lost  to  the  Bri- 
tish  empire.    We  know,  that  these  facts 
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were  duly  communicated  to  the  present  mi- 
nisters :   and  we  also  know,   that  they  paid 
no  attention    to   them  ;   that   they  made  no 
one  exertion  to  undeceive  the  people,  though 
ample  means/or  so  doing  were  ready  at  their 
hand.     How  comes  it,  then,  that  the  subject 
is   710ZU  taken  up  ?  There  have  been  more 
than  10,000  souls,   upon   an   average,  emi- 
grated from   Ireland   to  the  United  Stales, 
every  year  for  ten  years  last  past.     Horrid  is 
the  treatment,  which  these  people  have  met 
with  at  sea,  and,   after  their  landing",  they 
have    been    sold    by    public    advertisement. 
How  comes  it,  then,  we  again  ask,  that  (he 
voice  of  neither  interest  nor  humanity  has 
been    listened   to  till  rwzu r*  The  emigration 
from  Ireland,   not   to  the  King's  dominions, 
but   to  foreign   parts,   has  been  gre^Tter   in 
amount,  within  the  last  ten  years,   than  the 
whole  population  of  the  West  Highlands  of 
Scotland;  and,   why  arc  not  the  interests  of 
Ireland,  why  are  not  the  health  and  li\es  of 
her  people  as  dear  to  the  government  as  are 
the  interests  of  Scotland  and  the  health  and 
lives  of  her  people  ?  Where  is  the  ground  of 
this  partiality  ?  Is   Ireland   less  fertile  than 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland?   Can  the  people 
live  in   the  latter  easier  and  better  than  in 
the  former?  or  are  the  land-holders  in  the 
Highlands  more  faithful  to  the   minister  of 
the  day  than  are  the  land  holders  of  Ireland? 
All  that  appears  to   be  intended  by  the  bill, 
at  present  to  be  brought  in,   is,   to   prevent 
ill-treatment  to  the  emigrants;  but,  it  is  very 
clear  from  the  language  of  the  report,   that 
the  ultimate  object  is  lo  prevent  c?nigratio?i, 
not    only  of  men    but   of  money,  for  at  the 
close  of  the  return  for  1802,  it  is  said  :  "  this 
"  year,   the   passengers,  including  freight- 
"  money,   took   out  of  the  country,  above 
"  c£'lOO,000   sterling    cash— /o5/     io    it  for 
"  ever!" — Almost  all  the  emigrants  went  to 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Cape  Breton,  and 
it  is  not  very  fair  to  suppose,  that  their  cash, 
their   dear  delicious  cash,  was   lost   to   the 
CQuntry  for  ever,  unless,  by  the  word  country 
Scotland  alone  is  meant.  Besides,  why  should 
not  the  poor  Highlanders  carry  away  their 
cash  as  well  as  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
of  Scotland  and  England  ?  We  greatly  doubt 
that  cash  expended   by  these  people  on  the 
woods  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  is  more 
completely   lost    to    the   empire   than    that 
which  the  Duchess  of  Gordon,  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, and  a  list  of  others  too  loathsome  to  enu- 
merate, have  expended  in  Paris.  A  hundred 
thousand  pounds  lost  to  the  country  for  ever ! 
Three  vuUiom  of  pounds  have  been  thus  lost 
for  ever,  during  the  same  year,  by  those  who 
have  been  crouching   at  the  feet  of  Buona- 
parte and  his  wife.  The  very  baubles  bought 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  shining  in  the 
cjes  of  our  mortal  enemy,  who  to  that  fiua- 


lity  adds  the  more  hateful  onps  of  rebel  and 
usurper,  have  cost  nr,ore  than  all  the  three 
thousand  Highlanders  have  taken  to  Ame- 
rica.— That  every  govcrnnienl  has  a  right  to 
prevent  emigration  to  foreign  parts  is  cer- 
tain ;  it  is  not  only  an  undoubted,  but  a  just 
and  equitable  right  of  sovereignty;  but,  as 
to  the  expedience  of  using  force  for  this  pur- 
pose, that  must  depend  upon  circumstances, 
one  of  which  certainly  is  not,  that  the  pos- 
sessers  of  the  land  set  the  un-patriotic  ex- 
ample. 

Finance. — The  hirelings  of  the  ministry 
are  always  unfortunate  in  the  time  they 
choose  for  vilifying  our  Etatements.  Just 
at  the  moment  when  a  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Lords  was  confirming  our  repre- 
sentations on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Adding- 
ton's  estimates,  some  ministerial  creature 
was  advertising  a  refutation  of  those  repre* 
sentations.  We  have  not  looked  into  this 
representation,  a  neglect  which  we  partici- 
pate with  the  Public,  but  certain  we  are, 
that  whatever  sum  of  the  nation's  money  it 
has  been  purchased  with  has  been  totally 
thrown  away. — Lord  Grenville,  in  admit- 
ting, for  argument's  sake,  the  correctness  of 
all  the  accounts  laid  before  Parliament,  and 
proceeding  upon  the  supposition  that  peace 
had  continued,  clearly  made  out  a  deficit  of 
more  than  o£4,000,000  per  annum,  instead 
of  a  surplus  of  cf  1,000,000,  on  which  Mr. 
Addington  taught  the  deceived  people  lo 
rely,  making  a  ditFcrence  of  more  than 
o£5,000,000,  between  the  reality  and  the 
estimates  of  the  minister. — The  debate,  to 
which  we  allude,  and  which  will,  of  course, 
be  given  at  length  in  the  Supplement  to  this 
Volume,  was  opened,  with  great  ability  by 
Lord  King,  who  appears  to  be  a  young  no- 
bleman of  promise.  Lord  Moira's  speech- 
was  one  of  the  best  that  ever  was  heard 
even  in  that  assembly.  He  acknowledged 
that  he  had  been  deceived  as  to  the  treaty 
of  Amiens;  hs  deprecated  that  system  of 
financial  deception,  which  had  long  been 
practised  upon  the  people,  in  order  to  cover 
the  blunders  and  misconduct  of  ministers, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  some  new  anci 
unlooked-for  sacrifice;  and,  he  satirlzi^d, 
in  a  most  happy  vein  of  contempt,  the  dis- 
play of  Lord  iluckland's  "  inagnifcerJ  re- 
ceipts."— Magnificent  receipts  !  What  a 
phrase!  What  a  phrase  for  a  iiohlernan  io 
use  I  Not  3  whit  less  disgusting  than  the 
**  heavenly  turtle"  of  a  liigbi  Honourable  and 
guttling  Lord  Mayor.  The  speech  of  Lord 
Grenville,  of  which  those  who  were  not 
present  can  have  but  a  very  faint  notion, 
unravelled  th-e  whole  of  tije  labyriuthiaa 
deception,  and  exhibited  the  juggling  mi- 
m»U-c.ia  hi*  Rilive  dupiicitj.     Under  blows 


755\ 


COBBETT^  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


like  these  Lord  Auckland  w^a  suppcrial  by 
the  Earl  of  Weslnioreland  3  koav,  it  would 
rot  be  becoming  in  us  to  attempt  to  de- 
scribe.  The  stock-jobbing  lovers  of  peace 

and  plenty;  the  omnium  eaters;  all  the 
innumerable  swarm  of  locusts,  who,  with- 
out stirring  ten  miles  from,  the  capital,  de- 
vour three  fourths  of  the  produce  of  the 
whole  land  ;  this  destructive  race  of  beings 
may,  and  will  abuse  every  one  who  attempts 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  because  they 
must  know,  that  every  such  attempt  tends 
to  their  annihilation.  But,  events  will,  ere 
long,  speak  to  th«m  in  a  most  tremrndous 
voice.  The  thunder  alrt:ady  begins  to  roll, 
and  the  bolt  will  assuredly  fall.  They  may 
iowl,  but  their  bowlings  will  not  save 
them.  They  may  cry  "  blood- hounds"  as 
long  as  they  please;  but  they  must 
have  war,  and  lo  tbcjn  niost  certainly  a  war 
of  extermination.  The  stroke  may  be  post- 
poned for  a  few  months,  or  tor  a  year  or 
two;  but  it  must  come,  and  that  shortly. 
We,  for  our  parts,  believe,  that  another  ac- 
commodation with  Buonaparte  will  yet  take 
place:  another  short  respite  from  conflict  : 
and,  the  war  will,  probably,  be  nothing 
more  than  a  sort  of  half  peace,  conducted 
by  the  sapient  Addiugton  and  his  colleagues  : 
but,  all  this  will  avail  nothing,  the  great 
and  tremendous  war  must  finally  come,  and 
then  adieu  to  all    the   golden  dreams  of  the 

■votaries  of  the  Temple  of  Mammon. 

The  scenes  exhibited  in  the  City  of  Lon- 
don for  the  last  three  weeks  are  too  dis- 
gusting, too  hateful,  to  contemplate  with- 
out a  mixture  of  indescribable  loathing  and 
horror  j  and  the  man  who  does  not  desire 
to  see  an  eftVctual  bar  against  their  recur- 
rence in  future  must  be  lost  to  every  sense 
of  .shame  as  well  as  of  honour. 

The  W.\K. — It  is  unnecessary  to  refer 
our  readers  to  any  official  document,  in 
order  to  convince  them  that  war  now 
exists  between  this  country  and  France  : 
the  fact  is  notorious  ;  it  is  our  province  to 
investigate  the  circumstances  attending 
that  fact,  and  to  examine  into  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  have,  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty,  conducted  the  discussions 
which  have  finally  led  thereunto.  Before, 
however,  we  enter  on  this  examination  ; 
before  we  make  any  statement  founded  on 
the  diplomatic  correspondence  now  on  the 
table  of  ilic  Parliament  ;  before  we  exhibit 
a  confirmation  of  our  former  conjectures, 
that  the  dispute  was  invented  for  the  pur- 
pose of  disguising  the  real  cause  of  the  arma- 
ment ;  befoic  we  discharge  the  painful  duty 
of  shewing,  that  the  present  weak  and 
wicked  ministers,  after  having  passed  over 
luany  just  grounds    uf   war,    have  finally 


commenced  a  war,  become  Indeed  abso- 
lu.ely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  king- 
do;n,  bui  the  alleged  grnunA^  of  which  are 
not  only  inadt-quace  but  totally  false  :  be- 
fore we  enter  on  these  topics,  we  cannot 
refrain  from  making  some  general  reflec- 
tions on  the  present  st.'ite  of  things,  com- 
pared with  that  state,  in  whicli  we  Vv-ere 
previous  to  the  signature  oi  the  prelimi- 
naries of   peace. 

After  one  year  and  sixteen  days  of  peace, 
or  rather  of  suspended  hostilities,  war  his 
agaiti  begun,  France  having  during  the 
interval,  received  from  us,  all  the  con- 
queats  we  had  made  (the  Island  of  Malta 
excepted),  and  having,  since  the  signature 
j  of  the  Freliminaries,  and  even  i?i  consegue?iee 
\  tbereof,  gained  an  immense  acquisition  of 
power  and  of  territory,  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe.  Holland,  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  our  complaints  as  well  as  from  the 
•well  known  fact  itself,  can  now  be  regard- 
ed as  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  appen- 
dage of  the  Republic  of  France.  The  1.  ape, 
therefore,  Cochin,  Dcmerara,  ^urinanj, 
Essequibo,  and  every  other  spot  of  earth, 
which  we  have  restored  to  the  Dutch,  iiave, 
in  reality,  been  surrendered  to  France.  To 
France  we  knew  that  we  were  surrenderisg 
the  Island  of  Elba,  and  its  aln-ost  impreg- 
nable fortress  and  harbour.  This  was  ex- 
plicitly stated  in  Parliament,  previous  to 
the  conclufion  of  the  Definitive  Treaty, 
We  have  surrendered  to  her  Pondicherry, 
Mariinico,  St.  liucia,  and  Tobago,  and  have 
again  given  her  a  footing  in  Newfoundland. 
We  have  thrown  Turkey  into  her  arms, 
given  her  an  entrance  into  the  Black  Sea, 
once  more  exposed  the  famed  Seven  Islands 
to  her  intrigues,  and  laid  Egypt  open  to  her 
invasions.  Till  the  preliminary  treaty,  the 
treaty  of  the  1st  of  October,  I  SOI,  the 
news  of  which  Lord  Hawkesbury  was  so 
bapfy  to  communicate  to  the  Mayor  of 
London,  till  that  "  death  warrant  "  of 
England  was  signed,  France  did  not  at- 
tempt to  take  possession  of  the  Italian  Re« 
public  ;  it  was  not  till  then,  that  she  an- 
nexed Piedmont  to  her  territory,  and  that, 
by  hemming  up  the  Emperor  in  the  further 
corner  of  Europe,  and  by  new-modelling 
the  constitution  and  making  a  new  distri- 
bution of  the  territory  and  of  power  of 
the  Empire  of  Germany,  she  completed  her 
plan  for  excluding  us  from  all  counexioa 
with  the  continent,  and  from  ail  hope  of  its 
aid  or  co-operation. — All  these  possessions, 
all  these  sources  of  power,  all  these  means 
of  defence  as  well  as  of  ofience,  all  these 
innumerable  and  incalculable  advantages, 
France  has  gained  by  the  peace,  and  by  the 
peace  alone  ;  wbde,  on  our  side,  that  peace 
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has  brought  no  one  single  advantage,  but 
has,  on  the  contrary,  been  productive  of 
almost  every  mischief  iliat  can  fall  upon  a 
nation.  Not  one  penny  of  money  has  it 
saved  to  tlie  state,  though  it,  in  great  part, 
has  disbanded  the  army  and  dismantled  Uis 
fleet,  at  the  same  time  that  it  has  blasted 
our  fame  for  good  faith  as  well  as  for  cou- 
rage, has  shaken  the  credit  and  broken  the 
spirit  of  the  nation.  —  Such  is  the  change 
which  the  peace  has  made  in  our  relative 
slate  ;  such  is  the  price  which  we  have  paid 
for  three  hundred  and  eighiy-one  days  ot 
the  "  blessings  of  peace";  such  is  the 
difference  between  a  renewal  and  a  con- 
t'muation  of  the  war  ;  such  is  the  accon:i- 
plishment  of  Mr.  'Windham's  predictions, 
and  such  the    comment   on    the    policy  of 

Mr.    Addington    and  Mr.  Pitt. Shame 

on  the  coward,  who,  at  the  formidable 
name  of  this  latter  gentleman,  di-igui-.es 
his  sentiments,  and  affects  to  believe,  that 
a  minhtry  d'lfferenily  composed  would  have 
avoided  the  present  crisis,  and  would  have 
rendered  the  peace  of  Amiens  advantageous 
to  the  country.  If  any  proof  \\ ere  wanted 
of  the  fallacy  of  this  supposition,  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence  and  other  documents, 
now  before  the  Public,  would  most  amply 
aif'ord  that^proof.  No;  it  is  the  treaties, 
the  degrading,  the  infamous  treaties,  these, 
and  these  alone  have  produced  the  mischief, 
and  would  ha\e  produced  tliesame  mischief, 
though  not  quite  so  soon,  periiaps,  in  the 
hands  of  any  set  of  ministers  that  His 
Majesty  could  possibly  have  chosen.  in 
these  treaties  were  sown  the  seeds  of  war 
and  of  destruction  to  England.  This  was 
evident  to  the  most  superticial  politician, 
though  Mr.  Pitt  could,  or  afteaed,  not  to 
perceive  it.  The  arrangement  respecting 
Malta  that  gentleman  highly  applauded. 
Malta  is  now  the  ostensible  object  of  the 
war,  and  it  is  become  so  principally  because 
Russia  will,  on  no  account,  atrree  to  Fczr- 
rison  Its  fortresses.  I'his  was  explicitly  fore- 
told in  less  than  twenty  days  after  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Preliminary  Treay  (l)  ;  it 
M'as  repeated  again  and  again,  amidst  the 
sneers  of  the  ministers  and  their  stock- 
jobbing partizans,  one  of  whom  had  the 
iolly  and  the  assurance  to  assert,  that  "  the 
"  independence  ot  Malta  was  as  amply  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  as 
"  the  independence  of  Spain  was  by  the 
"  Treaty  of  Utrecht  "  !     Let  it  not,  there- 


(0  See  Colihctt's  Lectcrs  on  the  Peace,  zd  edit. 
p.  41.  —  Id  this  letter,  and  in  another,  which  will 
be  found  in  t!ie  Register,  Vol.  1.  p.  353,  the  c^iuses 
of  the  present  rnpture,  35  far  as  relates  to  Malti, 
arc  dearly  pointed  out. 
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fore,  be  said,  that  the  present  evils  have  not 
naturally  fi owed  from  the  peace.  A  thou- 
sand and  a  thousand  times  were  the  sup- 
porters of  that  peace  foiewarned,  that  the 
moment  all  our  conqnests  were  surrendered, 
war  would  ensue.  The  conquests  are  sur- 
rendered ;  tlie  war  has  ensued  ;  the  warning 
was  despised,  but  the  prediction  is  fullilled  ; 
ami,  unless  the  people  are  irretrievably 
sunk  in  ignorance  and  baseness,  they  will 
now  look  with  veneration,  gratitude,  and 
contidence,  to  those  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men, who  had  the  wisdom  to  foresee,  and 
the  integrity  and  zeal  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent, the  calamity  and  disgrace  which  has 
since  fallen  upon  the  country.   (2) 

Having  thus  stated  our  opinion  as  to  the 
first,  and  constantly  prevailing,  cause  of  the 
event  which  is  now  come  to  pass,  we  shaU 
now,  we  trust,  clearly  shew,  that  the  dis- 
pute wiiirh  has  immediately  led  to  this 
event,  was  begun  by  our  ministers,  and 
from  motives,  too,  very  ditierent  indeed 
from  those  alleged  in  their  divers  declara- 
tions. By  referring  to  oar  Register  of  the 
30th  uliimo,  p.  631,  it  will  be  perceived, 
that,  in  noticing  a  motion,  made  by  Lord 
Folkestone,  for  papers  relative  to  the  reten- 
tion and  evacuation  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  v/e  stated  cur  concurrence  in  his 
lordship's  opinion,  that  the  retention,  or, 
rather,  the  recapture  of  that  post,  was  the 
principal,  if  not  the  sole,  cau:,e  of  His 
Majesty's  message,  and  of  the  armament 
which  thereupon  followed  ;  and,  tliat  the 
grounds,  alleged  in  the  said  message  were 
feigned  for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the 
real  motives  of  the  ministers,  who  dreaded 
the  charge  of -perfidy,  as  well  as  the  real 
danger  to  the  country,  and  more  especially 
themselves  personally,  which  might  arise, 
aid  which  would  unquestionably  have 
arisen,  ^f  the  nezvs  of  the  reeupture  of  the. 
Cape  had  fund  them  unengaged  in  any  serious 
dispute  luitb  France.  Requesting  our  readers 
to  re-peruse  the  whole  of  tiie  observations, 
to    wdiich  we  refer,    we    beg  leave  to  call 


(2)  The  mcmhers  who  voted  against  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  13th  of 
May,  liio^-,  were:  DuLe  oi  Richmoad;  Ma)q:.ii  oi 
Buckingham;  Earii,  Carlisle,  Warwick,  Fitzwil- 
\\:\m,  Darlington,  Radnor,  :spei:cer,  Fortescue, 
Mansfield,  Caernarvon,  Carysioi  t  ;  Lo}ds,  Kenyou, 
Grenvilie,  Cawder,  Mintoi  Bhhop  ol  Rochester 
(now  St.  Asaph.) 

The  meaibtis  who  voted  against  it  in  the  Hou?c 
of  Commons,  on  the  wy\\  of  Niay,  1803,  weie: 
Mr.  Windham,  Hon.  T.  Grenvilie,  Lord  Temj  (e, 
Lord  Folkestone,  Lord  Morpeth,  Lord  Bruce,  Lord 
Kensington,.  Sir  Watkin  William  Wynne,  Bart.  Sir 
Vv^m.  Yuuiig,  Hart.  Hon.  C.  Inuidas,  Messif.  C. 
Wynne,  Elli'it,  Bnker,  .  S.  lovniz.  hiiis,  C.  Lllis, 
Fplgambe,  Chamhc-rline,  B.Cooi^e,  Dr.  LaurtiK.e,. 
Geuetal  Lcnuox,  «nd  Gcjural  Gasco''  nc, 
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their    particular  attention    to    the   follow- 
ing passage  : "  The    ministers   having 

*'  grounded  their  armnmeut  upon  the  double 
"  pretext  of  extraorduiary  /niliiary  pnpa- 
*'  rations,  and  of  imporiaui  dhcussmn,  and 
"  being  well  assured,  that  t!ie  former  did 
"  not  exist,  they  were  compelled  to  make 
*'  the:  latter  ;  and,  if  ever  the  paj^ers  re- 
*'  Intive  to  the  present  negotiation  should 
*'  be  made  public,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
*'  important  discussions  ori^i;/j2/rc/ iw//;  tbcm, 
*'  and,  that,  too  at  ihc  "very  same  tune  ivhen 
*'  the  Message  ivas  resolved  on."  —  Thsse 
papers  have  now  been  made  public,  and  no 
one  can  regret  more  sincerely  than  we  i\o, 
that  they  amply  confirm  this  conjecture. 
The  war  is  necessary,  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  preservation  of  cur  liberties  and  lives, 
and,  therefore,  we  cannot  but  lament,  that 
the  ostensible  grounds  of  it  are  manifestly 
unfounded  in  truthj  w^e  cannot  but  lament, 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  the  ig 
rorance,  the  indecision,  the  weakness,  the 
selfishness,  and  the  wickedness,  of  the  mi- 
Disters,  the  nation  has  been  plunged  into  a 
"uar,  upon  pretexts  that  gives  to  our  enemy 
the  appearance  of  having  right  on  his  side, 
and  that  inevitably  tend  to  excite  mistrust 
of  us  abroad,  and  to  create  and  cherish  a 
domestic  opposition,  a  French  faction,  a 
political  serpent  in  the  bosom  of  the  country, 
\)y  which  all  our  warlike  operations  will  be 
cramped,  and  which  may  tinally  produce, 
9t  no  very  distant  period,  a  jjeace  stili  more 
injurious,  disgraceful  and  fatal,  than  the 
last.  Nevertheless,  truth  and  justice,  wis- 
dom and  policy,  all  concur  in  demanding  a 
fiiithful  statement  of  the  case,  as  it  now 
stands  upon  the  evidence  contained  in  the 
papers  ;  for,  as  there  is  nothing  more  dis- 
honourable, so  is  there  nothing  more  loolish, 
than  to  hope  of  succeeding  in  a  war,  the 
jeal  causes  and  objects  of  which  are  hidden 
from  the  people. 

The  papers  relative  to  the  negotiation  (all 
of  which  will  be  inserted  together  in  the  Sup- 
plement to  this  Volume)  may  be  compared 
to  a  poem,  the  main  subject  of  which  is  Mal- 
ta, relieved  occasionally,  by  episodes  respect- 
ing Holland,  Switzerland,  the  Royalists,  and 
the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  in  tiie  last  of  which 
the  Editor  of  this  work  has  the  honour  to 
be  introduced  as  one  of  the  most  impla- 
cable enemiesof  France.  To  all  these  topics 
we  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  call  the 
attention  of  our  readers.  At  present,  we  must 
confine  ourselves  to  Malta,  which  is  the 
pivot  of  the  discussions,  and  on  the  terms 
respecting  which  the  negotiations  were  fi- 
nally brokeu  off. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  only  24  days  after 
the  peace  -ft-as  prgclairoe4  ia  London,  we 
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find  OrTO  and  Lord  Hawkesbury  (per- 
sons well  worthy  of  each  others  friendship) 
corresponding  about  the  appointment  of 
ambassadors  to  Malta.  Between  this  time 
and  the  latter  end  of  January,  several  letters 
passed  between  the  secretary  of  state  and 
others  relating  to  the  guarantees  of  Prussia, 
Austria,  and  Russia,  which  last  court  re- 
fused, unless  some  modification  was  made 
in  the  Xth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
— On  the  27th  of  January,  we  find  Tal- 
leyrand asking  Lord  Whitwortli,  when  En- 
gland meant  to  evacuate  Malta  ;  observing, 
at  the  same  time,  "  that  another  grand 
*'  fuaster  (Prince  Ruspoli  having  declined 
the  otfice)  "  would  soon  be  elected  ;  that 
"  ail  the  powers  of  Europe  in\ited  so  to  do, 
"  wish  the  exception  of  Russia,  whose  dif- 
"  ficulties  it  was  easy  to  remove,  and  with- 
"  out  whom  the  guaranty  would  be  equally 
"  complete,  were  ready  to  come  forward  ; 
"  (3)  and  that  consequently  the  term  would 
"  soon  arrive,  when  Great-Britain  would 
"  have  no  pretext  for  keeping  longer  pos- 
"  session." — This  was  communicated  to 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  who,  on  the  Qih.  of 
February  wrote  to  Lord  AVhitworth  a  state- 
ment of  the  views  then  entertained  by  this 
government  relative  to  Malta.  He  states, 
that  agreeably  to  the  principles  on  which  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  was  made,  Llis  Majesty 
would  have  had  a  right  to  demard  some 
compensation  for  the  late  acquisitions  of 
power  which  France  had  made  on  the  Con- 
tinent; but,  that  he  had  waived  these  preten- 
sions, and  that  a  communication  respecting 
an  amicable  arrangement  as  to  the  evacua- 
tion of  PJalta  had  been  actually  prepared, 
and  was  about  to  be  sent  to  Lord  Whitworth, 
when  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment was  attracted  by  the  othcial  report  of 
Colonel  Sebastiani,  (4)  which  appeared  ia 
the  Moniteur  of  the  bOth  of  January. — "  It 
"  is  impossible,"  says  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
"  for  His  Majesty  to  view  this  report  in  any 
"  other  light  than  as  an  official  publication  ; 
"  for  without  referring  particularly  to  expla- 
"  nations  which  have  been  repeatedly  given 
"  upon  the  subject  of  publications  in  the 
"  Moniteur,  the  article  in  question,  as  it 
"  purports  to  be  the  report  of  the  First 
"  Consul  in  an  accredited  agent,  as  it  ap- 
"  pears  to  have  been  signed  by  Colonel  Se- 
"  basliani  himself,  and  as  it  is  published  in 
"  the  official  paper,  with  an  official  title 
"  aflixed  to  it,  must  be  considered  as  au- 
"  thorized  by  the  French  government.  This 
"  report  contains  the  most  unjustijiable   irisi- 

{■!,)   Dfl   evtrHiiy  man  be&ides  Lord  Whitworth- 
write  a  sentence  like  tliis  ? 

(4)  Set  this  Report;  Register, Vol.  III.  p.  246. 
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*'  nnatioiis  and  charges  against  the  officer  luho 
*'  commanded  bis  forces  m  Egypt,  and  against 
'*  the  British  army  i?i  that  quarter,  insinuations 
"  and  charges  wholly  destitute  of  fotanda- 
"  tion,  and  such  as  would  \vaiT;uit  His  Ma- 
"  jfsty     in    demanding    that    satiifaction, 
**  which,  on  occasions  of  this  nature,  inde- 
*'  pendent  powers,  in  a  state  of  aaiity,  have 
"  a  right  to  expect  from  each  other.    It  dis 
"  closes,    moreover,  'vieius  in  the  highi'st  degree 
'*  injurious  to  the  interests  of  His  Majesty  s  do- 
'•'  minions,  and  directly  repugnant  to,  and  iit- 
"  ierly  inconsistent  luith,   the  spirit  and   letter 
"■  of  the  treaty  ^ /Jtv^^v  concluded   between 
"■  His  Majesty  and  the  French  government; 
"  and  His   Majesty  would  feel  that  he  was 
"  wanting  in  a  proper  regard  to  the  honour 
*'  of  his  crown,  and    to    the  interests  of  his 
"  dominions,  if  he  could   see  with  indiller- 
"  ence  such  a  system  developed  and  avowed. 
*'  His  Majesty  cannot,  therefore,  regard  the 
"  conduct   of  the  French    government    on 
''  various  occasions  since  the  conclusion  of 
"  the   Definitive  Treaty,    the  insinuations 
*'  and  charges  contained   in   the  report   of 
'^  Colonel  Sebasliani,  and  the  viev/s  which 
''  that   report  discloses,  without    feeling  it 
"  necessary  for  him  distinctly    to    declare, 
''  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  enter 
''  into    any   further    discussion   relative  to 
*'  Malta,  unless  he  receives  satisfactory  eK- 
"  planation  on  the  subject  of  this  commu- 
"  nication." — This  was  on   the  9th   of  Fe- 
bruary; satisfactory   explanalion  with  regard 
to  Sebastiam's   report  was  the  object,  and 
must  have  been  the  only  rational  object ;  for, 
as  to  the  abuse  of  General  Stuart  and  the  Bri- 
tish army  in  Egypt,  strange  indeed  would  it 
have  been  for   the   ministers  to  make  that  a 
ground  of  quarrel  after  the  aflair  of  Captain 
D'AuvEKGNiL,  and  after  the  official  publica- 
tion, in  the  Moniteur,  in  which  His  Majes^ty 
himself  was  styled  the  rewarder  vf  assassins. 
What   was  there,    then,    in   this    report  of 
Sebastiani  ?     What  views  did  it  disclose  so 
peculiarly  injurious  to  the  interests  of  His 
Majesty's  dorniniuns^  and   so  much   more  re- 
pugnant to,  and  inconsistent  with,  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  than  any 
of  the  other  publications  which  France  had 
issued  since  the  conclusion  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty  .'     Sebastiani   observes,     that    "  six 
"  thousand  French   would    at    present    be 
*'  enough    to    conquer   Egypt  ;  "    but,    we 
believe,  that  a  fair  coustruction  of  this  sen- 
tence, if  considered  together    withthc  con- 
text,  will   by    no  means  warrant   tlie  infe- 
rence, that    the  French   intendid  to  attempt 
such  an  expedition.     The  report  is  full  of 
lies    raid   vain    boasting  ;     bur    it    does    not 
breaJie    a  spirit  so  hostile  to  this  countrv  as 
many  other  previous  publications    in    the 
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Moniteur,  and  this  is   a  fact  which  will  be 
denied  by  no  man  who  has  read  those  pub- 
lications.    But  whatever  might  be  the  anger 
or  alarm  excited  by  this  rej)ort,  "  satisfactory 
"  explanation  "  was  all  that   was  demanded 
or  expected   on    the  subject;    and,   accord- 
ingly, we  find  Talleyrand,   on  the    17th    of 
February,     desiring     to  know     from    Lord 
Whitworth  ''  what  was  the  iiature  and  degree 
"  nf  the  satisfaction  which  his  Majesty  would 
"  require,"  and  Lord  Whiihworth,  for  want 
of  a  better  answer,  we  suppose,  replied,  that 
"  he  could  not  pretend  to  say  !  1  !" — ^Ou  the 
Friday  previous    to    the   21st    of  February, 
Lord  Whitworth  had  a  two  hours  conversa- 
tion with  Buonaparte,  who  positively  denied 
having  any  intentions  of  invading  Egypt- — • 
As  this  Ambassador  of  ours  talks  about  Fri- 
days and  Tuesdays  as  familiarly  as  if  he  were 
writing  to  a  cousin  in  the  country,   and   as 
we  have  not  an  almanack  bstbre  us,  we  must 
now  and   then    use  a  circumlocution  in  de- 
scribing the  time  at  which  certain  circum- 
stances passed. — On    the  21st  of  Eebruaiy 
Lord  Whitv/ortli   s^w  Talleyrand,  and  told 
him,  that,  "what  he  had   said  to  the  First 
•'  Consul  (at  their  long  interview)  amcunt- 
"  ed  to  an  assurance  of  the  readiness  of  his 
'•'  Majesty's  ministers  to  remove  all  subjects 
"  of  discussion,  ^nd  to  fu/fl  strict/y  the  en- 
"  gagements  zvhich  they  had  contracted,  in  as 
"  much  as  that  could  be  reconciled  ivith  the 
"  safety  of  the  state"  which,  by  the  by,    was 
rather  an  odd  sort  of  declaration  ;  but,  those 
who   have  read    these  dispatches  will  expe- 
rience very  little  surprise   at  any  thing  they 
shall  in  future   meet  with  from    the   pen  df 
Lord  Whitworth.  Talleyrand  replied,  "  that" 
(alluding  to  the  subject  of  Sebastiani's  re- 
port) "  a  project  was  in   contemplation,  by 
"  which  the   integrity  of  the.  Turlinh  Empire 
"  'ujouldhe  so  effcctuaUy  secured,  as  to  do  anvay 
"■  every  cause   of  doubt  or  uneasiness,  either 
"  wiih  regard  to  Egypt  or  any  part  of  the 
"  Turkish    dominions."-— In    answer   to   a 
communication     of     this      promise     Lord 
Ha\^keibury  wrote  to   Lord  Whitworth  on 
the  28lh  of  February,  (5)  saying  : — "  From 
"  the  postscript  of  your  Excellency's  letter, 
"  it  ap.pears  that  a  project  was  in  contem- 
"  plation,   by  which,   according  to  the  de- 
"  claration  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  the  integrity 
"  of  the  Turkish  territory  would  be  secured 
"  so  as  to  do  away  every  cause  of  doubt  or 
"  vmeasiness  either  with  regard  to  Egypt  or 
"  to  any  other   part  of  the  Turkish  domi- 
"  ninns.     His  Majesty  '^ivV/  consider  the  com' 


(;)  Tilt-re  is,  in  ihe  copy  laid  before  the  Hotis<r« 
of  Farli;*meni,  a  mlsiake  in  the  date  of  this  letter 
of  Lord  Hav\-kesbuiy.  It  should  lie  zXth  and  uot 
i8th,  since  it  acknowIeJgcs  the  receipt  of  aletter, 
dated  Paris,  2,1 5t  FebruH)')'. 
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*'  viunicatlon  of  such  a  project  ai  indicating  a 
*'  disposiiijn  on  ibe  part  of  the  French  govirn 
"  tmnt,  to  nij'ora  bun  explanation  avd  suiisfuc- 
"  ticii  respect:ni>;  some  of  the  points  -ivbicb  have 
*'  been  the  subject  of  his  represent  jiio7is.  luit 
"  after  all  that  passed,  his  Msjesty  cannot 
*'  consent  that  his  troops  should  evru-uaie 
*'  tlie  l.'^land  of  Mnha,  wuiW  sub steii.iia]  seen  ■ 
"■  r;'/v  lias  been  provided  for  those  objects, 
''  which,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
"  miglit  be  mnterially  end.ingered  by  their 
"  removal"  —  H'.rc  wc  see  thern  rising 
iVom  satis faeiery  explanation  to  suts!a?:tial 
security,  a  very  considerable  step,  and 
which  cannot,  we  thinly,  be  fairly  ascribed 
to  any  tiling  short  of  a  desire,  and  even  a 
determination,  to  protract  the  dispute  and  to 
hang  on  upon  ]Malta,  for  sotiie  purpose,  otlier 
thin  that  which  was  alleged.  At  any  rate, 
however,  who  would  not  liave  expected  from 
this  bnguRge  of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  that  the 
project  of  Talleyrand,  that  project,  the  con:i- 
munication  of  which  his  Majesty  "  w-ould 
•'  consider  as  indicating  a  disposition,  on 
"  the  part  of  the  French  government,  fo  aj- 
"  ford  him  explanation  and  satisfaction  respcct- 
"  ing  some  ot  the  points  in  dispute  j"  who 
v.'ould  not  have  regarded  this  as  the  language 
of  conciliation,  as  the  h-.rbingerof  peace? 
"What,  then,  must  have  been  the  surprise  of 
Lord  Whiiworth,  what  must  have  been  the 
surprise  of  Buonaparte,  and  what  must  be 
the  astonishment  and  indignation  of  the  Bri- 
tish people,  to  hear,  that  their  ministers, 
•witho.:t  hearing  one  word  further  from  Pa- 
ris, without  waiting  for  the  possibility  of  an 
answer  to  the  n  tier  conveying  this  concilia- 
tory langr.age,  brought  a  message  tothePar- 
liameni.  calling  iox  preparaiionsjor  ivar  !  The 
letter,  whicii  we  have  last  quoted,  was,  as 
we  have  before  remarked.  Vvfrittcn  on  tiie 
2Sth  of  February  ;  on  the  Tth  of  March  the 
message  v.-as  resolved  on,  and  a  copy  of  it 
transmitted  to  Lord  Whitworth  ;  and,  be- 
tween the  pacific  letter  of  the  28t;i  of  Fe- 
bruary a: id  the  delivery  of  the  message, 
no  covimunicaiion,  toueh:vg  the  dispute  zvith 
France,  ti^as  made  to  the  m:nhters,from  any 
quarter  'whatever  ! 

Strange,  wonderfully  strange  and  incon- 
sistent as  this  conduct  appears,  however,  the 
mystery  vanishes  in  an  instant,  when  we 
find,  which  was  really  the  case,  that  on  the 
5th  or  6th  of  March,  before  the  answer  to 
Lord  Hawkesbury 's  letter  of  the  28th  of  Fe- 
bruary could  reach  London,  ne<ws  arrived, 
that  General  Dundas  had  re-enpiured  ihe  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  The  ministers  perceived  the 
odium  and  the  danger,  to  which  tlie  com- 
munication of  this  event  would  expose  them, 
unless  they  could,  previously  to  its  being  ge- 
rerally  known,  place  the  nation  in  a  warlike 


attitude  They  had  just  grace  enongli  left  to 
dread  tiic  iniamy  of  announcing  their  re- 
commencement of  hostiliiii^s  at  the  Southern 
point  of  Airica,  while  they  were  speaking 
the  langu.ige  of  peace  and  amity  in  Europe; 
and  they  were,  too,  fir  irom  being  certain, 
tliai  Buonaparte  would  not  instantly  attempt 
an  invasion  of  Ireland  or  England  by  way  of 
revenge.  Therefore  it  was  tr.at  tiiey  brought 
the  message,  llierefore  it  vas  that  they 
armed;  and,  having  thus  prej)3:ed  them- 
selves, the  news  ot  (he  re  capture  of  the 
Cape  was  communicated  to  the  Public,  who, 
not  perceiving  the  ruse  de  guerre,  and  not 
reflecting  on  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
regarded  the  re-capture  as  a  lucky  circum- 
stance, insteadof  viewing  it  as  liie  grossest  of 
follies,  or  the  most  shameful  act  ot  fraud, 
that  ever  was  committed  by  a  nation. 

Of  the  cause  of  this  re-capture,  too,  and 
of  ilie  subsequent  evacuation,  the  papers 
before  ns  furnish  an  explanation.  On  the 
3dof  Octobe;  last,  we  find  the  accomplished 
Mr  Merry  writing  to  his  no  less  accomplish- 
ed priijci()al  in  Downing  Street,  and  con- 
veying to  him  an  overture  of  a  Swi>»  agent 
at  Pans,  who,  having  failed  in  his  negotia- 
tions with  Buonaparte,  and  having  tound 
the  door  of  all  the  other  foreign  Ambassa- 
dors shut  against  him,  applied,  as  to  a  pis- 
aller,  to  our  dignified  and  sapient  represen- 
tative. This  enterprising  Swiss  wanted 
arms,  ammunition,  stores,  and,  above  ail, 
money,  sticking  lo  the  old  proverb  "  point 
"  d'argenl  point  de  Suisse  j"  and,  it  really 
appears,  that  our  ministers,  tho->e  ministers 
who  were,  and  who  still  are,  suffering  the 
French  royalists  to  starve  in  the  streets  of  Lon- 
don; those  minister^  wlio  abandoned  to  the 
mercy,  or  rather  to  the  hellish crueliy,  of  thq- 
Corsican  murderer,  the  brave,  the  faithful, 
the  loyal  Vendeans,  thousands  of  whom  have, 
since  the  signature  of  the  Definitive  Treaty, 
fallen  beneath  ins  knife ;  those  ministers, 
who,  at  that  '^^X'j  moment  were  taking 
mea?ures  to  "  transport"  General  Georges 
and  his  gallant  followers  to  the  woods  of 
Canada,  in  order  to  sooth  the  rebel  usur- 
per against  whom  they  had  fought  in  the 
service  of  England  ;  tho-e  very  ministers 
listen  to  the  proposition  of  this  Swiss  adven- 
turer; and,  witliout  more  ado,  actually  dis- 
patched one  of  their  habile  corps  diploma- 
tique to  Switzerland  with  offers  of  "  peeii- 
niary  succours"  Mr.  IVIoore,  who  was  the 
knight  errant  chosen  upon  this  occasion, 
sallied  forth  in  search  of  adventures  on  the 
]Oth  of  October,  at  which  time  the  minis- 
ters sent  out  orders  of  retention  to  their 
other  knight  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
At  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Moore  was  dis- 
patched  to  Switzerland  or  its  neighbour- 
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hood,  a  remonstrance  was  made  by  Lord 
Hiiwkesbury  to  Mr.  Olto,  to  which  no 
answer  has  ever  been  giv^n  from  that  day 
to  this. — On  the  3lstot  Oct.  Mr.  Moore 
writes  home,  thnt,  upon  his  arrival  at  Con- 
stniice,  on  the  'J/th,  he  fonnd  that  the  Diet  j 
of  Schwitz  had  made  a  fornial  submission 
to  the  French  arnis  ;  and,  on  the  25lh  of 
November,  Loru  Havvkesbury  writes  to 
him  to  return  home;  which  the  unfortunate  ! 
knight  was,  doubiess,  very  glad  to  flo,  hav- 
ing, without  even  entering  (heir  temtory, 
rendered  the  Swiss  much  nbout  the  same  | 
sort  of  service  as  that  which  Don  Quixotte 
rendered  the  farmer'a  boy  ;  and  having  him- 
self been,  for  nearly  two  months,  the  stand- 
ing jest  of  the  French  ana  German  writers, 
who  ab--c'lniely  laughed  him  otr"  the  Conti- 
nent.— When,  th.  refore,  it  was  known, 
that  the  Diet  of  Schwitz  had  submitted,  the 
ministers  hastened  to  countermand  the  or- 
ders they  liad  sent  out  for  the  retention  of 
the  Cape.  They  were  in  a  humour  now  to 
surrender  everything;  lor,  under  the  date 
ot  the  30th  of  November,  we  hnd  an  apo- 
logy sent  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  for  General 
Stuart's  not  having  evacuated  Egypt,  and 
stating,  that  an  order  had  7wzu  been  sent 
him  to  do  it  immediately.  There  was  still 
some  excuse  for  keeping  Malia  till  the 
guarantees  were  comph-ted  ;  but  that  too 
would  have  been  surrendered,  had  no  orders 
been  gone  out  for  the  retention  of  the  Cape. 
Ti)ose  orders  might  be  executed,  and  the 
news  might  come  off,  before  the  counter- 
crder  arrived;  if  so,  as  we  should  have  had 
nothing  at  all  left  in  hand,  a  war,  on  the 
part  or  France,  would  have  instantly  en- 
iued  ;  she  would,  as  her  first  act,  have 
seized  on  Malta  and  on  Egypt,  just  about 
the  time  when  we  shouUl  have  heard  of 
the  final  surrender  of  the  Cape.  This  the 
•'  safe  politicians' were  afraid  of,  and,  there- 
fore, they  kept  talking  about  arrangements, 
grand- iniiitcrs,  guarantees,  and  Schculianis 
Report,  till  they  should  hear  whether  their 
order  for  surrendering  the  Cape  overtook 
the  order  for  its  rdtenlion.  it  did  not. 
.The  recapture  was  made  ;  the  news  came 
while  they  were  eking  out  their  tenure  up- 
on the  gasconades  of  .  rbastiani,  which 
appear  to  have  been  their  last  resource, 
and  instantly  ihey  changed  their  tone  from 
llie  pacific  language  of  Lord  Hawkesbury's 
letter  of  the  2Slh  of  February,  to  that  of  the 
King's  Message  and  the  measures  subse- 
quent thereto. 

Now,  therefore,  and  7wt  till  now,  the 
*'  iriportant  discussions,"  mentioned  in  the 
IMessage  began.  A  demand  was  now,  for 
the  lirst  time,  niade  to  retain  Malta  for  a 
term  of  years,  or  in  perpetuity  j  and,  as  we 
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before  observed,  a  dispute  was  thus  hiventrd 
by  the  ministers,  to  hide  their  real  mo- 
tives. Having,  however,  begun  tiu:  quar- 
rel, they  soon  brought  into  it  all  those 
points  which  ought  to  have  been  the  subject 
of  discussion  lotig  before;  but,  the  real  object 
of  the  Message  and  the  armament  was,  the 
dread  which  they  ju-.ily  entertained  of  tlie 
consequences  that  might  arise  from  the 
news  of  the  recapture  of  the  Cape  finding 
them  in  an  attitude  of  profiiund  peace. 
When  they  perceived,  that  this  news,  being; 
almost  immediately  followed  by  that  ot  a 
final  restoration  of  the  Cope,  pioduced  no 
very  great  effect  in  France  an  1  Ilrdland, 
they  would  gladly  have  recalled  I'r;  Mes- 
sage together  v/ilh  its  attendant  mea?;u!es  ; 
but,  here  the  love  of  place  inter;jOsed  ;  they 
well  knew  that  the  cause  of  the  Message 
would  have  been  demanded  at  their  hands ; 
they  well  kn^-w,  that  proof  of  the  "  mlli- 
iary  pref-nratious"  liavng  ceased,  proof  of 
the  stilisfactory  termination  of  the  "  impor- 
tant discinshmsy  would  have  been  required, 
in  order  to  justify  the  disonaiiLUince  of  the 
armament  ;  such  proof  they  could  not  have 
given  the  true  motive  of  their  conduct  ; 
must  have  appeared,  and  even  the  vain  and 
insolent  7\ddingtons  had  not  the  assurance 
to  hope,  that  the  people  would  have  pati- 
ently borne  the  expense  of  two  or  three 
millions  merely  on  account  of  those  upstarts 
having  retained,  for  a  few  days,  a  post  since 
given  up.  Something,  tlierefore,  and  some- 
thing a  little  solid,  too,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  obtain  in  their  own  defence,  and 
to  this  we  have  to  attribute  their  demands 
respecting  Malta.  If  they  obtained  what 
they  asked,  it  gave  them  a  new  lease  of 
their  places;  if  not,  they  could  but  lose 
those  places,  a  loss  which  already  threaten- 
ed them,  and  which,  on  account  of  the 
finances  in  particular,  they  began  to  regard 
as  inevitable.  Their  demands  were  not  ac- 
ceded to,  and  the  consequence  is,  we  are 
now  in  a  state  of  war;  a  war  for  which 
there  were  and  are  many  good  and  iujjieient 
causes,  a  war  which  is  absolutely  ncc(ss;;ry 
to  the  very  existence  of  England  as  an  in- 
dependent nation,  but  which,  as  far  as  is 
proved  by  the  diplomatic  papers,  is  ground- 
ed upon  pretexts  totally  false,  and  which, 
if  the  language  of  the  declaration  be  ad- 
hered to,  may  consistently  be  closed,  Avith- 
out  having  effected  any  one  of  the  objects 
for  which  alone  it  ought  to  have  been  com- 
menced ;  a  war,  in  short,  undertaken 
neither  for  national  honour  nor  national 
security,  but  solely  for  purposes  of  ministe- 
rial interest  and  ambition.— And,  is  it  true, 
can  if  possibly  be  true,  t!;at  Mr.  Pitt  will 
defend  the  authors  of  this  measure  ?  Will 
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lie  for  ever  blast  his  fame  by  identifying  I  will  be  satisfied  with  nothlnjj  short  of  the 
himself  with   these   t«en  ?  We   trust   not;     slavery  of    Englishmen,    nothing:   short  of 


but,  whatever  may  be  his  hne  of  conduct, 
■whatever  national  sacrifices  he  may  be  de- 
termined to  make  ralh'^r  than  acknowledge 
his  error  respecting  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
rather  than  suff-^r  his  creatures   to  incur  the 


"  reducing^  this  seat  of  freedom  to  the  gro- 
"  veiling  and  detestable  state  of  a  province 
"  of  France;"  but,  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  it  was  to  this  enemy,  this  insolent,  and 
malignant  enemy,  that  the  present  ministers 


responsibility  which  the  nation  has  a  right  |  surrendered  the  means  of  effecting  his  object 
to  demand  at  their  hands,  we  hope  that  the  }  (if  it  ever  is  to  be  effected)  and  that  they 
Parliament  will  not  forget,  or  neglect,  their  did  this,  too,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
duty  to  their  Sovereign  and  his  people.  disposition  ani  intentions  of  that  enemy.  Till, 

"  We  are"  say  the  writers  ot  a  daily  therefore,  justice  be  rendered  them  on  this 
paper,  "  the  very  last  who  would  attempt  to  score,  what  hope  can  they  entertain  from 
"  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  present  crazv  i  any  sacrifices  or  exertions  of  theirs  ?  and  what 
*'•  and  impctent  ministry.  Such  a  task  would     confidence  can  they  repose  in  the   govern- 


*'  require  tha  grejtest  effort   of  ingenuity. 

*'  At  this  awful  and  alarmingcrisis,  however, 

**  when  the  enemy  is  at  our  gate — when  he 

*'  threatens   the  des':ruction   of  our    dearest 


men:  which  shall  refuse  them  that  justice? 


NOTICES. 

Next  week  wc  shall  pulilish  two  sheets,' 
"  rights  and  liberties — when  he  avovs  that  I  and,  shall,  if  possible,  enter  fully  intoourpro- 
"  nothii-g  will  satisfy  him  but  the  complete  i  posed  discussion  relative  to  the  justice  and 
''  humiliation  or  slavery  of  Englishmen,  the  ■  ntcessity  of  imjicciching  tin  -mimstcrs^  a  subject  to 
*'  reduction  of  this  seat  of  freedom  to  the  |  which,  we  are  glad  to  perceive,  the  public 
*'  groveling  and  detestable  state  of  a  French  |  has,  at  last,  turned  its  serious  attention. 
"  province— it  is  t/.e/!  cur  iii:tj  to  invigorate  {//e  ■  SCl^  Correspondents  will,  we  doubt  not, 
"  measures  of  Government.  At  such  a  moment- 
**  ous  and  dangerous  crisis,  Jiarty  distinctions 
"  OJid  Jictrty  prejudice:  ought  to  cease,  and  the 
**  only  spirit  of  emulation  ought  to  be,  who, 
*'  on  such  a  great  and  urgenc  occasion,  will 

*'  first  meet  and  repel  our  common  Enemv,  j  and  information,  from  the  writings  which 
"  and  the  Enemy  of  Mankind."— Amen  !  j  have  been  published  therein,  under  the  name 
So  be  it,  v/ith  all  our  hearts!  We  arc  under  of  Swenska.  They  v/ill  doubtless  remember 
the  influence  of  nojiarty;  we  are  of  no  parry  \  th;u  it  was  from  this  gentleman,  we  received 
but  that  of  our  Pling  and  his  faithful  people,  j  and  published  an  intimation  of  the  project 
Yes,  perish  the  man,  who  would  not,  at  for  the  new  division  of  Germany,  several 
this  time,  endeavour  lo  '■'■invigorate  the  mea-     days  before  even  the  ministers  had  any  sus- 


havc  the  goodness  to  excuse  our  omissions  of 
this  week.  The  communications  respecting 
Maha  shall  certainly  appear  in  our  next. 

•x-^*  '\;\\Q  readers  of  the  Register  must,  ou 
several  occasions  have  derived  great  pleasure 


sures  of  governmen\"  That  is  the  very  ob- 
ject of  all  our  endeavours,  and  it  will  be 
readily  allowed,  that  nothing  is  so  likely  to 
effect  it,  as  driving  from  that  government 
i^eahiess  and  jiusillanimity.  Bur,  the  govern- 
ment, to  have  lasting  vigour,  mu'^t  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  It  may  just  sus- 
tain itself  by  means  of  their  money;  but,  in 
order  to  make  the  required  exertions,  it  must 
have  their  hearts  also,  and  these  are  not  to 
be  obtained  without  an  assurance^  without 
"  the  evidence  of  facts, '^  that  another  peace  of 
Amiens  will  not  be  made  ;  that  the  interests 
and  honour  of  their  country  will  not  be  again 
sacrificed  to  gratiiythc  avarice  and  the  vanity 
of  another  set  of  we.\k  and  wicked  ministers. 
Until  they  obtain  such  an  assurance,  they 
will  never  agun  give  their  cordial  support  to 
the  government ;  -.ind  this  assurance  can  be 
given  them  (inly  in  bringing  to  justice,  strict 
justice,  the  authors  of  tacir  present  calamity 
and  disgrace.     True  it  is,  that   the  enemy 


picion  on  the  subject.  We  have  lately  made 
some  extracts  from  a  work  by  the  same 
hand:  some  copies  of  this  work,  which  has 
been  published  at  the  Hague,  are  now  re^ 
ceived  in  London,  and  we  take  the  liberty  _ 
to  recommend  its  perusal  to  every  gentleman 
who  wishes  to  possessan  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  present  situation,  interests  and  views 
of  the  nations  on  the  continent.  The  author 
writes  generally  from  personal  observation  ; 
and,  as  to  France  in  particular,  his  inform- 
ation is  interesting  and  valuable  beyond  de- 
scription.— The  work  is  English,  and  the 
price  is  12s.  It  is  entitled  '•'•Sketches  on  the 
"  Intrinsic  Strength,  Military  and  Naval  Force 
"  of  France  and  Russia ;  luith  remarks  on  their 
"  Jiresent  connexion,  JioUtical  influence,  and  future 
'■'•  frojects." — Sold  by  Harding,  Pall  Mall; 
Bagshaw,  Bow  Street,  Covcnt  Garden  ;  and 
Richardson,  Royal  Exchange. 

Eruatum   in    last  sheet,   p.   735,  E  2g> 
for  Darnley  read  Danhy. 
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MALTESE  QUESTION. 

The  conckirt  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
with  respect  to  foreign  powers,  since  the 
negotiation  of  the  Prelinninary  Treaty,  that 
negotiation  i  iclusive,  »-xhibits  a  series  of 
acts,  amongst  which  it  is  difficult  to  point 
out  the  meanest,  the  most  dishonour,"!'  in 
itself,  or  the  most  injurious  to  their  coun- 
try ;  but,  if,  in  ihis  picture  of  political  ini- 
quity, any  one  part  assumes  a  dye  pecu- 
liarly dark,  and,  by  aiming  at  the  scandalous 
pre-eminence,  breaks  through  the  odious  and 
detesable  uniformity,  ii.  is  their  conduct 
relative  to  the  Island  and  Ibe  people  of 
Malta. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  full  and  correct  view 
of  this  their  conduct,  the  reader  will  find  it 
neccbS^iy  first  to  go  back  to  the  terms  of  the 
Preliiuiuarv  Treaty    with     France,    Article 
IV.  (I)  whrre  it  is  stipulated,    that,  "the 
'•'  Isl   ud    nf  Malta,  with  its  dependencies, 
*'  shall   be  evacuated  by  the  troops  of  his 
"  Britannic    Majesty,    and   restored  to   the 
"  Order  of  St    John   of  Jerusalem;"    and 
that,  "   for  the  purpose  of  rendering   this 
*'  Island  completely   independent  of  either 
*'  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  it  shall  be 
"  placed  under  the  guarantee  and   profec- 
"  fion  of  a  third  power,  to  be  agreed  upon 
"  in  the  Definitive  Treaty." — For  opinions  as 
to  the  ivisdom  of  this  stipulation,  considered 
with  regard  to  ourselves,    we  refer  the  rea- 
der to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Pitt;  (2)  and,  for 
opinions  as  to  \\^  folly,  we  refer  him  to  the 
speech  of    Mr.  Windham  (3),    to  which  re- 
ferences we  beg  leave  to  add  another,  to  Mr. 
Cobbett's  Letters  on  the  Preliftimary  Treaty, 
published  in  the  very  same  month  of  Octo- 
ber which  witnessed  the  signature  of  that 
most  silly,  de  tructive,  and  disgraceful  com-» 
pact  (4).     It  was  here  stated,   in  less  than 
twenty   days  after   the   Preliminary  Treaty 
was  promulgated,  that  the  stipulations  rela- 


(i)  See  Register,  Vol.  I.  p.  163. 

(2)   See  Debates,  Register,  Vol.  It.  p.  II3S. 

(tj)  Ibid,  p  1167.  We  beg  the  reader  to  turn 
to  these  pages.  They  record  opinions  highly  im- 
portaiu  at  this  time. 

(4)  Letters  on  ihc  Peace,  ad  Eaition,  p.  40, 

ft     Sf!J. 
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tive  to  Malta  were  absolutely  Impracticable, 
and  that,  whenever  the  Island  should  be 
evacuated  by  the  English,  it  would  most  as- 
suredly be  taken  possession  of  by  the  French. 
But,  it  is  not  the  question  between  the  na- 
tion and  the  ministers,  so  much  as  that  be- 
tween the  ministers  nnd  the  people  of  Malta, 
into  which  we  are  n(AV  to  examine. 

No  sooner  was    the  treaty  of   Downing 
Street,   the   di'-graceful  Preliminary  Treaty, 
made  known  to  the  Maltese,  than  they  re- 
monstrated against  the  injustice  and  cruelty 
of  the  stipulations  relative  to  their  country, 
of  which  they  alleged  that  they  themselves 
had  the  sole  right,  both  of  possession  and  of 
sovereignty,  which  rights  (hey  were  willing 
to  transfer  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  but  by 
n--  means  to  the  Knights  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John    of   Jerusalem.      This    remonstrance 
(winch  we  beg   the  reader   to  re-peruse  in 
pjge   674  et  seq.  of  the  present  volunie), 
was  drawn  up  at  Malta,   and  sanctioned  by 
the  people,  in   the  most  lawful  mannc-,  on 
the  22d  of  October,    IhUl  j  a  copy  of  it  was 
immediately  forwarded   to  his  Majesty's  se- 
cretary of  state  for  the  war  department,  [  ord 
Hobart;  and,  lest  that  mode  of  applicjiiion 
should  fail  of  success,  a  deputation  consist- 
ing of  six  persons  was  chosen,  and  dispatch- 
ed to  London,  with  orders  to  present  the  re- 
monstrance in  person,  and  to  enforce  its  de- 
mands.    Early  in  February,  1802,  while  the 
negotiation   of   the   Definitive  Treaty  was 
going  on,  these  deputies  arrived  in  London, 
and,  on  the  4th  of  that  month,   they  wrote 
an  official  letter  to   Lord   Hobart,   stating 
their  quality  and  their  business,  also  solicit- 
ing an  inter\  lew  (5).     In  answer  to  this  let- 
ter, they  received,  from  Lord  Hobart,  a  ver- 
bal message,  through  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  in 
which  they  were  told,  "  ibry  ivould  do  well 
"  to  procure  their  departure  froin  London  as 
"  soon  as  possible,  aducing  for  reasons,   that 
"  their  remaining  luoidd  ^i'ue  jealomy  to  France, 
"  and  thereby  impede  the  conclusion  of  the 
"  Definitive  Treaty;  and  that  he  could  not 
"  for   reasons   of  state,    receive   and    hear 
"  them  at  bis  office,  but  would  permit  them 

(5)  See  ibis  Vulume,  p.  679. 
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"  to  come  to  his  prk>ule  house." — On  the 
8th  of  February  they  went  to  his  private 
house,  where  (hey  repeated,  amplified,  and 
enforced,  every  statement  in  their  original  re- 
monstrance (which  v/e  again  beg  our  readers 
to  re-peruse);  and,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
they  sent  in,  to  Lord  Hobart's  office,  the 
memorial  which  will  be  found  in  the  present 
Vol.  p.  6S0  et  seq.  and  in  which  memorial, 
are  recapitulated  ail  the  statements,  reason- 
ings, and  determinntions,  contained  in  the 
remonstrance. — The  day  after  this  memo- 
rial was  delivered  in,  the  deputies  wrote  to 
their  constituents  at  Malta,  a  letter,  giving 
them  an  account  of  the  unworthy  treatment 
they  had  met  with  in  London,  an  extract 
Irora  which  letter  we  sliall  by-and-by  insert. 
After,  however,  the  interview  with  Lord 
Hobart^  at  which  one  of  the  deputies  had 
freely  ei:press;d  the  indignant  feelings  of 
liis  countrymen,  (he  deputation  was  better 
treated.  They  were  shown  about  London, 
a  sum  of  vwney  sjoas  given  to  each  oj  them,  and 
having  desired  to  be  introduced  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, they  were  taken  to  AVindsor,  where  a 
meeting  which  should,  in  case  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  I'Vance,  be  capable  of  being  con- 
strued into  viere  accident,  was  contrived. — 
After  the  Definitive  Treaty  was  signed,  a  fri- 
gatewas  prepared  for  theirreception,  at  Ports- 
mouth, on  board  of  which  frigate  they  em- 
barked for  Mal;a,  having,  on  the  2d  of  April, 
been  prevailed  on  to  write  a  letter  to  Lord  Ho- 
bart,  containing  such  expressions  as  might 
be  regarded  as  amounting  to  a7i  approbaiiori 
of  the  siipuhit!07is  in  the  Di'finlhve  Tii-afv,  re- 
lative to  the  Island  and  the  people  of  Alalia, 
which  letter  was,  on  Friday,  the  Ifjih  inst. 
read  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  as  a  sort  of  reply  to  the 
charges,  which  we  have,  on  this  h-ad,  here- 
tofore preferred  against  him  and  his  col- 
leagues; but,  so  far  were  the  people  of 
Malta,  ibc  cons t'lttie /its  of  the  depniles,  from 
being  satisfied  with  these  stipiilatior.s,  that, 
upon  the  promulgation  of  tijem  in  their 
Island,  ihty  tore  down  the  posting  bills 
(containing  a  translation  of  the  10th  article 
of  the  treaty),  from  txcxy  place  \vl;ere  they 
bad  been  stuck  up  5  and,  as  we  have  before 
stated,  they  carried  their  resentment  against 
this  counti-y  to  such  a  length,  that  they  re- 
solved to  j/cld  Up  their  country  to  France,  ra- 
ther than  submit  to  the  arrangement  we 
had  imposed  on  them,  a  measure  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  conld  have  been  pre- 
vented only  by  the  war,  which  has  i:ow  taken 
place. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  shameful  trans- 
action, relative  to  which  th(jre  are  iour 
pf.nnis  liiat  pifsenl  then;selves  for  particular 
inciuirv,  or  rather  comnient^   lor,    as  lo  the 


facts  charged  against  ministers  very  little 
doubt  can  exist:  1.  The  right,  on  which 
the  ministers  proceeded  in  making  the  ar- 
rangement agreed  on  in  the  10th  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  or  rather,  to  use  the 
expression  of  the  Maltese,  "  in  selling  theni 
"  as  slaves  for  a  political  consideration  :" 
2.  The  deception,  which  ministers  prac- 
tised on  the  parliament,  by  stating,  as  they 
did  in  the  debates  on  the  Definitive  Treaty^ 
that  the  people  of  Malta,  were  satisfied  with 
and  grateful  for,  that  arrangement :  3.  The 
shameful  pusillanimity,  towards  France,  and 
the  more  shameful  injustice,  cruelty,  and 
insolence,  which  they  discovered  with  re- 
spect to  the  Maltese,  in  their  refusal  to  give 
the  deputies  an  official  reception  and  hear- 
ing:  4.  The  deception,  which  the  ministers 
practised  on  the  parliament,  by  refusing,  as 
they  did  upon  the  motion  of  Lord  Temple, 
to  produce  the  information  which  they  pos- 
sessed relative  to  tiie  rights  and  claims  of 
the  Maltese,  alleging,  on  the  ground  of 
such  refusal,  that  they  were  in  possession  of 
no  official  papers  on  the  subject. 

1.  The  right,  on  which  ministers  pro- 
ceeded to  make  the  arrangement  contained 
in  the  tenth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
was,  as  stated  by  Lord  Hobart  himself,  the 
r'lrht  (f  ccnquest,  "  As  we  ivon  the  Island  ly 
"  force  of  arms,  we  had  an  indisputable 
"  right  to  arrange  its  government."  This 
was  the  justification  set  up  by  Lord  Ho- 
bart (6),  under  whose  department  the  con- 
sideration of  this  part  of  the  treaty  more 
immediately  fell.  And,  vc\y  glad  indeed, 
should  we  be  to  be  able  to  maintain  his 
Lordship's  position  j  for,  much  as  we  dis- 
like the  ministers,  great  as  is  the.  anger  and 
resentment  which  we  feel  against  them  for 
the  disgrace  they  have  brought  upon  their 
country,  that  countiy  must  be  ans'.verable 
for  their  acts,  and,  therefore,  we  cannot  but 
regret  that  those  acts  admit  of  no  palliation. 
—  Our  right  "  to  arrange  the  government"  of 
Malta  rests  then,  it  seems,  on  the  pre-exist- 
ent  right  of  conquest,  which  is,  in  fact,  the 
least  equivocal  of  all  poShil?le  rights.  But, 
this  right  of  conquest  is  denied,  flatly  de- 
nied, not  by  our  enemies,  not  by  the  unprin- 
cipled and  malignant  Buonaparte,  nor  by  his 
wortiiy  brother  in  apostacy,  Talleyrand,  but 
by  our  friends,  the  people  of  Malta  them- 
selves, who,  though  they  will  not  "  be  sold 
"■  as  slaves  tor  a  political  consideration," 
desire  nothing  better,  nothing  more  happy 
or  honourable,  than  to  become  the  fellow- 
subjects  of  Englishiuen. — The  conquest, 
says  Lord    Hobart,  we  effected  "  hy  force  of 

{(>)  See  his  Speech  on  the  Definitive  Treaty,  R^a 
giitur,  Vol.  II.  p.  1:41^ 


'*  arms."  It  may  be  possible  for  a  right  of 
conqupst  to  accrue  from  something  less 
than  force  of  arras ;  but,  at  any  rate,  Malta 
was  not  won  by  the  actual  force  of  British 
arms.  The  Maltese  allege,  and  with  great 
tru'.h,  that  tbey  themselves  s\ihAnQ<iL  the  French 
force,  and  won  the  Island,  and  that  the  con- 
quest was  theirs,  a  fact  which  we  think  is 
clearly  established  by  the  history  of  the  war 
in  that  Island,  and  particularly  from  "  a 
*'  Journal  of  the  siege  of  Valetta,  written 
'■•'  by  Colonel  Coroona,  commander  of 
**  the  Neapolitan  auxiliary  troops  at  the 
*'  blockade  of  Malta,  published  at  Naples  in 
"  1801,"  of  which  Journal  the  fullowiug  is 
an  extract. 

The  2tl  Sept.  1798.  The  insuriection  against 
the  French  begrin  in  Citta  Vecchia,  which  tlie 
]Vlaltese  took  by  storm,  and  put  the  whole  of  the 
gaivi;on  to  ihe  sword.  They  broke  the  aqacviuet 
that  supplies  Valetta  with  water,  and  fcized  on 
the  magazines  of  powder  in  Cotoncr,  but  were  not 
able  10  keep  that  part  ot  the  great  fortress,  not 
having  formed  in  Valetta  a  party  sufficient  to  sup- 
port them.  On  the  lualU  of  Citta  FcCcUa  they  dh- 
flayed   the    aic  erit    Miltesc  Standard,    red   and   ivhttc. 

The  3d  Sept.  1  he  French  made  a  s.illy  from  Va- 
letta, but  were  driven  back.  The  MaltCbC  hid 
nearly  gotten  posseshioa  of  all  the  forts  on  the 
side  of  rhe  Great  Port  opposite  Valetta  ;  tiut  they 
failed  in  the  attempt,  and  they  remained  to  the 
<Jay  of  the  sunenderof  Valetta  in  the  han-ls  of 
the  French.  ;  but  the  Maltese  emptied  the  powder 
magazines,  and  took  away  many  standi  of  arms. 

The  Maltese  transported  all  the  cannon  from 

the  different  forts  and  batteries  they  had  taken, 
and  raised  batteries  and  encamped  round  Valetta. 
Tliey  drove  the  French  vessels  out  of  Marsa  Mus- 
cetto  port,  and  cannonaded  those  in  the  Great 
Port   from  Corodino  height,  and  obliged  them   to 

retire  into   the  inner   potts. They  established 

four  camp?  round  Valetta  and  ba'teries — and  post- 
ed advanced  guards  near  all  the  gates.  They  ap- 
pointed two  gejrerals,  colonels,  and  heads  of  bat- 
talions,  and  oiganized  the   army. They  sent  a 

boat  to  inform  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  of 
their  undertaking  and  success,  and  to  ask  his  as- 
sistance, and  a  supply  of  provisions  wliich  they 
ofTered  to  pay  for. — The  rapidity  with  wliich  the 
Maltese  accomplished  these  operations  is  incredi- 
ble, and  every  thing  was  Hnislied  before  Septem- 
ber, when  a  Portuguese  squadron  of  four  ships  ap- 
peared, the  Maltese  sent  to  them,  and  they  afTord- 
c.i  every  assistance   in  their  power  of  arms   and 

ammunition. The   FreiJch    ofFered    a   general 

pardon  and   a    peace,   •which   was   refused. 

Oct.  jth.  The  French  made  at  one  time  four 
sallies  in  four  columns  to  attack  the  Maltese  c^mp 
and  batteries.     They  were  from   every  one  driven 

back  with  very  great   loss. Now  the  Maltese 

felt  their  superiority,  and  only  thought  of  storm- 
ing Valetta. TheiSthOct.  The  division  of  the 

British  fleet  appeared  off  Malta,  and  assisted  them 
with  mortars,  cannon,  and  muskets.  The  King 
of  Naples  now  allowed  them  to  export  from  Sicily 
lojoco  quarters  of  wheat  on  credit,  for  which  they 
mortgaged  the  lands  of  some  villages. — »— The 
people  of  Ciozo  had  in  like  manner  driven  liie 
French  into  Foit  Chamberg,  and  taken  every 
ether  post.  This  was  now  taken  by  the  Maltese 
WBiier  the  ccrninaud  of  Castagna  (one  of  tUe  JJe- 
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puties  sent  to  Tondon)  the  29th  Oct.- 
2iot  Nov.  was  the  last  sortie  the  Fiench  made. 
They  attacked  the  M.iltese  hattery  on  the  Hill  of 
Corodino,  and  were  defeated  with  great  loss  bv 
the  Maltese,  who  were  tliere  alone. — ——The 
French  remained  thus  blockaded,  till  the  4th  of 
Sept.  1800,  when  »t  surrendered. 

The  British  and  allied  troops  did  not  gain 
one  inch  of  ground  from  the  French,  or 
take  one  single  fortress  or  post  from  them. 
General  Pigot  and  Colonel  Graham  are  here 
in  London  ;    let  them  be  called  on  to  say,  if 

they  can,  the  contrary. The  Maltese  had 

taken  from  the  French  all  that  was  takea 
from  them,  until  the  surrender  of  Valetta, 
and  they  had  conquered  the  whole  Island, 
except  Valetta  and  the  fortresses  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Great  Port  belonging  to 
It,  before  the  Portuguese  arrived  by  chance, 
who  were  the  tirst  tliat  gave  ihem  any  as- 
sistance. The  Maltese  bad  concerted  with 
no  power,  not  even  Sicily  that  is  within  six 
hours  sail.  They  rose  and  expelled  the 
French   out  of  every  post  and   drove   them 

into    Valetta. On    the     igth    of    June, 

1800,  Colonel  (then  Brigadier-General) 
Graham,  who  commanded  the  handful  of 
British  troops,  just  then  arrived  at  Malta, 
issued  the  fulknving  address  to  the  Maltese, 
to  excite  them  to  storm  Valetta. 

Brave  Maltese, — You  have  rendered  your- 
selves interesting  at-id  conspicuous  to  all  the 
woild.  History  d.-.es  not  present  a  more  surpris- 
ing example.  Given  in  prey  to  your  invaders, 
deprived  of  the  means  of  resistance,  an  eternal 
slavery  seemed  to  be  your  inevitable  destiny. — 
The  cppeiii.n,  and  the  uiciilege  of  your  tv<inU  fthe 
knightsj  became  insufferable.  Without  considering 
C(3nsequeiices,  you  determined  at  any  price  t» 
vindicate  your  wrongs  ;  without  aims,  v.ir.hout 
the  rescurtes  of  war,  you  broke  in  pieces  yoiir 
chains. —  Your  patriotism,  your  courage,  your  re- 
ligion, supplied  all  wants.  Your  cnergv  com- 
manded ticiory^  and  enemies  formidable  to  the 
best  disciplined  troops  of  Europe,  ceded  in  every 
point  to  yrjur  matchless  eflbrts,  and  liid  their  dis- 
grace behmd  the  ramparts. — The  courageous  bat- 
talions of  the  towns  {rasali)  have,  ener  sinrc^  con- 
fined them  there,  with  a  vigilance  and  a  patience 
worthy  of  the  cause  of  liberty. — You  asked  asmt- 
anee.  The  powers  which  act  in  alliance  for  tlie 
support  of  civil  society,  and  of  religion,  hastened 
to  your  alleviation.  Arms,  ammunition,  m.onev, 
and  corn,  were  furnished  you  ;  their  ships  have 
intercepted  the  succours  to  your  enemies. — My 
Master,  Sovereign  of  a  people  free  .and  generou^f 
sent  me  with  a  Itandful  of  men,  tO  support  you, 
{ioitencrid)  until  an  imposing  force  should  be  pre- 
pared for  the  reduction  of  Valetta;  but  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  war  have  hitherto  retarded  it  : 
in  the  mean-time,  this  is  a  psecious  moment,  and 
it  ought  not  to  be  lost. — What  then  is  to  be  done 
to  profit  by  so  favourable  a  circumstance  .'  I  will 
anticipate  your  answer  Yoii  are  again  ready 
to  unite  in  mass,  to  complete  the  glorious  work 
which  you  began,— To  arms  then,  O  Maltese  !  he 
the  universal  cry  of  the  island  :  for  God  and  your 
COUNTRY  !  Who  is  there  so  deaf  to  every  senti- 
nofcirt  ol  duty  and  of  honour,  who  \vill  uot  voluu-  . 
,  C  c  2 
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tarily  obey  such  an  iavitatu»n  I  None,  none,  but  I 
traitors,  or  -vile  time-scrvei  s  :  such  we  do  not  de- 
sire in  our  ranks.  Ti-At  infallible  -voice  Avliich 
shall  distinguish  with  the  title  of  hero,  every  man 
who  txposLS  hiir.st'.f  for  his  country,  will  equally 
impiiiu  on  the  names  of  those  traitors  indelible 
infamy — .-!,bandon  tlitn  for  a  few  weeks,  the  ex- 
ercise of  your  accustomed  industry.  Pat  your- 
selves undtr  the  immediate  direction  oi jow  awn 
offi:er%^  p.nci  under  their  guidance  ;  their  skill  and 
CJiDiritnce  in  their  prolcr.sion,  will  conduct  you, 
with  the  utrnobt  advantage,  to  the  great  and  im- 
portant object  of  \.\\t  jlnal  nnqu-it  of  yc^ur  enemies. 
— A  weak  and  dispirited  garrison,  disproportion- 
cd  to  the  defence  or  such  extensive  vvoiks,  cannot 
resist  your  eilorts  :  success  will  recmnpen.'-e  your 
laboui,  and  you  wiU  return  instantly  into  the 
bosom  of  your  faniilies,  pioud,  justly  proud,  of 
liaving  saved  your  country. 

^t  the  hfud-qu  n-tcri  nt  TnoS.  GrAHAM, 

(^UDIA,      ll:e     l<^th  JB.   (icnirnl,    cMimand- 

June,  1  800.  '"'i  ths  allied  troo-tis  at 

the  blockade  of  Valet t  J. 

Kdw,  flora  all  the  occurrences  here  truly- 
related,  froin  the  dates  of  those  occurrences^ 
as  well  as  frora  the  ftirm,  the  iiianner,  the 
langiic'.gf',  andeveiy  other  circumstance  ap- 
pertaining to  the  Address  of  General  Gra- 
ham, it  is  evident,  that  the  JMaltese  were, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  liie  principals 
in  the  war  carried  on  ice  the  conqiitst 
of  Malta  from  the  French.  I'he  English 
general  evidently  regarded  Imnselt  as  act- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  an  a'jx;;ian",  brlugi.ig, 
indeed,  succour  and  protcctiuii  to  the  peop'e 
of  Iviaita,  bat  net  dreaming  of  ccinmanding 
th*=m,  of  enterii.g  iheir  country  as  a  con- 
queror. According- to  his  own  statement,  he 
l>-.ou;ht  with  him  but  a  "handful  of  men." 
The  garrison  of  Valetta,  he  acknowledges, 
was  no  longer  in  a  state  to  hold  out  against 
thelMaliese,  whohadoi  themselves  blockaded 
the  place.  All  he  does  is,  to  urge  the  Mal- 
tese to  an  assault.  Ke  claims  no  share  of 
the  honour  of  having  reduced  the  French 
to  distress,  much  k -.s  does  lie  affect  to  re- 
gard the  ibiand  as  a  caiquest,  which  was  the 
ground,  on  which  the  ministry  justified  their 
having  dislwscd  ot  it  by  the  treaty  ot  Amiens. 
"What  will  the  world  think,  vshat  'must  the 
world  thiiik,  of  a  government,  which,  after 
this  address  of  General  Graham  to  the 
*'  brave  Maltese,"  could  ?\ve.  up  those  brave 
Maltese  to  "the  iuA.ifferable  olijaes^kn  and  sa- 
*'  crilege  of  their  iyranis  .'"  The  fact  is,  that 
Buonaparte  was  v\ell  acquainted  with  the 
hatred,  v/hich  the  people  of  Malta  enter- 
tained towaids  the  French,  and  he  also  well 
knew  that  the  knights  were  cieatures  per- 
fectly at  his  disposal  ;  from  the  former  he 
never  could  hope  to  obtain  the  island,  while 
from  the  latter  he  was  sure  to  obtain  it  at  a 
Tery  cheap  rate.  For  these  reasons  he  chose 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  tenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  to  which  article  the 
fninisters   consented,  because,  without  that 
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consent,  they  could  not  have  had  pence,  and 


without  peace  they  could  not  have  kept  their 
places  during  the  twelve  raonths,  which,  to, 
their  own  profit,  and  to  the  ruin  and  intan^y- 
of  iheir  country,  they  have  kept  them. — • 
But,  to  return  to  the  point  at  issue;  the 
garrison  capitulated,  not  with  the  Mal- 
tese, who  had  subdued  them,  but  %uith  ihe 
Eng'.uh  General  F'igot,  who  had,  previous 
to  the  month  of  Septeniber,  1800,  taken, 
the  command  of  the  allied  troops  serving  at 
the  blockade.  On  the  subject  of  this  capi- 
tulation, however,  we  must  now  hear  the 
Maltese,  who,  it  is  very  evident,  disapprov- 
ed of  the  capitulation,  and  only  submitted 
to  it  upon  the  condition,  clearly  understood 
between  them  and  our  commanders,  that 
they  were  then  become  the  subjects  of  our 
gracious  Sovereign. — "  Reduced,"  say  they, 
"  to  the  utmost  extremity,  from  scarcity  of 
"  provisions,  the  French  garrison  otfered  to 
"  capitulafe,  and  to  leave  hostages  for  the 
"  vast  sums  which  they  had  taken  from  the 
"  public  Treasury,  Irorn  the  University, 
"  from  the  Monte  di  Piet:^,  from  the 
"  Churches-,  ar.d,  lastly,  from  individuals, 
"  under  the  name  of  forced  loans  The 
"  British  General,  as  well  a^  the  Maltese, 
"  were  acquainted  with  the  situation  of 
"  the  French  garrison  ;  they  knew  that  in 
"  two  da^s  it  must  surrender  ai  discrelion, 
"  And  in  the  city  there  were  actually  lound 
"  no  more  than  a  itw  salnis  of  wheat,  and 
"  and  no  other  provisions  v.'hatever,  Not- 
"  withslatiding  this.  General  Pigot  {%i'itbouii 
''•  the  knoHJolcdge  and  consent  of  the  Maltese). 
"  granted  the  garrison  a  capituhition,  by 
"  which  the  French  were  permitted  to 
"  carry  away  all  their  effects.  In  conse- 
"  quenee  of  which,  before  the  gates  were 
"  opened,  the  French  again  plundered  the 
"  city  of  the  few  jewels  and  etfects  which 
"  still  remained  io  the  abandoned  inhabi- 
"  tants,  and  carried  them  in  triumph  on 
"  board  the  vessels  that  were  to  convey  to 
"  France  the  spoils  of  a  victorious  people. 
"  The  British  troops  took  possession  of  the 
"  place,  and  persuaded  the  Maltese  to  lay 
"  down  ibfir  arms  upon  the  glacis  hifore  they 
"  entered  the  town.  Confiding  in  the  good 
"  fuiih  of  the  British  nation,  the  Maltese 
"  consigi^ed  the  government  of  their  coun- 
"  try,  into  the  hands  of  the  British  Generals, 
"  without  suspicion,  without  stipulation, 
"  and  faithfully  obeying  them,  as  wiuisteis 
"  of  the  Soveriign  ^<hnm  their  hearts  had 
"  elected.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
"  were  treated,  they  wish  to  remaiii  silent  ; 
"  as  they  are  fully  persuaded  that  it  will  be 
"  reprobated,  with  horror  and  regret,  by 
"  the  Ministers  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
"  tain.     The  expenses  of  the  war  by  land;» 
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"  and  th^  pay  of  the  Maltese  battalion^, 
*'  were  defrayed  by  the  Maltese  ;  and,  in 
"  order  to  enable  them  to  do  this,  they 
*'  morignged  the  lands  of  severnl  villages. 
''  The  Maltese,  therefore,  demand,  ihat 
*'  their  Island  may  be  restored  to  them  ;  or 
*'  that  all  the  expenses  incurred  by  them, 
*'  for  their  share  of  the  war,  may  be  paid 
"  them,  and  that  they  may  be  indemnified 
"  for  the  losses  occasioned  by  the  war,  and 
"  for  the  plunder  which  the  French  were 
"  permitted  to  carry  away.  We  affirm, 
"  that  being  the  principals  in  the  war,  we 
*'  were  the  lawful  captors ;  that  every  spe- 
*'  cies  of  public  property  is  ours  ;  and  that 
"  if,  by  a  superior  force  it  should  be  wrest- 
"  ed  from  our  hands,  the  mortgages  on 
'*  them  ought,  at  least,  to  be  paid.  The 
"  Maltese  demand  the  possession  of  their 
**  Island  by  right  of  conquest  from  the 
**  French,  who  conquered  it  from  the  Or- 
'*  der  of  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem  "——De- 
ferring, for  the  present  the  questions  which 
we  should  have  a  right  to  ask,  relative  to 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General  Pi- 
got,  we  now  ask  if  there  be  any  man  of 
honour,  or  of  common  honesty,  who  wiil 
attempt  to  maintain,  that  the  mere  act  of 
making,  under  such  circumstances,  this  ca- 
pitulation with  the  French,  changed,  all  at 
once,  our  quality  of  auxUiuru's  into  that  of 
principals  in  the  war,  and  rendered  the  brave 
Maltese,  who  had  begun  and  continued  that 
war,  who  obtained  the  object  of  it,  and  who 
had  therein  lost  twenty  thousand  n)en, 
while  we  lost  not  one  man,  merely  auxi- 
liaries? Besides,  if  we  were  principals  in 
the  war,  we  formed  only  a  part  of  the  prin- 
cipals. Our  allies  were  engaged  with  us  in 
the  enterprize,  and,  therefore,  if,  agreeably 
to  the  assertion  of  Lord  Hobart,  we  "  won 
"  the  Island  by  fores  of  arms,"  those  allies 
Were  entitled  to  their  share  of  the  prize; 
and,  thus  is  cur  right  of  conquest  consider- 
ably impaired,  whereas,  by  acknowledging 
the  truth,  that  the  Maltese  were  the  princi- 
pals, we  acquired  the  Island  by  their  choice 

of  our  King  as  their  Sovereign. It  being, 

then,  an  indisputable  fact,  that  the  people 
of  Malta  were  the  principals  in  the  war, 
the  righi  of  conquest  belongs  to  them  of 
course;  for  it  is  a  maxim,  in  which  all  the 
writers  on  public  law  agree,  and  which  has 
been  thus  brietly  and  clearly  stated  by  Mar- 
tens,   that,  "  the  auxiliary  has  no  right  to 

*'  any  share  in  the  booty  or  conquests."  (/) 

Thus  is  the  right,  thus  are  the  claims,  of 
the  people  of  Malta  established  ;  thus  is 
their  Remonstrance  justified,   and   thus  do 

^7)  Martens'  Lav/  of  Nations,  Cobbstt's  trans- 
anon,  p.  317, 
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the  (ninipte'-=  stafid  charged  v;'th  attempt- 
ing an  act  the  most  unjust,  cruel,  and  per- 
fidious, that  it  ever  entered  into  the  mind 
of  man  to  commit,  and  that  failed  in  irs 
consummation  only  because  even  this  and. 
other  similar  acts  of  disgrace  were  all  found 
insufficient  for  the  prc^ervaiicn  of  that 
peace,  on  which  the  political  existence  of 
the  ministers  depended. 

2.  The  deception,  which  the  ministers 
practised  on  the  parliament,  with  re,*pcct  to 
the  sentiments  entertained  by  the  people  of 
Malta,  in  consequence  of  the  arrangement  of 
the  10th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  and,  in  a  politi- 
cal point  of  view,  never  forgiven,  till  full 
atonement  has  been  made  for  it.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  whole  of  them  evidently  tended 
to  create  a  belief  that  this  arrangement  was 
quite  agreeable  to  the  Maltese,  and  that 
their  approbation  of  it  had  been  tmequivo- 
cally  expressed  ;  but,  the  minister,  the  can- 
did, well-meaning,  Richmond-Park  minis- 
ter, made  an  unreserved  declaration  on  the 
subject.  Others  were  shy;  they  wi.shed  to 
blink  the  question ;  to  teserve  a  way  of 
escape  from  detection  ;  but  he,  honest  sou!, 
feeling  no  qualms  either  of  honour  or  of  con- 
science, flatly  asserted,  that  "  the  Maltese 
*'  themselves  did  not  partake  in  the  senti- 
"  meats  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
"  man"  [Mr.  AVindham]  "  th.^t  tbi-lrs  were 
"  sentiments  cf  satisfaction,  and  graii'ude  to 
"■  Great  Britain, /^r  the  tcrjns  procured  them  !  /" 
He  said  this,  too,  after  he  had  read,  after  he 
must  have  re.^d,  their  remonstrance,  that  re- 
monstrance in  which  they  formally  protest 
against  any  and  every  arrangement  that  sh.all 
again  place  them  under  the  government  of 
the  Knights,  "  under  the  oppression  and  sa- 
"  a-ilege  of  thfjr  tyrants,  which  was  become 
"  insiijf arable ."  But,  in  answer  to  this 
charge,  the  well-meaning  m.an  now  pleads 
ihe  letter,  read  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  oa  the  IQ'h  instant. 
This  letter  wa.s  written  by  the  deputies,  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  and 
also  after  they  had  received  many  soothing 
favours,  including  a  sum  of  money  to  each  ;  but 
before  they  had  h?.d  an  opportunity  of  con- 
stilting  their  constituents.  The  remon.strance 
was  an  official  document,  sneaking  the  sen- 
timents of  the  people  of  Malta  ;  the  letter 
could  not  pos.sibly  express  more  than  the 
seniiments  of  the  deputies,  who,  under  such 
circumstances,  with  a  frigate  promised,  but 
on  board  of  which  they  were  not  yet  safely 
embarked,  inust  be  snp[)osed  to  mix  a  good 
deal  of  personal  feeling.  These  deputies 
were  sent  to  declare  the  resolut'on  of  the 
people  of  Malta,  never,  on  any  account,  to 
re-admit  the  Knights :  they  did  not,  and 
C  c  3 
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thry  caild  v,oi,  in  their  lette-r  of  the  2d  of 
April,  express  the  sentiments  of  their  con- 
slituents.-  they  had,  in  fact,  no  aiithoiity  to 
express  any  other  sentiments  than  those  con- 
tained in  the  remonstrance:  their  letter 
was,  therefore,  unoificia!,  and  this  the  Rich- 
mond Park  mi'iister  well  knew;  he  must 
know  it ;  and  the  conclusion  is,  that  he  was 
guilty,  in  this  instance,  of  an  imposition  net 
less  shameful  than  that  which  he  practised 
relative  to  the  iinance,  the  iieetj  and  the  pro- 
spective durability  of  peace. 

3.  The  refusal  of  Lord  Hobart  to  give  the 
deputies  an  otiicial  audience,  for  fear  of 
giving  umbrage  to  France,  was,  during  the 
debate  of  the  lyth  inst.  styled  "  a  charge 
*'  too  shameful  and  injamous.  to  be  true,"  and 
the  ministers  being  called  on  to  deny  if,  con- 
tented themselves  with  saying,  that  they  had 
*''  7ievc.r  beard  of  it  before."  They  had  cer- 
tainly seen  it  in  the  Political  Eegister,  but 
seehig  is  not  hearing,  and  so  they  might,  pos- 
sibly, for  once,  speak  the  truth.  The 
authority  winch  we  had  for  stating  this  fact, 
was,  the  lollowing  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  depnties  to  their  constituents,  dated  Lon- 
don, 2d  March,  1802. 

Most  Illustrious  Seigniors. — We  arrived 
heie  the  ist  u  t.  I  iie  4th  we  wrote  the  inclosed 
letter  to  Lord  t-Tobari,  the  minister,  stating  we 
•weie  aiiived  in  this  capital  in  t!ie  character  of 
deputies  to  repie«ent  the  demands  of  our  fellow 
citizens. —  In  consequence  of  this  letter,  by  means 
of  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  tiie  minister  made  known  to 
the  depuration,  that  they  luould  do  ludl  to  proiure 
their  departure  fiorti  h'jndon,  a;  soon  as,  posiibU,  ad- 
ducing for  reasons,  that  their  re7i:ai!ii,Tg  '•_v(,u!d  give 
yrJouyj  to  Yrcvice,  and  thereby  inipetie  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  definitive  articles  of  peace,  and  that  lie 
could  not,  for  reasons  of  state,  receive  antl  hc.u' 
Shc.n  In  h'li  office,  but  that  he  would  permit  then:  to 
CKymfLinprhate  lo  kh  house,  where  he  would  heat 
them.  We  were  received  by  the  minister  on  the 
8th  of  Febtuary,  and  he  heard,  with  patience,  aH 
the  reasons  for  which  we  were  sent  to  London, 
particulaily  to  froi^it  to  the  Brithh  go-jeminent,  in 
the  Kame  of  our  tuition,  against  the  ccaion  of  oui  hla'ul  to 
the  Order  'f  St.  John,  and  all  the  reasons  for  whicli 
Ti-e  do  not  recognize  the  riglit  of  the  Order  to  th.e 
dominion  of  our  i-land,  and  the  firm  and  ejTccnial 
resistance  Vv-hich  we  were  rcolved  to  make,  to  op- 
pose the  return  of  the  Order  into  our  mother  coun- 
try.  To  this  representation  the  Minister  an- 
swered that  the  English  government  would  tr.ke 
care  of  the  happir.csi  ot  the  Maltese,  and  that  the  re- 
sult would  prt)ve  to  us,  tliat  the  return  of  the  Order 
in  Malta  would  be  of  advantage,  by  the  frccau- 
tio>n  ii;hich  the  English  fjovemmcnt  ivot/!,i  take  to  giii- 
r..nte;  the  Jitcpi'e  of  Mallii. Yesteiday,  with    the 

nnprobation  of  .^ir  Alexander  Kali,   we  presented 
tiie  Inclosed  memorial,  No.  2.  and  wait  his  answer. 

• It    is   one  day   reported   that   there  will    he 

var,  and  the  next  that  peace  will  be  concluded, 
&^c.     Vv'e  are,  cScc. 

As  the  charge  has  been  called  an  "  hfa- 
"  rnous"  one,  we  think  it  rigin  here  to  .sub- 
join ihe  original  Italian,  in  which  this  letter 
was  written,  observing  that  there  is  a  slight 
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error  in  our  translation,  which,  instead  of 
"  they  would  do  luell  to  procure  their  de- 
"  parture  from  London,"  should  have  said, 
•'  they  would  do  excledingly  well,  &;c." 

Illustrisimi  Signori, — Eccocl  finalmente  in 
Londra.  Siaino  arrivati  al  primo  del  scorso  Fe- 
braro.  II  di  4  scrissimo  I'acclusa  letteia  al  Lord 
Hobart,  miiiistro,  rilatando  d'essere  giunti  m 
questa  capitale,  col  carrattere  di  Deptitnti  per  rap- 
prescniare  le  domanJe  dei  nosni  ciucitadini.  — - 
In  ser;uito  di  questa  lettcra,  per  nuzzo  del  Cav.i- 
lier  ball,  fece  il  ministro  sapere  alia  depiitazione 
che  farebbeio  malto  bene  di  procurare  di  partine 
da  Londra  del  piu  presto,  adducendo  per  raggione 
che  la  loro  peimanenza  avrebbe  d.ita  geloaia  alia 
Francia  ed  impcdito  percio  la  conclusione  dei  ca- 
pitoli  diilinitivi  della  pace,  e  che  non  potiva  per 
raggione  di  sta.to  riceverli  ed  ascoUarli  ncl  suo 
oflicio  ;  n^.a  che  solamente  permetteva  loro  di  por- 
tarsi  in  pi^vato  nella  sua  casa  ove  I'avrebbe  ascol- 

tati. Ftimmo  ricevati  dal  ministro  il  di  8  dello 

scorso  mtse  ed  ascoltp.ti  con  tu-tta  soflerenya, 
tu:tc  le  raggioni  per  le  quaii  eravamo  stati  spediti 
in  Londia,  particolarmente  per  protestare  ul  Go- 
verno  Brltaniiico  a  nomc  dei  no^tri  nazionali 
c^iitro  la  c.-.dO'ie  della  nostra  isola  al  Ordine  di  S.  G. 
etiitte  le  r.Tggioni  per  le  quali  non  riconnoschiamo 
il  diritto  dcil  Ordine  al  doniinio  delle  nostrc  i.^ole, 
e  la  pill  ferma  e  valida  resistenza  che  eramo  reso- 
luti  fate  per  opporsi  al  riioriio  dell  Ordine  nella 
nostra  patria. A  questa  rappresentanza  il  mi- 
nistro risposa  che  il  governo  avrebbe  pensato 
alia  feliciia  dei  .Maltesi,  e  che  relTetto  c'avrebbe 
dimostrato,  che  il  ritorno  deil  Order  in  Malta 
sarebbe  stato  di  giovamento  per  le  precauzioni 
che  il  Governo  Inglise   avrebbe  presc   per  garan- 

tiie   questa    popolaz  one. Teri,   sotto  I'appro- 

vazione  dei  Cavalier  Ball  abbiamo  presentato  la 
memoria  accliiusa,  No.  2.  ed  01a  aspettiamo  la 
risposta. Oggi  si  dice  che  c'e  la  guerra,  e  do- 
rr, jni  che  si  lata  la  pace,  &iC. 

This  paper  the  mini.sters  never  saw,  of 
coarse.  It  was  a  letter  from  the  deputies  to 
iheir  constituents  ;  and  the  ministers  do  not 
deny,  thougii  they  say  they  never  before 
heard  of,  the  odious  charge  it  conveys.  But, 
as  they  have  tacitly  acknowledged  the  au- 
thenticity of  all  tiie  other,  papers  5  that  is  to 
say,  of  the  remonstrance,  the  memorial,  and 
the  introductory  letter  to  Lord  Hobart,  will 
not  the  public  believe,  that  this  paper  also  is 
authentic  ?  Yes;  the  ministers  will  scarcely 
succeed  in  persuading  any  one  that  we  have 
fabricated  this  paper.  Then,  as  to  the  prin- 
cipal facts  which  it  relates,  will  any  one  be- 
lieve, that  the  deputies  i«xw;/f>fZ  them  .'  Are 
there  not,  too,  presuir.ptive  proofs  of  their 
truth  }  That  the  deputies  asked  to  be  ad- 
mitted at  Lord  Hobart's  of:ee  is  proved  by 
the  papers  now  in  that  very  office.  IP'erg 
they  so  admitted?  Were  ihty  7wi  admitted 
to  his  private  bouse  ?  These  are  points  which 
can  be  settled  in  a  r.ioment.  As  to  the  rea- 
son, the  most  scandalous  reason,  ccnveyed 
by  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  he  iriight  invent  it, 
but  what  other  reason  could  be  given  }  The 
subsequent  fact,  too,  stated  by  us  a  fort- 
night ygo,  of  the  deputies  being  taken  t<} 
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Windsor  to  meet  his  Majesty,  as.it  were  by 
accident,  upon  the  Terrace,  and  which  can 
be  proved  upon  oath,  if  required,  amounts 
to  a  full  confirmation  of  all  ths  other  facts 
stated  in  this  extract. — Of  the  ignominy  of 
this  transaction  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
speak  more  at  large  hereafter,  when  we 
make  a  regular  and  solemn  appeal  to  the 
justice  of  parliament :  at  present,  we  shall 
content  ourselves  with  having  established 
the  charge, 

4.  Tiie  refusal  of  papers  relative  to  Pvlalfa^ 
during  the  debates  on  the  Dehnitive  Treaty, 
is  the  last  point  on  which  we  purpose,  at 
present  to  touch.— On  the  Cth  of  May, 
1802,  Lord  Temple  made  a  motion,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  an  address  to  his 
Majesty  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House, 
"  a  copy  of  the /«vyi- and  constitutioii  of  the 
"  Order  of  Malta,  referred  to  in  the  J 0th 
"■  and  11th  sections  of  the  lOth  article  of 
"  the  Definitive  Treaty." — The  object  of 
this  motion  was,  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
the  rights  of  the  Knights  and  of  the  people 
of  Malta,  which  rights.,  as  founded  on  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  Malta,  are  most 
clearly  and  satisfactorily  explained,  by  one 
of  the  parties,  most  nearly  conccriied,  in  the 
remonstrance,  to  which  we  have  so  frequent- 
ly referred.  The  motion  was,  however, 
negatived  upon  a  motion  of  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  and  on  the  ground,  that  "  his  Ma- 
*'  jesly's  ministers  were  not  in  possession  of 
"  any  (i^ji.-fiz/ document  of  this  nature  {S)" 
though  he  must  have  known,  that  the  re- 
monstrance was,  at  that  moment,  in  his  or 
Lord  Hobart's  office  !  But,  to  have  produced 
that  document  would,  for  reasons  too  evi- 
dent to  mention,  have  been  attended  with 
great  inconvenience  to  those,  who  had  the 
10th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  to  de- 
fend ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  withheld,  thtre- 
fore  it  was  said  not  to  exist,  therefore  the 
majority  of  the  parliament  together  with  the 
ignorant  part  of  the  nation,  were  kept  in  the 
dark,  imposed  upon,  and  misled  into  an  ap- 
probation of  that  part  of  the  treaty,  which, 
after  having  proved  impracticable,  has,  at 
the  end  of  twelve  months  and  sixteen  days, 
produced  another  war.  All  the  circum- 
stances which  have  now  come  to  light, 
■which  have  now  received  practical  demon- 
stration, the  nullity  of  the  Order,  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  revenues  of  the  Island,  the 
inefficacy  of  guarantees,  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  preserving  Malta  from  France  by 
any  other  means  than  that  of  a  British  gar- 
rison 5  all  these  are  stated  in  the  remon- 
strance. To  have  exposed  such  a  paper  du- 
ring  the  discussion   of  a  treaty,  on   which 
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Lord  Hawkesbury  bnilt  his  hope  of  immor- 
tality, and  by  the  means  of  v.-'hich  he  and  all 
his  colleagues  fondly  imagined  that  they 
should  fatten  themselves  and  their  kindred 
to  the  fourteenth  generation,  v.ould  have 
been  the  height  of  imprudence;  and,  accord- 
ingly, they  not  only  kept  it  hidden  from  the 
Windhams  and  the  Grenvilles,  but  even  from 
Mr.  Pitt  !  On  most  points  they  did  commu- 
nicate with  him  ;  but  with  regard  to  this 
remonstrance  he  was  not  to  be  trusted,  nor 
did  he,  we  believe,  ever  see  it,  'till  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Political  Register,  though,  wc 
trust,  he  will  yet  hear  it  read  in  Westminster 
Hall. 


I)  See  Dcbittes,  Register,  Vol.  li.  p,  123  5. 


TO   THE    RIGHT    HON,   LORD   HAWKESBURY, 
&C.  &C, 

My  Lord,— The  peace  of  Amiens,  that 
peace  which  surrendered  to  our  mortal  ene- 
my the  means  of  accomplishing  our  destruc- 
tion,   that   peace  by  which   our  allies  were 
abandoned   and  betrayed,  that  peace  w^hich 
tore  from  us  the  honours  w^on  and  handed 
down    to   us  by  our  forefathers,   that  peace 
which   branded  England  with   the   mark    of 
traitor  and  of  coward,  that  peace,  that  odious 
and  infamous   peace,   by  which  your  Lord- 
ship wished   to  be   known  to  posterity,    is, 
thank  God,  now  annihilated  by  war.     Yoa 
call   on    us  for  zealous  support  in  this  war  j 
and,  base    indeed   must    be    the    man   who 
with-holds  such  support.     But,   first  let  us 
settle  the  account   of  the  peace;   first  let  us 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  those,  who  ad- 
vised his'Majesty  to  adopt  a  measure  so  de- 
, rogatory  of  the   dignity  and   honour  of  his 
crown,  and  so  destructive  of  the  interests  of 
his  people ;  first  let  us  be  assured,  that  a  se- 
cond peace  of  Amiens  shall  never  take  placej 
for,  without   that  assurance,   all   our  sacri- 
fices and  exertions  will  avail  nothing  against 
the  foreign   foe,  and  will    only  tend  to  sub- 
jugate us,  in    the  mean  time,   to  the  will  of 
some  selfish,  ambitious,  unresponsible,   mi- 
nisterial despot.     J,   my  lord,   am  no  dema- 
gogue ;  through  all  the  volumes,  which  my 
patient  perseverance  has  put  together,  there 
will  not  be  found  one  single  sentiment  cal- 
culated  to  obtain   favour  with   the  senseless 
multitude;  a  flatterer  ci  the  mob  I  hold  to 
be   the  most  despicable  of  parasites;  and, 
were  I  put  to  my  choice,  I  v.'ould  rather  be 
trampled  to  death  by  the  rabble,   than  be 
borne  to  riches  and   pov.er   on    their  shoul- 
ders.    But,   because  1  despise  those  arts  by 
which  the  ignorant  are  cajoled  ;   because  I 
hold  in  couiempt  the  empty  noise  about  li- 
berty;   because  i  adopt,   ttven    to   the  letter, 
the  obligations  of    obedience  to   my  Sove- 
reign,    imposed     by   the   doctrines   of    iliS 
church  in  which  I  had   the  hap!)i!iess  to  be 
C  c  4 
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born  and  educated  ;  it  does  not  thence  fol- 
low, that  I  am  content  to  be  a  slave  ;  it  does 
not  follow,  that  I  (""t  no  value  on  real  free 
dom  ;  it  does  not  follow  that  I  am  passi\ely 
to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  a  fellow  sub- 
jpnt.  who,  by  whatever  means,  assumes 
de  potic  sway  over  both  my  Sovereio;ii  and 
myself,  which,  however  the  truth  may  be 
disguised,  is  reallv  the  case,  if  there  be  no 
57/^i:i7'//w/responsroilitv  attached  to  the  con- 
du' t  of  a  mini-iter,  and  if  that  responsibility 
is  not  called  for,  with  respect  to  the  Treaty 
of  rt. uteris  and  the  subsequent  negotiations 
with  h   loce. 

U:ider  lie  influence  of  these  sentiments 
it  is,  my  ioid,  that  I  have  determined 
to  use  the  utmo.^t  of  i.  exertions  for 
obtaining  that  justice,  which,  on  this  ac- 
count, the  nation  has,  in  u-.y  ninion.  a  right 
to  demand.  But,  there  arc  previous  steps 
to  be  taken.  The  grounds  of  this  demand 
should  be  first  stated;  the  culpability  of  mi- 
nisters should  first  be  regularly  established; 
the  'iiscussions  in  parliament  should  be  pa- 
tiently listened  to  ;  in  short,  an  ample,  fair, 
and  satisfactory  examination  of  all  the  con- 
duct of  v,'hich  i  am  speaking  should  preceide 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  deliberate  charge, 
in  the  making  of  which  the  people  should 
be  publickly  called  on  to  unite. — To  fur- 
nish some  materials,  to  arrange  some  few 
facts  accompanied  with  illustrative  com- 
ments, to  afford  some  little  aid  in  the  pro- 
secution of  this  examination,  is  the  object  of 
the  present  letter,  which  1  address  to  your 
Lordship,  not  by  way  of  insulting  a  falling 
man,  but  because  it  was  to  you  that  I  ad- 
dressed those  observations  on  the  Prelimi- 
nary and  Definitive  Treaties,  those  predic- 
tions which  are  now  so  completely  fulfilled, 
—In  the  pursuit  of  this  object,  ray  lord,  it  is 
my  intention  btietiy  to  touch  upon,  I.  The 
fatal  consequences  of  the  peace,  and,  II.  The 
prominent  features  of  the  misconduct  of  mi- 
nisters since  the  conclusion  (hereof, 

1,  The  fatal  consequences,  which  have 
flowed  from  the  peace  of  Amiens,  are  so  nu- 
merous ;  they  present  a  mass  of  evils  so 
great  and  so  complicated,  that  to  estimate 
each  separately  would  require  a  volume  of 
no  moderate  bulk.  I  must,  therefore,  as  to  this 
point,  content  myself  with  a  general  state- 
ment. 

We  made  a  peace,  which  was  finally  con- 
eluded  one  year  ago.  This  peace,  however, 
if  dated  from  the  signature  of  the  Prelimina- 
ries, existed  nineteen  months,  during  which 
time,  lue  have  gaixcd  nothing,  while  our 
enemy  has  gained,  upon  the  continent,  in 
territory,  Piedmont,  Parma  and  its  depen- 
dencies, the  Italian  republic,  and,  in  in- 
fluence, a  deciding  voice  in  all  the  affairs  of 
the   German  Empire,   whose  princes  and 


whose  kings   are   no\V  becnme  liltle   moriS 
than  his  va'<sals.     From  us    lu'   ba?   grained, 
to  our  lo;s,   a    long  list   of  c^-   ques;!;,  v>'hich, 
being  now  garrisoned   by  his   troops,   or   by 
the  trnops  of  bis  dcptnde.it  allie-,  places  our 
neighbouring  ^^os-it  ssions  in  a  «t-.iteof  immi- 
meni  danger,   lessens  their  value  to  the  co- 
lonial propii  tor,  and,   though   these  distant 
dominions,  dimir  shes  the  resources  and  en- 
feebles  the   power  of  the  mother  country. 
Egypt,  which  we  had  re.-conquered  in  behalf 
of  Turkey,   and,   inuirecti)  for  the  security 
of  India  on  that  side,  has,  by  the  peace,  been 
re-opened   to   the  invasions  of  France,  and 
India   is   thereby  again   exposed  to   all   the 
danger,    whatever    tliat   danger   might  be, 
which  menaced  her  from  the  borders  of  the 
Mediterranean.     Of  Loiiisiana   France   has 
not,  it   is  true,   taken  possession.     She   has 
not,  by  the  means  of  this  territory,  already 
accomplished    the  subjugation  of  the  Ame- 
rican government,  to  the  dreadful  danger,  if 
not  to  the  utter  ruin  of  Great  Britain.     But, 
has  she  gained  nothing  by  it  ?  Is  it  nothing 
to  have  settled  a  dispute  with  America,  and, 
a  dispute,  too,  which  would  long  have  rank- 
led in  the  hearts  of  the  American   people  ? 
Is   It  nothing  to  have  discharged   a  debt  of 
30,000,000  of  dollars,  and  to  have  actually 
received  2,000,000  more  in  hard  cash,  for 
the   colony  of  Louisiana  ?  Is    it  nothing  to 
have  obtained  ci7,000;G00  sterling  from  the 
United  States,  and  to  have  laid,  at  the  same 
r>me,  an  immoveable  foundation  for  the  in- 
fluence  of  her  partizans  in  that  country,  not 
to  mention  the  secret  stipulations,  with  re- 
gard to  commerce,   navigation,  and  neutra- 
lity, which  may  probably  make  part  of  this 
arrangement,    to    the  great   annoyance   of 
England  both  in  war  and  in  peace  .'  Surely, 
my  lord,  all  this  is  something;  and,  no  less 
sure  it  Is,  that,  whatever  it  be,  she  owes  It  all 
to  your  Improvident  and  pusillanimous  peace; 
because,  through  a  treaty  promulgated  by 
her,    previous   to    the   conclusion    of     that 
peace,  you  were   fully  informed,   that   she 
had  obtained  from  Spain  the  cession  of  this 
valuable  and   important  colony,  which  yon 
and  your   defenders    (amongst  whom  I  am 
sorry  to  number  the   Master  of  the  Rolls) 
chose  to  represent  as  an  acquisition  of  scarce- 
ly any  importance,  and  even  as  one,  which 
would  operate  to  the  advcuitage  of  Great  Bri- 
tain (l)  \ 

But,  to  balance  against  all  these  im- 
mense acquisitions,  on  the  part  of  France, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  compensate  for  all 
our  own  losses,  since  the  signature  of  the 


(i)  See  the  Speeches  of  Mr.  Addirgton,  Colonel 
Maitland,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  Lord 
HaAvkesbury,  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  lail,  137", 
I344i  I3C9- 
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Prelimuiaries  of  Peace,  we  have,  it  seems, 

by  your    lordship's   declaration,    "   gained 

"  conviction,"   conviction,    that    peace    luith 

France,  under  her  present  govern7ne?ii,  and  with 

her  present  preiemio7is,  is  impracticable. — De- 
ferring, for  a  moment,  the  consideration  of 

this  point,  I  must  observe,  my  lord,  that  the 

cbjects  of  the  peace,  as  stated  by  those  who 

made  and  those  who  defended  it,  have  been 

in  a  state  of  constant  change,  from  the  mo- 
ment the  preliminaries  were  signed  to  the 

present  hoiir. 

First  of  all  it  was  a  peace  of  Iwwur,  and 

even  of  glory  ^    This  was  soon  hooted  down 

by  common  consent  of  all  parties,  and  all 

persons,  Mr.  Fox  excepted,  who  rejoiced  at 

the   peace,   because  it  was  glorious  indeed, 

but   glorious    to    Franae,    and    whose    real 

ground   of  opposhion   to    the    present   war 

may,   I   think,  from  that  circumstance,  be 

easily   guessed   at.     Secondly,    it  was  a 

peace,  not  of  necessity ;    no,  "  to  such   a 

plea,"   said    your    right   worthy   colleague, 

**  to  such  a   ;)lea   I  will  be  no  party."     It 

was  not  a  peace  of  necessity  but  a   "  neces- 
sary peace  !"    It  was  a  peace  of  economy,  a 

peace    for    "    husbanding    our    resources." 

Your  partisans,  out  of  doors,  did,  indeed, 

openly  avow,  that  the  cause  was  "  a  want 

of  money  ;"  but  this  avowal  in  the  Houses 

of  Parliament,  would   not  have   very  well 

agreed  with  the  statements  of  Mr.  Pitt  j  and, 

therefore,  such  a  mode  oi"  expression  and  of 

arguing  was  adopted  as  did  not  amount  to 

an   explicit  acknowledgment   of  the   tact, 

but  which,  did  nevertheless  leave  that  fact 

to  be  clearly  understood.     Thirdly,  it  was 

a  peace  of  "  sincerity  and  durability."     The 

fashionable  assertion  was,   that  it  had  "  left 
nothing   to  higgle  about."     This  must  be 

fresh  in  every  ones  memory.     How  often, 

my  lord,  were  the  persons  who  opposed  the 
peace  reviled  for  their  "  unfounded  suspi- 
cions" relative  to  the  sincerity  of  France  ? 
Who  can  have  forgotten  the  harsh,  not  to 
say  foul,  language  made  use  of,  on  one  of 
these  occasions  against  Mr.  Elliot,  by  the 
late  Attorney-General,  whose  spefech,  every 
one  allowed,  smelt  strongly  of  the  brief? 
Fourthly,  it  was  a  peace  of  "  security." 
There  were  even  some  feeble  attempts  made 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  towards  making  out 
"  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  future;"  but,  in  this  his  lordship's  suc- 
cess fell  short  of  his  zeal ;  and,  therefore, 
the  House  was  very  prudenily  content  with 
security  alone.  Fifthly,  afier  some  little 
experience,  of  a  nature  not  very  promis- 
ing, it  sunk,  all  at  once,  down  to  a  "  peace 
cf  experiment^'  at  which  point,  in  the  opi- 
nions of  some  persons,  it  finally  made  its 
exit.    And,  my  lord,  I  must  confess,  tkat 
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any  peace,  whatever   might  be   its  terms, 
made  with  the  regicide   republic  of  France 
and  the  rebel  who  has  usurped  its   govern- 
ment, must  necessarily  have  been  a  peace  of 
experiment ;    but,    the    very    circumstances 
which  rendered   it    so,  ought   to  have   pre- 
vented the   stipulations,  in  virtue  of  which 
the  enemy  obtained  a  surrender  of  our  con- 
quests, while  he  retained  all  his  own,  and 
while  he  extended  his  territory  and  his  in- 
fluence, to  an  amnzing  extent,  even  in  the 
interval  between  the  conclusion  of  the  Preli- 
minary and  Definitive  Treaties.     To  have 
made   the  experiment   rational,   the   terras 
should  have  left  both   parties  in  possession 
of  all  their  acquisitions,   or  have  made  the 
restoration  of  conquests  reciprocal,  as  well 
with  respect  to  time,   as  to  extent  of  terri- 
tory, power,  and  poiitical  influence.     But, 
such  were  the  terms  of  your  peace,  my  lord, 
that   the  enemy,   the  implacable  enemy  of 
our  country  kept  ail,  whereas  we,   in  order 
to  make  a   trial  of  his  sincerity,  began  by 
surrendering  our  means  of  oflence  and  of 
defence  into  his  hamls,    and   the  moment 
that  the  surrender  was  completed,  or   ihac 
we   would  surrender  no  more,   the  experi- 
ment ceased,  and  the  peace  of  experiment 
became  a  war  of  necessity. 

As  to  all  these  objects,  then,  my  lord,  the 
peace  bas  failed.  It  is  now  unanimously 
agreed,  that  the  peace  was  neither  glorious 
nor  honourable,  except  with  respect  to  the 
enemy  :  that  it  has  produced  no  saving  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  that  it  has  not, 
to  use  the  phrase  of  the  well-meaning  Mr. 
Addington,  "  husbanded  our  resources 
"  against  another  day  of  trial,"  is  lament- 
ably, pitiously  notorious  :  that  it  has  disco- 
vered no  sincerity,  on  the  part  of  France, 
and  that  it  has  not  been  of  long  duration, 
you  will  not  deny,  for  you  now  declare  that 
the  Consul  has  never  ceased  to  show  a  hos- 
tile mind,  and  we  well  know  that  even  the 
name  of  peace  has  had  but  a  twelve  months 
existence :  as  an  experiment,  too,  it  has 
failed  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  except 
that  it  has  afforded  the  nation  dear-bouglit 
experience  of  the  effects  of  committing  its 
interests  and  its  honour  to  the  care  of  "  safe 
politicians,"  of  ignorant,  low-minded,  sel- 
fish men,  chosen  according  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  pious  Wilberforce,  out  of 
"  the  middling  class  of  sociely,"  in  whicl* 
respect  the  experiment  has  succeeded  even, 
1  should  suppose,  beyond  the  expectation 
and  the  wishes  of  that  saiiit-like  personage 
himself. 

There  has,  however,  as  I  before  observed, 
been  discovered,  in  the  late  parliamentary 
discussions,  a  sixth  object  of  the  peace, 
which,  to  the  great  consQlation  of  that  pro- 


;87]  COBEETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER 

found  statesman,    Lord  Castlreogh,  and  to 
die  no  small  amusement  of  his  hearers,  has, 
it    seems,    been    completely   accomplished; 
to  wit,  "  conmction,"  a  conviction,  that  peace 
with  Buonaparte  is  impracticable !    in  whom, 
1  pray  you,    my    lord,  has    this    conviction 
been  produced  ?    Not  in  the  Windhamsand 
Grenvilles,  for  they  stood  in  no  need  of  it  ; 
they    possessed   this    conviction    before;   all 
the  doubts  which  they  might  entertain  were 
satisfactorily     removed    by    the   conduct    of 
France  and  her  ursurper  between  the  signing 
of  Prtliminary   and    that   of  the    Definitive 
Treaty     Not  in  the  Foxes  and  Wilberforces, 
as  does,  I  think,  pretfy  clearly  appear  from 
the  division  on  the  address  to  the  throne.    It 
is  in  the  people,  thr-n,  the  unthinking  people, 
tlie   ministers   inclusive,  that    this   salutary 
conviction   has  been    produced.     As    to  the 
ministers,    I  readily   grant   the    fact;    but, 
•with   respect  to  tiie  people,  my  denial  is  as 
positive    as  words  can  convey. —  Previous  to 
the  signatureof  the  Preliminary  Treaty,  the 
scarcity  of  provisions,  which  the  very  igno- 
rant only  had  ascribed  to  the  war,  had  been 
removed  by  a    most  abundant  and  fortun;Ue 
Larvest  ;  and,  the    people    of  this    country, 
properly   so   called,    v/ere,  while    even   the 
issue  of    the   Egyptian    campaign   was   yet 
doubtful,  perfectly  reconciled  io  a  continua 
tion  of  the  contest,  till  a  safe  and  honoura- 
ble peace,  wearing  all  the  aspects  of  durabi- 
lity, could  be    obtained.     Not   a  single  re- 
monstrance or  petition,  against  the  continua- 
tion of  the  war,  had   been   presented   from 
any  one  part  of  the  kingdom;  no    sound  of 


[788 


complaint  was  heard ;  and,  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  opposition  to  the  war  was  reduced 
to  a  much  smaller  number  than  that  which 
the  conductors  of  war  will  now  have  to 
combat.  To  attempt,  therefore,  to  ride  ojf 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  people,  is  at  once 
the  meanest  and  mo,^t  impudent  manoeuvre 
that  has  been  practised  even  by  the  present 
administration.  Ihe  Pieliminary  Treaty 
Tvas  recrived  by  the  people  with  a'  mixture 
of  surprise  and  suspicion;  surprise,  at  the 
event,  and  suspicion  from  the  nnusuai  and 
unnecessary  secrecy,  with  which  the  nego- 
tiation had  been  conducted,  and  which 
seemed  to  forebode  dishonourable  conditions. 
But,  by  means  of  a  regularly  conducted 
system  of  deception,  notions  totally  false, 
respecting  those  conditions,  wfere  inculcated 
amongst  the  people,  previous  to  the  publica- 
tion of  tlie  IVeaty ;  and,  my  lord,  I  assert, 
that  a  paragraph,  in  Mr.  Hiley  Jddingtons 
cwr,  hiind  '.urit'mg,  slated,  that  one  of  the 
conditions  was,  that  "  our  allies  should  be 
"  established  in  their  integrity,  as  before  the 
"  iy,2r,"  v;ht:a  it  afterwards  appeared,  that 
Purtugal   had  been  rybbt.d  of  part   of  her 


dominions,  and  that  the  King   of  Sardinia, 
the  Stadtholder,   and    brave  Vandeans,  had 
been  shamefully  and  basely  abandoned.   The 
illuminations    in    Loudon,  which   gave   the 
example    to  the   rest   of  the   country,  were 
begun    at    the  offices  of  you  and  your  col- 
leagues, and  where  elsewhere    enforced  by 
the    dread    of  the   rabble,    headed    by    the 
myrmidons     of     the    General     Post-Otlice. 
Thus,  my  lord,  were  the  mass  of  the  people 
oi  England,  betrayi^d  on  the  one  hand,  and 
bullied  on  the  other,  into  the  frantic  demon- 
strations of  joy,  which  you,   on   the    13th  of 
May,   ISOi,  atfected  to  condemn,  after  hav- 
ing,   by   the    lowest   species  of   deception, 
called  forth  those  demonstrations,  and  even 
after  having,  on  a  previous  occasion,  urged 
them   against    Mr.    Windham  as  a  proof  of 
the  goodness    of  the  peace  ! — But,  had  the 
fact  you  allege  been    true  ;  had  the  people 
been  clamorous  for  peace,  would  it  have  fol- 
lowed tliatyou  were  to  yield  to  the  clamour? 
And,  moreover,  that  you  were  to  make  an 
insecure,    an    injurious,    and  dishonourable 
peace  ?    It  was  your  duty  to  lead  the  people, 
and  not  to   be  led  by  them.     If  their  minds 
bad    been   degraded,  the  fault    would  have 
been  with    the  ministers,  and    with   no  ini- 
nister   more  than  yourself,   who  set  the  me- 
morable example  of  degradation,  by  solicit- 
ing an  interview  with  a  commissary  of  pri- 
soners, in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  ot  that 
monument  of  eternal  shame,  which  was  com- 
pleted at   the  city  of  Amiens.     Then  com- 
menced the  humiliation  of  the  people  :  then, 
and  not   till  then,  their  minds  began  to  sinkj 
till  then  they  had  borne   taxes  and  scarcity 
with  fortitude  unexampled;  they  had  spared 
neither  their  purse  nor  their   persons;   they 
h  .d  given  you  their  all,  and  you  gave  them, 
in  return,  ruin  and  disgrace,  to  which  you 
are   now  adding   the  foulest  of  calumny. — ■ 
I'he  people,    indeed  !      So,  the   blame  is,  at 
last,    to  fall  on  them  !     And  this  is    the  fa- 
mous ref^ponsibHiljr,   with  which  you  have,  of 
late,  entertained  us  !     You  have  injured  and 
disgraced  the  country%  and  now  you  pretend, 
that  you  were  induced  so  to  do  by  the  desire 
of  the  people,  oi/er  whom  you  have  been  ap^ 
pointed   to   exercise   authority.      That   you 
thought  you  should  please  the  people  by  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  this 
motive  so  far  from  being  a  palliation  of  your 
conduct,  does,    in   realiity,  attach  to  it   its 
most    odious  and     criminal    quality.     Your 
chief  object  was,  as  all  the  world  now  agree, 
to  preserve  your  places  ;   this  object  was  to 
be  accomplished    only  by  ingratiating  your- 
selves with  the  people  previous  to  the  gene- 
ral election,  and,  in  order  so  to  ingratiate 
3'ourse!ves,  peace,  peace  on  any  terms,  you 
thought  was  necessary.     You  now  declarcji 
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in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  France  has 
never,  since  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
ceased  to  discover  a  hostile  mind,  which,  in- 
deed, evidently  appears  from  the  papers  laid 
before  Parliament;  but,  you  took  special 
care  not  to  divnlge  this  fact  to  the  people, 
till  after  the  close  of  the  cJecliom.  This  was 
the  motive  of  your  conduct,  and  this  motive 
now  stands  clearly  exposed  by  your  attempt 
to  ascribe  the  peace  to  the  people,  by  your 
acknowledgment,  that  the  measure,  which 
has  proved  so  ruinous  and  disgraceful, 
was  adopted  for  the  sake  of  pleasing  them, 
and  not  for  purposes  of  public  good,  not  for 
the  happiness  of  the  nation  and  honour  of 
your  Sovereign.  To  this  conclusion,  then, 
my  lord,  we  are  inevitably  led  :  either  you 
were,  in  making  such  a  peace  as  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  influenced  by  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  or  you  were  not  :  if  the  latter,  your 
present  plea,  your  justification  grounded  on 
a  yielding  to  those  wishes,  is  false;  if  the 
former,  you  stand  self-accused  of  having 
sacrificed  your  trust  for  the  sake  of  popula- 
rity, or  of  having  participated  in  that  vile, 
foolish  and  fruitless  desire  which  you  now 
ascribe  exclusively  to  the  people. 

Such,  my  lord,  is  the  matter,  arising  from 
rather  a  general  view  of  the  consequences  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  of  the  conduct 
and  motives  of  yourself  and  your  colleagues 
relative  to  that  injurious  and  infamous  com- 
pact. I  shall  hereafter  endeavour  to  give  to 
the  several  particular  instances  of  culpabi- 
lity a  more  minute  and  methodical  arrange- 
ment, in  the  form  of  articles  of  accusation, 
founded  on  the  laws  and  usages  of  our  coun- 
try. In  the  mean-time,  and  before  I  come 
to  my  2d  head  (which  I  am  compelled  tore- 
serve  for  another  letter),  let  me  beseech  your 
lordship  not  to  place  any  reliance  on  the 
plea,  that  you  could  not  know  that  such  would 
bethe  consequence  of  the  treaty.  The  proof  that 
you  could  have  known  it,  is,  that  these  con- 
sequences, all  these  consequences  were  fore- 
told, repeatedly  foretold  to  you,  before  you 
adopted  the  terms  of  the  Definitive  Treaty, 
long  before  you  surrendered  any  one  of  our 
numerous  conquests;  and,  if  you  ask  me 
ivhy  you  were  to  believe  the  persons  who 
gave  you  this  intimation,  my  answer  is  :  be- 
cause they  were  wiser  than  yourselves,  a  fact 
which  is  now  proved,  and  which  proof  you 
must  acknowledge,  unless  you  choose  to  in- 
cur the  imputation  of  premeditated  guilt  ra- 
ther than  the  imputation  of  ignorance. 
Having  deprived  yourselves  of  the  plea  of 
necessity,  you  must  now  allow  that  you  were 
grossly  ignorant,  or  shamefully  deceitful  and 
perfidious;  totally  incapable  of  the  trust, 
which  you  l\ad  tiie  criminal  temerity  to  as- 
sume, or  more  crimiualiy  guilty  of  a  bre«^ch 
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of  that  trust.  Remember  well,  iny  lord, 
that  incapacity  is  no  excuse  for  a  ministry  : 
the  welfare  of  nstions  is  net  to  be  so  trifled 
with :  it  is  the  effect  of  their  measures, 
and  that  alone,  which  constitutes  their 
merit,  or  their  crime  5  which  entitles 
them  to  reward,  or  subjects  them  to  punish- 
ment. The  whole  means  of  the  country 
are  placed  in  their  hands  ;  it  is  for  them  to 
find  integrity,  zeal,  and  wisdom  to  make 
use  of  those  means  for  the  advantage  of 
their  Sovereign  and  his  people,  and  not, 
after  having  appropriated  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  the  public  wealth  to  the  use 
of  themselves  and  their  families,  to  plead 
vrant  of  knowl;rdge  in  the  exercise  of  those 
functions,  by  which  alone  they  have  been 
enabled  to  make  such  appropriations.  But, 
in  the  present  instance,  this  integrity,  zeal, 
and  wisdom,  have  been  voluntarily  tendered 
to  them.  Nothing  has  been  wanting  with, 
respect  either  to  person,  place,  time,  or 
argument,  to  prevent  the  evils,  which  you 
have  brought  upon  your  country,  and  of 
which  you  have,  step  by  step,  and  in  the 
most  ample  detail,  been  duly  forewarned  by 
Members  of  the  Parliament,  speaking  iu 
their  public  capacity.  With  wilful  per- 
verseness,  therefore,  or  with  a  crime  of  still 
blacker  dye,  you  justly  stand  charged  ;  and, 
this  charge,  my  lord,  I,  for  one,  live  in 
hopes  of  seeing  preferred,  at  the  bar  of  that 
august  assembly,  to  the  wisdom  and  justice 
of  which  England  has   so  olleu  owed   her 

salvation. 1  am,  &c.  &:c. 

Wm.  Coebett. 
Bule  Str.  Wcstm.   May  25,  1803. 


MONSIEUR     DE    TINSEAU. 

The  public  are  well  acquainted  with  ths 
character  and  merit  of  this  loyal  grntlemari 
and  ingenious  writer,  who,  some  time  ago, 
published,  in  London,  an  excellent  work  en- 
titled, "  The  Empire  of  Gernuuiv,  divided  inta 
"  Departments,  under  the  Frtfature  of  the. 
"  Elector  tsf  *  ''^  ■■ ,"  a  translation  of  which 
work  is  inserted  in  Vol.  il.  of  the  Register. 
On  another  work  of  Mr.  Tinseau,  forrain.g- 
a  sequel  to  that  which  we  have  just  men- 
tioned, and  which  work  was  also  published 
and  translated  like  the  former,  a  French 
paper,  entitled  the  Cm:f  or  Cabinet,  has 
made  the  following  remarks,  in  reply  to 
which  we  have  below  published  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Tiaseau. 

Extract  Jroin  the  CLf  dit   Calwiet  of  the 

\7tb   of  May,    1803. "  It    is    well    to 

"  know,  that  this  Mr.  Tinseau  is  one  of 
"■  the  most  incorrigible  being';  in  existence. 
"  He  has  been  seen  to  figure,  very  activelVf 
"  in  all  the  conspiracies  against  ihi;  French, 
'-'  goveiiuawitj  liyisevea  regarded  as  tije. 
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**  Inventor  of  those  mild  and  gentle  means, 
"  employed  in  the  ai'rair  of  the  3d  Nivose 
"  [the  Infernal  INIachine],  and  he  is  at  pre- 
"  sent   more  eager  thnn  ever    to    raise  up 

"  enemies    ag-iinst    France. He    begins 

•'  his  work  \v\[h  a  violent  invective  against 
"  the  consalar  government  ;  draws  a  pic- 
*'  ture  of  the  defensive  and  otlensive  situa- 
"  tion  of  France,  and,  concludes  with  con- 
•'  juring  the  maritime  powers  to  block  up 
"  by  sea,  France,  Spain,  and  the  Batavian 
**  Republic;  to  seize  on  all  their  vessels ; 
**  to  stop  those  of  other  nations  trading 
•*  with  them  ;  and,  finally,  he  exhorts  Rus- 
"  sia  to  trade  exclusively  with  Great  Bri- 
"  tain,  and  to  have   no  commerce  or  con-  j 

"  nexion  with  France. At  a  time  when 

"  the  greatest  part  of  the  emigrants  have 
"  returned,  and  have  been  reconciled  to  the 
•*  government,  it  is  perfectly  pitiful  and 
•'  ridiculous  to  see  Mr.  Tinseau,  in  Eng- 
"  land,  and  the  wedded  Abbe  Delille,  in 
"  France,  writing,  the  former,  a  manifesto 
*'  to  rally  an  external  war  against  his  coun- 
"  try,  and  the  latter,  a  plaintive  poem,  to 
*'  excite  afresh  internal  dissentions.  Mr. 
*'  Tinseau  has,  over  the  Abbe,  the  advan- 
*'  tage  of  being  one  of  the  most  able  engi- 
"  neers  in  Europe ;  but,  with  the  mar- 
•'  ried  Abbe  he  amply  participates  in  a  fa- 
"  naticism,  which  has  deprived  him  of  all 
''^  sober  judgment." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Register. 
Sir, — Accused  of  a  very  serious  fact  by 
the  Clef  du  Cabinet,  I  think  myself  called 
on  to  deny  it  in  English,  because  the  ca- 
lumnies of  (hat  and  other  Consular  Gazettes 
are  constantly  repeated  as  truths,  in  the  Ar- 
gus, and  in  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  the 
latter  of  which  is,  I  understand,  the  only 
English  paper  that  has  the  honour  to  be  per- 
mitted to  circulate  in  France. If  the  au- 
thor of  the  work  in  question  really  be  pitiful, 
ridiculous,  and  fanatically  mad,  those  who 
waste  their  time  in  attempting  to  refute 
him,  will,  I  imagine  find  it  difficult  to  per- 
suade their  readers,  that  they  themselves  are 
persons  of  sentiments  very  dignified,  or  of 
judgment  very  well  matured;  while,  from 
iheir  invectives,  most  people  will  be  apt  to 
conclude,  that  the  autlior  has  truly  exposed 
the  views,  the  means,  and  the  hidden  decre- 
pitude of  the  Consular  government. 

nine  mihi  piima  mali  labcs  j  hinc  scyper  Ulysses 
Criminibus  ccrrere  novis. 

Asking  pardon  of  the  shade  of  Ulysses,  for 
having  compared  him  to  Buonaparte,  and 
throv/ipg  aside,  with  contempt,  the  abuse  of 
the  Clef  du  Cabinet,  I  come  to  the  impaia- 
lion  of  being  the  inventor  of  the  expedition 
of  the  iDfernal  machlnej,  ot  that  cxpeditioJi 
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for  which  seventy  of  the  jacobins,  heretofore 
friends  and  brotht-rs  of  the  First  Consul, 
have  been  sent  to  Madagascar,  though,  two 
months  afterwards,  several  royalists  were 
condemned  and  shot  to  death,  as  being  the 
sole  authors  of  the  deed  ;  of  that  expedition, 
in  short,  of  which,  it  seems,  I  am,  at  last, 
the  inventor. — It  is  not  for  me  lo  pass  judg- 
ment on  this  deed  ;  it  is  an  affair  which  haS 
passed  in  France,  between  Frenchmen  and 
Frenchmen,  and  can  only  be  estimated  and 
tried  by  French  maxims  and  French  laws: 
but,  I  solemnly  declare,  upon  ray  honour, 
that  I  never  had,  at  any  time,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  any  concern  in  the  act,  nor  ever 
heard  of  it,  except  in  the  same  way  as  the 
public  in  general :  and  I  further  declare, 
that  I  have  never,  in  even  the  slightest  de- 
gree, participated  in  the  alarm  of  the  sena- 
tors, the  counsellors  of  state,  prefects,  spies, 
Mamelukes,  &c.  &:c.  as  to  the  danger,  to 
which  was  exposed  a  head  so  precious  as 
that  of  tliejiVj/ ,  and,  I  hope,  last.  Consul  of 
P'rance  :  moreover,  I  declare,  that,  if  he  had 
fallen,  his  fall  would  not  have  excited  in  me 
the  least  regret,  all  my  pity  having  before 
been  exhausted  on  the  thousands  of  my 
countrymen  slaughtered  at  Toulon,  in  179^» 
and  at  Paris  on  the  13th  Vendemiaire,  or 
sent  to  a  death,  useless  to  their  country,  o\\ 
the  burning  sands  of  Egypt,  and  pestiferous 
soil  of  St.  Domingo,  It  is  not  my  fault  if 
Pygmalion  and  Cromwell  changed  beds 
every  night,  or  that  Lady  Macbeth  saw  on 
her  hands  indelible  stains  of  blood.  In 
short,  I  have  never  assassinated  myself  nor 
caused  assassination,  and,  accordingly,  I  have 
never  dreamt  in  the  night,  nor  thought  in 
the  day,  that  any  one  intended  to  assassinate 

me. 1  anti,  Mr.  Editor,  yours,  &c. 

Chr.  Tinseau, 


Lor.do77,  May  25,  1803. 


DOMESTIC. 

IVkitfhall,  April  19. — The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  grant  unto  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Earl 
of  Cavan,  Major-General  of  his  Majesty's  Forces, 
liis  Royal  License  and  Permission  that  he  may 
receive  and  wear  the  Badge  of  the  Older  of  the 
Crescent,  transmitted  to  his  Lordship  by  the 
Grand  Seignior  : — And  also  to  command,  that  his 
Majesty's  concession  and  declaration,  together 
with  the  relative  documtntSj  may  be  registered  in 
his  College  of  Arms. 
By  the  King. — A  Ptorlamation,  for  encouraging  Sfamiti 

aid  Lunrlmen  to  enter  theimelvei  on  hoard  hii  M'jesty  i 

Ships  rf  l^ar. 

GtoRGE  R. — whereas  it  is  our  Royal  Intention 
to  give  all  due  encouragement  to  all  such  seamen 
and  landmen  who  sliall  voluntarily  enter  them- 
selves in  our  service,  we  have  thought  fit,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to  publish 
this  our  Royal  Proclamation  :  and  we  do  hereby 
promise  and  declare,  that  all  such  able  seamen  not 
above  the  age  of  fifty,  nor  under  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  tit  for  our  service,  who  shall  oa  or  befoic 
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the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  voluntarily  enter 
themselves  to  serve  in  ourRoyal  Navy,  either  with 
the  captains  or  lituten;uus  of  our  ships  or  vessels, 
or  oflkers  employed  on  shore  tor  raising  nitn  for 
the  service  ut  our  Navy,  shall  receive,  as  our 
Royal  Bonn  y,  the  sum  ol  five  pouu'ls  each  man  : 
and  all  surh  ordinary  sc mien,  fit  for  our  service, 
■who  sh^ll  so  enter  themselves  as  afoiesaid,  shall 
receive  the  sum  ot  twn  pounds  ten  shillings  each 
niau  and  all  such  aMe  bodied  landmen,  not 
above  the  age  of  'hirty-five,  nor  under  the  age  of 
twenty  yrais,  who  shall  so  enter  thetnseives  as 
aforesaid,  hall  receive  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings 
each  man,  as  oui  Royal  bounty,  in  lieu  of  the 
bounties  promised  in  our  Royal  Proclan  ition 
dated  tlie  seventh  day  ot  March  last  ;  such  re- 
spective sums  to  be  paid  thena  by  the  respc  ive 
Clerk-  "I  I  he  Chccque  residing  at  the  p  rts  where 
the  ships  or  v  ^sels  '-n  board  which  su  h  seamen 
and  lardinen  may  be  appointed  to  serve,  shall  be 
immediately  aftf  I  the  'hird  muster  of  such  sea- 
men or  landmen:  Aii(l\ve  do  declare,  that  the 
qualifications  ot  th  •  s-ameti  and  landmen  so  en- 
tering themselves,  h.iil  he  certified  by  the  Cap- 
tain, Maste',  and  Boatswain  of  the  ship  cr  vessel 
on  hoau!  which  the)  shall  be  appointed  to  serve; 
And  for  prevention  of  any  abuses,  by  any  persons 
leaving  the  ve-scls  to  which  they  shall  belong, 
and  entering  themselves  on  bo  ird  any  other  our 
ships  or  vesst  Is,  in  order  to  obtain  the  said  bounty 
money,  we  do  hereby  declare  and  command,  tliat 
such  seamen  and  landnun  belonging  to  any  of  cur 
jhips  ot  vessels,  as  shall  absc.t  themselres  trom 
any  of  the  said  ships  or  vessels  to  which  they 
siiail  belong,  and  shall  enter  themselves  on  board 
any  other  ot  our  said  ships  or  vessels,  in  order  Co 
obtain  tl.e  said  bounty,  shall  not  only  lose  the 
wages  due  to  them  in  the  ships  or  vessels  they 
slirfll    leave,    hut   also  be   punished   accoiding  to 

their    demeiits. Given    at    out    Tourt    at    the 

Queen's  Falace,  the  sixteenth  day  of  A'Liv,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  three,  and  in  tlie  forty- 
thitd ycai  nf  our  reign. (iod  save  the  King. 

By  the  King. — .-^  Proclamatirjn. 
GE'TRoe  K.  —  VVhcieas  we  are  informed,  that 
great  numbers  of  mariners  and  s  ;afaring  men,  our 
natural-born  subjects,  are  in  the  service  of  divers 
Foreign  f  rinces  and  States,  to  the  prejudice  of 
our  Kingdom:  And  whereas  attempts  may  be 
made  lo  seduce  some  of  our  subjects,  contrary  to 
tlitir  allegiance  and  duty  to  us,  to  enter  on  board 
ship?  or  vessels  ot  war,  or  other  ships  or  vessels 
belonging  to  the  French  and  Batavinn  Republics, 
witli  intent  to  commit  hostilities  against  us  or 
our  subjects,  or  otherwise  to  adhere,  or  give  aid 
or  ctinifort  to  our  enemies  upon  the  sea  :  Now 
■we,  'n\  order  that  none  of  our  subjects  may  igno- 
ranily  incur  the  guilt  anil  penalties  of  such 
breaches  of  their  allegiance  and  duty,  have 
thought  ic  necessary,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
our  Privy  Council,  to  publi.~h  this  our  Royal  Pro- 
clamation, hereby  notifying  and  declaring,  that 
all  persons,  being  our  subjects,  who  shall  enter  or 
serve,  or  be  found  on  board  any  ships  or  vessels 
o(  war,  or  other  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the 
French  or  Batavian  Republics,  with  intent  to 
commit  hostilities  against  us  or  our  subjects,  or 
■who  shall  othern-ise  adhere,  or  give  aid  or  com- 
foit  to  our  enemies  upon  the  sea,  will  thereby  be- 
come liable  to  suffer  the  pains  of  dcatli,  and  all 
other  pains  and  penskies  of  high  treason  and 
piracy;  and  we  do  hereby  declare  our  Royal  In- 
tention and  firm  Resolution  to  proceed  against  all 
such  cffeuders  according  tp  la-sv. Given  at  our 
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Court   at   the   Queen's  Pahcc,  the  sixteenth  d.iy  of 
May,  one    thousand   eight  liutidrcd   and  three,  in 

the  forty-third  ymr  of  our   reign, God    save  the 

King. 

The  same  Gazette  contains  an  Order  of  the 
Privy  Council  tor  issuing  Letters  of  M;iique  ajid 
General  Repiisals  against  France  (see  the  Order 
in  this  sheet  under  the  head  of  Puhlic  P.'f<ers)  % 
also  an  Order  of  Council  (see  :he  same  head)  for 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  vessels  belonging  to  the 
French  and  Patavian  Republics,  or  destined  to 
any  countiy  occupied  by  the  armies  of  France. — 
Besides  these,  the  same  Gazette  contains  Ordei? 
for  preventing  the  exportation  of  warlike  and 
naval  stores,  with  snuie  exceptions  respecting 
Africa. — A  proclamation  is  also  inserted  for 
electing  a  Scotch  Feet  in  lieu  of  the  Earl  of 
Dumfries. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  French  Government  have  pub- 
lished, in  the  form  ot  a  communication  to  the 
Legislati  ve  Body,  a  paper  tracing  the  conduct 
of  theBritishgovcrnment  from  theci-nclusioa 
of  the  peace  to  the  breaking  off  of  the  Jate 
negotiation,  to  which  th^-y  have  prefixed  all 
the  papers  relative  to  the  negotiations  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  and,  indeed,  every  docu- 
ment relating  to  negotiations  with  England, 
from  Buonaparte's  insolent  letter  to  the  king 
to  the  present  time.  Some  of  these  docu- 
ments aie  extremely  interesting;  but,  the 
series  should,  by  no  means  be  bioken,  and, 
the  limits  of  the  weekly  part  of  our  work 
does  not  admit  of  their  insertion  entire:  ia 
the  Snppleme.it  to  the  Volume  we  shall 
give  them,  of  course,  with  great  accuracy. 
— Upon  a  perusal  of  them  we  discover  no-* 
thing  to  strengthen  the  cause  of  the  usurper 
against  England ;  but  much,  very  much, 
still  to  weaken  the  cause  ot  ihs  English  mi- 
nisters with  respect  to  their  country. — We 
shall,  occasionally  refer  to  these  papers, 
and,  perhaps,  in  our  next,  give  an  analysis  of 
some  of  tiiem.  The  declaration  of  the 
French  government  we  shall  certainly  pub- 
lish with'"  It  dtlay  ;  but,  as  the  close  of  out 
3d  volume  is  so  near  at  hand,  our  readers 
will  not  have  long  to  wail  for  the  series  com- 
plete. 

In  the  Parliament,  the  debates  have 
been  anin^aied  and  interesting.  Every  one 
who  has  spoken,  in  ihcse  debates,  and  who 
approved  of  the  Dt  iinitive  Treaty,  has,  as 
far  as  we  have  observed,  declared  his  regret 
for  having  given  it  that  approbation,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Lord 
Stanhope,  Mr.  Whit  bread.  Mr.  Fox,  and 
Mr.  Pitt.  Why  the  four  former  adhered  to 
their  opinion  we  need  not  say }  the  reason 
was  very  well  explained  by  Mr.  Fox,  upoa 
the  first  arrival  of  the  treaty.  Mr.  Pitt  con- 
tinued to  call  it  "  a  pence  ojf^ experiment ,"  and, 
as  far  as  that  ground  will  carry  him,  we 
greatly  fear,  he  intends  to  endeavour  to  sup- 
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port  tlie  ministen.  Mr.  Windhain,  Lord 
Grenville,  and  their  friends,  gave  their  hearty 
support  to  the  address,  because,  as  t.hey  ex- 
plicitly declared,  they  did  not  regard  it  as 
pledging  them,  in  the  smallest  degree,  to 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  ministry, 
cither  as  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,   or   their 

subsequent  measures  relative  to  France.- • 

On  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  Messrs.   Pitt  and 
Fox,   almost  for  the  first   time  for  twenty 
years  past,  spoke  and  voted  on  the  same  side. 
They  are  now  agahi  in  opposition   to  each 
other }  the  unhappy  nation  is  once  more  di- 
vided into  Foxites  and  Pittites 5  all   the  nu- 
merous swarm  of  insignificant  creatures,  who 
have  neither  character  nor  name,  are  again 
ranging  themselves  on  the  side,  again  becom- 
ing the  lacqaay-like  retainers,  of  one  or  the 
otbsr  of  these  rival  orators,  who,  after  each 
taking  his  turn  of  secession,  are  now  returned 
to  the  political  arena,  to  combat  and  compli- 
ment each  other,  while  the  silly  herd,  in  the 
galleries,  astonished  at  their  wondrous  wis- 
dom, seem  to  have  totally  forgotten.  th^.t  the 
only  measure  of  importance,   in  which  this 
"  Cicero"   and    this    "    Demosthenes"   ever 
agreed,  was  that  by  which  the  interest,  the 
power,  and  the  honour  of  England  were  bar- 
tered for  a  pf  ace  01  three  hundred  and  eighty 
one  days  !  Of  PJr.  Fox  we  had  i>o  hope;  he 
has  pursued  precisely  that   line   of  conduct, 
which  we  thought,  and  we  said,   he  would 
pursue;   the  man  who  rejoiced  at  the  peace, 
because  it  was  glorious  to  France,   must  na- 
turally be  opposed  to  a  war  which  is  neces- 
sary for  the  salvation  of  England.  But,  from 
Mr.  Pitt  we  did  expect  an   open  and  manly 
acknowledgment  of  his  error;  we  did  expect 
from  him  something  more  than  an  eloquent 
Phillippic  on  the  character  and  views  of  our 
enemy,  and  an  animated  appeal    to   the  pa- 
triotism and   loyalty  of  the  people.     These 
were  very    proper ;  but  wc    expected  and 
wanted  something  more;  something  to  en- 
courage  us   to  hope,   that  the  sacrifices  and 
exertions,     for    which     he    called,    would 
not,    as    far     as    rested    with    him,    again 
be    rendered    useless,     again     be     thrown 
away,   by   another   peace,  such  as   that   of 
which  he  last  approved.      Something  of  this 
sort  we  did  hope  for  and   expect  from  Mr. 
Pitt,   and  something  of  this   sort  we  must 
hear  from  him,  hsfore  we  shall  see  any  rea- 
sonable ground  for  his  being  again  called  to 
power,     lis   did    not,   indeed,  pledge  him- 
self to  support  tlie  ministers  as  to  their  mea- 
sures iincc:  the  condmlon  of  the  -peace;  on  the 
contrary,   he   carefully  distinguished    those 
measures  from    the  peace  itself;   but,   it  is 
supposed,  by  some,    that  he  means  not  to  he 
fresmt,  during  the  debates  on    this   subject. 
W.e  still  hope,  that  this  suppcsition  is  false; 
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we  still  hope  he  has  too  high  a  regard  for 
his  character  ;  but,  should  this  hope  prove 
unfounded,  we  shall  indeed  despair  of  ever 
again  seeing  him  act  that  great  and  high- 
minded  part,  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
in  the  statesman,  who  is  to  deliver  this 
country  from  the  dangers,  with  which  it  is 
now  threatened.  These  common-place  party 
manoeuvres,  this  indulgence  in  adhering  to 
family  and  personal  connexion,  are  very  ill 
suited  to  the  times,  and  to  the  cause,  in 
which  the  people  are  called  on  to  make 
sacrifices,  which  they  never  before  dreamt 
of.  What  is  it  to  the  King  and  his  people, 
that  Mr.  Addington's  father  was  the  devoted 
creature  of  the  father  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  that  the 
connexion  and  dependence  has  betn  handed 
down  to  the  sons,  who,  by  a  judicious  dis- 
tribution of  characters,  by  reciprocal  affec- 
tion, forbearance,  and  support,  have  con- 
trived to  keep  the  government  in  their 
hands,  under  a  total  change  of  measures 
and  of  principles  ?  What  is  there  in  all  this 
to  satisfy  the  King,  his  Parliament,  and  his 
people  ?  Is  the  juvenile  attachment  of  Mr. 
Addington  and  Mr.  Pitt  to  be  placed  in  the 
balance  against  the  happiness  and  honour 
of  a  nation  ?  Is  tliis  the  mighty  cause  that 
is  to  stifle  all  inquiry,  to  be  a  bar  to  all  jus- 
tice, to  render  nug-.tory  that  responsibility, 
which  is  the  sole  safeguard  against  ministe- 
rial incapacity  and  guilt.'  if  so,  what,  in 
reality,  is  our  political  state  ?  Neither  more 
nor  less  than  that  of  Oligarchy,  and  that, 
too,  of  the  most  odious  kind.  We  may  en- 
deavour, as  long  as  we  please,  to  hide  the 
shameful  truth  ;  but,  if  the  power  of  the 
government,  with  all  its  attendant  patronage 
and  emolument,  can  be  thus  rendered  a 
property,  can  be  handed  backward  and  for- 
ward, and  alternately  enjoyed  by  men  who 
hold  it  in  abeyance  for  each  other  ;  if  this 
be  so,  our  boasted  freedom  is  a  despicable 
farce,  we  are  made  for  these  men,  and  not 
they  for  us ;  if  this  be  so,  disguise  the  fact 
how  we  may,   they  are  our  masters  and  we 

are  their  slaves. No ;    we  repeat,  that 

we,  for  our  parts,  are,  by  no  means,  content 
with  a  flaming  speech  for  war,  and  with  a 
call  on  us  for  sacrifices  and  exertions. 
These  are  good ;  the  war  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, the  very  existence  of  every  thing 
dear  to  us  depends  upon  its  success,  and  to 
obtain  this  success,  great  exertions  and  great 
sacrifices  are  required.  But,  before  we 
were  called  on  to  make  them,  we  wished 
for  some  assurance,  that  they  would  not 
again  be  employed  to  our  injury,  to  our 
humiliation,  and  to  the  dishonour  of  our 
Sovereign. — Mr,  Addington,  modest  well- 
meaning  man  !  He,  loo,  calls  for  *'  sacri- 
"  fices  and  exertions  such  as  wtre  never  li" 
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"  fore  made  •"  he  who,  a  twelvemonth  ago, 
made  a  peace  of  economy,  a  peace  "  to 
"  husband  OLir  resources  against  another 
*'  day  of  trial,"  and  who,  upon  tke  strength, 
and  by  the  means,  of  that  peace,  in  which 
he  has  surrendered  our  power  into  the  hands 
of  our  enemy,  has  taken  to  himself  and  his 
family  thous.inds  upon  thousands  of  the 
public  wealth  ;  this  is  the  man  who  now 
demands  sacrifices  hl.therto  unheard-of,  in 
order  to  carry  on  a  war  to  cure  the  defects 
of  that  very  peace  !  And,  shall  we  be  thus 
treated,  shall  we  be  led  along  from  folly  to 
folly,  from  evil  to  evil,  without  making  any 
Inquiry,  without  obtaining  any  redress, 
without  any  assurance  or  any  hope,  that  the 
dangers  we  are  called  on  to  resist  and  re- 
move will  not  be  augmented  a  iiundred 
fold  by  another  treaty  of  Downing  Street 
and  of  Amiens  ?  If  we  are  asked  what  we 
want,  our  answer  is  ready  :  "  indemnify  for 
*'  the  past  and  security  for  the  future  :"  in- 
demnity, by  an  inquiry,  into  the  conduct  of 
those  who  have  produced  the  necessity  for 
such  great  and  hitherto  unheard-of  sacri- 
fices ;  a  solemn,  legal  inquiry,  and  a  just,  a 
strictly  just  decision,  according  to  the  laws 
and  usages  of  the  realm.  The  best  security 
for  the  future  would  be,  first  of  all  the  re- 
moval from  power  of  those  persons,  every 
one  of  those  persons,  who  were  concerned 
in  advising  the  peace.  This  is  a  prelimi- 
nary step ;  and,  till  it  is  taken,  not  a  shilling- 
more  should  be  voted  by  the  Parliament. 
The  next  thing  that  naturally  presents  it- 
self, is,  to  give  the  power  into  the  hands  of 
those,  who  disapproved  of  the  peace,  who 
had  the  wisdom  to  perceive,  and  the  up- 
rightness, public-spirit  and  loyalty,  to  v/arn 
the  nation  against  the  consequences  which 
have  now  come  to  pass.  On  this  point, 
however,  we  would  not  be  very  tenacious  : 
provided  the  makers  of  the  peace  of  Amiens 
were  completely  excluded,  and  that  men  act- 
ing upon  kIiq  principles  of  Lord  GrenviUe  and 
Mr.  Windham  were  to  assume  the  reins  of 
government,  the  mere  circumstance  of  per- 
sons would  be  of  little  weight  with  any  body 
but  those  who  are  actuated  \y  some  foolish 
or  sinister  motive,  who  are  vain  of  wearing 
the  livery  of  a  great  man,  or  who  are  seeking 
a  market  for  their  adulation  and  their  in- 
fluence, and,  of  such  persons,  in  the  ap- 
proaching times,  the  opinion  and  the  exer- 
tions will  be  found  to  be  of  very  little  value. 
— As  a  further  security,  we  could  wish,  too, 
fer  sointthing  like  a  Ai: fined  object  of  the 
war;  fome  security,  that  it  shall  not  be  a 
little,  low,  peddling,  selfish  object,  in  which 
1)0  foreigner  upon  the  fiice  of  the  earth  can 
wish  us  to  succeed.  Unless  we  can,  before  ' 
l,ve  lay  dowii  our  arms,  effect  a  total  altera 
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tion  in  our  state  relative  to  France,  it  is  per- 
fectly useless  to  take  them  up  ;  and,  this  h1- 
teration  is  not  to  be  etTtcted  by  a  war  merely 
for  Malta,  or  for  any  othfr  place  or  thing, 
the  obtaining  of  which  shall  appear  in  re- 
dound only  to  our  own  advantage.  With 
respect  to  ourselves,  too,  men  of  informa- 
tion, indeed,  know,  that  war  is  become  neces- 
sary in  order  to  save  the  monarchy  from  de- 
struction ;  the  financier  knows,  that  public 
credit,  that  "  credit,  capital,  and  confidence," 
which  were  to  be  our  rock  of  defence,  must 
have  perished  by  a  continuation  of  the  peace; 
the  merchant  and  ship-owner  rejoice  at  the 
war  as  a  means  of  restoring  trade  and  navi- 
gation ;  but,  as  the  matter  now  stands,  the 
mass  of  the  people,  the  husbandmen  and  the 
hard-labouring  artizans,  who,  when  the  day 
of  trial  arrives,  will  be  found  to  be  the  bones 
and  sinews  of  the  countiy  ;  they  will  not, 
without  further  and  fuller  explanation,  ever 
believe,  that  they  are  called  on  to  go  to  war 
for  any  thing  but  the  Island  of  Malta,  and 
that  Island  they  will  never  estimate  by  any 
other  standard  than  the  number  of  its  inha- 
bitants and  the  produce  of  its  soil. — Some 
object,  therefore,  some  great  and  definite 
object,  which  shall  fill  the  minds  and  engage 
the  hearts  of  the  people,  and,  at  the  same 
tirne,  command  the  good  wishes  of  all  the 
virtuous  and  gallant  part  of  mankind)  some 
such  object  as  this,  and  nothing  shot  t  of  such 
an  object,  will,  in  our  opinions,  ever  lead  us 
to  a  successful  termination  of  the  present 
contest. 

rOSTSCUIPT. 

The  readers  of  the  Register  will,  I  trust, 
hear,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Ingenious,  the  zealous,  and 
loyal  Mr.  Peltiek,  has  been  dropped.  The 
Term  has  passed,  without  his  being  called  up 
to  receive  judgment,  and,  of  course^,  hs  is 
discharged.  Some  persons  will,  probably 
imagine,  that  the  rupture  between  the  twf> 
countries  has  produced  this  pleasing  result 
of  an  afi'air  which  must  have  given  great 
pain  to  all  honourable  men  ;  but,  though  ia 
declaring  my  opinion  to  the  contrary,  I  must 
necessarily  lake  some  little  merit  to  myself, 
I  do  sincerely  believe,  tliat,  unless  the  At- 
torney General  had,  in  the  interval  between 
the  trial  and  the  expiration  of  the  Term, 
been  convinced,  that  the  prosecution  was 
not  founded  in  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  he  would,  notwithstanding  the  change 
of  circumstances,  have  demanded  punish- 
ment ;  tor  I  am  persuaded,  that,  whatever 
motives  might  influence  the  ministers,  the 
case  being  once  in  his  hands,  justice  v/ould 
never  have  been  made  to  bend  to  politics! 
C(jnsiderations.  In  fact,  I  an)  myself  fully 
convinced^  that  the  doctrine  which  1  laid 
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down  on  the  subject,  was  found  to  be  so  |  tbis  circum  tance  tends  to  show,  that  if  the 
clear,  established  by  arguments  so  entirely  |  t'raraer  of  the  hill  had  given  way  to  every  ad- 
incontrovertible,  tiiat  to  have  proceeded  to  viser,  he  would  have  furnished  a  remark- 
punishment  would  have  been  universally  re  i  able  illustration  of  the  fable  of  the  man, 
garded  as  a  most  flagrant  violation  of  justice  '  suffering    under   the   accumulated  sin    and 


in  the  present  case,  and  would,  moreover, 
have  opened  a  door  for  endless  complaints 
and  unlimited  ministerial  oppression  :—I 
beg   to  be   understood  as  not  to  say  this  by 


sorrow  oi"  a  double  marriage.  In  short, 
we  had  ourselves,  an  intention  of  offer- 
ing some  suggestions  on  this  bill,  parti- 
cularly on  the  clause  relative  to  parsonage-i 


way  of  boast.   I  am  very  far  from  v.ishing  to  |  houses,  which,    we   fear,   will   sutJer  great 


be  thought  learned  in  the  law,  with  which  I 
never  desire  to  have  ai-jy  thing  to  do,  parti- 
cularly with  the  la^v  of  libels;  and,  I  only 
state  my  opinion  as  to  the  etFfct  of  wy  de- 
fence of  Mr.  Peltier,  in  order  to  remin.l 
my  readers  of  what  nrgbt  have  been  done  by 


dilapidation  and  decay  from  it ;  but,  when 
we  came  to  hear  the  opinions  of  others,  we 
tcuad,  that  if  the  advice  of  all  of  us  were 
listened  to,  the  bill  would  soon  be  reduced 
to  blank  paper.  Agreeing,  therefore,  with 
this  brother  layman,  that  some  law  an  the 


his  advocate  at  the  bar. — With  respect  lo  !  subject  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  having 
Mr.  Peltier,  though  he  has,  to  the  honour  ;  got  the  better  of  our  own  desire  to  be  hear3 
of  the  Attorney  General  and  of  the  law  of  '  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  we 
England,  found  ;>tr.fO«<2/ protection  against  the  !  hope  he  will  not  think  it  altogether  unrea- 
vengeance  of  Buonaparte  and  the  pasillani-  }  sonable,  if  we  exhort  him  to  make  a  similar 
rnity  of  our  ministers,  in  properiy  he  must  j  sacrifice, 
have  considerably  sulfered.     His   time,   his  }      Monsieur  Tinseau    has  in   the   press. 


mind,  his  means,  have  been  expended  in  a 
long,  anxious,  and  expensive  attendance  on, 
and  provision  for  his  defence.  His  affairs 
must  have  suffered  much  from  the  stale  of 
uncertainty,  in  which  he  so  long   has  been 


and,  we  understand,  will  publish,  next  week, 
an  "  Apologie  des  Royalistes  Euiigres,  con- 
"  tre  le  libelle  diffamatoire,  public  sous  le 
"  nom  d'Amnistie,  par  le  nomme  Napoleon* 
"  Buonaparte,   alias,  Buonaparte  d'Ajaccio, 


kept;  and,  though  I  know  little,  or  rather  j  "  se  disant  Consul  de  France." — A  woik  of 
nothing,  of  the  intentions  of  himself  and  his  j  this  sort  was  very  much  wanted  in  this 
friends,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  found  libe-  !  country,  where  very  erroneous  opinions  are. 


ralily  enough  to  produce  him  a  compensa- 
tion. That  we  should  honour  and  cherish 
him,  there  can  be  no  better  proof,  than  thai 
he  is  hated  and  dreaded  by  Buonaparte  ; 
and,  when  to  this  consideration  is  added  that 
of  his  having  suffered   in    our  country  and 


by  some  persons,  entertained  respecting  the 
Amnesty  of  Buonaparte,  which  is,  in  reality, 
an  act  of  cruelty  and  of  perlidy. 

The  SKETCiiEs  of  Swenska,  which  we 
noticed  last  week,  as  being  for  sale  in  Lon- 
don,   will   be  found   particularly  useful  in 


for  our  own  cause,  that  cause  for  which  we    examining  the  views  of  Russia  relative  to, 


are  now  again  at  war,  I  should  be  ashamed 
to  doubt  of  his  obtaining,  in  some  way  or 
other,  full  and  adequate  reparation  and 
,eward.  V/m.  Cobbett. 


KOTICES. 

Veritas,  on  the  Navy,  shall  appear  next 
week  without  fail. 

The  address  to  the  public,  on  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  St.  Vincent  relative  to  the  Me- 
diterranean shall  also  appear. 

A  Layman,  on  the  Clergy-Bill,  shall  be 
inserted,  if  we  have  room  for  some  remarks, 
on  it,  without  which  it  would  be,  in  us,  an 
unjustifiable  act  to  publish  it  to  th^  world. 
We,  too,  could  have  wished  the  bill  to  un- 
dergo some  further  alterations  ;  but,  the  dis- 
hke  which  we  have  to  this  measure,  is  found- 
ed, in  most  respects,  upon  reasons  exactly  op- 
posite to  those  advanced  by  this  writer}  and 


France.  We  cannot  but  i.?peat,  tiiat  every 
politician  should  be  in  possession  of  this 
book.  Mark,  too,  the  author's  predictions 
v/iih  respect  to  the  views  of  Russia,  on  the 
side  of  Turkey  and  India,  and  compare 
what  he  says,  with  the  events  now  passing 
in  that  quarter. 

(C^  We  have  lo  apologize  to  our  Readers 
for  having  almost  entirely  filled  up  this  sheet 
with  our  remarks  on  different  subjects,  to 
the  exclusion  of  more  solid  and  useful 
matter;  but,  in  our  next,  which  will  con- 
sist of  two  sheets,  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
make  reparation. 

*^^  The  first  Volume  of  this  Work  i& 
now  reprinted,  and  will  be  ready  for  deli- 
very on  Monday  next.— Both  First  and 
Second  Volumes,  together  with  the  fore- 
going Numbers  of  the  Third,  may  be  had 
of  Harding,  Pall  Mall,  Bagshaw,  Bow 
Street,  and  Richardson,  Royal  Exchange. 

LONDON, 
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TO  THE     RT.    HON.    LD.    HAWKF.SEURY,    &:C- 

Mv  Lord, — In  my  last  letter  (  see  p. 
782),  I  endeavoured  to  exhibit  a  view  of 
the  consequences  resulting  from  the  trenty 
of  Amiens,  together  w^ith  the  conduct  and 
motives  ofyour  lordship  and  your  colleagues 
relative  to  that  treaty.  The  second  head  of 
examination,  that  on  which  I  ain  now  about 
to  enter,  is,  the  prominent  features  of  your 
misconducr,  since  the  conciu-ion  of  the  jience ; 
and  these  I  propose  to  consider  in  the  fol- 
lowingorder:  i  The  press;  2.  the  French 
Emigrants  and  Vendean  royalists ;  3.  Swit- 
zerland ;  4.  French  troops  in  Holland,  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  other  Dutch 
colonies;  5.  Malta  and  Egypt ;  6.  Louisi- 
ana. 

I.  The   Press,  my  lord,   has  lonEj  been 
a    favourite    folly   in    this  island ;      it    has 
done  infinite  mischief;  it    has,  beyond    all 
comparison,  dene  more  harm  than  good,    as 
to  religion  and  civil    liberty,  as  well  as  to 
politics.    To  the  press  it  is  that  we  owe  the 
innumerable  sv/arms  of  sectaries,  who  have, 
tor  an  hundred  and  titty  years  past,  distracted 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and   in    some    in- 
stances,  led  them  to  commit  the  most  detes- 
table and  horrid  of  crimes ;   to  the  press  we 
owe     all    those   hard-biting   laws,    which, 
though  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the   peace  and   the   safety   of  the 
state,  must  be    regarded    as  a  considerable 
diminution  of  the  civil  liberty,  enjoyed  by 
the  mass  of  the  people,  previous  to  the  pre- 
valent influence  of  the  press;   to  the    press 
we  owe  the  American  rebellion,  the  rebellion 
in  Leland,  and   to    the    press,  the   English 
press,  the  world  owes  the  rebellion  and  the 
ursurpation  in  France,     Bur,  my  lord,  this 
most  potent  instrument,  after  having    been 
employed    in  the   work   of  irreligion,  civil 
slavery,  and  rebellion,  became,  at  the  close 
of  the  last  war,  formidable  to  Buonaparte, 
not  because  he  was  an  apostate,  a  rebel,  an 
ursurper,  and  a  tyrant ;   bur,  because,  after 
having  established   his   power,  he  had  be- 
come the  enemy  of  the  press  itself,  from  a 
suspicion,  that  it  might  produce,    with    re- 
spect to  him,  effects  similar  to  those  which  it 
had  produced  with  respect  to  his  lawful  So- 
vereign.    Very  easy,  therefore,   was  it   to 
Vot,  III. 
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perceive,  that  he  would  use  his  influence  to 
the  utmost,  in  order  to  silence,  with  regard 
to  himself  and  his  government,  the  press  of 
Lngland,  and  of  America,  but  particularly 
that  of  the  former  country.  This  his  inclina- 
tion and  intention  I  pointed  out  more  than  a 
year  ago,  even  before  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
concluded  ;   and,   I  stated,  at  the  same  time, 
that  he  would  certainly  endeavour  to  silence 
also    every    member    of    parliament,     who 
should  dare  to  expose  his  views  and  justlv 
characterize  his  conduct  (i). — Thus,    my 
lord,  you  were    duly     forewarned   of    this 
source  of  altercation  and  quarrel ;  and,  there- 
tore,  it  was  your  duty  to  have   been    upon 
your  guard,  and  to  have  opposed  a  resolute 
or  inficxible  resistance,  against  the  very  firsc 
approaches  of  the  ursurper's  interference  oa 
the  subject  of  the  press.     Do  we   find   this 
resolution  and  inflexibility  in  your  conduct, 
as  exhibited  in  the  correspondence  laid  before 
Parliament?     No,  my    lord  ;    we   perceive 
you,  in  the  first  instance,  adopting  a  tons 
well  calculated  to  invite  further  interfej-ence, 
reiterated   demands,  and  additional   insults. 
If,  in  answer  to  Otto's  (your   dear  friend 
Otto's)  impudent  request  to  punish  Peltievy 
Cohhett^  and  Rcgnkr  (editor  of  the  Courier  de 
Loadres),  you    had  simply    observed,  that 
the  courts  were  open,  but  that  neither  yoa 
nor  your  colleagues  had,  or  could  or  would 
have,  any  thing  to  do  with  the  matter,  you. 
would  have  heard   no  more   of  these   com- 
plaints,   or  the   dispute    would  have    been 
brought  to  an  issue,  while  the  conquered 
places  were  yet  in  our  hands  ;  but,  instead  of 
this  firm  and  dignified  sort  of  reply,  you  fell 
into  a  strain   of  explanation  made  up  of  that: 
pacific   pusillanimity  a^id  hacknied  pleader- 
like equivocation,  which  are  so  disgustingly 
apparent  in  your  letter  to  your  friend  Otto 
of  the  2Sth  of  July.     This  letter  is  a  paltry 
ajiohgy  for  the  existence  of  what  is  called  the 
liberty  of    the   press;    you  say,  that  it   is 
"  impossible     his     Majesty's     government: 
(meaning  the  nnnistty^  I    suppose)    "  could 
"  peruse  the  article  in  question"  C^n  article 
by  Mr.  Peltier),  "  without  the  greatest  dis- 

(1)  See  Register  fot  March  6  and  27,  1823.— 
Vol.  I.  p.  311  and  317- 
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"  pleasure,  snd  without  an  nvxlcus  dcslyc^ 
*'  that  the  person  who  published  it  shoiild 
*'  sufter  the  punhhfiicnt  he  so  justly  ekserves.^' 
Then,  after  lamenting  the  inccn'veniatcic's  of 
prosecurlons  for  libel,  and  the  difficulty  d 
obtaining  judgment  against  the  otienders, 
you  cor.clude  by  stating  that  you  have,  with 
regard  to  the  articK'  complained  of,  referred 
the  matter  to  the  King's  Attorney  General, 
*' tor  his  opinion  ivl.ethtr  it  is  or  is  not  alihd.'''' 
So,  my  lord,  after  having  declared,  that 
you  and  your  cnlUagues  have  read  the 
article  with  the  greatest  disphasin-e^  after  hav- 
ing declared  Ivlr.  Peltier  to  he  justly  deserving- 
oF j:u!;:Jir,:ent,  and  that  you  nnxlvusly  desire  to 
see  him  punished;  alter  all  this,  you  ac- 
knowledge, that  you  do  not  ]:novv^  whether 
the  article  be  or  be  not  a  libel,  whether  the 
publisher  be  or  be  not  deserving  of  punish- 
irient,  of  that  very  punishment,  which  }'ou 
anxiously  desire  he  should  receive  !  — Thar 
this  proof  of  so  complying  a  disposition  was 
well  calculated  to  produce  a  renewal  and 
peiseverance  in  those  atteinpts,  which  the 
French  Consul  had  already  made  against  the 
press,  is  certain.  When  the  insolent  com- 
missary of  prisoners  perceived,  that  you  and 
your  worthy  colleagues  were  so  ready  to  join 
in  the  condemnation  of  the  persons  he  ac- 
cused, and  especially  when  he  found  ycu, 
mereiy  to  humour  his  mcsicr.  anxiously  ded- 
)-«'j  to  punish  thatvwhich  you  did  not  knovv 
to  be  a  crime;  thus  encouraged,  it  was  no 
wonder  that  he  should  rise  in  his  demands, 
and  that  he  should  have  the  audacity,  in 
his  letter  of  the  17th  of  August,  to  give 
to  b.is  complanus  a  retrospective  extent,  em- 
bracing those  persons  who  had  '"  written 
*'  volumes  to  pnive  the  n-scessify  of  the  las! 
"  "djar  agalust  F;\!>!cr^'"  the  suppression  of 
which  also  he  v.  ould  have  demanded, 
and,  perhaps,  not  without  success,  if  ycu 
and  vour  colleagues  had  not  feared  the  con- 
sequences as  to  your  own  persons. — It  is  not, 
however,  as  a  cause  of  adding  to  the  mis- 
understanding, and,  finally,  as  contributing 
towards  the  rupture  which'  has  now  taken 
place,  that  I  am  now  to  consider  your  letter 
of  the  28th  of  July;  but,  as  discovering  a 
disposition,  on  your  parr,  to  shackle  the 
pi  ess,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
friendship  of  Buonap:ii  te  ;  and,  this  disposi- 
tion is,  1  think,  clearly  manifested  bv  your 
expressing  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  go- 
vernment that  pi'lr.  Peltier  deserved  punish- 
irent,  and  by  declaring  your  aiixious  desire 
to  see  himsufftr  punishment,  befcreyvw  had 
been  able  to  ascertain  'iv}:elher  the  act  he  ivas 
charged  luith  ivas  a  crime  or  not.  This  is  the 
ground  of  accusutioii  agnir.st  yon,  a  gn.'Uhd, 
too,  which  gathers  great  strength  Iroin  trie 
subscquer.c  procccd'aigs  s^ainH  that  injui-id 
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gentleman;  for,  we  now  know,  that,  in 
consecp;ence  of  the  complaints  of  the 
French  Minister,  Mr.  Peltier  has  been  pro- 
secuted for  the  pretcnv'ed  libel  laid  to  his 
charge,  that  the  prosecution  v/as  grounded 
upon  the  precedent  cases  of  Lord  George 
Gordon  and  Mr.  Vinr,  that  the  Attorney 
Gencnl  stated  the  relation  of  an  historical 
fact  not  to  come  within  the  just  C3use>  fcr 
such  a  prosecution,  and,  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  matters  for  which  Lord  George 
Gordoii  a^d  Mr.  Vint  v/ere  prosecuted  were, 
in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  words,  relations 
of  historical  facts ;  yet,  upon  this  ground, 
and  in  virtue  of  this  doctrine.,  we  have  seen 
Mr.  Peltier  convicted  under  a  strong  charge 
from  the  Bench  to  that  effecr ;  bur,  after  an 
investigation  of  his  c.ise  by  the  public,  and 
alter  all  hopes  of  keeping  peace  with  Buo- 
napar:e  had  vanished,  we  have  seen  the 
Attorney  General  refrain  from  demanding 
judgement,  and  we  muse  now  regard  Mr. 
i'ehicr  as  legally  discharged.  These  cir^ 
cumstances,  viewed  in  conjunction  with 
your  letter  of  the  aSth  of  Jul\',  amount  to. 
an  irrefragable  proof  of  vour  desire,  if  not 
of  your  intention,  to  impose  sh.ickles  on  the 
press,  unwarranted  fiy  the  lav/  of  the  land. 
2.  The  Frekch  Emigrants  and  Ven- 
DEAN  RoVALtSTS  vou  did  not,  my  lord, 
consent  to  drive  out  of  the  country;  this  act 
of  abominable  despotism,  to  which  you  v/ere 
moved,  was  not  consurnrnated ;  but,  in  your 
letter  of  the  2Sth  of  /lugust,  to  suppose  the 
case  of  the  Princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon 
being  induced  to  quit  Great  Britain;  your 
words  are:  "  His  Mrjesty  has  no  desire, 
"  that  they  should  continue  to  reside  in  this 
"■  country,  if  they  are  disposed,  or  can  he 
"  induced  to  qint  ii;"  which  appears  to  me  to 
amount  to  a  pretty  clear  indication  of  your  in- 
tention to  urge  them  so  to  do  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  oblige  them  to  do  it,  if  they  should 
not  take  the  hint  in  due  lime. — As  to  the 
wearing  of  the  insignia  of  the  orders  of 
French  nobility,  your  lordship  thought,  that 
the  persons  so  doing  did  wrong,  though  yoa 
happened  to  have  no  law  to  prevent,  or 
punish  it  :  "  It  might  be  more  proper  if 
"  they  all  abstained  from  it."'  And  why  ? 
why  more  proper?  Because  their  Sovereign 
was  in  exile,  and  because  a  rebel  had  usurped 
his  throne?  Was  this  the  reason?  Was  it 
thus  that  you  would,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, evince  you,r  fidelity  to  your  Sove- 
reign ?  God  send  yon  may  never  be  put  to 
the  l^rial,  and  let  all  the  people  say,  jimen  / 
This  is  a  tolerable  good  criterion  whereby  to 
judge  of  your  lordship's  nulions  of  nobility, 
of  the  obligations  of  honour  and  of  alle- 
giance. Were  I  your  King,  you  most  as- 
suredly would  never  be  exposed  to  the  temp- 
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tation  of  committing  the  base  act,  here  re- 
commencu^d  to  the  French  nobility.  What 
a  figure  does  this  nation  uiake,  in  the  papers 
now  before  Parliament  !  Never  surely  was 
degradation  half  so  complete!  But,  the 
worst  act  of  all  was,  the  promise  \.o  transport 
Geokges  and  hisfellow  Royalists  to  Canada. 
This  is  denied,  or,  at  least,  qualified;  but, 
will  any  one  believe,  that  the  French  mi- 
nister would  have  spoken  of  the  promise  in 
such  confident  terms,  if  no  such  promise 
Jiad  been  made?  I  hwiu,  my  lord,  that  an 
endeavour  was  made  lo  accomplhh  ibis  pro- 
mise, and  you  as  well  as  I  know  that  it 
failed.  To  comment  on  this  attempt  would 
be  useless:  the  naked  fact  is  all  ,that  is 
wanted,  and  that  I  am  sure  you  dare  not 
deny;  if  you  should,  an  exposure,  not  less 
<;omplete  than  that  respecting  the  Maltese 
deputation,  shall  very  soon  make  its  appear- 
ance. It  is  not  unnecessary  here  to  observe, 
however,  that  this  nation  was  bontid,  not  mere- 
ly by  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  hospitality, 
but  by  bonds  still  more  powerful,  to  protect 
all  the  Vendean  Royalists,  and  to  make  an 
ample  provis'ion  for  their  future  support. 
People  in  general  seem  to  imagine,  that'^the 
poor  miserable  pennies,  bestowed  as  a  sort 
oi  alms,  accompanied  with  all  the  insolence 
of  office,  are  to  be  regarded  as  a  favour  to- 
wards these  gallant  gentlemen;  but,  the  fact 
is,  that  this  nation  was  hound  by  the  most 
sacred  obligations  to  make  stipulations  for 
them  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  obligations 
which  were  basely  set  at  nought.  If  Oxford 
and  his  colleagues  deserved  impeachment  for 
their  conduct  towards  the  Catalans,  what, 
my  lord,  do  the  Richmond  Park  Ministry  de- 
serve for  their  conduct  towards  the  Ven- 
deans  ? 

3.  Switzerland,  like  every  other  couti- 
Iry  whereunto  France  extended  herencroach- 
n'jents,  was  an  object  worthy  the  attention 
of  a  British  ministry;  but,  having  made  a 
remonstrance  in  favour  of  the  Swiss,  how 
came  you  to  be  satisfied  without  a  satisfac- 
tory answer,  and  even  without  any  answer 
at  all  ?  The  remonstrance  was  made  on  the 
lOih  of  October,  lS02.  Yet,  after  this  you 
not  only  kept  peace,  but  proceeded  in  the 
surrender  of  the  conquests  then  remaining 
in  our  hands;  But,  what  strikes  me  as  the 
moat  singular  in  this  remonstrance,  is,  that 
it  was  grounded  on  the  principles  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  as  viewed  in  conjunction 
with  the  stipulations  of  that  of  Luneviile, 
when  it  is  well  known,  that,  during  the  de- 
bates on  the  former  of  those  treaties,  you 
yourself  had  declared,  that  its  stipulations 
were  in  no- wise  connected  with  those  of  the 
latter,  and  that  opon  this  very  ground,  you 
©ppoicd  the  laying  the  treaty  of  Luneviile 
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before  the  parliament,  when  a  motion  for 
that  purpose  was,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1S02, 
made  by  Lord  Temple,  whirii  motion  was 
by  your  means  negatived  by  the  last  com- 
plying parliament  (2). 

4.  Fkench  Tkoops  IN  Holland.  Yoa 
complained  of  tlie  French  troops  remaining 
in  Holland.  The  ground  of  your  complaint 
existed  the  moment  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
was  concluded;  yet,  from  an  examination 
of  the  papers;  in  which  we  are  told  to  look 
for  a  justification  of  your  conduct,  we  fii.d 
that  no  remonstra.nce  vvas  ever  made  on  this 
subject  till  the  month  of  February,  1S03, 
and  even  then  incidentally;  yet  you  proceeded 
in  the  restoration  of  the  Dutch  colonies,  in- 
cluding the  Cape,  when  you  must  have 
known,  that  the  mother  country  was  gar- 
risoned by  French  troops,  and  was,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  an  appendage  of  the 
French  empire.  On  the  l/th  of  October, 
you  gave  orders,  in  consequence  of  tlie 
French  incursion  into  Switzerland,  with 
which  the  Dutch  had  nothing  to  do,  to  re- 
tain the  Dutch  colonies  :  the  Cape  was  re- 
tained, or  rather,  as  it  happened,  recap- 
tured. On  the  14th  of  November  you  in- 
struct Lord  \Vhitworth  to  remonstrate  about 
the  French  troops  in  Holland;  yet,  with 
this  proof  of  your  knowledge  of  the  subju- 
gated state  of  Flolland  before  our  eyes,  we 
see  you,  on  the  very  next  day,  the  15th  of 
November,  sending  a  counter  order  to  give 
up  the  Dutch  colonies,  and  the  Cape 
amongst  the  rest !  Holland  being,  then,  on 
the  15th  of  November,  in  exactly  the  same 
state  with  respect  to  France  as  she  was  in 
on  the  17th  of  October,  it  follows  of  course, 
that,  if  she  was  independent  at  the  later 
date,  she  was  so  at  the  more  early.  Tliis, 
therefore,  is  the  dilemma,  to  which  yoa 
are  reduced  :  if  Holland  was  independent, 
yoa  were,  on  the  l/th  of  October,  guilty  of 
a  most  scandalous  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens;  and,  if  she  was  not  independent, 
you  knowingly  surrendered,  on  the  ]5th  of 
November,  the  C.^pe  into  the  hands  of 
France,  and  that,  too,  after  having  l)ad  re- 
peated and  very  recent  proofs  of  the  hostile 
intentions  of  that  power. 

5.  Malta  and  Egypt. — Your  conduct 
with  regard  to  Malta,  as  far  down  as  th.e 
treaty  of  Amiens  inclusive,  has  been  amply- 
exposed  in  the  publication  of  the  authentic 
papers  relative  thereto.  The  subsequent 
transactions,  the  abolition  of  some  of  the 
langues,  the  consent  to  a  mode  of  electing 
the  Grand  Master  unknown  to  the  treaty, 
together  with  all  your  various  pitiful  subter- 
fuges about  guarantees,  are  they  not  written 

(1)  See  Debates,  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  IZ3J. 
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in  ihe  book  which  y^n  have  laid  before  Par- 
liament, and  are  they  not  too  lidiciilous  to 
merit  particular  animadversion.  But,  Malta 
considered  as  the  out- work  of  Egypt,  and 
by  that  means  of  India;  Malta,  cotiiidered 
as  the  final  cause  of  the  rnpture,  and  as  the 
ostensible  object  of  the  war,  cannot  be  se- 
parated from  Sebastian i's  Report,  which  was 
the  principal  ground  on  whicli  you  resolved, 
as  you  say,  not  to  give  it  up.  When,  there- 
fore, did  you  first  hear  of  this  report  ?  In 
January,  1803.  Cut,  my  lord,  though  you 
had  not  seen  the  report  before  January,  you 
were,  as  appears  by  your  letter  of  the  30lh 
of  November,  at  that  more  early  period  in- 
formed ot  ibi  arrival  of  Scbasthini  i?i  Egypt ; 
and  who  can  doubt,  that  you  were  by  the 
same  means,  duly  informed  of  his  otlersive 
language,  and  of  the  evident  objecl:  of  his 
mission?  Yet,  after  the  receipt  of  this  infor- 
mation, you  not  only  gave  orders  to  evacuate 
Egypt,  but  we  find  you  professing  an  in- 
tention to  lose  no  time  in  evacuating  Malta 
also  I  With  this  evidence  before  our  eyes, 
can  we  possibly  regard  Sebastiani's  Report, 
which  only  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the 
least  hostile  part  of  his  conduft  in  Egypt ; 
is  it  possible  that  we  can  regard  it  as  being, 
with  respetS  to  the  present  war,  any  thing 
more  than  a  mere  pretext,  a  mere  disguise 
to  the  real  motives,  by  which  you  and  your 
colleagues  were  actuated  in  deferring  the 
surrender  of  Malta  ?  These  motives  were, 
iirst  to  have  something  in  liand,  as  a  security 
against  the  consequences  which  you  espc(5ted 
to  arise  from  your  retention  of  the  Cape,  if 
that  retention  happened  to  take  place; 
something  about  which  to  make  a  ruarrel, 
whereby  to  form  a  plausible  pretext  for  the 
arming  of  the  country,  if  the  news  of  the  re- 
tention of  the  Cape  sliould  arise  [irevious  to 
that  of  its  final  surrender,  and  which  preiext 
was  at  last  brought  forward  in  the  message, 
which  His  Majestj'  was  advised  to  send  to 
the  Parliament  on  the  Sth  of  March,  I  have, 
my  lord,  betbre  given  it  as  my  decided  opi- 
nion, that  the  new^s  of  the  retention  of  t?ie 
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Cape,  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  mes- 
sage, whici)  opinion  has  not  been,  in  tJie 
smallest  degree,  shaken  by  the  papers  before 
Parliament,  notwithstanding  the  ISth  of 
March  is  stated  to  be  the  day,  when  you 
received  the  uispctcb  of  General  Dundas, 
giving  an  account  of  Jiis  having  executed 
your  orders  for  that  retention.  You  do  not 
say,  nor  can  you  say,  my  lord,  that  you  did 
wi?;,  through  another  channel,  receive  more 
tarly  information  of  that  event.  You  dare 
not  say,  that  you  did  not  receive  the  intel- 
ligence, on  which  you  acted,  on  the  5th  or 
fAU  of  March  ;  and  I  say,  that  I  am  fully 
pcfiUkided  you  did,  a  ^^criuasion  which  is  uot 


at  all  impaired  by  any  statemp.nt  made  by 
the  present  ministry,  that  ministry  who  de- 
nied having  any  official  document  relative 
to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Malta;  that 
ministry  who  have  declared  that  they  never 
heard  of  the  Maltese  deputies  having  beea 
refused  an  official  audience;  that  ministry 
who  are  now  accused  to  the  world,  and  w^ith 
every  appearance  of  justice,  of  having  sup- 
pressed a  very  material  part  of  Lord  Whit- 
worth's  note  Co  Talleyrand  of  the  10th  of 
May,  which  note  they  present  to  the  Parlia- 
ment as  being  entire  :  by  any  statement  of 
such  men,  my  opinion,  as  to  the  matter  in 
question  is  not  to  be  altered,  and  I  reraaia 
fully  convinced,  that  if  the  order  for  the 
final  evacuation  of  the  Cape  had  overtake^ 
tlie  order  for  its  retention,  the  hostile  mes- 
sage would  not  even  yet  have  reached  the 
houses  of  Parliament.— There  were,  how- 
ever, other  motives.  A  war  was  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  circum.stances 
sutTiCient  to  render  the  financial  statements 
of  Mr.  Addington  no  longer  applicable. 
The  deficit,  the  alarming  deficit  was  dis- 
covered. No  hopes  of  a  commercial  treaty 
could  be  entertained.  In  short,  the  whole 
finance  system,  the  w'hole  of  the  system  for 
"  husbanding  our  resources  against  another 
"  day  of  trial,"  had  proved  abortive.  Instead 
of  increasing  the  "capital,  credit  and  con- 
"  fidence,"  which  were  to  give  us  strength 
and  security,  the  peace  was  found  to  have 
placed  the  funds  absolutely  in  the  power  of 
Buonaparte,  who,  through  that  cliannel, 
drew  from  us  the  means  of  maintaining  the 
army  destined  to  invade  and  subdue  i>s  ;  and 
thus  "  the  horrors  of  war"  because  necessary 
to  prevent  the  approaching  and  greater  hor- 
rors of  peace.  It  was  not,  therefore,  for  the 
possession  of  Malta,  and,  through  it,  for  the 
defence  of  Egypt  and  the  security  of  India 
that  we  were  called  on  to  arm;  but,  gene- 
rally, to  put  an  end  to  the  peace,  and  par<- 
ticulariy,  to  be  prepared  lor  the  conseqi:ences 
that  might  result  from  the  intelligence  of 
our  having  retained,  or  recaptured,  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

0".  Louisiana  is  the  last  topic,  on  which 
1  proposed  to  speak  to  your  Lordship;  and, 
a  very  important  topic  it  is. — I  stated,  in. 
my  former  letter,  the  advantages  which  our 
enemy  lias  derived  from  the  cession  pf  this 
colony,  in  consequence  of  the  peace  :  I  am 
now  to  show,  how  this  might  have  been  pre- 
vented, and  what  advantages  we  might  have 
derived  from  a  7nore  speedy  tervunation  of 
that  peace.  The  Louisiana  expedition  was 
ready  to  sail  at  the  moment  when  the  King's 
iirst  message  was  delivered.  If  we  had_ 
brought  the  negotiation  to  a  close  irame- 
diaiely,  and  haq  had  a.  ijciall  bquadioo  lo. 
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send    to  sea  with   four   thousand    men  on 
board,  we  might  have  taken  Louisiana  be- 
fore   Mr.    Munro    had    reached     France. 
Having   done   this,  the   Americans    might 
have  received  the  country  from  out  hands, 
by   which   means  France  v/ould  have   still 
owed  the  United  States  30,000,000  of  dol- 
lars, instead  of  wiping  off  that  debt  and  that 
source  of  misunderstanding  and  receiving  in 
addition,  as  she  now  has  done,  2.000.000  of 
dollars  from  tlie  people  of  that  country,    at 
the  same  time  tisat  she  is  by  them   regarded 
as  a  benefactress  — Of  all  the  traits  of  mo- 
desty discovered  by  you  and  your  colleagues, 
that  of  claiming  merit  for  having,   by  your 
dispute  with  France,  caused   this  arrange- 
ment between  her  and  America   is  certainly 
the  most  remarkable.     After  having  assert- 
ed, that  the  peace  was  not  injurious  on  ac- 
count of  the  cession  which  it  sanctioned  of 
this  immense  and  valuable   territory  j  after 
having  gone   so  far  as  to  declare,   that  this 
cession  was  advahtagcuus   to  Great   Britain, 
because  it   would   attach  the  Americans  to 
her  by  placing  the  French  upon  their  back ; 
after  all  this  you  do  not   blush   to  boast  of 
having  done  away  the  effects  of  this  salutary 
ces'-ion,   and  that,  too,  by  a  renewal  of  the 
war!— That  Louisiana   is   in   the  hatids  of 
the  Americans   I    sincerely   rejoice ;  but,    I 
am   by  no   means  pleased,  that  France  has, 
by  this  transfer,  obtained  of'^^OOO.OOO  ster- 
ling, and,  which  is  of  still  more  value,  a  de- 
cided inf^nence  in  America,  neither  of  which 
she  would  ever  have  obtained  had  not  the  ces- 
sion to  her  been  sanctioned  by  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens.     Inasmuch,    therefore,   as   the  ar- 
rangement between  France  and  America  is 
an  evil,   it  is  the  effect  of  the  peace;  and, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  a  good,  it  is  the  effect  of 
the  renewal  of  war,  of  the  mere  sound  of 
war,   of  "  horrid  war,"  of  that  which   you 
and  your  colleagues  have  taught  the  people 
of  this  country  to  regard  as  an   evil  unat- 
tended with  any   good,    an   evil    to   avoid 
which   no  sacrifice  either  of  interest  or  of 
honour  could   possibly  be  too  great. — But, 
my  lord,  your  claim  of  merit,  on  this  score, 
is  certainly  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever 
was    set    up :     you    first,    by    the  peace    of 
Amiens,  sanction  the  cession   of  Louisiana 
to  France,  for,  till  that  sanction  was  given, 
she  could   derive   no   advantage   from  the 
country  ;  she  dared  not  even  say  it  was  hers : 
you  first  create  the  evil,  and  when,  after- 
wards, the  evil  is  mitigated,  by  a  renewal  of 
war,   by  a  total  Jrusiraiion  of  your  owji  pla7u, 
you  have  the  confidence  to  assume  to  your- 
selves merit  for  that  mitigation  I  Merit  for 
having  been,  against  your  will,  prevented 
from  doing  so  much  mischief  as  you  intend- 
ed to  do  1 


Here,  my  Lord,  I  conclude  my  remark* 
on  the  conduct  of  you  and  your  colleagues, 
relative  to  the  negotiations  with  France, 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens.  It  is  to  this  treaty,  together  with 
that  of  Downlng-street,  to  which,  I  have  to 
attribute  the  honour  of  corresponding  with 
your  Lordship;  and,  though  you  have  not 
condescended  16  answer  directly,  any  of  my 
numerous  letters,  1  have  hid  the  satisfaction 
to  perceive,  that,  you  hnvs,  in  several  in- 
stances, answered  them  indirectly,  or,  at 
least,  endeavoured  so  to  do.  From  the  mo- 
ment you  began  negotiating  with  the  com- 
missary of  prisoners,  I  foresaw  tlie  result  of 
that  negotiation  ;  from  the  moment  the  Pre- 
liminary Treaty  was  concluded,  I  foresaw 
and  foretold  its  coitsequences,  even  in  the 
minutest  detail;  I  have  followed,  or  rather 
gone  before  you,  step  by  step,  through  the 
whole  of  your  diplomatic  career,  faith- 
fully warning  you  against  every  danger,  and 
not  less  faithfully  exposing  your  errors.  In 
return  for  all  this,  I  am  told,  my  Lord,  that 
you  have  intended  to  confer  on  me  some 
special  marks  of  your  gratitude,  a  little  a  la 
Peltier  or  so;  and,  if  your  power,  or  your 
courage,  has  fallen  short  of  your  wishes,  be 
assured,  my  Lord,  that  I  take  the  will  for 
the  deed  -- — -I  am,  my  Lord,  your,  &c.  &c. 
Duke  Street^  JFeitnmstert 

3d  June,  1803.  Wm.  Cobeett. 

PARLIAMENTARY  MIN  U  TES,  y?-Ci?«  p.  6^2. 

Tnursiiiy  ^pril  aS. — LORD S.  — Progress  made 
in  the  second  reading  of  Mark'iam's  Divovce-B:ll. 
Deferred  'till  to-morrow. — Lord  Viscount  Bulkley 
sworn  and  took  his  seat.  Several  Bills  before  the 
House  forwarded. — COMMONS— Committees  ap- 
pointed to  try  the  election';  for  Taunton  and  Bos- 
ton,—Agreed  to  call  the  House  over  on  Thursday 
nest. — Lord  Folkestone  move!  for  copies  of  dis- 
patches to  and  from  theofTicer  or  oilicers  command- 
ing at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  wliich  motion,  after  a 
debate  of  some  length,  was  superseded  by  another 
for  the  order  of  theday, which  was  moved  for  bythti 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  .'—Mr.  Fox  presented 
a  petition  in  behalf  of  cei  tain  persons  of  Notting- 
ham, against  the  Bill,  tlicn  pending,  relative  to  the 
opening  of  their  borough  and  county  to  the  ma- 
giitrates  of  the  shire  of  Nottingham.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  tiie  table. — Lord  Castlereagh  moved  for  ac- 
counts of  all  the  goods  sold  at  the  India  Com- 
pany's salesfrom  ist  of  March,  1802,  to  ist  March. 
1803.  Also  of  the  stock  of  the  Ea'st  India  Com- 
pany. Ordered.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bi  ing 
in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  East  India  Company  to 
raise  and  pay  a  volunteer  corps  of  two  com- 
panies. 

Friday,  y-Ipn'I  zq. LORDS.— Progress  made  In 

the  examinations  respecting  the  cl.iim  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Brydges  to  the  Barony  of  Chandos  — Further 
discussions  on  Markham's  Divorce  Bill,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. — The  Sailor's  and  Sol- 
dier's Relief  Bill  and  the  vexations  Arrest's  Bill 
went  through  a  committee  of  the  whole. — Second 
reading  of  the  Inolvcnt  Debtor's  Bill  postponed. 
— Cofnniittnieat  of  the  Iri<h  Chaulking  i,iil  defer- 
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cd  for  a  month. COMMONS.  — Mr.  Lascelles 

■brought  up  a  petition  from  tlie  Yorkbhire  Clo- 
thiero  for  the  repeal  of  certain  laws  relative  to 
their  trade. — Counsel  heard  against  the  Noitinc- 
ham  M.Hgistraie  Bill.  Motion  for  the  said  Bill's 
going  into  a  committee.  A  dehate  ttier'ron.  Mo- 
tion carritci  without  a  division.  Bill  ordered  to  be 
committeH  on  Monday  next. 

Mo>,d,iy,  M.r;    z. LORDS.— I.oi-d  Auckland 

moved  to  postpone  the  second  reading  of  the  Irish 
Eank  Restriction  Bill  "till  to-morrow.  Agreed  to. 
■ — He  then  moved  for  ceitaiii  financial  documents, 
and,  in  his  preface  to  the  said  motion,  he  stated 
t^:it  the  net  re'vcnue  oj  the  ccwihy  luou/J  he  f'jund  to  ex- 
ceed 34  rtiHions  sterling,  cf  ich:ch,  after  dcdt<clh!g  ahwt 
J-] ydcc ,CjQO  f'jr  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt,  there 
•wculd  he  the  sum  of  \ii,^co,cOO-^pp!ies!de  t.  fuhlic  fur- 
poses. — Motion  agreed  to. — Lord  Darnley  moved 
for  the  House  to  l;e  summoned  for  Monday  ne.xt 
in  order  to  submit   to   them  a  motion  on  the  state 

of  the  country.     Ordered. COMMONS.— Mr. 

Patterson  prcstuted  a  petition  from  the  Norwich 
.Weavers  against  the  Woollen  Manufactures  Bill 
"before  the  Ho u:e.  Read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee.— Order  of  the  day  being  read  for  takir.d 
inio  cuDsidernticn  tiie  consolidation  of  the  custom 
duties,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed 
to  pcjitponc  the  subject  'til!  Monday,  ^vhen,  or 
betore,  he  hoped  to  have  a  communication  to 
mxke. — Mr.  Fatten  put  ofF  his  promised  motion. 
— On  the  third  reading  of  the  Edinburgh  Road 
Bill,  the  House  divided — Ayes  Ii6,  Noes  106. — 
Coroner's  Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed. — Progiess 
in  the  Nottingham  Magistrates'  Bill. 

Tuesday,  May  3. LORDS. — Order  of  the  day  : 

second  reading  of  the  Irisli  Bank  Restriction  Bill. 
Lords,   King,  Limerick,   and  Auckland   spoke  on 

the    subject. COMMONS.— Third    reading   of 

the  Nottingham  Bill.  After  a  debate  there  ap- 
peared for  the  bill,  164,  against  29.  Bill  passed. 
■ — Progress  made  in  discussing  the  cbuses  of  the 
Clergy  Residence  Bill. 

Irp\dnesd,iy,  May  4. LORDS. — Progre.'-.s  made 

in    Markham's    Divorce-Kill. COMMONS. — 

Droitwich  Road-Bill  passed. — On  a  proposed  mo- 
tion, on  the  Navy  Abuse  Commission,  by  Sir  H. 
St.  J.  Mildmiy,  a  debate  ensued,  during  whicli 
snme  remarkable  declarations  fell  froni  Capt.  Mark- 
ham  (on  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,)  and  frum 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Sir  H.  Mildmay 
withdrew  his  motion. 

Thursday,  May  5. LORDS. — In   a  committee 

of  the  whole,  on  the  Irish  Bank  Restriction  Bill, 
two  new  clauses,  moved  by  Lord  King,  were  re- 
jected,   COM.MONS.— Election    for   Taunton 

confiimed. — Bill  relative  to  Scotch  Schoolmasters 
discussed.  Boast  of  the  Lord  Advocate  about  the 
morals  of  the  Scotch. — General  Gascoygne  moved 
for  papers  relative  to  duties  on  coffee.  Mr.  W, 
Dundas  made  a  strange  remark:  "  that  the  House 
*'  should  not  grant  papers  merely  to  g-atify  curi- 
"  osity!"  Rtpioved  by  Dr.  Laurence. — John  Simp- 
«t;R,  Mayor  of  Great  Grimsby  was,  after  a  debate 
and  a  hearing  of  his  counsel,  ordered,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Burdon,  to  be  committed  to  Newgate. 
—On  motion  of  ^L-.  Gregor  papers  relative  to  corn 
^c.  imported  since  October,  1S02,  were  ordered  to 
he  laid  before  the  House. — Prcgic^s  made  in  the 
Clergy  Non-residence  Bill. 

Friday,  May  C. LORDS.— After  some  debate 

on  LorciMoira's  Bill  relative  to  Lnbohvent  Debtors,    ' 
it  was  laid  aside  for  the  present  ses.Mon.— Upon  a' 
motion  by  Minivters   for   idjonriiing 'till  Monday 
a  debate  took  place,  which  tnded  in  a  division,  for 
it  29  aoainst   it  8 COMMONS.— A  aew  writ 
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issued  for  Boston  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Fydell. — A  message 
from  the  Lords,  who  had  agreed  to  the  Iri  .h  B..nk 
Restiiclioii  Bill. — On  a  motion  made  by  Ministers 
for  an  iidjournment  to  Monday,  a  debate  took 
place.  Divided,  Ayes  185,  Noes  qj. —  fannS 
Trotter  called  to  the  bar,  reprimanded  and  di'- 
chaiged  upon  paying  his  fees. — Progress  made  in 
the  Irish  Courts  of  Law  Bill. 

Monday,  May  9. — LORDS. — In  a  Committee 
progress  was  mjide  in  discussing  the  Chandos 
claim. — Papeis  presented  relative  to  Queen  Anne's 
Bount}'. — Some  conversation  on  the  state  of  the 
dispute  vith  France. — A  paper  presented  rela- 
tive to  Ficlft  Officers   serving  in  the  Militia, 

COMMONS.— First  reading  of  a  Bill  for  the  free 
sale  of  Coals  in  London. — Papers  brought  t>:p  re- 
lative to  Qneen  Anne's  Bounty. — Lords  ask  for 
evidence  relative  to  the  Nottingham  Election. — 
London  Port  Bill  went  through  a  Committee. — 
Papers  brought  up  relative  to  the  exportation  of 
gunpowder,  &c. — Some  conversation  relative  to 
the  dispute  with  France. 

Tuesday,  May  lO — LORDS. — LTpon  motion  of 
tlie  Duke  of  Athol  that  the  Edinburgh  P,.oad  Bill 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Thursday  next,  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  divided  the  House:  for  the  reading 
C5,   against  it    15. — Progress  made   in   Markham's 

Divorce    Bill. COI^LMONS. —  Upon    a    third 

reading  of  the  Coroner's  Bill  a  division  took 
place,  for  the  bill  67,  against  it  63. — Bill  thrown 
out. — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Kir- 
cudbright Election,  stated  that  Montgomery 
Stuart,  Esq.  ou£.ht  to  have  been,  and  therefore 
was,  duly  elected. — A  motion  was  made  by  the 
Minister  for  postponing  the  consideration  of  the 
lilection  Petitions  which  stood  on  the  list  for  this 
Se.'sion. —  Motion  withdrawn. — A  petition  brought 
ii!  from  certain  Tanners  in  Ireland. — Progress 
made  in  the  Clergy  Non-residence  Bill. 

IVcdnesdy,  May  w. — LORDS. — Papers  i-elative 
to  finance,  moved  for  by  Lord  Artckland,  laid  be- 
fore the  House. — Order  of  Council  presented  le- 
l-.ting  to  the  exportation  of  pig-iron  and  warlike 

stores COMMONS. — Ordered,    upon    motion 

of  Ml .  Bagwell,  that  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  of 
the  several  counties  of  Ireland  lay  before  the 
House  a  return  of  freeholders. — Bill  for  East- 
India  Company's  Volunteers  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. — Lunatic  Estate  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. — Progress  made  in  the  Irish 
Courts  of  Law  Bill. — Progress  made  in  the  Clergy 
Non-residence  Bill. 

Thii.sday,  May  12.— LORDS.— Further  progress 
made  in  the  Scotch  Appeal,  and  in  the  Chandos 
claim. — On  the  thii'd  reading  of  the  Edinburgh 
Road  Bill  the  House  divided,  for  It  69,  against  it 
ic. —Nottingham  Magistrate  Bill  read  a  second 
time. — First  report   presented  from    the  Commis- 

caries  of  N.aval  Abuses. COMMONS,~Com. 

mittees  appointed  for  trying  the  eltctions  of  Ci- 
rencester and  Bishop's  Castle.  —  Report  from  the 
Commissaries  under  the  Naval  Abuse  Bill. — Mo- 
tion for  papers  relative  to  Irish  distilleries.  Or- 
dered.— Bill  of  indemnity  moved  for  relative  to 
the  expor  ation  of  corn  to  Denmark.  Debate 
thereon.  Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. — 
Further  progress  made  in  discussing  the  Clergy 
Non-residence  Bill.  Report  thereon  brought  up, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  'ne  printed. 

Friday,  May  13.— LOPvDS. — East-India  Com- 
pany's Volunteers  Bill  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons.— Order  of  the  day,  financial  discussion. 
Lord  King,  at  the  close  of  a  speech  of  considera- 
ble length"  moved  for  "  a  Committee  for  the  pur- 
"  pose  of  inquiriag  into  the  real  situaiion  of  the 
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"  finances  of  the  country."  The  motion  was  op- 
pnseii  by  Lord  Auckland.  Lords  Moira  and  Gren- 
ville  then  spoke  for  the  motion.  Lord  Wcptmore- 
land  spoke  against  it,  and  it  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division. — A  bill  moved  for  by  Lord  Ellen - 
borough  to  punish  persons  concemed  in  wilfully 
sinking  ships,  &c  Sec.  Bill  read  first  time. — On 
motion  of  Lord  Pelham    tiie  House  adjourned  to 

Monday. CO.VIMONS. — London  Co.i!  Market 

Bill  read  a  second  time. —  Bishop's  Castle  Election 
contirmed.  The  petition  agninst,  vexatious  and 
groundless. — Militia  Families  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed  — Irish  Couits  of  Law  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. — On  the  motion  of  Lord 
Grenville  Lcvison,  "  that  the  House  siiould  at  its 
rising  adjouin  to  to-morrow,"  a  debate  ensued,  and 
the  motion  was  withdrawn.  It  was  then  moved, 
by  the  Minister,  that  the  House  adjourn  to  Mon- 
day, wiiich  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Monday,   May  i6. — LORDS  —Nottingham    Ma- 
gistrate   Bill  read    a    third   time — The    following 

Message  from  the  King  was   read: ''  Geokge 

«'  R — His  Majesty  thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint 
"  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  discussions 
*'  which  he  announced  to  them  in  his  MesSrige  of 
«'  the  Sth  of  March  last,  as  then  subsisting  be- 
"  tween  his  Majesty  and  the  French  Government, 
"  have  been  terminated.  That  the  conduct  of 
•'  the  French  Government  hns  obliged  his  Ma- 
"  jesty  to  recall  his  Ambass.tdar  from  Paris,  and 
"  that  the  Ambassador  froiri  the  French  Repub- 
"  lie,  has  left  London.  His  Majesty  has  given 
"  directions  for  laying  before  the  House  of  Com- 
"  mens,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  copies  of 
*'  sucli  papets  as  will  afford  tiie  fullest  informa- 
*'  tion  to  his  Parliament  at  this  important  jtinc- 

"  ture It  is  a  consolaiivin  to   his  Majesty' to 

"  reflect,  that  no  endeavours  have  been  wanting 
''  on  his  part  to  preserve  to  his  subjects  the 
"  blessings  of  peace ;  but  under  the  circum- 
"  stances  which  have  occurred  to  disappoint  liis 
"  jusc  expectations,  his  Majesty  relies  with  con- 
*'  fidence  on  the  zeal  and  public  spirit  of  his 
"  faithful  Commons,  and  on  the  exertions  of  his 
"  brave  and  loyal  subjects,  to  support  him  in  his 
*'  dcterniinstion  to  employ  the  power  and  re- 
"  sources  of  the  nation,  in  opposing  the  spirit  of 
"  ambition  and  encroachmcni.  which  at  present 
"  actuates  the  Councils  of  Fiance,  in  upholding 
"  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  in  asserting  and 
*'  maintaining  the  riglus  and  interests  of  his 
"  people." 

COMMONS. — Report  on  the  Cirencester  Elec- 
tion declared  Sir  Robn  t  i^reston  and  Mr.  Beach 
to  be  duly  elected. —  A  Message  from  the  Lords, 
stated  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  Nottingham 
Magistrate  and  other  bills  without  any  alteration 
in  them. — Indemnity  Bill  read  a  second  time. — 
Leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  Me- 
dicine Act.— King's  Message  (see  Lords  of  this 
dayj  read.  Motion  by  Lord  Hawkcsbury  to  take 
it  into  consideration  on  Monday  next. — Motion 
by  Lord  Castiereagh  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  Act  of  the  39th  of  the  King,  allowing 
the  East-India  Company  to  hire  ships  for  their 
service.  Reicrred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-mtjrrow. — Pvcport  of  the  Clergy  Bill 
postponed  till  VS'edncsdAV  next.' — Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  bill  to  prevent  vexatious 
arrests. 

TufsJay,  May  17. LORDS  — Progress  made  in 

the  Chandos  claim.  The  Royal  assent  was  given 
by  comniission  to  ^6  public  and  private  bills, 
amongst  which  was  the  Nottingham  Magistrate 
Bill.    A  committee  of  the  wholeon  the  Lunatic's 


Estates  Bill,  on  whicli  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  to-morrow. COVIMONS. — Mark- 
ham's    Divorce    Bill    read    a    second   time. /V 

petition  was  presented  from  Joiin  Simpson,  lats 
Mayor  of  Great  Grimsby,  and  now  in  confine- 
ment in  Newgate,  by  order  of  the  House,  praying 
to  be  discharged. — Ordered  that  Snnpson  be 
brought  up  on  Thursday  next. —  Mr.  Hawkins 
Browne  moved  certain  lesokitions  relating  to  emi- 
gration, upon  which  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in. — General  Gascoyne  gave  imtice  that, 
if  the  \)apers  about  to  be  presented,  relative  to  the 
negotiation  with  France,  did  not  include  papers 
touching  matters  which  passed  previous  to  the 
Definitive  Treaty,  he  should  move  for  such  pa- 
pers, particulaily  those  relating  to  Malta  and  the 
Italian  Republic.  The  ministers  stated,  that  ic 
was  their  intention  to  lay  before  the  House  such 
papers  only  as  related  to  discussions,  which  had 
arisen  since  tlie  I'reaty  of  Amiens.— Order  of  the 
da)'-  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  Custom-Duties.  1  he  report  to  be 
received  to-morrov/. 

Wcdv;itliy,May  i3. COMMONS.  — Ml.  Grey 

moved  for  the  substance  of  any  intelligence 
relative  to  the  military  preparations  carrying  on 
iir  the  poits  of  Holland  and  France.  After  some 
observations  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer the  motion  was  withdrav/n, — The  considera- 
tion of  the  report  on  the  Ilchcster  election  v/as  re- 
sumed, and  at'ter  an  argument  of  so!T;e  length,  Mr, 
Rose  moved  "that  the  Hou':e  do  agree  wiih  the 
"  committee  in  the  said  resolution  that  Alexander 
"  Davison  was  involved  in  the  said  system  of 
"  bribery  and  corruption."  The  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Wallace  and  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  ai^.d  .supported  by  Mr.  Brag'ie  and  Mr, 
Sturgess,  and  aftir  some  debate  was  carried.  Ayes, 
56 — Noes,  47, — Another  motion  was  then  made, 
"  that  the  Attorney  General  be  directed  to  pro- 
"  secutc  Alexander  Davison  for  the  same  of- 
"^  fence,"  whii;h  was  agreed  to.     Aye."^,  60 — Noes, 

39. Report    on    the    Clergy    Residence    Bill 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

TJiursdiiy,  May  19. COMMONS. — Committee 

appointed  tor  trying  the  electinns  of  Evesham  and 
East  Retford.  Mr.  Grey  moved  forpapeis,  isr.  re- 
lative to  that  part  of  the  declaration  which  stated 
that  violence  had  been  offered  to  the  vessels  and  pro- 
perty of  his  M.'ijesty's  subjects;  2d.  relative  to  the 
commercial  agents  of  France;  3d.  relative  to  the 
date  of  the  instiuctions  which  had  bcrtn  ?cnt  to  the 
French  agent  at  Dublin  ;  4th.  relative  to  the  send- 
ing of  French  troops  intu  Holland  ;  _<;  th,  relative 
to  the  remonstrance  which  hjid  been  made  against 
the  review  presented  to  the  Lcgishtive  Body  of 
France;  6.h.  relative  to  the  reply  of  the  Fitnch 
to  the  note  prtisented  by  Lord  Whitwoith  on  the 
subject  of  Sv/itzeiland  ;  7th.  relative  to  the  orders 
sent  out  to  retain  the  Cape  anri  other  places  ;  Sth. 
relative  to  the  cession  of  l-ouisiana  by  France  to 
America;  9th.  relative  to  the  armaments  in  the 
ports  ot  France  and  Holland.  The  motion  was 
opposed  by  L(;rds  Hawkcsbury  and  Casilcreag^h 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Whitbiead,  Dr.  Lawrence,  and  Mr. 

Windham. The  question  was    then  put  on  the 

several  resolutions,  when  the  first,  third,  and 
eighth  were  carried;  on  the  second,  fourth,  filth, 
and  sixth  the  previous  que.''tio[i  was  moved  by 
Lord  Elawkesbuiy,  and  carried. — On  the  seventh 
Lord  Folkestone  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment :  '•  And  also  the  date  when  the  dispatches 
were  received  in  England,  announcing  the  vetea* 
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lion  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.''  The  niotioa  as 
ametulcil  was  then  carried. On  the  ninth  reso- 
lution the  House  divijdecl. For  it  136 — Against 

it  59. — Majority  77. 

Friday,  May  20 LORDS. — Counsel  heard  re- 
lative to  the  Scotch  appeal,  which  was  de'eired  to 
Tuesday. — EaihSirathmoreand  Rochloit,Viscount 
IVliddleton  and  Lord  Foley  v.-cre  sworn,  and  took 
their  seats. — Bills  on  the  table  forwarded. — Gold 
and  Silver  Bullion  Bill  brought  from  the  Hou?e  of 
Commons,  and  several  private  Bills,  all  which 
were  read. — Lord  BoringJon  moved  for  informa- 
tion concerning  the  violence  offered  to  the\'es5els 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  for  which  no  redress  liad 
been  obtained,  &c. ;  also  concerning  tiie  arrest  of 
Captain  D'Auvei'gne;  also  concerning  tlie  cnire 
frotct  respecting  Malta.  These  motions  his  Lord- 
siup  after  some  observations  from  Lord  Pelham, 
declined  urging  at  this  time.  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
moved  for  information  concerning  the  commeicial 
a?ents  ;  but,  alter  some  debate  in  which  Lords 
Pelham,  Carlisle,  Hobart,  and  Spencer  bore  a  part, 

he    agreed    to    postpone  it. QOMMONS. — On 

motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  a  new  writ  ^vr!S 
ordered  to  be  issued  for  electing  a  Burgess  for 
IvTottingliam,  in  the  room  ot  Joseph  Biicli,  Esq. 
■whose  election  has  been  declared  void. Com- 
mittee to  try  the  election  of  Evesham  reported 
that  the  sitting  member  was  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  petition  was  neither  frivolous  nor  vexatious. 
—Secretary  at  Wat,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  for  speedily  completing  the  Militia,  S-ic. 
■which,  after  some  observations  from  Mr.  Wind- 
ham and  others,  v/as  granted.— Lord  Hawkes- 

bury  presented  several  papers,  relating  the  sub- 
jects noticed  by  Mr.  Grey,  upon  which  a  long  and 
interest-ing  debate  took  place  between  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, Mr.Whitbread,  Dr. Lawrence,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the    Exchequer. General  Gascoine 

moved,  1st  for  a  copy  of  all  tlie  representations 
or  remonstiances  made  by  ministers  on  riie  part  of 
Malta  from  the  ist.  of  March,  1801,  to  the  last  of 
March,  1802,  &;c. ;  2d.  for  a  copy  of  all  such  re- 
presentations or  remonstrances  as  were  made  by 
the  British  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  Ita- 
lian Republic,  and  the  annexation  of  Piedmont, 
previous  and  subsequent  to  the  Treaty  of  Aniien«; 
3d.  for  a  copy  of  al!  orders  sent  to  any  Governor, 
&c.  in  the  West  Indies,  since  the  treaty;  4tli.  for 
an  account  of  the  remonstrance,  5fc.  made  respect- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  French  troops  in  Hol- 
jand.  After  conjiderabic  di'  cussion  the  previous 
question  was  carried  against  all  the  motions  ex- 
cept the  third  which  was  agreed   to. Hill  for 

the  defence  of  the  country  read,  and  committed. — 
Indemnity  Bill  discussed  in  committee  of  the 
whole,   and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on 

jVIonday. An  engrossed  Bill  from  theLord^,  for 

punishing  persons  burning  ships  at  sea,  &-c.  read, 

and  ordered  to   be  printed. Third  reading  of 

the  Clergy    Non-Residence   Bill,    postponed    till 

Thursday. Land   P.cdemption   Bill  re^d,    and 

ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday 

Committees  of  Supply,   and  of  Ways  and  Means 

postponed  till  Monday. Third  reading  of  the 

Eill  for  preventing  vexatious  arrests  postponed  till 
Monday. 

Monday,  MayzT^. LORDS.— Marquis  of  Salis- 
bury reported  that  the  King  would  be  pleased  to 
give  directions  for  the  production   of  the  papers 

solicited  by  tlieir  Lordships. St.  Pancras  VVork- 

house  Bill  rejected  on  motion  of  Lord  Moira 

Order  of  the  day  for  consideiing  his  Majesty's 
message  being  icad,  Lord  Tclham  rose,  and  coii- 


chuled  a  long  speech  with  moving,  "That  an  hum- 
"  ble  address  be  pre.unted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
•'  return  his  ^L^je:,ty  the  tlianks  of  this  House  for 
"  his  niost  gracious  message,  and  for  the  commu- 
"  nic.'iiion  of  the  several  papers  v/hich  have  been 
"  laid  before  them   in   ubedience  10  his  Majesty's 

"  command. Toassutehis  Majtsty  of  the  just 

"  sense  we  entertain  of  his  Majciy's  anxious  and 
"  unifoim  endeavours  to  preset  ve  to  his  people 
"  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  our  perfect  con- 
••■'  fidence  in  his  Majcsty'.s  di^po.Mtion  to  terminate 
"  the  calamities  of  vv'ar,  whenever  that  object  can 
"  be  accomplished,  consistently  with  the  honour 
'*  of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  and  the  iiitercsts  of  his 

"  people. That   we   have   observed,    with   the 

"  strongest  leelings  of  indignation,  that  his  Ma- 
"  jesty's  endeavours  have  been  fru.^trated  by  that 
"  restless  spiritof  ambition  and  dorninationby  which 
"  thegovernment  of  France  had  been  led  to  advance 
"  pretensions  the  most  extravagant  and  injuiious, 
''  and  to  avow  designs  at  once  inconsistent  -with 
"  obligations  of  good  fait!),  and  with  the  cssen- 
"  lial  interests  of  the  British  Empire,  and  that  for 
"  these  indignities  and  provocations  his  Majesty 
"  has  in  vain  demanded  satisfaction  and  redress. 
"  That  actuated  by  these  sentiments  we  feel  it 
"  our  indispensable  duty  to  express,  on  our  part, 
"  a  firm  determination  to  co-operate  with  his  Ma- 
"  jesty,  in  calling  forth  the  resources  of  the  Uni- 
"  ted  Kingdom  for  the  vigorous  .support  of  a 
"  cause,  in  which  are  involved  the  dignity  of  his 
*'  Majesty's  Crown,  the  lights  and  libeities  of  liis 
"  people,  and  all   that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  us 

"  as  a   free  and  independent  nation." He  was 

seconded  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  sup-' 
ported  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  Lords  Mulgravc, 
and  Melville.  Lord  King  moved  the  following 
amendment,  in  place  of  what  followed  the  word* 
"  his  Majesty's  commands,''  "  To  assure  liis  Ma- 
"  jcsty  of  our  firm  determination  to  co-operate 
"  with  his  Majesty  in  calling  forth  the  resources  of 
"  the  L'nited  Kingdom,  for  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
"  tion  of  the  war  in  vvhich  we  are  involved,  and 
"  to  express  to  his  Majesty  th.e  satisfaction  with 
"  which  his  faithful  Peers  liav'e  received  hi.s  Ma- 
*'  jesty's  giafious  Declaration,  that  he  is  willing 
"  to  affoid,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  his 
''•  own  honours  and  the  interests  of  his  people, 
"  every  facility  to  any  just  arr.ingemeni  by  which 
'■'  tlie  blessings  of  peace  may  be  restored  to  hi.s 
"  loysi  subjects.'' — Which  after  a  very  long  de- 
bate between  Lords  Ellenhorougb,  Moira,  Spencer, 
Rosslyn,  and  Grenville,  was  negatived,  142  to  10. 
— Address  put  and  carried. — • — COMMONS. — An 
address  similar  to  tJie  one  proposed  in  the  House 
of  Lords  was  proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  LiOrd  TIawkesbury,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
Messrs.  Erskine  and  Grey  opposed  it,  and  an 
amendment  similar  to  the  one  proposed  in  the 
House  of  Loids,  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Grey.  The 
debate  was  adjourned  till  to-monow. 

Titesliy,    May  24. LORDS. — Scotch   Appeal 

postponed  till  Wednesday  fortnight.  —  Marquis  of 
Salisbury  informed  the  House  that  the  King  would 

receive   their  address   to-morrow. hills  on  the 

table  forwarded. After  some  conversation  be- 
tween I^ords  Darnly  and  Auckland,  a  motion  re- 
lative to  the  productions  of  papers  on  Louisiana, 

the  Cape,  Ice.  was   agreed   to, COMMONS. — 

The  County  Bridge   Bill   and   Ship  Passenger  Bill . 

pos:poncd    till     to-morrow. Leave    given     to 

bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Scotland. Pa- 
pers from  the  Office  of  Chief  Secrctaty  of  Ireland 
presented,  read  and  ordered  co  be  piiiutd.— <r— Mi- 
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litia  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

Leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  tor  the  butter  jiro- 
tection  of  trade. Papers  relative  to  the  nego- 
tiation were  presented  by  Lord  Hawkcsbury  and 
ordered  to  lie  on, the  table. — —-On  the  motion  of 
Lord  Grenvillc,  a  motion  for  copies  of  ;ill  repre- 
sentations  made    respecting   the    continuance   of 

French  troops  in  Holland,  &c.  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  Address  to  his  Majesty  a  bmg  debate  took 
place  between  Messrs.  Gicnville.Wiiitbvead,  Dal- 
las, Elliot,  Canning,  Fox,  and  Windham.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Grey  was  negatived 
^9?  to  67,  and  the  original  motion  put  and 
carried. 

H'Jtaliv,  M.iy  25.— LORD.S.~After  ivaiting 
upon  his  Majesty,  and  transacting  some  Ini.'iness 
of  a  privare  nature,  a  motion  was  made  by  the 
Ear!  of  Suffolk,  praying  that  his  Majesty  would 
order  copies  of  the  surveys  taken,  and  the  report 
of  the  inspector  of  the  Caledonian  Canal,  between 
the  Ui^hiands  and  the  M'estern  Sea,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House. — Lord  Hobart  presented  a  Mes- 
sage from  his  Majcity  reipccting  his  intention  of 
calling  out  the  Supplementary  Militia. — Lord  Ho- 
bart moved  an  Address,  which,  after  some  obser- 
vations from  the  Ear!  of  Radnor  was  agreed  to. — ■ 
Lord  Pelham  presented  by  command  of  his  Ma- 
jesty several  State  Papers,  which  were  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table. COMMONS.— Lord  Stopford 

informed  the  House  that  his  Majesty  would  re- 
ceive their  Addre,-s  to-morrow. — Counsel  heard 
on  Maikham's  Divorce  Bill. — A  Message  from  the 
I-ords,  stating  their  agreement  to  the  Ijullion  Bill, 
and  several  private  bills. Soldier's  Pass- 
Bill  postponed  till  to-morrow, — National  Defence 
Bill  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. —  Col.  Pat- 
ton  gave  notice  of  his  intentions  t(J  bring  forward 
certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters on  Friday  next. — Mr.  Gtenville  moved  for 
papers,  ist,  for  ascertaining  the  date  of  tl;e  an- 
nexation of  the  Sp.'inibh  Langue  of  the  Order  of 
St.  John  to  Spain  ;  2d,  such  representations  as  had 
been  made  to  the  French  and  Spanish  Govern- 
ments on  the  subject;  3d,  the  answer  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia's  proposition  respecting  the  gua- 
rantee of  Malta.  The  first  and  last  were  agreed 
to. — Mr.  Sheridan  gave  notice  that  he  .should 
move,  on  Friday,  for  information  concerning  the 
Commercial  Agents. — Lord  Ilawkesbury  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  by  command  of  his  Majesty, 
copies  of  papers  concerning  the  French  troops  in 
Holland,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  presented  the  follow- 
ing Message  from  his  Majesty. — "  George  R. — 
*'  His  Majesty  thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint  the 
'*  House  of  Commons,  that  he  has  judged  it  ne- 
*'  cessary  to  adopt,  without  delay,  all  the  means 
"  within  his  power,  which  may  contribute  to  de- 
"  feat  the  avowed  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
"  afford  the  most  effectual  protection  and  security 

"  to  his  faithful  people In  pursuance,  thete- 

•'  fore,  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  enabling  his 
"  Majesty  to  increase  the  number  of  his  Militia 
"  Forces,  his  Majesty  makes  this  communication 
"  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  the  end  that  his 
"  Majesty  may  cause  the  Supplementary  Militia 
"  to  be  forthwith  raised  and  enrolled,  and  there- 
"  after    to   be    drawn    out,    and    embodied,   and 

"  marched  as  occasion  may  require."     G.  R. 

The  Message  being  read,— 'The  Secretary  at  War 
moved,  "  That  an  humole  Address  be  presented 
"  to  Iiis  Majesty,  to  return  his  Majesty  the  thanks 
"  of  this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Message, 
"  which  alTords  a  fresh  proof  of  his  Majesty's  so- 
"  hciia-ie  for  the  sccuiiry  and  del'eace  of  his  pto- 


'♦  pie."  Ordered.— The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  se'nnight  he 
should  propose  the  VVays  and  Means  for  raising 
the  Supplies. — Mr.  Fox  ;j;ave  notice,  that  on  Fri- 
day next  he  should  move  an  Address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty on  the  subjecr  r>f  making  an  application  to 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  for  his  Mediation  between 
us  aud  France,  &c. — Tire  ballots  for  Committee* 
on  the  elfctions  of  Ncwcastie-under-Line  and 
Pv.adnorsii;;"e  were  postponed  til!  Friday  nest. — 
Report  of  the  address  on  ilie  ^\  ar  was  read  a  first 
time,  and,  after  considerable  debate,  v.-as  received. 
—  Bill  for  punishinw  persons  setting  fire  to  ships 
read  a  second  time  and  coramiitetl  for  to-morrow. 
— Committee  of  the  v,-hoic  House  for  the  better 
regulation  of  trade  reported. — J..and  'I'ax  Redemp-" 
tion  Bill  considered  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.     Report  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

TkuizJiiy,  M,iy  zb. — LORDS. — After  a  long  con- 
versation relative  to  the  notice  which  Lord  Fitz- 
william  had  previously  given  of  his  intentiim  of 
bringing  forward  some  motions  this  evening,  Lord 
GrenviUe  made  three  motions  respecting  jMaits 
(simila/  to  those  moved  by  Mr.  Cienville  in  tire 
Commons  yesterday)  v.'liic.h  were  decided  as  Jhey 
had  been.  —  Lord  Carlisle  moved  for  p.ipcrs  rela- 
tive to  the  Frencii  troops  in  Holland,  which  were 
ordered. — The  Earl  of  Radnor  made  a  motion  for 
the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  towards 
carrying  the  2d  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
into  effect,  which,  after  some  conver.saiion  was 
negatived. — The  Duke  of  Norfolk  presented  to  the 
House,  a  letter  he  had  from  the  Claimants  of  the 
Chandos  Peerage,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges. —  The  order  of  the  day  on  the 
motion  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  discharged  and 
renewed  for  Thur.sday. — On  the  motion  of  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  certain  papers  relative  to  the  annex- 
ation of  Parma  and  Placentia  were  ordered. ■ 

COMMONS.— The  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  his  Majesty  had  been  waited  upon  with  the 
Address  of  that  House,  to  which  his  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  reiurn  a  most  gtacious  answer, 
"  thanking  his  faithful  Commons  for  their  very 
"  loyal  and  dutitul  Address,  and  expressing  his 
"  Majesty's  liigh  gratification  at  the  assurance  it 
"  contained  of  their  support,  in  the  present  con- 
"  test  undertaken  for  the  maintenance  of  the  ho- 
"  nour  of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  and  the  preserva- 
"  tion  of  the  dearest  rights  and  interests  of  the 
•'  people." — A  Message  from  the  Lords  stared, 
that  they  had  agreed  to  the  Militia  Bill,  and  the 
Bill  to  ptevent  vexatious  Arres's — Committee  of 
the  election  of  Last  Rcnford  reported  the  sitting 
members  to  be  duly  elected,  aud  the  petition  to 
be  neither  frivolous  or  vexatious. — Clergy  Non- 
Residence  Bill  lead  a  third  time,  and  alter  some 
debate  'netween  Sir  F.  Burdett,  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral, Mr.  Windham,  and  Sir  W.  Scott,  Mr.  Bur- 
don  proposed  a  clause  to  exempt  licensed  preach- 
ers of  Proprietary  Chapels,  which  was  not  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Pole  Carew  proposed  the  follosving 
clause,  "  That  patrons  shall  have  the  power,  on 
"  presenting  to  a  living,  to  render  that  living 
'<  void  in  case  of  non-residence,  by  giving  him  six 
"  months  notice."  Mr,  Fellowes  proposed  a  clause 
giving  to  the  patron  of  a  living,  or  the  church-" 
wardens  of  a  parish,  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Archbishop,  where  they  conceived  that  leave  of 
absence  had  been  improperly  granted  ;  which,  af- 
ter some  conversation,  was  negatived.  Mr.  She- 
ridan proposed  an  amendment,  provided  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  sbill  exiend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  so  as  to  subject  any  spiritual 
periou  holding  by  lease  ai'v  lanJ:;;  tcneinents,  or 
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hereditaments,  previous  to  the  6th  at  April,  iSo;;, 
to  any  penalties  for  cultivating  the  snme.  After 
a  conversation  of  some  length  the  bill  passed, 
50  to  5. 

FnJ.y,  M :f  t-j — LORDS. — Counsel  in  the  Ap- 
peal, MHr.sh.'il!  -v.  Stein.  On  motion  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  ilie  judgment  was  ailirmed  v.-ith  the 
annexation  of  ^^130  costs. — Ro3-al  assent  given  hy 
commission  to  14  public  and  private  hills. — Much 
private  buLiness  done. — Lord  Pclharn  presented, 
by  command  of  his  Majfstv,  several  .State  Paper.s, 
■which  v'cre  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — Various 
liills  \vcre  forwarded. — The  Exporter's  indemnity 
Bill  and  Scotch  Schoolmaster's  feil!  severally  went 
through  Committees  of  the  House. — The  Irish 
Courts  of  Law  Bill  underwent  some  discussion  in 
the  Committee  of  ihe  whole  House,  and  th';ir  re- 
port was  Older ed  for  Wednesday. COMMONS. 

^After  ."^onie  other  business  had  been  gone 
through,  Cul.  Patton  deterred  his  moticni  to  this 
day  se'nnight. — .Mr.  Canning  moved,  "  Tliat  an 
"  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  ivlajesty, 
*'  praying,  that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously 
"  pleased  to  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Hou.«e, 
*'  copies  of  any  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  per- 
•'  sons  from  this  country  calling  themselves  Com- 
•'  mercial  Comniissioncrs  from  France,  and  also 
*'  copies  of  any  communications  which  passed 
"  between  this  Government  and  that  of  France, 
*'  relative  to  the  mission  of  such  persons."  Or- 
dered.— .Sir  G.  Cornwall  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tuii  to  move,  on  \\'edncsday,  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  Turnpike  Act. — Lord  Folk- 
stone,  of  his  intention  to  move,  on  W'tJncsday, 
for  certain  papers  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
2d  article  of  the  I'reaty  of  Amiens. — After  a 
speech  of  considerable  length,  Mr.  Fox  moved, 
"  That  an  Immble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
*'  Majesty,  praying  that  his  Majesty  would  be 
*'  graciously  pleased  to  avail  hiraselt  of  the  dispo- 
^'  sition  expressed  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  to 
*'*  interpose  his  good  oflices  for  the  termination 
"  of  the  present  war  betv/een  his  Majesty  and  the 
"  French  Republic,  an  interposition  which  wouid, 
•'  probably,  be  attended  with  the  best  advantages, 
*'  in  support  of  the  dignity  of  his  Majesty's 
"  Crown,  and  for  the  general  and  pcrp.ianent  tran- 
"  quillity  of  Europe."  After  some  debate  be- 
tween Lord  Hawkeibury,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
the  motion  was  wiihdrawn. — Militia  P  emulation 
Bill  considered  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  afterwards  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
iand  read  a  third  time  on  Wednesday. — Sliip  burn- 
ing Bill  cxjnsidered  in  a  Comrr.ittee  of  the  whole 
House. — Custom  Duty  iiiii  read  and  ordered  for 
Wednesday. —  fhe  Cflanctllor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved,  tnat  the  House  go  into  a  Committee,  on 
Wednesday,  on  the  subject  of  assessed  taxes. — • 
Commicttes  of  Supply   and  of  Ways   and  Means 

postponed    till   Wednesday. Ships    Passengers 

Bill   to  be   read  a  third   time  on  VVedncsdav 

Convoy  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for 
Wednesday.- Laud  Tax  Bill  considered,  and  af- 
ter some   amendments  ordered   to  be  read  a  third 

time   on  Wednesday. Adjourned,   on  account 

of  the  Whitbun  holidays,  to  Wednesday,  the  ist. 
of  Jime. 

PFednc^day,  June  T.— LORDS.— The  Clergy  Bill 
tvas  ordeied  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tuesday 
next. — Irish  Courts'  Bill  read  a  third  ti;:ie  and 
passed,  as  was  the  Scotch  Schoolmasters'  Hiii. — 
Several  bills  will  be  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons.  COMMONS. — Lnnd    fax    Redemption 

Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. — Soldiers'  Relief 
Bill  committed. — Order  for  second  reading  of  the 
East-lxidia  Shipping  Bill  postponed  till  Monday,  j 


— Convoy  Biil  went  throtigh  the  Committee  ;  re- 
ported.—  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  further  re- 
pairing the  Poit  of  London. — Mr.  Canning  rose  to 
give  notice  of  a  motion  which  he  intended  to  make 
to  moriiiw  for  some  papers,  the  nature  of  vi'hich 
he  sliould  briefly  state.  The  first  was  for  copies 
of  all  the  Remonstrances  made  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers  by  the  natives  of  Malta,  respecting  the 
intended  restoration  of  that  Island  to  the  Order 
of  St.  John,  and  of  all  the  correspondence  of  mi- 
nisters on  that  subject.  It  appeared  from  the  of- 
ficial Papers  publislied  bv  the  French  government, 
that  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  Malta  had 
formed  the  subject  of  Cinsiderable  discussion  du- 
ling  the  Negotiation  at  Amiens.  He  should  there- 
fore move  for  an  account  of  the  conferences  be- 
tween Lord  Cornvvallis  and  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiary, on  the  rSth  End  iQtii  of  February,  rela- 
tive to  the  inhabitants  ot  Malta,  and  copies  of  the 
dispatches  received  by  Ids  Majesty's  ministers  oa 
that  subject  from  Lord  Cornwallis. The  Cus- 
toms Consolidation  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Thk  True  Briton,  in-order,  we  sup- 
pose, to  out-strip  its   fellows   in  that  anti- 
gallican  zeal,   of  which  it  has,   for  .several 
months  past  di^-covered  such  a  plentiful  de- 
ficiency, has,  during  the  last  week  publish- 
ed a  paper,  purporting  to  be   a   memorial 
Irom  Talleyrand    to  Buonaparte,    pointing 
out  the  means  by  which  this   country  is  to 
be  destroyed  in  peace.     As  to  the   matter 
contained  in  this  curious  state  paper  we  can 
certainly  have  no  objection,  seeing  that  it 
is,  in  substance,   borrowed  from   our  writ- 
ings;  but,   with  respect  to  the  <37^///(?«//a/y  of 
the  paper   itself   we    must   beg    leave    to 
doubt,  especially  as  we  know,  that  a  copy 
of  it  was  in  possession  of  the  editors  of  the 
Anti-Jacobin  Review  some  montlis  ago,  and 
that  they  considered   it   as   unauthentic,    is 
very  evidciit  from  the  slight  attention   they 
paid  to  it.     The  fact  is,  that  the  fabrication 
is   too  gross   to    impose  on   any  person  of 
sense,  a  circumstance,  however,  which  by 
no   means   renders    it    less    suited   to    the 
readers  of  the  True   Briton   and  the  Sun, 
whose  powers  of  perception  we  should  not 
suppose  to  rise  much  superior  to  those  of 
the  more  intelligent  species  of  quadrupeds. 
There  is  a  wonderful  pliancy  w'lich  seems 
to  prevail  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Heriot.    The 
really  authentic  papers  published  by  France, 
some   time  ago,    against   this   country,  he 
never  could  be  brought  to  acknowledge  as 
such,  though  they  were  published  in  Buo- 
naparte's oilicial  gazette;  whereas  he  now 
discovers  all  the  marks  of  authenticity  in  a 
paper,  which,  we    dare  say,  has  reached 
him    through    the    two-penny     post,    and 
which,   without  the  least  investigation   or 
reiiection,  he  believes  in  good  earnest,   or 
affects  to  believe,  has  actually  been   pur- 
loined from  the  escrutoire  of  Talleyrand  or 
Buonaparte  1     But,   whatever  molive  may 
have  led  to  the  publication  in  question,  we 
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cannot  but  rer^ard  it  a<;  a  most  foolish  act,  to 
speak  of  it  in  the  mildest  terms.  No  cause 
was  ever  assisted  by  base  and  dishonourable 
I3ieans,  and  of  such  means,  the  basest  and 
most  di'.'honourable,  is,  the  emplojing  of 
l.'ibricated  letters,  a  device  totally  unwor- 
thy of  any  one  above  a  courtizan  or  a 
stock-jobber. 

Garbled  State  Paper.  If,  then,  it 
be  unjustifiable  in  a  mere  news-printer  to 
publish  a  fabricated  paper,  wiiat  epithet 
shall  we  affix  to  similar  conduct  in  the  of- 
ficers of  government,  in  ministers  of  state? 
The  French  government  has  accused  the 
British  ministry,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
of  garbling  one  of  the  official  notes,  pre- 
sented by  Lord  Whitworth  to  Talleyrand, 
and,  by  the  means  of  such  garbling,  of  ex- 
hibiting a  misrepresentation  to  the  parlia- 
ment and  the  country,  as  well  as  to  foreign 
courts  and  nations.  Much  as  we  dislike  the 
ministers,  great  as  our  resentment  against 
them  must  be,  on  account  of  the  injury  and 
disgrace  they  have  brought  upon  us,  in 
conmion  with  the  rest  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, we  should,  for  the  honour  of  our 
country,  gladly  exert  whatever  power  we 
may  possess  to  remove  this  infamous  impu- 
tation; but,  upon  a  careful  examination  of 
the  papers,  a  regard  for  truth  and  for  the 
reputation  of  our  work  compels  us  to  con- 
fess, that,  at  present,  we  think  there  are 
strong  reasons  to  iear,  that,  by  some  means 
or  other,  a  very  material  part  of  the  note  al- 
luded to,  has  been  suppressed,  in  that  co- 
py of  the  papers  which  has  been  presented 
to  the  Parliament.  The  whole  note  is  in 
these  words,  the  suppressed  part  of  which 
is  designated  by  Italics.  —  "  The  under- 
"  signed,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ambassa- 
"  dor  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to 
*'  the  French  Republic,  having  transmitted 
"  to  his  Court  the  proposal  which  wa:j 
"  made  to  him  by  the  minister  for  foreign 
"  affairs  on  the  4th  xwii^rA, atid  that /srojiosition 
*'  having  been  judged  imhracticable  in  cnnseqiitncs 
"  0/'  the  refusal  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
*'  lilts  si  a  to  listen  to  it.,  and  as  falling,  at  the 
"  same  time.,  short  of  the  fust  pretensions  of  His 
"  Majesty,  (i)  has  just  received  orders  to 
"  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  accompa  • 
*'  "y'l^g  project  of  a  con^'ention,  founded 
"  on  the  only  basis  which  His  Majesty  con- 
"  ceives,  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
"  to  be  susceptible  of  a  definitive  and 
"  amicable  arrangement.  The  minister  for 
"  foreign  affairs  will  not  fail  to  observe  to 
"  what    degree    His  Majesty   has    endea- 

(1)  The  words,  in  the  Monitcur,  areas  to'lovvs  :  — 
"  et  cette  proposition  ayant  etc  jugcc  imptaticable, 
"  par  le  relus  de  S.  M.  I'empereur  de  Ruisit;  de  s'y 
"  prefer,  ef,  en  mtnie  temps,  au-disjcus  dfs  justes 
'*  pieteniions  de  Sa'?»Iajestc.". ,  . . 
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"  voured  to  conciliate  the  security  of  his 
"  interests  with  t!ie  dignity  of  the  First 
"  Consul.  The  undersigned  flatters  hins- 
"  self^  that  the  First  Consul,  doing  justice 
"  to  these  sentiments,  will  adopt  in  coa- 
"  cert  with  His  Majesty  an  expedient  so 
"  suitable  for  restoring  permanent  tranquil- 
"  lity  to  both  nations,  and  to  ail  Europe. — . 
*'  The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this 
"  opportunity,  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
"  the  assurance  of  his  highest  considera- 
"  tion." — The  passage,  in  Italics,  which, 
as  we  have  already  observed,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  that  copy  of  this  note  which  was 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons,  is  verv 
material  indeed  in  forming  an  opinion  of 
the  real  views  of  the  negotiating  parties; 
especially  when  considered  in  conjunction 
with  the  subsequent  note  of  Talleyrand, 
which  was  dated  on  the  12th  of  May,  zrA 
which  will  be  found  in  page  S5f5  of  the  sup- 
plementary sheet,  attached  to  the  one  on 
which  we  are  nov/  writing.  Tlie  principal 
ostensible  object  of  the  negotiation  was, 
on  our  part,  to  render  Malta  perfectly  i?tde- 
pendent  of  France.  The  proposition,  which 
Ta'Ueyrand  had  made,  on  the  4fh  of  May, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  this  object,  was 
rejected  by  the  British  govfernment ;  anr, 
according  to  the  above  note  of  Lord  Whit- 
worth, one  of  the  reasons  why  it  was  re- 
jected, was,  that  it  was  judged  impracti- 
cable, and  it  was  judged  impracticable, 
"  171  conseqiier.ce  of  the  refusal  of  His  Majesty  this 
"  Emperor  of  Russia  to  accede  to  it.''  This  re- 
fusal was,  then,  alleged,  by  our  minister?, 
to  be  the  obstacle  to  the /ir<zr//c,7^:7//>' of  Tal- 
leyrand's proposition  ;  and  this  obstacle 
Talleyrand  says,  in  his  note  of  the  12th  of 
May  (which  we  beg  the  reader  to  peruse), 
does  not  exist,  it  having  been  removed  ly 
the  assurances  just  then  given  by  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  through  his  ambassador  at  Paris.  The 
suppressed  passage,  therefore,  rnu.Uba con- 
sidered as  very  material  indeed,  if  to  ob- 
tain for  Malta  real  independ^ence  of  France 
was  the  principal  object,  or  a  considerable 
object,  of  the  negotiation.  For.  our  parts, 
we  believe  the  war  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  our  liberties  and  our 
lives,  unless  the  evils  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
could  have  been  cured,  unless  the  relative 
situation  of  England  and  France  could  have 
been  totally  changed,  by  negotiation  ;  batj 
this  is  not  the  ground,  on  which  tlie  minis- 
ters have  proceeded,  and  on  which  they 
now  stand  :  Malta,  the  keeping  of  Malta 
out  of  the  hands,  and  from  under  the  in- 
fluence, of  France  ;  this  is  the  pivot  on 
which  the  whole  of  their  negotiation  has 
turned  ;  their  objection  to  surrender  that 
islarid  has  been  the  want  of  the  guaraniee 
of  Russia,  and.  till  towards  the  close  »f  the 
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negotiation,  it  was  tliclr  w/'y  objection.  To 
remove  this  objection,  Talleyrand  make>, 
on  the  4th  of  May,  a  proposition  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  The  First  Consul  is  ready 
*'  tc  consent,  that  the  island  of  Malta  shall 
*'  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  three 
*'  powers  who  have  guaranteed  its  inde- 
*'  pendence,  either  Austria,  Rusda,or  Prus- 
*'  sia,  with  a  proviso,  that,  as  soon  as  France 
*'  and  England  shall  have  come  to  an  agrec- 
*'  ment  upon  this  article,  they  shall  unite 
*'  in  their  requisitions  to  engage  other  povv- 
*'  ers,  either  contracting  or  acceding  to  the 
*'  treaty  of  Amiens,  to  consent  to  it."— -To 
this  proposition  Lord  FLawkcsbury,  in  a 
letter  to  Lord  V/hitworlh  of  the  7th  of 
May,  that,  "  if  His  Majesty  could  be  dis- 
*'  posed  to  waive  his  demand  for  a  tempo- 
*'  rary  occupation  of  the  island  of  INLaUa, 
*'  the  Emperor  of  Russia  would  be  the  oidy 
*'  sovereign,  to  whom,  in  the  present  state 
*'  of  Europe,  he  could  consent  that  the 
"  island  should  be  assigned ;  and  His  Ma- 
*'  jes  has  certain  and  authentic  information, 
**  that  the  Errijieror  of  Russia  Tj.idd,  on  Jio  account, 
"  cement  to  yarrlson  Malta.'"'' — Agreeably  to 
this  Lord  Whitworth,  on  the  loth  of  Mav, 
delivered,  to  Talleyrand,  the  note  which 
the  French  accuse  our  ministers  of  having 
garbled,  in  which  note,  according  to  tiie 
ministerial  edition,  his  lordship  makes  not 
even  an  allusion  to  Russia,  whereas,  ac- 
cording to  the  French  edition,  he  places  at 
the  very  head  of  his  objections  the  refusal  of 
Kussia  to  accede  to  the  proposition,  and  in  an-;wer 
to  this  objection,  Talleyrand's  note  of  the 
12th  of  May,  (which  was  hpit  back  from  the 
Parliament  'till  after  the  debate  en  thepiapers), 
states,  that  assurances  are  just  received  at 
Paris  that  Russia  710  longer  persists  in  such  refusal. 
' — What,  then,  are  we  to  think  of  ministers 
leaving  out  of  Lord  Whitworth's  note  the 
passage  relative  to  Russia,  and  of  their 
keeping  back,  '//"//  nfcr  the  debate.,  Talley- 
rand's note  of  the  12th  of  May  ?  If  the 
fact  does  so  appear;  if  the  fact  be  so  esta- 
blished, what  are  we  to  think  of  them,  and 
what  will  the  world  think  and  say  of  our 
government  and  of  our  country  ?  And, 
that  such  is  the  fact  admits  of  very  little 
doubt:  indeed,  it  is  evident  frc.n  the  papers 
themselves.— The  True  Briton  and  the  Sun, 
which  have  lately  published  a  gross  fabri- 
cation, as  being  an  authentic  memorial  of 
Talleyrand  to  Buonaparte,  have  the  mo- 
desty to  assert,  that  Talleyrand  has  fabri- 
cated the  passage  of  Lord  Whitworth's 
note,  said  to  have  been  suppressed  by  the 
ministers.  Talleyrand  is  very  capable  of 
a  trick  of  this  sort,  if  it  could  be  played  o!f 
with  any  iiope  of  success;  but,  we  do  not 
rely  upon  the  assertions  of  the  honest  Tal- 
leyrand;    we  take  the   internal    evidence 
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furnished  by  the  papers  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  those  papers  the  shameful 
fact  is  completely  established. — In  the  first 
place,  the  passage  of  Lord  Whitworth's 
note,  which  we  have  given  in  italics.,  is  not 
to  be  found  in  that  note  as  laid  before  Par- 
liament. This  cannot  be  attributed  to  a 
Tn'tstaie  of  the  clerks,  or  the  printers,  be- 
cause, unfortunately  for  the  ministers,  the 
French  as  well  as  the  English,  of  this  note-j 
is  inserted  in  tiie  papers;  and,  no  one  will 
ever  believe,  that  either  clerks  or  printers, 
happened  to  omit,  by  mistake,  exactly  the 
same  words  in  both  French  and  English; 
That  the  note,  in  the  parliamentary  papers 
is  such  as  the  ministers  intended  it  to  be, 
is  certain  ;  and,  that  it  is  not  such  as  it  was 
delivered  to  Talleyrand  appears,  i.  from 
the  statement  of  the  French  government^ 
who  must  possess  the  original,  and  who, 
for  their  own  sakes,  would  not  have  made 
an  assertion  so  unequivocal,  if  thev  knew 
that  Lord  Whitworth  had  the  power  to  con- 
tradict it.  2.  Talleyrand  in  his  note  of  the 
12th,  in  reply  to  Lord  Whitworth's  of  the 
loth  (which  is  the  note  in  question)  says; 
"  moreover,  the  assertion  contained  in  his  Ex  ' 
"  cellancf  s  note  of  the  20th  of  this  mojith''''  (that 
Is  ot  Floreal,  answering  to  the  lothofMay), 
is  expressed  in  the  following  terms:  hy  the 
refusal  "  of  His  Majesty  the  Emp.eror  of  Russia 
"  to  listen  10  it :'"  but,  in  looking  into  Lord 
Whitworth's  note  of  the  tenth  of  May,  as 
that  note  was  presented  to  Parliament,  vvc 
find  no  such  assertion ;  and,  if  it  had  not 
been  in  the  original  note  delivered  to  Tal- 
leyrand, Talleyrand  could  not  have  thus 
commented  on  it,  which  he  did,  observe,  on 
the  12th  of  May,  long  before  the  papers 
were  published  in  England,  and  while  Lord 
Whitworth  was  yet  at  Paris.  3.  Lord 
Whitworth,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  of  the  i2tli  of  ISIay,  describing  the  note 
vvhich  he  delivered  to  Talleyrand  on  the 
lolh,  says,  that  in  this  note,  he  stated,  that, 
the  proposition  of  the  4th  "  was  considered 
"  as  on  the  one  hand  impracticable  from 
"  the  refusal  of  the  Enpieror  of  Russia  to  take 
"  charge  of  Malta,  &c.  &c."  whereas,  as 
we  before  observed,  and  as  our  readers 
will  have  seen,  there  is  not,  in  this  note, 
as  presented  to  Parliament,  even  an  allusion 
relative  to  Russia.  Thus  we  have  JLord 
Wiiitworth's  own  evidence  as  to  the  garb- 
ling of  his  note.— But,  the  French  accuse 
our  ministers  of  having  suppressed  entirely 
Talleyrand's  note  of  the  12th  of  May, 
vvhich  was  an  answer  to  the  garbled  note  ; 
and,  the  London  news-papers,  with  an  una- 
nimity and  zeal  worthy  of  a  better  cause, 
insist  that  the  accusation  is  false,  and  in- 
vented for  the  purpose  of  vilifying  this 
country.      Softly,   good  gentlemen  I     You 
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say,  the  accusation  is  false ^  because  Talley- 
rand's note  of  the  12th  loas  laid  befotc  Par- 
liament; but,  ivJmi  was  it  laid  before  Par- 
liament ?  Not  along  with  the  other  papers 
relative  to  the  negotiation,  but  six  days 
later,  to  wit,  on  the  24//;  of  Mny,  which, 
as  it  happens,  is  the  very  day,  on  which  the 
French  published  their  accusation.  There- 
fore, their  accusation  was  not  false ;  for 
they  could  not  know,  on  the  24th  of  May, 
that  the  note  had,  on  that  day,  been  pre 
sented  to  Parliament.  Besides,  good,  ho- 
nest, steady  gentlemen,  prav  tell  us  iv/iy  this 
note  was  not  presented  amongst  the  first 
parcel  of  papers.  Was  it  oi"  too  late  a 
date  ?  Did  it  arive  later  than  some  of  the 
others?  No  ;  for  we  tiiu!  amongst  the  first 
papers  that  were  presented,  a  note  from 
Lord  Whitworth  to  Tallevrand,  dated  on  the 
•very  same  day  that  the  7iote  of  lalkyrand  ivas  da- 
ted. Lord  Whitworth  takes  care  to  send 
forward  this  his  note,  by  which  he  de- 
manded his  pasports,  and  which  was  the 
last,  the  very  last  J2a/:er^  that  I'cas  ivrittett  at 
Paris ;  but,  the  important  note  (>f  Talley- 
jand,  which  he  had  previai^h  received,  he 
keejis  in  his  pocket  ''till  he  comes  hj77:e,  atid  then  en- 
closes it  to  J.ord  Haiohesbmy  in  a  letter^  dated  at 
London  on  the  10th  of  May  !!!  Slill,  however, 
there  was  time  to  present  it  to  Parliament 
previous  to  the  debate  on  the  papers,  which 
was  on  the  23d  of  May  ;  but  it  was  not  so 
presented,  '////  after  that  debate  ivas  over  ;  for 
the  presentation  is  da:ed  on  the  24th,  and 
it  was  not  actually  slipped  upon  the  table 
'till  some  days  later. — Thus  is  the  charge, 
preferred  by  the  French  government,  in- 
contestibly  established.  How  will  the  mi- 
nisters, how  can  they  do  away  this  charge? 
Yet,  if  it  be  not  done  away,  and  eflec- 
tually  too,  what  nation  will  ever  again 
place  reliance  on  British  faith  ?  If  one  pa- 
per can  be  garbled  by  ministers,  so  may 
another  paper;  and,  as  far  as  relates  to 
that  part  of  the  correspondence  which  is 
represented  as  having  taken  place  between 
themselves  and  their  agents,  what  reason 
have  we  to  suppose,  that  the  I'Jiole  of  it  has 
r.ot  been  new-moddled  to  suit  "existing cir- 
cumstances," or  ratiier,  have  we  not  good 
reason  to  suppo'^e  that  it  has?  For  our  own 
parts,  if  this  matter  be  not  satisfactorily 
cleared  up,  we  shall  not  think  ourselves 
bound  to  regard,  as  an  admitted  fact, 
any  thing  that  they  state,  though  ac- 
companied with  the  most  solemn  assevera- 
tions; for,  what  can  be  more  .solemn, 
than    a   statenient  made  to  the  legislature 

in   the   name    of    His    Majesty? Lord 

Whitworth,  too,  appears  to  be  strangely 
implicated  in  this  charge.  As  to  the  gar- 
jaled  ju.te,  he  will,  doubtless,  easilv  prove, 
tliat  he  sent  hoine  a  true  ti.>nv  of  what  he 


JUNE  4,  1803.  [826 

presented  to  Talleyrand;  but,  it  does  ap- 
pear, at  present,  that  the  Note  which  he 
received  from  Talleyrand  on  the  12th  of 
May,  was  not  sent  forward  to  government 
along  with  a  Note,  which  he  wrote  subse-^ 
quent  to  the  receipt  of  Talleyrand's,  and 
which  subsequent  Nolo  was  presented  to 
Parliament  amongst  the  papers  first  pre- 
sented. Why  was  not  this  Note  of  Tal- 
leyrand's forwarded  ?  Why  was  it  kept  back 
by  his  lordship  till  the  20th  of  May,  till  he 
himself  arrived  in  London?  Why  was  it 
not  sent  along  with  the  Note  which  he 
wrote  from  Paris  after  the  receipt  of  it, 
and  which  Note  was  sent  time  enough  to 
find  a  place  amongst  the  first  papers  ?  These 
are  questions,  which  it  behox^es  your  lord- 
ship to  answer  without  delay  ;  the  country 
has  a  righ.t  to  demand  this  answer  at  his 
hands;  and,  if  he  wltholds^.it,  the  conclu- 
sion will  be  by  no  means  diiticult  to  draw. 

The  akkest  of  English  people  iw 
France  seems  to  have  excited  a  good  deal 
of  public  indignation,  in  which  we  should 
most  amply  paiticipnte,  if  we  did  not  recol- 
lect, that  that  same  public  nppl.nuded  the  in- 
famous peace,  which  emboldened  Buonaparte 
thus  to  trample  on  the  public  law  of  Europe. 
With  regard  to  the  illegality,  therefore,  the 
injustice  and  the  cruelty,  of  this  act,  we  can 
have  very  little  to  say.  Let  those  complain, 
who  wished  and  who  expe6ted  to  live  ia 
peace  with  Buonaparte;  we  had  no  such  ex- 
pectation, nor  had  we  any  such  wish.  Let 
those  who  hastened  to  crouch  at  the  feet  of 
the  rebel  and  usurper,  take  the  reward  of 
their  baseness ;  we  are  totally  indifferent  to 
their  fate,  and  we  should,  most  assuredly, 
objeft  to  their  being  exchanged  against  pri- 
soners of  war,  prisoners  captured  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  nation,  and  at  the  risk  of  the 
lives  of  His  Majesty's  soldiers  and  sailors  j 
no,  these  people  have  no  such  claim  on  their 
country,  which,  as  far  as  their  interest  and 
convenience  would  permit  them,  they  had 
abandoned,  carrying  with  them  their  treasure 
and  whatever  further  degree  of  support  might 
be  derived  from  their  presence,  their  coun- 
tenance, and  their  abilities.  What!  shall 
these  base  rich  men,  after  having  deserted 
their  country,  after  having  given  the  prefer- 
ence to  France,  after  having  carried  aw.-.y  and 
squandered  on  our  enemy  the  money  raised 
by  the  labour  of  the  husbandman,  the  artizan, 
and  the  manufacturer  ;  shall  they  nov\',  iu  the 
hour  of  their  distress,  call  for  the  lives  of 
those  whom  they  have  abandoned  and  in- 
sulted to  be  risked  for  their  deliverance  ? 
They  may  call,  but,  we  trust,  they  will  call 
in  vain.  Let  them  purchase  their  ransom 
out  of  their  own  private  property.  The  na- 
tion ought  not  to  be  taxed  a  penny  (av  their 
release  i  aud  the  minister  who  should  pro- 
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pose  to  release  them  by  such  means,  would, 
we  trust,  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  so 
■phameful  and  criminal  an  act. — We  remem- 
ber well,  that,  when  in  profound  peace,  Cap- 
tain d'Auvergne  M-as  arrested,  not  a  word 
of  complaint  was  mnde  by  the  public.  The 
aft  was  even  justil'ied  in  several  of  the  public 
papers;  or,  it  was,  at  least,  so  varnislied  ove'-, 
so  qualified,  and  apologized  for,  that  it  was 
njade  to  appear  to  be  a  matter  beneath  the 
notice  of  government.  "  We,  too,  have  an 
"  alien  a6l,"  said  Lord  Castlereagh  !  "  It 
"  is,"  said  Lord  Hawkesburj^  "  a  meremat- 
"  ter  of  police  !"  Captain  d'Auvergne  went 
to  France  on  very  important  business;  he 
was  a  valuable  officer  in  the  King's  service; 
no  effort  was  made  to  obtain  redress  ;  none 
v/as  obtained  ;  and  the  prudence  oi  ministers 
v/as  applauded.  A'ld,  shall  our  purses  and 
our  persons  now  be  pressed  into  the  service 
of  the  admiring  crowd,  who  have  been  to 
pay  their  court  to  Buonaparte?  —  Nor  can  the 
particular  case  of  Mk.Ta led  r  be  locked 
Bpon  as  an  exception.  The  news-papers 
have  called  his  imprisonment  a  violation  ot 
th-e  rights  of  Embassy,  forgetting,  that,  if 
tlwjy  should  make  out  this  point,  they  will 
most  assuredly  establish  the  assertion  cf 
Buonaparte,  who  contends,  that  we  have 
captuied  his  people  previous  to  any  declara- 
tion of  war.  Wc  say,  and  we  say  with 
truth,  that  the  putting  an  end  to  the  em.bassy 
at  Paris,  under  the  circumstances  then  ex- 
isting, was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  de- 
claration of  war  j  but,  it  would  not  be  very 
consistent  or  very  decent  to  complain  of  a 
violation  of  the  rights  of  an  embassy,  the 
very  putting  an  end  to  which  we  hold  to  be 
Qur  justification  for  exercising  the  rights  of 
war.  Either,  therefore,  we  must  acknow- 
ledge Buonaparte's  seizing  of  the  Gallico- 
English  to  be  founded  on  the  established  law 
of  retaliation,  or  we  must  refrain  from  pre- 
lerring  against  him  the  charge  of  violating 
the  rights  of  embassy;  either  nil  the  de- 
tained persons,  except  Mr.  Talbot,  are  justly 
detained,  or  he  is  upon  exactly  the  same  foot- 
i  ig  with  the  rest.  We  know  not,  for  our 
parts,  what  could  induce  Mr.  Talbot  to  re- 
main at  Paris  after  the  demise  of  the  em- 
bassy ;  unless,  like  the  spirit  of  a  departed 
epicurean,  he  was  still  attracted  to  the  scenes 
of  his  former  enj;.yment;  and,  if  so,  his  de- 
tention can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  a  hard- 
ship. 

The  mediation  of  Russia,  as  moved 
for  by  rvlr.  Fox,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
on  that  happy,  happy,  happy  day,  the  27l!i 
ultimo,  may  very  probably  be  obtained  ;  for, 
it  really  appears,  that  the  Em.peror  Alex- 
ander is  titling  out  a  considerable  jZee^  of  men 
of  tuar. — r\.ead  Swenska's  Sketches! — But, 
how  foolish,  how   ridicuiouoly  foolish   will 
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this  nation  look,  in  a  few  montii's  time,  if  it 
expects  any  thing  from  this  mediation,  ex- 
cept the  further  humiliation  of  England. 
Buonaparte  and  Alexander  understand  each 
other  perfeftly  well;  and,  we  may  be  as-r 
sured,  that  if  Russia  has  prepared  a  fleet,  it 
is  only  to  give  efficacy  to  that  ndmiruhh 
convention,  which  was  Lord  Hawkesbury's 
coup  d'essai  in  the  diplomatic  career,  and  by 
which  we  virtually  gave  up  one  of  the  most 
important  maritime  rights  that  we  ever  pos- 
sessed. Russia  must,  too,  be  excellently 
disposed  to  mediate  a  peace  advantageous  for 
us  after  the  trick  which  our  ministers  have 
played,  in  order  to  prevent  her  from  setting 
foot  in  Malta,  a  post  which,  above  all  others 
in  the  world  she  v/as  desirous  to  occupy,  and 
which  the  Consul  artfully  proposed  to  give 
her  possession  of.  This  must  most  sweetly 
dispose  her  for  acts  of  amity  towards  us  I 
Yet,  there  are  not  wanting  politicians  to  en- 
tertain very  sanguine  hopes  from  this  media- 
tion, notwithstanding  it  is  evidently  the  po- 
licy, as  it  is,  indeed,  the  interest  of  Russia 
(if  gratifying  her  ambition  be  interest)  to 
side  with  France  against  England,  and  to 
lower  the  maritime  power  and  pride  of  the 
latter  by  every  possible  tneans,  particularly 
while  she  holds  Malia,  the  very  place  to  ob- 
tain which  in  picrpetuity  we  are  asking,  beg- 
ging, beseeching  this  monstrous  mediation  I 
it  is  a  maxim,  and  long  has  been  a  maxim 
with  the  Richmond  Park  Ministry,  that 
"  no  good  was  to  be  expected  from  Russia, 
''  labile  Count  MarkofF  remained  in 
"■'  Paris."  The  Count  is  still  at  Paris;  and, 
what  is  more,  he  is  to  be  the  channel  of 
the  mediation,  if  the  ridiculous  proposition 
should  really  be  acted  upon. — Mr.  Fox 
must  have  made  the  motion,  to  which 
we  have  alluded,  without  any  hope  of  its 
being  adopted,  Yvhat,  then,  must  have 
been  his  surprize  to  see  all  his  notions 
as  well  as  his  mischievous  motion,  adopted 
by  Mr.  Pitt  ?  We  were  surprized  to  see  Mr. 
Windham  and  Mr.  Grenville  silent  on  this 
occasion.  Approve  of  the  motion  they  could 
not,  we  are  certain;  and,  though  it  was  not 
put  to  the  vote,  though  that  was  prevented 
by  the  ministers  prdinising  to  udajit  the  mea- 
sure which  it  recovnvcnded,  still,  we  think, 
that  IMr.  V/indham  should  have  taken  an 
opportunity  of  giving  to  the  whole  proceed- 
ing some  strong  mark  of  his  disapprobation. 
All  the  sound  part  of  the  nation  look  to 
him,  at  this  momentous  crisis,  ior  the  rea- 
sons whereon  to  form  their  opinions,  both  of 
men  and  of  measures.  Since  the  signing  of 
the  fatal  preliminaries,  since  the  sun  of  En- 
gland sunk  beneath  the  genius  of  France, 
since  our  political  horizon  has  been  envelop- 
ed in  darkness,  and  the  vessel  of  state  com- 
mitted to  an  ignorant,  a  low-minded  and 
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cowardly  crew,  he  has  been  onr  polar  star, 
shining  while  other  lights  hid  their  head,  al- 
ways in  his  place  and  always  luminous  5 
constantly  forewarning  us  of  our  dangers, 
and  constantly  pointing  to  the  cause  of  safety 
and  of  honour.  From  him,  therefore,  on 
every  important  occasion,  we  must  naturally 
\v\bh.  lo  hear  something;  and,  particularly 
when,  by,  his  keeping  silence,  a  destructive 
measure  may  go  forth  with  the  appearance 
of  having  his  consent. 

Change  in  the  Ministry.— Mr.  Tler- 
rey ;  we  beg  his  pardon,  "  the  JRigbi  Ho- 
"  iwurahJe  Mr.  Tiernev"  (we  do  not  know 
his  Christian  name) ;  the  famous  Mr.  Tier- 
ney,  who  so  long  made  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  the  poems  and  caricatures  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  has,  after  a  long  and  arduous  strug- 
gle, made  a  safe  lodgment  upon  the  n^inis- 
terial  bench,  in  character  of  Treasurer  of  ilie 
Navy,  a  place  of  four  thousand  a  year.  Mr. 
Bragge,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.Tierney,  is,  It 
seems  to  be  Chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, in  place  ot  Lord  Liverpool,  who  v/ith  a 
disinterestf  dness  and  patriotism  peculiar  to 
well-meaning  men  and  "  i.-j/t  politicians,"  has 
thus,  at  the  age  of  four-score,  given  up  four 
thousand  out  of  about  seven  thousand  a  year, 
which  he  has  enjoyed  from  before  the  far 
greater  part  of  us  were  born,  and  which  lie 
now  partly  relinquishes  with  the  hope  of 
keeping  together  an  administration,  on  the 
existence  of  which  depend  upwards  of  thirty 
thousand  a  year,  received  by  his  son  and 
other  of  his  relations.  It  is,  we  suppose,  in 
emulation  of  thisvenerable  and  noble  "  col- 
"  leftor  of  the  customs  inwards,"  that  Mr. 
Bragge  lias  yielded  a  place  of  four  thousand 
a  year,  held  during  pleasure,  fur  a  place  of 
the  same  value,  held  during  life. — It  is  said, 
that  further  changes  are  to  take  place;  and, 
if  such  can  take  place,  without  any  diminu- 
tion of  the  emoluments  of  the  The  Family, 
we  should  think  they  would;  for  some  sort 
of  change  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep 
even  the  meanest  of  the  people  quiet.— IMr, 
Tierney  is  said  to  have  been  admitted  for 
the  sake  of  his  talents  in  finance;  and,  if 
public  rumour  does  not  deceive  us,  he  has 
conceived  some  plan,  which  he  imagines 
will,  in  future,  render  loans  minecessary.  On 
the  first  point  we  must  observe,  that  tiie 
facl:,  if  true,  seems  to  coniradift  that  high 
oi)inion,  which  the  wiseacres  had  formed  of 
Mr.  Addington's  financial  abilities.  With 
respect  to  the  second  point,  we  are  rather 
inclined  to  doubt  the  fact ;  but,  ifit  be  true, 
if  Mr.  Tierney  has  conceived  such  a  plan, 
and  if  he  really  does  provide  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  slate,  without  the  aid  of  loans, 
we  hesitate  not  to  pronounce  him  a  conjuror 
far  surpassing  Dr.  Val.     Mr.  Tierney 's  fa- 
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ther  was,  if  we  mistake  not,  something  in 
the  treasuring  and  financiering  way,  and 
even  for  the  navy,  and,  theretore>  like  his 
worthy,  his  truly  worthy  colleague.  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  he  may,  probably,  possess  "  aa 
*'  hereditary  disposition  to  office  ;"  but,  coii- 
juriug,  it  is  well  known,  does  not  go  by 
descent,  and,  therefore,  though  we  have  no 
reason  to  suppose,  that  Mr.Tierney  is,  in  any 
one  point,  inferior  to  his  worthy  ancestors, 
and  thoughthat  ancestor  should  himself  have 
been  a  conjuror,  it  does  not  follow,  that  Mr. 
Tierney  will  prove  a  conjuror  too;  and,  we 
repeat,  that  nothing  short  of  conjuring,  no- 
thing short  of  the  down-right  black  art, 
will  enable  him,  without  Ioa,ns,  to  carry  oa 
the  war,  or  even  to  keep  up  the  peace  esta- 
blishment last  fixed  on.  Tlie  national  ex- 
penditure of  this  present  year  will  be  about 
J.' 5 A, 000:000,  and  the  revenue  will  be  about 
.i"30,000,000  ;  ^o  that,  if  there  be  any  truth 
in  figiires,  there  will  be  a  deficit  of  about 
c£'i-i.(J(J(J,000  to  be  r.iised  by  neiu  taxes. 
That  this  sum  never  can  be  raised  from  the 
people  Mr.  Tiernt-y  must  be  very  well  as- 
sured, and  therefore,  he  must  intend  tr> 
proceed  by  conjuration,  in  which  it  is  un- 
necessary lor  us  to  say,  that  we  most  heartily 
wish  him  success. But,  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  year,  we  have  included  tlic: 
charges  on  account  of  the  National  Debt: 
and  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  amount  t9 
about  twenty-four  out  of  the  fifty-four  mil- 
lions; so  that,  if  Mr.  Tierney  m.eans  net  '.:> 
■pay  ibese  charges,  or  to  tax  the  funds^  wfiicli 
is  nearly  the  same  thing,  he  may  possibly 
effect  his  object  without  the  aid  of  super- 
natural faculties.  At  any  rate,  we  hope, 
that,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  plan,  he  will 
endeavour  to  spare  the  inhabitants  of  tiie 
Borough,  to  whom,  like  another  Mayor  of 
Garrat,  he  has,  for  many  years  past,  been 
constantly   pledging    his    tionour    to    bring 

about  an   alleviation  of  their  burdens. • 

Farcical,  however,  as  all  this  is  in  the  eyes 
of  other  people,  Mr.  Tierney's  promotion  can 
be  no  farce  with  Mr.  Pitt,  towards  whom 
that  promotion  is,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Adding- 
ton,  a  guagecf  defiance,  if  not  a  stupid  mark 
of  contempt,  and,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tier- 
ney, a  signal  of  triumph.  This  is  the  man, 
and  the  only  m.an,  who,  for  several  years 
past,  has  set  himself,  foot  to  foot,  against 
Mr.  Pitt ;  who  has  constantly  opposed  liis 
principles,  his  measures,  and  his  system, 
particularly  his  favourite  system  of  finance, 
that  great  foundation  of  his  fame,  that 
pedestal  without  the  durability  of  which 
his  statue  must  sink  into  the  earth.  Disguise 
the  thing,  therefore,  in  whatever  manner 
he  pleases,  Mr.  Pitt  must  feel,  that  he  has, 
at  las^,  beai  oyer-reached^  out-wittcd,  and 
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defeated  ;  for,  it  is  absolutely  impossible,  |  amongst  others  of  his  own  creation.  The 
that  he  should  not  be  cut  to  the  very  soul  moment,  too,  that  he  ceased  to  be  minister, 
at  seeing  JMr.  Tierney  the  dictator  on  tiiat  he  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  he  was  a 
Bench,  from  which  he  so  long  looked  '<  member  of  parliament;  and,  as  if  it  were 
down  on  ]Mr.  Tierney  with  contempt,  Mr.  beneath  him  to  be  any  thing  less  than  the 
Pitt  muii  entertain  these  feelings,  and  the  i  ruler  of  the  nation,  he  imitated  the  example 
attempt  to  hide  them,  by  giving  the  minis-  |  of  secession  which  had  been  given  him  by 
ters  his  support,   will  only  discover  a  con-  j  his  rival   orator.     In  the  mean  time,   how- 


Ecious  weaktjtss,  a  conscious  inability  to  op- 
pose them  with  success.  He  perceives  clear- 
ly enough  the  defection  of  his  former  adhe- 
Tents,  who  are  daily  becoming  less  and  less 
rjumerous,  less  and  less  warm,  and  who, 
though  they  still  profess  their  admiration  of 
iiis  character  and  talents,  will  give  their  sup- 
port to  his  enemy,  in  which  support,  to 
avoid  the  mortification  of  being  left  in   a 


ever,  by  whispers  and  nod'^,  his  followers 
v.'ere  instructed  to  support  the  ministers,  lest 
they  should  sink  under  their  opponents,  lest 
a  breach  should  be  made,  and  lest  the  ca- 
binet should  fall  into  the  hands  of  others 
whom  he  hated,  or,  which  was  nearly  the 
same  thing,  over  whom  he  could  not  hope 
to  have  an  absolute  controul.  From  this 
motive  it  w^as,  that  he  supported  the  Preli- 


minorit}',  and  of  seeing  his  fall  recorded  by  j  minary  and  Definitive  Treaties  3  for,  it  is 
a  vote  of  that  Parliament,  over  which  he  so  J  utterly  incredible  that  he  should  not  have 
long  has  ruled,  he  himself  will  join.  Those  ;  seen  their  destructive  tendency  ;  and,  having 
persons,  who,  having  notlii.^g  within  them-  !  supported  them,  having  pledged  himself  to 
selves  whereby  to  obtain  a  name  or  attract  !  that  support  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner, 
notice,  still  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  their  m-     he  could  not  now  avail  himself  of  that  op- 


signiljcance  by  calling  themselves  Pittites, 
atiect  to  live  in  hopes,  and  perhsps  really  do 
live  in  hopes,  of  seeing  their  leader  re<;tored 
to  his  forager  power  and  splendor.  This  is 
possible;  but,  nothing  that  we  fmd  in  his- 
tory, nothing  that  we  can  collect  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  times,  autho- 
rizes us  to  regard  it  as  probable.  Public 
opinion  is  a  stream,  which,  if  it  once  changes 
a  long  continued  course,  seldom  or  never  re- 
turns to  its  ancient  bed.  Had  JMr.  Pitt, 
when  he  retired  from  his  Majesty's  ser\  ice, 
left  his  place  to  be  supplied  without  any  in- 
terference of  his  own ;  had  he  regularly 
continued  his  attendance  in  Par!iai«ent, 
speaking  and  voting  ir.erely  as  a  member  of 
that  body,  supporting  those  measures  that 
were  good,  and  opposing  those  that  were 
bad  ;  had  he  left  the  v/ar  to  be  continued, 


position,  which  might  yet  have  restored  him 
to  power.  Therefore,  it  is  that  we  see  his 
simple  followers,  fed  by  vain  hopes  of  a  fu- 
ture opportunity,  lending  their  aid  to  pre- 
serve his  consistency  and  to  disguise  his 
mortification.  Plis  friends,  indeed,  do  say 
that  he  means  to  join  in  the  vote  of  censure, 
this  night  (Friday,  3d  of  June,)  to  be 
brought  forward.  We  shall  rejoice  to  see 
this  assertion  verified,  and  we  are  sorry,  that 
tJie  nature  of  our  publication  does  not  per- 
mit us  to  wait  the  event,  before  this  sheet  is 
put  to  the  press ;  but,  these  are  our  opi- 
nions, and  though  we  shall  be  glad  to  see 
cause  for  retracting  them,  we  regard  it  as  a 
duty  to  submit  them  to  our  readers. — In 
the  mean  time,  the  proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Lords  strongly  corroborate  »\l  that 
we  have  said.    On  the  2d  instant,  Earl  P'itz- 


er  the  peace  to  be  made,   by  llie  minisiers  1  wiliiam   brought  forv.-ard  certain  resolutions, 
themselves;  and,  had  he,  wlicii  tl;e  peace     disapproving  of  the  conduct  of  ministers,  on 


of  Amiens  came  to  be  discussed,  given  tt 
that  mark  of  reprobation,  which  it  has  been 
found  !o  merit ;  had  this  been  his  line  of 
conduct,  his  return  to  power  would,  at  this 
day,  have  been  the  undivided  v/ish  of  the 
nation,  who  would  have  looked  to  him  as 
an  immoveable  rock  of  defence.  But,  he, 
tinhaiipily  for  his  country  and  for  his  own 
lame,  chose  a  course  entirely  different.  The 
new  cabinet  was  moulded  up  by  his  assist- 
ance, and  with  every  appearance  of  wishing 
to  retain  his  power  after  he  had  yielded  his 
place,  not  unaccompanied  with  some  marks 
of  having  retired  himself  ibr  the  purpose  of 
getting  rsd  of  iiis  colleague-,  and  wilh  a 
view  oi  rcturxung  to  exercise  absolute  svv.iy 


whicii  va^  previous  cuestjcn  was  moved  by 
Lord  Grosvenor,  after  v.'hich  the  middle 
coarse  of  adjournmpnt  was  moved  by  Lord 
Mulgrave  and  supported  by  Lord  Melville; 
and,  the  result  was,  that  the  adjournment 
w?is  Jiegativcd-.  iOO'  to  18,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  cjrritil,  110  to  15,  and  the  resolu- 
tions negatived  without  a  division;  so  that, 
in  approbation  of  their  conduct,  the  minis- 
ters had  a  majority  of  g5  out  of  125. 


Postscript,  Fr'hl/y  ?!oon. 
We  have  just  heard  that  Mr.  Suett,  of 
Drnry    f,ane  Theatre,  is  about  to  be   ap" 
point'.d  Secretary  at  War !  ! !  ! ! 


T© 
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TO    THE    PUBLir. 

At  this  time  when  the  eyes  of  all  the 
c'fvilized  world  are  directed  to  Egypt  and 
Malta,  the  possession  and  retention  of  v/hich 
countries  by  France  and  England  have  pro- 
duced such  important  effects,  and  been  at- 
tended with  so  considerable  an  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure,  when  Great-Britain  lias 
become  so  interested  in  their  fate  as  to  en- 
gage exclusively  on  their  account  in  a  war 
with  France,  after  ihe  short  interval  of  a 
few  months  of  peace;  it  will  not  be  consi- 
dered as  ill-timed  or  uninteresting  by  an  in- 
telligent Public  to  inquire  more  minutely 
than  has  been  done  heretofore,  into  the 
very  extraordinary  circumstance  of  their 
being  allowed  to  fall  a  prey  to  our  enemy, 
at  a  time  when  our  navy  had  attained  a 
height  of  improvement  and  pre-eminence 
in  strength  and  skill  unexampled  in  our, 
history,  and  when  the  mnrine  of  our  ene- 
mies was  sunk  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  insigni- 
ficance approaching  annihilation. 

The  importance  to  this  country  of  the 
occupation  of  these  places  by  the  PVench, 
was  as  well  understood  by  us  at  the  time 
the  expedition  was  preparing  for  Egypt  at 
Toulon,  as  it  is  at  this  moment  ;  yet  strange 
and  unaccountable  to  relate,  the  French 
were  knowingly  and  uninterru[)tedly  per- 
mitted to  collect  their  force  for  this  enter- 
prize  eight  or  ten  months  previous  to  its 
sailing,  and  to  draw  vessels,  troops,  and 
stores  with  the  same  security  as  if  in  lime 
of  peace,  from  every  port  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, without  which  foreign  aid  notliing 
of  importance  could  have  been  undertaken 
from  that  port. 

Before  we  proceed  to  examine  the  past 
conduct  of  the  Marine  Minister  in  this  sin- 
gular and  eventful  business,  let  us  take  a 
view  of  the  force  under  Lord  St.  Vincent, 
who  then  commanded  on  the  Mediterranean 
station,  and  of  the  means  his  lordship  pos- 
sessed to  counteract  and  defeat  the  designs 
of  the  enemy,  whose  force  and  position  may 
be  also  described. 

From  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1797. 
when  the  French  began  to  collect  a  force 
at  Toulon,  until  the  latter  end  of  May,  when 
their  expedition  sailed  for  Malta,  our  Medi- 
terranean fleet  consisted  of  about  24  sail  of 
the  line,  (of  which  none  carried  less  than 
74  guns)  some  ships  of  50  and  44  guns  on 
two  decks,  with  a  very  large  proportion  of 
frigates  ani  smaller  vessels  ;  and  during  a 
portion  of  this  time,  Lord  St.  Vincent  had 
at  his  disposal,  a  squadron  of  five  or  six 
Portuguese  ships  of  the  line,  with  some  fri- 
gates of  that  nation,.  The  only  two  very 
material   objects  for  his  lordship's  attention 

Vol.  ill. 
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within  the  limits  of  his  command,  were  the 
Spanish  fleet  in  Cadiz,  and  the  French  force 
collecting  at  Toulon  ;  the  former  consisted 
of  20  or  21  sail  of  the  line  in  some  sort  of 
preparation  for  sea,  but  with  few  men  on 
board,  (part  of  the  fleet  of  27  sail  of  tlie 
line  his  lordship  had  beaten  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent  with  his  squadron  of  14  sail)  toge- 
ther with  seven  or  eight  others  unrigged, 
or  in  a  state  of  ordinary,  and  several  fri- 
gates. The  latter  varied  from  three  or  fotir 
ill  provided  ships  of  the  line  with  two  or 
tiiree  frigates  of  the  first,  until  it  was  aug- 
inenled  in  the  end  to  12  or  13  ships  of  the 
line  and  four  or  five  frigates  with  near  400 
transports.  The  Spanish  fleet,  wliich  had  been 
most  insultingly  and  effectually  blockaded 
in  Cadiz  during  a  great  part  of  this  time  by- 
eight  or  nine  sail  of  the  British  line,'  were 
known  to  be  in  a  miserable  state  of  unfit- 
ness for  active  service;  and  officers  and 
men  but  very  little  zealous  in  the  cause 
they  appeared  compelled  to  support;  and 
it  v.'as  clear  the  French  force  at  Toulon 
could  only  attach  a  degree  of  strength  and 
importance,  and  early  arrive  at  a  fitness  for 
service,  by  being  totally  unmolested  and 
left  at  full  libaty  to  receive  external  sup- 
plies. 

The  disposition  during  this  time  of  Lord 
St.  Vincent's  fleet  was  in  general  as  follows; 
about  half  the  ships  of  the  line,  sometimes 
more,  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  fri- 
gates and  other  vessels  were  stationed  off 
Cadiz  ;  two  ships  of  the  line  were  kept 
almost  constantly  cruizing  off  Cape  St.  Vin- 
cent, and,  at  the  same  time,  two  others 
were  sent  off'  Madeira  to  look  for  prizes  ;  of 
the  remainder  of  the  sliips  of  the  fine,  some 
of  them  at  Gibraltar,  others  at  the  Tagus  ; 
some  of  the  frigates  were  kept  off'  Cape  Fi- 
nisterre,  others  off  Corunna,  and  some  along 
the  Coast  of  Portugal.  No  part  of  the 
fleet  was  stationed  to  the  eastward  of  Gi- 
braltar, except  a  fifty  gun  ship  with  a  fri- 
gate, and  one  or  two  sloops,  which  had  lat- 
terly been  sent  up  the  Mediterranean,  but 
not  particularly  to  cruize  off  the  Port  of 
Toulon.  Insignificant  as  this  last  mention- 
ed little  squadron  was,  had  it  been  exclu- 
sively employed,  at  an  early  period,  to  inter- 
rupt the  communication  with  loulon,  it 
might  have  been  of  material  service  ;  but  it 
was  kept  cruizing  for  other  purposes,  in  the 
Mediterranean  generally,  and  returned  to 
Gibraltar  about  a  fortnight  before  the  sail- 
ing of  the  Toulon  fleet  ;  the  moment  of  all 
others,  wlien  it  ought  to  have  been  left 
there,  if  only  to  lay  on  the  skirts  of  the; 
convoy  to  ascertain  its  route.  Instead  of 
this  disposition,  had  the  four  or  five  ships  of 
the  line  generally  employed  to  look  after 
£e 


635]  COBBETTS  ANNU 

prizes,  been  detached  with  a  fifty  gnn  ship 
and  three  or  four  frigates,  about  two  or 
three  months  belore  the  sailing  of  the  enemy 
from  Toulon,  with  orders  to  retard  the 
equipment  of  the  expedition  forming  in 
that  port  by  every  possible  means,  such  as 
intercepting  their  supplies,  &c.  the  sailing 
of  the  expedition  must  have  been  considera- 
biy  delayed,  and  certainly  until  a  junction 
might  have  been  formed  between  this  squa- 
dron and  a  reinforcement  of  seven  or  eight 
sail  of  the  line  sent  from  England,  which 
reached  Toulon  about  ten  days  or  a  fort- 
night after  the  sailing  of  the  French  fleet ; 
when  its  departure  must  have  been  eflec- 
tually  put  3  stop  to. 

That  Lord  St.  Vincent  seems  in  duty 
bound  to  have  done  this  at  least,  must,  1 
conceive,  appear  evident  to  every  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  strength  of  the  fleet  at 
bis  lordship's  disposal  ;  with  the  wretched 
state  of  the  Spanish  ships  in  Cadiz  ;  and 
"W'ith  the  serious  consequences  that  might 
attend  the  faULcessful  issue  of  the  French 
enterprize. 

That  his  lordship  might  have  done  more, 
that  he  might  have  detached  from  his  fleet 
a  force  sufficient  to  have  stopped  the  FVench 
expedition  had  it  been  encountered  in 
/'«// force,  and  yet  left  ships  enough  oflf  Ca- 
diz to  keep  the  Spaniard  in  check,  I  could 
venture  to  assert  and  prove.  Ten  sail  of 
ilie  line  of  British  ships  only  were  frequently 
absent  at  one  time  from  the  blockade  of 
Cadiz,  ex'en  when  Lord  St.  Vincent  com- 
manded it  in  person  ;  though  never  of  so 
material  a  service  as  this  would  have  been, 
which  indeed,  it  might  be  said,  had  become 
the  first  object  for  his  iordship's  attention. 

Kad  his  lordsiiip,  however,  done  what  is 
mentioned  in  the  flrst  instance,  neither 
JNL-.lta  nor  Egypt  would  ever  have  been  in 
the  possession  of  the  French  !  !  ! 

Vv'hat  an  expense  of  blood  and  trea- 
£U!e  would  the  adoption  of  cither  of  these 
measures  have  saved  !  Wliat  a  diflerence 
in  the  actual  state  of  this  country  might 
they  have  produced  ! — Why  neither  of  them 
were  resorted  to,  why  the  French  were  en- 
tirely left  to  themselves  until  too  late  to  be 
interrupted  eftectually,  remains  to  be  ex- 
plained, as  certainly  it  ouglit,  and  th..t  with- 
out delay. 

It  will  not  be  pretended,  after  what  has 
been  already  said,  th.jt  four  or  five  sail  of 
the  British  line  with  a  fifty  and  frin;ates  was 
too  small  a  force  to  be  risked  otF^'l'uulon  ; 
nor  will  it  be  said,  that  our  not  having  a 
port  in  the  Mediterranean  was  a  sufficient 
reason  for  our  not  seuiling  ships  tijcre. 
iiord  Nelson,  who  had  just  joined  Lord  St. 
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Vincent  with  one  ship  of  the  line,  was  de- 
tached with  only  three,  a  fifty  gun  ship  and 
about  four  smaller  vessels  on  that  service, 
(though  too  late)  when  the  enemy  were 
known  to  be  in  their  greatest  force  His 
lordship's  ship  was  dismantled  ;  he  got  shel- 
ter to  repair  in  Sardinia,  and  in  Sicily  he 
procured  water  and  provisions.  In  the 
worst  case,  they  might  have  had  supplies 
sent  them  from  Gibraltar. 

Neither  will  it  be  held  by  professional 
men,  that  an  English  squadron  of  ten  or 
eleven  sail  of  the  line  would  have  been  un- 
equal at  that  period,  to  stop  the  progress  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  defective  French  line  of 
battleships,  ill  manned  and  equipped,  crowd- 
ed with  troops,  and  charged  with  a  convoy 
of  near  400  sail  of  ill  provided  vessels,  some 
of  them  with  hardly  a  second  sail  to  bend. 
Indeed  the  recent  achievement  of  Sir  James 
Saumarez  in  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar  is  Ireali 
in  the  memory  of  every  one. 

With  respect  to  the  part  which  the  board 
of  Admiralty  had  in  this  transaction,  i^ 
certainly  might  have  sent  a  reinforcement 
to  Lord  St.  Vincent  at  an  earlier  period  than 
it  did,  considering  the  importance  of  cer- 
tainly and  etfectually  counteracting  the  de- 
signs of  the  enemy  in  the  Mediterranean. 
The  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  several  of  their  large  ships  by  Lord 
Duncan  in  the  preceding  October,  had  con- 
siderably increased  our  disposeable  force, 
and  many  ships  of  the  line  v/ere  suffered  to 
remain  uncommissioned  in  our  ports,  which 
might  have  been  added  to  pur  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean, 

Of  such  importance  was  it  to  foil  this  last 
and  greatest  of  the  French  expeditions  dur- 
ing the  late  warj  so  long  in  preparing,  sd 
formidable  in  its  nature,  and  so  apparently 
vast  in  its  design,  that  no  effort  should  have 
been  left  tin  tried  by  the  minister  pr  his  ad- 
miral to  eiTect  it. 

Our  letting  the  French  escape  on  their 
expedition  to  Bantry  Bay,  and  from  Brest 
to  the  Mediterranean  and  back  again,  were 
bad  samples  of  our  naval  exertion  j  but  the 
allowing  Buonaparte  with  his  immense  and 
ill  appointed  armada,  to  reach  Egypt  with- 
out interruption,  after  capturing  the  hitherto 
considered  impregnable  fortress  of  La  Va- 
letta  and  the  island  of  Malta,  in  defiance  of 
our  navy,  then  omnipotent,  was  v.orse  than 
all  5  nothing,  in  short,  appeared  v^anting  to 
crown  the  triumph  of  the  French  and  to 
complete  the  disgrace  of  our  then  omnipo- 
tent navy  or  rather  of  its  rulers,  but  the  safe 
return  c:-\  tht-  French  fleet  to  Toulon  ;  a  cir- 
cumstance, which  had  Admiral  Bruix  been 
allowed  to  act  as  he  proposed;,  v/oiald  ^e^- 
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<ainly  have  taken  plnre  abont  the  time  Loril 
Nelson  reached  the  coast  of  Egypt  the  se- 
cond lime. 


THE    NAVY. 

StR, — T  cannot  suffer  the  miserahle  at- 
tempt which  was  yesterday  made  to  justify 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
by  that  blreling  and  contemptible  time-scrvh^g 
paper  called  the  "  Times,"  to  go  abroad  to 
the  public  without  making  some  observa- 
tioHS  thereon. — I  shall  therefore,  state  my 
ideas  in  support  of  your  correspondent 
L.  M  ,  and  I  most  solemnly  declare,  that  T 
will  not  advance  one  observation  that  I 
could  not  justify  before  any  tribunal  what- 
ever.— Sir,  in  the  first  place,  the  sapient  par- 
tizans  of  the  present  Admiralty  attach  the 
credit  to  Earl  Spencer  for  his  recommenda- 
tion with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  ship- 
wrights'apprentices  ;  although  I  cannot  en- 
tirely approve  of  his  plan,  still  I  condemn 
ten  times,  nay,  an  hundred  times  more,  the 
mode  which  our  present  wise  ruhrs  have 
adopted.  Sir,  their  plan  (as  was  observed 
in  your  Register  on  Saturday  last)  is  preg- 
nant with  the  most  destructive  consequen- 
ces, it  is  considered  by  every  person,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  of  the  trade,  as  an 
extremely  unwise  measure,  a  measure  which 
if  pursued,  will  ultimately  ruin  a  profession, 
upon  the  prosperity  of  which,  our  very 
existence  as  a  nation  depends.  Even  those 
very  men  to  whom  servants  have  been 
given,  so  far  from  being  grateful,  for  that 
which  the  Admiralty  conceive  an  C7icourage- 
merit  and  reward  for  past  services,  are  (I  have 
every  reason  to  believe)  equally  dissatisfied. 
— The  boys  that  are  now  brought  into  the 
service  are  of  the  lowest  education,  or  more 
properly  speaking  of  no  education  at  all, 
and  therefore,  cannot  possibly,  nor  will  they 
ever  have  an  idea  beyond  the  laborious  part. 
The  instructors  of  them  (for  by  that  appel- 
lation the  people  are  known  who  receive 
two-thirds  of  their  wages)  have  likewise  lost 
all  their  zeal  to  teach  them  the  common  du- 
ties of  their  trade,  and  it  now  appears  a  mat- 
ter of  perfect  inditTerence  to  both,  the  one 
whether  he  shall  take  any  trouble  to  in- 
.struct,  and  the  other  to  learn.  And,  now 
Sir,  let  us  enquire  who  were  ihe  wise  pro- 
jectors of  such  a  wise  plan.  It  certainly 
could  not  have  originated  with  the  surveyors 
of  the  navy,  that  is  impossible  I  for  ihey 
have  not  been  more  than  forty  or  _;f/7v  years 
in  the  service,  and  therefore  they  cannot  be 
supposed  capable  of  giving  an  opinion  after 
so  lit  iie  experience!!!  No  Sir,  it  first  oc- 
curred to  mf'n  who  have  been  to  sea  nearly 
the  v.'h'jlc  of  ih'*ir  lives,   (and  ',vho  hv  the 
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bye  have  evinced,  in  many  instances,  a  very 
Contracted  idea  of  the  duties  of  the  civil  de- 
partment,) 1  mean  the  triumvirate  at  theAd- 
miralty,  and  the  sagacious  Mr.  Commissioner 
Tucker  :  these  are  the  men  who  possess  such 
^vondcrful  knowledge,  and  who  are  so  ca- 
pable of  henefuiing  the  country,  by  revolu- 
tionizing the  civil  department  of  the  navy  -. 
these  are  the  men  who  arc  so  immaculate  as 
to  be  above  all  advice  i  !  And  therefore  the 
surveyors  were  put  on  the  shelf,  as  mere 
non-entities.  And  in  order  to  save  the  na- 
tion a  few  pounds  a  year  by  putting  a  stop 
to  \\\Q frauds  (as  they  are  pleased  to  express 
themselves,  and  which  are  magnified  to  an 
extent  beyond  any  thing  that  ever  existed,) 
they  will  strike  the  very  vitals  of  a  profes- 
sion of  the  utmost  importance. — It  is  like- 
wise with  confidence  asserted,  by  the  tools 
of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  that  the  Dock  Yards 
are  full  of  stores,  and  further  state,  that  had 
there  been  any  wants,  it  must  have  been 
th-e  fault  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  not  the 
Admiralty,  as  the  keeping  up  the  compli- 
ment of  stores  particularly  relate  to  them. 

A  most  impudent  falsehood,  for  I  positive- 
ly atSrm,  that  with  regard  to  the  article  of 
tiniL>LT  the  utmost  scarcity  prevails,  except- 
ing in  Chatham  yard,  where  I  believe  there 
is  more  timber  than  in  all  the  other  yards 
put  together.  So  far  from  any  blame  being 
attached  to  the  Navy  Board,  I  am  persuaded 
that  had  they havebeen  left  to  themselves,  the 
many,  very  many  grievances  now  complained 
of  would  never  have  existed.  But  Sir,  the 
Navy  Board  have  long  since  lost  .'/'c7V  au- 
thority, in  the  opinion  of  the  Admiralty  they 
are  now  mere  cyphers,  and  into  sucli  a  de- 
graded state  have  they  fallen,  that  they  dare 
not  venture  to  give  an  order  however  trivial, 
without  consulting  their  imrelenting  supe- 
riors; and  if  they  should  presume  to  offer 
their  advice,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  that  they 
are  insulted.  So  much  for  the  Navy  Board, 
a  board  that  was  once  considered  of  tlie  first 
importance,  a  board  whom  former  Admiral- 
ties hcive  deigjied  to  consult:  and  Sir,  it  is 
with  pain  I  must  state  my  belief,  that  if  the 
present  Admiralty  retain  their  situation,  they 
will  continue  to  fail,  till  at  last  the  name  of 
the  Navy  Board  will  no  longer  be  known. 
Unless  it  should  happen  that  either  Sir  Tbo' 
mas  Troubridgs  or  Captain  Markham  should 
succeed  to  the  comptroUership,  then  what  a 
mighty  change  will  take  place,  then  will 
they  once  more  shine  forth  in  all  their 
splendour,  then  will  they  regain  their  wont- 
ed   consequence.' With    regard    to    the 

ship  carpenters  being  employed  in  the  Dock 
yards,  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded  that  no 
consideration  would  have  induced  the  Ad- 
miialty  to  have  resorted  to  ilicir  services, 
E  e  2 
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had  tliey  not  hnve  been  a'.-u)i,tcly  wanted 
in  consequence  of  the  deliciency  of  ship- 
wrights; and  therefore  they  wisely  mnkf  a 
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mrrit    of    necessity. — Ir    is  said,    tli;i;    not    a 
shipwright  who  was  cnpab'e  of  working  was 
dischavgrd  at  the  visitation  of  >he  Admiralty, 
this  Sir,   I  believe  is  very  true,  for  tlie  yards 
in    general    were   then    likcwi'^e   verv    con- 
siderably short  of  the   intended  f'eacs  esta- 
blishment,  the   discharges  which   your   cor- 
respondent   alludes    to,    were    those    ^^■hich 
took  piace  in  May  JSOi,  as  ob'^erved  in  p:^.ge 
120  in   thr.  5\h  '\o   ct    the   3d  \'olurne   of 
yonr  Rtgister.  — r  111    Sir,    ih.e   circi.in;'^tance 
of   the  Kh^tory   seems    to    be    their    rallymg 
point,  on  her  it  apne/irs  ihcv  !iave  placed  all 
tiicir  hopes  of  retiitaiion,    a;'.d    m  ihe   deli- 
rium   of   their  joy,     they    call   you    a   lime 
calunnuator,  and  sn  nttcrer  nf  fahtbooJs,  and 
in  order  to  make  yonr  assertion  appear  more 
glaring  they  further  assure  the  public  that  ?:o 
exertion  Avas  made    u^e   ot   beyond  ivVcU  was 
given   to    other   s!ii[)s.      Ne\trwas    there  a 
more   ir.famous   false'aood  advanced,   for   I 
have  every  reason    to  suppose,    (and   I   so- 
lemnly declare   my  firm   conviction    of  the 
truth  of  my  information.)    that   the  Victory 
had   every  preference  w  hich  could  j.'ossibly 
be  g'ven  to  her,  that  the  most  pressing  or- 
ders w  ere  sent  to  hasten  h.er  equ-ipment,  and 
can   there  be  a  stronger   proof  of  it,   than 
their     keeping     ships     in     commission    an 
unusual  length   of  time   in  order  that  their 
crews  n'dglu  be  employed  nw  board  her,  and 
]ikev,'i-,e,   from   their    talving    the   fH:ns:o::ers 
Irum    the  blocks  and  hiilhs,   as   observed   by 
your  coirespondent    L.  M.  5   could  they  Sir, 
evince  a  more  striking  proof  of  tjieir  anxiety 
to   get    her   to   s^ea  ?   Most   indubitably 'not. 
Bnt  notwithstanding  all    their  exertions  slie 
Would  still  have  been    in  Long  Reach,   had 
she  not  have  been  nearly  n^.anned,  owing  to 
a!;    untore^een    acc'uu7it,    (unforeseen  by  our 
present  vjisc  rulers    at   ilie   Admh-alty.)    by 
h  r  receiving  the  crew  of  the  VLrccbt  of  64 
g  nis,  one  of  the  ships  fitted  shire  the  King's 
message  of  the  8th  March,  and  since  uiifiticd 
f.-r  sea  by  a  gale  of  wind,  in  consequence  of 
th'"  defective   stale   in  which   she  was   sent 
out,   10   fulfil  llie  boasted  vaunt  of  our -ztv// 
vifjrmcd  minister;  who  '•  '^.vould  rather  risk 
"  the  imputation  of  having  uttered  unguarded 
"  Ia/'gut:ge  than  have  a7!}j  improper  insinuation, 
"  ihrtwii    out    cgaimt   the  present    hjard    qf 
"  AdmlraUy!!!" — -^ud   now  Sir,  h.iving 
taken   a    view   of  eveiy  part    that   was  ad- 
vance-! by  those  z,edhnis pcrti:zans oi  the  j'.Vt- 
irici.s   Iriuviviraic   at   the  Admiralty,    1    v.  ill 
only  ask  them,  their  reasons  whv,  when  they 
!ook  up  their  pens,  they  did   not  attempt  to 
vefuie  the  as^enion!:  that  were  adduced   by 


your  correspondent;  I  allude  to  those  which 
rel?ffe  to  the  men  being  obliged  to  sleep 
night  after  night  on  the  decks  withou»  beds 
and  blankets e  although  the  Dock  Yards,  (as 
they  are  pleased  to  say,)  StvefuII  of  stores  of 
every  description  ;  and  to  the  circt^mstance 
of  the  strange  contradictory  proceedings 
Avith  regard  to  the  Unicorn  frigate,  and  to 
their  rescindinjr  their  own  ivell  digested  or- 
ders?  No,  Sir,  they  wisely  thought  that  the 
least  said  on  those  subjects  the  better,  and 
thertfore  they  prudently  remained  silent. — = 
Nor  did  they  advance  ever  one  solitary  as- 
sertion in  support  of  the  arguments  of  their 
friend  and  pairon,  Captain  INIarkham,  who 
within  the  walls  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel 
proclaimed  the  French  navj',  Jishivg  boats, 
and  who  modestly  attributed  the  force  we 
have  now  nbroad,  to  the  prudent  and  ex- 
irennly  iy;'.fi' exertions  of  himself  and  ccl- 
ledg::es. — I  will  conclude  by  advising  those 
base  birilings,  who  dare  to'call  your  publica- 
tion a  cj'jA.;^//;' (^  //'«,  to  be  in  future  less 
forward  in  llieir  fulsome  panegyrics,  and 
never  again  attempt  to  vindicate  the  conduct 
of  a  set  of  men,  whose  measures  have  been 
and  will  contirjue  to  be  lunuise  and  inconsis- 
tent in  the  extreme  ;  for  in  their  attempt  to 
justify,  they  only  expose,  and,  by  every 
effort  to  extricate  themselves,  only  get  deep- 
er and  deeper  in  the  mire. Yours,  &:c. 

7th  May,l'im.  Veritas, 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 
Decl  A  Ti  A  T  J  o K  of  Franee,  relative  fo  ike  rup- 
ture I'/uh  England,  addressed  to  Lord  Wbit- 
ivcrtb  tbe  day  after  be  left  Paris,  and  com- 
vuniicatcd  by  tbe  ConnselLr  of  State  to  tbs 
Conservative  Senate  of  the  French  B.epublic, 
as  the  fnrval  Manfesto  of  tbe  French  Go- 
T ■.■-,■•;;.•;  nt,  en  tbe  23/i  Floreai,  I'ear  ]  1,  thai 
;■>,  1-lth  of  May,  J  803. 
Li  the  im.portant  and  serious  situations  \\\ 
which  the  two  nations  are  involved,  the  un- 
dersigned Minister  for  the  Foreign  Depart- 
ment of  ;h.e  French  Republic  has  orders  to 
deliver  to  the  British  Governrnent  the  fol- 
lowing note  : 

"  On  the  17th  Ventose  (March  8),  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  made  a  communication  to 
Parliament  by  a  special  message,  that  for- 
midable armaments  were  preparing  in  the 
ports  of  FraiiLc  and  Holland  ;  and  that  im- 
portant discussions,  of  an  uncertain  event, 
di\ided  the  two  governiVitnts. 

That  unexpected  ai,d  extraordinary  de- 
claration excited  general  astonishment.  The 
maritime  situation  of  France  was  open.  All 
Europe  knew  that  t!;''re  was  no  formidable 
armament  either  :r.  the  ports  oi' France  or  of 
Hollaiid. 
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The  undersigned  need  not  to  recall  to  liis 
Kxcellency  Lord  Wliitworth's  rcmembranre 
what  was  said  at  that  time.  The  source  of 
such  intelligence  was  inexplicable,  as  it  was 
without  any  foundation.  The  personal  dis- 
cernment of  Lord  Whitworih,  and  the 
loyalty  of  his  character,  are  not  for  a  moment 
to  be  suspected. 

Tiie  assertion  that  France  was  making 
hostile  armaments  was  a  manife-t  supposi- 
tion, and  could  not  deceive  any  person.  Its 
natural  effect  was  to  induce  an  opinion  that 
it  was  only  the  means  sought  after  by  men 
remarkable  for  their  love  of  disturbance, 
and  who  sought  with  avidity  a  pretext  for 
exciting  trouble,  and  inflaming  the  prissions 
cf  ihe  British  people,  to  create  jealousy,  ha- 
tred and  alarm. 

As  to  the  English  government,  though  it 
might  by  false  reports  be  led  into  error  with 
regard  to  the  existence  of  armaments,  it 
could  not  be  so  with  regard  to  the  existence 
of  negotiations. 

The  Ambassador  of  the  Republic  at  Lon- 
don was  no  sooner  informed  of  the  message 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  than  astonished  at 
hearing  of  negotiations  of  which  he  had  not 
any  knowledge,  he  went  to  Lord  Hawkcs- 
bury,  suspecting  that  an  appeal  to  arms, 
founded  upon  flilse  suppo-iitions,  might  be  a 
cover  for  the  project  of  violating  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  with  regard  to  the  clauses  not 
yet  executed  ;  and  presented  on  the  lC)th 
Ventose  (Feb.  20),  a  note  demanding  an 
explanation. 

At  the  same  time,  the  undersigned  had 
orders  to  ask  of  his  Excellency  Lord  Whit- 
worth,  what  motives  could  determine  his 
government  to  use  in  the  message  two  asser- 
tions, both  equally  false,  in  order  to  arm 
the  nation,  and  break  its  connexion  with 
France, 

His  Excellency  T;Ord  Hawkesbury  return- 
ed on  the  24th  Ventose  (jNLirch  15,)  a 
vague,  aggressive,  and  positive  note  :  that 
note,  f:ir  from  clearing  up  any  point,  involved 
the  matters  in  discussion  in  greater  obscu- 
rity.— It  left  little  means  of  opening  discus 
sion,  and  still  less  of  bringing  it  to  a  happy 
termination. 

The  answer  of  the  P'rench  Government 
of  the  8th  Germinal  (March  29.)  was  as  mo- 
derate and  pacific  as  that  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment liad  been  hostile. 

The  First  Consul  declared,  that  he  would 
not  accept  the  warlike  challenge  of  Eng- 
land :  that  he  would  avoid  weighing  the 
expressions  in  that  hostile  sense  in  which 
they  might  be  taken  ;  and  that,  in  short,  he 
would  not  believe  that  his  Britannic  ?/Ii!jesty 
would  violate  the  ?acredncss  of  a  treaty,  on 
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which  the  safely  of  all  nations  depends. 
That  declaration,  iKade  by  order  of  the 
First  Consul,  brought  forth  a  new  note  of 
17th  Germinal  (April  /),  in  which  the 
French  Government  was  surprised  to  find 
an  indeterminate  demand  of  satisfictions 
addressed  to  it, — The  vague  manner  of  that 
demand,  made  without  motive  and  without 
object,  only  shewed  the  impropiicty  of  its 
meaning. 

The  intention,  evident  from  that  note, 
was  the  violation  of  tho  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
by  refusing  to  evacuate  Malta.  They  seern- 
ed  to  be  flattered  with  the  hope  that  the 
French  people  would  consent  to  give  satis- 
faction, for  two  supposed  facts,  on  the  al- 
leging of  which  they  had  perhnps  them- 
selves a  right  to  demand  satisfaction. 

In  transmitting  lliat  communication.  Lord 
Whitworth  demanded,  that  an  arrangement 
should  be  immediately  made  upon  the  basis 
already  explained  ;  and  he  eve;i  insinuated, 
that  in  case  that  was  not  done,  he  was  afraid 
he  sliouid  have  orders  from  his  government 
very  soon  to  leave  France,  and  put  an  end  to 
his  embassy. 

What  could  the  government  of  the  Re- 
public answer  to  sucli  rude  and  strange 
overtures  ?  Nothing  but  a  great  love  of  peace 
could  subdue  indignation. 

To  determine  upon  a  calm  and  cool  deci- 
sion, which  might  give  tiine  for  reason  and 
justice  to  subdue  passion,  it  was  necessary  to 
be  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the 
numerous  victims  of  the  quarrels  between 
governments  have  no  share  in  those  insulti* 
which  create  their  anger;  that  the  thoi:- 
sands  of. brave  citizens,  who,  through  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  their  country,  shed  their 
blood,  have  no  desire  to  ollvnd  a  reighbour- 
ing  and  powerful  people;  and  that  they 
have  no  interest  in  the  proud  and  vain  pre- 
tensions of  supremacy.  It  is  not  only  ne- 
cessary to  be  impressed  with  these  ideas,  but 
to  be  entirely  governed  by  them. 

His  Excellency,  Lord  Whitworih,  con- 
sented to  write  to  his  Court,  that  the  First 
Consul  v^'ould  not  agree  to  the  violation  of  ;i 
solenin  treaty,  but  that  he  wished  for  peace, 
and  that  if  the  E>;gli^h  government  desired 
a  convention,  in  order  to  settle  thenrrange- 
m.ents  which  were  not  included  in  the  Trea- 
ty of  Amiens,  he  would  nor  object  to  it  ; 
and  that  the  object  of  that  convention  would 
be  to  redress  reciprocal  grievance's. 

These  intentions  were  moderate  atjd  juft. 
It  would  have  been  ditncult  to  propose  a 
negotiation  on  a  more  liberal  ground.  It 
is  not  foreign  to  the  purpose  here  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  was  SIX  weeks  after  the  mes- 
sage in  which  a  negotiation  of  a  serious  na- 
E,e  3 
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ture  had  been  announced  :  and  that  the  mi- 
lusters  of  the  twogcvernmcnls  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  begin  a  real  negotiation. 

Lord  Whifv/orth  received  fresh  orders ; 
he  presented  successively  two  projets  cf  con- 
tention. 

Ky  the  1st  it  wag  proposed,  (hat  Malta 
should  ren>ain  under  the  dominion  of  the 
King  of  England  i  and  that  clause  agreed 
to,  his  Britannic  Majesty  offered  to  acknow- 
ledge all  that  had  been  done  in  Europe  pos- 
terior to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

I'he  King  of  England  promised,  besides, 
to  take  measures,  so  that  those  men,  ivho 
in  dil^erent  parts  of  England  laid  plots 
against  Erance,  should  be  effectually  sup- 
pressed. 

The  undersigned  had  the  hono\ir  of  ob- 
serving to  his  Excellency,  Lord  Whitworlh, 
that  ti\e  first  projet  of  convention  was  a 
palpable  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  overturned  the  basis  of  the  negotiation 
which  his  Excellency  had  undertaken  to 
present  to  his  Court.  That,  as  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment offered  by  his  Majesty,  there 
were  no  objects  to  which  that  could  apply  3 
that  there  had  been  no  changes  in  Europe 
posterior  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  except 
the  organization  of  the  Empire,  to  which 
the  King  of  England  had  assented  as  Elec- 
tor of  Hanover,  which  was  not,  indeed,  any 
more  than  a  necessary  consequence  of  the 
Treaty  of  Luneville,  long  anterior  to  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens. 

That  the  events  relative  to  the  political 
existence  cf  Piedmont,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Etruria,  and  of  the  Italian  and  Ligurian 
Hepublics,  were  previous  to  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens  j  and  that  in  the  negotiation  of  that 
treaty,  France  had  wished  England  to  ac- 
knowledge those  three  powers  j  but  as  they 
could  neither  agree  upon  that  point,  nor 
upon  the  affairs  of  Irfdia,  with  regard  to 
the  destruction  of  some  of  the  leading 
powers,  and  the  unexampled  acquisitions  of 
the  English  in  that  country,  it  remained  to 
be  considered,  as  they  did  not  constitute  a 
part  of  the  Preliminary  Articles,  nor  of  the 
fundamental  object  of  the  pacilication  of 
the  two  States.  The  undersigned  observed, 
that  the  P'rench  Government  neither  de- 
manded acknowledgment  nor  approbation 
en  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 

The  undersigned  added,  that,  as  to  the 
Bnlavian  Republic,  it  had  been  acknoAv- 
Icdged  by  the  King  of  England,  as  he  had 
treated  with  it;  and  that,  by  the  treaties 
existing  between  that  country  and  PVance, 
th.e  rear  guard  of  French  troops  was  to  be 
•withdrawn  on  the  entire  falhlment  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens. 

As  to  the  criminal  refugees  in  London,  or 
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in  Jersey,  where  they  gave  themselves  up  to 
all  those  perverse  practices,  far  from  being 
suppressed,  they  were  pentioned,  and  well 
treated  by  England  ;  and  the  French  Go- 
vernment thought,  that,  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  no  importance  should  be 
given  to  that  subject. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitwonh  propos- 
ed a  second  projet,  in  which  England  de- 
manded, that  the  Civil  Government  of  Mal- 
ta being  left  to  the  Grand  Master,  the  Bri- 
tish garrisons  should  continue  to  occupy  the 
fortifications  of  the  Island.  That  proposi- 
tion was  impracticable  and  tiresom.e  ;  and, 
ns  the  first  projet,  it  was  contrary  to  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  consequently  to  the 
basis  of  the  treaty  acceded  to  by  the  First 
Consul  ;  it  iiad,  besides,  the  insurmountable 
inconveniency  of  placing  all  the  Knights  of 
the  Order  belonging  to  the  different  powers 
of  Piuropc  unvier  the  authority  and  arbitrary 
gOTernment  of  one  3  it  was,  in  fact,  in  itself, 
an  insult  to  the  honour  and  religion  of  ih& 
Order,  bound  by  every  tie  to  the  honour  and 
religion  of  all  Europe. 

I'hus  in  all  the  progress  of  the  negotia- 
tion, the  Government  of  the  Republic  could 
not  but  see,  that  the  linglish  Government 
had  only  one  view  and  one  will— that  of 
not  fulfilling  the  Treaty  of  Aniiens,  and  to 
preserve  Malta,  for  the  only  reason  that 
Malta  suited  lier ;  and  she  called  that  acqui- 
sition a  s!/fflcieni  guarantee. 

Bat  where  is  the  power  of  Europe,  even 
were  it  ready  to  acknowledge  its  inferiority, 
which  would  submit  to  the  will  of  another, 
v/ithout  even  a  discussion  of  its  rights,  and 
without  an  appeal  to  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice ?  Where  is  the  power  which,  placed  as 
France  has  been  during  that  discussion, 
would  have  submitted  to  conditions  dictated 
at  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation, 
and  rather  announced  by  the  noise  and  me- 
nace of  war,  and  the  preparations  for  hosti- 
lities, than  proposed  as  the  means  of  bring- 
ing the  two  States  to  a  reconciliation. 

In  a  case  somewhat  similar  to  the  present, 
3  feeble  nation,  not  feeble  by  want  of  cou- 
rage, but  by  its  extent  and  population,  dared 
to  brave  the  English  power  in  its  capital— 
to  expose  the  liabitation  of  its  Kings — en- 
danger its  magazines,  and  the  fruits  of  ac- 
cumulated industry  during  100  years  of 
peace  and  economy — rather  than  subscribe 
to  the  unjust  proposals  then  made  to  them, 
as  they  are  to  us  to-day,  under  the  idea  of 
the  convenience  of  England,  and  supported 
by  a  forcible  argument — Brave  men  perish- 
ed— the  Danish  colonies  \\ere  invaded,  but, 
however  unequal  was  the  contest,  honour 
left  that  generous  nation  no  choice  of  the 
party  which  it  had  to  embrace. 
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In  the  present  discussion,  policy  and  ho- 
nour speaks  the  same  language.  If  the  Bri- 
tish Government  has  the  power  to  conform 
or  not  to  its  own  engagements — If  it  can  in 
the  treaties  which  it  has  made  distinguish 
between  the  spirit  and  the  letter-^If  one 
admits  those  mental  restrictions  as  so  many 
authorised  restrictions — if  the  conveniencies 
of  England  are  the  meaning  of  political 
conventions — what  will  not  the  concessions 
be  that  it  will  not  hope  to  extort  success- 
fully from  the  weakness  of  France  ?  What 
will  be  the  measure  of  the  sacritices  and  hu- 
miliation which  she  will  undertake  to  im- 
pose? To-day  the  conveniency  of  England 
requires  a  guarantee  against  France,  and 
she  keeps  Malta  !  Formerly  the  conveniency 
of  England  wanted  a  guarantee  against 
France,  and  she  destroyed  Dunkirk,  and  an 
Englibh  Commissary  gave  laws  in  a  country, 
while  the  colours  of  France  hung  waving 
in  the  air  !  To-morrow  English  conveniency 
will  demand  a  guarantee  against  the  pro- 
gress of  French  industry,  and  a  tarif  will  be 
made  to  stop  the  progress  of  couitncrce,  to- 
gether with  our  industry. 

If  we  repair  our  harbours — if  we  con- 
struct a  canal — if,  by  means  of  encourage- 
ment, we  re-establish  our  manufactures — 
we  shall  be  ordered  to  destroy  our  harbours, 
and  demolish  our  moles,  our  canals  filled 
up,  and, our  manufactures  ruined.  They 
will  demand  the  poverty  of  Fr.^nce,  and  that 
it  lays  down  its  arms  in  order  to  conform  to 
the  conveniencies  of  England,  and  afford  a 
iiijfidcnt  guarantee  to  its  Government. 

Whether  one  considers  the  principles,  or 
examines  the  consequences,  one  is  equally 
struck  with  the  injustice  and  disgrace  of 
these  pretensions.  It  may  be  asked,  if 
they  were  submitted  to  an  English  Jury, 
v/ould  it  hesitate  to  condemn  them  unani- 
mously f 

The  Government  of  the  Republic  has  a 
right  to  be  astonished,  that  the  British  Mi- 
nistry could  believe  itself  authorised  to  im- 
pute to  it  such  a  degree  of  abasement.  How 
could  they  conceive  that' the  actual  Go- 
vernment of  France  would  lose  in  stupid 
repose  both  the  memory  of  all  that  it  has 
done,  and  the  consciousness  of  all  its 
duties  ? 

Our  provinces,  are  they  less  extended, 
less  populous  ?  Are  we  no  longer  the  same 
men  that  have  sacrificed  every  thing  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  just  interests?  And  if 
after  our  success  we  have  shewn  the  greatest 
moderation,  to  what  otlier  cause  can  that 
moderation  be  imputed,  if  not  to  the  justice 
of  our  rights  and  the  consciousness  of  our 
strength?  The  undersigned,  in  making 
these     observatisas     to    lord    V/iiitworih, 
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thinks  himself  entitled  to  point  out,  that  thu 
moderate  conduct  of  the  whole  French  Ad- 
mitiistration,  during  two  whole  months  of 
otfensive  provocations,  and  in  spite  of  the 
deep  impressions  it  felt  from  them,  ought  to 
make  him  appreciate  the  true  character  of 
the  French  Government.  Nevertheless,  it 
is  when  by  its  profound  silence  upon  repeat- 
ed insults,  the  Government  of  the  French 
Republic  had  waited  in  expectation  of  hav- 
ing some  reparation,  or  at  least  differences 
terminated;  when,  avoiding  to  prejudge 
the  final  result  which  alTairs  might  take,  it 
evinced  the  attention  and  wish  only  of  con- 
sidering the  means  which  might  be  proposed 
to  conciliate  and  satisfy  the  British  Govern- 
ment ;  it  was  then  that  verhally,  and  with- 
out wishing  to  consent  to  give  any  written 
declaration,  his  Excellency  Lord  Whitworlh 
delivered,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  his 
Government,  on  the  6th  Floreal  (April 
26),  to  t!ie  undersigned  the  following  de- 
mands :  — 

That  England  shall  retain  Malta  for  tea 
years  ; 

That  England  shall  take  possession  of  the 
Island  of  Lampedosa  ; 

That  Holland  shall  be  evacuated  by  the 
French  troops. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth  farther 
declared,  that  these  propositions  formed  the 
ultimatum  of  his  Court,  and  that  upon  re- 
fusal to  accept  them,  his  Excellency  had  or- 
ders to  quit  Paris  in  the  course  of  seven  days 
afterwards. 

The  undersigned  dare  say,  that  there  is 
no  example  oa  record  of  so  imperious  an 
ultimatum. 

What !  has  war  no  inconveniencies  but 
to  us!  Is  the  English  ^linister  to  judge  the 
French  nation  so  we;;k,  that  at  a  moment 
when  he  agitates  it  by  the  most  important 
deliberations,  he  does  not  think  himself 
bound  to  conform,  on  its  account,  to  the 
usages  wdiich  are  observed  by  all  the  Go- 
vernments of  civilized  Europe  ? 

Or,  indeed,  is  it  not  rather  that  tlie  ope- 
ration of  injustice,  which  weighs  upon  the 
conscience  of  the  public  as  well  as  upon 
that  of  ihc  private  man,  !ias  precluded  the 
British  Government  from  signing  the  de- 
mand which  it  had  made  ;  and  which,  by  a 
course  less  decibive,  it  endeavours  to  reserve 
to  itself  in  future  the  means  of  obliterating 
the  traces  of  its  real  claims,  and  some  dny 
to  mislead  opinion  upon  the  origin  of  the 
rupture  ? 

Or,  in  short,  do  the  Ministers  of  his  Bri- 
tannic M.ijesty  knovv  so  imperfectly  the 
ciiaracter  of  the  First  Consul,  as  to  hD,)e,  by 
means  of  provocations,  to  exasperate  or  to 
intinuJate  him,  by  inducing  him  cither  to 
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forget  the  Interests  of  the  nation,  or  to  in- 
stigate him  to  some  overt  acts,  so  as  that 
they  might  alterwardri  in  the  eyes  of  Europe 
misrepresent  the  beginning  of  the  war? 

The  First  Consul,  more  than  any  man 
who  exists,  knows  the  evils  of  war,  because 
more  than  any  other  nsan  he  is  accustomed 
to  its  calculations  and  chances.  He  be 
lievcs  that  in  such  circumstances,  when  the 
iirst  sentiments  of  governments  ought  to  be 
to  calcuhite  upon  the  catastrophes  and  the 
calamities  vvliich  may  be  engendered  in  a 
new  war — he  believes  that  their  first  duty  is 
not  only  not  to  yield  to  motives  of  irrita- 
tion, but  lo  attempt  by  every  way  toexphiin, 
and  to  n;oderate  the  ungovernable  passions 
of  the  people. 

The  undersigned  attending  at  first  a  mo- 
ment to  the  form  of  that  cotnmunication  of 
his  Excellency  Lord  Whitwortb,  begged 
him  to  observe,  that  verbal  and  fugitive 
conversations  were  insufiicient  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  immense  interests,  of  which 
in  ordinary  cases  all  the  motives  are  treated 
of  in  the  Councils  of  Nations,  after  the  most 
niature  deliberation.  In  such  ^^  ouncils,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  nothing  is  con- 
sidered as  indifferent ;  forms,  expressions 
even,  are  weighed,  examined,  discussed, 
appreciated,  and  serve  to  decide  as  well  as 
to  justify  the  party  that  ought  to  be  taken. 

Jf  so  imprudent  and  so  gross  a  violation 
of  all  forms  had  originated  with  the  French, 
what  would  not  have  been  said,  what 
would  not  have  been  written  in  England  ? 
Tliere  is  not  a  speaker  in  either  House  of 
Parliament  who  would  not  have  declared 
that  this  departure  from  the  general  rules 
established  between  nations  in  important 
cases  was  an  outrage  to  the  British  nation. 
In  the  jud.^ment  of  every  body,  an  offence 
Oi  this  nature  would  be  a  motive  suthcient 
f  )r  putting  an  end  to  the  negotiation. 

As  to  the  substance  of  the  iih'nnatum  pro- 
posed, the  undersigned  has  tlie  honour  to 
recal  to  the  recollection  of  L.ord  Wliit- 
worth,  that  he  was  charged  to  declare  to 
him  by  a  Note  delivered  the  12th  Floreal, 
that  the  First  Consul  was  not.  affected  with 
menaces  or  with  abuse,  and  that  he  was 
content  even  to  pass  by  forms,  wliich  every 
other  Government  in  similar  circumstances 
v/ould  have  insistec^  on. 

Tliat  (he  Isle  of  Lampedosa  did  not  be- 
jong  to  France;  tiiat  it  was  under  the  So- 
vereignty of  another  Power;  and  that  as 
to  the  wish  of  his  Piitannic  Majesty  to 
obtain  the  possession  of  it,  the  First  Con- 
sul had  no  right  to  express  in  the  consent 
or  refusal. 

That  the  ir;dependence  of  the  Order  and 
Island  of  Malta  was  the  result  of  a  special 
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article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  that 
therefore  the  First  Consul  cannot  take  any 
!v\v  determination  on  the  subject,  without 
runsuliing  the  other  coniracting  parties,  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  the  Patavian  Piepublic. 
That  (ha  indepmdence  of  the  island  of 
Malta  had  been  guaranteed  by  his  Majesty, 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  that  the  rati- 
fications of  that  guarantee  were  exchangedj 
that  their  Majesties  the  Emperor  of  RussLi 
and  the  King"  of  Prussia,  had  guaranteed  the 
independence  of  the  Order  and  of  the  Island 
of  Malta  ;  that  their  guarantees  had  been 
demanded  by  England  as  well  as  France  j 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  First  Consul  to 
accept  them,  and  that  he  had  accepted 
them;  that  the  First  Consul  could  not 
listen  to  any  proposal  with  respect  to  the 
independence  of  the  Oidcr  and  Island  of 
Malta,  without  first  knowing  the  intentions 
of  the  governments  which  had  guaranteed 
it. 

That  a  small  corps  of  French  troops  were 
at  the  time  o-f  the  message  stationed  in  Hol- 
land, in  virtue  of  a  convention  between  that 
llepublic  and  France,  and  that  the  First 
Consul  had  not  hesitated  to  say  that  he 
should  evacuate  Holland  as  soon  as  the  sti- 
pulations of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  had  been 
carried  into  effect  by  England. 

'I'o  this  note,  which  from  its  stile  and  the 
precision  of  the  motives  alleged,  breathed 
only  equity,  peace,  and  moderation,  Lord 
^^'hit worth  replied,  by  a  peremptory  demand 
of  passports,  and  in  giving  the  information 
tiiat  lie  expected  to  use  them  on  Wednes- 
day, the4ih  of  May,  at  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning, 

P"he  French  Government  deeply  felt  the 
contrast  between  a  determination  so  abso- 
lute, and  that  character  of  urbanity,  justice, 
and  conciliation,  which  in  all  circumstances, 
but  particularly  in  the  last  which  occurred, 
it  had  endeavoured  to  display.  Neverthe-' 
less,  it  thought  a  sacrifice  was  due  to  the 
interest  of  humanity.  It  would  not  aban- 
don all  hopes  of  peace  till  the  last  momiCnt, 
and  the  undersigned  delivered  a  new  note 
to  Lord  VVhitworth,  by  which  France  offer- 
ed to  consent  that  Malta  should  be  given  uj> 
to  the  protection  of  any  of  those  guarantee- 
ing powers,  Austria,  llussia,  or  Prussia. 

I'his  proposal  appeared  to  Lord  Whit- 
worth  himself,  as  if  it  ought  to  satisfy  the 
pretensions  of  the  court;  he  suspended  his 
departure,  and  took  the  note  for  the  purpose 
of  referring  it  to  his  Court. 

In  the  mean-time  the  Ambassador  of  the 
Republic  at  London,  infor.med  of  the  de- 
mand that  Lord  Whitworth  had  made  of 
passports  to  return  to  England,  received  or- 
ders to  hold  himself  iu  readiness  ioi  Lis  ds- 


parture.  He  consequently  demanded  his 
passports,  which  were  immediately  granted 
him.  This  mezzotcniiine  proposed  by  tiie 
French  was  fur  from  tlie  Treaty  of  Amiens; 
but  it  had  the  double  advantage  of  coming 
as  near  as  possible  to  its  spirit,  that  is  to  say, 
to  make  Malta  indcpendtnt  of  both  nations, 
and  at  the  same  time  otfering  that  guarantee 
which  was  so  much  called  for,  and  which 
the  British  ministers  pretended  to  be  the 
only  object  of  their  alarms. 

The  British  government  understood  the 
force  of  these  reasons,  and  the  unhappy  fa- 
tality which  leads  it  now  into  war,  afforded 
it  no  reply  but  a  false  assertion. 

The2Ist  of  this  month  Lord  Whitworth 
delivered  a  note,  in  which  he  stated  that 
Russia  had  refused  what  had  been  demand- 
ed of  her. 

There  were  three  guaranteeing  powders, 
and  if  Russia  had  refused  her  guarantee, 
still  there  remained  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many and  the  King  of  Prussia,  But  how 
could  Russia  have  signified  its  intentions  on 
a  new  proposition  which  had  been  suggested 
only  a  few  days  ?  It  was  in  the  knowledge 
of  England,  that  Russia  and  Prussia  had 
promised  to  guarantee  the  independence  of 
Malta  with  some  slight  modifications,  and 
that  the  French  govcrnrnent  were  anxious 
to  accept  the  guarantee,  and  from  the  con- 
sistency and  fidelity  to  his  engagement, 
which  characterises  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
der, there  was  no  doubt  but  he  would  ac- 
cept the  proposition  which  was  submitted  to 
iiim  :  but  Providence,  which  is  sometimes 
pleased  to  confound  bad  faith,  caused  to  ar- 
rive at  the  same  hour,  at  the  same  instant, 
even  when  Lord  U  hitworth  delivered  his 
rote,  a  Courier  from  Russia,  addressed  to 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  thai  power  at  Paris 
and  at  London,  by  which  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  manifested  with  parti- 
cular energy  the  pain  that  he  had  fcit  at 
hearing  the  resolution  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty to  keep  Malta,  He  renewed  the  assu- 
rances of  his  guarantee,  and  declared,  that 
heaccepted  the  demand  made  of  his  media- 
tion by  the  First  Consul,  if  both  the  powers 
would  accede  to  it.  The  undersigned  with- 
out delay  informed  Lord  Whitworth,  by  a 
note,  of  the  error  into  which  his  Court  liad 
fallen,  not  doubting  that  since  that  was  the 
only  objection  which  had  been  presented, 
that  as  soon  as  that  Court  should  be  inform- 
ed of  the  reiterated  and  positive  assurances 
of  Russia,  she  would  readily  deliver  Malta 
to  one  ot  the  three  guaranteeing  pawcrs. 
What,  then,  must  have  been  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  undersigned,  when  Lord  AVhit- 
worth,  instead  of  entering  into  any  explana- 
tion, or  without  endeavouring  either  to  coa- 
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tradict  or  discuss  the  declarations  which  the 
undersigned  has  made  him,  has  informed 
him  by  a  note  of  the  same  day,  that  by  the 
tenor  of  his  instructions,  he  was  ordered  to 
depart  thirty-six  hours  after  the  delivery  of 
his  last  note,  and  has  renewed  his  demand 
for  passports !  The  undersigned  thercfora 
forwarded  them  to  him  immediately. 

Could  the  English  Ambassador  have  be- 
haved himself  differently  if  the  French  go- 
vernment had  been  besieged  in  a  town  inca- 
ble  of  defence,  and  that  the  question  was 
not  about  the  most  important  interests 
which  the  British  cabinet  has  treated  offer 
more  than  300  years,  but  about  a  simple 
capitulation. 

The  opening  of  the  negotiations  has  been 
preceded  by  armaments  announced  with, 
great  parade.  Every  day,  every  hour,  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  has  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  what  is  this  idiiinatinn  which  is 
presented  to  the  French  government  to  be 
signed  in  24  hours  ?— It  rnust  consent  10 
give  up  an  Island  which  does  not  belong  to 
it  3  it  must  violate,  itself,  to  its  own  disad- 
vantage, a  solemn  treaty,  under  the  pretence 
that  England  wants  some  newsecurily  againsi 
her  ;  it  must  give  up  all  the  respect  due  to 
the  other  contracting  parlies,  in  destroying, 
without  their  consent,  an  article  of  th« 
treaty,  which,  for  their  sake,  had  occupied 
a  considerable  time  in  the  conferences  of 
peace.  It  must  also  be  wanting  in  respect 
for  the  guaranteeing  powers,  in  consenting 
that  an  island  which  they  have  wished  to 
be  independent,  shall  remain  ten  years  under 
the  authority  of  the  British  C  rown.  That  \l 
is  to  lake  from  the  Order  of  Malta  the 
sovereignty  of  that  state  which  has  been  re- 
stored to  it,  and  that  this  sovereignty  is  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  inhabitants:  that  bj 
this  spoliation  it  is  to  offend  all  the  powers 
which  liave  acknowledged  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Order,  which  have  guaranteed 
i%  and  which,  in  the  arrangement  of  Ger- 
many, have  secured  its  indemnities  for  the 
losses  which  it  has  experienced. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  this  ultimatum, 
whi«ii  presents  a  series  of  pretensions  always 
increasing,  in  proportion  to  the  moderation 
which  the  government  of  the  f^epublic  has 
shewn.  At  Mrst  England  consented  to  the 
preservation  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  and  only 
wished  to  subject  the  Order  and  its  posses- 
sions to  the  British  authority. — To  day,  and 
for  the  first  lime,  she  demands  the  abolition 
of  the  Order,  and  that  this  must  be  agreed 
to  In  thirty-six  hours. 

But  as  to  the  conditions  prcpo-ied^  were 
they  as  agreeable  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
and  the  interest  of  France  as  they  are  con- 
trary to  them,  the  forin  of  the  demand,  the 
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term  of  06  hours  prescribed  for  ths  Hnswer, 
must  decide  the  determination  of  the  French 
government.  No,  never  will  France  ac- 
knowledge in  any  government  the  right  of 
annulling,  by  a  singli  act  of  its  pleasu'e,  the 
stipulations  of  a  reciprocal  engagement,  if 
it  has  even  permitved  that  in  a  fortn  some- 
what menacing  an  vltiiihitiim  of  seven  days 
to  be  considered,  if  it  hr-  received  another 
vlti?natum  with  :;  term  of  3(5  hoars  annexed 
to  ir,  and  tres.ies  presented  in  a  conclusive 
form  which  were  never  negotiated,  it  could 
have  no  other  object  tlian  to  give  the  British 
government  an  example  of  moderation,  but 
it  can  consent  to  notliing  that  compromises 
its  dignity  or  its  power. 

The  undersigned  is  then  charged  to  de- 
clare to  his  Fxcellency  Lord  Whitworih, 
that  no  communication  which,  both  in  sub- 
stance and  in  form,  does  not  agree  with  the 
usages  observed  among  the  great  powers, 
and  with  the  most  perfect  equality  between 
the  two  states,  can  any  loqger  be  admitted 
in  France;  that  nothing  shall  oblige  the 
French  government  to  dispose  of  countries 
which  do  not  b.",iong  to  it,  and  that  it  never 
will  acknowledge  in  England  the  right  of 
violating,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  the 
treaties  made  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  repeats  the  proposition 
of  giving  up  INialta  to  one  of  the  three  gua- 
ranteeing powers ;  and  as  to  every  other  ob- 
ject, unconnected  with  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  it  renews  its  declaration,  that  the 
FVench  government  is  ready  to  open  a  ne- 
gotiation with  respect  to  them. 

If  the  English  government  shall  give  the 
signal  of  war,  nothing  remains  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Rcjiublic  but  to  confide  in 
the  justice  of  its  cause,  and  in  the  God  of 
armies. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
(Signed)  CH.  m.  talleyrand. 


Message  from   the  First  Co'isid  of  France  to 
the  Legislative  Body,  relative  to  ITar  ivith 
England,  dated  St.  Cloud,  Alav  20,  1S03. 
The    Engliah  Ambassador   has    been    re- 
called; compelled  by  tliis  circumstance,' the 
Ambassador  of  the  Republic  has  quitted  a 
country  where  he  could  no  longer  hear  the 
I.mguage  of  peace. 

In  this  decisive  moment  Government  lays 
before  you,  will  lay  before  France,  and  be- 
fore all  Europe,  its  first  relations  with  the 
British  iVIinistry,  the  negotiations  which 
were  terminated  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  the  new  discussions  which  seem  to  ter- 
minate by  an  absolute  rupture.  The  pre- 
sent age  and  posterity  will  tliere  see  w  hat 
it  has  done  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities 
of  war,  with  wliat  modcraiion  and  wiih 
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what  patience  it  has  laboured  to  prevent  the 
return  of  them. 

Nothing  could  break  the  course  of  the 
projects  fornied  for  rekindling  the  flames  of 
discord  between  the  two  nations.  The 
Treaty  of  Amiens  was  negotiated  amidst 
the  clamours  of  a  party  hostile  to  peace. 
Scarcely  was  it  concluded,  when  it  be- 
came an  object  of  the  bitterest  censure. 
It  was  represented  as  fatal  to  England, 
because  it  was  not  disgraceful  to  France. 
The  seeds  of  uneasiness  were  soon  sown 
and  dangers  were  supposed,  on  which 
uas  established  the  necessity  of  such  a 
state  of  peace,  that  it  was  a  permanent 
signal  for  new  hostilities.  Those  base  mis- 
creants who  had  torn  the  bosom  of  their 
country,  and  v.dio  are  still  destined  to  tear 
it,  were  kept  in  reserve  and  in  pay.  Vain 
calculations  of  hatred  !  The  object  of  it  is 
no  longer,  France  divided  by  factions  and 
agitated  by  storms.  It  is  France  restored 
to  internal  tranquillity,  regenerated  in  her 
administration  and  laws,  ready  to  fall  with 
her  whole  weight  on  the  foreign  nation 
which  shall  dare  to  attack  her,  and  to  unite 
with  the  brigands  which  atrocious  policy 
might  pour  into  her  territories,  to  organize 
in  it  pillage  and  assassination. 

At  length  an  unexpected  Message  sud- 
denly alarmed  England  with  imaginary  ar- 
maments in  France  and  in  Batavia,  and  sup- 
posed important  discussions  which  divided 
the  two  Governments,  while  no  discussion 
of  the  kind  was  known  to  the  French  Go- 
vernment. 

Formidable  preparations  for  arming  were 
then  begun  on  all  the  coasts  and  in  the 
ports  of  Great-Britain.  The  sea  was  cover- 
ed with  ships  of  war,  and  it  was  amidst  this 
preparation  that  the  CaV;inet  of  London  re- 
quired of  France  to  abrogate  a  fundamental 
article  in  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

They  wished,  they  said,  for  new  gua- 
rantees, and  they  disowned  the  sacrednesa 
of  treaties;  the  execution  of  which  is  the 
first  of  guarantees  that  nations  can  give  to 
each  other. 

In  vain  did  France  invoke  that  faith 
which  they  had  sworn  to  maintain  :  in  vain 
did  she  consent  to  wink  at  the  actual  non- 
execution  of  the  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  which  England  pretended  to  pass 
over;  in  vain  did  she  defer  taking  a  defini- 
tive part  until  the  moment  when  Spain  and 
Batavia,  both  contracting  parties,  should 
liave  manifested  their  will ;  in  vain  did  she 
call  for  the  mediation  of  the  powers  which 
had  been  invited  to  guarantee,  and  who,  in- 
deed, have  guaranteed  the  stipulation,  the 
abrogation  of  which  was  demanded.  All 
her  [Jioposals  were  rejected,  and  the  de- 
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mands  of  England  became  more  imperious 
and  more  absolute. 

It  was  not  consistent  with  the  principles 
of  Government  to  yield  to  threats;  it  was 
not  in  its  power  to  make  the  Majesty  of 
the  French  people  bend  under  laws  pre- 
scribed to  it  with  forms  so  haughty  and  so 
novel ;  had  it  done  so,  it  would  have  con- 
secrated to  England  the  right  of  annulling 
by  its  will  alone  all  the  stipulations  by  which 
it  is  bound  towards  France. 

It  would  have  authorized  it  to  require 
from  France  i^ew  guarantees  on  the  least 
alarm  which  it  might  be  pleased  to  suppose, 
and  hence  two  new  principles  which  would 
have  been  placed  in  the  public  right  of 
Great-Britain,  along  wiih  that  by  which  it 
has  disinherited  other  nations  of  the  com- 
mon sovereignty  of  the  seas,  and  subjected 
to  its  laws  and  regulations  the  independence 
of  their  flag. 

Government  has  stopped  at  that  line 
traced  out  to  it  by  its  principles  and  its  duty. 
The  negotiations  have  been  broken  offj  we 
are  ready  to  combat  if  attacked. 

At  any  rate,  we  shall  combat  to  maintain 
the  faith  of  treaties,  and  for  the  honour  of 
the  French  name. 

Had  we  yielded  to  vain  terror,  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  combat  in  order  to 
repel  new  pretentions;  but  we  should  have 
combated,  dishonoured  by  weakness,  de- 
graded in  our  own  eyes,  and  vilified  in  the 
eyes  of  an  enemy,  who  would  have  made  us 
at  once  yield  to  iheir  unjust  pretentions. 

The  nation  will  conhde  in  a  sensation  of 
its  own  strength,  whatever  may  be  the 
wounds  which  the  enemy  may  inflict  where 
we  can  neither  prevent  nor  reach  them. 
The  result  of  this  contest  will  be  such  as 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  justice 
of  our  cause,  and  from  the  courage  of  our 
warriors. 

The  First  Consul,  Buovaparte. 
By  the  First  Coneul, 
The  Secretary  of  State,  H.  B.  Maret. 


Russian  Guarantee. — This  note  is  referred 
to  in  No.  34  of  the  original  Correspondence 
laid  before  the  House  by  Lord  Haiukeshury, 
and  should  have  formed  a  part  of  the  inclosure 
in  that  numhcr.  In  No.  2  of  the  papers 
*'  on  the  Guarantee  of  Russia'  ordered  to  be 
printed  on  the  2()tl)  of'  May,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  T.  GrenviUc,  is  a  reply  to  it  by  Lord 
JIawkesbury.  It  is  to  be  found  among  the 
papers  printed  by  the  First  Consul,  and  has 
been  admitted  to  be  authentic. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Empiie  having  re- 
ceived the  orders  of  the  Emperor  relative  to 
tite  iavitatiofi  made  to  his  hiineiial  Majesty 
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by  the  two  principal  contracting  parties  to 
I  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  to  accede  in  quality 
of  guarantee  to  this  Treaty,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and 
their  restoration  to  the  possession  of  the 
Island  of  Malta  and  its  dependencies,  is  au- 
thorised to  give  to  the  communications  of 
the  22d  of  October  the  following  reply: 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  Ills  accession  to  the  throne,  has  con- 
stantly shewn  so  strong  a  desire  to  seize 
every  opportunity  which  presented  itself  of 
giving  10  the  two  principal  contracting  par- 
lies to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  the  most  un- 
equivocal proofs  of  his  sincere  desire  to  do 
whatever  might  be  agreeable  to  both  of 
them,  and  to  contribute  as  far  as  was  in  his 
power  to  re-establish  and  to  confirm  the 
continuance  of  the  peace  existing  betwixt 
them,  that  it  cannot  now  be  supposed  that 
his  invariable  sentiments  on  this  point  caa 
have  suflered  any  change.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  two  governments  are  too  equitable 
not  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  the  Emperor  to  yield  to  the  de- 
mands made  to  him  in  virtue  of  the  lOth 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which  fixes 
the  future  establishment  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem,  since  it  is,  under  every 
consideration,  impossible  for  his  Imperial 
Majesty  to  accede  as  a  guarantee  to  stipula- 
tions which  are  not  only  contrary  to  wishes 
expressed  relative  to  the  Order,  honoured 
by  the  interest  he  felt  in  their  favour,  and 
the  protection  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
give  them,  but  Vv'hlch  would  be  inconsistent 
with  what  had  been  agreed  upon  anterior  to 
that  treaty  betwixt  his  Imperial  Majesty 
and  one  of  the  two  contracting  powers,  with 
respect  to  the  said  Order,  gnd  relative  to  the 
independence  and  neutrality  of  the  Island  of 
Malta. 

This  consideration,  as  Important  in  Itself, 
as  it  is  necessarily  supported  by  considera- 
tions of  a  different  kind,  has  obliged  the 
Emperor  not  to  accede  to  the  pressing  re- 
quests which  have  been  made  to  him  on  the 
point,  by  the  Court  of  London,  in  spite  of 
the  ardent  desire  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  expressed  on  this 
subject.  The  dispositions,  which  that  Court 
has  manifested  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Emperor,  with  respect  to  the  Order  and 
the  Island  of  Malta,  and  the  readiness  ex- 
pressed by  the  French  government  to  con- 
cert measures  for  promoting  the  same  end, 
have  not  failed  to  be  felt  with  correspond- 
ing sentiments  of  gratitude  by  his  Imperial 
Majesty.  But,  the  obstacle  which  opposed 
his  compliance  with  their  wishes,  was  not 
weakened;  sin:c:  the  public  and  foraKi"  act 
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continued  still  contradictory  to  the  known 
and  expressed  intention  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  it  was  for  this  act  that  his 
guarantee  was  solicited.  Since,  however, 
one  of  the  principal  diflicnlties  is  removed 
by  the  nomination  and  acknowledgment  of 
the  Grand  Master,  his  M.ijesty  the  Empe- 
ror, desirous  of  giving  to  the  contracting 
parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  the  clearest 
proofs  of  his  friendship,  and  wishing  to  omit 
nothing  O.I  his  part  which  can  tend  to  con- 
solidate the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
has  determined  to  propose  to  the  two  go- 
vernments the  only  plan  which,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  can  furnish  the  possibi- 
lity of  waving  the  demand  which  they  have 
mutually  made,  and  this  plan  would  be,  that 
the  two  contracting  powers  should  form  a 
convention  or  some  other  act  su[)plementary 
to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  by  which  the  10th 
article  of  the  said  treaty  relative  to  the  Or- 
der and  the  Island  of  Malta  might  be  mo- 
dified, altered,  and  completed,  with  respect 
to  several  of  its  dispositions,  agreeably  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  first  arrangernent 
agreed  upon  by  his  Imperial  Majesty; 
which  by  this  means  being  fully  and  formal- 
ly re-established,  would  receive  the  same 
sanction  as  the  treaty,  of  which  they  would 
then  form  an  integral  part.  If  the  two  pow- 
ers believed  that  such  a  supplementary  arti- 
cle could  be  agreed  upon,  his  Majesty  the 
Ernperor  would  hasten  to  accede  to  it  in 
quality  of  guarantee,  and  to  share  the  obli- 
gations attached  to  such  a  character,  with 
the  courts  of  Vienna,  Madrid,  Naples,  and 
Berlin.  His  Imperial  Majesty  would  do  this 
the  more  readily,  because  in  complying  with 
the  wishes  of  the  two  powers,  he  would 
only  follow  the  impulse  of  his  own  feelings 
on  this  subject,  from  which  he  is  desirous  of 
giving  them  manifest  and  reiterated  proofs 
of  his  good  will,  by  concurring  in  all  possi- 
ble cases  with  their  wishes. 

The  Chancellor,  by  order  of  the  Emperor, 
that  in  this  affair  no  delay  might  be  suppo- 
sed to  arise  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Rus- 
sia, hastens  to  subjoin  a  projet  of  the  arti- 
cles which  may  serve  as  the  basis  of  a  sup- 
plementary act  alluded  to  above,  in  case  the 
two  powers  should  be  inclined  to  accede 
to  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Empire  in  com- 
municating these  instructions  to  General 
Hedouville,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic,  which  express  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Emperor,  in  answer  to  the  note 
of  the  22d  of  October,  has  the  honour  of  re- 
peating to  him  his  high  consideration. 
(Signed)  c.  Alexander  deworontzoT, 
Si.  Pt::ir:.hurgh,  Nu-vemhcr  12,  1S02. 


(The  foilozving  Puhlk  Tapers  hshtg  im!ierfecty 
ivithout  the  exhlalanntkn  accomfianying  them.,  and 
which  are  translated  from  the  Monitcur^  the  zvholi' 
is  inserted  here  together.) 

Paris,  May.,  i-th,  1S03. — The  Declara- 
tion of  t!ie  King  of  England  has  ap- 
peared. It  is  accompanied  by  a  volume  of 
Papers  of  14-  folio  pages. — This  volume 
contains  72  articles,  amongst  which  ten 
only  are  official,  and  se\  tral  of  tho-e  are 
insignificant.  Sixty-two  arc  extracts  of 
letters  from  ministers  to  their  agents,  and 
from  the  English  agents  to  their  cabinet, 
letters  doubtless  fabricated  by  the  Chancel- 
lerie,  according  to  the  convenience  of  mi- 
nisters.— The  notes,  which  are  most  impor- 
tant, and  the  most  proper  to  inform  the  iCn - 
glish  people  of  the  steps  taken  by  tlic 
French  government,  and  of  the  true  sjiirit 
of  the  negotiation,  have  been  caretully  sup- 
pressed.— And  what  appears  the  last  de- 
gree of  shamelessness,  and  even  of  folly,  is 
that  in  the  note  of  Lord  Wliitvvorth,  dated 
the  loth  of  ?v[av,  printed  in  page  112.  of 
the  Official  Papers  ot  London,  the  mo-t  e  .- 
sential  passage  is  omitted,  through  an  un- 
faithfulness which  could  not  fail  to  be  di.;- 
covered. 

Original  Note    trammitted  hy  the  Englhh  Ambaisadar  to 
the  JMiniitcr  for  Forngn  x-Jffairs, 

PnrJs,  Ally  lo,  1803. 

The  undersigned  AmbassqJor  Extraordinary 
and  Miiii'iter  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Britannic 
Majesry  to  tlie  French  Re[)uhllc,  having  trans- 
miited  to  his  Court  the  proposition  made  to  liim 
by  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  4th 
instant,  nnd  that  piapoiition  havi'ig  been  judged  to 
be  impracticablr,  by  rke  refusal  r,f  his  i^-Jnii\t\  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  to  listen  /5  //,  and  as  faHing,  at  the 
same  t:me,  beloiv  the  ju\l  -pitele'iiiorn  of  bis  Alysly. 

[The  remainder  of  the  note  is  exactly  similar 
to  that  published  in  the  Correspondence  here. 
The  words  marked  in  italics  are  those  which  the 
Moniteur  charges  the  iuigli&h  miniiiter  with  hav- 
ing omitted.] 

This  iniidelity,  committed  to  cover  a  false 
allegation,  which  they  durst  not  support, 
has  given  rise  to  another.  The  English  mi- 
nisters have  in  consequence  omitted  the 
note  transmitted  in  answer  by  Citizen  Tal- 
leyrand on  the  12th  of  May,  which  is  to 
the  following  efiect: 

Pvis,  717;v  13,  1803. 
The  undersignct'i  is  cliargrd  to  inake  known  to 
hi-;  E5(ce!lency  Lord  W'hitworth,  Ambassador 
from  his  Britan:iic  MMJtsty,  that  the  First  Consul 
having  proposed  in  tl'.e  Note  of  the  4th  instant, 
that  ttie  Island  of  Malta  should  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  one  of  the  guaranteeing  powers, 
Russia,  Austria,  or  Pru'isia,  it  does  not  suffice  to 
put  an  end  to  that  proposition,  to  argue  from  the 
refusal  ot  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to 
receive  that  deput,  since  it  siill  remains  to  be 
k  nov/n  what  are  the  iutciuions  of  thfir  Majesties 
the  Emperor  of   Germany  and  King  of  Fiusbia. 
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1  hat   besides   the  a<;';ertion  contaiacd   in   tlie 

Ivotc  ot  his  (LXcelleiK-y,  dated  tlic  lOth  instant, 
and  whicli  is  expressed  in  these  terms — '  ;:y  the 
refusal  of  his  Mrijcsty,  'lie  llln^peror  of  Russia,  to 
accede,  entirely  contraiy  to  tlic  guarnntee  which 
his  Imperial  Majesty  has  lormally  ollered,  under 
tJie  Condition  of  some  slight  changes  which  the 
First  Consul  had  no  difficulty  in  adopting,  and 
which  he  knows  tliat  the  Enj^Iish  ministry  refus- 
ed, doulniess  meditatinn  upon  the  strange  pre- 
tensions  of    keeping   Malta. Moreover,    iliis 

jssenion  is  in  diitct  contr.idiction  to  the  assur- 
ances which  the  First  Consul  has  recei^'ed  fiom 
Pcter.shuigh,  since  the  Message  from  Jiis  Britannic 
P.Idje.sty  was  known,  and  vvhii,ii  has  been  renewed 
by  an  au'hentic  communication,  whicli  the  Count 
iJe  viarcotT  made  yesterday  ot   the  intentions  of 

Jus  Court. From    whe:ce    it  results   that   it  is 

impossible  to  reconcile  the  last  Note,  transmitted 
by  his  Kxccliency  i.ord  WliitwoJih,  witli  the  new 
confirmation  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  dis- 
position of  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and 
he  cannot  refuse  to  believe  that  his  Hritannic  Ma- 
jesty, better  informed,  will  himseit  histen  to  give 
to  his  Excellency  diflircnl  instructions  to  those 
v'hich  he   iias  received  and  comniunicated,   in  the 

name   of    liis    Government. i  he   undersigned 

g'.'izcs  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  his  Excellency 
1-ord  Wiiitworth,  the  assurance  of  his  high  con- 
siiieratiun. 

(Signed)  C.  M.  Tallevr.and. 

.  A)k1  the  English  nation  calls  itself  free, 
and  the  parliament  represent-;  the  nation. — 
We  have  translated  the  whole  veibatini, 
v.hich  will  be  printed  in  this  Journal,  for 
iiothing  ought  to  be  hidden  from  the  French 
people. — It' they  have  had  the  shamelessness 
to  suppress  the  most  important  notes,  and  to 
garble  iho>e  of  which  the  originals  are  in 
li:e  hands  of  our  government,  with  respect 
to  objects  fo  important,  what  confidence 
can  we  place  in  the  recital  of  conversations 
rnade  by  English  agents,  and  turned  by  the 
niinistry  to  suit  its  own  purposes.^ — And 
thus  filly  millions  of  men  are  deli\ered  up 
to  be  slaughtered. — The  giddy  spirit  which 
has  for  two  months  seized  upon  the  English 
government  will  not  allow  it  to  reflect;  it 
doubtless  thitiks  that  we  have  neither  ink  nor 
arms. — But  of  what  importance  to  the  ca- 
binet of  London  is  the  opinion  of  Europe,  or 
t!Kit  of  posterity  }  The  parliament  will  make 
Jts  address,  several  of  the  members  will  be 
led  away  by  false  reports,  and  this  is  ali 
that  (he  English  ministers  desire. -^The  fol- 
lowing decree  was  communicated  on  Mon- 
day, to  the  senate,  the  legislative  body,  and 
the  tribunate^  by  the  oralors  of  govern- 
ment, 

Extuictfrom  the  Rr^rstcr  rf  the  Ddwerathni   of  the  G^j- 

1  i<-nincnt  of  th-  K, puhlic.      M,:v  22,  i5:!o3. 

The  government  of  tlie  Republic  having  heard 
read,  by  ihe  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  ihe  acts 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  dated  the  i6th  of  May, 
and  uiiich  are  to  the  following  efTect . 

(  Then  follow  ijie  orders  of  council  for  an  em- 
bargo, a.i,d  for  the  issuing  of  Letters  of  Marque.) 

HdVHi-^  lieard  read  by  the  Minister  ol  Murine 
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and  Colonies,  a  dispatch  from  the  Maritime  Pre- 
fect of  Brest,  dated  this  day,  announcing  that  two 
English  frigates  having  taken  two  French  mer- 
ciiant  vessels  in  tlie  Eay  of  Audiernc,  without  any 
previous  declarati)!!  ot  war,  and  in  manifest  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nations,  which  dispatch  is  to 
the  Jollowing  e.Qect  : The  day  before  yester- 
day two  English  frigates  captured  two  vessels  in 
the  Bay  of  Audierne;  the  one  was  destined  for 
Quimper,  to  procure  timber  for  I>uilding,  and  tiic 
other  was  laden  w-.th  salt  for  fcc.mp. 

(Signed)  "  CaH'-akelly, 

Maruime  Prefect." 
DECREES. 
Art.  I.  It  is  prescribed  to  all  Commanders  of 
.Squadrons  or  Kaval  Divisions  of  ;he  Republic 
C  iptains  of  its  Ships  and  otJier  Vessels  of  War,  to* 
chase  those  of  tne  King  ot  England,  as  well' .as 
those  VCSS..I,  belonging  .0  his  subjects,  to  attack, 
capture,  and  conduce  theai  into  ihe  ports  of  the 
Republic. 

II.  Commissions  wiH  be  delivered,  in  course,  to 
those  French  Privateers  for  which  they  are  de- 
manded, and  which,  in  the  event  of  ob:aii;in«' 
those  comn;issions,  will  be  rtgulated,  in  c mior- 
mity  with  the  existing  laws  and  regulations,  or 
with  whatever  may  be  made  in  the  mean-time. 

III.  'Vll  the  English  eiirolicd  in  the  .Militia, 
(rom  the  age  of  eighteen  to  sixty,  or  holding  any 
commission  from  his  Biitannic  Majistv,  who  arc 
at  present  in  Fiance,  shall  be  immediately  consti- 
tutfd  prisoners  of  war,  to  anrwcr  for  those  citi,5ei;s 
of  the  lUpublic  wlio  may  have  been  arrested  and 
made  prisoners  by  the  vessels  or  subjects  of  his 
}]rit=!anic  Majesty,  previous  to  any  declaration  of 
wai'. 

IV'.  The  Ministers  are  charged  each  with  what 
concerns  him  with  ihe  execution  of  the  present 
decree,  which  siiall  be  inserted  in  the  Bulletin  of 
Laws. 

The  First  Consul 

(Signed)  BuoNArARTE. 

By  i!ic  First  Consul,  the  Secretary  of  State 
(Signed)  H.  K.  Maret. 

The  English  government  has  ihen  com- 
menced hostilities  by  the  ruin  of  one  or  two 
mi.serable  traders,  who  under  the  faith  of 
treaties  were  peaceably  navigating  on  our 
coasts. — It  has  committed  this  act  of  hosti- 
lity without  a  declaration  of  war,  without 
any  of  the  forms  used  by  polished  na- 
tions and  agreed  upon  amongst  them,  and 
in  pursuance  of  those  odious  principles  of 
j)ubl!c  law  which  it  has  created  for  itself 
alone,  and  which  are  entirely  barbarous.— 
It  is  w;(h  pain  that  the  government  of  the 
republic  sees  itself  forced  to  use  reprisals, 
and  to  constitute  prisoners  of  war  all  the 
Engii.sh  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  residing 
in  the  French  territory.— In  e.\'cry  thing 
that  is  illiberal  it  will  always  leave  initia- 
tion to  England,  but  the  French  people 
ought  to  act  towards  England  as  she  acts 
towards  France.  For  too  long  a  period  Eu- 
rope has  pursued  a  difTerent  line  of  con- 
duct. This  is  what  has  more  particularly- 
authorized  Ei'gland  to  constitute  for  herself 
alone,  a  public  law,  to  which  she  is  now  so 
much  accustomed,  tb.at  every  act  of  just 
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reciprocity  appears  to  her  an  injustice. — A 
measure  was  yesterday  taken  with  the  En- 
glish who  were  in  Paris,  wiiich,  it  is  said,  will 
be  adopted  generally  to  all  those  who  are  in 
France. — According  to  the  directions  which 
were  given  to  each  of  them,  at  their  place 
of  residence,  they  repaired  to  the  place 
where  the  staff  was  assembled,  where  their 
names  were  taken  down,  and  an  order  was 
given  to  them,  to  go  to-morrow  to  Gen. 
Junot,  tlie  commandant  of  the  place. — It  is 
though  t  that  the  place  will  then  be  pointed  out 
to  them,  to  which  they  are  to  go  and  reside, 
until  some  determination  is  come  to  re- 
specting them,  conformably  to  the  conduct 
which  ^hall  be  adopted  in  England.  It  is 
said  that  all  the  English  now  in  Paris,  will  be 
sent  to  Fountainbleau. 


Prfirl.irnaiXn  ly  kis  Mnje'ty  ai  Elector  '■.f  JJavovtr. 

George  III.  &c.  — Whatever  the  tvent  of  the 
differences  now  existing  between  our  Crown  and 
the  French  government  may  be,  we  shall,  in  our 
capacity  as  Elector  and  Member  of  the  German 
Empire,  observe  the  strictest  neutrality,  and  might 
therefore  justly  and  confidently  expect,  that  what- 
ever termination  the  present  negotiation  may 
have,  our  German  States  anJ  faithful  subjects  will 
not  be  affected  by  any  consequences  v.'hich  may 
ensue. — Considfring.  however,  the  obvious  move- 
ments of  the  troops  in  Holland,  the  possibility  must 
occur  to  us,  tliat  in  case  the  before-mentioned  dif- 
ferences should,  against  our  wishes,  not  be  amica- 
bly settled,  our  German  States  and  subjects  may 
be  exposed  to  a  danger,  which,  if  realised,  would 
have  the  most  unfortunate  consequences  for  the 
whole  country  in  general,  and  eveiy  individual  in 
particular:  we,  for  this  reason,  hold  it  to  be  our 
moft  sacred  duty  to  adopt  such  means,  as  will, 
under  the  blessing  of  God,  prove  most  etlicacious 
to  protect  our  faithful  German  subjecis,  whom 
Divine  Providence  has  committed  to  our  care. 
We  apply,  therefore,  to  all  the  loyal  subjects  of 
our  German  States  with  that  confidence  to  whicji 
the  love  and  affection  we  bear  our  people,  and 
their  u.iinteirupted  loyalty  and  attachment  intitle 
us  to  make,  in  case  of  stich  danger,  all  those  efforts 
and  sacrifices  to  which  the  duties  they  owe  to  us, 
their  loving  Sovereign,  their  attachment  to  their 
native  countr}',  their  family  conni-xions,  and 
every  thing  dear  to  them,  already  bind  them. 
And  we  do  it  with  the  more  con^dciice,  as  our 
dearly  beloved  Son,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  ac- 
tuated by  the  tender  affection  lie  hears  our  faith- 
ful German  Slates  and  subjects,  is  willing  to  share 
every  danger  that  may  befall  them,  and  personally 
to  assist  in  every  thinr;  that  may  promcte  then- 
safety  and  securitv.  To  be  prepared  for  every 
event  that  may  happen,  it  is  for  tb.e  ptescut  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  know  immediately,  the  exact 
number  of  our  German  subjects,  who,  if  neces- 
sity calls,  can  take  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  their 
country.  It  is  to  effect  this,  that  ws  command  all 
tlie  magistrates  of  our  German  Stales  to  lo.sc  no 
time  in  giving  in  complete  lists  of  sucii  our  Ger- 
man subjects  as  are  fit  for  military  service,  ex- 
cepting those  only  who  serve  us,  and  their  coun- 
try in  other  capacities:  and  to  make  them  solemn- 
ly promise  to  come  forth  v/hen  called  upon,  and 
give  all  the  assistance  in   their   pov/er  for  the  de- 


fence of  their  country,  whenever,  and  for  as  long 
as  may  b"  tliouglu  necessary. The  known  loy- 
alty and  patriotism  of  our  beloved  subjects,  leave 
us  no  room  to  suppose,  that  any  one  of  them  will 
be  so  lost,  as  to  transgress  so  solemn  an  obliga- 
tion, or  to  withdraw  himself  by  a  cowardly  and 
treacherous  flight  from  giving  his  assistance  to  the 
defence  of  his  country. — Should,  however,  against 
our  better  expectations  such  be  found,  who,  ia 
time  of  danger  would  dcsett  their  country  and  re- 
fuse their  aid,  such  wretches  shall,  the  case  being 
lawfully  proved,  without  hope  of  pardon,  be  de- 
prived of  all  they  mav  po  sess  in  our  German  do- 
minions, and  be  cut  off  from  all  inheritance  there- 
in. But  we  have  a  better  opinion  of  all  our  Ger- 
man subjects,  and  are  firmly  persuaded,  that  when 
necessity  calls,  they  will  unanimously  and  zea- 
lously unite  to  assist,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
in  the  defence,  and  for  the  salvation  of  their  na- 
tive country. 

H.Dl'-.irr,  May  1 6,  iSo.'^. 


O'Jcr  f;r  an  Embargo,  of  Fienc'i  arid  Dutch  Vesiels, 
and  Vcsicli  bound  to  Countries  (/ccupicd  by  the  ^imia 
of  France. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Qucen'5  Palace,  the  l6th 
day  of  May  1^03,  present,  the  King's  Most  Ex- 
cellent Majesty  in  Council. 

It  is  this  day  ordered  by  his  Majesty,  by  antl 
with  the  advice  of  his  I'rivy  Council,  that  no 
■liips  or  ve^fcl.s,  belonging  to  any  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  be  permitted  to  enter  and  clear  out  for 
any  of  the  Ports  of  the  French  or  Batavian  Re- 
publics, or  for  the  Ports  of  any  Country  occupied 
by  tiie  armies  of  France,  until  further  order  ;  and 
his  Majesty  is  further  pleased  to  order,  that  a  Ge- 
neral Embargo  or  Stop  be  made  on  all  ships,  be- 
longing to  the  French  and  Batavian  Republics 
whatsoever,  now  within  or  which  hereafter  shall 
come  into  any  of  the  Ports,  Harbours,  or  Roads, 
within  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  together  with  all  persons  and  effects  on 
board  the  said  ships  and  vessels ;  but  that  the  ut- 
most care  be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  all  and 
every  part  of  the  cargoes  on  board  any  of  the 
said  ships,  so  that  no  damage  or  embezzlement 
whatever  be  su.=^tained  ;  and  the  Right  Honour- 
able  the  Loids  CommisMoners  of  his  Majesty's 
Treasurv,  the  Lords  Commissions  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  the  Lord  V\''arden  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
are  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein,  as  to 
them  may  respectively  appertain. — IV.  Faivkener. 


DOxMESTlC. 

FROM    THE     LONDON    GAZtTTE. 

Do-.viing  Street,  Miiy  r). — His  Mnjesty  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  Major-General  David  Douglas 
Wemys.c,  to  be  Commander  of  all  his  Majesty's 
Land  Forces  serving  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon. 

St  J:nies\  il/.(v  12.— This  day  Chevaiicr  d'An- 
duaga,  Envoy  Ejftraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary from  the  King  of  Spain,  had  his  first 
private  Audience  of  her  Majesty. 

St.  J.imei',  May  12. — This  day  Rufus  King,  E«q, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  had  his  Audience  of  Leave  of  her 
Majesty.  [Note  cf  Editor. —  It  is  said  that  Mr. 
King's  place  is  to  be  supplied  by  Mr.  Munro,  now 
at  Paris,  who  has  always  been  the  mortal  enemy 
of  L  ngland,  and  the  v.'arm  fiiend  of  France.  VVc 
shall  attend  to  his  movements  here,  where  we 
confess,  wc  shall  be  very  sorry  to  see  him.J 
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Crown-Office,  May  I^. — Member  returned  to 
serve  in  this  present  Parlinmcnt. — County  of  Not- 
tinghani. — Anthony  Hardolph  Eyre,  of  Giovc,  in 
the  said  County,  Esq.  in  the  room  of  tlie  Right 
Hon.  William  Cavendish  Bentincl:,  commonly 
called  Lord  William  Cavendish  iJentinclc,  who 
hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Steward  or  Bailiff  of 
his  Majesty's  Three  Chiltern  Hundreds  of  Stoke, 
Desborough,  and  Bonenham,  in  the  County  of 
ISuckiiigham. 

IVhitiludl,  M>v  14. — The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  present  the  Rev.  Richard  Garveys  Grylls, 
Clerk,  Master  of  Arts,  to  the  Vicarage  of  Breage, 
in  the  County  of  Cornwall,  anJ  Diocese  of  Exe- 
ter, void  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Mar- 
shall. 

St.  James\  May  23. — The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  confer  the  Honour  of  Knighthood  on  Sir  [anies 
Pulteney,  Bart.  Lieutenant-Colonel  I'rancis  Whit- 
worth,  Captain  Robert  Boulton,  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  Rupert  George,  Esq.  and  Richard  Hankey, 
Esq.  as  Proxies  to  Five  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bach,  at  the  late 
Installation. 

Whitehall,  M'ly  24. — The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  grant  to  Edward  Bowyer  Sparkc,  Doctor  in  Di- 
vinity, the  Place  and  Dignity  of  Dean  of  the  Ca- 
thedral Church  of  Bristol,  void  by  the  death  of 
Doctor  Charles  Peter  i.ayard,  late  Dean  thereof. 

The  King  has  also  been  pleased  to  grant  to 
William  Nelson,  Cleik,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  the 
Place  and  Dignity  of  a  Canon  or  PrebemLnv  of 
liie  Metropolitical  Chnrch  of  Canterbury,  void  by 
the  death  of  John  Lynch,  Cletk,  Doctor  ot  Laws, 
late  Canon  thereof. 

Whitehall,  May  12. — The  King  has  been  graci- 
ously pleased  to  appoint  William  Radclitle,  of 
Barnslcy,  in  the  County  of  York,  Esq.  to  the  Of- 
fice of  Rouge  Croix  Pursuivant  of  Arms,  in  the 
Heralds'  College,  vacant  by  the  promotion  of  Jo- 
seph Hawker,  Esq.  to  the  Office  of  Richmond  He- 
rald, in  the  same  College. 

Whitehall,  Ma)i  28. — I'he  King  has  been  pleased 
to  grant  to  Howel  Hulijnd  Edwards,  Clerk,  Mas- 
ter of  Arts,  the  Place  ;iiid  Dignity  of  a  Prtbtndaiy 
of  the  Collegiate  Church  -n  iU.  Peter,  Wcstniiii- 
$ter,  void  by  the  death  of  Doctor  Robert  Poole 
Finch,  late  Prebendary  thereof. 

The  King  has  also  been  pleased  to  pre.-ent  the 
Reverend  Wdliam  Baker,  Cleik,  Jiachci  ir  of  Laws, 
to  the  Vicarage  of  Stonebousc,  in  the  County  and 
Diocese  of  Gloucester,  void  by  the  Cc.vion  of 
Thomas  Pettat,  Clerk,  the  last  Incumbent. 

St.  J tmei  ,  May  26  — This  f?ay  Earon  Gelniont  de 
Meteor,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Serene 
Highness  the  Elector  of  W'irternberg,  had  an  Au- 
idience  of  her  Majesty. 

Cr9-iun-0J!ce,  Mav  }X. — MeHiber  returiicd  to 
serve  in  tliis  present  Paili-.imcnt. — Borough  of 
Boston. — Thomas  Fyfkll  the  younger,  Esq.  in  the 
room  of  Thomas  Fydfll,  E.^q.  whose  Election  for 
the  said  Borough  has  bem  adjudged  to  be  void. 

Monday,  May  16. — On  the  14th  inst.  the  Lord 
Mayor  received  the  following  letter  fn-nj  Lo:d 
Hawkesbury  : 

"  Mv  Lord,  I  think  it  fight  to  lose  no  time  In 
informing  your  Lordship,  tlTat  Lisle,  the  Mts;.en- 
ger,  has  jnr.t  arrived  from  Paris,  wiili  dispatches 
from  Lotd  Whitworth,  and  that  his  Lordsiiip  had 
rc-eived  his  passports,  and  wa^  on  the  poir.t  of 
stitin;^  Oiit  from  Paris  f)n  Thursday  evening,  v.'hea 

the  Messenger  came  away. 1  hive  the  honour 

10  be,  &c.  (feii^ned)  Hawkesburv,. 

Jhh  commiinication  the  Lord  Mavor  cairicd  10 


the  Stock  Exchange,  and  published  in  the  usual 
manner.  In  the  course  of  the  morning  various 
expresses  had  arrived  witlj  intelligence  to  the 
above  effect,  and  the  funds  had  fallen  upon  it. 
They  recovered  for  some  time  upon  the  intelli- 
gence in  Lord  Hawkesbury's  note,  but  they  Icli 
again,  and  left  ofFat  61^. 

On  the  15th,  the  P'rench  Ambassador  received 
the  Orders  of  his  Court  to  depart,  and  accordingly 
yesterday  morning,  at  5  o'clock,  he  set  cfT  fron> 
his  house  in  Portland  Place,  v/ith  his  suite,  and' 
proceeded  on  their  route  for  Dover. 

On  Thurs^av  evening  l,i,r.  May  the  12th,  I>ord 
Whitworth  tUparted  trom  I'aris,  and  anived  on 
Friday  night  at  Breteuil,  where  he  received  some 
communication,  whicli  induced  his  Lordship  to 
seiul  off  Sylvestei,  the  Messenger,  wlu  arrived  in 
Town  at  one  o'clock  y^^erday  morning.  What 
the  nature  of  the  circumstance  was  that  induced 
his  IjOrdship  to  takf  this  step  has  not  tran<-[)ircd, 
but  we  learn  that  Ministers  on  receivi;)^  his  dis- 
patch, sent  back  a  Messenger  with  orders  to  him 
to  come  to  London  with  all  expedition.  Lord 
Whitworth  was  prevented  from  sailing  from  Bou- 
logne by  a  contrary  wind,  he  was  in  consequence 
to  proceed  to  Calais  yesterday,  and  he  was  not 
therefore  expected  here  before  this  day,  the  tide 
not  serving  to  come  out  of  the  harbour  till 
night. 

F-iday,  May  zo. — Lord  Whitworth  landed  at 
Dover,  at  about  twelve  o'clock  yesterday  evening, 
and  arrived  in  town  on  the  night  of  the  f9tli.  Mis 
Lordship  was  treated  on  his  departure  from  Calais 
wiih  every  demonstration  of  respect  by  the  peo- 
ple, as  well  as  by  the  municipal  ofHcers,  and  the 
military.  He  was  saluted  by  a  discharge  of  guns, 
and  all  parties  seeme<l  to  regret  the  occasion  of 
his  departure.  On  his  arrival  at  Dover,  where  he 
found  General  Andreossi,  who  had  received  simi- 
lar honours,  his  Lordship  suit  a  message  to  the 
French  Ambassador,  importing  a  desire  to  have  an 
interview  with  his  Excellency,  before  he  left  this 
country,  and  requesting  that  the  latter  would 
point  out  the  mode  for  the  accomplishment  of 
that  purposr.  General  Andreossi  returned  an  an- 
swer expresiive  of  high  respect  and  acquiesence» 
but  leaving  the  arrangement  to  Lord  Whitworth. 
It  was  then  determined  that  neither  should  meet 
the  other  at  their  res[)ective  Hotels,  and  au  inter- 
view was  held  at  a  third  place.  What  passed  at 
tliis  interview,  we  do  not  pretend  to  state.  After 
the  meeting,  each  of  the  Ambassadors  visited  the 
other  at  their  hotels,  and  both  expressed  their 
strong  sense  of  the  treatment  whicJi  they  had  re- 
ceived in  their  respeciivc  countries,  and  tiieir 
anxious  hopes  that  all  causes  of  national  diflerences 
would  soon  he  removed.  Genera!  .'V.ndreossi  then 
took  his  leave,  with  every  testimony  of  pui)lic  and 
private  respect.  He  embarked  on  V/edne;day 
morning  at  7  o'clock. 

The  grand  ceremony  of  the  inst.iUa'.ion  of  the 
Knigl)ts  of  the  Bath  took  place  on  the  ijih  in- 
stant. We  have  only  to  remark,  that  (he  whole 
ceremony  was  conducted  with  the  greatest  possi- 
ble order.  'J  lie  procession  commenced  about 
eleven,  from  the  Prince's  Ch:imber  to  the  Abbey, 
It  was  near  twelve  belore  it  had  cnteicd  Henry 
VII. 's  Chapel.  The  ceremony  of  installation  toojc 
up  nearly  three  hours.  The  Queen  and  Priiicessc)* 
had  a  gallery  over  the  great  g^te,  which  they  oc- 
cupied during  tie  ceremony  of  installation.  The 
DuchtEs  pf  Yor\;  came  to  see  the  procession  le- 
turn.  His  Roy.il  Higliness  the  Duke  of  York,  the 
Grand  Master  of  ihc  Order,  was  greeted   by  the 
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people  with  the  most  cordial  huzsas.    The  crowd  I       The   healths  of  Lord  Nelson,    Lord  Spencer, 
in  every  direction  was  immense.  }   and  Mr.  Pitt,  were  received  with  great  applause. 


MR.  WINDHAM. 

The  following  account  of  the  celebration  of 
Mr.  Windham'i  Jiirth  Day,  at  the  City  of  Nor- 
wich, will,  we  trust,  give  great  pleasure  to  our 
Readers. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  more  than  140  of  the 
friends' of  the  Riyht  Hon.  Wm.  Windham,  in  this 
City  and  its  neii^hbourhuod,  dined  at  the  VN'hite 
Swan,  in  Sr.  Pcicr's,  in  order  to  cclehrate  that 
gentleman's  Biith-Pay. — The  Stewards  were.  Sir 
P,ogcr  Kerrisou,  (Mayor  of  Norwich)  Capt.  La- 
ton,  Capt.  John  Harvey,  and  Alderman  Browne. 
After  dinner,  the  following  toasts  and  sentiments 
were  given  : 

The  KING — May  limited  .Monarchy  ever  be  an 
oveiinatrh  for  Consular  despotism. 

The  Qiieen. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  and  Royal  Family. 

The  Dnl'e  of  York  and  the  Army. 

The  r)uke  of  Clarence  and  the  Navy. 

The  Right  Honourable  Wm.  W^indham — May 
the  day  which  gave  birch  to  this  accomplished 
and  disinterested  Statesman,  ever  be  commemo- 
rated by  ail  the  ciuly  loyal  to  the  King  and  Con- 
stitution. 

[On  Mr.  Windham's  health  being  given  from 
the  Chair,  Captain  John  Hatvey  pronounced  a 
■warm  and  spirited  panej^yric  on  his  eminent  ta- 
lents and  di:-tingni'!;cd  public  services.  He  tiien 
lead  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
"Windham,  expressing,  in  terms  highly  flattering 
to  the  stev.-ards  and  the  company  present,  tlie 
sense  which  he  entertained  of  so  jjublic  a  mark 
of  their  esteem. — After  this,  Mr.  Windham's 
health  was  drunk  with  great  applause,  and  a  gen- 
t'emsn  sung  "  Rule  Britannia,"  with  some, addi- 
tional stanzas,  applicable  to  the  occasion ;  the 
last  of  which  was  encored  by  the  whole  company, 
and  Mr.  Windham's  health  was  drunk  a  second 
time  v/'th  increased  enthusiism.  | 

Tiie  Mayor  of  Norwich — Prosperity  to  the 
City  of  Norwich. — The  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Pros- 
perity to  the  County  of  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Pitt. 

Mr.  Alderman  Browne  in  giving  Loru?  Spencer, 
added — and  success  to  a  general  Pres-.  Warrant — 
I  mean  one  which  would  bring  to  the  service  of 
their  country,  the  wisdom,  the  integrity,  and 
energy,  which  its  present  state  rer^uires. 

Lord  Nelson— The  Walls  of  Wood,  and  the 
Hearts  of  Oak,  of  Old  England. 

Lord  Hutchinson. 

Lord  Grenviilc— And  to  a  broad,  firm,  and  able 
Ministry;  with  clear,  fixed,  and  decided  princi- 
ples of  action. 

Sir  Sydney  Smith. — The  Lord  Pi'hop  of  Nor- 
Tvich. —  Mr.  Frerc, — Colons  1  V/odcliousc.— Colonel 
Patteson,  and  the  Norwich  Volunteers.— General 
Cowell. — Mrs.  Windham.— The  Mayor,  and  Pros- 
perity to  the  Borough  of  Yarmouth. 

The  Country  Gentlemen  who  distinguished  and 
exerted  themselves  in  the  cause  of  Wmdham  and 
Loyalty. 

May  the  honour  of  the  Nation   be   supported 
against   the  influence  of   Cwuh   and    Cwjo/i,  and 
this  be  still  our  motto,  when  insulted, 
"  Britons  strike  home, 
5'  Revenge  your  Counirv's  wrongs.'' 


General  DhtrihcUon  "/*  the  B'ithh 
^■irmy,  June  1,  1803. 

England  and  Wales 

North  Britain 

Ireland     

Jersey,  Guernsey,    ^<.c 
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O^    THE    NAVY. 

Sir, — T  have  attentively  observed  the  an- 
swers that  have  been  made  in  the  "  Times'' 
to  the  several  Letters  which  have  appeared 
in  your  Register  relative  to  the  Navy  ;  and 
in  order  to  expose  the  csntradktory  and 
shuffling  attempts  to  refute  the  assertions 
that  have  been  adduced  by  your  Corres- 
pondents, I  have  extracted  from  that  disin- 
terested Journal  the  ''  Timcs^  the  para- 
graphs which  have  been  inserted  by  the 
partlzans. 

Mondiiy,  \6lh  Mav,  in  an-     Monday,   Cth  June,   in  an- 
siuer  to  L.  M.  sivcr  to   "  Fcntas.'' 

No    greater   exertion         We  have  been  at  aome. 
has  been  used  in  fitting     pains   to  get   miKute  in- 
tiic    Fi'to^y,    than    afiy    formation  respecting   the 
other    ship,    as    a    very     Victory,      about     which 
supeificial     inquiry     of    ship  so  much  has   been 
what  has  been  done   at     said,   as   well    by   Cob- 
ihc    several    Ports    will     bctt  as  others,  and  find, 
show  ;    and    as    if    fate     in  truth,  that  the  Admi- 
had    decreed,    thr.t    this     ralty  ■^'"^  their  eyes  parti- 
r.hip,  which   whs   to   be     cuiarh  -uj.on  her,  or,  in  all 
trumpeted   about    as    a     probahllity    she    would 
htrikinc;  instance  of  the     noju   have   been    in    the 
imbecility  of  the  Admi-     River  Medway. 
ralty,  should  in  the  end 
be  a  p'jof  of   the  infa- 
tnom    faliehrtddi    to    which 
their  calumniators  have 
had    recourse,    at     the 
very  time  this  catalogue 
of  lies  was  issuing  from 
t!)e  Committee,   stating 
•'  that  by  the   greatest 
efFort',  AwA  forsooi'z  sole- 
ly to  contradict  the  au- 
ricular Colihctt,  she  was 
got    to    Long    Reach," 
tVe    -pledgee   cunch'es    that 
sh'  had  actually  sailed  fr^m 
the  More,  "  not  with   50 
inen,   including  officers, 
men,    and   boys,    inde- 
pencientof  her  marines,'* 
but  with  htr  full  com- 
plement. 

With  respect  to  the  On  the  subject  of 
stated  deficiency  of  stores,  we  can  only 
blankets,  stores,  tim-  again  repeat,  tha:  if 
her,  i<c.  We  repeat,  there  is  a  want,  ihc 
however,  that  there  ii  no  Navy  Bo:ird  only  are 
vi/a/it  of  sCorei.  responsible,  and  if  tliere 

really  is  a  scarciry  of 
timber  i;)  the  yards,  in- 
quiry should  be  JTjade, 
&c. 
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And  now,  Sir,  having  faithfully  transcribed 
the  answer  of  the  tools  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
the  observations  of  your  correspondents 
at  the  difFerent  periods  alluded  to,  I  will 
only  ask  every  unprejudiced  person,  if  upoa 
the  very  face  of  their  replies  the  most  patpU' 
hie  contradiction  does  not  appear  ?  In  the 
first  place,  on  the  lOth  of  May,  they  say,  that 
with  regard  to  the  Victory,  710  extraordinary 
exertions  were  mnde  use  of,  and  speaking 
of  the  stores,  they  assure  the  public,  that  there- 
is  no  Kvant. — On  the  6th  of  June  following, 
they  then  observe,  that  if  their  eyes  had 
not  been  particularly  on  the  Victory  she 
would  noiv  have  been  in  the  River  Medway, 
a  decided  acknowledgment  that  extraordinary 
exertions  were  made  use  of,  and  therefore  a 
confirmation  of  L.  M's  assertion.' — And  wl;h 
regard  to  stores  (to  make  use  of  their  ovi-n 
words)  "  if  there  really  is  a  scarcity  of  tim- 
ber." Real  scarcity  !  What  does  this  observa- 
tion imply  ?  A  tacit  confession  that  a  scarcity 
does  exist,  whereas,  before,  \heyjlaily  con- 
tradicted the  statement  of  your  correspon- 
dent.— But  Sir,  iheir  shifting  the  culpnbility 
from  the  shoulders  of  the  Admirally  to 
those  of  the  Navy  Board,  when  they  could 
no  longer  defend  them  from  the  just  attacks 
of  your  correspondents,  must  be  considered 
by  every  impartial  person  as  a  paltry  subter- 
fuge, worthy  only  of  the  liltk  minds  they 

possess. 1  cannot    help   remarking,  that 

many  observations  which  have  been  adduced 
in  your  Register,  they  have  pa.ssed  over  un- 
noticed, because,  Sir,  they  were  thoroughly 
persuaded  that  they  had  nothing  to  oft'er  in 

extenuation, They    talk    much    of    the 

thwarting  system,  and   Z'fljc-/?/ throw  out  in- 
sinuations  tending  to /-/^^^2OT^  and  vi I lify  tbz 
Navy  Board. — For  my  own  part,   I  cannot 
help  observing,  that  I  think  tlie  principle  of 
thwarting  ought  solely  to  be  attached  to  the 
Admiralty,  for  had  they  not  so  furieuslyha\ a 
driven  so  many  of  the  shipwrights  from  the 
;  Dock- Yards,  our  means  of  offence  and  defence 
\  would  now  have  been  much  more  consider- 
able, not  to  say  a  word  of  the  remains  oi  our 
fleets  abroad  which  were  commissioned  du- 
ring the  late  war. — And,  Sir,  1  have  strong 
{  reason  to  suppose,  that  had  not  the  war  have 
[  broken  outj  the  emi|rratioii  of  artificers  this 
«        •  Ff 
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summer  would  have  been  very  considerable. 
But  happily  for  the  country  the  war  ]kis  pre- 
vented that  evil,  and  has  likewise  complete- 
ly frustrated  the  higl)ly  impolitic  parsimo- 
nious proceedings  uf  the  Admiralty,  sucli 
proceedings  as  Lord  St.  Vincent,  himat;!f, 
strongly  rtprobated  at  thf-  clos?  of  the  Ame- 
rican war. -Believe  me,  Sir,  your  hearty 

well-wisher.  E.  Pi. 


PUBLIC  PAPERS, 

C.ociorJen,  M.tyic,,  1803. 
MJowifd   liJotUr,    hieutenant -General,    C'^mmander    in 

Chief,  to  the  Inhabit einti  of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover. 

Hanoverian?, —  A  French  army  is  entering  your 
territory;  it  conies  not  to  spread  consternation  in 
your  fields,  'nit  to  withdraw  the  portion  of  the 
continent  which  you  inhabit,  from  a  government 
inimical  to  tiie  repose  of  Europe,  and  which  makes 
it  its  glory  to  tread  under  feet  all  the  principles  of 

the  rights  of  men  and  of  civilized  nations. The 

First  Consul,  faithful  to  the  sentiments  of  mode- 
ration and  humanity,  which  distinguish  him  as 
eminently  as  his  p /litical  and  warlike  viitues,  liie 
First  Consul  has,  in  vain,  exhausted  all  ihe  means 

of  conciliation  to  prevent  a  rupture. 1  he  King 

of  England,  perjured  as  to  his  most  sacred  engage- 
ments, has  falsified  his  signature  by  refusing  to 
evacu.ite  Malta,  as  he  had  solemnly  hoand  himself 
to  do  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens;  he  has  uiven  the 
signal  tor  hostilities,  and  remains  alone  responsi- 
ble before  God  and  men  for  the  calamities  which 
the  scourge   of  war  may  bring  upon  the  States  itn- 

der  his  dominions. !  am  iijlotmed,  that  prcicla- 

mations,  dictated  by  the  blindest  fury,  liave  been 
maJe  to  engage  you  in  a  dispute,  to  v.lijcli  you 
ought  to  be  strangers:  preserve  youi selves  trom 
an  aggression  equ;dly  absurd   and   useless,  and  of 

which   you    alone    wdl    remain    the   victims. 

Hanoverians,!  promise  you  safety  and  protection, 
if,  consulting  your  true  interests,  you  separate  your 
cause  from  that  of  a  Sovereign,  who,  in  breakmg 
all  the  ties  of  good  faith,  lias  theieby  freed  you 
from   the  attachment  which  you  might  have  held 

yourselves  to  owe  him. The  severest  discipline 

will  reign  amongst  the  troops  whom  I  commsind  ; 
your  persons,  your  properties  will  be  lesptcted  ; 
but  in  leturn  1  require  from  you  such  proceedings 
as  there  is  a  right  to  expect  from  a  peaceable  peo- 
ple. ED.  MORTIER, 

"Trunsliit'ici:  of  a  Lctic  from  the  Maltese  Di'/'Utin  to 
Lord  tiohar:,  dated  London,  id  Afril,  lSo2.  Laid 
lifore  P.-.'Hnment  on  the  (ithof  June,  180:5. 
IVIy  Lord, — The  Deputies  of  the  Islands  of  Mal- 
ta and  Gozo,  have  tlie  honour  of  presenting  to 
your  Excellency,  the  warmest  thanks  for  all  that 
you  have  deigned  to  do  in  favour  of  their  Nation. 
\Vc  are  not  ignorant,  my  Lord,  of  all  that  you 
mtist  have  had  to  overcome,  in  order  to  insure  the 
tranquillity  and  liapjiiness  of  our  Country.  The 
defence  of  it,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  un- 
dertake, is  worthy  the  loyalty  and  magnanimity 
of  your  nation.  Eeiag  unable  to  have  the  honour 
of  forming  a  part  of  the  Empire  of  his  ]3ritannic 
Majesty,  by  a  faithful  subniirsion,  we  shall  have  that 
of  being  always  united  to  it  by  an  aficctionategrati- 

tutle. In  transmitcmg  to  our  latest  descendants 

the  story  of  our  revolution,  we  shall  tell  them, 
that,  without  the  assistance  of  Great  Britain,  our 
ruin  must  have  been  inevitable  ;  and  the  date  of 
•ur  happiness  will  be  the  date  of  the  protection 
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with  which  your  Excellency  ha-; honoured  us. 

We  entreat  you,  my  Lord,  to  permit  us,  at  a  sea- 
son^iblc  opportunity,  to  lay  bettne  you  that,  which 
would  complete  ilie  felicity  of  the  .Vlaltesc  Nation  ; 
and  to  accept,  if  you  please,  the  hom.ige  of  ths 
lively  gratitude  and  respectful  devotion,  with 
which  we  have  the  honour  to  be.  My  Lord, 
Your  most  humble,  and  most  obedient  Servants, 
(Signed) — Le  Marquis  Testafcrrata,  L'Abhe  Mal- 
lia,  Depute,  L'Abbe  Ricaud,  Depute,  Antoinc 
Mallia,  Depute,  Pli.  Castagna,  Lieut,  aiid  Depute, 
Michel  Cachia,  Pepnte. 
To  H.  E.  Lord  llobait,  Minister  oflL  E.  M. 

OFFICI.^L    PAI'EK. 

London,  June  8. — To  the  King's  Most  Exec/lent  ALijesty,. 
The  Humble  Address  of  the  Lord  Mayor^  Aldermen,  and 
C'.tnmom,  of  the  Cit^-'.f  London,  in  CommQil  Council  as- 
sembled. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, Wc  your  Ma- 
jesty's most  dutiiui  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Common  Council  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  ap[)roach  the  7'hronc  at  this  important 
criiif,  with  our  renewed  sentiments  ol  fidelity  and 
allegiance  to  your  Majesty's  peison,  crown,  and 
government. 

Wc  are  fully  persuaded  of  the  necessity  for  the 
-decisive  and  dignified  raeas-ures  adopted  by  yocr 
Majesty  by  the  retail  of  your  Majesty's  Ambas- 
sador from  France,  and  tiie  vigorous  posture  of  de- 
fence of  the  United  KiiigJom  to  repel  the  designs 
of  that  government,  whose  inordinate  and  iiiSa- 
liahle  vitus  of  restless  ambition,  are  nianilestiy 
directed  to  overthrow  the  glorious  covstjtution  of 
tlK.>e  realn-.s,  and  give  a  mortal  stab  to  our  exis- 
tence as  a  free  and  independent  nation.  The  jus- 
tice of  your  M^jest-j'T"c?rt>s£,  and  the  mcdeiatit  n 
of  your  claims,  must  be  felt  and  acknowledged  by 
every  sui  rounding  power;  and  we  aie  convinced 
that  the  brave  and  happy  people  of  this  land,  eon- 
scions  of  the  purity  of  their  ficcdom,  and  the  in- 
estimable privileges  they  enjoy  under  your  Majes- 
ty's mild  and  paternal  lule,  will,  with  one  hand 
and  heart,  resolve  to  defend  aiiil  maintain  tbern. 
Your  Majesty's  faithful  Citizens  of  London  feel  a 
grateful  pride  in  this  assurance  of  kindred  loyalty 
throughout  your  Majesty's  dominicins,  and  are 
deeply  sensible  of  the  eminent  distinction  they 
are  invested  with  by  this  oppottunity  of  testifyini; 
their    fidelity   and    attachment    to   their    beloved 

Sovereign. It   is  our  earnest  prayei  that  every 

blessing  may  attend  and  prosper  your  Majesty's 
zeal  and  exertions  for  the  v/eliare  of  your  people, 
and  should  suhtuntial  peace  ti'jt  be  atttdtiable  but  by 
the  deeiiion  cf  the  \iuord,  may  the  calamities  of  a  luar 
not  to  be  avetted  be  lost  in  the  success  and  glory  of 
its  achievements. Your  Majesty's  faithful  Ci- 
tizens, cannot,  however,  refrain  from  expressing 
their  satisfaction  at  the  disposition  manifested  by 
your  Majesty,  of  availing  yourself  of  any  fax;owahle.c"- 
ctond-inte  of  ta  unnating  the  subsisting  difjerctcesy  when- 
ever it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  your  Majesty's  Crown,  and  the  se- 
curity and  wellaie  of  the  JBritish  Empire. 
(Signed)  by  order  of  Court, 

HnXRV   WoODTUORPE. 

His  Majesty  received  them  lery  graci'iudy,  and  leiurr.eci 
the  fjllotving  ansiver . 
I  receive  with  great  satisfaction  this  dutiful  and 

loyal   address   from    My  City  of   London ?ily 

endeavours  to  preserve  peace  have  been  unhappily 
frustrated  by  the  restless  spirit  of  aggrandizement 
which  actuatis  the  councils  of  the  French  govern- 
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mcnt — hut  I  trust  the  united  and  vigorous  exer- 
tions of  the  Nation  at  large  in  support  of  the  just 
cause  in  which  we  arc  engaged,  will,  under  the 
protection  of  Divine  ProviJcnce,  enable  Me  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  My  Crown,  and  to  defend 
the  rights  and  interests  of  My  people  against 
every  aggression. 

PARLIAMENTARY  MINUTES  (from  page  820.) 
Thursday,  June  2. L0RT:)S,— Duke  of  Leeds 


took  his  seat. — Several  public  and  onvate  Bills 
brought  from  ComniDns.  and  read. — Bills  on  table 
forwarded.— Earl  Fitzwilliam  after  a  long  speech 
moved  the  following  resolutions: — "  1st,  Resolved, 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  House  from  the  Decla- 
•'  ration  issued  by  his  Majeaty  on  the  iStli  inst. 
*'  and  laid  before  this  House  by  his  Majesty's 
*'  command,  tliat  the  conduct  of  the  French  Re- 
*'  public  towards  this  country  during  tlve  whole 
"  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  conclusion 
*'  of  the  Definiiive  Treaty  of  Peace,  is  considered 
"  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  as  having  exhibited 
*'  one  cotitiniied  scries  ot  aggression,  vit^ence,  and 
"  insult;  and  as  necessardv  creating  a  thorough 
"  conviction  of  a  system  deliberately  adopted  by 
"  France  for  the  purpose  of  degrading,  vilifying, 
"  and  insulting  his  Majesty  and  his  govemmenf." 

" 2d,  Resolve(!,  ''  That  his  Majesty's  ministers 

*'  having  throughout  the  whole  period  from  tlie 
•'  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  to  the  breaking  out 
"  of  the  present  war,  neither  commuiiicated  to 
"  Parliameiit  any  knowledge  of  the  sense  which 
"  they  now  appear  to  have  entertained  respecting 
**  the  conduct  and  system  of  France,  nor  any  rc- 
"  gular  information  of  the  particulars  on  which 
"  the  same  was  tounded,  or  of  the  ^tep.s  taken  by 
'*  his  Majesty's  government  thereupon,  have  thtrre- 
*'  by  withheld  from  this  House  tiie  necessary  ma- 
"  teridls  for  the  due  and  lull  discharge  of  its  con- 
"  stitutional  functions ;  and  that  by  encouraging 
"  throughout  the  country  an  unfounded  security 
*'  and  confidence  in  the  permanence  of  peace,  they 
"  have  embarrassed  and  perplexed  our  C(;mmerce; 
•'  have  deceived  the  expectations,  and  uni/ecessa- 
"  rily  harassed  the  spirit  of  the  people;  and  have 
**  materially  increased  and  aggravated  the  diffi- 
"  culties  of  our  actual  ^itn•^tion." -A  long  de- 
bate ensued  between  Loids  Limerick,  Grosvcnor, 
Darnley,  Fife,  Boringdon,  Suflblk,  Westmoreland, 
Mulgrave,  Carlisle,  I'.llenborough,  Carysforr,  Al- 
■vanlcy,  Grcnville,  Grantley,  Warwick,  the  Loid 
Ciiancellor,  and  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland. — During  the  debate,  an  adjournment 
■was  moved  hy  Lord  Mulgrave  and  negatived  106 
to  18. — The  minority  were,  Duke  of  Montro:>e, 
Earls  Pomfret,  Gower,  Essex,  Batliurst,  C.mden, 
Romney,  Aboyiic,  Glasgow,  Macartney,  Harring- 
ton (gold  stick)  Viscount  Melville,  l,oids  Lowther, 
Korringdon,  Gwydir,  Amherst  (bedchamb.),  Bray- 

brnoke,  Mulgrave. Tlie   question   on   the  first 

resolution  was  then  put  and  negatived  96  to  14. — 
The  minority  were — Earls  Fitzwilliam,  Spencer, 
Carlisle,  Caernarvon,  Thanec,  BesbDrougli,  Carys- 
fort,  Warwick,  Mansfield,  Fortescue,  Lords  Gren- 
ville,  Minto,  Kenyon,  Yarborough.  The  othtis 
Vr-ere  negatived  without  a  division. — House  sum- 
moned for  Monday. —  Adjourned. COMMONS, 

— Port  of  London  and  Ordnance  Bills  read. — Con- 
voy Bill  reported  wiih  amendments. — Markham's 
Divorce  Bill  liom  the  Lords,  n.ad  and  passed. — 
Mr.  Canning  moved,  "  That  an  humble  address 
•'  be  presented  to  his  M.:jesty,  praying  that  he 
*'  would  graciously  be  pleased  to  order  that  there 
•'  be  Jaid   befois  the  House,  a  copy  of  the  coa- 
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"  fercnces   htld   between  Lord  Cornwailis  and  Ci- 
"  tizcn  J.  Buonaparte,  on  the    i8th  and   itjtrii  of 
««  February  i8oa,  at  Amiens,    lespecting   the   in- 
"  disposition   of   the  Maltese,  towards  the  Older 
«'  of  St.  John   of  Jerusalem." — Also,  "   A  copy  of 
«  the  Protocol   published   by  the  French   govern- 
«'  mcnt   relative  to  the  same  subject  " — Also,  "  A 
"  copy  of  the  memorials  transmitted   by  the  inha- 
<'  bitants  of  Malta,  through  their  deputies,  or  oiif 
"  commissioners  in  that  Island  to  the  British  mi- 
"  nisters." — Also,  "The  date  of   the  order  issued 
«'  for  sending  away  the  French  commercial  com- 
"  missioner.  Citizen  Chapir,  from  Jersey."     First 
and  last  resolutions  agreed  to.— On  motion  of  the 
Attorney  General,  leave  granted  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  remove  certain  defects  which   have   occurred  in 
issuing   certain    Exchequer  Hills.— On   motion   of 
the  Secretary  at  War,  a  committee  appointed  "  to 
"   consider  how  the  provisiot^s  of  the  Militia  Law 
♦<  of  England  might  be  applied  to  Scotland,  whta 
"   the  Militia  was'called  out  for  actual  service." — 
«'  Mr.  .Sheridan  moved,   that   Mr.  Mainv/aring  do, 
"  by  himself  or  agent,  deliver  in,  on  or  before,  the 
"   31st  of  the  present  month,  a  list  of  Freeholdeis, 
"   wlio  gave  their  votes  h:r  him  to  =ei  ve  as  a  Mem- 
"  her  of  Parliament  for  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
"  and  thatSir  Francis  Buvdett,  also,  by  himself  or 
"  agent,  deliver  in  the  same  at   the  time    above 
"  mentioned." — ^^Aftersome  conversation  hetwceu 
Messrs^  Fox,    Bragge,  Slieiidan,   and  the  Attorney 
General,   the  first  'l->i  November  was   fi.-ced   on    for 
the  exchange  on  motion  of  the  latter  gentleman.— 
Ship    Burning   Bill    read    in   Committee. — Cotton 
Workmen's  Dispute  Bill  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. — Rcsoluiions   reported   by  the  committee 
on  the  assessed  taxes  agreed  to,  and  leave  given  to 
bring   in    a  Bill.— Reports   rf   the   Committees   of 
Supply,     and    of  U'ays    and    Means,    ordered^  for 
Wednesday. Militia  Provision   Bill,   committed 


for  this  day  rcnnight.— Adjourne.-!. 
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the  survey  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  laid  on 
table,  and  ordeied  to  be  printed.— Ordnance  esti- 
mates laid  on  tabic— -Report  on  Ship  Burning  Bill 
agreed  to. — Ordnance  Estate  Bill  read  second  time 
and  committed  for  Mond.^v. — Convoy  Bill  read 
third  time  and  passed.— Mr.  G iles  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  Act  of 
the  42d  of  his  present  Maj.sty,  as  relates  to  the 
oath  or  affirmation,  respecting  biibet  y  to  be  taken 
at  elections,  enacted  2d  George  IE— Mr.  Patten 
moved  the  following  lesolutions: — " 'That  it  ap- 
"  pears  to  this  House,  from  the  Declaiatlon  is- 
"  sued  by  his  Majesty  on  the  iSth  day  of  May 
"  last,  and  laid  before  this  House  by  his  Majesty's 
<'  command,  that  the  conduct  of  the  French  fie- 
"  public,  during  the  whole  period  which  ha.s 
"  elapsed  since  the  conclusion  of  the  Definitive 
"  Treaty  of  Peace,  is  considered  by  his  Majesty's 
«  ministers  as  having  been  altogether  inconsistent 
"  with  every  principle  of  good  faith,  moderation, 
"  andjnstice;  as  having  exhibited  one  continued 
"  series  of  aggression,  violence,  and  insult,  and  au 
"  necessarily  creating  a  thorough  conviction  of  a 
"  system  deliberately  adopted  by  Fr-mrc  for  the 
"  purpose  of  degrading,  vilifying,  ?nd  intuiting, 
"  his  Majesty  and  liis  government." — ''  That  his 
"  Majesty's 'ministers  having,  throughout  the 
"  whole  period,  from  the  conclusion  of  the  Deli- 
"  nitivc  Treaty  of  Peace,  to  the  issuing  of  His 
"  Majesty's  declaration  of  the  18th  day  of  IVIsy 
'<  last,  neither  communicated  to  Parliamen;  any 
"  knowledce  of  the  sense  which  they  now  appear 
"  to  have  entertained  respecting  the  conduct  and 
"  system  of  France,  nor  any  tegular  inibrma:ics> 
F  f  2      ' 
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o'"tlic  patticulais  on  which  the  same  was  found- 
ed, or  of  the  steps  taken  by  his  Majesty's  gn- 
verrtment  thereupon,  have  thereby  withheld 
from  this  House  the  necessary  materials  for  a 
due  and  full  discharge  of  its  constitutional  func- 
tions ;  and  that,  by  encouraging  ihroughont 
the  country  an  unfounded  security  [and  confi- 
dence in  the  permanence  of  peace,  they  have 
embarrassed  and  perplexed  our  commerce,  have 
deceived  the  expectations,  and  unnecessarily 
harassed  the  spirit  of  the  pe(jple,  and  have  ma- 
terially increased  and  aggravated  the  diiliculties 
of  our  actual  situation — Tiiat  it  was  the  dufy 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  make  timely  and 
adequate  representations  against  such  acts  as 
have,  in  their  judgment,  constituted  a  series  of 
aggression,  violence,  and  insult,  on  the  part  of 
France:  that,  by  digniiled  and  temperate  re- 
monstrances, followed  up  with  consistency,  and 
sustained  with  lirmness,  either  the  cfwrse  and 
progress  of  such  acts  would  have  been  arrested, 
without  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  arms,  or 
the  determination  of  the  French  government  to 
persist  tlictein,  would  have  been  distinctly  as- 
certained, before  his  Majesty  had,  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  His  furces,  and  the  sr. riender  of  His  con- 
quests, put  out  of  His  hands  the  most  effectual 
means  of  obtaining;  redress  and  repaiation:  that 
tliis  essential  duly  appears  to  have  been,  in  a 
very  great  degree,  neglected  by  his  Majesty's 
ministers ;  and  that  such  their  neglect  and  omis- 
sion have  been  highly  injurious  to  the  public 
interests: — That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
on  the  17th  of  October  last,  counter  orders 
were  dispatched  by  his  Majesty's  government, 
revoking  the  otdets  before  given  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  the 
other  conquests  then  held  by  his  Majfsty;  and 
that  the  final  order,  by  virtue  of  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's furces  actually  evacuated  the  Cape,  was 
sent  on  the  i6th  of  November;  that  on  the  said 
lothof  November,  the  hostile  spirit  of  France 
had  (in  the  judgment  cf  his  Majesty's  ministers 
as  now  avowed  by  them)  already  been  manifest- 
ed, for  more  than  six  months,  by  one  continued 
series  of  aggression,  violence,  and  insult,  for 
which  neither  reparation  nor  redress  had  down 
ro  that  moment  been  obtained:  tliat  the  oiTen- 
sive  principle  had  already  been  distinctly  ad- 
vanced, of  excluding  his  Majesty  from  all  con- 
cern in  the  affairs  of  the  Continent ;  that  the 
Spanish  and  other  Priories  had  already  been 
withdiawn  from  the  Order  of  Malta  ;  Piedmont, 
Farma,  Piaccntia,  and  Elba,  had  been  annexed 
to  France,  Switzerland  had  been  attacked  and 
'  su!)jugated,  and  the  remonstrance  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  upon  that  subject  had  been 
treated  with  indignity  and  contempt;  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Batavian  Republic  was  at  that  very 
moment  still  occupied  by  the  armies  of  the 
Chici  Consul  of  France,  and  its  internal  admi- 
nistration still  controuled  by  his  interference  ; 
and  the  French  government  was  then  actually 
engaged  in  tl->e  puisuit  of  those  plans  and  mea- 
sures for  the  subversion  of  the  Turkish  Empire, 
to  which  his  Majesty's  declaration  refers,  as  a 
violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace:  that  in  di- 
recting, under  such  circumstances,  the  final  sur- 
render of  the  Cape,  without  having  previously 
explained  or  arranged  the  numerous  points  of 
diiTerence  and  eoAiplaint  which  then  actually 
subsisted  between  the  two  governments,  his 
Majesty's  ministers  acted  in  contradiction  to 
the  sense  which  they  had  themselves  ma- 
nifested of    their  owji  duty,    and    have    im- 
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"  pr(>videnlly  exposed  to  danger  some  of  the 
"  most  important  interests  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
"  minions."— A  long  debate  took  place  between 
Colonels  Graham,  and  Boston,  Mr.  Browne,  Lords 
Kensington  and  Temple,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Sir  \V. 
Young,  Messrs.  Fonblanque,  Archdale,  and  Court- 
ney, Sirs  W.  W.  Wynne,  and  W.  Milncr,  Messrs. 
Metcalfe,  Gregor,  Borland,  and  Grenviile,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  F.xchequer,  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  Mr.  Canning,  Lord  Castlercagh,  ths 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  Secretary  at  War. — 
During  the  debate  on  the  first  resolution,  the  or- 
der ot  the  day  was  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  nega- 
tived x-^T,  te  56. — The  minority  were— Lord  Win- 
ning, Sir  R.  Buxton,  Messrs.  Burden,  Bradshaw, 
Brandling,  Cowpcr,  Unpre,  Dickenson,  sen.  Dick- 
enson, jun.  Hon.  R.Dundan,  Rt.  Hon.  VV.  Dundas, 
Sir  H.  Dalrymple,  Mr.  Elliot,  Sir  \V.  Eiford,  Lord 
Fitaharris,  Messrs.  Fuller,  Fergufon,  Col.  Grahaiil, 
Messrs.  T.  Graham,  Gunning,  C.  Hope,  Hamrnet, 
Henderson,  Long,  I>ord  Lnvaine,  Mr.  H.  Leigh, 
Hon.  H.  l.,ascellcs,  Messrs.  T.  Lowther,  W.  Lovv- 
ther,  Manning,  Sir  H.  Miidmay,  Messrs.  Mor- 
daunt,  -Morland,  Pitt,  M.  Pitt,  Phipps,  Sir  R.  PeeJ, 
Sir  Robert  Preston,  Lord  H.  Petty,  Messrs.  R. 
Penn,  Rose,  Rutherford,  Sloane,  Sturges,  Sir  J. 
Stewart,  Messrs.  G.  Smith,  Smith,  C.  Smith, 
Claude  Scott,  Sam.  Scr.tt,  H.  Thorr'ton,  T.  ViUicr'^, 
J.  Warde,  Wigiam,  Wilbei force,  G.  W^irde. — The 
original  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived  275 
1034.  The  minority  were.  Rt.  H.W.  Vv'indham, 
W.  Sturges,  Sir  W.  Young,  W.  Elliott,  Hon.  G.  H, 
Dundas,  H.  A.  Dillon,  Oascoyne,  Lord  G.  D. 
Gower.  Sir  W.  Eiford,  Hon.  T.  Berkley,  C  Cod- 
rington,  Holland,  Rt.  FL  G.  Canning,  Lords  Tem- 
ple, Porchester,  Folkstone,  Hon.  L.  Dundas,  J.  C. 
lieresford.  Sirs,  W.  W.  Wynne,  Gregor,  Cart- 
wright,  Lord  Kensington,  B.  Cook,  W.  Poyntz, 
Peter  Patton,  Rt.  H.  T.  Grenviile,  Dr,  Lawrence, 
Hon.  C.  Dundas,  Sirs  H.  Miidmay,  Dent,  C. 
Wynnp,  J.  Osborne,  Sir  R.  Lawley,  Lord  Morpeth, 
Sir  J.  C.  Hippesley,  Foljambe. — The  others  were 
negatived  without  a  division. — Adjourned. 

Monday,  June  6. — L(DRDS. — Committee  of  privi- 
leges postponed. — Several  private  bills  from  the 
Commons  read. — Archbishop  of  Cashel  and  Bisboji 
of  Lincoln  took  their  seats. — Second  Report  from 
Commissioners'  Naval  Enquiry  presented  and  01- 
tlereJ  to  be  printed. — Bills  on  table  forwarded. — 
Lord  SheiSeld  presented  a  bill  *'  to  regulate  the 
"  forms  of  convictions  by  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
'•  and  to  render  such  Justices  more  safe  in  ?hc 
"  execution  of  their  office,"  wliicli  was  read.-— 
Duke  of  Norfolk  called  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
ships to  a  breach  of  piivilege,  upon  which  the 
strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw. — Earl  Fitz- 
v/iliiam  moved,  "  i.  I'hat  it  was  the  duty  of  his 
"  Majesty's  ministers  to  make  timely  and  ade- 
"  quate  representations  against  all  tliosc  acts  as 
"  have,  in  tlieir  judgment,  constituted  a  seres  of 
"  systematic  '  aggressions,  violence,  and  insult* 
'■'  on  the  part  of  France.— That,  by  dignified  and 
"  temperate  renaonstrances,  followed  up  with 
«'  consistency  and  sustained  with  firmness,  either 
'*  the  course  and  progress  of  such  acts  would 
"  have  been  arrested,  without  the  necessity  of  re- 
"  curring  to  arms  ;  or  the  determination  ot  the 
"  French  Government,  to  persist  therein,  would 
"  have  been  distinctly  ascertained,  before  his 
"  Majesty  had  proceeded  fo  iar,  both  in  the  re- 
"  duction  of  tiis  forces,  and  the  sun-endcr  of  his 
"  conquests. — That  this  essemial  duty  appears  to 
"  have  been  neglected  by  his  Majesty's  ministcis, 
"  and  that  such  their  omission  and  neglect  ha\e'. 
"  been  highly  injurious  10  the  public  inter t:;*. 
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"  2.  That   the  principal   circumstances   which 

■  have  in  the  judgment  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 

•  lendereJ    it    impossible    to    exctUic    the   Tenth 

■  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  must  have  been 
'  known  to  his  iVIajcsty's  ministers  cither  before, 
'   or  very  scon  after,  the  exchange  of  its  Ratifica- 
tions, wliich  exchange  took   place  on  the  i8th 

'   April. — That  nevertheless  no   steps  appear   to 

■  have  been  taken  until  the  9th  of  February  last, 
towaids  obtaitiing  by  discussion  or  explanation 

'  with  the  French   Governmcnr,  the  removal  of 

•  this  most    important    difficulty. — That    so    far 

•  from  taking  any  such  steps,  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters madfi  repeated  applications  to  that  Go- 

•  vcrnment  during  tlie  whole  of  the  last  summer 
to  accelerate  the  execution  of  the  article  in  its 
present  shape,  by  co-operating  with  his  Ma- 
jesty in  Inviting  other  powers  to  guaratitee  it. 
That  in  consequence  of  those  applications  the 

■  guarantee  of  Austria  was  actually  obtained  in 
the  month  of  August,  and  those  of  Russia  and 
Prussia  were  jointly  solicited,  by  the  British 
and  French  ministers  at  Petersburgh  and  Ber- 
lin, so  late  as  the  25th  of  Novemher  last,  many 
months  after  his  Majesty's  mini.-,tcrs  well  knew 
that  the  execution  of  the  said  ar  tide  was  utterly 
impracticable. — That  this  conduct,  alil<e  iucon- 
si.stent  with  wisdom,  dignity,  and  good  f.iich, 
was  no  less  detrimental  \t)  the  interests  than 
prejudicial  to  the  character  of  the  British  na- 
tion, inasmuch  as  the  favourable  opportunity 
for  negotiating  on  this  Eubject,  while  his  Ma- 
jesty was  still  in  possession  of  his  other  con- 
quests, wa»  thereby  losr,  and  the  discussion  re- 
served to  a  period  when  a  recourse  to  arms 
constituted  the  onlv  means  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty caa  resist  the  unreasonable  demands  of 
the  enemy,  and  support  the  just  cause  of  his 
people. 

"  3.  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that  on  the 
17th  of  October  last,  counter-orders  were  dis- 
patched by  his  Majesty's  Government,  revoking 
the  orders  before  given  for  t!ie  surrender  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hoi)e,  and  of  the  other  conquests 
then  held  by  his  IMajesty  ;  and  that  thetinal  order, 
by  virtue  of  which  his  Majesty's  forces  actually 
evacuated  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  not  sent 
till  the  i6thof  November  last. — That  on  the 
said  i6th  of  November  the  hostile  spirit  of 
France  had  (in  the  judgment  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers)  already  been  manifesteil  for  more 
than  six  months,  by  one  continued  series  '  of 
aggression,  violence,  and  insult,*  for  which 
'  neither  reparation  nor  redress'  had  down  to 
that  moment  been  oh.tained. — That  the  offen- 
sive principle  had  already  been  distinctly  ad- 
vanced, of  excluding  his  Majesty  from  all  con- 
cern in  the  affairs  of  the  Continent.  That  the 
Spanish  and  other  Priories  had  already  been 
\i-ithdrawn  from  the  Order  of  Malta.  Pied- 
mont, Parma,  Plsrc^iitia,  and  Elba  had  been  an- 
'  rexed  to  France  ;_Swi!zerlan«l  had  been  attack- 
ed and  oubjug.ited,  and  tlie  remonstrance  of  his 
Majesty's  Govc-rnmtut  on  that  subject,  had 
hctn  tieat.':d  with  indignity  and  contempt.  The 
territory  of  the  Batavian  Republic  was  at  that 
very  mu.ncnt  Jfili  occupied  by  the  armies  of  the 
French,  and  its  iiitemal  administration  still 
controiiled  by  their  interference,  and  the  Fi-ench 
Government  itself  war.  then  actually  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  tliotc  plans  ;(nd  measures  for 
the  subversion  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  to  which 
his  Majecty's  Declaration  has  referred  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty  of  peace. — That  in  dirrct- 
ing  i;nd"r  sucii  sircumfrii.nces  thf  tiual  currju- 


"  der  of  the  C  spc,  without  lisving  in  the  interval 
"  made  any  previous  attempts  to  explain  or  ar- 
"  range  the  ntimerotis  points  of  di'Tcrence  and 
"complaint  which  then  actually  subsisted  be- 
"  tween  the  two  Governments,  his  M.ijcsty's  ini- 
"  nistcrs  have  acted  in  contradiction  to  the  sense 
"  they  had  themselves  manifested  of  their  ov,-;i 
"  dutv,  and  have  improvidently  exposed  to  dan- 
*'  per  some  of  the  most  important  interests  of  his 
"  Majesty's  dominions. 

"  4.  That  by  these  instances  of  misconduct, 
"  his  Majtsty's  ministers  have  proved  them- 
"  selves  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  this  House, 
"  and  incapable  of  administering  with  advantage 
"  the  public  a.l'airsin  a  crisis  of  such  unexampled 
"  dilliculty  and  danger."' — This  produced  a  long 
debate  between  his  R.  H.  th;  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Lords  Coventry,  Minto,  Grnsvenor,  Eoltnn,  War- 
wick, Scavboroush,  De  Dui5stanville,  Carysfort, 
Darnley,  Hobart,  Suffolk,  Grenville,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  Lords  Spencer  ai:d  Pelham. — ■ 
The  first  motion  was  negatived  S6  to  17,  and  the 
others  without  a  division.  Adjourned. COM- 
MONS.— Second  Report  of  Commissioners  Naval 
Enquiry  presented  and  ordered  to  be  printed. — 
Petitions  from  Manufacturers  of  Sill:  and  of 
Earthen-ware,  ag.tinst  the  Consolidated  Duty  Bill, 
presented,  and  laid  on  table. — Radnor  Election 
Committee  reported  the  sitting  members  duly 
elected,  and  the  petitions  not  frivolous  or  vc;;a- 
tinus. — Ship  Burnin^T  Bill  and  Ship  Passengers 
Rill  rend  and  passed. —  His  Majesty's  Speech  of 
November  last,  concerning  the  accommodation 
of  m.ercantilc  persons,  ordered  to  be  considered  ill 
Committee  to-morrow — Militia  Pay  Bill  read  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. — Committee  reported  Ord- 
nance Land  Bill  which  wis  ordered  for  to-mor- 
row.■=— House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
the  Secretary  at  War  presented  the  usual  Ssti- 
matcs,  upon  which  considerable  debate  arose  be- 
tween Messrs.  Windham  and  Pitt,  the  Secretary 
at  War,  Chancellor  of  the  1  xchcqiier,  Generals 
Tarleion  and  Norton,  and  Sir  J.  I'ulteney.  The 
Secretary  at  War  then  moved  the  following  rcso- 
Ii;tions,  which  were  agreed  to. — 29,3371.  tor  tliS 
full  pay  of  the  Superntiineraries  of  ihe  Army  ior 
one  year,  froin  the  25th  December,  1802,  to  the 
24th  December,  1B03. — 266,0041.  14s.  id.  for  the 
In  and  Out-Pcnsioners  of  Chelsea  and  Kilmain- 
ham  Hospitals. — 8110I.  8s.  iid.  for  the  Royal 
Military  College — 31,000!,  for  Royal  Military- 
Asylum  at  Chelsea. — 118,2701.  lis,  id.  for  one 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  one  West-India 
Rcgi-.iient  retained  on  the  establishment  of  the 
Army  ;  of  an  Augitientation  of  Di-agoons  in  Great 
Britainj  and  the  three  Regiments  of  Foot  Guards. 
—  ^i,oocl.  for  Allowances  to  General  and  StalF 
Officers. — 35,7511,  for  the  effective  Captains  to 
the  Companies  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry,  hereto- 
fore commanded  by  Colonels,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nels, and  Majors. — 1,747,5701.  for  the  Militia, 
embodied  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  Mi- 
ners of  Cornwall  and  Devon.— ^8,345!.  las.  7d. 
for  Contingencies  of  Ditto. — i43,8v)il.  for  Cloath- 
ing  of  Ditto. — 145,0001.  for  increased  Subsistence 
to  Inn-keepers,  and  Allowance  of  Beer  to  Non- 
commissioned Officers  and  Privates  of  Militia,  &c, 
— 416,000!.  for  Supplementary  Militia.  —  300,o-ccl, 
charge  of  Volunteer  Corps  in  Great-Britain.—. 
t; 8,333],  f°'  Barrack  Department. — Mr.  Pole  thea 
moved  the  following  resolutions  concerning  the 
ordnance, which  were  also  agreed  to. — 282,0651.10^, 
lid.  for  Great-Britain. — 20,::col.  further  Charge; 
of  the  Ordnance  Office  in  Ireland. — 38,9001.  out- 
standing Claims  on  the  said  Office. — Report  of 
Ft"  3 
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the  Committee  ordered  , for  to-morrow. > — Sccrtlnry 
at  War  presented  certain  papers  -f  pectins;  Malta, 
wl)icli  wcif  ordered  to  1';'  ,i  the  table. — Consoli- 
dation Dn:y  Bill  postponed  to  Tluirsday.— DuMin 
Port  Impruvcmeiit  J;iil  it.id  a  sicond  time  and 
cc.mmitted  for  to-morrow. — Supply  and  Ways  and 
Means  post;  oned  to  Wednesday. —  •\djourned. 

luesd^X',  Jj"s  ;. — LORDS. — Evidence  heard  in 
Foote's  'Pivorce  Bill,  wiiich  was  postponed  to 
Friday. — Bills  before  the  Houf.c  forv.-ardcd. — Pii- 
vate  bills  from  Commons  read.— Clergy  Residence 
Bill,  after  soine  discussion  between  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lords  Suflolk,  Auckland,  and  Roslin, 
tlie  Bishops  of  St.  As-iph  and  Noiwich,  and  liic 
Duke  of  Richmond,  cominirt-  d  for  Friday. — EiUs 

before   the   House    disi.osed    o.*'.  —  AdjO'arned. 

CO^.T^■iONS. — Committc-  (.f  the  whrlc  House  on 
so  much  of  the  King's  Speech  of  Nf>v.  23,  as  re- 
lates to  the  a.-conr.nodatioii  to  be  aiTorded  to  mer- 
cantile transdCtions  of  this  Cour.try.  Report  to 
be  received  to-morrow. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Wick- 
ham,  leave  gianted  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  empower 
the  Commissioners  of  the  First  Fruits  in  L eland, 
to  lend  a  certain  sum  to  incumbents,  &c.  witliout 
interest,  to  enable  them  to  erect  houses  and  oihces 
in  places  convenient  to  tiieir  preset ibed  resi- 
dences, S:c, — On  motion  of  .Mr.  Pole,  le.ive  grant- 
ed to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  the  Bo.ird  of  Ord- 
nance to  purchase  ground  for  a  depot  of  Ordfiance 
Stores,  Small  Aims,  &c. — Mr.  Whitbread  moved, 
that  copies  of  cert.Tin  examinations  before  tl'.e 
Coniniissioners  on  the  Abuse  of  ihi:  JJavy,  be  laid 
before  the  House.  On  the  fu>;gcstivin  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  motion  was  de- 
ferred till  Monday. — Bill  to  remedy  the  defects  of 
certain  Exchequer  Bills  brought  ia  and  read.— 
Election  iJribery  Oath  Bill  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. — Ordnance  Land  Bill  read  --.nd  passed  — 
Report  of  Committee  of  Supply  re.ul,  and  resolu- 
tions agvecd  to. —  Petition  of  Iiish  Tanners  refer- 
red to  Select  Committee. — Mr.  Ganhshore  !s.id  the 
Navy  Estin-iues  (m  table. — Mditia  Pay  Bill  read  a 
second  iiinc  ruid  ordered  to  be  printed. — Soldier's 
Pass  I'.dl  rc-id  and  passed. — Writ  moved  for  mem- 
ber i.-:  'he  inoni  of  Hon.  K.  Bouverie. — Commiitce 
to  propose  cstimntes  tor  the  ',iay,  ^c.  of  Irish  A'Ji- 
litia.  revived. — Mr.  FiizgevoUi  moved  for  account 
of  sums  ■levied  by  Grand  Juries  of  Ireland  for  l^st 
tea  years  ;  also  M.ims  kn'ied  by  them  for  the  Mi- 
litia.—County  Bridge  Bill  read  and  passed. — Ad- 
journed. 

FOREIGN. 

Comtam-nopk.  M.iy  5. — 'Die  Arabi.in  Rebel,  Ab- 
DDL  WccHAB,  lir;s  receinly  published  several  Ma- 
siifestof,  in  which  he  announces  his  determination 
to  establish  the  M.i/iomctan  Religion  in  its  original 
purity.  His  numbers  are  said  to  amount,  already, 
to  nearly  150,000  men.  Notwithstanding  the  de- 
cided opposition  h?  lias  met  with  from  the  Turks, 
he   has    extended    his    conquests    lo  the  City   of 

Fie':na,  ^tty  I:. — The  Dcputatio;!  of  the  Gsmmn 
l^mpire  havingtei  minated  its  labours,  was  Jicsolvtd 
en  the  lOth  instant. 

S u':tz,i:>!i:/tJ,  i\I ly  I?. — Tlie  Elect!, Uis  in  this 
Country,  under  the  new  Constitution,  ha,/e  ter- 
minated, almost  universally,  ia  favour  of  the 
friends  of  the  Old  System. 

Paris,  Mity  12. — On  Sunday,  the  Fjist  Consul, 
attended  by  Madapie  Buonaparte  and  Cambaccres, 
took  an  airing  in  his  Phaeton,  near  St.  Cloud,  and 
the  horsps  having  been  frightened,  he  was  thrown 
Outj   but  sustained  no  ctbtr  iTjjnry  than  3  spra.n 


of    his    hand. June  ^. — The  Par's    mcrch.ints 

have  voted  a  ship  of  no  guns  for  the  scrvige  of 
Government,  as  have  also  the  Conservative  Se- 
nate. The  Agents  of  Exchange  have  voted  two 
frij;,'',tes  of  4.^  guns.  'I  he  Mayors  of  Pans  hav^ 
opened  subscriptions  for-  building  sloops  and  gun- 
boats. The  Prefect  of  Police  iias  ordered  gun- 
boats to  be  latiit.  The  StuJents  of  the  Polytech- 
Tiic  School  hive  required  rermissiou  to.  build  a 
flat-boitomed  b,  at.  Antwerp  hai  subscribed  for 
a  fr!i.r  :c  of  ^4  guns. 

Lucieu  L'uon.Tparie  set  oiU  for  Spain  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  m-^tith. 

Pdcnlwgh,  May  6.— Touting  the  year  1802,.  the 
number  of  B:>tJu\v:  :hiiCity,  wts  7347,  Deaths, 
7324,  and  M'Vi/ngcs,  143c.  Of  the  lormer,  3CO 
were  natural  children,  14  foundlings,  and  z',  still- 
born. Of  the  second,  ^  were  •■'buve  100  years  old, 
20  trom  80  to  ICO,  ..Jid  r;.;o  under  2,  of  whom 
1270  were  boys,  and  490  girls. 


DOMESTIC.  ; 

FROM    THE     LpNDON    (JAZETTE. 

^4/  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  1st  Day  of  June.,  1803, 
p'iscnt  thi  KiTig's  MoU  Exccllvtit  Mnjaty  in  Council. 

This  day  the  Right  Honourable  George  Tierney, 
Treasurer  of  his  Majesty's  Kavy,  was,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's command,  sworn  of  his  Majesty's  Most 
Honourable  Privy  Council,  and  took  h^s  place  at 
the  Board  accorduigly. 

Whiuhall,  June  4,  1803. — The  King  has  been 
pleased,  by  Letters  patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
to  grant  and  confirm  to  his  Grace  Henry  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  and  tiie  heiis  ol  liis  'nody  lawfully  bc- 
g()tten,  tb.e  ancient  Barony  of  Bottetourt,  by  the 
name,^  style,  and  title  of  Baron  De  BottetRurf ,  a,s 
also  the  pljce  and  precedency  due  and  belonging 
to  the  said  Barony. 

Wh'itchcJl,  Jum  7,  i8o;^ — Tlie  King  has  been 
pleased  to  present  the  Rev.  George  Addison  to 
the  Church  and  Parish  cif  Glenyla,  in  thePresbyJ 
teiy  of  Mcigle,  and  County  of  Forfar,  vacant  by 
the  translation  of  Mr.  Gforge  Haldam,  late  Mi- 
nister there,  to  the  Church  and  Parish  of  Kingol- 
drum. 

St.  J'lnii'i,  J:,T.e  7,  I'^.^i- — Saturday  last  being 
the  anniversiiy  of  the  King's  birth  day,  theSfime 
was  obser\;"d  at  Conit,  where  there  was  a  ve>y 
numeious  and  splendid  appearance  of  the  no'iility, 
Foreign  ministers,  and  otiicr  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, to  ccmipiiment  his  Majesty  on  the  occasion. 
The  guns  in  the  Park  and  at  the  'I'ower  were  fired 
at  one  o'clock  ;  and  in  the  evening  there  were  il- 
luminations and  other  public  demonstrations 
of  joy  throughout  London  and  Westminster. 

ODE— For  hh  Majesty i  Birth-Day,  1803. — By  Henr-jf 
James  Fye,  Eiq.  —  F<'Ct  LaurCat. 
Britain,  alas  !   has  woo'd  in  vain, 

P.eluctaiit  Peace,  thy  phicid  charms; 
Comptll'd,  she  treads  once  more  th'  eusinguin'ci 
plain, 
Whtie  Ftirae,  where  Freedom  call  aloud  foe 
armfc. 
Yet  be  awhile  tl^e  battle's  sound  •• 

In  notes  of  festive  tiiumoli  drown'd  ; 

Whether  the  fiends  of  Discord  fly 
Portentous  through  the  fiery  sky, 
Or,  bound  in  Fate's  coercive  cliain,  :i  r:    .- 

Hov.'l  'mid  th'  infernal  seats  in  vain,  ' 

On  this  auspicious  day  the  Muse, 
Jocund,  with  grateful 'vcjice;  her  y/cnted   themft 
j5Ui?Ui;5» 
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Amid  tlie  boast  of  tyrant  pride. 

The  pomp  of  state,  of  armM  Mrray, 
Can  :A\  the  shouts  of  slavery  hide 
That  slaves  unwillinj;  homage  pay  ? 
■  No  force  can  shield  Ambition's  liead 
From  noontide  care,  from  midnight  dread, 
W'lien  the  still  monitor  within 
Searches  th'  abode  of  blood  and  sin  : 
While  he  who  rules  with  virtuous  sway, 
Whom  freemen  j^lory  to  obey, 
Sees  every  breast  the  bulv.-ark  of  a  throne, 
liis  people's  surest  guard,   its   saercd   rights  their 
ovin. 

Tlien  let  the  Muse,  with  duteous  hand, 

Strike  the  b"l  '  lyre's  responsive  strings, 
WMiile  every  m.i^ue  tlirough  Albion's  land 

Joins  in  rh^  hvmn  of  praife  she  sings  ; 
\And  Labour,  from  the  furrow'J.  plain. 
And  Cf'ii -iierce,  from  the  billowy  main, 
Willi  •    '  :e  syinphoiiious  bid  arise 
Til  'i  puiest  incense  to  the  skies, 
A'    v.-  ihe  proudest  wrtrfth  ;)>'  fame,' 
\'\''''ich  ever  grnc'd  the  victor's  name, 
A  n  icion's  votive  brcali  by  truth  consl^n'd 
'i'o  bless   a   patriot  King — the   trietid   of  human 
kiiiJ  ! 

On  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  June,  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  London  presented  an  address  ro  his 
Majesty  at  the  present  crisis  of  public  aflairs. 
(See  p.  8'8.) 

MILITARY. 

The  French  troop'*  under  the  command 
of  Gi'Ni.RAL   MoKTiE«,   assembled  on  the 
Lo-zuer  Rhine,  early  in  the  month  of  May,  to 
the  nmiib-^r  of  40,000  men.     On  the  17th, 
]8th,    19th,   and  20th  of  the  same   month, 
they  passed  the  Waal  at  Nimegtten,   taking 
with  ihem   a  great  quantity  of  ammunition 
and   provisions,  and    continiied  their  march 
to  /'rnkdni^  Doesbarg,    and    the   department 
of  0^rrvij-j',a-^d  e'^tr:blished  ih<-ir  head  quar- 
ters at  CWi/tir^f;/.     Tlie}' entered  the     'onnty 
oi  Bmthchn  on  the  20"th,  and  madt'  pri'^oners 
of   the  garrison  of  the  town   of    Beniu^j,:;, 
which  consi-jte.!    of  an    i^tiici  r  "nd  30"  men. 
A  proclamation  was  issu  d  by  C'n.  ?.L)rtier, 
to   the   Hanoverians,   accusing  the  King  of 
violating  his  most  solemn  engagements,  i..,,! 
assuring  them  of  the  favour  and  protection 
of  the  French,  (see  page  867.)  On  the  28th, 
the  Hanoverian  garrison  evacuated  Osnaburg 
and  vvfpf  ioi)ity)<^«,;7,!,andthc  inhabitantssent 
a  deputation  to  the  FrenchGeneral,  requesting 
Idsgood  treatment  forthe  town.  On  the  same 
day,  the  French  troops  pa-ised  the  Ems,  near 
jMippenj    part  of  the   infantry  marched    to 
HiUkhine,  and,  on  the  2C}th  10,0(X)  inen  en- 
tered   the   principality    of   Osnaburg.       The 
French  troops  in  Dutch  Hrahant,    ikrgcn  op- 
Zoom  and  Zeala?id  were   also   in   tnotion    to 
join  the  army  against  Hanover.     They  were 
to  be  replaced  by  other  troops. 

A  body  of  French  troops  took  possession 
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of  Bnmeri  on   the  2d  inst.  and  another  co- 
lumn was  on  the  march  to  Hamburah. 

TheHanoveriansaremaking  the  mostactive 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  t  ha  tj'^lectorare. 
Field  Marshall  Count  dp.  Wallmouen 
has  been  appointed  Ccnmander  in  Chief  of 
all  the  Hanoverian  troops,  and  FIis  R.  H. 
THE  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Lieutenant- 
General,  and  inspector  of  the  cavalry  and 
infantry.  The  greatest  part  of  the  army 
began  its  march,  on  the  24tli  of  May,  for 
the  territory  of  Osnaburg,  and  the  frontiers 
of  Y/estphalia.  Their  force  amounted  to 
18,000  regulars,  and  it  was  expected  that  it 
would  speedily  be  augmented  to  30,000. 
During  the  absence  of  these  troops,  all  who 
were  capable  of  bearing  arms  were  to  do 
duty  at  Hanover.  A  general  levy  was  about 
to  be  made,  throughout  the  Electorate,  in 
consequence  of  his  Majesty's  Proclamation, 
or  the  22d  (see  page  S.50)  of  all  ;jersons  be- 
tween the  ages  of  It)  and  60,  wt.i'.h  it  was 
stipposed  would  produce  200,000  men. 

TheGallo-Italian  army  has  received  orders 
to  occupy  the  principal  sea-ports  of  jtaly. 
Thirteen  thousand  French  and  Italian  troops 
arrived  at  Bologna  on  the  5th  of  May,  des- 
tined for  that  purpose,  3.nd  G£?7/era/ LiccHi 
was  expected  there  on  the  8th  with  a  divi- 
sion from  Milan. — The  new  fortihcation 
erecting  at  Alexandria,  in  the  D^-partment 
of  Marengo,  were,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
going  on  with  the  greatest  activity.  The 
garrison  consists  of  10,000  men,  of  whom 
1500  are  constantly  employed  on  the  works. 

Gen.  Stuart,  with  3000  men  has  been 
ordered  from  Malta  to  Sidly,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  Island. 


NAVAL. 

May   iSth.—  Capt.   Pearso7t  in    the   Doris, 
can-iig  'i(f  Ushant,    fell  in  with  the  Fiench 
lugger,   r /Iffrjiitcur,    commanded    by  M^^ns. 
Morce  Andrt:   Diitoya,     mounting    14    guns, 
with  92  mc^n,  which  he   took  at  ei    a  short 
running  action.     On  board  rAftVonteui ,  the. 
Captain   and   8    men    were   killed    a;.d    i4 
wounded.  On  board  the  Doris  one  man  was 
wounded. — May  28  — Caf^i.  Mansfieldxn  the 
Minotaur,   in   co.npany  with  the  ihunnerer^ 
made  prize   of  the  French  frigate  la  Fran- 
faise,   Capt,  Juricn,   35    days   from  Port  aii- 
Prince.     She  is  pierced  for  44  guns\,  and  had 
on  board  I87  men.  — -Since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,   a  great  number  of  prizes 
of  various  descriptions   has  been  takf-n  from 
the    enemy  and   brought   into   the  different 
ports  of  the  Kingdom.      A  very  considerable 
portion   of  them   from  St.  Domingo,  laden 
with  the  produce  of  that  Island. 
Ff  4 
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**    NUMERISGUE    1-EllTUK,      LEGE    SOLUTIS. 

The  X)octor  fcrsui  Cochr.-^DoJoi  L'Hjuitor. 
"  /  liipcdln  Numhers." — Poi'E. 

When  Arithmetic  first  I  begun. 

At  school  I  was  taught  numeration; 

So,  I  soon  learn'd  to  count  rumhct  one, 
The  principal  care  of  the  nation. 

Never  sure  v/as  so  hopeful  a  lad  ! 

And,  in  spite  of  all  peevish  detraction, 
One  and  one  to  make  thne  1  can  AiiD  ! 

And  can  put  a  new  case  in  iubtiar.ticn. 

If  ihittcen  from  nine  you  subtract, 

A  surplus  oi  cne  will  remain; 
Should  the  Stock  Holders  doubt  of  the  fact. 

Lord  Auckland  shall  swear  it  is  plain  I  * 

When  to  multiple-  next  I  attained, 

I  met  with  some  doleful  disgraces  ; 
But  the  best  end  of  numbers  was  gained. 

When  1  karn'd  how  to  kulti?lv  Places. 

Thus  to  multiply,  add,  and  subtract, 

Calculatois  may  hold  in  deriiion  ; 
But  when  in  the  House  l*m  attack'd, 

They  shall  sec  how  1  shine  in  divisiom. 

In  reduction  my  skill  you  raay  know, 
Tho'  my  rRACXicc  is  basely  traduced; 

Army,  Isavy,  and  Oidaancc  can  sh.cw 
They  were  Iiever  before  so  reduced. 

The  next  ri,U  my  w'tr-  did  confound, 
That  Gcldft  and  Grand  Rule  or  phske  ; 
Bur  Go!dcn  the  mtc  soon  1  found, 
■•  That  found  Gold  for  Bsagge,  HiLcy,  aadlMc:. 

■'  *  Lord  Auckland,  for  what  reason  is  bet-t 
known  to  himself,  became,  some  time  ago,  the 
voluntary  defender  of  Mr.  Addingtcn's  statement 
of  the  i8th  of  December  last.  This  defence  failed 
completely  ;  and,  we  are  very  anxious  to  see  how 
Lord  Auckland  wdl  make  head  against  the  proofs, 
%vhich  the  Finance  iVIinister  himsi-lf  must  soon 
bring  forward,  of  the  incorrectness,  net  to  say 
o^ross  deception,  of  riis  own  accounts. — The  ivr.r, 
as  a  cr.ui!  of  the  de;aication,  will  not  Aq.  Tiie 
defalrj.tion  began  !cf\>c  the  King's  Message  was 
sent  to  Pailiament. — But,  to  take  Lord  Auckland's 
"wn  uTO'co  :  "  Que  fd.i!e,  dans  unc  telle  r;Uit  .' 
*'  Attendre  le  jour  !" 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

St.  Dominco. —  In  reading  (he  several 
accounts,  wi^ich  have,  for  a  year  past,  bet- n 
published,  from  time  to  tniie,  under  (his 
head,  one  would  tl.ink,  that  there  must  be 
m-o  islands  named  St.  Domingo;  for  the  ac- 
counts to  which  we  allndc,  though  agreeing 
in  dates,  liave  constantly  disagreed  in  every 
other  particular.  Witiiinthis  fortnight,  the 
public  ha^,  for  the  third  time,  been  in- 
formed, through  the  London  news-papers, 
thit  the  French  army  of  St.  Domingo  was, 
at  last,  reduced  to  so  low  and  wretched  a 
state  by  the  F-lacks',  as  to  be  compelled  to 
evacuate  the  cokny.  ^Vhen  and  iiow  this  e\  a- 
..  ciiation  took  place,  and  whither  the  mise- 
rable remnant  of  ti^e  armv  had    proceeded, 
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were  poiiits  tiiat  were  not,  indeed,  speci- 
fied with  sufficient  detail;  but  the  princi- 
pal facts,  the  over-running  and  total  ruin 
of  the  colony  by  the  Blacks,  the  destruc- 
tion by  the  sword  and  by  pestilence  of  the 
French,  the  driving  of  these  latter  from  all 
the  strong  holds,  and   the  final  evacuation 
of  the  island  by  them,  these  have  all  been 
distinctly   and    positively  stated;    yet,  we 
now  find,  from  advices  of  a  date  so  recent 
as  the  15th  of  April,  that,  at  that  time,  the 
French  were  not  only  still  in  the  island,  but 
were  in  possession  of  every  important  post 
and  town,  and  had,  of  late,  met   with  no 
anr.oyance  from  the  Blacks,  except  at  Fort 
Dauphin,   where  the  Blacks  had  got   into 
the  town  by  stealth,  but  had  been  instantly 
driven  out   with  considerable  loss.     There 
are,    in    the   island,   ten    principal    places, 
Santo    Domingo,    Les    Cayes,     Jaquemel, 
Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  Port-au-Prince,  Port 
de  ?aix,  Leogane,  St.  Mark,  Cape  Fran- 
cois,   and    Fort    Dauphm,    every    one    of 
which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  French.;  and, 
the  far  greater  part  of  them  never  have 
been    disturbed   by  the  Blacks,    since   the 
French  army  was,  bv  the  provident  wisdom 
of  our  ministers,  suffered  to  reach  its  desti- 
nation.   Whether  this  brmy  l^e  greatly  re- 
duced, or  not,  is  a  fact  which  we  have  not 
the  means  of  ascertaining  ;  but,  as  we  have 
lately  been  told  by  the   Londop   news-pa- 
pers, that  the  Polish  Brigade,  "  which  was 
"  very  strong^'^  went  over  to  the  Blacks,  and 
as  we  now  know,  that  they  did  not  go  over 
to  the  Blacks,  we  must  conclude,  that  the 
French  have,  at  least,  one  strong  brigade, 
unless  the  circumstance  of  its   not  having 
deserted  should  be  lound  to  have  reduced 
it  to  a  skeleton.     The    real   state    of   the 
case,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  ascertain  it, 
is,  that   the    French  ha\e   from   21;   to    30 
thousand  European  troops  in  St.  Domingo, 
and,  perhaps,   10  thousand  Blacks  and  Mu- 
kttocG,    either   bearing  arms   or  perform- 
ing  the  laborious  part  of  the  military  ser- 
vices.     Provisions     are    supplied    by   the 
United    States  of  America,    and  are  paid 
for,  partly  in  colonial  produce,  and  partly 
in  bills  upon  England.     Ihe  hard  cash  that  is 
wanted  for  the  army  and  navy,  comes  Irom 
the  Havannah  and  Irom  La  Vera  Cruz.  As 
to  the  destruction  of  the  colopy,  considered 
merely  in   point  of  cultivation,  there  can 
be  no  doubt   but  it  has,  in  somq  degree, 
and  even  in  a  considerable  degree,  tak-cji 
place;   bi'.t,  upon  looking  into  the  accounts 
of  imports  into  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica,   during    the   last    \ear,   ue   firid   that 
more  colonial    pi-oduce    iias    been    brought 
thidier  frop.i   St.  Domingo,  t'nan   from  any 
thra-  other  islands  of  the  West-Indies   put 
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top^ethcr;  and  we  bc^  leave  to  ask,  whe- 
the  prizes  which  our  ships  have  already 
tak'. n,  and  one  lialf  of  which  are  laden 
■with  the  produce  ot  St.  Domingo,  do  not 
,afFord  a  striking  corroboration  of  our  state- 
ment.— That  the  war  will  greatly,  and 
most  injuriously  affect  this  colony,  cannot 
be  doubted ;  for,  though  the  Americans 
should  carry  on  the  trade  to  and  from  it, 
more  troops  cannot  be  sent  without  great 
risk,  and  more  troops  are  necessary,  lo 
complete  the  reduction  of  the  Blacks,  to 
keep  them  in  order  when  reduced,  and  to 
defend  the  sea-ports  against  our  attacks. 
But,  here  arises  a  question  which  we  once 
before  started,  and  which  must  rtceive  a 
solution,  before  we  can  proceed  to  specu- 
late on  the  consequences  which  war  will 
produce  with  respect  to  St.  Domingo.  It 
is  a  maxim,  elaborately  laid  down  by  the 
ministers,  and  deliberately  sanctioned  by 
the  last  parliament,  that  the  independence 
of  the  Blacks  in  St.  Domingo,  or  to  use  (he 
phrase  of  Lord  Ca"llereagh,  the  "  exis- 
"  tence  of  a  Black  Empire,"  is  more  dan- 
gerous to  our  colonies,  than  any  force 
which  France  can  possibly  establish  there. 
Now,  according  to  this  maxim,  how  can 
ministers,  without  intentionally  injuring 
their  country,  and  betraying  their  trust, 
adopt  any  measure,  or  wiliuliy  permit  the 
.doing  of  any  act,  which  must  evidently 
tend  to  the  restoration  of  this  dreaded 
Black  Empire  .?  The  French  army  cannot 
continue  masters  of  the  Blacks,  without 
receiving,  from  time  to  time,  supplies  of 
arms  and  ammunition  and  re-inforcements 
of  men ;  to  cut  off,  therefore,  these  sup- 
plies and  reinforcements,  will  be  to  restore 
.the  Black  Empire,  and  thereby  to  produce 
an  event  which,  according  to  the  maxim  of 
the  ministers  themselves,  must  be  iniinitely 
more  dangerous  to  us,  than  the  safe  arrival 
of  fifty,  or  even  a  hundred,  thousand 
French  troops  in  St.  DoiViingo.  As  to 
taking  the  colony  f:om  the  French,  and 
subduing  the  Blacks  our^elver,  tliat,  we 
should  suppose,  would  not  be  attempted, 
unless  ?vlr.  Tierncy  should  make  the  I'rea- 
sury  oversow.  Then,  indeed,  Lord  Mel- 
ville and  General  Maitland  may,  probably, 
be  called  in  to  carry  on  another  St.  Do- 
muigo  war,  at  the  expense  of  ten  thousand 
men  and  twenty  millions  of  money  ;  but, 
as  this  is  a  case  not  to  be  anticipated  upon 
slight  grounds,  we  concludf,  that  ministers 
will  iii.ike  no  attempt  to  conquer  the  island. 
Either,  therefore,  the  Freuich  must  be  not 
only  left  quietly  in  St.  Domingo,  but  must 
be  permitted,  during  the  war,  lo  receive  sup- 
plies and  re-inforcements ;  or  the  fearful 
|)lack  empire,  gcyerned  by  a  chif f  who  v.iii 
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not  forget  that  the  English  betrayed  his  pre- 
decessor, must  be  revived  and  re-established. 
— One  cannot,  (hen,  suppress  one's  astonish- 
ment to  hear  the  ministers  and  their  parti- 
zans  building  any  p;irt  of  their  hopes  of 
successful  hostility  on  the  injury,  which  they 
shall  be  able  to  do  to  the  fleet  and  army  at 
St.  Domingo,  when  that  injury  must,  ia 
whatever  degree  it  is  infiicted,  tend,  in  the 
same  degree,  to  the  producing  of  an  event, 
which,  above  all  other  eve  nts,  they  dreaded, 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  and  which  they 
must  now  dread  still  more;  because  the 
Black  Empire,  if  re- established,  will,  from 
having  overcome  the  s-rongest  European 
army  that  ever  was  seen  in  the  West-Indies, 
have  acquired  a  reputation  it  never  before 
possessed,  and  will  have  given  to  the  ne- 
groes in  all  the  otht-r  islands,  the  dangerous 
example  of  triumphant  revolt, 

American  States. -The  permanent  in- 
terests of  America  demand,  on  her  part,  a 
participation  in  the  present  war  against 
France.  If  she  had  adopted  this  measure 
last  war,  she  would  not  have  lost  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  by  French  seizures;  she 
would  not  have  suffered  such  unheard-of  in- 
sults from  that  power,  nor  would  she  now 
have  had  to  purchase  the  free  navigation  of 
the  JMississippl,  the  countries  on  both  sides 
of  which,  down  to  the  very  mouth,  she  would 
have  had  as  her  portion  of  conq-jest.  It 
must  be  confessed,  however,  that  it  was  not 
her  fault,  that  she  did  not  join  in  the  war. 
She  was  ready  to  do  it  3  both  the  people  and 
the  government  were,  at  one  time,  anxious 
for  such  a  junction  ;  but  Mr.  Pitt's  views 
never  extended  beyond  St.  Stephen's  and  the 
Bank,  if  they  had,  Buonaparte  never  would 
have  been  Consul  of  France.  The  minister 
really  seemed  to  have  adopted  the  notion  of 
the  True  Briton,  that  "  America  was  at /oj 
"  great  a  distance  to  be  of  any  weight  in  the 
"  scale  of  European  politics;"  when  it  is 
evident  lo  every  man  who  understands  the 
subject,  that,  with  America  on  our  side. 
Fiance,  Spain,  and  Holland  must  have  yielded 
to  any  terms  that  we  chose  to  dictate.— 
The  same  narrow  policy  will,  we  fear,  be 
pursued,  by  this  countr)',  in  the  present  war  j, 
and,  such  are  the  materials  of  which  the 
American  executive  government  is  r-o-nj 
composed,  that  the  'same  opportunity  of 
gaining  the  accession  ot  that  power  to  a  war 
against  France,  will  scarcely  ever  return,  tllL 
a  total  change  in  the  external  connexions, 
as  well  as  in  the  internal  politics  oi  America 
has  taken  place. — The  Americans  will  [ler- 
ceive,  their  governinent  will  suffer  them  to 
perceive,  nothing  but  their  immediate  inte- 
rests, which  interests  are  certainly  to  be  fur- 
thered by  neutrality  3  and,  the  game  notice 


8S51 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


[88^ 


which   dictates   neutrality  in  preference  to 
Tv-ar,  will  dictate  a  neutrality  upon  the  French 
principle  in  preference  to  a  neutrality  upon 
the  principle,  on  which  England  has  hither- 
to acted.     We  do  not   think  it  likely,  that 
America  would  join  France  in  the  war ;  but, 
■^^'e  are  certain,   that  she  will  endeavour  to 
stretch   the  rights   of  neutrality  so  far  as 
greatly  to    embarrass  our   maritime  opera- 
tions ;  and,  her   Hag,  while  it  shelters  the 
tioating  property  of  France,  will  also  shelter 
not  less  than  25  or  30  thousand  British  sea- 
men.    Will  the  Hawkesburies  and  Adding- 
ton's  issue  such  orders  as  shall  prevent  this  ? 
Thty  dare  not.     The  manufacturers,  mer- 
chants, and  money-holders  of  Great-Britain 
%Yould  soon  inform  them,  that  any  thing  must 
be  submitted  to,  rather  than  risk  a  war  with 
-America,  for  which  war  the  present  Ame- 
ricim  ministry  would  rejoice  to  find  such  an 
excuse  as  should  reconcile  the  measure  to  the 
people.     Our  choice,  in  this  respect,  will, 
therefore,   fwiv  lie  between  two  very  great 
evils,  botli  of  which  might  have  been  etfdc- 
toally  prevented  by  continuing  the  last  war 
to  a  s;ife  and  honorable  close  j   or,  by  begin- 
riing  the  present  war  only  six  weeks  sooner 
than  it  was  begun.     This  is  a  circumstance 
in  our  atfairs,  which  people  seem  to  think 
very  little  about;   but,  let  them  remember, 
thai,  next  Odober,   our  commercial  treaty 
v/ith  America  expires  j    that  Mr.  Jefferson 
may   then   impose   extra   duties   on  British 
goods,   and   may  do   many  other  injurious 
things,  unless  wc  leave  a  free  course  to  Ame- 
rican navigation.     In  short,  let  them  recol- 
lect, that  America  is  fully  capable  of  carry- 
ing on  the  commerce  of  France,  and  that,  if 
she  is  resolved  to  do  it,  we  cannot  prevent  her 
without  war,  without  cutting  otF  one-fourth 
part  of  the  export  of  our  manuf  i6lures,  with- 
out causing  the  confiscation  of  ^-£"'iO,GOO,OUO 
of  British  property  in  America,  without  ex- 
posing our  own  West-India  Islands  to  starv- 
ation ;  and,  let  them  recoiled,  that  this  great 
and  imminent  danger  might   have  been  ef- 
fectually prevented,  if  the  ministers  had  lis- 
tened  to  the  counsel  which  was  repeatedly 
given  them.     They  despised   this  counsel, 
and  the   people  joined  in  their  stupid  con- 
tempt. Their  reward  is  at  no  great  distance. 
Such  a  people   must  and   ought  to  suffer. 
They  have  sanctioned  the  expunging  of  the 
lilies  and   the  bartering  of  the   honours  of 
the  flag,  and  what  right  have  they,  then,  to 
hope  for  respeft  either  on  the  land  or  the 
sea  ?    What  right  have  they,  above  all  other 
nations,  to  prevent  the  ships  of  an  indepen- 
dent power  from  carrying  what  goods  they 
pjease,  and  whither  they  please:   the  ancient 
law  of  nations,  indeed,  gives  us  this  right; 
but,  have  w.e  not.  basely  abandoned  all  the 


principles  of  that  law  ?  Have  we  net  bound 
ourselves  up  by  the  convention  with  Rus- 
sia ?  And  shall  not  the  Americans  claim  a 
right  to  navigate  upon  the  principles  of  that 
convention?  Most  assuredly  they  will ;  and, 
as  that  convention  will  certainly  be  inter- 
preted to  allow  the  produce  of  the  colonies 
of  France  to  be  carried  to  or  from  France 
by  neutral  vessels,  we  can  see  no  obstacle, 
that  the  commerce  of  France  can,  after  the 
first  four  or  five  months,  experience  from 
our  maritime  exertions,  without  immediately 
producing  a  quarrel  with  the  neutral  powers, 
and  particularly  with  the  American  States, 
v;hich  quarrel,  especially  in  the  hands  of 
"  safe  politicians,"  could  not  fail  to  hasten 
that  catastrophe,  which  all  men  now  begin 
to  dread. 

The  coxduct  ov  France  is  precisely 
such  as  every  reasonable  man  must  have  ex- 
pe6ted  from  her.  The  arrest  of  English 
travellers  in  France  is  an  act  of  great  injus- 
tice and  cruelty  ;  but,  who  could  expect 
any  thing  but  injustice  and  cruelty  from 
Buonaparte  and  his  comrades  ?  If  you  will 
play  wit!)  a  tyger,  you  n.iiSt  take  care  of  his 
claws  ;  and,  if  you  say,  that  you  did  not  ex- 
pe6t  such  treatment,  the  unswer  is, — more 
fool  you.  Besides,  you  were  duly  fore- 
warned J  and,  therefore,  you  stand  charged 
with  perverseness  as  well  as  folly,  you  are 
entitled  neither  to  res pe 61  nor  compassion.— 
From  our  military  intelligence  it  appears, 
that  the  French  have  entered  His  Majesty's 
German  dominions,  in  spite  of  that  prohibi- 
tion, on  the  part  of  Russia  and  Prussia,  with 
which  the  London  newspapers  amused  their 
readers,  some  days  ago.  We  threw  out,  in 
our  last,  some  hints  as  to  the  disposition  of 
R-ussia,  relative  to  our  quarrel  with  France. 
We  have  seen  nothing  to  alter  the  opinion 
we  then  entertained  ;  and,  as  we  believe, 
thift  the  dispute  between  Sweden  and  Russia 
was  a  mere  pretext  for  m?king  preparations 
to  revive  the  armed  neutrality,  so  we  believe, 
that  Russia  will,  with  great  pleasure,  see  a 
war,  and  a  long  war,  between  England  and 
France,  without  the  least  desire,  that  it 
should  terminate  in  ihe  triumph  of  the  for- 
mer, li,  therefore,  any  convention  has  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  ot  keeping  open  the 
Weser  and  the  Elbe,  and  for  preserving  the 
stric^i  neutrality  of  the  Hanseatic  towns, 
Flamburgh,  Lubeck,  and  Bremen  ;  if  any 
such  convention  has  been  formed  between 
Russia  and  Prussia,  a  fa£t,  hov\  ever,  of  which 
we  greatly  doubt,  tliat  compa6t  is  by  no 
means  to  be  regarded  as  a  mark  of  friendship, 
on  the  part  of  those  powers,  towards  FJi- 
gland,  but  merely  as  a  measure  of  self- 
defence. In   the    electorate   of  Hanover 

the  French  will  find  a  considerable  booty. 
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Hanover  escaped  the  frriternal  hngr  which 
Suabia  and  other  parts  of  the  emj^-ire  t:;pe- 
rienced :  it  is  fresh  anu  fat,  and  a  most  de- 
lightful conqarst,  a  coinjuest  more  valunble, 
beyond  all  comparison,  than  the  prizes  which 
we  shall  n)ake  at  sea  div  ing  ths  .»  hole  of  the 
war.  The  Consul  will  no',  only  plunder  the 
electorate  of  its  moveablts,  but  -vill  confis- 
cate all  the  public  buildings.  laiiJs  and  other 
properly,  and  -vill  finally  sell  the  \,'hole  of  it 
by  auttion  ;  so  that,  it  is  by  no  means  un- 
reasonable to  suppose,  that  His  Majesty's 
British  dominions  may  be  invaded  by  troops, 
bearing  the  prodi^ce  of  ihe  sale  of  f  lauover 
in  their  pockets.  Noiiiing,  certainly,  can 
be  more  mortifying  than  this  reflection  ;  but, 
such  is  the  natural  consequence  of  commit- 
ting one's  af^^'alrs  to  "safe  noliticians,''  to  ig- 
norant, low- bred,  iow-miiided, selfish,  crawl- 
ing ministers.  Ir  is,  we  suppose,  very  pleasant 
for  a  country  to  liave  sucb  ministers;  but, 
then,  people  must  not  expert  tp  be  exempt 
from  the  pain  which  attends  this  pleasure. 
Hr-  who  preffvs  (he  spaniel  to  the  mastiff, 
inuNt  sobnaii  with  patience  to  the  robbery  of 
his  hous^'  -  Whtii  fi  France  has  or  has  not 
3  Tight  to  c.iake  wrr  upon  the  ElcCtor  of 
Hanover  by  way  of  avtn^^ing  herself  on  the 
King  of  England,  is  a  question,  the  discus- 
sion of  which  we  willingly  leave  to  the  su- 
perior talents  of  that  able  (ivilian  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  to  whom  His  Majesty  is,  in 
great  part,  indebted  for  all  the  innumerable 
indignitif's  that  have  fallen,  and  that  are  still 
falling,  upon  his  head — The  proclaniation, 
issued,  ai  Osnaburgh,  by  General  I-Iortier  is 
full  of  fdlsthoods ;  it  contains  a  most  in fn- 
rn'-zis  charge  against  His  Majesty,  whom 
this  marauding  general  accuses  of  "perjury, 
''  and  of  fals:f\'hig  his  signat'/re,  \<^  refusing 
"  to  evacuate  .MaWa,  r'„  ■ord>-;g  to  the  so- 
"  lemn  obligatici^s  cnntra(5ied  by  the  tre  ty 
"  of  AfTicns"  Now,  His  Majesty  certainly 
has  not  daiica  bis  si <^ nature,  ?nd,  as  to  ferjury, 
if  is  absolutely  impo-isibij,  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  he  sLuiikl  have  committed  it, 
Eut,  though  this  proclamation  is  nonsensical 
as  well  as  brutal  and  false,  it  n-ill  gain  belief 
pn  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  even 
apiongst  those  to  v-'hom  it  is  more  imme- 
diately addressed ;  for,  mch  is  the  w^ay,  in 
which  the  dispute  with  France  has  been  ma- 
raged,  that,  to  ninety  iiine  persons  out  of 
every  hundred,  England  appears  to  be  the 
aggressor  j  and  to  have  begun  the  war  purely 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  fulfilment, 
on  her  part,  of  the  trea.y  oi  Amiens.  This 
is  not  the  faft,  but  the  world  will  believe  it 
to  be  the  fact  ;  and,  it  Is  a  very  old  saying', 
that,  "  luhat  every  body  believes,  must  he  trite  " 
At  any  rate,  it  is  the  same,  in  the  practical 
jiSect,  as  if  it  were  true.    And  this  sort  of 


fatal  error  it  is,  that  the  conduct  of  our  mi- 
nisters has  enabled  the  French  to  invent,  and 
to  propagate  with  such  mischievous  success, 
f'l  short,  we  are  now  entered  on  a  war  of 
absolute  necessity,  on  grounds  absolutely- 
false.  Good  grounds  did  exist,  grounds  that 
would  have  put  all  the  world  on  our  side ; 
but-  the  bad  grounds,  the  paltr^,  the  false 
grounds,  have  been  taken,  merely  because 
an  open  avowal  of  the  true  grounds  of  the 
war,  would  have  been  a  decided  condemna- 
tion of  those  who  made  and  defended  the 
peace.  Thus,  it  is  not  suflicienl  that  we  sub- 
mit to  the  evils  of  an  injurious  and  dis- 
honorable peace,  for  the  base  purpose  of  in- 
dulging the  folly  and  selfishness  of  these  mi- 
nisters, but,  we  are  also  to  submit  to  the 
probably  greater  evils  of  a  war  generally  re- 
garded as  unjust,  we  are  to  return  to  the 
contest  stripped  of  our  character  for  good 
faith  as  well  as  for  courage,  for  the  baser, 
purpose  of  disguising  that  folly  and  that 
selfifci^ness.  This  is  precisely  our  situation; 
and  yet  we  afiect  to  contemn  the  people  of 
France  !  We,  who  are  the  puppets,  the  mere 
sport,  of  the  Addingtons  and  Havvkesburies, 
do  really  afftct  to  laugh  at  those  who  are 
now  surfeiting  the  Consul  \^\\\\  addresses ! 
We,  who  can  patiently  hear  Mr.  Addington 
call  on  us  for  sacrijiees  such  as  lue  never  before 
dreamed  of,  while  we  see  him  heaping  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  a  year  on  himself  and 
his  family  ;  v/e  it  is  who  affect  to  despise  the 
slaves  of  Buonaparte  ! 

Garbled  Papers. — But,  that  which  will, 
perhaps,  do  more  than  any  thing  else  to- 
wards blasting  our  character  for  good  faith, 
is,  the  garbling  of  the  correspondence  re- 
lative to  the  negotiation  wish  France;  and, 
we  are  utterly  astonished,  that,  oal  of  nearly 
a  thousand  L;rds  and  Common,-,  not  one 
should  be  found  to  demand  an  explanation 
on  this  head  :  that  not  one  should  ha\e  dis- 
covered a  solicitude  to  wipe  away  the  stain 
which  this  transaction  must  leave  upon  the 
government  and  the  country!  The  corres- 
pondence, such  as  it  was  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment, is  now  printed  in  French,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  circulated  over  the  Conti- 
nent, and  particularly  in  the  several  courts 
of  Europe  ;  but,  this  correspondence  is  gar- 
bled, say  the  French,  and  we  have,  in  our 
last,  given  our  reasons  for  believing  the 
French  accusation  to  be  just.  Why,  then, 
is  not  this  matter  cleared  up  ?  Can  any  one 
suppose,  that  the  silence  of  tb.e  ministers  will 
remove  the  charge  ?  Are  those  poor  raen 
weak  and  vain  enough  to  imagine,  that  the 
politicians  of  Plurope  will  regard  their  si- 
lence as  a  dignified  mode  of  treating  a 
groundless  calumny  ?  We  do  not  know  but 
they  may,  but  we  are  certain,  that  they  are. 
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and  will  be,  looked  upon  as  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  which  they  are  nccusfd,  unless  they 
bring  proof  to  the  contrary.  AVe  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  reader  to  p.  821,  in  our  last  sheet, 
■for  a  fall  explanation  of  this  matter,  which  is 
well  worthy  of  the  public  attention  j  be- 
cause, unless  the  accusation  of  France  be 
met  by  contradictory  proof,  no  nation,  no 
individual,  is  bound  to  admit  as  truth  any 
official  paper  published  by  the  British  go- 
vernment. 

King  of  Sardinia. — Our  readers  will 
certainly  remember,  the  repeated  boasts  of 
the  ministers  and  their  adherents  of  having 
oiia'uied  so  much  for  our  allies.  It  was  hard, 
indeed,  to  discover  any  thing  but  loss  and 
humiliation,  which  they  had  obtained  for 
them  J  but,  there  was  some  subterfuge  found 
out  respecting  every  one  except  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  for  whom  they  said  it  was  impos- 
sible to  obtain  any  terms,  without  giving  up 
all  hopes  of  peace.  Mr.  Pitt,  during  his 
defence  of  the  preliminary  treaty,  said.  "  he 
"  was  ready  to  grant,  that  lUf.  ought  to  ha-vc 
**  chimed  Piedmont  for  its  sovereign,  but  could 
"  ive  have  vbtahicd  it  ?"{\)  The  answer  to 
to  this  was  ready,  that,  if  ive  could  not  ob- 
tain it  hy  the  peace,  we  should  not  ha-vc  made 
that  peace.  Mr  Windham  strongly  disap- 
proved of  the  abandonment  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  and  denied  that  we  had  made  any 
exertions  to  save  him.  "  We  have,"  said  he, 
"  left  Sardinia,  without  an  attempt  to  re- 
"  lieve  her,  without  even  a  helping  hand 
"  stretched  out  to  support  or  to  cheer  her, 
*'  under  that  ruin  which  she  has  brought 
'*  upon  herself,  with  no  fault  on  her  part, 
■"  v/liile  adhering  faithfully  to  her  treaty 
"  with  U3."(2)  This  charge  against  the 
rnal'.ers  of  the  peace  is  now  preferred  by  the 
French,  and  communicated  to  every  court 
and  every  politician  in  I'Airope,  through  the 
official  channel  of  the  Moniteur,  which 
print,  under  the  date  of  the  3 1st  of  May,  in 
commenting  upon  that  part  of  the  speech  of 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  in  which  his  Royal 
Highness  lamented  the  hard  fate  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  observes  :  that,  "  If  En- 
"  gland  had,  at  the  forming  of  the  treaty  of 
*■'  Amiens,  been  willing  to  make  any  sacri- 
"  fice  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  3  if 
"  she  would  have  consented  to  restore  Tri- 
*'  nidada  to  Spain,  or  Ceylon  to  the  Batavian 
*'■  Republic,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  France 
"  vjould  have  made  any  stipulations  in  favour 
"  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  Hiat  England 
"  tuou/d  have  desired.  But,  the  cabinet  of 
*'  London,  injected  eveiy  arrangement,  and 
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"  founded  its  refusal  upon  the  principle 
"  (often  expressed  daring  the  negotiation  of 
"  Amiens),  that  the  Continent  is  ?w  concern  of 
"  Great  Britain,  that  she  esteems  no  one  of 
"  its  nations,  and  that  she  relies  on  herself 
"  only. "(3) — Now,  if  this  charge  be  well- 
founded,  what  will  the  world  think  of  us  ? 
What  a  selfish  and  perfidious  nation  must 
we  pass  for  ?  And,  if  it  be  not  well-founded, 
it  should  meet  with  instant  and  explicit  con- 
tradiction. The  ministers  must  not  say,  that 
they  are  not  called  upon  to  refute  allegations 
that  appear  in  the  French  news-papers. 
This  excuse  might  have  had  the  appearance 
of  reason  some  months  ago,  but  now  that 
they  have  acknowledged  the  official  charac- 
ter of  the  Moniteur,  nay,  now  that  they  have 
pleaded  that  official  character  as  giving  to 
the  Report  of  Sebastiani  that  importance 
which  rendered  it  the  subject  of  a  negotia- 
tion, and  finally  the  immediate  cause  of  a 
war;  Tiow,  we  think,  that  they  will  not  af- 
fect to  regard  the  Moniteur  as  an  unofficial 
paper,  and  its  charges  as  beneath  their  notice. 
This,  then,  is  the  state  of  the  case  :  they  are 
accused  of  having  abandoned  our  ally,  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  for  the  sake  of  holding  for 
ourselves  Ceylon  or  Trinidada  ;  and  further, 
of  having,  during  the  negotiation  of  Amiens, 
repeatedly  declared,  that  the  Continent  was 
no  concern  of  Great  Britain,  that  she  esteemed 
710  one  of  its  nations,  and  that  she  relied  on  her- 
self on/y  :  the  paper,  in  which  they  are  thus 
charged,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  is  full  as 
authentic  and  official  as  the  Report  of  Se- 
bastiani :  Sebastiani's  Report  has  served  them 
as  the  pretext  for  refusing  to  fulfil  the  treaty 
of  Amiens  :  therefore,  unless  they  notice  the 
more  recent  publication,  which  we  have 
quoted  above,  and  which  contains  a  charge 
most  injurious  to  the  character  of  themselves 
and  their  country,  we  must  conclude,  and 
all  the  world  must  conclude,  that  that  charge 
is  true. 

The  Continental  Powers  will,  we 
are  fully  persuaded,  feel  no  inclination  to 
meddle  in  the  present  contest.  The  princi- 
ples on  which  we  made  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
the  selfish  and  base  motives  by  which  this 
country  has  evidently  been  actuated  since 
the  present  ministers  came  into  power,  and 


(l)  Se^   Debates  on   the 
Vol.  n.n.  1111. 

tji)  Se^e  Debates,.  Register 


Preliminaries,  Register, 
,  Vol.  !I.  D.  11  SO. 


(3)  "  Si  I'Angleterre  avait  volu,  lors  du  traite  d'A- 
"  miens,  faire  quelque  sacrifice  en  faveur  de  son  allio 
"  le  Roi  de  Sardaigne;  si  elle  avait  consent!  a  laisser 
*'  ou  la  Trinite  a  I'Espagne,  ou  Ceylon  ala  Repub- 
"  lioue  Batave,  il  n'y  a  pas  de  dome  que  la  France 
"  n'eiit  stipule  pour  le  Roi  de  Sardaigne  ce  que  I'An- 
"  gleterre  aurait  desire.  Mais  le  cabinet  de  Londres 
"  a  repousse  tout  arrangement,  el  fonde  son  refus  sur 
"  ce  principe,  souvent  exprime  dans  la  negociatioa 
"  d'Amiens,  que  le  Ccntlnenl  ne  concertie  pm  Ij  Grande 
"  Bti'tagne,  qu'clle  n'en  estime  aucune  nationj,  ct 
"  qu'elie  ne  se  fie  qu'a  elle  meme," 
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by  which  it  is  still  actuated,  as  appears 
from  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  Decla- 
ration laid  before  Parliament,  must  prevent 
any  of  the  powers  of  the  Continent  from 
reposing  any ,  confidence  in  us  3  and,  we 
believe,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  them 
would  rejoice  to  hear,  that  this  island  was 
sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  The  Morning 
Chronicle  informs  us,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Bas- 
tard, in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Patten's  motions^ 
on  the  3d  instant,  expressed  his  hopes,  that 
"  we  were  not  yet  so  low  but  that  v/e  might 
*'  readily  have  the  assistance  of  stro;\g  and 
"  POWERFUL  continental  allies."  To  dive 
into  the  sources  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's hope,  would,  of  course  be  venturing 
beyond  our  depth  ;  but,  if  we  really  should 
get  allies,  it  is  very  probable  that  we  shall 
have  iheir  assistance  ^  and,  if  those  allies 
should  be  strong,  we  confess  the  likelihood 
of  their  being  powerful.  All,  therefore, 
that  we  have  to  regret,  is,  that  the  Iionoura- 
ble  gentleman  did  not  enter  a  little  more 
into  particulars,  in  order  to  afford  us  grounds 
for  participating  in  his  flattering  liope. — 
On  this  subject,  we  must,  too,  beg  leave  to 
revert  to  Mr.  Addington's  doctrine  respect- 
ing continental  allies.  "  The  duly  of  nego- 
*'  iiation  covivicncsd,  lulien  all  hopes  of  co^- 
**  TiNENTAL  AID  hi  clucUng  the  poiuer  of 
*'  France  luere  at  an  end!'  (4)  Well,  then, 
are  these  hopes  now  revived?  Can  we, 
agreeably  to  Mr.  Bastard's  wish,  readily  ob- 
tain pov/erful  allies  upon  the  Continent  ?  If 
we  cannot,  "  the  duty  of  negotiation"  is 
again  begun. — Mr.  Yorke,  also,  no  longer 
ago  than  Monday  last,  during  the  debate  on 
the  army  estimates,  still  attempted  to  justi- 
fy the  treaty  of  Amiens,  upon  the  ground 
of  our  having  been  left  without  any  allies 
on  the  Continent.  But,  if  this  was  a  rea- 
son for  making  peace,  that  peace  should  not 
have  been  broken,  until  we  had  recovered 
our  continental   allies ;    and  is  Mr.  Yorke 


prepared  to  say  that  we  have  done  this  ? 
No,  says  he,  but  we  have  had  a  breathing 
time,  we  have  recovered  our  strength  I 
And  has  not  France  had  a  breathing  time 
too  ?  And  have  we  really  renovated  our 
strength  by  yielding  the  Cape,  Porto  Ferra- 
jio.  Minorca  and  Martinico,  by  disbanding 
some  of  the  best  of  our  soldiers,  by  dis- 
mantling the  fleet,  and  by  driving  thirty 
thousand  of  our  ov%'n  sailors  and  naval  arti- 
sans to  join  another  thirty  thousand,  be- 
longing to  France,  Spain,  and  Holland, 
which  we  have  released  from  our  prisons  ? 
Are  these  the  changes  in  point  of  strength, 
which  now  enable  us  to  renev^  singie- 
faaiided   the    contest    which,     before    these 

(4)  See  Debates  on  :hc  Peace,  Ilenistcij  V^l.  U- 
p.  1142- 
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changes  took  place,  we  were  nvalle  to  pro- 
secute without  continental  aid?  No  ;  it  is  a 
fact  which  no  man  of  common  sense  and 
common  sincerity  will  attempt  to  deny, 
that  we  are,  at  this  moment,  less  able  to 
meet  France  single-handed  than  we  were 
to  have  continued  the  war  v/ith  her ;  and, 
therefore,  if  we  are  now  able  to  renew  the 
war,  and  if  it  be  wise  for  us  to  do  it,  with- 
out allies  upon  the  Continent,  is  it  .not  ab- 
surd, is  it  not  scandalous  to  the  last  degree, 
still  to  plead,  as  a  justification  of  the  peace, 
the.  want  of  such  allies  ? — But,  however  we 
may  settle  the  matter  amongst  ourselves, 
the  powers  of  the  Continent  will  certainly 
not  interfere,  while  the  makers  and  de^- 
fenders  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  have  the 
conducting  of  the  national  concerns.  We, 
for  our  parts,  do  not  believe,  that  any  set  of 
ministers  that  could  possibly  be  chosen, 
would,  for  a  long  time,  at  least,  be  able 
to  retrieve  the  character  of  the  country,  so 
fiir  as  to  regain  tlie  confidence  of  other  na- 
tions ;  and,  as  to  the  present  ministry,  any 
foreign  statesman,  who  should  advise  his 
sovereign  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  Eng- 
land, while  they  are  entrusted  with  her 
pov/er,  would  richly  merit  the  mad-house 
or  the  block.  No  3  the  Stadtholder  and  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  "  remember  the  Siadtbclr 
"  der  a?id  the  Ki?ig  of  Sardinia!"  This  is  the 
reply,  and  the  only  reply,  that  the  Adding- 
tonian  Ministry  ought  to  receive,  to  every 
overture  that  they  may  attempt  to  njakc 
towards  obtaining  continental  allies. 

The  Maltfse  Pap:;ks,  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Register  have  produced  greater 
effect  on  the  public  mind,  than  any  th^nj 
which  h,is  appeared  in  print  for  many  years 
past.     The  parliament  has  taken  the  matter 


up,  and,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Canning, 
two  papers  have  been  printed  5  one  is  the 
memorial  addressed  to  Lord  Hobart,  by  ths 
deputies,  after  their  arrival  in  London  ; 
and,  the  other,  their  letter  to  Lord  Hobart, 
previous  to  their  departure  for  Malta.  This 
latter  we  did  not  before  possess;  but,  the 
former  we  published  so  long  ago  as  on  the 
/(h  of  May  (-ee  page  GSO).  The  ministers 
have  laid  before  parliament  both  the  origi- 
nal French,  and  a  translation,  of  this  me- 
morial. The  French  agrees  word  for  word 
with  the  copy  which  v,'e  have,  and  there  is 
no  material  dilierence  in  the  translatioii- 
But,  how  comes  it  that  the  remonstrance, 
the  first  paper  of  all,  is  not  laid  before  Par- 
liament ?  Is  there  to  be  no  end  of  garbhng  ? 
This  remonstrance,  of  which  the  reader 
will  find  a  translation  in  p.  67.1  et  seq* 
we  possess  in  the  original  Italian,  W.« 
know,  that  the  government  has  possessed 
a  co]:y  of  it  evrr  since  the  monih  of  in- 
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nuary  last.  Why,  then,  is  it  kept  back  ? 
Why  is  not  the  Parliament  to  see  it  ?  Is 
the  House  of  Commons  to  be  thus  sported 
with  by  a  ministry  ?  If  it  has  np  right  to  call 
for  these  papers,  why  is  a  part  given  ?  And, 
if  it  has  a  right,  why  is  not  the  whole  given  ? 
There  never  was  an  assembly,  calling  itself 
legislative,  Buonaparte's  mules  not  except- 
ed, so  disdainfully,  so  conten)ptuously  treat 
cd,  as  the  British  Parliament  now  is. — The 
letter  from  the  Maltese  Deputies  to  Lord 
Hobart,  dated  2d  April,  180J,  (which  letter 
u-ill  be  found  in  a  foreg()i:;g  page  of  this 
present  sheet,)  is  intended  to  make  good  the 
assertion  of  the  ministers,  "  tliat  the /^co/'/e 
*'  of  Malta  were  satisfied  with,  and  grateful 
"  for,    the  terms  which  had  been   obtained 

*'  for  them   in    tlie  Definitive  Treaty." 

This  letter  was  written  in  London,  without 
any  consultation  with  the  people  of  JNIalta  ; 
and,  therefore,  as  we  befcre  ob'^erved,  the 
Deputies  could  not  speak  oiBcially ;  they 
had  no  power  to  approve  of  any  thing  which 
should  provide  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Knights,  in  any  way  or  form  whatsoever. 
Their  letter  covdd  amount  to  nothing  more 
than  an  expression  of  their  own  private  feel- 
ings and  opinions.  Besides,  what  do  they 
say  .''  They  beg  Lord  Hobait  to  accept  of 
their  '*  warmest  thanks  for  all  that  he  has 
*'  da g7icd  to  do  m favour  of  their  nation  \'  and, 
towards  the  dose  of  their  letter,  the  whole 
of  which  is  couched  in  very  ambiguous 
terms,  they  ask  him  "  to  permit  them,  at 
'*  some  seasonable  opportunity,  to  lay  h fore 
"  him  that,  li'hicb  luould  complete  the  felicity  of 
*'  the  Maltese  Nation."  Thus,  it  appears, 
then,  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  presents  and 
money  they  had  received,  previous  to  the 
writing  of  this  letter,  tliey  could  not  be 
brought  to  give  their  explicit  approbation  to 
the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which 
terms,  on  the  contrary,  they  arc  very  careful 
not  to  mention.  The  Deputies  were  s^nt  to 
protest  against  iht  restoration  of  the  Knights, 
and  to  declare  the  resolution  of  the  Maltese 
io  resist  such  restoration  tuith  the  last  drop  of 
their  blood.  By  the  Definitive  Treaty  the 
Knigliis  were  restored.  The  Deputies  could 
7wt,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  their  consti- 
tuents, approve  of  the  terms  of  that  treaty  : 
if,  then,  their  letter  will  bear  this  construc- 
tion it  is  of  no  validity ;  for  they  were  not 
empowered  to  write  such  a  letter  ;  they  ex- 
ceeded their  powers,  and  this  the  ministers 
well  knew.  But,  we  deny  that  it  will  bear 
this  construction  J  and,  we  ask  if  it  be  cre- 
dible, that  the  deputies,  if  they  had  meant 
to  express  their  approbation  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  would  not  have  mentioned  that 
compact.'  Which  they  do  not,  in  anyway 
whatever,  from  the  first  word  of  their  letter 


to  the  last. — Referring  our  reader,?  to  p.  769 
of  this  Volume,  we  must,    tor   the  present,- 
dismiss    this  subject,    which,   however,  we 
shall  not  fail  to  revive. 

Finance. — The  partizans  of  ^his  centi- 
pede ministry,  amply  partaking  in  all  the 
qualities  of  their  principals;  are  now  put- 
ting forth  writings,  recommending  peace, 
on  account  of  iis  axonomy,  just  at  the  \trY 
moment  when  that  peace  is  turned  into  a 
war,  and  a  war,  too,  wljich  calls  for  sacrifices 
hitherto  unheard  of,  and  that  would  have  re- 
mained unheard-of,  if  we  had  not  made  a 
peace  '•  to  husband  our  resources,"  a  peace 
of  "  capital,  credit,  and  confidence  !" — One 
point  only  of  this  extensive  a:  d  complicated 
subject  we  shall  here  press  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  reader.  INIr.  Addington,  in  his 
estimates  of  lOth  December  last,  took 
credit  for  ofd.oOO.OOO  as  the  surplus  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  during  the  year  1803. 
We  have  stated,  that  the  said  surplus  will 
fall  c£2,000,0()0  short  of  this  estimate.  Here 
we  remain  at  issue  with  Mr.  Addington  ; 
and,  if  war  be  pleaded  as  the  cause  of  th« 
defalcation,  we  shall  remind  him,  that  the 
defalcation  preceded  the  war.  Then,  too, 
we  shall  have  the  other  object  of  compari- 
son ;  to  wit,  the  produce  of  last  war  with 
that  of  this  war;  and  here  we  shall  soon  dis- 
cover how  prodigiously  our  pecuniary  re- 
sources have  been  augmented  by  the  peace. 

There  is  to  be  a  loan.,   it  seems,   after 

all;  notwithstanding  Mr.  Addington's  reso- 
lution to  raise,  within  the  year,  the  sums 
necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  year.  This 
loan  will,  probably,  be  small ;  for,  every 
trick  will  be  played,  in  order  to  put  off  the 
evil  day;  but,  by  the  terms  of  this  loan 
compared  with  those  of  the  loan  madei 
during  the  last  year  of  the  war,  we 
shall  be  able  to  form  some  judgment  as  to 
the  increase  of  "  capital,  credit,  and  con- 
"  fidence,"  which  has  arisen  from  the  peace. 
— But,  with  what  face  can  Mr.  Addington 
come  forward  with  a  measure  whereby  an 
addition  is  made  to  the  national  debt  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  war,  without  having 
first  m.ade  a  public  and  formal  recantation 
of  the  principles  on  which  he  made  the 
peace?  In  defending  the  Preliminary  Trea- 
ty, he  made  u.se  of  the  following  ever- me- 
morable words  :  "  I  perfectly  concur  with 
"  my  noble  friend  in  thinking,  that  weought- 
"  to  watch  with  great  care,  any  tendency  to 
"  increase  the  colonial  territory  of  this  country." 
— And  again. — "  To  those  who  wished  to 
"  continue  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
"  ducing  the  pnzuer  of  France,  I  wish  tu  state, 
"  that  another  campaign  could  not  hava 
•'  been  made  at  a  less  expense  tharv 
"  ci  40,000,000,  and  that  even  CERTAIN 
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."  SUCCESSvvould  net  have  been  ivorth  such 
*'  a  prJa .'!!!!"  (6)  Why,  then,  does  he 
now  call  on  us  to  make  sacrifices  ?  He  per- 
sists in  the  principles  which  dictated  the 
Trenty  of  Amiens,  and  yet  he  now  calls  on 
us  to  make  sacrifices  hitherto  unheard-of  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war!  When  he 
had  made  the  peace  of  Amiens,  he  depre- 
cated any  addition  to  our  colonial  territory, 
which,  indeed,  he  has,  since  that  time,  very 
greatly  diminished.  If,  then,  an  addition  to 
our  ozun  territory  he  an  evil,  and  if  "  certain 
"  success"  in  reducing  the -pozoer  of  France  be 
not  worth  forty  millions  of  money ;  we 
once  more  ask,  in  the  name  of  all  that's 
vain,  and  silly,  and  impudent,  we  ask,  why 
we  are  now  at  war,  and  why,  for  the  prose- 
cution of  that  war,  we  are  called  on  to 
make  sacrifices,  which  we  never  before 
heard  of? 

Censure  on  Ministers. — The  motions 
which  have  been  made,  in  Parliament,  on 
this  subject,  together  with  an  exact  account 
of  the  several  results,  will  be  found  in  the 
present  sheet,  under  the  head  of  Parliamen- 
tary Minutes. — Tlie  defence  made  by  the 
ministers  and  their  partizans  was,  in  truth, 
no  defence  at  all  ;  nor  did  they  stand  in  need 
ef  any;  they  are  regarded  as  the  persons 
having  the  places  and  pensions  in  their  gift, 
and  as  the  most  likely  men  in  the  world  again 
to  crawl  to  Buonaparte,  and  this  was  enough. 
Every  one,  however,  knows  them  to  be 
worthy  of  censure,  and  of  something  more 
than  censure;  and,  of  this  we  rest  assured, 
that  justice  must  be  done  them,  or  this  coun 
try  must  become  a  province  of  France. 
People  maybe  shocked  at  this;  they  may 
fret,  and  bluster,  and  talk  big;  but  that  will 
not  prevent  them  from  being  the  slaves  of 
Buonaparte;  that  will  not  prevent  them  from 
yielding  their  land  and  their  houses,  and 
their  carriages  and  their  plate  into  tlie  hands 
of  some  marauding  prefect  or  general.  Mak- 
ing the  peace  of  Amiens  is  a  crime  that 
must  be  punished,  or  another  peace  of 
.  Amiens  will  be  made  ;  and  one  more  such  a 
peace,  though  it  exist  but  a  year,  will  finish 
the  work  which  Lord  Hawkesbury  began  in 
conjunction  with  the  Commissary  of  Pri- 
soners.— The  pretext  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  others 
of  the  same  stamp,  for  not  passing  a  vote  of 
censure  noui,  was,  that  such  a  vote  would 
contradict  the  sentiments  of  the  address, 
AVherein  the  two  Houses  pledged  themselves 
to  assist  His  Majesty  in  carrying  on  the  v/ar. 
Just  as  if  the  removal  of  men,  who,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Pitt's  own  opinion,  did  not  deserve 
a  vote  of  acquittal,  did  not  deserve  to  be  re- 
garded as  capable  of  conducting  the  affairs 
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of  the  nation  at  this  awful  crisis;  just  as  if 
voting  for  the  removal  of  such  men,  wou]<l 
tend  to  iveakcn  His  Majesty's  efforts  for  pro- 
secuting the  war  with  success. — The  fact  is, 
that  Mr.  Pitt,  not  to  join  in  a  condemnatioa 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which  he  had  sup- 
ported, and  not  to  vote  with  those  who  op- 
posed that  treaty,  and  who  now  led  the  way 
in  proposing  the  censure,  took  a  middle,  a 
course  of  *'  existing  circumstances,"  which 
may  do  very  well  when  a  man  is  minister 
and  has  a  weather-cock  majority  at  his  com- 
mand ;  but  which  is  not  always  safe  in  a 
leader  of  opposition,  a  truth  which  Mr.  Pitt 
now  experienced;  for,  in  endeavouring  to 
avoid  the  charge  of  inconsistency  with  re- 
spect to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and -also  the 
mortification  of  falling  into  the  ranks  of  Mr. 
Windham,  he  exposed  himself  to  be,  and  he 
was,  from  the  mouth  of  his  own  creatures 
Lords  Hawkesbury  and  Castlereagh,  justly- 
charged  with  greater  inconsistency  ;  and  he 
experienced  the  greater  mortification  of 
being,  in  an  opposition  against  Addington, 
the  miserable  Doctor  Addington,  left  in  a 
minority  of  56  against  333  ! — It  is  curious 
to  observe  the  effect,  which  this  division  has 
produced  in  the  minds  of  the  public.  Mea 
with  wliom  Mr.  Pitt  was  formerly  a  sort  of 
deity,  now  speak  of  him  as  of  other  men, 
scruple  not  to  say,  that  he  has  acted  an  in- 
consistent and  foolish  part,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, they  push  their  satire  to  contempt 
and  ridicule.  One  cannot  help  being  shock- 
ed at  the  baseness  of  such  persons,  however, 
though  their  conduct  is  precisely  what  might 
have  been  expected.  The  birth-day,  too, 
which  v/as  to  be  celebrated  every  year,  haa 
passed  unnoticed.  Mr,  Pitt  is  a  great  ora- 
tor, but  he  is  not  a  great  statesman.  His 
measure  of  peace,  the  most  important  one 
he  ever  adopted,  has  failed,  and  the  country 
feels  it.  If  he  could  not  bring  himself  to 
vote  in  the  ranks  of  Mr.  Windham,  he 
should  have  kept  away,  and  not  have  used 
all  his  influence  to  thv/art  the  only  measure 
which  can  possibly  give  the  country  a  chance 
of  escaping  destruction.  His  absence  would 
have  added  about  40  to  those  who  voted  for 
the  censure  of  ministers,  and  rather  than  see 
such  an  accession  to  the  strength  of  Mr. 
Windham,  he  exposed  himself  to  defeat, 
and  his  country  to  destruction.  We  have 
v/atched  all  his  conduct  very  narrowly,  all 
his  m.anoi'uvres,  all  his  sallies,  all  his  sneers, 
and,  we  are  fully  persuaded,  that,  next  to 
the  possession  of  power,  next  to  an  absolute 
controul  over  every  living  creature  in  this 
kingdom,  nothing  is  so  near  his  heart  as  to 
keep  Mr.  Wmdham  from  that  eminence,  to 
which  be  krw-jvs  him  to  be  better  entitled 
than  himself.     This  is  the.  great  and  leadicg- 
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object  of  all   his  party  intrigues.     Fox   he     the  support   that   he  can    in  liis  own  line. 


does  not  envy  ;  he  cares  very  little  about  the 
popularity  that  he  may  obtain  ;  that  will  not 
injure  him  ;  that  only  makes  Fox  an  anta- 
gonist more  worthy  of  him.  But,  every  thing 
which  Mr.  Windham  gains  is  taken  from 
Mr.  Pitt;  and  this  the  latter  well  knows,  that 
it  has  been  owing  only  to  the  success  of  a 
well  combined  system  of  misrepresentation 
and  detraction,  that  Mr.  Windham  was 
not,  long  ago,  universally  regarded  as  his 
superior.  The  times  are,  however,  ap- 
proaching, when  this  base  system  will  no 
longer  have  a  prevalent  effect,  and  when 
the  nation  will  look  for  a  guide  in  the  man 
■who  foresaw,  who  foretold,  and  who  en- 
deavoured to  prevent,  all  the  mighiy  mis- 
chiefs, which  have  already  befallirn,  and 
which  are  now  befalling  us.  We  may  be 
mistaken  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
nation  in  this  respect ;  but,  as  to  (he  alter 
native  we  assuredly  are  not :  either  Mr. 
Windham,  or  some  one  of  his  mind  and 
principles,  will  direct  the  affairs  of  this 
country,  or  this  country  will  be  subdued  and 
enslaved.  If  Mr.  Windham  had  been  mi- 
nister of  Great  Britain,  America  would  not 
have  had  to  purchase  Louisiana  of  France, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  Stadtholder,  and 
the  Vendeans,  would  not  have  been  aban 
doned,  Germany  would  not  have  be^-n  new- 
modelled,  the  French  troops  would  not  have 
been  at  Hanover. — We  shall  resume  this 
subject  in  cur  next. 

The  City  Address,  which  will  be 
found  in  p.  86S  of  this  sheet,  comes  rather 
tardily,  and  by  no  means  breathes  that  ar- 
dour for  the  contest,  which  we  could  have 
wished  to  hear.  In  fact,  the  address  amounts 
to  this,  that  the  Corporation  of  London  are 
ready  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  order 
to  enable  their  beloved  King  to  make  peace 
with  the  rebel  and  usurper  of  France  as  soon 
as  possible  ;  and,  in  these  dutiful,  loyal,  and 
patriotic  sentiments,  we  dare  say,  they  are 
most  cordially  joint-d  by  ninety-nine  hun- 
dredths of  their  fellow  citizens. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

!?Jr,  SuF.Tr. — Always  ready  to  correct 
the  errors  into  which  we  may  fall,  we  have 
now  to  state,  that  we  were  misinformed  as 
to  the  intended  appointment  of  this  gen- 
tleman to  the  post  of  Secretary  at  War. 
JBut  though  our  information  appears  to 
have  been  incorrect,  it  was  not  altogetht-r -I  •'*  F"^  ^t.  Red.  s 
unfounded,  for  we  understand  that  Mr. 
SuETT,  while  he  declines  taking  the 
oi5ce  biinself,  is  to  give  the  ministers  all 


upon  condition  that  they  provide,  in  theit 
line,  for  one  of  his  relatives;  and,  in  order 
lo  an  honourable  fulfilment  of  this  stipula- 
tion, we  hear,  that  the  diverting  gentleman 
has  been  busily  at  work,  during  his  absence 
from  the  boards,  arranging  the  drolleries 
and  jests  which  he  has  collected  from  the 
books  and  newspapers,  ancient  and  modern. 
These  are,  we  are  informed,  all  pasted  toge- 
ther in  Slips,  which  are  numbered  and  fitted 
with  a  shifting  head  and  tall  piece,  so  ae  to 
be  ready  to  foist  into  any  speech  that  tha 
actor  may  have  to  repeat.  We  do  certainljr 
see  many  things  to  blame;  but,  when  we 
find  cause  for  commendation  we  are  the 
first  to  bestow  it  ;  and,  we  trust  that  no 
one  will  suspect  us  of  flattery,  when  we 
congratulate  the  ministers  on  the  acquisi- 
tion, which  they  have  made  in  the  inimita- 
ble talents  of  Mr.  Suett,  whose  shigle- 
handed  f/itxixons,  dictated  by  his  true  English 
feeling,  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  more  than  a 
match  for  all  the  support  that  Buonaparte 
can  derive  from  his  innumerable  host  of 
chanteurs  and  harlequins. 

C?  We  are  glad  to  perceive,  that  Mr. 
Peltier's  trial  will  be  ready  for  publication 
next  week  ;  and  also,  that  this  gentleman 
will,  in  the  course  of  the  present  month, 
revive  the  Ambigu,  which  the  tyranny  of 
Buonaparte,  aided  by  the  yielding  disposi- 
tion of  the  ministers,  compelled  him  to  lay 
aside,  during  "  the  peace  which  so  happily 
subsisted  hetiueen  the  two  coinitries."  We 
would,  however,  advise  Mr.  Peltier  to  be 
cautious ;  for,  though  he  should  even  again 
be  requested  to  write  for  the  government, 
let  him  not  forget,  how  they  uniformly 
abandoned  their  friends,  let  him  never  for- 
get their  treatment  of  the  Royalists  of  La 
Vendee,  and  let  bim  not  be  too  confident, 
that  the  very  works,  which  they  may  pre- 
vail on  him  to  write  and  publish  during  th© 
war,  they  will  not.  after  the  war  is  over, 
prosecute  him  for  selling. 
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TO    THE     EDITOR. 

Sir, —  111  your  Summary  of  Politics  for 
the  week  ending  the  7th  of  May,  I  ob- 
serve a  paraj^raph  referring  to  Sir  Henry 
Miidmay's  motion  upon  the  state  of  the  nav^y, 
in  which  you  again  quote  the  promise  made 
by  Mr.  Addinglon,  on  the  2d  December 
last,  in  the  loUovving  words :  '^  What  ap- 
"  prehension  can  be  felt  for  our  safety, 
*'  when  it  is  known,  that  by  ihti prudejit  awd 
*'  luise  conduct  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
*'  Admiralty,  such  arrangements  were 
"  made,  that,  in  case  of  emergency,  fifty 
"  sail  of  the  line  can  be  prepared  for  sea 
"^  within  one  month,  and  even  a  larger 
"  number,  should  the  exigency  be  pressing. 
"  Thus  we  are  situated,  ready  for  a7ty  event.^' 
— -The  explanation  which  you  represent 
Mr.  Addington  to  have  given  respecting 
this  promise,  in  answer  to  Sir  Henry  Mild- 
may,  on  the  ijth  ultimo,  bears  on  the  face 
of  it  such  a  glaring  trait  of  dissimulation, 
if  not  of  treachery,  that  I  really  cannot 
conceive  the  minister,  incapable  as  he  may 
be  of  his  station,  could  have  committed 
himself  in  such  a  gross  manner  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  the  nation,  and  even  to  the 
whole  world.  If  you  did  not  hear  the  ex- 
planatory words  f(om  Mr.  Addington's  lips 
yourself,  I  do  hope  and  trust  you  will  feel 
yourself  called  upon,  in  justice  to  the  mi- 
nister and  ibr  the  credit  of  the  country,  to 
declare,  that  the  quotation  you  have  given 
from  his  speech,  in  answer  to  Sir  Henry 
Mddmay,  is  incorrect,  and  that  the  repor- 
ter from  whom  you  extracted  it,  has  grossly 
misrepresented  him. — It  this  be  not  the 
case,  well  may  you  exclaim,  "  Wliat  a  shuf- 
"  TTel"  Indeed  it  would  be  a  trick  ot  the 
darkest  hue.  That  any  minister  of  any 
country  should  daclare  in  the  lace  of  the 
world,  that  fifty  sail  of  the  line,  "  ready  for 
*'■  j-ifrt^- -.gleans  only  '•'■fully  rigged  and  fitted 
"  oz//,"  but  without  the  '■''  comiilement  of  men^'' 
is  what  I  cannot  yet  credit. — Admitting, 
however,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 
tlie  quotation  you  have  made  from  Mr.  Ad- 
dington's speech  is  correct,  though  while  I 
feci  myself,  as  I  have  already  observed,  un- 
der the  necessity  of  doubting,  is  it  possible 
to  concei\'e,  that  Mi.  AdJiugton,  or  indeed 
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any  other  public  man,  could  be  so  completely 
igijorant  of  the  nature  of  naval  epuipments, 
as  to  assert  in  the  parliament  of  this  mari- 
time empire,  that  fifty  sail  of  the  line, 
"  reads'  for  sea,'"  means  only  "  fully  ringed 
"  a/idfi/tedout,'^  but  without  the  "c.;/77yz/e/','zc'«f 
"  cf  ?nen.'"  Such  a  palpable  want  of  common 
understanding  I  do  not  wish  to  attribute  lo 
the  meanest  capacity  ;  much  less  can  I  be; 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  first  minister  of 
the  crown  could  entertain  such  a  fallacious 
idea,  or  attempt  to  impose  it  upon  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people. — But,  Sir,  I 
am  far  more  inclined  to  believe,  that,  in- 
stead of  your  quotation  being  correct,  Mr. 
Addington  must  have  said — If  we  have  bjt 
men,  fifty  sail  of  the  line  will  not  oirly  be 
ready  lor  sea,  but  shall  be  actually  at  sea, 
in  less  than  a  month.  Thus  much  Mr.  Ad- 
dington might  have  said  with  great  truth 
and  safety ;  indeed,  he  would  have  been 
perfectly  correct,  if  he  had  taken  a  much 
shorter  space  of  time  for  the  equipment  oi' 
such  an  armament,  provided  the  ships  were 
in  a  state  fit  for  service;  but  tliis  i\^Q.  injudi- 
cious measuresoftheBoardofAdmiraltyhave 
rendered  totally  the  reverse. — The  circum- 
stance of  ships  being  fully  "  rl^ved  and 
"  fitted  out,^''  but  without  "  menf  would,  be 
ivorse  than  having  7ione  at  all;  for  without  men 
to  take  care  of  them,  their  sails  would  be 
rotting  and  their  stores  spoiling,  and  the 
ships  themselves  in  abiolute  danger  of  being 
driven  from  their  anchors  for  want  of  hands 
to  secure  them  in  tempestuous  weather. 
How  often  do  we  hear  ol  our  ships,  when 
even  completely  manned,  driving  from  their 
anchors,  and  experiencing  the  most  immi- 
n-ent  danger?  So  much,  indeed,  that  many 
are  under  the  neccisity  ot  calling  tor  as- 
sistance.— It  would  be  well  if  Mr.  Adding- 
ton, or  any  olher  minister  (whether  your 
report  be  correct  or  not)  would  give  him- 
self the  trouble  to  acquire  a  little  theoreti- 
cal knowledge,  before  he  speaks  on  a  pro- 
fessional subject,  upon  which  he  has  not  had 
any  practical  ei[)ericnce.  The  evils  that 
arise  from  the  assertions  f)f  men  in  high  and 
.dignified  situations,  vvlien  speaking  upon 
professional  subjects,  of  which  they  hav^ 
no  knowledge,  are  incak'ubble.  For  v»'hat 
G  - 
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man,  much  ]ess  a  professional  man,  could 
imagine  that  a  declaration  of  a  minister  in 
parliament,  that  _fi/fy  ships  of  the  line  could 
be  ready  tor  sea  in  a  month,  simply  mean' 
*•  rig^eti  and  fitted  out,*'  but  without  "  men?''' 
Into  what  a  false  hope  of  security  must  the 
nation  be  hilled  bv  such  a  declaration,  and 
into  what  a  .-.tatc  of  despair  must  it  be 
driven,  wheji  the  tlircatening  approach  <if 
the  enemy  to  our  shores  should  call  I'orth 
an  explanation,  as  you  have  ascribed  to 
Mr.  Addington,  on  this  momentous  and  ini- 
poriant  subjeci  ? — Let  it  be  supposed,  the 
French  could  effect  a  landin;^  and  prescr\-e 
a  footing  even  but  ior  a  short  time,  m  the 
vicinity  of  o;:r  naval  arsenals,  and  were 
theie  lo  f nd  f.fty  sail  of  the  line,  fully 
"  rigged  and  fitted  out,^'  and  of  ourse  with- 
out men,  ior  v>ith  men  the  eneir.v  never 
could  have  op;iroached  them  ;  the  conse. 
quence  would  be,  that  i\\€:-;e,  fifty  ships  of 
the  line  would  "instantly  be  sent  to  the  ports 
of  France,  from  the  very  circumstance  of 
their  being  equipped  for  sea  ;  while  the 
other  shq?s  which  should  be  found  in  a  state 
of  ordinary,  or  unequipped,  would,  if  not 
destroyed,  be  suffered  to  remain  in  our 
hands.  Of  the  two,  it  would  be  far  better 
that  our  whole  marine  should  be  destroyed, 
than  that  we  should  furnish  the  enemy  with 
the  m.eans  ofourovrn  subjugation. 

("to  be  ■xnt'inuedj 

PUBLIC  PAPERS. 

Letter  f' am  Lin.-t.  Gen.  M 'riicr,  coir.ma/iiiiil?  in  chief 
the  1-rcrieh  arjtiyj  in  the  Elecfuatc  of  Hanoi:er,  to  the 
French  Minister  at  IVar. — Dated  Head  Quaiteis, 
Nicivhw^ ,  June  4,  1803. 

Citizen  Minis  1  ER, — I  had  the  honour  to  in- 
form you,  by  my  letter  of  the  aSth  u!t.  of  the 
marcli  of  the  French  army  towards  Hauo\'^r.  Af- 
ter a  march  escebsively  fatiguing  acro'.a  arid  sands 
and  marshy  heaths,  I  took  a  position  on  the  .31st 
before  \\  cchte.  I  was  assured  that  the  enemy 
guarded  the  hne  of  the  Hunte.  Gen.  Hammer- 
i,tein,  commanding  the  advanced  gusrd  of  tlie 
King  of  England,  occupied  Diepholtz  with  the 
second  and  sixih  regiments  of  iutaiitiy,  two  re- 
giments of  cavalry,  and  a  division  of  artilierv.  I 
made  my  dispositions  to  dislodge  him  on  the  fol- 
lowing m»niing.  The  second  division  command- 
ed by  Gen.  Schiner,  that  of  cavalry  u;ider  the 
orders  of  Gen.  Nansouty,  received  order?  to  march 
to  Goldenstedt,  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Hunte, 
End  tl'.en  march  to  Suhlingen,  that  they  might 
cut  oi?  every  thing  they  might  find  between  that 
p  acc  and  Diepholtz,  which  the  division  of  Gtn. 
JVl<yntrichaid  had  orders  briskly  to  attack.  The 
enemy  seeing  that  by  this  movement  he  was  turn- 
ed on  his  right,  letired  during  the  night  to  Ber- 
stcn  — On  the  1st  inst.  the  advanced  guard,  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Drouet,  had  a  warm  skirmish 
before  Baaver,  witii  the  rear-guard  of  the  eneniv. 
—On  the  ad  the  army  united  before  Suhlingen  ; 
the  advanced  guard  moved  tov.-ards  Bersten  ;  it 
litre  fell  in  with  the  enemy,  and  iiof.vitlistanding 
the  superiority  of  numbers,  and  tlie  extreme  fa- 
tigue ot  the  troops,  who  liad  that  day  marched 
twelve  leagues,  Gen.  i^rouct  gave  the  order  to 
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attack.  The  cnc:ny  kept  up  a  warm  cannonade. 
bume  squ-idroiis  01  ti^.e  secund  regiment  of  hus- 
sars chargcti  with  valour  the  light  dragoons  of 
■he  9th  regiment.  They  broke  the  line  of  that 
corps,  whi>  fled,  and  we  took  several  prisoners. — 
I  was  infoiraed  l)y  my  spies,  that  the  head  of  the 
bridge  of  Niewhouig  was  repaired,  and  that  the 
enemy  iiad  collected  all  his  aitilleryon  the  right 
bank  of  the  VVer.er.  I  smw  how  important  it  was 
for  me  to  precipitate  my  movement.  1  marched 
my  reserve  artillery,  and  1  mute  all  my  disposi- 
tions to  push  and  beat  every  thing  before  me  iti 
the  VVeser,  to  force  the  head  ol  the  bridge  of 
Niew'ioiirg,  or  to  pass  behind  Stolzn<;u,  and  in- 
tercept by  that  means  the  commnniration  with 
the  capital. —  rhe  troops  were  in  march  wlun  the 
Civil  and  Military  Deputies  of  the  Regency  of 
Hanover  presented  thcmselvtsbefoie  my  adv.tnced 
posts  :  they  invited  me  to  suspend  my  march,  and 
announced  to  me  that  they  were  ready  to  make 
advantageous  propo.itioiis — My  answer  was  in 
the  negative;  they  retarn;-d  tu  make  me  new  pro- 
positions; 1  informed  them  I  would  listen  to 
none,  unless  1  had  the  certainty  of  im.mcd lately 
occupying  the  country  of  Hanaver,  antl  particu- 
larly all  the  strong  places  belonging  to  it.  After 
a  long  discu.ssion,  they  sigiied  a  convention,  which 
1  accepted  under  the  condition  that  it  should  be 
ratified  by  the  respective  governments.  You  will 
see  that  the  army  of  the  King  Oi'  England  are 
prisoners  of  war,  that  I  am  master  of  the  whole 
country,  and  particularly  of  the  mouths  of  the 
Elbe  and  the  Weser. — I  have  gjven  orders  to  sei;jc 
?.ll  tile  vessels  which  are  on  those  rivers.  The 
Duke  of  Cambiidgc,  t.he  son  ot  the  King  of  En- 
gland, and  Governor  of  Hanover,  judged  it  pro- 
per to  give  in  his  resignation  before  the  battle, 
and  to  make  hi.s  retreat  in  haste.  He  had,  how- 
ever, promised  to  die  with  the  levy  en  m.isse  ■  it  is 
probable,  that  h?  'ivili  be  embarked  before  we 
arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe — We  found  at 
Niewboarg  14,00c  new  musket.',  and  a  good  deal 
of  artillery.  According  £0  tb.c  accounts  rendered 
to  me,  I  piesume  that  I  shall  find  in  the  maga- 
zines and  places  of  Hanover  about  ]Oo,cOo  mus- 
kets, and  more  than  loco  pieces  of  aitillety. — I 
"^hall  be  the  day  after  to-morrow  in  the  City  of 
Hanover,  the  continental  capital  of  the  King  of 
England.  I  have  found  a  considerable  number  of 
horses  for  remounting  the  cavalry,  and  furnishing 
the  artillery.  Mue-h  prals;  is  due  to  the  care  and 
zeal  of  Gen.  Dulauly. — 1  have  the  honour  to  salute 
you.  Edward  Mortier. 

Ctiiivcntion  signed  l>ct-iveen  Aless'S.  the  Civil  and  Mi- 
ittary  Diputie^  of  the  Regency  of  Hunover  and 
Licuttndnt-(ii.n:ral  Moitier,  Ccin:»ia7ld.r  in  Chief  of 
the  Fieneh  ^-Inv-W 

Art.  I.  Hanover  shall  be  occupied  by  the 
French  army,  as  well  as  the  forts  dependent  on  it. 
— 1.  The  Hanoverian  troops  shall  retire  behind 
the  Elbe;  they  shall  engage  on  their  parole  of 
honour  not  to  coiTmit  any  hostilities,  or  to  bear 
arms  against  tlie  French  army  or  its  allies,  so  long 
as  the  war  shall  continue  between  ■'i^iince  and 
England.  Tliey  shall  not  be  released  from  this 
oath  until  after  they  have  been  exchanged  against 
au  equal  number  of  French  generals,  ollicers,  su- 
balterns, soldiers,  or  sailors,  who  may  happen  to 
be  'at  the  disposal  of  England  — 3,  No  individual 
of  the  Hanoveriati  fjoops  shall  quit  the  place 
assigned  him,  without  information  being  given  to 
the  general  commander  in  chief. — 4.  The  Hano- 
verian army  sha'.l  retire  with  the  honours  of  war  ; 
the  regiments  shall  take  with  them  their  field 
',  pieces. — '^.  Tlie  artillery,  powder,  arms,  and  am- 
1  muniiit^ii  ot  every  description,  shall  be  placed  at 
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tlie  disposal  of  the  French  army. — 6.  All  the  ef- 
fects whatsoever  belonging  to  the  King  of  En- 
gUiid,  shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  French 
aimy. —  7.  All  public  monies  siisll  be  sequestrated, 
but  that  of  the  university  shall  be  ap[)ropriated 
to  its  original  object.— S.  Every  English  soldier, 
or  agent  whatsoever,  in  the  p.iy  of  England,  ^hall 
be  aricsted  by  order  of  the  general  commander  in 
chief,  and  sent  into  France. — 9.  The  geneial 
cominander  in  chief  reserves  to  himself  the  pow^r 
01  niiikini;  in  the  government,  and  authoritits  con- 
stituted by  the  Elector,  such  changes  as  he  thnll 
think  proper. — 10.  All  the  French  cavalry  s!ial! 
be  renuunted  at  the  expense  of  Hanover;  the 
clectura  e  thzU  also  provide  fnr  the  pay,  clothing, 
and  ioud  of  the  I-Veich  army. —  il.  The  worship 
cf  the  different  religions  shall  be  maintained  on 
the  present  footing. — 12.  All  persons,  and  all  the 
properry  and  families  of  Hanoverian  officers,  shall 
be  under  the  safeguard  of  French  honour. — 13. 
All  the  revenues  of  the  countrv,  as  well  as  the 
electoial  (lo.itains,  and  the  public  coiitrihutii'iis, 
shall  b;.-  at  the  disposal  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. The  engagements  already  made  shall  be 
respected.— ^14.  The  present  government  of  the 
electorate  j;h  ill  abstain  from  exercising  any  species 
of  authority  througiiout  the  Country  occupied  by 
the  Frencii  troops. — 13.  The  general  commander 
in  chief  shall  levy  on  the  electorate  of  fianovtr 
such  contribution  as  he  shall  think  necessary  for 
tlie  wants  of  the  army. —  r6  Every  article  on 
which  doubts  .^halt  arise,  shall  be  interpreted  fa- 
vourably to  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  electorate. — 
I  7.  The  prccc.  ing  articles  shall  not  prejudice  tiie 
stipulations  which  may  be  agreed  upon  in  favour 
of  the  electorate,  between  the  First  Consul  and 
any  Mediating  Power. 

Doilf  ,.'t  t.'ie.  Head  Quarters  at  Snh!h:^en,  t!ie  2^  °f 
June,     1803,  —  (S.iviig   the   ^f probation   cf  the   Fii U 

Ed.  MoRTIER,  Lfcuteiumt-General,  C}>nm,indir  in 
Chief. — F.  DE  JiREMER,  Judge  of  the  ELctorjl  Court 
of  Justice  and  I'lovi'.c'ud  Cou'iicHor. — G.  De  Bocii, 
Lieutenant -C'Jom I  Commandant  cf  the  Regiment  of  Etcc- 
tO'al  Body  Guards. 


FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Orders  isuted  at  Hanover,  addressed  to  the  Magistrates, 
&c.  ^c.  on  the  3  \st  of  May,  1 803. 
As  we  understand  that  many  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Public  Officers  of  the  country  wish  to  receive 
directions  in  what  manner  to  conduct  themselves, 
should  French  troops  advance  near  the  frontiers 
01  this  territory,  we  recommend  to  them  in  gene- 
ra!— r.  That  they  regulate  especially  their  whole 
conduct  on  the  principle  of  the  strictest  neutra- 
lity, which  it  belongs  to  this  territory  to  main- 
tain, as  entirely  inde()endent  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  a  completely  separate 
possession,  accoiding  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Empire,  ai'd  the  guaiantte  of  the  ticaty  of  Lune- 
viile.  —  z.  '1  hat  they  readily  furnish  whatever  may 
be  required  of  them;  as  it  is  hoped  only  on  the 
frontiers,  and — 3.  That  they  on  no  account  desert 
their  offices  and  posts,  but  remain  in  them,  and 
faiihluUy  fulfill  their  duty. 

C,  A.  R.  Count  Von  Kielmansegge. 


Cirsular  Letter  frq/n  the  First  Consul  of  F'anre  t't  the 
Cardinals,  .'/rc/}i>!\hcps,  and  Biihofs  if  that  Ciun'ij. — 
Dated  qth  June,   1803. 

Sir, — T"he  motives  ©f  the  present  war  are  known 
to  all  Europe.  The  bad  faith  of  the  King  of  En- 
gland, who  has  viulated  the  sanctity  of  treaties, 


in  refusing  to  restore  Malta  to  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem,  who  has  attacked  our  merchant 
ships  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war, 
the  necessity  of  a  just  defence,  every  thing  obliges 
us  to  resort  to  aims.  I,  therefoie,  write  you  this 
letter  to  tell  you,  that  I  wish  you  to  (jlTtr  up 
prayers  to  obtain  the  blessing  of  1-ieaven  upon 
QUI  enterprises.  The  proofs  I  hive  received  of 
your  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  state,  as.mrc  me 
that  you  will  conform  with  pleasure  to  :ny  in  ca- 
tions. Buonaparte. 


FOREIGN. 

Rome,  Miiy  16. — His  Holiness  held  a  secret  con- 
sistory this  day,  at  the  C^iirinal  Palace,  when 
Jo.eph  Charles  Loi ,  of  Norogna  arjd  Abranches, 
grandee  of  the  kingdom  and  head  of  the  patriarchal 
chuichoi  Lisbon,  was  created  Card/n.il. 

P,teii!>o!/rg,  M.iy  26. — The  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  fonndition  of  this  city,  hy  Peter  the  Great, 
wa.s  celebrated  here  on  the  24th  inst.  with  the 
greatest  solemnity. 

Najjl'^,  Mayi%. — The  approaclung  contest  be- 
tween England  and  France  has  created  the  greatest 
alarm  thiotighcuc  the  dominions  of  hi  >  Neapoli- 
tan Majesty,  who  is  said  to  have  applied  lo  the 
Emperor  ot  Russia  for  .■security. 

Berlin,  Al.iy  29. —  A  few  days  ago,  A/,  de  C/sar 
departed  on  his  embassy  from  his  Majcity  to  the 
Batavian  Republic. 

Uague,  fune  2. — The  Legislative  Body  of  the 
Batavian  Republic  terminated  its  .session  yester- 
day. C\t.  Hcldeivier  wsLS  noi:iinated  President  of 
the  extraordinary  sittings  v.-hicls  may  take  place 
previous  to  a  new  convocation.  To-day  a  message 
was  sent  fiom  the  go^'ernment  requiring  an  ex- 
traordinary session.  The  Legislative  Assembly 
adjourned  to  the  14th  inst. 

F.iris,  June  11. —  Addresses  coipe  pouring  ia 
daily  fi  om  all  parts  of  France  to  the  Fust  Consul, 
assuring  him  of  support  in  the  war  agalnft  !■  u- 
gbmd.— The  city  of  Rouen  has  voted  a  74  gun 
ship  for  the  government  — Voluntaiy  subscript iuus 
for  building  gun  buats,  &.C.  are  made  v,-ith  great 
liberality. 

DOMESTIC. 

FROM  THE  LONDON  GAZETTE. 
The  Gazette  of  Saturday,  June  11,  contains  an 
Order  in  Council  for  prolong  iig,  to  the  ist  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1804,  the  Order  of  the  13th  July  iSor, 
which  declared  the  Port  of  La  Valetta,  in  the 
Island  of  Malta  to  be  free  to  the  subjects  cf  all 
states  in  amity  with  His  f4ajety. 

Carlton  Hou^e^  June  3,  1803. — His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
the  Reverend  Ch-jrles  Baiker,  B.  D.  Suli-L'eaii  ai;cl 
Canon-Residentiaiy  of  Vvclls,  to  lie  0:ie  of  iiis 
Rov;(l  Highness's  Chaplains  in  Ordinary. 

IVhitehull,  June  14,  1803. —  The  King  has  been 
pleased  to  grant  the  dignity  of  a  Baronet  of  the 
UnitctI  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to 
the  fulli-wiiig  gent  emeu,   and  the  respective  heii3 

mali"  of  their  bories  id  .vtully  begotten,   viz. 

Richard  Brooke  de  Capell  Brooke,  of  Great  Oakley, 
in  the  county  of  Noithampton,  and  of  Ahadoc 
and  Roborough,  in  the  cmu-tv  of  Cork,  Esq. — 
The  Right  Honourable  John  Stewart,  of  Athen- 
ree,  in  tlie  county  of  Tvione. —  '  he  Rev.  James 
Stronge,  Clerk,  Viaster  ot  Arts,  ot  Tynan,  in  the 
county  of  Armagh,  and  of  Thorishill,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Dublin. 

Q^iown  Office^  June  '4,  1R03. — Member  returned 
Gg2 
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'■o  serve  in  this  present  Parliament. — Towp  of 
Nottingham — Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esq.  in  the 
room  ot  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.  whose  election  for  the 
said  town  has  been  determined  to  be  void. 

Nctti'ig/iam,  June  6.  —  At  the  clnfe  of  the  poll, 
this  evening,  for  the  election  of  member  of  par- 
liament, Mr.  Birch  had  1165  votes,  and  Mr.  Cokk 
135:;.  Majority  in  favour  of  Mr.  CoKt  Iqo.  Mr. 
Birch  having  con>-.ulted  his  friends  gave  up  the 
conteit.     The  town  wa?  very  quiet. 

Lond'.ji,  June  10. — The  Lord  M.wor  held  a  ward- 
mote this  day,  in  the  ward  o-f  Bridge,  for  the  elec 
tion  of  an  alderman  in  tlie  room  of  George  Hib- 
'BERT,  Esq.  resigned,  when  Sir  Matthew  Blox- 
MAN  was  elected. — June  11,  Capt.  Jame^  Bowen, 
Capt.  1  uoMAS  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  E.  Rouverie 
haVe  been  recently  appointed  to  the  Transpoit 
Board. —  I  he  Right  Hon.  Ji^hn  Stewaut,  late 
attoniey-g^ncial  tor  Irehino,  has  resigned,  and  is 
succeeded  by  Standish  O'Gueady,  L^q. — June  14. 
Yesterday  morning  at  ten  o'clock  the  gentlemen 
who  intended  to  bid  for  the  loan,  waited  upon  the 
minister  at  his  house  in  Downing  street.  Ihe 
biddings  were  as  follow: — Messrs-  EsdaIle  and 
Ml".  SuEWELL,   L.  o  6  5  Long    Ann. — Golds.mid 

and  Co.  084  Ditto. Baring  and  Co.  084 

Ditto. 1  he   Bankers,    o   iz   3   Ditto, The 

iixocK  Exchange,  o  12   3  Ditto. Messrs.   Es- 

DA  IDE  and  Shewell,  of  course,   had    the    loan.— 
The  following  was  the  rate  at  which  the  loan  was 
taken  : 
8cl.  3  per  Cent.  Consols,  at  jS§  the  price 

of  Saturday 46  14  o 

Sol.  3  per  Cent.  Red.  at 'he  same  price. ...  46  14  o 
6s.  5d.  Long  Ann.  at  175  years  purchase. .  5  12  3 
Discount 2     6  .3 

L.ioi  6  6 
The  Bonua  to  the  contractors  is  consequently 
1I.  6s.  6d.  and  the  interest  on  the  whole  5I.  2s.  3d. 
• — June  15.  Their  R.  Highnesses  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  and  Prince  Willia.m  of  Glouces- 
ter., came  to  town  yesterday  from  Yarmouth, 
where  they  had  arrived  on  Monday,  in  the  Ame- 
thyst ftigate  from  the  Elbe. — Mr.  Liston  and  liis 
suite  ariived  on  the  same  d-iy  at  Yarmoutii,  fiom 
the' Hague. — M.  Sc.ki.m.melpenmnck  has  obtained 
his  passports,  and  leaves  L'uuion  lo-day, 

^  PAELIAMENTARY  MINU  lES,  Jrom  p.  SJ  5 . 

tVedne^day,  June  8. LORDS.— Counstl    heaid 

on  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Lothian,  &c.^'.  Hendeison, 
ike.  which,  after  a  speccli  from  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, was   postponed  to    .April  1. Earl   ol    Clun- 

rica'iie  took  his  seat.  Biils  before  the  House  for- 
warded.  Message  to  Commons  to  request  a  co- 
py of  the  report  concerning  the  Highlands  of 
tJcotland.  —  0.iths  adminisicred  to — B'Jchcr,  and 
Bill  for  his  naturalization  read  second  time.  —  Ad- 
journed.  COMMONS— Weaver's  Bill  post- 
poned   to   Friday. Ordnance  Deput  Bill   read, 

and  ordered  for  second  reading  to-morrow. — Fisii 
Company    Bill    ordeied    lor   second    reading    on 

T'uesday. Two  Bills  on  Consolidatiou  read  and 

t)rdei  td  tor  second  reading  to-morrow. Soither's 

Relief  Bill  pas-^ed. Report  of  Committee  on  ac- 

commiiiJ.ition  of  Merchants  brought  up.  Resolu- 
tions agreed  to,  and   Committee  on  Consolidation 

-Bill  instructed  to  make  provision  accordirvdv. 

Notice  of  motion,  on  Friday  next,  for  additional 
fcameu. Eiiimates  ot  Transport  service,  pri- 
soners of  war,  kc.  laid  on   table. After  some 

ronvtrsatioH,  second  reading  of  Hill  (or  amending 
.'i  urupikc  act,  negatived. Notice  of  motion,  to- 


morrow,  for  leave  to  biitig  in  a   Bill  to  discharge 

professional  Seamen    from  Militia. Committee 

on  Militia  Pay  Bill,  report  received,  and  Bill  or- 
dered to  be  printed. Irish  army  estimates  laid 

on  table   and   ordered    for  Friday. Motion    for 

leave  to  bring  in  i  Bill  to  prevent  dtscruction  of 
sliipiiing  in  Ireland,  and  another  to  regulate  col- 
lection lif  revenue   in  Ireland,  postponed   till  to.« 

morrow. F.xchequtr  Bill  Bill   read  second  time 

and  commiued    foi    tomorrow. Committees  of 

bupplv,  and  Ways  and  Means  postponed  till  Fri- 
day  AHif<urned. 

TliuruiawJune  9 LORDS — Counsel  heard 

on  Appeal  frtmi  Court  of  Chancery,  Thelluson  v. 
Woodiord,  postponed  till  Tuesday. Ship  de- 
stroying, Supplementary  Militia,  Soldiers'  and 
Seamen's  Relief  Bills,  and  several  private  Biils 
lirouglu  from  Commons. — Chandos  Peerage,  after 
some  couveisation  between  Lords  Hawke  and 
Walsingham,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Earl  Roslin, 
H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  postponed  till  Monday. — BilLs  on  ta- 
ble  forwarded. — Adjourned. COMMONS. 

Message  from  Lords  stnting  their  agreement  to 
Laud  'Fax  regulation  Bill  and  several  private  hills. 
— -lleports  respecting  Highlands  of  Scotland  order- 
ed to  be  transmitted   to    Lords,   agreeably  to  their 

request. Port  of   London  Bill  lead  second  time 

and  committed  forl'uesdav. —  Motion  on  peti- 
tions of  distillers   postponed. C^ommittce   oa 

Consolidation  Duty  Bill  poi-iponed  till  to-morrow. 
— Gen.  Gascoyne  gave  notice  of  two  nuitioni  in 
Committee  to-moiiov,',  i.  to  extend  tonnage  duty 
to  Ireland,  2.  that  no  iinpoii  duty  shouhl   be  gieat- 

er  in  the  eulpoits   than  in   Loiulou. Accounts 

respecting  the  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  Ire- 
land laid  on   table. On   motion    of   Mr.  Cony, 

leave  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  destruc- 
tion of  Sliipping  in  Iielaiid,  and  another  to  regu- 
late collection  of  revenue  in  Ireland Assessed 

Tax  Consolidation  Bill,  and  Assessed  Tax  Oollec- 
tioi)  Bii!  lead  second  time  and  committed  for  to- 
monow. — Committee  onExchequer  Bills  Bill,  report 

to  be  received   to-monow. Leave  granted,   on 

niotitui  ol  Secretary  id'  War,  to   bring  in  a  Bill  to 
allow  Seamen  in  Militia  to  enter  in  the  Navy.    ■ 
Bill  brought  in,   read  ami  oidcied  for  second  read- 
ing to-moriovv. Rcpoit  tif  Committee  to  pre- 
pare an  estimate  of  llie  pay  and    clothing   of  the 

Iiish  Militia  laid  on  table. Malicious  Shooting 

Bill  read  and  ordered  for  second  reading  to-mor- 
row.— — Committees  on  Medicine  Duty  Bill,  and 
East- India  Shipping  Bill  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
— Adjourned. 

Fud.iy,  June  10. LORDS. — Foote's   Divorce 

Bill  read  second  time,  and,  alter  some  conversa- 
tion, comn.itted   for  Monday. Stvtial  private 

Bills  fiom  Commons  read. — ; — On  motion  for  com- 
mitiee  on  the  Clergy  Non-Residence  Bill,  the  bi- 
shops ot  St.  Asaph,  and  Oxford,  and  Lord  Auck- 
land, entered  into  a  long  discussion  of  the  bill  it- 
self. Earl  Caernarvon  spoke  to  order,  and  after 
some  conversation,  the  commitment  ot  the  bill 
was  postponed  till  Monday. -^fc,arl  Sufl'olk  moved 
to  postpone  Chandos  Feerage  till  Tu.sday  j  after 
some  conversation  between  his  Lordship,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  H.  R.  H.the  L''ukc  of  Cumlur- 
land,  motion  withdr-iwn.—— Bills  on  table  tor- 
warded. — Adjourned. COMMONS. — Mess.-ige 

from  Lords  stating  their  assent  to  National  De- 
fence Bill  and  several  private  bills. Papers  re- 
lative to  Irish  di.^ti]lcrie6  laid  on  t.tble. Report 

of  Committee  on  ti\c  relief  of  wives  and  cliildien 
of  Scotch  Militia  !)rouglit  up,  and  committed  tot 
Monday. -Ou  motiou  of  Lord  Gieubeivicj  ad- 
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dres?  to  his  Majesty,  or>1ered,  ptayinj  for  account 
of  proceei-lings  of  Commissioners  under  Land   Tax 

Redemption  Act. Petition  from  debtors  in  four 

Courts,  M^rshalsea,  Dublin,  laid  on  table. — -Re- 
port of  Commitee  on  Exchequer  Bills  bill  read, 
agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  for  third  reading  to- 
moirow. Committee  on  Rills  relative  to  conso- 
lidation and  collection  of   a'^sessed   taxes,    repoits 

ordered  to-morrow. Miliria  Transfer    Bill  read 

second  time  and  committed  for  Monday. — Notice 
for  motion,  on  Monday,  for  grant  of  money  for 
new  reads  in  Higlil>ind>  of  Sci  tUuid.  Committee 
of  Supply,  Sir  I'hilip  Stephens  moved  for  an  ad- 
ditional vote  of  40,oco  seamen,  including  8,oco 
mx.rine«;  for  seven  months,  which,  after  some  con- 
versation between  Col.  Wood,  Mr.  Bastard,  Lord 
Temple,  the  Secretary  ac  War,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchrquer,  was  agreed  to.  The  following 
sums  were  also  voted. — ^^518,000  for  wages, — 
j{^5  37,,COo  for  victuals, — •/,;■!.; 0,0 00  for  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels,- — ^/~70, 000  ordnance  for  ,sea-bervicc, 
— ^300,000  for  the  transport  seivicc, — -^^65  coo  for 
the  maintenance  of  prisoners  of  war, — •jTz'-iiOOo  for 
tlie  sick,  — /|54,90o  7s.  -^li.  for  the  barrack  de- 
partment   of     Ireland. Mr.    Corry   moved    tor 

provision  fur  paying  and  clothing  the  liish  Mili- 
tia— Report  ordered  Monday. —  Irish  fi'st  Fruits 
Eil!  read,    ordered   to   he  printed  and  read  second 

time  Monday. On  motion   tor  the  Committee 

on  the  Consolidation  Duty  Bill  some  conversation 
took  place  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qner,  Lords  Temple  and  Gower,  Alderman 
Combe,  and  Mr.  Macn.Tmira.  Gen.  Gascoync, 
moved  ''  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Cnm..mit- 
•'  tee  that  the  principle  of  the  tonnage  duty  be 
<'  extended  to  Ireland."— Speaker  decfnred  the 
motion  irregular.  Gen.  Ga.scovne  thcii  niovcd  as 
anotlier  instruction  to  the  Comn.itiee  "  that  no 
•'  greater  duty  should  be  laid  on  the  out-ports  by 
*'  the  present  bill,  than  on  the  port  of  London." 
On  a  suggestion   made  by  the  Chancellor   of  the 

Exchequer,     the    motion   was    withdrawn. In 

Committee,  after  some  observatit)ns  by  Messrs. 
Vansittart,  VValpole,  Kinnaird,  and  Bragge,  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer,   and   Gen,  Gascoytie,  part   of  the    bill    was 

agreed  to. Irish    Ship   Burning    Bill   read    and 

ordered  for  second  reading  to-morrow. Second 

reading  of  Bribery  Oath  Bill  postponed  till  Tues- 
day, Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  till  Monday, 
and  East  India  Ship  Bill  till  to-morrow. Ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  June    IT. LORDS. — Private  busi- 
ness  disposed  of. Royal  assent  given  by  com- 

mi.ision  to  sixty  one  bills,  public,  local,  and  pri- 
x^ate:  among  them  were  General  Defence  Bill, 
Land  Tax  Redemption,  Corn  Exporters'  Indem- 
nity, Irish  Law  Courts,  Scotch  Schoolmasters,  Eng- 
lish Militia,  Cork  and  Sligo  harbours,  and  Mark- 
ham's  Divorce  Bills. —  Bills  on    table  forwarded.— 

Adjourned. COMMONS. House    attended 

Lords,  wliere  Royal  assent  was  given  to  various 
bills.— Committee  on  commercial  accommodation. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  after  same  conver- 
sation, agreed  that  /80  be  laid  on  every  ^100 
porcelain  imported,  ijs.  oil  every  lb.  of  opium 
impoited  from  the  place  of  its  growth,  with  a 
drawback  of  6s.  on  exportation,  12s.  6d.  on  every 
lb.  not  imported  from  East-Indies,  and  i;s.  on  ex- 
portation— Resolutions  agreed  to  and  report  or- 
dered Monday. — Consolidation  T.rx  Bills  rej)orted 
and  ordered  Monday.— Report  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, after  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Elliot, 
Sir  Philip  Stephens,  and  Col.  Bagwell,  agreed  to. 
■—Exchequer  Eilij  bill  passed.— liiih Ship  Burning 


Bill  read  second  time  and  committed  for  Monday. 
—^Adjourned. 

Monday,  June  13.— —►LORDS. — Committee  on 
Ch.:indos  Peerage.  Afier  some  discussion,  decided 
th:rt  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brydges  had  not  made  good  his 
claim  to  that  peerage.  Contents  15,  Non  Con- 
tents 7.  Majority  8 — Repoit  ordered  Fridity. — 
Counsel  on  Hoc)te's  Divorce  Bill. — Clergy  Nou  Re- 
sidence Bill  defeired  till  to-morrow. — Third  re- 
port of  Commissioners  Naval  enquiry  laid  on  ta- 
ble.—  Rills  forwarded. Ailjoutned. COM- 
MONS.— VV'rit  moved  for  Newport,  Cornwall,  in 
room  of  f.  Richardson,  Esq.  Hcee,TS(d. —  Accounts 
laid  on  tahle  by  Chamberlain  of  London. — Irish  Re- 
venue collecting  Bill  brought  in,  read,  ordered  for 
second  reading  tomorrow,  and  to  beptinttd. — ■ 
Committee  on  Scotch  Militia  report  for  to-mor- 
row.  M;^liciously  Maiming  Bill  and  Irish  ship 

Burning  Bill  read    second   time  and  committed  for 
to-morrow. —  Report  of  Committee  on  Ci  nsolida- 

tion  Custom   Bill    read    and    agiecd   to Leave 

granted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  employing  foreign  seamen  on  boai-d 
British  ships  — Ti  e  Ch-Tncellor  of  tlie  Exchequer 
hrongnc  forward  the  Ei.dgft.  He  said,  that,  in  con- 
si.stency  wirli  the  assurances,  which  the  House 
had  given  his  Majesty,  of  support  in  the  prrsent 
contest,  it  now  hthoved  them  to  make  the  efforts, 
which  were  absolutely  necessaty  for  that  purpose. 
We  arc,  said  he,  called  on  to  summon  all  our  for- 
titude, and  to  put  forth  all  our  force;  but,  to 
make  these  efforts,  we  must  submit  to  great  priva- 
tions, and  unusual  inconvcniencies ;  to  make  even 
gieat  and  extensive  sacrifices  W'e  had  an  enemy 
to  contend  with  that  bad  calculated  the  means  as 
well  as  the  citcumstancer,  of  our  exertions,  and 
had  built  hopes  of  overcoming  us  by  the  length  of 
a  contest.  It  was  therefore  necessary  for  us  to 
be  prepared,  not  only  for  a  vigorous,  but  for  a 
protracted  contest.  This  was  a  system  -which 
was  not  less  consistent  with  the  calculation  of  the 
coldest  prudence,  than  due  to  the  fortitude  and 
wisdom  of  a  great  and  powerful  people.  It  was 
upon  opinions  such  as  these,  and  with  reference 
to  such  a  system  as  that  to  which  he  had  advert- 
ed, that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  propose  a  plan 
which  he  was  now  about  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee; and  having  stated  genei-ally  the  pr  nciple 
upon  which  the  plan  was  founded,  he  should  en- 
ter upon  the  particulars,  first  with  a  reference  to 
supplies  voted,  and  those  remaining  to  be  voted  ; 
after  which  he  should  state  the  Way;  and  Me^ns 
by  which,  (according  to  the  best  consideratioa 
and  leflection  he  had  been  able  to  give)  it  wn,s  de- 
sirable the  supply  should  be  raised.  The  follow- 
ing were  tlie  heads. 

SUPPLY. 
Navy  (inc'usive  of  Ordnance   for  Sea 

Service) IO,02t,coo 

Army 8,721,849 

Army  Extraordinaries,   to  be  voted  on 

a  future  day 2,000,000 

Extraordinaries  of  the  preceding  year  .  1,032,151 

Ordnance i,z8o,coo 

Vote  of  Credit :,oco,ooo 


Corn  Bounties  . 


524,000 


Miscellaneous  Services 1,300,000 


Total  26,879,000 

Joint  Charges  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

SEPARATE    CItARGES    FOR    GREAT    BRITAIN'. 

Deficiency  of  Malt 1 18,84- 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means  lastycar       171,43: 
Gs  3 
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VVc  had  also  to  pay  under  the  provj. 
;ii  ns  of  a  treity  between  us  and  the 
United    S:atcs  o'    America,  entered 

into  in  the  year  1794 330,000 

i^nd  ii  would  appear  by  the  ar-counts 
on  the  table,  tint  there  was  an  cn- 
•  gagenieiu  su!-  isiing  het»etn  Go- 
vernment <jnd  the  East  InJia  Com- 
pany, ill  consttjiitnce  of  expeditions 
cariicd  on  on  the  Continci^r,  on 
which  there  was  a  considerable  lia- 
lance,  for  which  he  proposed  to  vote     1,000,000 

Exchequer  Bills  already  voted 2,781,000 

Interest  on  ditto 9:0,000 

Remains   of  Excht(|uer  liills   of   1798, 

advanced  by  t!ie  bank t,500,oco 


Total  separate  charge  of  Great  Britain     6*S2i  .679 


Total  of  the  Supplies 

Two  Fevtntcenihf  tor  Ire- 

lar,  -1 3.i62.:2  35 

Additional  for  Civil  List,£ic.        170,224 


33.730,679 


For  Ireland, 3,3,^2,4^9 


Leaving    on    grcount    of    Engh.nd    for 

Supply, 30,398,210 

WAYS  AND   MEANS. 

The  means  of  providing  this  sum  will,  said  he, 
consis'  of  three  p^rts.  'i'lic  taxes  voted  annually 
— the  growing  produce  oi  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
and  issue  of  JLxchequsr  Bills;  and  lastly,  an  aiig- 
mentati(in  of  the  duties  of  Excise  and  Custonis, 
and  a  ,sepa>ate  lax  on  Property.  The  last  1  wish 
to  be  considered  so!cly  as  resource  applicable  to 
ihe  war.  ^  he  V/ays  aiid  Means  then  will  be  as 
fo'low^ : — 

WAYS    AND    MEANS. 

I  and  and  Malt  vntd  annually 2,750,000 

t\x,!>equer  Eills  — Although  authoiity 
lis  been  given  by  Parlirimt-nt  for  an 
i.--'  >•  (!i  .:  millions,  take  only  ....  .3,000,000 
SiM;  ill-  ('I  I  b.e  Conbolidatcd  Fund...,  6,500,000 
Lt'  u  '  'ti  iiras  1  vemuied  to  calcu- 
1  ac  u|)<.:i"  this  fuai  as  the  produce  of 
t  :c  <.;on";olidatcd  Fund.  That  cal- 
culation Vas  formed  upon  the  esti- 
mate and  returns,  as  far  as  then  as- 
cenained,  of  the  taxes  laid  in  1?C2, 
and  it  is  fully  jusiifiid  by  the  ac- 
counts now  upon  the  table.  This, 
h()we\er,  is  not  thr  proper  time  to 
enter  into  a  disctission  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  estimate,  because  I 
do  not  now  a^k  the  Committee  for  a 
Vote  upon  the  subject.  1  merely 
suhmit  ihe  staienntit  as  part  of  the 
menns  for  lair.ing  tlje  resources  of 
the  year.  When  it  comes  to  hs 
Voted  it  may  be  inquired  how  far 
the  amount  is  likely  to  accord  with 
the  tsiimaie. 
It  is  proposed  tn  liquidate  certain  ad- 
vanrts  made  bv  the  Bank  by  an  issue 
of  h>cluqucr  Bills,  whidi,  it  is  hop- 
ed, th,  I  the  Bank,  witli  that  spirit 
of  accommodation  to  t'le  public  ser- 
vice which  they  displayed  last  war, 
will  from  the  same  motive,  be  now 
inclined  to  atctpt.  The  Debt  due 
to  the  Bank  on  this  head  would 
therefore  be  paid  by  an  ir^sue  of 
Exchequer  Bills,  (3n  aids  of  1804,  to 
that  eit«nt. . , y,5CO,cco 


Money  in  Treasury,  residue  of  Boun- 
ties on  Hemp,  &c 57^7^* 

Lottery 400,000 

I  now  come  to  the  Wavs  and  Means  by  which  I 
propose  to  raise  the  amount  of  the  sum  v.'hich  I 
have  stated  ro  be  necess-.iry  tor  the  service  of  the 
year.  The  thiee  great  objects  to  which  1  look  as 
the  sources  of  this  re^'enue  are  the  Kxcise  and 
Custom  Dutiep,  on  which  1  intend  to  submit  to._ 
the  Committee  a  large  augmentation  ;  and  a  tax 
upon  property-  If  it  should  be  the  pleasure  bf 
the  Commitiec  to  agiee  with  me  as  to  the  pro- 
pi  icty,  1  wish  it  10  be  distinctly  'inderstood  that  I 
consider  these  duties  as  applicable  to  wjr  only, 
and  I  intemi  to  propose  that  thr-y  should  cease 
within  a  certain  period,  probably  sii  months  alter 
the  icbtoration  of  peace. 

Cl'stoms. 

Lmports. — An  increased  Duty  on  Sus;ai' 
irapoitcd,  of  so  per  cent,  on  the 
duly  H'.iw  paid;  and  an  increased 
duty  of  i:-l  per  cent,  on  the  <luty 
row  paid,  on  other  good=  iniporied; 
with  the  exception  of  Cotton-Wool, 
Tea,  tind  Wine j.j7,co,oo«t 

Extort.', — On  all  Articles  cMporttd  to 
any  part  of  Europe,  a  duty  of  i  per 
cent,  ti.i  i^.ilorcm,  and,  to  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  a  du'v  of  3  per 
cent-  lid  1!  ilorem 460,009 

On  Cotton- Wool   exported    i  penny  iu 

the   lb 250,000 

Tonn,!^e. — An  additional  Puty  on  Ton- 
nage  ,.  150,000 


Deduct  increase  of  drawbacks. 


2,160,000 

160,000 


Produce  of  Customs. , 2,000,000 


Excise. 

r^a,— An  additional  15  per  cent,  ad 
i'alo>\m  on  tlie  lower  sorts,  and  45 
per  cent,  ad  -•■al'irem  on  the  higher*        r,3CO,oon 

IJ'irr.  —  An  additional  duty  of  £,\o  jier 

Pipe    5oo,GOO 

Spinti. —  ?o  pel  cent,  on  the  present 
duty  on  all  Foreign  and  British 
Spirits 1,500,000 

Mali. —  Addiiional   Duty  of  tv.'o    !ihil- 

lings  a  bushel 2,700,000 

6,ooo,oco 


Rents  and  Funds. 
A  Tax  of  I  Shilling  in  the  Pound,  on 
the  actual  rent  of  all  Land  in  Eng- 
land, to  be  paid  by  the  Land  Owner, 
and  9d  in  the  Pound,  to  be  paid  by 
the  Tenant,  In  Scotland,  the  Te- 
nant to  pay  only  6d  in  the  Pound. 
Besides  this  a  tax  of  5  per  cent,  on 
tlie  net  preiduce  of  all  Trades  and 
Prolessions  ;  and  also  of  5  per  cent. 
upon  the  dividends  due  on  the  public 
funds,  except  upon  such  dividends  as 
are  due  to  Foreigners  residing  out  of 
this  country 4, 5:^0,^00 


With  regard,   said   he,  to  that  species  of  pro- 
perty  aris.ng  from  Government  Securities,  1  know 

*  It  has  already  been  c{iar£ed  to  4J  per  cent,  os. 
alJ  sons  of  tea. 
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perfectly  well  tiie  delicncy  which  has  always 
been  felt  v.-pon  :hir.  fvihjcct,  but  1  a-n  sure  tliat  it 
vil!  n  !t  be  cxpccud,  at  the  pvesent  time,  that 
that  kind  of  prnpetty  should  not  be  callcfl  upon 
to  hear  its  shnic  in  the  general  contiibution, 
when  every  oihtr  species  is  called  upon  to  contri- 
bute so  heavily.  1  he  question  now  is,  not  what 
species  of  property  shall  be  exempted,  but  in 
what  propoitim  each  species  shall  contribute? 
It  certainly  is  intended  that  this  kind  of  property 
shall  be  ma  'e  contributory,  though  it  is  not  in 
every  instance.  1  nitan,  hovjcver,  now  to  p'o- 
pose,  that  all  perscns  posscsiinj^  pi opcrty  in  the 
Funds  shall  be  required  to  make  ttturui  to  Com- 
missioneis  by  whom  this  Bill  is  to  be  carried  into 
execution.  These  Commissioneis  will  not  be  all 
of  rhem  resident  in  London,  as  under  the  Income 
Bill,  hut  they  will  be  appointed  in  ditTcrent  parts 
of  the  country.  They  are  to  have  the  same 
powers  tor  certain  purposes  as  the  Commtrcial 
Commissioners  All  persons  having  priptrty  in 
the  Fu'  ds  are  to  l-y  iheir  accounts  be  ore  these 
CoiTimi6r.ionti  f  ;  and  if  thi-y  do  not  do  it  before  a 
ceriJ.in  d-.y,  they  will  be  held  t-/  have  made  thtir 
election,  \n  which  cafe  provision  is  r.y\dt  tiiat  they 
fhtli  be  chaiged  in  ar, other  wjy.  It  will  be  ua 
derstood  that  no  person  can  be  charged  except 
according  to  the  f5r:it  provisions  to  which  I  have 
alluded  unless  it  is  by  his  own  choice.  If  the 
persons  do  not  pake  their  returns  to  the  Com- 
missioners ac  a  proper  time,  tiicn,  and  in  that 
cast  only,  the  provisions  are  to  be  executed  at 
the  Hank.  All  agents  for  Foreiv^ners,  and  persons 
not  being  British  subjects,  having  property  in  the 
Fund.s  will  be  exempted  :  the  Committee  will  feci 
that  they  could  not  with  justice  have  been  in- 
cluded in   this  hnpiU.      When  i    say  Ftireigners,  I 

mean    th.ise    not   lesidcnt    in  England. i    shall 

now,  tor  the  sake  of  clearness,  give  a  summary 
recapitulation  ot  the  t:ixe?. 

On  the  Castoni  Duiie- ^2,oco,OCO 

On  the  Excise  Duties    5,ooo,ooo 

On  tliC  Land  and  l^ropci  ty 4, 500,000 

Making  in  ail 1:^500,000 

TI;e  Ciimmittee,  however,  must  be  aware,  that 
though  Parliament  may  deterni'ne  to  raise  so 
large  a  part  of  the  supplies  tor  tlie  service  of  the 
year,  ytt  it  must  be  obvious,  t!)at  a  vciy  con- 
sideiaoie  part  of  this  sum  cannot  be  raised  within 
the /W£-J6vj/ year.  1  will,  therefore,  only  calculate 
upm  iht  sum  to  be  pioductd  by  tt;tse  taxes  in 
this  year,  at  4,5CO,cool.  there  wotild  then  remain, 
io,ooc,ocol.  to  be  provided  for  the  service  of  the 
picscni  year  ;  this  sum  must  be  raised  by  way  of 

Loan, 

and  1  have  this  day  entered  into  an  agreeracnt 
with  some  respectable  Bankers  of  the  City  of 
Lonrli-n,  for  a  Loan  for  i2,occ,occl.  10, recced. 
of  which  was  for  England,  on  the  tollowing 
frms ; — For  tvety  tool,  Sol.  3  per  cent  Consols, 
%vl.ich  at  5^^  the  price  of  Saturday,  would  be 
461.  14s.  cd.  — 80I.  re  !uced  at  the  same  price, 
46I.  14s.  od.  T  he  bidding  was  upon  the  Long 
Annuities  ;  ihey  were  taken  at  6s.  5d,  which  at 
17  years  and  a  half  purchase,  was  5I.  12s,  3d. — 
The  discount  was  2I.  6s.  3d.  which  made  the 
whole  amount  lot!.  6s.  6d.  The  bonus  to  the 
Contractois  is  therefore  ij.  6s.  6d.  and  the  in- 
terest to  be  paid  bv  the  Public,  5I.  2s.  3d.  per 
tent.  I  have  to  conj^ratula  e  the  House,  1  have  to 
congratulate  the  Country,  that,  under  such  cir- 
cuaistauccs,   so    bentticial  a    baigain    has    b'.en 
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made;  and  I  am  convinced  it  will  be  found  no 
less  a.lvantagcous  to  the  persons  contracting  than 
to  the  public.  Hut  1  am  the  more.  di>-po?cd  to 
congratulate  the  House  on  this  bargain,  because 
there  are  very  few  instances  of  any  contiact  ever 
having  been  made  on  terms  equally  advantageous 
with  a  reference  to  the  price  of  stocks.  There 
were  indeed  only  two  instances  of  bargains  in 
which  tlie  advantage  to  the  public  had  been 
greater.  Those  instances  occurred  in  the  years 
1799  ^^^  i8co.  In  the  fust  of  these  years  the 
Government  had  a  clear  premium  of  6s.  yd.  and 
in  \'ioo  the  bonus  was  IDs.  cd.  These  were,  in 
f^ct,  the  only  instances  in  wtiich  the  public  had 
derived  more  sdvantage  trom  the  terms  of  the. 
Loan  than  the  present.  Eut  in  what  ciicum- 
stancts  were  those  Loans  made  .'  Tlie  fi:st  tof^k 
place  under  the  operation  of  that  Act,  which  was 
the  fiist  attempt  to  raise  a  considerable  propor- 
tion ot  the  Supplies  within  the  year.  The  sec';nd 
took  place  under  the  actual  operation  of  the  In- 
come lax.  These  were  years  too,  in  which  a;I 
I'le  tax  s,  wliich  can  be  legarded  as  the  best  (ri- 
terions  of  the  prosperity  of  acouniry,  were  the 
most  productive.  What  inference  is  to  bediawn 
from  this  fact  ?  Is  it  not  evident  that  those  wise 
measures  inspired  confidence  in  those  who  were 
willing  to  becouie  the  creditors  of  the  country  ? 
!  he.se  examples  are  therefore  sufficient  to  encou- 
rage us  to  (oliow  the  same  system  nov/.  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  attended  by  similar  bene- 
ficial effect^.  I  have  now  to  state  the  means  by 
v/hich  I  propose  to  provide  \o\-  the  In.ertst  6f 
the  Loan. —  1  mean  the  10  millions  tor  Gieit- 
Btitain,  which  create  a  capital  of  above  33  mil- 
lions of  stock,  and  the  interest  on  which  amounts 

to 48tj,cco 

To  which  adi  the  Charges  for  Manage- 
ment, and  one  per  Cent,  for  the 
Sinking  Fund 190.000 


And  the  whole  sum  to  be  providf  d  for 

will  be    ^.         670,5^9 

"  This  sum  I  propose  to  raise  by  an  increase  of 
the  duties  on  certain  3rticl?s  of  the  Customs, 
which  I  have  calculated,  v/ill  amount  to  250, cool. 
The  increase  in  cfinsequi  nee  of  the  consolidation 
of  the  A.'-strssed  Taxes  will  amount  to  a20,o,;ol. 
Butthere  wiU  still  be  a  considerable  sum  wanting. 
The  measure  by  which  I  propose  to  make  it  up  is 
one  which  has  often  been  recommended.  I  mean 
a  change  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  Receipt 
Tax.  1  mc^^n  to  propose,  that  in  all  cases  where 
money  is  to  be  paid,  it  shall  be  competent  ^or  the 
person  paying  to  demand  a  stamp  from  him  who 
is  paid.  The  price  of  the  stamp  used,  it  is  in- 
tended, shall  bear  a  very  minute  relation  to  the 
sum  paid  ;  but  that  in  no  one  instance  'hall  it  be 
less  than  2d.  or  more  than  5s.  The  produce  of 
this  regulation  I  estimate  at  7-:o,'"ool.  ;  hose 
three  sources  of  revenue  will  produce  690,000!. 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  above  670,589!, 
lieing  the  amcmnt  of  the  interest  and  expenses  on 
the  Loan.  1  shall  now  recapitulate  the  dilTerent 
heads  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means. 

SUPPLY. 

Navy  (exclusive  of  Ordnance  for  Sea 

Service) 10,02 1,000 

Army 8,721,849 

Army  t'xtraordinaries,  to  be  voted  ..  a, 000,000 
F.xtraordinatie'i  of  the  preceding   year 

remaining  unprovided  tor    1,03?,,:?! 

Ordnance 1 ,2So,oco 

G  ir  4 


pllj 


COBBETT'S  ANNUAL  REGISTEF. 


[on 


Vote  of  Crcilit    ..'.'. 2,"or,ooo 

Corn  Rnunties    524,000 

Miscellaneous  Services i, -500,000 


Totril 26,879,000 

Joint  Charge  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland. 

SEPARATE    caARGES    FOR    CKEAT-BRIT AIN. 

Denciency  of  the  Malt  Duty 1 18,840 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means 1 71,431 

American  Commis'^ioners 330,000 

Expedition,  Kaft-India  Company  ....  i,coo,roo 

Exchequer  Bills 2,78  f, 000 

Interest  on  ditto    920,408 

Exchequer  Bills  remaining  of  X796    ..  I  500,000 


Total    separate  Charges  of  Great- 
Britain 6, Pit, 679 


Toral  Supplies   33)730>679 

Two  Seve'n^enths  for  Ire- 
land       3,162,235 

Additional   on    account   of 

Civil  List,  Jic 170,224 


For  IrelanJ. 


.io3^>4'9 


Supplies  to  be  provided  for. 


,^98,220 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Malt  Dutv,  Tax  on  Pension?,  &c.  and 

remains  of  Land  Tax 2,750,000 

Exchequer  Kills q, coo, coo 

Surplus  Consoluldttd  Fund  J  804   ...w  C,:^co,GCO 

txthequer  Bills  for  Bank  Arivances..  1,500,000 

Bounties  renraining  in  Exchequer..  ..  37,78z 

Lottery 400,000 

i,oan 10, coo, coo 

Produce  of  the  new  'i'axes  in  the  pic- 

scnt  year  4,500,000 


Supplies , 
Overplus 


.30,687,782 
30,39>^,^7.o 

289,562 


The  Committee  ivi'l  perceive  tliar  the  great 
ohject  1  have  in  view  is  to  raise  a  large  part  of 
the  Supplies  within  the  year.  The  exient  to 
■".^hichl  wish  to  cai  ly  ihis  principle  is  iliis,  that 
there  siiall  be  »o  iy>i:rca>i  ivhatai.r  tj  thd  Puhlic  Debt 
duri7,g^  the  roui  \e  rjf  the  ivr,!\  la  the  first  place  ii 
v.'ill  oe  rec(s?ai  V  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount 
of  the  nnnu'j]  charges  of  the  War,  and  then  to 
make  provisions  lot  carrying  on  h  vigorous  and 
even  ■prot>acted  r:ntc!t,  ivitliout  rhitking  any  greater 
addition  to  the  Puldic  Debt  than  -.vh,ii  ivill  le 
annuiilly  liquid't:cd  hy  the  Sinking  Fund,  'J'lie  annual 
Charge  of  the  War,  unless  demands  should  be 
made  upon  us  by  the  incervcr.tion  of  Foreign 
Powers  who  r.iay  wish  to  make  a  common  cause 
■with  us,  I  think;  will  not  exceed  26, 000, cool.  I 
do  not  mean  to  denv  that  thi.s  is  a  great,  an  enor- 
mous sum,  but  certainly  not  greater  than  the  ob- 
ject for  which  wc  have  now  to  contend.  If  tiien 
the  House  think  fit  to  adopt  the,  measure  1  am 
now  proposing,  if  1  am  right  in  my  estimate  of  ih.e 
'growing  produce  ot  the  Consolidated  Fund,  which 
I  have  consiiicred  at  about  six  millions,  and  if 
mv  calculation  of  the  Annua!  Faxes  he  correct, 
which  I  have  estimated  at  11,500,0001.  but  wliich 
♦  or  thi.<;  purpose  1  will  only  take  at  IC,ooo,0','ol. 
there  will  only  icmjiiii  a  .-.urn  of  6,coG  cool,  to  be 
b''rrovvcd,  which  v^ill  he  n  ore  ih^'.n  rovtred  by  the 
tiiiikiug  Fund,  winch  ucw  piodac.i  couc-ideiably 


more  than  six  millions.  The  growing  produce  of 
tiie  Consolidated  Fund  is  also  likely  to  increase, 
unless  we  are  again  visited  by  those  calamities 
witli  which  the  country  has  been  afflicted.  If 
then  my  calculations  are  correct,  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  meet  a  War  Expenditure  of  Twenty- 
six  Millions  without  any  increase  to  the  Public 
Debt,  an  oi  ject  so  desirable  that  no  difix-rence  of 
opinion  can  be  entertained  upon  tlie  subject.  I 
trust,  therefore,  this  system  will  be  adopted  ;  it 
is  one  which  has  been  before  tried,  and  of 
which  the  efTecr  is  known  :  it  has  inspired  con- 
fidence at  home  and  created   respect  abroad. • 

But  tlie  pecuniary  efFect  is  not  all,  it  will  be  a 
ditTerence  in  another  respect,  the  dilTercnce  be- 
tween a  temporary  and  a  permanent  tax  :  it  will 
have  another  eflect  also,  that  of  corivincing  the 
enemy  ot  this  country,  that  it  is  hopeless  for  him 
to  contend  with  our  tinances,  that  it  is  not  in  his 
power  to  afFtct  us  in  that  respect :  — it  will  have  a 
still  farther  effect,  that  of  convincing  the  other 
Powers  of  Europe,  that  they  may  safely  join  with 
us  in  a  common  cause  of  resistance  against  the 
common  enemy,  for  that  the  resources  of  this 
country  are  such  as  to  give  full  security  for  the  ' 
punctual  discharge  of  any  engagement  it  may  en- 
ter into,  and  this  is  an  object  for  which  1  have  in 
view  some  provisions.  I  will  not  fatigue  the 
Committee,  by  statiiig  all  the  advantages  of  such 
a  system  ;  they  are  such  as  the  necessity  of  the 
times  exact  of  us,  and  similar  efforts  are  to  be 
found  in  early  periods  of  cnir  history.  I  desire 
the  Committee  to  look  at  the  mode  adopted  for 
raising  the  Supplies  for  the  service  of  the  year  : 
they  will  find  on  Land  a  considerable  duty  im- 
posed, as  well  as  upon  Personal  Property.  They 
will  find,  at  an  early  period  of  our  hisrory,  taxes 
were  raided  within  the  year  on  all  desciiptions  of 
property,  descending  even  to  the  wages  of  Ser- 
vants. To  illustrate  tliis  1  will  refer  to  the  times 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  when  the 
Funding  System  was  hist  introduced;  let  it  be 
recollected,  that  then  not  only  4s.  in  the  pound 
on  Land  was  imposed,  but  also  503.  per  cent,  on 
stock  in  trade;  5s.  on  all  salaries,  otbices,  perqui- 
sites or  pensions;  4s.  in  tlie  pound  on  all  annui- 
ties and  pensions,  and  all  persons  of  any  profes- 
sion were  charged  4s.  in  the  pound  for  that  which 
was  received  or  got  by  any  practices,  or  emolu- 
ment whatsoever.  It  is  to  be  recollected  that 
these  times,  altliough  they  were  arduous,  ai-,d  the 
object  for  which  we  were  then  contending  was 
considerable,  yet  they  were  minor  to  the  otijects 
which  we  have  nov/  in  view,  and  therefore  the 
exertions  which  we  now  make  ought  to  be  so 
much  the  greater.  Tiiat  was  a  great  and  a  glori-  ■ 
(HIS  period  in  the  history  of  this  country,  but  not 
so  great  as  the  present,  the  contest  being  very 
different,  for  the  priSei:t  content  i^  for  the  exiuence  of 
thii  country  as  a  free  state,  and  the  que\tlon  noiv  iSf 
ivhether  ive  shall  mahitaiiz  and  support  that  existence,  or 
ivhcther  ive  shall  abun  ion  th-:  people  of  this  l^ndtis  a  fref 
tu  theFiennh?  Our  prospects  with  regarcl  torevenue, 
are  most  flattering.  It  h.:s  been  increasing  pro- 
gressively from  1792.  to  the  year  1803.  in  the 
year  1792  the  permaiitnt  taxes  were  14,160,0001." 
but  on  the  5th  of  April  1803,  the  permanent 
taxes  of  that  period  were  15,994,000!.  increasing 
ill  those  eleven  years,  in  jieimancnt  taxes,  upwards 
of  1,700,000!.;  but  this  IS  not  all,  the  permanent 
taxes  of  this  country  winch  were  imposttl  during 
tlie  VN'ar,  have  been  productive  in  an  equal  de-> 
gree.  In  tlie  year  1793  they  greatly  exceciied  the 
amount  of  thechaiges  for  wliicli  thcv  were  pro- 
vided.     The  taxes  of  the  last  year  weie  kvl.cd 
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for   the   purpose  of   providing  for    a    cliarge  of 
3,200,oool.   and  they  have   hcen  found  to  yield  a 
revenue  of  five  millions ;  nor  am   1    speaking  this 
upon  conjecture,   for  the   ground  of  this  calcula- 
tion I  now  hold  in  my  hand.    There  is  an  increa-^e 
in  the  last  ye.ir,ot'  1,700,000  1.  tieyond  ihe  amount 
of  the  cliarge   for  which  the  taxes  were  raiscil. — 
Puring  that  period,   and   even  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, we  have  increised,  and  are  increaping  in  our 
internal  strength;   we  have  not  only  increased  last 
year,  as  a  year  of  peace,  but  it  is  evident  wc  have 
heen  increasing  from  year  to  year,  from  1791  down 
to  tlie  present   time,   even  in  a  period  ot    war; — 
neither   is  this   speaking  on  conjecture,    for  it   is 
inauifest,   hy  the   accounts  which   are    now   upon 
the   table,  the  particulars  of  which  I  will  not  now 
recapitulate.     We  iiave  besides  this,  and  which  is 
a  most   consolatory  prospect,   the   benefit   of  the 
operation  of  that  great  system,  that  sheet-anchor 
of  this  country,    the  system  which  has  been  long 
adopted    for    the   gradual   reduction    of  the  debt, 
which  is  a  capital  operation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  ilil  operation  luhich  carries  luith   it   thh  singular 
etdvimtaffe,    tlhit  it  execi/tes  its  pr/rj^o^es  for  our  re/itf  IN 
PROPORTION  TO  OUR  PRESSURE,  nnd  iis  ope- 
riif!9>iisfsi'te'ueniittr!figthi:wLir;   and    if    the  system 
■which  I  am   now   aliout   to   recommend    shall    be 
adopted,  we  siiall  not  imlv  provide  for  our  expen- 
diture within  the  year,  but  %ue  sluU  have  a  gradual 
diminution,    even    during  the  tciar,    of  the  public   debt. 
Now  1  apprehend   that   in    the  support  of   such  a 
system,  all  descriptions  and  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity are  interested  ;  I  iiave,  therefore,    thought  it 
incumbent   on  me  to  propose  such  modes  for  rai- 
sing the  supplies,  as  are  likely  to  be  ellcctual,  even 
though    I   know  part   of   them  will   bear    hard  on 
that  part  of  the   commucity  which  I  should  most 
rejoice  to   spare:  but   surh  are  the  circumstances 
in  which  they  are  involved,  and  so  well  convinced 
are  all  classes  of  the  community  of  the  necessity 
of  making  great  exertions  at  the  present  momeni, 
that  I  am    persuaded    the   poorest  peasant  in  the 
country  feels   a  deep   interest  in  our  present  con- 
test, and  that  he  will  readily  yield   a   part   of   his 
present    pittance,     rather    than    see   his    country 
trampled  on  ;  for  the  question  notu  is  (and  every  pea- 
sant in  the  country  is  convinced  of  it,  as  v^^ell  as 
those,  of   tlie    hit'hest   rank),   luhether  Great  Britain 
ihall  cori!i>iu<:  herpresent  po'toer  and  estimation  in  the  Scale 
vf  nations,  or  make  an  item   in   the  fataljguc  cf  the  con- 
ijuesls  of  France:  I  am,  therefore,  prepared  not  only 
to  express  hope,  but  a  confident  expectation,  that 
ail  classes  of  the  community  will  see  the  necessity 
of  our  preparing  not  only  for  a  vigorous,  but  also 
fr>r  a  ptolracted  -mar.     It   is  ou  this  principle  that  I 
propose  the  present  measures.     1    remember  wh.it 
was   said    by  a  oaEAT   tersok  (Mr.  Fox)   upon   a 
former  occasion,  when  he  was  asked,  what  interest 
a  person,  v.dio  was   reading  a  stamped  paper  by  a 
taxed  rush-light,   had   in  maintaining  a   share  in 
the  balance  ot  the  power  of  Europe  ?    To  wl.ich  he 
answered,  that  the  proportion  he  paid  for  his  rush- 
light and   his  paper,  he  felt  to  he  no  more  than  his 
share,  in  prejerving  his  rights,  to  enjoy  them  and 
all   the  other  advantages  which  belonged  to  free- 
dom.     Nor  will  I  hurt  the  feelings  of  gentlemen, 
by   supposing   they  do  not  feel  it   as   much  as  the 
poor  man  ;   nor   do  I  believe  that  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people  imagine  that  they  are  not  as  deeply 
interested  as  the  higher,  in  tlic  present  contest.     I 
believe,  indec'd,  that  the  lower  classes  of  the  com- 
ii-;unity  feel  more  warmth  in  the  present  case  than 
msny  gentlemen  imagine,    for  it  must    be  remem- 
bered liiat  the  mass  of  both  the  army  and  navy  is 
composed  ol  thrill,  and  that  to  iheir  cxti  tions  was 
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(in  conjunction  with  the  skill  of  their  comTn.ind- 
crs)  our  victories  by  a  Nelson  and  an  Abeicrom- 
by.     Nor  must  we  ever  forget   thdt   it   is  to  their 
ardour   and  r-nthusiasm   that    every  thing   is    and 
must  continue  to  be  owing.      It  thcrefoie  must  al- 
ways be  admitted,   that   the  lower  classes   of   the 
community  have    a   deep   interest,   and  I  am  per- 
suaded they  have  a  feeling  for  the  weliare  of  their 
country.     It  is  with  this    sentiment  and  with  this 
feeling,  that  I  venture  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  measures  which  must  fill   in  some  degree  hard 
upon  that  class  of  the   community.      Whether  the 
system  I  propose,  shall  appear  practicable,  will  be 
for  the  wisdom  of  the  House  to  determine  ;  but,  it 
has   been    planned   from   an  earnest  wish   on   my 
part  to  difl'usc  over  every  part  of  the  community, 
the  burthens  which  must   he   now   borne,   not  to 
afford  any  ground  of  complaint  to  any  class,   that 
they  are  disproportionably  burthencd,  neither  (me 
class    improperly  pressed  upon,   nor   another  im- 
properly spared.     I  h>ive  endeavoured  to  make  all 
contribute  their  just  proportion,  but  I  do  not  call 
upon  the  rich,   for  such   a  hystem  would  be  im- 
practicable.    To  be  efficient,   the  impost  must  be 
general,  and  must  be  made  to  affect  all  classes  and 
descriptions  of  persons   in    the   country.     It    ha»i 
hcen   expected,   that    wkencvtr   applications  weie 
made  to  the  liberality  of  i'ailiameiu  for  large  sup- 
plies to  support  government,  something  should  be 
said  on  the  conduct   of  such   government.     I  am 
aware,  however,  that  tiie  committee  will   not  ex- 
pect from  me  many  declarations  on  this  subject.    £ 
feel  it  a  duty  to  make  great  exertion.     I   trust  u 
will  appear  upon  a.  fall  examination  of  the  con- 
duct of  government  thar  ministers   have  not  been 
negligent.     I  will  not  expatiate  on  what  ministers 
intend  to  do,  but  I  will  say  generally,  it   is  their 
wish  to   avoid  extremes  ;   to  avoid  any  thing  that 
may  endanger  our  honour — not  to  plunge   the  na- 
ticui  into  a  war  of  extermination,  nor  to  submit  to 
any  humiliation:  to  hold  out  ihnt  we  enter   into 
the  war  with  reluctance,   bui  have  no  fear  of  ihe 
issue:  that  ministers   ask  as.-islance,  not  because 
they  wish  to  go  to  war,  but  because  we  are  at  war; 
and  that  lue  are  at   luar  because  lue  cani'4  he  at  pecce  .- 
that   our  object   is   peace  on  fair  and  honourable 
terms  ;   but  that  lue  hane  no  means  of  obtaining  peace  but 
by g'cat  exertions  in  support  of  ivar :  this  is  the  princi- 
ple on  which  we  appeal  tothe  patriotism  ot  Parlia- 
ment.    Vv'e   are  acting  on  a  principle  of  firmness, 
for  the  support  of  the  dignity  ot  the  King  and  the 
tiue  interests  of  His  people:  we  will  endeavour  to 
maintain  dignity  wiihout  arrogance,  and  .also  e;*- 
deavour   to    shew   moderation    without    pusillani- 
mity,    I    know   that  many  imputations  have  been 
cast  upon  miniitcro  "'hich   they   do    not   deserve, 
and  I  know  it  requires  tortitudc  to  bear  unmerited 
obloquy,  but  1  shall   I   hoi)e   never  be  wanting  in 
the  ptriormance  of  my  dut)',  on   account  ot   any 
imputation  endeavoured    to    be  cast  upon  mr, — f 
will  ask,  whether  persons  acting  on  such  a  system 
are  persons  to  be  distiusted  ?  1  have  brought   lor- 
ward  the  present  measure,  from  a  convicti'in  o!  its 
necessity  in  it.self,  not  tor  the  purpose  of  showing, 
that  the  charge  of  the  want  of  firmness  and  energy 
made    against    ministers   are   unfounded  : — So  tar 
from  it,  that  I  beg  to  remind  the  committee,  when 
the  Income  Bill  was  repealed,   1  expressed   an    en- 
tire approbation  of   the   principle  of   it   a'^    a    v.ar 
tax,  and   obseived   how  much  the  public  wtie  i;\' 
debted  to  my  Right    Hon.  Friend    for   bringing    if 
forward.     1   expressed  mv  admiration  of  tfie  sys- 
tem proposed  hy  my  Right  Hon.  br  end,  a  systern 
to  which,  with  some  modifications,  I  sai  ',  "e  nui.-t 
recur  in  the  event  of  a  war. — All  tlu.  mci!il''-')>  01 
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the  committee  will  attest  the  truth  of  this  decla- 
ration.— I  hope,  therefore,  I  shall  he^rcif  no  more 
of  such  charges  as,  that  I  and  my  colkajues  have 
been  scekinj^  popularity  at  the  expense  of  pru- 
dence. I  beg  pardon  for  calling  tlie  atentinn  of 
the  Committee  to  iO  insigwfc-ini  an  indii.iJual  as  my- 
stify but  I  think  these  observations  have  been  ex- 
torted from  me.  To  conclude,  I  desire,  every  one 
to  refiect  on  the  great  scene  before  us,  in  which 
TVC  have  an  opportuiily  of  nhihir.g  an  effort  t'--U  '■xiJ 
render  oiir  name  iHu.tricui  for  ever :  to  reilecc  that  the 
resources  of  the  country  are  happily  equal  to  its 
mighty  object,  an  object  greater  than  has  ever  yet 
been  orc.oip'ished  even  by  Great  Britain.  I  trust 
that  in  such  a  state  of  things  the  Parliament  of 
Ignited  Kricain  will  prove  itself  wonliy  of  the 
Soveicign  whom  it  seives,  worthy  of  the  people 
whom  it  rcprt.sents,  and  worthy  of  the  blessin;5s 
of  the  great  country  in  which  they  have  the  hiip- 

piness  to  live. He   then  moved  his  resolutions 

froforrr.a,  which  p.ist  without  debate,  discussion 
being  reserved  for  a  future  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  House  having  resumed,  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  received  to-morrow,  and  the  Commit- 
tee to  sit  again  on  Wednesday. The  Committee 

of  Supply  was  postponed  till  Wednesday. —  Ames- 
sage  from  the  Lordo  stated,  tliat  their  Lordships 
bad  agreed  to  the  Ordnance  Lands  Hill,  and  seve- 
ral private  lills,  without  any  amendtr.ent. —  I'he 
Irish  First  Fruits  Bill  wis  read  a  .'•econd  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  fcr  Thursday  next. — The 
House  went  into  a  t'ommlttee  of  tlie  whole  House 
on  the  East  India  Shipping  Bill,  jnd  the  lepurt 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. — Mr.  Haw- 
kins Browne  gave  notice,  that  he  should  move  in 
a  Commiitee  of  Supply,  on  Wednesday,  for  a  giant 
of  money  for  the  repair  of  the  roads  in  Scotland. 
— The  House  adjonrned. 

MILITARY. 

The  French  army,  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  MoRTiEi-v,  on  the  31st  of  I^Jav 
took  their  position  in  front  of  IVcclite.  Thu 
advanced  guard  of  the  Hanoverians,  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Hammerstlin,  occu- 
pied Diephohz,  with  two  regiment-;  of  in- 
fantry, two  of  cavalry,  and  a  divi-ion  of 
artillery.  From  this  place  Gjkn.  Mortihr 
immediately  made  preparation.=;  for  dislodg- 
ing them.  Gen.  ScHENER,  with  the  se- 
cond division  was  ordered  to  proceed  against 
Goldemtedt^  to  force  the  pas-^age  of  the  ilante^ 
which  was  guarded  by  the  Hanoverians, 
and  by  directing  his  march  to  Suhlhi-cn,  to 
cut  off  all  that  were  stationed  between  that 
place  and  D:e/iholt:z,y  which  Gen.  Mon  r Ri- 
chard received  orders  to  attack.  Gen 
Hammerstein,  finding  his  right  turned  by 
this  movement,  retreated  during  the  night 
to  Borsten ;  and  on  the  1st  of  June^  his  rear 
guard  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  enemy  near  Bouver. 
Qn  the  2d  he  v/as  attacked  near  Bo^sttnhs 
a  detachment  of  the  French  army  undc^r 
Gen.  Dp.ou!:t,  and  after  a  heavy  canno- 
r.ade  was  compelled  to  fly.  Gf.n.  Mortier 
then  conimenced  his  march  towards  Kiiu- 


burg.  At  Suhlhigai  he  was  met  by  a  depu- 
tation from  Ilafiovcr,  imploring  his  clemen- 
cy, and  having  concluded  a  convention  (see 
p.  900)  he  entered  Nieuburg^  where  he 
found  14,000  stand  of  arms,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  artillery.  The  French  issued 
orders  for  seizing  all  shipping  in  the  Else 
and  the  Weser. 

Gen.eral  Murat  set  out  on  the  i8th  ult. 
from  Mila?!^  for  the  army  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  States,  which  nas 
destined  to  advance  into  the  Neapolitaa 
territory.  The  army  of  the  Italian  Repub- 
lic was  to  be  augmented  to  60,000  men. 

NAVAL. 

FROM  THE  LONDON  GAZETTE. 
Ainj  2Cj. —Cajit.  irallis^  in  the  KaiaJ,  C3.p' 
tured  the  French  national  corvette  L  Imjia.^ 
ticnt^  Cafil.  Arnous,  of  20  guns  and  80  men, 
from  Senegal  to  Roclifort.-7-il/,^  3  i. — Ca/if. 
IFaHis  captured  the  French  merchant  ship 
Le  Chasseur,  Cajit.  Limar,  laden  with  sugar, 
coiTee,  cotton,  &c.  from  St.  Domingo  to 
L'Orient. — Junci. — Lieut.  SeiJwuse,  in  the 
ll:nj  revenue  cutter,  whilst  cruising  off 
Portland,  captured  the  French  privateer  La 
Feiicitt^  with  1%  men  ;  the  French  merchant 
brig  Le  Charksy  laden  with  ship  timber, 
fiom  Rouen  -to  Rochfort;  a  Dutch  galliot, 
laden  with  salt,  fixim  Portugal  to  Rotter- 
dam ;  and  a  Dutch  Indiaman,  laden  with 
cotton  and  coffee,  from  Surinam. — June  g. 
The  5;W7V£-rt captured  a  French  armed  brig,' 
with  27  men  ;    i  1  davs  from  St.  Maloes. 

TO  THE  CHANCELLOU  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

Sir, — Towards  the  close  of  your  Budget 
speech,  that  speech  on  v.hicli  Jam  about  to 
make  a  few  remark.^  you  are  pleased  to  de- 
scribe yourself  as  being  ♦'  an  nmgmjicant 
"  person  3"  but,  though  I  can  have  luile 
objection  to  acknowledge  the  accuracy  of 
this  descrip:ion,  as  far  as  it  may  apply  to 
your  birth,  qualities,  and  talents,  yt-t,  when 
I  behold  you  giiing  up,  for  the  sake  of 
peace  and  aconoviy  a  lung  list  of  great  and  in- 
valuable conqi:ests,  purchased  with  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  country;  when  J  be- 
hold you,  at  the  end  of  nine  months  break- 
ing that  peacCj  and  imposing  on  us  annually 
twelve  millions  of  additional  taxes,  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  only  one  out  of  those 
numerous  conquests,  after  having  surrender- 
ed all  the  reat  to  the  enetny  ;  when,  1  be- 
hold you  wallowing  in  the  wealth,  strutting 
in  the  domains,  bestowed  on  you  by  that 
Sovereign,  whom  the  keeping  of  you  in 
place  has  already  cost  a  part  of  his  domi- 
nions; when,  in  spite  of  all  the  insults  and 
injuries  you  have  brought  upon  your  king 
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and  his  people,  and  of  the  miseries  and  hor- 
rors that  rour  administration,  if  it  contimie, 
will  inevitably  bring  upon  tht-m  ;  wlim,  in 
spite  of  all  this,  I  behold  yon  supported  by  a 
dead  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
I  cannot  doubt  but  1  shall  be  excused  for 
thinking  you  not  too  insigniticant  to  be  the 
object  of  this  address. 

The  Budget  which  you  have  opened  to  the 
Parliament,  and  which  is,  perliaps,  better 
worthv  of  that  name  than  any  thmg  of  the 
kind  ever  bc-fore  exhibited,  naturally  ca!!s 
for  some  remarks  from  me,  who,  at  the  time 
when  the  nation  was  drunk  with  joy  on  ac- 
count of  t!ie  "  blessings  of  peace,"  told  you, 
not  only  that  the  peace  could  not  last,  but, 
that  '*  tbe  inter-val  hetnjucen  the  luars  ixjould 
"  create  the  7ieressi/y  for  sacrijias  iucb  as  tbe 
"  ptvple  nevti  htfcre  bea^d  of."  Thp  London 
news-papers  do,  for  the  most  part,  1  per- 
ceive, practice  great  forbearance  towards 
you.  1  he  enormous  taxes,  now  proposed, 
they  acquiesce  in,  with  very  little  complain- 
ing; because  they  are  partakers  with  you  in 
the  guilt  of  the  peace,  which  alone  has  pro- 
duced the  necessity  of  those  taxes,  and  be- 
cause, too,  they  are  fully  persuaded,  that  the 
collection  of  thrm  will  soon  be  rendered  un- 
nece-isary  by  another  regicide  peace,  which 
they  ihmk,  with  me,  you  are  ready  to  make, 
the  moment  a  fair  opportunity  shall  oft'er. 
From  me,  however,  who  own  not  one  par- 
ticle of  the  ciime  of  making  or  approving  of 
the  peace,  you  have  no  right  to  reckon  on 
this  sort  ot  fellow  feeling  ;  from  me  you 
Bave  nothing  to  expect  b«i  those  reproaches 
"U'hich  are  due  from  a  man  who  loves  his 
country  to  a  minister  who  has  ruined  it. 

Your  plan  of  finance  is  objectionable, 
£rst,  because  it  will  fail  of  its  imniediate 
object.  Your  taxes  will  not,  I  am  persuaded, 
produce  any  thing  near  what  they  are 
estimated  at;  and,  if  they  should,  the 
amount  will  fall  greatly  short  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  war,  T'len  as  to  the  principle,  it 
may,  in  a  p<'cu7iiary  point  of  view,  be  good, 
sometimes,  but  not  always  :  to  begin  a  fund- 
ing system,  and  to  continue  such  a  system 
when  begun,  are  measures  widely  ditiVrent 
from  each  other;  and,  ;)o/i/2Vi2//y  considered, 
to  raise  the  whole  of  the  supplies  within 
the  year,  during  war,  while  there  is,  at  the 
same  time,  an  immense  sum  to  pay  in  the 
shape  of  interest  of  the  national  debt,  is  a 
plan  which  seems  calculated  for  the  express 
purpose  of  producing  an  irresistible  opposi- 
tion to  the  very  object  it  is  intended  to  ac- 
complish. 11  enormous  taxes,  pecuniary 
burthens  almost  unbearable,  are  laid  upon 
the  people,  accompanied  with  a  promise, 
that  they  shall  be  taken  oft' at  the  expiration 
•f  six  months  after  the  tentiination  of  the 


war, will  not  the  people  hate  the  war?  Will 
theynot  Wish  it  at  an  end  ?  Will  they  not  ask 
for  peace,  peace  on  any  terms  ?  If  you  meai, 
as  1  suppose  you  do,  to  negotiate  the  next 
peace  as  well  as  the  last,  you  have  assuredly- 
fallen  upon  an  infallible  mode  of  providintj 
before-hand  tbe  means  of  securing  an  una- 
nimous appKjb.ition  of  the  treaiy^  evea 
though  its  conditions  should  resemble  those, 
which  hive  lately  been  accepted  by  the 
"  safe,  politicians"  composing  the  Regency  of 
Hanover,  who,  by  the  by,  appear  to  me  to 
be  most  worthy  coadjutors  ot  you  and  your 
colleagues,  and  who  have,  in  fact,  done  no 
more  than  follow  up  the  principles,  on 
which  the  peace  of  Amiens  was  made. 

The  nature  of  taxes  themselves  is  of  little 
consequence.  If  they  are  wanted  and  arc  pro- 
ductive, they  can  scarcely  be  bad,  unless  the 
collection  of  them  be  tyrannical  or  vexations. 
On  this  latter  score  only  it  is  that  1  could  have 
wished  not  to  see  that  set  of  little  despotic  in- 
quisitors, the  commissioners  of  income-tax, 
revived  ;  for,  while  this  species  of  oppres- 
sion exists,  to  talk  about  freedom,  and  about 
fighting  for  freedom  too,  is  a  most  mortify- 
ing mockery.  Every  thing  that  is  visible  is 
a  fair  (;bject  of  taxation  ;  to  pry  into  a  man's 
secrets  is  not  fair.  This,  however,  would 
be  bearable,  could  the  inquisitorial  powers 
be  confined  to  a  few  great  persons,  far  re- 
moved from  the  sphere  of  the  party  with  re- 
spect to  whom  the  inquest  is  made  ;  but  to 
set  a  man's  neighbours  to  dive  into  his  se- 
crets, to  arm  them  witii  legal  authority  to 
perTorm  this  act  of  scandalous  and  odious 
persecution  ;  yet  this,  even  this,  might  be 
borne,  were  it  not  acconipanieJ  wiih  the 
insulting  assertion,  of  its  being  abiolutely 
necessary  for  \\\6  preservation  of  cu  jreedom  ! 

As  to  the  tax  upon  \\\t  funds,  the  object 
is  visible  ;  to  make  good  the  collection  de- 
mands no  disclosure  of  those  secrets,  which 
a  man  wishes  to  keep  from  all  the  world  j 
but,  whether  the  impost  be  just  or  not  is  a 
question  which  depends  upon  the  result  of 
another  question,  to  wit,  whether  the  tax  it 
necessary  to  tbe  cxistc7ice  of  the  state.  I  ob- 
serve, that  you  speak  with  great  tender- 
ness on  this  subject.  You  seem  to  ima- 
gine, that  the  world  will  regard  this  direct 
tax  upon  the  public  fu^jds  as  a  direct  atxj, 
flagrant  breach  of  national  faith.,  which  it 
most  assuredly  is,  unless  the  previous  ques— 
tion  of  absolute  neces^ity  can  be  clearly 
made  out. — The  agreement  with  the  stock- 
holders is,  thai  theyshall  receivcsuchand  such 
dividends,  "  subject  to  no  deduction  ivhatcvcry. 
For  the  punctual  adherence  to  this  bargaiti 
the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged.  On  that 
faith  it  is,  that  thousands  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  persons  have  deposited  their  ali 
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in  the  hands  of  government.  But,  the  first 
law  of  every  land,  the  first  duty  of  those 
who  administer  the  government,  is,  to  se- 
cure the  existence  of  the  state.  This  law  of 
self-preservation  supersedes  every  other  law  ; 
and,  therefore,  if  a  tax  upon  the  funds  has 
this  sanction,  it  stands  in  need  of  no  other. 
The  tax  is,  in  that  case,  no  breach  of  na- 
tional faith;  because,  to  constitute  such 
breach,  the  nation  must  want  the  ivill  to 
fulfil  its  engagements,  and,  it  never  can  be 
said  to  svanl  the  will,  if  it  has  already  gone 
as  far  as  it  can  go  without  producing  its 
own  destruction  as  a  state.  Many  othe-r  ar- 
guments suggest  themselves  in  support  of 
this  position  ;  but,  if  the  case  of  necessity 
exists,  what  1  have  said  already.  Sir,  sufH- 
ciently  justifies  the  tax,  and,  if  the  neces- 
snfy  does  not  exist,  all  that  can  possibly  be 
urged  bv  the  most  ingenious  reasoner,  will 
fall  far  short  of  producing  conviction.  With 
you,  therefore,  Sir,  it  rests  to  show,  that 
this  dire  necessity  does  exist;  and,  while 
you  are  about  it,  you  may  also  show  us 
•mhence  it  has  arisen,  and  who  has  been  the 
cause  of  it. Some  persons  affect  to  re- 
gard the  five  per  cent,  to  be  deducted  from 
the  dividends,  as  a  tax  upon  income,  and  not 
a  tax  upon  the  funds.  This  distinction  is,  I 
imagine,  too  puerile  to  deceive  any  one  for 
the  space  of  five  minutes.  Every  tax  that 
you  can  name  is  ultimately  a  tax  upon  in- 
come; because  it  is  from  income  that 
all  taxes  are  paid.  But,  this  tax  upon  the 
funds  is  levied  immediately  upon  the  com- 
modity itself,  and  the  Bank,  which  is  now 
become  a  formidable  rival  of  the  Custom 
House  and  the  Excise  Office,  will  continue 
so  as  long  as  the  name  of  stock  exists  with- 
in its  walls,  which,  if  we  are  to  be  pre- 
served, will,  1  think,  be  about  four  or  five 
years. 

The  loayi,  which  you  have  made,  does,  I 
must  confess,  surprize  me.  I  did  not  think, 
that  there  were  to  be  found  any  persons, 
possessed  of  considerable  property,  so  total- 
ly void  of  reason,  as  to  suppose,  that  the  go- 
vernment, in  your  hands,  would  ever  be 
able  to  make  good  its  engagements  of  any 
sort;  and,  1  did  say,  that  those  v/ho  should 
make  you  another  loan,  would  deserve  to 
tlie  in  a  work-house,  a  fate,  which,  if  ap- 
pear.niices  are  not  fallacious,  may  probably 
befal  many  of  the  present  holders  of  om- 
rium,  which,  in  the  space  of  four  days  has 
fallen  to  a  discount  of  4  per  centum.  Yon 
toasied  oi  the  terms  of  this  loan,  Sir,  and 
expressed  your  confident  expectation,  that 
they  would  "  turn  out  advantageous  to  the 
"  contractors,  because  the  House  must  be 
*'  sorry,  when  hononrahh  and  puhlie-spiiiicd 
"  irjen,  who  come  forward  to  ?,i?'st  the  na- 
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"  tion,  suffer  any  loss  from  their  z^eal  to  pro- 
"  Jiiote  its  strDiec!"  Your  candour,  Sir,  is  al- 
most proverbial,  and,  therefore,  I  wonder, 
that  you  should  not  have  informed  these 
honourable  and  public-spirited  men,  that 
they  were  bidding  for  the  loan  under  very 
false  impressions;  I  wonder  that  you  had 
not  told  them,  that  the  messenger  who  came 
on  Sunday,  instead  of  brinp;ing  pacific  news 
from  the  Grand  Mediator,  bro'ight  an  ac- 
count of  the  subjugation  of  his  Majesty's 
German  dominions.  You  knnv,  that  the 
biddings  for  the  loan  were  made  under  the 
former  persuasion  ;  to  wh;it,  then,  are  we  to 
ascribe  your  hope  that  the  contractors  would 
derive  benefit  from  it  ?  Think  not,  however, 
that  {  pity  the  loan-jobbers.  If  your  cha- 
racter of  them  and  their  motives  be  truly 
drawn,  they  stand  in  need  of  no  consola- 
tion :  on  the  contrary,  such  public-spirited 
men,  who  come  forv/ard  "  to  asiist  the  na- 
"  tion,"  must  feel  gratified  at  havujg  had  so 
fiiir  an  opportunity  ot  "  promoLing  its  ser- 
"i'jV^  ;"  and,  give  me  leave  to  thin!;,  Sir,  'hat 
it  must  have  wounded  the  feelings  of  these 
honourable  and  disinterested  Jews  to  talk 
about  their  "suffering  from  any  loss'  that 
might  arise  from  their  zealous  endeavours. 
To  be  serious.  Sir,  what  would  you  say,  if 
the  stock,  which  is  to  form  the  payme-ni  of 
this  loan,  should  be  at  a  discount  of  20  per 
centum  ?  What  would  you  say,  if  the  loan 
should  never  be  paid  in  to  the  Exchequer? 
I  do  not  positively  assert,  that  either  of  these 
will  be  the  case;  but,  if  you  continue  mi- 
nister, it  is  right  that  the  country  should  be 
prepared  of  some  such  mishap :  the  whole 
of  the  paper  fabrick  begins  to  shake  in  your 
unsteady  hands:    there   wants  nothing  but  a 

sudden  gust  to  shiver   it   to  atoms. Let 

the  widows,  the  orphans,  the  aged,  the  in- 
firm, the  helpless  stockholders  of  every  de- 
scription, take  care:  let  them  beware  in 
time. 

The  Si?iking  Fund  is,  it  seems,  to  be  kept 
u]5  in  all  its  glory,  and  ?w  addition  ivbate-ver 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Public  Debt,  during 
the  war,  be  its  duration  ever  so  protracted  ! 
How  is  this  to  be.  Sir?  You  estimate 
(much  below  what  will  be  found  neces- 
sary) the  annual  supplies  for  the  war  at 
of  2(J,000,000.  All  this,  say  you,  is  to  come 
out  of  the  taxes  raised  during  the  year,  ex- 
cept about  ^  0,000,000,  which  is  to  be  ob- 
tained by  a  loan  annually  made  to  that 
amount;  but,  as  the  debt  annually  created 
by  these  loans,  will  be  no  greater  in  amount 
than  the  part  of  the  Public  Debt  bought  up 
annually  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  the  loans  luiil  make  no  additioji  it 
the  debt  i  It  is,  I  think,  impossible  that  you 
should  not  perceive  the  fallacy  of  this  state- 
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nient.  What  becomes  of  the  part  of  the 
Public  Debt  bought  up  by  the  Commis- 
sioners ?  What,  Sir,  becomes  of  the  stock 
so  bought  up  ?  Why,  it  is  carried  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  nation;  it  becomes  the  pro- 
perty of  the  nation  ;  the  nation  annually 
receives  the  dividends  on  it,  but  itjtrst  raises 
the  money  to  pay  those  dividends.  And  what 
becomes  of  tiie  dividends,  after  the  nation 
has  thus  received  ihem  from  itself?  Why, 
they  are  disposed  of  in  the  buying  up  of 
mor("  stock,  in  order  that  the  nation  may 
have  an  increase  of  dividends,  which,  like 
th=  former,  are  to  be  paid  by  itself  to  itself; 
and  thus  the  delusive  whirligig  goes  on,  but 
vithout  ever  lessening  the  Public  Debt  in 
the  amount  of  one  single  penny. If,  in- 
deed, the  stock  bought  up  by  the  Commis- 
sioners were  destroyed  ;  if,  when  so  bought 
up,  ii  \nii^u{\Y  ceased  to  exist,  as  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  thousandths  of  the 
people  imagine  it  does,  then  your  statement 
would  be  fair;  but,  while  it  is  in  existence, 
and  while  the  people  have  regularly  to  pay 
taxes  to  discharge  the  dividends  on  it,  where 
is  the  difference  whether  the  said  stock  be 
called  the  property  of  individuals  or  the 
property  of  the  nation  ?  Where  is  the  dif- 
ference, as  to  the  ,-£6,000,000,  to  be  annu- 
ally borro\ved,  whether  the  interest  of  it  be 
paid  to  individuals  or  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  ?  So  that  it  must  be 
paid  by  the  people,  where  is  the  ditFerence 
to  them  whether  it  be  paid  on  the  right 
hand  or  on  the  left  ? — Another  question 
brings  your  statement  to  the  test.  You  say, 
there  will  be  no  increase  to  the  debt  during 
the  war,  because  stock,  equal  in  amount 
to  that  which  is  created  by  the  annual  loan 
of  of  6,000,000,  will  be  annually  bought  up 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Now,  then.  Sir,  if  this  be  really  so,  why 
not  take  the  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
during  the  war,  and  appropriate  it  to  the 
public  use,  instead  of  a  loan  to  the  same 
amount  ?  Would  not  this  be  much  more 
simple  and  satisfactory  than  the  round- 
about operation  of  first  making  a  loan  of 
,i0,OOO,OOO,  with  all  the  Jewish  cant  of  bid- 
dings and  bonuses  and  premiums  and  dis- 
counts, and,afterhavingborrowed  thcmoney, 
paying  it  to  theCo(nmissioners,  in  the  shape 
of  an  anuual  grant  of  .t  1,200,000,  dividends 
on  stock  purchased  up,  and  an  annual  one  per 
centum  on  capitals  created  since  1703?  If 
your  Sinking  Fu^nd  yieWs  you  ci  i5,0U0,000, 
annually,  why  not  take  this  ,i 6,000,000  for 
public  <3se,  itistead  of  drst  borrowing  a  like 
sum,  and  then  paying  that  like  sum  oti"  with 
the  o£'0',(K)G,000.  produced  hy  the  Sinking 
Fund  ?  Oh,  go  \  "  that  would  alarm  peo- 
*"  p!cj     thsX    would    ihjikf  public   ncdit^' 
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This,  then,  is  the  touch-stone  of  (he  system  : 
to  continue  the  operation  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  1UC  must  go  on  paying  interest  on  all  the 
stock  bought  up,  and  to  be  bought  up,  by  tbs 
Commissioners;  if,  therefore,  this  conimua- 
tion  be  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  public  credit,  that  credit  must  be  de- 
stroyed, unless  we  continue  to  pay,  as  we 
now  do,  interest  on  all  the  stock  that  ever 
was  created.  When  and  how,  then,  is  the 
debt  to  experience  that  diminution,  with 
which,  Sir,  you  thought  proper  to  amuse 
the  tame  and  stupid  crowd,  who  were  Hs- 
tening  to  you  from  the  galleries?  No,  no. 
Sir;  it  is  not  in  this  Sinking  Fund;  it  is 
not  iti  this  system  of  paying  taxes  in  order 
to  purchase  stock  for  ourselves,  and  then  to 
raise  other  taxes  in  order  to  pay  the  interest 
of  that  stock  to  ourselves  ;  it  is  not  in  this 
shifting  from  one  pocket  to  the  other  ;  it  is 
not  in  a  set  of  legerdemain  tricks  wortljy  of 
Bartholomew  Fair;  it  is  not  here  that  we 
are  to  look  for  relief,  but  it  is  in  your  tax 
upon  the  Funds;  or,  in  other  words,  in  that 
admirable  sponge,  which  you  are  now  about 
to  apply  to  one  twentieth  part  of  the  debt. 
This,  as  Sir  Walter  Reighleigh  said  whea 
he  was  approaching  the  City  of  St.  Thomas, 
"  this  is  the  true  mine,  my  lads,  and  he's  a 
"  fool  that  expects  to  find  riches  from  any 
"  other  !"  This,  to  use  yoar  own  words  ap- 
plied to  the  Sinking  Fund,  "  this  is  an  ope- 
"  ration  which  carries  with  it  the  singular 
"  advantage  of  executing  its  purposes  fur  our 
"  relief  in  proportion  to  our  pressure  ;"  for,  the 
more  expensive  the  war,  the  heavier,  of 
course,  will  be  the  tax  upon  the  Funds; 
and  as  all  that  part  which  becomes  tax  will 
no  longer  be  debt,  our  relief  will,  as  you 
truly  observe,  be  expedited  by  our  pressure! 
But,  say  the  wiseacres  of  the  City,  there  is 
none  of  the  debt  sponged  off  by  tiiis  tax, 
which,  however  heavy  it  may  bf;come,  will 
take  only  the  interest,  leaving  the  principal 
totally  untouched  ;  to  which  sapient  obser- 
vation you  will,  doubtless,  reply,  that,  if 
they  will  but  let  you  take  the  interest,  they 
are  perfectly  welcome  to  do  what  they  pleass 
with  the  principal.  In  short.  Sir,  that  maa 
must  be  afflicted  with  insanity  or  judicial 
blindness,  who  does  not  percieve,  that  to 
impose  a  direct  tax  of  5  per  cent.  Vjpon  the 
Funds  is  to  wash  away  a  twentieth  part  or 
the  debt,  v/hich  consists  of  those  funds. 
You  have,  by  ca'ling  this  aa  income  tax,  a 
tax  on  properly,  &:c.  &:c.  succeeded  in  pro- 
ducing a  contusion  of  ideas  in  the  niinds  o.f 
tiie  people,  who,  viewi-ng  the  nsattec  in  tlis 
light  IK  which  you  have  placed  it,  seem  Us 
forget,  that  Uie  lax  on  income  aad  proi?ert? 
is  drawn  froiu  soRjeihitig  which  the  pairtf 
already  iu*  iu  Jus  po5sesiiop^  T4'lie;.eat  iii<J 
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tax  on  the  Funds  is,  in  fact,  a  portion  of  a 
dibt  due  to  bim,  but  which  he  has  not  re- 
ceived, and  of  which  debt  the  State  is  noiu 
about  to  pay  bim  Tiineic'ai  shillings  in  the  pound. 
And  very  good  payment  it  is.  It  were  to 
be  wi'-hrd  that  every  Bankfupt  would  pay 
lys,  in  the  pound;  and,  if  you  should  not 
make  that  rate  good  upon  the  principal,  you 
have  shown  (he  honeaty  of  your  intention, 
by  makirg  it  good  iipm  the  interest. — The 
truth  is,  ^Ir,  and,  if  you  have  common 
sense,  it  is  a  truth  that  you  must  perceive, 
—  the  National  Debt  has  arrived  at  that 
point,  beyond  which  it  cannot  go,  and,  that 
terrific  bugbear,  a  National Bdrikaifitcy,  the 
fear  of  seeing  which  has  made  this  country 
submit  to  every  species  of  wroiig  and  of  dis- 
grace, is  now  actually  making  its  a[)pear- 
ance,  unaccompanied  with  any  of  the  dread- 
ful CiTects,  which  base  and  interested  men 
have  endeavoured  to  persuade  us  it  would 
inevitably  produce  This  measure  of  taxing 
the  funds,  alias  paying  nineteen  shillings  in 
the  pound  on  the  interest,  this  year,  in  order 
to  pave  the  way  for  tlie  total,  and  the  only 
practicable,  extinction  of  the  public  debt, 
has  my  unqualified  applause;  because,  1  am 
fully  persuaded,  that  either  that  debt,  or  the 
independence  oi'  this  nation,  must  be  spee- 
dily destroyed.  A  small  public  debt  is  no 
harm  to  any  country,  nor,  merely  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  is  a  large  one,  or 
even  an  enormous  one,  any  harm  ;  but,  not 
so  in  hs  political  effects  :  there  a  great  pub- 
lic debt,  is  a  tremendous  evil.  This  distinc- 
tion, which  has,  within  the  last  ten  years, 
been  so  fatally  illustrated  in  England,  has, 
however,  been  too  little  attended  to.  Mr. 
Pitt  saw  the  navigation,  the  commerce,  the 
manutactures,  all  increase  as  the  debt  in- 
creased; the  land  became,  year  by  year, 
better  cultivated,  the  houses,  the  roads,  the 
carriages,  the  clothing  and  food  of  the 
people,  all  grew  tiner  and  better;  but, 
he  did  not  perceive,  that  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  while  it  was,  in  consequence  of 
having  assumed  a  moveable  quality,  extend- 
ing the  commercial  means  and  multiplying 
the  comforts  and  elegancies  of  life,  w;is,  at 
the  same  time,  from  the  same  cause,  and  in 
the  same  degree,  producing  political  decay: 
he  did  not  perceive,  that  when  a  vast  portion 
of  the  public  property  had  so  changed  its 
nature  as  always  to  be  instantly  affected  by 
political  events,  and  always  to  bear,  in  va- 
lue, an  inverse  proportion  to  the  warlike 
exertions  necessary  to  the  honour  and  safety 
of  the  state  ;  he  does  not  seem  to  have  per- 
ceived, that  when  the  public  debt  had 
wrought  this  change  in  the  interests  and 
feelings  of  men,  the  state  must  of  necessity 
fall,  or  the   debt   be  anuiiiilated.      buch. 
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however,  is  now  the  fact  ;  and,  the  only  ob- 
jection I  have  to  your  statement,  is,  the  mi- 
serable delusion  which  you  stdl  attempt  to 
keep  up,  and  which,  il  your  attempt  succeed, 
can  be  attended  with  no  possible  good, 
while  it  may  do  infinite  mischief.  Proceed- 
itig  upon  the  maxim  of  Mr.  Pitt,  you  rrpre- 
sent  our  public  debt  as  "  tbf  best  ally  of  the 
"  enemy -j"  and,  the  efore,  say  you,  we  will 
let  the  enemy  see — What  -  Not  that  we  are 
about  to  crush  and  annihilate  this  his  '♦  best 
"  ally,"  but  liiat  we  are  going  to  raise  the 
taxes  within  the  year,  in  order  to  refrain  frona 
addiiig  any  more  strength  to  this  ally.  But, 
Sir,  I  am  happy  to  perceive,  that,  wliileyou 
are  talking  of  this  foolish  plan,  while  you 
really  think  you  have  adopted  it,  you  are 
actually  proceffding  upon  a  wise  one;  that, 
while  you  think  you  are  propping  up  the 
funds,  you  are,  in  truth,  undermining  their 

foundation. Shall   I   be   told,  that  I  am 

here  expressing  a  wish  to  see  the  credit  of 
my  countiy  destroyed  ?  Very  like  1  may, 
but.  Sir,  far  ditferent  are  my  wishes.  I  wish 
to  see  its  true  credit  restored,  by  the  anni- 
hilation of  its  false  credit  ;  I  wish  to  see 
honourable  sentiments  succeed  to  selfish- 
ness and  cowardice;  and,  if  I  am  told  of 
the  iniseries  that  this  measure  will  bring 
upon  those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  be 
stockholders,  I  deny  that  they  will  be  a  hun- 
dredth part  so  gieat  as  is  generally  imagin- 
ed ;  because,  as  the  extinction  will  not  be 
effected  all  at  once,  people  will  sell  out,  ia 
proportion  as  their  arprehensions  increase, 
and  as  those  who  have  nothing  but  the 
funds  to  depend  upon  will  be  most  timid, 
they  will  sell  first  :  so  (hat,  at  the  "  close  of 
•'  the  market,"  a  market  which,  I  trust,  will 
never  again  be  opened,  the  loss  will  be 
found  to  be  pretty  fairly  distributed.  Be 
the  miseries,  however,  arising  from  this 
source,  what  they  may,  they  certainly  are 
inevitable  ;  for,  if  the  debt  be  not,  some- 
how or  other,  annihilated,  the  nation  must 
be  enslaved,  and  then  the  annihilation  comes 
of  course.  Horrid,  therefore,  as  the  sound 
of  National  Bankruptcy  is  to  the  ears  of  the 
selfish  and  the  foolish,  it  must  be  borne; 
and  their  only  alternative  is,  bankruptcy  and 
freedom,  or  bankruptcy  and  slavery.  This 
is  what  you  should  have  told  them.  Sir  :  this 
would  have  discouraged  the  enemy  a  thou- 
sand times  more  than  all  your  flattering 
prospects  of  commercial  wealth,  which 
wealth,  were  it  a  hundred-fold  greater  than 
it  is,  he  well  knows  to  be  of  no  avail,  as 
long  as  there  exists  a  cause  which  impels  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  people  to  cry  for 
peace  on  any  terms. — I  am,   Sir,  yours,  &c. 

Wm.  Cobbett. 
Duk  Street,  IVlsiminskr,  Ji.ni  i5tb  1803.. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLJTICS. 
Hanover. — The  reader  will,  doiibtless, 
recollect,  tliat,  last  week,  while  the  news- 
paper editors  circulated  intelligence  of 
the  French  troops  having  been  stopped  on 
the  confines  of  the  electorate,  in  conse- 
quence of  remonstrances  on  the  part  of 
Russia  and  Prussia,  and  while  the  same 
sort  of  delusive  nonsense  was  found  pla- 
carded up,  a  la  bulletin,  at  the  gossipinij 
place:;  of  the  small  politicians,  we  were 
giving  it  as  our  opinion,  that  no  such  re- 
monstrance had  taken  place,  and  that  the 
French  were,  at  that  moment  in  possession 
of  Hanover,  which  she  would  "  noi  only 
"  plunder  of  its  moveables,  but  would 
"  confiscate  all  the  public  building-,  lands, 
"  and  other  property,  and  would  finally 
"  sell  the  whole  of  it  by  auction."  Sorry 
are  we  to  perceive  from  General  Mor- 
tier's  dispatches  (i),  ihat  we  were  so 
very  near  the  truth.  Hanover  is,  as  we 
belore  observed,  a  rich  piize.  The  estates 
of  the  House  of  Brunswick-Lunenberg  are 
immense;  the  population  of  the  electorate 
amounts  to  nearly  a  million  of  souls,  and 
its  net  annual  revenue  i,  about  10,000,000 
of  rixdollars;  but  the  part  of  the  prize  wliich 
the  French  most  esteem,  that  which  they 
are  most  in  want  of,  and  which  they  have 
seized  on  with  th.e  greatest  joy  and  avidity, 
is,  the  horses^  of  which  the  electorate  con- 
tains from  thirty  to  forty  thousand,  fit  for 
military  service.  —  The  proclamation  of 
General  Mortier,  which  we  inserted  in 
our  last  (2),  breathes  a  li((le  of  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit,  and  the  terms  of  the  con- 
vention are  worded  so  nearly  like  those 
made  by  the  marauders  of  the  Directory, 
that  one  would  almost  think  Mortier  had 
borrowed  a  specimen  from  tlie  history  of 
Buonaparte's  Italian  campaign.  Upon 
reading  these  public  papers,  how  sweet  to 
the  supporters  of  the  ministers  must  be  the 
recollection  of  their  assertions,  at  the  time 
of  the  pedce,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
F'rance.  Lord  Havvkesbury  said  tlie  French 
Government  had  '■'•  publicly  asktd  jiardon  cf 
"  God  and  man.'''' {^l)  All  of  them  were  full 
of  prai.^es  of  the  reformation  produced 
in  France,  and  that  very  sapient  person- 
nage.  Lord  Castlereagh,  stated,  that  so 
far  were  the  people  of  that  country  from 
harbouring  any  wild  schemes  of  subverting 
our  government,  that  "  they  considered  it 
"  as  a  models  and  felt  for  us  that  defereiice  and 
"  resliect  which  it  was  usual  to  entertain 
"  under  their  ancient  government."!!!!  (4) 
General  Edward  Mortier  does,  however, 
talk  most  fluently  of  liberating  the  people' 
©f   Hanover    from    a    government    which 

(i)  See  present  shett,  p.  899.     (2)  See  p.  867. 
(3)  See  Reg.  Vol.  II.  p.  1249.     (4)  Ibid,  p.  ijjl. 
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tramples  under  foot  "  all  the  principles  of 
"  \.\\ii  rights  of  man,''''  and  the  Moniteur  con- 
tains a  very  elaborate  dissertation,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  prove,  that  the  Hano- 
verians "  ought  no  longer  to  sub?nit  to  their  ty- 
"  rants.'''  This  is  the  old  style  certainlv, 
and,  as  Mr.  Windham  predicted  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty,  though  Buonaparte  15 
the  enemy  ot  Jacobins  in  France,  he  is  the 
partizan  of  Jacobins  out  of  France.  There 
is  ro  possibility  of  being  angry,  Jiovvever, 
with  the  consul  or  his  general:  they  are  la- 
bouring in  their- vocation  ;  and,  with  re- 
spect to  Russia  and  Prussia,  what  right 
have  we  to  complain  of  their  conduct,  as 
to  any  part  of  Germany  ?  What  right  have 
we  to  talk  of  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  we, 
who  have  declared,  that  this  country  had 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that  treat)'  ?  No; 
we  looked  quietly  on,  and  saw  the  empire 
of  Germany  new-parcelled  out:  we  never 
even  remonstrated  on  th.e  subject:  we  had 
made  peace,  and  that  peace  w-as  not,  we 
said,  to  be  disturbed  for  the  sake  of  the 
continent :  our  maxim  v\as  to  '■'■  kecji  cuysehvs 
"  tc  cnrsehes :''  and,  now,  behold,  now 
that,  in  spite  of  all  our  baseness,  we  are 
forced  into  war  again  ;  now  we  are  calling 
to  the  powers  of  the  continent  to  interfere 
in  our  belialf ! 

The  Ki\g  of  Sardixia. — The  chares 
against  our  ministers,  relative  to  this  mi- 
fortunate  monarch,  has  been,  we  perceive, 
since  our  last,  brought  forward  by  the  Mo- 
niteur with  -till  more  seriousness  than  be- 
fore. What  we  quoted  then  was  from  cer- 
tain notes  on  the  English  parliamentary  de- 
bates ;  but  we  now  refer  to  an  answer  t» 
the  declaration  laid  before  parliament  on 
the  1 8th  of  May,  which  answer  is  verv  full 
on  every  point  of  complaint,  and  particu- 
larly on  that  which  relates  to  the  King  of 
Sardinia.  This  answer  is  a  very  important 
publication  :  we  shall  examine  it  part  by 
part,  hereafter.  In  the  mean  time,  we  are 
sorry  that  tlie  ministers  use  no  means  to 
contradict  the  statement  respecting  tl:e 
King  of  Sardinia,  which,  if  true,  must 
sink  this  country  to  the  lowest  degree  of  in- 
famy, Mr.  Pitt,  in  defending  tlie  peace, 
said,  "  vv'e  ought  to  have  restored  the  King 
"  of  Sardinia  if  we  could,  but  that  we 
"  could  not  do  it."  The  French  say,  tliat 
we  might  have  done  it,  but  that  we  zvndd  nct^ 
unless  we  could  have  done  it  without  giving 
up  Ceylon  or  Trinidada.  And  yet  we  have 
the  conscience  to  look  to  the  Continent  for 
allies,  and  to  Russia  above  all  other  powers, 
Russia  who  has  always  desired  to  see  a  pro- 
vision made  for  the  King  of  Sardinia  ! 

Garbled  Papers. — In  our  preceding 
sheets,  p.  8'il  and  886,  we  mentioned  some 
of  the  principal  circumsLincss  iflaiive  to  \he 
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garbling  of  the  public  pnpers  laid  before 
Pdiliamcnt  on  the  l&ih  of  May.  The  charge 
is  now,  we  think,  fully  established,  with  this 
addition,  that  ihe  itutc  of  Count  Alexander 
Woronzow,  dated  Petersburgh,  I'ith  No- 
vember, 1B02,  was  also  left  out  in  the  pa- 
pers presented  to  Parliament.  This  was  a 
very  important  note,  because  on  it  turned 
the  whole  of  ihe  negotiation  respecting  Mal- 
ta, as  far  as  Russia  was  concerned.  In 
short,  the  keeping  back  of  this  note,  together 
will)  the  suppression  of  part  of  Lord  Whit- 
Mortli's  note  of  the  10th  of  May,  and  the 
ieeping  back  of  Talleyrand's   note  of  the 
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"  country  as  a  free  state,  and  the  question 
"  nozu  is,  whether  we  shall  maintain  that 
"  existence,  or  whether  we  shall  abandon 
"  the  people  of  this  land  a  prey  to  the 
"  French,  whether  Great  Britain  shall  con- 
"  tinue  her  power  and  estimation  in  the 
"  scale  of  nations,  or  make  an  item  in  the 
"  catalogue  of  the  conquests  of  France." — 
Very  well  :  this  is  ihe  cause  of  all  our  sacrifices 
and  all  our  alarm.  But,  how  comes  this  cause  to 
exist  now  in  a  degree  so  much  more  great  and 
fearful  than  before  the  conclusion  of  rhe  last  war? 
That  wai,  with  all  our  couqiif?ts  in  our  hands, 
was  going  on  without  uerianding  any  new  and  un- 
heard-of sacrihces;  that  war,  which  was  put  an 
12th  of  May,    all   of  them  relating   to   the  I  ^"^  ^"  *""r  ^^5^  puipose  of  hu,h„:.d,r,g  cur  resource, 

■"  c    r»^_  -_      -_j     !...i._j       _i i_  I  'i'i^'i  providiig  for  ',ur  security,    was   going  quietly  on 

without  any  tax  upon  the  funtls,  without  turning 
the  Bank  into  an  excise-olTice,  and  without  a  nii- 
Jit.try  conscription. —  VVe  have  had  381  days  of 
peace,  during  which  v.'c  have  been  more  than  381 
times  reminded  of  its  bit  ssings,  and  particularly  of 
its  oeconomy.  Seeing,  then,  that  the  sapient  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  the  disinterested  Rich- 
mond Park  minister,  the  clean-handed  prosecutor 
of  the  Plymcuih  Tinker,  has  been  all  this  while 
hubbanduig  our  resouices,  and  seeing,  that  ht  has 
constantly  asserted  thai  those  resouices  have  been 
upon  the  increase  from  the  liour  the  peace  w'ns 
made;  seeing  ail  this,  one  is  impelled  to  ask,  why 
thisiLar  should  requne  sacrifices  beyond  all  pro- 
portion greater  than  those  requt'ed  ly  the  last  •'  The 
answer  is  ready:  the  peice,  the  foolish,  the  dis- 
gr3ceful,  and  infamous  peace  of  Amiens,  has 
greatly  changed  our  situatiun  relative  10  that  of 
our  enemy;   has   made  us  much  weaker  and  him 

mucli   stionger. "  Ihe     peace,"    said    Lord 

C'astlereagh,  "  has  been  made  en  pumipUs  of  our 
'•  (jivn  icao'us^  and,  therefore,  I  think  that  minis- 
"  tcrt  were  right  in  not  regarding  the  encroach- 
"  mcnt?  of  Fiance,  upon  theConnnen'jbetween  the 
"  Pi  eliniinsry  and  Dclinitive  Treaty,  as  sufficient 
"  cause  10  break  off  the  negotiation." — Where  is  the 
secu-'ny,  then  ?  In  the  military  conscription?  Is  that 
the  sectiriiv  which  it  lias  brouglu  us.' — *'  \^'e 
liave  p;'<'"-c'  ''^^  liearts  of  the  people.  We  liave 
gained  Mr.  1  icrney  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  latter 
of  v.'liom  will  fight  the  French  sirigle-handul  ? ' 
VV  hy,  then,  talk  of  a  military  conscription  ?  Why 
afraid  ?  You  were  not  so  afraid  before  the  peace 
of  An:ier.s  took  place.  We  had  been  at  war  nine 
years,  without  any  assistance  from  the  single- 
handed  e;ieiti(;ns  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  before  that  iit- 
fanious  peace  was  made,  and  the  French  never 
went  to  Hanover,  never  sliuc  up  the  Elbe  or  the 
Weser  during  the  whole  time.  'I'hese  fatal  steps, 
theiefore,  are  owing,  not  to  the  war  simply  consi- 
dered,  but  to  the  war  «s  groiving  cut  of  the  Fence  'f 

^micni And,    shall   not    the  makers   of    that 

peace  be  responsible  for  the  measure  ?  And  shall 
they  be  allowed  to  conduct  a  new  war,  merely 
liecause  ihcy  are  likely  to  surpass  all  others  in  the 

baseness  necessary  to   obtain  another  peace  : 

Such  a  nation,  we  serioufly  repeat  ir,  such  a  na- 
tion must,  and  will,  and  ought  to  perish. 


guarantee  of  Russia,  and,  indeed,  clearly 
^bowing,  that  that  guarantee  might  have 
been  obtained,  and  that  the  want  of  it  was 
only  a  pretext ;  this  suppression,  this  shame- 
li.1l  garbling,  fully  proves  the  insincerity  of 
the  ministers  as  to  the  cause  of  their  retain- 

jnr  Malta. We   beg  our   readers  to  re- 

collect,  too,  that,  in  laying  the  Maltese  pa- 
pers before  the  Parliament,  they  have,  as  we 
observed  in  our  last  number,  withheld  the 
Temoiistrance^  which  was  the  principal  paper; 
though,  by  the  negotiations  at  Amiens,  an 
account  of  whicli  Buonaparte  has  been  so 
obliging  as  to  publish,  we  perceive,  that 
Lord  t-'ornwallis  produced  this  very  paper 
as  a  f  roof  of  ihe  impossihiiity  of  restprhig  the 
Island  of  Malta  to  ihe  Knights!  Why,  then, 
■was  not  this  remonstrance  communicated  to 
Parliament  amongst  the  other  papers  ?  It 
was  called  for.  Mr.  Canning  moved  for  all 
these  papers,  and  not  for  a  part  of  them. 
But,  the  truth  is,  that  the  ministers  give 
what  they  please  and  withhold  what  they 
please.  They  fear  no  responsibility.  Mr. 
Pitt,  after  having  done  as  much  mischief  as 
he  could  himsell;  after  having  broken  down 
and  sitbdued  the  parliament,  piit  it  under 
the  insolent  tyranny  of  his  creatures,  to 
whom  he  himself  is  now  become  an  underling. 
War  of  Necessity. — When  we  hear 
the  ministry  calling  on  the  nation  for  sacri- 
lices  and  exertions  never  before  heard  or 
dreamt  of,  when  we  see  a  budget  planning 
the  collection  of  12  millions  of  new  taxes  to 
be  raised  annually,  and  when  we  have  the 
prospect  of  seeing  a  military  conscription,  in 
virtue  of  which  Englishmen  will  be  placed 
in  nearly  the  same  situation  that  Frenchmen 
now  are;  when  we  hear,  see,  and  anticipate, 
all  this,  we  feel  thai  it  is  all  necessary,  but 
we  are,  however,  naturally  led  to  ask  the 
cause  ot  it,  and  the  wise  Chancellor  of  the 
Eschequfr  gives  us  the  answer.  "  Tiie  pie- 
'•  sent  conlcsL  io  fur  the   existence  of  this 


1^  Our  Correspondents   shall   be   attended   to 
next  week.  We  regret  that  we  could  not  instn  the 

first  eiccllent  aitiele  entire. 


LONDON^ 


LONDOXy  June   18   to  Jime  25,   1803. 
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DEFENCE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 
This  being  the  topic  which  now  engages  the  at- 
tention of  all  those,  who  have  sense  enough  to 
perceive  the  danger  to  which  their  cunntry  is  ex- 
posed, and  who  have,  at  the  sanie  time,  a  wish  to 
pieserve  it,  and  courage  to  endeavour  to  accom- 
plish that  wihh,  wc  think  it  our  duty  to  devote  a 
considerable  part  Of  the  present  sheet  to  the  jpfiech 
delivered,  on  the  subject, by  Mr.Windha.'<i,  wjiose 
counsel,  it'  it  had  been  followed  before, would  have 
prevented  the  evils  with  which  we  are  now  beset ; 
and,  if  followed  now,  may  yet  prevent  those  evils 

from    terminating    in    our    subjugation. The 

Speech  which  we  are  about  to  insert,  was  deliver- 
ed in  the  House  of  Communs,  on  the  20th  instant^ 
in  disapprobation  of  the  plan,  proposed  by  the 
ministers,  for  raising  50,000  men,  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  by  way  of  ballot,  or  military 
conscription.  The  plan,  as  described  by  the  Se- 
cretary at  War,  was  as  follows.  A  body  of  50,000 
men,  to  be  called  the  Anny  oj  Rmrve,  to  be  imme- 
diately raised  by  ballot,  accortling  to  the  following 
quotas:  the  counties  of  England  and  Wales, 
31,000,  London  and  the  Tower  Hamlets,  3,000, 
Scotland,  6,oco,  Ireland,  io,ooit.  Wliether  the  con- 
scripts were  to  be  allowed  to  find  suhititutes,  or 
were,  in  case  of  not  serving  themselves,  to  pay  a 
fine  to  the  government,  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  determined  on.  The  term  of  service  was 
fottr years,  with  an  extension,  as  to  place,  to  any 
part  of  Great  Bricain  and  iieJsnd,  and  the  Islands 
of  Jersey  and  Gaernfey. — The  oflicers,  to  be  com- 
missioned by  the  King,  were  to  come  from  the 
half-pay  list  of  tlie  army,  from  amongst  those  luho 
had  quitted  tJx  service  for  wnr/i  of  promotion,  from  the 
Marines,  from  the  East  hidia  Company's  service, 
and,  if  alFthese  sources  were  insufficient,  as  if  this 
multifarious  and  motlty  groupe  were  not  enough 
60,  the  remaining  vacancies  were  proposed  to  be 
filled  up  by  persons  wlio  served  as  oflicers  in  Vo- 
lunteer Yi.on;anry  Corps  in  Ireland,  during  the  late 
rebellion,  to  which  vi'cre  to  be  added,  if  necessary, 
the  ofikers  of  the  Recruitinj  StalT,  at  the  head  of 
whom  is  General  Grakme,  a  person  that  the 
Sccietary  at  War  described  as  being  "  himself  a 
«'  hst."  a  cirrum:tancc  at  which,  v:e trust,  the  na- 
V»t.  HI. 


[930 

tion  must  have  heard  with  the  most  lively  joy. — 
Such  were  the  out-lines  of  the  plan,  to  which  Mr, 
WinJliam  made  the  objections  that  will  be  found 
in  his  tpeech.  It  will  be  perceived,  too,  that  he 
did  not  object  to  this  plan  without  proposing  ano- 
ther instead  of  it;  and,  it  only  remains  lor  the 
public  and  the  Parliament  to  determine,  ivfiich  is 
the  bat. 


Sir, — The  Honourable  Gentleman  has 
introduced  this  mea^nre  in  a  manner  per- 
fectly suitable  to  the  solemnity  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  to  the  impression  .vbuh  such  an 
occasion  was  likely  to  produce  on  his  mind. 
I  wish  the  measure  itself  had  been  equally 
suitable  to  the  manner  of  its  introduction, 
or  to  the  circumstances  out  of  which  it  has 
arisen.  But,  a'as  !  it  has  fallen  miserably 
short  both  of  the  occasion  and  of  the  ex- 
pectation which  1  had  allowed  myself  to 
form  of  it  Instead  of  lie! ping  us  out  of 
ou'  difficulties  it  serves  on'y  to  confirm  a 
most  material  part  of  them,  ynd  for  the  rest, 
to  give  us  but  very  impertt  ct  and  inade- 
quate assistance.  This  grand  mrasure  of  which 
so  much  expectation  has  been  rjised,  turns 
out,  at  last,  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
addition  to  the  militia,  with  all  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  that  system,  perverted  and  misap- 
plied as  it  has  been  for  a  period  of  several 
years  past.  In  addition  to  7^,000  mea 
raised  or  raising  according  to  that  system 
upon  the  population  of  Great-Britain,  and  of 
18,000  so  raised  in  Ireland,  we  are  now  to 
have  10,000  more  for  Ireland  and  40,000 
for  Great  Britain,  making  in  the  whole  the 
number  of  138,000,  of  which  18,000  (the 
original  militia  in  Ireland),  are  to  be  raised 
by  bounty  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  rest 
to  be  raised  by  ballot,  with  the  privilege  of 
exemption  from  personal  service,  on  the 
condition  of  finding  a  substitute.  Does  any 
man  dream  after  this,  that  it  is  possible  for 
Great  Britain  to  have  an  army  ?  The  hope 
is  utterly  childish.  The  recruiting  of  the 
British  army  has,  as  every  body  knows,  long 
stood  still.  An  army  not  recruited  must,  by 
degrees,  waste  away.  In  spit'"  of  all  the 
hopes,  which  some  may  indulge  of  trans- 
fening  men  hereafter  by  new  bounties  from 
Hh 
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ihff  force  thus  raised  to  the  regular  army, — 
a  most  unceriain  and  ineligible  method, — 
the  army  must  unavoidably  stand  still  for- 
tbe  present,  and  one  may  venture  to  say, 
undci  the  influence  of  such  a  system  is  not 
like'y  to  be  agnin  put  in  motion. 

This,  therefore,  is  my  great,  leading,  and 
fundamental  objection  to  this  measure,  that 
it  destroys  all  hope,  now  and  hereafter,  of 
a  force  truly  regular, — that  it  completely  cuts 
up  tiie  army.  This  it  effects,  not  so  much 
by  the  raising  of  so  many  men, — a  mea- 
sure which  at  the  present  moment  1  am  not 
prepared  to  object  to ;  but,  by  admitting 
the  principle  of  substitution.  "Jiiat  a  com- 
pulsory levy  cannot  be  aiade  without  a 
power  of  commutation  of  some  sort  or 
other,  I  ara  ready  to  allow.  The  grievance 
would  be  utterly  intolerable.  But  1  hoped, 
as  {he  hon.  gent,  knows,  that  another  mode 
might  have  been  adopted,  namely,  that  of 
commutation  of  service  for  a  fixed  tine  ; 
which  fine  should  be  paid  not  into  the  hands 
of  the  corps  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid 
put  in  providing  a  subsliiute,  with  all  the 
etlect  which  such  an  additional  demand 
must  have  in  raising  the  rate  of  the  boun- 
ty, but  should  be  paid  to  government,  to 
be  employed  by  them  in  any  way  they 
SP.ould  tliink  proper,  or,  if  you  choose  to  give 
it  an  appropriation,  for  the  providing  ii  re- 
cruit f-ir  ihe  ^niiy_  The  gre^t  (joint  is  to 
abolish  tlie  present  competition,  under  which 
it  is  impo^sibl.-  that  the  army  can  stand  ; 
atKl  with  ihis  view,  my  meaning  would  cer- 
tainly be,  nor  merely  to  abolish  this  com- 
petition so  lar  as  it  would  arise  fmni  the 
body  now  propoaed  to  be  raised,  but  uni- 
versally for  the  whole  of  the  militia,  old  or 
pew.  Tliere  should  be  no  recruiting  but 
for  the  army.  The  militia,  atid  every  force 
raised  by  ballot  should  consist  of  nothing 
but  the  bliilcted  men,  so  far  as  they  would 
go.  To  insure  the  service  of  tliem,  as  far 
as  I  could,  or  as  far  as  they  were  of  a  de- 
scription to  make  tiieir  service  desirable,  I 
would  impose  a  fine,  greater  or  less,  as 
might  nltiraately  be  tliought  right;  but  I 
would  sooner  leave  the  service  incomplete, 
ihan,  in  order  to  complete  it,  introduce  that 
fatal  principle  of  substitution  ;  wrong  in  a 
constitutional  view  if  that  were  now  \yorlh 
attending  to,  but  far  more  wrong  and  per- 
fectly fiial  from  the  effect  which  it  must 
have  of  des|toying  all  possibility  of  recruit- 
ing the  army. 

That  it  is  the  Militia  system.,  extended  as  it 
{las  been  of  late  years,  and  changed,  as  it  is, 
in  its  nature  and  character,  that  has  eat  out 
the  army,  nobcdy  can  reasonably  doubt. 
"What  is  there  in  the  condition  of  this  coun- 
iry  that  should  make  it  incapable  of  haying 


an  army  in  some  degree,  at  least,  proportion- 
ate to  its  population  ?  or  prevent  its  having 
now  what  it  has  had  in  all  former  times  ? 
That  the  rvlilitia  system,  as  carried  on  of  late 
would  and  must  prevent  thi.s,  is  perfectly 
obvious.  I  want  to  know  what  ground 
there  is  for  concluding  that  there  are  any 
other  causes,  if  these  were  removed,  which 
must  equally  produce  the  same  effect? 
When  we  say,  therefore,  that  we  can  get  no 
men  for  the  army,  the  answer  is  that  we 
have  never  fairly  tried.  Let  the  expe- 
riment be  bonafuic  made.  Abolish  the  coin- 
petition  :  and  in  order  to  meet  the  effects  ot 
the  change  thus  produced,  begin  now, 
what  the  H.  G.  says  must  be  begun  some 
time  or  other,  and  put  your  army  on  tliat 
new  footing,  which,  without  being  necessary 
for  its  improvement  ;  for  I  know  not  what 
improvement  it  wants ;  m-"y  be  necessary  to 
tVKiintain  its  numbers.  The  first  of  these 
measures,  as  it  has  always  appeared  to  me, 
is  to  change  tlie  condition  of  service  from 
life  to  term  of  years;  —  a  measure  on  uhicb, 
if  I  cannot  say,  that  military  men  are  unani- 
mous, 1  may  safely  say,  that  they  are  near- 
ly so,  and  to  which  I  certainly  have  never 
heard  any  objection  that  could  at  all  he  set 
in  competition  with  the  advantages  to  be  ex- 
pected from  it.  Its  advantages  indeed,  if 
tiif-y  really  exist,  are  of  that  sort  which  must 
Jake  place  of  every  other  consideration.  The 
fir.st  merit  of  a  bonk,  says  a  great  critick,  is 
to  make  itself  read.  The  fi-fst  merit  in  the 
constitution  of  an  army  is  to  provide  that  it 
should  continue  an  array. — Let  the  arvny, 
therefore,  at  this  moment,  and  not  at  any 
time  of  future  peace,  and  with  a  vievv  to 
wars  that  may  then  be  future,  be  put  upon 
that  footing,  in  which,  in  conjunction  with 
other  changes,  it  may  hope  to  be  recruited  as 
it  has  heretotore  been,  and  may  release  us 
from  this  dreadful  and  unheard-of  state  of 
being  engaged  in  a  war,  without  an  offen- 
sive and  disposeable  force.  With  all  the 
disadvantage  which  the  very  memory  of  the 
bounties  heretofore  given,  will  not  fail  to 
produce  even  when  the  bounties  themselves, 
to  this  inordinate  amount,  shall  be  given  no 
longer,  I  should  not  despair  of  seeing 
our  army  gradually  restored,  and  the  ser- 
vice again  go  on,  as  it  did  in  all  former 
times. 

It  is  in  conformity  to  these  views  that  my 
judgment  must  be  regulated  upon  the  pre- 
sent measure.  As  a  levy  of  so  many  men 
pn  the  principle  of  ballot  I  may  submit  to  it, 
government  declaring  it  to  be  necessary,  be- 
cause the  urgency  ot  the  case  seems  to  leave 
me  no  option,  and  hardly  time  to  consider 
the  question.  But  as  a  ballot  including  the 
further   principles  of  substituticn,    I  tx^ust 
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formall;/ protest  against  it :  because  it  tcn.Is 
to  produce  elffcts,  which  no  consideraUon 
of  present  advantage  could,  ptrhnps,  justify 
t'T-  incurring:  but  Avliicli,  iikevvise;,  in 
my  opinion,  render  the  measure  perfectly  ill- 
calculated  to  meet  even  the  present  danger. 
I  tnav  accept  the  ballot  for  the  sake  of  the 
iraraediate  force  which  it  will  produce,  how- 
rver  ni-<aiivantageous  I  may  think  it  in  va- 
rious other  respects  :  but  1  must  at  least  en- 
deavour to  cUsarni  il  of  its  chief  mischief, 
by  recomrnendirg  hit  the  terms  of  exemp- 
tion from  service  should  be  a  f  xed  fine,  as  I 
would,  for  the  same  reason,  ex  end  th;n  prin- 
ciple to  every  other  part  of  the  Militia. 

But  here  '  must  make  my  formal  com- 
plaint vf  the.  government,  which  by  its  ne- 
glect, its  (je^dvs.  its  lolal  want  of  idl  hire^icrht 
and  precauiion,  has  bjcu^ght  u^  to  a  state  m 
whuh  no  pressure  that  is  presented  lo  us, 
can  be  fairly  judged  of.  We  are  in  straits 
in  which  we  have  no  room  to  turn  our^fh'~s. 
The  danger  presses  upon  us  so  immedi<itei) . 
that  we  have  not  tiu'C  to  consider  whcit  is 
best :  we  must  take  up  v  ith  what  is  fjr-,t 
presented  to  us.  Why  has  thi-  nva-ure 
been  delayed  to  the  present  time  ?  ^^■  Iiy  ha-^ 
it  only  now  been  discovered  th.at  a  f  .>rce  of 
the  sort  now  proposed  would  finally  become 
necessary,  and  why,  if  such  necessity  was 
foreseen,  has  the  time  and  manner  of  rais- 
ing it  only  now  been  submitted  to  this 
House  ?  Above  all,  why  was  th'^  country  re- 
duced to  its  present  defenceless  state,  im- 
n^iediateiy  upon  the  signature  of  i he  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  in  spite  of  what  must  have  been 
obvious,  one  should  have  thouglit,  to  every 
common  observer,  ot  ".vhat  the  ministers 
now  tell  us,  they  them^-elves  saw;  namely, 
that  the  peace  v/hich  'hey  had  made  was  n.) 
peace:  but  was  open,  at  every  moment,  to 
such  a  rupture  as  that  which  has  now  hap- 
pened. In  this  state  did  they  think  it  right 
to  dismantle  our  fleets,  to  reduce  consider- 
ably our  armiy,  to  discharge  troops,  Vvhich,  in 
six  we-:k3  after^  they  willed  to  have  back,  or 
which  if  they  did  not.  w''.'  to  have  b.uk,  as 
the  H.  G's  gestures  woulu  seem  lo  indicate, 
it  is  only  a  new  proof  how  little  they  un- 
derstood the  real  nature  of  their  situation. 
All  this  was  done  tor  the  miserable  purpose 
of  deluding  he  people  with  a  false  idea  of 
the  bies-.ings,  as  ihey  were  called,  of  peace, 
and  of  the  money  thev  were  to  sjve  by  thus 
parting  with  all  the  means  of  safety. 

Leaving    these    reilexions     fcir     ihe    pre- 
sen  ,    though  I  trust,  never  forgetting  them. 


Wc  are  in  a  new  and  unprecedented  state 
of  things,  in  which  new  dangers  exist,  and 
new  modes  of  resistance  nuT-t  be  resorted  to 
if  we  vi  ould  tiopR  not  'O  be  overcome  by 
them  If  we  pioceed  in  the  old  beaten 
course,  if  ue  think  that  what  saved  us  here- 
tofore must  be  i-'ifFicient  to  save  us  no'^/, 
our  destruction  is  inevitable. 

The  great  desideratum  which  we  have  ^o 
make  good,  the  great  pr<iblem  which  we 
have  to  propose  to  ourselves,  is  to  find  liie 
means  by  which  ih  it  natuial  force,  v.hich,  in 
this  as  in  all  similar  instances,  is  on  the  s.de 
of  those  attacked,  may  be  so  applied  as  to 
overcome  the  superior  advantages  of  another 
kind  which  may  be  found  on  the  side  of  the 
enemy. — If  the  enemy  could  bring  wlih  hh-i\ 
an  army  not  more  considerable  than  that 
which  we  siiomd  have  to  oppose  Jiim.  great 
as  the  object  is  at  stake,  ninch  as  I  siiould 
advi-e  ihai  even  in  thai  case  n)  precautions 
should  be  o  nr.t  \1,  vet  ■'-uch  i-.  my  confidence 
in  the  exceiieni^e  of  British  troops,  such  are 
the  proofs  which  liiey  have  given  of  their 
C'lDieit/  to  contend  with  and  to  overcome 
u  pon  a  n  y .  h  i  n  g  1  i  k  e;  eq  u  a  1  te  r  m  s  t  h  e  t  roops  with 
Vv'hom  ibey  would  have  to  deal,  that  even 
v.'iihout  those  snb-idiary  aids,  which  yet  it 
would  net  be  right  to  neglect,  I  should  feel 
perfectly  at  ease  about  the  event. 

Bat  v/e  are  to  f:alculaie  upon  the  srppo- 
sition,  a  supposition  far  from  inconsistent 
with  the  p>-obability  of  the  fact,  that  the 
enemy  may  be  able  to  land  an  arn)y  in  this 
cnunliy  greater  either  than  ihe  whole  of  our 
regular  force,  or  at  least  than  that  [.art  of  it 
which  could  immediately  be  collected  to 
oppose  them.  The  question  then  is,  how 
shall  this  deficiency  be  supplied  .'  —  And  here 
we  iiave,  as  the  foundation  of  our  hopes, 
this  leading  fact,  that  in  the  case  of  every  in" 
vaded  country,  but  certainly  of  every  invad^^d 
island,  the  physicil  force  is  always  on  the 
side  of  the  invaded.-— No  country  probab'y, 
was  ever  invaded  by  a  force  superior  in 
number,  to  the  portion  cf  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country  capable  of  b'-aring  arn>s.  k 
certainly  will  not  happen  to  us  to  be  so. 
Were  the  enemy  lo  find  the  means  of  put- 
ting on  shore  in  different  parts,  a  body  of  a 
hundred  thousand  men.  a  supposition  not 
likely,  but  by  no  means  to  be  rejected  as 
impossible,  the  popi -raion  of  this  very  town 
wKuld  yield  a  force  that  ought  to  nx-ke  no 
diliioulty  of  contending  with  them. — There 
is  no  question  therefore  of  the  sufficiency  of 
physical  force  :   but,  though  we  are  ahun- 


let  us  reiurn  to  the  consideration  of  ihe  mea-  |   dandy  s.Ttisfied  of  this  truth,  to  a  degree  in 


sure  immediat(?ly  before  us  :  and  this,  per- 
haps, we  cannot  propei  ly  judge  of  without 
taking  into  our  view  the  larger  [.irincinles  on 
which  measures  of  this  sort  jnusi  d;pend. 


j  deed  thai  leads  us  ofien  into  a  childish  and 
boastful  cc^nfidence,  let  us  not  overlook  auo« 
iher  truth,    not  less  important  and  certain, 
that  in  the  conduct  of  human  affairs  it 
II  h  2 
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rarely  the  physical  force  which  determines 
the  event.  If  it  did  ?o,  no  country,  as  ap- 
pears by  what  is  just  said,  would  ever  fall  a 
prey  to  invasion.  H<inover  would  at  this 
time  be  an  independent  country.  It  was 
not  for  want  of  inhabitants  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms  that  that  country  yielded  up 
without  a  blov/,  its  laws,  its  govern- 
ment, its  liberties,  its  property,  to  the 
handful  of  men,  comparatively  speaking, 
"who  marched  against  it  under  General 
Mortier.  It  is  thus,  in  other  instances.  A 
battle  is  fought,  a  fortress  is  taken,  and  the 
country  submits.  If  we  have  a  mind  to 
pursue  this  truth,  in  cases  of  a  different 
sort, — by  what  means  do  all  the  governments 
of  the  earth  subsist  ?  By  possessing  the 
physical  force?  Quite  the  contraryj  the 
physical  force  is  always  on  the  side  of  the 
governed.  The  gcverntnent  of  every  coun- 
try, wiih  ail  their  establishments  of  senates 
and  magistrates,  and  ministers  and  officers, 
and  even  with  the  armies  which  it  may 
have  at  its  disposal,  is  nothing,  in  point  cf 
numbers,  conipared  with  the  inhabitants  r.i 
large  :  yet  thus  weak  in  physical  foic,  these 
governments  are  able,  fortunately  for  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  world,  to  hold 
in  subjection  those  inhabitawts,  and  tliat 
not  only  in  countries  where  the  general 
sentiment  may  be  supposed  to  go  with  the 
government,  and  the  submission  of  conse- 
quence to  be  voluntary,  as  in  these  happy 
realms,  but  in  countries  such  as  that  of 
France  at  tliis  moment,  v/here  of  5U  or  OO 
millions  or  more,  whom  Buonaparte  may 
have  at  his  disposal,  there  are  not  probably 
so  many  thousands  who  really  wish  him 
well  or  submit  to  his  government  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  fear.  This 
truth,  therefore,  the  jacobinism  of  modern 
times  chose  as  the  foundation  of  all  its 
operations,  the  scope  and  object  of  which 
was  to  apply  the  physical  force  of  every 
country  to  the  subversion  of  its  gcvern- 
ment. 

We  are  in  circumstances,  when  we  must 
prosecute  a  siaiilar  inquiry  for  a  very  oppo- 
site purpose  J  and  must  endeavour  to  iind 
out  hov/  the  physical  means  of  a  great 
coun'.ry  may  be  employed,  not  for  the  over- 
throw of  its  government,  but  to  save 
itself  from  the  incursion  of  foreign  armies. 
And  we  may  venture  to  say,  iliat  if  these 
means  can  be  gradually  discovered  and 
brought  into  use,  ilie  discovery  v/ill  form 
an  epoch  in  human  affairs  hardly  less  im- 
portant, and  certainly  much  more  satisfactory, 
than  thnt  which  was  produced  by  the  dis- 
covery above  alluded  to,  of  the  art  of  over- 
throwing governments. 

We  arc  uov/  in  the  state  of  bcir,g  com- 
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pelled  to  try  what  can  be  done  towards  ef- 
fecting this  great  desideratum  ;  in  which  if 
we  cannot  succeed  better  than  has  been  done 
in  most  of  the  countries  in  Europe,  in  Hano- 
ver, in  Holland,  in  Flanders,  in  Italy,  in 
Switzerland,  the  fate  of  this  country  will 
hang  on  nothing  but  chance.  We  must 
form  our  judgment  of  the  present  measure 
by  its  tendency  to  carry  those  endeavours 
into  effect. — The  general  course  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, in  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, seeins  to  have  been  this — A  regular 
force,  a  force  consisting  of  troops  of  the  line 
is  confessedly  the  best ;  but  circumstances, 
and  above  all  the  urgency  of  the  case,  will 
not  allow  of  this  being  obtained  in  time. 
Not  being  able  therefore  to  obtain  the  best, 
you  must  do  what  the  law  directs  in  the  case 
of  evidence,  you  must  get  the  next  best. 
This  next  best  is  a  Militia,  or  a  force  raised 
upon  the  prinoipies  now  proposed.  There 
will  therefore  be  three  species  of  force  in 
the  country,  1st.  the  Regulars,  2dly,  the  Mi- 
Utia,  and  3diy,  the  Volunteers,  and  other 
corps  of  that  dfj-cription  ;  and  these  being 
to  be  taken,  in  point  of  preference,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  here  enumerated, 
the  Regulars  being  to  be  considered  as  bet- 
ter than  the  Militia,,  and  the  Militia  than  the 
Yo!antcers,-^the  masculine  more  worthy 
than  the  feminine,  and  the  feminine  than  the 
neuter,— -You  must  do  in  this,  as  all  persons 
roust  do  in  similar  circumstances,  you  must 
take  tlie  second  when  you  caimot  get  the 
first,  and  the  third  when  you  cannot  get 
cither  of  the  other  two. 

All  this,  so  stated,  is  perfectly  true.  T  am 
willing  to  admit,  not  only  that  the  Regulars 
a  re  better  than  the  Militia,  which  no  intelligent 
Mi'.itlaofficer  wlil  feel  at  all  disposed  to  deny  j 
but  that  Militia,  on  equal  numbers,  are  bet- 
ter than  any  other  species  of  force  of  an  es- 
tablishment still  less  regular. — -But  in  the 
application  of  this  to  the  support  of  the  pre- 
sent measure  there  is  a  complete  fallacy : 
for  it  is  not  what  the  option  would  be 
between  these  descriptions  of  force  suppo- 
sing them  all  before  us,  or,  putting  one  out 
of  the  question,  v.hat  would  be  the  choice 
between  the  remaining  two  j  but  whether 
you  will  begin  by  raising  that  which  you  da 
not  consider  as  best,  and  thereby  produce  a 
state  of  things  in  which  to  obtain  the  best 
shall  be  no  longer  practicable.  From  the 
language  held  about  the  comparative  value 
of  these  objects  you  would  suppose  a  course 
to  be  held  the  very  reverse  of  that  actually 
pursued  ;  you  would  suppose  the  higher 
bounty  given  for  the  best  force :  and  that  it 
v,as  only  when  hopes  on  that  side  were  near- 
ly exhausted,  that  you  laid  out  your  endea- 
vours on  a  force  confessedly  less  eligible. 
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But  just  the  contrary.  You  give  your  fif- 
teen guineas  for  service  in  the  Militia  ;  and 
ten  or  five  for  service  in  the  army  :  and  then 
you  exclaim,  that  you  are  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  Militia,  because  you  can  get  no 
army. — This  statement,  therefore,  when  c-ip- 
plicd  thus  generally,  can  by  no  means  be  ad- 
mitted. All  that  can  be  said  is,  that  in  the 
mode  proposed,  and  by  a  continuance  of  the 
Militia  system,  you  will,  for  a  time,  rais  jyour 
men  faster,  and  will,  in  the  same  time,  pro- 
duce a  greater  force.  The  question  will 
then  be,  how  far  the  superior  quantity  will 
compensate  the  ditference  of  quality  ;  and 
how  far  present  advantages  must  be  made 
to  outweigh,  in  the  actual  circumstances,  all 
consideraiion  of  objects^  even  of  the  liiglust 
consequence,  in  future. 

In  this  view  it  ii.^y  be  necessary  to  say  a 
word  or  two,  on  the  difference  that  must,  for 
ever,  subsist  between  troops  of  the  line,  and 
every  other  species  of  troops  serving  upon 
the  footing  of  a  Militia.  It  is  as  little  plea- 
sant to  rne  as  to  any  other  gentleman  to  be 
making  comparisons,  that  can  rarely  be  sa- 
tisfactory to  both  parties,  and  to  be  marking 
perpetually  to  officers  of  the  Militia,  that, 
at^er  all  their  zeal,  all  their  intelligence,  all 
their  honourable  sacrifices,  all  their  meri- 
torious exertions,  and  uith  all  the  well- 
founded  vanity  which  they  may  feel  at  the 
success  of  their  endeavours ;  a  success  far 
exceeding  all  that  the  founders  of  the  Mili- 
tia could  ever  have  ventured  to  promise 
themselves;  the  service  in  which  they  have 
thus  laboured,  cannot,  by  the  very  nature  of 
it,  ever  attain  to  ail  the  qualities  which  be- 
long to  regular  troops.  It  is  no  reproach  to 
them  that  this  should  be  so  ;  because  it  is  no 
reproach  to  anyone  that  he  cannot  alter  the 
nature  of  things  ;  at  the  same  time  I  do  not 
say  that  the  reflection  may  not  be  in  some  small 
degree  painful :  it  maybe  pnnful  to  those 
who  have  done  so  much,  to  think  that  it 
should  not  be  possible  for  them  to  do  every 
thing  ;  that  they  must  find  in  the  nature  of 
the  subject  those  limits  v/hich  they  do  not 
find  in  their  own  zeal  or  talents. — The  dif- 
ference between  the  two  services,  is  found- 
ed on  the  eternal  difference  that  must  sub- 
sist between  troops,  who  always  remain  at 
home,  and  those  who  are  placed  from 
time  to  time  in  distant  stations  ;  be- 
tween troops  who  have  seen  servite,  and 
those  who,  generally  speaking,  have  nor; 
between  troops  commanded  by  officers,  who 
have  never  acted  with  them  in  difficulties 
and  dangers,  who  have  never  shown,  be- 
cause they  have  bad  no  opportunity  of  show- 
ing, their  title  to  command  by  the  valour 
which  they  have  displayed,  who  can  pre- 
teod  to  no  experience,  who  can  bring  no 
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authority  from  former  rpputation  ; — and 
troops,  whose  officers  possess  in  themselves 
all  these  sources  of  ascendency,  and  all  these 
claims  to  respect.  There  is,  moreover,  a 
sort  of  soldier  character,  arising  from  a  thou- 
sand causes,  and  acquired  insensibly  in  the 
course  of  regular  service,  xvliich  will  easily 
be  distinguished  by  discerning  eyes,  and  will 
furnish  in  general  a  marked  discrimination 
between  the  j^Jilitia  soldier,  and  the  soldier 
of  the  line.  These  circumstances  must  of 
course  enter  into  account  v/hen  wq  are  re- 
gulating our  choice  between  the  two  ser- 
vices, and  founding  our  measures  on  the 
mixed  consideration  of  numbers  in  each, 
compared  with  their  respective  qualities.— 
However  confident  1  rnay  fee!  that  our  Mi- 
litia force  will  prove  a  most  valuable  part, 
should  the  enemy  cofiie,  of  the  natioml  de- 
fence, however  certain  I  am  that  m  the 
day  of  action  Militia  regiments  will  be  found 
who  will  have  distinguished  themselves  not 
less  than  the  choicest  troops  we  have,  I  can 
never  say  generally  that  a  force  of  that  de- 
scription is  to  be  put  upon  a  level  with  that 
of  the  regular  army. 

I  have  been  surprised,  therefore,  to  hear 
it  urged,  that  while  a  certain  number  of  men 
must  be  kept  at  home  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  it  was  a  matter  of  indifi'crence  wh.  - 
ther  our  army  to  that  amount  was  compo- 
sed of  Mditia  or  Regulars.  I  tliought  I  had 
heard  upon  other  occasions  high  hopes  ex- 
pressed of  the  security  which  ihe  country 
must  derive  from  the  return  of  those  veteran 
legions,  who  had  so  crowned  themselves 
with  glory,  and  established  the  military  fame 
of  the  country,  in  Egypt  and  other  places. 
But  according  to  this  idea,  they  could  do  no 
more  for  us  than  any  other  equal  number  of 
troops,  who  had  never  seen  an  enemv.  But 
is  even  this  the  only  diiference  between  Re- 
gulars and  Militia,  between  a  disposeable 
and  undisposeable  force  ?  Though  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  war  may,  at  one  time,  re« 
quire  a  force  of  a  certain  amount  to  be  kent 
within  the  kingdom,  the  next  moment  may 
set  a  great  part  of  it  at  liberty ;  and  is  it  at 
no  consequence  that  its  constitution  should 
be  such  as  to  make  it  incapable  of  availing 
itself  of  that  liberty  ?  Nay,  if  even  that 
should  be  so,  and  that  in  point  of  fact  the 
power  of  sending  it  abroad  was  one  of 
which  no  use  could  be  made,  is  it  indifferent 
whether  the  enemy  is  apprized  or  not  of 
that  truth,  and  whether  he  is  en;ibltd 
to  calculate  his  plans  upon  the  previous 
knowledge,  tliat  the  force  exifjting  in  the 
country  can,  in  no  case,  be  sent  against  him? 
If  the  evils  with  which  we  have  to  struggle, 
if  the  dangers  which  threaten  us  are  ever  to 
end;  it  iiiust  be  bv  son^a  change,  from  with- 
K  h  3 
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in  or  from  without,  which  ^^iiall   be  made  in 
thai   power   which  has  fiuorii    our   deslrui- 
tion,  and  vvhich,  liU  she  is  ci>'rrroyc;d  iierself", 
will  never  cease  in  her  endeaviars  to  accom- 
plish It.     And  what  must   be  the  counsels, 
and  what  the  situ  uion  of  this  country,  if  wp. 
are  voluntarii)-  'o  place  ourselves  m  a  situa- 
tion, in  which  •;    shall  be   impossible  for  us 
to    cooperate   to  the    producing   any   such 
chani^e,  or  the  availing  ourselves  of  it,  it  it 
should  happen  by  other  means  ?   If  such   is 
our  situalion,  or  such  are  our  idea*,  cl;rie  is 
no  dithculty  in  prediciing  tiiat  we  aiusi  ul- 
tin)ytei\  perish 

In  evrry  wcw,  therefore,  either  of  what 
is  to  be  1  jokcd  to  herr  after,  or  is  necessary 
in  t'lt  present  moment,  I  must  condemn  a 
ivi' asure,  of  which  Loth  the  immediuie  ef- 
fect, and  final  tendency,  is  to  deprive  ll;e 
country  of  a  regtdar  army,  I'l^'t  is  to  say,  oi 
the  best  means  tor  h-j^e  defence,  and  of  the 
only  means  of  effectual  and  finally  successful 
war. — And  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  ad- 
vert to  another  measure  of  less  extent,  tut 
of  the  sarue  general  character,  and  which  as 
f?r  as  it  gees,  is  a  revival  of  that  system  t;n- 
happily  adopted  in  the  beginning  cf  the  last 
war.  and  of  the  effects  of  which  the  army 
has  not  yet  recovered;  namely,  that,  of  rais- 
ing men  for  rank.  Notwithstanding  all  the 
naodifications  and  temperamients  introduced 
into  it  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  the 
effects  of  it,  as  far  as  the  measure  extends, 
w'lW  be  much  the  same  as  in  the  former  in- 
stance. No  prohibitions  will  ever  restrain 
officers  placed  in  those  circumstances,  from 
giving  more  than  the  regulated  bounty.  In 
fact.  It  is  notorious  that  they  do  give  more, 
the  effect  of  the  measure  therefore,  in  this 
respect,  is  only  to  add  to  the  competition 
against  the  army  already  subsisting,  and  to 
raise  the  rate  of  bounty  against  the  other 
recruiting  parties ;  against  the  ordinary  re- 
cruiting, yoa  may  say,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment. So  that  it  can  hardly  be  considered 
as  adding  a  man  to  the  army. — On  the  other 
hand,  if  money  is  not  to  be  employed  in 
raising  these  men,  money  I  mean  beyond 
.  the  rate  of  bounty  allowed  by  the  regula- 
tion, th'  u  what  are  you  to  rely  upon  } — 
Upon  a  hope  ten  times  more  fatal  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  it,  in  my  opinion,  than  any 
elfect  likely  to  result  from  the  increase  of 
the  rate  of  bounty  j  namely,  that  a  certain 
number  of  British  officers  forgetting  that 
delicacy  of  sentiment,  and  nice  sense  of  ho- 
nour, which  so  peculiarly  marks  the  cha- 
racter of  officers  in  our  service,  and  makes 
them  what  they  are,  will  become,  what  is 
Called;  able  recruiters,  that  is  to  say,  men 
\ersedaiid  expert  in  the  noble  art  of  crimp- 
ing, one   Oi  the  muit   degrading   en)pluy- 
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nient'',  auil  most  inconsistent  with  all  up- 
right and  liberal  feelings,  that  can  well  be 
coneeivt  d 

Such  is  the  state  of  the  measures  offered 
to  U'-  It  la-'  by  his  Majesty's  government,  in 
ihi-  a;ost  awtui  crisis  of  our  affairs,  with  a 
view  of  averting  the  dreadful  dangers  with 
which  we  have  lo  struggle.  I  have  stated 
already  the  changes  which  I  should  wish  to 
see  introduced  into  these  measures,  and  the 
coarse  which  J  would  pursue  with  respect 
lo  those  parts  of  general  d'tfence  of  which 
we  have  here  been  treating.  ]f  a  body  of 
men  must  be  rais-d  by  ballot,  of  which  I  do 
'■.•>t  care  to  give  a  deci'^ive  opinion,  let  the 
numbers  be  couhned  to  the  mere  mew  bal- 
lot'ed,  an  i  let  the  suras  paid  as  penalties  for 
exemL'tion  be  laid  out  not  for  cotnpleting 
these  cor;)s,  but  for  augmenting  the  recruit- 
ing fund  for  the  service  of  the  army. — Let 
the  same  be  done  for  the  IVlilitia  universally. 
If  government  have  a  mind  to  procure  sub- 
.stitutes,  in  any  instance,  for  the  old  Militia, 
let  it  take  the  providing  these  substitutes 
into  its  own  hands,  so  as  to  see  that  no  in- 
crease be  thence  made  to  what  it  should  fix 
for  tiie  rate  of  bounty. — Let  the  condition 
of  service  in  the  army  be  changed  so  as  to 
make  the  engagement  for  term  ot  years  in- 
stead of  for  lilr,  wish  such  increasing  ad- 
vantages held  out,  at  the  close  of  succeeding 
periods,  (as  well  by  certain  privileges  to  be 
then  enjoyed,  as  by  bounties,  and  increase  of 
pension,)  as  mioht  be  most  likely  to  ensure 
a  continuance  of  ihe  service  of  the  men  once 
engaged. — To  these  changes  should  be  ad- 
ded a  total  abolition  of  drafting,  not  silently 
introduced,  and  adopted  merely  in  practice, 
but  so  declared  1  etore-hand,  as  that  its  be- 
nttits  mighi  be  felt  in  the  recruiting.  In 
general,  in  this  as  in  many  other  regula- 
tions that  might  be  proposed,  the  maintain- 
ing, or  rather  the  creating,  an  army  would 
be  my  object,  conceiving  that  even  for  pur- 
po'^es  of  mere  defence,  a  small  portion  of 
truly  regular  troops,  in  conjunction  with  the 
undisciplined  efforts  of  the  country,  may  be 
set  in  balance  against  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  troops  imperfectly  formed. 

Thus  far  I  have  been  considering  only, 
what  may  be  called  the  embodied  force  of 
the  country.  But  will  this  force,  increase 
it,  constitute  it,  how  you  will,  be  snfncicnt  ? 
And  must  not  a  new  and  larger  fund  be 
resorted  to,  namely,  that  which  will  em- 
brace all  the  strength,  energy,  zeal,  talents, 
]  faculties  mental  aiid  corporeal,  of  the  coun- 
j  try  ?  If  we  think  that  we  can  be  protected 
by  any  of  the  ordinary  means  of  war,  by 
trusting  our  defence  to  men,  dressed  as  sol- 
diers, and  hired  or  compelled  to  defend  us, 
bating   the  chances^  by   sea  or  otherwisej 
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that  may  int«svposc  to  defeat  the  enemy's 
projects  in  i he  fiist  instance,  we  are  little  less 
than  undone.  This  embodied  I'orce,  be  it  good 
or  bad,  can  go  but  a  very  little  way.  You 
cannot  have  it,  if  you  wait  to  the  last  mo- 
ment ;  to  call  it  lorih  beforehand,  to  the 
necessary  amount,  would  be  an  evil  which 
the  state  of  society  in  this  country  could 
never  endure.  This  evil  will  be  lelt  to  a 
fearful  extent  in  the  present  measure  ;  with- 
out, at  the  same  time,  any  adequate  advan- 
tage being  derived  from  it.  The  whole, 
indeed,  ot  this  measure  is  of  that  sort  of 
"Which  the  examples  are  so  numerous,  and 
which  are  calculated  more  for  show  than 
use.  V/e  hear  often  of  parliamentary 
grounds,  and  in  cases  where  parliamen- 
tary grounds  ^^'oald  seera  to  be  some- 
thing distinct  from  grounds  of  reason  and 
common  sense.  In  the  same  manner  v.,'e 
meet  cccasionaily  with  what  may  be  called 
parliamentary  measures :  that  is  to  say, 
measures  which  in  skilful  hands  will  make 
an  imposing  figure  in  a  statement,  particu- 
larly when  addressed  to  persons  wholly  un- 
conversant  with  the  subject ;  but  :^ill  never 
pass  upon  experienced  and  intelligent  men, 
and  will  be  found  utterly  to  fail  in  prac- 
tice :  a  sort  of  show-goods,  such  as  will 
appear  to  sufficient  advantage  in  a  shop 
vvlndow,  but  will  never  bear  the  eye  of  a 
dealerjand  will  be  found  wholly  unfit  for  wear. 
At  all  events,  you  must  have  recourse  to 
other,  and  more  extensive  means.  You 
must  prepare  the  country  :  you  must  put 
the  country  in  a  situation  in  which  its 
patriotic  zeal,  its  native  courage,  its  various 
and  abundant  energies  may  have  a  way  to 
operate  and  produce  their  natural  efiects. 

The  general  plan,  which  presents  itself  to 
me  for  that  purpose,  and  on  which  a  thou- 
sand others  might  be  engrafted,  according 
as  circumstances  varied,  or  future  views  de- 
veloped themselves,  would  be  instantly  to 
distribute  the  country,  or  such  pans  of  it 
as  you  wished  immediately  to  prepare  (for 
.toue  merit,  at  least,  of  this  plan  is,  that  you 
ti\?.y  take  as  much  or  as  little  of  it  as  you 
|jlease)  into  small  divisions  of  two  or  three 
contiguous  parishes  each,  according  to  the 
population,  stationing  an  ofp.cer  in  each, 
with  a  small  deposit  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  whose  oftice  it  should  be,  in  concert 
with  all  the  zeal,  intelligence,  and  infiaence 
which  he  might  find  in  the  neighbourhood, 
to  train  those  who  should  voluntarily  offer 
themselves,  to  such  parts  of  military  train- 
ing as  they  would  be  alone  capable  of, 
and  as  are,  after  all,  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant. It  would  never  enter  into  my  idea,  to 
introduce  into  bands  of  this  sort  any  of  the 
foppery  of  dress,  or  any  distinctive  dress  at 
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I  nil  ;  a  ribband,  or  fvrn  a  liandkerchief 
round  the  arm,  to  distinguish  tliose,  who 
were  receiving  this  instruction,  from  the 
crowd  tliat  might  occasionally  accompany 
them,  is  all  that  would  be  necessary.  Those 
essential  parts  of  military  training,  as  they 
seem  to  Ine  thought,  a  fife  and  a  drum,  the 
marching  in  rank  and  in  file,  the  wheeling 
backwards,  the  eyes  right  and  eyes  left, 
whatever  may  be  llieir  value  on  other  occa- 
sions,—  a  point  that  I  do  not  presume  to 
rneddle  with— n:iust  here,  however  reluc- 
tantly, be  given  up.  Firing  at  a  mark  5 
learning,  indeed,  to  fire  at  all,  which, 
(thanks  to  the  game  laws)  few  of  our  pea- 
santry are  acquainted  with  ;  some  instruc- 
tion in  the  manner  of  cleaning  arms;  mucli 
instruction  in  the  methods  of  lining  hedges, 
firing  from  behind  trees,  retiring  upon  call, 
and  resuming  a  new  sta  i  ju  ;  these  are  all 
the  heads  of  discipline  to  which  I  should 
propose  them  to  be  exercised. 

It  is  not,  indeed,  very  well  ascertained 
what  proportion  these  may  bear  (a  very  de- 
ficient one,  no  doubt,)  to  the  whole  of  what 
is  required  of  soldiers ;  nor  hovv'  far  much 
of  that  which  use  and  prejudice  has  taught 
us  to  consider  as  essential,  might  be  dis- 
pensed with,  though  possibly  not  vvithout 
some  disadvantage,  even  in  regular  armies,  it 
is  not  very  clear,  that  troops  in  the  Duke  of 
Marlborougii's  time,  were  required  in  march- 
ing" to  move  all  of  them  the  same  leg  at  once. 
Much  of  the  modern  practice  was  intro- 
duced under  the  authority  of  the  great  King 
of  Prussia,  who  adapted  his  system  to  his 
own  mode  of  v/arfare, — the  warfare  of  large 
armies  in  open  countries,  —  and  might  him- 
self possibly  be  aware,  that  many  of  its 
rules,  though  upon  the  whole  di-sirablc, 
were  not  of  that  importance  wl:ich  his  less- 
informed  iniitators  have  since  ascribed  to 
them.  The  French,  whose  authority  at  this 
time  it  is  not  for  Europe  to  dispute,  have 
changed  back  much  of  whst  was  then  intro- 
duced, and  have  got  nearer  in  some  respects  to 
what  was  tiie  old  practice,  but  more  nearly 
perhaps  to  what  was  the  practice  in  the  late 
American  war  :  and  though  with  them  the 
eternal  difference  between  trained  and  un- 
trained ;  between  regu'ar  and  irregular; 
(what  are  called  irregi  iar  being  with  them 
Dc-rfectly  regular  troops  in  their  own  kind) 
between  veteran  and  disciplined  soldiers  and 
hasty  levies,  is  perfectly  understood  ;  yet  the 
mode  of  warfare  introduced  by  ihem  coun- 
tenances much  more  than  heretofore,  the 
utility  of  such  armed  and  partially  inslruct- 
ed  bodies,  as  that  which  I  have  presumed 
to  recomm(  [id. 

The  measure  is,  at  least,  good  as  far  as  it 
goes.     It  draws  no  man  from  his  Lcuic  3  it 
Hh  4 
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puts  no  man  in  a  state  of  painful  con- 
straint ;  it  stops  no  man  in  his  business,  so 
HS  to  leave  his  f.nnily  to  distress  or  become 
a  charge  upon  the  public.  It  has  the  fur- 
ther nierit  of  not  interfering  v/ith  any  thing 
else,  so  as  to  prevent  any  man  from  enter- 
ing the  army,  or  navy,  or  militia,  or  serving 
the  state  in  any  other  way. 

Expense   I  would  have  none.     The  pay 
of    the    officer,    the  price  of    the    powder 
consumed,     the    hire    of    the    store-house 
for    depositing   the    arms   in    cases   where 
the   parish  church  could  not  be  made    to 
serve    the   purpose,    with   such    an   allov^r- 
ance  to  the  men,  as  was  a  mere  equivalent 
for    their   lost   time,   these   would   be    the 
whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  tlie  expenses 
incident  to  the  plan,  which  certainly  could 
not  be  thought  objectionable  on  that  score. 
So  much  as  to  its  negative  merits.     As 
to  its  advantages,  it  provides  for  a  distribu- 
tion of  arms  whenever  the  time  shall  come  ; 
and  it  prepares  the  people  in  a  certain  de- 
gree for  the  use  of  them.     It  fills  the  coun- 
try with  powder  and  ball :  and  it  instructs 
those  in  whose  custody  they  are  placed,  to 
what  hands,  when  the  emergency  shall  call 
for  it,  they  may  be  entrusted  to  the  greatest 
advantage  and  with  most  safety.     The  of- 
ficer, aided  by  the  leading  gentlemen,  by 
the  clergyman,  by  the  principal  yeomen  and 
others,    and  having  continued   intercourse 
with  the  lower  orders,  will  soon  be  able  to 
form    a    tolerable   judgment   of    those   on 
whom  he  may  rely,  upon  such  an  occasion, 
and  those,  who  from  feebleness  or  otherwise 
are  less  worthy  of  such  confidence.      But 
the  greatest,  possibly,  of  all  the  advantages 
which   I  should  be  inclined  to  hope  from 
this  plan   is,   that   most    important   of    all 
preparations,  the  preparation  of  the   mind. 
It  seems  to  be  almost  the  only  way,  (I  must, 
think  the  most  effectual)  in  which  they  will 
be  thoroughly  impressed  with  a  conviction 
of  the  danger.     The  present  measure  will, 
I  confess,  prove  a  powerful  instructor  as  far 
as  inconvenience  goes  :  but,  that  is,  at  least, 
not  the  pleasantest  way  of  conveying  in- 
struction.    But   the   present   measure   will 
never  instruct  the  people  in   this,   that  it 
must  be  on  their  own  exertions,  that  they 
must  depend  for  salvation.     One  main   ob- 
jection to  the  measure  is,   that  its  tendency 
is  the  direct  reverse.     In   the  other   way, 
both  a  sense  of  the  danger,  and   a  know- 
ledge  of  the   means  necessary  to    be   em- 
ployed   against    it,    will    be    carried    into 
every  farm-house    and   every   cottage.      It 
will  be  the  conversation  of  the  village  green, 
of  the  church  porch,   and  what  is  not  the 
.   least,  perhaps,  of  the  ale-house.     Men  will 
be  turning   their  thoughts   to   what  they 
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occasion,   will   be    call- 


can  do  upon  the 
ing  up  the  memory  of  former  exploits,  will 
be  counting  upon  their  newly  acquired 
means  and  knowledge,  and  above  all  wi!l  be 
familiarizing  their  minds  to  the  object.  It  is 
not  to  be  told  how  much  of  military  knov/- 
ledge  (which  is  nothing  more  than  the  ap- 
plication of  common  sense  to  situations,  new 
indeed,  but  soon  capable  of  being  compre- 
hended,) will  spring  up  under  this  cultiva- 
tion, in  situations,  where  apparently  it  was 
to  be  least  expected.  An  officer  stationed 
in  this  way,  if  only  by  promoting  military 
conversation,  will  become  a  source  of  in- 
struction by  no  means  to  be  despised.  Every 
day  of  exercise  or  walk  into  the  fields  will 
be  a  sort  of  clinical  lecture.  If  the  officer 
be  an  intelligent  man,  and  has  seen  service, 
he  will  soon  find  himself  surrounded  by  peo- 
ple, who  will  have  acquired  under  his  in- 
structions reasonably  good  military  ideas,  and 
have  qualified  themselves,  should  the  occa- 
sion arise,  to  render  him  very  useful  assis- 
tance. 

This  sort  of  armed  force,  not  confined, 
like  the  volunteers  hitherto  raised,  to  small 
troops  in  towns,  and  who  (without  dispa- 
ragement be  it  spoken,)  consist  for  the  most 
part  of  persons,  who  from  bodily  force,  ha- 
bits, and  situation  of  life,  cannot  generally 
be  expected  to  support  the  fatigues  of  mili- 
tary service. — This  sort  of  armed  force,  co- 
cxttMsive  with  the  active  population  of  the 
country,  though  it  cannot  of  itself  stop  the 
march  of  an  army,  must  produce  an  immense 
elfect,  aided  by  troops  of  yeomanry,  whose 
utility  will  be  very  great,  in  co-operation  with 
such  resistance  as  we  expect  from  forces  of 
a  difi'erent  description.  When  we  talk  of 
the  difference  to  armies  acting  in  a  friendly 
or  a  hostile  country,  we  certainly  do  not  sup- 
pose that  difference  to  be  less,  because  the 
hostile  country  happens  to  be  prepared  and 
armed. 

But  every  preparation  of  this  sort  has  hi- 
therto, by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  been  com- 
pletely neglected.  We  are,  for  aught  we 
know,  within  two  months  of  invasion,  and 
the  measure  now  just  brought  forth,  is  the 
only  measure  except  the  calling  out  the  Mi- 
litia, which  they  appear  to  have  thought  of. 
But  they  do,  it  seems,  immense  things  in  se- 
cret. True  dignity  shows  itself  in  calm ! 
Why,  Sir,  what  these  measures  can  be,  of 
which  the  country  knows  nothing,  it  is  not 
very  easy  to  comprehend ;  and  therefore 
one  a  little  distrusts  the  nature  of  this  calm. 
There  are  different  sorts  of  calm.  There  is 
the  calm  of  confident  and  complacent  hope, 
and  the  calm  of  despair.  The  calm  of  men, 
who  having  passed  the  first  agitation  of  dan- 
ger, have  settled  their  minds  to  a  determiiied 
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resistance  to  it ;  and  the  calm  of  those,  v/ho 
are  only  tranquil,  because,  from  ignorance 
or  insensibility,  they  are  wholly  incredulous 
of  its  approach.  I  wish  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
men's cairn  may  not  be  that  of  a  wretched 
lodger,  who,  hearing  a  noise  below,  instead 
of  manfully  getting  up  to  resist  the  robbers, 
only  hides  hi^  head  in  the  bed  clothes,  and 
hopes  thi-y  may  go  otT  with  their  other  booty 
without  coming  into  his  apartment. 

Their  secrecy  too  is  altogether  as  whims'cal 
an  idea.    They  observe,  1  suppose,  that'Buo- 
naparte  is  veiy  secret ;  and  judging  him,  as 
they  well  may,  to  be  a  great  Captain,   they 
conceive,  by  imitating  his  secrecy,  that  they 
shall  appear  to  be  great  Captains  themselves. 
But  they  forget  the   diflerence  between  at- 
tack  and   defence.     A  man  who  means  to 
surprise  his  enemy  does  very  right  to  keep 
his  intentions  secret ;   but  it  is  not  altogether 
so  proper  on  the  part  of  him  who  means  only 
not   to  be   surprised.     An  officer  who  was 
about  to  surprise  a  post,  by  a  night  attack 
suppose,  would  do  very  well  not  to  tell  his 
soldiers,  whither  he  was  leading  them  ;  but 
it  would  be  odd,  if  the  oflicer  on   the  other 
side  was  to  say  to  the  next  in  command,  '  1 
have  intelligence  that  we  shall  be  attacked 
to  night  3  but   remember   this    is    only   for 
yourself.     Don't  say  a  word  to  the  guard  ; 
secrecy  is  the  very  soul   of  military  opera- 
tions.'—There    is    another    rather    material 
difference,   that  Buonaparte   has  nothing  to 
do  but  to  issue  his   orders  with  a  certainty 
that  they  will   be   punctually  obeyed,  whe- 
ther the  army  like   them   or   not,  whether 
they  are  called  upon  to  execute  them  at  a 
longer  or  shorter  notice,  or  whether  they 
have  any  conception   or  not  of  the  general 
purpose  which  ihey  are  meant  to  answer. — 
But  the  army,  here  to   be  applied   to,   is  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  who,  besides  that, 
they  may  debate  a   little  upon    the  orders 
•which  they  receive,  must  act  in  a  great  de- 
gree from  their  own  impulse  and  discretion, 
and  who  will  never  be  brought  to  act  at  all, 
if  they  themselves  are  not  previously  made 
sensible  of  the  danger. — I,  for  one,  will  not 
pay  them  so  bad  a  compliment  as  to  .suppose 
that  they  are  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  this 
secret.     I  disclaim  the  notion,   I  renounce 
*  as  impious  and  heretical'  that  *  damnable 
doctrine,'  that  to  blind  the  people  as  to  their 
true  situation,  to  conceal  from  them  the  rea- 
lity of  the  danger,  is  the  only  way  to  keep 
up  their  courage.  If  this  is  really  their  state, 
then   is  the  country  in  a  deplorvble  way  in- 
deed :  but  changed   as    the  people  of  this 
country  are,  by  a  thousand  causes,  and  un- 
d«r  the  influence  of  a  sort  of  language,  and 
policy  which  has  prevailed  for  -50  many  years, 
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1  will  never  believe,  that  they  must  be  lul- 
led into  a  false  security,  be  exposed  to  all 
the  dreadful  dangers  of  a  surprise,  (the  ef., 
fccts  of  which  no  man  can  calculate,)  be- 
cause, to  show  their  danger  would  be  to  dis- 
may them.  How  do  we  combine  this  with 
all  the  vaunting  and  high-flown  compli- 
ments, which  we  are  for  ever  paying  them  ? 
Are  they  only  brave,  when  they  believe  there 
is  no  danger?  I  reject  the  imputation.  Their 
safety  depends  upon  their  exe-rtiorsj  and 
their  exertions  must  be  stimulated,  as  I  am 
confident  they  will  be  stimulated,  by  a  sense 
of  their  danger. 

In  addition  to  those  exertions  which  tl;e 
people  themselves  must  make,  and  on  which 
must  rest  our  chief  hopes,  there  is  nmch  that 
ministers  themselves  ought  to  be  oiligently 
employed  about,  but  to  which  I  much  sus- 
pect no  attention  has  been  givtn.  Every 
officer  of  note  and  character  in  the  country- 
ought  to  be  called  upon  for  his  opinion  :  not 
an  opinion  given  in  conversation,  and  with 
an  obliging  acquiesence,  perhaps,  to  the 
presumed  notions  or  wishes  of  the  person  he 
is  talking  to,  but  such  as  must  stand  in  evi- 
dence against  him,  and  on  which  his  mili- 
tary judgment  and  credit  will  be  at  stuke. 
Innumerable  measures  of  precaution  are  like- 
wise necessary,  a -id  which  would  not  be  thp 
less  useful,  because  they  would  be  attended 
with  no  expense  or  distress  to  the  country,  I, 
do  not  obiect  to  the  present  measure  on  ac- 
count of  the  expense  or  inconvenience  which 
attend  it,  great  as  they  will  be.  WhiUfrver 
is  necessarv  must  be  done,  let  the  hcirii-hip 
be  what  it'will.  But  I  beg  that  we  may  not 
invert  the  proposition,  as  many  are  apt  to  do, 
and  suppose  that  whatever  is  burthensome 
and  oppressive,  must  therefore  bectficaciou^. 
I  suspect  the  present  measure  to  be  of  that 
character:  possibly  in  all  its  parts;  but  un- 
quesiionably  I  must  object  to  it,  in  that  part, 
which  goes  in  the  first  instance,  and  finally, 
as  I  believe,  to  make  it  impossible  for  us  to 
have  an  army. 
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NA.VAL. 

FROM  THE  LONDON  GAZETTE. 

JiiTie  13. — Lieut,  Archbold,  in  the  Eling 
off  Cape  Frehel,  captured  L'Espug/e  priva- 
teer, manned  with  12  men  and  armed  witli 
small  arms,   18  days  from  St.  Maloes. 

June  14,' — Capt.  Owen,  in  the  ImmortalU 
te,  in  company  with  the  Jahux  and  Crtnzer 
sloops,  chased  rinabordabk,  schoon  r,  and 
Le  Commode  brig  ;  each  carrying  3  24-poun- 
ders  and  1  8-pounder,  on  shore  on  the  east 
part  of  Cape  Blanc  Nez,  and  after  a  heavy 
firing  from  them  and  the  batteries,  "^-^^^ 
possession  of  them. 
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of  Germany  was  going  on,  the  English  riii- 


Leffhrn,  June  I. — This  city  is  declared  in  a  st  Ue 
of  siege  by  GV;.  Murat,  aiid  nil  ihe  i-nglish  made 
prisoners  of  war. 

HaKcn:rr,  June  7. — The  greatest  quiet  prevails  in 
this  city  in  ccnbeqiience  <'f  tiir  good  trcntmeut  tlie 
inhabitants  have  received  iro'n  tlie  French  ;irniy 
The  Ell>e  and  the  V'escr  continue  open  tw  ueutral 
vessels,  and  are  only  sljut  ag^ii^st  tiie  British, 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

HANovt-K — 1  he  Mfjniteur  of  the  l/th 
instant  contains  an  article,  in  the  shrtpe  of  a 
Hoie  on  the  English  nt^ws,  staling,  that  the 
council,  to  assist  at  vvhlih  his  Majest;'  came 
from  Windsor  on  the  1 1th  instant,  was  held 
on  the  subject  of  the  convention  between 
Gen.  Mortier  and  the  Hanoverian  Regency. 
"  An  extraordinary  courier,"  says  the  Moni- 
Teur,  "  carried  this  instrument  for  the  sig- 
*'  nature  of  the  King  of  England,  the  First 
"  Consul  insisting  upon  that,  previous  to 
"  ratifying  it  himself" — And  this  is  pro- 
claimed all  over  the  Vv'orld  !  This  cUp  of 
liumilialicn  (God  send  it  may  be  the  last  !) 
ihis  act  by  which  his  Majcity  is  compelled 
to  sanction,  under  his  own  hand  and  seal, 
the  most  disgraceful  capilulation  that  ever 
was  consented  to  by  any  army  or  any  go- 
vernment upon  earth,  he  owes  entirely  to 
the  "  safe  politicians,"  who  tnadc,  and  who 
defended  the  peace  of  Araiens. — The  Moni- 
teur  has  an  article  dated  Hanover,  7th  in- 
stant, which  abounds  in  abuse,  or,  at  least, 
in  sarcasm,  on  his  Majefty's  sons.  It  is 
hardly  credible,  that  this  can  have  been  the 
language  of  the  Hanoverians ;  but,  it  must 
be  confessed,  that  the  shameful  manner,  in 
■which  their  country  was  surrendered,  would 
sanction  a  belief  in  any  act  of  baseness  on 
their  part.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the 
Hanoverians  were  shamefully  abandoned  by 
the  British  ministers,  who,  it  is  positively 
asserted,  despised  all  the  advice  that  was 
ottered  them  as  to  the  Electorate,  for  the 
fate  of  which  they  said,  even  to  the  last 
moment,  that  they  saw  no  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness !  God  send,  that  their  administration 
may  cost  their  Waster  no  other  part  of  his 
dominions  i  Let  us  hope,,  that  the  Adding- 
tons  will  not  be  so  careless  about  Riclunond 
Park  as  they  have  been  about  Eianover  ! 
Their  "family"  is  not  quite  so  ancient  as 
that  of  Brunswick,  which  after  that  of 
Bourbon  is  the  most  ancient  in  Europe. 
France  was  lost  through  the  imbecillity  and 
seliiahness  of  its  mini^ttrs  much  more  than 
through  any  other  means ;  Hanover  has 
been  lost  frotn  a  similar  cause  ;  and,  while 
that  cause  exists  in  England,  what  man  that* 
loves  his  country  can  be  free  from  appre- 
hension ? — At  the  time  when  the  partition 


ni^'fry  seemed  to  rejoice  at  it.  They  said» 
in  their  hired  prints,  that  it  would  prevent 
tac  return  of  war  upon  the  Continent  j 
3nd,  we  lind,  that,  amongst  all  their  lately 
Ofiijured-up  complaints,  this  does  not  make 
iis  appearance.  They  were,  however,  told>. 
that  Hanover,  in  case  of  another  war,  would 
insiant'y  be  seized  on  by  the  Frenph  :  all 
that  has  now  arrived  was  foreseen  and 
foretold  :  they  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  it  :  they 
ri-tnined  their  places:  who,  therefore,  but 
tilt  ir  dupes  are  astonished  at  the  event  ? 
And  who  is  there  weak  enough  to  pity 
those  dupes  ? 

FniNCE  Remarks  on  the  Budget. — ■ 
The  Moniteur  has  also  son'c  remarks  on 
Mr.  Addington's  budget,  which  may  not 
be  altogether  uninteresting  to  that  worthy 
person  and  his  supporters. — On  the  passage 
where  the  wise  minister  speaks  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  preparing  for  an  arduous  and  everi 
a  protracted  war,  ;he  Moniteur  says,  "  If 
"  his  Britannic  Majesty  really  intends  to 
"  accomplish  the  object  of  the  war  j  that  is 
"  to  say,  1.  to  keep  Malta;  2.  to  make 
"  France  submit  to  the  new  public  law  in- 
"  vented  by  England  ;  3.  to  make  sure  that 
"  all  the  countries  which  the  timid  Mr,  Ad- 
"  dington  shall  think  necessary  to  provide 
"  for  the  safety  of  Great  Britain,  shall  be 
"  instantly  given  up  to  her,  the  war  will  be 
"  much  longer  than  this  honourable  man 
"  thinks,  with  all  his  fore-sight." — One  of 
the  principal  objects  of  the  war,  as  stated 
by  the  wise  man,  in  his  budget-speech,  and 
as  repeated  by  both  him  and  the  Secretary 
at  \\  ar,  in  the  debate  of  the  20th  instanr> 
is  to  convince  Buonaparte,  or,  to  use  the 
piirase  of  those  prudent  ministers,  the  person 
at  tki  bt\7:l  of  the  government  of  France  ;  to 
convince  this  person,  that  "  it  is  hopeless 
"  for  him  to  contend  with  our  finances,  and 
"  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  affect  us  in 
"  that  respect  (1)." — To  which  Buonaparte 
laconically  replies :  "  Paj/  your  Bank  Nuics 
"  in  gold  and  silver,  and  then  I'll  believe 
"  you,  without  your  going  to  war," — If 
this  saucy  sarcastic  fellow  were  here,  Mr. 
Addington  and  Abraham  Newland  woukl 
tell  him  anotiier  stoiy.  If  he  were  to  pre* 
sent  them  a  bank  note  of  a  hundred  pounds, 
they  would  not,  indeed,  give  him  a  hundred 
pounds  in  cash  for  it ;  but  they  would  give 
him  a  hundred  little  notes;  and,  in  order  to 
convince  him  of  their  ability  to  pay  in  gold, 
were  they  not  restrained  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  would  show  him  (through  a 
gbss  case)  a  great  number  of  wedges  of  that 
precious  metal,  ^^•hich  wedges  are  kept  with 

(1)  Sec  Speech,  Register,  Vol.  III.  p.  912. 
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as  much  cnre  as  the  guinea  in  the  pocket  of 
the  Vicar  of  Wakeiields  daiighifi, — The 
truth,  is,  '.hn  t  to  state  niolives  such  as  that 
held  out  by  th,^  m'ni:iter,  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to,  is.  consummately  ridiculous.  It 
may  be  proper  to  take  measures  to  convince 
your  enemy,'  that  he  cannot  injure  your 
^nances  ;  but  publicly  to  hold  out  this  as 
the  object  of  your  measures,  must  of  neces- 
sity defeat  that  object.  No;  the  true  way 
of  convincing  your  enemy,  that  his  war  up- 
on your  finances  will  be  useless,  is  to  state 
explicitly  to  the  world,  that  you  are  not  at 
ail  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  what  is 
called  a  national  bankruptcy;  for,  while 
you  endeavour  to  make  people  believe,  that 
such  an  event  cannot  possihJy  bappen,  they 
will  certainly  think  that  you  regard  it,  if  it 
-should  happen,  as  irrcifievablc  rum  and  dc- 
strucfion;  and,  ihereiore,  as  yeu  never  can 
■quite  overcome  iheir  apprehensions,  the  best 
way  is  to  be  silent  upon  ihe  subject,  or  to 
set  the  terrific  bug-bear  at  defiance. — To 
Buonaparte's  exultation  at  our  approaching 
bankruptcy  the  answer  is  always  ready  : 
France  has  been  a  bankrupt  ;  France  has 
not  paid  her  paper  money  in  specie  ;  yet 
France  is  not  the  weaker  for  that ;  France 
is  in  spite  of  her  ruined  finances,  in  spite 
of  the  long  pamphlets  of  Sir  Francis  D'lver- 
nois  and  Mr.  Rose,  in  spite  of  the  longer 
speeches  of  Lord  Mornington,  Ford  Auck- 
land, and  Mr.  Pitt,  in  spite  of  the  innumer- 
able columns  of  figures  which  these  noble- 
men and'  gentlemen  have  drawn  up  in  bat- 
tle array  against  her  ;  in  spite  of  all  this, 
France  is  yet  powerful,  yea,  much  more 
powerful  than  she  was  before  she  experi- 
enced what  is  called  a  national  bankruptcy. 
What  ground,  therefore,  have  the  French  to 
rejoice  at  our  finances  being  about  to  undergo 

a    similar    operation? Mr.    Addington 

threw  cut  a  hint  of  his  intention  to  subsidise 
some  of  the  powers  of  the  Continent  :  "  Jt" 
(meaning  his  plan  of  finance)  "  will  have  a 
*'  still  further  effect,  that  of  convincing  the 
**  other  powers  of  Europe,  that  they  m^ay 
"  safely  join  with  us  in  the  common  cause 
"  agaiiijt  the  common  enemy,  for  that  the 
"  resources  of  this  country  are  such  as  to 
"  give  full  security  for  the  punctual  dis- 
"  charge  of  any  engagement  it  may  enter 
*'  into  (2)." — -To  this  the  Consul,  after  enu- 
merating some  particular  instances,  replies  : 
"  Your  faith  is  known.  'Till  the  genera-- 
"  tion,  which  now  covers  the  Continent, 
"■  has  totally  disappeared,  ?iot  sne  of  its 
*'  princes  will  ever  wake  a  common  cause  ivitb 
*'  you." — !f  tliis  remark  be  contincd  to  the 
present  ministry,  there  is  every  reason  to   be- 


(2)  Sec  Register,  Vol.  HI.  p.  yi  j. 
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lieve,  that  it  is.  perfectly  correct ;  for,  after 
the  treatment  of  the  Stadtholder,  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  and  the  Vend>'an  Royalists, 
what  prince,  what  people,  or  what  party, 
will  ever  again  repose  confidence  in  the 
good  faith  of  the  "  sofe  politicians"  of  Eng- 
land ?  This  is  one  great  reason  why  these 
men  should  be  put  out  of  their  pbces.  "We 
want  allies,  and  it  is  absolutely  inipossible 
that  we  should  ever  have  them  while  the 
power  of  the  state  is  committed  to  the  hands 
of  such  people.  Can  any  man  believe,  that 
the  French  Roy^ilists  will  ever  again  hazard 
their  lives  for  the  men  who  offered  to  ba?nsb 
them  out  of  Europe,  merely  to  appease,  to 
humour,  Buonaparte,  the  very  person  against 
whom  they  had  been  fighting?  No;  every- 
shilling  that  is  put  into  the  hands  of  sucii 
ministers,  every  soldier,  every  sailor,  that  is 
placed  under  their  command,  is  an  injury 
to  the  country  instead  of  a  good  :  it  is  rob- 
bing the  country  of  those  means,  which,  in 
other  hands,  might  be  employed  for  its  sal- 
vation   The  sapient  minister,  in  stating 

the  grounds,  on  which  he  and  his  colieagues 
asked  for  supplies,  said  :  '"  \Ve  ask  atsist- 
"  a  nee,  not  because  ivt  ivish  to  go  to  luar.  but 
"  because  ^e  are  at  ivar,  and  we  are  at 
"  war,  bceatise  zve  cannot  be  at  peace  (3)." — 
This  is,  says  the  Moniteur,  "  a  strange 
"  manner  of  rea'^oning.  All  the  world 
"^  knows,  that  the  English  ministers  began 
''  the  war  :  they  began  it  because  they  could 
"  v.ot  (for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves) 
"  be  at  peace-,  and  they  continue  it,  because 
"  it  is  begun  !  To  what  men  is  the  fate  of 
"  nations  sometimes  comm,ittedl" 

Fkench  Akswcrs  to  THi;  English 
D::cLAKATioN. — The  reader  will,  doubt- 
less recollect,  that  there  was  laid  before 
Parliament,  on  the  iSth  of  last  month,  a 
paper,  having  t lie  word  DECl.ARATlON 
at  the  head  of  it,  in  very  large  letters,  but 
without  a  date,  or  any  other  signature  thaa 
that  of  "  Eyke  and  Stkahan,  Printers  to 
"  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty ;"  so 
that,  if  this  paper  should  be  in  existence 
some  years  hence,  it  may  possibly  lead  per- 
sons to  suppose,  that  these  two  gentlemen 
followed,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  the 
calling  of  printers  and  that  of  ministers  of 
stale,  a  supposition  which  will  be  rendered 
the  more  probable  by  the  appearance  of  Mk. 
Stk  ahan's  name  in  the  list  of  the  Members 
of  Parliament.  I'his  Declaration  is,  how- 
ever, regarded  as  a  declaration  ot  war  issued 
by  his  Majesty,  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
ag:iinst  France  ;  and,  as  such,  it  has  been 
answered  in  the  Moniteur,  first  in  an  un- 
oiiicial  set  of  obstrvations,  and,  since,  in  a 

(j)  See  Register,  Vol.  HI.  p. 9.4. 
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more  full,  formal,  and  official  way,  by  some 
person  acting  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  government.  These  two  perform- 
ances are  executed  with  great  ability,  and, 
it  must  be  confessed,  with  more  candour 
than  one  had  reason  to  expect.  Every 
art  is,  indeed,  made  use  of,  in  order  to 
efiect  a  refutation  of  the  statements  in 
the  English  Declaration ;  quibbling  and 
sophistry  are,  too,  occasionally  called  in 
to  the  aid  of  a  bad  argument,  and,  a  consi- 
derable liberty  is,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  ge- 
neral conduct  and  disposition  of  France,  ta- 
ken with  facts;  but,  upon  the  whole,  the 
English  ministry  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  the  course  pursued  by  these  writers,  who 
have,  at  any  rate,  discovered  much  greater 
fairness  than  themselves. — The  reason,  how- 
ever, for  our  mentioning  these  writings 
now,  is,  not  so  much  to  excite  an  inquiry 
into  their  nature  and  their  intrinsic  merits, 
as  to  stimulate  the  ministers  to  make  a  pub- 
lic and  professed  reply  to  ibem.  Let  it  be  re- 
collected, that  the  Monileur  circulates  in  all 
the  courts,  and  amongst  all  the  politicians, 
of  Europe.  It  is  next  to  impossible,  that 
he  who  reads  these  answers  to  the  English 
Declaration,  should  not,  until  he  sees  them 
refuted,  regard  the  declaration  as  replete 
with  misreprentatlon  and  falsehood.  That 
such  publications  call  loudly  for  reply  can - 
rot  be  doubted,  especially  when  it  is  consi- 
dered, that  their  principal  object  and  their 
direct  tendency  is,  to  render  any  future  good 
understanding  between  England  and  ihe 
powers  of  the  Continent  utterly  impossible. 
' — Let  not  the  ministers  allege,  that  they  are 
not  bound  to  reply  to  the  writers  of  news- 
papers. An  article  in  the  Hamburgh  Cor- 
respondenten  and  anotiier  in  the  Moniteur, 
are,  in  the  King's  declaration,  stated  to  be 
smongst  the  principal  grievances  that  led  to 
the  war.  Thus  authenticated,  thus  clad 
with  solemnity,  it  surely  will  not  now  be 
pretended,  that  the  Moniteur  is  beneath  the 
notice  of  an  Englisli  ministry;  and,  there- 
fore, we  shall  expect  to  see  an  attempt,  al 
least,  on  the  part  of  that  ministry,  to  do 
away  the  charges  which  are  thus  circulat- 
ing over  the  world  to  the  injury  and  disho- 
nour of  their  country  and  their  Sovereign. 
But,  should  we  be  disappointed  in  this  ex- 
pectation ;  should  they  continue  to  show 
that  contempt  for  the  interests  of  their 
country  and  for  the  reputation  of  their  Mas- 
ter which  has  hitherto  been  the  leading 
characteristic  of  their  actions,  we  shall  think 
it  our  duty  to  lay  before  our  readers  the 
substance  of  ihe  French  publications,  above- 
mentioned,  in  order  that  they  may  be  fully 
informed  of  the  heavy  charges,  which  the 
enemy  has  pretQired^  and  which  the  minis- 


ters are  suffering  to  circulate  through  the 
world,  not  only  unrefuted,  but  totally  un- 
denied. 

Income-Tax. — We  have  yet  heard  no- 
thing to  reconcile  our  minds  to  this  impost. 
The  mode  of  collection  is  odious  and  de- 
testable, and  leaves  a  man  very  little  of 
what  is  truly  called  freedom.  The  "  prC' 
cedent"  on  whii  h  Mr,  Addington  said  it 
was  founded,  was,  we  believe,  by  no  means 
fortunate.  In  the  reign  of  that  sacrilegious 
and  inexorable  tyrant,  Henry  VIII,  a  tax  of 
this  sort  was  imposed  by  Cardinal  Woolsey. 
The  Londoners  made  a  strong  opposition  to 
it,  and  the  country  absolutely  rose  against 
it,  and  caused  it  to  be  disowned  by  the  king, 
M'ho  issued  a  general  pardon  to  the  revolters. 
Such  a  precedent,  from  such  times,  brought 
into  practice  now,  clearly  shows,  that  the 
spirit  of  the  country,  that  all  love  of  real 
freedom,  is  lost.  Indeed,  -while  a  minister 
is  reviving  this  hateful  tax,  it  is  an  unbear- 
able insult  to  the  people  to  call  on  them  to 
fight  for  their  constitution,  which,  if  it  be 
not  a  mere  nose  of  wax,  if  all  the  world 
has  not  been  deceived  as  to  its  principles, 
must,  in  fact,  cease  to  exist  the  moment  the 
measure  in  contemplation  is  carried  into 
eiFect.  In  answer  to  this  we  shall  be  told, 
that  the  present  tax  is  in  imitation  of  Mr. 
Piit  ;  and,  had  we  subscribed  to  the  infal- 
libility of  that  gentleman,  this  might  be  a 
consideration  of  some  weight  ;  but  we  re- 
collect parliamentary  reform,  the  abolitioa 
of  the  slave  trade,  tlie  abolition  of  tythes, 
the  peace  of  Amiens,  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia, and  several  other  projects,  and  this  re- 
collection is  by  no  means  calculated  to  make 
us  in  love  with  an  odious  and  despotic 
measure,  merely  because  it  originated  with 
Mr.  Pitt. — We  object  to  the  tax,  not  be- 
cause it  is  oppressive  in  its  quantity,  but 
because  it  is,  in  its  collection,  vexatious  and 
degrading  to  the  last  degree.  Ten  times 
the  amount  of  this  tax,  levied  on  visible 
objects,  would  not,  in  our  estimation,  be  a 
thousandth  part  so  great  a  hardship  as  to 
be  compelled  to  submit  one's  most  private 
concerns  to  tlie  inquest  of  a  set  of  little  up- 
start despots,  called  commercial  commis- 
sioners. 

Defence  of  the  Countky. — The  pro- 
ject for  raising  an  army  of  conscripts  is  now 
snfKciently  understood,  and,  we  believe,  al- 
most universally  reprobated.  A  force  is 
wanted  ;  an  additional  force  of  50,000  men 
is  by  no  means  too  great,  even  for  the  mere 
purposes  of  defence  ;  but,  it  is  a  real  force, 
and  not  the  name,  the  shadow  of  a  force, 
that  is  wa-nfed  ;  it  is  an  army  of  soldiers, 
and  not  an  arnitd  moh,  that  we  shall  stand 
in   need   of  to  repel  an  invading  French 
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army, — Referring  the  reader  to  Mr.  Y/ind- 
hani's  speech  for  information  as  to  the  mis- 
chievous effects  which  tiiis  system  of  con- 
scription must  have,  as  to  the  regular  service 
as  well  as  to  the  feelings  and  dispositions  of 
the  people,  we  shall  confine  our  remarks 
to  the  mere  organization  of  this  heteroge- 
nous body,  which  the  Secretary  of  War 
chooses  to  call  the  Army  of  Reserve  !  And, 
here,  laying  aside  the  editorial  manner  of 
speaking,  let  me  ask  this  gentleman  whe- 
ther he  really  does  believe,  that,  upon  his 
plin,  50,000  men,  will  ever  be  raised  and 
rendered  tit  for  service.  There  are  to  be 
50  battalions,  each  of  1,000  men,  requiring, 
in  the  whole,  3,000  commissioned  officers, 
6,000  non-commissioned  otTicers,  and  about 
700  drummers.  And,  Sir,  do  you  seriously 
believe,  that  these  are  to  be  found,  now 
out  of  actual  service  in  the  United  King- 
doms of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland?  Do 
you  think.  Sir,  that  3,000  officers  are  to 
be  got,  and  officers  too  lit  to  assist  in  that 
most  difficult  of  all  difficult  matters,  the 
organizing  and  training  new  corps  ?  These 
officers  are  to  come  first  from  the  Army 
Half  Pay  List,  that  is  to  say,  from  ihat  list 
upon  which  officers  have,  very  lately,  been 
placed  as  a  prinihhment  for  iiaving  encou- 
raged their  soldiers  to  thieve  !  No  doQbt 
(here  are  many  excellent  officers  upon  this 
list  j  but  is  it  a  source  to  which  the  nation 
can  look  with  great  confidence  }  Next  we 
are,  it  seems,  to  have  recourse  to  officers 
who  have  hft  the  army  for  ivant  of  promo  lion, 
just  as  a  physician  leaves  his  practice  for 
want  of  patients,  or,  as  the  Addingtons,  for 
instance,  left  the  bar  for  want  of  clients. 
Many  of  these  gentlemen,  will,  it  seems, now 
"  come  forward  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
"  try  !"  Afrer  these  come  the  marine  of- 
ficers on  half  pay,  to  whom  there  i^,  per- 
haps, no  other  objection  than  that  they  will 
most  assuredly  not  be  very  proud  of  being 
huddled  into  the  same  corps  with  those  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  also  with  the  officers 
to  be  picked  up  upon  the  shelf  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  trading  to  the  East-In- 
dies. When  all  these  sources  are  exhausted, 
we  are,  as  a  pis-aller,  to  go  to  the  officers  of 
the  late  yeomanry  corps  in  Ireland  !  And 
these,  ^/iw^  are  the  men,  who  are  not  only 
to  command,  but  who  are  to  pay,  clothe, 
ic^&,  and  train,  this  army  of  50,000  men, 
composed  of  all  classes  of  the  community  ! 
These  are  the  men,  who  are  to  exercive 
power,  necessarily  almost  absolute,  over 
respectable  artizar-s,  tradesmen,  and  far- 
mers !— But,  supposing  for  argument's  sake, 
that  there  should  be  3  bare  possibility  of  find- 
ing a  sufficiency  of  othcers,  against  whom 
the  coascripts  would  act  mutiny  before  the 
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end  of  the  first  fortnight,  where  are  the 
non-conmiissioned  officers  to  come  from  ? 
There  cannot  be,  to  each  battalion,  less  than 
40  Serjeants  and  SO  corporals,  which,  after 
deducting  for  staff  and  other  extra  duties, 
will  not  leave  more  than  one  non-commis- 
sioned officer  to  every  10  men,  a  proportion 
not  great  enough  even  in  an  old  and  well- 
disciplined  corps,  and  much  too  small  in  a 
corps  composed  of  raw,  unruly,  and,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  discontented  men.  You  must 
know.  Sir,  that,  without  this  number  of 
non-commissioned  officers,  1  mean  good, 
and,  in  some  degree,  experienced  ones,  the 
battalions  cannot  be,  I  will  not  say  formed, 
drilled,  disciplined,  and  rendered  fit  for 
service,  but  that,  without  the  aid  I  am  now 
speaking  of,  the  men  cannot  be  kept  together, 
either  on  the  march,  or  in  camp,  or  can- 
tonments, and  hardlv  under  the  lock  and 
key  of  a  barrack.  You  will,  I  suppose, 
readily  dispense  with  what  is  called  high 
discipline;  but  the  persons  composing  the 
"  army  of  reserve,"  the  army  v\hich  is  to 
be  our  last  rock  of  defence,  this  dernier  re- 
sort of  a  people,  who,  previous  to  the  ac- 
cursed treaty  of  Amiens,  set  the  world  at 
defiance;  you  certainly  will  not  deny.  Sir, 
that  the  persons  composing  this  army,  should 
be  taught  to  stand  in  a  straight  row,  to 
range  themselves  in  rank  and.  file,  and  to 
fire  three  deep  Avithout  shooting  one  an- 
other in  the  poll  ?  And,  even  tins  trifle, 
together  with  the  art  of  marching,  a  battalion 
together,  wilhout  treading  each  other  under 
foot ;  even  this,  which  will  place  them  but 
one  degree  above  an  armed  rabble,  even 
this  cannot  be  effected  without  the  number, 
which  I  have  already  mentioned,  of  expe- 
rienced non-commibsioned  cliicers.  And 
where  are  these  ti.OOO  non-commissioned 
officers  to  come  from  ?  Tlie  regular  regi-^ 
ments  ?  No  :  you  never  can  intend  to  rob 
these  skeletons  of  their  very  bones;  unless, 
indeed,  a  part  of  this  splendid  project  is  to 
break  up  the  army  altogether.  Besides,  the 
regular  army  does  not  possess  this  number, 
nor  a  third  part  of  this  number  of  men,  fit 
to  be  non-commissioned  officers,  exclusive 
of  those  who  are  already  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacity, and  who  are  greatly  wanted  in  the 
recruiting  and  disciplining  of  their  own 
corps.  Two  thousand,  at  least,  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  wanted  for  your  army 
of  reserve,  must  be  able  to  read  and  w^iite; 
they  must  be  intelligent  men,  and  must  be 
worthy  of  being  trusted  with  considerable 
sums  of  money.  Where,  then.  Sir ;  pray 
where  Sir,  are  these  men  to  be  found  > 
Amongst  the  conscripts  themselves.^  "  If 
"  the  blind  lead  the  blind,  both  shall  fall 
"  into  the  dilch."    i-Iu\v  can  one  of  these 
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men,  who  hardly  knows  the  butt  from   the 

muzzle  of   the  musket,  instruct  another  of 

them  in  the  use  of  his  arms?  How  is  one 

single  company   to  be  formed  ?  How  can 

any  one  act  be  done  preparatory  even  to  the 

bringing  of  any  ten  men  of  this  army  upon 

parade?  When  the  militia  is  called  out,  the 

soldiers  find  the  skeleton  ready  to   receive 

them  :    their   adjutant,   their  Scrjetuits   and 

drummers  are   always   in  pay,    and  always 

ready  to  set  instantly  at  work  to   train    and 

discipline    the    men,  as  fast  as  they  arrive  ; 

but,   in   the    present  instance,  though    you 

should  find   ofiicers  enough   including  ad- 
jutants,   where    are    you     to     find    0  000 

rson  commisioned    ofHcers,    including     100 

Serjeants   major  and   the   same    number    of 

quarter-master  Serjeants  ?     The  thing  is  im- 
possible ;  not   to  appoint   non  comn^iissioned 

officers  ;  not  to  call  this  footman  a  corporal 

and    that    tapster  a   serjeant  ;  this  is  by   no 

means  difficult ;  but  to  find  men   qualified 

to  perform  the  duties  of  these  officers,  duties 

absolutely  indispensable,  duties  without  the 
performance  of  which  a  corps  cannot  be  I'cld 
together  for  a  single  day,  to  find  such  men, 
in  the  number  and  in  tlie  time,  necessary  to 
carry  your  plan  into  etiect,  is  utterly  impos- 
sible.— Shall  I  be  reminded  of  the  atchieve- 
ments  of  the  tww  le-jies  in  France  and  Ame- 
rica ?  These  were,  in  the  debate  of  the  O'th 
instant,  brought  forward  by  you,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  opinion  then  given  by  I\fr.  V/ind- 
ham.  Upon  this  subject,  sir  (as  I  canno- 
imputetoyou  a  wilful  fallacy),  I  must  regard 
you  as  totally  ignorant.  The  new  levies  in 
Fr.nce,  (hose  1  mean  who  were  opposed  to 
the  Duke  of  Bruns'.vick's  army,  wc-re  very 
few  indeed  in  proportion  to  the  regular  troops 
engaged  in  the  same  service ;  and,  observe, 
that,  by  the  regulations  of  the  national  guard, 
ibe  ivbole  of  the  French  people  capable  of  tjcar- 
ing  arms,  had  been  armed,  and  partly  dis- 
ciplined, for  I  believe  more  than  three  years, 
previous  to  the  invasion  of  the  Prussian  army. 
During  the-e  years,  the  people,  at  all  times  of 
a  military  turn,  had  been  gradually  growing 
into  soldiers.  Every  municipality  had  its 
mayor,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  national 
guard,  who  supplied  his  men  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  who  generally  went  to 
see  them  parade,  to  march,  and  to  shoot  at 
a  mark,  which  was  the  employment  of  the 
Sundays  and  holidays.  The  people  found 
themselves  military  cloths,  not  under  any 
volunteer  or  yeomanry  regulation,  not  by 
any  sort  of  compulsion;  but  every  one 
bought  himscli  a  coat  as  he  wanted  and 
could  atford  a  new  coat,  and,  it  soon  be- 
came to  be  regarded  as  a  mark  of  dishonour 
in  a  young  man  not  to  be  j^lothed  a  la  mili- 
taire.  There  was  not  a  village,  there  was  no 
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spot  of  importance  enough  fo  have  a  church, 
which  had  not  its  place  of  arms  and  its  drum- 
mcr,  a  personage  by  no  means  of  little  con- 
sideration w4ien  theobjectis  to  stir  the  spirits 
of  a  people  andj  to  give  to  those  spirits  a 
v/ar-like    direction. — Thus,    Sir,    was    the 


whole  active  population  of   France  became 
soldiers,  long  before  the  Duke  of  Brunswick 
entered  the  country  ;   and,  as  to  later  epochs, 
the  taste  and  spirit  have  been  grewing  every 
day,   more  and   more   military  :   the  young 
men  of  ]S03,  were  only  from  4  to  10  years 
old,    v.'hen   the  national  guard  began  j  they 
have   been    raised    up    from    their    infancy 
amidst  the  clangour  of  arms,  and  have  never 
hf\ard  any  thing  but  military  dced^;  stated  as 
being    v/orthy    of    emulation.       They   are, 
in  a  word,   all   real  eflvctive  iroVdiers.     Ihh, 
Sir,     is    the   nursery,    frrni    winch  Buona- 
parte   draws  his    con^-cripts :     how   diffe- 
rent  is  that  from    Mhich  yours    are  to    be 
dravvn  !  -Then,   S;r,    as    lo    the  Ame- 
rican army,   the  men  composing  it  were,  as 
you  state,  beaten  at  first,  but  that  they  final- 
ly triumphed.     F'irst,   let  me  obative,   that 
the  mihi'ix  of  America,   though,   «s    I  shall 
presently  show,  composed   of  men    used   to 
arms,    never  met  the  enemy  except  at  the 
battle   which  terminated   in   the   defeat   of 
Eurgoyne.   On  no  other  occasion  could  they 
be  brought  to   the   striking    place  ;   and,   ia 
several   lusiances,  thev  ab'.ohitcly  ran  away. 
After  <he  end  of  the  American  war.  General 
Sinclair,  in  a  battle  agamst  the  Inrlians,  was 
!of;-My  defeated,   througii    th-   misbehaviour 
ot  the  .miMtin,  cf  whom  his  army  psii  cipaily 
consi..-iC'J,  sndvvho  ran   away,    leaving    not 
only  th.eir -iums  and   their  knapsacks,    but 
evcii    iheir  coals,   hehnu;   them  !— But,  the 
American  army,  ynvi  will  say,  "   mu-t  have 
"  been  made  up  of  raw  and   undisciplined 
''  men,  wlieihcr  ihry  were. called  militia  or 
"  not."      It  v^'as  :   but    the  men  were,   as  to 
their  state  of  preparation  tor  military  .service, 
very  different,  very  much  superior  to  those 
whom  you  will  be  able  lo  collect  by  conscrip- 
tion.    In  London,  it  is  said  of  a  good  mxan, 
that  is  to  say,   of  a  rich  man,   that    he  was 
"  born  with   a   silver  spoon  in  his  mouth," 
no  unapt  eniblem,  by  the  by,  of  the  .strange 
mixture  of  childishness,  gluttony,  and  ava- 
rice,   v.'hich   prevails   in   that  emporium   of 
commerce;   in  America,  they  say  of  an  ac- 
tive,   sprightly,    lucky    man,    that    he    was 
"  born  with  an  ax  in  one  hand  and  a  gun 
"  in  the   other;"  and,  everyone  who   baa 
been  in  America  knows,  that,  in  the  whole 
country,  there  is  scarcely  a  man  fo  be  found, 
who  has  not,  from  the  age  of  twelve  yeara, 
or  thereabouts,  been  in  the  almost  daily  habit 
of  shooting.     1   never  saw  a    farm    house, 
I  never  saw  even  a  iabouiing  man's  house, 


^5^1  JUNE  18  TO  JUNE  25,  1603; 

without  a  gun  in  It,  and  I  have  iiutch  more 
frequently  seen  three  guns  in   a  house  than 
one.     Part  of  every  countryman's  business  is 
to  shoot.     During   the  winter  mon'Jis   ths 
labouring  man  does,  in  great  part,  maintain 
his  family  by  shooting;   ai.iJ,   in  fact,   it  is 
extremely  rare   to  meet  with  an  American, 
either  in  town  or  country,   v^ho  would  not, 
in    England,    be   regarded   as    an   excellent 
shooter  at  a  mark. — To  tind  rnen    thus  seM- 
trained  to  a  very  essential   part  of  military 
duty  was  a  great  advantage  ;  and^  then,  Sir, 
I  beg  jou  to  observe,   that  even  thf;se  men 
were  not  taken   by  force,  and  enrolled,  all 
at  once,  bv  thousands  an:!  tens  of  thousands. 
They  v^erc-  fir-it  call'  d  out,  by  mere  invita- 
tion,  to  jotn   in    military  exercise,  in   their 
several  t()wnshii)s,  or  parishes,  under  the  in- 
struction of  tho^e  officers  and  soldier>  who 
had  ser\eu  in  the  war  against  the  French  ; 
and,    the    very   first    out-set    of    Gknefal 
Washingto;  ,   in    the    work  of  rebellion, 
■was,   a  subscription  of  twenty    guineas  to- 
wards furnihliing  a  drum  and  a  drill  serjeant 
to  the  inhabitants  oi   his  own  parisli  in  Vir- 
ginia.    When,    tbereiore,    the    reijuisitions 
for  the  line    (for   the  American   army  was 
composed  of  troops  of  the  line)  came  to  be 
made  by  ..  ongi'f-ss,   to  the  several  colonies, 
they  found   men   already  tolerably  well  pre- 
pared.     They   found    them    in    as    good    a 
state.   Sir,    as  your  conscripts  can  possibly 
be  in,  at  the   dnd   of  a  year  or  eighteen 
months  drilling,  even    supposing   that   you 
should   be  so  tortunate   as   to   hnd  persons 
capable  of  drilling  them. Leaving  you 
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now.  Sir,  to  reconsider  whatever  part  of 
your  confidence  has  arisen  from  the  exam- 
ples of  France  and  America,  give  m,e  leave 
to  advert  to  thr  ntw  clause,  which,  it 
seems,  it  is  your  intention  io  weave  into  the 
Conscript  Bill,  and,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
Conscripts  are  to  be  allowed  to  'uvhmteer  jor 
the  regular  sn'vice.  1  he  glocmy  prospect, 
which  this  qualification  must  give  to  the 
gentlemen,  who  will  have  tne  misfortutoe 
to  command  the  Conscripis,  ?v!r.  Pitt  at- 
tempted to  brighten  by  suggesting  a  regula- 
tion that  wouhi  prevent  the  mtu  fioin  leav- 
ing their  officers  at  any  moment  they  might 
choose.  His  plan  was,  to  suffer  the  trans- 
fer to  lake  place,  only  on  thrt-e  or  four  d.iys 
in  the  year,  and  those  days  voi  to  be  ibe 
same  in  every  year,  not  to  be  at  stated  dis- 
tances, but  to  come  upon  the  men  like  a 
thief  in  the  night,  to  take  them  by  surprize, 
and  never  to  give  them  any  certain  iniima 
tion  as  to  the  precise  time  when  they  would 
be  able  to  take  vengeance  on  their  orKcers. 
These  days  of  transfer  are  not,  in  their  re- 
currence, to  resemble  either  fixed  or  move- 
able feasts ;    they  are  to  be  regulated   by 


n.;  ither  the  Sun  nor  the  Moon  ;  but  are  to 
be  a  sort  of  Saturnalia,  the  times  for  cele- 
brating whi'^h  are  to  be  determined  by  a 
newly-discovered  species  of  State  Lottery. 
But,  did  it  not  occur  to  Mr.  Pilt,  that,  as 
the  Conscript  would  know  that  four  Satur- 
nalia must  take  place  in  the  course  of  one 
year,  he  would  not  fail,  at  all  times,  to  cal- 
culate the  average?  Upon  this  average,  he 
never  could  be  more  than  three  months 
from  the  day  of  revenge,  and,  do  you.  Sir, 
who  know  something  of  a  military  life, 
think,  that  those  three  montlis  would,  OQ 
the  part  of  the  discontented  Conscript,  be 
spent  much  to  th^  advantage  of  his  corps? 
— Nvver,  no  never,  was  there  so  mad  a 
scheme  !  The  battalions,  if  they  should  ever 
be  got  together  at  all,  and  should  exist  for 
a  time  undr-r  a  provision  like  this,  will  pre- 
sent a  scene,  such,  I  venture  to  predict,  as 
no  man  on  earth  ever  yet  set  his  eyes  on.-— 
No,  if  the  Conscripts  are  to  have  leave  to 
transfer  their  service,  let  them  be  under  no 
shackles  as  to  the  time  of  doing  it.  Let 
them  go  whenever  they  please,  or  not  at 
all  ;  for,  by  keeping  them  three  months 
after  they  are  inclined  to  go  into  the  line, 
you  either  make  them  unwilling  and  bad 
soldiers  during  that  time,  or  you  altogether 
do  away  the  very  inclination,  of  which  it  ie 

your  object  to  avail  yourself And  now. 

Sir,  give  me  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  dangers  of  our  situation.  You,  Sir,  are 
not  one  of  those,  who  hide  their  heads  under 
the  bed-cloths  when  they  bear  thieves  break- 
ing into  the  house ;  jjwc  do,  indeed,  talk 
largely,  but  your  heait  is  in  unison  v/iik 
your  tongue  ;  you  are  not  one  of  lho:?e  whose 
hectoring  arises  from  a  feeling  similar  to 
that  which  produces  the  i-K.isy  and  incohe- 
rent song  of  the  plough-boy,  as  he  passes 
through  the  church  yard  at  the  witching 
time  of  night ;  you  are  not  a  Castlereagh,  a 
Hawkcsbury,  an  Addington,  or  a  Wilber- 
fbrce,  and,  therefore,  I  venture  to  state  to 
you,  as  an  opinion,  resulting  from  long 
consideration  united  witii  the  utmost  an- 
xiety for  the  preservation  of  my  King  and 
Country,  that  it  the  present  system  of  defence 
he  persevered  in,  this  country  will  be  subju- 
gated by  France.  This,  Sir,  is  no  new  opi- 
nion of  mine:  so  long  ago  as  the  pth  of 
November  last  (6),  when  you  and  your  col- 
leagues were  singing  hymns  of  peace  and 
security,  I  pointed  out,  and  even  detailed, 
the  dingers,  which  at  this  moment  exist. 
The  words  I  then  wrote  I  have  only  to  re- 
fer you  to,  and  when  you  have  read  them, 
I  do  not  think,  that,  in  the  bottom  of  your 
heart,    you    will    despise    the    observations 

(6)  See  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  jyS. 
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which    I    have    now   presumed    to    make. 
"liii  crisis  is  come  :  the  siege  of  our  ishuH"! 
is   begun  j    and,    it    now    behoves    us,    to 
think,  not  only  of  the  means  of    prevent- 
ing    a    breach,     but    of    the    manner    in 
which  we  shall   act,   if  a  breach  should   he 
made,  whether  we  shall  hazard  all  in  a  single 
b;nile  between  the  sea-coast  and  London,  or 
wheiher,  leaving  the  gold  and  silver  to  the 
invadtrs,  we  shall   still  make  a  struggle  for 
our  liberties,  and  for  the  Crown  of  our  Sove- 
reign.    Mr.  Windham,  for  only  alluding  to 
this  alternative,  and  that  too,  by  way  of  com- 
ment on  an  opinion,   relative  to  it,  already 
stated    elsewhere,  has   been   charged   with 
*•  dhheartciiing  the  country,''  with  "  creating 
*'  des/iondency,"    with     "    spreading     alarra 
"  amcmgst  the  penplc- ;"  and,  which   is  not  a 
little    curious,    this   accui^ation   is   brought 
against    him,    at   the   very  same    moment 
that  he  is  accused  of  quixotism !     And  is  it, 
then,  something  so  very  dreadful  to  contem- 
plate this  alternative?     Must  we  necessarily 
despond,  because  we  regard  the   sacking  of 
Loudon  as  a  possible   event?     Can  we  not 
look   at   this  object,    even   in   imagination, 
•without  expiring  in  a  fit  of  despair  ?     Lord 
Castlereagh  tells  the  people,  that  "  nothing 
"  but  baseness  and  cowardice  in   them  'will 
"  S7y.fer  the    enemy     io     advance    far   from 
'■'  the  dwre."    This  is  not  correct.  Sir.     The 
enemy   may  advance   far,    very   far    from 
the  shore  without  any  baseness  or  cowardice 
on  the  part   of  the  people.     I  "uj'nh,  and  I 
hope,  that  the  enemy  may  not  so  advance,  and 
the  same  wishes  and  hopes  were  expressly 
and  clearly  stated  by  Mr.  Windham  ;  but,  if 
the  enemy  5i'c«A^  advance  into  the  ccuatry  ; 
if  this  dangerous  case  should  arise,  who  do 
you  think.  Sir,  would  be  the  statesman  most 
likely  to  save  the   country  3   he  who  would 
have  no  resource  but  bitter,  unjust,  and  un- 
svailing   reproaches   on   the  peoplej  or  I";e, 
who,  even    at   the    expense  of  the  capital, 
■would   call  on  them  and  encourage  thern  to 

defend  the  king  and  the  kingdom  ? But, 

Sir,  whatever  may  be  your  opinion  on  this 
subject,  how  long  soever  the  system  of  mis- 
reprcHentation,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Wind- 
ham's opinions,  may  be  persevered  in,  and 
howi'ver  complete  the  success  of  that  system, 
e'Vtuts  will  not  thtreby  becontroulediu  their 
operation :  they  speak  in  a  language  that 
viu^l  be  heard.  1  beg  you  to  remark^  Sir, 
how  yt>u  and  your  colleagues  have  gone 
on  in  adopting  successively,  all  those  sen- 
tinitnfs  of  Mr.  Windhain,  which,  at  tlic 
time  of  his  first  uttering  them,  you  have  uni- 
formly rejected  with  disdain.  Wlien,  with 
Ihat  soienujity  vvliich  became  the  occasionj 


and    the  forebodings  with  which  his  mind 
\va.s  oppressed,    he  dc'^cribcd  the  treaty  of 
peace  as  tlie  death-warrant  of  the  country  j 
when  he  refused    to  put  on  his   wedding 
garment,  'till  he  knew  whether  he  was  in- 
vited to  a  marriage  or  a  funeral ;  in  a  short 
space  after  that  memorable  day,  the  minis- 
terial ne^vs-papers  recorded  a  witticism  of 
Lord  Havvkesburv,  who,  they  informed  the 
public,  had  facetiously  said :  "  Come,  Wind- 
"  ham,  do  put  on  your  wedding  garment, 
"  and   go  along  with  us  to  carry  up  the 
"  address."     In  this  manner,  Sir,  have  ail 
his  sentiments  been    treated    at  first,    but 
they  have  always  been  afterwards  adopted, 
and  always  when  too  late ;   and  this  course, 
I  greatly  fear,  will  be  obstinately  pursued, 
'till  the  monarchy  of  England  lollovvs  the 
monarchy   of  France. — it   has   been   said. 
Sir,  particularly  hy  you,  that  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  has  produced  the  salutary  effect  of 
unifing  the  people  in  a  hearty  a\;d  zealous 
sup.p-ort   of   tJie  Jiresent   ivar. — Where   is    the 
procl  ot  this  ?     In  the  t\vo  addi  esses  deli- 
vered  to  His  Maje-ty,  from  the  cities  of 
London  and  Dublin.?     Is  it  (o  be  found  in 
ihi:  facility  with  which  the  militia  has  been 
collected  ?   Or  in  the  law,  now  passing,  for 
the  purpo;"e  oi fryreing  men  to  take  up  arms 
m  defence  of  their  own   houses? — But,  Sir^ 
if  you  believe  that  the  people  will  cheer- 
fully   pay   the   enormous    taxes   which  the 
peace  of  Amiens  has    rendered  abso'utcljr 
necessary,  and  ti^at  they  have  entered  on 
the  war  with  a  resolution  to  shed  their  last 
drop  of  blood  rather  than  suffer  the  house 
and   land  in   Richmond  Park  to  be  taken 
from  Mr.  Addington  ;  if  you  do  really  be- 
lieve this.,  you  have  adopted  a  great  and 
most  dangerous  error,  an  error  from  which, 
if  you  repose  in  it  but  for  a  little  while, 
you  will   be  awakened  by  a  voice,  which 
v.ili  yield  in  terror  to  noihing  but  the  last 
awful  trump, — Tlie  truth  is,  Sir,  that  a  ge- 
neral and  deadly  indifference  pervades   the 
land.     The  people  still  see  the  powers  of 
the  state  in  the  hands  of  those,  who  for  tea 
months  peace,  gave  up  the  conquests  won 
during  ten  years  of  war  and  of  victory.  The 
people  cannot,  the  people  will  not,  chear- 
fuliy  espouse  any  cause  conducted  by  those 
men.     While  their  property  and  their  lives 
are  at  the  mercy  ot  persons  by  whom  they 
have  been  so  injured  and  di-;graced,  they 
must  and  they  will  regard  themselves  as  tlie 
spi)rt  of  parly  intrigue,  and,  so  regarding 
themselves,  they  will  be  indiiferent  as  to 
any  and  ^s^iy  political  event. 

^  All  Correspondents  uest  week. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MONITEUR, 

of  ]QtJicfJi!ne,  1803. 

[It  is  of  importance,  at  all  time?;,  and  particu- 
Jarly  at  the  present  time,  to  know  something  of 
the  sentiments  of  our  entmy.  Tlie  following  ar- 
ticle, translated  from  the  French  Oiiieial  Paper, 
gives  us,  as  to  some  very  important  points,  that 
very  useful  knowledge,  and,  therefore,  we  beg 
leave  to  recommend  it  to  the  attentive  perusal  of 
our  Readers. J 

The  only  events  which,  at  this  time, 
merit  great  attention  are  the  occupation  of 
Hanover  by  the  French  troops,  and  two 
long  debates  in  the  British  Parliamenr,  the 
one  rchuive  to  the  conduct  of  nninisters,  and 
the  other  to  the  mediation  of  Russia.  The 
question  upon  the  conduct  of  the  ministry 
has  been  decided,  in  a  manner  which  ac- 
quired no  difficulty  to  foresee.  If  we  ex- 
cept the  attitude  taken  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
has  not  scrupled  to  avow  his  disapprobation 
of  his  right  hnonrabk  friends^  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Kxchec^uer  and  the  Minister  for  Fo- 
reign AtTairS)  and  the  indignation,  or  rather 
the  pain  which  Lord  Hawkesbury  felt,  and 
which  he  so  clearly  manifested  to  the  House, 
v/e  cannot  discover  that  the  true  question 
was  in  any  way  entered  upon. — Was  it  up- 
on the  good  faith  of  the  ministry  that  they 
were  occupied  ?  Was  it  upon  their  fidelity 
to  their  engagements  that  they  were  ques- 
tioned ?  And  upon  the  care  with  which  they 
so  scrupulously  and  religiously  observed 
the  treaty  of  Amiens?  Upon  this  point  no 
question  was  proposed,  nor  one  word  was 
uttered.  The  debate  was  remarkable  only 
for  the  ingenuity  of  Col,  Bastard  ;  ivc  t'jant 
time  to  ygcruit  cur  atrength.  These  words, 
which  excited  no  animadversion^  completely 
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explain  the  conduct  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. Form.«r!y,  it  was  considered  as  an 
honour  to  be  faithful  to  engagements. 
Firma pads  fcedcra  was  tormerly  the  greatest 
homage  which  the  French  nation  acquired 
in  Europe.  It  is  true  that  some  ancient 
nations  bccan^e  subject  to  the  quality  of 
fcsiiif'rizga . — Punic  faith  appears  to  have 
been  bequeathed  by  the  merchants  of  Car- 
thage to  the  tr.eichants  of  England. — That 
England  bad  no  other  object  in  the  treaty 
of  Aniiens  than  to  gain  time,  is  not  the  only 
avowal  which  was  made  in  those  debates. 
Lord  Haukcsbury  told  us  in  the  discussion 
of  the  motion  on  the  mediation  of  Russia, 
that  war  was  not  the  time  for  forming  coa- 
litions with  convenience  and  advantage, 
and  that  one  object  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
was  to  prepare  a  barrier  against  the  agajran- 
discment  of  France  (i).  He  Informed  us, 
that  since  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  to  the 
present  moment,  no  effort  had  been  spared 
to  form  a  strict  alliance  with  Russia,  which 
should  have  for  its  object  no  views  of  hos- 
tility towards  any  other  power,  but  only 
measures  necessary  for  a  proper  defence  (2). 
Unfortunately  they  found  that  Russia  would 
not  consent  to  this  mmcent  proposition,  and 
war  has  therefore^  arisen. — Although  Lord 
Hawkesbury    has    thus    had    a    moinent   of 

(i)  He  must  candidly  admir,  that  one  circum- 
stance weighed  particularly  on  his  mind  with  re- 
spect to  the  conclusion  of  the  last  peace,  which, 
was  that  of  forming  a  barrier  to  the  aggrandise- 
ment of  France. 

(2)  Fiom  the  signing  of  the  treaty  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  no  elForts  have  been  wanting  on  the 
part  of  his  Mjfjcstv's  government  t»  torni  a  r.hie 
connexi'jn  with  Russia,  iiaving  for  its  b^sis  no  hos- 
tility towaids  any  power,  and  having  only  ia 
view  the  necessary  means  of  defence.  Those 
means,  have,  however,  failed;  otherwise  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  presoiu  crisis  would  not 
have  arisen, 
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candour,  we  may  believe  that  it  vvas4K;t  4a 
the  Parlitinieiu,  but  in  the  interior  of  the 
Ca  'inet  that  he  has  manifested  all  his  views. 
'  In  engaging  in  the  war,'  he  would  have 
said,  '  we  give  other  nations  a  great  exam- 
'  pie   of    provocation   which   they    may   be 

*  tempted  to  imitate.     We  weaken,  towards 

*  France,    that     senti-ncnt     of    admiration 

*  which  her  victories  have  created,  and  wc 
'   reduce  her  from  that  high   rank  to  which 

*  her  valour  and  her  successes    have  eleva 

*  ted  her.  Our  boldness  naay  awaken  re- 
'  collcc'ion,  open  wounds,  sharpen  res^nt- 
'  mcnts,  and,  peihaps,  revive  hopes.     '1  hat 

*  we  .may  not  fail  in   the  attainment  of  this 

*  great   object,   we  will    be   in  readiness    to 

*  listen  to   the    propositions  of  Russia  :  this 

*  is  not  the  moment.  Let  us  bfgin  by  of- 
'  ferii  g  to  our  sailors  an  easy  prize  of   four 

*  or    five    millions,   which   France   and    her 

*  allies   have  trusted,  in  full  security,   up"n 

*  the  sea,  milli'^ns  which  it  will  he  easv  for 

*  us  to  squeeze  our  of  them  by  a  loan 
'  when   th-yhave   effected   the  great  object 

*  of   making   the   war    popular  ;   and   then, 

*  whilst    the    gazettes    are    tilled    with   ac-r 

*  counts  o}  cur  glory,  we  shsU  have  al!  the 

*  time  that  will   be  necessary  for  bitenirig 

*  to  the  propositions  of  Russia,   to  excite, 

*  if  it    be    necesfary,   the   interposition    of 

*  sr-me  other  great  power,  and  thus,  at  the 
*•  end  of  such  an  agreeable  career  of  dcpretia- 

*  tion  and  capture,  make  such  a  new  treaty  as 

*  may  be  convenient.      It   makes   little  dif- 

*  lerence  to   us    in    this   new    arrangement, 

*  whfth'.T   we    retain   Malta    or   give    it  to 

*  Russia.     We  shall  have  made  v/ar  against 

*  France  wl;h  boldness,  and  hive  made  her 

*  p-iy  the  cost,  ^v  e  shall  have  clipped  the 
'  rising  wings  of  her  commerce  ;    v/e  shall, 

*  for  a    long  time,    have  paralysed   her  in- 

*  dustry  ;     her    commercial    cities    torn   hy 

*  the  wounds  v/hicli  v/e   ihall   have  infl.ct 
'  ed,    will   not  for  a  long   tine  dare   again 

*  to  hazard  their  inuustry  and  iheir  ca- 
'  pital   upon    the    ^ea.      Onr   preponderat- 

*  ine  aciiviry  will  then-  he  able  to  in- 
*.  suit  their  timidity.     We  shall  have  esta- 

*  blidied  a  suprcii  acy  upon  the  seas,  which 

*  France,   in  the  first  moment  of  her  pros- 

*  perity   will    dispute    with     us.' Lord 

Hawkesbury  and  the  British  Cabinet  may 
amuse  themselves  as  long  as  they  please 
witn  these  illusions.  We  are  sorry  to  draw 
them  out  from  suth  security.  They  must 
know,  hov\evcT,  as  Mr.  Burke  once  (old 
them,  //irit  ii:ar,  ihaf  Gorgdn  bii:tJmg  iviih  dart: 
and  seiyccnts^  is  net  a  coquette  to  be  sJ:o>ted  ivltk 
with  iitipur.ity.  When  Prance  luavtal peace, you 
loajited  ivar  •   ri.zv  far    k.t  France   should  iiiJ 

Jar  ivnr  ivhen  it  mny  be  a  ^^eeable  fcr you  to  v.ish 
forj.eace.—^lx'ulw^   is   more    singular  than 


\  tlie  language  of  all  those  famous  statesmen. 
One  wishes  for  a  war  vigorous  and   short; 
it  must  be   dirccled  towards  one  single  fioint^ 
another  does  not  deny  that  the  war  should 
not  be  of  long  duration.     One  regards  it  as 
mere  sport  to  chastise  France;  another  does 
not  conceal  that  it  will  cost  his  country  long 
and  painfal  sacrifices.     One  minister  wish- 
es   to   defend  the  whole  country  with  Mili- 
tia, another  .sees  safety  in  nothing  but  troops 
of  the   line.     Mr.  Pitt    is   convinced    that 
England  can  do  nolliing  cjensive\   according  to 
Mr.  Windham,  that  nation  alone  is  capable 
of  defence,  i\'J.o  is  able  to  attack.      t  here  is  no 
Englishman  oi   any  sense  who   is   not   asto- 
nished at  the  chaos  pf  contradictory  views 
and  opposite   plans.     To  e\  ery  reasonable 
man,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  the  pr<  jecta 
in  agilalion  must  appear  noihing  more  than 
tlie   coiueptions  of  despair. — It  is  strange, 
that,  auiongst  the  numerous /r/tW.;  ^/f  liberty^ 
there  are  none  who  are  alarmed  at  the  increase 
of  the  troops  of  the  line  !  Formerly,  the  whole 
country  was  readj.  to  rise  in.  arms  respect- 
ing the  simple  construction  of  barracks,  nov/ 
an  immense  army  is  voted  and   placed   at; 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown.     The  Secretary, 
of  V\^ar  cited  the  example  of  the  Americai\ 
militia,   and  of   the   French    militia  during. 
their   revoluli'ons.        Ide    might   also    havq; 
cited  La  Vendee,  and,    in   times   more  an-- 
cient,  (he  example  ot  (lie  Swiss,  and  of  the;. 
United  Piovinces.     When  the  people  are 
set  in   niotiun,  when  their  aiosi  ardent  and 
most   |;.ovverful  passions    are    roused,  they 
arc  capable  not  only  of  great  efiorts,  but  of 
miracles;   but  vJien  a  people  naturally  sluggish 
and  indolt:it,   accuitomcd  to   all  tlie  convenience  of 
opulcr.ce^  and  to  all  the  luxuries  if  ci'villzaticn,  is 
forcibly  throivn  cut  of  all  its  habits,   to  support  the 
zvhiiHs  (J  i:::nrAers ;  vJien  a  people  of  inerciianis  is 
invited  to  leave  their  counters^   and  lead  for  luhole 
years,  the  life  op'  an  hussar  or  a  pan  dour,  merely  for,. 
ihe  Jioncur  cf  possessing  a  rcch,  and  of  breaking  a 
treaty  solemnly  ratified,  ive  have  some  difficulty  in  be- 
lievrig  that  the  ministers  tcHI  attain  the  end  "^vhich 
they prpicse.  The  deputies  ti^oiTi  the  Electorate 
of  Hanover  can  now  (each  them  what  sort 
of  confidence  is  to  be  reposed  in  hasty  le- 
vies     How  foolish  are   they  who   pretend 
(o  draw  from  the  clouds  of  their  brains  that 
electric  fire  which  sometimes  forms  great 
popular    commotions.      Th.e    insurrections 
which  they  are  now  provoking,  may  perhaps, 
be  too  effectually  realised,  but  it  ivill  be  to  de- 
stroy those  Tcno  by  apoolish  war,  have  reduced  tJmn  to 
ihe  necessity  of  askm?  an  igjiominious  peace. 

Whilst  these  gr.eat  eyents  are  unfolding 
themselves,  the  occupation  of  Hanover  will 
serve  as  a  balance  t*>  the  losses  which  our 
commerce  must  ncc?s-,arily  sustain  at  the 
coaimenceinent  of  the  y/ar.     It  must  be  ^ 
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very  amusing  recreation  for  the  merchants 
of  London,  to  see  the  ships  of  France  ar- 
riving,   month  after  month,   to  enrich  their 
port.     And  it  is  but  just  that  King  George 
should  defray  from  his  own  purse  the   ex- 
penses of  this   little  amusement  which  he 
has  given    his    subjects.     It  i^  not  without 
some  difficulty  that  he  has  reconciled  him  • 
self  to  bear  these   injuries.     Protected  by 
his    floating   batteries  at  home,   he  hoped 
tliat   the  great  powers  of  Europe,   would 
have  undertaken  the  protection  of  his  con- 
tinental possessions ;  the  hundred  voices  of 
fame  seemed   to  be  the  pledges  of  their  se- 
curity.    '  Prussia,  Denmark,   and   Russia./ 
it  was  said,  '  would  never   quietly  see  the 
'  French  enter  Hanover,  and  thereby  strike 
'  all   the    North  of  Germany  with   alarm, 
'  and  violate  the   peace  of  a  country  pro- 
'  tecled  by  the  Treaty  of  Luneville.'     For 
these  considerations  al!  the  fleets  of  Russia 
were  ready  to  set  sail,  all  her  armies  were 
waiting  to  begin  their  march.      A  Prussian 
army  advanced   on   one  side ;   its  direction 
vas  knovvn^  and  its   general  was  named. 
These  rumours  were  the    most    ridiculous 
absurdities.     Jt  would   have    been   strange 
if  those  who   had   violated    the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  could  have  retrenched  themselves 
behind  that  of  Luneville  ;  it    would  ha\'e 
been  strange  if  those  who  had  declared  war 
against  the  Republics  ot  Italy  and  Holland, 
only  because  they  were  under  the  dominion 
of  the  chief  of  the  French  Republic,  could 
have  made  those  countries  respected  which 
w  ere  under  the  government  of  the  King  of 
England.     We  might  have  believed    that 
England    was    not   serious  in    proclaiming 
this  hope,  if  the  Royal  proclamation  for  a 
kvd'e  en  masse,  and  the  arrival  of  one  of  the 
sons  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  com- 
mand it,  had  not  established  the  certainty, 
The  folly  of  these  two  circumsiances  are 
requisite   to  give   the  expedition  of  Gen- 
Mortier  the  appearance  of  a  triumjjh,   by 
giving  the  capitulation  of  the  Hanoverian 
array   the   appearance  of  a   defeat.       We 
may  observe,  that  this  c.ipitulation    is  the 
same  as  that  which  was  signed  at  Clcsterse- 
vern   in    1757,   under  the  direction   of  the 
iviarechal  de  Richelieu.     It  was  then    sti- 
pulated under  the  guarantee  of  the  King  of 
Denniark,     that    the    Hanoverian    troops 
should  not  exercise  any  hostilities  until  the 
conclusion  of  the  war.     It  is  well  known 
how  that  capitulation  was  violated  after  the 
battle  of  Rosbach.     The  celebrated  Lord 
Chatham,   the  father  of  Mr.  Pitt,  decided 
that  a'^  the  King  of  England   had  not  rati-- 
fled  the  capitulation,  it  could  not  be  valid; 
and  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  decision 
that  the  Hanoveriu.ri3  went  from  thoir  lines, 
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and  went  under  the  commar.d  of  Prince 
Ferdinand  to  give  the  battle  of  Crevelt.— • 
If  the  occupation  of  Hanover,  which  the 
folly  of  the  British  government  has  com- 
pelled us  to  call  a  conquest,  possesses  but 
little  importance  as  a  military  achiev- 
ment,  it  is  at  least,  a  source  from  which 
riches  may  be  drawn.  It  is,  however,  a 
great  military  point.  It  is  a  great  thing  to 
have  acquired  fifty  leagues  more  of  that 
iron  wall,  so  truely  described  hy  Mr,  Wind- 
ham, which  now  extends  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean  to  the  Baltic,  The  r.  ar  at  present 
is  nothing  more  than  playful  pastiine. 
When  the  English  shall  have  finished  their 
game  of  capture  and  depredation,  and  the 
French  shall  have  completed  their  formic 
dablc  preparatioiis  upon  the  whole  extent 
of  therr  coast,  then  will  war  commence, 
and  a  war  wdiich  everything  declares  v.iii 

be  TEK.KICLE. 


MR.  BURKE.  S    LETTEB. 

The   following  is  the  fragment   of  the   Letter 

from  Mr.  Burke  to  Dr.  Laurence,   which  was  read 

by  the  latter,  m  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 

23d  instant,   during  the  debate  on  the  Conscript 

Bill. It  was  written  from  Batli  in  the  spring  of 

i"97>  when  an  increased  attack  of  the  writer's 
diso.der  threatened  the  fatal  termination  of  his 
valuable  life,  which  soon  after  took  place. 

My  Dear  Sir, The  very  first  relax- 
ation of  my  complaint,  which  gave  me  lci« 
Gure  and  disposition  to  attend  to  what  is 
going  on,  has  tilled  my  mind  with  many  nn' 
easy  sensations,  and  many  unpleasant  reflec- 
tions. The  fev/  of  us  who  have  protracted 
life  to  the  extreme  limits  of  our  short  period^ 
have  been  condemned  to  see  extiaordinary 
things;  new  systems  of  policy,  new  opi- 
nions, new  principle's,  and  not  only  nev.'' 
men,  but  what  might  appear  a  new  species 
of  men.  I  believe,  ih:U  ihey  who  lived  40 
years  ago  (if  the  internrediate  space  of  time 
were  expunged  from  their  memory)  could 
hardly  credit  their  senses,  when  they  lieard 
from  the  highest  authority,  that  an  army  of 
200,000  men  was  kept  up  in  this  island  ;  th^t 
in  the  neighbouring  isJand  there  were  at  least 
fourscore  thousand  more;  but  when  he 
should  hear  of  this  army,  which  has  not  its 
parallel,  what  must  be  his  astonishment  to 
hear,  that  it  was  kept  up  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  an  inert  and  pnssive  defence  ;  and 
that  in  its  far  greater  part,  it  was  disab  ed 
by  its  constitution  and  very  essence,  from 
defending  us  against  an  enemy  by  any  one 
preventive  stroke,  or  any  operation  of  active 
hostility.  What  must  his  reflection  be  oa 
I  i  2 
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hearing,  that  a  fleet  of  500  men  of  war,  the 
best  appointed,  and  to  <he  full  as  ably  com- 
manded, as  this  country  ever  had  upon  the 
sea,  was  for  the  greater  part  employed  in  ac- 
ting upon  the  same  system  of  unenterprising 
defente.  What  must  his  sentiments  be, 
who  remembers  the  former  energy  of  Eng- 
land, when  he  is  given  to  understand  that 
these  two  Island-?,  with  their  extensive,  and 
every  where  vulnerable  sea  coast,  should  be 
considered  as  a  garrison  sea  town  ?  AVhat 
would  he  think  if  the  garrison  of  so  strange 
a  fortress,  should  be  such  as  never  to  make 
a  sally;  and  that,  contrary  to  all  that  has 
been  hitherto  seen  in  war,  an  infinitely  in- 
ferior army  may  with  safety  besiege  this  su- 
perior garrison,  and  without  hazarding  the 
life  of  a  man,  ruin  the  garrison  and  the  place, 
merely  by  the  menaces  and  fi^lse  appearances 
of  an  attack  ?  What  must  his  surprise  be 
upon  finding,  that  with  the  increases  of 
trade,  and  balances  unknown  before,  and 
with  less  outgoing  than  at  any  former  time, 
the  public  credit  should  labour,  even  to  the 
edge  of  a  bankruptcy,  that  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  the  security  of  their  property, 
should  lessen  in  proportion  as  all  the  appa- 
rent means  of  their  safety  are  augmented  ? 
The  last  partof  this  dreadful  paradox  is  to  be 
solved  but  by  one  way,  this  is,  by  an  obscure 
undefined  sense  which  the  people  entertain, 
that  the  apparent  means  of  thtlr  safety  are 
not  real,  nor  well  understood,  and  that  they 
confide  in  their  govern raei>',  more  from 
their  opinion  that  some  sort  of  government 
should  be  supported,  than  from  a  conviction 
that  the  m.eastires  taken  by  the  existing  go- 
vernment for  the  public  safety,  are  rational 
or  well  adapted  to  their  end.  Had  it  pleased 
God  to  continue  to  me  even  the  late  weak 
remains  of  my  strength,  I  purposed  to  make 
this  the  subject  of  a  letter,  which  I  intended 
to  address  to  a  brother  member  of  your's 
upon  the  present  state  of  affairs  :  but,  as  I 
may  never  be  able  to  finish  it,  I  regard  this 
matter  of  defence  as  so  much  the  most  im- 
portant (if  all  considerations  at  this  moment, 
that  it  supersedes  all  concfrn  of  my  bodily 
and  mental  weakness,  and  urges  me  by  an 
impulse  I  cannot  resist,  to  spend  at  least,  my 
last  breath  in  laying  before  you  some  part  of 
tlie  anxious  thoughts  with  which  I  have  been 
oppressed,  and  which  inore  than  any  bodily 
distemper,  has  sunk  me  to  the  condition  m 
which  you  knovv  I  am.  I  h;iv-  no  hand  to 
write,  but  I  a:n  able  to  dictate  from  the  brd 
on  which  1  pass  my  ntglits  nnd  dnys.  Vv"h:it 
I  say  m.iy  have  no  Vvci^ht,  but  ii.  is  possible 
that  it  may  tend    to    put  othrr  men  of  more 
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pleasing  ei.her  to  the  great  or  the  multi- 
tude ;  but  looking  back  on  my  past  public 
life,  though  not  without  many  faults  and 
errors,  I  have  never  made  many  sacrifices  to 
the  favour  of  the  great,  or  to  the  humours 
of  the  people.  I  never  remember  more  than 
two  instances,  in  which  I  have  given  way  to 
popularity,  and  those  two  are  the  things  of 
which,  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  vovr 
at  the  end  of  it,  1  have  the  most  reason  to 
repent.  Such  has  been  the  habit  of  my  pub- 
lic life,  even  when  individual  favour  and 
popular  countenance,  might  be  plausibly 
presented  to  me  as  the  means  of  doing  my 
duty  the  more  effectually.  But  now,  alas! 
Of  what  value  to  me  are  all  those  helps  or 
ail  those  impedirnents  ?  When  the  damp 
chill  sweat  of  death  already  begins  to  glaze 
our  visage,  of  what  moment  is  it  to  us,  whe- 
ther the  vain  breath  of  man  blows  hot  or 
cold  upon  it .'  But  our  duties  to  rnen  are 
not  extinguished  with  our  regard  to  their 
opinions.  A  country  which  has  been  dear 
to  us  from  our  birth,  ought  to  be  dear  to  us, 
as  from  our  entrance,  so  to  our  final  exit 
from  tlie  stage  upon  v.hich  we  have  been 
appointed  to  act ;  and  in  the  career  of  the 
duties  v.hich  must  in  part  be  enjoyments  of 
our  new  existence,  how  can  we  better  start, 
and  from  what  more  proper  post,  than  the 
performance  of  those  duties  which  have 
made  occupations  of  the  first  part  of  thq 
course  allotted  to  us? 

PUBLIC  PAPERS. 

A'o/f. —  Presenied  hy  Mr.  Lhton  to  Citizen  Vander  Goa^ 
ijtcret^iry  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated  Hague^ 
May  -24,    1803. 

Sir, — isy  order  of  my  Court,  I  bfg  you  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Batavian  Government  the  follo^vlng 
considerations: — The  King  is  animated  with  the 
most  erncst  liesiie  that  tlie  new  war  winch  has 
just  lirokcn  out,  shall  not  extend  to  the  countiics 
connected  witli  France;  and  that  it  sliall  not  inr 
volve  in  its  calamities  nations  which  have  had  no 
p^rt  in  the  events  that  have  given  lise  to  it.  His 
Maiesty,  hov/cver,  cannot  adopt  towards  the  Ba- 
tavian republic  the  conduct  which  such  sentiments 
would  dictate  to  him,  unless  the  French  Govern- 
ment" is  disponed  to  adopt  an  analogous  system. — 
It  France  will  confent  to  withdraw  immediately 
her  troops  from  the  teiritoryof  tlie  republic;  if 
slie  will  release  tiie  Batavian  goveinment  from 
the  obligation  of  furnishing  any  succours  whatever 
bv  land  or  sea  ;  if,  in  short,  she  will  permit  the 
republic  to  observe  a  sincere  and  perfect  neutra- 
iitv  during  the  continuance  of  the  war;  His  Ma- 
jesty Will  engage  on  his  side  to  adheie  with  scru- 
piii'')US  exdctoc^-s  to  a  reciprocal  neutrality,  and 
in  th;)t  case  the  vesstls  which  may  have  been  pro- 
visionailv  detained,  shall  be  immediately  released. 
Hut  if  unhappily  the  First  Consul  persists  in  de- 
termining to  occupy  the  Batavian  teriiiory,  and 
to  c'invert  the  resources  of  the  country  into  means 
of  h.oMility  and  attack,  upon  Great  Biitain,  His 
.Vjajesry  v.'iil  leel  himstlf  foiced,  by  what  he 
ovvc^  to  the  jafity  oi  h!,i  temtories,  and  the  deal  est 
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interests  of  his  people,  to  recur  to  those  measures 
•which  FioVidencc  has  placed  in  his  hands  to  trus- 
tratc  tlie  designs  of  his  enemies. — It  will,  how- 
ever, he  with  a  sentiment  of  the  deepest  regret 
tliat  the  King  will  sec  the  Batdvian  government 
involved  in  a  wnr,  which  must  be  as  little  con- 
formable to  their  intentions  as  to  those  of  His 
Majesty  himself. — Receive,  Sir,  the  aisuranccs  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

Hague,   May  24,  1803.  R.  Liston. 

Order  of  Wis  Britannic  Mnjesty  in  Council,  for  making 

Reprisals  on  the   Batuvia/i  Republic,  dated  June  16, 

1903. 
At  '.he  Court  at  Windsor,  the  r6th  of  June,  1803, 

present,  the  KING'S  Most  Eicclleot  Majesty  in 

Council. 

Whereas  His  Majesty's  most  anxious  endeavours 
to  preserve  neutrality  and  peace  between  His  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Buaviin  repiihlic  have  tailed,  aod 
the  Batavian  republic  has  become  engaged  in  mea- 
siues  of  hostility  against  His  Mrijesty  and  his 
subjects;  His  Majesty,  therefore,  is  pleased,  by 
and  with  the  advice  ot  his  Privy  Council,  to  or- 
der, and  it  is  hereby  orrlcrcd,  thdt  getjcral  rcpri- 
saU  be  granted  against  the  ships,  goods,  and  sub- 
jects of  the  Batavian  republic,  so  that  as  well  His 
Majesty's  Fkets  and  Ships,  as  also  all  other  ships 
and  vessels  that  shall  lie  commissionated,  by  let- 
ters of  niMiqut,  or  general  reprisals,  or  otherwise, 
by  His  Majcstv's  romniissioners  for  executing  the 
oifice  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  shall 
and  may  lawfully  seize  all  ships,  vessels,  and 
goods  belonging  to  ihe  Batavian  reiiublic,  or  to 
any  persons  being  subjects  of  the  Batavian  repub- 
lic, or  inhabiting  within  any  of  the  territories  of 
the  BatKvian  republic,  and  bring  the  same  to 
judgment  in  such  couits  of  admiralty  within  His 
Majesty's  dominions,  as  shall  be  duly  commis- 
sionated  to  take  cognizance  thereof:  and  to  that 
end,  His  Majesty's  advocate-general,  with  the 
advocate  of  the  admiralty,  are  forthwith  to  pre- 
pare the  draft  of  a  commission,  and  present  the 
same  to  His  Majesty  at  this  Board,  authorizing 
the  commissioners  for  executing  the  oflice  of  lord 
high  admiral,  or  any  person  or  persons  by  them 
empowered  and  appointed,  to  issue  forth  and 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals  to  any  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  or  others  whom  the  said 
commissioneis  shall  deem  fitly  qualilied  in  that 
behalf,  f.ir  the  apprehcndins;,  seizing,  and  taking 
the  ships,  vessels,  and  guo;!s  belonging  to  the  Bata- 
vian republic,  or  to  any  persons  being  siibjic  is  ot  the 
Batavian  republic,  or  inhabiting  within  ai.y  of  ilie 
territories  of  the  Batavian  republic  ;  and  that 
such  powers  and  clauses  be  iooerted  in  tlie  said 
commission,  as  have  been  usual,  and  are  accord- 
ing to  former  precedents:  and  His  Majesty's  said 
advocate-geacr;;!,  v;ith  tlie  ad'/ocate  or  the  admi- 
ralty, are  also  forthv.'ith  to  prepare  tlie  draft  of  a 
comniissiou,  and  present  tae  same  to  His  Ma- 
jesty at  this  Board,  authorizing  the  said  commli- 
tiouers  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  ad- 
miral, to  v^ill  and  require  the  Higli  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty of  Great  Britain,  f^.nd  the  Lieutenant  and 
Judge  of  the  said  Court,  his  suriogaic  or  suno- 
gatc£,  as  al.-o  the  several  Courts  of  Admiralty 
witliin  his  Majesty's  dominions  which  shall  be 
duly  conmissionatcd  to  take  cognizance  of,  and 
judicially  proceed  upon  all  and  ail  niannei  of  cap- 
lures,  seizures,  prizes,  and  reprisal  of  all  ships 
aad  goods  that  are  or  shall  Le  made,  and  to  hcai 
and  determine  the  same,  and  according  to  the 
course  ot  Admiralty  and  the  Laws  of  Nations,  to 
fedjiidj;e  anj  cvj.Uciaa  ili  sucii  shipi,  vessels,  aud 


goods  as  shall  belong  to  tha  Batavian  Republic, 
or  to  any  persons  being  subjects  ot  the  Batavian 
Republic,  or  inhibiting  within  any  ot  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Batavian  Republic  ;  and  that  such 
powers  and  clauses  be  inserted  in  the  said  Com- 
mission as  have  been  usual,  and  are  according  to 
former  precedents  ;  and  they  are  likewise  to  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  his  Majesty  at  this  board  a 
draft  of  such  instructions  as  may  be  proper  to  be 
sent  to  the  said  several  Courts  of  Admiralty  in 
his  Majesty's  Foreign  Governments  and  Planta- 
tions for  their  guidance  herein  ;  as  also  another 
draft  of  insructions  for  such  ships  as  shall 
Lc  conir.iissio..aitd  fur  the  purpo.ics  above-men* 
tioncd. 

Friim  the  Court   at  Windsor,   the   sixteenth  day 
of    June,    one   thousand    eight    hundred    and 

thiee. B.diuard, — Ernat, — Adolf hus    Fnde- 

rick, —  I'Feitm'irelitrid,  C.    P.   S. — Peihun:.,- — Cuitk" 
rctisk, — J.  H.  Addin^t<jn, 


FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Circular  Letter  from  Chaptnl,  M'fiistcrcf  the  Interior j 
dated  Paris,  June  If,  18C3. 
In  the  actual  State  of  France,  and  with  the  kind 
of  enemy  that  we  have  to  combat,  French  brave  ry 
must  remain  inactive  on  the  brink  of  the  ocean, 
if  trumerous  vessels  do  not  furnish  it  the  mears 
of  attacking  its  enemy. it  is  then  to  the  build- 
ing of  vessels  that  all  your  elTorts  ought  to  be  di- 
ttcteJ  ;  Commerce,  Agriculture,  Industry,  will 
sutTer  the  less  for   tire   execution  being  the  more 

prompt ;\  Fiat-Boat,   of   the  first   class,  will 

cost  30, OGO  francs  ;  that  of  the  second,  from  18  to 
30,000  ;  and   that  of  the  third,    from   4   to   6000 

francs. Two    ftet    of    water   are   sufficient    to 

float  a  boat  unarmed  ;  thus  tiiere  are  few  places 
that  may  not  execute  an  undertaking  of  this  kind, 

These  Boats  will  bear  the  name  of  the  cities 

or  departments  that  shall  build  them.  The  Go- 
vernment will  accept  with  saiisfaction  from  a  ship 

of  the  line  to   ihe  smallest  transport  boat. If, 

by  a  movement  as  rapid  as  general,  each  depart- 
ment, each  Lirge  city,  will  cover  their  stocks  with 
boats,  then  the  French  army  v.'ill  go  and  dictate 
laws  to  the  British  Government,  and  establish  the 
repose  of  Europe,  the  liberty  and  prosperity  of 
commerce,  on  the  only  basis  that  can  casuie  their 
duiatioii. CiiAi'TAL. 

jlrrete  of  the  First  Consul,  prohibiting  the  Importation  of 
British  Merchandi-z.e.  Dated  Paris,  June  'ZQ,  1803. 
Alt.  1.  Dating  from  the  publication  of  the  pre- 
sent dcriee,  there  shall  not  be  received  in  the  ports 
ot  the  Pvcpublic  any  colonial  produce  coming  from 
the  English  colonics,  nor  any  merchandize  coming 
directly  or  indirectly  from  England.  In  conse- 
quence, all  colonial  produce  or  merchandise  com- 
ing  from   thi;   Englisfi  manutactories   or   English 

colonies   shall    be  confiscated. a.  Neutral  ihips 

destined  for  the  ports  of  the  Republic,  shall  be 
furnished  wiib  a  certificate  of  delivery  fiom  the 
Commisiary  or  Agent  ot  Commercial  Relations  of 
the  Republic  at  the  port  of  e.ul^ai  kation,  which 
certificate  shall  nicution  the  name  of  the  ship  and 
the  captain,  the  iiatute  of  the  caivo,  the  nuail-.cr 
of  the  crew,  and  the  destination  of  the  vessel  ;  ia 
that  declaration,  the  Commissary  sliall  certify  that 
he  his  seen  ihe  loading  completed  uiiaer  his  in- 
spection, and  that  the  mcrchandiz,e  is  not  EngliiU 
nianuiacture,  and  does  not  come  from  Engla.id, 
nor  from  hrr  colonies.  A  dujilicatt  of  th»t  de- 
claration shall  be  sent  tO  tlic  Minister  of  ihe  In- 
tcnoi  by  tht;  Coiamissaiy  of  tlit  Rcjiicbljc,  on  tue 
ii  6 
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div  of  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  • 3.  The   cip- 

tain,  wlio,  through  fo'-getfnhicbs  ot  the  form  or 
through  change  ot  destination,  shall  not  be  fur- 
nished with  a  similar  declaration,  shall  not  be  ad 
mittetl  into  the  ports  ot  the  Rcpu'ilic,  but  n^on 
coi  dition  of  loading  in  return  I'ltnch  mai;utac- 
turcs  equal  in  value  to  the  .imouni  of  his  cargo. 
The  Director  ol  the  Customs  shall  send  to  the 
Prefect  of  the  Department  the  statement  of  his 
cargo,  and  that  of  the  merchjiidise  taken  in  re- 
turn. Upon  that  staiement,  the  Prefect  shall  de- 
liver 2  permit  of  departure   from  tlie  port. /j. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior,  of  Foreign  AfTairs, 
and  ot  Finance,  are  charged  with  the  execution  of 
tlie  pie^ent  decree. — Buonas-akte. 

J^nierican  Consvlizle,  London,  June 'i,'] ,  1S03< 
t5y  an  aircte  ot  the  French  Government,  of  I 
IWessidor  (June  20th),  no  American  vessels  are 
permitted  to  cany  merchandise  of  any  kind,  di- 
rectly or  indiiectly,  from  this  country  ta  any  port 
of  the  llepul'Jic.  A^nd  all  Briti.'^h  manufactures, 
or  British  colonial  pioduce,  so  carried,  will  be  sub- 
ject to  confiscation. 

PARLIAMEWTAKY  MI  N  U  TES, /ro?H  p.  g\5, 

Tueiday,June  14. LORDS. — Bills  from  Com- 
mons read. — Committee  on  Clyrgy  Non-Residence 
Bill.  After  some  debate  between  Lords  Caernar- 
von, Ellcnborough,  and  Aittkland,  Bis.hops  of 
Nor-.vich,  Durham,  Oxfoid,  and  St.  Asaph,  Duke 
of   R.ichmond,  and  Lord  Chancellor,  some  clauses 

agreed  to,   and  some  postponed. — Adjourned. 

COMMONS. — Third  report  Highland  Committee 
laid  on  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. — Bill  for 
incorporating  a  C.)mpany  to  supply  London  with 
Fish  read  second  time,  and,  alter  some  conversa- 
tion, refetred  to  a  Committee. — Report  on  Budget, 
after  some  debate  between  Lord  Folkstone,  and 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  brought  up  and 
read.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice  of 
asking  leave  to  bring  in  bills  grounded  on  the  re- 
solutions  ;  also,  for  consolidation  of  Excise,  to- 
jnorrow,  and  army  tstraordinaries,  Friday. — Or- 
ders of  the  day  disposed  of. — .Adjourned. 

F/cincsdc.y.Jur.e  ij. LOR.DS. — Counsel  heard 

in  appeal  Thelluson  ■:■,  Woodford.     Postponed  till 

Alonday. Southampton    Ordnance     Bill    from 

Commons  read. —  Exchequer  Bills  bill  read  second 
time,  and  committed  fur  to-morrow. — Committee 
on  Foote's  Divorce  Bill,  report  ordered  to-morrow. 

—  r.ills    on   table   forwarded. Adjourned. 

COMMONS  --Repoit  on  Malicious  Shooting  Bill, 
To  be  read  third  time  to-morrow. — —Report  on 
Irish  Ship  Burning  Bill.  Ordered  to  be  printed  and 
r.ad  third  time  Monday. — Papers  laid  before  the 
House  on  Income  Duty  of  1802,  f)rdercd  to  he 
printed. — Accounts  respecting  the  importation  of 
various  articles  liom  179J  to  iScj.  Ordered. — 
Bill  for  suspension  of  Navigation  Act  read  third 
X  me  and  committed  for  to  morrow. — Leave  grant- 
ed to  bring  in  Bill  indemnifying  certain  persons 
ill  Ireland.  — Committee  Ways  ai;d  Means.  Agreed 
that  certain  charges  lelativc  to  the  Militia  ot  Ire- 
land be  detrayed  uut  oi  the  Land  lari  and  Conso- 
lidated I'und  of  that  coimtry.  I'ostponed  till  Fri- 
day.— Irish  Budget  postponed  till  Monday. — Ttti- 
tions  against  Woollen  Manufactures  bill  present- 
ed.— Committee  on  Bribery  Owih  r.ill.  Ktport  to- 
ntorrow.  Ordnance  Lands  Kill  p^,•■,sed. — Militia 
Transfer  Bill  reported  and  ordered  for  third  read- 
ing to-morrov/.  Committee  on  report  concerning 
Highlands  of  Scotland.  Moved  thai  ^20, coo  be 
granted   lor  ruaking   I^oads   and  Bridges   in  Scot- 


land.  -Cmmittte  on  Consolidation   of  Excise, 

Report  ordered  to-morrow. —  Report  of  Commit- 
tee on  East  India  Shipping  Kill  agreed  to.  Bill  or- 
deed  tor  third  reading  to-morrow. — Bill  for  rais- 
ing 12,000,000  1.  tor  service  ot  the  year,  on  Annu- 
ities, brought  UD,  read  and  urdered  for  .second 
reading  to-morrmv. — Bill  for  granting  certain  du- 
ties on  ExportSi  'mpurts,  and  Tonnage  brought 
up,  read  and  otdrred  tor  second  reading  xo  mor- 
rov.'.  —  Committee  ou  Custom  Consolidation  Bill  — 
Adjourned, 

Thunday,  June  i6. LORDS. — Committee    on 

Exchequer  Bills  bill.—-  Committee  on  Chandos 
Peerage.  Resolved,  "  That  Rev.  Mr.  Brydgcs  has 
"  not  made  good  his  claim." — Committee  on  Cler- 
gy Non  ResTdence  Bill.  Amendments  proposed 
aiirl  new  claus-es  added. Adjourned. COM- 
MONS.— Mr.  Coke  of  Nottnigham  took  his  seat. — • 
Committee  on  Act  of  /]2d  ot  the  King  res|)tci!ng 
Work-houses.  Leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  said  Act. — Committee  on  Irish  Pursonage 
Bill.     Amendments  agreed  tc),  after  some   debate 

and   report    to    be  received  to-morrow.   Leave 

given  to  bring  in  Bill  concerning  Scotch  Roads  —- 
Woollen  manufacturers  Bill  postponed  to  this  day 
sc'nnight. — Malicious   Shooting,   liish  Ship  Burn- 

jiig,   and   Militia  Transfer  Bills  passed. Scotch 

Militia  Bill  read  and  ordered  for  second  reading 
to-morrow. — East  India  Shipping  Bill  rcadthiid 
time  and  sent  to  Lords. — Leave  given  to  bring  in 
Bill  re.<;pecting  the  mercantile  interest. — Mr.  Whit- 
bread  moved  for  copies  of  ihe  minutes  and  evi- 
dence taken  at  the  dock-yards,  during  the  late  vi- 
sit of  the  Commissioners;  and  also  of  theli  corre- 
spondence with  the  navy  and  victualing  boards. 
Alter  some  debate  between  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Capt,  Markhani,  Sirs  VV.  Elfotd,  C.  Pole, 
A.Hammond,  and  F.  Baring,  Messrs.  Courtney, 
Bastard,  Harvey,  and  Sheridan,  Admiral  Berkley, 
and  the  Attorney  General,  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn.— Leave  given  to  bring  in  Bills  to  restrain 
the  issuing  of  small  notes  in  Ireland,  to  regulate 
the  Corn  trade  between  Ireland  and  England,  and, 
to  transfer  seamen  in  the  militia  of  Ireland  to  the 
navy.  Bill  for  granting  duties  on  Exports,  &c. 
and  Loan  Bill  read  second  time,  and  ordered  for 
(liird  reading  to-morrow. — Orders  of  day  disposed 
of. — Adjourned. 

S.iturAay,  June    18 LOPvDS. — Committee  oji 

Clergy  Non-Residence  Bill.  Considerable  debate 
took  place  and  various  amendments  were  propo- 
sed. The  speakers  were  the  Bishops  of  St.  Asaph, 
London,  Oxford,  and  Durham,  Lords  Alvanley  and 
Auckland,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Report  or- 
dered Monday. — Lord  Hobart  presented  the  fol- 
lov/ing  message. 

**  George  K. — His  Majesty  thinks  it  proper  to 
"  acquaint  the  House  of  Lords,  that  for  the  more 
"  effectual  delencc  of  the  United  Kingdom  against 
"  the  avowed  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  fur  the 
"  purpose  of  providing  such  means  as  niay  be  best 
"  calculated  for  a  vignious  prosecution  of  the 
•'  war,  his  Majesty  deems  it  important  that  a  large 
"  additional  force  should  be  foithwith  raised  and 
"  assembled.— His  Majesty  recommends  this  sub- 
"  ject  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships, 
"  and  relics  with  confidence  on  their  zeal  and 
"  public  spirit,  that  they  will  adopt  sueh  mea- 
"  sures  as  upon  this  occasion  shall  appear  to 
"  them  to  be  most  effectual,  and  for  carrying 
"  the  same  into  execution  with  the  least  possible 

"  delay." "  G.  R," — Ordered  to  be  taken  into 

consideration  on  Monday.- — Adjourned, *.  OM- 

MONS  — Irish  Indemnity  and  Militia  Olhccr  bill 
read  second  tiiut  and  committed  for  Mo  .u.i    — — • 
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Excise  Duty  Bill  read  and  ordered  for  second  read- 
ing Monday— Report  oi  Committee  of  Supply  oa 
Army  Extraoidinaries  agreed  to — Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  delivered  a  riessage  from  his  Ma- 
jesty (see  J>oicls)  which  was  committed  for  P.Ton- 
day. — Tax  on  Property  Bill,  after  some  observa- 
tions, read  second  time  and  committed  for  Mon- 
day.—  Adjournetl. 

Mor,d:,y,J':ie   20. LORDS.— Counsel    heard 

in  appeal  Thelluson  v.  Woodford'^ — Surveys  of 
Highlands  of  Scotland  laid  on  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.— Lord  Hobart  conckuled  a  long  speech 
by  moving  "  an  address  thanking  h's  Majesty,  for 
•'  his  gracious  message;  that  this  Houf^e  will 
•'  cheerfully  concur  with  his  Majesty  in  adopting 
*'  additional  measures  for  the  security,  and  for- 
"  w,od  the  same  to  the  utmost  of  its  extent  and 
"  abilities."  After  much  debate  between  H.  R.  H. 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  Lords  tirO'  venor,  Caernar- 
von, SiiiFolk,  Catlislc,  Moira,  Mulgrsve,  Limeiick, 
Fitzwilliam,  Grenville,  and  ShcSHeld,  and  thel-ord 
Chancellor,  and  Duke  of   Richmond,  the  motion 

was    unanimously  agreed    to. -\rijourned. 

COMMONS. —  Petition   presentcil   against   Cotton 

Manufacturers    Bill. Committee  on  tlie  King's 

Messaje.  The  Secretary  at  War,  after  a  speech  m 
which  he  detailed  a  plan  for  Military  Conscrip- 
tion, mored  an  address  similar  to  that  in  the  Lords, 
which  was  carried  unanimously.  He  also  moved, 
•'  that  bills  be  brought  in  for  raising,  in  the  most 
*'  fpeedy  and  efficacious  manner,  an  additional 
"  force  for  ihe  security  and  protection  of  the 
^'  realm,"  A  long  debate  ensued  between  Mr. 
Windham,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Pitt,  Cols.  Bastard  and  Wood,  Sir  W.  Young,  and 
the   Secretary    at    Waf.     Motion    carried,   and    a 

Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  the  Bill. In 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Cony  moved 
certaiti  new  taxes  for  li"eland.  —  Bill  for  taxing  pro- 
perty read  in  Committee,  and  reported. — Highland 
Road  Bill,  and  Irish  Militia  Transfer  Bill  read  se- 
cond time. —  Adjourned. 

Tursday,  June    2i. LOUDS. — —Several    Bills 

brought  from  Commons. — Justice  of  Peace  regu- 
lation Bill  read  second  time. — 'Bills  on  table  for- 
warded.'—  Adjourned. COMMONS. Leave 

granted  to  bring  in  a  b.ill  to  extend  the  limits  of 
the  Southern  \\  hale  Fish.ery. — Petition  presented 
against  London  Fishing  Company  Bill. — Irish  Corn 
iJill  reported  and  ordered  for  third  reading. — Re- 
port of  Committee  on  London  Port  Bill  ordered 
to-morrow. — Irish  Indemnity  Bill  and  Subaltern 
Officers  Bill  reported  and  ordered  for  third  reading 
to-mortow. — Report  of  Militia  Pay  Bill  postponed 

till  Friday. Jvliiitia  Adjutant  Bill    read    second 

lime    and    committed    for    Friday.-^ Reports 

of     Committee     on     Medicine    Duty    Bill,     and 

on  Irish   Seamen   Kill,   ordered  to-morrov/. 

Irish    Parsonage   Rill     passed. Scutch     Bridge 

.  Bill  postponed Property  Tax  Bill   and  Scotch 

IWanulactory  Bill  read  second  time  and  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. — Assessed  Tax  Conso- 
lidation Bill  postponed. — Excise  Duty  Consohda- 

tioa    Bdl    committed. Motion    to    commit    St. 

James's  Woikhouse  bill,  after  much  conversation, 
negatived.  — On  motion  of  Mr.Calcraft  an  account 
of  the  number  of  Shipping,  employed  by  the  Last- 
India  Company.  Ordered  —Report  of  Committee 
on  Irish  Budget  brought  up,  and  bills  founded  on 
the  resolutions  ordered  to  be  brought  in. Ad- 
journed. 

lV(d-ciday,Junei%. LORDS.— Billf  on   table 

forvvariJed. — Several  bills  brought  from  Commons. 
— Loan  Bill  and  sonve  other  bills  which  were  or- 
dered for  commitmcut,  passed   through  commit- 


tees and  ordered  to  be   reporfed   to-morrow. Ow 

the  question  of  receiving  the  report  of  the  Clergy 
Non  Residence  Bill,  some  discus.sion  took  place 
between  Lords  Grenville^  Alvanley,  Roslin,  Auck- 
land, Grosvenor,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
the  Bishops  ot  London  and  St.  .\saph.  The  Re- 
port was  then  received  and  some  amen  Iments 
agiccd  to,  when  the  consideration  was  postponed 

till   to-morrow.  —  Adjourned. COMMONS.— 

Lord  Stopford  reported  that  his  Majesty  had  iTiade 
a  most  gracious  ansv.'cr  to  the  address  agreed  up  jl 
on  Saturday.-^ — Foote's  Divorce  Hill  read. — Reiiirt 
of  the  Committee  on  the  petitions  of  the  Iri^h 
Tanners  brought  up  and  cemimitted. —  Mighland 
Road  Bill  postponed. — Irish  Militia  Transfer  Bill 
bi  ought  up  and  ordered  for  thiid  reading  to-mor- 
row—Assessed  Tax  Bill  recomn.it ted,  and  report 
ordered  fur  Monday. — Militia  Subaltern  Bill  pass.- 
ed. —  New  Levy  l;ill  brought  up  and  read  first 
time. — Ixeport  of  Additional  Customs  Kill  btought 
up,  ajireed  to,  and  bill  otdered  for  third  reading 
to-moriow. — — Commiiice  on  Personitl  Property 
Kill,  repoi  t  ordered  for  Tuesday.— Report  of  Me- 
dicine Dvity  Bill  brought  up,  agreed  to,  and  bill 
ordered  f.^r  third  reading  to-morrow. —  Report  Of 
Excise  Consolidation   Bill    brought    up,  agreed  to, 

and  Bill  ordered  for  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Committee  on  Assessed  Tax  Bill,  report  brought 
up  and  bill  ordered  ts  be  printed. — Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  report  ordered  for  to-morrow. 
— English  and  Irish  Corn  Bill  passed.  —  Orders  of 
the  day  disposed  of. — Adjc^urned. 

Ihuisd.iy,  June  25. LORDS. — Counsel   heard 

in  '!  hcHuson  v.  Woodford  :  cause  postponed  tilt 
iith  July,  when  the  judges  aic  to  give  their  opi- 
nions.—Committee  on  Bribery  Oath  Bill. — Com- 
mittee on  justice  of  the  Peace  Regulation  Bill, 
re-committed  for  to-morrow. — Committee  on  Cler- 
gy Non-Residence  Bill,  report  ordered  for  to-mor- 
row.—Adjourned.  —  COMMONS.— Edward  Mor- 
ris, Esq.  took  his  seat  for  Newport  Cornwall. — Sun- 
dry accounts  ot  East  India  shipping  l^iid  on  tabic 
— VVo(jllen  Clothiers  Kill  post[)oncd. — Committee 
on  Highland  Bridge  Bill,  report  ordered  for  to- 
morrow.—  Leave  granted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  in- 
creasing the  number  of  Militia  Offi.eis.  Bill 
brought  in,  read,  and  ordered  f  .r  second  reading 
to  morrow. — Army  of  Reserve  Bill,  after  a  long 
debate  between  Messrs.  Calcrah,  Sheridan,  and 
I'.llioi,  Sir  G.  Heathcote,  the' Secretary  at  War, 
Messrs.  Pitt,  and  Windham,  Lord  Ca.stieteagh,  Sir 
E.  Cofite,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exciiequer,  and 
Sir  W.  Geary,  was  committed,    read    second  time 

and  ordered  for  Monday. Message  from  Loids 

stating  their  assent  to  several  liills. — Committee 
on  Assessed  Tax  Consolidation  Bill,  report  oidered 
for   to-morrow. — Committee  on  Irish  Corn  Trade 

Bill. Irish  Militia  Transfer  Bill   and  Medicine 

Duty  Bill  passerl. — Additional  Excise  >!ill  read  se- 
cond time,  andi  committed  lor  to-morrcw. — Orders 
of  the  day  postponed.  —Adjourned. 

Frid,iy,Ju>ic  24. —  LORDS. — Roya!  assent  given 
to  47  bills. —  Several  bills  brought  from  Commons 
and  read  first  time. — Bills  on  tilde  forwarded.—- 
Clergy  Non  Residence  Bill  passed,  after  coRsiuer- 
able  debate  and  some  ameoiiment. — Adjou.ned.— 

COMMONS. Southern  Whale  Fish.ery  Bill  read 

second   time. Highland  Road  Fill  reported  and 

amendments  agreed  to.  —  East  India  Dock  Bill  le- 
comniitted  for  Monday.  —  Horse-hide  Bill  pa.ssed. 
Message  from  Lords  agreeing  to  Bribe  ry  Oath  Bill. 
— Repoit  of  Committee  on  Assessed  Taxes  agreed 

to  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in. Militia 

Officers  Bill  read  second  lime  and  conimitttd  'or 
Monday. — Accounts  conccrniug  Exchequirr  Bills 
I  i  4 
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Orderc(^ — In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that 
l,o:;2,^';;,/.  6s.  SJ,  be  raised  by  lottfry.  After 
sonic  debate  between  Mr.  Babujgton,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Messrs.  W.  Smith,  Wilberforce, 
"Vansitt^rt,  and  Corry,  motion  carried.  Report 
ordered  for  Monday. Real  property  Bill  post- 
poned till  Tuesday  and  personal  till  Monday. 
Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the  Kxci'.e 
Duty  l;ill,  between  Mr.  Plummer,  Mr.  Kinn<;iid, 
Ch.incellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  J.  St.  Clair  Krs- 
kine,  Mr  Corry,  Lord  A.  Hamilton,  Mr.  W.  Dun- 
das,  Mister  of  the  Rolls,  Secrccaiy  at  War,  Mr. 
Vansittart,  and  scveial  other  members. — Custom 
consoliriati'in  and  Excise  consolidation  Bills  pars- 
ed.— Orders  of  the  dnv  disposed  of. —  Adjourned. 

Monday,  June  27 LORDS. — Counsel   heard 

M'Lcan  TA  Bethune. — Several  bills  biought  from 
Commons. — Bills  on  table  forwarded.— Highland 
Road  Bill  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. — Com- 
mittec  on  Justices  Regulation  Bill.  — Private  busi- 
ness disposed  of.— Adjourned. COMMON^S  — 

Papers    relative   to   prizes    re-ordcrcd. —  Accounts 

relative  to  Freeholders  in  Iieland  presented. 

Southern  Whale  Fishery  Bill  and  Militia  Officers 
Bill  read  second  time  and  comn'itted  for  to-mor- 
row.—'—  Petition  fiom  the  Clothiers  of   Yorkshire 

presented  against   the  Woollen  Bill. Report  of 

Cotiniinee  on  Lotccty  brought  up,  agreed  to,  and 
bill  oidercd  to  be  hiouglu  in. — Comidcrahle  de- 
bate took  place  on  the  .-\rmy  of  Keserve  Bill,  be- 
tween the  Secretary  at  War,  Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  A. 
Young,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Gen.  Maitl.md,  Mr.  Van- 
sittart, r»lr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Kinnaird,  Sir  R.  Buxton, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Col.  Wood,  and 
Crawford,  Vlr.  Erskine,  Mr.  Macna^hton,  Mr. 
Windham,  and  several  other  member.^;  and  after 
many  amendments  the  bill  v.-as  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  considered  on  Wednesday. —  Keport 
cf  Committee  on  Excise  Consolidation  Bill  brought 
in  — ^Commictee  on  Irish  Combination  Bill,- — Ad- 
journed. 

•Tucidas,  Jun!%%. — LORDS. — Counstl  heard  on 
the  claim  of  Sir  Cecil  Bishop,  to  ihe  Barony  of 
Zouch  :  postponed. — Bills  before  the  House  for- 
warded.— Hill  for  providing  for  the  Widows  oi  the 
Writers  to  the  Signet  in  Scotland  passed.— Private 

business  disposed  of. —  Adjourned. COMMONS. 

—Petition  presented  from  tliC  Hop  Groweis  of 
Herefordshire. —  Assessed  Tax  Bill  ordered  for  to- 
raorrow. — Scutch  Militia  Bill  ordered  for  third 
reading  on  Thursday. — After  some  debate,  the 
Southern  Whale  Fishery  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. —  The  order  for  laying  before  the  House, 
papers  relative  to  prizes,  &c.  after  a  long  discus- 
sion between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Cant.  Cochrane,  Dr.  Laurence,  Sir  W.  Scotr,  the 
Advocaic-General,  aird  some  others,  was  dis- 
ciiarged. — Clergy  Non-residence  Bill  postponed 
till  this  day  three  months,  and  leave  given  to  bring 
in  another. — .Additional  Excise  Duty  Bill  passed 
after  some  debate. —  Irish  Additional  Customs  and 
Excise  Duty  Bill,  Bank  Note  Bill,  Militia  Pay  Bill 
read  and  ordcrcu  for  second  reading  to-morrow. — 
\Vrit  ordered  lor  Stranraer,  in  the  room  of  John 
Spalding,  Esq.  who  has  accepted  the  Chiltern 
Hunilreds. — Committee  on  Irish  Saltpetre  Duty 
oidered  to-morrow,  nnd  on  Irith  Revenue  Regula- 
tion Bill,  Thursday. — Committee  on  Scotch  Army 
of  Reserve  Bill  :  report  received  knd  bill  ordered 
to  lie  printed. — Militia  Officers  Bill  passed. — Mi- 
litia Pay  Bill  postponed  till  Tuesday. — Report  of 
Coniiiiittec  (m  Irish  Workmen  Combination  Bill 
agreed  to,   and  bill  ordered  for  third  reading  to- 


morrow.—Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ordered 
for  to-monow. — .Adjourned. 

WtdncsJay,  June  29.  — LORDS.— M' Lean  -u.  Be- 
thunc  postponed. —  Bills  belore  the  House  for- 
warded— Several  Bills  fiom  the  Commons  read. — 
Militia  Augmentation  Bill  ordered  to  be  printed. 
—  Adjourned. —  COMMONS.— Petition  from  Hop 
planters  of  Worcestershire  laid  on  table. — Clergy 
Non-residence  BUI  biought  in,  read  first  and  se- 
cond time,  committed  and  ordered  ro  he  piintcd  : 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Friday. — South- 
ern V\  hale  Fishery  Bill  passed.  .After  some  con- 
versation, Woollen  Bill  pos'poned  till  Friday — ■ 
Army  of  Reserve  Bill  discussed  and  amended,  and 
ordered  for  third  reading  to-moiiow. — In  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  20,cocl.  voted  for  opening  a 
navig.ition  from  the  Western  Sea,  by  Fort  William 
to  tb.e  Eastern  Sea,  by  iverness. — Irish  Duty  Bill 
read  second  time — Committee  on  Sabpetre  Bill: 
report  ordered  to-morrow. — Irish  Workmeir  Bill 
passed. — Orders  of  the  day  disposed  of. — Ad- 
journed. 

Thwsdny,  June  30.  —  LORDS. — Counsel  finally 
heard  in  M'Lean  -v.  Beihune. — 'Bills  before  the 
House  forwarded. — Private  business  dispcsed  of. 

— -Vdjourned. COMMONS.— Mr. Tierney  took 

his  Scat. — Reports  of  Committee  on  ScoicIt  Inland 
Navigation,  and  Saltpetre  Duty,  brought  up  and 
agreed  to. —  Irish  B.;nk  Note  Bill  and  Iiish  Militia 
Fay  Bill  committed. — Leave  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  '  f(>r  authorizing  the  billeting  such  troops  of 
'  volunteer  cavalry  as  shoubl  assemble  for  the 
'  purpt'.'.e  of  irainiog  :   to  subject  to  military  dis- 

*  cipline  such  scijeanis  of  tliose  corps  who  te- 
'  ceived  constant  pay,  as  well  trumpeters,  drum- 
'  mtrs,  S:e.   and  for   certain   other   regulations  of 

*  volunteer  corps.' — .'\i my  of  Reserve  Bill,  after 
a  long  discussion  betwieii  Mr.  Johnstone,  Mr. 
Hu  chiiison,  Afr.  Archdall,  Lord  de  Blaquiere, 
Gen.  Gascoyne,  and  Col.  Crawfurd,  underwent 
some  amendments  and  was  passed. — Oideis  of  the 
day  disposed  of. — Adjourned. 


FOREIGN. 

Copenhagen,  May  12. — An  ordonnance  has  been 
publislied  by  his  Danish  Majesty,  dated  the  4th 
inst.  for  regulating  the  conduct  to  be  pursued  by 
the  Danish  inercliant  ships  ('Uiripg  the  present  wax. 
'Fliose  sailing  without  convoy  arc  ordered  to  deli- 
ver up  their  papers  for  inspection  to  any  of  the 
armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  belligerent  powers 
authorised  to  make  such  a  demand. 

Vdersburgh,  M ly  17. — The  Knights  of  the  Order 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  lately  held  a  chapter, 
■with  the  consent  of  the  Emperor,  and  appointed  a 
deputation  to  compliment  the  Grand  Master  in  the 
name  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  Russia,  and  to  restore 
thdt  part  of  the  Archives  which  are  in  this  city. 

C',rntant:nopIe,    May    z^- AliUUI.    WaCIIAB,      tllC 

Arabian  Rebel,  after  having  plundered  Mecca,  set 
out  on  his  march  for  Medina. —  the  Capltan  Pacha 
has  sailed  with  a  fleet  for  the  Archipelago,  to 
maintain  the  neutrality  of  the  Porte  in  the  Medi- 
terianean. 

T'ieite,  M'lV  31, — A  band  of  upwards  of  :oca 
brigands  infests  the  environs  of  Adrianople ;  and 
another  of  i  :;oo  has  besieged  Varna. — ^'-Ji-i'ach.t, 
irritated  at  the  refusal  of  the  Government  of  Corfu 
to  give  up  some  of  his  ollicers,  who  being  suspect- 
ed of  disloyalty  had  taken  retjge  there,  sieze4 
three  of  those  islanders,  and  put  them  to  death. 
'Fhe  Republic  of  the  Seven  Islands  has  in  cousc- 
quencc  declared  war  against  him. 
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Florence,  Muy -T,\.--Lon\s  rst  King  of  Etruria  (lied 
on  tlie  iStii  inst.  and,  after  having  lain  three  days 
in  ftate  at  the  Palace  of  Pitti,  was  this  day  inter- 
red with  great  funeral  pomp  in  the  churcli  of  Sr. 
Lawrence. 

Berne,  June  7; — The  Grand  Council  of  the  Can- 
ton of  Kerne  has  chosen  M.  Jennf.k  and  M.  Jf'it- 
tenbuck,  as  deputies  to  the  Helvetic  diet  at  FriUurg. 
The  Canton  of  SchafThouse  has  chosen  M.  Pfiit^r, 
and  M.  Stoiar. 

Bremen,  June  8. — The  French  who  are  in  the  en- 
■virons  of  this  city  conduct  themselves  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  no  reason  to  complain  of 
their  conduct.  An  embargo  has  been  laid  on  all 
English  vessels  in  this  port  and  ac  Hamburgh. 
They  continue  to  levy  the  customary  toll  on  the 
Elbe,  and  neutrals  are  sufFeied  to  pass  unmo- 
lested. 

Genoa,  June  0. — By  arrivals  from  Cadiz,  we 
learn  that  the  Spanish  ships  of  war  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  ^-Ihihit,  from  the  Phillippines, 
accompanied  by  another  trom  VezaCruz  have  en- 
tered Cadiz. 

^ntiuerp,  June  9. — This  city  has  been  laid  under 
military  execution,  for  not  having  luinished  its 
contingent  of  conscripts. 

Hanover,  June  lO. — Yesterday  evening  the  prin- 
cipal Counsellor  of  Appeal,  M.  Von  Ramdohr, 
and  the  Counsellor  of  /Appeal,  Von  Hinuber,  set 
out  for  Palis,  as  Deputies  from  the  Hanoverian 
States,  with  di:.patclies  of  importance. —  The  Roy- 
al Arms  have  been  taken  down  throughout  the 
whole  electorate. 

Paris,  June  22. — The  First  Consul,  by  an  arrete 
dated  the  20th  instant,  has  prohibited  the  impor- 
tation of  British  manufactures  into  the  Ports  of 
the  Republic. — OlTers  of  service,  and  voluntary 
sub.-^cfiptions  for  ships  and  gunboats,  still  conti- 
nue to  be  made  with  great  alacrity. ijth, — 

The  First  Consul  set  out  this  day  on  his  journey 
to  the  united  departments  of  the  North. 

Ghent,  June  23. — The  merchants  of  this  City 
have  voted  700,000  francs  for  the  building  of  flat- 
bottomed  boats  and  gun  vessels. — Bcauharnois, 
son-in-law  tu  the  First  Consul,  airived  here  this 
morning.  A  detachment  o(  Mamclukts  has  pass- 
ed through  Biugcs  on  its  route  to  Ostend. 


DOMESTIC. 

From  the  London  G.^zette. C-.uncil  Office, 

V/hitchall,  June  \-],    1803. His   Mnje-Siy  having 

been  pleased  to  appoint  George  Earl  of  Dorches- 
ter to  be  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Dor- 
set, a  council  was  this  day  lield  at  his  Lord- 
ship's houiC,  when  his  Lordship  took  the  oaths 
appointed  to  be  taken  thereupon,  instead  of  the 
oaths   of  allegiance  and   supremacy. — tVar-Offiee, 

June  16. His   .Majesty   has    been    pleased    to 

appoint  h's  Royal  Highness  Adolphus  Frederick 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  K.  G.  late  Lieutenant-Genc- 
ral  in  the  Hanoverian  service,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Gencral  in  the  army,  by  commission,  dated  the 
z\\\\  '\ugust,  T798. — St.Jiinifi'sJunezi, — This  day 
Baron  Btlmont  de  Malcor  had  a  private  audience 
of  his  Majesty  to  deliver  his  letters  of  recall,  and 
take  leave  of  his  Majesty,  as  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  his  Serene  Highness  the  Elector  oi 
Wurtembutg. — St.  J.imeii  June  zt^. — This  day  Ba- 
ron Belmont  de  Malcor  had  a  private  audience 
and  took  leave  of  Her  Majesty,  as  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary from  His  Serene  Highness  the  Elector 
of  Wurtetnburg. — Do-iuning-Stred,  June  25. — 'J'he 
King  hai  betn  pleased  to  a^ipoiiu  bpcaccr  Sm;lh, 


Esq.  to  be  his  Majesty's  Envoy-Extraordinary  at 
the  Court  of  His  Serene  Highness  the  Klector  of 
Wurtemburg. — The  King  has  also  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Henry  Watkin  Williams  VVynn,  Esq.  to 
be  his  Majesty's  Envoy  Extiaordinary  at  the 
Couit  of  his  Serine  Highness  the  Elector  of  Sax- 
ony.— The  King  has  also  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Spiridion  Foresti,  Esq.  to  be  his  Majesty's  resident 
to  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Islands. — The  King 
has  also  been  pleased  to  appoint  Henry  Savage 
Yeames,  Esq.  to  be  his  Majesty's  Consul-General 
in  the  Russian  Ports  in  the  Black  Sea. — The  King 
has  also  been  pleased  to  appoint  Watier  Wright, 
Esq.  to  be  his  Majesty's  Consul  in  the  several 
Ports  of  the  Republic  of  th-e  Seven  Islands. — The 
King  has  also  been  pleased  to  appoint  Charles 
Denis,  Esq  to  be  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  Civita 
Vecchia.— /'r///p/;.i//,  Jj"i;  25.— The  King  has  been 
pleased  to  grant  the  dignity  of  a  Baronet  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelaisd  to 
George  Hilano  Barlow,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  in  the  East  Indies, 
and  the  Heirs  Male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten. 
—  iVhitehnl/yJune  2C,. — The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  order  a  Conge  d'Eliie  to  pass  the  Great  Seal, 
empowering  the  Precentor  and  Chapter  of  the  Ca- 
thedral Church  of  St.  David  to  elect  a  Bishop  of 
that  See,  the  same  being  void  by  the  death  of  the 
Right  Reverend  Father  in  God  Doctor  George 
Murray,  commonly  called  Lord  George  Murray, 
late  Bishop  thereof;  and  his  Majesty  has  also  been 
pleased,  by  his  Royal  Sign  Manual,  to  recommend 
to  the  said  Precentor  and  Chapter  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Burgess,  Doctor  in  L'>ivinity,  and  ene  of 
the  Prebendaries  of  Durham,  to  be  by  them  elect- 
ed Bishop  of  the  said  See  of  St.  Dav:d.— The  King 
has  -ilso  been  pleased  to  order  a  Conge  d'Elire  10 
pass  the  Great  Seal,  empowering  the  Dean  atid 
Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Exeter  to  elect 
a  Bishop  of  that  See,  the  same  being  void  by  the 
death  of  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God  Doc- 
tor Henry  Reginald  Courtenay,  late  Bishop  there- 
of ;  and  his  Majesty  has  also  been  pleased,  by  his 
Royal  Sign  Manual,  to  recommend  to  the  said 
De3n  and  Chapter  the  Reverend  John  Fisher, 
Doctor  in  Divinity,  and  one  of  the  Prebendaries 
of  Windsor,  to  be  by  them  elected  Bishop  ot  the 
said  See  of  Exeter. 

London,  June  ibth. — The  contested  election  be- 
tween Sir  Thomas  Turton  and  the  Right  Hor». 
Georce  Tierney,  for  the  Borough  of  Southwark, 
closed  this  day,  after  a  poll  of  nine  days.  The 
numbers  were  for  the  R.ioht  Hon.G.  Tierney  1572, 
and  for  Sir  Thomas  Turton  X492.  Sir  Thomas 
demanded  a  scrutiny, 2  rst.  The  parties  intend- 
ing to  contract  for  ttie  lottery  waited  on  tlie  Chan- 
cellor ef  the  Exchequer  today,  and,  on  opening 
the  first  paper,  they  declared  all  the  lists  to  be  the 
same,  as  no  single  patty  could  venture  to  take  the 
whole  lottery,  in  the  present  stale  of  the  finances 
of  the  country,  without  exposing  themselves  tO' 
great  risque  and  almost  certain  loss.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  stated  the  price  offered  to 
be  considerably  bciow  his  expeciations,  and  that 
unless  they  would  j^^ive  more  he  would  raise  the 
supplies  anoth.er  way.  The  bidding  was  tlien 
postponed  to  the  22d,  when  Mr.  Bi.sh  (offered  him 
I:;!.  Sd.  each  for  70,000  tickets.  The  proposal 
was  accepted,  and  Mr.  B.  has  the  rip.ht  ot  laiting 
the  number  to8o,ooo,  which  makes  them  13I.3S.  id. 

each. ;3d.— In  pursuance  of  an  advertisement 

lor  convening  a  meeting  of  the  merchants,  bank- 
ers, traders,  HiC.  of  London,  who  disapproved  of 
the  Income  Tax,  a  very  numerous  meeting  took 
place  at  the  Loadou  ravcm  yc!<tc-.rdayj  and  aUcir 
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some  (debate,  the  following  resolutions  were  pass- 
ed.— "  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  nct- 
•wiihstandmg  the  opposition  to  the  l^te  Income 
Tax,  it  is  proposed  to  revive  it  by  a  Bill  now  be- 
fore Parliament. — That  it  appears  to  this  meeting 
that  the  revival  ot  that  tax,  will  be  highly  danger- 
ous and  nnconstituiional,  and  i  hat  tlie  arbitrary 
and  unconstitutioaul  powers  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  under  any  mi>dification,  will,  by 
outraging  ihe  public  feeling,   tend  to  endanger  the 

peace  of  the  community." 24th. — A  general 

meeting  of  tlie  \Wst-India  Planters  and  Merchants 
•was  this  day  held  at  the  London  Tavern,  when 
certain  ttsoluti.'ns  were  .'.dopted,  which  were  in 
substance,  '  Tliat  although  the  duty  of  2c?.  per 
cent,  on  SUG.^R  v;as  tolcralile  under  formtr  cir- 
cumstances, yet  as  the  intercourse  with  the  Con- 
tinent is  stopped,  the  markets  are  glutted,  and  the 
grcw^rs  are  unable  to  bear  that  tax.  That  the  ad- 
ditio^ia!  duty  of  4s.  which  must  fall  on  the  plan- 
ter will  p;  event  them  trom  shipping.  That  as  this 
applies  more  particu'arly  to  the  lower  kinds  of 
stigar,  wl.ich  go  almost  entirely  abrc^d,  it  will 
amount  to  firohibition  of  that  article.— Tliat  the 
proposed  increase  of  12-2-  on  the  customs  and  50 
per  cent,  on  the  excise  ot  Rum,  will  be  injurious  to 
the  demand  for  that  article,  and  v;il!,  probably,  be 
destructive  of  its  object.  That  the  West-India 
Proprietors,  have  cuitivated  their  estates  to  ii  /osi 
for  scver.Jjiitrs  piist,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 
of  those  taxes  and  the  additional  piire  they  have 
had  to  pay  for  every  article  obtained  from  this 
<'oaiitry.  That  from  all  these  ci!curri:tance^-  they 
■were  determined  to  'uhmit  their  case  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  iclicit  relief. 291;). — The  Livcrvof 

London  held  a  Common  Idall  yesterday  at  Guild- 
hall, to  consider  on  tlie  propriety  of  instructing 
the  Members  in  Parliament  for  that  City,  to  op- 
pose the  Income  Tax,  and  after  some  debate,  se- 
veral resolutions  were  adopted   to  that  effect. 

The  South wark  scrutiny  ended  yesterdav,  Sir 
Thomas  declining  any  farther  contest,  but  ex- 
pressing his  determination  to  petition  Pailia- 
ment.  The  High  Bailiff  ihtn  declared  Mr.  Tier- 
ney  to  be  duly  elected. — The  following  notice  was 
stuck  up  at  Lloyds  :  — '  Lait  ni?ht  Lord  Hawkes- 

*  bury  commnnicated  to  the  Foreign  Ministers 
'  that    his   Mdje'-iy   had   determintd  that  :hu  eu- 

*  trance   of  the   L!be  should   be  blockaded  in  the 

*  strictest  rrianner.' 


Dl'tribul:cn  of  the  Krra/  Fire,  of  G,  ent-Britdn. 
In  port,  fitting  and  wuh  sealed  order',  96. — 
EtiglL.h  and  Irish  Ch;rinnt.ls,  70. — Downs  and 
I'Jorch  Sea,  5^ — West-Indii,  Jar-iaic^,  America, 
and  Newfoundland,  54— Cape. of  Good  Hope,  In- 
dia, and  Coast  of  Africa,  3c. — Portugal,  Gibral- 
tar, and  .Mediterranean,  41. —  Hospital  and  Prison 
Ships,  ;;. —  Total  in  Commission,  343. — Others, 
286. — Ordaiarv  at  different  Ports,  244. 


MILITARY. 
On  the  5th  of  June,  Gen.  Mortier,  after 
long  and  rapid  marches  entered  the  Ciiy  of 
HanoVKU,  where  he.  found  1.5  000  new 
musktLs,  5000  pair  of  psstols,  60  iirw  co- 
vered w.iggdiis  with  good  hor  e^,  100  pieces 
of  artillery  of  different  calibres,  a  bridge 
equipage  for  pp.ssitig  the  Elbe,  nn«iziiirs 
well  stored,  and  a  foundry  in  the  b  si  siaie 
and  well  prt^vidcd.  The  public  lest,  ;^l- 
though  not  rich,  will  be  surficicri  •  tlie 
roaintenauce  of  the  French  annj    ;..    Ci.t. 


Electorate.  According  to  the  different  in- 
ventories which  have  been  delivered,  500 
pieces  of  artillery  were  taken  possession  of 
by  the  French  at  the  Castle  of  Hameln  ;  the 
held  artillery,  composed  of  40  tield-pieces 
and  200  waggons  well  equipped,  at  ZcLl  j 
and,  at  various  ctlier  places,  tnore  than  400 
milliers  of  powder,  3,000,000  of  cartridges, 
and  40,000  muskets  which  were  in  the  dif- 
ferent t:iagazir,(js.  The  returns  of  the  Ha- 
noverian army  prisoners  of  war,  state  the 
infantry  to  be  about  12,,0(.'0  men,  the  ca- 
valry more  that  4,000,  and  the  artillery  up- 
wards of  700. —  Gen.  Frere,  u  ho  occupies 
llarhourgstane,  is  on  hi-  march  for  Cuxba-ven 
to  intercept  all  the  English  on  the  Elbe-y 
and  Gen.  Eivaud,  who  occupies  VenUn,  is 
charged  with  the  satiie  o^ieration  on  the 
iVcser. — The  following  is  the  distribution  of 
the  French  troops  in  the  Hanoverian  terri- 
tory : — In  Celle  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, 20CJ0  infantry  and  60  horse  ;  at  Lunen- 
burgh,  750  infantry  and  60  horse  ;  at  Vel- 
zen,  350  infantry  and  60  horse  ;  at  Osna- 
burg,  1400  infantry  and  130  horse;  at 
Nieuburg  and  the  adjacent  country,  3000 
infantry  and  60  horse;  Neustadt  and  the 
adjacent  country,  IJOO  horse;  Hanover, 
1500  infantry  and  200  horse,  and  200  ar- 
tillery men;  Hameln,  1500  infantry  and 
400  horse;  Harburg,  1500  infantry.  In 
the  whole  12,000  infantry,  207O  horse,  and 
650  artillery  men. — There  are  also  cavalry 
at  Harburg  and  the  vicinity  ;  to  which  are 
to  be  added  4000  men  in  the  Duchies  of 
Bremen  and  Verden,  with  many  other 
troops  not  in  the  above  list. — French  troops 
continue  to  arrive  daily  at  Hanover,  and 
are  marched  thence  into  the  southern  parts 
of  the  country  to  take  possession  of  the  dif- 
ferent places  in  that  quarter.  The  most 
exact  military  discipline  is  maintained,  and 
some  soldiers,  who  were  convicted  of  ex- 
cesses, have  been  shot — The  assembling  of 
the  army  at  De'vejiter,  under  the  comrrsand 
of  Gen.  Hesolles,  which  was  suddenly 
countermanded,  has  again  commenced  and 
proceeds  with  the  greatest  expedition.  The 
troops  stationed  in  t'le  depaitraenf  of  the 
Lower  Rhine  are  also  on  their  march  to  join 
the  army  of  Gen.  Mortier, 

The  French  and  Italian  troops  forming 
the  artry  ot  Italy,  which  were  on  the  Rubi- 
con have  passed  the  frontiers  of  the  Ponti- 
fical States.  A  corps  of  J 500  arrived  at 
Anrona  on  the  4th  instant,  and  several  de- 
laclmi'trH  have  lately  passed  through  Bo-" 
Jop-na  in  ditf -rent  direcaons. 

o 

N.AVAL. 
June  5  — Capt   Williams,   in  the  Rt/s- 
icl,  took  and  dL.btroyc(J.  the  French  Kaiional 
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Brig  Betsey,  of  G  guns  and  20  men^   50  days 

from  Martinique,  behind  to  Brest. 18th. 

Capt.  Aylmilr  in  the  Dragon,  in  company 
with  the  Endymion,  captured  the  French 
National  Corvette  La  Colomol,  of  iG  guns 
and   65    men,    40    dnys   frov-n    Martinique, 

bound  to  Brest. 24th.   Lieut.  Wright, 

in  the  yilbion  hired  cutter,  alicr  a  close  en- 
gagement of  I  hour  and  12  minutes,  cap- 
lured  the  French  Privateer  Marengo,  of  4 
guns  and  26  men,  2  days  from  Cherbourg. 

To  THE  Rt.  H.  the  Secket.\ry  at  War. 

Sir, — In  the  preceding  number  of  this 
work,  I  took  the  liberty  to  address  ta  you 
some  observations  on  the  bill,  then  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  raising,  by  way 
of  ballot  or  conscription,  50,000  men,  to 
ccnstitute  what  was  to  be  called  the  ylrmy 
cf  Reserve.  With  sincere  pleasure  I  per- 
ceive, that  many  of  the  evils,  which  I  appre- 
hended from  that  measure,  as  at  first  pro- 
posed, are  likely  to  be  obviated  by  the  very 
material  alterations,  which  have  been  since 
made  in  the  bill,  and  which  have,  indeed, 
almost  totally  changed  its  nature  and  its 
tendency.— But,  Sir,  before  I  enter  on  those 
further  remarks,  that  this  very  important 
measure  seems  to  rail  for,  give  me  leave  to 
state  a  few  facts,  which  relate  to  the  mar'me 
corps,  and  which,  though  they  do  not  come 
immediately  under  the  consideration  of  the 
particular  department  over  which  you  pre- 
side, are  closely  connected  with  the  defence 
of  the  country. 

It  has  been  asserted,  and  that,  too,  in  a 
place  where  great  care  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  mistatements  of  every  sort,  that  the 
corps  of  royal  marines,  is  in  such  a  state  as 
to  be  perfectly  adequate  to  all  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  wanted.  Sir,  I  assure  you, 
and  1  assure  the  public,  upon  information  as 
good  as  any  that  the  Admiralty  does,  in  my 
opinion,  possess,  that  the  marines,  at  all  the 
divisions  respectively,  are  quite  insufficient, 
in  point  of  numbers,  to  answer  the  demands 
from  the  fleet,  without  calling  in  the  men 
employed  on  the  recruiting  service,  a  step 
which  must  inevitably  cut  olf  the  possibility 
of  aiigmenting  the  strength  of  the  corps,  ot 
raising  it  from  that  skeleton  state  to  which 
it  was  mo^t  absurdly  reduced  at  the  peace. — 
The  madness  (^to  give  it  the  very  njildest 
term)  of  causing  this  reduction  must  be  evi- 
dent to  every  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
service  in  question.  The  establishment  was, 
indeed,  still  left  "greater  than  at  the  close  of 
*  a?iy  former  %uar ;"  but,  this  circumstance, 
though  it  may  serve  to  quiet  the  conscience 
of  the  well-meaning  Mr.  Addington,  and 
may  tend  towards  furnisiiing  an  exciise  for 
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the  cheering  support  which  he  receives  fronti 


those,  who,  in  the  bottom  of  their  hearts, 
must  despise  him,  will  not,  I  imagine,  satisfy 
men  who  love  their  country,  who  wish  to 
see  it  defended,  and  who  have  no  party  pur- 
pose to  answer.  Not  only  are  we  in  a  state 
of  danger  such  ss  we  never  before  dreamt  of; 
not  o.ily  do  we,  even  upon  the  ancient  princi- 
plei  of  the  service,  stand  in  need  of  more  ma- 
rines now  than  at  any  period  heretofore,  but, 
the  duty  which  the  men  of  that  corps  have 
to  perform  on  board,  in  consequence  of  the 
recent  regulations  of  ihe  Admiralty,  is  such 
as  to  require  a  considerable  addition  of 
strength,  at  the  same  time  that  those  regu- 
lations greatly  militate  against  the  discipline 
and  consequent  force  and  utility  of  the 
corps.  Lord  St.  Vincent,  with  that  degree 
of  judgment  which  appears  to  characterize 
all  his  measures,  seems  to  imagine,  that  put- 
ting a  red  coat  upon  a  man's  back  and  send- 
ing him  on  board  a  King's  ship,  makes  him 
a  soldier ;  but.  Sir,  if  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing be  persevered  in,  I  fear,  that  the  coun- 
try will,  'ere  long,  receive  a  stab  in  the  part, 
where,  of  all  others,  she  is  most  vulnerable, 
and  that,  too,  at  the  very  moment  when  she 
is,  as  to  this  point,  reposing  in  the  bosom  of 
security.  It  is  a  notion,  which  has  too  long 
prevailed  in  the  navy,  that,  all  that  is  required 
of  a  marine,  is,  to  load  and  fire  his  musket. 
But,  Sir,  I  should  think,  from  what  happened 
in  the  Channel  fleet,  during  the  late  war, 
that  all  officers  of  any  reflection,  must  be 
now  pretty  well  convinced,  that  every  man 
of  this  valuable  and  honorable  corps,  ought 
to  be  a  ivell-dhcipTnied  soldier,  in  v/hich  cha- 
racter is  implied  the  training  of  the  mind  as 
well  as  the  body  j  and,  with  all  due  respect 
together  with  a  veiy  sincere  regard,  for  the 
troops  of  the  line,  I  may  add,  that  the  marine 
stands  in  still  greater  need  than  they  do  of 
this  mental  discipline,  as  being  constantly 
under  greater  temptation  to  wander  from^ 
that  regularity,  without  which  a  military 
force  is  dangerous  to  no  one  but  him  who 
employs  it.  Great  care  ought,  therefore,  to 
be  t;iken,  never,  on  any  account,  to  embark, 
marines,  who  are  not  fully  qualified  to  dis- 
charge, in  every  point,  the  duties  to  be  ex- 
pected from  a  soldier  In  the  most  trying  cir- 
cumstances. But,  Sir,  in  consequence  of  the 
low  establishment,  to  which  the  corps  hag 
been  reduced,  this  is  become  utterly  impos- 
sible} and,  from  the  practice,  adopted  by  the 
present  Admiralty,  of  ordering  the  marines 
to  be  embarked  the  moment  the  ship  is  put 
in  commission,  instead  of  embarking,  as  was 
tiirmerly  the  usage,  only  a  Serjeant's  guard, 
the  men  receive  infinite  injury,  before  the 
ship  goes  to  sea,  especially  as  some  comman- 
ders of  siiips^  taking  advantage  of  this  incli- 
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nation  of  the  Admiralty,  do,  I  am  informed, 
employ  ihc  marines,  thus  embarked,  in 
boats,  although  there  has  always  existed,  and 
still  exists,  an  Admiralty  order  against  it. — 
In  order  to  render  the  marine  corps  equal, 
in  discipline,  to  the  troops  of  the  line,  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  up  a  very  strong  peace 
establishment.  '1  h(^y  should  have  had  gar- 
rison duty  assigned  ihem  at  the  different  sea- 
ports, when  disembarked;  and,  \\hen  on 
board  ship,  it  should  have  been,  and  should 
now  be,  the  duty  of  every  captain  of  the 
navy,  to  keep,  at  all  times,  a  very  strong 
guard  actually  mounted,  at  sea  as  well  as  in 
harbour,  instead  of  constantly  employing  the 
men  to  pull  and  bawl,  as  is  at  present  the 
case,  in  almost  every  ship  in  the  service.  In 
consequence  of  this  treatment,  the  marines 
are  naturally  led  to  despise  the  profession  of 
a  soldier ;  they  become  licentious,  and  are, 
•in  but  too  many  instances  (I  speak  the  opi- 
nion of  a// the  oflScers  of  the  corps),  ready 
to  join  in  any  mischief  that  is  going  forward. 
Whereas,  by  considering  them  as  the  safe- 
guards of  the  navy,  treating  them  with  re- 
spect as  a  body,  they  might  be  trusted  and 
relied  on,  in  every  emergency,  and  would, 
doubtless,  on  all  occasions,  prove  tkemselves 
ivorthy  of  that  confidence,  which  some  com- 
manders have,  wilii  great  propriety,  reposed 
in  ihem. — A  proniotion  is,  it  seems,  at  last, 
to  take  place  in  this  corps  j  but,  must  not 
every  one  agree,  Sir,  that  this  measure  is 
very  tardy  ?  One  must  be  a  Jew  or  a  stock- 
jobbef  not  to  conceive  what  the  marine  of- 
licers  must  feel,  in  viewing  the  extensive 
promotions,  which  have  taken  place  in  every 
other  corps,  while  they  have  obtained  no- 
thing but  what  has  arisen  from  the  absolute 
necessities  of  the  country,  and  for  which, 
therefore,  the  gratitude  they  entertain,  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  nobleness  of  their  own 
minds,  rather  than  to  any  merit  en  the  part 
of  the  Government,  In  the  artillery,  where 
promotion  goes  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
the  marines,  the  subalterns  of  1/9^  became 
captains  three  years  ago,  while  subaltern 
marine  officers,  of  the  same  standing,  have 
rot  yet  obtained  a  captain  lieutenancy.  For 
such  neglecL  (not  to  give  it  a  much  harsher 
term)  tlie  epithet  royal  prefixed  to  the  title 
of  their  corps,  is  a  sort  of  compensation 
which  can  oidy  tend  to  awaken  reilections, 
lar  from  satisfactory  to  those,  whose  situa- 
tion demands  something  much  more  substan- 
tial than  words. 

Coming  now  to  the  principal  topic  of 
my  letter,  to  wit,  the  bill  for  raising  iO.OOO 
conscripts,  I  think  it  right,  tirst  to  shew, 
that  1  have  long  ioreseen  the  present  crisis, 
and  ibat,  I  have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that 
ilie  danger  was  tu  be  tCiiiied  by  nolhiug  but 
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a   regular  force.      From    the   moment    the 


peace  was  concluded,  I  began  my  endeavours 
to  impress  this  opinion  on  the  minds  of  my 
readers:  so  long  ago  as  the  5th  of  June, 
1502,  I  observed,  in  speaking  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that  "  while  the  coast  of  France  glis* 
"  tened  with  bayonets,  while  she  had  an 
"  army  ot  300  000  men,  ready  to  employ 
"  against  any  and  every  part  of  our  domi- 
"  nions,  the  Sheridans  and  Wilberforces 
"  would  willingly  leave  us  not  a  soldier  at 
"  the  disposal  of  the  crown  ;  would  wil- 
'*  linglyrest  upon  a  body  of  inilitia,  confined 
"  within  the  bounds  of  our  island,  a  dispo- 
"  sition  perfectly  conformable  to  that  de- 
"  fensive  system,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
"  adopted  by  ministers,  and  which,  if  well 
"  followed  up,  would,  in  a  few  years,  reouce 
"  this  kingdom  to  a  mere  factory."  (])  it 
has  not.  Sir,  required  years  to  realize  the 
dangers  which  I  apprehended.  Again  on 
the  30th  of  October :  "  We  look  for  hope  in 
"  any  thing  but  our  exertions.  *  Is  Pbilip 
"  dead  ?  No,  but  be  is  very  sick. —  JFhat  is  it 
"  toyoii,wbetber Philip  be  dead  or  not?  Were 
"  Pbilip  to  die  to-morrou),  your  coiuardice 
"  ivo;dd  raise  up  another  to  supply  bis  place  ' 
"  — Insurrections  in  Switzerland,  plots  in 
"  Holland,  changes  in  the  ministry  in  Rus- 
'*  sia,  discoiitents  of  the  generals  in  Paris, 
"  any  thing,  but  what  depends  upon  our^ 
"  selves.  If  we  are  driven  from  all  these 
''  sources  of  hope,  and  are  obliged  to  look 
"  at  home,  we  tly  to  our  manufactures,  and 
"  commerce,  and  constitution,  to  our  '  cre- 
"  dit,  capital,  and  conhdence  ;'  and,  if  these 
"  should  fail  us,  our  last  resource  is  our 
"  '  salt  water  girdle,'  and  the  '  wooden 
'•  walls  of  old  England.'  We  never  think, 
"  we  will  never  think,  we  are  afraid  to  think, 
"  about  fighting  the  French  upon  the  coasts 
"  of  Suffolk  or  Sussex;  but  we  must  think 
'"'  about  this,  and  we  must  do  it  too,  and  do 
"  it  with  success,  or  we  must  become  slaves 
"  to  Buonaparte.  '  The  treaty  of  Amiens, 
"  the  \\  hole  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  nothing 
"  but  the  treaty  of  Amiens,'  has  severed  us 
"  completely  from  the  continent,  and  has 
*'  left  the  French  empire,  consisting  of  se- 
"  venty-live  millions  of  souls  to  fall  upon  us 
"  v^ith  its  undivided  weight.  Great  and  ter- 
"  rible  as  it  is,  we  must  nieet  it  ;  it  may 
"  crush  u=,  hui  luc  cannot  get  out  of  its 
"  vjay.''  (2)  —  On  the  Qth  of  November, 
1S02, 1  was  still  more  circumstantial — "  We 
"  cannot  m^^ke  a  fortified  place,  we  cannot 
"  make  a   seplagon   or  an  octagon  of  our 


(i)  See  Register,  Vi>l,  I.  p.  667 — I  beg  to  re- 
cop.imend  the  whoU-  aiticle  lor  peruial,  at  ihi* 
time. 

(2)  See  Register,  Vol.  II.  p.  .57i» 
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*'  island,  covered   by  horn-works  and  half- 
"  moons  J  surveys  of  the  coast  may  serve  to 
*'  excite  fear  anjongst  ourselves,  and  mirth 
"  amongst  our  neigiibours  on  ihe  continent, 
"  and  may,  mort-over,  afford  occasion  lor  a 
"  few  decent   and  profitable  jobs  j   but,  my 
"   Lord,  rely  up'^n  it,  that  if  this  our  coun- 
*'  try  is  to  be  defended,  if  this  '  dear  little 
**  island,  this  precious    diamond   set  in  the 
"  silver  sea,'  is  not,  at  last,  to  be  rifled  by  a 
"  host  of  the  most  desperate,  rapacious,  im- 
"  pious  and   bloody  villains,   that  ever  dis- 
*'  graced  the  human  shape,  it  must  owe  its 
"  deliverance,   under  God's   providence,   to 
"  the  hearts  and  arvis  of  discipliried  sohliers. 
"  The  sleek-headed  shop-keepers  and   ma- 
"  nufaciurers  may  bug  themselves  with  the 
"  thoughts  of  their  '  salt  water  girdle'  and 
"  of  '  the   wooden  walls  of  old   England,' 
"  and  your  Lordship   may  feel  equally  snug 
*'  behind  your   triple  rampart  of  '  capital, 
"  credit,  and  contidence;'  but,  here,  upon 
"  this    land,   the    French    will    come,    and 
"  here  we  must  fight  theiTi,  and   beat  them 
"  too,  or  surrender  at  discretion.  In  our  fleet 
"  there  is,  indeed,  great  hope,  but  at  best,  it 
"  is  onlya  hope:  wh-atever  depends,  even  in 
*'  the  smallest  degree  upon  the  winds  is  any 
"  thing  \m\.ccrlain.  To  beina  stateof  defence, 
"  therefore,  we  must  have  an  army,  an  ef- 
"  fective,   disciplined   army.       Jf'itbout    this 
'  ^'  species  of /orce,  ive  sball  be  in  continual 
"  alarin  and  continual  danger.   Do  you  think, 
"  my  Lord,  that  Buonaparte,  or  his  succes- 
"  sor,  will  ever  cease  to  vienace  our  coast  ? 
"  No;  from  this  very  hour,  till  some  dread- 
*'  ful  battle  has  been  fought  on  the  land  of 
''  England  or  Ireland,  we  s.hail  never  expe- 
*'  rience  one  moment's  repose,  one  moment's 
*'  real  peace."  (3) — There  is,  then,  Sir,  no 
thing  new  in  the  principle  of  the  opposition, 
which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make 
to  the  raising  of  50,000  more  militiamen,  as 
the  conscripts  would,  in  reality,   have  been, 
it  they  had  been  formed  into  corps  as  was, 
at  first,  evidently  intended. — Much  has  been 
said    about   slandering  the  militia  :    I   have 
heard  theni  slandered   by  nobody:    1  hjve 
heard  it  asserted,  that  they  are  net,  and  can- 
not be,  fit  to  meet  an  enemy  such  as  we  have 
to  contend  with;    and,  this  is  a  truth  which 
will  be  denied  by  nobody,  except,  perhaps, 
some  few  militia  officers,  who  are  actuated 
much   more  by  persoiial  vanity  than  by  any 
well  grounded  confidence  in    the   corps,  of 
whose  reputation  ihey  would  fain  have  us 
believe  they  are  so  jealous. — The  conduct  of 
the  militia,   during  the  last  war,  has  been 
•cited,  on  several  occasions,   in  contradiction 
to  opinions,  similar  to  that  v.'hich  I  enter- 

(,l)  See  Rcg'stc-r.  Vol,  II.  p.  j-^S. 


tain  ;  and,  this  was  done  in  a  more  positive 
manner,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
on   the  23d  instant,  by  way  of  refutation  of 
the  opinion   of  IVfr.  Burke,   as   stated   in   a 
letter  from  that  gentleman  to  Dr.  Lawrence, 
which  letter  had,  in  the  debate  I  alluded  to, 
been  read  by  the  latter.  (4)     The  minister, 
while   the   minister  of  peace,  but  now  the 
minister  of  war;  tiiis  war-minister  said,  that, 
in  a  little  time  after  Mr.  Buike's  opinion 
was  thus  committed  to  paper,  events  arose, 
which  proved  it    to  be   totally  u'founded  ; 
whereupon  he  referred,  by  way  of  proof,  to 
the  conduct  of  the  militia-men,  who  were 
employed  in  foreign  expeditions,  particularly 
in  Egypt.     Now,  bir,  either  the  war-minis- 
ter meant  to  argue  upon  a  fallacy,  or  he  was 
in   a    state  of  profound  ignorance  as  to  the 
subject,    on    which    he    thought   proper   to 
speak.     At   the  time  when  part  of  the  mi- 
litia were  taken  into  the  regular  corps,  many 
of  them  had  been  seven,  add  none  of  thetn 
less  than   two  years,  embodied.     The  expe- 
dition to  Holland  might,  I  am  willing  to  al- 
low, have  furnished  no  very  fair  opportunity 
for  trying  them ;   but,  even  several   months 
after  their  return  from  that  expedition,  the 
Duke  of  York,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas, 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  these  same  men 
would  not  be  fit  for  actual  service,  without 
two  months  drilling.     And,  as  to  Egypt,  Sir, 
where  the  British  army  gained  so  much  ho- 
nour, the  militia  drafts   could   do  bat  very 
little,    since    all    the    regiments    containing 
them  were  left  by  Sir  Ralph  Abcrcromby  at 
Malta,   Minorca,   and  Gibraltar,  and   never 
landed  in  Egypt,  till  after  the  2 1st  of  March, 
ISOl;   that  IS  to  say,  till  after  all  the  fighting 
was    nearly  over,   till   after   the    Invincible 
Standard  had  been  taken  by  my  poor  friend 
I/UTZ,  whose  bravery  the  ungrateful  British 
Government  may  yet,  in  time  of  need,  look 
for  in  vain.     Besides,  if  the  corps  serving  in 
Egypt  had  all  contained  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  men  drafted  from   the   militia,  what 
would   that   make  in  favour  of  the  militia 
sy^tem  .'    These  men  were,  previous  to  their 
service    iia    Egypt,    become    regulars  :    they 
had  so  become  for  more  than  two  j ears,  a 
time  much  more  than  sufficient  for  the   dis- 
cipline of  recruits,  in   a    regular   regiment: 
so  that,  if  tlie  militia  drafts,   who  served  in 
Egypt,  had  not  been  as  good  soldiers  as  the 
rest  of  the  British   army,  it  would  have  ar- 
gued,  that  they  not  only  ac(]nired  no  mili- 
tary qualities   in   the   mditia,  but  that  they 
acquired  those  of  an  opposite  description. — 
I  do  hope,  tlien.  Sir,  that  the  Parliament  and 
the  nation  will  not,  for  the  sake  of  flattering 
a  dozen  or  two  of  holiday  militia  officers,  be 


(4)  See  page  966  fur  this  Letter, 
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any  longer  insulted  with  these  pompons  pa- 
negyrics on  the  deeds  of  the  n^iHtia  in  Epjpt, 
a  country  where  a  mihtia-man  nevtr  sei  his 
foot. 

Since  I  began  writing  this  letter,  Sir,  the 
Conscript-Bill  has  been  read  a  third  time 
and  passed  by  the  Hoase  of  Commons;  nnd, 
though  it  may  yet  be  somewhat  short  of  my 
wishes,  as  to  one  point  or  two,  I  cannot  help 
giving  it  my  hearty  applause,  and,  I  do  really 
believe,  that,  it  enforced  in  a  wise  manner, 
it  will  not  only  greatly  contribute  towards 
our  present  salvation,  but  will  provide  the 
means  of  bold  offensive  operations,  and  will 
be  the  foundation  of  a  system  that  will  res 
cue  this  country  from  the  shamefid  state,  in 
which  it  has  long  been  placed,  with  respect 
to  military  force. — Some  persons  are  afraid, 
that  the  mixing  of  the  Conscripts  along 
with  men  raised  for  general  service,  will  be 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  dan- 
ger. I  apprehend  none  from  it,  if  proper 
regulations  are  adopted;  and,  I  most  sin- 
cerely hope,  that  the  same  measure,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  at  least,  will  talie  place  as  to  tljs 
old  militia.— The  thing  having  been  done, 
the  good  having  been  obtained,  it  may  seem 
invidious  to  say  any  thing  about  the  persons 
who  obtained  it ;  but^  justice  to  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, Mr.  Elliot,  and  Dr.  Lawrence,  de- 
mands that  the  public  should  know  and  re- 
member, that  every  thing  which  this  bill 
has  of  good  has  been  introduced,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  having,  contrary  to  you  and 
your  colleagues'  express  desire,  insisted  upon 
discussing  it  in  its  early  stages  — What  was 
Mr.  Windham's  objection  to  the  bill  ?  Why, 
that  it  dry-nursed  the  army,  that  it  exhausted 
the  source  of  recniitivg  jor  the  liJie:  "  unques- 
*'  tionably,"  said  he,  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
speech  in  which  he  first  opposed  it,  "  1 
"  must  o'oject  to  it.  in  that  part,  which  goes 
*'  in  the  first  iisstance,  and  finally,  to  make  it 
"  impossib.e  for  us  to  have  an  army!' — This 
speech  awakened  the  attention  of  the  Par- 
liament and  of  ihe  public;  the  advice  of  mi- 
litary men  was  found  to  be  with  Mr.  Wind- 
ham ;  the  public  joined  its  voice,  and  the 
feeble  foolish  project  was  abandoned.  The 
Conscripts  are  row,  much  to  their  own  co.ti- 
fort,  as  well  as  to  the  good  of  the  service, 
and  of  the  country,  to  be  placed  under  the 
command  of  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  already  embodied;  they  are,  (to  niake 
use  of  the  happy  recruiting  phrase,)  now 
about  to  enter  into  present  pay  and  good  quar- 
ters at  once,  and  are  not  to  be  left  straggling 
about  bleat :i-,g  for  Serjeants  and  corporals  to 
show  them  how  to  use  their  muskets;  in  a 
word,  they  are  to  go  to  Jill  vp,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, at^d  afterwards  to  augment,  the  coni- 
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panics  and  battalions  of  the  line;  which  is 


ihe  very  o'DJect  that  Mr.  Vv''indham  wished 
to  accomplish,  and  which  must  be  infinitely 

better  for  the  men  themselves. You  and 

your  colleagues  have,  indeed,  said,  ihzt you 
intended  to  introduce  the  provisions,  of  which 
I  am  nov/  approving;  bat'.  Sir,  what  will 
you  be  pleased  to  permit  us  to  regard  as  evi- 
dence of  your  intentions  P  I  should  suppose, 
that  a  bill,  proposed  to  the  parliament  to  be- 
come a  law,  especially  after  that  bill  had 
been  printed,  might  be  fairl}'  considered  as 
such  evidence.  When  this  was  styled  a 
"  tardy  and  indigested  measure,"  great  was 
the  resentment  of  the  solemn  and  pompous 
Mr.  Addington  ;  but.  Sir,  if  you  had  digest- 
ed the  lueasure^  if  you  had  made  it  as  good 
as  it  was  \x\ your  power  to  make  it,  to  whom 
but  Mr.  Wmdham  has  the  country  to  ascribe 
the  alteraiions,  seeing  that  from  him  came 
the  opposition  to  it,  an  opposition  which 
was,  too,  in  the  first  instance,  received  wi  h 
every  mark  of  disapprobation  by  the  minis- 
try and  their  regular  supporters  ?  The  bill 
was  not  only  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
but  it  was  recommitted  a  second  time,  that 
is,  it  w^'i  t'Vjice  read,  and  three  times  commit- 
ted, before  the  "  well -digested''  measure 
assumed  the  shape,  in  which  it  fuially  passed, 
before  it  became  something  totally  different 

ikom  what   it  was  at  first. "  It  was  your 

"  intc7Uio?r  to  make  it  what  it  now  is! 
Where,  again  I  ask,  where,  Sir,  are  we  to 
look  for  tlic  evidence  of  this  intention  }  At 
the  second  reading  not  a  single  word  was 
said  by  you  or  your  colleague^  about  order- 
ivg  the  Conscripts  to  Join  the  regiments  of  the 
line;  on  the  contrary,  you  cheered  Mr. 
Pitt's  famous  project  for  drawing  them  out 
into  the  line  by  means  of  ceitain  Saturnalia, 
in  the  course  of  each  year  !  !  !  "  Mad,  mad  as 
"  the  winds  !"  said  I  to  a  person  who  stood 
beside  me,  in  the  gallery,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
broached  this  project,  which,  thank  God,  has 
now  been  completely  swept  away  am.ongst 
all  the  other  shov.'y  nonsense  of  the  plan. 
7'here  are,  however,  I  perctive,  some  persons 
who  are  atternpting,  not  only  to  draw  a  veil 
overiNir.  Pitt's  defeat  in  this  instance,  but  to 
give  him  the  exclusive  honours  of  the  vic- 
tory. Lord  De  Blaquiere,  in  the  debate  of 
the  30th  instant,  gave  all  the  credit  of  the 
alterations  in  the  bill  to  Mr.  Windham  j 
but,  this  speech  has  been  so  reported  by  the 
True  Briton,  as  to  lead  its  readers  to  believe, 
that  his  Lordship's  praises  were  bestowed  on 
Mr.  Pitt;  and,  in  another  part  of  the  same 
paper,  it  is  said,  that  iMr.  Pitt,  "  by  the  aid 
"  of' his  counsels  IMlTitJVES  everij  plan  for 
"  the  national  defence."  Upon  reading  this, 
one  cannot  help  recollecting  the  conduct  of 
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the  Highland  Society  relative  to  the  Livinci- 
blt  Standard !  Mr  Put,  so  fur  from  propo- 
sing ;in\  ihing  to  improve  the  Conscript-Bill, 
detendrd  it  m  its  original  state,  both  in  its 
principles  and.  its  provi  ions;  and,  wliat  is 
■well  wor  hy  ot  remark,  he  began  his  de- 
fence i)f  It  by  sta.ing,  that  he  not  only  ap- 
proved uf  it.  bui  that  he  approved  of  it  FOR 
THE  VRRY  RE  A  ONS,  071  zvbicb  Mr.  El- 
Ih't  (who  spoke  before  h.'\m)  founded  bis  oppo- 
sition! Thi->  i^ppo  ition  did,  however,  at  last, 
pr.  vail  ;  ihr  mad  scheme  of  raising  fifty  ?ieu> 
b'^ftalions,  wiih  fifiu  commi^sitjnrd  officers 
aud  7/0  noiicomrai.isioned  officers,  v.as  re- 
jected }  ami  noiv,  bi  hod,  Mr.  Pitt  is  coin- 
plimentt-d  for  improving  the  plans  of  national 
dclencc  !  Mr  Pitt  docs,  in  fact,  seem  to  un- 
derstand Very  little  about  military  matters; 
and  mere  eloquence  is  less  likely  to  carry 
men  away  upon  a  topic  like  the  present  than 
upon  any  other:  when  iheir  property  and 
their  livt-s  are  at  stake,  they  do  not  content 
thcm;ielves  with  i\\t:  soured  of  a  speech,  in 
timeot  peace,  Mr.  Pitt  njight  easily  persuade 
some  of  bis  hearers,  that  a  broomstick  is  a 
better  weapon  of  defence  than  a  musket; 
but,  when  the  enemy  is  hourly  expected, 
speech  so  emplojed  must  neceasariiy  iai!  of 
success 

Before  I  conclude,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  ad- 
vert to  the  charg'  of  "  creating  despondency  " 
winch  was  brought  against  Mr  Windham, 
because  he  described  the  country  in  great 
^angf-r  from  invasion,  and  because  he  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  London  ought  not  to 
be  regarded  as  the  sole  object  to  be  defend 
ed  :  as  to  the  former,  it  has  been  repeated, 
it  has  b,-en  rung  in  the  ears  of  the  ministers, 
by  a  very  bigli  military  authority,  and  the 
latter  has  been  fully  corroborated  by  an 
Irish  member  (strange  to  tell  !)  amidst  the 
plaudits  of  the  '*  safe  politicians,"  amidst 
the  cheers  of  the  Ciindid  Mr.  Addington, 
who  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  worked 
himself  into  a  foam  in  condemning  the 
same  sentiments,  conveyed  in  almost  the 
very  same  words,  by  Mr.  Windham  !  The 
reason  for  this  distinction  is  evident  enough; 
and,  if  the  catastrophe  did  not  threaten  to  be 
so  tragical,  I  should  consider  much  of  what  is 
now    going    forward    as    a    most    excellent 

farce. Apropos    of    farces:     Pray,    Sir, 

v/hat  is  become  of  that  gallant  gentleman, 
who  reproached  Mr.  Windham  with  under- 
rating the  courage  of  the  country,  who  re- 
jected with  disdain  the  base  idea  of  our  being 
unable  to  fight  France  single-handed,  and 
who,  from  his  valorous  language  on  that 
occasion,  has  been  exhibited,  by  the  fa- 
mous historical  painter,  Mr.  Gillray,  as  de- 
feating the  whole  French  army  with  a  dag- 
ger of  lath  }    Pray;  Sir,  what  is  becon:it;  of 
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the  far-famed  "  English  feeling'"  of  this  gen- 
tleman, that  feeling,  which  (for  what  rea- 
son doth  not  appear)  was.  the  other  even- 
ing, so  highly  extolled  by  Mr.  Pitt  ?  What 
is  become,  Sir,  of  all  this  "  English  feel- 
ing?" I  hope  it  is  not  an  epitome  of  the 
feeling  of  the  nation,  and  that  this  lattex 
will  gr<H.v  fweaker  and  'weaker  as  the  enemy 
approaches  ?  Every  word  that  this  gentle- 
man has  uttered,  during  the  progress  of  the 
Conscript  Bill,  has  had  a  tendency  to  check 
it,  to  shackle  the  best  part  of  its  provisions. 
He  has  not,  indeed,  opposed  it;  but,  he 
has,  in  no  one  instance,  supported  it  ;  and, 
were  he  hereafter  to  be  accusrd  of  leaving 
assisted  in  making  the  lavv,  he  has  lakeu 
care  to  provide  ample  materials  for  excul- 
pation !  So  much  for  '•'  true  English  feel- 
ing T — As  to  Mr.  Fox,  his  conduct  stands 
in  need  of  no  comment.  It  is  exactly 
what  I  expected.  lie  bas  never  uttered  one 
single  syllable  against  Buonaparte  or  against 
Republican  France.  To  oppose  the  measure-s 
of  defence  would  not  be  quite  convenient ; 
and  so  he  and  his  \iXoK\\ex patriot,  Mr.  Grey, 
are  now  retired  for  the  purpose  of  enjoy- 
ing the  uninterrupted  indulgence  of  their 
"  true  English  feeling,"  and  of  being  pre- 
pared to  behold,   with   dignity    and  calm, 

which  IV ay  the  cat  jumps  !  These 

facts  ought  to  be  remembered. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &rc. 
Ju7je  30,  1S03.  Wm.  Coebett. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  room  we  have  to  spare  will  hardly 
suffice  for  a  bare  enumeration  of  the  topics, 

on    which     we    wished    to    enter. The 

French  Decree,  relative  to  English  manu- 
factures, will  not  prevent  the  sale  of  those 
manufactures,  even  in  France  itself.  War 
never  has,  and  never  will,  for  any  length 
of  time  injure  this  branch  of  trade  ■ 
Mr.  Listo?is  Note  to  the  Dutch  government 
has  been  remarked  on  by  the  Moniteur, 
without  much  force  of  argument,  it  is 
true,  but  with  enough  to  satisfy  the  people 
of  the  Continent,  who  are  ready  to  believe 
any  thing  against  this  country,  and  for 
which,  indeed,  they  cannot  be  blamed,  after 
our  scandalous  conduct  towards  the  King  o-f 
Sardinia,  together  with  i\\e  garbling  of  the 
state  papers,  lately  laid  before  Parliament. 

Cbaplal's  circular  letter  to  the  maritime  pre- 
fects has  been  followed  by  addresses  delivered 
to  the  people,  from  the  pulpit,  in  every  church 
in  France,  exhorting  them  to  rise  as  one 
man,  tor  the  purpose  of  exterminating  the 
English  nation.  These  addresses  have  been 
prepared  by  the  bishops  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts, whence  ihe  editovs  of  the  London  pa- 
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pers,  an3  particularly  those  of  the  Morning 
Post  and  the.  Oracle,  have  taken  occasion  to 
level  a  most  venemou^  shaft  against  all  the 
French  Bishops,  which  have,  at  any  time 
daring  the  revohition,  resided  in  this  coun- 
try. •'  The  French  Bishops,"  say  they,  "  are 
"  patting  up  prayers  for  the  success  of  the 
"  French  arms  against  England:  those  very 
*'  Bisbnps,  who,  a  few  months  ago,  were 
*'  FED  and  protected  by  us.  They  are  now 
*'  praying  for  an  Usurper,  though  thty  took 
*'  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  their  lawful  King." 
— Never  was  there  a  more  false,  base,  and 
detestable  charge.  Out  of  scvenleeji  French 
Bishops  who-  have  enjoyed  an  asylum  in 
England,  only  ^five  have  yielded  to  the 
temptation  of  putting  an  end  to  their  hard- 
ships by  accepting  the  amnesty  of  Buona- 
parte ;  and,  be  it  observed,  that,  during  the 
last  cession  of  Parliament,  this  very  Morning 
Post,  echoed  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Jonb^, 
thu  famous  parliamentary  laughing-stock, 
who  wanted  the  pittance  of  all  the  French 
emigrants  to  be  cut  off,  in  order  (o  siarnje  them 
into  an  aceeptance  of  that  iiery  amnesty  .'  As 
1o  ihe  conduct  of  \he.  five  Bishop?,  we  do 
Rot  attempt  to  defend  it :  it  would  take 
nnich,  we  hope,  to  make  us  submit  to  a  per- 
son who  should  usurp  the  throne  of  our 
Sovereign:  it  would  require  still  more,,  we 
hope,  to  tempt  us  to  commit  aposlacy;  but, 
if  any  thing  could  possibly  justify  this  double 
infamy,  it  would  be  to  escape  from  the  im- 
putation of  being  "  FED"  by  the  editors  of 
the  Morning  Post  and  the  Oracle. — The  or- 
der, which,  it  appears,  the  ministers  have 
given  to  block  up  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe,  is 
most  assuredly y//j/,  and,  as  far  as  we  can 
sec  at  present,  it  is  politic.  Indeed,  it  is  the 
"vtry  measure,  which  we,  towards  the  close 
of  the  last  war,  recommended  as  to  all  those 
*'  neutmr  places,  which  contained  French 
garriiojis,  or  which  were  in  a  state  of  submis- 
sion to  the  commands  of  France.  Nothing  can 
be  more  clear,  than  that  all  places,  which 
are  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  protect  the 
neutrality  of  BrifLsh  .ships  and  goods,  are, 
either  from  force  or  inclination,  m  a  state  of 
hostility  to  IJrilain,  and,  being  in  such  a  state, 
are  liable  to  be  treated  as  enemies. — We 
may  be  well  assured,  that  the  French  will 
make  a  dreadful  cut-cry  about  this;  but,  if 
they  find  that  we  fear  their  out-cry,  they 
will  not  cease  to  make  it.  Clamour  costs 
them  very  little;  they  have  used  it  with 
pstonishing  success ;  but,  as  to  the  matter 
between  th°m  and  us,  it  is  now  a  mere 
question  of  strength.  He  who  is  strongest 
and  fights  best  will  come  off  victorious. 
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C-'      1 

i^:^  An  unforeseen  accident  has  prevent- 
ed us  from  publishing  a  supplementary  sheet 
this  week,  and  has,  thereby,  compelled  us, 
once  more  to  exclude  our  correspondents, 
for  which  we  are  extremely  sorry  ;  but,  we 
trust,  that  having  stated  the  true  cause  of 
(he  omission,  we  shall  meet  with  their  in- 
dulgence. 

*,^^*  The  Jpolou'y  for  ihe  Emigrants,  by 
the  Chevalikk  Tinseau,  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  we  beg  leave  to  recotnmeud  it 
to  the  attention  ef  all  our  Beaders,  It  ex- 
hibits the  best  picture  of  BuoNAPiiiiTE 
that  ever  yet  was  drawn,  and  contains  some 
interesting  anecdotes,  which  we  have  no- 
where met  with. 

{rg^  The  present  sheet  closes  Vol.  III.  of 
this  Work.  The  Supplement  to  it  will  ap- 
pear very  shortly,  and,  will  contain  all  the 
usual  articles,  together  with  several  very 
important  ones,  which  will,  we  imagine,  be 
found  in  no  other  publication,  in  this  coun- 
try. We  have  been  careful  to  make  a  com- 
plete selection  of  historical  documents  re- 
specting America,  dow  n  to  the  close  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  which    ended   in 

March  last. The  Parliamentary  Debates 

for  the  present  session  will  be  found  very 
perfect,  and  most  conveniently  arranged ; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  we  trust,  that  so  use- 
ful a  volume,  of  its  kind,  never  before  issued 
froip  the  press. 
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PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


s  relating  to  the  Kcgoilatinns  carried  on  betiveen  Creai-Britain  and  France,  hcficeai  the 

tision  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens^  25th   March,    ISOi?,  a7id  the  reca!  of  Lord   IJ'hitzvori/i 

roin  Farts,   ]Qth  of  Alaj/^   1803,  including  divers  Papers  from  the  English  Ministers  at  the 

Uaguct,  Berlin,  Vienna,  St.  Petersbitrgli,  Copcnha?;cn,  and  Hamburgh  ;  to  rdiich   is  added, 


P/.  r  E  R  s 

co}icl 

Ila^ 

an  Appendix^  containing  ofFensi-.-e   Papers,  published  by  France,    c^c.  cYc 

Parliament,  b^  his  Majesty's  command,  on  the  I  ^ih  of  May,   1S05 


Laid   bifcre 


London,  May  2'i,  1S02. 

No.  l.—rr^-rtrts/tti. :..;•.;— My  Lord,  The 
ioth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which 
fixes  the  new  organization  of  the  Order  of 
Malta,  having  prescribed  various  measures, 
to  the  execution  of  which  it  is  necessary  that 
the  two  principal  contracting  powers  should 
concur,  tiie  First  Consul  has  named  General 
Vial  as  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Order 
and  Island  of  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
certing v.'ith  the  person  whom  his  Britannic 
Majesty  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  re- 
specting the  execution  of  the  arrangements 
agreed  upon  in  the  late  treaty.  General 
\  ial  will  set  out  on  his  destinafion  as  soon  as 
your  excellency  shall  have  informed  me  of 
his  iVfajesty's  intentions,  and  of  the  choice  he 
msy  make.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Lord  ILavjhesbury,  q-c.  l)X.  Otto. 

Doin?i?2g-slrcet,  May  24-,  1 S02. 

No.  2. — Sir,  In  answer  to  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  in  which  you  com.municate  to  me 
the  nomination,  by  the  First  Consul,  of 
General  Vial  to  be  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Kepublic,  to  the  Order  of  Saint 
John  of  Jerusalem  ;  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
form you  that  the  King  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Sir  Alexander  Ball  to  be  his  Ma- 
jesty's minister  to  the  Order.  Sir  Alexander 
Bali  will  shortly  proceed  to  Malta,  and  will 
be  instructed  to  concert  with  General  Vial 
the  necessary  measures  for  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  arrangements  relative  to  that  island, 
which  are  stipulated  in  the  10th  article  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  I  have  tlie 
honour  to  be,  &: c.   '  Ha w k  e s b u r y . 

M.  Otto,  tyc.  <.Vc. 

No.  3. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord 
St.  Helens  to  Lord  Flawkesbviy.  dated  St. 
Petersburgh,  April  23,    1802.. — I   hope  very 

*  The  Messages    to  Parliament,  the  divers  Fro- 
thmations,  -Declnraiions,    Inslnicliofis,    &c.  &c.    ve-  ' 
lating  to  this   subject,  v.'ill  be  found  under  their 
proper  heads,  by  referring  to  the  Table  ot  Contents, 
at  the  head  of  the  presesu  volume. 

Vol.  hi. 


soon  to  be  enabled  to  re-dispatch  your  lord- 
ship's last  messenger  with  the  answer  of  this 
government  to  the  communications  v.diich  I 
have  made  to  them,  in  obedience  to  his 
Majesty's  commands,  respecting  the  10th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  In 
the  mean  time  I  must  not  conceal  from  vour 
lordship,  that  there  is  great  reason  to  fear 
that  his  IiTiperial  Majesty  will  decline  taking 
part  in  the  -proposed  joint  guaranty  of  the 
possessions  and  new  constitution  of  the  Order 
of  Malta. 

No.  -i-.-^Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord 
St.  Helens  to  Lord  Hnivkesbnry,  dated  Peters- 
burgh, May  7,  I  802. — I  have  reason  to  hope 
that  the  first  impressions  that  had  been  pro- 
duced here  by  certain  parts  of  the  arranpe- 
ment  relative  to  Malta,  have  been  rem.oved, 
and  that  his  Imperial  Majesty  mav  even  be 
ultimately  induced  to  guaranty  the  whole  of 
that  arrangement;  provided  that  tlie  steps 
which  have  been  taken  towards  the  election 
of  a  new  Grand  Master,  according  to  the 
mode  suggested  by  this  court,  be  considered 
as  fulfilling  what  is  required  on  that  head  by 
the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  of  the  lOtii 
article  of  the  treaty  cf  Amiens  ;  and  conse- 
quently that  no  new  election  for  that  office  is 
to  take  place  in  the  manner  pointed  cut  by 
the  former  part  of  the  same  stipulation. 

Doiaring-sireet,Junc  5,  1802. 

No.  5.-^-Sir,  I  informed  you  in  my  dispatch 
No.  10,  that  M.  Otto  had  made  an  official 
communication  to  me,  that  General  Vial  was 
appointed  by  the  First  Consul  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusa- 
lem. Sir  Alexander  Sail  has  been  in  conse- 
quence invested  with  the  same  character  by 
his  ?viajesty.  He  will  proceed  immediately 
to  Malta,  and  he  v/ill  receive  instructions  to 
concert  v/ith  General  Vial  the  best  means  of 
carrying  into  complete  effect  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  10th  article  of  the  definitive 
treaty.  By  the  paragraph  marked  No.  ],  in 
that  article,  it  is  itipulated  : — ''  The  Knighli 
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"  of  ihe  Order,  \vho.;e  laiunics  shall  continue  |  nistcr,  to  the  note  verbale  which  I  delivered 
"  to  subsist  after  the  exrh:uvj;c  of  the  ratifi-  I  lo  him,  containing  his  Majesty's  propositionJ 
*•  cations  of  the  present   treaty,  are   invited  j  respecting  the  execution  of  some  points  of 


"  to  return  to  Malta  as  soon  as  that  exchange 
"  shall  have  taken  place  :  They  s^h^ll  there 
*'  fonn  a  Oeneral  Chapter,  and  shall  proceed 
*'  to  the  election  of  a  Crrand  Master,  to  be 
"  chosen  from  aniongst  the  natives  ot  those 
*'  nations  which  preserve  langncs,  if  no  such 
"  election  shall  have  been  alre:dy  made 
*'''-  since  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  ot 

♦'  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace.'" The 

object  of  this   paragraph    v/as,    that  in    the 


the  arrangements  relative  to  Malta,  con- 
tained in  the  10th  article  of  the  definitive 
treatv  of  peace.  You  will  find  the  entire  ac- 
quiescence of  this  government  to  those  pro- 
positions, expressed  in  a  very  satisfactory 
minner. 

(Irrlosure  rtfcnrd  lo  in  Xo.  (? J— His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary  has 
the  honour  tt>  transmit  herewith  to  Citizeri 
Talleyrand,  minister  for  the  lorcign  affairs  ot 


event  of  an  election  having  taken  place  sub-  j  the  French  Republic,  the  "  note  verbale"  of 
sequent  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  oi  j  the  communication  he  has  been  ordered  to 
the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  and  ante-  |  make  lo  him  by  his  government,  who  are 
cedent  to  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  I  desirous  that  the  proposals  it  contains  may  be 
treatv,  that  election  should  be  considered  a>  i  acceptable  to  the  French  government ;  ana 
vaUd';  and  though  no  mention  is  made  in  they  may  be  assured,  that  the  British  go- 
the  article  of  the  proclamation  oi  the  Em-  i  verruiient,  in  making  these  proposals,  have 
peror  of  Ixussia,  soon  atler  his  accession  to  j  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  tacilitate,  in 
the  throne,  by  which  the  Knights  of  the  |  the  easiest  manner,  the  execution  of  the 
Order  were  invited  to  assemble,  and  to  i>ro-  ,  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  to  act  in  this  respect 
ceed  to  the  election  of  a  C-Jrand  Master,  the  j  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  French  govern- 
stipulation  in  question  evidently  referred  to  |  meat.  Mr.  Merry  has  the  honour  to  rene^A'^,i 
the  contingency  in  consequence  of  thnt  I'ro-  j  on  this  occasion,  the  assurances  of  his  high 
clamation.  You  will  inform  the  French  go-  j  consideration  for  M.  Talleyrand, 
vcrnmenf,  that  his  Majesty  is  ready  to  con-  ;  Paris,  ?ji/i  June,  1  BO'i.  Ant.  MERRVi 
sider  the  election  which  has  lately  taken  place  i  I'he  citizen  minister  for  foreign  affairs  will 
at  St.  Petersburgh,  under  the  auspices  ot  the  j  find  inclosed  a  list  of  suffrages  obtained  from 
JMupcror  of  Russia,  to  be  valid,  according  to 


the  stipulation  in  the  10th  article.      fFi.. 
jestv  has   no  other  object   in   the   whole  of 
this' transaction,  than  that  the  lOth  article  ot  ; 
the  treaty  may  be  fairly  executed  ;  and   thai  j 
the  arrangement  may  b:  carried  into  com-  j 
plete  execution  with  as  little  ditliculty  as  pos-  i 
sible.     As  the   1.3th  paragrajih  ia  the    10th 
article    stipulates    that    the    oovernments    oi 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  sliould    be  iii- 
vited  to  accede  to  the  arrangements  respect- 
ing Malta,  it  is  desirable  that  the  French  go- 
vernment  should    instruct,    without    delay, 
their   ambassadors  ox-    ministei-s    at   \'ienna, 
Petersburgh,  and  Berlin,  to  make,  conjointly 
with  his  Majesty's  ministers  at  those  courts, 
an    official  coram.unication,  desiring  the   ac- ' 


everal  priories  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  for  the  election  of  a  Grand  Mas- 
ter, which  has  been  received  from  St,  Peters- 
burgh bv  the   British  government,  with  the 
notice  that  these  priories  have  agreed  amongst 
themselves,  that  his  holiness  the  Pope  shali 
select  (pro  hac  vice),  from  amongst  the  can- 
didates therein  specified,  the  person  who  is 
;o  fill  the  post  of  Grand  Master.     FIls  Bri- 
tannic Majestv  on  his  part  is  willing  to  con- 
^ider  an  election  so  made  as  valid,  according 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  10th  article  of  th«  i 
treatv  of  Aimicns.     His  Majesty,  therefore^  \ 
is  readv  to  acknowledge,  In  qualitv  of  Grand  ! 
Master^    the  person   whoin   the   Pope   shall ; 
think  proper  to  fix  upon,  from  amongst  the 
names  contained   in   that  list.     His  Majesty! 
cession  of  those  powers  to  the  Arrangements  ,  has  no  other  end  in  view  in  this,  than  to- sec  i 
relative  to  Malta  in  the  definitive  treaty ;  by  i  the'lOih  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  duly 
which  it  is  provided,  tliat  the  independence  |  fulfilled,    and    the    arrangement  it    contains  ' 
of  the  inland,  and  the  other  siipuhuions,  shall  j  executed  with  a3  little  diihculty  as  possible, 
be  under  the  guarantee  of  those   powers,  in  i  It  'u  stipulated  by  the  LSth  paragraph  of  the 
conjunction  vv'ith   his   Mr^.jesty,    the   French  |  saiiiu  article,  that  the  Austrian,  Russian,  and 


government,  and  the  King  ot  Spain.     I  have; 
the  honour  to  be,  &;c.  Hav/kesbuuv. 

Anthomj  Merrij,  liaq.  6,-c.  S:c. 
No.  G. — Extract  nf  a  dispn/chfrom  Aiuhony 


Prussian  governments,  shall  be  solicited  to 
accede  to  the  said  arrangement.  The 
British  government  is  of  opinion  that  it 
might    be    proper    for    that    of  France  to 


I'Acrrij,  Esq.  to  Lord  Haiikcsbur!/,  dattd  Pari.'t,\  send,  without  delay,  instructions  to  theif 
JiLiis  17,  1802. — 1  have  now  the  honour  to  j  ministers  at  Vienna,  Petersburgh,  and  Ben^ 
transmit  to  your  lordship,  inclosed,  copy  of  an  1  lin,     to    make     conjointly    with     his    Bri- 


answer  which  reached  me  last  night,  (though 
dated  eight  days  back),  from  the  French  m\- 


tannic    Majesty's    ministers    a    comniunica- 
tion  to  those  powers,  in  which  they  shot;]i 
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b^  invited  to  accede  to  the  arrangemeiif 
jrespecting  Malta,  by  which  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  island,  and  the  other  stipu- 
lations relative  thereto,  are  placed  under  the 
protection  and  guarantee  pf  tliosc  powers, 
conjointly  with  (heir  Britannic  and  L  atholic 
Majesties,  and  the  French  Republic. 

Translation  of  Note  rrfcrrcd  lo  in  Ao.  6. — - 
The  undersigned,  miniiter  for  foreign  af- 
fairs, has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  }.l. 
Merry,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary, his  answer  to  the  note  verbale 
which  he  addressed  to  him  on  the  Sth  I^j-ai- 
rial.  He  doubts  not  that  his  Majesty's  nii- 
nisters  will  see  in  this  answer  a  nc'x  proof  of 
the  constaiif  dispositions  of  the  First  Consul 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  English 
government,  for  the  securing  and  facilitating 
the  excecution  of  the  respective  clauses  of  the 
treaty  which  has  re-established  peace  between 
the  two  states.  The,  undersigned  has  the  ho- 
{lour  to  renew  to  M.  Alt-rry  the  assurance  of 
his  high  coiisidcratioii, 

C,  M.  Tai.leyr.a\d. 
Par-is,  20ih  Prairial,  Year  10, 

[The  minister  for  foreign  atfairs  of  the 
frenth  Republic  has  received  t\\c  comniu- 
jiication  which  has  been  made  tq  him  by  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary, 
of  the  list  of  the  candidates  nominated  by 
the  votes  of  the  dittereiit  priories  to  the 
Grand  Mastership  of  the  Ordei,-  of  Alalta; 
and  he  has  submitted  to  the  First  Consul  the 
proposal  concerted  between  the  priories  of 
the  Order,  and  approved  by  his  Britannic 
IMajesty,  of  submitting  (pro  hacj  vice)  to 
his  Holiness  the  choice  among  the  pro- 
posed candidates.  The  First  Consul  has  no 
other  object  in  whatever  relates  to  the  Order 
of  Malta,  than  to  see  the  lOth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  duly  executed,  and  to  re- 
move all  the  obstacles  which  might  render 
that  execution  tardy  or  difficult.  lie  more- 
over desires  equally  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, that  France  and  I'^ngland  should  act  in 
concert,  in  order  the  better  to  secure  the  in- 
dependence and  the  organization  of  the  Or- 
der of  Malta.  He  therefore  consents  that 
the  choice  of  its  Grand  Master,  from  the 
candidates  proposed  by  the  votes  of  the 
priories,  should  for  this  time  be  submitt<,-d  to 
his  Holiness.  As  to  the  i  3th  paragraph  of 
the  same  article,  respecting  the  acces^ion  of 
the  powers,  the  First  Consul  thinks  with  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  that  the  powers  should  be 
invited  to  give  their  consent  to  the  arrange- 
ments agreed  upon  ;  and  the  French  mini:>lers 
at  the  courts  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia, 
shall  consequently  receive  orders  to  take, 
conjointly  with  his  Britannic  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, the  necessary  st-;^ps  for  obtaining  the 


accession  provided    by    10th  arlit:Ie    of  the 
treaty  of  Amien:^. 

I'aris,  loth  rruirial,  Ytar  ](). 

PurisJ,^nc\,  \H(yl. 

No.  7. — My  Eonl,  1  had  occasion  to  ^ee 
M.  Talleyrantl  yesterday  afternoon,  for  the 
]H!rpose  of  infi'oducing  to  him,  by  appoint- 
ment, some  J'',ngli'-'h  gentlemen,  previously 
to  their  j)resenla'.ion  to-day  to  the  First  Con- 
sul. Having  gone  first  alone  into  the  mi- 
nister's cab\iic(,  he  said,  that  he  had  been 
directed  by-  General  ikionaparti',  to  represent 
to  me  several  eircumstaiices  which  stood  very 
much  in  the  v.-ay  of  that  ])erfect  reconcilia- 
tion and  good  understanding  between  the 
two  countries  and  their  governments,  which 
it  was  the  l-'irst  Consul's  sincere  wish  to  see 
re-estc.o!ished,  in  order  that  such  obstacles 
niight  be  removed  before  the  arrival  in  Lon- 
don of  the  French  ambassador;  because,  al- 
though the  circumstances  in  question  had  aU 
ready  pr-(;iduced  a  very  disagreeable  eifect, 
whilst  only  M.  Otto,  as  minister,  had  to  wit- 
ness them,  they  would  acquire  a  great  addi- 
tion of  force  if  they  should  still  exist  when 
the  ambassador  should  be  present ;  and  since 
the  First  Consul  had  given  orders  for  Ciene- 
ral  Andreo^sy  to  proceed  to  his  destination 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible^  he  wished  that 
I  should  take  an  eaih  opportunity  to  give  an 
account  to  your  lordship,  of  the  observations 
vrhicli  he  was  charged  to  make  to  me.  After 
a  preface  to  this  effect,  M.  Talleyrand  pro- 
ceeded to  slate  to  me,  that  the  accounts 
which  M.  Otto  had  transmitted  to  me  of  the 
disgust  and  inconvenience  which  he  could 
not  but  feci  and  experience  at  meethig  fre- 
quently at  his  Majesty's  court,  and  at  other 
plnces,  the  French  prince'",  and  some  French 
persons  still  decorated  with  the  insignia  of 
French  orders  which  no  longer  existed  ;  and 
at  seeing  the  countenance  and  support  which 
continued  to  be  given  in  Englarjd,  to  what 
he  lernied  the  ci-devant  French  bishops,  as 
well  as  to  other  persons  (he  here  mentioned 
C  K'orges)  inimical  to  the  present  government  of 
France,  had  affected  so  strongly  the  First  Co;i- 
sul,  and  were  in  fact  so  calculated  to  prevent 
that  system  of  cordiality  wdiich  he  was  anxious 
to  see  established,  that  it  was  incumbent  upon 
him  to  express  his  wish,  that  his  i»Jajesty's 
govc^rnment  might  be  disposed  to  remove  out 
of  the  British  dominions,  all  the  French 
princes  and  their  adherents,  together  with 
the;  French  bishoj^s,  and  other  P'rench  indivi- 
duals whose  political  principles  and  conduct 
must  necessarily  occasion  great  jealousy  to 
the  French  government.  He  continued  to 
observe,  that  the  protection  and  favour  winch 
all  the  persons  in  question  continued  to  meet 
wilhj  in  a  count rv  so  close  a   neighbour  to 
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France,  mvist  alone  be  always  considered  as 
an  encouragement  to  the  disfltfected  here, 
even  without  those  persons  themselves  being 
guilty  of  any  acts  tendingto  foment  fresh  dis- 
turbances ill  this  country ;  but  that  the  go- 
vernment here,  possessed  proofs  of  the  abuse 
which  they  were  now  making  of  the  protec- 
tion which  they  enjoyed  in  England,  and  of 
the  advantage  they  were  taking  of  the  vicini- 
ty of  their  situation  to  France,  by  being  really 
o-'^uiity  of  sucii  act:-,  since  several  printed  pa- 
pers had  lately  been  intercepted,  whicii  it 
vas  known  they  had  sent,  and  caused  to  be 
circulated  in  France,  and  which  had  for  ob- 
ject to  create  an  opposition  to  the  govern- - 
ment.  I  cannot,  my  lord,  do  better  than  re- 
fer vou  to  v.'hat  ycu  will  have  read  in  the 
French  official  paper  of  the  day  before  yes- 
terda}';  under  the  article  of  Paris,  for  the 
exact  text  of  M.  Talleyrand's  discourse  upon 
this  subject ;  which  he  concluded  by  saying, 
that  he  thought  the  residence  of  Louis  XVIIi . 
was  now  the  proper  place  for  that  of  the  rest 
of  the  famibr',  a::d  that  I  might  add  this  sug- 
pestion  in  my  i-eport  to  your  lordship.  I  an- 
swered the  French  minister,  thai  without  any 
reference  to  you,  I  could  assure  hirn,  tl;at 
the  practices  of  the  French  residing  'm  Eng- 
land, of  which  he  complained,  had  not  been 
encouraged,  nor  would  be  countenanced  by 
his  Majesty's  government ;  which  vv-as  as  sln- 
-cerely  disposed  to  cultivate  harmony  and  a 
fpod  understanding  between  the  two  cov:n- 
tries,  as  he  had  represented  the  First  Consul 
to  be  ;  but  that  I  could  by  no  means  say  how 
far  they  would  be  disposed  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sures which  he  had  intimated  to  be  General 
Buonaparte's  wish  that  they  should  pursue,  in 
order  to  remove  so  eifectually,  every  thing 
which  might  not  perhaps  be  considered 
equally  by  them,  as  giving  just  cause  of  of- 
fence or  jealousy  to  France.  M.  Talleyrand 
did  not  rejoin  upon  the  matter ;  but  asked 
m.e  when  I  proposed  v\'ridng.  Upon  m.y  re- 
plying I  should  lose  no  time,  he  said,  that  if 
I  should  write  as  to-day,  he  would  avail  hiin- 
self  of  the  opportunity  to  convey  a  letter  to 
;\L  Ofto.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         A.  Merry. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Han-kcsl'Uiy,  ^w  ^'c, 

Doii;n:n^-s:ret:t,J:ir,e  10,  1802, 
No.  8. — Sir,  Your  dispatches  of  the  4-th 
instant  were  received  on  Monday  night,  and 
have  been  laid  before  the  King.  The  ac- 
count given  in  that  dispatch  of  the  conversa- 
tion which  passed  on  the  3d  instant,  between 
you  and  M.  Talleyrand,  respecting  the 
French  princes  and  their  adherents,  would 
have  afforded  here  considerable  surprize  if 
his  Majesty's  government  had  not  in  some 
degree  been  prepared  for  it  by  information 
which  ha4  been  previously  received :  from 


the  manner,  however,  in  which  this  subject 
has  been  mentioned  to  you,  it  is  important 
that  %  ou  should  take  a  proper  opportunity  ta 
explain,  candidly  and  fairly,  to  the  French, 
orovernrnent,  the  line  of  conduct  which  his 
Majesty  feels  it  to  be  his  duty  to  pursue  in 
this  very  delicate  business.  His  Majesty 
would  certainly  consider  it  inconsistent  with 
both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  between  him  and  the  French  Repubt 
lie,  to  encourage  or  countenance  any  pror 
jects  that  might  be  hostile  to  the  present  go^ 
vernment  of  France.  He  is  sincerely  de- 
sirous that  the  peace  which  has  been  con- 
cluded may  be  permanent,  and  may  lead  to 
the  esfablishm.ent  of  a  system  of  good  un- 
derstanding and  "harniony  between  the  two, 
countries.  V/ith  these  sentiments  he  is  dis- 
posed to  employ  all  the  means  in  his  power 
to  guard  against  any  circumstance  which  can 
have  the  effect  of  disturbing  the  tranquillity 
that  has  been  so  happily  restored  ;  and  he 
certainly  expects  that  all  foreigners  who  may 
reside  within  his  dominions,  should  not  only 
hold  a  conduct  conformable  to  the  laws  of 
the  country,  but  should  abstain  from  all  acts 
which  may  be  hostile  to  the  government  of 
any  country  with  which  his  Majesty  may  be 
at  peace.  As  long,  however,  as  they  con- 
duct themselves  according  to  these  principles, 
his  Majesty  would  feel  it  inconsistent  with 
his  dignity,  with  his  honour,  and  with  the 
common  lav^'s  of  hospitahty,  to  deprive  them 
of  that  protection  vdiich  individuals  resident 
in  his  dominions  can  only  forfeit  by  their 
own  misconduct.  The  greater  part  of  the 
persons  to  whom  allusion  has  been  made  in 
M.  Talleyrand's  conversation  with  you,  are 
living  in  retirement,  and  his  Majesty  has  no 
reason  whatever  to  suppose  that  since  the. 
conclusion  of  peace  they^.ave  availed  them- 
selves of  their  residence  in  this  country  to 
promote  any  designs  injurious  to  the  govern- 
ment of  France.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 
Antk .  /!  !cny,  ^\c.  cYc.  FL-i  w  k £  s  b  v  r  y  <, 

Paris,  Jiiue  17,  1802. 
No.  9, — My  Lord,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  your  lordship,  that  I  have  executed 
the  instructions  given  me  by  your  secret  and 
I  confidential  dispatch  (No.  14),  in  conse- 
I  quence  of  the  comnmnication  from  ^L  Tal- 
leyrand, which  I  transmitted  in  mv  Number 
28,  respecting  the  residence  of  the  French 
princes,  and  other  French  persons  in  his 
Majesty's  dominions.  In  dehvering  my  an- 
swer on  thici  business  to  the  French  minister, 
I  took  care  to  express,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner, the  assurances  which  your  lordship  has 
authorized  me  to  give  of  his  Majesty's  sin- 
cere desire  that  the  peace  which  has  happily 
been  concluded  should  be  permanent,  and 
that  it  should  lead  to  the  eslabrishment  ot  a 
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system  of  harmony  and  good  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  ;  and  that,  as  his 
Majesty's  conduct  wouldj  in  every  respect, 
be  guided  bv  th-ose  sentiments,  he  of  course 
wGuid  not  tolerate,  much  less  encourage,  any 
])roreedings  on  the  part  of  persons  within  hib 
dominions,  wiiich  might  be  hostile  to  the 
present  government  of  France  :  which  as- 
surances might,  I  trusted,  be  sutlicient  to 
tranquillize  and  satisfy  the  First  Consul,  v/ith- 
oui  recurring  to  the  measures  which  had 
i)een  iatimctted  to  ine,  and  which  could  not 
but  be  considered  as  inconsistent  with  his 
IMajesty's  dignity  and  honour,  ?<■  well  as  v/}lh 
the  common  laws  of  hospitality,  which  h.e 
could  not  but  observe  towards  foreigners  in 
his  dominions,  until  they  should  have  for- 
feited that  protection  by  their  misconduct. 
I\I.  Talleyrand  expressed  to  tne  in  reply, 
that  the  First  Consul  had  solicited  no- more 
than  the  British  government  itself  had,  at  the 
time,  demanded  of  France,  when  the  Pre- 
tender was  in  this  country,  and  then  had 
been  practised  between  other  governments 
under  similar  circumstances ;  that  he  could 
not  see  any  humiliation  in  the  measure  v.'hich 
he  had  Intimated  to  me  ;  that  he  could  assure 
me  it  had  not  been  suggested  with  any  such 
idea;  and  that  he  could  only  repeat,  that  tlic 
adoption  of  it  would  be  in  the  highest  de- 
gree agreeable  and  satisfactory  to  the  First 
Consul,  and  be  considered  by  him  as  the  most 
convincing  proof  of  his  Majesty's  disposition 
to  see  a  cordial  good  understanding  establish- 
ed between  the  two  countries ;  concludinp- 
his  answer  v/ith  a  request  that  I  would  report 
it  to  your  lordship.  I  rejoined  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  observing  to  the  French  minister, 
that  even  without  adverting  (o  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  King's  dignity  and  ho- 
nour, the  feeHngs  of  the  people  of  England 
were  to  be  taken  into  account  on  the  occa- 
sion :  that  he  must  be  sensible  the  relative 
situation,  hitherto,  of  the  two  countries, 
especially  in  regard  to  trade,  aiforded  his 
Majesty's  subjects  no  room  to  reap  those  ad- 
vantages which  were  common  to,  and  which 
were  always  expected  from  a  state  of  peace, 
and  that  it  therefore  appeared  to  m-;  that  the 
First  Consul  would  equally  give  a  proof  of  his 
disposition  to  see  harmony  and  a  friendly  in- 
tercourse re-established  between  the  two,  na- 
tions, by  not  repeating  his  wish  upon  a  mat- 
ter which  Vv'ould  operate  in  the  strongest 
manner  against  such  an  approximation  and 
reconciliation  of  sentiments,  were  it  even 
only  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  I\Ia- 
jesty's  subjects.  /  am  hcippi/,  my  lord,  to 
say^  that  M.  Talleyrand  shelved  no  ii-arinth, 
or  any  very  viarkt:d  eagerness,  in  his  ■juavncr 
of  reply in<r  to  my  commmiicalion  ;  and  that 
our   cofiYfl'S^tip/l   0"   t^iis   head   terrainatvd 


with  the  last  rcuiarks  I  made  to  him,  when. 
he  changed  it  to  another  subject.  1  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &:g.  ANxn.  MniiKy. 

Hi.  Hon.  Lord  Ilaicle^oary,  fyc.  <.Vc. 

Portman  square,  July  25,  1802. 

No.  10. — 'i'ruKslation. — I\!y  Lord,  I  frans- 
mitted,  son;ie  tjme  ago,  to  Mr.  Flanunond,  a 
humber  oi  Peltier,  containing  the  most  gross, 
calumnies  against  the  French  govurnment,and 
against  the  whole  nation  ;  and  1  observed, 
that  1  should  probably  receive  an  order  to  de- 
mand the  punisiimont  of  such  an  abuse  of  the 
press.  That  order  is  actually  arrived,  and  I 
cannot  conceal  irom  you,  my  lord,  that  the 
reiterated  insults  of  a  small  n umber  of  fo- 
reigners, assembled  in  Fondon  to  conspire 
against  the  French  government,  produce  (h^i 
n;ost  unfavourable  eifects  on,  tiic  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  nations.  Even 
though  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Am.iens 
had  not  provided  fcr  the  maintenance  of  that 
respect,  \vhich  two  independent  nations  ov/e 
to  each  other  ;  the  general  maxims  of  the  law 
of  nations  would  iormally  condemn  so  revolts 
ing  fin  abuse  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  It 
cann.ot  be  believed,  that  the  law  can  give 
more  latitude  to  a  libellist  than  to  any  other 
individual,  who,  without  declaration  of  war, 
should  permit  himself  to  violate  the  duties  of 
good  neighbourhood.  The  otience  in  ques- 
tion is  so  much  the  more  serious,  as  its  object 
is  evidently  to  disturb  the  harmony  which 
subsists  between  the  tv/o  governments.  It  is 
not  to  Peltier  alone,  but  to  the  editor  of  the 
"  Courier  FraiKois  dc  Londres,"  to  Cobbelt, 
and  to  other  writers  v.dao  resemble  them,  that 
I  have  to  direct  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's 
government.  The  perfidious  and  m.alevoltnt 
publications  of  these  men,  are  in  open  con- 
tradiction to  the  principles  of  peace,  and  if  it 
could  ever  enter  into  the  mind  of  the  French 
government  to  permit  reialiation,  writers 
would  doubtlts  be  found  in  France,  v.illing 
to  avenge  their  countrymen  by  filling  their 
pages  with  odious  reiieclions  on  the  most  re- 
spectable persons,  and  on  the  dearest  insti- 
tutions of  Great  Britain.  The  want  of  posi- 
tive laws  against  these  sorts  of  ottences  cannot 
palliate  the  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
according  to  which  peace  should  put  a  stop 
to  all  species  of  hostilities  ;  and  doubtless 
those  which  wound  the  honour  and  reputa- 
tion of  a  government,  and  which  tend  to 
cause  a  revolt  of  the  people,  whose  interests 
are  confided  to  that  government,  are  the  most 
apt  to  lessen  the  advantages  of  peace,  and  to 
keep  up  national  resentments.  I  have  the 
honour  to,  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)         Otto. 
Tu  his  ExceUcncy  Lord  IIav:kesbury, 

Jl/inistcrand  Secretary  of  Stale  for 

tin  t\;re:g>c  Depart jnent. 
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Do-ninjr-s!rcct.Ji/lj/  2S,  1S02. 

No.  11. — Sir,  r  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowk'dc;e  ihe  receipt  of  your  letter  on  the 
subject  of  the  last  number  of  Peltier.  It  is 
impossible  that  his  Majesty's  governmeut 
could  peruse  the  article  in  question  without 
the  s;yeulest  displeasure,  and  without  an  anri- 
oiis  desire  that  the  person  who  published  it 
should  sufi-'er  the  piirdshniznt  he  so  jiisthi  dc- 
ani-es.  The  calumnies,  however,  to  which 
his  Majesty's  government,  and  many  of  the 
best  subjects  iq  this  country,  are  frequently 
exposed  in  the  pubUc  prints,  must  necessarily 
convince  all  foreign  governments  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  exist  jn  ^  constitution  like  that 
of  Great  Britain,  in  preventing  the  abiise 
which  is  often  unavoidably  attendant  on  the 
greatest  of  all  political  benefits;  and  though 
publications  of  this  nature  are,  as  they  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be,  by  the  law  of  England, 
subject  to  punishment,  it  il  often  dithci?lt  to 
prove  the  guilt  of  an  individual  so  satisfactori- 
Iv  as  10  obtain  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice; and  the  inconvenience  which  arises 
from  prosecution,  unless  there  is  a  reason- 
able prospect  of  success,  is  frequently  suffi- 
cient to  deter  both  the  government  and  indi- 
viduals from  undertaking  it.  In  the  present 
case  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  refer  the 
article  in  question  to  his  Majesty's  Attorne}' 
General,  for  his  opinion  whether  it  is  or  is  l 
not  a  libel,  according  to  the  construction  of 
the  law  of  J'Lngland,  and  whether  it  is  such  a 
libel  as  he  would,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
recommend  for  prosecution.  As  soon  as  ] 
receive  his  report,  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
communicating  it  to  you.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &;c.  (Signed)      nAWKESEur.v. 

.1/.  Oito,  cVc.  tVc. 

No,  \'2.—CTranslafio77._) — N'ote. — The  un- 
dersigned minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic  having  submitted  to  his  go- 
vernment the  letter  which  his  Excellency 
Lord  Hawkesburv,  minister  and  principal  se- 
cretary of  slate  of  his  F>rilannic  iSIajcsty,  did 
him  the  honour  of  writing  under  date  of 
the  27th  July,  is  directed  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing; observations  : — If  the  British  government 
tolerates  censures  upon  the  acts  of  ils  admi- 
nistration, and  the  personal  abuse  of  the 
most  respectable  men,  it  does  not  suffer  even 
the  slighlest  attempt  against  the  public  tran- 
quillity, the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire, 
and  the  supreme  authority  which  arises  from 
ihem.  Every  nation  is,  moreover,  at  hbertv 
to  sacrifice  any  advantage  whatever  in  i(s  in- 
ferior, in  order  to  obtain  another  to  which  it 
attaches  a  higher  value;  but  the  government 
which  does  not  repress  the  licentiousness  of 
the  press,  when  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  ho- 
nour or  the  interests  of  foreign  powers,  M'ould 


ger  the  public  tranquillity,  or  at  least  the  good 
understanding  that  forms  the  basis  of  it,  and 
v.'henever  such  serious  injuries  are  continued 
in  a  regular  and  systematic  manner,  doubts 
must  arise  as  to  its  ov.'n  dispositions.  The 
particular  laws  and  constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain arc  subordinate  to  the  general  principles 
of  the  law  of  nalions,  which  supercede  the 
laws  of  each  individual  state.  If  it  be  a  right 
in  England  to  allov.'  the  most  extensive  li- 
berty to  the  press,  it  is  a  public  right  of  po- 
lished nations,  and  the  bounden  duty  of  go- 
vernments to  prevent,  repress,  and  punish, 
ftvery  attack  which  might  by  those  means 
be  made  against  the  rights  ^^''^  inte- 
rests, and  the  honour  of  foreign  powers. 
This  general  maxim  of  the  law  of  nalions  has 
never  been  mistaken  without  paving  the  way 
for  the  greatest  divisions,  and  ha 9  even  fur- 
nished in  Emr/arui  a  piausibk  pretext  to  tkost 
ti'ho  have  ivrilfeii  volumes  tn  prove  the  neces^itu 
of  the  last  war  against  France^  ^rc  these 
men  now  desirous  of  presenting  to  the 
Consular  go^ernmiont  a  weapon  which  they 
have  '.vielded  with  so  much  address  ?  And 
can  they  flatter  themselves  (hit  the  authority 
which  has  signed  the  peace  has  not  power  to. 
maintain  it.'  Bv  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
of  ^\miens,  the  two  powers  agree  to  afford  na 
protection,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
those  who  should  cause  preiudice  to  any  of 
them.  But  the  greatest  of  all  injuries  doubt- 
less is,  that  which  tends  to  debase  a  foreign 
government,  or  to  excite  within  its  territory 
civil  and  religious  commotions ;  and  the  most 
decided  of  all  protections,  is  that  which 
places  under  the  safeguard  of  the  laws,  men 
who  seek  not  onI,y  to  disturb  the  political 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  but  even  to  dissolve 
the  first  bonds  of  society.  The  undersigned 
minister  must  moreover  observe,  that  this  is 
not  a  question  respecting  some  paragraphs, 
which,  through  the  inadvertence  of  an  edi- 
tor, might  have  been  accidentally  inserted  in 
a  pubhc  print ;  but  it  is  a  question  of  a  deep 
and  continued  system  of  defamation,  directed 
not  only  against  the  Chief  of  the  Erench  Re- 
public, but  against  all  the  constituted  autho- 
rities of  the  Republic,  against  the  whole  na- 
tion, represented  by  these  libellers  in  the 
most  odious  and  d'-grading  terms,  it  has 
even  been  remarked  that  many  of  these  prints 
contain  an  appeal  to  the  French  people, 
against  the  government  and  fundamental 
laws  of  their  country.  If  these  observations 
apply  to  the  English  writers,  who,  for  these 
three  montlis  past,  have  deluged  the  public, 
with  the  most  perfidious  and  unbecoming 
publications,  they  are  still  more  applicable  ta> 
a  class  of  foreign  calumniators,  who  appear  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  asylum  offered  them 


afford  an  opportunity  for  libellists  to  endan-    in  England  only  for  the  purpose  of  the  better 
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gratifying   their  hatred  against  France,  and 
undermining  the    foundations    of    peace. — 
It  is  not  merely  by  insulting  and   seditious 
writings,  evidently  published    with  a  view  to 
circulation  in   France,  but  by  other    incen- 
diary papers  distributed  through  the  maritime 
departments,  in  order  to  excite  the   evil-dis- 
posed or  weak  inhabitants  to  resist  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Concordalty  that  the  implaca- 
ble enemies  of  France  continue  to  exercise 
hostilities,  and  to  provoke   the  just  indigna- 
tion of  the  French  government  and  ])eople. 
iVot  a  doubt  exists  of  these  writings  having 
been  composed  and  circulated   by  CJeorges, 
«nd  by  the  former  bishops  of  France.    These 
men  can  no  longer  be  considered  but  as   re- 
bels against  both  political  and  religious  au- 
ihoritv  ;  and  after  their  reiterated  atteriipts  to 
disturb  the  good  understanding  between  the 
two  governments,  their  residence  in  England 
militates  openly  against  the  spirit  and  letter 
of  the  treaty  of  peace.     The  meetings  like- 
wise which  have  take  place  in   the  island  of 
Jersey,  and  the  odious  plots  which  are  there 
framed,  in  spite  of  the  representations  which 
the  undersigned  minister  has  already  taken 
care  to  make  on  this  subject,  also  demand 
immediate  measures  to  be  taken  by  a  govern- 
ment, the  neighbour  and  friend  of  France. 
'Other    persons    (attached,    by    recollections 
!nevcr  to  be  eflaced,  and  by  regrets  too  long 
fostered,    to  an  order   of   things   wliich  no 
longer  exists  in  France)  find  themselves  daily 
implicated  by  the  plots  of  those  who  pretend 
to  serve  them.     A  sense  of  their  own  repu- 
tation will  without  doubt  lead  them  to  avoid 
a  focus  of  intrigues,  with  which  they  ought 
not  to   have   the   least   connection.     Peace 
happily  re-established,  the  mutual  desire  of 
the  two  governments  to  render  it  solid  and 
lasting,  and   the  general  interests  of  huma- 
nity, require  that  all  these    causes   of  dissa- 
tisfaction should  be  done  away,  and  that  his 
Majesty's    ministry   should,    by    frank    and 
energetic  measures,  manifest  their  disappro- 
bation of  all  the  attempts  made  to  produce 
iiew  divisions.     The  undersigned  has  in  con- 
seqitence  received  especial  orders  to  solicit — 
1st.  That  his  Majesty's  government  will 
adopt  the  most  effectual  measures  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  unbecoming  and  seditious  publi- 
cations with  which  the  newspapers  and  other 
writings  printed  in  England  are  filled. 

'2d.  That  the  individuals  mentioned  in  the 
undersigned  minister's  letter  of  the  23d  July 
last,  shall  be  sent  out  of  the  island  of  Jersey. 
3d.  That  the  former  Bishops  of  Arras  and 
St.  Pol  de  Leon,  and  all  those,  who  like 
them,  under  the  pretext  of  religion,  seek 
to  raise  disturbances  in  the  interior  of 
France,  shall  likewise  be  sent  away. 

4th.  That  Gfioroes  and  his  adherents  shall 


be  transported  to  Canada^  according  to  the  in- 
tention '^luch  thi^  tinderaigiied  hits  been  directed 
to  irunsiidt  to  his  governineiit  at  the  requal  (<f 
Lord  Haiekeiibiirij. 

5th;  That,  in  order  to  deprive  the  eviU 
disposed  of  every  pretext  for  disturbing  the 
pood  understanding  between  the  (wo  go- 
vernments, it  shall  be  recomm.ended  to  the 
princes  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  at  present 
in  Great  Britain,  to  repair  to  Warsaw,  thu 
residence  of  the  head  of  their  family. 

Cth.  That  such  -of  the  French  emigrants 
as  still  think  proper  to  wear  the  orders  and 
decorations  belonging  to  the  ancient  govern- 
ment of  France,  sliall  be  required  to  quit 
the  territory  of  (he  British  empire. 

These    d'emands   are    founded    upon    the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  and  upon  the   verbal  as- 
surances that  the  undtrsigned  minister  has  had 
the  satisfaction  to  receive  in   the  course  of  the 
negociatians,  ivith  regard  to  a  viutiud  agree- 
ment for  maintaining  tranquillity  and  good  or- 
der in  the  two  countries.     If  any  one  in  par- 
ticular of  these  demands  does  not  proceed  so 
immediately   from   the  treaty   concluded,  it 
would  be  easy  to  justify  it  by  striking  exam- 
ples, and   to  prove  how  very  attentive  the 
British  government  has  been  in  times  of  in- 
ternal fermentation,  to  remove  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  a  neighbouring  power   those  who 
miglit    endanger    the    public  tranquillity. — 
Whatever  may  be  the  protection  which  the 
English  laws  afford  to  native  writers  and  to 
other  subjects  of  his  Majesty,   the   French 
government  knows    that  foreigners    do   not 
here  enjoy  the  same  protection ;  and  that  the 
law,  known  by  the  tide   of  the  Alien  Act^ 
gives  (he  ministry  of  his  Britannic   Majesty 
an  authority   which   it   has    oiten  exercised 
against  foreigners  whose   residence  was  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests   of    Great    Britain. 
"The  first  clause  of  this  Act  states  expressly, 
that  any  order  in  council  which  requires   a 
foreigii'er  to   quit  the  kingdom,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted under  pain  of  imprisonm.ent  and  trans- 
portation.    There  exists,   therefore,   in  the 
nunistry  a  legal  and  sutHcient  power  to  re- 
strain foreigners,  without  having  recourse  to 
the  courts  "of  law,  and  the  French  govern- 
ment, which   offers  on  (his  point  a  perfect 
reciprocit)',  thinks  it  gives  a  new  proof  of 
its  pacific  intentions,  by  demanding  that  those 
persons  piay  be  sent  away,  whose  machina- 
tions uniformly  tend  to  sow  discord  between 
the  two  people.     It  owes  to  itself  and  to  the 
nation  at  large,  (which  has  made  it  the   de- 
pository of  itspower  and  of  its  honour),  uot 
to  appear  insensible  to  insults  and  to  plots 
during  profound  peace,  v/hich  the  irritation 
of  open  war  could  not  justify,  and  it  is  too 
\\'ell  acquainted  with  the  conciliatory  dispo- 
sitions of  the  British   ministry,  not  to  rely 
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•upon  it'^^  efToris  lo  disperse  a  faction  equally 
toe   enemv  of  I-'rance    and    Pilngland.     The 
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undersigned  mijiisfer  seizes  this  opportunity 
to  present  to  his  Excellency  Lord  Havvkes- 
burv,  the  homage  oi^  his  respectful  consider- 
ation. (Signed)  Orxo. 

London,   Vi'li  .Ufymt^   180'i. 

Dov:iun^-!<Lrcct,  .'li/^i:si  2n,    1  S02._ 

No.  l.'i. — Sir,  I  send  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  received  some  days  ago  from 
M.  Otto,  together  -with  a  copy  of  an  oflicial 
note  inclosed  in  it.  I  have  informed  Isj. 
Otto,  that  you  would  receive  instructions  to 
enter  into  explanations  with  the  Fi'ench  go- 
vernment on  the  several  points  to  which  it 
refers.  It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  consider- 
able surprize  at  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  has  been  thought  proper  io  present 
juch  a  note ;  at  the  stile  in  which  it  is  drawn 
lip,  and  at  the  complaints  contained  i;i  it. 
Whatever  may  be  the  general  dispositions  of 


complain  if  their  subsequent  appeal  to  his 
Ivlajesty  had  failed  to  produce  the  effect  that 
otherwise  would  have  attended  it.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  nature  of  the  prior 
injury,  they  have  in  fact  taken  the  law  intd 
their  ou-il  hands  :  and  what  is  this  recrimi- 
nation and  retort?  The  paragraphs  in  the 
English  nev,-spapers,  the  publications  to  which 
I  have  above  referred,  iiave  not  appeared  un- 
der any  authority  of  the  British  government, 
and  are  disavotved  and  disapproved  of  by 
them  ;  but  the  paragraph  in  the  Monitcur 
has  appeared  in  a  paper  avowedly  official,  for 
which  the  government  are  therefore  consi- 
dered as  responsible,  as  his  Ivlajesty's  go- 
vernment is  responsible  for  the  contents  of 
the  London  Gazette.  And  this  retort  is  not 
ccniiii'id  to  the  unauthorized  English  ne\^-s- 
pnpers,  or  to  the  other  publications  of  which 
complaint  is  now  made,  but  is  converted  in- 
to, and  made  a  pretence  for  a  direct  attack 


supposing  them  to  be  as  hostile  as  they  have 
been  at  any  former  period,  or  even  more  so, 
it  would  appear  so  contrary  to  their  interest 


the  French  government  towards  this  country,    upon  the  government  of  his  Majesty.     I/is 

Majesty  J  cch  it  bencalh  his  dtgniiy  to  make  any 
forimd  coinphii]it  oil  this  occasion;  but  it  has 
been  impossible  for  me  to  proceed  to  the 
to  prcvoke"a  v/ar  w'lih  us  at  the  jiresenl  mo-  !  otiier  p;n-t:<  of  the  subject,  without  pointing 
ment,  that  I  am  inclined  to  ascribe  their  con- 
duct, in  (he  whole  of  this  business,  more  to 
temper,  than  to  any  other  motive  ;  but  whe- 
ther their  conduct  is  to  be  referred  to  tem- 
per or  to  policy,  the  effects  of  it  may  ^^iill  be 
■tliesame;  it  is  therefore  become  of  the  uL- 
niost  importance  that  a  frank  explanation 
should  be  made  of  the  line  of  conduct  which 
his  Majesty  has  deterniined  to  adopt  on  rea- 
sons of  the  nature  of  those  lo  which  this 
note  refers,  and  of  the  motives  on  which  it 
is  founded  ;  and  i'  is  to  be^ hoped  that  such 
an  explanation  will  have  the  e'fect  of  putting 
an  end  to  a  course  of  proceeding  which  can 
lead  only  to  perpetual  irritation  between  the 
two  governments,  and  which  might  uUimate- 
Iv  tend  to  the  most  serious  consequences. 
The  first  consideration  that  naturally  arises 


en  this  n-ansaclion,  is  that  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances  under  v/hich  the'  note  of  M. 
Otto  has  been  presented.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  some  very  improper  paragraphs 
have  lately  appeared  in  seme  of  the  English 
newspapers  against  the  government  of  France ; 
it  cannot  be  denied  likewise,  that  publica- 
tions of  a  still  more  improper  and  indecent 
nature  have  made  their  appearance  in  this 
country,  with  the  names  of  foreie;ners  af- 
fixed to  them.  Under  these  circum-stances 
the  French  governm.ent  would  have  been 
warranted  in  expecting  every  redress  that  the 
laws  of  this  country  could  afford  them  ;  but 
as,  instead  of  seeking  it  in  the  ordinary 
course,  they  have  thought  fit  to  resort  to  rc- 
criniination  themselves,  or  at  least  to  autho- 
rize it  in  GtkerSj  they  could  have  no  right  to 


your  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  French 
eovernment  in  this  respect,  that  you  may 
observe  upon  it  in  the  manner  it  deserves^ 
The  pro;yjsition3  in  M.  Olto's  official  note, 
are  six  in  number;  but  may  in  fact  be  di- 
vided under  two  heads:  the  first,  that  which 
relates  to  the  libels  of  all  descriptions,  which 
areailedgedtobe  published  against  the  French 
government ;  the  last,  comprehending  the 
five  complaints  which  relate  to  the  emigrants 
resident  in  this  country.  On  the  first,  I  am 
sure  you  must  be  aware  that  his  Majesty  can- 
not, and  never  will,  in  consequence  of  any 
representation  or  any  menace  from  a  foreign 
power,  miake  anv  concession,  which  can  be 
in  the  smallest  degree  dangerous  to  the  li- 
berty of  the  press,  as  secured  by  the  consti- 
tution of  this  country.  This  liberty  is  justly 
deal  to  every  British  subject,  "i  he  constitu- 
tion admits  of  no  previous  restraints  upon 
pubhcations  of  any  description  ;  but  there 
exist  judicatures,  wholly  independent  of  the 
executive  government,  capable  of  taking 
cognisance  of  such  publications  as  the  law 
deems  to  be  criminal,  and  which  are  bound 
to  indict  the  punishment  the  delinquents  inay 
deserve ;  these  judicatures  may  take  cogni- 
zance not  only  of  libels  against  the  go- 
vernment and  the  magistracy  of  this  king- 
dom, but,  as  has  been  repeatedly  experi- 
enced, of  publications  defamatory  of  those 
in  vvdiose  hands  the  administration  of  foreign 
governments  is  placed.  That  our  govern- 
ment neither  has  nor  wants  any  other  pro- 
tection than  w-hat  the  laws  of  the  country 
afford  ;  and  though  they  are  willing  and  ready 
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lo  give  to  every  foreign  government  all 
the  protection  against  offences  of  (his  na.ture 
whicli  the  principle  of  tlieir  laws  and  consti- 
tution will  admit,  they  never  can  consent  to 
new-model  their  laws,  or  to  change  Iheir 
constitution,  to  gratify  the  wisl.es  of  any  fo- 
reign power.  If  the  present  French  govern- 
ment are  dissatisfied  with  our  laws  on  the 
subject  of  libels,  or  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  administration  of  justice  in  our  courts 
is  too  tardy  and  lenient,  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  redress  themselves  by  punishing 
the  venders  and  distributors  ot  such  publica- 
tions within  their  own  territories,  in  any 
manner  that  they  may  think  proper,  and 
thereby  preventing  the  circulation  of  them. 
If  they  think  their  present  laws  are  not  suf- 
ficient for  this  purpose  they  may  enact  new 
ones ;  or,  if  they  think  it  expedient,  they 
may  exercise  the  right  which  they  have  of 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  foreign 
newspapers,  or  periodical  publications,  into 
the  territories  of  the  French  Republic.  His 
Majesty  will  not  complain  of  such  a  measure, 
as  it  is  not  his  intention  to  interfere  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  people  or  territories  of 
France  sliould  be  governed  ;  but  he  expects, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment will  not  interfere  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  government  of  his  dominions  is 
conducted,  or  call  for  a  change  in  those  laws 
with  which  his  people  arc  perfectly  satistied. 
With  respect  to  the  distinction  which  ap- 
pears to  be  drawn  in  M.  Otto's  note,  be- 
tween the  publications  of  British  subjects 
and  those  of  foreigners,  and  the  power 
which  his  Majesty  is  supposed  lo  have  in 
consequence  of  the  Alien  Act,  of  sending 
foreigners  out  of  his  dominions,  it  is  im- 
portant to  observe  that  the  provisions  of  that 
act  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  residence  of  foreigners,  whose  numbers 
and  principles  had  a  tendency  to  disturb  the 
internal  peace  of  his  own  dominions,  an.i 
whom  the  safety  of  those  dominions  might 
require  in  many  instances  to  be  removed, 
even  if  their  actual  conduct  had  not  exposed 
them  to  punishment  by  law.  It  does  not 
follow  that  it  wouid  be  a  warrantable  appli- 
cation of  such  a  law  to  exert  its  powers  in 
the  cases  of  individuals  such  as  those  of 
whom  comiplaint  is  now  made,  and  particu- 
larly as  they  are  liable  to  be  prosecuted  un- 
der the  law  of  the  land,  in  like  manner  as 
others  have  been  in  similar  cases,  at  the  in- 
stance, and  upon  the  complaint  of  foreign 
governments.  The  second  general  head, 
which  includes  the  five  last  complaints,  re- 
lates to  the  removal  of  some  of  the  French 
emigrants  resident  in  this  country.  His  Ma- 
jesty enteitained  hopes  that  the  explanation 
furnished  on  this  head  in  my  dispatch  No.  14. 


would  have  proved  satisfactory,  and 
would  have  precluded  the  necessity  of  any 
farther  discussion  on  this  subject.  The 
French  government  have  upon  several  occa- 
sions resorted  on  this  part  of  the  subject  to 
precedent,  and  have  particularly  rested  on 
(he  demand  formerly  made  by  tliis  country, 
that  th.e  person  theia  called  the  Pretender, 
should  be  sent  from  the  French  dominions. 
It  is  important  that  the  differences  betv\'een 
these  two  cases  should  be  staled.  When 
James  the  Second  abdicated  tlie  throne,  and 
left  this  country,  he  retired  with  his  adhe- 
rents to  France ;  and  though  in  the  war 
which  immediately  succeeded  tliat  event,  the 
French  government  adopted  his  cause  as 
their  own,  no  stipulation  was  made  at  the 
Treaty  of  Ryswick,  that  he  should  be  sent 
from  that  country,  nor  was  any  subsequent 
demand  ever  made  to  the  French  girvcrn- 
ment  to  this  effect ;  but  he  was  suriered  to 
remain  at  Saint  Germain,  in  the  neiyhbour- 
hootl  of  Paris,  surro\mded  bv  hib  tamily  and 
friends,  till  the  time  of  his  death.  It  was 
not  till  after  his  demise,  when  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth,  in  direct  violation  of  the  treaty 
of  Rysv^ick,  had  aeknowledged  his  son  as 
King  of  Great  Britain,  that  a  different  course 
of  proceeding  was  adopted  oy  the  British 
government;  and  in  tli.  treaty  of  peace 
signed  at  Utrecht,  which  put  an  eiid  to  the 
war  which  had  been  carried  on,  on  account 
of  the  Spanish  succession,  an  article  was  in- 
serted to  prevent  the  Pielender  from  resid- 
ing in  any  part  of  the  F'rench  dominions. 
The  demand  which  was  subsequently  m.ade 
for  the  removal  of  the  Pretender  from  a  town 
which  was  situated  in  the  centre  of  these  do- 
minions, was  founded  on  this  article  of  the 
tiealy,  which  was  in  fact  one  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  peace;  but  both  the  article  in 
tlie  treaty  and  the  demand  were  confined  lo 
the  Pr<^tender  personally,  and  were  not  ex- 
tended to  any  of  his  family,  or  to  any  of  his 
adherents.  /Vfter  his  removal,  manv  of  his 
adherents  continued  to  rencic  in  France; 
many  persons  resident  in  this  country,  who 
were  attached  to  the  cause  of  the  Pretender, 
and  had  promoted  the  rebellion  in  his  fa- 
vour, and  who  v\  ere  consequently  attainted 
for  high  treason,  sought  rciuge  in  France, 
and  were  }:ermitted  to  remain  there  till  their 
death,  withyut  any  application  ever  having 
been  made  by  the  British  government  for 
their  removal.  The  Duke  of  Berw  ick,  th-j 
natural  son  of  James  the  Second,  who  from 
his  principles  and  talents  was  the  most  dan- 
gerous iTi^ii  to  the  interests  of  this  country 
and  the  Protestant  succession,  continued  ta 
be  a  general  in  the  French  armies,  an^ 
though  descended  from  the  King,  an  F.ng 
lishman  and  an  emigrant,  it  was  not  reqiwrer 
*  P, 
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that  he  should  be  sent  out  of  France.     In  the 
present  case,  there  is  no  article  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  by  which  his  I\I;ijcsty  is  bound  to  send 
irom  this  count'-y  any   Frenchman  whatever, 
except  en  account  of  ihe  crimes  specified  in  the 
twentieth  article  cf  the  definitive  treaty,  and 
in  cnsequence  of  tl^.e  proofs  therein  required 
having    been   adduced.     In   the  present  case, 
it  cannot  be  pretended  that  his  Maj^'sty  has  ever 
given  the  slightest  countenance  to  the  cause 
of  the  royalists  in  France  against  the  present 
government,  since   the    period    when    he  ac- 
knowledged that    government;    and  if  there 
wee  not  these  important  diftererc^-s  in  the  two 
cai-es,  they  would  be  totally  dissimilar  in  the 
only  remaining  point;  for  in  the  case  of  the 
House  of  Stuart,  as  has  been  already  stated, 
notwithstanding  the  violence  o^  the  times,  and 
the  danger  to  which  the  Protestant  succession 
was  really  exposed,  this  strong  act  of  authority 
was  confined  to  the  person  of  the  Pretender ;  and 
the  individual  who  must  be  recognized  in  that 
character   by   the    French    government,    and 
whose  case  can  alone  bear  any  similarity  to  the 
fjrmer  even  in  this  respect,  is  not,  and  never 
has   been    within  his    iViajesty's    doniinions  : 
other  precedents  might  be  adduced  on    this 
subject ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  them, 
as  the  foregoing  are  sufncienr.     Vv'ith  respect 
to  the  complaints  in    detail  under  t"e  second 
head. — Upon  the  first,  yon    may   inform  the 
French    government,    that    the   emigrants  in 
Jersey,  many  of  uhom   had    remained   there 
solely  on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  subsist- 
ence, had  actually  removed,  or  were  removing 
previous  to  the  representation  concerning  them 
in  Mr.  Otto's  note,  and  that  before  your  ex- 
planation with  Mr.  Talleyrand  can  take  place, 
there  will  probably  not  be  an  en.igrant  in  the 
island.     "I  o  the  second   compluint,  which  re- 
lates to  the  Bishops  of  Arras  and  Saint  Paul  de 
Leon,  and  others,  his  Majesty  can  onlv  reply, 
that  if  the  facts  alledged  against  ihem  can   be 
substantiated;  if  it  can  be  proved  that  they 
have  distributed  papers  on  the  coast  of  France, 
with  a  view  of  disturbing  the  government,  and 
of  inducing  the  people  to  resist  the  new  church 
establishment,  his  Majesty  wuuld  think  him- 
self justified  in  taking  all  measures  within  his 
povvtr  for  obliging  them  to  lein-e  the  country ; 
but   some  proof  must    be  adduced    of  those 
facts;  and  such  proof  must  not  be  that  of  their 
having  in  a  single  instance,  v-.z.  in  repl)  lo 
the  Pope's  mandate,  puidi^hed  a  vindieatiohof 
their   own  condu::t,  in  refusing  to  conform  to 
the  new  establishment,  a  pioreedirg  in  which 
they  would  be  justifiable  on   every  principle  of 
toleration  and  ju.'>ticc;  hut  it  should  shew  that 
they  have  since  availed  themselves  of  their  situ- 
ation in    this  country  to  excite  the  people  of 
France   against  the  authority  of  that  govern- 
menr,  whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical.     Oi]  the 
third  complaint,  which  respects  the  removal 


of  Georges,  and  those  persons  supposed  to  be 
described  as  his  adherents,  Mr.  Otto  must 
have  mistaken  me  in  what  he  supposes  nie  to 
have  said  on  that  subject.  Kis  MaJ!"sty  is, 
however,  very  desirous  to  obviate  any  cause  of 
complaint  or  uneasiness  with  respect  to  these 
persons ;  and  7)iens>n'es  are  in  contemplntiony 
a?id  'jjill  be  taken,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
theui  out  of  his  Alajcsifs  furopean  dominions. 
On  the  fourth  complaint,  respecting  the  princes 
cf  the  House  of  Bourbon,  I  can  oiily  refer  you 
to  my  former  answer.  His  Majesty  has  no 
desire  that  the}-  should  continue  to  reside  in 
this  country,  if  they  are  disposed,  or  can  he 
induced  to  (juic  it;  but  he  feels  it  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  his  honour  and  his  sense  of  justice 
to  withdraw  from  them  the  rights  of  hospitali- 
ty, as  long  as  they  conduct  themselves  peace- 
ably and  quietly  ;  and  unless  some  charge  can 
be  substauiiatcd  of  their  attempting  to  disturb 
the  peace  v.hich  subsists  between  the  two  go- 
vernments. With  respect  to  the  fifth  complaint, 
which  relates  to  the  French  emigrants  wearing 
in  this  country  the  orders  of  their  ancient  go- 
vernment ;  there  are  few  if  any  persons  of  that 
description  in  this  country  who  wear  such  or- 
ders. Jt  viiglit  be  more  proper  if  they  all  ab- 
siaincd  from  it ;  but  the  French  government 
could  not  persist  in  expecting,  that  even  if  it 
were  consistent  with  law,  his  Majesty  could 
be  induced  to  commit  so  harsh  an  act  of  autho- 
rity as  to  send  tlicm  out  of  the  country  on 
such  an  account.  1  have  thus  stated  to  you 
his  Majesty's  sentiments  on  the  several  points 
contained  m  Mr.  Otto's  note.  You  v/ill  take 
an  early  o;>poriunity  of  communicating  these 
sentitnenib  to  the  French  government,  and  of 
accoinpan)ing  them  with  the  arguments  and 
explaniuions  above  stated.  And  if  it  should 
be  desired,  and  you  should  be  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  likely  to  produce  any  good  effect, 
there  is  no  objection  to  your  putting  the  sub- 
stance of  what  you  shall  have  stated  in  writing, 
and  of  delivering  it  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  as  a  memoranduin  of  }our  conversa- 
tion. Upon  the  general  tone  and  style  ot  Mr. 
Otto's  no<e,  it  is  important  to  observe,  that  it 
is  tar  from  conciliating;  and  that  the  practice 
of  presenting  notes  of  this  description,  on  any 
motive  or  suggestion  of  personal  irritation, 
cannot  fail  to  have  the  effect  of  indisposing  the 
two  governments  towards  each  other,  instead 
of' consolidating  and  strengthening  the  peace 
which  happily  subsists  between  tliem.  '1  hat 
after  a  v\ar,  in  which  the  passions  of  men  have 
been  roused  beyond  all  former  examples,  it  is 
natural  to  suppose  that  the  distrust,  jealousy, 
and  other  hostile  feelings  of  individuals  should 
not  immediately  subside,  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  appears  to  be  both  the  interest 
and  the  duty  of  the  two  governments,  by  a 
mild  and  temperate  conduct,  gradually  to  al- 
lay these  feelings,  and  not  on  the  contrary  to 
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provoke  anfl  augment  them  by  untimely  irritn- 
tion  on  their  part,  and  by  ascribing  proceed- 
ings like  those  above  noticed,  to  causes  to 
which  fhey  have  no  reference.  His  Majesty 
has  thus  f'jlly  and  frankly  exphiined  his  senti- 
ments, and  the  ground  of  his  conduct.  He 
is  sincerely  disposed  to  adopt  every  measure 
for  the  preservation  of  pence,  which  is  con- 
sistent with  the  honour  and  independence  of 
the  country,  and  witii  the  security  of  its  lavvs 
and  constitution.  But  the  French  government 
must  have  fornr.ed  a  most  erroneous  judgment 
of  the  disposition  of  the  British  nation,  and  of 
the  character  of  its  government,  if  they  have 
been  taught  to  expect  that  any  representation 
of  a  foreign  power  will  ever  induce  them  to 
couient  to  a  viula^ion  of  those  rights  on  which 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country  are 
founded.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 
Jnlhonj/  .'•  fsriy,  £s(j.  H  a  w  k  E  s  e  u  r  v . 

No.  1 4-. — ('L'ranslalion.) — Xott. — General 
Vial,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic 
at  Malta,  l.^'.ving  >.  t  out  for  his  destination 
about  the  20th  of  July,  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
thai  he  will  soon  be  in  a  condiiioa  to  enier  into 
a  cone  rt  with  his  Biitannic  M;!Je.st)'s  minister 
pkiiipotcntiary,  on  the  evacuation  of  Malta, 
an.'!  of  its  dependencies.  The  three  months, 
in  which  this  evacuation  should  have  taken 
place,  are  expired ;  and  it  being  the  intention 
of  the  two  governments  that  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  should  experience  the 
least  possible  delay,  tie  First  Con->ul  would 
have  been  desiroui  that  the  two  thousand  Nea- 
politans 'vho  are  ready  to  depart,  could  have 
been  tran.^ported  at  an  early  period  to  the  Island 
of  M.Jta,  to  he  in  readiness  whenever  the  eva- 
cuatiji:  ^hall  be  on  the  point  of  being  effected. 
It  a)_ pears,  nevertheless,  that  Mr.  Drummond, 
the  English  minister  at  Naples,  has  not  been 
authorized  by  his  government  to  facilitate  this 
transport ;  and  that  the  motive  a  Hedged  by 
that  minister  was,  that  the  stipulations  which 
ought  to  precede  the  evacaauon  not  being  ful- 
filled, that  evacuation  could  not  yet  take 
place.  In  communicating  the  above  details  to 
his  Excellency  Lord  Hawkcbbury,  his  Biitan- 
nic Mcijesty's  principal  secretary  of  stare  lot 
tlie  foreign  department,  the  undersigned  is 
directed  to  observe,  that  the  sending  the  two 
thousand  Neapolitans  to  the  Island  of  Malta 
cannot  but  be  considered  as  a  preliminary  step, 
in  ofder  to  accelerate  the  evacuation,  a^  s  )ori 
as  the  necessary  measures  shall  have  been  taken 
by  the  respecdve  plenipntentiyries ;  and  that 
it  does  not  in  any  manner  prevent  the  fubse- 
quent  concert  on  the  details  of  the  evacuation, 
conformably  to  the  clauses  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens.  The  undersigned  is  inoreover  di- 
rected to  request  the  Rriti.h  ministry  to  give 
general  instructions  to  his  Majesty's  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Naples,  and  at  Malta;  that  the 
evacuation,  and   the   other  con(iiiions  of  tie 


10th  Article,  may  be  executed  withcjt  o!?- 
stacle,  and  wiil^out  these  plenipotentiaries 
conceiving  themselves  obliged  to  rcler  to  their 
government  on  each  of  the  successive  oocra- 
tions  v.'hieh  should  t:ike  place.  The  under- 
signed embraces  this  opportunity  to  present  to 
his  Excellency  Lord  ilawkesburv,  the  ho- 
mage of  his  respectful  consideration. 

Lrmdon^  Aug   21,1802.  Otto. 

His  ExccllencT/  Lord  H/nvkeshiny,  c^c. 
!       No.  ]5. — Note — The  undersigned  has  the 
honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Otto's 
j  note  of  tlie  2 1st  instant.     When  the  Neapoli- 
tan government  notified    to   Mr.    J^iummond, 
the  King's  minister  at  Naples,  that  the  2000 
troops  which  his  Sicilian  Majesty  had  sleeted, 
to  serve  in  Malta,  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
their    des  ination,    thut    gentleman    declined 
taking  any  step  to  facilitate   their  embarka- 
tion, till  he  should  receive  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  Sir  Alexander  Ball    in  that  island, 
and  till  he  should  be  informed  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  British  forces  had  made 
suitable  preparations  for  their  reception.     By 
the  l.i.st  advictsfrom  Malta  it  appears,  that  Sir 
Alexander  Bali  had  arrived  there  on  the  10th 
of  la3t  month,  and  that  after  having  conferred 
with  General  Fox    upon   the  subject,    he  had 
written  to  Mr.  J  >ru.mmond,  that  there  was  no 
impediment  whatever  to  the  immediate  recep- 
tion of  the  Neapolitan  troops,  and   that  their 
quarters  uould   be  prepared  accordingly ;  the 
undef.signcd  has  the  honour  to  state  this  to  M. 
Otto  as  the  most  satisfactory  answer  which  he 
can  give  to   liis  note.     It  is  probable,  there- 
fore,  that  the  troops  of  his  Sicilian   Majesty 
are  already  embarked  and  on  their  psssao-e  ; 
but  to  prevent  the  pcssiliility  of  any  unneces- 
sary delay  or  misconception,  the  most  explicit 
instructions  vvill  be  imtnediatelv  forwarded  to 
Mr.    Drunimond  on  this  subject.     With  re- 
spect to   the   other  points  in  M.  Otto's  note, 
the  undersigned  can  only  repeat  uhat  he  has 
before  slated  to  him,  that  his  Majesty  is  most 
sincerely  desirous  to  see  all  the  stipulations  of 
'he  10th  article  of  the  defii,itive  treaty  carried 
into  effect  u-ith  the  utmost  punctuality,  and 
with  the  least  possible  delav.     With  this  view 
he  takes  this  opportunity  of  observino'  to  M. 
Otto,  thatbv  liievery  last  dispatches  from  the 
English    ambassador  at  St.   Petersburgh,  the 
h^rench  minister  at  that  court  had  not   evea 
then  received  any  ins'rnctions  from  hisgo^'ern- 
ment  relative  to  the  steps  tolse  taken  in  con- 
cert with  Lord  St,    Helens,  for  inviting  the 
Emperor  to  b-^come  a  guaranty  of  the  pro\i- 
sions  and  stipulations  of  the  article  in  questio;-;. 
The  French  minister  at  Berlisi  was  in  the  same 
predicament.      The    undersigned,    ti-erofore, 
requests  that  M.  Otto  would  have  the  good- 
ness to  represent  these  circumstances  to  his  go- 
vernment, a.;d  to  urge  them,  if  they  have  not 
i'.lrrady  done  it,  to  transmit  without  d-W.  m 
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their  m'.r's^ers  at  tVioce  courts  the  necessary  1  strongest   terms,  an   interFercnce   (jointly,  if 


ir.structi  ns  f(  r  luinging  this  part  of  the  bust 
ness  to  a  corclubion.  "Ihe  undersigned  re-  j 
quests  M.  Olio  lo  accept  the  a^surarces  of  his  j 
h  gh  r.  nsid'  valion,  H  a  \v k e s e  u  R.r.  j 

/■  U)/.''(i(--s/'"ct^,  .hi<:.  '2.';',  1  S ()'_'. 
No.  [6 —E.ilraci  of  a  du^jxi/ch  from  Mr. 
Merry  to  lord  IlmckcsLun/.,  d/Ucd  Paris, 
Oct.  S,  lSf>'2.— As  soon  as  tlie  Helvetic  go- 
vernment had  retired  from  Berne  to  Lausanne, 
the  parrizans  of  the  antient  federative  system 
of  the  Swiss  Cantons,  who  established  imme- 
diately in  the  former  city  a  provisional  go- 
vernment, deputed  a  confidential  to  Paris,  (or 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  tlie  n-easures  ot 
M.  Stapfer,  and  of  engaging  the  First  Consul 
to  suffer  the  inhabitants  of  Swizerland  to  s;  ttlc 
their  affairs  amongst  thenistlvcs.  He  was  in- 
structed in  any  emergency  to  address  himself 
to  the  ministers  here  of  the  principal  powers  of 
Euiopc,  and  to  solicit  th'^ir  interference  and 


possible),  on  their  part,  with  the  French  go- 
vernment, to  endeavour  to  avert   the  impend- 
ing evil.     I  naturally  observed  to  him   in  an- 
swer, that  the  present  state  of  political   rela- 
tions between  the  great  powers  of  Europe  af- 
forded no  prospect  of  his  obtaining  of  their 
ministers  at  Paiis,  to  adopt  a  concerted  mea- 
sure in  favour  of  the  object  which  he  had  so 
much  at  heart,  and  that  of  course  I  could  not 
t;ike  it  individuallv  upon  myself,  Vi'ithout  any 
express  instrucdon  from  my  government.     He 
returned  to  me  to-day,  to  acquaint  me  that  he 
was  not  only  as  yet   without  a  reply  from  any 
quarter,  but  had  reason  to  fear  that  his  prayers 
would  not   be  listened   to   by   the    Austrian, 
Russian,  and   Prussian  ministers ;  he  ilitrcforc 
conjured  me  to  transmit  than   to  his  Majesty's 
'governments  from    ivii'jm    only  /us  countrymen 
could  /tiii-e  u  hojie  (if  deriving  any  assistance  in 
the  icrrihic  conjlict  ivluch  he  fineie  ilay  leere  de- 


assi<tance  in  the  objects  of  his  mission.      He  i  termined    to    stand,     and  vehieh    vjould  only 

cease  l}y  ilie  extcriiuiiation  of  every  virtuous  and 
brave  man  in  the  coimfrii.      He   then  put   into 


reached  Paris  tour  days  ago,  and  h;id  reason 
to  fl;ttcr  himself,  I'roin  the  result  of  an  inter- 
view which  he  had  immediately  with  M.  Tal- 
leyrand, that  the  Firit  Consul  would  nut  no 
rbstacle  in  the  way  of  any  arrangenent  which 
the  Swi^s  might  agree  upon  among  themsclvis 
ior  th.e  fmrd  settlement  of  their  government; 
he  was  therefore  much  surprised  to  learn  sorn 


my  hand  a  note  which  he  had  drawn  up  in  a 
hurry,  and  of  u-hich  I  inclose  a  copy. 
Whilst,  my  lord,  itv^asoutof  my  power  to 
give  hitn  any  encouragement  to  expect  from 
his  Majesty's  government  the  assistance  which 
'lis  petition  expresses,  I  have   thought   it  my 


aftcrv/ards,  that  a  change  had  taken  place  in  i  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  making}  on  acquainted 
the  First  Consul's  scniitnents,  and  his  astonish-  uith  a  state  of  things  which  may  shortly  be 
ment  was  compLated  wh;:n  he  found  that  the  i  attended  uith  very  important  consequences. 
latter  had  iaktn  so  decided  and  so  unfavour-  j  ( I ladosure  referred  to  in  No.  ]6.J — 'Lrans- 
able  a  part  in  the  business,  as  that  which  is  an-  1 /^///i>/;. — \vie. — So  long  as  Switzerland  was 
nounced  by  a  resolution  published  in  yester-  i  occupied  by  the  French  armies,  the  wishes  of 
day's  Moniteur,  (which  1  have  the  honour  to  !  the  people  could  never  be  freely  manifested, 
transmit  inclosed),  in  the  form  of  an  address  to  j  The  petty  revolutions  which  took  place  in  the 
the  inhabitants  of  Switzerlani',  This  person  ■  government  were  the  mere  tricks  of  certain 
having,  besides  this  public  declaration,  ac-  j  factions,  in  which  the  nation  at  large  took  but 
quired  some  privat-  information  of  its  being  j  a  very  trifling  intrresr.  Scarcely  did  Switzer- 
the  first  Consul's  intention  to  give   the  most  !  land  think  hersLlI  independent  when   she  was 


immediate  and  vigorous  effect  to  it,  lost  no 
time  in  addressing  a  letter  to  the  latter,  in 
which  he  took  the  liberty  of  stating  that  he 
must  have  been  deceived  by  false  reptescnta- 
tions,    that  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of 


desirous  of  returning  to  her  ancient  institu- 
tions, rendered  still  dearer  to  her  by  her  late 
misfortunes,  and  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the  go- 
vernment furnished  her  with  the  means  of  do^ 
ing  so.     Almost    the  whole   of  Switzerland, 


Switzerland  was,  as  he  was  authorized  to  say,  j  with  unexampled  unanimity  and  moderation, 
entirely  unsolicited  by  the  majority,  and  the  !  shook  off  the  yoke.  The  Cantons  formed 
best  thinking  ])art  of  the  inhabitants;  and  that  |  themselves  into  constituent  bodies;  and  twelve 
he  had,  therelore,  to  entrea'-  of  him,  in  the  )  of  the   thirteen  Cantons  of   Switzerland  sent 


most  earnest  manner,  to  suspend  rhe  execution 
of  his  resolution  until  those  explanations  could 
take  place,  which  he  trusted  might  be  the 
means  of  preventing  the  immense  effusion  of 
blood  which  would  otherwise  inevitably  ensue. 
He  at  the  same  time  addressed  himself  in  the 
course  of  yesterday  to  me,  as  well  as  to  the 
Austrian  and  Spanish  ambassadors,  and  to  the 
Kussiitn  and  Prussian  ministers,  (not  having 
gained  admittance  to  Mons.  de  Cobsnzel,  nor 
to  M.  de  Markoff  or  Lucchesini;  he  aher- 
.'  a!t)>  wrote    to    them),    soliciting,    in    the 


their  representatives  to  the  Diet  of  Schv/itz,  in 
order  theie  to  organize  a  central  power  which 
might  be  acceptable  to  the  neighbouring 
powers.  The  aiistocratical  Cantons  renounced 
tiieir  exclusive  rights;  the  Pays  de  Vaud  was 
left  at  liberty  to  form  its  own  constitutii;n,  as 
well  as  Thurgovia  and  the  other  new  Cantons. 
The  govi.rnment  having  taken  rciuge  at  Lau- 
sanne, was  by  no  means  secure  there,  notwith- 
standing its  regular  troops;  perhaps  even  at 
the  present  moment  it  no  longer  exists.  Who 
would  not  have  thought  that  according  to  the 
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stipulatioii  of  the  Treaty  of  Ltmeville,  which 
grants  indcpcndance  to  Switzerland,  and  the 
right  of  choosing  its  own  goveniiiicnt,  everv 
thing  was  settled,  aiui  that  this  toatioii  might 
see  its  former  hippiriess  and  tranquillity  re- 
vive ?  Who  could  have  thought  that  tht;  First 
Coiisul  would  have  issued  such  a  decree  as 
that  of  the  8th  Vcndciiiiaire  ?  Is  an  independ- 
ant  nation  to  be  thus  treated  ?  Should  Bona- 
parte persist  in  his  determination,  and  the 
other  powers  should  not  interpose  in  our  fa- 
vour, it  only  remains  for  us  either  to  bury 
ourselves  in  the  ruins  of  our  hou^es,  although 
without  h.ope  of  resistancCi  exhausted  as  we 
are  by  the  colossus  who  is  about  to  ovcrwhehn 
us,  or  to  debase  ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  universe  !  Will  the  government  of  this 
generous  nation,  which  haj  at  all  times  afford- 
ed so  many  proofs  of  the  intere-t  it  takes  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Swiss,  do  nothing  for  us 
under  circumstances  which  are  to  decide,  whe- 
ther we  are  still  to  be  ranked  amongst  J'rcc 
people.'  We  htve  only  men  left  us: — the  re- 
volution, and  spoliations  without  end,  have 
exhausted  our  means :  we  are  without  arms, 
without  ammunition,  without  stores,  and  with- 
out money  to  purchase  them. 

,No.  17. — Note  Verbale.  —  Lord  Ha-vkes- 
bury  has  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to 
communicate,  through  Mr.  Otto,  to  tlie  French 
government,  the  senti;nents  of  deep  regret 
which  have  been  excited  in  his  Majesty's  mind 
by  the  address  of  the  First  Consul  to  the 
Helvetic  people,  which  vvas  published  by  au- 
thority in  the  Moniteur  of  the  1st  instant,  and 
by  the  representaiions  which  have  been  made 
to  his  Majesty  on  tins  subject,  on  behalf  of 
the  nation  whose  interests  are  so  immediately 
affected  by  it.  His  Majesty  most  sincerely 
lom.ents  the  covulsions  to  which  the  Swiss 
Cantons  have  for  sometime  past  been  exposed; 
but  he  can  consider  their  late  exertions  in 
no  other  light  than  as  the  lawful  efforts  of  a 
brave  and  generous  people  to  recover  their 
antient  lavvs  and  go\ernmcnt,  and  to  procure 
the  re-establishment  of  a  system  which  expe- 
rience has  demonstrated,  not  only  to  be  h- 
vourable  to  the  maintenance  of  their  domestic 
happiness,  but  to  be  perfectly  consistent  u  ith 
the  tranquillity  and  security  of  other  powers. 
The  Cantons  of  Switzerland  unquestionably 
possess,  in  the  same  degree  as  every  oi'ier  in- 
dependent sraie,  the  right  of  regulating  their 
own  internal  concerns;  and  tliis  right  has 
moreover,  in  the  present  instance,  been  for- 
mally  and  explicitly  guaranteed  to  the  Swiss 
nation  by  t!ie  French  government  in  tlie  Treaty 
of  Luneville  conjoinily  v.'ith  the  other  powers 
who  were  parties  to  that  engiigement.  His 
Majestv  has  no  other  desire  than  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Switzerland,  who  now  appear  to  be  so 
gener.illy  united,  should  be  left  at  liberty  to 
Sctile  their  ovn  internal  goveriiraeru  without 


the  interposition  of  any  foreign  powers ;  and 
with  whatever  regret  his  Majesty  may  have 
perused  the  late  proclamation  of  the  French 
government,  he  is  yet  unwilling  to  believe 
that  they  will  farther  attempt  to  cintroul  that 
independent  nation  in  the  exercise  of  their 
undoubted  rigliis.  His  Majesty  thinks  him- 
sell  called  upon  by  his  regard  far  the  general 
interests  of  Europe,  and  by  his  peculiar  soli- 
citude for  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the 
Swiss  nation,  to  express  these  his  sentiments 
with  a  Irankntss  and  sincerity  wiiich  lie  'eeis 
to  be  due  to  his  character,  and  to  tie  gooJ 
understanding  ^.i-hieh  he  is  desirous  of  preserv- 
ing with  the  government  of  France. 

Doivniu-^r-strcet,  October  10,  1302. 
M.  Otto,  cVf.  cVc. 

D'Ki-un-'-'ifree!,  Octo'i^r  10,  IS02. 

No.  18. — Sir,  his  Majesty  having  deemed 
it  expedient,  that  a  confiden  ial  person  should 
be  sent  at  the  present  moment  to  Switzerland, 
in  consequence  of  the  communication  which 
he  has  received  from  the  Swiss  confederacy, 
through  their  rejiresMitative  at  Paris,  I  am 
commanded  to  ir.form  \  ou  tlnit  he  h^s  made 
choice  of  you  for  that  purpose.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  consequence,  considering  the  nature  of 
the  business  with  which  you  are  entrusted,  that 
you  should  lose  no  time  in  taking  your  de- 
parture from  hence,  and  that  you  should  make 
every  practicable  exertion  to  arrive  on  the 
frontiers  of  Switzerland  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  You  uill  inform  yourself  there 
what  is  the  ac:ual  residence  of  the  government 
of  the  Swiss  confederation,  to  which  you  will 
immediately  repair.  Having  taken  the  proper 
means  to  obtain  a  cou.Wential  interview  witli 
the  persons  who  may  be  entrusted  with  the 
principal  direction  of  affairs,  you  will  com- 
municate to  them  a  copy  of  the  note  verbale 
which  I  delivered  to  M.  Otto,  and  which  is 
herewith  inclosed  ;  and  you  will  take  every 
opportunity  of  impressing  upon  their  minds 
the  deep  interest  which  his  Majesty  takes  in 
the  success  of  their  exertions.  You  will  state 
to  them,  that  his  Majesty  entertains  hopes, 
that  his  representation  to  the  French  govern- 
ment niay  have  the  effect  of  inducing  the 
First  Consul  to  abandon  his  intention  ol  com- 
pelling the  Swiss  n^i'ion  by  force  to  renounce 
that  system  of  government  under  which  they 
had  so  long  projpeied,  and  to  wlsich  they  ap- 
pear to  be  almost  unanimously  anxious  to  re- 
turn. In  this  event  his  Majesty  will  feel  him- 
self bound  to  abstain  from  all  interference  on 
his  part ;  it  being  his  enrncst  desire  that  th.c 
Swiss  nation  should  be  left  at  liberty  to  regu- 
late their  own  internal  concerns,  without  the 
interposition  of  atiy  foreign  power.  If,  how- 
ever, contrary  to  his  Majesty's  expectatioiis, 
the  French  government  should  persist  in  the 
systetn  of  coercion,  announced  in  the  rrocla- 
mation    of  the  First   Consul,  inserted    in   the 
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Moniteur  of  the    1st  instant,    you   will,    in 
that  case,  inform   yourself,    hy   every   means 
in  your  power,  of  the  disposition  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large   of   the  Swiss   confederacy,  and 
particularly  of  those  who   have   the  direction 
of  their  affairs,   and  of  those  who  possess  the 
greatest  share  of  influence  amongst  them,   to 
persevere  in  the  defence  of  their   rights,  and 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  sy^tem   they  have 
adopted.     You  will  likewise  enquire  into  the 
means  of  defence  of  which  they  may  be  pos- 
sessed, and  of  the  probability  of  their  being 
exerted  with  success.     You  will  on  no  account 
encourage  them  to  persevere  in  active  measures 
of  resistance  v^hich   they   are   not    themselves 
desirous  to  adopt,  or  which  they  may  believe 
are   unlikely  to  be  ultimately  effectual.     If. 
however,  you  should  find   that  the   people  ot 
the   Swiss  confederacy   are    generally    deter- 
mined to  persevere  in  the  maintenance  of  their 
independence,  and  of  their  right  to  return  to 
their   ancient   system  of  government;  and  if 
you  should  be  of  opinion  that  from  the  union 
that  subsists  amongst   the  people,    and    from 
their    zeal   and    enthusiasm    in    the   cause  in 
which  the)'  are  engaged,  they  are  finally  re- 
solved  at  all  hazirds  to  resist  the  threatened 
attem.pt  of  die  French  government  to  inter 
pose  by  force  of  arms,  in  the   settlement   of 
iheir  internal  concerns  ]  you  will  then  imme- 
diately  communicate,    in   confidence,  to  the 
Swiss  government,  that  either  in  the  e\ent  of 
a  French  army  having  entered  the  country,  or 
in  the  event  of  your  having  reason  to  be  con- 
vinced that  a  French  army  is  actually  advanc- 
ing   for  that  purpose,  his  Majesty  has  autho- 
ii?ed  you  to  accede  to  their  application   ior 
pecuniary   succours.     I    have   lurnished    3011 
with  a  cypher  and  decypher  that  you   may 
have  it  in  your  power  to  correspond  with  his 
JMajesi}'s  ministers  at  Vienna  and  Munich,  if 
you  should  think   it  advi-eable;  and  as  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  armies  of  the  Swiss 
confederacy  may  be  inadeq.'ately  supplied  with 
arms,  amimunition,  or  provisions,  and  may  be 
desirous  of  procuring  supplies  thereof  from 
the  neighbouring  countries,  yon  will  use  your 
litmost  endeavours  to  give  them  every  facility 
for  this  p'jrpose.     You  will  be  very  particular 
in  informing  me  of  the  numbers  and  situation 
of  any  Austrian  corps  in   the  neighbourhood 
of  bwirzeriand,    and   of   the  probability   of 
their  advancing  in  any  event  into  the  Swiss 
territory.      As  it  is  of  great  iinportance  that 
his  Majesty's  government  sliould  be  regularly 
informed  of  the  events  which  may  be  passing 
in  S%vu2erl;md,  and  of  the   dispositions   tliat 
may  prevail  there,  you  will  endeavour  to  as- 
certain the  most  safe  and  expeditious  mode  of 
conveying  your  lefers  v,  hich  will  avoid   their 
passmg  through   any   part  of  tlie   French  Re- 
public.    As  it  is  possible  that  previous  to  your 
arrival  in  Switzerland  the  present  state  of  af- 


fairs may  have  undergone  a  decided  alteration^ 
either  in  consequence  of  tlie  submission  of  the 
Swiss  Cantons,  or  of  any  compromise  having 
taken  place  as  to  their  internal  concerns,  it 
will  be  proper  that,  in  that  case,  you  should 
take  up  your  residence  in  such  a  situation  as 
you  may  think  most  convenient  in  the  neigh- 
bourht/od  of  Switzerland,  of  which  you  will 
give  me  the  earliest  intelligence,  and  there 
wait  for  his  Majesty's  further  orders.  I  am, 
with  great  truth  and  regard.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)         Hawkesburv. 

Francis  Aloorr,   Esq. 

Covstunce,   October  3\,  1S02. 

No.  19. — My  Lord,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  your  lordship  that  I  arrived  here  on  the 
2'Jd  instant,  and  that  having  received  this 
evening  authentic  information  of  the  submis- 
sion of  the  Diet  of  Switzerland,  assembled  at 
Schwitz,  to  the  F'rerich  arms,  1  lose  no  time 
in  dispatching  tl:e  messenger  Shaw,  with  this 
intelligence;  from  which  your  lordship  will 
perceive  that  it  only  remains  for  me  to  obey 
that  part  of  my  instructions  by  which  I  am 
directed,  under  such  circumstances,  to  take 
up  my  residence  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Swit- 
zerland, and  there  to  await  his  Majesty's  fur- 
ther orders.     I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

(Signed)  Fr  a.  Moore. 

The  Righi  Hon.  Lord  IIav:kcsbtny,  cVc 

J)cKiiiiii:^-streef,  NoremLcr  25,  1802. 

No.  20. — Sir,  I  have  duly  received  yoar 
several  letters  by  the  messenger  Shaw.  As 
from  the  present  state  of  Switzerland  your  con- 
tinuance in  the  vicinity  of  that  country  ap- 
pears to  be  no  longer  necessary,  you  are  at  li- 
berty to  return  to  England  as  soon  as  it  may 
suit  your  convenience.     I  am.  Sec, 

(Signed)         Kawkesbury. - 
Francis  Moore,  Fs(j. 

No.  2 1 . — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr, 
I.ision  io  Lord  llavj<:.sluri/,  dated  Ila'^/te, 
I  C.f'i  October,  1  S02. — A  few  hours  after  1  had 
sent  off  my  last  dispatch  to  your  lordship,  (on 
Saturday,  the  !»th  of  this  month),  the  French 
ambassador,  M.  de  Semonville,  waited  up- 
on the  President  of  the  government  of  state, 
and  informed  him  that  he  had  just  received, 
by  a  courier  from  Paris,  orders  to  inform  the 
government  of  this  country,  ♦'  Que  le  Pre- 
mier Consul  avoit  appris,  avcc  autant  de  sur- 
prise que  d  indignation,  que  des  personnes 
avides  de  revolutions  vouloient  de  nouveau 
I  troubler  le  repos  dans  la  Batavie,  en  abusant 
1  meme  pour  cet  effet  de  noms  respectables ;  et 
I  que  le  Premier  Consul,  comme  allie  de  la  Re- 
I  publique,  invitoit  Ic  gouverncmeut  a  prendre 
toutes  les  iresutes  neccssaires  pour  maintenir 
I'ordre  des  choses  etabli  par  la  constitution.'* 
These  were  nearly  "the  words  read  to  me  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  from  a  note  in  his  own 
tiand-wiiting,  dictated  to  him   by   M.  de  Se- 
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monville,  with  a  view  to  its  publication,  (and 
a  translation  was  acconlingly  inserted  in  the 
Dutch  official  paper  of  the  Hague  on  the  i  ith) ; 
but  they  fall  very  short  of  the  language  em- 
ployed by  the  French  minister  for  foreign  af- 
fairs ill  his  dispatches  to  the  ambassador,  and 
in  the  communication  made  by  him  to  the 
Dutch  charge  d'affaires  at  Paris,  (who  also 
sent  a  messenger  to  the  Hague  upon  this  occa- 
sion). In  these  M.  de  Talleyrand  entered  in- 
to considerable  detail  on  the  subject  of  the 
plots  supposed  to  be  formed  in  this  country 
against  the  administration,  mentioned  the 
names  of  the  chiefs,  and  ended  by  making  an 
ofFer,  on  the  part  of  the  First  Consul,  to  come 
to  the  assistance  of  the  government  (should 
circumstances  render  it  necessary)  with  all  his 
forces. 

Hague,  October  29,  1 802. 
No.  21. — My  Lord,  The  recent  attack 
made  by  Buonaparte  upon  the  liberties  and  in- 
dependence of  the  Swiss  Cantons,  has  naturally 
made  a  strong  impression  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country;  and  the  public  anxiety  has  been 
much  augmented  by  certain  symptoms  in  the 
conduct  of  the  consular  government,  which 
seem  to  indicate  an  intention  not  to  withdraw 
the  French  troops,  which  have  been  kept  in  the 
Batavian  Republic  for  some  time  past,  under 
the  title  of  auxiliaries,  and  paid  and  main- 
tained at  the  expence  of  the  Dutch  nation. 
These  troops  (amounting  to  between  ten  and 
eleven  thousand  (nen)  were  to  remain  here  till 
the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  tieaty  with 
Great  Britain.  It  was  afterwards  formally 
promised  on  the  part  of  France,  that  they 
should  evacuate  the  territories  of  the  Republic 
at  the  la'est,  on  the  expiration  of  the  last 
French  year  (the  2Sd  of  September.)  They 
accordingly  began  their  march  to  the  south- 
ward a  lew  days  before  that  period  ;  and  the 
government  and  the  people  rejoiced  at  the 
prospect  of  being  finally  relieved  from  a  load 
which  has  become  extremely  irksome  to  them. 
But,  on  pretence  that  a  great  proportion  of 
the  corps  were  to  be  embarked  at  Hushing  for 
Louisiana,  and  that  there  was  a  want  of  ship- 
ping for  their  accommodation,  they  took  up 
their  quarters  on  the  frontiers  of  the  country 
(at  Bois-le-Duc,  Breda,  and  Bergen-op-Zoom), 
where  they  still  remain  ;  and  demands  have 
continued  to  be  made  for  their  pay  and  main- 
tenance. Hopes  were,  however,  entertained 
from  day  to  day,  that  their  departure  would 
take  place  ;  whin,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
Batavian  government,  official  notice  was  (last 
week)  transmitted  from  France  to  the  depart- 
ment of  war  at  the  Hague,  (which  has  been 
charged  with  the  support  of  these  corps),  that 
the  First  Consul  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  a 
new  commander  in  chief  {General  Mont- 
richard),  and  a  new  staff,  for  the  auxiliary 
troops  in  this  country;  and  the  notice  was 


given  that  government  might  provide  for  thepay 
of  the  officers  in  question.  The  administra- 
tion appear  resolved  to  oppose  all  the  resistance 
in  their  power  to  this  unexpected  and  oppres- 
sive extortion.  An  express  has  been  sent  off 
to  the  Dutch  ambassador  at  Paris,  charging 
him  to  claim,  in  the  most  urgent  terms,  the 
accomplishmei;t  of  the  treaties  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  Republics,  and  the  fuliiiment 
of  the  repeated  and  recent  prom.ises  made  by 
the  French  government  upon  this  subjecr. 
And  in  case  of  the  failure  of  this  application, 
they  talk  of  addressing  themselves  to  the  priri- 
cipi'l  powers  of  Europe  who  had  any  share  or 
influence  in  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  toin- 
treat  their  intervention  and  good  orHces,  with 
a  view  to  the  maintenance  of  the  independence 
of  the  Republic.  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  Roe.  Lis  rox. 

Ftight  Hon.  Lord  TJcavlcesburjj,  ^'c. 
No.  23. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  'ffom  Lord 
Huwkesburj/,  to  Lord  Whitworth,  dated  No- 
vember SO,  1802. — His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  learnt  with  some  surprize  from  the 
communications  from  General  J^tuart,  that 
that  officer  had  signified  to  Colonel  Sebastiani 
his  inability  to  evacuate  Egypt,  until  he  should 
receive  specific  orders  fur  that  purpose.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  no  warrant  has  been  trans-- 
mitted  to  General  Stuart,  or  to  his  predeces- 
sor the  Earl  of  Ca\  an,  for  the  evacuation  of 
Egypt ;  neither  was  it  consideted  to  be  ne- 
cessary, in  as  much  as  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment had  already  expressed  thsir  intention  to 
General  Stuart,  in  his  instructions,  that,  ex- 
cept in  a  case  of  absolute  necessity,  the  King's 
troops  should  remain  in  Egypt  no  longer  than 
the  month  of  July  last.  In  all  the  instances  of 
which  places  had  been  conquered  by  the  King's 
forces,  and  of  which  possession  had  been  taken 
in  his  Majesty's  name,  it  has  been  usual  when 
they  have  bten  restored  to  the  French  Repub- 
lic, or  its  allies,  that  the  commanding  officer 
should  be  furnished  with  a  regular  warrant 
under  the  King's  sign  manual,  authorizing 
him  to  make  such  restoration.  Eut  the  case  of 
Egypt  is  different, as  that  country  had  never  been 
taken  possession  of  in  hiis  Majesty's  name,  as  it 
had  been  actually  restored  to  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
and  as  certain  stations  in  it  were  continued  to 
be  occupied  merely  as  military  posts,  until  the 
means  of  removing  the  rroops  should  be  pro- 
vided. It  is  [wrobablc,  that  in  the  present  in- 
stance. General  Stu.-rt  may  have  been  misled 
by  a  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  liis  own  power,, 
and  by  the  opinion  that  he  required  a  war- 
rant to  evacuate  l^gypl,  similar  to  that  which 
had  been  granted  to  oiHcers  who  superin- 
tended the  restitatioa  of  conquests  of  which 
possession  had  been  taken  in  his  IVIajestv's 
name.  In  order,  however,  to  obviate  any 
farther  difficulties,  instructions  have  now  been 
sent  to  General  Stuart  directino-  him   to  re- 
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moi'e  the  Kinc^'s  troops  from  F.gvpt  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  and  information  has 
been  given  to  this  effect  to  Ctch.  Andreossy. 

No".  24. — ILi'travt  nf  a  dispatch  from  Lord 
St.  Helens  to  Lord  Htnvkes'n/yi/ ,  dated  J'eter.s- 
/5)«ro-//,  July '20,  IS02. — I  have  since  renew- 
ed my  applications  to  this  government  on  the 
business  of  Malta,  and  have  some  reason  to 
hope  that  some  impression  has  been  made  on 
the  mind  of  his  imperial  Majesty.  The 
French  Minister,  however,  has  not  yet  re- 
ceived his  inslniclions ;  and  till  they  arrive, 
it  will  oi  course  be  impossible  for  nic  to  lake 
the  requisite  steps  for  bringing  this  affair  to 
any  satisfactory,  or  even  positive  issue. 

No.  25. — lixiract  of  a  di'^patclt  from  Lord 
St.  Helens  to  Lord  Ilaii-kcsburj/,  dated  Fctci:s- 
burgJt,  Augusts,  1S02. — I  must  not  omit  to 
acquaint  your  lordship,  that  although  in  order 
to  prevent  any  further  waste  of  time,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  de- 
finitive explanation  of  the  intentions  of  this 
court,  with  relation'  to  the  proposed  gua- 
ranty, I  have  not  yet  been  enabled  tu  de- 
mand it  ofticially,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  as  the  French  minister 
here  is  still  without  instructions  authorizino- 
him  to  join  with  me  in  that  in.slance. 

No.  26". — Exlruct  of  a  dispatch  from  th-: 
ILon.  A.  Paget  to  Lord  Ihavkesbury,  dated 
Vienna.,  1 8th July,  1802. — On  the  15th  in- 
stant, M.  de  Champagny  andl  met  at  a  con- 
ference at  the  \'ice  Chancellor's,  to  whom 
we  presented  our  respective  notes,  copies  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  marked 
A. and  B. 

( Inclosurc  A.rrfcrred  to  in  No.  26.) — Trans- 
lation.— The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  ]^le- 
nipotentiary,  has  the  hor.our  to  transmit 
herewith  to  the  vice  chancellor  of  court  and 
state,  a  copy  of  the  lOth  article  of  the  trealy 
of  Anjiens.  He  has,  at  the  same  time,  the 
honour  to  acquaint  his  excellency  that  he 
has  received  orders  from  his  court  to  invite 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  ai>1  Kino-,  con- 
formable to  the  13th  paragraph  of  that  ar- 
ticle, to  give  his  guarantee  to  the  arrange- 
nients  stipulated  therein.  He  therefore  re- 
quests the  vice  chancellor  of  court  and  state, 
to  lay  this  communication  before  his  Imperial 
Majesty.  The  undersigned 'avails  himself, 
with  pleasure,  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate 
to  his  excellency  the  expression  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration.  Akth.  Paget. 
Vienna,  I5thjuli/,  1S02, 

(Inclosure  B.  rtferred  to  in  No.  26.) — 
Translation. — The  ambassador  of  the  French 
Republic,  on  the  invitation  which  has  been 
given  him  by  Mr.  Paget,  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's minister  plenipotentiary  and  cnvov 
extraordinary,  hastens  in   conjunction  willi 


[  that  minister,  to  communicate  \o  the  vice 
]  chancellor  of  court  and  stale,  the  I  Oth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  concerning  the  Or- 
I  der  and  Island  of  Malta,  (he  sixth  paragraph 
I  of  which  article  places  the  independency  of 
the  Idand  of  Malta  under  the  guarantee  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  several  other 
powers  of  Europe.  In  taking  this  step,  the 
ambassador,  who  has  not  vet  received  any 
orders  respecting  it,  acts  from  the  know- 
ledge he  has  of  the  intention  of  his  govern- 
ment to  execute  all  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaties  it  has  concluded.  The  ambassador 
seizes,  with  eagerness,  this  opportunity  to 
offer  to  his  excellency  the  assurances  of  his 
high  consideration,  Champagny. 

Vicnne,  26  Messidor,  Year  It). 
Count  Cobentzel. 

No.  27. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  the 
Hon.  A.  Paget  to  Lord  JIavj/ccsburj/,  dated 
I'icnna,  'I'ld  August,  1802. — I  have  the  ho- 
n'nir  herewith  to  transmit  to  your  lordship 
the  emperor's  act  of  guarantee  and  accession 
to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

(Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  27.) — Trans- 
lation.— The  Emperor  and  King  having 
been  invited  by  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  th« 
First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic,  to  ac- 
cede to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  1 0th 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  and  signed  at 
Amiens  on  the  2LHh  of  March,  1802,  (4th 
Germinal,  year  10),  respyccting  the  Order  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem  ;  and  also  to  take  un- 
der his  protection  and  guarantee,  conjointly 
with  (he  other  powers  cited  in  the  sixth  pa- 
ragraph of  the  said  article,  whatever  was 
therein  especially  stipulated  on  the  subject  of 
the  Island  of  JVlalta  ;  and  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Apostohc  Majesty  having  been  at  the 
same  time  informed  that  the  two  above-men- 
tioned powers  adopted  on  their  part  the  con- 
cert whicii  had  been  entered  into  bv  the  two 
imperial  courts,  previous  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  above-mentioned 
treaty  of  Amiens,  to  leave  to  the  Pope  the 
selection  of  a  Grand  Master  from  amongst 
the  candidates  nominated  for  that  purpose  by 
the  priories  of  the  Order.  His  iNlajesty  the 
Emperor  and  King,  desirous  on  the  present 
occasion  of  exhibiting  a  fresh  proof  of  his  sin- 
cere friendship  i'ov  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  for  the  First  Consul  of 
the  French  Republic,  has  empowered  and 
instructed  his  grand  chamberlain  and  cabinet 
minister  Count  Francis  of  CoUorcdo,  and  his 
vice  chancellor  of  court  and  state  Count 
Louis  of  Cobenzel,  to  proceed  in  his  name 
to  the  accession  and  guarantee  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  1 0th  article  of  the  afore-men- 
tioned treat}- ;  who,  in  virtue  thereof,  de- 
clare that  his  Majesty  accedes,  by  the  present 
act,  to  the  stipula.tions  contained  in  this  ar- 
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tide,  with  the  clause  herein-before  referred 
to,  respecting  the  mode  of  the  next  elec- 
tion ot  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order; 
and  his  Majesty  specifically  guarantees  whatso- 
ever is  therein  reguhitcd,  with  regard  lo  the 
independence  of  the  Ishuids  of  Malta,  Gozo, 
and  Coniino.  In  witness  whereof  we,  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  bis  Imperial,  Royal,  and 
Apostolic  Majesty,  have  signed  the  present 
act  of  accession  and  of  gu;irantee  ;  have  there- 
unto affixed  the  seal  of  our  anns,  and  have  ex- 
changed it  against  the  acts  of  acceptation,  de- 
livered in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  First  Consul  of  the 
French  Republic.  Which  acts  of  accession, 
of  guarantee,  and  of  acceptation,  shall  be  ra- 
tified in  the  space  of  four  wetks,  or  sooner,  if 
it  can  be  done. — Done  at  Vienna,  the  20th  of 
August,  1802. 

(L.S.)     Fra.  Count  OF  CoLLOREDo. 
(L.S.)     Lewis  Co  UNT  OF  CoBENZEL. 

No.  28. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Casamajor  to  Lord  Haivkesbmy,  dated  Berlin, 
Jiigust  21,  1 802. — Having  opened  the  subject 
of  your  lordship's  last  dispatch,  relative  to  the 
accession  of  this  court  to  the  arrangement  sti- 
pulated in  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  to  Mr.  Bignon,  this  gentleman  un- 
dertook very  willingly  to  mention  the  same  to 
his  government,  and  has  in  fact  already  per- 
formed his  promise.  In  several  conver,>-ations 
with  Mr.  Bignon,  in  which  I  have  occasion- 
ally remarked  that  nothing  had  hitherto  been 
said  to  me  hereupon  the  subject  of  Malta,  he 
has  constantly  affec:ed  the  greatest  indifference, 
and  treated  it  as  a  business  of  too|.little  import- 
ance to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  French 
government. 

No.  29. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Casamajor  to  Lord  ElaiikcshiDy,  dated  Berlin, 
August  3\,  1802. — Mr.  Bignon  received  last 
night  instructions  from  the  French  government, 
to  invite  i  heKing  of  Prussia,  conjointly  with  me, 
to  accede  to  the  gunranteeof  the  independence 
of  the  Island  of  Maha,  and  of  the  other  stipu- 
lations relating  to  that  Island,  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  10th  article  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  Amiens.  Mr.  Bignon  sent  to  me 
immediately,  and  we  propose  to  meet  to-mor- 
row for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  note  upon 
this  subject,  of  which  we  shall  each  present  a 
copy  to  Count  Haugwitz. 

No.  30. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Casamajor  to  Lord  Huvjkesbtcr?/,  dated  Berlin, 
October  2,  1802. — My  note  upon  the  subject 
of  the  guarantee  of  Maha  remains  unan- 
swered. 

No.  31. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Jackson  to  Lord  Flaivkcsburi/^  dated  Berlin, 
November  25,  1802. — At  my  first  interview 
with  Count  Haugwitz,  I  told  him  tiiat  the  only 
subject  in  suspense  between  our  two  courts,  to 
which   I  need  call   his  immediate  attention. 

Vol.  III. 


was  that  of  the  guannry  of  Malta,  on  which 
an  answer  is  still  dur  from  him.  He  adverted 
to  what  he  had  told  Mr.  Casamajor  of  the 
King  his  master  having  ordered  a  report  to  be 
made  to  him,  on  the  state  of  the  com- 
manderies  in  Silesia,  hinting,  that  this  country 
took  a  very  slight  interest  in  the  fate  of  the 
Island  ;  aiid  that  he  was  countenanced  in  with- 
holding its  guaranty  by  the  example  of  Spain. 
He,  however,  added,  that  the  report  in 
question  had  been  made  to  the  King,  .ind  that 
he  only  waited  his.  Majesty's  commands  to  con- 
fer with  me  farther  upon  the  subject. 

No.  32. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Garlike  to  Lord  Haiokesbmy,  dated  Peters- 
burgh,  September  17,  1S02. — The  French  mi- 
nister has  at  length  been  directed  by  his  go- 
vernment to  make,  conjointly  with  his  Ma- 
jesty's minister  here,  a  formal  invitation  to  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  for  his  Imperial  Majesty's 
guaianty  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  which  provide  for  the  independence 
of  the  Islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Comino, 
and  of  the  other  arrangements  of  that  article. 

No.  33. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  froin  Sir 
John  Borlase  V/arren  to  Lord  Hawkeslmry^ 
dated  St.  Feterslmrgh,  November  1 8,  1 802. — 
On  the  third  instant  I  waited  upon  the  chan- 
cellor with  General  Htdouville,  when  the 
note  of  invitation  for  his  Imperial  Majesty's 
guaranty  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  was  presented  by  each  of  us.  Gene- 
ral de  Hedouville  entered  into  various  reasons 
to  induce  the  Russian  government  to  grant  the 
guaranty;  the  principal  of  which  was  to 
prove,  that  without  the  guaranty  of  Russia, 
either  of  the  two  powers,  upon  the  first  differ- 
ence between  them,  would  lock  upon  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  seize  upon  the  Island, 
which  was  cniy  important  in  a  military  point 
of  view  ;  and  the  only  altcraiion  he  should 
make  in  his  invitation  was,  that  the  Island 
might  be  delivered  up  to  the  Neapolitan 
troops.  He  added,  that  the  act  of  guaranty 
would  not  be  considered  as  affecting  the  ar- 
rangement of  any  particular  power  with  the 
Order,  or  of  any  alteration  that  power  might 
wish  to  make  in  the  baillages,  or  that  pare 
belonging  to  itself,  as  Spain  had  already 
done. 

No.  3  !•. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Sir 
J.  B.  Warren  to  Lord  llavokesbury,  dated 
Pe/ersburgh,  25th  November,  1802. — Th.e 
chancellor  appointed  yesterday  evening  for  de- 
livering to  me,  and  to  the  French  minister, 
the  answer  of  the  Russian  government  to  his 
Majesty's  invitation  lor  his  Imperial  Majesty's 
accession  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens. 

(Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  54-. J — Trans- 
lation.— Conditions  upon  zvhich  his  Lmpcrial 
Majesty  of  cdl  the  Russias  is  i.  illing  to  accede 
to  ths  Stipulations  of  the  I0t\   Article  of  the 
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Trcahi  of  Amian'. — I.  The  acknonlidgcment  ,  !iad  ro  make  to  merehted  to  \<ko  points,  both 
of  the  sovereiijntt  oi' I'ne  Oriler  ot  Si.  lohn  o(  |  equally  important,  as  be  snid,  to  the  main- 
Jerusalem  over  i.ie  Island  of  ivl.iha,  and  i's  ;  tenance  of  good  harmony  between  the  two 
dciKTidencics ;  the  acknovvKdgemtiu  of  the  couniries;  wirli  this  ditrereitce,  however,  that 
Grar.d  Master,  and  of  the  civil  govcriiment  ot  i  the  one  originated  with  himself,  and  was  die- 
the  Order,  according  to   its  ancient  instiiii-     tated   by  his  anxiety  to  do  away  every  thing 


tions,  with  the  admission  inro  it  of  native 
Maltese.  Upon  this  point,  as  well  as  npon 
■every  other  that  may  reliie  to  its  intrrior  or 
giinization,  the  l^gal  government  of  the  Order 


which  might  Iced  the  mu!u:il  irritation  of  the 
two  countries;  and  the  other  by  the  express  or- 
der of  the  First  Consul.  'I  bat  which  came  frotn 
him.self  rehited    to    the    Knglish    newspapers. 


shall  have  the  pc-.'>cr  to  enncr  rnd  prrscribe  against  which  he  proncunced  a  most  bitter 
such  regulations  as  it  may  judge  best  calcu-  ,  pnilippic,  assuring  me  that  the  First  Consul 
Jatcd  to  promote  the  future  welf.ae  and  prnspe-  !  was  estremel)'  hnrt  to  find  that  his  endeavours 
ri?y  of  the  Order. — II.  The  ri'^htsof  the  King  •  to  conciliate  had  hitherto  produced  no  other 
of'the  Two  Sicilits,  as  Su/xrain  of  the  Island,  |  effect  than  to  increase  the  abu've  with  which 
shall  remain  upon  the  .sanT-  footing  as  they  i  the  papers  in  Eneland  continually  loaded  him. 
wer.  previous  to  the  «ar  which  is  now  termi-  ;  He  expatiated  much  upon  this  topic,  and  en- 
nated  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens. — TIL  Hlie  in-  ;  deavoured  to  establish  a  fact,  which  I 
dei^endencc  and  neutrality  of  tlie  Island  of  as-uied  him  a  reference  to  any  one  newspaper 
iVlalta,  its  ports  and  dependencies,  shall  be  se-  in  P;iris  would  instantly  refute,  that  during 
cured  and  guaranried  l)y  the  respective  ccn-  '  four  months  not  a  word  of  provocation  had 
tracting  powers,  who  shall  rautuallv  engage  to  appeared  in  any  French  journal,  which  could 
acknowledge  and  maintain  that  neutrality  in  ;  justify  a  retort  iioin  those  published  in  Eng- 
all cases  of  war;  whether  between  each  other,  _  land.  For  the  rest  he  advanced  nothing  bur 
or  between  any  of  ihem  and  anv  other  power,     uhat  has  been  said  on  more  than  one  oceasioa 


not  cxceptirg  his  Sicilian  iN'Jiijesry,  whose 
jir>hts  of  suzerainty  shall  not  extend  so  as  lo 
enable  him  to  cause  a  deparure  from  the  neu- 
trality of  the  Island,  as  gear.mried  by  the  pre- 
sent act. — IV.  Until  the  Order  shall  be  in  a 
situation    to    provide,    br   its   own   resotJrces, 


to  Mr.  Merr\-,  and  reported  by  him  to  your 
lordsliip.  i  was,  however,  giecn  to  under- 
stand, that  the  First  Consul  was  in  fact  highly 
incensed,  and  the  more  so,  he  was  pleased  to 
say,  as  it  came  from  a  country  of  whose  good 
opinion  hc'v^is  so  vi. ry  nmlHtioiis.     In  my  re-- 


for  the  maintenance  of  its  independence  and  ply,  I  could  but  go  over  the  old  groiind,  and 
neutrality,  as  secured  by  the  preceding  article,  '  endeavour  to  make  M.  I'alleyrand  undeE- 
Hs  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their  principal  re-  'stand — first,  that  whatever  was  said  in  tiie 
sidcnce,  the  ditferent  forts  sh.al]  be  I'tcupied  Er.glish  papers  might  be  considered  but  as  a 
by  his  Sicilian  Majesty's  troops,  who  shall  national  retaliation  for  what  was  publis'hed  in 
send  a  suflicient  force  for  the  defence  of  the  |  the  French  papers— second!}',  that  what  was 
Island  and  its  dependencies,  the  number  of  !  r.::,V7'«//// publisiied  here  was  by  no  rrieans  so  in 
which  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  his  said  Ma-  ;  England — and  thirdly,  that  although  the  go- 
jesty  and  the  two  contracting  powers,  who  vernment  possv^ssed  a  contrcu!  over  the  press  ia 
shall  take  upon  themselves  conjuintly,  the  ex-  !  France,  tlie  English  govern  rent  neaher  had 
pence  of  maintaining  the  whole  of  the  said  I  nor  could  have,  i!nle>s  they  purchased  it  at  the 
troops,  so  long  as  the  defence  of  the  Island  i  snine  price,  any  whatever  in  England.  Upon 
sha'i  continue  to  be  entrusted  to  them,  tiuring  this  he  endeavoured  to  prove  to  me,  that 
which  period  the  said  troops  shall  be  under  there  were  papers  in  England  attached  to  dif- 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Master  and  his  go-  I  ferent  parties,  and  went  over  their  names  and 
Vernnient, — V.  1  h.e  present  additional  act  shall  j  supposed  connections  v^iih  great  precision; 
be  considered  as  foiming  an  inteoral  part  of  1  and  tr.at  consequently  his  Majesty's  ministers 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  '  might  so  tar  controid  those  at  least  which  de- 
inserted  therein,  wrrd  for  word,  aiid  shall  be  pended  upon  them,  as  to  prevent  their  insert- 
executed  in  I;ke  m.ir.ner. — VI.  Their  Ma-  ing  that  abuse  which  must  be  considered  as 
jcsties  the  F'inperor  of  all  ihe  Pxussias  theEm-     having  their  sanction.     I  endeavoured  to  cx- 


peror  of  the  Romans,  the  King  of  Spain,  the 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  the  King  of 
Prussia,  shall  be  inviced  to  accede  to  this  act 
as  guarantees. 

CoMTE  Alex  AND  K  E  DE  WoROM/.  0\V. 

j'iiri.s,  January  27,  iBO.'j. 
No.  3j. — My  Lord,  I  have  to  report  to 
your  lordship  the  purport  of  a  conversation  I 
had  on  Tuesday  last  by  appointment  with  M. 
Talleyrand.  He  had  invited  me  some  days 
a^o  for  this  purpose.     The  communication  he 


plain  to  him  what  the  influence  was,  which 
he  supposed  ministers  to  possess  in  England  j 
that  it  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  a  pre- 
ference which  your  lordship  tor  instance  might 
give  to  one  paj>er  rather  than  to  ano- 
tlier,  by  sending  to  it  any  articles  of  news 
which  it  might  be  wished  to  make  public ; 
but  that  your  lordship's  influence  went  no 
further ;  and  that  if  the  editor  of  such  a  pa- 
per conceived  it  more  for  his  interest  to  con- 
tinue to  write  a*icr  his  own  fancy  and  uncca- 
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trouled,  than  to  be  (he  publisher  of  such  oc-  j  ably  ajiplicci  to  everv  other  antecedent  trcaly 
CKsional  aiiiclos,  in  that  case  all  influence  j  or  convention,  n-^mely,  that  they  were  ne- 
was  at  an  end.  I  told  him,  that  if  h-e  had  j  gociated  witii  reference  to  the  actual  state  of 
remarked  any  abusive  article  in  any  paper  of  j  possession  of  the  diiferent  parlies,  and  of  tl;e. 
such  a  description,  it  was  natural  and  fair  to  j  treaties  or  public  ene;ageinents  by  u'hich  they 
conclude  that  it  did  not  depend  . upon  govern- '  were  b;)und  at  the  lime  ot  its  conclusion; 
■ment  to  prevent  it.  He  persisted  in  his  opi- |  and  that  if  tliat  state  of  possession,  and  of 
n-ion,  that  his  Ma^jesty's  miakters  might  keep  j  engagen;en(s,  was  so  materially  altered  bv 
ceriain  papers  in  order,  as  I  did  in  assuring  i  iln*  act  of  either  of  the  parties  as  to  affect 
him,  that  until  the  First  Consul  could  so  far!  ihe  nature  of  Ine  compact  itself,  the  other 
master  his  feelings  as  to  be  as  indiiferent  to  '  pnity  has  a  right,  accordiiig  to  the  law  of  na- 
Jhe  scurrility  of  the  i^nglish  prints,  as  the  \  tioiis,  to  interfere  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
English  government  was  to  that  which  daily  |  ing  sirr/faction  or  compensation  for  any  es- 
appearcd  in  the  French,  this  state  of  irrita-  '  sentiai  di.Tere.nce  which  such  acts  may  have 
(tion  was  irremediable.  I  told  him  howevj;-,  ,  subsequenllv  made  in  their  relative  situation  ; 
^hat  I  would  report  the  substance  of  this  i  that  it  there  ever  was  a  case  to  which  this 
communication  to  your  lordship,  although  i  [principle  might  be  ajipiied  with  peculiar  pro- 
I  could  assure  him  that  your  lordship  co\!ld  {  priety,  it  was  that  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace; 
add  nothing  to  the  explanation  which  had  :  for  the  negotiation  was  conducted  on  a  basis 
been  given,  and  in  such  detail  by  Mr.  Merry  ,  not  merely  proposed  by  his  Majesty,  but  spe- 
from  your  lordship.  M.  Talleyrand,  with  j  daily  agreed  to  in  an  official  note  by  the 
great  solemnity,  required  of  me  to  inform  |  I'Vench  govcnunent,  viz.  that  his  INJajestv 
him,  and  this  by  the  express  order  of  ihe  !  should  keep  a  compensation  out  of  his  con- 
First  Consul,  what  were  his  Majesty's  inten-  i  quests  for  the  important  acquisitions  of  terri- 
dons  with  regard  to  the  evacuation  of  Malta.  ;  tory  made  by  France  upon  the  Continent, 
lie  again  on  this  occasion  made  grejtprofes-  I  This   is   a  sufficient  proof  tliat  the  compact 


?ions  of  his  sincere  desire  to  set  aside  every 
ihino-  which  could  interruot  the  o-ood  under- 
standing  between  the  two  gov.jL"rnments;  ad- 
ding, that  it  was  absolutely  ijecessary  that 
the  French  government  should  know  what  it 
M'as  meant  to  do,  when  thai  clause  in  tlie 
Treaty  of  Anajens,  which  stipulates  tlie  ces- 
sion of  Malta,  should  o.e  fully  accomplished. 
lie  said  that  another  Grand  Master  v/ould 


v.'as  understood  to  have  been  concluded  u-itli 
reference  to  the  then  existing  state  of  things ; 
for  the  measure  of  his  Majesty's  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  calculated  with  reference  to 
the  acquisitions  of  France  at  that  time  ;  and 
if  the  interference  or  the  French  govern- 
ment in  the  general  arTairs  of  F.urope,  since 
that  period  ;  it  their  interposition  with  re- 
[)ect  to  Switzerland  and  Floiland,  whose  in- 


now  very  soon  be  elected  ;  that  ail  the  i  dependence  was  guaranteed  by  them  at  the 
powers  of  Europe  invited  so  to  do,  with  the  j  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace; 
exception  of  Russia,  whose  .difhculties  it  was  i  if  llie  annexations  which  have  been  made  to 
easy  to  remove,  and  without  whom  the  gua-  j  France  in  various  quarters,  but  particularly 
ranty  would  be  equally  complete,  were  ready  i  those  in  Italy,  have  extended  the  territory 
to  come  forward ;  and  tliat  consequently  the  ,  and  increased  the  power  of  the  French  go- 
term  would  very  soon  arrive,  when  Great  \  vernment,  his  Majesty  v/ould  be  warranted, 
Britain  cculd  hav^'  no  |)retext  for  keeping  |  consistently  with  the  s]Mrit  of  the  treaty  of 
longer  possession.  1  informed  him  that  1  peace,  in  claiming  equivalents  for  these  ac- 
quisitions, as  a  counterpoise  to  the  augmen- 


vvould  report  his  conversation  to  your  lord- 
ship, and  would  have  the   honour  of  com-  ,' 
rcunicating  to  hin)  your  lordship's  answer  as 
soon  as  I  could  receive  it.     I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,   !kCf  WhitwoE-th. 
Righi  I  fan.  Lord  HtiVjk^^hury^  tVc 

Dovjnhi^-ntnet,  FchruiUy  9,  IS(;3. 
No.  36. — My  Lord,  in  answer  to  your 
excellency's  dispatch  of  January  27,  relative 
to  the  inquiry  made  of  you,  by  the  Fr<ench 
government,  on  the  subject  of  Malta,  I  can 
have  no  difficulty  in  assuring  you,  that  his 
Majesty  has  entertained  a  most  sincere  desire 
thi^t  tlie  Treaty  of  Amiens  might  be  executed 
in  s.  full  and  complete  manner ;  but  it  has 
-not  been  possible  tor  him  to  consider  this 


lation  of  the  power  of  France.  Mis  Ma- 
jesty, however,  anxious  to  prevent  all  ground 
of  misunderstanding,  and  desirous  ot  conso- 
lidaiing  the  general  peace  of  Juirope,  as  far 
as  might  be  in  his  powi,'r,  was  vidlling  to  have 
waived  the  i)reteHsions  he  miidit  have  a  ri^h 
to  advance  of  this  nature;  and  as  the  other 
articles  of  the  definitive  treaty  have  been  iu 
a  course  of  execution  on  his  part,  so  he 
would  have  been  ready  to  have  carried  into 
effect  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  lOth 
article,  the  execution  of  wliich,  according 
to  its  terms,  had  been  rendered  impracticable 
by  circumstances  which  it  v/as  not  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's   power   to  eontroul.     A  communica- 


treaty  as  having  been  founded   on  principles  '  tion  to  your  lordship  would  accordinglv  have 
ditfereiit  from  those  v/hich  havj  been  invari-  !  been  prepared  conformablv  to   this  d'ispo^i- 
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tion,  if  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  go-  ]  has  furnished  me.  I  recapitulated  them  all ; 
vcrnment  had  not  been  attracted  by  the  the  principle  on  which  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
very  extraordinary  publication  of  the  report     was  founded;  and   the  right   which  naturally 


of   Colonel   Sebastian!   to   the  First  Consul 
It  is  impossible  for  his  JVlajesty   to   view  this 
report  in  any  oihcr  light  thin a^  an  oflicial  pub- 
lication; for  without  referring  particularly  to 
explanations  which  have  been  repeatedly  given 
upon  tf.e  subject  of  puhlicaiions  in  the  Moni- 
teur,  the  article  in  question,  as  it  purports  to  be 
the  report  to  the  First  Consul  of  an  accr.^dired 
agent,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  signed  by  Col. 
Seb^stiani  himself,  and  as  it  is  puhlishe'^  in  the 
oflicial  paper,  with  an  ofiicial  title  prefixed  to 
it,  muit  he  considered  as  authorised   by  the 
French    Government.       1  his  report    contains 
the  most  unjustifiable  insinuations  and  charges 
against  the  ofiicer  who  comniamied  his  forces 
in  Egypt,  and  against  tlie  British  armv  in  that 
quarCci,  insinuations  and  charges  wholly  desti- 
tute of  foundation,  and  as  such  as  would  war- 
rant his  M<'jes:y  in  demanding  that  satisfaction, 
which  on  occasions  cf  this  nature,  indepen 
dent  powers  in  a  state  of  amitv  have  a  right 
to  expect  from  each  other.     It  discloses,  more- 
over views  in  the  highest  degrece  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and 
directly  repugnant  Vj,  and  utterly  incouiistent 
with;   the  spirit  and   letter    of  the  treaty  of 


arose  from  that  principle,  of  interference  on 
our  part  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  satisfac- 
tion  or  compensation,  for  any  essential  ditfe- 
rences  which  may  have  arisen  in   the  relative 
situation  of  the    two  countries,     I  instanced 
the  cases,  beginning  with  Italy  and  concluding 
with  Switzerland,  in  which  the  territory  or  in- 
fluence of  France   had   been  extended  subse- 
quent to  the  treaty  of  Amiens.     I  represented 
to  him  that  this  principle  of  compensation  had 
been  fully  and  formally  admitted  by  the  French 
government,  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation 
ar  Amiens.     I   then    told   him    that  notwidi- 
sianding  the  indisputable  right  which  his  Mi- 
jcsty  might  have  derived  of  claiming   some 
counterpoise  for  such  acquisitions,  instructions 
would  ;  ave  been  given  me,  by  which  I  should 
have  been  empowered  to  declare  his  Majesty's 
readiness  to  carry  into  effect  the  full  intent  of 
t!ie    lOtli  article  of  the  treaty,  if  tlie  attention 
of  his    Majesty's   government    had   not    been 
roused  by  the  official  publication  of  Colonel 
Sebasi'ani's  report  to  the  First  Consul.    It  was 
•jseless  to  recapitulate  the  particulars  of  this  very 
ex  raordinary  report;  but  I  appealed   to  him 
hether  it   was  not  of  a  nature,  exclusive  of 


peace,  concluded  between  his  Majesty  and  the  '  the  personal  allusions  it  contained,  to  excite 
French  government;  and  his   Majesty  would  j  the  utm  st  jealousy  in  the  raindsof  his  Majes- 


feel  that  he  was  wanting  in  a  proper  regard  to 
the  honor  of  his  crown,  and  to  the  interests  ol 
h-.s  dominions,  if  heconldsee  with  indifference 
such  a  system  developed  and  avowed.  His 
Majesty  cannot,  therefore,  regard  the  conduct 
of  the  French  goveinmenton  various  occasions 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  detinitive  treaty, 
the  insinuations  and  charges  contained  in  the 
report  of  Colonel  Sebastiani,  and  the  views 
which  that  report  discloses,  without  feeling  it 
recessary  for  him  distinctly  to  declare,  that  it 
wi!l  he  impossible  for  him  to  enter  into  any 
further  discussion  relative  to  Malta,  unless  he 
receives  satisfactory  explanation  on  the  subject 
of  this  commuaicaticn.  Your  Excellency  is 
desired  to  take  an  early  onporsunity  of  fully 
txpLiiidng  his  Majesty's  sentiments  as  above 
Stated,  to  the  French  government.     I  am,  ('•l;c. 

Hawk  ksbury. 
His  '-.xcvUtn'.Tj,  Lord  U'/ulvMrlh,  K  B.  i^c. 

No.  31  .—Extract  of  a  dispalcJi  from  Lord 
WhltivOrli  to  Lord  luavkeslmrj/,  d.if.td  Par's, 
I'chnaay  17,  1803. — 1  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint V'  ur  lordship  that  1  sa".  M.  de  Talk  v- 
rand  on  Tu?sda;.  last,  for  the  pur[)Ose  of  car- 
rying into  eff-c .  vour  lordship's  instructions  of 
tlV  9\h  iu)  anr.  I  be^an  bv  telling  him  that  I 
had  n  uhng  n-  w  ro  commjuicate  lo  him;  but 
nierelv  to  c<  nlirm  offici-dlv  that  which  I  had 
already  from  mjself  premised.  I  did  not 
howc' er  piss  over  uith  the  -ame  indiffe- 
rence, the  arguments  with  which  your  lordship 


ty's  ministers,  and  to  demand  on  their  part 
every  measure  of  precaution.  I  concluded 
wiih  the  distinct  declaration,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  his  Majesty  to  enter  into  any  fur- 
ther discustion  relative  to  Malta,  unless  he  re- 
ceived satisfactory  explanations  on  the  subject 
of  the  First  Consul's  views.  M.  de  Talley- 
rand in  his  reply,  did  not  attempt  to  dispute 
the  drift  of  my  argument.  He  admitted,  with 
an  affected  tone  of  candour,  that  the  jealously 
we  f^lt  on  the  score  of  Egypt,  with  a  view  to 
our  possessions  in  India,  was  natural.  But  he 
could  not  admit  that  anything  had  appeared  in 
the  conduct  of  the  French  government  in  jus- 
tification of  the  alarm  we  expressed.  After 
repeating  what  he  had  said  to  me  in  a  former 
conversation,  on  the  subject  of  Sebastiani's 
m.ission,  which  he  asserted  to  be  stncdy  com- 
mercial, he  expatiated  at  great  length  on  the 
sincere  desire  of  the  First  Consul  to  maintain 
invio'able  the  peace  which  had  been  so  lately 
concluded ;  adding,  that  the  situation  of  the 
French  finances  was  such,  that  were  not  this 
desire  of  peace  in  the  First  Consul  an  effect  of 
system,  it  would  be  most  imperiously  dictated 
to  him  by  the  total  impossibility  in.which  this 
country  found  itself  of  carrying  on  that  ex- 
tensive state  of  v.'arfare,  which  even  a  partial 
rupture  would  natiiraily  lead  to.  Fie  ex- 
pressed great  surprise,  therefore,  that  any  sus- 
picion should  atrach.vvhen  die  iTjcans  of  dis- 
turbing the  public  tranouiiiijy  were,  ^s  must  bs 
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well  kno"/n  in  England,  so  completely  want-  j  he  considered  as  much  more  mi«chlcvous,  since 
lug;  and  desired  to  kmw  what  was  the  na-  '  it  was  meant  to  excite  this  country  against  him 
riireand  degree  of  satisfaction  which  his  Ma  j  and  his  government.  He  complained  of  'he 
jesty  would  require.  On  this  I  told  him,  that  i  protection  given  to  Georges  and  others  of  his 
1  could  n.it  pretend  to  say  by  what  means  those  |  description,  who  instead  of  being  sent  to  Cana- 


apprehLMisions,  which  the  conduct  of  this  go 
vern  uenc  had  raised  in  England,  were  to  be 
allayed;  but  I  coald  assure  hi'ii,  that  in  the 
discussion  of  them,  we  should  be  animated 
solely  by  a  sincere  desire  to  be  convinced  of 
the  troth  of  his  assertions,  since  on  that  de- 
pended the  peace  and  happiness  of  Europe.  I 
took  this  opportunity  of  assuring  him,  that 
although,  according  to  his  statement  of  the 
situation  of  France,  we  might  possess  in  a 
greater  degree  the  means  of  supporting  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  war,  since  those  means  arose  from 
sources  which  even  a  state  of  warfare  did  not 
dry  up,  yet  such  was  his  Majes'y's  sincere  de- 
sire of  maintaining  peace,   that  nothing  but 


da,  as  had  been  repeatedly  promised,  were  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  England,  handsomely  pen- 
sioned, and  constantly  committing  all  sorts  of 
crimes  on  the  coasts  of  France,  as  well  as  in 
the  interior.  In  conformation  of  this,  he  roIJ 
me,  that  two  men  had  within  these  few  days 
been  apprehended  in  Normandy,  and  were 
now  on  their  way  to  Paris,  who  were  hi- 
red assassins,  and  emp!o\ed  by  the  bishop  of 
Arras,  by  the  baron  de  Rolle,  by  Georges,  and 
by  Dutheil,  as  would  be  fully  prove!  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  and  made  known  to  ihe 
world.  Ho  acknowledged,  that  the  irritation 
he  felt  againd  England  increased  daily,  be- 
cause every  wind  (1  make  use  as  much  as  I  can 


absolute  and  unavoidable  necessity  would  ever     of  his  own  idraa  and  expressions)  whicli  blew 
induce  him  to  deprive  his  subjects  of  the  bless-  i  from  England  brought  nothing  but  enmity  and 


ings  which  they  begin  to  enjoy 

Paris,  Fthruarv  21,  180:3. 
No.  SS. — My    lord,  my   last  dispatch,  in 
which  I  gave  your  lordship  an  account  of  my 
conference  with  M.  de  Talleyrand,  was  scarce- 
ly gor,e,  when  1  received  a  note  from  him,  in- 
forming me  that  the  First  Consul   wished  to 
converse  with  me,  and  desired  I  would  come 
to  him  at  the  Thuilleries  at  nine  o'clock.     He 
Received  me  in  his  cabinet,  with  tolerable  cor- 
diality, and, after  talking  on  different  subjects 
for  a  'itw   minutes,  he  desired  me  to  sit  down, 
as  he  himself  did  on  the  other  side  of  the  ta- 
ble, and  began.     He  told    me,  that  he  felt  it 
necessary  atter  what  had    passed  between   me 
and  M.  dc  7'alleyrand  that  he  should  in  the 
most  clear  and  authentic  manner,  make  known 
his  sentiments  to   me  in  order  to   their  being 
communicated   to  his   Majesty;  and  ho  con- 
ceived this  would  be  more  effectually  done  by 
himself  than  through  any  medium  whatever. 
He  said,  it  was  a  matter  of  infinite  disappoint- 
ment to  him,  that  the  treaty  of  .Amiens,  instead 
X)f  being  followed  by  conciliation  and  friend- 
.ship,  the  natural  effects  of  peace,  had  been  pro- 
ductive only  of  continual  and  increasing  jea- 
Jousy  and  mistrust ;  and  that  this  mistrust  was 
now  avowed  in  such   a  manner  as  muft  briiig 
the  point  to  an   issue.     He  now  enumerated 
the  several  provocations  which  he  pretended  to 
have  received  from  England.     He  placed  in 
the  first  line   our  not  evacuating   Malta  and 
Alexandria  as  we  v/ere  bound  to  do  by  treaty. 
In  (his  he  said  that  no  consideration  on  earth 
should  make  him  acquiesce  ;    and  of  the  two 
he  had  rather  see  us  in  possession  of  the  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Antoine  than  .Malta.     He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  abuse  thrown  out  against  him  in 
the  English  public  prints;  but  this  he  said,  he 
didnotso  muchrrgard  asthat  which appc:'red  in 
the  French  papers  pubUihed  in  London,     This 


hatred  against  him.  He  now  went  back  to 
Egypt,  and  told  me,  that  if  he  had  felt  the 
smallest  inclination  to  take  possession  of  ic  hy 
force,  he  might  have  done  it  a  month  aoo,  by 
sending  twenty-five  thousand  men  to  Aboukir, 
who  v/ou!d  have  possessed  themselves  of  the 
whole  country  in  (defiance  of  the  four  thousand 
British  in  Alexandria.  That  instead  of  that 
garrison  being  a  means  of  protecting  Egypt,  it 
was  only  furnishing  him  with  a  pretence  for  in- 
vading it.  Tlus  he  should  not  do,  idudcver 
mi'rht  be  his  desire  to  have  it  as  a  colom/,  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  it  ivorth  ihe  risk  of  a 
ivar,  in  ivhich  he  mi<j;ht,  perhaps,  be  considered 
as  the  aggressor,  and  by  ichich  he  should  lose 
more  than  he  could  gain,  since  sooner  or  later 
Egypt  vjould  belong  to  France,  either  by  the  fall- 
ing to  pieces  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  or  by  some 
arrangcuienf  with  the  Porte.  As  a  proof  of  his 
desire  to  maintain  peace,  he  wished  to  knovsr 
what  he  had  to  gain  by  going  to  war  with 
England.  A  descent  was  the  only  means  of 
offence  he  had,  and  that  he  was  determined  to 
actempr,  by  putting  himsdlf  at  the  head  of  the 
expedition.  But  hpw  could  it  be  supposed, 
that  after  having  gained  the  height  on  which 
he  stood,  he  would  risk  his  life  and  reputation 
in  such  a  hazardous  attempt,  unless  forced  to 
it  by  necessity,  when  the  chances  were  that  he 
and  the  greatest  part  of  the  expedition  would 
go  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  He  talked  much 
on  this  subject,  but  never  affected  to  diminish 
the  danger.  He  acknov/lcdged  that  there 
were  one  hundred  chances  to  one  against  him; 
but  still  he  was  determined  to  attempt  it,  if 
war  should  he  the  consequence  of  the  present 
discussion;  and  that  such  was  the  disposition 
of  the  troops,"  that  army  after  army  would  be 
fourid  for  the  enrerprize.  He  then  expatiated 
much  on  the  natuial  force  of  the  two  coan-.rles. 
I'rancc'   wiih  nn  :ir.iiy    of  lour  hundred  and 
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eighty  thousand  men,  for  to  this  amount,  it  is, 
he  said,  to  be  ii/nncdialch/  ro;f:pit.u-d,  all  ready 
for  the  most  desperate  enierprizes;  and  Eng- 
land with  a  fleet  rhat  made  her  mistress  of  tlie 
seas,  and  which  lie  <Hd  nor  think  he  flioidd  be 
able  to  equal  in  less  than  ten  years.    Two  such 
countries  by  a  proper  understanding  might  gov- 
ern the  world,  but  by  their  strifes  might  overiurn 
it.    He  faid,  ths.t  it  he  had  not  felt  theenmiiy  of 
the  British  governmenc  on  every  occasion  since 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  there  would  have  been 
nothing  that  he  vv(Hdd  not  have  done  to  prove 
his  desire  to  conciliate ;    participation  in  in- 
demnities as  well  as  in  influence  on  the  Conti- 
nent;  treaties  of  comnisrce;  in  short,  any  thing 
that  could   have  given  satisfaction,  and  have 
testified  his  friendship.       Nothing,  however, 
had  been  able  to  cnnqutr  the  hatred  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,    and   therefore  it    was   now 
come  to  the  point,  v/hether  we  should  have 
peace  or  war.     To  preserve  peace  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens  must  be  fulfilled  ;  the  abuse  in  the 
public  prints,  if  not  totally  suppressed,  at  least  I 
kept  within  bounds,  and  confined  to  the  Kng-  ' 
lish  papers;  and  the  protection  so  openly  given  I 
to  his  bitterest  enemies  (alluding  to  Georges 
and  persons  of  that  description)  must  be  with-  j 
drawn.    If  war,  it  was  necessary  only  to  say  so, 
and  to  refuse  to  fulfil  the  treaty.  He  now  made  j 
the  tour  of  Europe  to  pro¥e  to  me,  that  in  its  j 
present  sta:e,  there  was  no  pov^/er  with  which  j 
we  could  coalesce  for  the  pi:rpose  of  making 
war  against  France;  consequently  it  was  our 
interest  to  gain  time,  and  if  we  had  any  point  | 
to  gain  renew  the   war  when  circumstances  \ 
were  more  favourable.     He  said,  it  was  not  j 
doing  him  justice  to  suppos.',  that  he  conceived  j 
himstlt  above  the  opinion  of  his  country  or  of 
Europe.      He  would  not  risk  uniting  Europe  | 
against  him  by  any  violent  act  of  aggression ;  | 
neither  was  he  so  powerful  in  France  as  to  per- 
suade the  nation  to  go  to  war  unless  on  good 
grounds.     He  said,  that  he  had  not  ch.astised 
the  Algerines,  from  his  unwillingness  to  excite 
the  jealousy  of  other  powers,  but  he  hoped  that 
England,  Russia,  and   France  would  one  day 
feel  that  it  was  their  interest  to  destroy  such  a 
jiest  of  thieves,  and  force  them  to  live  rather 
by  cuhivating  their  land  than  by  plunder.     In 
the  little  I  said  to  him,  for  he  gave  me  in  the 
course  of  two  hours  but  very  few  opportunities 
of  saying  a  word,  I  confined  myself  strictly  to 
the  tenor  of  your  lordship's  instructions.     I 
urged  them  in  the  same  manner  as  I  had  done  to 
M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  dwelt  as  strongly  as  I 
could  on  the  sensation  vjhich  the  publication 
of  Sebastiani's  report  had  created  in  England, 
where   the  views   of  France  tov/ards  Egypt 
must  always  command  the  utmost    vigilance 
and  jealousy.     He  maintained  that  what  ought 
to  convince  us  of  his  desire  of  peace,  was  on 
the  one  hand  the  little  he  had  to  gain  bv  renew- 
ing the  war,  and  on  the  other  the  facility  with 


which  he  might  have  taken  possession  of  Egypt 
with  the  ver)-  ships  and  troops  which  were  now 
going  from  the  Mediterranean  to  St.  Domingo, 
and  that  with  the  approbation  of  all  Europe, 
and  more  particularly  of  the  Turks,  who  had 
repeatedly  invited  him  to  join  with  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  forcing  us  to  evacuate  their  ter- 
ritory. 1  do  not  pretend  to  follow  the  argu- 
ments of  the  First  Consul  in  detail  ;  this  would 
be  impiossible,  from  the  vast  variety  of  matter, 
which  he  took  occasion  to  introduce.  His 
purpose  was  evidently  to  convince  me  that  on 
iVIaita  must  depend  peace  or  war,  and  at  the 
■-ame  time  to  impress  i^pon  my  mind  a  strong 
idea  of  the  means  he  potsessed  of  annoying  us 
at  home  and  abroad.  VVich  regard  to  the  mis- 
trust and  jealousy  which  he  said  constantly 
prevailed  since  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  I  observed  that  after  a  war  of  such 
long  duration,  so  full  of  rancour,  and  carried 
oil  in  a  m.anner  of  which  history  has  no  exam- 
ple, it  was  but  natural  that  a  considurable  de- 
gree of  agitation  should  prevail  ;  but  this,  like. 
the  swell  after  a  storm,  v/ould  gradually  sub-" 
side,  if  not  kept  up  by  the  policy  of  either 
party  :  that  I  would  not  pretend  to  pronounce 
which  had  been  the  aggressor  in  the  paper  war  of 
which  lie  complained,  and  which  was  still  kept 
up, though  v/i(h  this  difference, that  inEngland  it 
was  independent  of  government,  and  in  France 
its  very  act  and  deed.  To  this  I  added,  that 
it  must  be  admitted  that  we  had  such  motives 
of  mistrust  against  France  as  could  not  be  al- 
li'ged  against  us,  and  I  was  going  to  instance 
the  accessinn  of  territory  and  in.^luence  gained 
by  France  since  the  treaty,  when  he  interrupted 
me  by  saying,  I  suppose  you  mean  Piedmont 
and  Switzerland ;  '•  ce  sont  des  Bagatelles:" 
and  it  must  have  been  foreseen  whilst  the  ne- 
gotiation was  pending  ;  "  Vous  n'  avcz  pas  le 
droi  d'en  parler  a  cette  heure."  I  then  al- 
leged as  a  cause  of  mistrust  and  of  jealousy, 
the  impossibility  of  obtaining  justice  or  any 
kind  of  redress  for  any  of  his  iVI^jesty's  sub- 
jects. He  asked  me  in  what  respect;  and  I 
told  him  that  since  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
not  one  British  claimant  had  been  satisfied, 
although  every  Frenchman  of  that  description 
had  been  so  within  one  month  after  that  period  ; 
and  that  since  J  had  been  here,  and  I  could  say 
as  much  of  my  predecessors,  not  one  satis- 
factory answer  had  been  obtained  to  the  innu- 
merable representations  which  we  had  been 
under  the  necessity  of  making  in  favour  of 
British  subjects  and  property  detained  in  the 
several  ports  of  France  and  elsewhere,  without 
even  a  shadow  of  justice  :  such  an  order  of 
things,  1  said,  was  not  made  to  inspire  confi- 
dence; but,  on  the  contrary,  must  create  mis- 
l  trust.  This,  he  said,  must  be  attributed  to 
I  the  natural  difliculties  attending  such  suits, 
i  when  both  parties  thought  themselves  right  ; 
I  but  he  denied  that  such  delays  could  pro- 
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ceed  from  any  dIs;nclinafioii  to  do  what  was 
jwit  and  right.     With  regard  to  the  pensions 
which  were  granted  to  French  or  Swiss  in- 
dividuals, I  observed  that  they  were  given  as 
a  reward  for  past   services   during  the  war, 
and  most  certainly  not  for  present  ones,  and 
still  less  for  such  as  had  been  insinuated,  of  a 
nature  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  every  in- 
dividual in    England,  and  to  the  innversally 
acknowledged  loyalty  and  lionour  of  the  Bri- 
tish o-overnment.     'i'hat   as   for  any  partici- 
pation of  indemnities,    or    other  accessions 
which  his  xMajesty  might  have  obtained,  I 
could  take  upon  myself  to  assure  him   that 
his  jNfajestx's  ambitition  led   him  rather  to 
preserve  than  to  acquire.     And  that  with  re- 
p^ard  to  the  most  propitious  moment  for  re- 
newing hostilities,  his  Majestv,    whose  sin- 
cere desire  it  was  to  continue  the  blessings  of 
peace  to  his  subjects,  would  always  consider 
such  a  measure  as  the  greatest  calamity  :  but 
that  if  his  Majesty  was  so  desirous  of  petice, 
it  must  not  be   imputed  to  the   ditiiculty  of 
obtaining  allies ;    and   the  less  so,    as  those 
means  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  afford 
such  aUies,  tor  perhaps  inadequate  services, 
would  all   be  concentrated  in   England,  and  j 
give   a   proportionate  increase  of  energy  to  ! 
our  own  exertions.     At  this  part  of  the  con-  | 
versation  he  rose  from  his  chair,  and  told  | 
me  that  he  should   give  orders  to   General 
Andreossy  to  enter  on  the  discussion  of  this  ' 
business  with  your  lordship  ;  but  he  wished  I 
that  I  should,  at  the  same  time,    be  made  | 
acquainted  with  his  motives,  and  convinced 
of   his  sincerity,  rather  from  himself  than 
from  his   ministers.     He  then,  after   a  con- 
versation of  two  hours,  during  the  greatest 
part  of  which   he   talked   insessantly,    con- 
versed for  a  few  monients  on  indifferent  sub- 
jects, in  apparent  good  humour,  and  retired. 
Such  was  nearly,  as  I  can  recollect,  the  pur- 
port of  this  conference.     It  must,  however, 
be  observed,  that  he  did  not,  as   AT.  Talley- 
rand had  done,  affect  to  attribute  Colonel 
Sebastiani's  mission  to  co/iuncrcial  motives  on'i/, 
but  as  one  rendered  necessary  in  a  militaiy 
point  of  view,  by  the  infraction  by  us  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&C.  \\^HIT\\ORTH. 

P.  S.  This  conversation  took  place  on  Fri- 
dry  last,  and  this  morning  I  saw  M.  de  Tal- 
leyrand. He  had  been  with  the  First  Con- 
sul after  I  left  him,  and  he  assured  me  that 
he  had  been  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
frankness  with  which  I  had  made  my  obser- 
vations on  what  fell  from  him.  1  told  him, 
that  without  entering  into  any  farther  detail, 
what  I  had  said  to  the  First  Consul  amounted 
to  an  assurance,  of  what  I  trusted  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  of  the  readiness  of  his 
Jdaiesiv's  rnii-iister*  to  rcmov-,*  all  sul-'ects  of 


discussion,  where  that  could  be  do/ic  without 
violating  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  to  ful- 
fil strictly  the  engagemenis  which  they  had 
contracted,  in  as  much  as  tliat  could  be  re- 
conciled with  the  safety  of  the  state.  As 
this  applied  to  Malta  and  Egypt,  he  gave  mc 
to  understand  that  a  project  was  in  contem^ 
plation,  by  which  the  integrity  of  the 
Turkish  empire  would  be  so  etfectually  sc 
cured  as  to  do  av.-a)'  every  cause  of  doubt  of 
uneasiness,  either  with  regard  to  Egypt  or 
anv  part  of  the'  Turkish  dominions.  He 
could  not  then,  he  said,  explain  himself  far- 
ther. Under  these  circumstances  no  one 
can  expect  that  we  should  relinquish  that 
assurance  which  we  have  in  hand,  till  some- 
thing equally  satisfiictory  is  proposed. 

Whitworth. 
The  Bight  Hem.  Lord  Ilaxvkcsburij,  &;c. 

Dou:niiip:-sti-cef,  Ftb.  'l^th,  ISO", 
No.  39. — My  Lord,  Your  excellency's 
dispatch,  of  February  21st,  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  laid  before  the  King,  i  have 
wreat  satisfaction  in  communicating  to  you 
his  Majesty's  entire  approbation  ot  the  able 
and  judicious  manner  in  vv-hich  you  nppear  to 
have  executed  the  instructions  which  I  gave 
to  you  in  my  dispatch  of  the  9th  instant* 
The  account  vou  have  given  of  your  inter- 
view with  the  First  Consul,  is  in  every  re- 
spect important.  It  is  unnecessary  for  mc 
to  remark  on  the  tone  and  temper  in  which 
the  sentiments  of  the  First  Consul  appear  io 
have  been  expressed,  or  to  offer  any  ob- 
servations in  addition  to  those  so  properly 
made  by  your  excellency  at  the  time,  upon 
several  of  the  topics  which  were  brought 
forward  by  the  First  Consul  in  the  course  of 
your  conversation  ;  I  shall  therefore  content 
myself  with  referring  your  excellency  to  my 
dispatch  to  Air.  Merry  of  August  28,  1S02, 
in  which  the  subject  of  the  complaints  of  the 
French  government,  respecting  the  freedom 
of  tlie  press,  the  emigrants,  &:c.  are  parti- 
cularly discussed.  I  cannot,  ho-aever,  avoid 
I  noticing,  that  nothing  approaching  to  ex- 
planation or  satisfaction  is  stated  to  have  been 
thrown  out  by  the  First  Consul,  in  answer  to 
the  just  representations  and  complaints  of  his 
Majesty,  in  consequence  of  the  un'ivarrant- 
able  iubinuations  and  charges  contained  in 
Colonel  Sebastiani's  report  against  his  Ma- 
jesty's government, — the  ofncer  command- 
ing his  forces  in  Egypt,  and  his  army 
in  that  quarter  :  but  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  language  of  the  First  Consul  has  tended 
to  strengthen  and  confirm  the  suspicious 
which  that  pubHcation  was  peculiarly  calcu- 
lated to  excite.  I  shall  novy  proceed  to  give 
you  some  farther  instructions  on  the  language 
which  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  hold  re- 
snectins;  the  charge  Avf;lch  ha.s  been.ad^'ancc'i 
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against  his  Majesty's  government,  of  fhe'r 
iin\villin<!;n.css  to  tuHiI  the  treaty  (^i  Amiens. 
The  treaty  of  Aiiiitii?  has  been  in  a  course 
of  execution,  on  tlie  {.art  of  hio  i\iaicsly,  in 
every  article  in  which,  accorciinp.  to  (he  spi- 
rit of  that  treaty,  it  has  been  found  cajjable 
of  execution. There  cannot  be  thcicast  doubt, 
that  tgypt  is  at  this  time  completely  evacu- 
ated. The  delay  which  had  ari.cii  in  the 
evacuation  of  Alexandria,  was  owing  to  ac- 
cidental circumstances,  the  p.uticulars  of 
which  v.'erc  explained  to  von  \n  my  dispatch 
of  the  SUth  November  last  ;  and  i  had  every 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  conimvinication 
1  had  v.dth  General  Andreossy  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  French  government  vrere  per- 
fectly satisiied  with  the  explanation  udiich  he 
was  authorized  at  the  tinjc  to  give  them  re- 
specting it.  ^^  ith  regard  to  that  article  of  the 
treaty  which  relates  to  Malta,  the  stipula- 
tions contained  in  it  (owing  to  circumstances 
which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  his  Majesty 
to  controul),  have  not  been  tound  capable  of 
execution.  The  reliisal  of  Russia  to  accede 
to  the  arrangement,  excejit  on  condition 
that  tile  Maltese  langue  should  be  abolished ; 
the  silence  of  the  Court  of  Berlin  with  re- 
spect to  the  invitation  that  has  been  made  to 
it,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty,  to  become 
a  guarantying  power ;  the  abolition  of  the 
Spanish  priories,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  to 
which  the  King  of  Spaui  was  a  party  ;  the 
declaration  of  the  Portuguese  government  oi 
their  intention  to  sequestrate  the  property  of 
the  Portuguese  priory,  as  forming  a  part  of 
the  Spanish  langue,  imless  the  property  of 
the  Spanish  priories  is  restored  to  them  ;  the 
non-election  of  a  (vrand  Master  :  these  cir- 
cumstances would  have  been  suihcient,  with- 
out anv  other  special  grounds,  to  have  war- 
ranted his  Majesty  in  suspending  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Island,  until  some  new  arrangement 
could  be  adjusted  for  its  security  and  itide- 
pendence.  But  when  it  is  considered  how 
greatly  the  dominion,  power,  and  influence 
of  France  have  of  late  been  extended,  his 
Majesty  must  feel,  that  he  has  an  incon- 
testible  right,  conformably  to  the  principles 
on  which  the  treaty  of  peace  was  negociated 
and  concluded,  to  demand  additional  secu- 
rities in  any  new  arrangement  which  it  might 
be  necessary  to  make  with  a  view  of  effect- 
ing the  real  objects  of  that  treaty.  And 
these  considerations,  sulilcient  as  they  might 
be  in  them.selves  to  justify  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  his  Majesty  had  determined  to 
adopt,  have  received  additional  force  from 
the  views  which  have  been  recerilly  and  un- 
reservedly manifested  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, respecting  the  Turkish  dominions, 
and  the  islands  in  the  Adriatic  (and  u-hic/i 
haie  ban  hi  u  2''caL  dtsrtr  ad/niucd  '".<  the  Iv'ift 


Cnv.-ul,  in  Ids  iiifirficiv  iiith  r/our  cxctlkncyj  ; 
views  which  are  directly  repugnant,  not  on- 
ly to  the  spirit,  but  to  the  letter  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens.  From  the  postscript  in  your  ex- 
cellency's letter,  it  appears  that  a  project  was 
in  contemplation,  bv  which,  according  to  the 
declaration  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  the  integrity  of 
the  Turkish  territory  would  be  secured  so  as  to 
do  av.'ay  every  cause  of  doubt  or  uneasiness 
either  with  regard  to  Egypt  or  to  any  other  part 
of  the  Turkish  dominions.  His  Majesty  will 
consider  the  communication  Of  si;ch  a  pro- 
ject as  indicating  a  disposition,  on  the  part 
of  the  French  government,-  to  afford  him 
explanation  and  satisfaction  respecting  somiC 
of  the  points  v\  hich  hsve  been  the  subject  of 
his  representation.  But  after  all  that  has 
passed,  his  Majesty  cannot  consent  that  his 
troops  should  evacuate  the  Island  of  Malta, 
until  substantial  secuDty  has  been  provided 
f'or  those  objects,  which,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  might  be  materially  endan* 
gered  by  their  rem.oval.     I  am,  &;c. 

Fi  AWK.ESBURYi 

///?  Lxcdlcnci/  Lord  Whitii-nrllt^  iS'c. 

Pans,  Dth  J\lcn\h,  1803.  ' 
No.  10. — My  Lord,  I  saw  M.  de  Talleyrand 
yesterday,  and  acquitted  myself  of  youl* 
lordship's  instructions.  I  recapitulated  the 
several  arguments  therein  contained,  dwel- 
ling particularly  on  the  open  avowal  of  the 
Firbt  Consul's  views  in  Egvpt ;  and  con- 
cluding with  the  resolution  of  his  Majesty  not 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Malta,  until 
some  security  should  be  given,  that  by  so 
doing  his  Majesty  should  not  expose  the 
safety  of  his  own  dominions.  11^;  heard  me 
with  great  patience,  and  in  au'^v.'er  endea- 
vtnired,  as  before,  to  convince  me  that 
there  was  no  reason  whatever  for  the  appre- 
hensioiis  v.diich  we  entertained.  That  it  was 
true,  the  acquisition  of  Kgy]-)t  had  been,  and 
perhaps  still  was,  a  favourite  object  of  the 
First  Consul,  but  that  it  was  not  so  much  so 
as  to  allow  him  to  go  to  war  for  its  attain- 
ment. I  then  told  him  that  what  had  in  a 
particular  manner  excited  the  attention  of 
vour  lordship,  in  my  last  report,  was  the  as- 
suran.ce  he  had  given  me  of  some  project 
being  in  contemplation,  whereby  the  inte- 
grity of  the  Turkish  empire  would  be  so  in- 
sured, in  all  its  parts,  as  to  remove  every 
doubt  or  apprehension.  I  begged  him, 
therei'ore,  to  explain  himself  on  this  subject, 
which  I  conceived  to  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance ;  since  it  was  only  by  such  means 
that  both  parties  could  be  satisfied.  He  then 
gave  me  to  understand,  that  what  he  liad 
termed  a  project  was  nothing  more  than 
what  had  been  expressed  in  the  First  Con- 
sul's message  to  the  legislative  body,  when  he 
'~ays,  that  there  is   a  French  ambassador  at 
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Constantliioplc,  who  is  charged  to  give 
every  assurance  of  the  diEposition  of  France 
to  strengthen,  instead  of  to  weaken.,  that 
ii^overnipcnt.  I  expressed  a  doubt  whetiicr 
■this,  or  any  other  parole  security,  would  be 
considered  as  sufficient  in  such  a  transaction. 
Hereupon  he  repeated  the  question — What 
then  is  the  security  which  you  require,  and 
which  the  First  Consul  can  give  ?  This,  I 
told  hijn,  must  be  the  subject  of  the  negotia- 
tion on  which  we  were  willing  to  enier ;  and 
I  trusted  that  the  French  government  v^ould 
bring  into  it  the  same  temper,  and  the  same 
real  desire  to  conciliate,  which  was  manifest- 
ed by  his  Majesty's  ministers.  M.  de  Talley- 
rand now  informed  me,  that  the  First  Con- 
sul had,  five  or  six  days  ago,  ordered  instruc- 
tions to  be  sent  to  General  Andreossy,  by 
which  he  was  to  require  an  immediate  and 
categorical  answer  to  the  plain  question — 
Whether  his  Majesty  would,  or  would  not, 
cause  Malta  to  be  evacuated  by  the  British 
troops.?  That  he  concluded  this  communica- 
tion was  already  made,  and  that  he  expected 
to  learn  the  result  of  it  ia  a  very  few  days ; 
adding,  that  all  the  First  Consul  wanted  was 
to  know  precisely  on  wliat  he  had  to  depend. 
1  CQuld  not  help  lamenting  this  precipitate 
measure,  since  it  could  caiswer  no  good  pur- 
pose, and  would  only  tend  to  introduce  into 
the  discussion  ill-humour  and  offended  dig- 
nity, in  the  place  of  dispassionate  reasoning. 
I  be2,gcd  him,  however,  to  be  prepared,  and 
to  prepare  the  First  Consul,  to  nieet  with 
more  opposition  to  his  will  than  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  on  similar  occasions.  I  told 
him,  that  his  Majesty  was  willing  to  discuss 
the  point  in  dispute  with  fairness  and  can- 
dour, but  certainly  never  would  be  intimi- 
dated into  acquiescence ;  and  I  repeatedly 
urged,  that  if  he  wished  well  to  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries,  he  should  prepare  the 
First  Consul  for  the  consequences  which 
might  natu'rally  be  expected  from  this  step, 
and  thus  prevent  the  effect  of  any  sudden 
gust  of  ill-humour.  He  was  unwilling  to  admit 
that  there  could  be  any  chance  of  satisfying 
the  First  Consul  short  of  a  compliance  with 
his  vvishes,  founded  as  he  pretended  on  good 
faith.  Our  conversation  ended  here,  and  I 
wait  the  result  of  General  Andr'ossy's  com- 
munication with  the  utmost  impatience.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         Whit  won  th. 

P.  S.  In  the  interval  between  the  writing 
and  the  transcribing  the  above  dispatch,  I 
have  taken  another  opportunity  of  seeing  M. 
de  Talleyrand,  and  I  am  glad  to  find,  that 
(for  vidiat  purpose  I  know  not)  he  had  repre- 
sented the  instructions  to  General  Andreossy 
as  much  more  absolute  and  offensive  than 
thev  really  are.     I  found  him  tc-day  entirely 
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disposed  to  give  me  another  opinion,  and  to 
convince  me  that  the  First  Consul,  iar  from 
wishing  to  carry  matters  to  extremity,  was 
desirous  to  discuss,  fairly  and  without  passion, 
a  point,  which  he  admitted  was  of  import- 
ance to  both  countries.  He  repeatedly  as- 
sured me,  that  much  as  the  First  Consul 
might  have  the  acquisition  of  Egypt  at  heart, 
he  would  sacrifice  his  ov/n  feelings  to  the 
preservation  of  peace  ;  and  henceforth  seek 
to  augment  his  glory,  by  in:iproving  and  con- 
solidating the  internal  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, rather  than  by  adding  to  its  possessions. 
Ri^/tt  Hon.  Lord  Haickcshtny,  tVc.  W. 

No.  41. — Note  from  Caurul  AndrcossT/ 
to  Lord  Haxvkeshuri/,  dated  March  10^ 
1803. — Translation. — The  undersigned  am- 
bassador and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic  to  his  Britannic  INIajcsty, 
has  received  from  the  First  Consul,  express 
orders  to  require  from  the  British  govern- 
ment some  explanations  respecting  the 
protracted  occupation  of  the  Island  of  MaUa 
by  the  English  troops.  Fle  had  hoped  that 
verbal  communications  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  have  produced  satisfactory  expc- 
sitions,  by  preparing  the  way  for  the  mutual 
conciliation  of  minds  and  interests,  a  conduct 
which  has  been  prescribed  to  him  by  his 
ardent  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  harnjo.ny, 
between  the  two  countries,  and  of  the  peace 
of  Europe,  objects  of  the  solicitude  of  the 
French  government :  but  the  undersigned 
thinks  he  can  no  longer  delay  complying 
with  the  instructions  he  Iiad  received,  and 
he  has  therefore  the  honour  of  addressing  the 
foUov.'ing  observations  to  his  Excellency 
Lord  Fiavf'kesbury,  which  recal  to  recoilecri 
tion  the  spirit  and  the  leading  features  of  the 
verbal  communications  which  he  has  previ- 
ously made  to  him.  By  the  conditions  of  th^ 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  10th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  the  English  troops  were  to 
evacuate  the  Island  of  Malta  and  its  de- 
pendencies three  months  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications.  Ten  months  have 
elapsed  since  the  ratifications  have  been  ex- 
changed, and  the  English  troops  arc  still  at 
Malta.  The  French  troops,  on  the  contrary, 
who  were  to  evacuate  the  Neapolitan  and 
Papal  states,  have  not  waited  the  expiration 
of  the  three  months  which  were  granted  to 
them  to  withdraw,  and  have  quitted  Taren- 
tum,  the  fortifications  of  which  they  had  re- 
established, and  where  they  had  collected 
1 00  pieces  of  cannon.  Vv'hat  can  be  allcdgcd 
in  justification  of  the  delay  in  evacuating 
Malta?  Has  n"t  the  1 0th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  provided  for  every  thing  ? 
And  the  Neapolitan  troops  being  arrived, 
under  what  pretext  do  those  of  England  stil? 
remain  there?  Is  it  because  all  the  power 
'     *  D  ■  ■  '■    ■ 
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enumerated  In  the  Gib  paragraph  have  not  yet 
accepted  the  ouaranty  which  is  devolved  upon 
them  r  But  this  is  not  a  condition  that  relates  I 
to  ttie  evacuation  of  the  island ;  and  besides,  i 
Austiia  has  already  sent  its  act  of  guaranty  : 
Russia  itself  has  made  only  a  single  dilhcully, 
which  is  done  away  by  the  accession  of  the 
First  Consul  to  the  modifications  proposed, 
unless  indeed  England  itself  thro'.vs  obstacles  in 
the  wav,  bv  lefusing  to  accede  to  the  propo- 
sals of  Russia,  which  after  all  could  not  af- 
fect the  engagements  of  his  Britannic  IMa- 
jesty,  v.'ho,  according  to  the  express  condi- 
tions of  the  treaty,  is  to  evacuate  the  island 
of  Malta  v.'ithin  three  months,  placing  it  un- 
der the  guard  of  the  Neapolitans,  who  are 
to  garrison  it,  until  the  definitive  arrange- 
ments of  the  Order  are  settled.  It  should 
therefore  seem  impossible,  and  it  would  be 
Avithout  example  in  the  history  of  nations, 
were  his  Britann"c  Pvlajesty  to  refuse  to  exe- 
cute a  fundamental  article  of  the  pacifica- 
tion, of  the  very  one,  which,  in  the  draw- 
ing up  of  the  preliminaries,  was  considered 
as  the  first,  and  as  rcquiriiig  to  be  settled 
previously  to  every  other  point.  Indeed, 
the  First  Consul,  v>'ho  cordially  relics  on  (he 
intentions  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  can- 
not suppose  them  to  be  less  open  and  ge- 
nerous than  those  v.iihwhich  he  is  animated, 
has  hitherto  been  unwilling  to  attribute  tlie 
delay  of  the  evacuation  of  the  island  of 
Malta,  to  any  other  than  to  maritime  cir- 
cumstances. The  undersigned  is,  therefore, 
charged  to  require  explanations  on  this  point, 
and  he  is  persuaded  that  the  British  ministry 
will  be  the  more  anxious  to  furnish  such  as 
v.'ill  be  satisfactory,  as  they  must  be  sensible 
how  necessary  thev  are  for  the  maintenance 
of  harmony,  and  how  important  they  are 
for  the  honour  of  the  tvvo  nations.  The 
lUidersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  renew  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  the  assur- 
ances of  his  high  consideration. 

(Signed)         F.  Ampreossy. 
Portland-place,  10//;  March    ISO,'!. 

Paris,  March  \'2,  iS03. 
No.  42. — ^ly  Lord,  The  messen'-er  AFa- 
$on  arrived  yesterday  morning  eariv,  wilh 
your  lordship's  letter  of  the  7  th,  ir. forming 
me,  that  in  consequence  of  the  preparations 
in  th  ports  of  France  and  Holland,  which, 
though  avowedly  intended  for  colonial  ser- 
vice, might,  in  the  event  of  a  rupture,  be 
turned  against  som.e  part  of  the  Bridsli  do- 
minions, his  IvJaiestv  bad  judged  it  expedient 
t'-)  send  a  messa  e  to  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, recomimending,  in  terms  void  of  of- 
fence, the  adopiion  of  such  measures  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  honour  of  l;is  crov.-n, 
and  the  security  of  his  dominions,  and  at 
fhe  same  time  such  as  will  manifest  his  >,Ia- 


jesty's  disposition  for  the  preservation  of 
peace.  I  beg  leave  to  return  your  lordship 
my  thanks  for  having  ajyprized  me  of  this 
circumstance  by  a  special  messenger ;  I 
found,  however,  on  going  to  M.  de  Talley- 
rand, at  two  o'ck;ck,  that  he  was  already  in- 
formed of  it.  He  was  just  setting  out  to 
communicate  it  to  the  First  Consul,  and  ap' 
peared  under  considerable  agitation.  He 
returned  with  me  to  his  Cabinet,  and  though 
he  told  me  he  was  pressed  for  time,  he  suf- 
fered me  to  relate  the  circumstance  without 
interruption.  I  endeavoured  (o  make  him 
sensible  that  this  measure  was  merely  pre- 
cautionary, and  not  in  the  least  degree  in- 
tended as  a  menace.  I  concluded  mv  obser- 
vations by  repeating  that  it  was  merely  a 
measure  of  self-security,  founded  on  the  ar- 
maments which  were  carrying  nn  in  the  ports 
of  France  and  Holland,  remarking  at  the 
same  time,  that  had  not  even  these  arma- 
ments been  as  notorious  as  they  were,  the 
very  circumstance  of  the  First  Consul's  de- 
termination to  augment  so  considerablv  his 
army  in  time  of  peace,  would  have  been  a 
full  and  suilicient  motive  for  such  ■  a  measure 
of  prccautio;!.  M.  de  Talleyrand  now  in- 
formed me  tiTat  he  v^^as  already  acquain.ted 
with  (he  business;  that  a  messenger  had  that 
morning  arrived,  v.'liO  had  brought  him  a 
copy  of  the  message,  which  he  communi- 
cated to  me.  I  could  draw  from  him  no  re^ 
ply  whatever  to  my  observations.  He  con- 
fined himself  strictly  to  thekassurance  which 
he  has  so  repeatedly  made,  that  there  was  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  alarm  v.'hich  was 
felt  by  his  IMajesty's  ministers;  that  the  First 
Consul  was  pacific ;  that  he  had  no  thoughts 
whatever  of  attacking  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions, unless  forced  to  do  so  by  a  commence- 
ment of  hosiilities  on  our  part;  that  he  should 
always  consider  the  nfn.sul  to  ernaiaje  Malta 
as  such  a  connucnccnfcnt  of  liostilides ;  and 
that  as  we  had  hitherto  hesitated  to  do  so,  he 
was  justified  in  adopting  the  measures  wdiich 
might  eventually  be  necessary.  He  disclaim- 
ed every  idea  of  the  armaments  fitting  out  in 
the  Dutch  ports  having  any  other  destination 
than  to  the  colonies,  and  concluded  that  for 
his  part,  he  could  not  comprehend  the  mo- 
tives which  had  necessitated  a  resort  (o  such 
a  measure  on  the  ])art  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment. He  then  desired  leave  to  go  to 
the  First  Consul,  pronh^ing  that  he  would 
:  let  me  know  the  result  when  we  met  at  dia- 
1  ner  at  the  Fru"^sian  minister's.  He  did  not 
'  come  there  till  riear  seven  o'clock,  and  when 
I  we  rose  from  dinner,  lie  took  me  aside,  and 
I  informed  me,  that  although  the  First  Consul 
I  had  been  highly  irritated  at  the  unjust  suspi- 
I  cion  which  his  Majesty's  government  enter- 
,  lained,  yet  he  would  not  ?\\o\v  hiroself  to  b« 
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so  faf  mn'.terfd  by  his  feelings,  as  to  lose  sight 
of  the  calamiiies  which  the  prcbcnt  disciisbion 
might  enr.iil  upon  humanity.  He  dwelt  mucli 
on  this  topic,  and  explained  the  measures  to 
which  he  should  be  obhged  to  resort ;  he  said 
that  if  England  wished  to  discuss  fairly,  he 
wished  the  same;  that  if  England  prcpnrLd  for 
war  he  would  do  the  same  ;  and  that  if  Eng- 
land should  fin:;llv  determine  on  hostilities,  he 
trusted  to  the  support  (f  the  Fiench  nation  in 
the  cause  of  honour  and  of  justice.  It  was  in 
vain  that  I  repeated  that  England  did  not  wish 
for  war;  that  peace  was  as  necessary  to  us  as  ir 
could  be  to  France;  that  all  we  desired,  and 
all  that  we  were  contending  for,  was  security; 
that  every  thing  proved  tons  tha:  that  security 
was  threatened  by  the  First  Consul's  views  on 
Egypt ;  and  that  consequently  cur  refusal  to 
evacuate  Ivlalta,  was  become  as  much  a  necessary 
treasure  of  precaution,  as  the  defence  of  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.  Toihiskind 
of  reasoning  M.  de  Tidleyrand  opposed  the  mo- 
deration ot  the  First  Cousul,  his  great  self  de- 
nial, and  his  determinatijn  to  sacrinre  even  the 
most  favourite  points  to  ris  sincere  desire  to 
avoid  a  rupture.  M.  de  Talleyrand  now  told 
me,  that,  in  order  to  facilitate  my  communica- 
tion of  the  First  Consul's  sentiments,  he  would 
communicate  to  me  a  paper  which  he  had  that 
morning  drawn  up  with  him  ;  that  it  was  not 
to  be  considered  as  any  thing  absolutely  offi- 
cial ;  that  it  was  a  memorandum  to  assist  me, 
but  siich  as  I  might,  if  I  chose,  transm.it  to  your 
Lordship.  1  now  inclose  it.  I  have  th;  honour 

to  be,  &C.  Wl-UTWORTH. 

Ulglit  Hon.  Lord  Ilfiivkcsburj/^  tVc. 
Aoic  vcrbale,  referred  to   in  No.  i-'2. 


.X>'i--'i''l''iiion. — I.  If  his  Eritannic  Majesty  in 
Ms  message  means  to  speak  of  the  expedition 
of  Hclvoctfluys,  all  the  world  knows  that  k 
was  destined  for  Air.erica,  and  that  it  was  on 
the  point  of  sailing  for  its  destination,  but  in 
consequence  of  his  Mitjesty's  message,  the  em- 
barkation and  putting  to  sea  are  about  to  be 
countera;a:ided. — II.  If  we  do  not  receive  sa- 
tisfactory explat'.ation  respecting  these  arma- 
uun's  in  England,  and  if  they  actually  take 
place,  ic  is  nutural  that  the  First  Consul  should 
march  20,000  men  into  Holland,  since  Hol- 
land is  mentioned  in  the  message. — III.  These 
troops  bfing  once  in  the  country,  it  is  ivitirral 
that  an  encam.pment  should  be  formed  on  she 
frontiers  of  Hanover;  and,  moreover,  that 
additional  bodies  should  ynn  those  troops 
which  were  already  embarked  for  America,  in 
order  to  form  new  embarkations,  and  to  m-iin- 
tain  an  offensive  and  defenive  position. — IV. 
Jt  is  natural  that  the  First  Cousul  should  oreier 
several  cainps  to  be  fbruied  at  Calais,  and  on 
different  points  of  the  coasts. — V.  It  is  like- 
wise in  tiic  r.ature  of  things,  that  the  First  Con- 
sul, who  was  on  the  poiiit  i;f  evacuating  Swis- 
serland,  should  be  under  the  necessity  ci  cnn 


tinuing  a  French  army  in  that  country. — VI. 
It  is  aho  the  nulnral  ccuM'tjutnce  of  all  tins, 
tlut  the  First  Consul  should  send  a  fresh  force 
into  Italy,  in  order  to  occupy,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, the  position  of  Tatemum. — VII.  Eng- 
land aririing-,  and  arming  with  so  much  publi- 
city, v.'ill  compel  France  to  put  her,  armies  on 
the  war  establishment,  a  step  so  important  as 
cannot  fail  to  agitate  al!  I'lurope. 

The  result  ot'^all  these  movemcrifs  will  be  to 
irritate  the  two  countiies  still  mire.  Fr;mce 
will  have  been  compelled  to  take  all  thej-e  pre- 
cautions in  consequence  of  the  English  arma- 
ments, and  nevertheless  every  means  will  be 
taken  to  excitp  i^c  English  nation  by  th.e  as- 
sertion, that  France  meditates  an  invasion.  Tlie 
whole  British  population  will  b'  obliged  to  put 
themselves  under  arms  for  their  delence,  and 
their  export  trade  will,  even  before  the  war, 
be  in  a  state  of  stagnation  throughout  the  vvhile 
extent  of  the  countries  occupied  by  the  French 
arms.  The  experience  of  natiwns,  and  the 
cour;e  of  events  prove,  that  the  ditt-mce  be- 
tween such  a  state  of  things  and  actual  ho^ti- 
Hty,  is  unfortunately  not  ren^ote.  As  to  the 
differences,  of  which  mention  is  m.ade  in  his 
Britannic  M,!Jest\'s  message,  we  know  not  of 
any  that  we  have  w  ith  England  ;  for  ir  cannot  be 
imagined  that  a  serious  intention  cnn  have  ex- 
isted in  England  of  cvadiftg  the  execution  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  under  the  protection  of 
a  military  armam.enr.  Europe  well  knows  that 
it  is  possible  to  attempt  the  dism.eraberment  of 
France,  but  no:  to  imimidateher. 

Fur  is,  March  M-,  ISO".    '■ 

No.  -1.'). — My  Lord,  The  messenger  Mason 
went  on  Saturd.^y  v\irh  tny  disparches  of  that 
date,  and  until  yesterday  (Sunday)  I  saw  no 
one  likely  to  give  me  any  further  iniortnatioa 
such  as  I  could  depend  upon,  as  to  the  e-Fect 
which  his  Maie--ry's  message  had  produced  oa 
the  Fiist  Consul.  At  the  court  which  was 
held  at  the  Thuilleries  upon  that  day,  he  accost- 
ed m^e  evidently  under  very  considerable  agi- 
tation. He  began  by  a'.-king  me  if  I  had  any 
news  from  Enghmei.  I  told  him  that  I  had 
received  letters  from  your  iordihip  two  days 
ago.  He  immediately  said,  and  so  you  are 
deter.nined  to  go  to  v.-sr.  No!  I  replied,  we 
ate  too  sensible  ol'  the  advantaj.e.s  ot  peace, — 
Nous  avons,  said  he',  deja  tait  la  guerre  pen- 
dant quiiize  ans. — As  he  s-emed  to  wait  for  ati 
answer,  I  ob-^erved  only,  C'en  e»t  deja  trop. — 
Mais,  said  he,  vous  voulez  la  faire  encore 
(juir.ze  annees,  et  votis  m'y  for^ez. — I  told 
him,  that  was  very  far  from  ids  Majesty's  in- 
tentions.— He  then  proceeded  to  Count  Mar- 
cow  and  the  Chevalier  Asara,  v.  !k>  were  stend- 
in^  topether  at  a  little  distance  from  me,  and 
said  to  the.m,  Les  Anglois  veuUntla  guerre. 
in;iis  s'ils  sont  les  premiers  a  tirer  I'Epee,  .je 
§erai  !c  dernier  u  la  remellre.  lis  tie  vespfC- 
tent  rsas  les  Tiaites.     11  f.iut  dortniivant  les 
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couvrJr  de  Crepe  row. — He  tl-.en  went  his  | 
round,  in  a  fev/  minutes  lie  came  bark  tome, 
and  resumed  (lie  conversation,  if  such  it  can 
be  called,  by  something  personally  civil  to 
me.  He  began  again. — ^rourquoi  des  Arme- 
mens?  Contre  qui  des  mesures  de  precau- 
tion ?  Je  n'ai  pns  un  seul  vaisseau  de  ligne 
rtans  les  ports  de  France  ;  mais  sivous  voulez 
armei',  j'armcrai  aussi ;  si  vous  voulez  vous 
battre,  je  nie  battrai  aussi.  '^'^ous  pourrez 
peut-elrc  tuer  ia  France,  niais  jamais  Tintimi- 
der. — On  ne  vou  droit,  said  I,  ni  Vv.n  ni 
J'autre.  On  voudroit  vivre  en  bonne  intelli- 
gence avec  clle. — 11  faut  done  respecter  les 
tiailvs,  replied  he ;  Malheur  a  ceux  qui  ne 
respectent  pas  les  Iraites;  ils  en  sei'ont  re- 
sponsable  a  toute  i'Europe. — Me  was  too 
much  agitated  to  make  it  adviseable  for  me 
to  prolong  the  conversation;  1  therefo*-e  made 
no  answer,  and  he  retired  to  his  apartment, 
repeating  the  last  phrase.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  all  this  passed  loud  enoUc^h  to  be 
overheard  by  200  people  who  were  pre- 
sent, and  I  am  persuaded  that  there  was  not 
a  single  person,  who  did  not  feel  the  extrem.e 
impropriety  of  his  conduct,  and  the  total  want 
ot  dignity  as  well  as  of  dec  .-ncv  on  the  occa- 
sion. I  propose  taking  the  first  opportunity 
of  speaking  to  Mr.  Talleyrand  on  (his  subject. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Whitworth. 
liig/u  Hon.  Lord  Ilcmkesbiirj/,  cVc  d,'r. 
No.  -ii. — Extract  of  n  di-yjatchfrom  Lord 
Ilaivkeshiiri/  to  Lord  Wlnlsoril:,  dated  Murch 
15,  180,3. — I  send  your  excellency  a  copy  of 
the  note  presented  to  me  by  General  Andre- 
ossy  -on  the  10th  instant,  (vide  page  57) 
and  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  this 
day  by  his  Majesty's  commands  returned  to  it. 
No.  45. — Note. — The  undersigned,  his 
Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  s<,:'i{e  for  fo- 
reign aiTairs,  has  laid  before  the  Xing  the  note 
of  his  excellency  the  Fretich  amb;issador  of 
the  10th  iastanf.  In  obeying  th.e  (••.  nunands 
of  his  Majesty,  by  reiiiDiing  an  u:Tici:ii  answ-r 
to  ihis  note,  the  luidersigned  feel:,  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  do  little  more  than  repeat  the 
ezplrrtatlons  which  have  been  already  given 
on  n:ore  than  one  occasion  by  himself  vei"- 
bally  to  General  AriOROSsy,  and  by  Lord 
Wh.it worth  to  2.1.  Talleyrand,  on  t!;e  subject 
of  the  note,  an-i  of  the  points  whicli  appear 
to  be  connecied  wiih  it.  He  c-in  have  no 
diirk-ulty  in  assuring  the  French  Ambassador, 
that  Ins  Maj':-rfy  has  entertained  a  most  sin- 
cere desire  that  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  might 
be  executed  in  a  full  and  complete  manner ; 
btir  it  has  not  been  possible  ior  him  to  con- 
sider this  Treaty  as  iiaving  been  fouiuied  on 
jjrinciples.dilferent  from  those  which  have 
been  invariably  applied  to  every  other  ante- 
cedent treaty  or  convention,  namely,  tiiSl 
4hev. were  M(-'i  ni^ted    '.viUi  referenre    i-Q  fi;>- 


actual  state  of  jiossession  of  tb.e  different  par- 
ties,, and  to  the  treaties  or  public  ena^agevient!^ 
by  which  they  v.'ere  bound  at  the  time  of  its 
conclusion  ;  and  that  if  that  state  of  possession 
and  of  engagements  v^'as  so  materially  altered 
by  the  act  of  either  of  the  parties  as  to  affect 
the  nature  of  the  compact  itself,  the  other 
party  has  a  right,  according;  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, io  interfere  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
satisfaction  or  ccmpensalion  for  any  essential 
difference  which  such  acts  may  have  subse- 
quently made  in  their  relative  situation;  that 
if  there  ever  was  a  case  to  which  this  prin- 
ciple might  be  a;^plied  with  peculiar  propriety, 
it  was  that  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  ;  for  the 
negotiation    was    conducted    on   a  basis  not 
merely  proposed  by   his  Majesty,-   but  spe- 
cially agreed  to,  in  an  official  note,  by  the 
Frejich   government,   viz.    that    his  Majcslv 
iliOidd  kcfp  a  compemation  out  of  his  concjiiesis 
for  the  important  acquisition  of  territory  made 
h/ France  upon  the  Continent.  That  is  a  sufficient' 
proof  that  the  compact  was  understood  to 
have  been  concluded  in  relation  to  the  then 
existing  stats  of  things ;  for  the  measure   of 
his  Majesty's  compensation  was  to  be  calcu- 
lated v.ith  reference  to  the    acquisitions  of 
France  at  that  time  ;  and  if  the  interference  of 
the  French  government  in  the  general  affairs 
of  Europe  since  that  period  :  if  their  interpo- 
sition vvith  respect  to  Switzerland  and  Holland, 
whose  independence  was  guarantied  by  them 
at  the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
peace ;  if  the  acquisitions  which  have   been 
made  by  France  in  various  quarters,  but  par- 
ticularly those   in  Italy,    have  extended  the 
territoi-y  and  increased  the  power  of  France, 
his  Majesty  would  be  warranted,  consistentl^r- 
with  the   spirit  of  the  treaty   of  peace,    in 
claiming  equivalents  for  these  acquisitions,  as 
a  caunterpoise  to  the  augmicntation   of  the 
power  of  France.     His  Majesty,    hoAvever, 
anxious  to  prevent  all  ground  of  misunder- 
standing,   and  desirous  of  consolidating  the 
general  peace  of  Europe,  as  far  as  miight  be  m 
hiis  power,    was  willing  to  have  waved-  the 
pretensions  he    might    have  a    right  to   ad- 
vance of  this   nature ;  and  as  the   other  ar- 
ticles of  the  definitive  treaty  have  been  in  a 
course  of  execution,  on  his  part,  so  he  would 
have  been  ready  to  have  carried  into  effect  an 
arrangement  conformable  to  the  true  intent 
and  spirit  of  the  10th  article  ;  the  execution 
of  that  ai-rangement,  according  to  it&  terms, 
having  been  reu.dered  impracticable  by   cir- 
i  cum.stances  wiiich  it  was  not  in  his  Majesty^'s 
I  power  to  tontroul.     Whilst  his  Majesty  'vas 
j  actuated  by  these  seiitiments  of  moderation 
!  and    forbearance,   and   prepared  to  regulate 
j  his  conduct  in  conformity  to  them,  his  atten- 
I  ticn  was  particularly  attracted    by  the  very 
I  e.v!i'/»oiv-ri.njiv\'  ]  nhl'caiion   of    the    report    of 
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Colonel  Seba^tianl  to  the  First  Consul.  This 
report  contains  the  most  unjustiti<ible  insinua- 
tions and  charges  against  his  Maj."sty's  gi^jvern- 
ment;again:t  thfCilicer  comnnnnding  his  forces 
in  Egypt,  and  against  the  British  ?riny  in  that 
quarter  :  insinuations  acid  chargcswlioily  desti- 
tute of  foundation,  and  su-ch  as  wouKl  h.ivc  war- 
ranted hisMajesty  indemanding  that  satisiactim 
which  on  occasions  of  this  nature,  independent 
powers,  in  a  state  of  amity,  have  a  right  lo  ex- 
pect from  each  other.  Jt  discloses,  moreover, 
views  in  the  highest  degree  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  iiis  Majesty's  dominions,  and  di- 
rectly repugnant  to,  and  utterly  inconsistent 
with,  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  between  his  Miijesty  and  the 
l*rench  government.  His  Majesty's  ambassa- 
dor at  Paris  vyas  accordingly  directed  to  make 
such  a  representation  to  the  French  govern- 
rnent,  as  his  Majesty  ielt  to  he  called  for  by 
imputations  of  the  nature  above  described,  by 
the  disclosure  of  purposes  incsmsistent  with 
good  faith,  and  higkly  injoiious  to  the  inte- 
rests of  his  people;  and  as  a  claim  liad  recently 
been  made  by  the  French  government,  on  the 
subject  of  the  evacui-'.tion  cl  Malta,  Lord 
Whitvvorth  was  instructed  to  accompany  this 
,  representation  by  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
bis  Majesty,  that  before  he  could  enter  into 
any  further  discussions  relative  to  that  island, 
k  was  expected,  tliat  satisfactory  expianation' 
should  be  given  upon  the  various  points  re- 
specting which  his  Majesty  had  complained. 

•  This  representation  and  this  claim,  icunded 
-on   principles  incontestibly  just,  and  couched 

in  terms  the  most  temperate,  appear  to  have 
\  been-  wholly   disregarded  by    the    French  go- 
.vernment;  no  satisfaction  has  been  afrbrded, 
vno  explanation  whatever  has  been  given;  but 
on  thecontrary,  his  Majefty's  suspicions  of  the 
'views  of  the  French  government:  wi;h  respect 
^to  the  Turkish  Empire  ha\'e  been  confirmed 
SHid  strengthened  by  subsequent  events.  Under 
these  circumstances   his  Majesty   feels  that  he 
has  no  alternative,  and  that  a  just  regard  to 
his  own  honor  and  to  the  interests  of  his  peo- 
ple, makes  ir  necessary  for  him  to  dfclare,  that 
he  cannot  consent  that  his  troops  should  eva- 
cuate the  island  of  Malta,  until  substJintiial  se- 
'  curity  has    been  provided    for   thojc  objects 
which,  under  the  present  circumstances,  might 

•  be  materially  eniiangered  by  their  removal. 
■'Wish  respect  to  several  o{  the  positions  ;tited 
•in  the  note,  and  grounded  on  the  idea  of  the 

10th  article  being  executed  in  its  literal  sense, 
they  call  for  some  observations.  By  the  1 0th 
.article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  island  of 
■•'  Malta  was  to  be  restored  by  his  Majesty  to  the 
■'■  order  of  St.  John,  upon  certain  conditions. 
'The  evacuation  of  the  island,  at  a  specified  pe- 
i'riod,  formed  a  part  of  these  cnnditions ;  and 
( if  the  other  stipulations  had  been  in  a  due 
^'course  of  exc;cu;ioi),   his  M^jrsiy  v>  i/U'J  i'-ive 


been  botmd,  by  the  terms  of  ihetre3fv,to  have 
ordered  his  forces  to  evacuaie  the  island  :  bjt 
these  contUticns  must  be  considered  as  being, 
ail  of  equal  effect;  and  if  any  material  pirfi 
of  them  should  have  been  faond  incapable  of 
execution,  or  if  the  execution  of  ihem  (hould 
from  any  circuiistances  have  been  retarded,  his 
Majesty  would  be  v^arranted  in  deierrin'j;  tlie 
evacuation  of  the  island  until  such  time  s\>  ths 
other  conditions  of  the  article  could  be  effect- 
ed ;  or  until  some  new  arrangement  could  be 
eonchided  which  should  he  judged  satisiactory 
by  the  contracting  parlies.  'I  he  refusal  of 
Pvussia  to  accede  to  the  ai'rangemeiit,  except 
on  condition  that  the  Maltese  langue  should  be 
abolished;  the  silence  of  the  court  of  Berlin, 
wi;h  respect  to  the  invitation  that  has  been 
made  to  it,  in  con>rquence  of  the  treaty,  to  be- 
come a  guarantying  pov^cr;  the  abolition  of 
the  Spanish  priories  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  tx> 
which  the  iving  of  Spain  was  a  party  ;  the  de- 
claration of  the  Portuguese  govermnent  of 
their  intention  to  sequestrate  the  propirty  of 
the  Portuguese  prioiy,as  ibrming  a  parr  of  the 
Spanish  laugue,  unless  the  property  of  the  Spa- 
nish priories  was  restored  to  ti  em>, — these  cir- 
cumstances would  have  been  sutHcient,  without 
any  oihe-r  special  grounds,  to.  have  warranted 
his  Majesty  in  suspending  the  evacuation  of 
the  islatid.  1  he  evacuation  of  larenlum  and 
Brundusium  is  in  no  respect  connected  witli 
that  of  Malta,  The  French  government  were 
bound  to  evacuate  the  kingdom  of  Naples  by 
their  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Naples, 
at  a  period  antecedent  to  that  at  which  this  sti- 
pulation was  carried  into  efL-Cf.  The  French 
government  were  bound  likewise,  by  engage- 
ments with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  to  respect 
the  independence  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples; 
but  even  admitting  that  the  departure  of  the 
French  troops  from  Tnrentum  depended  solely 
on  i;:e  ariicie  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  their 
departure  is,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  to 
t;iice  place  at  the^ame  period  as  the  other  eva- 
cuations in  Europe  ;  namely,  one  month  alter 
the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty;  at 
which  period  boih  Porto  }*err;ijo  and  Minorca 
were  evacuated  by  his  Pvlajesvy's  forces;  where- 
as the  troops  of  his  Majesty  were  in  no  case 
bound  to  evacuate  tlie  island  of  Malta  antece- 
dent to  the  period  of  three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  dcfinidve  treaty  :  and  even 
in  that  event,  it  must,  be  c-nsidered  as  depend- 
ing upon  the  other  parts  of  the  arrangement 
being  in  a  course  of  execution.  With  respect 
to  the  assertion  in  the  note,  that  the  Neapoli- 
tan troops  were  toforai  the  garrison  of  Malta, 
until  the  period  v.l-.en  the  arrangements  relative 
to  the  order  could  be  carritd  into  effect,  it 
will  appear,  by  a  reference  to  the  article,  that 
by  the  preliminary  paragraph,  the  island  was 
to  be  restored  to  the  order  upon  rh^-  G'ln^Hti  m 
of  the  succ^din  .;  <:tij;ul;r.io,'i>.  an  1  fhM  i:  .<  as 
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only  from  the  period  when  the  restitution 
to  the  Order  hsd  actually  talcen  place, 
that  by  the  12lh  paragraph  the  Neapolitan 
troops  were  to  form  a  part  of  the  garrison. 
The  iindersi'^ned  has  thus  stated,  with  all  the 
frankness  which  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject appears  to  require,  the  senlimcnts  or  his 
Majesty  on  the  note  delivered  to  him  by 
General  Andreossy,  and  on  the  points  in 
discussion  between  the  two  countries.  His 
Majestv  is  willing  to  indulge  the  hope,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  French  government  on 
this  occasion  may  be  influenced  by  principles 
similar  to  those  which  have  invariably  influ- 
enced his  own.  That  as  far  as  possible  all 
causes  of  dis'rust,  and  every  impediment  to 
n  good  undersianding  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, may  be  completely  and  elfectuaiiy  re- 
moved, and  that  the  peace  may  be  consoli- 
Wated  on  a  secure  and  lasting  foundation. — 
The  undersigned  requests  General  Andreossy 
to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  high  consi- 
tleration. 

Doivning-strect,  March  13,  1803. 

(Signed)  Havvkesbus.y. 

His  Excdlenci/  General  Andrensn/,  b^c. 

Pari.",  A/arJh  17,  1S03. 
No.  4.S. — My  lord,  I  called  yesteiday  on 
M.  de  Fallevrand,  (o  converse  with  him  on 
the  subject  of  what  had  passed  on  Sunday 
last  at  the  Thuiileries.  He  had  been  since 
that  day  so  fully  occupied  with  his  exjjedi- 
tions  to  different  foreign  courts,  that  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  seeing  him  sooner.  I  told 
him,  that  I  had  been  placed  by  the  First 
Gohsiil  in  a  situation  which  could  neither  suit 
mv  public  nor  mv  private  feelings.  That  I 
went  to  the  Thuiileries  to  pav  my  respects  to 
the  First  Consul,  and  to  present  mv  coun- 
trymen, but  not  to  treat  of  political  subjects; 
and  that  unless  I  had  the  assurance  from  him, 
that  I  should  not  be  exposed  to  a  repetiiion 
of  the  same  disagreeable  circumstances,  1 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  discontinu- 
ing my  visits  to  the  Thuiil-Ties.  M.  de  Tal- 
leyrand assured  m.e,  that  it  v/as  very  far  from 
the  First  Consul's  intention  to  distress  me; 
but  he  had  felt  himself  personally  insulted 
by  the  charges  v/hicli  were  brought  against 
him  by  the  English  goveriunent ;  and  i/iat  it 
was  incumbait  upon  Iri/u  to  take  the  first  oppur- 
tunity  of  cxcidpaiing  hi7iistlf  in  the  prcaeace  of 
the  vwiistcrs  of  ilie  difcrtnt  povcers  of  Europe. 
He  assured  me  that  nothing  similar  ^vould 
occur.  (Sigiicd)       "WniTwor.TH. 

The  Fd.  Hon,  Lard  HavA'cshury,  S;c. 

Paris,  March  13,  1203. 
No.  47. — My  lord,  i  received  your  lord- 
ship's dispatch,  with  its  inclosures,  this  morn- 
ing early;  and  I  learnt  at  the  same  time  that 
a  messenger  had  arrived  from  General  An- 
dreossy to  M.  de  Talleyrand  ;    shortly  after. 


M.  de  Talleyrand  sent  to  desire  I  would  call 
upon  him,  which  I  accordingly  did.  Hd 
told  me  that  he  had  not  only  received  your' 
lordship's  note  to  the  French  ambassador,  but 
also  the  sentiments  of  the  First  Consul  upon 
it,  which  he  was  desirous  to  comtnunicate  to 
me,  before  he  re-dispatched  the  messenger. 
This  he  did,  and  I  refer  your  lordship  to  ths; 
communication,  which  General  Andreossy 
will  make,  according  to  his  instructions,  with- 
out loss  of  time.  From  the  tenor  of  this 
note,  it  appears  that  this  government  is  not 
desirous  to  proceed  to  extremities  ;  that  is 
to  say,  it  is  not  prepared  so  to  do ;  and  there- 
fore it  expresses  a  willingness  to  enter  on  liie 
discussion  of  the  point,  which  appears  ac- 
cording to  their  conception,  or  rather  to  the 
interpretation  they  choose  to  give  to  it,  the 
most  material.  This  of  course  is  the  safety 
of  Kgvpt.  On  (his  the  First  Consul  declares 
in  the  note,  as  M.  de  Talleyrand  did  repeat- 
edly to  me,  that  he  would  be  willing  to  en- 
ter into  any  engagement,  by  which  such  a  se- 
curitv  as  would  lully  quiet  our  apprehensions, 
might  be  given  on  the  part  or  the  French 
government.  On  the  subject  of  Malta,  th-e 
First  Consul  m.aintains  that  he  cannot  listen 
to  any  compromise ;  with  regard  to  Egypt 
he  is  willing  to  enter  into  any  engagement 
which  may  be  thought  sufficient.  I  told  him 
that  he  had  departed  from  the  letter  and  ihe- 
sense  of  your  lordship's  note,  by  confining 
the  question  to  Malta  alone.  That  note  had 
comprehended  other  most  important  consi- 
derations. That  the  best  method  of  bring- 
ing the  discussion  to  a  speedy  conclusion, 
such  as  his  Majesty's  government  appeared 
to  wish,  v%'as  to  take  it  up  on  a  broader  scale. 
But  that  at  the  same  time  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment would  not  refuse  to  lend  itself  to 
any  thing  reasonable  v.'hich  might  be  sug- 
gested. There  was  however,  I  told  him, 
Oi;e  di?tinction  to  be  made  in  the  situation  of 
(he  two  governments,  in  the  discussion  of 
tills  question.  By  our  possession  of  Malta, 
France  was  not  threatened,  but  the  reverse 
was  the  case,  should  the  access  to  Egypt  be 
opened  by  its  evacuation.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

The  Ri.  Hon.  Lord  Hankesbmy,  i5rc. 

Do-jcrung-sircct,  March  22,  1803. 
No.  48. — Mv  lord.  Your  excellency's  se- 
veral dispatches  to  No.  '26  inclusive,  have 
been  received  and  laid  before  the  King. — 
With  respect  to  the  subject  of  your  excel- 
lency's dispatch  of  March  14,  I  have  it  in 
command  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  that  you  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity to  represent  to  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand, 
the  surprise  with  which  his  Majesty  has  learnt 
the  conduct  v>'hlch  the  First  Consul  had  ob- 


1053] 


NEGOTIATION  with  FRANCE. 


{1051. 


served    towards  your  excellency  in  the   in-  i 
stance    to  which   that  dispatch    reters ;  and 
vou  will  add,  that  as  his  Majesty  has  a  right  | 
to    expect    tliat  his  ambassador  should    be  \ 
treated  with  the  respect  and  attention  due  to 
the  dignity  of  the  sovereign  whom  he  rcpre-  i 
sents,  it  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  pre-  ( 
sent  yourself  on  any  days  of  ceremony  to  the 
First  Consul,  unless  you  receive  an  assurance 
that  you  will  never  be  exposed  to  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  treatment  which  you  experienced 
on  the  occasion.     Although  your  excellency 
appears  to  have  anticipated  this  instruction 
in   one  of  your   most   recent  conversations 
•with  Monsieiu"  de  Talleyrand,  I  nevertheless 
think  it  right  to  enable  your  excellency  to 
state   to  that  minister,  the   sense  which   the 
King  entertains    of  this   transaction.     I  am, 
with  great  truth  and  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)         Kawxesbury. 
His  Excdlencij  Lord  Wnltivorth^  kc. 

Doivning-stresiy  April  3,  1S03. 
No.  49. — My  Lord,  I  inclose  to  your 
excellency,  for  yoar  information,  copies  of 
the  official  note  delivered  to  me  on  the  l29th 
ultimo  by  General  Andreossy,  and  of  the 
answer  which,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  I 
this  day  returned  (o  that  communication.  I 
am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)         Hawkesbury. 
His  Excellemy  Lord  IV/iitivorlh,  K.  B.  ($i'c. 

(TransldiLon  of  inclosnre  referred  to  in  No. 
49.J — The  undersigned  general  of  division, 
ambassador  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
the  French  Republic,  has  laid  before  his  go- 
vernment the  note  addressed  to  him  by  his 
Excellency  Lord  Hawkesbury.  He  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  make  the  following  answer 
to  the  observations  therein  contained.  The 
object  of  this  note  appears  to  be  to  explain 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  message  ;  and  to  give 
some  elucidations  Vvhich  had  been  demanded 
respecting  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens.  The  First  Consul  will  not  make 
any  complaint  relative  to  the  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  assertions  of  this  act  issued 
by  his  Britannic  Majesty.  Not  one  of  them 
is  founded.  His  Britannic  Majesty  believes 
that  his  kingdom  is  menaced  by  preparations 
made  in  the  ports  of  Floiland  and  France. 
He  has  been  deceived  :  the  First  Consul  has 
made  no  preparation.  There  were,  at  the 
time  of  tlie  message,  but  two  frigates  in  the 
Koads  of  Holland,  and  but  three  corvettes  in 
the  Road  of  Dunkirk.  How  can  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  ministers  have  been  deceived  on 
facts  so  evident?  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ambassadors  at  Paris  and  at  the  Hague  have 
seriously  to  reproach  themselves,  if  they  have 
credited  information  so  evidently  false,  and 
if  they  did  not  foresee  that  they  thereby  ex- 
posed tlieir  government  to  err  in  the  most 


important   deliberations.     Was  it  not   con- 
formable to  the  usage   practised  among  na- 
tions, first  to  demand  explanations,  and  thus 
to  take   means  for  being  convinced   of  the 
falsehood  of  the  inteUigence  which  the  mini- 
sters  might  have  received?     Must  not  thci 
least  effects  of  the  omission   of  this  practice 
be,  to    bring  on  the   ruin  of  families,    and 
carry   confusion,  uncertainty,  and  disorder, 
into  all  the   commercial  affairs  of  both   na- 
iions  ?     The  First  Consul  knov,?s,  both  from 
his  own  sentiments,  and  judging  of  other 
people  by  the  French,  that  a  great  nation 
can  never   be  terrified.     He   believes   that 
good  policy  and  the  feelings  of  true  dignity 
ever  inspire  the  sentiment  of  esteem  lor  a 
rival  nation,  and  never  the  design  of  me- 
nacing her.     7\  great  nation  may  be  destroy- 
ed, but  not  intimidated.     The  second  part  of 
his  Majesty's  message  consists  of  another  as- 
sertion no  better   founded.     His   Britannic 
Majesty  makes  mention  of  discussions,  the 
success   of  which   is   doubtful.     What   are 
these  discussions  ?    What  official  notes,  what 
protocole  prove  the  opening,  the  progress, 
the  vicissitudes  of  a  debate  ?     Can  a  state  of" 
difficulties,  which  leads  to  an  alternative  of 
neace  or  war,  spring  up  unawares  without 
commencement,    without   progression,    and 
lead,  v.'ithout  distinction,    to   an   appeal   to 
arms   before  all   the  means   of  conciliation 
have  been  exhausted.     In  this  case,  the  ap- 
peal has  been  publicly  made  before  it  could 
be  known  that  there  was  room  for  misunder- 
standing.    The  termination  of  the  discussions 
was  announced  before  they  had  begun.     The 
issue    of  a  difficult  discussion  has   been  de- 
clared before  it  arose.     V\^hat  would  Europe, 
v>hat  would  both  nations  think,  if  they  knew 
that   these   discussions,    announced    by   his 
Britannic    Majesty  as    so    difficult  to  termi- 
nate, were  unknown   to  the  French  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  the  First  Consul,  ou  reading 
the    message,    could    not   comprehend   the 
meaning  of  either  of  the  declarations  therein 
contained.     He  has  also  abstained  from  any 
ostensible  step  ;  and  whatever  may  have  been 
the  clamour,  the  activity,  the  provocations 
of  war,  which  have  taken  place  in   England 
since  that  message,  he  has  given  no  orders, 
he    has  made   no   disposilicns,    no   prepara- 
tions.    He  places  his  glory,  in  an  affair  of  this 
nature,  wholly  in  being  taken  in  an  unpro- 
vided state.     He  will  continue  in  this  system 
of  honest  frankness,  until  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty has  reBected  fully  on  the  part  he  pro- 
poses to  take.     In  Lord  Hawkesbury's  note, 
an    opinion    is  expressed,    that  the   French 
Republic  has  increased  in   power  since  the 
peace  of  Amiens.     This  is  a  decided  error. 
Since  that  epoch,   France  has  evacuated  a 
connderable  territory.     The  French  po^ver 
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bas   received    no   degree  of  augmcatation. 
If  his   Britannic   Majesty   is  determined    to 
make  war,  he  may  aliedge  all  the  p.-ctexts  he 
pleases.     He  will  ni.d  few  lessff)unded.     As 
to  the  complaints  niade  respecting  the  publica- 
ilons  which  may  have  appeared  in  France, 
th.ey  are   of  an  order  too  secondary  to  be 
capable  of  influencing  such  a  decision.     Are 
vve  then  returned  to  the?.ge  of  tournaments  : 
[Motives  of  this  nature  niigiil  have  authorized, 
four  centuries  ago,  the  combat  of  thirties ; 
but   they  cannot,  in  this  age,  be   a  reason 
for   war    between    the    two   countries.     It 
might  suSce  In  this  respect  to  reply  to  his 
oxellency,  tiiat  no  representation  has  been 
made  by  him  on  the  subject  to  tlie.  govern- 
ment of  the  RepubHc ;  and    that,  if  it  was 
but  justice   to  grant  satisfaction,    the   First 
Consul  had  a  righ^:  to  expect  that  which  v.^s 
required  by  M.  Otto,  in 'his  note  of  the  22d 
Thermidor  last,  upon  grounds  more  serious 
3,nd  more  just.     Is  it  possible  that  the  Eng- 
lish ijiinistry  can  have    been   ignorant,  that 
ever  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  the  Engli:^h  press  has   not  ceased  to 
spread    through   Europe   the   rage  of   war, 
ihe  discredit  of  peace,    and  sliameless   and 
boundless  outrages  against  every  thine  v/hich 
is  the  object  of  the  love  and  veneration  of 
the  French  people  ?     ?:.  ftw  days  after  the 
ratification  of  peace,  one  of  his   Britannic 
JSlajesty's  ministers  declared   that  the  peace 
^scabiishment  must  be  considerable  ;  and  the 
<iistrust  excited  by  this  ueclaiation,  made  in 
garliament  with  as   much   biSlerness  a.s  im- 
propriety, tarnished  a  commentary  for  the 
exaggeration  and  alarms  which  were  circu- 
lated in  despicable  pamphlets,  and  in  news- 
papers as  coii.tempable  as  those  libels.     Since 
that  time,  these  writers  have  found  them 
selves  invariably  supported  in  their  insolent 
observations  by  particular  phrases  taken  from 
the  speeches  of  some  lea,ding  members  of 
parliament.     These  speeches,  scarcely  to  be 
exceeded   by   the   nev/s-writers   themselves, 
have,  for  these  eighteen  months,  tended  to 
encourage  insult  against  other  governments 
to  that  degree,  that  every  European  must  be 
offended,  and  every  reasonable  Enolishman 
mu-t  be  h.uniliated,  by  such  unheard-of  li- 
centiousness.     What   if    \vc   connect   with 
these  sallies,  proceedings  more  offensive  and 
serious ;  the  indulgence  granted  to  French 
criminals,  publishing  daily  outrages   in  the 
French  language  ;  the  still  more  inexcuseable 
toleration  extended  to  villains  covered  Vk'ith 
crimes,  and  plotting  assassinations  incessant- 
ly-, such  as  Georges,  who  still  Cvontinues  to 
reside  at  London  protected,  and  havinc^  a 
considerable  eslablishment ;  in  a  word,  Ihe 
little  justice  whicli  has  been  shewn  to  all  onr 
representations — Hov/  are  w'e  to  account  for 


the   publicity   of  the   comprint  which  his 
Britannic  IMajesty  has  thought  proper  to  make 
respecting  some  indefinite  wrongs  which  he 
has  hitherto  thought  unnecessary  to  bring  be- 
fore the  First  Consul  ?     The   First  Consul 
has  had  cause  to  be  convinced  that  all  his  re- 
presentations  on  all  these  points  were  useless, 
and  that  his  Britannic  Majesty,  regardless  of 
the  neighbouring  poivcrs,    was  resolved  to 
authorize  every  thing  within  his  dominions; 
but  he  did  not  on  that  account  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  continuance  of  peace,  nor  alai'm 
Europe  Avith  the  notification   of  war.     He 
confined  himself  to  ibis  principle  cf  conduct, 
to  permit  or  prevent  in  France,  with  respect 
to  England  vrhatever  should  be  permitted  or 
prevented  in  England  vrith  regard  to  France.  H^ 
hasj  Jio~veta\  express-cd,  /md  he  again  expresses 
his  tvis/'i,  that  ;mans  should  be. adapted  to  prevent 
in  fuiiire  ani/  mention  being  itiade  of  ivhat  is 
passing  iyi  England,  either  in  the  ojicial  discnS' 
sions  or  in  ih^^  polemical  tp.ritings  in  France,  as 
in  like  manner  in  the  French,  ojjicial  discussions 
and  poleinical  vjrixi:igs  no  Mention   u:,hute-jcr 
slioiild  be  made  of  idiat  is  passing  in  England. 
Lord  Hawkesbury  mentions  an   aitjcle  in  gi 
newspaper,  containing  the  report  of  a  French 
colonel.     In.  serious  discussions  an  answer  on 
this  point  might  be  dispensed  v^'ith ;  but  it  is 
neither  a  long  nor  difficult  matter.     A  colo- 
nel in   the  English  anny  has    published  a 
work  in  England,  filled  v/ith  the  most  atro- 
cious and  disgusting   calumnies  against  the 
French  army  and  its  general.     The  lies,  it 
contains  have  been  contrsdicted  by  the  re- 
ception which   Colonel    Sebastiani    experi- 
enced.    The  publicity  of  hi?  report  was  at 
onci:  a  refutation  and  a  rep^'ation  which  tha, 
French  arm.y  had  a  right  to  expect.     Cn  h\^^ 
arrival  in  Egvpt,  this  officer,  to  his  great  asto- 
nishment, iound  the  English  army  there,  al- , 
though  they  should  have  evacuated  it,  and., 
the  Turks  prodigiously  alarmed  at  the  con,-, 
tinuance  of  the  English  army,  and  at  its  reT 
latior.s  vrith  the  natives  in  rebellioxi  and  opea. 
revolt  against  the  Sublime  Povte.     He  must, 
have  co^iqeived  that  the  treaties  which   cout, 
nect  us  with  the  Porte,  and   by  which  wq, 
have  guaranteed  to  it  the  integrity  of  its  posses-, 
sions,  compelled  us  to  unite  ourselves  with 
that  power.     It  was  natural    to  think  that 
E:igland  meant  to  declare  war  from  the  in-. 
slant  she  refused  to  execute  the  articles  of. 
the  treaty.     For  after  all,  France  is  not  re- 
duced to  such  a  state  of  debasement  as  to  suf-. 
fer  treaties  made  with  her  to  be  executed   or; 
not  at  pleasure.     FIcnce  the  researches  made 
by  this  ofiicer,  ?,s  to  the  forces  which  were  in. 
Egypt,  and  as   to  the  position  occupied  by 
the   English   army.      But   Egypt  has   since 
been  restored  io  the  dominion  of  its  lawful 
Sovereign,    and  the  idea  of  a  rupture  be- 


1057] 


NEGOTIATION  with  FRANCE. 


[1053 


tween  the  two  nations,  on  account  of  the 
engagement  contracted  with  the  Porte,  no 
longer  exiits.  There  remains,  therelore,  but 
one  object  worthy  of  fixing  the  attention  of 
the  two  nations.  The  execution  of  the  treaty 
of  7\miens,  as  far  as  concerns  IVIalla.  His 
Majesty  has  engaged  to  restore  it  to  the  Or- 
der, and  to  entrust  it  to  the  Neapolitan  army 
till  the  Order  should  be  in  a  condition  to 
guard  it.  His  Majesty  Vv'ill  reject  ail  so- 
pliistry,  every  distinction,  and  every  mental 
reservation  which  might  be  ofix^red  to  him,  to 
put  in  doubt  the  force  and  the  validlfy  of  his 
engagement.  His  Britannic  Majesty's  equity, 
his  conscience  in  this  respect,  arc  guarantees 
for  the  French  Republic.  Were  it  other- 
wise, what  means  in  future  v/ould  the  two 
nations  have  for  coming  to  an  miderslanding  ? 
AVoiild  not  all  be  chaos  ?  This  would  indeed 
be  adding  another  calamity  to  those  which 
have  menaced  social  order.  The  under- 
signed is  directed  to  declare,  in  short,  that 
the  First  Consul  v.'ill  not  take  up  the  defiance 
of  war  given  by  England  to  France ;  that  as 
to  Malta,  he  sees  no  subject  for  discussion, 
the  treaty  having  provided  for  every  thing, 
and  setded  every  thing.  The  undersigned 
has  the  honour,  &c.  F.  Andreossy. 

PorUund  Place,  8  Germinal,  Year  1 1 . 
{'29  March,  1S03.) 
(Inclosure  referred  to  No.  49.^) — The  un- 
dersigned, his  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  laid  before  the 
King  the  note  of  his  Excellency  General  An- 
dreossy, of  the  29 th  of  last  month.  His 
Majesty  has  been  induced,  by  that  spirit  of 
moderation  and  forbearance  which  have  in- 
variably governed  his  conduct  in  every  part 
of  his  communications  with  the  French  go- 
vernment, to  abstain  from  making  many  ob- 
servations, which  the  perusal  of  this  note  may 
naturally  have  suggested  to  his  mind.  His  jMa- 
j(fsty  has  perceived  with  great  regret,  that 
the  French  government  continue  to  with- 
iiold  all  satisfaction  and  explanation  on  the 
points  on  which  he  has  complained ;  and  that 
at  the  time  when  they  evade  all  discussion  on 
the  subject  of  his  representations,  they  per- 
sist in  their  requisition  that  the  Island  of  Mal- 
ta should  be  forthwith  evacuated  by  his  forces. 
His  Majesty  can  never  so  far  forget  what  is 
due  to  himself  and  to  his  people,  as  to  ac- 
quiesce in  such  a  course  of  proceeding  ;  he 
lias  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  give  in- 
siructions  to  his  ambassador  at  Paris,  to  as- 
certain distinctly  from  the  French  govern- 
ment, whether  they  are  determined  to  per- 
severe in  withholding  all  satisfaction  and  ex- 
planation on  the  points  on  which  his  Majesty 
has  complained;  or  whether  they  are  dis- 
posed, without  delay,  to  give  such  satisfac- 
tion and  explanations  upon  the  present  state 
Vox.  III. 


oi  affairs  as  may  lead  io  an  amngemcnt  which 
may  be  calculated  to  adjust  the  dilTercnces  at 
present  subsisting  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. It  is  his  Majesiy's  anxious  desire, 
ttiat  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  an  end  may 
be  put  io  that  state  of  suspense  and  irritation, 
which  must  be  so  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
both  countries  ;  and  that  the  two  governments, 
actuated  by  the  same  principles  of  justice  and 
moderation,  may  be  led  to  concur  in  such 
measures  as  are  most  likely  to  conduce  to 
their  permanent  tranquillity.  The  under- 
signed requests  General  Andreossy  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 
Hav.'kesbury. 
Doiv?tinq-slreef,  Aprils,  IS03. 
II is  Excellency  C'cn.  Andrcossij,  i)C. 

Dovcning-slrcet,  April  4,  1803. 
No.  50. — My  Lord,  It  is  become  essen. 
tial,  that  the  discussions  which  have  been  for 
some  time  subsisting  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  French  government  should  be  brought 
to  an  issue  within  as  slicrt  a  time  as  is  cofi- 
sisteat  with  the  deliberation  which  must  be 
given  to  objects  of  so  much  importance. 
The  last  note  presented  by  General  Andre- 
ossy, in  the  name  of  his  government,  in  an- 
swer to  my  note  of  the  15th  of  last  month, 
evades  all  explanation,  and  even  all  discus- 
sion, of  the  points  on  v/hich  complaint  has 
been  made  by  his  Majesty.  If  tlie  French 
government  should  seriously  intend  to  persist 
in  this  course  of  proceeding,  there  can  be  no 
hopes  of  a  successful  termination  to  the  pre- 
sent negotiation.  It  is  important,  therefore, 
that  you  should  ascertain  distincJly,  in  the 
first  instance,  whether  they  are  disposed  to 
enter  into  explanation  on  the  points  on  which 
his  Majesty  has  complained,  and  to  come  to 
such  an  arrangement  as  may  be  calculated  to 
adjust  the  ditrerences  at  present  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  countries ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose you  will  present  a  note  to  the  effect  of 
that  which  is  herewith  inclosed.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  French  government  may  con- 
tinue to  evade  all  discussion  on  the  points  in 
question,  and  confine -themselves  to  a  cate- 
gorical demand,  that  Malta  should  be  imme- 
diately evacuated.  In  that  case,  it  is  his 
INiajesty's  pleasure,  that  you  should  declare 
the  impossibility  of  the  relations  of  amity  con- 
tinuing to  subsist  betv/een  the  two  countries, 
and  the  necessity  that  you  will  be  under  of 
leaving  Paris  within  a  certain  time.  But  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  should  shew  a  readi- 
ness to  enter  into  discussion,  and  to  give  rea- 
sonable satisfaction  and  explanation,  H  is  im- 
portant that  you  should  be  informed,  without 
loss  of  time,  of  the  sentiments  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  as  to  what  might  be  con- 
sidered as  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  dif- 
ferences  betv.'een  the  two    governments   at 
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this  moment.  I  have,  therefore,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's command,  inclosed  the  project  of  an 
ai-rnngem.ent,  which,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, would  meet  the  ideas  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government ;  which  would  afiord  se- 
curity for  those  objects  which  are  considered 
as  endangered  by  the  unequivocal  tLiclosure 
of  the  views  of  the  First  Consul,  and  which, 
at  the  same  lime,  might  entirely  save  the  ho- 
nour of  the  French  government.     I  am,  5:c. 

Hawkesbury. 
His  ExceUcnaj  lord  Whkvcorth,  .\c. 

(First  Inclosurc  referred  to  in  No.  .50,) — 
The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
ambassador  extraordinary  has  received  the 
orders  of  his  court  to  make  the  following 
communication  to  the  French  government. 
His  Majesty  has  perceived,  with  great  regret, 
that  the  French  government  continue  to 
withhold  all  satisfaction  and  explanation  on 
the  ooints  on  w'lich  he  has  complained,  and 
that  at  the  time  when  they  evade  ail  discus- 
sion on  the  subject  of  his  representations, 
they  persist  in  their  requisition  that  the  island 
of  Malta  should  be  forthwith  evacuated  by 
his  forces.  Kis  Majesty  can  never  so  far  for- 
get what  is  due  io  himself,  and  to  his  people, 
as  to  acquiesce  in  such  a  course  of  proceed- 
ing. He  has  therefore  commanded  the  un- 
dersigned to  ascertain  distinctly  from  the 
French  government,  v.'hether  they  are  de- 
termined to  persevere  in  withholding  all  sa- 
thfaction.  and  explanation  upon  the  points 
on  which  his  Majesty  has  complained,  or 
whether  they  are  dispo'^ed,  without  delay,  to 
:;ive  such  satisfaction  and  explanation  upon 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  as  may  lead  to  an 
arrangement,  which  mny  be  calculated  to 
adjust  the  differences  at  present  subsisting 
between  the  two  governments.  It  is  his 
Majesty's  anxious  dcsh-e  that-  by  adopting 
this  mode  of  proceeding,  an  end  m?.y  be 
put  to  that  state  of  suspense  and  uncertainty 
which  must  be  so  injuviuus  to  the  interests 
rf  bolh  countries;  and  that  the  Iv.'o  govern- 
ments, actuated  by  the  s-mc  principles  of 
TUstice  anvl  moderation,  may  be  led  to  con- 
';nr  in  such  measures  as  are  most  likely  to 
conduce  to  their  permanent  tranquillity. 

(Signed)       Vvuii  v,' orth. 

(Second  liidosuve  referred  io  in  No.  ttO.) — 
Ileads  of  iin  arrangemenl  to  be  concluekd  by 
fvecity  or  coiivcation  between  his  Majesty  and 
the  French  gorern?nent. — Malta  to  remain  in 
nerpetuilv  in  the  possession  of  his  Majestv. 
The  knights  of  the  Order  of  St.  Jolm  to  be 
iudemnified  by  his  Majesty  for  any  losses  or 
property  which  they  may  sustain  in  ronse- 
Gucnco  of  sucj,!  an  a^rrangem/ent.  Holland 
?'nd  Sv.-It7^erL"nd  t.o  be  evacuated  by  the 
fiench  troops.  The  island  of  Elba  io  l^e 
■■^-ih;mia,,by  i^  \iajc5{y_Io;'f:;a;>^i;,  ;:nd  the 


King  of  F^truria  to  be  acknowledged.  The' 
Ilahan  and  Ligurian  Republics  to  be  ac« 
knowledged  by  his  Majesty,  provided  an  ar- 
rangement is  made  in  Italy  for  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  him. 

No.  .51. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord 
Whitxvorth  to  Lord  Ilnivkeshmy^  dated  Paris.,- 
April  7,  1803. — I  received  your  lordship's 
dispatches  of  the  4th  instant  by  the  m.essen- 
ger  Wagstaff,  vidth  their  inclosufes,  yester- 
day evening ;  and  shall  probably  in  the  coursA 
of  the  day  have  an  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating to  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand  the  note, 
which  I  shall  translate  for  that  purpose. 

Paris,   April  7,    1803. 

No.  5'2. — My  lord,  Since  writing  the  pre- 
ceding dispatch,  I  have  seen  M.  de  Tallev- 
rand,  and  communicated  to  him  the  inclosed 
note,  which  I  tiiist  your  lordship  will  find  as 
close  a  translation  as  possible,  of  that  which 
I  received  from  your  lordship.  He  read  it 
over  with  much  attention,  and  when  he  had 
done  he  appeared  to  be  in  expectation  of 
some  other  communication.  Upon  desiring 
lie  would  explain  himself,  he  said  that  he 
v\-as  in  hopes  I  should  have  furnislied  hint 
wiih  the  heads  of  those  points,  on  which  it 
was  aihrmed  in  the  note  that  the  French  go- 
vernment had  so  repeatedly  refused  all  expla- 
nation and  satisfaction.  I  told  him,  that  it' 
v^'ould  have  been  entirely  useless  to  repeat 
what  had  been  so  often  urged  in  vain  ;  that 
he  could  not  but  know  that  the  explanation 
required,  referred  to  the  conduct  of  the 
French  government,  and  the  svstem  of  ao;- 
grandizement  winch  it  had  constantly  pur- 
sued since  the  conclusion  and  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  founded  as 
it  indisputably  \v?s  on  the  state  of  possession 
of  t]]e  two  countries  at  the  time ;  that  with 
regard  to  the  satisfaction,  it  evidently  referred 
to  the  unjustifiable  insinuations  and  charges 
against  his  Majestv's  government,  against  the 
oiiicer  com.manding  his  forces  in  Egypt,  and 
against  the  British  army  hi  that  quarter,  con- 
tained in  the  official  report  of  Colonel  Sebas- 
tian!. He  was  bv  no  m.eans  dis]^.osed  to  ad- 
mit, that  either  of  these  cases  could  justify  tlic 
assertion  of  the  French  government  having 
refused  explanation  and  satisfaction  on  the 
ground  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  these 
transactions  but  in  a  very  cursory  manner; 
nor  had  any  explanation  ever  been  required 
as  to  any  particular  transaction  whether  in 
Italy  or  ekev.-here,  and  if  it  had,  it  would 
immediately  have  been  given  ;  and  that  the 
langua^i^e  of  Colonel  Sebasiiani  was  not  to  be 
put  m  anv  comparison  with  that  used  by  Ma- 
jor Wilson,  in.  his  account  of  the  camipaign 
of  Egypt.  I  urged  the  difference  of  a  com- 
mon publication  "like  that  to  which  he  allud- 
e-i.  .-ind  a  report  io  thcl'irit  Coiisul  puHished 
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by  ,him  in  his  official  paper.  On  (his  occa- 
sion M.  de  Talleyrand  was  disposed  to  call  in 
question  the, authority  of  the  iVIoniteur.  In 
short  the  most  ungrounded  assertions  were 
substituted  for  arguments ;  and  :>mongst  these, 


men!:  should  be  informed  precisely  what  were 
the  objects  w;:ich  had  created  such  uneasi- 
ness, and  on  which  it  was  alledgcd  Jl  e.xpls- 
nation  had  been  refused.  Tn.,t  although  this 
had,  perhaps,  been  touched  upon  in  general 


I  cannot  but  place  that  so  often  repeated  of    conversation,  vet  no  specific  charge  had  been 


the  Fu'st  Consul's  having  entirely  given  up  all 
idea  wl\atever  of  Egypt,  consequently  we 
could  have  no  pretext  for  retaining  Malta. 
..Reassured  me  for  the  rest,  that  he  would 
communicate  it  this  evening  to  the  First  Con- 
sul, and  that  to-morrow  he  should  in  all  pro- 
bability have  a  communication  to  make  in 
return.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Whitwokth. 
The  Rt.  lion.  Lord  Hawkeshury^  Sfc. 

(luclosure  referred   to    in   No.    5'2.) — Le 
soussigne,  ambassadeur  extraordinaire  et  pie- 


adduced  in  such  a  manner  as  to  demand 
formal  explanation.  I  told  him  that  if  (he 
object  of  tl-,e  French  government  was  to  pro- 
tract the  present  state  of  suspence  and  uncer- 
tainty, that  object  might  be  answered  to  Ih.e 
extent  indeed  of  a  very  few  days,  by  forcing 
me  to  such  a  reference ;  but  I  must  at  the 
same  time  declare  to  him,  that  it  could  be 
productive  of  no  ad^^antage,  and  would  serve 
only  to  provoke  such  a  recapitulation  of  the 
system  and  conduct  which  France  had  pur- 
sued since  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  as  would 


nipotentiare  de  sa  Majeste  Britannique,  a  re^u    have  all  the  appearance  of  a  manifesto,  every 


■oi'dre  de  sa  cour  de  communiquer  ce  qui  suit 
au  gouvernement  dp  France.  Sa  Majeste  a 
vu  k  regret  que  le  gouvernement  de  France 
continue  a  refuser  toute  satisfaction  et  toute 
explication  sur  lesobjets  dont  elle  a  a  se  plain- 
xlre,  et  qu'en  evitant  toute  discussion  de  ce 
qui  fait  le  sujet  de  ses  representations  il  per- 
siste  neanmoins  a  demander  I'evacriation  de 
I'isle  de  Malthe  par  les  forces  de  sa  Majeste. 
Sa  Majeste  salt  ti-op  ce  qu'elle  se  doit  a  elle- 
meme  et  a  son  peuple  pour  acquiescer  a  de 
pareils  procedc'-s.  En  consL-quence  elle  a  or- 
tlonnc  au  soussigne  de  savoir  distinctement 
du  governement  de  France,  s'il  est  dtitermin^ 
u  perseverer  dans  son  refus  de  toute  satisfac- 
tion et  de  toute  explication  sur  les  objets  de 
plainte  de  sa  Majeste,  ou  bien  s'il  est  dispose 
a  donner  sans  delai  cette  satisfaction  et  cctte 
explication  sur  I'etat  sctucl  des  aitaires  de 
maniere  a  pouvoir  conduire  a  un  arrangement 
qui  seroit  de  nature  a  ajusler  les  diiTerens  qui 
actueilement  existent  entre  les  deux  gou- 
vernemens.     Sa  Majeste  desire  sincerement 


item  of  which  would  carry  conviction  (o 
every  individual  in  Europe ;  that  it  appeared 
therefore  more  likely  to  answer  the  end 
which  both  parties  proposed,  that  of  hasten- 
mg  the  conclusion  of  an  amicable  arrance- 
nient,  to  take  up  the  business  on  the  ba'sis 
which  I  should  propose,  and  by  v.-hich  they 
would  adu.ii;  no  more  than  wliat  v/as  incon- 
trovertible, nam.ely,  that  if  the  French  go- 
yernment  exercised  a  right  of  extendino'its 
influence  and  territory,  in  viol-jition  of  the 
spirit  of  t'le  Treaty  o'f  Amiens,  Great  Bri- 
tain had,  if  she  chose  to  avail  herself  cf  it, 
(which  I  v/as  confident  she  would  not  do  "fur- 
ther than  was  necessar)-  as  a  measure  of  se- 
curity,) an  undoubted  right  to  seek  a  coiin- 
tcrpoise.  Fie  did  not  seem  inclined  to  dis- 
pute this  position,  but  rather  to  admit,  that 
such  a  right  did  exist,  and  might  be  claimed 
in  consequence  of  the  acquisitions  which  had 
been  made  by  France.  On  the  point  of  sa- 
tisfaction I  found  him  much  more  obstinate. 
He  said  that  the  First  Consul  was  hurt  at  (he 


^'adoption  de  ce  moyen  que  mettroit  fin  a  un  expression  (saiisf action),  to  which  he  o^ave 
£i3.t  de  suspension  et  d'incertitude  si  nuisible  an  interpretation  I  had  never  understood^  be- 
ii  I'interet  des  deux  nations,  et  de  voir  que  les  longed  to  il,  as  implying  superiority  ;  so  that 
deu^f  gouvernemens  agissant  par  les  mernes  if  the  British  government  required  satisfaction 
principes  de  justice  et  de  moderation  puissent  j  of  the  French,  it  arrogated  to  itself  a  supe- 


b'cntendre  pour  concourir  aux  mesures  les 
plus  susceptibles  de  leur  assurer  une  tranquil- 
liie  permanente.  Le  soussigne  prie  son  ex- 
cellence i»I.  de  Talleyrand  d'agreer  I'assur- 
ance  de  sa  haute  consideration. 

Whit  WORTH. 
Fur  is,  April  9,  1S03. 
No.  53. — My  lord,  In  my  conversation 
yesterday  evening  with  M.  de  Talleyrand,  I 
found  him,  after  he  had  seen  tlie  First  Con- 
sul, more  disposed  to  contest  tlie  subsi.nce  of 
the  note  which  I  had  presented  the  cay  be- 
fore, than  to  afford  any  further  explanation. 


nority.  I  told  him,  what  certainly  must  b» 
understood  by  every  one,  that  the  demand 
of  sadstaction  implied  that  one  party  had 
been  offended  by  another,  and  of  course  had 
a  right  to  demand  such  satisfaction  ;  that  an 
inferior  had  an  equal  right  with  his  superior 
to  demand  it;  but  in  the  case  in  question 
there  was  perfect  equality,  and  consequently 
there  was  no  olicnce  to  be  found  but  in  the 
conduct  which  rendered  such  an  appeal  ne- 
cessary. The  discussion  of  tlus  point  took 
up  a  considerable  time  without  producing  ant 
thing  decisive.     We  at  last  came  to  the  mail 


He  said,  that  in  ordv="r  to  proceed  regularly,    point  of  the  business;  and  on  this  I  cr.nndf 
it  would  be  necessary  that  (he  French  govern-    say  any  real  progress  has  been  nude     M.  dP 
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Talleyrand    repeated    to    mc  llial   the  Fiist 
Consul  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to 
avoid  the  neccssily  of  going  to  war,  and  that 
there   was  no   sacrifice  he  would  not  make, 
sliort  of  his  honour,  to  obtain  this  end.     Is 
there,   said    M.  de  Talleyrand,  no   means  of 
satisfying  both  parties  ;  for  at  the  same  time 
that  the  First  Consul  insists,   and  will  always 
Insist,  on  the  full  execution  of  the  treaty,  he 
will  not  object   to  any  mode  by  which  you 
may  acquire  the  security  you  think  so  neces- 
sary.      I'ou  are  not  satisfied  with  the  inde- 
pend'juce  of  Neapolitan  troops;  what  others 
will  ai'svver  the  purpose  ?     lie  then  started 
the  idea  of  a  mixed  garrison,   composed  of 
English,  French,  Iiaiian,  Germans,  &c.     He 
begged  that  I  would  refer  once  more  to  your 
L'.-'dship,  and   submit   the   inclosed    paper, 
which  he  drew  up  in   my  presence.     I  told 
him  that  we  were  only  losing  lime  by  such  a 
reference ;  that  my  instructions  were   posi- 
tive,   and  had  certainly   not  been  sent   me 
without   the  fullest  consideiation.     I   could 
not,   however,    refuse,  what  he  so  earnestly 
required  ;  and  your  lordsliip  will  see  by  the 
paper  ho-.v  the  matter  rests  after  this  confer- 
ence.    I  .viil  confess  to  your  lordship,   that 
mv-  motive  f:/r  consenting  to  foru-ard  this  sort 
of  proposal  is,  that  supposing  we  should  find 
the  First  Consul  as  obstinate  as  he  now  ap- 
pears to  be  on  the  point  of  abandoning  Malta 
to  us  in  perpetuity,  and  that  a  temporary  pos- 
session might  be  considered  as  the  next  best 
thing,  something  of  this  kind  might  derive 
from  it.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         Whitworth. 
The  Right  lion.  Lord  Ilaivkcshwy,  &,-c. 
(Tru'idaiioH  cf  [ndosiire  referred  in  In  No. 
53.) — The  conversation  with  M.  Talleyrand 
to-day  has  led  us  to  this  result  :  every  thing 
which  ir.ay  tend  to  violate  the  independance 
of  the  order  of  Malta,  will  never  be  consented 
to  bv  the  French  government.      Every  thing 
v/hich  may  tend  t:>  put  an  end  to  (he  [present 
difficulties,  or  be  agreeable  to  the  English  go- 
ver.iment,  and  which  shall  not  be  contrary  to 
the  Trer.tv  of  Aiuie.'.s,   the  French  govern- 
ment have  a.;  r.h)ectif>n  to  make  a  particular 
convention  respecting  it.      The  motives  of 
this  convention  shall    i:;e  inserted  in  the  pre- 
an-:ble,   and    shall    relate   to    the   respective 
griev  nces  concerning  .vhich  the  two  govern- 
ments shall  tliink  it  adviseable  to  come  to  an 
understu' "idiiig  with  each  other. 

No.  .3  I- — i'.xtract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord 
WliiUrorlh  io  Lord  Huivhsbury,  dated  Paris, 
Jpril  1  1,  I'^OS. — "Jnce  my  last  the  negocia- 
tion  is  at  a  atdod,  in  *  -le  expectation,  I  suppose, 
of  the  answer  which  may  arrive,  to  t::e  over 
ture  'vhich  I  cimimimicated  to  your  lordship 
pa  the  9 til  instani,  and  which  is  expected  here 
to  produce  a  good  eifcct,  notv\'ithstanding 
1 


the  little  hope  I  hai'C  given.  To-morrow  I 
shall,  in  all  probability,  be  in  possession  of 
(his  answer  from  your  lordship,  and  be  ena- 
bled to  speak  still  more  positively. 

Doivning-Street,  April  13,  1803. 
No.   55. — My  lord,  his  Majesty  has  re- 
ceived from    bis  charge   d'affaires  at   Ham- 
burgh, the  most  extraordinary  account  of  the 
conduct  of  Monsieur  Rcinhard,  the  French 
minister  at  that  place,  udtli  respect  to  a  most   ^ 
gross  and  unwarrantable  libel  upon  his  Ma- 
jesty's government.     He   has   been  assured 
that  the  French  minister,  having  proposed  the 
insertion  of  that  libel  in  the  ofiicial  gazette  of 
the  io\\n\  of  Hamburgh,  and  the  insertion  of 
it  having  in  the  first   instance  been  refused, 
the  French  minister  went  so  far  as  to  demand, 
in  his  official  capacity,  the  insertion  of  that 
article  by  order  of  the  senate.      His  Majesty 
is  unwiUing  to  believe  that  the  French  go- 
vernment could  have  authorised  so  outrage- 
ous an  attack    upon  his  Majesty   and  his  go- 
vernment, and   so   daring  a  violation  of  the 
independence    of  a  neutral   state.     It  is    his 
Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  should  communi- 
cate   these  circumstances  to   the  French  go- 
vernment, and  state  at  the  same  time  the  im- 
possibility of  bringing  the  present  discussions 
to  an  amicable  conclusion,  unless  some  satis- 
faction shall  be  given  to  his  Majesty  for  the 
indignity  v>'hich  has  thus  been  offered  to  him 
in  the  face  of  all  Europe  by  the  French  minis- 
ter at  Hamburgh.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  Hawkesbury. 

His  Excdlcnaj  Lord  WkiLvorlh,  K.  B.  ^w 
Doiiming-Street,  April  1'!,  1803. 
No.  5G. — r\iy  lord,  your  excellency's  dis- 
patches have  l>een  received,  and  laid  before 
the  King.  His  Majesty  has  observed,  with 
great  satisfaction,  the  admission  by  the  French 
government  of  the  justice  of  his  claim  to  some 
compensation  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
povver  and  influence  of  France,  since  the  pe- 
riod of  (he  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
Although,  under  the  circumstances  of  your 
conversation  with  M.  Talleyrand,  and  parti- 
cularly after  the  note  verbale  which  he  gave 
to  you,  it  might  have  been  expedient  that 
vou  should  have  deferred  presenting  the  pro- 
ject contained  in  my  dispatch  No.  7,  in  the 
form  of  a  project,  it  is  desirable  that  you  should 
communicate  •.vithout  delay  in  some  mode  or 
other,  ihc  eontentsofthat  project,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  distinctly  whether  the 
condiiions  are  such  as  to  induce  the  French 
government  to  give  way  upon  the  question 
of  Malta.  1  hese  conditions  appear  to  his 
Majesty  so  well  calculated  to  save  the  honour 
of  the  French  government  on  the  subject  of 
Malta — if  the  question  of  Malta  is  principally 
considered  by  them  as  a  question  of  honour 
— and  at  the  same   time  hold  out  to  them 
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such  important  advantages,  (hat  the  success 
of  the  proposition    is  at   least  worth  trying, 
particularly  as  the  result  of  it  might  be  pro- 
rlnctive  of  the  most  easy  means  of  adjusting 
the  most  material  of  our  present  differences. 
With   resoect  to  the  assertion  so  often  ad- 
vanced and   repealed  by   M.  Talleyrand  in 
your  last  conversation  of  the  non-execution 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  relative  to  Malta,  I 
have  only  to  observe  again,  that  the  execu- 
tion of  that  article  is  become  impracticable 
from  causes  which   it  has  not  been   in  the 
])ower  of  his  Majesty  to  controul.      That  the 
greatest  part  of  the  funds  assigned  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  order,  and  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  independence  of  the  order  and  defence 
of  the    island,  have  been  sequestrated   since 
the  conclusion    of  the    definitive  treaty,   in 
direct  repugnance  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
that  treatv  ;  and   that  two  of  the  principal 
powers  who  were  invited  to  accede  as  gua- 
rantees to  the   arrangement,    have    refused 
their  accession,  except  on  the  conditions  that 
the  part  of  the  arrangement  which  v\'as  deem- 
ed so  material  relative  to  the  Maltese  inha- 
bitants should  be  entirely  cancelled.     The 
conduct  of  the  French  government  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty,  gives  his 
Majesty  a  right,   which  is  now  at  length  ad- 
mitted by  themselves,  to  demand  some  com- 
pensation for  the  past,   and  security  for  the 
future.     Such  compensation  could  never  be 
considered  as  obtained  by  the  possession  of 
an  island,  which   would  entail  a  very  heavv 
expence  on  this  country; — and  the  degree  of 
security  which  would  be  provided  by  these 
means,  would  only  be  such  as  his  Majesty, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  is  entitled 
to  demand.     I  observe  in  the  note  verbale  of 
Monsieur  Talleyrand,  he  makes  use  of  the 
expression,  the  independence  of  the  order  of 
Malta,     If  this  is  meant  to  apply  to  the  order 
exclusively,    his   Majesty    would  be  willing, 
for  the  preservatian  of  peace,  that  the   civil 
government  of  the  island  should  be  given  to 
the  order  of  St.  John  ;  the  Maltese  enjoying 
the  privileges  which  were  stipulated  in  their 
favour  in  the  Treaty  of  Amiens ;  and  that, 
conformably  to  principles  which  have  been 
adopted  on  other  occasions,  the  fortifications 
of  the  island  should  be  garrisoned  for  ever  by 
the  troops  of  his  Majesty.     In  the  event  of 
either  of  these  propositions  being  found  un- 
attainable, his  Majesty  might  be  disposed  to 
consent  to  an   arrangement    by   which  the 
island  of  Malta  would  remain  in  his  possession 
for  a  limited  number  of  years,  and  to  waive 
in  consequence  his  demand  for  a  perpetual 
occupation,  provided  that  the  number  of  years 
was  not  less  than  ten,  and  that  his  Sicilian  Ma- 
jesty could  be  induced  to  cede  the  sovereignty 
of  the  island  of  Lampedosa  for  a  valuable  con- 


sideration. If  this  proposition  is  admitted, 
the  Island  of  Malta  should  be  given  up  to  the 
inhabitants  at  the  end  of  that  period,  and 
should  be  acknowledged  as  an  independent 
state.  In  this  case,  his  Majesty  would  be 
ready  to  concur  in  any  arrangement  for  the 
estabUshment  of  the  Order  of  St.  .John  in 
some  other  part  of  Europe.  You  will  not 
refuse  to  listen  to  any  proposition  which  the 
French  government  may  be  disposed  to  make 
to  you  with  a  view  to  an  equivalent  security 
for  those  objects  in  regard  to  which  his  Ma- 
jestv  claims  the  possession  or  occupation  of 
iVIalta ;  but  the  three  propositions  to  which 
I  have  above  alluded,  appear,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  furnish  the  only  basis  for  a  satis- 
factory arrangement ;  and  you  v^ill  decline 
receiving  any  proposition  v^hich  does  not  ap- 
pear to  you  to  offer  advantages  to  his  Ma- 
jesty as  substantial  as  that  which  I  have  last 
stated.  It  is  very  desirable  that  you  should 
bring  the  negotiation  to  an  issue,  if  possible, 
vv'ithout  referring  to  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment for  further  instructions,  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  dispatch  ;  and  if  you  should  be 
of  opinion,  that  there  is  no  hopes  of  bringing 
it  to  a  favourable  conclusion,  you  may  in- 
form M.  Talleyrand  of  the  necessity  you  will 
be  under,  after  a  certain  time,  to  leave 
Paris.     I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 
His  Excellency  Lord  IFhittvorth,  K.  B.  ^"c. 
Paris,  April  18,  1803. 
No.  .57. — My  Lord,  I  did  not  fail  to  put 
into  immediate  execution  the  instructions 
contained  in  your  lordship's  dispatch 
(No.  il.)  on  the  subject  of  the  libel  in- 
serted by  the  French  Minister  in  the  Ham- 
burgh Gazette.  I  represented  the  oiitrageous 
and  unprecedented  conduct  of  M.  Rheinhardt 
in  such  terms  as  it  deserves ;  and  fairly  de- 
clared to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  that,  until  satis- 
faction sh?ll  be  given  to  his  I^-lajesty  for  the 
indignity  which  has  been  offered  liim  by  the 
French  minister  in  his  cfiicial  character, 
there  could  be  no  possibility  whatever  of 
bringing  the  present  discusbion  to  an  amicable 
issue.  M.  de  Talleyrand  assured  me,  that 
the  French  government  .'aw  the  conduct  of 
M.  de  Rheinhardt  in  the  same  .ighl  as  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  that  they  could  not 
be  m.ore  surprised  than  the  First  Consul  had. 
been  at  seeing  such  an  article  inserted  by 
authority ;  that  an  immediate  explanation 
had  been  required  of  M.  Rheinhardt,  five 
days  ago,  and  if  his  conduct  had  been  such  as 
had  been  represented,  he  would,  doubtless, 
feel  the  effect  of  the  First  Consul's  displea- 
sure ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  1  might 
inform  your  lordship  that  he  was  co.iipletely 
disavowed.  I  told  M.  de  Talieyrund,  that, 
as  the  insult  had  been  public,  \i   uuu;d  be 
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necessary  that  trie  reparation  should  be  so 
also.  He  answered  me  again,  that  the  First 
Consul  considered  M.  Rhcinhardt's  condticl 
as  so  reprehensible,  that  c'very  satisfaction 
might  be  expected.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  2cc.  (Signed)       WiiJT'.voKxn. 

The  Rig/it  Hon.  Lord  Haivkeslnm/,  .yc. 

Paris,  April  IS,  1803. 
No.  5S. — J.Iy  Lord,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
dispatches  of  the  1.3th  instant.  I  saw  Joseph 
Buonaparte  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
your  lordship's  dispatch;  and  without  troubling 
your  lordship  with  a  repetition  of  the  argu- 
ments 1  used  to  hasten  the  conclusion  of  the 
Regotiation,  amongst  which  I  endeavoured  to 
convince  Iiim  of  the  importance  of  preventing 
iviQ  ultimatum  which  would  inevitably  follow 
ithe  rejection  of  what  I  had  to  propose,  I  v,ill 
?5riefly  state,  that  on  finding  it  perfectly  im- 
practicable to  establish  the  principle  of  our 
keeping  possession  of  Tvlalta  in  perpetuity,  1 
delivered  to  him  in  writing  the  second  pro- 
posal I  liad  to  make.  He  did  not  fail  to  ob- 
sen^e,  that  by  this  modification  the  difficulty 
v/hich  he  considered  as  insurmountable  was 
not  removed;  that  although  the  Order  was 
restored,  it  could  not  be  considered  as  inde- 
pendent, and,  in  fact,  MrJta  would  belong  to 
that  power  which  had  possession  of  the  forts. 
I  enforced  the  adoption  of  this  plan  by  every 
reason  v/hich  could  serve  to  recommend  it ; 
but  tiie  possession  in  perpetuity  was  constant- 
ly urged  as  a  diiriCuUy  Vvdiich  nothing  could 
remove.  Our  conversation  lasted  near  two 
hours.  I  confess  that  I  gained  no  solid 
ground  of  hope  that  the  project,  whJch  he 
assured  me  he  would  take  to  the  First  Consul 
at  St.  Chud,  would  be  adopted.  But  he 
said  that  he  v.-as  not  without  hope  that  he 
might  h^  authorized  to  propose  to  me  the  oc- 
cupation of  (he  fcortresses  for  a  term,  of  years. 
It  was  my  wish,  that  such  a  proposal  should 
come  from  him  rather  than  from  me.  I  told 
him  thst  I  did  not  well  sec  how  such  a  tenure 
would  suit  us  ;  but  that  I  v./ished  too  siuccrelv 
to  avoid  the  fatal  extremities  to  which  I  sav*' 
the  discussion  vi'as  tending,  not  to  give  any 
reasonable  proposal  which  might  be  made  on 
their  part  every  assistance  in  my  power. 
This  propcsal  originated  with  him,  and  v.'as 
therefore  received  by  me  merely  as  a  matter 
which  I  would  refer  to  your  lordship.  If, 
however,  I  can  bring  the  matter  to  an  imme- 
diate conclusion,  snd  vvithout  further  refer- 
ence io  your  lord-^hip,  on  the  principle  of 
our  retaining  posse'r-sion  of  the  fortresses  vx 
Malta  for  a  term  of  years  nai  less  than,  that 
pointed  out  by  your  lordship,  and  with  the 
assurance  that  this  government  will  not  op- 
pose the  cession  of  the  Island  of  Lampedosa, 
I  sh-:dl  have  great  pivisure  in  I'nno.incing  to 


your  lordsliip  such  a  conclusion.  I  do  not 
en?er  into  a  detail  of  the  conversation  which 
I  had  the  same  morning  with  M.  de  Talley- 
rand, immediatelv  upon  leaving  Joseph 
Buonapart',  as  it  differed  in  no  wise  from 
what  1  have  above  mentioned.  He  suggest- 
ed also  the  possibility  of  coming  to  an  arrange- 
ment on  the  ground  of  a  temporary  occupa- 
tion, and  I  made  him  the  same  answer.  Such 
is  the  state  of  the  discussion  at  this  moment. 
I  am  in  expectation  of  hearing  very  shortly 
either  from  Joseph  Buonapart-j  or  M.de  Tal- 
leyrand ;  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  I 
may  be  able  to  announce  to  your  lordship, 
that  such  an  arrangement  is  made,  as  may  an- 
swer his  Majesty's  expectations,  in  a  very 
k\v  days.  Your  lordship  may  be  assured, 
that  I  feel  the  necessity  of  expedition.  Were 
itless  urgent,  I  might  perhaps  hope  to  bring 
the  discussion  to  even  a '  more  favourable 
issue.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         Whitwqrth. 
Plight  lion.  Pord  Ilawkesbiay,  l-)'c. 

(TrandaiiGn  of  Inclosure  referred  to  in  No. 
58.) — Ilis  Majesty  will  consent,  for  the  sake 
of  preserving  peace,  that  the  government  of 
the  Island  of  Malta  shall  be  given  to  tlie  Order 
of  Et.  John  ;  the  Maliese  enjoying  those  pri- 
vileges ■which  have  been  granted  on  former 
occasions.  The  fortihcatious  of  the  Island 
shall  be  occupied  in  perpetuity  by  the  troops 
of  his  Majesty. 

Paris,  April  20,  1805. 
No.  59.— My  Lord,  I  had  hoped  that  the 
first  extraordinary  messenger  I  should  have 
had  occasion  to  send,  would  have  been  to 
announce  to  your  lordship,  that  the  differences 
between  the  two  governments  were  adjusted 
on  one  of  the  m.odiiications  pointed  out  to 
me  by  mv  last  instructions  from  your  lord- 
ship. In  this  expectation  I  am  deceived.  1 
saw  Joseph  Buonaparte  the  night  before  last, 
before  I  had  sealed  up  my  dispatches  of  that 
evening  to  your  lordship ;  but  as  all  he  said 
tended  only  to  justify  the  hope  I  had  givea 
your  lordship  in  those  dispatches,  I  added 
nothing  to  them.  He  assured  me  positively, 
that  I  should  hear  from  M.  de  Talleyrand  in 
the  course  of  yesterday  morning,  and  that  a 
meeting  would  be  appointed  in  order  to  settle 
the  term  of  years  for  which  the  First  Consu.l 
might  be  induced  to  consent  to  the  cession 
of  JNlalia.  It  is  true  tliat  he  declared,  that  in 
order  to  gain  his  consent,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  hold  out  the  advantages  which  the 
British  government  was  willing  to  offer  in 
return,  meaning  the  acknowledgments  of 
the  new  governments  in  Italy.  I  told  hirri 
that  this  oifer  was  made  only  with  a  view  to 
the  possession  of  Malta  in  perpetuity ;  but 
after  some  conversation,  I  gave  him  to,  un- 
derstand, that  I  v,'ould  not  refuse  to  admit 
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the  demand,  suh  sperutl,  on  the  condilion, 
that  the  cession  should  be  made  for  a  con- 
siderable term  of  years ;  that  Holland  and 
Switzerland  should  be  evacuated  ;  and  (hat  a 
suitable  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
King  of  Sardinia.  He  seemed  to  think  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  this  arrangement ; 
and  I  left  him  in  the  persuasion,  that  1 
should  the  next  day,  }'esterday,  or  this  morn- 
ing, receive  tlie  summons  from  iVI,  de  Talley- 
rand, which  he  had  given  me  reason  to  ex- 
pect. I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  no  such  sum- 
mons has  been  received  by  me,  neither  has 
any  further  notice  been  taken  of  the  busi- 
ness. So  that  I  feel,  that  I  should  betray  the 
confidence  your  lordship  may  place  in  me, 
were  I  to  delay  any  longer  requesting,  that  I 
may  be  immediately  furnished  with  the  terms 
on  which  his  Majesty's  ministers  would  be 
vdiling  to  conclude,  and  which  probably 
will  not  differ  much  from  those  above  slated, 
in  order  that  I  may  propose  them  in  the  form 
of  an  ultimatum  ;  and  that  at  the  expiration 
of  the  period  allowed  for  deliberation,  I  may 
be  authorized  not  only  to  declare  that  I  am 
to  leave  Paris,  but  actually  so  to  do,  unless 
in  the  intermediate  time,  the  French  govern- 
ment should  accede  to  our  demands.  I  iiave 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         Whitworth. 
Hight  Hon.  Lord  IlaiL'kesburu,  oic 

Doivmng-street,  April  23,  1803. 
No.  60. — My  Lord,  Your  excellency's 
dispatches  of  the  18th  and  20th  instant  have 
been  received,  and  laid  before  the  King. 
It  is  necessary  for  me  to  do  little  more  on  the 
present  occasion  than  to  refer  you  to  my 
dispatch  of  the  13th  of  April,  in  which  I 
stated  to  you  the  several  propositions  on 
which  alone,  in  the  judgm.entof  his  Majesty, 
ihe  differences  between  this  country  and 
France  could  be  satisfactorily  adjusted.  If, 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch,  it  shall  not 
have  been  in  your  power  to  bring  the  nego- 
tiation to  a  conclusion  on  any  of  the  propo- 
sitions to  which  I  have  above  referred,  it  is 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  should  com- 
municate, officially,  to  ftie  French  govern- 
ment, that  you  have  gone,  in  point  of  con- 
cession, to  the  full  extent  of  your  instruc- 
tions;  and  that,  if  an  arrangement,  founded 
upon  one  of  these  propositions,  cannot  be 
concluded  without  further  delay,  you  have 
received  his  Majesty's  commands  to  return  to 
England.  His  Majesty  can  only  consent  to 
relinquish  the  permanent  'occupation  of 
Malta  by  his  forces,  on  the  conditions  that 
the  temporary  possession  shall  not  be  less 
than  ten  years ;  that  'he  authority,  civil  and 
.military,  sha'l,  during  that  period,  remain 
solely  in  his  Majesty  ;  andthiit,  at  the  expira- 
Irou    of  that   period,    the     Island  shall   be 


given  up  to  the  inh.-jbitants,  and  not  to  th« 
Order  ;  and  provided  likewise,  that  his  Si- 
cilian Majesty  shall  be  induced  to  cede  tm 
his  Majesty  the  Island  of  Lampedosa.  It  k 
indispensable  thai,  as  a  part  of  this  «rrano;e- 
m^ent,  Holland  should  be  evacuated  by  the 
French  troops  within  a  short  period  after  the 
conclusion  of  a  convention  by  which  ail 
those  provisions  are  secured.  His  Majesty 
v/ill  consent  to  acknowledge  the  new  Italiaij 
stales,  upon  the  condition  that  stipulations  ia 
favour  of  his  Sardinian  Majesiy,  and  of 
Sv/itzerland,  form  a  part  of  this  arrange- 
ment. It  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that,  in  (he 
ei^ent  of  the  failure  of  the  negotiaiicn,  you 
should  delay  your  departure  from  Paris  no 
longer  tl.ian  may  be  indispensably  necessary 
for  your  personal  convenience  ;  and  that  vou 
should  in  no  case  remain  there,  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  dispatch,  more  than  seven  days, 
I  have  the  hon.uur  to  be,  &c. 

Hawkesbury. 
Ills  Excdiciity,  Lord  Jl'/tiiworih,  A.  B.  &,-e. 
Fari.s,  April  23,  !  803. 
No.  G\. — My  Lord,  As  1  heard  nothing 
from  M.  Talleyrand,  I  called  on  him  on 
Thursday,  in  order  to  learn  the  eifect  of  the 
proposal  which  I  had  made,  conformably  to 
your  lordship's  instructions,  on  the  basis  of  a 
perpetual  possession  of  the  forts  of  Malta,  on 
re-establishing  the  Order  in  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  tlie  Island,  He  told  me,  thai  if  I 
had  called  on  him  sooner,  he  should  tvv-o 
days  ago  have  communicated  to  me  the  First 
Consul's  answer,  which  was,  that  no  cbnsi- 
deration  on  earth  should  induce  him  to  con- 
sent to  a  concession  in  perpetuity  of  Malta 
in  any  shape  whatever:  and  that  the're- 
eslablisliment  of  the  Order  was  not  so  much 
the  point  to  be  discussed,  as  that  of  sufferino- 
Great  Britain  to  acquire  a  possession  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. I  told  him  that  I  did  not  call 
sooner,  because  I  had  been  given  to'  tinder- 
stand  that  he  v.'ould  have  himself  proposed  it 
to  me,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  the 
answer  of  the  first  Consul;  and  that  it  did 
not  in  any  shape  become  me  to  put  myself 
on  the  footing  of  a  solicitor  in  this  traiisac- 
tion.  After  some  conversation,  and  f  ndincr 
(what  I  most  sincerely  bel'eve  to  be  the  case) 
that  the  First  Consul's  determination  was  fixed 
on  the  point  of  a  possession  of  Malta  in  perpe- 
tuity; 1  repeated  to  him  what  I  had  previwusly 
suggested  to  Joseph  Buonaparte,  the  modifica- 
tion which  1  had  to  propose,  namely,  that,  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  his  Majesty  would  be 
willing  to  waive  his  pretensions  to  a  possession 
in  perpetuity,  and  would  consent  to  hold 
Malta  for  a  certain  number  of  years  to  be 
agreed  upon,  on  the  condition  that  no  oppo- 
sition should  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government  to  any  negotiation  his  ?•.[:.] Cii.) 


1071] 


PUBLIC  PAPERS  ON  the 


[1072^ 


might  set  on  foot  ^^'ith^<;s  Sicilian  ^Majesty  for 
the  acquisition  cf  the  Island  of  Lampedosa. 
We  discussed  this  proposal  in  a  conversation  of 
some  length,  and  I  made  u-e  of  ail  the  argu- 
ments which  have  been  furnished  me  by  your 
lordship,  or  which  occurred  to  me  in  its  fa- 
vour. I  begged  him  particularly  to  recollect 
that  we  were  in  actual  possession  of  the  ob- 
ject, and  that  therefore  every  modification 
tending  to  limit  that  possession,  was  in  fact  a 
concession  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  an:1  a 
proof  of  his  desire  to  sncrifice  to  his  love  of 
peace  the  just  claim  which  he  had  acquired  in 
consequence  of  the  conduct  of  France,  and 
ivhich  had  recently  been  admitted,  of  a  much 
more  considerable  ccmpensation  and  counter- 
poise. M.  de  Talleyrand  did  not  seem  dis- 
posed to  dispute  any  of  my  positions,  and  I 
left  him,  I  confess,  fully  impressed  with  ihc 
idea  that  the  next  day  (Friday)  I  should  find 
him  prepared  to  tret  on  this  ground,  and  ihat 
ihe  only  difficult  point  to  be  arranged  Wiiulu 
be  the  number  of  years  for  which  Maha 
should  be  ceded  to  his  iVlajesty.  Your  lord 
Jihip  will  conceive  my  surprise,  when  on  see- 
ing him  the  next  day,  he  told  me  ihat  although 
he  had  n^  t  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  First 
C'^nsul  all  he  wished,  still  the  proposition  he 
had  to  make  would,  he  trusted,  be  such  as 
iully  to  answer  the  purpose.  He  then  said 
'.hat  the  First  Consul  would,  on  no  terms,  hear 
cither  of  a  perpetual  or  a  temporary  possession 
of  Malta;  that  his  object  was  the  execution  oi 
the  treaty  of  Amiens ;  and  that  rather  than 
submit  to  such  an  arrangement  as  that  I  had 
last  proposed,  he  would  even  consent  to  our 
keeping  the  object  in  dispute  for  ever :  on  f!ie 
ground  that  in  the  one  there  was  an  appearance 
of  generosity  aud  magnanimity  ;  but  in  the 
other,  nothing  but  weakness  and  the  effect  of 
coercion  :  that  the;  jfore  his  resolution  was 
taken,  and  what  h^  had  to  propose  was  the 
possession  we  required  of  the  Island  of  Lam- 
pedosa, or  of  any  other  of  the  small  Isles  of 
which  there  were  three  or  four  between  Maha 
and  the  Coast  of  Af  rica  ;  that  such  a  possession 
would  be  suflicient  for  the  object  we  had  in 
view,  which  uas  a  station  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean as  a  place  of  refuge  and  security  for  any 
squadron  we  might  find  it  convenient  to 
keep  in  that  sea.  I  suffered  him  to  expaiiate  a 
considerable  time,  and  without  interfuntion, 
on  the  great  advantages  we  were  to  derive 
from  such  an  acquisition,  as  well  as  on  the 
confidence  which  the  First  Consul  reposed  in 
our  pacific  inteniion  in  lending  a  hand  to  such 
an  establishment.  He  concluded  by  desiring 
I  would  transmit  th:s  proj-usal  to  your  lord- 
ship. I  told  him  rhat  I  was  extremely  sorry 
indeed  to  find  that  we  had  made  such  little 
prog: ess  in  the  negotiation  ;  that  my  orders 
were  j^ositive  ;  that  1  C'>u'd  hear  of  nothino; 
•,kort  of  what  I   haJ  proposed,  iieidier  coidd 


I  possibly  undertake  to  make  such  a  propo-al 
to  his  Majesty,  since  every  word  of  my  instruc- 
tions (from which  1  cert;iinlv would  not  depart) 
applied  po^i  ively  to  Malta,  unless  an  equivalent 
security  could  be  offered,  and  sunlv  he  would 
not  pretend  to  tell  me  that  Lampednsa  could  be 
considered  as  such  ;  that  t!ie  possession  of  Malta 
was  necessary  for  our  security,  and  was  render- 
ed so  not  from  any  desire  of  aggrandizement  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  iiut  by  the  conduct  of 
the  French  governmenr;  and  that  so  strongly 
were  we  impressed  with  the  necessity,  that  ra- 
ther than  abandon  it,  we  were  prepared  to  go 
to  war.  Ihat  it  was  on  this  ground  I  must 
declare  to  him,  that  I  could  neither  take  upon 
n-,)  sr  If  to  forward  such  a  proposal  as  he  had 
made  to  me,  or  indeed  any  thing  short  of  what 
I  had  last  proposed  as  a  fair  equivalent.  That 
in  so  doing,  I  acted  in  conformity  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's views,  who  would  mqst  assuredly  dis- 
approve of  my  conduct,  were  I,  by  unnecessa- 
rily protracting  the  negociaiion,  to  add  one 
day,  or  one  hour,  if  it  could  be  avoided,  to  the 
suspenceand  an>;iety  under  which  his  own  sub- 
jects and  all  Europe  must  labour  at  such  a  cri- 
sis ;  that  I  had  hoped  the  French  go\  ernment, 
actuated  by  the  same  generous  motives,  would 
have  acted  in  the  same  manner  ;  that  it  might, 
by  pursuing  a  contrary  line  of  conduct,  gain 
still  a  few  days;  but  I  mu-.t  declare,  that  in  a 
very  short  time  I  should  have  to  communicate 
to  him  those  very  terms  from  which  his  were 
so  wide,  but  to  draw  nearer  to  which  vv.is, 
perhaj'S  the  object  of  his  negotiating,  in  the 
form  of  an  iiltiinatum,  which  would  at  least 
have  one  good  effect,  that  of  bringing  the  mat- 
ter to  an  i-:sue,  and  the  certainty  even  of  war 
was  preferable  to  the  present  state  of  indecision. 
To  all  I  could  say  M.  Talleyrand  objected  the 
dignity  and  honour  of  the  First  Consul,  which 
cou'd  not  admit  of  his  consenting  to  any  thing 
which  might  carry  with  it  the  appearance  of 
yiekliiig  to  a  threat.  1  told  him  that  it  never 
could  be  admitted  that  the  First  Consul  had  a 
riglit  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  jea- 
lousy and  create  alarm  in  every  state  of  Europe, 
and  when  asked  for  explanation  or  security, 
say  that  it  was  contrary  to  his  honour  or  his 
dignity  to  afford  either.  Such  arguments  might 
perhaps  do  when  ajiplied  to  some  of  those  go- 
vernments with  which  France  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  treat,  or  more  properly  to  dictate  to, 
but  never  could  be  used  to  Great  Britain; 
that  his  Majesiy  had  a  right  to  speak  freely 
his  opinion,  and  possessed  also  the  means, 
whenever  he  chose  to  employ  them,  of  oppo- 
sing a  barrier  to  the  ambition  of  any  indivi- 
dual, or  of  any  state  which  should  be  disposed 
to  threaten  the  security  of  his  dotninions,  or 
the  tranquillitv  of  Europe. 

Our  conversaiioa  concluded  by  M,  de  Tal- 
leyrand's assuring  me  that  he  wou'd  report  ihe 
subs'ance  of  it  to  the  First  Consul  in  the  evt  n- 


I0T3] 


NEGOTIATION  with  FRANCE. 


[1074. 


ing,  and  that  probably  be  should  have  occasion 
to  see  ine  en  the  foilovving  day.  I  have  the 
hoauur  to  be,  &c.  VVkitworth. 

'J'ke  Right  Hon.  Lord Ilavckcshurjj,  cVc 

I'ariij,  April 'Z5^  IS03. 
No.  62. — My  Lord,  The  conversation  I 
had  on  Saturday  morning  with  M.  Talic}- 
rand  has  produced  nothing  from  which  1  c>in 
draw  a  more  favourable  conclusion  as  to  t'le 
result  Oi  the  negotiation,  than  when  I  last 
addressed  your  lordship.  lie  told  me,  tliat 
although  he  had  seen  the  First  Consul  the 
night  before,  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  what 
he  had  communicated  to  me  on  Friday ;  that 
the  First  Consul  was  determined  not  to  give 
his  consent  to  cur  retaining  Malta,  either  in 
perpetuity  or  for  a  term,  although  of  the  two 
he  would  prefer  the  former  tenure  as  the  less 
repugnant  to  his  feelings;  that  he  '.vas  tliere- 
fore  ordered  to  repeat  the  proposal  he  had 
lately  made  me,  of  acceding  to  our  demand 
of  Lampedosa  or  any  of  the  neighbouring 
islands  ;  and  that  as  our  object  was  to  obtain 
a  settlement  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  ima- 
gined that  which  we  had  ourselves  pointed 
out  Would  answer  every  purpose  we  might 
I;ave  in  view.  But,  at  all  events,  the  First 
Consul  neiiiier  could  nor  would  relinquish 
his  claim  to  the  full  execution  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens.  To  this  I  could  oi^.Iy  repeat 
what  I  had  already  said  to  him  on  the  ina- 
dequacy of  such  a  proposal,  and  of  the  im-' 
possibility  iii  v.'hich  I  found  myself  to  trans- 
mit it  to  your  lordship.  I  lamented  the 
course  which  the  negotiation  was  taking,  and 
that  the  First  Consul  should  have  so  httie  re- 
gard to  the  dreadful  consequences  v.-hich 
must,  ensue,  as  to  suffer  them  to  be  out- 
weighed by  a  mistaken  notion  of  dignity. 
And  I  added,  that  notwithstanding  the  ac- 
quiescence which  he  might  have  met  with 
from  others,  the  plea  of  its  being  incompa- 
tible with  the  dignity  of  iiie  French  govern- 
ment to  give  satisfaction  or  security,  when 
both  might  with  justice  be  demanded,  could 
never  be  admitted  by  Great  Britain.  M.  de 
Talleyrand  heard  every  thing  I  could  say 
with  the  utmost  patience,  notwithstanding 
he  had  nothing  satisfactory  to  say,  and  seem- 
ed unwilling  to  break  up  the  conference. 
He  constantly  brought  forward  the  same  in- 
admissible proposal,  requesting  that  I  would 
at  least  communicate  it  to  your  lordship. 
This  I  told  him  I  could  not  refuse  to  do, 
since  every  thing  which  passed  between  him 
and  me  must  of  course  make  the  subject  of 
my  reports  to  your  lordship.  I  declared 
however,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  should  | 
not  ttiink  myself  by  any  means  authorized  to 
suspend  the  execution  of  any  instructions  I 
.might  receive,  tending  to  bring  the  negotia- 
tion to  an  issue,  in  the  expectation  of  any 
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I  change  which  such  a  proposal  might  produce. 
All  J  could  do,  and  that  i  would  certainly  do^ 
would  be  to  communicate  the  iiltimat^im,  if 
his  Majesty  should  think  proper  to  furnish 
me  v.dth  it,  coniidentialiy  to  M.  de  Talley- 
rand, before  I  presented  it  ollicially  to  hiin, 
as  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  He  assured 
me  diat  he  should  consider  such  a  conduct 
as  a  further  proof  of  my  desire  to  conciliate, 
and  that  he  could  not  yet  forbear  hoping  that 
the  dilferences  might  be  adjiitled.  I  repeat- 
ed that  if  ills  iiope  vvas  founded  on  the  ex- 
pectation of  his  Ivlajesty's  being  induced  to 
recede  from  his  demand,  it  v/ould  be  deceiv- 
ing liimself  to  cherish  it.  The  remainder  of 
the  con\-ersation  turned  on  the  calamities 
which  v.'ould  follow  the  failure  of  our  endea- 
vour to  avoid  a  rupture.  He  insinuated  that 
Holland,  Naples,  and  other  countries  con- 
nected with  Gre::t  Britain,  v/ould  be  the  first 
victims  of  the  v/ar.  I  asked  him  whether 
he  th.ought  that  such  a  conduct  would  add  to 
the  glory  of  the  Fiist  Consul,  or  whether  the 
falling  on  the  innocent  and  defenceless  u'ouid 
not  rather  tarnish  it,  and  ultimately  unite 
against  him,  not  only  the  honest  nien  in  his 
ou'n  country,  but  every  government  in  Eu- 
rope. That  it  certainly  would  excite  more 
detestation  than  terror  in  England,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  would  serve  to  impress  up- 
on us  still  more  strongly  the  necessity  of 
omdtting  no  means  of  circumscribing  a  power 
so  perniciouslv  exerted.  I  could  not  help 
adding,  that  although  no  act  of  hostility  had 
actually  taken  place,  yet  the  inveteracy  with 
which  our  commerce,  our  industiy,  and  our 
credit  had  been  attacked  in  every  part  to 
which  French  iniiuence  could  be  extended, 
did  in  fact  almost  amount  to  the  same,  since 
it  went  to  prove,  in  addition  to  the  general 
system  of  the  First  Consul,  that  his  object 
u'as  to  pursue,  under  the  mask  of  peace,  the 
same  line  of  conduct  in  which  the  preceding 
governments  had  acted.  I  nov/  trust  en- 
tirely to  the  effect  of  the  ultimatum,  which 
will  at  least  convince  him  that  we  are  in 
earnest,  and  that  lie  has  nottiing  to  expect 
from  protraction.  I  shall  not  however,  as  I 
said  before,  make  use  of  this  ofnciaiiy,  uiilil 
I  have  tried  its  effect  in  a  more  conciliatory 
manner.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         "W'hitv/orth. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  JLaxvkesburj,  cVc. 

P.  S.  Your  lordship's  dispatches  of  the  23d 
with  "iheir  inclosures,  were  delivered  to  m.e 
by  ohaw  this  evening  at  nine  o'clock.  I  shall 
see  M.  de  Talleyrand  to-morrovv'  morning ; 
and  I  trust  your  lordship  will  not  disay^orove 
my  following  the  line  of  conduct  I  had  pro- 
posed, and  which  I  have  mentioned  to  your 
lordship,  of  informing  him  of  the  nature  of 
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wy  in,s(mc!lons  a  few  hours  before  I  carry 
them  officially  into  execution.  \V. 

No.  63. — lixtruct  of  a  dispaich  fr.vn  Lord 
Whliv.orih  to  Lord  Haa-Lrsburi/,  datid  Pari-, 
:Jpril2'7,  1803. — I  avai!  tnyseiF  of  i!ie  cp- 
,portiinity  of  a  me.ssenijer  passing  ihrt  ugh  from 
Constantinople  and  Viriina,  to  inlonn  \nur 
lordship  of  (he  state  of  the  m'gotiaiion  ai  this 
moir.ent.  1  communicated  to  M.  cie  Talicy- 
rand  the  purport  of  my  instructsoi:sof  the  23d, 
yesr<-rday  at  four  o'clock.  He  iinmcdiartly  asked 
n.e  if  (he  p'-.'-setsion  of  i)i/li![a  was  still  ins'sted 
upon.  I  t  hi  him  most  ccrtiiinly  it  was;  and  1 
rcpi^atcd  to  him  (lie  particulars  of  the  terms  oti 
which  it  was  yet  pos.-ible  io  cor.c'ude  -.he  busi- 
ress.  '1  hat  th.ese  were,  ihe  posscsjion  of 
iVialta  f.r  ten  years,  niirins^  which  pericd  the 
authcr-ty,  civil  and  militar}',  was  to  remain 
solely  in  his  Majesty,  aiid  that  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term,  it  was  to  be  given  up  to  the 
inhabitants,  a' d  not  to  the  Order;  provided 
.  also,  that  lis  Sicilian  Majesty  shall  be  induced 
10  cede  to  his  Majesty  the  Island  of  Lampe- 
CQSi!  ;  that  Holland  shiould  be  evacuated  by 
the  French  troops  within  a  monih  after  the 
conclusion  of  a  convention  by  which  all  these 
provisions  shall  be  secured  ;  and  that  his  Ma- 
jesty would  consent  to  acknowledge  the  new 
'  iiaiian  States,  provided  stipiilaiicns  were  made 
ia  favour  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty  and  of 
Switzerland.  I  had  no  sooner  made  known 
these  conditions  than  M.  de  Talleyrand  told 
me  it  would  be  perfectly  unnecessary  to  delay 
the  official  communication  :  for,  as  the  pos- 
session of  Malta  was  still  i:  listed  upon,  at- 
thcugh  for  a  terra,  the  Firit  Consul  would  not 
con-ent  (o  them.  I  accon'inply  did  repeat 
lliem  to  yim  in  the  manner  he  dt-ired  ;  when 
he  told  me  that  he  ccmpreliendL-d  p  rlectly 
v  hat  we  required,  but  tl)at  in  similar  cases  ir 
was  usual  to  state  the  denrmd  in  u  ritin»,  and 
he  desired  I  wouUl  give  him  a  note  upon  the 
subject.  1  told  him  that  I  would  repeat  to 
him  once  mere,  or  as  often  as  he  pleased,  the 
express  terms  which  I  had  s-ated  to  him,  and 
that  as  my  communication  to  him  was  verbal, 
I  should  ot  couisc  he  content  with  an  answer 
in  the  same  form.  He  constnted  at  length  to 
receive  ir,  and  to  communicate  to  me  the  First 
Consul's  answer  as  soon  as  possii)!e-  I  desired 
that  he  would  recollect  that  Tuesday  next 
must  be  tie  day  of  my  departure. 

No.  64-. — [i.xtraci  of  a  dispatch  from  L.ord 
Whuvjorth  to  Lord  L/aivkeslwy,  dated  April 
2:-),  ]yo8. — My  last  letter  to  your  lordship 
was  ot  ycsterilay  evening,  l  his  morning  a 
person  ca.me  to  me  whom  I  suspect  of  bein^ 
t-mployed  by  the  First  Consul  for  the  purpose 
ot  ascertaining  my  sentiments,  and  told  me 
iliat  I  should,  in  the  cour  e  of  tl^e  day,  re- 
ceive a  letter  from  M.  de  1  alleyrand,  drawn 
cp  under  the  inspection  of  the  First  Consul, 
■Aliich,  a'thcogh    not  exsctU-   ^vha'    I    pv'ph.t 


wish,  was  however  so  moderate  as  to  afford 
me  a  well-grounded  hope,  and  might  certainly 
be  sufiicicnt  to  inouce  me  to  dela;. ,  for  a 
short  time,  my  departure.  I  told  him  that  it 
v.ould  be  a  martv-r  of  great  satisfaction  to  me 
to  perceive  a  probability  of  biinging  the  nego- 
tiation to  a  favourable  iss-ue;  and  that  I  should 
be  cxtremtiy  sorry  t  >  spoil  the  business  by  any 
usck-ss  precipitation.  But  it  must  tie  recollect- 
ed that  I  acted  in  coniormiry  to  instructions; 
that  those  instructions  were  positive ;  thai  by 
ihem  I  ./as  ci^joiised  to  le.-ive  Paris  on  Tuesday 
next,  unless  in  the  intermediate  time  certain 
conditions  were  agreed  to.  Having  received 
no  letter  in  the  course  of  the  da\  ,  about  four 
o'clock  I  went  to  M.  de  Talleyrand  ;  I  told 
him  that  my  anxiety  to  learn  whether  he 
had  any  thing  favourable  to  tell  me,  brought 
me  to  him,  and  in  case  he  had  not,  to  recall 
to  his  rccolleciion  that  Tuesday  was  the  day  on 
which  I  must  leave  Paris,  and  to  request  that 
he  would  have  the  necessary  passports  pre- 
pared f)r  me  and  mv  family.  He  appeared 
evidently  embarrassed,  and  after  some  hesita- 
tion observed,  that  he  could  not  suppose  I 
should  reall)  go  auay  ;  but  thai  at  all  events  the 
First  Consu  never  would  recall  his  ambassador. 
To  this  I  replied,  his  Majesty  recalled  me  in  or- 
diT  (o  put  an  end  to  the  negotiation,  on  the 
principle  that  even  actual  war  was  preferable  to 
the  state  of  suspense  in  which  England,  and 
indeed  all  Europe,  I  ad  been  kept  tor  so  long  a 
space  of  time.  From  the  tenour  of  his  con- 
versation, I  should  rather  be  led  to  think  that 
he  does  not  consider  the  case  as  desperate. 
Upon  my  leaving  him  he  repeatedly  said,  J'ai 
encore  dc  Fesijoir. 

Saturday  Ez-oiin^:. — P.  S.  This  day  has 
passed  wiihout  any  occurrence  whatever.  The 
letter  in  question  is  not  yet  arrived. 

No.  65. — F.viract  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord 
JV/iitii-ort/i  to  Lord  Liaivkesbiay,  dated  Jllaj/  2, 
ISOj. — Another  day  has  passtd  over  without 
producing  any  change.  I  determined  to  go 
myself  to  M.  de  Tai]evraiid,  and  to  deliver, 
instead  of  sending,  the  inclosed  letter.  I  told 
him  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  I 
came  to  make  this  last  application  to  him. 
That  I  had  long  since  informed  him  of  the 
extent  of  the  term  which  had  been  assigned 
for  my  stay  at  Paris,  and  that  as  I  had  re- 
ceived 10  this  moment  no  answer  whatever  to 
the  proposal  I  had  repeatedly  made,  I  could  no 
longer  delay  requiring  him  to  furnish  me  with 
the  necessary  passports  for  the  return  of  my- 
self, my  family,  and  the  remainder  of  rhe  mis- 
sion, to  England.  Upon  this  I  gave  him  the 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  and  on 
reading  it  he  appeared  somewhat  startled. 
He  lamented  that  so  much  time  had  been  lost ; 
but  said  that  enough  remained,  if  I  was  autho- 
rised to  negotiate  upon  other  terms.  1  could 
of  course  hut   repeat    to   him,  that  I  had  no 
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other  terms  to  pl-opose,  and  that  tliersfore, 
unless  the  First  Consul  could  so  far  gain  upon 
himself  as  to  sacrifice  a  false  punctilio  to  the 
certainty  of  a  war,  of  which  no  one  could 
foresee  the  consequence,  noihing  could  pos- 
sibly prevent  my  departure  to-morrow  night. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  tliis  was  not  so  near;  tliat 
he  would  communicate  my  Ltt^r,  and  v/liat  I 
had  said,  to  the  First  Consul  immediately, 
and  that  in  all  probability  1  si.ould  hear  from 
him  this  evening.  I  tlio  ight  it,  hov.'cve/, 
right  to  apprize  him  that  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible I  couid  be  induced  to  disobey  his  A'la- 
jesty's  orders,  and  protract  a  nei::oti:\tion  on 
terms  so  disadvantageous  to  ourselves,  unless 
he  should  turnish  me  with  such  a  justification 
as  would  leave  me  no  room  to  hcbitate  ;  and 
that  I  did  not  see  ti.at  anv  thing  shoi  t  of  a  fi.Il 
acquiescence  in  his  Majesty's  demands  could 
have  that  ei^'ect.  He  repeated  t':aL  he  would 
I'cport  the  conversation  to  the  First  Consul, 
and  tliat  I  should  shortly  hear  from  him  In 
tiiis  i.tate  the  bu'-iness  now  rests;  I  am  ex- 
pecting either  a  proposition  or  my  passports, 
and  am  consequently  taking  every  m.easbre 
for  setting  out  to-morrow  night. 

Paris,  May  2,    I  803. 

(Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  65. J — Trans- 
lation.— Sir,  When  I  had  the  honour  on 
Tuesday  last  of  communicating  to  yen  ofh- 
cially  the  last  propositions  which  I  was  in- 
structed by  my  court  to  submit  to  the  French 
government,  for  the  sake  of  removing  the 
present  ditiicidties,  I  had  the  honour  to  an- 
nounce to  you,  that  in  case  the  First  Consul 
should  not  consent  to  these  propositions,  I 
should  find  myself  imder  the  necessity  of 
leaving  Paris  in  eight  days.  We  are  nearly 
arrived  at  the  end  of  this  period,  without  my 
having  received  any  answer  to  this  communi- 
cation. It  remains  for  me  onlv,  therefore,  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  King  my  m.aster  to  return 
to  him  ;  and  for  this  purpose  1  entreat  vou,  Sir, 
to  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  m.e  widi  the  ne- 
cessary passports.  I  seize  this  opportunity  of 
renewing  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration.  Whttworth. 

His  Eicel/encj/  J/,  de  Talleyrand. 

No.  66. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord 
Whitivorth  to  Lord  Haivkcsbiay,  dated  Paris, 
Wednesday  morning:,  Muy\,  1803. — Soon  after 
]  had  dispatched  the  messenger  the  night  before 
last,  with  my  dispatches  of  the  3d,  1  received 
a  communication  from  M.  de  Talleyrand,  oi 
which  I  inclose  a  copy,  the  purport  of  which 
was  so  com.pletely  short  of  every  thing  vvliich 
could  be  satisfactory,  that  1  did  not  thmk  my- 
self authorized  to  enter  into  anv  discussion 
upon  it ;  and  as  early  as  I  could  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  I  returned  the  answer  of 
which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy.  After  this  I 
concluded,  of  course,  that  there  wa',  an  erid 


to  the  negotiation.  I  had  for  some  d:iys  past 
been  preparing  for  my  departure ;  every  men- 
sure  was  taken  for  setting  out  at  four  o'clock 
this  morning,  and  we  were  expecting  only 
the  passports  which  I  had  demanded,  for  the 
purjjose  of  ordering  the  post  horses.  The 
day  and  the  evening  passed  without  the  pass- 
ports haA^ng  been  sent ;  and  whilst  we  were 
deliberating  «n  the  motives  of  such  a  delay, 
about  1  '2  o'clock  at  night,  a  gentleman  who 
was  with  me  received  a  communication  which 
convinced  miC  t''at  it  was  not  meant  to  give 
me  my  passports  witliout  another  attempt, 
and  I  was,  therefore,  not  surprized  when 
about  one  o'clock  I  received  the  inclosed  note 
from  M.  de  Talleyrand.  In  this  situation  I 
am  waiting  the  hour  of  rendezvous  with  I^J.  de 
Talleyrand. 

flirst  inrhsvrs  referred  to  in  Ko.  66.) — 
Jranslaticn. — 'i^h.e-.  undersigned  has  reported 
to  the4^irst  Consul  the  conversation  which  he 
Ivid  v/ith  his  excellency  Lord  V/hitwoith  on 
the  6th  of  this  month,  and  in  which  his  ex- 
cellency announced,  that  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty had  ordered  him  to  make,  verbally,  in 
his  name,  the  following  devnands  : — 1  st.  That 
his  Britannic  Majesty  should  retain  his  troops 
at  Ivialta  lor  tt^n  years.  2d.  That  the  Island  of 
Lanipedosa  should  be  ceded  (o  him  in  full 
possession.  3d.  That  the  French  troops 
:.hould  evacuate  Koiiand.  And  that  if  no 
convention  on  this  basis  should  have  been 
signed  vritl'iin  a  week,  his  excellency  Lord 
Vvhitwoith  had  orders  to  terminate  his  mis- 
sion, and  to  return  to  London.  On  the  demand 
made  by  the  undersigned,  that  Lord  Whit- 
worth  would,  in  conformnty  to  the  usage  of 
all  ages  and  of  rll  countries,  give  in  v/riting 
wiiat  he  hiuis-.'!!'  called  the  uUiniutum  of  his 
government,  his  excellency  declared,  that 
his  instructions  expressly  forbad  him  to  trans- 
mit on  this  object  any  written  note.  The  in- 
tentions of  the  First  Consul  being  entirely  pa- 
cific, the  underbigned  dispenses  with  making 
any  observation  on  so  new  and  so  strange  a 
manner  of  treating  en  afiairs  of  this  impor- 
tance. And,  in  order  to  give  a  fresh  testi- 
n.ony  of  the  value  which  he  attaches  to  the 
continuance  of  peace,  the  First  Consul  has 
directed  the  undersigned  to  make  the  follow- 
ing notification  in  the  accustomed  style  and 
forms.  As  the  Island  of  Lampedosa  does  not 
'oclong  to  France,  it  is  not  for  the  Firsl:  Con- 
sul either  to  accede  to  or  to  refuse  the  desire 
testified  by  his  Britannic  Majesty,  of  having 
this  Island  in  his  possession.  With  regard  to 
the  Island  of  Malta,  as  the  demand  made  re- 
specting it  by  his  Britannic  Majesty  would 
change  a  formal  disposition  in  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  First  Consul  cannot  but  previ< 
ously  communicate  it  to  his  Majesty  the  Kiiif 
of  Spain,  and  to  the  Batavian  Repubric.  ccr 
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contracting  parties  to  the  said  treaty,  in  order 
to  know  their  opinion ;  and  besides,  as  the 
stipulations  relative  to  Malta  have  been  gua- 
ranteed by  their  Majesties  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  tlie  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  the  contracting  parties  to 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  before  they  agree  to 
any  change  in  the  article  of  Malta,  are 
bound  to  concert  v/ith  the  guaranteeing 
powers.  The  First  Consul  will  not  refuse 
this  concert,  but  it  belongs  not  to  him  to 
propose  it,  since  it  is  not  he  who  urges  any 
chan-ein  tlie  guaranteed  stipulations.  With 
regard  to  tiie  evacuation  of  Holland  bv  the 
French  troops,  the  First  Consul  has  nn  diffi- 
culty in  directing  the  undersigned  to  repeat 
thai  the  French  troops  shall  e\'acuate  Hcliand 
at  thi_^  instant  that  the  stipulations  of  tlie  trea- 
ty of  Amiens  shall  be  executed  in  Cv'crv 
quarter  of  the  globe.  The  iindersigned  avails 
himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  his 
e.vceliency  the  English  ambassador  the  assur- 
ance of  his  high  consideration. 

Ci;.  M;M'.  Talleyt  -x'-. 
Faris,  cs  12  Fhrail,  An  !  i.  ['Id  Mai/,  i  so'].} 

C Second  Inclr,si/re  nf^irsd  to  in  xVo.  Go.) — ■ 
Tran.'ilalio,!. — The  undersigned,  in  answer  to 
the  note  u-hich  M.  de  Talleyrand  transmitted 
to  him  yesterday  e veiling,  has  the  honour  to 
observe  to  him,  that  the  King  has  had  no 
other  motive  in  seeking  to  accelerate  the 
proceedings  of  the  negotiation,  than  to  re- 
lieve as  soon  as  possible  the  two  couritries 
the  most  interested,  and  Europe  in  general, 
from  the  state  of  suspense  in  which  thev  are 
placed.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  he  per- 
ceives nothing  in  his  e>.:cellency"s  note  which 
can  correspond  v/ith  this  intention,  and  con- 
sequently nothing  which  can  justify  him  in 
delaying  to  obey  the  orders  of  his  court.  L 
remains,  therefore,  only  to  request  the  mi- 
nister for  fv)reigii  affairs  to  give  him  the 
means  of  obeying  them,  by  funiishing  him 
with  the  necessary  passports  for  his  return. 
It  i?;  however,  necessary  for  h.im  to  rectifv 
a  mis!alcc  vaiich  has  crept  into  I\L  de  Tallev- 
rand's  note.  The  undersigned  did  not  sav  he 
was  expressly  forbidden  to  transmit  any  writ- 
tcji  note  on  the  object  of  the  discussion,  but 
that  he  was  not  authorised  to  do  it,  and  (hat 
he  would  not  take  that  responsibility  oii  him- 
self. He  avails  himself  of  this  opprn-tuuitv  to 
renew  to  his  excellency  M.  de'T;illeyrand 
the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration'. 

(Signed)         Wkitworth. 
Paris,  3d  Maj/,    1  yOj. 

Par!%  T\lai/3,   I  SOS. 

( lliird  Inclnsi/re  referred  to  in  Xo.  ub'.J — 
Translation. — r.iy  Lord,  Having  to-morrow 
morning  to  make  (o  you  a  communication  of 
the  greatest  importance,  I  have  (he  honour 
to  inform   you  of  it  v.-i*hn;if  delav,  ir.  order 


that  you  may  not  expect  this  evening  tive. 
passports  which  you  had  demianded.  I  proK 
pose  that  you  should  call  to-morrow  at  half-  ■ 
past  four  at  the  foreign  department.  Re- 
ceive, my  lord,  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

Cn.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

No.  67. — Extract  of  a  dispatc/ifroin  Lord 
Jt'/iitivort/i  to  Lord  L'niikcsbury,  dated  Paris, 
Jl'cdncsduy  Evening:,  May  4-,  I  S03. — I  am  this 
moment  come  from  M.  Talleyrand.  The 
inclosed  note  will  shew  your  lordship,  that 
the  idea  which  has  been  thrown  out  is  to 
give  Malta  to  Russia.  My  only  inducement 
for  having  undertaken  to  refer  again  to  your 
lordship,  is  to  avoid  every  reproach  of  pre- 
cipitation. Til?  difference  will  be  but  five 
d.'XV'i:,  and  J  have  declared,  that  1  see  so  many 
objections  to  the  plan,  thai  although  i  would 
not  refuse  their  solicitation  to  scikI  it,  I  could 
give  no  hope  whatever  of  lis  being  accepted 
as  a  ground  of  negotiation. 

(inrlosiire  referred  to  in  Xo.  G7.) — Trans- 
lation.— The  undersigned  has  submitted  to  the 
First  Consul  rds  Britannic  ivjajcsiv's  ambassa- 
dor's note  of  the  3d  insi.  After  the  last  com- 
munication addressed  to  his  excellency,  it  is 
niorediilicult  than  ever  to  conceive  how  agreat, 
powerful,  and  enlightened  nation,  can  be  wil- 
ling to  take  upon  itself  to  declare  a  war  which 
uxnild  be  accompanied  by  such  heavy  calami- 
ties, and  the  cause  of  which  would  be  so  insig- 
nihcanl,  the  object  in  question  being  a  miser- 
abk"  rock.  Flis  excellency  miusl  have  been 
aware  that  the  two-fold  necessity  of  making  an 
agreement  with  the  gv.arantying  povi-ers  of 
the  treafv  of  Amiens,  and  of  not  violating  a 
compact,  in  the  execution  of  which  the  ho- 
nour of  France,  the  securiiy  for  the  future, 
and  the  good  faith  of  the  diplomatic  intercourse 
betueen  the  nations  of  Europe,  were  so 
deeply  interested,  had  imposed  a  law  upon 
(he  French  government  of  discarding  every 
propobition  diametrically  contrary  to  the  trea- 
ty of  Amiens.  Nevertheless  the  I'irjt  Con- 
sul, accustomed  for  two  months  to  make 
every  species  of  sacrifice  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace,  would  not  reject  a  mezzo-lermino 
of  a  nature  to  conciliate  the  interests  and 
digrdty  of  th.e  two  countries.  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  appears  to  have  been  of 
opinion,  that  the  Neapolitan  garrison  which 
was  to  be  placed  at  Malta,  would  not  afford 
a  sufficient  force  for  securing  the  actual  inde- 
j>endence  of  thj  Island.  'Jhis  motive  being 
tite  only  one  v^•hich  can  explain  his  Majesty's 
refusal  to  evacuate  the  Island,  the  First  Con- 
sul is  ready  to  coiisent  that  the  Island  of  Malta 
shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
three  powers  who  have  guarantied  its  inde- 
pendence, cither  Austria,  Russia,  or  Prussia, 
with   a  proviso  that  as  soon  as  France  and 
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England  shall  have  come  to  an  agreement 
upon  this  article,  they  shall  unite  in  their 
requisitions  to  engage  the  oilier  powers,  either 
contracting,  or  acceding  to  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  to  consent  to  iL  Were  it  possible 
that  this  proposition  should  not  be  a.-.epted, 
it  would  be  manifest  not  only  that  England 
never  intended  to  comply  wiih  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  but  that  she  has  not 
been  actuated  by  good  faifh  in  any  of  her 
demands,  and  that  in  proportion  as  France 
conceded  one  point,  the  British  government 
advanced  another.  If  this  should  be  demon- 
strated, the  First  Consul  will  at  least  have 
given  another  proof  of  his  sincerity,  of  his 
anxiety  to  devise  the  means  of  avoiding  war, 
of  his  eagerness  to  embrace  them,  and  of  the 
value  which  he  would  place  on  their  being 
adopted. 

Doivning-slrcef^  May  7,  ISOS. 
No.  68. — My  Lord,  Your  excellency's 
dispatches  have  been  received,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  King.  The  propositions  which 
have  been  made  to  you  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  and  which  have  induced 
your  excellency  to  delay  your  departure  un- 
til the  return  of  the  messenger  Sylvester,  are 
in  every  respect  so  loose,  indefinite,  and  un- 
satisfactory, and  fall  so  far  short  ot  the  just 
pretensions  of  his  Majesty,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible that  the  French  government  could  have 
expected  them  to  have  been  accepted. 
During  the  whole  of  the  discussions  which 
have  lately  occurred,  his  Majesty  has  had  a 
right  to  consider  himself  in  the  character  of 
the  injured  party.  No  means  hav^e  been 
omitted  on  his  part  to  induce  the  French 
government  to  make  a  full  and  early  expla- 
nation of  their  views,  and  to  afford  to  his 
Majesty  that  satisfaction  and  security  to 
which  he  considered  him.self  to  be  entitled. 
It  was  in  conpcquence  of  the  apparent  deter- 
mination of  the  French  government  to  evade 
all  discussion  on  the  points  of  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  that  his  Aiajcsty 
was  induced  to  state  the  grounds  on  which, 
according  to  his  views,  an  arrangement 
might  be  concluded  satisfactory  to  both  go- 
vernments ;  and  he  accordingly  authorized 
your  excellency  to  comnuuiicate  the  three 
projecls  which  at  diifercnt  times  I  had  for- 
warded to  you.  Until  the  tcri/  moment  when 
your  excellency  was  about  to  leave  Paris,  the 
French  government  have  avoided  making 
any  distinct  proposition  for  the  settlement  of 
the  differences  between  tlic  two  countries, 
and  when  at  the  very  instant  of  your  depar- 
ture, the  French  government  felt  themselves 
compelled  to  bring  forward  some  proposition, 
they  confined  that  proposition  to  a  part  only  of 
the  subject  in  discussion,  and  on  that  part  of 
it,  what  they  have  brought  forv/avd  is  v.'hoUy 


inadmissible.  The  French  government  pro- 
pose that  ':.ls  Majesty  should  give  up  the  Island 
of  Malta  to  a  Kussian,  Austrian,  or  Prus;,;an 
garrison,  if  his  Majesty  could  lie  disposed 
to  waive  his  demand  lor  a  temporary  occupa- 
tion of  the  Island  of  Malta,  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  would  be  the  only  sovereign  to  whom, 
in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  he  could  con- 
sent that  the  Island  should  be  assigned  ;  and 
his  Majesty  has  certain  and  auihcuiic  informa- 
tion, that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  would  on  no 
account  consent  to  garrison  INhilta.  Under 
these  circumstances,  his  Majesty  perseveres 
in  his  determination  to  adhere  to  the  sub- 
stance of  his  third  project  as  his  uUin:alum  ; 
as,  however,  the  principal  objection  stated 
by  the  French  government  to  his  Majestj-'s 
proposition  is  understood  to  be  confined  to 
the  insertion  of  an  ariicle  in  a  public  treaty, 
by  which  his  Majesty  shall  have  a  right  to 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  Island  of 
Malta  for  a  definitive  number  of  years,  his 
Majesty  will  consent  that  the  number  of  years 
(beiiig  in  no  case  lessiliun  ten)  may  be  stated  in 
a  secret  article;  and  the  public  articles  may  be 
agreed  to  conformably  to  the  inclosed  pro- 
ject. By  this  expedient,  the  supposed  point 
of  honour  of  the  French  government  might 
be  saved.  The  independence  of  the  Island 
of  Malta  would,  in  principle,  be  acknow- 
ledged, and  the  temporary  occupation  of  his 
Majesty  vv'ould  be  made  to  riepend  alone  on 
the  present  state  of  the  hland  of  Lampedosa, 
You  may  propose  this  idea  to  M.  Talleyrand, 
at  the  same  time  assuring  him,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty is  determined  to  adhere  to  the  substance 
of  his  ultimatum.  And  if  you  shall  not  be 
able  to  conclude  the  minute  of  an  arrange- 
ment on  this  principle,  you  will  on  no  ac- 
count remain  in  Paris  more  than  thirty-six 
hours  after  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch.  \ 
observe  by  your  dispatch,  you  did  not  con- 
sider yourself  as  authorized  to  deliver  to  the 
French  government  any  note  or  project  in 
writing.  The  v^'ords  of  my  dispatch  were, 
that  you  were  to  communicate  the  terms 
ql/iciall)/^  which  left  it  at  your  own  discre- 
tion to  communicate  them  verbally  or  in 
writing,  as  you  might  judge  most  expedient. 
You  were  ccrlainly  right  in  communicating 
them,  in  the  first  instance,  verbally  ;  but  a^ 
so  much  stress  has  been  laid  by  M.  Talley- 
rand on  this  distinction,  it  is  important  that 
I  should  inform  you,  that  his  Majesty  neither 
had  nor  has  any  objection  to  yonr  delivering 
the  inclosed  project  as  an  uh'inialum,  accom- 
panied by  a  short  note  in  writing.  I  cannot 
conclude  this  dispatch  without  recalling  again 
your  attention  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  Eicnch 
minister  at  liamburgh,  and  referring  )ou  to 
my  instructions,  by  which  you  should  abstain 
from  concluding  the  arrangement,  unless  van 
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have  received  from  Tvr.  Talleyrand  an  ass'ir- 
auce  that  his  conchict  would  be  publicly  dis- 
avowed.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Hawkeseury. 

To  Ills  ExceUnrcy  Lord  Jl'lid-jcorih,  A .  /'.  tS'c. 

No.  69. — Exlraci  of  a  Di'.patch  from  Lord 
Whitxvorth  to  Lord  Ihnvleshmy,  daled  J'ai  i?^ 
j\}(ty  9 ,  1 803. —  The  messenger  Sylvester  is  ar- 
rived with  yo'ar  Lordsiiip's  dispatch,  No.  1.5, 
of  the  7th  of  I\'Iay.  As  soon  as  I  rece'ved  xovs 
lordship's  instructions,  I  prepared  a  translated 
ccpv  of  the  project  furnished  me  by  your 
lordship,  and  a  short  note  with  which  it  is  mv 
intention  to  accompany  the  communication. 
I  then  sent  a  person  to  P.Tonsieur  de  Talle\'- 
rand,  to  know  when  I  could  see  him,  and  I 
was  informed  that  he  was  at  St.  Cloud.  I  soon 
after  learnt,  that  lie  was  gone  there  in  conse- 
quence of  the  accident  wiiich  happened  yes- 
terday to  the  First  Consul.  I  understand  that 
no  bad  consequences  are  likely  to  ensue,  and 
that  he  is  able  to  transact  bus'ness.  I  cannot, 
however,  expect  to  see  M.  Talleyrand  before 
to-m.orrow  morrjing.  Although  this  circum- 
stance may  cause  a  delay  of  a  few  hours,  your 
lordship  may  be  assured,  that  the  execution  of 
those  instructions  with  which  you  have  fur- 
nished me,  shall  not  be  protracted.  1  shall 
leave  P.aris  m.ost  assuredly,  or  have  concluded 
a  satisfactory  arrangement,  witb.in  the  time 
.specified  by  }'our  lordsliip,  reckoning  from 
the  moment  of  my  being  able  to  make  an 
official  communication,  rather  than  from  that 
of  the  receipt  of  vour  lordship's  Ictler. 

No.  70. — Extract  c,f  a  Dis],utch  from  Lord 
I'luttvortk  to  Lord  flaivkesbniT/,  dated  Paris, 
May  12,  1S03. — The  messenger  Sylvester,  as 
I  mentioned  in  my  last  dispatch,  returned  on 
the  9ih  at  tv\'elve  o'clock  ;  and  I  wrote  to  l-A. 
de  Talleyrand  informing  him  of  it,  and  desir- 
ing him  to  name  an  hour  when  I  might  wait 
upon  him  in  order  to  communicate  to  him  the 
purport  of  my  instructions.  To  this  letter  I 
received  no  answer  that  evening  or  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  Anxious  to  execute  mv 
orders,  and  to  lose  no  lime,  I  inclosed  tlse  pro- 
ject furnished  me  by  your  lordship,  accompa- 
nied by  an  official  noic  and  a  private  letter  to 
M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  sent  it  to  the  foreipn 
department  by  Mr.  jMandeville,  u-ith  direc- 
tions to  dehver  it  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  or  in 
his  absence  to  th.e  Ckcfdu  Bvrcai;.  He  deli- 
vered it  accordingly  to  M.  P'urand,  who  pro- 
mised to  give  it  to  his  chief  as  soon  as  he  came 
in,  which  xhc  ex-jiected,  he  said,  shortly.  At 
half  past  four,  having  v^'aited  till  that  time  in 
vain,  I  v.'ent  myself  to  M.  de  Talleyrand  ;  I 
was  told  that  the  family  was  in  the  country, 
and  that  iliey  did  not  know  when  the  minister 
v/ould  be  in  town.  Half  an  I'our  after  I  had 
returned  home,  the  packet  which  Mr.  Man- 
deville  had  given  into  the  hands  of  I\I.Durand, 


was  brought  to  mc,  I  believe  by  a  servanf, 
with  a  verbal  message  that  as  M.  de  Talley- 
rand v.';^s  in  the  country  it  would  be'  necessary 
that  I  should  send  it  to  him  there.  In  order 
to  defeat  as  much  as  depended  upon  me,  tlieir 
intention  of  ^aiiii)!'^  tinis,  I  vrrote  again  to  M. 
de  Tallcynmd,  recapitulating  the  .steps  I  had 
taken  since  the  return  of  the  messengers;  and 
desired  Mr.  Talbct,  the  secretary  of  the  em- 
bassy, to  take  it  himself  at  nine  o'clock  at 
nig'it,  wlien  I  tliought  M.  de  Talleyrand 
v.'ouki  be  at  home,  to  his  house  at  Meudon. 
He  was,  however,  not  at  home.  Mr.  Talbot 
Vv-as  (old  that  he  was  at  St.  Cloud,  were  he 
had  been  ail  day,  and  that  he  would  not  be 
back  until  very  late.  Fie  thei'efdre  left  my 
private  letter,  with  his  name,  and  returned 
with  the  packet.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
sent  it  on  the  following  morning  to  the  burcmn^  ■ 
v/ith  orders  that  it  should  be  left  there  ;  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  moniiag  I  received  a  note  f''oni 
I^.I.  de  Talleyrand  accounting  for  his  not  hav-' 
ing  been  able  to  nnswer  mc  sooner ;  'and  ap-' 
pointing  me  at  twelve  o'clock  at  the  Bureau' 
des  Ri'lations  Extcricures.  I  went  at  the  ap- 
pointed time.  He  began  by  apologising  for 
having  so  long  postponed  the  interview,  whic  h 
he  atti'lbuted  to  his  having  been  the  whole 
day  \v]{h  the  First  Consul.  We  then  entered 
upon  business.  I  told  him  that,  limnfed  as  1 
was  by  your  lordship's  instructions,  he  could 
not  be.  surprised  at  my  impatience  to  acqint 
myself  of  my  duty.  I  explained  to  him  the 
nature  of  vour  lordship's  observations  on  the 
proposal  of  the  4th,  and  that  it  was  considered  ' 
as  on  one  hand  impracticable  from  the  refusaF 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  take  charge  of 
Malta,  an.d  on  the  other,  as  being  v\diolly  ina- 
dequate to  his  Majesty's  just  pretensions.  I 
gave  him  the  note  in  which  this  was  expressed, 
and  the  project,  on  v/hich  alone  a  satisfactory 
arranc^em.enl  could  be  framed  Fie  read  them 
vv'itii  apparent  attention,  and  without  many 
remarks;  and  after  some  tim.e  he  asked  me  if 
I  felt  myself  aiU'iorised  bvmv  instructions  to 
conclude  with  him  a  con'sX-ntion,  framed  on 
the  basis  of  mv  proiect,'  or  indeed  extending 
that  basis,  since  the  iirst  article  ot  it  would  be 
the  perpetual  possession  of  Malta  to  England, 
in  return  for  a  consideration.  I  told  hini  I 
most  certainly  was  not  authorised  to  enter 
into  ony  engagement  of  such  a  nature,  which 
would  make  the  negolialion  one  of  exchange, 
instead  of  a  dem.and  of  satisfaction  and  secu- 
ril)'.  To  this  he  replied,  that  the  satisfaction 
and  security  which  we  required  was  Malta, 
and  that  this  ^ye  obtained.  That  the  First  " 
Consul  could  not  accede  to  \yhat  he  consider-  ' 
ed,  and  what  must  be  considered  by  the  pub-  ' 
lie  and  by  Europe,  as  the  eifect  of  coercion, 
but  if  it  were  possible  to  make  the  draft  pala- 
table, did  I  think  nivseh"  justihable  in  refusing  - 
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to  do  so.  I  told  hiin  tbiit  acting  in  strict  compli- 
ance with  my  iiiiiruciions,  i  could  have  no 
need  of  jusliftcation,  and  that  I  came  to  him 
wiih  the  d;;tcimiiiaUon  of  abiding  strictly  by 
them,  tie  contended,  that  by  comm.unicat- 
iijg  a,  project,  I  merely  stated  on  y.-hat  grounds 
we  would  be  willing  to  conclude  ;  and  that  a 
counter-project,  founded  on  the  basis  of  giving 
lis  what  we  required,  could  not  be  refused  a 
fair  discussion.  To  this  I  urged  the  resolution 
of  his  Majesiy's  ministers,  to  avoid  every  thing 
which  could  protract  the  negotiadon.  That  1 
saw  no  other  means  of  acting  up  to  those  views, 
than  i:>y  making  my  stand  en  the  project  at  ail 
events.  I  urged  him  repeatedly  to  explain 
himself  more  fully  en  the  nature  of  the  de- 
mand which  he  s.iould  m.ake  for  Maha,  but  lie 
could  not,  cr  vcouhlnrA  exphiiii  hini^tlf.  After 
much  contest,  it  was  agreed  that  tlie  proposal 
should  be  submitted  (o  me  in.  the  course  of  a 
few  hours,  and  that  1  should  determine  on  t!ie 
line  of  conduct  I  might  feel  myself  justiaed  in 
pursuing,  either  to  sign  it,  to  send  it  home,  or 
to  leave  Paris.  The  remainder  of  this  day 
j)assed  without  receiving  any  communication 
from  M.  de  Talleyrand.  Upon  this,  I  deter- 
mined to  demand  my  passports,  by  an  oilichd 
note,  whice  I  sent  tids  m.orning  by  Ivlr.  ?-.2ai> 
deviile,  in  order  that  I  might  leave  Paris  in 
the  evening.  Ai  tv.'o,  I  renewed  my  demand 
of  passports,  and  v^as  told  I  should  have  them 
innnediateiN'.  Tbev  arrived  at  five  o'clock, 
and  I  propose  setting  out  as  soon  as  the  car- 
riages are  r^ady. 

(First  Inclo-surc  referred  to  in  No.  7 O.J 
—  Tnimlation. —  fh.e  undersigned,  his  Bri- 
tan.nic  IMajestv's  ambassador  extraordinary 
and  plenipoter.iiary  to  the  French  Republic, 
having  transmitled  to  his  court  the  proposal 
which  was  njade  to  him  bv  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  on  the  -Uh  instant,  has  just  re- 
ceived orders  to  transmit  to  his  excellencv 
the  acconipauyiag  project  of  a  convention, 
founded  on  the  only  basis  v^'hich  his  Majesty 
conceives,  under  the  existing  circumstances 
to  be  susceptible  of  a  definitive  and  amicable 
arrangement.  The  minister  for  foreign  af- 
hiirs  will  not  fail  to  observe  to  what  decree 
his  Majesty  has  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the 
security  of  his  interests  with  the  dignity  of 
tlie  First  ConsuL  The  undersigned  fiatters 
himself,  that  the  First  Consul,  doing  justice 
to  these  sentiments,  will  adopt  in  concert 
with  his  Majesty  aii  expedient  so  suitable  for 
restoring  permanent  tranquillity  to  both  na- 
tion^-, and  to  all  Europe.  The  undersigned 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity,  to  renew 
to  his  Excellency  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration.  Wh  i  t  v*:  o  r  t  h  . 

(Secnnd  Indosure  referred  to  in  No.  10.) 
■ — Translation — Project. — I.  The  French 
Government  s!;aU  enpa'je  to  make  no  oorosi- 


tion  to  ihe  cession  of  the  r>land  of  Lampedo- 
sa  to  his  Majesty  by  the  King  of  the  two  Sici- 
lies. II.  In  consequence  of  the  present  state 
of  the  island  of  Lampedosa,  his  Majesty  shall 
remain  in  possession  of  the  island  of  Malta 
until  such  arrangements  sliali  be  made  by 
him  as  may  enable  his  i.jajesty  to  occupy 
Lampedosa  as  a  naval  station  ;  alter  v.hich 
period  the  island  of  Malta  shall  be  given  up 
to  the  Inliabitants,  and  acknowledged  as  an 
independent  state.  III.  The  territories  of 
the  Batavian  Re:.-ublic  shall  be  evacuated  by 
the  French  forces  within  one  month  .Tter  the 
conclusion  of  a  convention  I'ounded  on  the 
principles  of  this  prcjet.  IV.  The  King  of 
Etruria,  and  the  Italian  and  Ligur'.an  Repub- 
lics, shall  be  acknov/ledged  by  his  Majesty. 

V.  Switzerland  shall  be  evacuated  by  fiie 
French  forces.  VI.  A  suitable  territorial 
provision  shall  be  assigned  to  the  King  of 
Sardinia  in  Italy. 

Secret  /rrcicle.  Flis  ivlajesty  shall  not  be 
required  by  the  French  government  to  eva- 
cuate the  island  of  Malta  until  after  the  ex- 
piration of  iQ.i\  years.     Articles  I '7.  V.  and 

VI.  may  be  entirelv  omit  Led,  or  m.ust  all  be 
inserted. 

(Titird  Incioiure  referred  to  in  No.  10.) 
Paris.  May  10,  1803. 
Translation. — Sir,  In  order  not  to  lose  an  in- 
stant of  so  precious  a  time,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  convey  to  you  the  project  which  I 
have  received  from  my  court,  with  the  note 
which  accompanies  it.  I  shall  have  the  ho- 
nour cf  calling  on  your  excellency  at  any 
hour  vou  mav  appoint,  in  consequence  of  the 
request  I  made  yesterday.  But  in  the  mean 
while,  you  v/ill  be  in  possession  of  the  con- 
tents of  my  instructions.  I  hope  to  God 
tiiat  tlicv  m.av  be  of  a  nature  to  insure  the 
tranquillity  of  both  counts  ies  and  of  Europe. 
I  avail  m.yself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew 
to  your  excellency  the  asuurrance  of  my  high 
consideiation.  Whitv/orth. 

'i'o  A'i.T  Excel lenct/  M.  ds  Talltijrand,  4'c. 
(Fourth  Inclosure  referred  to  i:i  No.  10.) 
Paris,  Maj/  10,  1803. 
Trcinslaiion. — Sir,  Having  yesterdny  morn- 
ing received  some  important  instructions  io 
communicate  to  you,  I  wrote  to  you  tliat 
evening  to  ask  your  excellency  at  what  hour 
I  could  have  the  honour  to  acquit  myself  of 
this  duty.  That  letter  has  not  been  answer- 
ed. At  two  o'clock  this  afternoon,  I  sent 
Mr.  Mandeviile,  attached  to  the  embassy, 
to  the  office  for  fore"gn  affairs,  in  order  to 
deliver  to  your  excellency,  or  in  your  ab- 
sence to  your  first  secretary,  a  sealed  packet, 
containing  the  papers  which  I  had  io  com- 
municate to  you,  and  I  added  a  second  letter 
to  your  excellency.  Mr.  Mandeviile  deli- 
vered this  racket  'into  the  hands  ci  Ivi.  Du- 
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fand,  who  assured  him,  that  it  shor.!d  b-'  com- 
municated to  you  v.'iihout  delay.  At  half 
past  four,  not  having  received  any  answer 
to  my  letters,  1  '.i'ent  to  the  foreign  oliice, 
and  I  th^Ye  learut  tliat  you  v/ere  in  the  coun- 
try, and  that  it  was  not  known  when  you 
Would  return  to  town.  Half  an  hour  afier- 
wards  heaving  returned  home,  the  papers 
which  my  secrel-.iy  had  taken  and  delivered 
to  M.  Durand  were  brought  to  me,  v/iih  "a 
message  that  I  must  send  them  to  the  minister 
in  the  country.  In  this  state  of  things,  since 
your  excellency  dees  not  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  you  tiiis  communicaiion,  I 
have  no  other  alternative  than  to  give  it  in 
charge  to  Mr.  Talbot,  secretary  to  the  em- 
bassy. He  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver 
to  you  the  project  of  a  convention,  which,  I 
hope,  will  serve  as  a  basis  to  an  amicable 
arrangement  between  our  two  governments. 
1  have  only  to  add,  that  the  term  of  my  stay 
in  Paris  is  limited,  and  I  must  set  out  on 
ray  journey  for  England  on  Thursday  morn- 
ino-,  if  the  nefrotiation  is  not  favourablv  fer- 
minated  before  that  time.  I  request  }ou, 
Sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration.  Vv'iiitwc  kth. 

CPifih  luchsi/re  referred  io  in  ^■.^.  70.) — 
Tramlation It  being  impossible  iot  ihe  un- 
dersigned to  delay  any  longer  executing  the 
orders  of  his  court,  be  finds  himself  ouLged 
to  request  the  minister  for  foi  eign  affairs  to 
liave  the  goodn:ss  to  expeake  the  necessary 
passports  for  his  return  to  England.  He 
tequests  his  exceilepxy  to  accept  the  assur- 
ance of  his  iiigh  ccnsideraticn. 

(Signed)         Whit  worth. 
Puris,    I2th  May,  J  803. 

No.  7 1 . — Rilract  of  a  dispatch  frnvi  Sir 
Gecrge  Riimhold,  Barl.  to  Lord  Han'ked-urT/, 
dared  Hamburgh,  Mnrch  29,  1803. — Late 
last  night  it  was  dctenriined  that  the  Senate 
shc-.ild  b'.-r  convened  e:-:traordinanly  on   this 


day,  in  order  to  consider  of  a  requisition 
from  the  French  minister,  to  insert  in  the 
Hamburgh  paper  a  most  offensive  article,  in~ 
tended  as  a  justification  of  the  First  Consul, 
and  an  attack  on  the  measures  of  the  British 
government.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I 
inform  your  lordship,  that  the  Senate  have 
judged  it  prudent  to  comply  with  this  de- 
m.and ;  and  that  the  article  will  be  inserted 
in  ihe  paper  of  to-morrow  ;  it  is  now  in  tiie 
hands  of  the  pubhsher  for  that  purpose.  It 
Wris  the  wish  of  the  Senate  that  they  might 
at  least  be  allowed  to  omit  or  qualify  the  most 
olFensive  passages,  but  Mr.  RheinLardt  said 
his  oiders  were  positive,  for  the  full  and 
exact  insertion  of  the  whole. 

No.  12. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Hill  to  Lord  Ifaivkesburi/,  dated  Copaihagen.^ 
April  2,  1803. — The  French  minister  at 
Hamburgh  received  orders  from  his  govern- 
ment to  have  inserted  in  the  public  papers  of 
that  city,  an  article  which  was  sent  to  him., 
containing  a  commentary  upon  his  Majesty's 
communication  to  Parliament,  respecting  the 
necessity  of  increasing  the  military  forces  of 
the  country  in  the  present  circumstances.  The 
Senate  of  Hamburgh  consented  with  much  re- 
i^ugnance  to  the  insertion  of  this  paragraph. 
The  French  minister  desired  that  the  same 
should  be  pubii'.hed  in  the  papers  at  Altona  ; 
bul  the  Danish  nragistrates  said  that  they  could 
not  possibly  permit  it  without  an  express  order 
from  tliis  government.  In  consequence  of 
this  refusal,  J^^I.  Dagucsseau,  the  French  mi- 
nister at  this  court,  received  from  his  col- 
leag  le  at  Ham.burgh  a  copy  of  the  article, 
with  a  request  that  he  would  solicit  the  per- 
mission of  its  publication  in  the  Danish  pa- 
pers. To  my  knowledge  he  had  no  answer 
yesterday,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  this  government  will  shew  the 
greatest  reluctance  in  acceding  to  the  French 
minister's  request. 


A    P    P    E 


I    X. 


Xo.  1 . — Tlcpoit  made  to  the  French  Con^^nl  hy 

of  the  SOth  of 
ON  the  16th  of  September  1  embarked 
at  Toulon  on  board  the  Corii'die ;  and  on 
the  30th  I  arrived  at  Tripoli.  I  immediately 
wrote  to  Baron  Ccderstrom,  the  Sv/edish 
rear-admiral,  as  v/ell  as  to  the  minister  cf  the 
Pacha,  to  oiler  them  my  mediation  to  termi- 
nate the  diiferences  existing  between  the 
Swedish  court  and  the  regency.  My  media- 
_  (ion  was  accepted  ;  the  minister  and  the  rcar- 


Colonel  Scbastiani,  extracted  from  the  Moniteur 

Jamiary,  1803. 
admiral  repaired  to  the  commissarial  house 
of  France,  and  we  entered  on  the  negotia- 
tion. The  two  parties  were  far  asunder ; 
the  Pacha  demanded  a  considerable  sum,  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  annual  tribute.  He 
urged  a  Ireatv  made  two  years  ago  by  an  en- 
voy of  the  King  of  Sweden,  which  assured 
the  payment  of  2k5,()00  heavy  piastres,  and 
of  an  annuity  of  20,000  j  he  added,  that  two 
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Vears  of  war  had  subjected  him  to  extraor- 
dmary  expences,  and  that  he  used  great  mo- 
deration iu  contorraing  himself  to  the  treaty 
in  question.     M.  de  Cederstrom  only  offered 
in  the  name  of   his  court,   100,000  piastres 
for  the  redemption  of  (he   Swedish  slaves, 
who  were  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  an  annuity  of  5000  piastres.     Af- 
ter  much  debate,    I    succeeded  in   making 
them  sion  a  treaty  which  fixed  the  payment 
of  the  ransom  at    130,000  piastres,  and  the 
annuity  at  SOOO. — On  the    Isl  of  October  I 
was  presented  with  much  pomp  to  the  Pacha, 
who  received  me  in  the  most  distinguished 
manner.     The  exchange  of  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  of  peace   took  place,  and  the 
Italian  Republic  was  formally  acknowledged. 
I  caused  its  flag  to  be  hoisted  on  the  commis- 
sarial  house  of  France,  and  it  was  saluted  by 
the  frigate  and  the  place  with  21  guns. — It 
was  not  without  difficulty  that  the  Pacha  con- 
sented  to  acknowledge  that   republic.     He 
feared   that  all   Italy  was  comprized  in  this 
new  republic,  and  that,  in  consequence,  he 
vvould  be  obliged  to  respect  indhcriminately 
all  the  ships  of  commerce  of  that  part  of  Eu- 
rope : — this    would    destroy  his   marine.     I 
gave  him   the  necessary  iexplauations,    and 
particularly  those  which  related  to  the  object 
of  his  apprehensions,  and  he  replied  to  me, 
*  Certainly  I  wish  to  be  at  peace  with  the 
Italian  Republic,  whhout  loo  much  injuring 
my  interest;  but  if  it  were  still  more  ditlicull, 
I  would  do  it,  since  the  great  Bonaparte  de- 
isires  it.' — The  Pacha  of  Tripoli  is  a  brave 
and  enterprizing  man,  the  friend  of  France. 
The  English  have  furnished  succours  to  his 
brother,  v,'ho  is  ai  present  at  Derue,  without 
means  or  credit.     His   plan  is  to  raise  the 
country  against  the  Bey.     The  political  and 
administrative  affairs  of  the  regency  are  con- 
ducted by   Seid-3Muhammcd-el-Deghais,  mi- 
nister of  the  Pacha.     This  man  is  full  of  sa- 
gacity, and  has  even  some  notions  of  Euro- 
pean pohtics.     He  has  been  in  France,  and 
preserves  for  our  country  a  predominant  sen- 
timent of  affection.     On  the  '2d  of  October 
I  set  out  from  Tripoli,  and  on  the  16'th  ar- 
rived at  Alexandria:  the  same  day  I  waited 
upon  General  Stuart,  commandant  of  the  Eng- 
lish forces  by  land  and  sea.     I  communicated 
to  him  the  order  of  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,    which  enjoined   me    to   proceed  to 
Alexandria,  and  if  the  English  still  occupied 
that  place,  to  demand  a  speedy  evacuation, 
and  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 
General  Stuart  then  told  me,  that  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  place  would  shortly  be  effect- 
ed ;  but  seeing  that  I  insisted,  and  that  I  de- 
sired an  ansv/er  less  vague,  he  declared  to 
me,  that  he  had  no  orders  from  his  court  to 
quit  Alexandria,  and  that  he  even-  believed 
Vol.  HI. 


he  should  pass  the  winter  Ihefe.     General 
Stuart  is  a  man  of  mediocre  talents :    he   has 
for  his  aid-de-camp  a  French  emigrant,  called 
the  Chevalier  de  Sades,  a  man  of  talent,  and 
an  enemy  of  France,  who  has  -much  influ- 
ence over  the  general.     I  went  the  same  day 
to  see  Khourchid-Ahmid,  the  Pacha  of  Alex- 
andria and  the  Capitan  Bey,  commander  of 
the  forces  of  the  Otioman  Porte.     Alter  the 
customary  compliments,  and  some  language 
agreeable'  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  1  announced 
to  them,  that  the  agents  of  French  commerce 
would  assemble  in  Egypt.     This  communis 
cation  gave  them  the  greatest  pleasure,  and 
they  did  not  conceal  that  they  saw  with  grief 
the  stay  of  the  English  in  the  country,     t 
told  them,  that  their  stay  could  not  be  much 
longer,  and  that  the  general  peace  left  nO 
doubt  of  (heir  approaching  departure.     On 
the  17th  I  visited  the  Cheik  El-Messiry.  The 
same  day  I  also  visited  the  Cheik  Ibrahim 
Mufti.     On  the  18th  I  visited  the  Coupure 
du  Khalidj,  which  has  formed  the  Lake  Ma- 
rcot'is.    The  current  of  the  waters  of  the  lake 
Madie  is  still  very  strong,  and  if  the  Porte 
does  not  make  haste  to  re-establish  this  im- 
poitant  canal,  the  overflows  which  take  place 
on  the  little  tongue  of  land  that  separates  the 
two  lakes,  will  render  the  opening  so  consi- 
derable, that  it  will  be  impossible  to   travel. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Swedish  engineer  sent 
by  the  Porte  to  direct  these  labours,  has  the 
necessary  talents.    The  formation  cf  the  lake 
Mareotis  appears  to  have  contributed  to  the 
salubrity  of  the  air.     The  city  has  no  other 
water  than  what  it  draws  from  the  welis  of 
Marabouf.     This  little  fort  1  found  guarded 
by  an  English  and  Turkish  garrison,  in  order 
to  protect  the  inhabitants  who  came  to  draw 
water.     I  employed  the   day  of  the  19th  in 
perambulating  the    town,  and  receiving  dif- 
ferent individuals  who  came  to  visit  me.    On 
the  20th,  I  set  out  for  Cairo,  escorted  by  two 
Turkish  officers,    and    six    French    soldiers, 
whom  I  had  taken  on  board  the  frigate,  but 
contrary  winds  obhged  me  to  return  to  the 
port.     The  next  day  I  was  at  Aboukir,  where 
I  j-jassed  the  night.     I  profited  by  this  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  the  fort,  which  is  in   a  \-ery 
iT.ined  state.     On  the  22d  1  arrived  at  Ro- 
setta,  after  having  visited  the  fort  Julien  ;  I 
savv'  the  same  day  Osman,  Aga,  and  Duvanny 
oi  the  town,  as  well  as  all  the  Christians  who 
reside  there.    The  2:id  I  was  at  Faon^^,  v.'here 
I  visited  the  commandant  of  the  place,    the 
Cadi,  and  theCheiks;  I  received  from  the 
latter,  and  from  all  those  whom  I  entertain- 
ed, protestations  of  attachment  to  the  Fir.t 
Consul.     I  passed  the  next  day  at  Ralimanie, 
where  I  visited  the  Cheik  IvJuhammed-Abou- 
Aly ;  the  fort  of  th^  town  is  almost  entirely 
I  destroyed.    I  visited  on  the  25th,  at  Menouf, 


I09I] 


PUBLIC  PAPERS  ON  THE 


[JO^ 


tljeCheik  Abdm,  wliom  the  Fifst  Consul  had  j  province, 
appointed  Cadi.     The  other  Cheiks  of  that '  {he  order 


town  who  came  to  visit  me,  held  the  same 
language  as  those  of  F^ovA.  I  said  to  them, 
'  Tfie  First  Consu!  bves  your  coimtry  much, 
he  speaks  of  Itofofn  j  he  in'teresis  hinTreil-"  in 
your  happiness  ;  he  did  not  forget  you,  and 
recommended  you  to  the  Porte.  He  has 
made  peace  wUh  Europe,  and  this  coucifry 


He  then  communlcaled  to  me 
of  the  Porte,  and  I  saw  beyond  a 
doubt  that  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to 
enter  into  any  accommodation.  I  informed 
him  that  I  intended  to  visit  the  different 
Cheiks  of  Cairo,  and  also  Madame  Miirad 
Bev,  and  to  inspect  the  environs  and  fortifi- 
cations of  the  city.  He  oi-dered  immediately 
(hat  the  oiiard  which   he  had  sent  should  ac- 


wiU  ftti  the  interest  which  he  t^ikes,  and  the  '  company  me  wherever  I  wished  to  go,  in- 
recoilecSion  which  he  has  preserved  of  the  forming  me  that  he  would  use  every  means 
poor  Cheiks  of  Egypt.'  Muhanimed  Kachef-  in  his  power  to  render  my  stay  at  Cairo 
Zourba  Mafzellem^  who  connnanded  at  Me-  .  agreeable.  The  same  day  I  commenced  my 
nouf  on  my  journey  through  that  town,  has  ^  visits,  beginning  with  the  Chcik  Abdallah-el- 
been  beheaded  in  consequence  of  being  j  Chescanoi,  of  the  great  mosque.  As  I  was 
accused    of    communications   with     Mame-  j  expected  by  him,  he  had  assembled  a  consi- 


lukes.  The  two  forts  of  Menouf  are  de- 
stroyed. I  arrived  the  same  day  at  Boulak. 
I  sent  innriediately  Citizen  Joubert  to  inform 
the  Pacha  of  Cairo  of  my  arrival.  The  next 
morning,  tiie  26th.  tiie  Pacha  sent  300  ca- 
valry and  -200  iiifasury,  commanded  by  the 
principal  officers  of  his  household,  to  ac- 
company roe  to  him,  amidst  a  great  m.any 
discharges  of  ardllery 
Pacha's,  I  said  to  him, 


dcrable  number  of  Cheiks.  The  conversa- 
tion turned  upon  the  interest  which  the  First 
Consul  took  in  Egypt,  on  his  power,  his  glory, 
and  on  his  esteem  and  benevolence  for  the 
learned  Cheiks  of  Cairo.  Their  answers  ex- 
pressed their  attachment  to  his  person.  He 
must  have  been  a  witness  like  myself  to  the 
enthusiasm  excited  at  the  view  of  the  portrait 
Having  arrived  at  the  of  the  First  Consul,  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
*  Peace  has  been  con- 1  exaU?jtion  of  their  sentiments.     I  have  given 


eluded  between  the  French  Republic  and  the  j  it  to  all  the  ]3rincipai  Cheiks  of  Cairo,  and  of 
Sublime  Porte  ;  the  ancient  relations  of  ami-  j  the  towns  v.diere  i  ha\e  travelled.  On  the 
tv  and  commerce  have  been  re-established,  ■  '28th  I  invited  the  Cheik  Omar  El-Berky, 
and  I  am  charged  by  the  Great  Consul  Bo-  ■  Prince  of  the  Shirifs  ;  he  was  ill,  and  I  sa\r 
naparteto  assure  you  of  his  benevolence,  and  onlv  his  son.  The  Cheik  Suleiman  El-Far- 
to  announce  to  3'ou  the  arrival  of  commissaries  j  goumy  received  me  with  much  friendship, 
of  the  French  commerce  in  Egypt.'  The  '  and  assured  me  of  his  boundless  admiration 
Pacha  answered  me,  '  Txhe  benevolence  ■  for  the  First  Consul.  The  citizen  Joubert 
with  which  the  First  Consul  has  honoured  i  and  Bcye  have  certified  to  me  that  the  inha- 
me,  penetrates  me  wkh  gratitude,  and  his  bitants  of  Cairo  never  testified  so  much  attach- 
comm.ercial  agents  shall  meet  here  the  most ;  m.ent  to  France  as  on  my  arrival.  When  we 
friendly  reception.'  1  proceeded  then  to  the  pass  along  the  streets,  every  body  salutes  us. 
house  which  the  Pacha  had  prepared  for  me.  Their  astrologers  make  predictions  every  day 
I  received  the  same  day  the  visits  of  all  the  as  to  what  concerns  the  First  Consul.  On 
principal  men   of  t  .e  country,  and  of   the    the  29th,  I  went  (o  visit  Madame  Murad  Bey 


'■.'M 


Copt  Intendants.  On  the  '27th  I  agam  re- 
paired to  the  Pacha,  with  whom  I  had  a  long 
conference.  I  spoke  to  him  in  these  words  : 
'  The  First  Consul  takes  in  you,  and  the 
country  which  you  govern,  a  very  lively  in- 
terest, and  desires  to  contribute  to  your  hap- 
piness; he  has  charged  me,  thereiore,  to 
o!fer  you  his  mediation,  in  order  to  make 
peace  between  you  and  the  Beys. 

The  Pacha  thanked  me  wannlv  and  sin- 
cerely for  the  interest  u'liich  the  Fii'st  Consul 
tock  in  his  behalf,  but  he  protested  to  me, 
tiiat  he  had  the  most  positive  orders  from  his 
court,  to  make  a  war  of  extermination  upon 
the  Beys,  and  not  to  enter  into  any  arrange- 
ment with  them.  I  observed,  that  the  un- 
fortunate circumstances  which  had  happened 
to  the  Ottoman  troops  (they  had  been  beaten 
five  times  successively  by  the  Mamelouks), 
rendered  their  position  very  ciitical,  and  that 
ohsf;n?.cv   expc^ed    th>?rp  <o  <!■(-  ]<  •^^  ■^;'  the 


her  intendant  had  already  prayed  of  me  that  I 
would  grant  her  an  interview.  I  informed 
her,  that  the  First  Consul  had  charged  me  to 
interpose  my  mediation,  in  order  to  make 
their  peace  with  the  Sublime  Porte  ;  but  that 
the  Pacha  had  ordered  that  no  negociation 
should  be  entered  into.  1  employed  that  day 
and  the  following  in  visiting  the  citadel,  the 
isle  of  Ro  da  Gizc  Boidak,  and  all  the  other 
little  forts  which  surround  the  city.  The 
Turkish  soldiers  murmured  to  see  me  visit  their 
forts,  but  I  feigned  not  to  hear  them,  and  con- 
tinued my  course  arid  my  observations.  On 
the  29th,  in  returning  lo  Fort  Dupuy,  a  sol- 
dier menaced  me  with  his  attagan  ;  but  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  citv  testified  highly  their 
indignation  against  him,  I  did  not  stop  at  his 
menaces,  and  continued  my  route.  A  mo- 
ment afterwards  Mustapha  Oukil,  one  of  the 
cliieft  of  the  city,  passed  before  me  on  horse- 
back. .,  In  pf.ssing,  he  reprcac'  ed  my  guides 
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with  marching  before  a  Ciiristian,  anJ  aliove 
all,  before  a  Frenchman,  and  menaced  them 
with  the  bastinado  after  my  departure.  1 
could  not  be  silent  under  such  an  insult ;  and 
upon  my  return  I  sent  Citizen  Joubert  to  the 
Pacha,  to  make  my  complaint,  and  de- 
mand a  pro.npt  redress.  I  declared  to  him 
that  I  expected  this  man  would  come  publicly 
tome  to  ask.  my  pardon,  place  himself  at  my 
disposal,  and  implore  my  pity.  He  found 
that  Mustapha  was  greatly  protected  by  the 
Pacha,  and  wanted  to  arrange  it  otherwise ; 
but  I  persisted  by  declaring  formally  to  the 
Pacha,  ti.atif  t  .is  reparation  was  not  inade  in 
the  manner  in  whicii  I  demanded  it,  I  should 
instantly  depart,  and  immedia'ely  write  to 
Paris  and  Constantinople  to  state  my  com- 
plaint. This  declarat.on  produced  all  the 
effect  which  I  expected ;  and  Mustapha, 
alarmed,  came  on  the  following  day  to  me, 
conducted  bv  Rosetti,  and  he  publicly  asked 
my  pardon,  and  put  himself  at  my  dis[)osal. 
1  told  him  tiiat  ray  first  intention  had  been  to 
cut  off  his  head,  and  that  I  only  gave  him 
his  life  at  the  solicitations  of  the  Pacha  and 
M.  Roseiti ;  but  if  in  future  he  should  ever 
insult  the  P'rench,  or  those  in  their  suite,  his 
destruction  would  be  inevitable.  This  affair, 
which  was  instantly  spread  throughout  the 
whole  city,  produced  the  best  effect.  The 
same  day  m\  attempt  was  made  to  excite  f-e 
Albanese  against  me.  Two  letters  from  Ro- 
setta,  written  by  English  Protegees,  assured 
that  there  had  been  seen  upon  the  coasts  of 
Naroli  a  French  lieet  of  300  sail ;  that  we 
were  marc  ing  against  Constantinople,  and 
that  my  visit  to  Egypt  had  no  other  object 
but  to  deceive  them,  and  blind  them  to  their 
dangers.  I  made  the  merchant  come  to  rne 
who  had  received  t  :e  letter :  I  made  him  give 
it  me — I  instantly  sent  it  to  t  .e  Pacha  him- 
self, telling  him  that  this  absard  news  was 
spread  to  occasion  disorders,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  alter  the  good  understanding  which 
existed  between  France  and  the  Sublime 
Porte ;  and  I  guaranteed  the  falsehood  of  it 
with  my  head.  The  Pac'^a  had  discovered 
the  snare,  and  did  not  fall  into  it.  He  even 
communicated  to  me  a  letter  from  Genej-al 
Stuart,  which  he  had  just  received,  and  to 
which  was  joined  an  order  of  the  day,  of  the 
First  Consul,  when  he  commanded  the  army 
of  Egypt.  This  order  of  the  day  was  dated 
in  August  1799,  and  recalled  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Egyptians,  that  Constantinople 
was  tributary  to  Arabia,  and  that  the  time  was 
now  come  to  restore  Cairo  to  its  supremacy, 
and  to  destroy  the  Eastern  empire  of  the  Otto- 
mans. General  Stuart  begged  the  Pacha  to 
consider  the  spirit  of  that  order,  and  to  judge 
from  it  of  our  attachment,  and  of  our  peace 
with  the  Turks.      1    was    indi'j;nant  to  find 


that  a  soldier  of  one  of  the  most  polite  nations 
of  JLurope  should  degrade  himself  io  far  as  to 
iiisti;j^ate  assassination,  by  means  ',>.!  such  an 
insinuation — the  Pacha  treated  me  with  the 
greatest  politeness,  and  the  English  at  Cairo 
were  witnesses  of  the  attachment  of  that  city 
(o  the  t'rcncli.  I  received  a  deput?.lion  fronl 
die  Monks  of  Mount  Sinai,  whom  I  recorn- 
mended  to  the  Pacha  :  I  wrote  to  their  supe- 
rior, to  assure  them  of  the  friendship  arid 
protection  of  the  iii-st  Consul.  The  Monks 
of  the  Propaganda  at  Cairo,  whoni  i  placed 
under  the  national  protection  which  they  en- 
joyed before  the  war,  celebrated  a  Te  Dann 
'or  the  prosperity  of  the  First  Consul.  I 
assisted  at  this  ceremony,  at  which  all  the 
Christians  of  Cairo  were  present.  The  even- 
ing before  my  departure  (the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber) I  had  another  interview  wish  the  Pacha, 
and  recom.mended  all  the  Christians  of  Cairo 
to  his  protection,  aswellasthe  Turks,  who, 
during  the  residence  of  the  French  in  Egypt, 
were  connected  with  t!  em.  He  not  only 
promised  to  respect  them,  but  even  to  treat 
them  v\'i»h  bounty.  On  the  ;Jd,  I  set  out  in 
a  conveyance  of  the  Pacha's,  in  order  to  re- 
pair to  Damietta.  The  Pacha  ordered  me 
to  be  escorted  to  Boulak,  with  the  same  ho- 
nours that  1  received  on  the  day  of  my  ar- 
rival. I  had  written  to  Captain  Gourdin,  to 
repair  to  Damietta  with  the  frigate,  in  order 
to  convey  me  to  Syria.  On  the  5th  I  stopped 
a  short  time  at  Simenoud,  and  aftenvards  at 
Mansoura,  where  I  saw  the  commandant  of 
the  city  and  the  Cheik  Esseid-Muhammed- 
El-Chenaoni,  who  came  to  see  me,  as  we  1 
as  all  the  other  cheiks.  I  spoke  to  them 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  cheiks 
of  Egypt,  and  received  the  same  promises  of 
attachment.  The  Tower  of  Mansoura  is  de- 
stroyed. The  same  day  I  arrived  at  Dami- 
etta. The  next  day  I  went  to  Ahmed-Pacha 
Belli!,  a  creature  of  the  Grand  Vizier's ;  he 
returned  my  visit  the  same  day.  He  con- 
ducted himself  perfectly  well  to  me  during 
m^y  stay  in  thai  city.  On  the  7th  I  went  to 
visit  the  fort  of  Lcsbc  and  the  towers  of  Bb- 
gaz.  They  have  not  continued  the  works  of 
tl;at  fort,  which  is  in  a  bad  state  :  these  of 
Bogaz  are  in  a  good  condition.  There  is  a 
garrison  of  200  men  in  the  fort  and  in  the 
towers.  On  the  .Sth  I  received  the  visit  of 
Hassan  Toubar :  his  inliuence  over  the  inha- 
bitants of  Mensale  is  still  the  same.  On  the 
9th  I  went  to  Senenie,  where  I  saw  the 
Cheik  Ibrahim-El-Behlout,  he  who  behaved 
so  well  to  the  French  under  the  orders  of 
General  Vial,  when  they  were  taken  and  im- 
prisoned. The  First  Consul  had  exempted 
his  village  from  all  contributions.  I  saw  all 
the  chieks  at  Damietta,  particularlv  Ali 
Khasaki,  whom  the  First  Consul  had  invested 
*  G   2 


1095] 


PUBLIC  PAPERS  ON  the 


[i09«. 


with' a  pelisse  :  he  is  possessed  of  great  cre- 
dit,   and  is   much  attached  to  the  French. 
There  are  at  Damiclta  two  Christians,  who 
are  men  of  merit,  and    may  be    very  useful 
to  us :  they  are  M.    Bazile  and  Don   Bazile. 
Tliev  are  possessed  of  good  information,  have. 
very'  considerable   fortunes,    and   are    very 
highly  respected.     In   Ei^ypt,    chiefs,    mer- 
chant's people,  all  like  to  talk  of  the  First 
Consul ;  all  offer  up  prayers  for  his  happi- 
ness.    All   the    news   which    concerns    him 
spreads  from  Alexandria  or  Damietta  to  the 
Pyramids  and  the  Grand  Caiaracts  with  asto- 
nishing rapidity.     Oi\  the    l-ith  the   frigate 
arrived  at  Bogaz  from  Damietta  :  I  immedi- 
ately set  out  for  Acre,  at  which  place  I  ar- 
rived on  the  19th.     The  '20ih  of  November, 
in  the  morning,  I   dispatched   Citizens  Jou- 
bert  and  Legrange  to  Dgezzar-Pacha,  with  a 
letter,  in  which   I  stated  to  him,  that  peace 
beino^  concluded  between    France   and  the 
Porte,  the  relations  of  commerce  should  be 
re-established  on  the  footin?^  they  stood  be- 
fore the  war,  and  that  I  was  charged  by  the 
First  Consul  to  confer  with  him  on  these 
objects.     I  begged  of  him  to  answer  me  in 
writing,  if  he  was  inclined  to  treat  with  me. 
In    some  hours   the    messengers    returned : 
Dg-^zzar  had  received  them  coldly.     He  ex- 
pres-^ed  his  desire  to  see  me  personally,  but 
was  unwilling  to  write.     Every  body  advised 
me   not  to   see   him,  without  an   assurance 
written  by  himself;  but  this  he  appeared  un- 
willing to  do  :  but  notwithstanding  this  cau- 
tionary advice,  and  his  obstinate  refusal  to 
write,  \  determ.ined  to  repair  myself  imme- 
diately to  Acre.     I  repaired  to  the  house  of 
the  Commissary  of  the  Seven  Isles.     Very 
soon  after,  the  Drogoman  of  the  Pacha,  in- 
formed of  my  arrival,  came  to  conduct  me  to 
the  Pacha,  who  received  me  in  an  apartment 
where    he  was  unattended,  and  which  was 
\yit{iout  any  other  furniture  than  a  carpet. 
jrle  had  on  one  side  of  him  a  pistol  with  four 
barrels,  a  small  air-gun,  a  sabre,  and  a  hat- 
chet.    After  enquiring  as  to  my  health,  he 
asked  me,  whether  J  was  not  persuaded  that 
our  end  is  pre-ordained  in  heaven,  and  that 
nothing   could   change  our   destiny.     I  an- 
swered that  I  believed,  as  he'  did,    in  pre- 
; destination,      lie   continued   to    speak    for 
some    time   en    that  subject.  "  I  perceived, 
however,  that  he  atfocted  a  degree  sf  sim- 
plicity, but  that,  at  the  same  tirhc,'  he  vished 
;  to  pass  for  a  man  of  wit,  as  ',veli  as  for  z  just 
man.     Hferepeared  several  times,  *  It  is  said, 
thai  Dgezzaf  is  barbarous  :  this  is  false  ,"  he  is 
-but  ju^t  an^  severe.   RequL^t  of  trie  First  Con- 
,  sul  not  to  strnd  me,  as  comnuasary  of  ccmmer- 
;  pial  relations,  a  lame  or  a  blind  man ;    be- 
,  cause  such  u  person  would  be  sure  to  saA', 
f. that.  Dgezijar  had  mad-:;  him  so.'     Sooa  after 


be  said,  *  I  desire  that  the  comnvissary  you 
may  send  shall  reside  at  Seide,  as  tr^at  is  the. 
most  commercial  port  in  my  dominions :  be- 
sides,   it  is  not  necessary  he   should    reside, 
here,  where  I  shall  be   myself  the    French 
commissary,    and  shall  take  care  ti  at   your. 
countrymen    be    well    received,     I    highly 
esteem  the  French.     In  stature   Bonaparte  is 
small,  but  he  is  nevertheless  the  greatest  of 
mankind.     1  know  that  he  is  greatly  regretted 
at  Cairo,  wliere  they  wish  to  see  him  again. 
I  m^ade  a  few  observations  on  the  peace  be- 
tween France  and  the  Poi-te  ;  to  which  he  an- 
swered, '  Do  you  know  why  I  have  thus  re- 
ceived, and  feel  so  much  pleasure  at  seeing 
you  ?    It  is  because  you  come  unauthorized  by 
a  finnan,  and  without  any  orders  from   the 
Divan.     I  have  the  greatest  contempt  for  its 
blind  Vizier.     They  say  that  Dgezzar   is  a 
Bosnian,  a  man  of  straw,  and  cruel  to  excess  ; 
but  neverfhclcss,  I  can  stand  the  ordeal.     X 
was  once  poor.     My  ;father  had  nothing  to 
bequeath  me  but  courage.     I  have  achieved 
my  own  elevation  by  dint  of  exertion.    This, 
however,    does   not   make    me    proud,    and 
Dgezzar,  perhaps,  will  soon  finish  his  career; 
not  that  he  is  old,  as  his  enemies  report,  (he 
then  pierformed  some   of  the  manoeuvres  of 
the  Mamelukes,  in  their  mode  of  rising  their 
arms,    &c.    which  he  really  executed  with 
surprising  adroitness  and  agihty),  but  because, 
most  likely,  God  will  have  it  so.     The  King 
of  France,  once  so  powerful,  has   perished. 
Nebuchadnezzar,    the  greatest  of  all  kings, 
was,  when  his  time  was  come,  killed  by  a' 
fly,  &c.'     He  made  several   other  observa- 
tions in  this  strain,  and  afterwards  spoke  of 
the  motive?  which  induced  him  to  make  war 
upon  the  French  army :  from  the  whole  of 
his  dem.canour  it  could  easily  be  seen,  that  he 
wished  to  be  on  good  terms  with   the  First 
Consul,  and  that  he  stifled  his  resentments. 
The  following  is  the  apologue,  which  he  used 
to  demonstrate  the  causes  of  his  resistance.' 
'   A  black  slave,'  he  said,  '  after  a  long  jour- 
ney, in  which  he  had  suffered  the  greatest 
privations,  arrived  at  a  little   field  of  sugar 
canes:    he  stopped    therein,    and   indulged 
himself  in  partaking  of  the  delicious  liquor 
they  afforded  ;  and  at  length  was  determined 
to  remain  on  the  spot.     Very  soon  after,  two 
travellers,  who  had  followed  him,  came  up. 
The  first  said  to  him,  Salamalle  (the  mode  of 
wishing  health).     The  devil  take  it,  answered 
the  black.  The  second  traveller  then  approach- 
ed, and  enquired  why  he  had  answered  in  such 
a  way  to  so  good  a  wish.    I  had  very  good  rea- 
son'lor  it,  replied  he  ;  if  I  had  answered  in  a 
friendly  manner,  the  man  would  have  entered 
into'  tonversation  with  me,    and  afterwards 
sat  down  beside  me;  he  would  have  psrtaken 
of  ruy  rcirc;.h;:icnts,  ar,d  finding  th^m  desire- 
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able,  would  have  endeavovired  to  obtain  ex- 
clusive possession.'     I  recommended  to  the 
favourable  attention  of  Dgezzar  the  Chriijtians 
and  the  coavtiitsat  Nazareth  ^nd  Jerysalenv: 
he  assured  me  that  he  would  treat  them  with 
much  regard.     I  did  not  forget  the  IVJutuales, 
and  received  the  same  assyrancc  in  their  be- 
half.    Dgezzar   frequently  observed  to   me. 
that  his  word  M'as,  with   hjm,    more  sacred 
than  treaties.     Our   conversation  was  inter- 
rupted for  some  moments  by  s^  kind  of  mili- 
tary  music,  which   he  performed  in  a  very 
agreeable  ctyle.     The  palace  of  Dgezzar  is 
built  with  much  taste  a^nd  elegance  *,  but,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  apjirtments,  a  number  of 
turnings  are  necessary.     At  the  foot  uf  ^he 
staircase,  however,  is  situated  a  prison,  the 
gate  of  which  is  allowed  to  be  open  from  noon 
till  evening.     I  saw  a  number  of  the  unfor- 
tunate inhabitants.     lr\  the  courts  X  observed 
twelve  field-pieces  well  mounted,  and  in  ad- 
mirable order.     Never,  did   I   encounter  a 
sight  more  hideous  or  repulsive  than,  that  of 
the  minister  of  Dgezzar,  whom  I  met  in  going 
out.     The  Pacha  had  caused  one  of  his  eyes 
to  be  put  out,  and  his  nose  and  ears  to  be  cut 
plf.     I  saw  in  the  town  more  than  a  hundred 
individuals  in  the  same  state.     On  beholding 
the  domestics  of  Dgezzar,  and  even  the  inha- 
bitants of  Acre,  one  would  imagine  himself 
in  the  resorts  of  brigands  ready  to  assassinate. 
This  monster  has  imprinted  the  mark  of  his 
ati-ocious  character  upon  every  thing  within 
the  limits  of  his  power.     I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing,  while  at  Acre,  the  Procura- 
leur  of  the  Propaganda,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Holy  Land.     Of  the   former,    and   of   the 
Commissary  of  the  Seven  Isles,  I  collected 
some    information    concerning  the    present 
■state  of  Syria,  and  the  fortifications  of  Acre, 
of  which  I  had  seen  but  a  part :  I  was  not 
suffered    to   visit   them.      The    Procurateur 
of  the  Holy  Land  is  grateful  to  the  First  Con- 
sul for  the  protection  he  had  afforded  the 
monks.     He  assured  me  that  my  recommen- 
dation   to   Dgezzar    would  be    very  useful. 
He  hinted  to  me  Dgezzar's  earnest  wishes  to 
be  on  good  terms  with  the  First  Consul.     It 
is  certain  that  the  former  behaved  very  well 
to  the  crew  of  a  French  vessel  which  put  into 
Acre   shortly    before    my  arrival.     Dgezzar 
occupies  all  Palestine,  with  the  exception  of 
i^aifa,  where  Aboumarak  Pacha  has  been  be- 
:  sieged  nearly  live  months,  by  a  force  of  9000 
men.     This  operation  prevents  Dgezzar  from 
carrying  on  hostilities  with  the  desired  vigour 
against  the  Emir  of  the  Druses,  who,  for  the 
.,  space  of  a  year,    had  paid  him  no  tribute. 
bTripoli  is  tranquil  at  present :  it  is  differcnJL 
.I'at   Aleppo,    whence    the.  i'acha   has    beei) 
;.;.driven,     Daniascus  is  in  ope;i  rebellion  as-ains't 
'^he.  Porte;  not  orily  has  the  P.'icha  of  t:Ic  Dif 


van  been  expelled,  biif  the  Aga;  who  t:o\ti~'^ 
manded  the  citadel  for  the  Turks,  has  beeft-' 
delivered  up  by  the  soldiers  to  the  iiisurgents,- 
\yho  have  decapitated  him.     Tripoli  is  now 
under   a   rebellious  Pacha,    vv'h^  is   a   crea- 
ture of  Dgezzar  ;    who  has   Jafely   ordered 
him  to  protect  tlie  pilgrims  from  Metca.     In 
a  word,  all  Syria  is  with  Dgezzaf,  and  the 
Ottomans  are  as  much  detested  here  as  in 
Egypt.     The    Mutuales    live   peaceably    in 
their   villages;    they    have,    however,    been 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  borders  of  the  sea. 
Aboumarak  is  now  at  the  last  extremifv  :  ihis 
man  is  equally  inconsiderate  and  cruel,  and 
is  surpassed  o;dy   by  Dgezzar.     The  Chris- 
tians are   even  more  in   dread  of  him,  and 
tremble  for  their  future  situation.   The  monks 
of  the  convent  of  Jaffa  have  withdrawn   to 
Jerusalem.     The  21st  November  I  quitted 
Acre.     As  the  winds  were  unfavourable  to 
a  voyage  to  Jatfa,  I  set  sail  for  Zante,  where 
I    arrived    the    4th    December.      I    landed 
the   same  day,  but  the  ship's  company  wcr^o 
put  under  quarantine.    I  repaired  to  the  house 
of  the  French  commissary,  escorted  by  the 
officers  of  health.     I  soon  learned  that  the  Isle 
and   the  Republic  were  sjtUt  into  differciit 
parties,  and  that  even  the  tranquillity,  of  lh<^ 
place  was  threatened.     I  assembled  thertieni^ 
bers  of  the  constituted  authorities,  and  the 
principal  persons  of  the  town,  at  the  house 
of  the  governor,  M.  de   Calishipode.  '   Af- 
ter having   represented  to  them  the  interest 
which  the  First  Consul  took  in  their  welfare,' 
I   Induced   them  to  lay  aside  that  spirit  of 
party  which  distracted   t!-ejTi,   and    to  wait 
without  passion,  and  in  silence,  the  new  coiv 
stitution.     These  few  words  were  r&ceived 
with  enthusiasm,  and  ail  of  thehi  exclaimed'^ 
'  France    for    ever,    Bonaparte  fof    ever  r 
These  cries  were  reiterated  on  my -going  out 
by  more  th;ln  4000  men,  who  followed  m6 
to  the  door.     The  governor  arxl  the  Russian 
commandant  were  alarmed  at  it;  aud  I  learn- 
ed by  the  French  commissary,-  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  that  two  of  the  leading  men  were 
sent  to  prison,  but  that,  on  his  solicitations, 
and  fearful  of  my  reproaches,  thev  were  set  at 
liberty  in  the  course  of  the  night.     I  went  to 
t.':e   Conciergerie,    and    1  ad    the    govejnor 
brought  there.     I  spoke  to  him  strongly  on 
the  irregularity  of  hij  conduct :  he  was  alarm- 
ed, and  promised  that  he  would  look  upon 
those  who  cried  out,  '  Live  the  First  Consul  1' 
as  good  citizens,  and  in  future  treat  theim  as 
such.     As  he  sent,  in  tlie  Course  of  the  night, 
a  courier  to  his  government,  and  I  had  rea- 
son to  believe   he  had  made  a  wrong  report, 
I  immediately  wrote  to  the  Charge  d'Affaires 
of  the    Republic  at  Corfou,  io  inform  him 
what  had  passed,  and  (hat  I  was  setting  of?" for 
Messina.     1  do  not  slrav  from  the -h-uthin 
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assuring  you,  that  the  islands  of  the  Ionian 
Sea  will  declare  themselves  French  as  soon  as 
an  opportunity  shall  offer  itself. 

En^rlish  Army  in  I'-gj/fU. — That  army,  com- 
manded bv  General  Stuart,  consists  of  44.'30 
men.  They  wholly  and  exclusively  occup}- 
Alexandria  and  (tie  neighbouring  forts.  The 
Turks,  who  formed  the  garrison  of  some  of 
these  forts,  have  been  removed.  Lately  the 
Enc^iish  general  has  occupied  Demanhcur 
with  100  infantry  and  100  horse,  under  the 
pretext  of  curbing  the  Arabs.  The  English 
have  made  no  necess::ry  works  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  forts ;  the  palisades  are  almost 
entirely  destroyed,  and  the  branches  occa- 
sioned'by  the  rains  have  very  much  damaged 
all  the  nev.'  fortlficalions.  They  occupy  none 
of  the  works  which  are  beyond  the  line  of 
the  Arabs,  and  all  the  redoubts  which  existed 
at  the  departure  of  the  French  army  are  de- 
stroyed. The  Pacha  of  Cairo  furnishes  to 
tlie  English  army  corn,  rice,  wood,  and  pro- 
visions, without  any  payment.  The  con- 
sumption is  treble  what  it  should  be :  they 
commit  great  waste.  A  great  misunderstand- 
ing reigns  between  General  Stuart  and  the 
Pacha. 

STATE    OF    THE    ARMY. 

Dillon's  regiment — emigrants           -  450 

British  chasseurs — ditto           -           -  3.50 

Role's  regiment — S\^'iss          -          -  600 

Wettevillc's  regiment — ditto           -  C80 

The  10th  regiment  of  inftmtry — English  600 

The  61st  regiment  infantry — ditto      -  650 

The  SSth  regiment  infantry — ditto      -  400 

Dragoons  of  the  26th  light — ditto       -  330 

Artillerv— ditto         -            -           -  150 


Total 


4430 


The  TurJdsh  Army. — Muhammed,  Pacha  of 
Cairo,  who  has  taken,  it  is  not  known  why, 
the  title  of  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  does  not  com- 
mand the  troops  in  person.  Muhammed  Aly- 
Serr-Chersme,  who  had  the  command  since 
my  ?rrival,  was  killed  before  Gaza  ;  they  are 
now  under  the  orders  of  Jussef  Kiahia.  Tair 
is  Pacha  of  the  Arnaoutes,  who  compose  the 
greatest  part  of  this  army,  amounting  to  about 
16,000  men.  They  from  time  to  time  re- 
ceive reinforcements.  Chourchid-Ahmed,  a 
Pacha  of  two  tails,  is  at  Alexandria  with  600 
men,  who  occupy  no  fortification.  This  Pacha 
is,  as  one  may  say,  a  prisoner  with  the  English. 
The  Turkish  army  consists  of  7640  men,  and 
that  of  the  Arnaoutes  of  8500,  making  a  whole 
of  1 6, 1 40.  It  is  useless  to  add,  that  this  is 
not  an  army;  they  are  men  ill  armed,  without 
discipline,  without  confidence  in  their  chiefs, 
and  enervated  by  excessive  debauchery.  The 
chiefs  are  in  every  thing  like  their  soldiers; 
ignorant  even  of  the-  first  principles- of  the 


military  art ;  and  uniformly  actuated  by  the 
love  of  wealth,  they  think  of  nothing  but  o^ 
obtaining  it,  and  of  finding  the  means  of  car- 
rying it  off  in  safety  Six  thousand  French 
A\'ould  at  present  be  enough  to  conquer 
Egypt. 

Army  of  the  Ma^nelukes. — The  army  of  the 
Beys  is  composed  of  3000  Mamelukes,  of 
3500  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Ababde  of  Chark, 
and  of  3500  of  the  tribe  of  Binialy.  Muham- 
med Eev  Elfv  married  the  daughter  of  the 
Cheik  of  the  first,  and  Maarzouk  Bcv,  son  of 
Ibrahim.  B.ei?-,  \\k  daughter  of  (he  Cheik  of  the 
tribe  ofBiniah;  The  powerin  this  army  is  divid- 
ed between  Ibrahim  Bey,  who  is  the  chief,  Eley 
Bey  and  OsmanBey,  who  ha?  succeeded  Mu- 
rad  Bev.  Their  head-quarters  are  at  Djcrge. 
They  have  80  French  deserters,  which  form  a 
small  corps  of  artillery.  To  the  present  time 
thev  have  beat  the  Turks  in  every  action,  and 
the  Egvptians  prefer  them  to  the  Osmanlis. 
The  whole  of  Upper  Egypt  has  submitted  to 
them. 

Sijrin. —  .Icre.  The  body  of  this  place  has 
been  repaired ;  the  port  has  been  covered 
with  a  small  horned  work,  and  the  tower  of 
the  angle  by  a  half-moon.  They  have  like- 
wise made  a  small  flechc,  in  front  of  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Pacha.  All  the  works  are  well 
kept.  The  weakest  part  is  that  tov/ards  the 
sea,  and  particulurly  the  point  which  defends 
the  entrance  of  the  port.  The  forces  of 
Dgezzar  are  at  present  1 3  or  I  4,000  m.en,  of 
which  9,000  are  employed  at  the  siege  of 
.laffa.  Jerusalem  and  Nazareih  are  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  the  Pacha  of  Acre.  The 
Naplons.iins  ser\'e  against  Aboumarsk. — Jaf- 
fa. The  \'izier,  after  the  taking  of  Egypt, 
caused  the  body  of  the  place  to  be  re-con- 
structed, which  is  il  present  in  a  very  good 
state.  Aboumarak,  Prxha  of  Palestine,  who 
defends  this  place,  has  a  garrison  of  4000 
men.  Gaza  is  occupied  by  400  troops  of 
Aboumarak.  The  Emir  of  the  Druses  has 
refused  to  Degezzar  his  annual  contribution, 
and  has  raised  a  respectable  armament.  The 
Pacha  waits  till  the  fall  of  Jaffa  to  attack 
him.  The  English  wished  to  interfere  as 
mediators  between  the  Emir  and  Dgezzar, 
but  the  last  refused  their  mediation.  The 
Porte  has,  at  this  moment,  little  connexion 
with  Syria. 

(Signed)         Horace  Sebastiani. 

No.  2. 
Paris,  3  Ventose,  Feb.  22. 

ACTS    or    THE    GOVERNMENT. 

Decree  of  the  Government  of  the  '2\st  Fe- 
bruary.— The  government  of  the  republic  de- 
crees, that  a  view  of  the  present  situation  of 
the  repu!)lic  shall  he  carried  to  the  legislative 
body  by  the  messengers  of  the  government, 
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and  also  the  same  be  inserted  in  the  biillctin 
of  the  laws. 

(Signed)     Bonaparte,  First  Consul. 
By  order  of  the  First  Consul, 
(Signed)     H.  B.  M.vret,  Secretary  of  State. 

VIEW    OF   THE   STATE    OF  THE   Rhl  UUl.IC. 

Events  luivc  neither  frustrated  the  wishes 
nor  disappointed  the  expectations  of  govcrn- 
vernment.     The    .Le;j;islative    Body,    on   re^ 
suaiing  its  labours,  has  the  satisfaction  of  find- 
ing the  republic  strengtlicned  by  the  union 
of  its  citizens,  more  active  in  its  pursuits  of 
industry,  and  more  confident  in  its  prospect-s 
of  prosperity.     The  execution  of  the  Con- 
cordat,   from  which   the  enemies  of  public 
order    still    ventured    to   conceive    criminal 
hopes,  has  almost  every  where  produced  the 
most  beneficial  effects.     The  principles  of  an 
enlightened  religion,  the  voice  of  the  sove- 
reign PontitF,  the  firmness  and  perseverance 
of  government  have  triumplied  over  every 
obstacle.      Mutual  sacrifices   have    reunited 
the  ministers  of  religion;  enlightened  reason, 
and  cordial  unanimity  have  revived  the  Gal- 
lican  Church ;  and  the  happiest  change  has 
already  manifested  itself  in  the  public  morals. 
Every  day  produces  a  more  perfect  coinci- 
dence of  opinion  and  of.sentiment.  Childhood 
is  more  docile   to  the  instructions  of  parents, 
and  youth  more  submissive  to  the  authority 
of  magistrates.      The  conscription   goes  on 
smoothly   in  those  very  places,   where   the 
mere  name  of  conscription  was  suificient  to 
stimulate  insurrection,  and  to  serve  the  coun- 
try is  now  become  a  dutv   of  religion.     In 
those  departments  which  the  First  Consul  vi- 
sited, he  every  where  received  pledges,  and 
observed  proofs  of  a  return  to  those  princi- 
ples which  constitute  the  strengdi  and  the 
happiness  of  society.     In  the  departments  of 
the  Eure,  the  Lower  Seine,    the  Oise,  the 
,inhabitants   proudly    exult    in    the   national 
glory.     They  are  sensible  to  their  full  extent 
of  the  advantages  of  equahty.  ,  They   hail 
with  blessmgs  the  restoration  of  peace  ;  they 
receive  with  blessings  the  re-estabiishment  of 
pnbiic  worship.     These  a'-e  the  tie  that  bind 
down  every  heart  to  the  state  and  the  consti- 
tution.    It  is  the  duty  of  government  to  che- 
rish and  direct  these  auspicious  dispositions. 
Other  forms  of  worship  have  been  regularly 
organized.     Consistories  are  form.ed  of  en- 
lightened citizens,    tried  and  acknowledged 
defenders  of  public  order,  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty.     Public  instruction,  that  indis- 
pensible  support  of  society,  is  every  where 
sought  after  with  eagerness  and  alacrity.     Se- 
veral lyceums  have  already  been  opened ;  al- 
ready, as  government  had  well  foreseen,  a 
number  of  private  schools  aspire  to  the  rank 
of  the  secondary  schools.     The  whole  body 
©f  ciLize:is  sliew  fj^eir  coavJct'on  that  there 


can  be  no  happiness  without  the  light  of  edu- 
cation ;  that,  without  talents  and  information, 
there  can- be  no  equahty  but  tiiat  of  misery 
aud  servitude.     A  military  school  is  opened 
to-reeeive  the  youiig  defenders  of  the  countiy. 
Soidici-s,  they  will  learn  lo  support  the  life  of 
camps,  and  endure  the  latigues  of  war.     By 
lung  habits  of  obedience  they  will  be  trained 
up  to  the  art  of  commanding,  and  they  will 
bring  to  the  armies  courage  and  discipline, 
united  Vv'ith  talents  and  with  knowledge.     In 
the  Ivceurns,  as  well  as  in  the  military  school, 
the  youth  of  the  departments,  newly  incor- 
porated with  the  republic,  will  live  mingled 
without  any  distinction  with  the  youth  of  old 
France.     From  this  confusion  of  minds  and 
manners,  from  this  communication  of  habits 
and  of  dispositions,  trom  this  commixture  of 
interests,  of  projects,  and  of  hopes,  will  spring 
up  thai  fraternity,  v/hich  of  s.^veral  nations 
will  make  but  one  people,  destined  by  their 
position,  by  their  courage,  and  by  their  vir- 
tues, to  form  the  centre  of  union,  and  the 
example  of  Europe.     The  national  institute, 
which  has  itS'Sscendancy  over  public  instruc- 
tion, has  received  a  more  useful  direction, 
and  henceforward  will  exert  a  more  active 
influence  over  the  national  character,  over 
the  language  of  the  country,  and  over  the 
arts,  sciences,    and  literature.     In  order   to 
insure  the  stability  of  our  infont  institutions, 
in  order  to  remove  from  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lic the  spectre  of  discord  which  appeared  to 
them  in  the  periodical  return  of  elections  to 
the  suprenie  magistracy,  the  friends  of  the 
country  called  for  the  consulate  for  fife  to  be 
granted  to  the  first  magistrate.     The  people 
uptm  being  consulted  answered  to  their  call, 
and  the  senate  proclaimed  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple.    The  system  of  fists  of  eligibiUty'could 
not  resist  the  test  of  experience,    and  the 
force  of  public  opinion.     The  organization 
of  the  senate  was  incomplete.     The  national 
justice  was  left  to  be  administered  by  tribu- 
nals without  harmony,  and  without  depend- 
ence on  each  other.     There  was  no  autho- 
rity to  protect  or  to  reform  them  ;  no  tie  of 
resti*aint  to  subject  them,  to  one  common  dis- 
cipline. In  fine,  there  was  wanting  to  France 
a  power  to  reclaim  justice  itself,  the  power 
of  granting  pardon.    How  oflen  these  twelve 
years  past  has  that  power  been  implored ! 
How  many  unfortunates  have  flillen  the  vic- 
tims of  an   inflexible  sternness    vv'ith   which 
wise  men  reproached  our  lav.'s  !    How  many 
criminals  have  been  acquitted  through  a  false 
indulgence,  because  our  punishm.ents  were 
too  severe  !  A  senatus  consultum  has  restored 
to  the  people  the  exercise  of  those  rigiits 
which    the    Constituent   Assembly  h=id   ac- 
knowledged ;  but  it  has  restored  them  sur- 
ro'^ndgd  with  precautions,    which   _or?scrv,<^ 
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ihe.  people  from  errors  or  precipitation  in 
fheir  choice ;  with  precautions  which  guard 
the  influence  of  property,  and  the  preponde- 
rance of  enlightened  talents.     Should  the  fir^t 
magistracy  become  vacant,  the  duties  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  are  traced  out  for 
such  an  emergency  :  forms  of  certain  opera- 
tion guide  the  wisdom  and  the  liberty  of  their 
choice  ;  arid  the  quick  decision  of  that  choice 
deprives  ambition  of  the  means  of  conspiring, 
and  anarchy  of  the  means  of  destroying.  The 
cement  of  time  will  every  day   consolidate, 
more  and   more,  this  tutelary  institution.     It 
will  be  not  only  the  term  of  all  disquietudes, 
and  the  object  of  all  hopes,  but  likewise  the 
fairest  recdmpences  that  can  be  held  out  to 
public  services  and  public   virtues.     Justice 
embraces  all  the  tribunals  with  one  common 
bond.      They  have  each   their   subordinate 
station  and  their  censor  :  they  are  always  free 
in  the  exercise  of  their  functions;  always  in- 
dependent of  power,  but  never  independent 
of  the  laws.     The  privilege  of  granting  par- 
don when  the  interest  of  the  Republic  re- 
quires it,  or  when  circumstances    prescribe 
ijidulgence,  is  entrusted  to  the  hands  of  the 
First '^Magistrate ;  but  it  is  only  coulkled  to 
him  under  the  guard  of  justice  itself;  he  is  to 
exercise  it  only   under  the  eyes  of  a  council, 
and  after  having  consulted  the  severest  ora- 
cles of  the  law.     If  institutions  may  he  appre- 
ciated by  their  effects,  never  was  any  institu- 
tion more   important  in  its  result  than  the 
organic  Senatus  Consultum.     From  that  mp- 
ment  the  French  people  began  to  confide  in 
their  destiny;  property  began  loreassume  its 
former  value,  and  speculations  of  distant  view 
to  be  multiplied  ;— until  that  moment  every 
thing  seemed  to  tioat  in  v.acertaiiity.     The 
present  moment  was  cherished  ;  the  next  was 
a  subject  of  alarm,  and   the   enemies  of  _  the 
country  continued  to  cherish  hopes.     Since 
that  moment  they  are  reducti  to  impotence 
and  to  detestation.      The  island  oi   Elba  has 
been  ceded  to  France ;  that  acquisition  gives 
her  a  mild  and  industrious  people ;  two  fine 
ports,  a  productive  and   piecio'.is  mine :  but 
being  separated  from  France,  it  could  not  be 
intimately  united  wiihany  of  her  departments, 
or  subjected  to  the  regulations  of  a  common 
administration.     Principles    have  been  made 
to  bend  to  the  necessity   of  circumstances  ; 
exceptions  have    been   established    for    the 
Island  of  Elba,   which   its  position,  and  the 
public  interest  prescribed.     The  abdication 
of  the  sovereign,  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
tiie  necessity  of  existing  circumstances,  had 
pi  iced  Piedmont  under  the  power  of  France. 
Amidst  the  nations  that  surrounded  it,  with 
the  elements  that  composed    its   population^ 
Piedmont  was  unable  to  support  either  the 
wei!^"-ht  of  its  awn  Indepcridcu^e,  or.  the  ex- 


pences  of  a  monarchy.  United  to  France,  it  will 
reap  the  benefits  of  iis  security,  a^d  its  great-  ' 
ness;    its  laborious  and  enlightened  citizens 
will  exert  their  industry  and  their  talents  in. 
the  bosom  of  the  arts,  and  under  the  shade 
of  peace.     Security  and   tranqujliiiy    prevail 
in  the  interior  of  Frarice.      The  vigilance  of 
the    magistracy,     the     severity    of    jusrice, 
&nd     a     gendairmerie     vigorously    appointed,, 
and  directed  by  a  Commander,  grown  grey  in 
the  career  of  honour,  has  every  where  impress- 
ed terror  on  the  minds  and  the  attempts  of  the 
brigands.     Private  interest  has  1-aised  itself  to 
a  sentiment  of  public  intci-est.     Citizens  have 
nut  shrunk  from  attacking  those  whom  they 
formerly  dreaded,  even  when  they  were  chained 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  tribunals  of  justice. 
Whole  communes  have  taken  up  arms  and  de- 
stroyed the  brigands.     Foreigners  envy  the  se- 
curity of  our   public  roads,  and  that  public 
lorce,  which,  though  olten  invisible,  is  always 
present,  attend  on  their  footsteps,  and  watch' 
lor  their  protection,  without  any  necessity  of 
imploring  its  aid.     During  the  course  of  a 
difficult  year,  amidst  the  exigencies  of  a  gene- 
ral scarcity,  the  poor  looked  with  confidence 
to  the  care  of  government.      They  supported 
with   courage  the  privations  which  necessity, 
imposed  :  and  they  received  with  gratitude  the- 
succours  which  they  were  taught  to  expect. — ; 
The  crime  of  forgery  is  no  longer  encouraged?, 
by  the  hope  of  impunity.      The  ;£eal  of  the. 
tribunals  appointed    to  prosecute  and  punish' 
it,  and  the  just  severity  of  the  laws  have  at 
length  checked  the  progress  of  an  evil  which 
threatened   both  the  public  treasure,   and  the 
fortunes  of  individuah.     Our  cultivation  daily 
improves,  and  defies  the  most  boasted  agricul- 
tural systems  of  Europe.     Ji  every  department 
are  to  be  found  enlightenvd  farmers,  who  at-" 
ford  both  instruction  and  example.    Premiums'' 
have  been  held  out  for  iiriproving  the  breed  ofc 
horses;  aad  similar  encouragements  are  proi  ■ 
posed    for  the   improvement  of  wool   by  the; 
introduction  of  a  foreign  breed  of  sheep.  Zea-. 
lous  administrators  are  every  wh^rc  occupied 
in  tracing  oat  and   revealing  the  richness  of. 
our  soil,  and  in  disseminating  the  useful  plan* 
and  the  happy  results  which  experience  daily 
discovers.     Our    manufactures   multiply    andr 
receive  new  spirit  and  improvement.     While, 
they  emulate  each,  they  will  soon,  no  doubtj. 
become  the  rivals  of  the  most  renowned  manu-y 
factures  of  foreign  countries.  Henceforth  there, 
will  be  nothing  wanting  to  their  prosperity  but 
capitals  less  dearly  purchased.     But  capitalists 
bfgin  already  to  give  up  the  hazardous  specu-^ 
lations  of  stock-jobbing,  and  devote  their  at- 
tention to  the  improvement  of  land   and  the 
pursuit  of  useful  entcrprizes.  More  thau  twenty 
thousand    workmen,     who     were     dispersed 
throughout  Europe,  have  been  recalled  by  the 
attention  and  by  the  favours  of  Goy^rnment, 
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.\ni  will  soon  be  restored  to  our  manufactures. 
A  mong  our  manufactures  there  is  one  which  is 
almost    peculiar   to    France,    which    Colbert 
kindled  up  by  his  genius.  It  was  buried  under 
the  ruins  of  Lyons  :  Government  has  exerted 
all   its  ende.ivours  to  extricate  it.       Lyons  is 
again  restored  to  splendour  and  opuL-nce ;  al- 
ready do  its  manuhictures  impose  a  tribute  on 
the  hixury  of  Europe.     But  the  principle  of 
their  su:ce?s  is  to  be  found  in   the  luxury  of 
.France  itsrif ;  it  is  in  the  changehilness  of  our 
taste,  and  the  mutability  of  our  fashions,  that 
foreign  luxury  must  look  for  its  aiiment,  it  is 
it  that  gives  motion  and  life  to  an  immense  po- 
pulation,  who,  without  that  encouragement, 
must   lose   itself  in     corruption   and    misery. 
There  will  soon  be  at  Compiegne,  there  will 
soon  arise  on   the    confines  of  La  Vendee,  a 
number  of  Prytanees,  where  our  youth  will  be 
brought  up  in  habits  of  industry,  and  instructed 
in  the  mechanical  arts.     From  that  source  our 
dock-yards  and  our  manufactories  will  one  day 
draw  inspectors  to  direct  their  labours.    Four- 
teen   milli  ms   arising  out  of  the  barrier  tax, 
and    ten    millions  out  of  the  extraotdinaries, 
have   been  employed  during  the  year    to  in 
improving  the  public  roads,  in  keeping  up  the 
■old  communica:ions.      New  communications 
have  also  been  opened.    The  Simplon,  Mount- 
Cenis,  and  Mount  Genevre,  will  soon  open  a 
triple  and  easy  access  to  Italy  ;  a  high  road 
will  lead  from  Genoa  to  Marseilles ;  a  road  is 
chalk- d  cut  from  Saint  Esprit  to  Gap;  ano- 
ther from  Rennes  to  Brest,  through  Pontivy. 
At    Pontivy   establibhments   are   to  be  raised 
which  will  have  a  powerful  influence  over  the 
public  mind  of  the  departments  of  which  ci- 
devant  Britanny  was  composed  ;  a  canal  will 
introduce  into  it  new  seurcesof  commerce  and 
prosperity.     On  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  from 
Bingen  to  Coblentz,  a  necessary  road  is  cut 
through  inacessible  rocks.    The  neighbouring 
communes  associate  their  labours  to  the  sacri- 
fices of  the  public  treasury,  and  the  people  of 
the  other  bank,  who  ridiculed  the  folly  of  the 
enterprize,  are  astonished  and  confounded  at 
ihe  rapidity  of  the  execution.      A  great  num- 
ber of  workmen  are  employed  on  the  canal  of 
Saint  Quintin.    The  canal  of  Ourcq  is  opened, 
and  soon  will  Paris  people  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
its  wa;ers,  and  the  salubrity  and  the  embellish- 
ments which   they  promise.     The  canal   in- 
tended to  unite  the  navigation  of  the  Seine 
and  the  Saone,  of  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine, 
•is  almost  entireiv  finished  as  far  as  Dole,  and 
the  public  treasury  already  receives  in  the  in- 
cre.sed  price  of  wood,  to  which  that  canal 
opens  the    approach,    a  sum  equal    to    that 
which  it  has  furnished  for  the  continuance  of 
the  work.     The   canals  of  Argues,    Mortes, 
and  t!iC  Rlione,  the  draining  of  the  marshes 
of  the  Lower  Chnrentc,  are  begun,  and  will 
open  up  new  channels  to  commerce,  and  af- 
Voi..  lU. 


ford  new  lands  for  cultivation.     Works  are 
going  forward  for  the  reparation  of  the  d^•kes 
of  the  Isle  ofCadsand,  ofOstend,  of  the  Cotes 
du  Nbrd,  and  the  re-establishment  of  the  na- 
vigation of  our  rivers.     This  navigation  is  no 
longer  given  up  solely  to  the  labours  and  the 
cares  of  government.      The  ov/ners  of  boats 
plying  on  these  rivers  have  alrcdy  felt  that 
it  was  their  patrimony,  and  they  fix  on  them- 
selves the  taxes  by  vvnicii  the  works  are  to  be 
kept  in  proper  repair.    On  the  ocean  forts  are 
erecting  to  cover  the  roads  of  the  isle  of  Aix, 
and  to   protect  the  vessels  of  the  Republic. 
Every  where  fimds  are  raised  for  the  repara- 
tion and  improvement  of  our  ports.     A  new 
bason  and  locked   sluices  will  terminate  the 
harbour  of  Havre,  and  will  form  an  excellent 
port  for  the  commerce  of  La  Manche;     A 
company  of  pilots  is  formed  to  secure  the  safe 
navigation  of  L'Escaut,  and  to  free  foreign 
pilots  from  the  danger  to  which  an  unknown 
navigation  must  expose  them.     At  Antwerp 
labours  are  begun,  which  will  have  the  effect 
of  restoring  to  its  commerce  its  ancient  cele- 
brity, and  the  government  has  in  contempla- 
tion   a  pi  .n  for  forming  canals  to  unite   the 
navigation  of  the  ''scaut,  the  Mouse,  and  the 
Rhine,  to  give  to  our  docks  those  materials  of 
vvood  which  grows  in  our  own    soil,  and   to 
our  manuf^^ctures  a  perfection  which  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  other  countries  dispute  with  us 
on  our  own  territory.     The  islands  of  Marti- 
nique, Tobago,  and  St.  Lucie,  have  been  re* 
stored  to  us  with  all  the  elements  of  prosperity. 
Guadaloupe,  reconquered  and  pacified,  returns 
to  cultivation.     Guiana  rises  from  a  long  pro- 
tracted infancy,  and  assumes  a  flourishing  ap- 
pearance.    St  Domingo  had  submitted,  and 
the  author  of  its  troubles  was  in  France.-— 
Every  thing  announced  the  return  of  prospe- 
rity, but  a  cruel  malady  delivered  it  up  to  new 
miseries.     At  length  the  scom-ge  which  deso- 
lated our  army  has  ceased  its  ravages.     The 
forces  which  now  are  on  the  island,  and  those 
wdiich  will  speedily  arrive  from  our  different 
ports,  guarantee  the  prospect  of  its  speedy  re- 
turn to  peace   and  to  commercial  pursuits. 
Vessels  are  setting  sail  for  the  isles  of  France 
and  Re-union,  and  for  India.     Our  maritime 
commerce  is  seeking  to  renew  its  ancient  con- 
nections, to  form  new  relations  ;  and  by  these 
efforts  it  gains  new  strength.     Already  happy 
experience  and   wise   encouragements  have 
reanimated  a  spirit  for  engaging  in  the  fishery 
Vv'hich   was  long  the   patrimony  of  France." 
Commercial  expeditions  still  more  important 
are  formed  or  projected  for  the   West-India 
Colonies,  the  Isle   of  France,  and  the  East 
Indies.     Marseilles    resunies  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean  its   antient  ascendancy.      Chambers 
of  commerce  have  been  restored  in  the  cities 
where   they   formerly  existed.      New   ones 
*  H 
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have  been  established  in  those  places,  ^'hich, 
bv  the  extent  of  their  operations  and  the  im- 
portance of  their  manufactures,  have  appear- 
ed to  deserve  them.     In  these  associations, 
formed  by   persons  whose  situation  entitles 
them  to  the  honour  of  choosing  the  mem- 
bers, the  spirit,  as  well  as  the  science  of  com- 
merce will  revive.     There  its  interests  will 
be  developed,  inseparable  from  the  interests 
of  the  state.     The  merchant  will  there  learn 
to  place,  in  preference  to  riches,  the  consi- 
deration which  honours  them,  and  before  the 
enjoyments  of  a  vain  luxury,  that  wise  eco- 
nomy which  fixes  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  the  confidence  of  strangers.    De- 
puties, chosen  from  the  different  chambers, 
will  discuss,  in  the  presence  of  government, 
the  interests  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
and  the  laws  and  regulations  which  circum- 
stances may  require.     In  our  forces,  by  sea 
and  land,  instruction  and  the  love  of  disci- 
pline are  sedulously  inculcated.     Responsi- 
bility becomes   more  rigid  in  our   military 
corps.      An    economical  administration   has 
succeeded  to  the  dilapidating  system  of  con- 
tracts.    The  soldier,  better  fed    and  better 
clothed,  understands  economy,  and  his  sav- 
ings,   which    he    throws    into   the    common 
stock,  attach  him  to  his  standard  as  well  as  to 
his  familv.     Every  branch   of  our  finances 
becomes  more  productive.     The   collection 
of  direct  contribution  is  less  rigorous  with  re- 
gard to  the  contributors.     In  the  year  six  it 
■was  reckoned  that  about  fifty  millions  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  of  taxes,  and 
payments  were  three  or  four  years  in  arrear.  ' 
At  this  moment  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  the 
collectors  is  not  above  tliree  millions,  and  the 
contributions  are   paid  even  before  they  are 
due.     All  the  rules  which  have  been  made, 
and  all  the  plans  of  admiuistration  which  have 
been  formed,  give  a  produce  still  increasing. 
The  rules  applicable   to   the    registering  of 
commercial  transactions  is  productive  to  a  de- 
gree, which  attests  the  rapid  movements  of 
capit.il  and  the  multiplicity  of  business  which 
is  transacted.     In  the  midst  of  so  many  signs 
of  prosperity,  the  excess  of  the  direct  con- 
tributions is  still  made  a  ground  of  complaint. 
The  government  has  learnt  from  every  one 
versed  in  the  principles  of  taxation,  that  the 
surcharge  consisted  chiefly  in  the  inequality 
of  the  mode  in   \\'hich  the   taxes  were  im- 
posed.     Measures   have    been    taken,    and 
are    earring    into   effect,    to    ascertain    the 
real  inequalities  which  exist  in  tl)e  different 
departments.     In  the  course  of  the  year  12, 
regular    and    simultaneous    operations    will 
hvive  ascertained  what  is  the  relation  which 
ought  to  exist  betwixt  the  contributions  of 
the  diirV^rent  departments,  and  what  in  each 
' 'PTrir.cni  is  the  just  rate  of  the  land   tax. 


The  moment  that  a  certain  result  has  been 
fixed,  the  government  will  give   orders  for 
those  alterations  which  justice  requires.     But 
in  the  course  of  this  year,  and  without  wait- 
ing for  those  results,  it  will  propose  an  im- 
portant diminution  in  the  land  tax.     Innova- 
tions are  still  proposed  in  our  financial  sys- 
tem ;  but  every  change  is  an  evil,  if  it  can- 
not be  satisfactorily  demonstrated  that  certaia 
advantage   would  result   from   it.     The  go- 
vernment will  seek  from  time  and  from  dis- 
cussions, weighed  with  all  possible  care,  the 
maturity  of  these  projects  which  inexperi- 
ence often  hazards ;  which  they  support  bj 
those  past  examples,  the  memory  of  which 
has    been    almost    effaced    from    the   public 
mind,  and  on  the  financial  doctrines  of  a  na- 
tion  which,    bv   unnatural  and  exaggerated 
efforts,  has  broke  through  every  measure  of 
public  contribution  and  expenditure.     With 
an  increase  of  revenue  which  no  one  ven- 
tured   to    calculate,    extraordinary    circum- 
stances have  led  to  wants  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  foresee.     It  was  necessary  to  re- 
conquer two  of  our  colonies,  and  to  re-esta- 
blish in  all  the  power  and  the  government  of 
the  mother  country.     It  was  necessary,  by 
means  sudden  and  too  extended  to  admit  of 
rigid  economy,    to    procure  subsistence  for 
the  capital  and  several  of  the  departments. 
At  least,  however,  the  success  of  the  govern- 
ment has  been  equal  to  its  efforts,  and  after 
these  vast  exertions,  resources  remain  hence- 
forth to  guarantee  the  capital  against  the  re- 
turn of  want,  and  to  disconcert  the  projects 
of  monopoly.     In  the  methodized  statement 
of  the  minister  of  finance,  will  be  found  a 
general  view  of  the  annual  contributions  and 
the  different  branches  of  the  public  revenue, 
what  was  their  amount  during  the  last  year, 
what  prospect  of  amelioration  existed  ;  whe- 
ther from  the  mode  of  administration  or  th« 
progress  of  public  prosperity,  what  have  been 
in  the  different  departments  of  the  ministry, 
the  elements  of  expenditure  during  the  year 
ten  ;  what  are  the  sums  still  remaining  to  be 
paid  for  that  and   former  years  •,    what  re- 
sources exist  to  cover  them,'  whether  arising 
from  outstanding  arrears  of  taxes,  or  from  the 
extraordinary  funds  appropriated  to  pay  off 
the  debts  contracted  in  these  years,  and  which 
have    not    yet  been  exhausted;  what  is  the 
actual   amount   of    the   pubhc  debt;    what 
has  been   its   increase,  how  it  has   been  di- 
minished by  natural  causes,  and  how  its  ex- 
tinction has    been   effected  bv   the   sinking 
fund.     In  the  account  of  the  minister  of  the 
public  treasury  will  be  seen  a  statement  of 
the  receipts,  the  payments  of  the  year  ten  ; 
whatbehmgs  to  tlic'different  branches  of  the 
revenue  ;  what  is  chargeable  in  each  year  and 
ou   each  part  of   the   administration.     The 
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united  accounts  of  the  two  ministers  will 
form  a  complete  table  of  our  financial 
situation.  The  government  hold  up  with 
«qual  satisfaction  the  picture  which  it 
presents  to  its  friends  and  its  detractors, 
to  citizens  and  to  foreigners.  After  au- 
thorizing the  foreseen  expence  of  the 
year  12,  and  appropriating  the  necessary 
revenue,  objects  of  the  greatest  interest 
will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Body.  It  is  necessary  to  introduce 
a  change  into  our  system  of  coinage.  The 
custom-house  duties  must  be  reorganized,  so 
as  more  effectually  to  check  the  progress  of 
contraband  trade.  It  is  at  length  essential  to 
give  to  France  that  civil  code  so  long  pro- 
mised and  so  long  expected.  Above  all,  pro- 
jects of  laws  have  been  formed  under  the  ob- 
servation of  government,  and  matured  in  con- 
ferences where  comnjissions  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  State  and  the  Tribunate  were  animated 
only  by  the  love  of  truth  and  regard  for  the 
public  interest.  The  sarne  sentiments,  the 
same  principles  will  guide  the  deliberation 
of  the  legislators,  and  secure  to  the  republic 
the  wisdom,  and  the  impartiality  of  the  laws 
which  are  adopted.  On  the  continent,  every 
thing  offers  us  pledges  of  repose  and  tranquil- 
lity. The  Italian  Republic,  since  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Lyons,  has  been  daily  strength- 
ening itself  by  the  more  intimate  union  of 
the  people  of  whonii  it  is  composed.  The 
happy  harniony  ^mong  the  authorities  by 
which  it  is  governed,  its  internal  administra- 
tion, its  rnilitary  force  already  give  it  the 
character  and  the  attitude  of  a  state  long  es- 
tablished ;  and  if  wisdoni  preserve  them,  they 
guarantee  to  it  a  destiny  of  uninterrupted 
prosperity.  Li^uria,  placed  under  a  mixed 
constitution,  sees  at  its  head,  and  in  the  bo- 
som of  its  authorities,  all  those  of  its  citizens, 
the  most  estimable  for  their  virtues,  by  their 
iUumination  and  their  fortune.  New  shocks 
have  convulsed  the  Helvetic  Republic.  The 
government  owed  its  support  to  neighbours, 
whose  repose  was  essential  to  the  repose  of 
P'rance,  and  it  will  use  every  exertion  to  en- 
sure the  success  of  its  mediation,  and  with 
it  the  happiness  of  a  people  whose  position, 
whose  habits,  and  whose  interests,  make  it 
the  necessary  ally  of  France.  Batavia  suc- 
cessively takes  possession  of  the  colonies 
which  the  peace  restored  to  her.  She  will 
ever  remember  that  France  must  ever  be 
her  most  useful  friends  or  her  most  destruc- 
tive. In  Germany  the  last  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  of  Luneville  are  carrying  into  effect. 
Prussia,  Bavaria,  all  the  secular  princes  who 
had  possessions  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
will  obtain  on  the  right  bank  suitable  indem- 
nities. The  House  of  Austria  finds  in  the 
biihopricks  of  Salzburgh,  Aischtett,   Trent, 


j  and  Brixen,  and  the  greatest  part  of  Pau, 
more  than  it  had  lost  in  Tuscany.  Thus, 
by  the  happy  co-operation  of  France  and 
!  Russia,  all  permanent  interests  are  coacili- 
ated,  and  from  the  bosom  of  that  tempest 
which  seemed  ready  to  overwhelm  it,  the 
Germanic  empire,  that  empire  so  necessary 
to  the  equilibrium  and  the  repose  of  Europe, 
rises  more  powerful,  composed  of  elements 
more  homogeneous,  better  combined  and 
more  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  opi- 
nions of  the  present  age.  A  French  ambas- 
sador is  at  Constantinople,  charged  with  re- 
newing and  fortifying  the  tics  which  attach 
us  to  a  power  which  seems  to  be  threatened 
with  destruction,  but  which  it  is  our  interest 
to  sustain  and  to  support  the  foundations  by 
which  it  is  upheld.  The  British  forces  arc 
still  in  Alexandria  and  Malta.  The  govern- 
ment had  a  fair  right  of  complaint,  but  it  has 
received  intelligence  that  the  vessels  which 
are  to  convey  thenj  to  Europe  are  already  in 
the  Mediterranean.  The  government  gua- 
rantees to  the  nation  the  peace  of  the  conti- 
nent, and  it  is  permitted  to  entertain  a  hope 
of  the  continuance  of  maritime  peace.  This 
peace  is  the  want,  as  well  as  the  desire  of  all 
nations.  For  its  preservation,  the  govern- 
ment will  do  every  thing  compatible  with 
national  honour,  essentially  connected  v/ith 
the  strict  execution  of  the  treaties.  But  in 
England,  two  parties  maintain  a  contest  for 
power.  One  of  those  parties  has  concluded 
peace,  and  appears  desirous  of  maintaining 
it.  The  other  has  taken  an  oath  of  eternal 
hatred  to  France.  Hence  that  fluctuation  of 
opinion  and  of  counsels  which  prevail. — 
Hence  that  attitude,  at  the  same  time  pacific 
and  menacing.  While  this  contest  of  parties 
continues,  measures  of  precaution  are  what 
the  government  is  called  upon  to  adopt. 
Five  hundred  thousand  men  ought  to  be,  and 
shall  be  ready  to  undertake  its  defence,  and 
avenge  its  injuries.  Strange  necessity  which 
miserable  passions  impose  on  two  nations, 
whom  interest  and  inclination  mutually 
prompt  to  the  cultivation  of  peace.  What- 
ever success  intrigues  may  experience  in 
London,  no  other  people  will  be  involved  in 
new  combinations-^the  government  says,  with 
conscious  pride,  that  England  alone  cannot 
maintain  a  struggle  against  France.  But  wc 
have  better  hopes,  and  we  believe  that  in  the 
British  cabinet,  nothing  will  be  listened  to 
but  the  counsels  of  wisdom  and  the  voice  of 
humanity.  Yes,  doubtless,  the  peace  will 
daily  be  more  consolidated.  The  relation  of 
the  two  governments  will  assume  that  cha- 
racter of  good-will  which  is  suitable  to  their 
mutual  interests.  A  happy  repose  will  hurf 
the  recollection  of  the  long  calamities  of  i 
disastrous  war,  and  France  and  England,  rcB 
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der'mg  their  happiness  reciprocal,    will   de- 
serve the  gratitude  of  the  whole  world. 

The  First  Consul  (^Signed)  Bonaparte. 
By  order  of  the  First  Consul, 

The  Secretary  of  State,  FI.  B.  Mar  ex. 
Faris,  '26  Brnnutire,  10//;  Year', 
(iltli  Xuvanher,  1R02;. 
No.  5. — TransUuion. — I  forwarded  to  you. 
citizen,  a  series  of  questions,  concerning 
wiiic'ii  I  am  desirous  of  having  your  answers. 
You  will  have  the  goodness  to  place  them 
opposite  the  questions  on  the  Mme  slieet  of 
paper,  doubled  in  two,  similar  to  the  one 
whic.i  I  have  the  honour  to  send  to  you.  1 
shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  send  me  this  paper 
as  soon  as  possible,  without,  however,  suf- 
fering your  too  great  haste  to  be  prejudicial 
to  your  accuracy.  If  you  are  doubtful  u}X)n 
any  point,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  men- 
tion it.  You  will  probably  find  no  difficulty 
in  consulting  with  some  well  informed 
merchants  or  clerks  in  the  custom-house,  who 
you  think  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  give 
you  some  positive  information,  and  you  will 
declare  the  sources  from  whence  you  have 
drawn  that  information.  You  will  not  con- 
sider this  business  as  forming  a  part  of  your 
othcial  correspondence.  You  must  not  num- 
ber it,  but  you  must  content  yourself  with 
putting  at  the  top  of  it,  as  in  the  projet  which 
I  enclose  to  you,  Private  Correspondtm-c. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
Jo  CiiizcH  Faurdtt,  at  Dublin. 
No.  4. — TrunsiaUoii  — Private  Correspon- 
dence.— 'Questions. — 1.  What  number  of  ves- 
sels have  entered  and  cleared  out  of  the  ports 
■within  your  district  within  each  year  Irom 
1792  to  ISOi  inclusive.'  2.  What  is  th^^ir 
tonnage  or  their  admeasurement  in  sea  tons 
of  2000  4- P. i'  3.  Under  wiiat  flag  do  they 
navigate.'  4.  From  whence  they  come? 
6.  Whither  bound  .'  G.  With  what  mer- 
chandize freighted?  7.  What  was  the  price 
of  freight  to  the  principal  ports  of  Europe, 
each  sea  ton  of  2000  4  P.  S.  ?  8.  What 
F>ench  pro'luctions  are  most  in  request  in 
the  market  of  the  tov/n  where  you  reside,  as 
well  as  of  the  other  considerable  towns  in 
your  district?  9.  What  is  the  merchandize 
vVhich  can  be  exported  to  France  with  greater 
ad^antage  from  tiie  said  markets  than  from 
any  other  ?  10.  What  are  the  course  of  ex- 
change, and  the  current  prices  of  merchan- 
dize, f.om  three  months  to  iiu-ee  months 
from  the  year  1792  to  I  SOT  ?  II.  You  are 
required  tofurnis//  a  plan  of  ihe  ports  of  your 
district,  loiih  a  spci.tjicatU,n  of  the  soundings 
for  mooring  vessels.  12.  If  no  plan  of  tlie 
ports  can  be  procurtd,  j/uuare  to  point  nut  with 
ivhativind  vessels  can  come  in  and  <ro  out,  and 
tvhnt  is  greatest  draught  of  xvaicr  \vith  ivhich 
vessds  ran  enter  theran   decpii;   laden?     ^'>,. 


What  are  principal  commercial  houses.'     If 
the  heads  of  these  houses  are  foreigners,  you 
are   to  point  out  of  what  country  they  are ; 
and  in  all  cases  vou  are  to  state  with  what 
countries  they  arc  principally  connected,  and 
what  is  their  chief  line  of  commerce.      14. 
What    is    the    usual    course    of    exchange  ? 
15.  Whether   there   is  a  public  bank,    and 
what  is  its  organization  ?     1 6.  Whether  there 
are  any  insurance  companie';,  pubUc  or  pri- 
vate, and  what  are   their  customs  and  rules, 
and    the  prices  of  insurance,  for  Eurcpear* 
and  long  vovages?      17.  In  case  there  e,xist§ 
anv  other  public  establishment  which  relates 
to  commerce,  you  are  to  give  every  possible 
detail  concerning  it,  especially  in   whatever 
regards  manufactures  and  fisheries.     18.  You 
are  to   point  out    the  relative  conformity  of 
weights  and  m.easures  with  those  of  France, 
ancient  and  modern,  as  soon  as    you  shall 
have  obtained  practical  and  exact  informa- 
tion on  those  points.     19.  You  are  to  add  to 
all   this  the  most  extensive  information,  as 
well   general   as  particular,  which  you  may 
be  able  to  obtain   from  authority,  especially 
with  regard   to   commerce,  and  particularly 
respecting  false   accounts  of  purchases  and 
sales  of  different  merchandizes,  in  order  to 
ascertain    the    expences,    rights,    and    local 
customs,    in    cases    of  purchases   and  sales. 
20.  Whether  there  are  any  fairs  in  your  dis- 
trict ;    what  species  of  traflic  is    carried   on 
there,  and  to  what  amount  ? 
No.  5. — (Pranslaiion.) — From  the  Ilavtbvigh 
Correspondenlen  of  March  30,    1S03. — 2/iQ 
foiloiving  article  is  inserted  by  desire. 

Paris,  March  15. 
For  fome  months  a  war  of  newspapers  and 
of  the  press  has  been  kept  up,  between  France 
and  England.  This  seemed  m.ercly  the  dy- 
ing embers  of  an  extinguished  conflagration  ; 
the  last  consolation  cf  a  desperate  party;  the 
food  of  lome  low  passions  and  a  few  hungiy. 
scribblers.  Tie  French  government  was 
far  from  attaching  importance  to  such  mat- 
ters. Notwithstanding  some  difficulties  in 
the  complete  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  they  still  believed  they  might  rely 
on  the  good  faitk  of  the  British  government, 
and  directed  their  attention  solely  to  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  colonics.  Relying  upon 
the  sacredness  of  treaties,  they  securely  dis- 
persed the  remains  of  the  French  naval  force, 
Vv'hich  h;.d  been  given  a  prey  to  the  English 
j  fleet.  In  this  situation,  suddenly  appeared  a 
solemn  micssage  from  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James's,  and  informed  all  Europe  that  France 
wzs  making  considerable  preparations  in  the 
ports  of  Holland  and  France  ;  an  address  was 
voted  by  parliament,  promising  to  the  King 
of  England  such  extraordinary  means  of  de- 
fence as  the  si,'curiiy  of  tlie  British  emuire 
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and  the  honour  of  the  three  crowns  might 
require.  From  the  sudden  appearance  of 
this  message,  people  doubted  whether  it  was 
the  effect  of  treachery,  of  lunacy,  or  of 
weakness.  Let  any  one  cast  his  eye  oyer 
the  ports  of  France  and  Holland,  where  he 
will  find  onlv  detached  naval  preparations 
destined  for  the  colonies,  and  consisting  only 
of  one  or  two  line  of  battle  stiips  and  a  few 
frigates.  On  the  other  hand,  let  him  look  at 
the  ports  of  England,  filled  with  a  formidable 
naval  force  •,  on  such  a  review  one  could  be 
tempted  to  believe  that  the  message  of  the 
King  of  England  was  rnere  irony,  if  such  a 
farce  v/ere  not  unworthy  the  majesty  of  a  go- 
vernment. If  one  considers  the  influence  of 
factions  in  so  free  a  country,  one  might  sup- 
pose that  the  King  of  England  had  only  had 
the  vv'eakness  to  yield,  il"  weakness  were 
compatible  with  the  first  quality  of  a  king. 
In  short,  no  rational  motives  remain  to  which 
it  can  be  ascribed,  except  bad  faith — except 
a  sworn  enmity  to  the  French  nation — ex- 
cept_|)erfidy,  and  the  desire  of  openly  break- 
ing a  sofema  treaty,  for  the  sake  of  advan- 
tages which  will  be  maintained,  and  the  sa- 
crifice of  which  the  honour  of  France  and 
the  faith  of  treaties  forbid.  When  a  man 
reads  this  message,  he  thinks  himself  trans- 
ported to  the  times  of  those  treaties  which 
the  Vandals  made  with  the  degenerate  Ro- 
mans, when  force  usurped  the  place  of  right, 
and  when,  with  a  hasty  appeal  to  arms,  they^ 
insulted  the  antagonist  they  meant  to  attack. 
In  the  present  state  of  civilization,  there  is  a 
respect  which  a  great  monarch,  which  a  po- 
lished people  owe  to  themselves,  were  that 
respect  no  more  than  to  seek  a  plausible  pre- 
text for  an  unjust  war.  But  in  this  instance 
every  thing  is  precipitate,  and  repugnant  to 
decency  and  to  justice.  An  eternal  war 
would  succeed  a  dreadful  contest ;  and  the 
more  unjust  the  attack,  the  more  irreconcile- 
able  would  be  its  animosity.  Such  a  novelty 
will  doubtless  excite  the  disapprobation  of  Eu- 
rope. While  even  the  English,  whose  national 
pride  had  not  entirely  blinded  them,  sighed 
at  this  prospect,  did  the  Times  call  the 
peace  of  Amiens  an  armistice,  and  in  doing 
so,  passed  the  severest  satire  on  the  govern- 
ment it  defended ;  and  the  rapid  fall  of  the  na- 
tional funds  is  the  first  prelude  to  the  misfor- 
tunes which  may  follow  as  the  revenge  due 
tor  the  wound  given  to  all  social  rights.  The 
French  are  less  intimidated  than  irritated  by 
the  threats  of  England.  They  have  neither 
been  dispirited  by  their  reverses,  nor  elated 
by  their  victories ;  in  a  war  to  which  there 
appeared  no  termination,  they  saw  all  Europe 
conferlerated  against  them.  Their  con- 
stancy, their  courage,  and  the  prompt  acti- 
viiy  of  their  gover  ment,  brought  it  to  a  con- 


clusion.     Tills  war   would   have  a  different 
object ;  France  would  contend  for  the  liberty 
of  the  states  of  Europe,  and  the  sacredncss  of 
their  treaties ;  and  if  the  English  government 
be  determined  to  make  it  ,1  national  war,  per- 
haps her  boasted  formidable   naval  strength 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  decide  the  resuit,  and 
to  secure  the  victory.    The  French,  strong  ia 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  in  the  confidence 
they   repose    in    their   government,    do    not 
dread  the  new  expences  and  neiv  sacrifices 
which  such  a  war  might  render  necessary. 
Their  system  of  finance  is  more  simple  and 
less  artificial  than  that  of  London,    and  so 
much  the  more  solid.     It  all  lies  in  their  soil 
and  in  their  courage.     On  the  first  news  of 
the  English  message,  all  ey^swere  turned  to 
the    cabinet    of  the    Thuillcries.     As    most 
trifling  motions  received  a  character  of  im- 
portance, its  most  unpremeditated  words  were; 
eigerly  caught  up.     Every  one  impatiently 
expected  the  assembly  for  the  presentation  of 
foreigners,  which  Madame  Buonapaii6  holds 
once  a  month.     Every  one  was  prepared  to 
draw  some  inferences   from   it.      It  was  as 
splendid  as  usual.     Tiie  First  Consul  made 
his  appearance,  and  said  on  his  entrance,  to 
the    English  ambassador,  who  was  standing 
beside  M.  Markoff,  "  We  have  been  at  war 
for  twelve  years.     The  King  of  England  says 
that  France  is   making  immense  naval  pre- 
parations.    He  has  been  led   into  an  error. 
In  the  French  ports  there  are  no  preparations 
of  any  magnitude.     The  whole  fleet  is  gone 
to  St.  Domingo  and  the  colonies.     With  re- 
gard to  the  ports  of  Holland,  to   Vv'hich  the 
message  likewise  alludes,  there  are  only  the 
preparations  for  the  expedition  under  General 
Victor,  and  all  Europe  knows  its  destination 
is   for   Louisiana.     The    King  says  farther, 
that  between  the  cabinets  of  Paris  and  Lon- 
don differences  continue.     I  know  of  none. 
It  is  true  that  England  ought  to  have  evacu- 
ated Malta,  and  Malta  is  not  evacuated;  and 
as  his  Britannic  Majesty  has  boundhimself  by 
the  most  solemn  tj'e;ity  ever  entered  into,  it 
is  im.possible  to  doubt  of  the  speedy  evacua- 
tion  of  that  island ;    and,"  added  the   First 
Consul,     "   those    who    v/ould    attempt    to 
frighten    the    French  people    should    know, 
that  it  is  possible  to  kill,  but  not  to  intimidate 
them."     During  the  course  of  the  evening,, 
when  the  First  Consul  happened  to   be  neai- 
M.  Markoff,  he  said  to  him,  half  aloud,  "  that 
the  British  ministry  wished  to  keep  Malta  for 
five  years  more.     Such  a  proposal  was  in- 
sulting, and  no  treaties  should  be  entered  into 
which  it  was  not  resolved  to  observe."     At 
the  conclusion  of  the  assembly,  when  the 
English  ambassador  was  about  to  retire,  the- 
First  Consul  said   to  him,    "  Madame   the 
Duchess  of  Dorset  has  spent  the  unpleasant 
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part  of  the  year  at  Paris.  It  is  my  sincere 
wish  that  she  may  also  spend  the  agreeable 
season.  But  if  it  should  happen  that  we 
really  must  go  to  war,  the  responsibility  is 
exclusively  with  those  who  deny  the  validity 
of  their  own  contracts,  since  they  refuse  to 
observe  treaties  which  they  had  concluded." 
These  words  of  the  First  Consul  require  no 
comment.  They  explain  completely  his  pre- 
sent opinions,  his  past  conduct,  and  his  re- 
solution for  the  future.  It  is  sufficient  to 
compare  them  with  the  tergiversations,  the 
duplicity,  the  evasions,  and  the  message,  of 
the  English  governmeni,  in  order  to  be  en- 
abled to  decide  on  the  justice  of  the  dispute. 
Corfit,  Janiicny  '2,    1803. 

No.  7. — My  Lord,  In  my  letter  of  the  10(h 
ultimo,  your  lordship  x^'ill  perceive  that  I  in- 
serted the  arrival  of  the  Cornelia  French 
frigate  at  Zante,  and  that  Floratio  Sebastiani 
harangued  the  people  of  that  island.  At 
that  tmie  I  was  not  in  possession  of  his  exact 
oration,  but  since  then  the  delegate  of  Zante 
transmitted  his  r.pcech  to  the  senate  of  Corfu  ; 
a  copy  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
your  lord-ship's  attention.  Monsieur  Romieu, 
the  French  minister  here,  communicated  to 
the  Prince  of  the  Senate,  that  the  First  Con- 
sul of  the  French  Republic  had  taken  under 
his  protection  the  Catholic,  Apostolic,  and 
Roman  churches  of  this  Repubhc  ;  and  on 
the  19th  December  wrote  to  the  Vicar  Ge- 
neral of  Corfu  to  inform  him  of  the  same  ;  a 
copy  of  which  permit  me  to  inclose  for  your 
perusal.  From  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
commissary  here,  and  those  of  the  other 
islands,  together  with  the  disposition  of  the 
natives,  I  am  afraid  that  this  Republic  will 
be  a  constant  theatre  of  French  intrigue. 
The  aforesaid  commissaries  occasion  Count 
Mocenigo  and  this  government  an  infinite 
deal  of  trouble. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)     Spiridion  Foresti. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Ilcmkeshi/r?/,  cVc. 

(First  Inctositrc  referred  to  in  Xo.  1 .) — 
Translation. — Horace  Sebasliajii,  C/iirfof  Bri- 
gade of  a  Re<^iincnt  of  I)ras;of>ns,  and  Enroy 
of  the  First  Consul  in  the  Levant.  To  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Delegate  of  Zane. — Sir,  The  First 
Consul  Buonaparte  has  charged  me  to  visit 
tliese  islands  which  compose  your  Repiiblic, 
and  to  assure  the  inhabitants  that  he  lakes  a 
lively  interest  in  their  prosperity.  I  know 
that  the  ditference  of  political  opinions  di- 
vides this  rising  Republic  into  various  parties, 
and  that  without  the  wise  measures  taken  by 
your  government,  its  tranquillity  will  be  de- 
stroyed. I  could  wish  you  to  make  known  to 
your  administrators  and  fellow  citizens  how 
much  the  First  Consul  wishes  lo  see  a  sto]> 
put  to  those  intestine  divisions  which  affiic* 


these  islands.  Your  political  independency 
has  been  guaranteed  by  France,  Russia,  and 
the  Sublime  Porte.  These  powerful  nations, 
united  together  by  the  bonds  of  the  truest 
friendship,  are  occupied,  in  concert  with 
your  most  enlightened  and  most  virtuous  felt 
low  citizens,  to  give  you  a  form  of  govern- 
ment suitable  to  your  situation  and  the  geniu* 
of  your  inhabitants.  Wait  with  confidence 
and  moderation  the  result  of  these  important 
operations,  and  be  assured  that  you  will  see 
the  end  of  your  ills  and  the  beginning  of  your 
prosperity.  All  exaggerations  of  political 
opinions  are  inimical  to  the  general  prospe- 
rity :  absolute  democracy,  always  tempestu- 
ous, sacrifices  to  vain  clii«neras  the  security, 
the  property,  civil  liberty,  and,  in  short,  all 
that  constitutes  the  happiness  of  a  state : 
aristocracy  which  is  not  n.oderated  is  always 
tyrannical,  and  the  elevation  of  a  small  num- 
ber of  families,  is  preferred  to  talents  and  to 
virtue.  In  order  that  a  government  may  be 
prosperous,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  have 
in  its  formation  a  happy  combination  of  the 
advantages  of  different  forms  of  government  j 
the  pov.'er  and  promptitude  of  mionarchy,  the 
vigilance  and  intelligence  of  aristocracy,  and 
the  vigour  and  elevation  of  democracy ;  that 
the  citizens  mav  find  the  security  enjoyed, 
urider  the  first,  the  tranquillity  of  the  second, 
and  the  equality  of  rights  fixed  by  the  laws 
which  are  found  in  the  third.  Recollect  that 
the  man  who  forms  a  part  of  society  only 
preserves  the  liberty  of  doing  that  which  is  not 
prejudicial  lo  the  rights  of  others ;  and  that 
eq\iality  only  consists  in  the  exact  execution 
of  the  laws,  and  in  the  protection  which  they 
afford  to  every  member  of  the  political  body. 
As  the  quarantine  prevents  communication, 
I  beg  you  will  communicate  this  mv  letter  io 
all  the  authorities,  and  also  to  the  principal 
inhabitants.  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportur 
nity  to  assure  you  of  the  sentiments  of  esteem 
and  consideration  which  1  entertain  for  your 
person. 

(Second  Inclositrc  referred  to  in  No.  1 .) 

Translation. 

Liberty.  Equality. 

Corfu,  '29th  Fri/naire,  llth  Year 
of  the  French  Republic. 

The  Adjutant  Commandant  HoniieUf  Com- 
missary General  of  Commercial  Relations,  and 
Charge  d' Affaires  to  the  Republic  of  the  Sevin 
Lslands,  to  the  Vicar  General  of  the  Catholic^ 
Apostolic,  and  Roman  Churches  at  Corfu. — Mr. 
Vicar  General,  I  hasten  lo  inform  you,  with 
the  greatest  joy,  that  I  have  just  received  the 
express  orders  of  my  government  to  place 
the  church  of  the  Roman  religion  in  the  Re- 
public of  the  Seven  Islands  under  its  special 
protection.  I  make  this  communication  lo 
the  Prince  of  the  Senate.     This  proof  ot  the 
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good-will  of  the  French  towards  this  church, 
will  be  a  powerful  motive,  Mr.  Vicar  Gene- 
ral, for  addressing,  through  the  faithful  in 
your  communion,  the  most  ardent  vows  to 
Heaven  for  the  prosperity  of  the  French  Re- 
public, and  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of 
Us  Consuls,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Roman 


churches  practise  in  the  French  Republic. 
With  the  most  distinguished  Consideration, 
Mr.  Vicar  General,  1  have  the  honour  to 
salute  you.  (Signed)     A.  Romieux. 

A  true  copy, 
Spiridion  ForestL 
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No.  1. — Extrcut  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Merry  to  Lord  Ilaivkesbury,  dated  Paris, 
June  1 7th,  1 802. — In  your  lordship's  dispatch. 
No.  3  of  this  year,  to  Mr.  Jackson,  you  gave 
instructions  to  that  minister  to  endeavour  to 
procure  the  release  of  the  British  sloop  Fame, 
which  had  been  seized  by  the  revenue  officers 
J^t  Cherbourg,  in  consequence  of  her  having 
entered  that  port  by  stress  of  weather.  The 
master  of  that  vessel,  and  a  person  deputed 
by  the  proprietors  at  Jersey,  arrived  lately  at 
Paris  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  suit, 
which  has  been  carrying  on  to  procure  her 
liberation.  I  had,  in  consequence  of  their 
application  to  me,  reminded  the  French  mi- 
nister verbally  of  this  business  on  two  or  three 
occasions :  but  those  remonstrances  having 
produced  no  effect,  and  sentence  being  about 
to  be  pronounced  on  the  last  appeal  in  the 
cause,  I  sent  him  a  representation  in  writing, 
of  which  your  lordship  will  find  a  copy  in- 
closed ;  and  in  which  I  considered  that  it 
might  be  serviceable  to  insert  some  observa- 
tions upon  the  law  of  the  French  Republic, 
which  gave  occasion  to  the  seizure,  upon  the 
manner  of  its  execution,  and  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  its  being  repealed  and  modified  now 
that  the  two  countries  were  happily  at  {)cace. 

No.  2. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Merry  to  Lord  llawkesbury,  dated  Paris,  June 
23(/,  1 802. — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
your  lordship  inclosed,  copy  of  an  answer, 
which  I  received  two  days  since  from  the 
French  minister,  to  the  note  which  I  deliver- 
ed to  him  on  the  25th  May,  communicating 
to  him  that  his  Majesty  had,  in  conformity  to 
the  11-th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  taken  off  the  sequestrations  upon  the 
property  of  French  citizens  in  his  dominions, 
and,  expressing  that  he  did  not  doubt  that  the 
French  government  would  be  equally  ready 
to  render  the  same  justice  to  such  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  as  have  property  in 
France. 

No.  3. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Merry  to  Lord  Haskcsbury,  dated  Pans,  July 


5th,  1 802. — I  transmit  inclosed  copy  of  an 
answer  which  the  French  minister  has  given 
to  the  representation  which  I  lately  delivered 
to  him,  respecting  the  seizure  of  the  British 
sloop  Fame  packet,  at  Cherbourg. 

No.  4. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Merry  to  Lord  Ilaivkcsbury,  dated  Paris,  Au<r. 
^th,  1 802. — I  am  sorry  to  have  learnt  by  an 
answer,  which  I  have  received  fi-om  M.  Tal- ' 
leyrand,  and  of  which  I  transmit  a  copy  in- 
closed, that  the  representation  which  I  made 
to  that  minister  (inclosed  in  my  No.  31)  on 
the  subject  of  the  seizure  at  Cherbourg  of  the 
British  sloop  Fame  Packet,  has  failed  in  its 
effect,  either  of  procuring  the  release  of  that 
vessel,  or  of  drawing  forth  some  favourable 
explanation  in  regard  to  the  law  which  gave 
occasion  to  her  detention. 

No.  5. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  Lord  Ilaiukeshury,  dated  Paris,  Sept.  20, 
1802. — My  Lord,  I  received,  the  evening 
before  last,  by  the  ordinarv  post,  the  honour 
of  your  lordship's  separate  letter  of  tlic  13th 
of  this  month,  transmitting  to  me  copy  of 
one  from  Messrs.  Houtham  and  Moir,  on  the 
subject  of  the  seizure,  in  a  French  port,  of 
the  British  brig  Jennies,  William  Muckle, 
master  :  and  directing  mc  to  take  the  neces- 
saiy  steps  for  obtaining  redress  for  the  owners 
of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  I  have  lost  no  time 
in  representing  this  case  to  the  French  go- 
vernment, as  your  lordship  will  see  by  the 
copy  which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit, 
inclosed,  of  a  letter  which  1  have  addressed 
on  the  subject  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  but  I  am 
sorry  to  observe,  that  tliere  can  be  little 
hopes  of  any  redress  being  obtained  in  this 
instance,  since  none  has  been  produced  by 
the  repeated  remonstrances  which  were  made 
in  the  still  stronger  case  of  the  vessel  (the 
Fame  Packet)  belonging  to  Jersey,  which 
was  only  forced  into  a  French  port  by  stress 
of  weather ;  whereas  the  ship  now  in  ques- 
tion came  designedly  to  the  port  of  Charante 
with  prohibited  goods  aboard,  contrary  to 
the  lav.-  of  the  republic,  (vvhic'i  »»i.''-^'*i.Tr,"t?!v- 
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still  continues  in  force)  confiscating  every 
vessel  and  cargo  where  British  mani'tactures 
shall  be  fcMnd.  Your  lordship  will  perceive, 
that  I  have  availed  myself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  recall  to  the  French  minister  the  ob- 
servations which  I  made  to  him,  on  a  former 
occasion,  npon  the  effects,  so  prejudicial  to 
the  British  trade,  and  to  a  friendly  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries,  which  must  ne- 
cessarily arise  from  the  rigorous  execution  of 
the  law  in  question.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &CC.  Ant.  MErvRY.- 

Bt.  lion.  Lord  Haivkesbtny,  ^-c. 

No.  6. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr, 
MeiTj/  to  Lord  Ilaivkesbiny,  dated  Paris,  Oct. 
IS,  ISO'2. — I  inclose  copy  of  an  ansvvei-, 
which  I  have  received  from  the  French  mi- 
nister, to  the  representation  which  1  made  to 
him  on  the  27th  of  last  month,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  capture  of  the  Brilish  ship  Porcher, 
by  the  French  privateer  the  Bellona;  in 
which  he  stales,  that  the  necessary  orders 
will  be  given  for  justice  to  be  done  to  the 
proprietors  of  that  ship.  I  at  the  same  time 
forward  herewitli  a  list  of  passports  which  I 
have  granted  to  persons  going  to  his  ?rlajesty's 
dominions,  between  the  2d  and  15th  of  Oc- 
tober. I 

No.  7. —  Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord) 
Ilaiukesbury  to  Mr.  Merry,  dated  Do-jjuiw^-  j 
street.,  May  20,  1S02. — Sir,  Various  reports  | 
having  been  received  in  this  cour.'.ry,  of  strict 
prohibitions  being  inforced  with  respect  to 
the  admission  of  British  commodities  and  ma- 
nufactures into  France,  and  of  very  rigorous 
restrictions  being  imposed  on  British  vessels 
enterijig  the  ports  of  thai  country ;  I  have  to 
signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that 
vou  transmit  to  me,  witliout  delay,  the  most 
detailed  and  accurate  statement  which  you 
can  procure  on  those  points;  and  that  you 
take  an  early  opportunity  to  impress  upon 
the  French  ministers,  the  necessity  of  some 
understanding  being  established  between  his 
Majesty's  government  and  that  of  France,  on 
the  subject  of  tlie  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries.  As  it  is  probable 
that  vou  may  be  uncertain,  as  to  the  course 
that  you  should  pursue  in  supporting  claims, 
which  subjects  of  his  Majesty  may  bring  for- 
ward for  the  restitution  of  property  which 
they  possessed  in  Fram-e  previously  to  the 
war ;  I  have  to  signify  to  you  the  King's 
pleasure,  that  you  acquaint  the  F"rench  mi- 
nisters, that  his  Majesty  has,  la  conformity 
to  the  1 4th  article  of  the  dennitive  treaty  of 
peace,  taken  off  the  sequestrations  upon  the 
property  of  French  citizens  in  his  dominions; 
and  that  therefore  his  Maiesty's  government 
doubt  not  that  the  French  government  will 
be  equally  rer.dy  to  render  tlie  same  justice  to 


such  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  as  have  pro- 
perty in  France.     I  am,  &c. 

Hawkesbury. 

Anthony  Merry.,  Esq.  tfc. 
No.  8. —  opy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Merry  to 
M.  Talleyrand,  dated  Paris,  May  24;  1802. 
— In  Mr.  Merry's  No.  1  S. — Note. — Le  sou- 
signe  ministre  plenipotentiaire  de  sa  Majeste 
Britannique  a  re^u  les  ordres  du  roi  de  com- 
muniquer  au  citoyen  Talleyrand,  ministre  des 
relations  exter":  jures  de  la  Rcjjublique  Fran- 
^oise  que  conformement  a  I'article  1 4  du  traite 
definitif  de  paix,  sa  Majeste  a  fait  lever  les 
sequestres  qui  avoient  ete  mis  pendant  la 
guerre  sur  les  proprittes  de  tote  espccc  ap- 
partenantcs  aux  citoyens  F>ancois  dans  ses 
etats.  Sa  Majeste  ne  doute  done  pas  que  le 
gouvernement  de  la  Republique  Fran^oise 
ne  soit  c'gaiement  prompt  a  rendre  la  meme 
justice  aux  sujets  de  sa  Majeste  qui  out  des 
proprietts  en  France.  II  est  necessaire  que 
le  sousigne  ait  Thonneur  d'observer  danscette 
occasion  au  citoyen  minislre  que  plusieurs 
sujets  du  roi  out  ete  mis  sur  la  liste  des 
euligrc-s  Fran(^ois,  si  cette  circonstance  peut 
servir  d'obstacle  a  ce  que  ces  individus  ren- 
trent  de  suite  dans  ieurs  proprietts,  le  sou- 
signC-  ose  se  fiatter  que  le  gou.vernement  Fran- 
cois rmu  des  principes  de  justice  qui  le  gou- 
vernent,  pourra  juger  apropos  d'adopter  une 
mesure  generale  qui  leveroit  sur  le  champ 
cette  diiliculte.  Le  sousigne  a  I'honneur,  &c. 
Anthony  Merry. 

Ju  a  toy  en  TnUrtjrand. 
No.  9. — Copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Merry  to 
M.  lalieiirand,  dated  Paris,  June  15,  1802. — 
Citoyen  Ministre,  Man  predecesseur  Mons. 
Jackson,  a  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  adresser  une 
repr'jsentation  au  mois  de  Janvier  dejnier,  par 
ordre  du  gouvernement  Brilannique,  au  sujet 
de  la  detention  au  port  de  Cherbourg  du  Ba- 
timcnt  Anglcis  nomrne  "  Fame  packet,"  Ca- 
pitaine  de  Gruchy  ;  et  moi,  citoyen  ministre, 
j'ai  eu  aussi  I'honneur  de  vous  rappeller  de 
bouchc  cct  objet,  v^ous  informant  en  meme 
terns  que  le  tribunal  de  cassation  alloit  pro- 
noncer  la  dessus,  attendu  que  le  gouverne- 
ment Franqois  n'ayant  pas  interpose  son  auto- 
rite  pour  relacher  le  batinient,  le  capitaine 
s'est  vu  dans  la  necessite  de  pourvoir  a  sa  de- 
fense par  la  voie  ordinaire  de  la  justice. 
L'apper^u,  citoyen  ministre,  que  j'ai  I'hon- 
neur de  vous  transmettre  ci  joint  et  que  m'a 
remis  le  Capitaine  de  Gruchy  lui  meme  qui 
se  trouve  depuis  quelques  jours  a  Paris,  ex- 
pose les  circonstances  principales  de  cette  af- 
faire dans  son  etat  actuel.  II  en  resulte  que 
le  batiment  en  question,  force  par  le  mauvaij 
terns  de  cherchv^r  un  abris  dans  la  rade  de 
Cherbourg,  y  a  etc  detenu  et  ensuite  con- 
fisque  par  une  premiere  sentence,  par  I'effet 
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d'unc  loi,  passce  en  terns  de  guerre  et  au 
moment  de  sa  plus  grande  rigueur,  qui  declare 
confiscable  tout  navire  au  dessous  de  cent 
tonneaux  qui  s"ap})rocheroit  des  cotes  dc 
France  a  la  distance  de  qiiatre  licues  avcc  des 
marchandises  prohibces  :\  son  bord.  Prohi- 
bition dans  laquelle  etoient  et  sont  encore 
comprises  tontcs  Ics  marchandises  Anglaiscs. 
Qu'il  me  soit  permis  d'obscrver  dans  ce  lieu 
que,  vu  la  proximite  des  cotes  d'vVngleterre  a 
cclle  de  la  France,  et  la  necessitc  ou  les  bali- 
mens  Anglois  doivent  se  trouver  conlinuelle- 
ment  d  approcher  de  celles-ci,  la  loi  susdite, 
si  elle  doit  subsister  et  ctre  executt-,  aura  im- 
manquablement  I'efFet  de  produirc  des  con- 
testations journaliercs  entre  les  deux  gou- 
vernemens.  Pour  ce  qui  est  du  cas  dont  il 
s'agit  maintenant,  j'ai  appris  citoyen  ministre 
par  les  procedures  qui  ont  cu  lieu  qu'il  ap- 
partient  a  la  douane  de  decider  si  la  relache 
d'un  bailment  sur  les  cotes  de  France  a  etc 
torcee  ou  non,  et  qu'elle  a  a  son  profit  la 
moitic  des  saisies  qui  se  feroient  d'od  il  resulte 
que  la  douane  dans  des  cas  pareils  est  en 
nieme  tems  juge  et  partie.  Tout  parait 
prouver  que  la  relache  du  Fame  packet  dans 
la  rade  de  Cherbourg  a  etc  forcce :  mais 
d'aprcs  les  circonstances  de  la  loi,  et  de  la 
maniere  de  son  execution,  que  je  viens  d'avoir 
I'honneur  de  vous  exposer,  il  ne  pcut  rester 
aux  proprietaires  du  bailment  et  de  la  cargai- 
son  aucune  esperance  de  les  sauver  dans  le 
dernier  appel  qu'ils  viennent  de  faire  au  tri- 
bunal de  cassation,  qui  va  prononcer  inces- 
samment  sa  sentence,  a  moins  que  le  gou- 
vernement  Frant^'ois  ne  juge  apropos  d'inter- 
poser  son  autoritc  et  d'appeller  a  lui  mcme 
la  coanoissance  de  cette  affaire,  Les  senti- 
mens  de  justice  qui  guident  le  Premier  Con- 
sul, ainsi  que  les  ministres  de  la  Republique 
Fran^oise,  doivent  m"inspirer  une  pleine  con- 
fiance  d'obtenir  de  leur  part  I'attention  que 
j'ose  interpeller  dans  cette  occasion.  Leur 
sagesse  et  leur  bienveillance  leur  dicteront 
jusqu'ou  il  pourra  convenir  de  n  voquer,  ou 
de  modifier,  en  tems  de  paix,  une  loi  ema- 
nce  d'un  etat  de  guerre,  et  qui  doit  neces- 
sairement  causer  des  inconveniences  les  plus 
grands  au  commerce  Anglois.  J'ai  I'hon- 
neur, &c.  A.  ?\Ierky. 
Ju  Citoj/ai  Talleyrand^  S,'c. 
No.  1 0. — Copy  of  a  note  from  M.  Talley- 
rand to  Mr.  Merry,  dated  Paris,  le  29  Pi-ai- 
rial.  An  dlx.  —  In  iMr.  Merry's  No.  31. — 
Monsieur,  J'ai  requ  la  note  que  vous  m'avez 
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rait  1  honneur  de  m  addresser  le  — ^Ti; — T^JT"' 
concernant  la  levee  des  sequestres  apposes  sur 
les  proprietes  des  sujets  de  sa  Majeste  Brif"'" 
et  I'application  qui  a  ete  faite  a  plusieurs  d'en- 
tre  eux  de  la  legislation  sur  Tcmigration.  Je 
me  suis  impressc  d'en  donner  communication 
au  ministre  des  finances  en  Tinvitant  u  appeler 
Vol.  in. 


I'attention  du  gouvernement  sur  I'objet  de 
votre  demande.  J'aurai  I'honneur  de  vous  in- 
former de  la  decision  qui  aura  etc  prise  a  ce 
sujct  aussitot  qu'cUe  me  sera  connue.  Re- 
cevez,  Monsieur,  i'assurance  de  ma  parfaite 
consideration.         Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand, 

a  Monsieur  Merry,  iS'c. 
No.  11. — M.  Talleyrand  to  Mr.  Merry, 
dated  Paris,  le  1 2  Messidor,  An  rfi'i.— Mon- 
sieur, J'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  informer  que  je 
viens  de  n'iterer  au  ministre  des  finances  I'in- 
vitation  que  je  lui  avois  deja  faite  en  Plu* 
viose  dernier,  d'apres  la  recommendation  de 
Mons.  Jackson,  de  se  faire  rendre  compte  de 
la  confiscation  du  bailment  Anglois  Fame 
pack  t,  dans  la  rade  de  Cherbourg,  et  de 
prendre  les  ordres  du  Premier  Consul  rela- 
tivement  a  I'application  existante  de  la  loi  du 
4-  Germinal,  an  deux.  Je  I'ai  prie  de  me 
faire  connoitre  la  decision  prise-aussitot  qu' 
die  m'aura  ele  envoyce,  je  m'empresserai  dc 
vous  en  faire  part.  Agreez,  Monsieur,  i'^s 
surance  de  ma  haute  consideration. 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

a  M.  Merry,  ^c. 
No.  12. — Copy  of  a  note  from  M.  Tulley- 
rand  to  Mr.  Merry,  dated  Paris,  12  Ther- 
viidor.  An  10.— /«  Mr.  Merry's  No.  49.— 
Monsieur,  J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  prevenir 
que  le  ministre  des  finances,  en  reponse  a  la 
letlre  [.ar  laquelle  je  lui  ai  donne  communi- 
cation de  votre  dernicre  note  concernant 
I'affaire  du  Fame  packet,  Capitaine  Gruchy, 
vient  de  me  mander  qu'il  a  i^it  son  rapport 
au  Premier  Consul  sur  la  sasie  de  ce  bailment 
dont  11  parait  recounu  que  le  cargaison  ctait 
Gomposee  de  marchandises  prohibees,  et  que 
d'apres  son  etat  actuel  le  Premier  Consul  a 
decide  qu'il  fallait  laisser  le  cours  a  la  justice. 
Recevez,  Monsieur,  I'assurance  de  ma  haute 
consideration.        Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand, 

c)  Monsieur  Merry,  6,c. 
No.  13. — Apptrcu  fidelc  de  V  Affaire  du 
Capitaine  de  Gniichy  de  Jersey  contre  la  Regie 
des  Douanes  de  Clierbourg. — Le  19  de  De- 
ccmbre  dernier  le  Capitaine  de  Geuchy  com- 
mandant le  batiment  Fame  packet,  met  a  la 
voile  du  port  de  Southampton  en  Anglcterre, 
pour  se  rendre  a  Jersey  avec  un  chargement 
consistant  en  farine,  orgc  grille  pour  les  trou- 
pes dc  la  garnison,  et  en  diverses  autres  mar- 
chandises pour  les  habitans  de  1'  Isle.  II 
avoit  pris  a  son  bord  25  passagers,  qui  etoi- 
ent des  femmes  des  enfans,  des  negocians,  et 
des  officiers  venant  joindre  leur  regiment  en- 
tre autres  un  lieutenant  de  la  marine  royale. 
En  quittant  le  port  de  Southampton,  il  est 
oblige  de  donnez  un  acquit  a  caution  comma 
sa  gargaison  doit  ctre  dechargee  dans  un  port 
Anglois.  Dans  les  premieres  moments  ifa 
navigation  est  hiureuse,  mais  le  20  Decem- 
bre  le  vent  passe  tout  a  c^up  au  S.  S.  W. 
*  T 
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grand  frais,  il  souffle  aver  unc  force  effray- 
ante  et  des  le  soir  meme  il  est  battu  pa  la 
plus  violante  tempete.  Craignant  alors  de 
passer  encore  une  nuit  sur  la  mer,  il  se  de- 
cide a  entrer  dans  le  port  le  plus  voisin. 
Comme  il  se  trove  dans  une  situation  a  gag- 
ner  le  port  de  Cherbourg  il  fait  route  pour 
cet  endroit  pensant  queles  preliminaries  entre 
I'Anglcterre  et  la  F"rance  lui  permettoient  d'y 
entrer  en  toute  surete,  d'autant  plus  que  phi- 
sieurs  de  ses  passigers  etoient  fort  malades  il 
ne  pouvoit  k-ur  donner  aucun  secours.  Il 
arrive  sur  la  rade  Cherbourg  le  soir  du  20 
Decembre,  elant  a  I'Ancre,  le  capitaine  va  a 
terre  pour  taire  son  rapport  a  la  douane ; 
il  n'y  est  pas  adniis,  sous  pretexte  qu'il  na 
pas  un  courtier,  il  en  trouve  un  et  se 
rend  de  nouveau  a  la  douaine,  on  re- 
fiise  SH  declara'ion  parce  que  dit-on  la  loi 
du  4  '.Terminal  an  2  defend  a  tous  navies  du 
dessous  de  cent  tonneaux  d'approcher  des 
coles  de  France  a  la  distance  de  quatre  lieues 
avec  des  marchandises  d'Angloises.  Le  capi- 
taine est  done  ciie  par  la  regie  de  Cherbourg 
dcvant  le  tribunal  de  valogne,  et  les  juges 
prononcant  con(re  lui  souivant  toute  la  rigu- 
cur  d"une  loi  portee  dans  des  terns  de  guerre 
et  de  la  calamite.  Le  capitaine  appelle  de 
ce  jugement  au  tribunal  de  coutances  qui  le 
conJamne  encore,  mais  informe  la  disposi- 
tion du  tribunal  de  premiere  instance  qui  T 
avoit  condamne  a  six  moisd'imprisonnement, 
I'afFaire  est  actue.lement  devant  le  tribunal  de 
cassation  et  va  e'.re  jugee  sans  delai.  La  loi 
citee  entraine  les  plus  funestes  consequences 
pour  les  navires  qui  font  le  commerce  d'An- 
gleterre,  aux  Isles  de  Jersey  puisque  tous  ces 
navires  sont  a-i  dessous  de  cent  tonneaux,  et 
qu'il  leur  est  impossible  de  ne  pas  passer  dans 
le  rayon  de  quatre  lieues,  le  rat  d'Auvigny,  se 
trouvant  dans  ce  rayon,  cequi  expose  a  des 
grands  inconveniens  la  garnison  et  les  habi- 
tans  des  Isles,  qui  sont  approvisionncs  par  ces 
navires.  La  douane  de  Cherbourg  est  telle- 
ment  convaincue  elle  mt^me  que  le  navire 
etoit  destine  pour  Jersey  qu'elle  vient  de  rcn- 
voyer  a  notre  Gouverneur  Monsieur  le  Gene- 
ral Gordon,  un  Paquet  a  son  addresse  qui  se 
trouvoit  dans  ce  navire. 

CAJuillet  1802. 

No.  14. — Copy  of  a  Lei fer from  Mr.  Meny 
to  M.  lalleyrami,  dated  Paris,  20th  September 
1802 — In  Mr.  Meny' s  separate  of  20th  Sep- 
tem'ier  1  802.— Citoyen  Ministre,  C'est  avec 
peine  que  je  me  trouve  de  nouveau  dans  le 
cas  d'avoir  a  reclamer  conlre  les  eifets  de  la 
loi  de  la  Republique  Fran^aise  qui  declare 
confiscable  tout  bailment  qui  entre  dans  un 
};ort  de  France  avec  des  marchandises  prohi- 
hees — (prohibition  qui  s  etend  encore  a  toutes 
celles  qui  sont  de  manufacture  Anglaise) — 
o'loiqu'  elles  soient  destinces  j)our  un  autre 


port.  Le  brig  Anglais  nomme  Jennies^  capi- 
taine Guillaume  Muckle,  fut  fretle  en  Angle- 
terre  pour  porter  du  charbon  de  terre  au  port 
de  Charente  en  France,  ainsi  qu'une  petite 
quanlile  de  marchandises  Anglaisesau  portde 
Cadiz  en  Espagne  d'oii  il  devait  rapporter  un 
chargement  de  vin.  Arrivee  a  Rochefort  le 
Capitaine  fit  sa  declaration  a  la  douane  de 
tout  ce  quil  avaita  son  bord,  tout  pour  le  port 
de  Charente  que  pour  celui  de  Cadiz,  et  il  a 
offert  de  deposer  dans  la  douane,  jusqu'a  son 
depart,  les  marchandises  qui  etaient  destinees 
pour  I'Kspagne,  en  cas  que  cette  precaution 
fut  juge  necessaire.  Mais  malgre  ce  precede 
franc  et  canJide  de  sa  part,  qui  prouve  evi- 
demment  qu'il  n'avait  aucun  dessein  de  faire 
la  contrabande,  et  que  les  effets  prohibes 
etaient  reellement  destines  pour  un  pays 
etranger,  les  officiers  de  la  douane  ce  sont  re- 
fu  es  a  admittre  sa  declaration  et  ont  saisi  le 
butiraent  en  virtu  de  la  loi  susmentionnee.— 
Les  armateurs  et  les  proprietaires  du  charge- 
ment s'en  etant  plaint  au  gouvernement  An- 
glais, je  viens,  citoyen  ministre  de  recevoir 
les  ordres  de  ma  cour,  de  vous  representer 
cette  affaire,  ainsi  que  d'avoir  I'honneur  de 
solicitor  aupres  de  vous  le  prompt  clargisse- 
ment  du  baliment  et  de  la  cargaison,  auquel 
"on  espere  que  les  scntirncns  de  justice  et  d' 
equite  qui  guident  le  gourvenemcnt  Franqais 
pourront  la  decider  a  se  preter  vu  que  1* 
innocence  du  capitaine  est  prouvee  par  la 
circonstance  de  I'otfre  qu'il  a  fait  de  deposer 
les  marchandises  prohibees,  a  la  douane  jus- 
qu'au  moment  de  son  depart.  Au  reste  jc 
[.irendrai  la  liberie,  citoyen  ministre,  de  vous 
rappcller  dans  cette  occasion  les  observations 
quej'ai  deja  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  exposer 
dans  une  autre  sur  les  effets  prejudicia- 
bles  qui  doivent  necessairement  resulter  au 
com.merce  Anglais,  ainsi  qu'a  la  communica- 
tion amicale  enlre  les  deux  paVs,  de  la  conti- 
nuation en  terns  de  paix  d'une  loi  qui  a  ama- 
nee  d'un  ctat  de  guerre,  et  encore  dans  un 
moment  de  sa  plus  grande  fureur.  J'ai  T 
honneur,  ritoven  ministre,  de  vous  renouvel- 
ler  les  assurences  de  ma  haute  consideration. 

A.  Merry, 
Ju  Cllnyin  I'allcyrand,  ^'c.  S<,'c. 
No.  15. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  M.  Talleyrand,  dated  Paris,  lUh  October, 
1802. — In  Mr.  Merry  s  No.  80. — Citoyen 
Ministre,  Le  batiment  Anglais  nomme  Nan- 
cy, Capitaine  Allen  Richardson,  est  parti  des 
ports  de  Angleterre  pour  Rotterdam  en  Hol- 
land, avec  une  cargaison  composee  de  dif- 
ferentes  marchandises  etrangeres  que  avaient 
etc  prises  sur  des  batimens  ennemis  pendant 
la  guerre  et  vendues  en  Angleterre  sous 
caution  que  les  acheteurs  ont  donne  de  les 
exporter.  Ce  batiment  se  trouvant  deja  sur 
la  cote  de  Flollande  v  a  essuve  un  gros  terns 
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qui  est  survenu  des  avaries,  et  entre  autrcs 
celle  de  la  perte  de  son  beauprc,  ce  qui  lui  a 
oblige  de  se  refiigier  au  port  de  Flcssiiigue. 
II  y  est  entre  vers  Ic  milieu  du  mois  Juillet  de 
cette  aniee,  quand  un  dttxhement  des 
troupes  hran^aises,  commande  par  des  offi 
ciers,  s'est  rendu  abord  et  s'est  emparc  du 
vaisseau  et  de  la  car^aison,  sans  que  le  capi- 
taine  ait  pu  savoir  la  cause  de  cette  saisie. 
Le  vaisseau  y  est  detenu  encore.  Les  cir- 
Constances  de  cet  evenement,  si  elles  sont  en 
effet  telles  que  le  capitaine  et  les  proprietaires 
Jes  ont  rcpresentres  au  gouvernement  Brilan- 
nique,  seuiblent  lui  donner  une  qualilc-  hos- 
tile de  la  part  des  officiers  Fran  ;ais  qui  pa- 
raissent  avoir  voulu  faire  prise  du  batiment 
au  lieu  de  lui  accorder  I'asile,  I'liospilalite  et 
le  sc'cours,  auxquels  il  pouvait  s'attendre  dans 
le  port  d'une  puissance  maintenant  en  paix 
avec  I'Angleterre.  Dans  le  cas  actuel  il  nc 
s'agit  pas  de  marchandises  Anglaises  (si  le 
capitaine  aurait  tente  de  les  introduire  par 
contrebande — ce  done  il  n'a  pas  meme  etc 
accuse) — puisque  toutes  celles  qui  si  trouvent 
abord  du  Nancy  sont  d'autres  pais,  qui.  n'au- 
raient  pas  pu  etre  importi'es  en  Angleterre 
que  comme  prises  sur  rennemi,  et  quoi- 
quelles  eussent  etc-  du  cru,  ou  des  manufac- 
tures d'Angleterre  I'arrivc'e  forcee  du  bati- 
ment semblerait  les  exempter  de  I'application 
de  cette  loi  de  la  Republique  Franqaise  qui 
condamc  encore  toute  production  du  sol,  ou 
de  I'industrie  de  la  Grande  Bretagne.  C'est 
d'apres  les  ordresde  ma  cour,  citoyen  ministre, 
que  j'ai  Ihonneur  de  vous  representer  cette  af- 
faire, et  de  ri'clamer  aupres  de  vous  non  seule- 
ment  Ic  prompt  elargissement  du  susdit  bati- 
ment, avec  sa  cargaison,  mais  qu'il  soit  fait 
justice  aux  proprietaires  pour  les  pertes  qu'ils 
ont  essuyees  par  la  detention  de  leurs  effets. 
Le  gouvernement  Anglais  ne  doute  aucune- 
ment  que  les  sentiments  d'equitc  qui  guident 
celui  de  la  republique  ne  le  disposent  a  ac- 
ceuiller  favorablenient  ces  dcmandes,  pourvu 
qu'il  n'y  ait  aucun  crime  constate  contre  le 
capitaine.  Je  saisis  avec  empressement,  ci- 
toyen ministre,  cette  occasion  pour  avoir 
I'honneur  de  vous  renouveller  les  assurances 
de  ma  haute  consideration.  A.  Merry. 

Ju  Citoyen  Tatlei/rand,  ^'c. 
No.  16. — Copy  of  a  Note  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  M.  TalUyrand^  dated  Furls,  22d  October, 
1802. — Jn  Mr.  Merry  s  separate  dispatch, 
October  25th,  IS02. — Citoyen  Ministre,  II 
vient  de  se  presenter  un  nouveau  cas  o.u  un 
batiment  Anglois  a  sente  d'une  maniere  bien 
frappante  les  effets  de  la  loi  de  la  Republique 
Fran(,'oise  qui  confisque  tout  navire  abord 
duquel  i'on  trouveroit  la  moindre  chose  qui 
fut  de  fabrique  Angloise.  Le  brig  George, 
commande  par  le  Sieur  Jean  Newham,  est 
cntre  dans  le  port  de  Charente  au  commence- 


ment d'Aout  de  cette  annee  pour  prendre  un 
chargcment  d'eau  de  vie,  destine  pour 
Londres,  n'ayant  abord  autre  chose  que  son 
I'est,  et  les  provisions  necessaires  pour  le 
vovaffcs.  Les  douanniers  n'ont  done  pas  pu 
(rouver  autre  chose  de  quoi  se  saisir  que  des 
ustcnsiles  de  la  chambre  du  capitaine  (qu'il  ne 
croyoit  pas  devoir  declarer)  tels  que  des 
asii'ettcs  de  faience,  quelques  verres  et 
quelques  couteaux  et  Fourchcttes  d'auir,  dont 
la  quantite  de  chaque  espece  pour  ne  pas  eu 
faire  le  detail,  pent  tres  faciiement  se  me- 
surer  par  le  prix  de  4  livres  sterlings,  ou  yf-; 
livres  de  France,  que  le  tout  ensemble  avoit 
coule  au  capitaine,  y  compris  dcnix  lampes 
qui  eclairoient  sa  chambre.  Voila,  citoyen 
ministre,  ce  qui  a  suffi  pour  ce  sujet  du  Roi 
ait  subi  toutes  les  rigueurs  de  la  loi  du  10 
Brumaire,  an  cinq  cle  la  Repubhque,  qui 
porte  confiscation  du  batiment  ainsi  que 
d'autres  peines.  Et  voici  un  cas  ou  I'Angle- 
terre auroit  pris  tout  un  changement  des  pro- 
ductions de  la  Frr.nce,  tandis  que  cette  puis- 
sance ne  permet  pas  a  un  capitain  Anglois  qui 
vient  chercher  ces  productions  de  se  servir 
abord  de  son  vaisseau  des  ustensiles  de  son 
propre  pays,  Falloit-il  done,  que  pour  pou- 
voir  entre'r  dans  un  port  de  France  il  fit  ve- 
nir  d'avance  de  ce  pays  des  assiettes,  des 
verres,  des  couteaux  el  des  fourchettes  ?  ou 
si  cela  seroit  impossible  voudroit  on  I'obliger 
a  manger  sur  les  planches  de  son  vaisseau  et 
avec  ses  doigts  ?  Ceci  paroit  incrovable.  II 
est  pourtant  verifie  par  le  fait.  _  Puisque,  ci- 
toven  ministre,  les  representations  que  j'ai. 
deja  I'honneur  de  vous  adresser  sur  des  cas  a 
pen  pres  semblables  n'ont  produit  aucun 
effet,  je  ne  pourrois  pas  m'attendre  a  une 
meilleure  reussite  dans  une  demande  que  je 
ferois  dans  le  cas  actuel :  mais  vous  sentirez, 
citoyen  ministre,  combien  il  est  de  mon 
devoir  de  vousle  faire  connoitre.  J'ai  I'hon- 
neur, &c.  A.  Merry. 
Citoyen  Talleyrand,  ^'c. 
Jy[o.  17. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Merry  to  Lord  Haxukeshury,  dated  PariSy 
October  25th,  IS02.— Separate.— My  Lord, 
John  Newham,  the  Master  of  the  British 
brig  George,  delivered  to  me  a  report  last 
week  of  that  vessel,  which  had  been  freight- 
ed to  come  to  Charante  in  ballast,  to  convey 
from  thence  a  cargo  of  brandy  irom  Eng- 
land, having  been  seized  at  that  port  by  the 
French  custom-house  officers,  because  the 
different  articles  which  they  found  in  the 
master's  cabin  for  use  of  his  treble,  such  as 
plates,  knives,  forks,  and  glasses,  (the  cost  of 
which,  when  neu-,  he  decl  red  to  have  been 
altogether  4/.)  were  of  British  munifacture, 
and  because  he  had  not  made  a  declaration  of 
them  at  tl-.e  cubtom-house.  He  acquainted 
me  moreover  that  his  vessel  had  been  coiv 
*  I  2 
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demned,  in  consequence  of  that  seizure,  by 
two  seatenc-^sof  the  French  tribunals  in  the 
department  where  Charente  is  situated.  I 
thought  it  my  dity,  my  lord,  to  lose  no 
time  in  stating  so  violent  a  proceeding  to  tlie 
French  minister ;  and  I  delivered  to  him  ac- 
cordingly, the  day  before  yesterday,  the  re- 
presentation, of  which  (he  inclosed  is  a  copy, 
taking  that  opportunity  to  remind  M.  Talley- 
rand of  the  former  remonstrances  which  I 
had  deliveicd  to  him  on  subjects  of  a  similar 
nature,  and  renewing  verballv  on  this  occa- 
sion, the  observations  which  I  had  then  had 
the  honour  of  expressing  to  him  in  writing, 
up^m  the  continued  rigorous  execution,  in 
time  of  peace,  of  the  French  law  which  had 
taken  place  at  a  moment  of  the  greatest  heat 
of  the  late  war.  The  minister  confmed  his 
nnswer  to  me,  to  an  ass'irance  that  he  would 
cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made  immediately  in- 
to the  case,  which  I  had  now  laid  before 
him.     J  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 

Anth.  Merry. 
The  Ricrht  Hon.  Lord  Hatvfcesbiny,  cVc. 

No.  18. — Cop7/  of  a  di.y)atch  from  Lord 
WhifMorth  to  Lord  Hcavkeshury.,  dated  Pfirh, 
lOfn  Mai/,  ]  803.— Separate.— My  Lord,  With 
regard  to  (he  numerous  m-^morials  and  re- 
presentations, which  I  hav-  had  (o  make  to  this 
government,  in  behalf  of  tliose  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  who  have  suffered  by  the  de- 
tention and  confiscation  of  (heir  vessels  and 
property  in  the  p^rts  of  France,  I  have  only 
to  obLjerve,  that  they  have,  with  the  excep- 
tion or  one  or  two  instances,  remained  un- 
answered :  I  trust  therefore  no  blame  can 
attach  to  me,  if  my  endeavours  to  carry  into 
effect  your  lordship's  instructions  on  this 
head  have  not  been  more  effectual.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Whitworth. 

I-i!;^/tt  lion.  Lord  ILavAtshiiry,  S:c. 
No.  1 9. — Cop^  of  an  Jmtr action  from  Lord  I 
,  Hohart  to  Lkut.  Central  F.  Dundasy  Lieut,  j 
Governor  and  Commander  of  his  flfajestj/'s  \ 
troops  at  the  Cape  of  Good  if  ope,  dated  the  \ 
17 th  October,  1802;  dat-ed  Ds.vning-slrctt,  \ 
Oct.  17,   1802.  j 

Sir,  Circumstances    having    recently    oc- 
curred, which  render  it  ndviscable  to'delav  I 
the  restitution  of  the  Cape  of  (Jood  Hope  to  | 
the  Batavian  government,  I  am  to  sionlfv  to  I 
you    his     Majesty's    commands,     that    you  { 
should  ret  iin  possession  thereof  until  furt'i'cr  \ 
orders.     It    is,    however,    extremely   desire- 
able,  that,  in  the  execution  ol    this  instruc- 
tion, every  circumstance  should  be  avoided  j 
which  may  be  calc.ilated  to  excite  jealousv  in  j 
thv   Batavian   government,  or  to  create  an  j 
apprrhens'on  of  its  arising  from  an  hostiJe  ' 
molive. — N.B.    I  he  ahote  instruction  received 
at  the  Cape  on  the  3 1  s:   December,   1 802  ,•  and 
arhwzvkdc^ed  in  General   Dunda^'s    dispatch 


dispatch  of  the  3d  Jani/aiy,  received  in  Down,' 
ing-strect  em  the  1 8//(  March. 

No.  20. — Copi/  of  Instructions  from  the 
Rifrhi  Hon.  Lord  Hohart,  one  of  his  Majesti/'s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  i)c.  to  Lieut. 
Gen.  Francis  Dundas,  Lieut.  Governor  and 
Commander  of  his  Majesti/s  Forces  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  ;  dated  Doivning-Hreet,  the  1 6tk 
November,  1  802. — bir,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you,  that,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
structions which,  by  the  King's  commands,  I 
communicated  to  you  on  (he  17th  ult.  it  is 
his  Majesty's  pleasure,  in  the  event  of  the 
Last  India  ships  originally  destined  for  the 
coveyance  of  the  troops,  being  at  the  Cape 
when  you  receive  tb.is  dispatch,  that  you  do 
give  directions  for  their  immediate  embarka- 
tion, with  orders  for  their  departure  for  In- 
dia \^'ithout  delay.  Under  an  impression, 
however,  of  the  probability  of  those  ships 
having  sailed  without  (he  troops,  I  am  to  ac- 
quaint you,  (ha(  otlier  ships- have  been  sub- 
stituted for  that  service ;  but  that  I  am  ap- 
prehensive it  will  be  at  least  one  month  be- 
fore thev  can  leave  this  country,  i  am  also 
to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that 
you  d  )  ])roceed  toithwith  (o  (he  execution  of 
your  former  histructions  lor  the  complete 
evacuation  of  the  Cape.  The  utmost  cordi- 
ality subsisting  between  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  Batavian  Republic,  you 
will  observe  the  most  conciliatory  conduct 
in  all  your  proceedings  with  the  oflicers  be- 
longing (o  (hat  republic.     1  have  the  honour 

to  be,    &C.  IIOBART. 

In  Lieut.  (General  Dmidus,  ^;c. 
No.  21.— C'i/iy  (f  a  Letttr  from  ^Lr.  R. 
A  /.//;'■  to  Lord  J laickesbi/ri/,  dated  London,  AJai/ 
\5th,  180:3. — My  Lord,  In  the  present  cri- 
tical posture  of  affairs,  I  lose  no  tim.e  in 
communicating  to  yorir  lordship,  tor  his  Ma- 
jesty's information,  (iu,t  a  treaty  was  signed 
at  Paris  on  the  .'30th  day  of  April  past,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  y\merica  and  iTance  ;  by 
which  the  comple(e  sovereigu(y  ot  the  (own 
and  territory  of  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  all 
Louisiana,  as  (he  same  was  heretofore  pos- 
sessed by  Spain,  has  been  acquired  by  the 
l'ni(ed  States  of  America.  In  drawing  up 
this  treaty,  ca:e  has  been  (aken  so  to  frame 
the  same,  as  not  to  infringe  any  right  of 
Ci'reat  Britain  in  the  navigation  ot  (he  river 
iMississip[ii.  I  flatter  myself  that  this  com- 
munication will  be  received  with  satisfaction, 
and  regarded  as  a  new  proof  of  (he  disposi- 
tion of  the  United  States  to  observe  towards 
his  Majesty  a  spirit  of  amity  and  con- 
fi'.lence,  impor(an(  at  all  (imes,  and  more 
especially  so  in  present  circumstances,  to  (he 
harmony  and  mi;;ual  prosperity  of  (he  two 
coui  tries.  I  avail  myself  ot  this  occasion  to 
renew  to  your  lordship  the  assurance  of  dis- 
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tlngiiished  consideration,  with  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,   &c.  Rufus  King. 

Ri<^ht  Hon.  Lord  ilaiokesburi/,  l^'c. 
No.   2'i. — Copj/    of  a    Letter  from    Lord 
Haiukeshnrij  to    Air.  A'/^i,',    dated    Doi:nin'^- 
slrcet,  May   \9tfi,    1803. — Sir,    Havim>;   laid 
before  the   King  your  let  er  of  the  Ijlh  ot 
this  mo';th,  in  which  you  inform  me,  that  a 
treaty  was  signed  at  I'aris  on  the  3')th  of  last 
month,  by  the  pienipi'ientiaries  of  America 
and   France,    by  which  the  complete  sove- 
reignty of  the  town   and   territory  of  New 
Orleans,  as  well  as  of  all  Louisiana,  has  been 
acquired   by  the  United  States ;  I   have  re- 
ceived his  Maiestv's  commands  to  express  to 
you  the  pleasure  with  which  his  Majesty  has 
received  this  intelligence,  and   to    add,  tliat 
his  Majesty  regards  the  care  which  has  been 
taken  so  to  tratne  this  treaty  as  not  to  infringe 
any  rio;ht  of  Great  Britain  ii:  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  corr  spondent 
to  that  which  his  Majesty  entertains,  to  pro- 
mote and   improve  that  harmony  and   good 
understanding  which  so  happily   subsist  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  ai\d    which  are  so 
conducive  to  their  mutual  benefit.     I  have  it 
also  hi  command  to  as-.nre  you,  Sir,  that  the 
sen'iments    which    you    have   expressed   in 
making  this  com  runication,  are  considered 
by  his  Majesty's  government  as  an  additional 
proof  of  that  cordiahty  and  confidence  which 
you  have  imiformly  manifested  in  the  whole 
course  of  your  public  mission,    and  which 
have  so  justly  entitled  you  to  the  esteem  and 
regard  of  his  Majesty's   government.     I   de- 
sire you   to  acce[)t  the  assurances  of  the  dis- 
tinguished consideration  with  which  I   have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Hawkesbury. 

Rtfus  Kin:^,  Esu.  cVc. 
FreseiHc-d  May '20,  IS03.— (Referred  to  in 
Mr.  Forestl's  Ittter  to  Lord  fltavkesburt/  nf 
Jan.  2,  180S.J — A  French  frigate  command- 
ed by  an  officer  of  thai  nation,  whose  name 
is  not  known,  arrived  this  day  in  our  Roads. 
On  board  this  vessel  was  embarked  Citizen 
Horace  Sebastiani,  calling  himself  envoy 
from  the  First  Consul  to  these  parts.  On  the 
same  afternoon  he  attempted  to  land  with  the 
officers,  but  as  they  had  arrived  from  Egypt, 
four  guards  of  health  were  placed  over  them. 
He  demanded  a  conference  with  the  govern- 
ment, assuring  our  delegate  regent,  that  he 
was  commissioned  by  the  First  Consul  Bona- 
parte, to  communicate  to  all  orders  of  per- 
sons in  the  Seven  Islands,  the  attachment  and 
rxispect  of  the  First  Consul,  his  desire  of  see- 
ing all  the  people  happy  and  contented, 
whom  he  would  endeavour  to  inspire  with 
veneration  for  tJie  laws,  respect  for  the  ex- 
isting   government,    and    obedience    to    its 


commands.     In   this  designing   manner  he 
extorted  a  consent  from  the  delegate,  that  a 
few  merchants  and  noblemen  should  he  in- 
vited to  the  palace;  which  being  done,  itap- 
pearing  that  Mr.   Antonio  Martinengo  was 
absent,  he  was  sent  for  by  Vice  Commis.-rary 
Renaiid  from  the  house  of  his  friend  Strapodi, 
and,  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  the  palace, 
was  prc'^ented  to   the   French  envoy  Sebasti- 
ani, and  recommended  as  opulent,  possessing 
inlluence,  a  good  man,  and  the  friend  of  the 
people.     Sebastiani  made  him  a  short  com- 
pliment,   and    then  began   his  <liscourse   by- 
saying,   "  ihat  the  First  Consul  had  Iteguu  to 
'^ivc  a  political  existence  lo  these  islands  ;  that 
the  vicissitudes  of  rear  and  the  distance  of  re- 
inforcements iverc  preparim^  for  them  another 
desfi7iy  ;  that  he  feels  the  iiarmest  interest  Jhr 
'heir  inhabitants,  v:ho  would  be  rendered  haji/ij/^ 
f  fh::y  v.ould  adopt  such  a  system  as  would  ut 
7/iOst  anulus;(nis  to  that  of  France  ;  that  inter- 
nal disseutions,  and  false  principle,-^,  had  ior 
a  moment  taken  from  them  the  liberty  of  giv- 
ing tlieir  own  opinion  about   their  constitu- 
tion ;  but  that,  by  a  different  conduct,  they 
might  in  future  possess  that  liberty  ;  that  tlic 
nobility  might  aspire  to  the  oHices  of  govern- 
ment on  the  ground  of  property,  since  it  pro- 
cured them   a  superior  education,    but  that 
t'lev  ought  not  to  pretend  to  estabUsh,  on  a 
plea  of  birth,  those  privileges  which  should 
result  from  education,  virtue,  and  property; 
that  the  people  ouglit  not  to  exclude  the  no- 
bility merely  because  they  were  born  in  that 
sphere  ;  that  a  s]->irit  of  general  concord  ought 
to  rccal  tranquillity  among  the  three  classes 
of  the  nobles,  the'  plebeans,    and  the  mer- 
cantile  class,    which  is  tlie  best ;    that  they 
ought  to  avail  themselves  of  the  favourable 
situation  of  tlie    country  which    gives    tlie 
means  of  })rocuring,  by  commerce,  wealth, 
and  future  opulence ;  that  so  seductive  an  ob- 
ject,    exposed  to    the   view   of  continental 
Greece,  might  rouse  up  that  ancient  ai'dour 
and  national  enthusiasm  for  liberty,  by  which 
the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Islands  will  be- 
come a  power  superior  even  to  its  own  ex- 
pectations ;  that  states  have  the  same  stages 
as  the  life  of  man,  and  therefore  that  it  is 
not  wonderful  if,  during  their  infancy,  the 
errors  of  childhood  should  prevail  in  them ; 
that  if  they  are  averse  to  the  care  of  the 
French  nation  to  maintain  the  happiness  of 
those  islands  even  by  her  own  forces,  (not 
subject  to  the  outrages  of  fortune),  the  First 
Consul,  in  concert  with  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, will  know  how  to  establish  by  force  an 
appropriate  constitution  for  the  Seven  Islands  :• 
that  lastly,  he  reconnnends  to  them  to  make 
known  to  the  people  these  friendly  sentiments 
of    Bonaparte,     directly    communicated    to 
ihem  by  him  his  immediate  organ."     He  said 


nsr] 


PUBLIC  PAPERS  ON  the 


[1132 


something  respecting  the  Emperoj'  of  Russia, 
■but  very  cooUv,  and  added  also,  "  That  un- 
til the  change  of  the  present  government,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  obey  the  laws,  however 
defective   they   may  be,  to  respect  its  mini- 
sters,   and  obey  their  orders."     When   this 
speech    was   ended,    Peta,    the    ex-superin- 
lendant  of  the  Cernides,  cried  out,  "  Long 
Eve  ihe  First  Consul  Bonaparte."  The  Russian 
commandant,  who  was  present,  remained  si- 
lent at  these  proceedii^gs,  and  feeling  himself 
thus  betrayed,  he  testified  his  disapprobation 
by  his  silence.     The  French   envoy,  as  he 
left  the  palace  in  crossing  the  square,    was 
huzza'd  and  applauded  by  the  most  ill-dis- 
posed   of  the  people,  led  away  by  the  bad 
example  of  all  the  former  and  present  officers 
of  t!ie  republic.     Fie  went  into  Mr.  Renaud's 
house,  and  then  returned  on  board  his  own 
ship.     He  enquired  for  an  express  for   Ce- 
phalonia,  where  he  wished  to  send  advices  of 
his    intended    destination.        The     delegate 
could  not  deny  him  permission  to  land,   be- 
cause he  would  have  assumed  the  right  of 
doing  so  of  his  own  authority,  and  he  thought, 
if  in  this  case  he  had  hau  recourse  to  the  Rus- 
sian force,  he  might  have  disturl)ed  the  peace 
which  exists  between  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
and   the   French    Republic.     He  wished    to 
have  opposed  such  a  studied   harangue,  but 
had  he  done  so,  the  French    envoy  would 
have  tho\ight  himself  autliorized  to  have  gone 
out  and  have  made  it  in  the  middle  of  the 
public  square,  and  on  a  holiday,  when  the 
people  were  intoxicated  with  wine,  and  the 
remains  of  a  spirit  of  democracy  now  re- 
viving,  by  v/hich  a  disastrous  scene  might 
have  followed.     These  are  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  delegate  to  chuse  the  lesser  evil, 
more  particularly  so  because  he  had  not  any 
instructions  for  his  guidance  in  such  unex- 
pected   ocairrences.      The     Russian    com- 
mandant   regards   this  affair  as  an    outrage 
against   his  sovereign,    and  he  would  have 
been  sorry  to  have  witnessed   such  a  scene, 
had  he  not  been  obliged  to  do  so. 

Presenttd  May  2(\  1803. — Inslructlom  to 
Lord  Whitworth,  dated  Donning-strett.  Nov. 
\V,    1802.— My  Lord,    I  take  the  first  op- 

[)ortunity  of  communicating  to  your  excel- 
lency, for  the  regulation  of  your  conduct,  the 
instructions  which  bis  Majesty  is  pleased  to  give 
you  on  such  points  as  may  become  subjects  of 
discussion  between  his  Majesty  and  the  French 
government ;  and  to  desire  that  you  will  en- 
deavour to  conform  yourself  to  them  in  all 
your  conversations  with  the  French  ministers. 
You  will  lose  no  proper  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing his  Majesty's  earnest  solicitude  .for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace  which  subsists 
between  the  two  countries ;  his  disposition 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  that  pur- 


pose which  is  consistent  with  the  honour  of 
his  crown  and  the  interests  of  his  dominions ; 
and  his  regret  at  any   circumstances  which 
may  have  arisen  to  interrupt  that  harmony 
and  good  understanding  which  are  so  impor- 
tant to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  both 
countries.     You  will,    however,    state  most 
distinctly  his  Majesty's  determination  never 
io  forego  his  right  of  interfering  in  the  atfairs 
of    the    continent,    on    every    occasion    in 
vvhich  the   interests  of  his  own  dominions, 
or  those  of  Europe  in  general,  may  appear 
j  to  him  to  require   it.     This  right  his  Majesty 
possesses  in  common  with  every  other  inde- 
pendent power ;  it  rests  upon  general  prin- 
ciples, and  does  not  require  the  confirmation 
of  any  particular  treaty.     It   is  nevertheless 
important  that  you  should  observe,  that  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  la-jt  peace,  and  the  principles  upon  which 
tlie  negotiation  was   conducted,  would  give 
his  Majesty  a  special  right  to  interpose  in  any 
case  which  might  lead  to  the  extension  of  the 
power  or  iniiuence  of  J'Vance.     In  the  rom^ 
munications  which  took  place  between   the. 
two  governments  previous  to  the  signature  of 
the  preliminary  articles,  his  ?v1aiestv  proposed,, 
as  the  basis  of  negotiation,  thai  if  the  French 
government  would  not  relinquish  the  contir 
iiental  acquisitions  which   they  had  obtained 
from,  other  powers  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
his  Majesty  would  claim  the  right  of  keeping 
apart  of  his  conquests,  as  a  compensation  for 
the  important  acquisitions  of  territory  made 
by  France  upon   the  continent.     This  prin- 
ciple was  formally  recognized  by  the  French 
government  in  an  official  note  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  "  Cependent  on  reconnoit   que 
"  les  grands  evenemens  survenus  en  Europe, 
"  et  les  changemens  arrives  dans  les  limites. 
"  des  grands   etats   du    continent,    peuvent 
"  autoriser  une  partie  des  demandes  du  gou- 
"  vernement   Britannique."     The  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  were  negotiated  in  con- 
formity to  this  basis ;  and  it  appears,  there- 
fore,   clear,    that  the  then  existing  state  of 
possession  and   engagements  as  respect  the 
continent,  were  the  foundation  of  the  peace 
itself,  and  that  his  Majesty  has  therefore  an 
undoubted  right  to  interpose  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  in  every  case  in  which  the  state 
of  possession  may  appear  to  him  to  have  un- 
dergone any  material  alteration,  or  in  which 
the  engagements  which  were  then  subsisting 
had  been  violated  to  the  prejudice  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe.    You 
will  proceed  to  observe,  that  the  annexation 
of  Piedmont  to  France,  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  makes  a  most  ma- 
terial difference  in  the  state  of  the  fixed  and 
permanent  {possessions  of  France :    that  the 
renunciation  of-the  dutchy  of  Parma  in  favour 
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of  Fraiice,  a  drcumstanCe  which  was  con- 
cealed at  the  time  of  negotiating  the  peace, 
and  which  is  become  of  the  greatest  impor. 
tance  from  its  furnishing  an  additional  in- 
stance of  that  system  of  xccrct  ccf.sloii  which 
is  totally  inconsistent  with  any  system  of  se- 
curity for  Europe,  makes  a  most  essential 
difference  likewise  in  the  relative  situation  of 
the  two  countries :  that  al  the  time  of  con- 
cluding the  peace,  the  French  government 
were  bound  bv  the  most  sr.crcd  engagements 
to  respect  the  independence  of  the  Helvetic 
and  Batavian  Republics,  and  to  allow  the 
people  of  those  countries  to  choose  whatever 
form  of  government  they  might  think  pro- 
per :  that  the  violation  of  this  right  in  the 
Swiss  people,  and  the  invasion  of  their  terri- 
tory, notwithstanding  the  representation  which 
was  made  in  their  favour  by  his  Majesty, 
makes  a  most  material  alteration  in  the  state 
of  engagements  contracted  since  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  adds  most 
considerably  to  the  influence  and  power  of 
France,  to  the  prejudice  of  a  state  which  was 
then  acknowledged  as  independent :  that 
the  conduct  of  the  French  government  to  the 
Batavian  Republic  was  no  less  objectionable  : 
that  the  independence  of  this  republic  was 
acknowledged,  both  by  the  treaty  of  Luneville 
and  by  the  treaty  of  the  Hague  of  the  year  1795: 
that  by  the  treaty  of  the  Hague,  the  French 
government  were  permitted  to  keep  a  garrison 
in  that  country  orIj/  till  the  time  of  general 
peace :  that  by  a  convention  signed  in  Au- 
gust, 1801,  the  French  troops  were  to  re- 
main there  till  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  :  that  the  French  troops  have  not,  to  this 
period,  evacuated  the  country ;  and  that  the 
First  Consul  is  represented  lately  to  have  de- 
clared, that  in  the  event  of  any  differences 
amongst  the  people  of  that  country  on  the 
subject  of  their  internal  government,  he  would 
march  with  his  whole  armv  to  suppress  them  : 
that  (his  is  an  obvious  violation  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Batavian  Republic  ;  and  that 
his  Majesty  would  have  a  peculiar  right  to 
interpose  on  the  present  occasion,  as  he  con- 
sented to  make  numerous  and  most  important 
restitutions  to  the  Batavian  government  in  the' 
treaty  of  peace,  on  the  consideration  of  that 
government  being  independent,  and  not  be- 
ing subject  to  any  foreign  controul.  It  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  recommend  to  your 
excellency  to  make  these  representations  with 
moderation  and  temper.  You  will  attend 
very  particularly  to  any  explanations  which 
may  be  given  to  you  respecting  them ;  and 
you  will  engage  to  report  such  explanations 
to  his  Majesty's  government, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Hawkesbury, 


PAPERS  RESPECTING  tHE  RESTITUTION 
OF  CERTAIN  C(JN  qV  EKED  PLACES,  OR- 
DERED  TO    BE   PRINTER,   M&\'23,    1 S03. 

Coyiy  of  his  Mqjesfys  Order  for  the  restitu- 
tion^ to  the  French  and  Raturian  RepuhUxs,  <f 
thcfolloiving  islands  or  settle insnis  : — Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Martinique,  Tobago,  St.  Lucie, 
Ucseada  and  the  Saints,  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
Curasao,  Surinam,  Demcrara,  Berbice  and 
Essequibo,  St.  Eustatius,  Si.  Martin's,  Goree^. 
conquests  in  East  indies. 

GEORGE  R.— Trusty  and  well  beloved, 
we  greet  you  well :  whereas  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  has  been  signed  at  Amiens  on  the 
27  th  day  of  March  last,  by  our  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary, and  those  of  the  French  Re- 
public, his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the  Bata- 
vian Republic :  and  whereas  it  is  stipulated 
by  the  third  article  of  the  said  treaty,  tliait 
we  shall  restore  to  the  French  Republic  and 
her  allies,  namely,  his  Catholic  Majesty  and 
the  Batavian  Republic,  all  the  possessions 
and  colonies  which  belonged  to  them  respec- 
tively, and  v>'hich  had  been  occupitd  or  con- 
quered by  our  forces  in  the  course  of  the 
war,  with  the  exception  of  the  island  of  Tri- 
nidad and  the  Dutch  possessions  in  the  island 
of  Ceylon  :  and  it  being  further  stipulated,^ 
in  the  twelfth  article  ot  the  said  definitive 
treaty,  that  the  evacuations,  cessions,  and 
restitutions  stipulated  for  by  the  present  trea- 
ty, except  where  otherwise  expressly  pro- 
vided for,  shall  take  place  in  the  continent 
and  seas  of  Africa,  witiiin  three  months  after 
the  ratification  of  the  present  definitive  trealy, 
which  ratifications  were  exchanged  on  tlic 
2,'jd  day  of  April  last :  and  it  being  stipulated 
by  the  1.3th  article  of  the  said  definitive  trea- 
ty, that  in  all  the  cases  of  restitution  agreed 
upon  by  the  present  treaty,  the  fortifications 
shall  be  delivered  up  in  the  state  in  whicli 
they  may  have  been  at  the  time  of  the  signa- 
ture of  the  preliminary  treaty,  and  tliat  all 
(he  works  which  shall  have  been  constructed 
since  the  occupation  shall  remain  uiitouch«i, 
our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  you  do,  pur- 
suant to  the  stipulations  above  recited,  deli- 
ver, or  ^ause  to  be  delivered  to  such  com- 
missary'or  commissaries  as  shall  be  named 
and  authorized  on  the  part  of  the 
Republic  to  receive  the  same,  the  of 

with  the  fortificatio.is  thereof,  ju 
the  state  in  which  they  may  have  been  at  the 
time  of  the  signature  of  (he  preliminary  trea- 
ty, leaving  untouched  the  works  whicij  shall 
have  been  constructed  since  the  occupation  i 
and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 
Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James,  the  day 
of  May  1 802,  in  the  4-2d  year  of  our  reign. 

To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  governor 
of  the  of  or  to  the  officer  com- 
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nianding  our  troops  In  (he  said  settlement, 
and  to  all  others  whom  it  may  concern. 
By  his  Maje^.ty's  command, 

(Coimtcrsigned)  J  Job  art. 

Cop7f  of  an  instruction  from  the  IUi:^ht  Hon. 
Lord  Ilohart^  to  the  frnvcrnors  of,  or  officers 
eominandins;  at  Sui-inam,  Demerara,  Herbice 
and  Essequibo,  Martinique,  St.  Lucie,  To- 
bago,   Curasao. 

Dated  /)oivruitQ:-s/rect^  Oct.  17,  18';2. 

Sii*,  Cireumsi:>nce3  havin<^  occurred,  which 
render  it  adviscable  to  delay  the  restitution  of 
the  of  to  the  Re- 

public, I  am  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's 
commands,  that  you  should  retain  possession 
thereof  until  iurthcr  orders.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c.  lIoEART. 

To  the  Governor  of 

Copy  of  (ui  instruction  from  the  Bight  Hon. 
Jxtrd  llobart^  to  the  Governors  qf\  or  Oljicers 
commandin^j;  at  Surinam,  Demerara,  Berbice 
and  Essequibo,  Martinique,  St.  Lucie,  To- 
bago, Cura(,ao. 

Dated  Doiiiiin^-ylreet,  Nov.  15,  1S02. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  orders,  which,  by 
the  King's  commands,  I  commuucated  to  you 
on  the  17tn  uu.  it  is  his  Majestv's  pleasure, 
that  you  do  immediately  proceed  to  the  resti- 
tution of  the  sedlei.ient  of  to  the 
government;  in  conformity  to  the 
directions  you  have  already  received  for  that 
purpose.     1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

Hob  ART. 

To  the  Governor  of 

Papers  No.   1    to  S,  inch/sive,  prcstvlcd  May 
'J-I-,    1H0.'3.  ! 

No.  1. — Dated  London,  May20,  1803. — 
ily  Lord,  I  have  tlie  honour  to  inclose  to 
your  Lordship  an  ofilcial  note  which  I  re- 
ceived from  >Ytonsieur  dc  Talleyrand  on  the 
day  of  my  departure  from  Paris,  and  my  an- 
swer.    1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c. 

Whitworth. 
Jtt.  Hon.  Lord  Ilaivkeshmy,  tSr. 

No.  2. — Note  from  M.  FalLyrand  to  L.ord 
Whitworth,  dated  Paris,  2'2d  Fiorcal,  An  1  1 . 
— Translatioti. — The  undersigned  is  charged 
to  signify  to  his  excellency  Lord  VVhilworth, 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  ambassador,  that  the 
E'irst  Consul  having  in  the  note  of  the  1  Uh 
of  this  month  made  a  proposal  that  the  island 
of  Malta  should  be  put  into  the  possession 
of  either  of  the  three  guaranteeing  powers, 
namely  Russia,  Austria,  or  Prussia,  it  would 
be  insufficient  to  evade  this  proposition  by 
pleading  the  refusal  of  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  to  accept  the  trust,'  since  the 
intentions  of  their  Majesties  the  Emperor  of 
.  Germany  and  King  of  Prussia  in  that  respect 
remain  to  be  ascertained.     That  moreover, 


the   assertion  contained   in  his   excellency's, 
note  of  the  20th  of  this  month,  as  expressed 
in  (he  following  terms,  "  by  the  refusal  of  his 
Majesty  the  h.inperor  of  Russia   to  listen  to  it," 
is  directly  contrary  to  the  guarantee  which 
his  Imperial  Majesty  has  formally  offered  on 
Condi' ion  of  making  some  triiiing  alterations 
that   the  Eirst  Consul  has    no    ditiiculty    to 
adopt,  but  which  he  knows  that  the  English 
m'nistry  have  refused,  witli  a  view,  without 
doubt,  at  tiie  time,  of   the   strange  preten- 
sion of  keeping  Malta.     That  moreover  this 
assertion  is  in   absolute  contradiction  to  the 
assurances   which  the    first  Consul    has  re- 
ceived from  Petersburgh  since  his  Britannic 
Majestv's  message   i  as   I  ten    known    there, 
and   which  have  lately  been  renewed  to  him 
by  an  authentic  comrnunicaticn  w  ich  Count 
Markoii  made  yesterday  ot   the  intentions  of 
his  court.     From  whence  it  results,  that  it  is 
ini[)0ssible  to  reconcile  the  last  communica- 
tion made  by  his  excellency  Lord  Whitworth 
with  the  fiesh  confirmation  which   has  just 
been  acquired  of  il.c  dispositions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperwr  of  Russia;  and   that  one 
canriOt  help  believing  that  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty,   when    better  inlormed,    will  himself 
hasten  to  give   to  his  excellency  instructions 
diiTering  from  those  which  he  has  received 
and  comniunicated  in  the  name  of  his  go- 
vernment.    The  undersigned  seizes  this  op- 
portunity  to  renew  to  his  excellency  Lord 
V/hitworth  the  assurance  of  his  high   con- 
sideration. Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
a  so)i  iucellence,   c^'c. 
No.  3. — Note  from  Lord   Whitv:orth  to  M. 
Talleyrand,  da.cd  Paris,    May  12,    1803.— 
I'ranslution. — The  undersigned   has  the    ho- 
nour to  acknov\'lcdge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  sent  to 
him  this  day,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  transmit 
it  to  his  court.     In  the  mean  while,  he  re- 
I  quests  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  to  send 
j  hin-i^lhe  passports  which  he  required  of  him. 
He  seizes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  his  ex- 
I  cellency  the  assurance  of  his  high  considera- 
,  tion.  Whitworth. 
j       Au  Ciioyni  Talleyrand,  ^'c. 
Papers  I\o.  i  to  6,  inclusive,  respecting  the  con- 
tinuance of  the   Trench   Troops  in  Hollandy 
ordtrcd  to  be  printed,  May  25,  1803. 
No.  1 . — Lxtri^ct  of   a  Dispatch  from  Mr. 
Piston  to  Lord  Ilaivkesbiiry,  doted  the  LLigue, 
Novejnber  5th,  !  802. — The  anxious  apprehen- 
sions  under   which  the   Dutch  government 
have  for  some  time  laboured,  have  been  in 
some  measure  calmed  by  the  accounts  receiv- 
ed to-day  from  difivrent  quarters.    Their  am- 
bassador at  Paris  has  transmitted  a  copy  of  a 
nervous  and  well-written  memorial,  presented 
by  him   to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  (in 
consequence  of  tlieinstrucdonslately  sent  from 
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hence);  and  he  informs  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  he  received  the  most  positive  as- 
surances from  M.  de  Talleyiand,  that  it  was 
by  no  means  the  intention  of  the  First  Consul 
to  encrease  the  number  of  French  troops  in 
the  Batavian  Republic,  or  to  march  back  those 
now  upon  the  frontiers  into  the  interior  parts 
of  this  country:  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
liis  fixed  determination  to  withdraw  the  whole 
as  soon  as  the  proper  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  that  purpose. 

No.  2. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
J.lston  to  Lord  Haivkesburi/,  dated  tlic  Ilague^ 
November  \2ih,  1802. — Whatever  mav  be  the 
resolution  of  the  First  Consul,  respectincr  the 
final  evacuation  of  the  Batavian  Repub'ic  by 
the  Troops  of  France  (a  subject  on  which  this 
government  remains  in  a  state  of  doubt  and 
imcertainty)  tliere  seems  reason  to  suppose 
that  a  certain  portion  of  them — the  17  th  and 
74th  Demi-Brigades  of  Infantry,  amounting  to 
about  four  thousand  men, — are  to  be  embark- 
ed at  Flelvoet  Sluvs,  and  transported  to  Lou- 
isiana, under  the  direction  of  General  Victor, 
who  has  been  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand in  that  new  colony. 

No.  3. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord 
Whifworth  to  Lord  Haivkesbury,  Paris,  13th 
Dec.  1802. — The  Batavian  ambassador,  Vos 
van  Steinvick,  has  been  instructed  to  m.ake 
a  representation,  couched  in  the  strongest 
terms,  against  the  conduct  of  this  govern- 
ment, with  regard  to  the  French  troops  which 
continue  to  be  quartered  in  Holland.  Your 
lordship  well  knows,  how  long,  and  how  anx- 
iously, the  Batavian  government  has  been  ex- 
pecting to  be  delivered  from  this  burthen. 

No.  4. — Dispatch  from  Lord  IVhitivorth  to 
Lord  Haivkesbiay^  dated  Paris,  December  1  3th, 
1802. — My  lord,  your  lordship  will  learn, 
by  my  former  dispatch  of  this  date,  the  step 
which  is  to  be  talcen  by  the  Dutch  ambassa- 
dor, for  procuring  the  evacuation  of  the  Bata- 
vian territory  by  the  French  troops.  I  can- 
not flatter  myself  that  any  direct  interference 
on  my  part,  would,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, assist  in  promoting  this  important  ob- 
ject— And  I  know  that  the  Dutch  ambassador 
entirely  coincides  with  me  in  this  opinion.  I 
have  however,  invariably,  held  a  language  on 
this  subject,  conformable  to  the  general  in- 
structions which  I  received  on  my  departure 
from  London.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Whitworth. 
Tlie  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ilaivkesbiny,  Sfc. 

No.  5. — Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Liston  to  Lord  Llaivkeshury,  dated  the  Hague, 
Wth January,  1803. — The  negociaticns  be- 
tween the  secretary  of  state  and  M.  de  Se- 
monville,respecting  the  continuance  ofFrench 
troops  in  the  southern  garrisons  of  this  Repub- 
lic, have  been  carried  on  v/ith  uncommon  ac- 
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tivity  for  the  last  few  days ;  and  this  morning 
M.  de  Sparre,  Son-in-Law  to  Madame  de  Se- 
m.onville,  set  out  for  Paris,  carrying  with  him, 
the  ambassador's  report  of  the  result  ot  their 
conferences.  The  Dutch  government,  though 
they  appear  to  be  devoted  to  the  idea  of  the 
independence  of  their  native  country,  have 
adopted  the  opinion,  that  it  is,  upon  the 
Avhole,  wiser  to  yield  to  the  wish  of  Bonapar- 
te, to  continue  for  a  limited  time  small  garri- 
sons in  some  of  the  frontier  towns,  than  by 
an  obstinate  resistance  to  draw  on  this  Repub- 
lic the  fate  ot  Sv/itzerland. 
Papers  No.  1  and  2,respecting  the  Guarantee  of 
Russia,  ordered  to  beprinted,  May  26,  lS03. 
No.  1. — Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Haivkes- 
bury  to  Sir  John  IVarren,  dated  Doivning-street^ 
January  29th,  1803. — Sir,  your  excellency's 
dispatches,  to  No.  21,  inclusive,  have  been 
received  and  laid  before  the  King.  I  send 
you  now  inclosed  the  olhcial  answer  to  the 
note  of  the  chancellor  Count  Woronzow,  re- 
lative to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens — it  has  been  delivered  to  Count  Si- 
mon Woronzow,  the  Russian  ambassador  at 
this  court.  In  communicating  this  note,  you 
will  express,  in  suitable  terms,  how  sensibly 
His  Majesty  feels  the  friendship  which  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  has  manifested  to  him  on 
this  occasion,  in  his  disposition  to  concur  in 
the  arrangements  relative  to  tb.e  island  of 
Malta — and  how  sincerely  His  Majesty  re-^ 
grets,  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  acquiesce, 
without  condition  or  explanation,  in  every 
thing  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  has  proposed 
on  the  subject.  His  Majesty  however  trusts 
that,  when  all  the  circumstances  are  taken 
into  consideration  which  bear  upon  this  im- 
portant subject,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  will 
be  satisfied,  that  the  line  of  conduct  which 
has  been  adopted  by  His  Majesty,  is  such  as 
a  regard  to  good  faith  and  to  the  interests  of 
his  dominions  have  rendered  necessary. 
The  only  material  difference,  between  the 
arrangement  proposed  by  the  Empei-or  of 
Russia  for  the  Island  of  Malta,  and  that  in 
which  his  Majesty  is  willing  to  concur,  re- 
lates to  the  stipulations  in  favour  of  the  Mal- 
tese inhabitanls.  It  is  important  that  yout* 
excellency  should  impress  the  Russian  govern- 
ment with  the  conviction  of  t'.  e  services  ren- 
dered by  the  inhabitants  of  Malta  to  his  Ma- 
jesty and  to  the  common  cause,  at  the  time 
v;hen  the  French  were  in  possession  of  the 
island.  Thai,  for  nearly  two  years,  they 
maintained  a  state  of  constant  and  active  hos- 
tility against  the  French  :  that  several  thou- 
sands of  them  perished  in  this  state  of  hosti- 
lity ;  and,  that  these  eiforts  were  made  at  aT 
time  when  they  could  receive  assistance  from 
no  other  foreign  power  :  that  the  attachment 
evinced  by  the  Maltese  to  his  Majesty,  durint; 
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the  blockade,  and  tliieir  loyalty  to  him  since  1  and  in  your  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  Rus- 
be  has  obtained  possession  of  the  island,  gives    sian  government  to  the  objects  of  them.  The 


them  a  peculiar  claim  to  his  protection,  and  a 
right  to  expect,  that,  in  the  future  arrange- 
ments fur  the  island,  some  advantages  should 
be  stip'ihied  in  their  favour  :  that,  indepen- 
dent of  every  consideration  of  good  faith, 
vour  excellency  well  knows  that  the  IMaltese 
inhabitants,  if  attached  to  their  government, 
are  equal  to  the  defence  of  the  island ;  and 
th.it  every  motive  of  policy,  therefore,  as 
well  as  of  justice,  renders  it  expedient  to  en 


events  which  have  happened  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  definitive  treaty  ;  the  unbound- 
ed ambition  which  has  been,  and  still  is,  ma- 
nifested by  the  French  government ;  might 
have  justified  his  Majesty  in  bringing  forward 
new  demands,  and  in  even  claiming  the  ap- 
propriation of  Malta,  as  some  counterpoise  to 
the  acquisitions  made  by  France  since  the 
treaty  of  peace;  but  ihe  moderation  with 
which  his  Majebty  has  been  actuated  in  all  his 


deavour  to  conciliate  their  affections.  These  concerns  with  foreign  powers,  and  his  anxi- 
circumstanccs  being  premised,  )ou  will  state,  ous  desire  that  the  peace  of  Europe  may,  if 
that  the  objection  which,  it  is  conceived,  has  j  possible,  be  effectually  consolidated,  has  in- 
had  most  weight  v.-lth  his  Imperial  Majesf}-,  |  duced  him  to  forego  those  claims  which  the 
is  that  stipulaVion  in  the  Kvdi  article  of  the  I  increased  and  i)icreas:ng  power  of  France 
treaty  of  Amiens,  which,  at  the  tiiue  tliat  it  I  might  have  justified  him  in  advancing ;  and 
establishes  a  Maltese  langiie,  requires  no  I  as  every  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
proof  of  nobility  for  admis.sion  into  that  ■  has  been  in  a  course  of  execution  on  his 
langue:  that  such  a  stipulation  is  considered  i  part,  v.ith  the  exception  of  the  tenth  article, 
as  ieadin"-  to  the  estabhshme:i1  of  a  plchean  '  he  is  desirous  of  shewing  his  disposition  to 
lano-ue,  totally  inconsistent  with  the  s[Miit  of  1  concur  in  an  arrangement  which  may  be 
the  institution  of  the  Order.  His  Alajesty  1  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  ihe  article; 
is  extremely  desirous  of  devising  means  by  i  if  such  an  arrangement  can  be  rendered  con- 
which  this  objection  shall  be  obviated,  and  |  sistent  with  the  honour  of  his  crown  ;  and  if 
the  interests  of  the  Maltese  adequately  con-  i  it  etlectually  provides  for  the  object  of  the 
suited.  The  proofs  of  nobility,  which  have  j  tenth  article  :  the  independence  of  the  Island 
been  required  for  other  priories,  have  been  }  of  Malta.  1  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect, 
various;  and  the  povv'er  of  the  Pope  to  grant  j  &.'c.  Hawkesburv. 

dispensations,    has  been  admitted  to  exist  :  [    His  Exccllcnrj/  Sir  John  IVairen,  ^-c 


if,  therefore,  arttuil  nohiliaj  was  made  the  in- 
dispensable condition  of  admission  into  the 
Maltese  langue  or  priory,  t'-e  objection, 
whicli  is  at  present  made  to  this  part  of  the 
arrangement,  would,  in  a  great  degree,  if 
not  wholly,  be  removed.  As,  however,  the 
number  of  persons  who  would  be  capable  of 
ad.nission  into  the  Order,  in  consequence  of 
such  a  regulation,  y.'ould  be   very  limited,  it 


No.  2. — Copy  nfa  Nottfrom  Lord  Ilaivkes- 
hury  to  the  Vice-ChuiiccUdr  Cmmt  A.  IVorozql]', 
JdU-d  J)oiv)iiitij;-sfrect,  Jdv.  '29,  ]SO;i. — The 
undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  laid  before  the 
King,  the  note  of  the  chancellor  of  his  Im- 
peri:J  Majesty  of  all  the  Russias,  together 
with  the  projet  of  the  articles  inclosed  in  it, 
which  v/as  delivered    to  his    excellency    Sir 


aj)pcars  reasonable,  that  some  further  stipula-  1  John  Borlase  Warren,  in  consequence  of  the 
t'ons  should  be  made  in  favour  of  the  inhabi-  1  invitation  made   by  his   excellency  and  the 


tants  of  Malta  ;  and  it  may  l^e  proposed  to  re 
vive,  under  such  regulations  and  modifica- 
tions as  may  be  judged  expedient,  I'le  na- 
tional council  which  formerly  existed  iii  that 
island,  v\'hich  should  form  no  part  of  the  Or- 
der, but  which  should  have  a  share  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  island,  and  a  dcliber.itive 
voice  in  all  its  internal  concerns.  A  body  of 
this  description  could  not  be  considered  as  in 
any  respect  derogatory  to  the  ancient  instiiu- 
tion  of  the  Order,  and  u'ould  be  conformable 
to  what  existed  within  the  island  till  within  a 
very  very  few  years.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  information  on  these  points,  that  in- 
structions will  be  sent  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball ; 
it  being  impossible,  afier  all  that  has  passed, 
to  bring  the  negotiation  to  an  issue,  wiihoul 
some  communication  udth  the  principal  in- 
habitants of  Malta.  His  Majesty  relies  on 
your  zeal  in  giving  effect  to  these  instructions, 


French  minister,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic, 
to  hij  Imperial  Majesty  to  accede,  as  a  gua- 
ranteeing power,  to  the  10th  article  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  signed  at  Amiens 
on  the  27 th  day  of  March  last.  It  has  been 
his  Majesty's  sincere  and  constant  desire,  that 
the  sti])ulations  of  this  article,  as  well  as  every 
other  part  of  the  definilive  treaty  of  peace, 
should  be  carried  into  complete  effect ;  and 
as  circumstances  have  arisen,  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty,  which  render  it  im- 
practicable to  execute  the  tenth  article  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  it,  and  which  have 
made  fresh  stipulations  necessary,  that  means 
should  be  found,  by  amicable  negotiation,  of 
accomplishing  an  arrangement,  which  may 
be  deemed  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the 
treaiy,  and  to  the  intentions  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  at  the  time  of  concluding  it.     His- 
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Majestv  attaches  the  greatest  importaiue  to 
the  accession  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  the 
lOih  article  of  the  definitive  treaty;  not 
only  on  account  of  the  security  wiiich  the 
guarantee  of  his  Imperial  Majcsiy  would  give 
to  the  independence  of  the  Island  of  Malta, 
but  likewise  from  a  desire  to  obtain  his  Im- 
perial Majesty's  sanction  and  concurrence, 
with  respect  to  the  arrangements  stipulated  in 
that  article.  His  Majesty  has  invariably  ma- 
nifested the  same  disposition.  As  soon 
as  he  learnt  the  proceeding,  which  had 
been  adopted  at  St.  Fetersburgh,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proclamation  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  for  the  election  of  a  Grand  Master, 
he  proposed  to  the  French  government  to 
join  with  him  in  declaring,  that,  as  con- 
tractinff^parties  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  they 
were  ready  to  acknowledge  that  election  to 
be  valid,  and  to  recognize  the  person  who 
might  be  named  by  the  Pope  out  of  those 
who  were  chosen  bv  the  priories  in  Russia, 
and  whose  names  appeared  in  the  list  that  was 
then  published,  to  be  Grand  Master  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John.  In  conformity  to  the 
principles  which  governed  his  Majesty's  con- 
duct on  that  occasion,  he  is  perfectly  read}'  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
for  the  conclusion  of  a  supplementary  con- 
vention to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens ;  and  he  has  no  dilficulty  in  declaring 
his  entire  acquiescence  in  the  second,  third, 
iifth,  and  sixth  articles,  contained  in  the  pro- 
jet  delivered  to  Sir  John  Warren  ;  his  Ma- 
j-esty  entirely  concurs  likewise  in  that  part  of 
the  first  article,  which  relates  to  the  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Order  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem  over  the  Island  of 
Malta  and  its  dependencies,  ^^'ilh  respect  to 
the  other  part  of  the  article,  which  refers  to 
the  advantages  stipulated  in  favour  of  the 
Maltese;  his  Majesty  is  cMtremeiy  anxious 
that  means  m.av  be  devised  of  reconciling  the 
views  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  rel-.'tive  to 
the  Order  of  St.  John,  ■'^'ith  the  atteniion, 
which  a  regard  for  the  iionour  of  h.is  crowi^. 
renders  due  to  the  interests  and  v.-jshes  of  the 
Maltese  inhabitants,  and  with  the  indispen- 
sable object  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
p.ace,  ihat  of  providing  effectually  for  the 
independence  of  the  island  ;  and  he  trusts  thai 
such  an  arrangement  may  be  found  not  in- 
consistent v.'iih  the  spirit  of  the  crifjiml  in- 
stitution  of  the  Order.  His  Majesty  will  lose 
no  time  in  giving  instructions  to  Sir  Alexan- 
der Ball,  to  take  measiu'es  for  obtaining  the 
information  which  may  be  necessary  for  en- 
abling his  Majesty  to  form  his  determination 
on  this  subject.  '  Flis  Majesty  trusts  that  that  I 
part  of  the  fourth  article,  which  relates  to  ! 
the  number  of  Neapolitan  troops,  will  be 
judged   unnecessary,  when   it  is  understood  j 


that,  with  a  view  to  (he  execution  of  (he 
/)ro\isions  of  the  (reaty  of  Amiens,  measures 
have  already  been  taken  for  raising  a  Maltese 
force  of  2000  men,  which,  together  with  the 
2000  at  present  in  the  island,  will  form  an 
adequate  garrison  ior  its  defence.  His  Ma- 
jesty, however,  entirely  agrees  v,  ith  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding- adequate  funds  for  the  support  of  this 
garrison  ;  and,  as  the  property  of  the  Spanish 
priories  has  been  sequestered  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  detiniiive  treaty,  to  which 
treatv  his  Catholic' Majesty  was  a  party,  he 
thinks  it  indispensible,  thai- the  property  of  those 
priories  should  be  restored  to  then' ;  especially 
as  tlie  Portugu.ese  governm.ent  have  lately  de- 
clared their  intention  of  sequestrating  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Portuguese  priory,  as  iorming  a 
part  of  the  Spanish  langue,  unless  the  priories 
of  Spain  are  reinstated  in  their  former  pos- 
sessions. As  those  sequestrations  have  been 
carried  into  effect  since  t  e  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  and  as  it  is  higiily  important  io 
secure,  under  any  circumstances  which  n  sy 
happen,  a  revenue  adequate  to  the  maii.te- 
nance  of  the  civil  and  military  governmcni, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  island,  his 
Majesty  adopts,  from  a  conviction  of  its  ne- 
cessity, the  suggestion  ci  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  that  whatever  sum  may  be  requisi(e 
for  that  purpose  beyond  tlie  ordinary  re- 
venue, shall  be  provided  l;y  an  equal  con- 
tribution on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  and  of 
the  French  government ;  and  in  default  of 
payment  by  either  of  the  parties,  it  shall  be 
at  the  option  of  the  other  party  to  contribute 
the  whole.  His  Majesty  has  thus  statet", 
without  reserve,  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  bis 
sentiments  on  every  part  of  this  important 
subject,  and  his  readiness  to  agree  in  such 
modifications  of  the  K'th  article  of  the  trealy 
of  /\miens,  as  may  be  found  not  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  it  ;  as  may  be  compatible 
with  ihe  interests  of  all  the  parties  concerned, 
and  which,  his  Majesty  trusts,  will  therefoie 
prove  satisfactory  lo  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

-H  A  \V  K  E  S  B  U  R  V . 

Papers  No.  1    to  S  inrliisive,  respecling   Co/n- 
uicrckd  Coinnicssioners  from  Frnnct :  Order- 
ed :o  he  printed  June  1,    180:5. 
No.  1. — Translation  rf  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Gtto  to   Lard   IJaivkcsbioy,    dated   Portmun- 
sqmnr,  d/«j/ 23,   1S02. — My  Lord,  his  Bri- 
tannic    Majesty's  government  having   often 
manifested   to  me   a  desire  to  concert  some 
particular  arrangements  for  the  establiihm.ent 
or  the  maintenance  of  several  relations  of 
commerce  between  the  two  nations :  fli  ha\-e 
the    satisfaction  to  inform  your   excellency, 
that   the  First  Consul,    penetrated  \i'ith  I'lc 
same  sentiments,  and  having  a  particular  do* 
-  K  2 
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sire  to  consolidate  the  relations  of  friendshi]") 
so  happily  rc-eslablished  between  the  two 
nations,  has  determined  to  send  without  de- 
lay to  London,  Citizen  Coquebert  Montbret, 
who  has  lately  resided  at  Amsterdam  with  the 
character  of  commissary  general  of  com- 
merce. He  has  received  orders  to  repair  to 
London,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  co-o[)erate 
with  me  on  every  thing  relative  to  this  im- 
portant negociation ;  and  I  am  particularly  ! 
directed  to  assure  the  British  government, that 
the  First  Consul  desires  to  conduct  it  prompt- 
ly to  a  termination  mutually  advantageous. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Otto. 

Biirht  Hon.  Lord  Ilcnvkesbwy,  S)'c. 
No.  '2. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Ihnvkes- 
hiry  to  j]J.  Otto,  dated  Doii-ning-strect,  Mai/ 
21-,  1802. — Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday, and  to  inform  you,  that  his  Majesty's 
government  have  learnt,  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, the  disposition  of  the  First  Consul 
to  conclude  some  arrangement  with  respect 
to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  this 
country  and  France.  Whenever  Mr.  Coque- 
bert Alontbret  shall  arrive,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  enter  into  an  immediate  negociation  on 
this  important  object,  in  concert  with  you 
and  that  gentleman  ;  and  I  trust  that,  by  our 
conjoint  exertions,  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
bring;  it  speedily  to  a  conclusion  reciprocally 
beneficial  to  both  countries.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,    &C.  H  .V  'vV  K  E  s  B  u  R  Y . 

ill  Otto,  cVc. 
No.  3. — TranshiiLon  of  a  letter  from  M. 
Otto  to  Lord  Ilaivkesburi/,  dated  London, 
June  2i,  1802. — My  Lord,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour herewith  to  transmit  to  you  the  original 
commission  appointing  Citizen  Coquebert 
IVIontbret  commissary  general  of  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  the  French  Republic  at 
London.  I  request  you  to  give  to  this  act 
the  accustomed  formalities,  in  order  to  enable 
Citizen  Coquebert  freely  to  fulfil  his  duties, 
on  the  condition  of  jierfect  reciprocity  to- 
wards the  person  whom  his  Majesty  may 
think  fit  to  send  to  France  with  the  same 
character.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Otto. 
Ills  Excellency  Lord  [Iav:kcsbury,  i?,-c. 
Lnclnsure  referred  to  in  No.  '.L — Iramla- 
tion  of  M.  Coquebert  Montbret's  conimlssinn  as 
Comnilsmry  General  for  commercial  relations 
at  London. — In  the  name  of  the  French  people. 
— The  First  Consul  of  the  Republic  having 
appointed  Citizen  Charles  Stephen  Coquebert 
Montbret,  to  the  post  of  commissary  general 
of  the  commercial  relations  of  the  French 
Rep;iL.'ic  at  London ;  orders  him  to  repair, 
without  delay,  to  his  destination,  there  to  ex- 
ercise, conformably  to  the  lav.-s,  the  func- 
tions with  which  he  is  intrusted  ; — enjoins  all 


French  merchants,  captains,  masters,  owners, 
and  seamen,  as  well  as  all  other  Frenchmen 
residing  within  the  said  district,  to  acknow- 
lege  Citizen  Coquebert  Montbret  in  the  post 
conferred  upon  him  in  the  name  of  the  French 
people,  and  to  give  him  an  account  of  the 
navigation,  and  destination  of  their  vessels, 
and  of  every  thing  which  may  relate  to  the 
service  in  which  he  is  employed.     For  which 
purpose   they    are   to    exhibit    their  license, 
clearances,  passports,  and   are   punctually  to 
conform  themselves  to  all  the  regulations  he 
may  require.     The   First  Consul  moreover 
enjoins  the   minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic  at  London,  to  apprize    the 
government  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Citizen  Coquebert  Montbret,    and 
to  require  their  approbation  thereof,   as  com- 
missary general  aforesaid,  in  order  that  he 
may    freely   exercise  his    functions,  without 
any  left  or  hindrance  whatever  j  offering  per- 
fect reciprocity  towards  all  those  who  shall 
be  in  like  manner  recommended   to  him. — 
Given  at  Paris,  at  the  national  palace  of  the 
Consuls,  under  the   seal  of  the  French  Re- 
public, the  30th  Floreal,  year  10. 

The  First  Consul  of  the  Republic, 

Bonaparte, 
By  order  of  the  First  Consul, 
The  Secretary  of  State,  FIugues  B.  Maret. 
'Lhe  Minister  for  Foreip^n  Affairs, 
('//.  Mau.  'Lalleyrund. 
No.  4. — 7  ranslution   of  a  letter  from  M. 
Olio   to   Lord  IJaiikeslnny,    dated    Portman- 
scjmrc,  Sept.  15,    1802.— My  Lord,  I   have 
the  honour  of   transmitting   to   your   excel- 
lency,   the  original    commission    appointing 
Citizen  Chcpy  ^ice-commissary  of  commer- 
cial relations  in  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guern- 
sey, and  y\lderney.     I  beg  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  annex  the  exequatur  in  the  usual 
form  to  it,  and  to  return  it  to  me.     I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Otto. 

I  lis  Excellency  Lord  Havjkesbury,  ^c. 
Jiiclosnre  referred  to  in  ho.  4. — 'Lranslation 
(f  the  commission  of  Citizen  Peter  Chcpy,  as 
I  ice-Commissary  of  commercial  relations  at 
Jersey,  *.Vc- — /«  the  nu7ne  of  the  French  Bepub 
lie. — The  First  Consul  of  the  Republic  hav- 
ing r.ppointed  Citizen  Peter  Chcpy  to  the  post 
of  vice-commissary  of  commercial  relations 
of  the  French  Republic  in  the  islands  of  Jer- 
sey, Ciuernsey,  and  Alderney,  orders  him  to 
repair  without  delay  to  his  destination,  there 
(o  exercise,  in  conformity  to  the  lav/s,  the 
functions  with  which  he  is  entrusted; — en- 
joins all  merchants,  captains,  masters,  owners, 
and  seamen,  as  well  as  every  other  French- 
man residing  within  the  said  district,  to  ac- 
knowledge Citizen  Chepy  in  the  post  con- 
ferred upon  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Frenc  h 
people,  and  to  give  him  an  account  of  the 
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navio-atlon  and  destination  of  ihcir  ves.st*ls, 
and  of  every  thing  which  may  relate  to  (he 
service  in  which  he  is  employed.  For  which 
purpose,  they  are  to  exhibit  to  him  their  li- 
cense, clearances,  passports,  and  are  jmnc- 
tiiallv  to  conform  themselves  to  all  the  regu- 
lations he  may  require.  The  First  Consul 
moreover  enjoins  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Repuulic  at  1-ondon,  to  ap- 
prize the  British  government  of  Citizen 
Cliepy's  appointment,  and  to  require  their  ap- 
probation thereof  as  vice-commissary  aforesaid, 
in  order  that  he  may  freely  exercise  his  func- 
tions, vi'ithout  any  letter  hindrance  whatever; 
offering  perfeft  reciprocity  towards  all  those 
who  lliall  in  like  manner  be  recommended  to 
him.  Given  at  Paris,  in  the  national  palace 
of  the  Consuls,  under  the  seal  of  the  French 
Republic,  the  Thermidor,  10th  year. 
The  Mrst  Consul  of  the  French  Republic, 

BoNAP  A  RTE, 

By  order  of  the  First  Consul, 

Hut^ucs  B.  Mairt,  Secretary  of  State. 
Ch.  Mail.  Talteyra7id, 

Minister  fer  Foreign  Affairs. 
No.  5. — Copy  of  a  Note  from  Lord  Haickes- 
hury  to  Mm  Otto,  dated  Doivning-streei,  Sept. 
ISt/i,  1802. — Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15fh 
instant,    inclosing   the   commission    of    Mr. 


assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  S.c. 
M.  Otto,  i)C.  Hav/kesbury. 

No.  6. — Translation  of  a  Letter  from  M, 
Tidhyrand  to  Gen.  Andreossy,  dated  lurU,  9i/i 
Nivose,  An  1  I .  com)iiiinleated  by  the  latter  to 
Lord  Ilawkesbury,  in  ansiver  to  a  verbal  lie- 
presentation,  ivhirh  had  been  made  by  him  to  tha 
French  Andmssador. — I  n-ccived  v\ith  your 
letter  of  the  2d  of  this  month,  citizen  ambas- 
sador, copy  of  a  circular  letter,  and  of  a  series 
of  questions  that  1  had  directed  to  several 
commi'^saries  of  French  commercial  relations, 
residing  in  foreign  parts;  and  this  letter  is 
merely  in  reply  to  that  part  of  your's  whica 
relates  to  this  circumstance.  You  inform  n.e, 
that  the  passages  underlined  are  those  vvhicli 
appear  to  have  excited  the  mistrust  of  the 
English  government,  by  whom  my  packet  w.'S 
opened.  You  will  readily  have  observed, 
that  the  part  of  my  letter  which  was  the  most 
strikingly  underlined,  was  the  close  of  ir, 
wherein  I  rtcommended  the  commissaries  not 
to  consider  the  task  I  required  ot  them  as 
forming  a  part  of  your  official  correspondence, 
but  to  write  at  the  top  of  thr;ir  answers.  Pri- 
vate Correspondence.  To  enable  you  to  judge 
of  my  motives,  and  to  give  every  satisfaction 
to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  it  you  think  it  of  suili- 
cient  importance,  it  will   be  sufficient   to   tell 


Chepy  as  yice-commissary  of  commercial  re-    you,  that  the  inlormations   I  am  deiirous  of 


lations,  on  the  part  of  the  French  Republic,  for 
the  illands  of  Guernsey,  Jersey,  and  Alderney. 
1  desire  you  to  be  assured,  that  his  Maji^sty's 
government  have  uniformly  been,  and  continue 
to  be,  solicitous  to  see  the  commerce  between 
this  country  and  France  renewed  upon  a  just 
and  equitable  footing:  it  has  therefore  afford- 
ed them  sincere  concern  to  learn,  that  their 
disposition  in  this  respeft  has  not  as  yet  been 
met  by  a  corresponding  disposi'ion  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government ;  but  that  the 
commerce  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in  the 
ports  of  France,  is  in  a  very  uncertain  and 
precarious  state,  and  is  exposed  to  numerous 
vexations  and  difficulties.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, his  Majesty  is  under  the  neces- 
sity of  postponing  the  recognition  of  any  com- 
mercial agent  of  the  French  Republic  within 
his  dominions,  until  some  commercial  arrange- 
ment, either  definitive  or  provisional,  can  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  two  governments.  The 
expectation  of  receiving  more  satisfadory  in- 
formation upon  this  important  subjeft,  has  hi- 
therto induced  me  to  deter  returning  an  answer 
respecting  the  commission  of  M.  Coquehen 
Montbret,  as  commissary  general  of  commer- 
cial relations  on  the  part  of  the  French  Re- 
public But  having  been  disappointed  in  that 
expectation,  I  request  you,  ijir,  to  consider 
the  determination  ot  his  Majesty,  as  stated  in 
this  letter,  to  be  equally  applicable  to  M.Coque- 
bert's  nomination.     I  desire  you  to  accept  the 


collecting,  are  intrmled  for  the  completion  of 
a  work  in  the  nature  of  that  intitlcd,  the  "  Lu- 
lance  of  Commerce.''  This  object  forms  no 
part  of  the  labours  of  any  of  the  branches  of 
the  department  for  foreign  affairs ;  it  is  entu\> 
Iv  the  business  of  men  of  letters.  The  qm:-.- 
tions  which  I  have  put,  are  with  a  view  to 
verify  the  information  ah-eady  obtained  by 
other  information ;  and  the  commissaries  of 
commercial  relations  are  better  qualified  to 
furnish  me  with  it,  than  any  one.  T  his 
trifling  matter  forms  no  part  of  their  ordinary 
employment ;  and  for  that  reason  is  not  classed 
with  their  communications,  which  ought  al- 
ways to  be  made  in  the  regular  Ibrm.  My 
design  rather  is  to  enforce  the  execution  of  it, 
than  to  allow  a  departure  from  it.  This  is  an 
invariable  principle  with  me.  But  the  mere 
reading  of  my  letter,  and  of  the  questions  an- 
nexed thereto,  sufficiently  prove  how  fastidi- 
ous it  would  be  to  attach  to  them  any  greatc- 
importance  than  what  is  due  to  a  work  strictly 
literary  :  and  1  was  so  little  desirous  of  avoid- 
ing their  publicity,  that  I  at  first  entertained 
the  idea  of  having  them  printed.  I  have  the 
honour  to  salute  )ou. 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
No.  7. — Minute  of  a  verbal  Communlcatioa 
from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  General  Andreosry, 
dated  Jan.  1 1,  1803. — Lord  Hawkesbury  in- 
formed the  French  ambassador,  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  representations  which  had  been 
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made  on  the  subject  of  the  Frendi  commissaries 
of  commercial  relations,  by  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, it  was  their  dctermiiiation,  not  to 
allow  those  persons  (o  execute  any  of  the 
funciions  assigned  to  them  by  their  respective 
commissions,  nor  to  proceed  to  the  nominal 
places  of  their  destination  ;  and  in  the  event 
of  tlieir  atrernpting  (o  proceed  thither,  to  di- 
rect tliem  to  quit  the  Kiiig's  dominions.  In 
order,  however,  to  obx'iate  the  necessii)'  of 
having  recourse  to  these  raeasiires,  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  tnisled  that  the  French 
government  would,  of  their  own  accord,  di- 
rect these  persons  to  return  to  Frauce. 

><Jo.  s. — McmorfDidui/i :  June  ]st,  1S03." — 
No  order  to  quit  his  ?vlajesly"s  dominions  was 
sent  to  any  of  the  persons  stiling  themselves 
"  commissaries  ot  commercial  rclalions," 
except  to  >,1.  Chepy,  at  Guernsey. 

Fitpers  So.  1,  '2,  and  3,  respcciing  the  Maltese 
Deputies  and  M.  C/icpi/ :  ordered  to  be 
printed  Jims  6,  IS03. 
No.  1. — Translatimi  (;f  a  Letter  from  the  IMal- 
tese  Deputic.i  to  Lord  LLobart ;  dated  ipper 
Ber.Wci/strcet  \st  Mareh,  iSO'i. 
The  depuiies  sent  en  the  part  of  tlie  extra- 
ordinary congresses  held  at  Malta  and  Go- 
zo,  consisting  of  the  heads  of  battalions  and 
representatives  of  ihe  several  villages,  have 
tlie  honour  to  lay  l:efo-.e  Lord  Hobnrt, 
rninister  of  his  E'i-ilan.nic  r\ia;esly  for  the 
department  of  war,  {i:e  fo!lov/ing  memoir, 
conformably  to  the  in^inictions  which  they 
received  from  their  constiLuen'.s,  the  9th 
November,   ]SU1. 

Mv  Lord,  It  is  wllh  the  most  lively  grief 
;snd  the  utmost  surprise  that  the  Maltese 
people  have  been  informed  of  the  severe  and 
imm.erited  fate  which  awaits  them,  in  the  re- 
turn of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  to 
the  islands  of  Malta  and  Gozo.  The  defec- 
tion and  ti-eachery  of  Avhich  that  Order  be- 
came guiltv,  will  form  an  a:ra  in  the  annals 
of  the  world,  as  striking  as  .that  which  now 
replacesus  under  its  despotic  dominion,  not- 
withstanding that  it  betrayed  us  to  an  army 
unfaithful  to  its  promises  and  engagements, 
^he  judgment  which  posterity  will  pronounce 
upon  this  transaction,  will  be  no  panegyric  on 
the  age  in  which  vve  live  ;  and  we  anticipate 
the  complaints  and  the  reproaches  which  our 
latest  descendants  will  direct  against  us,  if  a 
base  timiditv  should  induce  us  to  be  silent 
before  the  just  and  magnanimous  tribunal, 
at  which  we  have  the  beneht  of  appealing. 
We  refrain  from  alledging  the  motives,  which 
would  justify  our  resentment  towards  the  Or- 
der of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  The  blood 
that  has  been  shed  ;  the  deaths  of  twenty 
thousand  of  our  fellow  citizens,  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  greatest   distresses;    the  ex- 


pences  incurred  during  the  first  mon'Jis  of 
the  re\-ohition,  for  the  support  of  our  bat- 
talions, and  the  loss  of  six  millions  of  crowns, 
sufiicienilv  refute  the  atrocious  calumnies 
vvith  wliich  the  author  of  the  Avsiicr  to  the 
Manifesio  <■•/'  i!ie  Priory  of  Russia  has  endea- 
voured to  load  us.  The  falsehood  confutes 
itself;  since  it  was  notorious  to  every  one, 
that  the  plan  of  the  invasion  of  Malta  was 
projected  at  Paris^  and  that  it  was  entrusted 
to  the  iirst  Knights  of  the  Order  resident  at 
Malta.  Thev  continually  received  letter;; 
written  in  cypher,  without  exciting  any  alarm 
either  in  the  late  Grand  Master  de  Rohan,  or 
in  the  Grand  Master  Hompesch.  After  these 
irrefragable  facts,  judge,  my  lord,  whether 
the  Maltese  people  will  see,  without  astonish- 
ment, and  with  indiiFcrcnce,  the  authors  of 
their  misfortunes  returning  into  their  coun- 
trv,  to  dispose  of  their  interests  ?  If  we  our- 
selves- were  willing  to  keep  silence,  the  ashes, 
still  warm,  of  those  who  died  to  free  and 
conquer  their  native  land,  would  cry  out  to 
us  more  elfectuallv  to  defend  our  rights 
"'-.d  the  cause  of  truth.  Yes,  my  lord,  v,-c 
dare  io  afAiin,  that  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalen'.  cannot  be  re-established  in  Malta, 
without  invading  the  just  rights  of  the  august 
descendants  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  the 
rights  of  the  J-TaUese,  and  exposbg  the  latter 
to  new  convuLions.  The  Maltese  people, 
distinguished  of  old  for  their  fidelity  by  their 
ancient  sovereigns,  have  been  equally  dis- 
tinguished in  these  late  times  by  their  energy 
and  thtir  love  for  justice.  They  easily  sacri- 
fice the'r  resentments,  but  they  require  that 
their  sacrifices  sliould  be  acknowledged.  la 
proof  of  u  Ivic'-;,  my  lord,  permst  us  to  recall 
to  you,  the  qi'.iet  submission  which  the  Mal- 
tese displayed  in  the  capitulation  made  bv 
the  Enghsh  general  with  Monsieur  Vaubois^ 
Our  blood,  our  labours,  our  rights,  and  ail  ovir 
interests,  were  either  forgotten  or  despised. 
We  beheld,  v/ith  an  exemplary  calmness, 
commanding  respect  in  those  who  witnessed 
it,  the  French  lay  down  th.eir  arms  upon  the 
glacis,  only  to  load  themselves  with  the  re- 
mainder of  our  spoil;  so  that  the  faithful  and 
virtuous  Maltese  was  reduced  to  a  condition  to 
envy  the  lot  of  the  guilty  and  rebellious. 
Would  we  could  withhold  from  our  descend- 
ants, the  knowledge  of  a  capitulation,  which 
wounded  our  rights  and  rendered  us  un.hap- 
py !  It  is  true,  that  the  presence  and  the 
wisdom  of  Captain  Ball,  to  whom  we  then 
preferred  our  complaints,  contributed  much 
to  the  alleviation  of  our  distresses ;  but  as 
subsequent  events  have  neither  seconded  our 
expectations  or  our  wants,  we  cannot  conceal 
from  you,  my  lord,  the  unfavourable  im- 
pressions which  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
liave   tiiven  us,  of  a  <'overnmcnt,  to  which 
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we  have  always  been  desirous  to  prove  our  j 
attachment,  our  fidelity,  and  our  preference,  i 
Wc  know,  mv  lord,  that   it  is  not  for  us  to 
influence  political  transactions.     Nature  has 
destined  Malta  to  be  determined  by  relation 
to  its  position  and   its  strenglh,  and   not  to 
decide  on  its  own  arrangements.     But  it   is, 
nevertheless,  for  policy  to  consider  its  nu- 
merous population.     Russia,  France,  and  all 
the  other  powers  of  Europe,  are  too  just  and 
too  enlightened  to  condemn  the  conduct  of 
the  Maltese,  in  their  opposition  to   the   re- 
establishment    of    an   Order,   which,   by   its 
tyranny,    treachery,    and   corruption,  is   for 
ever  incapable  of  inspiring  confidence,  or  of 
conciliating   the   minds   of  the   people,     if, 
therefore,  my  lord,  the  people  of  Malta  are 
doomed,    by   inevitable    and  imperious    cir- 
cumstances, to  endure  the  pain  and  affliction 
of  being  separated  from  the  empire  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  if  the   tranquillity  of 
Europe  demands  that  the  islands  of  Malta  and 
Gozo   should    be    placed   in  a  condition  of 
neutrality,  we  entreat  you,  my  lord,  in  the 
name  of  our  constituents,  and  of  every  thing 
most  dear  and  sacred    among  men,   in  the 
name  of  the  rights  of  nations  and  of  justice, 
to  beseech  his  Britannic  Majesty  to  vouch- 
safe to  employ  his  efficacious  and  powerful 
mediation  with  the  other  powers,  in  order 
that   the    islands  of   Malta  arid  Gozo    may 
be  left    in    the   enjoyment  of    their   inde- 
jjendence,    under  the   mutual  guarantee  of 
Great    Britain    and    France,    and    not    be 
treated   as   a   conquered  country  after  that 
their  inhabitants  have  spilt  their  blood  and 
exhausted   their   substance   in   its    defence. 
You  must  be  sensible,  my  lord,  that,  in  our 
quality  of  deputies,  we  could  not  avoid  sub- 
mitting to  your  excellency  the  wishes  and  the 
intentions  of  our  nation.     In  citing  a  part  of 
the  crimes  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem, wc  have  not  merely  sought  to  2.ive 


vent  to  our   feelijigs,  but   to  justify,  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  universe,  our  eternal  ojv- 
position  and  vigorous  resistance  to  it,  should 
it  ever  dare  to  appear  again  amidst  our  hearths, 
still  tt'Ct  with  the  blood  which  it  iias  caused  to 
flow.     Deign,  my  lord,  to  employ  your  cre- 
dit with  his  Britannic   Majesty,  in  favour  of 
justice,  of  truth,  of  humanity,  and  of  a  na- 
tion worthy  of  a  different  fate ;  and  accept, 
if  you  please,  the  homage  of   the  most  re- 
spectful devotion,  with  wluch  we  have  tlic 
honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c.  &c. 
Le  Marijiih  Ttstafcrrata. 
L\'Vube  Emanuel  Bicaud. 
JJAbba  Pierre  Ma  ilia. 
Ph.  Castdiinu,  Lieut,  des  Villes,  &c. 
Antoine  Mallia.,  Jurat  du  Goze, 
Michel  Cachia,  Representant. 
No.  2. — Letter  from  the  Maltese  Deputies  to 
Lord   HoLart,    dated    April    2,     J  803. — See 
Ccbbett's  Register,  VoL  III.  p.  8(^:7. 

No.  3. — Minuie  of  the  Measures  taken  re- 
.spectiiig  M.  Chepy. — On  the  1  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1 S02,  a  letter  was  written,  by  Sir 
George  Shee,  under  Lord  Pelham's  direction, 
to  General  Gordon,  commanding  at  Guern- 
sey ;  which  stated,  that  his  Majesty  had  re- 
fused to  allow  any  of  the  persons  stiling  them^ 
selves  "  commissaries  of  commercial  rela- 
tions," to  exercise  any  of  the  functions  ap- 
pertaining to  that  office  witliin  his  Majesty's 
dominions.  On  the  .5  th  of  February,  1803, 
General  Gordon  was  instructed  to  represent 
to  Mr.  Chepy,  that  as  none  of  the  commis- 
saries of  commercial  relations  had  been  per- 
mitted to  proceed  to  tlie  places  of  their  des- 
tination, and  that  some  of  them  had  actually 
returned  to  France,  it  vx'ould  be  advisable 
for  him  also  to  repair  to  that  country.  On 
the  9th  of  March  Ibllowing,  General  Goj-- 
don  v.'as  directed  to  order  Mr.  Chepy  to  quit 
Guernsey  without  delay,  if  he  had  not  al- 
ready taken  his  departure  from  it. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS  ON  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  PRELIMINARY 
AND  DEFINITIVE  TREATIES,  AND  THE  LATE  NEGOTIATIONS  BE- 
TWEEN GREAT-BRITAIN  AND  TFIE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 

Published  by  Order  of  the  French  Government. 
Part  I. — The  Preliminaries  of  London. 


AS  soon  as  the  changes  which  took  place  in  •■ 
France,  on  the  18th  of  Brumaire,  were  esta- 
blished, the  sole  desire  of  the  First  Consul  was 
to  give  peace  to  the  world;  and  he  was  anxious 
to  determine  on  the  means  of  doing  it.  The 
most  direct,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  best. 
He  could  not  beheve,  that,  after  eight  years 
of  ^  war,  the  result  of  which  had  destroyed 
the  hopes  of  tliwse  who  had  undertaken  it, 


those  powers  which  had  been  most  deter- 
mined in  the  contest,  did  not  feel  the  necessi- 
ty of  terminating  those  calamities  which 
seemed  to  have  no  decisive  point,  and  were 
without  the  promise  of  any  adequate  com- 
pensation. He  imagined,  that  a  false  dig,- 
nity,  and  the  prejudices  attached  to  old  po- 
litical systems,  might  hinder  the  belligerent 
pa/ties  from  advancing  the  first  propositions; 
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and  as  the  pacification  of  Europe  depended 
upon  their  being  made,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  do  it.  Ele  accordingly  addressed  letters  to 
the  Emperor  and  to  the  King  of  England. 
The  letter  of  the  First  Consul  to  the  King  of 
England  was  conceived  in  the  following 
terms : 

Paris,  bth  Xivose,  S/h  Year. 
Being  called  by  the  wishes  of  the  French 
nation  to  fill  the' chief  magistracy  of  the  re- 
public,   I   considered  it  becoming    me,    on 
iaking  possession  of  my  charge,  to  make  a 
direct  communication  of  this  circumstance  to 
your  Majesty.     The  war  which  has,  for  eiglit 
years,  ravaged  the  four  parts  of  the  world, 
ought  not  to  be   eternal ;  and  surely  some 
means  might  be  employed  to  come  to  a  right 
imderstanding  on   the    subject.     How   is  it 
possible  that  the  two  most  enlightened  na- 
tions of    Europe,    and    whose   power    and 
strength  are  more  than  sufficient  to  secure 
their  own  safety  and  independence  ;  how  can 
they  sacrifice  to  ideas  of  vain  glory,  the  wel- 
fare of  commerce,  interior  prosperity,    and 
every  comfort  of  domestic  life!     How  is   it 
that  they  are  insensible  to  the  truth,  that  peace 
is  the  first  of  our  wants,  and  the  first  object 
of  our  glory  !     These  sentiments  must  be  fa- 
miliar to  the  heart  of  your  Majesty,    who 
reigns  over  a  free  nation,    and  whose  only 
object  is  to  render  them  happy.     Your  Ma- 
jesty will  perceive,  tliat   in  this  overture    I 
have  no  other  object  than  to  contribute  effi- 
caciously, and  for  the  second  lime,  towards  a 
general  pacification,  by  some  prompt  mea- 
sure, and  an  entire  confidence,   disengaged 
from  those  forms,  which,  however  necessary 
they  may  be  to  disguise  the  dependence  of 
inferior  states,  do  not  conceal  any  thing,  in 
th.e   stronger  governments,    but   the  mutual 
ciesire  to  deceive.     Both  France  and  Eng- 
land, by  a  misapplication  of  their  strength, 
may  yet  for  a  long  time,  and  to  the  distress 
of  mankind,  retard  its  dissolution :  but  I  do 
not  hesitate  U.-  assert,  that  the  fate  of  every 
civilized  nation  is  attached  to  the  termination 
of  a  war  which  embraces  the  whole  world. 

Bonaparte. 
There  was  surely  every  reason  to  expect, 
that  an  overture  so  frank,  so  sincere,  aiid  so 
conformable  to  the  interests  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, would  receive  a  direct  and  favourable 
answer:  but  the  British  government,  insteaii 
of  meeting  the  question  of  peace  fairly,  and 
acceding  to  the  offers  v.'hich  had  been  made 
f-ir  a  negotiation,  entered  upon  a  justification 
of  (he  war,  and  enveloped  herself  in  recri- 
minations which  it  was  necessary  to  combat, 
though  at  that  moment  no  hope  could  be 
er.tciLained  of  a  discussion  begun  with  such  an 
opposition  of  opinion.  The  answer  of  Lord 
C.enviiic  to  tiie  Miiiistcr  of  Foreign  Aftairs, 
1 


and  the  note  which  accompanied  it,    were 
expressed  in  the  following  terms  : 

London,  Dov:nin<j;-street,  Jan.  4,  1 SOO- 
Sir,  I  have  received  and  presented  to  the 
inspection  of  his  Majesty  the  two  letters 
that  you  addressed  to  me.  His  Majesty,  see- 
ing no  occasion  to  depart  from  the  forms  so 
long  established  in  Europe  on  the  business 
which  is  transacted  between  different  states, 
has  coirimanded  me  to  return  you,  in  his 
name,  the  official  answer  which  is  inclosed  in 
this  note.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  high 
consideration,  &c.  &c.  Grenville. 

Doivning-street,  Jan.  4,  1  SOO. 
Tlie  King  has  gi\'en  frequent  proofs  of  his 
sincere  desire  for   the  re-establishment  of  a 
permanent  tranquillity  in  Europe.     He  has 
not  been,  nor   is   he  now   engaged    in  any 
contest  from  false  notions  of  glory.     He  has 
had  no  other  views  than  to  maintain,  against 
all  aggression,  the  rights  and  happiness  of  his 
subjects.     R  is  for  these  objects  that  he  has 
hitherto  contended  against  an  improvoked  at- 
tack :  it  is  for  the  same  objects  that  he  is  com- 
pelled to  continue  the  contest  ;  and  he  enter- 
tains no  expectation  that  he  can  remove  this 
necessity  by  entering  into  a  negotiation  with 
those,  whom  a  new  revolution   has  so  lately 
invested  with   power  in    France.     In  fact, 
from  such  a  negotiation,  the  desirable  object 
of  a  general  peace  can  receive  no  advance- 
ment, till  it  is  clear  and  evident  that  those 
causes  cease  to  operate  which  originally  pro- 
duced the  war,  have  since  prolonged  its  du- 
ration,   and  which,    more    than  once,  have 
renewed    its    effects.     This  system,    whose 
predominant  influence  France  has  just  reason 
lo  consider  as  the  cause  of  her  present  mis- 
fortunes,   is  also    that  which  has  enveloped 
the  rest  of  Europe  in  a  tedious  and  destruc- 
ti^e  war :   and   of  a  nature  unknown  for  a 
Inng  succession  of  years  to  civilized  nations. 
To  extend  this  svsrem,  and  to  exterminate  all 
established    governments,    the    resources   of 
France  have  from  year  to  year  been  lavished 
and  exhausted,  in  the  midst  of  unexampled 
distress.     Owing  to  this  undistinguishing  spi- 
rit  of  destruction,  the  Low   Countries,  the 
United   Provinces,    and   the   Swiss  Cantons, 
those   antient  friends  and   allies  of  his  Ma- 
jesty have    been   sacrificed.      Germany  has 
been  ravaged  ;    and  Italy,   though   snatched 
from  its  invaders,  has  been  the  theatre  of  fre- 
quent pillage  and  disorder.     His  Majesty  finds 
himself  under  the  necessity  to  maintain  a  dif- 
ficult and  buriliensome  contest,  to  secure  the 
independence  and  existence  of  his  kingdoms. 
And  these  calamities  are  not  confined  to  Eu- 
rope alone,  but  arc  made  to  reach  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  world,  even  to  countries 
so  far  removed  bv  their  situation,  as  well  as 
their  interest,  from  the  present  contest,  that 


11,5.'?] 


NEGOTIATION  with  ENGLAND. 


[1154, 


its  existence  was  probably  unknown  io  those 
who  are  on  a  sudden  uivolved  in  all  its  hor- 
rors. While  siieh  a  system  predominates, 
and  the  blood  and  treasures  of  a  populous 
and  powertui  nation  are  lavished  to  siipporf 
it,  it  has  been  proved  by  experienee,  that 
there  is  no  other  way  to  guard  against  it,  but 
by  open  and  d.-cided  war.  The  most  solemn 
treaties  have  only  prepared  the  way  for  new 
aggressions  :  and  it  is  to  this  determined  spi- 
rit of  resistanee  alone,  that  is  to  be  attributed 
the  preservaiion  of  what  yet  remains  in  Eu- 
rope, of  private  property,  of  personal  liberty, 
of  social  liberty,  and  the  free  exercise  of  re- 
ligion. In  his  vigilant  attention  to  the  pre- 
tiervalion  of  these  essential  objects,  his  Ma- 
jesty cannot  place  a  confidence  in  the  simple 
renewal  of  general  jn-olessions,  announcing 
pacific  dispositions.  These  professions  have 
been  again  and  again  pubhshed  by  all  those 
who  have  successiveiv  directed  the  resources 
of  France  towards  ihe  destruction  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  even  by  those  v/hom  the  actual 
go\-ernors  of  France  have  declared,  from  the 
beginning,  and  at  all  times,  to  be  incapable 
of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity.  His  Majesty  will  experience  a  very 
sensible  pleasure,  when  he  shall  perceive  that 
the  danger  v^'hich  has  bO  long  threatened  his 
own  dominions  and  those  of  his  allies,  exisls 
no  more ;  when  he  shall  be  convinced  t-"  at 
resistance  is  no  longer  a  m.Uter  of  necessil\-, 
and  when,  afier  such  a  long  succ.-s;ion  of 
crimes  and  misrortunes,  he  shall  see  belter 
{)rinciples  predominate  in  France  :  in  a  word, 
when  t  .ose  gigantic  projects  of  ambition,  and 
restless  plans  of  destruction,  which  have 
broug'.t  into  doubt  the  existence  of  civil  so- 
cief\",  are  no  more.  But  the  conviction  of  biich 
a  change,  how  agreeable  soever  it  might  be 
to  the  wishes  of  his  Majestv,  muit  be  the  re- 
sult of  experience  and  evidence  of  facis.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  most  natural  and  the  best 
security  for  the  reality  and  stal/Jity  of  (his 
change,  will  be  found  in  the  re-establishment 
of  that  race  of  princes,  who,  during  so  many 
ages,  knew  l;ow  to  secure  the  internal  pro- 
sperity of  the  French  nation,  and  maintain 
its  exterior  respect.  Such  an  event  would, 
at  the  present  moment,  and  in  future,  re- 
move all  obstacles  which  have  been  opposed 
to  the  negotiation  for  peace,  it  would  assure 
to  France  the  incontestible  enjovmcnt  of  its 
antient  territory,  and  give  to  all  the  other 
nations  of  Europe,  by  calm  and  peaceable 
measures,  that  security  which  thev  are  now 
compelled  to  seek  by  other  means.  But,  de- 
sirable as  such  an  event  may  be  for  F^rance, 
and  the  whole  world,  his  Majesty  does  not 
exclusively  attach  to  it  the  possibility  of  a 
solid  and  durable  peace.  His  iMajesty  does 
oot  pretend  to  prescribe  to  France  the  form 
Vol.  III. 


of  its  government,  nor  in  vvhat  hands  it  shall 
depose  the  necessary  authority  for  conducting 
the  affairs  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 
His  iMajestv  looks  only  to  the  security  of  his 
own  states,  of  those  of  his  alhes,  and  of 
Fiurope  in  general :  whenever  he  shall  be 
convinced  (hat  this  security  may  be  obtained 
in  anv  wav  v/hatcver  ;  whether  it  results  from 
(he  interior  situation  of  the  country,  whose 
interior  situation  caused  the  original  danger; 
whether  it  proceeds  from  any  other  circum- 
stance which  leads  to  the  same  end;  his  iMa- 
jestv will  embrace  with  ardour  the  occasion 
of  concerting  with  his  allies  a  plan  cfgeneral 
and  immediate  pacification.  Unhappily,  to 
the  present  moment  no  such  security  has 
existed  :  no  pledge  of  those  principles  which 
ought  to  direct  the  new  government;  no 
reasonable  motive  to  judge  of  its  stability. 
In  this  situation,  it  remains  only  for  his 
jMajesty  to  pursue,  in  concert  with  the 
other  powers,  a  just  and  defensive  war, 
which  his  zeal  for  the  happiness  of  his 
subjects  will  never  permit  him  to  continue 
beyond  the  necessity  to  which  it  owes  its 
oi-igin,  or  to  conclude  on  any  other  condi- 
tions but  those  which,  in  his  opinion,  will 
contribute  to  secure  to  them  the  enjoyment 
of  their  tranquillity,  their  constitution,  and 
their  independence.  Grenville. 

The  French  minister  replied  by  a  note,  in 
which  he  combailed  and  disproved  all  the 
allegations  of  the  British  govcrmrient ;  and 
which  he  concluded  by  renewir.g  the  formal 
proposition  of  a  negotiation,  and  the  offer  of 
passports  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Paris,  '2'^  A'ivose,  An  S. 

The  official  note,  dated  Nivose  2^,  an  8, 
addressed  to  the  minister  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, having  been  ofFcred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic, 
i;e  remarked  with  surprise,  that  his  Britannic 
Majesty  relied  on  an  opinion  of  tlfe  origin 
an  1  consequence  of  the  existing  war,  which 
is  not  altogether  correct.  So  far  from  F" ranee 
having  provoked  it,  from  the  very  beginning 
of  the  revolution  she  has  solemnly  proclaimed 
her  love  of  peace,  her  indisposition  to  con- 
quest, her  respect  for  the  independence  of 
ail  governments ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  solely  occupied  with  her  own  interior 
affairs,  she  had  avoided  to  take  part  in  tho.e 
of  Europe,  and  remained  faithful  to  her  de- 
clarations. But,  by  an  opposite  disposition, 
as  soon  as  the  French  revolution  had  blazed 
forth,  almost  the  whole  of  Europe  leagued 
for  its  destruction  ;  the  aggression  was  in  a 
state  of  operation  long  before  it  became  pub^ 
lie.  Internal  resistance  was  excited ;  oppo- 
nents were  received  with  favour  ;  their  armed 
re-unions  were  encouraged ;  their  secret 
olots  v.cre  tolerated  ;  their  exti^avagajit  ds- 
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clarations  were  supported :  the  French  na- 
tion was  outraged  in  (he  persons  of  its  agents, 
and  England  set  the  example  hi  this  particu- 
lar, bv  the  dismissal  of  the  minister  which 
she  had  accredited.  In  short,  France  was  at- 
tacked in  lier  independence,  in  her  honour, 
and  in  her  security,  long  before  war  was  de- 
clared. It  is  to  the  projects  of  subjection,  of 
dissolution  and  dismemberment,  which  have 
been  prepared  against  her,  and  the  execution 
of  which  has  been  frequently  attempted  and 
pursued,  that  France  is  entilled  to  impute  the 
evils  that  she  has  sutrered,  as  well  as  those 
which  have  afflicted  Europe.  Such  projecis, 
though  they  have  been  for  a  long  time  v,'i(h- 
out  example  in  such  a  powerful  nation,  could 
not  fail  to  bring  on  the  most  hid  conse- 
quences. Assailed  on  all  sides,  the  repuMic 
was  obliged  to  direct  on  all  sides  the  c^h)^l^ 
necessary  for  its  defence  ;  and  it  was  lor  the 
support  of  its  independence  that  she  has  em- 
ployed the  means  which  were  in  her  po\',  <  r, 
and  the  courage  ofdier  citizens.  While  ^he 
perceived  that  her  enemies  combined  to 
despise  her  rights,  she  depended  upoji  the 
enemy  of  her  resistance  ;  but  no  sooner  did 
they  renounce  the  hope  of  seizing  them,  than 
she  manifested  a  desire  for  peace  ;  and  if  her 
endeavours  have  not  always  been  eificr.f  ii)us, 
if  in  the  midst  of  those  circumstances  u  nifh 
the  revolution  and  the  war  have  successively 
produced,  the  preceding  dej«?sitaries  of  the 
executive  authority  in  France,  haA  c  not  al- 
v/avs  practised  moderation  in  the  same  pro, 
portion  as  the  nation  displayed  its  courage,  it 
must  be  attributed  to  the  fatal  animosity  with 
which  the  resources  of  England  have  been 
lavished  to  consummate  the  ruin  ol  France. 
But  if  the  wishes  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  a? 
he  assures  us,  accord  with  those  of  the  Fieneh 
Republic,  and  are  for  the  establishment  of 
peace,  whv,  inslead  of  making  an  apology, 
does  he  not  do  his  utmost  to  terminate  it  ?  and 
what  obstacle  is  there  to  prevent  a  reconcilia- 
tion, whose  utiUty  is  general  and  acknov.- 
ledged,  above  all,  where  the  First  Consul  of 
tlie  French  Rei)ublic  has  personally  given  so 
many  proofs  of  his  eagerness  to  terminate 
the  calamities  war,  and  of  his  disposition  to 
maintain  a  rigid  observance  of  treaties  already 
concluded }  The  First  Consul  of  the  French 
Republic  cannot  doubt  that  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty will  acknowledge  the  right  of  nations  to 
change  tlie  form  of  tlieir  government,  since 
it  is  the  exercise  of  that  right  by  which  he 
holds  his  crown  :  but  he  cannot  comprehend 
on  what  view  of  this  fundamental  principle, 
on  which  the  very  existence  of  political  so- 
cieties depend,  the  minister  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  has  been  able  to  adopt  that  conduct 
which  tends  to  interfere  in  the  interior  con- 
♦Ci'us  of  llic  public,  and  which  is  not  less  in- 


jurious for  the  French  nation  and  itj  govern- 
ment, than  it  would  be  for  England  and  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  as  it  might  excite  a  dispo« 
sit  ion  towards  that  republican  system,  whose 
forms  were  adopted  by  England  in  the  last 
century  ;  or  operate  as  an  exhortation  to  re- 
call to  the  throne  the  family  whom  birth  had 
placed  on  it,  and  a  revolution  compelled  to 
descend  from  it.  It,  at  no  very  distant  pe- 
riod, and  when  the  constitutional  system  of 
the  republic  possessed  neither  the  force  nor 
the  solidity  which  it  can  boast  at  the  present 
moment,  his  Britannic  Majesty  thought  pro- 
per to  propose  conferences  on  the  subject  of 
peace,  why  is  he  not  eager  to  renew  negotia- 
tions to  which  the  present  and  reciprocal 
'late  of  affairs  i)romises  a  rapid  progress  ? 
On  all  sides  the  voice  of  humanity  .and  the 
[)eople  implore  the  termination  of  a  war  al- 
n-ady  distinguished  by  such  great  disasters ; 
and  whose  prolongation  threateiis  Eiu'ope 
with  an  imiversal  shock,  and  irremediable 
evils.  It  is  then  to  arrest  the  course  of  these 
calamities ;  or  that,  at  length,  their  terrible 
consequences  should  be  imputed  only  to 
( hose  wIk)  provoked  them,  that  t  he  First  Consul 
of  the  I'^rcnch  Republic  proposes  to  put  an 
immediate  end  to  hostilities,  in  agreeing  to  ^ 
suspension  of  arms,  and  in  naming,  on  both 
sides,  plenipotentiaries  who  shall  repair  to 
Dunkirk,  or  rinyotl^er  town,  not  less  con- 
^'cnic:ltly  situated  for  the  rapidity  of  their  re- 
spective coir.munications,  and  who  shall  la- 
bour without  any  de'av  in  re-establishing 
peace  and  a  good  uiidcrstanding  between  the 
French  Republic  and  kngland.  'Fhe  First 
Consul  oilers,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  the 
necessary  pas:ipo!  ts. 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

This  note  was  followed  by  tlie  ensuing  re- 
ply from  llie  English  government: 

Doivtiiiiff-streft,  'lOt/t/anuari/,  1800. 

The  otiicial  note  transmitted  bv  the  mini- 
ster of  foreign  affairs  in  France-  and  received 
by  the  undersigned  the    IHth  of  the  current 
month,  has  been  submitted  to  the  King.     His 
Majesty  cannot  avoid  expressing  the  impres- 
I  sion  he  felt,  observing  that  in  this  note,  the 
I  unprovoked  aggressions  of  France,  which  are 
I  the   sole  cause  and  origin  of  the  war,  are 
j  systematically    defended   by  those  who  now 
I  govern  it,  under  the  same  injurious  pretexts 
:  by  which  they  were  originally  attempted  to  be 
disguised.     His  Majesty  will  not  enter  into  a 
refutation  of  allegations  which  are  not  gene- 
rally developed,  and  which  (inasmuch  as  they 
relate  to  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty)  are  not 
only  in  themselves  altogether  devoid  of  foun- 
dation, but  equally  contradicted  both  by  the 
interior  evidence  of  events,  from  which  they 
[  spring,  and  by  the  formal  testimony  given  at 
the  tiaie,  by  the  gove-ranieut  of  France  it-. 
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self.     With  respect  fo  the  objects  of  the  note, 
his  Majesty  must  refer  to  the  answer  which 
he    has    already    given.      He    has    exposed, 
without  reserve,  the  obstacles  which,  in   his 
judgment,  deprive  the  present  moment  of  all 
hope  of  desiring  any  advantage  from  a  nego- 
tiation.    The    motives    to    treat  which    are 
brought  so  forward,  and  on  which  so  much 
contidence  is  placed  in  the  P>ench  note,  the 
persoiial  dispositions  which  are  there  said  to 
prevail  for  the  conclusion  of  peace,  and  the 
future  preservation  of  treaties,  th.e  power  to 
affirm  the  effect  of  the  dispositions  which  are 
supposed  to  exist,  the   soliditv  and  continu- 
ance of  the   newly-established  system,  after 
lucha  rapid  succession  of  revolutions;  all  these 
things  are  points  which  cannot  be  known  but 
after  the  test  whic!i  his   Pvlajesty  has  already 
required,  the  result  of  experience,  and  the 
evidence  of  facts.     With  this  sentiment  of 
sincerity  of  frankness  and  solicitude,  for  the 
very   necessary  establishment  of  peace,    his 
Majesty  has  pointed  out  to  France  the  most 
certain  and  prompt  means  to  attain  this  end  ; 
but  he  has  declared  in  terms  equally  explicit, 
and  with  the  same  sincerity,  th.at  he  does  not 
entertain  a  wish  to  prescribe  to  a  foreign  n^v 
tion  the  form  of   its  government;    that    his 
thoughts  are  alone  directed   to   the  surety  of 
his  (5wn  stales  and  of  Europe;  and  that  at  the 
first  moment  when,  in  his  judgment,  he  can 
satisfactorily  look  forward,    in  aiiy   manner 
whatever,  to  attain  the  essential  object,  he 
■iviH  manifest  an  earnest  desire  to  concert  with 
his  allies,  the  means  of  an  immet'iate  and  ge-  j 
ncral  negotiation,  for  the  re-estabiishnu'nt  ot 
the    general    tranquilli(v.     His   Majesty  ad-  ! 
heres  firmlv  to  these  ueclarations,  and  it  is  ^ 
only  upon  such  bases,  thus  established,  that  ' 
his  duty  to  maintain  the  security  of  his   sub- 
jects, will  allow  him  to  renounce  that  vigor- 
ous system  of  derence,  to  which,  under  the 
favour  of  Ih'ovidence,  his  kingdoms  owe  that 
security  of  their  possessions  wliich   they   at 
present  enjoy.  GiiKNviLLt. 

There  was  now  no  occasion  to  continue 
this  negotiation,  since  England  did  not  con- 
ceal her  intentions  of  waiting  for  those  interior 
changes  which  she  foresaw  in  France,  before 
she  would  listen  to  overtures  of  peace.  It 
was  absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  to  con- 
tinue the  war:  a  general  armistice  between 
the  French  and  Imperial  armies  was  con- 
cluded in  the  month  of  Messidor.  The  pre- 
liminary articles  of  peace  were  even  signed 
at  Paris,  between  France  and  Austria,  by  the 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  on  one  part,  and 
(reneral  St.  Julien  on  the  other :  but  England 
wishing  still  to  retain  Austria  in  her  alliance, 
and  entertaining  the  hope  that,  from  the  sus- 
pension of  hostilities,  she  might  extract  some 
means  of  continuing  the  ■rar,  endeavoured 


I  to  break  the  negotiations  began  at  Paris,  and 
(o  destroy  the  effect  of  the  preliminaries 
signed  by  General  St.  Julien.  To  attain  thi<, 
object,  England  demanded  to  lake  a  part  in 
the  negotiations;  and  Lord  Minto  presented 
at  Vienna  a  note,  which  the  Austrian  minister 
immediately  forwarded  to  Paris,  and  which 
is  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 

ritniui,  9t/iAiigusty  1800. 
The  undersigned  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  pleni[)otentiary  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty has  not  failed  to  transmit  to  his  court, 
all  the  communications  which  have  been 
made  to  him,  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  by 
his  excellence  the  Baron  de  Tliugot,  relative 
to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  the  French 
government,  respecting  the  overtures  of 
peace.  The  undersigned  is,  in  consequence, 
charged  to  testify  the  satisfaction  that  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  has  derived  for  this  mark  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  I.  and 
R.  The  undersigned  does  not  delay,  after 
the  authority  he  has  received,  to  declare,  that 
his  Britannic  Majesty  being  anxious  to  give 
to  the  Emperor  and  to  all  Europe,  the  mo?t 
evident  proofs  of  his  cordial  and  perfect  union 
with  his  Majesty  I.  and  R.,  and  the  vaUie  he 
attaches  to  the  constant  preservation  of  the 
good  understanding  and  intimate  friendship 
which  are  so  happily  established  between 
their  crowns  and  people,  is  disposed  to  con- 
cur with  Austria  in  the  negotiations  which 
may  take  place  for  a  general  pacification  : 
and  to  send  his  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of 
peace  in  concert  with  his  Majesty  I.  and  R., 
as  soon  as  the  intention  of  the  French  govern- 
ment to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  his 
Britannic  Majesty  shall  be  made  known  to  him. 

MiNTO. 

The  First  Consul,  though  he  might  have 
mistaken  the  intention  which  dictated  this 
tardy  measure,  gave  it  a  very  favourable  in- 
ter]/relation.  But  to  prevent  the  admission 
of  England  into  the  negotiations  with  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  from  being  the  occasion  of 
delay,  he  required  that  England,  before  it 
beci'me  an  integral  part  in  a  general  negotia- 
tion, should  previously  agree  to  a  suspension 
of  hostiliiies  with  France,  as  was  the  case 
with  Austria.  This  proposition  was  expressed 
in  a  note  sent  from  Paris  to  Citizen  Otto, 
commissary  for  the  exdiange  of  prisoners, 
and  which'he  was  to  deliver,  announcing  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  was  furnished  with 
the  necessary  powers  and  instructions  to  ne- 
gotiate and  conclude  the  proposed  armistice. 
The  terms  were  as  follows  : 

London,  6th  Frvctidoi\  An  8. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  having  communi- 
cated to  the  government  of  the  French  Re- 
public, a  not"  from  Lord  Minto,  e"vey  e« 

*    t '.  '/ 
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traordinnry   and  minister  jik'nipotentiarv   of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  at  the  court  of  Vienna, 
by  which  note  it  appears  to  be  the  desire  oi 
his  Britannic   Majesty  to  see  the  war  termi- 
nated which  divides  France  and  England,  the 
undersigned  is  specially  authoiised  to  demand 
of  the  Ministers   of  his   Majesty   fiirlher  ex 
planations  on  the  proposition  transmitted  by 
the  court  of  \'ienna  ;    and  as  it  appears  im- 
possible thai,  at  the  moment  when  Austria  and 
England  si  ould  take  a  common  part  in  (he 
negociations,   France  should  be  under  a  sus- 
pension of  arms  with  Austria,  and  remain  in 
a  state  of  hostilities  with  England,  the  under- 
signed is  equally  authorised  to  propose  that  a 
general   armistice   should  be   concluded    be- 
tween the  armies  and  fleets  of  the  two  statci;, 
adopting,  with  respect  to  places  besieged   or 
blockaded,  measures  similar  to  those  which 
have  been  adopted  in  Germany;  as  at  Ulm, 
Ingolstadt,    and  Philipsboiirg.      Ihe  under- 
signed has  received  from  his  government  the 
necessary  pov/ers  to  negociate  and  conclude 
this  general  armistice.  Otto. 

This  note  occasioned  great  cmoiion  in  the 
Erilish  cabinet.  Before  an  official  answer 
was  given  to  citizen  Otto,  M.  (George,  Com 


(ination.     7.  Spain  and  the  Ealavian  Repub- 
lic are  comprised  in  the  present  armistice. 

This  proposition  certainly  bore  sulivient 
te'iliniony  of  the  mo>t  open  and  liberal  dispo- 
sitions towards  a  i^rompt  conciliation:  but  it 
■ippeared  that  t'le  i^-riiish  ^^overnment  had  not 
i:i  that  period,  the  dciigit  1o  enier  seriously 
into  negociation,  and  that  i(s  only  object  was 
to  gain  time  for  Austria :  for  citizen  Otto 
having  insisted  on  an  official  answer,  received 
the  foilovving  note  from  Eord  Grenville  : 

Doivnm'j:->urtxt,  '29th  Au'j;iisl,  ISOO. 

M.  OUo  having  informed  his  Maje-ty's  go- 
vernment that  the  proposition  made  by  the 
court  of  Vienna  to  fix  at  Lunevilic,  the  con- 
ferences ior  the  proposed  negociation  respect- 
ing a  gcrjeral  peace  had  been  acceded  to  by 
the  French  government,  nothing  remains  at 
present  but  (o  express  (he  consent  of  his  Ma- 
je;tv  (o  that  ]>r(>pojition  ;  and  to  declare  in 
consequence,  that  a  person  duly  authorised 
v>'iil  be  sent  to  Luneviile  by.  order  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  unite  himself  with  th.e  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  Austria  and  France,  as  soon  as  the 
passports  for  such  a  minister  and  his  suite  shall 
be  received;  provided  that  the  French  go- 
vernment should  be  disposed  to  make  the  ne- 


niissioner  of  the  Transport  Office,  was  sent  i  cessarv  engagements,  that  the  Plenipotentiary 
to  him,  to  ascertain  his  powers,  and  to  enter  of  his  Maiesty  shall  enioy  full  liberty  to  com- 
t;pon  a  preliminary  discussion  wiih  him  on  the  niunicate  without  restraint,  and  in  the  usual 
elements  of  the  negociation.  It  was  in  these  manner,  by  a  courier  with  this  country  and 
conferences  that  M.  Otto  stated,  that  the  ne-  '  those  of  his  Majesty's  allies. — As  to  the  pro- 
gociations  for  peace  would  be  held  at  Lune-  j  position  for  a  general  armistice  by  sea  and  by 
ville  ;  and  repeated,  that  the  British  plenipo- 1  land  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  the 
tentiarv  would  be  admitted   to  (Iiem  as  scon     Kinp-  would  reioice  at  the  moment,  when  he 


as  it  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  sus- 
pension of  arms  between  France  and  Eng- 
land; which  should  be  foun.ded  on  that  now 
existing  between  France  and  Austria,  and  be 
reduced  to  the  following  conditions  : 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  a  suspension  of 
hosLilities  between  the  tieets  and  armies  of 
the    French   Reoublic   and  those  of    Great 


could  wi(h  propriety  adopt  any  measure 
whose  immediate  effect  would  be  to  put  an 
end,  at  least  for  some  time,  to  the  calamities 
of  war  :  but  an  armistice,  applied  to  naval 
operations,  having  not  in  any  instance  been 
concluded  betv-.  een  Great  Britain  and  France, 
in  (he  course  of  iiieir  negociations  for  peace, 
or  before  the  actual  signature  of  ]'>reliminarics. 


Britain.  2.  The  ships  of  war  and  all  trading  ;  consequently,  a  similar  step  cannot  be  ccnsi- 
vcsscls  of  both  nations  shall  freely  navigale  •  dered  as  necessary  to  negociaiions;  and  from 
without  being  subject  to  any  visit,  and  follow  ;  the  disputes  vv-hich  would  ineviiablv  arise  re- 


the  usage  established  before  the  war.  3.  7\f 
ter  the  lOth  Fructidor,  all  the  vessels  of  both 
nations  which  may  be  taken  shall  be  restored. 

4.  Malta,  Alexandria,  and  Belle  Isle,  shall  be 
assimilated  to  Ulm,  Philipsbourg,  and  Ingol- 
stadt; that  is  to  say,  that  all  trading  vessels, 
neutral  or  French,  may  take  provisions  thitlier. 

5.  The  fleets  which  block  Brest,  Cadiz,  Tou- 
lon, and  Flessingue,  shall  re-enter  into  the 
ports  of  f^ngland  ;  or,  at  least,  keep  cruising 
from  the  view  of  the  coast.  6.  English  of- 
ficers shall  be  dispatched  directly  to  the  three 
admirals  u-ho  respectively  command  in  the 
Mediterranean,  the  fleet  before  Malta,  and 
the  blockade  of  Alexandia.  They  shall  tra- 
verse France  to  arrive  the  sooner  at  their  des- 


specting  its  execution,  there  is  every  reason  to 
iv::::^  that  it  would  serve  rather  to  obstruct 
than  facilitate  tne  success  of  those  eiforts 
which  the  (wo  governments  might  make  for 
the  restoration  of  peace.  Besides,  it  must 
he  considered  that  the  circumstances  which 
accompany  a  naval  war,  are  evidently  not  of 
a  nature  to  admit  of  those  nicely  balanced 
arrangemerils,  which  are  so  readily  established 
with  regard  to  military  operations,  where  the 
latter  are  suspended  by  a  convention.  It  ap- 
pears, then,  at  all  events,  to  be  premature  to 
enter  even  into  a  discussion  on  this  question, 
til],  from  the  course  of  negociations,  it  may 
more  clearly  ajipear,  that  a  satisfactory  result 
may  follow.     But  at  all  even(s,  there  can  bs 
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no  positive  decision  on  this  point,  till  the 
French  government  has  explained  in  what 
manner  (he  principles  of  those  regulations 
adopted  in  the  German  armistice,\vith  respect 
to  France,  in  an  actual  state  of  blockade,  are 
agplicable  to  the  ports  and  maritime  arsenals 
of  France,  and  its  allies,  actually  blockaded 
bv  his  Ma'iestv's  squadrons;  so  that  stipula- 
tions analogous  to  those  which  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  military  positions  oc- 
cupied by  the  armies  in  Germany  and  Italy, 
might  be  fairly  applied  to  the  maritime  forces 
of  the  respective  powers.  Gklnvii.le. 

Thus,  bv  this  note  the  British  government 
announced  its  intention  of  sending  a  pleni- 
polentiarv  to  Luneville  ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  refused  to  agree  to  the  proposed  ar- 
mistice. This  arrangemient  was  not  admis- 
sible, and  citizen  Oito  was  charged  to  assign 
his  reasons  by  this  note,  which  was  sent  to 
him  from  Paris : 

London,  lltJi  Friictldor,  An  8. 

The  undersigned,  having  comnumicated 
to  his  government  the  note  dated  the  '_'9th  of 
y\ugust,  which  his  excellency,  Lord  Grenville 
had  transmitted  to  him,  is  directed  to  submit 
to  his  excellency  the  following  observations  : 
The  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  conclu- 
ded and  signed  between  his  Imperial  Majesty 
and  the  French  repubhc,  the  intervention  of 
Lord  Minto,  who  demanded  that  his  court 
might  be  admitted  to  take  part  in  the  nogoci- 
ations,  has  prevented  their  ratification  by  liis 
Imperial  iMajesty.  The  suspension  of  arms 
Avhich  took  place  on  the  continent,  in  the 
hope  of  a  speedv  peace,  between  the  empe- 
ror and  the  Republic,  will  cease  in  etfect  the 
'2\i\\  Fructidor,  since  the  Republic  had  sacri- 
ficed to  the  hopes  of  an  immediate  peace  the 
inunense  ad  vantages  which  if  had  derived  from 
its  victories.  The  intervention  of  England 
renders  the  question  of  peace  with  Austria  so 
complicated,  that  it  is  imjiossiblc  tor  the 
French  government  to  prolong  any  further 
the  armistice  on  the  continent;  unless  his 
Britannic  Majesty  consents  to  render  it  com- 
mon between  the  three  povi'ers.  If  then  the 
Cabinet  of  St.  James's  continues  to  make 
common  cause  with  Austria ;  and  if  its  desire 
to  engage  in  the  negociation  be  sincere,  his 
I'ritaimic  Majesty  wall  net  hesitate  to  adopt 
the  proposed  armistice.  But  it  this  armistice 
be  not  concluded  before  the  '2i'h  of  Fioicti- 
dor,  hostilities  will  be  renewed  with  Austria, 
and  (he  First  Consul  will  not  consent  with  re- 
s]iect  to  that  power,  to  any  thing  short  of  a 
complete  and  separate  peace.  To  answer 
the  explanations  required  relative  to  the  ar- 
mistice, the  undersigned  is  directed  to  make 
known  to  his  excellency,  that  the  places 
which  it  is  proposed  to  assimilate  to  (hose  of 
Germany,  are  Malta  and  the  maritime  towns 


of  Egvpt.  If  It  be  true  that  a  long  suspen- 
sion of  arms  between  France  and  England 
would  be  unfavorable  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, an  armistice  on  the  Continent  would  be 
of  essential  disadvantage  to  tlie  French  Re- 
{lublic;  at  the  same  time  a  maritime  armistice 
would  be,  to  the  French  government,  a 
pledge  of  the  zeal  of  England  to  concur  in 
the  re-establishment  of  j.eace  ;  and  a  conti- 
nental armistice  would  convince  the  English 
government,  that  the  etforts  of  France  were 
sincere  ;  and  as  the  position  of  Austria  Is 
now  become  such  as  to  require  a  prompt  con- 
clusion, the  three  povi'crs  would  find,  In  their 
distinct  interests,  predominating  reasons  to 
consent  without  delay  io  those  sacritices, 
which  may  be  reciprocally  necessary  to  pro- 
duce the  speedy  conclusion  of  their  general 
and  solid  peace,  which  is  (he  wish  and  hope 
of  the  whole  world.  Otto. 

The  reasonings  of  this  note  were  explicit, 
and  the  consequences  demanded  reflection. 
If  England  did  not  consent  to  sign  a  special 
armistice  with  France,  that  which  existed 
with  Austria,  and  was  about  to  expire,  would 
not  be  renewed.,  Austria,  having  no  further 
means  of  resistance,  must  yield,  and  the  peace 
would  be  concluded  between  France  and 
Germany,  without  the  intervention  of  Eng- 
land. The  British  government  was  sensible 
of  (he  danger,  but  whether  it  did  not  receive 
a  sufBcicnt  imi;rcssion,  or  whether  it  thought 
that  it  had  done  enough,  In  manifesting  for 
the  court  of  ^h■enna,  the  appearances  of  an 
active  friendship,  without  being  found  to 
give  any  further  proofs ;  and  contented  itself 
with  presentirg,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  note 
extremely  diifuse,  the  contre-projei  of  an  ar- 
mistice, from  which  none  of  those  advanta- 
ges would  result  to  France,  which  she  had  a 
right  to  expect  as  a  compensation  for  those 
which  Austria  would  derive  from  the  conti- 
nental armistice:  the  note  and  the  contie- 
project  were  conceived  In  the  following 
terms  : 

DoxLinn^-strcei,  lih  ScjUemher,  1  800. 

The  undersigned  has  had  the  honour  to 
lay  before  the  King  the  official  answer  of  the 
French  government,  which  he  received  from 
M.  Otto  on  the  1-th  instant;  and  also  the  pro- 
ject of  of  an  armistice  communicated  on  the 
same  day.  The  spirit  of  that  answer  is  un- 
happily but  little  consonant  with  those  ap- 
pearances of  a  conciliatory  disposition  which 
had  before  been  manifested.  If  It  be  really 
practicable  in  the  present  moment  to  restore 
permanent  tranquillity  to  Europe,  this  object 
must  be  effected  by  very  different  means  thaa 
those  of  such  a  controversy  as  that  paper  is 
calculated  to  produce.  Some  reply  is,  how- 
ever, indispensably  necessary  to  the  asser- 
tions there  advanced,  which  if  now  passed 
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over  might  hereafter  be  considered  as  admit- 
ted. Tlie^  anicles  which  an  Austrian  otiic  r 
chi-j-ged  with^no  such  commission,  was  per- 
suaded to  sign  at  I'aris,  do  indeed  appear  to 
his  Majesty  but  little  calculated  to  terminate 
the  calamities  of  Europe.  But  whatever  be 
the  tendency  of  the  conditions  wliich  the 
French  government  has  here  specified,  there 
can  be  no  pretence  for  representing  tht?m  as 
preliminaries  conchided  by  Austria,  or  an- 
nulled by  the  intervention  of  his  Majestv. 
The  engagements  by  which  the  courts  of 
London  and  Vienna  have  agreed  not  to  treat 
except    in   concert  with   each    other,    were 


posed  to  regulate  the  conditions  of  such  nn 
irmistice,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
allow,  in  conformitv  to  the  obvious  and  esta- 
blished principle  of  such  arrangements.  This 
principle  is,  that  tlie  respective  position  of 
the  tvv'o  parlies  should  remain  during  the 
continuance  of  the  armistice  such  as  it  was  at 
i(s  commencement ;  and  that  neither  of  thcni 
should  by  its  operation  acquire  fresh  advan- 
tages or  new  means  of  annoying  his  enemv, 
such  as  he  could  not  otherwise  obtain.  Tlie 
dilticultv  of  doing  tiiis  v.ith  the  same  pre- 
cision in  the  caie  of  naval  operations,  as  by 
and,  has  already  been   adverted  to   in  a  for- 


concluded  before  there  was  any  question  of    mernote;  and  it  constitutes  a  leading  objec 

these  pretended  preliminaries  of  peace.    And      •  •  ..,„.-, 

the  first  intimationswhich  his  Maiestv  received 

of  their  signature  were  accompanied  by  the-ex- 

press  declarations  of  his  ally,  that  they  were 

"tvholly  unauthorized,  and  must  be  considered 

»s  absolutely  null.     The  French  government 

could  indec-d  expect  no  other  determinafion 

to  be  taken  by  his  Imperial   iVlajesfy.     The 

want  of  all  powers  or  instructions  for  such  a 


tion  to  the  measure  itself.  But  the  French 
projet,  instead  of  attempting  to  remove  or 
lessen  these  dithculties,  departs  at  once,  and 
in  every  article,  from  the  principle  itself, 
although  expressly  recognized  and  studiously 
maintained  in  the  continental  armistice  which 
is  there  referred  to  as  th-  foundation  and 
model  of  this  transaction.  It  is  proposed,  in 
effect,  that  the  blockade  of  tlie  naval  ports 


treaty,  on  the  part  of  the  Austrian  ofiicer,  |  and  arsenals  of  the  King's  enemies  should  be 
was  at  the  time  distinctly  notified  by  him  to  raised  ;  that  thev  should  be  enabled  to  remove 
thobc  who  ireated  with  him,  and  is  declared  their  feets  to  any  other  stations,  and  to  di- 
even  on  the  very  face  of  the  paper  v/hich  he  |  vide  or  to  collect  their  force  as  they  may  judge 
signed.  With  respect,  then  fore,  to  the  i  most  advantageous  to  their  future  plans :  the 
supposed  demand  of  his  Majesty  to  be  ad-  iniportation  both  of  provisions  and  of  naval 
Hi. tied  to  those  negotiations,  nothing  more  and  military  stores  is  to  be  wholly  unrcstrain- 
is  necessary  to  be  said.  The  note  delivered  '  ed.  Even 'Malta  and  the  ports  of  Egypt, 
to  M.  de  I'hugot  by  Lord  Minto,  sutheiently  '  though  expressly  stated  to  be  now  blockaded, 
cxpi:i!ns  the  piu't  v,  hich  liis  Majesty  is  reall'v  "i"e  to  be  freely  victUctlled,  and  for  an  un- 
disposed to  take    ia   any   ne'/otiation   which    limited  period,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 


may  be  regularly  set  on  foot  for  general  peace. 
The  King  lias  ah.vays  been  persuaded  that  the 
result  of  such  a  negotiation  can  alone  effer- 
tu.iily  re-estabijsh  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
Experience  h:^s  confirmed  this  opinion  ;  aud 
it  Is  only  from  the  conviction  of  its  tiuth  that 
his  Majesty  has  now  been  iiiduced  to  waive 
his  strong  objections  to  the  first  proposal  of  a 
naval  armistice,  and  to  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  CD'iditions  on  which  it  mav  be 
established.  His  Majesty,  judging  from' the 
experience  of  so  many  former  negotiations, 
considers  such  an  armistice  as  in  no  degree 
likely  either  to  expedite  or  facilitate  an  ar- 
rangemL-nt  of  the  direct  interests  of  Great 
Britain  aiid  France.  He  views  it  in  no  other 
light  than  as  a  temporary  advantage  which  it 
is  proposed  to  him  to  yield  to  his  enemy,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  renewal  of  continental 
hostilities,  and  thereby  to  contribute  to  the 
conclusion  of  a  general  peace.  And  on  tliis 
ground,  notwithstanding  the  many  disadvan- 
tages which  he  is  sensible  must  result  to  this 

country  from  such  a  measure,  he  is  resolved  i  reference  to  the  general  priiiciple  above 
to  give  to  liis  allies  and  to  all  Europe  this  new  j  stated,  froin  analogy  to  the  conditions  of  the 
pledge  of  the  sentiments  by  which  he  is  continental  armistice,  or  from  the  relative  si- 
actuated  ;  provided  that  hie  enemies  arc  dis-    tuatjon  of  naval  forc« ;  and  aconfidcHfieis  re- 


pcru 
stipulations  of  the  (lerman  armistice  respect- 
ing Ulm  and  lng(  Ibtadt,  to  \vhich  places  it  is 
nevertheless  profcss(  d  to  assimilate  them  ; 
and  (Ids  government  is  expected  to  bind  itself 
towards  tJie  allies  of  Fratice  even  before  any 
reciprocal  engagements  can  be  received  from 
li.eni  ;  v/hile,  at  the  'ame  lime,  all  mention 
ol  the  King's  allies  is,  on  the  other  hand,  to- 
tally omitted.  To  a  proposal  so  luanifestly 
rejrugnant  to  justice  and  equality,  and  so  in- 
jurious nf)t  only  toliis  Majesty's  interests,  but 
also  to  those  of  his  allies,  it  cannot  be  expect- 
ed that  any  motive  should  induce  the  King 
to  accede.  The  counter-projet  which  the 
undersigned  has  tlie  honour  to  transmit  to 
M.  Otto,  contains  regulations  in.  this  respect 
inore  nearly  corresponding  with  that  prin- 
ciple of  equality  on  which  alone  his  Majesty 
can  cojisent  to  treat.  Even  those  articles  are, 
in  many  important  points,  and  particularly  in 
what  relates  to  the  actual  stations  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's squadrons,  very  far  short  of  what 
his    Majesty  might   justly    demand  from    a 
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posed  in  the  good  faith  of  his  enemies,  which, 
ahhoogh  it  can  never  be  claimed  in  ir.insac- 
rions  between  belligerent  powers,  his  Majesty 
is,  nevertheless,  willing  to  hope  he  shall  not 
find  to  have  been  nnsplaccd  on  the  piesent  oc- 
casion. If  M.  Otto  is  empowered  to  i<Cijede  to 
these  stipulations,  a  proper  person  will  imme- 
dsatcly  be  authorized  to  sign  them  on  his  Ma- 
jesty's  part  ;  if  not,  he  is  requested  to  trans- 
mit them,  without  delay,  to  his  governmcnr. 

Gkenvi  l  le. 

Counter-Projet. — -It  having  been  agreed 
that  negotiations  for  a  general  peace  shall  be 
immediately  set  on  foot  between  the  Emperor 
of  Ge^man^■,  his  Britannic  MajesLy,  and  the 
French  Republic,  and  an  armistice  having 
already  been  concluded  between  the  forces 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  those  of  ihe 
French  Republic,  it  is  agreed  that  an  armi- 
stice shall  also  take  place  between  the  forces 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  those  of  the 
French  Republic,  on  the  terras  and  in  the 
manner  following  ;  that  is  to  say — Art.  I.  All 
hostilities,  both  by  sea  and  land,  between  the 
forces  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  shall  be 
suspended,  and  shall  not  be  renev.ed  iiiiiil 
after  fourteen  days  notice  given  of  t!ie  ternii- 
nation  uf  the  armistice.  This  notice,  in  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  parts  of  Europe  riorth  of 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  must  be  given  by  one  of 
the  two  governments  to  the  other,  and  is  to 
be  reckoned  from  thedav  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  received  by  the  government  to  whom 
it  is  given.  In  the  Mediterranean  or  other 
parti  of  the  world,  the  notice  must  be  givti: 
bv  the  respective  commanding  officers.  But 
in  case  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities  between 
Austria  and  France,  the  armistice  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  is  likewise  to  be 
considered  as  terminated,  so  soon  as  such 
renewal  of  hostilities  shall  be  l.nou'n  to  Jhe 
ofiicer  commanding  the  British  i"ortvs  :  ex- 
sept  only  in  so  hr  as  relates  to  prizes  of  n;rr- 
chant  vessels,  which  shall  be  regulated  by 
the  third  article  of  tliis  convention.  II.  Or- 
ders shall  immediately  be  sent  by  (lie  two  go- 
vernments to  their  officers  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  world,  to  conform  themselves  to 
this  agreement ;  sea-passes  she.ll  be  given  to 
the  ships  which  are  to  carry  these  orders  ; 
u-5nd  his  Britannic  Majesty's  officers  to  be  sent 
for  that  purpose  through  France,  shall  be 
furnished  with  the  necessary  passports  and 
facihties  to  expedite  their  journey.  III.  All 
prizes  made  in  any  part  of  the  world,  during 
the  continuance  and  operation  of  the  armi- 
stice, by  any  officers  having  actually  received 
due  notice  of  this  agreement,  shall  be  re- 
stored ;  and  generally,  whether  such  notice 
shall  h^ve;  been  received  or  not,  all  prizes 
made  in  the  Channel,  or  in  the  North  Seas, 
after  twelve  days  (to  b^^ckoned  from  the 


exchange  cf  the  ratifications  of  this  conven- 
tion), shall  be  restored  :  and  tiie  same  pe- 
riods shall  be  allo\\'ed  in  tl;is  r:s;>ect  f.:r  ih« 
other  parts  of  the  world,  a.  were  stspul,  ted 
by  the  '2'2d  article  of  ihe  prehiidraries  or  th» 
last  peace."  IV.  Malta,  and  the  n-,aritim« 
towns  and  ports  of  Egypt,  shall  be  pi  ccd  on 
the  same  footing  as  tl'ose  places  Vv  hich, 
though  comprized  within  the  ciemaikation  of 
ti^e  IVench  army  in  Germany,  are  occupied 
by  the  Austrian  troops  :  consequently,  no 
thing  shall  be  admitted  by  sea  which  can 
give  additional  means  of  defence;  and  pro- 
visions only  lor  fourteen  days  at  a  tiine,  in 
proportion  to  the  consumption,  as  it  shall  be 
ascertained  by  commissaries  to  be  named  for 
the  purpose,  vvlio  shall  have  power  to  establish 
the  necessary  regulations  for  giving  effect  to 
this  stipulation,  conformably  to  the  principles 
of  the  4th  article  of  the  convention  concluded 
between  the  Austrian  and  French  generals  in. 
Germany.  V.  The  blockade  of  Brest,  Tou- 
lon, and  any  other  of  the  porfs  of  France  hj 
his  Majesl\-'s  fleets,  shall  be  discontinued; 
and  all  Briiish  ships  shall  be  instructed  not  to 
interrupt  or  obstruct  the  trade  or  navigation 
of  any  ships  sailing  to  or  from  the  coasts  of 
France,  except  in  the  article  of  naval  or  mi- 
litary si-ores,  w-hich  are  not  to  be  brought  (hi- 
ther by  sea  during  the  present  arinistice. 
None  of  the  ships  of  war  now  stationed  in 
the  said  ports  respectively  shall,  before  the 
renewal  of  hostiUties,  be  removed  to  any  ether 
station.  VI.  The  allies  of  the  two  p;;rties 
shall  severally  be  at  liberty  to  accede  to  this 
armistice,  if  they  so  think  fit;  provided  (hat 
they  also  engage  (o  observe  a  like  armistice, 
on  conditions  similar  to  those  here  specified, 
towards  such  of  the  allies  on  the  other  side 
as  shall  also  accede  to  it.  The  periods  or 
terms  to  be  fixed  for  the  commencement  of 
the  armistice  in  the  difl'erent  quarters  of  the 
world,  as  with  respect  to  each  of  the  said  al- 
lirs,  are  to  be  regulated  in  conformity  to  the 
stiprJations  contained  in  the  3d  article  of  this 
convention  as  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  ;  and  the  said  periods  or  tcims  are  to 
be  reckoned  from  the  day  on  whic!;  the  ac- 
cession of  such  power  to  the  armistice  shall 
have  been  duly  notified  by  such  power  to  the 
party  with  v/hom  it  is  at  war.  Such  notification, 
duly  authenticated  by  the  government  on 
v/hose  part  it  is  made,  may  either  he  trans- 
mitted directly  by  couriers  or  flags  of  truce, 
or  through  the  channel  of  the  two  conflicting 
parties,  to  each  other  reciprocally.  The  na- 
val ports  and  arsenals  of  the  allies  of  France 
are,  during  such  armistice,  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  those  of  France ;  and 
the  notices  which  are  to  precede  the  renewal 
of  hostilities,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  re- 
lating to  such  armistice,  arc  to  be  regulated 
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according  to  the  terms  of  tliis  convention. 
VII.  This  convention  shall  be  ratitied,  and 
the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  within 
the  term  of  ten  days,  or  sooner,  if  the  same 
be  practicable. 

To  remedy  the  defects  of  this  coun(cr-pro- 
jet,  Citizen  Otto  was  directed  to  present  the 
following  note,  with  a  new  projct  for  an  ar- 
mistice, in  which  the  cabinet  was  studious  to 
insert  all  the  stipulations  of  the  English  pro- 
jet,  which  were  compatible  with  the  interests 
of  France. 

London,  '2Uh  Frurtldor,  An  R. 

The  undersigned  having  transmitted  to  his 
government  the  note  of  his  excellency  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  the  7th  of  September,  with 
the  counter-projet  which  accompanied  it,  it 
appeared  to  the  First  Consul,  that  the  arini- 
stice,  as  it  was  proposed  by  the  British  go- 
vernment, was  so  contrived,  as  not  to  olfi^r 
any  advantage  to  the  French  Republic  ;  and, 
conseqiientlv,  could  not  compensate  to  it  for 
the  serious  inconveniences  which  would  re- 
sult to  it  from  the  continuation  of  the  conti- 
nental armistice.  Wlience  it  follows,  that 
the  counter-projet  could  only  be  admitted,  as 
the  question  might  simply  be  to  settle  the 
preliminaries  of  a  particular  arrangement  be- 
tween France  and  England,  by  a  truce  alike 
particular  to  the  two  states  :  but  the  effect  of 
the  proposed  maritime  truce,  being  intended 
to  serve  as  a  compensation  to  the  French  Re- 
public for  the  continental  truce,  the  former 
ought  to  afford  if  advantages  equal  to  the  in- 
conveniences which  it  derives  from  the  lat- 
ter. The  undersigned  is  therefore  directed 
to  make  two  proposals,  of  which  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty  may  choojC  that  may  appear  to 
him  most  consonant  to  the  interest  of  his 
dominions,  or  to  his  continental  relations. 
The  first  is,  that  the  projet  for  an  armistice 
be  drawn  up  and  admitted  in  terms  ana- 
lagous  to  those  which  have  been  proposed  by 
the  ministry  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  hut 
solely  under  the  supposition  that  this  ar- 
mistice should  be  independent  of  the 
events  of  the  continent,  and  relative  only  to 
a  separate  negotiation  to  be  immediately 
opened  between  the  two  powers.  The  se- 
cond is,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  should 
continue  to  make  common  cause  with  the 
Emperor,  but  that,  in  that  case,  he  should 
consent  that  the  maritime  truce  may  offer  to 
the  French  Repubhc  advantages  equal  to 
those  secured  to  the  House  of  Austria  by  the 
continental  truce.  And  with  this  view  the 
comparison  may  be  easily  settled.  By  the 
continental  armistice  the  Court  of  Vienna 
acquires  the  means  of  re-organizing  its  armies, 
of  converting  into  men,  arms,  ammunition 
of  every  kind,  the  subsidies  paid  to  it  by 
England;    of  fortifying;    and    victualling    its 


places  of  the  second  and  third  line  which 
were  in  a  bad  state,  in  consequence  of  the 
rapid  march  of  the  French  armies  having 
not  been  foreseen.  Thus  7\soppo,  Palma- 
nova,  Venice,  Verona,  and  Lintz,  had  been 
neglected  ;  every  day  their  fortifications  are 
repairing.  Ulm,  Ingoldstadl,  although  block- 
aded, are  improving  their  means  of  defence  ; 
and  it  is  the  armistice  which  procures  to  them 
this  advantage ;  for  at  the  moment  when 
Uiose  places  were  invested,  the  enemy  thought 
only  of  besieging  ours,  and  consequenllv 
their  own  were  not  prepared  for  so  early  an 
attack.  By  the  continental  armistice,  the 
impression  made  by  the  victories  of  the  French 
armies  diminish,  their  effects  are  weakened. 
Six  montlis  of  repose  would  suffice  to  restore 
the  moral  and  physical  strength  of  the  Aus- 
trian armies ;  to  allow  the  conquered  to  re- 
cover from  the  impression  of  ascendancy  ac- 
quired by  the  conquerors,  and  to  make  it 
necessary  once  more  to  regain  that  contingent 
superiority  so  well  earned  by  the  republic. 
It  would  also  follow  as  a  consequence  of  the 
continental  armistice,  that  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  now  a  prey  to  every  kind  of  cala- 
mity, and  containing  ail  the  seeds  of  insur- 
rection, might  be  re-organized,  and  furnish 
fresh  resources  to  the  enemies  of  France.  It 
is  by  means  of  the  armistice,  in  a  word,  that 
men  are  raising  in  Tuscany  and  in  the  marshes 
of  .Angona,  that  Austria  is  every  where  pre- 
paring new  means  of  defence ;  that  every 
where  she  is  meliorating  her  position,  which 
perhaps  was  desperate,  whilst  the  advantages 
of  the  republic  are  diminishing  or  disappear- 
ing. The  First  Consul  has  already  inade  to 
the  love  of  peace  a  sufficiently  great  sacrifice 
of  those  advantages :  if  he  should  continue  to 
derive  no  benefit  from  them,  it  would  no 
longer  «be  moderation,  but  weakness  ;  it 
would  no  longer  be  the  means  of  arriving  at 
tlie  conclusion  of  peace,  but  that  of  perpetu- 
ating the  war.  Perha])s  in  the  judgment  of 
statesmen,  the  French  government  may 
have  already  too  long  delayed  to  avail  itself 
of  the  contiiigency  which  was  favourable  to 
it ;  but  it  has  only  done  so  upon  the  positive 
assurances  which  had  been  given  to  it  ot  a 
speedv  and  separate  peace.  At  this  moment, 
when  the  two  allied  courts  insist  upon  a  joint 
negotiation  and  a  general  peace,  the  French 
government  is  too  well  aware  that  so  com- 
plicated a  work  is  not  to  be  accomplished  in 
a  few  days,  and  it  ought  to  avoid  putting  it- 
self in  a  position  which  would  be  diame- 
trically opposite  to  the  acceleration  of  the 
negotiations,  by  giving  to  the  inimical 
powers,  and  principally  to  Austria,  a  real 
interest  to  prolong  the  discussions,  in  order 
daily  to  acquire  the  means  of  appearing  with 
greater  advanta2;e  in  the  field  of  battle,  and 
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consequently  with  greater  pretensions  at  the 
congress,  it  is  with  the  view  of  avoiding, 
in  part,  so  manifest  an  inconvenience,  tiiat 
France  requires  that  the  maritime  armistice 
should  be  stipulated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
equivalent  to  tlic  continental  armistice,  and 
as  to  place  England,  on  its  side,  in  the  situa- 
tion of  being  desirous  of  the  conclusion  of 
peace.  The  advantages  which  the  repub- 
lic can  and  ought  to  expect  from  the  na- 
val armistice  are,  the  free  navigation  of 
her  ships,  and  the  facilities  necesssary  for 
her  communications  with  Egypt,  the  isles 
of  France  and  Reunion,  and  with  her 
American  colonies :  and  although  she  should 
make  use  of  it  to  send  a  few  thousand  men 
more  to  Egypt,  do  not  the  places  belonging 
to  the  Emperor  daily  acq\iire,  in  like  manner, 
fresh  strength  upon  the  continent  ?  With 
respect  to  the  victualling  the  harbours  of  tlie 
French  Republic  itself,  internal  means  of 
circulation  are  not  wanting ;  and  this  object 
is  but  of  small  importance  to  it.  W^hen  the 
British  government  proposes  that  the  harbours 
and  places  blockaded  should  only  receive 
provisions  for  fourteen  days,  is  it  aware  that 
the  greater  part  of  those  establishinentsarestill 
far  irom  wanting  provisions  ?  and  besides 
that,  the  sesson  is  drawing  near,  v.hicli,  by 
rendering  a  naval  blockade  almost  always  il- 
lusory, makes  the  proposed  favour  quite  use- 
less. That  if,  besides,  it  be  coi-.sidered  how 
little  it  is  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  if  it 
be  sincerely  desirous  of  })eace,  to  prevent 
France  from  preserving  and  consolidating 
the  small  number  which  remain  to  her  of  fo- 
reign settlements,  and  how  much  England, 
by  making  new  acquisitiojis  of  this  nature, 
would  augment  still  farther  the  uneasiness 
and  jealousy  of  Europe  ;  and  the  disposition 
Avhich  it  evinces  not  to  see  with  inditference 
the  unlimited  extension  of  the  power  and 
commerce  of  England,  it  will  be  acknow- 
ledged, at  the  same  time,  that  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  to  the  French  Republic 
from  a  maritime  truce  are  admitted,  that  this 
truce  would  not  be  so  very  disadvantageous 
to  England  as  her  government  appears  to 
imagine.  The  undersigned  is  consequently 
directed  to  refer  Lord  Grenville  to  the  double 
proposition  contained  in  the  present  note. 
If  a  separate  negotiation  and  peace  be  the 
object  of  the  armistice,  they  may  be  agreed 
to  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  proposed  by  the 
ministry  of  his  Britannic  Majesty.  If  a  joint 
negotiation  and  a  general  peace  be  the  ob- 
ject, the  armistice  must  be  stipulated  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  as  it  will  be  subsequently  detailed 
by  the  undersigned.  Otto. 

Projet. — in  consideration  of  its  haVing 
baen  agreed  that  negotiations  for  a  general 
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[  peace  should  be  immediately  opened  between 
I  the  French  Republic  and  its  allies,  on  the 
I  one  side,  and  his  Imperial  Majesty,  his  Bri- 
I  tannic  JNIajesty,  and  their  allies,  on  the  otlier 
I  side,  and  the  armistice  which  has  already 
htun.  concluded  between  the  armies  of  the 
Irench  Republic  and  those  of  his  Imperial 
IVIajesty  may  be  prolonged,  if  an  equivalent 
armistice  should  be  concluded  !  etween  the 
forces  of  the  French  Republic  and  those  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  the  two  governments 
have  agreed  to  conclude  the  said  armistice 
upon  the  following  conditions : — Art.  I.  All 
hostilities  botlt  by  sea  and  land  between  the 
two  nations  shall  be  suspended,  and  shall  not 
be  renewed  until  after  a  month's  notification 
prior  to  the  end  of  the  armistice.  In  all 
parts  of  the  world  the  armistice  shall  not  be 
broken  without  the  express  order  of  the  con- 
tracting governments ;  and  hostilities  shall 
not  be  renewed  until  a  month  after  the  noti- 
fication which  may  have  been  given  by  the 
general  or  commanding  officer  of  one  of  the 
two  nations  to  that  of  the  other  nation. 
II.  Orders  shall  be  immediately  transmilted 
by  the  two  governments  to  the  comniandino- 
officers  in  the  several  parts  of  the  world, 
directing  them  to  act  in  conformity  witli  this 
convention.  Passports  shall  be  gi^en  to  tlie 
persons  who  shall  carry  out  these  orders :  and 
the  otiicers  of  his  Brhannic  Majesty  who  shall 
travel  through  France  ior  this  purpose  shall 
receive  safe-conducts,  and  the  necessary  fa- 
cilities for  accelerating  their  journey.  III.  All 
prizes  made  in  any  part  of  the  world,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  armistice,  by  any 
officer  having  actually  received  the  notifica- 
tion of  this  convention,  shall  be  restored  : 
and  generally  (whether  this  notification  shall 
have  been  made  or  not),  all  prizes  made  in 
the  Channel,  or  in  the  North  Seae,  after 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  this  convention, 
shall  be  restored ;  and  in  regard  to  this  ob- 
ject, the  terms  shall  be  fixed  for  the  other 
parts  of  the  world  conformably  to  the  slipiila- 
iions  cf  the  '2'2d  article  of  the  preliminaries  of 
the  last  peace  ;  whence  it  results,  that,  com- 
puting from  the  day  of  the  said  exchancje,  all 
trading  vessels  of  either  nation  shall  have  the 
power  of  putting  out  to  sea,  and  of  navi- 
gating freely  as  before  the  war.  IV^  Malta 
and  Egypt  st';ail  be  assimilated  to  the  places  in 
Gern.any,  which,  although  blockaded  by  the 
French  army,  have  been  permitted  to  eiijoy 
the  benefit  ot  the  continental  ra'mistice.  Malta 
shall  be  furnished  vviih  provisions  for  fifteen 
days  at  a  time,  at  the  rate  of  ten  thousand 
rations  per  diem.  \\  ith  regard  to  Egypt, 
six  French  frigates  shall  have  the  liberty  of 
sailing  from  Toulon,  of  unlading  at  Alexark- 
dria,  and  of  returning  without  being  ieji-cll 
*  M 
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ed,  and  without  suffering  any  opposition  dur- 
incr   their  passage,  either  from  Englisli  shins, 
or^from  those  of  ihc  aUies  of  Great  Erilsin. 
An  English  olhcercf  rai-.k  shalh  tor  this  pur- 
pose, e^ubark  on  board  one  of  the   ir'gates. 
and  sh:,ll  travel  through  France  on  his  wdy  to 
Toulon.     V.  The  blockade  o'r  Brest,  of  Tou- 
lon, and  of  every  other  French  port,  shall  be 
raised;  and  all  British  captains  shall  receive 
instructions  not  to  interrupt  the  tiac'e  of  any 
vessel  either  ej^'ei'lng   therein  or  going  ou; 
thereof.     No  ship  of  tlie  line,  however,  r' 
two  or  three  decks,  actually  at  anchor  in  ihc 
said  ports,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  go  out  beiore 
the  renewal  of  hostilities,  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  its  station  ;  but  frigates,  sloops,  and 
other  small  ships  of  w?x,  may  freely  go  out 
and    navigate;    and    in    the    ev^nt  of  (heir 
meeting  at  sea  v.-ith  sh:j;s  b"lo:iging  to  hi'-: 
Britannic   Majesty,    they    sb.all    observe  the 
customs  established  before  the  v;ar.     \  I.  The 
land  forces  in.   the  pay  of  his   Britannic  M;..- 
jesty  sl.all  not  have  the  power  of  disembarlting 
in  any  port  of  Italy  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  armistice.       Vii.  The  allies  o: 
France,    namely,    Spain,    tlie    Eatavian    Re- 
public, and  Gejioa,  shall  participate  in  the 
benefit  oi  the  present  armislire.     ylf  his  Bri- 
t.'.nnic  Majesty  insist  upon  inch:ding  his  aliieS 
in  the  ar-ihstice,  they   shall  enjoy  t'le   same 
advantages  with  those  of  France ).     Vli  I.  Tlse 
■  present  convenlioa  shall  be  ratitied,  and  the 
ratifications  shall  be  c>:cl-.anged,  in  the  S[)ace 
of  ten  days,  or  sooner,  if  it  shcuid  I 
sible. 

The  Fii:t  Consul,  Vv'ho  would  suffer  no 
means  to  escape  that  might  lead  to  a  co;-eilia- 
tion,  niade  a  double  proposition,  [f  Eng- 
land wished  to  eng-i  ':e  in  the  comnion  nego- 
tiaiion  with  Ausuia,  he  required  that  she 
should  accede  to  the  armihfice  v.d.ich  was 
proposed  to  her,  on  the  consi.leration  that 
there  was  but  tiiis  way  to  estabhsh  some  re- 
semblance between  the  respective  reiaiions  cf 
the  contracting  powers,  and  to  cornmurdcate 
to  each  the  desire  and  the  necessity  of  com- 
ing to  a  conclusion.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
England  preferred  entering  into  a  separate  ne- 
gotiation with  France,  the  first  Cor.Sul  v/ould 

-d 

more?  Did  lie  not  give  a  n<:t\v  proof  of  h.is 
ccneiiiatory  disi^osiiion  in  delaving  for  ei^ht 
days  the  renewal  of  hostilities  against  Aus- 
tria t  So  much  moderation,  attention,  and 
even  complaisance,  had  no  other  effect  than 
that  of  producing,  on  the  part  of  the  Briiish 
governmen",  the  Allowing  official  ansvrer : 
Do-xnuvj^-fttrtet,  '20th  Sept.  1S(">0. 
The  note  enclosed  in  M.  Otto's  letter  of 
the  !Gt'.  inst.uit,  has  been  laid  before  the 
%^vAg.     His  Majesty  has  not  seen  in  that  paper 


my  ivcfh  suggestions  on  the  sub'cct  of  a  na- 
val arir; slice  which  ran  at  all  vary  t'  e  answer    . 
trsnsmiitvtl  to   M.  Otto  on   the  7th  instant. 
i\ith-.  rhis  Maieslv's  knou-n  engagements  to 
his    aiiles,    nor   his    de-ire,    so   recently   ex- 
pressed, to  cGuiiibule  to  iW-  restoration  of  ge- 
neral iranquiliiLy  in  iiurope,  wiU  admit  of  his 
sepa-.ating    his    interests   from   these   of  the 
powers  Aviih  whom  he  is  comiecled   in   the 
prosecution  of  t'lewar;  much  less  could  he 
entertain  ihe  idea  of  consenting,  lor  such' a 
|;ur[;r^se,  to  anv  naval  armislice  ;  a   nieasure 
which  he  has  already  declared  to   be   lotahy 
inppplicahle  to  a  separate  discussion   oi   the 
interests  of  Cjreat  Ihitain  and  trance.     This 
proposal    being,    therefore,   one    v.hich    the 
French  govcninK-r.t   must  have   known  that 
his  Maiestv  could    not  accept,  tl^e  supposed 
alteriKuive   professed    to  be    chered    to   ins 
M;  ■csl)'s   choice,  amounts,  to  nothing  more 
th.ui   to  the  simple  renewal  of  a  demand  al- 
reauv    rejected.      I\o    fresh    inducement    is 
stated  vvhich  sliould  now  dispose  his  Majesty 
to  consent  to  those  conditions  of  armistice  for 
joint  n-:go:iatlans  which  he  had  beiore  con- 
I  sider^a  .as  wholly  in;;dmi;sibie.     From  infiir- 
'  mr.iii.n   received   since  ihe   last  cornn'iunica- 
tions    en  tlu:;    subject     took   place,  his  Ma- 
V  has  observed,  with  equal  surpiise  and 
lecrn,  tl;2t  the  oideis  for  giving  notice  of 
terniii-aiion  of  tiie  contiuentai   armistice 
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:e  his  ^hijesiv  were  to  colitcl  the  pre- 
ci-ocs'iions  of  his  enemies  horn  (he 
;s  re-pectiug  his  conduct  and  views  with 
:h  their  recent  communications  with  his 
s  arc  filled,  th'e  coriclusion  must  be  e>,- 
ic'v  r.nfuvourahie  to  the  existence  of  any 
o'dticn  1o  concidalicn.  His  Majesty  is, 
c  vL-r,  still  willing  to  '^aive  all  reference 
hese  considerations,  and   to  re?^nlate  his 


^oiiaiiuii  \\  ill!  1' :  aiii^t:,    iir,  uiiL  v^oiiSul  V.UlIIC 

accept  the  projei  for  an  annistice  presentee 
by  the  British  ministry.     Vv'hat  could  he  d; 


coiidiici  bv  the  motives  Avhich  he  has  already 
explairiCd.  lie  still  looks,  therefore,  to  a 
naval  armistice  on  suitable. conditions,  as  to  a 
sacrifice  which  he  n;ay  be  induced  to  niake 
in  order  to  prevent  (he  ren-wval  of  hostilities 
on  the  continent,  and  (hereby  to  facih(a(e 
those  joint  negotiadons  for  general  peace 
which  might  perhaps  be  accelerated  by  such  an 
arrangement,  altihough  they  are  by  no  means 
nece?s.trily  dependant  on  it.  But  when  it  is 
required  th.at  the  cxten.t  of  the  sacrifice  which 
his  Majesty  is  to  make  should  be  regulated 
neither  by  any  fair  standard  of  equality,  nor 
by  tie  ordinary  rules  which  govern  such 
liansactujns  ;  v/nen,  vvitiiout  any  reterence 
to  the  interests  of  his  own  people,  he  is  called 
upon  to  proportion  his  concessions  to  the  ex- 
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aggerated  estimates  which  his  enemies  have 
formed  of  the  benefits  derived  to  his  allies 
from  the  coiitinental  armistice  ;  and  when,  on 
such  grounds  as  these,  Gondii  ions  are  insisted 
on  wuich  even  these  couki  not  v/arrant,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  slate  distinctly  (hat  his 
Jvlaje^tv  neilh.er  re.^ognizes  this  principle,  nor, 
ii"  he  did,  could  he  agree  in  this  application 
of  it.  His  Majesty  is  not,  indeed,  called 
ujion  to  appreciate  the  relative  advantages 
which  the  proiongatioii  of  the  conlinenird 
armistxe  might  really  aiford  to  each  of  the 
belligerent  powers  ;  but  even  of  those  cir- 
cumstances which  are  enumeraled  bv  lie 
French  governnit-nt  as  exclu  ively  advanta- 
geous to  Au.Nlria,  many  are  evidently  bene- 
ficial to  botii  parties,  and  aje  so  nearly  to  an 
equal  extent,  if,  during  the  interval  of  rc- 
j)ose  which  has  already  elapsed,  the  Austrian 
.irmies  have  been  re-established,  recruited, 
and  reinforce  !,  France  has  not  been  inatten- 
live  to  t!ie  sanie  measures.  If  the  subsidies 
which  his  A'lajesty  has  furnished  are  applied 
by  his  ally  to  the  formation  or  transport  of 
magazines,  France  has  appropriated  to  simi- 
Lr  purposes  the  rigorous  contributions  ex- 
acted from  those  countries  which  the  exist- 
ence of  an  armistice  has  not  exempted  from 
that  calamity.  'Fhe  places  in  the  rear  of  the 
Austrian  army  have  been  repaired  ;  but  the 
position  of  the  French  armies  has  also  been 
strengthened;  and  even  the  blockaded  towns 
may  perhaps  surfer -more  from  the  increased 
length  of  the  bloci;.f^e,  than  thev  can  profit 
by  .ny  internal  measures  for  improving  their 
defence.  Info  other  points  of  comparison 
his  Maje-^ty  forbears  to  enter.  No  ]^.art  of 
the  varied  successes  of  the  continental  war 
appears  to  him  to  entitle  his  enemies  to  pre- 
sume on  any  ascendant  over  (he  spirit  of  the 
Austrian  armies.  Dut  v. ere  (he  assertions  of 
ihe  French  government  in  these  respects 
better  grounded  than  his  iMajesty  conceives 
them  to  bej  the  principle  itself  would  still  be 
inadmissible.  It  is  impossible  tisat  his  Ma- 
jesty can  admit  that  compensation  is  to  be 
tlemanded  from  him  for  tl.e  extent  of  those 
advantages,  whatever  they  may  really  be,  which 
his  ally  niight  derive  from  the  continuance 
of  the  armistice  ;  yet  even  such  compeiisation 
is  in  a  great  degree  offered  by  his  Alajesty. 
In  consenting  to  a  nvival  armistice  on  such 
.terms  as  have  already  been  acceded  to  on  his 
Majesty's  part,  he  has  made  considerable  sa- 
crifices, and  placed  veithin  the  reach  of  his 
enemies  great  and  obvious  advantages  which 
their  representation  iji  vain  endeavours  to 
depreciate ;  he  has  thereby  given  to  all  Eu- 
rope a  strong  pledge  of  his  concern  for  the 
general  welfare,  and  to  his  enemies  a  decided 
proof  of  pacific  disposition.  But  to  yield  to 
.tLa  prtssiit  dcrrjind,  v.ould  be   to  ijcnfice 


those  means  of  present  defence,  and  lliose 
pledges  of  future  security,  which  have  been 
acqu.red  by  such  great  and  memorable  efforts, 
and  which  he  can  never  be  expected  to  fore- 
go (ill  the  result  of  those  negotiations,  in 
which  he  lias  declared  his  readiness  to  con- 
cur, shail  have  crowiied  his  endeavours  for 
the  happiness  of  h's  jieople  by  the  restora- 
tion of  safe  and  honourable  peace. 

GkEN  VILLE. 

This  note,  so  far  from  offering  a  suitable 
decision  on  the  question  of  the  maritime  ar- 
raislice,  contained  nothing  but  difficulties  and 
assertions,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  Citizen 
Olto  to  refute  udthout  delay,  alfer  the  pro- 
vident and  detailed  instructions  that  he  has 
received  from  Paris.  This  was  the  object  of 
the  following  note : 

Jfcrt'furd-slrtet,  Isi  Vendbniaire,  An  9. 

During  the  whole  course  of  the  negotiation 
withwhich  the  undersigned  has  been  charged, 
he  has  had  cause  to  regret  that  the  want  of 
more  direct  communications  with  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministry  has  rendered  it  impossible  for 
him  to  give  to  his  ofhcial  overtures  the  ne- 
cessary explanations.  Tlvs  inconvenience 
is  rendered  still  more  striking  by  the  result 
of  his  last  communications,  to  which  the  note 
vvliich  he  had  the  honour  to  receive  on  the 
2vyth  of  this  month  is  an  answer.  The  first 
part  of  this  note  appearing  to  intimate  a  doubt 
respecting  the  sincerity  of  the  dispositions  of 
(he  French  government  to  begin  negotiations 
for  a  general  peace,  the  midersigned  cannot 
avoid  entering  into  some  deiails  upon  this 
subject,  which  will  fully  justify  the  conduct 
of  itie  First  Consul,  "i  he  proposed  alterna- 
tive of  a  separate  peace,  in  the  event  of  his 
Majesty's  not  accepting  the  conditions  for  a 
general  armistice,  far  from  evincing  a  want 
of  sincerity,  furnishes,  en  the  contrary,  the 
strongest  proof  of  the  conciliatory  disposi- 
tions of  the  First  Consul :  it  is  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  declaration  made  by  the 
undersigned  th.e  4th  of  this  month.  In  cifcct, 
he  has  had  the  honour  to  apprize  the  Britiih 
ministry,  that  if  that  armistice  be  not  con- 
cluded before  the  11th  of  September,  hos- 
tilities ■u:ill  have  been  renewed  with  Austria, 
and  that  in  that  case  the  First  Consul  will  no 
longer  be  able,  with  regard  to  this  power,  to 
consent  to  any  except  a  separate  and  com- 
plete peace.  That  armistice  was  not  con- 
cluded at  the  date  fixed  upon  ;  it  was  there- 
fore natural  eventually  to  expect  a  scparalc 
peace  ivith  Austria,  and  according  to  the  same 
supposition,  a  peace  in  like  manner  separate 
ivith  Great  Britain,  unless  it  is  thought  that 
llie  calamities  with  which  a  great  part  of 
Europe  has  been  for  eight  years  past  op- 
pressed, should  be  continued  without  otl  er 
hope  of  termination  Lrian  that  of  tive  complete 
*  M  'J 
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deslruction  of  one  cf  the  belligerent  powers. 
It  is  not   theretorc  the    French  governmeni 
•which    proposes  to  his  Maje-ty   to  Si'parale 
his  interests  from  those  of   his  allies ;    but 
having  in  va"n  attempt'?d  to  unite   fhcm   in  a 
common  centre,  and  finding  them  sejvirafed 
in  fact  by  ihe  refusal  of  Ens^Iand  to  lay  down 
on  the  altar  of  peace  ?ome  special  advantages 
of  which  France  had  already  made  a  sacri- 
fice, the  First  Consul  has  given  a  frcbh  proof 
of  his  dispositions,  by  pointing  out   another  | 
means  of  reconciliation  which  the  course  of ' 
events  will  bring  about  sooner   or  later.     In  j 
conf(5rmitv  with  the  advice  which  the  under- 
signed had  transmitted   on  the   4th   of  this 
month,  notification  was  given  of  the  cessation 
of  the  continental  armistice  at  the  term  which  { 
had  l)een  fixed  upon ;  but  the  counter-projet  I 
of  the   British  ministry,    dispatched    by  the 
imdersigned   upon    the  Sth   of    this   month, 
having  reached  Paris  on  the    10th,  and  his 
Imperial  Majesty  having  appeared  to  be  con- 
vinced  that  his  ally  would  not  withhold   his 
consent  to  an  admissible  armistice,  (he  First 
Consul  determined  again  to  retard  for  eight 
days  the  reiiev-al  of  hostilities.     Orders  \\'ere 
immediately  dispatched  to  the  armies  of  Ger- 
many and  Italy,and  in  the  event  ot  those  orders 
arriving  too  late  in  the  last-iiientioned  coun- 
try, and  of  the  French  generals  having  ob- 
tained successes  in  consequence  of  any  mili- 
tary operation,  they  are  ordered   to   resume 
that  position  which  they  occupied  on  the  pre- 
cise day  on  which   hostilities  were  recom- 
menced.    The  simple  relation  of  these  facts 
will,  without  doubt,  be  sufficient  to  prove 
that  the  French  government  never  can  have 
intended  to  cover,  by  pretended  negotiations, 
a  fresh  attack  upon  Austria ;  and  tiiat,  on  the 
contrary,  it  has  acted  throughout  this  nego- 
tiation with  that  frankness  and   loyalty  which 
can  alone  ensure  thnt  re-establishment  of  ge- 
neral tranquillity  which  his   Majesty  and  his 
ministers  have  so  much  at  heart.     It  would 
be  in  vain  to  look  for  proofs  of  a  contrary  in- 
tention in  some  expressions  contained  in  the 
official  communications  of  the  French  govern- 
ment to  the  allies  of  his  Majesty  ;  more  espe- 
cially if  such  proofs  were  attempted  to  be 
drawn  from  one  of  the  last  letters  written  to 
Baron  Thugut,  which  the  undersigned  might 
have  communicated  himself,  if  he  had  found 
an  opportunity.     That  letter  would    prove, 
that  the  French  government,  always  a  friend 
to  peace,  appeared  to  complain  of  the  inten- 
tions of  Great  Britain  only  because  it  had 
evciy  reason  to  believe  them  contrary  to  a 
solid  system  of  pacification.     The  undersign- 
ed has  entered  into  these  details  onlv  because, 
-on  tlie  eve  of  negotiations  which  may  be  en- 
tered upon,  it  is  of  importance  to  the  coun- 
otis  of  tiic  two  powers  to  be  reciprocally  con- 


vinced of  the  sincerity  of  their  intentions, 
and    because   the  opinion   which  they    may 
have  of  that  sincerity  is  the  only  pledge  for 
the  success  of    the  negotiations.     With    re- 
spect to  the  second  point   in  the  note  which 
the  undersigned  has  had    the;   honour  of  re- 
ceiving, he  is  to   refer  to   his   letter  of  the 
loth,  in   wliich  he  informed  his  excellency 
Lord  Grenville,  that  he  was  directed  to  give 
yrittsfiirton/  cxpliaiaiions  relative  to  the  prin- 
cipal objfctions  of  (he  British  government  to 
(he  proposed  armistice,  and  entreated  him,  at 
the  same  time,  (o  facilitate  (he  means  of  ver- 
bal  communications   with   the  ministry.     It 
was    therefore    difficult    to    believe  that  the 
French  government  would  adhere,  without 
any  vtodlticdiinn^  to  its  first  overtures ;  for  in 
that  case  it  would  have  been  quite  useless  to 
solicit  for  an  interview,  in  order  to  give  sa- 
tisfactory explanations.     In  speaking   of  the 
compensations    requisite,  in    order  to  place 
the  naval  armistice  upon  a  footing  with   the 
continental    truce,     his     Majesty's     ministry 
think  that  there  is  some  preponderance  in  the 
balance  settled  by  the  French  government. 
A  formal  discussion  upon  this  point  would  im- 
doubtedly    be    displaced,    after    the   various 
successes  of  a  war  which  has  produced    so 
many  extraordinary  events.     It  is  difficult  to 
doubt  of  the  moral  iniiuence  of  those  events 
upon  armies,   upon    nations,    upon  govern- 
ments themselves;  and  (he  deductions  which 
may  be  drawn  from  it  at  present,  appear  to 
justify   the  opinion  which   the   undersigned 
has  felt  it  his  duty  to  state.     If  there  be  any 
exaggeration  in  (his  opinion,  it  is  shared  with 
(he  enemies  of  the  republic  themselves,  who 
have  employed  evei'v  effort  to   prolong  the 
truce,  and  who  have  not  scrupled  to  use  the 
means  of  pretended  negotiations  in  order  (o 
gain    time.     The    preliminaries    signed    by 
Count  de  St.  Julien,  and  disavowed  by  his 
court,    are  a   memorable  example  oi  this-; 
and  the  prolongation  of  the  continental  armi- 
stice must  necessarily  be  considered  as  a  sa- 
crifice  on   the  part  of  (be  republic,   since 
every  effort  has  been  employed  to  extort  its 
consent  to  it.     But  even  whilst  his  Majesty's 
ministry  admit  the  existence  of  this  sacrifice, 
they  formally  declare  that  an  analogous  sacri- 
fice cannot  be  expected  to  be  made  on  the  part 
of  his  Majesty.     It  certainly  does  not  become 
France  to  judge  how  far  his  Majesty's  engage- 
ments with  his  allies  may  counteract  his  inclina- 
tion in  this  respect ;  but  France  appears  to  have 
certainly  an  undoubted  right  to  demand  the 
price  of  the  sacrifice  which  she  has  made, 
and  which  she  is  still  willing  to  make.     The 
First  Consul  has  given  to  Europe  repeated 
pledges  of  his  pacific  dispositions;    he  has 
never  ceased  manifesting  them  to  the  cabi- 
nets interested  in  this  contest ;  and  even  al-^ 
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(hough  the  hopes  of  tbe  enemies  of  the  French  i 
Republic   should  be  excited   by  his  modera-  | 
tion,  it.  shall  a)  .vays  be  the  sole  g'ide  of  his 
actions.     Not  ■  itbstanding    this  diti'ercnCe  in 
the  manner  o:  viewing  several  questions  ac-  j 
cessory  and  prer.ininary  to  the  propcoed  pa- 
cification, the  undersigned  c",;inot  bui   con- 
gratulate himself  on  finding,  iii  all  the  coin- 
mnuicasions  which  he  has  hitherto  load  the 
honour  of  receiving,  the  same  assurances  of  j 
his  Majesty's  disposition  to  employ  his  efforts  | 
towards  the  re-establishment  of   the  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe,  and  he   will  neglect  no  op- 
portunitv  of   placing  this   disposition   in  its 
£tron;2:est  light  to  his  government.       Otto. 

Lord  Grenville  replied  in    the  following 
manner : — 

Dovjnin^-strcei,  Sept.  2.5,  1  SOO. 
It  is  by  no  means  the  Vv'ish  of  the  British 
government  to  prolong  a  written  controversy 
on  the  circumstances  to  which  the  first  part 
of  M.  Otto's  note  of  the  23d  inst.  principally 
relates ;  it  is  however  necessary,  in  order  to 
vindicate  the  accuracy  of  the  former  state- 
meat  which  the  undersigned  was  directed  (o 
make,  that  the  dates  of  those  facts  should,  in 
reply  to  M.  Otto's  note,  be  more  particularly 
detailed  ;  but  this  will  be  done  without  add- 
ing any  fresh  comm.trnt  upon  them.  The 
first  proposal  made  to  his  Majesty,  on  the 
part  of  France,  for  a  naval  armistice  ground- 
ed on  that  of  the  continent,  was  dated  on  the 
2  ith  of  August.  The  notices  for  terminat- 
lii'Z  the  continental  armistice  were  given  bv 
the  French  generals  on  the  27th  and  2yth  of 
August;  the  orders  for  that  purpose  must 
therefore  have  been  actually  sent  from  Paris 
before  the  24-th.  His  Majesty's  answer  was 
transmitted  bv  the  undersigned  to  Ivf.  Otto 
on  the  2.9th,  the  very  day  on  v/hich  the  last 
of  the  notices  was  given  in  Germany.  That 
answer  referred  to  the  Austrian  armistice  as 
still  existing;  and  it  was  not  till  the  4th  of 
September  that  the  first  intimation  was  re- 
ceived here  of  the  measures  taken  in  Ger- 
many for  giving  notice  of  its  terminatioii. — 
With  respect  to  the  letter  of  M.  Talleyrand 
to  Baron  de  Thugut,  to  which  M.  Otto  re- 
fers, it  was  also  dated  the  24'th  August.  The 
French  government,  so  far  from  being  at 
that  time  encillcd  to  consider  his  Maiestv's 
intentions  as  hostile  to  the  re-establishuient  of 
a  solid  system  of  pacification,  was  then  ac- 
tually in  possession  of  the  notification  given 
in  his  Majesty's  name,  through  his  ally,  of  his 
readiness  to  concur  in  immediate  negocia- 
tions  for  that  very  purpose.  It  will  be  with 
real  pleasure  that  his  Majesty  will  see  the 
conclusions  v/hich  appeared  to  him  to  result 
from  these  facts  disproved  by  the  event.  The 
best  evidence  which  the  French  government 
can  now  give  of  th«  sincerity  of  its  disposi- 


tions for  peace,  will  be  found  in  (he  facilijiej 
it  may  afford  for  expediting  both  the  com- 
mencement and  the  successful  termination  of 
that  negotiation  into  v^'hich  the  King  and  l.'is 
ally  the  Emperor  of  Germ.any  have  already 
expressed  tneir  willingness  to  enter,  and 
w'  ich  can  alone,  by  a  general  and  compre- 
hensive arrangement  of  the  interests  of  all 
she  parties  concerned  in  this  extensive  war, 
afford  to  Europe  the  hope  of  solid  and  per- 
manent tranquillity.  With  respect  to  the 
supposed  case,  in  which  it  is  stated,  (hat 
France  would  not  agree  to  treat  with  Austria 
but  for  a  separate  peace,  the  fortune  of  war 
can  alone  decide  on  the  means  of  realizing 
such  a  pretension  ;  but  whenever  it  shall  be 
insisted  on  bv  France,  after  the  CAperience 
of  what  has  already  passed,  it  will  ufford  to 
all  other  powers,  not  a  presumption  onlv,  but 
the  painful  and  decided  conviction,  that  the 
French  government  has  no  real  desire  to  put 
a  final  and  conclusive  period  to  the  calami- 
ties of  Europe.  No  man  who  considers  the 
past  events  of  this  contest  with  aitentioji,  or 
who  is  capable  of  judging  with  accuracy  of 
(he  present  situation  or  atfairs,  can  believe 
that,  if  the  present  war  is  to  be  terminated 
only  bv  a  succession  of  separate  treaties  be- 
tween the  different  pou'ers  now  engaged  in 
it,  any  permanent  or  solid  basis  of  general 
tranquillity  could  be  established.  As  his  Ma- 
jesty has,  in  compliance  with  M.  Otto's 
wishes,  authorised  a  proper  person  to  confer 
with  him  respecting  the  different  proposal* 
for  a  naval  armistice,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add 
any  thing  here  on  that  subject.  This  step  af- 
fords a  new  proof  of  his  Majesty's  disposi- 
tions to  lend  himself  to  every  reasonable  fa- 
cilitv  which  can  contribute  to  a  general  T)aci- 
fication,  and  every  part  of  his  Majesty's  con- 
duct will  be  found  conformable  to  ihose  dis- 
positions. Grenville. 

The  negociation  relative  to  the  maritime 
armistice  must  now  be  considered  as,  in  a 
great  measure,  broken  oft";  and,  on  both 
sides,  an  end  was  put  to  ihose  discussions, 
whicli  were  rendered  useless  by  the  rapid 
succession  of  miii'.ary  events,  as  well  as  by 
fhe  conclusion  of  a  tfraty  of  jjeace  at  Lime- 
ville,  between  France  and  the  Emperor,  20th 
Frairiai,  An  9. — On  the  2fMh  of  this  month 
Citizen  Otto  transinitted,  from  London,  the 
first  account  o*^  tlie  dismissal  of  Messrs.  Pilt, 
Dundas,  and  Grenville.  One  of  the  first 
acts  of  the  new  ministry  was  to  revoke  the 
orders  which  had  been  issued  against  the  fish- 
ing-boats, by  their  predecessors,  which  was 
the  only  answer  given  to  the  note  sent  'oy 
Citizen  Otto,  according  to  the  orders  of  his 
Cabinet.  It  now  appeared,  that  A'essrs.  Ad- 
dington,  Havvkesbury,  and  the  oii.er  mem- 
bers of  the  new  ministry,  v/ere  dispcied  t» 
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renew  the  negoliatlons  for  the  rcj-.toi£lion  of 
peace  so  often  broken  off  by  then"  predeces- 
sors;    and    on    the    2'.'th    Ventose,     Loid 
Hawkesbury  transmitted  to  Citizen  Otto  the  ; 
following  note  : —  | 

Londm,  2  Lw'  Manh,  1801.       I 

Tb.e  \inder^ie;ned  has  received  (he  com-  | 
mands  of  the  King,  to  conv.T.unicate  to  the  | 
French  govern ment  the  dispositions  of  his  j 
Majesty  inimediately  to  enter  on  negotiations  ! 
for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  to  declare  | 
that  his  Majesty  is  ready  to  send  to  Paris,  or  j 
anv  other  suitable  place,  a  minister  fully  au~  i 
Ihoriscd  to  give  ev^jry  necessary  explanation,  I 
as  well  as  to  negociate  and  conclude,  in  (he  j 
name  of  his  Majesty,  a  treaty  between  (his  , 
country  and  France.  Hawkesbury.    j 

The  First  Consul,  whose  dispositions  for  ; 
peace  had  no!  changed  for  a  moment,  eagerly  j 
received  (his  overlure;  but,  convinced  more  | 
than  ever,  that,  in  the  complication  cf  inte- 
rests which  a  war  of  eight  years  had  so  i 
strangely  perplexed,  a  pompous  negoiialion  ] 
was  not  calculated  to  produce  a  prompt  re-  j 
establishment  of  peace,  he  directed  Cir'zcn  [ 
Otto  to  present  the  following  note,  in  v.'l-lch  | 
he  proposed,  previously,  to  agree  to  a  gcixC-  ! 
ral  suspension  of  hostilities,  or  even  to  pre-  j 
liminary  articles  of  pacilicati:.n. 

Vlih.  Germinal,   An  9.       ' 

The  undersigned  has  rommunicaled  to  his 

fov^crnment  the  note  of  his  F.xcelienry  Lord 
lawkesbury,  dated  2 1st  of  March,  ISOi. — 
The  First  Consul  retains  his  conjtant  love  of 
peace  ;  and  the  undersigned   is  specitdly  di- 
rected to  communicate  the  lively  satisfaction 
felt  by  the  First  Consul,  on  perceiving  that 
the  British  Cabinet  is  at  last  disposed  to  put 
an  end  to  the  misery  which,  for  eight  years, 
has  desolated  Europe.     The  campaign  is  be- 
ginning :  the  iiceis  of  his  Eritannic  Majesty 
api)ear  ready  to  carry  war  into  the  bosom  of 
the  Baltic ;  the  continental  powers  are  pre- 
pared to  attack  Portugal  and  IJanovcr.     Hov/ 
can  it  be  expected,  that,  amidst  L:ese  war- 
like preparations,  and  these  new   causes  of 
exasperation,  a  pubhc  negotiation  could  be 
successful,  without  agreeing  to  some  prelimi- 
nary principles?     Would  it  not  be  more  na- 
tuml  to  precede  a  negotiation  by  a  suspension 
of  hostiiilies  ?  or,  if  the  obstacles  to  a  sus- 
pension of  maritime  force  are  more  difHcult 
to  remove,  even  than    t';e   re-eslablishment 
of  peace  itself,  would  it  not,    at  least,    be 
more  suitable  to  come  to  a  previous  under- 
standing on  the  basis  of  the  latter?     The  un- 
dersigned has  all  the  powers  and  instructions 
necessary  to  give  Lord  Hawkesbury  the  ad- 
ditional explanatiims    which  his    excellency 
can   desire.     The  First  Consul  will   regard 
that  as  the  most  splendid  day  of  his  hfe,  when 
the  commerce  oi  Europe  will  enjoy  its  pro- 


sperity  undisturbed,    which   can  arise  only 
from  the  peace  of  the  seas.  Otto. 

Citizen  Otto  announced,  at  the  same  time, 
i!',.at  he  had  received  the  instructions  and 
[ -ovrers  necessary  for  either  of  the  tv.'o  nego- 
tiations which  should  be  preferred.  The  an- 
swer of  Lord  Hawkesbury  was  conceived  in 
the  following  terms : — 

2d  April,  1801. 
The  undersigned  Secretary  oi  State  for 
Foreign  Afr'airs,  does  not  lose  a  moment  ia 
acquninting  M.  Olio,  that  his  Majesty  feels  a 
rej.1  sotisfaction  on  learning  that  the  senti- 
ments of  the  French  government  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  peace  are  conformable  to  his 
own.  From  the  n-.anner  in  which  the  ovei"- 
tures  of  his  Majesty  have  been  received  at 
Paris,  he  has  cverv  reason  to  hope  that  this 
desirable  object  will  be  obtained,  for  the 
mutual  interest  and  happiness  of  both  na- 
tions. As  to  the  proposition  of  an  armistice, 
which  is  suggested  as  a  fair  alternative,  the 
difiiculties  foreseen  in  the  note  of  M.  Otto 
are  cf  a  nature  to  render  them  insurmount- 
able, or.  at  nil  cv^.^its,  to  occasion  consider- 
able dejays :  l)ut  (lie  other  proposition,  an 
immediate,  full  and  conlidenti.d  com.muni- 
ca'ion,  lespccling  ihe  terms  and  prehminarics 
ol  peace,  is.  entirely  conformable  to  the 
wisncs  of  his  Majesty.  1  he  undersigned 
v.iu  be  aufnorized,  in  a  very  few  days,  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation  v/ith  M.  Otto;  and 
he  vriU  receive  the  necessary  powers  to  bring 
this  inrporlrnt  business  to  a  very  prompt  ter- 
m ir.ation .  H  a  w  k  i-  s  u  u  r  y . 

This  note  proves,  that  the  British  govern- 
ment acceded  to  the  proposition  for  opening 
the  negotiation  on  the  prehminary  articles  ; 
and  tc.s  discussions  for  that  purpose  were  be- 
gun on  the  ll'th  Germinal.  The  English 
minister  ender.voured,  at  first,  to  bring  for- 
vrard  all  the  former  pretensions  of  his  court ; 
and  som.e  cf  the  events  which  had  taken 
jViace  in  the  North  of  Europe  (tlie  passage  of 
the  English  ileet  into  the  Sound,  and  the  un- 
expected death  of  the  Emperor  Paul  I.)  as 
having  contributed  to  give  confidence  to  the 
British  cabinet.  In  his  second  conference, 
Lord  Hawkesbury  delivered  to  Citizen  Otto, 
a  sketch,  without  any  sigriatiire,  of  the  con- 
ditions which  he  pi'oposed  should  form  the 
preliminaries  of  pacification. 

ApcrrHj  in  iht  hand-ivriting  of  Lord  Haxvkes- 
biiiy. — His  Majesty  proposes  to  the  French 
government,  to  conclude  peace,  for  itself  and 
its  allies,  en  the  follov^'ing  condilions ; — The 
French  government  will  evacuate  E,gypt,  and 
give  it  up  to  the  Poite.  Flis  Majesty  will 
restore,  on  his  part,  to  France  and  its  allies, 
the  following  conquests :  —  Pondicherry, 
Chandernagor,  Mahc,  Negapaiam,  Malaca, 
^  Aaibome,  ^anda,  Cochin,  5t.  Marcou,  the 
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Cape  of  Gocd  Hope,  on  condition  that  it 
shall  be  :i  free  port,  (joree,  Surinam,  Cura- 
cao, Saint  Lucia,  the  Saints,  St.  Pierre  and 
Miqnelon,  Mir.crca.  The  Batavlan  Repub- 
lic ihall  grant  to  the  House  ot  Orange  an 
entire  indemnity  for  the  loss  which  it  has  suf- 
fered in  its  property.  If  authentic  inlorma- 
tion  sliould  be  received,  previous  to  the  sig- 
nature of  the  preliniinailts,  of  the  evacuation 
cf  ligypt  by  the  French  troops,  or  of  a  con- 
vention concluded  to  that  efl'ect,  his  IvJajesty 
will  not  liold  himself  bound  to  subscribe  to 
the  above  conditions  in  all  their  extent. 

The  First  Consul  ordered  Citi/en  Otto  to 
be  informed,  tliat  he  could  consider  these 
first  propositions  cf  the  English  minister  on.ly 
as  a  means  of  gaining  time  ;  that  there  cer- 
tainly could  be  no  idea  of  their  being  seriously 
discussed ;  that  there  was  some  diirerence 
between  tiie  fifth  ar.d  the  ninth  year  of  the 
republic  ;  that  he  would  consent  only  to  an 
honourable  peace,  founded  on  a  just  equili- 
brium of  the  different  parts  of  the  world  ; 
?.nd  that,  with  such  a  view  of  things,  he 
could  not  leave,  in  the  hands  of  England, 
countries  and  establishments  of  such  immense 
weight  in  the  balance  of  EuropL*,  as  those 
which  she  demanded.  During  several  weeks, 
the  discussions  went  on  and  extended  io  a 
considerable  length.  To  give  them  n.ore  ac- 
tivity, the  First  Consul  ordeied  Citizen  Oito 
to  deliver  the  following  note  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury : — 

Ilercfcrd-sintf.  \'2  Prcuria/,  .-hi  9. 
The  French  government  sees  with  c(mi- 
cern,  that,  from  the  first  overtures  made  by 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  ei.ler  on  r.egotia- 
tions  respecting  peace,  tv.'o  mon.ths  are 
passed  away,  without  being  able  'o  fix  the 
basis  cf  a  [)acification  so  important  to  t'le  two 
nations  and  ail  Europe.  In  tiiC  actual  stale 
of  things,  it  cannot  be  presunied  th^t  certain 
military  events,  and,  above  all,  the  opera- 
tions of  some  sm.ali  armies,  that  bear  so  in- 
considerable a  proportion  to  the  real  and 
disposable  force  of  the  two  countries,  ought 
fo  influence,  essentially,  a  measrirc  Vv'hose 
object  it  is  to  produce  a  system  capable  of 
re-establishing  peace,  and  securing  its  dura- 
tion. The  public  declrirations  of  the  British 
minister  have  informed  f.nrope  of  the  deter- 
mination of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  labour 
in  the  work  of  a  general  pacification,  with- 
out suffering  himself  to  be  dazzled  by  suc- 
cess, or  disheartened  by  misfortune.  These 
sentiments  are  participated  by  the  First  Con- 
sul, by  his  council,  and  the  whole  nation. 
They  are  equally  animated  with  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  but  without 
compromising,  in  any  manner,  the  dignity 
and  real  interest  of  France.  The  chances  of 
var,  which  froui  o:;e  niomentto  another  mav 


form  a  balance  between  tv;o  powerful  na- 
tions, can  no  more  influence  the  conditions 
of  a  maritime  peace,  than  of  a  continental 
peace;  and  v/hatever  may  be  the  fate  of 
forces  employed  upon  the  Nile,  the  Tagu?» 
or  any  other  quarter,  it  is  incontestible  that 
the  pretensions  and  respective  interests  will 
renv.in  always  the  same  ;  and  that  the  object 
of  the  pacification  will  be,  invariably,  to  re- 
establish an  equilibiium  \fhich  at  once  em- 
braces the  possessions  and  the  commerce  of 
two  ]:owers  in  dHIercnt  parts  of  the  globe. 
To  alt:.in  this  object,  the  Frerich  govern- 
ment, reckoning  more  and  more  on  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  British  ministry,  requests  that 
the  negoti;itions  may  tal«;e  a  more  oHicial  cha- 
racter :  and  that  the  n;inistry  will  conmiuni- 
cate  to  the  ui:dersigned,  in  vvriling,  the  pro- 
positions it  proposes  to  make  on  the  basis 
that  his  Majesty  shall  have  thought  proper  to 
adopt,  for  the  establishment  of  a  definitive 
and  general  peace.  The  well-known  firm- 
ness of  the  French  government,  and  its 
mems  of  defence,  would  be  sufficient  to  ^^-et 
aside  any  condition  that  might  be  incom- 
patible with  the  honour  and  tlie  digniiv  of 
the  republic  •,  if  even  the  principles  of  justice 
and  moderation  that  the  ministry  of  h;,  Bri- 
tannic Maie^ty  l^.s  hitherto  professed,  were 
not  to  be  considered  as  pledges  of  his  sincere 
de:.ire  to  shorten  the  negotiations  bv  ofTers 
analogous  to  these  principles.  Otto. 

On  a  demand  niade  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
t^at  he  would  specify  his  propositions  for  the 
re-establishment  of  peace,  he  ansv/ered  by 
referring  to  the  Apcv^u  which  he  had  given 
to  Citizen  Otto,  in  an  early  pra't  of  April ; 
and,  wiihoiit  particularizing  (he  articles  it 
contained,  rtquehted  that  the  French  govern- 
ment vi  ould  also  make  known  its  piopcsitions. 
His  note  is  as  follows  :  — 

Do-.i:ninc^-iilrcef,  June  G,  ISO  I. 
The  undersigned,  first  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreion  Affaiis.  has  laid  before  the  King^ 
the  n.ote  presented  by  M.  Olto  on  the  1st 
inst.  His  Majesty  has  never  ceased  to  pre- 
set ve  the  sincere  desire  that  he  manifested  at 
the  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  to 
conduct  to  a  speedy  conclusion,  the  war 
which  unha]:!pily  exists  between  (he  two 
countries.  Tlie  delays  which  might  take 
place  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  can- 
not, on  any  account,  be  attributed  to  his 
Majesty  :  and  if  it  was  tliouglit  more  conve- 
nient to  cnrry  on  the  necessai  y  discussions  by 
verbal  communications,  rather  than  bv  the 
more  usual  means  of  official  notes,  it  was  be- 
cause that  mode,  proposed  by  the  French  go- 
vernment, was  best  calculated  to  bring  the 
two  countries  to  a  full  and  clear  understand- 
ing with  each  other.  The  undersigned  has 
already,  on  several  occasions,  made  M.  Ot'.o 
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acqiiainted  with  what  r^ppeared  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's g'^vcijimtnt  to  be  (he  most  puilabit 
means  of  negotiation,  and  on  what  conditions 
peace  might  be  concluded.  This  basis  can 
be  e-.tabrLhed  only  en  just  and  equitable 
prijx  pies,  taking  into  consi  Icration  all  the 
circumsiances  of  the  war,  and  tiie  relative 
state  of  the  belligerent  powers  at  tl-e  moment 
of  negotiation.  IJis  Majesty  is  so  fdr  from 
bein.i;  influenced  by  any- view  of  ambition 
and  aggrandizement,  that  he  v.'ould  most 
willingly  abandon  all  the  conquests  whic'i 
have  been  m;-:de  durii^j  the  present  war,  on 
condition  thai  the  powers  of  the  continent 
£  .ouid  recover  the  situation  which  they  pos- 
sessed before  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties -ii  1722.  But  if  there  should  bean  opi- 
nion that  an  arrangement  of  this  nature  was 
imprai-licable  in  the  actual  state  of  Europe, 
in  tliis  Cdse  his  Majesty  would  be  obliged  to 
have  r.'course  to  some  other  principle  equallv 
just  and  reasonable  ;  and  he  thinks  t:  ai  he 
has  the  right  to  expect,  that  tlie  French  go- 
vernment will  acquiesce  in  his  being  justi- 
fied, from  the  success  of  his  arms,  to  retain 
a  part  of  his  conquests,  from  a  sense  of  giv- 
ing security  to  his  dominions,  and  sei-ving  as 
a  counterpoise  to  the  imporlant  acquisitions 
of  ten itoiy  obtained  by  F:  ancc  on  ihe  coriti- 
nent.  Conformably  lo  t:u's  principle,  the 
undersigned  has  reiiiitted  to  M.  Otto,  the 
14-th  oi  las  April,  a  memorial,  \\-herein  were 
laid  down,  the  terms  lo  which  his  ^h>jestv 
was  disposed  to  accede  as  conditions  of 
peace;  and  also,  to  give  the  most  unequivo- 
cal proof  of  the  justice  and  n^.oderation  of  his 
view-,  and  of  his  sincere  desire  for  die  re- 
turn of  tranquillitv,  his  Majesty  does  not 
hesit  <te  todeciire,  that  he  is  not  disposed  to 
avail  himself  of  t!.e  circumstances  which 
have  sine.'  presented  themselves,  though  ever 
so  un},ortant  to  the  interest  of  his  states,  l)v 
asking  for  terms  more  advantageo\is  than 
those  that  have  been  stated  in  tlds  memorial : 
therefore,  his  Majesty  refers  again  to  this 
memorial,  on  t:  e  subject  of  those  principles 
on  which  peace  can  be  con'Ju.'ed  between 
the  two  countries.  If  the  French  govern- 
meni  has  any  propositions  to  make,  different 
from  those  that  have  been  mentioned,  and 
which  in  its  judgment  may  conduce  to  peace, 
his  majes'y  is  ready  to  give  them  the  highest 
consideraiion.  Hawkesblky. 

Citizen  Otto  received  from  his  govern- 
ment the  following  note,  which  he  inclosed 
as  an  answer  to  Lord  Ilawkesbury  : — 

'26eh  Frairia/^   An  9. 

The  undersigned  having  transmitted  to  his 
governinent  the  note  of  his  excellency  Lord 
HawI.esbury,  d  ted  the  6th  of  June,  is  di- 
rected to  address  the  following  answer  to 
i-.iiH  :-^A  just   and  honourable  peaee  is  the 


'  first  wish  of  the  French  government :  and, 
during  twenty  months,  it  has  not  ceased  to 
manifest  lis  dispositions  to  that  object.  In 
the  month  of  Nivose,  year  8,  it  proposed  to 
the  British  government  to  treat  of  peace,  and 
its  proposition  was  repulsed.  During  the 
negotiations  with  Austria,  the  French  govern- 
ment reiterated  the  proposition  of  a  separate 
negotiation  with  England,  and  even  of  a  ge- 
neral negotiation,  if  the  court  of  London 
would  put  itself  in  the  same  position  rela- 
tive to  France  as  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
done,  by  the  preliminary  conclusion  of  a  mari- 
time armistice,  analogous  to  that  of  tlie  con- 
tinent, which  was  altogether  in  favour  of 
I  Austria.  This  proposition  was  aho  rejected  : 
'  and  if  at  this  moment,  when  the  negotiation 
is  opened  between  the  two  states,  the  British 
government  participates  in  the  wish  for 
peace,  it  is  very  easy  to  give  a  proof  of  it, 
since  it  possesses,  from  its  immense  con- 
quests, the  pledge  of  a  general  peace.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  be  said,  that  the 
sincjire  disposition  to  peace  is  not  visible 
in  the  prepositions  presented  by  I>ord 
Hawkf-<ibu''y.  Can  the  court  of  Londo;i,  if 
it  is  sine  •.  e  'n  its  v^"ishe.>  for  peace,  and  now 
that  the  alli'^s  are  concentrating  their  means 
aga:n;r  it,  pretend  to  preserve  cori.,juests, 
which  Ave  ov,'es  only  to  the  disorders  of  the 
French  revolution,  and  the  efforts  of  the  coa- 
lition r  Nevertheless,  it  is  acknowledged, 
tiiat  the  great  events  which  have  happened 
in  Europe,  and  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  boundaries  of  the  great  states  of 
the  continent,  might  autfiorize  a  part  of  the 
demands  of  the  British  government ;  but  how 
can  it  demand,  as  an  ultimatum,  the  keeping 
of  JNlalta,  of  Ceylon,  of  all  the  countries  con- 
quered from  Tippoo  Saib,  of  Trinidad,  Mar- 
linico,  Scc.  ?  'Fhe  undersigned  is  authorized 
to  demand  of  Lord  Ilawkesbury,  if,  in  case 
the  French  government  should  accede  to  the 
arrangements  proposed  for  the  East  Indies  by 
England,  and  should  adopt  the  status  ante 
hiltum  for  Portugal,  his  Britannic  Majesty 
would  consent  that  the  status  ante  belluni 
should  be  re-established  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  America .'  Otto. 

Until  this  period,  England  had  affected  to 
appear  tranquil  on  the  subject  of  Portugal, 
though  the  French  and  Spanish  armies, 
united,  had,  in  the  space  of  a  few^  weeks,  re- 
duced Portugal  to  the  last  extremity,  and  a 
negotiation  had  been  concluded,  in  which  the 
court  cf  Lisbon  a\  as  compelled  to  make  the 
greatest  sacrifices.  In  fact,  the  first  treaty 
concluded  at  Badajoz  had  already  imposed 
very  rigorous  conditions  on  Portugal,  the 
principal  of  which  were  directed  against 
England.  Nevertheless,  the  First  Consul 
refused  to  ratify  this  treaty,  and  made  luiowu 
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h's  refusal  (o  England,  declaring  fivcly,  lliat  '  mission  of  t!ie  Porhigiiesc  aovernmrnt,  and 

in  the  advantagfSiJ-iiuedovv^r  I'ortij^al,  hconlv  leave  the  fate  of  this  country  to  the  British 

sought  for  the  means  of  compensation  to  oifer  cabinet,  who  is  called  upon  to  decide  it,  by 

England,  in  exchange  for  the  restitutions  s'-e  its  answer  to  the  last  propositions  which  it 

should  malie  (o  the  allies   oi  Frai^.ce.     'inia  has  received,  viz.  if  it  will  admit  the  status 

vas  the  object  ofa  note,  addressed  from  Paris  anfe  belluvi  for  Fort'jgal  as  an  equivalent  for 

to  Citizen  C)tto,  and  which  lie  transmiited  to  the  status  anlc  bcUwn  for  America.     The  Bri- 

Loid  Hawkesbury.     It  was  as  foilows : —  tish  government    will  not  fail  seeing,  in  the 
'21lh  Prainul,  An  9. 


The  war  with  Portugal  having  been  pur- 
sued with  ardoui',  and  the  province  of  Aleii'e- 
\o  having  been  conquej-ed  by  tie  Spaniards, 


frankness  of  this  measure,  the  desire  to  act 
with  tenderness  towards  a  feeble  power,  who, 
throughout  the  v/ar,  has  acted  no  other  part 
but  that  of  an    En2:lish   province ;    and    to 


the  Prince  Regent  dispatched  M.  de  Pinto  |  avoid  every  thing  which,  by  exasperating  the 
with  full  powers  to  treat  of  ptnce.  The  ne-  |  two  cabinets,  would  injure  the  negotiatioa 
gotiation   v/as  opened    at  Kadrijoz,  between  ;  entered  upon  by  them,  and  would  prepc.ra 


the  ambassador  of  the  republic  and  the  Por- 
tuguese envoy.  A  kind  of  treatv  was  tiie  re- 
sult, whose  principal  i:iipu!ations  v/cre  as 
follow : — Tfiat  all  the  ports  and  roads  in  Por- 
tugal, as  well  in  Europe  as  in  the  other  parfs 
ol  the  world,  shall   be  shut  against  English 


for  liumanily  new  subjects  lor  tears. 

Otto. 
Lord  tlavvkcsbury  replied  by  the  following 
note  : — 

Dotvnijig-street,  June  25,  1801; 
The  undersigned,  first   Secretary  of  State 


vessels,  whether  of  \v2.i   or    commerce,  and  !  (o  liis  Majesty  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the 


shall  remain  open  to  those  of  France  and  its 
allies,  to  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  between 
France  and  England.  Th'.t  t!ie  ijmiis  of  the 
two  Guianas  shall  be  determined  in  fs-iture  be 
tiie  river  Arrawari,  wiiose  navii:,aticn,  througii- 
out  its  course,  shall  be  conimon  to  1:Q  two 
countries.  Tiiat  tlie  commercial  relafions 
between  the  two  countries  shall  be  fixed  by  a 
treiity  of  commerce  ;  but  that,  in  the  mean 
lime,  the  goods  and  merchandize  proceeding 
from  the  soil  and  manufactures  of  each  of 
the  two  countries,  will  be  recij-rocaliv  ad- 
mitted, without  being  subject  to  any  prbhibi- 
(it.n  or  ar.y  duly  but  in  common  wiih  similar 
goods  and  merchandize  imported  by  o[\:er 
nations;  th;it  the  French  clotii  shall' be  im- 
mediately iiitroduced  into  Poriti?;d  on  the 
footing  of  the  most  favoured  braiica  of 
commerce.  Further,  tiiis  treaty  contains  [he 
stipulation  of  an  indemnity  in  favour  of  the 
French  government. — But  v^'hatever  may  be 
the  advantages  which  would  result  from  ibis 
treaty,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  make 
knov.'nto  Lord  Havx-kesburv,  that  the  instru-  ' 


lionour  to  mention  the  receipt  of  two  notes 
which  have  been  forwarded  to  him  by  M. 
Olto,  on  the  1  Sth  iust.  He  shall  abstain  from 
miaking  any  rejection  on  the  motives  which 
prevented  his  Majcs'y  from  entering  into  the 
negotiation  in  the  n.onth  of  January,  1800,  or 
on  the  circumstances  which  opposed  his  en- 
denvovj';:,  dm'ing  the  present  year,  to  obtain 
a  general  peace.  The  undersigned  will, 
however,  make  seme  remarks  on  the  nego- 
tiation in  question.  The  French  govern- 
ment appears  to  admit  the  incontestiblc  jus- 
tice of  the  pretensions  of  his  Majesty  to  pre- 
serve a  part  of  his  conquests,  by  way  of  com- 
l^cnsation  for  Ike  great  acquisitions  of  terri- 
tory which  Fiance  las  made  on  the  conti- 
Ticnt.  hi  is  .\bies!v  has  already  proved  the 
mcderationof  his  pretensions  by  the  dem.ands 
contained  in  the  propositions  sent  to  IM.  Otto. 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  his  ]\'Iajes!y,  in 
preserving  every  tiling  he  has  gained  by  his 
arms  in  tlie  course  of  this  war,  does  not  over- 
balance the  extent  and  importance  of  the  ac- 
quisitions and  iniuence  of  France  on  the 
continent.     But  his  Majesty,  animated  by  a 


ment  signed   between    the  tv.'o    plenipctcn 

tiaries  respectively,  will  not  be  ratified  by  sincere  desire  to  re-establish  peace,  and  by  that 
the  First  Consul,  and  will  only  be  considered  !  spirit  of  moderation  which  can  alone  procurs 
by  him  as  a  minute  of  conferences,  and  ra-  [  it,  has  declared  his  intention  to  make  im- 
(her  as  a  projet  than  a  delinitive  treatv:  at  :  portant  concessions  to  France  and  its  allies,  and 
the  same  time,  the  First  Consul,  not  to  de-  I  to  keep  those  possessions  only  which  it  may- 


part  from  the  declaration  made  at  L'Orient  to 
M.  D'Aranjo,  that  peace  with  the  court  of 
Lisbon  would  not  be  concluded,  till  the  allies 
should  be  in  possession  of  three  provinces  of 
Portugal,  which  might  serve  as  a  comperisa- 
tion  for  their  colonies  at  a  general  peace. 
The  undersigned  must  add,  that  in  giving 
his  orders  to  the  French  array  to  be  jirepared 
to  continue  the  attacks  of  Pc'ituga!,  the  First 
Consul  designed  to  avail  bi.ristlftl  the  iaib- 
Vor.  111. 


judge  necessary  for  the  support  and  security 
of  his  states.  M.  Otto,  by  his  first  note  of 
the  ISth  January,  announces  to  his  Majesty, 
that  the  French  government  is  willing  to  ad- 
mit the  conditions  proposed  relative  to  tho 
East  Indies,  and  the  slcJtis  ante  btUum  for 
Portugal ;  provided  his  Majesty  would  con* 
sent  to  the  status  ante  bellujn  for  tiie  Medite^ 
ranean  and  America.  By  the  sta'ua  avM 
htlluju  in  the  ivicditerra  lean,  his  Majcils' 
''■   N 
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understands  that  the  French  governnien^ 
wishes,  on  its  part,  not  only  that  i-'gYp'- 
should  be  restored  to  the  Gra-.-.d  Seigrdor,  but 
that  the  integrity  cf  the  Oitoinan  empire 
should  be  secured.  This  propcsition,  exten- 
sive as  it  is,  cannot  in  any  way  produce  the 
resuks  that  it  announces,  nor  re-establish  the 
two  nations  i:i  the  stut/is  an'.e  hellian  in  the 
INIeditenancan.  It  wov.ld  be  also  necessary 
that  the  French  government  should  evacuate 
'the  country  of  Nice,  and  all  the  states  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia  ;  that  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Tuscany  should  be  re-established,  and  that 
Ihe  rest  of  Italy  should  recover  its  indepen- 
dence. If  that  cannot  be,  and  that  France 
3S  to  preserve  a  part  of  the  influence  which 
she  has  lately  acquired  in  Italy,  his  Majesty 
is  legitimately  authorized  to  keep  the  island  of 
!^Iaha,  to  protect  the  commerce  of  his  sub- 
jects, and  to  watch  at  least  over  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
The  proposition  mentioned  in  the  second 
note  of  tlie  2i-lth  inst.  on  the  status  arJc  bd- 
luin  in  America,  as  a  compensation  of  the 
status  ante  belluiu  as  relative  to  Portugal,  ap- 
pears to  be  unjust.  The  undersigned,  in 
xiis  note  of  the  14'ih  April,  has  alrc?dy  regu- 
lated the  concessions  that  his  Majesty  inten-.l- 
ed  to  make  to  France  and  his  allies,  with  a 
view  to  assure  to  Portugal  and  the  Ottom.an 
Porte  the  status  ante  bellum,  on  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  peace.  Tui,  although  his  Ma- 
jesty is  disposed  to  make  every  reasonable 
concession  for  the  a.lvantage  of  his  allies,  it 
cannot  be  exprcted  that  he  v.dll  consent,  for 
their  sake,  to  make  sacriiiqcs  which  Vi'ili  be 
incompatible  v/ith  the  security  of  ins  king- 
doms. Independent  of  all  consi:lcrations  of 
Ihis  nature,  the  nrnpo:dtion  is  in  it-e;f  liable 
to  objecilor.s,  since  the  sialr.s  anti'  ieUasn  for 
Portugal  cannot  in  anyway  be  equh-alent  for 
the  status  ante  bdhun  for  Anicr.'ca.  Flis 
Majesty  has  ma  le  very  important  conquests 
in  t!iat  p.a-t  of  the  world,  not  only  'from 
Prance,  but  Sp.nn  and  Holland.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  be'  expected  that  his  Majesty  will 
restore  all  the  co^-quesis  that  his  arms  have 
riadc  hem  several  powers  in  America,  as  a 
compensation  for  She  sta.tus  ante  bcHinn  in 
Portugal  alone  :  be:  ides,  it  must  be  observed 
that  the  states  ante  i'  lam  in  7\rnerica  could 
not  be  pro.luced  by  the  restitution  cf  the 
conquests  which  his  M?.;csty  has  made  there, 
without  calling  for  a  compensation  to  Great 
Britain,  for  the  acquisition  that  France  has 
made  of  \l-\t  Spanish  part  of  St.  Domijigo. 
His  Majesty  does  n-t  mean  to  avail  himself 
of  theincontestible  right  which  he  can  claim 
from  treaies  of  bringmg  into  discussion  this 
concession  of  Spain  to  France  ;  but  he  cannot 
allow  that  it  s  ;Ould  pass  unnoticed  in  regu- 
lating the  conditions  of  peace.     The  under- 


«signed,  after  liavlng  m?de  such  observationj 
as  the  occasion  requires,  has,  nevertheless, 
been  directed  bv  bis  Majesty  to  give  an  add. i- 
tional  proof  6f  the  care  lie  takes  of  the  inte- 
rest of  his  uUieb,  and  of  his  desire  to  bring 
the  negotiation  to  a  happy  conclusion.  For 
this  purpose,  the  undersigned  is  authorized 
to  ]n-omise,  that  when  the  French  govern- 
ment shall  have  acceded  to  the  propositions 
already  made  by  his  Majesty  respecting  the 
East  Indies  and  the  Mediterranean  ;  a'ni  if  it 
consents  also  that  his  Majesly  shall  keep  in 
America,  IMartinico,  I'ob-igo,  Demcrary, 
Essequibo,  and  Berbice,  his  IMajesty  will  add 
to  what  he  h"s  already  granted,  the  status 
ante,  beliuni  for  ;"pain,  in  consideration  of  the 
status  ante  helium  for  Poriuo-al,  and  conclude 
peace  on  these  condliicns. 

FIawkesbury. 

The  conclusions  of  this 'note,  then,  were 
nothing  less  than  that,  if  the  status  ante  hel- 
ium was  allowed  to  Porhigal,  his  Britannic 
Majesty  would  allow  the  same  to  the  King  of 
Spain  ;  that  is  io  say,  that  of  all  the  objects 
of  which  Eiigland  proposes  to  retain,  she 
only  offers  to  give  up  Trinidad,  being  desir- 
ous of  keeping  Ivlalfa,  Martinico,  Ceylon, 
Tobago,  Demerary,  Essequibo,  and  Eerbice. 
This  note  v.'a'^  calculated  to  lesseii,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  confidence  wliich  the  hrst  Consul 
wished  to  liave  in  the  pacific  declarations  of 
tlie  English  minister.  Pie  directed  Citizen 
Oito  io  LraiiS.i;i't  the  toUowing  paper  x— 

'2\st  Messidor,  An  9. 

'^hr-  ur-'ersigned  ha"  submitted  to  his  gcv 
the  note  of  his  excellency  Lord 
•y,  dated  25lh  June.  He  has  re- 
ceived orde/s  to  make  the  following  answer  : 
— U  is  with  ihe  most  poignant  grief  that  the 
First  Consul  perceives,  on  the  perusal  of  this 
note,  that  all  th.e  measures  hitherto  taken  by 
tne  British  government  by  uio  means  tended, 
as  it  had  pubhcly  declared,  to  obtain  a  prompt 
pacification  between  the  two  states.  V>'hat 
can  be  e.xpecied  of  a  negotiation  which  as- 
sr.mcb  such  a  retrograde  character  !  Ey  the 
note  of  the  6th  June,  and  the  explanations 
which  accompanied  it.  Lord  Hawkesbury 
had  slated  that  his  Eritaimic  Majesty  was 
disposed  to  restore  all  the  acquisitions  which 
he  made  from  France  and  her  allies,  with 
the  exception  of  Ceylon,  of  Martinico  or 
Trinidad,  and  the  island  of  Malta,  with  this 
modification  with  respect  to  the  latter,  that 
its  port  should  be  neutralized  :  and  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  the  conquests  made  by  the 
dlies  in  Portug:d  are  reckoned  as  nothingiin 
the  propositions  of  Lord  Ha^A'kesbury,  no 
more  than  the  other  compensations  of  the 
sime  kind  that  France  might  oi-Ier  on  the  con- 
tinent. By  the  note  of  30  Prairial,  the  French 
governrpent  has  proposed  to  abandon  all  thf 


uc; 
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conquests  of  the  allies  in  Portugal  :  and  by 
vay  of  answer  to  this  pacific  proposition,  tlie 
English  government,  in  its  note  ol  the  '25th 
June,  demands,  by  n:.me,  Ceylon,  Isialta, 
Marlinico,  and,  still  further,  Tobago,  De- 
merarv,  Essoquibo,  snd  Eerbice  ;  that  is  to 
ssv,  that  the  proposition  made  by  France  to 
snatch  Portugal  from  the  horrors  of  a  war,  in 
which  it  has  been  involved  by  its  attachment 
to  England,  will  produce  no  other  etfect  on 
the  British  government,  than  to  make  it  re- 
tract a  part  of  t  e  restitutions  to  which  it  had 
consented.  The  conquest  and  occupation  of 
several  provinces  of  Portugal,  will  be  the 
probable  consequence  of  a  measure  so  con- 
trary to  declared  intentions,  and  so  unla- 
vourable  to  the  success  of  th.e  negotiation. 
Can  it  be  believed  that  the  French  people 
are  reduced  to  such  a  sad  extremity  as  to  sign 
a  disgraceful  peace  .''  If,  after  eight  years  of 
war  which  has  caused  so  much  blood  to  be 
shed,  after  so  many  assurances  of  moderation, 
so  many  reciprocal  protestations,  the  French 
people  see  themselves  obliged  to  continue 
the  war,  is  it  to  be  doubted  that  it  will  find 
ill  its  constancy,  its  population,  and  its 
streijgth,  the  means  of  repairing  the  losses 
which  its  allies  and  itself  liave,  only  in  part, 
sustained  by  treasons,  by  the  consequ-.'nces 
of  the  revolution,  and  the  efforts  of  conti- 
nental nations?  The  First  Con-ul  can- 
not persuade  himself  that  the  British  go- 
vernment will  continue  to  prolong  the  cala- 
mities of  war;  or,  which  would  be  the  same 
thing,  would  propose  a  system  of  peace 
wliioh  v/ould  not  possess,  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, the  character  announced  in  the  letters 
of  Lord  Iiav\'kesbury,  which  would  not  be 
rcciprcc'ilv  just  or  honourable.  Otto. 

This  note  occasioned  the  following  reply 
from  the  En^^lish  minister  : — 

The  underbigned  principal  Secretary  of 
State,  &c.  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
thd  receipt  of  the  note  of  M.  Otto,  dated  1 4  th 
July  ;  and  he  cannot  express  the  surprise  he 
experienced  from  the  reading  of  it.  The 
fiiicere  desire  of  his  M?jesty  for  the  restora- 
tion of  peace  was  clearly  manifested  in  the 
proposition  that  he  originally  made  to  attain 
that  object ;  and  in  the  progress  or  the  nego- 
tiation he  has  been  so  far  from  increasing  his 
demands,  that,  on  the  contrary,  in  his  last 
proposition  he  has  considerably  diminished 
them.  His  Majesty  deplores  that,  in  the  an- 
swer which  has  been  received  from  the  French 
government,  he  does  not  discover  that  spirit 
of  moderation  which  has  constantly  infiuenced 
his  own  conduct.  In  the  memoranduin  de- 
livered by  the  undersigned  to  M.  0(to,  the 
14th  April,  his  Majesty  stated  the  conditions 
to  which  he  proposed  to  subscribe,  to  attain 
tbe  great  object  he  had  ia  vkw.    He  oil (;red 


to  restore  to  France  and  his  allies,  Pondi- 
cherry,  Chandernagor,  Ncgapatam,  Aialac- 
ca,  Amboine,  Bande,  Cochin,  the  Cape  of 
(jood  Hope,  Gorec,  Surinam,  Curacao,  St. 
Lucia,  the  Saints,  Saint  Pierre  and  Mique- 
lon,  Saint  Marcou,  and  Minorca,  provided 
that  France  would  restore  the  only  conquests 
that  she  made  from  the  allies  of  his  Majesty  : 
and  his  Majesty,  at  the  sam.e  time,  declared, 
that  in  case  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  by  the 
French  should  pieced e  the  signature  of  th« 
preliminaries,  he  should  not  coasider  him- 
self as  bound  to  adhere  to  these  conditions  in 
all  their  extent.  On  the  1st  of  June,  a  pro- 
position was  made  by  the  P'rench  govern- 
ment, that  the  negotiation  should  assume  a 
more  official  characier;  and  in  conformity  to 
that  wish,  the  undersigned  transmit ttd  to  I'.f, 
Ollo  the  note  of  the  (.>th  June.  Although  a 
very  important  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
sicjation  of  this  country;  although  a  reason- 
able hope  was  entertained  of  a  speedy  and 
friendly  arrangement  vv-ith  the  powers  of  iha 
north;  although  the  success  of  the  Biitish 
arms  in  Egypt  was  then  sufi-icient  to  justify  an 
increase  of  requisitions ;  his  iMajesty  still  re- 
fers to  his  first  memorandum  of  the  I4-tla 
April,  respecting  the  terms  on  which  he  was 
disposed  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  pe.xe.  Thet 
success  of  the  troops  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
have  since  been  represented  by  the  French 
government  as  giving  a  right  to  demand  addi- 
tional restitutions  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty. 
The  situation  of  Portugal  had  already  been 
taken  into  consideration  by  his  Majesty  ia 
the  propositions  v>'hich  he  had  made  14th 
April.  The  change  which  some  successes 
in  that  quarter  might  produce,  cannot,  in 
any  degree,  be  compared  to  the  advantages 
which  have  accrued  to  this  country  by  the 
events  already  mentioned.  His  Majcitr 
would  then  have  been  fully  justified  in  ad- 
hering at  least  to  his  first  propositions,  but, 
from  his  invariable  solicitude  for  the  interest 
of  his  allies,  and  his  sincere  desire  to  facili- 
tate the  attainment  of  peace,  the  undersigned 
was  authorized,  in  the  the  note  of  the  L'5th 
June,  to  offer,  in  addiiion  to  the  restitutions 
which  had  been  already  proposed,  the  im- 
portant island  of  Trinidad,  and  also  the 
eventual  assurance  of  the  stan:s  mite  belhait 
for  Spain,  as  a  consideration  for  the  .status 
ante  bcllum  for  Portugal.  The  French  go- 
vernment has  distinctly  admitted,  in  the  nota 
presented  by  M.  Otto'lSth  June,  that  which 
could  not,  indeed,  be  contested,  that  lus 
Majesty  was  justified  in  retaining  fiom  his 
own  conquests  a  compeasation  fcr  t'le  im- 
portant acquisitions  of  territory  ti.at  Franc* 
has  made  on  the  ccnlinent.  If  the  vA\i@ 
and  extent  of  these  acquisitions  are  fairly 
estimated,  and  if  it  is  considered  that  France 
*  N2 
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has  availed  hcrielf  of  her  recesses  tn  retain 
Nice,  ^avoy,  (he  whole  of  the  A'.'striaii  low 
counli-ics,  and  (he  coun(rics  to  tlic  Icli  of  lr,c 
Rhine ;  if  it  is  also  considered  svlizX  a  l.ir,;e 
proporlion  of  his"  conqucsls  Ids  ?\h)j  ■  .ly  has 
proposed  10  restC're  to  France  and  iier  ahxs, 
the  jusiice  and  moderation  of  his  Majesty 
must  appear  evident  to  all  the  world,  whe- 
tiicr  the  possessions  which  he  proposes  to  re- 
tain be  considered  relatively  to  the  s;!ecess  ol 
-his  arms,  or,  which  is  still  more  important, 
in  a  state  of  comparison  v.-ith  the  e.U;-nvjnted 
influence  and  power  of  France.  In  eontor- 
mity  to  these  sentiments,  his  Aiajvrsty  iias 
fixed  on  tl\e  terms  on  which  he  coi.c-jve 
that  a  just  and  honourable  peace  may  be  con- 
cluded. It  is  to  these  terms  that  his  Majesly 
would  still  adhere,  notvvdthslanding  events 
hig'dy  favourable  to  the  interest  ot  ( JreaS 
Britain  have  taken  place  since  tlie  last  com- 
munication  with    (iie    French   crovernrnent. 


First  Consul  was  afflicted  at  the  retrograde 
ehnrscter  whicii  (he  negotiation  had  assumed  : 
but  as  Lord  Ilaukesbury  contested  (hat  opi- 
!i;3nin  his  note'JOth  July, the  undersigned  pro 
eec.'s  to  recapitulale  the  state  of  the  question 
'.villi  (lie  frankness  arid  precision  which  such 
important  atrairs  deseiA'c.  The  question  is 
divided  iiVio  three  points: — The  Mediterra- 
nean, India,  aTid  America.  Egypt  shall  be 
r-.'Sicred  to  the  Pirte.  '1  he  Rcjublie  of  the 
Seven  Isiar.ds  liiall  be  r.cknow!e<iged.  All 
the  ports  of  the  i\(hiatic  and  (he  Mediterra- 
nean which  liave  been  occupied  b}-  French 
troops  shall  be  restored  to  (he  King  of  Naples 
,nd  the  Pope,  ivlahon  sr/all  be  gi\  tn  back 
lo  Spain.  Malta  shall  be  restored  to  lh« 
();(Lr;  and  if  the  King  of  England  thinks  it 
coniormabiy  to  his  interests  as  a  preponder- 
ating power  on  the  seas,  to  lazethe  fortifica- 
tions, th;sclai.ise  shall  be  admitted.  In  India 
Kni^Lnd.  shall  keep  Ceylon.     The  other  esta- 


His  Majesty  then  has  a  riglit  to  demand  t'-at  |  Idishments  shrdl  be  restored  to  the  allies,  com- 

the   French    government   would    be  equally  .    ^      ,    .. 

explicit.  The  undersigned  is,  in  conse- 
quence, authorized  to  demand,  that  tr.e 
Freneii  government  will  distinctly  slate  to 
what  part  of  the  propositions  of  his  Majesty 
its  objections  apply,  and  that  it  will  eoumiu- 
nicate,  witli  the  same  frankness  v,  fich  has 
marked  the  conduct  of  Ids  Majesty,  the  con-  j  f 
ditions  which,  after  a  general  con3id'.n\.Lion  of  {  \ 
the  circumstances  just  menlioned,  it  may 
judge  proper  to  conduct;  the  negoiiauons  lo  a 
prompt  and  happy  conclusion. 

This  comniunicatiou  increased  tlie  em- 
barrassments of  the  negotiation  ;  and  there 
■was  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  with  tliese  re- 
ciprocal recrlmir.ations,  the  business  would 
terminate  without  coming  to  a  right  under- 
standing. The  Fi/st  Consul,  therefore,,  ap- 
plied himself  to  give  a  new  £h.a];e  to  the 
terms  of  the  proposition ;  and  Citizen  Otto 
transmitted,  by  his  order,  an  cxpLanatory  and 
categorical  note,  in  which  he  clearly  an- 
nounced the  conditions  on  v»diich  tlie  First 
Consul  was  ready  to  sign  the  prciiniiri..r\'  ar- 
ticles of  peace. 

4M  lIuri;::Jor,  Art  D. 
The  undersigned  has  communicated  to  his 
government  the  note  of  Lord  Flavkesbury, 
dated  20th  July,  and  is  directed  to  make  the 
following  answer  : — The  French  government 
is  forgetful  of  nothing  that  may  lead  to  a  ge- 
neral peace;  because  it  is  at  the  same  lime 
the  interest  cf  humanity  and  the  aUies.  It  is 
for  the  King  of  England  to  calculate  if  it  is 
equally  for  the  interest  of  Iiis  politics,  his 
commerce,  and  his  nation.  If  that  should 
be  tie  case,  a  remcte  island  more  or  less  can- 
v.rst  be  a  suilicient  reason  for  prolonging  the 
distress  of  the  vvorld,  Tiie  imdersigned  has 
•l^ciared,  la  hi*  l*st  note,    hcv/   much  the 


prehending  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  In 
America  every  thing  shall  be  restored  to  its 
ancient  possessors.  Portugal  shall  be  preserved 
in  all  its  integritv.  Such  are  the  conditions 
which  file  Irench  goverriment  are  ready  to 
sign.  Tiie  advantages  that  the  British  go- 
vernmCiil  \v\\\  obtain  are  imimense ;  and  to 
re  tend  to  greater,  is  not  to  demonstrate  a 
:ish  for  a  [-er.ce  leciprocally  just  and  ho- 
nourable. Mariin'co,  not  having  been  con- 
quered bv  the  Eriiish  arms,  but  given  up  bj 
the  inhabitants  into  the  hands  of  the  Enghsh 
till  F'rance  should  possess  a  government,  can- 
not be  considered  as  an  English  possession^ 
France  viili  never  renounce  her  right  to  it. 
Koihing  now  remains  for  the  British  cabinet 
but  to  manifest  the  }'art  it  will  take  ;  and  if 
these  co!idi*ion3  cannot  satisfy  it,  it  will  be 
p.ro'.ed  in  the  face  of  the  world,  that  the 
First  Consul  has  neglected  nothing,  and  that 
he  has  evinced  hi«  disposition  to  make  everr 
kind  of  sacrifice  to  rc-est«bhsh  the  peace,  and 
to  si^are  to  ht.niariity  the  tears  and  blood 
v.'hich  will  be  the  inevitcbls  consequences  of 
a  new  c:Hn;;;ii?n.  Otto. 

The  First  L  ousul  consented,  wdth  extreme 
regret,  tliat  the  English  should  keep  Ce}  Ion  ; 
nor  did  he  dissemble  the  importance  of  tlic 
sacrifice ;  but  he  was  convinced  of  its  neces- 
sity; and  he  did  not  doul't  that  Balavia  itself, 
deprived  by  treason  of  its  finest  colonics, 
and  despoiled  of  all  its  commerce,  was  anxi- 
ous, even  at  this  price,  to  be  restored  to  that 
state  of  safety  w  hich  peace  alone  could  ob- 
tain. But,  by  not  insisting  on  the  restitu- 
tion of  an  establishment  wliich  rendered 
England  absolute  mistress  af  India,  (he  First 
Cor.sul  ov/ed  it  to  his  allies ,  and  to  himself,  as 
chief  of  the  French  governmsnt,  to  cla  m 
the  entire  rcstitutiou  of  ail  the  other  isiandt 
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and  colonic?,  \vhjch  the  fate  of  war,  and  stil! 
•ftcner  treachery,  had  piaced  in  the  power  of 
the  Engli'ih.  It  was  essential  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  paeiiicaiion  which  so  much  pains 
were  employing  to  estabUsh  that  England 
should  have  its  power  extended  and  strength- 
ened in 'Asia  and  America  ;  but  it  could  iiv't 
be  permitted  that  she  should  extend  he 
commercial  monopoly  and  niaritime  donii 
nion  over  the  Mediterranean,  v.-hich,  fron; 
tlie  coj:dilion  of  the  shores  which  surroujul  it, 
should  not  be  suffered  to  aci;ncwledge  such  an 
inlluence.  Lord  Piawkesbury  sent  the  fol- 
lowing official  answer  :— 

5ih  August,  ]SOI. 
The  under^^i^ned  principal  minister  oi  his 
Ik-Tajestv  for  Foreign  Atiairs,  has  laid  betore 
his  Majesty  the  note  pi-esented  by  Citizen 
Otto  the  2.jlh  of  last  month.  Mis  Majesty 
had  every  right  to  expect,  that  the  inireserved 
and  moderate  propositions  to  v/hieh  he  vs'as 
disposed  to  accede  for  the  re- establishment 
of  peace  would  have  been  favourably  re- 
ceived by  the  French  government,  or  at 
least  in  the  plan  of  pacificstion  which  was 
offered,  there  would  have  been  no  eisential 
liifference.  This  expectation  was  encouraged 
by  the  repeated  declaraticas  made  on  its  part 
of  its  disposition  to  enter  iato  En  equitable 
srrangemcnt,  and  by  its  admission  of  tfte 
principle  on  winch  the  propot-iiic  j-.s  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  v/as  founded.  Li  ti;e  aj.;- 
phcation  of  this  principle  his  Mniestv  was  not 
determined  by  views  of  ambition  and  apgran- 
«iizemcnt,  but  by  proposing  to  keep  no  more 
than  a  moderate  portion  of  his  vast  acquisi- 
tions, he  has  been  influenced  by  the  desire 
of  giving  additional  security  io  his  ancient 
possessions.  In  no  part  of  the  negotiation 
has  his  Majesty  framed  new  pretensions,  and 
the  assertion  of  M.  Otto  to  that  effect  in  his 
last  note  is  wholly  destitute  of  proof.  His 
Majesty  is  convipxed  that  no  reasonable  ob- 
jection can  be  made  by  the  French  govern- 
ment to  the  substance  of  tlie  conditions  winch 
be  has  proposed.  He  had,  tberefore,  a  right 
to  expect  Inat  every  p,ropositicn  that  might 
spring  from  it  should  be  conformable  to  those 
principles  which  had  been  acknowledp-ed  as 
those  were,  which  appear  in  his  last  com- 
munication. The  assertion  advanced  in  the 
note  of  M.  Otto  that  Martinico  had  not  been 
acquired  by  the  arms  of  his  Majesty,  but 
placed  under  his  protection  by  the  in!  abi- 
tants,  is  clearly  erroneous.  The  terms  of  the 
capitulation  will  demonstrate  that  the  acqui- 
sition ol  this  important  colony  can  be  alone 
attributed  to  the  efforts  of  the  tioops  employed 
in  tliat  expedition.  The  French  government 
has  acknowledged  that  the  acquisition  of  an 
island  more  or  less,  cannot  be  of  sufficient 
fcnportance  to  determjfts  the  fate  of  a  eego- 


tialion  on  which  those  interests  wl  ich  are  the 
dearest  to  humanity  depend.  1  he  uidcr- 
signed  flatters  himself  that  the  Ircnch  jo- 
veinn>ent  will  be  guided  by  ti-.e  same  princi- 
ples, and  that  the  success  of  the  negotiation 
will  not  be  frustrated  by  a  demand,  on  its 
I  art,  of  restitutions  whicii  the  relative  siiua- 
lions  of  the  belligerent  powers  would  not  al- 
icnv,  and  v.diich  ils  own  example  in  regard  to 
lis  conquests  does  not  give  it  any  right  to  ex- 
pect, and  which  his  idajestv  does  not  consi- 
der as  to  accord  with  these  principles  oa. 
v.'hich  alone  an  honourable  and  permianent 
peace  can  be  concluded.  In  this  view  his 
Majesty  is  disposed  to  give  a  new  proof  of 
his  mcderation  c.nd  sentiments;  i"nd  he  does 
not  make  any  difficulty  in  declaring,  tl.at  if 
the  Frejicir  government  will  admit  of  a  rea- 
sonable arrangement,  relative  to  the  East  In^ 
dies,  in  coniormiity  to  the  principle  which 
has  been  acknowledged  as  tiie  true  basis  of 
the  negotiations,  his  Majesty  is  ready  to  en- 
ter into  further  explanations  relative  to  ths 
iik'nd  of  Malta,  and  desires  seriemsly  to  con- 
cert the  micans  to  form  an  arrangement  which 
v.'iil  render  it  independent  both  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France.  Hawkesbuf,\. 

This  note  could  not  be  considered  as  an- 
sv/ering  the  just  expectations  of  the  French 
government;  but  as  the  British  governm.ent 
manifested  a  di:position  to  er.ter  upon  the 
important  subject  of  Malta,  the  Fii-st  Consul 
felt  infinite  satisfaction  at  this  first  appearanc® 
of  an  acccmmodating  intention.  Citizen 
OtiO  v.as  directed  to  transmit  the  follow lijg 
note  : — 

'lOlli  Therniidor,  An  9. 

Th.c  uudcro'gned  did  not  delay  a  nioment 
io  communicate  to  his  government  the  note 
of  Lord  Ilawkcsbury,  dated  the  5lh  August. 
It  is  with  tl;e  sincerest  satisfaction  that  the 
First  Con  id  perceives  in  the  last  commiuni- 
cation  of  the  British  government,  that  the  ne- 
gotiation begiu'^,  on  its  part,  io  assume  a  cha- 
racter calculated  to  inspire  confidence,  and  io 
afford  tlic  prospect  of  a  termination  to  those 
evils,  which  are  the  inevitable  consequences 
of  a  war  of  so  long  duration.  The  re-esta- 
blishment of  th.e  respective  positions  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  Anierican  seas,  were 
the  points  on  which  there  has  not  yet  been  a 
clear  understanding.  But  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty having  consented  that  the  island  of 
Maha  and  its  dependencies  should  be  piaced 
in  such  a  position  as  to  belong  neither  to 
France  or  to  England,  the  sole  obstacle  isre- 
m.oved  which  the  arri.ngements  respecting 
the  Mediterranean  still  continued  lo  offer. 
And  as  to  America,  his  Majesty  having  de- 
clared that  he  is  not  influenced  by  anv  view  of 
ambition  and  aggrandisement ;  and  that  he 
wijics  for  aii  arrangement  conforn;abic  to  \l\c 
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basis  already  admitted,  that  is,  siicli  as  may 
lead  to  a  peace,  reciprocally  just  and  lionoiir- 
ablc ; — that  he  does  not  propose  to  keep  but 
a  moderate  part  of  his  vast  acquisitions,  and 
Avitb  no  other  view  but  to  add  to  the  security 
ot  his  ancient  possessions ;  it  is  impossible 
J5of  to  remark,  that  (he  ancient  possessioPiS 
of  his  Majesty  in  America  have  their  central 
point  in  Jamaica,  an  extensive  and  opulent 
colony,  strong  from  its  position,  hut  render- 
ed impregnable  by  the  accumulated  works 
w'h  cii  render  it  superior  to  ail  attack  :  conse- 
quently, the  ancient  possessions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty in  America  cio  not  rcvquire  to  be  aug- 
mented in  order  to  iiicir  consolidation,  or  to 
assure  their  means  of  defence.  It  is  there- 
fore reasonable  to  believe,  that  his  Majesty 
v'ill  himself  perceive,  that  to  keep  any  of  his 
new  acquisitions  in  America,  would  be  to 
assert,  in  the  West  Indies,  the  same  absolute 
power  which  he  already  exercises  in  the  Ea:a. 
IVevertheless  the  French  government  will 
not  swerve  from  the  dispositions  (hat  it  has 
manifested;  and  it  will  not  put  the  peace  of 
the  world  in  balance  with  the  possession  of 
an  island,  wliich  being  but  of  secondary  con- 
sequence to  Franco  and  its  allies,  and  havincr 
been  conquered  by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  would  be  readily  acknowledged  to 
be  necessary  to  the  security  of  his  ancient 
possessions.  The  undersigned  is  persuaded 
that  these  explanations  cannot  fail  to  appear 
to  tlie  British  government,  as  smoothing  the 
way  towards  a  conciliation  ;  a;id  it  becomes 
him  to  add,  that  his  government  encourage 
the  hope  that  they  will  produce  the  happiest 
eftects  for  the  re-establishment  of  peace. 

Otto. 

This  note  indicated,  as  the  grand  point  on 
which  it  was  necessary  to  agree,  that  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  for  Malta,  that  it 
might  not  remain  in  the  hands  either  of 
France  or  I^ngland. — Lord  Mawkesbury  re- 
pUed  by  the  following  note  : 

lUh  August,    1801. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge tlie  receipt  of  the  note  of  M. 
Otto  of  the  1 1th  instant. — Although  it  is  im- 
possible to  accord  with  certain  observations 
contained  in  this  note,  he  has  experienced 
great  satistaclion  oa  the  prospect  it  offers  of 
a  favourable  conclusion  (o  the  negotiation. 
The  arrangements  in  (he  West  Indies  appear 
to  be  an  essential  obstacle  to  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  betu'cen  the  two  nations.  VV'ith 
the  view  of  a'^suming  his  possessions  in  Ame- 
rica, and  of  balancing  the  power  of  France 
and  its  allies  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  his  Ma- 
jesty has  proposed  the  liberal  and  just  ar- 
rangement contained  in  his  preceding  com- 
munications, li  the  possession  of  Martinico 
by   his    Majesty  appears  jieveitiieless  to  be 


considered  bv  the  French  govcrnmeiil  as  an 
insurmountable  obstacle  to  (he  return  of 
peace,  i  is  Majesty  may  be  induced  to  re- 
nounce his  jUst  pretension  in  this  respect,  on 
condition  that  (he  French  government  will 
consent  to  ti;e  following  alternative  : — In  the 
firsl  place,  that  his  Majesty  may  keep  in  the 
West  Indies,  the  islands  of  Trinidad  and  To- 
bago; and  in  this  case,  Demerara,  Essequi- 
bo,  and  Berhice,  shall  be  free  ports.  2div, 
That  his  Majesty  shall  retain  possession  of 
St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  Demerara,  Essequibo, 
and  Berbice. — The  undersigned  will  not  suf- 
fer himself  to  imagine  that,  after  the  con- 
cessions made  by  his  Majesty,  and  the  mode- 
ration that  he  has  displayed  in  the  course  of 
(he  negoi'ialion,  the  French  government  will 
raise  any  dirliculty,  but  that  it  immediately 
authorise  M.  Otto  to  consent  to  one  or  other 
ot  the  above  propositions.  • 

Hawkesbury. 
In  (his  note  Lord  Hawkesbury  took  no  no- 
tice of  Malta;  but  in  his  private  conversa- 
tions v>'!th  Citi?.en  Otto,  he  agreed  that  It 
sliould  be  restored  to  the  Order  of  St.  John. 
iiesides,  as  has  been  just  seen,  he  desisted 
from  the  idand  of  Martinico,  on  an  alterna- 
tive condition,  which  very  much  embarrassed 
the  French  government.  If  it  had  abandon- 
ed Trinidad,  it  woidd  have  occasioned  a  very 
considerable  loss  (o  Sjiain ;  but  if,  to  save 
(hat  island,  \i  had  sacrlliced  Demerary,  Esse- 
quibo, and  Berbice,  it  v/ould  have  been 
making  Holland  bear  the  v\'hole  weight  of  the 
sacrifices  exacted  for  the  peace ;  it  would 
have  been  t!:ro\ving  into  the  hands  of  Eng- 
land the  whole  commerce  of  the  American 
continent :  and  striking  at  the  power,  as  well 
as  at  the  commerce  of  Sp)ain,  a  blow  which 
she  woidd  feel  more  sensibly  than  even  the 
loss  of  Trinidad.  The  First  Consul,  not- 
withstanding the  immoveable  basis  which  had 
been  so  long  established  in  France,  that  (he 
peace  ought  not  to  cost  the  republic  any  p-ar- 
licular  sacrifice,  would  have  preierred  (he 
abandonment  of  Tobago  :  but  England  would 
not  be  contented  with  that  island  ;  and  it  was 
in  vain  that  Citizen  Otto  proposed  even  to 
add  C'uracao.  In  preportion  as  the  negotia- 
tions approached  towards  their  termination, 
difficuUies  multi[>hcd ;  and  the  long  confer- 
ence of  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  on 
20th  Fructidor  (the  substance  of  which  was 
reduced  into  writing)  was  not  sufficient  to 
remove  every  obstacle.  It  may  be  of  use  to 
relate  it  at  large. 

A  uritten  Account  of  a  Conference  held  lOth 
Fructidor  (llh  September)  between  his  llx- 
cellenvi/  Lord  Jlaivkeshiuy,  Minister  and 
Secretary  of  State  to  his  Britannic  Majesty 
for  the  DepurUnaU  of  Foreign  AJ'airs,  and 
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Citizen  Otfo^    PlenipotcjT.ian/  of  the  Fij\'il  \ 
Ccnsul  of  tilt  French  iu-j^nhtic.  | 

l"hc  French  plcLiipo'centiary  having  com-  \ 
municpetcd  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  the  j  rrft  of' 
a  preliminary  treaty  which  had  been  smt  to 
him  by  his  government,  and  the  English  mi- 
nister of  state  having  taken  the  advice  of  his 
JMajesty's  council  on  the  subject,  the  discus- 
sion  v.-as  opened  between  the  two  plenii>o- 
tentiaries,  who  agreed  to  proceed,  article  by 
article,  on  the  said  projet,  and   to  set  down 
in  writing  such  observations  as  should  arise  in 
the  consideration  of  it.     The  preamble  being 
entirely  conformable  to  the  wish  of  his  Kri- 
tannic  Majesty,  Lord  Hawkesbnry  observed, 
that,  in  one  of  the  copies  of  the  treaty,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  put  the  name  of  his 
Britannic    Majesty  before  that  of  the  First 
Consul  of  the  French  Republic;  which,  be- 
ing conformable  to  generallv  received   cus- 
toms, was  consented  to  immediately  by  Ci- 
tizen Otto.     The  articles  relative  to  restitu- 
tions and  compensations  were  afterwards  the 
subject  of  a  long  discussion.     The   French 
plenipotentiary  insisted  on  the   enumeration 
of  the  conquests  which   the   British  govern- 
ment had  engaged  itself  to  restore,  oinitting 
those  of  them  which,  by  the  eventual  defini- 
tive  treat V,    were  understood  to  rem.FJii  to 
Cireat  Britain.     He  observed,  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  French  government   to 
dispose  of  any  colony  belonging  to  its  allies: 
that  it  had  already  gone  very  tar  in  not  insist- 
ing on  the  restitution  of  all  the  colonies,  and 
iii  promising  that  it  would  not  oppose  anv  ar- 
rangement  by   vvhich  his  Britannic   Majestv 
may  obtain  such  or  such  possession  in  any  fu- 
ture congress.     This  reasoning  was  stronolv 
combated  bv  Lord  Hawkesbury,  because,  in 
procuring  for  the  allies  of  France  the  restitu- 
tion of  a  great  number  of  colonies,  vvljch  it 
v.'ould  be  impossible  for  them   to  re-obtain 
without  such  aid,  it  appeared  to  him  tl'at  the 
First  Consul  ought  to  stipulate  also  the  degree 
of  compensation  for  such  an  advantage.     It 
was  answered,  that  the  French  government 
alone  could  judge  of  the  extent   of  its  rights 
and  obligations  to  its  allies;    that,   for  exam- 
ple, having  agreed  with  them  to  demand  their 
reintegration,  and  not  to  dispose  of  any  of 
their  colonics  without  their  consent,  it  could 
not,  under  any  pretext,  violate  that  engage- 
ment, in  giving  up  any  one  of  their  posses- 
sions by   the  prehminarv    treaty.     Without 
den\  ing  this  conclusion,  Lord    Hawkesbury 
observed,    that  any  engagements  of  France 
with  her  allies  could  not  be  binding  on  the 
English  government ;    and    that,    if    France 
was  not  authorized  to  stipulate  completely  in 
the  name  of  her  allies,  it  must    necessarily 
follow,  either   that   she   had   special  powers 
from  eaclj  of  the  allied   parties,  or  that  the 


peace  was  made  with  each  of  ihcm  separately ; 
vvhich  would  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  end 
of  an  actual  negotiation  for  a   general  peace. 
Citizen   Otto  observe_d,  that   the   compensa- 
tion v\  hich  was  dem.andcd  at  the  expence  of 
the  allies  of  France,  did  not  arise  from  any- 
right  M'hatever,  and  was  re-iUy  but  an  acces- 
sory advantage,  which  the  First  Consul  had 
consented  to  leave  to  Tireat  Britain,  merely 
for  the  love  of  peace  ;  that,  in  looking  over 
the  preliminaries  proposed,  all  impartial  men 
would  find  a  sufficient  rrstem  of  compensa- 
tion in  the  renunciation  of  Egypt,  aiid  in  the 
reintegration  oi    ail  the  allies  ot  his  Britannic 
M  jestv.     This  reintegr-.tion  alone  mig;it  be 
even  considered  as  an  equivalent  for  iiie  re- 
integration of  the  allies  of  France;  and  the 
m-ie  so,  I's  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Great 
Britain    to    do    ihem     so    much    injury   as 
the  First  Consul    can    do    to    the    allies    of 
Great  Britain,  if  the  war  should  continue. — - 
Lord   Hawkesbury  disagreed   entirely    witl* 
this  mode  of  reasoning  ;  and  observe.!,  that 
the  only  principle  on   uhicli  the   British  go- 
vernment hsd  proposed   to  enter  on  the  ne- 
gotiaiion    was,     that  his    Britannic    Majesty 
should  keep  a  part  of  his  conquests  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  immense  acquisitions  which 
France  had  obtained  on  the  continent ;  that 
(his    principle    had   been    admitted    by  the 
French  government ;  that  the  compensation 
required  ought  (o  appear  just  to  fVance,  be- 
cause the  government  was  ready  to  consent 
to    it ;    tliat  he   did  not  dispute  tlic  funda- 
mentals of  the  question,  but  the  mcd':- ;  and 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  declsre,  that  the  British 
ministiy  could  never  present  to  the  public  a 
treaty  which  did  contain  at  the  same  time 
both  restituiions  and  compensations ;  that  the 
mere  omission  of  the  objects  (o  be  presei-ved 
would  give   the  treaty  an   equivocal  sense, 
which   the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  allies  of 
France  might  turn    to   their  advantage,  by 
insisting,    thst   those  objects  had   not   been 
abandoned,  but  referred  only  to  an  ulterior 
discussion ;    that,  beside^,  such   a   mode    of 
editing  would  be  contrary  to  the  style  of  all 
known  treaties,  and  would  draw  on  the  mi- 
nister the  very  just  reproaches  of  the  English 
parliament  and  the  public. — Citizen  Otto  sa\T 
nothino-  in  this  new  objection   but  two  ob- 
stacles, very  easy  to  be  surmounted;  one  re- 
lating to  the  equivocal  sense  of  the  treaty, 
which _would  be  rendered  secure  by  a  secret 
article,  in  which  Prance  Vv'ould  point  out  no- 
minatively  those   colonies  which   she  would 
consent  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  English; 
the  other,  respecting  the  opinion  of  th.e  pub- 
lic, would  be  still  less  embarrassing,  if  tl.ey 
could  agree,  on  both  sides,  to  keep  the  pre- 
liminary articles  secret  till  the  signing  of  the 
defaiitive  treaty.     Lord  Hawkesbury  replied, 
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that  hr"  co\;ld  not  conrcire   how   (he   scrcl 
co'jIcI  be  kept  at  the  congrvsK ;  that  ;^s  scon  a^ 
thft    British  plenipotentiaries  shoiikl  require 
from  I  he  allies  of  Fiance  the  ssciiiiccs  secrei- 
ly  agreed  on,  those  allies  would   not  h'll  to 
implore  the  interference  of  Fr-raice ;  t!mt  from 
thence  ihe  pleiupotentisry  of  the  First  Consul 
would  be  obliged,  to  declare  himself  in  favour 
of  the  English  pretension?,  snd  cons^equentlv 
to    discover    the   secret    arrr.ns;cment  wliicli 
have  now  been   proposed  :  added  to   this,  it 
\VTi.s  entirely  against  the  cuslom  of  this  coun- 
try, to  hide   the   preiiminaries  of  a  pacifica- 
tion   so    important,    and    that   the    ministry 
couid  not  do  other«'ise  than  make  it  known. 
This  discussion  having  been  considerably  pro- 
longed without  any  succe-s  on  either  side,  tlic 
two  plenipotentiaries  agreed  to  postpone  the 
continuation  of  ii  to  a  future  (ime,  and  to  conti- 
nue to   debr.le    on    tlie    subsequent  articles. 
Art.  iV.  wluc'i  concerned  the  restitution  and 
the  freedoxii  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was 
agreed  to,  wiin  some  observations  on  the  form 
of  wording   it.      Article  ^'1.   respected    (lie 
island  of  Maira.     This  liad   not  aj^ieared  (o 
Lord    JIa%vke-burv-  sumciently  explicit,  as  ii 
did  not  conuan  tlie  express  condi(.ion  under 
whicil   his  Majesty    had    determined    <o    re- 
rcir.ce    the   island   of  Malta,  viz,    ihat   thf 
Ord.rsnd   the   Isle  should   be   jdnced  under 
the  guarantee  of  another  power;  f.nd  he  read 
to  Citizen  Otto  the  article  of  (he  co^'.nter-rjro- 
jet  of  the    British    government,    by    v;hirl^ 
jRus-ia  should  he  invited  'to  i;.-ke  part  in  the 
arran.gemenls   vrhich  concerned    I\Iaila,  and 
even    to   send    and   gsrrison  the   island,    in 
quality  of   protec-or    of    th-c   Order  of   St. 
John.     Ci:izen  Otto  ansv.-ered,  th:'t  the  first 
Con.std  did  not  refuse  to  admi'  R  ri.^sia   to  be 
guarantee,  but  that,  intheaiiicie  propo-icd,  i' 
there  were  several  clauses  wldch  \^ouId  pio-  | 
duee  delays,  and  retard,  not  onlv   the  con-  j 
cl-.sion  of  the  definitive  tr,  aiy,  but  e\-cn  its  ' 
execution,  in  what  related  to    the  time  that  I 
would  there  be  stipulated  for  the  evacuations : 
besides,  the  Order  of  Malta  appeared  to  exist 
in   Russia;    that,  conseep;ently,  it  would  be 
useless  to  burden   his  Imperial   Majestv  with 
a  protecl'cn  which  he  had   already  foVmallv 
avowed.      Lord    Hawkeiburv    thought,    for 
Lis  part,  tV;at  a  schism  existed  in  tiie  Order 
of  Si.  Jo^.n  :  and  that  it  was  important  to  de- 
termine, clearly,  where  and  what  this  Order 
M'as,  to  prevent  discussions  which  might  take 
pk-.ce  afler  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  :  that, 
besides  t:iis.,  his  Majesty  made  too  great  a  sa- 
crifice- in  renouncing  Malta,  not  to  take  every 
preeai.tion  in  his  power  to  jrevent  that  im- 
portant possession    from   coming  eventua'ly 
under  t-.e  French  government;  that  the  pro- 
po  ill  )n  made  tended  todo  away  every  motive 
oi  jC  Jou'-y  on  t];e  subject,  in  leaving  t'le  isle 


under  the  prr-tc-'-nn  of  a  ffrong  third  govern- 
ment.     Oilizrn  Oito  repiiv'd,  that   if  his  go- 
vernment consented  (o  this   expedient,  and 
to  the  delay  which  would  thence  result   for 
ih.c  evacuation  of  Malta  by  th^e  English  troops, 
it  vrould  be  confoririuble  to  the  rules  of  reci- 
procity that  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  tha 
ItaiiaPi  states  should  not  be  evacuated  by  the 
French  till  the  moment  that  Malta  should  be 
so  by  the  English,     li  such  an  arrangement 
should  be  agreed  upon  (rep/iied  Lord  Hav/kes- 
bury),  it  v;ould   be  but  justice  to  limit  the 
number  of  French  troops  in    the   south  of 
Italy,  and  to  proportion  them  to  the  number 
]  of  English  troops  in  garrison  at  MaUa.     This 
precaution  appeared  to  Citizen  Otto  to  be 
misplaced,  as   it  was   quite  an  impossibility 
,  that  the  French  government  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  those  delays  io  exercise  hostinlies 
against  hlalta.     Vv'ithout  any  thing  being  de- 
cided on    the   mode  of     the    evacuation    of 
Mslta,   the  plenirotentiarics   agreed    to  wait 
,  the  First  Consuks  answer  on  the  subject,  and 
I  tlicn  to   rciievv   the  discission.     7\rticleVIL 
relating  to  Egypt,  v^'as  adopted,  with  some 
observations  on  the  vroixling,  which  v.ould 
appear  in  the  counter-projet.     LordHav.kcs- 
bury  remarked,  tiat  it  would   he  |)roper  to 
suh:  (ikile  to  the  title  of  Grand-  i'iiOior,  that  of 
'-><{hli>ne  J''<:rfc,  as  in-.-ie  crnformable   to   the 
et-qiittte  of  courts.     Article  VIIL  \vhich  sti- 
pi  !a;cd  ihc  iniegiify  of  tl;e  kingdom   of  ?or- 
Migal,    did    not    appear    si^iiicient    to    Lord 
n';:wkesh'Urv  :  he  proposed  to  substitute,  ior 
tijC  v^•ord  kni^dai/!,  the  "\^"ords    iirriiory  cmd 
possi;^siiin.i  of  his' Most  Fair!if!;l  Majef;ly.    This 
expression  miglit  weaken  the  arrangements 
made  at  Badajoz  between  France  and  Portii- 
gal,respecfi]-!g  the  limits  of  Guiana  ;  and  Citi- 
zen Otto  refused  to  consent  to  the  alteration. 
A'licle  IX.  was  agreed  to  by  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  in,  substance:  he  only  required  that  the 
Italian   states    should    be    evacuated   by  liie 
French,  at  the  same  time  that   Porto  Ferrajo 
shculd  be  so  by  the  English.     Citizen  Otto 
replied,  that  he  was  authorized  to  accept  of 
tills  proposition,  on  condition  of  the  under- 
mentioned reser\'e,  that   Lower  Italy  should 
not  be   evacuated   by  the  French   until  the 
moinent  of  ,the  evacu  ition  of  Malta  by  the 
English.     Article  X.  respecting  the  titnes  of 
the  respective  evacuations,  was  adopted  vcr- 
batitn  by  IjOrd  Hav.  kesburv,  and  ir.serted  in 
the  counter-projet  of  his  court.     Article  XL 
relative   to  the  sending  home  of  prisoners, 
gave  occasion  to  serious  discussions  respecting 
a  clause  extracted  from  the  preliminaries  of 
16S3,  wlrich  Lord   Ilawkesbury  wished   to 
add  to  the  article   proposed  by  the   French 
government,  and  by  which  the  two  govern- 
ments engaged  to  reiniburse  each  other  rc- 
Sj-'ectivelv   ior   the   advances  made   for  th« 
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support  of  the  prisoners  of  their  respective 
nations.  Citizen  Otto  protested  against  this 
clause,  as  much  too  burthensomc^upon  the 
Erencli  government,  which,  after  having 
supported,  at  its  own  expcnce,  during  the 
whole  war,  the  prisoners  taken  from  the 
powers  allied  with  England,  would  also  have 
to  pay  for  the  support  of  its  own  prisoners. 
He  observed,  that  the  article  proposed  by 
France  was  entirely  conformable  to  that  o'f 
the  treaty  of  Luneville  ;  and  in  this  respect 
h.-  thought  lie  ought  to  insist  on  a  sort  of  re- 
ciprocity, founded  on  natural  equity;  and 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  vohmiinous  cor- 
lespondence  which  had  been  published  con- 
cerning the  maintenance  of  the  prisoners, 
sufliciently  proved  that  the  law  of  nations  did 
not  at  all  justify  this  precaution  of  the  Eng- 
lish government,  as,  in  his  official  lettei^, 
which  were  often  very  severe.  Air,  Dundas 
relied  only  on  an  arrangement  made  with  the 
Directory  of  the  French  Republic,  and  on 
its  convenience;  that  the  example  of  the  last 
war,  in  which  the  number  of  prisoners  was 
nearly  equal  on  both  sides,  and  in  which 
France  had  not  to  maintain  from  sixty  to 
eighty  thousand  prisoners  belonging  to  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain  on  the  continent,  could 
not  be  cited  on  this  occasion  ;  and  that  it 
would  be  so  much  the  more  painful  for  France 
to  inake  a  similar  sacrifice,  as,  since  the  sus- 
pension of  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
Directory,  the  greater  part  of  the  political 
writers  of  that  country  had  published  the 
strongest  invectives  upon  the  pretended  in- 
difference of  the  French  government  to- 
wards the  prisoners  of  their  nation  ;  and  that 
even  the  official  leiters  which  Citizen  Otto 
had  answered  at  that  lime,  contained  very 
serious  inculpations  on  that  subject :  in  fine, 
it  would  be  sovereignly  unjust  to  cause,  at 
this  day,  the  funds  which  Mr.  Dundas  had 
represented  as  a  irenerous  sacrijice  mach  to  liu- 
inai/iij/,  to  pass  for  a  simple  advance,  but 
which  was  really  nothing  more  than  a  com- 
pensation for  the  expence  incurred  in  France, 
for  the  support  of  the  English,  Russian,  Ba- 
varian, Sw.ss,  and  other  prisoners  of  the  fo- 
reign iroopsin  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.— 
Ford  Hawkesbury  observed,  that  what  had 
taken  place  with  respect  to  Russian,  Austrian, 
and  other  prisoners,  could  not  be  admissible 
m  this  negotiation  ;  that  the  article  proposed 
by  him  was  conformable  to  the  treaty  of  1783 
and  to  that  of  l7f-8.  Article  XII.  was  adopt- 
ed by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  without  anv  modi- 
fication ;  and  transcribed  in  the  counler-pro- 
jet  of  the^  British  government.  Articles 
XIII.  and  XIV.  contained  some  documents 
relative  to  particular  transactions,  and  to  the 
civil  law.  Lord  Hawkesbury  had  pre-in- 
formed  Citizen  OttOj  that  tlic'.c  articles  had 
Vol,  hi. 


been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
High  Ohancelior  of  the  Crown,  who  gave 
his  opinion  at  the  cabinet.  Citizen  Otto  de- 
clared, that,  agreeable  to  a  dispatch  which  he 
had  just  received,  it  was  particulariv  enjoin- 
ed to  him  to  include  the  allies  of  the'rej)ublic 
in  the  dispositions  of  these  articles  under  the 
condition  of  a  just  reciprocity  for  Great  Bri- 
tain. Citizen  Otto  having  then  proposed  the 
discussion  of  the  Articles  XV.  XVI.  and 
XVII.  respecting  the  new  arranoements  to 
be  made  for  Newfoundland,  and  for  the 
fisheries  in  general,  Lord  Hawkesbury  de- 
clared, that,  seeing  the  maritime  sujieriority 
of  Great  Britain,  it  belonged  to  her,  raihJr 
than  to  France,  to  take  advantage  of  anv  ar- 
rangement which  might  be  made  on  the'sub- 
ject  of  the  fisheries;  that  nevertheless  his 
Majesty,  in  order  to  accelerate  the  progress 
of  the  negotiation,  renounced  any  advantaoe 
to  which  he  might  pretend  on  that  head,  and 
consented  to  restore  this  object  to  the  footing  it 
was  on  before  the  actual  commencement  of  the 
war  ;  that  those  objects  being  en,tirelv  foreign 
to  his  attributes,  itu'ould  be  impossible  for  hmi 
to  discuss  them  witJiout  previously  consultino- 
the  admiralty,  the  merchants  and  captains  o'f 
ships,  particularly  occupied  in  the  fisheries  ; 
that  such  a  discussion  would  take  up  much 
valuable  time,  so  necessary  to  the  re-e'stablish- 
ment  of  the  repose  of  Europe;  that,  during 
a  period  of  more  calmness,  it  would  be  easy 
to  return  to  objects  of  this  kind,  which  were 
merely  commercial,  and  really  formed  a 
part  of  the  commercial  treaty.  Citizen  Otto 
answered,  that  the  English  government  were 
not  of  this  opinion  in  1783,  because  it  had 
included  in  the  preliminaries  of  peace  the  ar- 
rangements concerning  Newfoundland  and 
the  fishery;  and  that  tlmse  arrangements 
having,  for  a  principal  object,  the  preserva- 
tion of  good  harmony  between  the  t\\'o 
powers,  it  was  in  effect  very  easy  to  insert 
them  in  the  preliminaries.  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury replied,  that  the  example  even  of  I7S", 
ought  to  do  away  at  this  time  all  discussion  of 
that  kind,  as  the  pienipotenti  ries  had  been 
employed  three  months  in  discussino-  the  ar- 
ticles which  concerned  Newfoundland  ;  and 
that,  without  doubt,  the  discu--sion  of  the 
Ijth,  Ifith,  and  17th  ai  tides,  would  now  re- 
quire still  longer  time;  that  with  respect  to 
the  disputes  which  might  take  place  respectino- 
the  fishery,  the  treaty  of  17S.'j  appeared  to 
him  t  .e  best  calculated  to  settle  them,  be- 
:  cause,  since  that  time,  no  comp'aint  iiad 
j.  ai-isen  on  the  subj  :ct,  the  fishermen  of 
!  both  nations  having  been  equally  satisfied. 
I  — After  resisting  this  conclusion  as  far  as  it 
j  concerned  the  French  fishern, en,  citizen  Otto 
i  observed,  that  there  would  be  no  inconve- 
j  nience  in  discussing  the;  iJth,  ICtli.  and  17th 
i      *  O  , 
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articles;  being  well  persuaded,  that,  after  a 
cool  deliberation,  they  would  appear  to  fulfil 
the  objeet  which  they  had  in  view;  and  that, 
farther,  he  was  most  specially  enjoined  to  in- 
sist strongly  on  the  adoption  of  those  articles, 
on  which  the  French  government  really  put 
no  value,  but  because  they  appeared  essential 
to  cement  the  peace  between  the  two  govern- 
ments; and  that,  for  this  very  reason,  he 
looked  en  the  refusal  of  the  Britisii  govern- 
ment as  an  alarming  presage  tor  the  future 
tranquillitv  of  the  fishery :  that  without  doubt 
it  would  be  easy  to  collect,  in  a  few  dajs,  the 
opinions  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  corpora- 
tions which  it  might  be  necessary  to  consult, 
Sec.  Lord  Ilawkesbury  persisted  in  his  re- 
fusal, and  supported  it  on  tlie  firm  resolution 
of  Council,  and  held  to  the  arrangements 
made  in  17  83;  and  he  required,  on  his  side, 
the  insertion  of  an  article  on  this  subject, 
conformable  to  that  which  had  been  proposed 
at  Lisle  by  Lord  Malmesbury.  Citizen  Otto 
was  not  at  all  authorised  to  admit  this  clause ; 

and  seeing  that,    for  that  lime,  there  was  no 
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possibility  of  makmg  any  progress  m  the  dis- 
cussion, he  adjourned  it  to  another  conference. 
Article  XVIII.  which  related  to  the  absolute 
freedom  of  the  fishery,  even  in  time  of  war, 
was  considered  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  as  in- 
compatible with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain, 
which,  being  the  preponderating  power  at 
sea,  as  France  was  on  the  Continent,  ought 
to  be  free,  in  time  of  war,  to  take,  witli  re- 
spect to  the  fisheries,  such  measures  as  would 
appear  most  advantageous  to  her.  It  was  to 
be  observed,  that  ;he  freedom  enjoyed  by  the 
small  fishing-craft  and  fishers  at  this  time  could 
only  be  considered  in  itself  as  an  indulgence, 
founded  on  motives  of  humanity,  and  by  no 
means  as  a  right.  Citizen  Otto  did  not  think 
that  a  preponderance  either  by  sea  or  land 
could  exclude  tho;e  arrangements  which 
tended  to  prevent  such  prejiondcrance  from 
degenerating  into  injustice  or  tyranny;  he 
thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  precisely 
the  existence  of  such  a  preponderance  that 
created  the  necessity  of  restraining  it  within 
the  bounds  of  justice  and  equity  ;  that  conse- 
quently it  would  be  honourable  to  the  go- 
vernment which  declared  its  maritime  supe- 
riority, to  establish  itself,  in  time  of  war,  the 
boundaries  of  its  activity.  Wry,  answered 
Lord  Hawkesbur\-,  unfortunately  brings  with 
it  the  right  and  the  obligation  of  doing  all  the 
injury  we  can  to  our  enemy  ;  and  it  is  ditticult 
for  a  nation  to  refuse  the  means  of  exercising 
this  right  in  all  its  extent,  as  far  as  is  recon- 
cileable  with  the  principles  of  the  unalterable 
law  of  nations;  that  even  if  the  demand  ot  the 
French  government  in  this  article  should  be 
founded  in  justice,  it  is  not  of  a  nature  to 
n^akc  a  nr.r)  cf  a  treaty  of  peace,  but  rather 


of  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  _  navigation. 
Article  XiX.  was  adopted  verbatim  by  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  with  the  exception  of  a  clausCj 
which  admitted  only  the  allies  of  the  Repub- 
lic to  the  congress.  '  It  appeared  to  hmi  to  be 
just,  and  founded  on  reciprocit)-,  that  the  ah 
"lies  of  his  Britannic  Majesl)'  should  be  equally 
admitted  if  they  should  express  a  wish  to  that 
effect.  This  observation  would  have  appear- 
ed incoRtestible  to  citizen  Otto,  if  the  alliL-s 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty  had  any  thing  to  de- 
mand, or  a  sacrifice  of  any  kind  to  make  f  roni 
the  holding  of  the  congress ;  but  the  preli- 
minary treaty  established  completely  their  re- 
integration. Besides,  France  has  treated  se- 
parakdy  with  his  most  Faithful  A:ajesty;  and 
is  also  'in  a  direct  negotiation  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte  :  it  is  then  completely  useless  to 
bring  into  the  congress  two  powers  who  have 
no  reclamation  whatever  to  make,  no  sacri- 
fice to  offer,  and  can  only  embarrass  the  ne- 
gocialions  which  it  imports  to  the  two  powers 
to  terminate  with  all  possible  promptitude. 
Lord  Hawkesbury  thought  that  probably  the 
allies,  and  above  all  the  Turks,  would  be  dis- 
posed to  place  their  interests  in  the  hands  of 
his  Majesty,  without  sending  Plenipotentiaries 
to  the  congress;  but  the  King's  Council  hav- 
ing promised  those  po^'crs  not  to  make  peace 
without  their  concurrence,  and  this  demand 
being  founded  on  an  entire  reciprocity  be- 
tween the  two  contracting  parties,  it  was 
hoped  that  the  First  Consul  would  not  oppose 
a  measure  which  would  be  limited  perhaps  to 
a  simple  invitation. 

Under  those  circumstances  the  Minister  of 
Exterior  Relations  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  citizen  Olto  : 

'2  Uh  Fruclidcr,  9tli  Year. 

Citizen,  I  answer  your  letter  of  the  2Jst 
Fructidor.  The  First  Consul  looks  on  it  as 
necessary,  either  that  you  remit  to  my  Lord 
Hawkesbury  a  note  conceived  in  the  terms  I 
am  going  to  inform  )OU  of,  or  that  at  least 
you  '\yill  cause  the  contents  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Protocol  of  your  conferences ;  taking  care 
to  establish  clearly  that  such  are  the  precise 
and  exact  sentiments  of  the  French  govern- 
ment: you  will  judge  of  any  thing  which  it 
may  be' thought  better  to  do;  in  either  case, 
licr'e  is  what  you  ought  to  explain.  The 
countcr-projet  remitted  by  Lord  Hawkesbun', 
and  the  proces-verb:dof  the  conierence  which 
has  been  held  between  him  and  }-ou,  having 
been  laid  before  the  French  government, 
have  produced  important  observations,  which 
it  is  necessary  to  communicate.  In  the  course 
of  the  negotiations,  it  has  been  established 
that  the  diicussions,  which  have  taken  place 
between  the  two  powers,  are  divided  under 
the  triple  relation  of  Mediterraneai:,  the  East 
Indies,  and  .America.     Pvclslive  (o  the  Medi- 
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fcrranean,  the  question  is  reduced  to  Egypt, 
and    to  the  positions  occupid  by  the  French 
armv  on  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples: 
besides  for  Malta  and  Mahon,  it  has  been  un- 
derstood that  all  these  countries  shall  be  re- 
stored to  the  sovereigns  who  possessed  them 
before  the  war.     The  sovereign  of  iMalta  was 
ttie  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.      This 
order,  by  its  institution,  has  been  from  time 
to  time  immemorial  under  the  protection  and 
immediate  discipline  of  th.e  Pope.     If  then 
it  was  found  that  the  order,  in  its  present  situ- 
ation, had  found  itself  given   up  to  danger- 
ous dissensions,  and  to  what  the  J'jiglish  Mi- 
nister calls  a  schism,  it  is  then  to  the  inter- 
vention and  the  intiuence   of  the  Holy  See 
that  it  would  be  most  natural  for  it  to  recur 
to  cause  them  to  cease;  when  even  the  resti- 
tution of  the  isle  of  Malta  shail  be  in  ques- 
tion, and  the  order  under  the  guarantee  of  a 
great  power,    it  cannot  be  understood   that 
this  power  v^'ill  maintain  troops  in  the  fortress 
of  Malta,  because  this  isle  is  sufficientiy  un- 
derstood to  be  in  a  situation  to  defend  itself, 
and  that  any  material  occupation  of  it  by  a 
foreign  power  would  be  an  attempt  at  the 
sovereignty  even  of  the  order..    In  other  re- 
spects, how  can  the  re-establishment  of  peace 
bet>veen  France  and   England   be   rendered 
gubordinate  to  a  condition  which  is  found  to 
depend  on  a  third  pov/cr.     Tlie  most  jM'oper 
will  be  incontestibly  to  stipulate  the  pure  and 
simple  restitution  of  the  island  of  Malta  to  the 
order  of  St.  John  without  a  guarantee,  with- 
out foreign  protection.     If  there   must  abso- 
lutely be  a  guarantee,  and  that  of  Russia  be 
adniitted,  such  guarantee  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tended with  any  military  force,  nor  any  other 
protection   than  that  which  results  from  the 
treaty  itself,  just  as  it  alwavs  took  place  in  the 
system  of  the  politics  of  Europe ;   and  if  by 
the  results  there  should  be  any  points  to  de- 
cide with  respect    to  Malta,  the   discussions 
should  be  referred  to  the  negotiations  for  the 
definitive  treaty  ;  and  then,  without  doubt,  it 
will  be  perfectly  acknou  ledged  that  the  eva- 
cuation of  Malta  by  the  English  forces  cannot 
be  delayed  beyond  the  month  agreed  on  for 
the  evacuations  in  Europe,  without  compro- 
mising even   the  benefit  of  the   re-establish- 
ment of  peace,  and  without  announcing  any 
essenfial  pretensions  opposed  to  what  has  been 
agreed  on  just  to  the  present  period.     With 
relation  to  the  East  Indies,  it  is  acknowledged, 
that   the  two  contracting  parties  appear  to 
agree  on  what  is  to  be  restored,  and  nothing 
more  necessary  but  to  understand  each  other, 
from  the  definitive  treaty,  on  the  relations  to 
be  established  in  India  between  the  diiferent 
European  nations.      In   regard  to  Anierica, 
we  are  pcsuaded  that  l!is  Britanj-iic  Majesty 


feels  himself  sufficiently  powerful  in  this 
country,  and  therefore  will  not  require  to  en- 
large his  possessions.  It  cannot  be  believed, 
that,  ruling  v.'ithout  a  rival  in  the  Asiatic  seas, 
he  would  wish  to  acquire  the  same  exclusive 
])reponderance  in  the  American  seas,  yet  the 
First  Consul  had  declared  that  he  would  not, 
for  an  island  of  the  second  order,  if  there 
was  but  that  obsiacle,  continue  the  misfor- 
tunes of  war.  The  First  Consul  has  not  at 
all  varied  in  his  dispositions  with  regard  to 
this  object,  but  at  present  it  is  no  longer  an 
isle  of  the  second  order  which  the  Ji^nglish 
government  exacts ;  it  is  now  two  islands  at 
once,  Tobago  and  Trinidad.  This  colony, 
so  important  froin  its  position,  its  riches,  and 
its  relatiini  wit  the  continent  of  South  Ame- 
rica ;  and  tills  immense  acquisition  does  not 
satisfy  him  ;  he  would  also  have  Demerara, 
Kerbice,  Essequibo,  and  the  principal  inlets 
of  the  commerce  of  South  Americr,  should 
reniaiu  open  to  his  vessels ;  a  liberty  which 
lie  proposes  to  render  common,  but  of 
which  England  will  have  all  the  ar'vanfage. 
We  may  say  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
expect  such  propositions;  and  that  if  they 
were  sustained,  they  v^'ould  destroy  all  tliat 
(he  dispositions  announced  on  the  part  of  the 
English  government,  and  which  they  had 
tiiven  room  to  hope  for,  and  to  have  seen  the 
salutary  work  of  peace  immediately  termi- 
nated ;  for,  in  fine,  it  is  not  when  it  has 
ceded  all  that  is  compatible  with  its  honour, 
that  a  government  can  suffer  neW  sacrifices 
to  be  torn  from  it ;  and  the  First  Consul, 
treating  in  the  name  of  the  French  people, 
will  never  subscribe  to  conditions  in  which 
the  honour  of  the  nation  is  coinpromised. 
It  is  prescribed  to  you,  Citizen,  to  give  a 
formal  assurance  of  it. 

Cn.  Maur.  Talleyrand. 

Citizen  Otto  having  converted  into  a  note 
the  instructions  which  this  dispatch  contained, 
was  charged  to  add,  in  his  conversation, 
that  the  First  Consul  having  gone  as  far  as 
honour  would  permit  him,  there  was  no 
room  to  hope  that  he  would  make  one  step 
more.  And  here  we  must  observe,  that  in 
the  conferences  between  Citizen  Otto  and 
Lord  tiawkesbury,  every  time  that  the  eva- 
cuation of  Malta  was  mentioned,  the  English 
minister  quibbled  on  the  term,  always  adding, 
that  the  French  troops  should  remain  at 
Otranto  till  the  moment  in  which  the  evacu- 
ation  of  Malta  should  be  completed.  Let 
the  I'ollowing  note  be  read  : 

Doivmng-sln-et,  Sept.  22,  1801. 

The  undersigned,  first  secretary  of  state  to 
his  Majesty  for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honour 
to  make  known  to  M.  Otto  the  reception  of 
liis  official  note  of  the  Wih  current.     Uv  iy 
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sinccrelv  .iffliclcd,  that,  after  the  concessions 
wiiich  his  Majesty  has  shewn  himself  disposed 
to  make  tor  tUe  re-estabhshment  of  peace, 
the  French  government  has  raised  dilTiculties 
as  new  as  the)'  are  unexpected.  The  un.der- 
signed,  in  the  desire  of  obviating  all  useless 
discussions  on  the  present  slate  of  the  neo-o- 
tiation,  explaii\s  freely  the  resolutions  of  his 
Majesty's  government,  on  the  different  points 
which  have  prevented  the  signing  of  the  pre- 
liminaries. 1.  The  2d,  .3d,  and  1th  articles 
of  the  projet  presented  by  order  of  the  French 
government,  are  absolutely  inadmissible.  Ills 
iSIajesty  will  never  consent  that  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  shall  announce,  on  his  part,  the 
engagement  to  restore  to  France  and  to  her 
allies,  the  conquests  gained  over  them  durino 
the  v.-ar,  unless  these  same  articles  assure  to 
his  Britannic  Majesty  the  compensations  ad- 
niUed  as  an  equivalent  for  such  restitutions. 
If  the  French  government  will  not,  or  can- 
Jiot,  take  this  engagement  for  its  allies,  in 
favour  of  whom  it  stipulates,  advantacres  of 
such  importance,  the  undersigned  is  autho- 
rized to  invite  it  to  obtain  of  its  allies,  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  authority  necessary  for 
that  object,  'i.  The  arrangements  relative 
to  Malta.  Ilis  Majesty  has  only  consented, 
not  to  occupy  thai  island,  but  on  the  express 
condition  of  its  independence  on  France,  as 
v.ell  as  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  only  means 
to  succeed  in  this,  is  to  place  it  under  the 
guarantee  or  protection  of  some  power  ca- 
pable of  supporting  it.  His  Majesty  will  not 
persist  in  desiring  to  keep  an  English  o-^rri- 
son  in  the  island,  til!  the  establishment  of  the 
government  of  the  Order  of  St.  John.  He 
y/ill  be  ready,  on  (he  contrary,  to  evacuate 
it,  in  the  time  which  shall  be  fixed  on  for 
taking  measures  of  this  soit  in  Lu.rope,  pro- 
vided the  Emperor  of  Russia,  as  protector  of 
the  Order,  or  any  other  pov^-er  acknowledged 
b_v  the  contracting  parties,  will  ethcaciouslv 
take  on  itself  the  defence  and  safety  of  Malta. 
.3.  Portugal.  As  the  French  goveVnment  in- 
sists that  the  limits  of  French  Guiana  shall 
extend  to  the  river  :\rawari;  and  as  (he 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  has  confirmed  the 
proposition,  his  Majesty  will  give  his  con- 
sent, provided  that  the  integrity  of  all  the 
states  of  his  most  Faithful  Majesty  in  Europe 
will  be  guaranteed  in  every  respect.  !•.  De- 
merara,  Essequibo,  and  'Berbice.  it  tl;e 
Frencli  government  accepts  the  arrangements 
that  his  M'ajesty  proj/oses  on  the  preceding 
point-;,  his  ^Majesty  will  renounce  the  pre^ 
tensions  he  had  fbrned,  that  the  ports  of 
these  estabUs'-ments  should  he  open  to  ih^ 
commerce  and  navigation  of  his  subject^.— 
5.  Tobago.     From    the  uispoiitioti   that   his 


Majesty  has  shewn  to  get  rid  of  ever)'  other 
diiiicultv,  he  cannot  suppose  that  the  French 
government  will  raise  a  new  obstacle  on  the 
possession  of  the  island  of  Tobago.  It  is  ar» 
ancient  property  of  his  crown,  the  people  are 
almost  entirely  English  colonists,  and  it  is  not 
of  any  value  or  interest  to  France.  The  un- 
dersigned thus  declares  the  opinion  of  the 
government  of  his  Majesty  upon  the  five 
points  of  difference  which  now  remain  to  be 
regulated  by  the  two  countries.  On  examin- 
ing the  extent  and  importance  of  the  terri- 
torial acquisitions  made  by  France,  and  the 
conditions  of  the  peace  which  she  has  con- 
cluded, with  the  powers  despoiled  of  those 
advantages :  on  examining,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  extent  of  the  conquests  of  his  Ma- 
jssly,  and  the  small  portion  of  them  which 
he  keeps,  it  is  not  possible  to  doubt  the  mo- 
deration of  his  sentiments.  His  Majesty, 
however,  is  not  less  sensible  of  what  he  owes 
to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  will  never 
consent  to  conditions  of  peace,  incompatible 
I  w'ith  the  propriety  and  maintenance  of  the 
j  British  empire.  Havvkesburv. 

i  One  paragrapli  in  this  noteworthy  of  remark 
is,  that  in  whichLord  Hawkesbury  formally  de- 
I  dares,  that  the  English  garrison  will  not  re- 
I  main  at  Malta  till  the  government  of  the  Or- 
der of  St.  John  is  established ;  but  that,  on 
the  contrar)',  it  shall  be  evacuated  within  the 
time  fixed  for  regulations  of  that  kind  in 
Eiurope,  provided  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
or  some  other  power  acknowledged  by  the 
contracting  parties,  undertakes  the  defence 
and  security  of  Malta.  To  designate  this 
power  was  the  subject  of  discussion ;  but  as 
the  discu^S'ons  did  not  produce  a  final  agree- 
ment, the  article  was  framed  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  leave  it  to  the  definitive  treaty  to 
specify  the  guaranteeing  power.  Some 
other  points  were  also  left  to  be  decided  by 
the  definitive  treaty.  The  preliminary  arti- 
cles of  peace  were  at  length  signed  9  \'en- 
dJmiaire  ;  and  it  naturally  iollows,  that  every 
honest  man  who  reads  and  meditates  the 
official  papers  which  arc  here  offered  to  his 
attention,  must  acknov.ledge,  that  the  con- 
slant  moderation  of  the  tirst  Consul,  and 
his  solicitude  to  make  and  receive  overtures 
of  pacification,  have  been  the  princi[)al  cause 
of  an  event  which  is  of  such  great  import- 
ance to  the  tranquillity  and  happiness  ot  Eu- 
rope. It  may  be  thought  useful  to  insert  a 
correct  copy  of  the  preliminary  articles. 

(IlerefoUo'jos  the  PrcUminary  Treaty^  for 
vsluch  sec  CobUn'.s  Amutal  Ik-rristcr,  I'oi.  L 
Pat^e  ]()'2;  and /or  I'arf  J  I.  of  these  Papers^ 
seep.  1857,  of  tliis  Supploiunl.) 
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High  Court  op  Ju'^TiciiRY  held  at  Edin- 
burgh, Jan.  6. —  The  Caurt  met  for  the  Tn,il  of 
LiEUTEKAKT-Coi.oNEi.  GeorgeMackenzie, Cap- 
tain John  M'DoNOGH,  Ensign  George  Lani- 
<JAN,  Serjeant  Andrew  Mackay,  and  Ser- 
jeant Alexanuer  Sutherland,  all  of  the  late 
regiment  of  the  Ross  and  Ciomarty  Rangers, 
accused  at  the  instance  of  Daniel  Ross,  and  three 
other  private  prosecutors,  with  concurrence  of 
His  Majesty's  Advocate,  tii  being  guilty  of  tfie 
murder  of  certain  persons,  named  in  the  indii'l;- 
ment,  on  tlie  4th  of  June  last,  in  tlie  streets  of 
the  town  of  Aberdeen.  Laiiignn  did  not  appear  ; 
and  the  court  pronounced  seritence  of  fugitation 
against  him.  All  the  other  panncls  were  at  the 
bar,  and  tlie  nidictment  heing  read  over,  they 
pled  Not  Gu.'Ity. 

After  the  usual  forms  of  the  court  a  jury  was 
sworn  in,  and  witnesses  were  sjlled  to  substan- 
tiate llie  charge. — Garioch,  nierciiant  in  Aber- 
deen, said,  on  ihe  4th  of  June,  between  seven 
3nd  nine  in  the  evening,  lie  saw  a  number  ot 
bovs  throwing  dirt  and  wet  straw  at  one  another, 
and  at  the  people  on  the  streets,  sometimes  at  the 
citizens,  and  sometimt-s  at  the  military.  About 
eight  o'clock  he  saw  Col  M'Ken/je  going  towards 
the  barracks  at  the  east  end  of  the  street.  About 
the  same  time  saw  Capt.  M'Donogh.  Between 
eight  and  nine  frcqueniiy  saw  M'Donogli  on  the 
Street,  and  boys  and  men  throwing  dirt  at  liim. 
At  one  time  sa^v  a  boy  tlirow  a  whole  handfn! 
of  dirt  in  liis  face,  so  that  the  one  side  of  his 
face  was  quite  covered  with  mud.  About  the 
same  time  saw  Ensign  l.anigan.  Several  mi- 
nutes before  nine  o'clock  saw  the  guard  brought 
out  by  M'Donogh.  About  this  time  sav,-  one 
of  the  town  seijcants  in  the  street  ;  he  ap- 
peared  to  be  persuading  M'Donogh  to  take 
bac'k  the  guard  to  tlie  guard-house.  About  nine 
saw  M'Donogh  with  soldicis  on  each  side  of  him 
go  towards  the  "rown-hou-je.  The  soldier.--  were 
carrying  arms  —  \t>out  ten  minutes  after  this  he 
SAW  a  paity  of  about  30  come  from  the  barracks 
and  join  ihe  guard.  Before,  and  at  this  time, 
he  saw  Lanigan  running  through  the  streets, 
and  making  thrusts  at  the  [leople  with  hi:;  sword. 
He  could  scarcely  call  the  people  a  mob  at  this 
time..  About  a  quarter  pa;t  nine  I.anignn  was 
pulling  one  of  the  soldiers  forward  by  the  coat. 
The  guard  were  running  after  the  pcoijic  with 
bayonets  charged,  and  the  people  made  no  resis- 
tance ;  one  or  two  of  the  guard  tired  at  this  time. 
He  shortly  after  saw  the  whole  regiment  coming 
down  from  the  barracks.  M'Donogh  had  pre- 
viously gone  up  to  the  barracks,  and  he  returned 
with  the  men.  When  they  came  down  one-third 
of  the  street,  before  they  reached  tlie  guard- 
house, they  were  drawn  up  acioss  the  street. 
Witness  then  ran  down  to  the  street,  and  in  the 
passage  saw  Scrj.  .Vl'Pherson  of  the  volunteers, 
■whom  he  had  desired  to  go  to  the  provost  am! 
request  the  magistrates  would  come  and  take 
command  of  the  military.  He  then  rcnirncd  to 
the  window  of  the  inn,  and  heard  orders  given 
by  M'Donogh  to  prime  and  load.  The  men  im- 
mediately, along  the  whole  line,  primed  and 
loaded.  The  witness  then  saw  from  a  window 
the   soldiers    farther   down  the    strce:.      They 


were  in  different  parties,  and  firin<^.  It  was  then 
almost  ten  o'clock.  At  one  time  he  saw,  while 
the  soldiers  were  running  in  the  streets,  some 
of  them  run  up  to  a  man,  who  stood  still,  and 
they  knocked  him  dnv/n,  and  struck  him  with 
the  butt  end  of  rher  muskets,  and  slabbed  iiim 
with  their  bayonets.  He  wjs  standing  with  his 
aims  across,  not  doing  any  thing.  Witness  then 
went  down  to  the  strttt  a  second  time,  and  saw 
one  of  the  town  .seijeants,  and  sent  again  to 
the  magistrates,  desiring  they  woald  come 
out.  Witness  then  went  to  the  Townhouse, 
and  saw  the^  piovost  and  magistrates,  and 
several  other  people  with  them  Witness  said, 
good  God  gentlemen,  what  y.re  you  doing  here 
—why  don't  you  come  out  ?  Before  this,  wit- 
ness had  seen  two  people  fall  on  the  street  duriirg 
the  firing. — A  bey  fell  at  the  west  end  of  the 
plainstones.  Witness  thought  the  boy  counter- 
feiting, as  he  did  not  tliink  the  military  were 
iiring  ball.  The  otlier  person  fell  n&ariy  op- 
posite the  New  Inn.  Shortly  after  this  the 
magistrates  went  out  wiih  the  town  serjeants- 
l  here  was  no  firing  after  this.  Most  of  the 
.soldiers  had  gone  to  the  east  end  of  fhe  street, 
and  some  of  them  went  into  a  narrow  lane.  There 
was  a  Serjeant  behind  the  rest,  whom  the 
provost  spoke  to,  and  desired  him  to  take 
the  soldiers  immediately  to  the  barracks.  He 
saw  a  seijeant,  and  the  provost  informed  hini 
that  he  was  chief  magistrate,  and  he  must  im- 
mediately make  haste  to  the  barracks.  He 
an.-v.'ercd,  I  am  a  soldier,  and  know  no  magi- 
strates :  upon  which  the  provost  gave  him  a 
blow  with  his  batton,  and  said,  will  you  obey 
that  .'  After  this  they  went  all  into  the  bar- 
lacks. —  After  the  first  or  second  firing  witness 
saw  about  a  dozen  of  people  thro'.ving  stones  at 
the  men  who  were  standing  at  the  guard-houre. 
Being  a'  ked,  what  were  the  circumstances  which 
occasioned  disturbance  that  evening  ? — Witness 
answered,  I  consider  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
military  h-^ving  been  insulted  by  the  mob 
throwing  dirt  upon  them.  I  mean  both  the 
officers  and  soldiers.  —  Dingwall,  merchant  ia 
Aberdeen,  said  that  near  the  guard-house, 
about  8  o'clock,  he  saw  some  town-serjeants, 
among  the  crowd,  persuading  M'Donogh  to 
go  to  his  lodgings.  He  appeared  much  agi- 
tated. Alter  this  witness  saw  M'Donogh  ha- 
langiiing  the  mob,  sometimes  in  good  humour, 
sometimes  in  bad,  hut  saw  no  blows.  He  haq 
his  swwrd  drawn  most  of  the  time,  sometimcf; 
brandishing  it,  and  sometimes  under  his  arm. 
After  this,  witness  saw  Col.  M'Kenzie  very 
much  intoxicated.  He  fell  twice,  and  the  other 
olhccis  were  supporting  him.  Ihis  made  the 
boys  laugh,  at  seeing  the  Col.  fall,  but  nothing 
was  thrown.  M'Donogh  then  disappeared,  and 
i^oon  returned  with  the  regiment,  from,  the  bar- 
racks, which  he  formed  across  Castle-street. 
M'Donogh  had  the  command,  and  gave  his 
orders  very  distinctly  in  the^c  words  :  "  With 
"  powder  and  ball  prime  and  lo.-id."  This  he 
repeated  twice.  A  prcmiscnous  filing  then  be- 
gan at  the  north  of  the  line.  A  brick-bat  was 
thrown  at  one  of  the  ollicers  subsequent  to  the 
tir?t  firing. — CoUison,  merchant,  Aberdeen,  said 
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the  mo':>  inlf;rt')e  .iLoiit  twn  or  300. mostly  lioys. 
He  saw  sorr.e  of  the  soldiers  con^.ing  front  the 
barracks,  loading  as  they  were  coming  along. 
VVitncis  and  the  oihcrs  with  him  engaged  to 
keep  off  the  crowd  from  molesting  the  men,  if 
IVl'Donogh  would  march  them  hack  to  the  bar- 
racks. 'I'he  soldiers  accordingly  entered  the 
lane  that  leads  to  the  barracks,  and  were  all  out 
of  si^ht,  except  two  or  three  divisions,  when  the 
crowd  gave  a  cheer,  or  derisive  huzza.  On  this 
some  person  belonging  to  the  military  called  out, 
*'  halt — ft-ont — charge,'  and  instantly  they  came 
running  back.  There  were  no  stones  thrown  3t 
that  time.  Every  body  ran  from  them  except 
one  man,  who  was  struck  with  the  butc-end  of 
the  muskets,  and  also  after  he  fell.  Ky  this  time 
a  number  of  others  came  up  and  continued  fir  iig 
irregularly,  but  they  afterwards  made  two  re- 
gular fires. —  Copland,  town-clerk  defnity,  said, 
he  was,  between  eight  and  nine  in  the  evening 
called  out  of  the  Town-Kail,  and  met  jM'Donogh 
on  the  stairs,  who  said  he  had  been  insulted, 
and  shewed  a  mark  on  his  shoulder,  where  some 
dirt  had  been  tlitown.  After  some  conversation 
ordered  the  Serjeants  to  follow  the  capt.  and 
seize  whoever  should  insult  him.  The  \vitness 
did  not  bear  any  filing  till  half  an  hour  after  this, 
■when  a  message  came  to  the  magistrates,  and 
informed  them  the  military  were  firing  in  the 
streets  ;  upon  which  tliey  all  got  up,  hut  witness 
got  first  to  the  strict,  where  he  saw  the  military 
drav/n  up  in  a  regular  line,  and  some  of  them 
firing,  Ke  had  not  gone  far  when  he  found  him- 
self surrounded  by  military  with  fixed  bayonets, 
upon  which  he  ran  into  aclose,  and  looked  about, 
and  saw  the  provost  and  ma;;istrates  surrounded 
■^vith  inihtary.  The  piovost  shewed  the  in- 
signia of  his  office,  and  ciicd  out,  "I  am  the 
provoft  of  Aberdeen."  Gibbon,  writer,  Aber- 
deen, said  he  v^as  in  the  Town-Hall  and  sat 
close  by  one  of  the  ofilccrs  of  the  Ross  and 
Cromarty  regiment  ;  thinks  they  made  more  free 
with  the  liquor  than  the  rest  of  the  company. 
Witness  begged  them  not  to  ply  the  ofiicer  on 
guard  with  so  much  wine.  One  of  the  officers 
answered,  '•'  If  the  oilicer  on  guard  is  not  able 
to  do  his  duty  1  will  do  ir  for  him." — Brown, 
late  ensign  in  Ross  and  Cromsrty  Ranger",  did 
not  recollect  whether  the  filing  from  the  niiiitary 
or  the  throvving  of  stones  from  the  crowd  began 
first.  He  was  standing  close  to  M'Donogh,  and 
is  certain  he  gave  no  orders  to  fire,  nor  were 
any  orders  given,  as  he  must  have  heard  them. 
There  was  no  firing  till  the  men  broke  the  line, 
;ind  commenced  the  irregular  firing  ;  if  there 
had  been  any  he  would  have  heard  it. — Cooper, 
Serjeant  in  the  ist  regiment  of  foot  said  he  saw 
Sutherland  walking  through  the  street  wiih  a  wo- 
man. 7  he  ciowd  fell  uj)on  him  anil  tlie  woman, 
and  threw  dirt  and  stones  at  tliem  ;  he  took  his 
sword  out  of  the  belt  to  defend  hiniitlf,  and  soon 
after  a  copoial's  guard  cinie  and  took  hinr  ofT. 
Witness  saw  M'Doti(igh  and  Mackenzie  about  six 
o'clock,  on  the  street.  1  he  crowil  btgaii  throwing 
dirt  and  dead  cats  at  the  capt.  who  turned  round, 
and  asked  what  ofFe-^ce  he  h.id  given  them  .•'  \-'»  it- 
ness  said,  in  nri  rtjiMcirg  day  caji  a  soldier  walk 
the  streets  of  Aberdeen  witliout  being  molested. 
When  M  Donoph  n-is  attacked,  he  took  ofl'his 
hat,  and  spoke  very  niiidlv  to  them  ;  witness 
saw  him  several  times  tiicleavouiing  to  pacify 
them.     Wlicn  the  iruii  marched  tjuietly  ofT  to- 


wards the  barracks,  the  crowd  followed  them, 
throwing   at   them   whatever  c^me  in  their  way, 

and  damned  them    for  Highland    b s,  to  go 

to  their  barracks.  The  men  then  left  their  of- 
ficers, rushed  into  the  streets,  and  began  to 
tire.  He  saw  a  corporal  cut  with  a  knife  by  a 
butcher  early  in  the  evening. — 'f'homson,  pain- 
ter, of  Aberdeen,  said  he  was  on  thcCastle-street, 
and  saw  folui  Ross  sh.ot  on  the  pUinstones.  The 
party  who  fired  were  headed  bj'  i  scijeant. 
Being  asked,  if  he  would  know  the  serjeant 
he  poiiUed  out  M'Donogh  as  being  like  the  Ser- 
jeant whom  he  saw.  VViineas  saw  the  Serjeants  le- 
velling their  pieces,  and  directing  them  where  to 
fire. — Affleck,  late  adjutant  of  tlie  Aberdeen  Vo- 
lunteers, was  inCastle-strect  twenty  minutes  after 
eight,  when  the  soldiers  were  b-uinning  to  form 
across  the  stieet.  Orders  were  given  to  piime 
and  load,  which  was  obeyed.  '1  hey  went  through 
ti;e  motions  very  regularly;  and  -witness  Avas 
certain  from  themotums  of  the  men,  it  was  ball 
cartridge.  People  on  the  street  were  noisy,  but 
did  not  observe  stones  thrown.  Before  the  firing 
began,  M'Donogh  went  into  the  crowd,  and  after 
he  came  back  the  tiring  took  place.  Shots  and 
stones  took  place  at  the  same  time.  About  thirty 
shots  were  fired,  and  a  number  of  people  wound- 
ed where  he  was.  Scijeant  Mackay  was  very 
active.  He  was  using  every  means  to  prevent 
themen  from  goingto  barracks.  Witness  told  him, 
that  he  v;as  acting  improperly.  He  gof  into  a 
greater  rage,  and  made  a  spring  at  the  witness, 
who  seizi  d  him  bv  the  atm.  Scijeant  .M'lvcnzie 
then  cime  forwaid  and  got  Mackav  pacified,  and 
persuaded  the  men  to  go  to  the  barracks,  and 
Mackay  then  behaved  well,  and  did  all  he  could 
to  get  the  men  to  go  to  the  barracks.  He  was 
with  the  last  division  that  fired,  A  rifleman, 
named  Ross,  was  killed  at  that  time— LittJe- 
john,  builder  in  .Aberdeen,  said  he  saw  a  great 
number  of  soldiers  come  from  the  barracks  ; 
M'Dnnogh  was  in  the  crowd  endeavouring  to 
pacify  tb.cm.  The  soldiers  were  ordered  to 
march  back  to  the  barracks,  and  were  going 
awav,  but  returned  again  and  commenced  firing. 
Witness  spoke  to  M'Kenzie  to  take  ofTthe  sol- 
diers, but  he  refused.  Mackay  then  came  up, 
and  was  more  violent,  and  much  enraged — He 
had  before  seen  Mackay  leading  on  the  men. 
The  crowd  en  the  streets  that  day  was  not 
greater  than  usual,  nor  more  riotous.  Among 
the  first  things  he  heard  was  the  crowd  bidding 
M'Donogh  oiderhis  men  olT.  He  answered  if  they 
behaved  in  a  civil  manner  he  would,  but  if  they 
insultidhim,  he  would  attack  them. — Hadden, 
of  Aberdeen,  saw  Mackay  in  theevening  coming 
out  of  the  barracks,  after  all  the  firing  was  over. 
He  desired  him  to  return,  but  Mackay  refused. 
Upon  which  he,  the  witness,  shewed  his  chain, 
and  told  him  he  was  the  Provost  of  Aberdeen. 
Mackay  replied,  "  You  are  no  officer,  and  I 
"  don't  care  for  a  magistrate."  The  witness 
then  seized  him,  and  forced  him  back  to  the 
barracks.  The  first  account  he  heard  of  what 
was  going  on  in  the  streets  was  brought  to 
him  by  two  gentlemen,  while  he  was  in  the 
chair  at  the  1  own-liall.  They  informed  him 
that  there  iiad  been  some  disurbances  in  the 
stieets  with  the  boys.  He  instantly  went 
out  along  with  two  of  the  magistrates.  This 
was  not  five  minutes  after  he  got  intima- 
tion of  the  affair.    He  that  moment  gave  orde:^ 
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to  tlic  town  seijeants  to  go  and  seize  tlic  com- 
nianding  officer  t>n  the  stieets,  be  he  who  he  may. 
A  riling  took  plare  licfoie  he  got  up,  and  two  per- 
sons we-ie  shot  while  he  was  in  the  .streets,  lie 
liastened  on,  and  rut^hed  in  among  the  military  ; 
they  weic  standing  very  thick,  with  fixed  bayonets, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  push  aside  to  gci  through. 
At  tills  time  a  number  of  them  surrounded  him  and 
pointed  tiieir  bayonets,  so  that  he  expected  to 
be  run  through  ;  but,  upon  shewing  his  chain, 
and  inf'jrming  them  he  was  the  Provost,  rhey 
formed  a  gu^rd  of  protection  round  him.  After 
this  he  went  to  the  Tov/n-hoose  to  see  what  could 
be  done,  and  M'Donogh  was  then  brought  tiiere 
a  prisoner. — The  witness  then  went  out  to  the 
streets  again,  and  found  the  r.iilitary  had  retiied 
to  their  barracks,  where  lie  immediately  repaired, 
as  he  iiad  formerly  stated — Dickie,  glazier,  Aber- 
deen, was  in  Castle-scrcet  in  the  evening  there 
was  tiring,  which  he  endeavouicd  to  avoid  by 
going  along  the  New  \^'lnncl.  He  was  interrupted 
by  a  Serjeant,  who  struck  him  with  his  sword  in 
the  scabbard.  A  private,  who  was  with  the  Ser- 
jeant, while  the  seijcant  held  him,  staiibed  him 
in  the  side — He  pointed  out  .Sutherland  as  the  Ser- 
jeant. Ir  was  about  nine  o'clock  when  he  was 
stabbed. — M'DonaM,  surgeon  in  the  late  Ross  and 
Croniaity  regiment,  proved,  that  Mackenzie  and 
M'Donogh  were  severely  hurt  bv  the  mob,  and 
that  a  grenadier  was  woundtd  in  the  back  of  his 
heatl  by  a  gun-shwt.  M'Donogh's  servant  came  to 
witness,  and  requested  him  to  come  and  see  his 
master,  and  with  gieat  ditScid;y  he  got  to  his  lodg- 
ings, as  one  of  the  town's  people  attempted  to 
knock  liim  down  wich  a  large  stone.  Recollects 
six  or  seven  were  wounded,  one  with  a  sharp 
pointed  instrument. — The  evidence  for  the  pro- 
secution being  closed,  the  witnesses  for  the  pri- 
soners were  called.  linsign  Haly,  of  Ros'?  and  Cro- 
niarty  Regiment,  said,  that  he  lett  the  Couit- 
housc  with  Tvl'Donogh,  and  crossing  the  street, 
they  were  much  anno)ed  by  the  mob  pelting. 
M'Donogh  expostulated  with  the  mob  in  a  con- 
ciliatory way.  Thty  went  to  tiit  guard-house, 
and  found  the  ofliccr  there  much  covered  with 
filth,  who  soon  ordered  the  guard  to  turn  out.  The 
capr.  then  took  a  file  of  men  to  accompany  him  to 
the  Council  Chamber.  The  lieut.  col.  went  towards 
the  mob,  using  conciliating  expressions.  The  mob 
pressed  round  the  lieut.  col.  and  he  appeared  to 
be  then  in  danger.  The  guard  pressed  into  the 
mob  to  lescue  the  lieut.  c  d.  A  violent  pelting 
then  commenced  by  the  mob  against  the  ofh- 
cers,  and  M'Donogh  was  entirely  covered  with 
filth.  VVJtne.-'S  took  shelter  behind  a  sentry  box, 
the  sentinel  being  forced  from  his  post.  The  lieut. 
col.  then  ordered  capt.  M'Donogh  to  proceed  to 
the  barracks,  and  bringdown  the  regiment  torein- 
force  the  guard.  Witness  wtot  also,  and  found  a 
fiarty  of  the  men  drawn  up,  and  M'Donogh  at 
their  head,  in  front  of  the  barracks.  Shortly 
after  the  greater  part  marched  out.  Witness 
svcnt  to  Castlc-strect,  and  found  the  whole  re- 
giment drawn  up  in  line.  He  then  heard  M'Do- 
nogh give  this  order — "  Order  arms,  and  stand 
**  at  ease."  A  great  crowd  were  in  thg  streets 
very  riotous,  and  close  upon  the  men.  M'Donogh 
shen  look  off  his  hat,  went  in  among  the  crowd, 
and  addiesstd  them  in  very  conciliatory  terms, 
He  wheeled  thciii,  and  ordered  diem  to  couater- 
jf-iarch.  I  iiey  fe'.gan  to  do  so,  and  witness  ran  on 
bcioic  them.    He  kid  not  aoLin  far  whsa  he  iicard 


a  sudden  shout  from  live  mob.  Hcturned  round, 
and  saw  the  soldiers  rushing  in  all  directions  upoi» 
the  mob.  He  heard  no  word  of  command.  '1  his 
was  (he  first  hriiig  he  heard.  .Serjeant  jM4tchel!, 
of  the  Robs  and  Cromarty  Rangers  was  in  the 
banacks',  and  received  orders  to  send  a  reinfor- 
cement to  the  gu  ird.  But  learning  from  some  of 
the  men  who  came  to  the  b.ir:acks  that  some  of  the 
ofTicers  weic  murdered  in  the  town,  he  sent  off  a 
party.  He  then  went  himself,  and  met  M'Do-^ 
nogh,  who  took  the  men  to  Caffle-street ;  but 
they  had  scarcely  arrived  there,  when  there  came 
a  great  forct.-  of  the  men  fr(.m  the  barracks,  in  con- 
fusion. M'Donogh  took  iffhis  hat  dnd  addressed 
the  people.  He  then  ordered  tlie  men  to  prime 
and  lo.id  with  cartrid  ;.e.  —  He  again  went  and 
spoke  civilly  to  the  people,  and  soon  ordered 
them  to  sh.oulder  arms.  They  were  then  marched 
back  to  the  barracks,  but  did  not  hear  M'Do- 
nogh give  the  orders  to  march.  After  this 
M'Donogh  returned  agoin  to  the  people;  the 
witness  followed  him  inio  the  crowd  for  fear  of 
danger.  The  captain  went  forward,  and  .spoke 
with  some  people.  A  great  number  of  stoues  wcr;; 
then  thrown,  several  of  which  struck  the  vvitne.«s. 
— Corporal  Littie,  of  the  14th  foot,  saw  a  mob 
in  the  evening  of  boys  and  men  who  were  riotous. 
Saw  Sutherland,  near  the  New  Inn,  attacked  and 
struck  with  a  stick.  He  was  defending  him- 
self with  a  sword  in  the  scabbard.  His  clothes 
were  much  dirtied.  Saw  M'Donogh  struck  on  the 
neck  in  the  street,  and  the  mob  were  throwing 
dirt  at  him,  and  abusing  every  person  they  saw 
belonging  to  that  regiment.  This  was  before  the 
reinforce.Tient  came  from  the  barracks,  and  none 
of  the  guard  fired  until  after  the  reinforcemeat 
came. — Macnah,  late  servant  to  M'Donogh,  about 
nine  v/ent  to  his  mastei's  lodgings  to  receive 
orJers,  and  there  he  heard  there  was  a  disturbance 
in  Cast!e-:treet.  He  then  went  to  Casile-slieei, 
and  saw  his  masier  standing  with  his  hat  olT  ad- 
dressing the  crov/d.  Soon  alter  a  shower  f)f  stones 
came  from  the  crowd.  VV^itness,  conceiving  his 
master's  life  in  danger,  ran  to  him,  and  seizin^' 
his  arnr,  led  him  away.  In  a  short  time  he  saw 
the  soldiers  abusing  andstiiking  an  inhabitant. 
The  capt.  and  witness  immediately  rushed  forward 
to  liiG  relief.  The  capt.  then  cried  out,  "  For  God 
"  Almighty's  sake,  men,  r-eturn  to  youi  barracks  ;'* 
but  the  men  paid  no  attention  to  him,  but  begaa 
to  fire.  The  capt.  v/eni  in  front  of  them,  and  with 
a  loud  voice  called  out,  "  halt."  After  firing  .sosn^ 
time  two  town  Serjeants  appeared,  and  said  to 
M'Donogh,  "  are  you  commanding  oliicer :  " 
He  replied,  "  he  v/as,  but  he  could  not  commanc! 
"  tiiein."  The  capt.  was  then  niade  prisoner,  and 
o:i  his  way  to  the  Town-house  he  was  much. 
abused  by  the  crowd.  On  tiie  capt's.  way  to  tliC 
Town-hall,  while  the  crowd  were  abusing  him, 
he  said,  "  Ah,  my  good  fellows,  you  little  know 
"  me,  or  you  would  not  u.'C  me  so." — Mackenzie, 
42d  regiment,  late  in  the  Roth.say  and  Cromsriv 
regiment,  at  ihe  time  the  tiring  commenced,  wa> 
in  the  same  section  with  Sutherland  ;  saw  hi;Tii 
active  to  prevent  some  of  the  men  from  firing 
three  or  four  times.  Sutherland's  svvoid  was  iu 
his  hand,  but  in  the  shejth.  Heard  hijii  bid 
the  men  not  lire,  but  return  home.  This  wa.«  n. 
little  after  nine  o'clock,  when  the  town's  pcoj^k 
were  pelting  ihctn  with  stones,  and  when  the  mili- 
tary were  beginning  Co  fire,  after  they  had  brokt 
tlmr  racks,  and  alx'^.t  t.vs  minatci  bcfor-  hv  s^'ii 
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Ross  killed.— KoVicrtson,    sadler,  in   Perth,  said, 
whfin  the   men    came  on    at    the    charge,   he    saw 
Sutherland    en-dcav(  uriiig    to   prevent    them,  and 
the   same    at   the    hung.     The  witness   had  pre- 
sented   to  fire,  whtn  Sutherland  stopped  him,  and 
struck  up  ihe  muzzle  of  his  musket  with  his  pword. 
—IVIacdonald,  ot   the  42d    regiment,  saw  IViackay 
•when  the  men  were  marching  to  the  barracks,  and 
again   when  some  shots  were  firtd— he  was  st.ino- 
ing  with  his  face  towards  ttie  men,  keeping  them 
in  their  ranks.  Fraser,  o.  the  41^  regimcm,  said  he 
saw  Serjeant  Mackay  prevent  snc  of  the  men  trom 
liring  alter  he  had  come  to  the  prcstnt,  by  drivinj 
up  the  muzzle  of  his  mu; '■vct.— Col.  L.  M-Kcnz.e, 
late   ot  the  Ross   -ndComarty  ftucu.lcs,  said  he 
always  thought  Mackay  a  well  behaved  and  sober 
man,  of  great  humanity,  and  obedient  to  his  com- 
manding ollicer.     Sutherland  was  one  ot  the    best 
behaved  men   he   ever  knew  ;    he    had  only  been 
three  months    in  the  regiment  when   he   was  pio- 
moted  to   a   serjeantcy  on    account    ol   his   good 
behaviour.     Wuiicss    has  always    kaown    M'Do- 
noeh    to    be    a    man    of    honour   and  a    gentle- 
man,   and    esteemed  him   to  be  a   man   ot    hu 
mauity— he  was  in  tht  Life  Guards  before  he  came 
to    the    Ross    and    Cromaiiy   Rtg.ment.  —  Lord 
Craig  proceeded   10   sum   up  the  whole  evidence. 
His  lordship  rccapitu'.aud    the  leading  teatures  in 
the  d'positionofevtrv  witnc^:,  and  minutely  and 
cauduilv  pointed  out  the  bearings  and  tendency  ot 
the  whole  — Ihe  Jury  leturnoi  their  verdict  Lieut. 
Col    M'Keazie  and  Captain  M'Dunogh,  N-,! '.ui/ry. 
—  Seijtants    Mackay    and    Suiheiland,    libel   >iot 

Trial  of  Edward  T-Tarcus  DESPAun,  for 
High  Treason.    February  "ith,  IbOJ. 

Ckar'ye    of  Lord  Chaef  Justice    EUenborou^h 
to    the'' Grand    Jury,     on  tht  2\st  of  January 
y\fter  ^ome  introductory  observations  his  lord- 
ship proceeded  -.—The  law  of  this  land,  from  the 
earliest  period  has,   %vith  an  anxiety   in  a  consi- 
derable degree  proportioned,  but,  at  present,  from 
various  causes,  hardly'adequate,  to  their  supreme 
^alue  and  importance,  watched  over,  and    pro- 
tected the  Ufe  and    personal  safety  of  the  sovr.- 
rei^n.     It  has   considered,  in  his  instance,     the 
mibxhievous  workings    and    imaginations  of  the 
mind,    the  malignant    purposes   cf   the     heart, 
when  directed  towards  his  destruction,  and  ma- 
nifested  bv  any   act  plainly  done    m    prosecu- 
tion  of  such    purpose,    and     conducing    to     its 
execution,    as  equally  criminal  in  their    nature, 
and    has    rendered    them    equally   penal  in   all 
their     cottsequences,    with     the    actual     perpe- 
tration   rf    the  atrocious   deed   itself,    which   is 
the    object  of    such    imagination   and     purpose. 
__To  invesiigate    ynd  ascertain  the  existence  of 
such  a  purpose  in  the  mind  of  the  person  char- 
ged   therewith,  and    the    nature    and   tendency 
of  the  acts   done   by  him    in  the  supposed   pro- 
secution   of   such  purpose,  and    which  acts  «re, 
in    high   treason,     dennmhiitcd    "  overt-acts," 
htv    cate  and  duty  of 


is   at   all   tunes,  the    wci_ 

a  jury,  chareed  with  the  important  function 
Avhich  you  are  called  up  ■»  to  exercise. —  ^^  hat 
should  be  deemed  sufficient  "overt-acts,"  of 
the   particular   htuu  >aJ  species  of  treason,  "  of 


compassing    and   imaginiig   the   death    of  the 
king." — In    other  v/frds,  what    acts   amount  tcy 
legal    evidence     of     the   existence    of   such     a 
purpose,     in     the   mind    of  the  pLrsbn  charged 
therewith,     has   been    occasionally,     herttofi  re, 
the   subject  of  dispute  and  controversy.     Long, 
however,  before    the    passing    of   the   late    sta- 
tute  of  the   thirty-sixth    of    his    present    Ma- 
jesty,   it    had    been   judicially   settled,    by    the 
most  grave  and   revered  authorities    of  the  law, 
that  all   measures  adopted  for   the    deposing  of 
the  king  fr'im   his    riwal  state  and    dignity,  all 
measures    of    force    directed    against   iiis    royal 
person,  either  for   the  taking  possession   thereof, 
ot  subjecting  it  to  restraint   and    imprisonment, 
are    impressed  wiih  the    heinous   character   and 
stamp  of    this   denomination  of  treason,   and  en- 
titled   to  be  received  as  the  strongest   and    most 
cogent  evidence  thereof.    —   It  has    also    been 
settled    by  the    like    high    authorities,  that  any 
consultations    and  m.tctings  of  persons,    in  order 
to  effect    the    above  purposes,   although  nothing 
should    be    ultimately    done,   and  although  the 
whole    scheme    and    plan  should  prove    inefTcc- 
tual  and    abortive,    that  any  agreement   or  as- 
sent   given  to    overtures    or  proposals    of  that 
kind  are  all  competent  overt-acts,  of   that   spe- 
cies of  high     treason,     which    consists    in    com- 
passing and  imagining    the  death    of  the    king. 
All  pretence,  however,  for  doubt   upon  a   sub- 
ject, which,  from  its   superior  importance,  de- 
s  rved   to    be    cleared    of  any  remaining  shades 
of  uncertainty,  which  might  be  supposed  to  ob- 
scure it,    has  been,     for    all   succeeding   times, 
distinctly   removed  and  obviated,    by  the    pru- 
dent    provisions     of    the    late    statute    of   the 
thirty-sixth     of    George  III.    cap.    7,    which, 
amongst  other  things,    enacts,    "  that,  if   any 
person  or  persons    whatsoever,  during    the  na- 
tural  life    of  the  king  (and  for   a    limited  time 
afterwards)  should    compass,    imagine,    invent, 
devise,  or  intend  death    or   destruction,  or  any 
bodily  harm,  tending  to   death    or  destruction, 
maim,    or    wounding,      impnsnnment,    or   re- 
straint, of  the  person    cf    the    king,  &:c.  every 
such  person    or    persons,    so    offending    should 
be    deemed    to  be    a    traitor   and  traitors,     and 
should    suffer    and    forfeit,  as    in    cases  of  high 
treason."      To    compass    and    imagine,     there- 
fore,   the  imprisonment,  or    personal  restraint 
of  the  king,  is  now,  by    the  express    letter     of 
a  clear  and    positive    statute,  placed    as   a    sub- 
stantive  act  of  treason,  upon   exactly  the   same 
ground    wiih  the  compassing  and  imagining  of 
the  natural    death  of  the   king,    as    that  crime 
stands    under  the  very  letter  and   terms    of    the 
statute    cf  the  twenty-fifth  of   Edward  Til.  it- 
self.    The  same  indeed  may  be   said   of  all    the 
other  treasons,  which  are  specifically  enacted  in 
the  statute    of  the  thirty-sixth  of  George    III. 
and  I  only  select,    by  way   of  instance,  those  of 
"   compassing,   im.aginiiig,  devising,  and  intend - 
ing,  the  imprisonment,  -jnd  restraint  of  the  per- 
son of  the  king,"  because    it    is   probable,     that 
the    descriptions  of  treason  I   have    mentioned, 
toi^ether  with  'hat  cf  compassing  and  imaginini^- 


1217] 


IMPORTANT    TRIALS. 


[1218 


his  death,  will  be  those  to  which  yciur  attention 
\viil  be  more  particularly  called,  by  the  evidi-iicfc 
which  will  be  siibmitted  to  your  consideration. 
I  b.ave  already  stated  to  you,  that  such  acts 
as  sufficiently  indicate  an  intention  to  commit 
any  particular  species  of  treason,  and  conduce 
to  its  execution,  are  properly  overt-acts  of 
high  treason. — All  overt-acts  which  are  ineant 
to  bt  given  in  evidence  against  the  prisoner, 
are  justly  and  humanely  required  by  the  se- 
venth of  William  Jl'.cap.  3,  to  be  expressly 
laid  in  the  indictment  against  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  thereby  bt  apprised  of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  charge  whicli  he  is  called  upon  to 
answer  ;  but  the  numerous  particulars  into 
which  such  a  charge  will  unavoidably  ex- 
tend itself  in  point  of  prr>r,f,  need  not  be 
detailed  on  the  face  of  the  indictment. — It  is 
enough  that  the  nature  of  the  overt-act  relied 
upon,  be  specined  with  reasonable  and  con- 
venient certainty  ;  and,  when  this  is  done,  the 
various  other  circumstances,  with  which  the 
overt-act  is  immediately  and  necessaiily  con- 
nected in  point  of  fact,  and  the  different  means 
emploved  for  effecting  the  same,  need  be  no 
further  stated.  Indeed,  the  several  (ther  mat- 
ters may  properly  be  considered  as  being  only 
so  many  parts,  appendages,  and  results  of  that 
which  is  before  stated,  and  as  virtually  included 
therein. —  1  have  said  thus  much  in  respect  to 
the  form  of  alleging  the  overt-act  in  an  in- 
dictment for  high  treason,  with  a  hope  of  af- 
fording you  some  assistance  towards  clearly  un- 
derstanding the  real  substance  and  form  of 
thit  indictment,  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
couched,  of  course,  in  the  technical  Unguage 
used  on  such  occasions  ;  and  that  you  may  also 
be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  whether  it  is 
accompanied  by  the  competent  kind  and  degree 
of  proof,  which  ought  to  be  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  it.  I  wiil  further  suggest,  for  your 
information,  what  the  law  requires  on  this  head. 
Jn  the  first  place,  the  law  requires  that  the 
crime  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  county  within 
which  it  bas  been,  in  the  whole,  or  in  parr, 
committed.  Some  one  overt-act  of  the  parti- 
cular species  of  treason,  charged  in  the  indict- 
ment, that  is  to  sav,  of  the  compassing  and 
imagining  the  de.nh  of  the  king,  or  of  levy- 
ing war  agninst  him,  or  the  like,  must  be 
proved  by  some  one  witness,  to  h'^ve  been  com- 
mitted within  the  limits  of  that  county,  in 
which  the  indictment  is  to  be  preferred,  and, 
by  a  jury  of  which,  the  trial  is  to  take  place. 
For  example,  some  meeting  or  consultation  for 
the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  objects  of  the 
treason,  must  be  proved  by  some  one  witness, 
to  have  been  held,  or  some  other  act  done  by 
the  party  or  parties,  meant  to  be  alTected  there- 
by, at  some  place  withm  this  county.  This  is 
merely  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  investing 
you,  the  jurors  of  this  county,  with  legal  cmn- 
petence  to  enquire  of  the  offence  charged. 
When  this  proof  is  made  out,  any  other  act,  in 
prosecution  of  the  same  species  of  treason, 
wheresoever  committed,  within  or  without  this 
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county,  and  by  whatever  witness  proved,  either 
the  same  or  a  different  one,  may  be  received 
in  evidence  without  objection:  1  mean  as  far  as 
respects  the  locality  of  such  acts. — The  law 
also  requires,  in  the  finding  of  indictments  by 
the  Grand  Jury,  in  the  first  instance,  as  well 
as  upon  the  trial  of  them  afterwards  by  another 
jury,  to  whom  that  province  belrngs,  that  proof 
of  overt-acts  shall  be  made  by  the  oath  of  two 
witnesses,  either  bnth  of  them  to  the  same 
overt- act,  or  one  of  them  to  one,  and  the  other 
of  them  to  another  overt-act,  of  the  same  spe- 
cies of  treason.  If,  however,  the  overt-act 
charged  should  be  "  of  any  direct  attempt," 
that  is,  of  any  attempt  really  made  against  his 
majesty's  person,"  whereby  his  life  might  be  en- 
dangered, or  his  person  suffer  bodily  harm,"  in 
that  case,  by  the  express  provision  of  a  Ute  sta- 
tute of  the  thirty-ninth  and  fortieth  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  the  person  charged  with  such 
direct  attempt,  "  may  be  indicted  and  tried 
in  the  same  manner,  and  according  to  the  same 
course  and  order  of  trial  in  every  respect,  and 
ujion  the  like  evidence,  as  if  such  person  stood 
clurged  form.urder."  lam  not,  however  aware, 
that  any  such  direct  attempt  is  likely  to  become 
the  subject  of  consideration  upon  the  present 
sccasion. —  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  suggest 
any  thing  further  to  you  as  to  the  frame  of  the 
indicttnent,  or  the  number  or  nature  of  the 
witnesses  by  whom  It  is  required  to  be  sup- 
ported. I  will,  however,  trespass  on  your  at- 
tention for  a  few  moments  longer,  upon  another 
subject,  to  which  it  has  not  been  hithero  drawn. 
I  mean,  as  to  the  probable  nature  and  quali-y, 
and  the  proper  legal  effect  of  those  acts  and  cir- 
cumi-tiuces,  w-hich  are  about  to  be  laid  before 
you  in  evidence — The  evitlence  of  accomplices, 
though  un quesrionably  competent,  is  to  be  re- 
ceived and  acted  upon  with  a  just  and  sober 
degree  of  jealousy  and  caution  ;  and,  tmless  the 
testimony  derived  from  this  source,  be  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  carry  internal  e\idence  of  its 
own  truth  along  with  it,  or  be  confirmed  by 
other  evidence  of  a  less-exceptionable  descrip- 
tion, it  affords  no  safe  and  satisfactory  ground 
for  conclusions,  by  which  the  lives,  fortunes, 
and  honour  of  others,  is  to  be  materially  affected. 
In  weighing,  therefore,  the  evidence  of  accom- 
plices, a  jury,  charged  with  a  dttermination  of 
those  important  issties  in  'heir  final  and  decisive 
result  will  expect  to  find  such  a  decree  of  con- 
sistency in  the  testimony  of  each  witness,  such 
a  degree  of  general  conformity  between  the 
different  relations  of  the  several  witnesses  col- 
lectively taken,  as  to  the  nature,  means,  and 
objects  of  the  conspiracies  such  a  degree  of  con- 
firmation from  other  collateral  and  concomitant 
faces  and  circumstances,  and  such  a  coincidence 
in  the  whole,  with  the  main  rules  of  ordinary 
probability,  by  which  our  belief  is  governed  in 
other  cases  ofa  similar  nature,  as  to  render  sub- 
stance of  the  details,  delivered  by  stich  wit- 
nesses, justly  credible  ;  and.  if  in  the  result, 
the  substance  of  the  facis  related  by  the  w't- 
nesses,  shall  appear  to  be  such  and  so  confiriri;J 
*  P 
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as  I  hive  above  described,  juries  will  act  upon 
them  as  deserving  of  that  credit,  which  their 
own  iiiiiids,  prucecding  with  the  salutary  degree 
of  caution  and  reserve  I  have  already  recom- 
iTiended,  shall  be  induced  to  give  them. — In 
applying  these  observations,  you  will  bear  in 
mind,  that  it  is  by  another  jury  that  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  the  persons  accused,  is  ulti- 
xnat-ly  to  be  decided  ;  and  th-^t  to  you  is  only 
conuTiitted  the  charge  of  diligently  attending 
and  prcn'iding,  in  th-j  first  instance,  that  a  rea- 
sonable and  probable  ground  of  guilt  be  made 
out,  sijfficient  to  warrant  you  in  putting  the 
persons  charged  therewith  upon  their  trial  bv 
that  jury,  which  is,  in  the  last  instance,  and 
upon  a  full  hearing  of  the  evidence  on  boch  sides, 
to  pronounce  a  final  verdict  of  condemniuion  or 
aquittal. — At  present,  it  is  onlynectssarv  toadd, 
in  order  to  obviate  any  misconception  on  the 
subject,  which  might  affect  the  discharge  of  your 
own  immediate  duty,  that  to  refuse  its  due  and 
proper  degree  of  credit  to  testimony,  drawn 
from  the  source  I  have  alluded  to,  would  be  to 
render  the  crime  of  ihe  conspirators,  and  the 
extent  of  ihe  conspiracy,  the  effectual  means  of 
its  o.vn  protection  and  impunitv.  A  principle 
of  distrust,  in  respect  to  the  evidence  of  accom- 
plices, pushed  to  so  extravagant  an  excess,  would 
be  equally  repugnant  to  the  obvious  dictates  of 
common  sense,  and  the  ordinary  rules  by  which 
criminal  justice  is  administered/^'^'* — If  the 
same  dtspcrate  chance  of  ultmiate  and  effectual 
success  in  the  object  of  the  conspiracv,  shall,  in 
your  judment,  appear  to  have  preceded  and  ac- 
companied this,  which  has  attended  many  other 
dangerous  and  equally  abortive  treasons,  you 
will,  on  that  account,  require  a  greater  degree 
of  evidence  to  prove  the  existence  of  aconspiracy, 
formed  and  nurtured  under  such  apparently 
hopeless  circumstances  ;  but  when  such  proof 
is  iTiade  to  your  satisfaction,  your  diffidence,  on 
this  head,  will  perhaps  be  succeeded  by  other 
Sentiments — by  those  of  surprise  and  horror. 
Of  surprise,  at  the  extravagant  boldness  of  the 
enterprise — and  of  horror,  at  tne  tremendous 
consequences  which  its  success  might  have  occa- 
sioned.— 'v«;-* — 

On  the  7th  of  February,  the  cause  was  open- 
ed by  the  Atiorney-GeneraU  who  was  followed 
by  Serjeant  Best  and  Mt.  Giirney  in  behalf  of 
the  prisoner,  and  the  Solicitor-General  for  the 
crown.  The  pleadings  being  closed,  and  the 
examinations  of  the  evidences  concluded,  lord 
Ellei  borough  pr-^ceeded  to  sum  up,  and  after 
some  prefatory  remarks,  spoke  as  follows: — The 
criaie  with  wh'ch  the  prisimser  is  chirged  is  the 
crime  of  High  Treason,  in  respect  of  which  he 
is  charged  with  three  distinct  and  substantive 
species  and  heads  of  that  crime  ;  one  of  them, 
Tiz.  that  of  compassing  and  imatiining  to  put 
the  king  to  death,  and  ih^  other  two  species  and 
heads  of  treasons,  viz,  conspiring,  compassing, 
devising,  and  intending  the  imprsonment  and 
restraint  of  the  person  of  the  king,  and  conspi- 
ring, compassing,  &c.  to  deprive  and  depose  ilie 
king  from  the  s  ile,  honour,  and  kingly  name 
of  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm.     Of  each  of 


these  several   species  of  treason,  there  are  eight 
distinct    overt-acts  charged    against   the  defen- 
dant, and  the  same  kind  and  description  of  acts 
are    specificaily    and   successively    charged    and 
assigned  in  this  indictment  as  overt-acts  of  each 
of  these  three  several  heads  of  treason.  —  The 
overt  acts,  or  in  other  words  the  open  deeds,   by 
which  the  treasonable  purposes    imputed   to  the 
defendant    arc  aliedged  to  have  been   manifested 
and  attempted  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  him 
are  :   First,  the  conbplringto  seduce  certain  sol- 
diers named  in  the    indictment  from  their  duty 
and  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  and  to  unite  with 
the  defendants  in  a  traitcr^ms  attempt  to  subvert 
the  government,   and  to   destroy  the  king.     Se- 
condly, the    ccmspiring  to  administer    tt)  certain 
persons    oaths    and    engagements    intended    to 
bind  them    tobeco.Tij  members    f.  and  to  as-^ist 
in   certain   traiterous   asscci.tions    and   confede- 
racies fjrined  for  tile  purpose  of  subverting,    by 
arms,  the  governinent,  and  deposing  .iind  destroy- 
ing the  kimr.     Thirdly,  the  obtaining,  procur- 
ing,   and    keeping    in   their   custody  cards    and 
papers  containing  the  form  of  oaths  and  engage- 
ments to  the  above  effect,    with  intent    to  admi- 
nister the  same  for  the  purposes  above-mention- 
ed,    fourthly,  the  actual  administering  of  such 
oaths  to  certain  persons  for  the   same   purpose. 
Fifthly,    the    meeting,    consulting,    conspiring, 
cnn<:enting,  and  agreeing,  by  laying  in  wait,  and 
by  attacking  the  person  of  the  king,  to  assassinate, 
kill,  and  murder  his  majesty,  and   threatening, 
proposing,  and  consulting  of  the  ways,  manner, 
and  means,   and  of  the  time  and  pi   ce  of  attack- 
ing his  majesty,  in  order  the  mute  easily  to  as- 
sassinate   and  kill  him.     Sixthly,  the    meeting, 
treating,  consulting,  and  conspiring,  with  force 
and    anns  to  attack  the  Bank    of  England   and 
Tower  of  London,  and  to  raise  insurrection,  re- 
bellion, and  waragainst  theking  wlthinthe  king- 
dom.    Seventhly,  the   meeting,  consulting,  and 
agreeing   to  procure  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  in 
order  the  more  effectually   to  attack    and   assas- 
sinate the  king.     The   eighth  and  last  ovcrt-act, 
consisting  in  a  similar  conspiracy  to  attack   the 
king  when   he    should    next  go  to  meet  the  par- 
liament ;  to  attack  and  seize  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, the  Tower  of  London,  and  the  arms  there- 
in ;     that   the    conspirators   should   arm    them- 
selves therewith    to    destroy  the   king's    force, 
and  to    stop  and   detain   the   mail  coaches,  as  a 
signal  and  notice  of  their  proceedings    to   other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and   as    an   incitement  to 
other  traitors  to  raise  and  make  insurrection,  re- 
bellion,   and    war   within   the    kingdom. — The 
principal  mischief  intended  to  be   effected,  and 
the    main  object   of  the    design  imputed    to  the 
conspirator  by  this  indictment,  is,  you  will  ob- 
serve, the  destruction  of  the  person  of  the  king, 
his    restraint  and    imprisonment,  or  his  depcsal 
from  his  royal  state  and  dignity  ;  and  all  or  some 
"f  these    treasonable    objects    are   stated    to  have 
been    attempted  to  be    effected    by  means  of  the 
various   consultations,     meetintjs,     seduction     of 
soldiers,  and   the    like,  which    I  have  been  de- 
tailing  to  you  from  the  indictment,  and  wh'ch 
'  have  betiii  the  subject  of  the  evidence  laid  before 
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you.  Before  I  state  the  evidence  adduced  on 
the  part  cf  rhe  crown,  in  proof  of  the  overt-acts 
laid  in  the  indictment,  which  you  ahxady  un- 
derstand to  me:in  certain  open  deeds  of  the  party, 
done  in  prosecution  of  the  treasonable  purposes 
imputed  to  him,  and  manifesting  the  existence 
of  such  purposes,  I  think  proper  to  state  a  w  ^rd 
or  two  upon  some  of  the  topics  which  have  been 
touched  upon  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  as 
to  the  quahty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  him,  and 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  proof  by  which  the 
charge  thereof  is  supported.  It  has  been  urged 
that  the  crime  consists  only  in  words,  and  that 
words  are  not  of  themselves  overt-ac-s  of  hi^h 
treason.  If  it  be  said  that  loose  words,  refer- 
rable  to  no  particular  design,  words  merely  ca- 
lumnious, or  seditious  words,  expressive  of  an 
irritated  and  angry  mind,  and  of  sentiments 
highly  indecent  and  criminal  in  a  subject  to. 
wards  liis  sovereign,  but  words  neither  indicat- 
ing or  conducing  to  the  execution  of  any  defi- 
nite purpose  of  a  treasonable  kind  on  his  own 
part,  nor  persuading  or  exciting  others  to  concur 
in  the  execution  thereof  on  theirs,  1  readily  ad- 
mit that  loose  words  of  this  description  are  not 
to  be  conisdered  as  constituting  overt-acts  c{  high 
treason,  and  that  it  would  be  too  much  to  infer 
from  the  careless,  thoueh  highly  blameable  use 
of  expressions  of  this  kind,  so  mischievous  and 
abominable  a  purpose  as  the  destruction  of  the 
king.  But  if  words  of  this  kind  are  used  at 
meetings  held  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  de- 
signs  of  a  treasonable  nature,  and  if  they  are 
addressed  to  persons  with  an  intent  to  excite 
and  to  confirm  them  in  the  prosecution  of  mea- 
sures which  have  for  their  declared  object  the 
assassinating  or  deposing  of  the  king  by  force 
and  arms,  and  where  words  are  the  immediate  ve- 
hicle by  which  treasons,  such  asthese,are  com- 
municated, and  by  which  they  are  to  be  carried 
into  full  completion  and  effect,  it  never  was, 
since  tlie  promulgation  of  law  in  this  land,  ever 
doubted  thit  words  of  this  nature,  uttered  fjr 
such  a  purpose,  at  such  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions, and  being  themselves  the  very  instruments 
and  means  of  exciting  other  persons  to  take  part 
in  measures  which  has  for  their  e;.d  and  object 
the  personal  destruction  of  the  king,  were  in 
their  very  nature  and  essence  the  clearest  and 
iTust  absolute  overt-acts  of  high  treason  that 
can  be  stated.  This  point  never  yet  admitted 
of  a  doubt  ;  it  never  was  questioned — it  never 
can  be  so. — Another  subject  has  been  discussed 
before  you,  respecting  the  credit  due  to  the 
testimony  of  accomplices,  which  is  certainly  a 
ni:itter  of  nice  and  delicate  consideration.  That 
an  accomplice  is  a  competent  witness,  and  that, 
if  he  is  believed,  you  may,  upon  his  evidence, 
found  the  most  important  conclusions,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  You  see  him  stand  before  you 
sworn  as  a  vyitness  :  if  he  had  not  been  compe- 
tent, if  he  were  a  person  standing  under  such 
circumstances  as  to  be  wholly  unworthy  of  cre- 
dit, it  would  have  been  a  dereliction  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  us  who  sit  here  ;  it  would  have  been 
a  tf'jss  dereliction  of  du'y  in  those,  who  have, 
on  former  occasions,  occupied  similar   scats  in 


other  courts  of  criminal  justice,  when  witnesses 
of  the  same  description  have  been  called  before 
them,  not  to  repel  such  witnesses  at  cnce  from 
the  book  on  which  they  were  about  to  be  sworn, 
and  to  tell  the  country  thu  they  ought  not  to  be 
received  ; — but  they  arc  and  always  have  beea 
received.  Tlieir  testimony,  however,  is  to  be 
received  and  acted  upon  with  an  attentive  and 
scrupulous  consideration  of  its  merit  and  value  : 
in  each  particular  instance,  they  c  me  sullied 
with  some  degree  of  contamination,  by  a  parti- 
cipation in  the  very  crime  they  impute  toothers;, 
but  the  witness  vv'ho  comes  thus  prima  facie  coti- 
taminated,  may  be  so  confirmed  by  the  consis- 
tency and  clearness  of  his  own  narration,  and 
still  more  by  its  conformiiy  to  and  coincidence 
v.'ith  the  substance  of  the  testimony  delivered  by 
others,  not  likely  to  have  conspired  with  him  \\\ 
the  crime  itself,  or  to  have  had  the  means  of 
concerting  and  colluding  with  him  as  to  the 
matter  of  his  testimony,  and  still  more,  if  such 
a  witness  is  found  to  be  confirmed  by  a  va- 
riety of  collateral  and  independent  facts  and 
circumstances,  involving  the  names,  characters, 
and  transactions  of  multitudes  of  persons,  and 
if,  at  last,  the  whole  of  his  testimony  should  ap- 
pear to  be  broken  in  upon  by  no  one  fact  of 
contrary  testimony,  during  a  discussion  and 
hearing  occupying  so  many  hours  as  this  has 
done,  and  in  the  course  of  which  the  names  of 
so  many  persons  have  been  brought  forward  as 
actors  in  very  extraordinary  scenes,  de'^cribed  as  • 
having  passed  in  so  many  places,  1  say,  if  the 
entire  narrative  as  to  persons,  places,  and  things, 
not  in  itself  inconsistent  or  improbable,  should 
ultimately  appear  to  be  falsified  in  no  instance 
whatever,  in  such  case,  a  person  originally- 
standing  under  some  degree  of  doubt  and  sus- 
picir'nfrom  the  nature  of  his  situation,  and  from 
the  quality  of  his  testimony,  becomes,  at  last, 
entitled  to  be  believed  in  the  fullest  manner, 
accredited  and  confirmed  as  he  then  is  in  ths 
matter  of  his  testimony,  by  such  a  body  of  coU 
lateralevidence,  as  I  have,  by  way  of  supposition, 
assumed,  and  you  inay  probably  consider  as  hav- 
ing been  given  in  the  present  instance.  In  the 
case  of  Charnock,  one  of  the  conspirators  in  the 
assassination  plot  in  the  time  of  William  the 
Third,  which  has  been  cited  to  you  by  the 
counsel' for  the  crown,  Lord  Holt  says,  that 
"  conspiracies  are  deeds  of  darkness  as  well  as 
of  wickedness,  the  discovery  whereof  can  pro- 
perly come  only  from  the  conspirators  them- 
selves ;"  and  that  the  evidence  of  accomplices 
"  has  always  been  allowed  good  pri.of  in  ail 
ages,  and  they  are  the  most  proper  witnesses, 
for  otherwise  it  is  hardly  possible,  if  not  al- 
together impossible,  to  hne  a  full  proof  of  such 
secret  contrivances,"  and,  he  add?,  "  such  dis- 
coveries are  to  be  encouraged  in  all  government?, 
without  vvhich  there  can  be  no  safety."  Besides 
the  connexion  and  communication  with  the 
treason,  it  may  be  different  in  different  indivi- 
duals ;  in  some  it  may  be  such  as  only  to  con- 
stitute a  case  of  rnisprision  of  treason,  or  it 
maybe  treason,  if  the  concealment  of  and  ap -_ 
par'.nt  concurrence    in  ;he  acts  and  propov..  :i  ot 
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others  wis  such,  as  to  afford  actual  treasonable 
measures  propoied.  Such  conduct  would,  in 
that  case,  implicate  the  person  in  the  crime,  as 
a  principal  in  the  high  treason,  and  not  merely 
as  a  party  guiUy  of  mispriiion,  by  concealing 
the  objcLts  of  a  traiterous  conspiracy,  after  full 
knowlcdi^e  cf  them.— But  there  is  another  class 
of  persons,  which  cannot  properly  be  considered 
as  coniing  within  the  descriptiun,  or  as  partak- 
in::^  of  the  crimintl  contaniinaiion  ;  accom- 
plices, I  mean  persons,  cnterinii  into  commu- 
nication with  the  conspirators,  with  an  original 
purpose  of  discovering  their  secret  designs,  and 
disclosing  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
1  he  existence  of  such  orignial  purpose  on  their 
part,  is  best  e^'inced  by  a  conduct,  which  pre- 
cludes them  from  ever  wavering  in  or  swerv- 
ing  from  the  di^chnrge  of  their  duty,  if  they 
might  otherwise  be  disposed  so  to  do,  as  m  the 
case  of  one  wlio  bound  hnn^elf  to  his  duty  by 
an  early  communicaton  to  another  ;  and  re- 
ceived from  him  directions  as  to  ihe  steps  which 
he  sh  mid  afterwards  pursue,  if  he  entered  into 
and  continued  in  the  apparent  prosecution  of 
the  purposes  of  the  conspiracy  ;  with  this  view 
and  object  he  is  not  an  accomplice,  although, 
perhaps,  a  great  degree  of  objections  or  disfa- 
vour may  attach  to  him  on  other  grounds,  for 
certainly  no  person  of  very  delicate  feelings, 
would  choose  to  go  on  from  day  to  day,  appa- 
rently forwarding  the  purposes  of  a  conspiracy, 
in  order  that  he  might  afterwards  disclose  it  and 
bring  the  parties  concerned  in  it  to  justice  ;  but 
still,  whatever  may  be  the  merit  or  demerit  of 
this  species  of  conduct  on  other  grounds,  it  is 
not  the  case  of  an  accomplice. — Having  made 
these  observations  to  you,  as  to  the  nature  of 
accomplices  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
accomplices  may  justly  be  considered  as  credible 
vvimcsses,  and  which  observations  you  will  of 
course  apply,  as  far  as  they  are  justly  applicable 
to  the  witnesses  in  question,  beheving  theirstory, 
if  It  is  consistent  and  probable  in  itself,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  testimony  of  others,  and  stiil  more, 
much  of  that  confirmation  be  derived  from  pure 
and  unsuspected  sources,  and  disbelieving  it 
if  it  be  inconsistent,  improbable,  and  uncon- 
firmed bv  other  evidence. —  '-■'■^* —  Here  his 
lo'-dship  having  summed  up  the  evidence  pro- 
ceeded.— This  is  all  the  evidence  thdt  has  been 
given  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutic^n.  Gentle- 
men, you  were  very  properly  told  that  this  case 
does  not  involve  any  question  of  Jaw.  1  have 
already  observed  to  you,  upon  the  point  that 
was  made  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  name- 
ly, that  this  was  a  case  of  treason,  where  ihe 
overt-acts  proved  consisted  merely  in  words,  and 
that  mere  words  could  not  amount  to  an  ovei  t- 
act  of  treason,  if  th's  evidence  is  true,  besides 
the  otheroverts-actsof  meetings  and  consultations 
seduction  <.f  soldiers,  administering  of  these  un- 
lawful oaths  for  the  purposes  of  this  conspiracy  ; 
the  words  were  used  as  the  means,  instruments, 
and  vehicles,  for  carryuig  the  avowed  treason- 
able objects  of  the  parties  into  effect,  by  pro- 
p  sing,  arranging,  and  settling  a  plan  for 
stizini;   the  Tower   and   the  Bank,  in   the  first 


instance,  and  for  a<:sassinating  his  majesty, 
and  overturning  the  constitution  in  the  second. — 
To  the  observations  made  by  the  defendant's 
counsel  respecting  the  testimony  of  accomplices, 
1  hive  already  adverted.  It  is  singular  enough 
that  they  expressly  admit  that  a  traiterous  scheme 
and  conspiracy  did  exist  somewhere  ;  but  wish 
you  to  believe,  the  prisoner  at  the  bit  never 
concurred  in,  or  was  a  pirty  to  such  conspiracy. 
If  there  be  treason,  wh  ise  treason  is  it  if  it  be 
not  his  ?  If  he  be  nvt  the  trnitor,  who  are  the 
persons  that  are  so  ?  If  the  witnesses  are  worthy 
of  credit  to  the  extent  of  proving  the  existence 
of  the  treason  itself,  why  are  they  not  also 
worthy  to  be  believed  as  to  the  persons  of  the 
traitors  r  The  safer  and  more  consistent  course 
would  certainly  have  been  to  deny,  lo  their  tes- 
timony, all  credit  whatsoever,  either  as  it  estab- 
lished the  crime,  or  as  it  atfected  the  supposed 
criminal.  If  indeed,  they  were  unwortiiy  of 
credit  in  the  general  course  and  liabits  of  their 
lives,  and  have  so  demedued  th.-mseives  that  they 
were  not  eniitled  to  be  believed  upon  their  oaths, 
it  was  not  only  competent  and  highly  proper 
for  the  prisoner  to  have  called  persons  to  prove 
that  the  witnesses  produced  against  hiui  were 
persons  wholly  unworthy  of  credit,  and  not  fie 
to  be  believed  upon  their  oaths.  Persons  tried 
for  high  treason  being,  in  possession  of  the  names 
of  all  tiie  witnesses  to  be  brought  against  them, 
for  more  iluin  ten  days  before  their  arraignnient, 
have  ample  and  more  convenient  means  of  con- 
fronting or  discrediting  witucbses,  than  any 
other  description  ■  f  persons  v/ho  are  the  objects 
of  accusation  and  trial  ;  with  all  the^e  advan- 
tages of  the  law  in  his  favour,  no  evidence  of 
that  kind  however  has  been  offered,  or  attempted 
to  be  offered,  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  against 
anyone  of  all  these  several  witnesses  ;  ihey  stand 
therefore  before  you  not  impeached,  or  evea 
attempted  to  be  impeached,  in  the  Uiual  and  or- 
dinary way  in  whxh  witnesses  grossly  unworthy 
of  credit  are,  properly  attacked  and  discredited. 
As  to  the  objection  that  the  bulk  of  the  evidence 
given  in  this  case  proceeds  from  accomplices,  it 
IS  certainly  true,  that  the  evidence  in  thii  case 
rests  principally  (as  in  some  cases  it  due^  and 
must  almost  entirely)  upon  the  evidence  of  ac- 
complices. What  was  said  by  L.ord  H.4t  in  the 
trial  of  Charnock,  Keys,  and  King,  in  the 
state  trials  alluded  to  by  the  Solicitor  General, 
comprises,  in  a  few  words,  the  good  sense  and  the 
law  upon  the  subject.  "  It  is  certainly,"  says 
Lord  Holt,  "  a  very  hard  matter,  if  not  impos- 
''  sible,  to  discover  crimes  of  ihis  nature,  if  the 
''  accomplices  in  those  crimes  shall  not  be  al- 
'•  low.d  to  be  good  witnesses  against  their  tel- 
"  low  conspirators."  And  in  answer  to  an  ob- 
jection cf  the  prisoner,  "  that  though  an  ac- 
"  complice  was  a  legal  witness,  he  was  not  a 
"  good  one  ;"  Lord  Holt  a  ids,  "  he  is  a  very 
"  good  witness,  if  he  be  a  legal  witness,  but 
"  the  credit  of  what  he  says,  in  all  other  cases, 
"  must  be  left  to  the  jury,  who  are  judges  of 
"  the  matter  of  fact,  and  of  the  credibili:^  of 
"  witnesses."  In  that  case  the  three  most,  and 
I  may  say   almost   the  only  material  witnesses,  ^ 
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were  all  of  them,  principal  conspirators  in  the 
treason  ;  though  one  of  them,  Pcnclcrcr..ft, 
drtw  back  tvirly,  fr  .m  a  detestation  of  the 
intended  meas.ire  of  assassinating  the  king  ; 
and  there  was  no  such  confirmatory  evidence  of 
persons  not  conce  ned  in  the  criminal  project, 
as  has  bten  prod  ictd  upon  the  present  occasion. 
You  have  had  proof  ftom  severnl  persons  of 
their  meeting  at  pub.ic  iiouses  ;  in  one  instance, 
the  landlord  of  th;  Coach  and  Horses,  in  High- 
street,  Whitechapel,  who  was  present,  confirms 
not  only  the  circiinistance  of  their  being  at  his 
house,  but  vario.is  otlicr  particulars  related  by 
W  mdsor,  as  having  passed  on  that  occasion; 
and  which  are  also  further  confirmed  by  the 
two  soldiers,  Campbell  and  Dean,  who  were 
also  present,  and  invited  by  the  prisoner  to  par- 
take of  tlie  bread  and  cheese  he  had  sent  out  for. 
Windsor  and  Emblin  are  most  materially  con- 
firmed by  the  landlady  of  anoth-r  public- house, 
who  ovtrheard  those  very  extraordinary  and 
marked  txpresMons  cf  the  prisoner  respecting 
his  heart  being  callous,  which  you  cannot  have 
forgot.  So  that  in  this  case,  such  of  the  wit- 
nesses as  are  properly  accomplices,  hive  been 
Confirmed  in  a  manner  in  which  they  have  hardly 
ever  yet  been  confirmed  in  other  cases.  Some 
of  those  who  have  been  called  accomplices,  are 
not  strictly  speaking  such.  If  Windsor  entered 
into  this  scheme  with  the  original  purpose  of 
making  a  timely  discovery  of  the  mischief,  and 
that  he  did  so,  iiis  immediate  communiLation  to 
Mr.Bownas,  the  advice  he  received  from  him  for 
his  conduct  in  the  business,  his  subsequent  vo- 
luntary communication  to  Mr.  Stafford,  his  vo- 
luntary appearance  at  Union  Hall  the  next  day, 
his  uncompclled  discoveries  appear  very  sti  ongly 
to  indicate  ;  upon  that  supposition,  I  say,  he  is 
not  strktiy  an  accomplice.  Though  the  con- 
cern he  had  in  the  business  in  continuing  so 
long,  and  mixing  so  intimately,  and  fowarding 
with  so  much  apparent  good  will  and  alacrity, 
the  objects  of  tlie  conspiracy,  certaiply  exhibit 
him  to  you  as  a  person  of  no  very  delicate  cha- 
racter and  feelings  ;  and  if  the  testimony  he 
gives  had  been  mattrially  confirmd,  as  it  has 
been,  and  if  his  general  credibility  as  a  witness 
upon  oath,  had  also  been  impeached  \v,:h  ef- 
fect, I  should  certainiy  have  advised  you  to  pause 
upon  the  testimony  of  this  witness,  and  to 
think  well  of  the  degree  of  credit  you  ought  to 
give  it,  before  you  believed  it.  Emblin  teccives, 
you  will  recollect,  confirmation  from  IVIrs.  Plow- 
man, as  to  the  meetings  at  her  house  on  the 
12th  of  Nov.  and  the  memorable  language  used 
by  Col.  Dcspard  there,  as  v/ell  as  Windsor  does; 
and  Emblin  is  neither  contradicted  or  discre- 
dited in  this,  or  any  other  part  of  his  story. 
if  then  a  treasonable  conspiracy  fur  the  imputed 
purposes  existed  at  all,  and  it  is  admitted  that 
it  did,  \•A\^  IS  the  traitor  if  the  prisoner  be  not 
the  person.  He  is  foun  i  in  a' society,  which, 
from  his  former  situation  in  life,  his  former 
character  and  habits,  seems  to  have  been  most 
"unfit  for  him,  and  ougiit  certainly  to  have  been 
most  distasteful  to  him.  An  oPicer,  heretofore, 
of  CfBiiderable  rank   and   command  in  his  ma- 


jesty's service,  is  found  in  daily  conversatioa 
with  soldiers  of  the  lowest  class,  at  public- 
houses  of  the  meanest  resort,  in  cojipany  with 
the  commonest  workmen  and  labourers,  yet  no 
account  is  attempted  to  be  given  of  the  reasons 
which  brought  him  to  ttuse  places,  or  mixed 
hilt!  in  this  extraordinary  sort  of  society.  What, 
it  may  be  atked,  ltd  him  to  ih-  Flying  Hurse, 
at  Newii'.gton  ?  What  to  the  Oakley  Arms  ? 
What  to  Tower  Hill  ?  What  to  the  Coach 
and  Horses,  at  W  h.techape!  r  What  induced 
him  to  s'.t  down  there  with  such  men  as  Wind- 
sor, Winterboitijm,  the  two  soldiers,  and  Her- 
ron  ?  What,  to  partake  wuh  some,  and  ttj 
offer  to  other-.,  the  humbie  faic  he  sent  for  upon 
that  occasion  r  vV  hat  hiinourable  eud  or  pur- 
pose could  he  aim  at  promoting  by  such  de- 
grading intercourse  and  connexions  r  If  there 
were  any  end  or  purpose  which  he  could  safely 
avow,  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  have  shewn 
it  ill  evidence  to  you.  But  has  he  explained  in 
evidence,  or  even  attempted  to  explain  in  argu  • 
ment,  the  motive  of  so  extraordinary  a  conduct. 
Have  his  counsel  offered  one  plausible  excuse  for 
his  presence  on  tluse  occasions.  On  the  contrary, 
you  are  left  without  ihe  shadow  of  a  reason,  apo- 
logy, or  excuse,  suggested  on  his  hehalt,  to  le- 
sist  the  inferences  naturally  resulting  from  such  a 
conduct  as  his,  as  vsell  as  you  can.  He  af- 
fords you  no  assistance  on  this  head,  nor  la 
any  dcgiee  enables  you  to  draw  a  more  lenieut 
and  favourable  ccucliision  from  these  tacts,  tliaa 
what  ihcy  seem  to  suggest  to  you.  It  would  hav« 
been  matter  of  fireat  satisfaction  to  me,  to  have 
been  furnished  witii  some  materials  of  explana- 
tion to  iay  before  you  on  the  part  of  the  defen- 
dant, to  account  tor  all  these  apparent  unto- 
ward circunistdnces,  but  I  am  furnished  with  none. 
The  case,  as  frir  as  I  am  atile  to  discover,  conta,ins 
none.  The  only  evidence  olTered  on  his  bthalf, 
is,  as  to  his  character,  and  that  is,  as  applied  to 
the  particular  point  of  time  which  it  respects,  as 
high  and  unexceptionable  as  can  be  given  of  any 
human  being. — **** — Here  his  lonhhip  stated  the 
evidence  ivhich  had  h-een  given  hi  favour  of  C^^L  Dss- 
farJ'i  ck.iratter.  —  Now,  Gentlemen,  this  is  the 
whole  of  the  evidence,  on  the  one  side  and  the 
other  ;  the  first  thing  necessary  to  be  seen  and 
attended  to  is,  that  theie  has  been  an  oveit-act 
of  some  one  of  the  irtasons  charged  in  the  in- 
dictment proved  by  some  one  witness  to  have 
been  committed  within  th?  local  limits  of  this 
county.  The  next  is,  that  there  be  two  wicnefses 
to  the  same  overt— act,  or  one  witness  to  one, 
and  another  witness  to  another  overt-act  of  the 
same  species  of  treason.  Now  the  meetings  and 
consultations  at  these  several  piaccs,  and  the 
transactions  which  passed  there,  if  the  witnesses 
to  them  are  believed,  are  all  spoken  to  by  more 
than  two  witnesses,  so  that  the  competence  and 
sufficiency  of  the  proof  to  biing  theca^e  in  point 
of  locality  of  crime,  and  the  number  of  witnesses 
necessary  to  proof  it  according  to  the  requititioa 
of  tile  .^tatute,  are  pci  fectly  satisfied. —  i  he  only 
temainir.g  question  for  your  consideration  is, 
whether  you  believe  the  evidence  of  Emblin,  of 
Francis  *,  of  Blades,  and  of  Windsor,  all  or  whicli 

*  Francis,  in  the  course  of  his  testimony  states 
tliat  on  a  certain  day,  conversing  with  Despard 
coocernifl^    the   taking  of  she  Tower,   Despard 
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of  them,  as  to  any  one  of  these  meetings,   con- 
versations, or    actings   ini[)utcd   by   them    to  the 
prisoner  at  the  h;ir.     If  you  believe  Windior  and 
Emblin,   the  guilt  is  made  out  beyond    a   possibi- 
lity of  question  ;   if  you  have  any  hesitation  about 
believing   them,    look  at  the  confirmation  wliich 
attends  thcni.  first,  where  is  this  person  actually 
taken  ?     He  is  taken   at    the   very    place,  and  in 
company   with    the  very   persons,  at    which    and 
with   whom,  according    to    the    account  of  these 
witnesses,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  meeting,  convers- 
ing, and  consulting  foi  these  purposes  ;  the   men 
found   with   him  are   taken  with   this    very    fur- 
niture and  apparatus    of  mischief  about    them,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  I  mean  the  piinted 
copies  of  these    abominable  oaths  ;   he    is    appre- 
hended almost   in   the  act  and  attitude   of  com- 
mand, and  the  rest  who  where  present  in   the  act 
of  obeying  him.     You  recollect  that    when  the  of- 
ficers  came  in  he  advises  the  company  to  go   out 
of  the  room  one  and  all  ;  that  he  marches  towards 
the  door,  and   they  all    rise    and   follow  him.     In 
addition   to   these   circumstances,  you  find   those 
various  circumstances   of  confirmation    scattered 
ihiough   the    evidence    upon    which    I    have  ob- 
served already  ;  m  the  instance  of  Windsor,  you 
find  that  lie,  ou  the  i  2th  of  Nov.  is  introduced  by 
Broughton   to  Col.  Despard,  at    the  Flying  Horse, 
Newington  ;  this    meeting  of  these    parties,    and 
the  circumstances  attending   it,  are   also    proved 
by  the  landlady.     The    prisoner    desires  Windsor 
to  meet  him  at   the  Tower,  on  Monday,  the  ic;th 
of  Nov. ;  he  raeeis  him,  he  goes  to  the  Two  Bells, 
at  Whitechapel  ;   this  stands  only  on  the  evidence 
of  Windsor  himself,    but  as  to   the    meeting   on 
that  day,  and   abjut  the  same  time   at    the  Coach 
and  Horses,    Whitechapel,    he    is    confirmed  hy 
Walker,   the  landlord,  and  by  Campbell  and  Dean, 
the  soldiers,  who  are   all  totally  unconnected  with 
the  conspiracy,  and    are  perfectly  indlllerent  wit- 
nesses ;  and   they  confirm  Windsor  substantially, 
and  With  no  very  mateiial  difference,  as  to  all  such 
factb   and  circumstances  as  happened  there  uuder 
their  immediate  notice  and  observation,   so  that  if 
he  is  believed   there  is  an  end  i)f  the  question,    for 
then    he,  with   any  one    of  these  other  indifrereut 
witnesses,  constitute  two  witnesses  to  an  overt-act 
of  treason  ;  if  Emblin   and  Windsor  are  believed, 
there  is  afQrtlcvi  and  end  of  the  question,  and  the 
law,  which  requires    two  witnesses,  either  one   to 
one  overt-act  and   anoth.er   to   another    oveit-act 
of  the  same   species   of  treason,  or  two  witnesses 
to  the   same  overt-act,  will  have  been  most  abun- 
dantly   satisfied.     It  will   be   for    you  to  say  what 
credit  you  give  to  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses, 
taking  at  the  same  time    into   your   consideration 
the  character  that  has  been  given   of  the  prisoner, 
which  il  it  had    been  given  by  the  witnesses  with 
full  means  of  knowledge  of  all  that    belonged    to 
It,  down  to   a  much  later  period  of  time,    so  as 
to  be   considered  as  exhibiting  the  continued  and 
actual    habits  of  life   and  conduct  of  this  gentle- 
man,   he     would    have    stood    before  you    most 
strongly    supported    indeed    against    any   imputa- 
tion  ot  disloyalty  that  could  have  been  cast  upon 
hira.     Whether  any  malignant    change  of  dispo- 
sition  has    been    fatally    wrought     in    him  since 
the  termination  of  his  acquaintance  with   the  no- 
ble lord  and  sir  Alured  Clarke,  we  know  not  ;   we 
can  only   look  to   the   plain  evidence  of  external 
acts,  to  the  uncontradicted   Iiistory  of  his  recent 

said  ''that   nothing  could  be  done    that  iny,    be- 
"  cause  .'v   ex^eded  montj  and  neiui  from  France.'' 


conduct  which  is  now  before  us.  If  you  believe 
all)  the  witnesses  to  be  generally  unworthy  of 
credit,  or  if  in  the  particular  facts  sworn  to  by 
them  you  cannot  bring  yourselves  to  believe 
Windsor  and  Emblin,  Francis  and  Blades,  uot- 
v/i.hstanding  the  confirmation  they  have  all  re- 
ceived from  so  many  various  sources,  then  this 
person  ought  to  be  exempted  from  the  conse- 
quences of  the  charge  made  upon  him  :  but  if 
you  do  believe  them,  I  am  afraid  in  that  case, 
that  as  there  is  no  doubt  upon  any  question  of 
law,  so  neither  will  there  be  much  room  for 
doubt  upon  any  of  the  questions  of  fact,  which 
are  now  fully  left  to  you,  for  your  consideration. 
The  jury  withdrew  and  returned  in  about  2  S 
minutes  with  a  verdict  of  Guilty,  but  recommend- 
ed the  prisoner  to  mercy,  on  account,  of  the 
high  testimonials  of  former  good  character  and 
eminent  services. 

Kjng's  Bemch.~-The  King  t;.  Peltier. — Fclf.ii, 
This  71V15  a  prosecution  brought  hy  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral upon  information  against  the  Defendant  for  a  libel  an 
Buonaparte.  Fsr  more  particu'ar  information  reipectin  <r 
this  curious  trial,  see  diffcr'nt  parts  of  the  Register,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Indev. — The  cause  was  opened  by 
ths  Attorney-General,  who,  after  some  introduc- 
tory observations  proceeded  as  follows. — For  what 
brings  me  here  now  befotc  you  is  this:  I  prose- 
cute this  publication  as  a  libel,  because,  I  say,  it 
has  a  tendcDcy  to  endanger  the  secufity,  the  tran- 
quillity, and  the  peace  ot  the  country  ;  that  is  the 
chdige  that  biings  me  here;  that  is  the  charge 
that  brings  the  defendant,  here.  And,  gentlemen, 
if  I  am  right  in  staling,  that  the  charge  will  be 
supported  by  this  information  ;  and  if  you  should 
go  along  with  me  in  thinking  the  defendant 
guilty  of  that  charge,  when  the  question  shall 
come  for  consideration,  what  the  punishment 
^hall  be  on  the  person  who  is  found  guilty  ;  if  it 
should  occur  to  my  learned  friend,  fiom  the  in- 
structions of  his  client,  that  the  legal  proceedings 
of  the  first  Court  of  Justice  in  this  country  shall 
be  made  the  vehicle  of  slander,  shall  be  made  the 
means  of  aggravating  that  cfTence,  and  giving 
greater  weight  and  extension  to  the  libel  1  prose- 
cute, 1  think  I  should  ill  discharge  my  duty  to  the 
Public,  that  I  should  ill  discharge  my  duty  to  the 
lionour  and  the  character  of  the  English  adminis- 
tration of  law,  if  I  did  not  press  it  to  the  conri- 
deration  of  the  Court  in  inflicting  that  punish- 
ment;  if  I  did  not  take  the  liberty  to  remind 
them,  that  they  should  take  care,  that  where  the 
proceedings  of  a  court  of  justice  were  made  the 
vehicle  of  that  mischief  thcv  v/ere  intended  to 
repress,  the  punishment  inflicted  should  mark, 
not  only  to  France,  but  to  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, and  to  the  world,  that  a  British  Court  of  Jus- 
tice will  not,  with  impunity,  allow  its  proceed- 
ings to  become  the  means  of  such  extended  defa- 
mation.— *  *  * — This  is  aot  the  prosecution  of 
a  publication,  which  may  be  laying  before  the 
world  an  historical  narration  of  events  which  may 
have  taken  place  in  a  neighbouring  country, 
where  those  events  may,  or  may  not,  be  accom- 
panied with  cii'cumstances,  with  just  reflections 
on  the  conduct  and  eharacteis  of  the  persons 
who  may  have  been  the  actors  in  the  different 
scenes.  This  is  not  a  prosecution  meaning  to 
bring  to  punishment  the  author  of  a  narration  of 
historical  truth,  which  should  not  be  complained 
of  when  written  in  the  spirit  of  history,  thougli  it 
may  give  pain  to  others,  if  it  be  written  with  au 
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honest  zeal,  though  even   with    some   degree  of  I  course  of  peace  which  subsisted  between  tliem,  I 


freedom   appioaching  to   licentiousness.     Nor 
it  a  prosecution  for  a  piece  of  flippancy,  ot  inso- 
lence or  impudence  on   those  who  are  the  objects 
of  it,  and  on  which  account  it    might  be  treated 
with  contempt.     But  it  is  the  case  of  a  prosecu- 
tion bunging  into  notice  a  publiraiion,  which,  as 
jt  seems  to  me,  must  be  considered  originally,  and 
from  the  first,  as  a  libel  .uul  defamation,  that  h;.s 
defrtmatirn  for  its  sole  object,  or  at   least  for  its 
best  object,  and  its  general  object.     The  farthei 
object  of  it,  I  tiiink  I  shall  satisfy  you,  is  to  excite 
the  subjects  of  that  magistrate  who:Ti   our  country 
recognizes,  and   with   whom   our    couii'ty  is    at 
peace,  to   excite   the  subjects  of  that   country  to 
rebel  against  their  chief  magistrate,   clef..i.io,  and 
farth-  r  to  excite  them  to  his  assassination  and  to 
his  niutder. — That  being    the  general  object  and 
character,   which   I   ascribe  to  the   publication   I 
prosecute,  I  have  to  state  to  you,  mote  paiticular- 
Iv,  th.n  it  is  charged  by  this  prosecution  as  hav- 
ing been    published  with  the  intention  of  traduc- 
ing  and   dctaming  Napoleon  Buonaparte  ;  who  is 
stated,  as  he  is  known  to  be,  the  First  Consul  and 
<}hTef  Magistrate  of  France;  between  whom   and 
this  country,  at  the  time  of  the  publication,  there 
was,  and  continues  to  be,  peace  and  amity.    That 
it  was   published  with  the   intention  of  bringing 
him  into  hatred  and  contempt,  not  only  with  the 
subjects  of  this  country,   but  with  the  subjects  of 
his  own  ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  ex:iting  the  sub- 
jects of  that  country  to  rebel  against  him,  and  to 
remove  him  from  the  situation  of  powei,   which 
he  held  ;  and  farther,   that  it  was   published  with 
the  intention  of  excitin  •  lo  his  assassination  and 
his  death,  and  likewise  with  the  intention  of  dis- 
turbing and  interrupting  that  peace  which  exists 
between  that  country  and  this.     With  this  inten- 
tion it  is  charged   to  have  been  published  ;  with 
thii  tendency  it  is   characterized  as    having  been 
published. — Having   stated  the  outlines  and   na- 
ture of  this  case  as  to  the  state  of  the  question  on 
the  law,   I   do  not  think   I  am  at  all  called  on  to 
state  any  general  principle  of  law  which  may  ap- 
ply,  or  at   least  strictly  to  define  to  what   extent 
the  government  of  a  country,   at  peace  with  our 
own,  may  lawfully  be  made  the   suhject  of  ani- 
madversion.    I  am  not   now  called  upon  to   lay 
down   such   a  definition,   but    undoubtedly  thcfe 
are  some  broad  distinctions  on  the  subject.   I  have 
no  difficulty  in  laying  down  this  :   for  instance,   I 
think  no   man   can  suppose   that  I  mean   to  con- 
tend, that  any  publication  professing  to  consider 
the  conduct  of   a   foreign   government   at   peace 
with  us,   would   be  a  libel ;   which,   if  applied   to 
the  government  of  our  own  country,  would  not  be 
deemed  to  be  such.     Though  the  province  of  the 
historian  be  the  detail  of  facts,  yet  if  he  introduc- 
ed the  fair  discussion  of  the  politician,  or  of  the 
pliilosnpher,  on   the  facts  and  events  he  detailed, 
even   this,   unquestionably,  published    faiily  and 
bona  fide,  and  not  as  a  cover  for  slander  and  defa- 
mation :   such  a  publication  I  should  certainly  ne- 
ver think  of  deeming  the  subject  of  prosecution. 
}^ut,   if  the  case  be   this ;  if  defamation  be  the 
sole  object  of  this  publication,  and  if  the  publica- 
tion has  the  necessary,  the  direct  tendency  of  ex- 
citing that  degree  of  jealousy  and  hatred   in  the 
country    to    which    the    publication    is    directed 
against  the   country  from  which  it   issues,  and  to 
alienate  the  di.pu.-itions  of  that  rciantrv  from  our 
own,  and  consequently  to  interrupt  the  inter- 


think  it  is  not  likely  any  lawyer  will  stand  u\t 
and  say  such  a  publication  is  not  a  libel,  and  that 
the  author  of  it  ought  not  to  be  punished  ;  but 
even  that  is  not  this  otTence.  The  olFcnce  htic 
charged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  defendant 
is  this,  that  his  publicatifm  ib  a  direct  incitement 
and  exhortation  to  the  people  of  the  French  Re- 
public to  rise  up  in  arms  againt  iheir  First  Consul 
and  Chief  Magistrate,  to  arrest  the  power  from 
the  hands,  in  which,  clepcfo,  it  is  placed,  and  to 
take  away  the  life  of  a  man  who  preside  over 
them.  Is  it  possible  we  can  have  any  dillitulty 
in  supporting  this  proposition,  that  such  a  pub- 
lication is  an  ofTence  against  the  law  of  this  coun- 
try ? *     *     *     * — I  stated  to  you,  at  first,  what 

I  conceived  to  be  the  object  and  tendency  of  this 
work  ;  and  now  let  me  put  it  to  you,  whether  you 
do   not  think,   with   me,   this   is  a  crime  ii;   this 
conntrv  ?    'Whether  the  exhortation  to  assassina- 
tion, in  time  of  peace,  is  not  a  very  high  oflcnce  ? 
If  it  weie  in  time  of  war,   I  should  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  stating,  that  there  is  something  so  base, 
so  disgraceful  ;  there  is   something  so  contrary  to 
everything,  that   belongs   to  »he  character  ot  an 
Erglibhman  ;  there  is    swmething  so   immoral  in 
the"idea  of  assassination,  that  the  exhortation  to 
assassinate  this,   or   any   other  Chief  Magistrate, 
would   be  a  crime  against  the  honourable  feelings 
of  the  English  law.     What  effect,  then,   must  it 
have,   when,   instead  of  being  at  war,   we   are  at 
peace  with  that  Sovereign.     Do  not   let  any  idle 
declamation  on  that   denomination    impose  upon 
your  minds.     Whether  ifae  present  libel   was   di- 
rected  against  a  monarch  sitting  on   his  thi-one, 
from  long  hereditary  descent,  or  whether  he  is  a 
person   raised   to   this   power  by  the   revolution, 
from  the  choice  of  that  country,  or  from  any  other 
cause,  it  makes  no  diffrrcnce.     He  is  de  facto  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  is  to  be  respected  by  those, 
who  arc  the  subjects  of  that  country,   who  owe  a 
temporary  aUtgiance  to  him.    He  is  to  be  respect- 
ed as  if  his  ancestors  had  enjoyed  the  same  power 
for  a  number  of  generations. — *  *  *  *, 

The  pleading  being  finished,  and  the  evidence 
closed,  Lord  Cliief  Justice  Ellenborough  addressed 
the  Jury  in  the  following  words  : — 1  he  matter  in 
issue  includes  three  things  :  1st,  the  iact  of  pub- 
lication ;  adiy,  the  truth  of  the  allegations  in  the 
record  ;  and  3dly,  the  nature,  quality,  and  ten- 
dency of  the  papers  themsslves. —  This  informa- 
tion is  filed  against  the  defendant  for  several  pas- 
sages, that  have  been  selected  from  the  publica- 
tion called  the  ^lmbi;;u,  from  the  first  and  third 
numbers  of  that  publication.  Several  of  these 
papeis  have  been  read,  first  in  the  Ficnch  lan- 
guage, and  then  in  an  English  translation,  the 
faithfulness  of  which  does  not  appear  to  be  mate- 
rially impeached.— As  to  the  first  thing,  the  fact  of 
publication  that  seems  to  be  proved  by  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  DcbolFc.  who  published,  and  acted  under 
the  orders  of  Mr.  Peltier,  the  <lefendant.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  detail  the  particulars,  because  it 
does  not  seem  to  be  matter  of  contest,  that  he  was 
the  publisher  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Peltier,  and 
therefore  he  is  liable,  if  these  are  libellous  publi- 
cations. That  Napoleon  Buonaparte  was  the 
Chief  Magistrate  and  First  Consul  of  France  is 
admitted.  And  that  the  relations  of  peace  and 
friendship  subsist  between  us  and  the  Ficnch  Re- 
public, and  did  so  at  the  time  of  these  publica- 
tions, is  also  admitted.     And,  indeed,  they  were 
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capihle  of  easy  proof,  if  tliey  Iiad  not.  Their 
notoiicty  seems  lo  render  the  aetual  proof  very 
unnecessary. — Tite  next,  -ind  only  rem  ining  ma- 
ttria)  point  for  your  consideration,  is,  ihe  nature 
and  qur.lity  of  the  publicitions  thtniselvcs.  It 
has  been  aitemptcd  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  d.'tetid.mt  to  icpreseiit  them  as  ironical  and 
satirfc.il  papers,  written  as  against  some  paiticu- 
lar  factions  in  Franee  and  not  immf  diately  direct- 
ed against  the  chaiaeter  and  pei-.onol  the  First 
RIagistrate  ot  that  country.  Jt  will  be  lor  you  to 
say,  on  the  fullest  consideration  of  a!i  the  circum- 
stances ot  this  ca'-e,  wheih^r  you  are  not  satisfied 
these  papers  do  contain  matter  reviling  and  high- 
ly reflecting  on  that  considerable  magistrate,  and 
hold  out  a   direct   incitement  and   encour.tgemcnt 

to  assasi-inate  his  person. (.'enrlcmen,   it  io  my 

dtsty  to  state  to  yoii,  that  every  puMication  that 
has  a  tendency  to  promote  public  mischief,  whe- 
ther by  causing  irritation  in  the  minds  of  the  sub- 
jects of  this  realm,  that  may  induce  thtm  to  com- 
mit a  breach  of  the  public  peace,  or  whether  it 
may  be  more  public  and  specific,  and  extending 
to  the  morals,  the  religion,  or  m  igistracv  ot  the 
country — these  are  all  cases  of  JibeL  Ftit  more 
paiticularly,  as  in  the  present  case,  hy  defaming 
the  per  ens  and  characters  of  maglsiraces  and 
others  in  high  and  eminent  situations  of  p'lwer 
and  dignity  in  other  countries,  inconsistent 
•with  a-nity  and  friendship,  expressed  in  surh 
terms  and  such  a  manner  as  to  interrupt  the 
amity  and  ftiendfhip  between  the  two  countries 
—every  such  publication  is  what  tlic  law  tails 
a  libel.  Cases  of  this  sort  have  occuited  within 
al]  our  n-.emories.  My  Lord  George  Gordon 
published  a  libel  on  the  persm  and  character  of 
the  Q^reen  of  France  ;  and  another  ptrson  pub- 
lished a  libel  on  the  late  Emperor  Paul,  in  both  nf 
■which  cases  there  were  prosecutions.  In  the  first 
case  there  was  a  conviction  and  puni'hment  fol- 
lowed. The  other  case  went  the  len;;th  of  a  con- 
viction, and  in  respect  to  the  legal  efTuct  of  both 
tliese  prosecutions.  1  am  nojt  aware  it  was  ever 
judicially  questioned.  And  therefore  1  lay  it  down 
as  law,  that  any  publication  which  tends  to  de- 
grade, revile,  and  defame  persons  in  considerable 
situ^itions  of  power  and  dignity  in  foreign  coun- 
tries may  he  taken  to  be  and  treated  as  a  libel, 
and  particularly  where  it  had  a  tendency  to  inter- 
lupt  the  amity  and  peace  between  the  two  conn- 
tries.  If  any  publication  contains  a  plain  «nd 
manifest  incitement  and  persuasion  addressed  to 
ethers  to  sssassinate  and  dfstroy  the  persons  of 
such  magistrates,  as  the  tendency  of  such  a  pub- 
lication is  to  interrupt  the  harmony  subsisting  be- 
tween two  countries,  the  libel  assumes  a  still  more 

criminal  complexion. Now  let  us   look   at    the 

Ode  which  is  attributed  to  Chenier.  'I'his  is  im- 
mediately prefaced  by  a  declaration  that  he  would 
collect  all  the  materials  he  could  employ  on  the 
edifice  he  was  to  raise  to  the  glory  ot  Buonaparte, 
such  as  should  be  suitable  to  his  glory  ;  so  that 
his  object  seems  to  have  been  to  libel  the  charac- 
ter of  Buonaparte.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  these 
verses  were  written  by  Chenier.  Such  things  often 
appear  under  feigned  names  ;  and  it  will  be  for 
you  to  say,  whettier  these  words  do  not  import  a 
direct  incitement  to  the  assassination  of  that  M?.- 
gistrate  ? — "  Oh  !  eternal  disgrace  of  France  !  Ca;sar 
"  on  the  banks  of  the  Rubicon,  has  against  him,  in 
"  his  quairel,  the  Senate,  Pompey,  and  Caio  ;  and 
'•  in  the  plains  of  Pharsalia,  if  lonune  is  unequal 


"  — if  youmust yield  to  the  de5tinics,Rome,  in  thi? 
"  sad  reverse,    at   least   there   remains  to   avenge 

"  you,   3   puinard  among  the  last  Ron;ans  " 

Now,  does  nf)t  that  express  a  lanientalioir,  a 
wish,  on  the  part  of  the  person,  tint  writes  this, 
that  they  (the  people  ot  France)  wc.uld  u.'^e  ihc 
poinard  against  the  supposed  oppressor  and  usurp- 
er of  their  government,  which  had  been  used  with 
efFcct  against  Ci-sar,    the    usurper   of  the  Roman 

Govtrnrnent  .' And,    in    another    part   of    this 

puhiicarion,  he  says,  "  As  lor  me,  tar  fimn  en- 
''  vying  his  lot,  let  him  name,  I  crmsent  to  it,  hi.s 
"  wo  thy  successor  ;  can  ied  on  the  shield  let  him 
"  be  ehrcted  Rmptror.  Finally  (and  Romulus  re- 
"  cals  the  thing  to  mind),  I  wish,  that  on  the 
"  morrow  he  may  have  his  apoitieosis.  Amen.'" 
This  is  a  direct  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  pub- 
lisher of  thiswoik,  that  if  he  should  be  elected 
Emperor  of  that  country  of  virhich  he  then  held 
the  governnient,  his  death  might  be  instanta- 
neoOs,  or  that  his  destructi;ai  ought  follow  on  the 
next  diy.  Eveiy  body  knows  the  supposed  story 
of  Romulus.  He  disappeaied  ;  and  his  death  was 
supposed  to  be  the  effect  of  assassination.  Now 
this  teems  to  be  incapabL-  of  equivocation,  if  the 
words  were  equivocal,  and  could  bear  two  con- 
structions, I  should  advise  you  to  adopt  the  mild- 
est. But  if  these  words  CnU  bear  this  sense  and 
this  only,  we  cannot  trifle  with  out  duty.  We 
cannot  invent  or  teign  a  signification  or  import, 
which  tire  tair  sene  ot  ihe  words  dots  not  sug- 
gest.  Gentlemen,   upon   the  whole  matter,   on 

the  best  consideration  I  have  been  able  to  give 
these  different  publications,  it  a[)pcars  to  me,  the 
direct  an  indirect  aim  and  tendency  of  them  (not- 
withstanding the  very  ingenious  gloss,  and  colour, 
by  eUxjuence  almost  unparalleled,  by  which  they 
were  defended),  was  to  degrade  and  vilify,  to  rea- 
dei  odious  and  contemptible,  the  person  of  the 
First  Consul,  in  the  estimation  of  tlie  people  of 
this  countiy  and  of  France,  especially  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  people  of  France,  and  likewise  to 
exciic  to  his  assassination  and  destruction.  That 
ai>pearing  to  be  the  immediate  and  direct  tenden- 
cy of  these  publications,  1  cannot  in  thecoritct 
dischar'je  of  my  duty  do  otherwise  thar.  '^laic,  that 
these  publications  having  such  a  teiidcncy,  in  re- 
spect of  a  ft)reigii  magistrate,  and  being  publi.Tied 
within  this  country,  and  the  consequence  of  such 
publications  having  a  direct  tendi  ncy  to  inter- 
rupt and  destroy  the  peace  and  amity  between  the 
two  countries,  are,  in  point  of  law,  libels.  And 
in  the  correct  discharge  of  your  duty,  I  am  sure 
no  memory  of  past,  or  expectation  of  future  in- 
jury, will  warp  you  from  the  strength  and  even 
course  of  justice.  But  your  verdict  will  maik 
with  reprobation  all  projects  of  assassination  and 
murder.  Consider  likewise,  how  dangerous  pio- 
jects  of  this  sort  may  be,  if  not  discountenanced, 
and  discourac;ed  in  this  countiy:  they  may  be  re- 
taliated on  tilt  head  of  all  those  whiise  safety  is 
most  dear  to  us. Gentlemen,  1  tiust  your  ver- 
dict will  strengthen  the  relations  by  which  the  in- 
terests of  this  country  arc  connected  with  those 
of  France,  and  that  it  will  lUustiate  and  justify  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world  the  conviction,  that 
has  been  long  and  universally  entertained,  of  the 
unsullied  purity  of  British  judicatuic,  and  of  the 
impartiality  by  which  their  decisions  are  unilorm- 

ly  governed. T/ie  Jury,  iv'uhout  retiring  jrum  their 

bsxy  immeJIalc/y  niu>  ncd  a  verdict  oj  Guilty, 
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From  Thursday  the  3RD  of  February   (tJte  Day  the  Houses  met  after  the 
Christmas  Recess),  to  Thursday  the  30TH  of  June,  1803,  inclusive. 

'N.  B.  The  Delates  of  that  part  of  the  session  previous  to  the  Christmas  recess, 
will  be  found  in  the  Register,  Vol.  II.  from  p.  162^  to  p.  1800. — Observe  alsoy 
that  the  Debates  only  are  inserted  here,  and  that  Minutes  of  the  minor  pro- 
ceedings ivill  be  found  inserted  in  the  several  preceding  fleets  of  this  volume. — 
See  the  Table  of  Contents  for  the  several  subjects  and  the  speakers'  names  ;  also 
for  the  pages  where  to  find  the  Minutes. — At  the  beginning  of  each  debate,  the 
Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  day  are  referred  to. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  Feb.  7.  (See  Minutes,  p.  184.) 
rgANK  RESTRICTION  BILL.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  pursuant 
to  notice,  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  the  act  which  prohibits  the  issue  of 
specie  from  the  Bank.  He  stated,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmost  reluctance  he  submitted  this 
proposition  to  the  House,  but  the  reasons  which 
suggested  it  were  too  strong,  and  the  necessity 
too  urgent,  to  be  resisted.  That  necessity, 
however,  he  hoped  would  soon  disappear; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  opinions  which  had 
gone  abroad,  and  the  new  theories  which, 
within  the  last  year,  had  taken  their  rise  from 
respectable  quarters,  and  had  obtained  the 
sanction  of  some  very  intelligent  persons,  he 
(Mr.  A.)  anxiously  and  impatiently  looked 
forward  to  the  day,  which  he  trusted  was  not 
far  removed,  when  the  Bank  would  be  at 
liberty  to  resume  its  payments  in  specie.  As 
to  the  giounds  upon  which  the  expediency  of 
the  restriction  originally  rested,  he  did  not  now 
think  it  necessary  to  discuss  them,  though  he 
VMS  fully  persuaded  of  the  wisdom  which  sug- 
gested, and  the  forcible  considerations  which 
led  to  that  measure — still  less  did  he  think  it 
necessary  to  enter  into  any  inquiry  respecting 
the  sufliciency  of  the  Bank  to  answer  all  the 
demands  upon  it.  When  such  an  inquiry  was 
before  instituted,  the  case  was  novel  and  ex- 
traordinary, and  therefore  to  satisfy  the  public 
mind  in  the  then  state  of  Europe,  and  the  pre- 
valence of  apprehension,  was  proper  and  ne- 
cessary. But  what  was  the  result  of  that  in- 
quiry ?  Why,  it  removed  even  the  possibility 
of  suspicion  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
Bank;  and  what  intelligent  person  could  have 
ever  entertained  that  suspicion  ?  He  was  con- 
fident that  at  this  instant  there  did  not  exist 
in  any  quarter  a  particle  of  doubt  as  to  the 
solidity  of  the  Bank  ;  of  course  that  could  not 
now  become  a  fit  subject  for  inquiry,  though 
Jt  might  be  very  strongly  insisted  on  as  an 
advisable  preliminary  to  the  motion  he  meant 
to  propose.  He  observed,  that  many  persons 
who  ongmally  condemned  the  Order  of  Coun- 
cil  which  produced  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank, 
and  who  disapproved  of  the"  Parliamentary 
proceedings  which  followed,  were  yet  at  a 
.iubsequent  period,  from  a  sense  of  doty,  ad- 
VoL.  III. 


verse  to  the  idea  of  suffering  the  Bank  sud- 
denly to  resume  its  operation.  Such  was  the 
case  in  the  last  session,  when  some  of  those 
Gent,  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  continu- 
ing the  restriction,  because  the  course  of  ex- 
change was  against  this  country.  A  similar 
reason,  he  remarked,  prompted  him  on  this 
occasion  to  move  for  a  still  farther  continuance 
of  this  restriction.  At  present,  the  state  of 
our  exchange  with  Hamburgh  was  at  par — 
with  Amsterdam  it  was  ui;favourable.  If  >hen 
our  disadvantageous  situation,  v.'ith  regard  to 
exchange,  was  last  session  considered  a  suf- 
ficient argument  for  this  measure,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  candour  and  good  sense  of  the 
House,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  t\  e 
country,  when  very  little  cash  could  be  ex- 
pected from  Hamburgh,  and  none  at  all  from 
Amsterdam  ;  when,  in  fact,  no  influx  of  bul- 
lion from  the  continent  could  be  immediately 
looked  for,  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to 
allow  the  restriction  to  cease  ?  He  would  also 
ask,  as  it  was  found  necessary  to  permit  the 
issue  of  country  bank  notes,  whether  the 
sudden  issue  of  cash  from  the  Bank  would  not 
produce  a  run  upon  the  country  banks,  and 
a  consequent  run  upon  the  Bank  of  England, 
which  might  be  productive  of  the  moststrioxis 
consequences.  From  these  considerations,  as 
there  was  no  return  of  bullion  from  the  con- 
tinent, he  would  rather  submit  to  the  incon- 
venience of  continumg  the  restriction  even 
longer  than  might  be  actually  necessary,  than 
risk  the  consequences  of  setting  aside  that  re- 
striction too  soon.  From  motives  of  ptecau* 
tion,  therefore,  he  brought  forward  this  mea- 
sure. He  did  not  mean  to  underrate  the  in- 
conveniencies  which  resulted  from  the  stop- 
page of  the  Bank,  but  he  would  maintain  that 
it  were  better  to  eiidure  these  inccnveniencies, 
than  to  expose  the  country  to  the  effects  which 
were  likely  to  arise  from  prematurely  remov. 
ing  the  restriction.  He  hoped,  however,  th'c 
period  would  soon  arrive  when  the  progressive 
advancement  of  cur  commerce  would  produce 
such  a  steady  inclination  of  the  exchange  in  our 
favour,  as  would  enable  us  Avith  perfect  safety 
to  permit  the  Bank  to  resume  its  payments  in 
specie.  The  causes  of  the  present  state  of 
exchange,  a  very  little  reflection  would  explain 
to  the  House,  when  it  was  recollected  that 
the  scarcity  of  the  last  three  years  had  maide]^ 
necessary  for  us  to  purchase  a  vast  qjiai^^*^  ^^ 


i^35] 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.-.[FtBRWARY  %1 


['1236 


.  gr,ain  on  the  continent,  and  that  for  this  pur- 
pose not  le?s  than  twenty  millicns  of  specie 
had  been  sent  out  of  the  country  ;  when  then 
such  a  drain  as  this,  arising  from  a  cause  which 
was  not  likely  soon  to  occur  again,  was  com- 
bined with  the  drain  of  cash  for  the  payment 
of  our  army  and  navy,  it  would  be  obvious 
that  we  should  wait  the  operations  of  a  flou- 
ri'ihing  commerce,  to  bri'  g  bi:k  some  propor- 
tion of  this  v;ist  amount  or  oullion,  before  we 
attempted  to  permit  the  Bank  to  issue  specie. 
Upon  thtjc  grounds  he  felt  himself  justified 
jn  proposing,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
*'  in  a  bill,  to  crmtinue  an  act  of  last  session,  for 
<  continuing  the  restriction  on  the  prjymeut  in 
"specie  by  the  Bank  of  England."  He  re- 
peated his  intention  of  opposing  any  motion 

•  for  a  committee  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the 
Bank,  &c.  because  he  saw  no  nect&sity  for 
such  a  proceeding.  He  had  already  stated 
the  distinct  ground  Tipon  which  he  brought 
forward  his  motion,  namely,  the  state  of  ex- 
change, which  was  matter  of  public  notoriefy. 
.and  therefore  required  no  corcvmittee  to  rTSccr- 
tain  it,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
banks ;  both  of  which  formed  tlie  principal 
arguments  for  the  adaption  of  a  similar  motion 

-in  the  hst  session, 

3-^l.',",    ' 

■'-.  Mr.  TiERNEY  said  it  Tras  naturally  to  be 
.  expected  that  he  should  be  first  to  rise  after 

-  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  as  such  particular  allusion 
had  been  made  to  his  conduct  and  observa- 
tions on  a  motion  similar  to  that  before  the 
House,  which  the  lit.  Hon.  Gent,  had  brought 

■forward  irt  the  comst  of  the  last  session;  and 
it  seemed  to  be  injinuated,  that,  in  point  of 

:  consistency,  he  (Mr.  Ticrney)  was  bound  to 
support  the  Sieiisure  now  iimder  discussion. 
He  admitted  that  though  originally  hostile  to 

,  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank,  he  thought  that  the 

■  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country  last  ses- 

-  sion,  rendered  it  inexpedient  to  take  ofF  the 

-  re8tFictiiv>n  5  but  those  circumstances  no  longer 
existed,  and  he  therefore  objected  to  the  mo- 

.-tion  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  without  some  pre- 
.:  '♦ious  inquiry  respecting  the  Bank,  and  parti- 
^  cularly  upon  the  grounds  stated.  The  matte? 
.  was  of  too  much  importance  to  rest  on  such  a 
.•basis;  for,  however  famihar  Gent,  might  be 
^  with  the  stoppag-e  of  the  Bank,  however  loose- 

-  ly  the  subject  might  be  talked  of  in  conversa- 
-ftion,  or  however  little  it  might  be  thought  of 
r  (by  those  who  were  unconnected  with  com- 
..  inercial  transactions,  it  was  in  the  outset  ccii- 
fsidcred  a  prodigy,  which  in  its  consequences 

operated'  a  change  in  the  whole  order  of  money 
jtransactions.  He  did  net  now  intend  to  give 
.  any  opinion  whether  th^;  restrictiou  ought  to 

•  continue,  or  to-be  abolished  altogether ;  but 
t,^    -he  v/ished  to  impress  upon  the  House  the  prc- 

'  '.  priety  of  careful  delit-eration  on  the  necessity 

-.of  previous  inquiry,     if  there  was  a  subject 

.  under  the  consideration  of -Parliament,  which 

1' called  for  tiie  most  satisfactory  explanation, 

tfcrtainly  th;;^  jiuw  before  the  House   was  of 


hat  nature.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  indeed  bad 
mentioned  the  state  of  the  exchange;  but  \vAs 
the  House  to  have  no  other  information  but 
from  his  speech  ?  How  few  were  the  Gent, 
of  that  House,  whose  habits  or  connexiofjs 
gave  them  an  opportunity  of  knowing  any 
thing  about  the  exchanges?  The  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent.'s  statement  of  the  exchange  with  Ham- 
burgh happened  to  be  known  to  him  (Mr. 
Tierney),  but  perhaps  the  same  fact  might  not 
be  kno'.sn  to  r^iany  others  of  the  HoM-se.  The 
only  document  was  the  Kt.  Hoi>.  Gent.'s 
speech :  was  th;it,  he  would  ask,  sufiicient 
authority  to  legidate  upon  .''  Could  it  be  en- 
tered on  ihe  Journals,  and  go  down  to  pos- 
terity to  account  for  and  justify  the  assent  of 
ihe  House  '-o  this  extraordinary  measure  ?  Of 
the  necessity  of  a  comnyttee  of  inquiry  to 
satisfy  the  public  mind,  and  to  explain  and 
vindicate  tlie  conduct  of  th-e  House  to  the 
country  and  to  po-sterity,  ht-  •R-as  firmly  per- 
suaded. He  did  not,  however,  propose  to 
conchide  with  any  motion  to  that  elTect,  with- 
out first  perceiving  th*  ten^per  of  the  House 
favourable  to  his  Tiews :  for,  though  it  ap- 
peared to  him  highly  desirable,  yet  he  would 
not  wish  to  p?ovokt  the  trouble  of  debate  aud 
division,  if  the  sentiments-  of  the  House  dxi 
not  seem  to  coincide  \fith  his  own.  If  they 
did,  his  prop'jsal  would  be  to  pass  the  bill  for 
two  months,  and  ^o  appoint  a  Committee  >n 
the  interim,  to  consider  how  far  it  would  be 
proper  to  continu>e  the  restriction  farther,  or 
to  discontinue  it  altogether.  Snch  was  his 
idea  ^  but  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  se.emed  to  thiitk 
that  the  Report  of  a  comniittee  six  years  ago 
was-  quite  sufficient,  thriugh  the  House  had 
no  acc>>un-t  whatever  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Sank  ere?  since.  It  see/ned  tt>  be  considered 
of  no  conseq'iWince  how  thei?  concejns  h.^d 
been  since  conducted:  no  one  appeared  to 
care  whether  the  Bnnk  had  suificient  provi-sion 
to  answer  its  demands,  or  even  whether  the 
restriction  had  beea  actually  profitable  or  ifl- 
jurious  to  its  interests — whether  it  had  di- 
minished or  inaeased  the  security  of  public 
credit.  Ail  these  things  ought  to  be  known, 
but  all  was  mystery.  No  other  ground  was 
laid  for  the  m.otion,  but  that  the  exchange 
with  Ilarriburgk  was  at  par ;  and  upon  that 
naked  fact  it  was  proposed  to  do  away  that 
I  v/hich  scarcely  any  circumstance  could  war- 
j  rant — naniely,  the  right  of  the  public  cre~ 
\  ditor  to  convert  Bank  Notes  into  cash.  The 
1  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  confeSL;ed  that  he  sub- 
I  mitted  this  motion  with  reluctance,  and  he 
1  (Mr.  Tierney)  sincerety  believed  it,  for  he 
i  really  thought  that  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had, 
I  a  very  short  time  back,  no  intention  of  pro- 
posing the  continuance  of  this  restriction  :  tb-ia 
lie  did  not  mean  to  assert  from  an  afFectation 
of  any  particular  knowledge  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent.'s  sentiments ;  but  the  conviction  he  felt 
in  common  with  the  House,  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent.'s  intinaate  acquaintance  with,  and  re- 
spect for,  ths  order  of  the  iiouse,  indac«<i 
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him  to  imagine,  from  the  notice  of  thf  conti- 
jiuance  of  this  hill  being  only  given  twenty-one 
iinys  before  its  expiration,  that  the  motion  did 
not  originate  in  sound  discretion  and  delibera- 
tive judgment  of  the  lit.  Hon.  Cent,  himself, 
but  was  pressed  upon  him  by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  others.  He  trusted,  however,  tl:e 
House  would  not  adopt  this  monstrous  bill 
at  a  time  when  there  was  even  no  plausible 
pretext  for  it,  when  no  money  was  likely  to  go 
out  of  tlw  country,  when  no  alarm  iirevailcd 
in  either  domestic  or  foreign  politics,  wlieii 
no  fear  of  any  sudden  piess  on  the  Bank  could 
be  entertained.  All  that  was  mentioned  in  the 
shape  of  a  reason,  was,  that  the  exchange 
was  not  at  par :  theri,  of  course,  no  money 
would  go  out  of  the  country.  Vf'ere  not  these 
considerations  sufficiently  strong  to  urge  the 
Huufe  to  agi-ee  to  an  inquiry?  Was  it  not 
material  to  shew  the  country  what  the  Bank 
was  doing  ?  That  it  was  preparing  to  open, 
and  pay  in  specie;  that  it  was  ready  to  do  .so 
when  Parliament  should  permit.  The  Bank 
Directors  ought  to  shew  that  there  was  no 
danger  in  their  re»sponsibility.  He  was  not  un- 
M'illing  to  compliment  the  Bank  Directors,  but 
he  would  wish  them  to  compliment  the  public, 
even  as  they  did  in  1797,  when  the  original 
restriction  took  place,  and  when  they  pub- 
lished a  resolution  that  they  were  ready,  if 
political  conKide!\'itions  permitted,  to  pay  cash 
for  their  notes.  Tiiis  resolution  did  not  pre- 
cede the  bill  which  sanctioned  the  Order  of 
Council,  and  surely  it  would  be  but  decent  to 
givethe  country  something  1  ikethc  .same  evidence 
upon  this  occasion.  Accord.ingto  theReportof 
the  committee  of  1 79  7,  thepropoilion  ofcash  and 
bullion  in  the  Bank  amounted  to  one  million, 
when  the  Order  of  Council  was  issiied  ;  and 
some  short  time  aftervvards  this  sum  was 
increased  to  six  millions.  Was  it  not  now  a 
fit  subject  for  in(]'.;iry?  What  had  become  of 
this  six  millions  i*  it  was  forthcoming  to  meet 
any  exigency  ?  and  if  it  was,  why  should  the 
Bank  hesitate  to  resume  their  operation  ?  They 
could  not  be  afraid  of  a  run  upon  them,  for 
who  could  now  think  of  any  material  advan- 
tage from  hoarding  gold  ?  But  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Cent,  objects  to  their  payirjg  in  cash,  be- 
cause the  exchange  is  not  at  par.  If  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  resolves  to  restrain  the  Bank  while 
the  exchange  is  at  par,  there  are  men  of  the 
highest  intelligence  and  character,  who  are  of 
opinion  that  the  exchange  will  he  kept  up. 
But  why  should  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  indulge 
these  fears  f  His  late  financial  statement  ought 
to  sustain  his  confidence.  He  there  describes 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  present  year  as  one 
million,  and  that  of  ihe  next  year  as  two  mil- 
lions. Was  not  that  sufhcient  to  protect  the 
Bank  and  public  credit  in  any  suitable  emer- 
gency ?  If  the  rate  of  exchange,  as  it  noAv 
stood,  was  really  to  be  made  an  argument  f  jr 
the  stoppage  of  the  Bank,  it  would  Teave  a 
very  dangerous  impression  in  the  country; 
„§nd,  recollecting  the  circumstances,  the  peo- 


pie,  upon  the  probalile  recurrence  of  such  an 
exchange  at  a  future  day,  would  be  apt  to  ' 
make  such  a  run  on  the  Bank,  as  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  very  Serious  consequences  indied. 
The  reason  which  the  Rt.Hon.  Gent,  advanced,  ■ 
could  not  surely  be  the  suggestion  of  the  Bank 
Director;;:    if  so,    it    was  vejy  unworthy   of 
them.     They  should  not  plead  any  little  ex-i  . 
pense  or  trouble  which  might  occiu*  in  pro- 
curing buMion,  if  they  w.inted  it,  as  a  reason 
against  accommodating  the  public  by  paying 
their   or/n   notes,    jarticularly-  alter  the  vast 
sums  they  had   put   in   il-eir   pockets.     Tlie  - 
public  had  a  right  to  say  to  them,  "  You  have 
been  for  the  last  six  years  reaping  a  productive 
harvest  from  cm"  inconvenience ;  we  only  ask 
of  you  now  to  convert  into  ca.sh  the  notes  for. 
which    we    have  given  you  credit    so    long,"  ■ 
and  the  Bank  ought  to  be  provided  to  answer 
this  reasonable  request.     They  cculd  have  no 
ap<jlogy  foi    declining   it,    unless  incapacity'; 
and  he  did  not  suppose  that  to  h^  the  case.— 
If  the  bill  should  pass,  he,  in  his  consoiencd, 
believed  it  to  be  CTitirefy  ,'i  matter  of  conveni- 
ence.    No  Bank  Director,  he  was  confident, 
would  go  before  a  committee    of  tliat  House 
(i'or  he  ■■.\-ould  not  take  a  speech),   and  assert' 
that  the  present  state  of  the  exchange  vv'ould' 
be  a  good  reason  for  half  an   hour's  farther^ 
delay  in  the   issue  of  specie  from  the  Bank.' 
No  Director  could  dare  to  say,  at  a  time  \^*hen 
trade    was   flouj-ishing,    profound   peace   pre-: 
vailing,  and  no  alarm  whatever  appearing,  that 
the  exchange  being  at  par  would   be  a  suf- 
ficient ground  for  tb.e  motion  before  the  House. 
He  exhorted  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer' 
to    think    on   the   necessity   of   allaying    the 
opinions  which  were   alioat  in   the   country.' 
Several  factions  agitated  the  public  mind,  and 
each    had   their   literary   advocatef;^     One   af. 
these  advocates,  in  defence  of  the  system  of, 
his   party,    had    lately    written   a   pamphlet,' 
intitled,  "  The  Iniquity  of  Banking,"  and  ano- 
ther immediately  replied   in  a  pamphlet,  in- 
titled,    "    Money   an   useless   Incumbrance.'' 
Perhaps,  added  Mr.  T.  it  would  be  veiy  pni-. 
dent  in  the  House  to  step  in  between  these 
disputant;--,  and  by  the  Report  of  a  ccmimittce 
settle  their  opinions,  and  set  the  public  mind 
at  ease.     Something    ought    certainly  to   be 
done  to  diminish,  if  not  to  put  an  end  to  the. 
disgrace  of  a  measure  which  injures  our  credit 
in  the   eyes  of  foreigners,   and  distracts  the 
course  of  pecuniary  dealings  in  our  own  coim- 
try.     The  Hon.  Member  observed,  that  it  had 
been  much  the  fashion  to  regret  the  absenc<! 
of  a  certain  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Pitt),  whom 
he  always  heard  when  he  did  attend  the  Hon  e. 
with  pleasure  and  attention,  however  he  migi  t 
differ  v/ith  him  in  opinion.     Now,  upon  thi, 
occasion  he  could  not  help  regretting  that  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent.'s  non-attendance  ;  for  he  was  con- 
fident,   were  he  in  the  House,    he  (Mr.  T.) 
would    have  in  him  a    most    powerful  ally. 
(ThcChancellor  of  the  Exchequer  shook  his  head.) 

Mr.  Tierney  remarked,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Qcr'.. 

^>iifh-»(.>*\fi::  ..        *Qz     '•:"i  :iji7 '^Inrsjioii.' 
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shakes  his  head  upon  thh  assertion ;  and,  no 
doubt,  that  is  all  that  will  be  got  out  of  him. 
Strange,  added  Mr.  T.  when  I  mention  the 
probable  opinion  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  I  have 
alluded  to,  A  shakes  his  hend,  and  B  gives  a 
significant  nod  ;  but  when  I  say  that  if  that  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  were  heie,  he  v/oukl  be  crj7isistent, 
I  hope  I  shall  ofrend  none  of  his  friends  ;  and 
I  am  confident  that  his  consistency  would 
urge  him  to  support  my  opposition  to  this 
motion,  if  he  should  come  down,  and  I  most 
conscientiously  think  he  Avill ;  for  when  that 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  proposed  this  measure  ori- 
ginally, he  gave  the  House  the  most  detailed 
reports  to  shew  the  grounds  upon  which  his 
ideas  of  the  necessity  were  founded.  The  Hon. 
Member  concluded  with  observing,  that  he  did 
not  wish  the  Bank  doors  to  be  at  once  thrown 
open,  without  due  deliberation  ;  his  desire 
was,  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed, 
composed  of  such  intelligent  persons  as  formed 
the  original  committee  on  this  subject,  many 
of  whom  were  at  present  in  the  House,  and 
•who  would  be  able  to  give  such  a  mass  of 
useful  information  to  the  country  as  would 
satisfy  the  public  of  the  justice  and  policy  of 
any  measure  founded  upon  it.  If  such  a  pro- 
ceeding were  not  adopted,  he  was  convinced 
the  people  would  very  naturally  think  the 
^easure  proposed  bytheRt.  Hon.  Gent,  rather 
an  act  of  convenience  than  of  necessity.  The 
Bank  would  be  condemned  if  they  should  lose 
the  opportunity  of  this  committee  to  vindi- 
cate their  conduct,  and  the  House  would  be 
set  down  rather  as  the  blind  followers,  or 
suspected  accomplices,  of  the  Bank,  than  as 
the  faithful  guardians  of  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Fox  be.can  by  cl."frv]ng,  that  iftheRt, 
Hon.  Gent,  felt  such  reluctance  as  that  which 
he  expressed  to  bring  forward  the  present  pro- 
position, and  such  anxiety  to  see  the  period 
arrive  when  a  measure  of  that  nature  would  be 
deemed  no  longer  necessary,  much  more  ur- 
gent reasons  than  those  he  had  heard  should, 
in  his  opinion,  be  adduced  in  its  support.  If, 
however,  necessity,  or  a  strong  propriety, 
called  for  its  adoption,  he  was  not  dirposed  to 
urge  any  objection  to  it :  at  the  same  time  he 
should  feel  more  satisfaction  if  there  were  laid 
before  him  sufficient  grounds  to  justify  his 
asrcnt ;  and  in  that  view  he  concurred  with 
the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Ticrney)  who  spoke  last, 
in  thinking  that  some  inquiry  should  be  in- 
f;titutcd  into  the  causes  that  gave  rise  to  the 
Continuance  of  the  restriction,  that  it  might 
appear  whether  they  were  of  a  nature  to 
render  the  restriction  necessary  or  not.  The 
principal  grounds  on  which  the  continuance  of 
the  su  pension  now  seemed  to  be  rested,  were 
the  state  of  the  exchange  between  this  and 
qther  countries,  and  the  small  quantity  of 
hjUllion  that  of  late  had  been  imported.  Was 
i|, then  to  be  understood  that  whenever  the 
sfa^e  of  the  exchange  was  so  unfavourable 
a;B  "to  leave  no  room  to  expect  the  importation 


of  bullion,  a  restriction  should  be  put  oni: 
the  cash  payments  of  the  Bank  ?  Such  a  mode 
of  reasoning  would,  on  the  face  of  it,  seem' 
to  go  to  establish  it  as  a  general  axiom,  that 
in  all  such  cases  the  cash  payments  of  the  Bank 
should  be  suspended.  To  these  reasons  were 
added  the  great  exportation  of  specie  for  com, 
and  on  account  of  other  circumstances  con* 
nected  with  the  war.  If  these  additional  rea- 
sons had  any  force,  then  the  propriety  of  fur- 
ther continuing  the  restriction  should  not  be 
made  to  depend  so  entirely  on  the  state  of  the 
exchange.  Perhaps  even  it  might  happen  that 
the  unfavourable  turn  of  the  exchange  against 
this  country,  might  be  owing  to  the  very  re- 
striction on  the  Bank:  and  as  on  this  head 
doubts  were  entertained,  that  with  him  was  a 
strong  reason  for  recommending  an  inquiry^ 
because  a  proposition  for  such  an  inquiry 
might,  when  under  discussion,  bring  forth 
many  opinions  on  the  subject  (it  was  opinions 
rather  than  facts  which  he  was  anxious  the  in- 
quiry should  produce),  more  especially  of 
commercial  men,  and  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank,  whose  pursuits  and  occupations  ena- 
bled them  to  throw  most  light  on  such  sub- 
jects. For  his  part,  he  could  not  pretend  to 
much  information  on  them,  particularly  on  the 
causes  that  might  influence  the  fluctuations  of 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  different  coun- 
tries. It  was  not  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  that  the  House  should 
be  anxious  to  inquire.  They  professed  them- 
selves to  be  ready  to  renew  their,  payments 
in  specie,  if  Govt,  had  no  political  reasons  for 
preventing  them  from  doing  so.  They  were 
ready  even  now  to  resume  their  cash  pay* 
ments  ;  and  if  they,  as  bankers,  saw  no  dani 
ger  or  inconvenience  in  resuming  them,  was 
it  not  incumbent  upon  the  House  to  inquire- 
into  the  grounds  of  the  political  objection  that 
was  opposed  to  that  resumption  ?  For  his 
part,  he  could  not  conceive  a  possible  case 
where  the  restriction  could  be  necessary  or 
useful,  when  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  de- 
clared themselves  to  be  able  and  willing  to 
pay  in  specie.  If  such  a  case  existed,  it 
should  be  made  out,  and  for  that  reason  he 
acquiesced  with  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr. 
Tierney)  in  the  propriety  of  some  inquiry 
being  instituted.  liis  mind  was  far  from  har- 
bouring any  suspicions  prejudicial  to  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  ;  on  the  contrary,  if  any 
danger  attended  the  opening  of  the  Bank  (and 
it  was  admitted  that  dangers  did  attend  it),  he 
was  inclined  to  believe  that  to  the  caution, 
the  prudence,  and  the  discretion  of  the  Bank 
Directors,  it  was  owing  that  all  those  dan- 
gerous consequences  had  in  a  great  measure 
been  averted.  When,  therefore,  the  Bank 
Directors  expressed  no  reluctance  to  recom- 
mence their  payments  in  specie,  must  not  the 
worst  inferences  be  drawn,  even  from  a  suS'^ 
picion  that  circumstances  are  such  as  to  make 
it  imprudent  to  suffer  them  to  resume  theirr 
payments  ?    The  House  must  surely  recoUact 
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bow  -closel^^  the  credit  of  the  Bank  Is  con- 
aectedwith  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
how  much  it  therefore  must  depend  upon  the 
management  of  the  Bank.  The  credit  of  the 
country  wasnot  likelybefore  to  be  much  affect- 
ed- by  that  management ;  for,  while  the  Bank 
cotitinued  to  pay  in  specie,  if  the  Directors 
chanced  to  act  improperly,  the  public  were 
able  to  discover  the  impropriety  of  their  con- 
duct in  the  consequences  to  which  it  must 
have  given  rise;  but  now^,  as  there  was  not 
the  same  check  of  honour  on  them  as  that  by 
which  other  bankers  were  bound,  the  public 
had  no  longer  the  same  security,  and  the 
whole  of  the  credit  of  the  country  was  made 
to  depend  upon  the  administration  of  men 
whose  conduct  was  under  the  control  of 
Govt,  and  who  owe  no  responsibility  to  the 
country.  When  the  public  credit  was  so  en- 
dangered, it  was  not  surprising  that  an  im- 
patience should  be  expressed  by  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  to  get  rid  of  the  restriction  :  at  all 
events,  he  must  hope  that  a  short  bill  only 
would  now  be  proposed,  and  that  time  would 
be  allowed  to  examine  how  far  it  should  be 
prolonged.  It  might  also  be  proper  to  inquire 
howfarthestateof  exchangeshould  beadmitted 
as  a  criterion,  whether  the  Bank  should  pay 
in  specie  or  not.  Allowing  also  that  there 
might  be  some  danger  in  taking  off  the  re- 
striction altogether,  still  might  not  seme  ar- 
rangement be  adopted  for  paying  a  small  part 
of  the  dividends  and  notes  in  cash  ?  By 
adopting  a  gradual  system  of  that  kind,  all 
danger  from  a  sudden  run  might  be  avoided  : 
but  it  is  s.  id,  if  the  Bank  renews  its  cash  pay- 
ments, the  specie  will  be  sent  out  of  the 
country — that  is  very  probable ;  but  as  long 
as  there  is  a  strong  temptation  to  send  guineas 
abroad,  the  most  rigorous  laws,  even  when 
most  vigilantly  enforced,  will  prove  inadequate 
to  prevent  it.  Neither  can  it  be  expected  that 
the  Bank  Directors  will  serve  the  public  at 
their  own  loss.  They  will  not  buy  bullion,  that 
the  public  may  have  money ;  they  will  not 
lose  in  purchasing  it,  that  others  may  gain  by 
sending  it  out  of  the  country.  But  with  re- 
gard to  the  fluctuations  in  the  state  of  the 
exchange  between  this  country  and  others, 
there  was  a  circumstance  which  now  occurred 
to  his  mind,  if  he  rightly  recollected  it,  which 
tended  to  shew  that  the  state  of  the  exchange 
does  not  always  depend  on  the  circumstances 
which  are  now  supposed  almost  solely  to 
affect  it.  In  the  year  1773  or  1772,  when 
there  was  a  great  quantity  of  bad  money  in 
the  country,  the  course  of  exchange  was  then 
also  much  against  us ;  but  he  was  informed, 
that  when  in  the  room  of  this  adulterated 
money  good  gold  was  substituted,  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  exchange  turned  almost 
immediately  in  our  favour.  As  long  as  our 
currency  continued  bad,  the  exchange  was 
against  us ;  so  is  it  now,  because  paper  is  not 
much  better  than  bad  gold  ;  or,  it  is  attended 
•with  the  #aine- inconvcnieflciee.    May  .it  not 


therefore  be  expected,  that  as, -iti'  the  fwtrie^ 
case,  when  out"  currency  was  rnclipr^tedi  the 
course  of  exchange  turned- in  bur-favouf,"" so 
also,  if  the  Bank  now  resumed  its  cash-pa y* 
ments,  the  same  favourable  circumstances  might 
attend  the  change  ?  This  at  least  was  a  matter 
that  well  deserved  to  be  inquired  into:  there 
were  many  other  points  to  which  an  inquiry 
might  be  usefully  directed,  and  he^Should  not  be 
sorry  to  see  a  motion  made  for  instituting  one. 

Mr.  Banks  felt  rather  undecided  how  he 
should  act  on  the  present  occasion.  If  it  was 
intended  that  the  bill  should  go  beyond  a 
very  short  period,  both  the  dignity  of  the 
House  and  the  security  of  the  public  credit 
might  require  that  some  investigation  should 
be  made  into  the  unnatural  state  in  which  im- 
perious circumstances  had  for  some  time  pi^st 
placed  the  Bank.  Since  peace  was  now  "Re- 
stored, and  those  circumstances  no  longer 
continued  to  operate,  the  House  would  lib 
doubt  be  slow  in  acceding  to  such  a  measu^fe 
as  that  now  proposed,  without  very  satisfac- 
tory grounds  to  justify  them  in  adopting  itl 
He  was  ignorant  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Tierney)  to  move  for 
an  inquiry,  or  not;  but  if  that  T  on.  Gent.  dii(| 
not  make  the  motion,  he  should  feel  ithi^ 
duty,  if  the  bill  to  be  brought  forward  was 
not  for  a  very  short  duration,  to  endeavour  tcj 
dissuade  the  House  from  assenting  to"*  th!^ 
measure,  without  such  grounds  as  miglit  fully 
satisfy  them  and  their  constituents-  df "it* 
necessity.  "  -     -      -■■■■^    .      '^■^■■■^■^   J.-? 

'■  '-*  ^1     -'?o:i;'rr.^:^-r.   w5*30<7nn2 

Lord   H A  w  k  E  S* B  u  R Y  '  woWd" "^troub'f^  tTT^ 

House  with  but  a  very  few  words.,    The  Qply 

question  now  before  them  was,\^lhaf"  le^ve'^ti; 

given  to  bring  in  a  bill.     When  it  cani'e  to  fWe 

stage  for  filling  up  the  blanks,  then  an  oppor*- 

tunity  would   occur   to   discuss  '^the  time  t^ 

which  its  operation  should  be  limited,,  and  tW 

advance  the  reasons  w-hy  a'cGmmittee  of  in^ 

quiry  should  be  appointed.     But  his  principal 

object  in  rising  was  to  endeavour  to  set  right 

two  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Tierhey)> 

who  seemed  to  view  the  arguments  of  his  Rt.' 

Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Addington)  in  a  differeiit' 

I  light  from  that  he  intended  to  place  them  ini. 

I'hese  Gent,  seemed  to  imagine  that" his  RiC 

!  Hon.  Friend  ascribed'  the  necessity  of  the  me^^ 

I  sure  solely  to  the  state  of  exchange  btftwe'e*rv 

this  and  othei-  countries.     He  did  not  under^; 

stand  him  so.    His  Rt.Hom  Frien'(i,  in  statinjgi^ 

his  opinion  of  the  measure,  looked  back  to  the 

I  necessity  which  justified  it  at  the  time  it  ,\V^^ 

j  first  proposed,    and    to   the    salutary    Conse- 

!  qucnces  which -'it's  adoption  had  producedf 

I  and  in  that  view  he  could  not  but  applaud  ft. 

as  a  wise  precaution  ;  but  looking''  at  it'  nq\V 

generally  and  abstractedly,  he  could  not/but, 

regard  it    as  an   evil,    arid  he  therefore   felt 

anxious  for  the  arrival  of  the  period'wheri  the, 

cash-payments  might  be  safely  resumed,    }i^ 

entertained  nearly  the  same  opinion'  ;btil:  whit 
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added  to  his  embarrassment  was  the  difficulty 
of  taking  off  the  restriction  after  it  was  once 
imposed.  His  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  had  observed, 
that  the  re.-triction  had  been  imposed  and  con- 
tinued for  many  years,  without  any  inconve- 
nience having  rtsv.ited  from  it ;  and  this  he  was 
ready  to  ascribe,  as  the  Hon.  Gent,  opposite 
to  him  (Mr.  Fox)  had  done,  to  the  excellence 
of  the  institution  itself,  and  to  the  cautious 
and  prudent  conduct  of  the  Gent,  who  admi- 
nistered its  affairs.  If,  therefore,  no  incon- 
venience has  as  yet  accrued  from  the  restric- 
tion, would  it  not  be  wise  to  pause  for  a  while, 
and  lock  for  the  period  when  the  removing  of 
it  may  be  attended  with  as  little  danger  as  pos- 
sible ?  The  Noble  Lord  then  proceeded  to 
enumerate  the  causes  why  the  course  of  ex- 
change was  against  this  country,  and  why  the 
quantity  of  its  bullion  was  diminished.  A 
great  quantity  of  it  was  known  to  have  been 
sent  abroad,  net  only  for  the  purchase  of  com, 
but  for  the  maintenance  and  use  of  the  army 
and  navy.  The  exportation  of  our  bullion  was 
tfien  a  matter  of  necessity,  for  the  exchanges 
■were  then  with  regard  to  us  reduced  extremely 
low :  but  they  zrc  now  improved,  and  may 
soon  be  expected  to  be  at  par.  If,  therefore, 
any  inconvenience  still  remains  that  may  be 
likely  to  arise  from  a  premature  change  of  sys- 
tem, is  it  not  proper  to  look  forward  to  a  period 
when  no  obstacle  may  impede  it  i  It  was  not 
upon  any  prospect  of  an  uiifavourable  change 
that  the  present  measure  was  grounded,  but 
rather  the  delicacy  of  reverting  to  the  qld 
system  without  taking  the  advantage  of  a  fa- 
vourable moment.  That  moment  was  perhaps 
at  no  gj-eat  dist^mce,  and  prudence  admonish- 
c<S  that  it  should  be  waited  for  with  patience. 
— As  to  the  appointment  of  a  comm.ittee  of  in- 
quiry, he  was  not  without  his  objections  to  it; 
and  chiefly  becauoe  its  only  effect  would  be  to 
create  alarms  that  might  be  extremely  prejudi- 
cial. The  appointment  of  such  a  committee 
might  be  necessary  if  any  doubts  were  enter- 
tained of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Bank ;  but  on 
that  point  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  had 
already  been  afforded;  and  by  consulting  the 
papers  now  on  the  table,  shewing  the  number 
of  notes  that  have  been  issued  at  different  pe- 
riods, it  may  be  easily  seen  whether  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  have  abused  the  power  in- 
trusted to  then:!.  Where,  therefore,  is  the 
necessity  of  a  committee,  the  appointment  of 
■which  mightprcducemuch  niischief,andnoreaJ 
£ood  ?  It  might  perhaps  be  proper,  at  a  future 
period,  to  revise  the  whole  system  of  our 
paper  credit,  but  then  that  should  be  done 
merely  with  relation  to  that  system  itself,  and 
•without  any  reference  whatever  to  the  iastitu- 
'tion  and  conduct  of  the  liank.  An  Hon.  Gent. 
/Mr.  Fox)  has  observed,  that  in  1773  the 
'Course  of  exchange  was  against  this  country 
-■vvhen  cur  gold  coin  was  of  an  inferior  value, 
;;but  that  immediately  after  the  recoinage,  it 
•;turne<i  round  in  our  favour — but  the  fact  is, 
■jtlut  at  that  period  the  exchange  was  against 


us  only  in  appearance,  in  substance  it  was  i^,, 
our  favour.  No  inference  can,  therefore,  be;' 
drawn  from  that  circumstance,  that  restriction 
on  the  Bank  is  the  caut.e  of  the  unfavour.ible. 
turn  of  the  exchange,  or  that  the  exchange' 
would  turn  in  our  favour,  if  that  restrictloa 
were  taken  off.  Although  the  restriction  has 
continued,  the  fourae  of  exchange  is  altered 
considerably  in  our  favour,  especially  for  the 
last  six  months:  for  the  fact  is,  the  exchange 
was  not  afFected  by  that  restriction,  but  by  the. 
exportation  of  bullion,  or  rather  by  the  causes, 
that  prevented  the  importation  of  it.  Those 
causes  will  soon  cease  to  operate,  and  we 
aa-eady  see  the  course  of  exchange  rapidly 
coming  round  in  our  favour,  and  we  have 
eveiy  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  soon  be  i% 
par,  and  place  us  in  the  same  advantageous, 
situation  which  we  had  before  enjoyed.  These 
were  his  reasons  for  discountenancing  an  in- 
quiry, especially  as  a  motion  for  it  would  be 
more  in  order  wdicn  the  bill  was  befoi-e  thq 
House. 

Sir  Francis  BARi?.rG  observed,  that  cir^ 
cumstances  wholly  unnoticed  or  unattended 
to  may  have  occasioned  the  unfavourable  turn 
of  the  course  of  exchange  against  this  country. 
Formerly,  its  fluctuations  might  be  accurately 
calculated,  and  it  niight  be  easily  ascertained 
how  it  stood  between  this  and  any  other  coun- 
try ;  but  the  commercial  as  well  as  the  political 
frame  of  Europe,  was  so  dislocated  and  dis- 
jointed, that  nothing  now  could  be  calculated 
to  a  certainty.  The  disadvantages  we  now 
labouretl  urider  do  not  arise  from  common 
causes,  but  from  extraordinai  y  and  unexpected 
efforts  to  cramp  and  to  counteract  our  com- 
mercial enterprises.  Our  credit,  however,  was 
never  safer  or  sounder  than  at  the  present  mo- 
ment;  and  if  the  measure  now  proposed  is  to 
be  adopted,  it  should  be  looked  upon  as  a 
measure  of  propriety,  not  of  necessity. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eichkqufr  con- 
fessed tiiat  at  an  early  period  of  the  session 
(as  insinuated  by  an  Hon.  Gent.  Mi.  Tierney), 
he  did  not  entertain  the  idea  of  proposing  a 
further  continuance  of  the  restriction  on  the 
Bank  ;  he  did  venture  to  hope  that  a  fa- 
vourable alteration  in  the  course  of  the  ex- 
change would  have  relieved  him  from  the  per- 
formance of  the  painful  duty  which  he  this 
day  came  forward  to  discharge.  If  appear- 
ances continued  to  be  the  sai;ie  which  they 
were  at  the  close  of  last  year,  and  the.  begin- 
ning of  the  present,  and  the  favourable 
change  promised  to  be  permanent,  he  should 
have  abstained  from  the  present  motion  ;  but 
while  he  said  this,  he  desired  to  be  understood 
by  the  House,  not  abstractedly  to  rest  what 
he  had  advanced  upon  the  state  of  the  ex- 
change, for  many  other  circumstances  con- 
curred in  the  operation. — He  thought  it  right 
to  permit  the  counti^y  banks  to  issue  small 
n  jtes.    Were  the  Bank  to  be  opened,  all' thesis 
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notes  would  be  tendered  for  payment,  when  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  bullion  was  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  Bank,  and  the  run  upon  it 
would  be  unusually  great.     Indeed,  frozn  a  va^ 
riety  of  combined  causes,  the  demand  on  the 
Bank  would  be  extraordinary.     Would,  there- 
fore, such  a  moment  be  a  favourable  one  for  dis- 
continuing the  restriction  ?  or,  from  this  view 
of  the  case,  will  it  be  contended  that  the  state 
of  the  exchange  is  the  sole  cause  for  continuing 
it  ? — But  an  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  has  «ug- 
gested  the  propriety  of  opening  the  cash  pay- 
ments of  the  Bank  under  some  limited  restric- 
tion.,    No  doubt  that  Hon.  Gent,  iii  aware  that 
in  the  former  bill  a  power  is  given  to  the  Bank 
to  make  partial  payments  of  the  dividends  in 
specie,  upon  giving  due  notice  of  such  pay- 
ments to  the  House  of  Commons. — That  Hon. 
Gent,  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  Bank  should 
n-ot    be  restrained   in    paying  small  notes   in 
specie  ;  but  docs  he  bear  in  mind,  that  if  the 
small  notes  were  to  be  paid  in  specie,  then  the 
lajger  notes  would  be  changed  into  small  ones, 
'and  presented  for  payment  in  specie?  by  which 
jneans  the  whole  effect  of  tht  restriction  would 
be  completely  done  away,  for  the  one  limited 
restriction    must     unavoidably    frustrate    the 
other.     It  has   also   been   observed,  that  the 
iBank  is  ready  and  disposed  to  pay.     Whether 
that  was  the  case  or  not,  what  he  proposed 
v/as  not  in  compliance  with,  or  in  opposition 
to,  any  thing  the  Bank  might  wish  for :  as  he 
had,  on  the  present  occasiouj  no  communica- 
tion whatever  with  the  Bank,  all  he  took  their 
^•pinion  upon  was,  the  state  of  the  course  of 
exchange.     Indeed  the  Bank  had  expressed  no 
Wish  or  opinion   to  him.— -An   Hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  I^rancis  Baring)  had  adverted  to  a  topic 
.  which  Well  deserved  the  seriotis  consideration 
[  of  the  House.     The  House,  from  .  what  that 
Hon.  Bai'onet  had  said,  should  imagine  many 
jcasons  to  themselves  that  would  recommend 
.the  measure,  but  which  it  was  unnecessary  to 
explain.     The   storm  that  had   agitated  the 
commercial  and  political  world,  had  not  as  yet 
jubsided:  but  he  trusted  it  would  be  soon 
laid  in  peace,  and  that  the  favourable  moment 
'  "was  not  far  distant  when  more   auspicious 
prospects  might  be  opened.    It  was  now  his 
■   intention  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  bill  which  he 
wished  to  bring  in,  leaving  a  power  to  alter  it 
during   the    course    of    the   present    session, 
,  should  circumstances  favour  its  alteration  or 
.'  repeal,  or  to  continue  it  in  force  for  six  weeks 
nfter  the  meeting  of  Parliament  next  session. 
He  was  averse  to  a  committee — he  taw  no  ne- 
cessity for  it;  more  important  occasions  had 
occurred  where  no  committee  was  aioved  for. 
The  charter  of  the  Bank  was  renev/ed  without 
any  committee  having  been  appointed  to  in- 
.  quire  into  the  state  of  its  affairs.    If  any  new 
'grounds  were  adduced  to  shew  the  necessity 
I  for  an  inquiry,  he  was  ready  to  listen  to  them; 
^  but  he  was  aware  of  none  that  would  not  be 
.  liable  to  inconvenience.    It  might  be  proper, 
"iluxing  the  interval  of  the  suspensioo,  to  tak$ 


a  wide,  comprehensive  view  of  the  paper  cre- 
dit of  the  country  ;  and  not  permit  bad  paper 
to  be  ibsued  without  any  responsibility  on  the 
part  of  those  who  issued  it — such  a  revision 
may  or  may  not  be  deemed  advisable.  He  did 
not  pledge  himself  to  any  measure  of  the  sort  j 
yet  if  it  was  to  take  place,  it  should  Lave  no 
connexion  with,  or  reference  to  the  present 
state  of  the  Bank  ;  neither  should  it  be  now 
attempted,  but  at  a  period  more  favourable, 
iud  during  the  intervening  time,  lie  had  now 
only  to  repeat  that  it  was  with  reluctance  and 
regret  he  proposed  the  present  measure,  but 
circumstances  imposed  it  on  hirn  as,  a  duty; 
and  that  duty,  however  painful,  he  must  en- 
deavour to  discharge. 

Mr.  Vansittaxt  enum.erated  a  variety  of 
causes  that  at  different  times  affected  the 
course  of  exchange  as  it  regarded  this  country, 
and  observed,  that  the  difficulty  which  the 
Spaniards  expciienced  during  the  war  in  get- 
ting home  the  produce  of  their  mines,  was  one 
of  the  principal  reasons  why  we  were  in  want 
of  bullion.  These  obstructions  now  no  longer 
prevented  the  conveyance  of  those  treasures 
into  Spain,  and  it  was  natural  to  expect  that 
a  great  quantity  of  them  would  shortly  had  its 
way  into  this  country. 

No  division  took  place. — Leave  was  givea 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  February  11. — (See  Minutes,  p.  247.) 
[Militia.] — The  Secrefary  at  Wai 
said,  he  rose  in  pursuance  of  a  notice  to  make 
a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  for  training  the  militia,  from  twenty-one 
to  twenty-eight  days  in  each  year.  He  thought 
it  necessary,  upon  this  occasion,  to  state  the 
reason  why  he  proposed  this  alteration.  When 
the  mihtia  was  first  formed  into  a  regular 
system,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  it  was  enacted,  that  the  militia 
should  be  exercised  four  times  a  year  in  com- 
panies, and  once  in  battalions :  that  is  to  say, 
two  days  each  time  they  were  exercised  in 
companies,  and  four  days  when  they  were 
exercised  in  battalions.  As  the  art  of  war  was 
not  then  brought  to  the  degree  of  perfection 
to  which  it  has  since  attained,  this  was  thougftt 
suthcient  time  to  train  the  men.  The  militia 
was  at  that  time  about  60,000  men-  That 
syst!?m  was  continued  from  that  time  till  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty, 
when  a  plan  was  introduced  by  a  Noble  Lord, 
of  whoni  no  one  could  speak  without  feeling 
the  highest  respect  (the  Marquis  ToWnsend), 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  present 
mode  of  managing  the  militia.  By  the  act 
which  was  then  passed,  the  militia  w^re  order- 
ed to  be  assembled  twice  in  each  year,  to  be 
exercised  for  fourteen  days  each  time,  or  once 
for  twercty-eight  days.  This  system  was  fpycd 
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perfectly  well  calculated  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  intended,  and  during  the 
American  war  tiie  militia  were  found  ready 
and  fit  for  service. — After  the  conclusion  of 
the  American  war,  when  the  country  was  ex- 
hausted by  so  long  and  expensive  a  contest, 
for  two  or  three  years  the  militia  were  suffered 
to  remain  without  any  new  arrangement,  and 
in  a  kind  of  state  of  uncertainty :  they  were 
not  even  called  out  to  exercise.  It  was  then 
thought  necessary  to  reconsider  the  subject,  and 
to  make  some  alteration  ;  but  as  economy  was 
then  an  object  pecuharly  to  be  desired,  the 
following  alteration  was  proposed.  The 
whole  of  the  militia,  amounting  to  31,000 
men,  were  not  to  be  called  out  every  year, 
but  only  two  thirds  of  them,  the  other  third 
neither  receiving  pay  nor  clothing.  In  this 
situation  the  subject  remained  till  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war.  When  other  alterations 
took  place  upon  the  restoration  of  peace. 
Ministers  thought  it  right  to  put  it  upon  a 
good  footing,  and  to  unite  the  laws  into  one 
system,  in  order  that  they  might  be  more  clear 
and  distinct ;  the  militia  was  then  augmented 
to  40,000  men  ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  they 
should  be  exercised  once  in  the  course  of  each 
year.  But  as  this  bill  incurred  a  considerable  ex- 
pense beyond  that  which  was  incurred  before, it 
•was  thought  if  they  were  exercised  for  twenty- 
one  days  each  year,  it  would  be  sufficient,  and 
that  a  considerable  saving  would  be  efPected 
by  such  a  reduction  of  the  time.  It  had,  how- 
ever, been  thought  since,  by  persons  the  best 
enabled  to  form  a  judgment  upon  the  subject, 
that,  in  points  of  this  kind,  economy  ought  not 
solely  to  be  looked  to,  and  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  exercise  the  militia  for  twenty- 
eight  days.  He  should  therefore  propose  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  make  an  alteration  to  that 
cfFect,  and  he  was  happy  to  state,  that  it 
would  not  be  attended  with  any  considerable 
expense,  in  consequence  of  the  economical 
aiTangements  which  had  been  introduced. 
The  expense  under  the  present  plan  was 
about  200,000/.  a  year.  The  additional  ex- 
pense which  would  be  incuned  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  alteration  he  now  proposed,  would 
cot  exceed  18,000/.  a  year.  He  concluded 
with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  period  for  which  the  militia  were  to 
be  called  out  to  exercise,  from  twenty-one  to 
.  twenty-eight  days  each  year. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


{^Bank  restriction  bill.] — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  ExcHEQjuER  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
bill. 

The  Attorney  General  rose  to  move  it 
.  as  an  instruction  to  the  committee,  that  they 
Ehould  have  power  to  alter  the  bill  in  one 
particular. — Some  difficulties  had  arisen  in  the 
courts  of  justice  upon  the  clause  in  the  former 
bill,  respecting  tenders  beiiig  made  in  J2ank 


notes,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of 
making  an  exact  tender  in  Bank  notes,  of  a 
debt  in  which  there  was  a  fraction  of  a  pound : 
the  amendment  he  meant  to  propose  was,  that 
where  a  person  applied  to  be  discharged  upon 
common  bail,  he  should  make  an  affidavit  of 
his  having  tendered  the  amount  of  the  debt. — 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. — The  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  committeCi  Mr.  P.  Alex- 
ander in  the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
there  was  in  the  bill  a  clause  to  enable  Parlia- 
ment to  repeal  or  alter  it  during  the  present 
session  :  he  now  proposed  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  regard  to  its  duration,  with  these  words, 
"  six  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the 
"  next  session  of  ParHament." 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  he  rose  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  proposing  a  shorter  duration  for 
the  bill,  and  in  doing  so,  he  begged  not  to  be 
understood  as  entertaining  an  opinion  that  the 
Bank  ought  now  to  resume  its  cash  payments, 
nor  did  he  mean  to  say  that  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent.'s  motion  might  not,  upon  investigationj 
be  perfectly  proper;  but  the  ground  of  his 
complaint  was,  that  there  had  not  been  suffi- 
cient data  laid  before  the  House  to  enable 
them  to  decide  upon  the  question.  He  con- 
fessed that  he  was  in  a  state  of  uncertainty 
upon  that  subject,  and  so  he  supposed  were 
other  Members  who  had  not  better  means  of 
information  than  himself. — On  a  subject  of  so 
serious  a  nature  as  that  which  they  were  now 
discussing,  the  House  ought  to  pause  before 
they  placed  the  Bank  in  such  an  unnatural 
situation,  without  having  the  least  evidence 
that  could  be  obtained  upon  the  subject.  In 
calling  for  inquiry  and  information  he  was  not 
asking  for  any  thing  new  and  singular;  be- 
cause, when  the  measure  was  first  proposed, 
it  was  submitted  to  the  previous  consideration 
of  a  committee.  It  was  not  thought  that  the 
secrecy  of  the  aflFairs  of  the  Bank  ought  to 
prevent  them  being  laid  before  the  House. 
But  that  was  not  all :  in  the  same  year,  when 
the  measure  of  the  restriction  was  continued, 
another  inquiry  took  place,  and  another  re- 
port was  made  to  the  House.  These  inquiries 
were  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  effects 
with  regard  to  the  public  credit  of  the  coun- 
try. He  knew  that  the  Reports  to  which  he 
had  alluded  had  given  great  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  with  regard  to  the 
situation  of  the  Bank  audits  solidity;  and  hid 
prevented  that  alarm  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  excited  under  such  circumstancies. 
After  the  restriction  had  been  laid  on,  the 
events  of  the  war,  the  alarm  of  invasion  and 
other  circumstances,  rendered  it  obvious  that 
the  restriction  could  not  be  taken  off  during 
the  war ;  and  therefore  as  long  as  that  lasted, 
it  never  was  contended  that  any  fresh  matter 
ought  to  be  laid  before  the  House.  But  it  waa 
expectedj  th^t  on  the  restoratioa  of  peace  tie 
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pajTMefl^S'  ih  cash  at  the  Bank  would  be  re- 
Sufned^''and  that  things  would  go  on  in  their 
Ti'^uil  channel.  At  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
hlrvVever,  the  coar.-e  of  exchange  was  uiifa- 
•yourable  to  this  country,  and  there  were  some 
other  circumstances  which  rendered  it  at  that 
moment  u.nadvisable  to  take  bit  the  restric- 
tion •,  and  undoubtedly  if  the  cash  paynxents 
had  then  been  resumed,  the  country  would  in 
a  great  degree  hnve  been  drained  of  its  Gpecie. 
No  objection  was  therefore  made  to  the  last 
bill  for  renewing  the  restriction.  We  were 
nov/,  however,  come  to  a  time  when  the  course 
of  exchange  was  no  longer  unflivourable  to 
this  country,  and  the  House  had  heard  with 
pleasure  the  flattering  statement  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer of  the  state  of  our  commerce  and  fi- 
nances. Could  it  be  said,  that  under  such 
circumstances  there  was  any  danger  of  money 
going  out  of  the  country  if  the  restriction 
were  taken  ofF  ?  He  did  not  say  that  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  direct  the  Bank  immediately  to 
resume  its  payments  in  cash ;  but  he  con- 
tended that  there  ought  to  be  an  inquiry,  and 
som.e  information  laid  before  the  House,  be- 
fore they  continued  the  restrictfon  for  so  long 
^  period.  Thef e  had  been  but  two  reasons 
itssigned  for  the  present  measure:  the  one  was, 
that  the  course  of  exchange  was  not  in  favour 
of  this  country ;  and  the  other,  that  there  was 
a  great  number  of  small  notes  in  circulation, 
both  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  of  country 
banks.  With  respect  to  the  course  of  ex- 
change, he  had  already  offered  some  observa- 
tions to  the  House.  With  regard  to  the  quan- 
tity of  small  notes  in  circulation,  he  begged 
to  ask,  whether  that  objection  would  not  al- 
\vays  continue  imtil  the  restriction  was  taken 
off,  because,  until  cash  was;  put  into  circula- 
tion, its  place  must  be  supplied  by  paper? 
During  the  time  that  the  restriction  had  sub- 
ftisted,  the  exchange  had  been  sometiiues  fa- 
vourable and  sometimes  unfavourable  to  this 
country.  But  he  begged  the  committee  to 
<-onsider  what  sort  of  a  precedent  they  would 
give  to  future  times,  if  they  were  to  say,  that 
upon  such  grounds  as  these  the  cash  pay- 
ments of  the  Bank  were  to  be  suspended, 
without  inquiry  or  investigation.  He  con- 
fessed that  it  v.'as  v/ith  much  pleasure  he 
heard  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  say,  that  he  felt 
great  reluctance  in  bringing  on  this  measure, 
because  it  was  only  by  reverting  to  our  old 
mode  that  a  solid  system  could  be  established, 
to  v/hich  this  country  could  look  for  pro- 
sperity. In  the  course  of  the  former  discus- 
sion upon  this  subject,  something,  but  very 
little,  was  said  about  pohtical  considerations  ; 
but  the  inquiry  which  he  wished  to  institute 
would  not  tend  to  discover  any  circumstances 
of  that  kind  which  ;t  would  not  be  proper  to 
communicate  to  the  House.  If  his  Rt.  Hon. 
Friend  were  to  state,  that  there  were  circum- 
stances of  a  political  nature,  which,  in  his  opi- 
m-bni  -rendered  this  m.easure  iiecessary,  he 
Vol.  III. 


should  have  perfect  confidence  in  that  decla- 
ration, and  would  certainly  acq;iesce  in  the" 
measure.  Another  objection  ti-at  had  been 
stated  was,  that  the  appointment  of  a  com-, 
mittee  would  create  alarm ;  but  he  confessed 
he  could  not  see  that  the  appointment  of  a. 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject  couhi 
possibly  create  any  alarm.  He  really  believed 
that. the  Bank  never  stood  higher  in  point  of 
credit  than  it  did  when  the  Report  to  which. 
he  alluded  was  made,  because  it  convincect. 
the  peo]?le  of  the  solidity  and  wealth  of  the 
Bank.  He  had  no  doubt  hut  that  the  Gentle'^' 
men  intructed  with  the  direction  of  the  EAnk' 
had  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in'  them  vrith 
the  greatest  ability  .and  propriety:  but  the 
country  had  a  right  to  know  how  the  fact, 
was  ;  they  had  a  right  to  know  wliethcr  exer- 
tions had  been  made  to  place  the  Bank  in  a 
situation  to  resume  its  paym.ents  v.'henever 
Parliament  should  think  it  right  to  take  off 
the  restriction.  He  was  the  more  anxious 
upon  this  subject,  because  it  was  obvious, 
tha't  what  they  were  now  doing  would  form  a 
precedent  for  future  times;  because  it  wa5 
probable  that  hereafter,  in  tim.es  of  trouble 
and  danger,  cash  payments  at  the  Bank  would 
be  suspended,  therefore  it  was  very  important 
that  they  should  not  afford  a  precedent  of 
taking  such  an  important  step  without  due 
deliberation  and  information  :  for  if  such  a 
measure  as  this  once  became  a  matter  of  in- 
difference, and  was  resorted  to  without  the 
most  convincing  grounds,  the  credit  of  the 
country  would  be  lost.  There  were  other 
dangers  that  might  reru't  from  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  of  this  kind,  of  which,  though 
he  had  no  apprehension  at  present,  yet  It"  was 
right  to  be  guarded  against  in  future.  If  thp 
Governm.ent  and  the  Bank  were  to  agree  .to- 
gether to  keep  up  the  restriction  longer  than 
was  necessary,  a  fictitious  capital  might  He 
created  to  an  almost  unlimited  extent,  v/hicti 
would  undoubtedly  endanger,  if  not  destroy, 
the  public  credit.  He  begged  to  be  under- 
stood, that  he  was  stating  this  merely  as  a  pos- 
sible case  in  future  times,  because  he  h.ad  not 
the  slightest  idea  that  any  of  his  Majesty's 
present  Ministers,  or  the  Gentlemen  intruisted 
with  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank, 
v;ould  be  parties  in  an  afflur  of  this  kind  ;  biit 
he  must  again  repeat,  that  what  they  were 
now  doing  would  be  quoted  as  a  precedent  irt 
future  times,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  most  guarded  and  cautious  man- 
ner. With  respect  to  the  inquiry  v>hich  he 
wished  to  have  instituted,  he  confessed  he 
should  not  be  sorry  if  it  were  made  upon  a 
very  enlarged  scale,  and  embraced  not  merely 
the  subject  in  question,  but  the  state  of  our 
trade.  He  v/as  awaic  that  such  an  inquiry 
could  not  be  instituted  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, because  there  ■'.^  as  not  sufficient  time, 
for  it.  He  therefore  should  m.ove,  that  the. 
bill  now  proposed  should  continue  to  the  ist 
of  Mayj  instead  of  the  time  which  "had  been 
*R 


12511 


PARLIAMENT APvY   ^DEB^TES.—'TtnKv unr  11.] 


r^^s- 


s'j^gested  by  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend.  In  the 
mean  time  an  inquiry  might  be  instituted, 
even  upon  the  enlarged  scale  which  he  had 
suggested.  There  was  one  observation  made 
in  a  former  debate,  to  which  he  had  forgotten 
to  allude;  and  that  was,  that  there  was  no 
inquiry  instituted  when  the  .R.ink  charter  was 
renewed  ;  but  he  really  saw  no  connexion  be-  I 
tween  the  two  subjects.  The  renewal  of  the 
Bank  charter  was  a  mere  money  bargain  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Br.nk,  and  was 
in  no  degree  nimilar  to  the  present  measure; 
and  therefore  what  was  done  upon  that  occa- 
sion could  not  be  cited  as  a  precedent  now. 
He  concluded  with  moving  to  insert  the  words 
"  the  ist  of  Rlay,"  instead  of  "  six  weeks 
*'  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  cession 
*•  of  Parliament." 

Mr.  Primsep  said,  he  thought  it  his  duty, 
as  a  Member  of  that  House,  to  give  his  sup- 
port to  the  proposed  continuance  of  a  mea- 
sure from  whence  the  greatest  advantages  had 
arisen.  At  the  time  the  restriction  first  took 
place,  it  was  considered  as  a  severe  stroke  to 
commerce,  but  increased  prospciity  had  been 
derived  from  an  event  which  every  man,  at 
the  mom.ent  of  its  happening,  deplored. — 
(The  Hon.  Member  was  proceeding  to  discuss 
the  subject  at  some  length,  when  he  was  re- 
minded by  Mr.  Alexander,  that  the  only 
question  was  as  to  time.)  He  was  of  opinion, 
he  said,  that  no  time  should  be  limited  for 
the  discontinuance  of  the  restriction.  Many 
advantages  had  accrued  from  the  restriction, 
whilst  no  evil  had  arisen  out  of  it.  He  thought 
that  the  restriction  did  not  affect  the  course 
of  exchange,  neither  did  the  export  of  bullion. 
The  Hon.  Gent  (Mr.  Bankes)  had  not,  he  con- 
ceived, made  a  sujucient  distinction  between 
coin  and  bullion.  With  respect  to  the  conse- 
<]uences  said  to  result  from  t!ie  restriction,  what 
difference  was  there  between  a  Bank  note 
:n)d  a  gu'nea  as  to  the  articles  of  every  descrip- 
tion which  it  v>'ou!d  purchase  ?  He  conceived 
that  a  great  num.ber  of  advantages  had  arisen 
from  the  restriction,  and  therefore  he  should 
support  it. 

The  CHA^7CEI.t.0R  of  the  ExcHECiT.:ER  said, 
he  understood  his  Hon.  Fnend  (Mr,  Bankes")  to 
2sk,  if  there  did  not  exist  great  doubts,  whe- 
ther or  no  there  miglit  be  sulficient  grounds 
:^or  the  proposed  continuance  pf  the  rejtvic- 
tion.  He  thought,  that  the  ground  he  had 
laid  down,  when  he  proposed  the  continuation 
of  the  restriction,  was  fully  sufiieient ;  but  his 
Jlon.  Friend  seemed  to  think  otherwise,  and 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  continue  the  re- 
striction r<;r  so  long  a  period  as  had  been  pyo- 
posed.  His  Hon.  Friend  had  referred  to  the 
proceedings  which  took  place  when  the  restric- 
tion was  first  suggested.  It  was  not  necessary 
now  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  Gentlemen 
Tvho  wtre  Members  of  the  House  at  the  period 
alluded  toi  when  the  circumstances  took  place. 


His  Maje&ty's  Govern^nent  st  that  period 
thought  it  necessary  to  restpct  the  Bank  from 
making  payments  in  cash.  This  measure  of 
course  produced  a  strcjng  sensation.  What 
'.vas  the  proceeding  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  government  ?  That  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  considered  it  necessary  that  the  country 
shoidd  be  convinced,  by  an  inquiry  for  that 
purpose,  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Bank  to  ful- 
fd  all  its  engagem.ents.  And  what  was  the  re- 
sult of  that  inquiry?  Was  there  a  question 
that  the  Bank  was  able  to  discharge  all  its  en- 
gagements ?  If  there  was  any  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  he  confessed  that  his  Hon.  Friend  had 
a  right  to  make  that  doubt  an  argument  for 
inquiry.  The  act  restraining  the  Bank  from 
making  cash  payments  was  renewed  at  Uie  end 
of  the  session  to  which  he  had  alluded.  \\'hen 
a  second  mquiry  took  place,  what  was  the 
chief  end  and  object  of  .hat  inquiry?  To  sa- 
tisfy the  anxiety  of  the  public  as  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Bank,  which  the  result  of  that  in- 
quiry was  completely  calculated  to  effect. 
What  vvere  the  proceedings  in  the  succeeding 
session  ?  The  restrictiori  was  renewed,  not 
merely  for  three  or  four  months,  but  until  six 
months  after  the  ratification  of  peace :  the 
House  then  adopted  the  measure  for  three 
years  without  any  inquiry;  the  House  being 
perfectly  satisfied  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Bank 
to  make  good  its  engagements,  did  not  think 
any  inquiry  necessary.  What  were  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  on  thi-  subject  in  the 
last  seshion  ?  He  then  stated  to  the  House, 
that  the  course  of  exchange  was  unfavourable 
to  this  country,  and  that  if  the  Sank  was 
forced  to  resume  its  payments  in  cash,  the 
consequence  must  be,  that  an  increased  quan- 
tity of  specie  would  be  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try. The  same  objection  was  then  started  as 
that  now  urged  by  his  Hon.  Friend.  He  stated 
at  that  period,  that  however  it  might  be  his 
wish  to  take  off  tlie  restriction,  yet  there 
should  be  time  given,  that  we  might  see  how 
a  variety  of  commercial  circumstances  might 
be  adjiisted,  and  until  every  thing  got  into  its 
proper  track,  before  the  restriction  was  dis- 
continued. 'File  course  of  exchange  had  form- 
ed one  of  the  arguments  of  his  Hon.  Friend, 
who  had  said  that  fie  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheqvier)  had  stated  that  the  exchange  was 
at  par:  he  did  not  state  that,  but  he  had  ob- 
served that  the  exchange  between  this  coun- 
try and  Hamburgh  was  at  par,  but  that  it  was 
not  so  with  Amsterdam.  He  admitted,  there- 
fore, that  our  specie  would  not  be  exported 
to  Hamburgh  ;  but  ^e  doubted  whether  it 
might  liot  be  exported  to  Amsterdam.  They 
were  not,  however,  to  consider  the  exporta- 
tion of  specie  as  the  only  effect  of  disconti- 
nuing the  restriction  upon  the  Bank;  another 
consequence  would  result,  which  deserved  se- 
rious consideration  ;  that  was,  the  sudden  de^^ 
naand  which  would  be  made  upon  the  country 
banks  for  the  payment  of  their  paper,  which 
would  of  course  create  an  increased  demaa^ 
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for  specie  upon  the  Bank  of  England  from 
those  banks,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
charge their  engagements.  His  Hon.  Friend 
had  proposed  to  limit  the  restriction  to  the 
ist  of  May,  in  order  that  an  inqun-y  might 
take  place  in  the  mean  time.  His  (the  Ciian- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer's)  reason  for  proposing 
a  more  distant  day,  %vAs  not  th,"it  Parliament 
should  put  it  out  of  its  power  to  take  advan- 
tage of  any  circumstances  that  might  arise  fa- 
vourable to  the  discontinuance  of  ihe  restric- 
tion, because  tliere  was  a  clause  in  the  hill  by 
whi-i.-h  Parliament  might  avail  themselves  of 
any  opportunity  of  that  nature;  but  thinking 
a3  he  did,  that  there  was  little  probability  of 
their  being  enabled  to  gratify  their  wishes  in 
that  respect,  he  looked  forward  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  for  that  grati- 
fication. To  fix  the  period  suggested  by  his 
Hon.  Friend,  would  tend  to  excite  a  delusive 
expectation  that  the  Bank  would  resume  its 
payments  in  specie  at  that  pevitxl;  bivt  even 
supposing  the  Bank  was  to  purchase  bullion, 
which  they  must  do  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
fccill  it  would  only  gi-ve  them  a  temporary  ad- 
vantage, as  the  whole  of  it  would  almost  im- 
mediately find  its  way  to  the  continent.  He 
wished  to  wait  till  he  saw  the  course  of  ex- 
change steady  and  stable  in  favour  of  this 
country ;  because  if  the  rerjtriction  was  taken 
off  too  soon,  it  was  highly  probable  that  it 
raiist  be  shortly  afterwards  renewed.  His  Hon. 
Friend  had  said,  he  wished  for  inquiry  ;  on 
the  ground  on  which  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  rested  the  proposed  restriction,  he 
saw  no  reasons  for  inquiry,  if,  convinced  as 
he  was  of  the  suflicicncy  of  the  Bank,  he 
thought  the  public  were  not  equally  convinced, 
he  would  not  only  not  rely  upon  his  own  con- 
viction, but  he  would  be  the  first  to  propose 
inquiry:  the  contrary,  however,  was  the  case. 
His  Hon.  Friend  had  said,  that  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exche;]uer)  had  stated  that  opi- 
nions ought  not  to  guide  the  House:  on  the 
contrary,  opinions  must  guide  the  House ;  but 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  aggregate  body  of 
its  Members,  and  not  the  opinion  of  a  com- 
raittee.  It  was  perfectly  regular  and  proper 
to  appoint  a  commiitee  to  inquire  into  facts, 
and  report  their  opinion  thereon;  but  to  ap- 
point a  committee  mereJy  to  deliver  au  opi- 
nion, was  an  anomaly  which  he  had  never 
heard  of  before.  He  should  be  extremely  sorry 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  solidity  of  the  Bank,  because 
that  would  imply  doubts  of  that  solidity.  His 
Hon.  Friend  had  said,  that  a  com.mittee  so  ap- 
pointed should  enter  into  a  large  field  of  in- 
quiry with  respect  to  the  general  system  of  pa- 
per credit.  If  it  was  necessary  to  inqtiire  into 
the  state  of  paper  circulation,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection ;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  connect 
that  inquiry  with  the  present  bill,  because  it 
had  no  connexion  with  it ;  nor  ought  it  to  be 
coupled  wit.h  the  bill  now  bsfpre  the  House. 


His  Hon.  Friend  had  said,  that  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor ot'  the  Exchequer)  had  stated  that  the 
Bank  expressed  no  opinion  upon  the  subject ; 
his  statement  was,  that  the  Bank  expressed  no 
wish  upon  the  subject.  His  Hon.  Friend  had 
observed,  that  the  committee,  which  he  wished 
should  be  appointed,  should  ascertain  whether 
the  Bank  had  done  tiieir  duty:  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  w^as  convinced  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  every  one  that  the  Bank 
had  discharged  tlieir  duty  most  exemplarily. 
The  papers  upon  the  table  clearly  proved  that 
the  Bank  had  taken  no  unbecoming  advantage 
of  the  privilege  which  was  the  consequence 
of  the  restriction.  Every  one  knew  that  pa- 
per was  received  according  to  its  nominal  va-. 
lue,  and  it  aftorded  a  source  of  consolation 
amidst  all  other  difficulties.  Every  one  knew, 
that  in  1795,  when  a  sudden  deficiency  of  spe- 
cie was  experienced,  a  well-timed  issue  of 
paper  gave  a  new  spring  to  commerce,  and 
prevented  every  unpleasant  consequence  which 
might  have  resulted  from  the  circumstances 
of  that  period.  When  the  issue  of  Bank 
notes  at  the  present  period,  as  appeared  by 
the  account  upon  the  table,  was  compared, 
with  that  of  otlier  periods,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  whole  amount  at  present  was 
i6,ooOjOoo/.  which,  with  the  exception  of 
4,000,000/.  of  small  notes,  Vv'as  only  i,coo,ooo/'= 
more  than  was  issued  at  the  period  preceding 
the  restriction.  His  Hon.  Friend  had  stated, 
that  every  one  must  lament  the  deficiency  in 
the  circulation  of  gold :  undoubtedly  one 
would  wish  to  see  a  due  proportion  of  gold 
and  paper;  but  surely  an  equal  importance 
ought  to  be  attached  to  paper,  since  it  must 
be  considered  as  one  of  the  primary  sources 
of  the  increased  prosperity  of  our  commerce. 
Did  hii:  Hon.  Friend -think  that  the  mere  cir- 
culation of  gold  could  make  any  favourable 
operation  ?  No  such  thing :  there  m.ust/be  aa 
infiux  of  bullion  to  give  rise  to  those  favour- 
able consequences  which  were  expected.  His 
Hon.  Friend  had  said,  that  the  renewal  of  the 
Bank  charter  was  merely  a  financial  measure  ; 
but  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  a  mea- 
sure of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of 
the  community.  His  Hon.  Friend  had  said, 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  see  too  close  a  con- 
nexion between  the  Government  and  the 
Bank  ;  nor  did  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer): but  what  circumstances  had  hap- 
pened to  induce  his  Hon.  Friend  to  make  that 
observation  i  The  fact  was,  that  the  outstand- 
ing advances  made  by  the  Bank  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  moment  did  not  amount 
to  a  million  more  than  they  were  preceding 
the  restriction.  Convinced  as  he  was  of  the 
necessity  of  the  present  measure,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  continued  until  circumstances 
were  more  favourable  to  the  discontinuance  of 
the  restriction,  he  could  not  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion of  his  Hon.  Friend.  It  was  necessary  for 
the  KoUse  to  pause  before  they  got  rid  oi  it 
*  R  * 
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system,  the  inconveniences  of  which  they 
knew,  and  substituted  another  for  it,  the  in- 
conveniences of  which  they  did  not  know. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  made  some  gcnenil  ob- 
servations upon  the  great  importance  and  ex- 
tent of  the  subject  under  discussion.  He 
seemed  to  thiiik/that  in  one  point  of  view  the 
motion  of  his  Hon.  Friei'd  opposite  to  him 
(Ivln  B.)  m.ight  have  an  advantageous  effect : 
at  the  same  time,  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
great  inconvenience  which,  under  the  present 
circum'tances,  would  attend  taking  oif  the 
restriction  ;  it  might  in  a  great  degree  operate 
as  a  notice,  and  raise  an  universal  expectation 
of  the  immediate  renewal  of  monied  payments. 
The  shock  vrhich  this  might  give  to  paper 
credit  may  easily  be  conceived.  He  felt  that 
the  present  was  no  time  for  the  adoption  of 
such  a  measure  ;  neither  v.-ould  there  be  a  suf- 
ficient interval  for  the  necessary  preparation 
allowed  to  the  Bank.  Notwithstanding  he 
felt  in  this  manner,  he  at  tlic  same  time  v/as 
impressed  with  a  degree  of  parliamentary  jea- 
lousy on  the  occasion,  and  he  must  say  that 
all  his  doubts  on  th6  subject  were  not  yet  sa- 
tisfied :  however,  he  agreed  with  his  Rt.  Hon. 
Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  in 
hi?  great  point,  nam^ely,  that  the  Bank  could 
T!ot  with  perfect  safety  be  opened,  except  the 
exchange  was  favourable  to  this  country;  but 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  first  favourable 
season  should  be  taken  advantage  of  for  open- 
ing tl-.e  Bank,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  it  vvas  the  duty  of  the  House  to  v/ait  for 
ever  fti*  k-ri:Tre  contrary,  in  a  great  degree, 
might  be  his  opinion.  The  ineasurein  question 
had  been  now  continued  for  three  or  four  years, 
and  its  continuance  for  another  year  v.'as  pro- 
posed. In  this  viev/  of  the  cace  it  may  be 
important  to  consider,  whether  a  favourable 
opportunity  in  that  interval  might  not  present 
itself.  He  then  adverted  to  the  consequences 
of  too  great  an  iisue  of  paper,  and  the  con- 
nexion of  that'  circumstance  with  an  unfa- 
vourable state  of  the  exchange,  v/ith  rerpect 
to  which  it  unquestionably  had  a  disadvanta- 
geous effect ;  and  in  this  viev/  of  the  question, 
an  observation  made  by  an  Hon.  Gent,  had 
evidently  a  great  deal  of  common  sense  in  it. 
A  moderate  issp.e  of  paper  in  the  country 
would  have  the  eltect  of  improving  the  state 
of  the  exchange ;  and  he  alluded  to  the  duty 
incumbent  on  the  country,  not  to  distress  or 
do  any  thing  to  impair  the  public  credit:  and 
in  this  view  they  seemed  to  observe  an  exact 
medium,  which  he  conceived  to  be  a  leading 
cause  why,  notwithstanding  Great  Britain 
made  a  freer  use  of  paper  than  any  other 
country  in  Europe,  it  was  able  to  maintain  its 
public  credit  vigorous  and  unimpaired. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtquer, 
after  shortly  complimenting  the  abilities  of  his 
Hon.  Friend,  and  his  superior  intelligence  on 
Lhc  subject  in  question,  said,  he  had  one  ob- 


servation to  offer  upon  what  had  fallen  from 
him  relative  to  the  effect  of  the  restriction 
upon  the  exchange.  His  Hon.  Friend  must  be 
av.-are,  that  at  the  periods  in  which  the  restric- 
tion originally  took  place,  namely,  in  the  years 
1797  and  1798,  the  state  of  the  exchange  was 
highly  favourable  to  this  country ;  and  that  it 
was  not  until  after  the  harvest  of  1799,  that 
the  exchange  becamic  unfavourable ;  and  he 
considered  it  as  of  material  im.portance,  that 
the  public  should  be  aware,  that  the  course 
of  exchange  was^hy  no  means  unfavourable 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  restriction  con- 
tinumg. 

The  question  being  ca'led  for,  was  then  put, 
and  the  original  motion  agreed  to. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Thunday,  Feb.  i-.—f  See  Minutes,  p.  283.) 

[Bank  restriction  bill,] — Lord  Pel- 
ham  rose,  and  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  lirst  reading  of  the  "  Bill  restraining 
"  the  cash  payments  of  the  Bank  of  England 
"  till  six  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  the  next 
"  session  of  Parliament."' 

Lord  King  said,  that  he  looked  upon  the 
measure  just  proposed  as  one  of  great  im- 
portance,  and  of  an  extraordinary  nature  i 
and  he  hoped  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
would  be  deferred  to  a  distant  day:  if  not,  he 
should  deem  it  his  duty  to  make  a  motion  to 
that  effect,  and  that  their  Lordships  be  sum- 
m.cned  to  attend. 

Lord  Auckland  said,  that  it  might  be  ne-> 
cessary  that  certain  papers  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  previous  to  the  discussion 
which  might  be  expected  to  take  place  on  tlie 
measure  now  proposed.  The  accounts  he  al« 
luded  to  were  those  which  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  been  laid  before  Failianient;  and  if 
he  now  moved  for  their  reproduction,  it  was 
not  with  a  view  to  ground  upon  them  any  ob- 
jection to  the  tjill,  of  the  expediency  of  which 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied  in  his  own  mind; 
but  because  it  miight  be  proper  to  have  them 
regularlv  on  the  table,  in  case  any  discussion 
hostile  to  the  measure  should  be  introduced, 
in  the  course  of  v.-hich  he  might  have  occasion 
to  refer  to  the  accounts.  His  Lordship  then 
concluded  with  moving,  "  That  there  be  laid 
"  before  the  House  an  account  of  the  amount 
"  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  cir- 
"  culation  on  the  ist  of  June,  the  ist  of  Au- 
"  gust,  the  ist  of  October,  and  the  ist  of  De- 
"  cember,  1S02;  and  the  ist  of  February 
"   i"c3,  under  the  value  of  5I." 

The  question  was  put  on  this  motion,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  said,  that  the  measure 
now  proposed  was,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  of  so  singular  a  na- 
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ture,  and  of  such  extreme  importance,  that 
he  trusted  it  would  not  be  further  proceeded 
in  without  having  strong  and  satisfactory  rea- 
sons adduced  to  the  House  to  furnish  a  ground 
upon  which  they  might  be  justified  in  assent- 
ing to  it.  H-e  conceived  the  adoption  of  such 
a  measure  at  the  present  moment  to  be  a 
strong  and  eveii  a  violent  interference  with 
regard  to  private  property ;  and  to  be  one 
likely  to  be  attended  with  very  serious  conse- 
quences to  the  welfare  and  security  of  the 
nation  at  large.  In  order  to  ascertain  the 
motives  which  induced  Ministers  to  pro- 
pose the  measure,  and  the  quarter  from  which 
it  might  be  supposed  to  originate,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  move  for  a  variety  of  accovmts, 
which  might  contribute  to  give  some  insight 
into  those  motives,  and  afford  some  informa- 
tion and  satisfaction  to  the  House  and  the 
public,  respecting  the  propriety  of  adopting 
the  measure.  The  measure  was  brought  for- 
ward by  Ministers,  either  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  Bank,  or  from  a  conviction  of  its  poli- 
tical expediency  or  necessity  in  the  minds  of 
Ministers  themselves.  These  were  points 
upon  which  their  Lordships  should  have  due 
and  adequate  information  laid  before  them, 
before  they  could  well  attempt  fco  decide  on 
the  merits  of  the  question.  Indeed,  it  was 
generally  understood  that  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  had  on  the  present,  as  upon  a  former 
occasion,  expressed  their  readiness  and  ability 
to  resume  their  payments  in  specie,  if  Go- 
vernment v.'Ould  permit  them  so  to  do  ;  and 
he  saw  no  reason  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  the 
sincerity  of  that  declaration  on  their  part : 
but  was  it  not  necessary  that  Ministers  should 
come  forward  Vv'ith  the  grounds  upon  Vi'hich 
fhey  deemed  the  measure  necessary  or  expe- 
dient, as  upon  those  grounds  alone  the  House 
and  the. public  were  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
ox  adopting  it  i'  The  motions  he  had  to  make 
would  tend  to  throw  some  light  upon  the 
question,  and  to  guide  the  judgment  which 
their  Lordships  would  have  to  pronounce 
upon  it.  In  order  to  satisfy  the  country  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  Bank,  he  should 
think  it  proper,  in  the  first  place,  to  move, 
*'  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an 
*'  account  of  the  outstanding  demands  on  the 
*'  Bank,  together  with  an  account  of  the  funds 
*'  in  their  possession  (exclusive  of  the  debt 
"  due  by  Government  to  the  Bank),  applicable 
*'  to  the  discharge  of  the  same,  on  the  year 
"  ending  5lh  of  January  1803/'  With  the 
same  view  he  should  next  move,  "  That  there 
*'  be  laid  before  the  House  a  comparative 
"  statement  of  the  quantity  of  cash  and  bul- 
"  lion,  and  paper,  in  circulation  in  the  year 
*'  1797,  with  a  statement  of  the  same  as  they 
*'  stood  on  the  5th  of  January  i8o.>"  The 
principal  ground  stated  in  another  place  for 
the  necessity  of  continuing  the  restriction, 
viz.  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  exchange 
ietv/een  tliis  and  other  countries,  he  should 


next  have  occasion  to  animadvert  upon,  and 
call  for  proofs  to  substantiate  that  assertion. 
He  should  therefore  have  to  move,  *'  That 
"  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  the  House 
"  an  account  of  the  course  of  exchange  be- 
"  tween  Flamburgh  and  London,  as  it  stood 
"  on  the  ist  of  every  month  for  twelve 
"  months  back,  ending  the  j;th  of  Januajy 
"  1803."  And  here  he  could  not  forbear  ex- 
pressing his  astonishment,  that  any  such  rea- 
son could  ever  have  been  advanced  as  justi- 
fying the  adoption  of  the  proposition  now 
before  their  Lordships;  for  if  any  reason 
stronger  than  another  could  be  urged  whv  the 
course  of  exchange  was  against  this  country, 
surely  it  Vv^as  the  restriction  on  the  cash  pay- 
ments of  the  Bank.  This  argument  the  No- 
ble Lord  illustrated,  by  supposing  that  if,  for 
one  hundred  guineas,  paid  him  at  Hamburgh, 
he  offered  a  bill  to  that  amoimt  in  London, 
he  should  meet  with  no  person  to  accomTTiO- 
date  him  with  that  sum  on  the  terms  he  pro- 
posed; for  though  his  draft  might  be  equal 
to  that  sum  in  England  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  whatever  might  be  there  purchased 
for  Bank  paper,  yet  it  M'ould  not  be  the  same 
to  the  Hamburgh  merchant,  were  he  to  have 
occasion  to  send  it  to  America,  The  restric- 
tion on  the  Bank  was  therefore  an  obvious 
cause  of  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  ex- 
change with  regard  to  England.  Other  rea- 
sons, but  they,  perhaps,  were  industriously- 
concealed,  should  undoubtedly  be  brought 
forward  by  Ministers  to  satisfy  their  Lord- 
ships before  they  could  be  prevailed  upon 
ultimately  to  acquiesce  in  the  present  mea- 
sure. Their  Lordships  had  heard  much  of 
the  very  prosperous  state  of  the  finances,  and 
the  very  flourishing  condition  of  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  But  if  such  an  extraordi- 
nary influx  of  wealth,  and  such  an  exube- 
rance of  financial  resources,  could  be  justly 
boasted  of,  why  should  the  course  of  ex- 
change be  against  the  country,  or  where 
could  be  the  necessity  ox  this  restriction  on 
the  Bank  ?  He  was  concerned  to  say,  that  on 
this  point  many  suggestions  occurred  to  him 
which  might  create  a  suspicion  that  the  state 
of  our  resources  was  not  exactly  such  as 
it  had  been  represented,  or  that  some  mis- 
calculation had  inadvertently  crept  into  it, 
which  to  him  rendered  it  exceedingly  ob- 
scure. He  was  inclined  to  believe  the  latter 
supposition  j  for  otherwise  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  him  to  understand  many  of  the 
financial  statements  which  had  been  brought 
forward  as  instances  of  the  national  prosperi'tv 
particularly  those  which  related  to  the  flou- 
rishing state  of  the  consolidated  fund,  respect- 
ing which  he  should  also  have  a  motion  to  ir.ake. 
Upon  a  general  view  of  the  motives  that  could 
prompt  Ministers  to  renew  this  measure  at  the 
present  moment,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  they  could  be  screened  from  a  suspicion 
of  having  some  collusion  with  the  Bank  in 
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f  reposing  it.  The  Directors  of  the  Bank,  so 
ir  from  betraying  any  solicitude  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  rtstriction,  have,  on  the  contrary, 
expressed  their  willingnefs  to  take  it  off.  The 
anxiety  for  its  continuance  mu>st  therefore  rest 
ioltly  with  Govt.  But  why  this  anxiety  on 
their  part  i  Was  it  that  they  mij-'ht  enjoy  the 
momentary  and  paltiy  triumph  of  appearing 
to  meet  the  p.esent  e:dj;;encies  of  the  state, 
without  being  driven  to  the  u:  iial  expLdieni; 
of  a  loan  '. — and,  if  so,  have  they  succeeded 
in  tlie  attempt  i  By  no  means ;  oa  the  coa- 
li-ary,  they,  in  his  mind,  had  recourse  to  a 
much  worse  expedient:  they  issued  lixchequer 
bills  on  Exchequer  bills  to  an  unprecedented 
amount  under  similar  circumstances  of  the 
country.  They  would  now  suppose  us  to  be 
in  a  state  of  profound  peace  :  he,  ho^^'ever, 
must  think  our  situation  to  be  extremely 
doubtful  and  precarious,  and  perhaps  ni;t  far 
from,  an  op^^n  rupture.  Yet  -what  have  they 
done  ?  They  have  issued  nearly  triple  the 
amount  of  Exchequer  bills  of  what  was  issued 
at  the  cloi-e  of  the  American  war.  The 
amount  of  Txehcquer  bills  then  issued  was 
little  more  tliau  five  millions;  now  it  is  little 
thort  of  fifteen  ;  and  by  so  doing  they  have 
deprived  themselves  of  a  lesource  in  a  time 
of  peace,  which  every  provident  minister 
would  have  cautiously  rcstrved  and  kept  under 
his  hand  in  order  to  provide  for  any  sudden 
emergency,  such  as  the  country  may  now  be 
fhreatcncd  with.  It  was  to  this  view  of  the 
quebtiun  that  he  most  earnestlyo  entreated 
their  Lordships  to  direct  their  attention,  for 
to  him  it  appeared  one  v>hicii  called  for  their 
Lordships' most  serious  consideration:  and  here 
loo  it  might  be  suspected  that  a  collusion 
between  Government  and  the  Bank  principally 
might  be  traced.  Ministers  m.ight  expect 
that  the  Bank  would  be  more  eager  to  take 
up  the  Exchequer  bills  than  to  pay  their  own 
notes,  since  Ministers  were  encouraged  to 
it.sue  them  to  such  a  large  amount,  holding 
out  to  the  Bank  at  th.'  snme  tinie  the  prospect 
of  a  renewal  of  the  restriction  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  their  granting  this  accommodation 
to  Government.  There  were  otiier  accounts 
which  might  allbrd  additional  information  on 
the;e  points,  pailicularly  "  An  account  of 
"  the  state  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  of 
"  the  sums  paid  out  of  the  same  on  the  5th 
■"  January,  1803."  Also  "An  account  of  the 
♦'  pi  ice  of  standard  gold  at  the  same  period." 
When  this  information  was  duly  before  the 
House,  he  trusted  their  Lordships  wouid  be 
fully  enabled  to  form  an  accur;,te  idea  of  the 
propriety  of  assenting  to  the  prtS-Ut  measure  ; 
for,  without  the  production  of  more  cogent  ■ 
reasons  for  its  adoption  than  had  hitherto  , 
come  to  his  ears,  he  could  not  conceive  how  ', 
their  Lordships  could  be  prev;iiled  upon  to  : 
agree  to  what  must  appear  to  the  public,  and  > 
be  felt  by  the  country,  as  a  violent  inter- 
ference with  respect  to  private  property,  and 
a  stiQii^;  violation  of  the  public  faith.    In  a.' 


future  stage  of  the  bill  he  should  deliver  his 
sentiments  respecting  its  tendency  mtire  at 
large :  at  present  he  should  content  himself 
with  moving,  '*  That  the  accounts  he  had 
"  alluded  to  be  laid  before  the  House."  The 
Noble  Lord  then  concluded  with  moving  for 
the  first  account,  viz.  that  of  the  "  Out- 
"  standing  demands  on  the  Bank,  and  of  the 
"  funds  applicable  to  the  discharge  thereof, 
"  exclusive  of  the  debt  due  to  the  Bank  by 
"  Government." 

Lord  Pelh  AM  observed,  that  the  Noble  Earl, 
in  whatever  view  he  might  consider  the  general 
tenour  of  his  observations,  had   spoken  fairly 
out,  and  was  so  far  entitled  to  praise  on  the 
score  of  candour;  for  his  own  part,  he  should 
be  as  explicit:  and  fin.t  he  observed,   with  re- 
spect to  the  suggestions  of  the  Noble  Earl,  as 
to    the   grounds  of  the  m.easure  now  before 
{  the  House,  it  was  by  no  means  proposed  at 
i  the  instance,  or  in  consequence   of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Bank.     It  was  purely  a  measure 
of  Government;  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  under 
ail  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  having  deem- 
ed it  advisable  to  propose'  a  continuance  of 
the  restriction  on   the  payment  in   specie  at 
the  Bank.     He  could  with  equal  truth  assure 
the  Noble  Earl,  that  it  was  neither  the  result 
of    any    compact    nor    connivance    between 
Government  and  the  corporation  in  question, 
but  proceeded  bonafJe  on  the  grounds  he  had 
stated.     With  respect  to  following  the  Noble 
Earl,  even  in  his  observations  upon  the  sub- 
ject regularly  before  the  House,  it  was  not  his 
intention,    as   the   information   called   for   at 
either  side  of  the  House,  was  not  yet  before 
them.     The  second  reading  of  the  bill  would 
afFord  a  regular  opportunity,  and  the  attend- 
ance, in  all  probability,  would  be  fuller  than 
at  present.     Other  points  adverted  to  by  the 
Noble  Earl,  were  oirviously  unconnected  with 
the    regular   subject    of    discussion.     A    few 
observations,    however,    in    the    present    in- 
stance, he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make. 
The  Noble  Earl  h.ad  frequently  alluded  to  the 
unfavourable  state  of  the  exchange,  and  seem-- 
ed  to  assert  that   that  circumstance   was   in 
consequence   of  the   restriction.     The    recol- 
lection  of  plain  facts  would   overthrow  this 
position — their  Lordships  would  doubtless  re- 
collect generally,  as  he  was  not  then  able  to 
speak  particularly  as    to   dates,   &c.    that   at 
the  time  that  very  necessary  and  salutary  mea- 
sure first  commenced  by  the  Order  of  Council, 
and    soon    afterv.'ards    became    a    legislative 
provision,  and  indeed  for  some  years   after, 
the  course  of  exchange  was  favourable  to  this 
country,  and  that  it  was  not  until  these  latter 
years  of  scarcity,    when   it  was  necessary   to 
send  specie  and  bullion  out  of  the  country  to 
procure  supplies  of  corn,  that  the  exchange 
became  unfavourable  to  Great  Britain.     With 
respect  to  these  motions,  the  tenour  of  which 
seemed  at    least   to   call   the   validity  of  the* 
Bank  in  question,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppos-e 
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them ;  they  were  at  bet   unnecessary.    The  I 
inquiry    in    the    first    instance    proved     the  | 
strength   and   stability   of  the   Bank,    and  its  I 
power   and  inclination   to  meet   and   answer  I 
abm.'dantly  all  demands   whatever  again;;!  it.  I 
Surely,    then,    on    the  ground  taken  by   the 
Koble  E.'.rl   himftlf,  who   had   repeatedly   in-  ! 
fisted  that  the  Bank  was  now  in  more  faviuir-  : 
able   and   prosperous    circumstances    than   at 
the  time    when   the   measure  was   originally 
proposed,    the    production    of    such    papers 
mur.t  be  totally  unnecessary.     In  short,  such 
a  proceeding  could  not  potsibly  be  productive 
of  any  good  effects,    whatever  it   may  of  a 
contrary    nature.     To   seme   of   the   other?, 
when  modified,  so  as  to  be  rendered  practi- 
cable, or  less  troublesome  to  those  who  were 
to  be  concerned  in  fnrnisl'.ing  or  m.aking  up  the 
accounts,  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  seemed 
to  entertain  no  objection. 

Lord  Auckland  objected  to  the  motions 
in  question,  precisely  on  the  same  grounds. 
They  were  at  bett  unnecessary,  as  the  former 
inquiry  afforded  full  proof  of  the  solidity  of 
the  Bank,  and  its  ample  powers  to  discharge 
all  claims  upon  it.  He  did  not  affect  to 
speak  particularly ;  biit  the  result  of  the  in- 
quiry was,  taking  them  in  roimd  sums,  that  the 
outstanding  notes  and  claims  upon  the  Bank 
amounted  to  about  13,000,000/.;  that  its  assets 
were  17,000,000/.,  independent  of  the  debt  of 
11,000,000/.  for  which  Govt,  was  responsible 
to  them.  In  consequence  of  this  appearing, 
every  man  in  the  country  was  easy  on  that 
score ;  the  general  anxiety  was  at  once  re- 
lieved. The  Noble  Earl  even  insisted  that  the 
situation  of  the  Bank  v/as  since  greatly  ame- 
liorated. Then  why  institute  an  inquiry  ?  In 
addition  to  what  had  fallen  from  his  Noble 
Friend,  as  to  the  causes  of  an  unfavourable 
course  of  exchange,  he  had  to  suggest,  that 
the  large  remittances  of  cash  in  various  ways, 
as  payment  of  subsidies  in  particular,  amount- 
ing tb  an  aggregate  of  between  30  and  40 
millions,  in  a  great  degree  contributed  to  it : 
these  remittances  were  not  yet  wholly  made — 
those  pecuniary  accounts  were  not  yet  quite 
yvound  up.  Wheii  they  were  joined  to  the 
consideration  of  the  growing  commercial  pro- 
perty and  increasing  wealth  of  the  coimtry, 
there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  the  course 
of  exchange  would  return  to  its  accustomed 
favourable  course. 

A  sort  of  explanatory  conversation  then  en- 
sued between  the  Earl  of  Moira,  Lords  Pelham 
and  Auckland,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  in 
the  course  of  which  theNobleEarl  dv'clared.he 
was  not  tenacious  of  his  two  first  motions,  and 
had  no  thoughts  pf  pressing  to  a  diyision  upon 
them.  On  these  the  question  was  afterwards 
put,  when  they  were  negatived  by  the  House. 
The  others,  which  respected  the  course  of 
exchange,  at  given  periods  between  this  coun- 
try and  Hamburgh,  the  amount  of  the  issue 


or  outstanding  notes  on  the  2  cth  dsy  of  every 
month  in  the  last  year,  and  on  the  other  topics 
relative  to  the  subject  before  the  House,  were 
either  agreed  to,  or,  in  consequence  of  some 
satisi'actory  explanations  given  by  the  Noble 
Secretary  of  State,  withdrawn  by  the  Nol>ie 
Earl. — The  documents  moved  for  by  Lord 
Auckland  were  ordered  accordingly. 

HOUSF.    or    COMMONS. 

Monday,   Feb.  2i.      \ Stt-  Mliwles,  p.  ^Zt^.'^ 

[Dismissal  of  mr.  Marshall."] — Sir 
William  El  ford  spoke  as  follcm's;  '6\\\ 
I  ri:.e  in  pilmuance  of  the  notice  I  had  the 
honour  of  giving  to  the  House  some  time  ago, 
to  submit  to  its  consideration  a  motion,  which 
has  for  its  object  an  inquiry  into  the  caures 
of  the  dicmiosal  of  Mr.  John  Marshall,  later 
master  shipwright  of  his  Majesty's  Plymouth 
dock-yard ;  and  into  other  circumstances  m 
the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  Al- 
though I  shall  not  have  any  improper  motives 
publicly  assigned  for  the  part  I  am  now  taking, 
because  it  is  unp.irliamentary  so  to  do,  I  am 
particularly  anxious  that  no  suspicions  of  that 
nature  should  rci^t  in  the  mind  of  any  Honour- 
able Member;  and  I  therefore  trust  I  may 
be  permitted  to  say  a  word  on  that  subject 
before  I  proceed. — It  might  occur  to  Gentle- 
men, that,  as  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  borough  of  Ply- 
mouth, and  this  transaction  took  place  in 
that  neighbourhood,  1  may  be  influenced  by 
some  considerations  of  local  politics;  I  can 
assure  the  House,  however,  that  of  Mr.  Mar- 
shall I  knew^  nothing  (except  by  character") 
until  the  last  summer; — that  I  know  none  o^ 
his  connexion?,  nor  has  he,  to  my  knowledge, 
any  kind  of  intercourse  with,  or  relation  to 
any  one  person  whom  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent :  neither,  Sir,  am  I  guided  by  any 
consifleraticns  of  personal  enmiiy  to  the  ho- 
nourable members  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  ; 
I  can  have  no  private  enmity  to  them  ;  nor,  if 
I  had,  would  it,  if  I  know  myself,  influence 
my  conduct  here.  I  shall  speak  of  them  as 
public  men,  and  shall  advance  nothin.e:  in- 
jurious to  their  feelings,  beyond  that  which  is 
necessary  to  establish  certain  facts  which  re- 
gard them  in  their  public  characters.  Neither 
am  I  influenced  by  any  view  of  factious  oppo- 
sition to  his  Majesty's  government,  a  prin- 
ciple o'.i  which  1  never  have  acted,  and  trust 
I  neve}-  can  act.  These  are  the  motives  by 
which  I  am  not  influenced  ;  those  which  do 
guide  me  are,  first,  to  vindicate  the  character 
of  one  of  the  most  meritorious,  most  skilful, 
most  zealous,  and  most  injured  men  this  day 
existing  in  his  Majesty's  dominions;  and  which 
becopies  the  more  necessary,  in  consequence 
of  what  fell  from  an  Hon.  Member  and  a 
Noble  Lord,  whom  I  have  not  the  honour  of 
knowing,  in  this  place,  some  time  ago,  rela-- 
tive  to  Mr.  Marshall ;  the  first  of  whom  aS-^ 
serted,  in  unqualified  terms,  his  undoubted" 
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delinquency,  and  the  latter,  from  worthy  and 
kind  motives  I  am  sure,  first  asserted  his  con- 
viction of  his  innocence,  and  a  few  days  after- 
■tvards  a  belief  of  his  guilt ;  which  latter  was 
inferred  from  Mr.  Marshall's  not  having  taken 
steps  to  justify  himself,  and  having  submitted 
quietly  to  his  fate.  This  inference,  I  trust, 
1  shall  completely  do  away  beibre  I  sit  down. 
The  other  motive  is  to  make  some  strictures 
on  certain  acts  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
which  I  consider  as,  equally  with  this,  in- 
jurious to  the  public  service.  I  never  address 
this  House  without  very  considerable  agita- 
tion ;  which  however,  much  as  I  experience 
it  at  present,  would  be  still  greate'r,  did  I  not 
feel  that  the  task  I  have  undertaken  is  not  one 
Vvhich  requires  any  great  talents  or  know- 
ledge; that  it  will  consist  in  little  more  than 
a  statement  of  facts,  which  will  enforce  their 
cv\'-n  inferences ;  and  that  I  shall  therefore 
have  to  trouble  the  House  with  little  of  ar- 
gument, and  with  few  observations  beyond 
those  which  will  be  necessary  to  explain  such 
circumstances  in  Mr.  Marshall's  case,  as  are 
of  a  professional  or  technical  nature.  I  shall 
state  nothing  as  a  positive  fact  but  v,-hat  1 
know  to  be  so  ;  and  nothing  as  a  reputed  one 
but  what  I  firmly  believe  such  ;  being  always 
open  to  correction,,  should  I  advance  anything 
xvhich  is  not  well  founded. — InFeb.  iScz,  a 
committee  of  the  Navy  Board,  consisting  of 
Sir  William  Rule, .  Mr.  Gambler,  and  Mr. 
Tucker,  kite  Secretary  to  the  First  Lord,  went 
to  Plymouth  dock,  to  examine  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  late  m.aster  caulker  there,  against 
whom  some  charges  had  been  exhibited. 
During  the  course  of  his  examination,  there 
appeared  som.e  circumistances  which  induced 
thcrn  to  ask  certain  questions  of  Mr.  Marshall, 
Mr.  Lugger  the  Clerk  of  the  Survey,  and 
another  olficer  of  the  yard ;  and  they  were 
informed  that  they  might  write  to  the  Board 
in  explanation.  Mr.  Marshall  (and  I  believe 
the  others)  did  so ;  but,  as  there  was  no 
specific  charge  against  him,  he  could  only 
guess  what  was  the  nature  of  the  suspicions 
entertained,  and  therefore  made  the  best  ex- 
planation a  man  under  such  circumstances  of 
uncertainty  could  do  *. 


Sir,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what 
report  was  made  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy ;  but  I 
have  a  righ':  to  infer  that  it  was  not  such  as 
would  p05s;^iv  warrant  the  dism.issal  of  Mr. 
Marshall.,  b':cause  I  know,  that  in  point  of 
fact,  v/hcn  his  dismissal  was  annoxmced,  som.e 
commissioners  of  the  navy  made  strong  repre- 
sentations of  his  eminent  services,  professional 
skill,  and  general  character,  which  however 
availed  nothing,  and  he  and  the  ethers 
were  dismissed  in  a  month  aftenvards,  with- 
out being  formally  accused,  without  being 
heard  in  their  defence,  and  without  any  re- 
gard to  a  most  useful  and  meritorious  service 
of  m.ore  than  thirty-seven  years  of  his  life. 
The  first  intimation  of  his  most  unexpected 
disgrace  was  given  him  by  his  successor's 
going  into  his  house,  and  shewing  him  the 
warrant  of  his  appointment  by  which  he  was 
superseded.  I  believe  it  will  be  admitted, 
that  some  estimate  may  be  formed  of  a  man's 
conduct  and  character  by  the  degree  of  esti- 
mation in  which  he  is  held  by  the  neighbour- 
hood in  which  he  resides.  Now,  Sir,  there 
was  an  opinion  very  prevalent,  and  I  fear  too 
well  founded,  that  great  depredations  had 
been  committed  in  his  Majesty's  dock-yards; 
and  therefore  the  predisposition  of  the  public 
was  rather  to  rejoice  in  the  dismissal  of  any 


*  Honourable  Sirs, — You  having  been  pleased, 
on  your  late  visit  to  this  yntd,  in  ccnsequence  of 
the  examination  winch  took- place  in  the  several 
departments,  to  signify  that  the  respective  ofticers 
should  each  for  themselves  address  you  on  the 
subject,  and  explain  by  wiiting;,  the  cause  of  the 
several  particulars  that  you  had  reason  to  be  dis- 
pleased with  ;  I  tl'.erefore  hutnbly  beg  leave  to  ac- 
quaint yon,  that  with  respect  to  the  English  timber 
hot  being  stamped  with  the  mitials  of  the  ofHcer 
who  attended  the  surveys,  I  can  say  with  great 
truth,  thai  I  never  knew  tlie  practice  was  dii- 
continued  till  about  the  end  of  the  year  iSoo.  The 
Engii'h  timber  was  always  surveyed  by  my  two 
assistants,  taking  week  and  week  with  the  cleik 
officers.  As  soon  as  I  discovered  that  it  was 
omiitedj    I  iniraediately.  gave    directions   tot    the 


practice  being  resumed,  and  appointed  a  man  to 
a:^-sist  the  person,  who  complained  that  the  duty 
was  too  hard  for  him  (and  which,  I  believe,  was 
the  cause  of  its  bein?  omitted,  in  the  first  place)  ; 
and  was  continued  till  the  new  regulations  respect' 
ing  timber  took  place.  With  respect  to  the  timber- 
book  kept  by  my  assistants,  it  appears  by  the 
recorfN  in  my  office,  that  it  v/as  never  the  practice 
to  enter  any  thing  more  than  the  progressive  num- 
bers, with  the  date  and  names  of  the  ofncers : 
that  being  a  part  of  duty  particularly  appointed  to 
them,  I  never  interfered,  unless  they  thought 
proper  to  call  on  me  for  my  opinion,  when  on 
the  surveys  of  the  timber.  With  respect  to  the 
notes  made  by  the  foreman  of  the  caulkers,  and 
signed  by  me,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  to 
your  Honours,  when  here,  dated  the  5th  inst.  and 
a  copy  of  my  directions  therein  enclosed,  given 
in  my  minute  of  the  14th  Aug.  last  to  the  re- 
spective masters,  foremen,  kc. — It  has  given  me 
very  great  concern  to  find,  that,  on  investigation, 
the  business  has  not  been  conducted  so  as  to  meet 
your  approbation-  All  1  can  say  is,  that  you  may 
depend  on  my  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
cause  the  whole  of  the  business  in  my  department 
to  be  carried  on  to  your  satisfaction  in  future.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  no  intentional  omission  of  duty 
can  be  imputed  to  me  ;  I  have  endeavoured, 
through  a  long  series  of  years,  in  the  various  sta- 
tions I  have  filled  in  the  service,  to  conduct  myself 
as  a  good  officer  and  an  honest  man  :  and  I  declare 
it  to  be  the  greatest  pride  of  my  lite  to  be  con- 
sidered as  such,  and  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  have 
the  happiness  of  being  considered  in  that  light  by 
your  Honours.     1  am,  Hon.  Sirs,  cVc.  ^c. 

Fib.   1S02.  JoUN   M.MlSHislL« 

Hon.  Navy  Boards  .,       .   " 
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of  the   officers,    as  their  dis,<?rare  might   be  I  Now  here  I   beg  to  lake  my  stand.      Here 
is  a  letter  from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty— from  the  head  of  that  board  by  which 


attributed  to  a  discovery  of  their  collusion  in 
such  practices;  but,  notwithstanding  this 
propensity,  such  was  the  effect  of  character, 
that  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  persons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  convinced  of  their  innocence, 
expressed  only  compassion  for  their  unmerited 
disgrace,  and  indignation  at  those  by  whom 
it  was  inflicted.  1  can  assure  the  House,  that 
this  was  not  one  of  those  sudden  and  transient 
emotions,  which  are  quickly  excited,  and 
soon  subside  ;  but  that,  after  all  the  inquiry 
and  investigation  which  that  event  has  occa- 
sioned, the  same  sensation  continues  undi- 
minished. It  v.as  demonstrated  at  the  time, 
by  the  general  and  almost  universal  tokens 
of  respect  shewn  to  these  unfortunate  gentle- 
men by  persons  theretofore  unknown  to 
them,  by  officers  of  the  navy  and  army,  as 
well  as  by  the  inhabitants  in  general,  paying 
them  petsonal  attention  ;  and  the  same  tokens 
of  regard  continue  to  be  shewn  to  Mr.  Mar- 
shall and  Mr.  Lugger,  the  only  two  whp  now 
reside  there,  to  this  very  moment. — Sir,  Mr. 
Marshall,  on  consultation  with  his_  friends 
what  measures  he  ought  to  pursue  in  justifica- 
tion of  his  conduct,  was  strenuously  advised 
to  rest  quiet  for  a  time,  in  hopes  that,  when 
his  character  and  mentorious  services  should 
be  duly  considered,  his  severe  sentence  would 
be  reversed ;  but  finding,  after  some  months, 
no  probability  of  such  a  result,  he  wrote  a 
letter  and  memorial,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  copies,   to  Lord  St.  Vincent*. 


*  Mv  Lord,— 1  most  humbly  take  leave  to  address 
your  Lordship  on  the  subject  of  my  dismi.^sal  from 
my  late  situation  of  master  shipwright  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dock-jard  at  Flymouth  dock-  Not  having 
the  honour  of  being  personally  known  to  your 
Lordship,  I  am  induced  to  presume  has,  in  a  great 
measure,  been  the  cause  of  my  misfortune.  Had 
your  Lordship  been  a  witness  to  the  strict  and 
constant  attention  I  always  paid  to  my  duty^  which 
many  of  the  admirals  and  captains  of  the  fleet  have 
whose  ships  have  been  fitted  and  refitted  at  the 
poits  I  have  served  in,  I  flatter  myself  I  should 
have  experienced  a  better  fate,  and  the  honour  of 

vourLordship's  patronage  and  protection. 1  have, 

my  Lord,  been  favoured  wjth  very  strong  certiticates 
from  many  admirals  and  captains  of  the  fleet,  ex- 
pressive of  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  and 
abilities  as  an  officer,  which  I  have  obtained  only 
from  a  desiie  of  making  my  real  character  known 
to  your  Lordship,  and  to  endeavour  to  remove  those 
unfavourable  impressions,  which,  from  the  severe 
censure  which  has  been  inflicted  upon  me  by  the  or- 
ders of  theRt.  Hon.  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  1  am  in- 
duced to  believe,  has  h;therto  not  been  known  to 
your  Lordship;  and  which  if  your  Lordship  would 
permit  me  to  lay  before  you,  and  that  you  will  take 
the  troub'e  of  perusing',  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
see  cause  of  considering  my  case  in  a  mor.;  favour- 
able light,  and  either"  restore  me  to  my  former 
situation,    or   giant   me  such   relief  as  will   afford 

myself  and  family  a  comfortable  subsistrnce. 1 

was  se'.en  years,  my  Lord,  master  shipwright  of 
JPlymouth  yard,   dating  which  il.iis  1  Ti'-Vfx  ■".Icpt  | 

Vot,  III-  ' 


out  of  it  more  than  two  nights,  except  upon  duty; 
and  I  beg  to  assuie  your  Lordship,  upon  my  sacred 
word,  that  my  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  his  Majesty's 
service  has  ever  been  constant  and  unremitting. — 
1  undeistand  tliut  neg'ect  of  duty  has  been  attri- 
buted to  me,  inasmuch  as  not  having  caused 
.'agieeable  to  the  instructions  o^  the  Navy  B  yard) 
the  [English  timber  to  be  jimpeily  maikcd,  en  the 
'•urvey,  and  receipt  of  it  into  the  yard  ;  to  winch 
I  humbly  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  my  avocations 
being  so  much  engrossed,  and  taken  up  in  the 
other  various  and  urgent  duties  of  my  dtp;irtment, 
the  survey  of  the  timber  had  always  been  done 
bv  one  of  my  assistants,  and  a  clerk  oflicer  ;  of 
course  I  could  not  be  accoun  able  for  an  omission 
'if  that  kind  :  but  as  soon  as  I  di'-covered  that  it 
had  lieen  omitted,  which  was  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  i8oo,  1  immediately  caused  the  marking 
to  be  resumed  ;  and  it  hss  been  correctly  done  from 
that  time  to  the  time  of  the  late  inquiry  made  by 
the  Hon.  Navy  Boaui,  of  which  they  appealed 
satisfied. — I  shall  not  trespass  longer  upon  your 
Lordship's  lime,  than  to  lequest  you  will  favour  the 
enclostd  paper  with  a  peiusal,  which  contains  an 
account  of  the  vaiious  situations  and  services  in 
which  I  have  been  engaged  in  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice, and  which  is  faithfully  detailed.  With  mine 
and  family's  earnest  prayers  that  your  Lordship 
will  take  our  situation  into  consideration,  and  grant 
us  relief,  I  remain  with  all  due  submission,  my 
Lord,  &c.  &c. 

Plymouth  Doci,  JoHN  Maushali.. 

Ji/ri!'    17,     180Z. 

The  Kt.  Hon.  John  Earl  St.  Vincent. 

My  Lord, — I  most  humbly  bsg  to  inform  you, 
that  I  came  into  his  Majesty's  service  in  the  year 
1765,  as  an  apprentice  to  Sir  John  Henslow,  then 
belonging  to  Portsmouth  dock-yard  :  1  remained 
there  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hurit,  who  was 
master  ship-vright,  as  a  draughtsman,  till  the  year 
1775;  ^  '■hcu  went  to  Plymouth,  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  Sii  John  Henslow,  as  master  ship- 
wright there.  In  1776,  I  was  made  aquarteiman, 
and  appointed  an  overseer  to  the  building  a  man 
of  war  at  Messrs.  Adams,  Barnard,  and  Co-  in  ths 
river  Thames.  In  1777  1  was  appointed  to  build 
a  man  of  war  at  Mr.  Barnard's  at  Ipswich  ;  and 
after  that  another.  In  1779  I  returned  again  to 
Plymouth  yard.  In  1780  I  was  appointed  to 
build  a  ship  of  war  at  Mr.  Fisher's  yard  at  Liver- 
pool, and  remained  there  till  the  end  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  in  1763  ;  in  all  which  time  I  built  seven 
ships  of  war:  after  which  I  returned  to  Plymouth 
yard,  and  was  appointed  foreman  of  the  new 
works,  and  occasiunaliy  acted  as  purveyor  till 
17S5,  when  1  was  appointed  draughtsman  to  Sir 
John  Henslow  at  the  Navy  oflice.  In  17S6  I  was 
appointed  bv  the  Admiralty  Board,  master  mast- 
maker  of  Deptford  yard  ;  and  I  was  ordered  to 
Liverpool  on  service  to  take  up  tenders;  and  in 
17S8  was  appointed  to  go  into  the  Grampian 
mountains,  to  survey,  and  report  on,  the  forest 
ofGlenmore.  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Gordori ; 
which  seivice  I  performed  veiy  much  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Navy  Board,  and  e\e\y  person  con- 
cerned     Ip.    179O3  I  was  appointed  builder's  Rs- 
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Mr.  Marshall  was  dismissed;  in  which  are  I  of  manifesting  them,  by  that  investigatio*. 
stated  the  grounds  and  charges  on  which  that  into  his  conduct,  v/Iiich,  as  a  British  subject, 
event  was  founded:  it  would  be  to  accuse  and  by  all  the  analogies  of  the  criminal  juris- 
that  Noble  Lord  of  the  grossest  duplicity  to  prudence  of  his  country,  he  had  a  right  to 
suppose,  that  \\hen  his  reply  purports  to  be  expect.  After  endeavouring  in  vain  to  ob- 
a  statement  of  the  causes  of  Mr.  Marshall's  tain  an  audience  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  Mr. 
die-grace,  he  had  not  enumerated  them  fairly  j  Marshall  watched  an  opportunity  to  put 
and  fully;  and  I  have  therefore  a  right  to  lay  ,  a    letter    into    his    Lordship's    hands*. - 


d^v^•n  the  position,  that  these  were  the  causes 
vhich  operated  on  the  mind  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  to  dismiss  this  long-tried  and  meri- 
torious servant  of  the  public  ;  and  that  any 
proof  of  miscondiict    which    subsequent   in- 
vestigations and  scrutinies,  by  oaths,  or  other- 
wise (on  which  I  shall  say  a  word  by  and  by), 
rnay  have  produced  against  him,   even  admit- 
ting for  argument's  sake  only,  that  the  grossest 
ftiiSconduct  has  been  discovered,  do,  in  fact, 
create  no   excuse   whatever   for   this    violent 
measure,  although  it  might  indeed  have  been 
a    sufficient   reason   for   not    reinstating    Mr. 
Marshall,    in  case  he    should   have  been   ac- 
quitted  on  examination  of  those   charges  on 
which  he  v/as  stated  to  have  been  dismissed. — 
Soon  after  tiie  receipt  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall w'as  informed,   that  the  Boards  of  the 
Admiralty   and  Navy  were  expected  at  Ply- 
mouth ;  and  he  waited  their  arrival  with  that 
anxiety,  \vhich  a  man,  conscious  of  integrity 
and  injury  like  his,  must  naturally  experience, 
until  the  due  opportunity  was  afforded  him 

sistant  at  Sheerncs';,  urtrfer  Sir  WiUiam  Rule ;    and 
III  the  same  year  F   was  appointed  assistant  to  tlic 
surveyors  of   the  navy.     Durina;    my  '^tiy  in  that 
©tnce,   I  was  ordered  to  Greertnck   in  Scotland,  to 
a  ship  driven  iiito  the  Clyde  in  diitres^  ;  and  once 
\o    Leith   in    Scotland,    to   take  up,    and    fit  out, 
traO'ports  for  the  troops  coinp  to  Holland,  when 
General  Abtrcromby  and  ford  Ada;ni  Gordon  gave 
wie  the  stronsjest  marks  of  approba-ion  to  Sir  Henrv 
Martin,  the  compti oiler  of  the  navy,  for  my  i)er- 
severancc  and  dispatch  in  fitting  those  ships;  and 
I  had  the  thanks   of  Sir  Henry.     On   my  leturn   1 
■was    appointed    ma^^ter    shipwri2,ht    of    Sheerntss 
yard;  and  in   i795   "^  ^^"^  appointed   to  Plymouth 
dock-yard.     I   have  been  thirty-seven  years  in  his 
Majesty's  set  vice;  and  1  can  say  with  great  truth, 
that  his  Majesty  has  not  a  servant  that  has  acted  I 
upon  paier  principles,  more  careful  of  his  Majesty's 
f.tores,  or   more  conscientious  in  tlie   discharge  of 
hi'i  duty  ;  and  it    is  the  only  comfort  in   my  very 
?;r(  at  di-^tress,  that  I  have  that  character  from  all 
ranks  of  people  that  know  me.     Had  1  been  idle, 
neglectful,    wanting,-  in  abihties,    or    dishonest,     I 
:ihould  have  deserved  my  fate. 

To  which  the  following  rep'v  was  made  hv  his 
Lordship  : — Sir,  The  Board  gave  full  consideration 
to  your  service";,  which  were  duly  represented  bv 
the  Navy  E"ard,  but  found  it  impossible  to  pass 
over  the  total  dereliction  of  your  duty,  which 
appeared  as  well  in  signing  extra  notes  for  caulkers' 
and  the  painters'  v.ork,  as  In  the  circumstances 
rou  have  stated  ;  and  every  day's  experience  proves 
the  materi;.'!  injury  the  public  h.as  received  bv  the 
j,yM.em  formerly  pursued  in  Plymouth  vard.  I  am, 
Kir,  &c.  &c.  <;x.  Vj;;cr.NT. 

..UiiiraLy,  June  zz,  loo";. 


*  TvIy  r,oi!n, — On  your  Lordship's  arrival  at  this 
place,   I  at  fust  intended  to   solicit  you  to  grant  me 
a    personal   interview;  but   when   1  witnessed   the 
multiplicity    of    weightv    and    important    concerns 
which    engap;ed    your   time   and   attention   here,    I 
deemed  it  no  less  respectful  to  your  l.ord.ihip,  th?u 
satisfactory  to  mvself,  to  ad:^pt   this   method  of  ad- 
diessrng  mvself  to  your  most  seriaus  consideration. 
It  would  be  impossible,  my  Lord,  to  enter  into  the 
details,  and  the  reflections  they  suggest,  of  a  case 
s )  peculiarly  severe  and  afflicting  as  mine  is,  with- 
out   previouslv   trying   to   engage  such  a  portion  of 
your  Lor(lf>hip's  calm  and  patient  attention,  as  will 
ensure   me   a  full    and  perfect  hearing,  in  what  I 
have   now   fiie   honour   to  state  to  you,  whether  1 
renion^rate    in   the   forcible   language  of  conscious 
integrity,  or   give  vent   to   the  wounded  feelings  of 
ojipressed  innocence.     Before  f  enter  upon  my  jus- 
tification afresh,   I  feel   it   my  duty  to  offer  to  your 
Lordship   my  acknowledgments  and  thanks  for  the 
answer    which   you  condescended  to  make  to  my 
letter   to  you  of  the    iith  of  June  last;  and  I  feel 
the   more  obliged   for   such  an  instance  of  v-our  fa- 
vour, as  I  am  thereby  enabled  to  ascertain,  in  some 
measuie,  the  cause  of  that  displeasure,  and  the  na- 
ture of  those  imputations,  which,  after  a  faithful 
discharge  of  my  duty  for  thirty-seven  years  to  my 
King  and  country,  have  deprived  me  of  mv  biead, 
and  driven    me   in   the  decline  of  life,  forlorn  and 
'  destitute,    surrounded   with   a    growing  family,    to 
form  new  connexions,  and  open   new  avenues  for 
earning  my  subsistence  !  But  1  will  stifle  the  voice 
of  compTaiint,  and  appeal  to  your  Lordship's  justice 
and   human'ity  only — At   the  expiration  of  nearly 
four  months  from  the  time  v.-hen   I   was  dismissed, 
with  every  token  of  ignominious  disgrace,  from  my 
official  situation,  as  master  shipwright  of  Plymouth 
dock-yard,  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  accusation 
preferred   against   me,  unconfronted  with    my  ac- 
cuserg,    unasked   for   mv  defence,    I   found   myself 
char-ed,  under  three  heads  of  culpability,  by  your 
Lordship,  which  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  be  allowed 
to  meet  and  answer  distinctly. — fn  the   survey  of 
timl)cr  brought  into  the^dock-yard :  being  sensible 
of  the  acknov*-ledi;ed  ability   and   general"  attention 
of  my  assistants^  I  committed  to  their  trust,  in  con- 
junction with  a  clerk  ofScer,  the  charge  of  survey- 
ing and   marking  all   English    timber  received  into 
the  yard.     (The  foreign  timber  I  always  surveyed 
myself,  consistent  with  the  practice  of  former  build- 
ers, and  agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  the  honour- 
able Navy  Board.)      It  was  not  till  the  latter  end  of 
the  year   i8co   that  I  discovered,  that  the  officers 
appointed  to  execute  this  duty  had  omitted  to  nuirk 
on  the  pieces   the   initials  of  '.heir  names,  and  the 
date  of  the  time  when  they  were  received.     Upon 
being  informed  of  it,  Host  not  a  moment  in  causing 
the  usual  practice  to  be  resumed;  and  it  was  ever 
after  punctually  performed.      Even   in  scrutinizing 
this  omission,  frntrd  or   imposition  was  never   im- 
j  put«d  to  those  to  whom  this  duty,  though  ineom-- 
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It  would  be  an  insult  to  the  feelings  of  the  I  them,  whether  it  appears  to  be  written  by  a 
House,  were  I  to  call  their  attention  to  the  ;  man  who  had  been  meanly  pilfering  and  de- 
style  and  language   of  this  letter,  or  to  ask    frauding  the  public  ;  or  of  one  who,  conscious 


pctently  executed,  wns  delegatffl  ;  nor  has  malice 
or  misrepresentation  dared  to  suggest,  that  a  false 
admeasurement  was   used,  or  that  the  public  suf- 
fered any  pecuniary  injury  from   the  ne;zli!.',eiice  of 
the   clerk  officers   and   my  ai-sistanti. — Respecting 
the  charge  of  improperly  signing  extra   note^  for 
caulkers,  I  have  only  to  reply,  that  during  the  pe- 
riod I  \\us  master  shipwright  of  Plymouth  y:'rd,   1 
strictly  complied  with  the  regulations  laid  down  by 
tlic  honourable  Navy  Board;  treading  in  the  steps 
of  my  predecessors,  and  the  general  approved  prac- 
tice of  his  Majesty's  sei  vice. — VVhen  caulkers  were 
ordered  to  woik  on  board  ships  afloat,  the  foreman 
cf   the   caulkers  received   his   directions  from    the 
master  caulker  to  make  out  extra  notes  for  the  per- 
sons so  employed,  agreeable   to   the   hoard  regula- 
•t.inus;  which  notes,  aher  being  sigticd  jji  that  de- 
partment, were  brought   to  me  for  my  signature, 
to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the  check  to  set  oft'  such 
extra  labour,  and  to  make  out  a  victualling  note, 
in  order  that  the  parties  might  receive  their  provi- 
sions aboard.— In  the  performance  of  this  part  of 
my    duty  1  aril   not  cc/scious  of  having  failed  to 
exert  the  utmost  ciicum.jpection  I  was  capable  ot, 
to  prevent  irreg\!laiity  and  in. position  of  every  de- 
scription; no  stronger  proof  of  which  can  be  ex- 
hibited to  your  Lordbhip  than  my  having  issued  an 
order   (a  copy  of  which   I  annex  to  this  letter  for 
your  Lordship's  consideration)   in  consequence  of  a 
single  instance  of  supposed  dcliiuiuency  having  been 
intimated  to  me.     Y.m  will  ))lea:;e  to  observe,  my 
Lord,  that   with  a  view    to  impress,  in  the   most 
forcible   manner,    upon   the    ^^inds  of    those  con- 
cerned, a  sense  of  their  duty,  I  required  all  thft  sub- 
ordinate officers  to  put  their  signatures  to  the  ori- 
ginal Older   now   in   my  possession,  that  no  peison 
inight,    at   any  future   jtime,   plead  ignorance  of  its 
nature  and  extent.  —From  this  period  1  never  heard, 
or  had  room   to  believe,  that  any  abuses  existed  in 
this   department,    until    the    i;;\estiga;ion    by    the 
Navy   Board  took   place  :  the   result  of  which   in- 
quiry I  liid,  and  stiil  do  presume  to  think,  attache! 
criminality  only  to  Mr.  Pasco,  the  late  foreman  of 
the  caulkers. — The  third  and  last  charge  against  me 
js,  for  having  improperly  signed  extra  notes  for  the 
performance  of  painteis' work — My  Loid    I  chal- 
lenge the  records  of  ofiice  to  produce  any  notes  of 
this  (lesciiption  with  my  signature  affixed  to  them, 
except  in  those  instances  when  the  painters'  work 
was  executed  by  tjie  carpenters  of  the  ships  making 
a  demand  for  a   supply  of  paint;  in  which  pase  I 
complied  with  my  instructions,  by  c<using  the  pro- 
per proportions  allotted  for  that  pui  pose  to  be  fur- 
nished to   them   accordingly. — To  the  existence  of 
any  abuse  in  this  particular  I   am   a  stranger,     jn 
regard  to  painters'  work,  performed  in  the  haibour 
by  the   painters  of   the  deck-yard,  or   within   the 
yaid  itself,  I  never,  my  Lord,  in  a  single  instance, 
Jailed  to  have  my  measurer  present,  to  measure  the 
cjuantum  of  work  done,  in  order  that  the  bill§  for 
it  might  be  correctly  made  out.     If,  therefi>re,  any 
omis-ion  or  negligence  t^e  iniputablc  to  any  person 
in  conducting  this  branch  of  the  public  seiviq;',  it 
caimot  be  attributed  to  the  department  over  which 
1  ^irexided,— ^I  have  now,   my  Lord,  I  trust,  rcpheq 
fuiiioletely  audbat'slacioiil)  to  all  the  charges  exhi- 


bited against  mc  in  my  l.itc  official  capacity.     But  there 
is  one  point  yet  untouched.    I  have  been  informed,  that, 
.IS  the  head  of  an  ofRce,  I  was  responsible  for  al/  ibusc, 
neglects,  or  omissions,    committed  by  the  subordinate 
officers  of  my  dcjiariincnt.     Such  .t  principle  I  seek  not 
either  to  deny   or  rei.isr.     I  chim,  my  Lord,  only  thc- 
libcral  and  honourable  interpretation  of  it  on   my  con- 
duct.    Let    the   magni  ude,  vaiicty,   and    intricacy    of 
the  complicated  operations,  incident  to  my  late  offitiai 
situation,  he  fauiy  estimated  ;   let  the  period   of  time 
(nine yean  of  ilhv  )  in    which  I  held  it  at  Shecrncss  and 
Plymouth,   be  remembered  ;   let  those  who  commandc(yL 
fleets  and  ships,  dependant  upon  this   ynid   for  repair? 
and  supplies  of  every  kind,  declare  what  were  my  exer- 
tions, ai-d  when  I  was  cvci"  known    to   shrink  from  the 
innumerable  duties  of  my  staticn.     But  why  should  I 
offer  to  your  Lordship  the  certificates  and  expressions  of 
esteem    and   approbation   of  tuboulinate  officers,   which 
ate  in  my    possession?   No:   to   the    hc:id   of  the   naval 
profc:sion  at  once;  to  your  Lordship's  own  testimony; 
to  that  of  your  noble  prcdecesior  in  the  command  of  thff 
Channel   fleer,  Lord   BrJL'poit;   and  to  your  successor, 
Admiral  Cornvvailis,  I  dare  to  make  my  appeal,  and 
with  honourable  confidence  demand,  when  were  greater 
or  more  unremliting  exertions  used   to  refit  and  supply 
the  British  fleet,   than  during   the    long  and  arduous  pe- 
riod in  which  it  blockaded  Brest,  when  its  w.ints  and 
deficiencies  necessarily   fell   principally   upon   Plymouth, 
dock-vard.     It  \i  not  in   tlve  arrogance  of  vanity,  but 
in  thc'honcst  consciousness   of  professional  ability,   un- 
deservedly degraded,  that  I  da.e  ro.challcn:j,ccoraparisoi>. 
wiih  those  f9r  whom  I  have  been  displaced,  whether  in 
the   details   or   grand  outline  of  my    duty   as   a    ship- 
builder, and  the  director  of  the  operations  of  a  great  na- 
val   arsenal. — I    cannot    take   leave   of  your    Lord'hip„ 
without  again  imploring   your  undivided  .attention  to  3. 
case,  which,  wliRU  considered  in  all  its  parts,  has  been 
punished  with  a  severity  beyond  all  former  example.     I 
am  no  stranger  to  the  generosity  of  your  Lordship's  dis- 
pov.tion  towa.ds  the  unfortunate,  ijor  to  the  justness  of 
the  principles  vviiich  govern  yo)ir  conduct  in  your  exalte^ 
ofhcird  capacity.     I  clajrn  .an  extension  of  those  quali- 
ties to  mvsclf,'  only  when  my  character,  both  for  inte- 
grity  and   professional    talcnr,  shall  have  been  investi- 
gated, and  been   pronouticcd  upon  :   siich  an   invcstiga- 
rior!  I  supplicate  from  your  Lordship  in  its   rpost  unli- 
mited severity   of  application.     I   have   been  taught  tc> 
consider  it  as  a  general   principle  of  my  country,   whcr^ 
palpable  and  ■-■ircct  delinquency  did  not  mark   the  con- 
duct of  the  accused  :   and  I    feel  confident  that  Lord  St. 
Vincent  will  not  withhold  it  from  mc. — I  have  the  ho- 
nour  to  be,  my  Lord,  with   the   most   icspcctful  consir 
deration,  vour  Lordship's  most  dirtiful,  &c.  4'c. 
Rt.  Hon  John  F.urlSt.  l^m.-^ni,        John  MArvSHAL;.,_ 
^oi/i  ^lu^uH  i8oz. 
The  order  referred  ro  in  the  letter  is  as  follows  :._ 
The  respective  niastcrs,  foremen,  &C.  that  arc  in   t'r.a 
habit  of  making  notes  for  ciitia,  on  occasions  of  dock^j^ 
ings,  i.ndertakings,   dinner-times,  going  to   th2  Soqnd 
or'Cawb.and  B.u',  or  fpr  extra  upon  any  occasion  vvharT 
ever,  a- e  hereby  strictly  enjoined  nor  to  put  any  persons, 
thereon,  but  such  as  are  actually  on  tV.e  spot,  and  em- 
ploved  upon  the  service  far  which  the  note  or  notes  are 
made,  as  an  invcstig'alon  of  that  busyiess  is  expected 
soon  to  take  place;    :ind  should  it  be  discovered  that:  arjj 
persons  have  ken  allov.ed  cy.tni  fov  services  they  havf 
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of  his  zeal,  his  assiduity,  his  professional  ta- 
lents, and  his  undeserved  disgrace,  called  on 
the  justice  of  his  country  for  redress.  I  trust, 
too,  after  having  stated  these  letters,  that  no 
Hon.  Member  will  infer  guilt  in  Mr.  Manihall, 
fi  jin  any  supposed  failure  on  his  part,  to  seek 
for  justification  of  and  inquiry  into  his  con- 
duct.— I  have  heard  it  rumoured,  that  the 
terms  in  which  the  before-mentioned  order  are 
conceived,  admit  of  this  construction,  namely, 
that  Mr.  Marshall  had  been  conniving  at  irre- 
gularities hitherto;  but  having  heard  they  were 
to  be  investigated,  he  had  given  this  caution 
to  his  associates.  I  hope  and  believe  no  such 
interpretation  has  ever  been  put  on  this  order, 
because  they  can  only  have  been  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  vilest  minds.  Had  this  been  the 
case,  surely  he  would  not  have  given  this  pub- 
lic notice,  but  have  put  a  stop  to  the  practices 
reirrred  to  by  private  intimation  ;  and  least  of 
all.  would  he  have  sent  this  very  order  as  a 
ground  of  justification  to  the  First  Lord  of 
-;■  ,v  Admi:a!ty.— Although,  in  the  letter  T  have 
just  read,  Mr.  Marshall  has  explained  his 
conduct  in  such  terms  as  doubtless  must  be 
perfcclly  intelligible  to  the  First  Lord  and 
Board  of  Admiralty  ;  yet  tiiere  are  certain  de- 
tails which  arc  requisite  to  render  his  defence 
iMrierstood  by  this  House,  which  are  of  a 
professional  and  technical  nature,  and  which 
I  shall  state  in  as  few  words  as  possible. — The 
first  charge  is.  that  Mr.  Marshall  omitted  to 
mark  the  timber  which  was  received  into  the 
yard,  accordnig  to  the  oirections  of  the  Navy 
Board.  ]>Jow,  the  practice  pursued  is  as  fol- 
lows :  when  timber  arrives  at  the  yard,  it  is 
taken  out  of  the  vessels  and  spread  on  the 
survey  ground,  and  examined  by  shipwrights, 
by  boring  and  spotting ;  after 'it  is  so  pre- 
pared, a  time  is  appointed  by  the  surveying 
officers,  when  all  the  dtu'-i:i  are  pointed' ou't 
to  the  shipwright  officer  (that  is,  the  builder  or 
one  of  his  assistants),  who  then  pronounces 
what  abatement  (if  any)  shall  be  made  for  any 
defects,  which  is  immediately  marked  on  the 
piece,  in  order  to  fix  the  price  per  load  ;  after 
which  the  whole  is  measured,  and  its  contents 
cut  on  the  butt  and  the  sides ;  and  then  the 
labourer  who  attends,  strikes  on  tb^  butt  the 
initials  of  the  name  of  the  ship-ivright  ojjicer, 
and  the  date  r^vheii  rec-i-ved.  Now,  "the  0!Tiis- 
sion  charged  is  in  the  last  part  of  this  process 
only.  It  has  been  the  practice,  for  a  great 
mimber  of  years  past,  in  the  Plymouth  yard 
(and  I  believe  in  the  others),  for  the  master 
budder  to  receive  the  English  timber,  and  for 
nis  assistants  to  receive  all  foreign  timber; 
and  this  is  sanctioned  by  the  directions  of  the 


nor  performed,  thr  consequences  will  be  very  unpleasant 

to  tlic  par  ics  concerned. 

I ^th  August  iSci.  Robert  Davies. 

By  order  of  the  master  shipwright. 

To  this  he  obliged  .ill  thos?  whom  ir  concerned,  to 
subscribe  tlicir  nrim^b,  that  no  one  mi^ht  picud  igno- 
rance of  ito  cxtitentc. 


Navy  Board.  Now,  not  a  single,  not  a  soli^ 
tary  instance  of  o-mssion  has  been  detected  in  the 
fnarking  of  the  foreign  timber  received  by  Mr. 
Marshall  himself;  and  as  soon  as  he  found 
that  this  part  of  the  process  on  the  English 
timber  had  been  neglected,  which  was,  as 
stated  in  his  letter,  by  accident,  in  the  year 
1800,  he  ordered  it  to  be  resumed,  and  it  was 
continued  to  the  day  of  his  dismissal.  Of 
this  first  charge,  however,  the  House  will,  I 
am  sure,  see  that  he  is  completely  acquitted. 
The  second  charge  is,  that  he  signed  false 
caulkers'  extra  notes.  Now,  T  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  when  a  ship  arrives  in  the  Soimd 
or  the  Bay,  which  is  to  be  repaired  afloat,  the 
carpenter  of  her  makes  an  official  report  of 
the  state  of  hei  defects  to  the  builder;  who, 
according  as  the  case  may  require,  orders  one 
or  moz-e  gangs  of  caulkers  to  be  sent  on 
board  :  these  directions  he  gives  to  the  master 
caulker,  an  ofiicer  in  his  own  department, 
and  subordinate  to  him ;  this  officer  selects 
the  men  ;  and  it  is  the  liuty  of  the  foreman  of 
each  gang  to  write  a  list  of  the  names  of  his 
party  on  a  piece  of  paper,  which  being  signed 
by  him  is  presented  to  the  builder,  who  Is 
required  by  the  rules  of  the  service  to  add  his 
initials;  without  which,  they  could  not  be 
acted  upon  at  tiie  office  of  t^ie  clerk  of  the 
check.  These  are  called  caulkers'  extra  notes^ 
and  the  use  made  of  them  is  this:  men  sent 
on  this  employment  are  entitled  to  two  ad- 
vantages ;  first,  to  be  victualled  on  board  the 
ship  where  they  are  employed  ;  and,  secondly, 
in  additional  wages  while  they  remain  there. 
These  extra  notes,  therefore,  are  produced  at 
the  check  office,  and  a  victualling  bill  is  im- 
mediately made  out,  which  being  carried  on 
board  the  ship  by  each  gang,  is  delivered  to 
the  captain,  and  becom.es  his  vouchei  for  or- 
dering them  to  be  victualled.  Now  it  ap- 
pears, that  some  of  these  notes  have  been 
found,  on  examination,  to  contain  one  or 
more  names  of  persons,  who,  not  being  ac- 
tually on  the  service,  have  by  these  means  re- 
ceived the  emoluments  arising  from  it;  and 
as  Mr.  Marshall's  initials  appear  on  the  notes, 
he  is  accused  of  being  privy  and  consenting  to 
this  fraud  on  the  public.  On  this  subject  Mr. 
Marshall  v>'as  examined  by  the  Comm.ittce  of 
the  Navy  Board,  and  asked  particularly  by 
Mr.  Commissioner  Tucker,  whether  he  had 
put  his  signature  to  these  notes,  andwliclhev 
he  had  seen  the  caulkers  go  on  board  '.  To 
the  first  of  which  he  ans'wered  in  the  affirma- 
tive ;  and  to  the  latter  he  expressed  his  asto- 
nishment that  such  a  question  should  be  asked 
him  ;  that  it  was  his  duty  to  give  the  orders, 
but  uttertly  impracticable  tor  him,  amidst  his 
various  more  important  avocations,  to  see 
them  all  executed.  Now  I  am  sure  the  House 
will  see  the  miserable  futility  of  this  charge, 
when  they  consider,  that  there  is  not  a  man  at 
the  head  of  any  civil  or  military  department 
or  office  in  the  kingdom,  who  is  net  officially 
obliged,  almost  daily,  to  sign  papers  and  clccu* 
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ments,  the  truth  and  correctness  of  which  he 
can  have  no  possible  means  of  ascertaining,  of 
his  own  knowledge  •,  and  for  which,  there- 
fore, he  must  depend  on  the  honesty  and 
accuracy  of  those  in  office  under  him.  Why, 
the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  opposite  to 
me,  among  the  various  documents  to  which 
he  affixes  his  signature,  might,  by  the  treachery 
of  his  subalterns  in  office,  be  induced  to  sign 
a  warrant  for  blowing  up  this  House ;  but 
what  is  more  in  point  is  what  I  am  snre  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  near  him  (the  Secretary  at 
War)  well  knows,  and  when  he  was  an  officer 
in  a  corps  of  militia  must  have  often  expe- 
rienced; wlien  the  quaitennaster  has  brought 
to  him,  as  commanding  officer,  a  weekly  state 
of  the  expenditure  of  beer  and  bread  for  the 
regiment,  which  is  to  be  authenticated  by  his 
signature,  can  it  enter  into  the  mind  of  any 
man,  that  any  other  responsibility  attaches  to 
hjm,  than  thac  which  arises  from  this  expres- 
sion of  his  belief,  that  the  statement  is  a  true 
one;  or,  that  he  could  himself  have  seen  the 
bread  and  beer  actually  consumed  ?  No,  he 
must  depend,  and  by  his  signature  can  only  be 
construed  to  express  his  dependance,  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement.  Circumstances 
analogous  to  this  also  occur  to  captains  in  the 
navy,  whose  signatures  are  requisite  to  au- 
thenticate the  accounts  of  many  of  their  sub- 
ordinate officers,  for  the  accuracy  of  which 
they  must  also  depend  on  the  truth  of  those 
who  present  them  ;  and  the  builders  of  the 
dock-yards  are  required  to  put  their  initials  to 
these  hotesjthe  truth  of  the  statements  in  which 
they  have  not  a  possibility  of  ascertaining ;  but 
are  only  expected  to  express,  by  this  act,  a  belief 
in  their  accuracy.  But  although  the  builder  hds 
no  means  persoraliy  of  detecting  a  fraud  in 
this  branch  of  his  duty,  that  power  exists  in 
the  clerk  of  the  check,  whose  office  is  created 
for  purposes  of  that  kind,  and  for  neglect  of 
this  very  duty,  his  first  clerk  (the  principal, 
Mr.  Tucker,  not  being  there)  was  suspended 
for  four  months,  and  afterwards  restored  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  together  with  the 
pay  accruing  during  the  suspension,  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  of  this  charge  against  Mr. 
Marshall,  he  is  completely  acquitted.  The 
third  and  last  charge  against  him  is,  that  he 
connived  at  a  false  admeasurement  of  painters' 
work.  He  has,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  St.  Vin- 
cent, so  fully  exculpated  himself  on  this  head, 
that  I  shall  only  add  two  words  to  what  he 
has  there  said.  When  painters'  work  is  to 
be  measured,  a  clerk  from  each  clerk  officer's 
department  attends,  and  those  on  the  part  of 
the  builder  and  clerk  of  the  check,  are  persons 
appointed  by  the  Navy  Board,  and  called 
respectively  builder's  and  clerk  of  the  check's 
measurers  ;  minutes  are  made  by  all  these  per- 
sons, in  separate  books,  of  the  amount  of  the 
admeasurement,  which  operate  as  checks  on 
each  other:  and  on  their  general  correspond- 
ence, a  navy  bill  is  made  out  for  the  payment 
of  the  work  j  in  which  the  builder  has  literally 


nothing  to  do,  unless  he  had  groimds  to  doubt 
the  integrity  of  his  measurer,  i  whici)  cas  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  interfere. — These,  then, 
are  the  charges  on  which  Mr  Marshall  was 
ignominiously  dismissal  from  his  office,  after 
a  faithful,  zealous,  and  mericcrious  discharge 
of  his  duty  for  thirty-seven  years  ;  and  this  is 
the  defence  he  would  have  made,  had  he  been 
fairly  and  openly  arraigned,  and  admitted  to 
that  privilege  which  British  subjects  are  gene- 
rally believed  to  enjoy,  and  which  he  himself 
so  earnestly  solicited,  that  of  being  heard 
in  his  defence,  after  he  knew  of  what  he  was 
accused.  Biit  we  shall  be  told  of  subsequent 
discoveries  of  delinquency ;  that  when,  soiie 
years  before,  he  was  builder  at  Sheerness, 
there  was  an  office  sei^vant  born  on  extra,  or 
some  miserable  charge  of  that  sort.  The  very 
scrutiny  for  past  offences,  after  his  dismissal, 
argues  the  badness  of  the  cause  which  was  to 
be  so  supported  ;  but  1  again  contend,  that,  had 
the  foulest  corruption  been  afterwards  de» 
tected,  it  would  foim  no  palliation  of  the 
violence  and  injustice  of  the  conduct  of  th^ 
Admiralty  ;  but  this,  only  for  argument  sake, 
as  I  should  be  glad  to  meet  them  on  that 
ground  also.  I  do  not  contend  that  Mr.  Mar- 
shall is  without  human  frailties  :  "  let  him  that 
"  is  without  fault  cast  the  first  stone."  But 
this  I  will  aver,  that  if,  from  the  highest  man 
in  office,  to  the  lowest,  from  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  opposite  to  me,  of  whose  honour  and 
integrity  no  man  thinks  more  highly  than  my- 
self, to  the  head  of  the  lowest  department, 
persons  are  to  be  dismissed  from  their  places 
on  such  grounds  as  those  on  which  Mr.  Mar- 
shall lost  his  situation,  no  one  could  stand  for 
a  single  hour:  and  each  day  would  witness 
fresh  dismissals,  until  a  new  and  m.ore  perfect 
set  of  beings  could  be  piovidcd  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies.  But  other  attempts  have  been  also 
subsequently  made,  by  very  extraordinary 
means  indeed,  to  discover  whether  Mr.  Mar- 
shall ever  took  any  money  for  his  recom- 
mendation of  those  persons  who  held  subordi- 
nate situations  in  his  department  In  order  to 
effect  this,  directions  were  given  by  .he  Board 
of  Admiralty,  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  should  order  the  commissioners  at  the 
out-ports  to  administer  oaths  to  all  persons  in 
the  dock-yards  (at  Plymouth  certainly,  and  I 
presume  at  the  others),  as  to  the  following 
points — When  entered,  and  in  what  station — 
when  advanced,  and  to  what  station — sum  or 
sums  of  money  paid  on  entry  or  advancement 
— when  and  to  whom  paid  ?  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  printed  paper  with  the  before-mentioned 
heads ;  one  of  which  was  presented  to  every 
person  holding  office,  the  columns  of  which 
he  was  ordered  to  fill  up,  and  to  take  an  oath 
before  the  commissioners  to  the  truth  of  his 
statement.  Thus  at  the  very  time  that  an, 
application  was  made  to  this  House,  by  the 
Hon.  Gent,  opposite  to  me,  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners, 
with  a  power  to  administer  oaths  j  at  the  very 
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time  that  a  discussion  on  the  propriety  of 
granting  such  a  power  was  pendinr: ;  at  the 
time  that  a  proviso  w.j")  sngrrefc-ted,  by  the  first 
law  officer  in  the  kingdom,  to  i)revent  persons 
criminating  themselves,  and  adopted  by  Par- 
liament, to  take  away  the  most  objectionable 
part  of  such  a  power,  which  in  a  great  mea- 
sure rendered  it  nugatory ;  at  that  very  time, 
and  subsequent  to  passing  the  act  so  hmited, 
were  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
exercising,  in  the  fullest  extent,  the  admini- 
stration of  oaths  to  official  men,  uncontrolled 
by  that  proviso,  and  thus  compelling  those  in 
subordination  to  them  to  disclose  that  which 
.must  to  a  certain  degree  tend  to  degrade,  if 
not  to  criminate  themselves,  I  do  not  give  an 
opinion.  Sir,  that  this  was,  or  was  not,  a  most 
illegal  or  unconstitutional  proceeding  ;  but  of 
this  I  am  sure,  that  it  was  one  of  the  boldest 
measures,  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
could  have  been  undertaken.  I  mean  not  by 
these  observations  to  cast  the  least  reflection 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  for  whom  generally,  in  their  public 
conduct  and  private  character,  I  have  the 
greatest  respect ;  nor  on  the  conduct  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  Plymouth  yard,  to  whom 
I  particularly  alluded ;  he  acted  under  orders 
which  it  was  his  official  duty  to  obey.-.-But 
what  was  the  result  of  this  severe  scrutiny  into 
the  means  by  which  places  or  advancement 
had  been  obtained,  as  it  regarded  Mr.  Mar- 
shall ?  Although  it  seems  he  might  have 
pleaded  precedent  for  the  practice,  not  one 
solitary  instance  of  his  ever  having  taken  a 
shilling  fc;r  his  recommiendations  or  appoint- 
ments was  found  against  him. — That  Mr.  Mar- 
shall was  not  venal  and  corrupt,  therefore,  the 
above  investigation  fully  proves.  Of  his  mo- 
deration, his  liberality,  and  disinterestedness, 
as  well  as  of  his  skill  and  ingenuity,  the  fol- 
lowing circumstance  will  convince  the  House  : 
about  six  months  before  he  was  dismissed  from 
his  employment,  he  invented  a  machine,  by 
which  a  very  great  improvement  \\ms  made  in 
cutting  the  screws  used  in  liftiiig  and  launch- 
ing ships,  and  in  other  operations  in  the  yard  : 
by  these  means  a  nut  and  screw  could  be  cut 
in  thirteen  minutes,  which  in  the  old  mode 
required  nine  or  ten  hours  manual  labour,  and 
in  a  much  more  perfect  manner;  as  is  generally 
the  case  v.-here  machines  are  so  applied.  His 
friends  earnestly  pressed  him  to  obtain  a  pa- 
tent, to  secure  to  himself  the  profits  of  this 
very  important  discovery.  This  wns  his  an- 
swer :  "  No — I  am  a  servant  of  the  public,  and 
"  they  have  a  right  to  the  fruits  of  my  talents 
"  and  my  skill."  It  may  be  said,  that  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  are  not  aware  of  this  be- 
nc\iicial  discovery,  or  that  it  was  made  by  Mr. 
ALirshall ;  but  I  have  to  inform  the  House, 
tl^t,.  when  their  Lordships  were  at  Plymouth, 
th'ey  were  shev/n  this  niachine  ;  they  saw  its 
operation,  were  told  by  whom  it  was  invented, 
and  jj'ave-a  minutt;  dirtctii^g  it  to  be  used  in 


all  his  Majesty's  dock-yards.  One  might  have 
thought,  that  their  Lordships  would  have 
been  glad  of  an  excuse — would  have  been  hap» 
py  in  the  pretence  thus  alTorded  them,  of 
making  some  amends  for  the  injury  they  must 
by  that  time  be  convinced  they  had  done.  No ; 
while  the  public  are  thus  deriving  such  benefits 
from  this  discovery,  neither  reward  nor  even 
acknowledgment  has  been  made  to  the  liberal 
and    injured  inventor*. — There  are   several 


*  Of  the  character  wliich  Mr.  Marshall  has  sustained 
among  t'aose  whose  jirofcssiunal  talents,  high  rank,  and 
nece<;sary  intercouiLe  with  him  for  many  yeaib  pait^ 
have  cnablcJ  thena  to  form  a  ust  estimate,  the  following 
certificates  will  evince  : — These  are  to  ccrtifv,  that  Mi  ., 
John  Marshall,  late  builder  of  Plymouth  yard,  when  I 
fitted  out:  the  Leda,  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  .-,t 
Deptfoid,  which  ship  was  repaired  and  fitted  bycontractj 
Mr.  Marshall  was  then  surveyor  of  the  navy's  assistanr, 
there  being  then  nnly  one  surveyor  ;■  and  I  can  tirmly 
attest,  that  he  acted  with  such  equity  and  justice,  both 
to  the  contractors  and  to  his  Majesty's  service,  that  it 
did  him  the  higlicst  credit,  both  as  a  man,  and  in  his 
official  Ciipacity. — He  abo  docked  the  Terrible  at  Ply- 
mouth, w  hen  he  was  builder  there  ;  and  also  refitted  the 
Dragon,  and  altered  the  whole  of  l-.cr  magazine;  and  I 
can  confidently  avow,  that  since  I  have  been  in  his 
Majesty's  service,  I  i\evcr  met  with  a  man,  who  could 
poj-ibly  pay  a  more  strict  attention  to  his  duty  thaa 
Mr.  Marshall;  I  never  recollect,  going  into  the  dock- 
yard, but  I  saw  him  very  attentive  to  his  employment  ; 
and  as  far  as  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge,  1  think  him  a 

very  able  man  in  his  profession -Given  under  rny  hand, 

this  8th  day  of  October  i8c2. — ^At  Plymouth. 

Georoe  Campbell. 

These  are  to  certify,  that  Mr.  John  Marshall,  late 
m.astcr  shipwright  at  Plymouth  yard,  has  always  given 
me  much  satisfaction,  by  his  exertions  in  refitting  hia 
Maje  ty's  ships  Robust,  Forrpidablc,  and  Mars,  several 
times  at  Plymouth ;  he  has  always  been  highly  spoker^ 
of  by  captains  of  the  ships  that  were  under  my  orders  in 
Cawsand  Bay,  as  a  zealous,  good,  and  deserving  officer ; 
which  I  think  he  truly  merits,  £l-id  beg  to  recommend 
him  as  sulIi. — Given  under  my  hand,  at  Plymouth,  this 
17th  day  of  Au-^ust  1 801. 

Edward  THORNBKoiroH. 

I  do  hereby  ceitify,  that  Mr.  John  Marshall,  late 
master  sb.ipwright  of  his  Majesty's  dock-yard  at  Ply- 
mouth, has  given  me  much  satisfaction,  by  his  exertions 
in  fitting  the  Windsor  Castle  several  times  at  Plvmouth  ; 
he  has  been  equally  highly  spoken  of  by  several  of  the 
captains  and  officers  of  the  navy  ;  and  strongly  recom- 
mended by  them,  as  a  zealous,  good,  and  deserving 
officer,  which  I  think  he  highly  merits  ;  and  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him, — Given  under  my  hand,  at  Portsmouth, 
this  8th  day  of  fune  iSoi.  A.  Mitchell. 

These  arc  to  certify,  that  during  this  war  I  have 
fitted  out  at  Shecrness  and  Plymouth;  at  both  which 
places,  Mr.  John  Marshall  was  then  master  shipwright, 
who  always  gave  me  the  fullest  satisfaction  in  his  de- 
partment ;  and  I  ever  looked  upon  him  as  a  very  zeal- 
ous, active  officer. — Given  under  my  hand,  this  loth 
day  of  May  1832.  Rohekt   Calder. 

These  arc  to   certify,  that  Mr.  John   Marshall,  late 

master  shipwiight  at  Plymouth  ya.-d,  ahyays  conducted 

himself  to  my  perfect  s>itisfaction,  in  refitting  the  several, 

ships  belong' ing  to  the  Channel  Fleet,  under   ir,y  orders 

I  in    Cawsand  Bay,  particularly  the;  Prince  and    Princ^ 

[  Geoi^ge,  whetc  my  flag  w.is  hoistcsd.     I 'have  tKc  jrerc^cs^| 
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others,  with  which  I  do  not  trouble  the  House ; 
but  I  must  hot  omit  the  t\'C-o  following,  because 
they  are  from  two  officers  of  high  rank  and 
character;  who  commanded  as  port  admirals, 
at  Plymouth,  during  the  whole  service  of  JVir. 
Marshall  as  builder  ;  and  Avho  must  be  enabled 
to  form  a  most  accurate  judgment  of  his  whole 
character  and  conduct  f. — There  is  another, 
which  although  in  substance  a  Certificate,  being 
in  form  of  a  letter,  J  do  not  feel  myself  at 
liberty  to  read  ;  but  I  have  authority  to  say, 
that  the  Noble  Viscount,  by  whom  it  is  writ- 
ten, and  whose  name,  if  mentioned,  would 
command  the  highest  respect,  entertains  simi- 
lar sentiments  of  the  professional  skill,  zeal, 
and  general  character  of  Mr.  Marshall,  with 
those  of  the  other  eminent  and  distinguished 
otlicers  who  have  afrorded  testimonials  to 
those  points.  It  is  a  maxim  in  the  English 
law:,  that  where  slight  offences  are  proved,  and 

confidence  ii^  his  abilities  as  a  siiipwright,  and  always 
considered  him  as  a  valuable  and  worthy  man  ;  doing 
crcdir  to  those  who  appointed  him  — Given  iinuei  ]iiy 
hand,  tbii  20Ch  day  of  May  iSoz. 

CnftRi.Es  Cotton. 
•  These  arc  to  certify,  that  Mr.  John  Marshall,  ni  litcr 
shipwiighr  of  Fiyniouth  yatd,  during  several  years  1 
commanded  dificrent  ships  of  his  Majesty,  and  have  re- 
fitted at  t^at  porl,  has  ever  given  me  the  highest  satis- 
faction in  his  department;  and  1  liave  considered  him  a 
very  zealous  and  superior  officer,  both  in  the  sriencc  and 
executive  line  of.  his  profession:  and,  according  to  iny 
opinion,  he  constantly  performed  the  duties  ot  his  office 
with  much  ad.antaije  to  his  country  aiid  great  credit  to 
himself,  50  as  to  claim  the  universal  approbation  ot 
tvery  officer  who  has  had  the  hor»"ur  of  knowing  him. 
John  BoRLASb.  VVARKtN. 
Portjpu/  Street,  Gto.vcnor  i'^'<.:/:, 
M-iy  Itjth,  l8o;. 
•f-  Although  the  abilities  and  uniform  conduct  of  Mr. 
John  Marshall,  late  master  shipwright  of  his  Majesty's 
dock-yard  at  Plymouth,  were  conspicuous  and  acknow- 
ledged by  most,  if  not  by  every  officer,  whose  sliips 
were  retitied  at  that  port,  during  a  period  of  more  than 
four  year:;  that  I  commanded  there;  and  not  a  single 
complaint  was  ever  made  to  me,  ot  want  of  exertion  lo 
premote  his  Majesty's  service  in  the  rtiastcr  shipwright's 
department;  and  therefore  my  testimony  seems  lo  be 
unnecessary  :  yet,  7.s  it  has  been  deemed  of  consequence, 
in  regard  to  hi',  futuie  pursuits,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  th:;t  I  consider  him  to  be  as  able  an  officer  as 
ever  served  in  iliiir  cap.icity,  and  hi;  whole  time  and 
mind  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  public  employment  ; 
and  in  his  pii\atc  life,  he  appeared  to  be  sober,  uniform, 
and  regular. — Given  in  London,  this  13th  day  of  May 
1802.  R.King. 

These  arc  to  ccrrifv,  th.«  Mr-  John  Marsh.ill,  late 
ms'-ter  shipwright  of  Plymouth  yard,  during  the  tiire.^ 
years  I  have  had  the  honour  to  comrrtand  the  said  port, 
has  given  me  the  highest  satrsfncrion  in  his  depaitrr.ent : 
and  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  officers  that  havp  lehttcJ 
at  this  port  does  him  equal  justice.  I  have  no  diffi-  u'.ty 
in  declaring  that  I  ridnk  him  a  very  superior  officer, 
botli  executive  and  scientific  ;  and  that  he  has,  during 
my  command,  performed  the  multifarious  duties  of  hi: 
office  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  advar.tagc  to  his 
country. — Given  under  my  hard,  at  Plymouth  D;)ck, 
tJiis  30th  day  of  April  i8oz.  Th'>.maS  P/itny, 


where  the  evidence  of  higher  crimes  is  doubt- 
ful,   character   shall    have   a   preponderating 
weightinthe  scale  of  justice;  what  then  ought 
it  to  have  here,  where  small  offences  liave  not 
been  proved,    and   high   ones  only   imputed, 
without  any  evidence  adduced  in  support  of 
them  ?     And  I  luight  here,    therefore,  safely 
rest   Mr.  MarshnU's  cafe,  did  I    not   think  1 
should  do  him  injustice,  if  I  omitted  to  men- 
tion   some   ciixumstauces   \^hich   occurred   a 
little    previous   and    subsequent  to    his   dis- 
missal,   from  which  that  transaction   derives 
iriuch   of    its   colour   and    complexion :    and 
from  which  that  rooted  opinion  has  been  form- 
ed in  the  mind  of  the  public,  that   the   va- 
r  ancles  created  by  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, Mr.  lAij^-ger,  and  another  officer,  were 
rather  made  for  tlie  sake  of  those  by  whom 
they  were  to  be  filled  up,  than  on  account  oJr 
any  proved  delinquency  in  those  who  were 
dismissed.     I  repeat,  tliat  this  opinion  is  ge- 
nerally entertained  by  that  part  of  the  public 
whose  local  knowledge  and  observation  enable 
them  to  form  a  judginent   on   that   subject* 
One  might  reasonably  have  concluded,  if  it 
was  judged  necessary  by   the  Lords   of  the 
Adini;-alty  to  make  so  severe,  so  novel,  and  scy 
terrible  an  example,  as  to  dismiss  from  tlieir 
employiuents,    without   any    provision,    mea 
who,  v.'ith    the   highest   reputation   certainly, 
and,  I  believe,  with  the  greatest  integrity,  hati' 
served  the  public  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  ; 
that  a  regard  for  their  own  characters,  and  aa 
anxious  attention  to  the  honour  of  the  country, 
as  to  its  public  justice,  would  have  induced 
their  Lordships  to  place  such  persons  in  the' 
vacancies   so   created,    as,    according   to  the 
routine  of  office,  and  the  reasonable  expecta- 
tions of  ofHcial  men,  would  have  succeeded' ta 
theiu  had  they  been  occasioned  by  death,  pro- 
motion,   or  superannuation.      But  what  was 
the  case  here  ?      It  had  invariably,  hitherto,, 
been  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the  government, 
never  to  place  any  man   as  a  builder  in  his 
Majesty's  yards,  who  had  not  been  quahfied 
for  that  most  important  situation,  by  an  edu-* 
cation  similar  to  that  described  by  Mr.  Mar- 
shall of  himself,  in  the  memorial  of  his  various 
services,  which  I  had  the  honour  of  reading 
to  the   House.     Such,    with   little   variation, 
vrere  the  education  of  Sir  John  Henslow,  of 
Sir  William  Rule,  whose  eminent  services,  as 
surveyors  of  the  navy,  need  no  encomiums  of 
mine ;  such,  in  short,  had  been  the  progress 
of  every  master  shipv,'right  or  builder,  without 
one  single  exception,  until  the  present  occa- 
sion, when  Mr.  Tucker,  brother  to  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Tucker,  was  taken  from  a  merchant's 
yard,  and  placed  as  builder's  assistant  at  Ply- 
mouth.    I  must  here  particularly  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  dates,  as  they  are  very 
important.    This  appointment  took  place  en 
the   ajth   of  July  i8ci*.     Mr.  Tucker  had 

''*  On  the  24th  of  July  iSoi,  the  day  before  Mr. 
Tucker's  a-pcinr.iirn:,  .\Ii.  Mar'-h;,!!  received  an  ana- 
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many  years  before  served  hi"  apprenticeship  in 
the  K-ng's  yard;  at  the  expiration  of  which, 
Without  having  served  in  any  subordinate  ofiice 
whatever,  he  went  into  the  merchant's  service, 
and  remained  there  until  the  above  period: 
When  he  was  brought  from  thence,  and  placed 
at  once  in  the  important  situation  of  builder's 
assistant,  over  the  heads  of  all  those  persons 
who  for  a  number  of  years  had  been  in  pro- 
gress towards  situations  of  that  degree,  and 
who  founded  their  just  and  reasonable  expect- 
ations or  succeeding  to  them,  on  the  practice  of 
former  Boards  of  Admiralty.  After  remaining^ 
seven  or  eight  months  in  the  situation  of 
assistant,  Mr.  Marshall  was  displaced,  and 
Mr.  Tu-cker  made  builder — builder  of  one  of 
the  first,  if  not  the  very  first  yard  in  the  king- 
dom ;  a  proceeding  without  a  single  precedent 
in  the  history  of  the  dock-yards.  At  that  very 
time,  a  senior  assistant  to  Mr,  Tucker  was  Mr. 
Sippins,  a  gentleman  who  had  been  more  ra- 
pidly advanced  than  usual,  through  subordi- 
nate'offices,  to  that  situation,  in  consequence  of 
his.  superior  skill  and  talents,  and  more  parti^ 
cularly  for  his  discovtry  of  a  most  ingenious, 
safe,  cheap,  and  expeditious  mode  of  repair- 
ing the  keels  of  men  of  war  in  dock,  for  which 
the  sum  of  loco/.  had  also  been  as.igned  him. 
This  gentleman,  however,  although  on  the 
spot,  and  with  such  pretensions,  was,  with 
various  others,  passed  by  for  Mr.  Tucker.  At 
the  same  time  the  other  two  vacancies,  created 
by  the  dismissal  of  Mr^  Lugger,  clerk  of  the 
survey,  and  the  storekeeper,  were  filled  up, 
not  by  persons  acquainted  by  previous  educa- 
tion with  the  duties  of  tho.u^  offices,  but  by 
Mr.  Kitto,  late  purser  to  one  of  the  honourable 
pentlemen  opposite  to  me,  and  by  Mr.  Salt, 
who  had,  I  believe,  been  purser  to  another 
honourable  member  of  the  Admiralty.  I  state 
these  as  facts,  but  beg  to  be  understood  as  not 
intending  to  cast  any  reflections  on  Mr.  Kitto 
aij^  Mr.  Salt ;  whom  I  believe  to  be  perfectly 
worthy  and  respectable  men.  Of  Mr.  Lugger, 
whose  hard  case  I  know  not  from  himself,  but 
from  public  report  only,  I  have  already 
spoken  :  his  exemplary  and  unimpeached  cha- 
racter I  have  long  known.  Of  the  other  gen- 
tleman if  I  do  not  speak,  it  is  only  because  I 
know  not  his  case,  and  cannot,  therefore,  by 
my  silence,  be  construed  to  mean  him  any 
disrespect.  When  it  is  considered  Vv'hat  the 
education  of  builders  has  ever  been — that  after 
having  been  selected  for  their  superior  talents 
from  a  class  consisting  of  a  great  many  thou- 
sand artificers,    they  have   always,   hitherto, 


nymous  letrer,  dated  Admiralty,  21st  July  jSoi,  with 
the  London  po:t-maik,  and  signed  I  a  ah  ;  in  which  it 
was  stated,  that  3  irnm  w:\s  laid  for  the  destruction  of 
hitn,  ai'.d  other  officers  of  the  ynrd  ;  that  nothing  but  a 
powerful  and  respccti'ul  applic.iiion  to  the  King  himself 
•would  bavc  them.  This  letter  was  rcci  ivcd  seven  months 
before  any  examinaiion  of  Mr,  Marshall  and  ihc  other 
gentlemen  look  place. 


passed  through  various  gradations  and  em- 
ployments, before  they  have  been  considered 
as  qualified  for  that  most  difficult  and  imiport- 
ant  situation  ;  surely  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  would 
have  paused  before  they  ventured  on  the  rash 
measure  of  displacing  a  man  of  Mr.  Marshall's 
high  character  and  talents,  against  the  strong 
representations  too,  of  most  respectable  mem- 
bers of  the  Navy  Board,  according  to  public 
report ;  and  on  the  still  more  rash  and  unpre- 
cedented measure  of  placing  in  his  stead  a  man 
whose  whole  time,  except  for  a  few  months 
before,  had  been  empioyed  in  building  ships 
of  a  totally  difFerent  Construction  from  those 
erected  in  his  Majesty's  yards.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  proceeding  was  such  as  might 
reasonably  have  been  expected  :  every  one  has 
heard  of  what  happened  to  the  Mars,  one  of 
the  finest  ships  in  the  navy  ;  the  back  of  which 
was  broken,  by  having  been  imprudently  put 
out  of  the  dock  before  she  was  sufficiently 
planked  to  support  her  weight.  Merchants' 
ships,  to  which  the  new  builder  had  been  used, 
would  not  have  sustained  such  an  injury, 
under  similar  circumstances ;  because,  being 
built  fore  and  aft  for  burden,  their  weight  is 
borne  up  more  equally  throughout  on  the 
water,  than  men  of  war;  which  being  con- 
structed for  swift  sailing,  are  sharp,  and  over- 
hang at  the  head  and  stern  ;  and  their  buoyancy 
being  sustained  from  the  centre,  the  ends  pre- 
ponderate, and  produce  the  effect  above  al- 
luded to,  if  not  sufficiently  secured  by  strong 
planking  at  the  extremities. — Another  proof 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  new  builder,  or  of 
something  worse,  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  circumstance :  a  report  was  made 
by  him  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  that 
a  large  quantity  of  timber,  received  into  the 
yard  in  Mr.  Marshall's  tim.e  for  ship-building, 
consisting  of  990  loads,  or  nearly  700  pieces, 
was  so  defective,  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  be  good  for  nothing  but  car- 
penter's work.  When  the  Admiralty  and 
Navy  Boards  were  at  Plymouth,  a  survey  of 
this  parcel  of  timber  was  ordered  to  be  made  ; 
and  Sir  William  Rule,  a  gentleman  eminently 
qualified,  was  appointed  to  that  service,  who, 
having  spent  two  days  in  examining  about  two 
thirds  of  it,  reported,  that  he  had  so  far  disco- 
vered not  above  five  or  six  pieces  which  were 
not  perfectly  fit  for  ship-building ;  and  as  the 
two  Boards  were  about  to  leave  Plymouth,  he 
either  himself  thought  any  further,  scrutiny 
into  the  circumstances  of  such  a  report  unne- 
cessary, or  was  ordered  to  pursue  it  no  fur- 
ther, as  their  Lordships  were  probably  satis- 
fied. But,  notwithstanding  these  instances, 
the  new  builder  still  continues  to  hold  his 
office,  nor  has  any  punishment,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  been  inflicted  on  him. — I  could  give 
various  instances  of  the  ill  effects  of  departure 
from  long-established  practice,  which,  although 
not  absolutely  connected  with  Mr.  Marshall's 
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case,  I  have  a  right  to  adduce  as  proofs  of  the 
inconvenience  and  danger  of  that  rash  system 
of  innovation  adopted  by  the  present  Board  of 
Admiralty.     It  hay  been  a  practice,  for  a  great 
number  of  years  past,  to  assign  apprentices  to 
respectable  and  desen.'ing  men  among  the  arti- 
.  ficers  in  the  yard,  who  instruct  them  in  their  re- 
spective arts,  and  who  derive  a  profit  from  their 
labour  during  their  apprenticeships.  The  mutual 
benefit,  therefore,  of  instruction  on  one  hand 
and  of  profit  on  the  other,  induced  artificers 
earnestly  to  solicit  for  apprentices;  and  parents 
as  eagerly  to  make  interest  to  obtain  that  situa- 
tion for  their  children.     Thus  a  nursery  for 
artificers  was  constantly  kept  up. — [Here  an 
Hon.  Member  called  Sir  William  to  order,  on 
the  ground,  that  he  was  not  keeping  to  the 
subject  before  tlie  House.     To  which  he  re- 
plied, that  if  the  motion  he  intended  to  submit 
to  the  House  had  been  known,  he  should  not 
have  been  called  to  order,  which  motion  he 
begged   leave  to   read;    on  which   the    Hon. 
Member  said,  had  he  known  what  the  motion 
was,  he  should  not  have  interfered,  when  the 
Speaker  directed  Sir  William  to  proceed.] — 
The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  had  chosen  most 
materially  to  alter  this  arrangement.     The  ap- 
prentices are  now  bound  to  the  builder,  and 
by  him  assigned  to  the  artificers,  with  a  power, 
however,  of  resuming  them,  and  giving  them  to 
others,  as  he  shall  see  occasion.     The  profits 
also,  arising  to  the  masters,  are  so  curtailed, 
that  a  quarterman  derives  no   more  benefit 
from  two  apprentices,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, than  he  used  to  derive  from  one  :  having 
no  additional  profit,  where  the  labour  of  in- 
struction is  doubled.     The  consequences  of 
this  innovation    are  extremely  injurious   and 
alarming.     On  the  one  hand,  the  masters  are 
much  less  solicitous  to  obtain  apprentices ;  on 
the  other,  parents,  seeing  the  precarious  situ- 
ation in  which  their  children  would,  imder  the 
new  regulation,  be  placed,  refuse  to  bring  them 
forward :  as  a  proof  of  which,  advertisements 
have  actually  been  for  some  time  placed  in  the 
yards,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  apprentices. 
And  thus  this  source  of  the  supply  of  artificers 
for  the  King's  and  merchants'  yards  is  in  a 
great  degree  cut  off.     There  are  various  other 
topics  of  a  similar  nature,  on  which  I  might 
enlarge,  which  have  created  a  great  disgust  in 
the  military  and  civil  departments  of  the  navy; 
but  at  present  I   shall  refrain  from  entering 
into  them,  being   sensible  that  I  have  already 
fatigued  the  House.     I  am  aware,  that  from 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  I  may  hear  some 
very  strong  assertions ;  but  these  I  shall  not 
consider  as  arguments.     It  may,  indeed,  be 
said,  that  I  am  in  the  same  predicament ;  and 
that   my  own   statements   have  consisted   of 
strong  assertions.     I  am  ready  to  allow  it :    at 
the  same  time  I  think  what  I  have  advanced 
has  been  supported  by.  strong,  circumstantial, 
and  collateral  proofs  ;  and  there  is  this  material 
difference  in  the  assertions  made  by  myself, 
Vol.  m. 


and  those  which  may  be  used  on  the  other  side: 
mine  are  not  proposed  to  induce  the  House  to 
come  to  a  resolution  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
but  only  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  truth  of 
my  statements;   whereas  those  of  other  gentle- 
men  will   probably  be  urged  to  prevei\t  any 
inquiry  taking  place.     I  may  also  be  told,  that 
this  is  not  a  case  fit  for  the  House  of  Commons 
to  entertain;   that  it  is  not  consistent  with  its 
fiuiciions  and  its   usages  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  dismissa^l  of  his  Majesty's  civil 
or  military  servants,  which  is  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's undoubted  prerogatives,  without  assign, 
ing  any  reason  whatever. — I  will   not  so   fai^ 
libel  the  cou  ntry  as  to  suppose  it  possible  for  4 
British  subject  to  be  oppressed  and  injured, 
without  having  any  rtieans  of  redress.     1  ^ill 
not  libel  this  House,  by  supposing  it  does  not 
consider  itself,  not  oidy  as  the  representative, 
but  as  the  guardian  ot  the  rights  of  the  people. 
But  if  it  should,  indeed,  be  deemed  inconsist- 
ent  with   the   practice  and  functions  of  this 
House,    to  inquire  into  the  cases  of  persons 
under  circumstances  like  those  of  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, ther6  is  one  of  its  functions,  which  I  am 
well  assured  it  will  never  resign — that  of  in- 
quiring  into  the  conduct  of  Ministers,    and 
persons  in  public  ofiices.     And  therefore,  al- 
though no  one  can  be  less  inclined  to  dispute 
that  Inost  undoubted  prerogative  of  his  Ma- 
jesty to  dismsss  his  servants,  without  assigning 
his  reasons  for  so  doing  ;  yet  if  it  can  be  shewn 
that  his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  known  cle- 
mency, justice,  and   benevolence  of  his  own 
mindj  had  been  advised   by  any  Minister  to 
exercise  this  prerogative  wantonly,  capricious- 
ly,   or   unjustly,    or    having    delegated    this 
power,    as   in  the  instance  before  us,  to   the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  they  should  so  exer- 
cise it;  it  will  not,  I  presume,  be  denied,  that 
such  Ministers,  or  such  persons,  are  amenable 
to  public  censure.     To  this  point  one  part  of 
my   motion    directly   tends  :     and    on    these 
grounds  I  cannot  but  express  a  strong^liope 
that  the  House  will  consent  to  the  appointtflint 
of  a  committee.     Let  me  implore  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  opposite  to  me,  not  to  set  his  face  against 
an  inquiry  into  a  system,  which  has  already 
been   highly   injurious  ;    and  must,  if  longer 
persisted  in,  be  ruinous  to  the  best  interests,  of 
the  country:   and,  Luiily,   I  call  on  those  hon. 
members  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  themselves 
not  to  object   to  a  niation,  which,  if  they  do 
not  deserve  the  censure  to  which  I   have  a-K 
li'ided,   will   affjrd  them   tiic   opportunity   of 
explaining  and  justifying  th?ir  conduct.    I  beg 
leave,  therefore,    to  move,    "  That   ^   select 
"  committee  of  this   House  be   appointed   to 
"  iiiquire  into  the  causes  of  the  dismissal  of 
"  Mr.  John  Marshall,  lale  master  shipwright 
"  of  his  Majesty's  do;k-yard  at  Plymouth,  and 
"into  other  circumstances  in  the  conduct  oC 
"  the  Board  of  Adiuiralry  immediately  or  re-> 
"  motely  connected  with  tliat  event." 
The  motion  was  not  seconded. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  21. — (See  Minutes,  p.  284) 

[Bank  restriction.] — Lord  Pelham 
moved  tl)e  order  ot"  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  tlie  bill  "To  continue  for  a  further 
*'  time,  to  be  limited,  the  restriction  on  tlie 
•'  cash  paynienis  of  tlic  Bank."  In  rising  to 
make  that  motion,  it  was  not,  lie  said,  his  in- 
tention to  detain  their  Lordships' attention  for 
any  length  of  time.  'J'lie  reasons,  wliich,  in 
his  mind,  justified  ilie  renewal  of  the  measure, 
he  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  and  to  what 
he  had  then  urged  but  little  now  occurred  to 
him  to  adduce  in  addition.  He  proceeded  to 
take  acursory  retrospect  of  the  operation  of  the 
restriction  since  it  was  first  imposed  in  1797, 
down  to  the  present  time,  and  from  that  retro- 
spect he  thought  liimscif  wan  anted  in  asserting 
that  no  injurious  consequences  had  arisen  from 
it.  Of  the  stability  and  solvency  of  the  Bank, 
as  no  doubt  was  any  where  entertained,  it  was 
superfluous  for  him  to  bring  forward  any 
proof.  Other  reasons  called  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  restriction,  more  particularly  rea- 
sons of  prudence  and  expediency.  On  a  former 
day  a  Noble  Lord  (Moira)  had  asserted  that 
the  measure  now  under  their  Lordships'  con- 
sideration must  be  either  a  measure  of  Govern- 
ment, brought  forward  by  Ministers  from  mo- 
tives which  they  imngined  justified  them  in 
proposing  it;  or  it  was  a  measure  suggested  to 
them  by  the  Bank,  and  proposed  at  the  sug- 
gestion and  for  the  convenience  of  the  Direc- 
tors. Nay,  it  was  not  very  obscurely  hinted 
by  the  Noble  Lcrd,  that  the  proposition  might 
have  be,en  the  result  of  some  mutual  arrange- 
ment and  accommodation  between  Government 
and  the  Bank.  To  these  observations  he  had 
only  to  repeat  the  same  answer  which  he  gave 
to  the  Noble  Lord  on  the  occasion  already 
alluded  to,  viz.  that  the  idea  of  renewing  the 
restriction  at  the  present  moment  originated 
*oiely  with  Goverinnent.  Government  had 
no  communication,  directly  or  indirectly,  vviili 
the  Bank,  as  a  bank,  upon  the  matter  :  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  the  Directors  of 
ihe  Bank  miglit  have  been  consulted  merely 
as  individuals  conversant  with  commercial 
affairs,  and  likely  to  be  best  accjuainted  with 
what  might  injure  or  promote  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  country.  It  was  indeed  the 
general  opinion  of  men  best  enabled  to  form 
correct  notions  on  such  topics,  that  the  restric- 
tion on  the  Bank  had  proved  highly  beneficial 
to  commerce,  and  to  a  wider  extension  of  every 
sort  of  commercial  convenience  and  facility. 
These,  in  concurrence  w  ith  many  other  motives, 
have  induced  Ministers  now  to  propose  it  anew. 
They  see  the  course  of  exchange,  which  tlie 
very  large  remittances  in  specie  for  the  ptir- 
chaise  of  corn  in  times  of  scarcity,  for  subsidies 
to  ioreign  powers,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
«ur  fleets  and  armies  in  distant  stations,  had 
occasioned  to  be  so  much  against  this  country, 
«©w  griiduklly  turn  in  its  favour;  ^hey  iee  our 


trade  and  commerce  gradually  increasing  and 
swelling  into  an  extent  beyond  any  former 
example  ;  they  have  consequently  just  reason 
to  expect  that  in  a  short  time  there  will  be 
such  a  reflux  of  bullion  into  the  country  as  to 
make  up  for  the  enormous  drain  of  specie 
which  the  imperious  nature  of  the  circum- 
stances just  enumerated  had  una-voidably 
drawn  out  of  it.  Did  not,  therefore,  cautious 
prudence,  did  not  sound  policy  call  for  a 
temporary  continuance  of  a  measure  from 
which  no  mischief  had  accrued  ;  but  from 
which,  on  the  contrary,  much  benefit  had 
resulted  .''  There  were  other  statements  made 
by  the  Noble  Lord,  to  which  also  he  might 
be  expected  to  advert,  more  particularly  of 
some  inaccuracies  which  the  Noble  Lord  ima- 
gined he  had  discovered  in  a  late  statement 
of  the  financial  situation  of  the  country  made 
in  another  place.  As  he  did  not  conceive 
these  observations  to  be  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  question  before  the  House, 
and  as  moreover  it  might  not  be  in  his  power 
to  rectify  these  inaccuracies,  if  indeed  any 
such  existed,  he  should  abstain  altogether 
from  that  discussion,  trusting  that  their  Lord- 
ships would  feel  with  him  the  expediency  of 
continuing  the  restriction  for  the  reasons  he 
had  now  and  before  alleged,  and  of  the  suf- 
ficiency of  which  he  hoped  their  Lordships 
were  fully  convinced. 

Lord  Ki\G  declared  himself  of  a  very  oppo^ 
site  opinion.  He  covild  by  no  means  agree 
that  any  thing  like  adequate  and  satisfactory 
reasons  had  been  adduced  for  further  con- 
tinuing the  restriction  on  the  Bank,  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country.  It 
was  a  measure  which  he  could  not  but  look 
upon  as  a  very  extraordinary  one — a  measure 
that  encroached  on  private  property,  that 
violated  public  faith,  and  that  put  the  whole 
monied  property  of  the  nation  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Bank  Directors.  It  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  solemn  and  sacred  compact  which 
the  Bank  had  entered  into  with  the  public 
when  Government  granted  them  a  charter; 
and  could  their  Lordships  precipitately  assent 
10  such  a  measure  without  such  reasons 
having  been  adduced  for  its  absolute  necessity 
as  ought  to  amount  almost  to  demonstration, 
and  enforce  tlie  strongest  conviction  in  their 
Lordships'  minds  ?  But  where  were  the 
proofs  of  that  necessity  i  Did  the  country 
now  labour  under  that  extraordinary  pressure, 
arising  from  a  variety  of  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers which  were  advanced  in  support  of  the 
first  adoption  of  the  restriction  ?  On  the 
contrary,  was  it  not  confessed  to  be  in  a  state 
of  the  highest  commercial  prosperity  ?  Where 
then  could  be  the  urgent  necessity  of  its  re- 
newal in  such  prosperous  times  ?  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  it,  but  the  encouraging  of  an 
enormous  issue  of  paper,  which  raised  the 
price  of  every  article,  and  must  continue  to 
j  keep  the  state  of  exchange  unfavourable  to 
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MS  ?  To  prove  that  such  must  be  the  effect 
resulting  from  suth  a  measure,  the  Noble 
Lord  entered  into  a  variety  of  comparative 
statements  of  the  course  of  exchange  at  differ- 
ent periods  between  Hamburgh  and  London, 
and  between  Lisbon  and  London.  These 
Btatements  he  principally  took  from  a  paper 
called  the  Price  Current,  which  was  pub- 
lished twice  a  week,  and  which  was  generally 
looked  upon  in  the  city  as  very  accurate. 
According  to  these  statements  it  appeared, 
that  from  the  time  the  restriction  was  first 
imposed,  the  course  of  exchange  began  to 
turn  agaiiist  this  country  in  various  propor- 
tions to  the  quantity  of  paper  in  circulation. 
Previous  to  the  laying  on  the  restriction,  the 
Bank  seldom  issued  notes  to  more  than  the 
amount  of  ten,  eleven,  or  twelve  millions ; 
but  since  that  period,  they  issued  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  and  sixteen  millions.  Hence 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  bullion  ;  for  it  was 
justly  remai-ked,  that  in  proportion  as  paper 
\vas  pknty,  and  therefore  cheap,  gold  would 
be  scarce,  and  conseqxjeiitly  dear.  The  ave- 
rage amount  of  our  circulating  medium  was 
about  ten  millions  :  that  had  been  found  fully 
sufficient  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the 
country.  When,  tlierefore,  an  unnecessary 
addition  was  made  to  it  of  one,  two,  or  three 
millions,  tliere  was  a  depreciation  in  the  value 
of  paper  in  the  same  proportion.  But  it 
was  not  merely  on  account  of  the  incon- 
veniencies  arising  from  the  measure  that  he 
objected  to  it :  he  objected  to  its  principle, 
and  to  its  being  drawn  into  a  precedent, 
Avhich,  he  feared,  would  be  the  case  when- 
ever it  might  suit  the  convenience  of  Ministers 
or  the  l}ank ;  and  thus  Parliament  might  be 
called  upon  not  only  to  confide  implicitly  in 
Ministers,  but  also  to  place  the  same  con- 
fidence in  the  Directors  of  the  Bank.  In  this 
point  of  view  he  wished  their  Lordships  to 
consider  the  measure;  for,  when  thus  con- 
sidered, it  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly 
objectionable. 

Lord  Suffolk  said  he  would  trouble  their 
Lordships  with  but  one  observatujn,  and  that 
was,  respecting  the  encouragements  which  he 
expected  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  would 
have  held  out  for  the  improvement  of  agri- 
culture. Unk'ss  a  much  larger  tract  of  land 
was  cultivated  in  that  manner,  we  should  be 
continually  under  the  necessity  of  sending  our 
specie  out  of  the  country  for  the  purchase  of 
corn.  The  small  tracts  of  land  that  were  yet 
enclosed,  bore  no  proportion  to  what  re- 
mained uncultivated  ;  and,  unless  encourage- 
ment was  held  out  for  further  enclosures,  as 
our  population  daily  increased,  so  would  our 
want  of  a  supply  of  grain :  and  as  France 
would  now  be  the  nearest  and  the  cheapest 
market,  it  would  naturally  be  resorted  to  in 
preference  to  any  other.  What  immense 
sums  of  our  money  must,  therefore,  find  their 
w  ay  into  France !  the  consequences  of  which 


he    should    leave   to    their   Lordships'    con- 
sideration. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  was  at  a  loss  to  see 
what  he  had  to  offer  in  addition  to  the  state- 
ments he  had  made  on  a  former  occasion, 
which  were  confirmed  by  the  papers  now  on 
their  Lordships'  table,  but  which  had  been 
scarcely  once  adverted  to  by  the  Noble  Secre- 
tary of  State.  He  perfectly  concurred  with 
the  Noble  Lord  who  spoke  Inst  but  one, 
that,  when  the  Bank  issued  paper  to  an  ex- 
traordinary amount,  their  notes  must  virtually 
bear  a  discount,  or  sutler  a  depreciation,  and 
the  price  of  bullion  must  also  rise  in  pro- 
portion. Gold  was  not  sold  for  gold,  but  for 
paper;  and  its  price  would  always  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  greater  scarcity  or  plenty  of 
paper,  or  to  that  against  which  it  was  ex- 
changed. To  the  miscalculation  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  the  Noble 
Lord  again  adverted ;  and  persisted  in  his 
opinion,  that  there  was  evidently  an  error  in 
it,  though  it  might  be  wholly  unintentional. 
Indeed,  he  was  very  little  inclined  to  dis- 
approve of  any  attempt  to  animate  the  hopes 
and  uphold  the  spirits  of  the  country,  espe- 
cially when  it  could  be  done  on  safe  and  cer- 
tain grounds.  He  therefore  felt  backward  to 
blame  any  overcharged  colouring  in  the  late 
statement  of  our  financial  prosperity  ;  but  he 
felt  anxious  at  the  same  time  to  remind  their 
Lordships,  that  when  the  delusion  came  to 
be  dispelled,  much  more  pernicious  effects 
ensued  in  the  public  mind  than  when  no 
expectation  had  been  raised  at  all.  He  also 
wished  to  direct  their  I-ordships'  attention  to 
the  sacred  nature  of  the  compact,  in  which 
the  Bank  was  bound  towards  all  those  who 
had  intrusted  their  money  to  their  integrity — 
a  compact  which  carried  with  it  as  severe  a 
responsibility,  and  as  high  a  morality,  as 
could  be  involved  in  any  transaction  between 
man  and  man.  Was  a  compact  so  sacred 
lightly  to  be  trifled  with  ?  When  on  a  fofmc^r 
occasion  he  hinted  the  possibility  of  a  secret 
collusion  between  the  Bank  and  Government, 
or  some  expectations  of  a  mutual  arrangement 
and  accommodation,  he  was  somewhat  mis- 
understood by  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State, 
who  reminded  him  that  there  was  a  clause  in 
the  bill,  prohibiting  the  Bank  from  making 
any  pecuniary  advance  to  Government  beyond 
the  amount  of  six  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
He  could  assure  the  Noble  Secretary  that  this 
was  not  the  kind  of  accommodation  which 
he  had  in  his  eye.  The  accommodation  he 
had  in  view  was,  the  facility  which  the  Bank 
might  afford  Government  for  the  issue  of 
Exchequer  bills,  and  which  in  reality  have 
been  issued  to  a  most  extraordinary  amount. 
The  Bank  might  be  screened  on  one  side  by 
the  continuance  of  the  restriction,  and  be 
tempted  on  the  other  by  the  superior  advan- 
tage of  buying  up  Government  paper  of  that 
description.  Indeed,  when  this  motive  for 
*Tz 
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the  renewal  of  the  restriction  occurred  to  his 
mind,  he  discovered  a  quality  in  the  trans- 
action which  rendered  it  altogether  uncon- 
genial to  his  mode  of  thinking,  and  he  was 
sorry  that  Ministers  had  advanced  no  sort  of 
plausible  argument  to  do  away  that  unfavour- 
able impression. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  contended, 
that  the  present  question  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  stability  of  the  Bank,  or  the  expe- 
diency   of    the    original    restriction.     These 
points  were  long  since  satisfactorily  settled ; 
and  he  had  only  to  say,  that  the  sole  result  of 
the  investigation  which   had  in  the    first  in- 
stance taken  place  was,  if  possible,  to  place 
the  credit  of  the  Bank  in  a  still  more  unex- 
ceptionable point   of  view  than  it  had  pre- 
viously been  contemplated.     The  only  ques- 
tion now  was,  with  regard  to  the  expediency 
of  removing,    at  the   present  moment,  a  re- 
striction, the  beneficial  effects  of  v^'hich  have 
been  already  fully  experienced.     At  the  time 
when   the   restriction   originally   took    place, 
the  expediency  of  the  measure  did  not  origin- 
ate from  any  idea  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Bank  to  answer  every  just  demand,  but  was 
the  result  of  an  extraordinary  and  unaccount- 
able  alarm,   which   gave  rise   to   an  unusual 
demand.     It  never  was  the  intention  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Bank  that   there  never 
should  be  an  issue  of  paper  greater  than,  at  a 
moment'b  notice,  could  be  covered  by  an  issue 
of  cash.     This,  indeed,  would  be  coinjletely 
conti-ary  to  the  very  nature  of  such  an  esta- 
blishment. It  was  only  necessary  that  the  funds 
of  the  Bank  should  bear  a  full  prcportion  to 
the  demands  for  which  they  might  ultimately 
become  responsible.     That  the  refources   of 
the  Bank  were  completely  adequate  to  every 
demand  was  questioned  by  no  one,  and  there- 
fore the  question  of  continumg  the  restriction 
was  simply  one  of  expediency.     On  the  prin- 
ciple of  expediency,  the  restriction  began  in 
a  moment  when  an  extraordinary  alarm  was 
excited ;    and   it  was  proper  that  when   the 
Bank   resumed  its  cash  payments,  no  extra- 
ordin.-.ry  demand  sliould   be  created  by  pre- 
cipitating the  measure.     Belay  could  be  pro- 
ductive  of  no   disadvantage,    while   a   hasty 
renewal  of  the  restriction  might  involve  the 
Bank   in   very   serious   inconveniencies.      His 
Lordship   illustrated   these   topics  with    con- 
siderable   force,    and    placed    the    argument 
arising  from  the  state  of  exchange  with  foreign 
countries  as  applicable  to  this  question,  in  a 
very  prominent  point  of  view. 

Lord  Auckland  took  occasion  to  advert  to 
an  allusion  made  by  a  Noble  Lord  who  spoke 
second  in  the  debate  (Lord  King),  who  had 
asserted  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  were  not  sufhcitntly  characterized  by 
prudence.  Having  taken  a  very  active  pait 
in  the  establithment  of  that  Bank,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  animadvert  on  this  expression, 


and  to  state,. that  as  it  was  a  subject  of  general 
notoriety,  that  the  pioceedings  of  this  esta- 
blishment were  marked  by  tlie  most  perfect 
regularity  and  propriety.     Noble  Lords  were 
not   Justifiable   in   throwing   out  these  loose 
assertions,  without  being  prepared  to  submit 
a  distinct  case  to  their  Lordships'  considera- 
tion.     After  touching   upon  this  point,    his 
Lordship  proceeded  to  argue  on  the  question 
immediately  before   the  House.     He   alluded 
particularly  to  v.'liat  he  had  said  on  a  former 
night  on  the  subject  of  ihc  course  of  exchange. 
He  had  then  asserted,  and  he  now  repeated  his 
observation,  that  it  was  not  on   the  state  of 
exchange  that  he   rested    his   support  of  the 
continuance  of  the  restriction.     A  considera- 
tion of  much  greater  imp..rtance  determined 
his  judgment;  this  consideratior   was  dciived 
from  a  view  of  the  state  of  the  country  in 
its  relations  v/ith  foreign  powers.     He  would 
offer    no    decided   opinion    on   the   probable 
period   to   which   the   continuarice   of  peace 
might   extend.     Ministers,    he  doubted   not, 
would  omit  notliing  in   their  power  to  pre- 
serve   a    good    undtrstanding    with    foreign 
states,    but   it    was  impossible  to   determine 
how  far  their  exertions  might  be  successful. 
Before  the  expediency   ot   discontinuing   the 
restriction  on  the  payments  of  in.-  Bank  could 
be  established,   it  was  necessary  10   wait  to 
see  how  far  there  was  a  prospect  of  the  du- 
rability of  peace.     Aheady  the  course  of  ex- 
ch?jige  -was  assuming  a  more  favourable  ap- 
pearance, and  Jie  continuance  of  peace  could 
not  fail  to  increase  this  auvanisgeous  opera- 
tion.    In  the  view  of  a  permanent  peace,  our 
financial  prospects,  his  Lordship  contended, 
were  of  the  most  flattering  kn*d,  and  it  was 
agreeable  to  every   pimcipie   of    policy   and 
expediency  to  wait  for  the  operation  of  this 
financial  prospenty  before  the  restriction  was 
precipitately  withdrawn.     His  Lordship  par- 
ticularly called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  very  large  drain  of  cash  from  this  ccur.try 
for  the  last  ten  years.     He  produced  calcula- 
tions  to    shew,   that,  during   the   few    years 
previous  to  the  original  restriction   in   1797, 
this  drain   had    not  amountLd   to    less   than 
48  millions  ;  and,  including  the  drain  which, 
from   a  variety  of  circumstances,  had  taken 
place  during  the  last  six  years,  the  whole  could 
not   be   estimated  at   let^s  than'  120  milHons. 
I  Under   such   circumstances,    policy   required 
that  the  restriction  shoidd  not  be  withdrawn 
till  the  operation  of  our  financial   prosperity 
began   to   be  more  fully  experienced  in  the 
influence  which  it  would  necessarily  produce 
in  giving  an  advantagcouj  turn  to  the  course 
of  the  exchange,    and   the   influx  of  bullion 
which  it  Vi'ould  create.     In  illustration  of  this 
position,  his  Lordship  laid  before  the  House 
a   calculation    of  the  amount  of  the  annual 
ixvenue,    contrasted    Vv'ith    the    expenditure. 
The  former  he  calculated  at  34  millions,  and 
the  permanent  charges  at  25  millions,  leaving 
for  tl^e  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year  a  surplus 


I2891 


PARLIAMENTARY  DKBATES.— [February  22.] 


[1290 


of  nine  millions.  He  intimated  that  he  should 
take  an  opportunity  of  bringing  thif;  part  of 
the  subject  un-^'^r  consideration  on  a  future 
day",  when  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  convince 
their  Lordships  that  this  prospect,  so  ftir  Irom 
being  exaggerated,  fell  short  of  what  there 
was  reason  to  anticipate.  Having  insisted  a 
great  de;:l  at  large  on  these  topics,  his  Lord- 
ship concluded  by  voting  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill. 

Lord  Grenville  said  a  few  words,  with 
particular  reference  to  what  had  been  advanced 
respecting  the  financial  state  of  the  country. 
He  declined  at  present  entering  into  any  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject,  but  professed  his  rea- 
diness to  canvass  it  at  length,  when  it  wso  regu- 
larly brought  under  discussion.  Whatever  the 
period  of  peace  might  be,  and  in  his  opinion 
it  might  be  of  very  short  duration,  he  trusted 
that  the  revenue  of  the  country  would  be 
raised  to  a  degree  fully  adequate  to  meet  the 
expenditure ;  and  that  no  speculations  vvould 
be  formed  on  views  of  the  surplus  of  the 
revenue  above  the  expenditure,  which  might 
ultimately  be  found  erroneous  and  delusive. 
His  L  udship  placed  this  part  of  the  subject 
in  a  very  striking  light;  but  concluded  with 
again  declining  any  mJnute  discussion,  till  the 
subject  came  regularly  before  the  House. 
The  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country  was 
one  of  the  deepest  interest;  and  he  felt  no 
ordinary  degree  of  anxiety,  that  a  subject  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  sa^v-^tion  of  the 
country,  should  be  fully  and  fauly  under- 
stood. 

Lord  Sheffield  said,  he  had  not  heard 
any  argumcit  which,  in  his  oj^mion,  could 
justify  the  risk  of  abandoning  the  Bank  re- 
striction at  a  crisis  sucli  as  the  present  ;  nor 
had  he  heard  any  wel'-foundcd  suggestion 
that  mischief  or  inconvenience  could  arise 
from  the  continuance  of  it  at  this  time.  He 
conceived  that  neither  the  expediency  of  the 
original  measure,  nor  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  country,  were  the  question  before  their 
Lordships.  The  difficulty  and  delicacy  of 
removing  the  restriction  were  foreseen  at  the 
time  of  imposing  it ;  and  as  the  difficulty,  in 
consequence  of  the  present  very  precarious 
state  of  Europe,  is  still  greater  than  was  ex- 
pected, it  cannot  be  thought  prudent  to 
hazard  the  relinquishment  of  the  restriction 
just  now,  without  some  obvious  necessity,  or 
perhaps,  till  there  is  an  influx  of  specie  or 
bullion  into  this  country,  an  event  not  impro- 
bable, which  might  enable  us  to  remove  the 
restriction  with  safety.  Commercial  inter- 
course in  general  is  greatly  deranged :  we 
can  draw  no  conclusions  from  any  experience 
hitheito  had  ;  for  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  that  of  former 
times.  We  all  regret  that  the  necessity  of 
restriction  ever  arose ;  but  even  admitting 
some  discredit  may  have  taken  place  in  con" 


sequence  of  the  restriction,  it  will  not  be  in- 
creased by  the  continuance  of  it  until  a  more 
favourable  period  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
disgrace  of  the  whole  measure  may  be  avoid-' 
ed ;  at  least,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  no  real  mischief  or  inco^nvenience 
has  arisen  from  it.  Notwithstanding  all  that 
had  been  asserted,  he  insisted  that  paper 
money  had  not  been  depreciated,  nor  has 
coin  borne  a  premium  in  this  kingdom,  which 
he  conceived  to  be  the  true  criterion  by  which 
we  should  judge  of  the  matter;  for,  when 
paper  money  is  not  depreciated,  we  know 
there  is  not  too  great  an  emissioil  of  that- 
kind  of  currency ;  and  he  was  disposed  to 
consider  a  judicious  increased  issue  of  it  as 
very  advantageous,  inasm.uch  as  it  enabled  us 
better  to  carry  on  the  great  commercial 
transactions  of  this  country  ;  and  if  the  event 
has  helped  to  prove  that  immense  quantities 
of  gold  coin  in  circulation  are  not  absolutely 
necessary,  this  measure  which  we  now  regret, 
may  in  some  degree  becorhe  serviceable,  by 
preventing  hereafter,  unfounded  apprehension 
and  alarm  on  such  a  subject.  Scotland  has 
improved  in  every  shape,  with  scarce  any  coin, 
and  has  been  greatly  benefited  by  a  plentiful 
issue  of  paper  money ;  and  we  find  that  great 
quantities  of  coin  or  bullion  give  little  public 
credit  to  France  or  Spain  ;  and  consequently 
it  may  be  inferred  that  coin  has  little  to  do 
with  public  credit:  and,  in  tiuth,  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  immense  quantities  of  gold 
and  silver  in  an  unproductive  state,  in  those 
tvv'o  coimiries,  arose  from  the  want  of  public 
credit.  Holland,  when  she  flourished  most, 
depended  almost  entirely  on  her  bank  ;  and 
countries  truly  commercial,  such  as  England 
and  Holland,  could  not  have  carried  on  their 
extensive  trade  by  any  other  means.  A  very 
great  proportion  of  the  wealth  of  England 
would  be  in  an  unproductive  state  if  it  were 
necessary  to  have  a  coin  currency  for  all  its 
commercial  transactions;  and  without  a  plen- 
tiful issue  of  paper  currency,  we  could  carry 
on  but  a  very  small  part  of  our  present  trade. 
He  said,  he  scarcely  comprehended  the  sugges- 
tion,that  the  unfavourableexchangeagainst  this 
country  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  Bank 
restriction.  It  did  not  take  place  imme- 
diately on  the  adoption  of  that  measure:  even 
since  that  time,  during  a  certain  period,  there 
has  been  a  great  influx  of  gold,  and  the  ex-' 
change  has  latterly  become  much  more  fa- 
vourable duiing  the  existence  of  the  restric- 
tion. He  observed,  it  was  perfectly  easy  to 
account  for  the  unfavourable  exchange,  by 
the  great  remittances  to  the  continent ;  and, 
more  especially,  in  return  for  the  immense 
importation  of  grain,  the  value  of  which,  if 
estimated  according  to  the  price  at  tl^"  British 
market,  would  amount  to  up\vards  of  twenty- 
four  millions  in  little  more  than  two  years ; 
or,  on  an  average  of  ten  yijars,  we  have  im- 
ported, of  foreign  corn,  which  we  might  have 
raised  at  home,  to  the  value  of  at  least  four 
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millions  yearly,  not  far  short  of  the  ordinary 
real  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour.  As  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  diminished,  tJie 
course  of  exchange  became  proportionably 
more  favourable  to  us.  It  therefore  seemed 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  immense  pay- 
ments for  foreign  corn  consumed  more  than 
the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour;  and  it 
may  be  observed,  that  the  payments  for  a 
very  extraordinary  importation  of  corn,  in 
consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  1796,  drained 
this  country  so  much,  as  to  become  a  principal 
cause  of  the  Restriction  Act  in  the  spring  of 
1 797 :  so  that  instead  of  imputing  the  unfavour- 
sble  exchange  to  the  Restriction  Act,  we  must 
place  it  to  its  proper  account,  our  own  neglect 
and  bad  policy.  We  suffer  quibbling  objec- 
tions to  prevent  a  general  enclosure  and  culti- 
vation of  the  waste  lands,  and  we  neglect 
to  remove  the  great  discouragements  to  til- 
lage. We  do  not  give  ourselves  the  trouble 
to  examine  our  corn  laws,  which  have  been 
altered  much  for  the  worse  witihin  the  last 
thirty  years.  He  concluded  by  saying  he 
wished  it  were  in  his  power  to  do  justice  to 
this  important  subject.  Hi^  object  should  be 
to  remove  prejudices  arising  from  unfounded 
theories,  and  to  relieve  the  public  mind  from 
apprehensions  equally  unfounded ;  and  on 
this  occasion,  to  shew  that  no  inconvenience 
or  disadvantage  could  possibly  arise  from  the 
continuance  of  the  restriction  on  Bank  pay- 
ments for  the  present ;  but  that  an  untimely 
and  abrupt  discontinuance  of  it  would  be 
an  unnecessary  experiment,  and,  very  pos- 
sibly, highly  prejudicial  to  the  public. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  bill 
read  a  second  time. 


;.,,,    .  HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,   Feb.  23. — (Sec  Mhrutes,  p.  33 9.) 

[Establishment  of  his  royal  high- 
kess  the  prince  of  wales,] the  chan- 
CELLOR of  the  ExcHEQjJER  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  resolving  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  take  into  consideration 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  message,  recom- 
mending the  present  situation  of  his  R.  H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  attention  of  the 
House.  On  the  motion  being  put  for  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 

Colonel  Stanley  rose  to  put  one  or  two 
questions  to  Ministers,  on  the  subject  which 
was  now  to  come  under  consideration.  He 
expressed  a  desire  to  be  informed,  whether 
the  incumbrances  which  at  present  afFected 
the  establishment  of  his  R.  H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  were  to  be  removed  by  any  new  grant 
of  the  House;  whether  they  were  to  be  settled 
by  a  ccmpromise ;  or  whether,  if  any  money 
•^yis  to  be  advanced,  provision  was  to  be  made 
■fo)-'  its  repayment  i  If  his  R.  H,  was  to  obtain 
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assistance  through  the  medium  of  a  compro- 
mise, he  could  not  help  observing,  that  there 
was  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the  greatest 
law  authorities  of  the  kingdom  were  divided 
respecting  the  legal  vaUdity  of  the  claims  of 
hisR.  H.;  and  there  was  no  evidence  before 
the  House  that  any  legal  decision  had  taken 
place.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  under- 
stood that  any  incumbrances  on  the  establish- 
ment of  his  R.  H.  were  to  be  paid  off  by 
the  three  estates,  he  wished  an  express  com- 
munication on  this  very  subject,  which  had 
been  made  to  the  House  on  the  21st  of  May 
1787,  to  be  now  read,  and  he  begged  the 
House  particularly  to  attend  to  the  language 
which  was  there  held  respecting  the  accu- 
mulation of  future  debts.  (The  message  was 
read  accordingly,  and  contained  the  passage 
the  Hon.  Member  alluded  to.  It  held  out 
an  assurance  that  means  would  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  new  debts.)  After 
the  message  was  read,  the  Hon.  Member 
observed,  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  de- 
ference he  had  for  his  R.  H.  and  certainly  no 
one  had  more,  he  had  a  public  duty  to  per- 
form, which  was  of  the  highest  importance. 
He  appeared  there  to  watch  over  the  interests 
of  a  very  large  county,  which  would  con- 
tribute a  great  proportion  of  any  additional 
burdens  which  might  be  imposed  on  the 
public.  He  therefore  wished  some  explana- 
tion before  he  gave  his  vote  for  going  ijito 
the  committee.  .,,    ~-,„l 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
reply  observed,  that  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  put 
a  question,  an  answer  to  which  he  no  doubt 
expected  from  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
The  question  was,  whether  it  was  not  in 
consequence  of  a  compromise,  founded  on 
the  opinion  given  by  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown,  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  his 
R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  the  present 
situation  of  his  R.  H.  was  now  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  the  House  ?  In  answei  to 
this  question,  he  had  not  the  least  scruple 
in  declaring,  that  any  compromise  of  tlie 
nature  aliudcd  to,  had  no  share  whatever  in 
now  inducing  him  to  subniit  a  proposition  to 
the  House,  not  for  paying  off  the  debts  of  his 
R.  H.,  for  an  ample  provision  was  already 
made  for  this  purpose,  but  with  the  sole  view 
of  enabling  him  to  support  an  establishment 
distinguish-ed  by  that  dignity  and  splendour, 
the  attainment  and  preservation  of  which 
could  not  be  contemplated  but  with  the 
deepest  interest.  He  begged  the  Hon.  Member 
to  advert  to  what  was  the  nature  and  what 
were  the  terms  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
message.  It  stated  explicitly  that  his  Majesty, 
having  adverted  to  the  period  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  those  measures 
which,  by  the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  were 
deemed  expedient  for  discharging  the  incum- 
brances of  his  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
to  the  progress  which   had    been  made-  in 
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carrying  them  into  effect,  recommends  the 
situation  ot  his  R,  H.  to  their  attention  at  tlie 
present  moment.  In  the  first  part  of  tliis 
message,  his  Majesty  did  not  allude  in  the 
most  remote  degree  to  any  proceedings  for 
liquidation  of  the  debts.  In  the  conclusion  of 
the  address  there  was  as  little  allusion  to  the 
same  subject,  as  his  Majesty  merely  expresses 
his  regret  at  suggesting  any  measure  which 
might  add  to  the  burdens  of  his  people  ;  but 
thinks  this  a  proper  moment  to  recommend  an 
establishment  calculated  to  ensure  the  comfort 
and  to  uphold  the  dignity  of  so  distinguished 
a  branch  of  his  royal  house.  This  was  the 
simple  and  precise  object  of  the  message. 
Those  members  of  the  House,  therefore,  who 
were  prepared  to  say  that  no  proposition  re- 
lative to  the  present  situation  of  his  R.  H., 
which  in  its  effects  will  occasion  an  increase 
of  the  public  burdens,  might  now  contend 
that  the  House  should  not  entertain  the  mo- 
tion for  going  into  the  committee.  Those 
on  the  other  hand,  who  thought  tliat  the 
motion  was  one  which  ought  to  be  agreed  to, 
and  he  trusted  a  great  majority  of  the  House 
were  of  that  opinion,  would  feel  it  their  duty 
to  vote  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair; 
and  in  the  committee  lie  flattered  liiinself  that 
he  should  submit  a  proposition  of  that  nature 
which  would  not  be  liable  to  any  serious 
objection,  and  would  have  the  effect  of  giving 
validity  to.  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  mes- 
sage. In  the  present  stage  of  the  business  it 
was  iinpossible  to  give  any  pledge  relative 
to  the  nature  of  the  proposition  to  be  sub- 
mitted, and  therefore  he  v/as  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  Hon.  Member's  opposition  to 
tlie  previous  question.  After  the  proposition 
was  known,  if  it  appeared  to  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber one  which  ought  not  to  be  acceded  to, 
he  had  then  a  very  simple  method  before 
Jjim,  which  was,  by  moving,  that  the  Chair- 
man do  quit  the  chair.  He  trusted,  there- 
fore, that  tire  House  would  not  suppose  that 
he  meant  any  disrespect  to  tiiem  or  the  Hon. 
Member  when  he  thus  pointed  out  what  was 
obvious  by  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding. 

The  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair  was  then  put  and  agieed  to.  The  House 
accordingly  resolved  into  a  committee. 

TheCnANCELLOR  of  theExcHEQjJER  then 
rose,  and  addressed  the  cuuuuittee  to  the  fol- 
lowingpurport: — The  propositon  which  I  shall 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  com- 
mittee, I  still  flatter  tnyself,  is  of  that  nature 
as  to  meet  with  acquiescence  and  approbation. 
It  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  there  exists  in 
the  mind  of  every  one  present,  a  disposition 
to  promote,  as  far  as  is  consistent  witli  their 
duty  to  tiieir  constituents,  the  comfort  and 
the  dignity  of  his  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
It  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  every  individual 
^wishes  to  see  a  suitable  degree  of  splendour 
in  the  establichment  of  the  Heir  Apparent  to 
the  throne.    These  who  in  179J  were  con- 


cerned in  proposing  or  stipporting  the  arrange- 
ments which  vere  then  formed,  were  ani- 
mated by  the  same  sentiments  of  anachn)cnt 
and  regard,  and  I  myself  was  one  of  those 
who  heartily  concurred  in  the  estalilishment 
made  for  his  R.  H. :  but  those  wiio  were  prin- 
cipally concerned  in  that  arrangement,  tormed 
it  with  reluctance  and  with  regret.  Bur  in 
forming  it  they  were  guided  by  considerations 
paramount  to  all  feelings  of  personal  regard 
for  his  R.  H.,  and  a  desire  to  see  liim  in  a 
situation  which  would  have  enabled  him  to 
support  an  establisliment  equal  to  his  illus- 
trious rank.  Sure  I  am,  Sir,  that  there  is 
not  an  individual  who  would  not  now  re j  -ice, 
that  the  measures  which  Parliament,  but  from 
considerations  of  justice  and  a  sense  of  duty  to 
creditors,  would  then  have  directed  to  be  em- 
ployed in  enabling  his  R.  H.  to  maintain  the 
splendour  and  dignity  which  he  ought  to  hold 
in  the  commimity,  might  now  be  directed  to 
their  oiiginal  purpose.  Before  I  submit  the 
proposition  with  which  I  shall  conclude,  it 
will  be  material  to  refer  to  the  propositions 
of  1795,  respecting  his  R.  H.'s  future  esta- 
blishment; and  this  reference  Ishall  endea- 
vour to  make,  occupying  as  little  of  your  time 
as  possible.  It  will  readily  be  recollected, 
that  in  that' year,  a  message  v\as  delivered 
froiTi  his  Majesty,  recommending  an  exten- 
sion of  his  R.  H.'s  establishment,  advertin* 
to  incimibrances,  which  at  that  time  existed, 
and  stating  the  necessity  of  making  some  new- 
arrangement,  without,  however,  disclosing 
any  particular  system.  My  Rt.  Hon.-Friehd 
(Mr.  Pitt),  who  then  presided  over  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils,  on  that  occasion,  broilght 
forward  a  proposition,  embracing  the  future 
establishment  of  his  R.  H.  and  comprehending 
the  arrangements  which  his  marriage  had 
rendered  necessary.  In  the  year  1740,  lie 
stated,  that  the  settled  establishment  of  the 
Heir  Apparent  was  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  exclusive  of  the  revenues  of  -  the 
dutf.hy  of  Cornwall.  Considering  the  very 
mateiial  changes  which  had  taken  placQ  in 
every  article  of  expenditure,  an  establishment 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds 
a  year  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  at  all 
too  great.  This  addition,  indeed,  many  per- 
sons  then  thought  excessive.  One  or  two  in- 
dividuals indeed  spoke  of  a  smaller  sum,  and 
did  not  appear  satisfied  with  the  establi.,hment 
enjoyed  by  the  Heirs  Apparent  from  the  year 
1740  up  to  that  period.  The  proposition 
was,  however,  carried  by  a  very  large  ma- 
jority. After  this  previous  point  was  settled, 
the  subsequent  part  of  the  message  came 
under  consideration  ;  and  on  this  a  far  greater 
diversity  of  opinion  prevailed.  Some  Gen- 
tlemen thought  that  no  proposition  for  the 
payment  of  his  R.  H.'s  debts  should  be  enter- 
tained. Others  contended,  that  other sourcej 
for  effecting  the  payment  ought  to  be  resorted 
to;  but  the  great  object  whicii  my  Rt.  Hon, 
Friend  had  in  view,  was,  to  support  the  dig* 
nity,  but  at  all  evsnti  to  ma.intaiii  rhi;  credit 
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..of  the  Heir  Apparent.  He  therefore  pro- 
posed, tluu  sixty  thousand  pounds,  togttlier 
with  the  revenues  of  the  duithy  of  Cornwall, 
Shoiild.  be  appropriated  asj  a  fund  fur  the 
Extinction  of  the  debt,  vvith  the  interest  which 
licld  jccuniuLired  or  might  accumulate,  in  the 
progress  of  tlie  plan  of  extinction.  TJie  effect 
of  tiiis  proposin'on  was,  that  in  twelve  year-s 
the  debt  siiuiild  be  extinguished.  No  direct 
pi'Opositii^n  .wa^  made  ;    but    a   general   wish 

■'was  exprcs.sed,  that,. Jf  possible,  arrangements 
Kii^ht  be  mad$  to  gfTect  the  payment  in  a 
sho'rrer  period.'^  While" the  discussion  was  still 
'imdecidcd,  whi)c,th,ere  continued  the  greatest 

..contest  of  conflicting  ppinions,  the  House 
Were  released  from  tlie  embarrassments  in 
■which  they  were  placed,  by  a  ijrjcious  com- 
munication front  IVis  R._H.  expressive  of  his 
readiness  to  accede  to  any  arraiigemenl  which 
the  'House  might  form  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  his  establishment,  and  expressive  of 
his  anxious  desire  to  have  ample  provision  for 
:disc?harging  his  incumbrances.  •  (The  message 
was  here  read  on  the  motion  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent.)  On  receiving  this  communication, 
which  So  RiaferfaHy  relieved  the  difficulties 
luVder  whieh-they  laboured,  the  House  imme- 
diately-proceeded to  give  instructions  to  the 
"Commiitee  appointed  to  prepare  the  bills,  for 
jwakini  suitable  provision  to  cany  into  effect 
the  plan  '  for.  the  liquidation  of  his  R.  H.'s 
debts..  1<  was  the  almost  general  opinion  of 
tbe  House,  that  tJie  establishment  of  the  P. 
iOf'  y^.  was  by  mu  h  too  scanty;  but  the 
Jgreat.  objectvin  view  in  the  first  instance,  was 
lhe<6a'tisfactiaii  of  justice.  It  was  to  accom- 
|jlish  this  object  solely,  that  the  resumption 
-iP^  .il3e:».^tilefi(iour  anci  dignity  suitable  to  his 
R.  H.'s  dis'inguishcd  station,  was  for  a  time 
Suspended,  and  that  conimissioners  were  ap- 
;Pyinted/>to>  the  iilanugement  of  his  affairs. 
JnIovv,  I  shall  ask  those  who  have  v.'i;nessed 
the  effects  of  the  operation  of  this  bill,  who 
J>ave  ^uly>  considered  the  situation  to  which 
Ju,  p.vpvisions_  h.ave  for  eight  years  subjected 
Kis  R.  H.  Whether  tiiey  can  possibly  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  his  continuing  for  four 
^yqars  jQJig.er,,subject  to;a  degree  pf  obscilrity 
'_^nd  retirement  so  little  suitable  to  the  feelings 
>nd  the  habits  o.f  the  heir  of  a  great  empire  ? 
"^t  will  be  ijecessary  tii.it  L  should  shortly  state 
,the  amount  of  the  debt  of  his  R.  H.  at  the 
'(vme  the  commissioners  were  appointed,  tliat 
J.  should  specify..  tlxe^.^i'Ujris  -vvhich  they  have 
jfeceiyed,  and'that  J  should  inform  the  House 
of  the  progiess  they  have  m.ade  in  tlie  ex- 
tinction pfthedete^  At  the  tune  of  the  ap- 
'f  dintmentof,  the  comiriissiopers,  .the  debt  was 
six  hundred  and  tweniy  tliousand  pounds, 
i^xclusive  of  the  interest,  which  had  then 
"accumulated,  arid  the  .interest  which  migiit 
'afterwards  accumulate  in  the  progress  of  the 
Sf eduction.  From  ,t he  loth  of  October  1794, 
tip  to  the  5th  of  January  in  the  present  year, 
■  the  Slim  received  froiii  the  Exchequer  has 
jfeee'v  four  hundred  and  ninety-fivfi  thousand 
-p]5unds,  and  in  the  same  pcriud  ainety-seven 


thousand   five    himdred  fo*  the  revenues  of 
the  dutchy  of  CornwaU;  malung  in   ali  five 
hundred   and   ninety-two    thousand    pounds. 
When  I  state  this,  I  beg  the  committee  always 
to  bear  in  mind  that  tliis  is  a  sum  not  received 
by  his  R.  H.   from  the   public,    but  arising 
out  of  revenues  managed  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  commissioners.     Now,  on  the  other  hand, 
let  me  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
extinction    of    the    debt.     Of   sums  actually 
paid,    and   of  debentures   which   have    been 
issued,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  cre- 
ditors,   the  amount  is  about  seven  hundred 
and   ninety-nine   thousand    six  hundred   and 
fifty  pounds.     (The   Rt.  Hon.  Member  made 
some  minute  calculations,  through  which  we 
do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  follow  him.) 
The   sums  now   to  be   received   out   of   the 
Exchequer,  and  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy  of 
Cornwall,  which  Avill  be  left  free  on  the  5th 
of  April  next,  amount  to  two  hundred   and 
thirteen    thousand    two    hundred    and    fifty 
pou\ids.     Now  this  being  the  general  state- 
ment of  the  situation  of  his  R.  H.'s  affairs, 
every  member  in  the  committee  will  be  able 
to  form  an  idea  of  the  grounds  of  his  Majesty's 
most  gracious  niessage.     His   Majesty   being 
apprized  of  the  progress  actually  made  in  the 
payment  of  the  debt  of  his  R.  H.  and  being 
satisfied  that  provision  has  been  made  for  its 
ultimate    extinction    within   the    period  pre- 
scribed, has  judged  his  R.  H.'s  situation, no 
unimportant   subject  of  your  attention:  and 
certain  I  am,  that   the  more  the   subjcy:!  is 
considered,    the    more    will  the    expedieticy 
of    ijiving    it     the    most    serious    attention 
be  appariut.    Let  Gentlemen  recollec):,  that 
no  less  than  eight  years  have  been  passed  by 
his  R.  H.  in  a  state  of  coniparative  huiiiilja- 
tion,  or  at  least  in  a  state  where  he  was  ne- 
cessarily secluded  from  many  of  the  scenes 
and  pur.uiits  in  which  he  felt  the  most  povyer- 
fi.il  interest  to  engage.    Let  thein  reflect  how- 
great  a  saqrifice  he  has  endured,  even  without 
an  attempt  to  murmur  at  the  arrangements 
which  imperious  necessity  required.     In  1795 
the    arrangements  formed  were   founded    in 
wisdom,  and  their  beneficial  effects  have  beep 
fully  e;:pcrienced.     They  arose,   however,  in 
a  very  considerable  degree,  from  the  circum- 
stances in  v/hich  the  country  was  then  placed. 
A  vote  in  favour  of  those  arrangements  did 
not  bind  those  who  gave  it,  that  no  altera- 
tion   should    be    sanctioned    till    the    whole 
twelve  years  were  expired.     No  Member  gave 
a  pledge  at  that  period  for  the  vote  he  might 
give  on  the  proposition  which   I   am  about 
to  submit  to  the  committee.    The  purport 
of  this  proposition  is,  that  from  the  5th  of 
January  1803,  the  establishment  of  his  R.  H. 
shall  stand  on  the  same  footing  that  jt  stood 
in  1795  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  should  be 
a  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds 
a  year,  exclusive  of  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy 
of  ConrwaU.  :  I  do  not  wish  for  auy  change 
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in  the  wise  arrangements  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  debts  which  were  then  formed.  I  wish 
for  all  the  arrangements  to  suffer  no  inter- 
ruption. I  am  desirous  of  the  continuance 
of  the  same  checks  on  any  improper  appro- 
priation of  the  sums  received  for  this  purpose. 
The  nature  of  my  proposition  is  simply  to 
move — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  his  Majesty  be  empowered  to 
issue,  annually,  to  his  R.  H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  a  certain  sum  or  certain  sums  not 
exceeding  eixty  thousand  pounds,  computing 
from  the  5th  day  of  Jan.  i8oj,  to  the  8th 
day  of  July  1806.  Now,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  upwards  of  eighty  years  ago  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds  was  assigned  for 
the  establishment  of  the  Heir  Apparent ;  when 
it  is  known  that  sixty  years  ago  the  Heir 
Apparent  by  the  munificence  and  wisdom  of 
Parliament — for,  I  say  that  in  this  they  dis- 
covered at  once  their  munificence  and  their 
wisdom — enjoyed  a  clear  revenue  of  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  independent  of  the  revenues 
of  Cornwall,  and  with  no  family  establish- 
ment to  support ;  when  it  is  recollected  that 
in  1795,  a  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand 
pounds  was  not  reckoned  more  than  adequate 
to  the  suitable  support  of  the  splendour  and 
dignity  of  the  present  Heir  Apparent ;  when, 
I  say,  all  the  circumstances  are  taken  into 
consideration,  let  me  ask  of  the  candour  of 
every  one  who  now  hears  me,  whether  he 
does  not  consider  the  proposition  which  I 
have  submitted  to  the  committee,  moderate  to 
a  degree ;  that  if  it  suggested  any  objection, 
would  only  give  rise  to  an  objection  that  it 
was  not  adequate  to  the  end  in  view  ?  It 
will  not,  I  believe,  be  denied  by  any  one, 
that  within  the  last  eight  years  there  has 
been  an  extraordinary  change  in  the  value  of 
money,  an4  the  means  of  decent  subsistence. 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  enlarge  on  the  im- 
portance of  preserving  in  the  situation  of 
individuals  holding  a  prominent  place  in  the 
community,  that  degree  of  dignity  which 
commands  respect  without  being  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  well-regulated  economy. 
In  the  estabhshment  of  the  Royal  Family, 
this  system  ought  to  be  particularly  observed, 
and,  perhaps  at  the  present  moment,  taking 
an  extensive  view  of  the  subject,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  establishment  is,  in  proportion 
to  their  necessary  expenditure,  arithmetically 
small.  When  I  contend  for  an  ample  esta- 
blishment for  the  Heir  Apparent,  I  do  it  on 
the  general  principles  I  have  now  avowed. 
The  idea  of  compromise  alluded  to  by  an 
Hon.  Gent,  who  objected  to  our  going  into 
the  committee,  I  cannot  too  explicitly  dis- 
claim. I  wish  to  say  explicitly  and  unre- 
servedly, that,  if  I  had  never  heard  a  single 
word  of  petition  of  right,  or  of  the  opinion 
that  was  likely  to  b^  given  on  it  from  what- 
ever quarter  that  opinion  may  come,  I  would 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  support  a  proposition 
«f  the  nature  now  submitted  to  the  committee. 
Vol.  m. 


It  is  on  public  grounds  that  I  have  brought  it 
forward,  and  on  the  same  ground  it  would 
have  received  my  support  if  it  had  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  any  other  to  have  introduced  it. 
While  I  speak  of  supporting  the  splendour  of 
his  R.  H.'s  establishment,  I  wish  the  idea  I 
attach  to  this  to  be  understood  in  a  manner 
considerably  different  from  those  which  are 
vulj^arly  entertained.  The  splendour  of  which 
I  speak  is  not  so  much  the  exhibition  of  exter- 
nal show,  as  the  possession  of  the  means  of 
commanding  influence  and  ensuring  respect. 
I  wish  him  to  have  the  means  of  acting  as  a 
munificent  patron  of  improvement,  a  pro- 
tector of  literary  merit,  an  encourager  of 
those  plans  of  national  amelioration,  in  which 
the  present,  above  all  former  ages,  is  pro- 
ductive. I  wish  him  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
receive  those  attentions  \vhich  all  are  eager  to 
pay  him,  in  a  style  agreeable  to  the  loftiness 
of  his  sentiments  and  the  refinement  of  his 
feelings.  I  am  anxious  to  see  him  forming 
with  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom 
that  connexion  which  ought  to  exist  between 
the  Heir  Apparent  and  the  most  distinguished 
of  those  who  will  hereafter  form  the  most  il- 
lustrious branch  of  his  subjects.  On  these 
grounds  I  conclude  with  submitting  to  the 
committee  the  proposition  which  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  at  some  length  to  explain. 
Before  the  motion  was  put,  some  conver- 
sation took  place  across  the  table  betwixt  Mr. 
Fox  and  the  Rt.  Hon,  Gent,  respecting  the 
revenues  of  Cornwall,  as  forming  a  branch  of 
revenue  beyond  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  to 
be  now  voted.  It  was  stated  distinctly  that 
they  were  to  form  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  his 
R.  H.  in  addition  to  this  $un\. 

Mr,  Harrison  wished  to  know  what  was 
the  amount  of  the  debts  of  his  R.  H.  not  hi- 
therto discharged  ? 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  in  reply,  stated  it  to  be 
somewhat  more  than  two  hundred  and  twenty-  - 
five  thousand  pounds. 

The  SoLicrroR  General  rose  to  say  3 
few  words  on  a  subject  of  such  importance 
and  interest  to  every  one  animated  with  the 
principles  of  loyalty  and  love  to  his  country. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  said,  that  he  had  not  now 
the  honour  to  be  in  the  service  of  his  R.  H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  yet  he  enjoyed  an  ho- 
nour which  he  trusted  he  should  never  forfeit, 
and  that  was  the  honour  of  still  retaining  his 
R.  H.'s  confidence.  It  became  his  duty,  there- 
fore, on  the  present  occasion,  to  explain  to 
the  committee  the  sentiments  of  his  R.  H,  ■ 
both  with  lespect  to  the  most  gracious  mes- 
sage of  his  Majesty,  and  the  motion  just  now 
founded  on  it  by  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend.  He 
had  it  therefore  in  command  from,  his  R.  H. 
to  declare  his  earnest  degirq  to  testify  in  tb^ 
strongest  terms  the  warmth,  of  his  gratitude  to 
the  Sovereign  for  the  interest  which  his  Ma- 
jesty had  at  all  times  taken  in  his  welfare— ao. 
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interest  most  powerfully  marked  in  the  mcs- 1 
>;agc  which  was  now  under  the  consideration 
'jf  the  committee.  As  to  the  motion,  he  had 
becfi  instructed  by  his  R.  H-  to  say,  that  he 
entertained  a  sanguine  hope,  not  unmixed, 
however,  with  a  considerable  portion  of  anx- 
iety, that  it  would  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  the  House.  He  himself  had,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  been  empowered  to  declare  to 
the  House  the  respect,  the  duty,  and  the  gra- 
titude  of  his  R.  H.  for  the  kindness  of  his 
Royal  parent,  and  his  readiness  to  renounce 
every  claim,  however  well  founded  he  might 
reckon  it,  rather  than  engage  in  any  contest 
which  might  be  construed  into  a  viola- 
tion of  filial  duty  and  affection.  The  House, 
therefore,  would  be  able  to  form  some  idea 
how  grateful  their  approbation  of  the  motion 
would  be  to  his  feelings,  as  it  would  enable 
"him  to  forward  the  course  of  fair  justice  and 
legal  right,  of  which  not  the  smallest  reason- 
able doubt  could  be  entertained.  Though, 
however,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  legal 
claims  of  his  R.  H.  still  the  agitation  of  the 
question  might  have  led  to  the  rnost  unplea- 
-sant  consequences,  and  involved  in  it  etFects 
earnestly  to  be  deprecated.  The^e  conse- 
quences the  message,  and  the  motion  founded 
on  it,  happily  counteracted.  The  harmony 
which  had  hitherto  subsisted  betwixt  the  So- 
vereign and  his  eldest  son  had  been  preserved 
uninterrupted ;  and  he  sincerely  prayed  that 
the  same  harmony  might  prevail  to  the  last 
period  of  life.  As  to  the  grounds  on  which 
the  proposition  now  before  the  committee  was 
brought  forward,  he  thought  it  but  fair,  in 
justice  to  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend,  to  declare 
that  they  were  wholly  of  a  public  nature. 
Betv/ixt  his  R.  H.  and  the  Rt,  Hon.  Gent, 
there  was  no  compromise  of  any  description. 
When  this  proposition,  as  unexpected  as  it 
Avas  unsolicited,  was  commtmicated  to  his  R. 
II.  no  terms  were  imposed  to  prepare  the  way 
for  its  reception.  When  he  stated,  that  the 
adoption  of  it  by  the  House  would  not  be 
succeeded  by  any  further  prosecution  of  his 
R.  il.'s  clahns,  he  mentioned  it  as  a  sponta- 
neous act  on  the  part  of  his  R.  II.  ?Ie  con- 
chKkd  with  a  few  very  pointed  observations 
on  the  decided  opinion  he  had  formed  of  the 
justice  of  the  Prince's  claims,  the  almost  una- 
voidable circumstances  which  produced  his 
embariassmento,  and  the  strong  claims  which 
he  now  had  to  be  delivered  IVom  that  obscurity 
he  retired  to,  and  to  which  he  for  so  many 
years  had  so  honourably  conformed. 

Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  in  a  short  speech, 
which  we  could  but  very  imperfectly  collect, 
expressed  his  cordial  approbation  of  the  mo- 
tion. The  establishment  now  proposed  to  be 
assigned  to  his  R,  H.  appeared  to  the  Hon. 
Bart,  rather  liable  to  objection  on  the  score  of 
its  inadequacy,  than  on  the  ground  of  its  be- 
ing more  ample  than  the  splendour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Heir  Apparent  required. 


Mr.  Harrison  was  a  decided  friend  to  any 
proposition  which  had  for  its  object  to  free 
his  R.  H.  from  that  state  of  comparative  hu- 
miliation to  which  he  had  been  so  long  a  vo- 
luntary victim.  He  objected,  however,  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  present  proposition  was 
produced.  He  had  taken  occasion  to  ask  a 
question  as  to  the  amount  of  the  unredeemed 
debts  «f  his  R.  H. ;  and  his  object  in  doing  so 
was  to  ascertain  how  far  the  just  claims  of 
his  R.  H.  on  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall  were. ade- 
quate to  their  extinction.  He  did  not  wish 
that  an  idea  should  go  abroad  that  his  R.  H. 
was  coming  forward  with  a  new  claim  on  the 
public,  when  the  fact  was,  that  the  publifc 
was  at  this  moment  his  debtor  to  a  very  con- 
siderable amount.  His  R.  H.  was  not  fairly- 
dealt  by,  when  what  was  a  matter  of  right 
was  construed  into  a  grant  originating  iti  fa^- 
vour.  From  regard  and  good  will  to  his  R.  H. 
he  thought  it  no  more  than  strict  justice  that 
this  should  be  fully  understood  by  the  pubhc^ 
and  that  he  should  not  be  exposed  to  that  pre- 
judice which  was  inseparable  from  a  supposed 
application  for  assistance,  the  result  of  which 
would  be  to  increase  the  public  burdens.  The 
Hon.  Member  threw  out  some  hints  about  the 
mode  of  procedure  which  he  thought  ought 
to  be  adopted,  but  made  no  specific  motion. 
He  was  for  the  motion  generally,  but  con* 
tended  that  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  to  bq 
assigned  to  his  R.  H.  should  be  described  as  a 
part  of  the  arrears  due  to  him  as  Duke  of 
Cornwall,  and  not  a  sum  paid  out  of  the  con- 
solidated fund  of  the  country. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  a  short  speech, 
supported  the  motion,  going  over  the  same 
grounds  as  those  on  which  former  speakers 
had  insisted.  '_  • 

Mr.  Harrison  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Sheridan  admitted,  that  the  proposi- 
tion was  equally  satisfactory  to  the  dignity  of 
his  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  it  was  con.s 
sistent  with  the  views  of  national  economy. 
In  the  discussion  of  the  question  there 
were,  however,  two  points,  which  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  have  received  the  consideration 
which  they  merited.  He  did  not  think  that  it 
had  been  admitted  in  a  manner  sufficiently 
explicit,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales,  so  far 
from  being  indebted  in  this  instance  to  the 
public,  had  made  a  generous,  open,  and  mag- 
nanimous renunciation  of  a  just  claim.  He 
sincerely  lovpd  the  ease  and  the  comfort  of 
liis  R.  H.  but  he  loved  his  character  and  his 
honour  more,  He  was  a  friend  to  the  propo- 
sition as  it  really  stood,  not  as  an  act  of  fa- 
vour, but  a  matter  of  bare  justice ;  but  he 
was  not  at  all  ready  to  say,  that  if  his  R.  H. 
had  come  a  third  time  to  Parliament  with  an 
application  to  discharge  his  incumbrances, 
he  should  easily  have  given  his  counte- 
nance to  such  an  application.    In  ad^iittin^ 
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such  an  application,  he  would  have  shewn 
none  of  the  promptness  of  compliance  which 
he  now  thought  it  his  duty  to  display.     But 
what  was  now  the  real  situation  in  which  his 
R.  H.  was  placed  i  On  a  former  session  he  had 
come  with  an  application,  not  for  new  aids  to 
discharge  new  incumbrances,  but  with  a  state- 
ment that  certain  arrears  were  due  to  him  by 
the  public,  and  that  he  was  anxious  that  these 
arrears  should  be  applied  to  the  liquidation  of 
debts  of  considerable  standing.     The  House 
had  entered  on  a  mass  of  legal  and  general 
arguments,  and  the  result  of  those  arguments 
had  been,  that  the  subject  could  not  be  dis- 
cussed by  Parliament  till  it  was  ascertained 
whether  there  was  not   another  tribunal  to 
which  his  R.  H.  might  apply  for  redress.     In 
the  interval  an  application  is  made  to  another 
tribunal :  it  is  discovered  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor is  not  the  fit  person  to  present  a  peti- 
tion of  right  to  the  Sovereign,  but  that  it  is 
the  office  of  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State. 
The  petition  of  right  is  accordingly  presented, 
and  is  about  to  be  put  into  the  proper  train  of 
decision.    At  this  crisis  Ministers  step  in  with 
this  offer,  on  which  his  R.  H.  honourably  and 
magnanimously  consents  to  suspend  procedure 
till  the  result  of  the  offer  is  known  in  Parlia- 
ment.   The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  however,  would 
not  hear  of  a  compromise,  as  the  Prince  was 
still   at  full  liberty  to  prosecute  his  claims. 
For  his  part,  he  professed  to  acquiesce  in  the 
proposition,  because  it  was  not  a  third  appli- 
cation to  be   relieved  from   embarrassments, 
but  a  fair  and    honourable    compromise    of 
claims  on  the  pubhc.    Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  seemed  to  startle  at  this  expression  ;  they 
appeared  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  compromise, 
but  he  could  not  but  rejoice  that  .such  an  ar- 
rangement had  taken  place.     Much  inconve- 
nience must  have  resulted  from  the  legal  pro- 
secution of  his  R.  H.'s  claims.     If  a  decision 
had  been  given  against  him,    it  would  have 
been  contended  that  these  claims  had  all  along 
been  urged,  merely  with  a  view  of  more  easily 
prevailing  on  Parliament  to  grant  assistance  in 
relieving   him   from    embarrassment.     If,.  '  6n 
the  other  hand,  the  judgment  had  been  in  his 
favour,  nothing  would  have  been  heard  but 
endless  declamations   on  the  injustice  of  so 
long  withholding  what  he  had  aright  to  de- 
mand  on  every  principle   of  justice.    These 
were  circumstances  to  be  deprecated,  and  he 
was  happy  that  by  a  compromise  they  had 
been   avoided.     Though   he    had    no    doubt 
of  the  justice  of  his  R.  H.'s  claims — against 
which,   indeed,   he  had  never  heard  of  any 
thing    in    the    shape    of   argument — yet    he 
could    not    assert    that    his    right   was   clear 
and  undisputed.    Law  was  not  a  subject  on 
whi;di  it  was  justifiable  to  speak  sanguinely. 
The  House  had  not  forgotten,    that  for  six 
years  a  petition  of  his  R.  H.  had  lain  in  the 
pocVet  of  a  former  Chancellor,  before  he  could 
form  any  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  pre- 
senting it  te  the  Sovereign ;  and  if  the  cause 


had  now  come  on  for  trial,  it  was  impossible 
to  say  how  long  it  might  have  remained  in  that 
glorious  uncertainty  of  the  law.wlu'ch  some 
persons  might  consider  as  its  defect,  but  which 
those  better  acquainted  \vith  tlie  subject  knc.y 
Constituted  its  grea.test  glory.  On  the  second 
point  to  which  h6  had  adverted  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  speech,  the  Hon.  Member  made 
but  a  few  observations.  When  the  Mouse 
were  told,  that  in  consequence  of  t.',is  ad^iition 
to  the  present  establishment  of  his  R.  H.  it 
Was  expected  t!iat  he  should  resume  that  splciv 
dour  v\  hlch  he  had  been  compelled  to  lay  aside^ 
it  was  proper  that  they  sliould  know  how  far 
this  expectation  was  likely  to  be  realized. 
Were  Ministers  prepared  to  say,  that  there 
were  no  arrears  in  the  establi  .iiment  of  liis 
R.  H.  which  the  Commissioners  v^ere  not  au- 
thorized to  discnarj^e  ?  '1  lie  Hon.  Gent,  parti- 
cularly alluded  to  the  ten  per  cent,  discount, 
terms  vvhicii  some  creditors  had  refused  in  pay- 
ment of  their  bills.  He  expatiated  on  the 
anxiety  of  his  R.  H.  to  act  towaids  all  his 
creditors  with  the  most  perfect  horrour;  and 
trusted  that  he  would  never  be  compelled  to 
compound  their  demands,  instead  of  giving- 
them  full  and  fair  payment.  After  dwellini^ 
at  some  length  on  these  points,  he  corieiuded 
by  repeating  his  approbation  of  the  propo- 
sition which  had  been  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee. -       • 

The  Chancellor  of  the  -Exchfquer 
spoke  in  explanation:  he  was  in  more  ihan 
one  instance  misunderstood  by  the  Hon. 
Gent,  who  spoke  last.  It  was  his  wish  to 
be  undeistood,  tliat  his  arrangement  liad  in 
view  the  same  object  wltich  was  in  the  contem- 
plation of  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Pitt), 
when  this  subject  was  brought  forward  in 
1795.  At  that  time  hisRt,  Hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Pitt)  proposed  a  grant  of  620,000/.  as  a  sum. 
fully  sufficient  to  guard  against  any  possible 
outstanding  claim  against  his  R.  H.  When 
the  Commissioners  were  appointed"  to  -take 
cognizance  of  these  claims,  they  were  allowed 
in  addition  to  the  amount  of  650,000/.  to  ena- 
ble them  to  discharge  every  debt  th'at  could 
be  claimed  against  iiis  R.  H.  the  fairness  and 
validity  of  which  could  entitle  them  to  be  li- 
quidated ;  and  those  debts  have  in  conse- 
quence been  fully  satisfied.  When  it  appeared 
that  the  aggregate  of  the  debts  exceeded  the 
sum  of  620,000/.  tiie  Conunissioners  inquired 
into  their  validity,  an  J  carefully  distinguislied 
what  was  fair  from  what  was  fraudulent.  T!;e 
result  they  submitted  to  Parliament.  Upon 
the  whole,  indeed,  it  appeared  that  the  debts 
which  were  regarded  as  fraudulent  did  not 
amount  to  any  thing  considerable  :  yet  there 
remained  an  excess,  the  cause  of  which  hs 
was  not  very  willing,  or  perhaps  unable,  to 
explain.  The  demand  of  the  creditors  mighc 
rise,  and  did  rise  in  effect,  on  account  of  t!ie 
uncertainty  and  remoteness  of  the  period  at 
which  they  were  to  be  paid.  But  no  rcp.oach 
could  therefore  be  imputed  to  the  Comm.i- 
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sioners;  they  availed  themselves  of  every  cir- 
cura'stance  of  which  they  could  fairly  take  ad- 
vantage;   they  proposed   in  payment  to  tlie 
creditors  debentures  of  100/.  with  an  interest 
©f  3  per  cent,  or  debentures  of  90/.  with  an 
interest  of  5  per  cent.    Tliey  had  their  option 
which  to  choose,  and  they  preferred  the  de- 
bentures of  90/.  bearing  an   interest  of  5  per 
cent.     The  reason  of  this  preference  he  con- 
ceived  to   be    the  expectation   the  creditors 
entertained  of  tlie  speedy  return   of  peace, 
upon  whicli  event  they  hoped  tlie  debentures 
would  sell  at  a  premium.     The  Hon.  Gent, 
next  observed,  that  even  under  the  circum- 
stances held  out  by  the  present  proposition,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  his  R.  H.  to  resume 
his  household  with  that  dignity  and  splendour 
which  were  suitable  to  his  rank.     This  he  was 
not  prepared  to  deny  ;  but  whatever  delay  in- 
tervened before  his  R.  H.  resumed  his  house- 
hold, mif^ht  ariie  from  causes  which  would 
give  his  R.  H.  fresh  claims  upon  the  House, 
and  should  not  be  considered  as  the  effect  of 
the  resolution  now  proposed.     On  the  con- 
trary,  that  proposition  would  accelerate  the 
period  of  his  resuming  hi^;  household  by  three 
years  and  a  half,  while  at  the  same  time  it 
would   essentially   contribute   to  increase  his 
ease  and  comfort.     This  the  House  and  the 
public  would  no  doubt  learn  with  satisfaction. 
But  the  Hon.  Gent,  next  insinuates,  that  the 
present  measure  is  intended  as  a  compromise 
for  the  right  of  the  Prince  to  the  revenues  of 
the  dutcliy  of  Cornwall.     He  disclaimed  all 
idea  of   such   compromise — he  felt  anxious, 
indeed,  to  prevent  any  further  proceeding  on 
the  question  of  a  petition   of  right.     There 
•were  many  of  his  friends  around  him  who 
v.ere  well  acqnauited  with  that  anxiety,  and 
who  were  also  well  aware,  that  even  if  that 
question  had  never  been  agitated,  )^et  it  was 
his  intention  to  have  recommended  the  propo- 
sition on  public  grounds.     It  is  also  supposed 
by  the  Hon.  Gent,  that  a  difference  ot  opi- 
nion has  taken  place   between  him  and   his 
Learned  Friend  respecting  the  right  of  his  R. 
H.  to  claim  the  full  amount  of  his  arrears; 
lie  did  not  conceive  that  his  Learned  Friend 
(Mr.  Sutton)  liad  ever  asserted  that  his  R.  H. 
had  auy  claim  to  the  full  amount.     The  asser- 
tion was,  that  when  of  age  he  had  a  right  to 
call  for  an  account:  on  tiiis  point  there  was 
uo  difference  of  opinion.     But  if  the  full  right 
had  been  admitted  on  the  petition,  how  and 
vhere. could  judgment  be  executed?  Where 
was  to  be  found  the  royal  property  on  which 
that  judgment  could  lay  hold?  The  question 
thph  was,  not  between  the  Prince  and  liis  Ma- 
jesty, but  between  ihe  public  and  his  R.  H. 
it'was  therefore  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  Parliament :  for  if  the  Prince  was  siipjiosed 
to  possess  funds  of  his  own,  Parliament  could 
not  be  expected  to  furnish  the  means  of  pav- 
ing his  d^^bts.     He  hoped,  therefore,  that  no 
one  would  look  to  any  residue  that  miglit  re- 
Wdin  of.  the  arrears  of  the  Uutciiy.    indeed 


his  R.  H.  hiraselt,  when  the  question  respects 
ing  his  Majesty's  civil  list  was  laid  before  th«' 
House,  expressed  his  reluctance,  through  his" 
Learned  Friend  (Mr.  Sutton),  to  set  up  any^ 
sucli   claim.     The   Hon.    Gent,    adverted   to- 
other claims  against  his  R.  H.  which  had  not- 
been  attended  to  by  tlic  Commissioners.   This' 
he  could  venture  to  say,  that  there  was  no 
claim  which,  upon  due  examination,  had  been  ^ 
found   to  be   valid,  whitli  had  not  been  satis-" 
fied  by  the  Commissioners.     Indeed,  no  claim 
could  be  brought  against  his  R.  H.  since  the  > 
arrangement  of  179.5,  for  no  debt  could   be" 
incurred  since  that  period,  without  a  violatioa  ' 
of  the  act.  "    ' 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  explanation,  said,  that  ' 
he  meant  no  reflection  upon  the  Commission-  • 
ers  :  all  he  contended  was,  that  no  reason  had  ' 
been  adduced  to  shew  why  the  mode  in  which  ' 
the  debts  had  been  paid  did  not  argue  a  com-- 
pulsory  deduction  of  their  amount.     The  de- 
bentures had  been  at  a  discount  of  15  and  20' 
percent,  and   the  honour  and  feeling   of  his' 
R.  H.  must  be  wounded  at  seeing  his  creditors" 
suffer  so  material  a  loss.     Indeed,  with  such'^ 
feelings  it  was  impossible  he  should  be  at  his 
ease  until  that  loss  was  made  good.     Notwith.. 
standing  the  anxiety  expressed  by  all  sides  of 
the  House  to  see  liis  R.  H.   resume  a  suitable  • 
establisliment  as  speedily  as  possible,  yet  he  ■ 
must  necessarily  give  up  another  year  before  '• 
he  could  answer  tjie  demands  that  still  stood"' 
against  him.     Was  tliis  the  return  which  he  ■ 
had  a  right  to  expect  after  the  magnanimous' 
sacrifices  he  has  made  to  the  public  ?  And  was  " 
he  10  be  prevented  from  returning  to  that  si-  '• 
tuation  of  splendour  in  wliich  the  House  and 
the  public  were  anxious  to  see   him  placed,'-' 
merely  because  some  debts  remained  unpaid^  > 
which  if  known  must  do  the  greatest  iionouj"'-' 
to  the  principles  and  feelings  of  his  R.  H.f 

The   Chancf.llor    of  the    Kxchequer  * 
furtlier  explained,  and  said,  that  he  was  leady' 
to  believe  tliat  it  was  higlily  honourable  tohi*  ' 
R,  H.  to  delay  resuming  his  household,  imtil 
every  claim   whicli    he    conceived' to    stand 
against  liim   had  been  fully  satisfied.     All  he- 
contended    for  was,    that   if  this  delay  took  ^~ 
place,  it  was  on  account  of  debts  witli  which 
he  was  not  acquainted;    for  he  knew  of  no 
debt  that  had  not  been  satisfied  by  the  Com- 
missioners,    As  to  any  loss  that  might  have 
been  incurred  by  a  discount  on  the  debentures> 
it  was  only  that  loss  wliich  attended  a  depre- 
ciation   of    the    public    funds.      They    may 
have  sunk  with  the  funds,  but  this  was  solely 
imputable  to  the  management  of  tliose  wh« 
held  them.  ,  •" 

Mr.  Fdx  would  trouble  the  committee  bat 
with  a,  few  observations  on  the  pre.sent  occa- 
sion.    The   part   he  took  in  the   year  1795,  .• 
when  the  establishment  of  his  R.  H.  was  ua.  -^ 
der  the  consideration  o<[   the  House,  he  rev* 
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membered  well,  for  nothing  was  more  repug- 
nant to  his  feelings  tluin  what  he  then  assented 
Tq.  Bui  wliat  was  the  question  now  ?  His 
R.  H.  had  submitted  to  a  severe  retrenchment 
0/ his  establishment  for  eight  years  (a  scvaity 
of  retrenchment,  indeed,  whicli  was  rarely 
ex€rcised  in  private  life);  and  now  it  was 
asked,  whether  it  was  fit  to  relieve  him 
from  that  retrenchment  for  the  four  years  to 
come?  And  how  was  that  to  be  done?  The 
claims  of  Jiis  R.  H.  to  the  arrears  due  from 
the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  did  not  seem  to  be 
expressly  admitted  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent. 
(Mr.  AUdinyton),  yet  that  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
did  seem  to  admit  that  his  R.  H.  was  entitled 
to  call  for  an  account  of  those  arrears.  If 
then  the  Prince  had  a  claim  to  call  for  that 
account,  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  an  account 
of  a  large  sum,  stireiy  Parliainent  should  in- 
stitute an  inquiry  how  that  sum  had  been  ap- 
propriated, or  why  it  should  not  be  employed 
towards  the  liquidation  of  his  R.  H.'s  debt  ? 
But  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  says,  Of  what  avail 
would  it  be  to  institute  such  an  inquiry  ?  for 
even  should  the  claims  of  his  R.  H.  be  sub- 
stantiated, where  wits  the  royal  property  upon 
vvhich_to.execute  judgment  ?  This  again  was  a 
subject,  for  parliamentary  inquiry.  Indeed, 
for  his  part<  he  never  could  reflect  upon  the 
subject,  without  feeling  surprise  and  regret  at 
tlie  destit.ute  and;  contemptible  state  in  which 
tlie  Royal  Family  were  plated  in  this  respect 
—(A  cry  of  Hear!  bear  I ) — and  here  the  re- 
spectful manner  in  which  his  R.  H.  had  con- 
ducted himself  towards  his  Majesty  should 
not  be  forgotten  or  pass  unnoticed.  But  it 
seems  t-hat  the  measure  proposed  this  day  was 
not  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  compro- 
mise. The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  only  says,  that 
Jieisglad  his  R.  H.  consents  to  wave  his  claims, 
because  the  pursuing  of  them  would  place 
his  R.  H.  not  only  in  an  awkward  situation 
with  respect  to  his  Majesty,  but  also  with 
regard  to  the  public,  iiow  Ithis  sfiould  be  it 
was  not  easy  to  discover.  But  in  lieu  of  his 
claims,  it  seems  his  R.  H.  is  to  be  [laced  on 
the  same  fooling  in  which  he  stood  previous 
to  the  arrangement  of  1795.  Some  Gentle- 
men might  think,  indeed,  that  125,000/.  was 
a  large  income,  even  in  such  a  situation  as 
that  of  his  R.  H.  He  must  beg  leave  to  be  of 
a  contrary  opinion.  The  House  should  not 
look  to  tlie  different  value  of  money  at  dif- 
ferent times,  when  the  revenue  of  the  Crown 
was  considered,  and  the  increase  which  it 
might  be  proper  to  make  in  the  civil  list,  and 
lose  sight  altogetlier  of  the  same  consideration 
when  it  applied  to  the  affairs  of  his  R.  H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be 
adverted  to  on  all  occasions,  unless  when  it 
regarded  him,  to  whose  situation,  however,  it 
was  most  peculiarly  applicable.  He,  for  one, 
was  of  opinion  that  a  fixed  sum  should  be 
granted  to  the  Prince  and  to  his  Majesty  for 
tlie  demands  of  the  civil  list;  and  that  it 
should  not  be  examined  and  reviewed  every 
year,  with  a  reference  to  the  different  value 


of  money;  or  if  this  reference  waa  made  m' 
the  case  of  the  one,  so  also  was  it  fair  to  make 
the  same  reference  in  the  case  of  the  other. 
The  proposition  now  was  to  restore  the  Prince 
to  what  he  before  enjoyed,  viz.  the  sum  of 
115,000/.;  but,  after  this  resolation  is  agreeni 
to,  when  is  his  R.  H.  to  resume  the  style  and 
magnificence  which  his  rank  requires  him  to 
maintain  ?  His  R.  H4  says  it  is  not  in  his  power 
to  resume  them  immediately;  with  the  mo- 
tives that  induce  him  to  defer  it  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  professes  to  be  acquainted,  but  he  does 
not  choose  to  explain  them.     Among  these., 
motives  may  be  the  payment  of  foreign  debt*, 
and  other  claims — claims  which  honour  and 
principle  acknowledge  to  be  valid :  but  these, 
it  seems,  are  not  to  be  considered  in  the  light- 
of  strict   claims ;    his  R.  H,   l\o\vcver,  may 
think   and   feel   otherwise,     Neither,   it. ap- 
pears, should  he  feel  for  those  who  lost  tea 
per  cent,   on  the  debentures,:  their  loss  was 
imputable  to  their  own  mismaiiagement  5,  for 
the  Commissioners  did  not  take  off  ten -per 
cent,  of  their  value;  for  they  gave  thae.  credi- 
tors the  option  of  dtbentiires  of  100/.  bearing, 
an    interest  of  3./.    per   cj;nt.   or  debenture*, 
of  90/.  bearing  an  .interest  of  5A  per  ceat.j 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.-  says   these  debentures  - 
may  have  been  at  a  discount  at  the  tiiae;  but  - 
that  was  on  account  of  the  state  of  publiei 
affairs,  and  there  was  a  great  probability  that 
after  a  time  they  woidd  have  borne  a  pre- 
mium— that  might  very  well  be.     There  wa«. 
a  wide  difference  between  a  guinea  and  a  de- 
benture ;    and  it  is  the  value   of  any   thing^ 
at  the  particular  time  thit  is  to  be  considered 
as  its  true  value.    The  creditors,  it  may  be- 
true,  were  not  forced  to  deduct  ten  per  cent.; 
but  the  terms  held  out  to  them  were  such  as 
to  induce  them  to  take  90/.  debentures,  and 
that  even  while  the  debentures  were  at  a  dis- 
count.    He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  all 
those  who  lost  ten  per  cent,  in  the  debentures 
had  claims  upon  his  R.  H. ;  but  he,  and  not 
Parliament,  was  the  best  judge  of  the  matter. 
But  the  Rt.  Hon.   Gent,  says  his  R.  H.cati  ■ 
have  contracted  no  legal  claims  since  the  year 
1795.     The  debts  alluded   to   might  not  be 
what  are   called    strictly    legal,    but  honour 
might  look  upon  them  as.  fair  claims.     There 
again  his  R.  H.  and  not  the  House,  was  the 
fittest  person    to  judge.     Under  whatsoever 
r.spect  these  claims  might  be   viewed,   they 
must  be  such  in  the  mind  of  his  R.  H.  as  to 
prevent  him  from  imm-sdiately  resuming  his 
wonted  establishment.     To  his  own  prudence 
and  economy  it  surely  migh-t  now  be  left  to 
distinguish  what  were  his  legal,  what  his  pro- 
misable  debts,  and  to  judge  of  the  time  when 
it  might  be  convenient  to  him  to  appear  again 
in  that  state  with  which,  from  his  rank  and 
situation,  he  is  expected  to  be  attended.     He 
should  not  be  condemned  to  do  at  forty  what   ' 
he  had  done  at  the  age  of  twenty — to  enter 
upon  an   establiAment  to  which  his  incorne 
was  inadecjuats.    The  wis.dym  and  liUernlity 
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©f  Parliament  should  guard  him  against  such 
difficulties ;  from  what  they  have  lately  wit- 
•nessed,  they  should  be  induced  to  forget  the 
past.  It  was  evident  that  his  R.  H.  had  of 
late  redeemed  his  character  by  the  most  pru- 
dential regard  to  pecuniary  affiiirs,  and  by  a 
«ystem  of  economy  which  it  is  scarcely  natu- 
ral to  expect  in  such  a  situation.  What  before 
was  reluctantly,  might  now  be  joyfully,  per- 
formed, an<l  the  House  should  no  longer  he- 
sitate in  hastening  the  moment  when  his  R.  H. 
might  be  restored  to  that  state  of  splendour 
and  magnificence,  of  which  the  circumstances 
of  his  birth  and  expectations  should  never  be 
disrobed. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
degrading  his  R.  H.  into  the  abject  condition 
of  a  bankrupt,  to  permit  his  creditors  to  sus- 
tain a  loss  on  their  claims  of  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  Bankes  contended,  that  the  question 
that  had  been  stirred  on  the  present  occasion 
should  not  be  agitated  without  bringing  it  to 
some  final' decision.  An  attention  to  the 
claims  of  his  R.  H.  by  some  was  regarded  as 
a  matter  of  favour,  by  others  as  a  matter  of 
right.  The  House,  indeed,  did  not  know 
whether  the  claim  had  been  preferred  or  not, 
and  it  might  be  wise  in  them  not  to  come  to 
a  decision  upon  a  matter  on  which  they  were 
not  competent  to  decide ;  at  least  such  a 
question  was  not  now  before  them,  and  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  debar  his  R.  H.  from  a 
petition  of  right  by  the  present  motion,  if  he 
possessed  such  a  right — neither  would  it  be 
fair  in  his  R.  H.  to  make  any  such  compro- 
mise in  his  claim.  In  this  view  he  disliked  the 
tendency  of  the  resolution,  and  felt  inclined 
to  vote  against  it.  • 

The  question  was  now  loudly  called  for, 
and  the  resolution  was  put  and  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  February  35. — (See  Minutes,  p.  340.) 
[Establishment  of  the  prince  of 
WALES.] — Lord  Pelham  called  the  atten- 
tion of  their  Lordships  to  the  consideration 
of  his  Maiesty's  most  gracious  message  relative 
to  the  establishment  of  his  R.  H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  After  a  very  few  prefatory  obser- 
vations, his  Lordship  concluding  by  moving 
an  address  to  his  Majesty,  the  purport  of 
which  was  to  assure  his  Majesty  that  their 
Lordships  would  most  heartily  concur  in  any 
measures,  the  object  of  which  was  to  pro- 
mote the  comfort,  or  to  ensure  the  dignity 
of  so  distinguished  a  branch  of  his  Royal 
House. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  made  a  few  remarks 
expressive  of  his  readiness  to  concur  in  any 
propt/vitu  n  calculated  to  rcitoic  his  R.  li.  to 


that  situation  of  splendour  and  dignity  which 
he  had,  with  such  honour  to  himself,  so  long 
consented  to  lay  aside.  He  could  riot,  how- 
ever, help  stating,  that  if  any  afrangement 
was  to  be  made  for  this  purpose,  it  should  be 
one  perfectly  consistent  with  that  high  sense 
of  honour,  and  that  powerful  love  of  justice, 
by  which  eveiy  part  of  the  conduct  of  his 
R.  H.  was  distinguished*  It  was  not  fair  nor 
honourable  that  his  R.  H.  by  not  having  his 
claims  settled  to  arrears  in  the  (U  chy  of 
Cornwall,  to  a  much  larger  amount  than 
would  be  sufficient  to  relieve  him  from  every 
incumbrance,  should  be  placed  in  the  humi- 
liating situation  of  a  debtor  of  the  public,  in- 
stead of  appearing,  as  he  really  was,  their 
creditor  to  a  large  amount.  His  Lordship 
contented  himself  with  throwing  out  these 
hints  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  reser\'ing 
the  power  of  delivering  his  sentiments  at  length 
when  the  subject  came  to  be  discussed  in  s 
specific  form.  ,^,, 

Earl  MoiRA  assured  their  Lordships,  in  the 
name  of  his  R.  H.  of  his  perfect  readiness 
cheerfully  to  acquiesce  in  any  arrangement 
which  Parliament  in  its  wisdom  might  adopt. 
On  the  subject  of  his  R.  H.'s  claims,  he  de- 
clined at  present  offering  any  decisive  opinion, 
more  especially  when  he  considered  that  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
was,  from  circumstances  not  unknown  to 
their  Lordships,  prevented  from  stating  his 
sentiments  on  this  subject.  After  expressing 
his  cordial  approbation  of  any  measures  by 
which  the  situation  of  his  R.  H.  might  be  im- 
proved and  his  feelings  gratified,  he  finished 
by  reserving  a  more  detailed  statement  of  his 
sentiments  till  a  direct  measure  was  offered  fof 
their  Lordships'  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion 
for  the  address,  and  carried  nemine  dissetitiente. 


[Finance.] — Lord  Auckland,  adverting 
to  some  observations  which  he  had  made  on  a 
former  evening  on  the  subject  of  the  financial 
situation  of  the  country,  stated,  that  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  examine  what  he  had 
then  held  forth  to  their  Lordships  with  consi- 
derable care,  and  the  result  of  his  examina- 
tion had  been,  that  what  he  then  adduced 
was  strictly  correct.  In  consequence  of  what 
had  fallen  from  a  Noble  Lord  opposite  (Tord 
Grenville),  who  was  apparently  disposed  to 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  his  statement,  he  was 
anxious  that  the  matter  should  undergo  a  full 
and  fair  discussion.  To  have  this  subject 
brought  fairly  under  their  Lordships'  consi- 
deration, he  was  therefore  desirous  that  the 
documents  by  which  his  statements  were  to 
be  substantiated  should  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  it  was  with  the  view  of  moving  for  their 
production  that  he  now  solicited  their  Lord- 
ships' attention.  He  did  not  wish  that  the 
discussion  should  be  in  any  degree  precipi- 
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tated,  but  he  imagined,  that  about  the  middle 
of  next  week  he  might  be  able  to  bring  the 
subject  to  a  fair  issue,  and  he  should  then 
move  that  the  paper  which  he  was  now  about 
to  mention  should  be  printed  for  their  Lord-  j 
ships'  use. — ^The  Noble  Lord,  after  this  ex- 
planation, sat  down  with  moving  for  "  An  j 
*'  account  of  the  permanent  taxes  and  annual 
**  grants  for  three  years,  ending  the  5th  of 
•*  January  1783;" — "  An  account  of  the  du- 
*'  ties  on  bonded  sugars ;"  and  "  An  account 
**  of  the  duties  on  malt  and  beer  during  the 
**  same  period." 

A  short  explanation  here  took  place  betwixt 
Earl  Moira,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Lord 
Auckland. 

Lord  CtRENville  expressed  his  high  satis- 
faction at  the  honourable  and  candid  mode  of 
prCJceeding  which  the  Noble  Lord  had  adopted 
on  tht  present  occasion.  It  alFordcd  him  ex- 
treme satisfaction,  that  an  opportunity  was 
to  be  afforded  of  entering  into  a  full  and  fair 
invc;itigation  of  the  financial  state  of  the  coun- 
try ;  a  subject  at  all  times  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, but  deriving  new  interest  from  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  country  was 
placed.  Nothing,  his  Lordship  observed, 
could  be  more  gratifying  to  his  reelings,  than 
that  the  statement  of  the  Noble  Lord  respect- 
ing the  financial  resources  of  the  country 
should  be  realized  in  all  their  extent.  But  he 
could  not  help  observing  that  he  had  consi- 
derable doubts  of  the  accuracy  of  that  state- 
ment. The  permanent  charges  on  the  conso- 
lidated fund  had  been  stated  at  twenty- five 
millions,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  country 
at  twenty-four.  This,  however,  was  by  nearly 
four  millions  inferior  to  what  he  considered  the 
real  expenditure,  even  under  the  existence  of  a 
peace  establishment,  which  made  a  difference 
to  this  amount  betwixt  the  statemi^nt  of  the 
Noble  Lord,  and  the  real  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditure. He  was  happy  that  the  matter 
was  to  be  brought  to  an  issue,  for  it  was  not 
a  matter  of  light  importance.  The  real  re- 
eouices  of  the  country  ought  to  be  ascertained 
,on  clear  and  undeniable  principles,  and  it  was 
not  fit  that  it  should  be  left  to  vague  specula- 
tion to  decide  what  exertions  we  might  be 
able  to  make  in  any  emergency  which  might 
occur.  The  time  Vv'hich  the  Noble  Lord  had 
mentioned  he  thought  was  hardly  adequate 
for  that  full  consideration  and  inquiry  which 
would  be  necessary  to  prepare  their  Lordships 
for  fairly  and  advartageously  entering  on  the 
discussion.  Instead  of  proposing  the  discus- 
sion at  the  time  that  the  motipn  was  made  for 
printing  the  papers,  he  thought  it  would  be 
much  more  agreeable  to  parliamentary  order 
that  the  papers  should  first  be  printed,  and 
that  a  subsequent  day  should  be  appointed 
for  taking  them  into  consideration.  There 
was  also  another  point  to  which  he  begged 
leave  to  turn  their  Lordships'  consideration, 
ia  ^hc  papers  which  the  Noble  Lord  had 


moved  for,  there  was  nothing  by  which  their 
Lordships  might  be  enabled  to  compare  the 
public  receipts  with  the  public  expenditure. 
But  if  the  discussion  was  intended  to  be  con- 
ducted in  a  satisfactory  manner,  it  was  essen- 
tial that  they  should  be  put  in  possession  of 
every  document  by  which  a  satisfactory  opi- 
nion might  be  obtained.  He  would  therefore 
suggest  to  the  Noble  Lord,  while  he  moved 
for  documents  to  exhibit  a  view  of  the  amount 
of  the  national  receipts,  not  to  overlook  those 
documents  which  presented  a  statement  of 
the  national  expenditure,  without  which  it 
was  impossible  to  draw  any  conclusion  on  the 
subject. — In  consequence  of  some  private  ex- 
planation betwixt  the  Noble  Lord  and  Lord 
Auckland,  his  Lordship,  in  addition  to  his 
three  former  motions,  moved  for  "  An  account 
"  of  the  various  charges  on  the  consolidated 
"  fund,  duiing  the  same  three  years  to  which 
"  the  former  accounts  referred." 

The  motions  were  then   successively  put 
from  the  woolsack,  and  carried. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


Wednesday,  Mar.  2. — f  See  Minutes,  p.  341.)"* 

[Irish  revenue.] — Mr.  Corrv  moved, 
that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  upon  the  Irish  revenue  acts,  and 
that  the  several  accounts  which  had  been  pre- 
sented should  be  referred  to  the  said  commit- 
tee.— Ordered. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee, Ml-.  Alexander  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Corry  said,  that  having  stated  to  the 
House  upon  a  former  occasion  the  subject 
matter  M'hich  was  now  under  the  considera-. 
tion  of  the  committee,  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  occupy  much  of  the  time 
or  attention  of  the  committee,  by  going  very- 
minutely  into  the  subject.  The  object  of  the 
motion  with  which  he  should  now  trouble  the 
committee,  was  to  renew  the  grants  of  the 
revenue  of  Ireland,  which  were  heretofore  an- 
nual grants,  which  were  so  while  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  sat,  and  which  had  conti- 
nued to  be  so  since  the  Union.  It  was  his 
intention  to  move,  that  those  duties  which 
had  hitherto  subsisted  should  be  continued. 
He  had  at  different  periods  given  notice,  that 
he  meant  to  propose  to  move,  that  these  du- 
ties should  be  granted  permanently,  that  is  to  . 
say,  without  limitation,  instead  of  granting 
them  annually ;  and  he  should  therefore  now 
move,  to  continue  them  without  any  period 
of  limitation.  The  reason  why  he  proposed 
to  make  this  alteration,  and  depart  from  the 
usual  mode,  was  this ;  viz.  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  pennanent  fund  to  meet  the  per- 
manent charges  of  Ireland ;  such  as  the  in- 
terest of  the  dubt,  the  provision  fur  the  sink- 
ing fund,  and  also  several  grants  under  acts  of 
Parliament,  tfom  the  commencement  of  his 
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Majesty's  reign  to  the  present  time.    TTiese 
■were  all  charges  to  which   the  consolidated 
fuTKl  was  liable,  without  any  annual  grants. 
The  case  was  difftrent   with  regard  to  the 
particular  services  of  each  year;  for  them  it 
xvas  necessary  to  come  to  Parliament  for  pro- 
vision  every  year,    as  in  this  country.     But 
with  regard  to  the  national  debt  of  Ireland, 
it  had  never  ^-et  been  permanently  provided 
for,    thwigh,  upon   the   propriety  of  making 
such  a  permanent  provision,  he  was  sure  there 
coiJd  not  bf  two  opinions  in  that  House.     If 
the  committee  should  concur  with  him  upon 
this  occasion,  then  the  interest  of  the  national 
debt,  and  other  permanent  charges  in  Ireland, 
xvould,  as  in  England,  have  a  permanent  pro- 
vision.    The  other  giants  for  which  he  pro- 
posed to  make  this  kind  of   provision  were 
also  in  their  nature  permanent.     With  regard 
to  th>e  duties  which  he  now  proposed  to  con- 
tinue, they  consisted  of  duties  upon  imports, 
ttpoiT  exports,  bounties,  drawbacks  upon  the 
re-exportation  of  foreign  commodities,  certain 
duties  upon   tonnage,  together  with  all  the 
inland  duties  of  every  description.    They  were 
generally  the  same  as  had  subsisted  since  the 
Union,  and  since  the  last  Parliament  of  Ire- 
knd :    he  said  generally,  because  there  were 
some  small  differences,  but  not  of  a  nature 
suiliciently  important  to  render  it  necessary 
for  him  to  go  into  detail  upon  the  subject  ; 
bnt  if  the   committee,    or    any   Gentleman, 
wished  to  have  any  more  detailed  information 
upon  the  subject,  he  would  give  it  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction.    In  some  cases  in  these 
duties,  where  there  vrere  fractions  of  a  penny, 
©r  of  a  farthing,  they  had  been  made  up  to 
the  integer,  but  the  difFerence  was  very  trifling 
indeed.    In  the  case  also  of  licenses  granted 
to  persons  to  carry  on  certain  trades,  in  some 
instances  the  duty  of  the  license  was  raised ;  I 
•but  he  hoped  it  had  been  done  with  due  con- 
sideration of  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  of 
its  capability  to  afford  it ;  and  he  had  every 
reason  to  beheve  that  they  would  not  in  any 
instance  be  found  oppressive.    With  respect 
to    drawbacks,    to   bounties,    and   to  inland 
<}uties,   they  remained  the  same.     He   took 
this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  with  regard 
fo  the  duties  on  home-made   spirits,    certain 
notions  had  gone  abroad,  and  discussions  had 
taken  place ;  but  he  wished  distinctly  to  say, 
that  there  was  nothing   in   these   resolutions 
which  at  all   touched  the  subjects   that  had 
been  so  under  discussion.     He  was  sure  that 
many  Gentlemen  who  represented  the  other 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  perfectly  compre- 
hended what  he  alluded  to,  and  he  was  there- 
fore anxious  to  make  their  minds  easy,  as  well 
as  those  of  their  constituents,    by  declaring 
that  the  subject  was  not  touched  in  the  pre- 
sent resolutions;  neither  would  it  be  brought 
forward  without  full  notice  being  given.     Mr. 
Corry  proceeded  to  notice  some  other  slight 
alterations  which  he  proposed  to  make,  such 
as  placing  two  or  three  towns  which,  from 


their  extent  and  population,  were  entitled  to 
rank  among  the  first  towns,  in  that  class  to 
which  they  belonged,  because  the  persons  liv- 
ing in  these  towns  paid  more  for  their  licenses 
than  those  who  resided  in  smaller  ones.  With 
regard  to  the  proposal  made  for  repealing  cer- 
tain duties,  he  wished  to  state  that  his  object 
was,  to  put  all  the  duties  into  one  act,  in 
ordt-r  that  mei  chants  might  have  before  them., 
in  one  view,  all  the  duties  which  they  had  to 
pay.  The  whole  of  the  duties  he  should 
therefore  pi-opose  to  re-enact  in  one  act  of 
Parliament,  with  some  very  trifling  alterations 
which  he  did  not  think  it  then  necessary  tg 
occupy  the  time  of  the  committee  with  de- 
tailing at  length.  There  was  some  difference 
between  the  book  of  rates  in  England  and  Ire- 
land ;  some  articles  appeared  m  the  one  which 
were  not  in  the  other,  and  sometimes  the 
same  articles  went  under  different  denomina- 
tions in  the  two  countries.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  assimilate  them  as  much  as  possible 
to  each  other,  because  this  difference  might 
be  productive  of  great  inconvenience  ;  for  in- 
;  stance,  if  accounts  were  called  for  from  the 
custom-houses  of  the  two  countries  with  re- 
spect to  some  articles,  the  accounts,  for  the 
reason  he  had  given,  \vould  not  agree.  This 
inconvenience  was  not  merely  of  a  temporary 
nature;  for  the  committee  would  recollect, 
that  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  by  the  com- 
pact of  Union,  a  new  view  was  to  be  taken 
of  the  respective  wealth  and  abilities  for  con- 
tribution of  the  two  countries ;  it  was  there- 
fore a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
the  accounts  of  imports  and  exports  should 
be  as  accurately  kept  as  possible  ;  and  for  this 
purpose  an  unifoiTnity  of  denomination  was 
absolutely  necessary.  Another  object  which 
he  had  endeavoured  to  accomplish  was,  to  re- 
duce the  duties,  which  in  some  instances  were 
rated  duties,  and  in  qtliers  ^d  I'aJorem  duties, 
to  one  general  rated  duty.  This  would  be  a 
very  great  convenience  to  merchants,  for  whose 
accommodation  he  proposed  this  regulation. 

After  some  conversation  between  Col.  Ve- 
reker,  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  Wickham,  and  Mr.  Lee, 

Colonel  Bagwell  said,  it  was  certainly  a 
question  of  considerable  importance,  whether 
certain  duties  should  be  appropriated  for  cer- 
tain purposes.  Undoubtedly  the  best  security 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  creditors  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  but  he  thought  it  necessary  that 
the  House  should  have  fui-ther  information 
with  regai-d  to  the  different  duties  and  taxes 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  perma- 
nently. In  the  last  session,  the  duties  were 
voted  all  together,  and  it  was  now  pi-oposed  at 
once  to  make  them  ali  permanent.  He  was 
by  no  means  inclined  to  give  any  opposition 
to  the  measure,  or  to  oppose  any  of  the  du- 
ties, but  he  really  thought,  that  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  so  much  magnitude  some  further  time 
should  be  ^iven  for  consideration,   ia  ord^r 
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t^tat  they  might  know  what  they  were  to  vote. 
Some  or  the  duties  which  it  was  proposed  to 
cpntinue  were  considered  in  Ireland  as  war 
taxes,  and  that  they  were  consequently  to 
cease  on  the  termination  of  the  war.  Such, 
for  instance,  was  the  duty  on  windows ;  and 
there  were  some  others,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
required  examination  before  they  were  voted 
permanently.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
lit.  Hon.  Gent,  would  not  press  the  resolutions 
at  present,  but  that  he  would  postpone  them, 
at  least,  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  CoRRY  said,  that  the  Hon.  Gent,  had 
complained  of  the  want  of  sufficient  informa- 
tion, and  had  stated  that  the  duties  had  been 
voted  last  session  altogether.  He  begged, 
however,  to  observe,  that  every  possible  in- 
formation had  been  laid  before  the  House. 
In  the  two  last  sessions,  and  in  the  present 
one,  accounts  had  been  presented  of  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  of  Ifcland,  and  also 
an  account  of  the  permanent  charges.  The 
House  Was  therefore  in  possession  of  the  two 
species- of  information  which  were  necessary, 
vi/,.  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
amount  of  the  charges.  '  By  an  account  now 
upon  the  table,  the  Hon.  Gent,  would  find 
the  rec_eipts  of  the  exchequer  of  Ireland  last 
year  amounted  to  ;;,32o,oo-'/.  and  the  amount 
of  the  permanent  charges,  consisting  of  the 
different  items  to  v.'hich  he  had  bei'orc  alluded, 
amounted  to  2,j 8 1,000/.  The  Hon.  Gent, 
knew  that  all  the  revenues  of  Ireland  formed 
one  consolidated  fund,  and  that  whatever  ex- 
cess there  was  after  the  payment  of  the  per- 
manent charges,  was  apphcable  to  the  current 
services,  of  the  year.  Theie  were  already 
granted  this  year  many  services,  exceeding 
the  surplus  that  would  remain  of  the  revenue, 
after  the  payment  of  the  permanent  chartres; 
so  that  the  House  v/as  in  complete  possession 
'of  every  part  of  the  sr.biect,  The  Hon.  Gent, 
had  stated,  that  some  of  the  taxes  \vhich  it 
was  proposed  to,  continue  were  considered  in 
Ireland  as  war  taxes,  and  that  it  was  expected 
they  would  cease  on  the  termination  of  the 
war,  and  had  instanced  in  particular  the  duty 
on  windows.  Upon  this  subject  the  Hon. 
Gent,  had  fallen  into  an  error.  There  cer- 
tainly had  been  an  attempt  of  some  per- 
sons whose  sentiments  were  extremely  dif- 
ferent from  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  (and  indeed  he 
ought  almost  to  ofler  an  apology  for  making 
any  sort  of  comparison  between  them),  he 
meant  the  Jacobins  of  Ireland,  to  represent 
this  as  a  war  tax ;  but  certainly  no  such  idea 
was  thrown  out  when  the  tax  was  proposed  ; 
it  was  a  provision  for  the  largest  loan  that  had 
ever  then  been  made  in  Ireland.  "The  Hon. 
Gent,  might  indeed  recollect  a  regulation 
which  was  rnade  for  the  collection  of  'the  tax, 
which  was  a'  war  regulation.  It  had  been  the 
avowed  object  of  many  persans  in  Ireland  to 
.obstruct  the  public  Kup^oliea'ui  every  possible 
kay,  \o  depreciate  tht^  paper  of  the  Bank  of 


Ireland,  and  to  injure  the  national  credit; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  those  persqns  from 
throwing  oiF  their  shoulders  their  share  of 
the  general  burden,  a  clause  was  introduced, 
which  enacted  that  persons  should  pay  the 
duty  according  to  the  number  of  windows 
which  their  houses  contained  at  the  time 
when  the  tax  was  laid  on.  This  regulation 
was  certainly  a  war  regulation^  and  of  course 
expired  ^yith  the  war. 

Col.  Bagwell  said,  it  was  by  no  means 
his  v/ish  to  give  any  opposition,  or  to  throw, 
any  impediment  in  the  way  of  public  busi- 
ness ;  but  as  it  was  a  subject  of  very  great 
importance,  he  wished  the  Rt,  Hon.  Gent. 
would  defer  the  consideration  of  it  for  a 
few  days,  in  order  to  give  the  Gentle- 
men who  represented  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  an  oppoitunity  of  inquhing  into 
the  subject.  WitJiout  entering  at  present 
into  the  subject,  he  wished  to  observe  with 
respect  to  one  tax,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be  very  imfairly  laid  on ;  he  meant  the  tax 
upon  leather:  the  tanners  of  this  country. 
(England)  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  per 
lb.  which  was  allowed  as  a  drawback  upon 
exportation  to  Ireland,  and  then  the  duty  of 
one  penny  was  again  laid  on  in  Ireland;  but, 
from  the  mode  of  collecting  the  tax  in  Ireland, 
the  Irish  tanners,  instead  of  one  penny,  paid 
about  zjd.  or  something  more,  per  pound; 
and  this  he  knew  had  excited  considerable  un- 
easiness and  discontent.  His  object  in  men- 
tioning these  circumstances  was  not,  he  re» 
peated,  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  business,  but,  if  possible,  to  remoV^ 
every  ground  of  serious  objection.  H 

.  i'.f. 

Mr.  J.  Latouche  said,  he  concurred  with 
the  Hon.  Member  who  spoke  last,  in  hoping 
that  a  few  days  would  be  given  fortlie  ctinsii 
deration  of  the  subject.  There  -  w^s  one  tai: 
which  he  was  instructed  to  oppose  as  a  per- 
manent tax,  and' that  was  the  duty  upoj  vvin- 
dov,'a.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.' seemed  to  suppocfe^ 
the  opposition  to  this  tax  proceeded  from  per- 
sons of  disposition-S  not  very 'favourable  to 
the  constitution  ;  but  he  had  a  petition  against 
it  from  one  of  the  most  ioyal  corporations  in 
Irelandi  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  DnbhiK 

Mr.  CoRRY  said,  it  certainly  was  not  an  ofa*. 
ject  with  him  to  hurry  this  business  through 
the  House,  or  to  prevent  a  full  discussion  of 
every  part  of  it;  on  the  contrary,  if  there  was 
one  mode  better  calculated  than  anotheir  tp 
afford  the  means  of  discussion  ;'|nd  investxga" 
tion,  he  should  most  readily  consent  tt,^,  it-j 
but  he  begged  leave  to  remind'  Gentlemen, 
that  the  d\itic»  which  it  was  now  prop.osed  to 
continue  were  the  same  as  those  which  had^ 
been  voted  in  the  Parliament  of  Irela'-idt,  Witk 
respect  to  what  had  been  stiggestedaboai  the 
tax  upon  leather,  he  wished  16  say  a,  very  fesy 
woi-d^.  Since  this  tax  wa'si  OriginaUy  ki^  0^ 
■^'  .ftX^  ,  ,-.^;  ....^:i -...».-  .V 
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at  the  rate  of  one  penny  per  lb.  it  had  never 
been  increased,  and  it  was  a  trade  which,  like 
many   others,    was  carried    on    upon    a   very 
small  scale  in  Ireland,  and  was  spread  gene- 
rally over  the  face  of  the  country  ;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was,  that  in  the  distant  parts 
of  the  kingdom  many  of  the  tanners  paid  lit- 
tle or  nothing  to  the  tax;  and  those  who  re- 
sided in  or  near  great  towns,  could  not  bring 
their   articles   to  market  nearly  so   cheap   as 
those  who  were  enabled  to  evade  the  duty. 
Knowing  this  to  be  the  stave  of  the  trade,  he 
Jiad  endeavoured  to  inform  himself  whether 
any  plan  could  be  adopted,  which  would  se- 
cure the  profits  of  the  fair  trader,  and  at  the 
same  time  ensure  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue.    From  the  information  of  a  tanner,  who 
had  been  in  a  considerable  line  of  business, 
and  who  was  enabled  to  gi'>'e  him  complete 
information  upon  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  Corry) 
was  able  to  form  a  system,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, would  secure  both  these  objects.     He 
then  called  together  a  meeting  of  the  trade  in 
the   ci'.y  of  Dubhn;    they  were  at  first  ex- 
tremely hostile  to  the  system  he  proposed  ; 
but,  after  repeated  discussions  upon  the  sub- 
ject,  every  man  remained  perfectly  satisfied 
with    the    tax;    to  prove    which    he    would 
mention  a  circumstance  (which  of  course  he 
should  not  otherwise  allude  to),  the  corpora- 
tion of  tanners  voted  him  their  thanks  for  his 
plan.     The  ciFcct  of  this  regulation  was,  that 
in   the  ensuing   year  the   tax    amounted    to 
5  2,.cco/.  whereas  in  the  preceding  year  it  was 
only  i8,oco/.     It  wss  true,  that  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  there  were  some  mur- 
murs upon  the  subject — he  believed,  in  parti- 
cular, from  the  city  of  Waterford.     His   Rt. 
Hon.  Friend  (Mr.   Wickham)  transmitted  to 
him  some  information  upon  the  subject,  v>'hen 
he  was   on  the  poin^t  of  embarking  for  Eng- 
rand,  which  induced  him  to  delay  his  voyage, 
Tid  to  send  down  to  that  city  to  request  that 
dejiutation  from  the  trade  there  might  be 
sent  up  to  investigate  the  subject  with  him, 
which   offer  they,  however,   declined.     Vv^ith 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  Hon. 
Gent,  upon  the  propriety  of  delaying  the  dis- 
cussion upon  this  question,  he  wished  to  ob- 
serve to  them,  that  this  subject  divided  itself 
into  two  different  heads  ;  that  tbey  were  now 
considering  the   propriety  of   laying   on   the 
duties,  and  that  the  proper  time  for  discussing 
the  mode  of  collecting  them  would  occur  in 
another  f  tage  of  the  business :  as  to  any  al- 
■teration  which  might  be  judged  necessary  in 
the  mode  of  collecting  the  duties,  if  Gentle- 
men til  ought  a  delay  upon  this  subject  was 
viccessaiy,    he   should   have   no   hesitation  in 
concurring  in  it.     But  with  respect  to  the  du- 
ties themselves,  Gentiem.en  knew  that  Ihey  all 
expired  on  the  25th   of   March.     It  may  be 
asked,  why  he  did  not  introduce  this  measure 
sooner?  This  question   he  >vou!d  ansvv'er,  by 
'zdcing  another,  namely,  why  it  was  that  Gen- 
tlemen from  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 


did  not  appear  sooner  in  their  places  ?  for  he 
was  particularly  anxious  not  to  bring  forward 
a  measure  so  important  to  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  whilst  so  many  of  its  re>- 
presentatives  were  absent.  "t  . 

The  CHi^NCELLOR  of  the  Exchequer. 
said,  he  really  hoped  that  Gentlemen  would 
not  press  for  any  fiu'ther  delay.  It  would  be 
remembered,  that  the  preamble  of  this  mea- 
sure was  discussed  last  session  ;  that  distinct 
notice  was  then  given  by  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend, 
that  the  present  jiroposition  would  be  brougiit 
forward  in  the  present  session.  It  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  to  have 
brought  it  forward  previous  to  the  recess  ^ 
but  he  abstaiued  from  it,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  so  miany  Members  v  ho  represented 
ihc  other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  but 
he  then  gave  notice,  that  he  would  bring  it 
forward  at  an  early  period  after  the  Christmas 
recess,  and  since  then  his  time  had  been  oc- 
cupied in  consequence  of  his  being  upon  an 
election  committee.  The  comrnittee  would 
recollect,  that  the  Irish  duties  would  cease  on 
the  25th  of  March;  the  necessity  of  dispatch 
must  therefore  be  obvious.  It  would  also  be 
recollected,  that  it  was  merely  the  resolutions 
that  Avere  before  the  committee,  that  the  sub- 
ject would  again  come  before  the  House  in  the 
shape  of  a  bill,  in  the  various  stages  of  which 
Gentiem.en  might  state  any  objections  that 
occurred  to  them.  When  he  recollected  tha^ 
the  grants  for  the  permanent  charges  of  Ire- 
land were  voted  from  year  to  year,  he  was 
really  astonished  how  the  credit  of  that  coun- 
try had  stooel  so  high  as  it  had  done  for  the 
last  two  years.  •  The  necessity  of  avoiding 
any  imnecessary  delay  was  obvious  from  a  va-i 
riety  of  considerations.  Suppose  the  House 
should  not  be  able  to  make  the  necessary  bal- 
lots, and  that  the  public  business  should  be 
suspended  for  a  lew  days,  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  whole  revenue  of  Ireland 
would  be  in  a  state  of  abeyance.  He  there- 
fore hoped  that  Gentlemen  would  feel  the  im- 
propriety of  proposing  any  unnecessary  delay. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Thursday,   Mar.  3. — (See  Minutes,  p.  ^143.) 

[Militia  training  bill.] — Lord  Ho- 
BART  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  militia  exercise  bill; 
which  being  done,  he  observed  he  felt  it  un- 
necessary to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
on  the  present  occasion  ;  the  general  subject, 
of  w  h'ch  the  bill  formed  a  part,  was  well  known 
to  their  Lord-jhjps,  as  it  had  undergone  ample 
and  repeated  discussions  in  that  House  when 
it  was  last  regularly  before  them.  He  would 
observe,  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
went  merely  to  amend  one  clause  in  the  gere- 
ral  bill.  It  would  be  in  their  Lordships'  re- 
collecticn,  that  by  the  last  bill  the  militia  was 
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was  to  be  called  out,  for  tlie  purpose  of  train- 
ing and  cxcrcifing,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one 
day;i;  the  bill  in  question  was  simply  to  ex- 
tend that  term  to  twenty-eight  days.  In  the 
fivsi  instance,  the  lesser  interval  was  consi- 
dertd  as  adequate,  and  the  loiiirer  term  was 
regarded  as  objectionable,  principally  on  the 
score  of  expense.  However-,  on  niaturer  deli- 
beration, it'  was  found  expedient,  and.  Upon 
the  whole,  deemed  advisable  to  extend  the 
terra  for  the  purposes  he  had  mentioned  to 
the  space  of  twcuty-eight  days :  this  being  all 
the  bill  proposed  to  do,  he  should  no  longer 
detail;  the  House,  but  merely  move,  "  That 
*'  the  bill  be  now^  read  a  second  ume." 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  considered  the 
bill  as  one  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
bighly  worthy  of  their  Lordships'  serious  con- 
sideration. It  was  not  his  intention  to  oppose 
the  second  reading,  but  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary not  to  allow  the  present  opportunityto 
escape  without  submitting  to  their  Lordships 
a  few  remarks  which*  naturally  suggested 
theniselvcs  on  the  motion  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  bill  of  the  nature  of  that  now  before  the 
House.  In  the  present  circumstances  in  which 
the  country  was  placed,  he  could  not  help 
considering  the  proper  training  of  the  militia 
as  a  matter  intimately  connected  with  the  pre- 
servation of  our  national  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence. It  was  impossible  that  the  very 
great  change  which  had  taken  place  in  our 
situation  relative  to  foreign  powers  should 
have  escaped  their  Lordships'  attention.  A 
natitin,  which  for  ages  had  been  our  constant 
rival-,: had  received  a  prodigious  accession  of 
strength  from  the  acquisition  of  many  popu- 
.  lous  nations,  united  as  a  branch  of  its  popu- 
lation, or  attached  by  the  bonds  of  intimate 
alliance.  The  military  character  of  this  rival 
power  had  acquired  new  vigour,  and  all  its 
resources  were  under  the  direction  of  a  bold 
and  adventurous  chief.  Of  the  character  of 
this  chief  he  had  no  intention  at  present  par- 
ticularly to  speak ;  and  while  he  adverted  to 
this  subject,  he  wished  Noble  Lords  to  under- 
stand tliat  he  was  not  arguing  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  a  speedy  rupture.  He  saw  nothing  in 
the  circum-'larxes  of  the  t\Vo  ccnmtries  which 
induced  him  particularly  to  anticipate  such  a 
rupture;  but  every  dictate  of  policy  and  ex- 
pediency required  additional  precautions  in 
t!ie  measures  calculated  to  gua-rd  against  any 
unforeseen  and  unexpected  renewal  of  hosti- 
lities. He  had  already  said  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  particularly  to  descant  on  the 
character  and  views  of  the  chief  magistiate 
of  France.  At  the  same  tmie  he  thought  it 
fair  to  observe  th?.t  he  was  known  not  to  be 
particularly  scrupulous  in  the  choice  of  the 
means  to  wh.ich  he  resorted  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  views.  When  our  situation 
was  considered  with  reference  to  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  conceived  that  there  could  not 
exist  iLe.suuIlest  difference  of  opipiou  as  to. 


the  necessity  of  keeping  up  a  much  L-.rger  mi- 
litary establishment  than  had  ever  been  main- 
tained or  judged  requisite  in  any  former  pe- 
riod of  our  history.  This,  indeed,  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  h.-d  felt  in  its  proper  extent ; 
and,  with  the  conviction  of  this  necessity, 
they  had  proposed,  and  Parhament  had  voted, 
the'  support  of  a  peace  establishment  much 
more  extensive  than  had  ever  been  previously 
maintained.  While  he  contended  for  the  ne- 
.  essity  of  this  increased  establishment,  and 
the  expediency  of  keeping  up  a  large  etfective 
military  force,  it  was  not  because  he  enter- 
tained any  dread  of  the  ultiniate  consequence 
of  any  invasion  which  might  be  mide  on  our 
coasts,  wherever  or  at  whatever  period  that 
invasion  should  take  place  ;  but  it  was  essen- 
tial that  the  country  should  be  in  that  state  of 
preparation,  and  should  have  such  a  disposable 
military  force,  as  should  enable  us  to  meet  in- 
vasion at  once,  however  remote  the  quarter 
might  be  where  the  landing  was  attempted. 
On  this  account  he  was  anxious  that  some 
other  plan  for  the  training  of  the  miUtia,  more 
effectual  than  that  now  proposed  by  the  bill, 
should  be  adopted.  When  he  considered 
what  proportion  of  the  time  allotted  for 
training  the  militia  was  exhausted  in  marching 
to  the  places  where  the  training  was  to  take 
place,  and  how  many  days  intervened  when 
the  training  was  necessarily  discontinued,  he 
could  not  help  thinking  the  period  proposed 
by  the  bill  was  too  short.  For  the  correct- 
ness of  this  opinion  the  Noble  Duke  appealed 
to  those  Noble  Lords  who  were  professionally- 
attached  to  the  army,  as  well  as  to  such  of 
their  Lordships  as,  from  patriotic  motives, 
had  taken  an  active  share  in  the  training  of 
the  militia  during  the  late  war,  whether  the 
period  which  the  bill  prescribed  for  the  train- 
ing of  the  militia  henceforth  to  be  raised,  was 
not  inadequate  to  the  purpose  in  view.  He 
had  himself  no  particular  plan  to  propose, 
but  he  submitted  to  their  Lordships  whether 
the  addition  of  twenty-eight  days  more,  du- 
ring which  one  third  of  the  militia  might  be 
trained,  w^ould  not  be  productive  of  the  inost 
beneficial  effects.  Of  the  militia  so  trained, 
one  third  only  would  be  occupied  in  rotation  ; 
and  bv  the  adoption  of  this  expedient,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  regular  military  force  would 
be  left  applicable  either  to  a  sudden  descent 
on  an  enemy's  coast,  or  to  the  undertaking  of 
some  expedition  in  a  distant  quarter  of  the 
workh  These  were  points  of  very  great  im- 
portance, at  no  time  to  be  neglected,  but  pe- 
culiarly necessary  to  be  attended  to  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  country.  Only  these 
grounds  of  objection  occurred  to  him  against 
the  plan  which  he  now  suggested.  It  inight 
be  urged,  that  any  farther  extension  ot  the 
time  allotted  to  the  training  of  the  mihtia 
would  create  a  very  lari!;e  additional  expense, 
>vould  be  productive  of  much  inconvenience 
to  the  ofScers,  and  would  withdraw  a  great 
proportion  of  active,  laborious  citizens  from 
*"  X-  3     :  - .  .: :.  •  •  . 
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domestic  occupations,  at  a  time  Avhen  their 
services  might  be  particularly  wanted.  To 
the  first  of  these  objections  the  answer  ap- 
peared to  hJm  simple  and  satisfactory.  When 
it  was  considered  that  the  whole  expense  of 
the  training  of  the  militia  at  present  did  not 
exceed  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and 
that  if  a  third  of  them  were  trained  for  dou- 
ble the  period,  an  expense  of  only  sixty  thou- 
sand pounds  more  would  be  incurred,  he 
could  not  allow  this  consideration  of  expense 
to  have  any  weight :  as  applicable  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  so  great  a  nation  as  this  was,  it 
was  perfectly  trifling.  The  second  objection 
he  viewed  as  equally  unworthy  of  attention  : 
Gentlemen,  acting  as  officers  of  the  militia, 
'would  only  have  to  submit  to  an  additional 
attendance  of  twenty-eight  days,  and  that 
■'  would  only  happen  once  in  three  years.  This 
surely  was  no  very  serioLVs^inconvenience  ;  but 
even  admitting  it  to  be  much  greater  than  it 
really  was,  it  would  be  paying  Gentlemen  a 
bad  compliment,  whose  situation  called  on 
them  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  militia  officers, 
to  suppose  that  they  would  not,  with  the 
greatest  alacrity  and  cheerfulness,  submit  to 
inconveniencies  far  greater,  with  the  view  of 
rendering  so  essential  a  service  to  their  coun- 
try. A  sacrifice  of  this  nature,  and  one  of 
far  greater  magnitude,  was  indeed  wh^t  their 
country  had  a  right  to  demand.  As  to  the 
objection  draun  from  the  inexpediency  of 
\vithdrawing  a  large  proportion  of  the  labo- 
rious classes  from  their  ordinary  occupations, 
he  admitted  that  it  was  entitled  to  considera- 
tion :  but  it  applied,  though  in  a  less  degree, 
to  the  extension  of  the  period  of  training 
•which  the  bill  proposed.  The  Noble  Duke 
repeated  the  observation  with  which  he  intro- 
duced his  speech,  that  it  was  not  by  any  means 
his  wish  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
till,  and  it  was  the  farthest  from  his  view  to 
embarrass  any  of  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment. He  placed  the  greatest  confidence  in 
jN'Iinisters,  and  for  many  of  them  he  enter- 
tained the  highest  possible  respect  and  esteem. 
What  he  had  now  taken  the  liberty  of  throv,-- 
ing  out  had  arisen  from  his  anxious  v/ish  that 
every  thing  connected  with  the  safety  of  the 
country  might  be  placed  on  the  most  respect- 
able footing;  and  if  not  at  present,  at  leabt 
during  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  some 
arrangement  of  the  nature  which  he  had  sug- 
gested would  occupy  the  attention  of  Minis- 
ters. He  was  the  less  anxious  at  the  present 
moment  to  press  any  measure  on  the  accept- 
ance of  Government,  as,  from  the  vast  num- 
ber of  militia  which  had  been  kept  up  during 
the  war,  a  large  disposable  force  could  now, 
if  circumstances  required  it,  be  easily  procured. 

Lord  HoBART,  on  the  part  of  Ministers, 
thanked  the  Noble  Duke  for  the  hints  which 
he  had  thrown  out  for  their  consideration. 
They  certainly  were  well  deserving  of  atten- 
tion, as  indeed  every  tiling  was  that  fell  from 


so  respectable  a  quarter.  Ministers  were  fully 
aware  of  the  important  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  situation  of  this  country 
relative  to  foreign  powers ;  and  so  far  as  the 
question  of  the  augmentation  of  a  military- 
disposable  force  was  concerned,  ample  provi- 
sion had  been  made  during  the  last  session  by 
the  vote  of  a  peace  establishment,  of  a  nature 
adequate  to  protect  us  against  any  sudden 
danger.  The  militia  during  last  war  had  been 
found  of  essential  service,  and  it  was  with  the 
view  of  rendering  their  services  still  more  effi- 
cient than  the  present  bill  had  been  framed. 

After  a  few  words  in  explanation  from  the 
Duke  of  Montrose,  the  bill  was  then  read  a 
second  ti;ne,  and  committed  for  next  day. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  Mar.  4. — (See  Minutes,  p.  402.) 

[Prince  of  wales's  fstablishment.] 
— Mr.  Calcraft  said,  that  before  he  entered 
on  the  short  statement  with  which  he  meant  to 
preface  tiie  proposition  hi;  held  in  his  hand, 
he  thought  it  r.ecessary  to  declare,  as  he  had 
done  on  a  former  night,  that  he  never  had  any 
C(5mmunication  on  the  subject  with  the  illus- 
trious personage  to  whom  it  alluded,  nor  with 
any  other  person,  save  one.  However  deli- 
cate the  subject  might  be,  he  trusted  that  the 
method  he  should  adopt  in  bringing  it  forward 
was  such  as  v/ould  not  be  objected  to  by  any 
person  of  any  party  whatever.  The  me'ssage 
which  had  lately  been  presented  to  the  Hou'se 
he  considered  as  the  language  of  the  Minister, 
though  it  was  called  tlie  message  of  the 
Crown,  and  in  that  were  involved  matters 
which  he  thought  of  the  greatest  consequence, 
as  they  related  to  a  subject  so  important,  as 
that  of  keeping  up  the  splendour  and  dignity 
attached  to  the  high  station  of  the  Heir  Appa- 
rent of  the  monarchy  of  this  country.  Sorry 
he  was,  that  what  had  been  done  in  conse- 
quence of  that  message  was  not  effectual,  so 
as  to  enable  the  illustrious  personage  alluded 
to  in  it  to  resume  that  dignity  and  splendour 
immediately,  of  which  he  had  been  so  long 
depiived.  To  enable  him  to  do  this,  was  his 
object  in  bringing  forward  the  present  pro- 
position ;  and  the  mode  he  intended  to  pursue 
in  doing  so,  was  to  move  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  extent  of  those  claims  which 
at  present  embarrass  his  R.  H.  and  prevent 
him  froni  resuming  that  exalted  rank  and  sta- 
tion which  it  was  so  much  to  be  lamented  he 
had  ever  been  obliged  to  rehnquish.  He  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  confidence  that  the  House 
would  do  every  thing  necessary  towards  so  de- 
sirable a  purpose  ;  and  when  he  considered  his 
Majesty's  message,  he  was  certain  that  it  went 
further  t'nan  the  mere  voting  such  a  sum  as 
does  riot  put  the  Prince  one  jot  nearer  to  the 
resumption  of  his  dignity  than  he  was  before-- 
An  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Erskiue)  had,  on  a  for- 
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mer  night,  on  opening  this  business,  said  that  I  alluded,  who,  with  so  much  liononr  to  hin^ 


his  R.  H.  was  satisfied.     He  was  at  all  time 
willing  to  take  that  Hon.  Member's  assurance; 
but,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  he  should 
not  think  himself  justified  in  taking  the  as- 
surance even  of  the  illustrious  personage  to 
whom  he  alluded,  in  a  case  of  so  peculiar  a 
delicacy  and  so  unusual  an  importance  as  the 
present.     Feeling,  as  he  did,  the  pressing  ne- 
cessity of  the  Prince's  resuming  that  state  and 
dignity  which  belonged  to  his  exalfed  situa- 
tion, it  was  much  belier  tlie  House  should  go 
a  step  further  than  it  had  yet  done,  by  adopt- 
ing the  proposition  he  had  to  ofFer,  than  suffer 
his  illustrious  character  to  be  liable  to  impu- 
tations, which  there  were  too  many  would  he 
ready  to  throw  on  it,  if,  after  the  sum  voted 
in  consequence  of  the  message,  he  still  conti- 
nued in  that  state  of  privacy  in  which  he  had 
already   so   long  remained.     If  it   should   be 
supposed  there  was  any  question  of  delicacy 
in  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  Prince's  af- 
fairs,  he  was  certain  the  Commissioners,    in 
1795,  went  infinitely  farther  than  he  intended 
to  do.    There  doubtless  was  no  mode  of  com- 
pelling a  disclosure  of  the  state  of  his  R.  H.'s 
affairs,  but  if  the  committee   was  appointed, 
and  any  objection  was  made  from  that  quarter, 
he  and  the  House  would  have  the  satisfaction  to 
know,  that  they  had  gone  as  far  as  they  could, 
and  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  expe- 
dite the  wishes  of  his  Majesty  to  the  fullest 
extent,  and  as  early  as  possible.     For  his  own 
part,  he  should  not  have  undertaken  the  bu- 
siness, but  that  he  thought  he  saw  an  anxious 
desire  in  the  House  on  a  former  night  to  eman- 
cipate his  R.  H.  immediately  from  those  em- 
barrassments Vv'ith  which  he  was  at  present 
surrounded.     While  Ministers  were  continu- 
ally holding  forth,  and  while  the  House  re- 
joiced to  join  them  in  congratulations  to  the 
country  on  the  flourishing  state  in  which  it 
now   stands,   the   rank,    the    splendour,    and 
dignity  of  the  Heir  Apparent  ought  not  to  be 
overlooked.     If  we  were   to   be  splendid   in 
our  national  establishment,  if  we  prided  our- 
selves on  the  magnitude  of  our  undertakings, 
and  on  the  extent  of   our  improvements  in 
arts,  arms,  manufactures,    and  commerce,  is 
the  Prince   of  Wales  alone,    said  the   Hon. 
Member,  to  live  in   a  parlour  of  his  palace, 
and  be  known  to  the  people  of  this  country 
only  as  a  dignified  personage  in  private  life  ? 
He  could  not  suppose  the  House  would  longer 
endure  such  an  idea.     This  was  not  a  perso- 
nal question   by  any  means.     The  public  at 
large  was  interested,  and  deeply  interested,  in 
this   illustrious  personage,    who   is   the    Heir 
Apparent  to   the   monarchy,    being   speedily 
restored  to  that  high  rank  and  dignity  in  which 
it  is  their  pride  and  glory  to    see  him.     in 
bringing  forward  this  measure,  he  could  as- 
sure the   House  that  he  did  not   mean    the 
smallest  disrespect  to   any   human    creature. 
He  could  not  but  feel  for  the  situation  of  the 
illustrious  personage  to  whom  his  proper ition 


self,  had,  by  the  communication  he  had  ixiade 
to  the  House,  candidly  acknowledged,  that 
notwithstanding  his  Majesty's  paternal  kind- 
ness, and  the  liljeral  disposition  of  the  House, 
he  could  not  resume  tlie  rank  and  splendouT 
attached  to  his  dignified  station,  till  certain 
debts  which  he  tliought  himself  bound  in  ho- 
nour to  pay  were  discharged.  As  an  inde- 
pendent Member  of  Parliau-\ent,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  appeal  to  the  House  to  stand 
forward  at  once,  and  extricate  his  R.  H.  from 
those  embarrassments,  and  thus  enable  him 
to  resume  immediately  that  spkndoui  and  dig- 
nity which  it  was  the  evident  wish  of  hi?  Ma- 
jesty's message  he  should  do,  and  which  he 
was  certain  it  was  also  the  wish  of  a  great 
majority  of  that  House  that  he  would  do. 
He  should  not  therefore  longer  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  House  than  to  read  his  motion, 
which  he  did  to  the  following  purport: — 
"  Tliat  the  House,  anxiously  desirous  to  give 
"  full  effect  to  the  important  objects  contained 
"  in  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  message  of 
"the  iT-ith  of  February,  do  appoint  a  select 
"  commiittee  to  inquire  into  the  embarrass- 
"  ments  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  into  the 
"  most  effectual  means  of  relieving  them  as 
"  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  to  enable  his 
"  R.  II.  to  resume  the  splendour  and  dignity 
"  attached  to  his  exalted  station." 


Mr.  Erskine  said,   the  Hon.   Gent,  who 
had  made  the  motion  had  adverted  to  what 
he  had  said  on  a  former  night.     On  that  night 
he  came  into  the  House  by  accident,  and  on 
his  entrance  he  found  an  Hon.  Member,  who 
held  an  official  situation  under  the   Prince  of 
Vv^alcs,  reading  in  his  place  to  the  House  the 
communication  which  his  R.  H.  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  make  to  them.     After  that  Hon, 
Member  had  performed  the  duty  imposed  on 
him,  the  Hon.  Gent,  v.'ho  had  just  sat  down 
gave   notice  of  the  motion   he   intended  thi", 
day  to  bring  forvv^ard ;  and  he  then,  as  a  ser- 
vant of  his  R.  H.  thought  it  his  duty  to  state 
to  the   House  that  the   Prince  had  expressly 
assured  him  he  was  perfectly   satisfied,  both 
with  the  gracious  intentions  of  his  Royal  Fa- 
ther,  and   the  hberal  proceedings  of  Pariia- 
m»ent,  though  he  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent 
on  him  to  state  to  them,  that  he  could  not 
for  some  time  resume  that  splendour  and  dig- 
nity they  were  desirous  he  should  do.     At"  the 
same  time  he   thought  it   necessary  to  add, 
that  the  motion,  of  which  the  Hon.  Gent,  had 
given  notice,  was  altogether  unknown  to  the 
illustrious  personage  to  whom  it  related  ;  be- 
cause, as  that  notice  had  been  given  so  imme- 
diately after  the  communication  from  his  R. 
H.  had  been  read,  it  might  have  been  con- 
ceived by  the  public,   had  nothing  been  said 
of  it,  that  it  was  made  with  the  Prince's  pri- 
vity, and  he  would  then  have  seemed  to  be  :;t 
variance  with  that  satisfaction  which  he  ex- 
uressed  himself  to  have  felt  at  the  proceediii^s 
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of  Parliament.  He  made  this  declaration  ndw, 
he  said,  to  shew  why  he  had  acted  as  he  did, 
in  order  that  it  might  not  be  thought  that  he 
meant  to  discountenance  the  motiori.  Proud 
ss  he  was,  and  ever  should  be,  in  possessing 
the  confidence,  and  acting  as  the  servant  of 
the  ilTustriour.  personage  to  whom  the  present 
motion  alluded,  he  had  still  a  higher  cha- 
racter to  support,  that  of  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament; and  as  such  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  give  his  reason  why  he  had  not  spoken  on 
the  subject  of  his  Majesty's  message.  His 
Majesty  did  not  ask  any  specific  sum,  but  left 
i:  to  the  House  to  decide  for  the  interest  anJ 
advantage  of  so  near  and  dear  a  brdUcn  of  the 
Royal  Family.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  v.  ho  was 
the  organ  of  the  Crown,  in  bringing  forward 
the  measure,  had  acted  with  that  moderation 
which  did  him  the  highest  honour,  as  it  shewed 
his  desire  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  his 
Majesty,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  the 
pressure  on  the  people  as  light  as  possible. 
He  did  not  think  it  proper  to  give  any  op;]iit)n 
at  that  time  on  the  subject.  It  does,  how- 
ever, now  distinctly  appear,  that  what  is  done 
'A-ill  not  be  eiFectual.  The  );iesent  motion 
was  no  censure  on  his  Majesty's  message,  nor 
any  ciiticism  on  the  conduct  of  Ministers;  if 
it  had  been  eitlier  of  these,  he  should  think 
himself  bound  to  vote  against  it.  His  Majesty 
says,  by  hia  message  to  the  House,  Enable  me 
'to  give  that  which  will  restore  dignity  to  the 
Trince  of  Wales;  and  the  House  assured  his 
Majesty,  by  their  address,  that  they  were 
•ready  to  do  so.  The  sum,  however,  voted  is 
not  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  the  Hon. 
Member  who  makes  the  present  motion  is  de- 
sirous to  remedy  the  defect.  This,  therefore, 
<  is  not  a; proposition  from  Ministers,  but  from 
an  independent  Member  of  Parliament ;  and 
it^  design  i,3  to  shew  our  desire  to  support  the 
monarchy.  It  is  only  to  say,  We  desire  to  give 
your  Majesty  more  than  you  ask  ;  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  splendour  of  the  Prince,  we  de- 
sire to  addt^o  that  sum  which  your  Majesty's 
Minister  ha£  asked  and  obtained  from  the  libe- 
rality of  Piii-liament.  Suppose  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  had  asked  any  specific  sum,  perhaps  it 
might'  have  roused  the  recollection  of  some 
Members,  and  induced  them  to  revert  to  the 
expenses  -.of  the  .  war,  and  other  burdens, 
Vv-liich  certainly  pressed  on  the  people.  He 
rose  thus  early,  in  order  to  shew,  that  in  tiie 
present  motion  there  was  no  hostility  to  the 
message.  He  was  sure  the  Rt.  Hon.Gent.'s 
disposition  towards  the  Prince  was  not  limited 
by  the  proposition  he  had  brought  forward, 
'but  that  if  Parliament  chose  to  add  to  that 
8um,  he  would  be  as  glad  as  any  one  to  see 
the  Heir  Apparent  relieved  fiom  his  embar- 
rassments. For  his  own  .part,  he  was  happy 
to  think  tiiat  this  business  would  be  finally 
settlerJ,  witiiout  the  claims  of  the  Prince  hr.v- 
ing  be-en  brought  forward.  On  this  head,  he 
hkd iiever  said  that  those  claims  would  amount 
to  any  specific  sum,  but  what  he  had  abseited: 


!  war.,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  wa?  entitled 
I  to  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall 
j  from  his  birth.  This  doctrine  had  never  been 
contradicted  by  any  l;t\s  yer  in  that  House, 
I  and  h;id  received  the  tacit  assent  of  Lord  EUen- 
boi-ougii,  who  was  then  Attorney-GeneraL 
It  was  clear  that  the  reason  of  that  grant  was 
for  the  sustentation  and  dignity  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  independerit  of  the  Kin^'.  With 
regard  to  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy  of  Corn- 
wall, thcv  had  been  received  by  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  and  it  was  no  matter  whether  tJie 
amount  Vvas  ascertained  to  be  any  particular 
sum  :  the  fact  was,  that  whether  the  pubHc 
was  inde[i:cd  to  the  Prince  or  net,  this  was 
undeniable,  that  we  have  now  a  Prince  of 
Wales,  at  the  age  of  forty,  who  has  been  no 
burden  on  the  public.  'Ihe  sum  granted  in 
consequence  of  the  message  was  such  as  the 
House  thought  proper  for  any  Prince  of 
Wales.  The  Rt.Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  stated 
that  his  Majesty's  message  had  no  connexion 
with  the  Prince's  claims.  The  great  object 
he  had  in  view  in  troubling  the  House  on  the 
present  occasion  was,  to  remove  ail  idea  that 
the  Prince  has  any  concern  or  interest  in  the 
present  motion ;  and  he  assured  the  House 
that  he  had  no  other  anxiety  on  his  m.ind 
than  an  ardent  wioh  that  the  public  should 
nut  suppose  th.it  the  Prince  had  received  the 
bounty  of  the  House,  and  not  acted  accord- 
ing to  its  intentions  in  granting  it,  by  imme- 
diately resuming  the  dignity  and  splendour 
which  were  the  imniediate  intention  of  the 
grant. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  he  F.ad  ro  doubt  but 
that  our  wise  ancestors,  in  their  wise  Insti- 
tutions, meant  to  make  the  Prince  of  Wales 
independent  of  his  father.  What  does  the 
Hon.  Gent,  who  made  the  motion  ask : — 
only  that  the  embari-assmerts  of  the  Prince 
be  inquired  into  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 
What  had  been  the  etTect  of  the  deductions 
made  by  the  Comrniosioncrs  ?  They  had 
tended  to  accumulate  the  prepent  debtsj 
which  the  Prince  thought  himself  bound  in 
honour  to  pay.  He  was  astonished  to  see 
any  reluctance  shewn  to  so  fair  a  proposition 
as  that  now  under  tiie  consideration  of  the 
House.  He  was  certain,  had  these  items, 
which  had  been  struck  off  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, been  submitted  to  a  jury  of  the 
country,  they  would  have  been  universally 
allowed.  He  begged  pardon  for  having  ex- 
presced  himself  with  considerable  warmth  ; 
his  feelings  would  not  allow  him  to  speak 
otherwise,  when  he  reflected  that  he  was 
arguing  in  favour  of  the  most  elegant,  manly, 
and  accomplished  Prince  in  Europe. 

Sir  Robert  Buxton  said,  that  he  should  be 

extremely  h.appy  to  see  the  Prince  resume  the 

splendour  and  dignity  to  which  his  rank  in  the 

I  state  £0  fully  entitled  him;  but 'lib  then  spoke 
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as  a  representative  of  the  people,  and  it  be-  j 
hoved  him  as  such  to  be  very  cautious  how 
he  imposed  any  additional  burdens  on  them.  I 
It  had  been  said  that  we  were  not  now  in  a  ' 
state  of  war ;  but  are  we  not,  he  asked,  in  a  j 
financial    situation    very   similar   to    that    of  , 
a  state  of  war  ?    No  taxes  have  yet  been  talcen  \ 
off,  except  the  incx)me-tax,  and  in  lieu  of  that  ^ 
others   have   been   imposed,    which    weighed  j 
very  heavy  on  the  body  of  the  people,  par- 
ticularly the  window-tax.     He   then  asked  if 
this  was  a  time  tc  be  laying  additional  burdens 
on  the  people  ? — He  desired  the  House  to  look 
at  th.e  present  situ.ition  of  Fiance,  to  consider 
the    immense    army    she   kept   iip,    and    the 
gigantic  exertions  she   was  muking  to  render 
herself  the  arbiticss  of  the  whole  of  Er.rope. 
No  man  wished  more  for  the  high  establish- 
rnent  of  the  Royal  Family  than  he  did;  but 
he  thought  the  Prince  would  do  himself  more 
honour  by  giving  up  the  trappings  of  royalty 
at  this  moment  than  by  resuming  them.     For 
these  reasons  he  was  so  thoroughly  convinced 
of   the   impropriety  of   the  prcocnt  motion, 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

^' Mr.  CuRWEN  observed  that  the  proposition 
met  with  his  hearty  concurrence.  He  was 
as  unwilling  as  any  man  to  give  his  coun- 
tenance or  support  to  extravagance  in  any 
situation,  however  elevated ;  but  he  thought 
it  unworthy  the  character  or  spirit  of  any 
Member  of  that  House,  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  any  man  could  entertain  the 
most  distant  idea  of  withholding  his  support 
to  the  becoming  state  and  dignity  of  the  Heir 
Apparent  to  the  throne  of  the  British  empire. 
With  this  view  he  should  support  the  motion 
for -a  committee  of  inquiry,  that  those  in  the 
secret  might  come  forward  and  explain  what 
was  the  obstacle  which  prevented  his  R.  H.'s 
immediate  resumption  of  his  state  and  dignity; 
that  they  might  state  what  was  the  amount 
of  the  sum  which  occasioned  the  po"stpone- 
ment  of  an  object  so  much  the  wish  of  every 
man,  he  might  say,  in  and  out  of  that  House, 
the  splendour  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  said,  that  his  R.  H.  had 
certainly  acknowledged,  with  a  gratitude 
which  becomes  tvcry  son  to  his  father,  the 
kind  attention  of  his  Majesty  in  sending  his 
most  gracious  recommendation  to  this  House; 
and  he  had  thanked  the  House  for  their  libe- 
rality towards  him  ;  but  he  also  had  declared 
that  he  would  not  immediately  resume  his 
dignity.  He  would  wish  to  see  the  Heir 
Apparent  to  the  crown  of  this  united  king- 
dom, placed  in  a  situation  in  which  he  has 
not  been  since  the  year  1787. 

.  Mr.  Johnstone  stated,  that  he  felt  himself 
bbi'.fid  to  object  in  the  most  decided  mnnut  r 
io  the  .notion.    At  the  same  time  he  yielded 


to  no  man  in  respect  for  the  Prince,  whose 
many  noble  and  amiable  qualities  he  acknow- 
ledged :    but  he  did  not   consider  himself  at; 
liberty  to  consult  his  feelings  in  the  disposal 
of  public  money  at  a  period  when  forty  mil- 
lions annually  were  raised  from  the  subject, 
when  even  that  enormous  revenue  was  inade- 
quate to  the  expenditure  ;  and  when,  above 
all,  we  could  only  consider  ourselves  as  pre- 
paring for  another  great  and  arduous  struggle, 
which  was  to  decide  even  our  existence  as  a 
nation.     When  new  burdens  were  to  be  im- 
posed on   the   public,    he    expected  that   it 
would  be  shewn  what  was  the  correspondent 
benelit  which  the  public  was  to  derive.     And 
though    he    felt    that    to    maintain    in    due 
splendour  all  the  branches  of  the  Royal  Family- 
was   essential    to    the    true  interests   of   the 
country,  he  must  contend  that  no  argumeDi;s 
were  stated  to  prove  the  necessity  of  revoking 
those  arrangements  which  Parliament,   after 
great  deliberation,  had  adopted  in  1795.    At 
that  period   a  considerable  ferment,    a  conj- 
siderable   degree    of  Jacobinical    spirit    pre- 
vailed ;  and  therefore  it  might  have  been  axU 
gued  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  abridge 
the  Prince    of  any  part  of   that   splendour, 
which  certainly  has  its  effect  On  the  multitude: 
but   now  the  whole   people  were   united  in 
loyalty  to  the  King,  affection  for  the  Prince, 
and  attachment  to  the  constitution;  and  what 
they  chiefly  desired  to  behold  in  the  Royal 
Family  was,  a  sensibility  of  the  many  burdens 
with  which  they  were  oppressed.     But  other 
Gentlemen  talked  of  the  rights  of  the  Prince 
resulting  from  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall.     This 
question  was  discussed  in  1795,  when  relief 
had   been   solicited   from  Parliament,    and   it 
then  was  the  duty  of  the  Prince  to  urge   his 
right,  or  rely  on  the  generosity  of  the  public. 
He  had  chosen  the  latter;  and  it  was  not  fair, 
after  experiencing  the  liberality  of  the  countr.}4 
to  renew  the  claim  of  right.     On  this,  how^ 
ever,  he  was  not  inclined  to  insist,  cspecisflly 
as  in  the  last  year  the  Prince  was  desired  Xi> 
present  his  claims  to  legal  discussion.     Why- 
was  not  that  discussion  brought  to  an  issuei 
No  difference  could  arise  between  the  King 
and  the  Prince,    as  was  stated :   for  th.c  re- 
venues   having    been   applied  to   the   public 
service,  the  public  was  answerable,    and  the 
King  had  no  more  to  do  with  the  suit  than 
with  any  other  in  which  he  v/as  made  de- 
fendant in  the  way  of  form.    Eut  there  existed 
another  very  good  reason  why  the  suit  should 
not    be   prosecuted :    that  it   could  produce 
nothing  ;  for,  admitting  the  Prince  entitled  to 
the  revenues  of  th.»  dutchy  of  Cornwall  from 
the  hour  of  his  birth,  the  avnount  was  2.34,000/. 
Now  during  the  12  last  years  of  his 
minority,  there  had  been  issued 
by  regular  payments     ...    -  £.jz2,coo 
Extra  payment       -.----         50,000 
Half  of  32,00c/.  paid  jointlv'to  the 

Duke  of  York  and  hirnseJf     -     -        i6jCCo 
Allowing  that  the  expenses  of  (he 
\ 
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first  nine  years  of  his  minority 

were  5000/.  per  annum,    which 

could  scarcely  be  too  much,  a? 

6000/.  was  now  allowed  for  the 

Princefis  of  Wales  -----  ^^.45,000 
the  whole  expenditure  w.is  z;-<),ooo/.  to  be 
set  against  a  receipt  of  zr-,.\,ocoL  during  the 
Prince's  minority.  B>it  was  this  all  ?  inhere 
had  been  paid  6c, 000/.  on  his  coming  of  age, 
2.19,000/.  in  1787,  and  52,000/.  in  1795,  be- 
yond the  fixed  and  regular  allowances :  so 
that  on  the  whole  there  were  payments  to  the 
amount  of  570,occ/.  to  be  opposed  to  a  claim 
of  234,000/.  He  stated  tiiese  facts  because  he 
considered  the  people  of  England  insulted 
•when  tiiey  were  told  that  his  Highness  had 
made  a  sacrifice  by  condescending  to  accept 
between  2  and  5000/.  If  that  measure  was 
adopted,  it  proceeded  from  the  generosity 
and  liberality  of  the  nation,  for  no  claim  of 
right  did  exist.  It  Avas  fit  and  proper  the 
public  and  the  House  should  know  the  true 
state  of  this  question,  and  he  was  conscious 
he  had  discharged  his  duty  in  stating  these 
facts.  ■-..  V  .'    :.-. 

Mr.  Henry  Lascelles  said,  it  was  with 
sincere  regret  he  heard  that  his  R.  H.  could 
not  immediately  resume  that  state  and  dignity 
which  belonged  essentially  to  his  exalted 
station.  The  people  in  the  country  could  not 
understand  the  nature  or  legality  of  his  claims 
on  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  he  could  wish 
that  question  had  been  decided,  and  not  held 
over  the  House  in  terrorem. 

Sir  William  Gearv  said  his  R.  IT.  pos- 
sessed a  more  elevated  mind  than  to  make  any 
indirect  apphcation  ;  it  Avas  therefore  unne- 
cessary for  any  Member  to  declare  that  the 
present  Motion  was  submitted  to  the  House 
without  the  privity  or  consent  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  But  he  telt  himself  bound  by  his 
duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  to  support 
the  monarchical  part  of  the  government,  and 
upon  the  same  principle  he  thought  it  equally 
requisite  that  he  should  give  every  support 
in  his  power  to  the  immediate  resumption 
of  that  state  of  splendour  and  dignity  which 
should  belong  to  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the 
crown.  He  had  been  told  that  the  Prince  of 
Wales  could  not  immediately  resume  his  be- 
coming splendour;  but,  in  his  opinion,  the 
Hon.  Member  said,  we  should  do  it,  we 
should  enable  him  immediately  to  resume,  for 
our  own  sake,  whatever  it  might  cost. 

Mr.  Dent  said,  he  believed  it  was  the  wish 
of  the  House  and  covmtry  at  large,  that  the 
Prince  should  resume  that  style  of  mag- 
nificence which  should  attach  to  this  exalted 
personage. 

Mr.  RuRDOv  was  as  anxious  to  promote 
the  dignity  of  the  Royal  Family  as  any  other 
Member  in  that  House :    but  he   had  heard 


something  said  of  d^bts  of  honour:  these 
claims  were  directly  against  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  regulation  of  1795,  and  he  thought 
it  contrary  to  the  manly  spirit  of  that  House 
to  insist  on  inquiry.  He  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  previous  quest-ion. 

Mr.  TiKRNEY  said,  that  he  felt  no  degree 
of  sorrow  that  the  present  discussion  had  been 
brought  forward ;  but  was,  on  the  contrary, 
happy  that  this  opportunity  was  offered  of 
delivering  his  sentiments  on  the  subject. 
When  the  Report  of  the  committee  on  his 
Majesty's  message  was  brought  up,  he,  among 
other  Members,  was  desirous  of  ofFering  his 
opinion  ;  but  the  House  were  told  that  they 
were  pledged  to  go  up  to  St.  James's  with 
the  address  on  his  Majesty's  providential 
escape  at  three  o'clock,  and  all  discussion 
was  therefore  precluded.  He  could  not  help, 
remarking  on  the  impropriety  of  bringing 
forward  the  Report  on  a  subject  of  such, 
magnitude  on  the  day  when  the  House  being 
under  the  necessity  of  waiting  on  his  Majesty 
at  a  particular  hour,  were  prevented  from 
fully  and  fairly  cai:-,-as3ing  the  merits  of  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  Report.  All  the 
accounts  were  now  on  the  table,  and  an  op- 
portunity now  offered  itself  of  fairly  consider- 
ing the  subject.  In  the  remarks  which  he 
had  now  to  ofFer,  he  migiit  view  himself  as  a 
Member  who  had  been  absent  from  any  pre- 
vious proceedings  on  the  subject,  and  who 
was  left  to  gather  all  his  information  from  the 
Journals  of  the  House-  In  what  situation 
would  such  a  Member  then  find  himself 
placed  ?  On  the  Journals  of  the  House  he 
would  find  a  message  from  his  Majesty,  re- 
commending the  present  condition  of  his  R.H. 
to  their  attention,  and  expressing  his  con- 
fidence that  they  would  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  would  secure  the  comfort  and  sup- 
port the  dignity  of  so  distinguished  a  branch 
of  the  Royal  Family.  He  would  find  this 
[  message  folloAvcd  up  by  a  proposition  on  the 
part  of  Ministers,  professing  to  have  this 
object  in  view,  and  on  the  same  Journals  he 
would  see  an  official  communication  from  his 
R.  H.  stating  in  the  clearest  terms,  that  if  it 
V.MS  the  object  of  the  proposition  to  enable 
him  to  resume  his  dignity,  it  was  not  adequate 
for  that  purpose.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  vvitli  this  information,  would  it  be  in  the 
least  degree  extraordinary,  that  a  Member  so 
situated  should  immediately  agree  to  a  mo- 
tion for  inquiry  ?  Would  he  not  be  inclined 
to  think  that  there  was  something  wrong  in 
this;  something  which  required  explanation? 
and  would  he  not  vote  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
secure  this  explanation,  before  he  consented 
to  give  his  vote  for  a  considerable  grant  of 
the  public  money  I  On  such  grounds  he  was 
disposed  to  give  the  motion  of  his  Hon, 
Friend  his  most  cordial  support.  In  voting 
for  the  coinmittce,  he  did  not  at  all  pk'iig^t 
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himself  to  vote  for  whatever  sums  might  be 
found  to  be  atill  undischarged ;  but  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament  he  wished  to  ascertain 
what  the  circumstances  were  which  prevcnttd 
the  resumption  of  his  R.  H.'s  cplendour.  The 
xesiilt  of  any  inquiry  into  the  nature  or  extent 
of  those  debts  which  either  his  honour  or  his 
justice  called  on  him  to  discharge,  he  was  far 
from  dreading  as  likely  to  turn  out  unfavour- 
able to  his  K.  H.'s  character.  Instead  of  any 
thing  unworthy  of  that  high  sense  of  honour 
by  which  his  R.  H.  was  so  remarkably  distin- 
guished, he  was  fully  convinced  in  his  own 
mind  that  the  explanation  would  only  raise 
him  in  the  esteem  of  the  public.  Possessing, 
as  he  did,  the  strongest  attachment  to  the 
Prince,  he  should  not  support  tne  motion 
for  the  committee,  if  he  did  not  think  that 
the  result  would  be  highly  honoural  ie  to  his 
conduct.  For  his  part,  he  was  so  firmly 
persuaded  of  this,  that  he  stated  with  perfect 
conviction,  that  even  if  the  worst  enemies  of 
the  Prince  were  put  on  the  committee,  they 
would  discover  no  transaction  of  which  he 
ought  to  be  ashamed,  or  which  could  injure 
him  in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  the  increase  of  the 
burdens  of  the  people,  and  some  Gentlemen 
seemed  extremely  desirous  of  agreeing  that 
any  addition  to  the  income  of  his  R.  H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales  was  an  addition  to  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people.  What  was  the  state  of 
the  account  betwixt  his  R.  H.  and  the  public, 
he  professed  not  to  know.  This,  however, 
he  did  knov/,  that  during  th^.'  last  session  his 
R.  H.  did  lay  before  the  House  a  proposition 
for  considering  the  amount  of  his  claims,  and 
referred  them  to  their  judgment.  It  was  not 
then  denied  that  an  account  ought  to  be 
taken :  all  that  was  contended  for  was,  that 
this  was  not  the  competent  tribunal ;  that  the 
matter  was  one  for  the  decision,  not  of  the 
legislature,  but  of  a  court  of  lav/.  In  de- 
ference to  this  decision,  his  R.  H.  prepared  a 
petition,  which  was  laid  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  the  matter  vi'as  put  into  a 
train  of  adjudication.  It  aid  not  appear  that 
his  R.  K.  had  discovered  any  unwillingness 
to  proceed  with  the  suit ;  it  did  not  appear 
that  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  unwillingness 
of  Ministers  to  have  the  matter  brought  to  a 
fair  issue,  or  that  he  had  made  any  application 
to  them  on  his  part,  or  submitted  any  over- 
ture for  receiving  60,000/.  as  a  condition  of 
relinquishing  all  further  proceedings.  Rut 
when  his  R.  H.  had  proceeded  so  far  with  his 
suit,  when  everything  announced  a  speedy de- 
t-ermination,  Ministers  had  stepped  in  with  this 
proposition,  as  if  they  thought  that  his  R.  H. 
had  sufficiently  atoned  for  his  offences.  Twelve 
years  were  fixed  on  as  the  period  of  his  pro- 
bation ;  but  exactly  at  the  end  of  seven  years 
and  a  half,  when  the  amount  of  his  claims 
on  the  public  is  about  to  be  ascertained, 
•when  it  is  about  to  be  determined  whether 
«uch  a  sum  Was  due  to  him  as  vvould  enable 
Vol.  III. 


him  to  resume  his  former  dignity,  a  period 
is  put  to  his  state  of  humiliation,  and  a  pro- 
vision is  assigned  him  without  the  smallest 
explanation  of  so  extraordinary  a  change. 
Of  the  causes  of  this  change  he  knew  no- 
thing ;  but  he  now  appeared  as  a  represent- 
ative of  the  people  desirous  of  some  explana- 
tion. But  how  was  this  explanation  to  be 
obtained,  unless  by  the  medium  of  the  pro- 
duction of  papers,  or  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  inquiry.'  This  was  the  obfect 
of  his  Hon.  Friend's  motion,  and  therefore 
it  should  have  his  cordial  vote.  His  Hon. 
Friend  had  stated  with  the  greatest  candour, 
that  the  motion  was  brought  forward  without 
the  privity  of  his  R.  H.  To  state  this,  was 
indeed  almost  unnecessary,  as  his  R.  H.  after 
the  communication  he  had  made  to  the 
House,  could  not  come  forward  with  any  new 
application.  When  in  consequence  of  a 
message  from  his  Royal  Father,  a  proposition 
was  made  for  granting  an  annual  sum  of 
60,000/.  in  addition  to  the  income  he  now 
possessed,  it  was  impossible  for  him  not  to 
accept  of  this  offer  with  eagerness  and  grati- 
tude. This  was  ail  perfectly  natural ;  but 
the  question  next  came  to  be,  Iwid  any  thing 
more  satisfactory  been  arranged  ?  Did  Gen- 
tlemen who  wished  well  to  the  monarchical 
part  of  the  constitution,  think  that  no  occa- 
sional burdens  were  to  be  submitted  to  with 
the  view  of  increasing  its  dignity  and  sup- 
porting its  splendour  ?  Were  not  the  splen- 
dour and  the  dignity  which  the  Heir  Apparent 
was  enabled  to  keep  up,  essentially  connected 
with  the  honour  and  the  dignity  of  the  mo- 
narchy ?  One  Hon.  Member  (Mr.  Johnstone.) 
had  contended,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had 
obtained  from  the  public  at  different  times, 
upv/ards  of  500,000/.;  and  that,  therefore,  to 
talk  of  the  sacrifices  which  had  been  made  by 
his  R.  H.  was  to  offer  an  insult  to  the 
country.  This,  however,  was  an  insult  which 
might  be  very  easily  resented,  and  that  was 
by  shewing  hov/  the  acccunt  betwixt  his  R.  H. 
and  the  public  actually  stood.  When  the 
whole  account  came  to  be  fully  examined, 
he  did  not  believe  that  almost  any  one  of 
these  statements  would  be  found  to  be  cor- 
rect. Among  the  articles  charged  on  the 
Prince  to  the  public,  were,  the  expenses  of 
his  education.  This,  however,  was  totally 
incorrect ;  as  the  expenses  of  his  education 
were  defrayed,  not  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  but  paid  from  the  civil  list.  The  re- 
ceipts from  the  dutchy  of  ConVvvall  wtre 
stated  at  234,000/. ;  and  to  be  deducted  from 
this  sum  he  allowed  the  125.000/.  vrhich  had 
been  given  for  the  payment  of  his  R.  H.'s 
debts.  The  sums  expended  en  Carlton  House 
he  could  not  allow  to  be  fairly  placed  to  his 
R.  H.'s  account.  If  a  Prince  of  Wales  was 
to  be  maintained  at  all,  it  was  proper  that 
he  should  be  maintained  in  a  style  suited  to 
his  rank  and  prospects.  He  was  not  to  be 
turned  out  into  the  world  without  soaie  ade* 
*  Y 
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quate  provision.    The  whole  amoiirit  of  the  1 
sums  which  had  been  advanced  for  his  R.  H.  , 
being    fairly   considered,    it  would,    he    con-  ; 
tended,  be  found,  that  he  was  the  least  ex-  j 
pensive  Prince    of  Wales  who  ever  existed. 
If  the  accounts  were  fairly  balanced,  it  would, 
he    was   persuaded,    be   found   that   30,000/. 
was  the  amount  of  the  whole  of  what   had 
been  advanced  by  the  public  by  extraordinary 
grants.     True  it'was,  that  his  R.  H.  had  an 
annual  revenue   of  125,000/.  assigned  to  him 
in   179^:   but  this  was  what,  from  his  rank 
and  situation,    he  had  an   indisputable   right 
to  possess.     If,  in  the  year  1738,  the  grand- 
father of  his  R.  H.  enjoyed  a  cleai  income  of 
1003000/.    125,000/.  would   not  be   reckoned 
too  ample  in  1803,  increased  as  was  the  price 
of  every  article  of  subsistence.     He  begged  it 
to  be  understood  that  he  did  not  speak  from 
the   knowledge    of  any  incumbrances   which 
existed  on  the  establishment  of  his  R.  H.;  but 
if  a  committee  were  appointed,  and  the  re- 
sult  of  their  inquiries  should  be,    that  new 
incumbrances  had  during  the  last  eight  years 
accrued,    this  would  not  be  matter  of  asto- 
nishment— it  would  rather  appear  the   result 
of  necessary  causes.     An   Hon.  Gent,  on  the 
floor    (Mr.  Fox)    had    on   a   former   evening 
argued  against  the  system  of  justifying  incum- 
brances on   the   civil  list,    by   considerations 
drawn  fi-om  the  depreciation  of  the  value  of 
money.     In    the   general  position  which  the 
Hon.    Gent,  laid   down  on   this  subject,    he 
heartily  concurred;  but  wnth   the  admission, 
that   a  depreciation  to  a  very  extraordinary 
degree  had  taken  place   within  the   last   ten 
years,  it  was  very  hard  that  his  R.  H.  should 
be  the  only  individual  to  whom  the  benefit 
of  such  an  argument  was  not  to  be  extended. 
Economy  was  the  perpetual  theme  from  some 
Hon.   Members,    but    the   manner   in   which 
this   economy  operated   was  rather   singular. 
These   economical    gentlemen    had,    without 
the   least   evidence,    granted   60,000/.   to   his 
R.  H.  on  the  mere  ciedit  which  they  attached 
to  the  assertions  of  Ministers.     They  granted 
tne  money,  but  they  v.ould  hear  nothing  of 
a   motion   for  inquiry.     This   v-as   a  sort  of 
economy   very  ditFerent  from  tiiat  which  he 
had  ever  thought  it  his  duty  to  preach  or  to 
practise.     But  had  these  scrupulous  and  eco- 
nomical Gentlemen  never  heard  any  thing  of 
the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  persons  in  pub- 
lic  cfTrces   during   the   few  last    years?      He 
did  not  mention  this  with  any  view  of  object- 
ing to  the  increase  ;  for,  whatever  were  the 
views  of  economy  which  he  enrouraged,  he 
had  on  all  occasions  been  an  advocate  for  a 
liberal   provision  to   those  employed  in   the 
public  service.     Without,  therefore,  meaning 
to  infer  any  ground  of  censure,  he  only  re- 
quested Gentlemen  who  were   so  pathetic  on 
the  increase  of  the  public  burdens,  to  recall 
their  recollection  to  a   few  of  these  examples 
of  5.r.    increase   of  salary.     He  might  just  re- 
iVe.li  their  iRcmaries  by  selecting-  une  out  of 


many  instances    which    might    be   produced. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  the  new  office 
of  Minister  at  War  had  been  created  in  1796, 
and  that  the   salary   of  the   Under  Secretary 
of  this  department   was   fixed  at   1500/.     la 
four  years  after  it  was  augmented  to  2000/. 
which  these  Gentlemen  would  surely  admit 
to    be    a    considerable     increase    within     so 
short  a  period.     He  had  already  stated  that 
he    was   ignorant    of  what   were   the  claimr. 
on    the    honour    and    justice    of   his   R.  H. 
which  rendered  the  inmiediate  resumption  of 
his  dignity  impracticable.   Among  these  might 
be  debts  due  to   individuals  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, the  legality  of  which  was  not  admitted 
in  this  country,  or  the  deduction  of  ten   per 
cent,  made  by  the  Commissioners,  in  the  re- 
payment  of    which    he    might    conceive    his 
honour  implicated.     If  these  were  considered 
by  the  Prince  as  debts  of  honour,  his  deter- 
mination to  discharge  them  was  surely  laud- 
able in  the  highest  degree.     He   professed  to 
j  know  nothing  of  debts  of  any  other  descrip- 
i  tion  ;  but  even  if  with  an  income  reduced  for 
these  eight  years,  from   125,000/.  to  60,000/. 
a  year,  there  should  be  found  an  increase  of 
[  a  few   thousand  pounds  annually   above  his 
■  revenue,  he  should  find  no  difficulty  in  giving 
:  his  vote  for  the  paym.ent  of  such  sums.     lu 
I  giving  such  a  vote,  he  should  not  be  guided 
i  by   indiscriminate   liberality.     While    he  was 
1  ready  to  admit  the  fairness  of  such  an  increase 
I  as  arose  out  of  causes,  the  operation  of  which 
!  every  one   experienced  to   a  greater  or  less 
I  degree,  he  should,  as  a  faithful  representative 
!  of  the  people,  feel  it  his  duty  to  resist  any 
;  extraordinary  demand  on  the  public.     A  long 
!  series  of  acts  of  kindness,  on  the  part  of  his 
j  R.  H.  had  impressed  his  mind  with  the  warm.- 
I  est  gratitude ;  but  at  present  he  appeared  in 
I  the   performance    of    his   public    duty.      He 
i  stood  up  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  and 
I  splendour  of  his  R.  H.  but  he  was  to  be  the 
j  advocate  of  his  dignity   and   splendour  only 
!  so  far  as  they  were  coasistent  with  the  duty 
•  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents.     A  pro- 
:  position    had    been    made   by    Ministers    for 
i  giving  his  R.  H.  an  establishment  suitable  to 
I  his   station ;    which,    from    an    official   com- 
'  munication,  the  House  were  assured  was  to- 
j  tally  inadequate  to  the  end  in  view.     A  secret, 
I  therefore,  was  in  the  possession  of  Ministers, 
!  respecting  the  causes  which  rendered  it  im- 
I  possible  for  his   R.  H.  to  resume  his  dignity 
I  immediately  after  the  additional  grant  was  con- 
I  feired.  This  secret  tlit  House  had  a  right  to  ob- 
;  tain :  2nd  it  was  with  this  view  that  he  sat  down 
'  with  giving  his  hearty  assent  to  the  motion. 

i  The  Ckascfi-lor  of  the  Exchequer  be- 
j  gan  by  alUuling  to  the  proceedings  which  had 
I  taken  place  on  the  day  when  the  Report  on 
\  the  message  was  received.  A  very  simple 
i  explanation  was  necessary  to  shew  that  in 
I  these  proceedings  there  was  no  fair  ground  of 
)  ceiiiure.    If  the   Hoa.   Ge-it.    had    Oflly  re- 
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mained  a  few  moments  after  the  Speaker  had 
resumed  the  chair,  he  would  have  lieard  that 
he  had  moved  for  receiving  the  Report  on 
the  subsequent  day.  This  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  do  from  respect  to  his  R.  H.  by 
avoiding  all  appearance  of  unnecessary  delay. 
If,  however,  he  had  heard  from  any  one 
Member  any  objection  to  receiving  the  Report 
on  that  day  when  the  House  was  to  go  up 
with  the  Address,  he  certainly  should  have 
felt  it  his  duty  instantly  to  have  yielded  to 
this  suggestion.  If  the  Hon.  Member  had 
then  wished  to  object,  he  had  it  fully  in  his 
power;  and  if  he  did  not  choose  to  urge  his 
objection,  then  the  fault  was  v.'holly  im- 
putable to  himself.  Having  said  so  much  on 
this  preliminary  topic,  he  adverted  to  the 
question  immediately  before  the  House.  The 
Hon.  Gent,  who  had  introduced  the  motion, 
had  stated  that  it  was  introduced  without 
the  smallest  communication  with  his  R.  H. 
but  was  the  unbiassed  result  of  individual 
opinion.  This  was  an  assurance  which  was 
hardly  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Hon. 
Member.  Knowing,  as  he  did,  the  scjitimtnts 
and  feelings  of  his  R.  H.  on  this  subject,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  conceive  that  he 
should  have  given  the  motion  the  slightest 
countenance  or  support.  Knowing,  indeed, 
the  manner  in  which  those  sentiments  and 
feelings  had  been  declared,  he  needed  no 
assurance  of  his  R.  H.'s  total  ignorance  of 
the  motion  now  submitted  to  the  House.  He 
had  the  satisfaction  of  stating  in  the  most 
explicit  manner,  that  every  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  led  to  the  proposition  which 
had  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  House, 
was  unreservedly  communicated  to  his  R.  H. 
and  had  been  honoured  with  his  unequivocal 
approbation.  The  account  as  it  stood  be- 
twixt his  R.  H.  and  his  creditors,  had  been 
prepared  and  submitted  to  his  inspection. 
The  propositions  founded  on  it  had  been 
communicated,  and  his  R.  H.  had  declared 
that  tliey  perfectly  accorded  with  his  wishes. 
If,  therefore,  his  R.  H.  had  condescended  to 
communicate  any  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  motion,  he  had  every  reason  to  expect 
that  he  himself  would  not  have  been  over- 
looked ;  and  as  no  communication  had  been 
made  to  him,  he  was  fully  justified  in  con- 
cluding, that  it  was  a  motion  to  which  his  con- 
fidential frieuds  would  not  be  disposed  to 
give  their  support.  Proceeding  to  the  more 
direct  consideration  of  the  motion,  the  Rt.  , 
lion.  Gent,  adverted  particularly  to  an  obser-  | 
vation  made  by  an  Hon.  and  Learned  Member  1 
(Mr.  Erskine),  who  spoke  second  in  the  debate,  i 
that  the  message  of  his  Majesty  ought  to  be  I 
amended,  and  that  the  House  ought  to  carry  | 
their  views  further  than  the  proposition  of 
Ministers  extended.  The  Hon.  and  Learned 
Member  only  did.  Ministers  justice,  when  he 
declared  tliat  no  Members  in  that  House  could 
be  more  anxious  for  the  immediate  restoration 
of  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  dignity  suited  to 


I  his  rank  and  situation  in  the  community  ; 
j  and  that  every  measure  consistent  with  public 
i  duty  would  meet  with  their  cordial  support, 
1  if  it  had  this  object  in  view.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  contend  that  the  House  could 
!  not  entertain  any  motion  which  offered  for 
their  acceptance  a  proposition  more  exten- 
sive than  that  winch  was  now  the  ground  of 
a  bill  which  was  in  its  progress  through  the 
House.  This,  however,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  affirming,  that  any  proposition  for  paying 
debts  of  his  R.  H.  not  included  in  the  pro- 
visions  of  1795,  could  not,  consistently  vWth 
the  regularity  and  independence  of  Parliament, 
be  received.  Even  if  a  vote  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  were  now  to  pass,  it 
was  impossible  that,  the  House  could  stir  a 
single  step,  or  come  to  a  single  decision,  with  ' 
the  view  of  raising  money,  without  a  previous 
recommendation  from  the  Throne.  He  could 
state  expliciily  to  the  House,  that  he  had, 
on  the  present  occasion,  received  no  such 
recommendation  ;  and  if  the  Hon.  Gent,  had 
moved  for  a  committee  to  grant  a  sum  for 
the  payment  of  any  debts  contracted  since 
1795,  he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  have 
opposed  it.  It  never  was  the  intention  of 
any  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  move 
for  any  proposition,  the  object  of  w^hich  was 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  due 
by  his  R.  H.  beyond  those,  the  payment  of 
which  was  provided  for  by  Parliament.  It 
was  not  that  the  Members  of  the  House,  or 
individuals,  might  not  admire  that  high  sense 
of  honour,  or  of  justice,  which  might  induce 
him  to  make  their  payment  an  object  indis- 
pensable previous  to  the  resumption  of  his 
dignity ;  but  in  their  aggregate  capacity  they 
could  accede  to  no  grant  for  this  purpose, 
without  compromising  the  dignity  and  the 
consistency  of  Parliament.  Without  this  in- 
consistency the  House  could  admit  the  va- 
lidity of  no  debts  contracted  since  that  period, 
since  to  admit  them  would  be  to  cast  a 
suspicion  on  that  steadiness  of  opinion  for 
wh:ch,  throughout  his  reign,  the  Sovereign 
had  been  distinguished  ;  and  to  suppose  that 
there  were  any  debts  not  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  1795,  would  be  to  impeach  the  accu- 
racy of  the  account  then  taken  ;  but  the 
accuracy  of  the  account  continued  undisputed. 
As  to  the  debts  due  to  persons  in  foreign 
countries,  he  had  only  to  say,  that  their 
validity  had  been  already  determined  on,  and 
they  had  been  pronounced  to  be  of  a  nature 
for  which  payment  could  not  be  demanded. 
With  respect  to  all  other  claims,  he  had  to 
state  unequivocally,  that  they  were  wholly 
provided  for,  with  the  exception  of  one  debr, 
wliich  his  R.  H.  had  taken  upon  himself. 
Proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  claims 
of  the  Prince  on  the  dutchy  of  CornwaH,  he 
observed  that  he  was  not  presumptuous 
enough  to  think  that  he  possessed  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  subject  to  enable  him  to 
form  a  decisive  opinion.  This,  however,  be 
*Y  i 
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might  be  permitted  to  say,  that  they  were  j 
held  doubtful  by  some  of  the  first  law  au-  | 
thorJties  in  the  country.  The  Noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  law  department  of  this 
kingdom  had  not  yet  pronounced  a  decided 
opinion ;  but  as  often  as  he  had  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  speak  on  the  subject,  his  senti- 
ments liad  been  unfavourable.  With  regard 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Noble  Person  presiding 
over  the  law  department  in  Ireland,  he  would 
not  now  state  what  was  his  opinion :  thus 
much,  however,  he  could  say  with  safety, 
that  Gent,  who  contended  for  his  R.  H.'s 
right  were  not  entitled  to  satisfy  their  opinion 
by  the  idea  that  such  high  authority  was  on 
their  side.  Having  gone  over  these  points, 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  reverted  to  some  calcula- 
tions relative  to  the  amount  of  the  supposed 
claims  of  his  R.  H.  These  did  not  at  all  differ 
from  the  accounts  we  have  already  given  (see 
p.  i2()i  et  seq.)  in  our  detail  of  the  proceedings 
on  the  consideration  of  the  message.  In  con- 
clusion he  stated,  that  as  there  was  every  rea- 
son to  think  that  his  R.  H.  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  proposition  agreed  to  on  a  for- 
mer night,  and  as  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  might  be  productive  of  great  in- 
convenience, he  should  strenuously  resist  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Fox  expressed  great  surprise  at  hearing 
the  present  described  as  an  indirect  question. 
Of  all  the  motions  he  had  ever  heard  discussed 
in  Parliament,  the  present  appeared  to  him 
one  of  the  most  simple,  and  the  most  plainly 
deducible  from  his  Majesty's  message.  If  the 
motion  was,  i^owever,  conceived  to  be  of  this 
direct  nature,  it  had  been  attemptea  to  be  got 
rid  of  in  a  very  odd  way,  by  resorting  to  an 
expedient  vv'hich  was  confessedly  indirect,  and 
that  was  by  m.oving  the  previous  question. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke  last  had  started 
several  objections  to  the  motion.  Of  these 
objections  the  most  striking  were,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed  in  the  inquiries  which 
the  proposed  com.mittee  was  to  pursue,  or  at 
least  to  found  any  measure  on  the  Report, 
without  previously  receiving  the  recommicnda- 
tion  of  the  Crown.  To  this  objection  the 
answer  w.is  easy.  The  motion,  "in  the  first 
instance,  had  not  any  direct  connexion  with 
any  grant  for  raising  money.  It  was  besides 
to  be  considered,  that  the  general  constitu- 
tional principle  to  which  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent. 
had  referred  admitted  of  innumerable  excep- 
tions. In  every  session  it  was  almost  vmne- 
cessary  for  him  to  remind  the  House,  that  a 
variety  of  measures  were  adopted  in  conse- 
quence of  particular  motions,  which  in  their 
consequences  involved  a  grant  of  money  ;  and 
this  too  without  any  previous  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Crown.  The  present  miction 
•was  indeed  one  which  obviously  resulted  from 
the  words  of  the  message.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  quote  the  express  words,  but  they 
^pnerally  conveyed  the  idea  that  such  an  esta- 


blishment should  be  fonned  for  his  R.  H.  as* 
would  enable  him  to  resume  the  dignity  ade- 
quate to  his  illustrious  station,  •  For  this  pur- 
pose,   the  annual  sum  of  60,000/.  had  been 
proposed  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers.     A  com- 
munication from  the  Prince  had  stated  that 
this  sum  was,  in  the  present  situation  in  which 
he  was  placed,  incompetent  to  this  object ; 
and  if   Gentlemen,  on  this  ground,  thought 
the  provision  inadequate,  he  begged  leave  to 
ask  whether,  in  inquiring   into  the  cause  of 
this  incompetency,  they  were   not  following 
up  and  obeying  the  object  and  spirit  of  the 
message  ?  On  a  former  day,  60,000/.  had  been 
voted  by  the  House  for  the  re -establishment 
of  his  R.  H.'s  splendour  and  dignity.     From 
the  highest  authority  it  had  been  stated  to  the 
House   that   thisu  sum   was   inadequate,    and 
therefore  the  House  had  a  right  to  know  what 
circumstances  prevented   the    resumption    of 
that  establishment  which   was   so  much  the 
subject   of   general    desire    and    expectation. 
This,  indeed,  had  been  put  in  so  clear  a  point 
of  view  by  an  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Tierney)  un- 
der the  gallery,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for 
him  to  trespass  long  on  the  attention  of  the 
House.     In  the  message  of  his  Majesty,  the 
House   M'ere   apprized  of  his  anxious  desire 
that  his  R.  H.  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
placed  in  a  situation  to  resume  his  full  esta- 
blishment.     The    Prince    had    unequivocally 
stated,  that  certain  circumstances  operated  as 
obstacles  to   the   resumption  of  his   dignity. 
What  therefore  was  a  mor^  distinct  right,  or 
a  more  plain  duty,  than  that  the  House  should 
be  apprized  of  the  nature  of  these  obstacles  ? 
Was  it  thus  to  be  imderstood,  that  whatever 
the  nature  of  these  obstacles  were,  they  were 
immediately   to    be   removed,    and   that    the 
Prince  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  appear 
in  all  the  splendour  in  which  he  ought  to  ap- 
pear as  Heir  Apparent  to  the  British  throne  ?• 
Certainly  no  such  conclusion  was  fairly  to  be 
drawn.     All  that  was  contended  for  was  sim- 
ply, that  every  obstacle  should  be  removed,  if 
it  could  be  removed  by  the  Members  of  the 
House  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  exer- 
cise  of  their  public  duty.     If  the  obstacles 
were  of  that  natiu'e  which  could  be  removed 
without  materially  adding  to  the  burdens  of 
the  people,  he  should  certainly  feel  strongly 
inclined  to  vote  for  discharging  these  incum- 
brances, though  he  would  not  go  so  far  as  a 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  to  whose  sentiments  he  had 
particularly  alluded.     But  what  the  real  na- 
ture of  the  obstacle  was  he  had  not  the  means 
of  discovering.     A  Rt.  Hon,  Gent,  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  had  said,  that  the 
House  were  not  at  liberty  to  suppose  that  these 
obstacles  arose  froni  the  accum.ulation  of  any 
new  debts,  because  the  House  had  no  right  to 
presumic  that  the  amount  of  the  debts  of  his 
R.  H.  was  greater  than   described  in  the  ac- 
counts   prepared   by    the    Commissioners    in 
1795.     This   seemed  to  him  a  niost  strange 
kind  of  assertion,  and,  with  a  very  small  de- 
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gree  of  ingenuity,  it  appeared  easy  to  prove 
that  it  was  fundamentally  erroneous.     The 
Hon.  Gent,  was,  however,  quite  shocked  at 
the  idea.    In  1795,  the  amount  of  the  Prince's 
debts  was  calculated  at  630,000/.  and  beyond 
this  sum  no  one  is  to  venture  to  estimate  their 
extent.     The  language  of  the  Rt.  Hon,  Gent, 
was  singular.     The   House   were  now  to  be 
told  that  they  were  not  even  to  suppose  the 
existence  of  any  excess  beyond  this  estimate, 
and  this  too  at  a  time  when  the  existence  of 
such  an  excess   was  fully  ascertained.     The 
existence  of  some  difference  betwixt  the  esti- 
mate and  the  actual  amount  was  naturally  to 
be  accounted  for.     This  was  found  in  domes- 
tic economy,  even  in  the  sm.allest  establish- 
ment.    It  was  therefore  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
amount  of  the  Prince's  debts  was  ascertained, 
an  excess  to  an  amount  considerably  beyond 
the  original  estimate  should  be  found  to  exist. 
If,  tricrefore,  such  an  excess  existed,  on  the 
face  of  papers  and  documents  already  before 
the   House,   it  v/as  not  fit  that   speculation 
should  be  left  continually  at  work  on  this  sub- 
ject.    The  whole  of  the  business  ought  to  be 
fully  and  urequivocally  explained.     As  to  the 
claim.8  which  his  R.  H.  possessed  on  the  pub- 
lic, a  good  deal  had  been  advanced,  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  to  which  the  matter 
had  given   rise.     On  the  subject  of  the  right 
of  the  Prince  to  the  arrears  of  the  dutchy  of 
Cornwall,  the  House  had  heard  from  a  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer), 
that  the  preponderance  of  opinion  was  hos- 
tile to  the  right.     But  it  appeared  that  a  series 
of  continual  set-ofFs  were  the  principal  argu- 
ments against  the  right.     Was  it,  however,  to 
be   tolerated,    that   if   the   matter   had   been 
brought  to  a  fair  discussion  betwixt  the  Prince 
and  his  Royal  Father,  the  claim  of  the  expense 
of  education  might  have  been  set  up  and  suc- 
cessfully pleaded  ?    Such   a  plea  never  could 
have  proceeded  from  the  real  lovers  of  mo- 
narchy.    The  Hon.  Member  illustrated  this 
part  of  the  subject  with  his  usual  force  of  rea- 
soning and    trength  of  argument.     He  ridi- 
culed the  argument,  that  if  the  Prince's  claims 
had  been  fully  considered,  they  Vv^ould  have 
been  found  nugatory.     The  simple  statement 
of  the  case  was,  that  the  Prince  Vs^as  anxious 
for  the  prosecution   of  his  claims ;   that  the 
matter  was  nearly  brought  to  an  issue,  and  at 
that  moment  Ministers  had  consented,  by  of- 
fering a  considerable  equivalent  for  the  sus- 
pension  of  the  process,    though  they   knew 
that  the  party  to  which  this  equivalent  was 
offered,  had  not  the   slighest  chance  of  suc- 
cess in  the  prosecution  of  these  claims.     The 
conduct  of  the  Prince  on  this  occasion  formed 
a  striking  contrast  to  every  thing  like  a  disho- 
noiu'able   compromise.     Sensible   of   the   im- 
portance of  supporting  an  establishment  suit- 
able to   his  rank,  he  gratefully  received  the 
proposition  which  the  House,  in  its  liberality, 
had  adopted.    There  was,  however,  another 


consideration  not  less  important,  and  this  his 
R.  H.  had  attended  to  with  still  more  scrupu- 
lous care.  With  thankfulness  he  had  received 
the  ofrer  which  the  unsolicited  liberality  of 
Parliament  had  conferred ;  but  it  was  equally 
due  to  his  own  character,  and  to  the  character 
of  Parliament,  to  let  the  public  clearly  under- 
stand the  situation  in  which  their  liberality 
would  place  him.  He  had  cautioned  the  House 
and  the  public  against  the  indulgence  of  ex- 
pectations which  at  this  m.oment  it  was  im- 
possible to  realize.  It  was  imipossible  to  con- 
ceive any  line  of  conduct  more  calculated  to 
raise  his  R.  H.  in  the  opinion  of  every  one  ca- 
pable of  appreciating  the  excellencies  of  cha- 
racter. The  Hon.  Member,  after  dwelling  a 
good  deal  on  this  idea,  proceeded  to  state  and 
to  compare  the  various  sums  advanced-  in  be- 
half of  his  R.  H.  at  different  periods.  He 
shewed,  that  many  of  the  incumbrances  of 
his  R.  H.  were  the  effect  of  unavoidable 
causes,  and  were  the  natural  result  of  circum- 
stances peculiar  to  his  situation.  At  this  pe- 
riod, when  it  was  professedly  the  intention  of 
Parliament  to  ensure  the  comfort  "nd  support 
the  dignity  of  his  R.  H.  according  to  th$ 
terms  of  his  Majesty's  message,  it  was  cssen-^ 
tial  that  he  should  be  fairly  and  honourably 
dealt  with.  If  he  was  to  be  placed  in  that 
fair  and  unembarrassed  situation  every  loyal 
individual  so  anxiously  desired,  it  was  but  art 
act  of  common  justice  that  the  nature  of  the 
obstacles  which  obstructed  this  most  desirable 
arrangement  should  be  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained. He  saw  no  better  way  of  ascertain- 
ing their  nature,  than  by  the  committee  which 
had  been  proposed,  and  therefore  it  had  his  de- 
cided support. 

Colonel  Grosvenor  warmly  supported  the 
motion,  and  earnestly  hoped  that  something 
might  immediately  be  done  to  enable  his  R.  H. 
to  resume  that  kind  of  establishment  in  whicR 
his  birth,  and  the  nature  of  the  constitution, 
required  him  to  be  placed. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynne  was  of  opinion,  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  transaction  his 
R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  extremely 
ill  used.  He  anxiously  hoped  that  the  Hon. 
Gent,  who  brought  forward  the  present  mo» 
tion  woidd  exert  his  best  endeavours  to  ac- 
complish the  object  which  it  had  i  1  view. 
The  plan  proposed  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  must,  in  his  mind, 
prove  inadequate  to  place  his  R.H.  in  that  situa- 
tion in  which  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish 
of  the  House  and  of  the  nation  that  he  should 
be  placed  ;  for  it  should  be  recollected  that 
the  style  and  splendour  of  a  Prince  of  Wales's 
establishment  should  be  suitable  to  the  dignity 
and  grandeur  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Lord  Stanley  rose  merely  to  put  a  ques- 
tion. Whether  all  the  measures  which  were 
now  brought  forward  by  Ministers)  respecting 
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the  affairs  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  liad  re- 
ceived the  complete  approbation  of  his  R.  H.  ? 
He,  for  one,  understood  it  to  be  otherwise, 
or,  at  least,  that  some  alteration,  dilTerent 
from  what  he  expected,  had  taken  place  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  communication  re- 
specting his  situation  had  been  made  to  the 
House. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  de- 
clared that  no  alteration  whatever,  of  a  ma- 
terial nature,  had  been  made  in  the  statement 
which  his  R.  H.  had  approved  of.  The  only- 
omission,  if  any  occurred,  was  of  some  ex- 
pressions contained  in  the  communication  of 
1783,  which  were  omitted  because  inferences 
might  now  be  drawn  from  them,  for  which  the 
pvesent  case  left  no  room. 

Mr.  Erskine  observed,  in  explanation,  that 
he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  tendency  of 
the  Hon.  Gent.'s  motion,  until  it  was  stated 
to  the  House.  The  object  of  the  m.otion 
seemed  to  him  to  be,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  the  sum 
which  may  be  requisite  to  enable  his  R.  H.  to 
resume  his  household,  and  to  ofFer  that  sum 
to  his  Majesty,  in  order  that  his  Majesty  might 
accomphsh  his  wishes  respecting  the  renewed 
establishment  of  his  R.  H.  Upon  this  ques- 
tion he  should  give  his  vote  as  an  independent 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  not  as  any  way 
influenced  by  the  situation  which  he  held  un- 
der his  R.  H.  Much  had  been  said  about  the 
opinion  of  our  legal  authorities  respecting  the 
claims  of  the  Prince  to  the  revenues  of  the 
dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  his  minority.  It 
happened  that  he  was  never  absent,  except 
once,  when  that  question  was  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House;  but  he  might  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  no  one  professional  Gentle- 
man had  given  a  decided  opinion  against  the 
title  of  his  R.  H.  to  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy 
of  Cornwall  •,  not  even  the  Learned  Lord  who 
now  so  ably  presides  in  his  Majesty's  court  of 
law.  But  all  these  opinions,  to  wliatcver  side 
they  might  incline,  were  wholly  foreign  to  the 
present 'f.iuestion.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
House  should  enable  his  Majesty  to  fuKil  his 
paternal  and  Royal  intentions  respecting  his 
son's  situation;  and  that  if  the  specific  sum 
proposed  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  his  R.  H. 
to  support  and  maintain  his  due  dignity,  the 
House  should  come  forward  and  offer  liis  Ma- 
jesty the  further  means  of  accomplishing  an 
object  which  his  Majesty,  the  Houbc,  and  the 
jiation,  seemed  equally  to  have  at  heart. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  he  was  not  disinclined 
to  vote  for  the  motion  ;  but  in  voting  for  it, 
he  did  not  intend  to  pledge  himself  to  concur 
In  the  recommendation  which  might  be  sug- 
gested by  the  committee.  His  opinion  might 
in  a  great  measure  depend  upon  the  circum- 
8taiices  which  the  report  of  that  committee 
Blight  disclose,    /^s  to  the  question  itself. 


whatever  might  be  the  opinion  entertained  by 
some  Gentlemen,  he  could  not  help  consider- 
ing the  Prince  as  completely  passive  in  it. 
The  proposal  did  not  come  from  the  Prince, 
but  originated  in  the  advice  of  Ministers, 
Whether,  therefore,  the  application  was  ill 
timed  or  not,  or  whether  it  was  consistent 
with  the  regulation  of  1795,  he  should  not 
now  consider:  he  was  desirous  that  a  vote 
should  be  given  on  the  present  question,  with- 
out looking  backwards  or  forwards,  but  merely 
to  the  present  question  itself.  The  Rt.  Hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  proposed 
a  certain  sum>  namely,  an  addition  of  60,000/. 
or  73,000/.  to  the  income  of  his  R.  H.  That 
sum  is  found  inadequate  to  fulfil  the  object 
for  which  it  was  proposed,  and  here  his  doubts 
began  ;  for  he  felt  anxious  to  know  what  was 
the  precise  object  to  be  obtained,  and  what 
was  the  amount  of  the  sum  requisite  for  its 
accompli tihment.  On  this  point  he  was  not 
prepared  to  deliver  an  opinion  ;  but  when  he 
was  informed  of  the  sum  to  be  proposed,  and 
of  the  object  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied, 
then  he  might  be  able  to  say  whether  the  ob- 
ject was  worth  that  sum  or  not.  All  he  now 
knew  was,  that  the  sum  proposed  was  inade- 
quate to  the  attainment  of  the  object  the  ac- 
complishment of  which  the  House  had  in  view. 
But  until  the  precise  amount  of  that  sum  was 
ascertained,  he  should  not  pledge  himself  to 
any  particular  nieasure. 

Mr.  Fuller,  in  explanation,  very  warmly 
espoused  the  motion,  and  assured  the  House 
that  nothing  should  deter  him  from  giving  it 
his  most  decided  support. 

Mr.  GoLDiNG  expressed  his  conviction, 
that  every  means  should  be  afforded  to  his 
R.  H.  to  resume,  as  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
splendour  and  dignity  suitable  to  his  birth 
and  rank, 

Mr.  Shkridan,  after  the  manner  in  which 
this  question  had  been  deprecated,  and  the 
manifest  indisposition  that  had  been  shewn 
on  the  other  side  to  enter  into  it,  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  assure  the  House  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  detain  them  long.  Un- 
questionably if  a  division  were  to  take  place, 
he  should  vote  for  the  original  motion  ;  but 
so  little  real  difference  of  opinion  did  he  see, 
that  he  could  have  no  apprehension  of  coming 
to  a  division.  There  was  but  one  object  pro- 
fessed on  both  sides,  and  he  was  sure  the  man- 
ner of  attaining  that  object,  though  it  might, 
in  the  first  instance,  strike  Gentlemen  dif- 
ferently, would  not  ultimately  be  a  cause  of 
dissension.  From  the  tardiness  of  the  Rt, 
Hon.  Gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer), 
and  those  about  him,  to  reply  to  the  argu- 
ments of  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox),  he  had 
reason  to  conclude  that  they  w-ere  ready  to 
do  that  justice  to  his  R.  H.  to  which  he  is  un- 
doaUcdly  entitled.    His  11.  H.  upon  tlie.gra* 
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cious  intention  conceived  by  his  Majesty,  and 
communicated  to  the  House  by  his  Majesty's 
message,  with  the  advice  of  his  law  officers, 
adopted  the  resolution  of  abandoning  his 
claims  to  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall.  There 
was  no  doubt  but  his  R.  H.'s  advisers,  as  well 
as  the  one  who  had  a  seat  in  that  House  (Mr. 
Erskine),  as  the,  one  who  had  not  (Mr.  Adam), 
had  given  his  R.  H.  the  advice  most  consistent 
With  his  dignity.  But  it  was  not  lor  the  House 
to  consider  that  he  did  not  go  on  the  autho- 
rity of  private  communications  ;  he  was  bound 
as  a  Member  of  Parliament  not  to  do  so.  Was 
there  any  reason  to  believe  that  his  R.  H.  was 
indiftcrent  to  the  restoration  of  his  rank  and 
state,  or  to  the  restoration  to  the  same  rank 
of  that  family  which  had  shared  in  his  obscu- 
rity ?  Let  Gentlemen  look  to  the  communica- 
tion made  by  his  R.  H.  and  they  would  there 
find  it  acknowledged  that  he  was  not  indif- 
ferent. This  was  not  information  from  pri- 
vate authority :  the  House  had  it  from  his  R. 
H.  himself;  they  had  it  on  the  face  of  their 
journals.  All  opinions  were  therefore  agreed 
as  to  the  object  that  was  to  be  attained.  His 
Hon.  Friend,  if  the  form  of  his  motion  pro- 
duced any  difficulty,  would,  he  was  sure,  not 
hesitate  to  change  it  to  the  shape  that  would 
be  the  least  exceptionable.  Let  it  be  said  that 
the  House  would  consider  of  it.  The  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
had  said  his  R.  H.  was  in  a  situation  in  which 
it  was  not  to  be  endured  that  he  should  con- 
tinue one  hour  longer;  that  he  was  in  a  situa- 
tion in  which  he  could  not  have  that  inter- 
change of  hospitality  with  the  noble  families 
of  the  country,  which  it  was  most  material 
that  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown  should 
keep  up;  that  he  could  not  promote  the  arts, 
patronzie  talent,  or  contribute  to  the  advance- 
ment of  those  various  laudable  institutions  for 
which  the  present  time  was  so  remarkable. 
The  House  appeared  to  feel  as  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  did;  but  now,  as  something  more  was 
required  to  accomplish  the  object,  was  the 
feeling  of  the  House  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent. 
to  be  altered  ?  We  were  told  that  those  things 
must  be  endured  for  which  there  was  no  re- 
medy; but  if  there  was  a  remedy,  why  should 
a  great  and  confessed  evil  be  longer  endured  f 
His  attention  to  this  subject  had  lately  led  him 
to  look  over  what  had  been  done  in  it  in  for- 
mer times.  He  had  found  in  the  former  de- 
bates a  great  deal  of  asperity,  wiiich  he  was 
«orry  to  find  mingled  with  such  a  discussion. 
He  was  pleased  to  find  that  nothing  of  tiiat 
kind  had  entered  into  the  present  discussion, 
with  the  exception  of  one  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr. 
Johnstone),  whose  accuracy  in  figures  had 
been  complimented  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  though  that  accuracy  had  com- 
menced in  miscalculation,  and  ended  in  false 
inference.  That  Hon.  Gent,  declared  himself 
sorry  that  a  compromise  had  taken  place :  he, 
on  the  contrary,  rejoiced  at  it,  because  much 
disagreeable  consequence  rrught  result  from 


the  prosecution  of  the  suit,  and  the  legal  ad- 
visers of  his  R.  H.  who  would  give  no  advice 
inconsistent  v/ith  his  honour.  TliC  Hon.  Gent, 
conceived  it  an  insult  to  the  public  to  suppose 
that  there  is  any  balance  due  to  his  R.  ri.  oa 
the  arrears.  He  was  as  little  inclined  to  insult 
the  public  as  the  Hon.  Gent. ;  but  he  could 
not  conceive  the  public  so  irritable  as  to  fly 
into  a  rage  at  being  called  on  to  enter  into  an 
account  on  a  matter  in  which  the  best  informed 
persons  v;ere  of  opinion  that  there  was  a  large 
balance  against  it.  He  gave  the  public  credit 
for  more  justice  and  less  irritability  than  th^ 
Hon.  Gent.  The  indelicacy  of  entering  into 
such  an  account  had  also  been  mentioned. 
He  knew  of  no  indelicacy  in  it,  except,  in- 
deed, in  the  set-ofFs  which  Gentlemen  made 
against  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy.  Was  the 
Prince  to  be  told  by  his  Royal  Father,  "  It  is 
true,  I  owe  you  a  large  arrear  accumulated 
during  your  minority,  but  I  have  to  deduct 
the  expenses  of  your  nursing  and  education  : 
there  is  so  much  for  your  cradle,  and  so 
much  for  your  coral,  and  so  much  for  your 
pap,  and  so  much  for  your -books  ?"  The 
v^'hole  of  the  indelicacy  was  in  this  :  the  Prince 
of  Wales  had  shared  the  same  education  and 
the  same  maintenance  whicii  had  beeu  enjoye4 
by  the  Duke  of  York.  They  were  both  main- 
tained out  of  the  Queen's  privy  purse,  and  it 
was  on  the  occasion  of  that  maintenance  that 
Parliament  had  made  so  large  and  liberal  a 
grant  for  her  Majesty's  service.  The  Hon, 
Cient.  (Mr.  Johnstone)  said,  that  the  settle- 
ment made  in  1795  ought  not  to  be  charnrcd, 
and  that  there  was  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  continued  in  1803.  That  may  be  a 
good  argument,  but  it  came  rather  too  late  ; 
it  ought  to  have  been  advanced  last  wttrk, 
when  the  original  grant  on  his  Majesty's  mes- 
sage was  proposed.  The  Hon.  Gent,  held  his 
tongue  then ;  and  now,  when  his  Majesty's 
message  had  recommended  the  object  to  the 
House,  v.'hen  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  stated  that  the  object  was  so  import- 
ant and  so  desirable  as  to  admit  of  no  delay, 
when  the  House  assented  to  the  principle, 
and  seemed  to  feel  no  other  objection  to  the 
measure  proposed  on  it,  than  that  it  did  not 
go  far  enough,  the  Hon.  Gent,  came  out  with 
this  argument,  which  went  against  the  bill 
brought  in  on  the  resolution  of  the  House  in 
every  stage.  The  Hon.  Gent,  adduced  a  cu-? 
rious  reason  for  not  doing  more  now  than  was 
done  in  1795.  He  said  it  was  particularly  ne- 
cessaiy  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  should  keep 
up  a  greater  state  than  in  1795,  and  have  more 
trappings  and  Lords  of  the  Ikdchamber,  &c. 
because  there  was  then  a  great  number  of  Ja- 
cobins in  the  country.  Thus,  Sir,  said  Mr.  S. 
though  we  did  not  know  it  before,  and  I  am 
afraid  the  doctrine  will  not  find  many  adhe- 
rents am.ong  us  even  now,  the  Jacobins. are 
the  greatest  supporters  cf  the  splendour  pf 
the  Royal  Family;  and  as  we  are  told  in  tha 
fable  of  the  two  owls  ptrcheJ  on  a  ruin,  .\vh<?- 
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said  to  each  other  when  the  tyrant  who  caused 
the  devastation  passed  by,  "  Long  live  King 
Mabsand,  for  wliile  he  reigns  vre  shail  have 
plenty  oi^  ruined  villages ;"  so  our  Royal  Fa- 
mily should  say,  "  Heaven  send  us  plenty  of 
Jacobins,  for  they  are  the  best  support  of  our 
rank,  and  state,  and  dignity."  An  Hon.  Gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Cart\\  right),  and  the  woithy 
Baronet  near  him  (Sir  Robert  Buxton),  said 
that  trappings  were  of  no  importance,  that 
virtue  was  every  thing,  and  they  deprecated 
the  assumption  of  rank  and  state  accordingly. 
He  had  no  objection  to  this  doctrine,  if  the 
system  so  early  established,  so  invariably 
maintained,  and  handed  ^lown  to  us  by  our 
ancestors,  w-as  proved  to  be  foolish.  But  let 
the  rule  be  general,  let  not  the  splendour  of 
one  be  curtailed,  while  that  of  another  is  ex- 
tended. If,  as  a  great  man  in  this  country  (the 
late  Earl  of  Chatham)  had  said,  "  Every  fea- 
ther of  the  royal  bird  aids  his  flight,"  though 
he  should  not  go  to  the  length  that  Noble 
Lord  did,  in  saying,  "  that  when  they  droop- 
ed, or  were  shed,  the  bird  would  fall  to  the 
ground ;"  yet  all  should  be  cautiously  pre- 
served. In  order  to  bring  this  contending 
system  home  to  Gentlemen's  minds,  let  it  be 
applied  to  the  House — let  it  be  supposed  that 
the  Speaker  possessed  sufficient  dignity,  and 
commanded  sufficient  respect  by  those  virtues 
which  it  was  acknowledged  he  possessed ;  let 
the  chair  be  removed ;  let  the  other  badges  be 
stripped  off;  let  that  bauble  (the  mace)  be 
taken  away  ;  let  the  fine  house  that  was  build- 
ing for  him,  in  which  he  hoped  he  would 
soon  entertain  the  Members  with  his  accus- 
tomed hospitality  and  splendour,  be  demo- 
lished ;  let  the  state  coach  be  laid  down,  and 
instead  of  proceeding  in  it  to  St.  James's,  at- 
tended by  a  grand  procession  of  Members  in 
their  private  coaches,  let  him  go  on  foot  with 
the  addresses,  covered  with  a  warm  surtout, 
and  honoured  with  the  privilege  of  an  um- 
brella in  case  of  rain — (Loud  bursts  of  laugh- 
ter.) Let  the  Judges  be  conducted  by  no 
sheriffs,  or  sheriffs'  attendants,  to  the  assize 
towns ;  let  the  Chief  Justice  go  down  in  the 
mail  coach,  and  the  puisne  Judges  content 
themselves  with  travelling  as  outside  passen- 
gers.— (A  loud  laugh.)  Let  the  Lord  Mayor, 
instead  of  coming  to  Westminster  Hall  in  the 
state  barge,  accompanied  by  the  several  com- 
panies in  their  state  barges,  let  him  come  in  a 
plain  wherry,  without  any  attendants ;  and  in- 
stead of  going  back  to  feast  on  turtle  at  Guild- 
hall, with  the  great  officers  of  state,  and  fo- 
reign ambassadors,  let  him  content  himself 
with  stopping  on  his  way  back,  and  taking  a 
beef-steak  at  Dolly's  chop-house. — (Loud 
laughing-)  It  was  not  easy  to  have  done  with 
citing  instances  in  which  the  abridgment  of 
their  happiness,  which  foreigners  admire,  but 
which,  according  to  these  Gentlemen,  are  not 
quite  simple  and  imnecessary  in  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  may  be  effected  with  great  saving  to 
the  public.    The  Prince  of  Wales  was  not  in- 


I  difTerent  to  the  resumption  of  his  rank ;  he 
should  be  sorry  he  was,  as  he  should  not  then 
1  have  the  high   opinion  of  him  that  he  had. 
j  The  House  m.ay  therefore  well  go  a  step  be- 
j  ycnd  Ministers.     It  was  no  consideration  that 
I  Ministers  had  done  what  they  had,  nor  even 
I  that  the   Prince  had  abandoned  his  claims  on 
I  the  revenues  of  Cornwall  in  consequence.   Let 
;  the  House  make  its  grant  for  the  attainment 
j  of  the  object  desired  without  reference  to  any 
(  of  these  things.     The  debts  contracted  since 
j  1795  might,  it  was  true,  be  brought  forward 
!  as  debts  which  the  Prince  of  Wales  ought  to 
I  acknowledge,  but  which  he  should  be  sorry  to 
make  known.   There  would  be  that  difference 
I  between  money  voted   for  these   debts,   and 
that  voted  on  former  occasions,  that  no  per- 
:  son  would  claim  it. — (A  laugh.)     There  was 
the  Landgrave's  debt  also,  unless  it  could  be 
supposed  that  he,  like  tliose   creditors,  con- 
{  trary  to  law,  would  fly  from  payment,  except 
I  it  v/as   clandestine. — (A   laugh.)      It    surely 
i  would  have  been  much  better  for  the  Commis- 
'•  sioners,  in  the  first  instance,  to  have  come  to 
i  Parliament  for  an  additional  grant,  when  the 
original   sum   was   found   insufficient,    rather 
than  strike  off  ten  per  cent,  indiscriminately. 
It  could  hardly  be  surprising  that  his  R.  H. 
should  now  wish  to  make  amends  for  their 
inconsiderate  deduction.     He  would  hardly  be 
suspected  of  having   any   interested  view   in 
supporting    this    motion ;    and    certainly    he 
would  not  be  suspected  by  those  who  recollect 
the  declaration  he  made  at  that  time.     But  he 
thought  it  a  weak  thing,  that  after  we  had 
voted  away   250,000,000/.  for  the  support  of 
the  thrones  of  Europe,  an  object  in  which  we 
failed,  we  should  not  give  100,000/.  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  of  our  own,  an  object  which 
we  could  not  fail  to  accomplish. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  contended,  that  what- 
ever might  be  the  interpretation  put  upon  the 
conduct  of  Ministers  on  the  present  occasion, 
it  would  evidently  appear  that  it  was  actuated 
by  no  other  motive  but  a  strict  regard  to  the 
duty  which  they  owed  to  his  Majesty,  to  the 
Prince,  and  to  the  public  ;  and  that  if  they 
did  not  concur  in  the  present  motion,  it  was 
because  they  did  not  imagine  it  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  accomplish  the  object  which  the 
House  had  in  view.  But  these  were  not  the 
points  to  which  he  was  more  particularly  de- 
sirous to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  His 
object  in  rising  was  to  observe  on  the  manner 
in  which  eome  Gentlemen  seemed  to  misun- 
derstand his  Majesty's  message  relative  to  the 
present  question.  There  was  nothing  in  that 
message  that  went  to  shew,  that  upon  the  sum 
of  600,000/.  being  granted  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  his  R.  H.  would  be  obliged,  on  the 
payment  of  that  sum,  immediately  to  resume 
his  household,  and  the  state  and  splendour 
that  should  accompany  it.  The  words  of  the 
message  warranted  no  such  meaning :  the  mes- 
sage merely  said,  "  That  his  Majesty  havinl" 
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taken  into  consideration  the  period  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  those  airange- 
ineiits  which  were  deemed  by  the  wisdom  of 
Parliament  to  be  necessary  for  the  discharge  of 
the  incumbrances  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  <?cc. 
Sec.  recommends  the  present  situation  of  the 
Prince  to  the  attention  of  the  House." — And 
again,  that  "  Notwithstanding  the  reluctance 
■and  regret  which  his  Majesty  must  feel  in  sug- 
gesting any  addition  to  the  burdens  of  his 
people,  he  is  induced  to  resort,  in  this  in- 
stance, to  the  experienced  liberality  and  at- 
tachment of  his  faithful  Commons,  in  the  per- 
suasion that  they  will  be  disposed  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  calculated  to  promote  the 
comfort  aud  support  the  dignity  of  his  R.  H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales."  Now,  in  conformity 
to  this  Royal  recommendation,  Parliament 
liad  agreed  to  grant  his  R.  H.  the  sum  of  about 
70,000/.  tu  relieve  him  from  his  difilculties, 
and  to  promote  his  coiifort ;  but  notiiing  ap- 
peared either  in  the  message,  or  the  proceed- 
ings of  Parliament  upon  it,  which  made  it  a 
necessary  consequence  that  the  Prince  should 
immediately  resume  his  household.  The  No- 
ble Lord  then  went  into  a  defence  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Pitt),  and  adopted  by  Parliament  in  1795, 
and  contended  that  the  present  measure  was 
grounded  on  the  same  principle.  It  was  true, 
indeed,  that  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Ad- 
dingtnn)  was  now  desirous  that  his  R.  H. 
should  be  restored  to  the  situation  in  which 
he  stood  previous  to  the  arrangement  in  1795  ; 
but  with  all  the  respect  which  was  due  to  the 
feelings  of  his  R.  H  (feelings  for  which  the 
House  must  entertain  but  one  sense),  yet  was 
the  House  prepared  to  take  cognizance  of 
debts,  with  the  nature  of  which  the  House 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted  ?  or 
rather,  on  the  contrary,  would  not  their  wis- 
dom dictate  to  them  that  they  should  not  open 
any  new  account  of  any  debts  whatever  ?  and 
in  that  opinion  they  surely  would  not  press 
upon  his  R.  H.  the  necessity  of  resuming  his 
household,  until  these  debts,  which  he  felt  to 
weigh  upon  his  honour  and  justice,  were  fully 
discharged.  This  was  the  spirit  and  tendency 
<jf  the  measure  now  proposed  by  his  Rt.  Hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Addington)  for  the  alleviation  of 
the  incumbrances  under  which  his  R.  H.  la- 
boured; and  he  trusted  the  prudence  of  the 
House  would  direct  them  to  adhere  to  the  set- 
tlement of  1795,  and  not  to  open  any  new 
account  for  debts,  of  the  nature  of  which  they 
could  not  judge  as  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  which  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  ho- 
nour and  prudence  of  his  R.  H. 

Sir  John  Wrottesley  declared,  that  after 
the  most  minute  consideration  he  could  be- 
stow on  the  merits  of  the  motion,  he  could 
not  support  it  unless  some  farther  proofs  were 
adduced  to  satisfy  his  mind.  There  appeared 
to  him  an  ambiguity  about  the  whole  of  the 
business  which  called   for    txplanation.     In 
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whatever  way  he  looked  at  it,  he  saw  much 
subject  for  regret;  and  he  was  firmly  con- 
vinced that  another  system  should  be  adopted 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  his  R.  H.'s  cha- 
racter, and  the  justice  due  to  his  claims. 
When  it  was  contended  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure,  that  both  his  Majesty's  Ministers  and 
the  Prince's  servants  were  perfectly  of  the 
same  opinion,  he  begged  leave  to  say,  that 
their  agreement  was  not  a  satisfactory  ground 
to  induce  the  House  to  vote  witii  them.  _  He 
thought  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  previous 
question,  and  felt  no  difliculiy  in  declaring  that- 
a  further  inquiry  into  a  subject  of  so  much 
importance  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  sakl,  that  he  thought 
not  only  a  great  ambiguity,  but  a  great  con- 
tradiction (if  he  might  be  allowed  to  use  the 
expression),  existed  in  what  had  been  said. 
It  was  his  wish  that  an  inquiry  might  be  g:one 
into.  When  Gentlemen  talked  of  the  Prince 
living  in  a  proper  style,  they  meant,  of  course, 
that  he  should  live  as  became  the  Heir  Appa- 
rent to  the  Crown.  A  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  net 
now  in  his  place,  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
moved  that  the  income  of  his  R.  H.  should  be 
125^000/.  a  year.  He  had  also,  at  the  same 
time,  moved,  that  60,000/.  a  year  should  be 
applied  to  another  purpose.  For  his  own  part, 
he  thought  that  the  true  dignity  and  true  com- 
fort of  his  R.  H.  were  inseparable.  The  Hon. 
Gent,  concluded  by  stating,  that  it  was  better 
to  examine  the  question  as  it  really  stood.  He 
was  against  the  previous  question. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  there  were 
two  grounds  of  objection  to  the  inquiry  :  iirst, 
that  it  would  be  indelicate,  because  no  dis- 
tinct grounds  had  been  stated  from  the  Prince. 
The  second  was,  that  it  was  receding  from 
the  principle  laid  down  by  Parliam.ent.  His 
Lordship  concluded  by  paying  some  very  warm 
compliments  to  his  R.  H. 

The  question  was  very  loudly  called  for. 
The  House  now  divided. — For  the  previous 
question  184 — Against  it  139. — Majority  45. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  Mar.  7. — fSte  Mi/attes,  p.  403.) 

[I'p.isH  REVENUE.] — Mr.CoRRY  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Irish  custom-duty  bill. 

Colonel  Bagwell  said,  he  was  in  general 

satisfied  with  the  explanations  which  he   had 

received  from  the   Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  upon  the 

-  -"Vit  of  these  duties.;  but  still  there  were 

••^  >'nts  upon  which  he  required  some 


further  information,  particularly  with  respect 
to  the  schedule  of  duties:  he  wished  to  know 
whether  they  were  the  same  as  they  were  the 
last  year  ? 

Mr.  CoRRY  said,  he  was  always  happy  to 
give  any  Hon.  Member  the  fullest  information 
in  his  power.  Upon  a  former  occasion,  he 
had  stated  to  the  House  the  differences  which 
subsisted  between  the  duties  contained  in  the 
present  schedule,  and  in  that  of  last  year. 
One  of  the  alterations  which  it  contained 
arose  from  a  wish,  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment, to  afford  every  possible  facility  and  ac- 
commodation to  the  merchants.  He  stated^ 
that  some  of  the  late  duties  were  what  were 
termed  ad  'valorem  duties,  the  others  were 
rated  duties ;  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that  merchants  were  obliged  to  make  two  en- 
tries of  the  articles  they  imported — that  is  to 
say,  an  entry  according  to  the  rate  for  the  old 
duties,  and  according  to  the  value  for  the 
new  ones.  Now,  it  was  proposed  in  the  pre- 
sent bill  to  convert  the  atf  I'aloretn  duty  into  a 
rated  duty  for  the  convenience  of  merchants, 
who  would  now  only  have  to  make  one  entry. 
With  respect  to  the  duties  upon  drugs,  they 
were  in  some  instances  raised,  and  in  others 
reduced ;  and  in  cases  where  there  were  frac- 
tions of  a  penny,  they  were  generally  raised 
to  the  integral  sum.  \Vith  regard  to  the  du- 
ties on  licenses,  they  were,  as  he  had  before 
stated,  in  some  instances  raised.  These  were 
the  principal  alterations  which  were  contained 
in  the  schedule ;  but  he  could  not  sit  down 
without  expressing  his  thanks  to  the  officers 
employed  in  this  business,  for  the  exertions 
they  had  made  on  this  occasion. 

Colonel  Bagwell  thanked  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  for  the  explanation  he  had  given,  but 
said  it  was  not  altogether  satisfactory:  he 
v/ishs:d  to  know  what  were  the  additional  du- 
ties that  were  laid  on.  He  understood  that 
there  was  a  great  increase  in  the  duty  upon  the 
distilleries. 

Mr.  CoRRY  said,  that  the  duty  upon  th? 
iii>ense8  for  rectifying  spirits  v/as  in  some  in- 
stances raised  from  2/.  los.  to  5/. 

Colonel  Bagwell  said,  he  was  then  justi» 
fied  in  asking  for  further  time  to  consider  this 
subject,  because  it  appeared  that  some  of  the 
duties  were  doubled.  The  distilleries  of  L'e- 
land  were  carried  on  to  a  very  great  exient, 
and  were  in  very  great  perfection,  particularly 
about  the  city  of  Cork,  v.-here  they  made 
brandy,  rum,  and  even  liqueurs,  so  as  scarcely 
to  be  distinguished  from  those  which  were 
impoi-ted.  The  distilleries  of  Ireland  were 
therefore  a  very  material  object.  But  there 
was  another  subject  upon  which  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words,  and  that  wa>  with  regard  to 
the  tax  on  windows.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had 
stated,  that  the  regulations  for  the  collection 
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of  that  duty  were  merely  to  subsist  during 
the  war,  and  that  they  were  of  course  no 
longer  in  force.  He  had  looked  diligently  over 
the  different  acts  of  Parliament  enacting  this 
duty,  and  he  found  that  they  had  been  regu- 
larly continued  in  all  the  acts,  and  therefore 
he  conceived  that  they  were  now  in  force. 

Mr.  CoRRY,  in  reply,  stated,  that  the  re- 
gulation to  which  he  alluded  certainly  was  not 
n  iw  in  force.  When  the  duty  was  first  laid 
on,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  propose  this 
clause  for  the  collecting  of  the  tax,  because  it 
was  the  avowed  pur;jose  of  the  discontented 
people  in  Ireland  to  adopt  every  means  in 
their  power  to  injure  the  revenue  ;  but  the 
clause  containing  these  regulations  stated,  that 
it  should  continue  in  force  for  three  years, 
provided  the  war  should  continue  so  long. 
The  Hon.  Gent,  might  therefore  make  himself 
perfectly  easy  upon  this  subject;  but  at  all 
events,  this  bill  had  no  reference  to  the  mode 
of  collecting  the  duties ;  that  would  be  the 
subject  of  other  bills,  and  when  they  were 
introduced,  the  fullest  time  would  be  given  for 
examination. 


[Establishment  of  the  prince  or 
WALES.] — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  annuity  bill. 

Mr.  KiNNAiRD  said,  he  wished,  before  the 
bill  passed,  to  make  a  few  observations ;  not 
that  he  wished  to  oppose  the  bill,  for  such 
were  the  sentiments  he  felt  for  the  Royal  per- 
sonage to  whom  it  related,  that  he  wished  it 
to  pass  with  the  greatest  dispatch.  He  enter- 
tained an  opinion  upon  this  subject,  he  be- 
lieved, in  common  with  many  Gentlemen  in 
that  House,  and  with  many  persons  in  the 
country,  that  the  Minister,  in  bringing  down 
the  message,  and  in  bringing  in  this  bill,  had 
made  a  very  advantageous  bargain  for  the 
country.  But  though  that  House  ought  cer- 
tainly to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, they  were  also  the  protectors  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  rose 
now  for  the  purpose  of  stating,  that  although 
he  voted  for  this  bill,  it  was  with  a  protest 
that  he  considered  it  as  not  doing  above  one 
half  of  what  they  were  pledged  to  do  by  the 
answer  which  they  had  returned  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's message.  He  therefore  protested  against 
this  bill  being  considered  as  a  definitive  ar- 
rangement upon  the  subject,  because  it  did 
not  satisfy  the  intentions  of  his  Maiesty,  or  of 
the  Prince.  He  wished  to  explain  what  he 
meant  by  using  that  expression.  The  object 
of  the  message  was,  that  such  measures  should 
be  adopted  as  would  promote  the  comfort  and 
support  the  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Now  this  bill,  though  it  would  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  comfort,  certainly  would  not  sup- 
port the  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.     It 


would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  more  candid, 
if,  when  the  Minister  brought  down  the  mes- 
sage, he  had  stated  what  the  m.essage  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  had  communicated  to  the 
House,  viz.  tiiat  the  measure  now  proposed 
would  not  enable  his  R.  H.  to  resurv.  hio  dig- 
nity:  he  protested,  therefore,  agrTinst  the  bill, 
as  not  being  a  s;i!licient  answer  to  his  Majesty's 
message.  V/lien  he  said  the  Prince  was  not 
satisfied  wi'h  this  measure,  he  did  not  allude 
to  the  personnl  feelings  of  his  R.  H.  He  ineant 
that  the  friends  of  the  Prince,  that  the  public, 
were  not  satisfied  with  it.  After  the  example 
of  economy  which  the  public  had  observed  on 
the  part  of  the  Prince,  he  was  sur.;  they  would 
feel  gratified  in  seeing  him  restored  to  his 
proper  dignity  and  splendour.  He  conceived 
that  the  public  feeling  was  not  satisfied,  and 
that  they  called  for  something  more  than  was 
proposed  in  the  present  bill.  Upon  these 
grounds  he  contended  that  the  present  bill  was 
not  sufficient,  and  therefore  he  laid  in  his 
claims  not  to  be  considered,  when  he  voted 
for  this  bill,  as  precluding  himself  from  voting 
for  any  further  measure  that  might  be  brought 
forward. 

Sir  William  Dolben  begged  leave,  be- 
fore the  bill  passed,  to  submit  to  the  House  a 
motion  which  he  intended  to  have  made  on 
Friday  last,  if  the  House  had  not  adjourned 
so  suddenly.  He  wished  to  suggest  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  whether,  when 
they  were  making  this  provision  for  the  Prince 
of  Wales  (of  which  he  highly  approved),  they 
ought  not  to  come  to  a  resolution,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  would  tend  most  essentially  to 
support  the  dignity  and  comfort  of  his  R.  H. 
He  was  sure  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  never 
enjoy  the  outward  splendour  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  restore  him  to,  with  that  real  and 
true  comfort  which  he  ought  to  do,  unless 
his  Royal  consort  had  some  share  in  that  mark 
of  attachment  which  the  House  was  now  about 
to  shew  to  his  R.  H.  He  conceived  there 
could  be  nothing  improper  in  this  proposition, 
because  his  R.  H.  had  expressed  himself  ready 
to  submit  himself  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament, 
and  had,  with  that  noble  ingenuousness  which 
always  marked  his  conduct,  declared  that  he 
could  not  at  present  resume  his  dignity.  The 
object  of  the  motion  which  Sir  William  said 
he  should  submit  to  the  House  would  be,  to 
appropriate  a  small  part  of  the  annuity  of 
60,000/.  a  year,  which  it  was  proposed  by  this 
bill  to  grant  to  his  R.  H  for  the  better  esta- 
blishment of  her  R.  H.  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
His  R.  H.  had  supported  his  retirement  from 
the  proper  dignity  of  his  situation,  in  a  man- 
ner that  entitled  him  to  general  admiration  ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  Royal  personage  would 
think  that  one  of  the  first  calls  upon  his  ho- 
nour would  be,  to  take  care  that  the  Princess 
should  have  some  share  in  the  bounty  of  that 
House.  She  had  also  supported  her  retire- 
ment with  the  greatest  dignity,  and  therefyre 
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v/as  fully  entitled  to  that  mark  of  respect  and 
attachment  which  he  now  proposed  to  shew. 
In  doing  so,  he  was  sure  they  would  do  that 
which  would  be  agreeable  to  his  Majesty; 
they  would  prove  themselves  the  true  friends 
of  his  Royal  house,  and  also  give  the  strongest 
mark  of  respect  and  attachment  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  He  should  therefore  propose  a 
clause  for  appropriating  a  small  part  of  the 
annuity  of  6o,ooco/.  a  year  for  the  better  esta- 
blishment of  the  Princess  of  Wales.  The  sum 
he  should  propose  to  appropriate  for  that 
purpose,  would  be  6000/.  a  year :  he  was  sure 
the  adoption  of  that  motion  would  be  agreeable 
to  the  whole  nat-on.  He  concluded  with 
moving  a  clause  to  that  efFcct,  by  way  of  rider. 

Colonel  Stanley  said,  he  rose  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  second  this  motion.  Her 
R.  H.  had  conducted  herself,  ever  since  her 
arrival  in  this  country,  in  the  most  exemplary 
and  meritorious  manner.  He  hoped  most  sin- 
cerely that  the  House  would  adopt  the  mo- 
tion, and  that  they  might  have  an  oppcrtunity 
of  paying  their  tribute  of  admiration  for  her 
conduct. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sard, 
he  hoped  his  two  Hon.  Friends  would  not 
persist  in  this  motion,  which  he  was  convinced 
^vas  made  with  the  best  motives.  With  re- 
spect to  the  virtues  and  conduct  of  her  R.  H. 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  there  was,  he  was  sure, 
but  one  sentinitnt  in  that  House  and  in  the 
country.  But  it  was  their  duty  to  recollect 
what  was  due  to  the  Royal  person  to  whom 
this  bill  alluded,  and  whilst  they  were  giving 
him  a  proof  of  re  pect  and  confidence,  he 
hoped  they  would  not  imply,  by  adopting  the 
motion  now  proposed,  the  possibility  of  their 
entertaining  a  sufpicion  of  his  conduct :  for 
the  adoption  of  this  proposition  would  cer- 
tainly imply  a  doubt  of  that  which  the  House 
ought  not  to  doubt.  If,  therefore,  the  Hon. 
Baronet  would  not  consent  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to  op- 
pose it. 

Sir  William  Dolben  said,  if  bethought 
the  clause  he  had  proposed  tended  to  imply 
the  least  doubt  of  hi  R.  H.'s  conduct,  he  ctr- 
tainly  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  House  to 
propose  it.  He  had  made  the  motion  upon 
he  ground,  that  his  R.  H.  had  thrown  hin\- 
•  if  entirely  upon  the  wisdom  of  Parliament ; 
;  d  he  thought  his  R.  H.  had  rather  that  this 
:;  "<=in-e  should  proceed  fiom  a  resolution  of 
■;~:.  House,  than  that  it  shouki  be  his  own 
^^  It  was  upon  that  ground,  and  because 
h-  ;.-;"eived  it  to  be  a  debt  of  honour  due 
f';-:'  :.at  House  to  the  Princtss,  that  he  made 
Ihi.  r..c:.'on. 

!L'-.  2".  ■. KTiN  (of  Tewkesbury)  said,  he 
ihjv-hij-  ;r,j;:cved  the  motion,  and  he  was  glad 


that  there  were  Gentlemen   who  had  spirit 
enough  to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  surprised  at  the 
expression  used  by  the  Hon.  Member,  as  he 
could  not  conceive  that  any  spirit  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  forward  this  motion  ;  he  was 
also  surprised  that  there  had  been  introduced 
into  this  debate  any  thing  like  warmth  of  lan- 
guage or  vehemence  of  gesture  [Mr.  Kinnaird 
had,  while  he  was  speaking,  accidentally  struck 
the  Member  \vho  sat  below  him,  on  the  head]. 
The  House,  he  was  sure,  must  feel  the  pro- 
priety of  what  had  fallen  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
v,-orthy  15aronet  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
An  Hon.  Member  had  stated,  that  the  Prince 
was  not  satisfied  with  this  measure,  but  he 
afterwards  explained  distinctly  what  he  meant 
by  that  expression.  The  Prince  was  certainly- 
grateful  to  the  House  for  this  mark  of  their 
bounty,  and  would  be  grateful  for  a  further 
mark  of  it.  With  regard  to  the  suggestion 
contained  in  this  motion,  he  hoped  there  was 
no  person  in  that  House  who  supposed  that 
the  Piince  would  resume  his  dignity  without 
the  Princess  ;  and  he  could  assure  the  Hon. 
Member  that  a  suggestion  of  that  kind  to  the 
Prince  was  not  necessary  either  from  him  or 
from  the  House ;  but  as  the  Prince  must  now 
continue  to  apply  the  same  sum  of  money  to 
the  discharge  of  his  debts  that  he  had  done  for 
some  years,  no  increase  could  take  place  for 
some  time.  This,  however,  furnished  ano- 
ther reason  why  Parliament  ought  to  enable 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  to  resume 
their  dignity. 

Sir  W.  Dolben  then  consented  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Lords  for 
their  concurrence. 


HOUSE    OF    lords. 

V/ednesdny,  Mar.  9. — (See  Minutes,  p.  403.) 

[The  king's  message.] — The  order  of 
the  day  for  taking  his  Majesty's  message  into, 
consideration  being  read. 

Lord  KoBART  rose  to  move  an  address  to, 
his  Majesty  on  the  occasion.  He  observed, 
that  he  could  not  entertain  the  smallest  doubt: 
with  resjiect  to  the  motion  which  he  should 
hr-ve  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  House.  He 
felt  himself  justified  in  anticipating  the  most 
perfect  unanimity  in  the  present  instance.  A 
communication  is  made  from  the  Sovereign, 
that  the  most  extensive  military  preparations 
were  making  on  the  coasts  of  France  and  Hol- 
land ;  and  also,  that  important  discussions 
were  pending  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
French  government,  the  result  of  which  was 
very  unctttain.  In  such  a  situation,  he  could 
hai-dly  believe  himself  justified  in  supposing 
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tliat  a  difFercnce  of  opinion  could  prevail  as  to 
the  line  of  conduct  proper  or  necessary  to  be 
adopted.  In  a  partial  consideration  of  the 
subject,  he  by  no  means  wished  to  disguise 
from  their  Lordships — indeed  it  was  a  point 
of  which  they  must  in  general  be  well  aware, 
namely,  that  there  existed  reasons  for  thinking 
that  the  state  of  certain  of  the  French  posses- 
sions abroad  was  such  as  might  wairant  or 
call  for  the  preparations  that  were  making  by 
France,  independent  of  any  hostile  designs 
which  possibly  might  be  harboured  by  her  go- 
vernment ;  but  they  must  also  at  the  same  time 
see  and  feel  for  the  situation  of  their  own 
country;  and  that,  while  discussions  of  the 
utmost  importance  are  depending;  they  could 
not  be  justified  in  not  taking  those  precautions 
which  the  security  and  honour  of  the  country 
required.  With  respect  to  any  detailed  expo- 
sition of  those  discussions,  he  could  hardly 
think  that  at  the  present  time  any  thing  of  the 
kind  could,  with  any  shadow  of  propriety,  be 
expected  from  him.  He  conceived  it  sufficient 
to  say,  in  the  present  instance,  that  he  saw  no 
necessity  for  the  discussions  not  terminating 
satisfactorily ;  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
perfectly  obvious  to  the  House,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  Ministers  to  be  prepared  for  the 
alternative.  It  was  certainly  the  earnest  wish 
of  Ministers  not  to  see  the  tranquillity  which 
subsisted  between  the  tv/o  countries  inter- 
rupted ;  but  they  at  the  same  time  hoped  that 
nothing  would  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  the 
country  to  enable  them  to  maintain  that  tran- 
<iuillity  in  a  way  consistent  with  the  honour, 
the  security,  and  the  true  interests  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  the  spirit,  the  energy,  and  the  re- 
sources of  which,  he  doubted  not,  would  be 
successfully  exerted  on  such  an  occasion  as 
the  present.  Under  these  impressions,  he  would 
no  longer  detain  their  Lordships,  but  move  an 
address  to  his  Majesty  on  the  occasion  of  his 
most  gracious  message.  The  Noble  Secretary 
of  State  then  moved  the  address,  which  was 
couched  in  the  usual  form,  echoing  his  Ma- 
jesty's message,  and  fraught  with  assurances 
pf  the  cordial  support  of  the  House. 

On  the  message  being  read  from  the  Wool- 
sack, and  the  question  put. 

Earl  Spencer  rose,  chiefly,  if  not  entirely, 
for  the  purpose  of  signifying  his  full  approba- 
tion of  the  proposition  just  now  made  by  the 
Noble  Secretary  of  State.  He  anticipated  with 
the  Noble  Lord  the  most  perfect  unanimity  on 
the  occasion,  and  felt  with  him  cordially  as  to 
the  right  line  and  system  of  conduct  which 
waff  proper  to  be  pursued  on  such  a  crisis  as 
the  present.  He  also  felt  that  in  the  relative 
situation  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  there 
existed  circumstances,  that,  under  whatever 
degree  of  uncertainty,  called  xov  the  measures 
at  length  resolved  upon  by  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters. The  present  crisis  in  which  this  coun- 
try was  involved,  he  held  to  be  of  that  import- 
ance and  magnitude,  as  to  render  him  confi- 


dent there  was  not  a  man  in  that  House,  or 
scarcely  an  individual  in  the  country,  who 
would  not  join  in  offering  to  spill  the  last  drop 
of  their  blood,  or  to  spend  their  last  shilling,  in 
support  of  its  honour  and  its  most  essential 
interests :  for  his  ov/n  part,  after  the  uniform 
and  decided  opinions  he  had  so  fiequently 
given,  as  to  the  relative  situation  of  the  twa 
countries,  it  could  be  little  expected  that  a 
firm  and  vigorous  system  of  conduct  should  not 
meet  his  full  assent  and  approbation.  He  could 
not,  hovv'ever,  at  the  same  time  avoid  observ- 
ing, that  he  should  feel  more  satisfaction  if 
the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had,  not  only  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  but  for  that  of 
the  public  and  the  country,  explained  a  little 
fuller  the  situation  of  the  moment,  and  ad- 
verted to  those  circumstances  which  have  pro- 
duced such  a  sudden  and  marked  alteration  in 
the  tenour  and  complexion  of  his  Majesty's 
councils  and  measures.  He  would  repeat,  that 
his  own  opinions  on  these  points  had  been 
long  formed.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
a  system  of  conduct  like  that  now  resolved 
upon  by  Ministers,  was  that  most  likely  to 
conduce  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  a  wish 
in  which  all  true  fiicnds  to  their  country  must 
unite.  A  system  of  firmness  and  vigour  was 
much  more  likely  to  ensure  the  continuance  of 
peace,  than  that  line  of  conduct  heretofore 
adopted  by  Ministers.  Indeed,  in  his  opinion, 
the  only  chance  that  now  remained  for  the 
preservation  of  that  blessing,  was  the  effect  of 
the  measures  now  proposed:  of  concession, and 
attempts  at  soothing  our  late  adversary,  we  had 
had  too  much.  Had  this  line  of  conduct  been 
adopted  earlier,  in  all  human  probability  no 
necessity  for  it  would  exist  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. However,  as  matters  stood,  he  hailed 
this  first  appearance  of  spirit  and  vigour  in 
the  national  councils  with  joy  and  gladness, 
as  the  only  means  left  for  our  salvation.  He 
had  at  present  nothing  farther  to  offer;  but 
upon  an  occasion  of  such  great  importance 
and  magnitude,  he  could  not  give  a  silent 
vote,  consistently  with  his  feelings  of  duty,  or 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

Lord  Grf.nville  said,  he  had  but  a  few 
words  to  ofTer  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
cordially  agreed  with  what  fell  from  his  Noble 
Friend  who  spoke  last ;  but,  like  him,  the  part 
he  had  always  taken  with  respect  to  similar 
discussions,  prevented  him  from  giving  a  silent 
vote.  He  thought  with  his  Noble  Friend,  that 
the  adoption  of  the  system  now  about  to  be 
acted  upon  was  the  only  one  that  could  pre- 
serve the  blessings  of  peace  to  the  country ; 
he  was  likewise  of  opinion,  that  a  system  of 
firmne'.'s  and  dignity,  if  earlier  acted  upon, 
would  have  ensured  the  continuance  of  peace, 
and  certainly  have  obviated  the  necessity  of 
such  an  incipient  system  at  present.  It  was, 
he  was  firmly  convinced,  only  because  such  a 
system  was  not  earlier  adopted,  that  the  con- 
tinuance  of    peace    was    now    questionable. 
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However,  its  adoption  even  new,  would  af- 
ford to  the  country  the  best  chance  tor  tlic 
maintenance  of  that  blessing ;  but  at  tl:e  same 
lime  ht  l^ad  to  observe,  that  the  ccndnct  of 
^Ministers  in  the  present  crisis  should  be  such, 
as  to  enable  the  country  to  feci  and  know  its 
re?.l  situation  ;  by  wliich  means,  if  the  injus- 
tice of  our  adversary  rendered  it  necessary  to 
call  forth  the  full  powers  and  resources  of  the 
country,  they  could  be  used  v^-ith  the  greatest 
vigour  a:;d  eif;ct.  The  reasonings  of  thnt  day 
vere  warranted  by  the  experience  of  the  last 
cigliteen  months ;  they  had  seen  the  conse- 
quences resulting  from  a  system  of  concession 
and  meanness,  in  which  all  their  attempts  at 
conciliation  only  elevated  the  arrogance  and 
the  pretensions  of  the  French  government.  If 
there  was  any  chance  remaining  for  the  pre- 
servation of  peace,  it  would  proceed  from  the 
measures  now  resorted  to  ;  at  the  same  time 
it  was  with  regret  he  had  to  consider,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  former  conduct  of  Mini- 
sters, if  we  were  now  driven  to  tlie  alternative 
of  war,  we  should  have  to  meet  a  state  of  war 
Tjndei  many  and  great  disadvantages.  Ces- 
sions the  most  important  and  valuable  had 
been  made  with  a  view  to  operations  either  of 
an  offensive  or  a  defensive  nature  :  these  con- 
siderations should  not  withhold  his  concur- 
rence from  the  present  motion  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  rejoiced  at  this  first  appearance  of 
sound  political  wisdom  and  vigorous  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  Ministers;  he  huptd 
such  a  system  would  be  acted  upon  with  due 
energy  and  perseverance.  Upon  the  whole, 
the  motion  had  his  hearty  concurrence  ;  and 
he  was  confident  there  could  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  that  House  on  such  an  occasion. 
They  were  in  the  present  insL.-..-;cc  simply  called 
upon  to  concur  in  measures  for  strengthening 
the  hands  of  the  K'mg  with  necessary  powers, 
at  a  crisis  wherein  discussions  of  acknowledged 
importance  and  magnitude  were  pending,  the 
result  of  which  was  knov;n  to  be  uncertain — 
they  were  called  upon  no  farther.  His  Lord- 
ship concluded  with  expressing  his  hearty  as- 
sent to  the  /notion. 

The  Earl  of  Moira,  in  expressing  generally 
his  concurrence  in  the  motion,  observed,  that 
his  support  was  rather  qualified  by  the  seem- 
ing backwardness  in  the  Noble  Secretary  of 
State,  to  give  that  degree  of  explanation  which 
he  thought  necessary,  and  at  the  same  time 
unexceptionable  ;  the  re  were  of  course  certain 
reservations,  and  thete  proceeded  chiefiy  upon 
the  following  grounds:  First,  they  v/ere  by  no 
means  satistied  that  the  causes  Vvhich  induced 
Ministers  to  come  as  they  now  did,  did  not 
exist  even  long  before:  the  conduct  of  the 
French  government  in  many  respects  v%'as  well 
known.  They  were  also  unsatisfied  whether 
tiie  crisis  said  to  be  now  arrived  might  not 
have  been  prevented  or  obviated  if  earlier 
taken  up,  and  the  attention  of  Parliament 
called  thereto.    At  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 


sion, no  serious  apprehensions  from  onr  late 
enemies  were  declaredly  entertained  by  Mini- 
sters, though,  notwithstanding  these  declara- 
tions, they  thought  it  necessary  to  propose  an 
increase  of  our  tstablishrnent :  at  that  time 
every  thing  was  doing  or  done  in  France,  as 
fully  as  at  the  present  moment,  when  such  se- 
rious apprehensions  seemed  to  be  entertained- 
They  should  be  given  to  understand  at  least 
what  it  was  that  had  thrown  such  a  new  co- 
lour on  the  pretensions  of  the  enemy ;  what 
change  there  v,  as  in  the  situation  of  France, 
or  m  tne  tone  held  by  its  ruler.  Some  inti- 
mation of  these  should  at  least  be  given,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  extent  of 
the  proceeding  now  going  on.  Perhaps  to  a 
certain  degree  these  explanations  might  be  de- 
clined, en  the  ground  that  speaking  too  fully 
out  might  give  umbiage  to  the  ruler  of  France  : 
umbrage  to  that  new  Hannibal,  who  has  sworn 
or  the  altars  of  insatiable  ambition  an  eternal 
enmity  to  this  country!  He  would  ask,  has 
this  man  never  shewn  any  disposition  to  in- 
duce unfavourable  sentiments  and  conduct,  on 
the  part  of  others,  against  this  country  I  Afttr 
expatiating  some  time  on  the  manifest  dispo- 
sition of  the  First  Consul  of  France  against 
Great  Britain,  he  contended  that  we  should 
place  ourselves  on  the  defensive,  but  in  a  dig- 
nified attitude ;  that  we  should  be  prepared 
for  the  v.-orst ;  that  we  should  betray  no  marks 
whatever  of  despondency  or  dismay,  but  come 
forward  manfully,  and  shew  ourselves  not 
afraid  of  the  result  of  the  alternative  of  war. 
A  genuine  aud  useful  spirit  should  be  shewn 
by  our  government,  and  not  an  em.pty  parade 
of  valour;  for  if  the  First  Consul  had  really 
advanced  so  far  in  his  system,  as  avowedly  to 
render  such  precautionary  measures  necessary 
on  the  part  of  our  government,  he  had  lost  all 
hope  of  its  stopping  there  ;  their  conduct  in 
such  case  should  be  such,  as  in  effect  to  ap- 
peal to  the  sense  of  the  French  nation  against 
the  ambition  and  injustice  of  its  ruler;  to  let 
them  fairly  see  and  decide,  whether,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  headstrong  passions  of  one  man, 
the)-  would  be  willing  again  to  plunge  into  all 
the  calamities  of  war.  The  effect  of  such  a 
line  of  conduct,  if  any  thing  of  that  kind 
could,  would  be  to  restrain  the  ambition  of 
the  First  Consul,  and  to  induce  him  seriously 
to  pause  before  he  should  proceed  to  extremi- 
ties. A  decided  tone  and  vigorous  system  of 
policy  on  our  parts,  would  more  than  any 
other  be  likely  to  prevent  hostilities  between 
the  two  countries:  such,  in  fact,  as  would 
have  the  effect,  comparing  little  things  to 
great,  of  preventing  a  quarrel  between  any  two 
manly  Englishmen — "  On  such  terms  I  would 
wish  to  remain  at  peace  ;  but  set  your  foot  on 
such  a  place,  and  I  shall  consider  it  as  the  signal 
for  instant  war !"  Such  a  mode  would  best 
conduce  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  even 
with  a  country  governed  by  the  niost  despotic 
ruler.  With  respect  to  any  important  objects 
in  a  train  of  negotiation,  lis:  confessed  it  might 
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be  improper  now  to  inquire ;  but  he  hoped 
that  information  respecting  those  would,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  be  laid  before  the  House, 
as  the  people  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
apprized  of  their  real  situation.     Considering 
the  subject  in  another  point  of  view,  and  urg- 
ing the  policy  of  vigorous  preparation,    his 
Lordship  observed,  that  we  should  not  calcu- 
late upon  the  attempts  of  Buonaparte,  accord- 
ing to  those  principles  or  motives  of  conduct 
which  actuated  any  other  man.     We  should 
make  up  our  minds,  as  to  the  probability  at 
least,  of  attempts  upon  this  country ;  but  for 
these  we  should  be  prepared ;  we  should  look 
the  danger  full  in  the  face  ;    and  more,  we 
should  let  our  adversaries  know  that  we  are 
so  determined.     Their  boast,  "  that  England 
cannot  contend  single-handed  against  France," 
should  not  go  unnoticed.    Whatever  purpose 
they  mght  have  against  us  was,  perhaps,  when 
we  v^ere  encumbered  with  what  they  would 
call  assistance.     But  how  stood  the  fact  ?     It 
was,  that  wlien  we  were  single-handed  with 
France  we  were  always  successful,  and  of  this 
he  thought  his  Noble  Friends  near  him  (Lords 
Nelson  and  Hutchinson)  afforded  a  good  prac- 
tical illustration.  But  above  all,  our  adversaries 
should  be   made  to  understand,  that  if  con- 
tending with  them  in  this  country,  we  most 
confidently  looked  for  signal  and  decisive  suc- 
cess.    In    such   a   possible   contingency,    the 
safety  of  the  capital  should  be  especially  looked 
to.     We  should  not  talk  of  the  impracticabi- 
lity of  invasion ;  we  should  consider  the  ex- 
tent of  coast  possessed  by,  as  well  as  the  cha- 
racter of  the  adversary  we  had  to  contend 
with.    Therefore,  what  was  possible  was  prac- 
ticable, and  what  v/as  practicable  we  should 
consider  as  likely  to  be  attempted.  Wc  should 
consider  that  in  such  a  contest  we  should  be 
playing  our  last  stake.     Such  a  contest  should 
not  be  managed  under  a  common-place  sys- 
tem or  official  practice  of  war :  if  so,  we  were 
lost  indeed  !  but  the  strength,  the  resources, 
the  energies  of  the   people  and  the  country, 
should  be  called  forth  and  fairly  brought  into 
action.    The  first  object  of  the  enemy  In  a 
descent,  would  doubtless  be  the  capital:  its 
security  should  be  first  looked  to.     A  great 
and  powerful  army  should  be  stationed  be- 
tween it  and  the  coast ;  this  he  would  wish 
to  be  understood ;  and  so  circumstanced,  he 
was  of  opinion,  the  officer  commanding  the 
British  force  ought  to  lose  his  head  if  he  did 
not  come  to  an  action  with  the  enemy  before 
they  reached  the  capital.     In  such  a  crisis,  tbe 
destruction  of  one  army  ought  to  be  nsked 
against  that  of  the  other.   After  dive!ling  upon 
these  points,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  se- 
curing   the    capital    especially    from'    attack 
(among  other  ill  effects  of  which, ths  temporary 
elation  it  might  give  to  the  few  disafFected 
spirits  should  be  guarded  against),  he  again 
luged  the  superior  policy  of  vigorous  prepara- 
tions, and  a  determination  to  be  prepared  far 
the  worst  J  and,  above  all,  to  assume  that 


tone  and  attitude  which  should  convince  the 
enemy  that  no  invader  that  should  set  his  foot 
in  this  country  should  be  suffered  to  retain  to 
tell  of  his  fate. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  made  a  few 
observations  iipon  the  general  subject.  He 
contended,  that  Great  Britain  was  of  herstif 
amply  capable  of  asserting  her  honour,  main- 
taining her  dominions,  and  preserving  her  in- 
dependence. In  such  a  contest  she  needed  no 
ally.  Let  republics  court  the  alliance,  or  unite 
themselves  to  the  Great  Nation  ;  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  under  the  auspices  of  its  so- 
vereign, aided  by  the  spirit  and  resources  of 
its  people,  would  stand  alone,  and  in  a  dig- 
nified attitude.  It  was  then  unnecessary,  3js 
well  as  obviously  improper,  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  certain  points  adverted  to  by  the 
Noble  Earl,  though  in  another  point  of  view, 
tiie  forbearance  of  that  Noble  Lord  to  inquire 
was  highly  entitled  to  approbation.  He  trusted 
that  due  confidence  would  be  placed  in  Mini- 
sters on  the  present  occasion,  as  it  was  but 
fair  to  deem  of  them  that  they  would  not 
rashly  throw  away  those  blessings  of  peace 
which  they  had  so  greatly  exerted  themselves 
to  attain  and  secure.  He  could  assure  his 
Noble  Friends  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
were  as  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  those 
blessings  as  any  men  possibly  could  be. 

Lord  Auckland  expressed  his  conviction 
that  the  steps  lately  adopted  were  not  unad- 
visedly taken,  and  that  no  wish  whatever  wa.s 
entertained  by  Minicters  to  plunge  the  coun- 
try again  into  the  calamities  of  war.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  colossal  strenglh  of  France,  and 
to  tlie  great  extent  of  her  continental  posses- 
sions or  influence,  and  scouted  the  principle 
advanced  on  the  part  of  France,  that  Great 
Britain  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  con- 
cerns of  the  continent.  There  were  seve^a? 
instances,  as  illustrated  by  his  Lordship  ir. 
argument,  where  that  interference  would  be 
not  only  ju3tif»ahk,  but  laudnble-  After  com- 
menting some  time  on  the  prosperous  situa- 
tion and  circuiiistances  of  this  country,  an<i 
her  ability,  in  every  pc'nt  of  view,  success- 
fully to  cope  with  France,  his  Lordship  ad- 
verted partictdarly  to  the  financial  concerns 
of  England,  which,  he  observed,  it  vv-as  cf 
late  so  much  the  practice  to  depreciate  in 
France  :  it  was  to  evince  to  the  world,  and  ta 
]  that  country  in  particular,  the  unprecedented 
I  prosperous  financial  situation  of  this  country, 
i  that  he  mov;d  for  the  various  accounts  which 
were  then  before  the  House.  To  establish 
the  positions  adverted  to.  the  Noble  Lord  en- 
tered into  a  variety  of  financial  c?.lcuIations, 
from  which  he  deduced,  that  the  country  now- 
possessed,  after  a  discharge  of  debt,  an  income 
of  not  less  than  seventeen  millions  a  y??.r.  This 
income,  in  consequence  of  varicu5  operations, 
was  increasing  from  day  to  day  ;  and  a  rapid 
progress  wa&  making  in  the  llquidl:v:icn  of  debt- 
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Added  to  these  considerations  was  the  im- 
mense territorial  possessions  of  Great  Britain, 
particularly  in  the  East  Indies,  and  which  na- 
turally increased  the  magnitude  of  her  strength 
and  resources.  These  were  leading  and  im- 
portant facts,  which  his  Lordship  observed, 
could  not  be  too  generally  known,  and  with  a 
reference  to  that  publicity,  he  originally  pro- 
posed the  discussions  he  had  alluded  to. 

After  a  few  words  in  explanation  between 
Lords  Moira  and  Auckland,  the  question  was 
put,  the  address  was  voted  ;.v;;/.  iiijj.  and  the 
Lords,  T.'irh  white  staves,  ordered  to  wait 
upon  his  Majesty  respecting  the  same. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  Mar.  9. — (See  Minutes,  p.  404.) 

[The  king's  message.] — .The  Chan- 
ctLLOR  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  consideration 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  messa^ce  be  now 
read ;  which  being  done,  and  the  message 
read  by  the  Speaker,  he  moved,  "  That  this 
*'  message  be  now  taken  into  consideration." — 
Ordered. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
rose  to  propose  an  address  in  consequence  of 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  message,  which 
the  House  had  just  heard  read  from  the  Chair  ; 
and  he  felt  perfectly  confident  that  the  appeal 
■which  his  Majesty  had  thereby  made  to  the 
wisdom,  the  public  spirit,  the  liberality,  and 
the  fortitude  of  his  Parliament,  had  not  been 
made  in  vain.  There  were  two  points  to 
which  his  Majesty's  messa^^e  referred  :  that  of 
military  preparations  on  the  coasts  of  France 
and  Holland,  and  the  discussion  now  sub:.i^ting 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  government  of 
France  :  either  of  those  points,  separately  con- 
sidered, would  have  required  a  great  degiee  of 
vigilance  and  circumspection  on  the  part  of 
his  Majesty's  government ;  but  both  com- 
bined, required  still  more  of  their  vigilance  and 
attention.  It  had  been  stated  to  the  House 
by  his  Majesty,  that  the  preparations  in  the 
ports  of  France  and  Holland  are  avowedly  di- 
rected for  the  purpose  of  colonial  services. 
That,  Mr.  Addington  said,  it  was  possible, 
and  he  hoped  probable,  was  the  purpose  of 
these  armaments;  but  on  the  authority  of  his 
Majesty,  it  was  also  stated,  there  were  dis- 
cussions of  great  importance  still  subsisting, 
the  result  of  which  must,  as  it  was  obvious  to 
the  House,  be  uncertain ;  his  Majesty  had 
therefore  made  his  gracious  communication 
to  the  House  ;  for  the  House  must  be  aware, 
that,  however  inolLnsive  these  armaments 
might  avowedly  be  towards  us,  yet  they  might, 
under  circumstances,  be  applied  to  another 
purpose,  and  which  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  our  interests  to  counteract.  With 
respect  to  the  discusion  referred  to  in  his 


Majesty's  message,  he  trusted  the  House 
would  not  expect  that  he  should  enter  inta 
the  nature,  stiil  less  the  detail  of  that  discus- 
sion ;  but  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  thinking- 
that  the  result  of  that  discussion  might  be 
consonant  to  the  true  interests  of  this  country  ; 
if,  however,  unfortunately  such  should  not  be 
the  result,  his  Majesty,  conscious  of  the  good- 
ness of  his  cause,  had  expressed  a  determina- 
tion to  refer  to  the  great  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, the  wisdom  of  the  councils,  and  the  pride 
of  the  nation,  in  support  of  the  hono\ir  of  his- 
crown  and  the  essential  interests  of  his  peo- 
!  pie.  If  that  unfortunately  should  be  the  re- 
!  suit,  the  House  might  be  assured  they  should 
j  be  possessed  of  every  topic  which  could  cast 
light  on  every  subject  which  might  be  desired 
I  to  come  imder  discussion,  on  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  government,  from  the  moment 
of  the  ratitication  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  to 
!  the  present  moment.  With  regard  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  measures  to  be  adopted  in  conse- 
i  quence  of  the  present  state  of  things,  he  was 
;  not  disposed  to  enter,  at  present,  into  that 
subject ;  but  it  would  readily  occur  to  the 
House,  that  there  should  be  some  augmenta- 
!  tion  of  his  Majesty's  naval  force,  and  probably 
'  some  increase  to  our  internal  security,  for  the 
latter  part  of  which  he  had  reason  to  imagine 
,  that  an  intimation  would  be  made  by  his  Ma- 
jesty to  hih  Parliament ;  that  he  had  resorted 
for  that  purpose  to  the  constitutional  force, 
by  embodying  the  militia.  It  would  indeed 
be  matter  of  regret,  that  those  who  had  em- 
ployed themselves  during  a  long  war,  and  had 
already  done  so  nruch,  should  now  be  called 
on  to  make  additional  sacrifices ;  but  he  had 
no  doubt,  if  requested  on  such  an  occasion, 
they  were  sacrifices  which  would  be  cheerfully 
made  :  but  here  he  begged  it  to  be  understood, 
that  all  which  was  stated  in  his  Majesty's 
message  had  reference  to  a  system  of  defence, 
and  was  only  matter  of  precaution.  He  was 
sanguine  enough  to  hope,  that  on  this  day  the 
House  would  give  proof  of  an  unanimous  de- 
termination to  enable  his  Majesty  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  were  essential  to  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  country.  He  should  not  pro- 
pose to  convey  the  sentiments  of  the  House 
in  terms  by  which  any  individual  should  be 
pledged  or  committed  to  any  future  m.easure, 
or  by  which  the  discretion  of  Parliament  should 
be  pre-engaged  ;  but  he  trusted  that  whatever 
Gentlemen's  sentiments  might  be  on  some  of 
the  measures  of  Government,  either  on  the 
terms  of  the  peace,  or  the  supposed  advantages 
of  a  state  of  war,  yet  that  all  would  concur 
in  supporting  the  motion  he  should  have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  the  House,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  was  to  assure  his  Majesty, 
that  he  may  rely  on  his  Parliament  in  sup- 
porting his  Majesty  in  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  honour  of  his  crown  and 
the  essential  interests  of  his  people.  He  then 
moved  an  address  to  the  following  substance : 
"  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  hi* 
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•*  Majesty,  to  thank  his  Majesty  for  his  most 
*'  gracious  message ;  to  assure  his  Majesty 
"  that  his  faithful  Commons  are  impressed 
*'  with  a  full  sense  of  this  fresh  proof  of  his 
♦'  Majesty's  unceasing  attention  to  the  welfare 
*'  of  his  people ;  that,  under  the  present  cir- 
*'  cumstances,  they  could  not  hesitate  to  con- 
•*  cur  with  his  Mvijesty  in  thinking  it  expeditnt 
*<  to  adopt  additional  measures  of  precaution 
«<  for  the  security  of  his  dominions ;  that 
**  though  the  preparations  to  which  his  Ma- 
"  jesty  referred  were  avowedly  directed  to  co- 
"  lonial  service,  yet  as  discussions  of  great 
"  importance  were  still  subsisting  between  his 
"  Majesty  and  the  French  government,  the 
*'  result  of  which  might  be  uncertain,  that 
"  they  partake  of  his  earnest  and  unvarying 
**  solicitude  for  the  continuance  of  peace;  and 
**  that  his  Majesty  might  rely  with  confidence 
"  on  their  exertions  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
*'  adopt  such  measures  as  circumstances  might 
"  require,  for  supporting  the  honour  of  his 
**  crown  and  the  essential  interests  of  his  peo- 
«'  pie." 

This  address  being  read,  and  the  question 
put, 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  no  vote  had  ever  been 
given  on  any  occasion,  and  particularly  by 
him,  in  such  complete  and  utter  darkness  as 
that  which  was  now  proposed.  To  thank  his 
Majesty  for  his  gracious  communication,  to 
concur  with  him  in  the  support  of  the  honour 
of  his  crown  and  the  essential  interests  of  his 
people,  were  propositions  which  it  was  mo- 
rally impossible  to  oppose.  The  message 
stated  two  grounds :  first,  the  ground  of  the 
armament  in  France  and  Holland :  this  was 
matter  of  fact,  capable  of  proof,  and  there- 
fore must  be  supposed  to  be  correctly  stated. 
The  next  was  the  ground  of  discussion  :  and 
here  he  was  entitled  to  avail  himself  of  what 
had  been  said  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  in  the 
opening  of  this  subject  to  the  House,  which 
was,  that  the  address  did  not  pledge  the 
House  to  any  thing.  His  Majesty  stated  there 
were  subjects  of  discussion ;  he  did  not  give 
to  the  House  the  remotest  hint  what  they 
might  be,  whether  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa, 
or  America ;  upon  no  part  of  which  did  he 
give  any  opinion  whatever.  He  must  assume, 
that  whatever  he  stated  to  be  of  importance 
was  of  importance ;  but  he  had  no  means  of 
forming  his  opinion  upon  it ;  he  was  left  in  a 
state  of  entire  darkness.  That  they  were  ready 
to  thank  his  Majesty  for  his  gracious  com- 
munication, and  ready  to  join  in  any  mea- 
sures which  might  be  necessary  to  support  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  and  promote  the  welfare 
of  tfie  people,  were  propositions  in  this  ad- 
dress to  which  he  gave  bis  as&ent  most  rea- 
dily ;  but  not  further,  without  some  informa- 
tion. Having  said  this,  he  would  add,  that 
any  one  who  would  carefully  examine  the  pre- 
cent  state  of  the  British  empire,  would  feel 
there  never  was  a  pericd  ifi  wliich  it  was  so 
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essential  to  this  country  to  avoid  the  calami- 
ties of  war  as  the  present,  and  therefore,  if 
we  were  involved  in  war  by  any  fault  of  Mini- 
sters, they  would  be  more  guilty  than  any 
other  advisers  or  counsellors  of  this  or  any- 
other  country. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said  it  would  not  be 
necessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houte  long 
upon  the  present  occasion,  he  should  there- 
fore say  but  a  very  few  words.  In  one  part 
of  his  speech,  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke  last 
had  rather  misapprehended  his  Rt.  Hon. Friend; 
he  meant,  in  the  two  objects  he  had  stated, 
that  of  the  preparations  of  armaments  in  the 
ports  of  France  and  Holland,  and  the  discus- 
sion remaining  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
government  of  France.  The  Hon.  Gent, 
seemed  to  think  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  had 
stated,  that  one  of  these  grounds  only  was  fit 
ground  for  this  address,  whereas  what  his  Rt. 
Hon.  Friend  had  said  was  this,  that  one  of 
these  grounds  was  sufficient  for  the  circum- 
spection and  vigilance  of  Govenimeut,  but 
that  both  combined,  that  v/as,  the  prepara- 
tions and  the  discussion,  called  for  something 
more,  and  required  that  Ministers  should  ad- 
vise his  Majesty  to  send  the  present  message 
to  the  House,  and  to  exert  that  caution  and. 
that  vigilance.  As  to  what  the  Hon.  Gent, 
had  said  upon  the  address  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  speech,  he  agreed  with  him  that  the  ad- 
dress did  not  pledge  or  commit  the  House  to 
any  thing.  As  to  the  subject  of  discussion 
which  might  at  present  be  subsisting  between 
his  Majesty  and  the  French  government,  he 
would  repeat  what  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  had 
already  stated.  If  this  discussion  should  lead 
to  war,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Government 
to  lay  before  the  House  all  the  information 
it  could,  as  to  the  causes  of  the  war  and  the 
conduct  of  Ministers :  he  would  go  further, 
and  say,  it  would  be  right,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  not  to  confine  it  to  objects  im- 
mediately depending,  but  he  should  wish  most 
anxiously,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  Govern- 
ment, from  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive 
treaty  to  the  present  moment,  should  be  fairly 
laid  before  the  House  and  tht;  country.  He 
was  satisfied,  on  a  review  of  that  conduct,  hi» 
Majesty's  Ministers  would-  have  no  reason  ta 
repent  of  it  j  and  when  that  came  before  the 
House,  he  should  be  ready  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  that 
conduct  which  any  Gentleman  ia  the  House 
might  think  proper  to  requirci.  Under  the 
present  circumstances,  however,  he  thought 
no  advantages  could  arise  by  entering  into  the 
measure  of  negotiation  at  present,  op  events 
that  antecedently  took  place:  that  would 
now  answer  no  useful;  purpose.  The  ad- 
dress, if  it  pledged  the  House  to  any  thing 
upon  it,  might  embarrass  the  House.  The 
address  pledged  the  House  to  nothing  but  that 
to  which  the  House  was  ready  to  assent  at  all 
times,  uamely,  to  support  his  Majestv  in  maio^ 
*Aa 
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taining  the  dij^nity  of  the  Crown  and  the  essen- 
tial iiiterests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Windham  assured  the  House  he  had 
no  intention  to  claim  its  attention  long.  He 
agreed  with  an  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke  before 
him,  ihut  tiie  House  was  put  into  rather  an 
hard  situation,  because  it  was  called  upon  to 
act  in  the  dark  :  he  did  not  think  it  was  suf- 
ficient for  the  House  to  be  told,  that  hereafter 
they  shall  be  in  possession  of  the  ground  on 
■which  the  present  proceeding  was  proposed. 
Tiie  House  ouglit  to  be  in  a  situation  wlicre  it 
might  have  some  knowledge  of  events  in  a 
crisis  so  considerable ;  tlic  House  ougiit  to 
know  something  upon  this  subject,  instead  of 
proceeding  upon  a  nullity  of  information  ;  for 
upon  this  matter  winch  now  occupied  its  most 
serious  attention,  tite  House  knew  literally  no- 
thing: it  was  told  only  in  general  terms  tiiat 
exertions  are  necessary.  The  House  indeed 
knew  that  very  considerable  armanients  had 
been  made,  and  a  gre;it  cliange  effected  in  the 
system  of  what  was  called  peace.  He  must 
theicfore  enter  a  species  of  protest  against  the 
mode  now  adopted  (ihe  necessity  being,  in  his 
opinion,  sucii  as  to  call  for  it,  and  requiring 
exertion),  tliar  the  torce  proposed  to  be  used 
should  be  used  merely  as  defence:  now  all 
species  of  force  might  be  so  used,  especially  in 
the  first  instance  ;  but  it  was  here  of  the  last 
importance,  when  great  force  was  necessary, 
to  know  what  that  force  was,  because  pru- 
dence might  require  force  of  different  sorts  in 
different  circumstances  :  there  was  some  that 
was  in  its  nature  defensive,  and  defensive 
only  ;  that  tniisr  be  the  case  of  the  militia  ;  but 
for  the  interpretation  of  the  present  vote,  no- 
thing more  need  be  said  than  that  the  Ikjiise 
concurred  in  it.  I'hey  pledged  themselves  to 
nothiiig  but  that  which  had  been  already  stated, 
and  in  liiat  no  man  could  have  any  difficulty. 
Here  he  should  have  ended,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  some  observations  made  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  It  was  said  on  a  former  occa- 
sion by  an  Hon.  (jent.  (Mr.  Fox),  that  pe,;ce 
was  his  policy  and  first  wibh,  said  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, and  that  war  was  mine.  *'  I  ain  at  pre- 
sent in  no  slate  to  say,  1  can  be  in  no  state  to 
say,  whetlier  war. would  be  expedient  or  not; 
it  it  were  necessary  to  come  to  an  opinion,  no 
conclusion  could  be  drawn  from  the  conduct  of 
those  wlio  were  tiie  most  vehement  opposers 
of  the  peace,  wjiaf  their  opinicn  would  be 
now.  Ihat  they  sliould  be  supposed  to  be 
glad  of  what  was  now  proposed,  tiiat  they  ex- 
ulted in  it,  and  would  catch  with  inipatienceat 
any  prospect  of  the  renewal  of  the  war,  would 
be  a  conclusion  as  false  in  reasoning,  as  un- 
founded in  fact."  The  very  reverse  was  the 
fact;  he  who  was  a  vehement  opposer  of 
the  peace  of  Amiens,  who  had  no  reason 
now  to  aher  the  Oj.inion  he  gave  tlien,  but 
abundant  reason  to  a'here  to  it,  might  ne- 
vertheless not  conclude  now  that  war  could 
be  made  witii  advantage  :  he  might  think  other. 


wise,  in  proportion  to  the  conviction  of  his 
mind  at  the  tiine  he  opposed  the  peace.  He 
might  be  the  less  ready  to  catch  at  war  now 
than  he  was  tiien,  because  he  might  be  of  opi- 
nion that  we  had  lost  the  opportunity  wliich 
might  have  been  then  affoided,  and  therefore 
persons  entertaining  he  opinions  vvhich  he  did, 
would  consider  this  as  a  very  serious  matter. 
An  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  liad  often  said,  that 
no  evils  could  be  stated  \shich  were  equal  to 
the  evils  of  war.  He  believed  that  it  now  be- 
gan to  be  suspected,  perhaps  felt,  that  tliere 
were  dangers  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war,  and 
they  might  go  on  as  rajudly  too  in  that  state 
as  the  evils  of  war,  and  might  lead  a  country 
into  that  state  in  which  no  war  could  stop 
tiiem.  Now  he  would  beg  leave  to  observe 
to  the  Noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  that  there 
was  a  double  responsibilitj'  attached  to  a  mi- 
nister, that  of  making  an  improper  peace,  and 
also  that  of  making  an  improper  war  :  the 
danger  of  the  one  might  in  some  cases  be  equal 
to  the  danger  of  tiie  other.  Consigning  this, 
as  he  did,  completely  to  his  Majesty's  Mini- 
sters, he  could  only  remind  them  of  their  rc- 
sponsibilit)^,  and  that  it  applied  to  either  side, 
the  alternative  of  peace  or  vvar. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  there  was  some- 
thing ver)  extraordinary  in  the  speech  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  just  sat  down.  That 
Rt.  Hon.  Member  had  stated,  that  lie  might 
fed  an  extreme  reluctance  in  agreeing  to  a  war 
at  piesent;  that  he  had  been  a  vcliemem  op- 
poser  of  the  peace,  and  that  by  being  so,  he  was 
necessarily  lehictant  to  our  now  going  to  war. 
He  understood  tlie  Rt.  Hon.  Gent  by  this  to 
mean,  that  this  countrv  h.id,  by  agreeing  to  the 
peace,  inca(iacitated  itselt  trom  going  to  war. 
I'he  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  Iiad  also  said,  that  we  were 
not  now  able  to  renew  tlie  war  ;  he  had  even 
stared,  tiiat  we  wese  not  now  able  to  defend  our- 
selves. Such  language  had  ctrtaiidy  been  held 
by  tJie  First  Consul  of  France,  but  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  it  re-eclioed  by  any  member  of 
the  British  House  of  Coinnunis.  This  country 
had  observed  great  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance, in  order  to  maintain  pe;ice  ;  but  if  re- 
peated insults  and  pinvocaiions  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  go  to  war,  single-hdndcd  as 
we  were,  yet  he  had  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence that  we  should  be  able  to  convince 
France  that  we  weie  capable  of  supporting 
our  honour  and  dignity,  and  that  each  indivi- 
dual in  tliis  country  vvouKi  be  ready  to  follow 
tlie  illustrious  example  ot  his  R.  H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  in  dete; mining  to  forego  every  con- 
sideration of  personal  convenience  or  accom- 
modation, when  the  interest  of  the  country 
was  at  stake,  and  with  fortitude  and  m.agna- 
nimity  to  preserve  the  country  in  that  state 
which  he  was  sure  had  not  been  injured  by  our 
moderation. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  the  Hon.  Gent, 
had  imputed  to  him  that  vvhich  he  had  iicvcir 
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said,  for  he  had  given  no  decided  opinion 
whether  this  ccunlry  ought  to  go  to  war  or 
not. 

Mr.  Canning  gave  his  cordial  support  to 
tlie  address,  as  it  pled2;ed  tlie  House  to  iioiiiing 
but  that  in  wliich  all  members  were  as^rced. 
He  was  luiwiliing  to  suppose  that  Ministers, 
in  the  conduct  of  tlie  discussions  now  depend- 
ing, were  exposed  to  censure  ;  he  v,-ished  to 
suspend  Iiis  judgment  till  they  had  an  oppor- 
tiuiiiy  of  explaining  to  the  House  tlie  circum- 
stances of  their  conduct.  Ministers  had  pro- 
mised this  explanation,  which,  indeed,  was 
what  the  House  had  an  imtloubted  right  to  de- 
mand. In  the  manner  in  which  this  assurance 
had  been  given,  tlieie  wassomeihing  on  whicii 
Jie  found  it  impossible  not  to  aniniadveri. 
The  House  were  assured,  that  if,  unfortu- 
nately, tiie  discussions  now  depending  should 
terminate  in  hostilities.  Ministers  would  feel 
it  tlu'ir  duty  to  explain  tlie  whole  cause  of  the 
negotiation  :  but  no  assurance  w,ts  given  of 
tliis  explanation  in  the  event  of  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  points  in  dispute ;  the  House, 
howevei',  had  as  clear  and  imdisputed  a  right 
to  explanation  in  tlie  one  case  as  in  tlie  other. 
The  message  from  his  Majesty  had  excited 
throughout  the  country  the  greatest  anxiety 
and  alartri ;  and  the  public,  as  well  as  the 
House,  were  entitled  to  be  apprized  of  the 
circiunstances  on  which  the  expediency  and 
policy  of  such  a  proceeding  was  founded.  He 
must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  a  refusal  to  give 
such  an  explanation  would  be  a  striking  evi- 
dence of  tlie  want  of  that  good  understanding 
wliich  ought  to  exist  between  the  people  and 
the  Government.  On  the  part  of  the  people 
there  had  been  of  la*e  manifested  a  great  de- 
gree of  docility,  a  strong  disposition  to  give 
Ministers  credit  for  the  purity  uf  their  inten- 
tions and  the  uprightness  of  their  views.  It 
was  fit  that  this  disposition  should  be  met  w'uh 
something  of  a  corresponding  spirit  of  con- 
fidence and  openness  of  communication.  Mi- 
nisters, however,  seemed  determined  to  act 
on  a  perfect'y  different  principle  :  they  ap- 
peared studious  of  mystery  and  concealment. 
The  address  was  of  the  most  interesting  nature; 
it  referred  to  subjects  of  the  highest  national 
importance.  Nothing  like  confidence  was  to 
be  seen,  however,  on  the  part  of  Ministers; 
they  put  tlie  House  and  the  public  in  possession 
of  no  one  circumstance  wliich  might  account 
for  measures  of  new  and  extraordinary  prepa- 
ration. Never,  he  ventured  to  assert,  was  so 
important  a  measure  proposed  on  the  grounds 
which  were  made  the  foundation  of  the  pre- 
sent address  :  alarm  and  anxiety  were  excited, 
and  the  grounds  of  this  anxiety  and  alarm 
were  carefully  involved  in  obscurity.  Heshould, 
however,  support  the  motion,  putting  in,  as 
he  did,  in  the  strongest  maiuier,  his  claim 
to  deman'd  a  full  and  satisfactory  explanation 
of  the  grounds  of  the  address  at  a  subsequent 
period. 


The  CwANCtLLOR  of  the  Kxcheqjjei;, 
in  explanation,  alluded  to  what  had  talleu 
tromaRt.  lion.  Member  (Mr.  Canning),  vW.t) 
liad  stated,  that  no  information  had  been  pro- 
mised to  the  House,  except  in  the  alternative 
of  war,  and  that  no  communicution  would 
have  been  made  but  in  that  event.  He  begged 
leave  to  state,  that  he  had  given  no  pledge 
whatsoever;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  wiiat- 
ever  might  be  the  event,  he  disdained  the  re- 
serve wliich  had  been  imputed  to  him,  and 
that  he  never  would  withhold  any  communi- 
cation from  Parliament  upoti  any  subject  rela- 
tive 10  the  public  iiirerest,  which  might  be 
commiuiicaied  with  a  due  regard  to  that  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  T.  Grenville  rose  to  make  a  few 
observations  Ujion  what  had  fallen  fiom  a  Rt. 
Hon.  Gcnr.  respecting  the  answer  which  had 
been  given  by  the  Minister.  He  admitted  that 
which  he  was  sure  was  felt  by  every  Member 
in  that  House,  that  upon  such  a  subject  as  this 
there  ought  to  be  no  dissenting  voice;  but  a 
question  had  been  put  to  the  Ministers,  whe- 
ther, in  any  alternative  except  that  of  war, 
they  intended  to  lay  any  information  before 
the  House  ?  To  this  qiiCition  tlie  answer  was, 
that  no  pledge  whstever  had  been  given  upon 
the  subject.  Now  he  could  not  help  observ- 
ine,  that  the  very  mode  in  which  this  answer 
had  been  given,  was  a  satisfactory  justification 
of  the  Hon.  Member  who  had  put  the  ques- 
tion. Having  said  thus  much,  he  begged  to 
observe,  tf.at  no  man  was  more  unwilling  than 
himself  to  enter  into  any  discussion  whatever 
that  could  operate  to  retard,  or  even  to  throw 
a  shade  upon  ilie  resolution  which  had  been 
proposed.  He  did  feel  a  great  deal  of  embar- 
rassment on  his  mind  as  to  the  ignorance  in 
uliich  the  House  was  placed  on  this  occasion; 
for  wlien  Government  proposed  to  the  House 
111  address,  which  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  liad  de- 
scribed as  containing  no  pledge  whatsoever, 
yet  the  House  must  be  supposed  to  be  pledged 
in  the  customary  inanner  to  the  facts  to  which 
tJiey  assented.  He  could  not  help  reniaiking, 
that  if  on  the  one  hand  unanimity  was  felt  to 
be  so  desirable,  yet  on  the  other  the  efi^ect  of 
it  would  be  considerably  lessened  in  tlie  eyes 
of  all  mankind,  if  the  prefcnt  Vote  did  not 
convey  the  tangible  opinion  of  every  man  in 
that  House  :  for  so  it  must  be  when  the  House 
voted  an  address  without  any  itiformation  re- 
specting tacts.  Wiih  these  few  remarks  he 
shouldconclude,  assuring  the  House  tliat  iliete 
was  no  man  in  it  more  ready  or  eager  tiian  he 
was  to  carry  up  to  the  Throne  the  answer  con- 
tained in  the  present  address.  His  mind  was 
certainly  impressed  with  sentiments  of  grear 
anxiety  upoi'i  this  subject,  but  he  trusted  tliat 
the  measures  now  proposed  would  be  ot  a 
nature  to  produce  peace  and  tranquilHty. 

I      The  Attorney  General  said  he  could 
I  not  be  surprised  that  any  Gentleman  who  cun- 
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curred  in  the  vote  Khould  -wish  to  lay  in  his 
protest  against  giving  any  pledge  as  to  the 
future  sentiments  he  might  think  proper  to 
adopt.  He  thought  nothing  could  be  more 
reasonable,  than  that  at  a  tinie  when  a  message 
of  this  sort  was  brought  from  the  Throne,  and 
when  the  House  was  called  upon  to  express 
its  thanks  for  the  gracious  communication, 
those  Gentlemen  who  were  of  opinion  the 
statement  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  war, 
should  lay  in  their  claim  to  express  their  sen- 
timents, whatever  they  might  be,  on  a  future 
occasion  ;  but  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that 
the  House  had  no  reason  to  deem  itself  hardly 
dealt  with  by  information  being  kept  back, 
when,  in  fact,  no  information  had  been  called 
for,  and  when  the  cjuestion  to  be  considered 
Was  only  a  communication  from  the  Throne, 
stating  there  were  certain  measures  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  us  to  make  defensive 
preparations  and  hold  ourselves  on  our  guard, 
and  when  it  was  expressly  stated  too,  that  a 
satisfactory  communication  would  in  due  time 
be  made  to  Parliament.  The  Hon.  Member 
who  had  last  spoken  had  said  the  message 
seemed  to  augur  well,  because  it  manifested  a 
disposition  to  exertion ;  but  he  thought  he 
inight  as  well  have  spared  that  observation  :  it 
inferred,  that  no  conclusion  the  House  should 
adopt  could  be  too  violent.  With  respect  to 
what  had  fallen  from  a  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  behind 
him  (JVIr.  Canning),  he  answered  him  a  little 
prematurely,  as  to  the  disposition  he  had  anti- 
cipated of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  withholding 
any  communication  upon  the  subject.  There 
had  been  no  disposition  expressed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  that,  in  the  event  of  war  be- 
ing unnecessary,  no  information  would  be  laid 
before  the  House.  Whether  such  information 
should  be  laid  before  the  House,  must  depend 
upon  circumstances.  When  it  was  pressed 
for,  if  it  was  withheld,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  any  Member  to  demand  it ;  and  the 
House,  if  it  thought  proper,  would  enforce 
its^  production.  He  would  not  prolong  the 
debate,  except  by  mentioning  one  circum- 
stance. The  Hon.  Gent,  he  had  mentioned 
seemed  to  have  recurred  to  the  opinion  he 
had  expressed  respecting  the  calamities  pro- 
duced by  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  of  Amiens,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
calculated  to  promote  a  war;  and  that,  in  the 
event  of  this  country  going  to  war,  we  should 
be  so  crippled,  that  the  circumstance  of  having 
had  peace  would  be  attended  with  the  eiFect 
of  rendering  a  future  war  more  difficult.  He 
wholly  disagreed  with  him.  He  maintained 
that  the  opinion  of  the  people  at  large,  going 
along  with  the  opinion  of  Government,  upon  a 
question  so  important  as  the  present  one,  %vas 
infinitely  more  to  be  considered  than  the  pre- 
cise  state  of  the  proportion  of  militarv  force 
referring  to  the  period  when  peace  was  con- 
cluded. If  it  should  ultimatelv  turn  out  that 
this  country  should  be  obliged  to  renew  hotti- 
lities,  the  Government,  he  hud  no  doubt, 
S 


would  be  able  tb  state  to  the  ttouSe,  that  thos^ 
hostilities  had  not  been  provoked,  and  that 
they  could  not,  by  any  proper,  temperate* 
and  honourable  conduct,  be  prevented.  If  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  should  lay  before  the 
House  this  state  of  the  case,  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  spirit  of  the  country  would  be  in  uni- 
son with  that  which  actuated  his  Majesty's 
Ministers ;  and  that  the  absolute  necessity  of 
renewing  hostilities,  would  give  more  strength, 
vigour,  and  enc  ""  to  those  which  should  be 
undertaken,  than  could  possibly  be  imparted, 
by  preserving  the  exact  military  position  of  a 
particular  period.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  think  the  question  was  left  open  to  dis- 
cussion, and  that,  whatever  the  measures  of 
Government  had  been,  they  would  be  fully  in- 
quired into.  He  hoped  that  Parliament  and 
the  country  would  not  be  too  fond  of  peace — 
an  unstable  delusive  peace.  He  tiusted  that 
they  would  not  be  inducedto  think  that  nothing 
short  of  an  attack  on  the  country  would  justify 
hostilities.  He  flattered  himself  they  would 
bring  their  minds  temperately  to  the  discussion 
of  the  subject,  and  to  the  consideration  of — 
whether  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  acted 
wisely  in  taking  the  course  they  had  done  with 
regard  to  these  points ;  he  was  persuaded 
there  could  be  no  material  difference  of  opinion 
on  general  grounds ;  and,  respecting  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  House,  nothing 
else  was  proposed,  than  that,  supposing  the 
case  to  be  exactly  as  it  was  stated  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's message,  the  House  should  pledge  itself 
thus  far  and  no  farther;  that  it  should  admit 
it  to  be  a  case  which  justified  military  prepa- 
rations, but  nothing  more.  If  afterwards  it 
should  appear,  that  the  circumstances  and 
situation  of  the  country  did  not  justify  the 
present  application,  it  would  properly  be  a 
subject  for  future  consideration.  To  give  his 
Majesty  an  assurance  of  our  determination  to 
guard  against  surprise,  was  all  that  the  House 
was  at  present  called  upon  to  do ;  he  trusted, 
therefore,  that  there  could  be  no  reasonable 
ground  of  complaint  on  the  one  hand,  and 
that  on  the  other  there  would  be  no  reluctance 
in  giving  further  information. 

Dr.  I.AWRENCF.  said,  that  the  meaning  of 
his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  had  been  misinteiprtted, 
when  it  was  al'-  ged  that  he  piofessed  himself 
to  have  been  p.  ;  v'erse  to  all  peace,  at  the  time 
when  that  of  /i.miens  was  concluded.  He  did 
not  then  oppose  peace  in  general,  but  a  peace 
that  could  be  nothing  better  than  war  in  dis- 
guise. He  did  not  mean,  that  there  was  not 
the  greatest  strength  in  that  unanimity  of  high 
spirit  which  it  might  be  expected  would  not 
now  be  found  wanting  in  the  breasts  of  the 
whole  people  of  this  country.  But  he  had 
opposed  and  regretted  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
because  it  never  promised  to  end  otherwise 
than  in  those  events,  on  the  unpkasing  proba- 
bility of  which  contemplation  was  this  day 
lixed.    It  was  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  spirit 
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of  the  people  was  not  likely  to  shrink  from 
any  new  difficulties  of  war  which  they  might 
be  how  called  to  encounter.  Bwt  neither 
could  it  be  in  reiason  affirmed,  that  they  would 
have  bedi  now  utterly  destitute  of  that  spirit 
if  the  peace  of  Amiens  had  not  been  conclud- 
ed. If,  in  consideration  that  no  specific  en- 
gagement was  made  in  the  address,  he  should 
avoid  to  press,  at  this  particular  moment, 
for  further  information  from  Ministers ;  yet, 
if  the  discussions  and  preparations  on  which 
the  message  was  founded,  should  end  in  a  re- 
newal of  war,  and  if  his  Majesty's  IVIiniatcrs 
should  come,  as  they  of  course  must,  to  that 
House,  for  the  supplies  necessary  in  carrying 
it  on,  he  would  then  expect  the  most  unre- 
served communication  of  every  document 
which  could  throw  light  upon  the  quarrel ; 
an<i  he  should  undoubtedly  be  disposed  to 
enter  into  the  fullest  discussion  of  the  wisdom 
cf  their  conduct.  He  wished  to  know,  if  war 
must  be  resorted  to,  whether  it  was  necessary 
to  the  safety  and  honour  of  the  empire.  His 
wishes  were  for  peace,  and  he  should  thei-e- 
fore  oppose  equally  an  unseasonable  war,  and 
a  war  waged  without  that  full  energy  which 
could  alone  command  success.  It  was  argued, 
that  since,  in  the  alternative  of  war  being  yet 
averted,  Ministers  did  not  now  say  that  they 
■would  give  no  information  of  the  causes  of  this 
alarm,  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  at  pre- 
sent blamed  for  not  offering  information  as 
freely  in  the  one  alternative  as  in  the  other.  But 
he  thought  it  their  duty,  in  either  case,  to  oiFer 
that  information  which  it  was  disrespectful  to 
Parliament,  and  to  the  country,  and  for  Mini- 
sters, not  to  offer,  whenever  they  had  to  ap- 
peal to  the  good-«nli  of  both,  in  a  case  of  so 
much  magnitude.  There  might  be  some  picce« 
of  information  Ttiiich  it  were  sufficient  to  give 
when  the  House  should  call  for  them;  but 
there  were  tmdoubtediy  others,  as  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  which  it  \vere  highly  unbecoming 
in  Ministers  not  spontaneously,  in  :ili  events, 
to  bring  forward.  He  concluded  with  ex- 
pressing himself  friendly  to  peace ;  but  willing, 
upon  due  information,  to  grant  the  requisite 
supplies  for  war.  For  the  address  he  v/ould 
vote,  as  making  no  specific  engagement. 

The  address  was  then  unanimously  voted, 
and  it  was  ordered,  that  such  of  the  members 
as  were  of  the  privy  council  should  carry  it  up 
asd  present  it  to  his  Majesty. 


,  HOtJSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  March  11.  (See  Minutes,  p.  41S.) 
(^Affairs  of  Switzerland.]  Lord  Min- 
TO  rose,  and  called  to  their  Lordships'  recol- 
lection a  notice  which  he  had  given,  previous- 
ly to  the  Christmas  recess,  of  his  intention  to 
bring  forward,  as  speedily  as  possible  after  that 
recess,  a  motion  for  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of   his    Majesty**   Minister*   respecting  the 


affairs  of  Switzerland.  That  motion  it  was 
his  intention  to  have  brought  forward  in  the 
course  of  the  present  week,  but  the  interven- 
tion of  important  circumstances,  already  well 
known  to  their  Lordships,  circumstances  pro- 
minently developed  by  his  Majesty's  gracious 
message  to  both  Houses,  pressed  so  much  more 
urgently  upon  the  er.tire  attention  of  tiitir  Lord- 
ships, as  totally  to  avert  tiieir  eyes  from  all  re- 
trospective views,  and  to  tarn  their  regard 
to  the  prospect  immediately  before  us.  The 
plain  path  for  Englishjnen  to  pursue  on  this 
occasion,  was  co  obviously  chalked  out  by  the 
animated  and  eloquent  speech  of  a  Noble 
Lord,  a  few  evenings  since  (Lord  Moira),  that 
no  man  could  mistake  the  great  line  of  his 
duty  to  his  country.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, he  said,  it  was  impossible  to  withhold 
his  expressions  of  the  perfect  satisfaction  he 
felt  for  the  unanimous  sentiments  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  within  doors,  supported 
by  the  opinions,  the  fortitude,  and  the  bold, 
manly,  and  patriotic  sense  of  every  class  of 
the  people  without.  Actuated  by  such  a  sense 
of  our  situation  and  our  common  duty,  sti- 
mulated by  sentiments  at  once  so  national,  so 
animated,  and  so  truly  characteristic  of  Eng- 
lishmen, there  could  remain  no  doubt  as  to  the 
final  issue  of  any  conflict,  into  which  the  exi- 
gency of  circumstances  might,  however  reluc- 
tantly, force  us  ;  and  in  such  a  contemplation 
of  the  existing  circumstances  of  our  country, 
their  Lordships,  he  was  confident,  would  not 
impute  to  him  any  dereliction  of  his  duty,  if 
he  now  declined  bringing  forward  tlie  motion 
v/hich  he  intended ;  at  the  same  time,  he  con- 
gratulated the  country  upon  the  spirit  and 
energy  manifested  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, on  an  occasion  so  interesting  to  the 
honour  and  the  rights  of  the  British  nation. 


[Mesxe  process  bill.] — Lord  Moira 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better  prevention  of 
vexatious  arrests  on  mesne  process.  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read  accordingly, 

Lord  Moira  rose,  with  a  view,  he  said,  of 
trespassing,  as  shortly  as  possible,  on  the  at- 
tention of  their  Lordships,  in  explaining  his 
objects  under  this  bill,  which  he  iiad  intro- 
duced, after  many  years  of  deliberp.te  consi- 
deration, as  the  best  result  of  his  own  judg- 
ment on  the  subject.  His  main  purpose  in 
this  bill,  he  said,  was  public  justice  between 
ail  the  parties  concerned:  tempered,  at  the 
same  time,  with  as  much  humanity  as  was 
consistent  vrith,  as  well  as  indispensably  nc- 
cessar}'  to,  the  administration  cf  that  iustice, 
consistently  with  the  spirit  of  British  "legisla- 
tion and  British  jurisprudence.  He  had  to  ex- 
press his  sincere  thanks  to  those  lav.-  Lords, 
who,  happily  for  this  country,  preside  at  pre- 
sent in  the  public  administration  cf  national 
justice,  for  the  deliberate  consideration  and 
v/holesorae  counsei,  whereby  they  had  favoured 
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him  in  his  endeavours  to  bring  this  bill  forward. 
To  their  wisdom,  as  well  as  to  the  collective 
sense  of  their  Lordships,  he  would  now  submit 
it,  describing,  as  briefly  as  possible,  his  views, 
under  the  several  clauses  it  contained.  His 
first  principle  was  grounded  on  the  quantum 
of  debt  for  which  a  man  may,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  under  the  12th  of  Geo.  I.  be  arrested 
on  mesne  process,  namely,  a  debt  of  10/.  Con- 
sidering the  very  material  change  in  the  value 
of  money  from  the  period  at  which  that  bill 
passed  and  the  present,  and  the  great  prompti- 
tude of  creditors  for  small  sums,  and  the  low 
class  of  practitioners,  by  whom  they  are  but 
too  much  influenced,  to  arrest  their  debtors  for 
small  sums,  his  Lordship  thought  that  an  in- 
crease of  the  sum  from  loA  to  20/.  could  in 
no  degree  alter  the  spirit  of  the  12th  Geo.  L 
though  it  should  prevent  many  Instances  of 
cruelty  and  oppression,  Avhich  it  could  never 
have  been  the  purpose  of  that  law  to  authorize. 
The  next  object  was  the  sum  of  maintenance 
to  be  allowed  by  the  arresting  creditor  to  the 
imprisoned  debtor.  Than  the  principle  of  this 
regulation,  as  it  stood  now  authorized  by  law, 
nothing  in  his  Lordship's  mind  could  be  moi-e 
just  or  reasonable.  It  was,  however-,  exclu- 
sively appropriated  to  those  debtors  only  who 
were  detained  under  execution.  But  if  a  man 
was  thrown  into  pr-ison  for  a  debt  which  he 
was  alike  unable  to  bail  or  to  discharge,  it  was 
to  all  intents  and  pur-poses  the  same  as  if  he 
had  been  held  in  execution  ;  and  therefore  the 
Noble  Lord  could  see  no  r-ational  cause  why 
the  creditor  in  that  case  should  not  be  obliged 
to  afford  some  assistance  to  the  unfor-tunate 
debtor  whom  he  throws  into  prison,  and  de- 
prives of  all  means  to  earn  bread,  as  in  the 
other.  Certainly  the  raising  of  the  6um  which 
would  warrant  arrest  from  ten  to  twenty 
pounds,  went  considerably  to  diminish  the 
evil  as  it  now  stands;  but  the  principle  in  his 
mind  was  equally  valid  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other-.  The  next  principle  of  his  bill  was 
one,  which  he  conceived  highly  necessary,  to 
prevent  oppi-essivc  and  fraudulent  an-csts,  and 
the  adoption  of  which  could  never,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  impede  justice.  For  instance : 
as  the  law  now  stands,  nothing  more  is  neces- 
sary to  procure  a  v,-arrant  for  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  any  man  than  swearing  to  a 
debt.  Upon  such  an  oath  a  warrant  is  issued, 
the  man  thrown  into  prison  ;  and  though  the 
oath  be  absolutely  false,  and  not  one  penny 
fairly  due  to  the  plaintiff,  yet  tire  arrested 
per-snn  has  no  alternative  for  his  liberation  but 
to  pay  the  debt,  or  enter  bail.  If  he  does  the 
former-,  he  submits  to  injustice  without  any 
pi-ivilege  of  subsequent  appeal ;  and  as  to  the 
latter,  he  may  be  an  utter  str-anger,  with  his 
pocket  full  of  money,  and  ample  estates  in 
another  country,  yet  he  may  i-emain  imprison- 
ed for  many  months  until  the  issue  of  a  suit  is 
determined,  without  any  certain  mode  of 
forcing  the  plaintiff  to  proceed,  in  order  to 
accelerate  the  issue  of  such  suit.     Xow,  what 


his  Lordship  wished  v.as,  to  enable  the  person 
arrested  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff, 
or  some  eligible  officer-,  the  amount  of  the 
debt  and  probable  costs  for  whicli  he  should 
be  arrested,  and  then  be  entitled  to  go  at  large 
until  the  debt  should  be  fully  investigated  and 
fairly  proved  in  law.  It  might  be  said  that  a 
man,  for  maliciously  swearing  falsely  to  a 
debt,  for  the  pur-pose  of  embarrassing  a  man 
by  ai-rest,  is  severely  punishable  in  law ;  but 
such  is  the  complicated  natur-e  of  debt,  under 
so  many  balances,  counter-balances,  and  set- 
offs, as  may  be  pleaded,  that  nothing  would  be 
more  difficult  to  substantiate  on  a  prosecution, 
than  such  a  malicious  swearing.  The  remedy 
which  the  bill  pr-oposed,  however,  he  con- 
ceived with  deference,  to  be  a  r-easonable  one 
for  the  evil  he  mentioned.  On  this  ground, 
having  bar-ely  mentioned  his  objects  in  the 
bill,  he  thought  the  committee  would  be  the 
pr-oper  place  for  suggesting  such  emendations 
as  to  their  Loi-dships  should  seem  necessary ; 
and  for  the  present  he  would  offer  nothing 
farther  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Ellen  BOROUGH  said,  that  certainly 
those  Noble  Loi-ds  whose  more  peculiar  func- 
tions led  them  to  the  administration  of  the  laws 
in  this  country,  had  many  cogent  objections  to 
the  alter-ation  of  those  laws,  where  str-ong  mo- 
tives for  such  alter-ation  v/er-e  not  made  clearly- 
apparent.  His  Lordship  was,  however,  ready 
to  acknowledge  that  thei-e  wer-e  some  of  the 
alterations  proposed  by  the  Noble  Lord's  bill 
on  the  existing  laws  betAveen  debtor  and  cre- 
ditor-, which  were  but  just  and  reasonable, 
and  might  have  a  very  salutary  effect ;  that, 
ior  instance,  which  pr-oposed  an  increase  of 
the  sum  warranting  arrest  on  the  mesne  pr-o- 
cess,  from  10/.  to  20/.  on  which  sirbject  he 
agreed  in  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Noble 
Lord.  But  on  that  part  where  the  Noble 
Lord  proposed  lo  increase  the  allowance  fr-orn 
the  cr-editor  to  his  debtor  in  pi-ison,  beyond 
the  present  sum  allowed  by  law,  or  to  the 
debtor  confined  on  mesne  process,  and  not  in 
execution,  he  could  not  so  readily  agree,  as  it 
would  be  rather  har-d  upon  the  creditor  Avho 
arrested  his  debtor  in  pursuit  of  redress,  to  be 
obliged  to  increase  the  debt  and  his  own  in- 
jury, by  an  extra  subsistence  to  his  debtor-, 
who  iiiight  stay  in  gaol  capriciously,  though 
in  many  instances  able  to  pay ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  liberty  which  the  Noble 
Lor-d  wished  to  give  the  debtor  ai-rested,  of 
paying  the  debt,  and  the  trivial  costs  incuri-ed 
in  the  first  instance  by  such  arrest,  .and  thus 
pr-ocuring  his  liberation,  the  person  arrested 
had  already  that  privilege  under  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  and  may  pay  the  sum  into  a  court, 
or  to  a  judge  at  his  chambers,  and  thus  pro- 
cure his  liberation. 

Lord  Alvanley  observed,  that  there  were 
certainly  soi-ne  points  worthy  of  notice,  and 
whicli,  in  his  mind,  called  for  remedy.     On 
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the  point  last  mentioned,  certainly  a  man  ar- 
rested, however  fraudulently,  by  paying  debt 
and  costs  in  the  first  instance,  would  be  en- 
titled to  his  liberation.  But  then,  in  such  a 
proceeding,  he  admitted  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  and  had  by  law  no  subsequent  ground 
of  appeal  against  its  injustice  ;  so  that  to  be 
entitled  to  a  fair  trial  on  the  merits  of  such 
claim,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  go  into 
gaol,  or  enter  bail  to  stand  the  issue — a  thing 
which  the  almost  universal  objection  which  all 
men  entertained  to  becoming  sureties,  even 
for  their  dearest  friends  and  relations,  render- 
ed very  often  impracticable  to  men  of  good 
character  and  property.  However,  as  the  bill 
was  to  undergo  a  full  discussion  in  a  com- 
mittee, a  proper  remedy  might  suggest  itself 
on  this  point ;  but  he  trusted  that  discussion 
would  not  take  place  in  the  absence  of  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord  who  usually  presided 
in  that  House- 
On  the  motion  of  Lord  Moira,  the  bill  was 
committed  for  Tuesday,  under  the  supposition 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  then  be  in  his 
place. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  March  ii.  (See  Minutes,  p.  428.) 

[Supply.] — The  order  of  the  day  was 
moved  for  going  into  a  committee  to  consider 
further  of  the  supply  to  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty.— The  House  accordingly  resolved  into 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  StRjEANT  moved, 
"  That  ten  tliousand  seamen  be  added  to  the 
*'  number  now  existing." 

Mr.  Francis  rose  to  offer  a  fev^  observa- 
tions on  the  motion,  and  it  is  with  regret  we 
mention  that  the  commencement  of  his  speech 
was  delivered  in  a  tone  of  voice  too  low 
to  be  distinctly  heard  in  the  gallery.  The 
vote  which  the  committee  were  now  called 
upon  to  accede  to  was  one  which  involved 
considerations  of  the  most  important  nature  ; 
and  before  any  Member  could,  consistently 
with  his  duty,  agree  to  it,  some  general  ex- 
planation was  due  on  the  p.ut  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  It  was  of  importance  to  the  com- 
mittee to  have  some  information  communi- 
cated respecting  the  situation  in  which  the 
country  was  placed,  the  reasons  which  render- 
ed such  extraordinary  preparations  necessary, 
the  character  of  tliose  in  whom  the  applica- 
tion of  those  preparations  would  be  vested,  the 
views  they  entertained  in  calling  on  the  House 
to  make  preparations,  and  the  degree  of  confi- 
dence to  which,  by  their  past  conduct,  they 
were  entitled.  He  wisiitd  sincerely  that  the 
address  on  a  former  evening  had  passed  with- 
out any  observation.  The"  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  had  put  the  House  in  posses- 
sion of  no  new  information,  and  at  its  close 
Members  separated  as  completely  ignorant  of 


the  circumstances  on  which  the  address  was 
founded,  as  befote  the  motion  was  brought 
forward.  While  he  called  for  explanation,  he 
disclaimed  all  opposition  or  hostility  to  his 
Majesty's  Ministers,  and  indeed  he  was  the 
more  entitled  to  demand  this  explanation,  as 
he  had  hitherto  given  them  his  support,  and 
had  reposed  confidence  in  their  conduct.  He 
had  therefore  at  this  moment  a  peculiar  right  to 
know  whether  ciicumstances  existed  to  justify 
the  continuance  of  tliis  confidence.  He  had  a 
right  to  be  infoimed  whether  it  was  to  the 
fault  or  the  misfortune  of  Ministers  that  the 
present  situation  of  the  country  was  to  be 
attributed.  When  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
were  first  signed,  and  before  the  terms  on 
which  it  had  been  concluded  were  known,  he 
had  been  thankful  for  the  termination  of  a 
disastrous  war.  With  this  sentiment  he  felt 
obliged  to  Ministers  for  the  peace  which  they 
had  concluded,  viewing  it  merely  as  the  deh- 
verance  from  a  war  without  object  or  end. 
When  the  terms  of  the  peace  were  known, 
they  had  been  strenuously  objected  to  by  Gen- 
tlemen, of  whose  talents  it  was  impossible  to 
speak  without  the  greatest  respect.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  these  objections,  separately 
considered,  did  not  possess  great  weight ;  but, 
viewing  the  conditions  of  the  peace,  and  con- 
necting them  with  the  consideration  of  the 
continuance  of  war,  the  sacrifices  which  had 
been  made  did  not  appear  to  him  greater  than 
the  object  deserved.  With  such  views,  there- 
fore, he  was  still  willing  to  give  Ministers 
credit  for  the  conclusion  of  peace.  That  the 
executive  power  had  the  full  right  of  deter- 
mining, in  the  first  instance,  on  peace  and 
war,  was  a  doctrine  which  he  by  no  means 
wished  to  controvert.  This,  however,  did  not 
by  any  means  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
House  to  inc]uire  how  far  the  servants  of  the 
Crown  had  exercised  their  power  in  a  treache- 
rous manner,  or  preclude  them  from  presenting 
an  address  to  his  Majesty  for  their  removal, 
if  they  should  be  judged  incapable  of  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  Jiation  under  perilous  circum- 
stances, connected  with  the  maintenance  of 
peace  or  the  renewal  of  war.  On  these  prin- 
ciples, he  therefore  ventured  to  ask,  whether, 
when  peace  was  concluded  on  terms  in- 
volving considerable  saciifices,  great  as  these 
sacrifices  were  considered,  as  the  price  of 
an  object  of  anxious  desire,  and  there  was  ncv/ 
reason  to  apprehend  a  renev/al  of  hostilities, 
the  House  had  not  a  fair  right  to  be  infoi^med 
what,  after  all  these  sacrifices,  was  the  return 
which  was  to  be  expected  ;  what,  for  all  these 
sacrifices,  was  the  return  which  had  been  ob- 
tained ?  It  was  not  peace,  but  the  prospect 
of  war,  after  every  concession  had  been  made 
as  the  pr'ice  of  tranquillity  and  repose.  Were 
the  House  now  to  be  told  that  they  should 
obtain  no  explanation  ?  Was  the  country  to 
be  !  rought  into  the  perilous  situati;m  in  which 
it  was  nov/  placed,  and  was  no  account  to  be 
given  of  the  causes  by  v/hich  this  sit  uation  had 
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been  produced?  Till  the  House  and  the 
country  were  informed  what  the  circumstances 
were  which  had  led  to  this  situation,  he  could 
not,  consistently  with  his  duty  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  justify  the  present  motion. 
As  far  as  the  defence  of  the  country  was  con- 
cerned, there  was  no  need  of  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Throne  to  induce  the  House  to 
do  what  loyalty,  unanimity,  and  harmony 
would  have  suggested.  This  was  an  object 
■which,  in  the  view  of  a  threat  of  invasion  from 
any  quarter,  the  House  would  ever  have  in 
view,  but^  they  would  more  particularly  con- 
sider it  if  that  threat  came  from  France.  At 
a  moment  w^hen  that  which  is  dearest  was  at 
stake,  there  was  no  room  for  difference  of 
opinion,  because  every  man  in  defending  the 
country  only  consulted  the  means  of  his  own 
defence.  But  had  not  the  House  and  the 
country  a  right  to  have  it  made  out  that  the 
conduct  hitherto  pursued  by  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  was  unwise  and  impolitic  ;  that  im- 
proper concessions  had  not  been  made  ;  that 
the  country  was  not  unnecessarily  again  to  be 
plunged  in  war?  Till  the  explanation  was 
given,  he  could  not,  consistently  with  his 
public  duty,  continue  the  same  confidence 
which  he  had  formerly  reposed.  He  did  there- 
fore hope  that  some  explanation  would  be 
given  by  Ministers  how  far  they  meant  to  go 
with  the  preparations,  the  necessity  of  which 
they  had  stated.  By  agreeing  to  this  vote  with- 
out explanation,  they  would,  in  fact,  say  that 
the  same  Ministers,  w^ho  had  by  the  greatest 
sacrifices  concluded  a  peace,  were  to  be  allow- 
ed to  bring  the  country  into  a  war,  vnthout 
affording  the  smallest  information  as  to  the 
grounds  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  He 
threw  out  these  suggestions,  not  so  much  with 
the  view  of  entering  into  any  detailed  discus- 
f;ion,  as  of  engaging  gentlemen  of  greater  abili- 
ties to  take  up  the  subject.  Ministers  owed  it 
to  their  own  cliaracters,  to  the  House,  and  to 
the  country,  to  shev,-  that  we  ^^•erc  not  brought 
into  our  present  perilous  situation  by  any  fault 
en  their  part.  Perhaps  to  their  conduct  the 
extraordinary  preparations  now  called  for  were 
ov«ng,  and  it  was  surely  not  fit  that  those 
who  had  brought  the  country  into  a  situation 
where  war  was  the  only  alternative,  should 
pledge  the  House  to  the  'support  of  that  war, 
without  atFording  any  information  respecting  | 
the  circumstances  on  which  it  was  to  be  found*^-  ! 
ed.  This,  he  contended,  was  the  clear  law  of  ' 
parliament.  The  present  was  not  a  moment 
riohly  to  plunge  the  country  in  v/ar.  It  had  ! 
already  been  seen  what  effect  his  Majesty's  ' 
message  had  produced  on  public  credit,  and 
how  much  the  prospect  of  a  war,  no  one  ob-  \ 
ject  of  which  was  explained,  would  dishearten 
the  people.  At  a  time  like  the  present,  when 
every  exertion  might  be  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  independence,  it  \\  as  of  high  im- 

■portance  that  the  people  should   report  the 
most  ample  confidence  in   his  Majesty's  con- 

'fideiitial  servaiiU'.     The  least  distrust  of  their 


capacity  could  tend  only  to  dishearten  the 
people,  and  to  fill  them  with  astonishment 
and  terror.  At  a  moment  like  this,  when  we 
might  be  called  upon  to  struggle  even  for 
our  existence  as  a  nation,  it  was  a  lamentable 
consideration  that  the  whole  ability  of  the 
country  was  excluded  from  the  Government. 
At  the  most  perilous  crisis  in  which  the 
country  was  ever  placed,  we  were  deprived 
of  the  opinion,  the  advice,  the  talents  of  all 
those  great  men  whose  cordial  co-operation 
was  so  essential  to  the  salvation  of  the  coun- 
try. This  language  might  give  offence  to 
many  Members ;  but  this  was  not  a  moment 
for  an  independent  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple to  conceal  his  sentiments.  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  speak  out  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances. If  the  ship  sunk,  then  all  would 
go  down  with  the  unskilful  pilot.  He  wished 
to  press  these  considerations  on  the  atteation 
of  the  House.  They  wee  considerations 
which  he  had  not  offe"  j  to  the  attentioa 
of  the  House  without  due  refledtion.  He  had 
view^ed  the  subject  with  the  greatest  possible 
seriousness,  and  he  had  suggested  what  his 
anxiety  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the 
country  suggested. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
reply,  spoke  to  the  following  purport; — I 
think  it  my  duty,  on  the  present  occasion,  to 
follow  the  same  course  which  I  thought  it 
expedient  to  pursue  when  the  motion  for  the 
address  to  his  Majesty  was  under  consider- 
ation. I  then  stated,  that,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  any  explanation  was  what  I 
conceived  the  House  had  no  reason  to  expect ; 
and  to  this  opinion  I  still  adhere.  At  present 
I  rise  solely  with  the  view  of  animadverting 
very  shortly  on  the  observations  which  the 
Hon.  Gent,  has  made  with  the  view  of 
shewing  the  necessity  of  explanation.  I  con- 
fess that  the  arguments  which  the  Hon. 
Gent,  used  in  favour  of  the  propriety  of 
explanation,  appeared  to  me,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  they  appeared  in  the  same  light 
to  the  House,  totally  inconsistent  with  the 
wish  which  he  professed  when  he  set  out, 
that  the  address  had  been  carried  without 
any  comment  at  all.  I  leave  it  to  him  to 
reconcile  this  opinion  with  the  sentiments 
which  he  has  on  the  present  occasion  ex- 
pressed. The  Hon.  Gent,  professes  a  desire 
that  nothing  which  fell  from  him  might  be 
considered  as  designed  to  disturb  the  una- 
nimity which  prevailed  when  this  subject 
was  formerly  before  the  House.  Now,  I  ask, 
if  prudential  reasons  existed  which  rendered 
any  explanation  inexpedient  on  a  forrner 
evening,  whether,  acting  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, his  Majesty's  Ministers  ought  now  to 
give  that  explanation  ?  If  in  the  one  case  it 
was  politic  and  expedient  that  conc<;aIment 
should  be  observed,  it  is  impossible  for  any 
gentleman  to  shew  that  the  same  causes  did 
not   operate  with  equal  force.     The    H02, 
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Gent,  had  said,  that  at  a  crisis  when  we  may- 
be called  upon  to  contend  for  oijr  very  ex- 
istence as  a  nation,  it  is  a  matter  o["  deep 
regret  that  the  whole  ability  of  the  country- 
Is  excluded  from  his  Majesty's  Government. 
I  will  readily  allow  for  myself,  and  t  b'  lieve 
I  may  take  upon  me  to  make  the  sime  avowal 
for  my  colleagues  hi  office,  that  we  feel  in 
their  utmo^l  extent  the  difficult  and  arduous 
duties  which  we  are  called  upon  to  perform, 
and  are  sensible  of  the  respor.Ribility  w":  o\ve 
to  the  country  for  their  due  p-evformance.  This 
may  be  a  very  fair  subject  of  observation  to 
the  Hon.  Gent.;  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  ask, 
on  what  principle  it  \i  that  this  Gentleman, 
who  tells  the  House  distinctly,  that  a  Ministry 
■enjoyed  his  confidence  from  which  the  whole 
ability  of  the  country  is  excluded,  should 
now  bring  forward  against  them  the  charge 
of  weakness  and  incapacity  ?  This  is  a  sort 
of  conduct  which  I  leave  the  Hon.  Gent, 
satisfactorily  to  explain  to  the  House.  I  leave 
it  to  him  to  explain  the  reasons  for  with- 
draiving  the  confidence  which  he  formerly  repo^ 
sed.  Gyi  this  part  of  the  Hon.  Gent. 's  speech 
I  shall  not  at  present  further  enlai"ge,  but 
proceed  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  some  other 
observations  which  he  adduced. — The  Hon. 
Member  laid  down  the  principles  by  which 
the  declaration  of  peace  or  war  is  regulated 
■with  accuracy  and  precision.  By  the  con- 
stitution of  this  country,  this  declaration  is 
wisely  made  to  rest  with  the  chief  magistrate. 
If,  however,  a  peace  inconsistent  with  na- 
tional honour  and  safety  is  concluded,  I  admit 
most  unequivocally  v-'ith  the  Hon.  Gent, 
that  his  Majesty's  confidential  servants  are 
deeply  responsible  for  the  advice  which  they 
have  given  to  their  Sovereign.  The  Hon. 
Gent,  has  applied  the  genera!  doctrine  to 
the  present  situation  of  the  country;  and  he 
has  argued,  that  if  by  the  misconduct  of 
Ministers  the  country  has  been  brought  into 
its  present  perilous  situation,  they  are  deeply 
and  seriously  responsible  for  this  situation. 
To  this  sentiment  I  am  bound  explicitly  to 
assert,  and  I  have  no  diflicult'y  in  saying,  that 
if  it  can  be  shewn  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
have  lost  sight  of  the  motives  which  induced 
them  to  recommend  to  his  Majesty  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty  of  peace  v/hich  the  Hon. 
Gent,  himsdf,  though  in  qualified  terms,  has 
applauded — if  it  can  be  proved  'chat  any  of 
the  principles  which  they  have  hitherto  de- 
clared to  be  the  guides  of  their  conduct  have 
been  departed  from,  then  I  will  allow  to 
the  Hon.  Gent,  that  they  have  been  guilty 
■of  a  very  serious  violation  of  their  duty  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country.  But  I  aver 
that  that  step  has  not  been  taken  by  me  or 
•niy  colleagues  in  office,  that  no  advice  has 
been  given  respecting  the  discussions  now  de- 
pending betwixt  the  two  Governments  which 
ijd  not  originate  from  the  most  ardent  de- 
sire of  preserving  the  peace,  and  whicii  was 
founded  in  the  true  sj^irit  of  peace.  It  is 
Vo:..  III. 


with  the  same  views  that  Ministers  thouf^ht 
it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  his  Mausty 
to  send  to  Parliament  the  message  on  vvh'ch 
the  present  motion  is  founded.  It  was  solely 
with  the  view  of  giving  the  greater  pro- 
bability to  the  continuance  of  peace  that 
additional  preparations  have  been  recnm- 
hiended.  In  these  preparations  Ministers 
looked  forvx'ard  to  the  most  likely  means  of 
bringing  the  points  in  dispute  to  an  amicable 
■adjustment.  The  Hon.  Gent,  however,  in- 
sists on  the  right  of  the  House  to  explanation. 
I  do  not  mean  at  all  to  dispute  the  ultimate 
right  of  the  House  to  a  full  and  fair  explana- 
tion on  this  subject.  This  right  I  have  already 
over  and  over  again  fully  adm  tted.  I  da 
contend,  however,  that  the  Hi  u  e  have  not 
a  constitutional  right  to  demand  explanation 
at  a  moment  when  explanation  would  essen- 
tially injure  the  advantages  which  Govtrn- 
ment  might  derive  from  existing  discussions. 
It  is  cleai  that  if  Ministers  were  now  to  yield 
to  this  call  for  explanation,  they  might  lose 
most  important  advantages  resulting  from 
concealment,  and  at  the  same  time  give  no 
fatisfaction.  The  points  on  which  difFerent 
Members  require  explanation  are  various  and 
discordant.  One  Member  says.  Let  us  not 
hazard  a  war,  and  therefore  let  Ministers 
shew  us  that  their  system  is  conciliatory. 
Another  party  aie  afraid  of  too  much  con- 
cession, and  nothing  will  satisfy  them  but  a 
full  explanation,  to  prove  that  the  national 
honour  has  not  been  compromised.  What 
advantage,  then,  is  to  be  derived  from 
explanation,  amid  such  contrariety  of  opi- 
nion .^  while,  (n  the  other  hnncl,  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  explanation  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  are  obvious.  It  must  be 
clear  that  when  negotiations  are  pending 
which'  have  given  rise  to  considerale  dis- 
putes, if  they  are  brought  to  an  aiiicable 
adjustment,  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
concessions  on  t'he  one  side  or  the  other.  I 
ask,  then,  would  it  be  prudent  that  the  na- 
ture of  these  concessions  should,  in  the  pre- 
sent stage  of  the  business,  be  explained?  I 
believe  that  a  great  majority  of  the  House 
think  with  me,  that  such  an  explanation 
would  be  highly  inexpedient.  From  vvhat  I 
now  say^,  I  beg,  however,  that  no  inference 
may  be  drav.-n  to  countenance  the  idea  that 
Ministers  have  consented,  or  will  consent,  to 
'any  improper  concessions.  My  observations 
refer  solely  to  the  prudential  considi^rations 
which  would,  in  the  present  circumstances, 
render  any  explanation  highly  impolitic  and 
disadvantageous.  As  to  the  moiion  now  b'> 
fore  the  committee,  the  Hon.  Gent,  does  nut 
object  to  it :  he  gives  it  his  cordial  acqu- 
escence.  He  even  goes  so  far  as  to  say,  th-'.t 
if  the  number  of  seamen  proposed  to  be  voted 
had  been  greater,  he  should  have  given,  the 
motion  his  support.  His  only  objection  is 
founded  on  the  Vv'arit  of  explinaiion,  which, 
I  think,  has  been  s;lisfactonly  sh;wn  to  he 
*Bb 
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jnexptdier.t  at  the  present  inomtnt.  I  repent 
what  I  have  .iheacly  more  than  ui^ce  distinetly 
stated,  that  I  hold  myself  deeply  lesponsible 
for  the  course  wliich  his  Majesty's  confiden- 
tial vServants  have  tlioui^ht  it  prcjier  to  adojjt ; 
but  never  shall  I  deviate  from  the  prniciplcs 
which  I  have  laid  down  on  this  subject.  I 
tiust  it  v>ill  ultimately  be  found  that  in  the 
hands  of  Ministers  the  security  of  the  country 
will  not  be  endanjcered,  its  riglits  er.rtailed, 
or  its  honour  suU'ed.  I  trust  that  it  will  be 
found  that  no  concessions  hcivc  been  made 
which  thty  will  not  be  able  fully  to  justify 
by  the  coniL)ined  desire  cf  preserving  peace 
and  supportin;^:  the  honour  and  the  inde- 
^■cndence  cf  the  couritry.  I  know  that  in 
tome  Gentlemen  this  Irmguage  may  excite 
t:isi,'u;t ;  but  if  the  period  shall  ever  come, 
vhich  God  grant  it  never  may,  as  it  would 
involve  the  renewal  of  hostilities ;  if  ever 
that  lime  come,  I  iu>pe  the  conduct  of  Mi- 
nisters will  stand  fully  justified.  Whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  this ;  whether  Gentlemen 
shall  or  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  such  expla- 
nation as  may  be  then  given,  I  am  ready  to 
he;u-  every  objection,  rather  than  violate  that 
du,y  which  prescribes  to  me  the  impropriety 
of  affording  any  explanation  of  matters  now 
in  dispute  betwixt  the  two  governments. 

Mr.  Dent  observed,  that  in  the  late  war 
wt  had  upwards  of  130,000  men  engaged  in 
our  sea  service.  Tlie  peace  establishment  had 
reduced  the  number  to  50,000.  The  l^t.  lion. 
Gent,  opposite  (the  Chancelli)r  of  the  Exche- 
quer, had  proposetl  a  vote  of  10,000,  leaving 
us  an  establishment  of  60, coo.  Now,  he 
should  propose  that  instcul  of  10, coo,  we 
should  have  25,000,  which  would  give  us  a 
nav.'.l  force  of  75,000.  This,  he  supposed, 
would  be  fully  suflicient  fur  any  common 
exigency,  and  he  would  wish  Ministers  and 
the  country  to  be  safe  beyond  all  possibility 
of  diHibt.  As  to  the  expressit.n,  "  God  grant 
that  period  may  never  arrive!"  used  by  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  he  thought  it  liable  to  con- 
siderable objection.  With  respect  lo  the  outcry 
raised  against  this  armament,  and  the  con- 
sequent effect  on  the  public  funds,  in  his 
opinion  the  monied  men  had  reason  to  com- 
plain if  property  fell  ic  per  cent.  He  had 
heard  vaiiuus  reports  as  to  the  possibility  of 
what  was  the  cause  of  these  discussions  and 
these  armaments.  "Whether  the  object  was 
Malta,  or  whether  it  was  JLgypt,  he  did  not 
wish  to  pry  into  the  nature  of  these  objects 
which  Ministers  had  thought  fit  not  to  dis- 
close. He  thought  them  entitled  to  his  con- 
fidence, and  gave  it  accordingly.  There  was 
one  point,  however,  which  he  could  not  help 
lameriting,  that  was,  that  we  had  pow  come 
to  the  eve  of  war,  when  we  had  given  up 
almost  every  concaest,  and  we  had  returned 
Htveril  thousands  of  seamen  to  France ;  .and, 
as  far  as  he  could  learn,  not  a  farthing  of 
money  li-d  been  „^i  yet  paid  by  their  goven:- 


ment  to  ours.  In  the  fullest  conviction  of 
the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  of  thu; 
justice  of  its  application,  he  should  conclude 
with  moving  the  amendment  he  had  already 
mentioned,  namely,  "  That  instead  of  io,oo(>, 
we  insert  25,000  seamen  and  marines  in  the 
vote  now  upon  the  table." 

Mr.  Fox.  I  cannot  help  feeling  some  de-^ 
gree  of  surprise  at  the  language  which  my 
Hon.  Friend  who  began  the  discussion,  and 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  over  the  way,  have  used 
respecting  the  conversation  which  took  place 
on  the  motion  for  the  address,  on  which  the 
present  proposition  is  founded.  I  myself  cer- 
tainly began  that  discussion,  but  I  do  not  feel 
that  I  was  guilty  of  bringing  out  from  any 
one  Gentleman  who  spoke,  a  single  sentiment 
or  expression  which  could  produce  a  feeling 
of  rancour  or  animosity  in  France,  in  this 
country,  or  any  other  part  of  Europe.  My 
Hon.  Friend  is  unwilling  to  negative  the  pre- 
sent motion,  though  he  is  desirous  of  an 
explanation  on  the  grounds  on  which  it  is 
proposed ;  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  is  sur- 
prised that  this  explanation  is  demanded, 
when  my  Hon.  Friend  expresses  his  readiness 
to  vote  for  even  a  much  larger  number  of 
seamen,  if  such  a  number  were  necessary 
to  the  public  service.  I  am  as  ready  as  any 
Member  to  vote  for  the  proposed  addition  of 
seamen,  on  the  principle  that  they  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  public  service  ;  but  I  have  at 
present  no  better  ground  for  my  vote  than  ii" 
25,000,  I  GO, 000,  or  any  other  number  of 
additional  seamen  had  been  proposed.  My 
objection  rests  on  this  plain,  constitutional 
ground,  that  as  representatives  of  the  people 
in  the  proper  discharge  of  our  duty,  we  have 
a  right  to  have  the  causes  of  these  increased 
preparations  explained,  and  not  be  called 
upon  to  vote  on  the  unlimited  confidence 
which  we  choose  to  repose  for  a  time  in 
Ministers.  I  have  always  untlerstood  that  thr 
preroga/ve  of  the  Crown  to  conclude  a  peace 
was  clear  and  undisputed;  and  I  can  have 
no  difficulty  in  agreeing  with  the  sentiments 
which  my  Hon.  Friend  entertains  on  this 
point.  I  certainly  do  agree  with  him,  that 
those  who  have  counselleel  his  Majesty  to 
conclude  any  peace,  are  responsible  for  the 
merit  of  the  terms  of  that  peace,  and  are 
liable  to  censure  if  they  appear  inconsistent 
with  the  national  honour  and  safety.  I  can- 
not, however,  allow,  that  after  the  peace  has 
been  concluded,  and  after  its  terms  have 
been  canvassed  and  approved,  if  circum- 
stances occur  which  render  the  continuance 
of  peace  impossible.  Ministers  are  to  be  ne- 
cessarily accused  of  having,  by  their  conduct, 
produced  these  circumstances.  With  respect 
to  his  Majesty's  right  of  declaring  war,  therei 
was  as  little  doubt  in  theory,  but  in  practice 
a  very  important  distinction  existed.  In  this 
declaration  might  be  involved  every  principle 
of  fL  free  constitution,  every  thing  connected 
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ui'th  the  property,  nay,  the  very  existence  of 
the  suhjtct.  The  Sovereign  might  be  ill 
xidvised,  and  experience  had  fully  proved  that 
this  is  not  merely  a  possible  case.  The  coun- 
try might  be  plunged  into  a  war,  of  which 
it  was  impossible  to  see  either  the  equity  or 
the  necessity.  It  might  be  continued  against 
the  will  of  the  Parliament  or  the  people ;  and 
the  whole,  or  part  of  every  man's  property 
rr.ight  be  wrested  from  him,  if  in  practice  this 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  were  carried  to  all 
the  extent  which  theory  supposed.  But 
such  a  construction  of  the  prerogative  strikes 
every  one  in  a  moment  as  monstrous:  and 
M'hile  in  theory  we  admit  the  power  of  the 
Sovereign  to  declare  war,  in  practice  and  in 
substance  we  possess  the  privilege  by  which 
alone  that  declaration  can  be  carried  into 
efFect.  This  privilege  is  founded  in  the  means 
we  possess  of  giving  or  withholding  the  ne- 
cessary supplies.  Tills  has  an  operation  to 
the  prevention  of  war  to  a  considerable  de- 
gree, though  it  is  only  the  privilege  of  the 
purse  which  we  enjoy :  this  House  must 
therefore  be  ncccs-sarily  parties  to  every  war. 
How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  Why,  the  mode  of 
our  becoming  parties  is  simple.  His  Majesty 
&11  in  cases  states  to  us  the  grounds  on  which 
he  has  thought  a  declaration  of  war  necessary; 
and  he  calls  upon  us  to  grant  the  supplies 
necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  this  contest. 
We  all  know  that  instances  are  not  wanting 
in  which  the  Sovereign  has  been  compelled  to 
relir,quish  a  war,  because  Parliament,  con- 
vinced of  its  injustice  and  ruinous  effects, 
no  longer  afforded  the  supplies.  I  will  not 
here  determine  how  far  the  American  war 
was  put  an  end  to  by  the  voice  of  Parliament; 
but  there  is  one  striking  instance  in  which 
a  war  was  pat  an  end  to  by  the  exercise  of 
this  constitutional  power,  and  that  was  the 
instance  in  which  the  Parliament  of  Charles  H. 
compelled  that  prince  to  relinquish  the  Dutch 
wwY.  Now  how  does  the  case  stand  at  pre- 
sent ?  and  here  I  will  rest  my  argument.  We 
know  that  in  practice  armaments  precede  any 
official  communication  from  the  Throne,  or 
any  vote  of  supply ;  and  I  trust,  that,  if 
danger  really  exists,  armaments  are  now  going 
on  with  a  rapidity  correspondent  to  the  emer- 
gency on  which  they  are  founded.  The 
certain  effect  of  the  vote  is  only  to  make  us 
direct  parties  to  any  war  to  which  these 
armaments  may  be  applied.  What  I  object 
to  then,  is  simply,  that  I  have  heard  no 
grounds  stated  to  justify  any  extraordinary 
preparation  ;  and  therefore  I  must,  on  con- 
stitutional principles,  enter  my  protest  against 
the  mode  of  proceeding  which  has  been 
adopted.  The  case  of  the  Russian  armament 
is  one  in  which  many  persons  were  desirous 
to  pursue  a  course  similar  to  that  now  ])ro- 
posed  to  be  adopted ;  but  I  do  not  think, 
vhen  the  consequences  of  that  armament 
sre  cons;dered,  that  the  proceedings  then 
aJopted     will    be    very    likely    to    encoura;je 


imitation.  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to 
reason  hypothetically  respecting  the  inde- 
pendence of  Parliament  in  granting  supplies 
for  carrying  on  any  war.  I  trust  that  we  are 
not  necessarily  to  be  constantly  guided  by  a 
spirit  of  humble  docility,  though  our  inde- 
pendence may  appear  n>ore  clearly  in  theory 
than  in  any  cases  of  modern  or  recent  ex- 
perience. In  whatever  we  choose  to  excrci.-e 
our  constitutional  right,  the  possibility  cf  its 
exercise  will  not  be  disputed.  Possibly  we 
might  think  that  negotiation  was  prefeiable 
at  a  moment  when  Ministers  had  plunged  the 
country  in  war;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
might  suppose,  that  measures  of  a  more  vi- 
gorous description  would  have  done  much 
more  for  the  national  hon(5urlhan  any  nego- 
tiation :  and  how  is  our  opinion  to  ha  ex- 
pressed, except  in  v,-ithho!ding  the  supplies 
before  we  bind  ourselves  to  become  parlies  to 
a  war  ?  I  therefore,  for  one,  contend  against 
the  House  of  Commons  being  a  mere  echo,  a 
mere  docile  receiver  of  whatever  communica- 
tion Ministers  may  think  proper  to  make 
under  the  form  of  a  message  fjoin  the  Throne. 
I  do  not  wish  to  flatter  Ministers  when  1  ^ay, 
that  I  believe  that  tlie  preparations  which  have 
been  recommended  are  founded  on  a  frv'm 
and  honest  conviction  of  their  expediency. 
I  will  not  suppose  that  they  would  willingly, 
and  without  reference  to  any  one  object  of 
advantage,  take  such  steps  if  they  did  not 
imagine  that  they  were  essential  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Their  interest,  as 
well  as  their  character,  equally  forbid  me  to 
suppose,  that  in  this  instance  they  are  de- 
ceiving the  House  or  the  public.  This  I 
have  no  difficulty  in  stating  generally,  thmigh 
I  must  add,  that  instances  of  the  guilt  to 
which  I  have  now  alluded,  are  not  entirely 
unknown.  But  let  Gentlemen  recollect,  that, 
with  the  best  intentions  in  the  world,  Ili- 
nisters  are  liable  to  error;  and  that  what  they 
conceive  to  be  wise  and  politic,  might,  if  ex? 
plained,  appear  unwise  and  inexpe<l!ent.  This 
I  must  only  say,  that  we  are  totally  without 
all  means  of  forming  any  judgment.  In  the 
message  f)f  his  Majesty,  or  in  the  speech  of 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  there  is  not  a  single  word 
stated  by  v.'hich  I  can  venture  to  form  any 
opinion  of  the  points  in  dispute.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  with  the  view  of  shewing,  that,  if 
a  rupture  should  take  place,  it  would  be  only 
the  natural  result  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
Now,  I  am  one  of  those  who  hold  a  v<;ry 
different  opinion;  and  without  hesitation  I  say, 
that,  if  war  does  now-  take  place,  thcr-e  is  no 
necessity  for  supposing  that  it  has  the  slightest 
connexion  with  that  tFeaty,  or  that  this  was 
a  treaty  not  fit  to  be  concluded,  I  titought, 
and  I  have  seen  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion, 
that  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  an  eligible 
treaty;  not  eligible  compared  with  other 
treaties,  thai  under  other  C'nnim.siances  might 
have  been  fnrmed,  but  tligibte  as,  fi:ecing  th* 
country  from  a  m  >st  d--,uuctive  war.  A\c 
*  i)h  I 
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we  to  be  told  tha*-  Ministers  d're  to  make  no 
peace,  because  the  unreasonab'e  ambition  of 
Frarce  may  new  dr've  us  to  the  renewal  of 
host'litiesr  Are  we  ^o  be  told  that  we  were 
to  wage  warf.'.re  till  we  had  obtained  a  satis- 
t;  c'.ory  assurance  oa  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
of  a  sincere  desire  to  cultivate  all  the  blessings 
of  tranouillity  in  the  true  spirit  of  peace  i  No 
reasonable  man  will,  1  believe,  hold  so  ex- 
traord  nary  an  op'nion   as  that  \"  bjch   I  have 


such  an  unfortunate  result,  I  profess  to  be 
totally  ignorant.  Whether  they  refer  to  the  • 
poFsessi:'n  of  Malta,  the  evacuation  of  Alex- 
andria, or  whatever  other  point  of  discussion 
they  involve,  I  have  no  means  of  forming  an 
opinion.  I  shall  just  say  generally,  that  if 
pur  national  rights  are  involved,  if  attempts 
have  been  made  to  lovier  that  rank  which 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  hold  among  the 
tates  of  Europe,    ar.d    all  attempts  at  ami- 


now  stated.     It  may  be  further  urged  against  1  cable  adjustment  have  failed,  then  I  have  no 
Ministers,  that  since  the  conclusion  of  peace    diiBculty  in   saying,  that  a  war,   undertaken 
lh<-y  have  shewn  too  much  forbearance,  that  ;  under    such    circumstances,    would    be  just; 
they  have    acted  too  much   in  the   spirit  of    Of  the  necessity  and  policy  of  such  a  war  no 
concession.     How  far   this  charge   is  true,  I    man  can  for  a  moment  doubt.     But  I  know 
have  no  rneana  of  determinimr,  though  there    it  is   said  that  it  ii  necessary  to  hold  out  to 
appears     no    reason    to    conclude   that   their    the    people    some   ostensible'   object   of    war 
disposition  to  conciliation    has  gone   beyond    beyond   what   is  the  real   object  of  contest: 
a  commendable  desiie  to  preserve  the  peace.  '  without   this  sort   of    language    the   national 
If  they  have  been  guilty  of  such  forbearance    enthusiasm  cannot  be  animatecl.     This  I  hold 
or  concession   as  has  in   the  sm.allest   degree    to  be  a  very  false  and  a  very  pernicious  doc- 
coinpromised   the    honour    or   safe*  y    of  the    trine.     If  a  war  is  really  necessary,  I  am  con- 
countjy,    uiTquestioviably   their    conduct   has    vinced  that  no  measure  of  this  sort  need  be 
been    highly  criminal;  but  this  is  no  conse-    resorted  to    to   animate   the   national   spirit, 
qnerice   of  their  having  concluded  the  treaty    False    pretensions  and    high-sounding    words 
oi' Amiens.     But  perhaps,   we  are  to  be  told,    do  not  appear  to  me  to  be'likely  to  animate 
that  it  \vas  impoli  ic  to   make  peace  till  we    the  energies  of  a  people.     Nothing,   indeed, 
had  a  vigorous  administration  to  support  it.    in  my  conception,  so  much  dispirits  a  people 
I  certainly  do  not  think  that  want  of  vigour    called  upon   to  make  great  exertions,  as  ig- 
in   any   administration    is  a   sufficient   reason    norance  of  the  precise  object  of  contest ;  and 
for   not  entering  into  a  war,  if  a  leg'timate    this  ignorance  was,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  one 
cause  of  war  exists.     As  an  objection  to  the    of  ttie  leading  causes   of  the  evils  which  the 
conclus'.-n   of  peace,    it  is  one  of  the  most    late  calamitous  contest  entailed  on  the  country, 
ridiculous   and    inconclusive    that    ever    was    After  the  experience  of  these  calamities,  no 
brought  fory.'ard.     If  M-nieters  have  conceded    one    would   wish   to  go  to   war   for   a   light 
too  much,  or  done  too  hltle  for  the  sujiport    object.     On  this  point  I  shall  speak  in  very 
of  the  honour  of  the  country,  they  have  in-  j  plain  terms.     If  war  is  unavoidable  for  great 
curred   a   very  giave    responsibility;    but  let    national  objects,  then  I  am  convinced  it  will 
not  this  be  liid  to  the  charge  of  the  treaty  of    be    sustained   with   a  corresponding   national 
Amiens.     If  I  am   fond  of  that  treaty,  it  is  '  energy  ;  but   at  all  events  let  that  object  be 
beciuse   it   was  the   means  of  ridding   us  of  i  fairly  and  fully  defined.     Do  not  let  us  again 
incumbrance     of  the  most  oppressive  kind ;  |  involve  the  country  in  the   same   calamities 
net    that  it   freed    us  from   connexion   with  j  which    the    want   of   a   specific    object    has 
allieS;.  for  allies  we  had  none  at  the  time  it !  already  made   us  so   severely  experience.     It 
was  concluded  ;  but  that  it  delivered  us  from  [  was  the   want   of  this   specific  object  which 
the  dete?table  and  abominable  principles  on;  made  the  people  cold  and  uninterested  through 
ivhich    the    late   war    was  conducted.     I   do  I  a   great   part   of  the   late  contest,    so  far  as 
sincerely    hope   that   we    shall   hear    nothing  1  events    on    the    continent    were    concerned, 
more   of  wars   undertaken   for   religion    and  j  though   loyal  and   unanimous  in  the  defence 
social   order.     I   speak  not  disrefpectfully  of:  of    the    country.      I    hope    and   trust   then, 
religion  or  of  the  blessings  of  social  order  ; !  that  before  Ministers  call   on  us  to  be  parties 
but  I  speak  of  that  detestable  hypocrisy  which 
held  forth  these  as  the  ostensible  objects  of 
contest,  while  we  were  all  along  fighting  for 


ends  of  a  nature  totally  different  and  oppo- 
s"'"c.  I  believe  that  such  hypocrisy  is  for 
ever  destroyed  ;  and  1  trust  that  as  long  as  a 
stntiment  of  justice,  as  long  as  a  detestation 
of  such  base  ^nd  infanious  deception,  shall  be 
reprobated  among  men,  fuch  attempts  to  im- 
}  o  c  on  a  gentrcus  people  must  be  held 
if,  eternal  ertcration.  If,  nnfcrtunately,  we 
aic  1o  be  doomed  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities, 
I  hope  thai  the  object  of  the  war  will  bp 
clearly  and  distinctly  urr'erstood.  Of  what 
a;e  the  suljecis  v>hic!i  may  eventually  lead  to 


another  war,  they  will  fa  rly  explain  the 
circumstances  which  have  given  rise  to  it, 
and  the  object  for  which  it  is  begun.  The 
R.t.  Hon.  Gent,  opposite  has  said  a  great  deal 
of  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to  Mi- 
nisters from  their  present  conduct ;  and  in 
this  I  fully  agree  with  him.  He  has  said 
something  of  the  reproach  which  he  may  have 
to  encounter  for  too  great  liberality  of  con^ 
cession.  On  this  point  allow  me  just  to  ex- 
press my  confidence,  that  he  will  never  be 
induced  by  any  fear  of  reproach  to  abandon 
a  system  of  conciliation,  so  long  as  it  is  con- 
siistent  with  honour,  and  promises  to  lea'd  to 
ah  arnic,ible   result.     I   shall  not  readily   be 
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accused  of  endeavouring  to  influence  Ministers 
to  go  to  the   opposite  extreme.     But  while  I 
am  the  advocate  of  conciliation,  I  shall  never 
be   the   apologist    of    dishonour.      My    Hon. 
Friend  has  spoken  of  the  present  government 
as  excluding  the  whole  ability  of  the  kingdom. 
On  this  point  I  \vish  not  at  present  to  enter : 
but  I   may  be  hist  permitted  to  say,  that  in  I 
the  prospect  of  war,  with  ;  iich  a  man  as  E  mI  St. 
Vincent  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
there  would  be  little  reason  to  dread  the  want  of 
suitable  preparation  ;  and  the  signal  naval  tri- 
umphs of  the  late    war   afFcrd    us   the   best 
grounds  to  hope  for  future  success.     Of  the 
merits  of  our  land  forces   no  man  thinks  more 
highly  than  I  do.     I  am  no  military  man  my- 
self; but  forming  my  judgment  .on  the  opinion 
of  those  best  qualified  to  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  believe  that  we  have  officers  equal  in 
skill  and  in  courage  to  any  officers  in  Europe. 
Of  our  troops,  my  opinion  is  not  less  favoiu"- 
able.     I  am  convinced,  that  in  any  contest  in 
which  they  might  be  called   upon  to  engage, 
they  would  be  found  fully  to  support  the  cha- 
racter which  they  have  so  long   maintained. 
Of  what  then  should   I  be  afraid  in  the  event 
of   the  renewal   of  war  ?    Of  subjugation  to 
France  !   The  idea  cannot  for  a  moment  be  in- 
dulged.   When,  however,  I  consider  the  many 
vulnerable  points   in    our   situation — when    I 
take  a  view  of  the  whole  state  of  the  empire — 
when  1  look  even  to   our  financial  resources, 
though  in  some  points  of  view  their  appear- 
ance  is   flourishing  —  when    I    take   all   these 
things  into  consideration,  I  cannot  but  think 
the  renewal  of  war  is   a  most  grievous  cala- 
mity.    Though  for  years  we  should  on  every 
occasion  be  successful,  though  every  expedi- 
tion should  be  crowned  with  glory,  still  pro- 
longation, even  of  a  successful  contest,  could 
hot  but  be  infinitely  calamitous — The  Hon. 
Member,  after  a  few  more  remarks,  concluded 
by  declaring  that  he  should  not  vote  against 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Francis  begged  the  permission  of  the 
committee  that  he  might  explain  the  senti- 
ment which  had  fallen  from  him  in  the  course 
of  his  former  speech,  and  which  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  Hon.  Member  who  spoke 
last.  He  certainly  did  say,  that  "  the  whole 
ability  of  the  nation  was  excluded  from  its 
councils  ;"  but,  at  the  same  time  that  he  said 
this,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
entertained  the  highest  respect  for  both  our 
army  and  our  navy;  it  was  not  only  the  No- 
ble Lord  (St.  Vincent)  to  whom  his  Hon. 
Friend  had  alluded ;  but  he  was  convinced 
that  there  were  many,  very  m.any  men  of  the 
f.rst  ability  in  the  country  engaged  in  both 
these  departments.  He  therefore  did  not  m- 
tend  that  the/  should  by  any  means  be  included 
in  that  general  expression. 

Mr.  Burroughs  declared  that  he  thoughi. 
it  an  oatrage  on  the  coiistitii'tion  for  any  G.en- 


tleman  to  demand  or  require  any  explanation 
at  the   present   crisis.     Ministers  ought  not, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  to  disclose 
any   information   which,    in    consequence    of 
their  official  capacity,  they  might  be  possessed 
of;  it   was  contrary  to  their  duty  to  do  so. 
Other  Gentlemen  might  entertain  their  parti- 
cular objections  to  the  measure  now  before 
the  House  ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  thought  it 
fit  and  proper  to  attend  to  tne  words   of  his 
Majesty's  message.     It  stated  that  great  arma- 
ments were  preparing  in  the  ports  of  France 
and  Holland,  and  that  at  the  same  time  im- 
portant discussions  are  going  on  between  their 
government  and  ours.     Under   such   circum- 
stances he  thought  it  our  duty  to  arm  also; 
I  and  the  demand  of  10,000  seamen  appeared 
!  to  him  very  moderate  ;  so  much  so,  indeed, 
'  that  he  was  inclined  to  draw  a  very  satisfactory 
j  inference  from  thence,  and  conclude  that  war 
was   not  inevitable.     If   Ministers  had  come 
forward  with  a  demand  to  the  amount  an  Hon. 
I  Gent,  had  just  now  proposed  (Mr.  Dent),  of 
I  25,000  men,  he  then  should  have  taken  alarm, 

■  and  concluded  that  war  was  certain;  but  with 
this  moderate  supply  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied, and  he  thought  it  the  best  ground  for 

'  confidence  in  Minis'ers,  that  we  see  they  are 
not  disposed  to  leave  the  shores  of  this  coun- 
try, or  of  Ireland,  in  a  defenceless  state.     AVe 

.  were  not  now  engaged,  the  Hon.  Gent,  said, 

;  in  actual  hostilities ;  but  if  we  were,  we  had 
this  con-olation,  that  we  were  not  fallen  or 
degraded  as  other  nations  were ;  we  were  still 
in  a  situation  capable  of  exertion  sufficient  to 
resist  the  ambition  or  the  baseness  of  any- 
neighbour,    however  powerful    he  might  be. 

i  He  should  now  conclude  with  giving  his  most 
hearty  assent  to  the  vote  upon  their  table. 

i      Lord  Hawkesbury  next  rose. — I  agree, 

■  said  he,  with  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke  last 
in  much  of  what  they  have  advanced  on  the 

I  present  occasion.     But  I  chiefly  rise  shortly 
to  observe  on   the   doctrine   which  the  Hon. 
1  Gent,  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  Fox)  has  endea- 
!  voured  to   inculcate.     I  perfectly   acquiesce 
'  with   him,    indeed,    in    the   general  constitu- 
tional principle  on  which  he  seemed  disposed 
!  to   ground   his  observations ;  and  diflcr  with 
'  him  only  respecting  the  application  which  he 
has  made  of  it.     No  doubt  there  is  a  wide 
difFerence    between    the    prerogative    of   the 
Crown,  when  it  is  exercised  in  negotiating  and 
I  concluding  peace,  and  when  it  is  exerted  in 
I  preparations   for   and  a   declaration    of   war. 
I  In  opening  negotiations  for  peace,  and  in  con- 
cluding them,  the  exercise  of  the  pra-ogative 
of  the  Crown  is  unlimited  ;  though  it  be  com- 
petent afterwards  for  Parliament  to  canvass 
and  consider  the  nature  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  peace  has  been  concluded,  and  to  im- 
peach   Ministers  and  propose   their   renicval 
from  office,  if  the  terms  of  the  treaty  betray 
incapacity  on  their  part.     But  as  the  question 
of  war  invclves  a  much  greater  magnitude  of 
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difficulties  and  dangers,  so  should  the  House 
be  placed  (and  in  reality  it  so  stands)  in  a  very 
different  posture  respecting  that  ir.onitntous 
question.  Most  undoubtedly  the  Hon.  Gent. 
(Mr.  Fox)  is  perfectly  justified  in  asserting 
that  the  prerogative  of  this  House  in  granting 
or  withholding  the  supplies,  should  be  held  as 
sacred  as  that  of  his  Majesty  in  declaring  war; 
and  though  the  House  miiy  not  possess  a  ne- 
gative on  the  act  of  declaring  war,  yet  it  most 
certainly  can  exert  a  practical  negative  on  the 
continuance  or  the  termination  of"  a  war,  by 
granting  or  withholding  the  supplies  necessary 
to  its  prosecution.  This  privilege  of  the 
House  grows  out  of  the  nature  of  he  consti- 
tution, and  I  hold  it,  wiih  the  Hon.  Gent,  as 
highly  essential  to  the  interests  and  rights  of 
the  nation. — As  to  the  degree  of  infoniiation 
which,  on  points  like  the  present,  the  House 
is  entitled  to  call  for  on  Ministers,  I  must 
now  beg  leave  to  ofFer  a  few  observations.  In 
cases  like  the  present,  where  the  objects  in 
view  are  not  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and 
where  measures,  simply  of  precaution,  are 
proposed,  Ministers  may  think  it  their  duty 
not  to  atTord  more  than  what  may  justify  the 
measure  they  bring  forward.  After  the  cir- 
cumstances which  called  for  that  measure  are  : 
brought  to  issue,  then  if  the  degree  of  inform- 
ation that  has  been  afforded  to  the  House 
appear  insufficient,  is  it  not  in  the  power  of 
fhe  House  to  move  an  address  to  his  Maiesty 
for  the  production  of  additional  and  more  sa- 
tisfactory information  ? — The  case  of  war  is, 
no  doubt,  a  case  which  prima  fade  would 
justify  Parliament  in  calling  for  all  possible 
informatuiu  :  it  is  the  duty,  and  the  serious 
duty  of  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  grounds 
and  causes  of  war,  and  cautiously  to  examine 
■whether  they  be  necessary  and  just.  But  in  a 
case  of  peace,  although  the  terms  of  that 
peace  might  not  be  looked  upon  as  satisfac- 
tory, yet  the  same  degree  of  information  re- 
specting the  mode  in  which  it  was  negotiated 
should  not  be  insisted  upon.  Besides,  the  two 
cases  differ  materially  from  each  other.  The 
inconveniencies  that  may  attend  the  one  arc 
inuch  greater  than  what  might  ensue  from  the 
other.  In  the  case  of  war,  those  inconveni- 
encies are  comparatively  small :  but  in  that  (^f 
peace,  after  all  diiTerences  and  bickerings  were 
amicably  adjusted  and  composed,  how  serious 
might  be  the  inconveniencies  th  it  would  re- 
sult from  exposing  to  Parliament  all  the  irri- 
tating circimistances  that  may  have  attended 
the  progress  of  a  negotiation,  while  no  one 
adev]uate  advantage  or  benefit  could  be  ex- 
pected from  an  uncalled  for  revealing  of  them? 
TsTeithcr  am  1  here  going  so  far  as  to  say,  that  ! 
if  peace  should  be  the  result,  no  inform- 
ation should  be  afforded  respecting  such  an  1 
event.  I  merely  contend,  that  such  disclo-  j 
sures  should  be  alloAved  much  to  depend  on  ' 
circumstances,  much  on  the  nature  of  the  I 
arrangement  concluded,  and  much  on  the  pru-  ; 
ileuce  of  Mini  iters,  respcctinK  whiit  mi'^ht  be 


proper  for  them  to  disclose.  These  few  ob- 
servations, I  imagine,  were  called  for  r;pon 
the  general  principle,  and  the  nature  of  the 
doctrine  which  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  hag 
laid  down. — The  House,  I  trust,  will  now  in- 
dulge me  in  a  remark  or  two  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  it;  but  first  I  must  beg  leave  to  ad- 
vert to  an  expression  which  dropped  from  the 
Hon.  Gent,  (Mr,  Fox)  in  the  course  of  his  ob- 
servations. The  expression  I  allude  to  is  that 
in  which  the  Hon.  Gent,  seemed  to  insinuate, 
that  by  the  vote  given  on  the  question  now 
before  the  House,  the  House  would  be  com- 
mitted to  approve  a  war.  I  here  again  am 
ready  to  repeat',  that  the  House  should  not 
give  its  countenance  to  any  war,  unless  it 
were  in  complete  possession  of  the  grounds 
on  which  that  war  was  to  be  entered  on, 
and  thereby  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  it 
was  just  and  necessary,  or  otherwise.  But 
neither  by  the  vote  of  this  night,  nor  by  that 
given  on  a  former  night  on  the  question  0/ 
the  address,  was  the  House  by  any  means 
committed  to  support  a  war.  Ministers  called 
merely  for  the  means  of  taking  such  precau- 
tions as  prudence  might  suggest,  while  nego- 
tiations were  subsisting,  and  while  prepara- 
tions were  making  on  the  part  of  one  of  the 
powers,  which,  on  a  contrary  issue  to  that 
which  was  earnestly  looked  for,  might  be  con- 
verted into  means  of  hostile  aggression.  The 
same  information  was  therefore  not  to  be  ex- 
pected in  the  case  of  an  armament,  proposed 
under  such  circumstances,  as  if  it  was  defrni- 
tively  intended  for  the  resumption  of  hostili- 
ties. The  Hon.  Gent,  in  alluding  to  the  Rus- 
sian armament,  seemed  inclined  to  assimilate 
it  to  the  present  case ;  but  the  comparison  I 
do  not  think  very  ju.st.  That  was  a  question 
upon  which  a  great  difference  of  opinion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  own  reasoning 
upon  it  did  not  well  apply  to  the  present  mea- 
sure. Could  a  war  between  Russia  and  Turkey 
immediately  affect  our  security?  or  rather,  was 
not  that  armament  intended  to  maintain  the 
political  balance  of  po\^'er  ?  If  that  armament 
had  no  other  ofijcct  in  view  than  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  balance  of  power,  and  was  em- 
barked in  for  political  reasons  only,  then  per- 
haps I  might  say,  let  us  have  no  war  with 
Russia  for  such  reasons.  There  have,  how- 
ever, been  times  and  circumstances  when  a 
mere  anr.ainent  in  the  ports  of  a  rival  power 
(in  the  port  of  Brest,  for  example),  though 
there  appeared  no  adequate  reason  to  suppose 
it  to  be  intended  for  hostile  purposes,  yet  1 
conceive  it  should  induce  Government  to  arm 
in  like  manner  here  ;  and  how  could  such  as 
armament  be  i^repared  without  a  message  from 
his  Majesty,  such  as  has  been  brought  down 
upon  the  present  occasion  ?  If  then,  in  such  a 
case,  an  armament  is  judged  advisable,  how 
much  more  expedient,  or  rather  necessr.ry, 
must  it  be  to  adopt  a  similar  precaution,  when 
not  only  a  l.irge  armament  is  fitting  out  in  t!i«: 
ports  of  a  rival  -.lalioii,  but  even  \\lulc  to  that 
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circumstance  Is  .Tdded  a  pciidini;  nepotiation  of 
considerable  importance.  For  even  although 
that  armuniciit  sliould  really  be  intended  tor 
its  avoueti  I'ltiposes,  yet  if  the  iie^/xiaiiun 
ended  in  a  rupture,  would  tlic  Mouse,  in  sucli 
a  possible  case,  liesitale  to  vote  the  nunil)er 
of  seamen  now  proposed,  even  as  a  measure 
of  mere  precaution?  In  that  li^ht  alone  it 
should  now  be  viewed,  nor  would  the  V(jtc  of 
tlii?,  nij;ht  pledge  Parliament  to  any  thing  far- 
ther. 1'he  subject  would  sMU  be  open  to  fur- 
ther inquiry  and  discussion,  when  fuilher 
conmiunications  should  be  received  respecting 
tlie  [irogress  or  issue  of  liie  negotiation.  Even 
7iiy  ki.  Hon.  Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kxcluquei)  has  also  assured  the  House,  that 
no  aitein(>t  should  be  made  to  con:mir  Parlia- 
inent  any  further,  uithout  his  previously  hav- 
ing laici  before  them  every  possible  intoi  in.i- 
tion  upon  wliii  h  to  form  a  fait  and  accurate 
hidiiincnt  of  the  case. — Now  let  me  assure 
those  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Francis), 
thai  Ministers  do  not  pretend  to  call  ior  any 
greater  degree  of  confidence  tiian  what  tlie 
spirit  of  the  constitution  usually  grants  to  per- 
sons in  their  situation,  a  degree  ot  contidence 
which  is  generally  atf'oided  to  Government,  to 
whatever  hands  it  m.iy  be  intrusted  ;  and  no 
f  rejier  degree  of  confidence  lias  any  Ministry 
a  right  to  demand  than  what  is  founded  on  tiie 
o})inion  Parliament  entertains  of  their  princi- 
ples and  conduct.  All  that  I  request  or  can 
expect  on  llie  present  or  any  futuie  occasion 
is,  that  Ministers  be  fairly  dealt  with,  and  that 
the  House  do  not  prejudge  their  conduct,  un- 
less, upon  due  examination  and  inquiry,  they 
find  we  have  forfeited  their  confidence.  From 
the  first  hour  we  entered  into  ofTice,  we  had 
severe  difliculiies  to  struggle  vvitli,  and  our 
best  efforts  have  been  eagerly  exerted  in  per- 
forming our  duty  to  our  King  and  counn  v. 
WJialever  our  conduct  may  be,  we  shall  al- 
ways be  ready  to  explain  it,  and  to  l;iy  befoie 
tlie  House  every  possible  ground  by  wh/uh 
that  conduct  may  be  judged,  in  the  hopes  that 
the  circiuustances  attending  it  will  he  fairly 
considered,  and  that  we  may  be  permitted  to 
Stand  or  fall  in  the  opinion  of  Parliament  and 
the  country.  As  to  the  proposed  amendment, 
1  do  not  well  see  how  the  House  can  possibly 
adopt  it.  It  was  usual  enougli  for  tlie  House 
to  agree  to  the  nundjer  of  men  proposed  to  be 
voted  ;  but  tiiere  were  few  instances  in  whicii 
a  greater  number  was  proposed.  If  the  prc- 
icnt  question  was  agreed  ro,  our  naval  fotce 
wiHild  consist  of  6o',ooo  men  ;  and  if  hereafter 
it  should  apjiear  that  a  larger  number  was  ne- 
cessary, tliere  would  be  no  diftit.ulty  in  in- 
creasing it. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  explanation,  said,  that  lie  was 
hap;>y  to  have  the  Noble  Lord's  concurrence 
in  the  constitutional  principle  fie  liad  advanced. 
Wiien  lie  said  that  the  vote  of  this  night  would 
make  the  House  parties  to  the  war,  he  per- 
Jiaps  might  have  expTessed  himself  mote  ac- 
tt4rate'y  by  sayjng,  tliat  it   would  make  them 


parties  to  the  armament  ;  and  should  the  ar- 
mament produce  a  war,  then  would  not  the 
House  be  indirectly,  at  least,  parties  to  it  ?  It 
is  notorious  that  armaments  are  preparing  ia 
the  ports  of  France  and  Holland,  but  their 
destiniiion  is  not  posliively  known;  yet  it 
may  be  piO|icr  to  arm  in  consequence  ;  but 
tlie  House  wus  not  merely  told  of  tlie  exist- 
ence of  those  armamenis,  but  they  were  also 
informed  that  important  negotiations  vsere  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  countries;  when, 
therefore,  the  discussion  is  coupled  with  tlie 
armament,  the  House  is  made  a  party  not  only 
to  the  armament,  but  is  also  called  upon  to 
sanction  the  importance  of  the  negotiation 
with  which  it  is  connected.  Tlie  Hon.  Gent, 
in  support  of  his  opinion,  that  more  informa- 
tion sliould  be  given  beiure  the  House  agreed 
t(j  the  vote,  quoteil  two  motions  made  by  an 
Hon.  Friend  ot  his  (Mr.  'I'.  Grenville)  at  the 
time  when  tlie  Russian  armament  was  pro- 
posed :  the  tendency  of  those  motions  was, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  duly  to  in- 
quire into  those  objects  for  which  fresh  bur- 
dens were  to  be  imposed  on  the  people.  Did 
the  House  inquire  sufficiently  into  the  object 
that  now  called  for  fresh  burdens  on  the  coun- 
try ?  If  they  did  not,  they  deviated  from  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  which  says.  Do  not 
vote  away  the  money  of  the  people  without 
Solid  reasons  to  justify  such  a  vutc. 

Lord  HAWKESBt;RY  explained,  and  said, 
that  if,  on  the  mere  ground  of  an  armament 
on  the  part  of  a  rival  power,  it  was  right  to 
}iropose  a  proportionate  armament  on  the  side 
of  this  country,  stiiely  such  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution must  be  doubly  necessary  when  the 
armament  was  connected  with  a  negotiation 
wiiicli  possibly  might  tciminatc  in  a  rupture. 

Mr.  Elliott  complained  of  the  scarcity 
of  information  with  winch  liie  House  had  been 
supplied.  He  was  always  willing  to  give  every 
support  in  his  power  towards  the  defence  of 
tlie  country,  whenever  Minisiers  urged  a  suf- 
ficient reason,  or  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try appeared  to  demand  it ;  but  he-  must  com- 
plain of  the  sort  of  systematic  darkness  in 
which  Ministeis  wished  to  keep  that  House. 
In  former  times  the  custom  constantly  pre- 
vailed, whenever  such  a  vole  was  submitted  to 
the  House  as  that  now  upon  their  table,  uni- 
formly to  afford  the  most  full  and  satisfactory 
infoimation  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  that 
they  might  judge  whether  it  was  such  as  pro. 
perly  required  the  vote  proposed  by  Admi- 
nistration. Ever  since  t!ie  treaty  of  Amiens 
had  been  concluded,  that  House  had  not  been 
put  in  possession  at  a  single  word  ot  informa- 
tion as  to  the  exterior  relations  of  the  country. 
The  parliamentary  history  of  th.e  country  jus- 
tified Jiim  in  the  observation,  that  it  was  ex- 
tiemcly  improper  and  unwise  to  go  on  session 
after  session,  without  such  information  as  we 
had  formerly  been  accustomed  to  receive 
v\  hen  votes  of  men  and  money  were  demanded. 
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However,  considering  himself  not  pledged  to 
any  thing  fui  tiier  than  as  a  measure  ol  pte- 
caution,  lie  gave  his  vote  for  tlic  measure  now 
jsefore  the  committee. 

Mr.    Canning    began  by  observing,    that 
the  difficuhy  he  felt  in  rising  on  the  pn^sent 
occasion   was  greatly  lessened  by  ihe  speeches 
lie  liad  just   heard.     When  he  rose  to  express 
3iis  sentiments  on  a  foimer  question  (the  mo- 
tion on  the  address),  it  was  by  no  means  his 
anlention   to  disturb  the  unanimity  by  which 
that  question  was  caiiied  :   all  he  wished  then 
was  to  obtain  some  information  ;  but  on  calling 
ior  it  he  received  for  answer,  which,  nodonb', 
conveyed  great  news  to  him,   viz.   that  he  was 
at  libei  ty  to   move   for  such   papers  <<&  might 
aiford  liim  inturniation.    Information  he  should 
not  now  look  for.     He  was  now   so  situated, 
tliat  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  his  vote  on 
<he  present  question.     Wh.en  the  country  v.'as 
-Stated  to  be  in  danger,  he  should  not  pause  to 
ask  in  what  kind  of  hands  tlie  reins  of  govern- 
ment were  placed.     He  was  ready  and  anxious 
to  go  as  far  as  any  man   in  endeavouring  to 
place  the  country  in  a  state  of  security;   but 
if  Ministers  give  no  precise  idea  of  the  degree 
of  the  dangei,  how  was  the  House  enabled  to 
jiroportion  the   means  of  defence  ?   He  should 
'willingly  vote  foi'  tlie  niuuber  of  seamen  pro- 
posed by  Ministers,  or  for  any  other  means  of 
defence  the  nature  of  our  circumstances  might 
require.     1  hose  means  of  defence  are  called 
for  on  two  grounds  stated  in  both  pai  ts  of  the 
address:   one,  the  armaments  in  the  pons  of 
France  and  Holland;    the   otiier,  the   arma- 
ment as  connected  wnh  the  negotiations  now  ' 
subsisting.     His  Noble  Friend  (Lord  Hawkes-  j 
tury)  had  observed  that  a  mere  armament,  in  | 
a  state  of  profoimd  peace,  was  suliicient  to  jus-  j 
tify   a  similar  armament  on   the   part  of  this 
■country,  without  adducing  anv  information  in  ! 
support  of  the  measure,  but  tlie  mere  appear-  I 
ances.    Agreed  :  but  ihe  case  before  the  House  ! 
was  different.     There  were  additional  circum-  ' 
stances  in  the  present  case,  which  called  for 
additional  infujmation  ;  and  when   both   were 
joined  together,   tlie   necessity  of  information 
was  still  more  urgent.     On  a  former  occasion, 
\vhen  the  first  expeditioti   sailed   from  France 
for    St.    Domingo,    how   were    those    persons 
treated  by  Ministers  who  veiuured    to  call  in  , 
question  the  innocence  and  s'licerity  of  Buo-  I 
naparte's  intentions.^   Were  thev  not  arraigned  | 
as  endeavouring  to  create  ill  blood  between  ' 
the  two  countries  ?   Now,  however,  the  inten-  i 
tions  of  the   First  Consul   may  be   questioned 
■without  dreading  any  rebuke  from  Ministers. 
They  even  go  so  far  as  to  put  doubts  in  the 
mouth  of  his  Majesty  re.'^pecting  the  d<=stina- 
rion    of    the   armaments   carryirig   on    in    the 
Irench  ports.     The  armament  at   the  present 
moment  would  no  doubt  be  unaniinously  ap- 
proved of  as  a  measure  of  precauiion  ;  but  as 
Eoon  as    the   appearance    or   apprehension    of 
danger  passed  over,  sonic  Gentlemen   might' 
think  ditFerently  about  it.     Many    who  now 


cheerfully  voted  for  it,  would  think  it  no  longer 
necessaiv,  it  tney  found  the  French  expedi- 
tions had  saled  for  their  desimation.  He 
s!  ould  not  be  ot  that  number.  It  was  not 
against  invasion  only  that  we  should  be  pre- 
pared ;  we  slKHild  be  so  ar.ied — we  should 
arm  Ministers  with  a  force  to  enable  them  to 
bring  to  issue  those  discussions  which  had 
long,  too  long  been  depending.  They  should 
be  enabled  to  cnange  a  nominal  and  insecure 
repose  into  a  leal  and  solid  peace.  He  was 
ready  to  confer  any  power  on  thein  by  which 
they'might  convert  doubt  into  certainty,  mys- 
tery into  eclairc'ssement.  He  was  anxious  to 
behold  the  ticaiv  of  Amiens  consolidated  — 
at  lenuih  to  be  informed  what  the  country  had 
to  expect,  and  when  it  was  to  enjoy  the  real 
blessings  of  peace,  instead  of  being  left  in  a 
situation  woisethan  that  of  any  war — a  situa- 
ti(m  which  had  no  naine  or  example  in  liistory 
— a  sitiiaiion  whicli  exposed  th.e  country  to  a 
degree  of  agitation,  anxiety,  and  alarm,  greater 
than  accompanied  any  war — a  situation  which 
had  given  a  greater  shock  to  public  confidence 
and  yuiblic  quiet  than  any  contest  the  country 
could  possibly  be  engaged  in.  It  was  indeed 
to  be  hoped  that  a  real  peace  might  be  ob- 
tained without  the  renewal  of  hoitilities;  but 
then  it  must  he  obtained  by  a  firm  tone,  by 
vigorous  measures,  by  cordial  luianimity.  But 
afier  being  so  long  baffled  and  deluded,  if 
Ministers  sliould  let  the  present  opportunity- 
escape  from  them,  in  what  state  would  the 
country  be  left,  but  in  that  slumber  which  did 
not  recruit  her  strength,  but  harassed  her 
imaginjtion  with  terrific  dreams?  If  Ministers 
did  not  employ  the  resources  of  the  country 
to  rescue  it  once  for  all  from  so  deplorable  a 
situation,  they  would  frustrate  the  object  of 
tlie  present  vote,  and  disappoint  the  hopes 
which  the  House  might  be  inclined  to  entertain 
from  its  unanimity. 

Sir  William  Pjjlteney  observed,  that 
the  country  might  be  reluctant  to  enter  into  a 
war,  of  which  the  people  could  not  perceive 
the  precise  object.  But  if  once  they  were 
shewn  and  enabled  to  see  that  a  war  was  una- 
voidable, they  would  cordially  and  imani- 
moiisly  determine  upon  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  it.  An  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  had  said, 
that  if  the  armament  in  the  French  ports  alone 
was  propcjsed  as  the  ground  of  adopting  mea- 
sures of  precaiuion,  he  should  not  call  for  any 
information  to  induce  him  to  support  the  ques^ 
tion  ;  but  when  that  measure  of  precauiion 
had  further  in  view  a  pending  negotiation^ 
then  he  conceived  that  some  further  informa- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  House,  He  dif- 
fered entirely  from  the  Hon.  Gent,  on  this 
point,  for  it  must  be  injurious  to  all  negotia- 
tion >  that  unseasonable  informati(jn  should  be 
called  for  or  gianted  respecting  tJiem.  If  se- 
crecy was  not  necessaiy  on  such  occasions, 
why  intrusr  the  power  of  war  or  peace  to  tlie 
executive  government  ?  Producing  informa- 
tion on  such  subjects,  could  only  iriitate— si« 
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lence  and  secrecy  promoted  pacification.  Be- 
sides, Ministers  were  under  an  awful  respon- 
sibility, and  would  they  attempt  to  carry  on  a 
war,  wliile  the  House  had  the  power  to  say 
No,  and  refuse  the  supplies?  Now,  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  the  time  to  sliew  all  turope  that 
this  country  was  prepared  for  any  alternative. 
He  hoped,  indeed,  it  was  so  prepared  as  to  be 
enabled  to  meet  any  hostile  attempt,  not  only 
with  its  fleets,  but  that  precaution:)  were  also 
taken  for  its  internal  defence  and  security. 
That  the  country  was  not  able  to  enter  into 
sucii  a  contesr,  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
Hon.  Gent.  (iMr.  Fox).  It  was  as  able  as 
ever;  and  since,  to  every  considerate  observer, 
it  must  appear  that  a  struggle  must  come  be- 
tween England  and  France,  it  was  better  it 
should  cometiow  than  hereafter.  France  was 
not  so  well  prepared  to  meet  it  as  some  per- 
sons would  imagine,  while  this  country  was 
never  better  able  to  enter  the  lists  with  her. 
It  was  obvious  a  struggle  between  the  two 
countries  cannot  be  far  distant;  it  would  be  a 
terrible  one,  and  must  I'equire  all  our  united 
strength  and  best-combined  exertions. 

Mr.  Trench  said,  he  thought  proper  to 
make  two  observations  to  the  committee  :  the 
one  respecting  a  remark  made  by  an  Hon. 
Gent.  (Mr.  Canning)  as  to  the  words  of  his 
Majesty's  message — '*  avowedly  for  colonial 
purposes."  That  Hon.  Gent,  has  said,  that 
such  words  being  put  into  that  most  gracious 
commimication,  indicated  a  doubt  of  Buona- 
parte's good  intention,  which,  perhaps,  in  all 
the  circumstances.  Ministers  were  not  war- 
ranted in  doing.  The  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr. 
Trench)  observed  on  this,  that  an  enemy,  or 
person  having  hostile  intentions  against  the 
country,  most  certainly  would  not  acquaint  us 
with  what  was  tiie  nature  of  his  designs ; 
therefore,  as  we  at  present  could  only  have 
their  declaration  upon  the  fact  of  the  arma- 
nient,  of  which,  no  doubt,  his  Majesty'i  Mi- 
nisters have  certain  information,  we  could 
consider  this  as  no  other  than  tlie  avowed  pur- 
pose. The  oilier  was,  with  respect  to  a  point 
in  tlie  speecli  ot  an  Hon.  Gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Fox)  :  he  had  declared,  tliat  he  shoidd  not 
think  himself  nor  tiie  House  committed  as  to 
the  war,  by  tiie  vote  which  he  or  they  might 
give  to  the  measure  now  Gubuutted  to  their 
consideration  :  he  (Mr.  Trench)  should  go 
farther  than  him;  he  should  say  he  did  not 
consider  himself  pledged  even  to  the  arma- 
ment, by  voting  as  he  now  did  for  the  supply, 
which  was  the  object  of  the  present  commit- 
tee; lie  considered  himself  as  only  pledged  to 
a  measure  of  precaution. 

Mr,  S.  Thornton  professed  himself  ready, 
not  only  to  vote  for  the  10,000  seamen,  but 
also  to  propose  the  means  of  raising  them  im- 
mediately. 

Mr.  Canning  advised  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Dent)  to  withdraw  lijs  amendment ;  observing; 
Vot.  III. 
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that,  if  he  persisted  in  it,  it  might  endanger 
that  unanimity  which  was  so  very  desirable  on 
the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Dent  acquiesced,  with  the  consent  of 
tlie  House. 

The  question  was  tlien  put  on  the  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to  nem.  con. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  Mar.  14. — (See  Minutes,  />.  428.) 
[Prince  of  wales's  annuity  bill.]— 
Lord  Pelham  moved  the  order  of  tlie  day 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
annuity  bill;  which  being  read,  the  Noble  Se- 
cretary of  State  observed,  he  deemed  it  unne- 
cessary to  trouble  their  Lordships  at  any  length 
in  the  present  instance.  It  was  generally 
known  to  the  House,  that  by  the  bill  for  the 
arrangement  of  his  R.  H.'s  affairs  in  1795,  a 
portion  of  the  aggregate  then  allotted  him  was 
set  apart  and  vested  in  Commissioners,  for  tlie 
gradual  discharge  of  his  R.  H.'s  debts. ^  The 
present  bill  proceeded  from  his  Majesty's  gra- 
cious message  to  both  Houses  on  the  occasion, 
and  was  meant  in  a  great  degree  as  an  antici- 
pation of  the  act  of  1795,  and  by  it  the  opera, 
tion  of  that  act  for  discharging  the  remaining 
debts  in  four  years,  was  fully  provided  for. 
But  his  Majesty,  desirous  that  so  illustrious  a 
bianch  of  his  Royal  Family  as  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  should  be  restored  to  that  degree  of 
state  and  dignity  becoming  his  rank  and  sta- 
tion, had  sent  the  communication  alluded  to 
to  Parliament,  and  upon  which  the  present  bill 
was  founded.  With' these  observations,  in  the 
present  instance,  he  sliould  move  that  the  bill 
be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  said,  he  should  detain 
their  Lordships  very  shortly  on  the  present 
occasion  ;  but  as  he  had  the  honour  of  being 
one  of  his  R.  H.'s  council  for  the  dutchy 
of  Cornwall,  he  had  autliority  to  declare,  that 
his  R.  H.  felt  the  most  dutiful  and  affectionate 
regard,  first,  to  his  Majesty,  for  his  most  gra- 
cious interposition,  and  to  Parliament  for  its 
liberality  on  the  occasion,  as  tnanifesied  by 
the  present  bill.  However,  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  state  on  tlie  part  of  his  R.  H.  that 
there  still  remained  son-.e  claims  upon  him, 
which  in  honour  and  justice  he  felt  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  discharge  :  for  this  purpose  he 
should  think  it  necess^ary  to  create  a  pretty 
large  sinking  fund  out  of  the  aggregate  of  h^s 
income,  as  it  was  the  wish  of  iiis  R.  H.  that 
those  claims  should  be  cltarcd  f  ff  jireviously 
to  his  assuming  that  degree  of  state  and  dig- 
nity with  which  tlie  public  at  large,  and  the 
Parliament,  had  expiessed  their  wishes  to  see 
the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown  invested. 
These  claims  were  Jiotof  a  secret  nattire;  the 
public  were  aware  of  them ;  it  was  therefore 
unnecessary  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  them 


5951 


PARLIAMENTARY   DEBATES.— [Makch  14.] 


[1396 


at  present;  but  his  R.  H.  thought  it  proper  to 
have  thus  much  stated,  in  order  to  avoid  any 
imputation  of  unfairness  on  his  part,  of  having, 
in  the  least,  contributed  to  baulk  the  public 
expectation  in  seeing  him  immediately  resume 
his  full  state  and  dignity.  With  respect  to  his 
R.  H's  claims  on  the  revenues  of  the  dutchy 
of  Cornwall,  from  1762  to  1783,  he  had,  from 
the  best  legal  advice,  been  satisfied  of  the  va- 
lidity of  those  claims,  and  accordingly  insti- 
tuted a  suit  for  their  recovery ;  but  in  con- 
sideration of  his  Majesty's  royal  interposition, 
and  the  liberal  conduct  of  Parliament,  with 
respect  to  the  present  bill,  added  to  other  con- 
siderations, which  to  the  infinite  honour  of  his 
R.  H.  had  made  a  due  impression  on  his  mind, 
he  had  given  directions  to  his  law  officers  to 
drop  the  suit. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  obsei-ved,  it  might  be 
in  the  recollection  of  their  Lordships,  what  he 
said  on  a  former  occasion  relative  to  his  inten- 
tion to  bring  forward  a  specific  proposition  on 
the  subject  before  the  House.  That  intention 
might  have  remained,  did  not  some  very  serious 
and  important  considerations  induce  him  to  de- 
part from  it.  First,  the  satisfactory  statement 
they  had  heard  from  the  Noble  Earl  who  last 
spoke, which  maybe  regardedto  a  certain  degree 
as  coming  from  authority,  should,  with  a  refer- 
ence to  the  respect  and  decorum  which  they  all 
felt  due  to  the  illustrious  personage  in  ques- 
tion, induce  him  to  forego  it.  Another  con- 
sideration, and  which  operated  still  more  for- 
cibly upon  his  mind,  arose  out  of  the  great 
-and  important  change  in  public  affairs,  since 
the  mterval  alluded  to — the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  political  communications 
made  from  authority  to  Parliament  in  the 
course  of  last  week,  should  swallow  up  every 
inferior  consideration,  and  primarily  ingroiS 
the  dehberations  of  both  Houses.  The  coun- 
try be  regarded  as  in  a  perilous  crisis  : — -the 
utmost  vigilance  both  of  Parliament  and  the 
Administration  v/ere  requisite  at  present ;  the 
wisdom  of  the  former,  and  the  exertions  of  the 
latter,  should  be  called  forth  to  avert  "he  dan- 
ger. Under  such  circumstances,  therefore,  he 
was  unwilling  to  take  any  steps  that  might 
tend  ever  so  slightly  to  embarrass  Ministers,  or 
to  divert  their  attention  from  the  present  pos- 
ture of  affairs ;  and  so  determining,  he  would 
support  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Darn  ley  rose,  principally  to 
animadvert  on  an  expression  which  had  fallen 
from  the  Noble  Earl  who  had  just  sat  down. 
He  would  not,  he  said,  admit  the  country  to 
be.  in  a  perilous  situation.  Were  the  conduct 
of  Ministers  different  from  what  it  was,  were 
they  les^  alert  and  vigorous,  did  they  remain 
supine,  listless,  and  inactive  upon  their  posts, 
then  indeed  the  country  might  be  said.to  be  in 
such  circumstances.  But  when  they  saw  the 
Sovereign  coining  forward  to  his  Parliament 
I'l:.  ti;j  occasion/  as  they  had  doiK- ;  when  they 


saw  that  Parliament  so  cordially  imanimous 
in  the  support  of  measures  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  public  spirit  so 
generally  aroused  as  it  was,  the  nation  could 
not  be  said  to  be  in  perilous  circumstances ; 
on  the  contrary,  their  feelings  should,  instead 
of  despondency,  be  those  of  exultation. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  the  course  of  his 
observations  upon  the  subject,  expressed  his 
dissatisfaction  at  the  measure  which  had  been 
adopted,  as  falling  short  of  the  object  profess- 
edly in  view.  He  thought  the  Heir  Apparent 
should  be  enabled,  not  only  to  live  in  ease  and 
atTluence,  but  to  display  a  splendour  superior  to 
that  of  the  richest  private  nobleman.  He  seemed 
impressed  with  these  considerations  so  fully, 
that  were  it  constitutionally  regular  to  originate 
a  bill  of  this  description  in  their  Lordships* 
house,  he  \A'ould  be  induced  to  propose  the 
rejection  of  the  present  bill,  in  order  to  bring 
in  one  on  the  principles  he  had  alluded  to. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  spoke  at  some 
length,  and  in  a  certain  degree  took  a  similar 
ground  v/ith  the  Noble  Duke.  He  strongly  ex- 
pressed his  disapprobation  of  the  bill,  conceiv- 
ing it  not  to  be  one  formed  upon  the  genuine 
principles  adverted  to  in  his  Majesty's  mes- 
sage ;  it  was  rather,  he  thought,  in  its  opera- 
tion and  effect  (with  a  reference  to  the  arrears 
of  the  dutchy),  a  bill  for  paying  off  a  part  of 
the  civil  list  debts,  &c.  Pursuing  this  line  of 
argument  for  some  time,  he  concluded  with 
expressing  his  dissent  fi'om  the  bill. 

Lord  Pel  HAM  spoke  in  explanation  at  some 
length.  He  contended  that  the  measure  in 
question  had  nothing  Avhatever  to  do  with  the 
civil  list.  The  money  alluded  to  by  the  Noble 
Earl  had  been  wholly  applied  to  state  services. 
For  his  part,  he  highly  approved  of  the  course 
adopted.  The  Noble  Secretary  obsers'ed,  that 
a  direct  interference  on  the  part  of  Parliament 
in  the  concerns  of  the  Royal  Family  was  at 
best  but  an  awkward  thing.  He  thought  all 
proceedings  of  that  kind  should  always  pro- 
ceed  from  the  latter  quarter.  In  concluding, 
he  expressed  his  approbation  of  what  had  been 
stated  by  a  Noble  Earl  (Moira). 

The  Earl  of  Moira  spoke  also  at  some 
length  in  explanation,  and  scouted  the  idea  of 
any  thing  of  the  nature  of  a  compromise  having 
taken  place.  With  as  little  propriety,  he  ob- 
served, could  the  bill  be  considered  as  in  any 
mode  paying  off  the  debts  of  the  civil  list,  or 
of  the  Crown,  as  it  had  never  been  at  any 
time  or  by  any  person  considered,  that  the 
revenues  of  the  dutchy,  during  the  interval  in 
question,  had  been  applied  to  the  private  uses 
of  the  Sovereign,  or  to  the  purposes  of  the 
civil  list,  but  that  they  had  been  applied  to  the 
public  exigencies  of  state.  Had  it  been  a  ques- 
tion between  his  R.  H.  and  the  Sovereign, 
Parliament,  he  observed,    would  have  liever 
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heard  a  word  upon  the  subject ;  that  illustrious 
personage  knew  his  duty  too  well,  and  had  too 
dehcate  a  sense  of  his  situation,  to  have 
troubled  Parliament  with  any  matters  respect- 
ing his  individual  interests  wliich  could  affect 
the  quiet  or  repose  of  that  illustrious  family  of 
which  he  was  so  distinguished  a  branch.  The 
Prince's  conduct,  so  far  from  being  regarded  in 
the  light  of  a  compromise,  or  wearing  any  ap- 
pearance of  it,  should  be,  and  truly  is,  re- 
garded in  the  most  dignified  point  of  view,  and 
as  a  spontaneous  act  of  magnanimity  on  the 
part  of^the  Prince,  who  never  wished  for  tlie 
possession  of  thote  arrears,  with  any  other 
view  than  to  enable  him  to  pay  off  those  de- 
mands which  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him, 
m  duty  and  in  honour,  to  discharge. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  shortly  expressed  his 
opinion,  that,  considering  the  comparative  va- 
lue of  money  at  the  different  periods  of  making 
the  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of  his 
R.  H.  and  those  of  his  Royal  grandfather,  the 
income  of  the  former  should  be  double  what  it 
had  been  made. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  next  day. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  March  14.   (See  Minutes,  p.  428.) 

[Middlesex  election.] — Mr.  Sheridan 
moved,  that  Mr.  Mainwaring,  the  Rev.  Wm.  ! 
Winkiield,  and  J.  \^^m.  Knap,  who  have  com-  j 
plained  of  an  undue  election  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  should  be  ordered  by  the  House  to 
send  in  a  list  of  the  persons  who  have  polled 
for  Mr.  Mainwaring,  together  with  other  ob- 
jections to  the  sitting  member;  and  that  the 
sitting  member  be  ordered  to  send  a  list  of  the 
persons  v.-ho  polled  for  him,  on  or  before  the 
7th  of  April. 

Sir  Robert  Buxton  said,  he  thought  the 
time  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  was  too 
short,  for  the  preparation  of  the  list  now  called 
for,  as  the  committee  would  not  sit  till  the 
aist  of  May;  he  therefore  did  not  think  there 
was  time  enough  to  prepare  the  hst. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  never  heard  such  a 
strange  objection  as  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  just 
made ;  he  did  not  see  much  difference  as  to 
the  length  of  time,  between  the  7th  of  April 
and  the  21st  of  May.  It  was  now  seven  months 
since  the  election  took  place ;  he  therefore 
thought  that  time  enough  had  been  granted  to 
each  party,  to  be  ready  with  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  Middlesex  election. 

Mr.  Bragge    said,    it  was  a  question   of 
doubt  with  him,  whether  the  merits  of  the  ' 
Middlesex  petition  could  be  tried  this  session  ;  \ 
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and  as  an  Hon.  Gent,  opposite  to  him  had  very 
properly  observed,  that  the  House  could  bal- 
lot but  two  committees  a  week,  he  thought 
the  Middlesex  petition  could  not,  at  all  events, 
be  tried  till  the  2d  of  June.  He  believed  that 
the  time  generally  allowed  for  the  exchange  of 
lists  was  a  month.  Undtr  all  these  circum- 
stances he  thought  the  first  of  May  a  period 
that  would  not  be  objected  to  for  the  deliver- 
ing the  lists  now  moved  for  by  the  Hon.  Gent. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  Mr.  Mainwaring's 
agent  had  called  on  Sir  Francis  Biivdctt's  soli- 
citor, who  agreed  to  the  7th  of  April  as  a  pe- 
riod for  the  delivery  of  the  lists. 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  he  had  understood 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
only  two  ballots  a  week  were  to  take  place 
prior  to  the  holydays,  in  consequence  of  many 
gentlemen  having  to  attend  the  sessions  and 
other  public  business,  which  rendered  it  in- 
convenient, nay,  impossible  for  them  to  pay 
close  attention  to  the  business  of  that  House, 
till  after  the  holydays.  The  ballots,  he  under- 
stood, were  then  to  go  on  as  usual. 

After  a  few  observations  from  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  the  question  was  put, 
and  the  first  of  May  was  the  time  agreed  to  by 
the  House  for  receiving  the  lists  of  each  party. 


[India  budget.] — Lord  Castlereagh 
moved  the  order  ov  the  day  for  the  House  go- 
ing into  a  committee  on  accounts  presented 
respecting  the  East  India  Company. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee, 

Lord  Castlereagh  s-'id,  that  the  com- 
mittee would  be  aware  that  many  of  the  ob- 
servations which  he  had  to  submit  to  their 
consideration,  respected  the  accounts  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  hst  session. 
The  accounts  for  the  l?3t  year  had  not  been 
received  from  India,  otherwise  it  would  have 
been  his  wish  to  have  brought  both  the  ac- 
counts under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
at  the  same  time.  But  as  ih?  House  must 
wish  to  know  the  present  state  of  the  affairs  of 
the  East  India  Company,  as  they  must  be 
naturally  anxious  to  know  what  measures  the 
finances  of  the  East  India  Company  would 
enable  them  to  take  for  the  li(]uidation  of  their 
debt,  he  should  now,  with  the  permission  of 
the  committee,  proceed  to  call  their  attention 
to  the  accounts  which,  as  he  had  before  stated, 
were  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  H  'Use  in  the 
last  session  of  Parliament.  The  affairs  of  the 
East  India  Company  naturally  divided  them- 
selves into  two  classes,  viz.  those  abroad  and 
those  at  home.  Their  affairs  abroad  wf.re 
divided  into  three  distinct  heads,,  narricly,  ist, 
the  revenues  and  charges ;  id,  the  extent  of, 
and  provision  for,  the  inve;tmentf ;  and,  ^d, 
the  state  of  their  debt  and  tiieir  assets.  Wii;h 
*  C  c  z 
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respect  to  the  revenues,  he  would  slate  them 
first  upon  an  average  ©f  three  years,  compared 
with  one  year  preceding ;  adly,  he  would 
make  a  comparison  between  the  estimated 
amount  and  the  actual  amount  of  the  revenue 
of  the  last  year ;  and,  sdly,  the  estimated  re- 
venue for  the  succeeding  year.  He  should 
therefore  now  proceed  to  state  the  revenues, 
charges,  and  estimates  with  respect  to 

BENGAL. 
Revenues — Average  179S-9  to  1800-1      j^.6,436,807 


More  than  average  last  drawn 

Estimated  for  1 800-1 

Actual  amount  — 

More  than  estimate       — 


289,776 

6,319>203 
6,658,334 


ing  so,  he  begged  to  apprize  the  committee 
that  the  estimates  and  accounts  related  only  to 
the  old  possessions  annexed  to  that  presidency; 
otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a 
comparison  between  its  present  and  its  former 
state  ;  because,  from  the  accession  of  territory 
and  revenue,  not  only  by  the  conquest  of  the 
Mysore,  but  by  treaties  with  the  Nizam,  an  ave- 
rage of  the  aggregate  of  the  receipts  would  not 
constitute  a  fair  mean  of  comparison  with  any 
former  period.  Having  made  this  preliminary 
observation,  he  proceeded  to  state,  that 
The  average  ot  these  revenues,  from  1798-9 

to  1 800- 1,  was  —  —     _^. 1, 03 5, 068 


Charges — Estimated  for  1800-1 
Actual  amount 

More  than  estimate 


—  319. »3i 

—  4'4i2>o47 

—  4,780,611 

—  358,564 


Deduct  excess  of  revenue  from  excess  of  charge, 

the  net  revenue  is  less  than  estimated  39,433 

And  the  net  revenue  for  1 800- 1  is  1,877,723 

ESTIMATES    l8ol-2. 
Revenues  —  —  —  7,051,164 

Charges  —  —  —         4,582,201 


Net  revenue 


— ■         2,4^8,963 


Revenue  estimated  more  than  in  1 800-1 
Charges  ditto,  less  ditto       —  — 


392,830 
198,410 


Which  exceeds    the   average   on    the    years 
1797-8101799-1800  — 

Estimated  for  iSoo-i         — 
Actual  amount 


More  than  estimate       — 


8^,734 

3,^77,073 
3,540,268 

263,195 


Charges — Estimated  for  1800-1  —  3,765,913 

Actual  araouat  —         4,293,310 


More  than  estimate     — 


S-7,397 


Deducting  excess  of  revenue  from  excess  of 
charge,  the  net  charge  is,  more  than 
estimated  —  —  —  264,20s 

And  the  net  charge  of  the  year  1 800-1   is  753,042 


Net  revenue  estimated  for  1801-2,  more  than 

preceding  year  —  —  592,240 

The  committee  would  observe  from  this 
statement,  that  the  estimated  charge  for 
1800-1,  was  4,422,047/.  and  that  the  actual 
amount  of  the  charge  was  4,780,611/.  making 
a  difference  between  the  actual  and  the  esti- 
mated charge  358,564/.  As  the  officers  of  the 
Company  had  always  shewn  great  accuracy  in 
making  up  the  estimates,  and  had  been  parti- 
cularly cautious  not  to  mislead  by  overrating 
the  revenue,  he  wished  to  explain  to  the  com- 
mittee, how  it  happened  that  there  was  this 
excess  of  the  actual  over  the  estimated  charge, 
and  to  shew  that  there  was  no  ground  for  im- 
peaching the  accuracy  of  the  officers  who  had 
prepared  the  accounts.  In  the  first  place, 
these  estimates  referred  to  a  period  of  war,  and 
everybody  must  be  aware  of  the  impossibility 
of  strict  accuracy  and  precision  in  estimates 
during  the  war.  But  in  addition  to  this,  he 
begged  to  state,  that  in  the  year  to  which  he 
was  alluding,  the  expedition  to  Egypt  took 
place,  which  certainly  was  not  in  contempla- 
tion when  the  estimates  were  made  ;  and  from 
this  circumstance  there  v/ould  be  found  a 
diiTerence  between  the  estimates  and  the  actual 
charges  in  all  the  presidencies.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  the  revenues,  charges,  and 
estimates  with  regard  to  Madias,  but,  in  do- 


Revenues 
Charges 


ESTIMATES,    l8ol-2. 


3,899,040 
4.559,3 'I 


Net  chargt 


—  660,271 


Revenues  estimated  more  than  actual,  1800-1      358,772 
Charges    ditto         mor^  than  ditto  266,000 

Net  charge  for  1 80 1-2,  estimated  less  than 

the  preceding  vear  —  —  92,772 

The  committee  would  see  from  this  state- 
ment, that  there  was  a  greater  difference  be- 
tween the  estimated  and  actual  charge  in  Ma- 
dras than  there  was  in  Bengal :  this  difference 
arose  from  two  circumstances;  first,  because  it 
was  principally  from  this  presidency  that  the 
forces  were  sent  upon  the  expedition  to  Egypt, 
and  secondly  because  there  was  a  great  inter- 
ruption in  the  tranquillity  of  the  southern  pro- 
vinces, occasioned  by  the  Poligars,  which 
caused  much  additional  expense. — With  regard 
to  the  revenues  and  charges  of  Bombay,  he 
wished  to  observe,  that  the  transfer  of  the 
Malabar  province  to  Madras  in  July  1800, 
having  greatly  reduced  the  receipts  at  Bombay 
in  the  year  i8oo~i,  an  average  on  the  gross 
collections  of  three  years  could  not  properly 
be  drawn  for  a  comparison.  In  this  case  it 
was  also  proposed  to  make  an  adjustment,  and 
take  the  average,  excluding  the  revenues  of  the 
ceded  countries,  which  was, 
From  1788-9  to  I ioa- 1  -^      _^.  211,892 
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vVhich  exceeds    the   average   on  the  years 

1797-8  to  1799-1800  — 

Estimated  for  1800-1         —  — 

Actual  amount                      —  — 

Less  than  estimate               —  — 

Charges — Estimated  for  iSoo-i  — 

Actual  amount                   —  — 


£.■  24'767 

300,475 
286,457 

14,018 

1,030,993 
1,329,176 


More  than  estimate 


—  —  298,183 


Add  deficiency  of  revenue   to  the  excess  of 

charge,  the  netchargeismore  than  estimated    312,201 


And  the  net  charge  of  the  year  1800-1  is      1,042,719 
ESTIMATES,   l8oi-Z. 


Revenues  —  —  — 

Charges  —  —  — 

Net  charges         —  —  — 

Revenues  estimated  less  than  1800- 1 
Charges   ditto  less  than  ditto       — . 


271,825 
1,185,308 

913)483 


14,632 
143,868 


Net  charge  estimated  for  1801-2,  less  than 

preceding  year  —  —  120,236 

There  then  only  remained  Bencoolen  and  the 
other  settlements. 

Revenues  of  Fort  Marlborough,  on  an  average 

of  three  years,  1797-8  to  17 99-1 80c,  were  6,985 

Charges  ditto,  ditto,         —  106,197 


Net  charge 


99,212 


Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Fort  Marlborough, 

Penang,  Sec.  estimated  for  1 800- 1     —  82,360 

Actual  amount      —  —  —         156,325 


More  than  estimated 


—  —  73)965 


The  remain'^cr  ;C''^74'^'!7 

is  the  amount  of  the  deficit,  after  allowing 
for  the  produce  of  the  sales  of  the  imports. 
Amount  advanced  for  the  purchase  of  in- 
vestments, payment  of  commercial  charges, 
and  in  aid  of  Chkia  investment, 

At  Bengal  £.?,'-)■;, 6 r)i 

Madras  453,990 

Bombay  400,485 


^52,13'; 


Total  advances  for  investment 
Cargoes  invoiced  from   India  to  Europe  li 

1800-1,  with  charges  —  ^>399><'35 

The  result  of  the  estimates  for  i8oi-2>  col- 
lectively, was, 

Revenues — Bengal  ^(^.7,051,164 

Madras  —         3,899,040 

Bombay         —  271,825 


Total  revenues  —         11,222,019 

Charges — Bengal  —  4,582,201 

Madras  —  4,559,311 

Bombay  —  1,185,308 


Total  charges  io,326,?23 
Net  estimated  revenue  of  the  three  presi- 
dencies               —              —  —          895,209 
Deduct  supplies  to  Bencoolen,  Sec.  85,840 


Supplies  estimated  for  1801-2  —  85,840 

He  then  proceeded  to  take  a  general  view  of 
the  statement  he  had  made.     The  result  of 
the  year  1801  collectively  was  as  follows : 
Revenues — Bengal  —     £-6,658,334 

Madras         —  3,^40,268 

Bombay       —  286,457 

Total  revenues  10,485,059 

Charges — Bengal  —         4,780,611 

Madras  —         4,293,310 

Bombay  —         1,329,176 


Total  charges 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  presidencies 
Deducted  from  supplies  to  Bencoolen 


10,403,097 


81,962 
156)335 


The  difference  is 

Which  being  added  to  the  interest  paid  on  the 

debts  At  Bengal  ^.746,184 

Madras  212,488 

Bombay  135,289 


74j3<53 


1,093,961 


Ti>e  c!eficit  (f  rcvcnu:  from  the  territuics, 

&c.  then  is  —  _ 

Deduct  the  amount  sales  of  imports 


1,168,324 

493,667 


The  remainder  809,369 

Deducted  from  interest  on  debts  —         1,342,854 

Shews  the   net  deficiency  of  the  revenues 

from  the  territories,  &:c.  to  be  53  3j455 

Which  deducted  from  the  estimated  amount 

of  sales  of  imports  —  —  564,527 

The  remainder  v.'as  31,041 

And  this  was  the  amoimt  estimated  to  be  appli- 
cable in  the  year  1 801-2  to  the  purchase  of  in- 
vestment, payment  of  commercial  charges,  &c. 
— Having  gone  through  this  general  account, 
and  having  stated  the  magnitude  of  the  deficit, 
the  committee  would  not  be  surprised  that  the 
amount  of  the  investments  was  not  so  great  as 
it  might  otherwise  have  been  expected. — The 
next  subject  which  he  wished  to  submit  to  the 
committee  was  the  debts  of  the  Company  in 
India.     They  were  as  follow : 

Amount  stated  last  year  —     j{^.  14,640,40a 

Amount  this  year  —  —         i7,674,53Z 


Increase  — 

Debts  transferred  in  the  year  — 

Debts  bearing  Interest. 
Amount  last  year  —  — 

Amount  this  year  —  — 

Increase  of  debts  bearing;  interest 


Amount  of  interest  payable  by  the  accounts 

of  last  year         —  —  —  1,082,042 

Amount  of  interest  payable  by  the  accounts 

of  this  year  —  —  i,342,'!i;3 


3 

034 

,130 

Si 

,888 

12 
15 

301 
'35 

,570 
.354 

2 

833,784 

Increase  of  intereit  payable  annually 


260,8  rr 
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Assets  in  India, 
Consislini,  ''f  ca<;h,  goods,  stores,  &c.  last 

year  _  _  _    ^.11,569,553 

Ditto,  ditto,  b)  present  statement  i:,  113,9; 3 


Increase  of  assets 


544'369 


Deduct 

Increase  of  assets  fronn  increase  of  debts,  the 
state  of  ihe  Company's  affairs  in  India 
will  ippeir  w^ric  by  —  2,489,761 

The  next  subject  to  which  he  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  was  the  home  accounts 
of  the  Company. 

Aggrej,acc  amoLini.  of  sales  i8oi-i  9:^S5>9^7 

Less  than  last  ytar  j^. 1,167,4(15 

On  the  Company's  goods  alone  971,554 
Private  goods  —  77,3^7 

Neutral  property  —  118,544 

1,167,465 
Sales  on  Company's  goods,  estimated  at  7,119,400 

Actually  amounted  to  —  6,630,487 

Being  less  than  estimated         —  488,913 
The  receipts  on  the  sales  of  the  Company's 

gonds,  estimated  at      —              —  7,161,918 

Actually  amounted  to     —              —  6,336,192 

Being  less  thsn  estimated  —  825,726 

Charges  and  profit  on  private  trade  estimated 

3t  —  —  —  100,000 

Aciualiy  amounted  to  —  ^93>S''3 

Being  more  than  estimated  —  ^•9v563 

The  balance  estimated  to  be  remaining  in  fa- 
vour on  the  ist  March   1802,  amounting  to 
486,751/.  would  by  the  actual  accounts  have 
been  considerably  against  the  Company  from 
the   disappointment    in    the    receipt    on   the 
sale  of  goods,  and  from  deferring  the  disposal 
of  the  loyalty  loan  ;  but  from  some  additional 
receipts  on  profit  on  private  trade,  and  from 
Government  for  stores.  Sec.  with  postpone- 
ment of  the  payment  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank, 
amounting  to  800,000/.    the  balance  the   ist 
March   i8oi,  although  the  supplies  to  India 
and  China  exceeded  the  estimate  upwards  of ; 
2Go,oco/.    still    remained    in   favour    to  the  ', 
amount  of  168,759/.  being  less  than  estimated  | 
317,972/. — The  estimates  for  1802-3  were  as  j 
follow : 
Receipt   for    sale    of    Company's 

goods  —        —        —        ;C«6}5oo>6oo 

From  the  small  balance  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  and  the  ^ 
extensive  supplies  required  for 
India  and  China,  also  the  expect- 
ation of  liquidating  the  debt  to 
the  Bank,  the  balance  against  the 
Company  on  the  ist  March  1803, 
is  estimated  to  amount  to  i>434>556 

DEBTS    AT    HOME. 
On  I  St  March  1 80 1  —  —         5'393'989 

On  1st  March  1802  —  —         4,822,683 


ASSETS    AT    HOME. 

On  1st  March  iSoi  —  —  jr.15,404,736 

On  1st  March  1802  —  —        16,802,760 


Increase 


—  1,398,024 


Adding  decrease  of  debts  to  increase  of  assets, 
the  improvement  of  the  home  concern  in 
this  year  is      —  —  —  i)9'^9>3iO 

CHINA    AND    ST.    HELENA. 

Balance  at  China  last  year  in 

favour  —  ^.1,226,079 

Balance  at  China  by  the  pre- 
sent accounts  —  1,019.551 

Decrease  206,^28 

Balance  at  St,  Helena  on 

30th    Sept.   1799,  '" 

favour  —         ^.58,366 

Balance  at  St.  Helena  on 

30th   Sept.   1800,  in 

favour  —  77,852 

Increase  19,486 

Net  decre.-.ic  at  China  and  St.  Helena  137,042 

GENERAL    COMPARISON    OF    DEBTS    AND 

ASSETS. 

Increase  of  debts  in  India  —  3,054,130 

Decrease  of  debts  at  home  —  571,306 


Net  increase  of  debts 


Increase  of  assets  in  India 
Increase  of  assets  at  home 


£■  544.369 
1,398,024 


2,462,824 


i>94->393 


Deduct 
Net  decrease  of  bahncc  in  favour 
at  China  and  St.  Helena 


187,042 


Decrease 


—  57'>30'^ 


Net  increase  of  assets  ^>75Si3S^ 

Deducted  from  the  increase  of  debts  would 
shew  the  state  of  the  whole  concern  to  be 
worse  than  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last 
vear  in  the  sum  of  —  —     £■  7°7>473 

Which  sum  was  subject  to  alteration  on  the 
final  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  Company 
on  Government,  included  in  the  home  assets 
to  the  amount  of  3,573,3.39^'  making  an  in- 
crease in  this  year,  under  this  head,  of  900,899/.^ 
— Having  gone  through  a  general  state  of 
the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  comprising  their  revenues, 
charges,  debts,  assets,  &c.  he  should  now 
proceed  to  put  the  committee  in  possession  of 
the  best  outline  in  his  power  of  the  prospective 
view  of  their  situation.  The  best  way  that 
occurred  to  him  of  doing  this,  would  be  to 
state  to  the  committee,  first,  the  extent  of  the 
incumbrances  tipon  the  Company,  then  the 
extent  of  their  means  to  meet  these  incum- 
brances ;  then  the  mode  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  apply  those  means  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  their  affairs,  and  the  result  that  might 
fairly  be  expected  from  the  adoption  of  these 
measures ;  and  lastly,  to  state  what  was  the 
expectation  of  the  public  from  the  Company^ 
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either  in  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war.     In 
order  to  elucidate  this  subject,  he  had  moved 
for  these  accounts,  which  would  put  the  House 
in  possession  of  all  the  material  facts.     And 
first,  with   regard  to  the  incumbrances:    the 
estimate  of  the  revenue  and  charges  had  been 
prepared  by  the  proper  officers  abroad,  and 
also  the  interest  of  the  debt ;  but  there  was  no 
certified  amount  of  the  capital  of  the  debt,  he 
was  therefore  obliged  to  form  the  best  estimate 
in  his  power.     In  order  to  prevent  mistake, 
and  to  be  as  sure  as  possible,  he  would  take 
the  capital  of  the  debt  at  the  highest  amount, 
and  state  it  at  18,500,000/.  which  would  com- 
pletely cover  the  whole  of  the  debt.     Of  this 
sum,  as  he  had  before  stated,  i6,ooo,coo/.  bore 
interest,    the    annual   am.ount   of  which    was 
i>438,79i/.     This  certainly  was  a  most  serious 
sum,  and  must  necessarily  be  a  most  serious 
deduction  from  the  income  of  the  Company. 
But,  great  as  it  was,  still  it  was  a  most  satis- 
factory consideration,  that  if  the  state  of  the 
Company  in  1793,  with  all  the  necessary  in- 
crease of  expense  in  the  course  of  the  war,  was 
compared  with  its  present  state,  there  would 
be  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  assets  of 
the  Company,  at  least  equal   to  the  incum- 
brances incurred,  so  that  the  Company  were 
in  as  good  a  state  as  they  were  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.     In  considering  the 
debt  of  the  Company,  the  first  thing  that  na- 
turally occurred  to  the  mind  was  the  very  high 
rate  of  interest  which  they  paid  for  their  debt; 
the  interest  amounted  to  very  little  short  of  9 
per  cent.     He  stated  this,  in  the  hope  that  the 
committee  would  bear  it  in  mind,  while  he  ad- 
verted to  what  occurred  to  him  upon  another 
part  of  the  subject.     If  the  Company  had  no 
surplus  revenue  at  all  to  apply  to  the  liquida- 
tion of  their  debt,  still  there  was  another  ope- 
ration which  they  might  have  recourse  to,  and 
v/hich  would  contribute  very  materially  to  that 
object,  and  that  was  the  conversion  of  their 
Indian  debt  bearing  the  high  interest  he  had 
stated,  into  an  European  debt.     This  would 
put  the  Company  into  the  possession  of  a  con- 
siderable fund  for  the  extinction  of  their  debt, 
because  the  difference  of  interest  between  an 
Indian  debt,  to  the  amount  he  had  stated,  at 
9  per  cent,  and  an  European  debt  at  5  per 
cent,  would  afford  to  the  Company  a  saving 
of  about  5,380,000/.  a  year.     He  wished  there- 
fore that  the  committee  would  always  bear  in 
mind  that  there  were  applicable  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  debt  not  only  the  existing  funds, 
but  the  saving  to  be  made  by  this  change  in 
the  nature  of  the  debt.     The  present  means 
which  the  Company  possessed'  to  meet  their 
incumbrances  must  arise  from  their  revenues 
abroad,  and  from  their  capital  at  home.     The 
estimated  revenues,   according  to   the   latest 
accounts  which  had  been  received,  would  be 
all  together  11,976,180/.;  the  estimated  charges 
were  9,346,369/.;  there  would  then  remain  a 
surplus  of  2, 729, 811/.;  from  this, however, were 
to  be  <ieducted  the  commercial  charges,  the 


supphcs  to  Bencoolen,  and  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  and  there  would  then  remain  a  net  sur- 
plus of  i,053,58i/.     This  suiptu J  arose  paitly 
from  an  increase  in  the   rcA-Lnue,  ai;d  partly 
from  some  reductions  v.'hich  have  been  made  in 
the  expenses.  No  reduction,  however,  had  been 
taken  credit  for,  which  had  nc*-  been  actually 
accomplished,    though   the'^c  w<  re  oihers  in 
contemplation  which  he  hoped  would  be  ex- 
tremely productive.     In  adverting  to  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  impossible  that  the  attcnt'on  of 
the  committee  should  not  be  turned  to  the 
Noble  Person  now  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment in  India,  the  Marquis  Wellesley ;  and  he 
would  venture  to  say,  that,  high  as  his  charac- 
ter stood  upon  other  grounds,  it  would  stand 
still  higher  when  the  measures  he  had  adopted 
for  improving  the  finances   of  the  Company 
were  considered ;  it  would  be  found  that  the 
same  energy  of  mind  which  carried  him  through 
the  other  difficulties  which  surrounded  him, 
had  particularly  characterized  his  financial  ar- 
rangem.ents. — Having,  however,  mentioned  the 
reductions  which  had  been  made,  he  wished 
that  the  committee  should  not  entertain  any 
apprehensions  tliat  they  were  such  as  would 
in  any  degree  endanger  the  safety  of  our  em- 
pire in  India  ;  and  perhaps  the  best  way  to 
satisfy  the  committee  upon  this  head  would  be, 
to  state  the  amount  of  our  army  in  India.     It 
amounted  to    24,000   Europeans,    of   whom 
17,000  were  King's  troops.     The  native  force 
amoi;nted  to    89,000   men ;    and   the    irregu- 
lar force,  including  Lascars,  to  10,000,  making 
altogether  an   army  of  above    124,000  men. 
With  such  a  force,  there  v/as  no  ground  for 
apprehensions  either  from  attacks  from  Europe 
or  from  contestsin  India. — His  Lordship  then 
proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  commercial 
state  of  the  Company,    and  contended,  that 
nothing    could    shake    them     in    the     com- 
merce of  the  East,  because  nobody  would  em- 
bark a   large  capital  against  a  company  that 
had  so  large  a  surplus  revenue,  which  they 
must  rem.it  to  Europe,  and  which  must  enable 
them  to  drive  any  competitor  out  of  the  market. 
With  regard  to  the  sum  which  at  the  last  re- 
newal of  the  Company's  charter  was  to  be 
paid  to  the  public,  the  non-payment  of  it  had 
only  been  occasioned   by  the    war,  but   un- 
doubtedly in  the  event  of  the  continuance  of 
peace,  the  payment  would  be  regalaily  made. 
According  to  the  act  for  the  renev.al  of  the 
charter,  the  appropriation  of  their  surplus  re- 
venue was  as  follo\vs:  the   first  half  m.illion 
was  to  answer  bills  from  India,  «the  second 
half  million  v.'as  to  be  paid  to  the  public,  and 
the  remainder  was  to  go  in  exLinction  of  the 
debt.     The  result  of  this  statement  would  be, 
that  after  paying  the  public  500,00c/.  a  year, 
there  would  remain  2  sum  of  above  one  million 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  inde- 
pendent of  the  measure  to  v.  hich  he  had  before 
alluded,  of  the  conversion  of  the  debt.     Ke 
wished   here  to  observe,  that  it  was  not  in 
conttmplation  to  liquidate  the  whole  of  the 


r407] 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.— [March  14.] 


[1408 


debt :  it  was  proper,  for  many  reasons,  that 
a  part  of  the  debt  should  remain  ;  one  of 
those  reasons  was,  that  the  natives  should 
have  an  interest  (independent  of  the  advan- 
tages they  have  under  our  government)  in 
the  permanence  of  the  Company,  Suppos- 
ing then  the  amount  of  debt  to  be  reduced 
was  12,000,000/.  and  the  sum  applicable  to 
the  reduction  to  be  2,000,000/.  a  year,  it 
would  obviously  be  liquidated  in  six  years,  and 
the  interest  due  upon  the  remainder,  taking 
it  even  at  6  per  cent,  would  be  only  240,000/. 
n  year.  He  presumed  that  the  interest  might, 
under  these  circumstances,  be  reduced  to  6 
per  cent,  .and  in  the  present  state  of  the  Com- 
pany's affairs,  they  would  not  have  occasion 
to  raise  any  money  for  the  first  two  years. 
He  was  aware  that  the  committee  might  sup- 
pose that  he  was  giving  an  exaggerated  account 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  but  he  would 
state  the  grounds  of  his  calculation  as  applying 
to  the  alternative  either  of  peace  or  war.  His 
Lordship  then  entered  into  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  Company,  and  applicability  of 
those  means  to  the  liquidation  of  their  debts. 
He  had  before  stated  the  surplus  of  their 
foreign  revenue  j  he  now  came  to  consider  their 
home  surplus. 

Four  years  avei-age  to  March  1802  —  ^.  366,874 
Add  net  surplus  abroad       —  —  1,053,582 

1,420,456 
Say  net  proceeds  —  —  1,500,000 

The  proportionp.l  profits  on  an  investment  of 
four  millions  v/ill  be  more. 

DISTRIBUTION    OF    NET    PROCEEDS; 

Pul-ilic  participation  —  —  500,000 

Jvcduction  of  debt  —  —  1,000,000 

Proposed  sinking  fund  to  be  applied  each  year  2,000,000 
Till  the  capital  in  India  bearing  interest  is  re- 
duced to  —  —  —  4,000,000 
Amount  to  be  rednced         —              —        12,000,000 

Time  required,  six  years. 

Annual    sinking   fund    to   be  constituted   as 

follows : 

From  net  proceeds  as  above  —  1,000,000 

Fiom  savings  ot  interest  and  loans  in  Europe    1,000,000 

Total  ^.2,0C0,000 

The  sinking  fund  will  operate  as  underneath, 
supposing  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  gradually 
reduced,  til!  it  shall  stand  at  6  per  cent. 

lii'.tian  debt  will  be  reduced  April  1809  to  ^".4,000,000 
Interest  —  —  —  240,000 

The  twelve  millions  paid  off  will  have  been 
supplied  as  follows : 

Surplus  fram  jiet  proceeds  for  six  years  6,000,000 

Savings  of  interest  in  the  same  period  2,713,000 

To  be  furnished  from  Europe  —  3,287,000 

12,000,000 
or  the  sum  to  be  furnished  from  Europe,  not 
move  than  2,000,000/.  need  be  raised  by  loan  ; 
tlie  repayments  from  Government  for  the  Egyp- 
tian expedii-lon,  &c.  will  cover  the  remainder; 
and  this  sum  subject  to  be  reduced  by  any 
improvement  of  net  proceeds  which  may  hap- 


pen,  either  in   the  revenues  or  commercial 
profits. — State  of  affairs  at  the  end  of  six  years: 

Indian  'urpku',   April  l8og  —  _^.2, 250,000 

Home  surplus  —  —  450,000 


Deduct — Public  p:.rticiparion  — 


£,700,000 
500,000 


2,200,000 

Supposing  t\\'o  millions  raised  in  aid  of  sink- 
ing fund,  by  adding  to  capital,  deduct  in- 
terest at  5  per  cent.  —  ico,ooo 


2,100,000 
Net  proceeds,   subject  to  ulterior  appropria- 
tion, viz. — i-6th  to  pioprietors  to  increase 
dividends  —  —  350,000 

5-6ths  to  be  invested  in  the  funds  to  counter- 
secure  capital  —  —  1,750,000 


2,IOO,OCO 


The  operation  of  the  above  appropriation  until 
the  year  18 13-14,  M'hen  the  charter  would  ex- 
pire, unless  sooner  renewed,  would  be  to  in- 
crease the  Company's  dividends  annually,  by 
one  half,  viz.  350,000/.  and  to  accumulate,  at 
4  per  cent,  compound  interest,  during  the  five 
years,  a  guarantee  fund  of  9,485,000/. — In  the 
event  of  war,  the  Indian  surplus  must  be 
necessarily  reduced.  The  reductions  of  charge 
since  the  peace  amount  per  estimate  to 
783,000/.  per  annum.  Allowing  for  a  war 
establishment  equal  in  extent  to  that  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  there  will  still  remain 
net  proceeds  717,000/. — But  to  make  the  most 
ample  allowance,  take  the  war  charges  at 
1,000,000/.  there  will  still  remain  net  proceeds 
500,000/.  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  debt. 
— In  this  case  the  participation  of  the  public 
would  necessarily  be  suspended  during  war, 
and  would  revive  upon  the  reductions  resulting 
from  peace. — With  such  a  disposable  surplus, 
provided  the  transfer  of  funds  from  Europe  to 
India  shall  meet  with  no  interruption  in  time 
of  war,  the  contracting  of  fresh  loans  may  not 
only  be  avoided,  but  a  system  of  liquidation, 
upon  principles  similar  to  those  above  stated, 
be  pursued  even  during  war,  though  necessa- 
rily upon  a  reduced  scale. — For  executing  the 
above  measure,  and  for  the  extension  of  trade, 
the  Company  possess  the  following  available 
resources : 
May  add  to  their  capital  two  millions,  at  220 

per  cent,         —  —  —     ^7-4j400,000 

More  bonds   may  be  issued  with  consent  of 

Treasury         —  —  —  r, 000, 000 

5,400,000 
Suppose  as  above,  raised  for  sinking  fund       2,ocp,ooo 

Remains  for  the  extension  of  trade  3,400,000 

Having  gone  through  the  whole  of  this  state- 
ment with  the  greatest  clearness  and  precision, 
his  Lordship  said,  that  although  the  continu- 
ance of  peace  must  be  to  India,  as  it  must  be 
to  this  country,  and  to  the  whole  world,  the 
greatest  blessing^,  yet  if,  contrary  to  our  hopes 
and  endeavours,  we  should  be  again  plunged 
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into  a  war,  he  was  sure  there  was  no  part  of 
our  empire  better  prepared  to  meet  the  alter- 
native of  war,  than  the  India  Company.    They 
had  now  finished  a  war  of  ten  years  continu- 
ance;  they  had  not   only  to   contend  against 
the  European  war,  but  they  also  had  to  con- 
tend  with   the  powers  of  India.     In  fact,   it 
might  be  said  that  they  had  been  constantly  at 
war  since  the  first  operations  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.     All  this  they   had  done  with   unim- 
paired  means,    with   undiminished  resources. 
They  had  now  an  empire  double  in  extent  and 
in  revenue  ;  and  although  they  had  added  ten 
millions  to  their  debt,    their  means  had  in- 
creas^ed  in  a  ccrresponding  ratio.     If  this  was 
their  situation  in  a  period  of  war,  what  would 
have  been  their  condition  if  in  the  enjoyment 
of  peace  .''  But  their  revenue  had  not  only  kept 
up  in  the  manner  he  had  stated,  they  had  also 
provided  against   great   and    heavy  establish- 
ments; they  had  made  arrangements  for  more 
comfortable    provision    for   the    officers    and 
troops  on  their  establishment ;  they  had  also 
made  an  establishment  for  the  better  admi- 
nistration of  justice  ;  and  all  this  had  made  an 
increase  in  their  expenditure  of  near  one  mil- 
lion a  year,  a  stun  almost  e^jual  to  the  amount 
of  the  interest  of  their  dent.     This  statement 
must,  he  Vv'as  sure,  be  satisfactory  to  the  public, 
and  must  shew  that  there  was  every  probability 
of  this  country  deriving  a  great  and  essential 
support   from  India,  and  that  the   Company 
w,)uld  have  the   means,  at  no  remote  period, 
of  paying  to  the  public  a  sum  of  half  a  mil- 
lion  a  year,    and   of  reinforcing  the  sinking 
fund  with  no  less  than  one  million  and  a  half 
a  year.     This  completely  justified  the  state- 
ment of  his  Noble  Friend,  who  had  preceded 
him  in  the  office  he  now  held,  and  whose  pre- 
dictions would  have  been  sooner  verified  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  war  in  which  this  coun- 
try was  engaged.     In  the  event   of  another 
war  this  country  must,  for  a  time,  give  up  the 
annual  half  million   whicii  the  Company  was 
to  pay;   but   still   the   Company  would  have 
one  million  a  year  applicable  to  the  reduction 
of  its  debt,   which,  even  upon  the  least  fa- 
vourable   calculation,    must    discharge    it    in 
twelve  years.     Therefore,    in   whatever   view 
the  subject  was  Cv/nsidered,  \^hether  in  the  al- 
ternative of  peace  or  war,  there  was  no  ground 
for  alarm,  but  the  most  solid  and  well-grounded 
prospect  of  prosperity.     He  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  submit  these  considerations  to  the 
comm.ittee  as  subjects  v%-hich  they  ought  to 
understand;  and  if  he  himself  understood  the 
subject,  the  prospect  Was  founded  upon  the 
most  solid  basis.     If  the  peace  continued,  the 
public  would  next  year  obtain  their  participa- 
tion of  the   Company's  surplus  revenue,  and 
the  Com.pany  would    have  2,000,000/.  appli- 
cable  to   the   reduction  of  its  debt.     If  v/ar 
unfortunately  took  place,  this  country  must 
forego  for  a  time  the  half  million  a  year,  but 
the  Company  would  still    have  one  million  a 
year  for  the  liquidation  of  its  debt.   He  should 
Vol.  in. 


now  move  the  resolutions ;  but  if  any  Gentle- 
men wished  for  further  time  to  consider  the 
subject,  the  resolutions  might  be  moved  pro 
forma  at  present,  and  the  discussion  postponed 
to  another  day. — He  then  moved  the  first  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  he  should  not  trou- 
ble the  House  many  minutes;  he  had  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  Indian  debt  had  greatly  in- 
creased within  a  short  time  :  on  looking  over 
the  papers,  he  found  that  the  Company  were 
700,000/.  worse  at  this  period  than  they  were 
a  few  years  back.  He  said,  the  money  owing 
to  them  was  to  be  considered  as  bad  debts, 
which  in  all  probability  they  never  would  re- 
ceive. Some  of  the  accounts  contain  very 
accurate  statements,  but  many  others  of  the 
accounts  are  very  incorrect ;  and  he  would 
venture  to  say,  that  when  the  Company  paid 
all  their  legal  debts,  they  would  find  a  defi- 
ciency of  many  thousands.  The  extraordi- 
nary revenue  arose  from  the  Company  having 
such  a  desire  for  territorial  possessions,  which 
involved  the  Company  in  additional  and  unne- 
cessary expense.  The  customs  also  came  un- 
der his  observation,  which  he  very  much  dis- 
approved of,  as  inimical  to  the  prosperity  of 
that  country:  he  said,  every  article  that  was 
sold  in  India  bore  a  heavy  tax ;  the  same  spe- 
cies of  tax  was  known  in  Spain,  which  had  in 
some  measure  reduced  the  importance  of  the 
trade  of  that  nation  ;  but  which  tax  Lord 
Cornwallis  (whose  policy  was  sound  and  bril- 
liant) had  repealed  in  India,  from  a  thorough 
conviction  of  its  ill  efTects  to  that  country. 
The  successive  estimates  of  the  state  of  that 
country  prove  that  the  expenditure  has  gone 
much  farther  than  was  expected.  He  stated 
that  the  trade  of  China  had  been  more  pro- 
fitable to  the  country,  than  the  trade  of  any 
other  part  of  India.  The  Court  of  Directors 
had  told  the  public,  that  the  Indian  debt  had 
increased  to  1,200,000/.  which  arose  from  their 
extraordinary  disbursem.ents,  but  which  has 
been  found  to  turn  out  a  deficiency  of 
i,8oO;00o/.  He  observed,  that  his  Lordship 
had  told  us  with  great  pleasure,  that  we  have 
incrensed  the  Indian  territories,  by  which  we 
had  received  many  advantages  ;  but  he  was 
sure  that  we  had  reduced  the  consequence  of 
the  country.  He  said,  that  we  had  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  faith  in  India,  and  that  we 
had  been  guilty  of  as  much  injustice  in  India, 
as  the  French  had  been  in  Europe.  He  con- 
eluded  by  saying,  that  the  estimates  pre- 
sented to  the  House  were  far  from  accurate, 
and  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  on  the  subject  to- 
night, nor  did  he  wish  the  vote  of  the  House 
tin  they  had  minutely  examined  the  estimates 
laid  before  them  ;  yet  he  could  not  help  say- 
ing that  the  Learned  Gent,  had  misconceived 
many  parts  of  the  estimates.  His  Lordship 
*0d 
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then  entered  into  a  long  explanation,  which 
was  only  a  recapitulation  of  his  former  state- 
ment, and  concluded  by  saying,  that  when 
the  resolutions  were  read  he  should  be  happy 
to  hear  any  Gentleman  address  the  committee 
on  the  question  ;  and  he  should  also  be  happy 
to  give  every  explanaiion  that  could  possibly 
be  wished  for. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  should  not  have  said  a  word  on  the  present 
subject,  had  it  not  bt -jn  for  an  expression  made 
use  of  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  just  spoken. 
He  had  charged  our  conduct  in  India  as  a  breach 
of  good  faith.  The  Hon.  Gent,  must  allow 
him  to  complain  of  this  statement,  and  of  the 
time  in  which  it  was  made — for  it  was  a  time 
when  the  subject  to  which  the  assertion  re- 
ferred could  not  be  examined,  and  when 
therefore  no  correct  opinion  could  be  formed 
by  an  individual  upon  the  subject ;  it  was 
therefore  to  him  a  matter  of  regret  that  this 
assertion  had  been  made  :  therefore  he  would 
ask  of  the  House,  and  he  was  confident  that 
he  should  not  ask  in  vain,  that  they  would 
keep  their  minds  clear  upon  the  matter,  and 
free  of  bia^,  until  they  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  into  all  the  circumstances  of 
it,  and  this  h-  was  aware  the  House  would  do 
without  any  suggestion  from  him;  but  he 
stated  this  merely  by  way  of  caution  to  some 
individuals,  because  he  knew  that  unfavour- 
able impressions  might  be  made,  when  bold 
though  groundless  assertions  were  advanced, 
affecting  the  characters  of  meritorious  indivi- 
duals, who  had  been  zealously  ene;aged  'n  the 
service  of  their  country.  It  v/as  too  much 
that  they  should  be  made  to  suifer  in  their 
character  froin  a  broad  unfounded  assertion  ; 
itjvas  painful  to  suppose  that  they  might  be 
atlected  in  this  manner,  ar>d  that  they  should, 
for  a  time  even,  be  deprived  of  tliat  whic^ 
was  a  considerable  part  of  their  rev.ard, 
namely,  the  approbation  of  their  country  •, 
the  whole  of  the'r  conduct  thcrefc;re  ought  to 
he  kft  untouched,  until  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  it  themselves,  or  by  those 
xyho  might  derive  information  from  them  when 
they  returned,  when  he  had  no  doubt  their 
conduct  would  do  them  honour:  for  these 
reasons  he  begged  leave  to  ohiect  t;>  the  ex- 
pression of  the  Hon.  Gent,  winch  stated  th.^it 
Gjeat  Britain  was  s'igmntized  with  a  breach 
of  faith  in  India.  He  begged  pardc^i  of  the 
committee  for  having  called  its  attention  aside 
upon  this  occasion  for  a  moment,  but  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  debt  of  justice  to  take 
care  that  ne-  in'urious  impression  should  be 
made  on  the  characters  of  t-rdlant  men,  who 
nad  so  br.ivr^y  acit-'d  m  ih:  service  of  their 
country, 

S:r  Hugh  Ikglis  supp-^r^cd  the  conduct  of 
in:  Sast  India  Company.  He  gnve  an  account 
c--  :;r  trade,  public  a:Ki  ;;  r'vate,  for  the  last 
fp'^r  y^arf,  3nd  ma:utftiiicd  that  it  was  a  great 


object  to  this  country  to  preserve  it  in  its  pre- 
sent course,  instead  of  suffering  it  to  run  into 
another  channel.  He  thought  it  necessary 
also  to  do  away  false  impressions,  which 
might  be  made  by  unfounded  assertions. 

Mr.  Francis  objected  to  the  statement  of 
the  Noble  Lord  who  brought  this  subject  for- 
ward that  night,  because  the  whole  of  it  pro- 
ceeded on  estimates  which  contained  many 
things  that  might  or  might  not  be  made 
good ;  and  also  some  false  documents.  He 
looked  upon  all  estimates  as  no  better  than 
promises ;  and  although  he  had  no  claim  to 
infallibility,  yet  he  possessed  some  experience 
upon  this  subject ;  but  he  should  speak  this 
night  as  a  mere  Member  of  Parliament,  as  if 
he  had  never  been  in  India.  Now  these  esti- 
mates were  no  better  than  promises,  and  he 
knew  very  well  that  promises  had  been  held 
out  from  year  to  year;  but  the  result  wa>, 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Company  were  always 
rather  worse  afterwards  than  when  the  pro- 
mises were  made.  Nothing  could  be  more 
distinct  than  that,  on  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter, 500,000/.  a  year  was  to  have  been  paid 
by  the  Company  to  the  public,  upon  w-hich, 
however,  no  more  had  ever  been  actually  re- 
ceived than  the  fruits  of  one  year.  The  No- 
ble Person  who  had  the  arrangement  of  these 
affairs  formerly  under  his  care  (Lord  Viscount 
M'jlvillc)  had  considered  the  affairs  of  India 
as  if  there  had  been  no  war  to  interfere  in  the 
arrangement ;  and  now  the  Noble  Lord  could 
not  make  the  difference  he  proposed  in  his 
statement  as  between  war  and  peace,  without 
deserting  the  system  of  his  noble  predecessor. 
The  Noble  Lord  had  said,  that  India  would 
never  be  a  drain  on  this  country,  but  might 
afford  it  material  support,  in  which  he  adopted 
the  language  of  his  noble  predecessor;  bv;t  it 
was  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  was  a  promise 
which  had  been  held  out  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  but  which  had  never  yet  been  kept. 
So  much  of  promises,  and  estimates,  which 
were  no  better  than  prom.ises.  He  then  pio- 
ceedcd  to  take  a  view  of  the  accounts  which, 
had  been  laid  before  the  House  on  the  part  of 
the  India  Company,  and  contended  they  were 
extremely  dc*Vctive,  and  that  the  whole  state- 
ment of  to-night  was  fallacious,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  rel'ed  on  :  he  charged  the  accounts 
with  having  been  fabricated  for  the  purpose  of 
imposing  on  the  House  and  the  public  by 
making  a  false  balance.  He  contended,  that 
the  capital  stock  of  the  East  India  Conipany 
ought  to  liave  been  stated,  w^hich  it  was  not. 
It  was  stated  in  the  year  179.^,  and  amounted 
to  no  less  than  7,807,000/.;  there  v.'as  also  a 
claim  stated  by  the  Company,  amounting  to 
J?, 000, ceo/,  which  the  Noble  Lord  him'^^rlf 
said  was  of  a  nature  thot  made  it  doubtfid 
Avhether  it  would  be  allowed  or  not ;  so  that 
this  made  the  real  state  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Company  10,000,000/.  more  than  it  appeared 
on  the  face  of  the  present  statement.    lie  fout 
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tended,  that  upon  a  fair  statement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  India  Company,  instead  of  a 
balance  in  their  favour,  it  would  be  against 
them.  He  complained  of  these  statements  as 
contrivances  to  give  to  the  House  and  the 
public  a  false  viev.-  of  the  aiFaiis  of  the  East 
India  Company,  and  that  made  him  have  re- 
course to  his  original  proposition,  th.at  upon 
the  subject  of  the  East  India  Company's  af- 
fairs, promises  had  been  held  out  from  yeai*  to 
year,  which  had  never  been  realized. 

Lord  Castlereagh  admitted,  that  it  was 
fair  that  the  accounts  of  the  affairs  of  the  East 
India  Company  should  be  examined  ;  but  the 
committee  would  recollect,  that  what  was 
now  before  it  was  a  comparison  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Company  at  different  periods,  chielly 
with  a  view  of  considering  whether  the  wdv 
had  injured  their  affairs  or  not,  and  comparing 
all  the  debts  of  the  Company  and  their  assets 
together.  The  Hon.  Gent,  had  said  that  these 
accounts  were  made  up  with  a  view  of  giving 
incorrect  information  ;  and  this,  he  said,  was 
done  by  leaving  out  of  the  account  the  whole 
of  the  capital  of  the  Company,  which  he 
stated  to  be  above  seven  millions.  There 
was  no  force  in  this  objection  ;  there  could  be 
no  imposition  upon  any  body  by  this,  because 
it  was  known  by  every  body  wliat  the  am.ount 
of  that  capital  was  ;  and  leaving  out  of  the 
account  that  which  was  perfectly  notorious, 
could  ansv/er  no  purpose  whatever  of  impo- 
sition :  and  therefore,  when  the  Hon.  Gent, 
called  this  a  false  account,  for  the  purpose  of 
imposing  upon  the  public,  he  was  carrying  the 
argument  further  than,  upon  reflection,  he 
would  be  inclined  to  do.  He  took  off  from 
the  account  the  whole  of  the  note  of  the 
charge  made  as  being  due  to  the  India  Com- 
pany from  Government.  Whether  it  was  to 
fall  on  Government  or  on  the  Company,  was 
a  point  hereafter  to  be  determined  ;  but  it 
could  only  be  stated  in  the  way  it  had  been. 
As  to  the  result  of  the  statement,  the  Hon. 
Gent,  might  make  it  for  himself.  It  would 
stand  thus  debts  in  Europe,  including  the 
capital  which  the  Hon.  Gent,  alluded  to, 
amounted  to  2,600,000/;  debts  in  India,  bear- 
ing interest,  16, 000, 00c/. ;  assets  in  Europe 
were  17,000,000/.;  in  India,  11,000,000/.; 
making  in  all  28,000,000/.  In  this  account 
there  was  no  dead  stock  stated,  though  that 
was  of  great  value  ;  nor  was  this  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Company,  for  it  m.ust  be  remem- 
bered, that  they  had  great  territorial  po  ses- 
sions in  India,  besides  what  they  derived  un- 
der the  sweeping  clause  of  their  charter  ;  and 
therefore  there  was  a  vast  mass  of  properfy  in 
the  Company,  which  was  not  brought  to  the 
credit  side  of  this  account ;  consequently  the 
committee  would  clearly  see,  that  this  was 
not  an  account  laid  before  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  imposing  a  false  balance  in  favour  of 
the  Company.  The  truth  of  the  matter  was 
this :  that  after  discharging  all  their  engage- 


ments, the  Company  will  have  one  million  a 
year,  even  in  case  of  war,  applicable  to  the 
reduction  of  their  debts  ;  and  if  there  wa$ 
another  such  company  in  this  world,  he  should 
be  glad  to  be  informed  where  to  find  it. 

Mr.  Francis  persisted  in  his  former  state- 
ment, and  maintained  that  he  was  boriie  out 
by  the  accounts  nov.'  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  William  Dtjndas  observed,  that  the 
manner  in  which  his  Noble  Friend  had  opened 
•.his  subject  was  so  clear,  that  there  was  but 
little  to  go  over  in  the  accounts  again  ;  but 
something  stated  by  the  Hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last  Called  for  an  answer,  and  that 
which  he  should  give  should  be  very  short. 
The  Hon.  Gent,  said,  that  the  account  before 
the  committee  v.-as  false,  ihasmuch  as  it  did 
not  contain  the  capita!  stock  of  the  Company. 
By  this  one  would  think  there  was  some  mys- 
tery about  the  matter,  that  there  was  some- 
thing unknown  about  it ;  but  instead  of  that, 
it  was  a  matter  of  so  perfect  notoriety,  that 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  India  House  would 
laugh  at  any  body  that  made  a  question  upon 
it.  Imposition  v/as  therefore  impossible  in 
this  case.  The  Hon.  Gent,  had  said  that  he 
was  not  infallible ;  he  was  glad  of  that  assu- 
rance from  himself,  otherwise  he  could  not 
have  been  bold  enough  to  offer  any  answer  to 
him.  For  want  of  that  absolute  infallibility 
to  which  the  Hon.  Member  approached-  he 
had,  by  the  merest  accident,  omitted  to  take 
notice  of  one  line  which  was  at  the  head  of 
this  account,  and  in  the  very  title  of  it :  for  it 
was  stated  to  be  an  account  of  the  affairs  of 
the  East  India  Company,  "  exclusive  of  their 
capital  stock."  And  this  was  the  account 
that  was  framed  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
the  public,  by  omitting  that  which  they  pro- 
fessed to  omit ;  but  this  was  the  observation 
'•  of  an  Hon.  Gent,  who  was  not  infallible*  As 
to  what  had  been  said  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  ISToble  Lord  (Lord  Melville)  who  preceded 
his  Noble  Friend  in  this  department,  Mr. 
Dundas  said  that  he  had  stood  come  time  in 
the  light  of  a  parent  to  him,  that  any  thing 
he  could  say  of  him  must  of  course  be  accom- 
panied by  partiality,  as  well  as  veneration. 
That  Noble  Person  stood  upon  his  character 
in  that  House,  and  before  the  public,  by  whom 
he  was  well  known,  and  he  hoped  esteemed. 
But  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  said  that  that  Noble 
Person  had,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  held  out 
j  promises  which  had  not  been  kept  on  the  af- 
fa-.-s  of  the  East  India  Company;  that  he  had 
made  no  difference  in  his  comparative  state- 
ments between  a  time  of  peace  and  a  time  of 
war.  In  the  first  place,  for  twenty  years  he 
would  not  have  made  this  comparative  esti- 
mate as  between  peace  and  war  at  all,  because 
for  much  of  that  time  there  was  no  war,  nor 
did  this  comparative  estimate  commence  until 
the  year  1793,  which  was  the  period  of  the 
rencv  al  of  the  charter  of  the  Company :  but 
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since  that  period,  the  Noble  Lord  alluded  to 
had  uniformly  made  a  difference  between  the 
estimate  in  time  of  peace  and  that  of  war, 
and  that  the  500,000/.  a  year  Aom  the  Com- 
pany to  the  public  could  never  be  th.ought  of 
until  a  time  of  peace ;  and  yet  the  Hon.  Gent, 
had  roundly  i-aid  that  that  Noble  Lord  had 
made  no  difference  between  peace  and  war  in 
the  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  Lidia 
Company  :  but  then  tliis  came  from  a  Gentle- 
man who  was  not  quite  infallible. 

Sir  F.  Baring  observed,  that  the  Noble 
Lord  who  had  brought  forward  this  important 
business  had  speculated  upon  some  topics  in 
which  he  could  not  follow  him ;  but  the  No- 
ble Lord  had  an  ardent  mind,  and  took  upon 
himself  a  burden  which  another  had  staggered 
under  for  many  years.  The  Noble"  Lord 
who  had  so  long  had  the  superintendence  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Company,  had  some  time 
since  publifhcd  sometliing  of  a  political  testa- 
ment;  he  had  stated  that  the  Company,  by 
great  exertions  in  time  of  peace,  might  pay 
off  one  million  annually.  The  Company  had 
entertained  an  idea  of  doing  this  in  a  more 
vigorous  manner,  and  instead  of  paying  off 
one  million,  to  pay  two  millions  annuallv,  and 
not  to  create  one  penny  additional  stock^  The 
Noble  Lord's  predecessor,  in  his  calculation 
for  the  thirteen  years,  never  alluded  to  the 
500,000/.  participation  of  the  public,  which 
the  Noble  Lord  this  night  promised  to  the 
public.  He  believed,  that  in  a  few  years  the 
public  would  have  the  gratification  of  seeing 
that  paid,  provided  peace  continued.  His  | 
principal  reason  for  rising  was,  to  take  notice 
pf  what  the  Noble  Lord  said  respecting  the 
increase  of  capital  stock,  or  debt.  That  was 
a  matter  which  the  Court  of  Directors  would 
receive  with  great  reluctance;  and  by  the  at- 
teption  which  the  Noble  Lord  paid  to  the  af- 
iairs  of  the  East  India  Company,  he  would 
observe,  that  great  progress  was  m'  ule  by  them 
m  the  payment  of  their  debts  in  India,  with- 
out raising  stock ;  but  the  mode  proposed 
\vouid  be  taking  money  away  from  commer- 
cial purposes,  and  applying  it  to  the  pay- 
ment of  political  debts.  The  caoital  already 
in  the  service  of  tlie  East  India  Company  was 
fully  adequate  to  the  payment  of  their  debts. 

Lord  Castllrt  ACH  said,  he  did  not  mean 
10  express  any  opinion  how  far  it  Vv'ould  be 
proper  for  the  East  India  Company  to  raise 
funds,  by  adding  to  the  capital  of  the  Com.- 
pany's  debt.  He  had  stated,  that  no  more 
than  two  millions  would  be  w.inted,  and  that 
in  the  worst  point  of  view  there  would  he 
three  miriions  applicable  ,to  the  purposes  of 
their  commierce.  He  would  not  now  enter 
into  the  question  of  u  hether  it  was  expcdienc 
to  refer  to  these  resources  for  the  payment  o^' 
their  debts ;  perhaps  they  might  raise  their 
credit  by  redeemable  securities  in  Europe. 
The  Company  had  no  difficulty;  for  whether 


they  added  to  their  capital  ornot,  they  would 
in  time  of  war,  have  one  million,  in  time  of 
peace  two  millions,  applicable  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  debt  annually,  after  providing  for 
all  their  engagements.  .•       ,    ,   , 

Mr.  Metcalfe  proceeded  to  answer  the 
observations  of  Mr.  Francis:  he  said  they  were 
unfounded,  and  he  defied  that  Hon.  Member 
to  shew  wlierein  the  statement  now  upon  the 
table  was  false.  He  had  abused  all  the  India 
Company;  he  had  said  they  had  fabricated 
accounts,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the 
public  with  a  false  balance  :  he  would  tell  that 
i  Hon.  Member  that  he  had  asserted  this  incor- 
;rectly;  and  he  would  tell  him  further,  that 
every  Member  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of 
;  the  India  Company  v/as  as  incapable  as  he  was 
of  making  out  a  false  account  for  the  public, 
i  or  of  imposing  on  any  body.  He  denied  this 
charge,  and  he  told  that  Hon.  Gent,  that  he 
could  not  prove  it.  He  Vv-oultl  also  ask  whe- 
ther it  was  likely  that  this  was  a  fabricated  ac- 
count on  the  part  of  the  Company  ?  Had  it 
been  fabricated,  they  would  have  made  it  in 
their  own  favour;  whereas  this  was  against 
themselves,  and  in  favour  of  the  public.  He 
wished  Gentlemen  to  take  some  care  of  what 
they  said:  that  Hon.  Gent,  best  knew  why  he 
made  this  attack  on  the  Directors  of  the  East 
India  Company;  but  this  he  knew,  it  was  no 
light  matter  to  charge  them  with  fabricating 
false  accounts  for  purposes  of  deception.  The 
Hon.  Bart,  who  had  lately  fpoken  had  differed 
in  some  points  from  the  Noble  Lord  v.ho  had 
brought  this  subject  for.vard  ;  but  then  he  had 
too  much  candour  and  liberality  to  charge  the 
accounts  as  being  false  to  deceive  any  body. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  real 
situation  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company  had 
undergone  great  alteration  both  at  hom.e  and 
abroad.  Now  the  reverse  was  the  case ;  for 
abroad  they  had  debts,  and  here  they  were 
rich.  For  the  purpose  of  military  operations, 
they  were  obhged  to  borrow  money  on  very 
disadvantageous  terms,  a^id  tliey  had  increased 
their  bonded  debt,  which,  in  point  of  sound 
policy,  ought  never  to  have  readied  its  pre- 
sent state  ;  but  the  whole  account  was  before 
the  committee,  and  it  v.'as  very  hard  to  have 
it  said  that  they  fabricated  any  accounts:  rhis 
was  an  assertion  v/hich  he  did  not  expect  to 
hear  from  any  Hon.  Gent,  of  that  House^ 
Having  passed  over  the  accounts  of  the  Com- 
pany,  he  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the  ca- 
pital of  7,7'Co,ooo/.  v/hich  the  Hon.  Gent,  had 
said  v/as  wilfully  left  out  of  the  account :  the 
fact  was,  that  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
itself  this  was  guarantied  to  the  Company  at 
tuelve  millions,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
wrong  to  state  it  in  the  account.  There  wa* 
here  something  which  was  the  reverse  of  de- 
ception, for  being  guarantied  to  the  Com- 
pany at  twelve  millions,  it  was  more  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Company  than  the  Hon.  Gent, 
had  stated,  by  the  difference  between  that 
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sum  and  7,^00,000/.  There  was  now  a 
clear  balance  in  favour  uf  the  Company,  in 
comparison  of  the  year  1793,  of  i,aco,coo/. 
and  upwards.  He  then  proceeded  to  observe 
on  the  conduct  of  tlie  Noble  predecessor  of 
the  Noble  Lord  who  brought  this  business 
forward  (Lord  Melville),  whose  whole  con- 
duct he  approved  highly,  it  being  distinguished 
by  the  wisdom  of  an  able  and  upright  states- 
man. The  Noble  Lord  now  in  the  same  de- 
partment was  treading  in  the  steps  of  his  most 
able  predecessor,  and,  from  the  diligent  ap- 
plication of  his  ey.ctllent  talents,  he  might  be- 
come his  equal ;  more  perhaps  was  unattain- 
able. But  theie  was  much  yet  to  be  done  in 
the  subject  of  Indian  politics ;  and  if  this 
pleasing  prospect  held  out,  the  Company 
would  be  relieved,  and  the  public  have  a  par- 
ticipation of  500,000/.  a  year  besides.  Having 
said  thus  much  on  the  general  question  before 
the  committee,  he  must  beg  permission  to  say 
a  few  words  on  behalf  cf  the  proprietor  of 
India  stock,  at  whose  risk  India  had  been  un- 
der great  agitation,  and  quartered  and  di- 
vided, but  yet  preserved  to  the  British  em- 
pire. The  proprietor  had  never  received  more 
than  five  per  cent,  for  his  capital,  a  sum  with 
which  no  shopkeeper  in  London  Vi'ould  be 
satisfied.  He  submitted  whether  or  not  it 
would,  not  be  wise  to  take  the  subject  of  India 
stock  into  consideration,  and  allow  the  holder 
eleven  per  cent,  which  he  was  convinced  would 
be  of  ultimate  advantage  to  the  public.  India 
never  could  be  a  drain  upon  this  country,  but 
might  assist  it  abundantly.  The  granting  of 
this  eleven  per  cent,  would  raise  the  price  of 
stock  immediately.  Having  stated  some  ad- 
vantages from  this  plan,  he  concluded  with 
observing  that  India,  under  wise  directions, 
might  produce  more  advantage  to  this  coun- 
try, than  it  derived  from  all  its  other  colonies 
together. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried,  and 
all  the  resolutions  v\'ere  vot<:i!: pro  fcrma.  The 
House  being  resumed,  the  Report  was  received 
immediately. — Ordered  to  be  taken  into  fur- 
ther consideration  on  that  day  S'jnr.igut,  and 
that  the  resolutions  be  orinted. 


,;       HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Tuesday,  March  15.  (See  Minutes,  p.  427.) 

[Prince  of  wales's  annuity.] — The 
order  being  read  for  the  committee  on  the 
Prince  of  Wake's  annuity  bill,  the  House  ac- 
cordingly resolved  into  the  same,  Lord  Wal- 
singham  in  the  Chair. 

On  the  first  clause  being  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion put. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  rose  and  observed, 
tbat  after  his  declaration  of  yesterday,  re- 
specting his  intention  not,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  to  bring  forward  any  distinct 


proposition  on  the  subject,  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  he  should  have  to  trouble  their 
Lordships  with  any  detail  thereon,  the  more 
especially  as  the  bill  was  now  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  in  which  stage  of 
it  no  cfT^cient  alteration  could  be  proposed. 
With  respect  to  the  subject,  however,  he 
would  then  state  generally,  that  he  retained 
those  opinions  upon  which  he  had  formerly 
avowed,  that,  with  a  reference  to  the  present 
transaction  in  particular,  he  was  of  opinion 
the  illustrious  i>ersonage  who  was  the  object 
of  it  was  as  ill  used  as  any  man  could  be. 
The  bill  before  the  committee  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  those  effects  which  would  disap- 
point hopes  held  out^  and  frustrate  expecta- 
tions formed.  Without  adverting  to  the  per- 
sonal feelings  of  his  R.  H.  upon  such  an  occa.; 
slon,  it  was  now,  he  said,  known  that  the 
public  expectation  of  seeing  him  resume  that 
state  and  splendour  with  which  it  was  agreed 
on  all  hands  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown 
should  be  invested,  would  be  entirely  disap- 
pointed. He  tliought  the  question  of  the  ar- 
rears of  the  diitcliy  of  Comwall  should  be  le- 
gally decided  ;  the  general  subject  would  then 
come  before  Parliament  in  a  clearer  point  of 
view,  and  they  would  be  the  better  able  to 
judge  what  course  to  take.  The  bill  before 
the  committee  would,  he  contended,  not  af- 
ford that  relief  to  his  R.  H.  which  it  professed: 
that  illustrious  personage  would  be  left  by  it, 
at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  in  that  de- 
graded, nay,  almost  ignominious  situation,  in 
which  for  a  considerable  time  he  would  be 
placed.  His  R.  H.  it  appeared,  was  so  cir- 
cumstanced with  respect  to  claims  upon  him, 
that  the  bill  could  not  have  even  its  proposed 
effect  for  at  least  one  year  and  a  half.  Mi- 
nisters had  much  better  have  waited  until  the 
period  of  the  liquidation  of  those  claims, 
when  they  could  have  effectually  come  for- 
ward ;  but  though,  notwithstanding  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  offer  these  general  ob- 
servations, yet  his  principal  motive  for  trou- 
bling their  Lordships  v/as,  to  explain  an  ex- 
pression which  he  made  use  of  yesterday, 
which  then  seemed  to  make  some  impression 
upon  a  Noble  Earl,  and  which  appeared  to  be 
since,  in  some  degree,  m.isapprehended.  Re- 
curring again  to  the  subject  of  his  former  ani- 
madversions, the  Noble  Earl  observed,  that 
the  measure  under  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  was,  like  all  the  other  measures  of 
the  present  Administration,  weak,  inefficierit, 
futile;  in  fact,  a  half-measure,  inefficacious 
as  to  its  object,  and  falling  short  cf  its  avowed 
end.  He  then  adverted  to  his  language  of 
yesterday :  he  had,  he  observed,  expressed 
his  opinion  that  the  country  was  in  a  perilous 
state  ;  and  he  v/ould  repeat,  that  the  country, 
under  all  its  present  circumstances,  was  peril- 
ously situated:  this  idea,  however,  was  pro- 
visional. We  were  to  be  regarded  as  on  the 
eve  of  experiencing  an  invasion;  at  least,  little 
less  than  such  a  state  of  things  was  to  Ise  in- 


2419] 


PARLIAMENTARY   DEBATES.— [Makch  15.] 


[1420 


ferred  from  the  tcnour  of  the  two  Royal  com- 
munications to  Parliament.  Thus  circum- 
stanced, and  when  it  was  considered  thu  the 
guidance  of  the  affairs  or  the  countiy  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Ministers,  iis 
situation  co.IJ  be  truly  said  to  be  no  other 
than  perilous.  The  public,  he  asserted,  did 
not  look  up  with  confidei.ce  to  the  talents  and 
abilities  of  the  present  Ministers;  the  national 
spirit  or  the  public  energy  could  not  be  called 
forth  or  cffic.xiously  exerted  under  their  aus- 
pices. Were  men  of  eminent  talents  and  real 
abilities  as  statesmen,  called  to  the  guidance 
of  affairs,  the  situation  of  the  country  would 
be  diametrically  opposite  to  that  in  which  it 
was  placed  at  present :  from  a  state  of  dismay 
and  despondence,  it  would  pass  to  one  of 
hope  and  exultation  ;  public  confidence  and 
energy  would  revive,  and  we  may  bid  defiance 
to  all  the  efforts  of  France,  and  laugh  her  me- 
naces to  scorn.  We  may  then  siy,  in  the 
concise  but  comprehensive  language  of  the 
poet,  '*  Come  take  !"  which  he  feared  we 
could  not  do  at  present.  These  were  his  feel- 
ings when  he  used,  perhaps  hastily,  the  ex- 
pression that  the  country  was  in  a  perilous 
state :  under  its  present  rulers  he  feared  it 
was ;  but  under  the  guidance  of  those  great 
characters  he  had  in  contemplation,  its  state 
would  be  full  of  well-founded  hope  and  justly 
confident  expectation. 

Lord  Pelham  rose  to  answer  some  obser- 
vations which  fell  from  the  Ncble  Earl,  the 
greater  part  of  which,  however,  were  obvi- 
ously irrelevant  to  the  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee. With  respect  to  the  affairs  of  the  il- 
lustrious personage  v.'ho  was  the  object  of  the 
bill,  the  Noble  Earl  seemed  to  be  under  some 
misconception,  and  in  obviating  which,  the 
Noble  Secretary  was  necessarily  led  into  some 
detailed  exposition  of  the  affair,  from  the  time 
when  the  first  arrangements  were  made  in  179^ 
to  the  present  moment ;  which  train  of  circum- 
stances being  already  known  to  oin-  readers, 
we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  them.  By 
the  operation  of  the  bill  of  1795,  the  debts 
of  his  R.  H.  would  not,  his  Lordship  ob- 
served, be  liquidated  before  the  end  of  four 
years,  instead  of  the  expiration  of  a  year  and 
a  half,  as  niisconceived  by  th-::  Noble  Earl. 
Much  stress  seemed  to  be  laid  on  v.-hat  fell 
from  Noble  Lords  supposed  to  be  in  habits  of 
communication  with  his  R.  H.  ;  but  he  could 
state,  that,  as  far  as  his  own  observation  v/ent, 
the  Prince  himself  seemed  to  be  very  well  sa- 
tisfied with  what  was  proposed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers.  The  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  to  restore  to  his  R.  H.  the  full  i 
possession  of  that  income,  v/hich,  after  much 
deliberation  and  discussion,  was  deemed  in 
the  year  1795  to  be  sufficient  for  maintaining 
the  dignity  and  splendour  of  the  Heir  Appa- 
rent. With  respect  to  the  other  considera- 
tions to  which  the  Noble  Earl's  observations 
weie  directed,  he  would  only  say,  that  asser- 


tions, however  strongly  made,  did  not  amount 
to  proof,  and  that  tne  /ceiings  and  opinions  of 
a  whole  country,  or  the  v  .  blic,  were  not  to 
be  collected  from  the  sentiments  of  a  fi  w  mdi- 
viduals.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  held  opinions 
on  that  point  very  uilfrrent  from  those  held 
by  the  Noble  Earl.'  He  denied  that  they  had 
forfeited  or  lost  the  confidence  of  the  country. 
As  one  of  those  Ministers,  he  could  say,  tliat 
he  had  never  courted  the  possession  of  the 
office  he  had  then  the  honour  to  hold.  It  liad 
been  his  lot  to  be  placed  in  situations  of  great 
public  trust  and  importance,  in  which  situa- 
tions, as  well  as  in  his  present,  he  always  ex- 
erted his  honest  endeavours  to   perform   his 

J  duty  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  his  country  in  a 
proper,  fair,  and  unexceptionable  manner.  That 

I  he  had  filled  offices  of  irnpurtance,  in  situa- 
tions of  extreme  peril  and  danger,  fully  to  the 
approbation  of  those  by  v/hum  he  was  in- 
trusted, he  assumed  no  personal  merit,  for  it 
was  his  duty  so  to  act.  The  Noble  Earl  and 
the  House  should  recollect,  that  at  the  time 
his  Majesty's  present  Minister^  wtre  called  to 
their  offices,  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  im- 
preceder.ted  difficulty  and  pieril ;  and  the  Noble 
Earl  would  do  wtll  to  recollect  the  situation 
in  which  the  country  was  left  by  those  men 
of  great  abilities  and  eminent  talents,  when 
they  had  retired  from  their  offices. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle,  in  explanation,  ob- 
served, that  what  he  had  said  relative  to  the 
subject  regularly  before  the  committee,  he 
merely  offered  as  an  independent  Mi^mber  of 
Parliament,  actuated  by  no  other  motives  than 
those  arising  from  a  sense  of  his  duty  to  the 
public  and  the  country.  He  had  had  no  com- 
munication with  the  illustrious  personage  on 
the  occasion,  who,  the  Noble  Earl  repeated, 
had  been  ill  treated  in  the  present  instance, 
and  was,  in  effect,  left  by  Ministers  in  that 
degraded  and  comfortless  situation  from  which 
they  professed  to  extricate  him.  With  respect , 
to  wliat  had  fallen  from  the  Noble  Secretary 
of  State  relative  to  the  situation  of  affairs  at  a 
former  period,  he  deemed  it  then  unnecessajy 
to  expatiate.  Though  a  great  deal,  he  ob- 
served, might  in  ordinary  cases  proceed  upon 
prei.umption,  yet  when  the  safety  and  exist- 
ence of  an  empire  was  at  stake,  such  grounds 
of  action  should  be  exploded.  With  respect 
to  the  character  and  conduct  of  a  certain  great 
and  illustrious  man,  which  not  only  by  him, 
hut  by  the  nation  in  general,  was  regarded 
with  feelings  of  gratitude  and  admiration,  he 
would  aver  of  that  great  m.an,  he  meant  Mr, 
Pitt,  that  he  was  the  pohtical  saviour  of  his 
country.  This  great  man  was,  with  others, 
accused  and  suspected  by  Mr.  Buonaparte  of 
being  concerned  in  the  affair  of  what  he  called 
the  infernal  machine,  for  taking  away  his  life* 
Of  this  accusation,  he  beheved  every  honest 
man  would  acquit  him  ;  but  there  was  another" 
machine,  he  c mid  not  say  an  infernal,  but  a 
very  jiiischicvous  one,  v.iiich  (iO  \vc  undeP'« 
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«tood  his  Lordship)  possibly  he  had  some  con-  '. 
cern  in,  nnmely,  the  formation  of  thr  present 
ministry,  whose  conduct  hnd  abundantly  com- 
pensated Buor.aparte  for  whatever  nijury  he 
-might  have  siistan^.ed  from  the  machinations  he 
at  first  all  jded  to. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  answered  t't:e  re- 
marks of  the  Noble  Eatl  'ihoiily.  Hv  tift  ob- 
served upon  the  evident  irregularity  of  the 
greater  part  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  Noble 
Earl.  Upon  the  measure  itself  before  the 
■committee,  he  hnd  applied  the  general  ex- 
pressions of  weak,  inefficient,  and  an  hal*^- 
measure ;  such  as,  according  to  the  N  )b]e 
Earl,  were  all  the  measures  of  the  present 
miserable  Administration  of  the  country.  How- 
ever, with  respect  to  the  bill  regularly  under 
.discussion,  he  would  tell  his  Lordship  and  the 
commiitee,  that  it  was  such  as  Ministers, 
upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  subjeet,  with 
a  reference  to  the  Kituation  of  the  Prince  him- 
self, anil  their  duty  to  the  public,  in  which 
view  of  the  subject  that  situation  made  a  part, 
thought  it  advisable  and  proper  to  propose. 
That  it  was  an  half-measure,  would  be  con- 
tradicted by  the  very  tenoin-  and  spirit  of  his 
Majesty's  message  ;  and  the  Noble  Earl  should 
be  aware  that  there  was  moie  real  magnani- 
mity and  genuine  spirit  in  firmly  adhering, 
against  the  opinion  of  others,  to  a  measure 
which,  upon  due  deliberation,  they  decided 
upon  as  good  and  serviceable,  than  there  was 
in  leaning  to  what  the  precipitation  of  others 
may  wish  to  be  done.  V/ith  respect  to  the 
general  question  of  confidence  to  Ministers, 
he  thought  precisely  with  his  Noble  Friend 
who  spoke  second  in  the  debate  ;  and  person- 
ally to  himself  he  had  to  observe,  that  the 
favour  of  his  Sovereign  had  elevated  him  to 
that  situation  which  certainly  he  most  coveted, 
but  which  at  the  same  time  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  his  Sovereign,  to  others,  and  to  his 
country,  to  accept  of;  and  he  hoped  he  had 
honestly  and  conscientiously  performed  his 
duty  therein  while  he  held  it.  With  jegard 
to  the  Noble  Earl's  explanation  of  his  language 
of  yeste.day,  he  would  only  say,  that  he 
hoped  the  Administration  had  shoulders  broad 
enough  to  bear  that  and  even  more.  Much  was 
said  of  the  confidence  of  the  country  ;  but  that 
Ministers  were  not  destitute  of  it  was  plain, 
by  the  almost  unanimous  approbation  of  their 
measures,  by  that  constitutional  organ  of  the 
nation,  the  Parliament ;  those  measures  were 
founded  in  their  sense  of  what  they  deemed 
the  best  interests  of  their  country  ;  and  by  the 
decisions  of  that  Assembly,  with  respect  to 
the  wisdom  or  spirit  of  their  conduct,  they 
would  wish  to  be  judged,  and  not  by  the 
observations  of  individuals. 

The  clauses  and  provisions  of  the  bill  were 
then  agreed  to  without  farther  observation 
ffQiri  the  CQnimittee,  and  the  House  resum- 


ing,   ordered  the  Report  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Mar.  15. — (See  Minutes,  p.  506.) 

[Irish  militia.] — The  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  upon  the  Irish  militia 
bill. 

Mr.  WiCKHAM  moved  the  insertion  of  a 
clause,  authorizing  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ir-  land  to  cause  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four 
guineas,  to  be  pa-d  to  each  person  enroHing 
himself  in  the  militia  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Elliot  requested  to  know,  whether 
this  bill  was  intended  to  extend  to  every  part 
of  the  militia  of  Ireland,  or  only  to  apply  to  a 
particular  part  of  that  country. 

Mr.  Wickham  said  this  bill  was  brought  in 
to  authorize  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
to  raise  mditiamen  at  four  guineas,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulty  which  had  been  ex- 
perienced in  getting  persons  to  serve,  when 
chosen  by  ballot ;  at  the  same  time,  it  left  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  tlie  power  to  get  them  at  a 
smaller  bounty  if  possible  :  he  however  had 
the  privilege  to  offer  every  inducement  to  per- 
sons to  enter. 

Mr.  Elliot  observed,  that  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  make  a  few  observations  on  this 
bill  before  it  passed  into  a  law:  he  thought  it 
would  tend  to  subvert  the  recruiting  service  of 
Ireland.  He  was  not  an  enemy  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  militia  in  that  country.  There 
was  a  practical  difference  between  England 
and  Ireland  as  to  the  formation  of  the  militia. 
In  this  country,  men  are  chosen  by  ballot; 
but  in  Ireland,  it  has  been  formed  and  con- 
ducted both  by  ballot  and  '  ounty.  He  thought, 
and  indeed  experience  had  taught  him,  that  if 
a  bounty  of  four  guineas  were  given  to  induce 
men  to  enter  into  the  militia,  it  would  operate 
as  a  great  injury  to  the  recruiting  sen'ice,  par- 
ticularly as  so  large  a  number  of  men  as  40,000 
1  were  to  be  raised. 

Mr.  Wickham  said  he  was  sure  that  the 
Hon.   Gent.  (Mr.  Elliot)  had   not  taken   the 

j  trouble  t)  look  over  the  bill,  otherwise  he 
would  n  ;t  now  have  made  those  observations 

!  on  it.     It  was  ahnost  unnecessary  to  state  the 

j  manner  and  method  adopted  in  this  country 
to   raise   militiamen,    as   every    Gent,  in    the 

\  House  knew  there  was  but  one ;  but  in  Ireland 
the  same  method  would  not  effect  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  militia:  and  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  the  militia  had  not  been  raised  in 
that  country  by  ballot.  In  Ireland  it  was  the 
province  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  procure 
militiamen  in  every  way  that  was  honourable 
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and  just,  and  it  was  found  from  experience 
that  the  methods  tried  had  been  in  some  mea~ 
Kure  defective,  which  has  given  cause  to  the 
present  bill,  which  bil!  will  extend  the  power 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  give  a  better  bounty 
to  persons  wlio  may  be  inclined  to  fight  for  the 
protection  of  their  liberty  and  laws.  The  Learn- 
ed Gent,  had  observed,  that  he  was  an  advo- 
cate for  raisino:  the  militia  by  ballot,  and  that 
he  thought  a  bounty  of  four  guineas  would  be 
hurtful  to  the  recruiting  service  ;  but  he  would 
btg  the  Hon.  Gent,  to  consider,  that  if  the 
m  litia  was  raised  by  ballot,  substitutes  would 
be  consequently  got  at  a  heavy  price ;  by  that 
nieans,  men  would  sooner  wait  for  ofFcrs  of 
this  kind  than  enter  into  the  regular  service. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  present  measure 
vas  calculated  to  benefit  the  militia  force  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  he  did  not  think  it  a 
measure  calculated  to  augment  the  militia 
of  Ireland :  he  thought  if  men  were  not 
raised  by  ballot,  they  could  not  be  raised 
at  all. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said  he  could  not 
help  complaining  that  the  Hon.  Gent,  had 
thought  proper  to  enter  into  an  examination 
of  the  militia  laws  of  Ireland,  upon  an  inci- 
•clental  expense  of  this  kind,  particularly  at  the 
present  m^oment,  when  every  exertion  v/as  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  force  of  the  empire. 
Whether  particular  parts  of  the  militia  law 
were  good  or  bad,  it  "i'-ts  ncv.'  the  duty  of 
cveiy  man  to  make  the  best  of  it ;  and  it  was 
rather  singular  that  the  Hon.  Gevst-  who  was 
one  of  tlie  fir^t  to  sound  the  trumpet  of  alarm, 
should  now  take  an  opportunity  of  dishearten- 
ing the  public  mind  with  rer.pectto  the  public 
force.  It  would  certainly  have  been  n;ore  pro- 
per for  the  Hon.  Gent,  v/hen  the  other  bill 
was  brought  forward  in  Decem.ber  last,  to 
come  forward  and  to  have  stated  his  general 
objections  to  the  measure ;  but  he  then  sat 
perfectly  silent,  and  did  not  offer  one  single 
objection :  but  now,  when  it  was  necessaq- 
to  amend  that  bill  in  bome  particulars,  the 
Kon.  Gent,  came  forward  with  general  objec- 
tions to  the  whole  of  the  system.  The  Hon. 
Gent,  must  know  that  the  militia  of  Ireland 
had  never  been,  nor  conk!  now  be  raised  en- 
tirely by  ballot.  Why,  then,  did  he  not  bring 
forward  a  bill  to  correct  that  evil  ?  it  had, 
however,  been  suffered  to  go  on  to  the  pre- 
sent tim.e,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to 
make  the  best  of  it.  The  object  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  only  to  enable  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant to  grant  a  greater  bounty,  if  it  shouid  be 
found  necessary,  and  to  continue  a  i.iil  vvhich 
would  expire  in  a  short  time,  to  the  er.d  of 
the  year  :  and  if  the  bour.ty  did  not  exceed 
four  guineas,  it  certainly  v/ould  not  materially 
affect  the  recruiling  service,  if,  indeed,  it  would 
at  all  interfere  ^,  ith.  it. 


Sir  L.  Par  SOX  3  said  thsre  appeared  two 
points  for  corisideration  ;  the  one  was,  whe- 
ther the  method  adopted  by  this  bill  was  con- 
stitutional ?  and  the  other  was,  ^vhether  the 
way  of  getting  men  by  a  bounty  would  answer 
the  purpose  of  the  country  better  than  by  bal- 
lot ?  He  thought  with  the  Gent,  who  preceded 
him,  that  the  present  bill  would  answer  every 
purpose  the  country  could  wish  for,  and  give 
a  much  greater  satisfaction  to  the  persons  who 
served  in  tiie  militia.  He  could  assure  the 
commvittee,  that  choosing  persons  by  ballot 
very  often  rendered  the  officers  very  unplea- 
sant, as  they  had  frequently  to  associate  v.-ith 
men  whom  they  would  not  have  taken  among 
them,  if  such  a  bill  as  the  present  had  been  in 
force. 

Mr.  FiT7, GERALD  Said  that  he  approved  of 
the  present  bill,  and  thought  it  was  a  much 
better  niethod  of  raising  men  than  by  ballot, 
as  it  would  do  away  that  trouble  and  expense 
which  attended  an  individual  in  getting  a  sub- 
stitute. 

General  Tar le ton  expressed  his  high  ap- 
probation  of  the  bill  now  under  discussion, 
which  would  tend  to  facilitate  the  getting  of 
men  in  Ireland.     He  well  knew  the  state  of 
the  Irish   militia,  and  was  proud  to  say,  he 
had  the  honour  to  command  a  regiment  of 
I  militia  in  that  country,  who  had  given  ample 
i  proof  of  their  loyalty  and  affection  to  their 
!  King,  and  who  were  an  honourable  example 
I  of  courage,  and  every  requisite  that  can  adorn 
the  character  of  a  soldier ;  and  he  hoped  that 
1  the   militia   of  every   county   in   the    empire 
would  shew  the  same  desire  to  protect  it  from 
the  attacks  of  an  enemy. 

j  Mr.  EiLioT  said  he  thought  that  four  gui- 
j  nea':  was  too  great  a  sum  to  give  for  men,  as 
j  it  would  sdd  a  very  heavy  expense  to  the 
i  country ;  with  a  less  bounty  the  Lord  Lieu- 
!  tenant  might  increase  the  mi'itiato  double  the 
j  number  mentioned  in  the  bill.  He  could  not 
1  but  express  his  disapprobation  of  the  m.easure, 
!  2?  he  thought  it  would  not  tend  to  serve  the 
;  COliJ'.try, 

The  ArTo^vt  Y  Gijtieral  of  Ireland  said 
i  he  could  not  but  express  his  astonishment  at 
I  the  objections  made  by  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr. 
i  Elliot)  who  sat  with  him  in  another  Parlia- 
I  ment ;  and  he  must  be  permitted  to  call  to  the 
I  recollection  of  the  lion.  Gent  the  time  he  per- 
]  fectly  agreed  to  the  veiy  principle  he  now  re- 
i  probates.  A  bill  went  through  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons,  granting  the  sum  of  six  pounds 
I  to  every  man  wlio  would  serve  in  the  militia, 
and  the  Hon.  Gent,  never  objected  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  bill.     The  Geu^leman  well  knew 
hi-,  statement  to  be  coiTcct     He  observed,  that 
there  v/ere  several  instances  to  prove  the  bad 
effect   of  a  ballot-,   men  got  accoutred  ^ad 
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clothed,  and  then  left  their  duty  for  the  ser- 
vica  of  the  rebel  party. 

Mr.  Leigh  said  that  the  sum  of  four  guineas 
would  induce  men  to  enter  into  the  militia  ser- 
vice, which  was  a  much  better  way  of  getting 
them  than  by  ballot.  Many  ill  consequences 
had  attended  a  ballot,  and  much  confusion 
might  attend  it  again. 

Colonel  Bagwell  said  that  it  appealed  to 
him  to  be  impossible  to  raise  a  militia  by  bal- 
lot ;  it  had  been  proved  an  act  of  danger  ;  the 
experiment  had  been  tried,  but  without  suc- 
cess :  he  said  there  were  men  who  would  ra- 
ther enter  into  the  recruiting  service  than  the 
militia ;  and  as  the  bounty  was  larger,  the 
sum  proposed  in  the  present  bill  would  not 
hurt  the  recruiting  service. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

IVednesday,  Mar.  16. — (See  Minutes,  p.  506.) 

[Frivolous  arrests,] — On  the  order  for 
receiving  the  report  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
prevention  of  frivolous  and  vexatious  arrests, 
&c. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  observed,  that  he  had 
an  additional  clause  to  propose,  which  was  of 
that  nature  that  could  be  introduced  into  the 
bill  either  in  the  present  stage,  or  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  which 
he  intended  afterwards  to  propose  for  to-mor- 
row. However,  as  he  should  probably  be 
unable  to  attend  in  his  place  to-morrow,  he 
should  take  the  present  opportunity  of  offer- 
ing the  clause.  The  Noble  Earl  described  it 
to  be  of  that  nature  which  would  go  to  render 
the  measure  more  perfect  and  effectual  in  its 
altered  state  than  it  otherwise  Avould  he.  The 
Noble  Earl  took  the  opportunity  to  state  his 
intention  of  relinquishing,  with  respect  to  the 
present  bill,  the  raising  the  amount  of  the 
sum  for  which  arrests  should  take  place,  from 
10/.  to  20/.  Upon  consideration  and  fur- 
ther inquiry,  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  that  part  of  the  law  in  its  ori- 
ginal stale,  on  grounds  as  much  of  practical 
and  substantial  humanity  to  the  debtor,  as  of 
justice  and  security  to  the  creditor.  An  in- 
conceivable number  of  debts  of  an  amount  be- 
tween these  sums,  were  afloat,  and  there  was 
4  certain  description  of  persons  whom,  instead 
of  wishing  to  take  out  of  the  power  of  their 
creditors,  he  intended  if  possible  to  make  still 
more  liable  than  they  were  at  present:  he 
meant  those  persons  who  passed  as  gcntle- 
pien,  and  who  contrived  to  get  into  the  books 
of  tradesmen  to  different  amounts.  The  No- 
ble Earl  thv-i  ipoved  the  clause  above;  mtn- 
lioned. 

VoL.IIL 


The  Lord  Chancellor  was  of  opinion 
that  the  mode  proposed  by  the  Noble  Earl,  ia 
point  of  form,  for  the  introduction  of  his 
clause,  was  not  the  most  regular,  lie  thought 
it  would  be  more  ))roper  to  recommit  the  bill 
immediately,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
clause.  The  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  took 
the  opportunity  to  express  his  sentiments  with 
respect  to  the  Noble  Eavl's  intention  of  rais- 
ing the  amovmt  of  the  sum  for  which  debtors 
could  be  arrested,  to  20/.  It  had  in  the  first 
instance  struck  him  that  such  an  alteration 
could  be  well  and  safely  made,  but  he  had 
since  considered  the  point  with  the  inost  anxi- 
ous regard,  and  the  result  of  that  considera- 
tion was,  as  the  Noble  Earl  had  stated,  that 
such  a  regulation  would  not  eventually  tend 
to  the  ease  or  relief  of  the  debtor,  but  would 
certainly  operate  oppressively  with  regard  to 
the  creditor,  on  whom  indeed  it  would  prove 
a  kind  of  hardship,  and  tend  considerably  to 
lessen  his  security. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  explained;  after  which 
the  bill  was  recommitted,  and  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion received  and  agreed  to.  The  final  alter- 
ation made  in  the  bill  was  on  the  suggestion 
of  the  Noble  Earl,  and  respected  its  title, 
which  was  to  expunge  therefrom  the  words, 
"  and  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  on 
7)iesne  process." 

The  Elouse  then  resumed,  and  ordered  the 
report  to  be  received  next  day. 

[Irish  post-office.] — The  order  being 
read  for  their  Lordships  going  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Irish  postage  rates  bill, 

Lord  Auckland  rose,  and  urged  the  ob-. 
jections  whick  he  offered  last  night  against  a 
particular  clause  of  the  bill,  in  some  detail. 
His  Lordship  seemed  to  object  to  it  on  the 
ground  of  irregularity,  en  a  constitULional 
principle,  and,  but  comparatively  in  a  very 
slight  degree,  with  a  reference  to  the  question 
of  reveniie.  Among  other  officers  in  Ireland 
to  whom  the  exemption  was  extended,  v>as 
one  whose  office  was  no  longer  in  existence; 
it  also  had  the  effect  of  recognising,  as  it  ope- 
rated with  respect  to  this  country,  a  fourth 
secretary  of  state,  which  possibly  may  render 
the  vacation  of  a  seat  in  the  other  House  o£ 
Parliament  requisite.  With  respect  to  the 
consideration  or  revenue,  he  expressed  his  dis- 
approbation of  extending  the  exemptions  upon 
slight  grounds:  he  stated  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  Post-otTice  revenues  from  the  regulations 
in  1783,  at  certain  periods  to  the  present  year, 
in  which  he  stated  they  amount  to  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  upwards  of  9;,o,oco/.  payable 
into  the  Exchequer.  After  urging  these  seve- 
ral considerations  with  great  precision  and 
ability,  his  Lordship  expressed  himself  aware 
of  the  possible  effect  of  any  alteration  in  a. 
money-bill  in  that  House,  namely,  it?  rcjec 
*Ee 
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tion  by  the  other ;  but  he  wished  to  learn  from  1  Speaker  be  directed  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
his  Noble  Friend  on  the  woolsack,  the  best  and  to  issue  a  new  writ  for  Nottingham,  until  after 
most  regular  course  of  proceeding  in  the  pre-  I  the  Report  shall  have  been  taken  into  con- 
sent instance.  sideration. 


The  Lord  Chancfllor  observed,  there 
was  an  evident  inaccuracy  in  that  part  of  the 
bill  alluded  to  by  the  Noble  Lord.  He  coin- 
cided with  what  fell  from  his  Noble  Friend, 
and  said  it  would  be  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House  how  far  the  probable  event  of  the 
intended  alteration  should  tend  to  deter  them 
from  doing  what  they  themselves  might  con- 
ceive to  1  e  right.  However,  the  best  course 
to  take  would,  he  thought,  be  to  negative 
the  commitment  of  the  bill,  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  the  third  reading,  and  then  to 
expunge  the  clause,  should  their  Lordships  so 
determine. 

The  Earl  of  Limfrtck  took  the  opportu- 
nity to  offer  his  sentiments  upon  the  occasion, 
which  he  did  at  some  length.  He  detailed  the 
nature  of  the  offices  adverted  to  by  the  Noble 
Lord,  some  of  which  he  said  were  recognised 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament  by  the  bills  of  1800 
and  1 801.  He  was  the  decided  friend  and  ad- 
vocate of  the  Union  ;  he  was  confident  of  the 
advantages  which  would  eventually  arise  to 
Ireland  therefrom ;  but  he  could  not  help  ob- 
serving, that  m  consequence  of  it  she  was 
shorn  of  some  of  her  brightest  feathers,  many 
of  which  were  transplanted  hither;  and  the  j 
Noble  Earl  seemed  to  justify  the  drawers  up  I 
of  the  present  bill,  as  following  the  example  of  i 
former  bills  of  the  kind.  I 

Lord  AucKLAvn,  in  reply,  vindicated  him-  I 
self  from  any  imputation  of  dis!"espect  to  Ire-  I 
land,  or  want  of  due  attention  to  the  welfare  | 
and  interests  of  that  part  of  the  United  King-  | 
dom.     In  the  course  of  the  Noble  Lord's  ex-  j 
planation,  he  repeated  his  disapprobation  of  1 
too  widely  extending  the  exemption,  and  took 
occasion   to   state,    that  no  less  a  sum  than  I 
93,000/.  was  at  present  lost  to  the  Post-office  re-  ' 
venues  by  the  privileges  of  Members  of  the  Le- 
gislature, exclusive  of  between  94  and  95,00c/. 
lost  by  the  exemption  of  otherprivikgcdptrsons. 

The  Lord  Chancf.i.lor  expressed  similar 
feelings  respecting  the  interests  of  Lxland  with 
those  avowed  by  his  Noble  Friend. 


Lord  Carleton-  made  a  few  observations 
on  the  occasion,  after  which  the  question  for 
negativing  the  committee  on  the  bill  was  car- 
ried, the  bill  read  a  third  time,  when  the  clause 
in  question  was  expunged,  and  the  bill  after- 
wards passed  in  the  usual  way. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
ll'eJneiday,  Mar.  i^.—f  See  Minutes,  p.  ^oG.) 

[Nottingham    election.] Mr.    H. 

BiiowNE   moved,   That  no  warrant  of  the 


The  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Fox  said,  if  the  House  came  to  this  de- 
termination now,  they  would  act  most  preci- 
pitately. The  Hon.  Gent,  v/ho  moved  this, 
and  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
knew  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  might, 
for  aught  he  knew,  be  justified  in  wishing  that 
no  new  election  should  take  place  until  after 
this  Report  should  be  considered ;  but  the 
House  collectively  had  no  such  knowledge. 
He  thought  the  Report  ought  to  be  perused  for 
a  few  days  by  the  Members  of  the  House,  and 
afterwards  it  v/ould  be  time  enough  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  of  this  nature:  he  did  not 
see  there  was  at  present  sufficient  ground  for 
the  House  to  determine  at  once  that  the  town 
of  Nottingham  should  remain  unrepresented 
for  all  this  time.  He  said  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  inconvenience  likely  to  result  to  the 
town  if  this  motion  should  be  adopted,  be- 
cause it  would  be  keeping  it  all  that  time  as  it 
were  in  a  state  of  election  ;  for  every  one  knew 
that  such  would  be  the  practical  effect  of 
keeping  it  for  that  time  unrepresented,  and  in 
a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  a  poll  may 
recommence.  For  these  reasons  this  motion 
had  his  decided  negative,  though  he  did  not 
know  that  he  should  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  it. 

Mr.  Bond  said  that  this  motion  was  made 
in  form  and  manner  conformably  to  parlia- 
mentary usage  and  established  precedent.  It 
appeared  from  the  Report  which  had  just  been 
read  to  the  House,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  who  had  investigated  the  mat- 
ter, there  was  no  reasonable  ground  of  hope 
of  a  peaceable  election  for  the  town  of  Not- 
tingham, unless  some  means  be  taken  for  its 
preservation  different  from  those  which  at  pre- 
sent exist.  He  submitted  to  the  House  the 
propriety  of  giving  to  the  Report  of  this  com- 
mittee the  same  confidence  that  had  been  re- 
posed in  others  ;  and  if  any  such  confidence 
was  reposed,  it  was  manifest  from  the  Report 
itself  that  no  new  election  ought  to  take  place 
until  after  that  Report  should  have  been  con- 
sidered. 


Mr.  H.  Browne  said  he  should  not  have 
made  this  motion  without  assigning  reasons 
\  for  it ;  but  that  he  thought  the  House  would 
I  have  seen  the  propriety  of  it  immediately.  The 
evidence  given  before  the  committee  was  now 
before  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Members ;  he  thought  it 
therefore  disrespectful  to  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed to  assign  to  them  reasons  upon  a  subject 
the  House  had  agreed  to  take  into  consider- 
ation on  a  future  day,  a  subject  at  present 
known  only  to  the  few  Members  who  com- 
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posed  the  committee.  The  House,  however, 
would  so  far  give  credit  to  the  Report  in  the 
first  instance,  as  to  say  that  no  new  election 
should  take  place  until  this  mitter  be  consi- 
dered ;  for  it  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  Re- 
port which  had  been  read  to  th.e  House,  that 
the  freedom  of  election  had  been  grossly  vio- 
lated by  a  systematic  tumult,  which  was  as 
disgraceful  as  bribery  and  corruption.  The 
House  would  so  far  confide  in  the  committee 
as  to  believe  they  would  not  have  reported  these 
serious  matters  without  foundation  ;  and  if  the 
House  gave  that  confidence  to  the  committee, 
the  case  would  need  no  further  argument. 

Mr.  Fox  said  he  did  not  mean  to  refuse 
every  confidence  to  the  committee  of  which 
the  Hon.  Gent,  had  been  speaking,  any  more 
than  he  should  to  any  other ;  but  he  wished  to 
know  the  subject  on  which  he  was  to  confide 
before  he  gave  that  confidence  :  at  present  he 
had  no  such  knowledge.  This  was  a  measure 
similar  to  a  proceeding  against  an  individual 
for  crimes ;  for  depriving  the  electors  of  the 
town  of  Nottingham  of  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  election,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  punish- 
ment, a  course  v>'hich  he  was  not  now  going 
to  debate ;  he  only  thought  that  the  House 
ought  to  take  a  little  time  to  consider  before 
it  adopted  it.  He  did  not  want  time  to  con- 
sider whether  any  confidence  was  due  to  the 
committee,  that  he  was  ready  to  repose  ;  but 
he  wanted  time  to  consider  what  the  com- 
mittee had  reported. 

Mr.  W.  DuNDAs  said  he  did  not  see  how 
the  House  could  refuse  that  sort  of  credit  to 
the  Report  of  this  committee  which  this  mo- 
tion only  required,  for  the  motion  was  almost 
of  course,  if  the  Report  of  the  committee  was 
a  proper  one.  The  Report  stated,  among 
other  things,  that  there  was  no  reasonable 
ground  to  hope  for  a  peaceable  election  in  the 
town  of  Nottingham,  unless  some  measures 
be  taken,  which  in  the  present  state  of  things 
in  that  town  cannot  be  taken  :  now  if  that  was 
the  opinion  of  a  committee  which  had  been 
for  so  many  days  carefully  examining  the  mat- 
ter, what  reason  was  there  for  doubting  that 
such  will  be  the  opinion  of  the  House  when 
they  come  to  peruse  the  labours  of  that  com- 
mittee upon  that  subject ;  and  if  such  was 
likely  to  be  the  ultimate  opinion  of  the  House, 
would  it  not  be  extremely  improper  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  new  election  at  this  place  before  this 
matter  was  seriously  considered  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
he  was  led  to  concur  in  the  proposition  now 
before  the  House,  on  the  ground  stated  by  the 
Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke  last.  The  committee, 
whose  Report  the  House  had  heard  read,  had 
declared  that  a  legislative  provision  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  freedom  of  election  for 
the  town  of  Nottingham.  The  House  would 
not  adopt  any  legislative  provision,  except  on 


the  ground  on  which  the  comniittce  had  formed 
their  opinion.  Was  it  not  therefore  fit,  after 
an  inquiry  had  been  carried  on  by  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  same  inquiry  should  be  car- 
ried on  by  the  House  in  examining  the  mate- 
rials on  which  the  committee  had  formed  its 
opinion,  a  committee  composed  of  Hon.  Mem- 
bers of  that  House,  sworn  to  do  their  duty 
faithfully  and  impartially,  and  who  had  told 
the  House  by  their  Report  that  which  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  community,  and 
the  security  of  the  constitution,  namely,  that 
freedom  of  election  could  not  be  had  at  Not- 
tingham without  the  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  would  ask,  was  it  or  was  it  not  fit 
to  give  credit  to  the  committee  who  had  ex- 
amined this  matter,  until  the  House  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  ground 
on  which  their  recommendation  was  foundtji? 
He  did  not  consider  himself  pledged  to  follow 
up  their  resolution ;  he  should  suspend  his 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  until  after  he  should 
have  read  the  Report ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
he  should  asquiesce  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  committee :  he  should  have  time  to 
consider  the  grounds  on  which  that  opinion 
was  founded. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 


[Sir  THOMAS  TROUBRiDGE.] — Captain 
Markkam  said  he  was  under  the  disagreeatle 
necessity  of  obtruding  upon  the  House  on  a 
subject  of  a  very  delicate  nature.  When  the 
character  of  an  individual  belonging  to  the 
House  was  attacked,  he  thought  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  some  investigation  or  in- 
quiry should  take  place  into  the  circum.stances, 
so  that  either  the  honour  of  the  individual 
should  be  cleared,  or,  if  he  had  been  guilty  of 
v.hat  had  been  imputed  to  him,  that  the  stigma 
might  fairly  rest  upon  his  character.  He  was 
very  sorry  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking 
this  course,  particularly  as  the  Hon.  Gent,  to 
w^hom  he  alluded  was  a  friend  of  his  ;  but  as  he 
was  also  high  in  general  estimation,  and  at  the 
Board  to  which  he  belonged,  he  thought  it  the 
more  necessary  to  bring  this  matter  forward.  It 
was  now  some  days  since  an  Hon.  Gent,  now 
in  the  House,  stated  that  some  improper  trans- 
actions had  taken  pi.-^ce  on  the  Stock  Exchange, 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  alluded  to  any 
one  person  in  particular,  he  only  n'.eant  to  say 
that  it  seemed  to  have  a  reference  to  some  pait 
of  his  Majesty's  government.  He  did  not  mean 
to  state  particular  words  ;  but  since  the  state- 
ment he  alluded  to  was  made  in  the  House,  a 
number  of  reports  had  been  circulated  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  Hon.  Friend:  he  meant  Sir 
Thomas  Troubridge,  of  whom  he  might  speak 
since  he  was  not  present.  Upon  the  state- 
ment to  w  hich  lie  had  already  referred,  a  let- 
ter appeared  in  the  newspapers  from  an  agent. 
He  v/ished  to  state,  as  nearly  as  he  could,  what 
the  nature  of  the  transaction  was.  It  was  this: 
— in  the  month  of  June  or  July  last,  Sir  Tho- 


■*43  0 


PARLIAMENTARY   DEBATES.--[March  i6.] 


tU34 


mas  Troubridge  wishing  to  purchase  nn  estate, 
and  having  fixed  on  the  place,  the  name  of 
which   he  beheved  was  Chitham,    in   Sussex, 
he  entered  into  a  treaty  for  that  estate,  and  in 
consequence  of  it   was  very   near   becoming 
the  purchaser;  to  complete  which  purchase 
lie  sold  out  his  stock,  to  the  amount  of  2000/. 
or  3000/.  more  or  less.     The  person  who  lived 
on  the  estate  and  rented  it,  had  laid  out  a 
great  deal  of  money  upon  it,  and  from  attach- 
ment te  it,  or  from  pride,  or  some  other  mo- 
tive, cliose  to  give  a  great  deal  more  money 
for  the  estate  than  Sir  T.  had  agreed  to  give  ; 
so  that  SirT^  had  not  the  estate,  and  therefore 
he  replaced  the  money  again  immediately  in  the 
funds.  He  still  wislied  to  1  ly  out  this  money  on 
the   first  opportunity  in  the  purchase  of  an 
estate, and  with  that  view  he  gave  general  orders 
lT>  his  agent,  that  he  should,  on  the  very  first 
depreciation  of  the  funds,  sell  out  for  him,  in 
order  that  when   he  wanted  the  use   of  his 
money,  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  relinquish 
his  object,  or  sell  out  at  a  great  disadvantage. 
This  agent,  so  directed,  found  some  deprecia- 
tion  of  the  funds  on  the   Saturday  ;  on  the 
Monday  there  was  a  greater  depreciation,  and 
then  the  agent,  without  communicating  with 
Sir  T.  sold  this  money  out  of  the  funds  for 
SirT. ;  and  he  now  begged  leave  to  read  to 
the  House  an  affidavit,  stating,  that  Wm.  E. 
Cook,    an   agent  for  Sir  T.   had,  for  several 
weeks  past,  had  particular  instructions  to  sell 
out   stock   for   Sir   T.  Troubridge,    when   it 
night  appear  to  him  to  be  prudent  to  do  so  : 
that  he  did  sell   out  for  SirT.  when  he   so 
judged ;  and  that  Sir  T.  did  not  know  of  that 
sale  of  stock  until  he,  the  agent,  had  reported 
it  to  Sir  T. ;  and  that  he  always  had  power  to 
sell  out  for  him  without  further  communica- 
tion.    Now,  Captain   Markham  said,  he  did 
not  know  hov.-  any  man  was  to  act,  if  this  was 
to  subject  Sir  T.  Troubridge  to  any  suspicion. 
How  was  Sir  T.  to  act  with  his  agent  ?     He 
gave  directions  to  sell  out,  when,  in  the  opi- 
nion  of  the  agent,  stock  was  likely  to  fall ; 
and  that  agent  sells  out.  Now,  if  SirT.  wished  | 
to  have  made  any  advantage  of  his  official  situ- 
ation, he  would  not  have  done  this,  for  he 
had  money  besides  this  in  the  stocks,  besides 
that  of  which  he  is  trustee  for  his  children, 
over  which  he  has  the  entire  control,  and  he 
would  not  have  confined  himself  to  the  sale  of 
the  st:ock  that  happened  to  be  thus  sold  out 
by  the  agent;  but  none  of  the  stock  he  had 
just  mentioned  had  been  sold,  neither  did  the 
agent,  Mr.  Cook,  know  of  what  was  going 
forward,  for  he  had  of  his  own  3000/.  worth 
of  stock,  and  which,  if  he  had  been  let  into 
the  secret,  he  would  have   sold  out.     Ur.dor 
these  impressions.  Captain  Markham  sniJ,  and 
feeling,  as  he  did,  for  the  honour  and  long  and 
valuable  services  of  his  Hon.  Colleague,  Sir 
Thomas  Troubridge,  it  was  impossible  that 
he  could  remain  quiet  while  any  imputation 
rested  on  such  a  character.     He  believed  every 


man  in  that  House  knew  the  character  of 
Sir  T.  as  an  Hon.  Member,  and  every  man  in 
the  service  knew  him  as  a  gallant  meritorious 
officer,  and  a  mhn  of  honour:  he  felt  so  much 
foi  his  honour  and  integrity,  for  the  unsullied 
purity  of  his  mind,  that  he  declared  upon  his 
honour,  and  he  would  utter  it  if  he  Wd.s  going 
to  stand  before  his  Creator  at  this  moment, 
that  he  believed  Sir  T.  was  abso'utely  spotless 
with  regard  to  the  reference  which  had  been 
supposed  to  have  been  made  to  him,  and  of 
his  having  made  use  of  his  official  situation  to 
avail  himself  of  the  sale  of  property  in  the 
funds.  Under  this  impression,  there  was  but 
one  thing  he  could  desire  the  House  to  do  for 
the  satisfaction  of  Sir  T.  and  that  was,  to  go 
into  a  full  and  minute  investigation  of  this 
matter.  He  hoped  that  an  investigation  best 
adapted  for  that  purpose  would  immediately  . 
take  effect,  and  therefore  he  should  move, 
That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  this  matter. 

Mr.  Dent  declared  that  any  allusion  which 
he  made  in  the  House  on  this  subject  was  not 
in  the  least  degree  to  Capt.  Troubridge.     The 
allusion  he  made  way  as  general  as  possible,  and 
he  believed  as  generally  taken  as  it  was  made. 
That  very  considerable  sums  of  money  had 
been  sold  out  «f  the  funds  previous  to  the  event 
of  the  King's  messagebeingpubliclyannoimred, 
was  beyond  doubt;  and  when  he  took  notice 
of  it  in  the  House,  he  look  care  to  acquit  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Addington)  of  being  a 
party  to  it,  for  he  believed  him  to  he  as  imma- 
culate as  his  predecessor.     I'he  itatenient  he 
made  was  on  this  gnnmd  :  that  having  given 
credit  to  Administration  for  the  time  it  was 
known,  and  having  considered  when  it  was 
made  known  to  the  I-ord  Mayor  in  the  city,  it 
did  appear  somewhat  unfortunate  that  it  should 
have  got  before  that  time  to  the  knowledge  of 
some  other  persotis  in  the  city,  not  within  the 
knowledge  of  any  one  in  administration ;  but 
something  of  that  sort  had  gc;t  out,  from  what 
quarter  he  did  not  know  ;  he  did  not  insinuate 
I  that  it  came  from  any  individual  in  govern- 
ment, but  that   something  v/as  known  in  the 
!  city  no  one  would  deny.     He  made  no  accu- 
1  sation  on  any  man,  he  only  made  a  general 
j  allusion  :  every  man  knew  it  as  well  as  he  did  ;,. 
I  that  he  mentioned  it  as  a  report,  and  nothii'g 
I  else  ;  but  upon  his  honour  he  never  meant  to 
!  insinuate  any  thing  against  the  character  of 
Sir  T.  Troubridge,  for  whom.,  from  the  ac- 
count of  others,  v,-ithout  being  known  to  hirn, 
I  he  had  the  greatest  esteem.    He  lamented  that 
I  any  affidavit  had  been  made  upon  this  occasion 
on  behalf  of  Sir  T.  because  he  considered  hh 
chaiaCicr  above  all  su;ipicion.    He  begged  par- 
don  of  the   House  for  stating  so  nuich ;  he 
could  have  wished  that  his  Majesty's  govern, 
ment  hatl  sent  down  to  the  Lord  Mayor  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  m.orning  of  that  day  that 
press-warrants  were  to  be  iiiiied  ;  ail  incoiiM;-- 
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nience  would  then  have  been  avoided  ;  for  he 
verily  believed  that  nothing  of  this  kind  would 
have  happened. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
he  knew  the  irregularity  of  getting  into  a  con- 
versation of  this  sort,  but  he  hoped  it  would 
be  excused  by  the  House  on  account  of  its  ex- 
traordinary nature.  The  Hon.  Gent,  had  said 
truly,  that  what  he  had  said  on  a  former  night 
was  couched  in  general  terms ;  but  it  went 
forth  to  the  country  as  a  stigma  upon  some- 
body. The  Hon.  Gent,  whose  character  had 
been  brought  forward  to-night,  was  a  distin- 
guished officer,  and  who  was  now,  he  main- 
tained it  without  the  least  hazard  of  contra- 
diction, absolutely  and  entirely  exculpated 
from  all  possible  suspicion  of  misconduct.  He 
was  in  a  situation  which  the  House  could  not 
fail  to  feel,  and  it  must  be  matter  of  commi- 
seration and  regret  to  every  one  who  knew 
him,  and  to  every  one  v/ho  knew  what  were 
the  feelings  of  wounded  honour,  to  think  that 
any  suspicion  should  have  attached  on  him. 
That  gallant  officer  and  honourable  man  had 
had  recourse  to  what  the  Hon,  Gent,  who 
spoke  last  lamented,  namely,  the  oath  of  his 
agent,  which  proved  incontestably  his  perfect 
Innocence.  That  agent  had  sworn  positively 
that  Sir  T.  had  no  communication  with  him 
respecting  money  in  the  funds  for  several  v/eeks 
previous  to  the  sale  of  this  stock,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  the  period  the  stock  was  sold 
the  agent  communicated  any  thing  to  him 
upon  the  svibject  of  it ;  a  circumstance  so  ma- 
terial, that  it  was  absolutely  conclusive  upon 

the  case,  and  no  doubt  could  remain  upon  it. 

He  was  sure  there  was  not  one  Member  in  the 

House  who  did  not  believe  that  the  character 

of  this  officer  was  pure.     He  was  sure  there 

was  not  one  man  in  that  House,  or  any  con- 
siderate man  out  of  that  House,  attentive  to 

what  was  said  in  it,  who  did  not  feel  how  im- 
portant and  essential  it  v.- as  to  the  welfare  of 

the  country  itself,  to  support  the  characters 

of  men  of  station  and  officers  of  distinguished 

merit.     The. people   of  this  country   were  a 

steady  and  reflecting  people,  and  they  would 

not  be  very  ready  to  set  up  any  presuniptions 

whatever  without  proof,  against  the  ciiaracter 

of  a  man  whose  life  had  been  one  constant 

scene  of  public  services,  adorned  by   unble- 

m.ished  honour.     If  there  was  any  distinction 

of  good  qualities  to  be  made,  where  all  the 

qualities  were  good,  he  would  say  of  Sir  T.  ]    [Irish  militia.]— Mr.ALEXANDERbrcnght 

that  he  was  most  remarkable  for  a  sturdy  pu-  j  up  the  Report  of  tht^  Committee  en  the  IrisJi 

rity  and  unimpeached  integrity.  The  Hon. 
Gent,  had  said,  that  his  allusion  was  in  gene- 
■  ral  terms;  that  was  the  very  thing  he  com- 
plained of.  He  called  on  the  Hon.  Gent,  to 
•speak  out,  to  state  any  circumstance  that  at- 
tached the  moft  minute  or  the  most  remote 
degree  of  suspicion,  not  only  on  Sir  T.  but  on 
iny  individual  connected  with  Government, 
«ipQn  the  subject  to  which  his  allusion  was 
made.    These  allusions  were  not  to  be  hastily 


and  inconsiderately  made:  Mini'jtcrs  had  se- 
crets to  preserve,  and  he   hoped  they  would 
preserve  them  when  it  was  pioperthcy  should. 
do  so.     They  had  secrets  to  preserve  at  the 
time  of  the  signature  of  the  late  preliminaries 
of  peace  ;  nothing  transpired  previous  to  that 
event;  but  after  it  happened,  there   was  no 
unnecessary  delay  in  the  communication  of  it. 
But  they  did  not  imagine  they  would  have 
been  accused  of  making  an  indiscreet  <.lisclo- 
sure  on  this  occasion.     The  very  preparatioa 
made  on  the  coast  of  the  enemy  might  have 
had  the  effect  of  which  the  Hon.  Gent,  spok-e, 
for  that  was  a  matter  which  couki   not   be 
known    exclusively    to    Government ;    man^' 
merchants  in  the  city  might  have  knovcn,  and 
he  had  no  ;loubt  many  merchants  did  know,  c€ 
these  preparations;  so  that  this  was  not  mat- 
ter confined  to  persons  in  an  official  situation- 
The  Hon.  Gent,  mentioned  the  circumstance 
of  information  to   the  Lord   Mayor  at  niiie 
o'clock  in  the  morning.   Upon  this  it  naturally- 
occurred  to  observe,  there  was  no  magic  in  any 
communication  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don :  no  individuals  could  have  been  prevented 
by  this  from  speculation.     The  fact  v/as,  that 
a   diametrically    opposite    conduct    was    ob- 
served, until  the  time  came  v/hen  it  became 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  city  of  London  to  back  press-wan-antb, 
and  then  it  could  be  no  longer  concealed  ;  and 
this  was  not  knov/n  until  the  Stock  Exchange 
business  was  over,  and  he  had  left  the  House-: 
it  was  the  determination  of  himself,  and  all 
the   Ministers  of  his   Majesty's  government* 
not  to  disclose  any  thing  upon  this  subjecs; 
until  the  last  moment.    He  begged  pardon  of 
the  House  for  saying  so  much  on  this  occasion^ 
but  he  thought  what  he  was  anxious  upon  v>fts 
accomplished,  for  the  character  of  Sir  T.  he 
maintained,  was  perfectly  clear  and  spotkjss. 
And  he  called  on  the  Hon.  Gent,  or  any  mrm 
in  or  out  of  that  House,  to  do  their  duty,  fcr 
it  was  their  duty  to  state,  if  tliey  knew  the 
name  of  any  one  individurJ  connected  witia 
Government,  who  had  been  guilty  of  such  a 
bleach  of  trust  as  that  of  turning  to  his  o\\Ti 
personal  advantage,  .-.gainst  the  public,   anj 
knovv'ledge   which   his  official   situation   gavr 
him.     He  meant  this  not  o;ily  as  appiicabk 
to   every   Member    of    Government,    but  ta> 
every  individual  in  the  remotest  degree  ccn- 
nected  with  it. 


militia  bill ;  v/hen  the  resolution  respecting 
the  bounty  to  be  given  to  militia-raen  wzs 
read, 

Mr.  WiN'DHAK  said  h-e  rose  to  Gubtmt  ta 
the  House  some  objections  to  the  present 
measure,  though  he  ilid  net  hope,  by  .an/ 
arguments  he  could  use,  to  be  able  to  make 
any  impression  upon  the  Hotic,  or  produce 
any  modification  ia  the  m.easLrc  ho'.t  und-er 
consideration.     His  only  object  v.asj  to  enter 
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his  protest  against  this  measure,  and  to  throw 
out  some  observations,  which  perhaps  might 
be  atiended  to  in  future,  wlien  any  similar 
measure  was  brought  forward.  He  begged, 
>n  the  first  place,  to  declare,  that  he  was  not  a 
friend  to  militia  institutions  in  gencial :  he  did 
not  approve  of  them  in  England,  still  less  in 
Scotland,  and  his  objections  were  still  greater 
when  applied  to  Ireland.  He  would  take  it 
for  granted,  because  it  was  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion  of  all  the  Irisli  Gentlemen  wlio  had 
spoken  upon  the  subject,  that  tlie  militia  could 
not  be  raised  in  Ireland  as  it  was  in  England, 
viz.  by  ballot;  but  lie  totally  differed  from 
them  in  the  conclusion  which  they  drew  from 
tliat  ciicumstance,  viz.  that  if  the  militia  could 
rot  be  raised  by  ballot,  that  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  rai^ed  by  bounty.  If  it  could  not  be  had 
by  ballot,  he  would  not  have  it  at  all.  He 
spoke  without  any  undue  bias  upon  his  mind  ; 
he  was  not  a  military  man,  and  had  neither 
prejudice  or  partialities,  but  he  certainly  was 
not  a  friend  to  instil  utions  of  tliat  sort.  When 
he  said  this,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  sup- 
posed to  speak  in  disparagement  of  the  militia, 
or  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  exerted  them- 
selves with  so  much  spirit  and  zeal  in  that  ser- 
vice, and  who  had  foregone  many  of  the  com. 
forts  of  life  for  the  service  of  the  coimtry.  He 
did  mean  to  say  that  institution  had  been 
brought  to  a  degree  of  perfection  beyond  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who  first 
proposed  the  establishment  of  the  militia.  He 
knew  that  many  regiments  of  militia  were  as 
expert,  and  made  as  good  a  figure  upon  the 
parade,  as  any  regular  regiment :  he  meant  to 
impute  to  them  no  defects  uhich  were  not  in- 
herent to  the  institution  itself.  The  militia 
army,  however  perfect  its  discipline  might  be, 
was  an  army  without  experience;  and  indeed 
he  hoped  in  common  with  every  body  else, 
that  it  would  always  continue  so,  because  they 
could  onlv  gain  experience  by  being  called  to 
act  against  an  enemy  in  tins  country.  He 
should  not  be  told,  that  in  the  whole  range  of 
arts,  mechanical,  intellectual,  and  manual, 
the  art  of  a  soldier  v.'as  the  only  one  that  did 
not  require  experience.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  men  who  formed  the  militia  were  of  tlie 
same  description  as  those  wiio  constituted  the 
regulars;  tliat  the  officers  of  the  militia  \^e,c 
as  brave  as  those  in  the  troops  of  the  line,  and, 
from  the  interest  they  had  in  the  country, 
must  be  as  anxious  to  defend  it.  All  this  was 
true,  bLit  valour  would  not  do  without  expe- 
rience ;  nay,  spirit  v.iihout  experience  was 
often  productive  of  great  danger.  If  even  raw 
troops  were  going  into  action,  they  would  feel 
great  confidence  if  they  knew  they  were  led  by 
officers  of  experience  ;  it  they  could  sa}',  Such 
an  officer  distinguished  liimself  in  the  glorious 
campaign  in  Egypt,  such  a  one  commanded  in 
such  an  attack  in  the  West  Indies,  Sec.  But 
if  raw  men  were  commanded  by  officers  with- 
out experience,  tlie  courage  of  the  officers 
vould  only  make  the  men  apprel:ensive  that 
ihey  would  kad  them  into  useless  dan£;er.    It 


was  true  that  one  militia  regiment,  if  acting 
with  regiments  of  tlie  line,  might  do  perfectly- 
well ;  but  the  case  was  very  different  when 
the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole  of  an  army  was 
composed  of  inexperienced  troops,  who  cer- 
tainly were  not  fit  to  go  through  the  wear  and 
tear  of  a  campaign.  Witjiout  enlarging  upon 
this  subject,  he  w  ished  to  observe,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  discipline  of  the  militia  equal  to 
the  regulars,  particularly  when  we  might  be 
going  into  a  struggle  which  might  decide  tlic 
fate  of  the  empire.  J 

Mr.  Noel  here  called  Mr.  Windham  to 
order,  as  he  did  not  consider  his  arguments  a&. 
applying  to  the  question  before  the  House.  1 

The  Speaker  said  he  considered  the  Rt.      1 
Hon.  Gent,  as  perfectly  in  order.  ] 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  with  respect  to 

the  defects  which  existed  in  the  militia  force, 
they  did  not  arise  from  the  fault  of  any  per- 
son; they  were  defects  that  necessarily  arose 
out  of  tlie  nature  of  the  institution  itself.  But 
it  was  obvious  that  a  militia  force  could  not  be 
equal  to  a  regular  force,  because  the  latter  was 
as  good  as  the  former  for  defensive  operations, 
and  might  be  employed  for  purposes  of  of- 
fence; whereas  the  militia  could  only  be  em- 
ployed at  home  for  purposes  of  defence.  If 
you  Jiave  a  large  force,  which  might  be  em- 
ployed both  for  oft'ensive  and  defensive  pur- 
poses, though  you  might  never  send  tliem  cut 
of  the  country,  yet  they  would  keep  the  enemy 
in  check,  because  they  could  not  foresee  whe- 
ther you  would  send  them  on  foreign  service 
or  not ;  but  if  the  enemy  knew  that  you  had 
a  large  force  in  the  country,  and  also  knew 
that  you  could  not  send  that  force  out  of  the 
coimtry,  it  certainly  would  relieve  them  from 
any  apprehensions  of  attack  on  their  own 
coasts.  Suppose  at  the  time  when  Buonaparte 
marched  into  Italy,  previous  to  that  most  un- 
accountable battle  of  Marengo,  when  he  col- 
lected all  the  troops  he  could  in  France,  and 
made  that  memorable  passage  of  the  Alps, 
which  was  almost  as  celebrated  as  the  passage 
of  Hannibal ;  suppose  at  that  time  we  had  had 
;^o  or  40,000  men  ready  to  make  an  attack  upon 
tiie  enemy's  coast,  lie  believed  that  the  French 
would  not  have  ventured  to  have  sent  so  large 
a  part  of  their  force  to  Italy. 

Mr.  Wallace  called  tlie  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
to  order;  he  conceived  that  these  observa- 
tions did  not  rise  out  of  the  subject  before  the 
House.  .] 

Sir  William  Pultexey  said,  though  he 
did  not  agree  with  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  yet  he 
hoped  lie  would  be  suffered  to  go  on,  because 
it  was  necessary  that  his  observations  should  be 
answered. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  tliat  one  of  the  great 
agumems  for  the  ii.ilitia  was,  the  consii.u- 
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tional  principle,  that  it  prevented  the  neces- 
eity  of  a  standing  army:  but  he  thought  there 
was  now  no  ground  for  the  apprehensions  that 
used  to  be  entertained  against  a  standing 
army  :  at  all  events,  the  danger,  if  there  was 
any,  was  remote ;  while  the  danger  wiiich 
now  threatened  was  immediate  and  pressing. 
He  could  not  consider  the  militia  as  a  con- 
stitutional force  in  the  view  it  was  first  in 
tended,  because  it  was  now  formed  almost 
entirely  of  substitutes.  With  respect  to  the 
economy  of  the  measure,  he  wished  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  it 
would  be  absurd  to  be  governed  merely  by 
views  of  economy ;  but  certainly  when  they 
were  considering  whether  they  should  give 
four  guineas  to  militia-men,  or  six  guineas  to 
regulars,  they  ought  to  consider  the  difference 
there  was  in  point  of  utility  between  the  two 
descriptions  of  force ;  and,  in  his  opinion, 
the  difference  between  the  two  descriptions 
of  force  was  greater  than  the  difference  be- 
tween the  bounties.  If  this  bounty  was  given 
to  men  to  serve  in  the  militia,  it  certainly 
would  very  materially  impede  the  recruiting 
service  for  troops  of  the  line.  He  knew  that 
there  must  be  a  great  degree  of  partiality 
upon  this  subject  in  gentlemen  who  had  de- 
voted their  time  and  exertions  to  perfect  the 
militia,  and  who  must  therefore  feel  unwilling 
to  see  the  effect  of  all  their  labour  lost ;  but 
at  SL  moment  like  the  present,  the  country 
must  not  be  governed  by  such  considerations 
as  these.  The  danger  with  which  we  were 
threatened  was  of  so  immediate  and  para- 
mount a  nature,  that  it  required  the  constant 
exertion  of  all  the  ability  of  the  Government ; 
the  least  error,  the  least  relaxation,  might  be 
attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences. 
We  were  now  going  close-hauled  ;  and  if  we 
only  lost  a  point  or  two  in  our  course,  we 
run  the  risk  of  going  to  leeward  of  our  port. 
It  had  been  said,  that  at  such  a  moment  as 
the  present  the  only  object  was  to  call  forth 
the  exertions  of  the  country,  and  that  it  was 
wrong  to  comment  upon  the  nature  of  those 
exertions ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  the  more  im- 
minent and  pressing  the  danger  was,  the 
greater  the  necessity  was  that  the  spirit  and 
exertions  of  the  country  should  be  properly 
<iirected. 

The  Secretarv  at  War  said,  lie  certainly 
did  not  intend  to  have  taken  any  part  in  this 
debate,  because  he  did  not  think  that  any 
Gentleman  would  have  introduced  such  sub- 
jects as  they  now  heard ;  but  he  could  not 
sit  still  after  hearing  observations  which  he 
declared  had  given  him  as  much  uneasiness  as 
he  had  ever  felt  since  he  sat  in  that  Houge.  lie 
agreed  with  an  Hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Wm.  Pulte- 
ney),  that  such  arguments  ought  not  to  go 
forth  unanswered,  even  if  they  were  irregular  ; 
though  he  thought  that  the  lit.  Hon„  Gent, 
^vas  strictly  in  order.  He  did  not  by  any 
means  complain  of  the  Hon,  Gent-.'s  objections 


]  to  this  measure,  he  only  complained  that  the 
i  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  made  his  general  ob- 
'jections  at  a  time  and  upon  an  occasion 
when  these  objections  could  lead  to  no  prac- 
tical conclusion.  He  complained  that  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  entertaining  such  opinions  upon 
this  subject  as  he  now  appeared  to  do,  should, 
while  he  was  in  oiSce,  have  augmented  the 
militia  to  a  degree  heretofore  unprecedented; 
for  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  was  at  that  time  in  a 
department  immediately  connected  with  the 
1  public  force.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  not 
1  only  suffered  the  militia  in  England  to  be  so 
j  augmented,  but  while  he  held  an  important 
I  office  in  administration,  the  militia  of  Scot- 
j  land  was  formed,  and  he  believed  that  of  Irc- 
!  land  ;  and  yet  upon  these  occasions  the  Rt. 
I  Hon.  Gent,  had  urged  no  objection.  But 
now,  even  if  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.'s  objections 
should  prevail  (unless  the  Parliament  were  to 
supersede  all  the  militia  laws  at  once),  he 
stated  them  for  the  first  time.  When  the 
bill,  of  which  the  present  one  was  only  a 
part,  was  before  the  House,  and  when,  from 
the  situation  of  the  country,  his  objections 
could  have  been  more  deliberately  and  ma- 
turely examined,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  sat  per- 
fectly silent.  He  really  could  not  comprehend 
how  a  Gentleman  who  had  served  his  country 
so  long,  in  many  important  situations,  and  for 
whose  talents  and  sentiments  he  had  the 
highest  veneration,  could  have  allowed  him- 
self at  such  a  time  to  make  such  observations. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  occupied  a  con- 
siderable time  in  proving  a  proposition  which 
nobody  ever  attempted  to  dispute,  viz. 
that  the  militia  were  not  in  every  respect 
equal  to  the  regular  force.  It  was  never  in- 
tended that  they  should  be  ;  they  were  merely 
meant  as  subsidiary  to  the  regular  troops,  and 
he  was  convinced  that  a  better  system  could 
not  be  adopted  with  a  view  to  the  consti- 
tutional principle,  which  he  was  convinced 
would  never  be  given  up.  He  begged  the 
House  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  to  consider 
what  the  militia  had  done.  In  the  year  1780 
they  saved  the  capital  of  this  country;  and 
upon  every  occasion  where  their  services 
were  required,  they  came  forward  with 
promptitude  and  alacrity ;  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that  no  country  possessed  a  force, 
maintained  at  so  small  an  expense  in  time  of 
peace,  that  could  be  made  so  effectual  in  time 
of  war,  and  called  forth  at  so  short  a  notice. 
With  regard  to  the  militia  of  Ireland,  it  was 
not  necessary  to  remind  the  Hoi'se,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  rebellion  theyMiispIayed  .1 
degree  of  courage  that  shewed  them  to  be 
interior  to  no  troops  in  the  world,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  yeomanry,  put  down 
and"  trampled  that  rebellion  under  foot,  and 
saved  that  country  to  the  British  crown. 
As  to  the  militia  of  England,  at  one  of  the 
most  critical  periods  of  its  history,  they  vo- 
Umtarily  offered  their  services  in  Ireland  ;  and 
though  the  rebellion  was  put  down  before 
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many  of  them  arrived  there,  yet  it  must  he 
allo-ved  that  they  rendered  most  essential 
service.  In  one  of  the  mof-t  important  expe- 
ditions which  was  imderLakcn  last  war,  viz. 
the  expeditio;^  to  Holland,  the  greater  part 
<*3f  the  army  was  composed  of  volunteers  from 
the  militia  ;  and  though  that  expedition  failed 
in  part,  from  causes  very  different  from  those 
xvhich  had  been  stated,  yet  our  troops  con- 
ducted themselves  in  such  a  manner,  that 
those  who  had  upon  that  occasion  to  look 
them  in  the  face,  felt  no  great  disposition 
to  repeat  the  experiment. — Much  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent.'s  arg-ament  went  upo^-'-  the  sup- 
tiosition  that  the  niiiitia  was  preferred  to  the 
regular  force — that  was  by  no  micans  the  case. 
But  when  the  immense  possessions  of  this 
country  were  considered,  the  necessity  of 
the  militia  for  liome  defence  would  be  ob- 
vious,. He  had  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that 
the  militia  would  soon  appear  to  be  in  a  state 
that  would  cvcccd  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations that  could  have  been  formed  of  it — 
that  the  regular  force  was  more  numerous 
and  in  a  better  condition  than  it  was  in  any 
part  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.'s  administration, 
•und  that  there  were  more  troops  now  in 
Cre.it  Britain  and  Ireland  than  there  were 
3t  any  period  of  the  last  v/ar.  He  trusted, 
^hcvefore,  that  the  country  would  not  be 
rlrc-heaitened  at  any  observations  which  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  made,  for  it  was  now 
in  a  better  state  than  when  it  had  bid  de- 
eanee  to  all  Europe.  He  %\asiied  that  the  Rt. 
Kon.  Gent,  had  heard  the  sentiments  of  the 
Gent,  from  Ireland,  who  all  concurred  in  the 
iiTipossibiiity  of  raising  the  militia  of  that  coun- 
try by  ballot.  But  at  all  events,  he  wished 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  to  recollect,  that  if  the 
rnilitia  of  Ireland  was  not  raised  in  the  manner 
i.O'.v  proposed,  it  must  be  attempted  to  be 
raised  by  ballot,  or  by  volunteers,  and  in  that 
esse  a  bounty  of  six  pounds  per  man  would 
be  given,  which  w^ould  interfere  much  more 
with  the  recruiting  service  than  the  present 
plan.  It  was  true  that  the  present  mode 
xvould,  in  some  degree,  interfere  with  the 
vecruiting  of  the  army,  but  certainly  not  ma- 
terially, because  the  persons  who  entered  into 
tlie  militia  were  such  as  would  not  enter  into 
the  reg-iilar  service.  He  v/as  sin-c  that  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  did  not  .wish  to  dishearten 
the  cciintvy,  though  his  observations  had  that 
tendency.  '  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  stated, 
that  all  the  abilities  of  the  country  ought 
now  to  be  brought  into  action.  Undoubtedly 
every  exertion  was  necessary;  but  at  the  same 
time  much  would  depend  upon  the  firmness 
and  good  r.fnse  of  that  House,  and  lipon  the 
prudence  which  Gentlemen  used  in  the  ob- 
servations which  they  made,  in  that  House. 

Sir  WiLT.TAM  PuLTrxFY  said,  he  gave 
the  lian.  Gent,  evtry  credit  for  the  ab}iity 
he  possf'sec,  in  paintir.g  a  bad  side  of  the 
^o.cstio:z  iii  tuch  colour' ,  as  %iQuld  render  it 


apparently  wise  and  proper  for  adoption.  Bat 
he  could  not  help  saying  to  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr. 
Windham),  that  he  had  mis-stated  facts  with 
regard  to  the  militia  in  the  two  countries,  as 
well  as  the  disposable  troops  of  the  nation  ; 
and  though  the  militia  of  the  two  countries 
had  shewn  their  courage  in  numberless  in- 
stances, and  had  met  with  the  disapprobation 
of  the  Hon.  Gent,  yet  the  country  at  large, 
except  liim,  had  bestowed  every  praise  on 
these  constitutional  bodies,  who  are  of  na- 
tional importance.  He  said  the  Hon.  Gent, 
secmicd  to  be  very  much  attached  to  a  stand- 
ing army,  as  he  thought  they  were  more 
essential  to  the  safety  of  the  nation  than  any 
militia  that  could  be  established.  He  said, 
he  thought  the  Hon.  Member  appeared  too 
fond  of  a  regular  force,  and  had  not  given, 
in  his  opinion,  a  single  argument  sufficiently 
strong,  to  induce  any  Member  in  that  House. 
to  support  his  side  of  the  question.  Sir  Wil- 
liam then  noticed  several  arguments  which 
had  been  used  by  Mr.  Windham,  none  of 
which  he  said  would  con\ince  the  House  that 
a  regular  army  u'as  preferable  to  a  militia 
in  Ireland,  agreeably  to  a  plan  proposed  by 
the  bill  now  under  discussion.  He  had  to. 
observe,  that  if  the  plan  now  mentioned  by* 
the  Hon.  Gent,  was  to  be  adopted,  he  was 
sure  you  would  not  get  the  countenance  and 
support  of  the  country  gentlemen,  and  a  nu-. 
merous  body  of  persons  who  have  and  wilL 
enter  cheerfully  into  the  militia.  Many  hun-i. 
dred  persons  felt  it  their  duty,  for  their  own 
private  safety,  and  the  safety  of  the  nation, 
to  assist  in  the  constitution  of  a  militia  in 
their  respective  counties;  but  few  men  who 
had  many  private  ties,  as  dear  as  life,  and 
on  which  life  itself  depends  (such  as  men  in 
business,  and  who  could  not  leave  their 
country  and  fmiilies  for  any  length  of  time), 
v.-ould  enter  into  the  regular  service,  however 
glorious  and  honourable  the  name  of  a  British 
soldier  must  sound  to  the  eai'  of  every  man  :• 
this  he  thought  one  imporiant  reason  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  militia  in  both  countries. 
He  thought  this  was  no  time  for  a  discussion 
like  the  present — a  discussion  that  would  only 
shew  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  extensive  talents,  and 
his  extensive  metaphysical  knowledge,  which, 
in  the  present  case,  he  thcuglit,  only  went 
to  perplex  the  question.  He  said  the  gentle- 
men of  England  were  called  upon  to  defend 
the  country ;  at  this  critical  period  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  to  use  his  interest  for 
the  public  safety ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but 
there  would  be  but  one  opinion  in  the  nation, 
and  that  was  for  the  maintenance  of  those 
blessings  we  now  enjoy,  and  that  could  not 
be  done  unless  the  House  gave  Government 
that  support  they  were  now  in  want  of.  He 
said  every  Gentleman  in  that  House  must 
remember  the  courage  and  conduct  of  the 
American  militia,  who  distinguished  them^ 
selves  when  they  fouglit  on  their  own  groimd, 
and  who  beat  the  regular  disciplined  tryop$ 
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sent  against  that  country.  He  had  military 
kncwltdge  enough  to  know,  that  a  greater 
number  of  men  would  enter  into  the  militia 
than  into  the  recruiting  service.  The  Hon. 
Member  had  by  his  speech  endeavoured  to 
destroy  every  thing  connected  with  the  militia 
since  its  estabhshment  in  the  year  1757. 

General  Tar le ton  observed,  that  he  con- 
eurred  with  the  Hon.  Gent.  (iVIr.  Windham) 
on  many  occasions,  yet  he  must  differ  from 
him  on  the  present.  Experience  had  proved 
the  utility  of  a  militia  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
in  this  country.  Every  man  must  know  that 
we  have  to  deal  with  a  restless  neighbour ; 
it  was  therefore  prudent  to  guard  our  coS^t 
with  militia,  as  well  as  to  have  a  sufficient 
body  of  regular  disposable  troops  at  the  im- 
mediate service  of  Government.  He  thought 
no  measure  could  be  suggested  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  Ireland  as  well  as  the  one  now 
under  discussion,  which  he  hoped  would  not 
meet  an  opposition  sufficiently  strong  to  de- 
stroy it.  He  considered  it  a  measure  that  imme- 
diately called  for  the  support  of  every  Member 
iu  the  House:  it  therefore  should  have  his  vote. 

Sir  L.  P A  R  s  o  N  s  said,  he  had  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  something  of  the  militia  of  Ire- 
land as  well  as  of  the  regular  troops,  and  he 
■was  convinced  he  should  not  do  justice  to 
himself  and  the  brave  militia-men  of  that 
country,  if  he  had  continued  silent  on  a  ques- 
tion in  which  they  were  concerned.  The 
militia  of  Ireland  had  served  several  years, 
and  had  proved  themselves  a  noble  and  eoura- 
geous  body  of  men  ;  and  though  they  were 
at  present  but  a  skeleton  of  a  military  force 
in  Ireland,  it  would  be  extremely  impolitic 
not  to  increase  the  numbers  of  such  a  useful 
and  praiseworthy  establishment.  He  would 
call  to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  the 
period  when  the  French  landed  at  Bantry 
Bay :  their  conduct  at  that  time,  as  well  as 
on  many  other  occasions,  did  them  the  highest 
credit:  no  troops  in  the  universe  evinced  more 
energy  in  the  field  than  the  militia  of  Ireland: 
those  brave  men  only  felt  disheartened  uhen  the 
wind  would  not  permit  the  remainingpartof  the 
French  to  land;  this  indeed  was  a  painful  dis- 
appointment to  those  courageous  heroes,  who 
would  have  carried  victory  had  the  French 
army  been  double  the  number.  He  was  sure 
the  Irish  militia  were  of  the  first  consequence 
to  the  country,  and  ought  to  receive  every 
honour  and  attention  which  their  courage  and 
exertions  had  long  merited  ;  and  he  could  not 
sit  down  till  he  repeated  what  had  been 
before  observed  to  the  House,  that  we  were 
at  present  in  a  critical  situation,  and  therefore 
every  mean  ought  to  be  used  to  keep  an 
ambitious  and  overgrown  enemy  from  our 
coast. 

Lord  Kensington  said,  it  was   the  first 
time  he  had  ever  troubled  the  House  on  any 
VoL.m. 


question,  and  it  was  not  his  intention  to  tres- 
pass on  their  time  for  many  minutes.  The 
only  inducement  he  had  in  addressing  them, 
was,  a  mis-statement  made  by  the  Hon.  Bail, 
behind  him  (Sir  William  Pulteney),  who  had 
said,  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had 
made  an  attack  on  the  militia  of  the  two 
countries.  This,  he  was  sure,  was  not  the 
case ;  his  Hon.  Friend  had,  by  no  means, 
said  any  thing  offensive  of  that  body  of  men  ; 
he  had  taken  objections  to  the  militia  on 
general  principles,  and  offered  arguments  to 
prove,  that  a  disposable  and  regular  force 
was  of  more  importance  to  the  country  than 
the  augmentation  of  the  militia  could  possibly 
be.  Whether  his  Hon.  Friend's  arguments 
would  convince  the  House  of  the  propriety 
of  his  position,  would  be  seen  by  the  vote  of 
the  House  :  yet  he  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
from  some  knowledge  in  military  affairs,  that 
he  concurred  with  his  Hon.  Friend  in  some 
points,  and  thought  that  a  legular  disposable 
force  would  be  more  serviceable  to  Ireland 
than  the  militia.  At  the  same  time  he  had  no 
objection  to  a  militia  in  either  country,  yet 
he  thought  a  regular  disposable  force  was 
better  for  either  an  offensive  or  defensive  pur- 
pose than  a  militia  was,  as  the  regular  force 
was  generally  better  constituted  and  disci- 
plined for  actual  service  than  a  militia  could 
possibly  be^  In  proof  of  his  assertion,  he 
begged  the  House  to  call  to  their  recollection 
the  militia  that  were  sent  to  Holland,  v/hose 
exertlo^is  proved  tiieir  defective  power,  and 
evinced  a  want  of  discipline.  This  was  well 
known  to  Government;  and  had  they  been  all 
reguku-  troops,  thcr.e  is  no  doubt  but  they 
would  have  made  a  better  figure. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheql'ER  said, 
that  the  Noble  Lord  had  not  stated  what 
Mr.  Windham  had  observed  to  the  House; 
but  as  his  Lordship's  mistake  must  be  obvious 
to  any  Member,  he  would  go  to  his  own 
remarks  on  the  militia ;  in  doing  so,  he  must 
call  to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  the 
army  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in 
Egypt,  were  volunteers  taken  from  the  militia; 
and  that  he  was  sure  that  most  of  the  King's 
officers  would  be  proud  to  have  the  regular 
troops  mixed  with  militia-men.  An  Hon. 
Member  of  this  House  had  said,  very  properly, 
that  the  militia  of  Ireland  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  field  at  the  time  the  French 
made  an  attack  on  their  native  soil,  which 
did  them  great  honour,  and  evinced  a  courage 
highly  praisev/orthy.  During  the  last  war 
the  militia  of  Ireland  had  proved  the  utility 
of  such  a  constituted  body;  and  there  was 
not  an  officer  in  the  House  who  had  to  con- 
duct the  militia  of  Ireland,  but  was  proud  of 
the  exertions  of  those  brave  men  who  had 
been  under  his  command. 

Sir  W. Pulteney  rose  to  say  a  few  words 
by  way  of  explanation.    From  a  reinaik  that 
*  F  f 
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had  been  made  on  his  observations  on  the 
militia  of  America,  it  appeared  necessary  for 
him  to  repeat  what  he  meant.  He  observed, 
that  he  had  before  stated,  that  the  mihtia  of 
America  had  beat  the  regular  troops,  and  that 
he  did  not  doubt  but  the  militia  of  this 
country  and  Ireland  would  beat  the  French 
ivhenever  they  met. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  said,  he  rose  merely  to 
say,  that  the  militia  who  had  been  sent  to 
Holland  had  not  evinced  any  want  of  courage 
or  discipline,  and  all  they  were  then  in  want 
of  was  a  little  more  time  ;  but  there  were 
many  circumstances  that  combined  at  that 
period  which  rendered  their  exertions  abor- 
tive. From  the  best  information  that  could 
be  obtained,  he  had  no  doubt  but  a  militia  in 
the  two  countries  was  highly  necessary  to  be 
supported  with  the  utmost  vigour. 

General  Maitland  made  several  observa- 
tions on  tl;c  militia  of  Ireland,  and  concluded 
with  saying,  the  measure  should  have  his 
support,  as  he  thought  the  establishment  of 
a  militia  was  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
two  countries. 

Mr.  WiLBERFORCE  Said,  at  a  period  when 
the  public  safety  was  endangered,  it  was  cer- 
tainly highly  necessary  to  consider  of  the  most 
efFectual  means  of  providing  for  that  safety. 
If  any  Hon.  Gent,  thought  that  the  present 
was  such  a  period,  then  it  was  their  duty  to 
propose  whatever  means  they  thought  the 
most  effectual  for  providing  for  that  safety. 
There  was  a  period,  however,  when  we  had 
to  contend  again-^.t  the  whole  force  of  France 
and  Spain,  when  the  militia  was  increased 
without  any  objection  being  made  by  his  Hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Windham),  which  enabled  him 
to  plead  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend's  authority 
against  himself.  The  militia  was  the  proper 
constitutional  force  of  the  country,  and  form- 
ed that  which  we  ought  to  have,  a  large 
defensive  force.  No  man  could  look  upon  a 
standing  army  with  more  constitutional  jea- 
lousy than  himself;  but  perhaps  his  Hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  a  great  love  for 
expeditions,  and  therefore  thought  that  a 
militia  force  was  not  so  immediately  applicable 
for  those  purposes.  If  a  standing  army  were 
to  be  raised  in  Ireland,  instead  of  the  pro- 
posed militia,  it  must  necessarily  be  inex- 
perienced, and  therefore  those  who  opposed 
the  militia  had  no  right  to  make  use  of  the 
argument  of  inexperience  against  it.  Some- 
thing had  been  said  by  his  Hon.  Fr-end,  as 
if  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  to  set  them- 
selves above  the  opinion  of  the  people ;  but 
he  thought,  in  a  free  country  like  this,  that 
popular  opinion,  to  a  certain  degree,  was  the 
best  regulator  of  the  conduct  of  Government, 
and  ought  to  be  consulted. 

Mr.  ALtxAN'DER  defended  the  system  of 
militia  laws  in  Ireland>   and  observed,   that 


gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune  could  not  be 
expected  to  enter  as  volunteers  into  the 
regular  service ;  they  could  best  defend  their 
country  at  the  head  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  W.  Elliot  adverted  to  the  point  of 
order,  and  said,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
new  question,  that,  when  the  House  were 
called  upon  to  vote  an  additional  bounty  like 
the  present,  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  go 
into  the  general  question.  He  objected  to 
the  proposed  bounty,  because  it  would  tend 
to  injure  the  recruiting  service  in  Ireland. 
The  constitutional  mode  of  obtaining  a  militia 
was  by  ballot ;  but  he  was  answered,  that  in 
Ireland  a  ballot  could  not  be  effected.  This, 
in  his  mind,  was  an  objection  against  the 
establishment  of  a  militia.  This  measure 
went  to  raise  a  force  in  Ireland  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  fencibles  ;  it  would  ho  longer  be 
a  militia,  but  a  fencible  force  of  the  worst 
species.  He  had  been  told  on  a  preceding 
evening,  by  the  Attorney  General  of  Ireland, 
that  he  voted  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
Ireland  for  a  military  force. 

Mr.  Bagwell  spoke  to  order,  observing, 
that  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  was  referring  to  an 
argument  used  on  a  foimer  evening  by  a 
Gent,  not  then  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Elliot  proceeded.  When  he  was  in 
office  in  Ireland,  he  said,  the  militia  were  not 
only  embodied,  but  encamped ;  it  would 
therefore  not  have  been  a  very  safe  measure 
to  have  proposed  at  that  period  to  dissolve  it. 
What  was  the  case  now,  when  the  militia 
was  disbanded  ?  The  question  now  was  as 
to  its  revival,  and  he  objected  to  the  policy  of 
the  measure.  He  did  not  wish  to  excite  alarm; 
but  if  any  measure  was  calculated  to  excite 
alarm  it  was  one  like  the  present,  which  went 
to  lay  the  country  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  its 
enemies.  With  respect  to  the  actual  danger 
of  the  country,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  led 
into  a  war  in  darkness  and  obscurity;  but  he 
should  even  think  a  war  in  any  shape  pre- 
ferable to  a  continued  series  of  submissive  and 
pusillanimous  conduct. 

Lord  CastlIiREAGh  said,  the  question  be- 
fore the  House  could  not  justify  the  Hon. 
Gent,  in  going  into  charges  against  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  for  submissive  and  pusillani- 
mous conduct.  He  was  not  surprised  at  a 
disposition  being  evinced  to  debate  the  pre- 
sent measure,  as  it  arose  out  of  a  subject 
which  was  dear  to  the  community.  If  his 
Hon.  Friends  thought  the  defence  of  the 
country  would  be  better  maintained  by  a 
standing  army  than  by  a  militia  force,  they 
were  certainly  perfectly  justified  in  making 
objections  to  the  latter.  He  differed  with 
I  them  however  /«  toto;  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
!  fied  that  it  was  impossible  to  have  a  better 
i  defence  than   a  constitutional  militia  force. 
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Balloting  was  undoubtedly  the  constitutional 
mode  of  providing  that  militia ;  but  if  the 
question  was  as  to  the  injury  done  to  recruit- 
intr,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  mode 
of  ballot  was  the  most  injurious. — There  were 
contrivances  in  this  country  to  render  the 
ballot  less  onerous  by  means  of  parish  sub- 
scriptions : — the  present  was  only  a  mode  of 
making  the  country  subscribe,  as  a  body,  to 
raise  the  men  which  it  was  called  upon  to 
provide.  He  was  satisfied  that  Ireland  could 
not  be  considered  as  in  a  perfect  state  of 
iecurity,  if  it  was  trusted  to  the  protection  of 
the  regular  troops  alone. 

Mr.  HiLEY  AnoiNGTON  said,  the  argu- 
ment which  had  been  used,  that  the  present 
measure  would  be  injurious  to  the  recruiting 
service,  had  been  conclusively  answered  by 
his  Rt.  Hon.  Relation.  In  fact,  there  was  a 
conclusive  answer  to  it  in  the  nature  of 
things,  as  it  was  well  known  that  many  per- 
sons would  prefer  a  larger  bounty  and  en- 
listing for  life,  whilst  many  also  would  prefer 
a  small  bounty  and  a  limited  period  of  ser- 
vice. He  had  held  a  pretty  high  situation  in 
a  fencible  regiment,  part  of  which  he  had 
himself  raised,  and  he  did  not  know  any  indi- 
vidual of  it  who  would  recruit ;  and  even 
when  it  was  disbanded,  not  one  fifth  of  the 
whole  became  regular  soldiers.  With  respect 
to  the  mihtia,  he  would  ask  a  distinguished 
officer  (Sir  Eyre  Coote)  who  had  spoken  in 
this  debate,  whether  a  regiment  of  militia  in 
service  at  the  period  of  the  expedition  to 
Holland,  and  sent  thither,  would  not  serve 
with  as  much  courage  and  discipline  as  any 
other  ?  The  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Elliot)  as  well 
as  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had 
taken  a  comparative  view  of  the  militia  and 
the  regulars,  but  in  such  a  way  as  to  give 
all  the  merit  to  the  latter ;  and  he  confessed 
some  comments  had  been  made  upon  the 
militia,  which  excited  uneasiness  in  his  mind. 
If  the  present  Avas,  as  had  been  stated  by  a 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  a  period  of  greater  danger 
than  any  during  the  late  war,  why  depreciate 
one  of  our  best  supports  ?  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  they  shewed  a  want  of  con- 
sistency. The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Windham) 
had  thrown  out  a  charge  against  his  Majesty's 
Government,  of  a  v/ant  of  prospective  wis- 
dom ;  and  another  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Elliot) 
had  charged  them  with  submissive  and  pusil- 
lanimous conduct.  He  defied  those  Hon. 
Gent,  to  produce  a  single  instance  to  prove 
those  charges;  and  till  they  did  that,  such 
charges  must  be  considered  as  mere  ran- 
dom assertions.    ' 

Mr.  WiCKHAM  said,  it  would  be  still  open 
to  the  colonels  of  militia,  or  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, to  continue  the  bounty  as  it  was 
before  this  measure,  or  to  lower  the  present 
bounty.    There  was  no  iotention  at  present 


of  granting  the  whole  bounty  mentioned  in 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Windham,  in  explanation,  said,  he 
did  not  distrust  the  loyalty  or  the  spirit  of 
the  militia  ;  but  he  still  thought  them  inferior 
to  troops  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Dawson  thought  it  whimsical  that  the 
present  measure  should  be  opposed  only  by 
the  late  Secretary  at  War  for  England,  and 
the  late  Secretary  at  War  for  Ireland.  The 
Irish  militia,  he  said,  had  put  down  rebellion, 
and  had  materially  contributed  to  repel  in- 
vasion. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and 
a  bill  ordered  pursuant  thereto. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thursday y  March  17.  (See  Minutes,  p.  507.) 
[Irish    chalking    act.] — The     second 
reading  of  the  Irish  chalking  act  being  moved. 

Lord  Auckland  rose  to  make  a  very  few 
observations  on  the  bill.  He  did  not  mean  to 
go  into  detail  on  the  subject,  but  considered 
it  his  duty  to  allude  to  the  difference  which 
the  bill  went  to  establish  betwixt  the  criminal 
laws  of  the  two  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
A  difference  of  this  kind  was  in  every  case 
to  be  deprecated,  but  more  especially  when 
it  regarded  the  criminal  laws  of  the  country. 
Some  delay,  therefore,  in  proceeding  to  the 
committee  on  the  bill  might  be  desirable,  to 
enable  their  Lordships  to  consider  how  far 
it  might  be  expedient  to  extend  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  to  this  country. 

The  Archbishop  of  Dublin  professed  his 
inability  to  form  an  opinion  how  far  the  ex- 
tension to  which  the  Noble  Lord  alluded 
might  be  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of 
this  country ;  but  of  its  necessity,  as  far  as 
Ireland  was  concerned,  no  one  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  that  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom could  doubt  for  a  moment.  In  this 
country  the  crime  was  of  rare  occurrence,  and 
therefore  it  might  be  a  matter  of  doubt  how 
far  policy  would  suggest  the  propnety  of 
making  a  general  enactment  on  the  subject. 
No  man.,  however,  could  have  lived  twelve 
months  in  Ireland,  without  being  convinced 
that  it  was  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  pe^cs- 
able  part  of  the  community. 

The  LordChancellor  called  the  attention 
of  their  Lordships  to  a  point  which  w,??  en- 
titled to  particular  attention.  He  had  more 
than  once  had  occasion  to  advert  to  the  mode 
in  which  bills  of  the  most  important  kind 
were  introduced  into  that  House.  The  second 
reading  v/as  not  preceded,  as  1%  certainly 
*Ffa 
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ought  to  be.  With  respect  to  bills  whose 
general  nature  was  not  understood,  by  a  short 
explanation  of  their  object,  but  as  a  mere 
matter  of  course.  This  observation,  in  the 
present  instance,  was  suggested  by  the  title 
of  tlie  bill.  It  was  entitled,  A  bill  for  the 
mo'e  effectual  prevention  of  chalking  ;  a  prac- 
tice, of  the  nature  of  which  he  professed  his 
ignorance,  and  he  believed  many  other  Noble 
Lords  would  acknowledge  the  same  ignorance. 
It  w;{s  certainfy  the  duty  of  those  who  were 
employed  in  introducing  the  bill,  to  have 
given  this  explanation,  and  thereon  he  took 
this  opportunity  of  alluding  to  a  general 
ground  of  complaint.  His  Lordship  agreed 
with  the  Noble  Lord  who  began  the  discus- 
sion, that  it  was  highly  desirable  to  have  as 
little  discordance  as  possible  betwixt  the  cri- 
minal laws  of  Ireland  and  this  country,  but 
gave  no  decided  opinion  how  far  the  extension 
might  be  necessary. 

Lord  Carleton  gave  a  short  sketch  of  the 
circumstances  which  rendered  the  present  bill 
necessary.  The  practice  which  it  was  de- 
signed to  punish  was  one  which,  at  the  time 
when  the  act  was  fnvmed,  had  become  highly 
alarming ;  and  it  was  to  counteract  so  serious 
an  evil,  that  it  was  originally  submitted  to 
the  Irish  Parliament.  About  two  years  ago 
it  had  expired,  but  at  the  present  moment  it 
had  again  appeared  necessary  to  renew  it. 
He  agreed  with  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord 
who  spoke  last,  that  the  title  of  the  bill  was 
not  one  very  intelligible  in  this  cotmtry,  where 
the  practice  from  which  it  was  derived  was 
almost  unknown.  In  Ireland,  however,  the 
practice  was  unfortunately  too  well  known, 
and  the  title  was  one  universally  understood. 
He  professed  himself  not  in  possession  of  such 
a  knowledge  of  the  existing  circumstances  of 
<he  country  as  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  extension. 

Lord  Ellenborough  "^aw  very  powerful 
reasons  for  some  improvement  in  the  criminal 
law  of  this  coimtry,  so  fiir  as  assaults,  with 
intent  to  commit  murder,  were  concerned. 
He  alluded  particularly  to  the  case  of  a  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailey  (the  trial  of  two  men  for 
cutting  and  maiming  a  man  near  Hammer- 
•srnith,  at  one  of  the  late  sessions),  where, 
xinder  circumstances  of  the  greatest  atrocity, 
the  capital  part  of  the  indictment  was  done 
away,  because  the  crime  of  the  prisoners 
did  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  act 
under  which  they  v/ere  tried.  He  was  de- 
sirous, therefore,  that  their  Lordships  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  how  far 
the  extension  of  the  act  to  this  country  might 
be  desirable.  His  Lordship  adverted  parti- 
cularly to  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  was 
framed.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  superfluity 
of  expression,  which  might  in  the  committee 
be  curtailed.     His  Lordship  therefore  wrshed 


that  Monday  might  be  fixed  for  going  into  a 
committee  on  the  bill. 

Lord  Alvanley  corroborated  the  state- 
ments of  the  Noble  Lord,  and  argued  in 
favour  of  some  improvement  in  our  criminal 
code.  As  the  law  now  stood,  an  assault  with 
a  view  to  robbery  was  a  felony,  though  not 
of  a  capital  nature;  whereas  an  assault  with 
the  view  of  perpetrating  the  crime  of  murder 
was  a  simple  misdemeanour.  He  agreed  en- 
tirely with  his  Noble  Friend  in  what  he  had 
said  about  the  case  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
and  he  was  sure  all  of  their  Lordships  must 
see  there  was  a  necessity  for  revising  the  law, 
when  a  crime,  in  all  its  circumstances  so 
atrocious,  had  escaped  adequate  punishment, 
merely  from  want  of  evidence  that  the 
criminals  had  lain  in  t\ait  with  the  intention 
of  perpetrating  the  crime.  His  Lordship  was 
very  pointed  on  the  loose  and  inaccurate  man- 
ner in  which  the  bill  was  couched.  In  this 
respect  it  required  very  considerable  improve- 
ment. He  alluded  to  several  clauses  in  which 
the  language  was  extremely  inaccurate.  In 
one  part  of  the  bill  it  was  enacted,  tliat  no 
person  being  in  Ireland,  should,  without  sub- 
jecting himself  to  certain  penalties,  be  guilty 
of  the  crime  specified  in  the  bill.  Thei^e  was, 
however,  a  great  want  of  precision  here, 
because  it  might  be  inferred  from  that,  though 
a  person  could  not,  without  subjecting  him- 
self to  penalties,  he  guilty  of  this  crime  in 
Ireland,  he  might  with  impunity  perpetrate 
it  in  England,  in  Scotland,  or,  in  short,  in 
any  other  quarter.  After  dwelling  on  this 
topic,  his  Lordship  concluded  by  declaring  his 
complete  approbation  of  the  proposed  delay. 

The  biH  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  next  dav. — Adiourned. 


ftOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  Miirch  18. — (Sfn  Mimitt-s,  p.  507. ) 
[The  navy.] — The  Earl  of  Carlisle 
called  the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  a 
motion,  which  he  proposed  to  make  that 
evening,  had  he  seen  those  Ministers  he  had 
expected  in  their  places.  The  proposition 
was  of  that  nature,  which  he  thought,  on 
considerations  of  fairness  and  candour,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  urge  without  at  least 
giving  some  notice.  What  he  had  in  con- 
templation (the  Noble  Earl  observed^,  re- 
spected the  artificers  in  his  Majesty's  dock- 
yards, on  the  dis<;ussion  of  which  subject  he 
thought  it  would  be  proper  that  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  in  that  House  should  be  present, 
particularly,  his  Lordship  seemed  to  say,  the 
Noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  marine  de- 
partment, from  whom  it  was  naturally  to  be 
expected,  peculiar  information  and  assistance 
would  be  derived.     For  his  own  part,    he 
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came  forward  as  an  independent  Peer  of  Par- 
liament, and  actuated  by  no  other  motives 
whatever  than  his  own  sense  of  what  was  his 
duty  in  that  character.  He  came  forward  on 
his  own  motion,  unconnected  with  parties, 
as  an  unbiassed  and  independent  Member  of 
that  House  : — he  was,  happily, 
"  Unplac'd,  unpcr.sion'd,  no  man's  heir  or  slave  ;" 

as  such,  he  would  freely,  and  without  re- 
serve, deliver  his  sentiments  upon  rJlpiiblJc 
questions,  in  the  discussion  of  vvhich  he 
should  take  a  part,  without  reference  to  the 
opinions,  the  feelings,  or  the  language  of  any 
person.  He  was  unsolicitous  whom  his  public 
conduct  or  his  language  offended,  while  it 
was  inspired  by  a  strong  sense  of  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  Parliamentary  duty.  He 
was  regardless  of  what  the  effect,  under  such 
impressions  of  his  language,  in  delivering 
what  others  might  deem  his  poor  and  narrow 
opinions,  might  be.  He  was  regardless  of  the 
remarks,  which  theit  delivery  might  draw  down 
from  any  quarter,  either  in  the  way  of  in- 
vective, sarcasm,  or  pretended  admonition. 
He  was  utterly  regardless  of  what  mi^^ht  be 
asserted  of  him  in  that  respect:  whether  his 
notions  and  sentiments  pervaded  only  the 
narrow  and  limited  circle  of  society  in  which 
he  moved,  or  whether  their  effects  or  conse- 
quences were  said  to  be  more  extensive  ;  it 
was  of  no  consideration  to  him  what  might 
be  said  in  that  respect,  so  long  as  he  felt  he 
performed  his  duty  conscientiously  as  an  in- 
dependent  Peer  of  Parliament.  With  respect 
to  his  proposed  motion,  the  Noble  Earl  said, 
it  was  his  intention  to  bring  it  forward  on  an 
early  day  next  week,  should  he  see  Ministers 
in  their  places. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the  wool- 
sack, and  observed,  that  with  respect  to  the 
motion  which  the  Noble  Earl  had  announced 
his  intention  to  bring  forward,  he  could  of 
course  say  nothing,  because  he  knew  nothing 
of  its  nature,  from  what  the  Noble  Earl  had 
stated.  It  might  be  of  an  unobjectionable, 
or  perhaps  of  a  questionable  nature — he 
could  not  then  possibly  decide.  With  re- 
spect to  other  parts  of  the  Noble  Earl's 
observation,  he  should  only  say,  that,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Noble  Earl's  Parliamentary  con- 
duct, he  was  convinced  it  would  always  be 
guided  by  pure  and  honourable  motives.  The 
Noble  Earl  worild,  at  the  same  time,  recollect 
that  others  had  tiieir  feelings  with  respect  to 
what  may  be  said,  as  regarding  unfounded 
imputations  thrown  out,  as  well  as  the  Noble 
Earl  himself.  The  question  was  not  so  much 
what  individuals  may  think  of  themselves,  as 
what  others  thought  of  them.  As  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country,  those  with  whom  he 
had  the  honour  to  act,  had  every  reason  to 
be  satisfied  from  the  conduct  of  that  con- 
stitutional organ  of  the  country,  the  Parlia- 
ment— that  coriiidtnce,  thiv  trussed,  would, 


without  reference  to  the  opinion  or  assertions 
of  individuals,  be  continued  to  them  as  long, 
and  in  such  degree,  as  they  continued  to  de- 
serve it. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor afterwards  spoke  severally  in  expla. 
nation  ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  Noble  Karl 
stated,  that  his  motion  should  be  for  the  jno- 
duetion  of  the  monthly  returns,  at  certain 
periods,  respecting  the  artificers  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's dock-yard*. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  March  i8. — {See  Minutes,  p.  S'^1  •) 

[Militia  officers'  bill.] — The  order 
of  the  day  was  i  ead  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  militia  otiicers'  bill. 

Lord  FoLKSTONE  said,  he  was  surprised 
that  an  opposition  had  not  been  made  to  this 
bill  on  its  first  reading,  and  he  could  not  but 
express  his  astonishment  that  no  otlier  Gent, 
had  stood  up  to  oppose  a  bill,  which  he 
thought  went  to  reduce  the  dignity  and  con- 
sequence of  the  militia  of  this  country.  The 
militia  was  supported  by  men  of  fortune, 
whose  situation  in  life  would  not  permit  tliem 
to  enter  into  the  regular  service,  as  they  could 
not  leave  the  country,  or  conform  to  many 
necessary  laws  which  attend  the  regular  ser- 
vice ;  and  therefore  every  care  ought  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  improper  and  unqualified 
persons  from  mixing  v\ith  gentlemen  of  the 
fir:t  consequence  in  the  country.  The  bill  nov/ 
under  discussion  would  allow  persons  to  enter 
into  the  militia  who  were  by  no  means  qua- 
lified, which  would  prevent  men  of  fortune 
from  considering  a  situation  in  the  militia  as 
an  object  of  tlieir  ambition,  consequently  its 
present  importance  would  soon  be  on  the  de- 
cline. A  number  of  half-pay  officers  would 
be  daily  entering  into  the  militia  in  preference 
to  the  regular  service,  where  they  ought  to 
be.  He  did  not  mean  by  this  observation  to 
say  any  thing  disrespecifui  of  those  gentlemen  ; 
but  lie  thought  every  care  ought  to  be  taken 
to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the  militia,  and 
every  inducement  held  out  to  gentlemen  ot 
fortune  to  enter  into  it.  On  these  grounds  he 
thought  proper  to  oppose  that  clause  of  the 
bill,  which  allows  unqualified  persons  to  enter 
into  the  militia. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  he  thought 
the  speecli  just  delivered  by  the  Noble  Lord, 
went  to  give  a  death-blow  to  the  militia  of 
this  country.  The  clause  objected  to  by  the 
Noble  J.ord  went  to  thisefl'ect,  that  those  gen- 
tlemen who  held  a  rank  in  the  militia  last  war, 
should  have  the  privilege  to  hold  the  same 
rank  in  the  present  mllifia.  This  principle 
had  been  acted  upon  before,  and  he  now  saw 
that  this  clause  would  not  be  productive  of 
any  ill  efFccts,  or  tend  to  lessen  the  dignity  ot 
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the  militia  of  this  country.  He  thought  tliat 
the  Noble  Lord's  observations,  witli  respect 
to  qualified  persons  going  out  of  the  militia, 
if  the  persons  alUided  to  enter  into  it,  was 
very  improper,  and  ou^ht  not  to  have  been 
made.  No  Gent,  in  the  House  could  feel  a 
greater  desire  to  support  the  dignity  of  the 
militia  than  himselt;  but  he  thougiit  the 
>Joble  Lord's  objection  to  the  clause  lie  alluded 
to  would  not  meet  with  tlic  support  of  the 
House,  as  it  was  liighly  advantageous  to  the 
constitution  of  the  present  militia. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  tlie  Noble  Lord  ought 
to  have  had  a  better  reason  tiian  wliat  he  had 
just  offered,  as  an  objection  to  the  bill.  If 
the  country  is  in  that  critical  state  that  re- 
quires an  immediate  defence,  he  hoped  that 
courage  and  exertion  would  be  esteemed  in 
preference  to  property.  He  thougln  the  Noble 
Lord  had  been  very  illiberal  on  the  gentle- 
men whofill  various  situations  in  the  army.  He 
was  astonished  to  hear  the  Noble  J.ord  say, 
that  qualified  men  would  leave  tlie  militia,  if 
half-pay  officers  and  indigent  persons  entered 
into  it.  He  would  ask  the  Noble  Lord,  how 
juany  qualified  persons  the  Lord  Lieut,  would  | 
be  able  to  get  to  answer  the  exigence  of  the  mo-  j 
ment,  particularly  when  the  young  gentlemen  ot 
the  country  at  present  think  ot  nothing  but 
horse-racing  and  the  sports  of  the  field  :  if 
the  country  gentlemen  are  so  jealous  of  the 
dignity  and  consequence  of  the  militia,  they 
should  use  their  endeavours  to  fill  the  present 
vacancies  in  the  militia  with  their  friends, 
•and  not  neglect  tlie  safety  and  interest  of  the 
country,  from  a  false  ambition  for  property.  1 
It  is  only  courage  and  iionour  that  will  place 
the  laurel  on  the  soldier's  brow.  He  therefore 
thought  the  Noble  Lord's  objection  to  the 
bill  would  have  but  little  weight  with  the 
House. 

Mr.  Bastard  said,  notwithstanding  what 
the  last  Hon.  G-nt.  had  said,  he  thought 
the  dignity  of  the  militia  ought  to  be  sup- 
ported. 

Lord  Foi.KSTONE  said,  that  Gentlemen  had 
misunderstood  him.  He  never  said  that  un- 
qualified persons  being  admitted  into  the  mi- 
litia, would  prevent  qualified  gentlemen  from 
entering  into  it.  He  spoke  without  any  in- 
tention to  be  personal  to  any  body  of  gentle- 
men. The  Noble  Lord  then  repeated  his 
observations  on  the  question,  and  perfectly 
concurred  vvitli  Mr.  Sheridan,  tliat  tlie  young 
gentlemen  should,  at  this  moment,  exert 
themselves  f  r  the  defence  of  their  country. 
He  saiu  he  had  applied,  yesterday,  to  the 
Lord  Lieut,  for  a  r.;giment,  and  it  was  iiis 
particular  wish  that  the  militia  should  be  sup- 
ported by  gentlemen  of  fortune. 

Mr.  Shfridan  expressed  his  approbation 
of  tlie  Noble  Lord's  intention  to  exert  himself 
for  the  safety  of  the  country  ;  but  if  gentlemen 


did  not  coine  forward.  Government  must  take 
such  measures  as  \vill  be  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  nation;  and  he  hoped  the  Noble 
Lord's  example  vi^ould  have  a  better  effect  than 
his  speech. 

General  Tarleton  made  a  few  remarks  on 
the  bill,  and  concluded  by  saying,  that  he 
thought  the  clause  would  produce  disagreeable 
effects  to  tlie  gentlemen  now,  or  at  any  period, 
in  the  militia. 

Colonel  MiTFORD  agreed  with  the  Noble 
Lord,  that  men  of  fortune  should  not  associate 
with  persons  who  are  not  qualified;  but  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  militia  depended 
much  on  the  colonels,  who  ought  to  be  very 
particular  as  to  the  gentlemen  they  brought 
into  the  militia. 

Mr.  Franklin  said,  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  gave  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  power  to 
select  persons  for  the  militia,  and  reject  those 
who  should  be  considered  as  unqualified  for 
the  service;  therefore  there  is  no  danger  of  im- 
proper persons  being  offensive  to  this  honour- 
able establishinent. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  he  hoped 
the  young  gentlemen  of  the  country  would 
feel  a  disposition  to  enter,  that  the  vacancies 
may  be  early  filled  ;  and  it  was  his  particular 
wish,  that  gentlemen  should  deliver  their  sen- 
timents on  the  bill  as  it  went  through  the 
committee. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  committed  on  Tuesday. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday.,  March  21. — (See  Minutes,  p.  508.) 

[Naval  artificers.] — The  Earl  of  Car- 
lisle rose  to  bring  forward  his  promised  mo- 
tion relative  to  the  artificers  in  his  Majesty's 
dock-yards:  his  Lordship  prefaced  it  with  a  few 
general  observations,  referring  to  the  necessity 
which  existed  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  for  Parliament  to  be  informed  upon 
certain  points  respecting  the  conduct  of  that 
most  important  branch  of  the  Government,  to 
which  the  subject  of  the  motion  related.  On 
a  due  administration  of  the  affairs  of  that  de- 
partment, the  security  of  the  country,  in  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  in  a  great  degree  de- 
pended. The  information  called  for  by  the 
motion,  was  important,  the  Noble  Earl  ob- 
served, as  forming  the  groundwork  of  other 
propositions,  which,  perhaps,  he  should  find 
it  necessary  to  bring  forward.  He  then  re- 
peated some  of  his  former  observations  re- 
specting the  general  conduct  of  Ministers, 
who,  he  seemed  to  say,  were  not  yet  fairly 
tried  ;  when  they  were,  it  would  then  appear 
how  far  they  enjoyed  that  confidence  of  which 
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they  boasted.  After  some  further  comment 
on  these  topics,  the  Noble  Earl  moved  to  the 
following  effect : — "  That  the  proper  officers 
*'  do  lay  before  thi  House,  a  monthly  return 
"  of  all  the  artificers  employed  in  his  Majesty's 
**  dock-yards,  from  the  month  of  May  1802, 
"  to  the  pi^esent  period." 

Lord  HoBART  rose,  and  expressed  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  House  ought  not  to  agree  to  a 
motion  of  such  a  peculiar  nature  and  import- 
ance, withoiit  hearing  adequate  grounds  and 
reasons  assigned  for  its  adoption.     Not  one, 
he  contended,  had  been  advanced  by  the  Noble 
Earl.      His  Lordship   seemed   to   regret   the 
absence  of  the  Noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the 
marine  department,  who  of  course  possessed  a 
more  detailed  knowledge   of  the  subject   to  | 
which  the  motion  referred,  than  he  could  be 
supposed  to  possess.     With  respect  to   what  I 
the  Noble  Earl  had  been  pleased  to  advance  | 
relative  to  the  general  conduct  of  Ministers, 
he  could  only  then  assure  him  generally,  that 
these  Ministers  always  held  it  their  duty,  and 
had  so  acted,  to  do  that  which  they  firmly 
believed  would  most  conduce  to  the  real  in- 
terests of  their  country,  and  so  acting,  they 
were   secure   of  its  confidence.     The  Noble 
Eai^l  had  spoken  of  the  trial  of  Ministers,  but 
let  that  trial  come  on  when  it  may,  he,  for 
one,  was  not  apprehensive  of  its  result.     He 
was  sure  that  Parliament  had  sufficient  grounds 
for  judging    of   IVIinisters    by  their  conduct, 
and  the  conduct  of  Parliament  had  as  clearly 
manifested  its  sense  of  their  merits.     He  then 
vindicated,  in  general  terms,  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  Noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty,  against  every  imputation ;  and  he 
must  believe  that  that  character  stood  as  high 
in  the  public  opinion  as  ever,  until  he  heard 
that  something  like  a  specific  charge  was  urged 
against  him. — Indirect  insinuations  were  of  no 
weight  with  him,  until  specific  charges  were 
made.     He  had  every  right  to  presume  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  administration  of  the 
important  department  in  question,  that  called 
for  an  inquiry  to  be  set  on  foot ;  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  particular  motion  then  before  the 
House,  he  held  it  his  duty  to  resist  it,  until  he 
should  hear  adequate  reasons  assigned  for  its 
adoption. 


that  Noble  Lord's  services  than  he  did.    He 
felt  the  obligations  which  the  country  owed  to 
Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  no  man  could  more  duly 
appreciate  his  great  and  eminent  services.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,   the  more   especially   on 
such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  he  had  to  consider 
his  own  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parhament.  The 
Noble  Lord  in  question  was  to  be  regarded  as 
a  public  character,  and  it   was  essential  that 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  depart- 
ment over  which  that  Noble  Lord  presided, 
should  be  such  as  to  meet  the  present  exigency 
of  affairs.     Its  vigour  and  alertness,  his  Lord- 
ship seemed  to  say,  should  be  such  as  to  enable 
us  to  meet  the  French  off  Brest.     He  must  be 
allowed  to  entertain  his  own  doubts,  and  to  ob- 
serve, that  even  generally,  in  the  public  mind, 
some  existed  with  regard  to  the  management  of 
the  affaii-s  of  the  Admiralty.  It  was  important  it 
should  be  known  how  Ministers  had  acted  in 
these  respects  during  the  summer,  and  at  a 
time  when  they  were  alternately  arming  and 
disarming,  and  whether  the  other  measui-es  of 
Ministers  at  home  were  commensurate  to  their 
conduct  abroad.     In  this  view,  he  thought  it 
j  was  incumbent  on   Ministers  to  afford  every' 
information.     He   had,  at    first,    no   wish   to, 
urge  tlie  motion,  but  entertained  an  idea  of 
withdrawing  it ;  but  after  what  had  passed,  he 
had  his  doubts  with  respect  to  the  propriety 
of  such  a  proceeding. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  put  the  ques- 
tion. 

Lord  Grenville  begged  leave  to  offer  his 
advice  to  his  Noble  Friend,  namely,  that  on  the 
present  occasion  he  would  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. However,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
give  a  vote,  he  would  do  it  on  the  ground  of 
his  having  heard  no  argument  v.'hatever  for  its 
rejection.  In  a  moment  like  the  present,  he 
should  be  sorry  that  any  thing  should  come 
from  those  with  whom  he  agreed  in  opinion — 
even  a  motion  in  that  House,  which  might 
throw  any  thing  hke  embarrassment  on  the 
conduct  of  the  King's  servants.  With  respect 
to  the  subject  to  which  the  motion  referred, 
it  was  one,  he  thought,  into  which  inquiry 
should  be  instituted  at  a  proper  time.  lo 
consequence  of  the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by 
Ministers  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  for 
some  time  past  their  responsibility  was  gi'eat 
beyond  all  former  precedent,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  afforded  no  satisfactory  information  to 
Parliament,  nor  explained  any  part  of  their 
conduct  whatever.  They  had  seen  measures 
done  and  undone,  adopted  and  altered,  and 
Pai-liament  called  upon  to  vote  large  estimates, 
merely  on  grounds  of  supposed  notoriety. 
Ministei-s  and  the  country  were  now  so  cir- 
cumstanced, that  he  Vvished  it  might  not  be 
said  with  truth,  that  those  v/ith  whom  he  act- 
ed, had  done  any  thing  tending  to  throw  diffi- 


The  Earl  of  Carlisle  in  reply  observed, 
that  the  thing  was  so  simple  in  itself,  and  he 
had  so  plainly  stated  the  object  of  the  motion, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  in  the  first 
instance  to  take  up  their  Lordships'  time.  He 
contended,  that  Parliament  should  have  every 
degree  of  information  which  could  be  attained 
without  dangerous  consequences  to  the  real 
interests  of  the  country.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  his  intention  than  to  offer  any 
personal  imputation  against  the  Noble  Earl, 
or  disrespect  towards  him.  On  the  contrary, 
flo  man  in  that  House  could  more  highly  value    culties  in  their  way:  there  would  be  future 
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opportunities  for  discussion,  and  on  these 
grounds  it  wis  that  he  requested  his  Noble 
Friend  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present. 

The  Earl  of  Carlislf,  in  a  few  words,  ex- 
pressed his  acquiescence  in  the  proposition  of 
his  Noble  Friend,  but  at  the  same  time  ob- 
served, that  no  well-founded  objections  had 
been  offered  against  it. 

Lord  Pelham  expressed  his  opinion,  that  a 
motion  like  that  in  question  should  not  be  agreed 
to,  except  distinct  and  adequate  reasons  were 
assigned  for  its  adoption,  and  specific  grounds 
urged  for  going  into  the  inquiries  alluded  to.  He 
perfectly  agreed  in  what  had  fallen  from  his 
Noble  Friend,  that  nothing  had  been  suggest- 
ed by  the  Noble  Earl,  in  reference  to  the  naval 
department,  that  constituted  sufficient  ground 
for  inquiry ;  he  should  not,  therefore,  at  pre- 
sent enter  into  that  line  of  discussion.  With  re- 
spxect  to  the  point  of  which  so  much  had  been 
said,  the  conduct  of  Ministers,  that,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, would,  at  a  proper  period,  be  a  fair  ground 
for  inquiry.  Bat  it  was  the  consolation  of  his 
Majesty's  present  Ministers,  that,  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
catmtry,  their  conduct  had  been  such,  as  they 
conceived  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  honour 
and  the  interests  of  the  nation.  On  that  ground 
it  had  been  satisfactory  to  themselves,  and  had 
fceen  sanctioned  by  Parliament ;  in  that  line  of 
conduct  they  would  persevere,  nor  would  they 
be  drawn  from  it  by  any  taunts  which  may  be 
thrown  out  against  them.  With  respect  to 
motions  of  such  a  nature  as  the  present,  he 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  House  would  not 
countenance  a  sudden  investigation  at  any 
time,  without  adequate  grounds  being  pre- 
viously assigned. 

Lord  Grewille  in  explanation  observed, 
that  Ministers  could  not  consistently  be  said 
to  rely  on  the  confidence  of  Parliament  and 
the  com. try,  as  they  uniformly  withheld  all 
knowledge  and  information  whereby  either 
could  rightly  judge  of  their  conduct.  They 
had  gone  on  arming  and  disarming,  without 
condescending  to  let  the  public  know  the  cir- 
cumstances which  warranted  such  contradic- 
tory and  opposite  measures. 

Lord  HOBART,  in  reply,  observed,  that  it 
was  with  Parliament  alone  to  draw  such  con- 
clusions; the  sentiments  of  which  had  plainly 
indicated  how  far  it  ,'ipproved  of  the  conduct 
of  Ministers.  Since  their  accession  to  office 
two  very  great  and  important  political  mea- 
sures had  been  completed,  namely,  the  peace 
with  the  Northern  Powers,  and  the  subsequent 
peace  with  France.  The  unanimous  approba- 
tion which  both  these  measures  met  with  was 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  Parliament. 

Lord    GRENVitLE    shortly  obscncd,    that 


these  circumstances  had  no  application  what- 
ever to  the  points  in  question,  which  referred 
only  to  the  conduct  of  Ministers  during  the  last 
eighteen  months. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  spoke  shortly  in  fur- 
ther explanation. 

The  Lord  Chavcellor  quitted  the  wool- 
sack, and  after  noticing  the  tenour  of  the  mo^ 
tion,  observed  that  the  Noble  Earl's  complain- 
ing that  no  reasons  were  given  why  the  motion 
should  not  be  agreed  to,  appeared  to  him  a 
little  extraordinary,  as  he  had  always  under- 
stood, that  when  motions  of  that  kmd  were 
made,  it  was  necessary  that  some  reasons 
should  be  given  for  their  adoption.  The  sub- 
sequent conduct  of  the  Noble  Earl  appeared 
to  him  to  be  equally  extraordinary.  After 
having  proposed  the  motion,  v/ithout  assigning 
any  reason  why  it  should  be  adopted,  he  now 
content;;  himself  with  withdrawing  it,  because 
he  had  heard  no  reasons  for  its  rejection.  The 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord  then  proceeded  to 
enforce  the  objections  offered  by  the  Peers  on 
the  ministerial  bench,  and  added,  that  the 
Noble  Earl  had  rather  inconsistently  asserted 
the  object  of  the  motion  to  be  for  the  correc- 
tion of  evils,  without  condescending  to  state 
what  those  evils  were.  His  Lordship  then 
proceeded  successfully  to  combat  the  general 
assertions  made  by  the  Peers  in  opposition, 
argued  the  inconsistency  of  their  conduct,  on 
their  own  principles,  in  judging  the  conduct 
of  Ministers,  previously  to  the  institution  of 
those  inquiries  they  so  loudly  called  for. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  a  proposal 
from  the  Noble  Earl  (Carlislf.)  for  with* 
drawing  this  motion,  and  agreed  to. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  March  21. — (See  Minutes,  p.  508.) 

[East  india  accounts.] — The  report  of 
the  committee  on  East  India  accounts  was 
taken  into  further  consideration.  The  resolu- 
tions were  all  read  and  agreed  to,  without 
any  observation  being  made  on  any  of  them, 
except  tlie  lastj  and  the  question  being  put 
upon  which, 

Mr.  Francis  said,  he  thought  it  proper  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  to  explain  what 
he  meant  by  the  word  "  false,"  as  applied  to 
the  Indian  accounts  now  before  Parliament  ; 
and  in  doing  this,  he  hoped  every  Gentleman 
would  put  the  liberal  construction  on  the  in- 
tended application  of  the  word,  that  was  really 
meant  by  the  use  of  it.  When  he  used  the 
word  false,  as  applying  to  the  accounts  before 
the  House,  he  did  not  mean  to  accuse  any 
Hon.  Gent,  of  having  committed  the  least  i>ct 
that  would  stain  his  honour:  he  had  only  used 
it  to  convey  this  meaning,  that  the  accounte 
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which  had  been  ofiPered  t'j  Pailiament  were  in- 
correct;  and,  therefore,  to  express  his  opinion 
bf  those  accounts,  he  Jiad  called  them  false— a 
vord  used  and  well  understood  in  logic,  which 
is  not  of  personal  application,  but  only  ex- 
presses the  Inaccuracy  of  a  position  or  state- 
ment. He  could  assure  e^very  Gentleman  pre- 
ifnt,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  apply  tlie 
word  in  any  other  way  than  as  explained  by 
him.  He  understood  of  the  Noble  Lord  \sho 
had  laid  tlie  India  papers  before  tlie  House, 
tliat  the  I.egi.slature  was  to  guaranty  the 
stock  of  the  India.  Company,  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  millions  of  money,  with  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  Company,  which 
had  not  in  his  mind  been  clearly  laid  before 
the  House;  the  neglect  of  which,  and  inaccu- 
racy of  the  accounts,  were  the  objects  of  his 
complaint. 

Mr,  Thfophilus  Metcalf  said,  every 
Member  in  that  House  had  a  right  to  investi- 
gate the  papers  now  before  them  relative  to 
the  affairs  of  India,  but  no  Gentleman  should 
go  so  far  as  to  say,  that  the  East  India  Com- 
pany had  taken  any  measure  to  conceal  any 
part  of  their  accounts,  with  an  intention  to 
deceive  Parliament.  If  the  Hon.  Gent,  thought 
the  accounts  were  false,  it  was  his  duty  to 
bring  the  business  before  the  House  in  a  re- 
gular way.  The  article  alluded  to  by  tl;e  Hon. 
Gent.  (Mr.  Francis),  he  had  taken  every  me- 
thod to  explain  on  a  former  occasion,  and 
had  pointeci  out  to  the  House,  in  the  clearest 
poss-ibk  v/ay,  hovv"  the  money  had  been  .apphed, 
and  every  circumstance  connected  wiLh  the 
article  which  has  been  the  object  of  comment 
by  that  Hon.  Gent.  He  said,  he  was  avvare 
that  publishing  the  debates  in  Parliament,  was 
contrary  to  the  privileges  of  the  House;  how- 
ever, on  that  subject  he  should  not  dwell,  but 
he  could  net  but  make  an  observation  on  a 
paragraph  in  one  of  the  public  prints,  which, 
in  his  mind,  appeared  something  like  a  puiT, 
and  intended  to  have  some  weight  v;ith  the 
public  relative  to  the  question  now  under  dis- 
cussion ;  but  he  could  assure  the  House  and 
the  Hon.  Gent  that  the  Company's  accounts 
v'oald  bear  a  mi-inute  investigation,  and  con- 
vince those  Gentlemen  who  may  feel  inclined 
■to  examine  them,  of  th^  justice  and  honour  of 
the  East  India  Company,  and  that  the  alfairs 
■of  the  Company  were  in  a  better  state  by  a 
million  or  two  than  they  had  been.  Mr.  Met- 
calf  then  requested  the  Clerk  to  read  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House  with  respect  to  the  sum  of 
twelve  millions  alhjded  to  by  the  Hon.  Gent, 
f  After  the  Clerk  had  read  the  record]  he  de- 
clared that  there  was  a  balance  in  fovour  of 
the  Company  of  upwards  of  two  millions, 
notwithstanding  they  have  ha<I  heavy  diiJ'icul- 
ti<:s  to  struggle  with,  and  which  must  always 
attend  them  during  a  war.  The  Hon.  Gent. 
then  went  over  several  parts  of  the  accounts 
he  had  on  a  former  occasion  entered  at  lartre 
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into,  which,  he  said,  must  be  clear  to  any 
Gent,  who  would  take  the  trouble  to  give 
them  a  minute  consideration. 

Eord  Casti.erkagh  said  the  last  Gent. 
had,  in  his  mind,  given  so  clear  a  statement  of 
the  facts,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
trespass  on  t'lc  attention  of  the  House  a  mi>- 
nute,  but  he  thought  it  right  to  observe  that 
the  Company  had  a  claim  on  the  public.  He 
said  that  the  oiiginal  capital  was  6,700,000/. 
His  Lordship  then  went  over  several  parts  of 
the  accounts  which  he  liad  before  explained 
on  the  night  he  brought  the  subject  before  the 
House,  and  concluded  by  paying  Mr.  Metcalf 
a  compliment  on  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  DuNDAS  made  a  few  genei-al  re- 
marks on  the  Company's  accounts,  and  con-, 
sidered  them  as  very  accurate. 

Mr.  JoHNSTONF  said,  that  it  Was  very  clear 
from  the  accounts  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  House,  that  the  Company's  affairs  were  in 
a  worse  state  this  year,  than  they  had  been 
found  to  be  for  seveiai  years  back,  by  thirteen 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  together  with  other 
deficiencies,  which  fully  evinced,  that  they 
were  not  in  that  flourishing  state  which  had 
been  reported  ;  and  on  a  minute  investigation 
of  the  accounts,  they  would  be  found  very 
defective. 

Mr.  Wallace  contended,  that  the  esti- 
mates ought  to  be  depended  upon,  inasmuch 
as  they  were  always  made  with  great  care,  and 
they  had  always  been  found  to  be  as  correct  as 
the  nature  of  the  subject  v/ould  admit.  He 
then  referred  to  a  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Dundas  in  his  budget  in  1796,  and  contended 
that  he  had  never  stated,  that  the  public  were 
to  enjoy  their  participation  at  all  events,  whe- 
ther the  Company  should  be  in  a  state  of  peace 
or  \^ar. 

Mr.  KinnAird  said,  he  was  highly  gratified 
with  the  statement  given  by  a  Noble  Lord  on 
a  former  night,  respecting  the  situation  of  the 
East  India  Company  ;  but  there  was  one  ques- 
tion v/hich  he  wished  to  ask.  It  had  been 
stated,  that  the  war  did  not  break  out  in  India 
till  1798)  therefore  from  the  year  1793  to  1798, 
a  period  of  five  years,  the  Company  enjoyed  a 
state  of  peace.  'lie  Vvishcd  to  know  "vVhethcr, 
during  that  period,  any  and  what  money  had 
been  paid  to  the  commissioners  for  the  gua- 
rantee fund. 

Lord  Castlerfagh  said,  that  if  the  Kon. 
Gent.  had  read  the  act  of  Parliament,  he 
would  have  found  that  no  money  could  be 
paid  towards  the  guarantee  fund,  untd  the 
East  India  Company's  debt  was  reduced  tc  the 
point  required  bv  law. 

*Gg 
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Mr.  KiNNAiRO  said,  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 

Tiiev'ny,  Ma' cb  71.  (See  Minute    p.  so%.) 

[Militia  o-^ficers'  bill.J — On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  ?.  coir.rnittec  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  militia  officers'  bill.  He  ob- 
served, that  he  had  made  a  fuw  alterations  in 
the  words  of  a  clause  or  two,  which  were 
merely  technical. 

Mr.  Bastard  said,  notwithstanding  much 
had  been  observed  to  the  House  with  respect 
to  the  clan  e  which  gave  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
tlie  power  to  accept  the  services  of  non-quali- 
fied men,  he  could  not  but  express  his  disap- 
probation of  the  clause,  as  it  would  prevent 
men  of  landed  property  from  giving  their  ser- 
vices to  the  militia.  He  was  sure  if  persons 
were  indiscriminately  suffered  to  enter  in  the 
militia,  as  the  clause  in  question  would  allow, 
men  of  property  would  not  enter. 

The  Secrftarv  at  War  said,  the  pro- 
priety of  the  clause  must  be  obvious  to  every 
one,  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  must  have  the 
power  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  with  unqualified 
persons,  if  men  of  landed  property  did  not 
offer  themselves. 

The  Hon.  Henry  Lascf.t.t.f <;  said,  that  as 
the  clause   now   stood,  the  Lord   Lieutenant  ! 
had  the  power  of  choosing  whom   he  pleased  ;  > 
he  wished  that  men  of  landed  property  should  1 
have  the  preference.  j 

The  Secrvtary  at  "War  said,  he  thought  1 
it  proper  to  vest  the  exercise  of  that  authority 
in  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  a  man  might  be  a  | 
proper  person  for  the  militia  in  consequence  of  | 
his  property,  but  a  very  improper  person  from 
various  other  circumstances. 

Colonel    MiTFORT>  contended   for  the  im- 
portance of  the  militia ;  he  observed  he  did  j 
not   mean   to    say   any  thing  unhandsome    of  i 
those  gentlemen  in  the  rcgula'-  service,  but  he  | 
tliought  the  militia  ought   to  consist  of  men  j 
of  landed  property ;  and  as  many  gentlemen 
in   the  regular    service   were  often   not    very  } 
wealthy,  the   two  descriptions  of  characters  I 
ought  not  to  associate  with  each  other,  in  the 
sense  he  meant  it,  as  public  men. 

Lord  Foi. RSTONF,  concurred  with  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  maile  to  the  clause  in 
question. 

Mr.  Bastard  said,  there  was  a  period  when 
■'■'lie  iralitia  of  this  country  was  .1  uuJv  of  the 


first  consequence,  but  they  had  not  been 
treated  with  kindness;  and  there  was  a  time 
when  men  of  the  first  consequence  felt  an  am.- 
bition  to  enter  into  the  militia ;  but  the  treat- 
ment they  had  experienced  had  chilled  the 
desire  of  many  gentlemen  for  the  support  of 
its  dignity  and  consequence,  and  therefore 
tlicre  was  no  wonder  that  Government  found 
a  difficulty  in  filling  the  vacancies  in  the  n\ilitiaj 
as,  during  the  last  Parliament,  a  bill  went 
through  the  House,  that  went  at  once  to  rob 
them  of  every  dignity  and  comfort — and  if  that 
act  was  rcnev/ed,  the  House  would  again  wit- 
ness the  great  support  of  the  coimtry  lessened 
and  degraded.  But  he  hoped  Parliament 
would  be  cautious  how  they  treated  this  valu- 
able bulwark  of  the  nation,  on  whom  we 
should  depend  for  the  protection  of  those 
blessings  we  now  enjoy.  "  Use,"  said  he, 
"  your  militia  with  kindness,  and  you  will  find 
they  will  stand  before  an  enemy  with  zeal  to 
defend  the  country.'' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
in  answer  to  the  observations  of  the  Hon. 
Gent,  who  spoke  last,  that  his  Rt.  Hon. 
Friend,  who  had  brought  in  this  bill,  was  a 
true  friend  to  the  militia  system,  but  that  the 
observations  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  just 
spoken  (Mr.  Bastard)  did  not  apply  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration, 
though  the  Hon.  Gent,  undoubtedly  meant 
that  they  should.  He  denied  that  the  militia. 
were  insulted  by  the  acts  of  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, neither  were  they  degraded  ;  some  of 
the  measures  of  Parliament  were  indeed  such 
a:;  might  have  been  wished  to  have  been  other- 
wise ;  but  the  cnnuTiittee,  as  well  as  the  Hon. 
Gent,  who  spoke  last,  would  have  the  good- 
ness to  remember,  that  the  measures  to  which 
he  referred  were  not  measures  of  choice,  but 
of  necessity,  and  the  Hon.  Gent,  as  well  as 
others,  acted  under  it  from  necessity  ;  and  he 
would  be  as  ready  as  any  one  to  obey  that  ne- 
cessity if  it  existed  now  ;  but  would  the  Hon. 
Gent,  state,  that  we  were  in  the  same  situation 
as  we  were  then  ?  Certainly  we  were  not. 
That  situation  arose  from  a  consciousness  that 
the  other  forces  of  his  Majesty  were  employed 
in  every  part  of  the  world  ;  and  could  we  for- 
get what  was  due  to  the  militia  for  their  ser- 
vices, in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
being  so  employed  ?  What  were  the  instru- 
ments by  which  we  supported  our  glory?  The 
militia.  How  was  Ireland  defended  .''  By  the 
militia.  How  were  our  victories  obtained  on 
the  coast  of  Egypt .''  By  the  very  measure  v.'hich 
the  last  Hon.  Gent,  condemned;  by  the  liws 
which  were  made  in  the  last  Parliament  for  the 
regulation  of  the  militia,  and  by  the  excellent 
conduct  of  that  constitutional  body  of  force — 
we  could  not  have  had  those  triumphs  but  in 
consequence  of  the  measures  taken  by  Parlia- 
ment with  regard  to  the  militia.  He  had  al- 
ready said,  however,  that  these  measures  of 
the  last  Parliament  were  the  effect  of  necessity. 
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God  grant  that  the  necessity  of  recurring  to 
such    measures   might  never    be   felt    again ! 
These  obsei"vations  he  thought  he  was  called 
upon  to  make,  in  consequence  of  what  had 
just  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Gent,  or  he  should 
not  have  made  them,  for  he  had  no  intention, 
when   he  came  to  the  House,  of  taking  any 
share  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill.     But  now 
that   he  was  up,  he  could  not  help  making  a 
few,  and  they  should  be  a  few,  observations. 
It  had  been  stated,  that  the  clause  now  pro- 
posed was  a  direct  infringement  on  the  militia 
laws.     That  it  was  an  invasion  on  the  original 
system,  or  a  novelty  in  it  rather,  he  did  not 
deny  ;  but  he  submitted,  that  it  had  been  ren- 
dered unavoidable  by  the  ciiange  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  militia  since  the  institution 
of  that  constitutional   force.     He  knew  that 
the  militia  was  supported  at  its  commencement 
with  the  ardour  of  the  landed  interest  of  this 
country.     He  knew  also,  and  he  had   much 
pleasure  in   reOecting,  that  that  ardour  con- 
tinued to  a  great  extent ;  but  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  there   were  other  claims  upon   the 
patriotic  exertions  of  gentlemen  of  the  landed 
interest ;  that  there    were   demands  on  their 
public  spirit,  and  some  novelties  which  ope- 
rated upon  their  patriotism,  and  called  forth 
their  efforts  in  support  of  tiicir  country.     All 
these  things  considered,  it  would  be  obvious 
there  was  not  now  the  same  facility  as  formerly 
in  procuring  officers  for  the  militia.     It  was 
otherwise  at  the  establishment.  The  difference 
of  circumstances  had  introduced  some  novel- 
ties into  the  system.   What  was  here  proposed 
was  not  to  outstep  the  ancient  system,  but  to 
provide    that    the    change    of    circumstances 
should  not  produce  great  inconveniences  to 
that  part  of  the  service.  The  great  object  was, 
as  the  Hon.  Gent,  and  many  others  had  stated, 
to   provide,  as  much  as  possible,  the  militia 
with  officers  from  the  great  landed  property 
and  gen-try  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  if  that  could 
not  be  done,  if  they  could  not  every  where  be 
found  ready  to  take  upon  themselves  that  ser- 
vice, then  that  others,  who,  although  not  as  well 
qualified  in  fortune,  might  be  qualified  in  abi- 
lity, should  take  that  service.     This  measure 
was  not  intended  to  exclude  the  gentry  from 
being  offxers  of  the  militia ;  on  the  contrary, 
'  it  was  much  desired  that   they  should  come 
forward  in  that  service,  but  to  provide  for  the 
service   in   case  of  their  absence ;   for  if  we 
could  not  have  officers  qualified  in  fortune,  in 
the  way  which  was  most  desiiable,  we  must 
take  care  that  the  militia  service  should  not  be 
left  without  officers.     It  was  upon  that  prin- 
ciple he  approved  of  tiie  clause  now  before 
^he  committee,  and  it  was  upon  that  principle 
his  Rt.  Hon,  Friend  proposed  it. 

Lord  Folk  STOKE  observed,  though  several 
Hon.  Gent,  had  said  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  the  present  period  was  not  calculated  to 
be  too  nice  as  to  the  qualification  of  persons  to 
pl\  the  vacancies  alluded  to,  yet  he  thought 


gentlemen  of  landed  property  would  not  as-^o- 
ciate  with  unqualified  persons,  noiwiihstand- 
ing  the  exigency  of  tlie  moiricnt,  to  complete 
tlie  militia  of  the  country;  he  therefore  could 
not,  with  any  satisfaction  to  himselt,  agree  to 
the  clause. 

Colonel  MiTFORD  also  repeated  h's  former 
observations  on  the  clause. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchfqu fr  said 
it  few  words  in  answer  to  tlir  last  Hon.  Gent. 

Several  other  Members  exjircssed  various 
opinions  on  the  clause  in  debate,  which  was  at 
length  carried,  leaving  out  the  words  wl.ich 
were  imperative  on  the  J.ord  Licuteiutnt  tohll 
up  llie  vacancies  in  the  manner  prescribed. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

JFedncsday,   March  23.  (See  MimUfs,  p.  509.) 

[ROMANCA7HOLICS.]--TheMASTIRorthe 

Rolls  said,  tiie  object  of  the  motion  of  wincli 
he  had  given  notice,  and  which  he  now  rose  to 
make,  was  merely  to  remedy  an  uicijuveuK  nee 
which   resulted  to  the  Ruu'ian  Caihulics  from 
tlic  provisions  of  two  acts  ol  Pcirliameni.   The 
iiicotivenience  was  siinply  this:    that  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  were  obli|;ed   to  take  two  sepa- 
rate oaths,  whereas  one  would   be  couipleicly 
sufficient.     There  h^d  been,  during  his  Ma- 
jesty'^, reign,  two  acts  of  Parliament  passed  in 
favour   of   tlie    Ronvui  Catholips.     I'he  first 
was  the  i8th  of  the  Kin^;,  brought  in  by  !?ir 
George  Saviile;    t!ie  other,    the    31st   of  the 
Kinu,  brougiu  in  by  the  present  Chancc!h>r  of 
Ireland.      The  object  of  the   former  was  to 
relieve  tlie  Roman  Catholics  from  the  jienahies 
and  incapacities  imposed  by  the  jith  and  iztli 
of  William    ill.     Tlie  second  bill   was  lore- 
move   the   penalties,  &r.     imposed   £ince  the 
nth  and   12th    of  William  HI-      Neither  of 
those  acts  entirely  repealed  the  laws  to  v\  Inch 
tliey  referred — they  were  entirely  conditional 
in  theiroperation  ;  they  extended  only  to  such 
Roman   Caih(»lics  as  gave  assurance  of   their 
fidelity,  and  disclaimed  such  principles  as  weie 
inconsistent  with  the  safety  of  the  staic._     An 
oath,    containing  such  di!>Llaimer,  was  iiitn- 
di-iced   into  eacli  of  tlie  acis.      If  the  oath  in 
the  second  act  had  been  precisely  the  same  a-, 
that  contained  in  ilie  former  one,  the  iiiconvi. 
nieiices   which    he    now    proposed    to   remedy 
would  never  have  arisen;   for,  by  taking  tlie 
second  oath,  the  person  would  have  conipH^d 
witli  the  provisifnis  of  botii   tlie  statt.ites  ;   but 
when  the  second   act   was   brought  in,  it  was 
thought  necessarv  ro  make  some  alterations  in 
the  wording  ot   tlie  oaili,  in  f)rm,  but  not  in 
substance.  "The   lact,    luiwcver,  was,  ihat   a 
Roman  Catholic,  to  enti'le  liim.self  to  the  be- 
nefit ot  botli  the  statipes,  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  raking  both  1    e  oa'hs.      For,  it  he  oidy 
tookiheoarii  prescribed  in   thi  second  stafue 
(which  was  more  j^tM-feri  tlian  the  one  cuntam- 
•  G"    2 
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ed  in  the  first  statute),  he  still  remained  liable 
to  all  the  penalties,  kc.  imposed  bytlieiith 
and  i2thof  William  III.  Now  it  happened, 
that  a  great  number  of  Catholics  had  only 
taken  the  last  oath,  thinking  that  theie  was 
but  one  Catholic  test,  and  that  tiiat  was  the 
one  imposed  by  the  last  statute.  They  sup- 
posed that  thev  were  not  under  the  necessity 
ot  taking  the  first  oath,  which  in  substance  is 
included  in  the  second  one.  Instances  iiad 
occurred,  wliere,  when  tiieir  titles  to  estates 
came  to  be  examined,  they  had  been  found 
defective  merely  from  the  inadvertency  of  not 
t.ikin^  the  first  oath.  There  appeared  to  him 
to  be  no  conceivable  reason  why  both  tiie  oaths 
sliould  be  retained,  because  the  state  derived 
no  additional  scciu'itv  from  retaining;  the  first 
oath.  The  second  oath  dinered  fiom  the  first, 
in  an  omission,  the  nature  of  which  he  should 
S'ate.  TJie  first  contained  a  renunciation  of 
allegiance  to  the  person  assuming  the  title  of 
Charles  III.  he  being  alive  when  that  act 
passed  ;  but  it  was  omitted  in  the  second  act, 
because  he  was  then  dead.  This  was  the  only 
omission  in  the  second  oath,  which,  with  that 
exception  and  some  small  additions,  was  the 
same  as  the  former  one.  Nov,-,  it  was  rather 
singular,  after  a  man  liad  taken  the  more  per- 
fect oath,  to  call  upon  him  to  take  one  that  was 
less  perfect.  A  Catholic  who  had  taken  the 
last  oath,  could  have  no  objection  to  take  the 
former  one,  and  therefore,  if  lie  did  not  take 
it,  It  Could  only  arise  from  ignorance  or  inad- 
verterne.  It  was  therefore  perfectly  useless 
and  inconvenient  to  reliiin  it ;  besides,  it  led  to 
a  ri'<.',ree  of  incon;;iu!ty  in  the  law,  which  ouglit 
rot  to  exist.  Upon  these  grounds  he  should 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  to 
Rom.m  Cat|u)lics  tlic  benefit  of  botli  statutes, 
upon  ilici;'  taking  tiie  oaih  coiitaim-d   in  the 

fiist. 

This  being  a  rnolirm  respecting  religion,  it 
was  referred  10  a  comuiittee  of  the  vs  hole  House. 


[MlLITI.\    (;FFICE!■'.^'  BILL.] — Mr.   WlND- 

HAM  said,  he  had  taken  a  very  comprehensive 
view  of  the  measure  iiuw  ibout  to  be  adopted 
by  tlie  bill  before  the  House;  upon  the  whole 
he  did  not  mean  to  object  to  it,  yet  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  state  how  far  lie  approved  of 
the  bill,  ai;d  the  clause  relative  to  the  admis- 
sion of  half-pav  oificers  into  tiie  militia.  It 
v.as  noihing  but  the  exigence  of  the  moment 
warranted  the  present  measure  :  he  there- 
fore shculd  niake  a  few  remarks  on  the  militia, 
as  to  hi.  first  constitution  and  present  establish- 
ment. As  the  militia  was  first  constituted,  it 
was  the  aimed  force  of  the  cfmntry,  and  con- 
tained those  legulaiions  which  must  be  ap- 
proved of  by  every  man  w  ho  took  the  trouble 
to  compare  it  with  the  established  militia  of 
the  present  day.  Within  these  few  years  it 
had  been  torn  to  pieces  by  many  new  laws,  and 
its  members  embodit  d  into  the  regular  service. 
Such  measures  had  cone  much  to  destroy  the 


importance  of  this  constitutional  body.  The 
militia,  for  these  few  years  past,  had  been 
carried  to  a  great  and  improper  extent,  and 
nothing  but  the  exigence  of  the  moment  could 
justify  the  alteration  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  militia  of  the  country,  and  which,  in  his 
mind,  had  reduced  its  impoitance.  He  thought 
it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  country  if  the 
regular  army  assimilated  with  the  militia,  and 
that  those  who  came  into  the  service,  should 
enlist  for  the  term  of  six  years.  The  Hon. 
Gent,  then  repeated  many  of  the  observations 
on  the  army,  he  had  made  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. It  was  a  doctrine  laid  down  the  other 
day,  that  no  otiposition  should  be  given  to 
this  bill,  unless  Gent,  who  opposed  it,  should 
suggest  some  plan  that  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  the  country  better  than  Vvhat  the  pre- ' 
sent  bill  had  ottered  ;  but  he  did  not  think  this 
doctrine  good,  as  a  man  may  be  able  to  disco- 
ver defects  in  a  picture  without  being  an  artist, 
or  be  able  to  judge  of  a  potm,  v>-ithout  being  a 
poet ;  and  therefore  he  thought  the  opposition 
any  Gent,  might  be  inclined  to  give  to  the  bill, 
was  not  improper.  The  militia,  as  it  v.-as  now- 
constituted.,  went  a  great  way  to  destroy  the 
regular  army,  for  it  was  a  known  fact,  tliat  the 
militia  officers  wel'e  now  giving  nine  guineas 
per  man,  consequently  they  could  not  suppose 
that  men  v/ould  enter  into  the  regular  service. 
He  said,  he  would  aeknov.ledge  with  candour, 
thai  he  had  conversed  v.ith  many  m.ilitary  men, 
some  of  Vidiom  v/ere  advcc^ates  for  the  augment- 
ation of  the  militia;  others,  indeed,  did  not  sup- 
port the  piiiicinlc. — He  could  not  but  again  ob- 
ject to  the  militia  as  it  was  now  established ;  for 
every  Gent,  in  the  Hou.se  must  own,  it  was  not 
like  the  militia  that  was  originally  constituted. 
It  has  long  appeared  like  the  regular  service, 
without  its  perfections.  The  Hon.  Gent,  then 
said,  there  ought  to  be  no  distinction  between 
the  gentlemen  qualified  for  the  militia5and  those 
unqualified  ofiicers  whose  character  and  talents 
should  be  approved  of  bv  the  Lord  Lieutenant." 
The  army  abounds  v.ith  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  honour  and  talents,  and  therefore  the 
want  of  jiroperry  should  not  render  their  situ- 
ation and  duty  unpleasant  to  them ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  every  care  ought  to  be  taken  tQ 
prevent  improper  persons  from  being  admitted 
to  join  the  militia. 

Tlve  SKCRr:T-\!;  V  at  "War  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  neces'-ai }  to  follow  the  Plon.  Gent. 
through  all  his  remarks,  but  he  must  repeat  the 
observation  he  had  before  made  on  the  clause 
alluded  to  by  the  Hon.  Gent.  If  this  was  a 
moment  of  exigency,  a  strong  and  well-consti- 
tuted militia  Vv-as  necessary,  as  the  Hon.  Gent, 
had  allcvtcd.  He  was  sure  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion would  not  be  considered  as  improper:  ai> 
the  vacancies  might  not  be  filled  with  qualified 
men  in  time,  therefore  it  was  necessary  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  should  have  a  power,  which 
this  clause  grants  to  him,  to  complete  the 
r. umbers  as  early  as  possible.     The  alteratioii 
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which  the  Hon.  Gent,  wished  in  the  militia 
law,  so  as  to  enable  the  militia  to  enlist  men 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  could  not  be  carried 
into  execution  on  account  of  colonial  service. 
There  was  a  material  difference  between  the 
arrangements  of  our  military  force,  and  that 
on  the  continent ;  therefore  the  principle  the 
Hon.  Gent,  had  suggested  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  He  said  it  was  his  intention 
to  move  a  proviso  to  the  clause,  that  if  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  could  not  fill  the  vacancies 
with  qualified  men  within  two  months,  half- 
pay  officers  should  not  be  advanced  to  a 
higher  rank  in  the  militia  than  a  captain  ;  this, 
he  said,  would  satisfy  the  Gentlemen  v/ho  had 
opposed  tin  clause  in  question. 

HOUbE   OF   COMMONS. 

•      Widay,  Mar.  z^.—fSee  MImitcj,  p.  509.) 

[James  trotter.]— Lord  Euston  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  James  Trotter,  who  had 
surrendered  himself  a  few  days  ago,  on  a 
charge  of  not  having  attended  as  a  witness  on 
the  Dunfermline  committee,  he  having  been 
summoned  for  that  purpose.  The  petition 
cxpx-essed  his  contrition  for  the  offence  he  had 
committed,  and  prayed  the  indulgence  of  the 
House. — Lord  Euston  then  moved,  "  That  he 
*'  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  on  Mon- 
*'  day,  and  discharged."— On  the  question  be- 
ing put, 

Mr.  TiERNEY  rose,  and  said  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  punish  the  offence  this  man 
stood  charged  with  :  it  had  been  stated  that 
ihis  person  had  wilfully  secreted  himself,  in 
order  to  perplex  the  business  of  the  commit- 
tee.- and  injure  the  Member,  for  whom  his  evi- 
dence would  have  been  of  considerable  ser- 
vice. He  could  not  help  expressing  his  ut- 
most detestation  of  this  offence,  which  he 
considered  of  the  very  AvorL,t  kind,  and,  it 
possible,  exceeded  in  wickedness  the  crime  of 
perjury,  as  his  evidence  might  be  very  ma- 
terial to  the  support  of  the  case  ;  therefore 
there  was  no  calculating  how  far  a  Member 
might  be  injured  by  this  vile  ofFcnce.  On 
these  grounds,  he  should  move  that  James 
Trotter  be  committed  to  Newgate  for  six 
ponths. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  Hon.  Gent,  should  only  negative  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  expresses  the  discharge 
of  James  Trotter,  and  that  when  he  was 
brought  up  on  Monday,  the  Hon.  Gent,  might 
then  make  his  motion. 

Mr.  Strange  said,  he  thought  that  a  severe 
punishment  should  not  be  inflicted  on  any  per- 
son from  the  bare  report  of  an  unsuccessful 
Mt;mber. 

The  Speaker  mentioned  a  case,  which  he 
thought  had  a  near  application  to  the  one  be- 


fore the  House.  He  then  read  it,  but  it  was 
considered  as  not  sufficiently  close  to  govern 
the  question. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  postpone  any 
further  steps,  till  the  House  was  better  pre- 
pared to  dibcus^i  the  merits  of  the  question. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  he  thought  some 
reason  ought  to  be  stated  before  the  Hon. 
Gent.  (Mr.  Tierney)  could  bring  forward  this 
motion. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  it  was  his 
wish  that  the  House  v,'Ould  agree  to  postpone 
the  discussion  of  this  question  to  a  future  pe- 
riod, in  order  to  guard  against  inroads  on  the 
privileges  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bragg E  thought  it  %vould  be  better  to 
withdraw  the  morion  ;  then  time  would  be 
given  to  consider  the  case. 

Mr.  Tierney  read  a  case,  which,  he  said, 
he  thought  went  to  support  his  motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  could  not  but  ex- 
press his  surprise  that  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr. 
Tierney)  should  have  said  that  Trotter,  the 
prisoner,  had  been  convicted  of  his  offence. 
This,  he  observed,  could  not  be  the  case ; 
the  man  had  not  been  heard  in  his  defence, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  convicted.  And 
nov/  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  the  prisoner 
could  only  be  heard  in  palliation  of  his  offence, 
and  not  in  justification,  as  he  had  acknowledged 
his  crime. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  J.^Tnes 
Trotter  should  be  brought  to  the  bar  on  Mon- 
day next.  (The  words,  "  and  discharged/* 
were  left  out.) — Ordered. 


house  of  lords. 

Monday,  Mar.  zZ. — (See  Minutei,p.  510.) 

[Irish  chalking  bill.J — Lord  E::-le?t- 
borough  called  to  the  recollection  of  the 
House  generally,  what  had  transpired  relative: 
to  the  Irish  chalking  bill,  the  further  consi- 
deration of  which  was,  by  their  Lordships* 
order,  deferred  till  after  the  ensuing  recess. 
He  then  held  a  bill  in  his  hand,  which  he  ^va3 
about  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House:  this  (so  we  inider stood  his  Lordship5 
would  tend,  in  a  great  degree,  to  render  the 
measure  he  alluded  to  unnecessary.  It  would 
go,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  assimilate  and  I'en- 
der  uniform  some  very  important  parts  of  the 
criminal  code  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and 
also  to  introduce  some  amendments  to  certain 
parts  of  the  existing  criminal  liv.'s,  which 
were  universally  allowed  to  be  greatly  want- 
ing.   The  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  took  up 
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that  part  of  his  subject  first  which  was  more 
particularly  connected  with  the  measure,  the 
disciissior.s  on   which  seemed  to  give  ri.^e  to 
the   present    bill,  namely,    the  Irish  chalking 
act.     The  apparent   inaccuracies  in  that   bill 
were  done  away  in  the  lelevant  parts  of  tlie 
bill  he'was  about  to  pro\}03c ;  the  t-pirit  (?f  its 
provisions  was  consolidated,    and  given  in  a 
more  correct   and   technical  form.     He  then 
adverted   to  the  provisions   of   the  Coventry  ! 
act,,   to  render   which   eflectual,    it    was   nc-  j 
cessary  that   a    "  lying   in    wait"    should   be  I 
prt)vtd  ;  and  he  also  noticed  the  existing  legal  ! 
distinctions  in  this  country  between  assaults  j 
with  intent  to  rob,  and  those  made  with  in-  j 
tent  to  murder,   the  latttr  of   ivhich,  it  ap-  j 
peared  at  present,  amounted  only  to  a  misde-  j 
meanour:  there  were  provisions  in  the  bill  to 
amend  those  parts  of  the  existing  law,  and  to 
render  both   offences  a  fclor.y.     With    a  re- 
ference to  the  pi-ovisions  of  the  Coventry  act, 
o:c.  the  bill  went  generally  to  enact  maiming, 
wounding,  disfiguring,    &c.   any   of   his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  any  part   of  the  body,    a 
capital  felony.     The  bill  which   he  now  pro- 
poset!  took  into  its  purview  other  parts  of  the 
criminal  code,  where  amendment  was  held  to 
be  highly  necessary.     His  Lordship  proceeded  1 
to  state  the  leading  provisions ;    particularly 
that  which  rerders  the  administering  any  me-  | 
diciiie,  drug.  Sec.  to  procure  the  abortion  of 
a  child,  a  capital  offence.     The  bill  went  also 
to  provide  some  amendments  in   the  existing 
laws,  as  relative  to  child-murder.     In  effect- 
ing these,  it  was  necessary,  in  some  degree, 
to  repeal  the  statute  of  James  I.  a  satisfactory 
application   of  which  had  in   many  instances 
been  found  difficult  by  the  Judges.     In  this 
view    of   the    act   referred    to,    his   Lordship 
seemed  particularly  to  allude  to  that  part  of 
the  statute,  which   makes  the  fact  of  hiding 
the   body  evidence   against  the  mother;   but 
this  act,  in  the  proposed  bill,  was  afterwards 
in   spirit  re-enacted,  but   with   the  qualifying 
provision,  that  there  should  be  probable  evi- 
dence  of  the   child's  being  born  alive.     I'he 
bill  contained  provisions  for  amending,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  lav.'s  relative  to  the  heinous 
offence  of  arjon,  which  his  Lordship  generally 
iiiddown;  and,  on  this  part  of  his  subject, 
finally  observed,  that,    as  the  law    stood,  to 
burn  one's'house  with   intent  to  defraud  the 
Tmderwriters,  was  only  a  misdemeanour,  but 
which,  we  understood  the  Learned  Lord,  was, 
by   the   presenl  bill,  proposed   to  be  made  a 
capital  offence.     There  were  other  legislative 
provisions  enacted  in  the  bill,  under  the  gene- 
ral principle  he  had  stated  in  the  outset  of  his 
address,  tending  to  render  certain  parts  of  the 
criminal   code   cf  both   parts   oi   the  United 
Kingdom  regular  and  uniform,  and  amending 
particuhr  parts  of  the   existing  criminal  law; 
such  as  extending  the  operations  cH  the  black 
act  to  Ireland,  &c.   His  Lordship  ccncluded  by 
observing,    th.v   the   bill   he    now'  submitted 
would,  in  a  g:-':;-t  degree,  supersede   the  ne- 


cessity of  that  which  he  had  occasion  at  first 
to  allude  to.  He  would  propose,  in  the  first 
instance,  that  the  bill  should  be  now  read  a 
first  time  ;  after  which  it  would  lie  over  for 
further  coi:sidcratiou.  Having  moved  ac- 
cordingly. 

Lord  Auckland  observed,  that  the  House 
and  the  country  were  undoubtedly  under  an 
higii  obligation  to  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord, 
for  coming  forward  so  laudably  as  he  h^d 
done.  There  was  no  person  in  the  kingdom 
fitter,  perhaps  not  one  so  fit,  for  the  task  he 
had  undertaken  ;  and  he  doubted  not  but  the 
bill  would  prove  a  considerable  emendation  of 
the  crir.iinal  law  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Whilst  he  was  on  his  legs,  he  wished  to  make 
one  ii'.rther  observation :  -v^ith  respect  to  what 
he  had  said  when  a  part  of  the  present  subject 
was  under  discussion,  he  was  misunderstaod, 
when  he  was  conceived  to  say,  that  the  cri- 
minal laws  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ge- 
neniily  speaking,  should  be  assimilated.  He 
certainly  could  mean  no  such  thing ;  as  it  was 
well  known,  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  se- 
veral Peers  present,  that  there  existed  such  a 
difference  betv/een  the  habits,  manners,  &ic. 
of  certain  classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  both 
countries,  as  to  render  different  legislative  re- 
gulations indispensably  necessary.  He  ap- 
proved of  the  course  suggested  to  be  taken  by 
the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  respecting  the 
bill  he  had  brought  in,  and  also  with  regard 
to  its  effects  with  respect  to  the  other  bill  al- 
luded to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and,  as 
we  could  collect,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Mo)uhy,  Mnr.  28. — (See  Minutes,  p.  510.) 

[jAMts  TROTTER. J  —  On  the  motion  cf 
Lord  EusTON,  the  order  of  the  day  was  read 
for  bringing  James  Trotter  to  the  bar  of  the 
House,  who  had  wilfully  absented  himself 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  try  the  me- 
rits of  the  Dunfermline  election. 

The  Spr  AKER  said,  before  he  put  the  ques- 
tion, he  thought  it  his  duty  to  infarm  the 
House,  that  the  prisoner  was  to  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  House  by  the  Serjeant  at  Arms, 
who  is  to  stand  there  with  the  mace,  anel  that 
no  Gent,  could  put  any  question  to  the 
prisoner,  but  through  the  medium  of  the 
Chair.  It  was  therefore  necessary  for  those 
Gent,  who  had  any  intention  to  question 
the  prisoner,  to  furnish  him  with  the  ques- 
tions they  wished  to  be  put  to  him,  as  he  did 
not  mean  to  put  any  question  to  him  on  his 
ov.'H  account,  having  no  authority  to  do  so. 

The  Chancellor  o'^the  Exchequer  said, 
\.\.xi  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Tiirney)  should  state; 
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the  points  on  whici)  he  meant  to  rc?t  his  mo- j  committee's  warrant  on  th(!  loth  of  the  same 
tion ;  at  present    there  was   not  suilicicnt  be-  '  >  ■<  -        -  


fore  the  Mouse  to  warrant  a  punishnicnt  rqu:tl 
to  that  which  was  moved  tor  on  a  fonncr 
evening. 

Mr.  TiernpV.  said,  lie  had  no  intention  to 
put  any  question  to  the  prisoner  tluout'Ji  tlic 
meihum  of  tiie  Chair;  all  he  meant  to  propose 
^vas,  that  James  Trotter  may  be  heard  in  his 
defence. 

The  Sfeaker  then  addressed  the  prisoner: 
*'  James  1  rotter,  a  select  commince  of  this 
House,  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
DunfernUine  election,  liave  reported  tliat  you 
^\erc-  summoned  by  tlie  vSpeaker's  warrant  to 
attend  thf  said  committee,  and  afterwards  by 
an  order  from  tlie  comn\itiee,  both  whicli  you 
have  wilfully  neglected  to  obey.  What  liave 
you  got  to  say  in  your  dcience  f 

His  defence  was  ordered  to  be  taken  down 
in  writirig;  it  ^^  as  accordingly  done,  and  read 
by  the  clerk,  which  is  as  follows  :  *'  I'hat  lie 
\vas  not  at  liome  for  ten  days  previous  to  t!ie 
time  the  first  summons  w;is  lett  with  his  fa- 
mily, and  wlien  a  second  notice  was  left  at  liis 
house,  his  wife  did  not  inform  turn  of  it ;  he 
therefore  left  his  dwelling,  ignorant  of  his  hav- 
ing been  served  with  a  second  summons ;  and 
he  added,  that  he  was  extremely  sorry  for  tlie 


month,  and  the  prisoner  never  made  his  ap- 
pearance till  the  21st  of  Marcii.  It  was  his 
wish  that  the  minutes  should  be  laid  befoie  the 
House,  and  then  Gent,  would  better  judge 
of  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  W.  DuNDAS  said,  lie  could  not  agree 
uith  the  desire  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  in  havin<.; 
tlu-  minutes  of  the  committee  laid  before  the 
House,  as  it  wascontraiy  to  custom,  and  would 
opeiate  as  a  bad  precedent. 

The  SprAKFR  snid  tlicre  was  nothing  im- 
proper in  reading  the  minutes  iiientioned  by 
the  Hon.  Member. 

Mr.  Bragg K  observed,  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  minutes  would  be  highly  imp'oper, 
and  that  cxtracis  from  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  committee  had  nothing  to  do  v\ith  the 
present  question.  The  prisoner  was  placed 
before  the  House  as  a  person  guilty  of  an  of- 
fence, and  theref(Me  there  was  not  anv  reason 
again  to  prove  his  guilt ;  liiat  hzid  already  been 
done. 

Mr.  TiERNEr  said,  he  surely  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  read  the  minutes  as  a  part  of  his 
speech.  It  was  his  wish  that  the  minutes  should 
be  read,  in  order  to  form  a  proper  judgment 
of  the  case  now  before  the  House.     He  found 


offence  he  had  committed,  and  uould  have  ;  great  difficulty  in  his  present  situaiioit  to  please 
come  up  to  London  at  his  own  expense,  if  he  several  Hon.  Gent,  as  to  his  manner  ot  ad- 
had  known  the  dangerous  consetpiences  in  not  j  dressing  tlie  House  on  this  question.  He  again 
attending  to  the  summons."  !  reverted    to   the   case   of   Alexander  Morris, 

I  which  lie  consideied  a  case  in   point;  and  tfie 

The  prisoner  was  then  taken  from  the  bar  '  pnnisiiment  the  House  had  inflicted  on  liim, 
by  order  of  the  Speaker.  as  an  example  toothers,  evinced  much  wis- 

I  doni.     T  hat  tliis  man   now   before   the   House 

Lord  EusTON  said,  he  understood  ir  was  '  had  wilfully  neglected  to  attend  the  coir.mit- 
the  custom  of  the  House,  for  any  person  placet!  '  tee,  was  beyond  all  doubt:  he  heard  what  lie 
in  the  situation  of  the  prisoner,  to  be  calfjd  to  was  about  to  say  from  good  authority,  that  a 
the  bar  on  the  motion  of  a  Member,  to  receive  '  witness  for  Sir  John  Hendersoti_  was  ready  to 
a  severe  repiimand  for  his  offence,  and  then  prove,  that  the  prisoner  xvas  "ftered  500/.  to 
discharged  on  paying  his  fees. 


The  Speaker  said,  the  question  now  before 
the  House  was,  whether  Janits  TroUer  slioidd 
be  discharged  on  paying  his  fees. 

Mr.  TiERNEY  said,  he  could  not  help  ob- 
serving, that  the  punishment  I'rotter  had  al- 
ready received  uas  l.iy  no  means  adequate  to 
the  offence.  Tliere  u  as  a  simila:  case  on  the 
records  of  the  House,  which  stated  iliat  Alex- 
ander Morris,  in  the  ye.ir  1796,  had  wilfully 
neglected  to  attend  a  committee  agreeably  to 
the  summons  he  received  for  that  purp^;se  ;  in 
con.iequence  of  which  lie  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody and  brought  to  the  bar,  and  the  House  I  some  punishment  on  the  prisoner  as  an  example 
committed  him  to  Newgate  for  the  offence.  .  to  otliers. 
He  could   not   but  think  this  a  case  in   point 


keep  out  of  the  way.  This  olfence  was  too 
gross  to  pass  unpunished;  he  therefore  should 
move,  «'  Ihat  j  nines  Trotter  be  sent  to  Newgate 
"  for  six  months." 

Mr.  SHERinAN  said,  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  necessary  to  offer  any  additional  proofs 
of  the  prisoner's  guile:  he  had  acknowledged 
liis  fault,  and  very  candidly  told  the  House, 
that  he  should  have  obeyed  tiic  summons  had 
he  known  the  bad  cnnoequcnce;:.  wiiicli  would 
attend  his  improper  conduct  ;  this,  he  said, 
was  the  common  language  of  persons  who  have 
:  been  made  sensible  of  the  ofience  they  liave 
committed.     It   was   nov.-   necessary   uj  inflict 


James  Trotter  had  evidently  concealed  him- 
self from  the  committee;  for  if  Gent,  would 
observe,  the  Speaker's  warrant  was  dated 
on  tlie  3d  of  Fcbruarv,  the  Chairman  of  tlie 


The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  said, 
it  uas  liis  wish  that  tlie  liosise  should  act  with 
moderati(.in  ;  and,  on  a  co(<l  c<msidcr;ition  of 
tlie    case,   he   had    no  doubt   but    the   House 
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would  treat  the  prisoner  with  lenity,  notwith- 
stancing  the  Hon    Gent,  opposite  to  liim  li.ul 
}i:iinted  tlic  prisoner's  conduct  in  tlie  blackest 
colours.'    He  was  ready   to  ackn(n\led_:;e  that 
the  prisoner  had  done  wrong,  and  he  v\a3  glad 
to  s>ee  liiat  the  House  was  determined  to  })unisli 
jicrsons  guilty  of  any  oflcncc   that  went  to  in- 
jure any  of  its  Meu'ib  r.->.     iiui  before  ;,  unisii- 
incnt  was  indicted,  it  uas  proper  to  be  master 
ot    (he  case:    he    said,    tlic    Speaker's   \'.'ariant 
was  daicd  on  the  id  of  Fef.iuary,    and  liie  f>n- 
soncr    rccened    ir    on    the    7'li    of    ih.e    same 
month;   and,    by   the    purport  td"  tlic  warrant, 
]ie  was  ordered  to  niakc  his  app'/aratice  on  the 
■lollov\ing  day,  tlie  Sih,  at  the  House  ot   Coni- 
111. ais,  a  distance  of  400  miles.     Ii\\asinine- 
cessary  to  make  an  excuse   h.r  liis  iiot  being  in 
London  at  tlie  time  mt-ntioned  in  tl:e  \v  arrant, 
as  the  distance   was  bewonJ    human  pcucr  to 
accomplish.     The  puor  man,   wh-.i  kne^v   no- 
thing   of  the   natutf  of  a   Speaker's   warrant, 
•tiiou^ht,   as  iie  coidd   be  in  l.orKion  in  a  short 
time,   it  was  if  no  constqutr,ce,  consequently  j 
left  his  hoir^e  on  business,  whic!;  h.as  occj>ior.- 
ed  liim  to  incur  the  liibplcasure  c)t  ih.e  House. 
The  case  whicii   lutd  been   mentioned  by  th.e  ! 
Hon.    Gent,  was  a    very  diiTer  ::t  one  :    Alex- 
ander Morris  wa>  acquain'ed  uith    the-   n!!U:rc 
of  tiie  offence,  and  it   was  cleailv  pioved  tfiat  ' 
Jic  wilfidly  neglected  to  attend  tlie  c<ni\mittee,  I 
for  which'oilonce  he  \^as  very  pioperly  sent  tu  I 
Newcnte.     But  this  poor  man  resides  in  a  part  ; 
of  the  country  where  he  had  no  opportunity  j 
of  learning  the  nature  of  tiie  warrant,  as  be-  ! 
ing  of  retired  habits,  he  did  not  suppose  it  of  1 
.any  consequence,  particularly  when  he  found  | 
-1:. impossible  to  C(/mp]y  with   th.e   mearuiigof 
.its. letter  in  so  short  a  time.     He  h.oped  the 
House  would  take  into  consideration  the  sim- 
'plicity  of  Ihe  rnan,  his  fam.ily,  and   situation 
in  life',  as  e\ery  day'o  coniin-ement   in  London 
Mould  injure  him  much,  as  this  was  a  time  of 
■year  his   services  were  required  G!i   his  farm. 
He  thought  this  was  a  case  vriiere  indulgence 
might  be  granted,  as  the  object   before  them 
vas  a  poor,  ignoraiii.  man,  who  did  iiot  know 
the  meaning  of  the  warrant. 

Mr.  W.  DuNDAs  recomincnded  to  the  House 
to  be  merciful  rather  than  severe  with  tlie  ])ri- 
soDcr,  w  ho  had  said  in  his  defence,  that  he 
did  not  know  the  consecptencs  of  not  attend- 
ing to  the  order  of  the  House:  this  arose 
fiom  his  ignorance  in  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  warrant,  and  for  this 
offence  the  Hon.  Gent,  opposite  to  him  would 
wish  to  send  the  prisoner  to  Newgate  for  six 
months.  He  could  not  but  think  the  Hon. 
Gent,  wished  to  push  his  principles  of  jtistice 
too  far.  The  poor  man  had  been  brought  up 
from  his  farm,  and  locked  up  at  the  top  of 
this  House;  yet  Shuttlcworth,  who  had  been 
guilty  of  gross  prevarication,  was  discharged. 
He  thought  his  olfeiice  deserved  the  most  se- 
vere castigation  -,  but  1'.':  found  Gent,  had 
now  shewn  a  dilTerence  of  opinion,  and  the 
prisoner,  whose  ignorance  had  occasioned  his 


guilt,  was  to  be  sent  to  prison,  while  a  confi- 
dant, a  false  witness,  who  had  insulted  the 
committee  by  his  gross  prevarications,  had 
only  received  a  reprimand  from  the  House. 
This  did  not  accord  with  his  sentiments,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  shew  every  indul- 
gence'in  their  power  to  the  prisoner. 

Lord  Dun  LOW  said,-  the  question  before 
the  House  is,  what  punishment  ought  to  be 
inflicted  on  a  man  who  had  comtnitted  such 
an  ofFencc.  It  v.as  certam.iy  an  important 
question,  and  deserved  much  consideration  : 
but  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  pre- 
sent case,  he  thought  a  sufficient  punish- 
ment had  been  infjicted  to  prevent  a  rep*::- 
tition  of  the  offence.  The  case,  he  said,  was 
very  different  Avith  respect  to  Morris:  it  was 
clearly  proved  that  he  knew  the  nature  of  his- 
offence,  and  tiierefore  he  added  insult  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  by  setting  its  order  and 
laws  at  defiance.  But  he  thought  the  case  of 
a  Mr.  Sirick  applied  more  than  the  one  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Tierney,  where  a  contested 
election  had  been  determined  by  a  committee, 
without  the  evidence  of  Sirick,  who  had  kept 
out  of  the  way,  consequently  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners was  precluded  from  having  the  benefit 
of  his  evidence :  this  case  he  thought  similai- 
to  the  one  before  the  House,  and  the  records 
would  shew  that  Sirick  was  not  sent  to  New- 
gate for  the  cfFence,  but  kept  in  custody  a 
short  time,  then  censured,  and  discharged. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  he  was  astonished  that  any 
Member  in  that  House  would  sanction  the 
motion  made  by  the  Noble  Lord,_  as  it  w-as 
necessary  to  punish  offenders  of  this  descrip- 
tion, for  the  support  of  election  laws,  and 
the  dignity  of  the  House.  Tlie  crime  of  per- 
juiy  was  not  worse  than  the  offence  now 
the  Eubiect  of  debate,  and  Gent,  might  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  be  granted  to 
offenders,  and  say  that  there  is  no  precedent 
for  the  motion  :  he  would  ask  if  tiie  House  of 
Commons  could  not  punish  the  'offence  now 
complained  of?  The  prisoner  had  said,  he 
knew  no  dangerous  consequences  that  would 
f)l!ow  his  conduct,  but  he  ought  to  know^ 
for  ;!ie  example  of  others;  and  unless  it  is  se- 
verely jjunished,  a  party  may  in  future_  send 
witnesses  at  any  time  out  of  the  way,  till  the 
business  of  a  contested  election  is  over,  and 
be  able  to  calculate  the  exact  expense  of  keep- 
ing the  witness  iu  confinement ;  and  a  person, 
c.i-T-eless  as  to  the  light  punishment  that  will 
accompany  his  crime,  in  the  course  of  a 
week  or  two  be  able  to  return  to  his  friends, 
with  an  ample  compensation  for  being  locked 
up  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  appeared 
upon  the  face  of  the  report,  that  the  infa- 
mous conduct  of  the  prisoner  is  beyond  all 
doubt,  whether  the  minutes  are  read  or  not ; 
and  he  believed  thst  the  subpoenas  of  that 
House  were  similar  to  the  subpoenas  of  the 
courts  of  lawj  and  iherefoie  some  Ueavy  pe- 
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nalty  ought  to  attend  those  persons  who  neg- 
lect to  obey  them. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchkquer  said, 
he  confessed  that  he  felt  conKider;i'-)le  anxiety 
upon  this  subject.  He  certainly  was  not  dia- 
posed  to  procci.'d  with  any  deintc  of  severity 
or  rigour  beyord  what  the  occasion  called 
for ;  hut  he  also  felt  the  necessity  of  preserv- 
ing the  authority  of  the  House ;  and  he  also 
felt  what  was  due  to  a  committee  such  as  the 
present;  and  when  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee recommended  a  proceeding,  it  certainly 
came  with  great  weiglit.  If  any  doubt  was 
entertained  with  regard  to  the  punishment  to 
be  ii^Hicttd  upon  this  man,  the  lear.ing  of  his 
mind  would  be  to  adept  the  opinion  of  those 
who  had  ample  means  of  judging  upon  the 
subject.  But  as  the  Ilouse  m'ght  have  the 
same  means  of  judging,  all  he  asked  was, 
that  Gent,  vv'ould  suspend  their  opinion  till 
they  were  in  possession  of  all  the  materials 
upon  which  they  might  form  their  judgment. 
He  confessed,  that  when  this  subject  was  first 
brought  forward,  he  was  astonished  that  a 
proposition  of  this  kind  had  not  been  made. 
If  he  could  not  have  access  to  such  materials, 
he  should  certainly  accede  to  the  proposition 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee ;  but 
he  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  proceedings 
of  that  House  in  cases  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  similar  to  the  present.  In  the  case  of 
Alex.  Morris  he  was  committed  to  Newgate, 
but  there  was  certainly  some  degree  of  dif- 
ference between  that  care  and  the  present ;  he 
had  not  acknowledged  his  offence,  besides,  he 
was  residing  in  this  town,  and  had  not  under- 
gone the  degree  of  punishment  which  ha 
been  already  inflicted  upon  the  prisoner  in  the 
present  instance.  But  though  these  considera- 
tions might  operate  upon  the  compassion  of 
the  House,  it  should  be  recollected  that  they 
would  not  appear  upon  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  and  therefore  could  not  operate  in 
point  of  example  in  future  times.  With  re- 
gard to  the  case  of  Sirick,  it  u.ndoubtedly 
was  not  in  point ;  he  pleaded  ignorance  of  the 
crime,  the  present  prisoner  pleaded  ignorance 
of  the  consequences.  He  at  present  only 
wished  to  ask  the  House  to  pause  before  they 
inflicted  their  judgment.  He  should  therefore 
propose  to  get  rid  of  the  present  motion, 
either  by  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
by  negativing  it,  or,  what  would  be  much 
more  agreeable  to  him,  by  the  Noble  I-ord's 
consenting  to  withdraw  it.  If  the  Noble 
Lord  should  consent  to  withdraw  it,  he  would 
be  aware  that  he  would  be  at  liberty  to  bring 
it  forv^'ard,  if  he  thought  proper,  on  another 
occasion. 

JVIr.  Rose  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  this 
question  could  be  as  well  decided  by  the 
House  as  by  the  committee.  He  wished  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  knew  nothing  of  this  case  but 
what  Jie  had  heard  in  that  lipuse.     He  had 
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always  understood  it  to  be  a  fundamet  tal  rule 
of  justice,  that  a  person  should  not  bem  lit  by 
keeping  witnesses  out  of  the  way.  It  had 
been  stated,  that  pevjury  was  a  grerter  crime 
than  the  one  for  which  this  mail  was  now  to 
be  punish(i;d  ;  undoubtedly,  morally  speaking, 
it  was  a  more  enormous  offence  than  that  of 
a  v/itncss  wilfully  absenting  himself.  But  he 
believed  that  it  very  seldom  happened  that  a 
man  either  served  himself  or  his  i.iarty  by  per- 
jury, because,  when  he  came  into  court,  it 
was  almost  always  possible  either  to  extract 
the  truth,  or  else  to  detect  him  in  his  false- 
hood ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  or  to 
guard  against  the  consequences  of  a  witness 
being  kept  out  of  the  way.  It  had  been  sta,:ed^ 
by  a  Noble  Lord  (Dunlow),  tliat  there  was  a 
case  in  point  in  which  the  person  had  been 
dismissed  with  a  reprimand ;  but  if  this  man 
was  dismissed  witli  such  a  punishment,  and 
with  an  expense,  perhaps,  of  5c/.  it  would 
really  be  an  encouragement  to  others  to  com- 
mit; the  same  offence.  He  was  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  calling  this  m.an  to  the  bar,  and 
reprimanding  him,  would  by  no  means  be  a 
sufBcicnt  punishment.  It  had  been  urged  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  that  the  courts  of 
law  were  armed  with  powers  to  punish  wit- 
nesses who  did  not  attend;  but  he  had  long 
thought  it  a  great  defect  in  our  laws,  that  the 
courts  of  law  had  not  powers  sufficient  for 
that  purpose.  He  had  had  opportunities,  as 
a  grand  juryman,  of  seeing,  that  if  a  witness, 
whose  name  was  on  the  back  of  the  bill,  did 
not  attend,  the  only  punishment  was,  that  he 
forfeited  his  recognizance  ;  therefore,  if  a  per- 
son was  rash  enough  to  keep  a  witness  out  of 
the  way,  the  ends  of  justice  might  be  de- 
feated. This  was  not  an  opinion  now  taken 
up  for  the  first  time  ;  he  did  not  wish  to  pu- 
nish this  man  more  than  was  necessary  to  de- 
ter others  from  com.mitting  similar  offences, 
but  he  really  thouglit  a  reprimand  at  the  bar 
would  not  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Geo.  Vansittart  said,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  was  ■  resolved 
upon,  before  this  man  had  been  heard  in  hi* 
defence  ;  but  that  defence  was  so  inconsistent 
and  evasive,  that  there,  would  be  an  end  of 
the  authority  of  that  House  if  he  did  not  un- 
dergo a  further  punishment. 

Lord  EusTON  said,  he  had  not  stated  that 
he  made  the  motion  at  the  desire  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  he  distinctly  stated  that  he  had  com- 
municated with  several  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  T.  Grenville  said,  he  hoped  the  No- 
ble Lord  would  not  press  the  motion,  but 
that  he  would  adopt  the  advice  given  by  the 
Rt.  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  thereby  relieve  the  House  from  the  diffi- 
culty in  wliich  it  was  now  placed.  He  waft 
Crraiy  convinced,  that  if  the  present  naotiioa 
^  *Hk 
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1^'as  adopted,  all  hope  of  purity  of  election 
would  be  at  an  end.  But  that  was  rot  all  ; 
he  was  afraid  of  putting  this  motion  upon  the 
JuuiT.als,  because  then  it  would  appear  to 
posterity,  that  in  a  most  8trious  case,  like  tlie 
present,  the  tirst  question  which  the  House 
considered,  was  merely  whtthtr  the  oficnckr 
should  be  reprimanded,  and  tlien  it  would  be 
urged  as  a  pitcedent  in  all  c;ues  of  a  similar 
nature.  1  he  caje  had  been  so  fully  discusst  d, 
that  he  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  by  making  any  further  observations 
upon  it.  If  any  Gent,  felt  any  doubt 
upon  the  subject,  and  required  any  further 
information,  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
the  m.inutcs  of  the  committ'.'c  being  laid  be- 
fore the  House. 

Lord  EusroN  said,  as  the  House  seemed 
to  be  of  opinion  that  his  motion  ought  to  be 
withdrawn,  he  had  no  objection  to  withdrav/  it. 

When  the  Speaker  put  the  question  for 
withdrawing  the  motion,  several  Members  ob- 
jected to  it,  and  the  discussion  therefore  pro- 
ceeded. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEQj^fFR  said, 
that  the  Noble  Lord  had  relieved  his  mind 
from  one  great  difficulty,  by  stating  that  he 
was  not  instructed  by  the  committee  to  make 
the  rriotion  which  he  had  i^ade  to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived 
without  a  division. 

Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqijer  then 
Jnoved,  that  so  much  of  the  minutes  of  the 
said  committee  as  related  to  the  summoning  of 
James  Trotter  to  appear  its  a  witness,  be  laid 
before  that  House. 

Mr.  TiERNFY  said,  he  did  not  think  that 
Tnotion  went  far  enough  ;  he  thought  if  they 
were  to  call  for  the  minutes  of  the  evidence, 
they  ought  to  have  all  the  evidence  that  re- 
lated to  the  prisoner,  in  order  to  know  whe- 
ther he  waa  or  was  not  an  important  witness  ; 
because  if  they  merely  wanted  to  know  that 
be  had  been  summoned  and  did  not  attend, 
the  House  was  already  in  possession  of  that 
fact  by  the  report  of  the  cominitice. 

The  Hon.  R.  Dundas  said,  that  iftlie  Hon. 
Cent.'s  proposition  was  acceded  to,  he  thought 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  ought  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  so  that  they  miglit  judge  as 
v.eH  U{)un  the  evidence  whicli  was  given  on 
the  one  ^Ide  as  the  other. 

Mr.  TiFRVEV,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
j.jthing  coukl  be  fuither  from  his  intention 
than  to  call  for  the  whole  evidence  that  was 
^ivtii  before  the  ccmmiftee,  or  to  go  at  all 
Lnto  tiic  merits  of  the  decision  of  the  com- 
xui'^iZ'^,  \i  iudi  Lc  was  convinced  was  perfectly 


proper ;  he  only  wished  for  fo  much  of  the 
evidence  as  related  to  the  conduct  of  Mr< 
Trotter. 

The  Chancfllor  of  the  Excheqjjer  said, 
that  if  the  proposition  of  the  Hen.  Gent,  who 
spol^e  last  but  one  v  as  agreed  to,  it  would 
tuid  to  destroy  ail  the  advantages  that  resulted 
from  the  (irenville  act,  and  would  lead  the 
House  to  try  over  again  the  ^^  hole  of  the  case 
which  had  been  decided  by  the  commHtee. 
He  was  disposed  to  iicctde  to  the  proposition 
made  by  the  Hon.  C-eiit.  (Mr.  Ticrnc-y),  cx.- 
cluding,  however,  all  idea  of  going  any  fur- 
ther, or  of  referring  to  any  thing  but  that  v.  hich 
immtdiptdy  conctriitd  thepiisoner:  with  thit 
exception,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  prrduc- 
tion  of  the  further  infoimation  which  the  Hon, 
Gent,  required. 

Mr.  TiKRK'EV  then  proposed  to  amend  the 
motion  of  the  Chnncellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by 
calling  for  such  parts  of  tlie  minutes  of  tlit 
evidence  of  the  said  committee,  as  rel:-vted  to 
the  said  James  Trotter. 

The  motion  being  put  on  the  amendment. 

The  Lord  Adv<^cate  of  Scotland  rose 
to  oppose  the  motion  :  he  contended,  that  the 
House  could  not  nave  punished  this  person  in 
the  maimer  now  proposed,  unless  he  had  ad- 
mitted the  fact  5t  the  bar  of  that  House.  The 
question  was  not  now,  whether  this  man 
should  be  punished  f.-r  disobeying  the  order 
of  that.  House;  but  the  object  of  the  present 
proceeiUng  would  be  to  punish  him  f«)r  an  of- 
fence with  which  he  was  not  charged  by  the 
committee.  It  had  been  said  that  this  man 
had  offered  a  bribe  ;  but  was-  that  3  crime  of 
which  he  was  accused  ?  And  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  ?very  principle  of  justice  to  go  into 
the  examination  of  a  e/ime  with  which  the 
man  had  never  been  accused,  and  against 
which  'Aq  had  never  been  heatd  in  his  defence. 
If  the  committee  had  entertained  any  suspi- 
cions of  the  kind  that  had  now  been  thrown 
out,  they  would  have  asked  leave  to  adjourn 
their  proceedings  till  the  man  could  have  been 
found  and  examined.  Suppose  it  should  he 
stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  evidence,  that 
this  man  did  offer  a  bribe,  would  he  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  into  his  defence  ?  And  it  cer- 
tainly would  be  unjust  to  punish  him  v/ithout 
hearing  what  he  had  to  say  in  his  defence. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  irr-egular  to 
enter  into  an  examinatii-n  of  the  whole  case» 
and  to  examine  witnesses  to  ascertain  his  in- 
nocence :  upon  the  whole,  therefore,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  pioceeding  now  proposed 
could  not  be  listened  to  for  a  moment. 

Lord  Glenbervie  said,  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion,  that  before  the  House  proceeded 
to  pass  any  sentence  upon  the  prisoner,  they 
ouglit  to  be  in  possession  not  otily  of  the  faci 
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of  his  contempt  of  the  order  of  the   House, 
but   they  oi;;;ht  also  to   know  the  det,'ree  of 
guilt  that  was  imputable  to  him.     In  calling 
for  this  further  infoimation,  there   was  cer- 
tainly no  kind  of  imputation  upon  the  com- 
mittee,  hecnuse,    in   apportioning  the  degree 
of  punishment,  it  would  be  necessary  to  as- 
certain  the   different   shades  and    degrees   of 
guilt.     This  was  analogous  to  the  proceedings 
in  courts  of  law  in  cases  of  misdemeanour  ; 
after  a  person  was  convicted,  the  judge,  when 
the   prisoner  was  brought   up   for  judgment, 
read  over  the  whole  of  the  evidence  of  the 
case,  in  order  that  the  court  might  know  whe- 
ther therr  W38  any  circumstance  of  extenua- 
tion or  oi*  aggravation.     He  admitted,  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  have  the  minuteb  of  the 
committee  laid  before  the  House  ;  and  if  thtre 
were   on  the  face  of  these  minutes  any  thing 
which  gave  a  colouring  to  the  conduct  uf  this 
man,    he   could   not,    as   a    Member   of   the 
House,  refuse  his  assent  to  it.     As  to  the  pro- 
priety of  not  bearing  this  matter  in  aggrava- 
tion, he  saw  no  objectior,  to  it,  for  the  whole 
of  it   was   matter  of  aggravation.     Would  it 
not  be  aggravation,  if  it   should  appear  that 
this  man  v. as  agent  to  any  of  the  parties,  or 
connected  with  any  of  the  parties  ?    Most  un- 
doubtedly it  v/ould  be  matter  of  aggravation, 
and  such  as  the  House  ought  to  consider.    All 
that  the  House  knew  at  present  was,  that  he 
was  here  in  the  custody  of  the  ofiicer  of  the 
House,  and  that  his  name  was  James  Trotter; 
that  he  had  been  served  with  the  warrant  of 
the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and  that  he  had 
disobeyed  the   injunctions  of   that   warrant; 
that    a    committee    of    the    House    had    re- 
ported him  to  have  been  wilfully  absent,  and 
tliat  he  confessed  his  guilt :  that  was  all  the 
House  knew  of   him,    and  tlierefore  further 
information   was   necessary,    in   order  to   the 
proper  understanduig  of  the  case  ;  and  if  that 
information  led  to  the  aggravation  of  the  case, 
that  was   not   matter  to  pi  event   'he    House 
»rom  considering  it.     But  although  this  course 
appeared  to  be  just,  yet  he  miist  further  ob- 
.sei  ve,  that  this  was  nt)t  all  which  justice  re- 
quired to  l)e  dune,  for  the  House  must  then 
liear  what  the  prisoner  had  to  say  in  his  own 
behalf.     That  the  House  had  done  already  on 
the   case   as  it  now   stood:  of  course,  if  the 
prisoner  was  to  be  charged  with   something 
mere,  he  ought   to  be    heard  again,  for   that 
was  no  more  than  a  common  rule  of  justice  ; 
and  this  obviated,  perhaps,  the  whole  olv'ec- 
tion   which   had   hitherto  been  stated  against 
tile  course  which  was  now  proposed.     It  was 
true  that  the  prisoner  could  not  call  evidence, 
but  he  must  ad  nit  tiie  truth  of  the  case  exhi- 
bited against  him :  the  House,  however,  would 
hear  him  with   indulgence,  and  give  him  the 
full  benefit  of  whatever  he  could  reasonably 
urge  in  his  own  bclialf,  and  the  moie  so,  be- 
cause he   could  not  oiler  any  evidence;  but 
that  was  a  situation,  however  hard,  it  must 
ha  rteniembered  he  bad  brought  upon  himEdf; 


for  had  he  appeared  in  time,  as  it  was  his 
duty,  he  would  have  avoided  all  this  inconve- 
nience. Upon  the  ground  that  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  House, 
in  order  tliat  it  might  he  fully  accjuainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  case,  which  at  present  it 
was  not,  he  concurred  in  the  motion  now  be*' 
fore  the  House. 

Mr.  Sheridan  explained. — He  did  not  al- 
lude to  the  minutes  of  the  committee  as  mat- 
ter of  aggravation  on  the  general  misconduct 
of  the  prisoner,  but  m.erely  as  it  related  to 
the  wilfulness  of  his  absence,  after  he  was 
served  with  the  Speaker's  warrant  to  attend. 
He  thouglit,  however,  that  the  House  could 
not  sulFer  this  person  to  enter  upon  oath  to 
contradict  what  appeared  against  him  before 
the  committee. 

The  Lord  Advocatf,  of  Scotland  ex- 
plained and  said,  that  all  he  contended  was, 
that  this  was  an  ex  parte  proceeding,  and 
might  possibly  affect  some  persons  who  ought 
not  to  be  affected  by  it :  it  might  in  some  de- 
gree atFect  the  sitting  Member,  to  whose  elec- 
tion this  matter  referred,  and  that,  he  appre- 
hended, would  not  be  regular. 

TheAxTORN-FY  Gfneral  said,  he  could 
not  understand  the  distinction  which  some 
Gent,  seemed  to  take  in  this  case;  that 
they  would  not  receive  any  thing  that  went  in 
aggravation  of  punishment,  but  they  would 
receive  that  which  would  aggravate  the  colour 
of  guilt.  Now,  whether  a  man  \vilfully  ab- 
sented himself,  or  was  absent  from  ignorance, 
was  a  (juestion  of  colour  to  the  offence,  and 
to  allow  evidence  of  the  colour  of  the  offence, 
was  allowing  evidence  of  the  aggravation  of 
the  offence  ;  and  he  could  not  see  how  anr 
aggravation  of  guilt  could  be  received  in  evi- 
dence v,-ithout  drawing  rfter  it,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  an  aggravation  of  punishment. 
Whether  the  House  should  think  that  the  pri- 
soner, who  had  once  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining his  conduct  by  evidence,  but  which, 
he  had  lost,  either  by  his  own  negligence  or 
wilfulness,  sliould  now  have  that  opportunity 
restored  to  him,  was  a  consideration  for  the 
House;  p<rhapb  he  was  not  now  entitled  to 
any  such  indr.Igence,  nor  was  it  easy  to  sec 
how  the  forms  of  the  House  would  admit  it, 
supposing  such,  a  thing  was  desirable,  whicfc 
he  wafi  not  saying  it  was ;  this  was  not  the 
time  for  discussing  that  point,  but  he  should 
think  that  if  the  minutes,  after  they  were  laid 
before  the  House,  should  rail  for  a  larger  pu- 
nislunent  than  the  House  sh<5uld  be  dispo?fd 
in  its  justice  to  indict  upon  the  pregcut  state- 
ment of  the  case,  then  he  should  think  t!  e 
matter  deserv-ed  to  be  considered  ;  for  they 
should  not  punish  a  man  for  N\I'.at  he  did  not 
know  the  House  were  going  to  punish  hini, 
but  that  the  Hoube  should  ai  Usst  alhnv  tt>e 
prisoner  to  give  whatever  favourable  colour 
*  II  h  :: 
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he  was  .-^ble  to  any  thing  that  was  objected  to 
him.  That  perhaps  would  be  the  course 
which  the  House  would  adopt  in  this  case. 

The  quertion  was  then  put,  "  That  so  much 
"  of  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  given  before 
"  the  Dunfermline  committee  as  relates  to 
*'  Jp-m.es  Trotter,  be  laid  before  this  House  :" 
which  was  ordered. 


[Salt.]— General  Gascoigne  roceforthe 
purpose,  he  said,  of  moving,  pursuant  to  no- 
tice, for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  equalize  bv 
weight  the  bushel  of  all  salt  imported  into  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called  Ireland. 
He  entered  much  at  large  into  the  history  of 
the  regulation  of  this  article  from  tlie  statute 
of  the  4th  of  Anne,  c.  14,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  and  observed  that  his  object 
was,  m  point  of  fact,  to  lower  the  duty  upon 
l^glish  salt  imported  into  Ireland,  bv  equa- 
ii^mg  the  duty  upon  all  salt  imported  into 
t  lat  country.  That  was  the  effect  of  his  mo- 
tiC-'.  At  present,  all  salt  imported  into  Ire- 
land bore  a  certain  duty  per  bushel  ;  but  there 
was,  however,  an  essential  difference  in  the 
duty  on  the  different  sorts  of  salt  imported 
mto  Ireland,  and  that  difference  arose  from 
tr.e  diftcrence  of  quantity  which  the  bushels 
contaii.ed.  The  salt  which  was  imported  into 
Jrelana  from  Portugal  and  Spain,  which  was 
commonly  called  bay  salt,  contained  ?.j  pounds 
weight  ifl  the  bushel ;  whereas  the  salt  which 
was  imported  from  this  country  into  Ireland 
contained  no  more  than  56  pounds  v  eight  to 
tl  .  bushel,  and  yet  the  duty  was  the  same  on 
both  ;  his  ob,ect  was  to  make  the  duties  erual 
in  each,  and  he  argued  upon  the  policy  of  so 
<!oing.  He  said  it  would  lower  the  pric^  of 
Fiighsh  salt  m  Ireland,  which  was  a  very  great 
object,  and  which  the  people  of  that  country 
would  receive  as  a  great  boon.  He  reminded 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  Encjland 
of  his  promise  to  diminish  the  duty  upon  salt 
soon  after  he  came  into  bffice,  and  observed 
that  It  was  a  promise  which  was  received  witi^ 
great  joy  all  over  the  country  here  and  in  Ire- 
land :  he  maintained  it  was  'politic  to  do  so, 
on  account  of  the  importance  of  this  article 
to  various  branches  of  our  manufactures  and 
trades  in  the  curing  of  provisions.  Sec.  and 
most  particularly  to  the  trade  of  Ireland  ;  and 
he  maintained,  that  if  the  object  of  his  mo- 
tion was  carried  into  effect,  "the  defalcation 
which  It  would  occasion  in  the  revenue  v>'ouId 
rot  be  more  than  1.^,000/.  a  year,  a  sum  v  hich 
the  fertility  of  the  mind  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  too  easily  supply  to 
make  this  an  objection  to  the  molion.  He 
^\as  now  only  asking,  that  British  salt  should 
not  be  made  to  pay  more  on  rts  beini^impoited 
mto  Ireland,  than  Spanish  salt  paid ;  that  we 
shoMl,],  ,n  this  respect,  be  put  on  a  footing 
with  the  most  favoured  nation.  He  main- 
tained that  bay  salt  had  been  consid<;.-cd,  ever 


since  the  act  of  Parliament,  as  white  salt,  and 
there  should  be  no  distinction  in  the  duty  j 
whereas  at  present  the  bushel  of  bay  salt,.^ 
which  contained  84  pounds  weight,  and  which  ~ 
came  from  Spain,  paid  no  more  duty  than  the 
British  salt,  which  contained  only  56  pounds 
weight  in  the  bushel ;  he  wished  to  do  away 
this  distinction,  by  wliich  he  said  much  more 
British  salt  would  be  imported  into  Ireland 
than  there  had  been  of  late ;  and  he  com- 
plained that  this  part  of  our  trade,  particu- 
larly at  Liverpool,  had  greatly  fallen  off  within 
the  las''  three  years.  He  complained  also  of  the 
effec*  of  smuggling.  He  said  thismeasiire  would 
lower  the  price  of  that  article  in  Ireland,  and 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  lower  classes  in 
that  country,  for  they  paid  the  same  duty  on 
that  article  as  the  higl:tr  classes,  and  consumed 
more  in  proportion  to  their  wants,  because 
they  subsisted  more  on  salt  provisions  than 
the  higher  classes.  He  saw  no  reason  for  con- 
tinuing the  present  duty  on  salt  imported  into 
Ireland  to  Spain,  as  a  favour  to  Spain, 
for  Spain  was  no  ally  of  ouis,  and  was  not 
unlikely  soon  to  become  an  enemy,  and,  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  might  fitly 
enough  be  called  our  natural  enemy.  He  ar-^ 
gued  at  some  length  on  the  propriety  of  what 
he  was  about  to  propose,  on  the  rood  effect 
v.hiph  he  said  it  would  produce  to  trade,  both 
in  England  and  Ireland,  which  would  be  much 
more  than  a  balance  for  the  defalcation  it 
would  create  in  the-  revenue.  He  observed, 
that  when  the  last  duty  was  laid  on,  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  lamented 
the  necessity  of  it,  and  had  considered  it 
merely  as  a  y>ar  tax.  He  considered  the  pre- 
sent Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  pledged 
in  some  measure  to  assent  to  the  motion  he 
proposetl,  from  his  former  promise,  and  from 
every  principle  of  policy,  as  well  as  liberality, 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  laboured  under 
some  difficulties  which  this  motion  was  in- 
teiided  to  remove.  He  then  moved,  "  That 
"  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  equalize 
"  by  weight  the  bushel  of  all  salt  imported 
"  i;ito  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called 
"  Ireland." 

The  Speaker  ob.served,  that  as  this  was  a 
matter  relating  to  trade,  it  was  necessary  that 
it  should  be  referred  to  a  commit'tee  of  the 
vv'hole  House,  before  any  further  proceeding 
could  be  had  on  the  motion. — The  aiotion  be- 
ing .seconded, 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  said  motion  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  CoRRY  took  a  very  comprehensive  view 
of  the  subject ;  he  explained  the  regulation  of 
the  statute  of  Queen  Ann,  and  the  distinction 
between  the  bushel  under  that  statute,  which 
contained  only  the  weight  of  56  pounds  of 
salt,  and  that  of  the  Winchester  bushel,  which 
contained  84  pounds  weight,  in  the  reign  of 
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King  Charles  the  vSecond;  and  gave  an  histo- j  but  that  was  not  all )  there  were  no  salt 
ricaf  ac-'junt  of  the  duties  upon  this  article  springs  in  Ireland,  nor  hail  they  there  the 
uritil  they  were  made  perpetu.d,  and  observed,  means  of  manufacturing  salt.  They  were  in- 
that  t;ir,'';  had  been  no  innovation  in  Ireland  1  debted  to  this  country  for  two  very  m;-x>rial 
ut'cn  thu-.  nubiect,  but  it  wa-  impor-cd  there  as  articles,  rock  salt  and  coals;  and,  even  ir  they 
it  was  in  England.  lie  explained  the  whole  1  could  manufacture  the  article,  there  was  much 
custom  in  the  way  of  importing  this  article ;  j  consideration  due  to  the  expense  which  would 
and  observed,  that  in  Ireland  alf  bay  salt  was  !  attend  it  in  ]r<-land  under  its  disadvantages  for 
«.-ntercd  as  white  sait ;  and  it  was  the  same  in  j  freight,  commission,  and  a  great  many  charges 
this  country,  it  paid  nevertheless  duty   only  !  on   the    carriage   of  coals  and   other   articles 


on  84  poiinus  weight  to  the  bushel.  He  ex- 
])!ained  tN.  difference  in  the  disposal  of  this 
aiticle  I  ctween  the  customs  and  the  excise, 
and  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the  Hon. 
Gent,  had  stated,  that  the  export  of  salt  from 
Liverpool  to  Ireland  had  of  late  diminished, 
and  he  seemed  to  wish  to  diminish  the  import- 
ation of  fo;  eign  salt  into  Ireland,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  importa'ion  of  British 
salt  there;  thai  seemed  to  be  'he  object  of  the 
Hon.  Gent,  by  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  :  it  was  to  disco'irage  the  importation 
of  foreign  salt,  for  the  purpose  of  encou- 
raging that  cf  British  manufacture,  for  the 
demand  for  the  one  must  increase  in  propor- 
tion to  the  diminution  of  the  other.  Now, 
iipon  this  subject  he  must  be  permitted  to 
observe,  that  bay  salt  was  not  only  of  a  re- 
markably strong  quality,  but  it  was  such  as 


which  must  be  brought  from  this  country  be- 
fore they  could  manufacture  rock  salt;  so 
that  any  measure  tending  (and  this  measure 
evidently  and  avowedly  tended)  to  diminish 
the  importation  of  bay  or  foreign  sal":  would, 
certainly  be  injurious  to  the  trade  of  Ireland- 
There  had  been  no  complaints  between  the 
Br'tish  and  the  Irish  manufacturers  upon  this 
subject ;  the  trade  had  been  carried  on  w-ith- 
out  any  difficulty  in  this  respect,  and  such 
had  been  the  policy  of  Ireland,  that  they  had 
always  used  much  foreign  salt — they  had  5i!- 
ways  been  obliged  to  prefer  foreign  salt,  be- 
cause, as  he  had  said  already,  the  atticlc  of 
provision  required  it.  Now  it  might  be  said, 
that  to  lower  the  price  of  other  salt,  wou.ld 
not  be  injurious  to  the  manufactures  of  Ire- 
land in  general ;  that  was  a  sentence  wlu'ich 
sounded  well,  but  it  was  not  too  lightly  to  be 


was  indispensable  to  the  provision  trade  of  [assumed;  inconveniencies  might  follow  this, 
Ireland;  and  tiierefore,  as  long  as  the  provi- 
sion trade  of  Ireland  remained  as  at  this  time, 
the  mode  now  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Gent. 
would  not  answer  the  piu'pose  for  which  he 
intended  it :  his  object  was  to  increase  trade  ; 
but  the  mode  pr.  posed  would  diminish  it. 
because  it  would  diminish  the  importation  of 
bay  salt,  and  that  article  was  actual!-:  neces- 
sary in  many  n:anuf,;ctnres,  and  in  the  pro- 
vision trade  it  was  actually  indispensable. 
Bay  salt  was  very  different  in  quality  from 
other  salt ;  it  was  of  a  grain  much  larger,  and 
of  a  quality  much  stronger,  and  less  easily 
dissolved  than  any  other  salt :  it  was  there- 
fore peculiarly  fit  for  packing  in  the  provision 
trade,  and  excellently  adapted  for  provisions 
for  his  Majesty's  navy  and  army  :  it  was  su- 
perior to  any  other  salt  for  curing  provisions 
destined  to  hot  climates,  and  had  therefore 
been  employed  in  the  service  of  this  cotmtry 
in  every  part  of  the  world.  It  was  well  known 
that  Ireland  depended  much  on  its  provif^ion 
trade,  and  this  was  owing  in  some  degree  to 
the  quality  of  the  flesh  of  that  country,  but 
still  more  to  the  quality  of  the  bay  salt  they 
used  in  curing  it ;  and  if  that  salt  wvas  not 
used,  the  quality  of  the  cured  provisions 
would  be  greatly  deteriorated,  which  must 
soon  produce  a  decay  of  trade,  by  which  Ire- 
land would  lose  her  pre-emmence  in  this  par- 
ticular, as  well  as  in  some  other  articles  of 
manufacture,  for  it  would  lose  its  character 
in  the  foreign  market ;  but  he  apprehended  he 
had  stated  enough,  when  he  said  that  the 
provision  trade  of  Ireland  was  essential  to  the 
support  of  his  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies : 


although  they  were  not  obvious  to  every  ane- 
This  might  be  an  inducement  to  manul'ac- 
turt  rs  to  use  the  cheapest  articled  in  curing 
their  provisions,  and  in  other  manufactures, 
and  which  would  not  so  well  answer  the  jnir- 
pose  ;  the  provisions  would  neither  so  •well 
supply  his  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies  as.  they 
formerly  did — a  very  important  cnnsideiMtion 
at  all  times,  and  particularly  at  the  pj.esent 
time,  when  we  ought  to  take  care  not  to  expose 
ourselves  to  any  danger  in  this  respect  in  parti- 
cular ;  nor  would  the  character  of  the  article 
of  provision  be  long  preseiA-ed  in  the  foreign 
market — another  very  important  consideration 
at  any  time,  and  still  more  so  at  this  time, 
when  Ireland  was  successfully  endeavouring 
to  enlarge  its  commerce.  The  Hon.  Gent. 
complained  of  the  diminution  of  exports  from 
this  country  to  Ireland,  and  particularly  in 
the  article  of  salt  from  Liverpool  :  that  might 
be  very  true,  and  he  believed  it  Mas  as  far  as 
the  Hon.  Gent,  took  notice  of  it.  There 
might  be  a  diminution  in  the  exportation 
from  Liverpool  to  Ireland,  but  the  general 
importation  info  Ireland  had  in^creased,  not- 
withstanding it  had  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  diminished  ;  but  that  was  ,a  very  partial 
way,  as  he  conceived,  of  viewinj  ■  the  subject. 
It  should  be  taken'  on  a  fair  average  of  six 
years;  and  if  the  Hon.  Gent,  took  that  view 
of  it,  he  would  find  that  this  trade  had  not 
diminished.  It  was  true,  that  th  e  quantity  of 
provisions  purchased 'from  Irclar>d  for  the  Inst 
two  years,  had  been  less  than  of  hers  upon  an 
average  of  the  last  six  years :  \\  'is  was  partly 
owing  to  the   demands  of  tb^    war   having: 
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ended,  "nd  ccr.?fqueptly  Ic^s  provision  made 
lip  in  Ireland,  and  of  course  less  salt  imported. 
Pork  in  particular,  the  salt  »"or  curing  which 
came  from  Liverpool,  had  been  much  less  de- 
manded for  the  last  three  years  than  in  former 
times  ;  and  so  indeed  had  all  demands  of  late 
for  the  provisions  of  Ireland  into  hot  climater,. 
As  to  the  rock  salt  imported  into  Ireland,  it 
had  been  nearly  the  same  for  some  years.  Bri- 
tish white  salt  had  diminished  considerably, 
and  salt  in  the  last  year  had  diminished  nearly 
one  third;  foreign  salt  had  also  diminished  in 
much  the  same  proportion;  so  that  the  Hon. 
Gent.'s  apprehension  was  not  well  founded, 
that  the  importation  of  foreign  salt  into  Ire- 
I:md  was  the  cause  of  the  diminution  of  that 
of  the  British.  The  diminution  had  been  in 
rot'making  up  the  same  quantity  of  provisions 
for  which  the  British  salt  was  wanted.  But  if 
the  Hon.  Gent,  would  take  the  average  of  six 
years,  he  would  have  the  consolation  to  find 
the  importation  of  salt  into  Ireland  from  Li- 
verpool was  much  increased.  Here  Mr.  Corry 
Ti'ent  over  the  difFerent  impoitations  for  this 
period,  to  justify  his  assertion,  and  main- 
tained there  had  been  no  increase  of  foreign 
importation,  so  as  to  stop  the  demand  for  the 
i^ritish  salt;  the  general  demand  for  the  pro- 
A'ision  trade  had  fallen  ofF  for  the  present  only, 
hut  no  doubt  would  again  revive.  When  all 
these  things  were  considered,  Mr.  Corry  said, 
{he  apprehensions  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  respect- 
ing the  trade  between  these  two  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  would  cease.  When  the 
provision  trade  of  Ireland  sliould  open  again 
(35  it  soon  might),  all  these  apprehensions 
would  be  dispelled,  and  then  there  would  be 
an  end  to  the  disadvantage  which  Ireland  at 
present  laboured  under  by  the  enormous  rate 
of  exchange  which  was  against  it,  and  which 
would  cease  or  diminish  rapidly  when  funds 
■^vere  duly  provided  for  the  payment  of  its 
<lebt.  Upon  a  full  consideration  of  all  these 
things,  he  v>-as  confident  that  the  opulent  and 
respectable  people  of  Liverpool  would  be 
much  too  liberal  to  ccnnplain  of  the  present 
state  of  exp<jrtatinn  of  salt  from  thence  to 
Ireland,  or  to  desire  their  representative  to 
persist  in  the  motion  now  before  th,e  House, 
for  that  ther<;  would  be  no  occasion  to  come 
for  an  act  of  Parliament  upon  the  subject. 
Here  Mr.  Corry  explained  the  schedule  which 
■was  now  be'"ore  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
duties  on  sa;t  imported  into  Iieland,  ami  then 
proceeded  to  observe,  that  the  trade  in  this 
article  had  been  unifcrirdy  carried  on  for  a 
long  time,  without  any  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  mamifactnrers  of  this  country,  or  of 
Ireland.  He  observed,  that  he  had  some  re- 
gniati(nis  in  contem.plation  upon  this  snlvtct, 
and  in  v^'hich.  he  had  no  doubt  the  Hon.  (ient. 
v,-ould  be  able  to  give  him  some  valuable  as- 
sistance ;  but  he  submit/ed,  v/hether  it  v.ould 
not  be  more  wise  or  prudent,  that  no  measure 
should  be  brought  forward  at  present,  init 
that  matters  should  stand  as  they  are,  and 


that  they  shoJild  be  made  matter  of  considera- 
tion next  year,  and  then,  Mr.  Corry  said,  h? 
should  come  to  the  discussion  of  this  im- 
portant rubject,  with  the  Hon.  Gent,  or  any 
other  Hon.  Member  who  should  choose  to 
take  up  the  matter.  Nothing  could  give  him 
greater  satisfaction  than  a  renewed  discussion 
of  duties  in  Ireland,  upon  this  or  any  other 
topic  on  which  he  possessed  any  information, 
re-^jx-cting  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  which  he  had  the  honour  to  act.  With 
respect  to  smuggling  salt  into  Ireland,  of 
v.-hich  the  Han.  Member  seemed  to  be  so  ap- 
prehensive, he  assured  him  there  was  no  pro- 
bability of  it  vvhatever,  because  the  attempt 
offered  no  profit ;  there  was  much  more  pro- 
bability of  that  article  being  smuggled  from 
Ireland  into  this  country,  and  that  was  in  rea- 
lity the  case.  Upon  this  subject,  as  well  as 
others,  he  should  be  happy  to  communicate 
his  ideas  to  the  Hon.  Gent,  and  to  consult 
with  him :  it  was  certainly  a  desirabk  thing 
to  prevent  smuggling  of  salt  from  IreJand  into 
this  country,  a  practice  much  too  prevalent. 
After  making  an  apology  to  the  House  for  de- 
taining it  so  long  on  this  subject,  he  submitted 
the  propriety  of  not  acting  hastily  on  it  ;  for 
which  reason,  and  without  the  slightest  disre- 
spect to  the  Hon.  Gent,  he  should  now  move 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Colonel  Bagwell  said,  that  nothing  af- 
fected the  people  of  Ireland  so  much  a^  the 
duty  on  salt;  and  he  understood,  that  the 
effect  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.'s  (Mr.  Corry) 
statement,  went  to  add  io,qco/.  tg  the  duty, 

Mr.  Cop.-RV  observed,  in    explanation,  that 
his  object  was  to   reduce  the  bushel,  and,  at 
.  the  same  time,  to  reduce  the  duty. 

'  Mr.  Lee  said,  that  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend 
had  given  up  his  schedule  of  Irish  duties  for 
I  this  session,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
i  several  Gentlemen  from  Ireland;  and  he 
I  therefore  thought  it  v.-ould  be  very  unfair  to 
I  take  detached  parts  of  it  at  present  for  the 
I  purpose  of  arguing  upon,  instead  of  post- 
j  poning  the  consideration  of  the  whole  to  the 
I  ensuing  session. 

1      Mr.   WiCKHAM    said,    that   his    Rt.    Hon. 

Friend  (Mr.  Corry)   had   had  no  intention  of 

proposir.g  an  additional  duty  on  salt.     He  was 

J  convinced,  that  no  man  would  wish  to  give  a 

[preference  to  foreign    salt:  the  only  question 

I  was,  what  was  the   best  mieans  of  answering 

the  proposed  end  ?  He  hoped  the  Hon.  Gent. 

i  would  not  press  the  measure  at  present,  as  he 

j  had  not  made  up  his  mind   upon  the  subject, 

and  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  opposing 

such  a  hill  at  present  in  every  stage  of  it. 

General  Gascoigne  obtained  leave  frona 
the  Hou'je  to  v.itWraw  his  motion^ 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
irL'drwsday,  Mar.  30. — (See  Minutes,  p.  sil-) 

[Clergy  non-residence.] — On  the  ques- 
tion for  the  second  reading  of  the  clergy  resi- 
dence bill  bein.^  put, 

Lord  Auckland  rose,  and  shortly  put  it 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Prelate 
near  him,  whether,  for  ihe  sake  of  shurteriing 
the  term  of  the  leading  provision  of  the  bill, 
from  two  or  three  months  to  one,  it  would, 
under  all  the  present  circumstanees,  be  expe- 
dient to  risk  the  fate  of  the  bill,  as  such  an 
amendment  in  a  bill  of  this  peculiar  ilescrip- 
tion  would,  with  a  reference  to  the  constitu- 
tional privileges  of  the  other  Houie,  in  all  pro- 
bability be  fatal  to  it. 

The  Bis  HOP  of  St.  Asaph  rose,  and  entered 
into  the  merits  of  the  subject  at  some  length  ; 
he  argued  that  the  bill  in  question,  as  con- 
nected with  the  general  subject  which  gave 
rise  to  it,  was  one  of  considerable  importance, 
and  as  it  then  presented  itself,  objectionable  in 
a  great  degree.  The  Rev.  Prelate  detailed  the 
leading  provisions,  and  the  t  Ttects  of  the  sta- 
tute of  Hen.  VIII.  from  which  the  clergy,  un- 
der the  present  circumstances,  he  said,  were 
liable  to  considerable  hardships,  and  these 
hardships  not  unfrequently  fell  on  the  most 
conscientious  of  the  clergy:  those  in  a  great 
degree  arose  from  the  state  of  the  parsonage- 
houses  in  different  p,arishes,  many  of  which 
were  not  in  a  habitable  conditiou.  To  remedy 
these,  he  observed  bills  were  from  time  to 
time  sent  up  to  their  Lordsbips  from  the  other 
House  of  ParHament,  and,  in  some  instances 
he  described,  at  a  period  of  the  session  when 
the  merits  of  the  question  could  not  be  fully 
discussed.  His  Lordship  enumerated  the  dates 
of  these  bills,  and  gave  a  history  of  their  pro- 
gress through  both  Plouses.  He  expressed  his 
disapprobation  of  this  mode  of  proceeding. 
The  statute  of  Hen.  VHL  was  one  which  re- 
quired much  aiiicndment ;  but  he  was  adverse 
to  its  operations  being  counteracted  by  peren- 
nial bills  of  suspension.  He  again  lamented 
that  it  should  so  arise  that  the  general  subject 
could  not  have  been  adequately  discussed  ;  it 
came  before  them  at  periods  of  the  session 
when  the  attendance  was  generally  tliin  ;  and 
surely  that  in  question  was  one  of  the  highest 
importance.  If  the  residence  of  the  clergy 
was  connected  with  the  practical  religion  of 
the  country  \  n  the  practical  religion  of  the 
coimtry  was  connected  with  its  morals;  and 
if  the  morals  of  the  people  were  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Legislatre,  then,  unquestion- 
ably, the  subject  in  question  was  out  of  the 
highest  importajice. — f  ^l  ery  of  Heart  'near I) 
• — The  subject  was  one  of  the  most  serious 
nature,  and  which  should  be  deliberately  dis- 
cussed. His  Lordship  alluded  to  the  bill  in 
the  contemplation  of  a  very  learned  civilian,  a  | 
Member  of  the  other  House,  who  had  con- 
sulted the  ReY.  Bench,  gn  the  occasion :  this 


proceeding,  he  observed,  was  against  his  sense : 
he  advised  him  to  bring  in  the  bill  on  his  cf^vn 
ideas,  and  to  trust  to  parliamentary  discussion 
for  the  rest.     The  Rev.  Prelates,  he  observed, 
were,  at  least,  not  ail  equally  well  versed  13 
the  S'la'iute  Book.     He  thought  the  statute  of 
Hen.  VIjI.  should  be  fairly  amended;  but  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  deciding,  were  he  driven 
to  the  alternative  of  either  totally  abrogatiu;; 
j  the  statute  in  question,  or  of  sulFering  it  to 
i  stand  totally  unaltered,  in  i'avour  of  the  Utter. 
i  Much   had  been  s;ud  about  the  necesiity  of 
;  such  bills  originating  in  the  other  House.     He 
i  Haw  no  reason  why  a  bill  to  the  eiitct  to  whicii 
he  had  alluded,  should   not  be  introduced  in 
that  House;  and  he  thought  it  should  be  ge- 
nerally  known,  that  the   Rev.   Pidat-es  were 
not  in  favour  of  the  system  of  going  on  witu 
such  bills  as  the  present  from  year  to  year-. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  also  took  a  view 
of  the  subject  at  some  length.  He  observed, 
that  with  a  reference  to  the  question  regularly 
before  the  House,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
bill  should  not  be  suffered  to  go  to  a  commit- 
tee. He  seemed  to  ai-gue  generally  in  favour 
of  the  bill,  as,  under  the  existing  circumstances 
of  the  case,  a  measure  of  a  desirable  nature. 
He  had,  in  his  judicial  capacity,  while  pre- 
siding in  one  of  the  courts  below,  opportuni- 
ties of  observing,  in  many  cases,  the  hardship 
and  unequal  operation  of  some  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  ot'  Hen.  VHL  His  Lordship 
cited  in  particular  two  cases,  the  one  in  the 
Rector  of  Bow  church,  one  of  the  most  ex- 
emplary men  in  all  the  various  branches  of  his 
duty  in  the  clerical  profession,  against  whom, 
in  consequence  of  his  living  in  Ely  Place,  Hol- 
born,  on  account  of  its  being,  from  peculi  ir 
circumstances,  impraciicabie  to  live  in  the 
parsonage-house,  he  was  obliged  to  direct  a 
jury  to  find.  Another  case  presented  itselfi 
the  pai-ficulars  of  which  he  cited,  of  a  very 
opposite  description,  and  in  \vhich  the  penal 
operations  of  the  bill  in  question  were  veiy 
properly  applied.  He  adverted  to  these  points, 
to  evince  not  only  the  great  importance,  bat 
also  the  difticulty  of  coming  to  a  right  de- 
cision upon  the  general  subject.  It  was 
matter  of  serious  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion. His  Lordship  alluded  to  the  great  dif- 
ficulty which  men  placed  in  otUccs  of  iiri- 
portant,  severe,  and  complicated  duties  ex- 
perienced, in  maturing  great  public  mea- 
sures. He  adverted  particularly  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  Learned  Judge  alluded  to  by  the 
Rev.  Prelate,  who,  had  leisure  and  Iiealth  per- 
mitted him  to  pursue  his  labours  relative  to 
the  subject  in  questioir,  their  Lordships  v,-ould 
not  at  this  time  have  any  part  of  it  to  discuss  ? 
the  indispobitiun  under  which  that  person  then 
laboured,  v^  l^s  in  a  great  degree  ouing  to  the 
very  close  a \U  unremitted  attention  v\hich  Le 
paid  to  tl*  ;, ubjcct  in  questio::;  :  it  was  one  of 
more  extensive  cor.cern  than  perhaps  the  House 
were  general!)  a.-.vare  of;  it  iuvolved  not  only 
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considerations  of  justice  and  policy,  but  even 
of  humanity.  With  lespcct  to  this  point,  his 
Lordship,  with  a  creditable  degree  of  warmth 
and  feeling,  alluded  to  the  effect  which  a  ge- 
neral enforcement  of  residence  would  have  on 
the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  and  indigent  cu- 
rates; it  would  go  in  a  great  degree  to  deprive 
them  of  the  scanty  pittance  they  at  present 
hold.  Even  from  what  had  already  taken 
place,  many  cin^atet  were  turned  out  of  em- 
ployment ;  this  he  hau  some  opportunity  of 
learning  in  the  exercise  of  his  clerical  patron- 
age as  Chancellor,  and  of  which  he  stated  some 
distressing  instances.  With  respect  to  a  com- 
prehensive bill,  containing  adequate  provisions 
for  all  that  was  compliined  of,  he  seemed  to 
say  the  seseion  was  too  far  advanced  for  biing- 
ing  such  a  measure  to  maturity  within  its  pe- 
riod;  and  he  remarked  upon  the  superior 
wisdcm  of  dchberate  and  mature  decision,  in 
opposition  to  hasty  and  pi'emature  conclu- 
sions ;  and  he  also  noticed  the  peculiar  calls 
%vhich  the  Rev.  Bench  had  generally  towards 
the  end  of  a  session  in  their  respective  dio- 
ceses. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  spoke  shortly  in 
explanation,  and  disclaimed  any  intention  uf 
throwing  the  least  imputation  on  the  vei^y 
Learned  Gentleman  alluded  to,  for  whom,  on 
the  contrary,  he  had  the  highest  respect. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  made  a  few  obser- 
vations, in  the  course  of  which  he  seemed  to 
argue  agaiiKst  the  principle  of  bills  of  suspen- 
sion, and  adverted  to  the  strong  claims  which 
curates  had  to  the  consideration  and  humanity 
of  the  Legislature. 

Lord  Auckland  also  made  some  observa- 
tions, chiefly  in  reference  to  the  general  sub- 
ject, respecting  which  he  appeared  of  his 
Noble  and  Learned  Friend's  opinion,  that  the 
present  session  would  not  afford  sufficient 
time  for  the  full  and  adequate  discussion  of 
the  measure,  so  generally  allowed  to  be  neces- 
sary. Ke  proceeded  to  describe  some  general 
regulations  which  could,  in  such  a  measure, 
be  introduced  with  goodelFect;  and  concluded 
by  observing,  that  a  full  attendance  of  the 
Rev.  Bench  would  be  peculiarly  necessary  on 
such  an  occasion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  allusion  to  the 
point  last  adverted  to  by  the  Noble  Lord, 
^aid,  that  the  Rev,  Prelates  had  pleas  for  ab- 
senting themselves  towards  the  close  of  a  ses- 
sion, whi^h  perhaps  terriporal  Peers,  generally 
speaking,  had  not,  namely,  the  exercise  of 
their  pastoral  duties ;  and  he  lamented  the 
thin  attendance  which  took  place  of  the  tem- 
poral Peers  towards  the  close  of  a  session,  a 
period  when,  from  unavoidable  circumstances, 
a  great  proporticu  of  legislative  business  was 
transacted. 


The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  next  day. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  March  30.  (See  Minutes,  p.  511.) 

[Grenada  loan.] — The  order  of  the  day 
was  read  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  Grenada 
loan  bill. 

Sir  Robert  Buxton  said  he  could  not  but 
express  the  sentiments  he  had  done  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  with  respect  to  the  bill  now 
brought  into  P.n-liament,  and  he  should  give 
his  decided  disapprobation  to  that  measure, 
which  went  to  misapply  the  public  money. 
Many  inconveniencies  and  losses  would  still 
arise  to  Government  if  they  cmlinued  their 
support  to  that  part  of  the  West  Lidia  trade. 

Mr.  HoBHOusE  said  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  last  ibjn.  Gent.;  he  was  certain  that 
no  loss  had  been  sustained  by  Government: 
the  plain  facts  were,  that  1,400,000/.  had  been 
advanced  for  the  support  of  tiiis  trade,  and 
that  this  sum  had  been  reduced  to  500,000/. ; 
that  being  the  case,  every  Member  in  the 
House  must  see,  that  notwithstanding  War 
and  other  unpleasant  circumstances,  w  hich  had. 
prevented  the  progress  of  trade  in  the  West 
Indies,  yet  that  mercantile  establii^hment  was 
in  a  fair  way  of  being  a  benefit  to  Governm.ent. 
The  West  India  islands  produced  upwards  of 
30,000  hogsheads  of  sugar  and  other  valuable 
articles ;  therefore  Government  l;ad  the  best 
security  for  the  money  they  advanced.  The 
whole  of  the  West  India  debt  had  not  been 
contracted  more  than  six  years,  and  ^vith  the 
assistance  now  about  to  be  given  by  the  House, 
there  was  no  doubt  cf  the  prosperity  that 
would  attend  this  West  Indian  mercantile 
establishment.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
should  give  hie;  approbation  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  last  Hon.  Gent.:  he  knew  perfectly 
well  the  great  difference  between  the  monied 
interest  and  landed  interest  of  the  country.  It 
was  no  imcommon  thing  for  persons  connected 
with  trade,  to  come  into  that  House  on  all  oc- 
casions and  support  Government,  and  there- 
fore the  mercantile  part  of  the  coimtry  would 
see  their  interest  to  support  the  present  ques- 
tion. The  Hon.  Gent  had  made  a  mistake  as 
to  the  time  the  Gi-enada  debt  was  contracted  ; 
it  was  novv'  upwards  of  eight  years  instead  of 
six.  He  would  now  call  to  the  recollection  of 
the  House  the  promise  that  was  made  to  Par- 
liamicnt  on  the  former  application  for  money, 
that  it  should  then  be  the  last  they  would  ask 
of  the  House  to  grant:  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  the  Gentlemen  had  not  kept  their  word, 
and  the  indulgence  then  granted  for  the  sup- 
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port  of  tills  unprofitable  trade  has  turned  out 
not  suflicient.  He  was  of  a  different  opinion 
■with  the  last  Hon.  Gent,  as  to  the  security 
Government  were  in  possession  of  for  their 
money  ;  it  appeared  to  him  by  no  means  good, 
and  if  this  money  now  applied  for  is  granted 
by  the  House,  he  would  ask,  what  better  se- 
curity we  should  get  for  this  loan  than  we  be- 
fore had  ?  500,000/.  were  now  ov/ing,  and  there 
was  but  a  chance  of  its  being  paid  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  He  thought  the  whole  system 
to  be  highly  improper  in  lending  public  money 
in  such  a  concern.  When  the  West  India 
market  was  overstocked,  we  were  called  upon 
to  make  good  their  losses.  This  was  an  in- 
dulgence allowed  to  the  West  India  trade 
which  was  allowed  to  no  other ;  he  therefore 
thought  it  ought  not  to  be  supported. 

Mr.  Wm.  Dundas  said  he  wished  to  sub- 
Tnit  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down.  The  Hon.  Gent,  had  argued  very  much 
at  length  upon  the  abstract  question  of,  whe- 
ther Government  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  ad- 
vance the  public  money  to  support  the  mer- 
cantile interests  of  the  country.  But  if  the 
Hon,  Gent,  had  such  an  objection  to  Govern- 
ment giving  such  assistance  to  the  mercantile 
interest,  how  happened  it  that  he  had  not 
stated  his  objections  upon  former  occasions, 
when  Government  had  adopted  a  similar  con- 
duct to  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  to 
other  merchants  of  this  country  ?  The  fact 
was,  that  Parliament  granted  this  aid  to  the 
merchants  and  planters  of  St.  Vincent  and 
Grenada,  in  1795,  when  these  islands  were 
desolated  by  an  event  which  human  prudence 
could  neither  foresee  nor  prevent,  viz.  an  in- 
surrection of  the  blacks.  The  sum  then  ad- 
vanced was  1,400,000/.;  of  that  sum  all  had 
been  paid  ofF,  except  about  560,000/.  and  the 
interest  had  been  regularly  paid  the  whole  time. 
It  had  been  suggested,  that  more  was  paid  in 
bounties  on  the  re-exportation  of  the  produce 
of  those  islands,  than  was  received  by  the  cus- 
toms on  their  importation.  Admitting  this 
for  a  moment  to  be  true,  was  there  no  advan- 
tage to  the  shipping  interest  of  this  country  in 
carrying  on  the  trade  w^ith  those  islands  ?  or 
did  the  Hon.  Gent,  mean  to  say  that  those 
islands  might  as  well  be  in  the  hands  of  France 
as  of  any  other  country  ?  If  of  late  the  com- 
modities of  the  West  Indies  had  fallen  in  price, 
would  it  be  consistent  with  generosity,  wis-- 
dom,  or  policy,  to  press  for  the  immediate 
payment  of  a  debt,  so  large  a  part  of  which 
had  been  already  discharged,  the  interest  of 
which  was  so  regularly  paid,  and  for  the 
whole  of  which  the  public  had  such  ample 
security  ? 

Mr.  Rose  said  that  the  Rt,  Hon.  Gent,  had 
In  a  great  degree  anticipated  what  he  meant 
to  have  offered.  The  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke 
Jast  but  one,  seemed  to  think  that  a  greater 
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degree  of  favour  was  shewn  to  the  West  India 
trade  than  to  others ;  he  was  not  aware  upon 
what  ground  the  Hon.  Gent,  made  that  abser- 
tion.  The  relief  which  Pailiament  had  granted 
to  the  merchants  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent, 
tlwy  had  granted  ujjon  otiier  occasions  to 
other  persons;  and  though  the  Hon.  Gent, 
seemed  to  think  that  Government  ought  not 
to  lend  the  public  money  to  support  the  mer- 
cantile interest,  he  begged  leave  to  observe, 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  assistance  af- 
forded by  Government  some  years  ago  to  the 
manufacturing  intercst,the  consequences  miglit 
have  been  such  as  he  was  almost  afraid  to  con- 
sider. But  when  tlie  Hon.  Gent,  talked  of 
considerable  favour  being  shewn  to  the  West 
India  trade,  did  he  consider  of  what  import- 
ance that  trade  was  to  this  country  ?  Did  he 
know  that  it  employed  nearly  one  third  of  our 
shipping  ?  did  he  consider  what  a  nursery  it 
was  for  our  seamen  ?  or  did  he  reflect  upon 
the  various  advantages  this  country  derived 
from  that  trade  ?  At  the  commencement  of 
the  last  century.  Government  had  granted  re- 
lief to  some  of  the  West  India  islands;  but 
the  mode  in  which  that  relief  was  granted, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  neither  so  efficacious 
nor  so  economical  as  the  relief  which  had 
been  granted  by  Government  on  the  present 
occasion.  Underthesecitcumstances,  he  should 
certainly  give  his  vote  for  the  Speaker  leaving 
the  chair. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thursday,  Mar.  31. — (See  Minutes,  p.  667.) 

[Militia  officers'  bill.] — The  order 
of  the  day  being  read  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  militia  officers'  bill, 

Lord  HoBART  moved,  "  That  the  bill  be 
"  now  read  a  second  time." 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  rose  to  oppose 
the  proceeding;  he  delivered  his  sentiments  at 
some  length,  which  were  decidedly  against 
the  leading  provisions  of  the  bill ;  his  hostility 
to  the  measure,  he  observed,  was  founded  in 
constitutional  principles.  The  bill,  wh'ch 
went  to  authorize  the  service  of  ofTicers  not 
duly  qualified,  would,  when  supe'-adi'ed  to 
the  other  measures  adopted  by  Government 
of  late  years  with  respect  to  the  militia,  grind 
down  that  constitutional  force  to  a  very  stand- 
ing ai-my.  He  was  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
Great  Britain,  especially  in  periods  like  the 
present,  having  a  large  disposable  force  :  how- 
ever, at  the  same  time,  one  constituted  on 
the  oi'iginal  principles  of  the  militia  was  ad- 
mirably well  calculated  for  defensive  service. 
The  conduct  of  Govtrnment  latterly  v/as  such 
as  went  to  disgust  the  respectable  qualified 
officers,  and  would  tend  greatly  to  diripcline 
them  fr-om  serving  in  the  militia.  Pursuing 
this  line  of  observation  for  some  time,  zv.d  in 
stroBg  terms,  the  Noble  Earl  observed,  that 
*I  i 
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were  the  bill  passed  in  its  present  shape,  he 
would  never  again  come  forward  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  siibjecL ;  so  degraded  did  he 
consider  the  mihtia  by  such  a  proposition.  At 
the  present  moment  he  urged  the  propriety  of 
allowing  farther  time  for  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  j  and  in  that  view  he  moved,  in 
the  way  of  an  amendm.ent,  that  the  word 
*  now'  be  left  out  of  the  motion,  "  that  this 
"  bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Lord  HoBART  expressed  him.self  perfectly 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  measure,  and 
his  inclination  to  concur  in  the  motion  just 
made,  did  he  entertain  any  hope  of  being  able 
to  induce  the  Noble  Earl  to  a[T;ree  to  provi- 
sions which  he  thought  wise  and  necessary. 
The  Noble  Secretary  then  proceeded  to  de- 
fend the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  he 
thought,  in  sound  argument  and  fact,  not  at 
all  liable  to  the  objections  so  warmly  urged  by 
the  Noble  Earl ;  a  discretionary  power  was 
vested  in  the  Lord  Lieutenants,  who,  in  cases 
of  necessity,  in  the  event  of  their  not  being 
able  to  procure  officers  possessing  landed  qua- 
lifications as  heretofore,  were  authorized  to 
accept  the  services  of  a  desci-iption  of  oflicers, 
whose  admission  the  Noble  Earl  so  strongly 
opposed.  His  Lordship  then  detailed  the  pro- 
minent provisions  of  the  bill,  which  offered 
arrangements,  he  contended,  not  liable  to  the 
imputed  objections.  At  the  same  time,  he 
entertained  no  doubt  of  the  Lord  Lieutenants 
exerting  themselves  to  find  out  officers  fully 
qualified,  and  who  would  be  willing  to  serve. 
Such  oflicers  would  naturally  be  preferred  by 
them.  In  concluding,  his  Lordship  observed, 
that  the  Noblt  Earl  had  assigned  no  sufficient 
reason  for  postponing  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Lord  RoLLE  seemed  to  think  that  no  neces- 
sity existed  for  the  present  measure,  which, 
in  some  points  of  view,  he  regarded  as  highly 
questionable.  To  ascert^iin  his  first  poi'it,  he 
thought  that  an  official  return  of  the  number, 
&c.  of  the  militia  officers  should  be  laid  before 
the  House  ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  there 
were  not  a  sufficient  number,  he  should  have 
no  objection  to  the  bill's  passing. 

The  Earl  of  CARNARvo^J  spoke  in  explana- 
tion, in  the  course  of  which  he  repeated  his 
observation,  that  the  conduct  of  Gcivernmcnt 
of  late  years  relative  to  the  militia,  was  such 
as  io  disgust  the  officers  in  general :  resi:)ecting 
this  he  entered  into  some  details,  and  observed, 
that,  v/ere  the  present  system  persisted  in,  and 
the  militia  continued,  it  Vv'ould  be  preferable 
to  lower  the  number  of  that  part  of  the  na- 
tional foixe.  The  Nc.'ble  Earl  \^'as  called  to 
order  by  the  Lord  Chancellor;  and,  after 
some  conversation  respecting  the  question  of 
order,  the  Duke  of  Montrosh  rose,  and  spoke 
shortly  in  support  of  what  fell  from  the  Noble 
Lord  on  the  woolsack.     With  respect  to  the 


observation;  of  the  Noble  Earl,  he  conceived 
none  of  them  appHed  against  the  present  mea- 
sure; they  were  the  argimrents  adduced  last 
year  on  an  occasion  neariy  si'milar ;  and  he 
begged  leave  to  observe,  that  the  measures  re- 
specting the  militia,  so  strongly  reprobated  by 
the  Noble  Earl,  were  not,  properly  speaking, 
attributable  to  the  Minister,  but  approved  by 
the  Legislature  after  full  and  repeated  discus- 
sions. The  Noble  Duke  expressed  his  regret 
that  men  duly  qualified  were  not  seen  at  such 
a  crisis  as  the  present,  cheerfully  coming  for- 
v^•ard  to  serve  in  that  highly  useful  and  consti- 
tutional part  of  the  national  force.  He  ap- 
proved of  the  militia  on  other  grounds  besides 
those  of  constitutional  principle  ;  it  was  an 
excellent  defensive  system,  and  being  on  foot 
together  with  the  standing  army,  they  were 
reciprocally  useful  checks  upon  each  other. 
Every  man  who  possessed  an  acre  of  land  in 
the  kingdom  was  constitutionally  bound  to 
defend  it ;  he  owed  a  military  service  to  the 
crown,  on  the  old  principles  of  the  feudal  con- 
stitution. It  v/as  necessary  to  procure  an 
effective  force,  and  if  it  could  not  be  done  in 
the  way  of  bounty,  stronger  measures  were 
necessary.  He  was  adverse  to  any  delay  of 
the  bill,  the  principle  of  which  was  then  as 
fully  understood  as  it  could  be  six  months 
hence. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Radnor  strongly  disapproved 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  he 
seemed  to  think  would  tend  still  more  to  dis- 
gust the  oflicers  alluded  to. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  support  ofthe 
motion,  observed,  that  the  disapprobation  ex- 
pressed by  Noble  Lords  of  any  particular  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  was  rather  a  reason  for  its 
going  to  a  committee;  beside  which,  a  future 
opportunity  would  regularly  offer  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  its  principle.  With  icspect  to  the 
maintenance  of  order  in  their  Lordships'  pro- 
ceedings, th.e  House  would  be  aware  of  its 
necessity;  and  that  it  was  his  duty,  to  the  best 
of  his  judgment,  to  see  that  it  strictly  took 
place,  Vv'ithout  reference  to  the  situation  or 
feelings  of  individuals:  a  necessity  for  acting 
in  such  a  manner,  he  observed,  had  of  late 
become  more  necessary  than  ever. 

[Here  another  conversation  took  place  con- 
cerning the  question  of  oider.J 

Lord  Cawdor  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject  at  some  length.  He  declared  his 
attachment  to  the  mihtia,  as  a  constitutional 
a.id  efFcctive  force ;  he  expatiated  on  the  sei"- 
vices  it  had  performed,  and  on  the  profes- 
sional merits  and  pati"iotism  of  its  officers.  He 
seemed  to  disa];'prove  of  part  of  the  foniier 
conduct  of  Government  rcTOecting  the  militia, 
and  to  expi'ess  iraich  anxiety  i-elative  to  the 
practice  of  reciuitir.g  the  standing  army  from 
the  militia. 
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.  After  a  long  and  general  conver?ration  re-  I 
specting  points  of  ortler,  the  question  being  | 
called  for,  the  same  was  regularly  put  from  j 
the  Woolsack,  on  which  a  division  took  place,  i 
when  there  appeared  for  the  immediate  second  , 
reading  of  the  bill,  41;  against  it,  2. — Majo-  1 
rity,  39-  j 

On  re-entering  the  House  we  found  the  1 

Earl  of  Carnarvon  on  his  feet,  warmly  j 
contending  against  the  bill.-The  question  which  | 
furnished  the  Noble  Earl  an  occasion  for  thus 
delivering  his  sentiments,  appeared  to  be  for  its 
commitment.  His  Lordship  spoke  at  some 
length,  and  urged  a  variety  of  detailed  obser- 
vations against  the  measure,  founded  on  those 
principles  which  he  had  adverted  to  as  above. 
He  took  occasion  to  combat  an  idea  of  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord's,  namely,  that  be- 
cause only  some  of  the  provisions  of  a  bill 
were  objected  to,  it  should  be  suffered  to  go 
to  a  committee ;  such  a  mode  of  re,'?soning, 
he  contended,  may  be  urg;ed  in  behalf  of  any 
measure,  however  worthy  of  censure  or  disap- 
probation. 


[Clergy  non-residence.] — The  House 
tlien,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  day,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  on  the  clergy 
residence  bill.  Lord  Walsingham  in  the  chair. 

When  that  clause  was  come  to  which  fixed 
the  termination  of  the  suspenjion  to  the  8th  of 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  rose,  and  deli- 
vered his  sentiments  upon  the  subject  of 
which  the  bill  before  the  com.mittee  form.ed 
a  part,  at  considerable  length.  He  repeated 
many  of  his  observations  of  last  night,  adverted 
to  the  indiscriminate  operation  of  part  of  the 
statute  of  Henry  VIH.  and  described  the  pro- 
gress of  the  various  suspending  bills,  which 
Vi^ere  passed  within  the  three  la^t  years.  He 
expressed  his  disapprobation  of  those  measures, 
apd  gave  his  opinion  that  if  they  were  not  re- 
sorted to,  that  statute  alluded  to  would  ere  now 
have  been  properly  amended.  He  would  go 
farther  ;  he  thought  that  if  the  present  bill  was 
assented  to,  they  should  hear  no  more  of  the 
amending  bill  till  next  spring,  and  so  on.  On 
these  grounds  it  was,  he  should  in  the  present 
instance  propose  to  shorten  the  term  of  the 
suspension.  With  respect  to  the  statute  of 
Henry  VHL  of  v/hich  so  much  had  been  said, 
and  also  on  the  eifects  of  the  proposed  plans 
for  amending  it,  he  thought  the  penalties  of 
that  act  should  be  mitigated.  He  was  fully 
aware  of  the  present  and  future  contingent 
siiuation  of  curates;  :f  residence  v/ere  fully 
enforced,  many  of  them  naturally  would  be 
ousted ;  but  such  a  consequence  could  by  no 
means  generally  follow.  In  illustration  of  this 
position,  the  Rev.  Prelate  entered  into  a  de- 
tailed vijw  of  the  situation  of  curates  in  gene- 
lal,    particularly  those  in  thi  couutry.     He 


observed  a  resident  curate  was,  in  many  in- 
stances, as  great  a  rara  avis  as  a  resident  clergy- 
man  ;  this  in  a  great  degree  proceeded  from 
many  curates  undertaking  the  duty  of  different 
parishes.  The  Rev.  Prelate  also  adverted, 
and  with  great  elFect,  to  the  unwillingness 
which  especially  young  clergymen  manifested 
to  undertake  the  duty  of  country  parishes ; 
they  preferred  the  duty  of  populous  or  market 
tov.'ns,  and,  above  all,  that  of  the  metropolis, 
where  many,  conceiving  themselves  men  of 
abilities  and  eloquence,  Avere  fond  of  exhibit- 
ing in  the  pulpits.  Persons  of  this  description 
generally  employed  curates  for  the  country 
duty,  who,  in  the  event  of  an  eriforcement  of 
residence.  Would  probably  be  ousted:  but  at 
the  same  time,  there  Vv'ere  numerous  instances 
where,  in  cases  of  small  livings,  the  incum- 
bents held  also  valuable  curacies,  of  which, 
hov/ever,  in  the  above  event,  were  they  to  be 
deprived,  they  would  obviously  be  not  left 
destitute ;  and  were  one  description  of  cases 
set  against  the  other,  those  of  real  hardship 
would  be  found  not  so  numerous  as  v/as  gene- 
rally imagined.  Di"av/ing  towards  a  conclu- 
sion, the  Rev.  Prelate  repeated  his  opinion, 
that,  were  the  bill  before  the  comm.ittee  passed 
in  its  present  shape,  no  more  would  be  heard 
of  the  general  amending  bill  until  the  next  ses- 
sion, &c.  Under  which  conviction,  he  would 
move,  "  That  instead  of  the  8th  of  July,  the 
"  13th  of  May  be  inserted." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  the 
proceeding  adverted  to  by  the  Kt.  Rev.  Pre- 
late, was  a  parliam.entary  acknowledgment 
that  the  statute  of  Henry  VHL  wanted  re- 
vision. With  respect  to  the  question  regu- 
larly before  the  committee,  he  obsei'ved, 
that  there  v/as  no  ditFerence  of  opinion  as  to 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  suspension  ; 
but  as  to  the  interval  of  time,  the  Learned 
Prelate  seemed  to  go  upon  an  idea,  that 
there  ousted  an  intention  somewhere,  to  bring 
forward  a  general  bill,  which  might  pass  be- 
fore a  certain  period.  On  this  head,  he 
would  say,  it  were  better  not  to  cramp  such 
an  intention  by  too  limited  a  period,  which 
m.ight  prevent  exertion  from  having  its  full 
scope.  For  his  own  part,  in  this  view  of  the 
ease, -he  should  vote  for  the  longer  term,  be- 
cause it  would  natui-ally  afFord  abetter  chance 
of  the  bill  al'uded  to  being  brought  forward  ; 
at  the  sam.e  time  he  seemed  averse  to  a  furthey 
suspension. 


The  Bishop  of 
sentiments,  took 
very  great  fitness 
able  MeiT.ber  of 
undertaken  the  ta; 
do  ample  justice 
Lordship  begged 
priety  of  seeming 
man,  whsn  his  pr 
sidered.    He  had 


Durham,  in  delivering  his 
occasion  to  advert  to  the 
of  the  learned  and  respect- 
;he  olher  House,  who  had 
k  of  the  bill  alluded  to,  to 
to  the  subject.  But  his 
leave  to  question  the  pro- 
to  call  upon  that  Gentle- 
:ser;l  indisposition  was  con- 
the  hitrhest  possible  opinion 
li  a 


1495] 


TARLIAMENTARY   DEBATES.— [March  31.] 


[1496 


of  the  character  of  that  Learned  Gentleman, 
and  was  persuaded  he  would  come  forward  as 
soon  as  circumstances  ■would  permit  him. 
His  Lordship  observed,  he  would  not  then 
follow  the  Rev.  Prelate  who  opened  the  dis- 
cussion, through  his  detailed  observations, 
as  probably  another  opportunity  would  pre- 
sent .tself. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understciod,  that  he  grounded  his 
preference  to  the  longer  term,  only  because  it 
afforded  a  better  chance  of  something  con- 
clusive in  the  interval. 

I,ord  Alvanley  took  occasion  to  observe, 
that  if  the  general  bill  should  be  so  far  de- 
layed this  session  as  not  to  be  brought  up 
until  the  beginning  of  July,  he  should  hold 
it  his  duty  to  oppose  it;  and  he  perfectly 
agreed  in  what  had  been  so  ably  stated  by  a 
Noble  Lord  (Grenvillc),  towards  the  end  of 
the  last  session,  respecting  the  necessity  of 
having  a  full  attendance,  particularly  of  the 
Rev.  Bench,  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
in  question. 

Lord  Auckland  delivered  his  sentiments 
on  the  question  at  some  length  :  he  noticed 
the  improper  effect  of  such  bills  of  suspension, 
which  in  some  measure  may  be  said  to  leave 
that  part  of  the  community  without  law. 
He  argued  in  favour  of  a  general  amending 
bill,  and  uhich,  among  other  good  effects, 
would  go  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
poorer  orders  of  the  clergy.  With  respect 
to  shortening  the  term,  the  other  House,  in 
the  view  of  its  pecuniary  operation,  would, 
on  that  account,  be  induced  to  reject  the 
bill.  Adverting  to  the  circumstance  of  a 
general  amending  bill,  the  Noble  Lord  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  such  a  measure  might 
very  properly  originate  in  that  House;  and 
he  alluded  to  certain  regulations,  which,  in 
such  a  legislative  provision,  would  be  attend- 
ed with  the  most  salutary  effects.  In  allusion 
to  what  had  been  said  of  the  state  of  the 
attendance  in  that  House,  particularly  to- 
wards the  close  of  a  session,  his  Lordship 
made  :ome  admirable  philoso[)hical  remarks 
on  the  nature  and  propensities  of  man,  the 
almost  irresistible  attractions  of  rural  retire- 
ment or  occupations  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year,  with  a  view  to  palliate  that  occasional, 
and  sometimes  frequent  secession  from  par- 
liamentary attendance,  at  the  seasons  of  the 
year  alluded  to. 

Lord  Alvanley,  in  explanation,  observed, 
rather  jocosely,  tiiat  were  the  Noble  Lord's 
ideas  of  green  fields,  &c.  set  up  as  a  plea  for 
the  non-attendance  of  legislators,  there  ought 
to  be  a  sort  of  qui  ta^?i  proceedings  insti- 
tuted on  the  occasion.  With  respect  to  the 
bill  so  frequently  alluded  to,  for  his  part, 
he    rather   preferred   its    originating   in  "tliat 


House,  as  therein  it  would,  most  probably, 
have  a  more  free  and  full  discussion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  after  shortly  no- 
ticing what  had  transpired  on  the  subject  of 
non-attendance  and  absence  from  town,  ob- 
served, that  he  saw  no  objection  to  the  bill 
originating  in  that  House ;  but  in  all  pro- 
bability, a  bill  so  originating,  would  require 
a  very  full  second  discussion,  in  consequence 
of  the  alterations  which  would  most  likely 
be  made  in  it  by  the  other  House;  and  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  the  subject  of  cu- 
rates, he  observed,  it  would  be  found  rather 
difficult  to  make  a  provision  for  them  in  that 
House. 

Lord  Ellenborough  delivered  his  opi- 
nions on  the  general  subject  at  some  length. 
He  was  unfavourable  to  the  practice  of  suspen- 
sion— a  subject  which  was  never  warranted, 
save  by  considerations  of  public  necessity. — 
He  took  occasion  to  pronounce  a  splendid 
panegyric  on  the  character  and  talents  of  the 
Right  Hon.  and  Learned  Gent.  (Sir  W.  Scott), 
so  often  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion. He  adverted  to  the  great  difficulties 
as  well  as  the  importance  of  framing  legis- 
lative provisions  to  remedy  the  evils  com- 
plained of;  but  though  they  could  not  do  all 
the  good  they  wished,  they  should  do  all  the 
good  they  could  :  they  should,  as  far  as  in  them 
lay,  ameliorate  the  statute  of  Henry  VHL  by  a 
general  bill.  The  Noble  Lord  adverted  to  a 
variety  of  provisions  which  could  in  such  a 
measure  be  introduced  with  the  most  salutary 
effect.  He  alluded  to  certain  descriptions  of 
the  clergy  who  he  thought  should  not  be 
exempted  from  residence  on  pleas  which  were 
at  present  held  as  admissible.  The  consider- 
ation of  how  the  Commons  ma\"  afterwards 
treat  the  bill,  should  not  prevent  them  from 
originating  the  measure  in  that  House,  in 
which  work  he  would  be  most  happy  to 
assist,  as  far  as  the  very  little  leisure  his 
official  duty  afforded  him. 

Lord  Pelham  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  occasion,  which  in  a  great  degree  seemed 
to  tally  with  those  of  his  Noble  Friend  on  the 
Woolsack.  He  observed  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  act  on  the  presumption  of  what 
may  be  the  intention  of  any  individual  to 
propose.  He  entertained  no  objection  to  a 
bill  of  the  description  alluded  to  originating 
in  that  House  :  on  the  contrary,  he  seemed 
to  think  it  the  better  place,  particularly  with 
a  reference  to  the  Bench  of  Bishops ;  and  in 
the  discussion  of  the  measure  he  would 
cheerfully  assist  to  the  utriiost  of  his  power. 

The  Bishop  of  DuRiiAM  spoke  shortly  in 
explanation,  as  did 

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  deprecated  the  effects  of  mis- 
apprehenaioiu  and  obseived.  it  was  proper  it 
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shovild  be  understood,  thn.t  the  statute  of 
Henry  VIII.  instead  of  diminishing  tiie  power 
of  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  went  in  further- 
ance of  the  old  law  of  residence. 

After  some  further  obeeivations,  tlie  Rev. 
Prelate,  the  Bishop  of  Rochester,  having  con- 
sented to  withdraw  his  amendment,  the  bill 
went  through  the  committee,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  next  day. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

FriJay,  Jpril  \.  (See  Minutes,  p.  667.) 
[^Clergy    non-residence.] — The    order 
of  the  day  being  read  for  receiving  the  report 
of  the  clergy  residence  bill, 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  rose,  and  said,  he 
had  a   few  observations  to    make  connected 
with  the   bill,  which   might   be   as   formally 
offered   on  the  present  occasion  as   on   any 
other  stage  of  the  bill.     The  Noble  Earl  then 
launched  into  a  variety  of  observations,  chiefly 
applying  to  the  general  subject.     He  declared 
his  aversion  to  suspension  bills  in  general,  as 
they  tended,  so  far  as  their  operation  applied, 
to  leave  the  community  without  law,  and  to 
remove   those  landmarks  which   the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors   had   carefully    established. 
The  subject  to  which  the  bill  related,  was  un- 
doubtedly  one  of   considerable    importance ; 
and  it  was  generally  admitted  that  something 
was  necessary  to  be  done  to  remedy  the  in- 
conveniences and   grievances  complained   of.  1 
On   such   an   occasion   the    Noble    Earl    said  | 
their  Lordships   should   depend   upon   them-  j 
selves  principally.     It  wa'    improper  to  rely,  i 
in  a  case  of  such  magnitude,  on  the  exertions  I 
of  any  single  individual,  however  learned  or  | 
appropriately      qualified  :       notwithstanding  j 
which,    he   was   inclined   to    entertain    little  j 
hopes  of  seeing  an  efficacious  measure  brought  | 
forward  in  that  House.     In  framing  a  general  ' 
bill,  whenever  it  should  be  undertaken,  there  ' 
was  one  consideration  which  forcibly  struck  j 
him  as  necessary,  in  order  to  render  the  men-  1 
sure  complete  and  effectual ;  namely,  an  ade-  ' 
quate  provision   not  only  for  the  poorer  cu- 
rates, but  for  some  of  the  other  inferior  orders 
of  the  clergy,  who  were   unhappily  in   very 
necessitous    circumstances.     Of   the   fonntr, 
such  instances  of  distress  and  misery  could  be 
detailed  as  would  make  their  Lordships'  h.-arts 
ache.     Respecting  this  provision,  he  thought 
that  it  should  come  out  of  the  public  purse. 
His  Lordship  enforced  these  leading  ideas  by 
several  relevant  observations,  in  the  course  of 
which   he  said,    there    were   persons  in  that 
House   fraught  wnth   ecclesiastical   and   legal 
information,  who  were  fully  competent  to  the 
undertaking  alluded  to. 

Lord  Ardhh  begged  leave  to  offer  a  few 
fibservations  on  the  present  occasion  j  he  ex- 


pressed his  surprise,  that  after  what  they  had 
all  heard  in  debate  last  night,  any  observation 
should  be  thrown  out  expressive  of  a  degree 
of  despair  that  the  subject  in  question  would 
not  be  effectually  taken  up,  and  originated  in 
that  House.     What  transpired  in  the  discus- 
sion  of  last  night,    was   of  considerable  im- 
portance ;    it   would,    he   was  confident,    be 
productive  of  much  benefit,  and  for  his  own 
part,  it  made  a  deep  impression  on  his  mind. 
He  must  deprecate  all  objections  to  bills  ori- 
ginating in   that  House,  with  a  reference  to 
what    might    be   their    probable   fate  in   the 
House  of  Commons.     To    act   upon   such   a 
principle  would  be  something  like  a  standing 
in  awe  of  the  other  House,  and  would  in  a 
certain  degree  tend  to  render  the  House,  in- 
stead of  its  being,  as  it  incontestably  was,  an 
eflTicient  and  component  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature,   a  mere  cipher  in  the  constitution  of 
the  country.     Though  he  thought  and  felt  in 
this   manner  for   the   estimation,    on  consti- 
tutional grounds,  of  a  House  of  which  he  had 
not  long  had  the  high  honour  to  be  a  Member, 
yet  he  duly  respected  the  constitutional  pri- 
vileges of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  sit  many  years.     After 
what    had  passed  last  night,    he  entertained 
no  fears  of  an  efficient  measure   oiiginating 
in  that  House,  which  he  was  inclined  to  wish 
it  should.     The  Rt.  Rev,  the  Bishops  formed 
a  part  of  that  House,  to  whose  province  the 
subject    in    question    more    particularly   be- 
longed; and  besides  these  there  were  several 
Noble  and  Learned  Lords  every  way  adequate 
to  the  task  ;  among  these  he  could  not  help 
especially   legarding   one,    then   in    his  placs 
I  (Lord  Ellenborough),  whose  opinions  seemed 
j  to  make  such  an   impression   on   their  Lord- 
j  ships  yesterday,  and  from  the  talents  and  in- 
I  formation  which  lie  displayed,  he  evinced  him- 
j  self  peculiarly  well  calculated  for  the  task.  He 
j  was  aware  of  the  important  and  various  official 
I  duties  of  that  Learned  Lord,  yet  he  could  not 
'  avoid  expressing  his  hope  that  his  Lordship 
!  would  come  forward  and  give  as  much  of  his 
j  precious  time  as  he  conveniently  could  to  the 
1  subject.     Were  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord 
'  to  undertake  it,  he  entertained  the  most  con- 
fident hope;  of  a  salutary  and  efFectual  mea- 
siu'e  being  the  result ;  and  he   doubted  not, 
that  were  a  bill  sent  down  from  that  House  to 
the  Commons,  they  would  treat  it  with   the 
most  respectful  attention,  and  contribute  every- 
thing in   iheir  power  ti  wards  rendering  the 
measure  effi  ctual,  consistent  with  their  own 
!  peculiar  privileges. 
j 

I  Lord  Auckland  agreed  with  the  Noble 
Lord  as  to  the  general  propriety  and  good 
effect  of  a  measure  of  this  kin(i  originating  in 
that  House;  and  further,  he  thought  their 
Lordships  should,  on  the  present  occasion, 
chiefly  ;ely  u  on  their  own  exertions.  Did 
they  rely  ;<  lely  on  the  other  House,  or  rather 
on  the  exertions  oi  any  single  individual,  one 
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of  these  results  would,  he  thought,  be  the  I 
consequence :  cither  that  no  bill  would  be 
sent  up  to  them  this  session,  or,  that  it  would 
be  sent  up  at  so  late  a  period,  that  their  Lord- 
ships would  te  unal^le  to  collect  in  sufficient 
numbers,  fully  and  duly  to  discuss  it.  For 
his  own  part,  he  was  not  fond  of  giving  pledges, 
but  so  deeply  was  he  impressed  with  the  con- 
sideration that  something  should  be  done  in 
the  affair,  l:e  would  say  thus  far,  and  he 
begged  to  be  rightly  understood,  that  if  no 
biirshould  be  ter.t  up  to  them  on  the  subject, 
or  no  other  Noble  Lord  came  forward,  at  an 
early  period  a.fter  the  ensuing  recess  he  should 
himself,  notwithstanding  the  importance  of 
his  official  avocations,  and  however  inadequate 
^e  might  be  in  some  parts  of  them,  undertake 
it,  so  far  as  to  commit  his  ideas  on  the  subject 
to  paper,  and  lay  them  before  the  House  in 
the  shape  of  a  bill.  He  should  certainly  give 
his  best  attention  to  the  subject,  and  what  he 
should  propose  would  be  the  result.  He 
doubted  not  when  he  had  gone  so  far,  what 
he  should  crudely  and  indigestedly  lay  before 
the  House  would  be  attentively  considered 
and  discussed  by  their  Lordships,  among 
whom  many  men  more  competent  than  himself 
^vere  to  be  found.  He  should  have  in  view, 
:n  what  he  should  propose,  two  principles, 
which  he  thought  of  the  highest  importance  i 
first,  that  the  church  should  be  left  to  govern 
itself,  and,  secondly,  to  keep  the  principle  of 
residence  in  view,  so  far  as  to  secure  to  parishes 
a  due  care  and  attention,  with  as  little  hard- 
ship or  inconvenience  to  individuals  as  was 
practicable. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  precise  nature  of  the 
question  before  them,  which  was,  whether  it 
would  agree  to  a  single  am.endment  made  in 
the  title  of  the  bill,  and  only  going  to  correct 
an  inaccuracy  with  respect  to  the  dates  as  ori- 
ginally expressed  ?  Their  Lordships  would 
judge'  how  far  what  had  been  said  was  appli- 
cable to  that  question.  However,  what  had 
transpired  induced  him  to  offer  a  very  few 
observations.  Vv'ith  respect  to  making  pledges, 
he  would  remind  any  individual  Peer  of  the 
extent,  importance,  and  difficulties  of  the  task 
to  be  undertaken,  and  he  would  beg  leave  par- 
ticularly to  address  himself  to  the  Noble  and 
Learned  Lord  who  seemed  alluded  to  by  the 
Noble  Lord  who  spoke  second  in  the  debate, 
and  bring  to  his  consideration  the  duties  of 
his  official  station  :  these  were  so  various,  so 
important,  so  onerous  and  pressing,  as  per- 
haps not  to  afFord  him  sufficient  time  to  pay 
the  necessary  degree  of  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject. For  his  own  part,  his  official  duties  were 
such  as  entirely  to  disable  him  from  under- 
taking the  task  ;  but  whenever  the  bill  should 
come  before  that  House,  he  would  of  course 
assist  in  its  discussion,  and  in  bringing  it  to 
maturity  to  the  utmost  of  his  power:  indeed 
it  was  the  bouriden  duty  of  all  their  Lordships 


to  assist  on  such  occasions,  to  the  extent  of 
their  respective  abilities. 

Lord  Elleneorough  expressed  his  coin- 
cidence with  what  fell  from  the  Noble  and 
Learned  Lord.  He  was  fully  aware  how  much 
of  his  time  was  necessarily  engrossed  by  due 
attention  to  his  official  duties,  and  su.ch  consi- 
derations should  influence,  with  respect  to  his 
entering  into  a  pledge  for  the  performance  of 
any  thing  that  might  clash  or  interfere  with 
them.  Indeed,  generally  speaking,  he  was 
not  fond  of  pledging  himself,  or  of  making 
promises  on  such  occasions;  he  had  rather 
come  forward  and  act  where  it  was  practica- 
ble, than  make  any  promiise  at  all.  He  was 
also  as  fully  aware  of  the  extent  and  import- 
ance of  the  subject  in  question,  which  he 
seemed  to  think  admitted  of  two  views,  the 
greater  and  the  less.  His  Lordship  took  oc- 
casion to  panegyrize  the  talents  and  extensive 
information  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gent,  who  had  already  come  forward  on  the 
occasion  ;  and  in  better  hands,  he  obsei-ved, 
the  subject  could  not  be  placed.  However, 
with  respect  to  the  less  or  limited  view  of 
the  subject,  he  did  not  see  that  degree  of  diffi- 
culty in  it  which  some  Noble  Lords  seemed 
to  conceive — he  meant  the  question  of  resi- 
dence. To  this  point  he  had  lately  given 
some  hours  close  consideration,  and  the  re- 
sult was,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  difficulties 
of  it  in  a  great  degree  may  be  obviated.  With 
regard  to  the  greater  and  more  comprehensive 
view  of  the  subject,  he  seemed  to  think  him- 
self inadequate  to  the  task,  even  were  there 
any  prospect  of  his  important  judicial  avoca- 
tions affording  him  any  leisure. 

Lord  Alvanley,  in  the  course  of  his  ob- 
servations, remarked,  that  he  never  could  en- 
tertain any  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  bill 
originating  in  that  House ;  he  only  meant  to 
express  his  apprehension  that  the  Commons 
would  never  agree  to  any  provision  for  the 
inferior  order  of  the  clergy,  out  of  the  public 
purse,  in  the  shape  of  a  bill  from  that  House. 
He  then  observed  as  to  the  tendency  of  what 
had  already  been  done  in  the  affair,  and  seemed 
of  opinion  that  something  should  be  done 
with  respect  to  depending  actions,  even  on 
grounds  of  justice  ;  in  regard  to  those  which 
might  arise  hereafter,  it  would  naturally  be 
matter  of  future  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  report 
agreed  to  by  their  Lordships. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
I\L}7dny,  Jpr'il  a.— (See  Minutes,  p.  663.) 
[Militia    officers'   bill,] — The  order 
of  the  day  being  read  for  their  Lordships  go- 
ing into  a  committee  on  the  militia  officer*' 
bill,  and  the  question  being  put, 
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Earl  RoMNEY  rose,  and  expressed  his  senti- 
ments upon  the  subject  of  the  militia  at  some 
length.  II«  adverted  to  the  measures  lately 
adopted  with  respect  to  the  militia,  particu- 
larly those  which  took  place  last  year.  Of 
the  latter  he  expressed  his  disapprobation, 
considering  theni  at  best  but  as  unnecessary, 
in  many  instances  injurious,  and  generally  dis- 
gusting to  the  constitutional  officers  of  the 
old  militia.  The  addition  of  the  three  cap- 
tains to  each  corps  clearly  increased  the  diffi- 
culty experienced  by  the  Lord  Lieutenants  in 
meeting  with  qualilied  officers.  The  measures 
of  Ministers  with  respect  to  the  militia  were 
such  as  must  disgust  the  commanders  of  mi- 
litia regiments,  and  induce  them  to  retire. 
With  respect  to  himself,  he  thought  the  mi- 
litia reduced  to  that  situation,  that,  under  all 
circumstances,  its  continuance  was  no  longer 
desirable.  If  any  Lord  should  concur  with 
him,  he  could  almost  himself  move  for  the 
repeal  of  the  militia  laws,  when  the  army- 
could  go  on  as  before  the  establishment  of  the 
militia. 

Mrfrquis  Town SH END  spoke  shortly  in  an- 
swer to  what  fell  from  the  Noble  Earl.  He 
differed  entirely  from  him  with  respect  to  the 
effect  of  the  measures  adopted  by  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  militia,  deeming 
them  neither  degrading  nor  injurious.  He 
deprecated  all  ideas  of  suppressing  the  militia, 
and  seemed  surprised  at  hearing  such  an  idea 
started,  particularly  at  a  period  when  the 
povi'er  of  France  was  at  such  an  alarming 
height.  The  militia  he  considered  as  necessary 
for  the  home  defence,  and,  with  a  view  to 
render  the  troops  of  the  line  the  more  com- 
pletely disposable,  independent  of  offensive 
operations,  a  large  disposable  force  would  al- 
ways be  necesnary,  particularly  for  the  defence 
of  our  colonial  possessions. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  a  committee. 
Lord  Walsingham  in  the  Chair. — When  the 
clause  objected  to,  on  a  former  discussion,  by 
certain  Peers,  namely,  that  authorizing  the 
service,  and  settling  the  rank  of  officers  un- 
qualified by  the  old  militia  laws,  was  read, 
some  explanatory  conversation  took  place  in 
the  first  instance  between  Lords  Radnor, 
Hobart,  and  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  expressed  his  hos- 
tility to  the  clause  at  some  length.  He  as- 
serted, that,  did  the  committee  agree  to  the 
clause,  a  great  sacrifice  would  be  made  with- 
out any  reasons  being  assign-'ed,  and,  in  fact, 
on  the  bare  requisition  of  the  Minister.  He 
recapitulated  several  of  his  former  observa- 
tions respecting  the  original  establishment  of 
thg  militia  as  a  constitutional  defensive  force, 
and  alluded  to  certain  points  of  the  late  con- 
duct of  Ministers,  which  he  said  were  in  di- 
rect coatradiclion  to  their  declarations  only 


ten  months  ago.  He  would  prefer  tlic  sup- 
pression of  the  militia  to  its  remaining  in  its 
present  altered  and  degraded  state.  He  ex- 
patiated on  the  constitutional  evils  of  remov- 
ing the  necessity  of  qualifications,  which  he 
thought  was  done  to  bring  the  militia  more 
into  the  power  of  the  Minister.  He  depre- 
cated the  practice  of  sending  the  militia  out 
of  the  country,  and  v.'hich  was  followed  vsp, 
he  observed,  with  the  more  injurious  measure 
of  rendering  it,  in  fact,  a  mere  drill  for  the 
regiments  of  the  line. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  observed,  he 
ought  to  apologize  to  their  Lordships  for  thus 
obtruding  himself  (two  or  three  Peers  having 
risen  at  the  same  time,  but  immediately  gave 
way  to  his  Royal  H-ghness),  when  there  were 
so  many  other  Peers  better  qualified  than  he 
was  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  subject ; 
but  he  assured  the  committee  he  should  not 
detain  them  many  minutes.  With  respect  to 
the  clause  before  them,  and  which  was  so 
strongly  objected  to,  he  observed,  the  effect 
of  it  was  merely  to  enable  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nants to  officer  the  militia  corps,  in  cases  of 
vacancy,  by  military  men.  The  objections, 
hov.'ever,  to  this  regulation  were  made  in  the 
way  of  an  apparent  insinuation  that  such 
would  be  a  breach  of  the  constitution.  Did 
he  view  the  operation  of  the  clause  in  that 
j  light,  he  assured  their  Lordships  he  would  be 
the  last  in  that  House  to  support  it :  but  he 
considered  the  measure  very  differently.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  Lord  Lieutenants  were 
required  to  fill  up  with  qualified  officers  ac- 
cording to  the  old  regulations ;  nay  more, 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  the  committee 
went  to  strengthen  the  established  principle 
of  the  old  militia,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled  the 
Lord  Lieutenants  to  look  for  qualified  officers 
in  other  counties  than  those  to  which  their 
corps  belonged,  which  they  were  not  previ- 
ously authorized  to  do.  This  he  considered 
as  a  constitutional  advantage,  as  it  could  not 
be  denied  but  that  a  gentleman  of  landed  pro- 
perty in  Yorkshire,  and  one  of  landed  pro- 
perty in  Wiltshire,  had  the  same  general  in- 
terest in  defending  the  country.  He  enter- 
tained no  doubts  of  qualified  officers  coming 
forward  in  its  defence ;  and  must  deprecate 
every  idea  of  disbanding  the  militia,  that  esta- 
blished constitutional  force.  The  proposed 
measure  he  regarded  as  one  dictated  by  ne- 
cessity, for  it  was  obvious  the  militia  couid 
not  be  brought  into  action,  or  marched,  with- 
out officers.  He  entertained  the-highest  pos- 
sible respect  for  the  militia,  yet  he  must  think 
the  introduction  of  military  men  would  he  of 
service.  Some  stress  was  laid  by  a  Noble 
Lord  on  the  circumstance  of  militia-men  be- 
ing sent  abroad  :  his  way  of  putting  the  case, 
however,  was  not  very  correct ;  the  army  was 
in  want  of  men,  at  the  time,  for  a  very  parti- 
cular and  important  occasion,  on  which  a  cer- 
tain number  of  iiiilitia-men  v/ere  authorized 


1503] 


PARLIAMEVTARY   DEBATES.— [April  4.] 


[1504 


by  Parliament  to  enter  into  the  regiments  of 
the  line,  did  they  choose  it,  a:;  voliuiLcers, 
as  the  militia  corps  could  not  constitutionally 
be  sent  out  of  the  country  ;  for,  v/ith  respect 
to  Ireland,  he  must  consider  it,  especially 
since  the  Union,  as  identified  with  thi:~,  and 
as  forming  but  one  countiy.  He  hoped  the 
militia  of  both  parts  of  the  Uniied  Kuigdom 
■w^ould  be  of  reciprocal  service.  On  these  ge- 
neral grounds  he  should  give  his  full  suppoit 
to  the  bill. 

Earl  RoMNEY,  in  reply  to  part  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Royal  Duke,  expiesscd  his  re- 
gret at  feeling  himself  obliged  to  differ  even 
on  the  slightest  point  from  his  Royal  Highness; 
but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  Ireland  was  very 
differently  circumstanced  from  Great  Britam 
in  regard  to  its  militia.  With  respect  to 
the  idea  of  abrogating  the  niilitia  force,  he 
eertair.ly  could  not  entertain  it,  as  applying  to 
the  present  period,  or  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  ihe  country,  but  as  a  measure,  un- 
der the  consideration  he  had  alluded  to,  de- 
sirable at  a  future  period. 

Lord  Redesdale  defended  the  conduct  of 
Government  v^ith  respect  to  the  militia,  and 
pointed  out  to  the  committee  the  essential  dif- 
ference between  the  constitution  of  the  militia 
force  as  a  permanent  peace  establishment,  and 
as  formed  for  purposes  of  war. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  followed  on 
the  same  ground,  and  defended  the  militia  as 
constituted  at  present,  in  \vhich  form  it  ren- 
dered the  most  e.'^sential  and  glorious  services 
to  this  country.  He  observed,  one  great  ad- 
vantage derivable  from  the  militia  was,  that  it 
superseded  the  necessity  of  having  recourse 
to  a  foreign  service  for  defensive  purposes. 
The  principle  upon  which  t'le  clause  objected 
to  proceeded,  was  by  no  means  new  in  the 
militia  system ;  there  were  acts  of  Parliament 
which  gave  a  suspending  power  with  respect 
to  a  proof  of  qualification.  He  thought  it 
better,  as  now  proposed,  to  vest  the  Lord 
Lieutenants  with  a  direct  power  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity ;  and  he  could  not  help  observing,  that 
the  ideas  suggested  by  the  Noble  Lords  oppo- 
site, was  rather  an  odd  way  of  shewing  their 
friendship  for  the  militia. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  could  not  refrain 
from  making  a  very  few  observations  on  the 
present  subject.  He  observed,  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  English  militia  serving  in 
Ireland  was  noticed  by  certain  Noble  Lords  in 
such  a  way,  as  if  those  troops  were  compelled 
by  Government  to  go  thither  against  their  incli- 
nations :  that,  however,  was  very  far  from  be- 
ing the  case  ;  the  militia  corps  in  this  country 
felt  for  the  situation  of  their  loyal  brethren  in 
that  country,  and,  with  a  zeal  and  alacrity 
which  r(  fli  ctcd  eternal  b.onour  on  them,  and 
would  lastingly  attach  the  loyal  iahab;tants  of 


Ireland  to  this,  volunteered  their  services  to 
assist  them.  Such  a  proceeding  was  not  an 
infringement  of  the  constitution,  and  wicked 
indeed  would  Ministers  have  been,  did  they 
refuse  such  offers.  With  respect  to  the  Union, 
no  man  could  possibly  approve  that  wished- 
for  conj^nmmation  more  than  himself.  But  to 
render  it  fully  effectual,  or  better  than  a  parch- 
ment recon!,  the  two  countries  should  assimi- 
late in  every  thing.  He  even  thought  there 
should  be  a  clause  in  the  present  bill  for  their 
service  in  Ireland,  as  it  is  already  done  v.ith 
regard  to  Scotland.  He  knew  not  what  dif- 
ference there  was  between  those  countries, 
equally  unittd  to  England,  unless  it  was  that 
the  one  required  a  voyage  of  about  sixty  miles 
to  reach  it.  Were  the  services  of  the  militia 
limittd,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  Noble 
Lords,  to  their  respective  counties,  it  may  be 
a  good  police  institution,  but  could  never  be 
an  efficient  military  force. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor,  in  reply  to  the  last 
speaker,  enforced  s(  me  of  his  former  objec- 
tions, and  contended  that  the  original  com* 
pact  made  with  the  militia  had  been  violated. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  protested 
against  the  idea  that  the  militia  were  drafted 
into  the  regiments  of  the  line ;  the  case  was* 
very  different,  the  act  only  enabled  them  to 
turn  out  as  volunteers. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  spoke  at  some 
length  in  explanation. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick,  in  reply  to  an  ob- 
servation of  the  last  speaker,  observed,  that 
the  officers  of  the  militia  in  Ireland,  with  the 
exception  of  the  colonels,  were  not  appointed 
by  the  Crown. 

Lord  Bolton  approved  of  the  present  mea- 
sure, but  observed,  he,  as  one  of  those  offi- 
cers authorized  to  act  by  the  bill,  should  not 
feel  himself  justified  in  accepting  the  offers 
of  unqualified  officers,  except  he  should  not 
be  able  to  meet  with  officers  qualified  accord- 
ing to  the  former  regulations;  of  which,  how- 
ever, his  Lordship  seemed  to  think  there  was 
no  danger. 

The  Marquis  of  Sligo,  adverting  to  the 
constitution  of  the  militia  of  Ireland,  ex- 
plained, that  the  officers  there  were  appointed 
in  the  same  way  as  in  this  country.  He  expa- 
tiated on  the  firm  attachment  of  the  Irish  in 
general  to  Great  Britain,  and  noticed  that  re- 
markable expression  of  the  national  wish  at 
the  famous  meeting  of  Dungannon — "  Let  us 
share  the  liberties  of  the  British  Isle!"  His 
Lordship  expressed  his  htart-felt  satisfaction  at 
wliat  had  fallen  from  the  Royal  Duke  respect.^ 
ing  the  reciprocal  services  of  the  militia  of 
Great  Britain  and  Irelaud, 
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Lard  Pelham  defended  the  measure  on  the 
general  grounds  adopted  by  Noble  Lords  at 
his  side  of  the  House. 

After  which,  some  further  discussion  took 
place,  chiefly  between  the  Earls  of  Radnor  and 
Carnarvon,  and  Lord  Hobart,  in  which  the 
last-mentioned  Peer  expressed  his  hope,  that 
in  general  the  provioion  would  be  unnecessary, 
save  in  a  few  counties,  where  it  may  be  found 
indispensable. 

The  question  was  called  for,  when  the 
strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  pepara- 
tory  to  a  division,' which,  however,  did  not 
take  place. 

The  remaining  clauses  of  the  bill  were  then 
agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and  the  House 
resuming,  ordered  the  report  to  be  received 
the  next  day. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  Jpril  a,^ — (See  Mimitej,  p.  668.) 

[James  trotter.] — Mi*.  Sheridan  ob- 
served, that  the  prisoner  could  not  be  heard 
again  at  the  bar  upon  the  present  chaige,  be- 
cause he  had  been  heard  already.  He  thought 
the  two  resolutions  of  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Tierncy)  perfectly  regular,  and  that  there  was 
no  occasion  at  present  to  go  beyond  them  : 
the  substance  of  these  resolutions  was,  that 
James  Trotter,  now  in  custody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Amis,  having  been  duly  summoned 
by  the  AvaiTant  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  order 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  committee,  and  hav- 
ing disobeyed  such  warrant  and  order,  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the 
House.  This  Mr.  Tierney  had  moved.  The 
next  with  which  he  proposed  to  follow  it  up 
was,  "  That  the  said  James  Trotter  be  com- 
*'  mitted  to  his  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate." 

Mr.  Bragg E  observed,  that  he  had  no  wish 
upon  this  subject,  but  that  the  House  should 
conform  to  the  principles  of  justice  :  he  had 
no  concern  with  any  of  the  parties  ;  he  hardly 
knew  the  name  of  the  individual  who  was 
the  subject  of  this  motion ;  but  he  thought 
tlie  House  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  hear 
the  prisoner  again,  from  the  course  the  House 
pursued  when  he  was  before  them.  The 
House  need  not  have  taken  that  course,  for  it 
had  full  power  to  act  upon  the  Report  of  the 
committee,  and  to  have  committed  the  pri- 
soner immediately;  but  the  House  had  not 
done  so,  but  ordered  another  course  to  be 
pursued,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  varied  the 
course  which  the  House  ought  to  pursue  now  ; 
and  now  he  thought  it  proper  to  hear  the  pri- 
soHer  again,  because,  liy  ordering  the  minutes 
to  be  laid  before  the  House,  they  had  aggra- 
vated the  prisoner's  case,  and  he  had  not  been 
■heard  in  answer  to  that  aggravation. 
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Mr.    Tierney   observed,   that    as   to    the 
course  now  proposed,  he  should  be  ready  to 
assent  to  it  on  certain  conditions,  which  were 
to  pursue  the  subject  further.     He  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  giving  v,ay  to  every  suggestion  that 
might  appear  favourable  to  the  individual  now 
in  custody ;  his  great  object  was  to  get  out 
the  whole  truth.     It  was  now  said  tlicre  were 
two  charges  against  this  man,  and  that  he  had 
been  heard  only  upon  one  of  them.     He  knew 
but  of  one  charge  against  the  prisoner,  James 
Trotter,  which   was,    that  he  had  disobeyed 
the  warrant  of  the  Speaker  of  that  House> 
and  an  order  of  the  Chairman  of  a  committee 
of  that  House ;  that  was  the  charge  against 
this  person  :    it  was,  indeed,  true,  that  that 
eh.'.rge    was    strengthened    by    the    evidence 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  House  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Ilepoit  of  the  committee,  which 
stated  him  to  be  in  contempt.    The  only  ques- 
tion upon  the  evidence  was,  whether  it  fur- 
nished ground  for  a  more  harsh  or  a  more  le- 
nient punishment  than  the  House  would  have 
thought  itself  called   upon   to  inflict,  in  case 
the  whole  matter  had  rested  upon  the  Report 
of  the  committee  :  But  the  House,  if  it  heard 
the  prisoner  again,  must,  injustice,  hear  the 
party  accusing  him  again;  and  the  House,  if 
theyfelt  any  inconvenience  in  tliis course,  would 
bear  in  mind  that  they  brought  it  upon  them- 
selves, for  the  course  was  for  them  to  commit 
the   prisoner  to  Newgate  at  once,  upon  the 
Report  of  the  committee,   by  \Ahich  he  ap- 
peared to   be  in  contempt ;   and  the  House 
would  recollect  also,  that  as  to  the  inconve- 
nience felt  by  the  prisoner,  it  was  also  an  in- 
conveiiicnce   which  he   had   wilfully  brought 
upon  himself.     For  his  part,  he  ft  It  that  he 
was  shewing  a  great   deal  of  foibearance  in 
not  carrying  this  matter  further,  nor  did  he 
wish  to  press  against  this  man  any  thing  harsh; 
but  if  this  matter  was  pursued,  and  any  other 
person  was  concerned  in  this  most  unfair  pio- 
ceeding,    he   ought    to   be   brought    forward 
and  properly  punished.     He  thought  it  an  in- 
teresting  matter  to  the  public,  that  all  the  ad- 
herents of  this  mar.  and  his  abettors,  and  per- 
haps the  founders  of  the  plan  by  which  the 
purposes  of  justice  had  been  defeated,   should 
be  punished.     The  motion  which  he  should 
regularly  make,  aft^r  the  present  ore  was  dis' 
posed   of,  would  Iv,  that  James  Trotter  be 
now  sent  to  Newgate.     If  he  should  hereafter 
petition  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
I  being  heard  to  explain  av/ay  any  misconcep- 
tion  he  may  say  had  been  entertauied  on  his 
I  case,  he  should  wish  the  House  to  hear  the 
I  petition  ;  but  if  that  should  be  done,  he  now 
I  gave  distinct  notice  that  he  should  lay  in  his 
\  claim  to   be   heaid  on    the   other  side.      He 
I  should  propose  to  examine  witne -ses,  and  to 
'  bring  home  very  serious  charges,  he  believed, 
I  against  some  other  persons,  sjme  of  high  s':a- 
1  tion.    He  had  reason  to  believe  that  this  would 
distinctly  appear  if  the  matter  was  inquired 
into,  and  that  was  a  matter  which  he  had 
*Kk 
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much  more  dc'ire  to  pursue  th?.n  the  punish- 
mert  of  this  individual.  Ke  now  on!)'  sh-nild 
move  that  this  person  should  be  committed 
to  Newgale  :  but  if  Trotttr  took  his  advice 
as  a  friend,  he  w  ,■  !d  go  to  Nev\-;!;ate  and  stay 
a  while  quic<'lv  *hMe,  and  siir  no  further  in 
the  matter.  In  point  of  public  justice,  mere 
oujht  to  be  done  in  this  buciners  than  he  was 
now  doin;j.  He  should  now  move,  that  James 
Trotter,  iicviug  been  duly  sumn-ioned  with 
the  Speaker's  warrant  and  Chairman's  order, 
&c.  and  disol.eyed  such  warrant  and  order, 
has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
this  HouEc. 

The  question  v.-as  put  and  carried  7i;}7n-ne 
contradkcnte. 

The  Speaker  then  sug-gested,  thTt  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  vote,  tliat  of  its  I>eing  vem'ine 
contradlcente,  O'Jglit  not  to  he  entered,  lest  it 
should  imply  a  doubt  upon  a  matter  which 
Vv'as  clear,  ard  have  some  elFect  upon  future 
proceedings :  by  entering  these  words  neynine 
contraiUcente.,  it  might  seem  as  if  the  House 
thought  a  case  might  happen  in  which  dis- 
obedience to  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker  was 
not  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  so  the  autho- 
rity of  the  House  migtit  be  weakened  in  fu- 
ture, by  endeavouring  to  mark  this  particular 
case  :  every  disobedience  to  the  warrant  of  the 
Speaker,  or  order  of  a  Chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee of  that  House,  vras  a  ele;n-  breach  of  pri- 
vilege, and  therefore  there  vv-as  no  propriety 
in  marking  one  case  more  than  another,  in 
the  event  of  such  disobedience  ;  the  vote  upon 
them  ahvays  ou.riit  to  pass  };c'}ni>ie  contradi- 
a-ate,  Init  never  to  be  so  entered,  lest  it 
might  bring  a  doubt  wliere  there  ought  to  be 
none. 

The  House  immediately  adopted  tins  sug- 
gestion from  the  Chair,  and  the  v.'ords  jiem. 
con.  vvcre  Icfc  out. 

Mr.  TiFRNEY  then  m.oved,  "  That  the  said 
"  James  Trotter  be,  for  his  said  oiFence,  com- 
*'  mittcd  to  his  Majesty's  gaol  of  I-Iewgate." 

Mr.  Bragge  observed,  that  he  had  heard 
nothing  which  had  changed  his  opinion  rela- 
tive to  the  course  which  the  House  ought  ul- 
timately to  take  in  this  proceeding.  He  had 
said,  that  in  substance  there  were  now  t\vo 
charges  agairst  this  person  instead  of  one : 
ist,  that  he  had  disobeyed  the  summons  of 
that  House  ;  2dly,  that  he  had  Vv-ilfully,  and 
irom  corrupt  motives,  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  that  House :  the  latter 
was  totally  distinct  from  the  former ;  to  one 
of  wliich  the  man  had  been  heard,  to  the 
other  he  had  not ;  for  the  one  therefore  he 
ought  to  be  punished  without  further  discus- 
sion, for  the  oJher  he  ought  to  be  heard  be- 
fore he  was  punished  at  all.  The  Hon.  Gent, 
whose  motion  was  now  before  the  House,  had 


a  right  to  say,  that  thus  absenting  himself 
was  a  crime  of  considerable  magnitude,  and 
that  it  was  aggravated  by  what  appeared  on 
the  miinutes  of  the  committee,  winch  had 
been  laid  before  the  House  ;  but  then  he  cor.ld 
not  help  thi'.iking  that  the  man  ought  to  be 
heard  as  to  the  matter  of  aggravati-.-n  :  but 
the  Hon.  Gent,  said,  he  had  no  ob"ection  to 
the  prisoner's  producing  evidence  in  his  de- 
fence :  now  if  he  did  not  object  to  his  pro- 
ducing evidence  in  his  defence,  how  could  he 
object  to  the  man's  being  heard  in  his  dcfcncL  i 
But  he  said,  that  if  Trotter  was  advised  to 
make  any  further  defence,  the  other  side 
must  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  evi- 
j  dcnce.  Kow,  this  he  could  not  assent  to  ;  he 
I  thought  it  impos;:ible  to  hear  any  more  evi- 
dence upon  the  subject.  It  was  impossible  to 
I  hear  any  further  evidence,  even  on  behalf  of 
j  the  prisoner  himself,  because  the  House  had 
I  already,  by  voting  that  the  prisoner  had  been 
I  guiity  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  decided  that 
he  mu:-t  be  punished,  and  the  House  could 
not  hear  any  evidence  against  that  decision. 
Still,  as  to  the  quantiun,  of  the  punishment, 
he  thoi'.glit  that  the  man  ought  to  be  heard, 
not  by  witnesses ;  he  never  had  an  idea  of 
that,  because  they  could  not  be  upon  oath, 
and  their  testimony  could  not  be  received 
against  that  which  was  upon  oath,  and  now 
bef^ore  the  Flouse  ;  but  he  mn'ght  be  allowed 
to  address  the  House  for  himself,  upon  the 
matter  urged  against  him  as  aggravation,  for 
upon  that  he  had  not  been  heard.  The  Hon. 
Gent,  stated,  that  the  absence  of  this  man 
was  a  crinii. — rhat  he  admitted;  and  he 
thought  upon  the  evidence,  that  the  absence 
must  be  taken  to  be  wilful.  The  Hon.  Gent. 
seemed  to  take  this  matter  up  on  behalf  of 
some  of  the  parties:  he  ha.d  no  kp.owledge  of 
that  sort ;  he  knew  nothing  of  the  case,  fur- 
tiier  than  as  it  appeared  from  the  evidence  ou 
the  table.  But  the  Hon.  Gent,  took  a  m.ore 
active  pait,  and  seemed  to  speak  fromi  further 
in;"orn;ation,  and  to  say  there  were  others  to 
I'C  implicated  in  this  matter,  if  further  inquired 
into :  he  then  said,  that  if  this  man  should  at 
any  time  petition  the  House  to  be  released, 
};e  shoiiid  move  another  inquiry.  Now  that 
v»-ou!vi  be  going  farther  than  he  thought 
the  Hon.  Gent,  ought  to  go.  However,  if 
the  prisor.er  was  brought  up  and  heard,  Mr. 
Bragge  said  Ids  purpose  would  be  answered. 

Mr.  TirRNEY  said,  he  did  not  see  what 
advantage  this  man  could  have  by  being  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House,  if  he  was  not  allowed 
to  give  evidence  ;  for  how,  without  evidence, 
could  he  hope  to  alter  the  feeling  of  the  House 
upon  the  case  ?  He  had  no  objection  to  evi- 
dence being  given  in  behalf  of  this  unfortu- 
nate mian,  for  it  was  not  punishment  on  him 
that  was  his  main  object — he  wanted  to  deve- 
lope  the  scene.  He  had  been  considered  by 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  v.ho  spoke  last,  as  if  he 
was  some  agent  of  the  parties  in  this  business; 


iSog] 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.— [April  6.] 


[^^lo 


he  was  no  such  character.     He  certainly  did  |  inquiry  would   not  encroach  upon  the  provi 
hear  from  Sir  John  Henderson   the  nature  of 


ons  of  Mr.  Greuville's  bill,  becaiir.e  this  was 
this  case;  and  he  knew  no  reason  whatever  '  not  an  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  election, 
whv  a  Member  of  Parliament  should  not  hear  i  which  had  b.-:en  sutiled  by  the  committee,  and 


the  case  of  a  party  aggrieved,  who  came  to 
the  House  to  ask  redress — as  a  Member  of 
Parliament  he  addressed  the  House  on  such  a 
case.  As  to  taking  an  active  pr.rt  either  one 
way  or  the  other,  he  saw  no  impropriety  in 
that,  so  that  a  man  followed  the  conviction  of 
his  own  mind.  He  denied  that  he  took  upon 
himself  this  matter  as  an  agent  of  a  party. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  ought  to  recollect,  that 
none  wf  this  m.atter  of  aggravation  was  recom- 
mended ;it  first  by  him  ;  for  the  course  which 
he  advised  was,  that  the  House  ought  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  upon  the  Report  of  the  com- 
mittee, v.-hich  coiu-ce,  had  the  House  taken 
it,  would  have  saved  all  the  trouble  wi;ich 
must  now  be  taken.  Under  these  impressions, 
be  could  not  help  feeling  a  little  sore,  under 
the  idea  of  being  called  upon  in  this  manner: 
he  should  repeat,  that  he  had  reason  to  be 
perfectly  convinced,  that  if  this  matter  was 
followed  up,  certain  foul  proceedings  would 
appear,  and  facts  would  come  out  against 
some  very  high  persons ;  and  he  thought,  that 
instead  of  accusing  him  of  going  further  tlian 
he  ought,  some  parties  ought  to  thank  him 
for  his  lenity. 

Mr.  Braggk  saw  no  reason  why  the  Hon. 
Gent,  should  feel  sore  at  any  thing  that  was 
said  ;  there  was  nothing  intended  to  hurt  him. 
If  he  knew  of  any  underhand  proceeding  in 
this  business,  he  might  make  it  the  subject  of 
a  substantive  motion  :  all  that  was  said  upon 
that  by  him  was,  that  the  Hon.  Gent,  seemed 
to  have  some  inform.ation  from  one  of  the  par- 
ties in  this  proceeding.  Mr.  Braggc  retained 
his  opinion  that  Trotter  orght  to  be  heard 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  aggravation  of 
his  case,  because  upon  that  matter  he  had  not 
been  heard  at  all ;  but  that  he  could  call  no 
witnesses. 

Mr.  Sheridan  differed  from  both  the  Hon. 
Gent,  who  had  spoken  on  the  subject,  both 
on  the  former  day,  and  the  present  occasion, 
for  he  thought  that  the  matter  ought  now  to 
be  concluded.  The  prisoner  could  have  no 
more  to  say,  for  he  had  been  heard  already, 
and  his  crime  stood  established,  and  was  even 
admitted  by  himself.  But  as  to  evidence  be- 
ing giv;u  on  the  part  of  this  man's  accuser, 
what  would  that  be  but  trying  this  cause  over 
again  ;  and,  perhaps,  implicating  parties  who 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard, 
and  perhaps,  too,  upon  charges  of  a  very  se- 
rious nature?  This  would  be  bringing  forward 
again  the  v.hole  case  of  the  election,  which 
had  been  already  decided  by  the  cc^umittee, 
and  would  be  superseding  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Grenville's  bill. 

Mr.  Fran  KLAN»  thought  that  the  proposed 


whose  decision  was  not  to  be  reviewed  by  the 
House;  but  it  was  an  inquiry  into  collateral 
matter,  which  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Gren- 
ville's bill  did  not  touch,  and  in  which  the 
House  was  «t  liberty  to  proceed  according  to 
its  usage,  as  if  Mr.  Grenville's  bll  had  never 
passed. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  the  said 
James  Trotter,  i'or  his  said  offenee,  be  com- 
mitted to  his  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate. — Or- 
dered !U'?n.  CC71. 
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Wednesilay,  April  6. — (See  Minutes,  p.  668.) 
[Militia    officers'    bill.  —  Lord    Ho- 


BART  moved  the  third  readin 
officers'  bill 


of  the  mihtia 


The  Earl  of  Radnor  took  the  opportunity 
to  propose  some  flight  amendments  in  certain 
parts  of  the  bill,  which  vs^ere  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  being  read  a  third  time, 
The  Earl  of  Radnor  roe  to  prop-ose  the 
introduction  of  a  clause  by  way  oi  rider  to 
the  bill,  the  particulars  of  which  he  stated  to 
their  Lordships  ;  but  the  leading  effect  he  de- 
scribed, Vt'ould  be  to  restore  the  command  of 
those  companies  to  the  field  ofTicers  of  the 
militia  corps,  of  v/h%-h,  by  the  regulations 
not  long  since  adopted,  they  wee  deprived, 
but  which  were  still  held  by  officers  of  cor- 
respontling  rank  in  regiments  of  the  line.  In 
recommending  the  clause  to  the  adoption  of 
the  House,  his  Lordship  recapitulated  some 
of  his  former  observations  on  the  proceedings 
with  respect  to  the  militia,  and  urged,  that 
besides  tending  so  far  to  restore  the  militia  to 
its  original  constitutional  principle,  it  would 
diminish  the  difBculty  of  finding  officers  pro- 
perly qualified,  by  lessening  the  number  of 
captains  in  each  corps.  The  Noble  Earl  also 
made  some  observations  Vv'ith  respect  to  the 
subordinate  parts  of  the  clause,  and  concluded 
by  regularly  moving  for  its  adoption. 

Lord  Hobart  felt  himGelf  called  upon, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  to  resist  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  clause.  In  the  first 
place,  he  observed,  it  would  directly  contro- 
vert a  legislative  provision  made  in  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  by  which  that  altera- 
tion, proposed  after  a  due  consideration  of 
the  point,  was  deemed  advisable.  The  ef- 
fect of  that  regulation,  which  he  thought 
likely  to  be  advantageous,  they  had  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  experiencing ;  and  he  was 
of  opinion,  that,  at  least,  such  an  cpporcunity 
*  Kk  a 
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should  be  given.  Nor  was  this  tlie  only  ob- 
jection he  entertained  against  the  clause;  it 
v.-oald  go,  in  a  great  degree,  to  render  ineffi- 
cacious one  of  the  leading  provisions  of  the 
bill  itself,  as  it  would  so  far  give  a  greater  la- 
titude to  the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenants 
in  these  respects,  than  was  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  bill.  Th^  Noble  Secretary  here 
described  the  efToct  and  intention  of  that  part 
of  the  bill  to  v.'hich  he  alluded,  and  having 
argumentatively  enforced  the  above  points, 
Concluded  hy  observing,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  the  clause  moved  by  the  Noble  Earl. 

Earl  Spkncer  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  question  at  some  length,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  expatiated  on  the  importance  of  the 
militia  ris  a  constitutional  defensive  force,  and 
expressed  his  regret  at  the  alterations  which 
had  been  laely  made  in  that  system.  He 
thought  the  bill  before  the  House,  in  that  point 
of  \'e\v,  one  of  considerable  importance,  and, 
with  respect  to  it,  he  must  observe,  that  no 
case  of  necessity  for  it  had  been  made  out  by 
Ministers,  which  he  thought  should  have  been 
done  before  they  could  be  justified  in  calling 
upon  the  Legislature  to  adopt  provisions  so 
contradictory  to  the  constitutional  principles 
of  the  militia  as  originally  establiiJied.     On 


had  also  lain  dormant  till  within  these  five 
years,  since  which  time  they  have  been 
brought  into  use,  and,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  to 
the  injury  of  many  worthy  men.  Among  the 
members  of  the  church  of  England,  he  had 
to  contemplate  with  pleasure  many  characters 
who  were  the  highest  honour  to  the  nation  ; 
men  of  simple  habits,  amiable  disposition, 
and  laborious  life,  who  were  liable  to  feel  the 
effect  of  one  of  these  old  statutes,  and  who 
would  rather  redeem  themselves  with  money, 
than  sutler  the  exposure  wliich  an  information, 
founded  on  the  act  of  Henry  VHL  would  en- 
force. Notwithstanding,  it  was  his  wish  that 
some  measure  should  be  adopted  to  make  the 
clergy  attentive  to  the  duties  of  the  church. 
As  the  laws  stood  at  present,  relative  to  the 
duty  of  clergymen,  they  doubtle.s  contained 
much  defect ;  and  it  was  high  time  to  do  what 
my  Lord  Coke  had  recommended  above  .i 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  that  w.ts,  to  re- 
vise the  statutes  applicable  to  the  regulation 
of  the  church.  By  the  advice  of  his  fiiendj 
he  had  undertaken  to  give  this  subject  serious 
consideration,  and  it  would  give  him  consi- 
derable pleasure,  if  he  could  serve  a  respect- 
able class  of  men,  consistently  with  the  safety 
of  religion  and  the  morality  of  the  country. 
On  a  former  occasion,  when  this  subject  was 


these  general  grounds,  he  was  inclined  to  sup-  \  discussed,  he  had  expressed  his  wish  that  tiru 


port  the  proposition  of  the  Noble  Earl,  whose 
particular  observations  in  recommendation  of 
the  clause  his  Lordship  also  enforced. 

The  question  was  then  put,  the  proposed 
clause  was  rejected,  .and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  and  a  message  sent  to  ac- 
4  liint  the  Comraons  therev/ith. 
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[Clergy  non-residence  h/ll.]  —  Sir 
VV.Li.iAM  Scott  addressed  the  House  upon 
the  natUi-e  of  the  bill  he  m.eant  to  otter  to 
the  consider.'.tion  of  Parliament.  Ik  said  it 
was  not  his  inteiUion  to  trespass  on  the  House 
any  length  of  time,  as  tlie  subject  had  under- 
gone much  discussion  at  various  times ;  but 
he  considered  it  necessary  to  observe,  th.it 
ever  since  the  establishment  of  religion  in  tiiis 
country,  there  v/ere  existing  laws  wliieii  regu- 
lated the  national  chJirch,  and  these  laws  pos- 
sessed considerable  merit,  and  evinced  the 
wisdom  of  those  legislators  who  fr.n'ied  them, 
and  which  enforced  the  clergy  to  gi\e  tlie 
strictest  attention  to  tlie  duties  of  the  chureii, 
as  well  as  alluvving  a  certain  provision  to  ren- 
der lier  members  in  every  respect  comfortable. 
But  these  ancient  laws  had  for  centuries  lain 
dormant.  Tlicre  v-.ere  also  several  acts  of  a 
more  recent  date  ;  in  Lord  Bacon's  time,  laws 
v.-ere  fram.d  for  the  regulation  of  the  clergy  ; 
the  letter  a,nd  spirit  of  them  were  nearly  the 
«a!.ie  as  those  of  an  anterior  date,  but  which 


should  be  given  to  deliberate  on  the  bill  then 
before  the  House ;  but  every  Member  must 
recollect  what  a  mob  of  bills  rushed  through 
the  House,  in  the  last  agony  of  passing ;  yet 
he  did  not  expect  that  the  former  bill  would 
have  been  one  of  them.  With  respect  to  the 
present  bill,  he  would  inform  the  House  expli- 
citly, that  it  is  fundamentally  the  same  as  the 
former  bill.  The  bill  he  was  about  to  submit 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  House,  contained  an 
exemption  to  several  persons;  whether  this 
was  right  lie  would  leave  the  House  to  decide. 
He  had  not  r.rulc  any  provision  for  the  paro- 
chial cIiTgy,  n.!t  but  it  would  be  right  to  do 
so,  but  he  thoug'i:  it  ought  to  come  from  ano- 
ther quarter.  Tl  was  his  wish  that  the  par- 
sonage-houses sliould  be  put  in  proper  repair 
for  the  reception  of  their  proper  inhabitants  : 
Ironi  the  great  decay  these  dwellings  had  been 
suftered  to  go  into,  many  clergymen  were 
under  the  necessity  of  residing  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  th(  ij-  duty.  As  to  those  benefices 
to  which  titeie  is  nn  i;<nipe  attached,  son^e 
provision  oriv-ht  to  be  mac'e  to  render  the 
clergy  more  cinnfortable.  V.'ith  respect,  said 
tlie  r,earned  fjeut.  to  the  snrall  benefices, 
something  Isas  been  done  by  Mr,  Gilbert's  act, 
but  he  thought  it  had  not  gone  far  enough  to 
be  of  real  service  to  this  order  of  the  clergy. 
I'hc  method  he  should  propose  would  be, 
that  Goveumicnt  should  advance  a  large  sum 
of  nionev',  as  a  fund,  to  mend  the  stipends  of 
curates  ;  this  he  thought  necessary  for  the  l>et- 
ter  support  of  those  numerous,  worthy,  labo- 
rious men,  on  whom  the  religion  and  morality 
of  the  country  much  depended,     lie  wo'jld 
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not  wound  the  feelings  of  the  House,  by  any 
recital  of  the  gloomy  stories  which  had  been 
communicated  to  him,  of  the  extreme  distress 
these  gentlemen  have  suffered  since  the  net  of 
Henry  VIII.  has  been  put  in  force,  as  it  has 
been  the  means  of  their  losing  those  livings 
which  just  gave  them  bread.  The  letters  he 
had  received  from  clergymen  of  ihis  descrip- 
tion, who  are  now  in  the  greatest  misery, 
afFccted  his  mind  much  ;  he  therefore  hoped 
some  measure  would  be  adopted  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Parliament  to  relieve  their  necessities. 
Tlie  alteration  of  Queen  Anne's  act  has  made 
some  progress  to  relieve  the  evil  of  small  bene- 
fices, and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  future  con- 
sideration, v.'liether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
consolidate  Queen  Anne's  bounty  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  small  livings.  He  had  not  made 
any  provision  for  the  sister  church,  if  that 
might  be  called  the  sister  church,  which  was 
identically  the  same.  The  Learned  Member 
said  he  had  nothing  farther  to  observe  at  pre- 
sent on  the  bill ;  but  he  hoped  that  it  might  go 
through  a  committee  after  the  recess,  as  it 
possibly  may  be  better  regulated  in  a  com- 
mittee than  on  a  first  reading, — If,  on  the 
perusal  of  the  bill,  the  House  should  express 
their  satisfaction,  he  should  be  happy  that  he 
had  been  the  means  of  rendering  an  effectual 
service  to  a  large  and  valuable  body  of  gentle- 
men, who  have  been  much  disturbed  within 
these  few  years,  by  the  letter  of  an  old  act  of 
Parliament. — But  if  the  bill  should  be  i'ound, 
by  the  good  sense  of  the  House,  not  to  an- 
swer the  intended  purpose,  he  should  be  one 
of  the  first  to  relinquish  it.  He  however 
hoped,  that  it  would  be  found  calculated  to 
answer  every  purpose  for  which  it  was  design- 
ed ;  therefore  he  should  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  preventing  spiritual  persons 
from  holding  farms,  and  to  enforce  their  re- 
sidence on  their  benefices. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,   April  7.    (See  Mhnifes,  ju  669.) 

[Grenada  loan.] — The  report  of  the 
Grenada  loan  bill  was  taken  into  consideration, 
with  the  amendments,  and  ordcied  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  WiLRERFORCE  rosc,  and  entered  into 
a'  long  account  of  our  first  connexion  with  the 
West  Iiidia  planters:  he  observed,  that  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  wisdom  and  policy 
of  Government  in  giving  their  support  to'thos'e 
planters  at  one  period,  he  did  not  think  it 
politic  to  continue  it  at  the  present  time. 
When  the  measure  was  first  discussed  in  the 
House,  Parliament  were  informed,  that  the 
money  applied  for  would  be  very  soon  repaid, 
an_d  that  the  llmise  v.'ould  not  be  troubled 
with  any  future  ajiplication  for  money;  but 
c-.ery  Member  in  the  House  must  know  that 
had  iiov  been  the  case :  repeated  applications 


had  been  since  made  to  Parliament  for  ad- 
ditional assistance,  and  repeated  sums  voted 
by  the  House  for  the  suppoit  of  the  West 
India  trade.  Different  periods  had  also  been 
mentioned  for  the  repayment  of  the  money 
advanced  by  Government ;  but  th<;  House 
well  knew  that  it  had  Ixen  a  promise  without 
a  performance.  A  large  sum  of  money  was 
granted  in  the  year  1799^  for  the  service  of 
our  West  India  connexion,  and  not  long  after 
this  period  an  application  was  made  for  a 
longer  time  to  repay  the  borrowed  sumsi  He 
was  ready  to  acknov/ledge  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  West  India  security,  but  he 
thought  their  applications  grew  upon  us;  we 
therefore  ought  to  be  cautious  how  we  make 
use  of  the  public  money.  And  he  did  not 
doubt  but  every  Member  in  the  House  was 
acquainted  with  this  fact,  that  year  after  year 
application  has  been  made  to  pay  the  St. 
Vincent's  and  Grenada  loan,  and  that  the  appli- 
cation was  always  granted  without  much  oppo- 
sition. He  must  acknowledge  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  longer  the  planters  had  our 
money,  the  period  for  repaying  it  was  farther 
removed.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  money 
might  have  been  employed  much  better  than 
sending  it  to  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the 
world ;  indeed  the  late  attacks  which  have 
been  made  on  the  V^est  India  islands,  as  well 
as  their  internal  inquietude,  do  not  promise 
much  return  for  our  assistance  :  it  is  therefore 
necessary  I  hat  the  House  should  consider  the 
value  of  our  money,  and  the  many  valuable 
uses  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  before  they 
vote  it  away  for  the  support  of  an  unprofitable 
connexion.  He  had  long  been  of  opinion,  that 
property  was  not  to  be  considered  safe  in  that 
country,  and  it  would  be  extremely  impolitic 
on  the  p.irt  of  Government,  to  lend'large  sums 
of  money  for  foreign  use  :  in  his  mund  it  v/ould 
be  a  dangerous  practice,  and  if  often  carried 
into  effect,  the  nation  would  feel  its  bnd  conse-  ' 
quences.  It  had  been  rumoured  that  this  money 
was  employed  for  various  purposes  foreign  to 
its  intended  application,  but  he  did  not  mean 
to  say  there  was  any  truth  in  the  report :  the 
only  object  he  had  in  view,  was  a  proper 
application  of  the  public  money ;  he  thought, 
that  if  our  money  was  employed  in  our  own 
country,  it  would  answer  the 'purpose  of  Go- 
vcrnm.ent  better  than  in  giving  it  to  the  West 
India  islands.  If  he  could  judge  from  the 
conduct  of  Government,  it  was  their  wish  to 
get  rid  of  the  public  money.  These,  he  said, 
were  his  candid  sentiments  on  the  Grenada 
loan  bill ;  and  instead  of  advancing  any  addi- 
tional sums  of  money  to  the  West  India 
planters,  we  ought  to  lose  no  time  in  getting 
back  the  money  we  have  already  advanced. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  was  sure  it  must  have  been  felt  by  the 
House,  while  his  Hon.  Friend  was  spcakin-, 
that  a  great  part  of  his  argument  v^-as  addressc^l 
to  them  against  the  policy  of  the  m.casure  it- 
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self,  and  not  to  the  circumstances  of  Grenada 
and  St.  Viiiceni'i-,  eifher  in  the  year  1795,  or 
at  present.  His  Hon,  Friend  had  said,  that  by 
some  Gentlen"ien  that  aid  had  been  i-epresented 
as  a  prolitable  and  hirrative  application  of  the 
public  money,  and  his  Hon.  Friend  had  stated 
it  as  muney  lent  out  at  interest  to  those  per- 
sons who  were  the  objects  of  it.  He  thought 
indeed  it  was  both  profitably  and  lucratively 
laid  out  at  interest,  but  not  in  the  way  stated 
by  his  Hon.  Friend,  who  had  said  some  things 
which  he  could  not  hear  from  him  withuut 
regret,  particularly  as  the  statement  was  made 
by  one  of  so  much  general  correctness  of  judg- 
ment. A  great  part  of  the  argument  of  his 
Hon.  Friend  went  to  underrate  the  v^ilae  of 
the  object,  for  which  this  aid  was  given  to  the 
trade  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's,  and  he 
had  suggested  that  it  was  employed  in  a  differ- 
ent way  from  that  which  was  professed  to 
have  been  the  object  of  it ;  that  it  had  been 
employed  on  the  subject  of  the  slave-trade,  or 
cultivation  for  extending  that  traffic.  Nov\', 
Ivlr.  Addington  said,  he  hoped,  let  the  senti- 
iViCnts  of  that  liouse  be  what  they  mnght  on 
the  slave-trade,  it  had  not  made. up  its  mind 
to  do  any  thing  that  was  unfavourable  to  the 
prosperity  of  any  of  our  "West  India  colonies. 
Did  his  Hon.  Friend  not  recollect  that  every 
hogshead  of  sugar,  and  eveiy  puncheon  of 
rum,  and  every  other  article  of  the  produce  of 
our  West  India  colonies  was  material  to  us,  at> 
it  tended  to  sustain  the  public  credit  of  this 
country,  by  coiitributing  its  share  in  defraying 
our  expenditure  ?  Did  his  Hc-n.  Friend  not 
recollect,  and  feel  how  much  the  West  India 
trade  in  general  contributed  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  maritime  strength  of  this  country  ?  He 
was  persuaded,  th.at  his  Hon.  Friend  would 
upon  reilection  feel  tlie  weight  of  these  obser- 
vations, a:id  he  was  confident  tiiat  the  House 
would  not  suffer  any  considerations,  even  of 
humanity,  to  mi:;  with  the  consideration  of 
policy  to  v/liich  he  had  adverted,  as  it  might 
be  supposed  to  bear  en  the  measure  now  be- 
fore the  Houce  ;  and  in  this  he  was  confident 
he  should  have  the  concurrence  of  his  Hon. 
Friend,  for  he  v/;is  confident  it  was  possible 
for  m.any  who  wished  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade,  to  .-ittach  the  highest  importance 
to  our  West  India  colonies  and  trade  ;  but  his 
Hon.  Frier.d  stated  the  danger  which  might 
arite  from  Governm.ent  len-ding  money  to  per- 
sons over  whom  it  might  afterwards  have  an 
influence, — Could  thio  be  seriously  stated  in 
the  House  of  Common:-  r — Was  this  a  loan  from 
Government  to  icdividaals  : — No;  it  was  an 
aid  given  by  Parliament  to  a  particular  part  of 
trade  connected  with  the  public  interest  of  the 
state.  The  sum  w^as  voted  not  by  Govern- 
mentj  but  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  in- 
dividuals net  connected  vvith  Governn-;ent,  to 
be  distributed,  and  security  taken  for  Ihe  re- 
payment of  it,  not  by  Government,  but  by 
persons  appointedfor  that  office  by  Parliament'; 
£0  that  his  Hon.  Friend's  apprehension  in  that 


respect  was  unfounded.  His  Hon.  Friend  had 
also  obseiTed,  that  Governm,.  iit  ought  to 
know  whether  the  money  already  advanced 
under  this  bill  had  been  properly  applied  or 
not ;  whethier  some  of  the  parties  had  not 
made  use  of  it  for  the  purposes  of  extending 
the  cultivation  of  other  lands  besides  those 
that  wxre  in  a  state  of  cultivation  at  the  time 
when  this  bill  was  first  introduced?  To  this 
the  answer  was,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  act  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  bill,  to  see  that  the  aid  of  Par- 
liament should  not  be  improperly  applied ; 
and  he  did  nnt  think  it  proper  to  apply  it  to 
the  purposes  of  extended  cultivation  ;  but,  as 
to  the  security  of  repaym.ent  of  the  money 
granted  under  the  authority  of  this  legislative 
measure,  he  could  assure  his  Hon.  F.iend, 
that  Government  had  taken  great  pains  to 
ascertain  whether  the  parties  were  able  to 
discharge  the  engagements  they  entered  into 
on  receiving  this  aid;  and  they  were,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result 
of  that  inquiry,  Vi-hieh  was  made  by  commu's- 
sioners  acting  imder  the  .authority  of  that 
House.  But  it  appeared  also,  from  equal  au- 
thority, that  the  individuals  to  whom  the  ac- 
commodation was  granted,  could  not,  without 
incurring  more  than  inconvenience,  discharge 
their  engagements  in  the  present  year.  W^hat 
then  was  now  asked  ?  Not  a  renew%al  of  aid, 
but  a  continuance  of  indulgence,  from  the  last 
session  of  Parliament  for  one  year  longer. 
What  was  the  proposition  in  regard  to  the  in- 
dulgence alieady  granted?  That  200,00c/. 
out  of  the  remaining  sum  should  be  discharged 
in  the  course  of  one  year,  and  the  same  sum 
in  the  follovving  year,  so  that  the  whole  will 
be  discliarged  in  three  years  from  the  present 
time.  It  was  to  be  recollected  that  one  third 
was  discharged  already,  together  with  an  in- 
terest, not  to  call  it  lucrative,  but  a  limited 
interest  of  5  per  cent,  and  if  the  House  Vv-ould 
refer  to  the  price  of  sugar  at  the  time  this 
indulgence  was  first  granted,  and  the  price  of  it 
for  the  last  two  years,  they  v.'ould  see  clearly 
the  ground  on  v/hich  that  indulgence  was 
granted.  The  House  had  already  acted  on  the 
ground  that  extraordinary  indulgence  ought 
to  be  shev,-n,  and  in  so  doing  the  House  had 
proceeded  with  caution.  In  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Parli:n-nent,  a  bounty  had  been  granted 
on  the  exportation  of  sugar,  in  co;:sequenee 
of  the  low  price,  occasioned  by  a  glut  in  the 
niarket  at  home,  fiom  the  arrival  of  large 
cargoes  from  the  West  Indies.  Under  tliese 
circumstances  those  who  suiFcred  in  this  re- 
spect, did  so  more  than  formerly,  and  they 
stated  to  the  Houce  all  the  circumstances,  by 
Avhich  it  appeared,  that  by  an  ordinary  price 
of  sugar,  they  will  be  able  to  pay  off  200,000/. 
in  the  present  year,  and  a  similar  sum  in  each 
of  th.e  succeeding  years,  so  that  in  three  years 
the  whole  of  th.e  engagement  of  these  persons 
with  the  public  will  be  fulfilled;  and  the 
question  now  was ;  whether  the  House  would 
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continue  the  measure  which  had  been  ah-eady 
adoj'ted  for  to  mar.y  yt.irs  with  so  much  ad- 
varjtMge,  or  would  contnict  its  disposition,  and 
subject  these  gentlemen,  and  all  the  property, 
perhaps,  cf  Jamaica,  to  ;;omething  more  than 
inccnvcnitice  ?  He  thought  with  his  Hon. 
Friend,  ibat  this, was  an  occasion  wiiich  called 
for  the  vigilance  of  the  House  ;  not  for  its 
jealousy,  but  its  attention.  Icr  tJere  was  no- 
thing to  suspect,  but  much  to  encourage  ;  and 
on  a  view  of  all  1  he  circumstances  oithis  case, 
he  was  convinc-.-d  that  the  House  would  not 
only  act  libeniiy,  but  wisely,  by  acceding  to 
the  present  pru'position. 

Sir  Robert  Pfel  said,  he  was  relieved 
from  a  ccnriderable  anxiety  by  what  the  House 
had  just  heard  from  the  Minister ;  for  it  w,i:;  a 
subject  that  interested  him  greatly,  and  he  did 
conceive  it  to  be  a  subject,  which,  if  discussed 
by  men  conipetcnt  to  that  discussiop,  would 
appear  in  proportion  as  it  was  discussed,  im- 
portant and  interesting,  not  merely  to  the 
^'/est  Indies,  and  to  persons  concerned  in  that 
trade,  but  to  the  people  at  large  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  we  live,  and  even  the  great 
landed  interest  cf  this,  not  less  than  any  other 
class  of  persons  :  it  was  therefore  on  this  prin- 
ciple that  he  defended  and  supported  the 
measure  now  before  the  House.  What  gave 
rise  to  this  loan  : — he  did  not  call  it  a  grant. 
Was  it  an  unwice  and  imprudent  speculation 
of  a  set  of  men  who  had  no  interest  in  the 
weliare  of  this  country,  v»'i{h  whom  the  m:ea- 
sure  originated  ?  No  ;  had  it  not  been  miade  ap- 
pear that  it  was  a  measure  of  the  wisest  policy, 
to  protect  oar  property  in  the  West  Indies,  at 
a  time  when,  without  it,  perhaps,  it  would 
have  been  questionable,  whether  Government 
itself  could  have  done  so  ? — There  was  no 
blame  attached  to  Government  in  consequence 
of  that  state  of  things  at  that  time  in  the  West 
Indies;  it  arose  from  circum.stances  which 
were  unavoidable.  He  spoke  with  perfect  in- 
dependence upon  this  subject ;  for  he  did  not 
so  much  as  know  the  gentlemen  who  solicited 
the  assistance  of  Parliament. — They  applied 
for  pecuniary  aid  from  the  House,  not  to  in- 
cur any  expanse  to  this  country,  but  merely 
for  aid  until  their  own  affairs  should  come 
round ;  and  in  the  granting  of  which  the 
greatest  advantage  might  be  derived  to  the 
trade  of  the  West  Indies,  which  was  so  mate- 
rial to  the  wliole  of  this  empire.  He  was  not 
only  well  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  this 
application  to  Parliament,  but  he  was  also 
Eurprited  very  much  they  did  not  come  for- 
ward with  claims  cf  a  much  stronger  nature; 
that  they  did  not  apply  to  be  reimbursed  sonie 
losses  which  they  sustained  in  consequence  of 
a  certain  pressure  which  came  on  them.. — The 
claim  thty  brought  forward  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, moderate,  nor  was  it  an  appeal  to  the 
humanity  of  the  Lej,islature,  ot  to  the  feelings 
of  individuals,  but  an  application  to  the  goo.1 
sense  and  the  justice  of  those  who  were  best 


acquainted  with  the  true  and  enlarged  Interests 
of  this  country.  The  Legislature  saw  it  in 
that  light,  and  afl'crded  assistance  to  tlic  per- 
sons who  made  the  application  ;  in  w-hich  it 
had  acted  wisely,  fcjr  he  had  ever  consicVered 
that  West  India  property  was  a  pail  of  the 
interest  of  this  country,  and  which  had  a  per- 
fect claim  to  the  protection  cf  Govcniment. 
It  was  immaterial  to  him  v.  hetherthe  produce 
of  it  was  consumed  here  or  in  any  other  part 
of  th.e  globe;  it  was  enough  for  him  that  it 
constituted  pait  of  the  strength,  as  indeed  it 
did  the  sinew,  which  was  the  marine  strength 
of  this  country;  for  it  was  impossible  not  to 
know  that  our  ships  of  war  derived  much  of 
their  vigour  from  rhi-s  trade  ;  and  those  who 
conceived  that  the  landed  inteiest  of  this 
country  was  not  intimately  connected  with 
this  interest,  were  but  superficial  politicians. 
One  would  have  imagined  from  seme  things 
thrown  out  in  the  course  of  discussing  this 
micasure,  that  Government  had  been  nipipant 
in  lending  this  money,  when,  in  fact,  Govern- 
ment acted  in  a  manner  that  did  it  the  greatest 
credit,  and  by  which  they  removed  a  very- 
considerable  tm.barrassment,  not  only  from 
Grenada  and  St.  Vinccrt's,  but  from  this 
country  itself,  which  must  have  been  ultimate- 
ly affected  if  this  measure  had  not  been  adopt- 
ed. Tne  measure  had  hitherto  been  attended 
by  the  best  effects,  and  by  no  inconveniences; 
but  if  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  by 
the  exertion  of  his  talents,  should  impress  the 
House  with  an  idea  that  this  measure  was  art 
improper  one,  he  would  do  an  act  of  great 
mischief,  because  he  would  do  an  injury  to 
the  trade  and  manufacture  of  this  country,  for 
indeed  they  derived  great  support  from  the 
trade  which  this  bill  was  calculated  to  protect; 
and  he  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  see  any 
Ministers  in  this  country  inattentive  to  these 
considerations.  He  conceived  this  measure 
calculated  for  the  interest  of  the  whole,  not  a 
part,  of  our  commurrity.  It  had  been  said, 
that  our  property  in  the  West  Indies  was  of  a 
precarious  nature.  Good  God  !  that  was  the 
strongest  reason  upon  earth  why  it  should  be 
assisted  in  tim.e  of  need  by  the  strong  arm  of 
Government.  If  it  cculd  not  be  supported 
without  our  aid,  then  they  had  a  double  claim 
— one  upon  our  policy,  the  other  on  our 
justice.  In  whatever  light  he  considered  this 
measure,  it  met  his  enliie  approbation,  al- 
though he  should  always  be  glad  to  see  thisj 
as  well  as  every  other  matter,  watched  and 
examined. 

Dr.  Lawrence  said,  he  had  not  heard  any 
thing  to  convince  him  that  cur  support'to  the 
West  India  trade  would  be  injurious  to  this 
country.  A  loan  had  been  granted  from  time 
to  time  ;  it  v/as  a  principle  that  had  been  acted 
upon  with  great  benefit  to  this  nation  ;  and  he 
considered  it  the  duty  of  Government  to  pro- 
tect the  West  India  trade.  If  v.e  were  to 
withdraw  our  support,   he  would  ask  what 
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would  become  of  the  natives,  a  numerous 
body  of  persons  wlio  were  now  employed  to 
prepare  those  articles  of  commerce,  which 
form  an  important  part  of  our  trade  ?  The 
islands  would  be  in  a  dreadful  state  of  confu- 
sion and  misery,  and  every  tie  in  nature  would 
be  separated  and  destroyed,  by  men  not  ftir 
removed  from  savages.  We  have  already  had 
a  proof  of  the  sanguinary  conduct  of  the 
blacks  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  ;  and  if  they 
cannot  be  employed  by  their  owners,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  want  of  tTiat  support  we  at 
present  give  to  their  trade,  every  thing  that  is 
miserable  must  attend  them.  But  he  was  sure 
that  the  House  would  continue  their  support 
to  that  trade,  which  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  country. 

Mr.  Johnstone  obstn-ed,  that  it  had  been 
said  that  the  West  India  security  was  doubt- 
ful ;  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  two  Lon- 
don merchants  of  great  eminence  had  also 
given  security  for  the  money  advanced  by  Go- 
vernment to  the  West  India  planters.  The 
landed  interest  and  the  monied  interest  of  the 
country  were  inseparable,  and  therefore  if  one 
ftlt  an  injury,  the  other  m.ust.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  West  India  merchants  had 
not  received  our  money  and  support,  as  an 
indulgence,  but  had  asked  for  the  loan,  as  a 
claim. 

General  Gascoyne  supported  the  bill:  he 
said,  he  was  rather  astonished  at  the  opposi- 
tion which  it  had  received  from  some  quarters, 
particularly  when  it  was  considered  what  sums 
had  been  advanced,  not  lent,  to  the  Sierra 
J-eone  Company.  He  was  much  surprised  at 
some  observations  which  had  fallen  from  an 
Hen.  Gent,  respecting  the  precarious  state  of 
tlie  West  India  islands.  Such  observations 
wert  always  dangerous,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  not  be  used  in  future. 

The  report  -^wis  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  the  19th 
of  April. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 

V/ed'/iiisdc-v,  April  20.     (See  Minutes,  p.  Cjo,) 

[NottknGham    election.] Mr.    H. 

Brov/ne  rose  to  make  his  intended  mo- 
tion. Having  had  the  honour  of  being  chair- 
rt,an  of  the  committee,  it  was  in  compliance 
with  thfir  vvish,  and  from  the  full  convicti<~.n 
of  his  own  mind,  he  brought  lorwartl  this 
measiiri'.  He  disclaimed  any  idea^)i'  prr.posing 
it  with  a  view  to  criminate  any  individuals. 
The  bill  he  intended  to  move  for,  he  was  aware, 
was  a  strong  measure;  but  the  facts  that  had 
been  proved  before  the  committee,  and  vvhich 
had  been  long  enough  printed  to  atlord  CJent. 
an  oppurtumty  ol'  becunung  aeinuiiuLed  witli 


them,  shewed  the  necessity  of  making  some 
alteration  in  the  government  of  Nottingham. 
That  House  was  particularly  called  upon  to 
interfere,  because  the  freedom  of  election  had 
been  grossly  violated  by  outrages  committed, 
not  alone  during  last  election,  but  on  many 
other  occasions,  because  the  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  the  inhabitants  could  not  be  secure 
without  some  effectual  measure  to  guard 
against  a  repetition  of  the  same  violence.  The 
outrages  committed  during  the  last  election, 
had  been  attended  with  such  circumstances  of 
atrocity,  as  to  induce  the  committee  to  make 
a  special  report.  In  compliance  with  the  de- 
sire of  the  committee,  he  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  moved  for  a  suspension  of  the 
Speaker's  writ  till  the  report  should  be  further 
considered ;  and  under  the  same  authority  he 
proposed  to  move  now  for  a  farther  suspen- 
sion till  the  bill  could  pass  through  the  Houses 
The  bill  would  not  go  to  disfranchise  nor  to 
criminate  any  persons,  it  would  operate  only 
to  enable  Government  to  place  the  power  of 
preserving  the  peace  of  Nottingham  in  proper 
hands,  and  would  go  no  farther  than  a  bill  for 
appointing  magistrates  at  Westminster.  The 
object  of  it  was  to  give  to  the  magistrates  of 
the  county  the  same  power  which  the  magis- 
trates of  the  city  of  Nottingham  had  ;  to  re- 
store to  them  a  power  which  they  possessed 
before  the  charter  of  incorporation  was  grant- 
ed to  Nottingham.  He  should  not  trouble  the 
House  longer,  but  reserve  himself  to  answer 
!  any  objections  that  m.ight  be  advanced  against 
his  motion.  He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  preserving  the  peace,  and 
securing  the  freedom  of  election  at  Not- 
tingham, 

3Ir.  PiERREPOKT  observed,  that  since  he 
had  the  honoiu'  of  a  seat  in  the  House,  he  had 
not  trespassed  on  its  indulgence.     If  his  feel- 
ings could   be  known,  it  would  be  believed 
1  with  what  reluctance  he  now  obtruded  him- 
'■  self  upon  it.     He  had  been  called  to  the  elec- 
I  tion  of  Nottingham,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
tiiat  the  most  violent  excesses  took  place  there, 
j  and  continued  during  the  election. — The  ma- 
1  gistrates  had  been  guilty  of  the  most  shameful 
I  negligence,  and  if  they  had  not  encouraged, 
I  they   had    certainly    continued    unconcerned 
spectatois  of  outrages  that  were  a  disgrace  to 
{  any  civilized  C'luntry. 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill,  but 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  slate  in  which  the  Report  placed  it.  He 
thought  it  should  not  be  prepossessed  by  ac- 
counts from  any  quarter,  however  respectable. 
If  the  report  of  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Pierre- 
pont)  was  true,  the  committee  had  shamefully 
abandoned  its  duty,  in  not  reporting  the  ma- 
gistrates to  have  incurred  the  severest  animad- 
versions of  the  House.  He  had  himself  be- 
stowed the  closest  attention  on  the  matter  of 
the  minutes,  and  the  result  wa?,  accordi;ig  to 
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the  best  effort  of  his  judgment,  a  conviction 
th:it  the  mayor  was  not  guilty.  If  the  military 
xvere  necessary,  did  he  not,  he  asked,  call 
them  in  on  every  propei"  occasion  ?  Did  he 
nut  go  to  Mr.  Coke's  committee,  and  consult 
v.'ith  them  ?  Did  he  not  do  every  thing'  but 
surround  the  booth  with  aimed  men  ?  Did  he 
refuse  to  make  constables  for  either  side,  from 
a  partiahty  for  the  other?  Did  h'^  not,  on  the 
contrary,  appoint  all  proper  person^  that  were 
proposed  to  hitn  as  additional  constables  ? 
Did  he  not  ofler  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power,  but  What  would  have  deserved  the 
severest  animadversion  cjf  the  House  ?  This 
bill  w;is  besides  founded,  as  t!ic  Hon.  Mover 
accurately  stated,  on  the  habitual  riots  at 
iNottingham.  That  riots  existed  theie  at  for- 
mer elections,  was  well  known  ;  and  that  such 
riots  were  always  on  the  part  of  the  interest 
rdvei-se  to  the  corporation.  If  on  such  occa- 
:.ions  they  had  not  been  able  to  suppress  the 
disturbances,  it  was  a  strong  presumptive 
evidence  that  the  magistrates  had  not  been 
guilty  of  neglect  at  the  late  election.  As  to 
liie  nature  of  the  bill,  Hk  committee  seemed 
to  have  decided  the  guilt,  with  a  view  to  direct 
the  proceedimgs  of  the  House.  But  the  con- 
duct of  the  magistrates  was  not  materially 
afl'ected  by  the  substance  of  the  resolution. 
Their  incapacity  to  preserve  the  peace  must 
have  arisen  from  a  defect  of  duty  or  of  means. 
If  froni  the  former,  it  would  be  proper  to  in- 
troduce others,  better  disposed  to  their  duty, 
'.f  from  the  latter,  it  Avould  require  a  remedy 
uf  another  nature— to  enlarge  the  means.  The 
case  was  not  a  new  Cue.  More  than  one  had 
occuiTcd  of  a  like  nature.  In  every  such  in- 
btance,  remedial  bills  were  enacted,  but  the 
magistrates  never  were  altered.  '  The  Hon. 
Mover  admitted  it  was  a  severe  measure ';  biit 
he  affirmed  it  would  not  go  to  disfranchise 
nny  one.  R  was  only  to  restore  t-lie  rights 
of  the  county  magistrates,  before  the  char- 
ter was  granted.  How  it  could  restore,  by 
overturning  the  charter,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive. It  would  be  for  the  House  to  see, 
v>  hether  or  not  the  bill  provided  any  remedy. 
The  magistrates  appeared  to  him  to  have  done 
every  thing  in  their  pov/er,  except  what,  if 
they  had  dared  to  do,  he  trusted  there  was  yet 
spirit  enough  in  the  House  to  punish  with  just 
vnnd  merited  severity.  He  trusted  this  country 
should  never  witness  such  an  election  as  a 
naval  officer  had  stated  once  in  that  House  to 
have  been  made  of  some  officers  at  Bru-^sels, 
in  the  hollow  square  of  the  French  army.  It 
appeared  that  the  mayor  had  not  been  guilty 
but  in  not  calling  in  the  military,  and  he  was 
sure  the  magistrates  of  the  county  would  be 
equally  incapable  of  such  a  proposition.  He 
did  not  deny  that  a  remedy  v/as  necessary, 
and  on  that  account  he  would  not  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mf.  Bo?^D  vroiiid  not  follow  the  Hon.  Gent, 
vvho  had  iust  sat  dcnvn-     Everv  question  cf 
Vol.  Hi. 


criminality  was  irrelevant.  It  was  nov^'  only 
to  be  considered  whether  sufficient  ground 
had  been  laid  for  the  measure  proposed.  The 
committee  had,  by  their  Report,  informed  the 
House  that  scenes  had  passed  durnig  the  last 
election  at  Nottingham,  of  the  gieatest  cut- 
rage,  by  which  the  freedom  of  election  was 
grossly  violated  ;  that  no  effectual  means  had 
been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  the  riots  ;  that  the 
magistrates  of  Nottingham  had  proved  inade- 
quate to  discharge  the  trust  delegated  to  them 
by  high  authi^.rity.  In  such  a  case  it  could  not 
be  contended  that  the  Ciovvn  miglit  not  depute 
others,  or  that  the  power  should  continue 
vested  exclusively  in  those  who  had  already 
shewn  them- elves  incapable  of  their  duty.  It 
was  much  against  his  will,  and  to  his  great 
siu-prise,  that  the  antecedent  riots  had  been 
introduced  in  the  examinations  before  the 
committee,  and  it  had  been  fonnrl  necessary 
often  to  intcnupt  counsel  en  that  account;  but 
it  was  then  necessary  to  explain  certain  cant 
terms  in  use  at  Nottingham,  such  as  punch,  cScc. 
&:c.  A  self-constituted  tribunal  also  existed 
at  Nottingham,  which  required  explanation. 
These  facts,  fully  authenticated,  appeared  to 
the  committee  to  require  a  remedy.  It  would 
be  for  the  House  to  judge,  whether  the  mea- 
sure proposed  would  be  adequate.  As  to  the 
inability  of  the  magistrates  of  the  county,  al- 
luded to  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  that  would  easily 
l:e  refuted,  when  it  was  considered,  that  they 
could  carry  the  posse  comitatus  into  the  town 
to  maintain  the  peace ;  and  he  should  rejoice 
to  see  such  a  force  employed  on  such  an  occa- 
sion. After  several  other  observations  equally 
forcible,  the  Hon.  Gent,  concluded,  by  stating, 
that  he  thought  sufficient  ground  had  been 
laid  for  the  measure. 

Mr.  Franklakd  agreed  that  the  outrages 
of  the  mob,  and  the  corruption  of  the  magis- 
trates, called  for  some  effectual  m.easure. 
Besides,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  town  magis- 
trates was  limited,  and  culprits  may  escape  if 
the  bill  now  proposed  were  not  adopted  to 
give  the  county  magistrates  a  right  of  acting- 
— Leave  was  given. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMON'S. 

Thursday,  A^r'il  21. — (See  Mbnttes,  j».  671.) 

[Mercantile    accommodation. 3 A 

motion  being  tnade  that  the  House  resolve 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  so  much  of 
the  King's  speech  of  November  last,  as  relatci 
to  this  subject — Genera!  Gascoigne  said, 
that  after  having  had  so  long  ago  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Throne,  on  the  state  of  affairs, 
and  hearing  the  speech  of  the  Minister,  the 
other  night,  on  that  subject,  in  answer  to  a 
feM' words  from  himself  (Gtn.  Gasccigne),  and 
an  Hon.  Friend  of  his  (Cul.  Patten),  he  had 
postponed  the  motion,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  fui"  an  ir.auirv  into  the  state  of  the 
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nation,  he  should  not  now  enter  at  large  upon 
tb.at  subject,  alth.ouj^'h,  in  sLrictuess,  it  would 
have  been   regular  in  him  to  do  so,  becaust.', 
upon  any  proposition  that  had  for  its  object 
the  laying  any  impost.^  upon   the  people,  a 
JVTembtr  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  en- 
titled to  look  at  the  state  of  the  imposts  already 
laid,    and  how  they  bear   upon   the  people; 
but  although  he  intended  to  i'orego  this  privi- 
lege, he  could  not  pass  the  subject  over  with- 
out notice,  and  therefore  he  should  make  some 
observations,  notwithstanding  the  remark  of 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  was  pleased  to  say, 
the  other  night,  that  he  did  not  see  the  con- 
nexion  between  the  measure  now  proposed 
and  that  of  a  consideration  of  peace  and  war: 
on  this  matter  he  dilfered  from  the  Rt.  Hon. 
(iert.     Ey  a  paper  piinted  by  order  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  he  received  some  in- 
formation, and  from  which  he  had  no  doubt 
it  was  intended  to  propose  an  increase  of  duty 
on  the  commerce  of  this  country.     Whether 
it  was  to  be  a  new  measure  of  duty,  or  that 
of  increasing  an  old  one,  was  not  worthy  of 
discussion,  in   his  mind,  because  that  was  a 
distinction  without  a  difl-erence.     Any  subject 
■which  had  for  its  object  any  increase  of  such 
duty,  would  admit   of  an   extensive  debate  ; 
for,  however  certain  it  was,  that  the  power  of  | 
disposing  of  the  question   of  peace  and  war  ; 
rested  with  the  Ciown,  yet  it  vras  as  certain 
that  the  control  of  that  power,  in  granting  or 
withholding  supplies,  vested  in  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  and  in  exercising  that  most  im- 
portant function,  the  Plouse  would  not  only 
look  how  the  revenue  was  to  be  applied,  but 
woidd  also  consider  the  state  of  the   nation  : 
he  said  this,  not  ior  the  purpose  of  preparing 
the  way  to  general  observations  at  this  time, 
but  merely  to  recognise  the  right  of  doing  so. 
In  the  discussion   of  any   subject   of  impost 
upon  the  public.   He  could  not  help  consider- 
ing this  matter,  although  in  terms  only  a  n~io- 
tion  to  consolidate  thepubhc  duties,  as  a  mea- 
sure intended  to  increase  them,  and  he  had  no 
■doubt  it  would  operate  on  the  articles  of  trade. 
There  was  to  be  a  duty  of  j?^  per  cent,  pro- 
j;osed  on  the  present  duty ;  in  some  cases  it 
would  operate  as  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  the 
present  duty.     But  this  was  not  all  the  objec- 
tion; for  the  tax  on  tonnage,  which  was  a  tax 
laid  on  by  way  of  expeiiment,  was  now  in- 
tended to  be  made  j.errna'ncnt.- — Now,  after 
the  very  candid  behaviour  of  an  Hon.  Member, 
who  was  not  now  present  (the  Lord  Mayor), 
he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  include  that  mat- 
ter in  the  present  discussion,  since  that  Hon. 
Member  had  a  proposition  to  submit  on  that 
subject.     And  in  reply  to  the  observations  of 
t!;e  Minister  on  his  (General  Gascoigne's)  ob- 
servation the  other  night  on   his  candour,  he 
would  say,  it  would  be  more  consistent  with 
the  candour  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  to  stay 
until  that  Hon.  Gent,  shoidd  make  his  propo- 
sition, or  at   least'  to   defer  this  matter  until 
after  t'le  communication  which  he  promised 


on  the  state  of  public  affairs  should  have  been 
made,  that  the  House  and  the  public  might 
see,  and  he  enabled  to  judge  of  the  state  of 
public  affairs.  But  he  understood  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  measure  about  to  be  proposed, 
to  the  committee,  to  furnish  ways  and  means 
to  pay  the  interest  of  the  money  expended  in 
the  present  armament.  Beiore  this  was  done, 
it  was  matenal  to  consider  whether  these 
duties  were  such  as  applied  to  v.ar  or  peace, 
for  there  was  a  material  distinction  in  this  re- 
spect. Duties  might  be  objeeti.  nahle  in  peace, 
which  might  be  submitted  to  ^\■illKnlt  objec- 
tion in  time  of  war.  How  far  that  was  the 
case  here,  he  could  not  now  a';tcinpt  to  say, 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  better,  at  all 
events,  to  delay  the  measure  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  until  after  the  promised  communication 
of  the  Minister  on  the  state  of  public  affairs 
was  made  to  the  House.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  principle  of  the  measure  at 
present,  and  he  wislied  it  to  be  peri'cctly  un- 
derstood, that  he  should  t;;ke  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  the  opinion  of  those  who  were  best 
qualified  to  form  an  opinion,  and  ibr  whose 
interest  it  was  his  veish  to  act  in  particular,  as 
well  as  for  the  general  interests  of  the  empire, 
before  he  took  any  liecisive  course  whatever; 
all  tliat  he  asked  now  was,  that  the  Minister 
would  not  press  this  measure  in  any  of  its 
future  stages  without  aftordir,g  ample  time  for 
considering  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excukquer  said, 
that  llie  Hon.  Cient.  who  h,ad  just  sat  down, 
had,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  very  wisely  changed 
his  intention  as  to  the  subject  now  about  to  be 
submitted  to  the  House,  as  it  related  to  a  part 
of  his  ?iiajcsty's  most  gracious  speech  from 
the  Throne  in  the  month  of  November  last, 
and  which  lie  had  novv-  tlie  honour  of  submit- 
ting to  the  House.     The  Hon.  P^ember  had 
said,  that  from   a  schedide  he  had  seen,  the 
present  object  was  that  of  an  increase  of  the 
public  revenue  :— in  this  supposition  the  Hon., 
Member  was  completely  mistaken  ;  that  was 
not  the  object  of  the  measure — its  object  was 
to    simplify  the    collection   of  the    duties  of 
I  customs,  and  thereby,  also,  to  make  some  addi- 
j  tion  to  the  public  revenue,  in  the  same  manner 
I  as  it  was  made  in   the   year  1787,  when  the 
1  question  of  peace  and  war,  to  which  the  Hon. 
I  Gtnt.  had   referred,    did   not   in   any  degree 
1  agitate   the   feelings   or    the   interests  of  the 
'  public.     The  Hon.  Gent,  had  said,  that  on  a 
j  former  day,    he  (Mr.  Addington)    gave   the 
!  House  reason  to  expect,  that  in  a  few  days  he 
!  should  make  a  communication  on  an  important 
I  subject.     He  certainly  did  say  he  had  hopes  of 
j  being   able  to  make  a  commimication   on   a 
subject  interesting  to  the  feelings  of  the  House 
and  the  public,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days ; 
but  he  also  said,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  pledge  himself,  and  that 
he  did  not  pledge  or  conimit  himself  upon  that 
subject.     His  object  then  v/as  to  take  care  not 
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to  endange,r  the  public  interest,  either  by  n 
premature  discussion,  which  must  have  been 
the  case  in  the  absence  ut"  communication,  or 
to  endanger  the  public  interest  by  a  precipitate 
communication  :  but,  from  the  very  iisture  of 
the  thing,  it  v,*s  impossible  for  him  to  make 
any  pledge  upon  the  Kubjcct  ;  nevertheless 
the  Hon.  Gent,  had  seemingly  inferred,  and 
others  had  industriously  propagated  as  well  as 
inferred,  that  what  was  represented  by  him  on 
that  occasion  was,  that  w  hich  would  give 
satisfaction  to  the  House  and  the  public  on 
the  subject.  He  did  not  say  a  single  word  to 
that  effect.  He  said  he  should,  he  believed, 
be  able  in  a  few  days  to  make  a  communica- 
tion to  the  House,  and  that  he  thought  would 
be  necessary,  because  he  felt  the  inconvenience 
and  more  than  inconvenience  of  suspense;  but 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  communication  which 
it  was  probable  he  should  be  able  to  make,  he 
not  only  did  not  say  any  thing,  but  he  was 
not  able  to  say  anything.  He  should  not  now 
say  any  more  upon  this  subject,  but  pro- 
pose, that  the  House  should  go  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  he  had  moved  ;  and  if 
■the  House  should  assent  to  that,  he  should 
shortly  open  the  outline  of  the  measure  he  had 
to  propose. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried,  and 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  comiuittec  of 
the  whole  House  accordingly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcKEQtTER  then 
said,  that  the  object  he  had  in  view,  was  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
means  to  simplify,  consolidate,  and  amend 
the  mode  of  collecting  the  duties  of  customs, 
and  he  wished  to  conform  to  the  communica- 
tion of  his  Majesty,  in  his  gracious  speech 
from  the  Thrjne,  in  the  month  of  November 
last.  He  wished  the  committee  to  understand, 
that  the  proposition  he  had  to  submit,  was 
part  of  a  system  already  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
lature, the  object  of  wliich  was  to  consoli- 
date, simplify,  and  amend  all  the  laws  which 
relat-e  to  the  revenue  from  customs,  in  every 
branch  of  that  public  revenue,  and  to  rtmyve 
every  obscurity,  embarrassment,  01  diiTiculty 
in  its  collection,  to  render  tlie  appropiiation 
of  each  part  of  it,  clear,  precise,  and  uniform, 
as  well  as  to  facilitate  the  mode  of  its  collec- 
tion, both  with  regard  to  those  who  collected 
these  duties,  and  the  public.  The  measure 
he  had  to  submit  to  the  committee,  was 
founded  on  the  same  principle  as  that  which 
produced  the  act  of  1787.  After  giving  a  short 
account  of  the  mode  of  collecting  duties,  as 
established  in  the  time  of  King  William  III. 
and  the  establishment  of  the  consolidated  fund, 
and  also  of  the  appropriation  of  a  certain 
revenue  to  provide  for  services  vv-ithin  the  year, 
he  proceeded  to  observe,  that  what  he  had  to 
suggest  was,  that  <dl  the  duties  of  customs, 
which  are  now  raised  under  no  les.s  than  170 


acts  of  Parliament,  should  be  consolidated  ; 
that  in  some  cases  where  a  consolidation  took 
place,  if  there  should  be  a  fractional  sum  pay- 
able on  a  particular  article,  it  should  be  raised 
to  an  integral  sum  above  it,  and  in  otUers  be 
reduced  to  an  integral  sum  below  it.  Some 
articles  in  the  book  of  rates  of  duty  having 
become  obsolete,  were  to  be  omitted ;  and 
on  others  an  ad  valorem  duty  was  to  be  im- 
posed ;  and  also  for  the  sake  of  regularity  in 
the  entries,  &c.  a  very  small  duty  was  pro- 
posed to  be  laid  on  all  ai tides  which  at  pre- 
sent were  imported  duty  fi  ce.  With  respect 
to  the  detail  of  the  measure,  he  should  like  to 
spare  time  by  passing  it  over  for  the  present, 
unless  it  was  the  wish  of  the  committee  that 
he  should  enter  into  it,  because  he  wa-;  de- 
sirous that  every  Member  should  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  schedule,  which  the  Hon.  Gent, 
who  spoke  last,  acknowledged  he  had  seen, 
before  the  subject  should  be  discussed  in  de- 
tail;  and  as  to  the  principle  of  the  measure, 
he  did  conceive,  that  as  it  was  to  improve 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  there  would 
have  been  no  diilcrence  of  opinion  upon  it. — ■ 
There  might  indeed  be  some  difTerence  of 
opinion  on  the  quantity  ;  and  on  that  he  did 
not  ask  for  any  opinion  until  every  Gentku  an 
had  an  opportunity  of  considering  it  with 
minuteness.  It  was  proposed  that  most  ar- 
ticles imported  fioni  the  East  Indies,  v/ith  the 
exception  of  sugar,  should  be  cliarged  w.th 
the  same  duties  as  articles  from  other  quarters. 
As  to  the  West  Indies,  to  use  the  phra::e  of 
his  predecessor,  it  was  proposed  to  put  a 
mark,  but  not  an  invidious  mark  of  preference 
to  those  of  the  West  Indies,  but  rjot  such  a 
preference  as  might  have  the  efFect  of  dis- 
couraging the  productions  of  any  other  past 
of  his  Majesty's  douiinions.  Another  object 
of  the  present  measure  was,  that  of  fui-thtr 
counteracting  the  practices  of  smugglers, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitions  and 
heavy  penalties  attached  to  them  by  enact- 
ments in  our  statute-books,  still  continued. 
It  was  his  object  not  only  to  di -courage  this 
by  regulations  of  duties,  but  also  to  atTord 
more  ample  protection  to  ovu-  ti:3,de  and  com- 
meice.  Gentlemen  had  said,  it  was  materal 
that  merchants  should  be  consulted  on  this 
subject  before  it  should  be  proposed  to  the 
committee — that  it  was  too  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  cour.try  to  be  adopted  v,'ith'.)Ut 
submitting  it  to  the  judgment  of  those  who 
had  the  best  experience  upon  the  matter.  He 
understood  the  Hon.  Cent.  Vv  ho  spoke  last  to 
have  said  so  ;  but  whether  that  understanding 
was  right  or  not,  he  thought  it  material  10 
state,  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  opinions  pf  persons  of  tlie  greatest  ex- 
perience on  every  part  of  the  measure  v/hich 
he  was  now  about  to  submit,  and  that  la  J  it 
not  been  for  his  having  waited  for  such  opi- 
nions, this  measure  would  have  been  lorg  ago 
submitted  to  Parliament.  )t  had  also  been 
submitted  to  the  Boards  of  Custom.',  and  of 
*  E  1  % 
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Trade,  and  he  liad  reason  to  believe,  that  al- 
thoui^li  some  diffeicive  (,f  opinion  had  arisen 
on  a  tew  articles,  yet  on  the  oiuline  veiy  lit- 
tle tiiiierence  ot  opinicm  liad  been  entertained 
in'ieed,  for  it  was  to  simplify  the  regulations 
ot  anicles,  the  number  of  which  was  near 
6000.  As  to  t!ie  precise  ainoiint  of  the  duties, 
he  !iad  nothing  to  say  ai  present,  for  that  was 
to  be  ihe  result  of  communications  and  con- 
ferences with  |icrsi,ns  of  the  first  ability  upon 
the  subject.  Mucli  lu'-.our  had  been  already 
bestmved  on  tiiis  subjrc;,  and  he  trusted  the 
committee  would  allow  him  to  adopt  the  course 
which  was  fir.i.erly  ador.ted  by  iiis  predecessor 
in  the  year  1787,  aad  also  in  the  act  ot  Un'on 
between  tliis  country  and  Ireland;  namely, 
that  of  introducing  the  several  i.e.ids  of  ren;u- 
lation  in  the  form  of  a  schedule,  instead  of 
proposing  a  distinct  resolution  on  each  sepa- 
rate article,  for  in  that  course  the  House  would 
have  to  Consider  little  1-ss  than  6000  resolu- 
tions; wliereas,  by  iefeni:'g  to  a  schedule 
containing  them  all  in  th.eir  different  classes, 
they,  might  be  compreliended  in  a  few  votes. 
But  here  it  was  fit  tor  him  to  observe,  that  he 
should  not  do  justice  to  the  labour  and  abili- 
ties that  V.  ere  employed  in  the  forming  of  tliis 
scliediile,  if  he  were  not  to  acknowledge,  that 
the  merit  of  it  was  chieflv  owing  to  a  Gentle- 
man of  great  knowle  hje  and  indet"ii(igable  at-  ] 
teniion — he  meant  Mr.'  Frewin.  than  whom,  a  j 
mere  constan',  accur  le,  and  faitliful  servant 
vas  not  in  his  M  jesiy's  employment.  He 
V'ished  the  ct-mntii'ee  to  tinders  an  1,  that  this  ' 
meas:ire,  if  the  Hoii.^e  should  countenance  and 
adoiit  i',  was  [ireparat.ny  to  another  measure, 
of  i\l'icii  lie  gave  notice  before  Christmas,  on 
the  si.bject  of  w hi ehousmg  and  bonding.  If 
this  measure  sht;u!d  pass,  as  he  lioped  it 
v.oulfl,  it  was  Ins  ir.rention  (o  propose  also  a 
measure  for  xhd  purp  se  The  examination 
of  the  schedule,  and  'he  invcitigation  of  ma:,y 
points  tow!-,  ch  tin-  artent  (.m  ot  iHe  commit- 
tee would  be  calico,  iial  impre.'-se  i  iii.u  i'/;tJi 
sentiments  of  ailmii.-.tion  ot  the  extent  and 
vigour  t)f  tlie  commerce  of  liiis  c(!nn:ry;  | 
groivingout,  as  he  knew  it  had  ( ihhotigh  corn-  1 
menred  uptvi,  if  he  mi-ht  be  jiermitied  to  say  | 
so,  irrationally),  ot  capi;a'i  that  v\as  unex-  j 
auipled  in  its  amount ;  out  ot  laws  and  rcfju-  | 
la'iotis  for  proni(/ting  and  encourai^int;  indus- 
trious t/atfic  ;  and  out  of  a  credit  which  was 
founded  on  pc  od  taith  and  peisona!  integrity, 
upon  the  tiiie  chai  acter  of  ihe  pe(;ple  of  tliis 
counrrv,  that  good  fai  h  betucen  man  and 
iriHn,  whic/T  was  'iie  touivlation  of  its 'veal  h, 
and  main  cause  ut  its  pros,  enty.  It  was  thus 
that  our  commerce,  wliilt-  it  aff'.Tded  large  and 
lil^eral  aids  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice tortile  last  icn  years,  had  yet  continutd 
to  increase  so  rapidly,  tliat  the  revenues  of  tli^- 
customs  had  nearly  doubled  in  that  time,  and 
the  other  branches  of  our  commerce  were  in- 
creasing, particularly  our  navigation.  This 
shewed  us  the  abundance  of  our  lesources,  and 
manifested  the  radical  strength  of  the  cam- 
try  ;    for  we    find   our   resources    increasing 


under  the  pressure  of  unexampkd  difficulties, 
and  before  unheard-of  trials.  This  shewed 
the  confidence  which  we  were  all  warranted 
in  feeling,  and  the  public  credit  which  might 
warrant  us  in  triumph.  He  then  read  the  first 
resolution  which  he  intended  to  move  upou 
this  subject,  for  carrying  into  effect  that  which 
he  had  stated,  and  then  said,  he  wished  the 
committee  to  understand  that  he  was  now 
pursuing  the  same  course  as  that  which  was 
proposed  by  his  predecessor,  and  adopted  by 
the  Legislature,  in  comprising  the  different 
hea!.{s  cf  articles  intended  to  be  regulated,  ia 
a  schedule.  Should  the  committee  approve 
of  this  course,  he  should  propose  that  an  in- 
terval should  be  afforded  to  consider  the  sche- 
dule, and  then  that  the  Chairman  should  ask. 
leave  to  sit  again  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  com- 
mittee should  approve  of  this  resolution,  he 
should  move  that  the  Chairman  do  report  pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  ;  but  he  should 
not  propose  that  tfae  committee  should  sit 
again  bel'ore  this  day  se'nnight.  The  Hon^ 
Gent.  (Gen.  Gascoigne)  seemed  suiprised  that 
he  should  propose  so  early,  a  day  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  the  session  was  advancing,  and  this 
and  other  business  could  not  be  passed  over 
to  another :  but  if  the  interval  now  stated 
should  be  found  insufficient,  he  should  not 
only  he  ready,  but  desirous,  to  assent  to  a  pro- 
position for  further  titne.  As  to  the  tonnage 
duty,  he  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  be 
thought  \vanting  in  candour  towaids  a  worthy 
magistrate  (the  Lord  Mayor  of  London)  in 
proposing  that  \vhich  might  be  the  subject  of 
his  motion  ;  but  he  had  put  off  becomingly, 
if  lie  might  be  allowed  to  say  so,  the  investi- 
gation of  a  question  which,  in  one  way  of  de- 
ciding it,  might  operate  to  the  diminution  of 
the  public  revenue.  Was  it  therel'ore  fit  that 
he  should  exclude  from  his  plan  that  wliich 
had  been  the  subject  of  public  notice,  and 
had  occupied  a  great  part  of  his  attention 
for  the  last  six  months?  Besides,  that  worthy 
magistrate,  as  well  as  every  other  Meinber, 
would  have  ample  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  sentiments  on  that  very  subject  when  it 
came  to  be  discussed  as  a  part  of  the  measure 
noAv  proposed  :  no  part  of  it  could  pass  witli- 
out  being  canvassed;  and  the  very  step  he 
was  now  taking,  was  for  the  purpose  of 
aifording  a  proper  opportimity  of  discussing 
every  part  of  it ;  and  this  he  did  the  more 
readily,  because  there  was  no  point  to  which 
he  shnulii  not  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  in  the  whole  schedule  which  he 
was  about  to  submit  to  its  consideration.   ■ 

Mr.  Bup. DON  said,  he  hoped,  from  the  iin- 
portance  of  the  subject,  sufTicient  time  would 
be  allowed  to  consider  it,  before  the  House 
was  called  on  to  pass  the  bill.  From  the  best 
information  he  could  get  on  the  subject,  he 
thought  some  amendments  might  be  made 
relative  to  the  tonnage  duties:  it  was  highly 
necessary  that  the  schedule  should  undergo  a 


1529] 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.~[AraiL  22.3 


[1530 


fair  investigation  before  the  sanction  of  the 
House  was  given  to  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

General  Gascoigne  said,  notwithstanding 
•what  the  Rt.  Hon-,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  said,  in  answet  to  his  o!iserva- 
tions,  he  was  surprised  that  the  present  mea- 
sure was  proposed  to  the  House,  before  some 
account  relative  to  the  state  of  the  country- 
had  been  given,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  public 
mind.  It  had  been  said,  that  schedules  have 
been  circulated  throughout  the  kingdom,  but 
he  had  only  seen  one,  which  had  undergone 
many  alterations  ;  and  he  hnd  been  informed 
by  his  constituents  that  they  had  not  received 
a  single  schedule.  He  must  again  repeat,  that 
he  understood  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  ha''e  said,  that  he  hoped  to 
give  the  House  a  satisfactc;ry  account  relative 
to  the  slate  ot  the  country ;  and  he  .v.as  rure 
that  many  Hon.  Gent,  had  received  the  same 
impression,  from  the  language  the  Rt.  Hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  used  a 
few  days  back.  But  as  far  as  related  to  the 
consideration  of  the  present  measure,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  postpone  the 
time  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  to 
this  day  fortnight. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spid, 
that  the  question  now  before  the  committee 
was,  whether  they  would  agree  with  the  reso- 
lution which  was  proposed ;  and  the  period 
when  the  com.miitee  was  to  sit  again,  could 
only  be  determined  after  the  Speaker  had 
taken  the  Chair.  If  the  Hon.  Gent,  would 
assure  him  bona  fd''  (and  he  was  sure  he  would 
not  assert  it  in  any  other  way),  that  the  addition 
of  a  few  days  would  enable  his  con  tituents 
more  fully  to  investigate  the  subject,  he  would 
not  be  unwilling  to  accede  to  a  delay  of  a  few 
days.  The  Hon.  Gent,  seemed  to  suppose 
that  he  was  desirous  of  precipitating  the  pub- 
Hc-bubiness,  with  a  view  of  a  speedy  proio- 
gation  of  Parliament ;  but  he  could  assure 
that  Hon.  Gent,  that  there  was  public  bu  i- 
jiess  enough  before  the  House  to  afF;  rd  a 
prospect  of  its  sitting  as  long  as  he  could  wish. 

General  Gascoigne  said,  his  constituents 
had  certainly  not  seen  the  schedules,  and  he 
thought  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  have 
time  enough  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  sche- 
dules, after  they  get  possession  of  them. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  begged  the  Hon.  Gent,  and  the  House  to 
understand,  that  he  had  in  no  degree  varied 
on  this  occasion  from  what  he  had  said  upon 
a  former  day,  respecting  a  communication  to 
the  House.  The  schedule  of  the  duties  had 
been  mad-'  and  circulated  three  months  ago, 
but  some  alteratio'.io  liavjng  been  made  iti  it, 
it  was  reprinted;  and  the  las^.  schedule  had 


been  in  circulation  above  a  month.  If  the 
Hon.  Gent.'s  const'tuents  had  not  seen  it,  it 
was  not  the  fault  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers; 
he  would  not  take  upon  himself  to  say  with 
whom  the  fault  rested.  With  regard  to  what 
the  Hon.  Gent,  had  said  about  the  duties  be- 
ing raised  in  some  instances  higher  than  to  the 
next  integral  sum,  the  committee  must  be 
aware  that  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer) could  have  no  intention  of  deceiving 
them  upon  the  subject,  because  the  whole 
subject  was  minutely  detailed  in  the  schedtde. 
In  some  few  instances  the  duties  were  raised, 
higher  than  to  the  next  integral  sum,  and  in 
other  instances  they  were  reduced  much  lower; 
but  in  geneial  the  whole  plan  was  foiuided 
upon  the  principle  adopted  in  1787. 

Mr.  Vansittart  said,  there  were  only 
four  instances  in  which  the  present  schedule 
v.-.ried  from  the  one  which  was  printed  and 
circulated  tl\i'ee  months  ago.  The  four  arti- 
cles in  which  alterations  had  been  made,  were 
pimento,  sugar  from  the  East  Indies,  unma- 
nufactured articles,  and  horses  imported  from 
the  East  Indies. 

'  The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  the  Chair- 
man reported  progress,  and  the  conimittee 
was  ordered  to  sit  again  on  Monday  se'nnight. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  Jprl!  ?z. — (See  Minutes,  p.  671.) 

[Ilchester  election.]  —  Mr.  Smith 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into 
further  consideration  tlie  Repi^rt  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  tl>e  merits  of  the  Il- 
chester election  petiti'Ui.  Tlris  motion  being 
agreed  to,  Mr.  Smith  next  moved  that  the 
resolutions  be  now  read  a  second  lirr.e;  which 
being  done,  the  Hon.  Gent,  proceeded  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  compliance  with  the  ins'.ructions 
of  the  com.mittee,  he  had  laid  before  the  House 
the  evidence  that  was  brought  forward  in  the 
ccmimittee:  that  evidence  contai'^ed  parts 
which  pioved  that  a  conspiracy  had  been 
formed  to  employ  imdue  influence  in  return- 
ing members  for  the  borough  of  Ilchester,  and 
that  llagrant  acts  of  bribery  had  been  resorted 
to  in  consequence  of  that  conspiracy.  On 
the  nature  of  the  offence  which  the  evidence 
proved  to  be  committed,  he  should  withhold 
all  observation  :  when  it  appeared  fully  proved 
to  the  House,  they  would  no  doubt  shew  the 
sense  they  entertained  of  its  deep  criminality 
by  the  severity  of  the  punishment  which  their 
justice  would  inflict  upon  it.  The  evidence 
had  been  long  before  the  House,  and  every 
Gent,  had  full  time  to  make  himself  master  of 
it.  They  were,  therefore,  enabled  now  to 
decide  on  the  question,  and  that  with  due  re- 
gard to  that  justice  which  individuals  had  a 
right  to  claim  in  a  matter  in  which  the  effen- 
tial  iuterests  of  the  countiy  were  also  involved. 
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He  should  first  move  a  resolution  similar  to 
that  contained  in  the  Report,  viz.  that  such  a 
syotem  of  corruption  and  of  bribery  was  laid 
open  in  this  transaction,  that  it  called  for  the 
most  serious  consideration  of  the  House.  This 
motion  he  should  follow  up  with  others,  the 
object  of  one  of  which  Vv'ould  be,  that  the 
House  do  order  his  Majesty's  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  prosecute  the  persons  who  were  guilty  of 
this  offence. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  that  as  the  Hon.  Mover 
had  opened  a  string  of  resolutions,  he  thought 
it  was  competent  for  him  to  direct  his  obser- 
vations to  any  of  them.  It  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  the  House  could  proceed  to  in- 
struct the  Attorney  General  to  prosecute  any 
individual,  or  set  of  individuals,  until  the 
grounds  for  issuing  such  instructions  were 
fully  substantiated.  Besides,  no  opportunity 
had  been  given  to  Mr.  Davison  to  make  any 
answer  to  the  charge  that  was  brought  against 
him.  Would  the  House  act  like  a  Grand  Jury, 
and  find  a  bill  on  ex  parte  evidence  ?  The  only 
evidence  against  him  was  that  of  an  accom- 
plice, and  upon  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice 
the  House  surely  would  not  act,  unless  it  was 
confirmed  by  other  evidence.  The  Hon. 
Gent,  then  entered  into  a  variety  of  strictures 
on  the  character  anil  conduct  of  Mr.  Oldfield, 
and  endeavoured  to  shew  how  little  stress 
should  be  laid  upon  it.  The  acts  of  bribery 
were  committed  in  April,  but  Mr.  Davison 
was  known  to  declare  in  the  preceding  March, 
that  he  had  relinquished  all  idea  of  becoming 
a  C3ndid;rte  for  tlie  borough.  He  would  not, 
indeed,  <leny,  that  there  were  proofs  that  Mr. 
Davison  intended  to  bribe  a;id  corrupt  the  vo- 
ters ;  but  no  proof  whatever  went  to  shew 
that  he  attempted  to  carry  that  intention  into 
execution  in  any  one  instance. 

Mr.  BuRDON  contended  that  the  evidence 
before  the  House  Avas  of  the  most  clear  and 
distinct  nature,  and  he  was  sorry  that  the  ar- 
guments that  were  urged  seemed  entirely  di- 
rected to  cover  an  individual.  As  to  the  first 
resolution,  he  could  not  see  vviiy  it  should  be 
negativeel ;  for  that  might  be  agreed  to  with- 
out convicting  Mr.  Davison,  whose  conduct 
should  not  be  coupled  with  that  of  the  other 
persons  against  whom  the  evidence  was  so  di- 
rect. He  made  no  doubt  but  they  might  be 
convicted  on  the  evidence;  but  when  the  reso- 
lution was  put,  he  hoped  that  the  name  of 
Mr.  Davison  might  be  expunged. 

Mr.  JoHNSTOMF.  said,  that  he  had  paid  the 
most  strict  and  diligent  attention  to  every  part 
of  the  evidence,  and,  from  the  impression  it 
left  upon  his  mind,  he  could  not  but  think 
that  it  clearly  affected  Mr.  Davison.  Mr.  Da- 
vison concurred  in  all  the  suggestions  started 
by  Oldfield;  and  though  the  whole  plan  might 
not  have  been  carried  into  execution,  yet  there 
was  scarcely  any  change  made  in  it,  except  as 


to  the  mode  of  more  effectually  distributing 
the  money ;  nor  had  he  a  doubt  but  Mr.  Da- 
vison concuiTed  ei'en  in  that  alteration  of  the 
plan.  Ho\v'  the  committee  could  have  dis- 
charged their  duty,  unless  tliey  put  Mr.  Da- 
vison on  his  trial,  he  \\as  at  a  loss  to  see.  So 
much  at  least  he  felt  himself  bound  in  consci- 
ence to  say  as  a  member  of  the  committee. 

On  the  resolution  being  put,  that  the  At- 
torney General  be  instructed  to  prosecute 
Alexander  Davison,  for  the  acts  alluded  to  ia 
the  former  resolution, 

Lord  CoLK  said,  tliat  it  appeared  from  the 
evidence  that  Mr.  Davison  had  attempted  to 
con  upt  other  boroughs ;  that,  indeed,  he  had 
acted  as  a  contractor  for  boroughs.  If  he 
was  not  to  be  prosecuted,  neither  should  any 
of  the  other  persons  implicated  in  the  offence, 
for  he  could  not  well  see  any  difference  be- 
tween conspiring  to  bribe  and  corrupt,  and 
carrying  the  intention  and  plan  into  execution. 

Mr.  SiiKKiDAN  could  not  see  that  there  was 
any  proof  of  the  strong  nature  alluded  to, 
which  went  to  imphcate  Mr.  Davison.  If 
such  a  case,  indeed,  could  be  made  out,  no 
doubt  the  sentence  of  the  House  must  fall 
upon  it  with  all  possible  severity.  Some  Gen- 
tlemen v/ere  much  inclined  to  believe  the  evi- 
dence of  Oldfield ;  but  \\  hy  should  they  hesi- 
tate to  believe  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Davison  i 
Was  it  consonant  to  the  laAV  of  England  to 
convict  of  an  intention  ?  Was  it  not  facts  that 
the  law  took  cognizance  of?  He  must  admit, 
indeed,  th.at  Mr.  Davison  had  betrayed  an  in- 
tention to  bribe;  but  no  one  circumstance 
appeared  to  prove  that  he  followed  up  the 
plan  ascribed  to  him.  On  the  contrary,  there 
v.'ere  stron.g  presumptions  that  a  different  plan 
from  tliat  imputed '  to  Mr.  Davison  was 
adopted.  'I'he  plan  that  was  adoped  failed, 
even  in  a  great  measure  from  want  of  nioney, 
a  diOieulty  which  it  could  not  be  supposed 
that  Mr.  Da^■ison  laboured  under.  Mr.  Davi- 
son abandoned  the  plan  altogether ;  and  if 
tiic  matter  was  more  minutely  examined  into, 
it  would  appear,  as  indeed  it  did  appear,  from 
!  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hopping,  that  the  elec- 
tion was  carried  on  neitlier  on  tiie  plan,  the 
money,  or  for  the  candidates  of  Mr.  Davison, 
Neither  was  there  any  attempt  to  prove  that 
the  land  or  the  houses,  upon  which  so  much 
stress  was  laid,  were  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
Davison.  If  he  has  been  guilty  of  corruption 
for  electioneering  purposes,  he  sincerely  wished 
that  Mr.  Davison's  case  was  a  singular  one. 
But  before  the  House  proceeded  to  conviot, 
him  of  that  guilt,  he  trusted  no  Gent,  would 
give  a  vote  upon  the  question  who  had  not 
minutelv  attended  to  the  evidence. 

Mr.  VwsiTTART  said,  that  \\hether  the 
evidence  v  as  allowed  or  not  directly  to  attach 
on   Mr,  Davison,  he  would  not  pronounce^ 
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yet  more  than  sufficient  appeared  to  involve 
him  in  the  guilt.  It  wa;;  pretty  evident  that, 
SMbsequent  to  his  declaration,  steps  liad  been 
taken  by  him  to  execute  tlie  proposed  plan. 
Three  days  before  the  election  the  candidates 
Avere  not  known,  yet  by  tiiose  unknown  can- 
didates money  had  been  distributetl ;  and  from 
whom  did  it  come  but  from  Mr.  Davison  f  It 
"was  said  that  Mr.  Davison  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  exculpate  himself.  Did  not  the  evi- 
dence contained  in  the  Report  go  forth  with 
perfect  notoriety?  Why,  then,  did  nt)t  Mr. 
Davison  get  a  petition  presented  to  the  House, 
if  he  v»'as  conscious  of  being  able  to  produce 
evidence  in  his  exculpation  that  would  over- 
power that  which  was  adduced  to  eliminate 
him  ?  Much  was  wanted  to  give  strength  and 
weight  to  what  has  been  lu^gcd  in  his  favour. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  deprecated  the 
interference  of  the  House  in  llie  manner  pro- 
posed.    It  did   not  appear  to  him  becoming 
its  dignity  or  justice  to  concern  itself  in  the 
affair  of  an  individual  in  such  a  way  as  might 
operate  to  bias  the  minds  of  a  jury,  by  pre- 
judging a  case  "which  was  to  be  made  the  sub- 
ject   of    legal    investigation.      If    the    House 
should  so  proceed,  it  might  happen  that  two 
prosecutions  would  come  before   the  courts 
for  the  same  ofFence  ;  for  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral had  no  control  over  the  popular  informer, 
Avho  was,  by  the  statute  of  George  II.  enabled 
to  bring  forward  a  prosecution  for  bribery, 
and  by  v.'hom  he  understood  that  actions  were 
already  commenced  against  Mr.  Davison   for 
penalties  to  the  amount  of  48,000/.     This  cir- 
cumstance, he  conceived,  ought  to  serve  as  a 
strong  inducement  to  the  House  to  decliiie  the 
mode    of    proceeding   recommended    by   the 
motion  of   his  Rt.   Hon.  Friend;   but,  inde- 
pendently of  this  consideration,  he  thought, 
on  the  ground  of  prejudging  the  question,  the 
motion   ought  to  be  rejected.     It  was  noto- 
rious, that  the  courts  were  so  tenacious  that 
no  improper  prepossession  should  be  made  on 
any  case  submitted  to  their  deliberation,  that 
any  thing  designed  for  that  purpose  v.as  pro- 
hibited ;  it  was  known  that  they  had  taken 
notice  of  even  handbills,  and  statements  sup- 
posed to  have  that  tendency,  lest  they  should 
have  any  influence  on  a  jvu-y:  and  what,  he 
would  ask,  could  have  such  important  influ- 
ence on  the  minds  of  any  jury,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  House  of  Commons?   There   was,  he 
was  confident,  no  instance  upon  the  Journals 
similar  to  that  now  proposed,  of  the  Attorney 


that  no  direct  opposition  should  ht  given  to 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  as  the  most 
becoming  way  to  get  rid  of  the  subject,  the 
Hon.  Member  concluded  with  moving  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mf.  Fox  expreflTcd  his  concurrence  with 
most  of  the  arguments  advanced  by  the  Learn- 
ed Member  who  had  last  addressed  tlie  Ht)use, 
and  owned,  that  nothing  appeared  to  him  more 
correct  than  the  motion  he  had  submitted, 
for  when  the  House  did  not  approve  of  a  pro- 
position, or  did  not  wish  to  go  immediately 
into  it,  nothing  was  more  proper  than  to  move 
the  previous  question,  which  did  nut  preclude 
the  subsequent  discussion  of  the  same  subiect, 
if  any  Member  should  think  it  necessary  to 
bring  it  forward.  It  left  the  case  quite  open 
for  any  future  proceeding  that  justice  might 
call  for. 

Mr.  BR/iGOF,  had  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question,  provided  it 
was  understood  that  it  should  not  preclude 
the  House  fi-om  taking  any  proceeding  which 
the  nature  of  the  case  miglit  hereafter  call  for, 
in  pursuance  of  its  own  resolution,  which 
could  not  consistently  be  abandoned.  He  was 
not  unwilling  to  wait  the  result  of  the  actions 
which  were  said  to  be  pending  against  Mr. 
Davison,  but  those  actions  might  he  collti- 
sory;  and  suppose  he  were  acquitted  upon 
them,  would  it  be  becoming  the  importance 
of  the  House  to  be  controlled  by  sucli  discus- 
sions, or  implicitly  to  abide  by  them  ?  On  the 
part  of  the  House  he  protested  against  such 
an  idea. 

Mr.  Grey  was  sm-prised  that  any  Member, 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  rules  and  practice 
of  the  House,  could  consider  any  express  un- 
derstanding necessary  to  know  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  previous  question  was  nothitiig 
m.ore  than  a  postponement  of  the  debate,  and 
did  not  by  any  means  preclude  the  House 
from  subsequently  taking  any  step  in  the  same 
question  they  might  think  expedient.  With 
respect  to  the  measure  recommended  by  the 
comm.ittee,  it  did  not  seem  to  Iiim  calculated 
to  meet  the  mischief  of  which  they  complained. 
That  the  most  flagrant  corruption  prevailed 
in  the  election  of  Ilchester,  to  which  the  Re- 
port referred,  was  a  fact  that  could  not  be 
denied  ;  but  it  would  not  materially  avail  to 
prosecute  the  agent  of  corruption,  while  those 
who  were  willing,  or  rather  anxious  to  be  cor- 


(Jeneral  being  directed  to  prosecute  for  an  of-  '  rupted,  remained  untouched,  and  retained  the 
fence  which  was  already  under  prosecution  j  power  of  vitiating  the  freedotn  of  election, 
before  the  courts.  The  objections  he  enter-  1  The  committee,  in  his  opinion,  v/ould  have 
tamed,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood,  applied  acted  more  wisely  had  they  proposed  a  remedy 
equally  to  the  proposed  prosecution  for  con-  with  respect  to  this  borough,  such  as  v/as 
spiracy  as  to  that  for  bribery.  Indeed,  it  did  adopted  in  the  case  of  Cricklade,  v>hen  the 
not  appear  to  him  that  the  evidence  would  be  {  right  of  votirig  was  extended  ;  or  that  of 
sufhcient  to  sustain  the  charge,  for  no  pioof  1  Shoreham,  where  the  voters  who  had  accepted 
was  given  of  any  act;  done  in  pursuance  of  bribes  were  disfranchized-  li^  hrped,  how- 
thc  conversation  at  West  Camel.  In  order  '  ever,  the  Houce  would  not  i'ghily  pass  cvsr 
a  .1 
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th's  businesr^,  nor  suffer  ihvAr  resolution  to  be 
ml-^1tory.  It  was  :i  ca.-;e  of  that  naluic  which 
01;  'h^  not  to  be  winked  at,  or  allowed  to  es- 
cape in  silence. 

Mr.  Smith  stated,  that  1  he  committee  were 
qnite  ignorant  tluit  any  ?.ctioii;i  were  CJm- 
invnced  aj^ainst  Tvlr.  Davison,  as  his  Rt.  Hon. 
Friend  had  stated. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  observed,  that 
he  was  informed  of  the  actions  having  actually 
commenced. 

The  Chancfllor  of  the  Exckiquer  co- 
incided in  the  observations  of  the  Hon.  Gent, 
(Mr.  Grey),  that  this  was  a  question  which 
called  for  the  fullest  investigation.  The  House 
unquestionably  stood  committed,  and  it  would 
be  disgraceful  to  abandon  the  resolution  re- 
corded in  the  Journals.  Not  having  read  the 
minutes  of  the  committee,  he  could  not  now 
pronounce  any  opinioti  upon  the  proceedings 
v.-hich  it  might  be  advisable  to  adopt ;  but  he 
thought  it  right  that  the  Hv)use  should  appoint 
some  future  day  to  take  tlie  subject  into  con- 
sideration, otherwise  it  might  be  supposed 
without  doors  that  it  was  altogether  dismisred, 
and  that  the  House  declined  to  follow  up  its 
own  resolution.  Ke  thert fwie  moved  th.at  this 
Report  be  taken  into  farther  considt-ration  on 
Monday  fortnight. — Ordered  accordingly. 


ilOUSE   OF   COMMON'S. 

'TInirsdny,  April  28. — (Set-  M'nu-tJS,  p.  Ric) 

[Cape  of  good  hope.] — Lord  Folke- 
S7  0NE  rose,  pursu.mt  to  tlie  notice  he  had 
given,  to  move  for  certain  papers,  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  information  respecting  the  events 
that  have  occurred  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
He  wished,  before  he  made  the  motion,  to 
observe,  that  he  had  no  desire,  by  this  motion, 
to  interfere  with  the  negotiations  v%-hich  were 
now  carrying  on  between  the  Government  of 
thiscountiy  and  France  ;  nor  had  he  any  wish 
to  call  for  any  information  which,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
mig-ht  think  it  improper  to  give ;  though, 
perhaps,-  it  might  not  be  improper  if  the 
House  were  to  call  for  such  information,  with 
a  view  of  rescuing  the  business  out  of  the 
weak  hands  in  which  it  was  now  placed.  But 
as  it  was  not  his  wish  to  urge  on  a  discussion 
upon  the  general  subject  of  the  negotiation, 
if  his  Majesty's  Ministers  Would  say  that  the 
production  of  the  papers  he  now  called  for 
Would  in  any  degee  interfere  with  the  nego- 
tiation that  was  pending,  he  vvould  imn'.e- 
diately  w-ithdrav/  his  motion,  and.  drop  it  alto- 
gether. If,  how^ever,  this  assurance  was  not 
given,  he  would  persi'^l  in  the  n-ntion.  There 
was  anoth'-r  thing  which  he  v>r'shed  to  pre- 
■  inise,   and  that  Wit,  that  in  discussing  this 


subject,  he  should  be  obliged  to  refer  to  a  spe-i 
cies  of  information  which  he  was  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  refer  to,  viz.  the  French  papers. 
Considering  the  ignorance  in  which  the  public 
had  been  for  some  timie  kept,  upon  what  was 
going  forward,  Gentlemen  must  either  be  con- 
tent to  know  nothing,  or  to  have  recourse  to 
the  French  papers  for  the  official  documents 
Vil'.ieh  they  contained.  The  reason  why  he 
wished  the  production  of  the  orders  whicH 
had  been  sent  out  relative  to  the  Cape  of  Goi)d 
Hope  was,  that  the  House  should  really  know 
what  the  fact  was.  He  had  heard,  that  at 
different  times  difFcrent  orders  had  been  sent 
out :  at  one  time  it  was  determined  to  give  it 
up,  and  at  another  it  was  to  be  kept,  without 
any  reason  whatever  being  assigned  for  it. 
After  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
orders  were  sent  out  to  deliver  up  the  Cape ; 
afterwards,  in  the  month  of  October  last, 
when  there  was  a  considerable  ferment  in  con- 
sequence of  the  invasion  of  Switzerland  by 
France,  orders  were  sent  out  that  the  Cape 
s!v)uld  not  be  given  up.  He  did  not  know 
these  circumstances  from-  any  official  account 
published  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  but  from 
the  accounts  published  in  the  French  papers. 
In  point  of  fact  we  did  not  keep  the  Cape  ; 
it  was  a  kind  of  recapture,  and  there  was  a 
regular  capitulation.  He  was  anxious  that  the 
country  should  be  acquainted  with  all  the  facts 
u]H)n  this  subject,  because  it  proved  such  a 
wavering  in  the  councils  of  this  country,  that 
the  flouse  had  a  right  to  full  in.formation  upon 
the  subject.  There  -was  another  reason  why 
he  wished  for  the  production  of  the  orders 
which  had  been  sent  out,  and  the  dispatches 
V;hich  had  been  received,  and  that  was,  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  dates.  He 
wanted  to  compare  the  date  of  the  dispatches 
which  informed  Ministers  of  the  detention  of 
the  C.3pe,  with  the  date  of  his  Majesty's  m.es- 
sage  to  that  Flouse,  because  he  did  believe 
that  those  dispatches  conduced  to  the  mes- 
sage, and  the  consequent  armament.  The 
King's  message  was  delivered  on  the  8th  of 
March,  stating  that  discussions  were  pending 
between  this  country  and  France,  and  that 
armaments  were  preparing  in  the  ports  of 
France  and  Ht)lland.  The  French  official  pa- 
per denied  that  any  discussions  were  pending, 
and  indeed  he  did  not  see  what  discussion.^ 
could  be  going  on  except  with  regard  to  the 
Cape.  As  to  the  armaments  in  the  French 
ports,  they  were  nothing  m.ore  than  had  been 
cairying  on  for  some  time.  But  it  was  gene- 
rally supposed  that  the  discussions  were  rela- 
tive to  the  island  of  Malta.  Upon  this  point 
be  wished  to  observe,  that  in  the  expose  of  the 
French  government,  in  which  they  gave  an 
account  of  the  situation  of  the  country,  it 
was  stated  that  the  English  still  retained  pos- 
session of  Alexandria  ami  Malta,  bnt  that  the 
ships  which  were  to  ci.pvey  home  the  garri- 
sons of  those  places,  had  arrived  in  the  Me- 
diterranean.   In  the  correspondence  between 


»537] 


PAT^LIAMENTARY    DEBATES.— [April  2?.] 


[^^3fi 


Sir  A.  Ball  and  I\L.n.s.  Biissy,  it  w.ts  contcndi'd 
by  the  kittci",  thai,  tlij  Euglisli  had,  as  loiii; 
ago  as  the  iiionMi  of  Jupf  list,  consented  that 
the  Grand  Master  should  be  elected  hy  the 
Pope,  whicii  had  been  done  ;  and  that  as  to 
the  guarantee  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe, 
they  were  to  be  solicited  to  guaranty  the  in- 
dependence of  the  island,  but  that  such  a 
guarantee  was  not  absolutely  necessary.  He 
did  ifot  state  this  as  his  opinion  upon  this 
tjuestion,  because  this  was  not  the  proper 
time  to  enter  it;to  it,  though  he  had  formed  a 
decided  opinion  upon  It.  He  did  not  urge 
this  with  a  view  to  extract  information  from 
Ministers,  but  to  shew  thr't  the  discussion 
could  not  be  about  Malta,  and  consequently 
to  strengthen  his  argument  for  the  production 
of  the  papers  relative  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  He  again  repeated,  that  if  Ministers 
would  state,  that  any  pui)iic  inconvenience 
would  arise  from  the  production  of  the  inform- 
ation he  required,  he  would  not  press  his 
uiotion  ;  but  if  they  did  not  state  thr.t,  he 
should  move,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
*'  House  a  copy,  or  copies,  uf  all  orders  srent 
*'  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  respecting  the 
*'  surrender  of  that  colony,  since  the  signature 
"  of  the  treaty  of  peace  w  ith  the  French  re- 
"  public  :  together  with  a  copy,  or  copies,  of 
"  all  dispatches  relative  to  the  surrender  or 
*'  detention  of  that  colony,  as  received  by 
*'  the  commanders  of  British  forces  by  land 
*'  or  sea  there,  and  the  times  when  they  were 
♦'  received  from  his  Majesty's  Ministers — Also 
"  an  account  of  all  discussion,  if  any,  which 
"  has  taken  place  between  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
*'  nisters  and  the  French  government,  respect- 
"  ing  that  colony,  since  the  signature  of  the 
"  treaty,  previous  to  the  last  order  sent  out 
"  for  the  surrender  of  the  same." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  Noble  Lord  must  forgive  him  if  he  ob- 
served, that  there  was  a  strange  inconsistency 
between  his  declaration  at  the  commencement 
of  his  speech,  and  the  arguments  which  he 
had  used  in  the  course  of  it.  The  Noble 
Lord  stated  at  the  beginning  of  his  speech, 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  bring  forward  in  his 
motion  the  general  points  which  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  in  discussion  at  present  between 
this  country  and  France,  more  especially  as 
an  Hon.  Gent,  had  given  notice  of  a  motion 
which  would  embrace  the  whole  subject. 
After  making  this  decLiration,  the  NcTi^IeL&rd 
bestowed  a  considerable  part  of  his  speech  to 
prove  that  the  only  suh-ject  in  dispute  between 
this  country  and  France  must  be  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope ;  and  in  the  concluding  part  of 
his  motion,  he  desired  to  know  what  were 
tlie  discussions  going  on  between  this  country 
and  France  relative  to  the  Cape ;  so  that  the 
Noble  Lord  hrst  declared  that  he  did  not 
want  to  extract  information  respecting  the 
discussions  now  going  on :  then  he  endea- 
vom-ed  to  prove  that  the  only  discussion  going 
Vol.  III. 


on  must  be  about  the  C:pe  ;  and  la^^tly,  he 
tnoved  for  an  account  of  the  discussions  which 
weie  going  on  respecting  the  Cape.  He  was 
therefore,  he  thonghS  juslilied  in  stating, 
that  there  w.-  a  considerable  degree  of  incon- 
sistency lietuecn  the  professions  and  the 
speech'  of  ll  e  Noble  Lord.  But  siu'ely,  if 
the  :^'obic  Lord  hau  been  aware  of  the  general 
acceptation  of  the  notice  which  Iiad  been  given 
by  au  Hon.  Member  (Col.  Patten),  which  em.- 
braced  every  object  of  public  concern,  he 
would  have  abstained  from  any  specific  mo- 
tion. He  really  had  entertained  a  hope  that,. 
underthepre:entcircumst.!Pces,  such  motions 
as  the  present  would  not  ha\e  been  inade.  He 
was  by  no  means  disposed  to  deny  that  the 
subject  to  ^^■hich  the  Noble  Lord's  motion 
ref>:rrcd,  was  one  upon  wh.ch  the  House  had 
a  right  to  expect  information  and  explanation. 
It  was  one  upo.^  which  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
were  anxious  to  give  information,  when  it 
could  be  done  ivithout  prejudice  to  the  pub- 
lic service.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he 
could  not  consent  to  negative  the  motion  :  on 
the  other  hand,  he  ct  aid  not  accede  to  it, 
because  it  would  require  explanations  that 
could  not  be  given  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, without  inconvenience  to  tlie  public 
service.  He  should  therefore  m.oye  the  order 
of  the  d;'\-,  or  the  previous  question  :  he  was 
inclined  to  prefer  the  formei ,  because  he  could 
not  approve  of  the  form  of  the  motion — he 
should  therefore  move  the  order  of  the  day, 
declaring  again,  that  there  was  no  inclination 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  keep 
back  any  information  that  could  throw  any 
light  upon  the  subject,  when  that  information 
could  be  properly  given.  With  regard  to  the 
form  of  the  motion,  he  suggested  to  the 
Noble  Lord  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
to  put  it  into  the  form  of  an  address  to  his 
Majesty. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  if  it  was  more  con- 
sistent with  the  forms  of  the  House,  he  had 
no  objection  to  move  it  in  the  shape  of  an 
address. 

Mr.  V/iNDHAM  said,  he  merely  rose  to  re- 
nirrk,    in    answer  to  what   had    fallen    from 
!  tb-  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  censured  his  No- 
i  ble  Friend  for  some  supposed  inconsistency  in 
i  his   speech,   that  there    appeared  to  him   no 
'  ground  for  such  a  charge.     His  Noble  Friend 
'  did  not  say,  that  he  would  not  press  his  mo- 
•.  tion  if  it  had  any  connexion  v/ith  the  discus- 
i  sion    going    on    between    this    c  untry    and 
France;  he  had  merely  said,  that  he- would 
not  press  for  the  disclosure  of  any  iriforma- 
tion  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  public 
interest.     He  was  therefore  at  liberty  to  con- 
jecture what  were  the  points  now  in  negotia- 
tion.    With  regard  to  the  notice   which  had 
been  given   by  an  Hon.  Member,  he  did  not 
consider  that  as  any  argument  against  his^No> 
ble  Friend's  motion ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the 
*  M  ra 
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•general  subject  was  to  be  discusser',  i'  was  a 
strovig  rt^asoh  why  as  much  previous  i.-rbrma- 
tion  should  be  obtained  as  possible.  If  Rr- 
risters  would  sta'.e  that  the  production  of  this 
infoi.nation  would  be  injuriou,':,  in  that  case 
the   Ho  ise  muct  w:?'*^   until  thj  proper  time 


and  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  stating  in  a 
few  words,  why  he  should  concur  in  the  mo- 
tion f  n"  the  previous  question,  or  in  any  other 
that  mii-^ht  be  the  best  mode  of  setting  it  ar.ide 
for  the  present.  He  agreed  w:th  the  Noble 
Lord  in  wuac  he  hid  slated  about  tKe  Cape; 


i\i..i.Si.e,S. 

Loid  Hawkesbury  said,  he  was  not  in  the 
Kwiise  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ncble 
Lorj'o  speech,  but  certainly  he  had  very  re- 
r:o.'.s  objectio:hs  to  the  niotior.  as  it  was  word- 
eo,  and  connected  with  what  he  had  hearo  of 
the  Noble  Loid's  speech.  He  had  stated  that 
it  was  net  iiis  intention  to  ernbanns;  liic  ne- 
gotiation, and  yet  the  latter  part  of  the  mo- 
tion went  to  cail  for  iaformaiion  respecting 
the  discussions  relative  to  the  Cape.  iMow  if 
this  was  one  of  the  subjects  under  discussion, 
as  the  NoDle  Lord  supposed,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  produce  the  information  required 
by  the  motion,  without  going  into  explana- 
tions of  other  points  which  might  be  in  dis- 
cussion. He  did  hope,  that  under  tlie  pre- 
sent circumstances,  detached  motions  of  this 
sort  would  not  have  been  brought  forward. 
The  House  and  the  country  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect all  the  information  th^'t  could  be  given 
as  to  the  v,-ay  in  which  the  afFairs  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  managed  for  some  time  past. 
But  the  v.'ay  of  obLaining  that  information, 
and  of  foiming  a  good  judgnient  upon  it, 
was  to  have  the  whole  subject  before  th.em  at 
once,  and  not  by  taking  up  detached  and  un- 
connected points.  Ccnforrnably  v^'ith  that 
principle,  he  thought  it  would  have  been  bet 


y.'he:-;  the  infun^.ation  could  be  given,  resting,  ,  it  was  a  subject  fit  to  be  txamined— he  appre 
in  the  mean  while,  upon  the  responsibility  of    hended  that  every  body  was  ready  to  agree  to 

that  proposition  :  but  the  question  was,  whe- 
ther that  examination  should  be  on  :his  day  or 
not.  If  the  House  had  agreed  '.n  the  m.otiou 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  nit  on, 
then  the  inquiry  now  proposed  would  have 
been  fit  as  a  part  of  that  general  inqu.iy;  be- 
cause that  would  be  entering  into  the  dttril  .1 
a  matter,  the  principle  of  which  had  bee  ad- 
mitted. But  whether,  in  the  present  stat;-  of 
the  nation,  the  House  ougiit  now  to  tnier 
into  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  King's 
Minioters  respecting  the  Cape — whether  it  vv  .^s 
the  best  mode  to  take  a  view  of  that  question, 
as  the  Noble  Lord's  motion  pointed  out,  or 
to  wait  until  the  Plouse  had  decided  on  the 
general  question  of  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  the  nation,  was  for  the  House  to  deter- 
mine. Now,  upon  that  point  he  had  no  c.Fn- 
cnlty  whatever.  There  was  another  ccn;;!- 
deration,  v.hich  was-  in  his  opinion,  preLv.:!- 
nary  to  this :  the  general  state  of  'he  nation, 
in  the  firs:  place :  secondly,  perhaps,  the  con- 
duct which  led  to  the  situation  in  which  v:2 
are.  These  geneial  points  ou^ht,  as  he  con- 
ceived, to  be  disposed  of,  before  any  quesi:ua 
in  detail  should  be  discussed.  This  appeared 
to  him  to  be  obvious.  If  it  shculd  be  the 
opinion  of  the  ilouse,  it  is  not  fit  at  this  mo- 
ment to  enter  into  an  iuqairy  into  the  state  of 
the  nation,  then  undoubtedly  the  present  mo- 


ter  to  wait  until  a  commuiication  was  made,  tion  will  have  been  premature,  inasmu';h  as  it 
or  until  some  geneial  motion  was  made,  which  |  must  be  improper  to  enter  on  a  detailed  part 
would   bnng  the  vvh::Ic-   subject  at  once  be-    of  an  inquiry,  the  whole  of  which  would,  in 


quiry, 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  have  been  unfit. 
If  the  v/hole  ought  to  be  negatived,  undoubt- 
edly a  part  of  it  could  not  property  be  enter- 
tained. If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  House 
should  agree  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  nation,  then  this  motion,  as  a 
part  of  t'n^  detail  of  that  inquiry,  \,\jidd  be- 
come a  very  proper  and  a  veiy  important  part. 
As  to  the  general  subject  of  inquiry,  his  opi- 


fore   the   House.     He   begged,  before   he    sat 
down,  to  observe,  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  j 
from-  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoi^e  last,  that 
his  Rt.  Hen.  Friend  had  not  said  the  produc- 
tion of  the  papers  moved  for  would  be  preju-  ' 
dicial;  he  had   merely  said,  that  the  produc- ! 
tion  of  those  papers  might  lead  to  a  discussion  i 
and  explanation,  v.'hich  m.ight   be  productive  I 
of  public  h:ccnven;encc.    It"  was  not  propc'cd  ' 

to  oegatiye  the  motion,  it  might  therefore  be  |  nion  was,  as  it  generally  had  been,  that  the 
brought  forward  at  any  future  time.  1  House  of  Commons  oug^ht  not  to  be  timid  in 

■  I  asking  questions  of  Ministers,  neither  should 

Lord  Folkestone  spoke  shortly  in  reply  :  it  screen  itself  from  the  execution  of  its  duty, 
he  said,  he  was  not  bound  by  any  notice  by  desiring  Ministers,  and  relying  on  their  re- 
which  might  have  been  given  by  any  other  sponsibility,  to  do  theirs.  He  had  always 
^lem.ber,  and  observed,  that  great  inconvcni-  been  of  opinion,  that  the  House  should  take 
ence  might  result  from  the  practice  of  giving  upon  itself  the  task  of  advising  the  Crov.-n  in 
jiotices  of  motions,  almost  all  cases  whatever  of  difficulty;  there- 

fore, if  the  House  should,  as  he  was  inclined 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  there  was  no  want  of  to  wish,  enter  into  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
candour,  as  he  conceived,  imputable  to  the  the  nation,  this  motion  would  be  premature, 
Noble  Lord  who  had  brought  forward  the  because  the  genera!  inquiry  appeared  to  him 
motion  now,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  to  be  preliminary  to  any  particular  detail  of 
done  it;  but  although  he  felt  that  impression,  ;  discussion.  He  thought  to  throw  out  these 
ht  could  not  support  the  motion  at  present ;    few  hints  upon  the  course  of  discussion,  biit 
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there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  saying 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Noble  Lord  was  not 
candid. 

Mr.  Martin  said,  that  the  Hon,  Gent,  vvho 
spoke  last  h,'d  used  an  expression,  of  which 
he  could  not  help  taking  notice.  He  did  not 
mean  to  pay  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  any  compliments: 
since  he  had  been  in  power,  he  (Mr.  Martin) 
had  bestowed  his  best  attention  to  his  con- 
duct, and  he  conceived  that  that  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  had  acted  with  integrity  and  propriety. 
But,  with  regard  to  his  responsibility,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin said,  "  T  have  now  been  a  good  v>hile  in  this 
House — I  have  heard  '  responsibility'  often 
used,  but  never  to  any  efFect:  with  regard  to 
the  responsibility  of  Ministers  in  thi?  country, 
I  would  not  give  twopence  for  it." 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
TriJay,  April  29. — (See  Minutes,  p.  811.) 
[Nottingham    election.] — -Mr.  Haw 


Member  would  allow  that  some  measure  ought 
to  be  adopted,  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  cor- 
poration and  county;  and  therefore  thjsc 
Gent,  who  object  to  the  present  bill,  should 
suggest  some  measure  to  render  the  inhaLit- 
ants  secure  from  riots  and  continual  dis- 
turbance. He  would  assure  the  House,  that 
if  the  present  bill  passed  into  a  law,  and  did 
not  a)iswer  the  pm-pose  ir.tc^nded,  he  would  be 
one  of  the  first  either  to  amend  it,  or  give  his 
vote  for  making  it  void,  for  any  bill  that  the 
House  should  think  better  calculated  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  peace ;  but  certainly  some 
measure  is  highly  necessary  to  correct  the 
abuses  complained  of.  It  must  be  evident  to 
the  House,  if  we  adnlit  no  blame  can  possibly 
attach  to  the  magistrates,  that  their  present 
power  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  secure  the 
peace  of  the  town.  The  strong  ground  upon 
which  he  had  gone,  and  the  evidence  adduced 
before  the  committee,  go  to  prove  that  the 
evil  complained  of  calls  loudly  for  redress. 
In  his  mind,  the  scenes  of  vice  which  have 
been  witnessed  in  Nottingham  exceed  all  de- 
scription. If  we  were  to  go  beyond  the  state- 
ment of  the  evidence  before  the  committee, 


KINS  Browne  said,  before  he  moved  that  the  |  and  suffer  persons  to  be  called  to  the  bar  of 
bill  should  go  into  a  committee,   he  should      '      "  ■  '  '    '  >  ^     ..      . 

trouble  the  House  with  a  few  observations  on 
the  subject,  and  on  the  remarks  of  the  Learned 
Counsel.  It  had  been  said  by  the  I^earned 
Counsel,  that  no  particular  charge  had  been 
made  cut  against  the  mayor  ar^l  magistrates 
of  Nottingham  by  the  evidence  adduced  in 
the  committee,  to  prove  that  they  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  riots,  and  were  guilty  of 
wilful  neglect;  but  in  answer  to  that  Learned 
Gentlen'iin's  remark,  he  would  say,  if  the 
evidence  had  gone  to  prove  that  the  magis- 
trates had  violated  the  law  to  that  extent,  he 
should  have  taken  a  different  measure,  and 
have  brought  them  before  a  court  of  Justice  ; 
but  it  was  a  different  species  of  impropriety 
that  they  were  accused  of,  and  that  was,  a 
shameful  partiality  in  favour  of  one  candi- 
date, and  a  neglect  of  duty  in  not  endeavour- 
ing to.  subdue  the  riot  which  took  place  du- 
ring the  election  at  Nottingham,  and  which  he 
had  no  doubt  they  might  have  done  if  they 
had  been  so  inclined.  The  evidence  called 
before  the  comnutiee  not  only  proved,  that 
dreadful  riots  took  place  during  the  election, 
but  on  all  occasions  in  that  town:  it  was 
therefore  necessary  some  measure  should  be 
adopted  for  the  safety  of  the  public.  The 
bill  now  before  the  House  goes  to  destroy 
those  scenes  of  disorder  and  wickedness  which 
have  been  the  companions  of  the  town  of 
Nottingham  too  long ;  and  he  did  not  doubt 
but  it  would  tend  to  produce  that  comfort  to 
the  inhabitants,  to  which  they  have  bt^en  a 
considerable  time  strangers.  He  could  net 
suppose  that  any  Gent,  in  that  House  would 
take  it  upon  himself  to  say,  that  dreadful  riots 
have  not  existed  in>  Nottingham ;  and  there- 
foi:e,  that  being  the  case,  -ie  thought  every 


the  House,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  to 
prove  that  tumultuous  parties  have  destroyed 
the  peace  of  the  town  for  these  ten  years  past. 
There  were  strong  political  parties  in  Not- 
tingham, and  he  would  state  to  the  House 
one  among  many  circumstances  which  gave 
rise  to  much  confusion  during  the  late  war. 
A  number  of  persons  would  collect  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town,  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of 
the  mail  coach,  to  learn  the  success  of  our 
navy  and  army;  and  whatever  intelligence  ar- 
rived of  any  importance  to  these  politicians, 
was  not  argued  on  with  temperance,  but  ge- 
nerally caused  great  confusion  between  the 
pailies,  and  frequently  ended  in  a  dreadful 
not:  by  tliis  detail  of  facts  he  did  not  mean 
to  censure  any  man  for  taking  an  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  his  country;,  but  when  politi- 
cal difFerences  engendered  tumults  dangerous 
to  public  safety,  he  thought  if.  necessary  that 
some  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  com- 
forts  of  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  as  yet  had 
been  adduced  to  satisfy  him  that  the  freedom 
of  election  had  not  been  violated,  and  that 
there  was  no  occasion  to  give  a  concurrent 
authority  to  the  magistrates  of  the  county: 
on  the  contri'.ry,  he  thought  some  remedy 
ought  to  be  takei^  to  put  an  end  to  the  confu- 
sion mentioned,  and  did  not  see  a  single  evil 
that  could  arise  from  the  bill  now  in  the  Kcu  e. 
He  should  therefore  move,  that  the  bill  should 
^,0  into  a  commitlee  cf  tlie  whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  KEKEtrRSON  said,  he  concurred  w'lih 
the  last  Hon.  Gent,  that  the  evils  ccjnplained 
of  r.'qu'rcd  amendment  by  law,  and  that  tie 
peace  of  the  town  had  been  disturl  ed  mmr 
yearii  by  tumultuous  assemblies ;  he  thcrefojr^ 
*Mm  a 
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thought  that  the  present  bill  was  c:i]culated  to 
produce  much  good  in  the  town  of  Nutting- 
ham  ;  but  he  h.id  gre.it  doubts  whether  the 
bill  could  pass  into  a  law,  consistent  with  the 
ancient  law  of  the  nation.  The  object  of  the 
bill  is  to  increase  the  number  of  magistrates 
for  the  county  and  town  of  Nottingham  ;  h\!t 
according  to  an  act  of  the  27th  of  Iknry  VIII. 
chap.  24.  the  appointment  of  magistrates  is 
vested  in  the  Crown,  and  the  ofiice  of  magis- 
trate is  procured  by  letters  patent  from  the 
Great  Seal.  He  observed,  h.owever  useful  ♦^he 
bdl  would  be  to  the  inhabitants  of  Notting- 
ham, he  had  not  a  doubt  but  it  av;(s  not  only 
contrary  to  the  ancient  charter  of  the  town, 
but  the  established  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  befcre   he   c;>:nc  to  state  his 
objections  to  the  bill  now  in  the  IFoiise,  he 
could  not  forbear  reprobating  the  unhandsome 
way   the   Hon.   Gent,   opposite   to    him    h.-id 
treated   the  magietratcF.     If  the    mayor   and 
magistrates   have  acted   contrary   to   law,    it 
Would  be  the  duty  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  and  the 
House  to  bring  them  into  a  court  of  justice; 
but  he  thought  the  method  taken  to  "degrade 
them  in  the  public  opinion,  without  making 
any  thing  like  a  charge,  was  highly  censurable, 
and  ought  to  meet  with  the  disapprobation  of 
every  man  who  considers  the  merits  of  the 
case.     He  would  ask.  what  was  the  charge 
against    the    migistrates?     Did    the    resolu- 
tions contain   any  thing  like  proof  that  they 
had   sanctioned   a    riot    at  Nottingham  ?     He 
would  answer,  No.     Why  v.-ere  these  Gent. 
not  accused  of  an  offence  in  a  direct  way,  if : 
they  had  committed  any  thing  criminal  ?    But  \ 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  en-  1 
dcavoured  to  make  out  a  charge  in  dark  and  ! 
unintelligible    language,    which    goes   to   rob  ! 
them  of  their  peace  of  mind  and  character,  t 
without  any  thing  like  proof  of  guilt.     The  i 
resolution  contained  a  charge  apparently  le-  I 
nient,  but  which   teased  them  by  pains  and  ! 
penalties.     He  would  ask  the  Hon.   Gent,  if  j 
the   magistrates   were   guilty   of   the    offence  ' 
talked  so  much  of,  why  not  come  forward  and  j 
f'xhibit    their    wickedness   by    something  like 
proof?    He   was   satisfied   the   resolution,    in  j 
\vhich  the  magistrates  were  mentioned  as  hav-  ; 
ing  done  wrong  during  the  election,  amounted  ' 
to   nothing  that   would   incur  either  punish-' 
ment,  or  censure  of  Parliament.     Man v  Gent.  | 
who  have  perused  the  resolution,  acknowledge  ; 
that  it  only  expresses  a  doubt  of  their  guilt. 
This  was  the  only  meaning  conveyed  ;  it  was 
therefore  very  hard  that  the  mayor  and  magis-  ' 
trates  should  suffer  by  mere  assertioji.     It  was  i 
true,  the  evidence  was  very  voluminous,  yet  j 
there  was  no  part  of  it  that'  aftccted  the  ma-  | 
gistrates   for   not  having  done  their  duty  to  ' 
the   best  of  their  ability. — The  preamble   of  ' 
the  bill  st.ated,  that  tumultuous  conduct  has  i 
exist^il  for  m.^ny  years,  and  tl^e'-efore  it  was  \ 
common   to  the   town.     The  f.;ets  are,  that  \ 
there  are  two  parties  at  Nottingham—one  bv  j 


the  name  of  Loy.ilists,  the  other  by  the  name 
!  of  Jaco'iins,  who  v>erc  coi-.tinudly  opposing- 
i  each    other.     He    v\ould    mention   a  circum- 
stance  which  the  H(  n.  Gent.  :>pposite  to  him 
had   concealed,   and   which   woaid    shew  the 
difficulty   there    was   in    keeping  an   inflamed 
populace  from  xiets  of  violence.     A  Gent,  of 
the  name  of   Davison,  who    is  a  magistrate, 
had    his  house  pulled  dcv.n   some  few  years 
ago  by  a  Nottirgiiam  mob,  notwithstanding 
every  endeavour  n.is  made  to  prevent  the  riot. 
j  This  shews  the  ditf.ciilty  there  is,  paiticularly 
at  an  election,  to  keep  a  mob  from  committing 
j  some  acts  of  oiimige,  and  therefore  is  it  to  be 
I  supposed  that  an  election  mob  are  easily  kept 
I  in   Older.''    The   magistrates,  he  cojld  prove, 
had  done  every  thing  in   liieir  power  to   pre- 
,  vent  the  riots  at  Nottingham.     The  freedom 
of  election   was   one   of   the  blessings   of  ihe 
I  English  constitution,  and  he  would  advise  the 
I  Hun.  Gent,  opposite  to  him  not  to  carry  the 
I  law  too  far,  as  it  might  produce  many  evils, 
i  and  occasion  much   confusion.     The  last  war 
has  caused  many  persons  to  divide  in  opinion 
on    the  propriety  of  the   nat'on   entering  into 
,  it;  and  as  many  persons  had  suffered  mi;ch 
I  by  the  war,  as  far  as  related  to  their  trade  and 
v.iantif  ictories,  they  therefore  indulged  a  wish 
,  to  support  those   Members  who  opposed  the 
'  war.     He  therefore  thought  any  attempt  to 
'■  prevent  the   inhabitants   from    shewing   their 
I  zeal  for  a  particular  Member,  would  be  dan- 
gerous.    He  should  repeat  an  observation  he 
made  on  a  former  evening  on  the  subject,  that 
this  was  not  the  only  town  where  riots  a:com- 
paiiied  elections  ;  yet  no  notice  had  been  taken 
of  them.     He  begged   leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion   of  the   House  to  the  riots  in  the  year 
1780,  which  Avere  suffered  to  get  to  an  alarm- 
ing height  before  the  magistrates  exerted  them- 
selves to  prevent  them.     No  one  could  doubt, 
who  knew  the  facts,  but  the  City  magistrates 
were  very  in.ittentive  to  their  <luty;  yet  no 
attempt  was  made  to  get   the  concurrent  ju- 
risdiction of  the  county  of  Middlesex  over  the 
corporation    of  the   city   of   LondoTi,    which 
would  have  been  cc.-itrary  to  tlic  ancient  char- 
ter of  that  city — and  it  evidently  was  contrary 
to  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Nottingham. 
He  would   be  glati  to  know  why  the  magi.s- 
trates  of  Birmingham  did  not  gtt  the  concur- 
rent 'uri.sdiction  (;f  the  ci.*unty  of  Warwick, 
when   half  the  houses   in    Birmingham   were 
destroyed  ;  yet  the  magistrates  were  not  called 
to   an   account  for  not  having  prevented  the 
destruction  which  took  place  on   that  occa- 
sion.    The  Judges  have  paid  the  corporation 
of   Nottingham,    on    many   occasions,    great 
praise    for    maintaining    good    order    in    the 
town;   and  it  is  also  known,  that  the   ludge 
have  observed  a  smaller  number  of  offenders 
have  been   brought  before  them  in  the  tov>n 
of  Nottingham,  than  in  any  other  of  the  same 
magnitude  in  Fng'and.     During  an   election^ 
It   has  always  bten  thought  prudent  to   pive 
the  mob  a  certain  indulgence.    He  was  sure, 
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haJ  not  Mr.  Coke  stood  the  contc:rt,  no  con-  |  Sergeant,  .md  said,  that  he  m;if!e  no  o1>rer\'a. 


fusion  vvoulii  have  t;ikcn  pl.;c?.  He  coiiltl 
prove  that  tb<-  ni;ijrislrates  hdd  dune  all  tiicy 
toulJ  fur  ihe  jairpoKc  ot"  jcHiu??  each  cand.-Jate 
iatisfaotion.  If  ihce  gcnllonfTi  liad  acted 
contrary  to  law,  and  their  offence  was  at  all 
LrougiU  bonie  lo  tiitin,  he  for  one  would  wibh 
ti)  ■:.tc  th.eni  piv.^ishfd,  as  an  exarnidc  to  other 
in?!j;Jstrntf3.  Jtw.as  oy  cLarare  that  we  pre- 
served the  ffttdom  of  the  coTistitutioii ;  and 
wherever  we  lost  pait  of  om  freedom,  it  was 
by  the  (iest  ruction  of  ariCieiit  ch.irtcrs  and  pri- 
vileges: he  therefore  thoiitxht  this  bill  we  uld 
go  a  great  way  to  rob  the  town  of  part  of  its 
Siccdo.n.  He  should  not  object  to  th.is  bill,  if 
it  ojuy  gave  a  cuncurient  jurisdiction  to  ina- 
^■stiates  of  the  county  duriny;  an  eltclion,  or 
in  ca  e  of  a  rrot,  exctyt  one  clause  which  ap- 
plied to  the  nriagisirates,  and  which  he  so 
ruuh  reprobated.  In  order  to  slander  the 
niayur  and  magistrates,  it  had  been  reported, 
that  tlK>  had  sanctioned  the  exhibition  of  a 
naked  female,  who  was  called  the  Goddess  of 
Ueason.  Thin,  with  several  other  stories, 
Wire  circulated  to  their  prejudice;  and  a.i  at- 
tti^i.pt  was  made  to  prove  the  trinh  of  these 
.siories  before  the  committee,  but  it  failed,  as 
the  Chairman  of  the  committee  would  not 
admit  the  hired  witnesses  to  give  their  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  BwNU  faid  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one 
t)*^  the  con  mittce  on  \\  hose  report  this  bill  was 
wriginally  fountitd,  and  he  hid  given  much  of 
his  attention  to  the  subject ;  he  had  formed  an 
opinion  iii)on  it,  and  that  opinion  was  uecid- 
ctlly  oppo>^ite  totiiat  which  iiadbcen  expressed 
by  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and  he  felt  ii  his  duty  to  speak  upon  the  sub- 


tions  on  ti'ie  eiidence  cm  which  this  bill  was 
fovnidtd,  l;ecause  he  had  no  materials  for  that 
purpof.e,  nur  u\h,ii  ti  e  prLand)le  of  the  bil! 
for  the  same  reanon  ;  neither  did  he  call  any 
evidence  on  the  r.;)!  of  his  clients,  and  thct 
f(.r  the  cat-e  reason  also.  The  preamble  cf 
the  bill  was  important  to  be  attended  to  hi 
this  debate;  that  ]..reamble  did  not  merely 
state  the  iate  riot 5  at  Nottingham,  but  toolc 
notice  of  m.;ny  former  riots  there,  and  the 
siiiglc  questivm  now  prop(  u:.ded  to  the  Hoiise 
was,  whcthei  they  should  ayiply  a  remedy  to 
that  evil  ?  As  to  the  punishment,  of  "  liich 
tilt  Hon.  Gent.  wUo  spcke  last  had  said  so 
rruch,  and  iiad  said  it  v,as  v.ithout  conviction, 
he  hncw  of  no  puni-hment  or  <.on\iction  nerei.- 
sary  to  support  this  bill,  rtn-  v  -^s  any  thing 
nece^saiT  to  be  ativericd  to  for  tliat  inirpose 
but  the  evidence  and  the  resolutioiis  now  upom 
the  tabic.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  t!;e  hill 
now  beh-re  the  House  called  the  insuUini^ 
language  of  lenity;  if  there  was  in  that  H!I 
any  language  of  insult,  he  was  glad  to  bear 
his  share  of  tlat  insult.  That  a;iy  Gent, 
from  reading  detached  parts  of  the  evidenre, 
shoiild  say  that  the  Mayor  of  Nottirgh;mi  de- 
served praise,  he  should  not  wonder;  but  if 
any  body  v\ho  had  lead  it  tluough,  which  was 
necessary  to  the  proper  imderstanding  it,  for 
it  was  not  like  some  bncfs  that  are  delivered 
to  counsel,  where  he  might  jump  over  the 
parts  wiiich  were  immaterial,  and  yet  miss  no- 
thing which  was  important,  but  if,  he  said, 
any  body  who  had  read  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, question  and  answer,  should  say  that 
the  Mayor  of  Nottingham  deserved  praise,  he 
should  indeed  wonder.  He  had  no  hesitation 
,  in  saying,  tliat  if  any  Member  of  that  House, 
jcct :  he  was  anxious  to  do  so,  particularly  on  ;  on  reading  the  whol  of  that  evidence,  would 
account  of  what  v  as  stated  by  an  Hon.  Gent,  say  that  the  Mayor  of  Nottingham  deserved 
opposite  to  him  on.  the  point  of  law,  for  he  praise,  "  why,  then,"  said  Mr.  Bond,  "  he 
had  argued  it  in  some  respect  as  contrary  to  has  a  temper  and  a  mode  of  thinking,  which 
«ur  constitution,  because  it  tended  to  create  a  I  neither  have  nor  envy."  He  had  no  scruple 
magistracy,  which  was  tiie  undoubted  prero-  in  saying,  and  he  pledged  whatever  character 
gativc  of  tile  Crown;  but  that  was  a  misappre-  he  had  as  a  lawyer  in  that  House,  that  the 
hcusion  of  liic  operation  of  the  bill:  it  was  magistrates  of  Nottingham  were  ciiminal'y  re- 
nut  to  create  any  magistracy,  but  to  extend  j  sponsi'^le  for  their  conduct  at  the  late  eiec- 
the  authority  of  a  magistracy  already  created  ;  ;  tion  ;  but  he  did  not  advise  them  to  be  pur- 


and  liiat  an  act  of  Parliament  may  do  this  with- 
out any  invasion  of  liie  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  he  had  many  analogous  cases  to  shew  ; 
and  wiien  he  had  done  so,  he  should  relieve 
the  anxiety  of  the  Hon.  Member  on  the  point 
of  law.  As  to  the  hearing  of  counsel  at  the 
bar,  he  did  not  think  that  in  strictuess  the 
parlies  were  eiititied  to  be  heard  by  c-ounsel 
on  this  subject :  but  h.c  assented  to  it,  because 
he  did  nc;t  wish  10  shut  the  door  against  any 
inform  uion  w  iiich  tiie  iiouse  might  rece'vt, 
and  therefore  counsel  wa;-  her.rd.  He  had  great 
respect  for  tiiat  Learned  Gent,  both  foi  his 
ai)'ilities  as  a  lawyer,  and  chaiacter  as  a  man, 
but  he  preif.ssed  not  to  have  changed  his  opi- 
nion from  his  arguments.  He  then  proceeded 
to  I  :fce  notice  of  the  a7-g!:ineut:)  of '.hat  Lciined 


iviid,  on  that  account,  for  this  reason,  there 
were  many  very  material  "ircumstances  of  ex- 
tenuation in  their  case ;  and  therefore,  al- 
though they  were  criminal,  yet,  with  his  im- 
pression of  the  circumstances  cf  e:-ctenuation, 
it  was  his  wish  and  his  inclinaiion,  and  if  ''t 
was  the  language  of  hisuh,  h-  must  hold  it 
still,  that  lenient  measures  should  'b^>Rd<^ted  ; 
but  if  it  became  necessary  to  adopt  other  mea- 
sures, and  if  he  was  driven  to  them  by  oppo- 
sition to  this  bill,  and  if  he  could  have  no  re- 
medy Euch  as  this  bill  prop,  scd,  and  which 
was  congenial  to  his  wishes  and  to  hie  o'Sf  >- 
siticn,  he  must  pu-siie  these  n-agistrates  as 
crim.inals ;  for  in  such  1  ca^e,  wi.en  there  \\;is 
no  other  remedy,  he  would  puisue  the  coi;;  ,e 
of  public  justice,  without  r.^ad  to  ;ri>at 
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lenity  ;  but  if  this  bill  passed,  he  should  not  be 
driven  to  that  course.  He  had  hitherto  avoided 
these  considerations,  by  proposing  the  present 
bill,  in  which  the  House  had  not  the  trouble 
of  trying  the  guilt,  or  discovering  the  inno- 
cence of  the  parties.  Having  said  this,  he 
would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  sort  of  case  which  was  now  before  it.  "V\"ith 
regard  first  to  the  justice  of  the  case,  he  would 
inquire,  whether  this  was  an  invasion  of  the  1 
rights  of  any  parties  I  and  if  It  was  an  invasion,  ; 
then  whether  it  was  .strictly  necessary  f  He  I 
contended  that  this  was  no  invasion  whatever ;  ! 
confining  the  right  of  election  to  a  few,  might  j 
render  that  right  valuable  to  those  who  had  j 
it ;  but  this  was  not  apphcable  to  the  case  of 
magistrates;  it  was  not  for  the  value  of  it  to 
a  magistrate  that  the  power  vvas  given  to  him, 
it  was  for  the  better  advantage  of  the  place 
where  he  was  to  act ;  and  if  that  advantage 
was  not  accomplished  by  the  ofiTice  net  being 
properly  filled  up,  the  public  interference  of 
that  House  was  necessary  ;  this  was  particu- 
larly the  case  of  corporations :  from  the  nature 
of  their  constitutions,  if  their  magistrates  did 
not  properly  fill  up  their  situations,  they  be- 
came a  blot  upon  the  character,  for  the  inha- 
bitants of  a  chartered  coiporation  had  none  of 
the  common  privileges  of  another  place.  They 
were  not  like  common  subjects,  to  cure  the 
evil  of  their  magistrates'  inefficiency;  they 
had  no  advantages  but  their  charter,  wliich,  if 
tlieir  magistrates  did  not  do  their  duty,  they 
could  not  enjoy ;  so  that  they  might  be  said 
to  be  left  out  of  the  reach  of  the  law,  and 
might  be  said  to  be  outlawed.  This,  he  main- 
tained, was  the  case  of  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham ;  for  as  the  preamble  of  the  bill  stated, 
that  riots  had  often  happened  at  Nottingham, 
all  the  iaformatie.n  the  House  had  upon  its 
table  proved  this,  nor  was  there  a  siogle  wit- 
ness called  by  the  Learned  Counsel  at  the  bar 
to  prove  that  the  facts  were  not  so.  The 
truth  was,  that  riots  at  Nottingham  had  hap- 
pened from  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man 
runneth  not  to  the  contrary  ;  but  it  seem;;  they 
had  been  ii.sed  to  it  so  long,  that  it  was  proper 
they  should  endure  it  longer.  This  was  an 
argument  like  that  which  the  cook  made  use 
<jf  when  she  was  accused  of  cruelty  in  skinning 
live  eels,  that  they  were  used  to  it :  such  was 
the  case  at  Nottingham,  they  were  used  to 
riots  there.  This  was  not  only  the  case  of  an 
election  for  a  member  of  Parliament,  but  of 
every  election  whatever.  At  the  election  for 
a  common  councilman  there  was  a  riot  and 
violeut  outrage,  vihen  the  practice  of  what 
was  called  spencering  was  introduced,  that  of 
cutting  ofFthe  clothes  of  those  whom  the  mob 
did  not  like  ;  and  that  practice  had  continued. 
The  election  of  a  chuichwarden,  which  was 
carried  on  in  the  church,  was  most  impiously 
and  scandalously  outraged,  where  such  sceres 
were  acted  as  we  never  before  heard  of  in  a 
church  in  any  country,  except  one,  thank 
Qod,    U  had  been  said  that  the  magistrates  of 


the  town  of  Nottingham  had  received  the 
thanks  of  the  Judges  once ;  now  he  had  in- 
foitnation  on  which  he  could  venture  to  de- 
pend, from  some  Learned  Friends  of  his,  that 
riots  often  happened  at  tlie  time  of  the  assizes 
at  Nottingham.  He  knew  {hat  one  Learned 
Judge  had  said  that  he  would  never  go  there 
again  :  that  another  Learned  Judge  had  ob- 
served riots  at  the  time  of  his  sitting  to  admi- 
nister justice  ;  that  he  had  called  on  the  Sheriff 
to  do  his  duty,  to  put  an  end  to  the  disturb- 
ance ;  the  Sheriff,  in  a  soft  tone  of  voice,  said 
he  could  not :  the  Judge  said,  that  if  peace 
was  not  restored  in  five  minutes,  he  should 
adjourn  the  court,  and  go  to  London  and  re- 
port the  matter,  and  then  silence  was  ob- 
tained: this  proved  that  when  a  proper  exer- 
tion of  authority  took  place,  tranquillity  might 
be  restored.  It  was  said  there  was  nothing 
like  this  biil  to  be  found  any  where,  whereas 
there  were  many  cases  analogous  to  this. 
The  power  of  magistrates  under  charter 
had  been  increased  vi  here  their  power  had 
been  found  deficient.  This  was  the  case  of 
the  borough  of  Leicester ;  the  magistrates  there 
had  a  power  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  over 
parts  of  the  county.  The  same  case  applied 
to  Clitheroe,  wliere  the  magistrates  of  the  bo- 
rough interfere  with  those  of  the  county,  a,nd 
this  principle  was  recognised  in  a  statute  of 
Henry  VIL  which  he  cited..  There  was  also 
an  Irish  act  of  Parliament  of  the  38th  of 
George  III.  c.  73.  by  which  the  magistratti 
of  the  counties  can  go  to  all  the  boroughs  to 
convict  those  who  are  guilty  of  selHng  spiri- 
tuous liquors  contrary  to  law.  The  Coventry 
case  was  likewise  a  case  analogous  to  the  pre- 
sent proceeding ;  it  was  an  act  for  regulating 
the  mode  of  admitting  freemen,  and  making  it 
dilFcrent  from  what  it  was  before :  all  these* 
in  his  apprehension,  were  cases  analogous  to 
the  present ;  they  shewed  that  Parliament  had 
interfered  in  the  conduct  of  magistrates  in  bo- 
roughs, as  well  as  in  places  without  charters, 
wh  n  the  public  v/elfare  could  not  be  sup- 
j-oited  by  these  chartered  customs.  Here,  in- 
deed, the  evil  was  of  a  larger  size,  and  there- 
fore the  remedy  should  be  of  a  larger  extent. 
But  did  lie  ask  for  a  larger  remedy  than  was 
necessary  ?  He  said,  decidedly,  no ;  but  if 
the  biil  was  to  be  put  into  the  shape  which 
was  recommended  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  who 
spoke  last,  it  would  deserve  the  name  which 
the  Hon.  Gent,  gave  it  in  its  present  shape, 
that  of  a  foolish  bill ;  indeed,  it  should  never 
be  called  his  bill,  he  should  beg  leave  to  with- 
draw from  it  altogetlier,  and  so  he  believed 
would  all  his  Hon.  Friends  who  supported  it 
at  present.  The  Hon.  Gent,  said,  that  the 
jurisdic'ion  of  the  magistrates  of  the  county 
shiM.ld  be  confined  to  tiir.es  cf  tumult  alone. 
If  he  thought  that  would  answer  any  good 
purpose,  he  had  a  wodt;  of  es*in:a*ing  human 
nature  which  he  (Mr.  Bond"*  did  not  posKe.;s. 
He  knev.'  nothing  of  Nottinghari,  except  from 
that  which  appeared  upon  the  table  of  t!  at 
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House  at  this  moment.     The  Hon.  Gent,  had  ' 
given  the  House  an  accurate  account  of  parties, 
and  that  Hon.  Gent,  had  more  reason  to  know 
Nottingham  than  he  himself  had  ;  but  he  must 
express  what  he  felt,  which  was,  an  anxious 
wish  that  independent  gentlemen  should  act 
for  Nottingham  ;  and  if  that  was  not  to  be  the 
consequence  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  an  useless 
bill.     But  he  would  ask,  how,  without  insult- 
ing common  sente,  could  it  be  required,  that 
a   person    who   was   to   act   as   a   magistrate 
under  the  authority  of  this  bill,  should  take 
out  a  dt'dhniis  poiestatem,  for  the  purpose  of 
merely  running  his  head  into  a  riot,  without 
having  any  means  ot  preventing  riot,  which 
was  the  most  interesting,  anxious,  and  solici- 
tous part  of  the  duty  of  a  magistrate,  of  a 
good  nagijLrate  ?     Every  one  knew  that  every 
good  magistrate  exercised  much  of  his  autho- 
rity before  a  riot  began,  and  that  if  he  did  it 
witi)  judgment,  it  was  the  most  valuable  ser- 
vice he  could  render  to  his  country,  inasmuch 
as  the  prevention  of  crimes  was  much  more 
desirable  ihan  punishn-.eiit.     How  many  riots 
had  }iappe.;ed  at  Notti.^ham,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  iuppen,  if  this  bill  was  thrown  out  ? 
Magistrates  had  much  -.o  do  in  a  quiet  way, 
as  well  as  acting  on  occasi>  ns  of  actual  riot : 
they  hao  no  small  discretion  to  exercise  on  tne 
subject  of  lice;. sing  alehoufes.     Did   we  not 
hear  almost  from  tvery  charge  delivered  by  a 
LeiiiTied  Judge  to  the  gr.-^nd  jury  at  an  assize, 
something  on  these  topics  ?  To  provide  against 
these  eviib  wns  one  of  the  objects  of  the   hill. 
He  kne'.v  that  these  tumults  could  not  grow 
up  unless  there  were   nests  where  they  were 
nurtured.     He  knew  there  was  no  turbulence 
or  Confusion  of  which  the  plot  was  not  laid  in 
some   alehouse ;    and   as   to   what   the    Hon. 
Gent,  observed  on  the  posse  comitatus,  he  felt 
no  difference,  such  as  the  Hon.  Gent,  hinted 
at,  likely  to  happen  :  but  he  knew  that  force 
would  never  be  drawn  out  unless  there  was  an 
occasion  for  it,  and  then  he  should  rejoice  to 
see  the  efforts  of  the  honest  yeomnnry  of  the 
kingdom  opposed  to  a  Jacobin  mob.     These 
were   the  provisions  which,    in   his   opinion, 
would  render  the  bill  efficacious,  and  without 
which  it  would  be  inadequate  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  v/as  intended.     Considerin;'  this 
bill  on  the  point  of  law,  it  was  unobjection- 
able;  considering  it  upon  policy,  it  "was  expe- 
dient ;    considering   it    in    point    of  probable 
efFect,  he  had  strong  hopes  it  would  be  effica- 
cious.    In  a   word,    he  believed  that  if  the 
House  adopted  this  bill,  they  would  adopt  the 
best  raeans  that  had  yet  been  offered  to  re- 
medy  a  considerable  evil  ;    that   if   this  bill 
was  rejected   by  the  House,  new  blood  and  a 
vital  principle   would  be  transfused  into  the 
dead  carcases  of  anarchy  in  this  place,  and 
it   would  again  resuscitate ;    but  if   the   bill 
was  agreed  to,  the  magistrates  would  become 
what  they  ought  to  be,  a  protection  to  the 
g^od  and  a  terror  to  the  wicked. 


Mr.  Moore  (of  Coventry)  said,  that  if  he 
had  been  on  the   committee,  he   should  not 
have  confined  his  labours  to  what  the  com- 
mittee had  confined  their  Report  to  upon  the 
Nottingham  election.     He  thotight  the  magis- 
trates had  neglected  their  duty  in  this  case. 
He  read  the  Report  of  the  committee  with  ac- 
curacy and  attention,  and  he  thought,  that, 
from  recent  experience,  he  was  competent  to 
form  a  tolerable  judgment  how  far  this  mea- 
sure  w.is   likely  to   answer  the  purpose  for 
which   it   was   intended.     He   had  witnessed 
some  riotous  proceedings   at   Coventry,   and 
other  pK)pulous  places,  and  he  examined  the 
desciipticn  of  the  riot  at  Nottingham,  in  order 
to  see  Vv'hether  it  resembled  what  he  had  Vvlt- 
nessed  at   other   places.     He    saw,    however, 
that  in  the  business  of  Nottingham  there  was 
much  to  lament  and  much  to  correct ;  but  he 
saw  nothing  in  the  Report  ujion  this  subject, 
which  the  magistrates  at  preiieiit  in  the  tov.'n 
of  Nottingham  were  not  competent  to  cor- 
rect ;   and  this,  he  thought,  was  fully  made 
out  by  one  witness,  who  wa..  three  days  under 
examination  ;  v/ho  had  proved  thnl  tranquil- 
lity  might   be   restored  at  Nottingham,  and 
who  had  indeed  restoied  it.     He  thought  that 
every  necessary  provision  should  be  made  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  evil  in  this  ease, 
without  overturning  the  constitution  of  the 
boiough,  and  that  v/as  by  roushig  the  magis- 
trates of  tfte  town  from  their  dormancy.     He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  mayor  and  other  officers 
had  neglected  their  duty  upon  this  occasion, 
and  chat  they  were  highly  criminal;  there  was 
an  evil  existing,  but  lie  did  not  think  this  pro- 
posed act  of  Parliament  was  calculated  to  re- 
medy that  evil,  nor  did  he  approve  of  any  of 
the  remedies  which  had  been  proposed :  there 
was  nothing  really  wanting  but  to  awaken  the 
magistrates  out  of  their  dormancy,  and  that 
was  to  be  effected  by  making  them  feel  the 
severities  of  the  law,  for  criminally  neglecting 
their  duty.     In  support  of  this,  he  referred  to 
the  instance  given  by  the  lion,  and  Learned 
Gent,   who  had  just   preceded   him,    of  the 
threat  of  the  Learned  Judge  having  such  an 
effect.     He  observed,  that  what  was  done  with 
Simpson  at  the  bar  of  the  House  might  be  a 
lesson  proper  to  be  taugiit  to  some  others  ;  and 
concluded  with  observing,  that  he  saw  nothing 
in  the  case  of  Nottingham  any  more  than  any 
other  place  where  there  had  been  riots,  v/hich 
could  not  be  properly  remedied  by  a  due  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and 
that  could  not  be  accomplished  by  rousing  the 
magistrates  to  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
the   which  if  they  neglected,  they  might  be 
reminded  of  by  the  wholesome  penalties  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  Frank  LAND  said,  that  to  incumber  the 
present  measure  with  a  previous  investigation 
of  guilt,  would  fiecessavily  delay  the  issuing 
of  the  writ ;  whilst  on  the  contrary,  the  pa.s* 
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'me  of  the  b.'!!  would  enalile  the  to\'.n  of  Net- 
ting.am  to  retiun  a  itprtsei.taiive  to  Farlia- 
latiit.  'i'le  ooncessiiu)  which  h&d  bLtn  in.idc 
by  the  crpDbcrs  of  t!  c  pitstrtt  bill,  in  .-.iitjjrt'sL- 
ing  an  ameiidnicnt,  iivcessarily  destroyoa  their 
arguuieiitf:  as.iiiisc  its  prii  ciple.  With  rtsptct 
to  tile  amtiidniciu  siii^jiestt'd,  it  w.is  supposing 
u  RwKle  ot  controliiiitr  r-'cts.  by  firbt  pcrmittiii;; 
th',  in  to  exist,  aiui  that  a  justice  of  the  jicace 
bhould  first  S'e  the  p^'ace  broken  beio:c  he 
acts. 

Mr,  Gr'^y  s^;d  I  -t  l.ad  noi  had  time  to  read 
the  w  iiolc  of  the  ktpGi'.,  but  ht  had  a  rifrht 
t  »  coinplai'  "iiat  ttiosc  who  bi  ought  in  tf-e  bill 
had  not  brought  forvard  in  its  sU;)rK)rt  any 
opeciric  pai  of  the  evidence  contained  in  that 
Repoit.  The  Hon.  and  J^ear.ied  Oent.  (Mr. 
Bond)  had  set  ., ut  \viu\  ooserviiig,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  impute  guilt  to  the  m.i;i:otratf'S  of 
^Nottinghnui ;  and  had  concluded  iy  nnking 
a  very  heavy  charge  against  them  of  criminal 
neglect  of  duty,  and  secretly  tnc  .uraguig  a 
lacobin  mob.  He  could  not  agree  that  extend- 
uig  a  inagjstnicy  n-,3:5  net,  in  many  inbtanccs-, 
destroying  it.  The  present  bill  w  :s  a  bill  of 
disfr.uichisemtnt,  and  a  severe  bill  of  pains 
and  pcn.diics.  He  did  not  think  that  any  ot 
the  cases  adduced  by  the  Hon.  find  Learned 
Gent,  applied  to  that  now  under  conyid-.ra- 
Uon.  The  Hon.  and  Learned  Gent,  had  s.iid, 
tJiat  the  greater  the  evil  the  more  extensive 
ought  to  be  the  measure  which  was  pioposcd 
to  remedy  that  evil:  he  at.ked  the  Hon.  Gent, 
to  state  those  points  c''  evidence  which  niade 
out  his  ca^e.  If  tne  magistrates  were  criminal, 
puni.Ui  them.  Something  had  been  faid  about 
itinty  :  in  this  case  the  magi-trates  of  Nctting- 
n  un  were  not  convicted  criminals  praying  lor 
U'ercy,  but  persons  calling  out  tor  trial.  The 
fcrnicr  riots  vvliich  bad  taken  place  r.t  Notting- 
i'jam,  did  not  appear  to  enter  regularly  into 
tliC  consiiltration  of  the  committee.  From 
tiie  statement  of  the  Hen.  and  Learned  Gent. 
11  uuiit  be  inferred,  that  the  m.^g'strates  were 
eiliier  guilty  of  wilful  neglect,  or  that  they 
•  iid  not  possess  sufficient  powers;  it  the  lor- 
nier,  they  ought  to  be  punished;  if  the  latter, 
ii  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  giving  a  con- 
current jurisdiction  to  the  magistrates  oi'  the 
A;ounty  would  he  a  suiticient  Kinedy.  It  might 
Le  very  possible,  and  if  the  bill  went  into  a 
comniittce  he  sh.ould  propose  it  as  an  an~icrd- 
ment,  to  require  ten  housekeepers,  in  case  of 
a  riot,  to  sign  a  reOjUisition  to  the  neighbouring 
magistrates,  in  which  case  ti  e  hitter  m'glit 
bring  in  the  fosse  co^iitaiuj.  'J'his  would  con- 
fii'c  the  bill  to  the  fact  complained  of. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  if  he  had  any  objection  to 
the  bill,  it  was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
No  spcecli  had  e>er  satisfied  him  more  upon 
any  subject  than  that  of  the  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gent,  witii  respect  to  the  present  bill.  The 
IL-ii.  Gent.  (Mr,  Grey)  had  w-^n^  that  the 
committee  had  no  right  to  go  into  the  consi- 


f  deration  of  the  former  riots  which  had  taken 
;  place  at  iNottingham  ;  but  the  fact  ^vas,  that 
j  they  were  brought  foiv.ard  by  the  magistratei* 
of  Nottingham  themselver,  in  older  to  prove 
I  tiiat  liots  at  an  cLction  in  that  town  were  110- 
I  thing  new.     'i'he  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Tox)  had 
I  taken  credit  to  the  people  of  Nottingham,  be- 
cause   tiie    story    re^^pecting    the   Goddess    of 
Reason  did  not  prove  to  be  exactly  true  :    but 
proceedings   certa  nly  tiid   lake   place   which 
were  not  very  creditable.— There  clearly  ap- 
peared eitlier  gross  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
m.  gistrates   of   NoUingham,    or  the   greatest 
insutticR'ucy  t)f  power. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  ilny  3. — (See  Minutes,  p.  811.) 

[B.iNK  o?  IS.ELANP.J — The  order  of  the 
day  for  the  second  readhig  of  the  iiank  of  Ire- 
laud  restriction  b  11  being  read,  and  on  the 
qut;stion  being  put  ti.ai  the  bill  be  now  read  a 
second  tiii.t, 

Lord  Ki:;g  ro  »",  r.nd,  in  a  speech  of  some 
length,  dehvercd  ius  scntir.ent*  upon  the  mea- 
sure before  the  House,  and  upon  the  imp;:rtart 
subjects    connected    with    it.      In    uiscnssirg 
the  .e,  however,  he  observed  be  should,  thougii 
in  3  general   view  of  them  they  might  beai  a 
more  coinpreheni'i\e  scope,  confine  himself  to 
those   points   which    more   immediately    con- 
cerned Ireland.     'J'h-;  Noble  Lord  set  out  Wiiii 
observin;"'  the  very  great  increase  of  IJank  of  Ire- 
land small  notes  m  circulation,  which  within  a 
comparatively  short  space  of  time  had  increao- 
ed  more  than   fourfold,  and  which  considera- 
I  tion should  C'peiate  upon  thcirLordships'mincU 
I  with  respLX:t  to  tlie  great  discretionary  powers 
which  the  present  bill  continued  to  vest  in  the 
I  Directors  of  the   Bank  of  Ireland.     He  was 
'  aware,  that  in  defence  of  the  measure  much 
stress  would  be  l.iid  on  the  utility  of  country 
.  banks,  the  gnat  assistance  afforded  them  by 
the  national  bank,  &.c. ;  but  with  respect   lo 
ireiard,  a   part   of  this  argument  would  n'»t 
hold  -ood,  for  it  was  well  known  that  country 
'  banks  had  not  increased  of  late  years  in  tliat 
country,  which  wa;  chiefly  to  be  attn!<uted  to 
the  unfortunate  situation  in  which  that  islaisd 
had  for  a  long  time  been  plunged.     In  consi- 
;  dering  this  part  of  the  subject,  his  Lordship 
J  adverted  to  the  large  issue  of  small  notes,  as 
j  r\)r  seven  and  ten  shillings,  kc.   and  to  the 
eflects  j-roduced  by  ruclf  a  circulation,  and. 
I  rdluded  to  one  advantage  which  private  banks 
;  possessed  over  thuFc  gr.  unded  upon  extensive 
!  public   institutions,    r.,anely,    the    far  greater 
;  control   they   possessed  with  respect  to  iaioc 
and  fabricated  notes.     To  a  certain  extent,  he 
admitted  that  the  competition  produced  by  a 
number  of  country  banks  was  of  public  utiiily  ; 
,  and  he  adverted  to  a  circumstance,  which  iiC 
;  said  reficcted  honour  upon  them,  namely,  tlitir 
I  continuing  to  pa/  m  specie  ior  a  considen»ui,c 
j  time  after  the  prohibitory  order  was  issued  in 
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1797.  Their  Lordships  would  be  aware  of  the 
exorbitant  abuse  of  the  discretionary  power 
vested  in  the  Bank  Directors  of  Ireland,  when 
they  contemplated  the  excessive  increase  in 
the  issue  of  small  notes,  and  which  was  a  suf- 
ficient reason  that  iu  1801  the  course  of  the 
exchange  should  be  17  per  cent,  against  Ire- 
land, a  circums'Lance  which  he  regarded  as 
singular  in  the  history  of  commerce  ;  and 
specie,  he  obsc:"ved,  had  in  a  great  measure 
disappeared  in  the  southern  parts  of  Ireland. 
The  Directors  had  perverted  their  discretion- 
ary powers  to  ends  of  private  advantage  :  he 
meant  the  Proprietors  of  the  Bank  stock, 
\yhich  was  advantaged  to  the  public  detiiment. 
He  contrasted  the  large  issues  made  by  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  with  those  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  within  a  given  period;  and  he  con- 
tended that  it  would  be  impolitic  and  im- 
proper to  vest  in  future  such  a  discretionary 
po'vyer  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland  Directors,  after 
they  had  seen  tlie  naUue  and  tendency  of  their 
forniLT  conduct.  He  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  propose  a  clause  to  be  introduced  into  the 
bill,  which  in  its  effect  would  in  some  mea- 
.sure  do  away  the  nauseous  parts  of  it:  the 
object  of  this  would  be,  to  oblige  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  Directors,  after  a  given  period,  sup- 
pose six  months,  to  pay  in  Bank  of  England 
notes,  which  v;ould  have  the  effect  of  placing 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  to  a.  certain  degree,  in 
the  same  situation  as  that  of  England  was  be- 
fore the  suspension  of  payments  iu  specie.  He 
.7 -gued,  that  such  a  regulation  would  be  at- 
tended with  no  ill  effects,  and  he  expatiated 
upon  the  impropriety  of  vesting  iu  the  Bank 
■of  Ireland  a  power  of  depreciating  the  standard 
of  the  currency  of  thateonntry.  He  thought 
the  case  at  best  an  extreme  one,  and  were 
Parliament  called  upon  to  act  so  with  re- 
spect to  the  Bank  of  England  it  would  cer- 
tainly refuse  the  interftrence,  He  knew  not 
whether  the  present  was  the  regulhr  stage  for 
proposing  such  a  clause;  b^t  whenevtr  it  could 
be  introduced  into  the  bill,  he  most  seriously 
recommended  their  Lordships  to  adopt  it. 

The  Earl  of  Limkrick  contended  tliat  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  v\'ere  driven 
by  necessity,  and  from  step  to  step,  to  in- 
crease the  issue  of  their  small  notes;  and  that 
the  proposed  remedy,  instead  of  removing, 
would  only  aggravate  whatever  unavoidable 
evils  might  exist.  Towards  the  close  of  1796 
it  was  a  part  of  the  plan  of  a  set  of  desperate 
and  ambitious  conspirators,  who  plunged  their 
country  iuto  rebellion,  to  palsy  by  every  means 
in  their  power,  the  exertions  and  credit  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  :  a  very  considerable  issue  of 
small  notes  was  the  result  of  their  machina- 
tions. He  contended  that  the  credit  and  secu- 
rity of  the  B'lnk  of  Ireland  was  made  stronger 
than  ever ;  it  had  withstood  the  shocks  of  re- 
bellion, invasion,  and  of  untoward  events, 
from  a  variety  of  other  causes.  He  expatiated 
at  length  on  the  various  causes  of  the  unfa- 
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vourable  course  of  exchange  agair^st  Ireland, 
which  however  he  denied  prevailed  to  the  de- 
gree laid  down  by  the  Noble  Lord  ;  the  chief 
of  these  he  stated  to  arise  from  the  effects  of 
the  rebellion,  the  interest  of  debt  remitted  to 
this  country,  and  the  increased  drains  of  ab- 
sentees. These  various  positions  were  esta- 
blished by  the  Noble  Earl  by  calculations  and 
details  drawn  from  official  documents.  Sec. 
He  concluded  by  strongly  recommending  it 
to  their  Lordships  to  accede  to  the  bill  before 
them.      ________ 

HOUSE    OF    COMjMONS. 
Tuesday,  Mny  :,.—fSce  Minutes,  p.  9.11.) 

[Nottingham  election.] — Mr.  Haw- 
kins Browne  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  Nottingham  election 
bill. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  though  he  had  stated  his  ob- 
jections at  some  length  on  a  former  evening 
to  the  bill  before  the  House,  yet  he  thought  it 
his  duty  again  to  address  the  House  on  the 
same  topic.  The  bill  now  the  subject  of 
discussion,  was  of  serious  consequence  to  the 
kingdom,  as  it  went  to  undermine  the  ancient 
law  of  the  country,  and  intrust  au  improper 
power  in  the  hands  of  Government  :  he 
therefore  wished  the  House  to  give  the  bill  due 
consideration  before  it  was  suffered  to  pass 
into  a  law.  Much  had  been  said  of  the  lenity 
vv'hich  had  been  shewn  to  the  magistrates  by 
the  present  measure;  but, he  thought  there 
was  no  lenity  in  taking  a  man's  character  away, 
when  no  charge  had  been  made  against  him. 
This  was  exactly  the  case  with  respect  to  the 
mayor  and  magistrates  of  Nottingham  ;  they 
have  been  abused,  but  nothing  has  been  offered 
to  prove  that  they  were  guilty  of  ar.y  offence  : 
they  have  challenged  the  committee  to  come 
forward  and  accuse  them  of  improper  con- 
duct, butthechallenge  has  not  been  accepted  j 
it  was  therefore  extremely  improper  to  de- 
stroy the  reputation  of  the  magistrates,  with- 
out giving  to  the  House  some  proof  of  their 
guilt.  He  did  not  mean  to  doubt  but  much 
disturbance  had  taken  place  in  the  town  of 
Nottingham;  the  resolutions,  however,  did 
not  go  so  far  as  to  prove,  in  any  way,  that 
the  magistrates  had  wilfully  connived  at  the 
evil  complained  of.  If  the  Hon.  Gent,  who 
had  brought  this  bill  into  the  House  were  satis- 
fied that  "the  magijitrates  Vv  ere  guilty  of  any 
wrong,  why  not  bring  those  gentlemen  before 
a  000*11  of  justice  ?  The  magistrates  have  re- 
peatedly solicited  to  have  their  conduct  can- 
vassed in  a  court  of  law,  but  a  species  of 
lenity  has  been  shewn  them  that  has  gone 
to  destroy  their  peace  of  mind  and  character. 
These  gentlemen,  by  the  present  bill,  were 
to  account  for  the  riots  which  took  place,  not 
only  at  the  late  election,  but  for  these  ten 
years  past :  he  considered  it  a  dangerous  prin- 
ciple to  be  acted  upon,  and  ought  not  to  re- 
*N  n 
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sent  intthod  he  could  never  submit  to. 

Mr.  Bond  said,  that  what  had  been  before 
Slid  on  the  bill,  rendered  it  unnecessary  for 
him  lo   go  at  length   into   its  merits ;  but  he 


ceive  the  vote  of  the  House.  Agreeable  to  the  '  duced  a  pamphlet,  and  read  several  passages 
meaning  of  this  bill,  whenever  an  inhabitant  is  from  it,  which  went  to  shew,  that  if  the  bill 
inclined  to  find  fault  with  the  conduct  of  a  passed,  it  vrould  operate  as  a  punishment  on 
magistrate,  he,  in  conjunction  with  a  party,  the  present  magistrates,  by  the  establishment 
may  increase  the  number  of  magistrates  till  of  a  concunent  jurisdiction  of  the  county  ma- 
there  is  no  end  to  them,  and  in  a  few  years  gistrates,  though  it  did  not  destroy  their  pre- 
half  the  men  in  the  county  will  be  chosen  ma-  sent  power.  He  said  he  should  trouble  the 
gistrates,  under  the  idea  of  locking  over  each  House  but  a  niinute  or  two  longer,  in  observ- 
other :  this  certainly  was  contrary  to  the  an-  ,  jng  he  had  no  objection  to  the  increase  of  the 
cicnt  law  of  the  country.  It  is  a  characteriftic  number  of  magistrates,  if  there  was  an  altera- 
featurc  of  the  perfection  of  the  British  constitu-  |  tion  in  the  mrnner  of  electing  them  :  the  pre- 
tion,  that  magistiates  should  be  under  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  Crown  :  no  increase  was  made  to 
the  number  of  magistrates  in  London  in  con- 
sequence of  the  riots  which  took  place  in  the 
year  17803  but  he  was  ready  to  allow  there 

nad  been  an  increase  of  magistrates  in  the  city  '  could  n(it  but  express  his  surprise,  that  the 
and  liberty  he  had  the  honour  to  represent ;  last  Hon.  Gent,  should  have  said  last  night, 
and  he  was  proud  to  say,  that  the  magistrates  I  when  the  bill  was  in  a  committee,  that  he  had 
of  Westminster  had  been  highly  useful  to  the  no  objection  to  the  bill  if  his  amendment  was 
inhabitants.  If  the  riots  at  Nottingham  had  acceded  to  by  the  committee,  and  to  hear  him 
been  mentioned  at  the  time  the  ricts  of  Lon-  '•  no\/,  in  the  most  energetic  language,  repro- 
don  and  Birm.ingham  had  taken  place,  little'  bate  the  v.hole  of  the  bill:  he  thought  the 
indeed  would  have  been  thought  of  the  com-  Hon.  Gent,  a  little  inconsistent  in  his  conduct, 
plaint.  He  must  again  repeat,  if  the  magis-  j  The  bill  went,  in  liis  mind,  to  prevent  future 
trates  were  guilty,  there  was  not  an  inih  of,  riots  in  the  town  and  county  of  Nottingham, 
ground  for  them  to  stand  on  ;  but  they  had  ;  which  must  be  the  object  of  every  man's  wish 
challenged  a  prosecution,  they  had  solicited  |  who  was  acquainted  with  the  wickedness 
theiropponentstoproceed  against  them, as  they  I  which  had  taken  place  in  that  town  and  coun- 
knev/accurt  of  justice  would  send  them  into  so- !  ty.  Now  the  clause  which  the  Hon.  Gent. 
cietyfree  from  di=;grace.  As  he  had  mentioned  1  had  proposed,  went  to  give  power  to  persons 
the  name  of  Mr.  Coke  repeatedly  in  the  course  I  after  a  riot  had  taken  place  ;  this  he  thought 
of  the  debates  on  the  present  bill,  he  thought  I  very  inconsistent,  and  not  at  all  calculated  to 
it  necessary  to  say,  he  never  knew  a  man  of  a  j  be  of  service  to  the  inhabitants  of  Notting- 
better  private  character  than  that  Gentleman.  I  ham.  The  Hon.  Gent,  had  used  many  strong 
It  was  almost  unnecessary  to  mention  the  great !  words  to  weaken  the  bill  with  the  House,  but 
difference  of  opinion  which  has  long  existed  !  he  had  to  observe,  that  no  threats  should  pre- 
at  Nottingham  with  respect  to  politics:  he  j  vent  him  from  doing  his  duty.  He  thought  it 
however  would  say,  if  the  present  bill  passed  {  would  be  extremtlywrong  to  wait  for  a  riot  be- 
into  a  law,  it  would  be  in  favour  of  Mr.  Coke.  ■  fore  the  inhabitants  nominated  magistrates  to 


It  had  been  said,  that  the  power  of  concur- 
rent magistrates  would  only  be  called  in  on 
extraordinary  occasions ;  but  he  would  ask 
the  House,  whether  a  man,  having  been  once 
nominated  a  magistrate,  would  not,  according 
to  the  state  of  human  nature,  take  upon  him 
all  the  authority  of  his  office  ?  and  then  liis 
power  would  be  a  compound  of  duty  and  in- 
terest ;  therefore  the  Hon.  Gient.  saying,  that 
th.e  assistant  duty  of  the  magistrates  v/as  re- 
quired during  a  riot,  was  absurd.  Notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  sa.d  with  respect  to 
the  magistrates  of  Nottingham,  he  would  ask, 
whether  the  judicial  power  of  Nottingham 
was  worse  than  in  any  other  town  ?  He  knew 
it  was  not.  Pilr.  Coke  brought  a  bill  into  Par- 
liament some  years  ago,  to  carry  the  causes 
from  the  sessions  of  the  town  of  Nottingham 
to  the  county,  but  no  man  had  thou;5ht  pro- 
per to  avail  himself  pf  that  law  to  this  day. 
The  present  magistrates  were  not  only  to  suf- 
fer for  the  rjots  at  the  last  election,  but  for  all 
previous  disturbances,  such  as  pulling  down 
houses,  mills,  &c.  Ail  these  offences  had  been 
stated  in  a  very  ingenious  way  to  attach  blamic 
to  the  present  magistrates.   Mr.  Fox  then  pro- 


put  a  stop  to  it,  and  therefore  the  Hon.  Gent.'s 
amendment  could  not  be  approved  of.  The 
Ivtarned  Gent.  (Sergeant  I.ens)  who  addressed 
the  House  on  the  merits  of  the  present  bill, 
had  stated  that  the  measure  had  been  con- 
ducted in  a  very  lenient  way  to  the  mayor  and 
magistrates,  and  that  much  blame  certainly 
attached  Lo  them  :  he  should  therefore  give  his 
decided  opinion  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Grey  said  that  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  not 
answered  the  arguments  of  his  Hon.  Friend, 
but  he  had  venturtd  to  make  bold  assertions : 
he  did  not  recoilect  that  the  Learned  Counsel 
h,>.d,  in  his  address  *o  the  House,  said  that  the 
magistrates  v/ere  guilty  of  wilful  neglect  of 
duty,  and  he  thought  it  was  contrary  to  the 
custom  of  the  House  to  refer  to  any  former  de- 
bates. If  he  was  permitted  to  recur  to  what 
had  been  said  on  a  former  debate,  he  was  sure 
his  Hon.  Friend  had  not  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  as  it  had  been  said;  on  the 
contrary,  he  had  reprobated  the  whole  of  th? 
bill ;  but  finding  that  it  had  the  support  of  the 
House,  it  was  h's  wish  that  an  amendment  he 
proposed  should  be  adopted,  in  order  to  raakc 
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it  less  objectionable :  he  however  would  not 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House  by  repeating 
his  Hon.  Friend's  arguments;  but  he  thought 
they  had  been  perverted  in  a  most  unjustitiable 
manner. 

The  Attornf-y  Gi-keral  crprcssed  his 
surprise  that  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  should 
have  opposed  the  bill,  after  he  had  proposed 
an  amendment  yesterday  in  the  committee. 
The  Hon.  Gent,  then  gave  a  statement  of  the 
facts  which  took  place  in  the  town  and  county 
of  Nottingham  ;  and  observed,  that  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  brought  into  the  House  from  a 
conviction  that  the  magistrates  had  not  done 
their  duty,  and  he  assured  the  House,  that  he 
would  not  have  given  his  support  to  the  bill  if 
he  had  not  been  satisfied  the  magistrates  had 
not  done  their  duty.  It  v>'as  therefore  nc«ces- 
sa;"y  that  some  measure  should  be  adopted  to 
keep  the  peace  of  the  toun  and  county  of 
Nottingham,  and  ensure  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion. He  could  not  approve  of  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates  and  returning  oflicei,  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  said  in  favour  of 
them;  and  it  had  been  pi-etty  clearly  proved, 
that  they  had  not  taken  any  effectual  mea;is 
to  suppress  the  riots.  If  the  magistrates  had 
made  use  of  all  their  civil  power,  and  that 
would  not  do,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  they  ought  to  have  called  in  the  military 
to  their  assistance ;  and  he  was  sure  the  re- 
turning officer  would  not  have  been  censured 
for  seeing  the  peace  of  the  tov,-n  kept  during  a 
fair  and  legal  election ;  and  the  House  of 
Commons  would  pause,  had  the  business  come 
before  them,  ere  they  v/ould  censure  the  re- 
turning officer  for  doing  all  he  could  to  sup- 
port the  freedom  of  election,  and  keep  the 
peace  of  the  inhabitants.  An  lion.  Member 
opposite  to  hira  had  said,  that  the  Judges  had 
bestowed  great  praise  on  the  order  and  regu- 
larity of  the  town  of  Nottingham  ;  but  it  must 
be  recollected  that  was  upv.ards  cf  eighteen 
years  ago;  and,  therefore,  the  encomiums  of  the 
then  existing  Judges  could  have  no  v/eiglit  v.ith 
the  House  now.  It  was  necessary,  in  order  to 
prevent  riot,  that  the  magistrates  should  be 
known,  that  appearance  and  power  should 
bave  some  effect  with  a  mob.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  he  should  not  trou- 
ble the  House  any  longer,  as  much  had  been 
said  with  respect  to  the  present  question  ;  but 
he  thought  it  highly  necessary  that  the  bill 
should  pass  the  House,  in  order  to  support 
the  freedom  of  election,  and  the  peace  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Mr.  Grey  explained.  He  said  he  did  not 
advert  to  the  Hon.  Gent,  having  quoted  the 
arguments  made  use  of  on  a  former  day,  but 
to  his  having  quoted  particular  words  sup- 
posed to  have  been  used  on  a  former  day  ;  and 
that  he  took  the  liberty  of  regaiding  as  a  prac- 
tice, which,  if  followed  up  in  other  cases, 
might  be  attended  with  many  difficulties  in 


;  debate,  and  some  other  serious  incoaveniencies 
j  in  the  discussions  of  ihat  House. 

i  ^  .  . 

I  Mr.  Fox  explained  also  upon  the  subject  of 
I  his  having  proposed,  yesterday,  to  alter  a 
I  clause  of  this  bill  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
!  House.  He  said  he  thought  this  a  bad  mea- 
sure ;  and  he  had  therefore  endeavoured  to 
alter  it,  so  as  to  make  it  less  bad ;  but  that 
did  not  imply  any  approbation  of  any  part  of 
It,  any  more  than  if  a  land-tax  bill  of  four 
shillings  in  the  pound  were  now  proposed, 
and  he  wtTe  to  propose  in  a  committee  to  have 
two  shillings,  instead  of  four,  inserted  in  the 
bill :  he  could  not  be  said  to  be  a  friend  to  the 
bill  itself;  he  proposed  it  as  a  less  evil  than 
that  of  the  original  bill.  As  to  his  having  ob- 
served, vhat  the  town  of  Nottingham  had  been 
commended  uu  account  of  the  tranquillity, 
which  had  been  approved  of  by  two  Learned 
Judges,  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  taken  notice 
of  it,  had  very  much  misapprehended  his 
meaning.  He  did  not  quote  it  as  an  extraor- 
dinary case,  merely  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  a  riot,  but  he  stated  it  to  shew  the  police 
and  general  good  government  of  the  town  un- 
der its  present  municipal  authority  ;  and  he 
had  accompanied  it  with  an  observation  of  a 
general  nature,  namely,  that  there  were  fewer 
crimes  in  the  town  of  Nottingham  than  in  many 
others  of  which  no  complaint  had  been  made  : 
this  shewed  the  purity  of  the  general  admini- 
stration of  justice  in  that  town  ;  and  the  ob- 
servations of  the  Learned  Judges,  to  whom  he 
liad  referred,  fairly  bore  that  interpretation  ; 
and  he  thought  the  manner  In  Vv'hich  that  sub- 
ject was  now  treated  by  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  full  as  hard  on  the 
Learned  Judges  as  they  could  be  on  him. 
With  regard  to  certain  officers,  who  had  been 
alluded  to  in  the  course  «)f  this  debate,  he  did 
not  say  one  word  on  them,  because  there  was 
nothing  concerning  them  in  the  present  bill. 
As  tn  any  accusation  that  could  be  made  against 
the  magistrates  for  not  bringing  in  the  military, 
that  was  best  answered  by  the  fact— they  did 
bring  in  the  niilitary. 

Mr.  Frankland  said,  he  should  suppose 
that  if  a  tax  was  proposed  of  four  shillings  in 
the  pound,  and  two  shillings  in  the  pound  was 
proposed  instead  of  it,  such  an  amendment 
might  be  made  by  a  person  who  thought  if  he 
could  not  oppose  the  bill  altogether  success- 
fully, yet  would  wish  to  render  it  less  objec- 
tionable ;  but  he  had  no  conception  of  that 
sort  of  amendment,  which,  under  pretence  of 
lissening  a  supposed  evil,  introduced  inde- 
pendent matter,  that  was  of  itself  a  greater 
evil  than  that  which  it  affected  to  diminish  ; 
and  this  he  considered  to  be  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  recom.mended  yesterday  by  the 
Hon.  Gent,  who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Fox). 
l"he  general  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that  it 
might  become  a  precedent,  which  might  b> 
followed  up,  and  tnddc  at  last  to  aiftct  every 
*N  n  a 
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borough  in  the  kingdom:  upon  which,  he' 
confessed,  he  had  no  .ipprehenfions  whatever  : 
the  riots  of  the  town  of  Nottiiit/ham  were  the 
foundation  of  this;  they  were  not  hke  the 
riots  of  other  places,  fur  they  were  become 
habitual  riots,  and  required  a  remedy  like  the 
present. 

Lord  George  Cavfndtsh  raid,  he  thought 
that  the  question  now  before  the  House  was  a 
v'ery  impi.it'int  one;  no  less  than  this,  whe- 
ther the  freedom  of  election  of  the  town  of 
Nottingham  should  be  continued  ?  'Fie  d!;-np- 
proved  of  the  riots  which  had  taken  place  in 
that  town,  but  he  thought  no  ground  was  laid 
for  so  strong  a  measure  as  the  present,  which 
■was  that  of  altering  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ma- 
gistracy of  the  town.  He  thought  there  should 
have  been  laid  before  the  Home  much  further 
proofs  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure  as 
this,  before  it  was  adopted  by  the  House.  He 
was  himself  an  elector  of  Nottingham,  but  he 
had  never  exercised  his  franchise,  nor  did  he 
oppose  this  measure  from  any  personal  con- 
siderations of  any  kind  whatever.  He  looked 
upon  the  right  of  election  as  a  very  serious 
matter,  and  not  to  be  altered  but  upon  the 
most  absolute  necessity,  such  as  in  this  case 
did  not  appear:  he  thought  innovation  in  those 
matters  very  dangerous. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  if  tliis  bill  was  founded 
on  a  mere  riot  happening  once  at  Nottingha;n, 
he  should  liave  thought  it  prudent  to  have  de- 
liberated a  good  deal ;  but  that  was  n-ot  the 
case,  I'or  It  was  not  merely  on  the  last  riot  at 
Nottingham  that  the  bill  was  founded,  but  on 
z  proof  of  a  system  of  rioting,  and  that  proof 
came  before  the  committee  on  the  cross-exa- 
mination of  the  witnesses  produced  on  behalf 
of  the  Petitioner,  when  it  appeared  as  a  sort 
of  justification  of  the  riot  at  the  last  elec- 
tion for  Nottingham,  that  v.hat  then  happened 
there  was  not  new.  Gentlemen  seemed  to 
?ay,  "  God  bless  us  !  riots  at  Nottingham  ! 
What  do  you  complain  of?  We  will  shew 
you  that  this  is  not  new;  there  never  was  an 
election  at  Nottingham  without  a  riot;  it  is 
not  confined  to  the  election  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  but  it  happens  at  the  elec- 
tion of  every  municipal  officer  of  that  place, 
and  even  on  occasions  when  there  is  no  elec- 
tion at  all,  and  in  some  of  which  men  have 
lost  their  lives."  This  was  the  species  of  apo- 
logy that  had  been  set  up  for  the  late  riots  at 
Nottingham,'  by  which  it  appeared  tiiere  was 
a  regular  system  formed  and  carried  i:-ito  ef- 
fect, to  punish  every  person  whom  the  pre- 
vailing party  diti  not  like;  and  that  punish- 
ment was  inHicted  on  them  by  burning  their 
property,  destroying  theii'  cattle,  and  'inflict- 
ing every  species  of  cruelty  that  was  practi- 
cable by  the  rioters ;  for  wh'ch  reasons  he  -vas 
convinced  there  were  abundant  grounds  for 
the  interference  of  Parliamer.t.  An  Hon.  Gent, 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  said,  that  this  was  not  a  proper 


remedy,  and  he  objected  to  giving  to  additional 
power  of  interference  to  magistrates  appointed 
by  the  Crown  :  now  this  was  the  very  thing 
which,  in  his  opinion,  recommended  the  bill 
most.  He  did  not  like  the  mode  of  choosing 
the  present  magistrates  of  the  town  of  Not- 
tingham, because  they  were  self-elected  ma- 
gistrates, they  elected  each  other;  and  when 
he  saw  a  bench  of  magistrates  who  elected 
each  other,  incapable,  or  unwilling,  to  pre- 
eeivc  the  peace  of  a  populous  town,  he  could 
have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  some  remedy 
to  that  evil,  but  that  remedy  was  not  to  con- 
sist of  appt-inting  more  magistrates  of  the 
same  description.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  conduct  of  the  m,agi3trates  at 
the  last  election  for  the  town  of  Nottingham 
was  highly  culpable ;  for  it  appeared,  that  men 
came  to  the  booth  and  shook  an  halter  at  one 
of  the  candidates,  and  said,  "  If  I  had  you  at 
another  place,  you  should  smffer  death  by 
this;"  and  that  very  man  afterwards  sat  down 
by  the  side  of  one  of  the  magistrates.  It  ap- 
peared also,  that  men  sat  on. the  top  of  the 
booth,  and  gave  notice  to  others  stationed  at 
a  distance,  to  observe  their  signals,  to  insult, 
in  the  most  cruel  manner,  all  those  who  did 
not  vote  for  their  favourite ;  and  all  this 
was  followed  up,  on  the  part  of  the  magis- 
trates, by  merely  saying,  "  Gentlemen,  all 
this  is  extremely  wrong;"  and  there  was  no 
instance  of  the  magistrates  doing  their  duty 
properly.  Th,e  military  were  called  in,  but 
if  the  sheriff  had  suspended  the  election  during 
the  riot,  there  vvould  have  been  an  end  of  the 
riot,  because  then  there  would  have  been  an  en- 
tire defeat  of  the  object  of  the  riot.  The  Hon. 
Gent.  (Mr.  Fox),  in  his  explanation,  had.  said, 
that  he  did  not  mean  that  the  Learned  Judge 
took  notice  of  the  good  government  of  the 
town  of  Nottingham  in  one  instance,  but  that 
he  gave  it  as  evidence  of  the  general  good  go- 
vernment of  the  town  :  but  this  he  knew,  to 
the  reproach  of  a  magistrate  there,  that  a 
Judge's  warrant  was  once  sent  there,  for  the 
purpose  of  apprehending  a  rioter,  and  the  ma- 
gistrate did  not  folluv,'  it  up,  and  ^te  it  execu- 
ted. The  Rt.Hon.  Gent,  then  concluded  with 
saying,  that  this  bill  should  have  his  cordial 
support,  and  he  was  really  sorry  that  the  com.- 
mittee  had  not  carried  the  matter  further:  he 
thought  they  would  have  done  well  to  have 
recommended  to  the  House  to  call  upon  the 
Attorney  General  to  prosecute  with  the  rigour 
of  the  law,  those  who  by  name  had  been  re- 
ported to  have  conducted  themselves  so  crimi- 
nally. 

Lord  George  Cavendisw  explained,  and 
said,  that,  so  far  from  screening  the  magis- 
trates, he  was  for  punishing  them,  nor  was  he 
for  screening  the  vices  of  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham, but  he  was  for  preserving  ancient  esta- 
blishments, which  were  very  serious  things,, 
and  great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  lay  a 
precedent  for  overturriing  them. 
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Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  obsen'ed,  that  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  lately  spoken  (Mr. 
Rose)  had  said,    that  the  committee   should 
have  taken  steps  towards  the  punishment  of 
the  instigators  of  the  late  riots  at  Nottingham  ; 
that  they  should  have  been  marked  out  in  the 
Report  as  objects  fit  for  punishment :  the  rea- 
son %vhy  the  committee  did  not  do   so  was, 
that  the  persons  alluded  to  were  not  parties  to 
the  cause  before  the  committee,  and  could  not 
be  heard  in  their  own  defence,    and  so  the 
comm.ittsc  thought  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
proceed  to  any  step  that  mij;ht  lead  to  their 
punishme:it,  without  giving  titem  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  heard  in  their  own  defence :  but 
the   committee    had    recommended    that    the 
House  might  peruse  the   evidence,  and  upon 
which  evidence  it  was  as  competent  to  any 
member  of  the  House  as  it  was  to  the  comm.it- 
tee,  to  recommend  a  prosecution  against  all 
or  any  of  those  persons  who  appeared  to  have 
misconducted  themselves.     This  bill  had  been 
called  a  strong  measure :  he  proposed  it  as  a 
strong  measure,  for  he  did  not  put  the  riots  at 
Nottingham    upon   a   footing    v/ith    common 
riots  ;  they  were  not  like  the  riots  at  Coventry, 
nor  any  other  election  riots.     He  did  not  call 
the  riots  of  Nottingham  election  riots;  it  was 
a  planned  scheme,  long  conceited,  to  insult 
and  ill-treat  in  the  m.ost  outrageous  manner, 
all  those  who  should  vote  for  IVlr.  Coke,  and 
there  were   men   stationed  at    and  upon   the 
booth  for  that  purpose,  and  to  give   signals 
for  persons  at  a  distance  to  do  the  same  thing  ; 
it  was  in  the  estimation  of  these  rioters  a  capi- 
tal crime  to  vote  for  a  Gentleman  who  had 
represented  the  tovv'n  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  rather  than  for  a  Gentleman  who,  v.'hat- 
ever  his  merit  was,  was  certainly  a  new  candi- 
date.   The  outrages  were  the  effect  of  a  syste- 
matic plan;  in  short,  it  was  a  scheme  founded 
on  French  principles,  which  produced  French 
practices;  and  if  this  bill  was  an  unprecedented 
measure,  he  answered,  that  the  cause  which 
produced  it  was  unprecedented   in  this  coim- 
try.     The  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr,  Fox)  had  called 
this  bill  a  measure  of  affected  and  insulting  le- 
nity.    Now  the  committee  did  not  consider 
any  thing  of  lenity,  they  were  guided  by  views 
of  justice,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  be  guided. 
There  was  not  any  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  conduct  of  the  magistrates ;  they  all  agreed 
that   effectual    measures   were   not   taken  by 
them  at  the  last  election  for  Nottingham  to 
suppress  riot,  and  to  preserve  the  freedom  of 
election  ;  but  the  committee  had  net  exjjressed 
their  opinion  so  as  directly  to  involve  the  ma- 
gistrates in  criminality  ;  they  'i',T  not  think  pro- 
per to  propose  any  measure  o,'' prosecution,  sup- 
posing that  which  v,-as  assumed  on  the  other 
side  to  be  correct,  whicli  was  far  from  being  the 
case;  btit  supposing  it  to  be  sd,  namely,  that 
these  magistrates  of  the  town  of  Nottintrham 
\vere  elected  by  the  people,  and  that,  as  such, 
they  were  really  the  guardians  of  tlie  people, 
yet  it  c-ould  not  be  said  that  their  jurisdiction 


was  destroyed  by  this  bill,  for  it  only  pave  to 
other  justices  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
them.  As  to  the  precedent,  of  which  the 
Hon.  Gent,  appeared  to  be  so  appreiiensive, 
he  owned  ho  saw  no  danger  in  it,  for  such  a 
measure  never  would  be  taken  except  where  it 
was  necessary,  and  it  would  never  be  neces- 
sary, but  where  such  principles  prevailed  as 
those  which  made  a  system  of  riot  at  Notting- 
ham, and  it  was  our  comfort  that  such  prin- 
ciples had  but  little  root  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefever  said,  that  the  present 
bill  had  his  hearty- concurrence.  As  to  the 
amendment  proposed  yesteiday,  by  an  Hon. 
Gent,  who  opposed  this  biji  with  much  vehe- 
mence (Mr.  Fox),  he  found  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  it,  not  only  on  account  of  its  general 
bad  principle,  but  also  because  it  tended  to 
degrade  the  magistracy  of  the  counties  of  this 
kingdom,  to  reduce  them,  and  to  place  them  in 
a  situation  wiihtheposjecoiratat/tj ofwhlchthty 
were  the  directors  on  fit  occasions.  As  to  county 
magistrates  being  called  crown  magistrates,  he 
begged  it  to  be  understood  by  the  public,  that 
they  were  persons  generally  appointed  to  their 
office  (which  was  a  laborious  one,  and  which 
they  performed  gratis),  upon  principles  of  in- 
dependence. They  were  appointed  for  the 
general  good  of  the  country,  and  they  gene- 
rally acted  upon  the  principle  of  their  appoint- 
ment. He  did  not  like  that  it  should  go  forth 
from  that  House  to  the  public,  that  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  counties  had  either  salaries  or 
emoluments  for  what  they  did,  or  that  they 
had  any  dependence  on  the  Crown  or  other 
dependance  v.'hatever;  on  the  contrary,,  thejr 
devoted  their  time  often  from  week  to  week, 
leaving  the  concerns  of  themselves  and  families,^ 
to  perform  som.c  of  the  most  important  busi- 
ness of  the  county  and  of  the  public,  withour. 
any  other  fee  or  reward  than  the  approbation 
of  their  consciences  for  having  contributed 
much  to  the  public  welfare.  As  to  the  licen- 
sing of  public-houses,  no  advantages  were  de- 
rived to  the  county  magistrates  from  it ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  a  pov/er,  the  exercise  of 
which  gave  them  much  trouble.  Some  clerks 
and  inferior  persons  had  fees  and  emoluments 
on  such  occasions,  but  the  magistiates  none. 

Mr.  Fox  explained;  and  said  he  was  misun- 
derstood by  th'?  Hon.  Cent,  who  spoke  last:  he 
did  not  mean  to  cast  the  slightest  reflection  on 
the  magistrates  of  the  counties,  on  account  of 
their  being  appointed  by  the  Crov.-n  ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  stated  that  the  greater  part  oi 
our  magistracy  was  appointed  by  the  Crov/n, 
and  that  he  regarded  as  one  of  tlie  excellencies 
of  the  system  of  our  govtrnnient  when  they 
were  mixed  with  those  magistrates  who  v,-ere 
elected.  He  never  knew  any  suspicion  enter- 
tained of  the  general  character  of  the  justiccr- 
of  the  peace  for  the  counties.  He  never  ;:;- 
sinuated  that  their  power  was  exercised  from 
corrupt  motives :  what  he  said  was,  there  was 
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much  merit  in  the  principle,  and  great  benefit 
from  the  practice  cf  blemling  with  ihem  in 
the  general  government  of  the  community, 
magii-tratcs  who  were  elective;  and  he  had 
only  alluded  to  the  general  duty  of  a  magis- 
trate, and  ohberved  that  some  parts  of  it  were 
more  agreeable  to  perform  than  others.  The 
excellence  of  our  general  government  by  mu- 
nicipal authority  was,  that  it  was  blended, 
that  it  was  an  union  of  those  who  were  nomi- 
nated by  the  Crown,  and  those  who  were 
elected  by  the  subject ;  for  he  detested  that 
aftectation  of  simplicity  which  would  have 
one  of  them  without  the  other.  The  excel- 
lency of  our  system  consisted  in  providing  that 
they  should  go  on  together,  but  each  in  his 
proper  station. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

WcJiiesday,  .1%  4. — (See  M'mides,  p.  81 1.) 

[Navy  abuse  bill.]— Sir  Henry  Mild- 
may  rose,  and  observed,  tliat  in  any  thing  he 
was  about  to  say  on  a  question,  in  his  mind, 
of  considerable  importance  to  the  House  and 
the  public  at  large,  he  did  not  mean  to  attach 
any  unjust  conduct  io  any  gentleman  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy.  He  was  entirely  governed  by  aii 
act  of  Parliament  \vhich  passed  a  short  time 
back,  the  letter  and  spirit  of  which  required, 
that  the  commissioners  appointed  under  Ihe 
act  to  investigate  the  abuses  which  have  taken 
place  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  should  report  to, 
the  House  the  nature  and  result  of  their 
minuLe  inquiry ;  but  he  could  not  but  express 
his  astonishment,  that  so  much  time  should 
have  elapsed  since  the  passing  of  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  mentioned,  and  not  the  least  in- 
fcvmation  has  yet  been  given  to  Parliament  on 
the  subject.  He  thought  it  would  have  been 
no  more  than  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
to  have  given  the  House  some  information 
how  they  were  going  on,  in  the  business  im- 
posed on  tliem  :  but  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
public  was  likely  to  receive  any  information 
on  the  subject.  Under  this  impression  he  rose 
to  address  the  House,  on  what  he  thought 
was  his  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament. 
There  was  one  circumstance  among  several, 
that  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  mention  to 
the  House,  which  called  for  some  investiga- 
tion. A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Taylor,  had 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  for  the  term  cf  seven,  foiuteen, 
and  twenty-one  years,  to  furnish  Government 
with  blocks;  but  without  any  real  cause  of 
^•omplaint  against  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  thought  proper  to  break  the  con- 
tract with  him  at  the  end  of  nine  years:  this 
,  sudden  and  strange  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Taylor,  operated 
for  a  time  as  hurtful  to  his  arrangenients : 
howt_ver,  no  great  length  of  time  elapsed  be- 
fore the  BtaiJ  tit"  Admiralty  were  obliged  to 


!  come  back  and  solicit  him  to  renew  his  en* 
i  gagements   with   them;   bat   this   applicatioI^■ 
;  was  refused  by  Mr.  Ta) lor,  unless  the  Board 
gave  him  an  additional  sum  of  10  per  cent,  to 
;  what  he  before  had  from  them.     This,  among 
:  other  things,  ought  to  come  before  the  House 
through  the  medium  of  the  commissioners,  so 
that  Parliament  might  form  some  opinion  of 
Mr.  Taylor's  conduct.     He  begged   leave  to 
i  call  tlie  attenticm  of  the  House  to  the  time  the 
'  Navy  Abuse  Bill  was  first  oilered  for  the  con- 
sideration  of  P.n-liament:   at  that  period  he 
I  well  recollected,  that  the  friends  of  the  bill 
'  urged  the  necessity  of  passing  it  immediately 
i  into  a  law,  as  many  abuses  in  the  navy  were 
\  known  to  exist;  he  therefore  thought  if  there 
;  was  good  cause  to  pass  the  bill  into  a  law  at  a 
I  very  short  notice,  there  was  also  good  cause 
I  to  know  something  of  the   good  efFect  pro- 
I  duced  by  the  bill ;  he  should  therefore  move, 
;  that  the  commissioners  appointed  by  act   of 
Parliament,  to  investigate  abuses  in  the  civil 
departments  of  the  navy,  as  practised  by  prize 
agents,  &c.  Sec.  do  report  the  same  to  the 
;  House. 

]      Sir  Charles  Pole  said,  be  had  the  honotir 
;  to  be  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
i  the  bill  in  question,  and  he  could  assure  the 
j  House,  that  no  time  had  been  lost,  and  that 
;  ever  since  he,  uith  the  other  commissioners, 
'  liad  met,  they  had  sat  from  five  to  seven  hours 
'  a  day  ;  he  thought  it  necessary  to  observe,  that 
I  as  soon  as  fair .  copies  were  made  out,  the  Re- 
port  should  be  laid  before  the  House  for  the 
I  inspection  of  Parliament,  and  which   should 
be  done  as  early  as  possible.  He  did  not  doubt 
'  but  if  the  Hon.  Bart,  had  made  any  inquiry 
re.'pecting  the  business  in  question,  of  eithei' 
j  of  the   commissioners,    he   would   not   have 
I  brought    forward    the   present    motion ;    he 
!  therefore  could   not  but    receive  it  as  a  re- 
buke. 

Captain  Mark  ham  said,  he  had  the  honour 
I  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
!  but  all  he  had  to  observe  at  present  on  the 
I  Hon.  Cient.'s  remarks  respecting  Mr.  Taylor 
i  was,  that  tlie  Adniiralty  considered  the  con- 
I  tract  L-ei-ween  him  and  them  as  a  bad  one  for 
j  the    {»ublic;    he    however   should    not  enter 
I  into  the  particulars  now,  but  when  the  busi- 
i  ness  cam.e  before  the  House,  he  should  speak 
at  some  length  on  the  subject ;  yet  it  might  be 
I  necessary  for  him  on  the  present  occasion  to 
1  Inform  the  House,  that  a  very  ingenious  me- 
chanic had  invented  an  engine  to  cut  blocks, 
I  at  a  much  less  expense  than  Mr.  Taylor  could. 
make  thera  for,  consequently  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  save  the  public 
money,  by  getting  blocks  as  cheap  as  possible. 
And  notwithstanding  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
had  been  abused  by  the  Hon.  Bart,  yet,  he  had 
the  pleasure  of  informing  the  House,  that  since 
the  year  1792,  we  have  a  better  naval  force  to 
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stand  against  any  enemy,  than  we  had  before 
that  period.  As  to  the  French  naval  force, 
which  had  been  so  much  talked  of,  it  only 
txisted  in  the  minds  of  Gcntienicn  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  House.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  the  French  naval  force  consisted 
wf  nothing  but  a  few  lishing-boats. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchi;qj.'er  said, 
^.e   concurred  entirely  with   the   Hon.  Gent, 
who  said  there  was  no  impulation  whatever 
of  blame  upon  the  Admiralty  Board  ;  but  his 
regret  was,    that  so!i"!e  partici'iars  had  been 
entered  into  in  the  speecn  of  the  Hon.  Member 
who  made  this  motion.     All  that  had   been 
said  on  the  subject  to  which  the  speech  of  the 
lion.  Bart,  referred,  must   necessarily  form  a 
part  of  the  object  to  which  the  inquiry  of  the 
committee  was  to  be  directed,  and  surely  it 
was  not  too  much  to  ask  that  the  discussion  of 
tliit  and  other  points  which  were  the  objects 
cf  inquiry  of  the  committee,  should  be  sus- 
pended until  the  Report  had  been  made. — 
An  Hon.  Gent,  at  the  head  of  the  committee, 
had  stated  that  the  Report  would  in  part  be 
ready  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days,  and 
he  tiiought  that  Hon.  Member  had  satisfied  the 
House  there  had  been  no  delay  in  the  proj^ress 
\')f  the  inquiry,  nor  needed  that  Hon.  Member 
have  brought  forward  any  comparison  between 
the  present  time  and  the  year  1790,  as  to  the 
interval  that  had  passed  between  the  form- 
ing of  the  committee  and  the  making  a  report. 
With  regard  to  this  motion,  he  did  not  feel 
there  was  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  the  motion 
itself  that  tended  to  reflect  on  any  body,  but 
there  was  something  in  the  particular  manner 
of  the  Hon.  Eart.  in  the  speech  with  which  he 
introduced  that  motion,  that  might  be  called 
an  intended  rebuke,  and  also  a  suspicion  of  an 
unnecessary  delay.     What  was  the  statement 
•of  the  Hon.  Gent,  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  ?  That  they  werp  almost  quite 
prepared  with  one  part  of  the  Report,    and 
that  several  other  parts  were  soon  to  come 
forward  :    he   could    not   therefore   think   it 
would  appear  to  the  House  there  had  been 
any  negligence  in  the  proceedings  of  this  com- 
mittee ;  nor  was  the  imputation  of  negligence 
indeed  stated  ;  it  was  only  implied  from  what 
v.'as  stated  by  the  Hon.  Bart.  He  hoped  he  did 
not  Intend  to  convey  that  imputation,  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  same  «}uartcr, 
a  disclaimer  of  such  implication.     That  Hon. 
Bart,  had  alluded  to  some  expressions  which 
fell  from  him  (Mr.  Addingtoa)  previous  to  the 
Christmas  recess,  and  he  seemed,  from  that 
observation,  to  think  that  the  Admiralty  had, 
from  an   ill-timed  and  miserable  parsimony, 
starved  a  material  part  of  the  public  service,  and 
he  had  compared  the  present  state  of  the  naval 
force,  with  the  declaration   made  before  the 
recess.     Mr.  Addington  said,  he  had  much  ra- 
ther be  found  to  have  made  an  improvident  de- 
claratioi>,  than  tliat  it  should  appear  that  any 
part  of  the  public  seTvicCp  and  particularly  that 


part  of  it,  had  been  starved  by  parsimony,  or 
from  any  other  cause  neglected,  or  that  there 
should  rest  a  suspicion  that  it  had  been  neg- 
lected ;  but  he  made  no  such  declaration  as 
that   which  had  been   imputed  to  him.     He 
never  said  that  fifty  sail  of  the  line  would  be 
ready  for  sea  at  a  moment  of  emergency,  with- 
in a  month,  as  the  Hon.  Bart,  stated;  but   he 
said  then,  and  he  said  now,  that  although  in 
time  of  peace,  on  an  emergency,  fifty  sail  of 
the  line  might  be  got  ready  for  sea,  he  had  not 
intimated,  for  it  would  be  madness  to  intimate, 
that  in  that  peiiod  all  the  men  for  that  num- 
ber of  ships  could  be  provided.     His  expres- 
sion,, at  the  time,  conveyed  no  such  meaning, 
and   it   would   appear   impossible,   from   the 
nature  of  the  thing  ;  so  it  was  now  impossible 
to  say  coiTectly  the  period  within  which  that 
fleet  could  be  manned.     When  a  number  of 
ships  and  proper  equipments  for  them  maybe 
reatiy,  was  a  matter  which  might  be  calculated, 
and  therefore  stated,  and  that  was  all  to  which 
his  expression  referred,  and  that  might  be  still 
better  known  by  those  who  were  at  the  head 
of  the  naval  department ;  but  how  was  it  pos- 
sible to  know  precisely  when  all  the  men  ne- 
cessary for  that   service  could  be  procured  ? 
That  referred  to  a  variety  of  considerations- 
first,  to  the  state  of  the  merchants'  service  in 
shipping,  for  the  supply  of  men  must  come 
fiom   that   source ;    secondly,    to   the   means 
taken  to  procure  these  men  for  the  royal  navy. 
It  must  therefore  appear  to  the  House  mani- 
festly impossible  for  him  to  say  at  what  precise 
period  fifty  sail  of  the  line  would  be  ready  to  go 
to  sea  on  actual  service.  He  did  not  intend  to  say 
j  any  thing  that  could  have  been  so  construed, 
\  and  he  should  have  been  ashamed  of  having 
\  attempted  it,  if  he  had  done  so.     He  would 
not  r,ow,  because  this  was  not  the  season  for 
it,  state  the  number  of  ships  v.'hich  are  ready 
for  sea ;  but  did  Gentlemen  know  how  many- 
were  so  ?   This  he  would  say,  the  number  was 
much  greater  than  any  thing  which  had  been 
of  late   generally   stated  to  the   public,  and 
such  as  would  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  best 
friends  of  this  country.    Thirty-two  sail  of  the 
line  were  in  commission  in  British  ports  :  more 
information   would  be   given   in  a  few  days- 
The  Atlmiralty  had  used  no  means  that  were 
not  justifiable  in   procuring  men:    they  had 
hitherto  had  recourse  to  none  but  the  most 
moderate  means;  but  let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  because  men  were  not   procured,    they 
were  therefore   not  procurable.     The   House 
would  learri  that  the  exertions  of  the  Admiralty 
to  procure  men,  had  hitherto  had  a  strict  re- 
gard to  the  iutcrests  of  comnwrce,  they  had 
wisely   proportioned   their   exertions    to   the 
emergency  of  the  public  service  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  interests  of  trade  and  merchan- 
dise on  the   other.     They   had   not  hitherto 
pressed   any  ficm  protections,    nor  had   thp 
commerce  of  the  country  been,  in  the  least 
degree,  interrupted.      Gentlemen    should   re- 
collect, that  the  scale  fiov/  v/as  greatly  altered 
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from  what  it  was  in  former  years  in  this  par- 
ticular. In  former  times  it  w.ts  thought  a 
great  exertion  to  raise  from  16,000  to  ao,oco 
seamen ;  but  now  we  were  to  raise  from 
;,o,ooo  to  jOjOGO  seamen,  which  was  a  very- 
great  difference  of  comparative  exertion.  He 
observer],  however,  there  was  no  remissness 
in  the  present  service;  on  the  contrary,  greater 
•xertion  than  at  any  former  time,  of  the  same 
length,  and  by  much  more  moderate  means, 
and  better  regard  to  the  interests  of  trade, 
than  on  any  former  occasion.  He  was  av/are 
that  he  had  gone  more  into  particulars,  on  this 
occasion,  Ihan  perhaps  was  warranted  by  strict 
regularity,  and  by  which  he  had  fallen  into 
the  coui\;e  which  he  had  regretted  to  have 
been  done  by  others.  His  apology  was,  that 
}ie  was  desirous  to  set  the  matter  right,  and 
to  assure  the  House,  there  was  no  period  for 
Avhich  he  was  more  anxious  than  the  day  when 
he  should  have  it  in  his  power  to  bring  for- 
^vard  a  correct  statement  on  this  part  of  the 
public  service,  as  well  as  that  of  endeavouring 
to  do  justice  to  every  Member  of  his  Majesty's 
g-overnment,  as  well  as  himself,  upon  the 
discharge  of  their  public  duty  in  this  and 
every  other  branch  of  the  public  service.  He 
should  then  bring  forward  certain  topics  with 
more  satisfaction  than  he  was  at  present  able 
to  describe.  No  longer  time  than  was  abso- 
Jutely  necessary  would  be  taken  to  bring  for- 
"ward  these  topics,  when,  he  was  confident, 
they  would  undergo  a  full  and  perfect  discus- 
sion. For  the  present  he  apprehended,  that 
his  Hon.  Friend  behind  him  had  given  to  the 
House  an  explanation  that  was  perfectly  satis- 
factory. He  had  now  only  to  say,  that,  in- 
stead of  proposing  to  negative  the  motion  now 
before  the  House,  he  should  move  the  order 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Canning  obser\Td,  that  the  Hon.  Bart, 
had  at  present  received  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  his  motion,  and  probably,  if  such  an  answer 
had  been  given  formerly  to  his  question,  as 
had  now  been  given  to  his  motion,  the  House 
would  not  have  been  troubled  with  the  present 
discussion  ;  but  there  was  one  point  in  Vv'hich 
it  appeare-l  to  him  that  his  Hon.  Friend  had 
not  hadjustice  done  him — he  was  represented 
as  persevering  in  this  matter  without  necessity, 
when,  in  point  of  fact,  his  motion  arose  from 
his  not  having  had  an  answer  to  a  question 
which  he  had  put  on  a  former  occasion.  His 
Hon.  Friend  was  represented  as  imputing 
blame  to  the  commissioners  under  the  bill  for 
inquiry  into  abuses  in  the  navy;  now  if  there 
was  any  one  thing  more  remarkable  than  ano- 
ther in  the  course  of  what  he  said  with  perfect 
fairness  on  this  occasion,  it  v,  as  that  of  a  stu- 
dious assurance  to  the  House,  that  he  did  not 
blame  the  commissioners,  and  he  thought  it 
impossible  to  accuse  his  Hon.  Friend  on  that 
ground.  He  understood  the  motion  as  merely 
preparatory  to  an  inquiry  into  the  subject  by 
the  House,  after  receiving  -.vhatever  informa- 


tion should  be  conveyed  by  the  Report. 
This  committee  was  appoir.ted  before  Christ- 
mas, or.  an  allegation  that  great  abuses  pre- 
vailed in  the  civil  departments  of  the  navy, 
and  so  urgent  and  crying  were  these  abuses 
stated  to  be,  that  the  bill  was  passed,  he  v.-ould 
not  say  improperly,  but  in  a  very  limi-ted  time, 
considering  the  constitutional  principles  which 
it  involved.  Parliament,  however,  concurred 
in  passing  it  thus  rapidly,  under  a  conviction, 
that  the  abuses  weic  so  crying,  that  they  must 
not  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the  holidays,  and 
one  srguir.ent  then  made  use  of  by  way  of 
sanction  to  the  bill  was,  that  if  it  did  not  pass 
before  the  holidays,  a  great  deal  of  guilt  v.-ould 
fly  ofFand  escape  from  punishment.  Now  he 
would  ask,  had  any  man  fled  to  escape  punish- 
ment ?  Had  Mr.  Taylor  Red,  cf  v,-hom  so 
much  had  been  said,  and  who  had  been  so 
treated  ?  On  the  contrary,  as  a  proof  that  he 
had  no  occasion  to  fiy,  or  to  fear,  he  was  even 
now  reinvested  with  his  contract.  There  was, 
therefore,  an  end  of  that  argument  of  the  neces- 
pityof  the  measure,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
against  thefiight  of  guilt.  The  object  of  his  Hon. 
Friend  by  the  present  motion,  he  understood 
to  be  this — that  as  the  bill  gave  to  these  com- 
missioners an  extraordinary  and  anomalous 
power,  and  applied  an  extraordinary  remedy, 
and  nothing  but  the  extent  of  abuse  stated  as 
the  cause  of  it,  he  wished  to  know  what  was 
done  by  that  committee,  that  v\'as  to  say,  to 
know  what  use  the  committee  had  made  of 
such  power?.  And  he  owned  he  could  not 
think  it  was  unworthy  the  feelings  of  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  to  express  a  wish  for  such 
information,  in  order  that  the  uses  of  this  ex- 
traordinary power  might  appear  to  the  House, 
and  that  the  House  might  see  how  it  had  been 
applied ;  in  order  that  his  Hon.  Friend,  and 
every  other  Member  who  had  supported  the 
bill,  might  stand  well  with  himself  for  having 
assented  to  such  a  measure,  if  so  much,  and 
such  extraordinary,  power  was  given,  was  it 
too  much  for  a  Member  of  Parliament  to  ask, 
how  such  power  had  been  employed?  Was 
that  an  inquiry  which  v/as  unworthy  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  :  His  Hon.  Friend  v.as 
charged  with  going  into  particulars  upon  this 
occasion,  before  the  Report  was  brought  for- 
ward. On  a  former  occasion,  when  he  asked 
for  the  Report  of  the  committee,  he  received 
no  answer;  and  as  one  head  of  the  Report 
must  then  have  been  nearly  ready,  as  appeared 
by  the  statement  of  an  Hon.  Member  of  the 
committee,  that  might  have  been  stated  to 
his  Hon.  Friend,  and  then  he  was  confident 
that  he  would  not  have  gone  into  particulars 
beibre  he  saw  that  Report.  Another  point  on 
which  his  Hon.  Friend  was  justified  in  calling 
for  the  Report,  was  this  ;  when  this  committee 
was  instituted,  the  House  was  perpetually 
warned  by  Ministers  to  consider  that  we  were 
in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  and  when,  there- 
foie,  no  possible  injury  could  be  felt  by  prob- 
ing  into  abuses  which    had  crept   into   our 
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affairs  ill  the  course  of  a  long  war ;  and  this 
argument  must  be  supposed  to  have  great 
•weight,  from  such  authority;  for  was  it  pos- 
sible that  a  measure  might  be  laudablein  time  of 
peace,  and  yet  inliriitely  dangerous  even  to  be 
tried  in  time  of  war.  In  time  of  war,  it  was 
possible  to  feel  abuses,  and  yet  we  should 
not  attempt  to  remove  them.  Mr.  Taylor  got 
his  contract  again — Why?  Because  that  which 
was  intended  to  supply  his  place  was  not  ready. 
AVhat  did  that  prove,  but  that  Members  of 
Government  began  to  destroy,  before  they  had 
provided  means  for  substitution  ?  He  would 
ask,  if  that  war.  tlic  situation  in  which  it  was 
wise  to  place  us  ?  and  was  a  man  to  be  rebuked 
afterwards  for  doing  nothing  but  his  duty,  by 
calling  on  the  House  to  examine  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  power  so  obtained  h;td  been  exer- 
cised ?  It  was  very  possible  that  the  bill  under 
which  these  commi  sioners  acted,  was  meant 
for  peace  and  not  for  war — he  was  not  saying 
that  was  the  case — but  it  was  possible,  and 
that  was  a  question  fit  for  discussion;  and  his 
Hon.  Friend  was  now  not  only  justified,  but 
he  was  performing  a  laudable  duty  in  calling 
the  attention  of  Parliament  to  a  subject  of  so 
much  importance:  nor  was  thi;;  all;  his  Hon. 
Friend  would  have  been  justified  in  taking  the 
course  he  did,  although  none  of  these  reasons 
existed.  He  would  have  been  justified  upon 
the  principles  of  humanity  and  the  feelings  of 
a  gent,  in  calling  for  an  account  of  the  manner 
inwhich  this  power  had  been  exercised.  If  he 
had  only  conceived  that  Mr.  Taylor  was  an 
ill-used  individual.  He  saw  nothing  discre- 
ditable to  his  Hon.  Friend  in  bringing  this 
matter  forward,  even  if  it  appeared  that  he 
had  no  other  niotive  but  that  of  vindicating 
the  character  of  an  individual  whom  he  had 
thought  ill-treated;  why,  then,  his  Hon.  Friend 
was  justitied  in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject  on  the  feelings  of  com- 
mon humanity.  He  was  justified  in  doing  so 
from  the  civility  of  a  gent,  a  poirt  which  no 
Gent.  Avould  dispute,  and  as  a  Member  of 
Parliament  not  only  was  he  justified  in  what  he 
did,  but  he  was  laudably  performing  a  labo- 
rious t.ask.  The  conduct  of  the  Admiralty 
was  not  in  question  nov\-,  nor  need  it  have 
been  brought  into  this  debate,  in  the  course 
of  which,  wjthout  any  reference  to  any  per- 
sonal question,  it  appeared  that  persons  vv-ho 
mean  to  speak  on  one  side,  might  happen  to 
Contradict  e.ach  other  ;  and  this  had  been  the 
fact  to-night  in  this  debate  betv/een  his  Hon. 
Friend  behind  him  (Captain  Markham)  and 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  upon  the  floor  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer).  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent- 
had  said,  that  with  regard  to  the  preparations 
of  the  navy  of  this  country,  it  is,  in  point  of 
fact,  in  a  greater  state  of  preparation  than  on 
the  apprehension  of  hostilities  at  the  beginning 
of  the  last  war.  That  was  not  the  question  ; 
but  the  question  was,  whether,  with  reference 
to  the  comp.Trative  establishments  at  both 
periods,  more  had  been  done  now  than  had 
Vol.  III. 


been  done  then  in  the  same  length  of  time,  to 
put  this  country  in  a  proper  state  of  prepara- 
tion for  hostilities?  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had 
said,  that  when  he  said  fifty  sail  of  the  line 
meant  for  service  would  be  ready  in  a  month, 
on  an  emergency,  he  did  not  mean  that  they 
should  be  actually  fit  for  sea,  because  th.ey 
might  not  be  manned  in  that  time.  He  would 
not  contradict  the  present  statement  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  but  the  way  in  which  he  ac- 
counted for  having  deceived  liimself  by  hearing 
the  statement  was  this:  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
had  said  on  that  occasion,  the  men  were  mt.rc 
ta.iiy  collected  now  than  they  wei-e  formerly,, 
because  they  were  now  distributed  in  frigates, 
and  tha*  therefore  the  ships  might  be  equipped 
in  a  shorter  time  than  formerly.  This  was  the 
reason  alleged  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  why  we 
could  fit  out  fifty  sail  of  the  line  within  so  f.hort 
a  time  upon  an  emergency,  and  this  could  not 
formerly  be  done.  How  the  men  might 
be  brouglit  together,  and  so  form  a  force  suin- 
cient  to  fit  o\it  a  fieet  of  fifty  sail  of  the  line,  he 
could  not  understand,  and  that  was  the  sense 
in  which  he  comprehended,  or  thought  he 
comprehended,  the  assertion  of  the  R.t.  Hon, 
Gent,  upon  that  subject.  But  how  frigates 
can  be  changed  into  large  ships  of  the  line,  he 
owned  he  dia  not  understand.  He  could  not 
understand  how  frigates  could  be  changed 
into  ships  of  the  line,  but  he  couid  conceive 
how  the  men  taken  out  of  a  great  number  of 
frigates,  were  brought  together,  and  put  on 
board  ships  of  the  line  ;  and  this  was  the  only 
way  in  which  he  hoped  to  atone  for  the  mis-* 
conception  he  had  formed  of  the  assertion  of 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  What  he  had  heard  to- 
night, excited  his  astonishm.ent ;  and  he  m.ust 
now  beg  that  the  King's  message  of  the  8th 
of  March  be  read. — [The  message  was  read 
in  part — "  His  Majesty  thinks  it  necessary  to 
acquaint  the  House  of  Commcms  that  very 
considerable  military  preparations  are  carrying 
on  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland.''^ — 
Mr.  Canning  proceeded :  he  said,  that  was 
enough  for  him.  It  was  now  for  the  first  time 
that  the  House  had  heard,  from  the  best  autho- 
rity, from  one  of  the  Lords  of  th.e  Admiralty, 
that  there  vvns  no  preparation  in  the  ports  of 
France  and  Holland.  Until  to-day  the  House 
had  been  led  to  believe  there  were  consider- 
able prepar.itions  caJTying  on  in  the  ports  of 
France  and  Holland.— But  now  we  had  a  plain 
assertion  from  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, directly  contradic  ing  the  whole  of  the 
most  material  sentence  in  the  message  from 
the  King.  In  the  very  teeth  of  all  oUr  alarm, 
a  Gent,  from  the  Admiralty  told  the  Hou:  e 
there  was  no  foundation  for  any  part  of  it,  for' 
that  we  had  nothing  to  oppose  but  a  few  ush- 
ing-boats.  This  was  an  agreeable  surprise, 
and  he  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  his  Hou. 
Friend  Captain  Markhain's  vigilance,  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  information,  and 
too  high  an  opinion  of  his  veracity,  frr  an  in- 
stant to  suspect  the  truth  of  hio  assertlcn-^too 
*  Oo 
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high  an  opinion  of  his  integrity,  to  sjspcct  that  I 
he  would  attenf.pt  to  delude  the  House.     If 
not,  then  the  question  would  he,  who  have  | 
.deluded  the  House  ?     On  what  pretence  was 
that  message  sent  ?      If  t!ie  statement  of  his 
Hon.  Friend  (Captain  Markham)  was  correct, 
he  believed  he  understood  the  case  a  little,  and 
that  it  was  not  difficult  to  judge   why  the 
House   had  no  information.     The  Report  of  j 
the  comraittee  would  soon  be  made,  and  then  1 
the   HouKC  would  take  the  matter  of  it  into  ! 
consideration.     The  material  question  which  1 
would  anse  on  it  would  be,  not  only  whether  j 
the  con  raiisioners  had  exercised  their  powers  1 
properly  or  not?  but  also,  whether  this  mea- 
sure dii^i  more  good  than  harm  ?   or  whether, 
which  was  a  possible  case,  instead  of  redress- 
ing grievances,  it  had  been  applied  to  the  op- 
pression of  a  worthy  individual,  and  exercised 
to  the  detriment  of  the  state  ? 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who 
■  spoke  last  must  perceive  that  no  motion  had 
been  made  at  present  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty;    if  that  subject  should 
com.e  under  discussion,  he  had  such  a  perfect 
reliance  upon  the  high  cliaracter  of  the  Noble 
Person  who  presided  over  that  Board,  that  he 
.  had  no  doubt  but  a  complete  and  sufficient 
answer  would  be  given  to   any  c^nrges  that 
might  be  brought  forward.     It  was  certainly 
natural  to  wish,  that  upon  a  point  of  great 
public  importance  the  House  should  have  in- 
formation upon  the  subject,  but  it  was  impos- 
sible sometimes  to  have  information  simply, 
and  at  the  sane  time  justly,  because  infornia- 
.  lion,  to  be  satisfactory,  must  embrace  all  the 
points  connected  with  it.     He  was  perfcctly 
convinced  of  the  good  intention  of  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  :  by  good  intention,  he 
meant  not  only  the  disposition,  but  the  ability 
to  reform  and  root  out  the  abuses  which  were 
known  to  exi.^t  in  parts  of  the  naval  service. 
He  trusted  that  in  the  prosccu.tion  of  this  great 
work,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  would  not  suf- 
fer themselves  to  be  intimidated  by  the  cla- 
mours or  insinuations  v.hich  were  throv/n  out 
against  them  by  jobbers,  or  by  persons  who 
were  interested  in    continuing   those  abuses. 
Strong  powers   were   certainly  given   to. the 
commissioners  by  the  bill  -which  had  been  al- 
luded to  :    he  certainly  was  not   a  frier.d  to 
vesting  strong  povi'ers  in  any  persons;  but  if 
he  were  to  give  them  in  any  case,  it  would  be 
where  they  were  to  be  used  to  effect  reforms 
in  the  abases  of  the  state.     He  had  seen  in- 
stances in  which  foirner  admJnistraticns  had 
been  anxious  ivpon  all  occasions  to  take  strong 
measures  against  the  subject,  and  it  would  he 
too  much  now  if  they  Avcre  to  refuse  strong 
powers,  which  were  to  be  exercised  for  the 
benefit  of  the  subject.     This  certainly  was  not 
the  time  for  entering  into  any  discussion  upon 
the  armament ;  he  could  not,  however,  help 
expressing  his  surprise  at  v,-hat  had  fallen  from 
an  Hon.  Gent.  (Captain  Markham)  upon  that 
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subject,  even  though  the  Hon.  Member's 
opinion  upon  that  point  agreed  with  his  own. 
The  words  of  the  message  certainly  were 
military  armaments;  now  the  word  military 
was  certainly  sometimes  used  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  naval;  but  when  the  subject  came  to 
be  inquired  into,  it  would  make  very  little 
difference  in  what  sense  the  word  was  under- 
stood. He  had  merely  risen  to  state  his  per- 
fect confidence  in  the  abihty  of  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  carry  the  reforms  into 
effect,  either  in  time  of  peace  or  war. 

Capt.  Markham,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
when  he  spoke  of  the  respective  naval  force 
of  this  country,  and  of  tliat  which  he  must 
call  our  natural  enemy,  he  certainly  outstep- 
ped the  strict  line,  as  men  sometimes  used 
strong  expressions  without  expecting  to  be 
held  to  the  strict  letter  of  them.  Perhaps, 
too,  it  might  be  a  httle  allowable  to  Gent, 
of  his  profession  to  hold  the  naval  power  of 
France  in  contempt,  and  it  was  in  that  view 
he  spoke  of  the  navy  of  France.  He  begged 
to  refei  to  the  iiistory  of  the  last  war,  and  it 
would  be  found  ttiat  he  had  not  much  out- 
stepped the  bounds  of  truth,  when  he  called 
the  navy  of  France  mere  fishing-boats.  He 
did  not  say  there  were  no  anuaments  in  the 
ports  of  France  and  Holland,  but  he  hoped 
he  should  always  be  able  to  speak  of  them 
with  the  same  contempt. 


HOUSF.    OF    LORDS. 

Thursday,   Mny  :^.—(See  M'liuites,  p.%11.) 

[Irjsh  bank  restriction.]— Lord  Kin« 
took  the  first  regular  opportunity  that  pre- 
sented itself,  for  proposing  the  introduction  of 
the  clause  lie  had  given  notice  of  on  two  for- 
mer occasions:  the  substance  and  effect  of 
rhis  clause  was,  to  authorize  the  creditors  of 
the  Governors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  to  compel,  by  legal  process,  that  coi"- 
poration  to  pay  them  the  amount  of  their  de- 
mands in  Bank  of  England  note'^,  allowing  for 
the  difference  of  the  currency  in  Ireland.  The 
adoption  of  this  measure,  the  Noble  Lord 
contended,  would  in  a  great  degree  remedy 
the  evils  produced  in  Ireland  by  the  deprecia- 
tion of  its  currency,  in  consequence  of  the 
enormous  circulation  of  Bank  notes.  He 
pointed  out  the  difference  betv/een  a  real  and 
nouu'nal  exchange,  and  argued  that  the  latter 
was  by  no  means  so  mcch  against  Ireland  as 
was  generally  supposed ;  inasmuch  as  the 
actual  balance  of  trade  would  be  found  to  be 
in  its  favour.  The  causes  of  the  unfavour- 
able state  of  the  exchange  with  respect  to  Ire- 
land, arose,  he  contended,  chiefly,  if  not 
solely,  from  the  great  depreciation  of  its  cur- 
rency. The  chief  objection  against  what  he 
proposed  was,  that  it  would  tend  to  draw  the 
specie  out  of  the  country — this  he  could  not 
think  would  be  the  case.     He  v.-as  of  opinion 
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that  an  adequate  supply  of  Bank  of  England 
notes  could  be  procured  by  means  of  bills  of 
exchange,  and  in  the  way  of  commerce.  He 
contended,  that  unless  the  causes  of  the  de- 
preciation of  its  currency  were  done  away, 
which  his  proposition  would  tend  more  than 
any  other  measure,  equally  unexceptionable, 
to  do,  the  consequences  must  eventually  be 
ruinous  to  that  country.  The  Noble  Lord 
concluded  with  moving  his  clause,  which  was 
to  the  eiFect  above  stated. 

The  Marquis  of  Sligo  said,  nothing  could 
more  clearly  shew  the  difficulty  of  finding  any 
remedy  for  the  grievance  under  which  the 
Irish  laboured  in  the  high  and  increasing  ex- 
change, than  that  a  proposition  should  come 
from  a  Noble  Lord,  who  had  considej-ed  the 
subject  so  much  with  intent  to  do  it  away, 
which  was  in  no  sort  practicable,  and  which,  if 
practicable  by  any  possible  means,  would  be 
productive  of  the  most  serious  mischiefs.  His 
Xordship  said,  he  had  considered  the  subject 
a  great  deal,  not  only  as  a  duty  to  Ireland, 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  giving  such  local 
iuform.ation  to  their  Lordsh-ps,  as  they  might 
not  otherwise  obtain  ;  and  by  doing  of  which, 
perhaps,  on  such  occasions,  the  seat  he  had 
the  honour  of  filling  would  be  of  most  public 
utility.  A  bill  for  continuing  the  restrictions 
on  the  bank  of  Ireland  could  scarcely  have  any 
clause  added  to  it  more  entirely  inconsistent 
Mnth  its  principle,  than  that  which  was  pro- 
posed •  neither  could  his  Lordship  possibly 
imderstand  what  difference  there  was  between 
allowing  the  Bank  to  pay  their  engagements 
with  guineas,  or  with  notes  from  another 
country,  which  they  must  buy  with  guineas 
Jt  would  open  the  Bank  in  the  worst  manner 
possible,  by  allowing  all  the  specie  to  go  out 
of  the  country,  without  circulating  any  of  it 
through  it  for  its  own  internal  purposes.  His 
Lordship  said,  the  difliculty  in  discus  ing 
money  questions  arose  partly  from  not  consi- 
dering specie  like  any  othti  article  of  com- 
merce. Take  it  in  that  view,  and  much  of 
its  apparent  complicacy  vanished.  Gold,  it 
was  very  certain,  bore  a  premium  of  above 
five  per  cent,  in  Ireland  above  its  nominal  va- 
lue in  Bank  notes  ;  but  though  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  paper  was  not  in  some  degree  of 
deprecffation,  he  Avould  not  agree  that  it  was 
a  necessary  consequence  resulting  from  it; 
and  in  the  present  instance  he  was  much  in- 
clined to  think  it  was  not  the  ca:-e.  Specie, 
it  was  well  known,  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary for  the  linen  trade,  the  great  staple  ma- 
nufacture of  Ireland,  and  not  necessary,  from 
any  preference  given  to  it  alone  by  those  who 
carried  on  the  trade,  but  from  other  very  good 
and  sufficient  reasons.  With  a  limited  quan- 
tity of  specie  in  the  country,  it  was  very  na- 
tural, when  indispensably  wanted  any  Avhere, 
that  those  who  chanced  to  hold  what  there 
was  of  it,  should  give  it  an  increased  value. 
A  horse  worth  ^c/.  at  Smithfield  last  month, 


might  be  worth  40/.  now,  without  any  depre- 
ciation in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  ; 
and  the  same  argument  would  apply  to  specie. 
His  Lordship  said,  that  the  high  price  of  bul- 
lion in  Ireland,  and  the  high  exchange  against 
that  country,  were  both  circumstances  much 
to  he  regretted ;  and  yet  though  acting  in 
some  degree  as  cause  and  effect,  they  tended 
to  counteract  the  mischiefs  of  each  other ; 
and  if  it  Avere  possible  to  remove  the  one  witli- 
out  the  other,  it  woidd  be  attended  with  con- 
sequences the  most  ruinous.  Tiie  high  value 
of  specie  for  internal  purposes  kept  the  mo- 
ney in  the  country,  wlu'ch  otherwise  would 
be  forced  out  by  the  high  preniiuiu  of  the  ex- 
change ;  and  the  high  exchange  reiml-^urstd 
the  merchant  what  he  liad  paid  for  specie, 
without  obliging  him  to  add  to  its  price  upon 
the  consumer.  The  exchange  operated  as  a 
tax  upon  all  imports,  and  as  a  bounty  on  our 
own  manufacture;  and  thuo  perhaps  it  car- 
ried with  it  a  kind  of  sinking  fund,  that  might 
ultimately  do  away  a  gnevatice  fur  which  it 
was  (Scarcely  possible  to  find  a  direct  remedy; 
and  all  the  prop(isals  for  which  svcre  so  full 
of  difficulty  and  danger,  that  in  his  rnind  it 
was  better  far  to  bear  the  ills  we  have,  than 
taste  of  others  that  we  know  not  of.  With 
respect  to  the  causes  of  the  high  exchange 
against  Ireland,  they  were  pretty  ge-aerally 
known ;  a  great  military  establishment,  in 
times  when  the  country  was  disttirhed,  had 
incurred  expense,  the  means  for  which  were 
necessarily  got  out  of  it.  The  interest  oa 
those  loans,  great  in  comparison  to  the  wealth 
of  the  country,  and  paid  out  of  it,  was  one 
cause  ;  coals  impoiled,  ar7d  amotHtting  to  ut-nr 
700,000/.  a  year,  one  half  of  which  was  u-;ed 
in  Dublin,  and  paid  for  in  specie,  was  auclher 
cause ;  an  increase  of  expense  in  those  who 
lived  out  of  the  country,  by  tlie  rise  in  every 
article  of  consumption,  was  another  caijw; 
an  increase  of  Ibi-eign  trade,  and  every  other 
natural  cause  for  the  balance  of  trade,  also 
operated  ;  and  it  vras  unfoitunately  too-  true 
what  was  advanced  by  the  Noble  Lard,  tiiat 
Ireland  had  not  a  balance  of  trade  iri  her  fa- 
vour with  any  country  in  the  worid.  Si.'ch 
were  her  present  circumstances,  hcA  he  lic;;'v»l 
and  trusted  with  much  betier  prospects  he- 
fore  her.  His  Lordship  said,  there  was  one 
point  advanced,  to  which,  from  personal  mo- 
tives, he' was  particularly  anxious  to  allude: 
it  had  been  very  industriously  circulated,  that 
the  high  exchange  against  Ireland  h;;d  been 
occasioned  by  an  increase  of  absentees  in  con- 
se(juence  of  the  Union,  and  that  it  was  a  fair 
price  to  pay  for  it.  His  Lordship  said,  the 
fact  was  not  so,  there  was  no  increase  of  ab- 
sentees worth  naming — that  he  never  believed 
the  Union  would  increase  the  absentees — and 
that  if  lie  had,  he  never  would  have  voted  for 
it,  not  from  regard  to  the  paltry  sum.  v\  hich  a 
fev/  individuals  migli.t  expend-  and  which 
would  be  provided  for  by  half  llie  vauie  of  a 
linen  ship,  but  because  nothing  could  com- 
«Oo  2 
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pensate  any  country  for  the  loss  of  its  resident 
gentry.  'i~he  example  of  their  lives,  the  tn- 
courageinent  of  their  countenance  to  indus- 
try, the  protection  of  the  weak,  and  seeing 
and  enforcing  a  regular  and  impariial  ?.dmi- 
n^s' ration  of  justice,  were  duties  v.'hich  the 
great  owed  to  their  situation  ;  they  belonged 
to  their  residence,  and  the  want  of  them  no 
advantage  could  compensate. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  May  G.—-(See  Mriutes,  p.  Sii.) 

pN'SOLTENT    DEBTORS.] On    thc    motioH 

:  the  committal  of  the  insolvent  debtors' 


for 
bill, 


Lord  ?loiRA  rose,  and  took  a  wide  and 
comprehenbive  view  of  the  lav/s  of  this  coun- 
try with  respect  to  debtor  and  creditor,  and 
complained  of  the  power  which,  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
precepts  of  universal  justice,  the  creditor  nov/ 
possessed  of  inflicting  punishment  upon  his 
debtor.  It  was  the  only  instance  in  which  an 
individual  was  allowed  to  be  judge  in  his  own 
cause,  and  permitted  to  subject  another  man 
to  penal  iniprisonment  (for  it  was  cavilling 
with  terms  to  call  it  any  thing  else),  without 
any  proof  of  delinquency.  Against  this  de- 
fault it  was  his  wish  to  provide  a  remedy,  not 
by  a  temporary  act,  but  by  a  permanent  re- 
gulation. It  was  a  common  caving,  that  there 
were  twenty  evil  debtors  to  one  cruel  creditor. 
He  would  not  deny  that  fraudulent  debtors 
were  numerous — perhaps,  more  than  half  of 
those  who  contracted  debts  did  so,  either 
with  no  iritention  to  pay,  or  squandt  red  the 
met'ii-;  which  should  be  --ipplied  to  that  pur- 
pose. Such  persons  it  v.'as  the  object  of  his 
measure  to  exclude  ;  bi;t  though  he  meant  to 
propose  so  to  do,  he  would  not  be  understood 
to  accede  to  the  v^-hole  of  the  saying  he  al- 
luded to.  There  might  be  many  evil  debtors, 
but  that  could  only  be  assumed,  while  the 
cruelty  of  creditors  was  proved  by  many  re- 
cord •.  It  was  proved  by  the  Report  of  tlic 
Society  for  the  relief  i.'i  persons  confined  foi 
small  debts,  from  whieli  it  apneared,  that 
in  the  year  ending  the  ist  of  March  1802, 
they  liberated  1125  persons,  who  were  con- 
fined for  debcs,  on  an  average  not  exceeding 
a/.  7J.  zd.  per  head  ;  and  these  poor  prisoners 
had  500  wives  and  1400  children.  On  tl-.e 
feelings  and  justice  of  such  creditors,  he 
thought  a  comment  v.'ould  be  superfiucus. 
He  cited  the  case  to  skew  the  pres^:ing  neces- 
sity for  legislative  interposition.  The  Noble 
L'-rn  stated  the  bill  he  held  in  his  :::ind  to  be 
merely  a  transcript  of  the  last  bill  wJ-ich  tlic 
Houve  had  adopted  ;  but  that  in  the  commit- 
tee he  meant  to  propo'-.e  a  clause  which  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  any  further  insolvent 
bills,  for  tbe  object   of  it  would  be  to  jive  a 


pov/er  to  co'^fined  -debtors  to  appeal  to  th 
magistrates  at  quarter  sessions,  and  that,  if 
those  magistrates  see  cause,  they  should  be 
invested  with  a.\  authority  to  refer  the  case  to 
a  jury,  whose  decision  should  be  final,  either 
to  liberate  the  prisoner,  ci:,  if  found  to  be 
fraudulent  in  his  views,  to  recommit  him  to 
prison,  as  a  punishment,  for  such  time  as 
should  seem  proper.  It  was  also  a  part  of 
his  plan,  tl;at  the  creditors,  en  a  similar  ap- 
peal, should  be  able  to  obtain  from  debtors- 
who  may  be  disposed  to  prefer  a  prison  to  a 
fair  settlement,  a  full  account  and  surrender 
of  their  eilects.  These  were  the  prominent 
features  of  the  clause  he  should  submit ;  pro- 
viding also  that  the  magistrates  should,  in  all 
cases  where  they  sav%-  proof  of  fraud  in  an 
appealing  debtor,  be  at  liberty  to  remand  him 
to  prison  i^or  another  year,  if  they  thought 
necessary.  The  Noble  Lord  concluded  with 
saying,  that  his  wish  was,  that  the  bill  shou'4 
be  now  com.mitted,  that  the  clause  he  described 
should  be  inserted,  the  bill  printed,  and  that 
the  discussion  should  take  ■  place  on  a  re- 
cum.mittal  on  Thursday  next. 

Lord  Ellknborough  defended  the  systeni 
of  arrest  which  had  so  long  existed,  as  ne- 
cessary to  maintain  that  credit  which  was  the 
life  and  son!  of  the  country,  and  he  therefore 
opposed  the  Noble  Lord's  project.     Witli  re- 

I  spect  to  the  Noble  Lord's  allusion  to  the  iico 

j  prisoners  released  by  the  Society  for  relieving 
peisons  cor.fuied  for  small  debts,  he  observed, 
thit  their  connnemjent  was  necessary  to  main- 
tain that  credit  upwn  which  so  many  thousands 
of  the  poor  subsisted ;  and  if  these  eleven 
hundred  persons  were  not  confined,  perhaps 
eleven  millions  would  have  starved.  As  to 
the  general  operation  of  the  insolvent  bill,  he 
could  stale  that  persons  were  in  the  habit  of 
rushing  into  the  prisons  the  moment  such  bills 
were  announced,  in  ord':'r  to  avail  themselves 
of  th's  indulgence.     He  believed,  in  fact,  that 

I  the  prisoners  really  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
such  acts  v.cre  very  few  ;  and  he  was  certsiu 
the'.^e   few   vrould,    when    their  ca?e   v.-as    ex- 

!  plained,  nut    !ail  of  success   in   an   appeal   to 

i  iheii  creditors. 

j      The  Loud  Chancellor  followed   on  tlie 

I  same  side,  and  asserted,  that  among  the  most 

I  prominent   fealni'es  in  the  British  character, 

I  was  tlie  hurr.anity  of  an  English  creditor;  and 

j  this  he  iiad  an  opportimity  of  knowing,  from 

I  his  ov.-n   experience  in  the  administration  of 

the  bankrupt  Ir.ws.     lie  had  therefore  no  fear 

that  persecution   would  be  practised  on   thc 

debtor  whose  inability  was  not  attributed  to 

want  of  ju-inciple   or  industry.     With  regard 

to  the  insolvent  debtors'  bills  generally,  they 

were  to  be  considered  with   relation  to  thc 

creditors  as  well  as  to  the  debtors,  and  to  the 

public  at  large.     To  creditors  he  considered 

them  unjust,  to  the  public  injurious,  and  to 

even   debtors  inhuman,  for  they  encouraged 
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improvidence.  So  much  was  he  of  that  opi- 
nion, that,  instead  of  apreeir.g  to  the  Noble 
Lord's  propos'tion  to  prevent  arrest  for  any 
sum  under  %ol.  he  would  rather  recommend 
to  allow  it  for  any  sum  over  5/.  as  really  mo:e 
hu-  Tane  and  best  calculated  to  prevent  lit!;j:a- 
tion.  As  to  this  bill  in  particular,  be  under 
stood,  that  from  the  fin;t  time  it  was  men- 
tioned persons  rushed  into  prison,  in  the  bopt 
of  benefiting  by  it,  and  that  every  step  it  had 
gone  through  the  House  the  number  was  in- 
cieased. 

After  an  able  reply  from  Lord  Moira,  the 
motion  for  committal  was  rejected,  v.-ith  only 
one  dissentient  voice,  and  the  bill  of  course 
was  lost. 


[■Negotiation.] — Lord  Pelham  began 
by  adverting  to  a  notice  of  a  motion  from  a 
Noblj  Lqrd,  which  stood  for  Monday,  and 
stated  that  he  had  a  communication  to  make, 
which  would,  he  supposed,  svipersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  that  motion,  though  he  had  to  re- 
gret that  this  commimication  was  not  quite 
conclusive  i;pon  the  subject ;  and  he  had  still 
more  to  regret,  that  it  was  of  a  nature  which 
must  be  more  painful  to  the  feehngs  of  their 
Lordships,  than  all  the  suspense  and  uncer- 
tainty in  which  the  House  and  the  country 
had  been  so  long  but  so  necessarily  placed. 
The  subject  of  this  communication  he  ob- 
served to  be,  with  regard  to  a  circumstance 
particularly  which  bad  taken  place  this  morn- 
ing, and  of  which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
inform  their  Lordships.  The  French  Ambas- 
sador had,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from 
his  court,  applied  for  a  passport,  which  was 
of  course  granted.  He  had  al  o  to  m.ention, 
that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  some  days 
since  sent  directions  to  Lord  Whit  worth,  that 
if  he  should  not  be  able,  within  a  certain  pe- 
riod, to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  point, 
he  should  leave  Paris.  They  had  not,  how- 
ever, yet  received  any  communications  from 
that  Noble  Personage  to  apprize  them  of  the 
event,  whether  he  had  terminated  the  nego- 
tiation, and  actually  left  Pans,  though,  in  his 
opinion,  his  Lordship  was  on  his  journey 
home.  However,  until  Ministers  received  in- 
telligence from  him,  his  Majesty  would  not 
be  enabled  to  communicate  to  the  House  that 
full  and  satisfactory  information  which  he  was 
anxious  to  do,  and  which  was  desirable  and 
iiecessary.  This,  he  had  confident  expecta- 
tion, would  be  laid  before  their  Lordships  on 
Monday  next,  to  which  day  he  should  pro- 
pose an  adjournment.  Undesstanding  that 
som.e  Noble  Lords  objected  to  the  delay,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  observe,  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  impossible  to  make  the  wished- 
for  communication  sooner;  and  he  saw  no 
necessity  that  existed,  nor  any  use  that  could 
arise  from  sitting  to-morrow,  contrary  to  the 
general  t'liGtom, 


Lord  Darnley  could  not  persuade  him, 
self  that  it  would  be  proper  in  him,  from  the 
kind  of  statement  which  the  Noble  Sccretanr 
of  State  had  made,  to  withdraw  the  notice 
he  had  given  of  a  motion  for  Monday  ;  on  the 
"ontrary,  he  thought  it  still  more  necessary. 
However  he  felt  under  the;e  circumstances^ 
he  was  most  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  adjourn  over  til! 
?tfIonday.  In  such  a  state  of  affairs  their 
Lordships  should  continue  at  their  post,  for 
something  might  occur,  even  within  twenty- 
four  hours,  which  would  require  the  assist- 
ance of  their  advice.  The  Noble  Secretary 
had  indeed  promised  a  satisfactory  communi- 
cation on  Monday;  but  he  spoke  not  in  the 
language  of  certainty,  and  he  therefore  ft't 
disinclined  to  abandon  the  motion  he  proposed 
to  bring  forward.  The  system  of  confidence 
in  Ministers  had  been  too  long  followed  up-— - 
this  indulgence  ought  now  at  least  to  termi- 
nate. I'he  mischiefs  of  delay  were  but  too 
obvious ;  and,  among  its  consequences,  the 
late  disgraceful  transaction  at  the  Stock  Ex- 
change was  very  fairly  to  be  classed.  He 
would  not,  therefore,  consent  to  any  tarther 
procrastination,  but  would  on  Monday,  tu!- 
less  the  proposed  communication  should  be 
made  on  that  day,  call  upon  Ministers  for 
their  defence,  and  for  an  explanation  as  to  the 
present  state  of  the  country.  Upon  this  he 
was  determined  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House. 
With  respect  to  the  adjournment,  he  thought 
it  ought  not  to  go  beyond  to-morrow  ;  but  he 
would  leave  it  to  some  Noble  Lord  of  more 
weijfht  to  propose  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Earl  Spencer  was  surprised  that  Ministers 
could  attempt  to  propose  any  adjournment 
beyond  a  single  day,  in  such  a  conjuncture  a-s 
the  pi-escnt.  It  was  to  be  sure  tated,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  Mmisurs  to  give  full 
information  to  the  House  as  to  the  cause  of 
that  conjuncture  before  Monday;  but  that 
was  not  a  reason  why  their  Lordships  should 
not  continue  to  sit,  at  a  time  when  we  might 
perhaps  be  within  an  hour  of  absolute  war, 
when  we  vv'ere  unaware  of  the  amount  of  the 
dangers  which  menaced  the  country,  and  of 
the  provision  made  against  them.  The  House 
would  desert  its  duly,  if  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion it  consented  to  any  longer  adjournrnerit 
than  was  really  necessary.  It  was  rather-,  in 
his  judgment,  incumbent  on  their  Lordships 
to  take  up  the  subject  of  public  affairs  v.ilh 
zeal  and  promptitude,  and  interpose  between 
Ministers  and  the  Crown,  in  order  to  save  the 
country.  It  might  be  said  that  he  was  pre- 
maturely entering  into  the  question,  that  he 
v.-as  making  observations  which  had  a  ten- 
dency to  excite  ill  humour;  but  he  would  not 
be  influenced  by  arguments  drawn  from  such 
sources.  It  v.'ould  be  culpable  any  longer  to 
attend  to  such  remarks.  Too  much  forbear- 
ance had  been   manifested,  and  the  country 
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hcA  reason  to  regret  it.  Tlie  Noble  Lord 
concluded  with  moving,  that  the  word  "  to- 
morrow" should  be  substituted  for  "  Monday 
next." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  professed  his  re- 
gard for  all  those  who  felt  a  warm  solicitude 
for  the  public  interest,  and  paid  a  close  atten- 
tion to  their  public  duties ;  but  he  did  not  see 
that  any  advantage  could  arise  from  the  at- 
tendance which  the  amendment  proposed. 
As  to  the  censures  which  a  Noble  Lord  had 
thought  propet  to  pronounce  on  the  measures 
of  Ministers,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  but 
candid  in  that  Noble  Lord  to  suspend  his  cen- 
sures until  he  should  kn^'A' what  those  mea- 
sures were.  It  was  undor'itedly  desirable 
that  their  Lordships  should,  by  the  faithful 
execution  of  their  duty,  deserve  the  approba- 
tion of  the  country;  but  he  was  certain  their 
attendance  to-morrow  would  not  in  the  least 
degree  tend  to  raise  them  higher  in  the  esti- 
mation of  any  part  of  the  thinking  :;nd  ra- 
tional public.  The  House  could  not  gc  irio 
the  subject  of  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try, imtil  the  communication  should  be  nir.de, 
which  his  Noble  Friend  had  said  it  was  iinpos- 
sible  to  prepare  belbre  Monday,  and  therefore 
he  would  ask,  what  end  it  cculd  answer  to 
meet  to-moiTow  ? 

Lord  Darxlev  could  not  pretend  to  tlie 
accuracy  of  expression  which  distinguished 
the  Noble  and  Le;'rned  Lord  who  spoke  last, 
and  he  was  therefore,  perhaps,  liable  to  be 
misundeibtood.  Ke  could  assure  that  Noble 
Lord  that  he  had  quite  misunderstood  his  sen- 
timents, for  he  iTiLCii^t  not  to  make  any  stric- 
tures on  Ministers  at  present.  He  only  ex- 
pressed the  anxiety  v.diich  he,  in  common 
with  every  Englishman,  must  feel  for  a  com- 
plete and  explicit  statement  as  to  the  present 
situation  and  prospects  of  the  country. 

Lord  Carlisle  remarked  on  the  objections 
made  to  the  amendment  by  the  Noble  and 
Learned  Lord  en  the  woolsack.  His  Noble 
Friend,  when  he  alluded  to  the  protracted 
iiegotiation,  did  not,  he  was  sure,  mean  to 
confine  the  allusion  merely  to  the  seven  weeks 
•which  had  elapsaed  since  the  iiiessage  of  his 
Majesty  was  delivered  to  the  House,  but  to 
the  nineteen  months  negotiation  in  which  Mi- 
3aisters  had  been  engaged  since  the  signing  of 
the  preliminaries  which  succeeded  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  and  Vvhich  had  so  long  kept  the 
country  in  suspense.  This  was  the  first  ob- 
ject of  his  Noble  Fijend's  animadversion.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  their  Lordships 
would  not  rise  higher  in  public  estimation  by 
paying  Ruch  attention  to  the  state  of  afFairs 
at  this  moment,  as  their  nature  urgently  called 
for.  The  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  French  Ambassa- 
dor  had  -.ppli^x!  i'or  a  pa"'>porL,  and  was  about 
to  have  L:  gland;  and  t:;at  Lord  Whitwoith 


was  instructed  to  leave  Paris,  and  hi  that  No- 
ble Lord's  opinion  he  had  actually  left  it. 
If  so,  was  not  that,  he  would  ask,  a  state  of 
war,  and  could  the  House  then  agree  to  one 
hour's  unnecessary  adjournment  ?  The  public 
mind  was  in  a  state  of  inexpressible  anxiety, 
and  their  Lordships  should  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  allay  it.  According  to  the  re- 
port without  doors,  he  would  not  say  that  it 
came  from  Ministers,  but  he  understood  it  to 
prevail  among  intelligent  persons,  a  messen- 
ger was  hour'y  expected  from  France,  with 
intelligence  from  our  Ambassador.  If  so, 
vvhy  postpone  the  sath- faction  of  the  public 
mind  to  Monday  next?  Cui-iosity  nugiit  to  be 
gratified  as  soon  as  possible.  Ministers  ought 
to  have  felt  it,  and  the  proposition  for  a  short 
adjournment  ought  to  have  come  from  them- 
selves. However,  he  trusted  the  House  would 
fully  c.-msidcr  their  duty,  and  adopt  the  motioa 
of  liis  Noble  Friend. 


HOUSE     OF    COM>IONS. 

Fiidpv,  Maj  6. —  (See  Minutes,  p.  8ii.) 

[The  NrGOTiATiON.]  —  The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  ExcHEQjJER  rose. — Before,  said 
he,  I  m.ake  the  usual  motion,  that  the  House, 
on  its  rising  this  day,  do  adjourn  till  Mon- 
day next,  I  think  it  proper  to  say,  that  I 
expect  to  have  a  command  from  his  Majesty, 
to  make  a  communication  to  the  House  ou 
tliat  day  i-especting  the  issue  of  the  discussion 
betv.'een  the  two  governments,  together  with 
an  intimation  that  all  the  papers  and  docu- 
ments connected  with  that  important  subject 
shall  ak'o  he  very  speedily  subm.itted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  Even  ur.der  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  House  and  the 
country  stand  at  the  present  moment,  I  feel 
anxious  to  infoiTA  the  House,  that  the  French 
Ambassadcr  has  this  mr-'niing  applied  for  pass- 
ports, for  the  purpose  of  availing  himself  im- 
mediately of  them  as  soon  as  he  should  learn 
that  Lcrt-d  Wliitworth  had  quitted  Paris,  which 
he  had  reason  to  suppose  had  already  been 
the  case.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Lord  Whit- 
worth  was  instructed  to  leave  Paris  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  if  he  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  a 
satisfactoiy  answer  to  the  point  upon  which 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  pressed  for  a  final 
decision.  No  accounts  have  yet  been  received 
that  this  answer  has  been  given,  and  therefore 
it  is  probable,  indeed  more  than  probable, 
that  before  this  time  Lord  "vVhitworth  had  left 
Paris.  I  tinist  the  House  will  feel  the  propriety 
of  my  not  entering  into  any  further  explana- 
tion on  the  present  occasion,  and  of  agi-eeing 
to  the  motion,  that  the  House,  on  its  rising, 
adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Fox  Vv'ould  trouble  the  House  but  with 
very  few  words.  The  House  must  feel  that 
the  present  v/as  a  most  critical  and  awfr.l  n^c- 
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ment :  and  it"  things  were  brought  to  this  me- 
lancholy state,  he  could  not  help  saying  that 
the  House  should  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  obtaining  information  respecting  it. 
Any  delay  might  be  of  the  most  serious  in- 
convenience;  and  if  it  was  possible  that  any 
further  communication  could  be  made  to- 
morrow, the  HouFC  should  hold  itself  in  rea- 
diness to  receive  it.  If  the  House  did  not 
meet  to-morrow,  two  days  must  elapse  before 
they  could  receive  any  aduitional  light  on  the 
present  uncertain  posture  of  affairs.  There 
was  nothing  decisive  in  what  the  Rt.  Hon. 
(knt.  had  said :  on  the  cont^-ary,  the  House 
were  left  in  a  still  more  painful  suspense.  The 
sooner  the  matter  was  brought  under  consi- 
deration the  better ;  for  the  discussion  that 
would  take  place  uipon  it  might  prove  of  the 
most  material  importance.  Not  a  moment 
•should  therefore  be  lost  in  taking  tlie  opinion 
of  the  House  upon  it. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  did  not  think  thai  any 
ofiicial  and  regular  communication  could  be 
made  to  the  House  without  the  knov.-ledge 
that  Lord  Whitworth  had  actually  left  Par's. 
It  was  uncertain  whether  that  could  be  known 
early  enough  to  make  any  communication  re- 
specting it  to  the  House :  he  Vv'as  also  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  v.'hat  inconvenience  could 
possibly  arise  from  so  short  a  delay.  It  had 
already  been  intimated  to  the  House  by  his 
Rt.  Hon.  Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  tlie' Ex- 
chequer), that  a  message  v.'auld  be  brought 
down  from  his  Majesty  on  Monday,  and  that 
his  Majesty  would  order  the  difFerent  papers 
and  documents  relative  to  the  negotiation  to 
be  laid  before  the  House  for  their  considera- 
tion. These  documents  wou.i'l  enable  the 
House  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  the  conduct  which  Ministers  had 
pursued  during  the  important  and  arduous 
discussion  in  vv'hich  they  have  been  engr.ged  ; 
but  before  these  papers  were  duly  before  the 
House,  and  before  they  were  possessed  of  the 
information  to  be  gathered  from  them,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  House  to  see  the  question 
in  a  full  and  fair  light,  and  consequently  they 
must  be  unable  to  com.e  to  any  thing  like  a 
determination  respecting  it.  Surely  so  short 
a  delay,  under  such  circumstances,  could  not 
be  productive  of  any  bad  effect,  more  espe- 
cially as  Ministers  were  ready  to  assure  the 
House  that  they  should  not  lose  a  moment  in 
advising  his  Majesty  to  order  every  possible 
information  to  be  laid  before  them  that  could 
afford  the  fullest  explanation  of  the  actual  state 
of  the  difference  between  ''  two  countries. 
Before  that  information  w;  "  the  House, 

any   discussion   of  the  o  .       t,  in  his 

mind,  be  unsatisfactory  a.       -     ■..'•.;■';. 

Mr.  Grey. — The  p'                               --i- 
ccive  to  be  one  wh;- 
altogcther   and   imp" 
recommended    by    ?  .       


The   present    is    a  moment  of  such   serious 
diflicuity  and  danger,  that  the  House  should 
iudge  and  decide  for  themselves ;  and  I  trust 
that   the  House  will   not  agree   to   postpone 
their  sitting  till  Monday,  but  that  they  will 
determine  to  meet  to-morrow.     The  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent.  (Mr.  Addington)  says,  that  he  has  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  Lord  Whitv/crlh  is  on 
his  return.     Indeed,  I  cannot  pretend  to  know 
ofTicially  on  what  particular  day'  Lord  Vv'hit- 
worLh  had  orders  to  leave  Paris ;  he  did  not 
receive  the  final  ansv\rer  vv-hich  Ministers  seem 
to  have  expected:  but  if  any  attention  Vv-as  to 
be  paid  to  the  rumours  that  were  afloat,  it 
was   neither  impossible   nor  improbable  that 
hisi  Lordship  might  arrive  in  the  course  of  this 
day,  or  early  to-morrow.     Most  undoubtedly 
Ministers,  in  conipliance  with   their  duty,  in 
compliance   with   the   anxious   desire    of  the 
House  and  of  the  country,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  severe  and  heavy  responsibility  they 
had  incurred' — a  responsibility  heavier   th,m 
ever  hung  upon   the  shoulders  of  any  former 
Administration,  should  seize  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  relieve  the  House  from  its  pre- 
sent anxiety,  and  not  let  a  day  or  an  hour  pa:^i 
in  making  that  communication  which  has  been 
so  impaiiently  expected,  and  so  long  delayed. 
The  advice  v/hich  the  House  might  give  hiiJ 
Majesty  on  so  trying  an  occasion  niight,  un- 
der the' present  circumstances,  be  of  the  most 
important  consequence,  and  such  indeed  as 
might  rescue  the'country  from  the  dilTicultiei' 
and  dangers  to  which  it  was  now    exposed. 
The  cWav  of  an  hour  might  therefore  be  of 
incalculable  disadvantage.    When  the  commu- 
nication was  made,  a  day  would  be  appointed 
for  examining  and  discussing  the  conduct  of 
Ministers,  and  that  conduct  must,  no  doubt, 
be  broVight  to  a  strict  inquiry  and  examina- 
tion.    But  if  the  House  decided  to  meet  to- 
morrow, that  discussion  might  be  entered  into 
two  days   sooner  than  otherwise   it   can   be. 
1  Ti:e  Noble  Lord  (Lord  Hawkesbury)  objects, 
however,  to  its  being  brought  forward  until 
all  the  papers  respecting  the  negotiation  were 
ready  to  be  laid  upon  the  table.     Was  it  pos- 
sible'then,  that,  after  all  that  has  been  said. 
Ministers  could  be  so  remiss  as  not  to  have 
prepared   every  possible  document  that   can 
tend  to  explain  and  justify  their  conduct — a 
conduct  which  to  every  observer  must  aj)pear 
so  mysterious  and  unaccountable  ?    That  they 
were  so  prepared  I  cannot  permit  myself  to 
doubt.     Under  that  conviction,  and  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country,   I  am 
almost  confident  the  House  will  not  agree  to 
the  proposed  adjournment ;  for  when  the  pro- 
mised  information  is  laid  before  the  House, 
some  time  m.ust  elapse  before  it  can  be  print- 
ed, and  before  the  dhxussion  can  be  fully  en- 
tered into.     The  least  delay  should  not  there- 
fore   be    admitted;    and    with   that  viev/    he 
should    move    an    amendment,    "  That    the 
"  House   do  adjourn  till  to-morrow,  inae-ai 
of  Monday." 
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Mr.  Ganxing  was  anxious  to  distinguish 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  should  vote  for 
the  earlier  day.  He  could  not  agree  with  t!ie 
Hon.  Gent,  who  moved  the  amendment,  that 
Ministers  could  be  prepared  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  full  information  thai  was  expected 
from  them  ;  at  least  he  had  no  expectation  of 
receiving  any  such  information  to-morrow ; 
but  he  still  was  anxious  that  the  House  should 
meet  to-morrow,  even  though  they  should 
only  meet  to  adjourn  again ;  because,  at  a 
moment  of  nuch  unprecederited  ahirm  to  the 
country,  the  House  should  not  be  absent  for 
a  moment  from  their  post.  Both  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  and  the  Noble  Lord  have  acknowledged 
that  they  cannot  as  yet  make  a  hnal  commu- 
nication to  the  House,  though  they  may  be 
able  to  give  some  additional  inform.ation  to- 
morrow to  what  they  have  given  this  day. 
From  what  they  have  said  this  day,  the  House 
might  conclude  that  Lord  Whitworth  has  al- 
ready left  Paris;  but  certain  information  is 
yet  to  be  obtained  respecting  that  event ;  but 
this  information  may  be  had  to-morrow,  and 
It  will  make  that  certain  which  is  now  only  a 
strong  conjecture,  and  a  conclusive  probabi- 
lity. Vv'as  any  man  prepared  to  say,  that  after 
what  has  passed  within  these  two  days,  the 
earliest  possible  information  was  not  necessary? 
j^y^  cry  of  Hear!  hear! \ — But  it  might  be  said, 
there  were  other  modes  of  making  the  com- 
munication, should  any  accounts  arrive  to  give 
room  to  one.  To  this  he  should  only  reply, 
that  if  any  one  knew  a  more  constitutional 
mode  of  conveying  such  information  to  the 
country  than  through  Parliament,  he  wished 
that  mode  might  be  pointed  out  to  the  House. 
i^  to  the  doubtful  intelligence  now  given  to 
the  House,  one  single  atom  more  of  certain 
informavion  could  be  added  within  twenty- 
four  hours,  he  could  not  see  with  what  con- 
sistency those  who  have  all  along  expressed 
such  anxiety  for  information  could  vote  for 
taking  away  from  the  House  the  opportunity 
of  receiving  it.  On  this  ground  it  was  thnt 
he  wished  the  House  not  to  adjourn  beyond 
to-morrow.  He  Vv-as  not  eager  for  any  hasty 
discussion,  nor  vv-ouid  the  meeting  to-morrov/ 
tend  in  the  least  to  precipitate  the  expected 
discussion.  Eat  surely  the  House  should 
shev/  the  country  that  they  sympathized  with 
the  feelings  e>f  the  country,  and  they  would 
r.ot  be  thinking  of  giving  themselves  a  holiday, 
while  all  around  was  confusion,  anxiety,  agi- 
tatior:,  and  dismay. 

The  Secretary  at  War  did  not  imagine 
that  it  was  possible  to  afford  any  more  inform- 
ation to-morrow  than  was  ccmmuuicatcd  to 
the  House  this  day.  He  hoped  the  Houre 
would  consider  hov/  derogato'/y  it  would  be 
from  their  dignity  to  continue  sitting  on  a  day 
not  usually  employed  in  business,  merely  be- 
cause the  French  Amba  s.:dor  had  thought 
proper  to  apply  for  passports,  especially  when 
tliere    was   no   probability   of   obtaining   any 


more  distinct  information  than  what  liad  al* 
ready  been  submitted  to  them.  Were  it  pro- 
bable that  any  practical  advantage  could  be 
derived  from  sitting  to-morrow,  he  was  ready 
to  admit  tlie  propriety  of  so  doing  ;  but  when 
there  was  no  such  probability,  he  m.ust  again 
repeat  that  it  would  be  beneath  the  dignity  of 
the  House  to  sit  waiting  in  momentary  ex- 
pectation of  some  accounts  from  ihe  Fiench 
government,  and  that  merely  because  the 
French  Ambassador  had  applied  for  passpoits. 
Lord  Whitw  rth  most  likely  may  have  left 
Paris  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  last;  but  it 
should  be  recollected  that  he  travelled  with  a 
numerous  retinue,  and  consequently  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  he  could  arrive  sooner 
than  to-morrow  evening,  or  at  an  hour  too 
late  for  any  comm.unication  to  be  brought 
down  on  that  day:  even  should  the  Hou  e 
m.eet  to  morrow,  it  would  be  impossible  tor 
them  to  enter  a  mohient  eat lier  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question,  than  at  the  time  to 
which  it  was  intended  to  defer  it ;  for  it  could 
not  be  fairly  discussed  until  the  House  were 
in  possession  of  all  the  papers  connected  with 
it.  When  they  were  before  the  House,  then 
would  be  the  timiC  to  enter  coolly  and  delibe- 
rately into  the  discussion,  and  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  the  wisdom  and  gravity  of  Parlia- 
ment. If  the  House  met  to-morrow,  it  was 
likely  that  something  might  be  started  which 
would  give  rise  to  a  discussion  th.at  might  be 
attended  with  the  worst  consequences  both 
here  and  abroad  :  on  that  ground  principally 
he  ihould  resist  the  motion, 

Mr.  Canning,  in  explanation,  said,  that  he 
did  not  look  for  any  papers  being  presented 
to-morrow.  All  he  insisted  on  was,  that  if 
the  fact  that  Lord  Whitworth  was  actually 
arrived  could  be  ascertained  to  the  House,  it 
was  th.cir  duty  to  be  at  their  post  to  receive 
the  intelligence. 

Mr.  Lascf.lles  and  Mr.  Whitbread  rose 
at  the  same  time.  There  was  a  general  cry 
to  hear  Mi".  Lascelles,  but  the  Speaker  called  to 

j\Ir.  W'hitdread,  who  gave  it  as  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  House  would  but  ill  consult 
their  dignity  if  they  were  not  to  be  found  at 
their  post,  waiting  to  see  in  what  state  the 
country  was  really  placed,  and  how  it  could 
best  be  extricated  from  its  present  difficulties. 
He  therefore  differed  widely  from  tlie  Hon. 
Secretary  at  War,  for  not  a  moment  shoukt 
be  lost  in  inquiring  into  the  present  posture  of 
affairs — it  was  truly  alarming. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  May  ^. — fSee  Minutes,  p.  Zii.) 

[NiGOTiATicw.] — Lord  Pelham  observ- 
ed;  th..l  iikdcr  the  particular  circumstances  of 
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the  case,  he  !iad  a  communication  to  maki  to 
their  Lordships  relativvj  to  the  iicg-jtiation 
with  the  government  of  France.  Tie  alii.dcd 
to  the  notice  recently  given  by  a  Noble  Earl, 
that  he  should  on  thac  day  bring  forward  a 
motion  respecting  the  subject,  if  no  commu- 
nication were  made.  Motives  of  respect  to 
that  Noble  Lord,  as  well  as  to  the  House  in 
j^eneral,  induced  him  to  come  forward,  and 
state  what  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers,  as  having  taken  place 
since  the  period  he  had  last  mentioned  the 
subject  to  tiieir  Lordships.  He  reminded  the 
House,  that  he  had  stated  on  a  former  even- 
ing, that  on  Friday  morning  the  French  Am- 
bassador had  applied  ibr  passports;  and  he 
had  farther  apprized  the  House,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador  had  orders  to  quit  Paris 
on  a  certain  day,  in  case  the  matter  in  discus- 
sion were  not  likely  to  be  brought  to  a  favour- 
able issue.  He  had  now  to  state,  that  cir- 
cumstances, however,  had  since  occurred, 
which  had  induced  a  delay  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris ;  but  this  cir- 
cumstance was  not  attended  with  any  other 
changes  than  the  necessary  delay  which  arose 
from  the  proceeding.  However,  he  enter- 
tained a  confidential  hope  that  he  should,  in 
a  short  time,  be  able  to  come  down  with  a 
regular  communication  upon  the  subject  to  the 
House. 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  could  not  avoid  ex- 
pressing his  sense  of  the  degree  of  candour 
with  v/hich  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  had 
conducted  himself  on  the  present   occasion. 
As   circumstances  stood,   he  felt  himself  in- 
clined,  with  a  reference  to  what  had  fallen 
from  Ministers,  and  considering  what  was  due 
to  decorum  on  such  aa  occasion,  to  decline 
giving  their  Lordships  any  further  trouble  at 
present,  than  merely  to  state  his  understand- 
ing, that  it  wa^  tiie  intention  of  Ministers  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing  this 
long-protracted  negotiation  to  a  speedy  issue. 
However,  while  he  was  on  his  legs,  he  should 
take  the  opportunity,  with  the  permission  of 
their  Lordships,  to  state  the  grounds  of  his 
projected  morion.   In  framing  that  proposition, 
he  had  no  idea  of  attempting  to  criminate  his 
Majesty's  Ministers,  on  account  of  any  thing 
•  which  hitherto  appeared  in  their  conduct ;  but 
he,  in  common  with  all  their  Lordships,  and 
'  V\-ith  the  country  at  large,  felt  that  it  was  de- 
sirable and  proper,  that  such  a  long  and  pro- 
tracted negotiation  should  be  brought   to   a 
point :  his  wish,  however,  was  not  to  do  any 
thing  that  rniglit  embarrass  Ministers.     At  the 
same  time,  he  might  be  permitted  to  doubt 
whether  any  good  could  possibly  arise  from 
such  procrastinated  delay;  and  on  these  gene- 
ral grounds  it  was  that  he  intended  to  come 
forward.     Having  said   so  much,    he  wished 
farther  to  premise,  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
should  feel  it  incumbent  on  him,  if  it  should 
appear  contrary  to  every  expectation  held  out 
VOL.HL 


that  night,  arid  contraiy  to  his  own  feelings 
as  to  what  should  be  the  right  line  cf  conduct 
that  Ministers  should  think  fit  again  to  enter 
into  a  protracted  negotiation,  and  (so  vvc  un- 
derstood the  Nt'ble  Earl)  again  to  express 
themselves  in  terms  of  uncertainty,  to  corne 
forward  and  again  trouble  their  Lordships  0:1 
the  subject,  and  with  a  detailed  statement  of 
his  reasons  in  favour  of  an  address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, expressive  of  what  he  thought  should 
be  the  sense  of  tne  House  in  such  circum- 
stances, and  urging  an  inquiry  into  the  causes 
of  a  delay,  which  he  was  convinced  muse  be 
injurious  to  the  real  interests  of  the  country. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  order  which 
was  made  respecting  his  intended  motion  of 
to-day  be  discharged. 

Earl  Spencer  begged  leave  to  take  the  op- 
portunity to  offer  a  few  observations  upon  the 
subject  under  their  Lordships'  consideration. 
He  perfectly  coincided  with  the  Noble  Earl 
who"  had  just  sat  down,  in  the  propriety  of 
his  waving  his  proposed  motion  under  the 
present  circumstances.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that,  after  the  communication  of  this  day,  it 
would  be  highly  unadvisable  to  make  a  motion 
of  that  kind:  when  the  obvious  situation  of 
the  country  was  considered,  it  could  not  sa- 
tisfactorily be  discussed.  The  real  grounds 
on  which  he  thought  the  House  v/ould  con- 
sent to  a  farther  delay  were,  in  his  view  of 
the  alFair,  neither  more  nor  less  than  these : 
all  v/ho  thought  they  saw  reason,  from  what 
they  knew,  to  approve  of  the  conduct  of  Mi- 
nisters, would  of  course  agree  to  the  propo- 
sition ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  others,  and 
those  with  whom  he  joined  in  opinion,  were 
averse  from  takin.g  any  steps  v»-hieh  might  em- 
bairasshis  Majesty's  Ministers,  who  v^-ere  al- 
ready in  a  situation  of  great  difficulty.  Hov;- 
ever,  in  other  points  of  view,  these  who  acted 
on  the  principle  he  had  latterly  alluded  to, 
might  think  it  proper,  and  in  other  circum- 
stances would  feel  themselves  called  upon,  to 
urge  repeatedly  for  the  necessary  information 
on  the  real  state  of  the  country.  With  re- 
spect to  the  line  of  proceeding  that  day  adopt- 
ed by  the  Noble  Esrl,  he  repeated  it  was,  in 
his  mind,  judiciously  conceived;  but  he  could 
not  help  observing,  th.at,  by  whi,t  transpired 
that  day,  it  appeared  that  unforeseen  circum- 
stances, as  alluded  to  by  a  Noble  Friend  of 
his,  had  actually  happened,  which  it  was  pro- 
per the  public  should  be  informed  of,  and,  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  through  the  medium 
of  Parliament,  the  more  especially  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  those  doubts  to  yvhich 
uncertain  reports  must  necessarily  give  rise. 


HOUSE    O?    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  12.— (See  Minutes,  p.  812.) 
[Bill  of  indemnity. ]--The  Attorney 
General  suid,  that  the  papers  upon  which 
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he  should  ground  his  motion  having  been  laid 
betore  the   House,    Gent,  were   of   course  in 
possession  ot  ilie  subject :    his  ii;tention  was  to 
move  for  a  bill  of  indemnity  tor  all  the  per- 
sons who  issued,   or  wlio  r  irricd  into  execu- 
tion, the  orders  for  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion ot  military  stores,  and  for  permitting  the 
exportation  of  a  certain  quantity  of  seed  corn 
.to  Nor\vay.     As  these  two  orders  depended 
upon    circumstances    that    were    distinct,    he 
vould   take  them  separately;   and  first,  with 
regard  to  the  permission  to  export  a  certain 
quantity  of  seed  corn  to  Norway.     Represent- 
ations  h.iving  been  made   by    the  Danish  go- 
vernment, stating  the  great  distress  that  was 
experienced  in  Norway  in  consequence  of  tlie 
failure  of  tlie  harvest  last  season,  and  asking 
for  permission  to  export  5000  quarters  of  bar- 
ley and  oats  from  this  country  into  Norway,  as 
seed   corn,  the   Secretary  of  State  ccnnmuni- 
cated  that  request  to  the   Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  urged  tlic  importance  of  the  object, 
and  t!ic  advanced  season  of  the  year.     That 
such  a  request  ought  to  be  complied  with   he 
did  not  suppose  wohW  be  for  a  moment  doubt- 
ed,  when   the  nature  of  the  application  was 
considered,    and   the   quarter   from   which   it 
came.     The  application  was  made  by  a  neigli- 
bouring  nation,  in  amity  and  friendbhip  with 
this  country,  and  it  was  only  for  a  small  quan- 
tity of  seed  corn   to  rescue   Norway  from  the 
danger  of  a   famine.     lie  should   do  injustice 
to  the  House  if  Jie  took   up  their  time  in  ar- 
guing such  a  point.     Tlie  propriety  of  grant- 
ing this  request  was  not  only  clear  upon  the 
principles    of   liberality,    ch:irity,    and    good 
neighbourhood,  but  even  the  most  narrow  and 
contracted  mind  must  be  sensible  of  the  expe- 
diency   of    complying   with    it;    because    tliis 
country  was  interested  in  the  produce  of  the 
harvest  of  neighboiirin<^  countries;  because, 
:f  their  harvests  failed,  tJiey  must  be  supplied 
iiom  those  sources  from  which  \\e  derived  our 
own  importation.    1  hese  considerations  would 
induce  Governnient   at   any   time  to    comply 
with  such  a  request;   but  this  application  was 
made  at   a  time  when  there  was  notliing  con- 
nected with   our  own  markets,  which  'would 
justify  a  refusal.     The  application  was  made 
on  the  24th  of  March  :   all  tliat  time  the  order 
of  Council  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
corn  was  near  its  expiration,  and  Government 
were  actually  considering  whether  tliat  order 
ihould  be   renewed   or  not.     Urgent  applica- 
tions were  made  by  the  trade  against  the  re- 
newal of  the  order;  but  it  v\  as 'renewed  upon 
other  considerations  besides  those  which    re- 
lated to  the  state  of  our  markets.    Under  these 
iiircumstances,    an    order    was  issued   by   tiie 
Lords  ot  tjie  Treasury  to  permit  the  exporta- 
tion of  the  5000  quarters.     It  was  at  first  in- 
tended   that   the    whole   should    be    exported 
irom  Scotland,  but  it  was  afterwards  thought 
expedient  that  a    part   should   be    sent    from 
England.     With  respect  to  the  other  order, 
that  depended  noon  other  circum>tances. --but 
upui.-  cucuiustwicci  that  made  it,  if  possible, 


more  clearly  justifiable   than   the  other.— A 
Noble  Lord  had  given  notice  yesterday,  thut 
he  should  this  day  move  for  certain  papers  re- 
specting the  prohibition   with  legard  to  naval 
stores.    (Lord  Temple  said  across  the  House, 
that  was  not  the  notice  he   had  given.)     The 
Attorney  General  said- he  had  then  misunder- 
stood the  Noble  Lord.     1  he  House,  lie  pre- 
sumed, were  aware  how  the  law  stood  with 
regard  to  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  naval  and  military  stores. 
Thatpo»er,  to  a  certain  extent,  was  granted 
to  the  Crown  by  an  act  of  Charles  IL  and  had 
been  extended   to   different  articles  of  naval 
stores  by  other   acts,  particularly  the  acts  of 
jgth   Geo.   IL   and   33d    Geo.  III.  therefore 
there  was  no  question  that  Government  liad 
the  power   of  preventing  the   cxj'ortation  of 
those   articles.      Under    these  circumstances, 
information  was  received  that  a  considerable 
quantity  of  stores   was   on  the  point  of  being 
exported  to  Holland  and  P'rance  ;  that  inform- 
ation being   received,    he   apprehended  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  proper  to 
prevent  it:   but  as  it  was  a  subject  of  great 
urgency,  it  was  necessary  that  no  time  should 
be    lost;    a  letter  was  therefore  immediately 
written  to  t!ie  Board  of  Customs  for  that  pur- 
I  pose.     On   the  6th  of  April  an  order  was  is- 
!  sued  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  gunpow- 
j  der,  saltpetie,  arms,  and  amnumition,  found- 
I  cd  upon  the  29th  Geo.  II.  and   not  upon  the 
33d  Geo.  III.  and  therefore  it  did  not  extend 
to  naval  stores.     Thi»  omission  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  an  inadvertence.     They  were  af- 
terwards  informed    that   ati   unusually    large 
quantity  of  lignum  Tit?e  was  ordered  for  ex- 
portation, v>liich  was  also  prevented.     Under 
all  tJiese  circumstances,  he  must  admit,  that 
in    point   of  form  neither   of  these   measure* 
were  strictly  legal;   but  he  really  could   not 
bring  his  mind  to  believe  that  any  body  could 
find  fault  with  the  conduct  of   Governmeot 
upon   this    occasion.     The   only  point   upon 
which  any  objection  could  be  made  was,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  had   not  hccn  imme- 
diately   acquainted     with    it :     this    certainly 
should  be  explain^ed.     1  he  necessity  of  an  im- 
mediate  coniinunication    to   Fatliument   must 
be  measuied  by  the  importance  of  the  subject. 
If  it  was  a  case  of  great  doubt,  it  was  a  stronger 
reason  for  an  immediate  courjniuiication.     It 
was   tliought    exped'ent    that    both    measures 
should  be  communicated  to  the  House  .it  the 
?ame  time  ;  and  Government  were  of  opinior:i 
that,    under    the    existing    circumstances,    it 
would  be  better  not  to  make  a  comnumicatiori 
which  might  appear  to  be  of  an  hostile  nature. 
Upon    these   grounds,    he    hoped    the    llouie 
would  give  him  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  which 
he  then  moved  for. 

Mr.  Coke  (of  Norfolk)  said,  he  attributed 
this  measure  to  the  motion  he  made  some  time 
ago  for  jiapers  relative  to  the  exportation  of 
grain.  He  did  not  find  fault  with  Ministers 
for  permitting  the  exportation  of  ^ope  quiiS' 
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tcrs,  he  was  only  surprised  that  the  permission 
to  export  was  not  made  general.  It  they  had 
done  so,  they  would  Ikivc  been  entitled  to  the 
thanks  ot  the  country.  He  understood  that 
permission  had  been  given  to  particular  per- 
sons to  export  this  grain:  this  he  considered 
as  being  done  witJi  a  view  to  influence,  for  he 
understood  that  rhe  permission  was  given  to 
persons  who  were  Members  of  that  House. 
Last  year  there  was  permission  given  to  re- 
export some  damaged  corn,  which  was  actually 
sent  to  Barcelona.  If  ever  there  was  a  Mi- 
nister who  ought  to  have  granted  general  per- 
mission for  the  exportation  of  grain,  it  was  tiie 
present  Minister,  on  account  of  the  enormous 
duty  he  last  year  laid  upon  malt ;  but  he  was 
not  astonished  at  it,  because  no  Minister,  in 
liis  remembrance,  had  ever  attended  to  the 
landed  interest. 

Lord  Temple  said,  he  did  no  object  to 
this  motion  :  he  did  not  think  Ministers  were 
wrong  in  preventing  the  o^portation  of  naval 
stores  ;  but  he  wished  to  know  wliether  there 
was  any  order  in  existence  before  against  the 
exportation  of  military  and  naval  stores. 

The  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  siid, 
there  was  no  order  in  existence  before  the  one 
alluded  to  of  the  6th  of  April.     That  order 
was  intended  to  extend  to  naval  stores,  but  it 
was  omitted  by  inadvertence.     On  the  31st  of 
March  a  letter  was  received  by   Mr.   Vansit- 
tart  from  the  Custom-house,  stating  that  in- 
quiries had  been  made  by  persons  connected 
with  houses  on  the  continent,   to  know  whe- 
ther there  was  any  order  in  force  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  saltpetre.     It  was  impossi. 
ble  to  hold  a  Council  the  next  day;  but  he 
consulted  with   some  of  his   Majesty's  confi- 
dential servants,  and  they  were  unanimously 
of  opinion,   that   the  exportation  of  saltpetre 
should  be  prevented,  till  the  authority  of  the 
King  in  Council  could  be  had.    This  certainly 
was  not  an  order  of  Council,  biu  an  order  was 
issued  on  tlie  6th  of  April,  which,  from  the 
inadvertence   lie  had   mentioned,  did  not  in- 
elude  naval  stores.     It  was  not  thought  expe- 
dient to  abstain  from  promulgating  that  order 
at  that  time,  but  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Coke) 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  was  his  mo- 
tion  that  had  induced   Ministers  to  apply  for 
this  measure,  though  he  certainly  had  in  some 
degree  accelerated  it.     But  he  wished  to  state 
generally,  that  similar  considerations  of  po- 
licy that  led   to  the  prohibition  of  the  export- 
ation of  naval  and   military  stores,  occasioned 
the  renewing  of  the  order  of  Council  to  pre- 
vent  tlie   exjiortation   of   grain.      He   agreed 
with  the  Hon.    Gent.   (Mr.   Coke),  that  no- 
tliing  but  strpng  reasons  would   have  justified 
the   prohibition  pf   fjie  ejjporiation   of  grain 
under  the  present  state  of  the  markets;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  if  it  had  not  been  fur  the  cir- 
ciunstances  to  which  he  had  alluded,  thepro- 
Jiihition  would  not  have  been  renewed;  but 
Jie  wished  to  observe,  that  it  was  renewed  for 


the  unusually  short  space  of  one  month.  As 
to  what  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  said  about  tiic  se- 
lection of  persons  to  export  this  grain,  he 
could  assure  tlie  House  he  knew  of  no  selec- 
tion ;  Government  did  not  interfeie  in  any 
manner ;  he  did  not  even  know  the  names  of 
the  persons  till  he  came  into  the  House,  and 
then  he  learnt  that  a  Gent,  of  great  respecta- 
bility had  been  employed,  not  by  Govern- 
ment, but  by  the  Danish  Minister. — [^Here 
Mr.  Fox  jbooi  /.'is  head,  and  smiled.^ — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he  asserted 
this  to  be  the  fact,  and  he  was  entitled  to  cre- 
dit for  his  assertion.  As  to  what  the  Gent, 
alluded  to,  as  happening  in  1802,  he  was  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  it ;  but  if  the  Hon. 
Gent,  would  ir.ove  for  any  papers  upon  the 
subject,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  it. 
On  the  24th  of  March  the  application  was 
made  by  the  Danish  Minister:  directions  were 
sent  to  the  customs  of  Scotland  on  the  Fri- 
day, and  the  House  did  not  sit  on  the  Satur- 
day or  Sunday.  The  next  week  the  question 
of  continuing  the  order  of  Council  was  dis- 
cussed, and  on  the  .-^ist  of  March  the  order 
respecting  naval  and  military  stores  was  sent 
to  the  Custom-house.  These  circumstances 
occurring  at  the  same  time,  it  was  thought 
better  that  the  proinulgation  should  not  take 
place  till  the  discussions  which  were  going  on 
at  Paris  should  be  terminated,  as  a  hostile  in- 
terpretation might  be  put  upon  it.  He  was 
ready  to  adinit  aiTd  contend,  that  there  ought 
not  to  be  any  interval  between  a  violation  of 
the  law  and  a  communication  to  Parliament, 
if  it  was  not  justified  by  public  convenience. 
It  remained  for  the  House  to  consider,  whe- 
ther Ministers  were  justified  in  what  they  had 
done,  and  whether  there  was  any  unbecoming 
delay  in  making  this  communication  to  Par- 
liament ;  which  certainly  would  have  been 
delayed  a  few  days  longer,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Gent, 

Lord  Temple  said,  the  point  he  wanted  to 
be  informed  about  was,  whether  there  was 
any  order  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  mi- 
litary and  naval  stores,  between  the  signing 
of  the  preliminary  and  definitive  treaty  of 
peace. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheq^^'er  said, 
he  did  not  immediately  recollect,  but  he  would 
inquire  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate 
that  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  used  the  powcrr  he 
had  alluded  to  from  any  improper  motive 
whatever,  but  yet  it  was  apparent  th.-tt  such 
practices  as  these  were  the  gvoimds  of  abuse 
in  all  the  governments  of  the  world.  The  F^.t. 
Hon.  Gent,  had  said,  he  did  not  know  .my  of 
the  persons  wlio  had  this  leave  to  export  corn, 
nor  had  he  any  share  in  the  recommendation 
of  any  individual  for  that  purpose  :  now  sup- 
pose the  Rt.  lion.  Gent,  to  be  as  free  as  he 
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admitted  he  was,  for  he  was  really  as  unliVely 
to   have   any   share  in  sucii   a.  transaction  as 
this,    as  any   Minister   whatever,    yet  it  was 
possible  to  suppose  that  persons  in  very  in- 
ferior situations,  who  had  never  been   consi- 
dered i-he  most  pure  of  the  people,  had  ?oine 
share  in  recommending  particular  indiv'duais 
to  the  conduct  of  this  business;  why  thrn  it  I 
■would  be  a  grievance  in  that  sense,  because  it 
vas  a  favour  to  some  individual  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  the  public  ought  to  be  acquainted 
with,  either  by  law,  or  a  direct  communica- 
tion to  that  House;  and  therefore  this  practice  1 
was  liable  to  make  an  unfavourable  impression 
on  the  public,  without  imputing,  as  he  cer-  ] 
tainly  did  not  impute  to  the  Hon.  Gent,  or 
the  lowest  person   connected  with  him,  the 
least   impropriety   of   motive.      He   thought, 
however,  that  application   should  have  been 
made  to  Parliament  at  once,  and  as  the  thing 
had  happened  nve  v.'ceks  ago,  some  inconve- 
nience  had  arisen  by  not  coming  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  nor  did  he  see  the  connexion  between 
the  points  of  the  exportation  of  corn  and  the 
other  political  topics  stated  by  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  and   vi^hich  prudence   had  required  to 
have  been  concealed.     He  thought  the  whole 
of  tlic  argument  laboured  very  much  in  that 
part  on  the  other  side.     The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
said  they  were  connected,  but  he  had  adduced 
no  argument  to   shcvvf    thtir  cor.nexion.     He 
did  not  object  to  any  thing  done  by  Admi- 
nistration, but  to  the  manner  of  doing  it :  he 
thought  it  should  eitiier  have  beer,   done  by 
act  of  Parliament,  or  a  communication  should 
have  been  made  tc  the  House,  and  it  should 
have   been   done  urider  the   sanction   of   the 
House;    for  he  owiicd  his  inclination  to  be 
jealous  of  acts  of  indemnity  for  those  things 
which  might  have  been  previously  made  the 
subject  of  communication  to  Parliament,  the 
sanction  of  which  might  have  made  iadernnity 
vinnecessary,  and  that  the  more  especially  on 
subjects  materially  connected  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  country. 

Tlic  Chancfllor  of  the  Exchkqulr  said, 
the  Iiun.  Gei.t.  had  stated,  that  the  argument 
laboured  in  that  point  w  lierc  he  said  there  was 
a  connexion  in  the  cases  he  had  stated,  that  of 
the  prohibition  of  naval  and  military  stores, 
and  the  expoitalion  of  gr.iin.  Had  it  not 
been  for  those  cauffs  which  produced  both 
prohibitions,  the  order  of  Council  respecting 
the  prohibition,  and  the  expoitation  of  grain, 
would  not  have  been  renewed ;  but  at  the 
time  the  Loids  of  the  Treasury  consented  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  grain,  it  was  matter 
of  great  doubt  with  the  Privy  Council  whe- 
ther thty  should  or  should  not  renew  the  pro- 
hibiiion  :  in  one  of  the?e  events,  namely,  tiic 
not  determining  to  renew  the  prohibition,  the 
applicat'on  of  the  Danish  Minister  would  have 
been  unnecessary;  and  it  was  (^n  that  ground 
he  conceived  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  jus- 
tiiied  in  not  coivui.g  to  Parliament  iranieJi- 


ately.  Had  the  order  tc  prohibit  exportation 
not  been  renewed,  the  exportation  would  not 
have  taken  place  under  the  operation  of  lav/. 

Mr.  Ryder  admitted  it  to  be  a  laudable  jea- 
lousy in  any  Member  to  suspect  corruption  in 
Government,  where  there  was  a  foundation  • 
lor  it ;  but  here  there  was  not  any,  and  the 
suspicion  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke  lately 
seemed  to  be  applied  to  all  governments  in 
general,  but  to  have  no  specification  as  it  re- 
ferred to  our  own.  The  Hon.  Gent,  had  said, 
that  Government  should  have  com.e  to  the 
House  at  once  with  a  communication  upon 
the  subject.  Now  if  Government  had  in- 
tended to  act  corruptly,  they  v,  ould  not  have 
come  to  Farliament  at  all  with  the  communi- 
cation the  Hon.  Gent,  seemed  to  wish  ;  nor 
would  their  so  coming  have  prevented  them 
from  acting  corruptly  in  this  case,  if  they  had 
been  so  minded  :  for  if  Parliament  had  been 
applied  to  for  leave  to  export  5000  quarters  of 
barley,  all  that  Parliament  could  have  done 
would  have  been  to  give  that  leave,  and  then 
who  should  procure  and  furnish  it,  would  have 
rested  with  the  Danish  M^inister,  or  it  would 
hnve  rested  with  Government  to  employ  the 
person  who  was  to  export  it.  In  rieither  case 
would  the  interference  of  Parliament  have 
taken  place  to  prevent  corruption,,  if  any  such 
had  been  intended,  which  certainly  there  was 
not.  He  then  took  notice  of  the  order  in 
Council  for  exportation,  and  approved  of  what 
had  been  done  respecting  it;  and  concluded 
with  observing,  that  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing there  never  was  an  attack  upon  Govern- 
m.ent  more  feebly  made  than  this,  nor  any  that 
was  less  supported. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  if  the  thing  had  been 
done  by  Pnrliament,  instead  of  being  done  by 
Ministers,  it  would  not  have  given  them  power 
to  favour  any  persons  whatever  :  besides,  these 
things  bad  a  very  serious  effect ;  for  a  man 
having  a  great  deal  of  corn,  and  wishing  to 
exports  and  another  v.-as  allowed  to  do  so, 
and  no  communication  was  made  of  it,  he 
would  naturally  say,  why  should,  one  man  be 
alk'wed  lo  do  this,  and  anothtr  should  not? 
Now  this  inconvenience  v/ould  be  obviated  by 
a  communication  to  the  House,  for  then  the 
thin^  would  be  open. 


HOUSH    CI'     LORDS. 

Friday,  itlay  13. — ( See  hlinutds,  p.  812.) 

[Finance.] — Lord  Kikg  rose  pursuant  to 
the  notice  he  had  given,  to  state  hib  sentiments 
with  rcfptct  to  this  important  subject.  He 
should  not,  he  said,  have  come  forward,  had 
ariy  other  Peer,  more  able  and  more  conver- 
sant on  the  subject  than  himself,  appeared  in- 
clined at  least,  in  his  mind,  sufficiently  early 
to  agitate  the  discussion.  Their  Lordships 
V.  ere  sware,   that  a  \ariety  of  hnancial   ac- 
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comity,  corne  of  a  voiimiinous  nature,  were  ' 
on  their  Lordships'  table.     These  were   01- 
dered,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  motions  of 
a  Noble  Lord  opposite  to  him  ;  but  in  what 
he  v/as  about  m  submit  to  their  Lordships' 
consideration,  he  should  chiefiy  confine  him- 
self to  those  accounts  presented  previous  to 
the  delivery    of  his   iVlajesty's  n-.tssage,   and 
from  which  too  liattcring  deductions  had  been 
made,  witli  a  view,  no  doubt,  of  raising  the 
public  confidence ;  but  under  impressions  of 
public  duty,  and  with  a  view  to  evince  to  the 
country  its  real  situation  in  point  of  finance, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  examine  witti 
strictness  and  precision,  and  the  results  which 
he  should  be  able  to  make,  he  doubted  not, 
would  be  of  a  very  different  nature  from  tlie 
deduction  to  which  he  had  alluded.  The  Nobie 
Lord  then  proceeded  to  a  detailed  examination 
of  these  points  of  the  accounts  upon  the  ta- 
ble, to  which   he  said  he  should  direct  their 
I-ordships'  attention.     With  respect  to  a  part 
of  these,  his  object  seemed  to  point  out  some 
great  and  important  differences  in  the  modes 
of  stating  the  heads  of  revenue,  expenditure, 
6:c.  with  a  view  to  evince  the  necessity  for  a 
subsequent    detailed    and   deliberate    inquiry. 
From  his  view  of  these  items,  he  argued  that 
the  different  heads  were  in  some  instances,  as 
those   of  income,    revenue,   &c.    over-rated : 
in   these  items  which   regarded  the  expendi- 
ture   and    disbursements,    under-rated.      To 
establish  these  pvjsitions,  his  Lordship  entered 
into   a    variety   of    cal-  uiations    and    details, 
which,  as  they  mostly  consisted  ©f  compara- 
tive statements,  were  the  more  complex  and 
abstruse:  we  therefore,  under  the  apprehen- 
sion of  unintentional  mis-statement,  shall  not 
attem.pt  to  follo\"  his  Loidship.     He  touched, 
but  not  weightily,  upon  the  statements  niade  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  entered 
into  some  calculations  to  shew  the  erroneous 
tendency  of  part  of  his  statements.     He  then 
adverted  to  v/hat  h:^d  i"al!en  from  a  Noble  Lord 
opposite  to  him  on  a  former  night,  respecting 
tire  general  subject,  and  contended  that  there 
could  by  no  means  be  such  an  aggregate  as  a 
eurn  exceeding  si::teen  millions,  applicable  to 
public  purposes.     In   arguing  this  point,   his 
Lordship  seemed  to  say,  that  the  British  and 
Irish  expenditure  were  not  sufficientlydiscrimi- 
nated.    He  then  commented  upon  the  real  cir- 
cumstances of  the  consolidated  fund,  and  the 
state   of  actual  expenditure,  and  contended, 
instead  of  iherc  existing  a  considerable   sur- 
plus, as  argued  on  the   part  of  the  Minister, 
there    was   a    real    deficit    to   a   considerable 
amount,  inasmuch  as  there  remained,  after  a 
due  and  candid  statement  of  the  whole  supply 
and  ways  and  means,  a  sum  of  only  9,172,000/. 
to  cover  an  expenditure  of  more  than  sixteen 
millions.     He  then  took  a  view  of  the  differ- 
ent ways  in  v.'hich  the  national  income  could 
be  equalized,  one  of  which  means,  namely, 
an   appropriation    of    the    sinking   fund,    he 
thought  none  could  date  to  propose.     Draw- 


ing towards  a  conclusion,  he  censured  the 
system,  particularly  with  respect  to  finance, 
pursued  by  Ministers,  in  concealing  from  the 
counrry  its  real  state  in  that  respect,  and 
holding  forth  the  hopes  of  seeing  a  surplus, 
when  in  fact  there  existed  an  alarming  deficit. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  deemed  the  general  sub- 
ject well  worthy  the  serious  attention  and  mi- 
nute consideration  of  their  Lordships;  and  in 
that  view  he  should  move  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  real  situation  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  and  to  report  their  opinion  of  the 
same  to  the  House.    • 

Lord  Auckland  rose,  and  combated  the 
positions  of  the  Noble  Lord  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  contended,  that  no  satisfactory 
ground  whatever  nad  been  laid  down  by  his 
Lordship  for  the  institution  of  such  an  incjuiry. 
He  took  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  prin- 
cipal financial  disquisitions  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  accession  of  the  late  Admi- 
nistration to  power,  and  particularly  dwelt 
I  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of 
i  1786,  and  exhibited  a  regular  financial  history 
!  of  the  country  since  that  period-  With  a 
view  of  bringing  the  subject  fully  before  the 
House,  he  had  moved  for  the  production  of  a 
variety  of  documents,  from  a  perusal  of  which 
any  individual  Peer  could  thoroughly  satisfy 
himself  there  existed  not  the  least  necessity 
for  the  inquii-y  proposed  by  the  Noble  Lord. 
The  statements  with  which  he  proposed  then 
to  trouble  their  Lordships,  on  the  particular 
points  in  discussion,  were  comparatively  re- 
ducible to  a  small  compass.  He  reminded 
their  Lordships,  the  dipcussion  did  not  origi- 
nate with  him :  a  Noble  Earl  opposite  was 
the  first  mover  for  accounts ;  but  upon  what 
had  been  said,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  state 
his  own  sentiments,  and  to  move  for  additional 
documents,  in  order  to  bring  the  subject  duly 
before  the  House.  He  thought,  that  instead 
of  there  being  a  considerable  minus,  as  was 
as-erted,  he  could  evince  there  was  a  surplus 
of  between  three  and  four  millions.  In  en- 
deavouring to  substantiate  this  position,  he 
contended  that  the  Noble  Lord  opposite  had 
calculated  upon  erroneous  grounds ;  the  Irish 
part  of  the  expenditure  had  nothing  to  do 
viith  his  statement.  Ke  entered  into  a  consi- 
deration of  the  different  heads  of  the  revenue, 
and  dwelt  with  some  stress  upon  the  article  of 
the  bounties  paid  on  account  of  corn  and  rice, 
the  importance  and  extent  of  which  never 
seemed  to  have  been  adequately  considered. 
He  argued,  that  every  thing  which  occurred 
v/ithin  the  year  made  part  of  the  real  income 
of  that  period,  and  in  the  aggregate  calcu- 
lated, that  amoimt  would  be  found  to  ex- 
ceed 34,345,000/.  He  then  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  consolidated  fund,  with 
respect  to  which  we  understood  his  Lordship 
to  say,  there  existed  a  true  and  real  surplus 
of  more  than  seven  millions.  Recurring  again 
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to  tfie  Reports  of  the  finance  committees,  he 
observed  the  results  shewed  the  progressive 
increase  of  the  revenue,  and  the  improved 
energies  of  tlie  country.  He  then  exhibited  a 
view  of  ilie  number  of  ships,  men,  and  tons, 
employed  at  liiiTerent  periods  in  the  merchant 
service,  wliich  abundantly  proved  that  tlie 
commercial  kept  pace  vviili  the  financial  pro- 
sperity of  the  coimtry :  and  tliose  in  the  last 
year,  he  observed,  were  treble  to  wliat  they 
were  in  1779.  Adverting  generally  to  the  na- 
tional expenditure,  liis  Lordship  did  not  deem 
it  incumbent  on  him,  considering  the  view 
upon  which  lie  came  forward,  to  dwell  upon 
it  in  detail.  He  then  alluded  to  the  situation 
in  v\  h.ich  the  country  was  placed,  })ariicular!y 
with  respect  to  its  late  adversary,  a  power 
whirli  had  not,  since  the  pacification,  mani- 
fested any  genuine  proofs  of  ccncilidtion  to- 
\vards  us;  and  observed,  that  it  wouid  hardly 
be  recommended  from  any  quarter,  to  reduce 
the  present  expenditure.  His  Lordship  con- 
cluded with  stating  his  disapprobation  of  the 
motion. 

The  Earl  of  MoiRA  spoke  in  answer  to 
whit  had  fallen  from  the  Noble  Lord  who 
Spoke  last,  at  some  length  :  he  complimented 
the  Noble  Lord  who  liad  introduced  the  sub- 
ject, for  the  repeated  display  he  made  of 
talents  which  would  one  day  become  iiighly 
useful  to  his  country  :  he  deprecated  the  mode 
of  substituting  a  branch  of  the  subject,  for  the 
main  points  of  it,  and  observed,  that  it  was 
not  so  much  on  the  details  of  tlie  subject,  as 
on  its  final  results,  that  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion depended.  In  that  view  it  was  indifferent 
to  him  vvhether  the  Noble  Lord  was  in  error 
one,  two,  or  three  millions.  Hethen  entered 
into  some  calcidations  to  prove  the  nonexist- 
ence of  the  surplus  advanced  by  a  Noble  Lord 
on  a  former  occasion.  The  accounts  before 
the  House,  particularly  tliose  moved  for  by  the 
Noble  Lord,  were  of  a  very  voluminous  nature, 
and,  in  his  mind,  the  subject  required  farther 
and  deliberate  inquiry. 

Lord  Auckland  just  rose  to  explain,  that 
the  Noble  Eatl  seemed  to  misconceive  him  ;  a 
part  of  what  he  adverted  to,  w  as  by  him  only 
admitted  for  the  sake  of  argiuiient. 

The  Eail  of  Moira  proceeded,  and  after 
contending  that  much  of  the  financial  state- 
ments on  the  part  of  Ministers  was  unfoimd- 
cd,  adverted  in  some  degree  to  tlieir  political 
conduct,  of  wiiich,  as  it  tended  to  operate,  par- 
ticularly  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  lie  spoke 
jn  terms  of  disapprobrition.  He  thought  Par- 
liament in  these  respects  ought  to  act  frankly 
with  the  country,  instead  of  concealing  its  real 
situation.  In  tjie  present  stage  of  the  tnisiness, 
and  considering  the  voluminous  nature  of  t!ie 
account n,  even  Members  of  that  House  could 
not  become  masters  of  the  subject,  still  less 
the  public  at  large.  He  contended  lor  the 
tx'.st-'nce  of  an  aUnning  dohcit,  ami  stiongly 


recommended    the    adoption    of    his    Noble 
Friend's  motion. 

Lord  Grenville  observed,  that  he  should 
proceed  to  call  their  Lordships'  attention  to 
the  subject  upon  which  the  Noble  Lord  had 
grounded  his  motion,  though  he,  in  some  de- 
gree, differed  from  that  Noble  Lord  as  to 
what  Jie  had  advanced;  his  object,  however, 
in  so  coming  forward,  was  not  to  place  himself 
in  opposition  to  any  pf  the  Noble  Lords  who 
had  delivered  their  sentiments,  but  impelled 
by  considerations  of  public  duty,  to  shew,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  and  which  lie  thought  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  all,  to  shew  to  the  coun- 
try its  true  situation,  by  a  fair  and  manly  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
placed.  That  system  of  concealment  which 
prevailed  too  mtich  of  late,  had  been  carried 
too  far,  and  particularly  upon  a  subject,  the 
most  interesting  of  all  others  to  the  country. 
He  thought  no  Member  of  that  or  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  had  need  to  apologize 
tor  bringing  forward  a  subject  of  sucli  vital 
importance  fairly  to  the  view  of  the  country. 
There  must,  liowever,  be  persons  conscious 
of  not  having  thus  come  forward  to  serve  the 
country  :  but  with  respect  to  Parliament  gene- 
rally, it  was  necessary  they  should  open  the 
eyes  of  the  country,  and,  particularly  in  such  a 
momentous  crisis  as  the  piresent,  shew  them 
tlieir  real  situation:  it  ought  to  be  made  clear 
to  the  country,  whether  or  not  its  finances 
were  in  that  state,  that  there  existed  a  large 
disposable  surplus,  or  a  real  alarming  defi- 
ciency. In  contemplating  the  circumstance  of 
a  deficiency,  it  should  be  further  inquired 
into,  whether  there  really  existed  a  necessity 
of  supplying  those  deficiencies  by  that  most 
ruinous  of  all  financial  measures,  a  system  of 
peace  loans?  He  acknowledged  the  utility  of 
tlie  various  accounis  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  House;  however,  in  the  important,  but 
perhaps  rather  general  view  which  lie  then 
meant  to  take  of  the  subject,  he  was  saved  the 
trouble  of  ad  verting  to  them  in  detail;  a  casual 
reference  would  be  sufficient  for  liis  purpose. 
Those  which  he  should  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  were  of  unquestionable  authenticity,  being 
signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  results  of  these,  he  meant  to  contrast  with 
the  statements  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  himself,  taken  from  a  publication 
issued  by  authority  into  the  world,  and  with  a 
view  to  the  full  information  of  the  public;  and 
statements  which  he  pould  not  refrain  from 
observing,  had  been  fatally,  to  a  certain  de- 
giee,  credited  and  acted  upon  by  the  monied 
interest  of  the  country.  In  considering  the 
subject  before  them,  he  disclaimed  the  least 
idea  whatever  of  exciting  any  sensation  of  de- 
spondency. On  a  subject  of  this  particular 
nature,  he  knew  a  speaker  \\:is  more  liable  to 
rnisrepreseniaiion  than  on  any  other  subject, 
and  in  that  view  he  felt  himself  called  upom 
distinctly  to  state  his  firm  conviction,  that  in- 
stead of  there  existing  any  real  cause  for  dc- 
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Spondency  or  dismay,  tlic  country  liad   upon 
every  account  just  reason  to  be  confident  of 
tlie  strength  and  adequacy  of  its  own  resources. 
The  country  was  able  to  cover  the  existence  of 
much  greater  deficiencies,  and  tliis  lie  was  per- 
fectly able  to  prove  ;  and  farther,  that  it  was 
not   only  equal   to  maintain   its  existence  and 
independence,  but  even  to  repel  aogre.-slon, 
and  to  take  ample  vengeance  on  the  authors  of 
that  aggression:   the  Parliament,  under  such 
circumstances,  should  not  shrink  from  itsdiity, 
but  fairly  call  these  resources  into  action,  and 
provide  a    revenue   fully   adequate   to   meet 
the  occasions  of  the  country.     It  was  in  the 
recollection  of  tlieir  Lordships,  tliaf,  a  short 
time  before  the  Ciiristmas  recess,  tlie  finance 
minister  of  the  country,  at  an  unusual  period 
«f  the  session,  and  in  circumstances  of  extra- 
ordinary moment,  aiuicipated  the  customary 
statement  of  the  finances  of  the  present  )ear, 
TJie  reason  assigned  for  this  proceeding  was, 
the   necessity  of  laying  before  the  country  a 
true  picture  of  its  finances;  he  was  relieved 
from  nuich  trouble  on   the  score  of  reference, 
as  his  statements  respecting  that  display  ot  tiie 
finances,  were  drawn  from  a  publication  which 
he   had   reason  to  believe  was  ushered   into 
public  notice  under  the  authority  of  Ministers, 
and  therefore  it  could  not  be  conceived  to  con- 
tain a  false  account  of  those  statements.     Not- 
withstanding  these   specious  advantages,   the 
effect  of  this  publication  was  to  delude  every 
nionied     man     wlio     placed     confidence     in 
it.     On  this  liead  he  rould  say  nuich  ;   but  the 
consideration  of  the  subject,  in  the  view  he 
alluded  to,  had  better  be  left  until  the  real 
budget  of  the  present  year  shoidd  come  for- 
ward, wliich  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  may 
be  found  necessary.     Among  other  points  of 
finance,  that  statement  exhibited  tlie  melan- 
choly expedient  of  a  loan;  but  the  question 
was,  whether  that  was  tiic  last   time  such  a 
measure  would  be  recurred  to  ?     That  publi- 
cation contained  also  a  statement  of  the  re- 
venue  and   expenditure  of  the  country,  and 
laid  befoie  the  public  the  comfortable  view  of 
a  surplus  of  even  a  million  sterling.     What 
the  effect  must  be  of  such  a  statement  on  the 
public  at  large,  and  on  the  metropolis,  may  be 
easily  conceived.     It  was  not  long,  however, 
befoie  doubts  were  entertained  of  ti;e  trutli  of 
these  statements,  and   they  liad  nearly  f.illen 
into  complete  discredit,  wlien  a  Noble  L(jrd 
was  pleased  to  step  forth,  and  contend  that 
tlie  calculations  in  question,  instead  of  being 
exaggerated,  were  below  the  truth.     In  con- 
sidering  the   real   state  cf    the    question,    he 
would  undertake  to  prove,  tiiat  the  actual  re- 
venue at  that  very  time,  instead  of  yielding  a 
surplus,  was  in  fact  more  than    two  millions 
below  the  expenditure,  which,  as  the  result 
of  that  statement,  exhibited  a  gross  and  inex- 
cusable error  of  at  least  three  millions  sterling. 
lii  another  point  of  view,  he  contended,  that 
the  actual  revenue  would  be  found  to  fall  even 
four  millions  sliort  of  the  peace  establishment, 
a  voted  by  tl.e  wthsr  ilousg  of  Parlimueat  iii 


Noveml>cr  last.     In  calculating  those  point?, 
he  should  take  the  year  as  ending  tlie  5th  of 
January,  and  he  had  no  heoitati(,n  in   taking 
liis  stateiuents  from  the  documents  he  (,ad  be- 
fore   specified,   and   that   tlie  statement   made 
by  the  financial   minister  on  tlie    191!!  of  De- 
cember wiis  full  of  the  grossest  tallacy       liis 
first  reference  uould  be  to  the   zgrh   page  of 
the  publication  alluded  to,  and  there  the  sup- 
posed expcndiiurc  was    stated    to  be   in   the 
aggregate  11,530,000/.  from  which  were  to  be 
deducted  tlie  z-ivths  for  the  Irish  proportion, 
and  also   the   Irish   charges   ufioii   tlic  conso- 
lidated fund  :   but  afterwards  was  to   be  added 
a  charge  of  500,000/.  uhich  would   make  the 
total  supposed  expenditure  of  the  navy,  army, 
ordnance,     and     miscellaneous     setvices,     to 
amoiuit  to  10, 533, 00c/.  for  Great  Britain.     In 
this  part  of  the  calculation  he  hud  to  observe, 
that  one  maierial  article  ofex(^ense  wasentiitly 
overlooked,  namely,  the  extra  buildings  in  the 
navy,  which  this  vear  amounted  to  900,000/. 
Tlie  average  amount  of  this  necessary  expense 
during  the  last  peace  was  about  500,000/.   per 
annum;  but  allowing   for  the   various  differ- 
ence* which  iiad  taken  place  since  that  period, 
he  thought  the  average  expense  of  that  de- 
partment could  not  be  estimated  at  less  than 
700,000/.  per   annum,    which,    added  to   the 
other  articles  of  expenditure,  would   form  a 
total  of  11,233,000/.     This  would   be  the  ag- 
gregate vv'hen  the  expenses  could  be  redmed 
to  the  amount  stated  in  the  speech.     In  consi- 
dering the  amount  of  the  revenue,  as  set  forth 
in  the  same  publication,  the  Noble  Lord  argued 
that  certain  heads  thereof  were  not  accurately 
discussed.     He  alluded  principally  to  ih.e  con- 
sideration of  the  land  and  malt  taxes.   He  then 
passed   to  a  review   of  the  staienuiits  in  the 
consolidated  fund,  and  described  the  real  free 
revenue  to  be  only  that  wiiich  v.as  disposable 
after  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  national 
debt,  and  charges  of  the  sinking   fund  :    this 
was  stated  as    amounting    to    10,599,000/.   to 
which  was  added,   after  ilie  produce  of  the 
lottery    (in    calculating   which    liis    Loidship 
seemed  to  say,  tliere  was  some  mistake) — rh* 
expected  contribution  of  500,000/.    from  the 
revenues  of  India.     In  this  part  of  his  speech, 
his  Lordship  took  occasion  to  panegyrize  the 
Administration,  and  the  abilities  of  the  Noble 
Marquis,  at  tlie  head  of  the  government  im 
India,  whose  talents,  great  as  they   were,  iti 
negotiation,     war,     and     civil     governmeiu, 
were,  perhaps,    exceeded   by   those    he    pos- 
sessed for  matters  of  finance,  a  ground  upon 
which  his  enemies  had  unaccountably  strove  to 
calumniate  him  ;  but  this  reference,  his  Lord- 
sliip  observed,  naturally  depended  upon  the 
continuance  of  peace  in  India  :    tiiis  and  other 
points  made  the  supposed   total  cf  the  ways 
and    means   to   be    11,595,000/.     which    after 
deducting  the  hypotiietical  expenditure,  as  set 
forth  in  the  same  documen:,  left  an  imaginary 
surplus  of  1,032,00c/.     In  controverting  tl  e^e 
statements,  liis  Lordship  entered  into  a  variecy 
of  de'aiUd  calculations,  drawn,  m  he  ha,ii  be- 


^^99] 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.~[May  13.] 


[1600 


fore  observed,  fron?  the  accotints  before  the 
House,  signed  by  ti'ie  Secrctrry  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Be  first  adverted  to  tlie  diiferent  heads 
of  proposed  reduction,  upon  which  the  forego- 
ing conclusions  were  drdvm-,  and  wincli  it 
vi'ould  be  snpcrfli'OUb  to  'jbserve,  were,  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  this  country,  totally 
out  of  tlie  question.  He  would  consider  whr.t 
the  actual  situation  of  the  country  now  would 
be,  wei'e  tlie  proposed  reductions  carried  into 
effect.  Under  the  head  of  the  army,  to  reduce 
tlie  expenses  in  tlie  sum  proposed,  ::  number 
of  about  35,000  men  shoi;ld  be  reduced, 
which,  according  to  the  plan  of  disposing  tlie 
army,  would,  at  about  tiie  period  of  tlie  deli- 
very of  the  King's  message,  not  have  left  oriC 
foot  30'dier  in  GiCc'.t  Britain.  In  tlie  head  of 
reduction  proposed  for  the  navy,  about 
1,540,000/.  v\as  intended  to  be  saved,  and  to 
do  tliis,  lie  calculated  about  iS>ocg  men  luust 
be  reduced  :  this,  according  to  the  new;y 
broi-.ched  doctrine  that  ships  might  be  ready 
for  sea  without  men  fa  laugk)^  may  be  practi- 
cable enough  ;  but  v.ere  the  reduction  actually 
made,  we  should  now  have  no  navy  fit  for 
service.  After  shewing  the  impracticability  of 
those  intended  reductions,  and  calculating  upon 
the  indispensable  expenses  of  the  actual  esta- 
blishment, he  contended  that  the  permanent 
establishment,  as  arranged  even  in  November 
last,  would  be  13,436,000/.  A  diminution  was 
a  consideration  of  possibility,  but  a  consider- 
able increase,  one  of  great  probability.  His 
Lordship  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  real  income  of  the  nation,  and  after 
touching  upon  the  various  soiuces  from  which 
it  was  derived,  and  the  indispensable  cliarges 
to  be  made  thereon,  he  calculated  the  totatof 
the  actual  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  real 
expenditure  of  the  country,  at  not  more  than 
9,682,000/.  He  th.cn  adverted  to  the  Austrian 
'.oan,  upon  v^hich,  after  commenting  ;;poii  its 
origin,  and  the  important  circumstances  con- 
nected with  that  measure,  I;e  declared  his  opi- 
nion, tiiat  it  behoved  Parliament  to  make 
provision  for  the  interest  of  it,  which  he  stated 
at  about  497,000/.  Pursuing  the  line  of  general 
calculation  further,  he  stated,  that  the  free 
vevensie  amounted  to  about  9,18^,000/.  vvhich, 
calcul-^ted  together  with  the  heads  of  the 
genuine  state  he  had  given  of  the  supplies  and 
vvays  a!id  means,  wou!d  evince  the  deliciency 
he  he'd  set  out  with  stating,  of  more  than  two 
millions  sterling.  The  Nobl:  Lord  then  pro- 
ceeded ic  caicr.late  the  different  iicads  of  re- 
venue and  expenditure,  upon  a  more  en- 
larged scale,  and  to  demonstrate  deficits 
to  a  more  considerable  amount.  He  tiicn  ex- 
patiated on  ih.e  conduct  of  Ministers,  in  lather 
conccJing  the  ;nie  financial  circumstances  of 
tin  country,  than  coi;iing  forv.  ard  maniully  to 
riitet  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  and  at  once 
render  tb.e  levenue  equal  to  the  necessary  ex- 
poiid'.tme  of  the  country;  and  condemned  the 
s,)£tem  of  the  political  conduct  of  Ministers, 
as  equally  censurable  with  tlie  others.  He 
-  prweedwd   to    tomaionl    Oii   the    conduct    oi 


Ministers,  particularly  with  respect  to  their 
iinancial  n.caoureu.  At  the  saine  time  he  cis- 
claimed  all  ideas  of  personal  animosity  ;  so  far 
from  it,  tliat  for  several  of  thein  he  entertained 
tiie  warmest  feelings  of  friendship  and  regard. 
The  great  object  of  his  argumeiu  v\as  to  shew 
that  they  'uic  not  met  tlie  nnancial-difficuhiesof 
the  country  in  ai^y  one  instance.  H.c  adverted 
to  tlie  salutary  expedient  of  their  predecessors, 
of  raising  part  of  ;he  supplies  v.ithin  the  year, 
wiiich  he  thought  iliey  acted  unwisely,  as  uell 
as  weakly,  in  not  fcliowing  up.  Their  aban- 
donment of  the  system  of  finance  laid  down  by 
these  Ministers,  had  reduced  thein  to  the 
miserable  expedient  cf  peace  loans,  measures 
v.hich  would  paisy  the  operations  of  tlie  sinking 
fund,  and  clieck  the  gradual  extinction  of  the 
public  debt :  he  principally  condemned  the 
iinancia!  system  pursued  by  Ministers,  v.Iiich, 
at  the  end  of  tv.o  years,  left  iliem  v.'ith  a  real 
deficiency  of  four  millions,  iiistead  of  the 
boasted  surplus  of  a  million  sterling:  and  he 
insisted,  that  no  financial  minister,  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  country,  would  do 
Jus  duty,  if  he  slirunk  from  the  project  of 
cqualiicing  the  actual  revenue  with  the  neces- 
sary expenditure  of  the  country. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Westmorland  defended  the 
accuracy  of  the  accounts.  Tlie  expenditure, 
he  said,  amounted  10  ij, 000, coo/.  ;  ana  wlieii 
the  produce  of  the  consolidated  fund  and  of 
the  land  and  malt  was  deducted,  the  deficiency 
would  i.oc  ansount  to  more  than  about 
3,400,000*.  T!ie  pi  educe  of  the  old  taxes 
had,  he  said,  increased  more  than  3,000,00c/. 
He  must,  however,  enter  his  protest  against 
the  practice  of  making  statements  made  in 
other  places,  and  pamphlets,  the  subject  of 
discussion  in  iiiat  House.  In  adverting  to  the 
expenditiire  of  the  ptescnL  yc;ir,  he  said,  that 
it  r.  as  undoubtedly  large,  and  ought  not  to  be 
taken  as  an  average  criterion  ;  but  it  should 
be  recollected,  tiiat,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances  of  tiic  country,  economy  inight  only 
have  invited  the  sword  of  jIk  spoiler. 

Lord  Pelham  likcv.ise  defended  the  accu- 
racy of  the  accounts,  and  objected  to  making 
the  statements  wliicii  iiad  been  made  in  other 
places,  the  subject  of  discussion  in  that  House. 
Those  accounts  v^ould  have  been  much  belter 
discussed  in  another  place,  \.'here  they  could 
have  been  properlj'  rnet  by  the  person  v.'ho 
brought  them  furwaid.  A  severe  invective 
had  been  made  aqaiiist  that  person,  btit  it 
should  be  recollected,  at  least  if  the  ynibiica- 
tion  which  had  been  a'lluded  io,  could  be  de- 
tended  upon,  tiiat  it  had  been  stated  by  that 
person,  that  it  wouMbe  necessary  to  make  tliC 
revenue  equal  tlie  expenditure.  He  observed 
tliat  the  Hiiperial  loan  coidd  not  v>'itli  any  pro- 
priety be  considered  as  a  subsidy,  but  as  a  loan 
to  be  paid  by  Austria.    " 

The  Bisliop  of  Rochester  said,  if  ic  was 
merely  a  question  whether  the  accounts  on  the 
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table  were  correct  or  not,  it  might  certainly 
be  proper  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investii;ate 
tlicni,  ill  order  tliat,  if  there  were  errors,  ilu-y 
might  be  detected;  and  it"  tiiere  were  not,  iliat 
the  accounts  might  remain  nnbuspcctcd  and 
ununpeached.  It  was,  iiowever,  to  be  con- 
sidered, whether  this  was  tlie  moment  for  en- 
tering into  such  an  ihvesti:iation.  lliis  was 
peculiarly  to  be  considered,  because,  perhaps, 
at  the  next  meeting  of  that  House  tiicy  and  th.e 
country  migiit  be  called  upon  to  imne  in  re- 
pressing the  ambitioii  and  chastising  the  bad 
iaith  ot  one  whom  he  could  not,  perhaps,  at 
the  present  moment  call  our  enemy,  but  whom 
]ie  would  designate  as  our  muoC  detestable 
IV  lend. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  May,  13. — (See  Mimitts,  p.  813.) 

[State  of  the  negotiation.] — Lord 
-Granville  Levison  said,  that  he  rose  for 
the  pm-pose  of  moving,  that  the  House  should 
at  its  ribiiig  adjourn  till  to-morrow.  In  making 
this  motion  he  would  not  revcat  the  arguments 
^vhich  had  been  urged  on  Friday  last,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  unanswerable.  The 
events  which  had  occurred  since  Friday  appeared 
to  him  completely  to  justify  those  who  voted 
against  the  adjournment  till  Monday.  It  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  the 
intelligence  which  nmvcd  after  that  discussion 
completely  contradicted  the  statement  which 
had  been  made  by  the  Minister.  After  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  stated,  that  Lord  Whit- 
worth  had  left  Paris,  it  surely  was  a  matter  of 
sufficient  importance  to  have  commainicatecl  to 
the  House  on  Saturday  that  he  had  not  left 
Paris.  Lord  Whitv/orth,  it  was  understood, 
remained  at  Paris,  because  some  further  pro- 
positions had  been  made  ;  similar  circum- 
stances might  again  occur;  but  at  all  events, 
it  was  proper  that  the  House  should  be  at  its 
post  to  receive  any  com-nunication  that  Go- 
vernment might  be  enabled  to  make  on  so  im- 
portant a  subject :  he  should  therefore  move, 
"  That  the  House  should,  at  its  rising,  adjourn 
*'  till  to-morrow." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  apprehended,  that,  independent  of  the  ob- 
jection which  he  felt  to  the  motion  of  the 
Noble  Lord,  in  point  of  substance,  there  was 
one,  in  point  of  form,  which  rendered  it,  he 
presumed,  inadmissible.  Such  a  motion,  he 
believed,  was  never  allowed  to  pass  in  that 
House  :  as  matter  of  course  the  House  would 
adjourn  to  to-morrow,  without  any  motion, 
unless  it  should  specifically  determine  to  ad- 
journ to  some  other  day;  and,  therefore,  the 
Noble  Lord's  motion  was  needless  as  well  as 
unprecedented:  the  only  way  in  which  the 
motion  now  before  the  House  could  be  regular 
in  terms,  would  be  that  of  an  amendment  to 
A  motion  to  aciiourn  to  some  future  day  ;  nei- 
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ther  would  that  be  agreeable  to  the  rcj^ular 
practice,    until   after   most    of    the   bi'smess 
v.hich  constituted  the  orders  of  the  day  was 
over:  the  N  jble  Lord  would,  therefore,  allow 
him  to  say,  he  was  not  v,-ell  advined  with  re- 
spect t>the  terms  of  his  motion:    he  could 
have  wished  that  the  Noble  Lord  had  given 
notice,  that  after  the  orders  of  the  day  were 
disposed  of,  he  should  bring  forward  th^s  sub- 
ject, if  any  motion  should  be  made  to  adjourn 
over  to-rnorrow  ;  and  the  Noble  Lord  would 
allow  him  to  say  also,  that  until  a  motion  of 
another  description  was  made,  this  coi.rje  was 
in-egular;  but  the  Noble  Lord  would  soon 
have  an  opportunity  of  submitting  the   sub- 
stance of  his  present  motion  to  the  House,  for 
he  intended  to  move  that  the  House  do  at  its 
rising  adjourn  to  Monday  next.     Having  said 
this  upoii  the  form,  he  v.ould  now,  with  ihe 
leave   of  the   House,  state  the  objections  he 
entertained  to  the  substance  of  the  motion  of 
the  Noble  Lord.     The  Noble  Lord  had  said, 
that  the  circumstances  which   had  occurred 
had  disproved  the  statement  made  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's  Ministers:    the  Noble  Lord  was  not 
correct  in  that  statement.  I'he  stpiement  m.ade 
by  his  Majesty's  Ministers  was  not  disproved 
by  the  circumstances  which  had  actually  oc- 
curred.    It  was  stated  by  him,  this  day  se'u- 
night,  not  that  he  was  convinced  that  Lord 
Whitv.'orth  had  quitted  Parie,  for  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  but  that  he  had  reason 
to  npprehend  it,  and  that  apprehension  arose 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  lact  that  General 
Andreossi  had  applied  for  passports.     It  was 
an  inference  of  his  fiom  this  fact  snd  accom- 
panying circumstances,  that  Lord  Whitworth 
had  quitted  Paris,  and  he  then  b  Jieved  that 
Lord  Whitworth   had  quitted  Pari;;;  bi:t   he 
never  said  Lord  Whitv.crth  had  quiitcd    Paris 
— he  m.ade  no  such  declaration.     The  Noble 
Lord  had  expressed  his  regret  that  the  House 
did  not  sit  on  Saturday  last,  and  he  had  added 
his  conviction  that  many  gentlemen,  and  this 
was   a   circumstance  worthy   of  observation, 
that    many    Gentlemen    who    voted    in    the 
majority   for    an    adjournment    to    Monday, 
might  regret  the  House  did  not  sit.     Now,  he 
knew  of  no  reason  why  that  event  should  have 
excited  any  regret  in  the  ininds  of  any  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  voted  in  that  majority;  he 
was,  on  the  contrary,  convinced  it  ought  to 
be  matter  of  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  those 
who  supported  the   motion,  that  the  House 
did  not  sit  on  the  Saturday,  as  proposed  by  the 
amendment   tnoved   by  an  Hon.   Gent.     He 
alluded  to  the  eiTect  which  might  have  result- 
ed  from  their   sitting  on  that  day,    and  he 
begged  the  House  would  pardon  him  for  not 
stating  the  reason    for  saying  this.     It  was, 
however,  his  intention,  if  the  Noble  Lord  had 
not  superseded  him,  to  propose  that  the  House 
should,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  to  Monday  next, 
and  that  he  intended  to  propose  exactly  as 
usual,  Avithout  any  comment,  being  perfectly 
prepared,  hov/ever,  if  any  question  was  put 
*  Qjl 


i6o3] 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.— [May  13.] 


[160+ 


to  him  by  any  Member  of  the  House,  to  an- 
swer it  as  dibtinctly  as  he  could,  consistently 
\vith  his  duty.  On  Friday  last  he  had  stated 
to  the  House  the  opinion  which  he  entertained, 
which  was,  that  Lord  Whitworth  was  on  his 
departure  from  Paris.  He  was  not  able,  at 
present,  to  make  any  communication  what- 
ever to  the  House,  or  to  express  an  opinion 
whether  Lord  Whitworth  was  or  was  not  on 
his  way  from  Paris,  but  there  was  no  proba- 
bility of  any  information  whatever  being  re- 
ceived, so  as  to  enable  him  to  make  any  com- 
munication from  his  Majesty  to  that  House 
to  morrow.  The  Speaker  would  observe  on 
the  regularity  of  the  motion  now  before  the 
House,  after  which,  he  presumed,  the  Noble 
Lord  would  not  persist  in  it ;  and  if  so,  he 
should_  afterwards  move,  that  the  House  do, 
at  its  nsing,  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Canning  observed,  that  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  vvho  had  just  spoken,  had  stated  two 
objections  to  the  motion  now  before  the 
House :  one  in  point  of  form,  the  other  in 
point  of  substance.  If  in  point  of  form  the 
motion  was  defective,  the  motion  must  fall, 
because  it  was  irregular;  but  until  he  hearcl 
that  from  the  Chair,  he  should  be  much  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  irregularity  of  this  mo- 
tion ;  and  he  doubted  it  on  the  ground  that 
the  last  motion  upon  this  subject,  which  was 
this  day  se'nnight,  was  entertained.  On  that 
eccasion  the  Rt.  Hon.  (;cnt.  moved,  *'  That 
*'  the  House  do,  at  its  rising,  ndjouni  to  Mon- 
•'  day  next,"  and  the  amendment  proposed  to 
that  was,  to  insert  "  to-morrow  ;"  and  that 
*.-as  in  substance  the  motion  of  his  Noble 
Friend  to-day  ;  and  as  all  the  rules  of  the  House 
were  founded  on  good  sen^e,  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  this  motion  sh  juld  not  be  entertained 
in  its  present  form  ;  he  could  not  enter  into 
any  distinction  which  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  in- 
tende-d  to  take,  for  he  could  not  see  the  dif- 
ference between  debating  a  thing  in  the  shape 
of  an  original  motion,  and  that  of  debating 
the  same  thing  in  the  shape  of  an  amendmen\ 
to  an  original  motion.  The  motion  now  be- 
fore the  House  was  the  very  same  thing  in 
point  of  sense  as  tiie  amendment  moved"^this 
day  se'nnight  by  an  Hon.  Gent,  and  which 
was  debated  for  several  hours  in  tliat  House, 
■without  any  body  bting  rebuked  or  correctecl 
for  it.  He  was  not  aware  how  the  matter 
could  be  objected  to  now,  not  having  been 
objecttni  to  then.  lie  confessed,  ho\vever, 
after  having  heard  'the  statement  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  on  his  own  conviction,  that  the 
meeting  ot  the  House  to-morrow  would  not 
■enable  him  to  make  any  communication  to  the 
House;  he  .'■hould,  for  one,  not  wish  to  press 
for  a  division  ;  but  here,  again,  he  must  take 
the  distinction  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  said 
he  had  formerly  sp(;ken  his  opinion,  as  it  was 
fonned  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French  ambassador;  that  from  tl.at  conduct 
he  drew  certain;  iniVteuctJ.     The  Rt.  Ho:"! 


Gent,  was,  however,  he  hoped,  speaking  not 
again  on  conjecture,  but  from  some  assurance 
th.it  to-moirow  he  would  not  be  able  to  make 
any  communication  to  the  House:  if  that  was 
the  case,  the  House  should  not  take  the  trou- 
ble of  meeting,  because  it  would  be  only  meet- 
ing in  vain  ;  but  then  he  v>ished  to  understand 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  distinctly  whether  he  now 
said,  that  he  should  not  be  able  to  make  any 
communication  to  the  House  to-monow?  If 
he  did  not  say  so,  he  thought  the  House  should 
be  pressed  to  a  division,  and  he  should  press 
it  to  a  division,  when  so  many  Gent,  felt 
as  he  did,  and  as  his  Noble  Friend  felt,  that 
this  was  not  a  time  when  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  consult  its  own  ease,  nor  be  even 
too  scrupulous  in  adhering  to  its  own  usages, 
when  either  might  be  at  variance  with  its  great 
public  duty.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  time 
when  the  House  of  Commons  should  be  unre- 
mitting in  its  labours,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending to  the  interests  of  the  country  j  thtj 
House  of  Commons  was  the  proper  organ  fop 
conveying  information  from  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment to  the  people  ;  it  ought  therefore  to 
be  on  its  post,  and  be  vigilant ;  nor  could  hs 
help  thinking,  that  a  communication  from  the 
Executive  Government  to  Parliament  was  a 
more  constitutional  source  of  information  than 
a  placard  on  the  Stock  Exchange,  upon  the 
question  of  peace  and  war.  He  did  not  think 
it  consistent  with  the  duty  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  put  itself  into  a  situation  in 
which  they  \\i.)uld  not  have  the  means  of  re- 
ceiving information  from  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment and  conveying  it  to  the  people,  and 
that  for  no  better  rea  .on  than  that  they  chos* 
to  take  a  holyday  on  Saturday. 

The  Chancellor,  of  the  ExcHKfvuKR  ob» 
served,  that  the  observations  of  the  last  speaker 
were  fair,  upon  the  supposition  that  a  com- 
munication might  I  e  made  to  the  House  to- 
morrow on  the  substance  of  the  motion  now 
before  the  House  ;  but  on  the  regularity  of 
the  motion  he  should  appeal  to  the  Chair, 
from  which  the  House  would  derive  correct 
knowledge  upon  the  subject :  he  should  be 
ashamed  to  refer  to  his  own  knowledge,  al- 
though his  attention  had  for  many  years  been 
directed  to  the  subject.  He  appealed  to  the 
Chair,  whether,  unless  an  adjournment  was 
proposed  to  a  day  after  the  morrow,  it  ever 
was  expressed  other  than  as  he  had  stated, 
naniely,  "  that  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
What  he  had  said  this  night  had  not  been  cor- 
rectly repeated.  He  had  said,  that  h-  was 
thoroughly  convinced  that  no  communication 
would  be  made  to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  his 
Majesty  to  make  a  communication  to  the 
House  to-morrow  ;  he  thought  that  no  com- 
munication ought  to  come  from  his  Majesty 
to  that  House,  until  it  was  known  tliat  the 
negotiation  had  taken  a  satisfactory  turn, 
or  was  totally  broken  off — until  Lord  Whit- 
worth   had    arrived    in    this    country.      He 
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begged  pardon,  he  knew  he  was  irregular ; 
he  would  go  further,  and  say,  he  saw  no  pro- 
bability of  being  able  to  make  any  communi- 
cation whatever  to  the  House  to-morrow  :  th.it 
was  his  opinion  ;  but  if  he  thought  there  was 
a  chance  of  that,  he  should  think  it  incumbent 
on  him  to  make  a  motion  to  adjourn  to  M(jn- 
day  nt  xt,  because  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to 
what  was  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  House,  or 
to  the  feelings  of  this  country,  that  the  House 
should  r.it  on  an  unusual  day,  for  the  mere 
chance  of  a  communication.  The  pre:>ent 
motion  was  not  formal  or  regular,  and  on 
which,  therefore,  no  proceeding  could  be  had. 

Mr.  Gr  f; Y  said  that  the  motion  of  the  Noble 
I-ord  was  in  such  a  form,  that  the  House  could 
not,  consistently  with  its  rules  and  v.ith  strict  ' 
propriety,  adopt  it ;  but  after  that  motion  was  1 
disposed  of  in  point  of  form,  the  House  would  ' 
have  to  consider  whether  it  ought,  under  the 
present  extraoidinary  circumttar.ces,    to    ad- 
journ to  Monday,  or  to  sit  to-morrow.    When  ■ 
assertions  came  from  such  authority  as  that  of  1 
the    Rt.    Hon.    Gent,   they  came   v>ith   great  i 
weight:  if  he  was  convinced  that  no  coTumu-  ; 
nication  could  in  fact  be  made  from  his  Ma-  j 
jesty  to  the  House  to-morrow,  he  should  ac-  j 
cede  to  the  motion  of  adjournment  to  Mon-  I 
day;  but  when  the  Rt.^Hon.  Gent,  expressed  j 
some  doubts  upon  that  matter,  and  as  it  might  ; 
happen  that  the  House  might  require  some  in-  ; 
formation   which  the   Rt.   Hon.   Gtnt.  might  I 
think  it  improper  for  him  to  communicate,  he 
owned  he  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  ' 
of  adjourning  even  to  Monday.     He  wished  ! 
the  House  to  recollect  a  little  the  situation  in 
which  it  was :  it  was  now  a  week  since  the  i 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  made  an  important  and  alarm-  i 
ing  communication,  which  disappointed  the  j 
House  of  almost  all  hopes  of  an  amicable  ter- 
mination to  the  negotiation.     Since  that,  the  1 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  stated  to  the  Houe,  that  un-  | 
foreseen   and   unexpected   circumstances   had 
prevented  Lord  Whitworth  from  leaving  Paris 
on  the  Wednesday,  yet  that  matters  would  in 
n  few  days  come  to  a  tlecisive  issi-.",  and  that 
he  expected  information  in  a  few  days.     Now 
be  wished  the  House  to  consider  its  situation, 
and  to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  adjourn- 
ing  over  to-morrow.     He  knew  that  on  the 
day  when  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  stated  that 
I>ord  AVhitworth   was  expected  to   have  left 
Paris,  intelligence  had  arrived  to  certain  Mem- 
bers of  that  House,  that  night  while  the  House 
was  sitting  ;  he  had  received  intelligence  him- 
self that   very  night  in  the  Houte,  that  Lord 
Whitworth   had   not  left   Paris,  for  the  truth 
of  which,  if  doubted,  he  could  appeal  to  many 
of  his  friends  about  him.     Now  he  wished  to 
know  how  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  could  be  sure 
th.at   the   decisive   result,    of    which    he   had 
spoken,    would   not  arrive  here  to-morrow  ? 
How  could  he  say  that  such  decisive  result 
might  not  actually  arrive  this  night  before  the 
House  adjourned  ?    Why,  then,   waa  it  too- 


much  to  ask,  that  the  House  should  sit  to- 
morrow, when  the  Minister  would,  according 
to  all  probability,  be  able  to  state  to  the  House 
that  decisive  result  for  which  the  House  and 
the  public  had  so  long  and  so  anxiously 
v/aited  ?  Let  the  House  remark  the  difference 
of  the  situation  now  and  that  of  last  Friday. 
On  last  Friday  the  Minister  told  the  House 
that  no  intelligence  could  arrive  that  night,  an 
assertion  falsified  by  the  event ;  for  intelligence 
did  arrive,  and  at  the  very  same  time  when 
the  Minister  said  there  was  none.  The  Mini- 
ster had  said  to-night,  he  was  glad  the  House 
did  not  sit  on  Saturday  last ;  and  he  seemed 
to  congratulate  the  House  that  it  did  not  as- 
semble ;  and  as  a  Minister  he  seemed  to  ex- 
press a  great  deal  of  desire  to  impress  the 
House  with  an  idea  of  mystery,  and  to  create 
alarm,  for  he  had  expressed  much  apprehen- 
sion from  the  consequences  which  might  have 
followed  if  the  H(mse  had  sitten  on  Saturday. 
What  these  consequences  might  have  been, 
besides  the  public  deriving  infonnation  from 
the  proper  channel,  he  was  unable  to  compre- 
hend. Now  the  House  was  told,  that  inform- 
ation could  not  be  given  to-morrow,  he 
haidly  saw  why  not ;  he  thought  there  was 
every  probabilily  that  the  messenger  would 
arrive  this  night  or  to-morrow  morning.  How 
then  could  the  House  be  said  to  be  in  a  state  in 
which  an  important  communication  might  not 
be  made  to  it  to-morrow  ?  "  No,"  said  the 
Minister — and  v.hy  ?  "  Because,  forsooth,  my 
Lord  Whitworth  is  not  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try." Now  the  House  would  recollect,  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  told  them  last  Friday,  that  all 
the  papers  by  which  information  was  to  be 
conveyed,  were  actually  in  the  press.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know,  as  Ministers  were 
in  possession  of  that  decisive  result  which  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Cient.  talked  of,  why  should  not  the 
anxiety  of  the  House  and  of  the  public  be  re- 
lieved ?  he  could  not  comprehend  that  the  ar- 
rival of  my  Lord  Whitworth  could  be  essen- 
tial for  that  purpose.  But  the  communication 
may  be  such  as  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
might  n(jt  wish  to  lay  too  soon  before  tl.e 
House :  to  which  he  would  answer,  r.ny  in- 
formation was  better  than  suspense ;  and  all 
the  arguments  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, if  indeed  that  could  be  called  argument 
which  consisted  only  of  assertion,  stood  01a 
the  supposition  of  an  unforeseen  result,  which 
he  hoped  was  not  hostile,  but  which  would 
perhaps  lead  to  hostility  ;  but  if  that  decisive 
result  should  be,  wh?t  he  hoped  it  would  be, 
for  our  honour  and  satisfaction,  he  should  not 
think  the  time  of  the  House  misspent  in  wait- 
ing for  such  result.  But  Saturday  was  an  un- 
usual day  for  the  House  to  sit.  He  would  not 
go  over  that  argimient  much  at  length,  but 
he  would  observe,  that  it  was  by  no  means 
uncommon  for  the  House  to  sit  on  a  Saturday, 
for  the  purpose  of  transacting  very  common 
and  ordinary,  and  sometimes  even  private  bu- 
siness..   Upon  these  grounds  he  must  say,  that 
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he  was  not  satisfied  by  what  he  had  htard 
from  the  Minister,  concerning  the  propriciy  cf 
the  iiouse  adjoin-ning  until  Monday.  The 
Rt.  Ken.  Gent,  said  tb.ere  was  no  probability 
of  any  inf nmation  arriving  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jesty to  make  a  comniunication  to  the  House 
to-morrow,  r.nd  that  such  communication 
could  not  be  made  until  m.y  Lord  V/hitworth 
arrived  in  this  country:  if  this  was  the  rule 
by  which  we  were  to  judge,  he  saw  no  reason 
to  conclude  that  we  may  not  be  in  the  same 
situation  next  Friday  as  we  are  at  this  mo- 
tnent. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheql'Er  then 
referred  to  the  Chair,  on  the  subject  of  the 
regularity  of  the  motion  now  before  the  House. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  before  the  debate 
proceeded  any  further,  he  rose  to  say,  that  in 
the  form  of  the  question  proposed  by  the 
Noble  Lord  to  be  put  to  the  House,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  state  to  the  House,  from  his 
own  memory  or  reading,  any  one  instance, 
except  that  of  last  Friday,  of  such  a  motion 
being  offered  to  the  House  in  such  terms,  and 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  consistent  with 
the  orders  and  forms  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
that  the  Hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  stated,  and  stated  truly,  that  on  Monday 
last  he  informed  the  House,  that  probably  the 
discussion  at  Paris  would  be  brought  to  a  de- 
cisive result  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  that 
of  the  following  dj.-/,  or  Wednerday  morning  : 
it  was  perfectly  true  he  had  sjid  so,  and  he 
was  justified  in  expressing  that  conviction,  but 
circumstances  had  occurred  which  did  produce 
some  delay,  but  which  delay  would  be  incon- 
siderable ;  what  these  circumstances  were,  he 
was  sure  the  House  would  not  ask  him  to  dis- 
close, but  it  was  on  those  circumstances  of 
that  delay,  that  he  shoiild  desire  tiie  Noble 
Lord  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  then  move 
that  of  which  he  had  this  night  given  notice. 

The  Noble  Lord's  motion  was  then  with- 
drawn. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved,  "  That  the  House  should  at  its  rising 
*'  adjourn  to  Monday  next." 

Mr.  Henry  Lascelles  said  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  word?,  merely  t»  defend  his  own 
iponsistency  with  rfference  to  the  vote  which 
he  gave  on  Friday  la:  r,  and  to  the  conduct  he 
should  adopt  this  niglit.  When  the  question 
of  adjournment  was  proposed  on  Friday  last, 
].e  gave  his  vote  upon  the  best  judgment  he 
could  exercise  upon  the  merits  of  the  question, 
jand  he  was  still  of  opinion,  that  in  giving  the 
vote  he  did  upon  that  occasion,  he  had  acted 
Consistently  with  his  duty.    With  respect  to 


the  question  now  before  the  House,  he  was 
still  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  that 
the  Houfe  should  sit  to-morrovv',  but,  for  the 
reasons  he  should  give,  he  was  determined  to 
give  no  vote  upon  the  subject.  After  the  vote 
he  g?.ve  on  Friday  last,  he  found  himself  in  a 
situation  he  did  not  expect;  he  had  stated  in 
the  few  (observations  which  he  had  submitted 
to  the  House  upon  that  occasion,  that  it  was 
by  no  means  his  intention  to  prejudge  the  ge- 
neral question,  but  when  he  came  to  vote,  he 
found  himself  voting  with  Gentlemen  who 
were  generally  considered  as  the  systematic 
opposers  of  Government  (Here  there  'was  a- 
cry  of  "  Order'  J — he  meant  that  they  were 
always  in  the  habit  of  opposing  Ministers,  and 
therefore  he  was  sorry  he  had  given  that  vote, 
as  it  might  appear  as  if  he  had,  to  a  certain 
degree,  prejudged  the  question. 

Mr.  Fox  said  he  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in 
consequence  of  some  observations  which  had 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  Gent,  and  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  little  singular,.  The  Hon.  Gent. 
lamented  that  he  had  been  induced  to  vote  on 
Friday  last,  with  those  whom  he  characterized 
as  the  systematic  opposers  of  Ministers ;  but 
as  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  stated,  that  he  had 
voted  upon  the  merits  of  the  question,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  vote  he  had  given  called  for 
such  strong  marks  of  penitence.  If  the  Hon. 
Gent,  felt  such  concern  for  once  voting  with 
the  systematic  opposers  of  Ministers,  he  might 
frequently  be  placed  in  an  unfortunate  situa- 
tion, becatise  whenever  these  systematic  op- 
posers happened  to  agree  in  opinion  with  him, 
he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  not  voting 
for  a  question  which  he  approved,  or  he  must 
vote  in  company  he  did  not  like.  But  how- 
ever unpleasant  the  Hon,  Gent.'s  situation 
would  be  in  that  point  of  view,  it  would  be 
still  more  so  if  he  should  happen  to  take  a  si- 
milar didiice  to  the  systematic  supporters  cf 
Ministers,  for  then  it  would  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  decide  how  he  should  vote. 
The  Hon.  Gent,  had  shewn  much  more  peni- 
tence upon  the  occasion  than  in  his  opinion  it 
required,  because  he  had  deciared,  that  he  had 
voted  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment 
upon  the  merits  of  the  question.  How  such 
a  vote  could  be  a  subject  of  lamentation,  he 
cculd  not  immediately  discover,  because  he 
ahvays  undersSood  that  to  be  the  way  in  which 
Members  of  Parliament  ought  to  vote  upon 
every  question.  But  the  Hon.  Gent,  seemed 
also  to  labour  imder  some  apprehension  that 
he  might  be  supposed  to  have  prejudged  the 
question  ;  how  the  Hon.  Gent,  came  to  enter- 
tain such  an  apprehension,  he  ccnild  not  ima- 
gine, because  there  was  not  one  word  said 
upon  the  question  of  peace  or  war,  in  the  dis- 
cussion  to  which  the  Hon.  Gent,  alluded.  If, 
hov.'tver,  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  prejudged  the 
question  by  his  vote  that  day,  it  would  gratify 
his  curiosity  very  highly,  if  the  Hon.  Gent, 
would  tell  him  on  which  side  he  had  prejudged 
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it,  for  without  some  farther  information  he  !  the  negotiation  until  Lord  Whitworth  arrived 
was  really  unable  to  form  a  guess  upon  the  at  Dover;  but  he  begged  the  House  to  recol- 
subjcct.  Did  the  Hon.  Gent,  apprehend,  that  lect,  that  there  was  another  alternative:  sup- 
by  voting  witii  the  systematic  opposers  of  pose  the  messenger  should  fortunately  bring 
Ministers,  who  v/ere  generally  considered  as  the  intelligence  that  all  the  diffeivnces  were 
strong  advocates  for  peace,  he  might  be  sup-  settled,  wo'ild  it  not  be  material  that  the 
posed  to  have  prejudged  the  question  in  f\\-  House   should  r. ceive   a   comimiMiicaticn  to- 


vour  of  peace?     If  that  was  the  cause  o^'  the 


morrow,  rather  tiian  on  Monday  ?  and  cer- 
tainly it  could  not  be  doubted  that  that  House 
was  the  proper  channel  of  communication  be- 


Hon.  Gent.'s  alarm,  he  had  only  to   h>;ik  at 

some  of  the  compaay  wth  whom  he   voted 

that  day,  and  his  arprehensions  would  vanish,  i  twecn  the  King  and  his  subjects.     He  did  not 

There  were  some  Gentlemen  who  s u  towards  j  mean  to  throw  any  blame  upon  the  Rt.  Hon, 

the  lower  end  of  the  House,  to  v.-hcn,  he  be-  ,  Gent,  but  he  could  not  help  observing  thafhe 

litved,    the  epithtt  of  "  bloodhounds"    had,  !  had  been  mistaken  in  his  expectation  three  or 


in  some  puh-hcation,  been  applied,  who  had 
voted  wiih  him  on  that  occasion,  and  if  they 
were  at  all  on',  able,  h  was  not  from  any  ex- 
traordinary anxieliy  which  they  had  evinced 
for  the  1.;  lintenance  of  pe?.ce.  He  would  not, 
hovrever,  investit  ate  this  subject  any  longer ; 
he  could  only  say,  that  he  was  utterly  unable 
to  conceive  wliat  yvas  the  ground  of  the  Hon. 
Gent.'s  repcnimce.  or  on  which  side  he  had 
prejudged  tl'se  qu;ftioi;:  v.'ith  regard  to  him- 
self, he  should  rr  -ve  his  consistency  by  voting 
in  the  same  way  that  he  had  done  upon  a  for- 
mer occasion. — The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  laid  down  a  principle  to 
which  he  could  by  no  means  accede,  viz.  that 
no  commiunication  could  be  made  to  the 
House  till  Lord  Whitworth  had  arrived.  If 
that  was  a  regular  principle  aUvays  to  be  acted 
upon,  he  could  nut  account  for  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  on  Monday 
last.  He  then  said  that  the  discussions  would 
be  brought  to  an  issue  un  Tuesday  or  Wed- 
nesday, and  that  he  would  be  enabled  to  make 
a  communication  in  a  few  days,  meaning  evi- 
dently in  the  course  of  the  present  week; 
though  supposing  Lord  Whitworth  had  left 
Paris  on  Wednesday  morning,  it  was  not  pro- 
bable that  he  would  reach  London  in  the 
course  of  this  week.  It  was  therefore  pretty 
evident  that  >he  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  was  not  quite 
so  much  attached  to  this  point  of  form  on 
Monday  last  as  he  now  ai)peared  to  be.  The 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  said,  that  circumstances 
had  arisen  which  led  him  to  expect  that  the 
answer  would  not  come  so  soon  as  he  had  ex- 
pected, and  which  circumstances  were  in  some 
degree  the  g'round  of  his  present  mqtion.  He 
could  not  guess  what  those  circumstances 
were,  nor  did  he  wish  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent. 
to  explain  them  if  it  was  improper ;  but  cer- 
tainly if  the  points  in  di?;cussion  were  to  be 
decided  on  Friday,  the  intelligence  might  reach 
this  country  to-night  or  to-inorrow  morning  ; 
and  certainly  if  there  was  any  thing  to  com- 
municate, the  House  ought  to  be  at  its  post 
to  receive  it.  He  did  noi  mean  to  enter  into 
the  question  of  decorum,  but  it  certainly  was 
no  unimportant  matter  that  the  House  and  the 
country  should  know  its  fate  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  peace  or  war  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. It  had  been  said  that  no  communica- 
tion could  be  made  respecting  the  f  upti^ic  of 


four  times :  but  as  it  arose  from  circumstances 
which  he  could  not  foresee,  it  certainly  was 
not  a  ground  upon  which  any  blame  could  be 
attributed  to  him.  With  regard  to  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  Lord  Whitworth's 
departure,  he  was  of  opinion  that  that  Noble 
Lord  had  acted  in  a  most  judicious  manner, 
in  deviating  from  the  instructions  which  it  was 
generally  supposed  he  had  received,  and  he 
could  not  help  hopicg  that  it  might  tend  to  a 
more  favourable  issue  of  the  discussion.  Upon 
these  grounds,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
House  ought  to  meet  to-morrow,  though  he 
should  not  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said  he  should  adopt 
the  same  line  of  conduct,  and  upon  the  same 
grounds,  that  he  had  upon  Friday  last,  viz. 
that  it  v/as  not  usual  to  sit  on  Saturday,  unless 
there  was  public  business  of  great  importance, 
or  even  private  business,  where  the  object  was 
to  have  some  proceeding,  or  to  take  some 
step ;  but  when  it  was  proposed  to  sit  with- 
out the  possibility  of  any  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  he  thought  it  more  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  the  House  that  they 
should  follow  the  usual  course,  and  adjourn 
till  Monday.  His  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  had  n6t 
stated  that  there  was  no  probability  of  any 
communication  to-m.orrow ;  he  had  only  sayl, 
that  there  was  no  probability  of  a  commahb- 
cation  from  his  Majesty:  and  he  did  not  thinlc 
it  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  House, 
that  they  should  depart  fi'om  their  usual  mode 
of  proceeding,  merely  in  the  expectation  of 
receiving  an  oral  comm.unication,  upon  which 
no  proceeding  could  be  had.  It  was  perfectly 
true,  that  since  the  declaration  of  his  Rt.  Hon, 
Friend  on  Monday  last,  a  probability  of  delay 
had  occuned,  bat  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  a 
delay  of  many  hours  ;  it  was  owing  to  circum- 
stances which  it  was  not  necessary  novv'  to  ex- 
plain. The  Hon.  Gent,  had  stated,  that  there 
were  two  alternatives,  and  that  the  issue  might 
be  in  favour  of  peace,  which  might  be  imme- 
diately communicated  to  the  House.  But  even 
In  that  case,  he  was  not  aware  how  any  cffieial 
communication  could  be  m.ade  to  the  House, 
because  he  believed,, though  he  did  not  spealc 
with  perfect  certainty,  that  it  was  not  u«ual 
for  his  M.jcsty  to  communicate  the  result  cf 
any  treaty  that  v/as  cpncludfd  until  it  was 
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actually  ready  to  be  kid  before  the  House.  In 
the  event,  therefore,  of  a  satisfactory  airange- 
ment,  he  did  not  see  that  it  could  lead  to  an 
ofTicial  communication  to-morrow.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  saw  no  possible  bene- 
fit that  could  result  from  sitting  to-morrow, 
thinking,  as  he  did,  that  the  mere  chance  of 
an  oral  communication  was  not  a  ;;ufficient 
ground  to  justify  the  House  in  departing  from 
its  usual  mode  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Martin  (of  Tewkesbury)  said,  he  was 
rlisposed  to  think  favourably  of  the  present 
Ministers  till  he  heard  something  to  induce 
him  to  change  his  opinion.  He  only  wished 
to  ask  them  what  evil  could  result  from  their 
sitting  to-morrow,  and  to  beg  them  to  consi- 
der whether  something  might  not  occur  that 
might  drav/  upon  them  the  displeasure  of  the 
country  and  the  House. 

Dr.  Lawrence  said  a  few  words,  after 
which  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tucfday,  May  17. — (See  Minutes,  p.  814-) 

[Consolidating  customs.] — General 
Gascoyne  rose  to  make  a  few  observations. 
He  did  not  mean  in  any  case  to  object  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  It  was  to  the  tonnage 
duty  being  made  a  permanent  tax  in  time  of 
peace  that  his  objections  principally  applied. 
Under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, and  after  the  communication  which  was 
yesterdTiy  made  to  the  House,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  oppose  the  continuance  of  the 
tax.  He  could  not  help  thinking,  however, 
that  into  any  bill  to  be  formed  on  the  basis  of 
the  schedule  now  before  the  House,  it  v»-ould 
be  highly  expedient  that  the  duty  on  tonnage 
should  not  be  introduced.  It  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  much  better  that  this  should  be 
made  the  tabject  of  a  ^separate  bill,  and  he 
should  hereafter  take  an  opportunity  of  follow- 
ing up  this  suggestion  by  a  specific  proposi- 
tion. There  were  several  parts  of  the  schedule 
on  which  he  meant  to  deliver  his  sentiments  ; 
and  though  he  should  not  oppose  the  present 
motion,  he  legged  it  to  be  understood  that 
he  reserved  to  himself  the  right  of  combating 
their  expediency  on  any  future  occasion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchi-quer  ap- 
pealed to  the  House,  whether  he  had  ever  dis- 
covered any  thing  like  a  disposition  to  prevent 
Members  from  having  a  full  opportunity  to 
consider  the  different  articles  which  the  sche- 
<Iu!e  contained.  It  would  also,  he  was  sure, 
be  admitted  that  he  had  never  pressed  the  dis- 
cussion Vv'hile  the  circumstances  existed  which 
rendered  a  fair  discussion  impossible.  He  felt, 
however,  the  necessity  and  the  propriety  of 
cai  ryin^  through  the  measure  with  all  possible 
fxj  f dition.      This   v,as   necessary,    not    only 


from  a  regard  to  the  recommendation  con- 
tained in  his  Majesty's  speech,  but  that  a 
foundation  might  be  laid  for  another  measure 
of  very  great  importance,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  in  the  previous  part  of  the  ses- 
sion :  he  meant  to  allude  to  the  extension  of 
the  system  of  bonding  and  warehousing,  the 
beneficial  efFects  of  which  had  already  been 
experienced,  and  which  could  not  be  reduced 
to  practice  till  the  previous  measure  was 
adopted.  As  to  the  observations  which  the 
Hon.  Member  had  made  respecting  the  ton- 
nage duty,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  enter 
into  any  detail.  The  Hon.  Gent,  having,  un- 
der the  present  situation  of  the  country,  agreed 
to  withdraw  his  opposition,  it  was  not  parti- 
cularly incumbent  on  hini  to  attempt  a  formal 
justification  of  the  policy  or  the  expediency  of 
the  duty  even  during  the  continuance  of  peace. 
The  Hon.  Meinber  had  thrown  out  a  sugges- 
tion about  the  propriety  of  dividing  the  reso- 
lution respecting  the  continuance  of  this  duty 
from  the  other  parts  of  the  bill,  founded  on 
the  schedule.  This  was  not  the  stage  of  the 
business  in  v.-hich  this  suggestion  could  best 
be  considered  ;  whatever  observations  he  had 
to  oiFer  on  the  subject  would  apply  with  much 
more  effect  on  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
if  the  House  should  suffer  the  bill  to  be  intro- 
duced, or  rather  in  the  committee,  when  the 
different  articles  to  which  the  bill  referred 
would  come  to  be  particularly  considered. 
Gentlemen,  by  consenting  to  go  into  the  com- 
mittee, did  not  pledge  themselves  to  the  ap- 
probation of  any  specific  parts  of  the  schedule. 
All  that  they  did  was  to  admit  the  propriety 
of  the  principle  of  consolidation,  resei-ving  to 
themselves  the  full  right  of  examining  minutely 
the  different  parts  of  a  bill  by  which  this  con- 
solidation was  to  be  effected,  and  proposing 
any  amendment  which  to  them  appeared  the 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  general  object 
with  the  least  possible  inconvenience. 

General  Gascoyne  rose  again,  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  some  information  how  far 
there  was  any  plan  of  applying  a  similar  mea- 
sure of  consolidation  to  the  duties  of  excise, 
and  other  branches  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchfql'ER,  in 
reply,  stated  his  resolution  to  apply  the  same 
measures  to  the  branches  of  the  revenue  to 
which  the  Hon.  Member  alluded.  He  meant 
that  the  measure  should  be  introduced  before 
the  close  of  the  session,  but  he  would  not 
pledge  himself  to  any  particular  period. 

After  a  few  words  of  conversation  between 
Mr.  Dent  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  wc  could  not  overhear  distinctly,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in   a  short  speech,  in 
which  he  touched  on  several  of  the  reost  iai'. 
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portant  alterations  which  the  schedule  pro-!  the  ground  of  any  fair  objection.  On  all  in- 
posed.  Very  considerable  alterations  were  \  digo  imported,  whether  from  the  plantations 
proposed  to  be  introduced  into  the  schedule  i  or  from  the  East  Indies,  there  was  to  be  a  di- 
as  it  now  stood.  As  he  had  formerly  stated  minution  of  the  duty.  To  every  department 
to  the  House,  there  was  intended  to  be  in  |  of  the  dyeing  trade,  this  would  operate  as  a 
many  articles  a  large  addition  of  duty,  and  in  1  very  important  accommodation.  On  cotton 
others,  a  very  considerable  reduction.     It  was    wool  imported,  the  proposed  duty  was  to  be 


meant  that  the  duties  on  wines  in  the  port  of 
London  and  the  out-ports  should  be  equalized, 
and  that  the  duty  should  in  every  instance  be 
similar.  It  was  somewhat  difficult  to  see  what 
were  the  principles  which  had  in  the  first  in- 
stance given  rise  to  the  distinction  of  duties : 
whatever  the  principles  of  this  distinction 
were,  however,  they  did  not  exist  at  the  pre- 
•ent  moment.  It  was  usual  that  in  tlie  port 
of  London  the  duty  on  each  pipe  of  wine 
should  be  i/.  10s.  higher  than  in  the  out-ports. 
Whatever  v/ere  the  circumstances  which  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  this  arrangement,  the 
situation  of  the  country  was  now  such  as  to 
render  its  continuance  unnecessary.  The  con- 
sumption of  wine  was  now  by  much  more  ge- 
neral than  at  any  former  period,  and  the  means 
of  conveying  it  from  the  out-ports  to  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country  were  much  increased.  The 
propriety  of  equalizing  the  duties  had  there- 
fore given  rise  to  the  intended  equalization. 
The  book  of  rates,  in  stating  the  amount  of 
the  duties  payable  on  skins  and  furs,  was  not 
founded  on  any  regard  to  the  real  value  of  the 
articles.  A  change  was  to  be  introduced,  which 
would  remedy  this  inconvenience,  and  make 
real  value  the  standard  of  taxation.     In  the 


one  penny  per  pound.  It  had  formerly  been 
subject  to  a  duty  of  three  halfpence  per  pound  ; 
and  though  he  was  sensible  that  there  wei'e 
objections  to  the  duty  being  laid  on  the  raw 
material  instead  of  the  manufactured  article, 
yet,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
duty  was  to  be  imposed,  was  one  which  ope-^ 
rated  with  the  lightest  pressure.  At  all  events, 
whatever  objections  existed  could  be  urged 
with  much  greater  propriety  when  the  bill 
was  regularly  before  the  House.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  the  importation  of  Bandana  handker- 
chiefs and  silk  lace,  there  was  a  strong  neces- 
sity for  putting  a  check  to  that  system  of  smug- 
gling which  was  the  ground  of  very  general 
complaint.  On  bale  silk  it  was  proposed  that 
there  should  be  a  duty  of  30  per  cent. ;  and  on 
the  article  of  Bandana  handkerchiefs,  of  25 
per  cent,  besides  2  per  cent,  on  warehousing, 
which  was  conceived  to  be  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  the  fair  trader,  as  far  as  that 
could  be  affected  by  positive  duties.  The  du- 
ties on  the  importation  of  hemp  from  America 
and  the  East  Indies  were  to  be  diminished. 
The  difference  with  respect  to  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  would  not  be  a  consideration.     It 


year  1795,  certain  duties  were  imposed  on  the    was  thought  proper,  however,  that  encourage- 


•importation  of  wood ;  these  were  to  be  con- 
tinued, with  the  exception  of  certain  exemp- 
tions, in  favour  of  timber  for  ship-building. 
The  duties  on  the  importation  of  chemical  oils 
were  intended  to  be  increased.  This  increase 
was  founded  on  a  wish  to  give  encouragement 
to  the  use  which  might  be  made  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Spice  Islands.  Since  our  acquisi- 
tion of  Ceylon,  the  quantity  of  spices  which 
might  be  applied  to  thp  purpose  of  obtaining 
essential  oils  was  so  great,  as  powerfully  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  granting  this  encou- 
ragement. On  the  importation  of  diamonds 
and  precious  stones,  there  was  to  be  ifiiposed 
a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ^d  valorem.  On  many 
tinenumerated  articles  of  East  India-  produce 
there  was  to  be  a  reduction  from  71  per  cent. 
to  ao  per  <:ent. ;  and  on  articles  imported  from 
China  the  reduction  was  proposed  to  be  from 
ao9  to  50  per  cent.  The  duties  on  East  India 
calicoes  were  to  be  reduced  from.  125  to  50 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
explained  the  proposed  arrangements  with  a 
degree  of  minuteness  into  which  we  conceive 
it  unnecessary  to  follow  him,  and  therefore  we 
only  profess  to  give  the  general  results.  He 
alluded  to  an  addition  of  two  shillings  to  the 
existing  duty  of  twenty  shiUings  on  East  India 
sugar.  When  the  increase  of  freight  and  other 
favourable  circumstances  were  considered,  he 
tiid  not  tjiink  that  this  was  an  increase  to  be 


ment  should  be  held  out  to  the  importation  of 
this  article,  an  article  at  all  times  of  great  im- 
portance, but  particularly  so  under  the  cir- 
cumstances in  v/hich  this  country  was  likely  to 
be  placed.  On  Italian  wines  it  was  proposed 
that  the  duty  should  be  the  same  as  the  duty 
now  payable  on  port  wine.  On  linen  yarn 
imported  the  duty  was  to  be  sixpence  instead 
of  one  shilling  per  cwt. ;  but  this  was  to  be 
counteracted  by  a  new  adciitional  duty  on  nar- 
row linen  cloths.  As  to  the  duty  on  tonnage, 
after  the  declaration  made  by  the  Hon.  Gent, 
he  thought  it  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  committee  by  going  into  any  minute 
statement  of  the  reasons  which  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  propose  its  continuance,  even  as 
a  permanent  tax,  during  peace.  He  could 
not  help  stating,  however,  for  his  own  satis- 
faction, and  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  that 
the  view  which  he  had  on  a  former  occasion 
given  of  the  flourishing  state  of  the  trade  of 
the  country  was  strictly  consistent  v.'itli  truth. 
The  trade  of  the  country  had  indeed,  for  the 
last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  been  experien- 
cing, whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  a  gradual 
and  constant  increase.  He  was  happy  to  be 
able  to  assert  with  confidence,  that,  duiing 
the  last  year,  the  same  increase  had  been  ob- 
servable. In  proof  of  this,  he  had  only  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  number 
of  British  and  foreign  sliips  wbich  had  durn^ 
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the  last  year  cleared  outwards  and  inwards, 
and  at  the  same  time  advert  to  the  amount  of 
their  tonnage.  The  increase  in  the  number 
of  British  ships  which  had  cleared  outwards, 
was  above  the  preceding  ytar  3275,  a'id  thc 
increase  of  tonnaee  was  414,755.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  decrease  of  forei'^in  shiiiping 
■was  1704,  and  the  decrease  of  tonnage  299,914; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  increase  of  British, 
shipping  which  had  clerred  inwards  was  7,7,,o, 
and  the  increase  of  tonnage  269,245  :  the  de- 
crease in  the  foreign  shipping,  clearing  inwards, 
was  .-5274,  and  the  decrease  of  tonnage  up- 
wards of  344,000.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  into 
any  further  detail  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
but  thought  it  proper  to  put  the  committee 
in  possession  of  these  facts,  in  support  of  his 
former  statement.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  after 
a  few  more  observations,  concluded  with  a 
motion,  the  object  of  which  v/as  to  obtain 
leave  to  bring  m  a  bill  to  accom^phch  the  objects 
stated  in  his  speech. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  May  19. — (See  Minutes,  p. 


') 


[Negotiation.] — Mr.  Grey  said,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  Rt.  lion. 
Gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  to 
grant  the  information  for  which  he  had  applied 
yesterday,  he  now  thought  it  his  duty  to 
bring  forward  a  specific  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  was  not  sorry  fur  the  delay,  as 
from  the  short  attention  he  was  able  to  bestow 
on  the  papers  relative  to  the  late  negotiation, 
which  were  yesterday  laid  before  the  House, 
he  had  discovered  that  there  were  many  points 
in  which  the  information  they  contained  was 
defective.  It  was,  therefore,  his  intention,  in 
order  to  remove  those  defects,  and  to  furnish 
the  House  with  that  ample  knowledge  which 
was  necessary  towards  the  complete  compre- 
hension of  the  important  question  that  was  to 
be  discussed  on  Monday,  to  combine  with  the 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  yester- 
day, a  number  of  other  motions,  in  stating 
and  com.menting  on  whicli,  it  was  by  no  means 
his  wish  to  say  any  thing  that  might  go  to  pre- 
judge the  subject  of  Monday's  debate.  He 
observed,  that  it  was  a  very  strihing  fact,  that 
though  in  his  Majesty's  Declaration  it  was  al- 
leged that  violence  had  been  committed  by  the 
French  upon  the  shipping  and  property  of 
British  subjects,  yet  it  did  not  appear  in  tlie 
course  of  the  papers  yefttrday  presented,  that 
any  redress  or  satisfaction  had  been  obtained 
on  this  point  from  the  French  government, 
nor  indeed  were  the  particular  cases  of  vio- 
lence at  all  described.  This  was  one  of  the 
points  on  which  he  meant  to  make  a  motion, 
for  if  such  violence  had  actuaiiy  taken  place, 
it  was  alone  a  just  ground  of  war:  it  v.as  so 
held  by  that  House  in  the  case  of  Nootka 
Sound.  The  nrst  motion,  therefore,  he  should 
make  would  be,  that  tliere  should  be  laid  be- 


fore the  House,  an  account  of  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence which  had  been  committed  by  the  French 
on  any  British  vessels,  or  other  property,  from 
May  1802,  to  the  ist  of  March  last';  with 
copies  of  any  representations  that  'rnght  hav« 
been  made  on  the  subject  to  the  French  go- 
vernment, togetlier  with  the  answers  thereto. 
The  other  motions  he  proposed  to  submit  to 
the  House  referred  to  the  conduct  of  the  seve- 
ral person^  dispatched  by  France  to  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  this  country  and  Ireland,  under 
the  name  of  commercial  conimissioners,  and 
the  proceedings  of  our  Government  thereon  ; 
the  continuance  of  the  French  troops  in  Hol- 
land ;  the  answers,  if  any  obtained,  to  the  re- 
monsirances  contained  in  the  account  of  the 
negotiations  relative  to  Switzerland ;  the  dif- 
feren.t  orders  given  with  regard  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  since' the  treaty  of  Amiens;  the 
rem.arks  maiie  by  our  Ministers  upon  some 
e::pressions  iii  the  declaration  of  the  state  of 
France,  some  time  since  published  by  the 
French  gnvvrnment,  with  the  replies  thereto. 
Ke  also  wished  that  the  HourC  should  be  in- 
formed whether  it  was  the  fact,  as  generally 
understood,  that  Louisiana  had  been  very 
lately  ceded  to  America.  This  was  material, 
as  it  made  the  relative  situation  of  this  country 
A.-ith  France  much  more  favourable  to  us,  and 
v.as  not  less  in  a  political  than  a  commercial 
view  of  advantage  to  this  country.  There 
were  other  articles  of  information  which  he 
felt  to  be  highly  necessary  previous  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  Mone.ay,  and  he  was  happy  to  hear 
that  an  Hon.  Member  had  given  notice  of  mo- 
tions for  to-morrow  respecting  them.  The 
Hon.  Member  now  canie  to  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  yesterday,  with  re- 
spect to  the  substance  of  the  intelligence  com- 
municated  to  Government  as  to  the  armaments. 
in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland,  which 
were  alluded  to  in  his  Majesty's  message  to 
Parliament  in  the  month  of  March  last.  The 
truth  of  this  statement  it  was  desirable  to  as- 
certain, and  he  worded  the  motion  so  that  it 
coidd  not  be  liable  to  the  common  objection 
of  an  unwiUingness  to  disclose  private  source* 
of  information,  as  no  names  were  called  for. 
Upon  this  point  there  was  not  one  tittle  of  in- 
formation in  the  papers  yesterday  presented, 
except  the  absolute  denial  of  that  assertion  by 
the  French  government,  and  the  .statement 
ttiat  they  had  at  that  time  but  two  frigates  on 
the  coast  of  Holland,  and  three  corvettes  in 
the  port  of  Dunkirk:  such  was  the  descrip- 
tion of  their  considerable  naval  armament, 
which  v.'as  made  the  ground  of  an  alarniing 
message  to  Parliament.  Here  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber took  occasion  to  allude  to  the  observations 
made  of  late  as  to  the  situation  of  our  navy ; 
and  as  the  friend  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, whom  he  much  admired,  he  desired 
an  investigation  of  the  subject :  he  was  sure 
that  Noble  Lord  was  ready  to  meet  it,  and  he 
was  fully  certain  that  he  would  disclaim  the 
petty  subterfuge  taken  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Geat. 
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on  the  Treasury  Bench,  as  to  the  number  of 
ships  which  were  to  be  prepared  at  a  short 
time  after  the  commencement  of  war.  If  that 
Noble  Lord  promised  fifty  sail  of  the  line,  he 
surely  could  not  be  supposed  to  mean  fifty 
hulks  ?  However,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  say- 
ing, notwithstanding  his  regard  for  the  general 
character  of  the  Noble  President  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, that  if  we  had  not  at  present  in  the  East 
and  West  Indies,  and  in  the  Mediterranean, 
fleets  more  than  sufficient  to  encounter  any 
force  which  can  be  brought  against  us,  that 
Noble  Lord  would  deserve  the  severest  pu- 
nishment the  country  could  inflict.  If  so,  and 
that  our  fleets  were  equally  strong  at  home, 
and  he  had  little  doubt  of  the  fact,  we  had  no- 
thing to  apprehend  from  a  military  force 
which  had  not  a  fleet  to  convey  it  to  any  quar- 
ter where  it  might  annoy  us.  After  a  short 
review  of  the  several  motions  which  he  meant 
to  submit  to  the  House,  remarking  on  the  pri- 
vate instructions  said  to  have  been  sent  to  Citi- 
zen Foubert,  the  French  commercial  commis- 
sioner in  Dublin,  directing  him  to  take  the 
soundings  of  that  harbour,  and  upon  other 
parts;  the  account  of  the  negotiation,  where 
no  satisfactory  explanation  seemed  to  have 
been  given  by  the  French  government,  and 
where  several  instances  of  aggression  occurred, 
any  one  of  which,  quite  insulated,  and  uncon- 
nected with  other  proofs  of  a  hostile  mind, 
would  have  formed  a  legitimate  ground  for 
war,  the  Hon.  Member  reverted  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  alleged  armaments  in  the  French 
and  Dutch  ports  in  March  last.  He  quoted 
the  precedents  of  motions  similar  to  that  he 
now  proposed,  which  had  occurred  during 
the  war  of  1756,  and  also  one  in  the  year 
1782,  from  the  words  of  which  he  copied  his 
juiotion. 

The  first  motion  being  put. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  v/ished  the  House  to 
be  particularly  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
tlie  conduct  of  Ministers  in  the  course  of  the 
negotiation  was  not  actuated  so  much  by  a 
view  of  the  facts  alluded  to  by  the  Hon.  Gent, 
v.'ho  had  just  sat  down,  or  indeed  by  any 
single  insulated  act.  They  rested  their  justi- 
fication on  the  production  of  a  body  of  evi- 
dence, tending  irresistibly  to  prove  the  exist- 
ence of  a  hostile  mind  on  the  part  of  France, 
This  he  was  desirous  to  mention,  without 
meaning  to  prejudge  the  question  far  discus- 
sion on  Monday.  The  Noble  Lord  then  went 
over  and  replied  to  the  several  points  touched 
on  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  spoke  last.  As  to 
that  v.'hich  formed  the  subject  of  the  motion 
now  before  the  House,  he  explained  how  it 
was  alluded  to  in  his  Majefty's  Declaration, 
and  contended  that  it  was  quite  misunderstood 
by  the  Hon.  Gent. ;  for  he  appeared  not  to 
have  made  a  just  distinction  between  the  not 
giving  a  proper  satisfaction,  and  the  absolute 
refusal  to  do  so.  Had  the  latter  been  the  case 
in  any  instance,  particularly  with  respect  to 
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the  security  of  our  shipping;  had  such  a  refu- 
sal been  made,  either  in  tlie  conversations  of 
the  First  Consul  with  our  Ambassador,  or  in 
any  official  communication,  most  undoubtedly 
Ministers  would  have  been  bound  to  consider 
it  as  a  ground  for  war;  but  no  such  thing  had 
ever  happened  until  the  final  conclusion  of  the 
negotiation.  To  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  first  motion 
he  should  not  object ;  but  as  to  that  which  re- 
lated to  the  commercial  agents  of  Fi'ance  in 
this  country,  he  observed,  that  the  Hon  Gent, 
had  taken  an  exaggerated  view  of  that  subject. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  many  such  persons 
were  sent  into  this  country,  but  as  they  ap- 
peared in  a  capacity  in  which  they  could  not 
be  recognised,  no  commercial  treaty  being  in 
existence  between  this  country  and  France,  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  saying  that  very  few  of 
them  were  sufFered  to  go  to  the  places  of  their 
destination  ;  and  upon  suspicions  arising  as  to 
the  objects  of  their  mission,  representations 
were  made  to  the  French  government,  and 
several  of  them  were  recalled.  As  to  the  de- 
claration of  the  First  Consul  upon  the  state  of 
France,  which  formed  the  third  of  the  Hon. 
Mem.ber's  motions,  he  would  say,  that  though 
that  paper  presented  a  strong  manifestation  of 
a  hostile  mind  in  the  French  government,  yet  it 
was  thought  more  consonant  with  the  usual 
course  of  diplomatic  transactions,  to  notice  it 
only  by  directing  our  Ambassador  to  refer  to  it 
upon  any  allusion  being  made  in  his  inter- 
course with  that  government  to  the  publica- 
tion in  England.  Switzerland  was  the  fourth 
point  touched  on  by  the  Hon.  Gent.  In  an- 
swer to  the  note  ivrbale  which  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  thought  proper  to  piescntto  the 
French  government  on  that  subject,  they  cer- 
tainly did  not  receive  a  communication  of  the 
same  kind  with  that  given  to  Bavaria  and 
other  powers ;  but  they  were  shewn  by  M, 
Otto  an  ostensible  dispatch,  in  v/hich  was  a 
solemn  assurance  that  the  First  Consul  did 
not  mean  to  invade  the  independence  of  Swit- 
zerland. How  far  that  assurance  had  been 
observed,  it  was  open  to  the  House  and  to 
Europe  to  judge  ;  but  as  to  the  dipatch  itself, 
it  was  a  copy  of  that  which  appeared  about 
the  same  time  in  the  Moniteur  and  other 
newspapers,  under  the  title  of  a  proclamation. 
To  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  motion  respecting  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  he  had  no  objection,  nor 
to  that  either  which  regarded  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  to  America  ;  for  there  was  a  docu- 
ment forthcoming  on  that  transaction  which 
had  lately  been  presented  to  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters by  the  American  ambassador,  and. 
which  confirmed  that  important  fact — a  fact 
which,  though  it  took  place  subsequent  to 
the  close  of  the  negotiation,  was  yet  consider- 
ably promoted  by  onr  conduct  during  its  pro- 
gress. As  to  the  motion  respecting  the  French 
troops  in  Holland,  he  had  to  inform  the  Hon. 
Gent,  that  no  sucli  representations  had  ever 
been  made  to  th  ■  French  government  as  the 
Hon.  Gent,  scenicd  to  imagine,  To  the  last 
^      *Rr 
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motion  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  relative  to  the  intel-  j 
ligence  received  of  the  armaments  referred  to 
in  his  Majesty's  inessage  in  March  last,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  strongly  to  object,  because  he  did 
not  see  any  good  that  could  result  from  the 
motion,  nor  any  necessity  that  called  for  it, 
though  he  was  aware  of  the  evils  which  would 
result  from  such  a  disclosure  of  secret  inform- 
ation; and  those  evils  were  very  manifest,  even 
from  one  of  the  precedents  cited  by  the  Hon. 
Gent.;  for  the  inconveniencies  which  arose 
from  cases  alluded  to  in  1754,  wxve  not  to  be 
forgotten.  The  acquiescence  of  Parliament  in 
that  motion  served  to  break  up  a  channel  of 
private  communication  which  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  this  country,  and  which 
had  subsisted  for  years.  Against  such  conse- 
quences the  House  should  be  particularly 
guarded,  and  before  such  a  danger  were  even 
ri;ked,  a  very  strong  case  indeed  should 
be  made  out.  He  did  not  think  the  grounds 
stated  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  to  be  at  all'of  that 
description,  and  therefore  his  motion  could 
not  be  acceded  to.  It  was  not  upon  the  arma- 
ments in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland  that 
his  Majesty's  INIinisters  meant  to  rely  for  the 
vindication  cf  the  m.essage  referred  to  by  the 
Hon.  Gent,  but  upon  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
conduct  which  distinguished  the  French  go- 
vernment, and  which  was  sufTiciently  exposed 
in  the  papers  presented  yesterday.  It  was  upon 
a  series  of  circum.stances  tending  to  demon- 
strate a  hostile  purpose,  which  convinced  Mi- 
nisters of  the  necessity  for  active  preparation  ; 
for  he  begged  to  call  to  the  minds  of  the  House 
that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  not  the  first 
to  arm  ;  the  First  Consul  preceded  them,  and 
he  prepared  his  troops  v^ith  a  view  to  those 
hostile  objects  which  are  alluded  to  in  his  con- 
versation with  our  Ambassador,  and  also  in  his 
declaration  addressed  to  tlie  Legislative  Body, 
<ujhich  took  place  before  the  ddl'very  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's >nessage.  He  would  ask  whether,  under 
such  circumstances.  Ministers  would  not  have 
been  highly  culpable  if  they  had  neglected  to 
put  the  country  in  a  proper  state  of  defence 
by  calling  out  the  militia,  &c. ;  and  he  would 
also  ask,  whether  such  steps  cf  precaution 
■  could  have  been  consistently  taken  ;  v/hether 
the  militia  could  have  been  called  out,  without 
a  communication  from  his  Majesty  to  Parlia- 
ment i  Such  were  the  motives  wliich  dictated 
the  communication  of  the  Sth  of  March  last ; 
and  to  a  combined  view  of  all  the  existing 
circumstances,  he  trusted  with  confidence  for 
the  proof  of  its  necessity,  and  for  the  justiiica- 
tion  of  Ministers. 

Mr.  Whitbrf.ad  was  sensible  that  the 
House  must  feel  themiselves  much  indebted  to 
his  Hon.  Friend  for  the  motions  he  had  this 
day  brought  forv/ard,  as  they  must  afFord  the 
House  an  opy-ortunity  of  obtaining  more  ample 
and  satisfactery  information  respecting  the 
great  question  which  v/as  so  soun  to  come 
under  their  consideration.    The  Hon.  Gent. 


then  followed  up  the  arguments  urged  by  his 
Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Grey);  he  insisted  that  if 
offensive  expressions  had  been  made  use  of  by 
the  First  Consul  in  his  communication  to  the 
Legislative  Body,  Ministers  had  failed  in  their 
duty  at  the  time  in  not  calling  for  an  explana- 
tion of  those  expressions.  Ministers  had  also 
laid  much  stress  on  the  mission  of  the  com- 
mercial agents  into  the  more  considerable  sea- 
port towns  of  the  empire,  and  on  the  views 
and  projects  which  they  were  comm.issioned  to 
prosecute.  But  the  Noble  Lord  confessed 
that  this  cause  of  complaint  had  been  dene 
away  ;  for,  on  a  representation  of  it  to  General 
Andreossi,  those  agents  wjio  had  already  ar- 
rived were  sent  away,  and  the  ai  rival  of  those 
who  were  preparing  to  come  over  was  sus- 
pended :  this,  in  his  mind,  was  a  satisfactory 
explanation  upon  that  point.  As  to  the  case 
cf  Switzerland,  the  note  verhale  upon  that 
point  was  communicated  both  to  'he  Ministers 
of  our  government  and  to  those  of  the  other 
governments  of  Europe.  But  there  v.'as  ano- 
ther point  upon  which  the- House  must  un- 
doubtedly be  anxious  to  obtain  some  informa- 
tion. The  point  he  alluded  to  Vvas,  what  com- 
munications, if  any,  had  taken  place  since  the 
departure  of  Lord  "VS'hitworlh  from.  Paris,  be- 
tween Mr.  Talbot  and  the  French  government. 
Li  the  present  state  of  the  country,  surely  no 
information  could  be  more  material  or  more 
requisite  for  the  House  to  be  in  possession  of 
before  they  came  to  any  decision  on  the  great 
question.  Now  as  to  the  more  immediate  ob- 
ject of  his  Hon.  Friend's  motion,  viz.  the  ob- 
taining information  respecting  the  armaments, 
their  extent,  destination,  &c.  &c,  said  to  be 
carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Hol- 
land, he  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  danger 
could  be  apprehended  from  granting  such  in- 
formation as  was  called  for,  especially  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  was  moved  for  by  his  Hon. 
Friend.  His  Hon.  Friend  called  only  for  the 
substance  of  that  inforniation  ;  but  it  Vv'as  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ground  of  its  being  dangerous 
to  cut  off  the  sources  of  such  intelligence.  But 
the  House  would,  no  doubt,  recollect  the  dif- 
ference in  such  cases  between  a  time  of  war 
and  a  time  of  peace.  In  time  of  war  it  might 
be  difficult  to  obtain  information,  and  dan- 
gerous even  to  communicate  the  substance  of 
it ;  but  in  time  of  peace,  as  was  stated  by  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer), in  time  of  profound  peace,  when  access 
was  open  to  every  Englishman  to  visit  what 
parts  of  France  he  thought  proper,  to  inspect 
the  ports  of  Boulogne,  Dunkirk,  Cherbcurgh, 
&c.  &c.  how  could  any  objection  be  m.ade  to 
granting  the  substance  of  any  information  that 
might  be  communicated  at  such  a  period  ?  and 
indeed  if  any  danger  was  to  arise  to  the  per- 
sons who  made  the  communication  from  the 
substance  of  the  information  being  laid  before 
the  House,  would  they  not  be  exposed  to  that 
danger  from  the  very  fact  of  that  information 
being  alluded  to  in  his  Majesty's  message  I  Be». 
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sides,  Ministers,  by  the  message  they  brought 
down  from  his  Majesty,  intimated  a  near  and 
great  alarm  ;  and  by  sounding  this  alarm  they 
shut  the  mouth  of  the  House,  and  called  on 
Parliament  to  leave  their  conduct,  under  siicli 
circumstances,' free  and  unembarrassed.  They 
represented  the  preparations  in  the  ports  of 
France  and  Holland  as  not  intended  for  colo- 
nial purposes ;  and  that  during  a  negotiation 
it  was  proper  to  take  every  precaution  against 
their  being  intended  for  any  hostile  project. 
They  might  have  in  view  an  invasion  of  this 
country.  But  in  the  whole  course  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, and  on  the  face  of  the  papers  laid 
before  the  House,  there  was  not  a  single  word 
to  prove  a  meditation  of  such  designs.  It  was 
a  mere  assertion  on  the  part  of  Ministers,  and 
that  assertion  was  flatly  denied  by  the  French 
government.  But  Ministers  say  they  are  re- 
sponsible ;  if  so,  let  them  not  shrink  from 
granting;  the  information  called  for,  and  let 
the  House  go  into  an  examination  of  their 
conduct  on  Monday,  with  all  the  evidence 
before  them  which  can  possibly  be  adduced  to 
explain  and  clear  up  their  conduct. 

Lord  Castlereagh  contended  that  the 
very  aspect  of  the  armaments  carrying  on  in 
the  ports  of  France  and  Holland  rendered  it  a 
duty  in  Ministers  to  bring  down  a  message  of 
the  nature  of  that  which  had  been  delivered 
to  the  House  in  the  month  of  March.  At  first 
it  was  notorious  that  a  great  expedition  was 
preparing  in  the  ports  of  Holland  for  Loui- 
siana. The  message  did  not  assert  that  this 
expedition  was  intended  to  act  hostilely  against 
this  country ;  it  merely  stated  the  fact,  that 
such  an  armament  existed  pending  a  negotia- 
tion ;  and  that  combined  with  the  subsisting 
negotiation,  it  was  the  duty  of  Ministers  to 
make  a  communication  of  it  to  the  House. 
Nor  was  it  only  the  armament  of  Helvoetsluys 
that  Government  had  to  attend  to  ;  if  due  at- 
tention was  paid  to  what  was  observed  by  the 
First  Consul  himself,  it  was  evident  that  ap- 
prehensions might  also  be  rationally  entertained 
of  the  armaments  fitted  out  at  Toulon  and 
other  of  the  southern  ports  of  France,  said  to 
be  intended  for  St.  Domingo,  but  which  af- 
forded the  facility  of  invading  Egypt,  if  such 
had  been  the  First  Consul's  wirh  and  design. 
Were  not  these,  then,  just  subjects  of  alarm  ? 
To  these  armaments  might  be  added  another 
fitted  out  at  Brest  for  the  East  Indies,  all  of 
which,  when  combined  together,  afForded  am- 
ple room  for  precaution  and  for  well-ground- 
ed apprehension  ;  and  unless  a  message  was 
brought  down  to  Parliament  expressive  of  these 
apprehensions,  how  could  the  militia  have  been 
called  out  either  in  this  country  or  in  Ireland, 
in  which  latter  part  of  the  United  Empire 
such  serious  alarms  were  to  be  apprehended  ? 
It  was  therefore,  no  doubt,  the  duty  of  Mini- 
sters to  provide  for  every  exigency.  But  on 
all  these  points  his  Noble  Friend  has  enlarged 
with  so  much  perspicuity,  that  it  was  super- 


fluous for  him  to  travel  over  the  same  ground. 
As  to  the  question  put  by  the  Hon.  Gent, 
whether  Mr.  Talbot  had  not  had  further  com. 
munication  with  the  French  goveranient  after 
Lord  Whitworth  had  quitted  Paris,  he  hid 
only  to  say,  that  no  further  attempt  had  beta 
made  to  carry  on  the  negotiation  after  the  de- 
parture of  his  Lordship,  and  that  Mr.  Talbot 
v/as  only  employed  to  wait  on  M.  Talleyrand, 
while  Lord  Whitworth  was  still  at  Paris  ;  nr- 
thing  had  been  done  subsequent  to  his  leavi:7g 
that  city.  When  the  whole  of  this  important 
matter  came  to  be  m.ore  fully  and  minutely 
discussed,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of 
the  House  on  its  ultimate  result,  he  vras  con- 
fident that  on  one  point  they  would  be  unani- 
mous, viz.  that  Ministers  never  betrayed  any 
wish  to  conceal  their  conduct,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  weie  anxious  to  submit  it  to  the 
severest  parliamentary  ordeal. 

Mr.  WiKDHAM   supported    the  motion   of 
the  Hon.  Gent,  who  introduced  the  discussion, 
with  his  usual  force  and  energy.  He  conceived, 
that  one  important  point  of  mformation  had 
been   already  gained  by  the  discussion,  and 
that  was,   the  declaration  of  Ministers  that  no 
information  had  been  communicated.    A  good 
deal  of  argument  had  been  employed  respect- 
ing those  persons  whom,  under  the  character 
of  commercial  commissioners,  the  French  go- 
vernment had  chosen  to  send  into  this  coun- 
try.    It  was  not  enough  that  remonstrances 
had  been  employed  by  Ministers,  and  that  in 
consequence  of  these  rem.onstrances  they  were 
forced  to  withdraw.     The  House  had  a  right 
to  know  on  what  grounds  they  were   in  the 
first   instance  received  into  the  country ;  for 
alter  they  were  admitted,  it  was  no  sufficient 
cure  for  the  evils  which  their  appearance  might 
have  created,  that  they  should  be  dismissed 
from  the  kingdom.     It  was  a  matter  of  very 
serious  consideration,  that  in  time  of  peace  a 
set  of  men  bad  appeared  in  this  country  pos- 
sessed of  no  definite  character,  but  under  the 
pretence  of  acting  as  commercial  agents  in  the 
absence  of  any  treaty  of  commerce,  acting  as 
spies,  and  employing  themselves  in  collecting 
information  hereafter  to  be  employed  in  faci- 
litating any  plans  of  national  annoyance.    The 
House  were  entitled  to  know  whether  this  had 
ever  been  a  ground  of  remonstrance  on  the 
part  of  Ministers,  and  in  what  manner  these 
remonstrances  had  been  received  by  the  French 
government.     But  passing  from  this  point,  the 
Hon.    Member   adverted   particularly  to   the 
subject  of  the  armaments,  as  described  in  his 
Majesty's  message  delivered  in  March.    When 
peace  or  war  was  to  be  founded  on  these  ar- 
maments, it  was  no  matter  of  light  considera- 
tion.   It  had  been  said  by  a  Noble  Lord  (Lord 
Castlereagh),    that  armaments  were  nothing, 
independent  of  circumstances.    With  this  opi- 
nion he  perfectly  coincided.     But  it  was  not  ' 
to  be  forgotten,  that  in  circumstances  there 
was  nothing  of  peculiar  alarm,  independent 
*Rr  a 
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of  armaments.  The  great  quertion  to  be  con- 
sidered was,  whether  the  armaments  were  such 
as  might  in  all  cases  be  expected  to  exist,  ex- 
tended as  the  military  force  of  France  now 
was  ;  or  whether  they  were  armaments  which 
might  be  pointed  to  any  specific  object,  or 
made  the  ground  of  any  peculiar  alarm  ?  The 
Hon.  Gent,  with  great  acuteness  illustrated 
his  argument  on  this  point :  he  saw  no  reason- 
able objection  against  the  motion  for  ascer- 
taining on  what  grounds  Ministers  had  stated 
the  existence  of  the  military  preparations  in 
the  ports  of  Hcjlland  and  France.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  motion  was  made  for  the  pro- 
duction of  this  information,  met  his  entire 
approbation.  As  nothing  more  than  the  sub- 
stance of  the  information  in  the  possession  of 
Ministers  was  required,  he  saw  no  solid  rea- 
son for  refusing  to  accede  to  the  motion.  It 
was  absurd  to  urge  any  reasons  drawn  from  a 
wish  of  concealing  the  sources  of  this  inform- 
ation. In  a  time  of  peace,  when  there  was 
a  constant  succession  of  ti-avellers  from  all  the 
different  parts  of  France  and  Holland,  an  af- 
fectation of  mysterious  means  of  information 
was  lidiculous.  Whatever  was  necessary  to 
be  known  might  be  disclosed  to  the  House 
without  any  danger.  Ministers  had,  for  a 
very  long  period,  enveloped  the  whole  of  their 
proceedings  in  impenetrable  mystery.  They 
at  length  condescended  to  lay  some  docu- 
ments bef'.ire  the  House  ;  but  no  sooner  did 
any  Member  advert  to  a  blank  in  these  docu- 
ments, than  they  took  shelter  under  the  same 
system  of  mysterious  responsibility.  After 
the  House  and  the  country  had  been  so  long 
famished  for  want  of  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Ministers,  complaint  was  very  na- 
tural when  it  was  attempted  to  satisfy  them 
by  supplies  of  information  furnished  in  so 
scanty  and  unsatisfactory  a  manner.  After 
urging  some  strong  considerations  in  reply  to 
the  last  speaker,  Mr.  Windham  sat  down,  with 
giving  his  hearty  support  to  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  dis- 
claimed, on  the  part  of  Ministers,  every  wish 
to  conceal  any  part  of  their  proceedings.  It 
was  from  a  wish  to  have  their  whole  conduct 
fully  and  faiily  considered,  that  they  had  not 
limited  the  papers  to  the  particular  points  in- 
■  eluded  in  the  late  negotiation,  but  had  referred 
to  all  the  intercourse  betwixt  the  two  govern- 
ments since  the  definitive  treaty.  The  Rt. 
Hrr.  Gent,  in  the  course  of  his  observations, 
went  over  the  grounds  insisted  on  by  two 
Noble  Lords  who  preceded  him  in  the  debate. 
He  illus^trated  and  confirmed  their  s'atements: 
he  endeavoured  to  shew  that  the  expressions 
of  his  Maje  ty's  message  relative  to  the  arma- 
ments in  the  roits  of  France  and  Holland, 
were  ftrictly  justified  by  circumstances ;  and 
that  if  Ministers  had  acted  in  any  other  way 
than  that  which,  they  had  pursued,  they  could 
not  have  aettd  consistently  vvith  the  honour  of 
their  country.    In  corroboration  of  his  state- 


n>cnts,  he  on  several  occasions  referred  to  tL'c 
coHTspondence  betwixt  the  two  governments. 
The  information  required  on  this  subject  could 
answer  no  useful  end.  If  it  was  too  general, 
it  could  not  be  applicable  to  the  purpose  which 
was  intended.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
too  particular,  it  might  disclose  sources  of  in- 
formation which  it  was  important  to  conceal. 
He  descanted  on  all  the  topics  touched  on  by 
former  speakers  at  some  length,  and  concluded 
by  declaring,  that  whatever  reasonable  degree 
of  information  was  required,  should  not  will- 
ingly be  withheld. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Fr'ulajy  May  to. — (See  Minutes,  p^  2l5.) 

[Negotiation. 3 — Lord  Boringdon  be- 
gan by  stating,  that  from  the  very  candid  man- 
ner in  which  his  Noble  Friend,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  had  declared  his  wish  to  furnish  the 
House  with  any  information  that  could  be 
deemed  necessary  to  the  full  comprehension 
of  the  subject  which  stood  for  discussion  on 
Monday  next,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  mo- 
tions he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  House 
would  be  acceded  to,  if  Ministers  thought  it 
consistent  with  their  duty  to  grant  the  informa- 
tion which  these  motions  sought  for  ;  and  if 
they  did  not  think  so,  he  confessed  that  he 
would  feel  very  unwilling  to  press  them.  He 
stated,  that  the  motions  he  meant  to  propose 
would  comprehend  the  attacks  alleged  to  have 
been  made  on  British  shipping,  from  the  sig- 
nature of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  up  to  the  8th 
of  March  last,  with  the  proceedings  of  Mi- 
nisters thereon,  and  the  consequences;  also 
an  account  of  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  upon  the  arrest  and  interrogation  of 
Capt.  D'Auvergne  ;  and  as  he  imderstood  that 
a  projet  had  been  presented  by  Lord  Whit- 
worth  to  the  French  Minister,  immediately 
previous  to  his  departure  from  Paris,  demand- 
ing the  possession  of  Malta  in  perpetuity,  and 
directing  the  contrc-pr^ijct,  if  any  should  be 
delivered,  to  be  given  to  his  secretary,  who 
would  remain  behind  him  to  receive  it,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  any  such  contrc-projet 
had  been  received  by  Ministers  ;  and  if  it  had 
been  received,  he  thought  it  would  be  highly 
proper  that  it  should  be  laid  before  the  House, 
as  certainly  the  last  step  in  any  negotiation  was 
the  most  essentially  necessary,  in  order  to 
enable  men  to  form  a  correct  judgment,  with 
respect  either  to  the  policy  or  necessity  of 
breaking  off  that  negotiation. 

Lord  Pelham  expressed  his  readiness 
to  concur  in  the  first  motion  ;  but  with  re- 
spect to  the  arrest  of  Capt.  D'Auvergne,  he 
confessed  he  was  unable  to  form  any  decided 
opinion,  until  he  should  have  examined  the 
papers  concerning  it :  he  however  assured  the 
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Noble  Lord  that  he  should  come  down  on 
Monday  ful'y  prepared  to  give  the  House  a 
satisfactory  answer  upon  that  subject.  With 
regard  to  the  third  point  alluded  to  by  the 
Noble  Lord,  he  had  to  state  that  no  such 
■contre-projet  as  that  described  had  ever  been 
received.  It  was,  however,  a  fact,  that  com- 
mur.ications  had  been  had  from  France  since 
the  departure  of  Lord  Whitworth  from  Paris; 
but  they  were  of  a  secret  unofficial  kind,  and 
he  cautioned  the  House  against  entertaining 
any  hope  that  they  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
could  at  all  lead  to  form  the  basis  of  a  nego- 
tiation. They  were  not  indeed  by  any  means 
entertained;  and  as  they  could  not  tend  to  any 
proceeding,  they  were  not,  of  course,  such 
documents  as  it  would  be  proper  to  lay  before 
their  Lordships. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  was  happy  that  the 
Noble  Secretary  of  State  had  agreed  to  the 
proposition  relative  to  the  outrages  said  to 
have  been  committed  on  our  shipping ;  but 
he  objected  to  the  Noble  Secretary's  purpose 
to  postpone  the  information  applied  for  as  to 
Capt.  D'Auvergne,  to  Monday  next ;  for 
surely  it  would  then  be  too  late  to  communi- 
cate information  so  immediately  connected 
with  a  subject  which  was  fixed  for  discussion 
on  that  day.  He  conceived  that  the  Noble 
Secretary  should  either  adhere  to  what  he 
could  now  state  on  that  point,  or  he  should 
propose  the  adjournment  of  the  discussion, 
which  stood  for  Monday,  to  some  future  day, 
in  order  to  give  farther  time  for  consideration. 

Lord  BoRiNGDON  said,  that  he  felt  so 
forcibly  the  propriety  of  the  reasons  stated  by 
his  Noble  Friend,  with  regard  to  the  two  othei 
motions  he  had  intended  to  submit  to  the 
House,  that  he  ceitainly  should  not  persist  in 
proposing  them. 

Earl  FiTzwiLLiAM,  after  some  observa- 
tions on  the  defects  which  appeared  to  him  in 
the  information  afforded  by  the  papers  pre- 
sented to  the  House  on  Wednesday  last,  stated 
several  motions  which  he  wished  to  propose 
for  obtaining  farther  information.  Those  mo- 
tions he  described:  they  were  precisely  the  same 
as  those  moved  for  the  preceding  day  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  with  the  addition 
of  two  motions  relative  to  the  interference  of 
France  in  the  Ionian  republic,  and  the  con- 
duct of  Ministers  by  written  representation, 
or  otherwise,  in  consequence  thereof;  and 
also  the  representations,  if  any,  which  Mi- 
nisters may  have  made  against  the  spirit  of 
aggrandizement  which  France  had  manifested 
on  the  continent,  together  with  the  replies 
thereto. 

The  Noble  Earl's  first  motion  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  respecting  the 
pd'scvis  sent  into  this  country  by  France,  un- 


der the  denomination  of  commercial  agents, 
being  put. 

Lord  Pel  HAM  rose,  and  recited  the  several 
motions  which  the  Nobie  Earl  had  announced 
his  intention  to  bring  forward,  commenting 
on  each.  Upon  those  which  we  have  al- 
ready refen-ed  to,  as  forming  the  subject  of 
debate  the  preceding  day  in  the  other  House, 
he  gave  the  same  explanation  as  that  delivered 
by  his  Noble  Colleague  (Lord  Hawkesbury); 
but  as  to  the  conduct  of  Ministers  upon  the 
interposition  of  France  in  the  afiairs  of  the 
Ionian  republic,  he-  refen-ed  the  Noble  Earl 
to  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Nego- 
tiation already  before  the  House ;  and  as  to 
the  representations  made  respecting  the  spirit 
of  aggrandizement  manifested  by  France  on 
the  continent,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper, 
which  he  wms  directed  by  his  Majesty  to  lay- 
before  the  House,  and  which  he  supposed 
would  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  Is''oble 
Earl's  motion  :  it  was  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Lord  Whit- 
w'orth,  immediately  on  his  leaving  this  coun- 
try, directing  him  to  watch  with  peculiar  care 
any  spirit  of  aggrandizement  which  might  be 
manifested  by  the  French  government  after  his 
arrival  in  France,  and  to  take  proper  notice 
of  any  evidence  of  that  spirit  which  might 
have  occurred  since  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  As 
to  the  Noble  Earl's  proposition  for  an  account 
of  the  nature  of  the  intelligence  upon  which 
the  assertion  in  his  Majesty's  message  of 
March  last,  respecting  the  French  and  Dutch 
armaments,  was  founded,  it  was  unnecessary  to 
the  question  fixed  for  consideration  on  Mon- 
day, and  impolitic  to  grant — unnecessary,  be- 
cause it  was  matter  of  notoriety,  that  there 
was  at  the  time  quite  enough  of  armaments 
then  preparing  to  warrant  the  assertion  in  his 
Majesty's  message  :  for  there  were  then  nearly 
in  readiness,  French  armaments  for  the  East 
Indies,  Louisiana,  and  St.  Domingo,  which, 
I  though  ostensibly  intended  for  legitimate 
1  objects,  might,  in  the  then  state  of  discussions 
i  subsisting  between  the  two  governments,  be 
j  converted  to  very  hostile  purposes :  of  this  it 
j  was  reasonable  to  entertain  apprehension. 
The  intelligence  sought  for,  however,  upon 
j  this  subject,  it  would  be  impolitic  to  giant, 
;  because  it  would  be  to  endanger  the  loss  of  an 
:  important  source  of  private  information. 

Earl  Carlisle  admitted  the  importance 
and  necessity  of  the  inft)rmation  being  ob- 
tained, which  the  Noble  Earl's  motions  sought 
for;  and  so  convinced  was  he  of  that  neces- 
sity, that  he  intended  to  submit  motions  of 
precisely  the  same  nature  to  the  House  at  a 
future  day,  but  he  conceived  them  quite  un- 
necer.sary  towards  ei-iabliiig  their  Lordships  to 
decide  upon  the  subject  fixed  for  consideration 
on  Monday  ^cxt ;  from  wliich  it  was  highly- 
desirable  to  exclude  all  matter  not  strictly  rc' 


1627] 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES.— [May  20.] 


[r6zg 


levant,  lest  it  shoilki  tend  to  prevent  that  ima- 
nimily — [^  cy  of  Hear  !  hear  !'\ — which  he 
hoped  and  trubted  would  prevail  on  that  oc- 
casion. That  nothing  collateral  should  be  in- 
-troduced  was  his  wish  ;  but,  no  doubt,  when 
the  conduct  of  Ministers  came  to  be  examined 
— wh.en  the  question  should  be  discussed, 
whether  they  had  acted  so  as  to  maintain  the 
digniiy  and  secure  the  interests  of  the  country, 
then  indeed  the  information  which  the  Noble 
Lord  had  now  in  vievr  would  be  material. 
With  respect  to  the  armaments  alluded  to  in 
his  Majesty's  message  of  March  last,  he  would 
say,  that  if  Ministers  had  meant  merely  the 
armaments  referred  to  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  the  grounds 
of  that  alarming  message,  and  of  calling  out  the 
militia,  such  a  conduct  was  so  culpable,  that 
they  ought  to  have  accompanied  it  bya  proposal 
for  a  bill  of  indemnity.  This,  however,  with 
other  circumstances  of  their  administration, 
would  be  hereafter  brought  before  the  House  ; 
but  in  the  present  instance  he  deprecated  any 
thing  that  could  lc:id  to  discussion,  or  to  damp 
that  zeal  upon  which  his  Majesty,  in  his  gra- 
cious Declaration,  expressed  his  reliance  for 
upholding  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  Crown, 
and  for  asserting  and  maintaining  the  rights 
and  interests  of  his  people. 

Lord  Hob  ART  said,  that  he  felt  the  utmost 
pleasure  in  the  declaration  which  the  Noble 
Lord  had  just  made,  respecting  the  unanimity 
which  was  so  very  desirable  in  the  discu:'sion 
of  Monday  next,  and  he  hoped  that  Parlia- 
ment and  the  people  would  ever  feel  a  com- 
mon interest  in  the  maintenance  of  a  public 
cause,  particularly  one  of  a  nature  so  import- 
ant as  that  which  was  appointed  for  considera- 
tion on  Monday.  With  regard  to  the  threat- 
ened inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Ministers, 
he  would  observe,  that  whenever  the  day  of 
investigation  should  come,  he  could  assure  the 
Noble  Lord  that  they  were  perfectly  ready  and 
willing  to  meet  it.  He  was  not  so  confident 
as  to  say,  that  their  conduct  was  vnthout  any 
faults ;  but  under  all  the  difficulties  of  their 
situation  (and  difficulties  perhaps  unprece- 
dented in  cur  history  they  had  to  encounter), 
he  was  quite  certain  that  they  would  be  found 
to  have  been  unii'ormly  actuated  by  the  best 
intentions  towards  the  honour  of  their  Sove- 
reign and  the  safety  of  their  country. 

Earl  FiTZWiLLiAr/i  expressed  himself  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation  of  the  Noble  Lord 
(Pelham)  as  to  the  conduct  of  Ministers  to- 
wards the  soi-disant  commercial  commission- 
ers, and  said  he  should,  v.ith  the  consent  of 
the  House,  propose  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
As  to  the  increased  armaments  of  France,  he 
took  occasion  to  observe,  that,  though  so 
much  talked  of,  they  were  incapable  of  injur- 
ing us,  unless  the  statcm.ent  as  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  conveying  an  army  under  the  sea 
to  invade  this  country,  was  to  be  attended  to. 


Of  this,  however,   he  had   no  apprehensiono 
(A  laugh.) 

The  motion  being  withdrawn,  and  a  motion 
as  to  the  representations  made  by  Ministers 
respecting  the  French  troops  in  Holland,  being 
proposed  and  read, 

Earl  Stanhope  rose  to  disclaim  having  ever 
stated  any  thing  which  could  warrant  the  in- 
ference drawn  by  the  Noble  Earl  who  had 
spoken  last.  The  idea  was  quite  absurd. 
What  he  said  on  a  former  occasion  referred 
solely  to  the  celebrated  project  of  Fulttm,  the 
American,  and  which,  to  save  his  own  life,  he 
was  obliged  to  communicate  to  the  French 
government.  The  intelligence  of  this  fact  he 
had  from  seven  difPerent  sources;  and  in  order 
to  save  the  lives  of  his  fellow-men,  ai'd  to 
save  the  fleet  of  his  country,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  mention  the  scheme  in  that  House, 
as  Ministers  had  made  no  endeavour  to  inquire 
into  it ;  though  he  could  assure  the  House 
there  were  many  scientific  and  professional 
men  who  were  of  opinion  that  this  plan  was 
practicable  ;  and  there  were  three  Noble  Lords 
in  that  House,  among  the  friends  of  Ministers, 
who  otFered  to  investigate  the  plan,  if  called 
upon  by  them.  It  was  properly  a  subject  for 
private  consideration  ;  but  if  Ministers  did  not 
think  proper  to  seek  for  knowledge  in  this 
way,  he  would  certainly  bring  the  business  be- 
fore the  House  and  the  public. 

Lord  BoRiNGDON  rose  to  order,  and  begged 
that  the  Noble  Lord  might  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House. 

Lord  Stanhope  asserted,  that  he  knew  the 
orders  of  the  House  at  least  as  well  as  the 
Noble  Lord,  but  he  was  aware  of  the  Noble 
Lord's  reasons  for  interrupting  him — he  was 
unwilling  to  go  into  the  investigation. — (A 
laugh.) 

Earl  Spencer,  after  expressing  his  unwill- 
ingness to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by- 
adverting  to  the  subject  of  the  Noble  Lord's 
observations  who  had  just  sat  down,  declared 
that  he  cordially  concurred  in  the  sentiments 
of  his  Noble  Friend  (Lord  Carlisle)  as  to  the 
propriety  of  avoiding  any  topic  that  could 
produce  the  least  dissension  in  the  vote  of 
Monday  next — a  vote  which  must  so  m.ate- 
rially  concern  the  best  interests  of  the  state. 
He  therefore  confidently  trusted  that  unani- 
mity would  prevail;  and,  in  his  judgment, 
there  were  more  than  sufficient  grounds  in  the 
papers  already  before  the  House,  to  justify 
that  confidence,  to  induce  their  Lordships  to 
accede  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  measures 
to  vindicate  the  insulted  consequence  of  the 
counti-y.  No  further  information  appeared  ne- 
cessary upon  that  head  ;  but  the  case  was  dif- 
ferent with  respect  to  the  system  which  Mi- 
nisters had  pursued.     He   wished,    however, 
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that  those  two  great  questions  should  be  kept  ' 
<]uite  distinct,  namely,  the  one  as  to  the  deli- 
beration <ind  judgment  of  the  House  upon  the 
cause  of  the  country,  with  respect  to  France; 
and  the  other  as  to  the  cause  of  the  country, 
with  respect  to  Ministers.  These  were  topics 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  quite  distinctly 
considered*,  and  the  motions  of  the  Noble 
Earl  on  the  floor  seemed  to  him  more  pro- 
perly to  belong  to  the  latter  question,  than  to 
that  which  stood  for  discussion  on  Monday. 

Lord  Pelham  agreed  with  the  Noble  Earl 
who  had  just  sat  down,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
.separating  the  two  questions  to  which  he  had 
alluded  ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  Noble  Earl's 
motions,  though  som.e  of  the  information 
they  applied  for  did  not  appear  at  all  neces- 
sary to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the  subject 
of  Monday's  debate,  and  therefore  he  objected 
to  them,  yet,  with  reference  to  the  other  objects 
alluded  to  by  the  Noble  Lord  who  had  spoken 
last,  he  should  most  probably  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  adopt  a  different  line  of  conduct,  and 
therefore  he  would  recommend  the  Noble 
Earl,  according  to  the  suggestions  of  these 
Noble  Lords,  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present,  and  in  all  likelihood,  by  the  time  the 
intelligence  he  wished  for  might  be  neces- 
sary, his  object  would  be  answered  through  a 
private  conference ;  and  if  not,  perhaps  the 
paper  he  was  just  about  to  lay  before  the 
House  would  enable  the  Noble  Earl  to  frame 
his  motions  in  a  more  satisfactory  way. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  he  could 
not  conceive  of  what  stuff  that  man's  mind 
must  be  made,  who  would  hesitate  in  de- 
ciding, from  a  review  of  the  papers  on  the 
table,  what  course  the  country  ought  to  pur- 
sue for  preserving  its  honour  and  security. 
Some  Noble  Lords,  indeed,  were  free  to  ad- 
mit, that  the  act  of  Government,  in  this  in- 
stance at  least,  stood  upon  good  grounds ; 
but  laying  his  claim  to  a  candid  consideration 
of  the  v/hole  of  the  proceedings  of  Admi- 
nistration, he  had  no  difficulty  in  stating  that 
they  would  be  found  to  stand  upon  justifiable 
grounds. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Lord  Pelham  presented  the  paper  which 
the  Noble  Lord  had  described  in  his  speech  as 
the  copy  of  instructions  to  Lord  Whitworth  ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  20. — (See  Minutes,  p.  814.) 

[Militia.]  —  The  Secretary  at  War 
rose,  pursuant  to  a  noiice  which  he  had  given 
yesterday  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  more  speedy  completing  of  the  mi- 


litia, and  for  making  several  amendments  in 
the  acts  for  that  purpo  e.  The  principal  ob- 
ject of  the  intended  bill  was  to  complete  the 
quotas  of  the  different  counties,  and  to  facili- 
tate the  means  of  calling  out  the  supplemen- 
tary militia,  should  his  Majesty  think  fit  to 
have  that  measure  adopted.  Although  he  had 
the  satisfaction  to  mention  that  the  adoption 
of  the  measure  proposed  last  session  had  pro- 
duced great  effect,  and  that  nearly  four  fifths 
of  the  militia  were  already  assembled  ;  yet  he 
could  not  disguise  it  from  the  House,  that  there 
were  still  many  deficiencies  to  be  made  up  in 
several  counties.  These  he  was  sure  the  House 
would  see  the  necessity  of  filling  up  without  ~ 
delay :  there  would  consequently  be  a  clause 
in  the  bill,  empowering  the  Deputy  Lieute- 
nants of  counties  to  proceed  forthwith  to  fill 
up  those  vacancies,  without  any  reference  to 
their  cause.  As  the  law  now  stood,  vacancies 
caused  by  desertion  could  not  be  filled  up  till 
three  months  had  elapsed  ;  but  he  should  pro- 
pose so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  cause  such 
vacancies  to  be  filled  up  within  the  space  of 
one  month.  He  should  also  propose  a  clause, 
empowering  the  commandants  of  regiments 
of  militia  to  report  the  vacancies,  and  the  ma- 
gistrates to  levy  the  penalties  that  might  be 
incnrred,  at  every  quarter  sessions.  Several 
abuses  had  crept  into  the  enrolment  of  men 
for  the  m.ilitia,  which  it  was  essential  to  cor- 
rect ;  and  if  the  measure  proposed  appeared 
to  be  a  strong  one,  the  House,  upon  reflec- 
tion, would  see  that  it  was  not  stronger  than 
the  nature  of  the  case  required.  It  might 
also  happen  that  his  Majesty  would  issue  a 
proclamation,  calling  in  deserters  from  the 
militia,  in  like  manner  as  deserters  from  the 
army  are  invited  to  return.  Those  who  should 
return  within  a  given  time  would  be  free  from 
the  penalty  they  had  incurred,  while  those 
who  refused  to  return  with.in  the  time  limited 
would  be  punished  as  they  deserved,  and  a 
description  of  their  persons  published  all  over 
the  kingdom,  while  the  magistrates  would  be 
enjoined  to  aid  and  assist  in  causing  such  per] 
sons  to  be  arrested.  Towards  facilitating  the 
enrolment  of  the  supplementary  militia,  there 
would  also  be  a  clause  in  the  bill  similar  to 
that  introduced  during  the  last  war,  for  ad- 
mitting men  of  five  feet  two  inches;  and 
should  the  course  of  hostilities  make  it  ne- 
cessary to  embody  the  supplementary  militia, 
his  Majesty  should  be  empowered  so  to  do 
without  being  under  the  necessity  of  calling 
Parliament  together.  He  should  also  propose 
that  all  seamen  who  may  be  serving  in  the 
militia  might  be  turned  over  to  the  navy,  and 
that  they  should  be  replaced  by  substitutes, 
provided  at  the  public  expense.  These  were 
the  general  outlines  of  the  bill,  which,  when 
duly  examined,  he  trusted  the  House  would 
agree  to,  though  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
might  in  some  in:.tances  appear  rather  strong. 
They  were  not,  however,  stronger  than  the 
nature  of  the  case,  and  of  the  circumstancej^ 
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that  called  for  it.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  con- 
cluded with  moving  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  speedy  completing, 
&c.  the  enrolment  of  the  militia. 

Col.  Porter  asl-  ed  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  if 
he  did  not  intend  to  propose  some  mode  for 
preventing  the  frauds  that  were  so  frequently- 
practised  by  persons  chosen  to  serve  in  the 
militia  ? 

The  Sfcretary  at  War  replied,  that  it 
was  intended  to  propose  an  oath  similar  to 
that  prescribed  by  the  mutiny  act  for  recruits 
for  the  army.  A  man,  for  instance,  should 
be  examined  on  oath  with  regard  to  his  resi- 
dence, the  number  of  his  family,  and  whether 
he  was  enrolled  in  any  other  corps  of  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Windham  highly  disapproved  of  the 
multiplication  of  oaths.  He  did  not.  think 
that  men's  consciences  were  strengthened,  like 
their  bodies,  by  hard  and  frequent  exercise. 

Mr.  Buxton  wished  that  persons  serving 
in  the  militia  should  be  made  to  declare  upon 
oath  to  what  parish  they  belonged. 

Sir  W.  Elford  said,  it  would  prevent  great 
inconveniencies  and  much  injustice  to  declare 
in  the  first  instance  upon  what  plea  they 
grounded  an  exemption  from  serving  in  the 
mihtia. 

The  Secretary  at  War  observed,  that  the 
idea  started  by  the  Hon.  Bart,  had  not  escaped 
bim,  and  that  a  clause  would  be  introduced 
-  to  that  effect. 

The  question  was  then  put  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill,  and  agreed  to. 


[The  negotiation.]  —  Lord  Hawkes- 
BURY  presented  the  papers  which  were  or- 
dered yesterday,  pursuant  to  the  motions  made 
by  Mr.  Grey.  In  presenting  them,  his  Lord- 
ship took  an  opportunity  of  observing,  that 
though  a  variety  of  memorials  that  may  have 
been  presented,  complaining  of  violence  of- 
fered to  the  property  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, were  not  as  yet  arrived  in  this  country, 
there  were  sufficient  documents,  however,  now 
on  the  table  to  answer  the  purpose  which  in- 
duced the  Hon.  Gent,  to  move  for  them. 
There  were  also  among  them  the  papers  that 
related  to  tke  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to 
the  cession  of  Louisiana.  In  addition  to  the 
papers  moved  for,  he  had  also  laid  upon  the 
table,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  a  copy  of 
a  dispatch,  which  proved  that  no  actual  re- 
monstrance had  been  made  to  the  French  go- 
vernment respecting  the  French  troops  occu- 
pying Holland,  but  merely  an  instruction  to 
Lord  Whitwort.^  respecting  the  manner  he 


should  observe,  and  the  language  he  should 
hold,  when  discussing  that  point  with  the 
French  government. 

Mr.  Grey  thought  that  the  dispatches  al- 
luded to  should  be  printed,  together  with  the 
other  papers  already  ordered  by  the  House. 
Perhaps  they  might  enable  the  House  to  judge 
of  the  nature  of  the  violence  offered,  and  of 
the  remonstrances  which  that  violence  must, 
no  doubt,  have  drav/n  from  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters. If  any  other  papers,  containing  fur- 
ther and  more  satisiactory  infoimaticn,  could 
possibly  be  laid  before  the  House,  he  readily 
trusted  to  the  Noble  Lord's  candour  to  pro- 
duce them.  The  dispatch  ordeied  by  his  Ma- 
jesty is  said  to  relate  to  representations  made 
respecting  the  continuance  of  French  troops 
in  Holland,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  in  direct  violation  of  solemn  treaties. 
As  that  was  made  a  principal  cause  of  com- 
plaint, surely  there  must  exist  some  official 
document  as  to  the  answers  made  to  those  com- 
plaints. Lord  Whitworth  had  undoubtedly 
obeyed  his  instructions  in  making  the  repre- 
sentations prescribed  to  him,  and  must  have 
conveyed  to  Ministers  the  ansv.-ers  that  were 
made  to  them.  Of  these  answers  Ministers 
must  surely  be  in  possession.  But  it  appears 
from  the  case,  as  it  was  stated  last  night,  that 
many  points  have  been  confined  to  verbal  com- 
munications, and  these  have  not  been  reduced 
to  any  official  form  :  yet  most  undoubtedly  it 
was  material  to  know  v^'hat  passed  here  between 
his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Am- 
bassador from  the  French  republic ;  for  with- 
out that  knowledge,  how  could  a  fair  and  ade- 
quate judgment  be  formed  of  the  conduct  and 
issue  of  the  negotiation?  The  Noble  Secretary 
of  State  must  greatly  increase  his  responsibi- 
lity, if,  for  points  of  such  magnitude,  he 
trusted  merely  to  his  memory,  without  com- 
mitting them  to  something  in  the  form  of  an 
official  record.  Might  they  not  be  laid  before 
the  House  in  that  shape  ?  The  Noble  Lord 
should  endeavour  to  hit  upon  some  mode  of 
submitting  the  tenoiir  of  these  conversations  tQ 
the  House.  .  . 

Lord  Hawkesbury  observed,  that  what 
was  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  appeared  to 
him  wholly  new,  and  had  never  yet  occurred, 
as  far  as  he  could  recollect.  As  to  the  general 
course  of  the  negotiation,  it  was  pretty  well 
knovvn  that  it  was  tarried  on  at  Paris,  and  not 
here.  No  doubt  frequent  conversations  were 
carried  on  in  London  between  himself  and  the 
French  Ambas;-ador,  in  which  he  took  an  op- 
portunity to  insist  on  the  justice  of  our  de- 
mands, that  the  French  Ambassador  might 
repeat  these  conversations  to  his  govtrnnient. 
But  the  principal  scat  of  that  negotiation  was 
Paris ;  and  indeed  it  could  not  be  carried  on 
both  there  and  in  London,  without  producing 
the  greatest  confusion.  The  preliminaries 
were  negotiated  here,  and  he  was  ready  prci 
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pared  to  produce  all  the  docamcnlsrospecling  ]  their  mind  on  the  great  question  that  was  tlien 
that  negotiation,  in  case  it  had  faik  d.  j  to  come  before  thein. 


Mr,  Grey  said,  he  understood  the  Noble 
Lord  to  say  that  there  were  no  written  re- 
presentations respecting  the  continuance  of 
the  French  trpops  in  Hcilaiu!.  Was  lie  there- 
fore to  understand  thnt  these  uiuvrilcen  repre- 
sentations took  place  here  ?  If  so,  some  ac- 
count of  them  might  in  one  shape  or  other  be 
laid  before  Parliament. 

Lord  Hawkfsbury  contended,  that  in 
what  he  had  said  he  meant  no  reference  to 
Holland,  but  to  the  consuls,  or  commercial 
agents,  to  whom  allusion  was  made  last  uiglit. 

Mr.  Grev  then  moved,  that  the  papers  no\v 
presented  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  of  the  highest 
importance  that  the  House  should  be  in  pos- 
session of  every  possible  information  th  \t  could 
enable  them  to  come  duly  prepared  to  tlie 
discussion  of  the  great  question  that  was  to 
be  submitted  to  them  on  Monday  next.  But 
to  him  it  appeared  frivolous  to  have  any  addi- 
tional papers  printed,  unless  sufficient  time 
•was  allowed  attentively  and  carefully  to  pe- 
ruse them,  which  could  not  be  the  case  if  the 
discussion  took  place  on  Monday.  In  his 
mind  it  was  not  so  useful  to  come  to  the  dis- 
cussion expeditiously,  as  to  come  to  it  with 
minds  fully  prepared  to  give  the  question  a 
thorough  and  complete  investigation.  To  that 
end  he  ventured  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
deferring  the  discussion  till  Wednesday.  He 
should  now,  however,  beg  leave  to  ask  whe- 
ther Mr.  Talbot  still  continued  at  Paris,  and 
whether  M.  Port.dis  had  left  London  ?  Many 
reports  were  abroad  on  this  subject,  respect- 
ing the  truth  of  which  it  was  essential  the 
public  should  be  informed. 

Lord  IIawkbsbury  had  received  no  au- 
thentic account  of  Mr.  Talbot  having  left 
Paris,  neither  did  he  knew  if  M.  Portalis  was 
still  in  London.  As  to  the  reports  alluded  to 
by  the  Hon.  Gent,  that  these  Gentlemen  might 
be  still  employed  in  cairying  on  a  Jiegotiation, 
there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for  them. 
He  chould  oppose  any  delay  in  bringing  on  the 
question  on  Monday,  unless  some  very  urgent 
reason  was  adtluced  in  support  of  it.  The 
papers  novr  produced  and  moved  to  be  printed 
contained  no  new  faet,  nor  any  information 
with  which  Gent,  might  not  already  be  ac- 
quairucd.  He  was  therefore  at  a  loss  to  see 
any  necessity  f(;r  deferring  the  consideration  of 
the  papers  already  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Canning  objected  to  deferring  the  dis- 
cussion beyond-  Monday.  The  papers,  of 
■which  the  House  were  already  in  possession, 
<;ontained  ample  matter  on  which  to  make  ud 

Vet.  in. 


I  Mr.  Whithread  rose  to  repeat  a  question 
I  whicli  he  put  last  night,  but  to  which  he  hrid 
i  obtained  no  distinct  answer.  The  question 
j  was,  whether  Government  had  received  no 
new  communicati^.n  from  Trance  since  the  de- 
■  parture  of  Li-rd  Whitworth  Irom  Paris  i 

\  lord  IIawke'seurv  had  no  difficulty  in 
I  saying  that  he  had  seen  a  note,  but  not  offi- 
cially, until  this  day.  He  might,  perhaps, 
produce  that  note,  nut  it  came  to  hiwi  in  that 
sort  of  w;iy,  that,  as  to  the  political  point 
which  the  Hon.  Gent,  seemed  to  have  in  view,' 
Ministers  W(  ukl  not  be  justifiable  in  drawing 
any  isiference  from  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Grey  again 
a.'^ked  the  Noble  Lord,  whether  subst.-jT-jaily 
there  was  not  received  some  comm.unicatio'i 
from  France,  whether  signed  or  not,  whether 
in  an  offiei:.!  or  unofficial  form  ? 

Lord  Hav/keskury  would  foel  no  difficulty 
in  producing  the  communication  ailuded  to', 
if  it  had  come  to  him  in  an  official  form.  The 
communication  was  made  in  a  confidential 
manner,  such  indeed  as  prevented  him  from 
producing  it.  As  to  the  substance  of  it,  how- 
ever, he  had  no  disposition  to  conceal  it. 
The  communication  came  tlu-ougb  a  circuitous 
channel,  and  proposed  a  possible  ground  of 
arrangem.ent ;  but  it  was  so  inafhnissible,  that 
it  could  not  be  listened  to  for  a  moment.  Not 
only  was  it  not  put  in  an  offi.cial  shape,  bui  it 
contained  a  proposition  which  it  was  impos.-i- 
blc  to  acceue  to  consistently  with  the  good 
faith  of  the  country,  and  that  sense  of  dig- 
nity and  honour  which  would  ever  characte- 
rize the  conduct  which  this  country  would  ii.- 
Nariably  pursue. 

LordTEMFLE  repeated  the  question,  whe- 
ther Mr.  Taibot  v.-as  not  left  at  Paris  tor  the 
purpose  of  eutciing  into  negotiations  with  the 
:  French  government ;  and  has  General  Andrc- 
I  ossi  left  his  secretary  here  with  a  similar  in- 
:  tention  ?  They  were  said  to  remain  merely  for 
I  don:estic  purposes.     Surely  it  was  a  new   oc- 
cu.pation  fqr  secretaries  of  legation  to  be  em- 
ployed in  packing  up  trunks ! 

Lord  Hawkesbury  replied,  that  neither 
Mr.  Talbot  was  at  Paris,  nor  M.  Portalis  here, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  negotiation. 
Mr.  Talbot  remained  to  take  care  of  the  pa- 
pers belonging  to  the  embassy,  and  to  give  his 
countenance  to  such  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
as  .till  remained  in  France. 

_  Mr.  Grey  would  not  inquire  into  tfie  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  communication,  or  whether 
it  was  admissible  or  not.     It  was  of  extrtite 
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JHiportance  that  the  House  should  at  'east  he  |  an  arrangement,  the  subject  of  which  was, 
acquainted  with  the  substance  of  it.  Ke  could  I  that  we  were  to  be  leti  i..  ..jb.c  on  of  Malta 
rot  but  suppose  it  to  be  the  contre-projet  j  for  a  stated  number  of  years,  provn^c.  FraiiCC 
whidi  was  to  have  been  delivered  to  Lord  |  was  permitted  to  take  possession  of  Ovrrt.i.LO 
\A'hitworth,  and  he  trusted  that  the  absence  I  and  Tarentum  for  the  same  number  of  years. 


of  official  form,  and  its  having  come  through 
a  circuitous  channel,  would  not  be  made  a 
reason  for  refuiing  to  lay  the  substance  of  it 
before  the  House.  Such  a  mode  of  commu- 
nicating information  to  the  House  was  not  un- 
usual— it  had  been  resorted  to  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  war.  It  was  also  desirable  to 
know  whether  no  other  con-.munication  had 


As  to  the  proposed  mediation  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  the  report  was  so  far  founded  in 
fact,  that  hi?>  Imperial  Majesty,  while  he 
seemed  disposed  not  to  interfere,  had  gene- 
rally expressed  a  wish  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace ;  but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  his 
Imperial  Majesty  had  sent  any  precise  instruc- 
tions for  bringing  his  mediation  to  any  distinct 


been  made  to  Ministers  since  Lord  Vv'hitworth  \  point  v^-hatever.     The  whole  appeared  to  him, 
left  Paris.     As  for  delay,  he  should  not  press  i  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  to  be 
it,  though  he  entirely  agreed  with   his  Hon.  j  merely  calculated  to  pi otract  the  negotiation, 
Friend,  Mr.   Sheridan,    that  there  would  be  1  and  to  gain  delay. 
more  advantage   gained   by  a   perfect   consi-  j 

deration  of  the  case,  than  from  any  over-ex- |  Mr.  WniTERrAD  and  Mr.  Shehipan  anx- 
peditious  or  precipitate  discussion  of  it.  If  i  iously  pressed  for  laying  before  the  House  the 
the   House_  would  but  pause,  and  he  hoped     answer  to  the  remonstrances  respecting  Hol- 


they  would,  the  mere  ample  and  minute  the 
information  that  was  laid  before  them,,  the 
less  strong  might  be  found  the  case  of  violence 
and  aggression :  for  however  strong  that  case 
might  havt  appeared  in  the  first  in'stance,  yet 
subsequent  explanations  might  in  a  great  mea- 
sure have  dcv.e  it  avv-ay.  These  were  the  ex- 
planations which  he  lelt  so  anxious  to  obtain, 
because  they  might  materially  contribute  to 
guide  the  House  in  the  judgm.ent  and  opinion 
they  were  to  pronounce  on  the  present  critical 
situation  of  the  coujitrv.     But  as  he  was  now 


land :  the  dispatch  iristructing  Lord  Whit- 
v/orth  to  remonstrate  on  tliat  point,  was  dated 
November  14.  There  must- surely  have  been 
some  reply  to  that  lemonstrance,  and  it  was 
essential  the  Huuse  should  be  put  in  posfes- 
sion  of  it.  He  hoped  the  Noble  Lord  would 
not  persist  in  refusing  to  produce  it. 

Lord  Havs^keskury  must  again  repeat,  that 
there  was  no  distinct  remonstrance  made  upon 
the  subject.  Lord  "VVhitworth  was  merely  in 
stiT.cted  what  language  and  manner  he  shoidd 


on  his  legs,  he  must  beg  leave  to  ask  another  |  employ  in  the  conferences  he  held  with  the 
question  of  the  Noble  Lord,  and  that  ques-  j  French  government  on  these  points.  What 
t;on  referred  to  reports  which  were  this  day  !  that  language  was,   r.hundantly  appeared  on 


very  generally  circulated,  and  which  seem.ed 
to  be  taken  from  the  French  papers,  viz.  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  interposed  his  me- 
diation fer  the  adjustment  of  the  differences 
now   subsisting  between   the  tv;o   countries- 


the  face  of  the  papers  already  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  that  it  would  be 
of  the  utmost  advantage  to  Government  ta 
produce   the   paper ;  for   if  it  appeared  that. 


On  this  point  he  was  extremely  desirous  to  be  '  these  remonstrances  v.-cre  treated  with  con- 
accurately  informed,  and  he  wished  to  knov,- if  -  tempt,  and  a  disi-egard  had  111  us  been  shewn 
any  official  ccnimunicaticu  had  been  made  re-  I  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  Mini.iters  would  be 


spectmg  It. 


able  to  take  the  strongest  ground  possible 
frcmi  that  single  instance  in  the  behaviour  of 
the  French  government.  At  all  events.  Lord 
Whitv.'orth  must,  in  some  v.-ay  or  other,  have 
reported  the  manner  in  v>hich  his  remon- 
strances were  received  ;  and  it  was  that  report 
which  the  blouse  must  be  desirous  to  get  pos- 
session of. 


Lend  Hawkesburv  professed  his  readiness 
to  aiTord  the  House  every  information  in  his 
power ;  and  he  perfectly  agreed  v.  ith  the  Hon. 
Gent,  who  spoke  last,  that  no  deficiency  in 
mere  point  of  form  should- preclude  him  from 
Communicating  a  fact  on  which  the  House 
tould  be  enabled  to  form  a-  judgment.  The 
communication  that  had  been  made  since  the 
departure  of  Lord  Whitvvorth  from  Paris,  was 
conveyed  in  a  way  that  might  justify  him  in 
concluding  that  it  did  not  come  from  the 
French  government,  though  in  his  ov/n  mind 
lie  had  no  doub^bf  its  authenticity.  Indeed, 
it  was  his  i-ntention  to  have  stated  it  to  the 
House  en  Monday  next ;  nor  Avould  he  hesi- 
tate to  state  it  nov/,  if  he  was  sure  it  would 
■not  provoke  any  premature  discussion. — fj 
gmn-cd  cry  of  Hear!  hear!) — The  com.muni-  |  Mr.  Sheridan  moved  for  an  address  to  hia 
cation  that  was  thus  made  to  him  in  an  un-  j  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would  order  to  be 
Official  manner,  had  for  its  object  to  propose  j  laid  before  the  iiouse  the  substance  of  the  in- 


Mr.  Canki!;g  concurred  v.-ith  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and  saw  the  question  in  a  double  point  of  view, 
both  as  it  affected  the  cause  of  the  country, 
and  the  conduct  of  Ministers. 

Lord  Hav/kes BURY  had  only  again  to  re- 
peat, that  as  there  v/as  no  formal  remonstrance 
on  this  subject,  neither  could  there  be  ex- 
pected any  formal  ansvver. 
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formation  which  had  been  received  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Mnisters,  in  v.hat  manner  the  rtprc- 
scntat'ons  of  Lord  Hawkcsbnry,  if  any,  re- 
specting the  armaments  in  the  ports  of  Hol- 
land, had  been  received  by  the  French  go- 
vernment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchkoiier  as- 
sur<.'d  the  lion.  Gent,  that  any  ofilcial  docu- 
ment which  was  in  his  power,  and  which 
might  tend  to  satisfy  the  wiyh  of  the  House 
on  that  head,  should  be  produced.  He  also 
stated,  that  up  to  the  peiiod  of  the  dis- 
cussions, Ministers  Vv'ere  led  to  believe  th;it 
the  French  troops  would  be  withdrawn  from 
Holland. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  after  the  assurances  of  the 
Tit.  Hon.  Gent,  consented  to  withdraw  his 
motion ;  he,  however,  thou<'-ht  that  there 
might  be  other,  though  not  official  papers. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheo^'er  de- 
clared there  were  none  but  such  as  would  lead 
to  a  disclosure  of  some  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  giving  the  information. 

Mr.  Grey  said,  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  there  had  been  no  representations  made 
by  Mr.  Listen  to  the  Batavian  government  on 
the  subject,  at  the  time  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Canning  was  of  opinion,  that  the  sub- 
stance of  the  information  might  be  given  with- 
out any  disclosure. 

Mr.  Johnstone  moved  for  the  production 

of  certain  papers  respecting  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  having  refused  to  garrison  Malta. 

Lord  Havv^kesbury  thought  it  would  be 
more  advisable  for  Gentlemen  to  give  notice  of 
such  motions,  as  a  matter  of  personal  conve- 
nience towards  the  persons  who  were  to  pro- 
duce tliem,  and  matter  of  urbanity  in  regard 
to  the  mover  himself. — Motion  withdraw  n. 

General  Gascoyne,  after  a  few  prefatory 
observations,  moved  for  the  production  of  pa- 
pers respecting  any  representations  made  by 
the  Maltese  to  our  Government,  from  October 
180T,  to  March  i8oi,  and  of  the  proclama- 
tion issued  by  Col.  Graham  to  the  inhabitants; 
also  for  all  papers  respecting  the  annexation 
of  the  Italian  republic;  also  the  papers  rela- 
tive to  all  the  islands  taken,  and  after\vards 
ceded,  in  the  West  Indies:  they  m.ight  have 
been  retained  with  the  same  propriety  as 
Malta,  Another  point  he  would  submit  to 
rhe  Noble  Secretary  of  State,  was  contained 
in  No.  38  of  the  oflicial  correspondence,  rela- 
tive to  the  sending  of  General  Gecrixs  to 
Canada;  but  on  this  he  did  not  mean  to  take 
the    sense    of  the   House.     Another   motion 

■  which  he  did  not  mean   to  press  was,  for  a 

■  copy  of  any  accounts  which  had  been  sent  by 


Mr.  Liston  to  acquaint  Government  of  the 
armaments  going  on  in  the  ports  of  Holland. 
The  Hon.  Member  also  moved  for  the  produc- 
tion of  all  papers  that  related  to  the  island  of 
Lampedosa,  since  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiiens. 

T-ord  Hawkesbury  rose  to  take  up  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  He 
had  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  to  the  motion 
relative  to  the  orders  for  the  evacuation  or  re- 
tention of  the  West  India  islands,  he  had  no 
possible  objection.  Whatever  papers  were 
connected  with  this  subject  sliould  be  readily 
produced.  Yv''ii.h  regai'd  to  all  the  other  mo- 
tions, he  entertained  a  very  different  opinion. 
As  to  the  m.otion  which  had  been  put  from  the 
Ci'-air,  he  felt  himself  called  on  to  say,  that 
he  had  seen  no  parliamentary  ground  for  the 
production  of  the  papers  which  it  was  the 
object  of  the  motion  to  bring  before  the  House. 
If  motions  of  this  kind,  referring  to  subjects 
whicii  were  connected  with  events  antecedent 
to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  were  -once  acceded 
to,  it  was  quite  impossible  to  determnne  how 
far  the  same  principle  might  be  cairied.  It 
was  beyond  the  means  of  calculation  when 
such  inquiries  would  be  suspended.  Though 
he  should  resist  the  motion,  he  thought  it  due 
to  the  House  to  state  a  few  circumstances 
which  v/ould,  in  his  opinion,  be  very  satis- 
factory to  the  House.  It  had  been  asserted, 
and  had  even  been  introduced  into  periodical 
publications,  that  a  remonstrance  1  ad  been 
made  by  the  Maltese  deputies,  in  v/hich  they 
brought  forward  a  grave  subject  of  complaint 
against  the  GoverniTient  of  this  country  for 
indiiFerence  to  their  just  rights  and  privileges 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
This  v.'as  a  charge  which  he  felt  it  necessary 
on  his  part  to  repel  in  the  strongest  term.s. 
With  this  view  he  could  not  do  better  than 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House-  to  a  letter, 
written  by  the  deputies  subsequent  to  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  in  which  they  expressed 
their  perfect  satisfaction  vi-ith  the  conduct  held 
towards  them  by  Ministers,  and  their  gratitude 
for  the  exertions  which  had  been  resorted  to 
in  their  favour.  Their  great  object,  be  did 
not  mean  to  deny,  was  the  privilege  of  being 
under  the  direct  protection  and  government  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  but  if  this  could  not 
be  obtained,  the  ari-angement  made  in  tiieir 
behalf  was  one  which  they  thought  demanded 
a  warm  expression  of  gratitu.de. — [Here  ihc 
Noble  Lord,  read  a  part  of  the  leticr,  which 
fully  justiiied  his  statements.  The  deputies 
declared,  that  they  considered  it  their  highest 
honour  to  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
British  subjects.  As  this,  however,  v>as  im- 
practicable, they  could  not,  vvithout  the  most 
affectionate  gratiLude,  reH'Tt  on  ti;e  efforts 
made  by  Ministers  to  secure  their  privileges. 
These  efforts  tneyshodd  communicate  with 
the  history  of  'heir  cou"'try  to  the  latest  pos- 
terity; and,  while  they  gloried  in  the  conti- 
.    *Sy  a 
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nuance  of  their  privileges,  tliey  would  tell, 
tkat  to  the  British  government  v/as  their  pro- 
tection to  be  ascribed.] — Having  finished  the 
leading  of  this  extract,  the  Noble  Lord  pro- 
ceeded to  state,  that  he  did  not  consider  that 
any  pailiamcntary  ground  had  been  laid  for 
the  inotion.  Tliis  constituted  his  obiccticn, 
which  he  conceived  sufficient  to  induct-  him  to 
resist  the  production  of  the  papers  required. 
He  had  aheady  declared  his  opinion,  that, 
•u-ith  the  exception  of  tl;e  fir;,t  motion,  all  t!.e 
others  v/ere  such  as  ought  not  to  be  acceded 
to  by  the  House.  To  the  last  motion  the 
answer  was  simple  and  satisfactory;  it  was 
nothing  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  motion, 
■which,  after  a  great  deal  of  afgununt,  had 
been  i ejected  on  a  division.  The  motion  re- 
specting the  orders  sent  out  to  the  West 
Indies  he  should  wi'lingly  accede  to  ;  on  all 
the  others  he  should,  as  the  inost  convenient 
way  of  disposing  of  them,  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Windham  thought  that  the  first  mo-  [ 
tion  was  one  highly  necessary  to  the  national  j 
dignity,  the  national  interest,  and  the  national  * 
honour.  After  it  had  been  generally  circu-  ; 
la  td  over  the  country,  that  the  representa- 
tions of  allies  had  not  met  with  a  suitable  de- 
gree of  attention  and  respect,  it  was  highly 
important  to  know  how  far  their  rights  and 
their  wishes  had  been  regarded  by  his  INIajes- 
ty's  Ministers.  If  Ministers  were  prepared  to 
6ay  that  these  statements  were  not  consistent 
with  fact,  this  he  allowed  would  certainly  be 
a  sufficient  answer  to  the  motion,  and  v,-ould 
supersede  its  necessity.  But  if  it  was  said, 
as  the  Koble  Lord  Vviio  spoke  Ic.^t  contended, 
that  papers  of  a  diri'ereut  description  were  in 
possession  of  Ministers,  this  he  considered  to 
be  no  satisfactory  answer  to  the  motion.  One 
party  said  that  they  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  exertions  which  I^Iinistcra  had  made 
in  their  favour.  This  v/as  expressly  denied 
by  another  party,  who,  in.-.tead  of  being  sa- 
tisfied, complained  of  tiie  conduct  of  Minis- 
ters in  tlie  bitterest  terins.  Those  who  v\--re 
connected  with  this  party,  not  only  gave  I^Ii- 
nisters  no  credit  for  the  arrangements  they 
had  made  in  their  favour,  but  positively  ac- 
cused them  of  surrendering  their  most  im- 
portant rights.  Tiiese  allegations  were  not  to 
be  set  aside  by  declarations  of  a  contrary  de- 
'.Ecription.  It  Avas  essenti.'d  that  the  iiou.^e 
Should  know  the  character  pf  the  diiierent 
partiey  ;  and  a  fairer  groimd  of  iirquiry  could 
"notj-in  h.is  opinion,  be  easily  prodr.ccd.  But 
the  IN'oble  Lord  had  contended,  that  no  par- 
liamentary ground  had  been  laid  before  the 
House  for  entertaining  the  motion.  He  con- 
fessed himself  at  a  less  to  define  what  parti- 
cular ideas  were  meant  to  be  attached  to  this 
expression.  Of  this,  however,  he  was  well 
convinced,  as  he  had  observed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  speech,  that  the  motion  was  one 
in  which  the  national  interest,  honour,   and 


I  dignity,  were  deeply  involved.  The  truth  af 
j  the  case  was  what  the  House  ought  to  calf  for 
I  on  every  principle  of  duty.  In  the  papers  to 
which  he  had  already  alluded,  a  good  deal 
w-as  said  of  the  treatment  which  the  deputies 
had  received.  Tt  was  not  pretended  by  Mi- 
nisters that  those  remonstrances  should  not  be 
received  ;  but  the  remonstrances  of  allies  hav- 
ing every  claim  to  protection,  were  not  to  be 
heard  in  a  regular  official  manner.  Now  of 
all  the  possible  disgraces  which  could  attach 
to  the  governmicnt  of  a  country,  such  con- 
duct as  this  he  could  not  but  consider  as  of 
the  most  degrading  description.  What  he  de- 
sired the  House  to  consi,<.{er  was,  the  case  as 
der^cribed  in  publications  circulated  not  onl.y 
in  this  country,  but  all  over  Europe.  It  was 
not  less  than  this — that  the  Ministers  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  had  refused  to  listen  in 
a  regular  official  way  to  the  remonstrances  of 
allies  v^  ho  had  every  claim  to  their  good  offices. 
What,  according  to  the  statements  in  these 
publications,  had  been  the  language  held  to 
the  Maltese  deputies  ?  Had  they  denied  the 
justice  of  their  claims,  or  rejected  the  urgency 
of  their  rights.''  No.  Ministers  had  not  taken 
grounds  of  this  nature,  which,  if  facts  cor- 
responded "vvith  their  assertions,  would  have 
been  ptrieclly  justifiable.  They  had  admitted 
the  claims  in  their  fullest  extent;  they  had 
not  denied  them  an  opportunity  of  enforcing 
them,  but  in  the  ir.ode  of  hearing  these  re- 
monstrances the  ground  of  accusation  ap- 
peared. The  Maltese  deputies  were  not  suf- 
fered to  wait  on  a  Noble  Secretary  of  State 
(Lord  Hobart)  at  his  c-Tice,  because  tiieir  bu- 
siness \y:v^  of  a  nature  net  to  be  discussed  in 
an  official  situation.  No  :  but  becaus-e  an  of- 
nciai  discussion  migiit  give  umbrage  to  the 
French  government.  If  the^e  things  were  so, 
whatever  circumstances  of  disgrace  previoKsly 
existed,  this  conduct  was  certainly  the  con- 
summation of  infamy.  He  begged  it  to  be 
understood,  while  he  made  use  of  such  lan- 
gu<v-;',  th.at  he  used  it  merely  with  reference 
to  t'lc  actual  cx:-te"ce  of  such  disgiacefjl 
conduct.  He  was  far  froif.  meaning  to  ap<- 
scrt  that  Ministers  were  guilty  of  the  charge 
impuled  to  thcni;  but  after  such  charges 
were  ir.nde  against  Ministers,  it  was  fit  thst 
th^y  sh.ould  have  an  opportunity  of  excul- 
pating their  conduct.  What,  he  desired  ts 
know,  co'.ild  be  more  ignominious  than  fof 
the  itlinisters  of  a  great  empire  to  tell  allies, 
V. lu)  vire  entitled  to  ever}  degree  of  kindneas 
and  protection,  that  their  complaints,  for  fear 
of  giving  urabrage  to  another  power,  could 
not  be  entertained,  but  that  they  might  intro- 
duce their  complaints  by  stealth,  and  trust  in 
this  indirect  way  to  some  chance  of  redress? 
Th.ese  were  the  grounds  on  which  he  shoula 
support  inquiry.  He  should  be  glad  to  fiud 
that  no  truth  existed  in  the  reports  which  had 
gone  abroad  on  this  subject,  but  it  was  in  the 
hope  that  this  would  turn  out  to  be  the  case, 
that  he  was  induced  to  srpport  the  motic^B:, 
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If  the  grounds  which  had  been  stated  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion  were  not  parliamentary, 
he  again  repeated  what  he  had  already  hinted 
"at,  that  he  misconceived  the  term,  or  was  un- 
able to  understand  its  application. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
agreed  with  his  Noble  Friend  near  him  (Lord 
Hawkesbury),  that  no  parliamentary  ground 
had  been  laid  for  the  motion.  He  begged  this 
assertion  to  be  understood  in  the  way  in  which 
the  Noble  Lord  had  employed  it.  When  the 
Noble  Lord  said,  that  no  parliamentary  ground 
■was  laid  for  the  motion,  he  meant,  as  he  un- 
derstood his  language,  merely  to  say  that  the 
motion  \vas  of  a  nature  which  ^^■as  not  at 
all  applicable  to  the  subject  to  be  considered 
on  Monday.  He  therefore  contended,  that 
under  the  present  circumstances  the  produc- 
tion of  the  papers,  which  it  was  the  object  of 
the  motion  to  bring  before  the  House,  could 
promote  no  useful  purpose.  With  this  senti- 
ment of  the  Noble  Lord  he  entirely  coincided. 
But  it  had-  been  contended  by  a  Rt.  Hon, 
Gent,  on  the  other  side,  that  as  reports  of  in- 
dignities being  ofFered  to  the  Maltese  deputies 
■were  abroad,  the  production  of  the  papers 
was  necessary  to  vindicate  Ministers  against  a 
charge  of  the  most  grave  and  important  na- 
ture. He  must  take  on  himself  to  repel  such 
a  charge  in  the  most  direct  terms,  and  to  deny 
that  any  thing  approaching  to  indignity  had 
ever  been  offered  to  the  deputies.  Such  a  sen- 
timent as  this  he  had  never  heard,  till  it  had 
been  uttered  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  fact  was,  that  during 
their  stay  in  this  country  they  had  experienced 
every  mark  of  respect  and  of  kindness,  and 
at  their  departure  a  ship  was  specially  pro- 
vided, by  order  of  his  Majesty,  to  convey 
them  back  to  their  own  country.  The  extract 
from  the  letter  read  by  his  Noble  Friend  was 
amply  sufficient  to  do  away  any  impression  of 
their  being  treated  in  a  way  unworthy  of  the 
claim.g  which  they  possessed  to  a  reception  of 
the  most  distinguished  kind.  The  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  in  conclusion,  referred  to  a  similar  mo- 
tion being  made  in  May  last.  Oii  that  occa- 
sion the  motion  bad  been  rejected ;  and  cer- 
tainly whatever  reasons  existed  to  justify  its 
rejection  at  that  time,  operated  with  much 
greater  force  at  the  present  moment.  He  sat 
down  by  declaring  his  determination  to  vole 
against  all  the  motions,  with  the  exception  of 
that  to  which  his  Noble  Friend  had  adverted. 

Dr.  Lawrence  argued  that  the  motion  was 
directly  connected  with  the  great  question  to 
be  discussed  on  Monday.  It  had  been  argued, 
that  because  a  motion  to  the  same  effect  had 
been  rejected  in  May  last,  it  ought  not  now 
tobe  received.  But  he  desired  the  House  to 
advert  to  the  difference  of  circumstances : 
there  were  now  in  the  papers  on  the  table 
three  frejets  of  an  ultimatum  proposed  by 
Ministers  to  the  French  govepmeut.    By  the 


first  of  these /royV/j  his  Majesty  was  to  pos- 
sess the  sovereignty  of  Malta,  but  the  civil 
government  of  the  island  was  to  remain  ex- 
clusive'y  in  the  hands  of  the  order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem.  By  another /ro/V/,  his  Majesty 
was  only  to  have  a  temporarj^-  possession  of 
the  island,  and  at  the  expiration  of  thal^  period 
j  the  island  was  to  be  given  up  to  the-inhabit- 
1  ants,  and  their  independence  was  to  be  re- 
cognized. What  the  causes  of  these  varia- 
tions were,  it  wss  important  that  the  House 
sl'.ould  know,  as  by  Ci^.f  T.vst  of  these  propo- 
j  sitions  the  treaty  was  made  the  basis  of  tlic 
[  arrangement;  whereas  in  tlie  other  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants.i5i>peared  the 
objects  of  most  peculiar  coiisjderatioo.  The 
Hun.  and  Learned  Member  having  establislied 
this  argument,  touched  on  the  consideration 
of  the  necessity  of  the  motion,  drawn  frcm 
views  of  national  honour.  The  question  here 
v>'as  not  v>hether  the  deputies  had  suffered 
any  particular  indignities,  but  whether  they 
had  been  denied  a  fair  opportunity  of  stating 
their  claims  aiid  supporting  their  rights — whe- 
ther their  remonstrances  had  been  delivered 
in  an  oflRcial  form,  or  whether  they  had  been 
comnrunicated  by  stealth,  and  in  a  manner 
disgraceful  to  the  allies  of  an  independent  go-. 
vernrnent  ?  In  the  papers  whicii  had  already 
been  repeatedly  alluded  to,  a  charge  was 
brought  forv.'ard,  that  one  of  liis  Majesty's 
Secretaries  of  State  had  refused  to  receive 
them  at  Iiis  office,  but,  with  the  view  of  avoid- 
ing all  cause  of  umbrage  to  France,  had  ap-- 
pointed  them  a  private  interview.  This,  if 
true,  was  a  most  disgraceful  and  r^;prehen- 
siblc  proceeding,  and  one  which  loudly  called 
for  inuniry. 

Col.  Graham  thought  the  motion  inappli- 
cable, as  far  as  the  debate  on  Monday  A',<as 
concerned.  As  to  the  proclamation  which  he 
had  issued  to  the  inhabitants  of  JMalla,  he 
could  assure  the  House  that  ihe  production  of 
a  copy  of  it  would  be  altogether  useles^,  and 
this  on  a  very  simple  ground.  He  had  issued 
the  proclamation  on  his  own  private  opinion 
of  its  expediency,  and  not  on  the  authority 
of  any  orders  which  he  had  received  f^-ora  Go^ 
yernrnent. 

The  Secretary  at  War  did  not  rwean  \^^ 
deny  that  the  subject  to  which  the  motion  re- 
ferred was  one  which  might  hereafter  be 
thought  worthy  of  discussion.  At  the  pre- 
sent moment  he  could  not  yce  of  v.hat  ad-, 
van'.age  it  would  be  to  press  it,  a3  the  proTv 
duction  of  the  papers  could  not  at  all  thrc\F 
any  additicival  ligiit  on  the  subject  to  be  dis-» 
cussed  on  Monday.  Oti  this  ground  he  should 
Lave  no  difficulty  in  votir.g  for  the  previcu  .  t 
question. 

Mr.  Ward,  considering  the  report r,  nr.:\x^ 
lated  to  the  prejvidice  of  a  Noble  Lori~.  Lc-'i 
Ilpbait)  ag  being  in  ^very  point  of  vi.  ■■•  i;:;'^,- 
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inoup,  wished  to  have  a  categorical  answer, 
vhether  language  of  the  nature  alleged  had  at 
any  time  been  employed  to  the  Ivlaltese  depu- 
tits  ?  When  he  reflected  that  the  calumnies  to 
"xs'hich  he  had  alluded  were  circulated  not 
only  in  this  country,  but  all  over  Europe,  it 
was  the  more  necessary  that  a  direct  answer 
to  this  question  should  be  given  by  Blinisters. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  E::cHr.(vrTER,  as 
&  direct  question  had  been  put  to  him,  thought 
it  his  duty  to  give  a  direct  answer.  Tiiis 
answer  was  in  the  same  terms  which  he  had 
formerly  employed,  that  until  this  evening  he 
had  never  heard  of  the  charge  which  had,  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  been  so  frequently 
referred  to.  He  had  the  strongest  reason  for 
asserting,  that  no  one  of  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters had  ever  used  language  of  the  nature 
described. 

Mr.  Canning,  though  he  agreed  in  the  in- 
ference of  several  Gentlemen  who  had  spoken, 
that  the  papers  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
rnotio!!  to  produce,  had  a  direct  application 
to  the  debate  to  take  place  on  I^'Ionday, 
thought  that  the  point  of  national  honour 
;which  it  involved  of  far  greater  im.portance. 
As,  however,  he  understood,  from  the  speech 
of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  there  was  no 
disposition  to  resist  the  introduction  of  the 
motion  at  a  future  period,  he  was  the  less  in- 
clined to  oppose  the  m'otion  for  the  previous 
question.  It  certainly  was  a  matter  of  very 
grave  consideration,  to  inquire  whether  a  Se- 
cretary of  State  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
had  refused  to  the  allies  of  the  Crown  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  their  grievances  and 
supporting  tiieir  rights.  This  was  a  question, 
in  which  not  onl-y  the  character  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  the  character  of  the  country, 
vere  deeply  involved.  If  it  vvas  understood 
that  there  Vs'ould  be  no  objection  to  a  full 
consideration  of  this  question  on  a  future  oc- 
casion, he  had  no  wish  at  present  to  press  the 
discussion;  but  certainly  this  v,-as  the  only 
ground  of  his  forbearance.  It  would  give  him 
jn[inite  pleasure   to  tind  that  representations 

■yvhich   had    obtained    very   general   currency 

.  \vtrc  completely  unfounded,  and  he  fully 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  this  ex- 
pectation v.T.s  the  best  reason  for  wishing  the 
inotion  to  be  adopted.  He  considered  the  in- 
quiry the  more  necessary,  tis,  if  his  reeollec- 

•tion  did  not  materiaily  fail  him,  when  inform- 
ation vvas  required   respecting  the  rep.-esent- 

•ations  of  tlie  Maltese  deputies,  it  was  an- 
•sv,-cred,  that  no  official  papers  on  this  subject 

•existed.  Was  this  because  the  deputies  had 
not  bteu  received  iji  an  official  way  ?  Was  it 
because  the  Secretary  of  State  could  not  re- 
r^i\e  them  at  his  oiTice,  but  only  admit  Ihem 
by  stealth  to  a  private  meeting?  He  did  not 
say  that  this  was  the  case,  but  at  the  same 
tim.e  he  thougnt  uiat  this  was  an  addiiiunal 
Erouud  of  incjutry-. 


Lord  Castlereagh  shortly  resisted  the 
motion,  on  the  ground  of  its  not  applying  to 
the  grand  subject  of  discussion.  lie  denied 
that  the  Maltese  deputies  received  any  treat- 
ment which  was  not  highly  honourable  and 
distinguished.  He  reprobated  the  charges 
thrown  out  against  a  Noble  Secretary  of  State, 
vvho  he  was  sui-e  was  utterly  incapable  of  using 
the  language  imputed  to  him. 

Lord  Temple  thought  inquiry  peculiarly 
necessary.  He  protested,  however,  against 
any  inference  being  drawn  against  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State :  h'c 
believed  him  incapable  of  the  language  and 
conduct  represented ;  but  if  such  language 
was  used,  he  was  sure  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  Noble  Lord's  own  feelings.  It  Vv'as  surely 
a  part  of  the  general  system  which  Ministers 
had  adopted,  and  was  a  proof  how  little  con- 
sistent that  system  was  with  every  view  of  na- 
tional character,  dignity,  or  honour. 

Mr.  William  Smith  gave  his  support  to 
the  arguments,  and  commended  the  candour 
of  the"  Noble  Secretary  of  State.  He  trusted 
that  the  Hon.  Member  would  consent  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

After  mutual  explanations  between  the  Hon. 
Mover,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  other  Gentle- 
men who  had  previously  spoken  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  question  was  put,  and  the  m.otion 
for  the  previous  question  carried  on  all,  ex- 
cept t^at  which  related  to  the  islands  in  the 
West  Indies. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 


Monday,  May 


-(See  Minutes,  p.  8i6.) 


[Address  to  the  king.] — Lord  Pelham 
rose  to  move  the  address.  From  the  papers 
which  were  on  the  table,  he  was  confident 
that  their  Lordships  must  see  that  Ministers 
had  no  wish  whatever  to  conceal  any  part  of 
their  conduct,  not  only  during  the  late  nego- 
tiations, but  through  any  part  of  the  period 
which  had  elapsed  since  the  signature  of  the 
denniti\'€  treaty.  For  himself  he  could  state 
his  conviction,  that  in  the  whole  of  this  con-< 
duct  there  was  no  reasonable  gvoimd  of  re-? 
proach.  Of  this  he  was  at  least  sure,  that 
Ministers  had,  to  the  best  of  their  abilities 
and  knowledge,  acted  a  conscientious  part 
during  the  whole  of  that  important  period. 
He  was  not  now  disposed  to  contend  that 
their  conduct  might  not,  on  a  future  occasion, 
he  made  the  subject  of  solemn  inquiry,  but 
he  could  not  but  express  a  hope  that  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  present  occasion  might  be  con- 
ducted with  as  little  reference  as  possible  tc* 
the  conduct  and  merits  of  Ministers.  That 
conduct  and  those  merits  might  be  considered 
on  3  future  day,  v/ithout  at  all  compromising 
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any  support  which  might  be  gven  to  the  ad- 
dress. To  introduce  these  two  subjects  at 
the  same  time  would  only  have  the  effect  of 
fettering  the  decision.  From  a  perusal  of  the 
papers  on  the  table,  the  great  and  indeed  the 
only  question  was,  whether  a  distinct  and  le- 
gitimate ground  of  war  had  been  established. 
After  having  seriously  and  maturely  considered 
the  whole  of  the  papers,  and  after  reflecting 
on  the  part  wiiich,  as  one  of  his  Majesty's 
confidential  Ministers,  he  had  thought' it  his 
duty  to  pursue,  he  had  no  difliculty  in  de- 
claring that  he  considered  the  ground  of  war 
contained  in  the  documents  in  the  hands  of 
their  Lordships  to  be  the  most  strong,  the 
most  clear,  the  most  distinct  which  were  ever 
submitted  to  Parliament.  The  conclusion 
v/hich  those  documents,  in  his  opinion,  left 
on  the  minds  of  all  unprejudiced  men,  must 
be,  that  war  was,  by"  the  conduct  of  the 
French  government,  rendered  inevitable.  It 
was  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  national 
honour,  the  protection  of  the  national  rights. 
The  interests  of  our  commerce,  the  safety  of 
our  liberties,  the  existence  of  our  independ- 
ence, were  all  involved  in  the  appearance  of 
effectual  resistance  to  French  aggrandizement 
and  ambition.  His  Lordship  declared  it  not 
to  be  his  wish  or  intention  to  go  minutely 
through  the  papers,  because  he  had  no  doubt 
that  their  Lordships  had  given  them  a  very 
attentive  consideration,  and  had  formed  the 
conclusion  which  a  careful  perusal  was  calcu- 
lated to  induce.  It  was  only  necessary  for 
him  to  trace  the  outline  of  the  conduct  pur- 
sued by  the  two  governnients  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  Proceedmg 
on  this  principle,  he  adverted  briefly  to  the 
principal  points  of  dispute  betv/ixt  the  two 
governments,  as  described  in  the  documents 
on  the  table.  With  respect  to  Malta,  the 
conduct  pursued  on  the  part  of  this  country 
was  such  as  miust  prove  the  sinccrest  desire  of 
peace.  _  A  very  short  period  had  elapsed  be- 
fore,  with  the  \k\v  of  facilitating  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  island,  an  accreditee?  officer  was 
•appointed  to  arrange  the  mode  in  which  it 
wasto  take  place.  Capt.  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
received  full  powers  and  instructions  to  con- 
cert with  an  agent  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government  the  means  of  executing  the  article 
or  the  treaty  with  the  least  pcssibie  difficulty. 
Previous  to  the  evacuation, 'the  election  of  a 
Grand  Master  was  an  object  of  imoortant 
consideration,  and  to  this'  his  Majestv  had 
g;ven  every  possible  facility.  The  Grand 
Master  then  chosen  had  seen  reasons  for  not 
accednig  to  the  election,  and  a  nev/  election 
became   indispensable.     Again,    his   Majesty, 
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instance  to  be  admitted  into  the  island,  and 
to  their  admission,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty, 
not  the  smallest  obstacle  was  opposed.  "  In  a 
word,  without  going  into  any  minuteness  of 
detail,  he  would  content  himself  with  refer- 
ring their  Lordships  to  the  clear  and  unequi- 
vocal pi  oofs  of  a  pacific  spirit  which  had, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  stipulated  ar- 
rangements relative  to  Malta,  been  exhibited 
on  the  part  of  this  country.  It  was  about  the 
a 7th  of  January  that  the  French  government 
began  to  press,  in  a  very  peremptory  manner, 
the  evacuation  of  Malta;  and  it  was  about 
that  period  that  Ministers  thought  themselves 
bound  to  demand  some  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  the  pretensions  advanced  and  the 
views  disclosed  by  the  French  government. 
Circumstances  then  existed,  which  rendered 
it  necessary  to  refer  back  to  what  had  been 
the  conduct  of  the  First  Consul  from  the  pe- 
riod when  the  treaty  was  concluded.  In  the 
course  of  this  review,  the  plain,  the  irrcisti- 
ble  inference  was,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
French  government  had  been  one  constant 
series  of  acts  totally  inconsistent  with  a  sin- 
cere desire  of  prtseiving  the  peace  of  the  two 
countries.  At  an  early  period  after  the  treaty 
v.'as  signed,  representations  were  made  about 
the  freedom  of  the  press  in  this  country,  the 
pubhcations  reflecting  on  the  French  govern- 
ment, to  which  this  freedom  gave  rise,  and 
the  necessity  of  subjecting  not  only  the  press, 
but  the  deliberative  assemblies  of  tl;e  coun- 
try, to  a  degree  of  restraint  inconsistent  with 
the  genius  of  our  excellent  constitution.  The 
stay  of  the  Princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon, 
of  certain  bishops  particularly  named,  and  a 
number  of  emigrants  who  continued  to  wear 
the  badges  of  extinguished  royalty,  v.ere 
made  the  subjects  of  complaint.  What  the 
answer  of  Ministers  to  these  complaints  was, 
was  sufiieientiy  explained  in  the  papers ;  and 
he  entertained  a  confident  expectation  that  it 
was  of  a  nature  to  meet  with  universal  sup- 
port and  approbation.  With  regard  to  the 
complaint  about  the  freedom  of  discutsion  in 
different  publications,  it  was  hardly  necefsary 
for  him  to  say  that  he  was  a  decided  friend  to 
a  fi  repress.  He  did  not  n^ean  to  deny  that 
this  ireedom  vras  sometimes  carried  to  an  im- 
justifiable  length,  and  was  applied  to  very  im- 
proper purposv'b.  lie  would  allow  thrit  he 
had  met  with  publications  whose  spirit  and 
tendency  he  extremely  disapproved  of,  as 
being  calculated  only  to  produce"  irritation, 
and  to  ferment  that  spirit  of  inveteracy  v,  hich 
it  was  one  great  object  of  the  peace  to  extin- 
guish. Ministers  had  shewn  their  disposition 
to  give  no  countenance  to  publications  of  this 


actuated  by  the  same  des-re  of  peace,  and  j  kind,  by  referring  the  French  government  to 
the  same  wjsn  or  carrymg  into  effect  the  sti-  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  in  which  alone, 
iv-lations  ot  the  treaty  wjth  scrupulous  fide-  according  to  the  g-enius  of  our  constitution. 
My  acceded  to  an  an-^ngement  for  a  subse-  adequate  redress  could  be  obtained.  This 
qumt  election,  with  ^he  view  of  rcmovmg  answer  was  not  held  in  all  respects  satisfnctcry 
TkV  '^/'-r^T  ^^'''^'^'"^"^^"''^"  °^  *''^''''^"^-  r'^'  ^^^"^  French  government,  and  a  spirit  of 
A  body  ot  Neapolitan  troops  were  in  the  firtt    distrust  and  animosity  continued  to  be  che- 
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rished.  He  was  cor.vinccd  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary to  remind  their  Lordships  minutely  of 
the  various  oihcr  proofs  which  the  French  go- 
vernment had  given  of  a  hostile  and  dangerous 
spirit.  It  would  be  necessary  only  to  refer  to 
a  few  which  weie  nioct  prominent  and  wortiiy 
of  conwderation.  At  the  period  when  the 
First  Consul  begsn  to  be  so  extremely  clamo- 
rous about  the  evacuation  of  Malta,  it  would 
not  be  forgotten  bv  their  Lordships,  that  an 
official  document  of  a  very  ex^raordinary  na- 
ture made  its  apptarance  in  France.  He  meant 
to  allude  to  the  i^vcport  of  Col.  Sebastiani,  an 
agent  dispatched  by  the  First  Consul  to  make 
tlie  tour  of  the  greater  part  of  the  provinces 
©f  the  Turkish  empire.  The  publication  of 
tliis  Report  necessaiily  excited  suspicion.  It 
disclosed  views  and  unfolded  proiects  which 
could  not  fail  to  attract  the  peculiar  notice  of 
Ministers.  In  every  page  one  most  important 
lesson  was  to  be  collected,  that  the  views  of 
the  First  Consul  relative  to  Egypt  had  not 
been  for  a  m.oment  abandoned.  It  was  clearly 
seen  that  the  possession  of  that  country  was 
the  constant  object  of  his  ambition.  The  in- 
ternal evidence  of  the  Report  proved  this  in  a 
way  whici-i  could  not  be  m.isundcrstood  by  the 
most  careless  observe.  If,  however,  this  in- 
ference had  been  at  all  doubtful,  this  doubt 
must  have  been  completely  removed  by  subse- 
quent circumstances.  In  an  interview  with 
our  AmbaiiSador,  the  First  Consul  had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  throw  the  sliglitest 
veil  of  secrecy  over  his  designs.  The  publiea- 
ticn  of  the  Report  was  sufficient  to  rouse  our 
Jealousy;  but  the  lan^'uage  of  the  First  Ma- 
gistrate of  France  rendered  it  more  peculiai-iy 
worthy  of  observation.  In  a  formal  confer- 
ence with  the  Ambassador  of  an  independent 
power,  the  First  Consul  had  not  hesitated  to 
declare  that  Egypt  niust  sooner  or  later  be  in 
the  possession  of  France.  He  would  put  it 
to  the  candour  and  the  feelings  of  their  Lord- 
ships, v^hcther  Ministers  were  not  entitled  to 
demand  from  the  French  government  some 
security  for  its  future  views  relative  to  Egypt, 
ceyond  v/hat  the  treaty  of  Amiens  provided. 
In  the  continued  possession  of  Malta,  Minis- 
ters conceived  that  this  security  could  be 
found;  and  hence  originated  the  discussions 
which  this  subject  had  created,  and  the  im- 
portance which  the  possession  of  the  island 
afterwards  assumed.  Malta,  in  the  hr.nds  of 
this  country,  coidd  only  be  viewed  as  a  se- 
curity: it  could  afFord  to  France,  or  any  other 
power,  no  rea-onabie  ground  of  jealousy  or 
alarm.  No  other  place  vras  liable  to  so  little 
objection,  and  on  this  ground  Ministers  rested 
their  claims  to  its  possession.  But,  indcpend- 
,  ent  of  these  considerations,  there  \sere  others 
v/hich  justified  Ministers  in  retaining  the 
island.  When  the  treaty  of  Amiens  \^'as 
fonned,  and  v/hen,  according  to  the  stipula- 
tions of  th;'.t  treaty,  the  island  v/as  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
©eilain  revenues  were  uudcratood  to  be  appro- 


I  priated  to  their  support,  in  a  way  consistent 
}  with  tl:e  objects  which  the  treaty  proposed  to 
j  establish.  Without  this  support,  it  was  ab- 
:  surd  to  talk  of  that  independence  which  the 
!  treaty  professedly  guarantied.  But  their  Lord- 
'  ships  could  not  have  forgotten,  that  in  Spain 
{  the  revenues  of  the  order  had  been  confiscated. 
I  The  same  thing  had  taken  place  in  Italy  and 
t  in  Bavaria.  The  French  govenmient,  so  far 
I  from  oppr-sing  any  obstacle  to  this  sequestra- 
I  tion,  had  appeared  to  have  encouraged  it,  in  a 
way  which  shewed  a  very  great  degree  of  dis- 
inclination to  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 
After  pursuing  this  species  of  conduct,  it  was 
with  a  very  bad  grace  that  the  First  Consul 
came  forward  to  insist  on  the  peremptory  ex- 
ecution of  the  treaty.  As  long  as  the  hope  of 
peace  could,  with  the  smallest  degree  of  rea- 
son, be  entertained,  Ministers  had  shewn  the 
utn',ost  reluctance  to  resort  to  any  measure 
which  might  hasten  on  a  renewal  of  hostilities. 
When,  however,  the  conduct  of  the  F'rcnch. 
government  had  become  such  as  could  no 
longer  be  tolerated,  consistent  with  national 
honour,  dignity,  or  talety,  it  became  Parlia- 
ment ar.d  the  country  to  speak  in  terms  of 
suitable  indignation  ot  these  repeated  acts  of 
insidt  and  aggression.  If  war  had  become  in- 
evitable, it  ought  to  be  a  war  in  which  the 
national  spirit  should  be  excited  in  a  way 
which  v,ou!d  demonstrate  to  a  proud  and  in- 
solent foe,  that  while  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try were  not  anxious  for  an  opportunity  of 
taking  offence,  they  weie  sensibly  ahve  to  the 
least  imputation  of  dishonour,  and  determined 
on  punishing  insults  with  the  most  exemplary 
veMgcance.  If  the  conduct  of  Ministers  was 
i:i  any  respect  to  be  blamed,  it  possibly  might 
be  on  the  ground  that  they  had  not,  at  a  much 
earlier  period,  shewn  a  determina'ion  no  longer 
to  suffer  the  insults  or  the  injuries  of  the 
French,  government  to  pass  over  with  impu- 
nity. Peace  was  in  itself  so  important  a  bless- 
ing, that  great  allowances  were  to  be  made 
in  favour  of  exertions  to  preserve  its  continu- 
ance. He  would  deny,  however,  in  the 
s'.rong;!3t  terms  any  imputation  against  Mi- 
nisters for  yielding  to  any  dishonourable  sa- 
crifices, with  the  view  of  preserving  peace. 
They  had  certainly  manifested  extraordinary 
forbearance,  but  he  trusted  it  would  be  found, 
that  in  no  part  of  their  conduct  had  they  dis- 
played a  spirit  unworthy  of  the  lofty  character 
which  England  had  long  held  among  the  com- 
monwealths of  Europe.  Delay  had,  no  doubt, 
to  a  considerable  degree,  taken  place  ;  but  he 
was  convinced,  that  any  inconvenience  which 
m.ight  have  taken  pbce  from  the  delay,  was 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  additional 
evidence  v.-hich  v/as  given  to  this  country  and 
to  Europe  of  that  pacific  spirit  by  which  the 
councils  of  his  Majesty  had  been  governed. 
Under  all  these  circumstances  of  the  case,  his 
Lordship  thought  that  there  could  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  agreeing  to  the  address  with  which  he 
meant  to  conclude.     It  should  be  c f  that  aim- 
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pie  and  precise  nature  which  would  be  the 
least  liable  to  create  any  thing  like  the  appli- 
cation of  party  spirit ;  it  should  be  such  an 
address  as  might  be  voted  on  true  English 
principles,  without  at  all  involving  a  pledge  of 
approbation  to  the  whole  conduct  of  Minis- 
ters since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty ;  it 
should  be  such  an  address  as  naturally  origi- 
nated out  of  those  views  of  French  aggran- 
dizement, encroachment,  and  ambition,  which 
the  papers  in  the  hands  of  their  Lordships  dis- 
closed.— His  Lordship  concluded  by  moving 
the  address,  in  which  an  assurance  was  given 
to  his  Majesty  of  the  conviction  entertained 
by  their  Lordships  of  his  sincere  and  anxious  ' 
desire  to  preserve  to  his  subjects  the  blessings 
of  peace ;  their  regret  that  these  wishes  had 
not  been  met  by  a  corresponding  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  French  government ;  of  the 
feeling  of  lively  indignation  with  which  they 
heard  of  the  spirit  of  encroachment  and  am- 
bition which  that  government  had,  ever  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  manifested ;  of 
the  reliance  which  his  Majesty  might  have  on 
the  support  of  their  Lordships  in  maintaining 
the  just  rights  of  his  kingdom,  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  and  the  security  of  his  people. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  rose  to  se- 
cond the  motion,  which  he  did  in  a  very  ele- 
gant and  impressive  speech.  His  R.  H.  thought, 
that  from  the  papers  on  the  table  the  only 
question  was,  whether  England  was  to  conti- 
nue a  free  and  independent  kingdom,  as  she 
had  existed  for  so  many  ages,  or  whether  she 
was  to  sink  into  that  state  of  degrading  vassal- 
age to  which  many  of  the  continental  powers 
were  now  unhappily  reduced  ?  This  was  a 
qiiestion  for  which  their  Lordships  and  the 
country  had  long  been  prepared  by  the  con- 
stant proofs  exhibited  of  the  operation  of 
French  ambition.  If  any  evidence  had  been 
wanting  to  establish  the  existence  of  this  am- 
bition, by  the  papers  on  the  table  such  evi- 
dence would  have  been  abundantly  supplied. 
Never,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  specific  case  of 
ambition  and  encroachment,  inconsistent  with 
the  independence  of  all  other  states,  more 
satisfactorily  proved.  Threatened  then  as  the 
country  was  by  a  power  to  whose  lust  of  do- 
minion there  was  no  restraint  and  no  end,  he 
trusted  that  it  would  be  animated  by  one  ge- 
neral sentiment  of  patriotism.  The  present 
was  a  moment,  above  ail  others,  when  every 
man  was  called  upon  to  unite  hand  in  hand,  to 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  difficulties  in  which 
the  country  was  placed,  and  to  make  light  of 
all  personal  consideration,  with  the  view  of 
more  eiPectually  co-operating  in  the  great 
cause.  We  were  not  now  called  on  to  con- 
tend for  light  objects,  or  indifferent  and 
doubtful  interests;  our  liberty,  our  religion 
was  at  stake.  At  this  moment  we  were  to 
contend  for  ail  that  is  most  valuable  in  civil 
society,  for  all  that  is  most  esteemed  by  men 
•who  have  experienced  the  blessings  of  liberty. 
Vol.  HL 


It  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  recall  to  the 
attention  of  their  Lordships  those  times  of 
civic  dissension,  which  formerly  desolated  this 
fair  land,  and  rendered  the  country  a  prey  to 
every  foreign  invader.  Firmness  and  unani- 
nimity  were  only  wanting  to  enable  us  to  tri« 
umph  over  every  enemy,  however  formidable. 
The  character  of  the  First  Consul  of  France 
could  not  be  too  often  a  subject  of  contem- 
plation. When  he  spoke  of  this  personage, 
he  meant  to  apply  his  observations  merely  to 
his  character.  Speaking  then  of  him  merely 
in  this  character,  he  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  he  considered  him  as  the  decided  enemy 
of  this  country — and  this  was  the  only  country 
which  could  stem  the  torrent  of  his  insatiable 
thirst  of  dominion.  Putting  the  most  favour- 
able construction  on  his  conduct,  it  could  not 
be  denied  that  he  was  a  man  whose  friendship 
was  dangerous,  and  even  destructive.  What, 
he  desired  their  Lordships  to  consider,  was 
was  the  present  state  of  France  ?  The  French 
had  given  up  their  nobility  and  their  wealth  ; 
they  had  seen  their  altars  stripped  of  their  ac- 
customed worship,  and  the  rites  of  their  re- 
ligion profaned;  they  had  submitted  to  priva- 
tions of  the  most  grievous  kind :  and  all  these 
sacrifices  they  had  endured  for  the  great  ob- 
ject of  procuring  liberty.  But  had  they  ob- 
tained this  liberty  by  all  these  painful  exer- 
tions ?  On  the  contrary,  were  they  not  now- 
subject  to  the  most  galling  and  the  most  igno- 
minious despotism  ?  What  was  the  situatioa 
of  Holland,  professedly  under  the  protection 
of  the  First  Consul  ?  Was  she  not  bending 
under  the  yoke,  and  deprived  of  all  her  an- 
cient energies  ?  Did  she  not  exhibit  a  humi- 
liating contrast  from  the  picture  she  exhibited 
in  the  better  times  of  her  history  ?  What  was 
the  view  which  Switzerland  presented  to  the 
eye  of  humanity  ?  Peace  and  tranquillity  were 
driven  from  that  region,  which  fur  ages  they 
seemed  to  have  taken  up  for  their  favourite 
abode  ;  and  the  mild  virtues  of  a  free  and  in- 
teresting people  were  contaminated  by  the 
pollution  of  French  fraternity.  But  what  had 
been  the  conduct  of  the  First  Consul  to  this 
country  ?  Was  there  a  single  part  of  Europe 
where  French  inlluence  had  not  been  exerted 
to  undermine  and  destroy  the  influence  of  this 
country  ?  Was  there  any  one  effort  omitted 
to  create  a  prejudice  to  our  disadvantage  ? 
He  needed  only,  for  the  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions, to  refer  their  Lordships  to  the  open  and 
avowed  exertions  of  the  French  government 
on  the  subject.  Whatever  obstruction  our 
commercial  prosperity  could  meet  with  had 
been  offered,  with  a  degree  of  continued  hos- 
tility which  sufficiently  manifested  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  French  government  to  be  essen-j 
tially  and  irreconcilably  hostile.  But  ihe  views 
manifested  by  the  French  government  with 
respect  to  Egypt  were  particularly  worthy  of 
attention.  The  possession  of  that  country 
had  been  avowed  to  be  the  object  of  peculiar 
avidity:  it  did  not  require  much  political  sa- 
*  T  t 
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g.icity  to  point  out  the  connexion  betwixt  the 
possession  of  Egypt,  and  the  insecurity  of 
our  Eastern  dominions.  His  R.  H.  took  occa- 
sion here  particularly  to  refer  to  the  conver- 
sation of  the  2ist  of  February,  betwixt  Buo- 
irapartc  and  our  Ambassador,  in  which  the 
First  Consul,  with  so  little  desire  of  conceal- 
ment, discloses  his  certain  prospect  of  the  ul- 
timate possession  of  Egypt.  After  siiortly 
alluding  to  the  atrocious  and  malignant  accu- 
sation brought  by  the  French  government, 
that  eminent  public  characters  in  this  country 
were  for  encouraging  assassination,  which  he 
reprobated  in  terms  of  very  strong  indigna- 
tion, his  R.  H.  adverted  to  the  claims  set  up 
by  France  for  curtailing  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  for  dismissing  emigrants  from  the  en- 
joyment of  that  hospitality  which  had  been 
their  refuge  when  driven  from  their  native 
land,  and  to  the  other  propositions  intended 
to  introduce  changes  into  our  domestic  sys- 
tem. He  was  confident  that  he  spoke  the  sen- 
timents of  eveiy  one  of  their  Lordships,  when 
he  said  that  such  attempts  to  dictate  to  the 
government  of  this  free  and  independent  coun- 
try were  such  as  ought  to  be  resisted  with  the 
utmost  vigour.  The  First  Consul  was,  in- 
deed, so  much  in  the  habit  of  dictating  to 
dependant  powers,  and  he  had  so  completely 
established  a  system  of  absolute  sway  in  France, 
that  such  requisitions,  however  firmly  and  in- 
djgnantly  they  might  be  resisted,  did  not  ex- 
cite much  astonishment.  Whole  countries 
had,  from  the  time  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  conchuled,  been  annexed  to  France,  and 
cveiy  new  act  of  the  government  was  a  new 
ground  of  jealousy  and  alarm.  This  system 
of  encroachment  and  ambition  she  had,  in  so 
many  various  ways,  so  unequivocally  dis- 
played, that  forbearance  became  impossible, 
and  a  war  on  the  part  of  this  country  had  be- 
ome  the  only  means  of  preserving  inviolate 
the  free  constitution  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  us  from  om-  fathers  as  the  price  of 
their  labours,  their  suffeiings,  and  their  blood. 
As  this  great  inheritance  had  been  received  un- 
sullied and  unpolluted,  so  he  trusted  that  it 
vvcidd  be  handed  down  entire  and  unchanged 
fo  our  children,  who  might,  in  their  turn, 
perpetuate  its  descent  to  distant  times.  After 
witnessing  all  the  encroachments  of  French  am- 
l)!tion,  was  this  country  at  last  to  fall  a  sacrifice 
to  the  ambition  which  knew  no  bounds  ?  He 
would  not  for  a  moment  detain  their  Lord- 
ships with  such  an  unworthy  idea.  Fie  trusted 
that  the  period  v>ouid  never  come  when  our 
iiobility  would  be  overturned,  when  our  con- 
..titution  would  be  destroyed,  the  sanctuary  of 
domestic  virtue  invaded,' the  altar  of  religion 
defiled.  Then,  indeed,  would  be  the  consumma- 
lion  of  national  infamy,  and  the  glorv  of  Eng- 
land would  be  stranded  in  darkness  never  to  be 
■.'isiH'lled.  Such  a  crisis  could  never  approach, 
if  the  people  were  true  to  themselves,  and  de- 
tei  mined,  as  he  was  confident  they  would  be, 
in  resisting  any  iVcign  invader.    If  they  were 


'  animated  by  a  general  sentiment  of  loyalty,  if 
they  discovered  a  proper  degree  of  affectionate 
attachment  to  their  Sovereign  and  their  coun- 
try, we  should  continue  what  we  had  long 
been,  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  in  Europe. 
It  had  been  said  in  an  official  paper  of  the 
French  government,  that  England,  single- 
handed,  could  not  contend  against  France. 
Tliis  was  a  sentiment,  the  fallacy  of  which 
the  whole  history  of  this  country  contra- 
dicted ;  and  he  trusted,  that,  when  driven  to 
hostilities  by  unprovoked  insults  and  aggres- 
sions, we  should  never  want  an  arm  to  check 
injustice,  and  to  punish  lawless  ambition. 
His  R.  H.  concluded  his  speech  by  again  urging 
the  necessity  of  unanimity,  and  expressing 
himself  in  decided  terms  in  favour  of  the  ad- 
dress, which,  in  his  opinion,  was  most  une- 
quivocally justified  by  the  papers  on  the  table. 

Earl  Staxhope  gave  the  Noble  Lord  who 
moved  the  address  great  credit  for  the  fairness 
and  the  candour  with  which  he  had  introduced 
it.  There  were  not  many  of  the  propositions 
which  he  had  laid  down  that  he  was  at  all  dis- 
posed to  controvert.  On  a  few  of  the  posi- 
tions, however,  he  should  beg  leave  to  offer 
some  observations.  He  trusted  that  their 
Lordships  would  unanimously  be  disposed  to 
follow  the  wise  and  patriotic  line  of  conduct 
which  his  R.  H.  who  had  just  sat  down,  had 
so  eloquently  recommended.  All  party  feel- 
ings and  party  distinctions  would,  he  was  con- 
vinced, be  banished  at  a  period  so  perilous  as 
the  present  Avas,  whether  the  natuie  of  the 
contest,  or  the  enemy  with  whom  it  was  to 
be  sustained,  were  to  be  considered.  When 
the  great  question  was,  in  what  manner  the 
country  was  to  be  most  effectually  saved,  he 
conceived  that  moderation  and  mildness  of 
temper  ought  to  be  the  predominant  principles 
of  opinion.  So  much  convinced  was  he  of  the 
propriety  of  this,  that  in  the  observations 
which  he  had  now  to  offer,  he  should  not 
consider  himself  at  all  as  debating  in  Parlia- 
ment, but  rather  as  giving  sentence  in  a  judi- 
cial proceeding.  He  should  therefore  endea- 
vour to  keep  his  mind  as  free  from  the  influ- 
ence of  passion  or  prejudice  as  if  he  Avere  de- 
ciding on  an  impeachment  in  Westminster 
Hall.  In  doing  this,  he  should  attempt  to 
state  what  the  real  differences  betwixt  the  two 
countries  were  ;  and  in  his  description  of  these 
differences  he  should  take  as  little  as  possible 
from  his  own  recollection,  and  as  much  as 
possible  fro''  the  papers  on  the  table.  In  the 
io2d  page  of  the  Correspondence,  a  proposi- 
tion was  brought  forward  by  Ministers,  that 
Malta  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  this  coun- 
try for  ten  years,  and  it  was  hardly  necessary 
for  him  to  remind  their  Lordships,  that,  agree- 
ably to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  it 
was  to  be  given  up  by  this  country  in  three 
months  after  the  ratification  had  taken  place. 
He  would  not  take  on  himself  to  say,  that 
no  circumstances  might  have  occurred  whicii 
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rendered  the  non-execution  of  the  stipulation 
highly  proper  and  highly  expedient.    Whether 
such  circumstances  did  occur,  was  the  great 
subject  for  examination   at  the  present  mo- 
ment.    Now,  with  reference  to  the  posyession 
of  Malta,   it  was   of  consequence   to  ascer- 
tain whether  Ministers  had  always  represented 
it  as  the  grand  object  of  dispute  betwixt  the 
two  governments.     In  paper  83  of  the  Corre- 
spondence, he  found  that  the  acceptance  of  a 
projet  relative  to  Malta  would,  according  to 
the  representation  of  a  Noble  Secretary   of 
State  (Lord  Hawkesbury),  remove  one  of  the 
most  material  of  the  difficulties  existing  be- 
tween the  two  governments.     For  himself,  he 
was  ready  to  confess,  that  there  was  an  object 
much  dearer  to  his  heart  than  the  possession 
of  Malta,  important  as  he  considered  it.    This 
was  the  maintenance  of  the  constitution  and 
.  the  liberties  of  his  country.     One  single  iota 
of   those   Hberties   and   that   constitution   he 
would  on  no  account  consent  to  relinquisli  ; 
and  any  attack  on  them,  on  the  part  of  a  fo- 
reign power,  he  would  consider  as  a  ground 
.of  war,  on  which  no  possible  diversity  of  opi- 
nion could  prevail.     He  did  not  think,  that  in 
the  principle  on  which  the  retention  of  Malta 
was  required.  Ministers  were  justified.     Their 
argument  was,  that  because,  since  the  signa- 
ture of  the  definitive  treaty,  France  had  re- 
.  ceived    a    considerable  accession    of    power, 
therefore  England  was  required  to  hold  Malta 
by  way  of  additional  security.     To  such   a 
principle  as  this  he  never  could  give  his  appro- 
bation.    He  would  put  a  case  to  the  candour 
of  their   Lordships,    from   which   some   idea 
might  be  formed  of  the  principle  which   Mi- 
nisters set  up  in  defence  of  the  retention  of 
Malta.     Supposing  that  Cuba  had,  during  the 
intermediate  period,  been  ceded  to  this  coun- 
try by  Spain,  or  Sicily  by  the  King  of  Naples, 
what  would  any  of  their  Lordships  think  if 
Buonapaitc   had   come  to  this  country  with 
,a   demand  for   additional    security  in    conse- 
quence of  this  cession  ?  Was  there  a  single  in- 
. dividual,  having  a  drop  of  English  blood  in 
his  bosom,  who  would  not  have  indignantly 
spurned  at  such  a  requisition  ?  How  then  were 
Ministers  to  be  justified  in  the  principle  which 
.they  had  laid  down  for  the  retention  of  Malta? 
As  it  appeared  to  him,  the  whole  of  their  ar- 
.gument  fell  to  the  ground.     But  he  was  ready 
,  to  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the  prin- 
ciple which  Ministers  seemed  so   anxious  to 
establish,  and  all  that  he  had  to  require  on  his 
part  was,  that  if  their  proposition  was  true  in 
principle,  they  would  have  no  objection  to  his 
contending  that  it  ought  to  be  equally  true  in 
point  of  fact.      With  this  understanding  he 
.ehoald  contend,  that,  instead  of  the  power  of 
France  being  augmented  since  the  peace,  it 
,  had  been  materially  decreased.     In  Europe  it 
might  indeed   be   said,  that  it  had  been   in- 
, creased;  but  this  was  a  necessary  consequence 
of   antecedent   evtnts.     After   the  battles  of 
.Martngo  and  Hohenliuden,  all  the  subordi- 


nate states  of  Europe  were  virtually  under  her 
control,  and  any  formal  cession  was  merely  a 
nominal,  not  a  real  accession  of  power.  But 
he  begged  their  Lordships  to  consider  what 
was  the  decrease  and  inlluence  of  power  which 
the  Frencli  government  had  sustained  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Did  their  Lordships  bear 
in  mind,  that,  since  the  signature  of  tiie  defi- 
nitive treaty,  the  impt)rtant  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, a  colony,  in  point  of  real  value  and 
importance,  superior  to  all  the  other  French 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  had  been  lost 
to  France  ?  In  stating  the  debtor  and  creditor 
side  of  the  account,  this  was  a  circumstance 
deserving  of  peculiar  attention.  His  Lord- 
ship, in  this  part  of  his  argument,  took  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  the  exertion  of  a  well-known 
society  at  Paris  f Lcj  yhfiij  des  Noirs),  who, 
with  the  most  philanthiopic  views,  had  esta- 
blished a  system  as  applicable  to  the  Blacks  in 
the  West  Indies,  which,  if  carried  into  full 
eiFect,  might  have  been  productive  of  the  most 
serious  consequences.  The  negroes  might 
have  been  conciliated  and  efFectually  trained 
to  arms.  A  numerous  and  formidable  body 
of  soldiers  might  have  been  employed  in  at- 
tempting a  descent  on  some  one  or  other  of 
our  West  India  islands.  Jamaica  itself  migiit 
have  fallen  in  a  warfare  so  conducted.  On 
the  most  respectable  authorities  it  had  been 
stated,  that  ships  with  quantities  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  a  proportionate  number  of  troops, 
might  have  been  landed  in  ;ome  one  of  our 
islands  before  such  an  event  could  be  antici- 
pated, and  the  most  disastrous  consequences 
might  have  ensued.  The  existence  of  our 
whole  ^¥cst  India  possessions  might  have  been 
exposed  to  the  most  imminent  peril ;  but  now 
all  this  danger  had  entirely  disappeared.  By 
the  unwise  conduct  of  the  First  Consul,  for 
whatever  was  contrary  to  the  rJglits  of  man 
he  must  always  consider  unwise,  a  system  of 
extermination  had  been  pursued,  by  which 
the  indignation  of  the  Blacks  was  exasperated 
to  madness,  and  France  was  deprived  of  one 
of  the  richest  and  the  fairest  colonies  of  the 
world.  But  Ministers,  after  all  this,  still  re- 
verted to  the  views  of  Buonaparte  respecting 
Egypt.  Putting  this  question  fairly  and  can- 
didly, he  wished  to  ask  their  Lordships,  whe 
ther  it  was  meant  to  be  insinuated  that  the 
predilection  of  Buonaparte  for  Egypt  was  any 
thing  novel  ?  Was  it  not  well  enough  ascer- 
tained, that  the  possession  of  it  was  one  of 
his  most  favourite  objects  ?  Did  he  not,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  sacrifice 
one  of  the  bravest  armies  that  ever  followed 
the  fortunes  of  a  favourite  general  ?  Because 
the  First  Consul  had  at  one  time  expressed  a 
very  strong  inclination  to  obtain  possession  of 
Egypt,  he"  did  not  think  that  this  was  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  retention  of  Malta,  in  the 
way  in  which  it  was  by  Ministers  proposed  to 
be  retained.  He  desired  their  Lordships  to 
reflect  on  this  circumstance,  that  a  favoural'e 
chanf^e  might  be  introduced  into  the  sent:- 
*Tt  a 
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mcnts  and  views  of  the  First  Consul.  He  had 
not  shewn  himselt'  to  ke  guided  by  any  sys- 
tematic or  invariable  principles.  It  was  im- 
possible, from  what  he  had  done  to-day,  to 
calculate  what  he  would  do  to-morrow.  This 
might,  with  some  persons,  be  a  ground  of  cen- 
sure ;  but  he  liked  the  First  Consul  the  better 
for  this  disposition.  There  appeared  to  him, 
his  Lordship  argued,  something  laughable  in  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements  relative  to  the  reten- 
tion of  Malta.  The  ultimatum  of  Ministers 
was,  that  Malta  should  remain  in  our  possession 
for  ten  years.  Now  he  would  beg  to  know 
what  was  the  object  of  such  arrangement  ? 
Was  there  any  thing  mysterious  in  having 
Malta  in  our  possession  by  a  bond  for  ten 
years  ?  He  should  wish  to  be  informed,  whe- 
ther any  important  national  advantage  could 
result  from  it  ?  After  the  ten  years  were  ex- 
pired, were  the  ambitious  views  of  Buona- 
parte to  be  moderated  ?  Was  he  to  divest  him- 
self of  all  the  qualities  which  were  now  the 
objects  of  anxiety  and  alarm  ?  He  certainly 
entertained  no  sort  of  doubt  of  the  views  of 
the  French  government  respecting  Egypt,  and 
he  v>-ould  be  the  last  man  in  the  world'  to  deny 
that,  with  a  view  to  the  security  of  our  East- 
ern dominions,  the  possession  of  Egypt  by 
France  was  certainly  an  event  most  earnestly 
to  be  deplored.  He  differed,  however,  from 
Ministers  on  this  point  in  the  most  decided 
manner.  He  diltered  from  them  on  the  sim- 
ple principle,  that  Malta  ought  to  be  kept  in 
perpetuity  by  this  country.  But  how  had 
Ministers  conducted  the  discussion  ?  Their 
conduct,  as  he  had  before  hinted,  was  ridicu- 
lous in  the  highest  degree.  It  appeared  in 
page  no  of  the  Correspondence,  in  a  dis- 
patch dated  as  near  to  the  present  day  as  the 
12th  of  May,  that  at  the  time  when  Lord 
Whitworth  was  preparing  to  set  out  from 
Paris,  M.  Talleyrand  brought  forward  a  pro- 
position, holding  out  a  prospect  of  allowing 
us  to  retain  Malta  in  perpetuity  for  a  valuable 
consideration.  The  answer  to  this  proposi- 
tionvvas  of  a  very  simple  description.  Lord 
Whitworth  solicited  for  his  passports,  and 
left  Paris  without  any  explanation.  This  he 
could  not  help  thinking  contrary  to  all  the 
wisest  maxim.^  of  policy.  It  appeared  to  him, 
indeed,  to  violate  the  plainest  principles  of 
common  sense.  In  judging  of  this  question, 
he  thought  that  he  could  not  have  a  better 
criterion  of  judgment,  than  by  putting  him- 
self in  the  supposed  situation  of  an  arbitrator. 
Acting  in  this  capacity,  if  he  were  called  on 
to  decide  on  the  difrerences  of  two  indivi- 
duals, he  should  begin  by  ascertaining  what 
were  the  particular  objects  to  which  they  re- 
spectively laid  claim.  If  he  found  that  the 
claims  of  both  referred  to  the  same  object, 
his  arbitration  might  then  appear  fruitless.'  If, 
however,  he  found,  on  the  contrary,  that  their 
wishes  WLie  directed  to  different  aed  uncon- 
nected objects,  the  task  of  arbitration  would 
become  easy.    He  should  in  this  case  ask  the 


1  parties,  what  they  respectively  wanted  ?  He 
should  make  an  equitable  adjustment,  and 
leave  them  to  settle  the  difference.  But  Mi- 
nisters did  not  rest  their  case  v/ith  Malta. 
They  had  a  long  string  of  complaints  against 
the  French  government,  respecting  the  cur- 
tailment of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  the  dis- 
missal of  emigrants,  and  the  seditious  publi- 
cations of  bishops.  The  insolence  of  Buona- 
parte, in  requiring  these  concessions  to  his 
haughty  demands,  had  been  made  a  subject 
of  very  general  complaint.  He  was  ready  to 
declare,  that  after  having  perused  the  pa- 
pers with  the  greatest  possible  attention,  he 
saw  no  proof  of  his  insolence  in  the  corre- 
spondence betwixt  the  two  governments.  If 
the  French  government  really  required  that 
the  liberty  of  the  press  should  be  curtailed, 
that  the  ft-eedom  of  discussion  in  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  should  be  limited,  then  he  de- 
clared that  Ministers  ought  to  have  insisted  on 
an  immediate  and  distinct  explanation.  If 
the  answer  of  the  French  government  was  not 
satisfactory,  what  was  to  be  the  conduct  pur- 
sued by  Ministers  ?  They  ought  to  have  re- 
called our  Minister  th.at  day,  and  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day  our  cannon  ought  to  have  roared 
to  avenge  the  insult  offered  to  the  national 
honour.  He  scarctly  thought  it  necessary  for 
him  to  declare  his  attachm.ent  to  the  liberty  of 
the  press.  There  was  no  constitutional  pri- 
vilege to  which  he  was  more  strongly  attached; 
he  had  even  written  a  pamphlet  in  its  defence; 
it  was  a  privilege  which  he  v/ould  su; render 
only  with  his  life.  But  while  he  was  an  advo- 
cate for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  he  was  not 
to  stand  up  for  its  licentiousness.  He  gave 
the  Noble  Lord  who  opened  the  discussion 
credit  for  the  candour  and  the  openness  with 
which  he  had  spoken  on  the  subject.  The 
Noble  Lord  allowed  that  he  had  seen  some 
late  publications  of  a  most  mischievous  tend- 
ency. This  he  could  say  from  his  own  know- 
ledge— some  of  these  publications  were  indeed 
of  a  nature  which  could  not  be  justified  on 
any  principle  of  regard  to  the  rights  of  inde- 
pei'.dent  states.  It  was  of  great  importance 
that  the  liberty  of  the  press,  as  it  ought  to  be 
exercised,  should  be  clearly  and  accurately 
defined.  He  wished  to  state  to  their  Lord- 
ships what  were  the  views  which  he  enter- 
tained on  the  subject.  The  criterion  betwixt 
what  was  false,  scandalous,  and  scurrilous, 
was  what  would  be  tolerated  with  respect  to 
the  Ministci-s  of  the  Crown.  What  could  not 
be  applied  to  their  conduct,  it  was  unfair  and 
criminal  to  apply  to  the  conduct  of  the  first 
magistrates  of  other  counti-ies.  On  this  point 
he  thought  the  First  Consul  of  France  had  a 
right  to  complain,  because  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  specific  case  of  insolence  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  France  was  established. 
The  plain  objection  against  Ministers  was  this, 
that  they  did  not  make  a  specific  remon- 
strance :  t'ley  suffered  past  injuries  to  pass 
over  uanpticed}  they  continued  to  negotiate 
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about  Malta,  and  they  have  no  ground  now 
to  hold  up  these  as  real  grounds  for  war.  His 
Lordship  next  touched  upon  the  armaments 
described  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland, 
alluded  to  in  his  Majesty's  first  message.  Here 
he  thought  the  matter  lay  in  a  very  narrow 
compass.  Ministers  asserted  the  existence  ol 
armaments,  without  producing  even  an  intima- 
tion of  preparations.  The  French  government 
denies  the  assertion  of  Ministers,  and  appeals 
to  facts  in  support  of  their  assertion.  The 
defence  on  this  point  was  what  the  public 
anxiously  looked  for  on  as  early  a  day  as  pos- 
sible. His  Lordship,  after  a  few  more  obser- 
vations, concluded  by  saying  that  he  should 
vote  against  the  address,  as  it  was  now 
formed,  whatever  his  sentiments  of  indigna- 
tion were  aganist  French  ambition.  Before  he 
sat  down,  he  paid  some  high  compliments  to 
a  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Addington),  whose  up- 
rightness of  coriduct  demanded  the  highest  ap- 
probation. He  was  confident  of  that  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent.'s  sincere  desire  of  peace,  and  thought 
that  even  still  an  effort  might  be  made  to 
maintain  the  continuance  of  tranquillity  be^ 
tvvixt  the  governments. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  rose,  and  said,  that 
he  was  one  of  those  who  had  voted  for  peace, 
and  t;upported  his  Majesty's  Ministers  in  exe- 
cuting the  treaty  of  Amiens,  because  he  had 
percv-ivtu  the  general  wish  for  peace  :  on  that 
account,  he  accorded  with  it,  though  he  must 
acknowledge  he  never  thought  it  could  be 
lasting  ;  and  he  would  add,  that  he  was  consi- 
derably disappointed  when  he  heard  it  was 
signed.  But  under  existing  circumstances  he 
had  no  doubt  that  Minisiero  had  done  the  best 
for  the  country.  After  having  read  over  many 
of  the  articles,  and  commented  on  them  with 
great  judgment  and  perspicuity,  he  called  their 
Lordships'  attention  to  Malta,  which  he  im- 
pressively stated  would  be  a  place  of  defence, 
and  not  of  offence,  in  the  hands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  in  the  possession  of  France,  it  would 
necessarily  lead  to  the  most  dangerous  conse- 
quences :  from  Toulon  a  squadron  may  sail  to 
Malta,  from  Malta  to  Egypt,  and  from  Egypt 
to  our  Eastern  possessions.  The  Noble  Earl 
(Stanhope)  said,  that,  by  the  conduct  of  the 
First  Cojisul  himself,  St.  Domingo  was  lost  to 
France.  He  thought  difFerentiy  ;  and  was  of 
opinion  that  France  lost  St.  Domingo  through 
this  country,  which  had  lately  opened  its  eyes 
to  the  designs  of  a  few  desperate  men.  It  was 
in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's  message  of 
the  9th  of  March,  that  it  might  be  said  to  the 
French  government.  You  shall  not  have  St. 
Domingo,  You  shall  not  have  Louisiana,  or 
the  Floridas:  and  to  her  ally  the  Batavian  re- 
public 1  would  say,  You  shall  not  have  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  you  shall  not  have  but 
what  Great  Britain  pleases  to  give  you.  But, 
jnv  Lords,  I  will  declare  to  you,  that,  not- 
withstanding my  wish  to  see  my  country 
ascepd  in  the  scale  of  Europe,  1  v/ould  not 


wish  to  see  France  put  down.  I  do  think  that 
for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  balance  and  se- 
ciu"ing  liberty  there  should  be  a  species  of 
rivalry.  I  only  wish  that  England  may  as:ert 
herself,  and  conect  the  insolence  of  France, 
who,  whether  at  peace  or  war,  will  always  be 
the  enemy  of  this  country.  Having  said  thus 
much,  he  would  no  longer  trespass  on  their 
Lordships'  patience,  but  give  his  cordial  sup- 
port to  the  address. 

Lord  MuLGRAVE.  The  present  subject, 
which  involves  both  the  interest  and  independ- 
ence of  Great  Britain,  is  of  too  much  import- 
ance not  to  excite  the  feelings  and  commandthc 
most  serious  consideration  of  every  English- 
man. Before  I  proceed  farther,  I  will  return 
thanks  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers  for  their  for- 
bearance, for  their  conciliatory  spirit,  and  for 
their  estimation  of  the  feelings  of  this  Houj^e 
and  of  the  country.  I  will  follow  their  exam.ple, 
and  abstain  from  any  com.ments  that  would 
irritate  or  provoke,  because  I  think  it  beneath 
the  dignity  of  the  House  to  express  its  feelings 
upon  the  insults  offered  by  France,  on  the 
course  of  her  ambition,  and  upon  her  various 
aggressions.  I  shall  notice  part  of  the  speech 
of  a  Noble  Earl  (Stanhope),  which  wjs  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  1  have  ever  heard.  If 
in  his  own  person  he  wished  to  provoke  a  de- 
bate in  the  House,  he  could  not  resoit  to  more 
effectual  means  than  his  expression  of  English 
sentiments  and  French  partiality.  The  Noble 
Earl  would  give  up  Guernsey  and  Jersey  to  the 
First  Consul  for  Malta;  he  would  yield  the 
possession  of  those  islands  for  the  basest  of 
purposes — he  would  bailer  them  in  order  to 
appease  the  French  government  ;  he  would 
surrender  up  their  inhabitants,  whose  loyalty 
to  his  Majesty,  and  attachment  to  this  coun- 
try, is  unquestionable.  Having  read  the  ne- 
gotiation, my  Lords,  with  close  attention,  as 
I  am  sure  each  of  you  has,  I  will  ask,  whether 
the  state  of  affairs,  whether  circumstances  be- 
ing maturely  weighed,  it  ought  not  to  be  matter 
of  exultation  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens  no 
longer  exists  ?  I  was  one  of  those  who  wished 
for  peace,  and  deprecated  war  as  the  greatest 
of  calamities ;  but  I  have  considered  the  loth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  as  incapable  of 
execution  in  its  real  sense  and  spirit;  Init  as  it 
has  been  signed,  and  as  the  honour  of  his  Ma- 
jesty and  of  the  country  is  committed,  it 
ought  to  be  adhered  to.  Yes,  my  Lords, 
a  treaty  should  be  sacred.  But  if  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  departs  from  it,  then  the 
other  is  no  longer  bound.  I  would  ask  you, 
my  Lords,  I  would  ask  my  courury,  and  all 
Europe,  whether  there  were  not  dispositions 
manifested,  whether  acts  of  hostility  were  not 
committed  by  the  French  government,  which 
violated  the  treaty,  and  justified  this  country 
in  demanding  security  against  the  gigantic 
strides  of  its  insatiable  ambition  ?  It  is  im- 
possible, from  the  purview  of  this  treaty,  and 
of  tlie  circumstances  attending  it,  that  it  caa 
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continue  any  longer.     Let  me  call  your  atten-  '• 
tion,  my  Lords,  to    the    10th   article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  and  consider  it  in  every  point 
of  view.     How   has  the   French  government 
acted  in  conformity  to  the  spirit  and  meaning 
of  it?     Why,  my  Lords,  on  the  nth  of  Sep- 
tember 1802,  Piedmont  was  annexed  to  France. 
Is  this,  my  Lords,  a  bagatelle?     Pitdmont  is 
a  country  of  greater   importance  than  is  ge- 
nerally supposed  ;  its  resources  are  great  for  ; 
its  extent ;  and  its  productions  abundant.    We 
know  that  its  princes,  supported  by  the  ar-  | 
dour  of  the  people,  served  as  a  counterpoise  1 
against  Austria  in  former  wars ;  and  shall  we  | 
admit  as  a  mere  bagatelle,  that  the  resources 
of  a  country  capable   of  being  dangerous,  in 
the   hands  of  France,  against  Germany,  and 
consequently  against  Europe,  at  present  shall  1 
be  so  employed — shall  we  consider  this  as  a  ' 
bagatelle  ? — "'  Ces  sont  les  bagatelles."     Is  not 
this  a  reason  why  this  country  should  demand 
explanation  and  additional   security  in  conse- 
quence of  the  annexation  of  this  valuable  ter- 
ritory?    The  Helvetic  republic  was  to  have 
been'independtnt,  it  was  to  have  the  power  of 
legislating  for  itself — but  see  it  reduced  to  the 
vassalage   of  France,    trodden    upon    by   her 
armies,  and  obliged  to  accept  a  constitution. 
What  is  the  state  of  Holland  ?     Compclied  to 
feed  and  pay  the  armies  of  its  great  ally  and 
protector,  it  groans  under  the  v.-eight  of  its 
slavery.     What  are  we  to  understand  by  sla- 
very ?     If  a  country  cannot  act  in  conformity 
to  its  own  wishes,  if  it  cannot  legislate  for  itself, 
if  it  should  be  obliged  to  give  up,  when  called 
upon,  every  thing  it  possesses,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  friendship,  to  an  ambitious  and  power- 
ful neighbour — what  is  tliis  but  slavery  ?    And 
such  is  the  condition  of  Holland,  or,  as  it  is 
nick-named,  the  Batavian  republic.     Can  she 
be  distinguished  in  any  respect  from  France  ? 
Is  she  not  completely  prostrated  ?    I  do  there- 
fore call  upon  you,  my  Lords,  to  say,  whe- 
ther the  aggregate,  at  least  of  the  ambitious 
and  domineering  acts  of  the  French  govern- 
ment in  Europe,  and  its  views  respecting  Asia 
and  India,  should  not  be  well  weighed  ;  and 
before  I  would  commence  on  this  occasion,  I 
should  weigh  the  conclusion  very  deliberately. 
But,  my  Lords,  the  conclusion   is  most  clear 
and  decisive,  and  his  Majesty's  Ministers  have 
declared,  that  notwithstanding  the  many  in- 
citements to  irritation  and  hostility  they  had 
received,  still  thai  they  preferred  the  blessings 
of  peace,  consistently  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  honour  and  welfare  of  the 
country,  to  every  other  consideration,  and  did 
ingenuously  profess   an   inte:ition  to  execute 
the  treaty  of  Amiens.     But  in  the  purview  of 
this  treaty  the  independence  of  Malta  was  to 
be  guarantied;    a    Grand  Master  was  to  be 
appointed — by  whom  r — By  the  langues,  and 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  Pope.     View  this  sub- 
ject in  its  proper  point  of  view,  my  Lords  ;  the 
Grand  Master  was  to  be  confirmed  in  his  situ- 
ation  by  the  Popv'.     The  guarantee  of  the 


Pope,    my  Lords,  in  past   ages,  might  have 
been   sufticient  security,  when  he  could  say 
to  one  power,  You  shall  submit  to  my  man- 
date, or  I  will  excommunicate  you,  and  ab- 
solve all  your  subjects  from  their  allegiance. — 
But  without  dwelling  on  the  power  of  the  Pope 
in  former  ages,  what  is  his  power  at  present  ? 
Is  he  not  the  vassal  of  the  French  republic  ? 
Is  he  not  the  instrument  of  its  ambition  ?    Is 
he  not  all  things  unto  all  men,  when  the  Con- 
sul  commands  ?      But,    my   Lords,    there   is 
somewhat  extraordinary  in  the  history  of  the 
langues  of  Malta.     I  shall  instance  one,  in  or- 
der to  shew  the  insecurity  of  any  treaty  that 
might  be  subject  to  ito  ratification,  as  far  as 
the    articles  respect-ng  it  may  be   extended. 
"  A  Grand  Master  had  offended  the  langues  : 
in   consequence,  as  they  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  do,  they  suspended  him  ;  he  appeaU-d 
to  the  Pope,  who  remonstrated,  but  in  vain  ; 
the  Grand  Master,  appointed  by  the  langues, 
continued  in  his  office  until  death."   This,  my 
Lords,  is  an  historical  and  unequivocal  proof 
of  the  hostility  of  the  knights  of  Malta  to  the 
papal  power.     It  is  evident,  under  the  circum- 
stances  of  the   present  case,  that  the   Pope 
cannot  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  Malta;  without  power,  without 
territory,    without    even    spiritual    influence, 
what  security  can  be  afforded  by  him  to  the 
British  empire  \     I  shall  now,  my  Lords,  call 
your  attention  to  Colonel  Sebastiani's  Report ; 
a  Report  which  was  given  officially,  but  was  it 
given  in  the  spirit  of  commercial  rivalry?     No, 
my  Lords;  disregarding  the  ties  by  which  both 
countries  ought  to  be  united,he  proceeds  on  his 
expedition.   He  passes  from  Africa  to  Asia;  he 
visits  Ghezar  Pacha,  as  he  acknowledges  at  the 
risk  of  his  life  ;  so  anxious  was  he  to  perform  his 
employer's  mission.     Having  made  his  arrange- 
nients  and  impressions  in  that  quarter^,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Ionian  islands,  in  which,  having 
ascertained  his  influence,  he  informs  the  First 
Consul  that  the  inhabitants  will  be  reatly  at  any 
favourable  opportunity  to  shake  off  the  yoke.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject  can  it  be  said,  that  Buo- 
naparte has  execirted  the  treaty  of  Amiens?  No, 
my  Lords:  conformably  to  it,  the  independence 
of  the  Ionian  islands  was  secured.     Conform- 
ably to  its  stipulations,  the  integrity  of  the 
Turkish  empire  was  to  be  confirmed  ;  but  how- 
does  it  accord  with  the  mission  of  Sebastiani  ? 
Surely  not,  my  Lords.    But  allow  me  to  ob- 
sei've  on  the  conversation  of  the  Fii'st  Consul 
with  Lord  Whitworth — [Hei-e  th.e  Noble  Lord 
recited  the  conversation  from  the  printed  pa- 
pers.]— Under  these  circum.stances  allow  me 
to  ask,  v.hether  we  are  declaring  war  against 
France,  or  France  against  us  ?    Are  there  not 
gi-ounds  at  least,  my  Lords,  of  apprehension  ? 
And  why  should  Great  Britain  for  an  instant 
hesitate  to  bring  the  point  to  an  issue  ?     But 
consider  this  subject  a  little  farther.     In  turn- 
ing over  the  pages  of  the  negotiation,  I  find  a 
note  from  M.  Otto,  r-equesting  to  send  away 
from  this  country  the  princes,  bishops,  and 
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other  emigrants,  who  had  sacrificed  their  com- 
forts, their  property,   their  connexions,  and, 
in  fine,  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  to  their 
honour  and  principles.     The  Government  of 
this  country  was  called  upon  to  banish  them, 
to  refuse  them  the  rites  of  hospitality,   and 
eject  them  from  us  as  outcasts   of  society, 
doomed  to  encounter  the  horrors  of  degrada- 
tion, poverty,  and  perhaps  persecution.     But, 
my  Lords,  what  language  is  this  ?     Is  it  not 
speaking  to  the  Government  of  this  country, 
as  to  the  King  of  Naples  ?  Is  it  not  command- 
ing us  in  a  manner  to  succumb  to  the  yoke, 
and  bear  the  iron  rod  ?     Then  we  may  expect 
to   be    under    the    proconsulate    of    Arthur 
O'Connor,  "  shorn,  and  to  the  quick  indeed." 
But  he  goes  farther ;  he  calls  upon  you  to  de- 
stroy the  palladium  of  our  liberties ;  he  de- 
mands that  we  shall  regulate  it  in  a  manner 
unknown    in  this  country.      Talleyrand,  the 
regulator  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  tells  us  we 
shall  do  so ;    and  Buonapaite,  the  regulator- 
general  of  the  universe,    demands  Malta  for 
himself.     What  sort  of  conduct  is  this  from 
one  independent  country  to  another  ?     I  have 
now  to  apologize  to  the  House  for  trespassing 
so  long  on  its  patience  ;  but  I  hope  I  shall  be 
excused,  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind,  for  in- 
dulging a  little  in  English  feeling  and  English 
sentiments,  arising   from  a  wish   to  preserve 
our  constitution,  our  liberty,  and  our  rights- 
Lord   Melville  rose   to   give   his  hearty 
concurrence  to  the  address  which  had  been 
moved  by  the  Noble  Lord  ;  and  in  pledging 
himself  to  support  his  Majesty  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  just  rights  and  interests  of  the 
country,  he  begged  leave  to  explain,  in  a  few 
words,  the    sentiments   he    entertained   upon 
this  important  subject.     In  alluding  to  what 
had  been  said  respecting  Malta,  he  observed, 
that  the  question  was  now  freed  from  much 
of  the  difficulty  and  perplexity  in  which  it  had 
been  involved.     He  rejoiced  most  heartily  that 
nobody  could  stand  up  to  deny  that  the  loth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  totally  in- 
capable of  being  carried  into  execution.     He 
congratulated  the  House,  he  congratulated  the 
country,  that   it  was  so  incapable   of  being 
executed  ;  nay,  he  thought  it  matter  of  con- 
gratulation that  the  French,  by  their  obstinacy, 
had  prevented  any  new  and  adequate  arrange- 
ment for  th^  independence  of  Malta  from  be- 
ing substituted  in  the  room  of  that  which  cir- 
cumstances had   so  completely  rendered  im- 
practicable.    What  indeed  would  have  been 
the  situation  of  Malta  with  all  its  guarantees  ? 
Was  the  guarantee  of  Spain,  of  Prussia,  of 
France,  to  be  relied  upon  ?     It  would  not  be 
pretended   that  such    securities  were   of  any 
a%-ail.   'The  only  guarantee  of  importance,  and 
which  could  have  any  efficacy,  was  that  of 
■Russia,  in  conjunction  with  Great  Britain.   He 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  Russia  in  such  an 
arrangement  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  for 
he  considered  it  mutually  for  the  interest  cf 


the  two  countries  to  cherish  the  strictest  union 
and  alliance.     Nevertheless  he  was  happy  that 
the  guarantee  of  Russia  was  not  to  be  attacht'd 
to  an  arrangement  in  every  way  so  inadequate 
to  the  object  it  had   in  view.     It  was  in  tact 
most   advantageous    for  Russia    that    Malta 
should  be  under  the  protection  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.    It  was  Great  Britain  alone  winch,  by  its 
naval  superiority,  by  its  capacity  to  avail  itself 
of  the   harbours  and  naval  station  of  Mnlta, 
was  calculated  to  be  the  custodier  of  Malta. 
Every  other  plan  for  its  protection  and  its  in- 
dependence was  futile  and  inadequate.     Now 
indeed  he  was  at  liberty  to  contemplate  the 
possibility  of  realizing  an  object  of  so  much 
importance  as  the  settlement  of  Malta  under 
British   protection.     Well   did    he   remember 
the  melancholy  moments  he  had  passed,  when, 
after  reading  the   definitive  treaty,  he  found 
Malta  exposed  to  so  much  danger  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  a  power  that  would  employ 
it  for  our  destruction.     The  importance   of 
that  island  had  long  appeared  to  him  to  be 
very  great,  and  Europe  had  in  the  most  deci- 
sive instances  witnessed  it.  By  means  of  Malta 
it  was  that  the  French  had  attacked  and  made 
themselves  masters  of  Egypt.    By  Malta  it  was 
that  we  had  been  enabled  to  recover  that  pos- 
session.    If  Malta  remained  in  our  hands,  it' 
was  impossible  that  all  the  efforts  of  France^ 
that  all  the  armaments  siie  could  send  forth, 
could  obtain  possession  of  Egypt,  while  we, 
with  a  superior  navy,  had  the  opportunity  of 
availing  ourselves  of  the  harbours  of  Malta. 
Malta,  therefore,  was  to  be  considered  as  of 
infinite  importance  to  the  sLxngthening  and 
security  of  our  empire  in  India.     He  consider- 
ed it  as  a  great  tower  erected  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, on  which  the  Rag  of  Great  Britain, 
displayed  and  floating,  would   hold  forth  an 
invitation  to  the  people  of  the  MediteiTanean, 
of  the  Adriatic,  and  cf  the  Levant  seas,  to 
i-ally  i-ound  it,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
protection  of  this  country.     It  ther-fi'ore  was 
subject   of  congratulation,  that,  without  any 
charge   upon  our  good  faith,  an  opportunity 
had  occurred  in  which  the  lolh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  could  not  be  executed.     As 
we  were  now  going   to   war,  and  as  Malta 
formed  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  war,  he 
wished  that  its  value  should  be  fully  understood, 
and  that  we  should  likewise  keep  in  view  the 
necessity  of  availing  ourselves  of  its  advantages 
to  the  utmost.  He  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  the 
Order  being  restored  ;  or  of  the  independence 
of  the  island  being  in  any  manner  guarantied. 
While  Great  Britain  v^as  able  to  keep  a  supe- 
rior Rett  in  the  harbours  of  Malta,  in  the  pro- 
tection of  Great  Britain  it  would  be  secure. 
It  was  evident  how  gi-eat  intei-ests  depended 
upon  the  retention  of  Malta  ;  were  we  then  to 
give  up  that  pc^iscision  which  was  so  essential 
to  those   interest;:  ?     If,  then,  we  wei-e  going 
to  war  for  Malta,  it  was  an  object  to  animate 
the  courage  and  r-eward  the  achievements  of 
our  fleets  and  armies.     We  should  go  to  vvar. 
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therefore,  upon  this  ground  as  a  broad  ques- 
tion both  of  right  and  of  general  policy.  In 
this  view  it  was  matter  of  congratulation  that 
Malta  was  to  be  considered  as  a  British  object. 
We  had  now  got  rid  of  any  consideration  of 
the  knights  of  St.  John.  What  was  the  situa- 
of  those  knights  when  we  obtained  possession 
of  the  island  ?  They  had  degraded  and  over- 
thrown  their  Order  by  an  act  of  perfidy  ;  nor 
could  they  be  restored  without  the  severest 
injury  to  the  people  of  the  island.  The  Order 
had  become  odious  to  the  Maltese  by  the  act 
of  treachery  by  which  they  had  put  them  un- 
der the  government  of  France,  and  it  was 
doubtful  whether  the  Maltese  would  not  hqve 
deemed  themselves  less  unfortunate  in  being 
transferred  to  France  than  being  again  placed 
under  the  command  of  an  Order  which  they 
had  so  much  reason  to  hate  and  to  distrust. 
Besides,  it  was  to  be  considered  that  we  went 
to  the  aid  of  the  Maltese,  previously  engaged 
in  the  reduction  of  the  French  ;  and  it  was 
greatly  against  the  wishes  of  the  people  that 
the  Order  was  to  be  reinstated  upon  any  terms. 
We  ought  therefore  to  secure  to  the  Maltese  a 
■wise  and  suitable  form  of  civil  government,  to 
be  enjoyed  by  them  under  the  protection  of 
the  British  power.  This  object  ought  to  be 
prosecuted  and  settled  without  any  delay,  so 
that  whenever  any  new  negotiation  should  be 
set  on  foot,  we  might  be  enabled  to  say  that 
the  people  of  Malta,  under  a  form  of  govern- 
ment agreeable  to  their  wishes,  were  now 
established  under  the  protection  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
considered  the  retention  of  Malta  for  ever  to 
be  a  most  essential  object,  and  one  to  which, 
in  the  relative  circumstances  of  France  and 
this  country,  we  were  fully  entitled  to  prose- 
cute by  war.  In  voting  for  the  address  we 
therefore  voted  our  concurrence  in  the  war,  of 
which  that  was  the  principal  object.  The 
■  attainment  of  it  would  be  of  the  utmost 
benefit  to  all  the  states  of  the  Levant,  and 
under  our  protection  alone  Malta  could  be 
rendered  independent  and  happy. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  that  he  con- 
sidered tbe  demands  made  by  Ministers  in  the 
idtimatum  which  closed  the  negotiation  as  not 
adequate  motives  for  going  to  war ;  and  that 
he  did  not  consider  tlie  possession  of  Malta 
for  ten  years,  or  the  island  of  Lampedosa,  as 
sufficient  grounds  for  war. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  said,  that  he 
was  to  consider  the  grounds  of  war  stated  in 
the  Declaration  which  had  been  published  as 
the  real  grounds  of  war,  and  was  not  to  drau^ 
in  any  rumours  to  swell  out  the  case.  With 
respect  to  Holland,  it  was  known  at  the  time 
when  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  concluded, 
that  Holland  \vas  entirely  in  the  power  of 
France.  Switzerland,  though  an  interesting 
pait  of  Europe,  lay  too  remote  to  be  greatly 


I  assisted  by  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain.  It 
was  an  object  which  more  properly  belonged 
i  to  the  House  of  Austria.  Parma  and  Placentia 
were  likewise  ol)jects  remote  from  us,  and  not 
!  fully  within  the  sphere  of  our  political  in- 
I  fluence.  Russia,  it  was  said,  had  espoused 
I  the  cause  of  the  King  of  Sardinia.  Was  not 
!  Russia  a  power  able  to  support  his  rights  with 
I  efFect  ?  The  maintenance  of  his  interests, 
j  therefore,  did  not  immediately  call  for  our  in- 
terposition. The  Report  cf  Sebastiani  was 
]  stated  among  the  causes  of  the  war.  It  cer- 
tainly was  true  that  this  publication  contained 
much  that  was  offensive  in  the  manner,  but 
surely  there  was  nothing  new  in  the  nature  of 
such  a  Report.  Had  it  not  been  usual  for  every 
country  to  send  persons  to  inquire  into  the 
situation  of  other  countries  with  which  they 
were  connected  ?  Had  not  France  sent  per- 
sons of  that  description  to  this  country,  and 
we,  on  the  other  hand,  similar  persons  to 
France  ?  As  to  views  of  ambition,  it  might  be 
true  that  the  First  Consul  was  ambitious.  But 
v.'ho  in  such  a  situation  would  not  be  actuated 
by  views  of  ambition  ?  Was  it  to  be  expected 
that,  in  the  situation  of  France  and  of  Europe, 
all  views  of  ambition  should  be  extinguished 
in  the  breast  of  the  First  Consul  ?  He  was  far 
from  approving  the  whole  of  that  person's 
character.  No  honest  man,  he  believed,  could 
approve  of  his  conduct.  Yet  it  was  not  be- 
cause the  First  Consul  had  developed  views  of 
ambition  that  we  ought  to  conclude  that  he 
intended  to  go  to  war  with  us.  Our  business 
however  was,  not  to  allow  ourselves  to  be 
hurried  away  by  disapprobation  of  the  First 
Consul's  measures,  or  by  an  exaggerated  alarm 
at  his  ambition,  but  to  follow  a  steady  course 
of  national  policy.  Malta  certainly  was  an 
object  of  importance  ;  but  he  doubted  whether 
it  was  of  that  immense  importance  attached 
to  it  by  Lord  Melville.  About  five  years  ago, 
he  understood  that  an  ofFer  was  made  by  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Order,  to  this  country, 
on  certain  conditions  ;  but  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  by  the  cabinet  to  accept  the  offer. 
But  granting  it  to  be  of  value,  was  it  necessary 
to  go  to  war  for  it,  when,  perhaps,  by  skilful 
negotiation  we  might  have  obtained  it  ?  His 
Lordship  concluded  with  some  other  observa- 
tions which  we  did  not  hear. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  remarked,  that  it 
had  been  stated  as  subject  cf  congratulation, 
that  we  had  made  a  treaty  which  could  not 
and  ought  not  to  be  fulfilled.  This,  however, 
was  to  expose  the  national  faith,  which  bound 
us  to  fulfil  contracts,  though  it  might  be  disco- 
vered that  we  might  have  made  a  better  bargain. 
In  his  Grace's  opinion,  if  the  loth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  couid  have  been  put  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  powers  mentioned  in  it,  parti- 
cularly Russia,  we  should  have  had  as  much 
security  for  the  peace  as  the  circumstances  of 
Europe  would  permit,     lie  still  hoped  that 
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some  means  might  be  discovered  for  maintain- 
ing peace,  and  he  thought  that  if  any  oppor- 
tunity should  offer,  it  ought  to  be  embraced. 
At  the  same  time,  if  we  are  to  go  to  war,  he 
was  confident  that  every  Englishman  would 
join  heart  and  hand  in  repelling  the  attack  of  a 
foreign  enemy  attempting  to  invade  the  coun- 
try. The  address  did  not  entirely  meet  his 
ideas;  he  wished  that  it  should  stale  that 
the  House  would  see  with  satisfaction  his  Ma- 
jesty avail  himself  of  any  opening,  either  by 
negotiation  or  mediation,  calculated  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  war. 

Lord  Mflville  was  anxious  to  explain 
that  he  did  not  state  that  it  would  have  been 
proper  not  to  execute  the  loth  article  of  the 
tj-eaty  of  Amiens ;  it  could  have  been  exe- 
cuted, but  he  thought  that  since  circumstances 
in  which  this  country  had  no  concern  had 
rendered  its  execution  impossible,  a  new  ne- 
jfotiation  suitable  to  the  change  of  circum- 
stances was  to  be  entered  upon,  and  therefore 
he  considered  the  country  justified  in  retaining 
Malta. 

Lord  King  said,  that  though  the  situation 
of  Europe,  and  the  power  of  France,  were 
such  as  to  be  alarming  to  this  country,  he  did 
not  see  that  the  present  moment  was  favourable 
for  attempting  to  redress  what  was  wrong. 
Single-handed,  we  never  could  make  any  great 
impression  on  France;  nor  could  the  capture 
of  her  colonies  seriously  reduce  her  power. 
France  was  not  made  up  of  various,  separate, 
and  detached  settlements.  Nor  did  her  re- 
sources depend  so  much  on  dis'ant  colonies, 
or  foreign  commerce.  France  was  a  great  ter- 
ritorial and  military  power,  and  therefore 
rot  to  be  materially  repressed  by  a  power  of  a 
different  description,  like  that  of  England. 
His  Lordship,  therefore,  greatly  doubted  the 
prudence  of  going  to  war  at  this  juncture  with- 
out an  immediate  and  pressing  necessity.  He 
considered  the  war  now  entered  upon  as  a  war 
for  correcting  the  errors  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
Malta  was  an  important  object,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  worth  being  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  war.  He  therefore  wished  that  all 
means  for  effecting  peace  might  not  be  aban- 
doned. For  this  purpose  he  proposed  an 
amendment,  the  object  of  which  v.-as  to  leave 
out  the  greater  part  of  the  address,  and  to 
substitute  some  new  paragraphs,  the  purport 
of  which  was,  that  the  House  vou'J  see  with 
satisfaction  that  his  Majesty  should  listen  to 
any  farther  offer  of  amicable  settlement,  con- 
sistent with  the  honour  and  interests  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  it  had  been 
asked,  where  were  the  causes  that  justified  our 
going  to  war?  He  would  answer,  that  if  we 
had  not  at  present  adequate  justification  of 
vvai",  he  knew  not  what  insults,  provocations, 
or  dangers  could  justify  Christian  men  in  ap- 
pealing to  the  laws  of  self-defcivcc.  What  was 
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the  object  of  the  war  ?  He  would  aay  broadly 
that  it  was  a  war  to  redress  all  our  wrongs  and 
to  lepel  all  our  dangers.  It  was  not  a  war 
merely  for  Lampedosa,  as  a  Nob'e  Duke 
(Richmond)  had  said,  though,  as  the  Noble 
Duke  might  have  looked  to  that  object  as  a 
fruitful  subject  of  future  fortification,  he  ought 
not  to  have  held  it  so  despicable.  We  were 
going  to  war  not  for  such  inferior  considera- 
tions, but  the  greatest  stake  of  civil  society — 
for  every  thing  which  an  independent  nation 
could  prize — for  the  right  of  legi  lating  for 
ourselves,  which  the  enemy  had  proposed  to 
submit  to  the  standard  of  their  arbitrary  prin- 
ciples. He  trusted,  however,  that  such  va- 
luable pjivileges  we  should  never  abandon  to 
the  dictates  of  any  sovereign,  whether  lawful 
or  usurping,  or  to  any  mass  of  men  however 
formidable  in  power.  His  Lordship  alluded 
with  the  highest  praise  to  the  note  of  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  in  answer  to  M.  Otto's  note, 
and  said,  that  it  entitk-d  Ministers  to  the  thanks 
and  gratitude  of  the  country.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  consider,  whether  the  \var  was  just', 
for  unless  that  was  sound,  all  the  rest  was 
hollow.  But  he  contended,  that  for  Malta 
alone,  independent  of  other  circumstances,  we 
had  a  just  ground  for  war.  The  loth  article 
of  the  treaty  could  not  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion. The  Order  was  degraded  by  the  con- 
fiscation of  their  revenues ;  the  guarantees 
were  withheld,  so  that  it  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted. By  every  principle  both  of  the  law  of 
nations  and  of  common  law,  it  was  necessary 
to  execute  the  contract  as  nearly  in  the  spirit 
and  sense,  if  not  in  the  form  intended.  But 
it  was  necessary  too  that  time  and  conference 
should  be  employed  to  that  end.  Upon  taking 
up  the  treaty  on  the  ground  of  its  being^  im- 
practicable, France  could  not  with  justice 
demand  the  evacuation  of  Malta,  since  nothing 
has  continued  in  the  same  state  as  when  the 
former  arrangement  was  concluded.  It  had 
been  said,  with  some  ridicule,  that  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  new  Grand  Master  of  Malta  was 
left  to  the  Pope.  But  was  not  the  nomination 
of  the  Pope,  from  a  list  presented  by  the  cabi- 
net of  Russia,  as  likely  to  be  satisfactory  as  the 
choice  of  the  priories,  such  as  they  are  now 
constituted?  and  besides,  that  arrangement  was 
agreed  to  before  the  hostile  and  ambitious  views 
of  the  First  Consul  were  developed.  But  since 
it  bad  been  slievcn  that  Malta  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  preservation  of  the 
interests  of  this  country,  could  it  be  expected 
that  Malta  should  be  given  up  after  Sebastiani's 
Report  fumishedus  with  such  decisive  mf':-rm- 
ation  of  his  intentions  ?  In  hir,  conversation 
with  Lord  Whit  worth,  on  the  9th  of  February, 
the  First  Consul  informed  us  that  he  had 
7,5,000  men  which  might  have  been  s-ent  to 
Egypt,  and  the  hint  gave  sufficient  warning 
that  some  other  of  the  500., 000  men  be  boasted 
to  have  in  arms  might  be  converted  to  that 
purpose.  Besides,  the  aggrandizement  of 
France  since  the  peace  entitled  us  to  new  se- 
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curities  and  compensation.  By  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  nations  even  an  aggrandizement,  by 
succession  or  otherwise,  might  have  been 
ground  of  jealousy  and  suspicion  ;  but  when 
that  aggrandizement  had  been  obtained  by 
violence  and  injustice,  it  could  no  longer  be 
doubted  that  we  were  entitled  to  make  new 
demands.  His  Lordship  then  alluded  to  the 
seizure  of  British  vessels  on  the  most  frivolous 
pretences.  He  likewise  dwelt  upon  the  con- 
duct of  France  to  Switzerland.  He  denied 
that  the  proposal  of  accepting  Lampedosa  in 
sbvereignly,  and  Malta  for  ten  years,  was  one 
that  was  to  be  rated  by  the  mere  value  of  these 
objects.  The  object  gained  would  have  been 
security  that  the  danger  which  the  ambition  of 
France  threatened  would  be  guarded  against 
for  ten  years ;  that  Europe  would  have  ob- 
tained a  breathing-time ;  that  means  might 
have  been  devised  f'or  fresh  securities.  It  was 
great  objects  like  these,  and  not  merely  pos- 
session of  a  station  for  ten  years,  that  were 
required.  He  was  aware  of  the  burdens  which 
,  the  contest  would  involve,  and  nobody  regret- 
ted them  more  than  he  did ;  but  he  knew  also 
the  resources  of  the  country  to  be  equal  to  any 
necessity.  If  we  had  not  the  chivalry  and 
gallantry  of  Cressy,  Poictiers,  and  Agincourt, 
■v^e  had  to  oppose  to  the  enemy  the  heroes  of 
Aboukir,  of  the  Nile,  of  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  of 
St.  Vincent,  of  Camperdown.  Similar  heroism 
and  similar  achievements,  he  trusted,  would 
signalize  the  present  contest ;  and  with  such 
resources  ought  we  to  submit  to  insults  ?  To 
the  energies  of  the  people,  Parliament,  he 
trusted,  would  supply  wisdom,  counsel,  and 
unanimous  resolution  to  withstand  the  com- 
■  mon  enemy,  without  being  influenced  by  any 
low  considerations  of  party. 

Earl  MoiRA  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
the  picture  which  som.e  Noble  Lords  had 
drawn  of  all  the  calamities  attendant  on  a  state 
of  war.  It  was  like  the  pestilential  blast  of 
the  desert,  which  withered  every  thing  before 
it.  He  also  agreed  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
Noble  Lord  who  proposed  the  amendment, 
that  their  Lordships  had  not  merely  to  decide 
upon  their  own  feelings  and  interests,  but  how 
far  the  feehngs  of  the  people  of  the  country 
were  congenial,  and  how  far  their  interests 
were  to  be  affected.  However,  though  he 
coincided  in  this  position,  and  sincerely  ap- 
proved the  motives  v/hich  generally  actuated 
the  conduct  of  that  Noble  Lord,  yet  he  could 
not  help  regretting  that  any  amendment  sliould 
have  been  proposed  which  could  tend  to  pro- 
duce the  least  diversity  of  sentiment  upon  an 
occasion  when  unanimity  was  so  ve;y  desirable, 
and  might  be  productive  of  the  hist  conse- 
quence to  the  fate  of  the  conntry.  passing 
from  this  amendment,  which  the  Noble  Lord 
expressed  his  hope  would  not  be  pressed,  he 
took  notice  of  the  manner  in  v/hich  a  Noble 
and  Learned  Judge  had  treated  the  ct)mplaints  j 
0/  the  French  government  with  respect  to  the 


publications  in  this  country,  referring  to  its 
administration ;  and  upon  this  point  he  wa3 
ready  to  admit  the  candour  of  the  Noble  Se^ 
cretary  of  State  as  to  the  offensive  tendency 
of  the  general  tenour  of  those  publications — 
for  offensive  many  of  them  certainly  were. 
Among  those,  however,  he  did  net  mean  so 
much  to  dwell  upon  the  sentiments  of  the 
English  newspapers,  as  upon  those  which  ap- 
peared in  French  newspapers  published  in 
London,  particularly  the  Courier  de  Londres,  a 
paper  understood  to  be  in  a  great  degree  under 
the  peculiar  patronage  of  his  Majesty's  Mini- 
sters. If  so,  the  French  government  had  very 
just  reason  to  complain.  It  was  reviled  in  the 
grossest  terms  of  abuse  in  this  publication ;  and 
why,  he  would  ask,  should  a  paper  which 
could  not  be  employed  for  any  purpose  of 
amusing  or  informing  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, be  suffered  to  pursue  that  system  of  con- 
duct which  must  operate  to  disturb  the  amity 
subsisting  between  the  two  governments,  more 
particularly  when  Government  had  power, 
under  the  alien  act,  to  send  the  editor  out  of 
the  country,  if  it  chose  to  discountenance  such 
proceedings?  Their  declining  to  do  so  was 
not  less  a  justification  of  the  remonstrances  of 
the  French  government  upon  this  subject  than 
a  ground  of  suspicion  to  this  country  as  to  the 
disposition  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  Those 
observations  he  thought  a  sufficient  reply  to 
the  arguments  advanced  by  the  Learned  Judge 
on  the  Ministerial  Bench.  With  respect  to 
the  very  animated  observations  of  an  illustrious 
Personage  who  spoke  early  in  the  debate,  they 
had  his  heart-felt  approbation  ;  he  perfectly 
agreed  with  his  Royal  Highness,  that  we  were 
not  in  that  state  in  which  we  were  to  consider 
nit^^rely  the  justice  or  inexpediency  of  the  war, 
but  whether  this  country  should  continue  to 
enjoy  that  iridependence  which  belonged  to 
her,  or  whether  she  should  submit  to  the 
absolute  dictation  of  a  French  ambassador. 
But  he  could  not  accede  to  the  proposition  of 
a  Noble  Viscount,  that  Malta  alone  would 
have  been  a  rational  ground  for  war,  because, 
if  that  island  had  been  completely  ceded  to  us, 
it  vrould  have  afforded  a  degree  of  security 
infinitely  short  of  what  we  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, and  what  it  became  necessary  for  us 
now  to  seek.  The  objects  for  which  we  had 
to  contend  were  of  a  wider  and  more  import- 
i  ant  n.-ture.  Our  jealousy  and  alarm  was  ex- 
I  cited  by  ili?.t  incorrigible  spirit  of  encroach- 
I  ment  and  ambition  which  not  only  the  First 
j  Consul,  but  in  fact  all  the  persons  connected 
[  vv'ith  the  government  of  France,  had  for  some 
I  time  manifested  ;  and  even  if  Malta  were  ac- 
i  tually  in  our  hands  in  perpetuity,  we  should 
I  not  sit  down  contented  until  some  further 
security  should  be  obtained.  Of  this  the  na- 
tion ought  to  be  aware.  If  the  list  of  injuries 
and  manifestations  of  design  contained  in  the 
papers  on  the  table,  were  to  be  attended  to, 
certainly  Malta  afforded  but  one  means  of  our 
safety,    it  would,  to  be  sure,  contribute  to 
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the  protection  of  Egypt,  and,  through  that,  of 
our  Indian  empire  ;  but  was  that  the  only 
point  in  which  we  were  vuhierablc  ?  Were 
jiot  the  states  of  Holland,  Piedmont,  and 
Switzerland,  just  subjects  of  our  solicitude  ?  It 
was  well  observed,  that  the  j^ower  of  France 
Vas  the  more  formidable,  because  it  was  con- 
densed: but  it  was  not  therefore  to  be  con- 
cluded that  that  connexion  was  not  to  be 
broken,  and  the  idea  was  not  to  be  entertained 
that  that  power  was  not  to  be  overcome.  It 
was  not  less  absurd  than  impolitic  to  propagate 
*uch  an  opinion.  The  fact  was,  that  from  the 
present  state  of  this  country  there  was  no 
option ;  either  the  attempt  to  reduce  that 
power  must  be  made,  or  the  nation  must  fall 
down  to  the  most  abject  and  degrading  sub- 
mission. The  main  object  of  the  war,  if  it  be 
either  popular  or  politic,  must  be  to  restrain 
the  arrogance,  to  reduce  the  preponderance 
■of  the  French  government;  and  until  that  ob- 
ject be  attained  the  war  should  not  be  aban-  ' 
doncd ;  until  France  shall  not  be  capable  of  | 
endangering  our  existence,  whatever  may  be 
the  disposition  of  her  government  to  injure  us. 
Such  ought  to  be  the  object  of  the  war,  and  so 
it  ought  to  be  defined  to  the  country.  In  such 
a  cause  he  Avas  confident  there  was  not  a  man 
in  the  British  empire  who  thought  justly  and 
felt  like  an  Englishman  who  would  not  devote 
iiis  best  exertions.  The  people  should  be  told 
1:hat  the  possession  of  Malta  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  views  of  Government ; 
that  much  more  was  sought  for — ^tlie  material 
point  was  to  diminish  the  continental  power  of 
France,  where  he  contended  she  was  vulne- 
rable ;  for,  whatever  Noble  Lords  might  say  of 
her  extent,  he  would  beg  the  House  to  consi- 
der the  nature  of  the  strange  combination  of 
particles  which  formed  that  extent,  and  it 
would  cease  to  be  thought  an  object  of  such 
terrific  magnitude.  It  was,  in  fact,  quite  com- 
petent to  Great  Britain,  with  the  resources, 
population,  and  spirit  she  possessed,  to  bring 
this  overgrown  authority  within  reasonable 
bounds ;  but  it  must  be  done  by  vigorous 
efforts,  by  a  short  and  decisive  war,  not  by 
petty  attempts  with  respect  to  Malta,  or  any 
comparatively  inferior  object,  or  by  any  colo- 
nial expeditions,  calculated  to  cramp  the 
energy  and  waste  the  strength  of  the  CGur.try; 
but  by  a  bold  and  extensive  exertion.  If  this 
plan  were  not  pursued,  he  was  suie  that  the 
means  of  war  would  be  exhausted,  without 
producing  any  of  the  advantages  we  had  a 
right  to  look  for ;  and  therefore  if  it  were  not 
determined  on,  it  would  be  better  that  the 
country  should  at  once  submit.  However  much 
he  deprecated  the  thought  of  unmanly  sub- 
mission, he  would  say,  that  unless  the  contest 
were  commenced  with  resolution  and  followed 
up  with  dignified  intrepidity  and  promptitude, 
the  country  would  meet  its  fate,  and  it  would 
then  be  stated  with  justice  that  the  pusillani- 
mous Vvould  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
adverse  fortune,  and  no  claim  to  pity  in  their 


!  humiliation.  He  exhorted  Ministers  to  stndy 
the  best  means  of  rendering  the  war  of  the  na- 
ture he  described.  Let  it  not  be  a  protracted, 
balanced  war.  They  had  for  the  last  year  a 
deficiency  of  four  millions  in  what  they  called 
a  peace  establishment ;  and  if  to  that  deficit 
was  to  be  added  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in 
the  future  estabUshment  of  Malta,  if  annexed 
to  this  country,  he  v/ould  say  that  it  was  ut- 
terly impossible  the  country  could  go  on  with 
such  a  deficit.  A  vigorous  war  that  should 
terminate  the  state  which  subjected  the  coun- 
try to  such  an  increased  expenditure  would  be 
much  preferable ;  for  such  a  course  must 
tend  to  ruin.  This  was  the  sentiment  of  an 
illustrious  Personage  who  had  spoken  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  and  who  had  delivered 
his  opinions  in  such  a  strain  as  must  have  con- 
siderable influence  on  the  feelings  of  the  coun- 
try. That  effect,  so  desirable  in  the  present 
crisis,  a  person  of  still  higher  rank  would  have 
contributed  his  sentiments  to  produce  (we 
understood  the  Noble  Lord  to  allude  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales),  if  a  peculiar  delicacy  had 
not  restrained  his  Royal  Highness  from  inter- 
fering, lest  his  interference  should  have  had 
any  undue  influence  on  the  minds  of  their 
Lordships  upon  a  subject  in  which  the  most 
unbiassed  and  deliberate  consideration  was  so 
material.  Recurring  to  the  hostile  disposition 
of  the  French  government  towards  this  coui,i- 
try,  the  Noble  Lord  remarked,  that  before 
any  papers  at  present  on  the  table  had  ever 
appeared,  his  mind  was  impressed  with  the 
fullest  conviction  upon  that  point.  Even  be- 
fore the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  signed  he  was 
of  that  opinion,  and  therefore  in  the  course  of 
the  discussions  respecting  it,  he  declined  to 
give  any  opinion  concerning  it,  because,  how- 
ever little  he  expected  that  it  would  tend  to 
produce  the  actual  blessings  of  peace,  he 
could  not  permit  himself  to  offer  any  thing  to 
damp  the  satisfacation  which  prevailed  among 
the  people  on  the  conclusion  of  that  ticaty. 
It  however  appeared  to  him  not  only  the  day 
Ministers  executed  the  treaty,  hut  before  and 
immediatly  after.  Into  this  question  he  would 
not  now  enter,  particularly  as  he  understood 
that  the  penetration  and  conduct  of  Ministers, 
in  this  and  other  instances,  was  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  consideration  on  a  future  day. 
The  Nobie  Lotd  again  urged  the  necessity  or 
endeavouring  to  render  the  war  of  short  dura- 
tion, and  this  was  not  possible,  unless  the  minds 
and  the  resources  of  the  nation  were  vigorously 
and  judiciously  exerted — unless  an  appeal  were 
made  to  the  souls  of  the  people.  Whatever 
might  be  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
system  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  it  must 
naturally  be  the  ardent  wish  of  every  Noble 
Lord  that  Britons  should  rise  triumphant  from 
the  contest.  The  House  would  recollect  that 
the  resources  of  the  country  were  amply  ade- 
quate to  every  purpose,  if  applied  with  judg- 
ment. It  would  also  be  recollected,  that 
ihough  the  power  of  our  enemy  was  immense 
*  U  u  a 
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in  point  of  size,  it  was  composed  of  very  dis- 
cordant parts.  If  tlie  coiintiy  was  to  be  en- 
gag;ed  in  war,  it  ought  to  receive  a  confident 
assurance  that  it  did  not  go  into  it  merely 
for  colonial  purposes,  fur  petty  contests,  bur 
for  great  nation.il  interests.  Siicli  ought  to  be 
the  general  feeling;  and  the  House  sl)ould  bear 
in  mind  this  important  fact,  that,  if  the  present 
War  be  misconducted,  one  consolation  only 
will  remain,  that  we  shall  never  have  another 
war  to  conduct. 

Earl  Spencer  dwelt  upon  the  long  forbear- 
ance which  this  country  had  shewn  towards 
the  F'rench  government,  or  rather  which  Mi- 
nisters had  endured  ;  but  this  allusion,  he  felt, 
would  lead  him  in  o  a  discussion  of  the  con- 
duct of  Ministers,  wliich  he  wished  to  keep 
entirely  separate  from  the  subject  now  imme- 
diately before  the  House.  With  respect  to 
Malta,  he  begged  to  call  to  the  recollection  of 
tlie  House,  that  he  always  maintained  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty  of  Amiens  which  related  to 
that  island,  was  utterly  impracticabl'-;  and  it 
could  not  be  denied  tliat  many  new  circum- 
stances had  occurred  since  the  signing  of  that 
treaty,  whicii  formed  grounds  to  justify  the 
demands  Ministers  had  made  for  a  new  ar- 
rangement. Of  the  whole  of  these  circum- 
stances it  was  easy  to  have  been  aware  at  tlie 
tiine  the  treaty  was  signed. 

Lord  RossLYN  took  a  view  of  the  causes 
and  objects  of  the  war.  Me  agreed  wiiii  his 
Noble  Friend  (Lord  Melville)  that  Malta 
alone  was  a  sutiicieiit,  adequate,  and  broad 
cause  of  war;  but  that  to  repel  the  extrava- 
gant pretensions  of  France  in  other  respects, 
as  exposed  in  the  papers  on  the  table,  formed  a 
mass  of  causes,  independently  of  Malta.  If  a 
spirit  of  aggrandizement  unparalleled  at  any 
otiier  period  of  even  French  liistory  ;  ifanat- 
tenipt  to  interfere  in  the  internal  government 
of  this  country;  if  menaces  of  the  most  insult- 
ing and  haughty  kind,  could  be  considered  as 
justifiable  grounds  of  war,  the  French  go- 
vernment had  given  tiiis  country  ample  provo- 
cation indeed.  With  respect  to  the  attempt  to 
interfere  in  our  internal  police,  he  could  not 
help  observing  on  that  singularly  impudent 
assertion,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations  tn  tf<lerate  tiie  liberty  of  tlie  press  in 
tliis  coimtry  :  and  upon  tlie  subject  of  me- 
naces  he  would  only  reqiiest  their  Lordsliips 
t6  consider  tliat  part  of  the  papers  on  the  table 
■which  referred  to  the  conversation  which  took 
place  between  the  First  Corisu!  and  Lord 
Whitworth — conversations  v/hich  were  alto- 
gether so  diflerr^n  from  the  established  cus- 
tom in  diplomatic  affairs,  and  in  which  the 
xiemeanour  of  the  First  Consul  was  so  contrary 
to  the  habits  which  prevail  in  polished  life, 
that  the  behaviour  of  the  Pacha  of  Acre  to- 
wards Sebastiani  was  more  marked  by  urba- 
nity of  manners  than  that  of  Buonaparte  to 
Lord  Whitworth.  '       . 


Lord  Gri:nville  said,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  circumstances,  he  rose  upon  thi» 
occasion  with  great  saiisfactioi>,  arising  from 
this  reflection,  that  their  l.ordshiiis,  after 
nearly  twelve  months  suspension  of  their  de- 
liberative councils,  ^\ere  called  upon  to  give 
their  advice  to  his  Majesty  upon  a  subject  of 
the  last  importance  to  the  vital  interests  of  the 
state.  'Iliey  wete  called  on  to  express  their 
opinions  upon  a  body  of  farts,  which,  how^ 
ever,  they  were  not  this  night  to  discuss, 
thougii  it  was  closely  connected  with  that 
which  these  facts  had  tended  to  produce, 
namely,  the  Declaration  ot  his  Majesty,  to 
whicii  the  Address  before  the  House  was  the 
answer:  an  address  drawn  up  in  terms  with 
which  he  heartily  concurred,  becaiise  they 
were  congenial  with  those  sentiments  of  na- 
tional honour  and  personal  pride,  which 
formed  the  best  securities  to  the  country.  Of 
all  the  remarks  made  in  approbation  of  those 
sentiments,  lecommendatory  of  spirit  and 
unanimity,  he  heartily  approved,  not  because 
tiiey  were  the  same  as  those  he  had  on  all  oc- 
casions advanced,  but  because,  under  the 
piesent  circumstances,  they  were  the  main 
pillars  of  our  national  safety.  He  did  not 
wish  it  to  be  inferred,  that  because  lie  ap- 
plauded  those  sentiments,  he  was  therefore  an 
advocate  for  war,  as  he  had  been  most  falsely 
represented.  No  man  felt  more  strongly 
than  he  did  the  calamities  which  must  attend 
a  state  of  war,  and  the  activity  which  ought  of 
course  to  be  employed  to  preserve  mankind 
from  such  an  evil ;  but  tlie  best  way  of  ward- 
ing it  off  was  not  by  feeling,  or  appearing  to 
feci,  too  much  afraid  of  it;  for  that  perhaps 
may  serve  only  to  postpone  the  danger,  and 
when  it  again  approaclies,  its  advances 
might  become  irresistible  and  its  evils  ag- 
gravated. It  was  in  order,  therefore,  to 
guard  against  such  a  war  that  he  had  conti- 
nued for  some  time  back  to  recommend  a  line 
of  policy  to  Ministers  which  he  w^as  convinced 
would  have  been  much  more  effectual  towards 
avoiding  war  tlum  the  course  they  had  pur- 
sued. He  condemned  their  system,  and  he 
had  before  stated  di^tinctlv  the  reasons  of  his 
opinion — it  was  grounded  upon  a  series  of 
transactions  into  which  he  would  not  now 
enter,  for  he  was  not  disposed  to  confound  it 
with  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
which  related  solely  to  the  principle  of  the 
contest  between  this  country  and  the  enemy. 
This  was  the  question,  which  was  not  only 
paramount  to  all  others,  but  in  fact  the  only 
one  now  properly  before  the  House.  It  was 
this  ;  that  Great  Britain  should  be  superior  to 
France,  he  ineant  in  this  contest — a  contest 
which,  from  tlie  documents  on  the  table,  was 
evidently  just,  because  it  was  necessary,  and 
necessary,  because  it  was  just.  It  was,  in 
fact,  founded  upon  those  principles,  which 
inust  render  it  popular  in  this  country,  and  an 
object  of  genei'al  interest  throughout  Europe. 
In  considering  the  subject  which  his  Majesty's 
Declaralioii  involved,  two  questions  aroj.e:  ihe 
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one  which  naturally  claimed  the  precedeiice, 
related  to  the  policy  of  concunini;  with  his 
Majesty  to  maintain  the  honoiir  of  his  crown, 
and  the  interests  of  his  people,  upon  vvliich 
he  trusted  there  could  not  be  a  dissentient 
voice  ;  the  other,  as  to  the  conduct  of  Minis- 
ters sirKe  the  termination  of  the  hist  war. 
The  latter  point  lie  would  exclude  from  the 
question  betoie  the  House,  as  it  was  meant  to 
make  the  subject  of  consideration  at  a  future 
day.  In  ofii?ring  his  Majesty  the  solemn  a';, 
surance  of  his  support,  he  was  not  induced 
to  do  so  in  order  to  rectify  the  errors  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  or  to  sustain  any  devia- 
tion from  it.  For  it  was  his  wish  that  that 
treaty  should  be  adliered  to  strictly — the 
public  faith  stood  pledged  for  it  :  but  it 
seemed  impossible  to  conform  to  tliat  treaty. 
Indeed,  wlien  he  submitted  his  opinions  to  the 
House  on  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty,  he 
stated  that  im[)0ssibiiity,  and  among  tlie  losses 
•which  the  country  would  suffer  from  it,  he 
foresaw  that  the  public  faith  and  national  ho- 
nour would  be  injured.  The  tenth  article, 
with  respect  to  Malta,  was  evide.nly  impiac- 
ticable  :  but  it  is  now  stated  that  it  would  have 
been  practicable  if  new  circumstances  liad  not 
arisen — What  were  they,  lie  would  ask, 
which  did  not  actually  exist,  or  were  not  on 
the  brink  of  existing,  at  tlie  time  tlie  treaty 
was  signed  ?  Yet  he  never  did  say  that  iliose 
errors  would  be  a  fair  ground  for  vsar;  he 
strongly  recommended  that  they  sliould  be  re- 
moved,  not  by  war,  but  by  amicable  negoti- 
ation. A  Noble  Earl  0:1  the  floor  had  said, 
that  as  Malta  was  so  valuable,  a  proposition 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  Frencii  government 
to  give  in  exchange  for  Malta  the  islands  of 
Guernsey  and  Jersey.  This  was  an  idea  not 
at  all  to  be  endured  ;  and  he  would  be  sorry 
that  it  should  go  forth  to  the  public  fiom 
their  Lordships  without  being  maikcd  by  tlie 
strongest  re|)robation.  What!  would  the  No- 
ble Earl,  who  professed  hitiiself  an  advocate 
for  liberty,  recommend  to  have  so  many 
thousands  of  British  subjects  transferred  ro  the 
most  severe  and  degrading  slavery  vvliich  at 
present  exists  in  Europe  ?  Was  tiiat  tlie  kind 
of  protection  he  would  grant  in  return  for 
allegiance?  The  act  ifseif  was  beyond  the 
power  of  the  House  to  attempt,  because  tjieir 
Lordships  were  incapable  of  injustice,  and  it 
was  an  act  which  could  not  be  even  meditated 
without  the  grossest  injustice.  Returning  to 
the  question  before  the  House,  he  observed 
that  a  Noble  Lord  had  said  that  the  contest  wc 
Iiad  commenced  was  for  ail  our  h.onours,  and 
he  would  tell  the  House  tliat  it  was  for  all  our 
rights  and  interests.  It  was  a  war  of  neces- 
sity, justice,  Hiid  expediency;  it  was  in  resist- 
ance to  a  sense  of  aggression,  violence,  and 
jnsuii,  that  coidd  not  be  eniUired  without 
sinking  the  country  to  the  lowest  state  of  de- 
gradation ;  and  he  was  happy  to  see  such  a 
spirit  revived  in  that  House  and  the  country 
as  woidd  enable  us  to  meet  a  war  with  dignity, 
Crpm  which    we    could  not    recede  without 


meanness — a  war  which  was  not  a  matter  of 
choice  on  our  part,  but  c/f  necessity.  Froiu 
the  particular  situation  of  this  connfy  at  pre- 
sent, and  from  the  general  circumstances  of 
Europe,  it  is  impossible  that  Great  Britain  can 
exist  in  dcgrad.ntion.  She  has  now  only  the 
option  between  t"0  evils — war,  vigorous  and 
determined  war,  or  farther  temporising;  and 
from  the  moment  she  should  resolve  ot^  the 
latter,  the  whole  frame  of  her  existence  would 
begin  to  fall  into  pieces;  her  resources 
would  decline,  her  commerce  vvould  be  anni. 
hilated,  her  importance  would  disappear,  be 
causeher  frecdomand  national  pride  would  be 
no  more  :  her  people,  indeed,  might  remain, 
but  so  completely  changed  from  ciicum- 
stances,  that  not  a  trait  of  the  British  charac- 
ter would  exist.  Such  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  submitting  to  1  he  ill  treatment  de- 
scribed in  the  papers  on  the  table.  It  was  un- 
necessary to  eke  out  any  arguments  to  prove  a 
case  of  aggression  ;  the  facts  were  quite 
glaring. — There  were  acts  and  proofs  enough 
to  urge  the  House  and  the  country  to  prepare 
for  determined,  effective,  energetic  war. 
Whatever  inconveniences  they  may  endure, 
whatever  burdens  they  may  incur,  it  is  better 
to  begin  the  contest  now,  than  wait  until  we 
should  be  obliged  to  engage  in  it,  with  per. 
haps  diminished  means,  and  against  increased 
forces.  Of  such  delay  he  would  disapprove, 
because  tlie  ground  of  expectation  of  any  se- 
curity from  concession  was,  he  was  fully  per- 
suaded, not  only  absurd,  but  dangerous. 
Without  touching  on  the  many  points  in  justi- 
fication of  his  Majesty's  Declaration,  which 
had  been  so  ably  illustrated  by  other  Noble 
Lords,  he  would  say  that  tiic  French  govern- 
ment had  given  sucli  direct  evidence  of  an  in- 
tention to  violate  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  that 
even  on  the  grounds  of  prevention  war  wag 
justifiable,  and  that  was  ground  uniformly 
sustained  by  the  best  writers  on  the  law  of  na- 
tions. Tiie  designs  of  Buonaparte  on  the 
I'urkish  empire  were  too  notorious  to  be  de- 
nied, though  he  had  in  the  treaty  of  Amieris 
guarantied  the  integrity  of  that  empire.  Yet 
it  is  stated  in  ins  Majesty's  Declaration,  that 
the  French  government  had  actually  proposed 
to  other  governments  the  partition  of  the 
Turkish  territories,  and  her  share  would  no 
doubt  comprehend  E^'Vpt.  Without  taking 
Sebastiani's  Report  at  all  into  account,  though 
certainly  it  is  a  iiaper  of  tiiat  nature,  which, 
if  fotmd  in  a  vessel  almost  \vithout  any  seal  of 
authenticity  upon  it,  the  British  govern;rient 
could  not  consistently  over'ook  it;  the  circum- 
stance alluded  to  in  tlie  D.  claration  is  quite 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  itifeience,  that  the 
First  Consul  meditated  a  breacii  of  the  treatv 
of  Atniens.  This  statement  in  his  Majesty's 
Declaration,  the  truth  of  whi.u  no  one  coidd 
doubt,  without  anv  refereriCc  10  the  language 
of  a  heated,  intemi-erue,  passionate  man,sufti- 
ciently  manifested  the  designs  of  the  French 
governtnent.  Under  all  those  circumstances, 
he  was  perfectly  convinced  that  peace  or  war 
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was  not  a  matter  of  choice,  and  lie  would  sug- 
gest to  the  Noble  Lord  who  proposed  the 
ameBdment  (who  introduced  ir  with  the  same 
ability  and  eloquence  that  he  does  every  pro- 
position he  submits  to  tite  House),  tliat,  as 
temporising  Jias  already  produced  no  other 
effect  than  to  torture  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try by  suspense,  and  embolden  the  preten- 
sions of  the  First  Consul,  it  would  hardly  be 
advisable  to  make  any  farther  experiments  in 
that  way.  In  pursuance  of  tliat  system,  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  had  given  up  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  Martinique  ;  and,  if  still 
more  were  to  be  given  up,  the  country  would 
be  convinced,  notwitlistanding,  that  protection 
was  not  to  be  obtained  by  such  means,  against 
any  project  that  France  might  have  in  con- 
templation against  our  Indian  empire,  or  else- 
where. The  man  who  now  governed  France 
was  not  to  be  conciliated  into  the  practice  of 
justice  by  the  appearance  of  submission.  Be- 
ing convinced  that  war  alone  was  tlie  remedy 
left  for  the  country,  he  would  strongly  exhort 
to  every  possible  exertion  ;  and  deeply  con- 
vinced  as  he  was  of  the  necessity  of  this  war, 
to  preserve  our  liberty  and  laws,  he  thouglit 
that  no  expectation  should  be  held  out  that 
it  would  be  short.  Tlie  people  should  be  told 
to  look  their  danger  full  in  tiie  face;  tiiey 
should  understand  that  it  must  be  an  awful 
«nd  serious  contest,  calling  for  unusual  and 
iHiheard-of  exertions;  that  they  should  put 
their  shoulders  to  the  machine  with  heart  and 
spirit,  without  any  very  sanguine  calculation 
upon  chances  or  very  favourable  events  ;  and 
that  if  they  will  not  do  so,  they  must  submit; 
that  such  submission  will  obtain  them  but  a 
temporary  relief,  while  it  must  incur  the  con- 
tempt of  mankind,  and  lead  to  their  own  ruin. 
You  must  be  aware,  added  the  Noble  Lord, 
and  the  people  should  be  fully  apprized  of  it, 
that  the  contest  in  which  we  are  now  engaged 
is  not  of  a  light  or  trifling  kind,  to  be  met  by 
Jight  or  trifling  means — not  to  be  encountered 
by  hacknied,  ordinary,  or  common-place  ex- 
ertions, but  by  a  spirit  exalted  and  equal  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  occasion.  You  must  be 
sensible  that  the  vital  interests  of  the  country 
are  at  stake;  and  that  in  order  to  preserve 
them,  you  must  expose  yourselves  to  danger; 
you  must  be  reconciled  to  heavy  burdens, 
and  if  you  will  not  submit  to  such  sacrifices, 
the  consecjiience  will  be  the  sacrifice  of  your 
country  and  of  yourselves. 

Lord  GwYDiR  remarked  that  we  were  now 
actually  at  war  ;  and  in  his  opinion  it  appeared 
absurd  to  deliberate  a  moment  with  any  idea 
of  negotiation.  As  soon  as  an  ultimatum  had 
been  delivered  to  the  French  government, 
and  they  Iiad  given  a  refusal  to  that  particu- 
lar point,  war  was  to  be  considered  as  not 
only  inevitable,  but  nearly  the  same  as  if  hos- 
tilities had  been  actually  conuuenced.  Froin 
the  recall  of  our  Ambassador,  it  was  evident 
that  the  ultimatum  of  our  Goverimient  had 
■u.ot  been  agreed  to.    It  was,  therefoic,  to  be 


considered  as  an  aggression  when  the  French 
gave  such  a  refusal,  and  vvliich  was  only  to  be 
remedied  by  spirited  and  luianimous  resistance. 
He  rejoiced  at  the  war,  because  it  put  an  end 
to  the  treaty  of  Aniiens,  biu  still  more  be- 
cause it  prevented  the  adoption  of  Lord 
Hawkpsbury's  ultimatum.  His  Lordship  con- 
cluded by  voting  for  the  address. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Monday y  May  23. — (See  Minutes,  p.  816.) 
[Address  to  the  king.]  Mr.  Pitt 
began  by  observing  upon  some  passages 
of  Mr.  Erskine's  speech,  the  tendency  of 
which  he  professed  not  entirely  to  under- 
stand, but  from  whJch  he  was  led  to  hope 
that  the  Learned  Gentleman,  and  those  with 
whom  he  usually  acted,  were  not  likely 
materially  to  object  to  the  substance  of  the 
ftroposed  address.  He  flattered  himself  that 
this  was  likely  to  be  the  case,  because,  wliat- 
ever  difference  of  sentiment  might  arise,  and 
much  was  certainly  to  be  expected,  on  many- 
points  included  in  the  great  mass  of  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  papers  upon  the  table, 
yet  upon  the  great  and  important  question  a;t 
issue  between  this  country  and  France,  and 
upon  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  grounds 
on  which  we  were  compelled  to  enter  into  the 
war,  he  thought  it  almost  impossible  that  the 
House  should  not  be  unanimous.  He  stated^ 
that  in  those  transactions  which  had  most  im- 
mediately produced  our  present  situation,  the 
Learned  Gent,  hmiself  appeared,  notwith- 
standing some  doubts  which  he  had  throwix 
out  on  particular  points,  to  admit,  upon  the 
whole,  that  there  was  such  clear  evidence  of 
views  of  aggression  and  hostility  on  the  part  of 
France,  as  justified  this  country  in  retaining 
Malta  for  its  own  security.  This  he  main- 
tained to  be  the  first  great  point  on  which  the 
question  turned  ;  and  he  contended  that  the 
w  iiole  of  Sebastiani's  Report,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  his  mission  to  Egypt,  the  express 
and  deliberate  avowal  by  Buonaparte  iiiniselt" 
of  his  views  and  intentions  in  a  formal 
conference  with  Lord  Whitworth,  and  the  in- 
formation of  the  same  intentions  through  the 
official  channel  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  afforded  the  clearest  and  mostindispu- 
table  evidence  that  the  First  Covisul  had  formed 
the  determination,  even  while  Malta  was  yet 
in  our  hands,  of  resuming  his  hostile  projects 
against  Egypt ;  that  the  pursuit  of  such  a  pro- 
ject was  an  undeniable  act  of  hostility  against 
this  country,  and  aimed  at  some  of  its  most 
important  interests;  that  it  was,  besides,  a  di- 
rect violation  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  itself,  under  pretence  of 
which  treaty  alone  our  evacuation  of  that 
island  was  demanded,  though  under  circum- 
stances which,  in  other  respects,  according  to 
the  letter  of  that  treaty,  did  not  authorize 
si:ch  a  demand  ;  that  the  disclosure  of  tliis 
hostile  project  clearly  justified  this  country  in 
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requiring  fresh  security  against  it ;  and  if  such 
security   was    refused,  in  iiuving  recourse  to 
arrns  for  that  [luijiosc',  at  tlie  moment  whicli 
appeared  to  be  most  for  our  advantage.     He 
then  more  particularly  commenied  on  each  of 
these   severaf  circumstances   with    respect  to 
the  Report  of  Scbastiani,     He  stated  that  that 
v/as  evidently  an  official  paper  addressed  to  tlie 
government,   by  a  person  regularly  commis- 
sioned and  emphiyed  by  the  Consul  himself; 
that  iis  contents  could  never  have  been  pub- 
lished in   France  but  by  his  consent,  and   that 
they  were  piibhshed,   m  f^ict,   in    the    othcial 
paper,  under  the  direct  authority   of  the  go- 
vernment ;  that  the  wiiole  tenour  of  that  paper, 
and  the  account  thus  jriven  by  Sebastiani  him- 
self of  his  conduct   in   Egypt,  made  it  impos- 
sible to  doubt   tiiat   he   was  sent  there  to  pre- 
pare for  the  execution  of  a   tresh    attempt  to 
piu  that  country  under  the  dominion  of  France; 
but  tiiat  it  was  not  necessary    to  dwell  on  the 
particular  contents  of  the  Report;  the  mere 
circumstance  of  a  military  man  having   been 
$ent  at  that  time  with  such   a  commission  to 
Egypt,  was  a  sufficient  evidence  ol  the  object 
of  his  mission.     The  time,  he  remarked,  was 
very  material,  because  it  at  once  destroyed  the 
thief  pretext  under    wirich   the    French   go- 
vernment had  attempted,  in  the  course  of  the 
official  correspondence,  to  justify  or  extenuate 
the  publication,  or  to  deny  the  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from   it.     This  pretext   was,  that  the 
honour  ot  the  Chief  Consul  had  been  wound- 
ed by  a  Narrative  of  the  Expedition  to  Egypt, 
published  by  a  respectable  officer  in  the  Bri- 
tish army  (Sir  Robert  Wilson),  aitd  that  the 
publication  of  Sebastiani's  Reptjrt  became  ne- 
cessary  for  his  vindication.     The  facts  stated 
in  tJiaf  Narrative,  he  observed,  were  not  even 
contradicted  by  the  Report,  but  even  if  they 
had  been,  in  wliat  degree  would    that  circimi- 
stance  account  for  originally   sending  Sebas- 
tiani to  Egypt,  with  such  a  commission  as  had 
been  already  stated?     It   appeared  that   that 
officer  had  actually  embarked  from  Toulon  on 
the  i6th  of  September,  and  after  proceeding  to 
Tripoli,  Iiad  arrived  at  Alexandria  on  the  i6tii 
ot  October;  vvlicret^s  it  is  notorious,  that,   at 
that  time.  Sir  Robert  Wilson's   Narrative  had 
not  actually  been  published,  and  probably  not 
sent  to  the  press.     With  respect  to  the  avow- 
al of  his  design  by  the  Fiist  Consul  himself,  he 
referred  to    Lord  Whitworth's  account  in   Ins 
dispatch    of  the  21st  of  F'ehruary.     He    ob- 
served, that,  so  far  from  the  conversation  ap- 
pearing, as  some  persons   had  imagined,    only 
loose   and  desultory,   it   was   one   which  took 
place   by    the   express     appointment    of    the 
First  Consul — that  it  was  -tiierefore  evidently 
prepared   and  deliberate,  and  that  it   was  ac- 
tually opened  by  the   First  Constd  himself,  as 
being  the  mode  which   he  had  adopted  for  the 
pur[)ose  of  '*  conveymg  to  Jiis  Majesty,  in   the 
most   clear  and   authentic  manner,    his   senti- 
ments on  points  wiiicii  must  be  brought  to  an 
if^oue."     In  the   course  of   this    conversation, 
Uic  first  Coi)5ul  tlid  not  attempt  to  disguise 


liisulUmate  views  upon  Egypt ;  and  though  he 
professed  to  disclaim  any  intention  of  seizing 
it  at  present,  he  assigned  as  the  reason  for  his 
forbearance,  '•  that  sooner  or  later  it  would  be- 
long  to  I-'rance,  either  by  the  falling  to  pieces 
of  tlie  Turkish   einpire,  or  by  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  Porte.''     In  a  subsequent  con- 
versation   with     M.    Talleyrand,   it    was  ex- 
presily  admitted  that  the  acquisition  of  Egypt 
iiad  been,  and   still  was,  a  favourite  object  of 
the  First  Consul,  but  he  at  the  same  time  en- 
deavoured to  convince   his  Majesty's   Ambas- 
sador, that  it  was  not  so  great  an  object  as  to 
allow  him  to  go  to  war  for  its  attainment  ;  and 
yet,  upon  being  pressed  to  explain  what  security- 
it  was  intended  to  gi.  e,  to  remove  apprehension 
on  this  point,  for  wluch  he  had  before   stated 
there  was  a  project  in  ccntemplation,   he  re- 
ferred only  to  a  passage  in  the   First  Consul's 
message  to  the  Legislative  Body,  saying   that 
"   1  here   is    a   French   Ambassador  at  Con- 
stantinople, who  is  charged  to   give  every   as- 
surance    of   the    disposition    of     France     to 
strengthen  instead  of  to  weaken    the  'lurkish 
government."     To  all  the   evidence   founded 
on  these  several  documents,  he  had  heard  but 
one  argument  opposed — the  improbability   of 
the   French    government   thus     disclosing   its 
views,  if  it  really  entertained  them.     On  this 
point   it  might  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  it 
niight  indeed  be  difficult  to  account  for  such  a 
disclosure,  even  on  the  supposition  of  such  a 
project  being  really  intended  ;   but  that  it  was 
not  only  difficult,  but   impossible,  to  accoimt 
f(jr  it  at  all,  on  the  supposition  of  its  not  bein* 
intended.     He  asked,  whetlier,    on  the  latter 
supposition,   any   motive  could   be    assigned, 
either  for  the  mission  having  been  sent,  or  the 
Report  having  been   made  and   published,  or 
for  tJTe  avowals  contained  in  tlie  conversations 
of  the  First  Consul  and  M.  Tallfyraiid?     He 
thou<iht,    however,  that  the   difficulty  of  ac- 
counting  for  the  disclosure,  was  removed,  by 
referring  to  the  new  and  peculiar  policy  which 
had  marked  the  conduct  of   Fiance   on   many 
extraordinary  occasions,  from  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  revolution  ;   that  wjiere  any  iriea- 
sure  was   in  contemplation    more  flagrant  qnd 
atrocious   than  another,    and    more  likely   to 
shock  tlie  general  feelings  of  Europe,  and  per- 
haps to  excite  vigorous  and  united  resistance, 
instead  of  carefully  concealing  it  till  the  mo- 
ment of  execu'ion,    it  iiad,  on  the  contrary, 
been  studiously   announced   beforehand;  that 
the  object  of  this   policy   had  been   gradually 
to    familiarize  meivs  minds   to   that   wliich  at 
first  tiiey   could    scarcely     even    believe,  and 
that  their  schemes,  which,  in  the  first  instance, 
were  received  with  horror,    and  would  hav€ 
been  opposed   with   indignation,   came  after- 
wards to  be  contemplated   with   neglect   and 
indiiference  ;  and  that  which  at  first  no   man 
thought  it  possible  seriously  to  attempt,  was  by 
degrees  considered   as  natural  and  probable, 
and,  ill  the  end,  as  that  which  it  was  hopeless 
and  impossible  to  resist.     He    therefore  put  it 
to  the  House,  whether,  after  liaving  observed 
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tin's  practice,  it  was  possible  for  iis  tQ._be  so 
credulous  and  cliildiili,  as  to  act  on  the  oelict" 
Jl>ar  Buonaparte  would  abandon  the  pivjet  ts 
Jve  had  formed,  only  because  lie  had  iuniself 
told  us  lie  would  persist  in  tlicm  ;  and  vviie- 
ther  we  thought  that  if,  for  whatever  reason, 
lie  had  been  led  picmaturcly  to  disclose  this 
project,  even  while  Malta,  I'he  great  security 
against  its  execution,  was  still  in  our  posses- 
sion, he  would  renoiMice  the  attempt  wJien 
that  security  had  been  surrendered  by  us,  and 
put,  in  fact,  into  liis  possession?  If  tlien  the 
design  against  Egypt  was  apparent,  he  desired 
the  "House  to  consider  uhether,  upon  every 
principle  of  justice  and  self-defence,  admitted 
bv  -'.11  'he  sysiems  of  tiie  law  of  nations,  and 
adopted  by  the  practice  of  all  countries,  we 
have  nor  (he  clear  ri>;ht  to  take,  from  this 
moment,  such  meas^lre.^of  jirevention  and  se- 
cwriry  as  are  sufficient  to  guard  against  tlie 
clanger  to  \0.\kh  we  should  be  in  consequence 
exposed — whether  it  w..s  not  admitted,  on 
almost  all  hands,  that  our  possession  of  Malta 
was  essetuial,  or  at  least  in  tlie  highest  degree 
jiiaterial,  for  the  ctefcnce  of  Kgypt — whether 
the  impoitance  of  Kgypt  to  this  country  was 
nor  in  itself  sufficiently  evident,  from  its  con- 
jiexion  with  the  safety  of  ourJndian  posses- 
sions, and  whether  it  might  nor  at  this  day  be 
considered  as  a  point  to  our  national  policy, 
already  decided  and  attested  by  the  gloiious 
efforts  which  had  been  made,  and  the  heroic 
blood  wliich  had  been  siied  in  the  last  war  for 
recovering  it  from  1'" ranee,  and  which  had  in  a 
manner  co/isenated  it  in  the  iicarts  and  afiec- 
tions  of  English. men?  He  therefore  wished 
the  House  to  consider  what  was  to  be  oiir  fu- 
ture conduct,  if,  after  all  the  warnings  given 
lis,  we  were  now  to  surrender  Malta  out  of 
our  hands,  and  the  attack  upon  Egypt  were  to 
follow  in  six  or  in  twelve  months  afterwards. 
Were  we  prepared  for  the  lidiculous,  but  disas- 
trous alternative  to  which  we  should  be  re- 
duced, of  either  submitting  witliout  a  strug- 
f;le  to  national  calamity  and  disgrace,  because, 
foreseeing  our  danger,  we  had  voluntarily  and 
wantonly  sacrificed  the  best  means  of  avert- 
ing it ;  or,  \\  hen  it  was  perhaps  too  late  to  en- 
ter upon  a  difficult  and  almost  liopeless  contest, 
liaving  by  our  own  act  given  up  the  arms  by 
■which  we  could  be  enabled  to  conduct  it  to  a 
successful  issue  ?  If  the  question  were  closed 
here,  Mr.  Pitt  observed,  that,  fur  the  reasons 
^e  had  given,  he  was  piepared  to  mainrain, 
that  on  tiiese  grounds  alone  the  war  was  both 
just  and  necessary,  and  such  as  ought  to  call 
forth  the  utmost  exertions  of  Parliament  and 
the  nation  in  its  support.  But  so  far  was  this 
from  being  the  case,  that  there  was  not  any 
one  of  the  leading  transactions  subsequent  to 
tlie  treaty  of  Amiens,  to  which  his  Majesty's 
declaration  referred,  which  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  as  far  as  justice  was  concerned,  a  clear 
and  evident  cause  of  war,  and  such  as  would 
have  been  acted  upon,  it  there  were  sufficient 
means  of  co-operatioii  on  the  continent,  in  al- 
liBOSt  every  period  of  the  liisiorj  of  this  couii- 
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try.  He  here  referred  to  the  annexation  of 
Piedmont,  as  the  lirst  act  by  which  the 
French  govermnent  had  proceeded,  subse- 
quent to  the  treaty,  to  purstte  the  same  sys- 
fem  of  agor;uid;zcment,  which  had  appeared 
in  all  their  previous  conduct,  and  which  it  was 
vainly  hoped  ihey  had  relinquished.  He  re- 
ferred also  to  the  transaction  respecting  the 
German  indeinnitics,  where  the  Frencli  go- 
vernment, wi  ti  an  arrogance,  he  believed,  un- 
precedented in  the  iiistory  of  Europe,  had  pre- 
sumed to  dictate  to  all  Germany  the  detailed 
mode  of  arranging  those  indemnities,  on  which 
(he  Diet  of  ihe  Empire  was  expressly  con- 
vened to  d(.li')erate,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of 
Luneville,  and  had  publicly  announced  their 
scheme  as  settled  and  decided,  before  it  was 
even  communicated  to  those  io  whom  it  ought, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  have  been  proposed. 
He  next  passed  to  the  violence  offered  to 
Switzerland,  on  w  iiich  he  thought  it  the  less 
necessary  to  dwell,  because  he  believed  the 
conduct  of  France  towards  that  unfortunate 
and  devoted  country  had  excited  one  universal 
sentiment  of  detestation.  He  wished  here  to 
declare  (as  this  had  been  a  subject  so  often  ad- 
verted to  on  former  occasions,  when  he  jiad 
been  unavoidably  absent)  that  he  considered 
the  interference  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  on 
this  subject,  as  not  only  evidently  warranted 
bv  the  circumstances,  but  such  as  it  was  their 
duty  to  employ  to  the  extent  to  which  he  un- 
derstood it  to  have  been  carried,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  learning  whether  a  confederacy 
could  be  formed  in  Europe,  really  sufficient 
for  saving  that  country  from  the  yoke  of 
France  ;  but  that  vvlien  upon  trial  all  hopes  of 
such  a  confederacy  vanished,  he  thought  them 
equally  rigJit  in  not  pushing  the  contest,  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  to  extremities. — 
He  tlien  adverted  to  the  continuance  of  the 
French  armies  in  Holland,  which  appeared 
from  the  papers  on  the  table  to  have  been  di- 
rectly inconsistent  with  the  principles  on  v.hich 
the  treatv  of  Amiens  had  been  negotiated, 
and  with  the  engagements  which  were  known 
to  subsist  between  France  and  Holland.  After 
duelling  on  these  points,  he  stated,  liowever, 
that  he  thought  it  less  material  to  discuss  whe- 
ther they  were  each  in  itself  sufficient  causes 
of  war  on  the  part  of  this  country,  because  he 
admitted,  that,  whatever  might  be  the  justice 
of  the  case,  our  conduct  upon  them  at  the 
time  was  necessarily  regulated,  not  by  that 
consideration  onlv,  but  by  the  question  of  po- 
licy which  was  unavoidably  dependant  upon 
the  state  of  the  continent ;  but  that  whatever 
it  might  be  right  to  decide  upon  them  at 
the  time  they  occurred,  it  was  impossible  to 
contend  that  they  were  not  now  material,  as 
syinptonis  of  that  deliberate  system  of  ambi- 
tion and  encroachment  which  had  been  thus 
uniformly  pursued  towards  others,  and  which 
was  now  directed  to  a  quarter  vvheie  it  imme- 
diately affected  our  separate  interests,  ;ind  was 
in  direct  violation  of  the  treaty  with  (his 
country  itself.     He  here  drew   a   strong   pic- 
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ture  of  the  continued  and  rapid  succession  of 
the  acts  of  violence  and  oppression  v\hich 
dining  this  period  had  desolated  so  many  of 
tlie  conntrits  ot  Europe;  and  after  comparing 
the  irresistible  force  and  overwiiehuing  pro- 
gress of  Freilch  ambition  to  thobC  dreadful 
convulsions'  of  nature  by  which  provinces 
and  kingdo!us  were  consumed  and  buried  in 
niins,  he  asked  whether  we  could  contemph^te 
those  scenes  of  havock  a/id  destruction  witlumt 
reflecting  how  soon  that  torrent  of  liquid  tire 
iniglit  direct  its  ravages  against  ourselves? 
Having  Iiere  closed  his  review  of  what  had 
passed  on  the  continent,  he  next  observed, 
that  the  period  of  which  lie  had  been  speaking 
was  inarked  not  only  by  the  hostile  acts  which 
he  had  detailed,  with  respect  to  other  powers 
in  Europe,  but  by  others  immediately  affect- 
ing the  separate  rights  and  interests  of  this 
country.  He  referred,  he  said,  principally  to 
two  points  which  appeared  in  the  Correspond- 
ence. The  first  point  was  the  demand  which 
had  been  made  by  the  French  government, 
respecting  the  restraints  on  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  emi- 
grants now  remaining  in  the  country.  On  this 
it  v/as  unnecessary  to  enlarge,  because  the  in- 
dolence of  the  proposition  was  sufilciently  felt, 
and  because  it  had  been  at  the  time  resisted  by 
his  Majesty's  Ministers,  on  grounds  which 
ivere  stated  with  great  force  and  ability  in  one 
of  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  which,  he  was 
persuaded,  every  Member  of  the  House  had 
read  with  the  highest  approbation.  The  se- 
cond point  related  to  the  commercial  agents : 
the  indignity  and  outrage  which  attended 
their  mission,  was  one  of  which  it  was  difli- 
cult  to  speak  with  composure.  The  French 
government  had  made  a  formal  proposition  to 
.send  persons  of  this  description,  who  had 
never  been  found  necessary  even  when  a  com- 
mercial treaty  subsisted,  at  a  time  when  not 
only  there  was  no  such  treaty,  but  when,  as 
appears  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects with  France  was  suffering  every  degree 
of  violence  and  oppression.  This  proposition 
had  naturally  and  wisely  been  refused.  The 
French  government  then  proceeded  clandes- 
tinely to  send  these  agents  in  the  train  of  their 
Ambassador;  and  not  content  with  this  breach 
pf  the  law  of  nations,  they  afterwards  ad» 
dressed  to  them  instructions,  under  the  offi- 
cial character  in  which  they  had  received  adr 
mittance;  and  the  object  of  these  instructions 
was  to  direct  them  to  take  measures,  in  time 
of  peace,  for  ascertaining  ti.e  soundings  of 
ports,  and  for  obtaining  military  information 
of  districts ;  acts  for  which  they  would  have 
been  hanged  as  spies  in  time  of  war.  Under 
such  circumstances,  he  could  not  but  lament 
to  find  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  con- 
tented themselves  with  merely  applying  to  the 
French  government  to  withdraw  those  per- 
sons, and  had  not  at  once  advised  his  Majesty, 
l^Y  his  own  authoritv,  to  order  them  to  dc- 


part  the  kingdom  within  twenty-four  hours, 
reserving  it  to  himself  afterwards  to  require 
from  France  the  reparation  due  for  so  gross  an 
insult. — He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  dwell 
separately  on  another  head  of  complaint,  the 
violence  committed  against  the  vessels  and 
property  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
French  ports,  and  the  with]u)lding  to  this 
hour  all  satisfaction  for  those  injuries.  These 
proceedings,  he  said,  would  have  been  sutii- 
cient  ground  of  complaint  in  ordinary  times, 
but  they  could  scarcely  give  additional  force 
to  the  outrageous  transactions  which  he  had 
just  enumerated,  and  which  appeared  to  him 
as  if  they  had  been  designedly  calculated  to 
incltjde,  under  two  distinct  heads,  the  grossest 
insults  that  could  be  offered  to  the  independ- 
ence of  any  country.  The  first  pretension  of 
which  he  had  spoken,  that  of  restraining  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  was  nothing  short  of 
claiming  the  right  to  dictate  to  us  in  a  point 
of  municipal  law,  and  to  require  that  we 
should  sacrifice  to  the  caprice  of  the  First 
Consul  a  known  and  important  privilege  of 
our  constitution,  and  model  at  his  pleasure 
the  judicial  proceedings  and  internal  regula- 
tions of  the  country.  The  second  pretension, 
that  respecting  his  commercial  agents,  mani- 
fested, as  had  been  already  stated,  an  avowed 
determination  to  introduce,  in  defiance  of 
our  formal  refusal,  authorized  emissaries  into 
our  arsenals  and  ports,  in  ordei-  to  prepare, 
in  time  of  peace,  the  most  eftectnal  means 
for  our  annoyance  and  destruction  in  time  of 
war.  This  was  nothing  less  than  to  insist  on 
our  surrendering  beforehand  the  right  and  the 
means  of  national  defence  ;  and  if  the  foimcr 
claim  had  struck  at  the  liberty,  this  struck  as 
directly  at  the  actual  safety  of  the  country. 
It  was  true,  he  believed  and  hoped,  that  the 
commercial  agents  had  at  length  been  with- 
drawn, upon  the  representation  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers ;  but,  as  he  had  already 
stated  and  lamented,  it  did  not  appear  that 
any  disavowal  had  been  obtained  of  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  they  had  been  sent.  The 
claim  respecting  the  restraint  upon  the  press, 
and  the  expulsion  of  the  emigrants,  bad  also 
been  suspended  for  a  time,  in  consequence  of 
the  unanswerable  representations  in  the  dis- 
patch before  referred  to.  But  the  first  part 
of  this  claim  had  since  been  expressly  revived 
in  the  course  of  the  late  negotiation.  At  all 
events,  he  contended  that  the  circumstance  of 
the  First  Consul  having  even  suspended  it  as 
he  did,  only  afforded  a  striking  lesson  of  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  firm  and  season- 
able resistance :  but  that  the  fact  of  such  pre- 
tensions having  at  any  time  been  urged  (whe- 
ther they  were  persisted  in  or  withdrawn), 
must  be '  remembered  as  the  strongest  proof 
of  the  nature  of  the  views  which  he  really 
entertained,  and  which  he  would  unquestion- 
ably accomplish  whenever  he  found  it  in  his 
p(jwer.  He  maintained,  therefore,  that  aU 
these   inditnities  and  insults,  as  well  as  the 
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encroachments  and  violences  of  wliich  he  had  1 
before  been  speaking,  on  the  continent,  must 
enter  deeply  into  our  consideration,  in  judg- 
ing of  the  character  and  ultimate  views  and 
policy  of  our  enemy.  They  must  decisively  1 
confum  us  in  the  resolution  to  employ,  with- 
out hesitation,  the  most  vigorous  and  deter- 
mined resistance,  when,  in  addition  to  these 
proofs  of  his  general  disposition,  both  to- 
wards this  country  and  towards  Em-ope,  we 
found  him  now  engaged  in  that  project  of  di- 
rect and  separate  hostility  against  ourselves, 
which  had  already  been  argued. — On  all  these 
grounds,  he  felt  convinced  that  there  never 
was  an  occasion  on  which  it  more  clearly  be- 
came the  indispensable  duty  of  Parliament  to 
concur  with  his  Majesty  in  the  declaration  of 
the  necessity  and  justice  of  t'le  war  in  which 
we  were  engaged,  and  to  assure  him  of  their 
firm  and  effectual  support.  But  in  giving 
these  assurances,  he  trusted  that  other  Gent, 
felt  impressed  with  the  same  sense  which  he 
did  of  the  awful  importance  of  the  engage- 
ment into  which  they  were  preparing  to  enter, 
and  that  they  considered  those  assurances  not 
as  formal  words  of  ceremony  or  custom,  but 
as  a  solemn  and  deliberate  pledge  on  behalf  of 
themselves  arid  the  nation  whom  they  repre- 
sented— knowing  and  feeling  to  their  full  ex- 
tent the  real  ditlicidtics  and  dangers  of  their 
situation,  and  of  the  arduous  struggle  which 
it  compelled  them  to  endure,  and  being  pre- 
pared to  meet  those  difficulties  and  dangers 
with  every  exertion  and  every  sacrifice  which 
the  unexampled  circumstances  of  the  times 
rendered  indispensable  for  the  public  safety. 
For  his  own  part,  although  he  considered  the 
war  as  a  war  of  necessity,  and  one  which  we 
could  not  decline  witiunit  surrendering  both 
our  security  and  our  honour,  he  should  enter 
upon  it  with  little  hopes  of  ultimate  success, 
if  these  sentiments  were  not  deeply  impressed 
on  the  minds  of  Parliament  and  the  people. 
The  scale  of  our  exertions  could  not  be  mea- 
sured by  those  of  former  times,  or  confined 
within  the  limits  even  of  the  great,  and,,  till 
then,  unexampled  efforts  of  the  last  war.  He 
was  convinced  that  some  system,  far  more 
vigorous  and  effectual  than'  any  even  then 
adopted,  would  be  found  necessary,  both 
in  our  finance,  and  in  the  preparation  for  na- 
tional defence.  On  the  provisions  to  be  made 
for  these  two  primary  and  paramount  objects, 
it  would  principally  depend  whether  we  could 
effectually  disconcert  the  favom-ite  projects, 
and  disappoint  the  main  hopes  of  the  enemy. 
It  was_  evident,  that  if  they  indulged  them- 
selves in  any  expectation  of  success  in  the 
present  contest,  it  was  built  chiefly  on  the 
supposition  that  they  could  either  break  the 
spirit,  and  shake  the  determination  of  the 
country,  by  harassing  us  with  the  perpetual 
apprehension  of  descent  upon  our  coasts,  or 
that  they  could  impair  our  resources,  and  un- 
dermine our  credit,  by  the  effects  of  an  ex- 
pensive and  protracted   contett.     To  defeat 


the  first  of  these  purposes,  it  was  not,  in 
his  judgment,  sufficient  to  make  those  naval 
and  military  preparatiov-s,  which  would  pre- 
vent any  invasion  that  might  be  attempted 
from  being  ultimately  successful  (an  event 
which  he  trusted  he  was  justified,  in  common 
with  others,  in  considering  as  utterly  impossi- 
ble), but  to  make  such  vigorous  and  extensive 
arrangements  for  national  defence,  as  might 
diffuse  a  sense  of  the  most  complete  security 
against  even  the  temporary  impression  to  be 
produced  by  such  an  attempt,  and  might  ena- 
ble every  individual  to  lay  down  his  head  to 
rest,  in  the  persuasion  and  confidence  that 
nothing  was  omitted  which  could  enable  us  at 
once  to  meet  and  repel  the  danger  at  any  mo* 
ment,  and  in  any  quarter,  in  which  it  might 
threaten  us. — In  order  to  disappoint  the  se- 
cond object,  that  of  wearing  out  our  resources, 
he  trusted  the  House  would,  from  the  begin- 
ning, form  its  system  of  finance,  not  with  a 
view  only  to  the  expense  v\  hich  might  be  ne- 
cessary in  the  first  year  of  the  contest,  but 
that  they  would  look  at  once  to  the  possibility 
of  its  being  protracted  toas  long  a  period  as  that 
which  was  lately  terminated  ;  that  they  would 
consider  fully  what,  on  the  probable  scale  of 
the  war,  would  be  the  whole  extent  of  the 
burdens  necessary  to  be  imposed  on  that  sup- 
position. He  was  persuaded,  that  it  could 
only  be  by  providing  in  the  outset  means  ade- 
quate to  the  whole  extent  of  these  purposes, 
that  we  could,  in  fact,  prevent  the  ultimate 
amount  of  our  expenses  from  being  unneces- 
sarily, and  perhaps  intolerably,  augmented; 
or  that  we  could  ensure  the  best  chance  either 
of  bringing  the  contest  to  a  speedy  conclusion, 
by  convincing  the  enemy  of  our  sufficiency  to 
maintain  it,  or  could  meet  its  continued  exi- 
gencies, if  necessary,  without  the  annual  re- 
currence of  growing  and  accumulated  embar- 
rassments. He  trusted,  therefore,  that  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  would,  on  their  part,  feel 
the  necessity  of  bringing  both  these  points 
under  consideration  with  all  practicable 
promptitude  and  dispatch,  and  that,  if  possi- 
ble, not  even  a  fortnight  might  be  suffered  to 
elapse  without  enabling  Parliament  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  would  convince  both  France 
and  the  world  that  we  had  from  that  hour  pro- 
vided the  means  of  supporting  the  force,  and 
defraying  the  expenditure  which  might  be  ne- 
cessary for  maintaining  our  internal  security, 
and  for  the  vigorous  and  effectual  prosecution 
of  tlie  war,  to  any  period  to  which  it  could 
reasonably  be  supposed  to  extend.  He  re- 
peated, that  he  was  aware  that  these  measures 
could  not  be  effected  without  material  and  ex- 
tensive personal  sacrifices,  and  without  great 
additional  burdens,  which  must  to  a  degree 
affect  the  ease,  convenience,  and  even  com- 
fort of  many  classes  of  society — that  he  la- 
mented these  consequences  as  much  as  any 
man,  and  if  he  saw  any  prospect  that,  by 
present  concession,  v.-e  could  obtain  a  real  and 
desirable  interval  of  peace,  security,  and  re- 
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pose,  he  should  be  as  anxious  as  any  man  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  such  arduous  and  pain- 
ful exertions  ;  but  that,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, a  weak  and  timid  policy  could 
perhaps  scarcely  even  postpone  the  moment 
Avhen  they  would  become  indispensable  for 
cm-  existence,,  and  would  infallibly  expose  us 
to  the  certainty,  at  no  distant  period,  of  a  si- 
milar strugjjle,  with  those  means  given  out  of 
our  hands  which  we  now  possessed,  and  with 
the  chance  diminished,  of  finally  conducting 
it  to  a  successful  issue — that  we  had  not  an 
option  at  this  moment  between  the  blessings 
of  peace  and  the  dangers  of  war — that  from 
the  fatality  of  the  times,  and  the  general  state 
of  the  world,  we  must  consider  our  lot  as 
cast  by  the  decrees  of  Providence,  in  a  time 
of  peril  and  trouble — that  he  trusted  the  tem- 
per and  courage  of  the  nation  would  conform 
itself  to  the  duties  of  that  situation — that  we 
should  be  prepared  collectively  and  individu- 
ally to  meet  it  with  that  resignation  and  forti- 
tude, and,  at  the  same  time,  with  that  active 
zeal  and  exertion,  which,  in  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  crisis,  might  be  expected 
from  a  brave  and  free  people — and  that  we 
should  reflect,  even  in  the  hour  of  trial,  what 
abundant  reason  we  have  to  be  grateful  to 
Providence  for  the  distinction  we  enjoy  over 
mo^t  of  tlie  countries  of  Europe,  and  for  all 
the  advantages  and  blessings  which  national 
wisdom  and  virtue  have  hitherto  protected, 
and  which  it  now  depends  on  perseverance  in 
the  same  just  and  honourable  sentiments,  still 
to  guard  and  to  preserve.  , 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tui'Sihj,  May  24. — fSce  Minutes,  f.  817.) 

[War  with  France.] — Mr.  T.  Gren- 
viLLE  said,  that  when  a  call  like  the  present, 
so  superior  to  any  other,  was  made  upon  the 
country,  he  thought  that  a  sufficient  motive 
for  confining  themselves  strictly  to  the  great 
and  pressing  duty  which  was  then  before 
them.  His  Majesty  had  told  the  House  that 
the  aggressions  and  insults  offered  to  this 
country  by  France,  had  forced  his  Majesty  to 
commence  hostilities  against  that  power.  If 
any  man  could  bring  himself  to  believe  that 
there  was  not  a  just  ground  for  v/ar,  then  he 
would  take  the  side  he  had  described.  Those, 
on  the  contrary,  who  thought  with  him  that 
it  was  their  first  duty  to  remove  from  the 
question  every  point  which  might  prevent 
that  unanimity  which  was  so  desirable  to  ena- 
ble his  Majesty  to  prosecute  the  contest  with 
that  vigour  and  energy  which  the  occasion 
required,  would  put  out  of  their  considera- 
tion any  thing  except  the  important  duty 
which  they  liad  to  discharge.  After  com- 
.plaining  so  often  of  the  want"  of  information, 
he  ought  to  be  the  first  to  congratulate  tlie 
House   on   the  fuij   iuformatioa   which   thev 


were  now  in  possession  of;  but  t'le  duty  he 
had  spoken  of  was  so  far  transcendant,  that 
he  should  consider  himself  as  blameable,  there 
being  sufficient  information  to  enable  them  to 
discuss  what  were  the  causes  of  the  v\'ar,  if 
he  embarrassed  the  question  with  the  con;'- 
deration  of  any  other  points.  The  first  ques- 
tion for  consideration  was,  whether  this  coun- 
try had  a  right  to  go  to  war  with  France  ? 
And  the  second,  whether,  having  a  ju:/l  cause 
for  war,  there  was  such  a  want  of  expediency 
in  pursuing  it,  that,  notwithstanding  the  jus- 
lice  of  the  cause,  it  would  not  be  politic  to 
carry  it  on  ?  Ever  since  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
there  had  been  one  continued  system,  on  the 
part  of  France,  to  vilify  and  insult  the  Britisli 
government  and  people,  a  deliberate  system  of 
ambition  and  aggrandizement  on  the  part  of 
the  French  republic  :  and  when  he  considered 
whether  there  were  just  grounds  of  war,  his 
difficulty  consisted  rather  in  the  abundance 
from  which  he  was  to  choose.  If  he  took  the 
first  act,  that  of  sending  persons  here  with 
the  appearance  of  a  commercial  character,  in 
the  character  of  peace,  and  claiming  the  rights 
of  hospitality  and  protection,  whilst  their  real 
views  had  for  their  object  the  ascertainment  of 
the  means  of  destroying  this  country,  he 
thought  it  was  so  unprecedented  and  unpa- 
ralleled an  insult  and  injury,  that  it  furnisiied 
of  itself  a  sufficient  cause  for  war:  it  was  so 
gross  a  violation  of  public  faith,  that  it  was 
certainly  a  sufficient  ground  for  hostilities. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  go  through  the  whole 
of  the  grounds  for  war :  he  would  not  treat 
upon  the  annexation  of  Piedmont,  of  which 
country  we  were  the  direct  guarantees,  nor 
upon  tiie  subject  of  Switzerland.  These  were 
amply  sufficient  grounds  for  war:  but  al- 
though he  would  not  dwell  upon  the  subjects 
of  the  indemnities  in  the  German  empire,  the 
annexation  of  Piedmont,  the  invasion  of  Sv/it- 
zerland,  or  of  the  Batavian  republic,  yet  all 
these  were  such  sufficient  proofs  of  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  French  republic,  as  not  less  than 
at  other  periods  to  excite  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  this  country  to  resist  the  ambition  and 
aggrandizement  of  France.  It  had  been  doubt- 
ed how  far  some  of  these  were  just  grounds 
for  war ;  it  had  been  said  that  they  were  not, 
because  at  the  period  of  signing  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  French  troops  were  in  Holland,  Pied- 
mont was  really  annexed  to  France,  and  Sv/it- 
zerland  might  be  considered  to  be  so.  Could 
any  man  doubt  at  that  period,  it  had  been 
asked,  that  Switzerland  and  Holland  must 
become  subject  to  the  power  of  France,  when- 
ever the  latter  cliose  to  make  an  efliirt  for  that 
purpose  ?  The  great  argument  used  in  sup- 
port of  the  treaty  of  Amier,s  was  the  tone  and 
temper  in  which  it  wa?  made,  from  which  if 
any  thing  was  to  be  inferred,  it  was  that  a 
disposition  was  beginning  to  arise  in  France, 
to  act  upon  the  principles  adopted  by  regular 
governments,  and  a  hope  to  find  in  that  dis- 
position reasonable  ernimds  for  believing  that 
-*  X  X  3 
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France  voiild  observe  the  tre;itics  she-  had 
made.  Now,  when  there  was  a  general  sys- 
tem of  ambition  and  aggrandiz.cment  on  the 
part  ot"  France,  it  was  said  it  was  no  subject 
of  complaint :  be  it  so.  Rut  should  this  coun- 
try not  be  prepared  to  clieck  that  ambition  : 
To  say  that  the  influence  of  France  was  so 
great  in  Holland  and  Svit/.crland,  that  there- 
fore it  ought  not  to  be  resisted,  wa?  so  strange 
an  aj-gument,  that  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  pursue  it  any  further.  All  these  acts 
were  not  only  altogether,  but  each  of  them,  a 
sufficient  cause  for  war,  and  such  as  in  other 
timcj  had  been  acted  upon  vigorously  and 
successfully.  Here  he  wished  to  recur  to 
vvJiat  related  to  Egypt,  in  which  there  was  a 
direct  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  By 
that  treaty  the  French  republic  was  solemnly 
bound  to  guaranty  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish 
dominions,  which  became  an  important  object 
to  us,  not  only  in  itself,  but  because  of  the 
great  necessity  which  existed  for  it,  for  the 
security  of  our  own  possessions.  In  that  view 
he  conceived  that  we  demanded  security  from 
France  against  any  attempt  in  that  quarter. 
Egypt  was  evacuated  by  our  troops,  and  the 
evacuation  made  a  sacrifice  to  peace,  whilst 
we  demanded  the  guarantee  as  a  security  foi- 
our  Easttrn  possessions.  If  any  man  doubted 
the  insincerity  of  France,  after  reading  the 
Report  of  Sebastiani,  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  prove  it :  yet  the  Report  was  said 
to  be  commercial.  Vain  and  idle  pretext !  on 
which  the  pui-pose  of  it  was  attempted  to  be 
done  away.  Was  it  possible  to  conceive  that 
it  could  be  a  commercial  mission  ?  If  any  man 
doubted,  however,  upon  the  subject,  he  de- 
sired to  refer  him  to  higher  authority,  to  Buo- 
naparte himself,  who  had  distinctly  described 
it  as  a  military  mission  ;  and  to  Andreossi, 
the  French  Ambassador,  who  had  not  at- 
tempted to  conceal  the  purpose  of  the  mis- 
sion under  the  semblance  of  commerce,  but 
who  distinctly  designated  it  as  a  military  mis- 
sion. Thus,  then,  the  Report  of  Sebastiani 
was  confirmed  in  all  its  military  character. 
But  was  that  all  ?  Look  at  the  supplementary 
part  of  the  Report,  view  Sebastiani  travelling 
in  the  republic  of  the  Seven  Islands:  that  re"- 
public  was,  however,  not  confined  to  Sebas- 
tiani's  Report;  another  supplementary  account 
amongst  the  papers  on  the  table,  informed 
them  that  the  First  Consul  had  granted  his 
protection  to  the  Catholic  church  of  the  Seven 
islands,  and  that  when  the  members  of  that 
communion  prayed  to  Ood,  they  must  pray 
fov  the  First  Consul.  Thus  stood  the  case 
with  respect  to  Egypt.  If  the  Report  of  Se- 
bastiani had  merely  consisted  of  an  intercepted 
letter,^  it  might  have  been  said,  that  it  was  not 
a  suflicient  act  of  hostility  on  the  part  of 
France  towards  this  country,  though  he  should 
have  contended  that  it  was  ;  but  when,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Report,  it  was  adopted  by  the 
First  Consul,  and  by  the  French  Ambassador 
here,  could  any  reasonable  man,  he  asktd,  read 
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that,  and  doubt  that  there  had  been  in  the  mind 
of  Buonaparte  an  hostile  view  with  respect  to 
Egypt,  a  disposition  to  act  directly  contrary  to 
his  own  guarantee  of  the  integrity  of  the  Turk- 
ish empire  ?  This  was  even  not  all ;  but  when, 
in  the  Declaration  of  his  Majesty,  it  was  stated 
that  the  French  government  had  suggested  the 
idea  of  a  partition  of  the  Turkish  empire,  he 
must  suppose  that  it  related  to  a  regular  pro- 
posal   made   by  France  to   a   great  northern 
power,  for  such  a  partition.     With  respect  to 
this  point,  no  documents  were  offered  ;  but 
if  Ministers  had  not  referred  to  it,  thty  would 
have  done  less  than  their  duty  ;  and  to  have 
referred   to   it   more  distinctly,    would   have 
been   more  than   was   called  for.     Beiore   he 
quitted  this  subject,  he  could  not  help  advert- 
ing to  an  expi'ession  that  had  been   used,  that 
Buonaparte  had  a  desire  to  possess  himself  of 
Egypt.     If  it  was  meant  to  be  said  that  there 
was  an  abstract  wish  on  the  part  of  the  Great 
Consul,  possessing   half  the  world,    secretly, 
silently,  and  piously  to  add  Egypt  to  his  do- 
minions, he  could   not  conceive  that  such  a 
simple  abstract  wish  could  be  a  cause  for  war. 
But   putting  together  facts,  would  any  man 
assert  that  it  was  a  fair  interpretation  of  those 
I  facts,  to  say  merely  that  Buonaparte   had  a 
desire  to   possess   himself   of   Egypt  ?    That 
desire  was  manifested  by  acts  so  manifestly  in 
I  breach   of   the    treaty  which    he   had   signed, 
that  we  were  justified  in   saying  that  it  was  a 
I  hostile  breach  of  faith.     Steps  had  been  taken 
'  by  the  First  Consul,  which  clearly  indicated 
j  the   means  by  which  his  designs  were  to  be 
:  executed.     From  the  moment  that  nny  hostile 
{  act  was  committed  by  France,  we  were  justi- 
fied in  using  every  means  for  our  own   secu- 
rity.    The    best   means    by    which    the    First 
Consul  could  execute  his  projects  upon  Egypt 
j  were  those  which   he   thought  the  most  ne- 
cessary to  the  accomplishment  of  his  desiie  ; 
they  depended    upon   Malta,  and  if  we   had 
[  evacuated  Malta,  we  should  have  been  justi- 
■'  fied,  after  the  Report  of  Sebastiani,  in  endea- 
vouring to  retake   it.     Would  any  man  say, 
th.at  if  it  was  just  to  retake  it,  it  was  not  also 
:  just  to  retain  it  when   it  was  already  in   our 
possession  ?    He  could  not  see  the  least  difl'er- 
ence  between  our  retaining  Malta,  if  Fiance 
j  committed  a  breach  of  faith,  and  our  right  of 
;  possessing  ourselves  of  it  again  after  a  breach 
'  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  having  previously 
;  given  it  up.     In  this  view  of  the  subject,  he 
i  would  not  go  into  a  minute  discussion  respect- 
ing the   loth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
I  He   would  grant,    that  if  the   stipulations   of 
'  the  treaty  had  been  fulfilled,  and  we  had  then 
■  refused   to    deliver    up    Malta,    a   breach    of 
'  that  treaty  might   have  been   alleged  against 
us;  but  no  case  had  ever  been  made  out  by 
j  France,  which  gave  her  a  right  to  demand  the 
!  evacuation  of  Malta  by  us.     He  really  thought 
I  that    there    never    was    a    period    in    which 
so  many  and  such  invincible  grounds  of  war, 
I  on  the  part  of  this  country,  wevc  so  clearlf 
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and  distinctly  made  out,   as  in  the  moment 
when  he  was  addressing  the  House.     It  might 
be  said,  that  amply  sufficient  grounds  of  war 
might  exist,  and  yet  considerations  of  expe- 
diency might  render  it  doubtful  whether  Par- 
liament should  recommend  the  prosecution  of 
the    war;    but   were   there   01    not  any  such 
grounds   of   expediency  at   the   present   mo- 
ment ?    If  they  were  to  say  that  such  a  war  at 
the  pi-esent  moment  would  not  be  a  dangerous 
experiment,  and  that  it  would  not  press  hea- 
vily, in  point  of  expense,  upon  every  man  in 
the  country,  they  would  be  deceiving  them- 
selves,   and  disguising  the  truth.     But  what 
had  they  to  consider  ?  He  lamented  that  their 
\oice   upon  this  occasion   would   only   be   a 
■choice  of  great  evil.     Before,  however,  they 
agreed  to  a  change  for  war,  they  were  to  con- 
.sider  what  they  would   lose.     Was  it  peace 
that  they  would  lose  ?    Would  any  man   say 
that  it  was  a  change  from  peace  to  war  ?    It 
was,  on  the  contrary,  a  change  from  a   state 
of   unequal   truce   to   a   state  of  equal  war. 
They  must  look  danger  courageously  in  the 
face,  and  hope  with  confidence  for  a  glorious 
result.     Did  they  sacrifice,  by  such  a  change, 
that  which  was  valuable,  or  even  tolerable  ? 
Without  entering   into   the   consideration   of 
the  conduct   of  his  Majesty's   Ministers,   he 
would  ask,  whether,  if  the  wisest  men  in  the 
country  had  been   at  the  head   of  affairs,  it 
were  possible  that  they  would  have  suffered 
the  last  two  months  of  protracted  negotiation, 
during  which  we  experienced  not  a  peace  but 
a   truce,    in   which  we   disarmed   whilst   the 
enemy  armed — in  which  we  were  called  upon 
to  give  up  our  conquests,  whilst  the  enemy 
was   pursuing   a   system  of   aggrandizement, 
and  completing  their  military  preparations,  to 
be  afterwards  carried  into  effect  against  this 
country?    Was  it  to  be  said,  that  we  were  to 
wait  till  they  had  completed  all  their  arrange- 
ments ?  And  were  we  to  be  taught  ^o  wait  pa- 
tiently the  event  of  the  attack,  and  not  to 
take  those  means  which  we  were  called  upon  by 
God  and  man  to  take  for  our  own  security  ? 
It  might  be   said,  that  even  at  the  period  of 
the  present  discussion,  we  had  gained  an  ad- 
vantage of  vast  moment,  since  the  great  and 
mighty  republic  of  France  had  thought  tit  to 
abandon   the  important   acquisition  of  Loui- 
siana-    He  could  not  conceive  that  any  one 
would  be  so  childish  as  to  ask,  whether  that 
was  a  fresh  indication  of  a  pacific  s^^-irit  ?  What 
WAS  the  cause  of  it  ?  The  war.     However  pa- 
radoxical it  might  (jeem,  he  considered  that 
cession  as  a  fresh  indication  of  a  hostile  mind 
on  the  part  of  France.     It  was  evident,  in  his 
opinion,  that  it  was  the  object  of  France,  in 
this  ces.s)on,   to  do  away  one  enemy   more, 
and  to  endeavour  to  prevent  an  alliance  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  this  country.     It 
had  been  said  that  ve  were  without  allies :  he 
did  not  see  any  occasion  for  treating  our  for- 
xner  continental  alliances  so  lightly  as  they  had 
J:ecn  treated.    But  howLver  we  anight  be  with- 


out nllies,  to  those  countries  with  whom  wj 
might  v.ish  to  ally  ourselves,  it  would  not  be 
imimportant  to  shew  our  readiness  to  repel  a 
danger  which  was  common  to  all,  to  shew  our 
disposition  courageously  to  meet  the  difficul- 
ties which  presented  themselves,  and  bravely 
to  overcome  them.  With  respect  to  the 
amendment,  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  wa? 
no  duty  more  incumbent  upon  them,  when 
representing  the  spirit  and  sense  of  the  coun- 
try upon  the  present  occasion,  than  that  they 
should  speak  with  an  unanimous  voice.  There 
was  no  sacrifice  which  he  would  not  make» 
consistent  with  conscience  and  honour,  to 
obtain  that  unanimity.  If,  then,  he  saw  in 
the  amendment  no.  material  difference,  must 
he  not  complain,  that,  without  any  essential 
difference,  it  should  have  tlie  effect  of  weak- 
ening that  unanimity .''  Hiough  there  was  not 
one  word  in  that  amendment  that  he  would 
not  willingly  subscribe  to,  yet  he  could  not 
but  lament  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
preventing  Parliament  from  speaking  with  an 
unanimous  voice.  The  country  was  placed 
in  a  very  arduous  situation  ;  but  he  was  con- 
fident that  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  was  amply 
sufficient  to  encounter  successfully  the  perils 
which  surrounded  them,  and  that  there  would 
be  found  means,  and  mind,  and  spirit  to  meet 
the  contest  in  vhich  we  were  engaged.  If 
the  country  was  true  to  itf.elf,  and  Parliament 
w'as  true  to  the  country,  there  need  be  no 
fear  for  the  issue  of  that  contest. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
had  called  for  unanimity  in  the  discussion  of 
this   subject,    and    he   (Mr.   Whitbread)  also 
called  for  unanimity.      The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
had  said,  that  there  was  nothing  he  would  not 
sacrilice   for   the  sake   of  unanimity,   except 
honour  and  conscience.     He  put  it  to  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Pitt),  and 
to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  just  spoken, 
or  to  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  sat  upon  the  same 
bench  with  that  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  whether  they 
could,  with  a  safe  conscience,  vote  a  direct 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
I  Ministers,  to  which  the  present  address  would 
'  pledge  them  i'  He  called  upon  them  to  say, 
I  whether  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  uniiorinly 
I  manifested    a   desire   for   the  maintenance  of 
I  peace  ?     whether    those    Ministers    had   con- 
i  ducted  themselves  well,  and  whether  they  had 
I  not  committed  the   honour  of  the  countr)  ? 
I  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Grenville)  had  di-^- 
1  tinctly  admirted,  that  Ministers  had  commil- 
tedthe  honour  of  the  country;  and  if  the  Rt. 
Hon.   Gent,  could   not   approve  of  thera,  he 
could  not  approve  of  that  part  of  the  address 
which  went  to  the  approval  of  their  conduct. 
Let  those,  therefore,   '.vho   called  for    unani- 
mity,   vote  for  th.e  amendment   of   his   Hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Grey\  which  went  the  fuU  length 
of  pledging  their  lives  and  foitunes-in  the  sup- 
j  port  of  his  Majesty  in  the  contest  in  which 
,  wc  wers  engagedi  without  pledging  Iheir.selves 
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to  the  approval   of  the  conduct  of  his   Ma- 
jesty's   Ministers.      He    trusted    the    House 
would  indulge  him,  when  he  previously  con- 
fessed that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  take 
that  narrow  view  of  the  question  which  was 
proposed  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.     He  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  comment  upon  those 
steps  which  Ministers  had  taken  during  the 
negotiation,  since  it  was  impossible  to  discuss 
the  steps  ultimately  taken  by  those  Ministers, 
without  inquiring  into  the  previous  negotia- 
tion.     In    doing   this,    whatever  might   have 
been    his  feelings  with   respect  to  any  party 
with  which  he  was  connected,  he  acted  per- 
fectly free  from  all  party  bias.     He  had  hailed 
the  accession  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Ad- 
dington)  and  his  colleagues  to  power,  as  the 
only  chance   of  saving-  the  country.     He  ac- 
knowledged the  brilliancy  of  the  speech  made 
by  a  Rt'^  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  he  so  much  the  more  re- 
gretted the   part   that    Rt,    Hon.    Gent,   had 
taken,  for  as  it  had  been  said  that  one  person 
in  France  had  absorbed  the  whole  power  of 
that  mighty  empire,  so  it  might  be  observed, 
that  if  ever  the  fate  of  empires  hung  upon  the 
lips  of  one  individual,  it  was  on  the   lips  of 
that  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening.     He  regretted  the  pai't  which 
that  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  had  taken,  and  should 
have  been  happy  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  for 
no  one  would  be  more  happy  than  himself  at 
the  return  to  power  of  any  one  who  was  dis- 
posed  to   restore   peace,    wliich    he   thought 
might  still  be  restored.     He  thought  the  nego- 
tiation had  been  conducted  ill,  and  that  when 
it  was  broken  off,    it  might  still  have  been 
brought  to  a  happy  issue.     But  if  the  Noble 
J.ord  (Hawkesbury)  thought  the  experiment 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  useful  in  destroy- 
ing that  spirit  of  enthusiasm   in  France,  from 
whence  so  much  mischief   had  resulted,    do 
not  let  those  v.ho  spoke   upon  this  subject, 
increase  inflammation  upon  a  question  which 
they  ought  to  discuss  dispassionately,  and  not 
suffer  themselves  to  be  run  away  with  by  the 
old  inveterate  spirit  of  hatred  against  France. 
Let  them  recollect  who  were  the  Ministers 
V'ho  called  for  war.     He  was  not  surprised 
that  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Grenville),  and 
those  who  sat  with  him,  should  contend  that 
there  were  sufncient  grounds  for  war,  but  did 
pot  enter  into  the  consideration  of  any  distinct 
cause  for  war,  contending,  as  they  did,  that 
^t  any  time  since  the  signature  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens   there  was    sufficient   ground  for 
war.     But  what  did  we  nov/  go  to  war  for  : 
Was  it  or  was  it  not  on  account  of  the  single 
paper  of  the  ultimatum  of  this  country  which 
nyw  lay  upon  the  table  ?  And  if  France  had 
accepted  that  ultimatum,  should  we  or  should 
we  not  be  now  at  peace  ?  If  so,  let  them  dis- 
miss all  circumstances  of  aggravation  from  the 
discubsion  of  the   subject  before  them.     No 
man  felt  more  than  he  did  the  aggravated  in- 
sults o2crcd  to  tills  country  by  France  j  but 


why  not  make  representations  upon  each  insult 
received,  and,  if  no  satisfaction  wai  obtained, 
why  not  appeal  to  Parliament  ?     He  granted 
that  every  individual  insult  was  a  cause  for  war; 
but  why  then   not  demand  satisfaction,  and. 
if  not  granted,  appeal  to  Parliament?     What 
Avere  the  circumstances  which  related  to  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  ?     On  the  23d  of  November 
last,  his  Majesty's  speech  was  made  to  Parlia- 
ment.    He  confessed  that  the   speech  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer) then  made  upon  the  question  respecting 
the  address,  was  far  from  being  satisfactory  to 
him.     He  took  the  liberty  at  that  period  to 
ask  for  explanation  ;  and  if  he  did  not  much 
misinterpret  what  was  then  stated  by  that  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  it  was,  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  any  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.     From 
this  circumstance,  a   grave   and   weighty  re- 
sponsibility rested  upon  Ministers.     The  sub- 
ject of  Switzerland  had  been  dwelt  upon  al- 
ready w^ith  so  much  eloquence,  that  he  should 
only  say,  that  he  viewed  the  events  which  had 
taken  place  in   that   country   with    as  much 
horror  as  any  man.     But  hov.'  did  the  question 
stand  with  respect  to  that  country  ?     At  the 
time  that  Buonaparte  invaded  its  liberties,  a 
Swiss  deputy  applied  to  the  powers  of  Europe^ 
through  the  medium  of  their  ambassadois  at 
Paris,    for  assistance ;    they   were   only  suc- 
cessful in   their  application   to  this  country. 
A  note  was  presented  from  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
remonstrating   with   the   French   government 
respecting  that  subject.     A  letter  of  instruc- 
tions, dated  the  same  day  (the  zzd  of  Novem- 
ber)  with  that  note,  was  sent  to  Mr.  Moore, 
giving  him  an  irrevocable  power  to  involve  this 
country  in  a  war  with  France-,  not  but  that 
there  was  a  just  cause  for  war,  but  knowing 
at  the  same  time  that  the  Swiss   were   sup- 
ported by  no  other  power  than  by  this  coun- 
try,   under  which  circumstance   it   must   bs 
agreed,  t!at  such  a  war  would  have  been  im- 
politic.    Thus,  after  the  refusal  of  the  other 
powers  of  iiurope  was  known,  and  Ministers 
having,  on  the  23d  of  November,  risked  a  war 
with   France   on  the   subject  of  Switzerland, 
and  not  then  knowing  the  issue  of  the  nego- 
tiation, did  then   in  point  of  fact  inform,  the 
House  and  the  country,  that  there  existed  no 
danger  of  any  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
How   was  this  to  be   interpreted  ?   PJinisters 
sent  out  immediate  orders,  in  consequence  of 
this  dispute,  not  to  evacuate  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  other  places,  which   was  a  direct 
breach  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.     Soon  after- 
wards they  sent  out  orders  to  evacuate  those 
places.     This  would  serve  to  shew  how  Mini- 
sters  interpreted    their    own    act    respecting 
Switzerland.     It  was  most  extraordinary  that 
at  the  same  time  when  they  sent  out  orders 
not  to  evacuate  the  Cape   and  other  places, 
no   orders   were    sent   out    not    to    evacuate 
Malta,  which  was  more  particularly  the  s\ib- 
jeet  of  dispute  between  the  countries,  on  the 
importance  of  which  so  much  stress  v^-as  laid. 
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and  which  it  now  appeared  formed  the  whole 
subject  of  the  present  contest.     On  the  8th  or 
December,  when   a  nourishing  statement   of 
the  fuiances  of  the  country  was  made  by  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer), he  then  said,  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  any  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  at  least 
if  not  so  in  terms,  that  was  the  tenour  of  the 
expression  used  by  him.     At  the  time  of  his 
Majesty's  message  respecting  his  R.  H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  same  thing  was  repeated, 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  war.     Very  soon 
aftei-wards  carne   his  Majesty's  message,  an- 
nouncing a  probable  rupture  with  France  :  the 
grounds  of  that  message  had  never  yet  been 
explained:   distinct  information  had  been  ask- 
ed for  as  to  the  grounds  of  that  message,  but 
his  Majesty's  Miriisters  had  never  yet  given  it, 
nor  had  they  at  all   explained  that  message^ 
which  appeared  now  so  very  inexpedient,     it 
had  been  asked  by  the  Rt.   Hon.  Gent.  (Mr. 
Grenville)  what  we  should  give  up  by  going 
to  war.   He  would  ask  what  was  the  sensation 
produced    in   the   country  by  that   message, 
which  announced  the  probability  of  war  ?   Let 
that    Rt.   Hon.    Gent,    consider    the    sorrow 
which  was  produced  throughout  the  country 
by  the  tidings  of  that  message,  and  let  him 
imagine   the  real    grief  which   it  occasioned. 
As  to  the  opinion  of  the  country,  his  opinion 
was,  that  if  it  was  polled  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  with  those  exceptions  which  must  al- 
ways be  the  case,  there  was  not  one  man  to  be 
found  who  would  not  say,    that  if  we  had 
received   insults   from   France,    those   insults 
ought  not  to  go  unredressed  ;  but  let  that  opi- 
nion be  taken  in  the  same  way,  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  whether 
they  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  avoid  war, 
and  he  believed  the  answer  of  a  large  majority 
would  be,  that  they  had  nut ;  that  was  also  his 
feeling  upon  that  subject.     He  thought  that 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  passed  over  in  the 
Declaration,  many  points  with  respect  to  which 
the  tone  of  France  was  more  insidting,  or  at 
least  as  much  so  as  in  those  they  had  noticed. 
With  respect  to  the  representations  of  France 


that  the  Noble  Lord  had  made  a  promise  upon 
the  subject.     But  how  should  the  representa- 
tions upon  that  subject  have  been  met  ?     By  a 
direct  refusal ;  and  if  France  chose  to  avenge 
herself,  let  her  do   it.      The   subject  of  the 
aggrandizement  of  France  had  been   already 
ably  discussed.     Those  who  voted  against  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  stated  this  as  a  reason  why 
they  opposed  that  treaty.     But  how  was  it 
with  respect  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers?    The 
independence  of  Holland  was  secured;  but  the 
fact  was,  that  French  troops  were  in  the  Bata- 
vian  republic  at  that  time,  and  continued  there. 
Were    any    representations   made    respecting^ 
those  troops  ?     Several  motions   were   after- 
wards made  by  those  troops,  for  the  purpose, 
as  it  was  supposed,  of  quitting  the  Batavian 
republic,  but  they  stopped  on  the  frontiers  of 
Holland,  under  the  pretext  of  being  destined 
to   serve  in  the  expedition  to  Louisiana ;  but 
was  there  any  formal  remonstrance  upon  thia 
subject  ?     He  should  have  thought  it  proper 
that  Ministers   should  have  sent  a  formal  re- 
presentation, in   order  that  they  might  have 
had  a  formal  answer;   then  they  might  have 
come  to  Parliament  Vvith  their  doubts ;  and 
there  would  now  have  been  no  dispute  about 
the   object   of   war.      The    independence   of 
Switzerland    was   secured    by   the   treaty   of 
Luneville  ;  yet,  eight  or  nine  months  after  tlie 
signature   of  that  treaty,  the   French  troops 
were  not  withdrawn  from  that  country :  that 
might  have  been  considered  as  an  omen  of  the 
bad  faith   of  France.     A   considerable   time 
elapsed  between  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of 
Luneville,  and  that  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  still  the  French  troops  were   not  with- 
drawn.   Those  who  made  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
must  have  considered  at  that  time  that  Swit- 
zerland would  be  kept  by  France.     All  these 
circumstances  were  stated,  and  the  argument 
by  which  they  were  answered  was,  that  it  was 
to  be  supposed  that  the  treaty  would  be  exe- 
cuted.    A  system  of  aggrandizement  was  like- 
wise  pursued   in    Italy  ;  and  at  the  time   of 
signing  the  treaty,  Piedmont  was  in  fact  an- 
nexed to  France,  by  being  made  a  military 


respecting  libels  alleged  to  be  published  against    arrondissement  of  that  country,  which  was  very 
the  government  of  that  republic  in  this  coun-    little  different  from    being  really  annexed   to 


try,  such  remonstrances  should  have  been 
treated  with  contempt ;  the  answer  should 
have  been.  We  have  no  satisfaction  to  give  you, 
take  your  remedy,  ■^^'ith  respect  to  the  com- 
mercial commissioners,  did  Ministers  do  their 
duty  ?  were  those  men  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try r  The  consequence  of  not  doing  their  duty 
was,  that  it  still  remained  a  problem,  whether 
they  had  received  satisfaction  from  France  on 
that  point:  and  this,  mixed  upwith  other  things, 
was  brought  forward  as  matter  of  aggravation 
against  France.  Lord  Hawkesbury  had  been 
called  upon  to  send  out  of  the  country  certain 
individuals  because  they  were  obnoxious  to 
France.     No  Briton  would  contend  that  men 


France.  The  isle  of  Elba  was  likewise  taken 
under  the  protection  of  France,  and  that  pro- 
tection was  sufficiently  knoAvn.  All  these  cir-« 
cumstances  were  known  at  the  time  the  defini- 
tive treaty  was  signed.  It  was  not  therefore 
for  those  who  signed  that  treaty,  or  thoce  who 
supported  it,  to  contend,  that  those  reasons 
which  existed  at  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty 
were  now  reasons  for  going  to  war.  It  had 
been  asked  by  the  Noble  Lord  (Hawkesbury) 
on  the  preceding  evening,  was  no  country  to 
come  forward  to  take  up  the  cause  of  an  in- 
jured Sovereign,  or  an  injured  people?  He 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  agreed,  that  if  a  case  Avas 
made  out  of  iniurv,  their  cause  ought  to  be 


who  had  received  the  protection  of  this  coun-  •  taken  up  ;  but  it  was  needless  to  talk  of  giving 
try,  ought  to  be  iC.X  ouL  of  it ;  but  it  appeared  \  what  could  not  be  given.     That  Noble  Lord 
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had  alluded  to  the  German  indemnities,  the 
whole  of  which  was  a  complete  system  of  rob- 
bery :  but  did  the  Xoble  Lord  and  his  col- 
leagues, who  knew  such  a  system  was  resolved 
upon  at  the  treaty  of  Luneviiic,  set  their  faces 
ag^ainst  it  i  Now,  however,  Ave  were  to  go  to 
war  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  continent. 
If  the  ultimatum  on  the  table  was  not  the  ob- 
ject of  the  war,  in  God's  name  let  them  know 
the  object  of  it;  let  them  not  raise  a  false 
spirit  in  the  country  ;  let  then  know  v/hether 
the  object  might  he  attained  or  not  without 
going  to  war.  With  respect  to  Malta,  which 
seemed  to  be  the  sole  object  in  dispute  with  a 
view  to  Egypt,  the  Noble  Lord  (Hawkesbury) 
had  descanted  upon  the  perfidy  of  the  French 
government,  in  throwing  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  guarantees ;  but  he  forgot  that  all  the 
while  the  French  government  were  throwing 
dilTiculties  in  the  way  of  those  guarantees, 
Malta  remained  in  the  possession  of  England, 
anti  that  it  must  have  done  so  whilst  those 
difficulties  remained.  The  Noble  Lord  and 
his  colleagues  had,  however,  resolved  to  fulfil 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  when,  on  the  9th  day 
of  February,  a  dispatch  was  sent  to  Lord 
Whitworth,  announcing  that  the  evacuation 
of  Malta  would  have  taken  place  il'  a  certain 
circumstance  had  not  happened.  This  cir- 
cumstance was  Sebastiani's  mission.  The  Rt. 
Ron.  Gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  said,  that  the  hostile 
disposition  of  the  First  Consul  was  to  be  in- 
ferred more  from  the  mission  than  the  Report. 
Ministers  had  stated,  that  they  knew  of  the 
mission,  and  that  they  knew  Sebastiani  had 
seen  General  Stuart,  as  in  their  dispatch  to  the 
French  government  they  had  stated  that  Egypt 
hadnotbeen  evacuated, inconsequence  of  amis- 
take.  If  the  Report  v.-as  an  act  of  aggression, 
he  thought  that  Ministers  were  highly  culpable 
in  not  remonstrating  at  the  time.  Did  that 
Report  disclose  more  of  the  hostile  disposition 
of  the  First  Consul  than  was  before  known  ? 
Egypt  was  always  a  favourite  object  of  the 
French  government,  and  Malta  also,  with  a 
view  to  the  former.  What  was  done  to  pre- 
vent Malta  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
First  Consul  ?  It  was  proposed  to  garrison  it 
with  Neapolitan  troops,  when  the  feeling  of 
everv  military  man  upon  that  occasion  was,  that 
it  was  in  fact  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  France, 
as  the  First  Consul  might  have  it  when  he 
pleased.  As  to  the  importance  of  Malta  with 
a  view  to  Egypt,  it  had  been  stated  upon  a 
former  occasion  by  a  gallant  officer  (Gen. 
Miitland),  that  it  was  of  no  importance  in  that 
point  of  viev/.  It  was  not  unlikely  that  the 
empire  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  might  fail  by 
means  of  some  arrangement  of  partition,  to 
which  the  First  Consul  might  be  supposed  to 
allude  in  conversation  with  Lord  Whitworth, 
p.nd  therefore  his  words  Vvere  not  to  be  taken 
in  that  sense  which  was  applied  to  them ;  but 
at  any  rate  it  only  resulted  that  all  that  we 
knew  liefore  upon  that  subject  was  confirmed. 
It  appeared  that  Talleyrand  had  signified  the 


willingness  of  tlie  French  government  to  give 
every  security  respecting  Egypt ;  he  did  not 
think  Ministers  went  far  enough  in  inquiring 
what  that  security  was.  The  Emperor  of 
Russia  had  offered  to  guaranty  Malta,  leaving 
out  the  Maltese  langue.  This  morning  an 
important  document  had  arrived,  contained  in 
the  French  ofiicial  paper,  which  was  a  note 
from  the  Russian  Minister,  to  Talleyrarid, 
stating  in  the  most  conciliatory  tcnns,  the 
desire  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  that  the  treaty 
of  Amiens  should  be  maintained,  and  his  wish 
to  interpose  his  good  offices  between  the  two 
countries,  and  at  the  same  time  stating,  that 
the  English  government  knew  that  the  Empe- 
ror could  not  assent  to  the  Maltese  langue,  on 
account  of  a  previous  arrangement  to  the  con- 
trary. From  this  it  appeared  that  his  Imperial 
Majesty  was  willing  to  interfere  between  the 
two  countries.  With  respect  to  the  previous 
arrangement  there  mentioned,  it  appeared  very 
strange,  but  perhaps  Ministers  might  be  able 
to  explain  it  satisfactorily.  This,  however, 
he  was  sure  they  would  not  explain  satisfac- 
torily, why  they  had  not  noticed  that  projet 
of  the  court  of  Petersbvngh  at  that  time,  when 
there  had  been  no  Sebastiani  and  no  message 
to  the  Legislative  Body.  The  publication  of 
the  Report  of  Sebastiani,  notwithstanding 
what  had  been  said  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent. 
(Mr.  Pitt),  might  be  considered  as  an  answer  to 
Sir  Robert  Wilson's  work,  respecting  the 
transactions  of  our  army  in  Egypt.  If  the 
message  to  the  Legislative  Body  had  been 
considered  as  an  insult,  Ministers  might  have 
demanded  and  obtained  satisfaction  imme- 
diately, as  they  had  done  in  the  case  of  M. 
Reinhard.  With  respect  to  the  refusal  of 
Russia  to  guaranty  Malta,  it  was  contradicted 
by  the  note  which  had  been  laid  upon  the 
table  that  evening  by  the  Noble  Lord.  He 
thought  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  might 
still  avail  themselves  of  the  interference  of 
Russia,  and  that  peace  might  even  yet  be 
preserved. 

Mr.  Dallas  said,  that  the  question  before 
the  House  involved  in  it  two  considerations : 
the  justice  of  the  war,  and  the  conduct  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  in  the  conduct  of  the  ne- 
gotiation. Upon  the  latter  point  there  ap- 
peared to  be  considerable  difTerence  of  opinion ; 
some  Gentlemen  seemed  to  think  thatMinistcrs 
had  not  gone  far  enough  in  their  efforts  to 
preserve  peace,  while  others  thought  that  they 
had  not  taken  their  stand  early  enough  against 
the  aggressions  of  France.  He  wished  to  recall 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  only  question  now  before 
them.  The  question  was,  whether  the  war 
in  which  we  were  now  engaged  was  on  our 
part  a  just  war,  or  not  ?  As  to  the  conduct  of 
Ministers  during  the  negotiation,  that  certain- 
ly did  not  form  a  part  of  the  consideration  be- 
fore the  House;  at  least  the  address  which  had 
been  inovecj  for  by  the  Noble  Lord,  diU  na( 
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call  upon  them  for  any  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  Ministers.  But  as  to  the  real 
question  before  the  House,  he  would  ask 
whether  there  was  any  man  who  would  say 
that  the  conduct  of  France  was  not,  in  every 
instance,  marked  with  insult  and  aggression 
against  this  country  ;  and  yet  it  was  proposed 
in  the  amendment,  to  leave  out  all  that  part 
of  the  address  which  expressed  the  opinion  of 
Parliament  upon  the  justice  of  the  Vv-ar.  If 
the  amendment  was  adopted,  Parliament 
would  be  pledged  to  support  the  war,  without 
giving  any  opinion  whatever  upon  the  nature 
of  the  war  which  they  pledged  themselves  to 
support.  Ke  confessed  that  he  came  to  the 
consideration  of  the  papers  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  House,  with  a  mind  not  desti- 
tute of  partiality  for  his  Majesty's  Minister?, 
v/ho  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
had  been  approved  of  by  the  country,  though 
perhaps  some  of  its  stipuraiions  v/tre  liable  to 
objection  :  it  struck  hmi,  therefore,  that  the 
persona  who  had  made  such  a  peace  must  be 
iinxious  to  preserve  it.  But  he  came  also  to 
the  consideration  of  these  papers  with  another 
and  a  superior  feeling,  viz.  an  anxious  wish,  an 
ardent  desire,  to  lind  his  country  in  the  right; 
a  hope  that  we  should  not  now,  for  the  first 
time,  be  found  to  have  departed  from  that 
strict  observation  of  treaties,  that  course  of 
honourable  moderation,  which  had  always  cha- 
racterized our  conduct.  Upon  the  desire  of 
Ministers  to  maintain  peace,  it  seemed  to  him 
impossible  to  entertain  a  doubt.  Had  they  not 
made  every  cession  stipulated  for  by  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  except  only  that  of  Malta  ?  and 
had  they  not  made  every  effort  in  their  power 
to  prevail  on  those  powers  of  Europe  who 
were  to  guaranty  that  island,  10  accede  to 
that  guarantee,  in  order  that  Great  Britain 
might  completely  fulfil  the  treaty  ?  It  was 
not  necessary  to  enter  into  an  examination  of 
the  conduct  of  France  with  regard  to  Hol- 
land, to  Italy,  or  to  Switzerland.  Nobody 
pretended  to  defend  or  excuse  their  conduct 
in  relation  to  these  states.  With  regard  to 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  every 
thing  on  the  part  of  this  country  manifested  a 
desire  to  execute  the  treaty  :  every  thing  on 
the  part  of  France  was  evasion,  prevarication, 
and  delay.  With  regard  to  the  mission  of 
Colonel  Sebastiani,  he  should  pass  that  over,  as 
so  much  had  been  said  UMon  it,  with  merely 
observing  that  it  was  a  clear  manifestation  on 
the  part  of  France  of  a  desire  to  get  possession 
of  Egypt,  and,  through  Egypt,  of  India.  The 
First  Consul  had  told  this  country  that  Egypt 
was  his  object,  but  that  he  v.-ould  not  go  to 
war  for  it.  This  was  a  faithful  picture  of  his 
mind.  He  will  not  go  to  war  ;  v»hy  ?  because 
he  is  restrained  by  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty, 
because  he  is  restrained  by  a  sense  of  honour 
and  good  faith  ?  N^  ;  these  are  restraints 
much  too  weak  for  his  great  and  daring  mind  : 
but  he  will  not  go  to  w'ar  nov,'  for  Egypt, because 
he  had  hopes  to  get  it  at  another  time  and  by 
VoL.ni. 


other  means ;  that  is  to  say,  he  will  choose 
the  moment  when  it  is  jnost  convenient  for 
him  to  go  to  war  for  it.  Tfie  British  govern- 
ment had  constantly  asked  for  explanations  of 
all  the  coriduct  of  France,  vA\ich  explanations 
were  constantly  refused  ;  and  at  last,  when  the 
British  Minister  had  left  Paris,  then  they  made 
an  offer,  wdiich  was  in  fact  nothing  less  than  to 
ask  us  to  participate  in  a  scheme  of  plunder  and 
robbery.  An  Hon.  Member(Mr.  Whitbread^had 
asked  for  information  upon  a  point  upon  which 
it  was  essential  that  not  only  he,  but  the  House 
and  the  country,  should  obtain  a  specific  an- 
swer. He  had  asked  for  what  purpose  we  were 
going  to  war  ?  The  answer  he  would  give  to 
that  question  would-be  this:  "  We  were  going 
to  war  for  Malta — not  for  Malta  only,  but  tor 
Egypt — not  only  for  Egypt,  but  for  India — not 
only  for  India,  but  for  the  integrity  of  i'..e 
British  empire — not  only  for  tlie  integ;i'y  of 
the  Briti-h  empire,  but  for  the  cause  of  justice, 
good  faith,  and  freedom  all  over  the  world." 

Mr.  Elliot  said,  that  in  voting  for  the  ad- 
dress, he  meant  merely  to  express  his  opirioii 
of  the  justice  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  this 
country ;  but  to  give  no  opinion  whatever 
upon  the  conduct  of  Ministers.  The  war  ap- 
peared to  him  both  just  and  necessary;  neces- 
sary, because  we  were  forced  into  it  for  selt- 
preservation  and  defence;  and  he  really  vv'ould 
not  give  his  vote  for  the  war  unless  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  not  only  just  but  neces- 
sary. It  was  not  necessary  to  refer  to,  or  to 
com.ment  upon  the  repeated  acts  of  insult  and 
aggression  offered  by  France  to  this  country  ; 
they  had  increased  every  day,  and  were  still 
increasing.  Upon  this  subject  he  was  happy 
to  find  that  there  were  not  two  opinions  in 
the  House.  With  respect  to  the  mission  of 
Col.  Sebastiani,  it  had  been  said  that  France 
had  given  no  satisfactory  explanation  upon 
this  point ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  act 
which  was  almost  incapable  of  explanation  or 
of  reparation  ;  it  was  a  cool,  deliberate,  deter- 
mined act  of  aggression.  It  was  true,  that  in 
entering  into  this  war  we  comm.enced  it  with 
many  disadvantages;  we  had  given  up  all  our 
conquests;  we  had  given  up  to  France  many 
possessions  which  were  important  in  amilitf.ry 
and  commercial  point  of  view;  and  he  was  every 
day  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
which  he  had  always  entertained,  that  we  had 
lost  more  by  the  late  unfortunate  truce,  than 
we  could  have  done  by  eveii  a  disastrous  war. 
Of  all  things,  now  that  the  contest  had  com- 
menced, he  should  deprecate  a  speedy  and 
insecure  compromise  with  France ;  he  hoped 
that  the  contest  v/ould  be  continued  until  real 
peace  and  tranquillity  could  be  restored. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Best  said,  if  he  w'ere  asked, 
would  he  go  to  war  for  Malta  ?  he  would  an- 
swer, No  ;  he  would  not,  or  for  a  much  more 
extensive  possession,  in  the  abstract:  but  it  was 
the  manner  in  which  France  demanded  Malta,  it 
*  Yy 
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was  the  disposition  she  had  shewn, it  was  thede-  j 
sif'ns  which  she  hid  openly  avowed,  *^!iat  in  h's  ' 
opinion  justified  this  country  in  going  to  war.  ' 
It  the  smallest  spot  of  cai  th  was  demanded  of  ' 
us,  in  the  manner  and  under  the  circumita!.ccs 
that  France  demanded  M  ilta,  he  would  refuse  l 
it,  because  he  would  consider  it  as  essentially  ; 
connected  \vith  the  safety  a r.d  the  interest  of  j 
the  British  cmp're.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  i 
that  between  the  prelimirary  and  definitive  : 
treaties,  France  had  rtpeaUiiiy  given  us  cause  ■ 
for  V,  ar ;  but  it  did  not  th>.reforc  follow  that  : 
Ministers  v»tre  to  blame  for  not  going  to  war,  | 
for  it  by  no  UKaus  follo^^•cu  that  a  countiy  was  • 
always  to  go  to  war,  whenever  it  had  a  just  ; 
cauoC  of  so  doing.  I 

Mr.  Canni%-g  said,  that  the  amendment  - 
which  had  been  proposed,  had  rendered  it 
necessary  for  him  to  say  a  few  words  in  answer 
to  the  Hon.  Gent,  who  had  proposed  it,  arid 
those  who  had  supported  it.  Gentlemen  had 
contended  that  it  v-as  impossible  to  vote  for 
the  orig.nal  address,  without  precluding  them- , 
selves  from  entering  into  any  ex:unin;ition  of 
the  conduct  of  Ministers.  To  this  he  coidd  j 
by  no  means  assent.  If  it  was  only  to  guard  | 
his  own  vote  against  such  a  construction,  lie  j 
should  have  thought  it  necesbary  to  trouble  the 
House  ;  but  he  v«'as  also  anxious  to  controveit  I 
another  proposition  vi'hich  had  been  advanced,  j 
viz.  that  those  who  tlitapproved  of  the  con- 
duct of  Ministers,  were  bound  to  withhold 
their  assent  from  the  address.  He  could  r.ot 
comprehend  upon  what  ground  the  distinction 
which  had  been  taken  on  there  points,  was 
represented  as  so  absurd  ;  for  it  appeared  to 
him  that  these  two  points,  vi/.  the  justice  <jf 
the  war,  and  the  conduct  of  Ministers,  might 
very  fairly  ar  I  properly  be  separated  on  the 
present  occasion.  When  th.ey  are  engaged  in 
a  war  with  a  great  and  powerful  enemy,  their 
first  business  was  to  assure  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment  that  they  should  receive  the  supjxirt 
of  the  Parliament  and  of  the  country,  but  at  the 
same  time  warning  Ministers  that  if  there  had 
been  any  thing  improper  in  their  cond.;',ct, 
this  general  support  should  not  protect  them, 
at  a  proper  time,  from  examination  and  cen- 
sure, if  censm-e  shoiild  be  necessary.  He  did 
not  mean  to  throw  out  any  insinuations  against 
the  conduct  of  Ministers;  and  if  any  observa- 
tion of  his  had  that  tendency,  he  begged  Icfivc, 
beforehand,  to  disavow  it.  He  would  reserve 
what  he  had  to  say  upcrn  th;it  point  for  a 
future  occasion.  But  no  consideration  could 
affect  the  substantial  justice  of  the  war  on  the 
part  of  this  country.  It  was  a  war  for  the 
dearest  interests  of  the  British  empire,  into 
which  we  were  compelled  to  enter  by  the 
deep-rooted,  avoucd,  and  incurable  hostility 
of  France.  Whether  Gentlen-.en  might  think 
that  the  stand  of  Minir.ters  was  not  made  at 
the  proper  point,  still  there  was  not,  there 
could  ::ot  b."  nny  dilfcreiice  of  opinion  upon 
tixe  justice  of  the  cau£-c  in  which  we  were  en- 


gaged. Whatever  imputations  might  be  thrown 
out  against  Ministers  r.pon  other  noints,  no 
man  could  say  ihat  wit;,  regard  to  xYialta  tl'.ev 
had  shevn  any  unv 'Hingness  to  comply  v,  ith 
that  pari  of  the  treaty  :  on  tlie  rv.ntraiyj  they 
had  shewn  th.e  gieatcit  irdustry  ra  negotiating 
and  endeavouiing  to  carry  Tie  tti'pulationi 
relative  to  tliat  island  irito  effect.  If,  there- 
fore, under  all  the  circumstancts  of  the  case, 
tiiey  kept  Malta,  the  fault  was  not  to  be  attri- 
buted to  them,  but  to  Friiuce.  The  question 
n<nv  under  consideration  was,  whether  MaUa 
being  in  our  possession,  Ministers  were  blame- 
able  in  making  thtir  stand  there.  Upon  this 
point  his  opinion  was  completely  made  up, 
and  he  entiixly  ajreed  with  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent. 
(Mr.  Gren\ille),  that  if  Malta  had  been  pre- 
viously given  u.p.  Great  Britain  wordd  have 
been  iust;li.;d,  j'fler  the  designs  so  rpeniy 
av(n"ed  by  j  nn-ce,  in  er.ncavouring  again  to 
obtain  Tuissessiou  of  it.  'i'his  beiPig  the  case 
with  regard  to  Malta,  the  House  was  told,  by 
tlu-.se  vb.o  supported  the  ameridment,  that 
they  had  no  light  to  allude  to  former  griev- 
ances, and  lhp<-,  liov/ever  bad  the  conduct  of 
France  might  have  been  on  former  occa^ion:-■, 
we  had  r.o  right  to  refer  t'>  it  iiL,vv,  because  it 
had  not  been  noticed  before.  He  did  not 
understand  that  the  foimer  aggiTssions  of 
France  were  nov%-  alluded  to,  as  being  in  them- 
selves distinct  and  substantive  causes  of  war  ; 
tiiey  v\ere  introduced  to  shew  the  general  dis- 
position and  intentions  of  France.  Without 
discussing  whether  Ministers  were  or  were  not 
culpable  in  not  niakii^g  a  stand  upon  these 
tormer  aggressions,  still  titeir  not  goirig  to 
war  upon  these  grounds  coukl  not  preclude 
this  country,  when  a  fresh  cause  of  war  arose, 
irom  adding  to  its  case  those  previous  indica- 
tions of  hostility,  those  previous  acts  of  ag- 
gression. But  he  would  not  now  use  them  a;i 
matter  of  complaint  Against  France,  he  would 
only  use  them  liistoricaliy  as  indicaiive  of  the 
disposition  of  Fiance.  \"7ith  regard  to  the 
importance  of  ?<Ialta,  lie  could  only  spe.dv 
fr<,m  v/hat  h.e  heard  or  v.  Iiat  he  observed  ;  but 
upon  that  point  lie  h;id  the  ojiinion  of  Buon,'.- 
p;u-tc  himself.  Tlie  irnportar.ee  of  Malta  was 
ilistinctly  proved  by  ti  e  events  v.  hich  hatl  oc- 
curred. When  the  French  were  going  to  in- 
vade Egypt  tiiey  touched  at  Ivlalta:  when  the 
English  Vv-ere  going  to  drive  them  out  of  Egypt, 
they  touched  at  Malia.  "j'he  infeience  was 
obvious.  As  it  appeared  now  that  the  Medi- 
terranean was  to  be  the  scene  of  struggle  be- 
tween this  countiy  and  France,  Malta  could 
not  be  looked  upon  as  unimportant.  An  allu- 
sion had  been  made  to  a  statem.ent  which 
appeared  in  a  French  paper,  which  arrived 
this  day,  that  it  was  possible  to  put  Malta 
into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  three  great  powers 
who  were  invited  to  guaranty  it;  hut  we  had 
declared  in  a  previous  part  of  the  negotiation, 
that  Russia  was  th..  only  one  of  the  three 
powers  to  whom  we  cou^d  consent  to  deliver 
it  up,  arid  he  did  not  understand  that  thH:re 
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hncl  been  any  ofFer  made  by  Russia  to  garnnoi- 
M.iltn,  as  well  as  to  jjinranty  ;t.  Therefor 
this  statement  in  the  Fi'cnch  paper  kf'  tl:. 
ca;-e  precisely  where  it  was  before.  Somelhir^. 
had  been  said  in  the  course  of  the  debate  about 
the  value  of  continental  alliances :  we  had  now 
before  us  thi  experience  cf  a  century,  in 
Avhich  continental  alliances  had  formed  a  pari 
of  the  political  system  of  this  country  ;  we  had 
also  tb"  experience  of  two  years  in  which  we 
had  adoved  a  ditFerent  line  cf  policy,  and 
experience  had  shewn  that  the  latter  plan  was 
not  the  best  calcr.lated  to  promote  our  in- 
terests or  secure  our  tranquillity.  lie  wished 
it  to  be  understood,  that  even  ii  Rnf;sia  v/ould 
accept  the  mi'itary  protection  of  Malta,  that 
would  not  be  considered  as  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  differences  relative  to  that 
island.  Tt  was  stated  that  Russia  was  the  only 
power  into  whose  hands  Great  Britain  could 
in  fact  tru6t  the  protection  of  that  ii^land  :  but 
it  w;i3  not  stated  that  if  Russia  had  acceded  to 
that  proposal,  it  would  have  been  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  this  government.  His  assertion 
had  been  p:roimded  on  this  circumstance — the 
refusal  of  the  court  of  Petersbur;ah  to  accede 
to  the  ,iruarantee,  the  correspondence  which 
bad  taken  place  sirice  the  treaty  of  peace,  and 
the  sentiments  v/hich  had  been  expressed  by 
the  Russian  ambassador  at  tliis  court.  He 
wished  also  to  observe,  that  the  very  messen- 
ger who  had  brought  Count  Markoff  his  in- 
structions to  offer  Ills  good  offices  between  the 
two  countries  had  brought  similar  instructions 
to  the  Russian  ambassador  at  this  court.  He 
was  not  in  possession  of  these  instructions  in 
an  official  manner,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  lay 
them  before  the  House,  but  they  had  been 
com.municated  to  him,  and  they  did  not  con- 
tain one  word  that  held  out  the  idea  that  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  was  disposed  to  take  upon 
himself  the  military  protection  of  Malta.  They 
only  contained  general  expressions  of  good 
will,  and  a  desire  to  the  Russian  amdiassador 
in  this  countiy  to  becom.e,  if  it  should  be 
necessary,  a.  channel  for  any  explanation  that 
could  be  carried  on  between  the  two  coimtries. 
The  only  expressions  with  regard  to  Malta  in 
those  instructions,  so  far  from  holding  out  the 
idea  of  a  military  protection  of  Malta,  stated, 
that  it  was  not  his  Majesty's  desire  to  accept 
even  of  the  genera!  guarantee,  and  that  only 
upoji  the  terms  vvhich  had.  been  previously 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  he  should  be  very  un- 
villing  to  trouble  the  House,  if  he  did  not 
feel  it  an  absolute  duty  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  rescue  them 
out  of  a  situation  of  great  danger,  and  at  all 
events  of  certain  misery,  even  if  the  contest 
in  which  they  were  about  to  engage  ihould  be 
attended  with  the  most  brilliant  success.  But 
before  he  entered  into  the  general  question,  he 
wished  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  manner 
in  wl)ich  it  ha(l  been  taken  up.    Those  who 


had  spoken  in  favour  of  the  original  address 
had  expressed  an  apparent  wish  to  confine  the 
discussion  entirely  to  the  justice  of  the  war» 
md  to  trent  it  as  an  entirely  separate  question 
frum  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
Now,  with  respect  to  the  justice  of  the  war, 
it  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  by  anypossibi-, 
lity  separated  from  an  ex.r.iv.nation  ofllie  ccmi- 
t'i:ct  of  Administration,  because  the  question 
of  the  justice  of  the  war  might,  in  a  very  gr. :  t 
degree,  depend  upon  the  refusal  on  the  part  <  f 
France  to   give  explanation,    satisfacti^;n,   or 
redress,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  know 
v/hen  and  in  what  manner  Ministers  had  ap- 
plied for  such  explanation  and  redress ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  contend  that  by  voting  for 
the  original  address, they  would  not  vote  their 
approbation  to   Ministers  for  their  conduct, 
because  the  address  v.  ent  to  thank  his  Majesty 
for    his   uniform   efforts   to   preserve   peace, 
which  he  could  not  do  until  lie  had  more  com- 
plete proofs  of  the  fact.      The  Hon.   Gent, 
who  sat  below  him,  would,  peihaps,  concur 
in  declaring  that  Ministers  had  been  uniform 
in  their  desire  to  preserve  peace,  but  would  he 
concur  in  thanking  Ministers  for  the  wliole  of 
their  conduct  in  the  negotiarion  ?    A  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  had  said,  that  there  was  not  a  word  in 
the  amendment  to  which  he  was  not  ready 
j  to  accede  ;    but  that  he  would  vote  for  the 
i  original  address,    though   it   contained    some 
:  passages  to  which  he  could  not  give  his  con- 
j  sent  Vv'ithout  a  long  explanation,  and  without 
i  entering  his  protest.     It  was  then  surely  better 
:  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  in  which  all  could 
;  concur,  than  to  vote  for  the  address,  which 
required  so  much  explanation.     Mr.  Fox  went 
'  over  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  between 
I  the  two   countries,  and  made   comnicnts  on 
I  each    particular  part   as  he    went  along,    by 
.  which  he  maintained  that  it  was  manifest  theie 
'  was  a  great  deal  of  shufRing  on  both  ^ides, 
I  between  the  representatives  of  the  two  coun- 
;  tries  ;  he  disapproved  of  the  demand  made  by 
'.  the   Chief  Consul   of  France,    that   any  one 
'  member  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  should  be 
I  ordered  to  quit  this  country ;  he  had  no  idea, 
j  that  under  any  pretence   wha'.evi  r  an    inde- 
pendent state  was  to  be  called  on  10  deny  to 
any  unfortunate  or  persecuted   emigrant  the 
rites  of  hospitality.      He  considered  the  ap- 
plication made  to  us  to  abridge  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  to  be  the  offspring  of  the  most  pro- 
found ignorance  of  our  laws  and  constitution, 
and  a  thing  deserving  only  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule.    He  thought  that  much  too  great  stress 
had  been  laid  on  several  of  the  expressions  cf 
Buonaparte,    by   the   commentaries   of  Lord 
Whitworth,  in  his  account  of  the  conversa- 
tion between  his  Lordship  and  the  Chief  Con- 
sul, and  that  the  report  from   memory  ox  a 
long  conversation  was  necessarily,  and,  at  Lest, 
a  very  defective  thing.  He  ridiculed  somf  con- 
clusions that  were  drawn  from  the  tone  ar,d 
n'anner  of  Buonapari ',  that  he  was  proud  and 
haughty  in  talking  of  an  attempt  oa  our  coast, 
*  Y  )'  a 
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and  saying  that  it  was  an  hundred  to  one  that 
he  would  be  destroyed  in  the  attempt,  and 
tliat  he  de;'paired  of  accomplishing  his  end : 
this,  he  said,  reminded  him  of  the  most  extra- 
vagant passage  in  the  most  extravagant  work 
of  the  mosc  extravagant,  though  admirable 
poet,  Dryden,  who  had  put  into  the  mouth  of 
one  of  his  characters,  speaking  to  the  other — 
*'  You  shall  net  dare  to  be  so  impudent  as  to 
despair." — He  ridiculed  also  the  idea  of  sup- 
posing that  Eu'niaparte  would  have  been  so 
extremely  foolisl!  (unless  indeed  we  supposed 
him  to  be  fit  for  Bedlam)  as  to  tell  our  Am- 
bassador of  his  intention  to  go  soon  to  Egypt, 
if  he  really  had  that  intention.  It  was  true  he 
had  expressed  a  desire  to  go  there,  but  cer- 
tainly no  design  ;  but  the  desire  of  a  person  to 
do  a  thing  was  not  a  ground  for  war,  else  we 
should  never  have  been  at  peace  with  the 
House  of  Bourbon;  nor  was  the  sending  a 
pere:  n  to  Egypt  to  examine  tl;;it  place,  for 
that  iia?  been  often  done.  As  to  I'^e  commer- 
cial commissioners,  who  came  here  in  disguise 
to  take  the  soundings  of  our  coasts,  he  thought 
that  was  a  great  breach  of  faith,  and  they 
ought  to  have  been  arrested,  and  satisfaction 
demanded ;  and  if  refused,  that  would  have 
been  ground  for  war:  but  there  was  nothing 
of  that  kind  done.  With  regard  to  the  general 
system  of  aggrandizement,  unless  it  atFected 
us  immediately,  we  had  no  right  to  complain 
of  it  more  than  the  French  hiid  to  com,plain  of 
us  for  our  aggrandizement  in  India;  if  they 
accused  us  in  this  respect,  by  way  of  retalia- 
tion for  our  railing,  he  knew  of  no  answer  he 
could  make,  unless  '.''e  imitated  the  lady  who 
being  accused  of  a  disregard  of  her  virtue  in 
many  instances,  said,  "  Never  before,  upon 
my  honour,  on  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope." — As  to  Egypt,  ihe  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
ought  to  know  that  Vergennes,  the  minister  of 
I.'ouis  the  XVIth,  had  an  expedition  thither  in 
contcm.plation,  and  how  v.'as  that  resented  ? 
Why,  exactly  by  making  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  hini !  We  ought  not  to  suffer  ourselves  to 
be  deceived  by  tlK-  hyperboles  of  eloquence  out 
of  our  common  sense.  We  were  bound  by  our 
treaty  to  deliver  up  Malta  at  a  certain  time. 
This  article  was  said  to  be  of  ihe  Minister's  own 
manufacture.  As  to  the  article  concerning  the 
guarantee,  the  two  other  articles  are  not 
affected  by  it ;  and  they  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Grand  J\lasterand  the  garri- 
son of  Neapolitan  troops.  Well !  but  France 
wished  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way !  How  ? 
For  the  purpose  of  preventing  its  surrender  ! 
What  v/as  France  to  get  by  that  ?  Ministers 
are  then  angry  that  France  was  not  as  zealous 
as  themselves  in  endeavouring  to  procure  the 
acceptance  of  the  guaranteeship  of  Malta. 
What  said  Russia  ?  She  would  do  it  upon 
certain  conditions.  What  signified  the  Maltese 
langne,  about  which  so  much  was  said  ?  Was 
it  for  a  point  of  good  faith  ?  Why,  if  it  was 
}-tpt  by  England  for  ten  years,  the  knights  of 
Malta  might  go  where  they  pleased !      But 


then  comes  Col.Sebastiani's  Report,  with  the 
mighty  disclosure  of  the  First  Consul's  desire 
to  retain  Egypt.  The  letter  is  a  complete 
proof  of  a  military  cfncer  having  been  sent  to 
take  military  surveys,  and  form,  probably, 
military  connexions  for  France.  Then  Mini- 
sters find  a  desire,  \vhich  they  immediately 
convert  into  a  design  and  overt  act  of  seizing 
on  Egypt.  As  to  the  reflections  contained  in 
that  letter  on  Gen.  Stuart,  he  considered  them 
asmost  unfr-ir  and  unmanly, anddeserving  of  the 
highest  reprobation.  He  was  happy,  however, 
they  could  do  him  no  harm,  as  he  understood 
him  to  be  a  very  meritorious  and  intelligent 
officer,  and  a  deserving  man.  In  a  political 
view,  that  Report  was  most  absurd ;  but  of 
itself  it  does  not  amount  to  a  ground  of  war. 
Let  any  man  name  a  year  from  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  in  time  of  peace,  when  the  old  French 
government  had  not  some  such  missionary  at 
work.  In  this  he  was  fortified  by  the  Secretary 
of  State's  speech,  which  stated,  that  in  no 
time  of  peace  following  the  three  last  treaties 
of  1749,  1763,  and  1783,  had  one  year  elapsed 
without  an  indication  of  hostility  and  an  in- 
fraction of  peace.  Would  he  on  this  principle 
have  made  war  constantly  on  every  one  of 
those  grounds  ?  How  monstrous  !  how  ex- 
travagant!  Europe  would  not  have  had  a 
short  breathing-time  once  in  a  century  from 
the  horrors  of  war  !  He  thought  the  curious 
conversation  with  Lord  Whitworth  had  some 
marks  of  openness.  If  the  Consul  had  not 
mentioned  the  idea  of  Turkey  falling  to  pieces, 
he  must  have  observed  a  greater  degree  of  re- 
serve than  is  usual  in  any  political  conversation 
in  Europe.  Why,  the  late  Empress  of  Russia 
was  well  known  to  have  designs  upon  Turkey, 
and  the  naming  of  her  son  Constantine  was 
once  sa'd  to  be  with  that  view.  Who  ever 
heard  of  an  idea  of  war  by  the  sovereigns  of 
Europe  against  her  on  that  ground  ?  We  must 
be  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  in 
such  cases,  before  we  can* pronounce  judg- 
ment. What  might  not  be  said  on  counter- 
manding the  evacuation  of  the  Cape  ?  They 
might  say  we  were  determined  to  break  the 
t';eaty;  we  had  a  Minister  who  said,  he  that 
gave  up  the  Cape  ought  to  lose  his  head  ;  and 
the  English  were,  it  might  be  said,  resolved  to 
break  the  treaty  for  that  and  such  purposes. 
The  publication  of  Sebastiani's  Report  is  of 
itself  a  proof  rather  that  it  was  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  hostile  aggression.  Then  came  a 
part  of  the  negotiation,  incomprehensible  in- 
deed on  both  sides,  but  most  so  on  ours.  Lord 
Whitworth  goes  to  request  an  explanation. 
What  says  the  French  Minister  .■'  Oh,  I  can 
tell  nothing  about  it.  Sir!  Then  explanation 
is  changed  for  security,  and  security  for  Malta 
in  perpetuity  ;  and,  last  of  all,  Malta  for  ten 
years!  Having  pushed  the  Consul  as  far  as 
prudence  would  permit,  it  v.^as  thought  better 
to  make  it  a  little  easy ;  and  so,  as  a  ghost 
comes  in  after  a  tragedy,  they  bring  up  some 
more  proposals  and  conuitiyus  at  the  end.    At 
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in  the  Rehearsal  a  King  of  Sardinia  is  brought 
in  who  had  been  dead  before  the  play,  and 
with  Malta  at  his  tail !  So  we  pushed  the 
Consul  hard,  and  then  to  make  a  show  of 
something,  they  cry,  "  Bring  in  the  King  of 
Sardinia,"  and  then  they  put  him  out  again 
along  with  Switzerland,  as  easily  as  possible. 
The  most  unjustifiable  of  all  the  conduct  of 
Buonaparte  on  the  subject  of  annexation  of 
territory,  was  that  of  his  behaviour  to  Holland 
and  Switzerland,  which  was  certainly  most 
cruel ;  but  he  maintained,  that  we  had  not 
acted  properly  in  these  particulars.  With  re- 
gard to  the  abuse  of  the  one  government  to- 
wards the  other,  there  were  but  two  ways  of 
disposing  of  that  point — either  to  demand  satis- 
faction, or  to  pass  it  over  in  contempt ;  neither 
of  which  we  had  followed ;  besides,  the  parties 
in  this  respect  appeared  to  be  pretty  nearly  on 
a  level.  His  general  blame  upon  Ministers 
was,  that  if  they  had  any  subject  of  complaint, 
they  did  not  specify  it,  and  demand  satisfac- 
tion ;  and  then,  if  satisfaction  was  refused,  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  think  of  going  to 
war,  for  insult  was  no  ground  of  war.  It  was 
the  refusal  of  satisfaction  for  insult,  after  satis- 
faction was  demanded,  that  was  ground  for  war. 
This  he  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  case  of 
aggravation  and  insult,  as  it  was  insisted  upon 
on  the  part  of  our  government ;  and  he  main- 
tained that  we  had  been  deficient  in  our  course 
in  not  demanding  satisfaction  for  the  insult 
whenever  we  met  it,  instead  of  waiting  for  an 
accumulation  of  insults,  and  then  to  make  the 
total  a  subject  of  complaint.  He  accused  both 
sides  of  a  great  deal  of  hypocrisy  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  charged  us  with  having  at  last  gone 
to  war  upon  a  sordid  principle,  that  of  the 
possession  of  Malta,  and  for  which  it  v/as  im- 
probable we  fhould  have  any  alliances,  because 
the  thing  in  contest  was  interesting  to  none 
but  ourselves.  The  remedy  for  all  this  he 
stated  to  be  that  of  an  appeal  to  the  great 
Monarch,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  first  to  be- 
come guarantee  for  Malta,  afterwards  arbiter 
between  us;  and  then,  if  the  French  should 
persist  in  their  career  of  injustice,  the  proba- 
bility would  be,  that  we  should  have  allies,  be- 
cause the  matter  in  contest  v/ould  then  be 
generally  interesting.  He  said  that  this  was 
the  only  course  that  could  wisely  be  taken  by 
us.  He  would,  therefore,  recommend  that 
the  House  should  agree  to  the  amendment, 
and  that  an  alliance  should  be  formed  vvith 
Russia  for  the  prevention  of  French  aggres- 
sion. The  other  alternative  was  war.  We 
had  talked  much  more  of  other  countries  than 
of  our  ov.n.  Suppose  all  imminent  great  dan- 
ger out  of  the  case,  let  Gentlemen  recollect 
the  state  of  the  country  during  the  latter  pe- 
riod of  the  last  war.  What  was  the  state  of 
villagers,  of  tradesmen,  even  of  gentlemen  of 
moderate  incomes  ?  He  had  heard  much  talk 
of  economical  v»-ar;  it  could  not  be  meant  in 
the  vulgar  sense.  We  should  now  have  exer- 
j;ions  to  make  to  which  all  former  exertions 


were  as  nothing.  This  we  had  been  told  last 
night  pretty  plainly,  and  this  not  in  the  flou- 
i-ishing  speech  of  a  young  Member,  but  an  old 
Member,  no  novice,  but  an  adept:  "  I,"  says 
that  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  "  who  have  had  such 
great  practice  formerly,  in  drawing  your  teeth 
and  paring  your  fingers,  cutting  you  to  the 
quick  indeed  pretty  often,  have  provided  for 
you  a  new  operator,  who  has  an  entire  new 
disciphne  for  you.  You  fought  last  war  for 
religion  and  social  order,  and  the  balance  of 
power;  but  that  is  all  nothing  to  what  you  are 
now  to  expect.  Prepare  !  Lord  North  and 
myself  were  mere  triflers.  You  are  not  to 
think  of  a  year,  but  a  continuation  of  years, 
and  an  addition  of  two  or  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  debt.  The  income-tax  was  to  many- 
intolerable,  but  the  new  income-tax  will  be 
much  more  severe  and  oppressive.  We  must 
expect  great  improvements  in  those  measures, 
and  in  the  mode  too  of  enforcing  them.  The 
last  income-tax  was  pretty  near  to  an  inquisi- 
tion, but  the  next  will  complete  the  business ! 
Don't  let  any  body  think  of  paying  any  thing 
less  than  a  fifth,  a  fourth,  or  perhaps  a  third, 
if  necessary.  Don't  let  him  think  of  paying 
less  than  fifteen  shillings  out  of  a  guinea,  nor 
of  a  drawer  which  shall  not  be  liable  to  be 
opened  to  the  inspector!"  And  all  this  for 
what  ?  Why,  for  Malta  !  plain  Malta  !  plain 
Malta,  after  all !  I  Malta,  unconnected  with 
any  great,  general,  generous  interest  of  Eu- 
rope !  There  was  some  Emperor  of  Fez  or 
Morocco,  who  v/ore  on  parties iar  occasions  a 
grand  turban  and  dress,  which  excited  the 
admiration  of  strangers.  "  Ay,"  said  his 
st'bjects,  "  these  are  fine  exhibitions  for  you, 
but  they  are  only  the  sij,na  of  an  executicn-dar 
v/ith  us!i!"  So  when  v»'e  hear  Members  of 
Parliament  indulging  us  with  luxurious  treatr. 
of  eloquence,  and  full-drested  speeches,  and 
high-toned  declamations,  I  feel  myself  finely 
feasted  and  pleased  in  the  House  ;  but  when  I 
go  into  the  lobby,  and  see  the  people  standing 
about  the  door,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  Ay, 
ay,  you  have  to  pay  smartly  fcr  all  this! 
We  have  had  philippics  that  Demosthenes 
himself  might  have  envied.  I  remember  in  the 
American  war  we  had  plenty  of  tlie  same 
luxuriancy  of  hyperbole,  metaphor,  and  ro-! 
mantic  rhodomontade  !  In  the  last  war  we 
had  still  more  of  it ;  for  then  we  had  the  most 
eloquent  of  men  declarir.g  in  favour  of  the 
war.  All  was  rich  and  delightful  as  a  feast ; 
but  unfortunately  then  came  the  bill,  and  the 
enormous  charges  :, polled  all  the  relish  of  the 
entertainment !  I  am.  esteemed  so  Frenchified 
by  some  persons,  thai  I  may  be  excused  here 
in  quoting  an  old  French  proverb,  applicable 
enough  m  this  case — "  Le  cout  ote  le  gout  I" 
Sir,  I  remember,  when  all  the  privy  council 
came  out  if  their  chamber  per'^ectly  intoxicated 
with  a  fine  piece  of  declamation  of  Lord  Ross- 
lyn's  against  Dr.  Franklin;  they  were  very  nigh 
tossing  their  hats  in  the  air  for  joy  at  this 
notabie  victory  of  the  tongue !     Well,  Sir,  I 
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don't  think  any   man   will  dispute  the  fact, 
fbnt  we  paid  pretty  well  tor  th.it  exhibition. — 
Ml".  Fox  considered  an  alliance  with  Russi.i  as 
tbe  most  advis.iiile,  and  the  only  policy  at  tiic 
prcpent  important  moment :  he  thought  it  the  j 
only  m.ethot!   of  benehtinf?;   Europe,    and   of  i 
pu'rting  ourselves  in  the  most  favourable  light  j 
to  Europe.     lie  observed,    that   the  address 
stated  a  fact  which  but  few  could  assent  to,  1 
namely,    that  Ministers   had  been  sincere   in  j 
their  endeavours  to  preserve  peace,  and  which 
no  one  assented  to  without  qualifying  his  vote ;  ' 
whereas   the   am.endment   stated   that   whicli  | 
every   body  admitted  to   be    true :    the   way  | 
therefore  to  produce  unanimity  in  the  House, 
w\-:s  to  adopt  that  which  every  body  admitted 
to  be  true,  instead  of  proposing  that  which 
nobody  could  assent  to  without  qualification. 

The  Chancfllor  of  the  Excheot.ier  said, 
that  he  never  heard  with  more  admiration  the 
talents  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  nor  had  greater  oc- 
casion to  lament  that  the  effusions  of  his  great 
and  exalted  mind  should  have  been  employed 
fcr  the  purpose  for  which  they  v,ere  then  ap- 
plied. It  certainly  was  not  the  intention  of 
that  Hon.  Gent,  to  produce  the  effect  of  un- 
brngjng  and  utmerving  the  House,  at  a  period 
the  most  important  for  the  consideration  of 
the  moft  niiimentous  subject  that  could  come 
before  Parliament;  and  he  could  not  help  la- 
menting, that  such  powers  should  have  been 
fn  employed,  and  to  give  encouragement  where 
there  ought  not  to  be  encouragement  given, 
isatnely,  to  our  enemies;  not  that  it  could  be 
sa  intended,  although  it  might  be  considered 
ss  likely  to  have  such  euect.  He  ^vonld  put 
!t  to  the  candour  of  that  Hon.  Gent.'s  mind, 
?!nri  would  ?-rk  him,  upon  iTP.ecticn,  whether 
lie  thought  the  language  he  had  used  was  not 
rktly  to  accomplish  an  object  Avhith  he  could 
rot  wish  to  have  accomplished  i*  whether  he 
did  think,  that  'describing  that  subject  in  the 
manner  in  v.-bich  he  had  described  it,  \'i'as  ne- 
cessary for  any  good  pui"pose  ;  and  wheiher 
he 'hou'iht  it  !"air  to  make  such  an  appeal  as 
lie  had  done  to  the  feelings  of  mankind,  foi 
tlie  j.urpose  of  enlisting  them,  as  it  were,  to 
6ght  against  their  public  duty?  Such  m^ght 
he  'he  effect  of  the  eloquence  of  the  Hoii. 
Gi'.nt.  thit  night;  but  he  had  a  firm  reliance 
on  the  good  sen^e  and  fortitude  of  the  people 
of  this  country  ;  and  he  ha.d  a  perfect  convic- 
tion that,  at  that  moment,  they  felt  the  dan- 
frer  of  their  situation,  and  would  not  be  led 
away  by  any  artifice  or  eloquence  whatever. 
He  should  not  follow  the  Hon.  Gent,  into  a 
iDinute  detail  of  this  case;  he  fhould  rest  it 
upon  its  plain  and  obvious  good  sense.  Hav- 
ing been  one  of  those  who  a  Ivised  his  Majesty 
to  send  to  Parliament  the  message  on  which 
the  address  now  before  the  House  was  moved, 
he  was  sr'isfied  to  rest  with  the  House  the 
consideration  of  his  motives,  and  that  of  his 
colleagues  upon  this  occasion,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  were  satisfied  that  no  relugtance 


had  ever  been  shewn  on  his  part  to  enter  into 
that  discussion  :  that  he  had  been  desirous  to 
have  it  considered  by  the  Hoiise,  and  that  he 
had  frequently  expressed  his  mind  to  that  ef- 
fect, for  that  he  had  said  that  he  should  not 
shrink  from  the  moment  of  discussion  ;  but, 
on  the  contiary,  had  waited  with  impatience 
for  the  arrival  of  thi-  moment,  that  every  part 
of  his  condUv:t  might  be  canvassed  by  the 
House.  He  earnestly  wished  also  to  obtain, 
and  he  trusted  he  should  obtain,  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House,  in  every  part  of  his  con- 
duct in  this  particular.  I'he  hope  which  he 
entertained  that  such  a  discussion  would  take 
place  before  the  House,  was  now  fullilied.  He 
hoped  it  v.'ould  be  the  general  opinion  of  the 
House  that  night,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
had  been  sincere  in  their  conduct,  and  their 
endeavours  to  preserve  peace,  although  the 
Hon.  Gent,  vjho  spoke  last  had  said  that  they 
were  not  so,  and  had  objected  to  the  address 
on  that  account.  Now,  vrhat  were  the  words 
of  the  address  in  that  particular  ?  "  That  this 
"  House  entertains  a  just  sense  of  his  Majes- 
"  ty's  anxious  and  uniform  endeavours  to  pre- 
"  serve  to  his  people  the  blessings  of  peace." 
Such  were  the  words  ;  and  he  never  expected 
to  hear  in  that  House,  that  such  endeavours  for 
the  preservation  of  peace  had  not  been  sincere. 
He  now,  however,  knew  there  were  many,  he 
wished  to  God  there  were  not  so  many,  who 
thought  they  were  not  sincere  in  such  endea- 
vours; and  that  there  were  others  who  thought 
tliat,  although  they  were  sincere,  they  had 
not  been  wi^e  in  their  endeavours  to  pre- 
set ve  peace.  He  then  noticed  what  had  been 
stated  l)y  Mr.  Fox,  by  way  of  comment  on 
the  Declaration  of  his  Majesty  on  the  subject 
now  before  the  House  ;  on  the  point  of  the 
indemnities;  on  the  subject  of  the  French 
troops  not  evacuating  Holland  ;  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Parma  and  Placentia,  and  the  annexa- 
tion of  Piedmont ;  on  the  case  of  Switzerland, 
and  on  the  various  other  topics  stated  in  that 
Declaration.  Upon  all  which  topics  the  Hon. 
Gent,  se;  med  to  insist  that  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters ha;l  not  performed  their  duty,  inas- 
much as  they  had  omitted  to  make  specific  re- 
monstrances to  France  in  each  of  thete  cases  as 
they  occurred,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  ac- 
cumulation of  them  all.  Upon  this  subject, 
liowevtr,  he  begged  leave  to  say  that  the  Hon. 
Gent,  had  not  done  justice  to  Ministers,  for 
represi-ntatians  had  been  made  upon  almost  etrry 
o)ie  of  these  topics.  He  then  read  from  different 
parts  of  the  Correspondence,  the  instructions 
which  were  given  to  onr  Ministers,  Mr.  Listori 
at  the  Hague,  and  to  Lord  Whit  worth  at 
Paris.  He  s.iid  he  should  not  go  over  all  the 
grounds  of  these  instructions.  With  regard, 
however,  to  Switzerland,  he  would  observe, 
as  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  particularly  noticed 
their  conduct  in  that  respect,  their  object  was 
to  maintain  the  independence  of  Switzerland, 
and  they  expressed  that  object  by  Mr.  Moore, 
arid  inttr,idt;d  to  support  the  Swiss,  uptil  it 
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became  impracticnble  by  their  being  'over-  1  March  1803,  an  army  was  to  be  paid  243  mil- 
vvhelmcd.  However,  the  interference  oi"  this  lions  t)t"  livres,  voted  lor  that  year;  and  the 
count)  y  had  not  been  totally  useless  in  that  1  charge  of  the  navy  was  larger  in  proportion 
respect;  for  although  our  wishes  were  not'ac- |  for  the  same  period,  amounting  to  izG  mil- 
complifihcd,  yet  much  had  been  accompli! hed  i  hons  of  livres.  He  then  went  over  thoi-e  paits 
by  our  exertions ;  fur  he  had  reason  to  appre- 1  ol  tlie  Corierpondence  which  applied  to  the 
hcnd  th^^t  our  exertions  had  been  the  means  of  ■  ciFer  that  was  made  for  the  guarantee  of  Malta 
preventing  the'  First  Consul  from  declaring  |  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  Sec.  and  alleged 
himself  their  fu^st  magistrate.  He  v/as  con-  I  the  reason  why  such  a  guarantee  did  not  take 
viuced  of  this  from  the  information  of  those  |  place.     He  made  several  comments  upon  this 


who  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  what 
passed  in  Switzerland,  and  from  which  he 
learnt  that  the  interposition  of  his  Majesty's 
Mui'sters  in  that  reapect  had  been  beneficial 
to  the  people  of  Switzerland.  More  might 
have  been  done,  had  their  disposition  been 
properly    supporved,    and   more  would   have 


part  of  the  case,  tending  to  shew  that  it  was 
not  the  fault  of  tliis  country  th.at  this  part  of 
the  treaty  was  not  carried  into  full  execution. 
—The  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  had  said,  that 
he  believed  the  war  might  yet  be  avoided  :  the 
war  could  certainly-  not  be  avoided,  because 
the  v.-ar  was  already  begun  ;  but  if  the  Em- 


been  endeavoured  by  Ministers  in  that  case  ;!  peror  of  Russia,    or  any   other  considerable 


but  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  no  corre 
sponding  disposition  in  the  other  great  pov/ers 
of  Europe  to  make  a  common  cause  witli  the 
people  of  Switzerland.     There  v/ere  thereft  re 
no  f:;ruher  means  left  in  this  country  for  that 
purpose.     The  course  which  he  should  take 
would  be  to  siiew,  that  the  whole  of  the  con- 
duct erf  the  government  of  France,  taken  col- 
lectively, was  manifestly  the  animus  to  injure 
and  insult  this  country,  and  that  it  w.is  under 
a  conviction  of  this  an'nnus  that  the  question 
of  peace  or  war  was  properly  to  be  decided. 
He  maintained  that  all  the  parts,  taken  collec- 
tively, manifested  than  anhmu.     An  imputa- 
tion had  been  cast  on  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
as  if  they  had  neglected  their  duty  in  not  hav- 
ing demanded  satisfaction  upon  points  as  they 
occurred  ;  but  it  did  appear  to  hirn,  and  he 
trusted  it  v.ould  appear  to  the  House,  that  sa- 
tisfaction had  been  demanded  on  each  particu- 
lar case  which  required  it.     He  then  referred 
to  the  Correspondence  in  several  particulars 
relating   to   the   Report   of  Sebastiani,    from 
which   he  contended,  that  it  appeared  to  be 
the  determination  e>f  the  French  government 
to  interfere  with  respect  to  Egypt,  and  to  con- 
duct itself  contrary  to  the  express  provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which  provided  for 
the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  em.pire ;  audio 
various  other  parts  of  the  Correspondence  be- 
tween Lord  Whitworth  and  the  French  Mini- 
.  ster,  as  well  as  to  the  long  conference  therein 
detailed,  as  it  took  place  betv/een  Lord  Whit- 
worth and  the  Chief  Consul  himself;  and  also 
to  what  related  to  Malta  in  particidar ;  and 
maintained  thatitappeared  from  these  extracts, 
that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  never  oirntted 
any  part  of  their  duty,  but  had  with  great  care 
and  attention  endeavoured  to  perform  it.     He 
maintained  that  it  appeared  in  every  article 
that  it  was  the  disposition  of  the  French  go- 
vernment to  avail  itself  of  every  opportunity 
that  occurred  to  shew  its  hostile  temper,  and 
to  manifest  a  determination  of  going  to  war, 
or  of  rendering  war  inevitable ;  that  they  had 
made  preparations  for  that  purpose  by  an  aug- 
jxi'^'ntation  of  their  forces,  for  that  it  appeared, 
that  from  the  4lh  of  February  to  the  4th  of 


power,  should  be  pleased  to  interfere,  wi'.h 
friendly  intentions,  and  make  any  proposition 
of  a  practicable  nature,  by  which  \  eace  raay  be 
restored,  he  was  sure  there  was  nut  any  iudi- 
vidual  in  the  House,  or  in  this  country,  who 
would  be  more  glad  to  attend  to  it  than  him- 
self; and  he  would  go  further,  and  say,  that 
he   should  betr-ay  his  duty   to  liis  Sovereign 
and  to  his  country,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to 
forward  such  an    understanding  ;  always   re- 
member) r,g,    that  sxich  object  should  appear 
pi^acticable  before  it  should  be  recommended 
to  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty,  consist- 
ent   with   the  honour    of    the    Crown,    and 
also  of  advantage  to  the  country  ;  he  meant 
not  the  apparent  advantage  in  tiie  opinion  of 
some  persons,  but  the  real  advantages  of  the 
people,  and  to  give  them  the  advantages  of 
peace ;  to  give  us  the  pi-ospect  of  peace.     He 
was  not  so  vain  as  to  talk  of  a  pcrmaneit 
peace,  but  a  real  pr-ospect  of  the  real  enjoy- 
ment of  peace.     Whenever  that  pi-opositien 
shoidd  be  thought  advisable  to  be  made,  he 
should  feel  a  great  satisfaction  in  being  the  in- 
strument in  laying  it  before  his  Majesty,  and 
ir.  advising  his  Majesty  to  shew  that  which  he 
had  indeed  invariably  manifested,  an  inclina- 
tion to  peace,  vv'hen   peace  cai\  be   obtained 
with  honour ;  and  a  repugnance  to  war-,  wlxii 
war  was  unavoidable  ;  but  under  the  preserit 
circumstances,  he  should  deceive  the  country, 
if  he  said  he  saw  any  thing  in  the  disposition 
of  the  French  government  Vv-hich  Avai  ranted 
such  an  expectation.     We  ought  th.ereforc  to 
prepare  for  meeting  all  the  diilicullies  of  an 
arduous  contest.     Jf  by  any  false  advice  vve 
wei-eto  be  Jailed  asleep,  or  to  relax  in  our  en- 
deavours for  the  preservation  of  the  state,  by 
which  our  security  was  maintained,  and  leave 
all  our  chance  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  not 
only  should  we  then  not  discharge  our  duty  to 
the  country,  but  the  counlry  itself  might  not 
then  be  at  any  great  distance  from  ruin.     And 
he  was  desirous  this  slrould  be  impressed  on 
the  mind  of  every  individual  Member  who  did 
him  the  honour  to  attend  to  him,  tirat  he  did 
not,  and  that  he  could  not  ask  for  support  on 
any  thing  less  than  a  conviction,  that  he  whc> 
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does  support  this  system  must  make  up  his 
mind  to  great  sacrifices  in   a  case  which  re- 
quired them,  and  which  had  been  proved  to 
be  necessary,  as  he   had  stated  already,  and 
which  had  been  recommended  by  the  highest 
force  and  authority  in  the  House   yestertlay 
(that  of  Mr.  Pitt).     We  must  provide  efFectu- 
ally  for  our  domestic  security  ;  many  persons, 
he  vi'as  aware,  must  be  put  to  great  inconve- 
nience,   and    they   must    FufFer  great    priva- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  having  the  country 
secured  against  the  danger  and  the  hatred  with 
which  it  was  already  menaced.     He  wished  to 
impress  upon  the  House  these  truths ;  that  the 
present  war  was  founded   upon   unavoidable 
necessity,  and  that  there  is  in  his  iVIajesty's 
Ministers  a   sincere  disposition  to   terminate 
this  war  whenever  it  can  be  terminated  with 
honour;  but  he  Avas  also  anxious  to  impress 
upon  the  House,  that  it  must  make   up  its 
mind  to  meet  our  difficulties  properly  in  the 
face.     The  only  regret  he  felt  was,  that  state 
to  which  the  House  was  necessarily  driven  by 
the  want  of  unanimity  ;  he  would  therefore 
indulge  a  hope,  that  the  Hon.  Gent,  opposite 
to  him  who  had  moved  the  amendment  last 
night  (Mr.  Grey),  would  sacrifice  a  private 
opinion  in  this  case  to  the  advantages  of  una- 
nimity.    The   Hon.    Gent,   opposite  to  him, 
who  opened  this  debate  to-night,  had  well  and 
patriotically  said,  there  was  no  sacrifice  con- 
sistently with  conscience,  which  he  would  not 
make  for  the  sake  of  unanimity  in  this  case. 
He  said   the   same  thing,    and  Ministers  en- 
treated that  no  Member  in  the  House  would 
feel  the  slightest  expression  of  approbation  on 
any  part  of  the  conduct  of  Ministers,  either  to 
preserve  peace,  or  to  any  terms  here  made. 
Under  these  circumstances,  what  the  motive 
could  be  for  depriving  the  country  of  the  be- 
nefits of  unanimity   on  this  most  important 
occasion  he  could  not  possibly  discover.     The 
difference  betu'een   the  sentiments  contained 
in  the  address  and  those  in  the  amendment,  in 
the  opinion    of  any   man   of  plain   common 
sense,  was  literally  nothing.     There  was  no 
reason  for  depriving  the  country  of  the  advan- 
tages ariting  from  a  general  concuirence   of 
sentiment  on  this  occasion.     He  should  there- 
fore  entertain  a  hope  that  the    Hon.    Gent, 
would  examine  attentively  the  words  of  the 
address  propounded  hy  his  Noble  Friend,  and 
also  the  amendment  moved  by  the  Hon.  Gent. 
and  then  he  should  leave  it  to  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  to  see  if  they  could  have  any 
ground  for  resisting  the  address.   \Vith  respect 
to  the  papers  now  upon  the  table,  he  should 
say  nothing:  of  them  by  way  of  comment,  he 
should  leave  them  to  speak  for  themselves  ;  he 
was  satisfied  they  furnished  abundant  materials 
for  satisfying  the  House  that  the  French  were 
pursuing  a  course  of  aggrandizement  which 
wasinconsiotent  with  the  honour  of  this  coun- 
try.    In  a  word,  the  cause  we  had  to  sustain 
was  founded  on  incontrovertible  justice,  against 


insult  and  aggression  ;  a  cause  which  had  left 
to  his  Majesty  or  Parliament  no  alternative. 

The  Attorney  General  could  not  suffer 
the  eloquence  of  the  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  to 
pass  unnoticed,  as  it  was  a  cloak  to  sentiments 
which  were  calculated  to  destroy  the  unani- 
mity of  the  House.  The  amendment  he  did 
not  so  much  object  to  as  his  speech  that  ac- 
companied it ;  the  arguments  which  the  Hon. 
Member  had  offered  to  the  House  v.ere  cal- 
culated to  do  much  mischief,  as  they  were 
founded  in  ingenuity.  He  had  talked  much  of 
the  value  of  the  blessings  attending  peace  ;  the 
House  also  knew  the  value  of  peace  as  well  as 
the  Hon.  Gent. ;  but  he  would  say,  that  peace 
could  not  be  valuable  to  the  country  when 
maintained  at  the  hazard  of  our  ruin,  and  per- 
haps the  loss  of  our  nation.  Let  any  man  look 
over  the  papers  now  on  the  table  relative  to 
the  negotiation  between  this  country  and 
France,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be  immedi' 
ately  acknowledged,  that  the  French  wished 
to  destroy  the  British  power.  Every  person 
who  has  considered  the  subject  without  pre- 
judice, must  see  the  necessity  to  check  the 
ambition  and  overgrown  power  of  the  First 
Consul.  He  did  not  wish,  at  this  late  hour, 
to  intrude  on  the  time  of  the  House,  other- 
wise he  had  materials  before  him  that  would 
convince  the  House  of  the  immediate  necessity 
to  commence  a  war  against  a  powerful  and 
dangerous  enemy. 

Mr.  Windham  said  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  trouble  the  House  many  minutes,  but  the 
arguments  offered  by  Mr.  Fox  appeared  to 
him  fallacious,  and  he  could  not  but  express 
his  disapprobation  of  the  sentiments  delivered 
by  that  Hon.  Gent.  The  question  before  the 
House  was  certainly  of  considerable  moment ; 
he  could  not  approve  of  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  (Mr. 
Fox)  arguments,  if  arguments  they  may  be 
called.  That  Gent,  had  told  the  House  that  it 
v.'as  his  wish  to  suspend  hostilities,  in  order 
to  see  whether  the  negotiation  may  not  be 
kept  open  for  the  benefit  of  a  peace :  this 
would  be  giving  time  to  our  enemy,  and  doing 
us  a  considerable  injury;  he  could  not  but 
think  the  arguments  which  the  Hon.  Gent, 
had  offered  to  the  House  went  Hke  poisoned 
arrows  to  each  Member,  and  was  the  effect  of 
wickedness.  To  encourage  delay,  under  any 
flattering  hope  of  peace,  would  be  a  stab  to 
the  country,  and  place  it  at  the  foot  of  our 
enemy.  Mr.  Fox  had  talked  of  the  income- 
tax  ;  but  how  would  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try like  an  income-tax  laid  on  by  the  French  ? 
If  the  Hon.  Gent,  could  shew  by  any  possible 
means,  that  the  interi'crence  of  the  Fvussian 
power  v.-ould  produce  a  good  effect,  he  would 
support  the  measure  proposed.  Mr.  Fox  had 
used  eloquence  to  destroy  every  thing  tliat  is 
valuable  to  society.  It  had  been  said  by  that 
lion.  Gent,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  sec  the  lit. 
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Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  the  House,  as  he  had 
given  his  support  to  the  question.  But  he 
should  always  be  happy  to  see  that  Rt.  Hon. 
Gent,  in  the  House,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
brightest  ornaments  of  the  state.  He  con- 
sidered it  a  perfectly  just  war,  and  a  peace 
under  the  present  situation  of  affairs  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  country.  The  House  of 
Commons  he  considered  like  an  assembly  of 
surgerwns,  convened  to  execute  a  great  but  de- 
licate operation  ;  and  he  would  ask,  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  give  the  patient  a 
little  pain,  than  let  him  perish  by  false  kind- 
ness. This  was  the  exact  state  of  the  country 
at  the  present  moment:  we  must  suffer  pain, 
to  save  our  country  from  becoming  a  heap  of 
rains;  it  was  therefore  necessary  we  should 
lose  a  limb  to  preserve  our  body.  He  should 
for  these  reasons  support  the  original  question. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Ifl'ihiesJaj,  May  25. — fSee  Minutes,  p.  818.) 

[War  with  France.] — SirRoBERrPEELF. 
said  that  he  had  a  decided  objection  to  war  in 
any  shape,  for  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  greatest 
of  all  evils  to  the  human  race ;  and  it  should 
be  always  his  endeavour,  while  he  had  a  seat 
in  that  House,  to  get  rid  of  a  situation  so  de- 
plorable ;  but  with  respect  to  this  war,  it  did 
not  appear  from  the  papers  on  the  table  that 
rt  was  brought  upon  us  in  consequence  of  any 
fault  of  the  present  Administration.  It  did 
not  appear  to  be  the  desire  of  the  French  to 
obtain  the  rock  of  Malta :  they  had  other  ob- 
jects in  view.  He  believed  the  rock  of  the 
English  constitution  was  what  they  really 
aimed  at :  he  conceived  it  was  our  liberty, 
protected  by  our  constitution,  that  gave  the 
most  uneasiness ;  a  constitution  which  re- 
flected so  strong  a  light  to  the  people  of 
France,  that  it  gave  them  a  perfect  insight 
into  the  rotten  state  of  their  own  society.  He 
conceived  that  the  French  people,  who  had 
so  long  been  struggling  for  liberty,  who 
were  an  enlightened  people,  and  who  valued 
freedom,  would  wish  us  well,  and  wash  a 
happy  issue  to  this  contest. 

Mr.  Hfnry  Lascelles  said  that  the  con- 
duct of  France  ever  since  the  peace  had  been 
atrocious,  and  ever  since  they  had  the  oppor-  ] 
tunity,  they  had  pursued  a  system  of  aggran- 
dizement,   and   of  insult   and   aggression   to  ] 
every  country  they  could ;  so  that  we  could  ! 
not  remain  in  security.  Provocations  had  been  , 
offered   to  this  country,  which,  in  ordinary  j 
times,  would  have  been  considered  as  a  decia-  I 
ration  of  war;  and  he  did  consider  that  every 
mt'an   had  been  employed  by  us   to  procure 
satisfaction,  and  to  avert  the  calamities  of  war. 
France  had  put  it   to  us,  w-hether  we  would 
sacrifice  every  thing  to  support  ourselves  in  an 
insecure  peace.     He  thought  that  a  state  of 
Vi'.Tr,  evil  as  it  was,  yet  was  preferable  to  a 
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state  of  peace  under  such  circumstances  as  we 
were  surrounded  by  since  thetieaty  ot  Amiens, 
because  such  a  peace  must  be  liable  to  conti- 
nual interruption,  and,  circumstanced  as  this 
country  was,  must  be  fatal. 

Mr.  Bankes  foimd  it  impossible  to  vote  for 
the  address,  because  it  stated  that  uni'orm 
endeavours  had  been  used  on  the  p  n-t  of  this 
country  to  preserve  peace.  Now  this  he  could 
not  assent  to,  after  he  had  read  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  Mr,  Moore.  At  the  same  time 
he  did  not  concur  altogether  in  the  amend- 
ment, nor  in  the  arguments  by  which  it  had 
been  supported  by  an  Hon.  Member  last  night 
(Mr.  Fox).  •    , . 

Sir  Richard  Hill  believed  in  his  conscience 
that  Ministers  had  been  anxious  for  the  pre- 
servation of  peace,  and  were  sincerely  grieved 
that  it  should  be  interrupted,  and  "hat  they 
would  have  sacrificed  every  thing  consistent 
with  the  honour  and  security  of  the  country, 
i  to  prevent  a  rupture. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  considered  it  his  duty  to 
'  express  his  approbation  of  the  conduct  and 
wisdom  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers;  and  he 
was  sure  every  Member  of  the  Hv)nse  who  had 
taken  a  view  of  their  conduct,  would  concur 
with  him  in  bestowing  praise  on  those  Hon. 
Gent,  who  had  made  every  endeavour  to  con- 
tinue peace.  The  conduct  of  the  French  to 
Switzerland  was  sufficient  grourd  fcr  this' 
country  to  enter  into  a  war  v/ith  a  people  who 
have  become  so  powerful  and  dangerous.  Mi- 
nisters have  not  been  blind  to  the  inienticns 
of  the  First  Consul,  and  therefore  th.y  had 
done  right  to  maintain  the  Cape  and  Malta. 
No  man  could  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see  that 
the  French  wished  to  increase  their  power  ia^ 
the  East :  Malta  was  therefore  the  object  of 
their  desire.  lie  was,  however,  happy  to  find 
that  our  Ministers  had  used  every  precaution 
to  prevent  theirextension  of  dominion  in  Ej.ypt 
and  the  East  Indies.  The  French  had  gone 
beyond  all  bounds  of  reason,  honour,  ^nd 
every  thing  that  constitutes  greatness  in  ?.  na- 
tion. It  was  now  time  to  look  after  the  safei  y 
of  our  own  country.  He  was  prcud  to  idv 
that  every  honour  was  due  to  Ministers  fey 
the  wisdom  they  have  manifested  on  this  im- 
portant occasion,  and  their  attention  to  pre- 
serve the  liberty  and  the  dignity  of  the  island. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  said  that  the  people  cf 
this  country  were  not  to  be  alarmed  by  rny 
dreadful  picture  that  may  be  exhibited  \o 
them  against  a  war,  when  their  properiy  and 
liberties  are  in  danger;  and  he  was  sure  trtv 
would  not  suffer  the  French  to  get  a  foot  oi" 
British  ground,  but  shed  their  blood  to  pre- 
serve tlie  envied  blessings  of  England ;  envied 
they  had  long  been,  and  now  are,  by  a  despe- 
rate enemy  :  but  he  could  answer  for  the  cou- 
rage of  liis  couulrymen,  that  they  never  would 
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tamely  lose  those  liberties,  of  which  they  are 
now  the  hapyjy  participators:  he  hoped  the 
pcwpk  would  follow  up  the  war  with  spirit, 
agreeable  to  the  old  saying,  have  a  "  long  pull, 
a  strong  pull,  and  a  pull  all  together." 

Mr.  WiLBERFORCE  Said,  that  he  did  not 
think  the  amendment  contained  any  thing  im- 
proper in  it.  The  part  of  the  address  which 
had  occasioned  so  much  observation,  and  had 
met  with  so  m.uch  opposition,  was  the  lines 
which  expressed  "  the  uniform  conduct  of  the 
Ministers  to  preserve  peace."  No  man  could 
suppose  for  a  moment,  but  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  wished  to  maintain  peace  between 
the  two  countries:  therefore  by  what  he  said  of 
them  respecting  their  inattention  to  the  bless- 
ings of  peace,  it  could  only  be  understood  that 
they  had  not  made  use  of  the  best  endeavours 
to  produce  peace.  He  wished  Ministers  had 
encouraged  the  Russian  power  to  mediate  be- 
tween France  and  this  country,  which  might, 
in  his  humble  opinion,  be  still  the  means  to 
settle  the  differences  between  the  tvv'o  coun- 
tries. He  allovscd  that  the  French  had  given 
many  proofs  of  their  want  of  attention  to  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  and  had  acted  in  violation 
of  all  principle,  consequently  we  must  be  on 
our  guard,  and  make  the  best  endeavours  to 
curb  the  ambition  of  French  power,  and  con- 
vince them  that  England  is  not  to  be  trifled 
Avith.  It  was  true,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  must  suffer,  in  order  to  make  our 
enemy  suffer,  and  that  taxes  would  be  laid  on 
the  subject  to  carry  on  the  war  ;  but  these  are 
trifles  compared  with  the  importance  of  our 
rehgion,  morality,  and  all  those  rights  dear  to 
Englishmen.  He  was  certain  he  spoke  the 
voice  of  the  people  when  he  told  the  House, 
that,  from  one  end  of  the  nation  to  the  other, 
there  would  be  an  unanimity  to  defend  the 
shores  of  Great  Britain. 
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Friday,  May  27. — (See  Minutes,  p.  819.) 

[Mediation  of  Russia.] — Mr.  Fox.  J 
rise  in  puisuance  to  the  notice  I  gave  ©n  a  for- 
mer day,  in  order  to  submit  to  the  House  a 
motion  of  the  utmost  importance,  a  motion, 
perhaps,  of  as  much  consequence,  consider- 
ing the  present  situation  of  public  affairs,  as 
ever  was  discussed  in  this  House  ;  and  it  is 
from  a  conviction  of  its  importance  alone  that 
I  should  be  induced  to  trespass  on  your  atten- 
tion ;  but  that  trespass,  however,  shall  be  very 
short.  Into  the  general  question  cf  the  pre- 
sent war  I  do  not  now  m.ean  to  enter.  From 
my  opinions,  which  I  took  occasion  to  state 
very  fully  en  a  former  evening,  a  majority  of 
this  House  has  thcuglit  proper  to  differ,  and 
to  the  judgment  of  that  majority  I  bow  with 
respect.  The  country  is  now  engaged  in  war, 
and  it  shall  therefore  have  my  most  ardent 
support.    No  one  can  wish  it  to  be  mor?  suc- 


cessful than  I  do  ;  and  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  may  prevail  as  to  the  grounds  of  the 
war,  to  A\hich  I  shall  not  now  refer,  I  am 
persuaded  that  there  cannot  be  a  dissentient 
voice  upon  this  question — that  it  is  desirable 
to  bring  it  to  an  honourable  termination  aa 
soon  as  possible.  With  this  view  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  proposition  which,  I  imderstand, 
has  been  recently  made  by  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  to  interpose  his  mediation  for  the 
complete  settlement  of  the  differences  sub- 
sisting between  Great  Britain  and  France. 
Such  is  the  disposition  which  has  been  mani- 
fested by  the  sovereign  of  Russia,  and  of 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  motion  with 
which  I  shall  conclude,  to  recommend  that 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  should  immediately 
avail  themselves.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  for 
me  to  recite  the  various  advantages  which 
must  result  from  the  mediation  of  this  power- 
ful, respected,  and  much-esteemed  sovereign  ; 
and  among  the  most  valuable  of  those  advan- 
tages would  be  this,  that  should  you  be 
obliged  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the  attain- 
ment of  any  objects  of  which  that  sovereign 
should  approve,  you  would  have  the  mate- 
rial support  of  that  approbation — you  would 
have  the  sanction  of  his  great  name — ^you 
would  have  the  opinion  of  the  world  in  your 
favour — and  is  not  this,  I  would  ask,  a  con- 
sideration of  consequence?  If  you  had  no  other 
motive  for  accepting  the  proposed  mediation, 
this  ought  to  inOuence  you.  But  not  only  in 
this  instance  would  it  be  desirable.  You 
might,  through  means  of  this  mediation,  con- 
trive to  procure  the  adjustment  of  not  merely 
the  question  respecting  Malta,  but,  in  fact,  of 
all  the  points  in  dispute.  Impressed  as  I  am 
with  this  idea,  and  believing  it  quite  practica- 
ble, I  cannot  but  be  anxious  for  the  interests 
of  my  country,  and  for  the  peace  of  Europe, 
that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  should  not  let 
the  opportunity  pass  by — that  they  will  not 
allow  themselves  to  overlook  the  means  which^ 
this  offers  of  accomplishing  all  the  objects 
they  desire,  of  security,  honour,  and  satisfac- 
tion. The  power  and  character  of  the  me- 
diator, and  the  rank  which  he  holds  in  Eu- 
rope, justify  the  strongest  hopes.  With  re- 
spect to  his  character,  it  stands  upon  the  most 
elevated  ground ;  and  if  the  report  of  all 
men  speaks  true,  that  elevation  is  highly  de- 
served— just  to  the  people  committed  to  his 
governmei;t,  and  benevolent  to  all  mankind, 
he  is  generally  known  to  be  extremely  de-:- 
sirous  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope. If  so  (and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact), 
would  any  power  in  Europe  attempt  to  resist 
our  claims,  when  seconded  by  the  decided  ex- 
pression of  that  monarch's  opinion  ? — T  un-: 
derstand  that  this  Prince  is  very  much  affected 
by  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
situation  of  Europe,  that  he  is  warmly  at- 
tached to  peace,  and  that  no  one  can  be  more 
disgusted  than  he  is  with    the    conduct   of 
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France  since'  the  treaty  of  Amiens.    I  cannot 
conceive  then,  a  character  whose  mediation  it 
would  be  more  suitable  to  our  wishes  and  more 
for  our  interest  to  accept.    In  the  situation  in 
which  the  country  is  at   present  phiced,  it  is 
peculiarly  happy  that  the  offer  has  been  made. 
Upon  this  particular  point  I  am  very  sanguine, 
because  I  am  convinced  that  if  acceded  to  it 
may  be  productive  of  the  best  consequences, 
and,  if  refused,  I  am  apprehensive  of  many 
unfavourable  effects.     I  think  it  would  tend 
to  the  satisfactory  termination  of  the  war,  and 
also  to  a  satisfactory  regulation  of  the  state  of 
the  continent.     It  may  be  said  that  I  am  too 
sanguine ;  perhaps    so ;    but  yet  I   have    no 
difficulty  in  saying,  that  there  exists  a  strong 
probability   to   warrant  my  expectations.     If 
any  one  were  to  ask  me,  was   I  certain   that 
such  effects  as  I   have  described  would  flow 
from  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
I  fairly  own  that  I  would  answer  in  the  nega- 
tive.   But  of  this  I    am  certain,  that  no  in- 
jury can  arise  from   it,   and  that  much  good 
may  ;  therefore  I  v.-ould  exhort  Ministers  to 
avail  themselves  of  it.     If  I  am  asked  my  opi- 
nion of  the  pres-^nt  state  of  the  continent,  I 
would  say  that  it  Is  very  far  from  being  sa- 
tisfactory ;  but  I  wottld  ask  in  return,  can  you 
amend  that  state  by  a  war  ?    Can  you  promise 
yourself  any  such  thing?    If  France  be   far- 
ther inclined  to  oppress  the  weaker  powers  of 
the  continent,  how  do  you  propose,  with  the 
means  you  now  have,  to  prevent  it  ?     Hov/ 
can  you  contrive  in  any  degree  to  restrain  the 
spirit  of  aggrandizement   in  that   quarter  of 
which  you  so  much  complain  ?     This  offer  of 
mediation,  therefore,   you    should  gladly   re- 
ceive, for  two  reasons  :  First,  in  order  to  ad- 
just the  points  in  which  you  are  more  imme- 
diately concerned  yourselves ;    and  secondly, 
with  the   view   of  settling   the  state  of  the 
continent.     Why  then  should  Ministers  de- 
cline an  offer  now,  which  they  would  have 
been  happy  to  embrace  at  any  period  of  the 
negotiation  ?    The    enemy  ~  has    expressed  a 
readiness  to  accept  it,  and  hovr  will  it  appear 
to  Europe  sliould   you  attempt  to  refuse  it  ? 
I  strongly  advise  you  not  to  do  so.     If  there  be 
any  wisdom  or  moderation  in  the  French  go- 
vernment, you  will,  through  the  medium    of 
this  mediation,  be  enabled  to  restore  peace 
upon  terms  of  justice  and  honour;  and  cer- 
tainly there  does  not  exist  a  power  so  compe- 
tent to  the  object  as  the  proposed  mediator, 
nor  one  that  has  a  fairer  right  to  interpose   its 
influence  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace   of 
Europe.     He  may    say   to  this  country,    ''  I 
have  agreed  to  an  arrangement  with  you  upon 
certain  points  of  great  importance  to  my  naval 
power,  which  was  not  in  all  respects  salisfaj- 
tory  to  my  wishes,  but  yet  I  acceded  to   it 
from  the  love  of  peace,  and  from  the  same  mo- 
tive I  shall  adhere  to  it.     You  complain  of  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  so  do  I  of 
the  terms  of  the  Northern   Convention  ;  but 
you  say  you  agreed  to  that  treaty  from  the 


love  of  peace — just  the  same  reason  induced 
me  to  subscribe  to  the  Northern  Convention. 
Then  I  contend  you   are  as   much  bound  to 
make  a  sacrifice  to  tlie  peace  of  Arniens,  as  I 
am  to  sacrifice  to  the  Northern  Convention." 
But  when  this  Prince  shall  come   to  address 
himself  to  the   French  government,  he  might 
speak  upon  still  stronger  grounds.  It  is  reported 
that  a  proposition  Avas  some  time  since  made 
by  France  to  a  certain  European  power  (and  no 
one  doubts   that  this  power  is  Russia),  to  di- 
vide the  territory  of  the  Turkish  enipire.  This 
report  is  alluded  to  in  a  paragraph  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Declaration,  and  it  is  there  stated,  that 
this  proposition  v^'^as  distinctly  refused.     Thie 
Emperor    would    therefore    stand   upon    the 
highest  grounds  in  talking  of  the  French  go- 
vernment.    He  might  say,  "  You  proposed  to 
me  the  dismemberment  of  Turkey,  which  is 
an  object  that  has  been  much  wisiied  for  by  my 
predecessors,  and  for  which,  therefore,  I  might 
naturally  be   supposed  to  entertain  an  heredi- 
tary partiality  ;  but  I  would   not   adopt  your 
proposition,  because   I  felt  that  it  v/oiild  not 
be  just  in  me  to  invade  the  possessions  of  a 
neighbouring  power,  although  I  am  quite  sen- 
sible that  I  have  as  much  right  to  do  so  as  you 
have.     If  you   use  lofty  language,  I  am  net 
less  entitled  to  do  so  ;  but  I  prefer  peace  to 
the  gratification  of  any  arrogant  pretensions  or 
ambitious  projects,   and  you  should  do  the 
same  from  the  same  solicitude.     I  abstain  froin 
any  hostile  attacks  on  other  powers,  and  yoU 
should  abstain    also."  Such  are  the  terms  in 
which  this  Prince  could  speak,  and  if  urged  to 
it  no  doubt  would,  if  you  accept  his  niediation. 
Let  m.e,  theiefore,  advise  you  to  attach  your*- 
self  to  that  power  from  wiiich  alone  you  can 
expect  to  derive  any   material  assistance   to- 
wards  accomplishing  the  ends    you  have   it* 
view,  either  of  an  honourable  and  immediate 
peace,  or  a  successful  war.     With  that  power 
alone  if  you  could  contrive  to  form  a  close  al- 
liance, you  would  be  able  to  protect  all  the 
other  states  of  Europe  from  unjust  attack.  It  is 
well  known  that  a  strong  desire  of  peace  pre- 
vails an\ong  the   people  of  France  ;  but  hovr- 
ever  general  and  sincere  that  opinion  may  be, 
will  not  war  become  somewhat  popular  when 
it  is  stilted  to  them,  that  their  government  was 
willing   to  submit  the  consideration   of  their 
case  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  bat  that  Eng  ; 
land  refused  to  avaiHtself  of  that  Monarch's 
offer  to  m.ediate  :     This  will  furnish  presump- 
tive evidence  against  you.    It  would  be  mate- 
rial to  your  purpose  to  deprive  the  French  go- 
vernment of    tliis  advantage.     Some  Gentle- 
men affect  to  fay  that  a  proportion  has  been 
made  by  the  Russian  Emperor  of  such  a  na- 
ture  ai  not  to  promise   any  decisive  consrci 
quenccs ;  and  others  assert,  that  even   if  so; 
it  ought  not  to  be  acceded  to.     With  neithc* 
of  these  Gentlemen  do  1  agree ;  but  I  certainly 
coincide  with    tho:;e  who  m.aintain  that  this 
country  should  not  submit  itsck-ims  to  the  ar- 
bitrary decision  of  Russia,  or  anv  olhtr  pcwei  ; 
■^  Z  z  % 
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but  will  it  not  be  wise  to  explain  the  justice 
of  those  claims,  and   to   interest  a  powerful 
state  in  your  cause  ?    If,  after  having  done  so, 
the  French  government   should  refuse  you  a 
fair  vsatisfaction,    and    its   system  should  ap- 
pear to  lead  to  the  iubvcrsion  of  the  conti- 
nental   powers,  do  you  think   it  improbable 
that  Russia  v.-ould  connect  herself  with  you  on 
fail  defensive  principles  to  repel  such  injustice? 
I  think  it  is  not;  at  least  you  ought  to  make 
the  experiment,  as  the  opportunity  is  so  fa- 
vourable.    It  cannot  prevent  you  from  prose- 
cuting the  war  with  vigour,  a  war  to  which  I 
am  far  from  saying  you  are  not  competent  in 
point  of  means,  if  it  should  be  necessary  for 
you  to  p\nsue  it  alone.     But,  however  high  I 
may  think  of  your  resources,  I  must  say  that 
they  arc  not  such  as  are  applicable  to  the  main 
)bject  of  the  war  with  France,  which  I  take  it 
Jor  granted  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  abridging 
the  continental  power   of    that    government. 
To  (hat,   however,  you  would   be  quite  ade- 
quate v/iththe  assistance  of  Russia;  at  least  it 
would  afford  the  best  chance  of  it.     If  Russia 
OiFers  her  mediation   with   sincerity,  and  I  be- 
lieve none  doubts  that  she  does,  she  feels  an  in- 
terest in  the  question  tliat  must  turn  in  a  very 
jnaterial  manner   to   your  advantage,  perhaps 
ultimately  to  a  treaty  of  alliance.    Acting  in 
concert  with  such  a  power,  and  for  a  just  ob- 
ject, you  could   have  little  danger  to  appre- 
hend.    With   such  a  junction,  Europe  would 
have  little  to  fear  from  the   ambition  of  any 
man.     It   would   be    quite   sufficient  to  make 
any    government  of  France,  however  powerful 
or  enterprising,  hesitate  before   it  resolved  to 
engage  in  any  war  against  such  an  union.     She 
certainly  had  not  sufficient  resources  to  war- 
rant the  undertaking.     A  short  review  of  the 
state  of  Europe  woilld  serve  to  establish  that 
point.     Ij, -""»'".   r.ot  now   argue  the  question, 
whetht^' ■'lance  or  Russia  has  the  preponde- 
rance as  to  military  force  ;  but  I  will  observe, 
•that,  united  with  this  country,  Russia  would 
have   the   decided  advantage,   particularly  as 
tiiere  seems  no   likelihood  whatever  that  any 
other  power  on  the  continent  would  engage 
in   the  conilict,   at  least  not   to  throw  their 
weight  into  the  scale  of  France.     Indeed,  it  is 
inanifest  that  Russia  is  the  only  power  on  the 
continent  whose    connexion   we   sh.ordd  stu- 
diously cultivate,  in  the  view  of  checking  the 
career  of  France.     Neither  Austria  nor  Prus- 
sia can  be  for  that  purpose  at  all  looked  to. 
I  will  r;ot  enter  into  any  investigation  of  the 
conduct  of  the   latter  power  for   some   time 
back,  which  may  in  some  instances  be   very 
justly  condemned ;  but  it  is  evident  that  its 
general  policy  is  pacific ;  and   Austria   from 
{jrudence  and   necessity  is  not  less  so.     From 
the  lassitude  occasioned  by  the  last  war,  from 
the  diminution  of  her  resources,  and  from  the 
change  ,of  her  councils,  she  does  not  seem  at 
all  disposed   to    warfare.      That  respectable, 
.atid  universally  respected  character,  the  Arc! 


he  has  acquired  in  war,  a  glory  not  to  be  re- 
duced  by  defeat,  now,  happily   for  mankind, 
seems  to  consider  his  best  glory  to  consist  in 
discharging  the  obligations  which   he  ewes  to 
the  people,  through  whose   assistance  he  has 
been  enabled  to  establish  his  fame,  by  endea- 
vouring to  secure  to  them  the  enjoyment,  and 
studying  to  promote  the  advantages,  of  peace. 
Such  is  the    etnpioyment   of   this   illustrious 
Prince,  and  therefore  there  appears  very  little 
probability  that  Austria  will  be  for  some  time 
revisited  by  the  calamities  of  war.     This  short 
jeview  of  European   powers  serves  to  shew 
that  Russia  is  the  only  state  to  which  you  can 
look   at  present  for  efFtctive  aid  ;  and,  inde- 
pendently of  this  consideration,  is  it  not  de- 
sirable for  you  to  have  the  good  wishes  of  man- 
kind ?  and  of  that  you  must  be  certain,  should 
you  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  in  the  justice  of  the  cause   which 
has  urged   you  to   war.     This    concurrence 
would  completely  satisfy  the  House  and  the 
country  ;  and  it  woidd  also  produce  an    im- 
pi^ession  in   your  favour  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  and  governments  of  the  other   states 
of  Europe,   which  are  tribunals  that  it  is  for 
your   interest   to    conciliate ;    still    more,    it 
would  induce  a  good  opinion  of  your  cause  in 
the  minds  of  the  peop'e,  subject  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  French  government.     In  all  pro- 
bability you  wouM,  through  this  concurrence, 
not  only  obtain  good  wishes,  but  allies.  "W'hea 
your   cause   should    be    made     known,   you 
would,  at  rdl  events,  be  certain  of  the  good 
wishes  of  the  people  of  Holland,  Switzerland, 
and  many  parts  of  Italy  ;  but  it  may  be  said 
that  ihese  peop'e  could  give  you  no  assistance. 
Under    the    present     circumstances    pei"haps 
they  could  not.     Tl;e  case,   however,  would 
be  materially  different,  if  you  had  the  co-ope- 
ration   of  Russia.     In   vaiaous  other  points  of 
view  it   will  be  advisable  for    you    to    avail 
yourself  of  this   proposed   mediation.      The 
consequences  of  your  refusal  to  give  an  ac- 
count (I  don't  mean  that  this  country  is  to  ac- 
count for  its  conduct  to  any  power  whatever); 
but  I  say,  that  if  you  decline  to  state  your 
case  now,  you  may  not  be  in  such  a  favourable 
situation  again. — The    same    pcnver  may  be 
slow  to  come  forward,  and  there  is  no  other 
to  which  you  can  refcr,  because  there  is  none 
that  can  or  will  assist  you  in  checking  the  ag- 
grandizement of  France.     Whether  Ministers, 
then,  are  disposed  to  peace,  or  determined  on 
vigorous  war,  it  is  their  interest  to  avail  them- 
selves   of  the  proposed  mediation.     If,  how- 
ever', they  are  of  opinion,  upon  good  gi-ounds, 
that  this  proposal  is  a  mere  expedient  to  pro- 
cure delay  ;  if  they  think  that  with  that   vie-.T 
solely  this  offer   of  mediation   was   made  in 
collusion   with  France,  most  undoubtedly   it 
ought  to  be  rejected  ;  but  this  suspicion,  I  am 
persuaded,   can  never  have  entei-ed  into   any 
rational  m.ind.     So  little  are  Ministei's  disposed 
to  think  so,  and  so  respecLfully   do  they  esti- 
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that  I  have  no  doubt  they  wou'd  have  gladly- 
received  it,  had  it  been  earlier  made.  Why 
then  should  not  that  proposal  be  acceptable 
to  terminate  a  war  which  would  iiavc  had  a 
Welcome  reception  at  the  beginning  oi"  it  ? 
Russia  was  one  of  the  guarantees,  or  rather 
the  principal,  you  relied  upon  for  the  security 
of  Malta  against  France.  This  was  to  have 
been  the  solid  ground  cf  peace.  Ycu  have 
now  an  opportunity  by  which,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, you  may  extend  that  guarantee  to  the 
l)eace  and  security  of  Europe.  You  may 
now,  by  wife  management,  be  able  to  esta- 
blish a  better  safeguard  for  the  small  states  ol 
the  continent  than  you  ever  can,  at  least,  by 
your  own  single  exertion  in  arms.  You  have,  in 
fact,  the  best  opportunity  that  has  offered  for 
the  two  last  centuries  for  fixing  the  tiaricjuil- 
lily  of  Europe  on  a  solid  and  petmanent  basis. 
Combining  all  the  powers  specified  in  the  gua- 
rantee for  Malta,  they  vuuld  be  able  to  keep 
any  individual  state  within  equitable  bounds; 
they  would  be  able  to  protect  the  rights  and 
territories  of  all  states  from  invasion,  to  pre- 
Tent  Llie  oppression  of  the  smaller  states,  and 
to  restrain  the  mischievous  spirit  cf  aggran- 
tlizement.  They  would  be  able  to  say  to  the 
several  states  of  Europe,  Let  those  who  have 
gained  not  think  of  any  farther  extending 
their  gains,  and  let  those  who  have  lost  ac- 
quierce  in  their  losses,  and  let  justice  and 
tranquillity  prevail.  That  such  a  combination 
of  the  higher  states,  directed  to  such  high 
objects,  is  desirable,  all  good  men  will  admit; 
and  that  it  is  practicable  I  am  fully  convinced; 
and  an  occasion  now  offers,  in  which  Mini- 
sters may  have  the  means  of  commencing  the 
glorious  work.  The  uneasiness  of  the  minds 
ot  the  people  of  every  nation  at  the  prospect 
of  war,  and  the  imiversal  abhorrence  of  in- 
justice, naturally  induce  an  opinion  that  such 
a  m.easure  would  have  the  benediction  of  all 
mankind;  and  surely  humaniiy  and  sound  po- 
licy would  equally  urge  it. — Ihe  lion.  Mem.- 
ber  concluded  with  moving  an  address  to  his 
Majesty,  praying  that  his  Majesty  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  avail  himself  of  the  dis- 
position manifested  by  the  Emperor  oiP  Russia 
to  mediate  between  this  country  and  the 
French  government;  which  disposition  might 
not  only  lead  to  the  speedy  and  honourable 
termination  of  the  present  c:>ntest,  but  to 
produce  the  most  beneficial  effects  upon  the 
t'cneral  tranquillity  and  safety  of  Europe. 

Lord  Hav/kesbury  rofe  to  object  to  the 
motion  upon  two  grounds :  first,  that  there 
was  no  fair  parliamentary  ground  laid  i"or  its 
adoption ;  and  secondly,  that,  as  no  such 
jjroiyid  was  laid,  the  House  shculdnot,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  accede  to  a  motion 
which  could  not  be  productive  of  any  good, 
and  might  do  harm,  by  betraying  indecision. 
For  the  constitutional  right  of  the  House  to 
interpose  its  advice  upon  the  exercise  of  any 
.bjaiich  of  the  Royal  prerogative,  and  paiticu- 


larly  as  to  peace  or  war,  he  felt  as  much  re- 
spect and  regard  as  the  Hon.  Gt-nt.;  but  he 
contended,  that  before  such  interference  was 
attempted,  a  good  case  ought  to  be  made 
out.  As  the  constitution  vested  certain  pow- 
ers ia  the  Executive  Government,  the  infer- 
ence naturally  was,  that  those  powers  were 
not  to  be  restrained  or  dictated  to  by  any- 
other  branch  of  the  Legislatuie,  but  where 
they  appeared  to  be  abused.  There  were 
only  tv.'o  cases  in  which  it  was  the  province 
of  any  Hon.  Member  to  recommend  a  mea- 
sure to  the  Executive  Govemmcnt:  the  one 
where  his  Majesty's  Ministers  neglected  to  do 
that  to  vv'hieh  it  was  their  duty  to  have  at- 
tended; and  the  other,  where  the  measure 
recommended  was  wholly  diiferent  from  the 
system  which  those  Ministers  pursued.  Now, 
upon  neither  of  those  grounds  did  he  think 
the  proposition  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  could  be 
supported  ;  for  however  som.e  Gent,  might  be 
disposed  to  censure  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
he  believed  there  were  scarce  any  who  would 
charge  them  v/ith  neglecting  any  m.eans  that 
could  be  resorted  to  to  preserve  peace  with 
honour;  and  in  proof  of  that  disposition,  he 
had  only  to  refer  to  his  Majesty's  Declara- 
tion, where  it  was  expressed  in  the  strongest 
terms.  Here  all  Europe  might  see  that  his 
Majesty  was  even  now  ready  to  eiiter  into  any 
arrangement  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  his 
Crown,  and  the  essential  interests  of  his  peo- 
ple. He  -ivould  ask,  what  could  be  the  mo- 
tive of  such  an  appeal,  but  to  shew  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  Majesty's  wishes  for  the  restora- 
tion of  peace  ?  And  after  such  an  appeal,  he 
would  ask  also,  was  it  possible  that  any  Mi- 
nister would  advise  his  Majesty  to  refuse  any 
m.ediati&n  that  vvas  likely  to  produce  accept- 
able terms  of  peace?  With  respect  to  the 
Hon.  Gent.'s  observaticns  on  the.  general  state 
of  Europe,  he  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  dif- 
fer v>'ith  him.;  but  as  to  the  practicability  of 
the  coalition  he  had  described,  he  could  not 
by  any  means  agree  with  him^  and  the  expe- 
rience of  the  last  ten  years  forbid  any  hope  of 
such  a  league  acting  long  and  steadily  in  con- 
cert for  such  an  object.  Though  such  a  con- 
cert, he  v/ould  readily  admit,  was  in  the  high- 
est degree  desirable — a  concert  not  to  be  fet- 
tered or  damped-  by  little  confined  views,  or 
by  separate  interests,  but  proceeding  on  fair, 
broad,  and  liberal  grounds,  yet  he  was  njt 
sanguine  in  his  hope  of  witnessing  it.  He 
was  aware  that  iiussia  was  the  power  which 
it  V\'as  most  for  the  interest  of  this  country  to 
conciliate,  with  a  view  to  ayerc  the  evils  and 
to  produce  the  good  to  which  the  Hon.  Gent, 
had  alluded;  and  without  wishing  to  prove le 
any  dissension  upon  tnis  occasion,  he  would 
say,  that  one  of  the  reasons  he  had  for  ac- 
ceding to  ihe  last  peace  was,  that  during  pence 
there  might  be  an  opportunity  of  procuring 
some  continental  alliance,  of  which  theie 
could  b.e  no  hoiK-  difring.vvar,  and  which 
w-Quld  serve  to  Ijj^  a  bavi-jcr  to  ;!:&  c:.i^n  ei' 
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aggrandizement  to  which  the  French  govern- 
ment was  manifestly  disposed  ;  but  notwith- 
etanding  this  wish,  he  could  state  with  the  ut- 
most sincerity,  that  he  never  omitted  any  en- 
deavour that  could  tend  to  preserve  the  peace 
inviolate  :  his  endeavours  witli  regard  to  an  al- 
liance were  merely  for  a  concert. of  a  defensive 
nature,  such  as  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  referred 
to  in  a  part  of  his  observations:   that  alone 
■was  his  object,  and  with  no  view  whatever  to 
renew  the  war.     However  little  might  be  the 
disposition  of  some  parties  to  do  justice  to 
Ministers,  he  hoped  this  at  least,  they  would 
acknowledge  that  nothing  v>'as  omitted  to  pre- 
serve that  peace ;  and  he  saw  no  change  in  the 
state  of  things  that  could  induce  him'at  all  to 
calculate  upon  the  probability  of  its  restora- 
tion from  the  adoption  of  the  motion.     There 
was  nothing  feasible  in  the  proposition  alluded 
to  by  the  Hon.  Gent.     He  had  stated,  that  it 
would  have  been  gladly  received  by  Ministers 
at  any  period  of  the  negotiation.     Whai,  in 
point  of  fact,  v/as  this  proposal  ?    Why,  that 
if  any  difficulty  arose  between  the  Briti.sh  and 
IFrench  governments,   in  the   communication 
of  their  sentiment-,  to  each  other,   that  the 
Kussian_  Ambassadois  at   Taris   and   London 
should  focihtate  that  communication,  and  that 
they  might  he  made  the  mediums  of  explana- 
tion.    Now,    he   would  ask  of  the   House, 
?.lter  the  very  protracted  negotiation  they  had 
witnessed,  after  the  state  of  anxiety  in  which 
they  had  known  the  country  to  have  been  placed, 
whether  Ministers  would  have  been  justifiable 
ia  Consenting  to  any  farther  delay,  where  no 
iiiediation  likely  to  be  effective  had  been  of- 
fered.    That  the  French  government  should 
have  expressed  its  willi;igness  to  avail  itself  of 
the  mode  of  communication   proposed,  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  as,  had  this  country 
consented,  it  would  have  afforded  the  means 
for  continuing  for  some  time  longer  that  sys- 
tem of  evasion  and  procrastination  which  the 
papers  on  the  table  sufficiently  exposed,  and 
which   seemed  to  be  the  policy  of  that  go- 
vernment to  pursue. — The  Hon.   Gent,  had 
stated  tlie  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
mediation  of  Russia,  not  only  with  reference 
to  the  particular  case  of  the  points  in  dispute 
betwixt  this  country  and  the  French  republic, 
but  with  a  view^  to  the  establishment  of  a  ge- 
neral guarantee  for  the  protection  of  all  the 
weaker  states  of  Europe.     With  this  opinion 
he  most'distinctly  coincided.     Of  the  import- 
ance  of  the  mediation   of   Russia,   no   man, 
possessing  enlarged   views  of  national  policy, 
could   for   a   moment  entertain  a  doubt.     If 
«uch  a  mediation  could  be  procured,  it  would 
not  be  contended  by  any  one  that  it  would 
not  be  peculiarly  advantageous.     An  allusion 
had  been  made  to  the  system  of  naval  neutra- 
lity which  had  been  set  up  by  the  Northern 
powers.     He  had  much  satisfaction  in  stating 
to  the  House,  that  with  the  great  majority  o'f 
reflecting  individuals  in   Russia,  and  particu- 
larly with  the  individuals  composing  the  go- 


vernment, a  more  wise  system  of  policy  was 
now  pursued.     Views  of  an  enlarged  and  com- 
prehensive nature  were  indulged.     It  was  al- 
lowed that  the  interests  of  this  country  and  of 
Russia  were  in  every  point  of  view  compati- 
ble:  a  decided  opinion  was  formed,  that  no 
useful  purpose  could  be  promoted  by  pressing 
the  neutral  question.     The  fact  was,  indeed, 
that  this  question  was  brought  foi  ward  under 
the  reign   of  the  late  Empress,  in  whose  cha- 
racter the  pride  and  the  vanity  of  being  at  the 
head  of  a  coalition,  operated  more  powerfully 
than  any  considerations  of  real  and  permanent 
utility  to  her  empire.     It  could  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  Russia  possessed  no  mercantile  ma- 
rine, and  that  if  the  present  relations  of  the 
Turkish  empire  continued,  a  mercantile  ma- 
rine never  could,    to   any   great  extent,    be 
formed.     The  only  consequence  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  neutrality  to  be  contended 
for,  would  therefore  be  to  introduce  into  the 
Baltic,  powers  whose  influence  it  was  the  ob- 
vious interest   of  Russia  to  counteract.     He 
could  not  too  strongly  press  on  the  House  his 
conviction  of  the  extreme  importance  of  the 
co-operation  of  Russia  in  any  plan  to  counter- 
act the  progicss  of  French  ambition;  and  he 
could  fairly  assure  the  House,  that  any  measure 
calculated  to  promote  this  object  v;as  one  which 
would  meet  with   the  vvarmcst  concurrence 
from  Ministers.    His  objection  to  the   Hon. 
Gent.'s  motion  was,  however,  simply,  that  it 
had    been    supported    on    no    parliamentary 
ground.      It  had  not   been  proved  that  Mi- 
nisters had  shewn  any  indisposition  to  accept 
of  this  mediation  ;  and  till  this  were  proved, 
he  must  contend  that  the  motion  was  unne- 
cessary and  inexpedient.     In  the  conclusion  of 
his  Majesty's  Declaration,  on  the  contrary,  a 
disposition  to  accept  of  any  arrangement  by 
which  an  amicable  adjustment  could  be  ob- 
tained, was  clearly  laid  down  ;  and  after  such 
a  declaration,  he  could  not  see  what  beneficial 
consequence  coidd  arise  from  pressing  the  mo- 
tion.    On  the  other  hand,  it  might  have  a  very 
unfavourable  eff'ect  on  the  state  of  the  public 
mind;  it  might  unhinge  the  exertions  of  the 
country,  and  lead  to  expectations  which  were 
not  to  be  realized.     He  would  not  say  that 
the  hope  of  mediation  was  altogether  roman- 
tic, but  he  would  contend  that  hopes  ought 
not  to  be  held  out  to  the  country  which  might 
be  disappointed.     These  v.-ere  the  grounds  on 
which  he  objected  to  the   motion.     To   the 
principles  of  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  speech  he  had 
no  possible  objection — they  were  principles  in 
which   all   v/cre  agreed.     As   it   now   stood', 
however,  the  motion  could  be  productive  of 
no  good,  and  might  be  attended  with  consi- 
derable evil.     He  should  therefore,  as  the  most 
convenient  way  of  disposing  of  it,  move  the 
pieviouo  question, 

Mr.  Pitt. — In  rising  upon  this  occasion,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  detain  the  House  many 
moments.    In  the  present  important  crisis  of 
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affairs,  I  am  sure  tliere  must  be  a  common 
wish  and  a  general  feeling  that  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  press  into  view  any  differences,  or 
to  press  the  House  to  any  division  upon  topics 
of  minor  importance.  Whatever  I  may  think 
of  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  proposal  as  a  motion  of 
advice  in  the  actual  circumstances,  with  most, 
nay,  I  may  say  with  all,  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  speech  on  which  it  was  grounded, 
1  most  heartily  concur.  I  heard,  indeed,  the 
speech  of  the  Hon.  Gent,  with  infinite  satis- 
faction ;  and  that  satisfaction  was  heightened 
by  observing,  that  my  Noble  Friend,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  received  the  sentiments  with 
that  approbation  which  left  no  doubt  on  my 
mind,  that,  if  any  effect  can  be  given  to  those 
principles  (and  it  belongs  to  the  Executive 
Government,  in  the  first  instance,  to  give 
them  application),  no  favourable  opportunity 
will  be  lost  of  putting  them  in  practice.  It 
would  be  strange,  however,  if  I  had  not  heard 
witli  approbation  the  principles  laid  down  by 
the  Hon.  Gent.  They  arc  the  principles 
which,  in  the  best  times  of  this  country,  in- 
duced and  enabled  this  House  to  contribute 
to  the  general  liberty  and  independence  of 
Europe ;  to  support  the  rights  and  redress 
the  wrongs  of  minor  powers,  and  to  oppose  a 
successful  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of 
ambition.  They  are  the  principles  which 
(more  than  any  passionate  and  national  oppo- 
sition to  France,  proved,  as  France  has  been  by 
so  many  facts,  to  be  the  rival  and  alm.ost  the 
national  enemy  of  this  country)  led  us  not  to 
consider  the  name  of  any  particular  state,  or 
the  prejudices  of  local  situation,  or  the  dic- 
tates of  separate  interest,  but  prompted  us  to 
set  ourselves  in  opposition  to  any  power,  both 
as,  in  the  first  instance,  it  threatened  the  re- 
pose and  the  rights  of  other  states ;  and,  in 
the  second,  as  it  affected  the  independence 
and  security  of  Great  Britain.  I  rejoice  to 
be  able,  on  this  occasion,  to  agree  with  the 
Hon.  Gent,  in  his  general  principles,  though 
I  cannot  but  remember  there  have  been  times 
when  the  Hon.  Gent,  differed  from  me,  on 
the  application  of  those  principles,  with  a  ve- 
hemence that  looked  very  like  an  entire  con- 
demnation of  them.  If,  however,  he  docs 
admit  the  principles,  I  rejoice,  for  the  sake  of 
the  country,  that  he  has  stated  them  in  a  man- 
jier  so  clear,  so  just,  and  so  satisfactory. 
They  are  the  principles  on  which  the  great- 
ness, the  glory,  and  the  prosperity  of  this  na- 
tion have  been  reared ;  and  never  were  they 
struggled  for  more  gloriously  than  they  were 
during  the  kist  war :  and  it  was  only  when  I 
saw  myself  compelled,  by  adverse  circum-  i 
stances,  to  despair  of  the  effect  of  their  ap- 
plication, that  I  looked  to  any  separate  ar- 
rangements fur  this  country.  They  are  the 
principles  upon  which  I  found  m.yself  justified 
in  proposing  to  this  House  large  subsidies  to 
continental  powers  ;  they  are  the  principles  on 
which  I  have  tiiought  that  it  was  justifiable  to 
sacrifice  our  privaie  and  separate  interests  to 


procure  greater  advantages  for  onr  allies,  and 
to  promote  and  consolidate  the  security  of 
the  general  system  of  Europe  ;  they  are  the 
principles  that  supported  me  when  I  found 
myself  obliged  to  differ  from  several  friends, 
for  whose  talents  and  opinions  I  entertain  the 
highest  respect,  about  the  manner  in  which 
the  war  was  terminated.  It  was  those  princi- 
ples which,  after  there  was  no  longer  any 
hope  of  improving  the  situation  of  the  conti- 
nent, and  promoting  the  security  of  the  gene- 
ral system  of  Europe,  by  any  separate  efforts 
of  our  own,  led  me  to  think,  that  in  making 
terms  for  ourselves,  we  were  more  at  liberty 
to  yield  considerable  sacrifices,  with  a  view  to 
put  an  end  to  the  evils  of  war,  than  we  should 
have  been  had  we  sought  peace  by  the  deser- 
tion of  our  allies,  and  an  abandonment  of  the 
cause  of  Europe. — But  far  be  it  from  me  to 
enter  upon  tho;-e  topics  to  call  forth  difference 
of  opinion,  and  to  provoke  former  disputes. 
I  allude  to  them  to  shew  that  the  piinciples  I 
now  applaud  are  not  new  to  me.  My  appro- 
bation of  them  is  recorded  in  my  past  conduct. 
I  am  glad  that  the  Hon.  Gent,  has  proclaimed 
them  with  so  much  precision  and  force:  I 
hope  they  will  have  the  benefit  of  his  great 
authority,  and  the  recommendation  of  his 
great  talents  (and  greater  authority  they  can- 
not have),  to  remove  objections  which  have 
sheltered  themselves,  perhaps  more  than  there 
was  ground  for,  under  his  name,  against  all 
common  cause  with  the  rest  of  Europe,  and 
against  sacrificing,  in  any  circumstances,  the 
least  portion  of  British  interests,  for  the  ba- 
lance and  preservation  of  the  continent.  But, 
while  I  approve  the  principle  of  keeping  a 
watchful  eye  upon  the  state  of  the  continent, 
I  do  not  mean  that,  on  every  occasion,  upon 
every  movement,  we  ought  to  interfere  with 
continental  affairs.  All  I  say  is,  that  no  great 
convulsion,  which  shall  unhinge  the  established 
interests,  and  dissolve  former  relations,  can 
take  place  without  involving  consequences 
highly  important  to  Great  Britain.  We  are 
not  bound,  however,  to  take  upon  ourselves 
to  interfere,  even  when  interference  would  be 
desirable,  unless  Me  are  joined  by  those  whose 
co-operation  would  be  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  that  interference.  But  whether  for  a  sea- 
son of  war  or  of  peace — whether  in  the  vievir 
of  giving  energy  to  our  arms,  or  security  to 
our  repose — whether  with  a  view  of  prevent- 
ing war  by  negotiation,  or  restoring  peace 
after  war  has  broken  out,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Ministers  of  this  country  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  good  offices  of  powers  v.iih  whom  it 
must  be  the  interest  of  this  country  to  be 
united  in  alliance. — The  Hon.  Gent,  very  pro- 
perly avoided  detailing  any  mode  in  which 
the  principles  he  laid  down  might  be  applied 
to  the  mediation  of  Russia.  Indeed,  it  is  im- 
possible to  point  out  the  mode  of  application, 
without  knowing  exactly  the  circumstances  in 
which  it  would  be  exerted.  I  shall  therefore, 
upon  the  whole,  follow  the  Hon.  Gent.'s  ex- 
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ample  In  avoiding  that  detail.  It  will  appear 
whimsical,  hovcvtr,  if  I  now  seem  to  nanow 
the  principle  of  continental  policy,  which  the 
Hon.  Gent,  has  sanctioned.  This,  neverthe- 
less, I  venture  to  state,  that  if  there  can  arise 
out  of  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, any  chance  of  producing  a  gentral  sys- 
tem on  which  peace  could  be  restored,  and 
confrmcd  by  respectable  guarantcer — a  peace 
by  which  not  only  the  objects  in  dispnte  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  but  other 
points  relative  to  the  state  of  Europe,  could 
be  adjusted — it  would  be  a  consummation  so 
important,  that,  to  obtain  it,  some  airange- 
rnent,  even  less  advantageous  to  this  country 
in  a  separate  view,  would  be  adniissible.  V/hat 
that  arrangement  should  be,  either  as  to  the 
general  system  or  our  particular  interest,  it  is 
impossible  beforehand  to  determiine  :  it  v/i!I 
depend  upon  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case. — On  the  other  hand,  if  that  system 
were  not  attainable,  our  interest  would  pre- 
scribe other  views  and  other  precautions. 
Though  unwilling  to  separate  ourselves  from 
the  continent,  though  vrilling  to  make  some 
deduction  from  the  sum  of  our  own  derr.ands, 
and  from  the  means  of  separate  security  to 
augment  the  strength  of  the  general  system.,  it 
might  happen  that  we  should  be  left,  without 
any  fault  of  our  own,  to  maintain  a  separate 
struggle-  If  we  know  that  France  entertains 
views  of  hostility  towards  us — if  we  know 
that  we  have  in  our  hands  strong  and  impreg- 
nable means  of  resistance — powerful  and  ef- 
fectual micans  to  defeat  that  hostility  with 
which  A^'e  have  been  particularly  threatened, 
then  would  it  be  especially  incumbent  on  us 
to  provide,  that  any  substitute  for  our  secu- 
rity, which  a  general  arrangement  would  af- 
ford, should  be  solid  and  cflicient.  If  our  se- 
curity id  to  depend  upon  our  o'.vn  single  ef- 
forts, and  to  be  maintained  by  our  own  sepa- 
rate arrangements,  we  have  in  our  power  the 
means  ;  nor  shall  we  put  to  hazard  by  a  feeble 
policy  what  British  valour  has  gained.  To 
consolidate  our  security  by  the  general  secu- 
rity of  Europe,  is  undoubtedly  desirable ;  as 
well  as  to  provide  foi  it  by  particular  and  se- 
parate arrangem.ents.  To  unite  both  in  their 
respective  degrees,  m.ust  be  that  which  is 
most  desirable  ;  but  how  far  each  will  be  car- 
lied  must  be  regulated  by  circumstances.  So 
much  I  thought  it  necessary  to  hint,  that  we 
sr.ay  not  be  turned  into  tl:e  opposite  extremes 
of,  on  the  one  hand,  neglecting  the  state  of 
the  continent  altogether,  as  conducive  to  our 
security ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  we  may  not 
look  to  any  continental  arrangements  with 
such  confidence  as  to  slacken  cur  efforts,  .and 
to  abandon  our  separate  means  of  vindicating 
our  rights,  and  preserving  by  war  that  secu- 
fity  to  which  we  are  entiticd ;  unless,  like 
most  of  the  states  of  the  continent,  we  are 
ready  to  sink  into  subjection  to  the  poucr  of 
the  aggressions  .ind  outrages  of  which  we  coni- 
pldiu.-— So  much  upon  the  gcpcral  principles 


laid  down  bythe  Hon.  Gent. the  justice  of  which 
I  so  strongly  feel.  Nevertheless,  unless  some 
practicaVile  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  press- 
ing the  motion,  I  hope  the  Hon.  Gent,  will  be 
inclined  to  withdraw  it.  To  press  it  to  a 
division  at  the  present  mcment,  would  be  at- 
tended with  one  of  two  inconveniences:  ei- 
ther the  previous  question  would  be  carried, 
by  which  theie  might  be  room  for  the  mis- 
construction that  one  part  of  the  House  was 
hostile  to  the  principles  on  wliich  the  Hon. 
Gent,  argued ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
motion  were  carried,  it  would  imply  a  doubt 
that  the  House  entertained  a  suspicion  that 
Ministers  did  not  concur  in  the  principles  so 
well  laid  dovvU  in  the  Hon.  Gent. 'g  speech, 
andAvere  unwilling  to  give  them  eft'ect ;  a  sus- 
picion for  v.hich,  after  what  has  been  said  by 
my  Noble  Friend,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
there  appears  no  foundation.  I  therefore  hope 
that  the  Hon.  Gent,  will  rescue  the  House 
from  this  dilenuua,  by  A\'itlidrawing  his  mio- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  reply,  contended  that  he  op- 
p</itd  the  late  war  on  preci-sely  the  same  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  this  evening  thought  it 
liis  duty  to  state  to  the  House.  He  opposed 
it  at  the  commencement,  because  he  foresaw 
that  its  prosecution  would  only  have  ihe  effect 
of  destroying  the  influence  of  this  country  on 
the  continent.  Throughout  the  course,  he 
only  saw  additional  proofs  of  the  correctness 
of  that  opinion.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  had. 
himself  allov/ed  that  he  was  friendly  to  the 
peace,  on  the  precise  ground  that  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  war  would  not  have  held 
out  a  prospect  of  producing  any  change  in  the 
imsatisfactory  state  of  the  continent.  With- 
out assuming  to  himself  any  peculiar  degree 
of  credit  for  superior  sagacity,  he  might  be 
permitted  to  say  that  he  had,  at  a  much  ear- 
lier period,  foreseen  what  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent, 
had  at  leng+h  admitted.  On  the  same  prin- 
ciple he  had  supported  the  treaty  of  peace, 
not  as  good  in  itself,  but  as  preferable  to  a 
continuance  of  the  war.  He  did  not  at  all 
mean  to  revive  the  remembrance  of  points  of 
former  dispute,  Avhich  were  now  happily 
passed  over,  but  these  few  observations  he 
felt  himself  called  on  to  state  to  the  House. 
With  respect  to  the  question  immediately  be- 
fore the  House,  it  Avas  necessary  for  him  only 
to  say  a  fcAv  Avords,  having  previously  stated 
the  grounds  of  his  motion.  He  did  not  mean 
to  dispute  the  right  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  decide,  in  the  first  instanc^e,  on  the 
question  of  peace  or  war.  He  Avas  not,  how- 
ever, at  all  disposed  to  admit  the  position, 
that  no  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
had  a  right  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  till  some  proof  of 
the  existence  of  criminality  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  Ministers  was  established.  Fie  did 
not,  by  bringing  forward  the  motion,  charge 
Ministers  with  having  neglected  to  take  pro? 
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per  measures  for  the  preservation  of  peace, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  a  motion  of  the  nature 
which  he  had  brought  forward  might  be  higlily 
necessary.  It  wa;;,  he  beheved,  pretty  noto- 
rious that  an  otter  of  mediation  had  been 
made  by  the  comt  of  Russia.  It  was  not, 
however,  at  all  equally  notorious,  that  this 
offer  of  mediation  had  been  accepted,  or  was 
likely  to  be  accepted.  He  had  no  wish  to 
press  his  motion  to  a  division,  if  the  informa- 
tion he  wished  to  receive  could  be  otherwise 
obtained.  If  it  could  be  stated  by  Ministers 
that  there  was,  at  this  moment,  a  disposition 
to  accept  of  the  medialion  of  Russia,  he  had 
no  sort  of  objection  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
Something  had  been  s.iid  about  the  effect 
which  the  motion  would  have  in  unhinging 
the  public  mind.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how  such  an  assertion  could  be  seriously 
urged:  he  really  confeised  himself  at  a  loss 
to  see  hov»r  such  an  eflcct  could  be  produced. 
He  could  not  imagine  why  attempts  to  nego- 
tiate at  the  time  a  war  was  commenced, 
could  at  all  paralyze  the  exertions  of  the 
country.  He  was  only  anxious  to  press  the 
motion,  because  from  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia he  entertained  the  most  saaguine  hopes 
that  the  war  in  which  v/e  were  engaged  would 
be  speedily  terminated.  The  Noble  Lord  had 
said,  that  the  mediation  ofFered  was  merely 
an  offer  of  the  explanation  of  the  Russian 
Ambassador,  relative  to  the  points  in  dispute 
betwixt  the  two  governments.  He  v/ould  not 
deny  that  this  was  the  lowest  species  of  me- 
diation, but  it  still  might  be  productive  of 
im.portant  consequences,  and  might  lead  to  a 
mediation  of  a  more  important  kind.  He 
pressed  his  motion  now,  because  if  the  ofFer 
of  a  mediation  were  not  now  accepted,  the 
advantages  which  might  result  from  it  would 
be  lost,  and  it  would-be  no  satisfaction  to  any 
Member  then  to  ask  Ministers  why  they  had 
not  accepted  the  offer,  when  the  consequences 
of  their  refusal  could  not  be  repaired.  In 
this  case  the  evil  would  be  positively  felt, 
which,  by  a  timely  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  might  have  been  avoided.  Un- 
less, therefore,  he  received  a  more  distinct 
assurance  from  Ministers  of  their  readiness  to 
accept  of  the  mediation,  he  should,  however 
unwilling  to  disturb  the  unanimity  wliich  was 
so  desirable,  feel  it  his  duty  to  press  the 
motion. 

,  Lord  Hawxessury  stated  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  mediation  offered  by  Russia. 
The  fact  was,  that  the  impression  on  the  mind 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander  was,  that  there 
was  a  certain  degree  of  reluctance  on  the  part 
of  the  two  governments  to  explain  distinctly 
the  points  of  mutual  dispute.  It  had  accord- 
ingly been  proposed,  that  the  Russian  Minis- 
ters at  London  and  Paris  should  interpose 
their  good  offices  for  procuring  this  explana- 
tion. A  desire  was  also  expressed  of  the 
willingness  of  the  Emperor  to  do  all  in  his 
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power  to  facilitate  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
the  differences  betwixt  the  two  governments. 
At  the  time  this  oiFcr  was  made.  Lord  Wliit- 
worth  was  on  the  eve  of  quitting  Paris ;  and 
looking,  therefore,  to  an  immediate  termina- 
tion of  the  discussions,  the  offer  was  by  far 
too  loose  and  too  general,  in  the  judgm.ent  of 
Ministers,  to  be  then  adopted.  At  ihe  same 
time  Ministers  did  not  conceal  from  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburgh,  and  they  were  as  little  de- 
sirous of  concealing  from  the  House,  that 
with  reference  not  only  to  the  particular 
points  in  dispute  betwixt  the  two  govern- 
ments, but  with  ret'erence  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  guarantee  for  the  general  independ- 
ence and  security  of  Europe,  they  were  ready 
to  accept  of  the  mediation  of  Russia.  On 
this  ground  they  had  not  only  expressed  their 
willingness  to  receive  any  proposition  from 
the  coiut  of  St.  Petersburgh,  but  they  had 
gone  much  beyond  this  assurance.  They  had 
declared  their  readiness  to  explain,  in  the  most 
frank  and  explicit  terms,  the  views  which 
they  entertained  on  the  points  in  dispute,  and 
the  mode  which  to  them  appeared  the  beLt 
calculated  to  bring  about  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment. No  question  of  etiquette  would  stand 
in  the  way ;  the  whole  dech'.ration  of  Minis- 
ters had  been  given  in  the  true  spirit  of  peace. 
In  aid  of  his  Majesty's  Declaration,  an  express 
assurance  was  given  of  his  readiness  to  listen 
to  any  proposal  for  restoring  the  blessings  cf 
peace;  and  he  had  now  to  assure  the  Hon. 
Gent,  and  the  House,  that  Ministers  were 
ready  to  receive  any  offer  of  mediation  on  tht* 
part  of  Russia,  or  to  offer  to  the  mediation  of 
this  power  the  points  in  dispute  betwixt  the 
two  governments. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS.  uj 

Tlmnday,  June  2. — fSee  M'umtes,  p.  869.) 

[Conduct  of  ministfrs.] — Earl  Fitz* 
WILLIAM,  in  the  course  of  the  various  obser- 
vations he  made,  as  introductory  to  his  pro- 
posed resolutions,  adverted  to  the  solemnity 
and  importance  of  the  questions  which  their 
Lordships  were  that  night  to  decide.  He,  in 
comm.on  with  those  who  heard  him,  must  be 
apprized  of  the  respectable  character  of  those 
against  whom  he  was  about  to  state  grounds 
for  the  disapprobation  of  that  House,  as  Mi- 
nisters. The  task  he  had  undertaken  was 
painful ;  he  was  guided  by  no  personal  mo- 
tives, but  came  forward  upon  public  grounds, 
and  under  sticng  impressions  of  his  parliai 
mentary  duty.  The  subject  which  he  brought 
forward  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lord- 
ships, was  not  the  act  of  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters upon  any  one  day,  nTjr  their  conduct 
at  any  given  particular  period  singly,  but 
the  general  tenour  and  unifoim  character  of 
their  proceedings  for  a  very  important  time. 
He  should  have  particularly  to  notice  their 
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conduct,  not  only  since  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  but  from  the  signing  of  the 
preliminaries.     In  this  view  of  the   question, 
the  Noble  Earl  proceeded  to  argue,  that  many 
of  the  acts  of  the  French  government,  in  the 
interval  alluded  to,  weie  of  the  precise  cha- 
racter and  description  of  those  acts  which  Mi- 
nisters afterwards  thought  worthy  of  specific 
remonstrance  and  negotiation,  and  at  a  period 
when  such  proceedings  could  no^  obtain  with 
that  effect  as  if  they  had  been  taken  up  in  the 
first  instance.     Among  the  instances  stated  by 
his  Lordship  of  the  unjustifiable  and  aggres- 
sive conduct  of  the  French  at  these  periods, 
were  their  proceedings  with  respect  to  several 
parts  of  Italy,  where,  with  the  most  unprin- 
cipled  audacity,    they    dismembered    ancient 
nations,  and   annexed  their  spoliated  territo- 
ries.    Why  did  not  Ministers  shew  some  in- 
dications of  wisdom  or  of  spirit  by  an  inter- 
ference on  these  occasions  ?  Why  was  not  so 
extensive   an  aggrandizement  of   the  French 
territory  and  power  resisted  by  his  Majesty's 
government  ?    So  early  as  the  month   of  Fe- 
biuary  in  that  year,  was  the  basis  agreed  upon 
between  the  two  governments  infringed  upon 
and  disregarded  by  France.     Adverting  to  a 
more    advanced    period,    he    observed,    that 
scarcely  had  the  first  months  of  peace  elapsed, 
before  the  Fi^cnch  made  additional  annexations 
to  their  territory:  the  countries  of  Parma,  &c. 
■were  taken  possession  of.     In  this  part  of  his 
.speech,  his  Lordship  referred  to  memorandums 
for   the  dates   of  the  periods   in    which    the 
French  had  taken  possession  of  different  parts 
of  Italy,  until  they  became  possessed  of  the 
greater  or  more  valuable  part  of  that  penin- 
sula :  in  short,  if  that  country  could  not  be 
considered  as  an  integral  part  of  France,  it 
must  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  province. 
On  these  occasions,  he  contended.  Ministers 
should  have    stepped    forward,    and  at   least 
done  that  vrhich  afterwards  they  found  them- 
selves constrained  to  do,  but  at  a  period  when 
it  was  impossible  they  could  act  with   such 
advantage  or  efPect.     He  next  adverted  to  the 
affairs  of  Switzerland  :  by  the  infonration  laid 
before  Parliament,  he   said   it  appeared,  that 
the  conduct  of  Ministers  with  respect  to  the 
Cape  was  guided  by  their  sense  of  the  transac- 
titms  which  had  taken  place  in   Switzerland. 
'if  not,  it  v.-ould  be  incumbent  upon  them  to 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  so  extraordinary 
a   line   of  conduct  proceeded.     Fie  then   re- 
ferred to  the  papers  upon  the  table  for  the 
dates,   Sec.    of   particular  proceedings  which 
took  place  in  the  course  of  those  transactions. 
He  next  alluded  to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Moore, 
which  lie  contended  was  at  a  period  when  it 
was  well  knov,-n  the  interference  of  Ministers 
could  be  of  no  avail.     He  then  noticed  the 
admitted    acts    of    ;:ggression    and    iniustice 
%vhich  had  been  exercised  by  the  French  against 
-    the  subjects  of  this  country,  and  which  were 
in  open  violation  of  express  treaty,  and  con- 
tended, that  in  scarcely  any  one  instanpe  had 
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justice  been   done  to  the  representations  on 
our  part.     Passing  on  to  the  affair  on  which 
so  much  stress  had  been  laid,  namely,  that  of 
Malta,  he  observed,  that  on   this  occasion  it 
was  that  Ministers  first  appeared  to  manifest 
any  degree  of  spirit  or  resolution,  which  for- 
mer  instances   more   loudly   called   for,    and 
where  a  spirited  interference  could  have  been 
made  v^ith  much  more  grace  and  effect.     He 
made  freciuent  references,    and  read  copious 
extracts  from  the  papers  while  discussing  this 
part  of  his  subject,  and  argued,  that  Ministers 
must  have  been  long  before  av.^are  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  First  Consul  with  respect  to 
Egypt,  and   before   any  specific  communica- 
tions took  place  relative  to  the  island  of  Malta; 
but  that  was  the  only  point  upon  which  Mi- 
nisters seemed  to  call  for  decisive  explanation. 
They  at  length  called  upon  the  spirit  of  the 
country  for  support,  in  a  case  in  which,  com- 
paratively, there  existed  no  adequate  grounds, 
Vi^hen  they  passed  by  the  innumerable  acts  of 
violence  and  aggression  on  the  part  of  France, 
without  one  decisive  interference,  or  call  upon 
the  country  for  its  support  in  resisting  them. 
Me  censured  the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by 
Ministers  with  respect  to  the  termination  of 
those  transactions,  as  well  as  the  mode   and 
period  in  which  they  came  forward  to  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country.      Circumstances   had 
shewn  that  their  boasted  tieaty  of  peace  wa,^ 
only  a  temporary  tuice,   and   that   Ministers 
had  withheld  all  due  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion from  Parliament  and  the  country,  at  pe- 
riods when  those  v>ere  necessary,  and  might 
have  been   attended  with  the  most  desirable 
consequences.      It    was    upon    these   general 
grounds  that  he  had  to  call  upon  their  Lord- 
ships, in  vindication  of  their  cv-n  honour,  and 
in  contemplation  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,    to  adopt   resolutions  expressive   of 
their  just   sense  of  the  weak,  impolitic,  and 
disgraceful  conduct  of  Ministers  in  the  points 
to   which   he   had   adverted.      He  could   not 
avoid   pressing    to    their  consideration,    that 
now  the  country  being,  in  consequence  of  the 
measures  of  those  Ministers,  again  in  a  state 
of  war,  if  they  desired  the  assistance   or  co- 
operation  of  other  nations,  or  wished   their 
coutitry  to  be  respected  abroad,  the  affairs  of 
government  must  be  administered  by  men  of 
acknowledged  talent,    in  whom   the  country 
could    safely    confide,    and    who,    in    return, 
could  fairly  call  upon  the  country  for  its  exer- 
tions and  support.  •  ■  •         ' 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  said,  that  on  a  former 
night  it  was  proposed  to  consider  the  necessity 
and  justice  of  the  war,  as  a  subject  distinct 
from  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
For  his  part  he  could  not  separate  those  con- 
siderations, so  closely  were  they  linked  and 
interwuven.  He  entertained  no  doubt  of  be- 
ing able  to  shew  from  the  speech  of  the  Noble 
Earl  himself,  that  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  been  guided  by  moderationj  ag 
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long  as  they  thought  peace  could  be  preserved ; 
and  when  they  could  no  longer  preserve  peace 
consistently  with  the  honour  of  their  So- 
vereign, or  the  true  interest  of  their  country, 
they  acted  with  becoming  spirit  and  decision  ; 
that  they  endeavoured  to  raise  the  dormant 
spirit  of  Europe,  and  finally  recurred  to  th.at 
line  of  conduct  which  a  long  series  of  insults 
and  aggressions  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  had 
I'endered  necessary.  The  substance  of  the  first 
resolution,  he  conceived  to  be,  that  since  the 
treaty  of  peace, aserics  of  insultsand  aggressions 
■was  experienced  by  this  country  from  France, 
and  that  from  a  number  of  those  acts,  a  dispo- 
sition had  become  manifest,  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  to  violate  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  next  resolution  went  to  complain  of 
Ministers  for  iiot  having  from  time  to  time  com- 
municated those  acts  of  aggression,  the  corre- 
spondence, &c.  to  P.u-linment.  If  Ministers 
had  followed  such  a  course,  it  would  be  a  de- 
reliction of  their  duty;  nay,  it  would  be  an 
infringement  of  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try. The  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  too 
well  known  to  require  exposition  :  to  have  re- 
course, therefore,  to  Parliament  in  the  way 
alluded  to,  would  be  to  convert  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature  into  cabinets.  It  would  go, 
in  2  great  degree,  to  exonerate  Ministers  from 
their  responsibility,  and  share  it  between  them 
and  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  ultimate- 
ly, the  Great  Council  of  the  Nation  could  not 
punish  for  acts  which  it  had  repeatedly  sanc- 
tioned. It  was  asserted  in  another  of  the  re- 
solutions, that  Ministers  made  no  represent- 
ations against  those  acts  of  the  French  govern- 
ment ;  but  let  their  Lordships  look  to  the 
correspondence,  and  they  will  be  convinced 
of  the  contrary.  The  conduct  of  Ministers 
might  be  divided  into  three  periods :  the  fir  ;t, 
that  which  immediately  succeeded  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of  peace  ;  in  that  they  endeavoured 
most  scrupulously  to  fulfil  all  its  conditions, 
and  to  secure  to  their  country  and  to  Europe 
the  blessings  of  peace.  The  second  was,  that  at 
v.'hich  they  laudably  endeavoured  to  rescue 
Switzerland  from  its  impending  fate  ;  and  on 
this  point,  what  could,  or  what  should  Mini- 
sters do,  but  precisely  what  they  did  ?  They 
dispatched  a  person  to  learn  first,  whether  the 
Swiss  were  disposed  to  resist ;  secondly,  the 
extent  of  their  power;  and  lastly,  the  dispo- 
sitions of  those  continental  pov/ers  more  inti- 
mately connected  with  that  country.  There 
were  two  parties,  who  disapproved  of  the  con- 
duct of  Ministers  :  the  one  thought  they  had 
unnecessarily  forced  the  country  into  the  war ; 
the  other,  that  war  ought  to  have  been  made 
long  since:  for  his  pail  he  disagreed  with 
both.  Ministers  had  chosen  the  moment  to 
act  with  spirit,  when  it  was  impossible  to  re- 
frain from  war.  Previous  to  this,  their  con- 
duct was  such,  as  tended  to  give  every  facility 
to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  ;  they  endured, 
for  a  considerable  time,  the  aggressive  coniiuct 
of  the  French  government,  in  its  insolent  at- 


tempts against  that  great  palladium  of  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  namely,  the  fixedom 
of  the  press,  and  in  the  cruel  demand  respect- 
ing the  Bourbon  family,  and  the  train  of  vir- 
tuous nobles  who  preferred  sharing  their  for- 
tune and  their  fate;  and  ecclesiastics  who  had 
resisted  the  proffers  held  out  to  them,  sooner 
than  violate  tlicir  consciences  and  their  oaths. 
At  the  moment  these  insolent  requisitions 
were  made,  self-convicted  and  avowed  trait:)rs 
were  openly  protected  and  cherished  by  the 
French  government;  men  who  had  plunged 
their  daggers  into  the  bosoms  of  their  un- 
ofrending  countrymen.  It  would  appear,  he 
observed,  that  there  were  other  causes  for  or- 
dering the  evacuation  of  the  Cape  to  be  sus- 
pended, than  the  affairs  of  Switzerland.  About 
the  penod  the  counter-orders  vv-ere  sent  out, 
there  was  an  apparent  intention  on  the  part  of 
France,  to  pour  a  great  number  of  troops  into 
Holland,  under  the  pretence  of  securing  its 
independence,  bat,  in  fact,  to  abrogate  the 
little  remnant  of  its  independence  which  then 
existed.  Were  the  cession  made  under  such 
circumstances,  though  nominally  to  Holland, 
it  would  in  effect  be  to  France.  About  that 
period  it  appeared  Ministers  had  received  in- 
telligence of  a  design  formed  by  the  accommo- 
dating father  of  the  Western  family,  who 
had  made  overtures  to  Rusoia,  &:c.  respecting 
a  partition  of  the  Turkish  empire.  In  this 
project  the  First  Consul  intended  to  secure 
Egypt  for  himself,  and  the  Morea  was  to  be 
erected  into  an  independent  republic.  This 
proposition  was  not  acceded  to ;  however. 
Ministers  very  properly  required  explanation  : 
about  this  thn'c  they  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
Sebastiani's  missii  a,  of  which  an  official  re- 
port had  been  p.  blished.  He  then  adverted. 
to  another  aggression  manifested  by  the  French 
government — the  publication  which  the  French 
agent,  Reinhard,  caused  to  take  plr.ce  at 
Hamburgh,  which  he  reprobated  as  a  foul  and 
aggravated  libel  on  his  Majesty's  government. 
There  could  be  no  palliation  for  thisoutrageoua 
proceeding,  for  Reinhard  was  long  employed 
in  proceedirigs  of  the  kir.d,  and  he  knew  that 
Ireland  w-as  not  exenipt  from  the  effects  of  his 
manceuvres.  Soon  after  this,  the  well-known 
insult  at  the  Thuilleries  took  place:  this  was 
deliberately  designed,  under  the  idea  of  sink- 
ing this  govcmmeut  in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 
The  intentions  of  the  First  Consul  with  re- 
spect to  Egypt,  were  soon  after  avowed.  Let 
their  Lonrships  lecoUect  the  language  of  Tal- 
leyrand, that  the  refusal  to  evacuate  Malta 
would  he  considered  as  a  renewal  of  war; 
that  England  should  not  retain  any  thing  in 
the  Mediterranean  ;  that  not  a  sail  of  theirs 
should  swim  upon  that  sea,  nor  should  she 
have  a  port  therein  to  receive  them.  With 
respect  to  the  references  to  Russia,  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  iiieanest  capacity,  that  their 
object  was  to  gain  tim.e,  in  order  to  recall  their 
scattered  commerce  and  their  ships  of  war. 
He  trusted  the  resolutions  of  the  Noble  Earl 
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would  be  negatived,  and  expressed  his  hope 
that  some  N  ohle  Lord,  more  competent  to 
the  task  than  he  was,  would  bring  forward 
some  resolution,  expressive  of  their  Lordships' 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Ministers. 

Lord  Grosvenor  said,  that  with  regard  to 
the  first  resolution,  he  thought  it  would  be  j 
better  to  move  the  previous  question  ;  but  as  I 
to  the  others,  he  trusted  that   he  concurred  ' 
v:['ch   a   majority   of   the   House    in   thinking  1 
that  they  ought  to  be  negatived.     The  Noble  i 
Lord  had  preferred  a  scries  of  charges  against 
his   Majesty's   Ministers,    and   if   his  motion 
was  agreed  to,  an  impeachment  against  Mi-  | 
iiisters  ought  to  follow.    He  wished  the  House  1 
to  recall  to  its  recollection  the  time  and  the  ' 
circumstances  under  which  the  present  Admi- 
nistration were  called  into  ofhce  :  k  was  at  a  pe- 
riod of  great  danger  and  difficulty.   The  House 
would  also  recollect,  that  it  had  distinctly  ap- 
proved of  the  convention  with  the  Northern 
powers — it   had  approved  of  the  preliminary 
and  of   the  definitive   treaties   of  peace.     It 
ivas   theiefore   fair,    w'len   they    were    called 
upon  to  vote  a  censure  against  Ministers,  to 
bear  in  mind  how  much  of  their  conduct  had 
already  received  tlie  approbation  of  the  House. 
If  Ministers  had  lost  the  confidence  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  of  the  people,    they  ought  not  to 
retain   their  situation  ;  but  he  sav/  no  reason 
for  believing  that  they  had  lost  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  or  of  foreign 
powers.     The  Noble  Earl  who  moved  the  re- 
solutions had  entertained  opinions  about  the 
peace  diiFerent  from  those  of  a  very  large  ma- 
jority  of   that   House,    and  of   the  country. 
The    Noble  Lord  had  complained  that   Mi- 
nisters had  not  resisted  the  first   insults  and 
aggressions  on  the   part  of  France.      It  was 
undoubtedly  true,  that  if  they  had  been  dis- 
posed to  go  to  war,  the  conduct  of  France 
had  afforded  thern  many  justifications,  in  the 
annexation    of   Piedmont,    Parma,   Placentia, 
Elba,    8ic.    to  the   French   republicc     But   if 
Ministers  had  acted  upon  these  provocations, 
if  they  had  immediately  plunged  the  country 
into  a  war,  would  they  have  given  the  experi- 
ment which  had  been  made  of  a  peace,  a  fair 
trial  i*   Another  charge  against  Ministers  was, 
they  had  not  made  earlier  communications  of 
the  hostile  dispositions  of  France  ;  but  if  they 
were  anxious  to  preserve  peace,  a  premature 
communication    to   Parliament    was    perhaps 
the  only  m.ean  to  render  it  impossible.     The 
earnest  wish  of  this  country,  and  all  Europe, 
was  to  niaintain   perce :   it  was  Buonaparte, 
and   Buonapaite  alone,  that  wished  for  v.ar. 
He  certainly  did  not  beiicve  that  the  people  of 
France  were  desirous  of  war,  but  they  were 
forced  into  it  by  the  ambition  of  their  ruler: 
he  hoped,  however,  they  would  throw  off  a 
yoke   which  was   now  so  galling.     In  saying 
this  he  did  not  wish  any  thing  personally  hos- 
tile to  the  First  Consul ;  he  only  wished  him 


removed  from  his  situation,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  would  aflbrd  the  only  chance  of 
peace. 

Lord  Darn  LEY  said,  that  however  high 
he  respected  the  individuals  who  composed 
the  administration,  yet  collectively,  it  was  his 
duty  to  say  that  he  disapproved  their  conduct. 
He  considered  tliat  the  occupation  of  the 
Italian  republic.  Piedmont,  Parma,  and  Swit- 
zerland, by  France,  were  every  one  of  them 
objects  deserving  a  decided  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Cabinet.  He  thought,  that 
if  a  tone  of  proper  firmness  had  been  held  by 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  on  these  several  occa- 
sions, we  should  either  have  had  no  occasion  to 
go  to  war  at  all,  or  the  war  would  have  been 
entered  into  with  much  greater  advantage 
than  we  now  have.  He  Avas  of  opinion  that 
the  Ministers  have  made  out  a  strong  cause  for 
v.'ar,  but  have  not  equally  proved  their  own 
ability  for  the  conducting  it. 

Lord  BoRiNGDON  said,  that  occasions  had 
occurred  in  which  Ministers  woidd  have  been 
justified  in  calling  upon  Parliament  to  take 
the  measures  they  were  now  recommending, 
but  in  acting  in  the  manner  they  had,  that  they 
had  displayed  great  moderation  and  wisdom. 
It  was  true  that  France  had  been  guilty  of 
many  acts  of  aggression  and  insult  against  us, 
and  against  all  Europe  ;  but  previous  to  the 
grand  question  about  Malta,  he  did  not  think 
there  was  any  point  upon  which  the  country 
would  have  gone  heart  and  hand  into  a  war. 

Lord  Westmoreland  called  upon  the 
House  to  look  at  the  whole  of  the  conduct 
of  Pvlinisters  since  they  came  into  office,  and 
by  that  they  wished  to  be  tried.  Their  con- 
duct when  they  first  came  into  office,  did  not 
tend  to  weaken  the  exertions  of  our  naval  and 
military  force  ;  and  in  proof  of  this  assertion, 
he  need  only  refer  to  what  had  passed  at  Co-« 
penhagen,  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  in 
Egypt.  If  they  were  to  be  judged  by  the 
convention  with  the  Northern  powers,  he 
could  only  say,  that  upon  that  subject  they 
had  received  the  decided  approbation  of  Par- 
liam.ent.  With  respect  to  the  prdim.inary 
treaty  of  peace,  upon  that  point  also  they  had 
received  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  and 
of  a  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  under  whose  support 
they  were  proud  to  shelter  themselves. — It 
had  been  said,  that  when  peace  was  made,  as- 
surances v.'tre  held  out,  that  every  thing  was 
to  be  amity  and  friendship.  If  Noble  Lords 
would  look  to  the  address  which  was 
voted  upon  that  occasion,  they  would  find 
that  it  contained  very  different  language. 
That  Government  was  sincere  in  its  wish  for 
peace,  was  proved  by  their  conduct  after  the 
signature  of  the  definitive  treaty;  they  dis- 
banded 70,000  militia,  20.000  fencibles,  and  as 
great  a  number  of  ether  troops,  foreign   an^ 
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English,  who  were  engaged  for  a  limited  time  ; 
and  every  seaman  that  come  home  was  im- 
mediately discharged.  It  had  been  asked, 
why,  if  France  had  shewn  a  hostile  disposi- 
tion, they  had  evacuated  the  Cape  and  other 
places  ?  He  said,  that  Government  would 
not  have  been  justified  in  refusing  to  eva- 
cuate the  Cape,  <xc.  which  they  were  bound 
to  evacuate  by  the  treaty  ;  and  it  would  not 
have  been  very  prudent  then  to  have  gone  to 
war  with  a  reduced  army  and  navy.  With 
regard  to  Switzerland,  Ministers  had  inter- 
fered, and  prevented  the  union  of  Switzerland 
with  France,  as  the  Italian  republic  had  been 
united  to  it.  Though  he  thought  the  Cape  a 
very  important  place,  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  worth  while  risking  a  war  for  it,  as 
he  entertained  no  apprehensions  of  any  attack 
that  could  be  made  npcn  our  Indian  posses- 
sions, as  we  had  in  India  a  native  force  of 
100,000  well-disciplined  men,  besides  ao,ooo 
Europeans.  It  had  been  asserted  that  facts 
did  not  wan^ant  the  assertion  in  the  King's 
message  of  the  8th  of  March  respecting  the 
armaments  in  the  French  and  Dutch  ports. 
There  was,  at  this  time,  a  naval  force  in  the 
Texel,  and  8000  men  who  were  to  be  con- 
veyed to  Louisiana;  the  armament  that  could 
convey  such  a  force  to  such  a  distance,  could 
convey  nearly  three  times  the  number  across 
the  Channel;  there  were  other  preparations  in 
Havre,  in  Dunkirk,  in  Brest,  and  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, capable  in  the  whole  of  con- 
veying a  force  of  50,000  men;  so  that  there 
was  ample  justification  for  that  part  of  the 
message. 

Lord  MuLGRAVE  said  that  all  must  be 
convinced,  that  there  were  three  great  objects 
of  ambition  which  actuated  the  French  go- 
vernment: the  first  was,  to  destroy  the  power 
and  resources  of  this  country  in  India  ;  the 
next,  to  exclude  our  manufactures  and  our 
commerce  from  every  port  in  Europe ;  and 
the  third,  resulting  from  the  attainment  of  the 
other  two,  the  destruction  of  the  independ- 
ence and  prosperity  of  this  great  and  im- 
mortal nation.  These  purposes  had  constantly 
been  the  objects  of  the  French  government, 
whether  in  war  or  in  peace  ;  and  that  these 
were  scill  the  objects  of  that  governm.ent  vye 
must  well  be  convinced,  from  the  warnings 
which  had  fortunately  been  given  to  us.  lie 
would  not  go  at  length  into  the  consideration 
of  the  various  acts  of  hostility  committed  by 
France.  The  intention  of  France  to  invade 
this  country  had  been  fully  explained.  The 
instructions  given  to  the  persons  called  com- 
mercial commissioners,  sent  to  this  country, 
was  of  itself  a  sufficient  explanation  of  that 
purpose.  They  had  been  told  nrom  good  au^- 
thority,  that  the  war  might  probably  be  a 
short  one  ;  he  was  glad  of  it.  He  thought 
every  discussion  was  impolitic  which  went  to 
turn  aiide  the  attention  of  the  people,  which 
*veut  t£  divert  the  high  spirit  and  energies  of 


the  nation  from  the  grand  object  of  the  ag- 
gressions of  the  enemy.  It  behoved  the  ho- 
nour of  the  House,  and  it  was  important  to 
the  safety  and  security  of  this  country,  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  discussing  who  should 
take  m.easures  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
at  the  period  when  they  should  be  discussing 
whether  those  measures  ought  to  be  taken. 
For  these  reasons  he  did  not  think  that  either 
the  original  motion,  or  the  previous  question, 
ought  to  be  discussed;  and  he  should  there- 
fore move,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  said,  that  every  per- 
son must  wish  that  Ministers  should  answer 
the  charges  which  had  been  brought  against 
them.  They  were  told  this  was  not  the  time 
to  inquire  into  their  conduct,  but  they  had 
been  told  during  a  period  of  war,  that  that 
was  not  the  time,  in  peace  it  was  not  the  time; 
he  should  like  to  know  when  was  the  time  to 
make  that  inquiry.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
their  duty  to  inquire  ;  and  if  they  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, it  was  their  duty  to  address  his  Majesty, 
praying,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
admit  to  his  councils  more  of  the  talents  of 
the  country.  He  charged  Ministers  with  not 
possessing  those  talents  which  were  necessary 
for  the  carrying  into  efFect  the  measures  re- 
quired for  the  prosecution  of  the  contest  in 
which  we  were  engaged.  With  respect 
to  the  absence  of  all  communication  to  Parlia- 
ment, respecting  the  dispute  between  this 
country  and  France,  tliere  never  was  a  period 
pregnant  with  so  much  danger,  in  which  his 
Majesty's  speech,  at  the  commencement  of  a 
session  like  the  present,  had  afforded  so  little 
information.  Much  had  been  urged  on  the 
subjects  of  Piedmont  and  Switzerland,  and 
several  other  topics  which  had  never  been  sa- 
tisfactorily explained  by  Ministers ;  and  now 
when  they  looked  at  his  Majesty's  Declaration, 
they  found  that  those  topics  were  urged  with 
even  greater  force  than  had  been  before  applied 
to  them,  yet  no  information  was  given  to  Par- 
liament upon  these  subjects;  on  the  contrary, 
Ministers  had  continually  held  out  hopes  of  a 
permanent  peace,  and  had  talked  of  profound 
peace,  when  they  knew  that  the  country  was' 
on  the  verge  of  war.  Could  they  say,  that  at 
those  periods  when  they  promised  profound 
peace  they  believed  in  its  continuance? 
Could  they  say  so,  when  they  had  sent  Mr. 
Moore  to  Switzerland  to  make  war,  and  par- 
ticularly when  that  mission  was  coupled  with 
an  order  sent  out  for  the  non-evacuation  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  w^ould  have 
been  a  palpable  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  ?  With  respect  to  the  general  con- 
duct of  Ministers  since  the  peace,  it  might  be 
called  moderate,  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
low  and  humble ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
French  Princes,  a  low  and  humble  tone  had 
been  assumed,  which  was  extremely  unbe- 
coming, whilst  a  sentiment  was  attributed  to 
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his  Majesty  on  the  subject,  which  he  was  sure 
never  entered  into  the  mind  of  his  Majesty. 
When  the  commercial  commissioners  were 
sent  to  this  country,  and  their  object  was  dis- 
covered, Ministers  ought  to  have  sent  a  re- 
monstrance that  would  have  made  the  Thuil- 
Jeries  shake.  It  v\-as  certainly  true  that 
Ministers  had  no  det-'re  to  go  to  war,  as  it  was 
evident  from  th*;  documents  before  the  House, 
that  they  had  no  such  desire.  He  did  not 
deny  the  good  inte}itions  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  but  they  had  not  firmness  adequate 
to  encounter  the  perilous  crisis  to  which  we 
wei'e  now  brought. 

The  Earl  of  Caf.rnarvom  said,  that  he  was 
perfectly  convinced,  that  those  people  in  ge- 
neral who  are  the  best  judges,  and  whose 
good  opinions  were  therefore  most  desirable, 
had  not  a  confidence  in  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. He  would  request  their  Lordships 
seriously  to  consider  what  might  be  the  con- 
sequences which  might  arise  from  a  distrust  or 
a  contempt,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  towards 
an  administration.  For  himself,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  he  had  no  confi- 
dence in  Ministers.  He  respected  their  per- 
sonal characters  ;  some  of  them  v.'cre  particu- 
larly deserving  of  esteem  ;  but  in  a  public  view 
of  them,  taken  as  a  body,  he  must  entertain  a 
different  opinion.  They  had,  after  making  an 
inglorious  peace,  a  peace  of  s-^crifices,  a  dis- 
graceful peace,  assured  the  country  of  the 
great  probability  of  its  continuance.  And 
then,  after  a  short  delusive  repose,  they  came 
down  to  Parliament  to  inform  them,  that 
during  that  interval,  vrhen  they  had  been  pro- 
claiming the  duration  of  peace,  they  had 
been  receiving  nothing  but  a  series  of  en- 
croachments, hostile  acts,  aggressive  provoca- 
tions, and  insults  !  Was  thi'j  to  be  the  fruits 
of  their  boasted  peace,  upon  the  grand  expe- 
riment of  whicli  they  reconciled  the  people  to 
the  surrender  of  all  tlieir  victories  ?  By  the 
statement  they  had  laid  on  the  table,  that  state 
of  peace  which  they  had  prepared  for  us  by 
the  improvident  treaty  of  Amiens,  was,  in  fact, 
no  peace  at  all ;  a  peace  of  trouble,  a  peace  of 
war  I  The  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, therefore,  loudly  called  for  censure. 
They  had,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  given  evident 
proofs  of  an  incapacity  for  their  high  and  try- 
ing situations.  He  must  speak  out  :  they 
are  not  qualified  for  the  management  of  the 
state  in  these  times.  The  want  of  abilities 
in  such  great  stations  was  a  state  crime ; 
when  men,  by  an  error,  got  into  such  places, 
and  then,  by  presumption,  remained  in  them, 
after  repeated  proofs  of  their  incapacity,  they 
were  highly  culpable.  The  opinion  of  the 
public  could  not  be  forced  by  Parliament ;  and 
that  public  opinion,  he  would  venture  to  say, 
Avas  decidedly  against  the  capability  of  Minis- 
ters. For  his  own  part,  he  could  not  tell  how 
to  consent  to   drav/  forth  the    last  dregs  of 


comfort  to  aid  the  resources  of  this  country  in 
the  present  arduous  war,  while  such  want  of 
talent  was  to  be  intrusted  with  its  direc- 
tion. However  he  must  feel  the  propriety 
and  prob-^.ble  necessity  of  contributing  to 
the  utmost  for  the  support  of  Government, 
he  must  say  that  the  support  of  those  who 
conducted  the  government,  as  connected  with 
the  general  object,  was  greatly  against  his  in- 
clination. The  House  should  recollect,  as 
had  been  already  said,  upon  the  events  of  this 
war  would  depend  whether  we  should  have 
another  to  conduct. 

Lord  Ellen  EG  ROUGH  said,  he  could  not 
bear  to  hear  the  capacity  of  Ministers  ar- 
raigned by  the  incapable,  or  their  want  of 
knowledge  impeached  by  those  who  knew 
nothing.  At  the  time  that  the  present  Admi- 
nistration came  into  power,  dark  clouds  were 
thickening  every  hour  aroimd  us,  and  he  be- 
lieved no  man  who  did  not  possess  firmness, 
would  have  accepted  of  offices  at  that  period, 
when,  added  to  our  foreign  enemies,  there 
were  still  existing  the  smoking  embers  of  an 
unextinguished  rebellion.  During  that  admi- 
nistration, our  glorious  success  in  Egypt  took 
place,  the  honour  of  the  country  was  sup- 
ported in  every  quarter  of  the  world.  The 
nation,  exhausted  by  a  long  war,  called  for 
peace;  the  peace  was  made,  and  Vvas  approved 
of  both  by  the  Parliament  and  the  people. 
The  peace  was  an  experiment  that  it  was  fit 
and  proper  to  make ;  and  he  was  one  who 
thought  the  experiment  would  have  been 
niore  successful.  He  denied  that  the  peace 
was  a  fraud  ;  it  was  a  scandal  on  the  nation  to 
call  it  a  fraud.  With  respect  to  the  conduct 
of  Ministers  previous  to  the  present  war, 
which  had  been  already  approved  of,  he  con- 
tended that  the  several  other  hostile  acts  were 
not  adequate  causes  for  war,  until  the  coimtry 
saw  that  considerable  efforts  had  been  made  to 
preserve  peace,  and  that  those  efforts  had 
failed.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  were 
not  adequate  causes  in  themselves,  but  they 
Avere  not  justifiable  causes  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  It  had  been  asked,  why 
did  not  Ministers  communicate  to  Parliament 
the  situation  of  affairs  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ?  but  he  asked  any  Noble  Lord  to  lay  hi& 
hand  upon  any  paper,  and  to  say,  that  that 
ought  to  have  been  commimicated  by  his  Ma~ 
iesty's  Ministers  to  Parliament,  pending  a  ne- 
gotiation which  involved  the  question  of  peace 
or  war.  The  Ministers  would,  indeed,  have 
deserved  the  cliarge  of  want  of  firmness,  if 
they  had  come  down  to  Parliament  upon 
every  point  of  the  negotiation,  instead  of 
wtiiting  till  they  could  communicate  the  final 
result.  He  trusted,  therefore,  the  House 
would  shew,  by  its  decision,  that  Ministers 
ought  to  have  that  credit  and  confidence 
which  they  had  so  well  deserved  by  their  con- 
duct.        '  ■       '       .  .',    .. 
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Earl  Spencer  diaclaimed  any  personal  mo- 
tives ill  the  opposition  he  thouicht  it  his  duty 
to  make  to  Ministers.     He  entertained  great 
regard  and  respect  for  tlicm  as  individuals,  but 
the  situation  of  the  country  required  that  he 
should  look  with  suspicion  to  their  conduct  as 
Ministers,     In  considering  the  conduct  of  Mi- 
nisters, it  would  be  necessary  to  take  a  view 
of  their  proceedings  both  before  and  after  the 
treaty  of  peace.     When  that  subject  was  firsL 
discussed  in  Parliament,  his  Majesty's  Mini- 
sters boasted  of  the  security  of  the  peace,  and 
to  the  pledge  of  its  continuance  which  they 
had  given  by  their  assertions  the  country  was 
indebted  for  many  of  the  inconveniences  under 
which  it  now  laboured.     It  had  been  said  that 
Ministers  would  not  have  run  rashly  into  war, 
for  their  popularity  depended  on  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace.     He  acknowledged  the  truth  of 
this ;  but   he  would  ask  whether  it  was  not 
probable  that  this  strong  desire  for  peace  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Mir.istcrs  might  not 
render  them  less  attentive   to  the  terms  on 
wliich  it  was  preserved.     It  had  also  been  con- 
tended that  Ministers  were   driven   into  the 
peace  by  the  universal  call  of  the  country.    He 
must,  however,  beg  of  their  Lordships  to  re- 
collect what  was  the  state  of  the  public  mind 
at  that  time  :  never  was  there  less  clam.our  for 
peace,  and  the  intelligence  of  its  being  agreed 
upon  astonished  every  one.     It  was  true  the 
approbation  given  to  the  peace  by  their  Lord- 
ships  was   nearly    unanimous ;    but    let    the 
Noble  Lord  recollect  what  was  the  ground  of 
that    unanimity.      It   could   not  be  that   the 
country  wished  to  have  peace  on  any  terms : 
No.  The  approbation  was  given  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  doubt  of  itsperm.anerxy.   It 
was  given  in  consequence  of  the  strong  assur- 
ances made  by  Ministers  of  the  certainty  of 
the  long  duration  of  peace,  in  consequence  of 
a  change  which  they  said  had  taken  place  in 
the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  enemy  ;  but 
how  far  Ministers  were  authorized  in  making 
that  assertion,  their  Lordships  would  be  better 
able  to  judge  if  they  were  made  acquainted 
with  what  passed  during  the  negotiation.     It 
had,  from  time  immemorial,  been  the  practice 
of  the   British  government  to  inform  Parlia- 
ment  in    his   Majesty's    speech   at   the  com- 
mencement of  every  session,  of  the  situation 
of  public  affairs,   as  they  respected   foreign 
powers.     How,  then,  were  Ministers  to  jus- 
tify  their   conduct   in   defending   the  treaty, 
wlien   they  knew  that  circumstances  had  oc- 
curred to  render  it  absolutely  incapable  of  ex- 
ecution, and  which  must  soon  drive  the  coun- 
try into  war  ?   He  must  assert,  that  they  could 
not  justify  themselves;  for  if  they  said  that 
those  circumstances  to  which  he  had  alluded 
were  not  causes  for  war,  it  would  then  be  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  shew  how  they  came  to 
be  so  now.     Nothing  could  be  more  ccn^nir- 
able  than  the  conduct  of  Ministers  in  allowing 
aggressions  on  the  part  of  France  to  pass  by 
unnoticed;  nothing  had  been  done  to  put  a 


stop  to  the  conduct  of  France :  by  a  singular' 
inconsistency,  instructions  had  been  given  to- 
Ld.  Whitworth,  dated  the  14th  of  November, 
to  state  that  any  attempt  to  march  French 
troops  into  Holland  would  be  considered  as 
a  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  yet  imme- 
diately after  orders  had  been  sent  out  for  the 
evacuation  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  After 
instances  of  this  kind,  it  was  useless  to  talk  of 
unanimity.  It  was  true  that  it  was  not -pos- 
sible for  the  greatest  wisdom  always  to  ensure 
success ;  but  every  prudent  man  would  wish 
to  see  the  resources  of  the  country  intrusted 
in  hands  which  were  likely  to  give  them  a 
proper  application.  It  was  his  wish  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  support  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  and  to  defend  his  just 
rights  ;  but  it  was  at  the  same  time  his  duty  to 
see  that  the  means  of  the  country  were  not 
wasted  and  misapplied. 

Lord  Mf.lville  said,  that  he  found  himself 
impelled  to  concur  in  the  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment, first,  because  if  this  matter  was  entered 
into  at  all,  it  would  take  up  the  greater  part 
of  the  remainder  of  the  session,  if  it  was  to 
be  adequately  discussed,  and  it  was  better 
not  to  discuss  it  at  all  than  to  discuss 
it  imperfectly ;  secondly,  that  although  this 
was  an  important  point,  and  their  Lordship? 
had  certainly  the  power  of  interfering  to 
address  the  King  to  remove  his  Ministers,  yet 
they  had  also  besides  their  power,  another 
thing  to  consider,  which  was  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion ;  and  he  thought  that  be- 
fore any  thing  else  was  done,  the  House 
should  do  every  thing  in  its  power  to  put  the 
country  into  a  proper  state  for  its  defence  at 
this  most  important  crisis,  as  well  to  encou- 
rage the  people  at  home,  as  to  teach  the 
enem.y  abroad,  that  we  are  an  united  people, 
which  was  not  to  be  accomplished  by  a  party 
struggle  of  who  should  get  places  under  Go-. 
vernment ;  thirdly, because  there  was  no  reason 
for  presuming  that  the  Ministers  did  not  pos- 
sess the  entire  corifidence  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
therefore  if  the  House  addressed  his  Majesty 
to  remove  them,  it  might  not  perhaps  be  quite 
easy  to  agree  upon  others  to  supply  their 
places,  and  this  was  not  a  time  to  be  without 
an  Administration.  His  Lordship  assigned  se- 
veral reasons  why  he  could  not  be  able  to 
assent  to  the  several  propositions  with  which 
the  original  motion  was  proposed  to  be  fol- 
lowed up,  and  some  others  in  which  he  could 
assent  for  disapproving  of  the  conduct  of  Mini- 
sters, particularly  in  giving  up  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  which  he  considered  of  im.mense 
value  to  us  ;  but  all  the;e  topics  he  said  were  of 
much  too  laborious  a  discussion  for  the  present. 

Lord  HoEART  complained  of  the  manner  in 
which  Ministers  were  treated  on  the  present 
occasion.  A  motion  was  made  to  censure 
them — they  were  aware  that  as  they  had  been 
in  a  very  arduous  situation,  in  which  there 
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must  be  many  things  done,  which,  without 
close  examination,  micht  be  disapproved  of, 
they  were  not  anxious  to  havt  an  inquiry  into 
their  conduct,  but  thf  y  were  ready  to  meet  it. 
A  censure  to  be  moved  on  Ministers  was  no 
light  matter,  and  yet  now  it  was  proposed 
that  the  question  should  be  adjourned,  by 
which  they  would  be  left  in  the  same  situation 
as  they  were  in  before  the  debate,  with  the 
difference  only  of  having  had  their  conduct 
complained  of. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  it  was  thought 
Ministers  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  form 
and  manner  in  which  the  subject  was  brou;^ht 
forward.  If  there  was  any  deviation  from  the 
mode  stated  by  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lords 
to  be  the  usual  mode,  it  arose  from  two 
causes:  first,  from  a  desire  to  separate  the 
consideration  of  the  state  of  the  country  from 
every  other  consideration;  secondly,  that  Mi- 
nisters themselves  might  be  prepared  to  take 
what  course  they  liked  best.  He  had  avoided 
saying  any  thing  of  the  conduet  of  the  King's 
Ministers  on  the  night  of  the  discussion  of  the 
question  of  peace  or  war,  upon  the  informa- 
tion laid  before  the  House,  although,  for  the 
last  twelve  months,  he  had  most  undoubtedly 
much  to  state  by  way  of  censure*ipon  them  : 
but  he  abstained  for  two  reasons ;  first,  be- 
cause he  would  not  have  the  people  of  this 
country  suppose  that  any  consideration  could 
supersede  that  of  their  interests ;  secondly, 
that  the  enemy  may  leara,  that,  as  far  as  re- 
gards a  stedfest  opposition  to  them,  we  are  an 
xmited  people.  It  was  true,  there  was  great 
dilFerence  of  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  the 
King's  Ministers ;  but  that  was  a  subject 
which  did  not  mix  with  the  consideration  of 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  the  aggression  and 
insolence  of  whicJi  we  were  determined  to 
resist.  They  had  no  desire  to  embairass  the 
King's  government,  they  had  only  the  desire 
of  performing  their  duty,  that  of  entering 
into  a  consideration  of  the  situation  of  this 
country,  a  situation  which  none  felt  more 
than  those  vv'ho  brought  the  present  subject 
before  their  Lordships.  He  would  ask  whe- 
ther this  could  be  deem.ed  an  unfair  mode  of 
proceeding  ?  No — directly  the  contrary.  It 
was  an  earnest  and  particular  desire  of  doing 
their  duty  in  that  House  as  Peers  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  actuated  those  who  brought  this 
subject  forward,  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  the 
country  itself,  and  also  to  pursue  the  faults 
of  Ministers  with  candour  and  moderation, 
not  con^.plaining  of  those  whom  they  were 
obliged  to  condemn,  u!itil  after  the  other  and 
still  more  important  business  was  disposed  of. 
They  had  not  contented  themselves  with  mak- 
ing a  general  accusation,  but  they  had  pointed 
out  specific  charges.  He  was  prepared  to 
substantiate  those  charges.  A  message  came 
some  time  ago  from  the  Crown,  calling  on  the 
country  to  arm  against  France.  Those  v.'ho 
had  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  King's 


Ministers,  long  before  this  period,  suspended 
ail  their  proceedings  upon  that  subject  imme- 
diately; and  from  the  delivery  of  that  message, 
down  to  the  final  close  of  the  measure,  no 
interruption  took  place  in  the  discussion  of 
the  public  business.  Now  that  business  was 
over,  the  opponents  of  Ministers  came  for- 
ward, and  spoke  sincerely  of  what  appeared 
to  be  their  feults.  His  Noble  and  Learned 
Friend  knew  very  well  that  the  debate  novr 
before  the  House  might  be  turned  into  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  by  any  body,  either  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other.  If  any  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  should  propose  that  this  sub- 
ject should  even  now  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry,  his  Lordship  said  that  he 
would  not  object  to  it.  He  said  thus  much  to 
defend  himself  against  the  imputation  of  harsh- 
ness, and  indeed  Noble  Lords  were  much 
mistaken  if  they  thought  he  had  any  pleasure 
in  bringing  this  business  forward ;  the  truth 
was,  that  he  was  performing  a  very  painful 
duty.  His  Lordship  said,  he  should  not  think 
it  necessary  to  go  much  at  length  into  this 
subject.  'J'he  question  before  the  House,  be- 
fore that  of  the  adjournm.ent,  was  only  a  de- 
claration of  certain  facts,  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  controvert,  and  which  had  not 
been  attempted  to  be  controverted.  It  was 
indeed  stated  by  his  Noble  Friend  who 
brought  forward  this  subject,  that  it  was 
meant  to  be  followed  up  by  other  resolu- 
tions ;  it  would  have  been  trifling  with  the 
House  if  he  had  not  done  so,  because  to  pass 
a  vote  without  some  practical  measure  to  fol- 
low it  up,  v.'ould  have  been  futile  ;  and  there- 
fore his  Noble  Friend  had  given  their  Lord- 
ships to  understand,  that  if  his  first  motion  was 
adopted,  he  should  follow  it  up  by  another, 
ibr  the  removal  of  the  King's  Ministers,  as  it 
was  called  ;  but  that  was  not  the  form  of  the 
resolution  which  his  Noble  Friend  intended  to 
propose  ;  it  was  only  to  express  to  the  King, 
tiiat  the  confidence  of  that  House  was  with- 
drawn from  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  He  was 
anxious  to  speak  upon  these  points,  because 
he  was  afraid  that  the  subject  hitherto  had  not 
obtained  all  the  attention  its  parliamentry  im- 
portance appeared  to  him  to  deserve.  Upon 
the  constitutional  point  in  this  case  his  Lord- 
ship observed,  that  he  was  not  going  to  pledge 
himself  to  the  certainty  of  being  in  the  right 
in  every  thing  he  said  in  that  House,  like  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Loui  who  had  spoken  so 
aiiihoritatively  upon  this  subject,  but  he  be- 
lieved that  no  man  would  deny  that  commu- 
nication from  the  Throne  to  the  Flouses  of 
Parliament  was  a  very  usual  thing,  nor  did  he 
believe  that  any  man  who  had  any  value  for 
the  principles  of  our  constitution  would  deny 
the  propriety  of  these  communications ;  for 
without  inforaiation  of  this  kind  Parliament 
would  not  know  properly  what  duties  it  had 
to  discharge.  This  was  a  point  on  which  he 
saw  no  difficulty  in  the  investigation.  There 
were  some  tUings  v/hich  were  rather  delicate 


r;45j 


PARLIAMENTARY    DEBATES. 


D74& 


to  pursue,  aifl  he  should  touch  upon  them  very 
lighilv.  The  nobL  anJ  learncil  lurd  had  said, 
that  of  all  the  charcres  thit  were  mnde,  the 
cliarsje  tliat  niinibtcrs  did  not  cotne  dmvn  to 
Parliimt  nt  sooner,  was  the  mobt  f  lolish  that 
ever  Wis  exlubited,  and  he  gave  a  challenge  to 
any  on*;  to  siiew  the  cuntrary  :  now  his  lord- 
ship said,  that  at  the  hazard  of  being  calUd  fooi- 
lish  by  the  noolc  and  learned  1  jrd,  he  should 
accept  this  challenge.  He  hid  called  on  anv 
body  to  point  out  what  was  the  communication 
\va^h  ministers  ought  to  have  made  to 
P^r'tament  ;  and  nothwithstanding  the  riik 
he  ran  of  exposing  w!;at  that  noble  and 
learned  lord  called  consuiTimate  ignorance,  he 
would  punt  out,  not  only  one  particular  thing 
which  ministers  ought  to  have  conmiunicated  to 
Parliament,  which  tney  did  not,  but  a  derail  "t 
particular  points  in  which  it  was  the  duiy  of 
the  King's  ministers  to  give  inform  tion  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  order  to  keep  up 
that  which  it  was  essenti;il  to  the  interest  of 
this  country  to  keep  up;  namely,  a  good  under- 
sraniling  between  the  Crown  and  the  twoHou-.es 
of  Parliament.  As  to  tlu-  manner  in  which  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  defended, 
and  what  had  been  said  on  the  terms  of  them, 
and  also  the  tone  of  the  government  with  whom 
we  treated,  and  especiallv  what  had  been  sa  d 
on  the  tone  and  manner  of  the  government  of 
France  after  the  signature  of  the  delmitive 
treaty,  when  it  was  confidently  stated  there  was 
nothing  in  the  character  of  the  government  of 
France,  or  in  the  character  of  the  person  at 
the  head  of  that  government,  which  ought  to 
lead  us  to  suppose  that  the  peace  then  con- 
cluded would  not  be  as  permanent  as  any  this 
country  had  agreed  to  within  the  last  century  ; 
this  his  brdship  said,  he  shjuld  not  now  insist 
upon,  although  it  proved  a  lamentable  want 
of  foresight,  and  might  have  misled  the  public  if 
there  hnd  been  nothing  else  to  do  so  ;  but  in- 
stead of  insisting  upon  this  assertion,  he  would 
take  the  matter  up  after  the  definitive  treatv. 
Tiie  House  had  heard  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Spanish  langues,  which  was  a  meterial  part  of 
the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  ;  there 
was,  he  believed,  no  information  before  tlie 
House  when  thu  abolition  took  place,  although 
that  was  important  on  the  subject  of  Malta.  It 
appeared  by  the  declaration,  th:it  this  abolition 
to.k  place  previous  to  the  execution  <  f  the  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  Amiens,  and  when  this  wis  de- 
bated in  Parliament,  he  told  ministers  and  the 
Houve,  that  the  treaty  was  impracicable  in  the 
10th  article,  on  account  of  the  abolition  of 
the  Spani>h  lani^ue.  He  wo  ild  not  ribk  his 
character  upon  that  matter,  but  his  firm  btlief 
was,  tliat  the  Spanish  langues  hid  b^en  abo- 
lished before  the  ratification  of  that  treaty. — Mi- 
nisters had  better  means  of  mfirmation  thdn 
others,  but  he  had  a  firm  beli-fthat  ;hii  was  so, 
and  that  these  langues  were  abolihhed  before  the 
end  of  March.  This  subject  was  debated  in 
the  House  on  the  I3th  of  ivJay,  and  then  the 
ministers    defended    the   practicability    cf    this 
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1  Oth  article  cf  the  treaty- — This  h?  charged  as 
misbehaviour  in  ministers;  for  by  ihis  they  mis- 
led the  public  ;  tliey  ought  to  have  advised  his 
Ivlajesty  to  inform  the  ''louses  of  Parliimetit 
that  tiie  treay  was  become  inpraticable,  and  then 
the  two  louses  would  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  judging  what  advice  to  give  to  the  tnrone, 
whether  to  endeavour  to  negf^itiarc  for  another 
treaty,  or  to  pursue  the  war.  But  it  WiS  now 
said,  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens  \v,is  only  an  ex- 
periment, if  an  experiment,  it  was  nothingbuc 
an  unfortunate  experiment  :  for  its  duration  was 
very  short,  and  we  made  immense  sacrifices  to 
obtain  it  short  as  it  was  :  saciiices  and  conces- 
sions to  the  enemy,  which  he  was  almost  afraid 
to  mention.  God  only  knew  how  many  soldiers 
and  sailors  were  disbanded,  and  that  wh.n  wc 
li.id  to  deal  with  an  enemy  <'f  a  singular  cha- 
rac'cr  ;  an  enemy  whom  our  utmost  efforts  of 
force  employed  for  years,  had  not  been  able  to 
reduce  to  nioHerition,  our  ministers  endavoured 
to  make  moderate  by  submission  and  concessif.'n. 
Now  he  said,  ih  it  ministers  knrAving  these  things, 
ought  not 'o  have  advised  the  Kinu  totcU  the  tv\o 
Houses  that  we  h  d  a  treaty  with  France,  and 
hid  concluded  peace,  when  at  that  very  moment 
they  knew  that  hat  which  they  c.Iled  a  defini- 
tive treaty  was  an  impracticable  thing  ;  they 
were  told  so,  and  they  defended  the  treaty  : 
this  his  lordsh  p  charged  on  ministers  as  a  ^reat 
misconduct,  wmchh  d  the  effect  of  deluding  the 
public.  This  was  on  the  13ih  or  llthof  Mjy. 
The  session  lasted  six  v/eeks  longer,  and  wc 
proceeded  on  the  expeiiment  of  peace,  and  to 
make  great  reductions,  as  if  vve  had  seuired 
peace.  The  session  lasted  until  the  9th  of  June, 
If  their  lordships  wished  to  know  how  "^'arliament 
acted  afterwirds,  he  would  ref'.r  them  to  the 
journals,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session  cf  j'arliament,  wherein  he  thanks  hi» 
Majesty  for  having  procured  to  hisfauhful  sub- 
jects the  blessings  of  peace. — Now,  undoubtedly, 
the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  not 
one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  but  he  was  one 
of  those  who  were  deluded  by  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, and  contributed  in  deluding  the  public  ; 
and  what  was  his  Majesty's  answer  to  that 
speech  r  He  advised  his  subjects  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  advantages  of  peace,  at  the  very- 
time  that  ministers  knew  that  the  treaty  they 
had  agreed  to  was  impracticable. —  He  contended 
we  ouiiht  ro  hive  the  truth  as  they  knew  it  to  be, 
His  lordship  then  came  to  the  constitutional  part 
of  the  case,  and  maintained  that  whatever  might 
be  said  to  the  contr.ry  by  any  man,  ha-ned  or 
unlearned,  it  was  the  practice  of  our  govern- 
ment, uniformly,  fr  m  -.he  revolution  down- 
wards,  for  the  Crown  always  upon  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  to  inform  the  tw  .  Houses  of  the 
internal  state  of  the  country,  ard  all  its  external 
relations,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  for  theT 
advice  on  all  these  points,  as  advice  might  be 
necessary,  a  practice  in  which  consisted  the 
freedom  of  the  state,  and  witiiout  wh.xh  oiinr 
did  not  deserve  the  name  of  a  free  stute.  Hk 
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lordship  said  he  looked  carefully  ovpr  all  the 
Journals  from  the  vme  <  f  the  rcvoluticn  to  the 
present,  and  he  wouM  veiuuie  to  affirn,  tiiere 
was  not  3  single  instcince  jn  which,  it  there  was 
any  thing  important  to  be  co;nniuiiicated,  it  was 
not  comiTiunicated  from  tlie  throne  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  ;  and  many  instances  oc- 
curred, n  which  not  only  the  circun^stanccs 
stated,  but  the  advice  cf  Parliament  was  spe- 
cifically Bsked  upon  them  :  these  things  fre- 
quenily  occurred  in  the  n.-ign  of  Queen  Anne 
and  King  \\''illiam,  and  there  were  many  in- 
stances of  a  similar  k<r\d  in  the  il'unri'  us  prede- 
cessors of  his  present  Mijesty,  George  1.  and  II. 
Here  his  lordship  specifud  seveial,  and  ob- 
served, that  not  one  of  them  was  a  case  of  so 
inuch  importance  as  the  prcstnt  :  he  was  there- 
fore n  t  afia.d  of  the  rebuke  of  the  learnid  lord 
who  had  tiken  upon  hiais.lf  to  pron  -unce  upon 
this  subject  in  so  pcrempt  )ry  a  fne  ;  he  ^sked 
for  no  more  than  that  governm.fct.t  sh  uld  follow 
the  precedents  of  their  ancestors,  for  "  jaj.v 
si/Jier  fi'as  anliquas,"  was  a  good  maxim.  His 
lord>h  p  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  many 
ether  pcnts  wh'ch  were  w  thin  the  knowldge 
of  the  ministers,  and  which  it  was  their  duty 
to  have  co.mmunitatcd  to  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, and  which  manifested  the  hostile  dis- 
position of  the  enemy,  and  by  which  the  public 
would  have  saved  from  the  enls  to  which  they 
li;:d  been  exposed  by  the  delusion.  In  one 
■word,  there  wis  no  one  fict  complained  of  in 
his  Majesty's  declaration  ag;inst  France,  th?.t 
Tvas  not  known  to  ministers  so  long  ago  as  No- 
Tember  last,  except  the  publication  "of  Sebas- 
tiani's  report, —  His  lordship  proceeded  to  ani- 
madvert upon  various  ether  topics  connected 
■with  the  suiiject  under  discussi-n.  and  argued 
considerably  in  detail  as  to  the  ill  consequence^ 
produced  by  the  measures  adopt- d  by  minister^. 
He  insta'-.ctd,  amongst  f;ther  points,  the  losses 
suffered  by  the  Sovereign  as  elector  of  Hanover, 
and  the  situation  to  v4i;ch  the  house  of  Orange 
was  reduced.  If  the  conduct  adopted  by  inl- 
»isters,.  w;rh  respect  to  Swis'-erland,  were 
wise  in  Octi^ber,  it  would  be  more  wise  in 
June,  when  their  land  force  wastweniy  thou- 
sand men  srr  nger,  and  they  ha^  a  powerful 
jiavv  to  art  wuh  ;  but  their  interference  on 
that  head  wts  too  late,  and  before  our  messenger 
reached  V^nna  wiih  propositions  to  the  Em- 
peror, Swisserland  was  in  possession  of  the 
French  troops.  Th  ir  orders  with  re  pect  t) 
the  Cape  were,  under  the  circumstances  rhty 
had  sent  ihcni,  unjustifiable — they  sh'  uld  have 
dispatched  spirited  remonstiances  in  the  first 
instance  ;  and  after  all  that  had  been  said  that 
night,  thty  surrendered  the  Cape,  at  a  time 
when  a  powerful  body  c.f  French  troops  were  in 
the  heaii  cf  Holland.  Their  cinduct  with  re- 
spect to  Malta,  was  weak  and  imp.litic  in  the 
extreme,  as  most  forcibly  appeared  in  a  docu- 
ment published  at  the  oiherside  of  the  water, 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  t'''e  Russians  were 
adverse  to  the  measures  taken  with  respect  to 
that  island;  and  that  they  were  even  contrary  to 


existinji  entagements  between  this  country  and 
that  patent  ite.  After  touching  upon  tlie  affair 
of  Egypt,  hs  proceeded  to  fjnimadvett  upon  the 
conduct  ii  ministers  with  respect  to  different 
rovai  ci.mniunications  to  I'arlnmcnr,  which,  for 
want  of  suiiicient  expiicitness,  were  pi-oductive 
of  the  most,  injunL-us  consecjuences  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  (he  country.  He  then  com-- 
mented  upon  the  tenor  and  drift  of  so-ve  of 
the  nsolutions,  and  thought  th^t  the  at;'0j,~tic4" 
thereof  could  in  no  point  of  \  icw  be  productive 
of  mischief,  nor  couid  it  militate  against  the 
disch->rge    of  any   of  the   duties   of  tliat  House. 

The  Loi^D  Chancellor  totally  disapprov- 
ed ihe  motion  for  an  adjourno-.ent,  because,  if 
carried,  it  left  a  st-'in  on  the  conduct  of  mintstry 
which  their  excttions  for  the  country  did 
by  no  U'cans  merit.  J  t  administration  v.'crc 
weak,  why  attempt  to  diminish  their  influence 
with  the  coun  ry  by  a  censure  of  their  con- 
duct .-  The  motion  for  adjournment  not  only 
v/ent  to  tluit  extent  ;  but  would,  if  carried,  by 
bringing  the  government  into  disrepute,  tend 
to  impede  their  operations  for  the  interests 
of  the  state.  Instead  of  pressing  motions  <if  this 
nature  at  this  particular  period,  when  all  the  de- 
partments ..  f  government  ought  to  be  invigo- 
rated, it  would  be  more  liberal  and  pHtriotic  to 
suggest  and  support  some  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  against  the  common  enemy. 
W^hat  would  Buonaparte  think,  if  he  found  that 
the  very  same  <jovernment,  whose  conduct  had 
been  so  highly  approved,  on  the  discussion  of  the 
official  papers  respecting  the  late  negotiation, 
were  sam.e  few  days  after  censured  by  the  very 
same  Parliament  .'  Such  an  idea  was  both  ri- 
diculous and  absurd,  and  he  hoped  would  not 
receive  the  approbation  of  their  lordships  It 
would  tend  to  remove  all  thouiihts  of  peace 
to  a  very  remote  period,  by  enc<iuraging  the 
enemy  to  the  full  and  persevering  e.-.ercise  of  his 
power.  If  the  First  Consul  found  that  any  want 
of  unanimity  prevailed  in  Parliament,  it  w.  uld 
stimulate  him  to  the  m.ost  active  exertions 
agdin-t  our  government  buch  a  motion,  there- 
fore, as  was  now  before  them,  if  carried, 
would  disappoint  the  iiopes  of  the  best  men, 
and  operate  even  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the 
respectable  characters  who  supported  it.  He 
would  not  accuse  those  who  supported  the  mo- 
tion ffif  a  mischievous  intent,  but  he  was  fully 
persuaded,  that  it  would  not  tend  to  accelerate 
the  operations  of  government  against  the  enemy. 

Lord  Grantley  thought  the  present  mi- 
nistry in  many  instances  censurable.  He  was, 
h  wever,  of  opinion,  that  on  this  trying  occa- 
sion, when  the  greatest  exertions  were  neces- 
sary, the  arm  of  power  ought  to  be  strength- 
ened, instead  of  weakened.  In  th's  view,  he 
would  much  sooner  pass  a  vote  of  thanks  than 
that  of  censure  on  the  cosduct  of  the  present 
administration. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  condemned  those  who 
now  governed  public  affairs,  as  inadequate  to 
the  bituations  in  which  they  v/ere  placed. 
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(Min.    S/O). 


["Censurf,  of  MijjisTERs.] Col.  Patten  faid 

j(f  w^.s  with  leluciifjcc  he  rose  to  draw  the  attcii- 
tioH  "f  cite  iicii  c  to  sucii  a  subject  as  lie  had  now 
to  fubmit  to  their  considfration.  The  House 
would  recollect  the  charticter  which  he  held  with- 
in those  walls  ;  he  liad  no  communici4tio!t  with 
gentlemen  on  th^  oic  sitle,  nor  did  he  evince. m  dir,- 
po.-'ition  u'litoinily  to  o^ipi  s?  gentltnitn  on  the 
other.  JUi:,  whi  n  he  f;  and  his  lountr-y  involved 
in  war,  and  th,)i.glu  thai  that  war  might  have 
becM  avoided,  as  ;'.lso  tliat  ministers  were  culpable 
in  'Iclaying  it  s;)  long,  he  must  beg  the  Inilulgtnce 
or'  tiie  House  while  he  eadtav.iurcd  to  point  out 
to  th.cm  in  wh^tt  manner  the  conduct  ot  his  Ma- 
jesty's miristcis  was  deserving  of  crimination,  or 
at  least  (»f  censure,  la  the  first  place  he  must  re- 
quest ihe  House  to  pay  att-ntion  while  he  reafi  a 
partef  his  Majesty's  declaiation,  whif.ii  expressly 
says  that  "  the  period  iviiiih  has  elapsed  since 
*'  the  conclusion  of  th.-  t'ehniiive  re-ity,  has  hctn 
"  m.irked  with  one  continued  series  of  ai^tjression, 
"  viol-.nce,  and  insult,  on  the  part  of  tiie  Fre.'icli 
"  government."  If  this  weie  true  (and  of  the 
truth  (if  it  lie  hid  no  leasmi  to  doubt),  miifiateis 
were  m:>sr  undoubtedly  culpable  in  with-liolding 
that  communication  ftotn  the  P^rli anient  of  liie 
Country  for  such  alengili  of  time.  Mii:i5tets  had 
since  th.'. t  peiiod  htid  out  a  li^^pe  of  peace,  and 
even  given  a  conHden.ia!  assut;ince  to  Parliament 
tiiat  theie  wa  .  n-i  ptobahility  ot  the  treaty  bc-ing 
broken,  ^^ut  tiieir  orders  .ind  their  countcr-;>iders 
were  siifScient  evidence  of  their  knowledge  to  the 
contrary.  Respect  for  the  opinions  and  the  feel- 
ings of  his  brother  subjects  induced  him  to  come 
to  this  public  explanation,  as  it  appeared  to  him 
no  more  than  fair,  no  more  than  justice  and  ho- 
nour demanded,  that  the  people  of  a  fixe  country 
siiould  be  informed  of  what  was  the  cause  of  their 
being  involvfd  in  the  horrors  of  war,  or  v.diat  v/ere 
the  endeavours  of  their  rulers  to  avert  that  evil. 
.He  was  deterred,  however,  from  bringing  torward 
his  promised  motion  by  what  he  thouglu  no  more 
than  a  becoming  deference  to  tlie  opinions  of  those 
wli  j>e  ability  and  discrimination,  lie  was  wi  II  con- 
vinced, was  far  f upeiior  to  his  own.  At  length, 
finding  the  Hou.<;e  and  the  Country  still  continue 
in  a  state  of  uucei  tainty ;  finding  so  much  douht, 
perplexity  and  ambiguity  hang  over  the  .sort  of 
explanation  that  was  yven  them,  he  felt  it  his  du- 
ty to  complain  of  sucii  conduct  in  tiie  face  of  the 
House  and  of  the  Country,  in  order  that  the  case 
might  be  judged  ot  fairly  hetv/een  him  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  country,  and  that  those  per- 
sons who  were  more  experienced  in  politics  and 
more  eloquent  in  speech,  might  deliver  their  opi- 
nion, and  that  the  House  might  come  to  a  positive 
decision  on  the  questioK.  He  was  well  convinced 
that,  uhatevcr  might  be  the  event  of  hii  motion 
in  that  House,  he  was  borne  out  in  his  opinions 
by  tiie  sentiments  of  the  people  ot  Great  Britain  : 
they  heard  of  increased  expenses,  they  saw  their 
trade  becoming  stap;nated,  and  commerce  stood 
dismayed  and  appadlcd;  and  all  this  with  only 
the  general  asset  tion  ot  aggravation  and  insult  on 
the  part  of  the  French  government  !  He  disclaim- 
ed any  pers.>iiiil  aversion  to  the  gentlemen  who 
jiov/  direc  ed  his  Majesty's  councils;  no  doubt 
there  weix  many  worthy  and  respectable  cbarac- 


I  tcrs    among;  them. — But    he  wisheJ  to   see  tl«t 
Brnch  (pointing  to  l!i=  Treiisury  Bench)  filled  with 
I  all  the  talent   and   ability  of  the   coinnry  at  this 
'  momentous  crisis.     He  luid   nothing  to  wish,  no- 
thing  to    hope,  and  Uothitig  to   tear  iinm    thar  or 
any  adminisiiaiion  ;   but  at  a  period  like  the  pre- 
1  sent  he  th.ought  it  his  duty,  as  a  reprisentative  of 
;  the  people,  wliose  deare.t  interests  were  so  imme- 
j  diately  at  their  disposal,'  to  v/arn  the  House  'against 
;  giving  their  confidence,  and   if  the  Hou.-c  should 
concur   in    opinion  with  him,  to  catition  our  most 
'  Gracious  Sovereign   agains:   the  d.mcer  of  longer 
entrusting  the  conduct  of  his  alTidis  to  men  so  in- 

i  capable  of  guiding  the  helm  of  the  State. He 

declartd  he  liad  been  influenced  in  tiie  conduct  he 
I  had  pursued   sol;ly   by  his  ovvn  feelings,  and  his 
I  own  conviction  ol  duty.     He  knew,  iiowever,  that 
[  in  consequence  of  the   part  Ik.  had  taken,  he  bad 
\  been  made  th.-   sul  jcct  of  n  uch  calumtiy  ;  so  far 
'  as  tlie  slanderous   leports    allect  himself  only,  lits 
was  indiilertnt  to  tlieni,   and  there  lore  would  not 
be  dispo.=  "d   to  allude   to   them  there;   but  when 
they  implicated   others,   v.hea  they  affected  those 
luiii.  friends  whotn.  he  must  lespect,  it  wis  impos- 
sible to  p.7.ss  them  nutiotieed,     J-le  therefore,  po- 
sitively  declared,   th.-.t  at  the  time  he  first  ofl'ercd 
his  motion  to  the  H(>use,   he  lad  no  consultatioa 
with  the  hon  gent,  tie  ir  to  hirr.,  nor  liad  he  since 
up  to  tl'MS  time  conrccrted  any  measure  with  them 
respecting  the  mode  or  time  of  bunging  it  forvpard. 
FSnt  it  1,3d    been    stated   that   he  was  the  tool  of 
those  h.)n.  gentlemen  ;  that   he   r.as   only  tlie  in- 
strument .which  they  employed   fur   breaking  the 
ground    they  wete   afiei'waids   to   cultivate  tiicm- 
selves.     All  tliciC  calpmuies  were  as  fal.-c  as  they 
were  malignant.     Th.s  vindicatu  n  w/^s  due  to  the 
fliaraciers  of  his  iiuti.  frie-^ds  ;   but  lie  should  not 
do  justice   to   himself,  if  lie  did  not  state  that  he 
was   proud  to  be   classed  with  m^n  v.dio  by  their 
■foie.'ight  and  firmness  had  rendered  surh  essentia! 
services  to  their  countiy.     He  should  be  ashamed 
of   himself,   if  he  were   not    happy  to   be  classed 
with  men  who,   for   their   abintes   as   statesmen, 
were  not  only  the  ^diniraticn  of  this  country,  but 
looked  up  to  with  levertnce  by  all  theCiibinets  of 
Europe.     Notwitbstandiig  all  that  had  been  said 
tespecti  g  the  preparations  in  the  ports  ot  J'rance, 
he  vvas  Convinced  that  at  the  time  the  Me^sag€  of 
the  Sth   of    \iarth  vi-as   delivered    to    the    house, 
there  v/erc   no  prep.'ratiuns  made  in  the  ports  of 
France,  with  any  hostde  view  towards  this  coun- 
try.    As    to   the  hostile  disposition  of  France,  at 
that  time,  as  well  as  before  and    ince,  there  ccuid 
be  no  doubt.     He  nicvt  r  entertained  the  idea  that 
this  country  was   immediately  endangeicd   by  the 
preparations  of  France       Her  views  were  first  di- 
rected to  Egypt,  to  the  enibai  rassmcnt  of  aih  com- 
merce ,  but  there  was  no  doubt  th:it  their  ultimate 
object  was  to  strike  at  the  very  root  of  our  inde- 
pendence,    Ministe;s  complained   of  the   aggres- 
sions and   insults   (<f  France,  but  had  taken  no 
means   to   repel   rhein.     He  ihnu'^ht   it  was  with 
countries,  as  widi   individuals,  when   one   injury- 
was   submitted  to,  another  was   invited.     Amon^ 
the   aggressions   of  France,   recapitulated   in    r!ic 
declaration,  the  invasion  of  Swisserland  was  one 
of  tiie  most  prominent.     He  could  not  help  feel- 
ing more  Kor  the  Swiss,  than  for  any  taher  people 
the  French  had  nnjusdy  attacked.     Hike  us,   they 
had  free  institutions   h^uied  down  to   them  from 
their   ancestors.     They  hid    bravely   snuggled    to 
defen.d  their  freedom  and  iadepcntlcnce  a^aiasft 
*  3  B  3 
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France,  but  th?y  had  Veen  overpowered.  Their 
manly  conduct  hnd  piocured  for  them  the  invete- 
rate hostility  of  Fiance.  'J'he  petty  states  of 
Italy  might  he  permitted  to  live  at  peace,  while 
they  were  subjected  lo  truck  and  baiter;  but  the 
Pirst  Con";ul  would  never  forgive  the  ftand  made 
for  freedom  liy  Switzerland.  In  proportion  as 
countries  were  ftec  and  happy,  in  proportion  did 
they  becorr.e  tlie  objects  of  jealoujy  on  tlie  part  ot 
the  French  government  ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that   the  gieat    liostility   ot    Buonaparte    to    this 

country  was   founded   on   that  principle. The 

hon.  member  tiien  adverted  to  the  communica- 
tions with  Mr.  Merry  on  that  subject,  to  the  orders 
for  the  suiender  of  the  Cape,  to  the  counter  or- 
ders, to  the  possession  of  Parma,  Placentia,  &c. 
and  observed  that,  from  all  these  things,  it  ap- 
peared the  French  government  had  done  every 
thing  but  making  a  direct  att.ick  upon  our  own 
country.  He  must  therefoie  ciiatge  ministers 
with  holding  out  improper  hope,  of  peace  to  Par- 
liament, at  a  time  when  th;  y  were  compromising 
the  honour  of  the  country  by  protraction,  and 
■when  they  could  not  themselves  see  any  sure 
foundation  for  a  supposition  that  peace  could  be 
much  longer  enjoyed,  consistent  v.'ith  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  nation.  He  need  refer  to  no 
othei  proof  than  the  papers  on  tlie  table,  to  shew 
that  ministers  had,  by  their  coudu''t,  compro- 
mised the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  country,  and 
lowered  and  debased  the  spirit  ot  the  people. 

Col  GR.Af!.\M  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  house 
a  few  moments.  Abiut  two  hours  before  he 
came  down,  Gen.  Pig  .t  called  upon  him  with  Mr. 
Cobbett's  Register,  which,  probably  contained 
the  ?arr.c  papers  which  h  id  been  moved  for  bv  an 
hon.  getrt.  yesterday,  concerning  Malta.  He  was 
particularly  te<]uested  to  say,  from  Gen. Pigor, that 
those  paper-,  contained  the  most  gross  misrepre- 
sentation.- and   cliarges  .igiinst  his  character. 

Coi..  l3\sT.\RDih  lught  tl:  it  if  the  stne  of  the  na- 
tion was  fairly  laid  before  Parliament,  it  would  be 
the  best  justification  of  tlie  conduct  <.>f  ministers. 
The  situation  of  the  country  was  one  of  great 
anxiety,  but  wis  it  to  be  attiibnttd  to  the  late  or 
to_  the  prvsent  administration  ?  The  present  ad- 
mini'tt^^ition  had  come  into  p'^wer  at  a  most  criti- 
cal period,  and  had  acti  li  under  diiTicuhic;^  vinpa- 
jalkled  I  hey  found  the  who'e  chain  of  connex- 
ion with  which  this  country  had  acttd,  broken, 
and  the  tour  try  disconitntcd  in  a  very  high  de- 
gree ;  tl'c  circumstances  in  which  ihey  \vcreplacrd 
compelled  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and,  in  hrs  opi- 
EiOH,  rriade  it  prudent  not  to  push  every  point  of 
aggicfsion.  When  he  .said  he  heard  tv.o  opposite 
pjrties,  the  one  accusing  ministers  of  being  too 
rash,  and  the  other  of  being  loo  timid,  ht  con- 
cluded thut  ministers  had  acted  just  as  they  ought 
to  have  done.  It  required  more  fortitude  to  bea.°an 
insult  than  lo  re-en t  one.  A  r^an  worn  out  ougl.t 
not  to  Httcmpt  to  combat  with  another  in  "uU 
health  anri  vigr-ur;  and  we  required  time  to  i-ericw 

curstiengih .Mr,  I.  H.  Buowne  .sa^d   tli/.t  the 

drlFiculties  and  d  ».ngers  to  whrch  the  hois.  gent 
alluded  origin-ted  with  the  former,  and  not  with 
the  present  administration.  He  did  not  thii^k  it 
riglit  at  this  critical  moment  when  all  agree,  itt  the 
propriety  o'  suirporting  the  c<.untrv  against  he 
dangers  Tvhich  threaten  it,  to  inicrrupt  the  h,ir- 
mony  a. id  uniinimity  of  the  House  bv  any  vute  o! 
rensuic  on  iiis  iVJajf-stv's  government,  the  con- 
tia.wa  of  the  Treaty  0/ Ajjiicn-s  he  thought  ptaise- 


worthy  in  tne  present  administration.  While 
France  continued  to  violate  only  lie  spirit  of  the 
treaty,  he  thought  it  most  wise  to  avoid  hostili- 
ties; but  when  she  came  to  violae  the  Icitei  of 
the  trc-itv,  that  wa»  a  point  to  stand  on,  there  he 
thought  it  fit  to  teit.  He  thought  in'etd  it  v/as 
imp<  .ssible  for  any  gent,  who  was  not  more  than  a 
mete  Member  ot  Parliaintni,  to  decide  up.n  the 
piipiietyof  the  point  on  which  a  stand  should 
be  made,  amid.st  so  many  acts  of  aggravation  and 
insulr.  A  wish  had  been  expressed  by  an  hon. 
gent.  o;)p(  s;te  Itim  (Mr.  Patten)  10  sec  all  the 
taUnts,  all  the  abibty  of  the  country  on  rhe 
Treasury  Bench.  He  ^grced  in  tire  ser  t'mtiit; 
but  it  was  net  high  sounding  words  or  eloquence 
of  language;  it  was  not  attachment  to  names  or 
persons  which  should  attract  his  voice  or  bias  his 

judgment. J.ord  Ken'si.njgton  declared  that  at 

the  present  critical  moment  the  House  had  aright 
to  know  whatever  concerned  their  political  situa- 
tion. The  hon  gent,  who  spoke  last,  had  observ- 
ed, that  the  difhculties  and  dangers  to  which  we 
were  now  exposed,  had  originated  with  the  former 
ministers.  He  denied  that  this  was  the  case. 
Their  administration  had  been  high  and  honour- 
able, and  at  the  very  conclusion  was  glorious  to 
tlie  Rritisli  name.  T'he  conduct  of  the  present 
ministers  had  been  deceitful,  and  unwise,  and  sub- 
nrissive.  The  N.  Ld.  then  read  an  extract  from 
his  Majesty'.s  Declaration,  expressive  of  the  re- 
peated acts  of  insult  and  aggression  on  the  part  of 
the  French  government,  ever  since  the  signing  the 
Treaty  t)f  Amiens.  That  Treaty  was  discussed  on 
the  14th  ot  May  ;  after  that,  the  sequestration  of 
the  property  belonging  to  the  Spanish  Langitc, 
tl;c  anntxrition  of  the  island  of  Elba,  &c. ;  but  all 
prior  to  the  2,,.'  of  November,  the  day  on  v,hicli 
the  Rt.  H<:n.  Gent,  opposite  to  him  (the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer)  assured  that  House,  there 
was  DO  probability  of  the  treaty  being  broken. 
I'hc  vicus  of  France  were  obvious  to  the  whole 
world,  iuid  every  one  was  acquainted  with  the  in- 
sults sb.c  had  hcapeil  upon  us,  and  yet  minisicrs 
tool,  no  measures  to  counteract  her  designs,  nor  to 
resent  her  insulting  conduct. 

Lord  I'smtle. With  respect  to  the  first  re- 
solution, little  remains  lo  be  said.  His  Majes- 
ty's declaration  speaks  for  itself,  and,  in  this 
liouse,  i'i  only  to  be  considered  as  the  Imguage  of 
H.  M's  miriisters.  They  have  observed,  and  they 
have  lamented  "  that  the  system  of  aggression, 
'♦  violence,  and  aggrandisement  which  ch:iracte- 
"  ri'e  the  proceedings  of  the  difTcrent  governments 
"  ol  France,  during  the  war,  has  been  cintitiued, 
*'  with  as  little  disguise,  since  its  terrritiHtion." 
At  length,  then,  we  have  a  bold  avowil  ot  the 
opinion  which  H.  M's  ministers  have  held  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  tire  French  government,  during 
the  peace.  At  lengrti,  we  are  told,  that  every 
principle  of  fraud,  of  violence,  and  of  rapine, 
upon  vvhich  the  dilFerent  -anguirrary  governni'tiits 
have  acted,  at  the  difTcrent  periods  O"  the  revolu- 
tion, have  been  equally  the  rule  oi  conduct  of  him, 
who  nov>r  holds  in  his  h.inds,  the  reins  of  power 
in  that  country;  we  5  ic  told  th  t  the  same  detes- 
table system  (i(  policy  winch  dictatcil  th^t  ambi- 
tious and  boasting  1  eiiace,  that  France  and  Fng- 
l^nl!  should  never  exist  t^i^ether  in  the  same  hc- 
niifpheie;  which  sent  Buoiiapane  to  feize  by 
force  of  arms,  a  country  the  possession  of  a  power 
then  in  nmity  with  France,  rot  tlie  avowed  object 
of  striking  a  blov*  at  the  Indian  intertsls  ot  thK 
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«runrry,  who  secured  his  entry  into  that  country, 
bidisavowing  his  taiih,    by  boasting  chat  he  hail 
ben    the   means   of   overturning   altars   and    ilis- 
pffsing  the  minisrers  of  his  religion,  by  tumpilng 
u;on   the   bible,   swearing  by  the  koran,  who  tc- 
ctred  his  retieat  from  liiai  rmmtiy  i>y  destroying 
ii    cold   and  deliberate  cruel  y  the  miserable  jm- 
«»ners  who  had  (alien  into  li'.:^  hands,  and  by  poi- 
soning his  own  wounHed  and  defenceless  soldiers  ; 
the   5ame  feelings  which  dictated,  an  I   the   same 
revenge  which  prompted  the   exectitioa   of  every 
ict  "t  liostihty,  ot  rapiiiC,    and   of  horror  ai;a  ns( 
this   country  and   the  world   nuiing   the  dillcreiir 
periods   ol   his   power,    have  existed  at  every  mo- 
ment since  the  peace.     How  H.  M's  minisiers  can 
justify  this   tardy  avowal;   liow  they  can  prcbume 
to  come  down  to  this  House,  wiih  the  declaration 
in  their    hands,  with    tlie   confession  unwillii  <;iy 
diawn  fioni  them  of  the  existence  of  jiioicedings 
which  ihty  now  say  theyh^ivc  seen  and   felt  ever 
since  the  peace  was  signed,  how  they  came  to  tell 
us,  now,  that  nothing  but  hostility  and  aggression 
existed    at  periods  when  they  told  us  that  nothing 
but   harmony  and   profound   peace   picvaiied,  re- 
mains  for   their   further  ingennity  to  explain.     A 
reference  to  their  pailiamentnry conduct  ever  since 
the  I'leaiy  of  Amiens,  will  {.licw,   ihat    instead  ot 
putting     us     upon    our     guard     against    dangers 
•whi;h  we  now  Hnd  they  knew  existed,   instead  of 
stimulating   our    watchfulness    and    encouraging 
our   vigdaace,  they  have  universally,   at    the  tiif- 
feicnt  periods    I  allude  to,   tried  to  lull  the  coun- 
try into  a  security,  which   they  now    tell   us    was 
not  warranted    by  the   tact,   and    inspire    us  with 
hiipcs,  which   tiic^   now  dcclaie   thev  knew  to  be 
fallacious.     On  the  2^,V  t/A'ox'.  iS.sjz,  the  Chancel- 
lor  of  the    Exthef]utr    chclarcd,   in    this    House, 
*'  that    theic  was  nothing  that   indicated   the  rc- 
**   ncwal  ot  hostilities  wit^i  France."    Look  to  tlie 
events   of  that    period   as  collected  in  tlie  p^ipcrs 
upon  your  table,  recollect  the  public  circuiiisian- 
ces  of  F,uroi;e  at  that  time,  and  then  say  whether 
ministers  were  justified    in    what   they  said.     At 
that  very  moment,   there  is  scarce  a  circumstance 
■wbicli  i-.  now  declared  to  be  a  cause  of  war,  or  col- 
lectively   with   ("thers   to    form    a    cause  of  war, 
vhich  did  net  exist  in  its  full   force.     Not  one  of 
the  articles  of  the  Tf  :.ity  of  Amiens   hsd  been  ex- 
ecuted by  France.  Parma  was  annexed  to  her  do- 
minions by  public  pioclamation   d.iied    the  231/0/ 
October.     1  he  system  ot  commciciai  agents,  which 
hat)  been  justly  made  a    cause  of  war,   existed  in 
full  force,  at  the  period  I  allude  to.      With  the  tx- 
cepfjon  of  one  only,  every  instance  of  aggression 
complained  of,   a-;    being    commilted    by    France 
against  the  conmiercc  of  this  country,  had  occurred 
long    betorc   the  73d   cf   November.     It    appeal  s 
trom  the  printed  papers,  that  from  June  to  Octo- 
ber 18c  2,   Mr.  Merry  repeatedly  informed   minis- 
ters  ot   the  diffevent  acts  of  violence  committed 
against   our   merchants   and   their  ships.      On  the 
z^ih  of  October^  Mr.  Meriv  informed  government  of 
the    most  violent  anti   flagrant   breach   of   treaty 
thit  ever  exibtec),  the    cise    of   the    ship    Gmgi', 
when  the  ship  was  condemned  with  ail  her  cargo, 
because  her  captain  had  on  board,  for  /i,'-.  oiur  ^li- 
«/../■  !jic,  knives,    forks,  and  plates  of    British  rwa- 
nutacture.     "9  t-bir  the  iy,h  is  the  date  of  Mr.  Lis- 
ton's   first  dispatch   on   a   subject  which  io  ni«de 
another  ground  for  Avar,   the   occupation   of  Hol- 
land   by  the  French   troops.     On  OriJjer  2()th,  iiis 
•ccond  dispatch  is  sent,  notifying  that  the  t>cnch 


troops  had  began  thtir  marcb  out  of  the  IBatavian 
territ(  ries,   but  thai  instead    of  evacuating  them, 
they  had  ha'teil  u[>on  ill    uontiers    and  occupied 
Breda.  Bois-Ie-Duc,  ind    Bcigfn  oi>-Zoom.      IhiB 
was  all  that  appealed  upon  the  ^u' ject  in  thf-  pa- 
pers first  laid  upon  youi  i.ible,    but  the  no'  \r  Se- 
cretary of    Stute,    fimiing   tha.t  more   intonnation 
was  wanting,    produced  after  niuoli  se;<n  !i  ^mong 
the  pi'ieon- holes   ot    his  Iruieau,   another  (i  sjiatck 
from  Mr.  1-ist  >n  d.ited  a  tew   ilays  aUtr   the  list, 
111  which,    lie   says,    that  the  Hu  avian  minister  at 
Paris  had  made  a  rtmon  ti  aice  on  the   rulMcct  of 
I  lie  oci  upatirjii  of    Iris  <  onnti  y  liy  the  French,  and 
tiiar  hi   h.iel  wiitten  u  wf  af'/e  le'tlet  to  the  Frencfl 
iViiiii^iei  lor  Foieii     Allairs.   ih/t  in  con'-<qnence 
of  this  m-  st  ptThU.is  vc  ^..d    most    arguni'i-iaiive 
letter,  the  I'iist  Consul  bad  bee  11  graciously  pleis- 
cel  to  do — What  ?    Fo    cause  the   Bataviar    troops 
tej  evacuate  tlie  ri,iinri  y  :    No  !    t/Ut  to  diiecf  them 
to  remain    where   tiuv  v^ere   in  the  occupation  of 
the  bartiti  towns  ot  Hoiidud,  in  posscssmn  <3f  the 
strongest    lortresscs    on    the    trr^ntier,    by    which 
means    they  had    the  key  of   the  counirv  in   their 
hands,    ancl    this    at    the  nomentwhen    bo'h  the 
Bdtavian  anel  English  guvcmments,  as  well  a'S  Mr. 
Li- ton,  knew,  that  the  project  of    I'rance    at  that 
instant,  was    to   se  ze   upon   tliose   towi  s   for  th« 
purpose  ot  ultimately  making  Hojl.md  an  integral 
part    of    the    French    Republic;   and  Mi.  l.iston 
concludes,  by  sayiu;];,   that  u[)(,n    this   occa.^ion  it 
was  thought   advisi.ble   to  /hw/'  «r  /hr  n'lJies  <f  t^t 
¥ir4  V.umul.     All    this  happen*  d    in  October,  long 
before  this  time  ministers  kntvv  that  the  execmiua 
of  tlie  lOlh  article  of  theTtearyot  -imiens,  rela- 
tive to  Malta,  had  bcconu  utterly  iinp.issinle.  The 
declaration  very  justly  states   that   the  treaty   of 
Amiens  and  every  part  ot  that   lieaty  was  found- 
ed on    the   assumptiiiU   of  ihesta'eof  possession 
and  engagements    actually  subsisting   at   the  mo- 
ment ot   the  signature  ot  the  Treaty.     Thepiac- 
tice  of   I!  iiiisteis    terms   a    Miigul.rr  contrast  with 
their  theory.     On    tiiat   very  p-mciplt  they  knew 
that    the   articles   respecting  Malta  could  net  t»e 
executed.     The  revenues  of  iliat  order,   the  inde- 
pendence of  which  it  was  the  professed   object  of 
the  treaty  to  secure,  and  on  the  existence  of  which 
revenues  that   independence   existed,  were  knov.-n 
to  be  confiscated,  in  fact,  beh)re  the  ccniclusion  of 
the    peace,   or  immcliately  alter.     In  the  Madncl 
Gazette  of  the  27/A  sf  sifiil  1802,  it  is  stated  that 
the  King  of  Spain  had  ..nnexed  to  the  Rt>ya!  d<^- 
main  the  l.angue«  and  possessions  of  the  <  'ider  ctf 
Malta,  within    his    dominions,   and  yet  wiih   this 
f;ic'   known,   and   avowed    in  every  newsp-pcr  in 
Europe,  we  see  ministers   from   tlie  M.'y  f-Ihiuirg 
elown  to  the  breaking  olT  ih<;  negotiation,  pc  ter- 
iiig   every  power  on    the  Continent  with  applica- 
tions   to   guarantee    the  execution   of   an   artidn 
which  they  knew  could  not  be  executed.    Nay,  o-n 
the  zyi  of  .'hgust,  Lorel  i  lawkesbury  writes  to  Mr- 
Otto,   to  intorm  him,  that  his  Majesty  is  ready  to 
carry  into  efTeci  the  ar'icle  re.-pecting  Malta,  the 
moment  the  other  powers  of    I  unipe  had  guaran- 
teed   iis    execmiin  :    an   art  cle   which   had  beea 
frair.ea  with  a  view  to  the  actual  posfe«sions  and 
situation  of  the  power  uJiose  interests  that  treaty 
was  to  provide  for,  and  which  possessions  and  si- 
tuaiiem  were  completely  changed   since   the  con- 
clubum  of  that  treaty.      J  h-.t  change  ministers  use 
as  an  excuse  for  their  net  evacuating  Malta,  but 
it  also  was  a  fair  cicusc   lor  the -other  powers  not 
to  guarantee  the  treaty,    ic  was  a  lair  reason  i« 
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forming  a  new  arrangem8nt  for  Malta,  Inu  i; 
Couid  not  be  a  reason  f»r_  employing  a  \vh:>l^ 
summer  in  persuading  other  powers  to  do  whni 
you  had  refused  to  do,  because  subsrqucnt  ev^nt- 
had  rendeied  it  impossible.  As  lo  hwisfevlar.d, 
the  ambitious  projects  of  Fr-ince  with  respect  t<. 
that  country  were  well  known  before  No-eniber  ; 
all  thaciuppcaed  whicii  made  it  necessary  for 
this  country  to  interfere  in  its  fate  had  hoppened 
before  November  j  nay,  at  the  very  moment  when 
ministers  were  gravely  assuring  the  country, 
that  they  saw  no  pro  peer  whatever  of  a  renewal 
cf  hostilities,  Mr.  Moore  was  engaged  at  Con- 
stance in  negotiatioivs,  which,  i'  the  situ^tion  of 
Europe  had  allowed  of  their  b(  ing  carried  to  the 
extent,  h;5  instructions  authoris-d,  would  liave 
ended  in  a  renewal  of  hostiliiies.  Prior  to  the 
time  to  which  1  have  so  often  alluded,  every 
complaint  which  we  now  urge  ai  cause  of  v.-ar 
sgaiiis:  France  for  its  ia-olent  and  hostile  inter- 
ference in  tlie  saminiitr^tijn  of  our  laws,  and 
its  audacious  attack  upon  tlie  liberty  of  the  press 
existed  in  its  full  torcc  Oa  the  I'th  ^-lugi'st 
Jl.  Otto  wri:cs  tliat  if.  tilting  letter  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  in  wliich,  in  the  n^me  of  the  First 
Consul,  he  insis:s  upon  a  scop  being  put  to  pub- 
lications hostile  to  France,  the  removal  of  the 
emigrant  nohlcsse  and  clergy  out  of  this  country, 
and  tiic  "  dcii-jitatUrC''  of  other  emigrants  to  Ca- 
nada. All  this,  and  much  more  on  the  same 
subject,  happened  long  hei'orc  \\\z  i^-^d  of  N.vt.yihir. 
In  August  It  was  that  captain  d'Auvergne  was 
stised  coiuiary  to  every  principle  cf  justice,  and 
La  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  ;  long  before 
I^o\:em!'er  it  was  well  known  and  universally  ac- 
knowledged th;it  Fian,:e  did  not  mean  to  indem- 
r.i.'^y  the  .Stadthohler,  according  to  spirit  oi  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  ;  in  short,  ali-.iost  evtiy  case  that 
io,  now  marie,  eiti-.er  of  itrclf,  or  conjoiiuly,  a 
cause  of  war,  aliriost  every  insult  of  which  we 
BOW  so  justly  compUin,  almost  every  aggression 
which  we  are  now  called  upon  to  resent  l..id  oc- 
curred before  tlic  i'^dot  Nn-i'hber,  and  yet,  on  that 
^H),  minister  came  down  to  this  house  and  states 
'■'■  that  he  sees  no  prospect  of  a  renewal  of  hosii- 
"  hties."  \Yc  are  now  confined  in  our  researches 
to  that  period,  for  the  same  declaration,  more 
Ftrongly  marked,  v.'as  made  on  the  23.'/  cf  ihc  ¥e- 
bmaiy  f!Icit.irg,  in  the  reason  assigned  for  in- 
creasing the  esiabiiihmtnt  of  H.  U.  ri.  the  Prince 
of  Wales  was,  that  it  w.is  a  m.>ment  of  "^;c/6.-<«rf' 
pace'  that  the  m.-asure  was  one  v.diich  tho'  equally 
necessary  in  a  ti:  e  of  war,  the  liifEculties  of 
such  times  rendered  improper  to  biii;^  forward, 
and  therefore,  a  moment  of  "  proftjund  peace" 
v-as  chosen  by  ihe  Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer, 
as  the  auspicious  momenl.  Thus,  Sir,  every  ar- 
gument that  held  good  on  the  z2,d  &/  N:jvanuer 
came  with  redoubled  force  when  urged  on  the 
c^d  of  Fcbiuary,  every  insult  v.'as  then  agc^ravated, 
es.'cry  aggreteioi!  which  beg=in  to  siiew  itstli  at 
the  former  period  h.nd  completed  and  tormed  it- 
self by  the  latter.  By  that  period  one  wr.ul.l 
have  supposed  tliat  ministers  had  heg.tn  to  doubt 
thi  truth  of  their  farmer  speculations.  One  would 
think  that  their  spi,  t  of  prophecy  ^\ould  have 
heeu  a  little  damped  by  perverse  experience. 
Careless,  h  nvevev,  of  the  lessons  of  experience, 
and  heedless  of  future  fan.e,  they  boldly  .-tate,  on 
th;  Z'^d  ofFr'-;-:i.:ry,  th'Jt  th.c  cotmlry  is  in  p-ofi.inid 
fiacc,  and  tliat  no  uiscu^sic)^s  esisitd  at  that  niO' 
?jitiip  bstvvcca  the  two  couutrlcs.  Dates  and  fncts 


ire  the  witncses  I  call  to  the  veracity  of  tie 
king's  niinisters. — Oa  the  ()th  of  February  La"(I 
iavvkcshury  directs  Ld.  Whituorth  to  remm- 
a Irate  against  the  publication  ot  Sebastian i's  e- 
jort.  On  the  i7to  tliat  remonstrance  is  made.  On 
the  21  St  of  Fcbiuary  Ld.  Whit.vorth  liad  the  famtuj 
nidicncc  of  hJuonaparte,  which  ma'sttrs  declared 
iv.^s  a  d-cisive  proof  of  the  hostde  vicwa  of  ike 
First  Consul  :  the  measure  of  insult  was  lull;  a^- 
giession  had  followed  aggression,  the  views  cf 
I'rance  upon  Fgypt,  uptm  the  Tuiki^h  empire, 
upon  Swisicrland,  upon  Holland,  and  upon  this 
couiiny,  v.ere  knov.U'and  avowed.  Every  feeling 
which  animates  us  as  Englishmen  h  d  been  in- 
sulted •,  we  were  told  by  our  insolent  enemy, 
your  press  must  be  made  su'>>crvic  t  to  my  view, 
you  must  transpoit  the  noMes  ^ind  the  p'icfthood 
who  have  soujiht  refuge  in  your  hospitality,  you 
must  import  commercial  agents,  whom,  as  my 
R.  Hon.  relation  [iMr.  Piit)  has  justly  observed, 
you  would  been  boui'.d  to  h.'ve  hanged  as  spies  in 
time  of  war  :  you  must  stand  aloof  v.'hiist  1  seize, 
with  a  giant's  h J.;; d,  the  wiio'eof  .Furup..-,  yuu  inust 
give  up  all  connexion  with  the  continent,  thi 
■rtr.ty  of  ^mic).'  prcv-dtS  for  (it'y  tiitty  and  set  ids 
criiy  thi'ig.  Un  the  z\d of  Fihnuvy  we  had  been  told 
ail  this:  on  the  ZT,d  (f  Febiuur-y  minister  comes  here 
and  teiis  u;  that  wc  are  in  prof  und  peace,  and  tii-tt 
there  are  no  discussions  existing  between  the  two 
countries  ;  and,  on  the  8r/r'//".U(TT/;, the  same  minister 
comes  and  teils  us  to  prcp.ne  fur  v.ar.  We  are 
p;<  pared  for  wai — -'  tru^t  there  is  not  a  tn.m  in 
this  c  untry,  v.'hcsc  butist  does  not  glow  witli  in- 
diarntion  at  the  insults  wc  have  siiireied,  and 
with  a  eeterminotion  to  support  the  honour  and 
aven<jc  the  injured  cause  of  his  country.  Minis- 
ters lulled  the  country  into  an  unreal  belief  of  se- 
curiiy,  they  ciieiished  her  with  false  hopes,  they 
asked  unlimited  coiihdence,  and  have  reposed 
none  in  i-eturn ;  they  deluded  the  people  v,'itl» 
glittering  visions  of  peace,  knowing  that  when 
they  awoke  they  would  awake  to  the  reality  of  a 
war.  The  next  point  is,  have  ministers  done  ail 
that  l)ecame  them  to  do,  to  aveit  the  ca  amity 
which  has  come  upon  us  ?  Now,  whether  they 
have  submitted  enough,  God  knows  the  country 
lias  seen  enoiigli  of  submission  ;  not  whether  they 
have  sulliciently  given  way  to  the  views  of 
France.  Cii  d  knows  their  bitterest  enemies  can- 
not accuse  them  of  having  conceded  too  bttle  to 
Frsnce.  The  question  is,  whether  they  remon- 
strated in  such  a  manner  as  became  the  ministers 
of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  ;  whett^er  they  in- 
terfered in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  thiir  inter- 
ference effective  ;  whether  they  mediated  in  sucli 
a  manner  as  to  aid  those  in  whose  favour  they 
mediated  ;  whether  they  repelled  aggressions  with 
firmness,  and  oppr^sed  digniiieJ  moderation  to 
violent  and  presuming  demand?  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  here  tliey  huve  completely  tailed. 
\\  hen  they  conceded  most,  they  conceded  with 
least  dignity  ;  when  they  resisted  mo.-t,  they  re- 
sisted v/ith  least  effect.  They  have  urged  in  their 
declaration  as  one  of  these  causes  which  in  the 
aggregate  made  the  great  cause  of  war,  "  that 
"  France  hss  enforced  wm  since  the  peace  with 
*'  inexcusable  strictness  and  severity,  the  prohi- 
«'  bitions  which  had  been  placed  upon  the  corn- 
"  meice  of  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  that  vio- 
"  lence  has  becu  olfered  to  their  vessels  and  their 
"■  property."  Let  us  look  lo  the  papers  before  us, 
and  how  stands  the  fact  I    Sir,  the  first  (;ollectjo« 
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fcf  papers  presented  tO  tis,  not  oneVordis  nien- 

tioiifr'l  of  what  ciMTstitiucs  this  part  o!'  thtir  de- 
claration ;  in  one  fulitaiy  in:'tai)ce,  only,  is  the 
sn'>jecC  aihulcd  to.  In  the  2d  collection  of  papers 
we  see  notiUcation  alter  notillration  from  Mr. 
Meiry,  of  insult  upon  insult  offered  to  our  fiji^s 
and  cnmmerce,  hut  in  no  one  instance  does  any 
remonstrance  appear  ircm  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, no  instructions  to  Mr.  Merry  to  remon- 
strate ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  o/iif  George,  to  which 
I  hefurc  alluded,  no  answer  of  any  kind  appears 
to  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Mtiry.  The  second 
cause  of  war  is,  the  introduction  by  France  into 
this  Country  01  her  piivilcged  spits,  tlie  Commer- 
cial Agents.  To  this  insulting  arr  of  aggression 
no  remonstrance  is  inade  by  ministers,  and  except 
in  the  one  case  no  steps  appear  to  have  been 
taken  for  sending  them  out  of  the  country.  Once, 
indeed,  Lovd  Hawktsliury  informed  the  Fiench 
minister  tliat  the  xtigenf.  could  not  be  acknow- 
ledged as  such,  and  that  if  any  attempts  weie 
nade  to  send  them  to  their  places  of  destination 
they  would  rfceive  orders  to  quit  the  country.  In 
London,  however,  the  whole  corps  d'espimiage 
was  permitted  10  remain  unmolested.  The  gents 
■were  not  sent  to  their  destination,  but  in  Lon.^on 
they  remained  till  Oen.  Andreossi  left  the  coun- 
try. The  U'.xt  cjus  of  war  is,  the  occupation  of 
Holland  by  the  I'rciich  tro'>p3.  To  this  violent 
act  of  aggression,  to  this  breach  of  the  letter  "  of 
three  soleoin  treaties,"  not  only  no  f. monstrance 
appears  to  have  been  made,  but  we  have  the  as- 
surance of  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  that,  in 
fact,  no  writccn  remonst-ance  vv-as  made  by  the 
ministers,  and  tluugh,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Listen's  dispatch  of  the  13'/;  of  October,  orders 
vere  iicnt  out  on  the  17th  to  rttalri  the  Cape  and 
the  West-India  Islands,  on  the  receipt  of  his  dis- 
patch of  the  i9th,  stating  the  seizure  by  the 
French  troops  of  tiie  frontier  towns  of  Hollv.nd, 
orders  are  ^ent  out  on  the  \bth  -f  Nouewler  to  eva- 
cuate the  Cape  and  the  West-India  Islands,  v»hich 
we  had  before  ordered  to  be  retained,  ijotwith- 
stauding  the  cauc  of  that  order  icnnincd  the 
same.  The  fouith  cause  of  war  is,  the  seizure  of 
Swisseriand  by  Fiance.  I  will  not  here  inquire, 
■whether  it  was  fitturg  that  this  country  should 
have  interfered  in  its  fate.  Upon  that  subject,  I 
entei  tain  a  decided  opinion,  wliicb  it  is  not  now 
nectssarv  to  avow.  \\c  luve  interfered  :  and  it 
is  enough  for  me  to  ascertain,  whether  that  inter- 
ference was  made  in  the  manner  most  likely  to 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 
How  stands  the  fact,  and  how  is  that  fact  sup- 
ported by  dates  ?  As  early  as  the  13///  of  July, 
ISO:,  the  Deputies  of  almost  all  th.c  Swiss  Can- 
tons remonstrated  publicly  against  the  constitu- 
tion forced  upon  them  by  l^uonaparte.  From  that 
time  it  was  evident,  that  the  Swiss  only  waited 
for  the  moment  most  propitious  to  make  another 
struggle  tor  their  liberties.  France  saw  the  blow 
that  was  impending,  and  during  the  whole  sum- 
mer made  preparations  for  mainiaining  the  seizure 
of  Swisseriand,  At  length,  on  the  \zth  of  Scfit^tn- 
hcr,  the  flame  burst  forth  :  all  Swisseiland  appear- 
ed In  arms  against  her  task-masters  ;  during  this 
whole  interval  did  this  country  stir  one  step  to 
aid  the  rising  spirit  of  the  Swiss  or  assist  their 
daring  efforts  .' — Of  their  Interference  we  hear 
nothing  till  the  3^  of  Oofjher.  On  that  day  iVr. 
Merry  writes  word  that  the  Swiss  had  an  a[;ent  in 
V^ris,  wiiu  was  duccteU  tw  app'y  to  the  foreign 


ministers  there,  to  Inrcrfere  with  thr  First  Conrnl 
in  their  fervour.  After  having  in  v:iin  tried  to  in- 
terest the  feelings  of  all  Europe  in  his  behalf, 
after  havinjj,  in  vain  solicited  the  good  oflic  s.of 
Austria,  Prussia,  Russia  and  the  king  of  Etrutia, 
having  been  refused  by  all  the  minibters  of  tliose 
priwcrs,  lie  conits  at  last  to  the  Englisli  minister, 
and  tells  the  piteous  s:(!ry  of  his  country'swronnn. 
On  England  he  places  his  last,  but  his  firmest  re- 
liance, to  England  his  country  looks  for  protec- 
tion and  for  assistance.  Mr.  Merry  writes  lor  ia- 
structions.  He  receives  none;  no  answer  is  ever 
given  to  the  Swiss  ajent,  and  he  is  left  to  cojl 
hi-  heels  in  the  antich.anrber  of  Mr.  Men  v.  In  this 
instance,  however,  an  Flnglish  mini' ter' ventures 
to  make  a  written  rein-^nsi  ranee,  and  no  answer  is 
given  to  it.  On  the  lOth-ofOciobet  the  remonstrance 
is  sev.t  to  Mr.  Otto;  but  it  appears  that  no  answer 
was  made  to  it.^  Rumour,  indeed,  says  that  one 
was  ni.ide,  but  in  such  ofll-nsive  terms,  so  bioadly 
declaring  that  we  had  no  right  to  imeifcre  with 
the  affair;  of  the  continMit,  ;uid  referring  us  with 
such  insolent  pedantiy  o  the  treaty  tjf  Amiens 
as  to  the  book  in  which  alone  we  were  to  read 
our  destinies,  that  it  would  have  justified  imme- 
diate war,  instead  of  being  followed  bv  the  stjr- 
render  of  the  Cape  and  oi!'-  West-India  conquesr.s. 
On  the  same  day  are  dated  the  instructions  to  Mr, 
Moore,  directing  him  to  proceed  to  Constance, 
where  he  a' rives  on  the  i\it  of  Octohe:;  and  the 
first  news  he  receives  is,  that  the  struggle  is  over, 
and  the  diet  of  Schwitz  is  dissolved.  He  writes 
home  to  inquire  what  he  is  to  do;  and  on  ths 
i.^th  of  Navtmber  Ld.  Hawkesbury  tells  him,  tiiat 
he  may  return.  During  all  this  time  is  any  effort 
made  to  back  our  rtnroiistrance  at  Faris?  Is  our 
irrinister  there  directed  to  support  our  interfe- 
rence.' Is  any  answer  given  to  the  Swiss  agent 
which  he  might  shew  to  the  ministers  of  other 
courts,  and  which  would  have  encouraged  those 
courts  to  give  that  assistance  ?  The  w.int^of  which 
ministers  urge  as  the  reason  for  not  interfering 
further,  but  v.'hich  it  appears  we  never  asked  for  1 
Mr.  Moore's  instructions  are  to  ascertain  v.hether 
any  Austrian  or  other  continental  troops  arc 
ready  to  enter  Swisseriand  in  cr.se  it  was  found 
necessary  to  support,  by  arms,  the  pretensions 
of  the  Swi;s.  From  July  to  Nwemler  ministers 
could  tind  no  other  time  proper  for  tlieir  inter- 
ference, but  that  in  which  no  troops  could  enter, 
much  less  act  in  Swisseriand  in  conseijuenc?  of 
the  severity  of  the  season. — 1  he  next  cause  of  war 
Is  the  non-execution  on  the  part  of  France  of 
that  part  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  respecting 
Malta  :  and  upon  this  point  the  negotiation  ap- 
pears to  have  been  conducted  with  the  same 
jjrmnrss  and  d'gnity  whicli  SO  strongly  characterised 
its  whole  course.  /;;  May  the  Spanish  revenues  of 
the  order  were  confiscated.  In  October,  by  the  an- 
nexation of  Parma,  more  were  confiscated;  still 
the  literal  execution  <;f  the  loth  art!  is  insisted 
upon  by  England.  During  the  whole  tiiiie  no 
nev/  ai.angement  is  Iieard  of.  The  10th  arc.  is 
constantly  rung  in  our  ears.  The  v/hole  loth 
arr.,  nothing  but  the  icth  art.  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  till  at  last  t!ie  farce  can  be  carried  on" 
no  longer,  and  the  necessity  of  a  new  anangeirent 
begins  to  be  talked  of.  How  is  that  negotiation 
supported  by  our  ministers  ?  On  the  z\st  of  July 
Puonaparte  teih,  I,d.  Whithworih,  that,  on  Malta 
depends  the  qucsti.m  ofpc.iceor  war,  that  on  no 
terms  shall  En^laad  be.  ptrmitttdto  retain  ilaka, 
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that  he  ha;?  rather  slic  shoulJ  have  the  faiixb  ur-r  Si. 
Antoiiie  th;iii  Malra.  On  tlv  i\ih  f  \Lirrh.  Talkv- 
land  tfll'5  LJ.  \Viiitw>rth  that  th(  Fust  Cu'  siil  will 
look  uj'on  ihe  non  i*>'Hcuat  on  of  IVIalt^  as  the  com- 
mencement  (.f  lioMilitirs,  ii'.t  a'^  n  cantc ';.f  war.  nut 
as  an  ace  of  war.  Hfi'-  all  disco'M</n  a!)  mt  Ma'ta 
should  liavefncU-J  Ld.  ^V^litw  Mth  hid  ^aid  th-  oc 
cupation  nf  Malra  by  Kivj;land  .n  some  sha  i  or  o'hir 
•was  ahsolateiy  mce.saiy;  and  TalI'vrjnd  had  said 
such  oi-i.;u|)ation  would  be  dei  mcd  the  commencmeiit 
of  hostilities.  U/'imiUrn  f  St  x  ^^^vr  ultima'wn  ;  and 
at  last  }0u  give  U|>  the  id-a  of  rttaiivng  Ma!ta  for 
evf,  on  the  dignhcd  and  Iionoiab'e  c  nlifon  that 
France  agreed  t' y^ui  reervn'g  it  for  lO  years  onlv, 
and  Sccuicd  your  I'ossisii'in  in  f^I  sovereignty  of  the 
island  of  Lampedosa.  Your  last  (///'■'!.v/i/'«  (for  how- 
ever absurd  may  he  '•  e  e^iire  sion,  .her-  :s  r.o  way  of 
at/iting  the  piocectl  ngs  of  this  negoii.U'on,  ."-ut  by 
talking  ol  theist,  3d,  :;d  iwi /as'  ultimatum)  o\  wliicti 
you,  of  ronrse,  [dedged  y  lursel^'es  to  ib  de;  and  which, 
it  it  had  been  agierd  to,  wou'd  ■  ave  brougth  the 
negotiation  to  ^  favoit  alle  i  su--,  |'ro,:irs.d  ihac  in  con- 
sideration of  the  ir:imcn-e  dcce^s'on  i-f  stien^th  ob- 
tained bv  France,  Lpon  the  cont  ne -t,  she  would  give 
BpiVlalia  for  loyeai?,  and  ital  Lampedosa  tor  you 
for  ever!  You  tbi  retire  gravi  1>  stue  that,  at  the 
eiid  of  ro  years,  the  vast  accesson  of  force  to  France 
coi  firmed  by  lo  years'  possession,  the  immense  in- 
crease of  her  re''.our(<s  ripened  by  ten  years'  matu- 
rity, her  p  sse'-s  on  of  Italy,  her  intlue  ce  in  Ger- 
many, in  S:'a'n  and  in  Poitug.il,  ai;d  rer  comriand 
of  Holland,  will  be  ecu- terbalaiued  by  the  enoimom 
»»rj/(;j///v'z  of  a  bairen  rock,  of  an  isl.iiul  without  an 
inhabitam,  oftii.it  nursery  of  srag,  lis,  L:»mpedo^a  ! 
The  next  cause  fir  war  istbea'tn.k  ui'on  the  liberty 
ot  the  pre's,  a^d  the  ^cqui'uion  to  tranipo't  the 
emigrants  to  .  anada  or  ehjewhrre.  1  call  upon  mi- 
nisters to  po  nt  out  tome  in  any  part  of  the  corres- 
pondence, wh'ch  lav  upon  vour  table,  one  r»mon- 
au-ance  a-anis":  the  insolent  attack  iipo  i  t'.e  liSeriy 
of  the  piess.  Ld.  Hawkcsburv  writes  very  pi.ttily 
on  the  suhj'  ct,  and  Ld.  \Vh:tworth  a  sures  M.  Tal 
leyrand  that  it  is  impossible  for  Ld.  Ha-Akesbu  y  to 
coatroul  the  licence  of  ,  he  press  here,  hecau  e  he  could 
p.gt  inflaence  rt  n"zh-  mwifaper  for  hh  oivn  ohjtcts  : 
he  tiusts  thercfoe  that  trit  Firit  Consol  w,  ii  not  be 
so  unreasonable  as  to  insist  u[)on  his  controlling  the 
language  of  the  news-.vi  Iters  and  pamphl  teers  in  this 
Countiy.  Bu  have  we  one  word  of  ram'ntrance 
against  the  insolent  lanviiDge,  or  the  insulting  of  the 
Ftench  government  ?  Can  ministers  pot  l  out  one 
instance  in  which  th.ey  directej  Ld.  \\  h;tw  rth  to 
ask  satiifacticn  fT  t''c  outn^e,  and  t-  say,  in  dis- 
tinct 'erms,  that  unless  inerfuen^e  in  our  own  con- 
cerns by  France  was  diiiinctly  ard  o-enly  dis- 
avowed, he  should  le.ive  the  couiitiy  .'  No;  in  pro- 
port  on  as  Fra-  ce  increased  in  insolence,  we  multi- 
plied concession  5  and  tlie  more  revolting  and  violent 
beuame  her  demands,  the  weaker  and  ihc  more  in- 
etficient  became  our  remonsi,a,  ce.  ^  hen  we  look 
■to.  tf.e  subiect,  relating  to  ihe  .French  emigiants,  dis- 
graceful, indeed,  is  the  tale  we  li.ive  to  teil,  and  dis- 
gusting the  scene  of  hi-imhation  wiuch  H.  M.  mini- 
sters have  acted.  The  fir  t  a;tack  m.ide  by  the  French 
ffovcrnmeiit  is  a  remonstunce  from  Talleyrand  to  Mr. 
Merrv,  avaints  the  conduct  ot  the  French  princcE  in 
piiblidv  wearing  the  insig  lia  of  their  orders,  which 
Talleyrand  descnhes  as  iu.-u!t,ng  to  hi;  govenimeiit. 
The  tame  and  di'gractlnl  answer  which  mi. inters 
make  to  this  childuti  and  imp.-rtincnt  conSjdaiv.t  i;, 
that  "  It  would  b.-  more  proper  it  they  (tne  Fri-nch 
princes  and  ncbles^  abstaiiitd  from  it."  But  how  could 


ministers    help  it  or  prevent  it  ?     Was  that  thfe  lan- 
guage   fir   \\v-  Majesiv's  niinisurs  lo  hold  in   reply  to 
such    a    remonstrance  >     1    ask    them    if   ever    the 
chastening     hand    of  Providence   was    to  plunge    this 
(ountry    inio   the   s.ime    mistortuies  which  have  over- 
whelmed France,    if  ever   our    nojles    wire  s,-nt    to 
seek    ri  fuge   in   a  foreign  land,   how  they  would  br<  ok 
the  idea   of  our  nobility  surrendering  the   badgts   of 
tSeir  rank   a'ul  the  insignia   of  their  honours,  because 
they   no  loujcr   dartd  to  wear   them.     Yrt  this  is    the 
conduct  which    mniistcrs  think   "  it  would   have  beert 
mor-  projier,"  ifihr  French   nobis    h'dfuliow  d. — 
The  next   demand   the  F'rench  government    makes  is 
that  the  French  superior  deig)',  who   were  emigrants 
in  EiK'iand,  should   b-    removed    from   the   kingdom,, 
and  that  others,    who  they  named,   should  be    li'potte 
to   Can,ul,i  !     These   august,    these    venerable  charac- 
ters,  who  true  to   the  r  re  igion  and  faithful    to   their 
EovcieiL;n,    gave    up    fZf;  the   means   cj  ujbi'li'tnie    and 
left    their    tru  nds,     relations    and    dearest  connexions 
ratiier  than  remain   in    the  land  where  that  suvercij;n 
had  bet  n  murdered,   and  that   religion  prophaned,  who 
encouragtd    by  the   general  voice  of  England  sought 
that   nfuge   here    which   almost    every   other   coun  ry 
refus<dhem.  We  are   called   upon  by  the  authors  of 
iheir  miseries,   who   are   at   this    moment  revelling  m 
tht  ir   fp'ils  and  exulting    in    their   m'sfortunes,  to  re- 
move tiiem  from  the  refuge  we  gave  them,   and  thus  t» 
violate    that   hospitality  on    the  fat; h  <d    which    they 
came.       Thosi:    gallant   men,     who  sacrificing   every 
consiie;ati«n  ot    personal   ribque,   made  an  unavailing^ 
but    g'o  'ous     attemit  to   restore   the    throne  of  their 
kings    and     to    re-establish   the    altars  of  their  faith, 
whose  exertions   ive    animated,   and    whose  arms  lue 
assisted,   who  engaged  in   this  memorable   struggle  on 
tht  lailh  of  British    promises,   and  in    the  confidence 
of    Bnt  sh    assistance,    ti.e     arc    called    upon    by     the 
very   men    against    whom    they     fought,    and   against 
wiiom    "-ve  once  made  common   cause   with  them,    to 
"  cic-por/o"   to  Canada.     Let  Gentlemen  recoiled  the 
meaning   at^achtd   to  that   word  by  the  present  rulers 
of  France,  let  them    recollect   the  hornirs  of  the  fa- 
mous  "  deportation"  to  Cavenne,  as  described  by    the 
miseiable   survivors  of  it;  let  them  lecollcct  that  to  a 
•'  deportation,"  of  this  kind,  the  French   government 
wished    to  doom    the   loyal    and  persecuted  emigrants 
ol    France,    and  then   let  ihem    turn    lo    the    answer 
which    H.  M.  ministers   chose    to    give  to  this  cruel, 
this    infeinal    proposal.      •'    His  Majesty    is    very   de- 
"   sirous      o  obviate   any    cause  of   complaint  or    un- 
"   e.iSiiusi   with    respect  to  their   persons,  and    mea- 
"   sures    are    in    cnnteniplation,    u/iJ  lui/J  be  talen   for 
"  the   purpose  ot   removing  them    out  of  H.  M.  Eu- 
"  r  pean  dominions."     1  shct  thebook  in  disgust,  in 
horror  and  in  shame.     In  disgust  and  in  horror  at  tiic 
baibarity    which    cou:d  dictate  this    sentence,   and  in 
shame   and    in  confusion    at    the  eternal    slain  and 
blot    which   it  will  fix  upon   this  page  of   our  hi'..tory, 
—  I   have  thus    gone   through   the    diftVrent    points 
which  appear  to  me  to  bear   upon  the   subject  betore 
you,   and    to  justify  the    resolutions    which    are  sub- 
mitted to  the  Hou'e.     From   these  extracts   which  I 
have   made  from  the  papers  011  your   table,  from   the 
facts    which   they  avow,    and    from    the  dates   which 
confirm  th'Se   tacts,  /'/;;df  deductions  are    to   be  made. 
Jhe  first   is,   that    from  the   moment   the   treaty   of 
AuTens  was  signed,   H.  M.    mini<;teis    were  aware  of 
the  hostile   intentions   avewed  and   exj>rcsseii   by   the 
government    of    trance    towards     this   country  ;    se- 
condly, that   being    so   aware   of  them,  they  concealed 
that  conviction  from  the  country,  and  encouraged  the 
people  with  hopes  of  permanent  pi;ace  and  uamiuil- 
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lity  ;  knowing,  at  the  moment  tbey  held  out  those 
hopes,  that  they  were  tal^.e  aiul  ilkisoiy  ;  and  th'rHly, 
that  on  many  poii.ts  which  they  now  mikf,  ejthtr 
distinctly  or  collectively,  causes  of  war^  they  made 
no  remonstrance,  or  such  rcmonstia  ices  as  were  d,-- 
grailing  to  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  and  that  when 
they  interfered  or  niediatcl,  they  interfered  without 
Armness  and  mediated   wiitiout  honour. 

Mr.  Hobhousf.  said,  that  ministers  were  charn;ed 
with  having  negleitled  to  communicate  to  thcHoii  e  t  he 
disposition  of  the  French  government  and  the  agres- 
sions that  had  occurred.  True,  they  had  received  suf- 
ficient provocation,  v/ere  they  to  yield  to  their  feel- 
ings, to  break,  oft"  the  negotiation,  but  do  they  not 
deserve  applause  for  suppressing  those  feelings  and  for 
waithig  until  they  had  unequivocal  ground  for  going 
to  war.  If  they  had  come  to  parliament,  from  time 
to  time,  with  their  complaints,  they  would  have 
been  charged  with  disturbing  the  harmony  of  t'le  two 
countries,  and  rekindling  war.  And  because  they  did 
not  do  so;  because  they  did  not  go  to  war  v/ith  France 
fcr  her  encroachemenc  on  the  continent ;  and  for  de- 
manding that  the  emigrants  should  be  sent  out  of 
the  country;  and  for  requiring  first  to  control  the  li- 
berty of  our  press  ;  because  they  did  not  go  to  war  for 
these  things,  are  his  Majesty's  minisiers  to  incur  the 
charge  of  timidity,  irresolution  and  inconsistency  ? 

Sir  VV.  Young  observed,  that  this  administration 
came  into  power  under  many  disadvantages  :  they 
had  to  terminate  a  most  dangerous  war,  without  allies, 
against  a  terrible  enemy.  The  aggressions  of  France, 
since  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  arose  out  of  the  treaty 
itself.  With  respect  to  Malta,  he  would  say  that  the 
order  was  degraded.  He  would  have  the  country  di- 
reft  its  attention  to  the  hostile  mind  Buonaparte  bcus 
against  this  country.  An  arreie  of  the  20th  of  June 
last  had  been  passed,  orcering  that  all  connexions 
with  foreigneis,  meaning  Knglish,  shall  be  d.ssolved. 
Ey  the  treaty  of  Amit.n'".,  is  not  our  Ciunmercc  under- 
mined? Wherever  France  can  prevail,  is  it  nt^t  checked, 
clogged,  and  prohibited  ?  From  a  review  of  the  con- 
duift  of  ministers  he  did  not  think,  that  they  had  act:-*d 
as  became  the  ministers  of  this  country. 

Mr.  FoNBLANQUE  said,  that  here  was  nothing  in 
the  papers  before  the  House  that  made  him  repent  of 
his  Confidence  in  ministry,  nor  that  could  bring  re- 
proach upon  them  for  the  concealment  wh  ch  they 
had  practised.  The  line  of  conduct  which  the  mini- 
sters pursued,  as  far  as  he  had  been  enr.bled  to  judge 
cfit,  had  been  proper.  The  condufl  of  Fran>:e,  since 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  had  been  one  continual  scene  of 
aggression.  To  watch  her  motions  and  intentions, 
in  his  opinion,  did  not  so  much  retjuire  distinguished 
talents,  as  active  vigilance,  and  never  was  this  de- 
manded more  in  any  period  of  history.  As  to  Malta, 
he  considered  the  possession  of  it  essential  to  our 
commercial  greatness,  and  it  ought  not  to  b.-  given  up 
on  any  account.  Ministers  are  also  charged  with  hav- 
ing forborne  to  remonstrate  against  the  conduit  of 
France  to  Holland.  This  is  unfounded;  for  it  is 
known  that  their  forbearance  was  at  the  instance  ot 
Holland  itself.  They  are  charged  with  abandoning 
the  unfortunate  Swiss.  What  could  England  do  alone 
in  such  a  contest?  The  powers  of  the  continent  re- 
fused to  interfere  ;  and  is  their  criminal  indifference 
chargeable  In  ihis  House  as  a  crime  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers  ?  As  t>  insults,  he  would  state  it  as  a  cause 
of  exultation,  that  the  First  Consul  had  spoken  of  the 
freedom  of  our  press,  and  found  himself  ai  length  con- 
strained to  recur  to  the  judicial  decisions  of  the  coun- 
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try.  And  as  to  Sebastian!,  he  thought  if  the  French 
government  chose  to  deny  the  obicct  of  his  mi  sion, 
the  government,  this  House,  and  the  countrv,  were 
abundantly  satisfied,  and  could  not  feel  any  longer  an 
insi'lt  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Archdale  professed  his  approb.'.tion  ofthecon- 
ductof  ministers  through  the  wholeofihe  negotiations. 
He  thought  they  had  been  throughout  animated  with  a 
sincere  desire  to  preserve  peace,  consistent  with  'he 
honour  and  the  inteiests  of  the  country.  He  congra- 
tulated the  House  on  the  importmt  improvement  whieli 
had  taken  place  in  the  temjer  and  disposition  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  on  the  attachment  thev  felt  for 
this  country  and  the  government.  The  condufl  of  the 
First  Consul  had  opened  tlie  ey^  s  of  the  deluded, 
and  all  ranks  now  detellcd  him  as  the  common  enemy 
of  the  independence  and  the  liberty  of  mankind.  If  he 
should  dare  to  make  his  appearance  in  that  coiintry, 
he  would  m'-et  with  a  very  warm  reception  from  the 
well-affetled,  from  principle  ;  and  from  some  of  our 
jacobins,  from  revenge. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  condemned  ministers  strongly  Tor 
deludlna  the  nntion  with  hopes  of  peace,  when  every 
act  of  the  French  government  manifested  a  hostile  and 
dangerous  spirit  which  rendered  any  hope  of  continued 
peace  absurd. 

Mr.  CouRTENEY.  I  think  the  R.  Hon,  Gent!,  op- 
posite (the  Ch.  of  the  Ex.)  has  been  very  hardly  dealt 
with  by  all  parties,  on  the  subject  of  this  negotia- 
tion, and  the  turn  it  has  taken.  The  R.  Hon  Gentl. 
wished  to  conciliate  all  parties  :  how  has  he  done  it  ? 
When  the  state  of  the  country  and  of  the  negotiation 
promised  peace,  then  the  party  who  wished  i'crw.it 
inveighed  against  him  for  pusillanimous  and  disgrace- 
ful conduit  ;  but  as  soon  as  he  gave  them  war,  they 
found  matter  still  to  inveigh  against  him.  As  to  cer- 
tain experiments  for  restoring  tlie  state  to  its  foiraer 
prosperity,  I  shall  mention  the  opinion  of  a  great 
philosopher,  statesman,  and  legislator  :  I  mean  Hif>- 
focrates  :  in  his  Aphoriwn,  he  s.-^ys,  if  jou  should  break 
vour  leg,  and  either  by  ueglril,  or  an  u.iskilful  aitiit, 
It  should  not  knit  v/ell  together,  or  knit  in  such  i 
manner  as  to  destroy  the  strength  or  symmetry  oft'ne 
limb,  the  remedy  is  simple  :  Break  it  again,  and  give 
the  care  of  it  to  another  artist.  I  do  not  mean,  Sir, 
to  make  any  particular  application  of  the  adv'ce  of 
Hippocrates,  or  any  invidious  allusion  ;  but  simply  to 
state  the  advice  of  a  great  philosopher  and  statesman. 

SirW.  MiLNER  saw  much  to  praise,  and  little 
to  censure  in  the  conduit  of  ministers.  He  com- 
mended them  for  their  spirit  of  moderation  and  for- 
biarance.  The  French  go.ernmeni  hadbe^n  insolent; 
but,  ministers  had  wisely  made  great  sacrifices  tn 
peace.  As  long  as  their  conduit  was  conllituttonal, 
they  should  have  his   support. 

Sir  T.  Metcalf  thought  the  motion  pernicious  ia 
itself,  and  particularly  inexpedient,  as  it  m'ght  give 
information  to  the  enemy,  and  unhinge  the  spirit  of 
the  country  at  home.  The  R.  Hon.  Gcntl.  at  the 
head  of  his  Majesty's  councils,  against  whom  these 
resolutions  were  chiefly  directed,  had  resigned  an  ho- 
nourable situation  where  h-  was  universally  beloved 
and  repeated,  and  accepting  of  the  cominands  of 
his  Sovereign,  had  t  ken  on  himself  the  manajement 
of  afiairs  ac  a  very  ditiicuit  crisis.  Through  that  crsls 
he  had  conduited  the  country  with  honour.  He  had 
given  us  peace  when  it  was  infinitely  desirable.  He 
had  used  every  means  to  preserve  it,  and  now  that 
the  ambition  of  the  enemv  had  forced  us  to  renew 
*  3   C 
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the  war,  he  truflcH  th  it   he  wou!d  cnndtul  it  w>;h  \ 
ahi'itv  and  success,     lie    (hiod  liigh  in  the  conh-  ' 
dence   of   the  country  ;   and  his   conduift,  and  the 
conduvSt  of  his  colleague';,  deserved  praise  inftead 
of  being  exposed  to  censure.  I 

Mr.GKEGOR  CO  iMrl'Ttdit  necessary  to  inveftigitc 
the  coiiduiH:  ot  niinifbers  :  if  ilie  condmit  of  Fiance 
ha    be  n  a    yftcm  of  ■  uppicbsion  and  insult  to  this  ! 
countrv,  h^   was  afl  mish^d  we  should  hive  given 
up  a'.y     '  our  conqiiefl-,   which  now  w.iuld  be  of  , 
the  utmoft  importance  t  >    u^,   or   disenihody  <"ir  ! 
mi'itarv  and  naval  force.     Wtien  he  revi,vvtd  the  | 
con'uci  ot  minifiets,  he  could    not  give  tliem   liis  | 
confi.lence,  nor  think  them  men    of  rufficient  ahi-  I 
litv    to    he    truftc  I    with    the  m,in.igcment   of  the  j 
aff'rs  fit  the  country  in  a  situation  so   critical  as 
the  pn:^cnr. 

Mr.  noRL.^Ni  assu'ed  theHcuse,  that  the  people 
■were  so  well  satisfied  with  peace,  that  Mi.  Pitt 
couUl  n.it  tiave  caiiied  on  the  war  another  year  ; 
and  from  being  a  magiflratc  of  a  very  ponulous 
nc!J;hh-iurho()ul,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  know 
inu  lie  sen'iincnts  of  he  people,  ivha  considered 
the  peace    a>  a   blessing  to  them. 

Mr.  T.  Grenville  said,  that  before  he  ofFered 
himself  to  the  attention  of  rhe  House,  he  had  been 
anxious  lo  hear  horn  minifters  some  juft;ihcatii)n 
of  their  c<indueT:,  which  had  on  this  and  varidus 
other  occasions  been  so  powerfully  assa  led.  Per- 
ceiving, h:>wevcr,  that  the  expecftation  of  receiv- 
ing this  explanation,  on  which  he  wished  to  fnund 
•what  he  ha^  to  .-ubniit  on  the  subjedl;  of  the  reso- 
lution moved  by  his  hon.  friend  was  vain,  he 
should  now  beg  leave  to  .'olicit  the  attention  of 
the  House,  w  .iie  he  endeavoured  lo  l>ate,  with  as 
much  brevity  as  possible,  the  reasons  on  which 
he  felt  it  hi-  duty,  as  an  independent  memlier  of 
Parliament,  to  give  his  decided  support  to  these 
resolutions.  He  expressed  his  unwillingness  to 
offer  many  observations  (in  the  objecliun  which 
had  b-en  adduced  by  mofl  of  the  members  who 
had  spoken  this  night.  He  was  still  less  willing 
to  detain  the  atiention  of  the  Hou;e  by  replying 
to  false,  malicious,  and  unfounded  insinuations 
which  had  been  thrown  oi:t  in  certain  quarters 
against  those  gentlemen,  who  fron)  considerations 
of  public  duty  were  determined  to  support  the 
resolu'ion  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member  who  began  the  discussion.  The  motion 
had  been  ascribed  to  mean  considerations  of 
party  spirit  ;  to  the  mere  wish  of  one  set  of  gentle- 
men to  drive  others  fiom  confidential  situations 
under  government,  with  the  view  of  occupying 
their  places.  For  himself  he  muft  moft  unequi- 
vocally reprobate  ouch  insinuations,  and  he  would 
not  so  far  forget  what  he  owed  to  the  House  and 
to  his  own  charadler,  as  make  tlum  the  subjeA  of 
any  greater  length  of  animadversion.  But  having 
adverted  to  this  ohjedlion,  he  had  only  to  say  a 
few  words  to  the  only  other  objc<5lion  which  had 
been  adduced  in  the  course  of  the  discussion.  It 
had  been  argued  that  the  present  was  not  the 
time  for  bringing  forward  resolutions  of  the  na- 
ture which  had  this  evening  been  submitted  to 
the  Hi^use.  This  country  was  now  engaged  in  a 
contefb  where  unanimity  among  all  ranks  and 
orders  in  the  state  was  of  the  highefl  impor- 
tance, and  when  consequently,  it  was  highly  to  be 
■wished  for  that  no  discussion  might  be  provoked 
which  might  have  the  appeaiancc  of  a  Vfiih  to  dis- 


turb this    un-:n:n-.!ty.     Of  all  the  possible  objec- 
tions  winch    couid  he  urged,  lie    ha.i  no  d  I'iculty 
in  "^avini;,   th.*t   he    coiiMacreJ   this  as  one '^f  the 
moft  txtiaordinary.      He  co'.ild  hardly   bring  him- 
self to  believe   tint    tin.   eveiiip.;  he  had    heaui    it 
Qfavelv  ftatcd  by  an  hon.  menibe    on  tlie  other  side 
(   ir    T.     •letc-'lf))  ' '^"'t   by   .;  eeiiv:  to   tiie  re^olu- 
tiors,  or    even  by  pressing  ihc  G:scu-.'-i  ai,  infor- 
niati.m  might  be  ronveyed    ;>  she  cu^  my.     It  was 
not  veiy  tav  to  see  wli,'     wa^  the    speee:    ■•f   in- 
formation to  which  the  hon.  niem\<  r  alluded-   For 
h  mself,  he   had  no   sort  oi    difficulry    it?   saying, 
that  a  principal  objcdl  which    he  lir.J    in   view  by 
supp'iting    the   resulutii^ns,     was    •  >  convey  b^th 
to  the  enemy  and  to  the  pe-'ple  '>t    nns  rountiy  in- 
formation winch,  at  a  c.isis   l.ke  thepie-ent,   was 
in  all  points   of  view  so  irr  i)(i,  lant.     He  was    an- 
xiuu'j   that,  at  a  moment  when  we    were  engaged 
in  a  contelt  more  trvic'g  and  more  hazardous,  in 
a   coiu.fl    in    which     gieat    exertions     an. I    gee. it 
sacrifices  would  be  moie  puwei  fully  required  than 
in  any  former  flriigi;le   iii  which   the  couiin  v   was 
ever  eiigaged,  that  an  inquiry    should  be  inliiiuted 
into  the   c.i[)acitv    of    those  who  were  to  direiil  the 
ap[)lication   of    the    national    resouices,    and    the 
'  national  srrcngth  ;  to  ascertain  wiiether  the  battle 
which    was    to   be   fought    woiih.'   be  fough^    with 
;  proportionate   cneigy  and    courage;    to    .ce  that 
'every   department    ef  tlie  public  service  was  pro- 
I  peily    administered  ;     to    take   caie,    that    if   the 
country  was  to  submit  to  extraordinary  sacrifices, 
the  exertionb  wliich  weie  m;>(le    weic   direclted   1  y 
I  those  to  whom   all  ought  to  look    up   with  ccnti- 
]  dence.     In  this  sense  he  certainly   wished  that  tlic 
;  enemy    and  the  people  of  Great  Hrit^iin  ^houhi  be 
:  put  in  posses, ion  of  that,  which  it  was  theol.jedt 
'  of  the  resolutions  to  procure-   Having  said  this,  he 
would  not  pretend   to    deny  thai:.. the  obje'ftofihe 
resolutions   was  to  call  in  qnesiion   the  conducfl  of 
'  ministers  throui^hout   the  wliole    of  the  ntgoiia- 
'  tio;is    and    discussions   which     lidd    taken    place 
■  betwixt   the  two    goveinnients  from  the  time  that 
the  definitive   treaty  of  peace  was  concluded.     To 
'  have  a  full  and  fair  view  of  this  subjedl  it  would, 
I  however,  be   in    the   first  place  necessary,  briefly 
to  advert  to   the   situation  of   the   country   at  the 
!  time  wlien  rhe  treaty  was  concluded.     By  the  2d 
j  of  the  resolutions  it   was  declared,  that   minifters 
'  had  not  made  to  Parliaiiiei.t    such   full  and   ample 
\  communications   as  could  lead  to  any  eftimate  of 
!  the  real    situation    of  the   country,  and   therefore 
I  the  House  was   debarred   from   the  conftitutional 
j  right    of  giving  any  opinion  on  the  ftate  of  pi:b- 
;  lie  afTairs.     A  disposition   had  been  manifefted  to 
i  lay  a  great  deal  of  stress  on  particular  expressions. 
I  He  was  not    at   any  time  disposed   to  question  the 
:  words    whidi    Gentl.  themselves    were  disinclined 
!  to  disavow,  but  he  woiiKI  contend  that  it  was  per- 
j  feelly    parliamentary  to  draw  an    inference   from 
;  the  general  spirit  and  coniplexion  of  the  language 
'  employed   by   those    in  official    situations,  which 
gave  to  that  language  a  degree  of  weight  and  con- 
j  stc|utnce,    whicii    it  did  not  otherwise     possess  ; 
I  which    was    tlie    foundation   of  important    con- 
!  elusions,    and   which    was,    consequently,   in    all 
,  cases,  more  narrowly  canvassed.  He  was  desirous, 
j  ilierefore,  of  diflindlly  rccollecTjing    and  ftiting  to 
j  the  House  the  views  and  experflations  which  had 
been  held  out  at  the  time  of  the  signature  ol  the 
i  definitive   treaty.     He   could    not    better  explain 
;  what  those  views   and   expeclations    were  at  that 
period,  than  by  rcfenin^j  to  the  language  which 
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hpiti  then  been  employed  by  the  R.  Hon.  Geiit.  | 
on  h  r  diher  :,ide  (^Ulr  Adai;.;'  onj,  when  '.he  me- 
rits i.t  ill-  definiti.  r  ticaty  '  ere  so  fully  ''i>.cussed  | 
[TAth  (.t  May  iSd.j  At  ''idt  time,  in  anfiver  to 
some  aij^unients  to  i<iove  fhu  the  peace  could 
not  posbiblv  bt  ot  long  ciuratir.n,  the  R.  tiun. 
Geii'.  hi  I  aid,  '*  i  -tm  imprtssf-d  with  a  t'iorou.;!i 
cuiivid'.Di)  tha:  ilie  ;  cace  whicli  has  row  been  cou- 
ciutUd  will,  in  all  piobabihiy.  be  ot  as  long  ilu- 
ration  a^.  ^ny  ot  the  p:icificarions  conchKlr,.!  at 
vaiiou?  jeriud^  of  tl^.e  last  ctniiny.  I  i-c  rio- 
thnig  11  the  appearance  of  tiie  j.  ;-  in  imies,  in 
the  present  i;  v.'nnunt  of  iTiMicc,  or  the  cha 
raster  or  the  i  i.avunial-j  oi  whii;.]  that  goreiiimer.t 
is  C(j.iipi>  f  .,  which  .it  ii\'  inciuces  me  t''  ih'njk 
th.t  "Ut  pe^cc  will  ni't  ie  laiti  ;."  On  th..t  oc- 
casi'iii  h^  was  among  the  sn-..  i  number  oi  th~sc 
who  iidd  iiniii.imiy  arj;iit(i  iii  favour  of  the  pro- 
pri'.ty  •!  :iii  adai^.-  ■  lo  his  iV'iajt.fty,  lecciiHiif  div.g 
ail  inun  (liaie  settkmcnt  oi  thevaiious  pvjuus 
which  the  tre:itv  h.id  letc  open  to  ui^cusiion, 
an  irom  'vhicli  wc  ;tntici)iated  a  rupture  at  no 
vtr  V  /.lit  ill.  pciuid,  U'.iiesb  an  .uljufliii'.-nt  was  ef- 
kcl:  d.  I  :ii.-  pr(jpv.):.iti()n  had,  however,  been  rc- 
silleo  by  ^ni.  iftets  rfn<l  ujtdl^d  by  tiie  House. 
Wiiat  ih  1  was  tne  statt.-  u'  the  intormation 
which  m.iiilcis  co.'.iinuuicattd  to  pailiament; 
1  he  tadt  w.s,  that  no  information  of  any  kind 
vai  com  .iri'caled  to  the  lalt  parlia'~cnt  jtttr 
the  signa  ure  o:  i  lit  treaty,  except  wh;it  w.is  com- 
municated thtough  his  M^jelly's  gracious  speech 
at  tile  e-incaisiun  id  the  ses-sion.  In  tliat  speech 
ao  expcjlatmn  was  cerip.inly  lielei  ou!  that  there 
was  a  piospctc  of  the  continuance  of  peace, 
and  a  iccommcL  datitni  wr^  fiven  to  cultivate 
the  ad  .'UUge  which  a  slate  ot  peace  presented- 
^Vlth  thi.s  general  impression  the  lafr  parliament 
wa.<  di  solved.  He  certainly  had  never  heard  it 
asserte  .,  and  be  could  in  no  case  admit  the  posi- 
tion, t  lat  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  dissolution  of 
p.iiiia.nent  at  all  lessened  the  obligation  of  mi- 
nisters to  communicate  full  and  fair  explanation 
cfilie  suite  of  i)ui)hc  alT.ur  .  In  ih\s  statL-  the 
m  t;er  coniinutU  tii  ih  ;  opuiirg  of  liie  new  par- 
li.j"cnt  on  the  23d  of  Noveiii,!i,  and  then,  as 
b.i'iie,  all  com-.r.uiiicatiori  was  wuh-held.  Here, 
lu'wt^er,  It  I.  c -.me  impiirtant  to  inquire  what 
were  the  f^  ts  which  had  occurred  duriiij^  the 
intrrvil.  W'lien  thore  whosuppoited  the  leso- 
Itition  coi:tenc;ed  'lat  no  information  of  the  real 
flatc  of  tiic  ro:;  tiy  was  laid  before  Parliament, 
at  the  ();:ening  of  the  sesj-ion  .i  his  Majesty's 
speech  ftom  the  throne,  they  at  the  same  time  ar- 
gued that  everyone  of  the  grounds  of  wmt  enu- 
m'  r-ited  in  his  Majesty'.s  declaration  I.  d  then 
taken  place,  and  were  as  vt  1  known  to  m'liis- 
ters  as  at  the  period  when  the  declaration 
was  publifhe  .  lo  shew  thct  this  assertion  was 
well  loniide<!,  he  .-should  beg  le.^ve  to  difeiH:  the 
attention  of  the  Hi.UbC  to  a  icvv  of  tne  principal 
grt'UiiJs  of  c-.ir,piaiut  and  agree-un  wli'ch  .he 
declaration  contained.  The  nrst  tn  which  .'.e 
would  advert,  was  the  compiaints  of  the  molc.i- 
tati^in  to  which  our  commerce  was  enpo-td.  Fmm 
documents  now  on  the  tab'e,  it  appeared  that 
from  December  1801,  to  the  same  period  in  the 
following  vear,  a  se'iis  of  thtss  complainis  had 
been  preteired  to  miniflers,  and  no  spirited  re- 
monllraiicc  had  taken  place  on  the  subject.  The 
vi.sit  of  the  military  consuls  was  knovii  betoie 
his  Majtrty's  speech  was  delivered,  for  it  app'  areii 
by  a  paper,  whiciiwas  a  few  days  since  laid  before 


the  House,  that  the  inftruAions  ofTalleyiand  to 
Fauvelet,  who  had  been  sent  to  t^ke  soundings 
of  the  harbour  of  Dublin,  that  th.ey  were  dated 
at  an  early  pa.t  of  tlie  month  of  Novemin',  and 
coiisiqnentlv  were  known  to  miniflers  when  Par- 
liament w  opened.  1  '.a.  tiie  dc-igns  of  the 
Firft  Con'i!  o'  France  'vith  respe^ft  to  Swisser- 
lan.l  were  kllo^^■n,  was  a  matter  of  general  noto- 
riety. Miniders  themselves  hid  presented  a  re- 
moii.li.nc.  long  before  hat  pciod.  On  this  part 
of  the  uhjeift  he  shoulii,  before  he  sat  down, 
suUnrii  snnie  .ir.ponant  cons'Hrrdtions.  With  rhe 
annexation  if  Fiedttiont  t  I'.aiive,  ministers  were 
aoi  un:. -quaiiiti  ■;.  J'he  t"  ifi;,catioa  oftheicve- 
nue  of  the  :^pant'li  priori's  or  he  idtr  o.  A'alta, 
there  vms  also  every  1  c^son  tn  think  that  minis- 
ters were  act]u:iintcd  with  even  before  the  dcmi- 
tive  treaty  was  cmcludcd.  The  mission  or  Sc- 
tiaftiani,  min'ftcit  were  fully  npoiized  ot,  long 
before  they  ih  ijotit  proper  pubbcly  to  aPiide 
to  it.  i  hey  wcic  not  ignorant  't  the  time  wiicii 
he  left  France,  and  on  ■  the  i.^th  of  Noxepibrra 
dispatch  from  Gen.  Stewait  annou.-.crd  ms  ariual 
111  Egypt.  Thus  did  it  appear,  tliat  a  1  the  prin- 
cipal grounds  of  the  declaration  were  ptrtf.dlly 
Well  known  to  mii.illeis,  long  belorc  the  decla- 
ration made  its  appearance,  r.ut,  he  would  not 
confine  himself  to  these  circumlfances,  but  would 
refer  to  others  of  not  less  importance,  though 
they  were  not  introduced  into  the  declaration,  and 
very  materially  implieared  the  conduit  ot  minis- 
ters. 1  he  first  ol  these  points  'o  which  he  begged 
leave  to  allude,  was  the  arrangcnient  ol  ihe  Ger- 
man indemnities,  which  to  a  considi  rable  degree 
involved  Briti  h  iiiterefts.  When  he  said  mis, 
he  meant  to  allude  to  the  insult  which  had 
been  ofTered  to  his  Majesty  by  miil>;ling  a  part  of 
iiis  Hanovcfi.in  dominions  10  Suiistv  the  avarice 
oflhegrcaet  powers.  Complete  myllci  y  had  co- 
vered the  whole  Hiisoiess  of  the  indemnities  to  the 
hon.=e  01  Orange,  xor  this  arrangement  an  article 
had  been  introduced  into  the  ireaty  ;  but  nil  the 
papers  were  laid  on  the  table  the  House  had 
been  totally  ignorant  in  what  train  the  nego- 
tiation on  this  subje<St  had  been  leit  by  ministers. 
The  whole  business  about  ihe  order  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  Cape,  and  its  sii'^sequent  retention, 
was  entirely  parsed  over  in  silence.  By  papers 
subsequently  called  for,  it  appeared  that  on  the 
1 6th  of  October,  miniftci-  had  diip.tched  orders 
to  retain  die  Cape,  thougti,  by  a  solemn  treaty, 
it  was  to  be  given  up  within  a  limited  pciiod. 
iVIiniftets,  by  th  s  tieaty,  en'ered  intoa  ftipulation, 
which  Satci',  tl.at  within  a  ^  ertain  peril  d  the  Cape 
should  be  suircndered  to  the  iSatavan  upublic. 
The  treaty  containing  this  ftipulation  had  been 
laid  before  brith  Houses  of  Parliament,  fnd  hnd 
received  their  approbation.  Under  such  circum- 
flances,  minifter'.  had  t..kcn  on  themselves  to  vio- 
late a  uiredl  ftipulation  of  the  treaty.  They  had 
chosen  particularly  to  dispatch  orders  to  suspend 
the  execution  01  ilie  tieaty,  and  of  conseqtiencc  to 
declare  the  country  in  a  state  o*^  war.  At  what 
time,  he  desired  tlie  House  to  consider,  was  it  that 
this  extraordinaiv  ftep  had  been  taken  by  minis- 
ters .''  I  was  jull  about  one  month  from  the  t'-c 
that  Parliament  assembled.  Did  miiiifters,  whea 
Parliament  assembled,  iniorm  the  Hoii-e  of  ilie 
extraor  .inary  measures  to  which  they  had  re- 
sorted .'  1  hi.y  had  not  said  a  single  word  or.  rhe 
sribjctft.  In  a  very  tew  v/ceks  after,  it  had  ap- 
pe-ircd  pr.iper  to  them  to  cvactate  the  Cape,  and 
*   3   C  2 
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then  a  war  virtually  intervened  ;  nil!  miniflers 
continued  to  observe  the  fame  silence.  Some  hop. 
nemhcrs,  and  paiticulHiiy  an  hon.  Gent,  under 
the  galitty  (Mr.  H.  Browne),  whom  he  mud  ever 
cftecm,  had  commended  niiniflers  for  the  silence 
they  had  so  long  observed  on  the  flate  of  public 
affairs.  He  could  not  at  all  accede  to  this  doc- 
trine. The  syfteni  pur;.ued  by  miniders  would, 
under  the  cloak  of  rcspon? ibility,  deftroy  every 
coiiflitutional  principle,  of  parliamentary  right, 
of  discu.'sion,  and  inquiry.  He  sincerly  believed, 
that  if  the  negotiation,  which  haa  lately  termi- 
nated, had  taken  a  favourable  turn,  we  should 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  whole  of  the  orders 
and  couriter-ordeis  of  minirters  ;  all  would  in  a 
short  lime  have  been  involved  in  thedarkcfl  night. 
Every  discusfion  wcidd  have  been  discounte- 
nanced by  ndniders,  and  conversation  in  the 
public  prints  \v>  uld  have  supplied  the  place  of 
otlicial  documents  on  a  matter  of  the  hightCt  im- 
portance. Ii  would  not  be  forgotten  wliat  the 
principles  were  v.hich  miniflers  had  laid  down 
on  this  subjeA.  In  case  of  war  they  were  not  un- 
willing to  grant  what  information  was  required. 
On  tlic  other  hand,  if  theiehad  been  a  favour- 
able peri-d  put  to  the  ncgi'tiations,  miniflers  did 
not  indeed  siy  that  they  \\ould  refuse  all  expla- 
nation, but  tliey  reserved  themselves  as  to  tlic 
ca^e.  (Ill  which  they  considered  such  information 
expedient,  useful,  or  necefsary.  Having  gone 
through  these  observations,  as  tending  to  shew 
the  propriety  of  the  two  hrft  resolutions,  the  R. 
Hon.  Gent,  proceeded  to  examine  in  detail  the 
grounds  on  wliich  the  third  resolution  was  found- 
ed. J  roin  the  two  firft  resolutions,  the  third  ap- 
peared to  flow  as  a  necessary  inference.  It  in- 
volved a  variety  of  set  ious  and  weighty  observ.^- 
tions.  Firft,  in  the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
on  our  ships  by  the  officers  of  the  French  go- 
vernment. One  hon.  Gent,  seemed  to  consider, 
that  on  this  point  there  was  no  leasonable  groimd 
of  complaint.  H  injuries  had  been  received,  Bri- 
tish sul  jecfts  had  only  to  appeal  to  the  national 
courts  of  jufticc.  But,  what  he  begged  the  House 
to  consider  were  these  national  courts  of  jullice. 
The  principal  ground  of  complaint  was,  that  these 
couits  of  appeal  decide  only  by  taking  immediate 
posession  of  the  prizes  submitted  to  their  deci- 
sion. Kut  vihat  dots  the  Firfl  Consul  say  to  the 
complaints  of  British  subjetSts .'  Why,  he  tells 
them,  that  they  muft  appeal  to  the  tribunals  of 
the  country,  to  the  very  tribunals  from  which  all 
the  injuftice  coinplaincd  of  had  been  received. 
i.et  juftiec  take  its  ceuijC,  is  tiie  language  of  the 
Firft  Consul  ;  and  the  grosstrt:  injuftice  is  the 
course  v/hich  this  pretended  julticc  invariably  pur- 
sues. The  capture  is  divided,  and  the  British 
claimant  is  fi  reed  to  bear  those  losses,  againR 
whicli  the  remonflrances  of  miniilers  had  failed  to 
poteT:  them.  In  failing  to  remonflrate  with  vi- 
gour agaiiift  a  species  of  aggression,  so  contrary  to 
ever)'  principle  of  intercourse  between  civilized 
nations,  miniflers  had  incurred  a  very  grave  and 
fciious  responsibility.  The  mission  of  the  French 
IViihtary  Consul  d'd  not  appear  to  him  to  be  de- 
fcribed  in  hit.  Mtjelfy's  declaration,  in  terms  at  all 
correspondent  to  the  nature  of  the  insult.  It  was 
an  outrage  in  all  respects  so  gross,  that  miiiifters 
otiglit  with  much  greater  spirit  to  kave  resented 
the- rittempt  t;)  violate  the  usages  of  independent 
Rations,  it  aftbitkd  limi  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree of  satisf^iiliou,  on  a  foraitr  occasion,  to  find 


that  the  tv/o  eminent  and  mofl  considerable 
members  of  the  House  were  completely  agreed 
in  opinion  that  the  mission  of  those  indi- 
viduals was  a  griSb  insult,  and  that  in  twenty-four 
hours  after  their  arrival  they  ought  to  have  been 
peremptorily  retjuired  to  quit  the  country.  But 
this  was  an  adequate  satis  faction  ;  and,  if  the  French 
government  reluscd  to  give  satisfaction,  there  could 
be  no  eioubt  that  war,  to  avenge  this  national  insult, 
would  have  been  justifiable.  In  vaiii,  however, 
had  these  two  great  chaiacters  expressed  such  an 
opinion.  Ministers  had  cho.-en  to  pursue  a  course 
totally  diiierent.  No  memorial  could  be  laid  de- 
fore  the  House,  not  bceause  they  iiad  not  remon- 
strated, liut  because  the  remoiioti -ince  had  taken 
piMce  meiely  in  a  verbal  conference  with  the 
French  Ambassador,  The  next  p  int  on  which 
he  wished  to  touch,  was  one  which,  he  said,  he 
considered  as  of  the  highest  importance.  He 
nieant  to  allude  t<i  the  situation  of  Holland. — On 
this  subject  it  also  afforded  him  real  delight,  as  he 
was  sure  it  must  have  done  to  the  House  at  large, 
to  find  the  two  Rt.  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox),  to  whom  he  had  already  alluded,  speaking 
with  respect  to  the  policy  which  this  country 
ought  to  pursue  with  respect  to  Holland,  those 
sentiments,  which  every  Fnglishman  could  not 
fail  cordiiily  to  approve.  For  his  own  part  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  he  considered  the 
conduct  of  the  French  government  to  the  Batavian 
Republic,  independent  of  all  other  considerations, 
to  he  a  full,  fair,  and  iinanbwerable  ground  of  war. 
What  he  had  to  complain  of  in  the  conduct  of 
ministers  was,  that  they  had  not  shewn  that  zeaj 
and  activity  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  re- 
monstrating against  the  violence  and  the  injustice 
of  the  Frencii  government  to  the  Dutch,  which 
their  duty  to  the  public  imperiously  called  on  them 
to  dt3[)lay.  £0  far  from  making  the  c.iuse  of  the 
Batavian  Republic  distinctly  the  cause  of  this 
country,  they  appeared  on  ail  occasions  backward 
to  take  up  the  business.  So  far  from  availing 
themselves  of  opportunities  which  occurred  of  re- 
viving the  solid  connexion  of  friendship  and  in- 
terest which  it  was  so  obviously  the  mutual  inte- 
re-.t  of  b<;th  countries  to  maintain,  tlieir  conduct 
was  marked  b)'  weakness,  irresolution,  and  timi- 
dity. It  had  been  remarked  by  one  Hon.  Gent., 
tli3t  in  making  their  stand  forMalta,  ministers  had 
made  their  stand  for  a  truly  British  object.  When 
he  considered  the  manner  in  which  the  stand  was 
made,  whatever  he  might  think  of  the  importance 
01  Malta,  he  could  not  perfectly  coincide  with  that 
sentiment.  But  even  granting  that  Malta  was  a 
fair  British  object,  he  would  ak  of  ministers  whe- 
ther, on  their  own  principles,  a  stsnd  in  favour  of 
Holland  was  not  of  infinitely  more  importance  in 
a  national  point  of  view.  Was  there  anyman  who 
did  not  think  that  ministers  ought  firmly  and  man- 
'ully  to  have  remonstrated  against  the  continuance 
of  the  French  tioops  in  Holland  :  V\'as  thete  any 
man  who  expected  that  ministers  had  neglected 
making  such  remonstrance  with  energy  ;ind  spi- 
rit .'  It  was,  he  must  coni'efs,  to  his  infinite  asto- 
nisliment,  that  he  found  that  no  memorial  had 
been  presented  to  the  French  government  on  the 
subject;  not  that  no  memorial  or  remonstrance 
had  been  drawn  up  with  the  view  of  being  pre- 
sented ;  not  that  it  had  not  been  transmitted  ta 
Ptiris,  wiih  the  view  vf  being  laid  before  the  First 
Consul;  but  that  after  being  in  the  hands  of  our 
ambassador-,  ministers  had  at  length  di'^covtred 
that  it  would  be  more  wise,  prudent,  and  proper. 
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that  it  should  not  be  delivered.  And  on  what  mo- 
live  was  it  that  so  extraordinary  a  neglect  of  tlie 
anobt  imperious  duty  was  attempted  to  be  justi- 
fied ?  The  justification  was  niDie  humiliating  and 
dcgraiiin;^  than  the  neglect  itself.  It  was  not  true 
that  ministers  were  not  sensible  of  the  importance 
of  getting  the  French  troops  removed  from  the 
Batavian  Republic:  it  was  not  that  they  did  not 
conceive  that,  according  to  the  clearest  principles 
•of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  most  obvious  max- 
ims ot  a  natirnal  policy,  they  had  an  undeniable 
right  to  intKriere,;  but  they  declined  interfering, 
on  the  liasc  ..nd  dishonourable  princip'e,  that  then- 
interference  might  li.ive  excited  the  jealousy  of  the 
French  ;^()vcrnmcnt.  Was  such  language  to  he 
endured  in  an  English  Parliament?  Was  a  British 
.Secretary  of  State  to  tell  a  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  a  memorial  drawn  up  in  bihalf  of  an 
anciejit  and  valuable  ally,  in  support  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  a  power  with  which  we  have  a  niu- 
lual  interest,  shouKi,  from  considerations  of  pru- 
dence, propriety,  oi  wi'^dom,  from  a  dread  of  irii- 
tating  Fiance,  be  cancelled  or  buried  in  oblivion. 
&&."h  was  the  disgracelul  picture  which  the  con- 
duct of  ministers  to  the  Batavian  Republic  pre- 
sented. Now,  as  to  their  conduct  to  Swibserland, 
lie  confes.ed  that  here  too  ministers  seemed  to 
prove  highly  rcoiehensible.  In  offering  a  lew  ob- 
servations on  this  subject,  he  begged  leave  to  go 
back  a  good  deal  farthei-  than  had  been  gone  by 
any  of  those  by  whom  the  subject  had  been  men- 
tioned. What  lie  should  state  in  the  first  instance, 
he  should  state  on  the  autliority  of  very  preva- 
lent rumours,  though  he  would  not  take  upon  him- 
self to  say,  that  these  rumours  were  in  all  respects 
accurate  as  to  the  facts.  He  had  good  reason, 
however,  for  believing  that  as  early  as  the  spring 
of  last  year,  several  persons  of  eminent  character, 
and  iiivesccd  with  considerable  situations,  had 
come  from  Swisseriand  to  London,  with  the  view 
of  consulting  about  the  best  ratuns  of  providing 
against  that  interference  of  the  Frencli  govern- 
ment in  their  internal  atfiiis  thev  had  even  then 
began  to  dread.  He  had  heaid  that  these  indivi- 
duals, so  far  from  being  received  with  favour  or 
viih  kindness,  it  was  not  till  after  a  solicitation 
of  nearly  two  months  tliat  they  could  gain  admis- 
sion to  any  one  of  his  iVlajesty's  ministers.  This 
Wuis  a  circumstance  ol  consideiable  importance, 
and  could  not  fail  to  make  a  strong  impression  on 
the  House,  But  he  wished  to  point  out  particu- 
larly the  application  of  this  circumstance  as  throw- 
ing light  on  the  conduct  of  ministers.  They  must 
have  known  long  before  October,  when  their  re- 
monstrance in  bthalf  of  Swissetland  was  present- 
ed, what  was  the  real  situation  of  that  country.  In 
June  the  fears,  the  wishes,  and  the  views  of  the 
inhabitants  had  been  explained  to  them.  He  wish- 
ed to  know  from  ministers  what  circumstances 
existed  to  induce  them  to  remonstrate  in  October, 
xvhich  did  not  operate  with  equal  force  in  June  ? 
Was  not  the  light  of  interference  ecjual .'  Were 
not  the  claims  ot  the  Swiss  as  powerful  :  Was  not 
their  situation  as  much  recommended  to  protec- 
tion .'  Was  there  not  then  a  much  greater  pioba- 
bility  of  successful  resistance  than  at  the  time 
vlieu  the  remonstrance  was  presented,  when,  in 
fact,  that  was  done  beyond  the  power  of  lepaia- 
tion,  which  it  was  the  object  of  Mr.  Moore's  jour- 
ney to  prevent:  Did  ministers  expect  th<it  any 
tiling  mysterious  was  to  result  from  this  journey? 
l^jd  they  hope  to  find   an  Austrian  army  at  Con- 


stance, ready  to  afTord  protection  to  a  persecuted 
country.  The  whole  remonstrance  evinced  nei- 
ther dignity  nor  fo-esight.  It  w.  s  etjually  dcti- 
tute  of  policy,  wisdom,  or  anility. The  memo- 
rial h  id  been  presented  to  the  French  govern- 
ment on  the  Icth  of  October,  aiid  nothing  more  is 
heard  of  it  till  the-  27th  of  February,  when  Ld, 
WhitT/orth  is  instructed  to  demand  an  ans-.xti  to 
the  remonstrance.  Was  no  inqiiii  y  m.ide  durint^ 
the  whole  intermediate  space,  in  what  light  the 
memorial  was  regarded  by  the  French  govern- 
ment? Was  this  a  mattci  of  such  trilling  impor- 
tance, that  ministers  chose  to  overlook  it  ?  W>s 
not  this  refusal  to  give  anyanswei,  an  indiiecc 
way  ot  telling  ministers,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment was  determined  not  to  permit  ihcm  to  inter- 
fere on  the  Continent  r  Was  it  not  a  tacit  mode 
of  establishing  what  ministers  conld  not  hut  kno\V 
was  the  avowed  and  favourite  object  of  the  am- 
bition of  the  First  Consul?  Mnis'icrs  on  every 
consideration  of  wisdom  and  policy  ought  rmch 
e-irlier  to  have  demanded  explanation.  As  to 
Piedmont,  he  had  to  oiler  a  (ew  observations.  On 
a  former  occasion  the  situation  of  the  King  of  S.u- 
dinia  had  given  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  discussicui. 
On  the  debates  on  the  D<  linitivc  Treaty,  wheu  it 
was  objected  that  no  provison  was  obtained  for 
that  Sovereign,  a  noble  Secretary  of  State  oppo- 
site (Ld  Hawkesbury)  had  said,  that  he  had  not 
only  lost  all  right  to  interference  on  his  behalf  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  but  had,  from  his  conduct, 
placed  himself  in  the  situation  of  being  consider- 
ed as  an  enemy.  Against  such  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject he  did  protest  at  the  time,  and  must  at  all 
times  protest  in  the  strongest  terms.  Because  a 
Piincewho,  fighting  in  our  cause,  had  been  ^liip- 
ped  of  his  dominions,  and  deprived  of  his  all,  was 
for  awhile  obliged  to  assume  the  nominal  appear- 
ance of  a  foe,  he  could  never  admit  the  doctrine.^ 
which  the  Noble  l^ord  had  laid  down.  But  on  a 
sudden  a  most  important  change  is  introduced  in 
the  situation  of  this  Soveieign.  From  being 
something  little  short  of  an  avowed  enemy,  he  is 
at  once  converted  into  a  favourable  ally,  for  whom 
ample  security  is  to  be  obtained  ;or  all  his  losses. 
And  how  is  this  new  indemnity  to  be  procured  ? 
Why,  by  th.e  rare  scheme  of  the  cession  of  Lam- 
pedr.sa,  and  by  tacking  the  poor  King  of  Sardinia 
to  the  end  of  the  projet,  which  contains  two  arti- 
cles which  mav  be  either  admitted  or  not,  as  the 
French  Minister  for  Foreign  AlFairs  chooses  to  re- 
ceive them.  VV^hether,  however,  the  menace  of 
war  or  proffer  of  peace  was  considered,  the  whole 
conduct  of  ministers  to  that  un'oitunate  Prince 
appeared  equally  disgusting.  Now  as  to  the  di- 
rect subject  of  Malta.  He  could  not  but  think  that 
a  total  want  of  policy  with  regard  to  Russia  h.iil 
been  discovered  by  mini-ters,  while  negoriationj 
were  going  forward  on  this  subject.  Russia  is  al- 
lowed on  all  hands  to  have  been  the  principal 
power  on  which  ministeis  relied  for  the  guarantee 
of  Malta  at  the  tine  the  io:h  article  ot  the  Ticaty 
was  firmed.  Now,  what  happened  while  such 
was  the  avowed  wish  and  design  ©f  ministeis? 
Ministers  signed  aTre.Tty,  by  one  article  of  which 
Russia  is  to  be  invited  to  be  one  of  the  guarantees 
of  the  it::dependence  of  the  Island  of  Malta  ;  and 
this  ministers  do,  while  at  the  very  moment  they 
were  making  this  requisition,  they  were  conscious 
that  such  a  guarantee  would  l)e  directly  contiary 
to  a  previous  arrangement  betwixt  this  Con-  try 
and  Russia.   [Here  he  read  an  extract  from  Count 
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Woronzow's  Note  on  the  i2th  of  November,  sta- 
ting this  fact.]  The  liistcry  which  he  h^d  at  pre- 
stnr  to  prei^ent  to  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
?.Ialta,  w.s  shoit  and  simple,  iinleo?  the  Nore  to 
Tvhich  lie  h:id  allurfed  was  a  direct  toigery,  which 
there  was  no  reason  whatever  to  sun[)osc.  The 
language  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  the  minis- 
ters of  this  coiintiy,  or  to  tlie  French  government 
is — "  You  wisli  me  to  be  one  of  the  guarantees  of 
Malta,  agrteiblv  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  Trtafy 
of  Amiens,  which  I  am  far  from  wisling  to  uuder- 
takr  ;  but  if  I  were  willing,  I  cannot  accept  the 
inviiaCion  ;  it  is  not  in  inv  povev,  as  you  must  be 
perfectly  .i ware.  V'ou  Iciiow  that  I  iia>e  already 
enteied  into  an  sgrceuicnt  with  your  Ccjur;  rela- 
tive to  Malta,  in  is  ii.iture  er.iiie;y  contraiy  to 
the  guarantee  you  re(]tiiic." — Is  i;  really  true  that 
*'ic  Kind's  prinist.  rs  kirew  tl.at  such  av-.<s  tlie  si- 
taation  of  ihe  Eniju-ror  of  Russia  witfire^aJ  to 
Malta;  ai'.d  diti  ih.ey  really  form  an  article  ^vhich 
they  must  have  t)cin  nonsv  iou':  at  the  time  couM 
never  bf  fulfilled.  Those  who  olijected  to  the  ar- 
ticle oiiginaliy,  did  so  rn  t!ie  ground  of  t!ie  diffi- 
culties which  C(  uld  not  fail  lo  r.ttcnd  its  being 
carried  into  exfcution,  liow  nii:ch  strongei-  rea- 
sons iiad  ministers  to  entertain  sach  an  opinion, 
'i'lirv  knew  fh>t  it  was  contirirv  to  the  wishes  of 
the  iimperoi  of  Russia  to  inuit-rtake  the  guaran- 
tee. They  knew  further,  that  it  was  impo.sible 
that  he  could,  consi  tcntly  with  a  former  sokmii 
tngagemenr,  ur.dertakf ,  and  yet  w;th  such  know- 
ledge tliey  conclude  the  Tit  ntv,  and  giavelycall 
for  ths  giiaran'ee.  'n  the  wh'  !e  ..;.iiai>  ^-.f  diplo- 
macy, he  believed.,  it  would  be  difiicult  to  find  any 
parallel  lo  t!u  conduct  oi  minister.s  in  tits  point  ; 
of  a  piece  with  ;his  was  tlic  manner  in  which  they 
had  acted  with  respect  to  the  sale  ot  the  pi  iorie."; 
of  the  Order  of  Maltu  in  Spain.  They  knew,  that 
•without  re\'enues  the  restoration  of  the  Older  was 
utterly  iiap-.aclicable,  but,  at  the  very  tiiTie  wjien 
the  Definitive  Treaty  was  signed,  llicy  had  cveiy 
reason  for  thinking  tiiat  in  Italy,  in  Bavaria,  and 
in  Spain,  the  revenues  of  tlie  Older  were  either 
confijcaied,  or  on  the  eve  of  being  confiscated. 
After  all  this  knowledge  they  come  f'.-rward  and 
call  for  the  guaaniees,  to  pavt  the  way  for  the 
restoration  ot  the  Or.'e  \  He  w.is  ai;.i[!ous  to  tiear 
■what  account  ministers  would  be  able  t(>  gi^  of 
these  ciicii  iistances,  towdrich  he  had  now  al'uded. 
If  they  wcrj  iabe,  he  -hould  reji  ire  to  fiiul  that 
this  WIS  he  ca^e.  It,  however,  on  the  othei  hand 
they  vveic  f  ilse,  how  wa'-  it  possible  for  any  man 
to  conceive  that  nini.tcis  ever  could  have  ei  tcr- 
taiaed  the  r.m  t<ft  idea  or  the  icsturation  of  the 
Order  ot  St.  |ohii  of  Jerusalcn^  in  Multi  ?  Before 
he  concluded,  l:e  wished  to  occupy  the  attention 
ot  the  Hou'-e  a  'ew  moments  en  the  subject  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  u!  tiie  irnpo/taiice  of  tiie 
Cape  as  a  naval  station,  no  diversity  ot  ojunion 
piev.iiltd.  Ail  those  whose  hiihits  of  liie  led  ihtin 
to  forip  the  moj.t  accurate  ideas  of  its  value,  were 
those  who  spoke  most  higiily  of  its  importance. 
It  was  intrelv  with  the  view  of  an  absolute  neces- 
sity of  Its  sui  render  at  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
that  the  cession  was  ever  attempted  to  be  justified. 
On  thi--  ground  alone  had  the  expediency  of  ce- 
ding the  tape  been  argued,  both  on  the  Ptelimi- 
nary  Articles  and  the  Definitive  frcaty.  With 
this  improsion  powerfully  operating  on  his  mind, 
it  wjs,  lie  said,  with  no  small  degree  of  surprise 
that  he  found,  on  referring  to  the  French  otTicial 
papers,  that  the  piopositiou  for  ccdiiig  the  Cape 


01  igin-itcd  with  the  minister  of  this  country;  that 
it  was  brought  forward  even  so  early  as  the  second 
conference  He  begged  leave  to  pre-,s  this  on  the 
attention  of  the  House,  which  in  the  niii  is  of 
many  gentlemen  cciild  not  fp.il  tf  excite  vnv  con- 
siderable surprise.  He  recurred  tii  rh.  ord-r  for 
retaining  tie  Cape,  and  on  this  subjct  t  he  made 
some  veiy  pointed  observations.  It  was  gtueral- 
ly  undjrstt  od  the  orders  for  'he  retc.iion  were 
sent  out  on  the  fith  it  ^) -toiler,  with  re'erence  to 
the  prospe.  t  of  a  wai  with  Fra  .ce.  o;:  account  of 
her  unjv:^tihat)!c  i;ite;  tcrenr e  wiih  bwisstrland. 
He  would  not  now  decide  how  la:  ihiy  was  politic 
or  wise,  but  tiiis,  however,  he  woulu  Say,  that,  if 
the  iiiteifcreiice  ot  France  with  Swisfcilano  wa,  a 
just  ground  ot  war,  the  s?r>-:c  intei  ferenre  with  re- 
spedt  to  Koiland  was  a  It  a  moie  powerful  reason 
for  hofliiiiics.  If  the  occupation  of  Swiss- rland 
by  I  tench  tri  ..s  \/as  a  lair  ground  ot  fmon- 
•  hance,  it  snrely  was  not  less  so  with  tcgard  to 
Holland.  Now  miuiflcis  on  thei6tiiot  Otbiher 
dispatched  order.s  to  retain  the  Cape  of  G  lod 
Hope,  under  an  apprehension  of  the  renewal  of 
v.'ar,  on  account  of  the  unjuft  att  i^pis  of  the 
French  government  t)  inirose  a  foinio  overii- 
mt-n  on  the  Siviss  peoidt.  On  the  t4ih  ui  No- 
vember rjey  receive  a  dispatcli  bom  the  I-ritish 
ininiflerat  tlie  H.igue,  which  give,  he"i  no  ro  m 
♦o  entertain  any  hope  of  the  lieuch  troop;  b'-"ig 
speedily  wiihd' awn   fioni    lioii..ii(i.     Do  they  o  s- 

!  cover  nev\' jealousy,  and  ail^pt  new  rr.easures  of 
precautitm  .'   On    the   contrary,    t!i';>,  sei^j  out  or- 

j  tiers  for  tlie  evacuation  of  thCape!  He  desired 
g'.ntlemrii  lei  contraft  thi';  with  the  ordei  ot  the 
same  dav  ^n  the  prv  ceding  nion.h,  and  then  judge 
of  .hetaen  s  or  the  coi  siitcnc."  oi  nm  ilt  i  .  le 
Rr.  Hon.  Gent,  alter  recapii  ul  Jtnig  m' enio  ciiig 
all  his  arj^rments,  sat  down  by  gu-  ng  his  t  -'Mai 
vote  for  dcclaiing  hi>-  Majefly's  prc-tut  mii  'fiers 
unworthy  of  the  conlidciuetiU'arlia  ■■  enr.  ai  .'  un- 
fit to  n:anase  the  allaiis  ot  the  enipiic  at  s.'  peri- 
lous a  criMS, 

The  Cii.iN'Ci  LL-^R  of  the  E.xci:E':fr.-<  'i.i'n}.  t]rit 
111  11,  h  I, as  tui  tlie  picsenl  an!  on  tortiici  occ  i  i  -iS 
been  i  e.ma  k>  el  upon  the  treaty  of  Amieii  .  I 
fhall  not  only  lepeat  what  I  abv.iys  hav..  fd  anel 
said  respectiiig  it,  viz.  th.at  conscientiously  anel 
deliberately  1  e-ntertaiii  the  same  opinion  of  ii  as 
I  did  at  the  tin  e  it  was  iirmediately  under  dis- 
cu  sum,  ;;nd  tiiat  o,)inion  jnompts  me  to  pro- 
it  iiiiic  :h.>.t  It  wa  -  a  measure  not  only  wisv,  pru- 
ebnt,  and  llecei^alyat  the  tiir.e  it  wa<- a  .opted, 
i)nt  that  ii  has  since  lice  n  pioductive  of  tin  most 
benelieial  consequences  ;  nor  will  I  I  csita  t  to  af- 
firm, that  I  should  not  have  now  t  >  con^'iatulate 
von,  the  H-tiv  ,  and  the  country  on  ih  spirit,  the 
vi^^'our,  and  the  unanimity  whith  the  pe.sent 
emergency  has  call- el  forth,  were  it  not  'or  that 
very  treaty  whieir  is  so  loudly  arraigned  and  so 
severely  stigmatized  Ot  the  wisdom  a.d  bene- 
ficial consceiiiences  of  that  t'caty,  not  only  do  I 
continue  to  ictain  a  hardened  sense,  but  1  am 
ready  now  to  go  furtliet,  and  to  affirm  that  it  was 
also  wise  and  desirable  to  endeavour  to  maintain 
it;  and  until  the  causes  have  occuned  which  pro- 
duced the  picsent  rupture,  causes  wh  ch  have 
been  stated  with  all  possible  truth  and  accuracy,' 
it  was  the  first  wish  of  my  heart,  and  i  think  I 
may  veniure  to  say,  that  it  was  likewise  the  first 
wish  of  the  hearts  of  my  colleagues  in  office,  that 
the  peace  might  have  been  maiutaincd  if  it  could 
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be  maintained  consktently  with  the  honour,  the 
dignity,  and  the  interests  of  the  country,  'r'.iit 
since  onr  anxiou.  wislics  iu  that  respect  have 
been  Irustraled,  a  iJ  war  has  necessarily  .iri^en,  I 
tru  c  I  am  prepaieJ  tu  meet  th3  crisis  >vi:h  the 
ftelini'S  of  an  Englifhman,  and,  (nxious  as  1  was 
to  .■'litaih  ihe  sword,  1  siiall  now  bi  found  no  less 
dett'niineu  to  unsheath  it,  until  it  appc^r  that 
the  ii  >nour  of  the  /-ountry  remains  untouched,  and 
that  its  safety  and  independence  are  mure  clTcc- 
tually  secured. — —Let  me  now  be  permitted  to 
advett  to  what  h^s  been  ratlier  hirshly  observed 
respectii'.L,  the  temper  wiiicli  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters aie  said  to  have  observed  respecting  tlie  con- 
duct of  tiie  French  Goverrmcnt.  Their  desire  of 
peace  had  no  doubt  induced  ihcm  to  manitest  no 
inconsiderable  share  of  patience  and  forbearance; 
but  they  felt  th^t  the  oituatioji  of  F;an;e  itself, 
and  the  ciicumstances  in  which  was  placed  tlie 
person  who  held  the  chief  rule  in  that  ctiuniry, 
called  for  some  allowances.  These  circn  nslances 
might  seem  perliaps  for  a  time  to  justify  the  con- 
duct of  that  person.  His  mind  was  so  pamperc<l 
with  victories  ;  it  was  so  dazzled  with  the  addi- 
tional splendour  that  was  shed  upon  his  name, 
that  it  might  not  be  fair  to  expect  he  w.iuld  im- 
mediately sit  down  in  quiet,  and  soberly  cxtmine 
what  PM'^ht  best  belong  to  his  new  situation. 
Under  that  impression  it  was  judged  wise  to  ob- 
serve a  certain  decree  of  forbearance  with  respect 
to  what  should  othtiwise  be  noticei.1  in  the  Fien^h 
Government  at  other  limes,  and  under  other  cir- 
cumstances. A  desire  to  nrike  these  aLowaiices 
produced  the  lorbearsnce  wliich  had  ma  ked  the 
conduct  of  ministers,  a  conduct  to  which  I  feel  is 
now  owing  the  spiiit  and  the  energy  which  the 
country  seems  prepared  to  display.  That  forbear- 
ance which  fome  gentlemen  are  so  prone  to  cen- 
sur?,  ministers,  I  ihink  have  reason  to  boast  ot. 
It  has  produced  no  bad  consequences,  if  we  are  to 
go  to  war;  it  lias  neither  delayed  too  1  mg,  nor 
has  it  brought  it  on  one  hour  too  S:)on.  If  it  had 
been  brought  on  sooner,  we  should  not  be  actuat- 
ed by  that  spirit  and  courage  which,  under  the 
guidance  of  Providence,  will,  I  trust,  enable  us  to 
get  through  tlic  contest  with  honour  and  success. 
1  will  again  repeat  it.  I  am  free  to  confess,  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ininlstcrs  has  argued 
throughout,  an  uniform  spirit  of  forbearance, 
which  might  appear,  perhaps,  to  have  been  car- 
ried to  an  extreme  ;  but,  I  am  at  the  same  time 
warranted  in  asserting,  that  in  no  iiistaace  has  it 
exhibited  a  single  proof  of  uinnanly  and  unbe- 
coming concession;  and  in  no  iii'-tancc  has  it  been 
marked  by  any  one  act  of  that  ceici  iption.  Let 
me  next  briefly  advert  to  the  language  which  I  am 
faid  to  have  held  upon  diiTcrent  occasions.  I  have 
been  charged  by  the  R.  Hon.  Gent,  of  holding  out 
expectations  or  the  concinu;ince  of  peace,  wiiich 
expectations  have  since  been  proved  wot  to  be 
justliied  by  circumstances  of  the  moment.  His 
Majesty's  ministers  have  also  been  charged  with 
with-liolding  from  Parl.ament  those  commuinca- 
iions  which  Parliament  had  a  right  to  expect,  and 
which  it  Was  their  duty  to  have  made.  As  far. 
Sir,  as  my  recollection  will  bear  me  back,  I  am 
ready  to  testate  the  expresiion  to  which  the  U. 
Hon.  Gent,  seems  to  allude.  My  noble  friend 
(Ld.  Hawkeshury)  also  exj)iesscd  himself  in  the 
same  language.  We  stated  that  we  had  no  reli- 
ance at  any  time  on  the  continuance  of  peace,  !nit 
such  as  arooe  fiuai  a  view  of  the  iitoation  of  tiie 


cnemv,  and  the  consciousness  of  our  own  strength. 
Fia'ice  might  have  di  covered  the  fame  restlesu 
spiiit  ot  ambition  that  ha.':  ever  marked  her  cha- 
lacter.  Yet,  on  the  occasion  to  which  the  P.. 
Hen.  Gent,  seems  to  rcter,  I  did  say,  -hat  t'le  peace 
might  last  as  long  as  any  other;  <jnd  1  then  also 
added,  that  the  only  chance  of  its  continuance 
arose  from  the  energy  of  our  ctr'.ir'ih,  and  the 
impregnable  secuiityof  our  restnirccs.  1  was  of 
the  same  opinion  w'-k  n  the  preliminaries  wcie 
discussed.  The  sam-;  language  have  I  held  in  tic 
debates  of  last  session.  Iki:  the  P.  Hon  Gent, 
observes,  that  the  conduct  oi  the  French  (iovtrn- 
ment  sh  :uld  have  inspii  ed  diii'i  ent  apprthensiors. 
1  am  sure  I  am  not  very  much  disponed  to  Hatter 
and  complimen.'  the  person  Vvho  is  now  at  the 
hend  ot  the  F'lruch  Government;  but  stiil  [  must 
say,  that  I  could  see  nothing  in  his  conduct  which 
led  me  to  believe  ih  it  it  was  his  policy  to  renew 
hostilities.  In  this  1  am  willing  to  allow  that  I 
may  have  been  deceived  ;  but  his  sending  at  the 
time  the  reu^ainiiig  navy  of  France  to  bt.  Domin- 
go, his  exposing  so  !aiL!,e  a  portion  both  of  his 
naval  and  mill  at y  force,  were  surely  pretty  rea- 
sonable indications  of  a  pacitic  system  ;  nor  can 
it  well  be  accounted  for,  but  on  a  principle  of 
peace.  It  has  ^Isn  been  asserted,  that  in  the  dis- 
cussion on  his  Majesty's  speech,  on  the  J3d  of 
November,  an  assurance  was  expressed  by  me, 
that  Jheie  was  no  pro'oability  of  a  rupture.  What 
I  then  said  was  in  answer  to  an  Hon.  Gent,  who 
obseivcd  tliat  he  u'ls  concerned  to  see  tliat  it  was 
likely  hostilities  would  be  icncwcd.  .-ill  1  assert- 
ed on  the  occasiun  was,  that  1  saw  no  piobabiliiy 
ot  an  immediate  rupture  at  that  time.  Similar 
language  is  said  also  to  have  been  used  by  me 
when  the  question  respecting  the  income  of  h  s  R. 
H.  the  Piinccot  Wale-  was  under  discussion.  I 
am  supposed  t'un  to  have  observed  tii^t  we  were 
in  profound  peace.  That  1  merit ioned  our  being 
at  peace,  1  reaiHIy  agree,  lutt  I  do  not  think  thac 
I  made  use  of  the  word  />>ofounJ.  The  circum- 
stance which  led  me  to  make  use  of  the  expres- 
sion was  an  allusl  n  to  the  language  that  was 
used  in  i  7q6,  when  the  same  subject  was  under 
the  consideration  of  Parliament.  It  was  then  ol>- 
servtd  that  it  was  right  10  continue  tire  rcstric- 
li  ins  on  the  expenditure  of  his  R.  FT.  on  account  of 
the  extreme  dililcnkies  of  the  times.  3\\t  I  observ- 
ed, on  the  occasion  allu.led  to,  that  the  restric- 
tions that  might  be  proper  in  time  of  war,  mirht 
as  properly  be  dene  away  in  time  of  peace,  and  if 
1  added  the  word  f''.f-,un4,  it  was  probably  only 
front  tire  usual  combination  of  the  two  words. 
Another  conversation  has  also  been  refci red  to, 
which  took  place  in  a  di  =  cussion  on  the  Consoli- 
dated F'uud.  In  that  conversation  I  am  again 
supposed  to  have  said,  that  1  hai  no  expcc.atioa 
that  the  war  v/ou!d  be  renewed.  What  I  said 
then  mcre'v  referred  to  the  state  of  our  i.aval  and 
military  strength,'  which  I  asserted  was  net  in- 
tended to  answer  Hny  views  of  amiiiiion  and  a^- 
graiid'zement,  imi  b.ad  only  in  coniemplati^m  tiic 
assertion  of  our  just  rights,  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  blessings  ot  peace.  Cut  i  H!U  eager  now  to 
release  the  House  iVom  any  further  reterence  to 
any  language  used  by  me.  I  wish  then  to  .'"est 
their  opinion  on  better  authority  ;  let  the  Fl  mcc, 
therefore,  coo'-ult  .he  ncorc-ls  of  Parliament,  ai-.d 
they  wi  I  there  find  what  were  the  real  sentitnenci 
of  iiis  M.ijesfy's  ministers.  Let  tiicm  consult  the 
speech  of  his  Majesty  at  the  tegicning  cf  lire  s,*-  - 
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sion,  and  the  address,  and  even  the  amendment  to 
the  addiess,  which  were  nmved  on  that  occasion. 
Do  ihey  imply  any  thin^  like  the  opinion  which  I 
am  asserted  to  have  uttered  ?  On  the  contrary, 
did  not  the  sentiments  there  expressed  create  great 
anxiety  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  ?  Is  it  to 
be  snpposed  that  I  should  have  expressed  a  per- 
fect conviction  that  no  rtntwal  of  hostilities 
wuuhl  t:ike  place,  at  a  time  when  I  v;as  agiceing 
to  a  targe  naval  and  military  establishment  '  Why 
should  those  who  priiposcd  such  precautions,  be 
imagined  to  he  wholly  without  any  apprehension 
of  war  ?  This  surely  would  argue  a  siranga  and 
unaccountable  inconsistency  bctvvten  their  opi- 
nions ;uul  their  measures.  I'he  preparations  then 
advisid  and  pur  ued,  ate  tb.eret'ore  the  best  proof 
of  what  were  the  real  sentiments  of  ministers — 
and  if  that  proof  were  not  sufficient,  an  additional 
one  might  be  found  in  the  observations  which  1 
made  at  the  time  it  was  pioposed  to  renew  the  re- 
striction on  the  Cash  Payment  of  the  Bank,  viz. 
that  the  sttite  of  Europe  was  the  b-;,t  argument 
that  could  be  urged  in  favour  of  its  adoption. 
Ministers  were  also  accused  of  not  making  formal 
communications  to  Parliament  of  the  matters  that 
gave  rise  to  the  discussions.  .Such  communica- 
tions might  be  attended  with  the  worst  effects,  and 
therefore  it  was  prudent  to  with-hold  them  until 
the  time  came  for  making  them  with  safety.  As 
to  the  application  from  Swisserland,  it  is  true  that 
it  took  place  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
but  it  was  then  earnestly  wished  that  no  resist- 
ance should  be  made  on  their  part.  Nor  was 
there  then  any  combination  that  could  give  any 
eflect  to  a  remonstrance  in  their  behalf.  VN'hen 
that  combination  afterwards  took  place,  it  was 
too  late  to  make  any  successful  remonstrance. 
— With  regard  to  Holland,  the  R.  Hon.  Gent,  com- 
plained that  strong  and  vigorous  remonstrances 
had  not  been  made  for  the  removal  of  the  French 
troops  from  that  country.  The  contrary  would 
appear  from  the  instructions  given  to  Ld.  Whit- 
worth.  Hopes  were  given  by  Mr.  Liston  on  the 
5th  November,  that  the  French  troops  would  eva- 
cuate Holland  ;  but  on  the  lath,  that  expectation 
was  discou-aged.  The  French  Government  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  the  troops  destined  for  Loui- 
siana might  continue  some  time  longer  in  the  Ba- 
tavian  territories  :  with  which  wish  the  Batavian 
Governmci!t  seemed  disposed  to  comply  ;  for  they 
huued  a  desire  that  we  should  forbear  to  inter- 
pose in  their  behalf.  On  the  subject  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  much  had  been  said,  and  more 
value  has  been  attached  to  that  possession  than, 
perhaps,  it  deserves.  In  my  opinion  it  Is  of  much 
less  value  than  other  ()ossessions  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's minister*  were  anxious  to  retain.  Besides, 
the  retaining  of  it  would  involve  a  large  expense  ; 
for  during  tlie  time  we  were  in  possession  of  it, 
that  expense  amounted  to  no  les.s  than  two  mil- 
lions. VVhatever  its  value  might  be  estimated  at 
by  others,  I  c(ni'd  never  bring  mys-ilf  to  imagine 
that  we  sli.)uld  forego,  for  its  sake,  the  ehance  of 
ret.iining  more  valuable  possessions.  —  The  Rt. 
Hon.  Gent,  in  speaking  of  Malia,  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  an  engagement  respecting  it  had  been 
entered  into  with  Russia;  no  such  engagement 
had  taken  place,  nor  any  thing  approaching  to  it. 
Previous  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Preliminaries, 
a  comniunicati.ui  had  been  ra^Oe  to  the  Russian 
(Joverninent  of  the  heads  of  the  arrangement  re- 
spectirjg  M.*lta,  and   then  no  objection  was  made 


to  the  arrangement,  except  to  that  part  which  re- 
lated 10  a  Maltese  langue.  We  afterwards,  in- 
deed, agreed  to  adopt  the  Russian  mode  of  elect- 
ing the  Grand  Master,  and  hopes  wtre  given  by 
Ld.  St.  Helens  tliat  Russia  would  on  her  part  con- 
sent to  grant  her  guarantee,  but  these  hopes  were 
afterwards  disappointed.  But  v/iih  rtspcci  to  any 
other  engagement,  there  was  none,  ;ind  conse- 
quently there  was  no  breach  of  f.^ith  on  our  part 
with  respect  to  Russia.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  rs 
also  pleased  to  complain  of  the  insults  and  indig- 
nities offered  to  this  country  by  the  French  Go- 
vernment ;  and  of  their  disregard  of  our  remon- 
strances against  them,  which,  in  his  rriind,  is  a 
sufficient  ground  for  w.ir.  Whether  they  have 
properly  remonstrated  against  it  or  iioj,  is  shewn 
by  the  papers  on  the  table  :  but  that  the  disregard 
of  such  remonstrances  is  an  adequate  cause  of 
war,  1  cannot  bring  myself  to  a^ree.  Such  disre- 
gard may  indeed  aiTord  just  giciund  of  jealonsy,  of 
complaint  and  remimstrance,  but  not  of  war,  as  a 
variety  of  examples  might  abundantly  prove. 
With  regard  to  the  Coniinercia!  Commissioners, 
and  the  intention  with  which  it  appeared  thae 
they  were  sent  into  the  British  dominions,  my  no- 
ble friend  remonstrated  in  the  most  spirited  teims^ 
and  he  received  a  disavowal  of  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  supposed  to  be  intended.  But 
he  did  not  stc.p  here ;  as  soon  as  all  hopes  had 
vanished  of  concluding  a  commercial  treaty.  Go- 
vernment refused  to  recognise  them,  and  they 
were  instructed  to  remove  from  the  country.  The 
only  one  of  them  who  attempted  to  remain,  was 
sent  away  from  Jersey,  by  virtue  cf  an  order  from 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Ofiice,  and  an  intimatioa 
was  sent  to  Gen.  Andreossi,  tliat  unless  they  all 
withdrew  force  would  be  employed  to  compel 
them.  Will  it  now  be  contended  that  no  remon- 
strances have  been  made  against  the  insults  and 
injuries  olTered  to  the  country  by  the  French  Go- 
vernment, or  that  tliey  have  been  all  disregarded  ? 
I  venture  to  hope,  that  if  more  energetic  measures 
have  not  been  pursued,  the  House  will  make  due 
allowance  for  the  difficulties  in  which  ministers 
were  placed. — Ministers  anxiously  wished  to  pre- 
serve peace,  but  notwithstanding  that  anxiety,  the 
honour  of  the  country  was  never  committed. 
The  documents  on  the  table  will  exhibit  strong 
marks  of  forbearance,  but  not  one  of  unbecoming 
weakness.  While  there  remained  a  hope  of  peace 
no  communication  was  made  to  Parliament,  be- 
lause  it  was  thonght  that  such  communications 
would  frustrate  rather  than  promote  the  attain- 
ment of  the  desirable  object.  What  the  conduct 
of  ministets  h.^s  been  throughout,  1  hope  that  the 
House  have  now  before  them  full  and  ample  com- 
munications, and  if  a  single  document  be  wannng, 
by  the  help  of  which  the  conduct  of  ministers 
may  be  letter  elucidaied,  it  shall  be  furnished 
v/ichout  delay.  In  my  own  and  their  name  I  am 
now  ready  to  say,  that  in  whatever  lighlf  they  may 
be  induced  to  behold  their  conduct,  ministers  are 
ready  to  meet  their  decision.  We  only  call  for  a 
decision;  we  do  not  venture  to  ask  for  approba- 
tion :  we  are  anxious,  however,  to  escape  censure. 
If  it  be  merited,  we  submissively  acquiesce  in  the 
sentence  of  the  House;  but  if  it  be  unmerited,  let 
our  minds  he  relieved  from  the  charges  which  the 
resolutions  hang  over  us,  and  let  them  go  unfet- 
tered to  the  discharge  of  those  arduous  duties  of 
which  they  are  desirous  to  accpit  themselves  with 
zeal,  diligcutc,  and  fidelity.    Let  us  know  thit 
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'Ve  tlo  T5«it  go  forth  in  tlie  eyes  of  the  country 
branded  with  the  stigma  of  the  displeasure  of  tlie 
House  ;  or  if  we  have  unfortunately  incurred  ilicir 
disapprohsiion,  let  it  be  proved  by  a  direct 
ch3rp;e  :  if  tiie  Hou'^e  say  the  charge  is  not  found- 
ed, our  gr-itiru'.le  will  be  unbounded  :  if  they  say 
it  is,  we  shill  bow  to  the  decision  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  exerted  our  best  endeavours 
to  deserve  a  bettel"  fate. 

Mr.  Pitt. — If  I  possessed  a  full  and  clear  opi- 
nion on  the  merits  of  the  case,  to  the  extent  of 
either  directly  negativing  or  adopting  the  resolu- 
tions which  have  been  proposed,  I  should,  follow- 
ing the  u:ihia-sed  dictates  of  my  conscience,  give 
my  Vi>te  on  that  side  to  which  my  judgsient  in- 
clined. If  I  agrcfd  with  my  Rt.  Hon.  Friend,  Mr. 
Grcnvillc,  in  thinking  th»t  vhcfiis;  steps  we  ought 
to  take  in  duty  to  the  public,  >vere  by  a  retrospec- 
tive .uirvey  of  the  conduct  of  ministers  to  judge  of 
their  fitness  to  exercise  the  functions  to  which 
they  are  called,  and  if  upon  that  result  I  were 
foced  to  conclude,  that  the  papers  on  tlie  table 
afforded  evidence  of  criminality,  of  incapacity,  of 
misconduct;  then,  liowever  painful  the  sacrifice 
of  private  feelings  mir-lit  be  in  taking  such  a  part 
in  the  case  of  indivitiuals  whom  I  respect,  I  siiould 
feel  myself  bound  to  concur  in  an  address  to  his 
JVIajesty,  for  the  removal  of  his  ministers.  On  the 
©ther  liand,  if  I  were  one  of  those  who  -considered 
the  explanation  afforded  by  ministers  upon  gene- 
ral points,  so  clear  as  to  juftify  a  decided  negative 
of  the  propositions  moved  by  the  Hon.  Gent,  over 
the  way — a  negative  which  would  imply  approba- 
tion, for  in  such  a  matter  to  avoid  ground  of  cen- 
sure, rnay  he  considerel  the  same  as  to  have  de- 
served appl'.use;  I  should  feel  myself  happy  in 
joining  in  a  decisive  negative  to  the  motion.  But 
to  this  extent,  either  of  approbation  or  of  cen- 
.";ure,  I  am  unable  to  go.  I  cannot  concur  in  the 
litter,  or  in  the  extent  of  thechatge?  involved  in 
ihe  propositions  wh'.-h  have  been  moved.  Be- 
■sides,  I  iin  aware  of  the  inconveniencies  that 
would  result  frr>m  supporting  any  measure  whicli 
his  the  tendency  of  the  present  motion,  unless 
the  clearest  necessity  exists  for  it.  Though  I  do 
not  dispute  the  right  of  this  House  to  addiess  the 
King  for  the  removal  of  ministers,  yet  nothing  is 
more  mischievous  than  a  Pailiamentary  interfer- 
ence by  declared  censure,  rendering  the  continu- 
ance of  ministers  in  office  impossible,  unle.'s  that 
interference  is  justified  by  extraordinary  exigency 
of  affairs.  Not  disputing  the  right  of  the  House, 
I  con-tend  that  the  right  i«  to  he  governed  by  3 
round  discretion  and  by  the  public  interest.  We 
must  look  to  considerations  of  public  expediency 
and  of  puSlic  safety.  There  31c  some  questions 
in  the  discussion  of  which  Cent,  must  feel  more 
than  they  can  well  express,  and  this,  ivitli  re- 
gard to  the  interference  of  i'arliameut  for  re- 
moving ministers,  is  one  of  them.  Admitting 
even  that  there  were  considcra'le  grounds  of 
.disratisfactioK  at  the  conduct  of  ministers,  wotdd 
it  tend  to  promote  those  exertions,  to  encou- 
rage those  sacrifices,  which  the  difllculty  and 
danger  of  our  situation  reqm're  ?  Would  our 
means  of  suftaining  the  flirug^le  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  and  of  calling  forth  those  resources  ne- 
cessary for  our  defence,  ne  improved  by  cutting 
short  the  date  of  adminiftration,  and  unsettling 
the  whole  syftem  of  government  ?  To  displace  one 
jidminiftration  and  to  introduce  a  new  one  is  not 
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I  the  \vork  of  a  day.  With  all  the  funtflions  of  exe- 
cutive power  suspended,  with  the  regular  means 
of  com.mnnication  bctu-ten  Parliament  and  the 
Throne  interrupted,  weeks,  n:iy  months,  Wdlled  in 
doubt,  uncertainty,  and  inadlion,  how  could  the 
public  safely  consent,  with  a  ftaie  of  things  so 
violent  and  unnatural  as  w-  uldtesult  from  Parlia- 
ment rendering  one  admiiiiftration  incapable  of 
exercising  any  public  functions  without  any  other 
efficient  government  being  obtained  in  its  flcad  ? 
1  will  venture  to  hint  also  thit  after  such  a  rtcp 
any  adminiffration  that  should  succeed,  be  what 
it  might  and  what  it  would  be,  nmn  flill  depend 
upoi:  the  Ciown,  would  feci  itself  placed  in  a  moft 
delicate  situation.  To  put  the  matter  as  consci- 
entiously and  delicately  as  i^ossiblc,  would  any 
set  of  men  feel  their  introduction  to  power  in 
these  circumrtances  to  be  such  as  to  enable  them 
to  discharge,  in  a  rainner  satisfacflory  to  them- 
selves, the  duties  which  sa  eventful  .  period  must 
impose:  These  are  consider-ations  for  the  Ciown 
and  the  Public  ;  and  they  outweigh  all  those 
which  present  themselves,  on  a  partial  view  of 
the  advantages  which  could  be  hoped  from  a  pro- 
secution of  that  censure  and  dissolution  of  admi- 
nillTitisn  to  which  the  propositions  tend.  lam 
aware  that  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gent,  on  the  floor,  and 
my  friends  on  the  same  bench  with  him,  must  feel 
their  .'.ituation  irksome  under  the  weight  of  a  ques- 
tion so  impottant,  in  which  they  are  personally 
involved,  remaining  undecided.  '  Nevertheless, 
when  other  sacrilites  are  demanded  for  the  public 
interest,  personal  feelings  must  be  overlooked. 
Those  v/ho,  with  me,  have  not  made  up  their 
minds  10  the  extent  of  censuring  minifters  by  the 
adoption  of  the  propositions,  or  approving  their 
conduift  by  agreeing  to  a  direct  negative,  must 
pursue  some  middle  course.  Those  >\  ho,  on  the 
examination  of  tiie  papers,  from  any  feeling  of 
regret  for  the  fteps  which  miniflers  took  in  the  ne- 
gotiation, must  consult  their  conscience  on  the 
vote  they  are  to  give.  Tliey  cannot  do  that  which 
muft  imply  approbation  t.  hen  they  do  not  find 
from  the  case  made  outtliat  approbation  has  been 
deserved;  neither  can  they  vote  severe  censure 
leading  to  an  address  for  removal,  when  they  da 
not  consider  the  charges  made  completely  suftain- 
ed.  Having  (lated  the  opposite  lines  of  condu^St 
which  present  themselves  in  deciding  upon  the 
propositions,  1  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  any  de- 
tailed discussion  of  the  papers.  I  wish  if  good 
cannot  be  obtained  by  continuing  to  discuss  them, 
comparable  to  the  evil  of  interrupting  the  course 
of  our  parliamentary  duty,  to  suspend  them  alto- 
gether. Since  things  naore  urgent  and  more  im- 
portant demand  our  care,  let  us  make  good  the 
pirliamentary  pledge  we  have  given.  I  shall  be- 
hold with  much  greater  satisfadiion,  as  firfl  proofs 
of  our  determination  to  support  his  Majtfty  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  you,  presenting  a  flrong 
Bill  of  Supply,  providing  resources,  not  merely  for 
every  demand  of  public  service',  but  adequate  to 
every  scale  of  exertion  ;  a  measure  tliat  will  dis- 
play and  call  forth  the  means  of  suflnining  t!ic 
flruggle,  not  merely  for  one  year,  but,  till  we  shall 
have  brought  it  to  a  successful  issue;  %ome.  mea- 
sure by  which  we  shall  be  enabled  to  complete  our 
army,  and  to  csll  into  ai^ion  the  national 'ftrength, 
and  give  adlivity  to  all  the  military  skill,  dis- 
cipline, and  experience  we  possess.  I  do  not  know 
if  gentlemen  feel  as  I  do  upon  this  occasion,  or  if 
1  have  been  successful  ia  inakinc  my  fcclincs  ua- 
*  £  D 
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derstood.  Impressctl  as  I  am  with  those  feelings, 
and  uiiprepaie i  for  the  decisive  vote  nhiih  is  of. 
ferrcd  in  the  dirt (51  negative,  or  afliimative  of  the 
propobition.^  Ixfoic  thiC  House,  I  move  that  the 
ether  orders  of  the  day  be  now  reaih 

Lord  H.awkesburv.  He  said,  that  never  before 
liad  he  risen  in  Parliament  with  .siicli  fteUngs  as 
tho>e  iliat  now  oppressed  him.  With  every  wish 
to  do  iuftice  to  ihc  feelings  of  Iiis  right  lion.  Iricnd, 
in  rnHking  he  motion  with  v.liieh  he  had  con- 
cluded his  optcr'i,  he  and  his  colltH3ue  should  be 
fluinking  from  their  duly  'o  thciR'^eh'es,  if  they 
could  accept  the  coniprOiT'se  olfcre  ,  between 
a  diretft  censure  and  a  tatai  ^  quittal.  A  :harge 
ot  ciin'.ination  'ounded  upon  papers  laid  on  the 
tabic,  had  been  briiu^!".;  forv.'ard.  He  asked,  if 
there ',vas  an  ini'^ante  in  which  propositioi  3  f'ni'^d- 
ed  on  ^uch  documents  and  involving  tlie  cor.du'rt 
cf  minifrtrs  had  not  been  met  ci'iier  with  a  diietH: 
nee^ative  or  afiitiudtivc  ?  A  motion  ot  inqiiiry 
might  !;e  got  rid  of  by  a  previous  qutffion  ;  but 
v.'hen  ii  dirctft  charge  was  raade,  grouiulrd  on  tails, 
risng  out  of  pubhc  d(icum£nts,  a  previous  ques. 
tion  v/as  not  the  fit  way  of  disposing  of  the  sub- 
jedf.  No  nian  was  mo>e  readv  than  he  was  to  ac- 
knowledge tilt,  pierogativc  of  the  Ciown  to  choose 
its  mini'lers;  but  on  the  other  hand,  minifters 
verc  responsible  to  Parliament  for  the  exercise  ot 
their  (uncTrions,  and  when  Parliament  saw  sttfTi 
cieni  grounds  of  censure  they  ought  to  (late  it,  and 
then  minifters,  no  longer  able  usciuUy  to  serve  the 
public,  oi!ght  to  retire.  Independent  of  private 
considerations,  lu  muft:  contend  that  thccrcdie  of 
the  government  oujiht  to  be  maintained,  particu- 
Jarlv  at  such  a  crisis  as  the  present.  But  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  snying,  that  those  who  wished  to 
deffrov  tlie  adir.iailhation,  ought  to  vote  for  th.e 
resolutions  becau<;e  that  was  their  obvious  ten- 
dency, while  the  vote  which  his  light  hon.  friend 
had  proposed,  would  have  the  eilc<5l  10  discrclit 
government,  to  leave  them  discredited,  in  posses- 
sion of  !un(ftions  which  thty  could  not  exercise 
vith  liodour  tc)  themselves  nor  advantage  to  the 
ptiolic.  His  right  hon.  fricr.d  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  de- 
cluied  going  into  details.  He  wislied,  however, 
that  he  had  aiYorded  some  details,  that  he  had 
pointed  out  those  parts  of  the  condutft  ot  minis- 
ters which  he  could  not  approve,  that  ihey  might 
have  nn  opporiUiiity  of  meeting  any  chatge>  ov 
explain-nt;  what  was  deeined  exceptionable.  It 
■was  p(>ssii".ie  that  in  a  lonp;,  and  arduous  course  of 
coiiduifl,  some  points  might  be  liable  to  objection. 
In  a  country  like  this,  however,  he  always  con- 
sidered it  to  be  the  fair  principle,  both  of  support 
and  cf  opposition  to  miniflcrs,  that  those  who 
agrttd  or  disagreed  with  them  should  do  so  on  a 
general  svftem.  It  was  n.(U  'o  be  exptifled  that 
all  sh.  uld  approve  eveiy  particular  point.  Thtv 
were  to  overlook  minor  diire'c  ces  for  the  s.-ke  of 
giving  cireiTl  to  the  genet^il  scheme  of  measures 
and  coi.Jutft  which  lliey  approved.  These  he  had 
always  ur.'leiftood,  where  the  general  principles, 
and  he  regrctic  '  that  Mr.  Pirt  had  not  mace  up  his 
mind  to  ail  upon  them.  P!e  Hsked  v/hethe-,  after 
surveying  the  coii  'uic  of  minilters  during  a  period 
of  iincxamided  ^ifuculty,  lie  was  not  now  pre- 
paicdto  -ly  =,  <r  no,  direcStyn)  a  motion  of 
ensure.' — On  tlie  Llussiaii  armamtnt.  lie  >vell  rc- 
membcrrd  tl:  it  iiis  light  hon.  fr-- r.d  and  himself 
had  not  th.ugiit  it  sufTtcient  to  get  rid  of  a  motion 
of  cc^'iture  by  a  previous  c^uetlion,  but  in  circum- 


ftances  when  the  government  in  one  point  had 
given  up,  yet  the  charges  were  met  boldly,  and  di- 
rcitly  negatived.  He  wished  that,  on  the  present 
occasion,  minifters  might  either  be  acquitted  or 
condemned.  He  was  sure,  from  what  he  knew  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  that  his  motives  in  bringing 
forward  a  previous  queflion  were  puie  and  up- 
right, but  minifters  could  not  acquiesce  in  the  dis- 
credit of  a  suspended  censure.  If  it  were  the  de- 
sire of  minifters  to  retain  their  places  at  all  ha- 
ztrds,  they  rnight  accept  the  co.Tipromisc  which 
had  been  offered,  but  he  could  say  for  himself  and 
his  colleagues,  that  they  had  no  desire  to  remain 
in  ofTice  longer  than  they  could  he  useful  to  their 
country.  If  he  felt  hirnself  reduced  to  that  situa- 
tion in  which  he  could  not  serve  it  witi^  advan- 
tage, he  would  carry  the  seals  to  the  feet  of  his 
graciouo  Sovereign,  and  intieat  him  to  appoint  a 
successor  more  worthy.  It  v/as  that  they  might 
not  remain  in  office  discredited,  and  useless,  that 
he  muft  oppose  the  previous  queftion  ;  for  he 
c  luld  not  think  of  remaining  an  hour  in  ofhce  af- 
ter having  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  Hous: 
and  thego;)d  opinion  of  tlie  country. 

IVIr.  C.^.vNiN'G  declared,  that  lie  rose  in  dis-« 
charge  of  a  solemn  duty  with  feelings  scarcely  in- 
terior to  those  so  credit  rbly  manifcfted  by  his  no- 
ble friend.  For  the  firft  timC  in  his  life  he  was  by 
an  over-ruling  sense  of  duty  to  vote  difVcrently 
from  his  right  hon.  friend.  He  was  so  far  agreed 
with  his  noble  friend  as  to  give  a  vote  that  went 
to  decide  the  case  at  once  ;  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  give  him  that  explicit  answer.  After  the  am- 
ple manner  in  wiiich  the  queftion  had  been  dis- 
cussed, lie  merely  rose  to  express  the  ground  of  his 
vote,  fearful  that  a  silent  vote  might  be  liable  to 
misconftriic>ion.  He  had  often  expressed  his  opi- 
nion of  his  Majesty's  government  which  the  pa- 
pers DOW  bciore  the  House  moft  fully  confirmed, 
and  as  to  the  firft  point,  shewed  cleai'ly  that  the 
negotiation  was  very  far  frttin  being  managed  in  a 
ftatcsman-like  way.  As  to  the  second  resolution, 
that  his  Majefty's  minifters  had  with-htld  in*^orma- 
tion  to  Parliament,  and  even  pradlised  a  delusion 
upon  it,  relative  to  the  discussions  Avith  France, 
thi",  he  conceived,  ftiitflly  proved,  as  Parliament 
had  been  (au'ht  to  expctft  security,  when  govern- 
ment knew  the  peace,  of  which  they  boaffcd,  was 
crum'ling  into  pieces.  He  wislied  the  House  to 
consider  the  great  injury  this  species  of  imposi- 
tion was  to  every  class  of  society  ;  it  had,  by  the 
excess  of  disappointment,  rendered  them  less 
ad  equate  to  acl  up  to  the  exigency  of  their  pre- 
sent arduovis  situation.  Hence  he  was  prepared 
to  ssy,  in  the  language  cf  the  n  solution,  that  the 
conduct  of  giirernment  was  such  as  he  explicitly 
CfMidemned.  He  thought,  that  they  had  negledted 
manv  opportunities  of  resifting,  with  firmness  and 
elTciif,  the  insults  and  aggressions  of  France.  He 
dilTeted  from  the  ri[j:ht  hon.  gent,  on  the  floor 
(Mr.  Addington),  and  would  not  think  that  any 
extraordinary  allowance  was  to  be  made  fo  a  law- 
less Usurper,  A  spiiittd  and  timely  opposition 
to  his  UIij'l^t  views  might,  on  the  contrary,  have 
taught  hun  a  ditFtrent  lesson.  In  another  point 
he  differed  I'to.m  that  Gent,  namely,  that  the  evils 
of  war  could  never  come  too  late.  He,  on  the 
conr'ary,  thought  that  permission  in  many  cases 
opciat-d  as  an  invitation  to  proceed,  and  that  if 
the  insult  and  aggressions  of  Buonaparte  had  been 
properly  leiiited  in  the  first  iastanc-e;   we  no>? 
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sliould   have  been  spared  the  emergency  of  war. 
As  to  the  4th  resolution  he  thought  it  justified  hv 
the  dates  of  the  papers;  but  it    appeared  by  them 
that   after  the  Cape'lwus  retained,    no  explanation 
Was  demanded  on  the  score  on  which  it  was  retained. 
JBy  this,  and  other  surrenders  thus  made,  while  dis- 
pute   was  pending,  and  war  obvious,   it  became  of 
course  more  difficult  to  make  a  stand  on  tiiat  point 
Which  ministers  themselvxii   admitted  was  essential. 
If  Malta  was   the  cause  of  war,  all  that  was-  done 
should  have  been  done  as  bearing  on  that  question  ; 
whereas  ministers  had  now  given  up  every  thing  be- 
t  )re    the    question    was    brought  on.     Upon  tlitse 
grounds  he  proposed  to  vote  directly  for  the  resolu- 
tions in  censure  of  ministert;.     As  to  the  insinuation 
thrown  out  by  an  honourable  baronet,  that  all  oppo- 
sition was  only  an  effort  to  obtain  places,  be  begi;ed 
to  assure  him  that  it  was  wholly  disre2;ardcd  hy  him, 
and  that  lie  never  knew  it  made  but  by  those  who 
■were  most  open  to  its  application.     There  had  been 
all  along  a  most  unusual  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
the  country  and  the  House  towards  ministers.     Not 
one  mocion  had  been  brou.rht  forward  in  opposition 
to  governnient  befor  the  present.     They  had  been 
allowed  a  most    unexampled  degree  of  latitude.     If 
they  had  been  harassed  with  perpetual  motions  they 
would  have  had  some  right  to  complain,  but  ne\er 
was  any  administration  treated  with  so  much  allo'.\  - 
ance.     How  far  they  were  now  deserving  of  it,  the 
i  louse  and  country  were  to  say.    From  the  aad  of 
November  to  the  8th  of  March  not  a  motion  had 
been  made.     Since  the  sth  of  March,  still  yet  more 
deference  had  been  shewed. — Nothing  had  been  said 
til!  government  themselves  brought  forward  some  sub- 
ject connected  with  public  affairs,  and  until  they  hud 
agreed   to   separate    their  own    conduct  from  their 
country's  cause. 

-r^.THE  Master  of  the  Rolls  defended  the  conduct 
t>f  ministers,  and  opposed  the  previous  question,  be- 
cause the  fairway  was  to  come  to  a  decisive  vote.  He 
said  it  was  unfair  to  try  the  conduct  of  ministers  on 
the  principles  of  those  who  opposed  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  The  part  of  ministers  in  concluding  the 
peace  was  arraigned,  and  on  the  sapie  grounds  their 
endeavours  to  preserve  it,  Ministers  should  be  tried 
on  the  principle  recognised  and  approved  by  almost 
the  whole  nation,  that  it  was  fi,t  and  proper  to  endea- 
vour to  put. an  end  to  the  last  war. 
•  It 

J;  Sir  R.  Pf-fle  disapproved  of  the  Conduct  of  mi- 
nisters since  the  definitive  treaty.  He  said,  that  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  last  glorious  war,  mini- 
pters  had  received  the  national  firm  of  army  and  nav\ , 
in  the  best  condition,  but  since  that  tinie  a  great  pait 
pf  the  army  had  been  disbanded,  and  the  strength  of 
the  navy  liad  been  allowed  to  f:dl  away.  He  did  not 
think"  that  ministers  were  adequate  to  the  present 
crisis. 

The  SECiETA.iv  at  WARcalled  fora  decisive  vote 
en  the  same  grounds  with   his  colleagues.     He  said  j 
that. the   mditia,  and  a  certain  portion  of  the  arnit-, 
had  been  disbiuiiled  on  peace,  but  the  military  force  [ 
of  this  country  was  never  in  a  better  state  than  it  wag  1 
at  present.     He  delcnded    Che  conduct  of  the  Admi- 
ralty.    He  shewed  that  we  had  a  naval  force  in  every  j 
quarter  superior  to  the  enemy  ;  arid  in  Europe  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  Trench  by  a  mucii  greater  propor- 
tion than  had  ever  happened  on  the  breukin^i  out  ut 
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[Conduct  of  .ministfrs.] — E.mu.Fitzwii.m.am, 
pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given,  rose,  and  after 
a  short  introductoiy  speech,  expressive  of  his  strong 
disap]jrobation  of  the  conduct  otniiiiisters,  since  the 
negotiation  of  the  late  treaties  of  peace,  brought  for- 
ward certain  resolutions,  founded  on  the  position.s 
advanced  ill  the  cour-e  of  his  s|;ecch,  and  implying 
a  censure  upon  big  IVlajesty's  ministers. 

The  DuKF,  OF  Clarence  observed,   that  notwith- 
standing his  personal  respect  for  the  noble  earl,  whose 
parliamentary  conduct  ever  was  manly,    and  consis- 
tent, yet  holding    the  opinions  he  did,  he  could  nof 
support  the  resolution  just  moved.     With  respect  to 
for  ministers,  he  thought  they  deserved  thanks,  even 
having  so  long  procured  the  blessings  of  peace  as  thev 
had  done.     He  was  v,  ell  aware  of  the  difEculties  of 
any    negotiation  with  France  ;    that  such  could  be 
brought  to  a  pacific  issue,  was  matter  of  surprise  to 
him,  and  under  these  impressions  he  regarded  it  as  a. 
matter  of  experunent.     With  resi>ect  to  the  preiimi- 
naries,    when    he    considered  the  circumstances  in 
which   the  country  was   placed   at  that  time,  they 
ought  to  have  been  sat'sfattory  ;  but  into  the  s-ubject 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  he  should  not  then  enter.  He 
could  not  avoid  adverting  to  the  gross  misconduct  of 
the  late  ministers,  whieii   i:ad  brought  the   country 
into  that  situation    in   which  the  present   ministers 
-found  it ;  and  he  avowed  his  readiness  to  meet  any 
noble  lord  with  respect  to  any  military  event  which 
had  taken  place  since  the  marching  of  the  Guards  ia 
February,   1/93,  to  the  period  of  the  jiresent  mini- 
sters coming  into  power.     With  respect  to  the  aflldr 
of  Malta,  he  expressed  his  opinion,  that  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  ministers  werejustified  in 
maintaining  it  ;    what  reductions  of  tuite  liaa  taken 
place  were  a  proof  of  the  hojic  miriisters  entertained 
of  being  able  to  execute  the  treaty.     He   alluded  to 
the  language  of  one  pf  his    Mfijifsty's  late  speeches, 
considering  it  as  dictated    by  ministffrs,  which   he 
commended  as  vvise,  moderate,  and  firrn  ;  ami   also 
tlie  prudence  of  ministers  m  having  the  naval  force 
of  the  countrv,  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  message, 
nea.'ly  in  as  good  a  state  as  in  a  period  of  war.     He 
adverted  to  the  conduct  of  ministers  wi:h  respect  to 
the  af?air  of  Swisserland,  and  the  temporary  retention 
of  the   Cape,  which    bl.  R.   H.   approved  ;    and  hp 
alluded  to  the  insolent  menaces  of  the  enemy,  that 
England  could  not  meet  France  single-handed  :    the 
experience  pf  ages  and  the  page  of  history  refuted  thi.> 
untruth,  and  evinced  that  England  never  encountered 
France  with  so  much    energy,  elie-cf,  or   advantage, 
as  when  s^e  was  single  handed,  "  And,"  added  his 
royal  high'iess,  "  he  who  makes  sueti  an  assertion 
"   is  either  a  liar  in  his  heart,  or  a  fool,  that  should 
"  be  sent  to  school  to  learn    bitter."     He  gave   mi- 
nisters   full  credit    for  their  endeavours   to  maintain 
peace,  as  long  a*  it  could  consistently  be  done  ;  and 
concluded  by  warr^ily  <leclaring  his  conviction,  that 
the  country  sulTered  much  ironi  the  gross  misconduct 
of  his  Majesty's  late  ministers  ;  and  that  sooner  than 
they  should  again  be  brought  into  his  v  ajesty's  coun- 
cils, he  vvould  do  any  thing  to  keep  the  present  mi- 
nisters in  power. 


Lord  Coventry  said,  that  mi 
enemv  to  conce:,dv>i  h,  ai.d  ilKit 

^'3  D  a 


i>tcrs   had  a  tbiid 
..;;i  .. ;  iri;, ,  vvh.v'h 
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was  excel'entlv  described  in  those  lines  of  Pope  ap- 
plied to  Addison,  hef!;inning, 

"  Willing  to  wound,  and  yet  afraid  to  strike." 

Eart,  Minto  supported  the  resolutions. — As  aft 
Accurate  report  of  hh  LordUiil's  cloqmnt  speech  has  been 
published,  it  :i  thought  uniucessary  to  atitmpt  any  abridge- 
ment of  it  here. 

Earl  Grosvenor  thought  the  resolutions  could 
not  be  for  a  moment  enteitained  by  the  House,  af- 
ter the  decided  vote  in  favour  of  ministers  given  on  a 
former  evening.  Me  v/as  anxious  that  the  noble  lord 
who  bro'aa;ht  them  fof.vard  should  consent  to  their 
being  withdrawn.     He  vindicated  the  whole  of  the 


vigour  and  energy,  to  an  honourable  and  successful 
termination. 

Lord  IIoBAKT  assured  the  House  that  the  army 
had  been  nu  where  reduced  where  it  could  pti^sibly 
be  avoided,  tvery  body  was  aware  that  the  miiitia 
must  necessarily  be  reduced  on  the  conclusion  ot  ar- 
ticles of  peace  ;  the  period  of  the  fencildes'  service 
also  terminated  with  the  war.  The  service  of  many 
of  the  army  was  also  at  an  end  with  the  war  ;  but  a^ 
many  as  could  be  letained,  by  giving  them  a  high 
bounty,  were  retained.  As  to  tl.e  orders  and  counter- 
orders  which  some  noble  lords  had  noticed  in  such 
terms  of  severity,  the  Mouse  would  please  to  observe 
that  it  was  not  a  partial  or  incomplete  measure  cor.- 


coriduct  of  ministers,    wliieh  he  thought  deserving     fined  to  only  one  or  tuo  places ;  the  same  sort  of  or- 


of  the  confidence  of  parliament  and  the  country. 

LordBoi.ton  said,  that  though  in  some  parts  of 
the  conduct  of  ministeis  he  had  doubts  of  its  proprie- 
ty, yet  on  the  wiiole  he  felt  himself  inclined  to  give 
it  his  general  approbation.  Me  rejoiced  that  the 
French  government  had  not  accei>ted  of  the  proposi- 
tions of  ministers  relative  to  Malta.  P'ortunately  it 
was  now  in  our  possession,  and  he  trusted  it  never 
Would  be  relinquished. 

Lord  Warwick,  though  he  greatly  approved  of 
the  spirit  of  the  resolution,  wished  the  noble  earl  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  as  under  the  present  circum- 
Etarwces  he  thought  the  discussion  could  not  be  produc- 
tive of  advantage  to  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Sc^rbdrough  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  late  administration,  which  he  thought  had 
saved  every  thing  valuable  in  this  world  from  destruc- 
tion. As  for  the  measures  of  the  present  ministers 
they  had  been  such  as  he  could  by  no  means  ap- 
prove. 

Lord  de  Dunstanville  called  the  attention  of 
their  lordships  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  (which  he 
now  considered  as  dead  and  buried),  to  the  unfa- 
vourable circumstances  under  which  it  was  made. 
If  peace  had  not  then  been  made,  the  tables  of  botli 
Houses  of  parliament  would  have  been  covered  with 
petitions,  which  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  of 
peace  under  still  more  unfavourable  circumstances. 
He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  ministers  during  the 
late  negotiation,  for  which,  instead  of  censure,  he 
deemed  them  intitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Ilouse, 

The  Earl  of  Carysfort  censured  ministers  for 
jnost  of  the  prominent  parts  of  their  conduct  ;  he 
Condemned  the  late  pacification,  and  contrasted  the 
situation  of  the  country  prior  to  that  period,  in 
point  of  acquired  terntoiy  and  extensive  torce,  with 
its  present  situation.  Me  blamed  ministers  for  their 
want  of  decision  and  vigour,  and  thought  their  con- 
duct justified  the  resolutions. 

TheEarl  of  Darnley  expressed  lii:- acquiescence 
with  what  had  fallen  from  a  royal  Duke,  as  to  the 
misconduct  of  the  late  ministers  witli  respect  to  the 
war.  He  did  not  in  every  point  approve  of  tiie  con- 
duct of  tlie  present  ministers,  and  alluded  to  some 
where  he  thought  they  might  have  acted  better,  but 
thought  them  upon  thevvliole  entitled  toconfidence ; 
and  as  they  appeared  to  ()osscis  the  confidence  of  the 
Sovereign,  he  hoped  they  would  profit  by  their  re- 
cent e.\-pej'icuoe,  aud  conduct  li;:  ',var  >i;h    spirit, 


ders  and  counier-orders  were  sent  out  to  every  island 
in  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  to  the  Cape.  If  Aus- 
tria or  the  other  great  continental  powers  did  not 
think  fit  to  interfere,  to  check  the  ambition  of  the 
First  Consul  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
he  did  not  tliink  that  we  should  single-iianded  con- 
tend about  the  Cape  ;  and  the  answers  received  from 
other  courts  might  be  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for 
ministers  altering  their  conduct.  The  C;.pe  had  last 
war  cost  •I'k  millions,  which  was  more  than  its  value 
could  be  fairly  estimated  at  Ibr  that  period.  Me  had 
also  the  best  naval  authority  for  stating,  that  it  was 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  stop  at  the  Cape  in  going 
to  the  East  Indies,  and  coming  back,  it  was  only 
necessary,  in  case  of  tempestuous  weather.  It  had 
been  stated,  on  the  authority  of  rumour,  in  anothet 
place,  that  he  had  refused  to  have  any  conference 
with  the  Maltese  deputies  in  his  office.  This  he  po- 
sitively denied,  and  assured  the.  Mouse  that  he  had 
two  mceiings  with  those  Gentlemen  upon  the  atlaijs 
of  their  unhappy  country. 

Lord  Grenville  stated,  that  the  present  charge 
was    entirely  the  reverse  of   that  adopted  by  other 
noble  lords.     They  were  of  opinion    that   ministers 
were  culpable  for  not  going  to  war  sooner,  he  charg- 
ed  them  with  criminality  in   not    avoiding  the  war 
altogether.     Me  then  went  over  the  different  grounds 
of  a  difference  of  sentiment  which  had  been  urged 
on  each  side  of  the  question.     If  it  could  be  cleaily 
proved,  however,  that  ministers  had  not  been  guilty 
of  neglecting  to  acce].t  the  mediation  oi  Prussia,  or  aiiy 
other  power  pacifically  inclined,    he    should    think 
them  entitled  to  a  verdict  of  acquittal.     But,   if  on 
the  other  hand,    it  was  proved  to   the  satisfaction  of 
the  House   that  such  mediation  had  ben  offered,  and 
that  they  had  neglected  to  accept  the  oii'er,  they  were 
subject  to  a   most  av-fal  responsibihty.     An  unoffi- 
cial paper,  most  certainly,  but  to  which  he  had  every 
reason  to  give  credit,  had  asserted  that  such  an  offer 
had  been  made,  but  that,   "  one  of  tlie  contracting 
parties  had   wuh-lu-ld  their   assent."     He  could  nc>E 
suppose — it  was  not  by  any  means  probable,   that 
France  was  this  contracting  power;  England   there- 
fore must  be 'the  power  which  refused.     A  noble  Id. 
opposite  had  referred  to  the  peace  of  17C3,  and  con- 
trassted  it   with  the   navy  we  had  now  at  our   com- 
mand.    That  could  not,    on  mature  deliberation,  be 
considered   a   fair  mode  of  comparisoti ;    we  should 
take  into  the  account  the  relative  and  gencial  situa- 
tion  of   Europe,  and  then  draw  a  balance  of  their 
rcbpctive  force.  'Ilie  imprisonnmeiit  of  captain  d'Au- 
vergne  :    the  insolent  declaration  t,f  the  French,  that 
they  Vi-ould  consider  ths  Alien  Act  us  an  inhaction  of 
th«  titaty  ;   the  aoa-fulfihncul  of  the  second  article. 
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which  respects  the  payment  of  money  for  the  mainte- 
ncince  of  prisoners,  and  against  which  no  remon- 
strance had  been  made  by  our  ministers  ;  at  Ica-t  no 
such  remonstrance  appeared  from  the  papers  on  their 
lordships'  table.  The  first  remonstrance  was  on  the 
14th  of  Nov.,  which  was  after  the  surrender  of  the 
Cape,  and  that  was  about  the  French  troops  occupy- 
ing Holland,  though  it  was  a  matter  of  general  noto- 
riety tiiat  their  keeping  po'^session  of  Holland  with 
an  armed  force  was  not  then  any  thing  novel  in  the 
eyes  of  Europe.  The  charge  which  he  most  po- 
sitively brought  against  ministers  was  that  of  a  breach 
of  f^.ith  with  Austria,  a  breach  of  faith  with  Russia 
and  Trussia,  and  above  all  a  breach  of  faith  -with 
France.  Me  charged  ministers  with  deceiving  Fiance, 
and  with  deceiving  our  allies,  under  the  idea  of  ful- 
filling an  article  which  they  knew  it  was  impossible 
to  be  fulfilled.  It  was  now  said  that,  if  Isvibastiani 
had  jiot  made  his  report,  we  should  not  now  be  at 
war.  At  first  satisfaction  for  what  had  passed  was 
demanded,  and  then  security  for  the  future,  and 
t-heir  they  rested  their  ultimatum.  All  this  it  ap- 
peared obvious  to  ills  mind,  might  havu  been  obviat- 
td  by  the  acceptance  of  protfercd  mediation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  justified  the  conduct  of 
ministers  on  all  the  points  which  he  called  the 
counts  of  an  indictment  preferred  against  them.  As 
to  the  cessions  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  Parliament 
and  the  country  had  approved  the  peace,  and  the 
late  ministers,  by  their  negotiation  at  Lisle,  declared 
their  opinion  respecting  ti;e  necessity  of  peace.  As 
to  the  Italian  Republic,  Piedmont  and  Parma,  the 
fat-e  of  these  countries  was  decided  before  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  and  therefore  could  not  have  furnished  a 
ground  of  war.  As  toSvvisserland,  this  \vas  certainly 
the  only  country  which  manifested  a  strong  feeling 
for  its  oppression,  and  appeared  disposed  to  resist  it; 
but  the  continental  powers  being  indifierent,  it  was 
not  possible  for  us  to  save  Sv.'isserland.  As  to  ■':he 
conduct  of  ministers  respecting  the  Cape,  the  other 
conquests  had  been  restored,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 


estimates  that  were  not  presented  to  the  House  at  the 
commencement   of  the    sessions.      They   were  ilie 
usual  estimates  for  supplementary  officers,  pensiontrii 
at   the  Royal  Hospitals   at  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham, 
the  Royal  Military  College,  and  the  Military  A'iy 
lum.     I'hese  estimates  could  not  be  presented   be-» 
fore,  because  the  whole  ot  the  expense  could  not  hm 
assertained  until  the  seven  Garrison  Battalions  wcr« 
complete.     The  second  head  of  estimates  related  to 
some  augmentation  that  had  been  ordered  in  the  re- 
gular forces,  the  militia  and  sup])lcmentary  militia, 
and  to  some  further  expenses  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  Barrack  Department.     These  estimates  which 
related  to  the  supplementary  officers,  pensioners  at 
Chelsea  and  Kilmainham,  iijc.  vvcre  the  same  as  be- 
fore.    The   expense   of  the   Royal  Military   C^jllege 
was  greater   than   that  of  last  year,  it  amounted  to 
SUOl.     This  increase  was  owing  to  a  second  compa- 
ny of  Cadets  being  formed.     This  institution   being 
found  to  answer  so  well  all  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  formed,  it  had  been  thought  expedient  to  add  a 
second  company  of  Cadets.     Any   body  who  consi- 
dered fairly  the  nature  of  this  institution,  would,  he 
was  sure,  agree  with   him,  that  it  was  an  expenss 
well  laid  out  on  the  part  of  the  p\iblic.     He  trusted 
that  it  was  an  institution  that  v,ould  be  constantly 
kept  up,  as  it  aflbrdcd  to  young  men  destined  for  tha 
anny,  better  means  of  instructions   than  they  could 
obtain  in  this  country  :   he  hoped  also,  that  it  would 
always  be  managed  with  ecoiromy,  and  without  any 
partiality  or  favour.     He  now  came  to  the  Royal  Mi- 
litary As3lum  ;  for  this  service  he  should  mo\e  for  a 
sum  of  31,000  1.  of  this  sum  -21,000  1.  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  complete  the  building,     he  was  sorry  tosay^ 
that  the  buildings  which  were  completed,  cost  more 
than  had  been  originally  esiiinatcu,  though  ever)- at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  make  die  estmiates  as  accu- 
rate as  possible. — This  increa.^e  of  the   expense  be» 
yond  the  estimate   arose    partly  trom    this  circum- 
stance, viz.  that  soon  after  the  estimate  was  formed 
the   dispute  with   the   Northern  Powers   took  place, 
which  caused  a  great  increase  in  the  price  of  manj 


Hope  alone  was  certainly  not  worth  a  war  ;  even   if    of  the  articles  used  in  the  building— This,  however. 


it  was  worth  a  war,  it  appeared  doul>tful  at  that 
time  whether  it  also  had  not  been  surrendered.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  if  we  were  disposed  to  go  to 
war  singly,  there  were  no  advantages  to  be  gained. 
The  government  where  therefore  prepared  to  give  up 
Malta  according  to  the  treaty,  when  the  report  of 
Seb:-istiani  was  published,  developing  such  projects, 
that  government  thought  it  necessary  to  retain  Malta. 
Jle  concluded  by  an  appeal  to  the  House  and  the 
country  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  contest 
into  which  we  were  forced  by  the  hostile  conduct  of 
France. 

Eari,  Spencer  said,  that  all  he  had  heard  did  but 
confirm  him  in  his  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  the  re- 
solutions. He  supported  the  arguments  of  lord 
Grenville  in  favour  of  them,  and  condemned  mi- 
nisters as  grossly  inattentive  to  their  duty,  and  as 
having  sacrificed  the  honour  and  the  dignity  of  the 
;»ountry. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  June  6.   {Mln.  8 7  J.) 

[Army  estimates.] — The  Secretary  at  War 
said',  that  the  remaining  army  esiimates,  cor.sist- 
«d  of  two   part.-: — One  of    them   related  to  those 


would  he  hoped  be  the  whole  exjiense  of  the  build- 
ing, and  he  should  only  ask  3  o.oool.  for  fittirg  up  the 
rooms,  &c.  He  came  now  to  the  second  head  of 
estimates,  viz.  those  which  related  to  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  forces. — The  augmentation  which  had 
been  ordered  was  not  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 
for  the  committeewould  recollect  thatsN  hen  the  army 
was  voted  in  December  last,  it  was  upon  an  unusually 
high  establishment,  the  highest  that  ever  was  pro- 
posed in  time  of  peace.  It  was  thought  that  com- 
pleting the  army  by  a  small  augmentation  would  be 
sufficient — as  the  army  voted  was  130,000  men. — 
The  augmentation  that  would  take  place,  would  be 
principally  in  the  cavalry.  The  committee  « ould 
recollect,  that  by  the  plan  which  he  proposed  in  De- 
cember last,  ten  men  per  troop  of  the  cavalry  were- 
to  remain  dismounted  ;  those  men  v.-ere  now  to  be 
mounted,  and  their  place  to  be  supplied  with  recruiis; 
this  would  make  70  m.enper  tioop.  There  was  also  to 
be  an  augmentation  in  the  foot-guards.  The  next  aug- 
mentation arose  from  a  regulation  which  1  ad  bcca 
adopted  of  abolishing  the  fi=ld-officers  having  com- 
panies ;  in  consequence  of  Vt'hich  there  would  be 
three  additional  captains  in  each  regiment.  He  would 
not  now  enter  into  any  arguments  upon  the  propriety 
of  this  regulation,  hu  would  only  say,  that  it  Vvus  one 
that  met  with  the  apjuobatlon  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced ofriceis  ot  the  ariviv  ;  by  tins  plan  the  siina- 
tiouof  -aptain-licmtnant  v/ou'd  bs  -ibolished,  ^nd  J^ 
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would  of  course  have  one  of  the  three  com- 
panies, another  of  the  companies  was  to  be 
given  to  a  cap-.ain  on  half  pay  ;  and  the  senior 
lieutenant  was  to  have  the  third  company  on 
condition  of  raising  30  men,  and  the  senior 
ensign  to  succeed  hun  on  raising  10  men.  The 
expence  of  this  measure  would  be  about 
35,0001,  viz.  26,000  fur  Great  Britain,  and  9000 
for  Jreland.  The  greatest  p;irt  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  these  estimates  arose  from  the  militia, 
in  amount  to  a  sum  cf  l,i,'67,000l.  for  Great 
Britain,  and  480,1971.  for  Ireland.  Contin- 
gencies, 13,3451.  cloathing,  143,8911.  The  mi- 
hiia  of  Great  Britain  would  amount  to  60,893, 
supplementary  militia  24,000,  miking  (exclu- 
sive of  officers,  non  commissioned  officers,  iic.) 
the  number  of  rank  and  file  above  73,000  men. 
The  militia  of  Ireland,  amounted  to  18,000  men, 
making  altogether  above  90,000  men.  And  he 
was  h.ippy  to  say,  that  a  very  short  time  indeed 
would  elapse  before  they  svcre  all  embodied  and 
ht  for  service. — The  additional  expense  for  the 
supplementary  militia,  would  amount  to4 1 6,0001. 
the  additional  expence  of  the  barrack  depart- 
ment 1j,('001.  making  the  total  expens^;  for 
Great  Britatn,  2,54u,000l.  and  for  Ireland, 
j70,000l.  being  altogether,  3,llO,O00L 

Mr.Wimdh  AM  said,  that  he  had  not  objec- 
tion to  any  of  tiie  details  which  th%  right  hen. 
gent,  had  gone  into  except  one,  which  appeared 
to  be  calculated  to  revive  the  practice  cf  raising 
men  for  the  rank,  and  which  was  productive  cf 
such  inconvenience  that  he  should  always  object 
to  it.  It  was  resorted  to  in  time  of  necessity, 
when  the  inconvenience  which  it  was  ca'culatcd 
to  produce  was  not  foreseen  ;  but  he  should  be 
sorry  to  see  it  revived  again.  His  object  in  ri- 
sing, was  not  so  much  to  comment  upon  the  de- 
tails which  had  been  laid  bcfnre  the  House,  as 
to  take  the  opportunity,  wliich  the  army  esti- 
mates always  afforded,  of  making  some  obser- 
vations upon  the  war  and  the  genera!  s'ate  of 
the  country.  The  first  subject  upon  which  he 
should  make  anv  observations  was  one  upon 
which  he  had  tcuched  on  a  former  occasion  :  he 
meant,  the  propriety  of  having  so  large  a  part 
of  our  force  to  consist  of  militia.  He  thought 
the  scale  upon  which  it  was  proposed  to  form  ihe 
milit.iry  force  was  wrong,  because  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  was  such,  that  it  would  not 
afford,  at  once,  a  large  milicia  and  a  large  army. 
In  fact,  the  tystem  pursued  of  late  years,  if  it 
did  not  "  suckle  armies  and  dry-nurse  the  land," 
tnust  at  least,  be  said  to  suckle  the  nulitia  and 
dry-nurse  the  army.  1  f  such  large  bounties  were 
tiven  to  men  who  eiigaf:;cd  onlv  for  a  fev/  years, 
and  forhome-service,  hov/  v/as  it  to  be  supposed, 
that  for  a  small  bounty  men  would  be  induced 
tjo  enter  the  army,  to  serve  for  life  and  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  ?  The  army,  in  such  a 
stare  of  things,  must  not  only  stand  still,  it  must 
go  backwards,  for  it  was  not  to  be  conceived, 
that,  with  these  high  bribes,  desertion  would 
not  become  general  :  so  that  the  army  would, 
Hojonly  ^et  r.o  ncwiucD,  but  lose  many  of  those 


whom  they  already  '".ad.  In  fact,  desertion,  it 
was  well  known,  h.,d  '.become  a  sort  of  trade. 
Men  got  a  livelihood  by  pav-smg  from  corps  to 
corps,  and  perf.T'ning,  wlut  'hey  called,  the 
grand  tour.  Jf,  a'  the  end  of  the  tour  the  man 
remained  in  the  service,  the  only  effect  of  all 
these  bounties  was,  that  you  had  obtained  a  sol- 
dier in  the  militia  or  fencibles,  in  CKchange  for 
a  soldier  in  the  regular  army.  One  reasan,  per- 
haps, for  this  anxit-y  for  augmenting  the  mili- 
tia, was,  ;hat  tht-  money  with  which  they  were 
levied,  did  not  come  in  tlie  shape  of  a  direct  tax, 
and  therefore,  it  was  irvught,  would  pass  with- 
out notice.  Btit  this  was  a  poor  and  criminal 
pr)liry  The  money,  th  ugh  n  t  raised  avowed- 
ly bv  Parliament;  was  equ-.l!y  drawn  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  The  man  who  paid  this 
rax  for  procuring  a  militia-man,  was  less  able, 
a.s  well  as  kss  willing  to  pay  other  taxes.  The 
naMon  equally  paiu :  the  only  difference  was, 
that  they  paid  to  a  greater  amount,  and  in  a  far 
more  incommodious  manner.  His  general  ob- 
jection, however,  to  the  measure  was,  that  it 
would  create  a  milina  and  not  an  army.  This 
was  an  iiniver>^l  objection,  applicable  to  all 
times,  though  varying  in  its  force,  according  to 
circumstances,  an  ">  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  war  in  wh  ch  we  might  happen  to  be  en- 
gaged. It  was  the  (tuty  of  those  entrusted  with 
the  government  of  a  country,  in  the  first  place, 
to  f  rm  in  their  own  min'is,  some  idea  of  the 
nature  of  the  war  whii  h  they  were  to  carry  or, 
and  then  to  regulate  the  public  force  accord- 
ingly. When  this  was  dont,  it  was  easy  to 
form  a  notion  of  the  nature  of  a  war  which  n 
government  had  in  view,  from  the  nature  o£ 
the  establishment  yhich  they  proposed  to  make. 
He  was  afraid,  however,  that  the  inference  in 
this  case,  was  not  a  very  sure  one.  It  looked 
as  if  the  government  had  gone  into  the  war, 
withoi;:  a:  ail  considering  the  nature  of  it,  and, 
in  trutn,  without  plan  of  any  "^ort.  After  en- 
deavouring to  preserve  peace  as  long  as  they 
could,  and  longer  than  thty  ought,  they  were 
foictd  into  wzv,  when  all  their  means  of  con- 
cession and  submission  were  exhausted,  and 
when  no  option  was  left  ;  and  finding  them. - 
selves  in  that  situation,  they  seemed  to  have 
no  idea  of  doing  any  thing  but  what  they  under- 
stood to  have  been  usual  on  such  occasions,  and 
what  the  situation  itself,  indeed,  necessarily 
forced  upon  them.  They  issued  press-warrants, 
ihey  offered  bounties,  they  sent  our  recruiting 
parties,  they  put  ships  in  commission,  they  dtd 
whatever  ihey  wcire  told  was  regular  and 
jDroper.  It  was  indeed  curious  to  hear  the  enu- 
meration of  their  services  in  these  respects, 
and  the  list  of  artcles  for  which  thev  took 
credit.  These  extended  back,  beyond  the  period 
when  war  was  become  inevitable.  '*  Did  v.e 
"  not,"  said  the  hon.  Gent.,  "  in  the  midst  of 
"  profound  peace,  and  in  a  few  months  after 
"  signing  a  definitive  treaty,  call  upon  th^ 
"  C'untry  for  two  successive  augmentations  of 
"  army  and  navy  .'  Afterwards,  when  the 
"  danger  became  more  picssing,  and  we  wers 
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"  obliged    to  say  something,  did  we    not  bring 
'*  a  message    to   the  House,    true,  perhaps,    in 
"  the  mere  terms    of    it,    but  wholly    unrrue 
*'  as  to  the  sense   in    which  it   w.is  syre   to  be 
"  understfxjd  ?     When,    by  these  means,    war 
*'  was,  as  it  were,  declared,  did   we    not,  like 
"  good    watchmen    of   the    state,     immediitely 
"  spring  our  rattles,  and  call    out  the  militia  ? 
"  What    is     it  that    we    have    left    undone  .-" 
He  admitted,  that  all    these    merits    claimed  by 
nunisters  were  justly  due  to  them  ;   but    it    did 
not   fo' low  from  tlv-nce,  that  they  had  any  jusc 
■views  of  their  situation,  or  indeed,  any  distinct 
■\'iews  ar  all.     If  they  could  be  said  to  have   any 
plan   at   all,  it  seemed    to   be   one  of  strict  de- 
fence ;     that  is    to  say,  we   were  to    wait  pas- 
sively, until    we  could    find  an  opportunity   of 
sneaking  into  a   peace,  as  we  had  just  sneaked 
-out   of  one.     [f  we    voluntarily    confined    our- 
selves   to    this  sort  of  war,    nothing   could   be 
said  too  bad  of  our  counsels,  but  if  we  were  really 
forced  to  it,  n'lthing    could  be   more  deplorable 
than  our   situati07i.     The  worst  of   all    condi- 
tions  in  which  a  counrry  or  an  individual  could 
be  placed,  wis  one,  in  which  it  would  be  possi- 
ble to    lose   and  impossible  to  win.     There  was 
not  an   in-tance  to  be  found  in  h'story,  in  which 
a    nation    successfu'ly    carried  on     a  sybtem   of 
pure  defence.     Every    body  knew   the   advan- 
tage wijich     assa  lants    hid    over    those    whom 
they  attacked  ;  and  that  which  was   true  of  an 
individual    w?.s  true  of   a   nation.     So  far  as  to 
the    nature    of  the   force  now  proposed,  consi- 
dered as  indicating  the  views  of  ministers,  or  as 
<letermining  rh:   character  of  the  war,  whether 
intended   by  ministers  or  not  :  but  it  remained 
to  be  considered    how    far  a   force  of  this  sort 
was  good,  even  as  a  mere  defensive  force.     It 
appeared  to   him  that  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fence,   you  ought    to  have   as   lartie    a  regular 
force  as  possible,  because   regular   forces    could 
«nly    be    opposed   by    regular    forces  :    it  was 
"  diamond  cut  diamond".     But   even   adopting 
the    system    ihat  ministers   were    acting    upon, 
and  admitting  the  number  of  men  to  be  realized, 
he  should  contend  that  there  would  not   be    men 
enough,  supposing  an    invasion   to   take   place. 
And  in  the  mean  time  that  such  exertions  were 
made  to  raise  an  ineffectual  force,  the   recruit- 
ing   of  an  army,  the  force    certainly  most  efFcc- 
Jtual,  w  uld  be  essentially  Impeded.     If,  at  last, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  have    recourse  to  more 
^.xtenfcivc   and   energetic  means    of    raising  the 
force  of  tiie  country,  it  would,  in   his    opinion, 
be    better    to    begin    with    them.     He    \-,'ould 
have  a  force  still  less  regular  than    the   mihtia, 
but  one  that  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  re- 
cruiting  the  army.     Some  such    measure  must 
in  the  end,  be  resorted  to  ;  and,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would    be    better   to    adopt  it  in   the  first  in- 
itance  ;   at  the  same  time  that  he  wnild  employ 
every    means    of  recruiting  the    army,  because 
we    must  not  only   have  a  large  army  now,  bat 
always,  at  least  until  some  very  material  change 
took  place  on  the   continent.     For  the  purposes 
if  mire  defence,  therefore,  this  was  a  bid  force; 


but  he  trusted  that  our  object  was  not  confined 
merely  to  defence.  The  cause  which  drew  usint* 
the  present  war,  was,  the  destruction  of  the  balance 
of  power  in  Euiope  ;  and,  in  consecjucnce  therjoi, 
the  great  acquisition  of  power  by  one  «tatc- 
Now,  when  the  balance  of  power  was  de- 
stroyed, he  knew  but  two  ways  in  nature  of 
restoring  it,  either  by  taking  some  weight  out 
I  f  one  scile,  or  by  putting  some  into  die  oihcr; 
unless,  indeed,  you  might  forcibly  lioid  boih 
scales  even,  by  means  of  an  ex'-crnal  force,  such 
as  a  powerful  mediator  or  guarantee  But,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  the  only  means  wc  h.d  tn 
adopt,  vvas  either  to  strengthen  ourselves  or  to 
weaken  the  eneiny  ;  or  we  could  not  exist  as 
an  independent  nation.  This  being  the  ca:;e« 
it  remained  only  to  consider  the  order  in  waic'h 
these  subjects  v>?ere  to  be  tak^n,  and  what  the 
means  by  which  they  might  severally  be  pur- 
sued- In  touching  upon  this  p  jint  fairly,  he 
would  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  events  of  last 
war.  In  that  war,  it  appeared  t  j  him  that  the 
plan  of  weakening  the  enemy  was  not  only  the 
most  proper  and  nust  effectual,  but,  by  idx,  the 
shortest  and  most  practicable.  He  thought  it 
would  be  more  easy  to  kill  the  revolutionary- 
tiger,  than  to  chain  or  to  cage  him.  To  that 
object,  therefore,  almost  the  v.'hole  force  of  this 
country  ought  to  have  been  directed,  though 
i  there  was  no  reason,  in  the  meanwhile,  that 
the  other  object  should  have  been  lost  sight  of. 
The  same  objects  that  existed  at  that  time,  exj>t 
j  at  present,  though,  certainly,  the  progress  of 
time  might  have  changed  the  relations  «f  these 
i  objects,  as  well  as  the  means  of  attaining  them. 
That  which  before  was  practicable  mi-ht  now 
be  hopeless  ;  and,  in  that  case,  could  be  no 
longer  an  object  of  pursuit  :  for  he  knew  of  no 
situation  so  deplorable,  as  that  of  remaining, 
v/ith  respect  to  France,  in  our  present  relative 
state,  with  no  means  of  augmentating  our  own 
force,  or  of  diminishing  that  of  our  rival.  What- 
ever might  be  thought,  therefore,  of  the  project 
of  reducing  the  power  of  France  ;  in  the  only 
way  in  which  it  can  be  reduced,  namely,  by  co- 
operation with  parties  within,  it  had,  at  least, 
this  recommendation,  that  if  practicable  at  all, 
it  v/as  at  once  the  most  effectual  and  the  most 
easy.  Whether  we  believed  or  not  in  the  truth 
of  the  notion,  it  was,  at  least,  one  which  we 
must  wish  to  be  true.  As  Mrs.  Cole  said  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  "  that  it  was  a 
most  comfortable  persuasion  to  one  of  her  call- 
iiiiT;"  so  we  may  say,  that  a  possible  co-#pe- 
ration  with  royalists  and  destruction  ot  the 
present  revolutionary  government,  or,  which, 
is  the  same  thing,  restoration  of  the  ancient 
monarchy,  is  a  vury  comfortable  persuasion  to 
persons  in  our  situation.  If  some  means  of 
this  kind  were  not  adopted,  the  prospect  before 
us  would  be  gloomy  indeed,  in  spite  even  of 
that  mediati  n,  of  which  Gent,  had  talked  so 
much,  but  from  which,  for  his  own  parr,  he 
so  little  hoped  any  good,  in  which  he  foresaw 
so  much  possible  future  mischief,  and  in  which 
he  felt  so  much  present  dif^g/acv.    We  Wcjr^.to 
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consider  whar  t'ne  ta^k  was,  of  restoring  the 
lost  balance  of  Europe,  by  the  adJiticn  of  con- 
sequence and  poNver  to  ourselves.  The  treaty 
cif  Amiens  had,  by  one  stroke,  taken  from  the 
power  and  conbcquence  of  this  country,  in 
point  of  actual  possessions,  to  say  nothing  of 
character,  what  we  might  be  well  satisfied  if 
ten  yeas  of  successful  war  would  replace.  We 
hid,  in  one  fatal  moment,  so  fallen  to  leeward, 
that  unless  some  fortunate  shift  of  wind  should 
come  to  favour  us,  wc  might  be  beating  for 
years  and  years  against  a  head-sea  without  re- 
gaming  our  former  station.  If  he  were  asked 
Avhat  his  hopes  were  of  doing  anything  at  this 
moment,  either  in  France  itself  or  on  the  rest 
of  the  continent  (the  powers  of  the  continent 
could  hardly  be  considered  in  existence),  he 
should  certainly  say  "very  little,"  thanks  to 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which  had  given  away 
the  powers  and  the  mind  of  the  continent  from 
us,  and  had  made  the  whole  coast  of  Europe  an 
iron-bound  coast  to  us,  not  affording  an  inlet 
or  a  creek  into  which  we  could  run  a  cutter. 
It  might  be  said,  that  the  powers  of  the  conti- 
nent detested  France;  he  believed  they  did: 
but  did  Gent,  never  hear  of  that  maxim  of 
tyrants,  "  OiIt:yint  dum  metuant  ?"  However 
strong  their  hatred  might  be,  while  there  was 
another  feeling  as  strong  as  it  is  at  present, 
namely,  fear,  it  mattered  little  whether  they 
loved  or  hated  her.  He,  h-^wever,  could  not 
entirely  abandon  the  hope,  whicli  he  had  placed 
in  the  exertions  which  the  continent  would, 
som.e  time  or  other,  make  for  itself,  and  there- 
fore he  was  the  more  hostile  against  the  scheme 
of  policy  now  proposed,  because  it  would  not 
only  render  such  exertions  infinitely  less  pro- 
bable, but  would  make  us  incapable  of  taking 
advantage  of  them  should  they  be  made.  He 
M-as  not  only  dissatisfied  with  the  policy  which 
ministers  seetxied  inclined  to  adopt,  but  with 
the  language  which  they  held.  It  was,  with 
peculiar  regret,  that  he  read  the  passage  at  the 
end  of  his  Majesty's  declaration,  v/hich  was 
calculated  to  Drove  to  the  continent,  that  wc 
looked  merely  to  British  objects,  and  that 
we  should  be  ready,  if  those  objects  were  at- 
tained, to  give  them  up  as  we  had  done  before. 
He  knew  very  well  what  the  sort  of  clamour 
was  which  this  observation  was  calculated  to 
excite.  Jt  v/ould  be  said,  "  you  are  fighting 
*'  for  the  Bourbons,  for  the  Royalists,  for  Mo- 
r-archy, '^c."  He  must  still,  he  feared,  retain 
his  opinion  ;  even  if  he  was  \^rong  it  couid 
not  be  said  that  he  was  an  obstinate  sinner : 
his  plans  never  having  been  tried,  his  opinions 
were,  at  least,  not  contradicted  by  experience. 
This  was  more  tlian  could  be  said  by  the  hon. 
Gent,  who  made  the  expiriment  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens.  His  opinions  had  certainly  beeft  so 
contradicted.  He  did  "not  expect  of  the  hon. 
Gent,  a  confession  that  these  opinions  were 
originally  wrong,  that,  perhaps,  would  be  too 
inuch  to  look  for,  even  from  his  candour,  but 
he  might,  perhaps,  admit,  that  they  hid  not 
jbcen  exactly  veniied  by  tbs  event. — VVhcn  Mr. 


Whiston    predicted    that    on    a   certain  day,     a 
comet  would   appear    which  would    destroy   the 
ea'rth  ;  and,  when    the  day  came   and  no  comet 
appeared,  he  believed   that  though  Mr.  Whisrou 
might   not    acknov/ledge  that  his  prediction  was 
foolish  or  founded    on     principles    improperly 
chosen,  he    had    no  objection  to  own,  when  the 
day  was  past,  and  mankind  safe,  that  the  prin- 
ciples   of  his    calculation    had  for  once  deceived 
him.     So    he    thought    that   whatever    wisdotn 
the  right  hon.  Gent,  might  think    he  had    dis- 
played   in    making  the    treaty   of  Amiens,  ,hc 
could  now  have  no  great  hesitation  in  admitting 
that  it  had  not  quite   answered    his    expectation. 
He  did  not  know  what    might  be  the  res.ilt  of 
the    experiments  he  had  recommended,  but  he 
protested  against  a  declaration,  that  they  should 
not  be  tried  at  all.     It  was  his  opinion,   th^t  if 
England  would  make  an  open,   grand   declara- 
tion, in  the  face  of  Europe,  of  her  views  and  ob- 
jects, he  did    not  mean  a    romantic,  chivalrous 
declaration,  but    one  that    would   draw  with  us 
the    sympathy    and  feeling    of    all   Europe,    it 
would  coiitribt'te  more  than   any  single    act,  to 
terminate   the    calamities   which  now  oppressed 
the  world.     Much  was   always  said  of  the  great 
power    of  the  French  republic,    but  it    was  by 
no    means    right    to  confound    together  ideas  so 
separate    as  those   of  strength    and    durability. 
Nothing  was  more  intdligiole  than  that  a  nation 
or  individual   might    be    at  the    period  of  their 
greatest  strength,    when  they  touched  the  very 
moment   of  their  dissolution.     The    power     of 
I  ranee  was,  at  this  time,  indisputable;  but  how 
long  that  power   would    exist    was    a    different 
question.     That  we  wished  and  hoped  to  see  an 
end  to  it,  it  Wis  impossible  for  us  to  deny,  not- 
withstanding all  the  dissembling  and  crouchiiig 
language    which    we   held   at  certam  times,  and 
?ill   the    boastful    and    vapouring   which    we  in- 
dsiged    in   at  others,     That  prospect  was  at  the 
bottom    of  ail  our  hopes.     Eveiy    thing    which 
he  saw  in  our  plans  and  counsels,  as  well  as  in 
those    who  were   to  conduct  them,    was  calcu- 
lated to  throw  him  into  despair  ;  but  he  begged 
that  this    declaration    might  not  be  understood 
as    implying  any  distru't  m   the    resources  and 
strength  of  the  country,  supposing    them  to  be 
properly  applied.     Much    as  he  thought  of  the 
dangers  of  invasion   (and  few  persons    were    in- 
clined  to    treat    tliem     more    seriously),    they 
were   only  formidable    to  him  from  the  idea   of 
the    manner   in  which    they    might  possibly  be 
met.     We  were  in  the  state  of  a  ship  in  a  storm. 
The  vessel   was   tight  a  id  well-found,  and  no- 
thing was  wanted  but  care  and  conduct,  to  en- 
able it   to   brave    all  the  fury   of   the  elements. 
But    if  the  officers  were  ignorant  or  negligent, 
if  the  crew  were  drunken  and  mutinous,    if  all 
proper    precautions   were    not   taken,     and    all 
proper  exertions  used,  down  she  might  go  with 
all  the  means  of  safety  in  her  power,    Wc  riiust 
n'lt    dissemlile  to  ourselves  the   violence  of  the 
storm,  with    which  wc    were    threatened.    V\  c 
Itad  to  deal    with  an  adversary  who    would  not 
do  things   by  halves  ;    and   who  had  the  re- 
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sources  of  a  continent  at  his  command.  Against 
such  an  att.xk  he  confessed  he  wislitd  to 
have  something  more  than  the  mere  loose  no- 
tions, and  vapouring  talk  of  whicli  we  heard 
so  much  in  that  House.  He  entertained,  as 
well  as  others,  a  high  idea  of  the  native  cou- 
rage of  the  people  of  this  country  :  bat  he  did 
not  quite  understand  the  notion,  which  many  seem- 
ed to  rely  on  with  confidence,  of  stopping  armies 
by  peasantry.  An  army  incapable  ot  recruiting  it- 
self, may  be  finally  worn  down  by  the  continued  ?.;- 
tacks  even  of  irregular  troops  ;  but  he  wished  to 
know  where  the  examples  were  to  be  found  of  armieb 
stopped  by  such  tioops,  unless,  possi'uly  in  circum- 
stances far  dilteient  from  the  present.  He  beheved 
that  none  of  the  generals  whose  names  were  familiar 
to  us,  either  in  earlier  or  more  recent  history,  when 
they  had  beaten  the  army  before  thern,  ever  asked 
leave  of  the  peasantry  of  the  country,  to  pursue  their 
maich  in  whatever  direction  tl.ey  thous,ht  proper. 
Such  notions  belon:red  only  to  men,  who  were  total- 
ly ignorant  of  what  they  were  talking'  about,  who  had 
^ever  heard  a  gun  fired  in  anger, 

"  Nor  in  the  division  of  a  battle  knew 
*'  More  than  a  spinster." 

Rfen  who  had  really  pretensions  to  be  heard  upon  such 
subjects,  who  spoke  of  what  they  knew  and  had  seen, 
the  men  u(-on  whom  we  m  a>t  rely,  and  upon  wliom 
we  mi£;ht  with  confidence  rclv;  slioulJ  dangers  of  the 
sort  inque>tion  really  arise  :  these  men  would  talk  a 
different  language,  would  tell  us  that  invasion  was 
neither  to  be  despised  nor  dreaded,  or  was  only  to  be 
dreaded,  should  it  happen  that  by  a  foolish  and  i£;no- 
rant  policy  it  had  previuusly  been  despised. — Upon 
the  whole,  whether  he  considered  the  interest  of 
the  countiy  with  a  view  to  the  war  in  general,  or 
to  the  nai  rower  and  more  immediate  object  of  de- 
fence, he  must  ccjually  condemn  the  present  system, 
which  went  to  create  a  great  and  dis|iroportionate  mi- 
litia force,  and  by  the  sanie  act,  as  well  as  by  the 
means  of  carrying  into  effect,  to  impoverish  and  keep 
down  the  army. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  he  should  say  only  a  very  few 
words  upon  this  subject,  he  meiely  v.'ished  to  ask 
whether  the  force  which  it  was  now  jiroposcd  to  vote, 
included  the  whole  of  the  regular  lurce  that  was  to 
be  proposed,  or  whether  they  were  to  expect  in  the 
present  session,  any  more  substantial  augmentation 
to  that  which  certainly  was  an  unusually  large  peace 
establishment  .'  He  was  averse  to  discussing  in  that 
Hou-e  any  question  respect  iig  the  amount  of  the 
force  nece.isary  for  the  put.iie  safety.  That  ought 
certaiidy  to  rest  in  the  first  instance  with  ministers 
under  the  responsibility  of  tlieir  situation.  It  was  a 
confidence  that  Parliament  ought  to  place  in  them, 
and  if  they  did  not  possess  that  confidence  they  ought 
not  to  retain  their  situation.  But  he  did  not  api)re- 
hend  that  it  was  proper  to  discuss  ii;  that  House  the 
distribution  of  the  public  force,  he  therefore  would 
notehter  into  any  detail  upon  the  subject.  To  ministers 
it  belonged  to  prepare  such  a  plan,  and  the  House  and 
the  country  looked  for  it  with  just  uneasiness.  It  ought 
to  be  brought  forward  promptly  ;  no  time  was  to  be 
lest ;  (or  in  our  present  situation  there  was  none. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  in  reply  to  the 
question  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  say  that  «  plan  was  under  the  consider- 

Vot.  III.  I 


'  ation  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  which,  he  trusted, 
would  be  found  fully  sub.-.tantial  and  tfikacious,  cal- 
culated to  repel  every  danger,  and  to  enable  the 
country  to  put  forth  its  arms  for  the  complete  attain- 
ment of  the  objects  of  the  war.  When  his  right  ho- 
nourable l-'riend  (Mr.  Windham)  talked  of  a  nure  de- 
fensive war,  he  in  fact  conjured  up  a  i)hantom  in 
order  to  combat  it,  for  it  was  by  no  means  the  pur- 
pose of  ministers  to  confine  their  operations  purelv 
to  detVnce.  Thoy  had  not  shewn  a  disposition  to 
leave  any  measure  untried  that  could  tend  to  the 
safety  of  the  nation,  and  Gentlemen  might  rely  that 
nothing  would  be  omitted  which  could  qualify  us  to 
strike  the  severest  and  strongest  blows  at  the  enenvy. 
He  spoke  of  arrangements  subsequent  to  the  ticaty  of 
Amiens  ;  we  had  been  in  that  short  period  of  jiJace 
active  in  many  respects  ;  we  had  been  put  on  a  much 
stronger  footing  than  we  had  been  in  any  former  pe- 
riod of  peace.  Oui  regular  army  was  much  more 
considerable  now  than  it  had  been  at  the  commence- 
ment of  any  war  ;  our  militia  in  like  manner  was 
in  a  much  better  state  for  military  purposes  than  it 
had  been  at  any  former  commencement  of  a  war  ; 
we  had  in  every  respect  a  much  greater  force  than 
we  ever  had  before  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities  ; 
but  was  he  saying  that  this  was  therefore  sufticier.l  ? 
No,  he  was  ru)t  ;  but  the  energy  of  thecounti;  mut 
be  called  forth,  and  there  must  be  such  a  disposal  of 
that  force  as  to  shew  our  enemies,  of  the  disposition 
of  its  people,  of  its  intern  il  vigour,  of  its  resources, 
and  almost  every  thing  about  it,  foi  very  ignorant  in- 
deed were  our  enemies  of  all  these  things;  but  it  was 
not  a  vote  for  a  large  sum  of  money  that  would  rais^ 
a  large  disposable  force,  that  would  depend  much 
more  on  the  nature  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for 
raising  such  force,  than  upon  the  vote  for  paying 
them  ;  and  he  Mattered  himself  that  the  measures 
about  to  be  proposed  for  that  purpose  would  be  cfK- 
cacious  ;  that  the  men  would  be  furnished  as  they 
should  be  found  to  be  necessary,  and  thf-.y  should  be 
proposed  to  be  under  the  command  of  officers  of  the 
regular  troops,  and  a  militia  force  was  intended  to  be 
as  a  supplement  to  the  regular  army;  and  after  this 
plan  was  completed,  then  tliere  would  rema'n  to  be 
done  that  which  it  would  be  in  this  comitry  mora 
easy  perhaps  to  do  than  the  rest  of  it,  r.u.mcly,  to 
find  tlie  money.  Voting  a  number  of  men  however 
great,  and  voting  a  sum  of  money,  however  large, 
to  pay  them,  di  1  not  appear  to  bin;  to  be  wise,  until 
the  plan  for  rrdsing  the  men  shall  have  been  matured, 
because  until  that  was  done  it  was  only  raising  m.en 
upon  paper,  which  was  not  what  we  wanted  ;  nei- 
ther did  large  votes,  without  method  of  carrying 
them  into  effect,  prove  very  useful.  Having  said 
thus  much  generally,  he  would  taLe  now  up  a  few 
of  the  points  broug.it  forward  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  to  him,  but  not  ail  of  them, 
for  of  some  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  although 
they  were  like  every  thing  dtiivere.i  by  that  right  ho- 
nourable gent.,  very  sensible,  yet  in  this  case  they 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  have  an  immediate  refe- 
rence to  the  question  now  before  the  comm.ttee.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  tiijht  honouiable 
geiuletnan  had  given  way  a  little  too  much  to  a  ton* 
of  despondency,  as  applhcable  either  to  the  manntr 
in  which  we  were  now  prepaiing  for  war,  or  to  ii:a 
manner  in  which  we  concluded  pea:  e.  He  agreed 
however  with  the  right  honourable  gentletv.an,  it  wa» 
right  to  state  the  situation  of  this  ci';. try  fairly,  to 
state  even  the  chance  of  an  invasion,  b.nhe  tliought 
he  might  be  permuted  to  say  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  considered  that. subject  a  little 
*  3   ii 
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too  broadly.  No  man  would  say  that  the  great  mili- 
tary force  of  France  had  not  gi eat  power;  of  tliat 
wc  must  be  all  awire,  and  our  measures  must  be 
with  reference  not  on!v  to  this  idea,  or  for  the  de- 
fence and  security  of  the  realm,  but  also  to  act 
aoainst  the  enemy  as  occasion  may  occur.  He  thought 
it  v/as  hii^h  time  tliat  we  should  shtw,  not  by  words, 
but  actions,  we  arc  not  to  be  insulted  by  France, 
that  we  art  not  to  be  intimidated  by  any  menace 
■they  ma V  throw  out,  that  it  is  not  their  shewing  them- 
selves in  large  numbers  opposite  to  our  coasts,  that  is 
to  throw  us  into  a  panic. — "  That  they  may  throw  a 
body  of  men  into  our  country  is  practicable,"  said  he. 
■ — "  It  may  be  done  certainly  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, that  is,  if  they  be  not  sunk  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  but  it  would  not  be  long;  before  they  would  be 
made  prisoners  ;  neither  do  I  think  that  any  of  them 
would  retiun.  I  think  that  it  is  time  to  shew  that  we 
are  not  to  be  taunted  in  this  way  with  invasion,  or 
intimidated  with  the  threat  of  it."  There  was  ano- 
ther part  of  the  speech  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, which  he  should  now  shortly  notice  :  he 
seemed  to  suppose  that  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  we 
had  relinquished  for  ever  all  right  to  consider  of  the 
Hffairs  of  the  continent  ;  and  he  said,  that  for  the 
last  ten  years  ^ve  had  gone  very  much  to  leeward  : 
that  was  not  so.  As  to  the  treaty  of  Amien<^,  he  ap- 
proved of  it  at  the  time,  under  all  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  concluded.  He  was  satisfied, 
even  now,  of  the  propriety  of  this  country  having; 
entered  into  that  treaty:  but  it  was  not  correct  to  say, 
that  by  that  treaty  we  had  given  up  the  continent  ; 
we  had  dorie  no  such  th.ng  ;  nor  was  it  our  inclina- 
tion to  do  any  think  like  it.  If  there  had  been  any- 
chance  of  ?.ny  continental  co-operations  with  us — if 
we  had  had  tlic  continuance  of  any  continental  alli- 
ance, then  the  peace  o^  Amieris  was  a  peace  of  which 
he  shciild  not  have  ajjproved  ;  but  as  we  had  nocon- 
tinental  alliance  left  for  carrying  on  the  war,  he 
thought  that  no  advantage  was  to  have  been  gained 
by  the  prosecution  of  the  war  ;  nor  did  he  see  how 
any  one  could  expect  any  advantage  to  us  by  that 
continuance,  under  such  ciicumstances.  We  there- 
fore h:id  agreed  to  the  peace,  and,  in  his  opinion,  we 
act!=d  wisely  by  so  <!oiiig.  But  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  asked,  whether  the  last  peace  was  not 
in^reiy  an  experiment.''  Yes,  it  was  ;  and  whether 
it  had  not  failed  ?  Why,  yes  it  had  failed,  as  was 
evinced  by  our  being  now  at  v/ar.  The  publication 
of  our  discussion  v,':th  Fiance  had  roused  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  10  a  pitch  which  he  conceived  to 
have  decided  the  character  of  the  cause  in  which  we 
are  en. aged,  for  that  it  has  united  them,  and  made 
tiT.r.n,  as  it  were,  one  man  against  France,  ar.d 
tauc'ht  them  to  regard  France  as  the  oppressor  ,of 
Europe  in  general,  and  one  who  wished  to  be  the  op- 
pressor of  this  country.  To  have  this  sentiment 
thoroughly  rooted  in  the  htarls  of  Englishmen,  was, 
to  sprak  in  the  language  of  another  gentleman  on  an- 
other occasion,  a  thing  worth  ten  or  twenty  Vv^est- 
India  Islands  But  the  R.  H.  gentleman  had  said,  that 
the  hopes  of  this  country  were  gpne.  He  did  not  think 
so  He  did  not  think  tliat  we  were  a  people  likely  to 
give  up  cur  hopes.  I  le  found  nothing  in  the  history  of 
this  country  to  justify  that  idea;  nor  did  he  think 
there  was  any  thing  ;n  the  condurt  of  this  country  to 
w-arrant  the  expression  that  we  had  given  up  all  con- 
cerns with  the  affairs  of  the  continent.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  history  of  th',s  irountry  proved  that  our  ob- 
ie^-t  iaad,  since  the  revolution,  been  to  preserve  the 
Piiiance  of  [)ov,'er  on  the  continent  ;  wc  had  made 
i  glorious  effort  to  do  so  in  the  last  war — we  had 
#Oiitinued  in  the  contest  for  that  purpose  long  alter 


every  British  rjbject  had  b;en  attained,  and  as  long  as 
it  was  possible  with  any  hopes  of  making  an  impres- 
sion favou. able  to  the  general  interests  ot  Europe; 
wc  had  continued  in  the  contest  until  we  were  left 
without  alliance  for  perseverance  In  it ;  andthenwe 
did  what,  under  such  circumstances,  it  was  wise  in 
us  to  do.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  after 
having  charged  us  with  neglecting  our  true  interests, 
by  adopting  a  system  ])urely  defensive,  proceeded  to 
state  th;it  the  force  we  had  hitherto  proposed  to  adopt 
is  not  applicable  to  our  case,  and  alluded  to  the  mili- 
tia. Now  upon  this  subject  he  must  be  allowed  to 
lament  a  little  that  the  right  ho.iourable  gentleman 
had  not  brought  forward  his  objection  to  this  system 
at  the  time  it  was  first  brought  before  the  House,  be^ 
cuuiS  abundant  opportunities  had  been  afioidtd  to 
hear  the  reasoning  of  the  right  honourable  genlleman 
upon  the  subject. — He  was  perfectly  open  at  the 
time  to  conviction,  and  so  he  wished  to  be  still,  but 
he  only  wanted  to  know  what  the  sj'stcm  of  this 
country  had  always  been,  and  whether  the  measure 
npw  pioposcd  was  not  an  improvement  upon  that 
plan,  and  whether  the  observations  of  the  ri^ht  ho» 
nourable  gentleman,  if  they  had  been  made  last  yeai, 
would  have  induced  Pailiament  to  vote  100,000  men 
on  the  establishment.  He  thought  not ;  our  measures 
last  year,  however,  enabled  us  to  set  a  stronger  force 
on  foot  than  was  ever  known  at  the  commencement 
of  a  war,  and  we  had  at  this  moment  a  considerable 
body  of  the  best  troops  on  foot  we  ever  had  ;  for 
which  reasons  he  thought  that  government  was  not 
liable  to  reproach  for  negligence.  He  should  not  fol- 
low the  right  honourable  gentleman  through  his  ob- 
servations on  the  militia.  He  kimentcdthatthellouse 
hadnot  been  favoured  with  the  opinion  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fully  on  this  occasion  formeily, 
but  the  question  now  was,  whetlier  the  committee 
would  not  \ote  a  force  which  on  consideration  last 
session  was  thought  necessary  ?  The  right  honour- 
able gentlemaii  said,  that  a  regular  army  invai-ling  a 
country  could  be  o[  posed  only  by  a  regular  army  : 
that  was  true,  but  it  admitted  of  certain  qualifica- 
tions ;  it  was  true  with  regard  to  an  engagement  but 
not  to  a  protracted  war.  America  was  a  proof  of 
this  ;  the  regular  arm.y  indeed  beat  the  Americans 
in  every  engagement,  but  at  last  they  harassed,  and 
fiiuilly  overrowered  the  regular  army.  This  was  also 
the  case  of  France  herself  against  Prussia;  t'lePrus.- 
:;ian  army  was  composed  of  the  best  vegule^r  troops, 
and  the  French  who  were  opposed  to  them  Cunsistc'l 
of  tl.e  national  guards  or  troops  of  that  description  ; 
and,  he  must  say,  that  whatever  character  the  French 
troops  had  acquired,  and  whatever  they  may  now  be, 
they  had  gone  through  a  great  deal  of  hard  fighting, 
but  they  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  despond  or  to 
be  alaimcd  en  account  of  their  not  being'  regular 
tioops  although  they  were  to  be  opposed  by  regulars, 
they  exerted  themselves  by  a  resolution  whie  h  enabled 
tbicm  to  get  the  better  of  their  difficulties  ;  and  if 
tiiis  country  h.v.d  the  same  resolution,  of  v.hich  there 
could  be  no  doiibt,  because  we  all  felt  the  propriety 
of  it,  we  should  not  only  get  over  our  difUcultijs,  but 
we  should  teach  this  our  insolent  enemy  we  are  not 
to  be  insulted  witn  impunity,  and  if  they  attempt  us, 
to  use  their  own  words,  on  our  own  dunghill,  woebe 
to  the  assailant;. 

Mr.  Pi  vt  said,  that  he  was  happy  to  understand, 
from  his  R.  H.  friend,  that  ministersdid  not  think  that 
the  present  militia  was  all  the  additional  fe  rce  which 
the  public  service,  a;  this  interesting  moment  re- 
quirts,  and  if  they  did  not  enter  upon  the  subject  at 
presmt,  it  wbs  auly  because  they  had  mtajUi^tiiaf 
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augmentation  in  view  which  were  not  mature  ;  that 
they  had  not  laid  before  the  commitree  the  mean  ;  ot 
knowing  the  plan  now  for  that  reason,  but  that  they 
are  satisfied  a  considerable  augmentation  must  take 
place  ;  being  of  that  opinion  himself,  he  should 
hardly  have  occasion  ro  make  more  than  one  remark, 
which  was,  that  in  his  view  of  the  subject,  on  the 
principle  which  ministers  had  adopted,  that  of  more 
vigorous  measures  than  had  been  hitherto  ever  tried, 
to  obtain  that  force  which  was  of  the  best  sort,  that 
of  supplemental  force  to  the  army,  acting  under 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  in  the 
regular  army.  It  did  appear  that  it  would  have  been 
fortunate  if  thev  had  rather  begun  by  establishing  in 
the  opinion  of  Parliament  and  of  the  country  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  thing  to  be  done,  by  preparing  the 
public  mind  by  an  adequate  vote  for  that  purpose, 
because  by  commencing  the  course  and  pursuing  the 
means  which  may  be  now  desirable  to  animate  the 
public  mind  to  the  adoption  of  what  may  be  tl'.nught 
essential  either  for  the  safety  of  the  Island,  or  what 
we  should  couple  with  it,  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war  with  France,  that  of  carrying  on  war 
with  a  force  which  may  be  at  once  adapted  eitlier  for 
offence  or  defence,  the  best  effects  may  be  expected, 
but  we  are  not  in  a  state  fit  for  war  with  France  until 
we  are  in  a  situation  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity which  may  occur  for  offensive  as  well  as  de- 
fensive operations. — He  applauded  every  desire  which 
ministers  could  manifest  to  labourwith  perseverance 
to  consider  of  the  best  means  for  the  safety  of  the 
state  ;  "  But,"  said  he,  "  do  it  effectually  !  and  to 
do  it  effectually,  you  must  do  it  soon.  Doing  it  soon 
will  be  better,  though  you  do  it  with  difhcuUy,  than 
if  you  do  it  some  time  hence,  and  after  much  delibe- 
ration, easily.  I  think  it  is  better  that  the  thing 
should  be  done  at  once,  or  as  soon  as  possible,  than 
that  you  should  delay  it— that  is,  I  think  it  better 
that  it  should  be  voted  without  delay,  and  then  that 
you  should  consider  about  the  means;  first  vote  the 
measure,  and  then  come  forward  with  the  vote  for 
defraying  the  expcnce,  because  by  bringing  the  mat- 
ter forward  immediately  you  will  call  the  spirit  of  the 
people  into  action.  The  question  n&w  is,  will  you 
save  your  country  ?  Save  it  i!i  ihe  best  and  most 
prudent  way,  if  you  can;  but  save  it  1  But  if  you 
are  to  take  any  mode  for  that  purpose,  in  which  yoa 
may  have  to  encounter  prejudices,  or  in  which  yon 
may  attach  to  yourselves  a  temporary  odium  ;  but 
the  opinion  I  have  of  the  people  of  England,  will 
not  allow  me  to  think  so,  if  you  do  but  inform  them 
rightly  of  your  object :  however,  if  any  piejudice 
should  arise  against  you — if  any  temporary  odium 
should  attach  to  your  measure — if  it  be  for  the  safe- 
ty of  the  country,  or  for  its  honour,  puisue  it — 
pursue  it,  although  you  may  h.ave  to  contend  with 
prejudice — pursue  it,  although  you  may  have  to  en- 
counter odium — pursue  it,  even  although  you  may 
have  to  subdue  resistance!  Do  it  !  for  the  coinitry 
must  be  saved  !  I  am  ready  to  take  my  full  share  of 
the  inconvenience.  If,  therefore.  Gentlemen  con- 
cur with  me,  as  indeed  1  believe  the  House  doe<-, 
that  the  present  force  is  insufficient,  I  wish  them  now 
to  pledge  themselves ;  to  pledge  Parliament,  to  pledge 
the  nation  too,  that  a  strong  measure  sh»ll  be  taken 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  without  any  loss  of 
time.  I  must  say  too,  that  at  a  period  when  the 
statement  of  the  finance  of  the  country  is  r.bout  to  be 
laid  before  us,  it  is  fit  you  should  bring  this  measure 
for  our  safety  forward,  together  with  an. estimate  of 
tiie  expcnce  of  it ;  for  it  is  fit  the  peoidc  should  see 
the  extent  of  their  burthens  j  tell  thsm  their  expen- 


ces,  and  tell  them  at  the  same  time  their  duty  to 
themselves  ;  shew  them  that  their  representatives 
are  determined  to  act  tor  their  welfare,  and  for  their 
glory.  You  cannot  now  go  into  tlie  detail,  hut  you 
can  have  no  difiiculty  about  the  number  of  men, 
nor  of  the  vote  to  cover  the  expcnce  of  it.  Mv  ob- 
ject, by  all  1  have  said,  is,  that  the  country  should 
now  be  told  at  unce  tl'.at  it  is  to  jirepare  for  measures 
of  an  unusual  extent,  to  make  exertions  of  an  un- 
usual nature  ;  that  the  people  should  be  impressed 
with  a  notion  that  extraordinary  prepaiations  must 
be  made,  that  extraordinary  means  must  be  used. 
Whatever  ciicumstances  of  difiiculty  niaj' occur  in 
the  detail  of  tlie  means  for  carrying  the  matter  into 
effect,  which  1  beUeve  to  be  essential  to  the  pMblis 
service,  1  am  anxious  that  at  least  as  early  a  day  us 
possible  should  be  taken  for  this  subject ;  that 
ministers,  instead  of  talking  of  what  they  will  do, 
should  pledge  themselves,  and  that  t!-.is  House  sb.ould 
pledge  itielf  that  the  thing  shall  be  done.  Let  each 
person  do  his  duty.  I.ct  ministers  bring  this  matter 
forward,  and  I  am  assured  tf.at  every  member  i'l  the 
Mouse  will  assist  in  it.  Whatever  degree  of  odium 
may  be  endeavoured  to  be  cast'  on  us  for  not  chusing 
perhaps  the  mildest  course  that  possibly  might  be 
found,  if  we  had  full  leisure  to  consider  it,  we  should 
not  mind — the  thing  must  be  done — must  be  done 
immeJ.iately."' — Mr.  Pitt  then  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  if  he  had  to  state  here  his  objection,  it  would 
not  be  that  the  militia  was  too  much  ;  he  thought 
that  a  militia  to  this  extent  we  could  bear,  and  he 
was  ready  to  say,  that  another  force  calculated  for 
offensive  as  well  as  defensive  war,  was  superior,  as  a 
force,  to  a  militia.  He  thonj'jit  that  a  large  portion 
of  regular  troops  might  be  added  to  70,000  militia, 
and  must  be  kept  at  home  or  we  should  not  have  a 
sufficient  force  for  home  security. — He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  make  several  observations  on  this  subject 
as  it  regarded  the  numbers  of  the  militia,  kc.  and 
then  said,  he  hoped  that  the  additional  force  to  be 
raised  was  not  to  depend  upon  a  system  of  tardv  and 
jirecarious  recruiting,  and  that  the  forces  should  not 
be  confined  to  serve  at  home  as  a  force  neeessary 
merely  for  home  defence,  and  that  at  ail  events  that 
we  should  secure  the  advantages  of  the  forces  being 
under  officers  regularly  tiained.  Hewished  the  Hou:^e 
to  benefit  from  rcc(jllection,  and  judge  of  what  we 
can  do  from  what  v/e  h^ve  done.  We  knew  th'U  we 
had  raised  by  hal'ot,  without  interfering  with  ths 
agriculture  or  the  industry/ of  the  country,  100,000 
men.  He  knew,  from  the  concurring  opinion  of 
almost  all  militia  officers,  that  we  could  not  hope  to 
have  on  the  militia  plan  officers  for  more  than 
70,000  men.  He  said  he  would  not  go  be}  ond  that, 
without  engrafting  on  the  nnliiia  officers  from  the 
regular  force.  Some  means  ought  to  be  ;;pplied  in 
aid  of  the  army.  If  any  better  mode  could  be  de- 
vised than  any  which  had  been  yet  stated,  he  shoud 
be  glad  of  it ;  he  would  engage  to  give  it  his  support. 
The  country  must  be  put  in  a  proper  state  of  nnlitary 
prenara.ion  ;  the  best  means  might,  perhaps,  not  be 
readily  seen.  It  must  have  as  much  time  for  its  con- 
sideration as  was  absolutely  necessary  to  ui.der>taiid 
it,  bat  no  more;  for  whatever  w;is  wanted  tor  the 
public  defence,  some  how  or  other  must  be  ob- 
tained.,-    ". '■      ; 

The' CriANcr.T.rC!  of  thf.  Excheouer  said,  he 
was  very  glad  that  the  questions  ])ut  by  Ins  right 
honorable  friend  had  given  government  an  oppor- 
tunity of  declaring  that  they  did  n(/t  rely  at  the  pre- 
sent crisis,  upon  the,  miiaia  uoiisisting  pi  70,000 
*  3  E  2 
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men,  s;reat  psrt  of  whom  were  at  present  in  arms  ; 
that  they  did  not  rely  upon  the  regular  force  of  the 
country,  v%liich  was  at  present  greater  than  at  any 
other  period,  except  when  an  embarkation  was  about 
to  take  place  ;  that  they  did  not  rely  upon  the  brave 
and  loyal  yeoni,;nrv  of  the  country,  but  that  they 
were  [Tepared  tobrin:;  forward  measures  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  a  large  subsiduary  force,  to  be  of- 
ficered in  the  maimer  pointed  out  by  his  right  hono- 
rable friend.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham)  had  complained  of  the  large  proportion  of 
militia  force,  but  that  had  been  complctel)"  answered 
by  his  right  honorable  friend,  at  lca>t  that  part  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman's  argument  which  related 
to  a  system  entirely  defensive.  In  looking  to  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country,  and  the  means  of  consti- 
tuting a  large  and  effective  force,  it  was  not  merely 
an  option  on  the  part  of  government,  whether 
such  a  force  should  be  called  out ;  it  was  not  be- 
cause the  right  honotable  gentleman  or  government 
might  think  it  possible  to  procure  a  large  proportion 
of  regular  troops,  but  they  must  consider  how,  con- 
sistently with  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  coun- 
tr\',  and  the  avocations  of  men  of  business,  the 
largest  and  most  effective  force  could  be  provided  for 
defensive  and  offensive  operations  ;  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  those  means  ought  to  be  resorted  to  which 
were  calculated  to  provide  such  a  force  with  the 
greatest  public  advantage,  and  the  least  possible  in- 
convenience. The  right  honorable  gentleman  had 
adverted  to  the  danger  arising  from  an  invading 
enemy  ;  that  right  honorable  gentleman  would  do 
him  the  justice  to  recollect  that  he  never  under-rated 
that  danger,  though  he  thought  at  the  same  time 
that  it  had  be;n  greatly  over-rated.  He  begsed  leave 
to  refer  the  right  honorable  gentleman  to  the  conduct 
of  government  in  the  summer  of  1801,  and  many 
individuals  then  in  the  H'use,  upon  vv'hose  justice 
he  confidently  relied,  Avould  attest  that  there  was 
during  that  period  no  want  of  exertion  on  the  part  of 
government.  The  country  was  not  generally  aware 
of  the  extent  of  the  preparations  in  the  French  ports 
at  that  period,  norof  the  step.s  taken  by  government  to 
meet  the  threatened  danger.  At  the  time  when 
the  ships  which  defended  our  rivers  were  sent  to  the 
Baltic,  then  was  the  period  of  real  danger.  Govern- 
ment neither  slumbered  nor  slept,  but  adopted 
all  those  measures  which  the  exigencies  of  the 
mciment  required,  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
call  forth  all  the  exertions  of  the  country  to  repel 
the  danger  which  then  threatened  us,  but  which 
did  not  happen.  He  was  therefore  entitled  to  refer 
to  their  conduct  at  that  period  as  a  pledge -of  their 
disposition.  It  had  been  st:ited,  that  a  pledge  ought 
to  be  given  on  the  part  of  Parliament,  that  it  would 
make  such  provision  as  circumstances'  should  re- 
quire. Me  conceived  that  Parliament  had  given  that 
pledge ;  he  conceived  that  when  it  carried  to  the 
foot  of  the  throne  the  address  in  answer  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's message,  though  there  was  no  specific  pledge 
as  to  any  particular  measure,  yet  that  a  distinct  and 
solemn  pledge  was  given  on  the  part  of  the  country, 
that  they  would  make  every  exertion  which  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case  might  require.  That  those  exer- 
tions must  be  great  he  not  only  admitted,  but  con- 
tended ;  but  he  flattered  himself  that  whenever  he 
should  appeal  to  the  Mouse  either  to  meet  financial 
difficulties,  or  to  provide  for  increased  military  ex- 
ertions, th.at  such  an  appeal  would  not  be  tnade  in 
vain.  li  any  obloquy  was  attached  to  any  such  mea- 
sures, he  would  cheerfully  share  it ;  but  he  trusted, 
that  on  the  part  of  the  people  therewould  be  on  such 
au  oc£a<iion  gut  oae  sentiment  and  one  opinion. 


;-■  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Moml-iy,June  13. — [^M'ln.p.  0O6.] 

[The  Budget.] — The  Chancellor  of  the 
ExcHK!;;UER  brought  forward  the  Budget,  for  which 
see  page  90G  of  this  volume. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  June  14. — [.If/;;./.,  or^-] 

[Report  of  the  Budget.] — Lord  Folrxstonj. 
— 1  do  not  rise.  Sir,  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to 
the  bringing  up  of  the  report,  nor  to  the  taxes  pro- 
posed, but  to  avail  myself  of  this  regular  and  parlia- 
mentary opportunity,  of  entering  into  some  consider- 
ation of  the  conduct  of  hi«  Majesty's  ministers.  Of 
the  taxes  in  detail,  I  can  say  nothing,  at  present; 
because,  if  they  be  liable  to  objections,  frequent  op- 
portunities will  occur,  hercLuter,  of  stating  them  ; 
but,  on  the  general  system  of  taxation  now  adopted, 
that  of  raising  money  for  the  support  of  the  expenses 
of  the  war  in  each  current  year,  by  what  are  called 
war-taxes,  I  must  say  a  word  or  two.  To  that  sys- 
tem, I,  for  one,  must  object,  as  tending  to  make  the 
war  unpopular. 

The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is  confessed, 
on  all  hands,  to  be  one  of  necessity,  an<l  for  the  very 
existence  of  the  country.  Every  thing,  therefore, 
that  tends  towards  bringing  it  into  disrepute  should 
be  carefully  avoided.  Such  a  system  may  be  good 
in  theory  ;  there  may  be  something  nobl«  and  mag- 
nanimous in  the  idea  of  a  people  submitting  to  bear 
the  whole  burden  of  their  own  wars,  ad  not  to  en- 
tail on  posterity  any  inconveniences  arising  from  their 
quarrels.  But  the  policy  of  putting  sucb  a  theory  in 
practice  depends  upon  circumstances,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  times  are  clearly  such  as 
to  render  it  impolitic.  If  the  peopk  were  so  eager 
for  war,  as  to  be  ready  at  any,  the  slightest  affront, 
to  rush  headlong  into  it  ;  then  such  a  system  would 
be  both  just  and  politic  ;  then  it  would  be  certainly 
proper  to  make  them  bear  the  whole  burden  of  a 
contest  brought  on,  perhaps,  by  their  own  precipi- 
I  tancy,  and  to  endeavour  to  check  that  disposition, 
I  by  making  them  feel  the  whole  inconvenience  of  it. 
j  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  temper  of  the  people 
I  be  such,  as  in  point  of  fact,  we  know  to  be  the  cas« 
I  with  the  people  of  this  country  at  present ;  that  they 
are  rather  too  backward  than  too  eager  to  begin  the 
contest,  that  they  are  rather  inclined  to  submit  to 
insults,  than  to  undergo  the  hardship*  and  expenses 
of  war  to  repel  them,  then  it  is,  certainly,  most  im- 
politic to  add,  to  that  backwardness  and  reluctance 
for  war,  all  the  selfish  feelings  of  dislike  to  make  just 
sacrifices,  and  to  Undergo  heavy  burdens,  which  every 
one  knows  will  be  called  forth  by  the  present  enor- 
mous taxes.  On  this  ground,  !,  for  one,  tJjink  the 
sysrem  of  war-taxes  objectionable.  Such  a  war  as 
the  present  should  be  rendered  as  palatable  and  as 
p'lpular  as  possible,  inasmuch  as  the  safety  and  very 
existence  of  the  country,  depend  on  the  firmness,  the 
vigour,  and  perseverance  with  which  it  is  carried  on. 
With  respect'tcf  the  mude  in  wliich  ministers  seem 
inclined  to  carry  on  that  war,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  of 
it,  I  must  disa]>piove  of  it.  1  'must  disapprove  (^f 
that  defcasive  S\stem  which  seems  to  be  thu  one 
adopted.  I  know  that  1  may  be  stopped  here,  in 
limine-,  and  told  that  that  is  not  the  system  iiittru'ed 
to  be  pursued,  but  I  must  be  perm.itted  to  ret  m  niy 
opinion  on  that  subject,  as  long  as  I  ■:?£  nu  r« 
symptoms  of  activity  and  preparation  thau  I_  h  };i»- 
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sent,  witness.  If  a  different  sort  of  conduct  were 
adopted,  we  should  undoubtedly  hear  of  plans  of  of- 
fence, we  should  see  greater  stir  and  more  active 
preparation  than  are  at  present  discernible.  Nothing 
of  this  kind  is  any  where  to  be  met  with  ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  universal  idea  amons;st  the  j^ublic  seems 
to  be,  that  defence,  and  defence  alone,  is  to  be  our 
object :  that  we  are  to  stand  on  our  own  shore  pre- 
pared to  resist  any  attack  made  on  us  ;  but  that  any 
attack,  on  onr  parts,  is  wholly  out  of  the  question. 
This,  certainly,  may  not  be  the  plan  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  ;  but  this  is  certain,  tl>at  all  their  measures 
lead  one  to  suspect  that  it  is,  and  they  never  have 
given  this  Mouse  a  single  reason  to  imagine  that  they 
haie  any  other.  But  against  this  plan^  whether  it 
be  theirs  or  not  (I  hope  it  is  not),  I  must  object  in 
toto,  and  for  this  very  plain  and  simple  reason,  that 
cf  all  the  plans  that  can  be  pursued,  this,  more 
surely  than  any  other,  will  bring  on  the  country, 
jipeedy  and  inevitable  destruction ;  and  the  more 
complete  the  plan,  the  more  hkely  to  be  adequate  to 
the  proposed  effect,  the  more  speedy  arid  the  more 
certain  will  be  the  ruin.  In  that  case,  the  country 
will  perish  by  the  weight  of  its  own  defence.  It  will 
then  be  exactly  in  the  case  with  a  man,  who,  when 
attacked  by  an  active  enemy,  should  say,  I  do  not 
want  to  hurt  my  enemy,  I  only  wish  to  defend  my- 
self; so  I  will  wrap  myself  up  in  a  good  suit  of  ar- 
mour, in  a  coat  of  mail,  that  I  know  to  be  impene- 
trable, and  then  I  may  be  perfectly  at  ease,  because 
I  know  he  cannot  hurt  me.  But  Vvhat  would  be  the 
event  ?  not  only  if  any  of  the  nails  Vvcre  to  give  way, 
or  if  there  were  to  be  a  little  rust,  or  any  weak  part, 
or  the  joints  were  to  open,  would  the  enemy  be  ena- 
bled immediately  to  thrust  in  his  poniard,  and  give  a 
mortal  stab  ;  but,  without  any  such  accident,  would 
it  not  be  certain  that  this  man  must  soon  fall  down 
faint  and  oppressed,  by  the  weight  of  his  own  arms  ? 
In  like  manner,  if  this  defensive  system,  which  is  so 
popular,  is  to  be  adopted,  will  the  country  in  a  short 
time  most  inevitably  faint,  and  fall  down  under  the 
Weight  of  its  own  armour  ;  and  the  stronger  the  ar- 
mour, the  greater  the  means  of  defence,  the  more 
speedily  will  the  necessary  faintness  and  ruin  come 
on. — Gentlemen  seem  to  confound  the  idea  of  a  de- 
fensive war,  or  a  war  of  self-defence,  v/ith  the  de- 
fensive mode  of  carrying  on  war.  They  are  things 
perfectly  distinct.  In  strictness,  a  war  of  self-defence 
against  present  or  future  dangers,  is  the  only  justi- 
fiable war.  But  a  defensive  war  may  as  well  be  car- 
ried on  by  offensive  operations  as  by  defensive,  by 
Weakening  or  destroying  your  adversary,  as  by  repell- 
ing his  attacks  on  you.  Doe?  a  besieged  garrison  con- 
tent itself  with  repelling  the  assaults  of  the  besiegers.' 
Do  they  not  make  sallies,  and,  in  their  turn,  attack 
the  assailants  .'  Does  not  every  schoolboy  know,  that 
Rome  was  defended  under  the  walls  of  Carthage  .■' 
Precaution  for  defence,  in  case  of  attack,  must  cer- 
tainly be  made,  but  our  views  must  not  be  directed 
to  defence  filoiic.  We  must  have  recourse  to  mere  vi- 
gorous, to  offensive  measures.' — Let  us  then  consider 
a  little  what  are  the  measures  of  ofTcnce  tlii't  can  be 
adopted  in  the  present  circumstances,  and  what 
means  this  country  has  for  offensive  operations. 
Now,  generally  speaking,  the  means  of  attacking 
France  are  threefold — i.  By  external  att;icks  made 
byourselv>s. — i.  By  external  attacks  made  by  the 
continental  poweis;  and,  3,  by  internal  attacks  on  the 
government  of  the  country.  \\'iih  respect  to  the  fir.-t 
ot  these  methods  of  otfensive  operations,  this  country 
is-  pretty  nearly  impotent.  We  might  attack  and 
SsLze  a  sea-pon,  cr  ilesuoy  a  ioiti£o»j  but,  after  all, 


if  the  greatest  expedition  of  this  sort  that  we  could 
send  out  were  to  meet  with  complete  success,  wc 
bhould  not  have  advanced  one  step  towards  gaining 
security  for  ourselves,  or  impairing  the  power  of  th« 
enemy.  .Such  a  success  would  produce  no  greater 
effect  than  the  scratch  of  a  pin  on  a  man's  hand. 
From  this  mode  of  oti'ence,  therefore,  no  hope  caa 
be  derived.  What  tlien  remains  ?  There  remains, 
either,  to  animate  the  continental  powers  to  join  and 
make  common  cause  with  us  in  the  contest,  and  so 
to  attack  France  externally,  or  to  attempt  to  destroy 
the  government  itself,  and  for  this  purpose,  to  raise 
up  the  royalists  that  remain  in  that  country  to  join 
with  us  in  the  attempt.  Now,  whatever  hopes  might, 
tmder  these  circumstances,  be  derived  from  these 
modes  of  operation,  must  be  greatly  weakened  s» 
lonj  as  his  Majesty's  present  ministers  direct  the  af- 
faiis  of  state.  For  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  that  any- 
set  of  men,  who  can  be  selected,  will  be  so  unlikely 
to  inspire  confidence  as  the  persons  now  in  office. 
What  confidence  can  any  foreign  power  have  in  men, 
who  have  universally,  whenever  it  suited  them, 
abandoned  and  deserted  the  allies  of  the  countrj'? 
In  men  who  lay  it  down  as  the  very  ba.-is  and  foun- 
dation of  all  their  negotiations  with  France,  and  who 
now  send  forth  to  the  world,  under  their  own  signa- 
tures, that  their  principle  is,  that  they  shall  retain 
compensation  out  of  the  conquests  which  this  coun- 
try may  make  for  the  increased  power  and  territories 
of  France  ?  Now,  to  a  man  of  plain  understanding, 
this  principle  is  no  other  than  this — France  may  en- 
rich herself  by  robbery,  pillage,  and  rapine  ;  we 
will  not  grumble  or  find  fault  if  she  will  but  allow 
us  to  have  some  share  in  the  booty,  so  that  we  may 
in  some  degree  keep  pace  with  her.  Will  any  man 
be  astonished,  in  case  the  noble  secretary  of  stat« 
were  to  direct  any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  at  the 
foreign  courts  of  Europe,  to  sound  the  dispositions  of 
the  government,  and  to  find  out  whether  they  were 
willing  to  join  with  us  in  the  present  contest;  ia 
such  a  case,  would  any  man  be  astoni-hed,  or  would 
the  noble  lord  himself  be  astonished,  if  he  were  to 
receive  for  answer — "  We  cannot  trust  you,  we  can- 
"  not  place  any  confidence  in  you.  Mow  can  we  be 
'•  sure  that  you  will  not  abandon  us,  as  you  aban- 
"  doned  the  King  of  Sardinia?  How  can  we  be  surs 
*'  that  you  v/ill  not  desert  us,  as  you  have  dest-rted 
"  in  his  time  of  need  the  Prince  of  Orange?  How 
"  do  we  know  that  you  will  not  sell  us,  as  you  have 
"  sold  the  Queen  of  Portugal  for  a  colony  or  a  sugar- 
"  island  ?"  A  man  might  rather  wonder  if  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  were  to  receive  any  other  answer 
than  this.  In  like  manner,  too,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  royalist  in  France  could  feel  greater  reliance  on 
the  faith  of  ministers.  Ones  betrayed  by  them,  once 
abandoned  by  them  to  the  cruelties  of  their  relentless 
enemies,  after  they  had  been  exhorted  to  come  for- 
ward by  our  declarations,  by  our  promises  of  suo- 
cour  and  assistance,  by  our  assurances  of  support, 
without,  as  far  as  we  know,  a  single  .  ord  being 
spoken  in  their  behalf,  but  certainly  without  any  sti- 
pulation at  all  in  their  f.ivour  ;  thus  betrayed  and 
abandonerl,  will  they,  can  they  be  expected  to  put 
that  confidence  in  such  men,  as  to  be  roused  by 
them  again  to  brave  ail  the  dangers,  to  undergo  all 
the  hardships  and  toils,  to  expose  them'^elves  to  all 
the  vengeance  and  cruelties  from  which  they  have 
now  once  escaped  ?  Will  they  be  willinj;  to  lun  the 
risk  of  all  those  calamities  again,  without  seme  bet- 
ter security  that  thty  will  not  be  again  deserted  ?  Or, 
have  ilie  publiblifci  sentiments  of  the  noble  serrt-- 
tary   of  »tAte  any  thiuo  i^ii  ihtro   ;hat  is   likely  t* 
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^ipe  off  this  crime  in  their  eves,  and  to  teach 
them  to  put  thfir  trust  in  him  ?  Will  any  man 
ot  loyalty,  can  any  royalist  in  principle  ever 
entertyin  tliat  feeling  for  a  man,  wlio,  as  mini-^ter 
fer  this  country,  negotiating  with  a  foreign 
power,  has  not  hesitated  to  state,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  French  royalist  emigrants  would  do 
■well  to  lay  aside  the  orders  which  they  wear,  those 
rewards  of  ancient  deeds  of  valour,  which  thry 
have  received  from  the  hands  of  their  sovercii^n, 
*nd  which  they  wear  as  emblems  of  their  fide- 
lity and  attachment  to  him  ?  Can  the  royalists 
confide  in  a  man,  who,  without  a  blush,  can  give 
this  to  the  world  as  his  deliberate  opinion  ?  Sure- 
ly not.  May  that  noble  lord  ntver  liave  the 
means  of  putting  his  opinions  in  practice  !  May 
it  ever  be  out  of  his  power  to  thro.v  that  disgrace 
en  liis  sovereign,  which,  in  his  deliberate  judg- 
ment, it  would  be  prop',  r  for  him,  in  certain  circuna- 
Stances,  to  do  ! — For  these  reason?,  his  Majesty's 
present  niinisteis  aie  the  most  unfit  men  irr  the 
world  to  apply,  with  eirect,  the  means  of  oflcace 
which  this  country  may  have,  against  France.  But 
as  they  are  still  his  Majesty's  ministers,  as  they 
still  have  his  confidence,  and  the  support  of  this 
House,  it  is  their  duty  to  employ  those  means  as 
well  as  they  can.  Now  what  is  the  best  method 
to  exert  these  means  ?  Confidence  is  to  be  gained  : 
that  is  the  first  and  principal  point.  The  conti- 
nental powers,  on  the  one  hand,  the  loyal  part  ot 
France,  on  tire  other,  are  to  be  convinced  tliat 
we  will  not  again  fail  and  desert  them.  And  how 
ran  they  be  convinced  of  this,  but  by  an  open,  ex- 
plicit, unreserved  declaration,  on  our  part,  of 
our  views  and  objects  ?  And  what  ought  this  ob- 
ject to  be  ?  The  object  most  likely  to  gain  that 
confidence  is  the  destruction  of  the  revolutionary 
government  of  France.  And,  Sir,  this  object  if 
exactly  conformable  to  the  doctrines  and  opi- 
nions lately  held  by  the  two  noble  lords  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.  For  if  it  is  allowed  to  refer,  for 
oye  moment,  to  what  passed  in  former  debate;, 
the  House  will  recollect  that  the  first  argument, 
Vied  the  other  night  by  tho«e  noble  lords,  in  de- 
fence of  the  necessity  of  the  present  war,  was, 
that  there  existed,  in  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment of  France,  such  an  hostile  mind  against  this 
country,  that  it  was  quite  impossible  (and  every 
one,  it  was  concluded,  must  be  convinced  that  it 
■was  impossible)  to  be  at  peace  with  the  revo- 
lutionary goveinment  of  France.  If  this  is  so, 
and  my  mind  was  fully,  and  long  enough  ago,  con- 
vinced that  it  was  so,  what  then  is  the  neces- 
sary inference  ?  What  but  this  :  Either  that 
you  must  ^^ive  up  all  hopes  of  ever  having  peace, 
or  you  must  d^jstroy  the  revolutionary  government 
of  France.  A  third  alternative  there  is  not. — 
Now  it  would  be  as  unnecessary  as  insulting  to 
the  House  to  ask  ;  if  you  would  destroy  the  go- 
veinnrent'  of  France,  what  t,ther  government 
would  you  raise  in  its  room  ?  None  other,  surely, 
but  the  monarchy  in  the  person  of  the  legitimate 
claimant  of  the  crown.  This,  then,  is  the  object 
t)  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Houie.  1  his  is  the  ohjetft 
to  be  declared  and  held  forth  to  the  people  of 
France,  on  the  one  hand,  and  all  Europe  on  the 
Other.  It  must  be  declared  explicitly,  plainly, 
and  decidedly.  If  it  is  mt  declared  in  that  way, 
li(V,t!iing  is  done:  but  if  it  is,  the  gieatest  hopes 
Tfav  yet  be  entertained  of  h.ial  success  in  our 
pit^ent  uDdtrtaking,— 1  will  not  deiain  the  House 


by  entering  into  all  the  reasons  which  induce 
me,  if  this  plan  be  openly  and  manfully  pursued, 
to  entertain  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  success. 
I  will  only  now  state  what  will  be  the  immediate 
effcA  of  such  a  declaration  and  conduit.  At 
home,  I  think,  it  will  excite  a  new  .spirit,  and  give 
a  new  energy  to  our  measures.  Abroad,  it  will 
give  confidence  in  our  plans,  and  convince  other 
nations  of  the  recfkitude  of  our  views.  In  France, 
it  will  give  new  hopes  and  courage  to  all  the  loyai 
now  remaining.  It  will,  at  once,  bring  them  all 
into  our  interests.  But  the  most  important  cfTcdt 
will  be  that  which  I  think  it  will  have  on  the 
government.  It  will  palsy  all  its  exertions  and 
itnhinge  all  it;  plans  :  so  much  so,  that  I  d(5  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  if  I  were  asked  how  I  would 
prevent  an  invasion  of  Buonaparte,  I  would  say, 
make  this  declaration.  If  I  were  asked  Jiow  I 
would  defend  Hanover,  I  would  answer,  declare 
for  the  King  of  France.  If  I  were  asked  how  I 
would  rescue  Holland  from  the  gripe  of  France  ; 
how  I  Would  secure  Portugal  from  herartacks^  or 
relieve  Spain  from  her  fraternity,  I  would  to  all 
these  queftions  answer,  make  this  declaration. — 
I  find  that  the  House  is  impatient  :  I  am  sorry, 
and  beg  pardon  for  having  detained  them  so  long  ; 
but  this  idea  has  pressed  so  strongly  on  rry  mind 
for  some  time  part,  that  I  could  no  longer  re- 
concile it  to  myself  to  let  slip  an  opportunity  of 
flating  it.  If  Gentlemen's  minds  and  attention  are 
dire(5led  to  it,  my  objedt  is  in  a  great  decree 
an:-wered,  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  more  they 
think  of  ir,  the  more  they  will  incline  to  my 
opinion. 
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[Dock-Yards.] \Tr.  WtiiTBUE.'iD  said,  thsJ 

in  briiigine;  this  business  forward  he  had  no  de- 
sire to  anticipate  any  judgment  which  might  be 
formed  on  the  reports  ot  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  abuses  in  the  navy.  A 
tight  hon.  Gent,  opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
ExL-hecjuer)  had  pledge>l  himself  to  found  a  pro- 
position on  these  reports,  which  he  had  no  in- 
clination even  to  cmbairass.  He  h^d  dilVerent 
grounds  for  pressing  his  motion  on  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  Gent,  were  not  unawaie 
that  the  noble  lord  who,  with  so  much  honour 
to  himself  and  so  impuitant  advantage  to  the 
country,  had  fought  our  battles  abroad,  and  who 
with  not  less  honour  had  instituted  inquires  into 
abuses  in  the  department  over  which  he  pre- 
sided, had  been  exposed  to  a  great  deal  of  ca- 
lumny and  abuse.  In  nothing  more  than  with 
respect  to  his  conduct  in  examining  into  afid 
providing  remedies  for  the  abuses  in  the  dock- 
yards, had  he  been  exposed  to  very  gross  censure. 
To  do  away  any  impression  which  these  crilum- 
mcs  might  have  produced,  he  tliought  there  was 
no  better  way  of  proceeding  than  by  laying  before 
the  House  a  copy  of  the  minutes  taken  by  the 
noble  lord,  and  the  other  noble  lords,  in  the 
course  of  their  visit  of  inquiry  last  year,  and  to 
which  the  commissioiers  in  their  first  report  al- 
luded. In  that  report  it  was  stated,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Admiralty  Board  was  not  only  free 
from  censure,  but  highly  commend.ible.  It  w-.s 
also  stated,  that  cases  ol  very  llagiaut  dcijin.iueiicjr 
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existed.  It  was  therefore  fair  and  just  that  the 
delinquents,  ohould  as  speedily. as  possible  be 
brought  to  justice,  nnd  he  >iiiiu!d  with  this  view 
move  for  the  prtiduciion  ot  the  minutes,  as  at 
once  clearinj^  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty from  injurious  imputations  thrown  on 
their  conduct,  and  bringing  those  delinquents, 
whose  villainies  ifiey  had  exposed,  to  a  speedier 
punishmtut.  He  concluded  with  moving  for  a 
copy  of  the  minutes  relative  to  the  abuses  iu  the 
dock-yards,    iu    terms    ol  his   spcecii. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  F.xcheqjieii  ?aid,  that 
no  one  could  leel  a  higher  interest  th.in  he  tlid  in 
any  thing  connected  with  the  character  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  liead  of  the  Admiralty.  No  one 
had  a  more  tjiorough  conviction  that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  noble  lord  stood  far  above  all  ma- 
lignant calumny.  He  was,  however,  at  the  same 
time,  less  anxious  that  the  motion  of  thehun. 
Geiit.  should  he  pcrsis'ed  in,  as  he  was  convinced 
that  the  taltnr,  the  soundness,  and  the  solidity  of 
the  noble  lord's  conduct  did  not  at  all  stand  in 
need  of  .iny  such  support,  as  the  motion  was 
calculated  to  atlord.  In  this  view, .therefore,  he 
thought  the  motion  totally  unnecessary  ;  but  in 
another  poiut  of  view,  he  conceived  that  it  still 
less  rested  on  parliamentary  grounds.  The  House 
had  invesied  ct.mmissioners  with  full  powers  to 
inquire  into  abuses  existing  in  the  navy,  and 
there  was  no  reason  to  think  that  tliey  had  not 
employed  their  powers  with  assiduity  and  zeal. 
If  It  was  meant  to  be  stated,  that  the  commi;,- 
siontis  had  been  deficient  in  their  duty,  then 
there  might  have  been  fair  ground  of  interfe- 
rence, and  a  motion,  of  the  nature  now  olKied 
to  the  House  might  have  been  highly  expedient. 
As,  however,  no  suggestion  of  this  kind  had  been 
made,  he  must  contend  that  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  Geut.  was  at  least  premature,  and  could  tend 
only  to  anticipate  a  judj^ment,  which  could  be 
given  with  much  more  advantage  when  the  whole 
facts  of  the  case  wcic  fairly  and  fully  submitted 
to  the  House.     .    .,,.,,.    ■.     . 

Capr.  M.4RKHAM  said,  he  felt  himself  very  vin- 
pleasantly  situated  between  the  anxiety  he  felt 
to  maintain  lii.s  own  character  and  those  with 
■whom  he  liad  the  honour  ofacSline,  and  his  re- 
spect for  the  opinion  delivered  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  lixchetjuer.  The  Board  of  Admiralty  had 
been  goaded  and  calumniated  in  the  public  prints 
of  the  countiy,  which  had  said  the  most  degiading 
things  of  the  tioard,  and  had  compared  their  visi- 
tation to  a  domiciliary  vicit.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  was  impossible  for  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  to  carry  on  their  duty  if  they  were 
thus  to  be  abused  for  the  proper  discharge  of 
it.  It  was  on  this  account  that  lie  expressed  not 
only  his  own  wish,  but  tiiat  of  the  noble  lord  J 
alluded  to,  and  the  other  members  of  that  Koaid, 
that  these  papers  should  be  produced. 

Sir  Wm.  Elford  said,  he  thought  the  present 
rnotion  did  not  go  far  enough  ;  they  should  not 
only  have  the  minutes  of  the  proceedir.gs  of  the 
Admiralty  Eoard  during  the  visitation,  but  they 
should  have  an  account  ot  the  measures  after- 
wards adopted  by  that  Board  in  con.sequence  of 
it.  1  heie  was  no  panegyric  which  could  be  paid 
to  the  mibtary  conduct  of  that  noble  lord  at  the 
kc«.d  of   ti.c  Admiralty,  and  the  o.her  mtaibeis  of 


that  Board  to  wliich  he  would  not  subscribe,  but 
he  could  not  pay  the  same  compliment  to  their 
civil  conduct,  because  he  thought  it  had  been  at^ 
tended  with  consequence*  injurious  to  the  public  ; 
It  had  produced  a  great  disgust,  and  if  persisted  in, 
would  produce  the  most  seiious  coiistqiieaccs  to 
tlie  country. 

Sir  A.  Hammond  said,  that  the  Navy  Board,  tQ 
which  he  had  the  hoiu)ur  to  belong,  had  never 
spaicd  their  labour  ;  tlity  constantly  attended  the 
duties  of  their  olSce  for  seven  liours  a  d-jy  ;  they 
had  done  tiielr  best  for  the  service  of  tlieii  country. 
They  had  enjoyed  the  approbation  o;  the  two 
preceding  Boauls  of  Admiralty,  but  since  the 
present  JtJcjard  was  appointed,  there  had  beta 
such  strong  prejudices,  that  it  was  with  the  ut- 
most difficulty  that  they  could  go  on.  He  hoped 
that  when  the  reports  ot  those  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  inquiic  intn  the  abuses,  came  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  that  the  i'>i>ard'.  miglil 
have  an  oppoituiiity  of  beiug  beard  in  their  justi- 
fication. No  judginent  could  be  tbrmcd  upon  the 
conduct  of  those  Board.-,  or  upon  the  leport  itse'f» 
before  the  paitics  were  heard,  and  they  were  per- 
fectly ready  to  cuter  Into  their  jusciticaiion, 

Mr. Cou!«TnNAY  said,  it  was  well  known  that 
there  had  been  strong  and  unfounded  reflections 
thrown  out  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  C'li  the  visitation  which,  had  taken  place.  The 
object  of  the  motion  was  to  shew  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  Board  of  Admiralty  liad  pro- 
ceeded. One  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  ad- 
miralty had  expressed  his  wish  that  these  papers 
should  be  prodiiced — it  w.-is  also  the  wish  of  the 
first  lord  of  the  Admiralty. Of  the  highcharpcter  of 
that  noble  lord,  c/umm  ct  vericrahile  mtnen,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  say  any  thing,  but  it  was  some 
satisfaction  to  know  that  tuere  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  admiuistiatlon  who  was  rCjpected 
abroad. 

Admiral  Berkeley  said,  that  at  a  moment  hkc 
the  present,  when  every  one  ought  to  stand  for- 
ward in  defence  of  the  country,  to  see  a  squnb- 
ble  between  the  two  Boards  was  really  a  scandal 
to  the  country.  This  was  not  the  tine  tor  iu- 
quiry  ;  it  called  for  excriions.  He  thought  ciui- 
sequences  would  ensue  from  what  had  happened, 
that  would  palsy  the  operation  both  of  the  Ad- 
miralty and  the  Navy  Board. 

Tiie  Attornev  General  afked,  if  it  would  not 
be  a  most  anomalous  proceeding  on  tire  part  of 
Parliament  in  the  first  instance  to  appoint  com- 
missioi;ers  to  make  inquiries,  and  then  to  call 
upon  them  for  their  minutes  at  the  very  time 
that  tlieir  proceedings  were  going  on,  and  while 
their  inquiries  were  unlinisbed  ?  It  had  been 
stated  that  tlie  Admiralty  Boaid  felt  concerned  at 
some  slanderous  reports  which  had  gone  abroad, 
and  to  whicli  sonic  little  countenance  had  been 
given  in  that  House,  and  that  they  wished  that 
all  the  documents  relative  to  tlieir  conduct  should 
be  laid  before  the  House.  This  certainly  was 
very  honoixrable  to  their  feelings  as  individuals^ 
but  he  begged  leave  to  submit  to  them,  whether 
their  private  consideration  should  not,  fi>r  the 
present,  be  suspended.  If  the  House  wished  to 
take  the  inquiry  upon  itself,  it  ought  to  have 
done  it  in  the  firi.t  iuiUOfCi  afi4  not  now,  wlica 
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the  commission  was  appointed,  and  when  tlic  in- 
quiry WHS  going  on.  It  had  aLo  been  stated  that 
there  were  delinquents  whose  ca<es  ou^hl  to  be 
brought  before  Parliament,  in  order  that  tl)ey 
tuight  be  prosecuted.  But  there  was  no  reason 
t»by  the  minutes  should  be  laid  before  the  House 
for  taat  purpose,  because  the  Aucrney  General 
might  be  orJered  to  prosecute  them.  And  it  was 
but  justice  to  the  parties,  if  they  were  to  be  pro- 
fccureJ,  that  it  should  be  done  in  the  usual  way, 
and  not  by  order  of  that  Kou:,e,  which  would 
certainly  raise  unfavourrible  prejudices  against 
them.  He  trustcil,  tticrefurc,  that  tlie  House 
Tvould  consider  this  an  unreasonable  application, 
to  take  that  inquiry  out  of  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missioners, against  whom  no  charge  had  been 
made. 

Col.  Bastard  could  not  agree  with  those  who 
thought  that  the  situation  of  the  country  being 
dangerous,  was  a  reason  for  not  going  into  the 
inquiry  ;  on  the  contrary  he  thought  tiiat  the 
more  dangerous  that  situation  was,  tiie  more  was 
the  necessity  for  sucli  an  inquiry.  Some  had 
said  that  the  public  service  had  been  impeded 
by  the  difference  wliich  had  existed  between  the 
Navy  and  the  Admiralty  Board,  and  others  had 
said  that  the  service  could  not  go  on  while  these 
differences  subsisted  .•  this  was  a  conclusive  reason 
for  the  House  coming  to  some  decision  upon  the 
sul)ject,  otherwise  the  public  service  would  be 
«tUl  further  impeded. 

Capt.  Harvey  said,  as  to  the  cliaracter  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  some 
persons  had  said  some  things  against  liini,  and 
others  had  vindicated  him,  but  if  the  subject 
should  ever  come  under  discussion,  he  should  say 
freely  what  he  thought  upon  it,  at  the  same  time, 
lie  assured  the  House  that  he  should  not  fall  in 
vith  those  who  had  praiserl.  As  to  any  crimi- 
nality in  any  parties  to  which  the  report  referred, 
if  there  existed  any  sucli  crimmality,  the  Attor- 
ney General  was  the  proper  officer  to  prosecute 
on  such  an  occasion.  He  thought  the  period 
might  come  when  the  tircumscances  stated  in  the 
report  may  come  before  tlie  House,  and  thfu  the 
House  would  do  rightly  in  demanding  all  docu- 
ments necessaiy  to  facilitate  the  discussion  ;  but 
there  was  no  such  ground  at  present. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  said,    there   was   no  man 
\3p.sn  earth  that  hid  more  lespect  than  he  had  for 
Ld.  St.  Vincent,    but  he  was    extremely  concerned 
that  the  subj?ct  of  the  visitation  of  the  dock-yards 
had    been   brought  forward  on  this  occasion.     In 
$he   case  now    before   the   House,    evidence    was 
taken    in  a  particular  manner,  and  either  directly  | 
or  indirectly  reflecting  on  certain  [)ersons  who  had  | 
no  p  nver  to  put    one  question  on  the  other  side,  j 
The  motion    tended    to   hold   forth   to  the  world  I 
that   a  numbtr  of  frauds  had  been  committed  on 
the  public,  and  might  make  a  very  great  impres- 
sion, when   in  truth  the  judgment  of  the  public 
ought  to  be  suspended  until  both  sidea  had  been 
heard. 

Mr.  Sheridan  could  not  agree  that  the  noble 
lord  at  t!ie  head  of  the  Admiralty  was  not  to 
be  amenable  to  the  Hou.ne  of  Co:t..ii>..  -,  bccTU'^e 
he  was  a  member  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
picat.    As  ht  was  first  lord  cf  the  Admiralty,   no  i 


question  coiiH  he  constitutioniilly  entertained  but 
that  ins  conduct  in  such  character  mi<rht  be  dis- 
cussed in  that  House.  It  was  not  for 'those  who 
approved  of,  but  for  those  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord,  to  csU  for  an 
inquiry  into  such  conduct  ?  and  iure  he  was, 
that  whenever  that  investigation  took  place,  it 
would  redound  highly  to  the  honour  of  that  noble 
lord.  He  was  aware  that  the  House  would  pay 
no  attention  whatever  to  any  libels  which  might 
have  been  published  in  any  quarter  upon  this 
subject.  But  as  the  House  had  been  told  that  the 
force  of  the  Navy  Board  was  impeded  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Admiralty  Board,  he  thought  that 
no  time  jhould  be  lost  in  adjusting  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  tvro  Boards  at  this  momentous 
crisis.  An  investigation  should  therefore  take 
place  without  delay,  so  that  those  who  deserve 
honour  shall  receive  honour,  and  those  who  dc* 
serve  puaishmtnt  shall  suffer  punishment. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mr.ndciy,  June  20.     (^Min.-p.  973  ,) 

[King's  message  on  the  Armt  of  Reserve.^ 

■ Lord  Hobart  moved   the  order  of  the  day, 

for  taking  into  consideration  the  best  means  of  car- 
rying into  immediate  execution,  the  desire  eipresf- 
ed  in  his  Majelt)  's  message  for  tlie  more  cffedlual 
defence  and  security  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He 
should  not  take  up  the  time  of  their  Lordships,  in 
demonflrating  to  the  House  the  inbiutice  of  any  par- 
ticular plan.  He  was  well  convinced  that,  what- 
ever difference  of  opinion  miglit  cxifl  in  the  minds 
of  Noble  Lord?,  as  tj  the  manner  of  executing  the 
wi>hes  expressed  in  his  Majclty's  message,  there 
could  be  no  diffeience  of  sentiment  as  to  their  ex- 
pediency at  the  present  crisis,  when  our  country 
was  avowedly  threatened  by  a  most  implacable 
eneniv.  He  thought  it,  however,  respcdlful  to 
thtir  Lordships,  and  consiftenl  with  the  duty  of 
his  situation,  to  Hate  the  outline  of  the  plan  which 
it  was  his  intention  at  a  future  period  to  submit 
to  thtir  consideration,  in  order  that  they  might  b« 
the  belter  puparcd  for  the  discussion  when  it 
c-inie  regularly  before  them.  In  the  firft  place,  he 
muff  observe,  that  he  thought  it  not  only  neces- 
sary that  we  should  provide  means  for  the  defence 
of  the  Empire  in  case  of  any  hoftile  attack,  but 
also  th;U  wc  should  be  prepared  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  evince  to  the  enemy  the  utter  impossibility 
cf  obtaining  any  succe  s  in  an  attack  upon  our 
coalts.  Every  possible  exertion  had  been  made  in 
the  military  de[)artm£nt ;  but  that  was  not  sufii- 
cient  for  tlic  present  exigency :  it  was  therefore 
necessary  that  a  more  extraordinary  mcasuvs 
should  be  resorted  to.  He  should  be  eytrcmely 
sorry  to  introduce  any  plan  of  a  compulsory  na- 
ture, without  the  necessity  of  the  fkate  called  for 
it  in  the  flrongeft  manner ;  and  he  was  aware  that 
it  might  be  ohjei!led  that  such  a  measure  would  ne- 
cessarily draw  a  large  number  ef  the  community 
from  their  inuuftry  and  the  agriculture  of  the 
country.  But  when  he  looked  at  the  danger  to 
which  the  country  was  exposed,  when  he  looked 
at  the  increased  population  and  resources  of  the 
country,  he  saw,  with  the  utmofV  confidence,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  fear.  In  the  lafl  war  we  had 
a  militia  foice  of  x  14,300  men  in  England,  liciand5 
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and  ScotlaiiiK  At  present  we  had  72,900.  He 
only  meant  to  propose  an  addition  of  40,000  for 
England,  and  iO,000  for  Ireland,  to  be  raised  from 
the  age  of  18  to  45  ;  and  this  additional  force  he 
designed  to  appropriate  to  the  defence  of  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  islands  of  Jcr?ey  and 
Guernsey.  It  was  the  intention  of  niinifters  that 
they  should  be  officered  by  gentlemen  possessing 
property  in  land,  or  holding  his  Majefty's  com- 
mission. To  this  force  we  might  look  up  with 
confidence  ;  and  by  that  means  we  might  have  a 
large  disposable  force  in  case  of  any  emergency, 
Well  trained  and  ready  Inr  any  service  within  the 
Empire.  He  concluded  with  moving  an  address 
to  his  Majesty,  expressive  of  the  disposition  of 
that  House  to  concert  such  measures  as  would  be 
deemed  mofl  efftitual  for  the  Immediate  defence 
and  security  of  the  Empire. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  thought  that  the  out- 
line of  the  plan  was  intinitely  less  objeiitionable 
than  that  which  had  been  generally  supposed  Ny 
the  public  to  be  in  agitation.  He  contended  that 
Malta  was  not  the  cause  of  war  j  the  cause  was  to 
be  found  in  the  general  syftem  ofaggtessios  and 
insult  which  had  been  adopted  and  practised  by 
the  French  government  from  the  time  of  conclu- 
ding the  Definitive  I'reaty  of  peace  to  the  present 
moment.  It  therefore  behoved  every  loyal  man; 
it  behoved  every  Englishman,  but  more  particu- 
larly it  behoved  the  hereditary  nubility  of  the 
United  Kingdom  to  unite  their  utmoll  ellorts  to 
oppose  such  haughty  ilrides  of  ambition  and  des- 
potism as  had  been  taken  by  the  present  rulers  of 
France.  He  recapitulated  the  outline  of  the  plan 
which  had  been  (lated  by  the  noble  Seoetary  of 
State;  and  entered  iHto  a  hiftory  of  the  difFtrent 
invasions  which  had  been  designed  againft  this 
country  from  tiie  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the 
present  period,  and  shewed,  tliat  whether  it  was 
an  invincible  armada  or  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats, 
their  attempts  were  equally  fruitless  when  opposed 
by  the  unanimity  and  manly  spirit  which  had  al- 
ways diflinguished  the  charaiflcr  of  Britons.  He 
next  entered  into  a  hiflory  of  our  militia,  and  the 
various  changes  which  had  taken  [ilace  in  the  mi- 
litia syflem,  beftowing  a  high  tulogium  on  the 
chaia.ibcr  of  our  militia  ofiice-s,  and  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  inflitution  :  the  militia  olHccrs  had  at 
every  period  of  our  hiflory  evinced  a  spirit  honour^ 
ab'e  to  the  country  and  highly  becoming  the  cha- 
racter of  soldiers.  He  was  particularly  attaclied 
to  the  militia,  as  the  conftitutional  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  and  thought  that  the  country  would  not 
he  safe  without  them.  He  therefore  thought  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  caution  their  Lordships 
againft  any  innovations  which  might  be  made  in 
that  patriotic  body  ;  not  that  he  meant  to  say  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  ihe  prestnt  servants  of  the 
Crown  to  niake  any  encroachment  on  that  valua- 
ble inflitution:  he  only  meant  to  say,  that  as 
since  the  reformation  we  did  not  think  even  the 
Pope  at  Rome  infallible,  it  appeared  to  him  neces- 
sary that  their  Lordships  should  be  on  their  guard, 
leait  any  measure  submitted  to  their  consideration 
should  have  a  tendency  to  trench  upon  the  origi- 
nal conflruiJlion  of  their  syftem.  The  minifler 
that  would  break  his  faith  with  an  English  sol- 
dier, or  the  minifter  that  would  break  his  faith 
with  an  English  sailor,  he  thought  cijui.l  not  he 
deemed  a  friend  to  liis  Sovereign  or  worthy  the 
service  of  his  couiitry.  He  had  the  utmoft  ccnti- 
Vol,  hi,    . 


]  dence  in  the  zeal,  the  loyalty,  nnd  the  bravery  of 
I  the  country  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  result,  if 
any  attempt  should  be  made  upon  our  coaft  by  tha 
Corsican  Harlequin  of  Mischief.  If  he  had  been 
aminifler  to  his  Mnjcfty  he  wouM  have  advised  a 
plan  of  olTensivc,  not  defensive  wai  ;  he  would 
have  advised  the  raising  of  such  a  foi-ce  as  might 
be  di_spo^able  at  Eafl,  Weft,  North,  or  South,  as 
occasion  might  require;  he  w.nild  advise  such  a 
force  to  be  rnised  as  might,  cousifleut  with  the  te- 
nor of  their  iiirolment,  be  sent  to  any  place  ira 
Europe,  Africa,or  Asia,  where  their  services  mi^ht 
be  required. 

Lord  Grosvenor  expressed  a  similar  depen- 
dence on  the  spirit  ai.d  loyally  of  the  country,  ia 
case  any  mad  attempt  of  invasion  should  be  made 
by  Buonaparte  and  his  Legislative  ]5ody.  He  re- 
joiced that  the  piescnt  plan  had  been  entertained 
by  Minifters,  thinking  it  better  than  the  extcrisiou 
of  the  volunteer  syfiem,  though  he  at  the  same 
time  bore  teflimony  to  the  zeal,  alacrity,  and  pub- 
lic spirit  of  the  volunteers  who  so  lionourably 
ftood  forward  in  the  defence  of  their  country  lafl 
war. 

Earl  C.'vernarvon  observed,  that  notwJth* 
flanding  the  deference  he  paid  to  the  opinion  of 
the  illuftiious  Prince,  he  muft  declare  that  it  was 
his  opinion  that  we  were  fighting  for  Malta — that 
we  were  fighting  for  a  L-aseof  Malta  for  ttn  years, 
with  the  return  of  the  island  of  Lsmpedosa.  If 
the  French  had  given  up  that  point,  we  would 
not  now  be  at  war.  But  in  fart,  the  cessation  of 
arms  we  had  since  the  treaty  of  peace,  he  could 
not  call  a  peace.  He  then  objecfled  t  >  tlie  mode 
proposed  for  raising  men  by  ballot,  and  observed 
that  it  was  only  transferring  the  burden  from 
ihe  public  purse  to  that  of  the  individual  oa 
whom  the  lot  might  fall,  without  reference  to  the 
wealth  or  property  of  the  person.  It  would  be  a 
molt  flagrant  adl  of  injuftice  to  compel  an  indivi- 
dual to  pay  jTzo  which  should  be  paid  cut  of  the 
pur?e  (if  the  nation.  In  some  inftances  tiie  utmoffc 
profusion  of  the  public  money  was  submitted  to, 
and  yet  a  disposition  now  appeared  to  throw  the 
burthen  on  an  individual  who  mioht  not  In  many 
cases  be  able  to  bear  it.  If  such  was  the  inclina- 
tion of  his  Majefty's  minifters;  if  they  wished  to 
raisea  land-tax  and  call  it  a  tix  upon  income;  if 
they  wished  to  binknipt  the  funds  and  call  it  at). 
iiic(  me  tax;  if  they  wished  to  levy  an  army  and 
cjII  it  a  militia  ;  we  should  have  moie  to  fear  from 
the  condudt  oi  adnriiiiiiration  than  from  the  threats 
of  the  enemy. 

Lord  Suffolk  said,  that  as  a  military  man,  he 
thought  it  right  that  he  should  mquiie  if  any  mi- 
litary plan  t)t  thecoiuitiy  had  been  formed.  The 
fi.  ft  objeiSt  of  a  Roman  governor  always  was,  to 
have  a  military  plan  designed  of  the  roads,  the 
biidges,  and  dilFercut  situations  of  tb.e  countrv 
wi.i. h  he  had  to  defend.  As  a  militarv  man,  hff 
wished  aho  to  submit  to  their  Lorlships  the  pro- 
priety of  having  a  number  of  carriages  conftruiited 
and  ftationi  d  at  such  convenient  diftances,  iliat 
20,000  men  might  be  conveyed  with  the  utmoll 
possilile  expedition  to  any  pivtn  point.  He  wish- 
ed also  to  hint,  the  necessity  of  making  Deputy 
Lieu^nants,  seiviiij;  under  Lord  l.icuien.'.nts  of 
counties,  more  etVicient  and  tcspons;l)lc  than  they 
at  oresent  are.     The  Army  uf  Reserve  was  a  uiea- 
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Sure  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  deserving  of 
the  moft  serious  at'eii'aon  of"  their  Li)iiJ;;hips ; 
and,  Ibi  the  great  extent  of  the  defence  necessary 
to  our  insular  situnton;  it  was  neccssaiy  tliat  we 
should  have  men  oftlie  moft  diftmguished  mi.itary 
talents,  and  of  the  mod  elevated  rauk,  to  vvijom 
the  country  might  lOok  up  with  the  ;.'.olt  perfedi: 
confidence,  •  ngaged  in  the  acStive  service  ijI  their 
coiinir}\  He  then  alluded  to  Lord  Grey,  Lord 
Rawdon,  and  Lord  Hiitc liinson,  as  eminently  wor- 
thy of  the  peculiar  attention  of  government  at  the 
present  crisis.  On  menticming  t];e  inmc  of  the 
latter  nobleman,  his  I^ordship  delivered  a  molt 
animated  eulogium  on  the  gallant  conduct  of  that 
geneiai  in  Egypt,  By  the  cradadl  of  miniflers  in 
not  employing  such  a  diflingui>hed  ollicer,  or  em- 
ploying h'm  in  a  subordinate  situation,  they 
were  plucking  the  Inurels  fiom  his  brows.  He 
took  a  retrospecTI:  of  the  condudt  of  the  lace  war, 
and  said,  that  thoug.'i  the  present  measure  was 
something  more  vigorous  than  any  wh.ich  had 
been  adopted  duiing  the  late  wa',  he  did  not 
think  it  went  so  far  as  the  flate  required. 

Earl  Moira  — In  ansv/er  to  the  flattering  com- 
pliments which  the  parti  ihty  of  a  noble  friend  of 
mine  (Lord  Suffolk)  lias  induced  him  to  bestuw 
upon  me,  1  iiave  only  to  say,  my  Lords,  that  I  am 
pcrfet3;  y  satisfied  with  whatevei  deflination  my 
So  ereign  has  been  graciously  plea  ed  to  allot  to 
me,  and  that  wete  iiis  Majcrty  to  call  upon  me  to 
serve  in  the  ranks  as  a  private,  I  should  in  that 
subordinate  flatimi  unsheath  my  sword  with  the 
same  cheerful  alacrity  and  ardent  zeal  as  if  1  were 
Called  to  the  chief  command  ot  the  mofl  numerous 
and  gallant  aimy.  While,  however,  1  feel  eac;tr  to 
express  these  sentiments,  and  to  scond  vviih  my 
bed  endeavours  whatever  plan  may  be  pioposed 
for  a  vigorous  and  eflfedtual  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, I  cannot  forbear  saying,  that  I  do  not  imagine 
that  there  is  any  thing  irregular  in  what  has  been 
observed  by  my  noble  friend.  The  objecT.  of  the 
message,  now  under  consideration  is,  themofl;  tf- 
fccftual  mode  to  be  adopted  to  prepare  the  utfencc 
and  ellablish  the  security  of  (he  country.  In  or- 
der, theiefore,  to  chalk  out  that  line  of  defence 
which  it  may  be  moft  expedient  to  pursue,  it  is 
necessary  to  enter  into  tire  particulars  of  the  plan 
proposed.  Without  taking  these  pirticulais  into 
consideration,  it  muft  be  impossibie  to  return  any 
thing  like  a  sati5^a^Ilory  answer  in  the  pioposed 
address  to  his  Majcuy.  It  is  by  no  means  my  in- 
tention to  make  any  objeAion  to  ir,  for  I  perfectly 
acree  with  my  learned  and  noble  friend  on  the 
woolsack,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  House  not 
to  concur  in  it.  Neitiier  am  I  inclined  to  objecSt 
to  the  measure  Avhich  miniflers  intend  to  propose, 
for  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  indivi- 
dual,  at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  to  eiert  every 
effort  to  smooth  the  difEciilties  that  may  fiand  in 
the  way  ot  the  executive  power,  and  to  furtrish 
them  with  every  p'lssible  assiflance  in  giving  a 
prudent  and  energetic  dirc(£lion  to  the  resources  of 
the  country.  In  that  view,  I  am  tho-ough'y  con- 
vinced that  the  hands  of  minifters  should  be  left 
unshackled,  and  their  power  wholly  uncontrouled  ; 
for  more  dangei  miglit  be  apprehended  liora  ha- 
rassing them  in  the  plan  they  laiil  down,  than  be- 
nefit could  be  derived  from  projecting  a  better 
plan,  wtiich  could  only  prutraA  the  exe  uti«i  of 
the  foiiucr.  There  is  not  a  moment  to  be  loft,  and 
what  1  molt  anxiously  apprehend  is,  tkat  the  no- 


ble Secretary  is  not  sufTiciently  aware  of  the  expe- 
dition and  ilisoaivli  which  should  be  used  in  giving 
eiTeifl  to  his  Majc[t;,'s  moft  g.rHiions  message.  I 
should  be  soi  ry  to  itoop  to  any  thing  so  mean  as 
the  misicpicseraaticm  of  what  was  advanced  hy 
the  noble  Secretary,  in  order  to  ground  an  argu- 
ment upon  that  misrepresentation;  lutt  beseemed 
to  have  said,  that  he  looked  forward  to  fi.tur^  par- 
liamentary discussion  wiili  a  view  to  improve  and 
mature  the  plan,  of  which  at  present  lie  bad  rmly 
sketched  the  outline.  To  such  procraibnacion, 
under  such  circum;tances,  I  cannot  bring  myself 
to  assent.  There  is  not  an  hour,  not  a  moment 
to  be  left.  While  your  Lordships  are  debating, 
the  enemy  is  aAing  ;  while  we  arc  devising  plans 
of  defence,  they  ate  executing  means  of  attack; 
while  we  are  idly  preluding  in  a  war  of  words, 
they  \v:ll  come  on  us  in  a  vrar  of  adlion  ;  they 
will  surprize  us  unprepared,  and  overpower  u» 
sluarberitig  atoni  fire-sides. 

Occupat  incautum,  patriasqueobtruncat  adaras. 

On  the  aiStivity  of  minifters  it  is  not  in  my  pow- 
er to  beftow  any  high-ftraintd  panegyric.  On  the 
Sth  of  March  they  brought  down  a  message  from 
his  Majefty,  intimating  the  hoftile  projects  of 
France,  and  they  have  since  laid  upon  your  tabic 
papers  which  amply  unfold  the  repeated  insults 
and  injuries  which  have  been  oftVred  to  this  coun- 
try by  that  power.  If  their  feelings  were  such  at 
such  piovocations,  as  no  doubt  those  of  your 
Lordships  and  the  cnuniry  muft  be,  tnuft  they 
not  have  foreseen  that  war  was  inevitable?  muft 
they  not  have  conjedlured  that  event,  from  the  very 
consequences  of  the  messige  which  they  then  de- 
livered, and  from  the  charaifler,  with  v/hich  they 
do  not  profess  themselves  to  be  unacqu  linted,  of 
the  person  who  now  holds  the  helm  of  French  af- 
fairs ?  All  this  they  muft  have  been  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  in  the  month  of  March,  yet  it  is 
late  in  the  month  of  June  before  thty  come  for- 
ward to  propose  measures  of  secirrity;  and  even 
when  they  are  thus  late  in  proposing  them,  they 
would  ftill  advise  protradling  their  execution,  in 
the  hopes  of  their  being  improved  by  I'arliamen- 
tary  discussion.  This  surely  is  not  the  way  of 
meeting  such  an  enemy  as  that  with  whom  we 
have  to  contend. Under  that  impression  it  can- 
not be  my  wish  to  enter  into  any  detailed  exami- 
nation of  tb.e  measure  now  brought  forward:  my 
anxious  wisli  is,  that  every  possii;le  means  of  de- 
fence may  be  immediately  resorted  to ;  and  I 
cannot  but  partake  in  the  apprehensions  of  the  iU 
luftrious  Duke  wJ:o  has  so  ably  discussed  the 
qacftion,  that  the  measure  in  agitation  will  not 
prove  adequate  to  the  emergency  in  which  the 
country  is  now  placed.  It  should  open  a  v/ider 
view,  a  broader  scene  of  acSlion  ;  it  should  look  to 
other  points  than  those  of  mere  internal  defence. 
Dreadful,  indeed,  is  the  scourge  of  an  hofliie  force 
inrading  our  native  soil,  but  next  to  tt  is  the  march 
of  an  hoftile  army  in  the  bosom  of  a  friendly 
country.  The  enemy  who  thus  threatens  or  ra- 
vages what  we  are  moft  interefted  in,  we  should 
endeavour  to  embarrass  and  annoy  at  every  pos- 
sible point ;  we  should  more  especially  endeavour 
to  assail  him  where  every  feeling  groans  under  his 
tyranny,  and  panrs  to  be  rescued  from  such  servile 
subjugation.  Since  I  laft  had  the  honour  to  address 
you  on  this  topic,  events  have  occurred  closely 
connewlcd  with  the  objt<S  ef  kli  Majeft y's  Mes- 
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safe,  and  which  mufl  ftill  come  more  nearly  home 
to  your  reelings.  Since  that  period  his  M^jefty's 
patrimonial  pusset-siojis  have  been  wrcftfd  from 
his  paternal  care;  and  'ven  should  Engl.uid  he 
looked  upon  as  disconne*5led  with  H:niover,  fliU 
shoni  i  iis  less  he  deeply  limented  Hmv  nuich 
more  should  ii  aiTcift  us  when  all  its  relations  are 
duly  considered,  more  especially  when  we  behold 
the  nobie  example  of  disintereftedncss  thus  set  to 
Us  by  his  MajeUv.  It  we  are  to  look  unconcern- 
ed on  the  'ate  of  Hanover,  in  vvh.a  light  will  other 
CDuntrits  be  disposed  to  consider  us:  Can  Europe 
any  longer  look  with  conlidence  to  the  broad 
shield  ot  IJriiish  protetflion  ?  Tliis  was  a  point  on 
which  we  are  moft  essentially  concerned;  it  is 
one  on  which  you  cannot  beftow  too  much  atten- 
tion. Do  but  consult  the  map,  and  you  niuft 
quickly  perceive  in  what  situation  we  arc  placed. 
With  the  posfcssion  ot  the  coafls  of  Holland  and 
of  Hanover,  how  can  we  now  possibly  come  upon 
the  V.ick  of  the  enemy  ?  Ic  maft  thtiefore  be  no 
lijjlit  charge  againft  minifteis  that  they  have  loft 
such  a  point ;  tliat  they  have  depiived  themselves 
of  such  a  guard,  and  disarmed  themselves  of  means 

so  material   to  the  termination  of  the  war. As 

to  tlie  cause  of  the  war,  I  nnin:  ajree  with  the  illus- 
trious Duke  who  could  not  permit  himself  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  the  possession  ot  M:-ilt3.  It  has 
indeed  afhinished  me  not  a  little  'hat  miniftcrs 
should  have  held  it  foilh  in  thtit  shape.  In  their 
general  convid;ion  the  real  cause  ot  the  war  was 
the  impossibility  of  continuing  to  submit  to  the 
injuries  and  insidts  of  the  French  government. 
I'ameiy  to  persevere  in  such  a  fl.i,te  of  peace  would 
be  nothing  shirt  of  inevitable  luin.  We  in;ty 
hiive  attempted  incautiously  to  slumber  u;:der  us 
shade,:  but  it  has  proved  to  be  the  shade  of  a  poi- 
sonous tree,  the  droppings  from  which  have  blis- 
tered tis  into  sense.  But  now  that  we  seemed  to 
awake  to  our  situation,  what  was  proposed  ?  A 
defensive,  a  merely  defensive  war  !  Frimi  such  a 
v.ar  could  any  success  he  rationally  txpedled  : 
What  could  be  the  efllcSl  of  such  a  war  but  to 
■wrap  up  the  spirit  and  energies  of  the  country  in 
the  night  gown  and  slipper-;  of  routine  ?  VV'ei'c  we 
not  threatened  with  a  danger  of  a  nature  and 
magnitude  that  nevtr  before  hung  over  this  na- 
tion ?  How  was  it  to  be  warded  oft';  By  vigilance, 
by  promptitude,  by  decision.  Yes  ;  rise,  rise,  my 
country  !  rise,  or  you  must  perish  1 — You  have  no 
doubt,  my  Lords,  the  feelings  of  Britons  ;  but  you 
mufl  inspire  them  into  others,  British  blood  con- 
tinues to  flow  in  our  veins,  but  its  influence  mufl 
vibrate  through  the  i-.eart  of  the  nation.  No  mea- 
sure can  be  ioo  vigf.rou<^  to  repei  the  giant  mis- 
chief that  assails  us.  No  personal  feelings  can  be 
now  indulged.  The  common  danger  calls  for 
comuion  exertion.  By  that  alone  can  we  repel  it  : 
and  can  we  indeed  continue  to  shrink  and  shudder 
under  the  shade  of  a  colossus  that  deprives  ur.  of 
the  sight  of  Heaven,  and  of  the  cheering  influence 
of  the  sun  ?  In  vain  would  we  look  to  Austria,  to 
Russia  :  no  ;  our  security  muft  be  in  our  own  spi- 
rit, our  safety  in  our  own  flrength.  Did  we  not 
becijuie  timely  aware  of  our  danger,  we  might 
again  have  become  the  dupes  of  a  miserable  ac- 
commodation. But  Providence  seems  to  have  at 
length. opened  the  eyes  of  miniflcrs,  r.nd  snatched 
us  from  the  gulf  of  irretrievable  ruin  to  which  the 
acceptance  of  the  ertemy's  terms  would  have 
hurled  us.  What  have  we  now  to  look  to  but  to 
weature  lite  ^rsngth  of  that  escmy,  and  to  prs- 


pare  adequate  powers  to  resist  him.  Resist  him  ! 
No;  we  inull  crush,  him,  or  we  perifdi.  For  t.i.^t 
putjiose  there  is  no  sacrifice  or  piivation  for  which 
wc  muft  not  be  piepircd  ;  out  purses  and  persons 
mufl  be  at  the  dispos.il  of  the  country,  l.tt  us 
but  hope  that  tlie  hands  that  are  to  wield  our 
flrenuth,  may  know  liovv  to  ^nide  its  energies,  and 
where  to  point  ii^  cxertiMii  To  tlic  pUn  jjro- 
P'sed  I  shall  offer  no  (;b)tdlions ;  c.  nvinctd  that 
olijetftionable  as  it  m.iv  be,  it  is  wiser  and  inore 
expedient  to  put  it  intf)  immediate  execution, 
than  to  lose  time  in  devisin?'  a  better,  the  opera- 
tion of  which  niult  be  deferred.  In  ptoseniting ' 
the  measuie  now  proposed,  experience  may  sug- 
gcft  amendments;  but  no  time  is  to  be  lofl. 

Loi^D  MuLGRAVE  expressed  his  unqualiled  ap- 
probation of  this  measure,  because  (oity  tluiusaud 
men  thus  raised  will  enable  an  equal  niimbei"  of 
the  troops  of  the  line  to  .<<^  oflensivcly  ;  they  will 
be  an  annoyance  to  the  enemy  whenever  it  shall 
ple.-'sc  the  (^Jovcinment  in  furtherance  of  its  de- 
signs to  employ  them  in  a61:ive  and  olfensive  ser- 
vice; but  without  such  a  plan,  the  regular  force 
would  he  confined  to  our  shores,  and  he  in  a  great 
measute  useless.  And  why  should  thev  he  re- 
(Iricited  at  such  a  time,  or  why  s! ou'id  tiicir  proud 
spirit  be  repressed  ?  Ve  well  knew  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  an  Enn,'ish  soldier,  they  were 
these:  "  Tell  me  what  I  am  to  dn. —  Define  my 
diity.  I  reeard  not  the  difKciilties  that  are  to  be 
encountered — let  me  but  know  what  I  am  to  do, 
and  my  life  shall  be  sacrificed,  or  the  objedl  shall 
be  accomplished."  Bur,  if  he  thinks  you  trifle 
with  i'iin,  or  mean  to  impose  on  him,  in  vain  will 
you  li(jpe  f';r  cordial  or  efficient  exertion.  He  re- 
probated the  dtlicacy  that  mav  be  felt  with  regp.rd 
to  persons  whi.  may  be  balloted  to  serve  in  the 
cause  or  their  country,  and  consequently  in  their 
own.  It  would  be  a^-ked,  will  ycm  force  these 
persons  to  serve  if  they  cannot  provide  subfti- 
tutes  ?  Y''es.  When  ihe  country  is  in  d-iocer  it  is 
incumbent  on  all  descriptions  to  come  hv.v/ard 

"  Dulce  et  decorum  eft  pro  patria  mori." 

He  was  only  sorry  that  so  much  time  had  been 
loff,  he  should  vvish  to  see  the  peoole  now  under 
arms,  and  he  could  congratulate  the  courtry  oil 
having  a  valuable  acquisition  in  those  officers  who 
belonged  to  battalion-  liiat  had  been  disband:d ; 
on  th'  ir  merit,  knowledge  of  discipline,  and  ser- 
vice he  placed  great  reliance,  but  very  little  in- 
deed could  he  depend  on  those  oflicers  who 
came  from  the  Eaft-lisdics,  after  having  amassed 
fortunes,  or  with  a  view  to  recruit  their  impaired 
conftitntions  for  the  letm  ©f  three  years.  Kut  will 
it  be  said  that  this  nieasure  is  Rrong  ?  So  it  ouj^ht 
to  be.  The  bt^unds  of  what  heretofore  would  be 
termed  prudence  miift  now  be  oveileaptd  This 
is  an  uncommon  time;  the  exigency  is  imperious 
indeed.  With  the  change  of  times  we  muft  alter 
our  measures. 

'<  Tempora  mutantur,  ct  nos  mutamur  in  illis." 

Away  then  with  this  idle  cant  and  objection  t«» 
regular  armies.  No  danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  army  of  Englishmen  now  a-ravs;  but 
without  it  we  should  have  every  thing  to  dr^ad 
from  France.  This  is  our  shield  when  we  ate  to 
defend  ourselves,  and  our  sword  vr-hcn  wc  are  to 
draw  and  assert  our  independence  and  prote»5touP 
riglits. 
*  3  F  2 
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Lord  LimSHtck  differed  from  the  Noble  Earl 
(Moira)  in  fonie  things,  and  from  the- illuftrious 
Puke  who  spoke  third  in  tiic  debate.  What, 
though  troops  aie  scut,  or  even  if  it  will  be  so, 
forced  to  the  Eaft  or  Wefl-Iiidies,  or  elsewhere, 
they  have  before  them  those  rewards  which  never 
fail  to  animate  the  truly  generous  breast.  They 
liavc  honour,  laurels,  and  ihe  approbation  of  their 
country: — they  aie  enrolled  for  the  service  like 
freemen,  and  not  like  the  slaves  of  a  ntigJibour- 
ing  country,  who  are  compelled  to  quit  their 
homes,  their  wives,  their  children,  their  fathers 
and  mothers,  in  obedience  to  an  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical  mandate.  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
a  Noble  tail  i^Cdrnarvon)  declare  that  he  would 
resist  the  system,  (these  were  tlie  words,  for  he 
had  taken  tliem  down)  ;  he  ffated,  that  every 
thins  ^^'as  wiong,  that  improper  fciciElion  of  offi- 
cers were  made,  that  taxes  were  too  oppressive, 
that  property  was  actually  invaded ;  but  he  hoped, 
that  his  feelings  had  hurried  him  too  far,  and  that 
his  principles  cliH  not  correspond  with  hi ,  expres- 
sions, particularly  wdicn  in  a  proplietic  flrain,  he 
heard  him  declare,  that  this  syflem  would  not  be 
tolerated.  Such  opinions  and  wishes  could  only 
lead  to  the  defeat  ot  all  our  plans  for  securing  our 
independence  and  rights,  and  furnish  to  the  inve- 
terate foe  the  s'.ireft  means  of  succeeding  in  his 
desperate  enterprise.  As  to  the  mode  of  raisiitg 
the  men,  lie  tliought  it  excellent  in  every  point  of 
view;  but  more  espcci illy,  as  the  men  were  not 
reflridtcd  to  serve  in  their  respective  counties,  or 
countries — the  only  difFiculty  he  saw  was  to  get 
the  clothes  on  the  recruit,  for  when  once  he  was 
dressed  in  a  red,  blue,  or  grey  coat,  he  feared  no 
danger ;  the  man  who  would  before  dread  to  cross 
a  biook,  would  then  flem  lire  torrent  v.'ithout  dis- 
^^y  j  give  him  facings  and  a  cockade  in  his  hat, 
tljcn  he  flies  away  to  glory. 

Di'KE  OF  Richmond  felt  as  sensibly  as  any  no- 
ble lord  in  ihe  House  the  importance  of  this  cri- 
sis, and  the  dai^gcr  to  which  the  country  was  ex- 
posed. He  was  aware  that  every  thing"  we  held 
molf  dear  and  sacred  would  be  at  issue  in  ihe  con- 
teft.  The  independence  and  liberty  of  Great  Bri- 
tain were  menaced  with  dcflrudlion  by  an  enemy 
nvho  had  hitherto  been  but  too  siiceess'ful.  Every 
J  c source  tiieiefore,  every  energy  should  be  called 
forth  in  defence  of  tho,->e  rights,  which  it  is  our 
prrde  to  inherit  from  our  illustrious  anceftors,  and 
which,  if  we  frill  possess  English  hearts,  we  will 
transmit  to  our  poUerity,  pure  and  unsullied. 
How  far  it  was  safe  or  politic  to  engage  in  conti- 
tental  alliances,  he  would  not  now  discuss ;  it  muft 
depend  on  circumftanccs :  but  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion to  observe  generally,  that  such  connexions 
v.ere  always  useful  whcn'thc  real  intercfl  of  this 
country  was  consulted.  But  deprived  of  tliese 
connexions,  the  country  could  do  little  to  injure 
cr  materially  affect  the  enemy  on  the  Continent. 
' — T  he  third  ballot  comes  now,  amounting  to 
40,coo  men,  that  is,  more  than  double  the  num- 
ber proposed  in  the  fii  If  inllance  ;  this  ire  really 
felt  a  ftrong  measure,  and  woul  :  be  considered  as 
such  by  the  nation.  He  appiehnrded  also,  that 
it  would  have  the  eflea:  of  damping  the  spirit  ol 
the  people,  without  which,  at  this  critical  junc- 
ture, it  v/oiild  be  absolutely  impossible  to  accorr- 
piish  any  thing.  He  c<>uld' sp,  ak  with  certainty 
from  hia  own  knowledge  id  the  baneful  eflcdcs  | 
ttiac  ninft  ineviubly  flow. from  it.     A  regiment 


consiffing  of  8oo  men,  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  command,  was  deficient  200  from  its  operation. 
—  To  this  measure  he  had  another  obje<Stion  ;  the 
men  to  be  raised  were  all  infantry.  Now,  he 
thought  cavalry  the  moft  eliicicnt  force  that  could 
be  opposed  to  the  enemy  in  such  a  country  as 
England.  He  would  also  suggeff  the  propriety  of 
augmenting  the  horse  artillery.  It  was  a  force  too 
obviously  useful  to  be  negledted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  concluded  witli  recommending,  that 
the  men  should  be  taken  out  in  diffrid;s,  and  be 
accudomed  to  shoot  at  marks  on  Sundays,  so  as 
to  be  prepared  when  there  should  be  real  danger 
and  actual  necessity  for  their  exertion.  Above 
all,  it  was  the  spirit  of  Englishnren,  and  nothing 
but  this  that  could  carry  them  through  the  dii"S- 
cultits  in  wdiich  they  were  involved;  but  let  that 
be  called  forth,  and  Europe  perhaps  would  be  in- 
dependent, at  least  Britain  muft  be  free. 

Lord  Fitzwit.liam  could  not  lielp  lamenting 
that  the  difitrent  plans  proposed  for  raising  the 
Supplementary  Militia,  and  the  additional  force 
now  to  be  called  out,  muff  materially  obftrudl  the 
recruitmg  of  the  regular  army.  Indeed  it  was  im- 
pracflicable  that  those  dilTerent  plans  could  be 
carried  into  elFerSt  at  the  same  time,  as  thev  natu- 
rally obftruclcd  eacii  otheis  progiess.  It  was 
therefore  iutter  to  suspend  the  progress  of  the  one 
until  the  other  was  completed. 

Lord  Grenyille  said,  that  he  could  not  agree 
to  the  motion,  unless  it  liad  been  accompanied 
with  the  obfervations  by  which  it  was  introduced 
by  the  noble  Secretary.  He  could  not  therefore 
conceive  that  there  was  any  thing  irregular  in 
them.  As  to  the  measure  itself,  no  time  should 
be  loft  in  putting  it  into  execution.  For  twelve 
months  pafl  France  had  not  ceased  to  pursue  her 
insults  and  aggressions,  and  a  quarter  of  a  year 
had  elapsed  since  the  message  was  brought  down, 
dating  the  necessity  of  resenting  those  aggres- 
sions. The  very  armaments  which  were  then 
said  to  be  preparing  in  the  ports  of  Holland  and 
France,  were  supposed  to  have  in  view  the  inva- 
sion of  this  country.  That  apprehension  was  en- 
tertained so  far  back  as  the  month  of  March,  ytt 
we  were  now  far  advanced  in  the  month  of  June 
without  having  matured  any  plan  for  repelling 
the  meditated  attack  ;  and  that  plan,  how  was  it 
to  be  executed  .'  By  ballot ;  a  mode  that  muft  ne- 
cessarily obffrucfl:  the  progress  of  recruiting  the 
army.  \\  here  then  was  the  adlivity  and  energy 
of  ministers  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  not  the  dan- 
ger that  first  threatened  tiie  country  augmented 
tenfold  by  their  supineness  or  indecision  ?  On  the 
loss  of  Hanover  the  noble  lord  then  expatiated  in 
the  same  drain  as  the  noble  Earl  (Moira),  and 
contended  that  the  possession  of  that  country 
made  an  inconceivable  addition  to  the  incredible 
means  of  annoyance  with  which  the  enemy  were 
already  provided.  Indeed  if  the  proper  course 
had  been  early  pursued  in  the  month  of  March, 
the  enemy  wi  iild  not  Jiave  been  able  to  possess 
themselves  of  Hanover,  and  other  places  which 
they  are  now  known  to  occupy.  If  the  treaty  of 
An^.iens  had  not  cut  us  off  from  all  continental 
connexion,  tl;e  conduct  which  minifttrs  have  since 
observed,  mud  have  had  that  efFett.  As  to  the 
measure  now  pioposcd,  whatever  might  be  its  dc- 
fccTts,  it  should  be  immedia-ely  put  into  execution  ; 
tor  any  thing  was  better  than  the  {fate  of  ^iisains*- 
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ment  and  impreparcdness  in  which  the  country 
was  now  left.  He  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  com-- 
pulsory  measure ;  and  even  if  it  was,  he  should 
rot  disapprove  of  it  under  the  present  circum- 
ftanccs  of  the  country  ;  for  those  who  are  proiedt- 
cd  are  bound  to  defend.  Common  defence  is  the 
firfi:  condition  of  society  itself,  and  every  indivi- 
dual is  called  upon  to  contribute  to  it.  This  was 
the  immediate  principle  of  all  government;  a 
principle  recognised  by  the  British  conftitution, 
and  wliich  might  easily  be  traced  back  to  iis  for- 
mation. If  tiie  adoption  of  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed should  have  the  effeift  »)f  rendeiing  minis- 
ters unpopular,  he  was  ready  to  bear  his  part  of 
that  unpopularity;  for  the  extraordinary  circum- 
(tances  of  the  country  fully  juftiiied  government 
in  resorting  to  extraordinary  means  of  delence. 
The  force  that  was  thus  to  be  raised  should  be 
applicable  both  to  offensive  and  defensive  opera- 
tions. A  dtfensive  war  did  not  deseivc  the  name 
of  war ;  no,  not  even  that  of  defence. 

Lord  Hobart  denied  that  miniflers  were  liable 
to  the  charge  of  ina<5tivity  in  preparing  and  ma- 
turing the  plan.  What  delay  it  met  with  was  not 
imputable  to  them,  but  to  circumftances  over 
which  iliey  had  no  controul.  Into  the  defence  of 
the  IVeacy  of  Amiens  he  should  not  now  enter ; 
he  should  only  observe,  that  the  peace,  when  con- 
cluded, disbanded  the  militia  of  necessity.  Nei- 
ther was  the  delay  in  recruiting  the  arn^y  impu- 
t;ible  to  minifters;  nothing  was  more  unfounded 
than  such  an  imputation.  He  was  !;orry  that  those 
noble  lords  who  so  ftrongly  objected  to  the  present 
plan,  did  not  condescend  to  propose  a  better.  It 
was  also  objcAtd  to  minifters  that  they  did  not 
adopt  offensive  measures  ;  but  the  conirary  was 
notorious  to  every  liody,  for  those  measures  had 
not  only  been  employed,  but  they  were  known 
daily  to  tucceed.  As  lo  the  charge  of  leaving  the 
Continent  in  the  flyle  in  which  it  now  ifood,  he 
could  not  help  wondering  that  it  should  come 
from  the  noble  Lord  (Grenville)  who  Jiad  solely 
presided  in  liie  foreign  department,  and  who  had 
left  the  Continent  nearly  in  the  same  condition  in 
which  it  was  now  placed. 

Lord  Sheffield  could  not  help  considering  the 
proposed  plan  as  a  measure  of  the  moft  oppressive 
and  provoking  nature.  In  the  space  of  three 
months  it  would  appear,  that  one  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  men  weie  to  be  raised  by  ballot  ; 
and  what  mufl  be  the  consequence,  but  to  throw 
their  wives  and  cliildren  upon  their  respcciive 
parishes. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

M'.ndiiy,Ji.ni%C.     ( Min.  f.  <)-jt,.) 

[King's  MrssAT.E  on  the  Armv  of  Rr.SEUvr..]  — 
The  Seciietary  at  \\'ar  :  in  calling  the  attentidu 
of  the  Committee  to  the  subiccfl  oi  his  Majesty's 
message,  communicated  on  Saturday  said,  1  wish, 
before  I  proceed  to  any  details,  t(j  say  a  few  words 
on  the  main  objects  of  that  message.  The  obicdts 
v/hich  it  points  out  are,  tirft,  the  adoption  of  lieps 
for  m-iking  more  eflc<£lual  provision  for  the  secu- 
rity of  rhc  couniry  againft  those  threats  of  inva- 
sioii  which  are  so  openly  avowed  by  the  cnciny  ; 


and  secondly,  for  enabling  his  Majcfiy  to  employ 
such  a  force  for  olltn;ive  opeiHtions  as  may  lead 
to  a  more  vigorous  ptosecution  ot  the  wai.  1  do 
not  think,  that  it  will  be  neces5;>ry  for  me  to  cm- 
ploy  much  argument  to  prove  thac,  at  such  a  con- 
jun(5ture  as  the  present,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
Parliament  to  make  such  a  provision  for  the  na- 
tional security  as  the  circumflances  in  which  the 
country  is  placed  appear  to  require.  In  provi- 
ding for  this  security  it  is  necessary  to  take  into 
cousideration  the  aiSlual  ftate  of  our  prtsent  niear* 
of  preparation,  and  the  means  of  ofFence  which 
now  txifl  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Looking; 
then  to  this  object,  I  believe  that  no  gent,  will  l)e 
disposed  to  deny  that  a  very  con  idevable  additioa 
ought  tt)  be  nrade  to  our  present  inilicary  efbldish- 
ment.  In  saying  this,  I  beg  it  to  be  undeiilood, 
that  I  allude  to  the  times  in  which  it  is  our  lot  to 
live,  to  the  new  and  unpicccdenccd  circumftances 
in  which  the  country  is  placed,  to  the  extraordi- 
nary charadler  and  conduCl  of  that  person  who  i« 
the  sole  depository  of  the  pov>fer,  the  rtsources, 
the  population  of  the  Fre'.ich  repuhlic.  In  other 
limes,  and  under  other  circumftaiicts,  advening  to 
common  difficulties  and  common  dangas  inciden- 
tal to  a  flateot  war,  I  have  no  difliculty  in  decla- 
ring, tliat  our  army  on  its  present  footing,  or  as  it 
will  stand  in  a  very  short  period,  nnd  v.'ith.  a  fleet 
connnanding  the  sovereignty  ol  tiie  sea,  we  should 
be  entitled  to  hold  in  complete  contempt  any  threat* 
of  invasion.  When  1  say  this,  I  mcin  to  apply  it 
not  to  Great  Britain  alone,  but  to  irtland,  and  to  all 
the  dependencies  of  the  British  Empire.  Eut  ia 
adveiting  to  the  present  times  and  fhe  present  cir- 
cu.mflances,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  impress  the 
necessity  of  taking  much  more  enlarged  and  com- 
prehensive views.  We  hive  heard,  and  that  too 
on  the  Iiighefl  autliority,  what  the  views  cif  the 
present  governors  of  France  are  with  respedt  to 
this  country.  We  have  heard  thcdeclarations  of 
a  number  of  French  generals  in  olTering  thciU" 
selves  to  accompany  the  Great  Consul  in  the  ves- 
sel wliich  was  to  carry  to  this  country  the  defti- 
nies  and  the  vengeance  of  the  republic.  \\  h^t 
the  deffinits  of  france  may  be  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  determine.  Ail  that  every  friend  to  the  tra;'- 
quillity  ot  mankind  can  v.-i^h  is,  that  they  may  ul- 
timately lead  to  the  happiness,  juftice,  and  tree- 
dom  of  the  French  people,  as  well  as  to  the  refto- 
tation  of  those  piinciples  on  which  c:.,scntiilly  de- 
pends the  repose  of  Lurope.  With  icspeiit  to  the 
other  pr<rtot  the  cargo,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sav- 
ing, that  it  is  of  a  very  dilTcreni  description.  We 
aieioldtiiat  it  is  toconsiftof  the  vengeance  of 
I  France  againft  this  country-  I  verily  believe,  tliat 
I  if  ever  Huonaparte  attempts  a  passage  acro-^s  the 
I  Channel,  and  endeavours  to  land  on  our  coafts,  \i<: 
j  will  find  the  passage  more  tremendous  thin  tlie 
j  passage  over  the  Styx,  so  beautifully  desciibed  by 
one  of  the  fineff  poet;,  of  antiquity. 

''  Stabant  orantes  primi  iransmilterc  rursuni, 
!  "  Tcndebantque  niaiius  rip.E  ultcrioris  ainoie, 
"  Fataobflanr,  trifficjue  pains  inamabilis  unda, 
"  AUigat,  e:  novies  Styx  interfu&a  coercet." 

I  am  sure  tliat  I  only  speak  the  sentiments  of 
the  great  majority  when  1  say,  that  the  Firft  Con- 
sul of  F^rance  cherishes,  as  theobjeCl  dearelltohi* 
heatt,  the  dtfli  uiflion  ot  the  essential  interefts,  the 
independence,  the  very  exi;lrnce  of  this  couutt.y. 
Thc'.^e  views  have  bccH  too  diftinclly  developed  t* 
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render  it  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  argu- 
ment on  the  subjc<fl.    These  views  canm^t  he  bet- 
ter  explained    than   by  Hating    them  shortly,  as 
tending  to   the  degrailation  ot   Gieat  Britain  from 
the  rank  which  she  has  long  held,  to  her  ultimate 
Tedudtion  to  the  debased  condition  of  vassilage  to 
France.— What  may  be  the  result  of  the  viev.-s  of 
ths  Firft  Consul  of  France,  I  shall  not  ta!:e  on  me 
to  say,  for  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  what  c-.n  be 
imputed  to   the   workiu^^s   ot  a   mind   influenced 
more  by  personal  and  false  glory,   than    by  pl.^ns 
of  real  advantage.     But,  irregular  and  extraordina- 
ry as  was  his  whole  conduft,  it  is  not  less   neces- 
sary to  watch  againfl  the  consequences  of  the  mad 
paroxysms  of  his  ambition,    than   the  more  con- 
cealed projects  of  opposite  characters.     When  we 
hear   of  successive  armies  and  fleets  being  sacri- 
ficed   in    the    projedt  of   invading   this    country; 
when  v.-e  htar  that  no  repulse  will  divert  him  from 
his  plan  of  injuring  this  country,  and  that  he  con- 
siders no  sacntice  too  great.    When  we  know  this, 
I  contend,   that   it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  submit   to  the   consideration    of  Parlia- 
ment, the  propriety  of  taking  some  effectual  flops 
to  put  the  country  in  a  flate  of  complete  bccuritv. 
It  is  on  these  principles  that  I  have  now  risen,  and 
that  I  hope  tlie   plan  which   I    shall  now  submit, 
■will  appear   one  arising  out  of  the   circumfl^nccs 
in  wliich  the  country  is  placed.— This  plan  is,  that 
an  additional  body  of  fifty  thousand  men  shall  he 
raised,  assembled,  and  organised,  with  all  possible 
expedition.     Of  this  additional   force,   it    is  pro- 
posed, that  foity  thousand  shall  be  raised  in  Great 
Britain,    and   ten    thousand   in  Ireland.     It  is  in- 
tended chat  they  shall  be  assembled  with  the  jcafl 
possible  delay,  and  immediately  be  placedunderthc 
command  of  military  officers  of  approved  char^jc- 
tcr   and  experience.     With    this   foice,    properly 
organizerl,  added  to  the  force  already  in  exiflence, 
1  truft,  that  under  the  blessings  of  Providence,  we 
shall   be  placed  in  a   Hate  of  complete  security 
againfl  any  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  while 
■we  shall  have  applicable   to  offensive  purpose,  a 
very  considerable  disposable  force.     On  this  part 
of  the  subjtdl  I  -wish  particularly  to  solicit   atten- 
tion.    I  believe  it  is  not  necessary  f.  r  me  to  v/afle 
any  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  in  attempting  to 
prove  that  the  consequences  of  such  a  syllcm  mufl 
be  highly  beneficial.     It   has  been  too   much  the  j 
subjecl   of  regret,   that  at  the   commenctsnent  of 
•war  the  ftate  of  our  military  preparations  has  ne- 
ver at  all  corresponded  with   the   means  of  exer- 
tions which  the  country  possessed.     At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  this  disadvantage  was 
fully  experienced.     At  that  time  the  flate   of  our 
military  power  was  not  at  all   in  proportion  with 
Our  general  resources,  with  the  other  means  of  an- 
noyance which  we  possessed.     As  far  as  I  under- 
fland  our  present  military  syflem,  I  tlunk  that  an 
important   change,    so.ner   or    later,    cannot    be 
avoided.     This   is  not,  indeed,  the  time  for  infli- 
tutitig  any  changes  in  this  very  important  depart- 
ment  of  the    public  service.     Such   changes  can 
with  propriety  only  be  introduced  in  a  period  of 
general  tranquillity,   but   the  whole  svflem  ought, 
as  S"on  as  possible,  to  be  probed  to   the  bntrom, 
and  I  trull  that    whenever   a    fdir   opportunity  is 
presented,   it   will    meet    with    due  consideration 
from  Parliament.     I  .idverted  to  this  accidentally, 
but  row  return  to   ihe  subject  wore  diretflly  under 
consideration.     In  the   plan  which    I   shall   now 
kave  the  honour  of  ftating,  there  arc  thrsc  leading 


principles.    The  firft  is,   that  a  large  additional 
force  should  be,  as   speeddy  as  possible,  colledled 
for  the  more  eff-cltial   security  of  the   kin  4'   m. 
The  second  c<ai  ideration   is,  that  the  strvicts  of 
the   body  of  forces  so  rai.'^ed  .-h.tll  be  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.     In  defence  of 
this  part  of  the  syitem,    it  is  not  necessary  to  em- 
ploy many  words.     Since  the  Union  Avith  Ireland, 
the  i.lentity  of  the   two   countries  is  eflablished, 
and,   by  extending  the   services   of  this  Army  of 
Reserve  to   lreh.nd,  a  much  larger  body  of  the  re- 
gular troops  will  be  left  ap[)Iicai.   c  to  any  purpose 
which   may  require   a    regular  Jcrce.     The  third 
principle  to  which  I  wish  t.>  advert  is,  that  the  le- 
vies shall  be  cond'idled  in  a  manner  as  litrle  hur- 
thensome  as   po  sible    to   the  country.     It   is  on 
these  principles  that  I  now  go  on  to   exphiin   tjtc 
details   of  the   pl;;n,   by  which    a  very  large  addi- 
tional force  is  to  be  tilabiishe  1.     As  to  the  age  of 
those"  to  be  iuckukd,  it    is  meant  that   all  males 
from  the  age  of  18  to  4"  shall  come  under  its  ope- 
ration.    This  army,  wivn  levied,   shall  be  imme- 
diately assembled,  and  brought  into  aitate  ot  pro- 
per discipline  under  oflicers    to  whom  I  shall  pre- 
sently advert.     I   have   already  said   that   the   ser- 
vices of   this    body,  whom  1  shall  charadlerize   by 
the  name  f)f  the  Army  of  Reserve,  ate  to  be  extend- 
ed to  every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.     I  have 
flared  the  principle  on  which  this  extension  is  pro- 
posed;  and  wdien   I  add  that  it  is  me^^nt  to  eicsnd 
their  services  to  the  islands   of  Jersey  and  Guern- 
sey, I   am   confident   that  no   gent,  can  have  any 
reasonabde  ground  of  objedtion.     As  to  the  time 
to  which   their  service  is   to  extend,   it   has  bcea 
judged  expedient  that  for  bahotted  men  the  period 
should  be  four  years,  or  for  six  months   after  the 
conclusion   of  a   treaty  of  peace.     The  mode  in 
which  the  ballot  is  to  be  conduiTted  is  to  he  simi- 
lar to  the  ballot  of  the  Militia,  and,  .is  far  as  they 
are  applicable,  all  the  regulations  relative  to  the  as- 
sembling of  the  Militia  are  to  be  adhered  to.  I  will 
flate  the  grounds  on  which   such  an   arrangement 
has  been  adopted.     The  ballot  appeared  the  mofl 
effeiflual  and  speedy  way  of  procuring  the  levies. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  voluntary  offers  of  ser« 
vice  may  not  be  found   of  high  importance,  and 
adopted  to   a  very  considerable   extent.     On  the 
contrary,  I  entertain  a  perfe<5t  conviiSlion  that  the 
people  of  this  country  ate  sufficiently  aware  of  the 
importance  of  the   flrupgle   in  which  we  are  now 
engaged.     I  know  when  these  feelings  are  proper- 
ly excited  there  will  be  no  want  of  national  spirit, 
in  support ing  a  cause   involving  interefls  of  so  im- 
portant a  nature.     I  kni)w  what  has  been  done  in 
a  great  national  cause  in  former  times.  I  can  lotsk 
back  to  the  public    spirit  of  this  country  in  the 
time  of  King  William,  when  in  less  than  six  weeks 
thiity  battalions   were   orgairized   for  the   public 
service.     At  the  same  time  giving  the  highefl  cre- 
dit  to  the  spirit,  the  zeal,  and  the  loyalty  of  the 
country,  I  tlinik  it  nccLS--^ry  for  me  to  flate,  that 
it   has  been  judged  expedient  to  follow  the  syllem 
of  the  Militia  Ballot,  as  the  speediefl  and  the  mofl: 
effectual  mode  of  raising  the  necessary  supplies.    I 
recoUevft  wdiat  took  place  in  I797.  on  the   syftem 
for  calling  on    each    parish  to  furnish  a  certain 
quota  of  men    for  manning  the  navy.     The  num- 
ber proposed   to    be  raised   was  seven   thousand, 
but  ncit  more  than  fourteen   hundred  were  made 
applicable   to  the    public  service.     It  is  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  p'an  being  thus  inefficacious  that 
I  am  induced  not  to  resort  to  it,— -The  oe»t  poiat 


1820 


PARLIAMENTARY    DEBATES.— [June  20.] 


[1821 


is  the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  the  I 
appointmcTit  of  the  officers  shall  be  conduiflcd. 
On  this  1  have  a  few  observations  to  ofTer,  I  think, 
generally,  that  it  is  highly  important  in  appoint- 
ing oflicers  not  to  resort  to  those  who  liave  a 
tjualification  to  be  appointed  officers  in  niilitia 
regiments.  We  know  already,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  augmentaiion  of  the  militia  to  70,000, 
there  has  been  a  necessity  of  recurring  to  the 
appointment  of  oilicers  not  recognised  by  the 
original  laws  of  the  militia.  In  tiie  late  war  we 
fouijd  a  similar  inconvenience.  I  shxli  beg  leave 
to  state  the  souices  from  which  I  conceive  that  an 
adcciuatc  number  of  able  officers  may  be  procured 
Tlie  Committee  cannot  have  forgotten  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  late  war  twenty  battalions  of 
troops  whose  term  of  service  was  limited  to  a 
particular  period,  were  disbanded.  Of  the  officers, 
though  a  number  were  afterwards  employed  in 
the  army,  a  very  large  proportion  are  now  un- 
employed, and  ready  to  proffir  their  services  at 
so  perilous  a  moment.  From  tliis  body  of  men  a 
very  large  proportion  of  able  and  zealous  officers 
might,  without  the  smallest  difficulty,  be  obtained. 
But  there  were  many  other  channels  from  which 
officers  may  h;  procured,  V/e  have  the  whole 
body  of  tlic  halt-pAy  officers,  among  whom  are 
to  be  found  many  individuals  whose  talents  and 
whose  sei  vices  entitle  them  to  be  employed  at  a 
moment  when  whatever  there  exists  of  talent  ought 
to  be  made  subservient  to  tlie  pu'  lie  interest. 
There  are  inanv  whose  domestic  connexions  do 
not  permit  them  10  continue  in  tiie  army  at  a 
lime  when  foreign  service  is  rendered  essential. 
These  consi<it:rations  we  cannot  fail  to  respcdt, 
and  no  one  can  doubt  their  readiness  to  take  the 
most  atSlive  part  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
if  there  was  a;iy  prospeiS  of  their  taking  an  ac- 
tive part  for  its  honour  and  its  interests.  In  this 
quarter  I  anticipate  all  that  the  most  sanguine 
expectation  can  hope  for.  I  bring  those  officers 
•who  have  for  a  long  time  served  in  the  pay  of 
the  East-India  Company  ;  there  ate  many  officers 
now  in  this  country,  who  would  willingly  offer 
their  services  at  the  present  moment.  If  it 
should  be  found  neccsary  we  can  also  recur  to 
the  services  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  regi- 
ments, who  during  the  last  war  distinguished 
themselves  in  Ireland,  and  who,  in  point  of 
knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  military  discipline, 
rank  high  among  men  of  the  iirst  militaiy  cha- 
radler.  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  pressing  this 
vnatter  too  far  when  I  refer  to  the  assistance  which, 
may  be  drawn  from  the  staff  for  carrying  on  the 
recruiting  service.  The  gentleman  who  is  now 
at  the  head  of  the  department  is,  indeed  him- 
«elf  a  host.  While  I  am  enumerating  so  many 
sources,  from  which  supplies  of  officers  may  be 
<lerived,  I  cannot  pass  over  the  corps  of  Marines,  a 
body  of  men  whose  conduct  has,  on  all  occasions,  been 
■worthy  of  the  highest  admiration.  From  the  officers 
•n  half-pay  in  this  b  dy,  a  most  impcrtawt  augmen- 
tation of  the  national  strength  might  be  efUcted.  It 
tnay  be  objected,  that  according  to  the  principles  which 
I  lay  down,  t'le  same  sort  ot  principle  ought  to  have 
been  extended  to  the  Irish  Militia.  My  answer  to 
this  objection  is  short,  though  decisive.  When  the 
General  Militia  Bill  was  before  Parliament,  the  object 
Was  to  simplify  and  methodize  the  existing  bws,  and 
therefore  a  bill  which  pr-yfcsscs  to  be  brought  in  on 
very  diiferent  princii>!es,  and  for  diiler'-nt  objects, 
♦ught   not   10  be  cunfojjuiled   wi;h  it.     Hsv  nij  gone 


through  these  details,  it  is  now  my  duty  to  describe 
how  the  plan  is  to  be  reduced  to  practice.  1  bcgia 
with  explaining  how  the  number  to  be  provided  fur 
are  to  be  drawn.  For  the  counties  of  England  there 
are  not  much  upwards  of  thirty  thousand,  which  is 
nearly  the  amount  of  the  militia  when  in  prohiund 
peace,  and  before  the  augmentation  of  the  Supple- 
mentary Militia  took  place.  It  is  meant,  that  tlic 
City  of  Lo:idon,  the  Tower  Hamlets,  and  the  Cinque 
Ports,  which  have  not  hitherto  contributed  to  the 
militia,  shall  furnish  somewhat  above  iliiee  thousand 
more.  Scotland  is  to  furnish  six  thousand  ;  and  ten 
thousand  arc  to  be  lai^ed  in  Ireland,  as  the  proportion 
to  be  furnished  by  that  part  of  the  Un  ted  Kingdom. 
On  this  part  of  the  subject  I  wish  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  state  of  the  demand 
for  military  purposes  at  present,  and  during  the  late 
war.  I  v/ish  the  Committee  to  see,  what  was  the 
propo.tion  of  the  population  then  called  lor,  and  itovr 
demanded  for  the  publitf  security.  The  fa<fl  is,  that 
during  the  late  war  the  militia  of  Great  Britain,  in- 
cluding fourteen  thousand  forces,  Vvhich,  however, 
were  never  [.-roperly  employed,  was  equal  to  a  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand  men.  Now  reckoning  tor 
England  seventy  thousand  militia,  for  Scotland  eight 
thousand,  for  Ireland  eighteen  thousand,  as  the  law 
nov/  stands,  the  whole  will  be  found  to  be  not  more 
considerable  than  was  furnished  at  a  time  when  rea- 
sons for  exeition  were  not  so  evidently  urgent.  Oa 
the  score  of  the  pressure  of  the  measure,  therefore, 
it  is  not  liable  to  any  particular  objeftion. — I  corpc 
now  to  advert  to  the  exemptions  which  it  lias  been 
thought  proper  to  establish.  In  these  I  have  ende.-'- 
voured  to  keep,  as  nearly  as  possible,  sight  of  the 
provisions  adopted  when  the  bill  for  calling  out  the 
Supplemeiitaiy  Militia  was  published.  I:  is  harcily 
necessary  for  me  to  state,  that  all  officers  in  his 
Majesty's  service,  that  all  privates  connefled  with  any 
particular  regiment  ;  that  all  officers  on  the  halt-pay, 
and  all  privates  in  the  same  situation,  shall  not  be 
subjcft  to  the  ballot.  The  next  class  of  exemptions, 
is  the  case  of  the  resident  members  of  the  two  Uni- 
versl;ies.  In  Scotland  the  resident  members  of  the 
Scotch  Universities  are  to  be  exempted  by  a  clause  in 
their  own  militia  bill.  The  clergy  holding  livings, 
and  licensed  preachers  are  as  formerly  10  cBJjy  an 
exemption.  In  alluding  to  this  last  class  of  exemp- 
tions, I  have  to  observe  ge.ierally  that  while  the 
principle  of  toleration,  which  has  been  religiously 
preserved  since  the  accession  of  the  Brunswick  family, 
will  be  respected,  care  shall  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
repetition  of  abuses  which  have  been  deservedly  the 
subjeft  of  complaint.  The  artificers  in  his  MajeUy's 
dock-yards  are  as  usual  to  be  ex^^mpted.  All  poor  per- 
sons having  more  than  one  child  under  ten  years,  are 
also  to  be  exempted  froTi  the  operation  of  the  plan.  As 
to  yeomanry  and  volunteers,  I  cannot  but  expiess  my- 
self in  the  warmest  terms  of  their  important  services  to 
the  country.  No  man  is  mere  ready  than  I  am  to  do 
justice  to  their  disinterested  and  patriotic  conduft. 
No  man  can  speak  of  themwiih  more  respec^t  and 
affeftion.  At  the  same  time,  when  speaking  of  a 
measure,  which  will  operate  with  such  considerable 
pressure,  it  is  proper  that  in  forming  exemptions,  we 
should  not  go  byond  what  fairness  and  justice  should 
prescribe.  Arplying  this  principle  to  the  volunteers, 
it  is  intended,  that  the  exemption  shall  extend  only  r.n 
those  corps  which  were  actually  introduced  on  the 
day  when'  his  Majesty's  kst  message  was  delivered. 
To  this  exient  thfc  exemption  appeared  founded  on, 
fairness  and  justice,  but  to  extend  it  might  have  the 
!.he   appearance  ,of  undue  oartiality.T-I  soAceive  th^5 
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the  measure  which  is  now  proposed  to  the  Commit- 
tee, is  one,  which  if  carried  into  eff  ft,  will  alike 
•upi'Ort  the  glory  of  the  country  in  the  posecution  of 
the  cuntest,  and 'end  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  terrai 
nation.  I  shall  nor  be  cnntradiftcd,  when  I  say,  that 
there  is  no  more  cftl-ftual  way  cf  carrying  on  the 
conti-St  with  honour  and  glory  to  the  country,  than 
by  placing  in  the  hands  of  government  such  a  iarge 
«lisposable  force  as  the  measure  which  I  have  been 
recommending  is  calculated  to  afford.  I  need  not 
remind  the  Committee  how  mueh  stress  has  been  laid 
on  the  war,  which  was  to  be  waged  against  our 
financial  resources.  H.ippily  we  have  already  made 
such  arra-igements  as  wll  effedually  defeat  his  projefts 
in  this  respeft,  and  we  have  now,  only,  to  te.ich  him, 
that  if  he  was  disappointed  in  his  views  of  gaining 
any  advantage  over  us,  iiy  endeavouring  lo  ruin  us  by 
SL  war  ot  finance,  he  v/as  equally  erroneous  in  his 
calculations,  when  he  supposed,  that  the  energy  and 
the  resources  of  the  country  were  not  equal  to  every 
«:mergency.  I  believe  that  the  adoption  of  this  mea- 
aure,  will  not  only  discourage  Buonaparte,  but  that 
it  must  enable  us  to  attack  him  in  some  of  his  weak 
and  vulnerable  points,  and  ultimately  force  him, 
instead  of  looking  abroad  to  the  dcstruftion  of  fo- 
leigii  nations,  lo  survey  his  own  internal  siiuation, 
■which  was  much  more  precarioes  than  he  was  perhaps 
at  present  cisjjostd  lo  imagine.  I  believe  that  the 
system  for  which  I  have  been  contending,  would  pro- 
duce perteft  security  at  heme,  and  by  convincing  the 
Pirst  Consul  of  France  that  the  spirit  of  Englishmen 
never  can  be  subJued,  induce  him  to  listen  to  proposals 
of  an  amicable  description.  — He  concluded  by  movi.Tg 
first  for  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  thanking  him  for 
tis  gracious  message,  and  assuring  him  of  cordial 
support. — He  next  m')ved,  that  the  chairman  be  in» 
strufled  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  raising 
a.  Urge  additienul  force  for  the  more  effcftual  defence 
®f  the  country  a..tl  the  more  vigorous  prosecution  ot 
the  war. — Mr.  Windham  opposed  the  motion  in  an 
ekqiitnt  speech,  cf  great  Icigi't,  i^Iuch  luill  le  Jound 
at  f.  930  of  this  volume. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuek  said,  it 
■was  iiot  his  intention  to  follow  the  ngtit  hon.  Gent. 
through  the  great  v:,riety  of  observations  he  had 
thought  proper  to  make  ;  but  he  would  submit  it  to 
the  tand.d  judgment  ot  the  House,  whether  mininers 
were  liable  to  the  charge  of  bringing  forward  tardy 
and  ill-considered  measures  of  preparation.  It  was 
now  only  live  weeks  since  his  Majesty's  message  had 
teen  tel'veied  to  the  House,  and  wiiliin  lh?.t  period 
50,000  men  hjd  been  voted,  and  the  Supplementary 
MiliLia  had  bten  called  out.  'Ihertforc  he  thonght 
ministers  h:'.d  not  preserved  that  kind  of  dii;nitied 
talm  which  the  right  hon.  Gent,  would  ascribe  to 
ihem.  He  disciaimed  the  imputation  of  wishing  to 
conceal  the  aftual  st<ite  of  the  country  ;  and  the  fafts 
he  had  stated  relative  to  the  increase  of  the  navy,  and 
Che  calling  out  of  the  Supplementary  MUitia  v;ere 
sufficient  to  sl-.cw  that  the  assertion  that  minisrers 
were  secret  in  their  prepar.itions.,  was  unfounded.  In 
addition,  it  v«:as  now  proposed  to  ra  se  s'^f.co  men  by 
b.illot,  similar  to  the  militia,  and  free  from  tv;o  gieat 
objedlions  whi^h  that  right  hon.  Gent,  had  frequently 
urged  against  the  militia  f^ystem.  It  was  to  bo-  e.".- 
tendeU  in  its  servic*,  and  was  to  be  0iiicer..J  by  men  of 
military  experience  ;  a  circumstance  which  mu'-t  secure 
that  discipline  v/hxh  constt'uied  the  liie  and  soul  of 
an  army.  The  proposed  force,  therefore,  was  nut 
Jiablc  10  the  oiijtiilions  whi^h  would  apply  to  the 
Stilici^     Many   of  ihe  aroyr.ients  of  tne  right  hop. 


Gent,  were  entitled  to  very  great  wc'ght  ;  and  if  ic 
was  now  a  matter  of  option  whether  to  have  a  regular 
or  a  militia  force,  he  would  have  no  ditnculty  in  pre- 
ferring the  former,  if  in  the  present  circumstances  it 
were  practicable  to  raise  such  a  force  by  the  ordinary 
means  within  reasonable  time.  The  greater  parr 
however,  of  the  objeftions  which  the  right  hon.  Gent, 
advanced  this  evening  to  the  miluia  system,  would 
have  come  with  more  propriety  in  the  course  of  the 
discussions  which  took  place  last  sesi^ions  upon  that 
subjeft  ;  but,  though  he  now  thought  proper  so 
stiongly  to  urge  his  opposition  to  the  measure,  because 
it  was  founded  on  the  plan  of  the  militia,  yt:t  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  raising  of  a  regular  army  in  litu  of  ic 
was  quite  imprafticable.  Therefore,  the  right  hon. 
Gent.'s  only  reason  for  declining  to  vote  against  this 
measure  was,  tnat  it  was  better  to  have  the  pwposed 
force  than  none  at  all.  But,  the  right  hon.  Gent.'s 
chief  charge  against  ministers  was,  their  delay  in 
bringing  forward  this  measure. — That  delay,  however, 
was  designed  with  this  view,  that  both  the  regular  a.id 
supplementary  Militia  should  be  fully  supplied  before 
the  balloting  necessary  for  the  force  now  under  con- 
sideration should  commence.  Such  was  the  motive 
wnich  influenced  that  cunduft  in  ministers  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Gent,  complained.  Ministers  had  pro- 
ceeded  by  a  gradual  succession  of  measures  to  provide 
for  the  complete  resistance  of  the  enemy,  and  in  a. 
way  which,  he  trusted,  would,  meet  the  approoation  of 
the  House.  As  to  th«  revision  of  the  militia  system, 
he  would  say  that  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for 
that  discussion  ;  and  he  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gent,  how  he  could  suppose  it  possible  to  recruit  a 
regular  army  to  the  number  of  jo,ooo  men  without 
resorting  to  means  of  compulsion  which  he  hoped  even 
the  right  hon.  Gent,  himself  would  not  approve  ? 
With  respeft  to  the  danger  of  the  country  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  never  under-rated  n  : 
neither  in  public  or  private  did  he  ever  attempt  to 
disguise  it.  He  felt  it  to  be  of  that  nature  which  coulj 
be  contemplated  without  dismay,  but  which  no  worthy 
or  rational  man  could  contemplate  with  indifference. 
To  the  right  hon.  Gent.'s  ideas  upon  the  propriety  of 
raising  men  for  the  regular  army  for  a  limited  time, 
there  were  many  objeftions,  the  force  of  which  he  felt, 
particularly  in  consequence  of  our  colonial  posses-, 
sions  ;  for,  supposing  men  were  enlisted  for  only  five 
or  s'x  years,  what  numerous  inconveniences  would 
arise  to  the  service,  especially  where  regiments  were 
stationed  in  America,  the  West  Indies,  or  any  remote 
quarter  of  the  empire.  Perhaps  in  the  event  of  a 
v.'hole  regiment  being  ordered  on  any  expedition,  only 
the  skeleton  of  such  re2,iment  would  be  forthcoming. 
In  taft,  the  system  of  the  right  hon.  Gent,  scarcely 
ever  prevailed  in  any  nation  which  had  colonial  pos- 
sessions, and  in  this  country  it  would  be  quite  absurd. 
Returning  to  the  measure  before  the  Committee,  and 
the  observation  of  the  right  hon.  Gent,  that  it  would 
create  a  dirficulty  and  impediment,  if  not  an  insur- 
mountable obstacle,  m  the  way  of  recruiting  the  army, 
he  would  ask  the  House  to  consider  its  charadler  and 
objcft  tully,  and  if  any  better  -should  be  suggested  to 
yr.fer  it.  If  any  member  could  devise  a  plan  for 
raising  a  force  withm  the  proper  time  by  means  more 
etlcftual  and  constitutional,  he  should  embrace  it  ; 
but  even  the  right  hon.  Gent,  himbcif  admitted  that  ic_ 
was  unpiossible.  Why  then  did  he  oppose  it  ?  But 
his  opposition  was  not  quite  correftly  founded,  for  his 
arguments  generally  applied  to  extremes.  He  alw.iys 
dwelt  upon  comp.irisons  between  the  regular  army  and 
the  militia,  and  entirely  left  that  middle  course  which 
was  prcsuely  the  dcsci-ipiion  of  ihe  fv^rcc  uow  wndcf 
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consideration.  He  highly  valued  the  services  of  the 
regular  army  {  bui  however  he  relied  on  the  assistance, 
or  upon  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  our  other  forces,  he 
begged  the  right  hon.  Gent.,  llie  house  and  the  country 
to  understand  that  government  did  not  mean  entirely 
to  rely  on  these  means,  and  that  the  proposition  now 
before  the  Committee  was  not  the  limit  of  their  ar- 
fangemints  for  the  attainment  of  the  objc<fls  of  the 
war  ;  tor,  independently  of  the  means  ah-e--)y  re;crred 
to,  he  ha>.'  no  doubt  that  should  circumstances  render 
it  necessary,  the  great  bjdy  of  the  c(>untry  would, 
upon  an  appeal  from  their  Sovereign,  5t3nd  forn-ard  iu 
defence  of  their  righis  and  independence.  Upon  the 
prompt  assis»ance  of  such  a  voluntary  fjrce  he  con- 
fidcnt'y  reckoned  ;  such  a  force  as  must  render"  t!ie 
country  impregnable,  and  as  must  convince  the  per- 
son who  now  directs  the  government  of  France  that 
It  would  be  ausiird  to  speculate  upon  a  succcs.fcl  in- 
vasion of  this  country.  Perhaps  it  is  hap|iy  for  the 
inteicsts  of  this  empire  that  the  occasion  I'.ow  oticrs 
to  shew  that  any  projefts  of  attack  upon  our  finances 
and  independence,  such  as  the  French  rovernmei  t 
seems  to  entertain,  must  be  vain  and  futile.  Without 
enquiring  into  the  general  systems  alluded  to  by  tne 
right  hon.  Gent,  which  It  was  not  now  necessary  to 
diicuss,  he  begged  the  Committee  to  consider  v;htther 
the  plan  suhmiuerl  to  rhclr  judgment  wa",  or  was  not 
fit  to  be  adopted  in  the  present  posture  of  afl'air?,  and 
calculated  duly  to  second  the  other  arrangements 
made  to  meet  the  situation  of  the  country.  11  it  was 
so  thought,  he  begjed  of  gentlemen  to  turn  in  th.eir 
minds,  and  to  recommend  tlie  best  means  which  might 
occur  to  them  of  rendering  it  more  tffedual,  and 
carrying  it  into  complete  execution. 

Mr.  Pitt  cotrplctely  differed,  with  almost  the 
whole  of  his  right  haa.  Friend's  ideas,  though  he 
concurred  in  the  code  upon  which  he  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) professed  to  found  them,  but  to  which,  in 
his  judgment,  they  did  not  apply.  He  had  st/.ted 
before,  that  as  he  agreed  in  the  principle  of  the 
plan,  he  would  not  obtrude  himself  on  the  time  of  the 
Committee  ;  for  as  his  only  desire  was  to  render 
this  plan  efFeriual  for  its  objeit,  he  would  state  his 
opinions  in  a  future  stage  ;  but,  as  he  was  on  his  legs, 
he  took  occasion  tosay  that  his  objeiftions  applied  [o  some 
of  the  exemptions,  and  particularly  to  the  proposal  of 
allowing  a  pecuniary  cor.imut  ition  for  services,  tor 
he  had  very  serious  doubts  wheiher  it  would  be  right 
in  any  case  that  a  pecuniary  fine  should  be  accepted. 
H:s  opinion  waj,  that  unless  the  individual  balloted 
Ehou'd  have  his  substitute  forthcoming,  personal  ser- 
vice should  be  required.  He  dec'ared  mat  he  felt 
geat  satisfaction  at  the  outline  of  ihe  plan  under 
consideration,  and  he  was  therefore  disposed  to  give  a 
silent  vote,  if  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  nit  miscnn 
ceivrd  him,  unwilling  to  thraw  out  any  expcsolon 
that  might  tend  to  interrupt  that  unanimity  which,  for 
general  reasons,  was  so  much  to  be  wished  fur  at  thii 
conjunilure. 

The  SecretarV  at  War,  in  reply,  remaiked 
that  the  right  lion.  Gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  had 
complained,  amoug  uthcr  thing-,  ttiat  ilic  mea- 
sure was  tardy  and  ili-consideied.  Th?t  it  was 
tardy  he  couli  not  allow,  for  it  could  not  have 
been  brought  forward  earlier  after  the  declaration 
of  war  than  it  had  been  ;  and  whether  it  wa'<  ill- 
considered  remained  for  the  House  to  de;erniine. 
It  was  open  to  the  critcism  ot  all.  1  he  same 
tight  hon.  CJent^^  had  i^ai.l  that  ministers  had 
scandalously  neplc(5ted  their  duty  in  regard  to  all 
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militarv  operations.  To  this  charge  he  pleaded 
not  g  lil  "  .  Ministers  had  not  been  inai  tciuive  to 
the  means  of  railing  toith  and  rendering  elticient 
the  force  of  th.e  country.  Me  ventured  to  assert 
thit,  wiiethcr  with  rcspedt  to  ihc  force  which 
the  war  found  in  their  hands,  the  military  situa- 
tion of  this  country  would  bear  a  comparison 
with  our  situation  at  the  commencement  of  any 
war  in  v.Iiich  we  ever  were  eng~.gtd.  It  would 
lie  found  th^t  every  effort  had  been  employed  to 
kecD  lip  a  force  adequate  to  our  security,  and 
capable  of  being  called  forth  with  energy  on  any 
emergency.  VVith  many  of  the  right  hon.  Gent. 's 
(iMr.  Windham)  opinions  he  agreed,  tiiougli  l;c 
looked  upon  some  of  them  as  ill-placed.  What 
he  had  said  on  the  .'ubjciit  ot  the  militia  Winild 
have  come  with  better  chance  of  attaining  ch.e 
(jbJLcTt,  had  it  been  otTered  when  the  subjed:  of 
the  militia  was  under  con.'icleratic^n  last  year. 
\\iih  respect  to  commuting  the  peualty  for  not 
serving  personally,  he  contended  that  the  objetfl 
which  was  to  raise  men  speedily,  would  not  be 
answered.  High  bounties  alone  would  not  do, 
and  had  that  been  considered  a  fit  and  e'Ticient 
mode  of  laising  m.en,  govcrnm.cnt  would  have 
proposed  to  Pailiament  to  gr-uit  funds  for  that 
purpose,  v.ithoi;:  waiting  to  levy  thc-n  in  com- 
panies or  parties  on  individuals.  But  it  was 
found  lh.1t  anotlu'.r  sys'cm  must  be  r'-soiteci  lo. 
It  was  men  and  not  money  that  v.'ere  v/anted, 
and  it  was  no  objcilitiH  to  this  measure  to  say, 
that  it  was  not  stronger  tlian  the  necessity  i^ 
which  it  v/as  founded.  He  denied  that  tiie  mea- 
sure proposed  \.-ould  give  us  nothing  but  a  militia. 
As  to  whirt  had  been  said  on  the  supjeci:  of  young 
otficers  being  allowed  to  raise  men  fir  rank,  he 
(•enied  that  any  such  thing  was  now  done  or 
intended.  He  supposed  that  the  right  hon.  Gtnt. 
!iad  alluded  to  the  circumstance  wiiich  had  take-.i 
place  since  the  .-'.bolition  of  the  field  ofiiters  C{;m- 
pany,  by  wliich  three  more  csptains  bad  become 
necessary  in  ;i  regiment.  He  explained  the  nature 
of  the  change,  and  sliewed,  that  allowing  the  first 


licut.  to  raise  i?o   men. 


in  no  rcspedt  alloviaj 


officers  to  raise  mea  for  rank.  Wiien  these  men 
were  raised,  it  was  at  the  regulated  brun:y,  and 
one  half  of  the  money  was  paid  back  to  the 
officer.  If  more  biun'y-monty  was  given  than 
the  regulated  sum,  it  was  a  contravention  of  the 
orders  of  his  R.  M.  ib.e  commander  in  chief.  The 
raising  the  men  in  this  way  \vas  not  tlie  price  of 
rank,  but  it  promoted  the  recruiting  service  by 
inducing  men  to  pay  attention  to  the  recuiting, 
which  was  not  esgerly  pert.-.rmed  wh-n  the 
olTicer  had  no  par;icular  objciSt  to  stimirl^tc  his 
exertions. 

[InisH  Budget.] — Mr.  Cork?,  the  Chanc-elior 
of  the  Irish  Exclrequer,  rose.  He  said,  tliaihe 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  trespassing  but 
a  short  tune  on  that  attention  wdiich  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  IIous:  were  always  di^[)o.ed  to 
pay  to  the  afTairs  of  irclaud,  v.bilt  lie  laid  bcfoi? 
them  a  statement  of  th.e  ways  an  f  mc^ns  of  the 
year,  for  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He 
h.id  but  little  to  do  ;  because  be  .had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  present,  in  the  Uuual  iryinner,  the  charges 
and  the  pro<dsicuis  thai  were  ncccs'^ary  lot  them. 
Although  every  man  that  was  good  and  patriotic 
in  Ireland  must  ^pjirove  the  ^icat  efforts  and  i!.e 
impoitaiit  ..aoilices  of  which  Lngland  had  siready 
set   the  example  for  the   support  ot  the  war,  yet 

*   3   G 


1827] 


PARLIAMENTARY    DEBATES.- [June  20.] 


[1828 


3,6o2,ocol. 


2,04.0,CCol. 


the  wr  waE  too  young  to  admit  of  Ireland  imi- 
latin  that  example,  even  to  the  extent  of  her 
coin  .ti-Mtive  ability.  He  siiould  proceed,  there- 
fore, without  any  general  obftrvatioiis,  to  lav 
befo  c  the  Committee  che  financial  stdtements  of 
the  present  year. 

Supply. 

T!ie  whole  of  the  joint  charj»es  for  England  and 
Iiel^.!;d,  as  had  been  stau-d  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
on  a  former  day  was  ij  olo,occ1. 
Ot  which  the  proportion  of  Ireland, 

in   l'l:li  ml>IlC^■,  w.-iS 
The  separate  charg;  >■:  for 

Ireland  were,    interefl: 

of  debt,  S:nkinff  ruiid, 

&e.  -  -  . 

Gornpe:ijation,    tiie   last 

that   Would  be  paid 
Navijiaiioiis 
Treahury  Bills 

Making  in  all  for  Ireland     -     -     6,47S,occl. 

There  were  likewise   in    the  hands    of  the  Bank 

of  Ireland  Treasury   Biiis,    similar   to   Exchequer 

Bills  here,  which  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  he  believed, 

would  liave  no  o'  jcciion  to  renew. 

H'liys  and  Mcam. 

To  make  good  this  sum  of  6,478,0001.  of  charges, 
there  were — 
Balances   in    the  Exchequer,  similar 

to   the   growing    produce    of    the 

Gt;nsolida-cd  Fund  in  England     -  3--o,cooL 

Revenue   for  the  current  year  -     3,000,000 

Lottery  the  same  as  last  year  -        200,000 

Which,  v/iih  the  proportion  for  Ire- 
land of  the  late  loan,  amounted  to  5,916,000!. 
Leaving  a  dedcit  of  upwards  of  500,00c].  To  sup- 
ply tliis  deficit,  he  propofed  to  raise  a  lean  in 
Ireland,  to  the  extent  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 
i,ooo,ocoi.  This  would  leave  a  surplus  in  the 
Exchequer  of  Ireland,  which,  when  the  circum- 
ftance^  of  the  prcicnt  ciitis,  and  the  posiibiiuy 
of  .sudd'.-n  emergencies  were  considered,  ivould 
not  appear  improvident  or  unnecessary. — It  re- 
mained for  him  to  point  out  the  new  taxes  by 
which  he  prop'scd  to  pay  the  interefl  of  the  loan. 
Before  he  proceeded  £0  do  so,  he  betrtrcd  leave  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  the  trade  of 
Irelatid.  Laft  year  he  had  inlotmed  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  balance  of  trade  for  two  years  had 
not  been  so  favourable  for  Ireland,  as  could  have 
been  wished.  That  balance,  he  was  happy  to 
find,  was  now  more  favourable  than  it  had  been, 
though  he  Hill  confidently  looked  to  great  and  im- 
portant improvements.  That  the  balance  of  trade 
was  becoiidng  more  advantageous  to  Ireland,  was 
proved  by  the  amount  of  the" exports  and  imports. 
He  took  occasion  to  reniaik,  that  this  balance 
was  more  favourable  than  it  appeared  from  the 
official  value.  The  tnode  of  account  Hill  continued 
in  Ireland  in  this  department.  He  shewed  that 
the  olTicial  value  did  not  in  leality  shev/  the  true 
value  of  the  goods  exported,  which,  where  a  duty 
was  to  be  paid  were  rated  at  their  bure-  valur, 
witiiout  including  the  frtii^ht,  prorit,  l-x.  ftf  ivhicl! 


the  place  consuming  the  goods  must  return  to 
the  merchant  exporter.  He  had  the  satisfa<5lion 
of  thinking,  thcretoie,  that  notwichftanding  the 
exports  were  exceeded  bv  the  imports,  it  was  not 
Viy  so  Ciaisukiaide  a  balance  ab  at  firfl  appeared, 
and,  as  a  portion  of  the  imports  was  ot  raw  ma- 
terials, he  iruflcd  that  the  drains  which  iiad  been 
so  unfavourable  to  Ireland  would  gndually  be 
diminished.  Lafl  year  he  had  ventured  to  express 
a  h;  pc  'hat  the  linen  tr^.de  would  this  year  in- 
crease, which  from  the  circumflances  of  the  times, 
the  prcv^dence  of  scarcity,  &C.  had  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  been  confined.  He  was  happy  to 
ihiiik  that  this  was  in  sonic  measure  the  case,  and 
that  moft  of  ilic  Old  Rock  in  Ireland  had  been 
carried  off,  ,■>.,'  thei  was  the  prospedl  of  an 
increisii'7  deman  i.  Under  the  head  of  piovisiou*; 
and  corn  there  had  been  a  considerable  increase, 
independent  of  the  extraordinary  demand  for 
provisions  which  the  war  would  necessarily  oc- 
casion. Onthehe-ud  of  provisions  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  250,000!. 
and  on  corn  550,000!.  beyond  the  former  year. 
Although  he  regtetted  the  war,  lie  was  happy  to 
think  tiiat  in  son\e  respeiSts  i't  would  be  attended 
with  superior  advantages  to  Ireland,  which  would 
lie  some  compensation  for  the  increased  burdens 
it  would  occasion.  In  regard  to  provisions,  and 
in  all  probability  corn  also,  we  might  next  year 
confidently  exnecTc  an  increase.  Tht  re  were  the 
beff  hopes  that  the  linen  manufadture  would 
likewise  be  increased  in  an  unusual  proportion, 
Th.e  impoitation  of  flax  had  never  been  so  great, 
and  likewise  the  cultivation  of  this  article,  so 
important  to  the  ifaple  manufaiflure  of  Ireland, 
the  principal  source  of  its  wealth,  was  never  ex- 
ceeded in  any  former  period. — He  next  made  some 
remarks  upon  the  revenue  of  Ireland.  He  should 
not  at  present  enter  into  a  detailed  ifatement  on 
this  subjedt,  particularly  as  he  should  think  it 
uncandid  to  do  so  in  the  absence  of  a  right  lion. 
Gent,  with  whom  he  had,  on  former  occasions, 
some  diirercnce  of  opinion.  Last  year  the  revenue 
had  turned  out  nearly  what  he  had  elf imateri, 
being  abt.ut  3, 350, cool,  but  lor  the  present  year 
he  should  not  take  it  at  more  than  3,cco,oocl. 
The  reasons  for  this  were  that  the  duty  on  tobacco 
hid  fallen  off,  as  well  as  that  on  foreign  spirits. 
The  importation  ot  sugar  had  likewise  been  ex- 
cessive, and  it  was  not  probable  that  the  duly 
would  this  year  be  so  gieat,  Tlierc  were  likewise 
some  arrears  of  assessed  taxes  collecfed  In  the 
former  year  ;  so  that  upon  the  whole  he  did  not 
thick  himself  eutitlLd  to  eftimate  the  revenue  lor 
this  year  <tt  mjie  than  3,oOu,ocol. 

K-.'  Taxes. 

He  now  cnme  to  tlie  new  taxes,  in  the  ftafemrnt 
of  v.I.ich  he  jhoiild  be  very  brief,  for  iliere  was 
nothing  new  in  the  principle,  or  extravagant  in 
the  rates  of  the  taxes  he  meant  to  propose. — 
He  proposed,  in  the  tirft  place,  an  increase  upoa 
the  htad  of  cultonis,  and  in  consequence  ot  the 
principles  of  the  intercourse  of  England  and 
Ireland,  in  consequence  of  the  Union,  this  tax 
would  fall  entirely  on  foreign  commodities.  He 
proposed  the  amount  to  be  to  percent. 

The  produce  of  this  he  took  at  140,0001. 


Carried  I'orw.ard 
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Br.'Light  r.irward     140,000!. 

The  next  was  a  duty  of  export 
on  certain  articles.  Here  he  took 
occasion  to  remark  that  it  was  not 
the  principle  of  the  Union  that  the 
same  articles  in  both  countries 
should  be  subject  to  the  same  rax. 
The  rates  of  revenue  were  to  be 
proportioned,  but  the  assets  nf 
taxation,  and  the  quality  of  the 
tax  might  be  separate  and  distinct. 
Where,  however,  it  wis  equally 
consonant  to  the  imertst  of  both 
countries  that  liie  same  object 
should  h:  taxed,  it  was  desirable 
to  follow  tliat  progress  to  assim;l?.te 
them.  The  exports  of  Ireland, 
however,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  was 
not  so  extensive  as  to  promise  a 
very  large  sum.  This  lit  took  at  17,0001. 

The  next  was  hu  additional  duty 
on  home  made  spirits,  and  he  was 
sure  that  as  far  as  was  comp;:tible 
with  the  discourai'^ement  of  the 
private  stills,  the  House  would 
feel  that  to  di.scourage  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors  w.,s  ro  promote 
the  industry  and  the  jrooJ  mrrals 
of  the  people.  Pd.  per  gallon  on 
home  spirits,  and  a  countervailing 
duty  of  Od.  per  gallon  on  foreign 
spirits,  over  and  above  the  10  per 
cent,  would  give     -----         30,000 

Here  he  noticed  that  from  the 
duty  of  our  imports,  tobacco  Avould 
be  exempted,  because  it  was  found 
that  in  time  of  peace,  it  could  not 
bear  the  present  ra'e 

The  last  object  was  inalt.  Malt, 
he  said,  was  used  in  the  distillery 
in  proportion  of  one-half,  and 
therefore  the  distillery  would  con- 
tribute on  this  part.  He  hoped, 
as  far  as  it  affected  the  brewery, 
the  tax  would  not  be  attended 
with  any  inconvenience,  becatise 
he  considered  the  encouragement 
of  the  brewery  in  opposition  to 
the  distillery,  was  attended  w'th 
the  most  beneficial  effects.  He  .  '  \ 
proposed  to  make  the  tax  Is.  the 
barrel  of  malt,  the  brewery  in 
Irek-nd  being  subject  to  no  other 
dutv  of  excise.  This  he  calcu- 
lated at 40,000 


Total  of  taxes     38,0,000 
Interest  of  the  loan  in  Eng- 
land   14.3, abo 

In  Ireland-     -     -       65,000         ■•";■". 
.:,  . .        208,000 


Surplus     -     -      172,0001. 
It    might    be   asked  why  he  proposed  to  levy 
taxes   calcu'.-j'ed   to  produce  so  much  more  than 
the  intetest   of   the    loan  ?     In  answer,  he   ob- 


served, thu  the  situation  of  the  empire  c.iilc  1 
upon  us  to  make  ample  provision  for  future  ex- 
ertion. If  peace  took  place,  the  produce  (jf  the  pre- 
sent taxes  would  enable  Parliament  to  reduce  the 
rate  tn  several  objects  which,  during  peace,  could 
n  't  be  made  to  bear  the  rate  thev  were  n'lw  loaded 
with.  If  the  war  continued,  the  surplus  would  go 
in  aid  ff  the  vigorous  exertions  wliahwe  should 
becalled  upon  to  make.  If  the  people  of  Ireland 
looked  at  the  brilliant  and  solid  measures  of  fi- 
nance, the  sinking  fund,  the  surplus  of  the 
assessed  taxes,  the  income  tax,  of  which  the  il- 
lustrious statesman  vv^ho  till  lately  presided  over 
that  department  had  given  the  example,  and 
those  enerj^etic  measures  which  his  right  honour- 
able friend  Ii^d  lately  brought  forward  fcr  the 
support  of  the  war,  they  would  feel  themselves 
impelled  to  follow  the  same  course,  and  inclined 
to  submit  to  larger  temporary  burdens,  in  order 
to  secure  their  permanent  interest  and  prosperity. 
it  might  be  some  time  before  the  people  of  Ire!  ,r.d, 
fully  aware  cf  the  dangers  thi't  impended,  made 
up  their  minds  for  such  sacrifices,  but  he  hoped 
tiie  time  was  not  distant  v.  hen,  with  the  appro- 
bation and  aid  of  all  the  intelligent  classes  of 
that  countrv,  he  should  be  enabled,  if  he  con- 
tinued to  stand  hi  his  present  official  situaiiijn, 
to  propose  a  tax  upon  property  ?.s  a  war  resource. 
Ke  conduced  with  moving  the  re:.oluiions.  fur 
the  new  taxes. 


HOUSE 


COMMONS. 


Thursday,  June  23.  (M-«.  p.  974). 

[Army  OF  Reserve  Bh-l." — iMr,  Cal- 
CRAFi  thought  that  before  the  Secretary  ;t 
War  brought  forward  this  measure,  which  WoS 
admitted  to  be  only  a  part  of  a  larger  sysiem  cf 
defence,  he  ought  to  have  srated  the  whole  of 
the  plan  which  government  h  id  in  view,  n'^t 
only  to  provide  a  force  tor  defen-ive  but  oifen- 
sive  operations  ;  he  meant  th^.r  they  ought  to 
have  stated  the  means  they  meant  to  adopt  for 
recruiting  the  regular  army.  The  necessity  of 
filling  up  the  regiments  of  the  line,  v.-hich  h;;d 
excellent  and  experienced  officers,  was  gencr.lly 
admitted,  but  if  50,000  men  more  were  to  1  c 
taken  out  of  the  population  of  the  country  f r  r 
defensive  purposes  alone,  it  ought  to  be  stated 
how  the  regiments  of  the  line  were  to  be  filUd 
up  for  oftensive  operations.  For  his  own  p  rt, 
so  convinced  was  he  of  the  necessity  of  cen,- 
pleting  the  reeular  army,  that  he  would  concur 
in  any  measure,  however  strong,  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  would  even  have  recourse  for  balloting 
for  that  purpose,  if  it  could  not  be  done  by  boun- 
ties. His  great  objection  therefore  to  this  mea- 
sure was,  that  it  would  throw  the  greatest  im- 
pediments m  the  way  of  recruiting  for  the  line. 
It  had  been  admitted  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  could  not  be  raised  for  the  regulars  by 
bounties;  if  that  was  the  case,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  have  recourse  to  a  ballot,  and  it  would 
be  better  to  have  recourse  to  that  in  the  first  in- 
stance, than   after  50,000  men   load  been  taken 
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from  the  ponulation  of  ihe  country,  merely  for 
the  purposes  of  defence.  Every  body  concurred  in 
thinking  that  the  v/jroui^ht  lobe  carried  on  with 
Vigour,  and  certainly  the  beginningof  the  war  was 
the  time  for  vi.  orous  offensive  operotions,  before 
the  enemy  couid  have  time  to  secure  his  vuhier- 
able  poinis. 

Mr.  Sheridak  rose  to  deprecate  what  he 
considered  as  a  premature  discussion  upon  this 
bill-  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  more  invi- 
dious compariboni  or  acriinonioiis  Ian;L:uage  re- 
specting ihe  m:l:tia.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
on  ail  sides  would  occupy  themselves  only  in 
augmc'it  ny  ihe  means  of  defence  of  the  country; 
and  he  trusted  that  although  iliecomrnittec  which 
had  sat  upon  the  King's  Messsge  had  not  asked 
leave  to  bit  again,  yet  that  some  further  means 
of  defence  \voaKl  be  adopted.  He  could  not 
help  differing  from  iIvj  honourable  gentleman 
who  sp'.ke  la>t,  who  said  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  balloting  for  men  to  till  up  the  regi- 
ments of  the  line.  He  was  sure  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not,  upon  retiection,  think  of 
forcmp  men  into  the  regulars,  v/ho  would  then 
be  at  the  disposal  oi  the  Crown,  and  who  might 
be  scut  abroad  upon  any  service  that  was  thought 
proper.  The  case  was  very  different  as  far  as 
respecied  the  internal  defence  of  the  country. 
Every  man  was  bound  to  stand  forward  for  the 
defence  of  the  lourtry  in  case  cf  invasion,  at 
the  comiiiancl  of  the  Crown,  or  even  the  Sheriff; 
but  it  wotild  be  too  much  to  force  men  by  ballot 
into  the  regulars  to  serve  during  their  lives." 

Sir  G.  Heathcote  argued  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  strong  measures  of  defence,  and 
not  to  wait  till  the  enemy  h  d  landed.  As  to  th: 
rising  e?i  masse,  he  considered  it  as  nonsense. 
Jf  people  were  afiaid  to  meet  tlie  danger,  he 
should  have  but  a  gloomy  prospect  of  the  safety 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  VV.  Elliot  said,  his  principal  objection 
to  the  measure  was,  that  it  would  go  to  prevent 
the  establishment  of  a  large  regular  force.  This 
he  considered  as  necessary  for  the  future  safety 
of  the  country.  It  was  the  only  fo;  ce  that  \\a5 
fit  for  ofi''ensive  operations,  and  certainly  the  best 
for  defensive  ;  for  certainly  a  wcll-tiined  aggres- 
sion vv-as,  in  many  c;.ses,  the  best  means  of  de- 
fence. This  \yas  so  obvious,  and  so  generally 
aduiirred,  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
press  it  any  farther.  He  knew  ihr.t  this  country 
C'Hi'd  not  have  the  sainemllit  ry  force  that  an- 
otl'ier  country  of  e'^u.i!  p<  pnla  h  n  could  hue. 
1  lis  extent  of  her  navy  took  av,'ay  many  rocn 
fron-i  the  army,  besides  the  genera!  pio^peritv 
of  the  Country,  us  opuleiiCe,  and  the  e;.rent  ol 
its  manufactures,  were  n.wny  reasons  Avhv  its 
Ermy  could  not  be  rerrui'ed  1  ke  those  of  o.her 
countries.  But  he  thoujiht  the  experinunt  of 
recruiting  had  never  ftiriy  been  tried,  because 
whenever  they  tried  to  iet  a  large  force  for  the 
regular  army,  it  was  always  sure  to  be  connter- 
Bctcd  by  raising  a  large  force  also  fur  domestic 
Service  •  and  wiiile  tcri  guinras  bounty  ',V3S  given  I 


for  troops  of  the  line,  fifteen  guineas  at  least, 
and  sometiiTii-s  inore,  were  given  for  the  militia 
service  ;  so  that  the  people  of  this  countrv  were 
taught  to  look  for  large  bounties.  There  was  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion  about  the  militia.  He 
confessed  he  was  a  friend  to  the  principle  of  the 
militia,  and  was  afraid  there  was  a  shade  of 
dirf'erence  of  opinion  upon  this  point  between 
him  and  his  right  honourable  friend.  (Mr. 
W'indharn  seemed  to  indicate  by hismanner,  that 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  betv/eea 
them.)— 'I!e  was  glad  that  he  did  not  differ  from 
his  right  hcnourable  friend  ;  but  though  he  v/as 
a  friend  to  the  gc  neral  principle  of  the  militia,  he 
ccrt;iinly  never  would  have  consented  to  increase 
it  beyond  its  original  number  of  30,000  men.  Jt 
had  been  said,  that  70,000  men  might  be  raised 
in  this  way,  without  interfering  with  recruitings 
for  the  line  ;  he  admitted  this  m.ight  be  true,  if 
they  were  raised  by  ballot  ;  but  if  they  were 
raised  by  l^ouiuy.  it  certainly  would  interfere 
with  it.  He  trusted  that  the  government  would 
see  the  impropriety  cf  rahsing  men  for  a  limited 
time,  and  that  they  would  never  have  recourse 
to  the  practice  of  dr^ttlni;:.  He  was  of  op-nion 
that  v/e  ihould  at  last  beotliged  to  have  n  course 
to  balloting  to  liU  up  the  regiments  <,f  the  line, 
for  they  must  be  filled  up,  and  he  did  not  see 
that  it  would  be  productive  of  more  inconve- 
nience than  ihe  present  measure  The  safety  of 
the  country  would  be  risked,  if  they  did  not  meet 
an  ;nvadi;.g  enemy  with  the  best  force  tliat 
could  be  procured.  Thnt  tlie  militia  would  upoa 
that,  and  e\ery  occasion,  be  found  full  of  cou- 
rage and  of  emhusiasm,  he  had  no  doubt,  but  it 
certainly  would  be  necessary  to  mi.v  them  with 
a  very  large  proportion  of  regular  troops.  The 
case  of  America  had,  upon  a  former  occasion, 
been  ailuded  to,  and  it  was  said  that  the  Ameri- 
can militia  were  able  to  face  regular  troops ;  but 
the  case  of  America  was  extremely  different 
from  that  of  England.  In  AiT.erica  the  nature 
of  the  country  Wris  better  calculated  for  irregular 
troops.  That  the  Anierican  troops  were  very 
good  ones  after  three  rr  four  campaigns,  he  ad- 
mitted, and  so  would  the  militia  of  England  with 
the  same  e.vperience,  be  equal  to  any  veterans 
upon  earth,  though  he  confessed  he  should  be 
very  sorry  thn  they  should  be  taught  in  that 
manner.  Scotland  had  always  furnished  some  of 
the  best  and  bravest  troops  in  our  army,  and 
certainly  affn'dtd  the  best  means  of  recruiting 
from  the  existence  of  clanships,  &c.  but  in  order 
to  prevent,  as  it  were,  recruiting  in  that  coun- 
try,  a  militia  vvss  formed,  and  6000  men  were 
locked  up  in  it.  In  Ireland  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  a  lirgc  force  would  be  obtained,  and  by 
the  means  of  balloting,  thougii  they  were  told, 
sime  tiiTiC  ago.  that  balloting  in  that  country 
was  impracticable.  At  the  close  of  the  last  war^ 
the  iT;.litia  uf  Ireland  was  disbanded,  and  a  fen- 
cible  arirv  was  established,  but  it  was  not  to 
leave  Iielard  :  it  was  said,  indeed,  that  they 
would  volunteer  their  services  to  this  country, 
l">ut  he  had  raiiicr,  for  many  reasons,  that  it 
bhould  be  a  nni ter  cf  orJguial   stipulation,  ti?,an 
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of  voluntary  offer,  ^f  we  were  to  persist  in  ih's 
timid,  irresolute  system,  ag-iinst  an  enemy  who 
was  all  vigour  and  enterprize  ;  he  would  not  say 
Jhe  w  uld  despair,  becnise  he  hoped  such  a  sen- 
timent would  never  enter  his  breast,  but  he  con- 
fessed his  h  -pes  would  be  very  much  depressed. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  this  measure  was  not 
brought  forward  at  a  much  earlier  period.  Mi- 
nisters ought  to  have  been  prepared  in  March, 
when  the  K-ing's  JMessagc  v/as  brought  forward  ; 
they  ought  lo  have  begun  to  prepare  in  Novem- 
ber, when  they  detected  ihe  military  spies  who 
were  sent  into  the  country  ;  they  cught  to  h;ve 
teen  preparing  in  •'.'eceniber,  mstcaU  of  amus- 
ing the  Public  with  delusive  accounts  ot  the  state 
of  the  finance,  anii  holding  out  prospects  of  a  re- 
duced peace  establishment.  I'hey  ought,  in  shr>rt, 
to  iiavt  been  preparing  ever  since  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  for  it  appeared  by  his  Majesty's  'decla- 
ration, that  from  that  time  the  conduct  of  France 
had  been  one  series  of  insult  and  violence.  He 
concludf-d  wi'h  expressing  his  dis^pprobTtion  of 
the  present  nieasure,  for  the  reason  he  h^d  al- 
ready ^ti  ^d.  and  because  it  seemed  as  if  mini- 
ters  were  determined  to  tread  back  the  errors 
which  had  prevailed  in  our  military  system. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  he  did  en- 
tertain the  hope  that  gentlemen  would  have  de- 
layed the  discussion  upon  this  bill  till  it  was  fair- 
ly before  the  H(iuse  ;  if  th^.t  course  had  been 
adopted,  much  discussion  would  liave  been  avoid- 
ed, because  if  they  had  seen  the  bill,  they  would 
Jiave  seen  that  there  was  no  f  lundation  for  many 
of  the  objections  which  had  been  made.  lie  ad- 
mitted, that  gentlemen  were  justified,  if  tliey 
thought  proper,  in  discussing  the  bill  in  this 
Etage.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
spoken  last,  hid  spoken  of  treading  back  our  for- 
mer errors,  but  how  this  measure,  which  was  new 
in  its  principle' and  unprecedented  in  its  extent, 
could  be  called  treading  back  our  former  errors, 
he  could  not  conceive.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  also  complained  that  this  plan  was  ill- 
timed,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  been  produced 
sooner.  Upon  this  point  he  did  not  thiLk  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  borne  out  by 
his  Majesty's  Declaration,  but  he  contended, 
that  ever  since  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  every  measure  Ind  been  adopt- 
ed, consistent  with  the  practice  of  th.'s  country, 
to  keep  the  army  and  the  navy  upon  a  large  esta- 
blishnienr.  It  was  open  to  the  honourable  gen- 
leman  who  spoke  last  and  his  friends,  to  come 
forward  last  session,  and  to  have  declared  their 
sentiments,  if  they  did  not  thit.k  ministers  were 
doing  enough  for  the  security  of  the  country. 
He  now  came  to  those  observatiins  which  had 
been  made  respecting  ibc  advantage  <.f  a  tegular 
army.  Nobody,  he  believed,  ever  asserted  that 
a  regular  army  was  not  the  best ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  h^mself  stated  the  reasons 
why  we  could  not  have  as  large  a  regular  army 
as  other  countries  of  equal  population.  The  in- 
sular situation  of  the  country,  its  civil  and  com- 
mercial  occupation,  its   opulence,    the  circum- 


stance of  our  uot  having  any  internal  war  for 
above  a  century  ;  tliese  v\ere  all  reisons  why  we 
could  not  ha'c  so  large  a  regidar  army  as  other 
countries.  Tiie  honourable  gentleman  had  said, 
that  the  recruiting  service  had  not  been  fair.'y 
tried,  totltis  he  could  only  say,  that  the  contrary 
was  the  fact.  The  hon.  gentleman  seemeil  ti> 
think  that  it  was  a  coin  petition  of  bounties  that 
kept  men  from  the  regular  service  :  this  he  de- 
nied. It  was  not  money  that  got  soldiers  for 
the  regular  service  :  men  enlisted  for  many 
reasons,  some  because  they  wanted  to  go  abroad, 
some  because  they  wished  to  change  their  situa- 
tion ;  in  short  tiiey  enlisted  for  many  reasons 
beside  that  of  money.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
vear  the  number  of  recruits  obtained  for  the 
army  was  equal  to  the  average  number  gene- 
rally obtained,  and  in  the  last  5  or  G  months,  the 
number  had  been  greater,  although  the  recruiting 
for  the  niilitia  wis  also  going  on.  The  recruit- 
ing for  the  army  was  now  going  on  sticcessfidly 
(Mr.  Elliot  shook  his  head.)  1  he  hon.  gent, 
seemed  to  deny  th^t  proposition,  but  as  Ur  as 
he  was  r.ble  to  judge,  his  assertion  was  correct- 
The  number  of  men  new  procured  was  upon 
an  average  as  great  as  had  been  procured  since 
the  treaty  of  peace,  that  is  to  say,  from  1000  to 
1200  men  per  month.  But  it  was  obvious  that 
if  a  larger  f.Tce  was  immedi-itely  necessary,  such 
a  force  could  not  be  collected  in  that  manner, and 
that  recourse  must  be  had  to  some  other  means. 
It  had  been  said  that  we  had  not  h;d  recourse 
to  the  measures  that  were  adopted  last  war  :  he 
had  the  highest  respect,  and  even  veneration, 
for  the  administration  of  that  time,  but  still  he 
could  not  aprove  of  all  the  measures  which  were 
then  adopted.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then  ad- 
verted t.)  the  state  of  the  army  at  d;fFerent  pe- 
riods of  the  last  war,  particularly  in  1796,  and 
contended  that  it  was  such  as  ought  not  to  in- 
duce gentlemen  to  advise  the  adoption  of  a 
similar  system.  The  question  now  was  simplj 
this,  what  ought  we  to  do  at  the  present  time, 
and  under  the  present  circumstances  i'  We  had 
a  verv  large  army  on  foot,  but  at  the  same  tiine 
we  were  hard  pressed  on  mmy  points  :  it  vi-ass 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  large  force  should  be 
raised,  and  he  denied  that  they  could  be  raised 
by  recruiting,  in  the  time  which  Wds  necessary. 
But  it  was  s-iid  this  was  merely  a  defensive  sys- 
teiTi,  and  it  was  recommended  to  ballot  for  the 
army.  Upon  this  point  he  agreed  w.ih  an  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan),  and  should  oppose  such, 
a  measure  upon  every  constitutional  principle. 
Every  man  was  bound  to  stand  forward  in 
defence  of  the  country  in  time  of  danger,  that 
was  the  principle  upon  which  the  militia  W3$ 
founded,  and  upon  which  this  measure  was 
founded.  He  should  therefore  object  to  the 
plan  which  had  been  suggested,  because  it  was 
not  regular,  and  because  it  was  not  constitu- 
tional. There  was  one  thing  he  was  sorry  he 
did  not  mention,  when  he  was  opening  th'« 
mea.ure  to  the  House,  as  it  might  have  taken 
away  seme  of  the  objeftions  which  he  liad 
made    to    this    plan  j    he    meant    the   power 
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which  was  to  be  given  to  rricn  to  enlist  volun- 
tarily from  this  f^rce  into  the  reguhirs.  It  ap- 
peared 10  him  not  to  be  necessary  to  introduce 
a  clause  in  the  b:ll  for  that  purpose,  because  if 
there  was  no  chuse  to  prevent  it,  as  there  was 
in  the  militia  laws,  the  mea  would  of  course  be 
allowed  to  volunteer  into  the  regulars.  If,  how- 
ever, the  House  was  cf  opinion  ihnt  such  a 
clause  ought  to  be  introduced,  he  had  lu  ob- 
jection. The  ho-n.  ^tnt.  seemed  to  consider 
Scotland  as  t!:e  o^fficina  milituri,  and  had 
contended  thit  the  establishment  rf  a  militia 
system  there  had  prevented  recruiting  ;  but  he 
bhould  recollect  that  the  growing  prosperity  of 
that  country,  operated  as  strongly  against  re- 
cruiting as  in  England.  The  h-Jn  gent,  should 
also  recollect,  that  many  of  the  Scotch  lii^hi'an- 
dcis  were  furnished  by  London,  and  that  there 
were  perhaps  as  many  English  and  Irish  as 
Scotch  in  these  regiments.  He  v.ou'd  r.ot  n:;w 
take  up  more  of  tfie  time  of  the  llo'.ise,  he 
hoped  they  would  omsidcr  this  Bill,  as  the  be-.t 
that  could  be  adopted  to  raise  the  greatest  nuni- 
\tx  of  men  in  the  shortest  time. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  he  certainly  viev/cd  the  ques- 
tion in  a  very  different  priint  of  ■viev/  from  the 
Pion.  Gent,  who  spoke  laf}  but  one;  indeed  it  was 
rlnioft  pieciscly  upon  t!\'<'ic  vciy  point?  upon 
vdiich  the  tlon.  Gent,  and  his  Iricnds  onpoeeil 
th's  mea'^ure  that  lie  gave  his  a-sent  to  its  ger.e- 
ral  r-\ii:ciple,  ::u!-je61:  to  those  ir.iprovements  which 
might  be  adopted  v>.hcn  it  can^e  into  a  committee. 
In  f;is  general  ;Hppiobation  of  the  pilnciple  ot  this 
bill,  he  was  the  more  confiimed  by  wiiat  had  fal- 
len from  his  Rt.  Hon.  Fiiend  who  had  ju^t  sat 
down,  pariicn'arly  in  the  latter  part  of  liii  speech. 
He  considered  this  bdl  as  bci:v,;  tliat  which  ap- 
peared to  liini  tofuinish  tiic  iiiofi  piompt  and 
etlicaciou-  method  of  prov!(Jui>^  for  that  wiiich  he 
considered  as  our  tirft  v.mt,  a  lar^e  defensive 
force,  and  as  laving  th.e  only  sure  loundation  of 
givinc;  us,  within  a  reasonable  time,  that  which  he 
considered  as  necessity  in  the  progress  of  the  war, 
he  meant  the  possession  of  a  disposable  force,  to 
enable  us  to  take  advautnge  of  ^nv  opening  that 
niigiit  occur  (.•>  a<fl  oftcnsiveiy  again!'!  the  enemy. 
If,  however,  he  was  asked,  vjl;ich  f)f  these  two  oh- 
jctls  he  wished  to  see  fiift  acr ompli^Ii- d,  he  would 
reply,  with  great  ^iiV"nission  to  ihi/se  who  seemed 
to  have  excluded  eveiy  other  con:-id-ration  from 
their  minds  hut  that  of  oflensive  warfare,  that  al- 
th  iugh  he  wished,  as  much  as  any  man,  to  sec  the 
sp  r!t  of  the  country  rai:sd  ;  though  he  wished  nor 
cvily  to  see  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  repelled, 
but  his  presumption  chafti^cd,  and  his  power  re- 
duced, yet  he  niufi  say,  that  at  t-uch  a  moment  as 
the  piesent,  we  muft  take  counsel  from  p'udtnce, 
aj  well  as  Iroiu  spirit  ;  our  firft  objucV,  ought  to 
be  that  of  delcnding  ourselves,  betore  we  concur- 
red in  the  plans  of  those  Hon.  Gent,  for  inllidb- 
i.,g  vengeance  for  the  aggressions  and  insults 
•which  we  had  suftained.  If  wc  were  so  romantic 
as  to  say,  that  the  obtaining  a  defensive  force, 
which  would  be  sufficient  to  disappoint  the  proud 
fipeitdtionn  of  the  enemy,  was  a  consideration  be-  j 
low  our  notice,  if  to  ensure  our  safety  againfl  an 
enemy  vvho  had  conqueied,  terrified,  and  oppress- 
ed one  half  of  Europe,  was  £.  task  too  humble  for 


us  to  (loop  to  ;  if  it  was  th.ought  that  we  had  bet- 
ter add  to  the  liil:  of  his  vidtims,  if  we  could  not  be 
enrolled  as  his  conqueiors;  if  gentlemen  carried 
their  sentiments  of  heroism  to  that  extent,  they 
would  certainly  be  juffitied  in  opposing  this  Bill  ; 
but  he  confessed  such  were  not  his  sentiments. 
He  tliereJore  begged  leave  to  ftate,  that  without 
renouncing  aiSlive  and  ofTeasive  operations  in  due 
time,  he  \\as  content  to  see  tiiat  vigorous  efToris 
were  now  made  to  ensure  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. Nay,  he  would  go  further  and  would  say, 
that  if  he  could  not  otherwise  provide  for  the  ef- 
fedhuai  security  of  these  kingdoms,  he  woidd  do  it 
even  at  the  coft  of  all  oflenstve  operations  for  the 
future.  I'hei efore,  if  this  alternative  was  nut  to 
him,  you  cannot  in  two  months  provide  a  regular 
aimy  tot  general  service,  but  you  can  in  that  time 
provide  a  toice  ampiv  sulVicient  for  the  defence  of 
this  Island,  he  would  without  hesitation  ad  ipt  it  ; 
he  would  make  this  Island  a  proud  exemption 
ff:'m  the  sh.ameand  oppression  wiiich  overivhelm- 
ed  the  Ccntinent,  rather  than  prematurely  indulge 
in  plans  oi  ofTecsive  oper,*i!ons.  Whatever  was 
the  iii;::ibti  cf  our  forces  ndw,  (and  he  believed  it 
was  luoie  tiian  double  what  we  ever  had  at  the 
com.mr  ncemeiit  cf  a  war),  if  we  wanted  to  add  to 
that  foice  100,000  or  120,000  men  tf)  secure  the 
de.'encc  of  these  kingdoni=,  and  if  that  number  of 
men  could  be  obtained  for  limited,  th''ugh  not  fcr 
geneial  service,  and  if  we  should  at  the  same  time 
have  luin  tlircaicning  us  at  our  very  doors,  he 
would  railier  submit  to  wiiat  some  gentlemen  cor.- 
sidiied  as  degrading  concessions,  and  make  our 
internal  secuiity  our  firit,  though  our  only  objedl. 
He,  however,  by  no  means  admitted  that  the  mea- 
sures which  weie  now  proposed  to  be  adopted  as 
the  means  of  safety  were  such  as  would  prevent 
us,  when  the  opportunity  occurred,  from  adlive 
ufTciisive  operations.  He  said  this  upon  the  befl 
consideration  that  lie  w:-:s  :\''At  to  g've  t;:e  subjeeif, 
and  it  was  one  ro  v.-liich  he  h:.  :  iiof  now  turned 
his  mind  for  the  tint  tiue.  but  one  upon  which  he 
had  e'ceply  and  maturely  reflccled.  He  would  not 
n.;w  (ijtei  into  any  discus.i(in  upon  the  (la  e  of 
the  aim\  laft  war,  or  upon  the  nieans  by  which  it 
had  been  recruited,  aldicugh  that  was  a  sul  jccfl; 
nhich  appeared  to  be  completely  misundeiflood 
by  nraiiy  gentlemen,  and  even  by  liis  Rt.  Hon. 
Fr'end  w  lio  .-poke  1  .If.  I'ut  withcut  tirering  into 
t'lat  at  pte.^cnt,  he  w^s  'f  opinion  that,  even  Irom 
the  I'atcment  of  those  gentlemen  tliem^^elves,  the 
measure  now  proposed, and  those  which  might  na- 
turally be  engrafted  uprm  it,  was  the  befl:  that 
couid  be  adopted  under  the  present  circumllanccs, 
even  for  raising  a  force  for  general  service.  If 
then  we  had  two  objeefts  to  obtain,  the  fiiftof 
which  was  to  ensure  our  safety  ;  and  secondly, 
that  cf  beii  g  Ilrong  and  active  for  offensive  war- 
faie  :  if  tl.eie  was  but  one  way  of  attaining  the 
lirft  objeii't,  viz.  that  of  t,  king  a  large  force  for 
limited  service,  and  If  that  could  be  shewn  to  be 
the  bed  mo>.e  of  colleiSting  a  large  offensive  force, 
he  should  desire  to  know  what  more  could  be  ne- 
cessary to  recom.mend  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure now  before  the  House  ?  The  H  luse  was  not 
called  upon  to  adopt  it  in  all  its  details,  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  they  approved  so  much  of  the 
outline  as  to  go  into  a  committee  upon  it.  He 
contended,  that  unless  you  meant  to  begin  with 
a  proposition,  which  appeared  prepolterous  ;  un- 
less they  agreed  v.ith  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
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Windham),  that  we  ought  to  have  no  militia  at 
all.      He  admitted,   indeed,    that    his    Rt.    Hon. 
Friend  seemed  to  indicate  that  such  was  not  his 
opinion;   but  he  was  excusable  in  supposing  .^uch 
were  the  sentiments  of  hi,  Ri.  Hon.  Fiicud,   when 
even  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  EHiot)  who  not  only 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  his  speeches  in  public, 
but  had  the  advantage  of  knowinjj  his  sentiments 
in  private,  seemed  to  think  there  Avas  a  shade  ot 
difference  of  opinion  between  them.     Btitiftl-ic 
HoMse  were  to  agree  with  those  Hon.  Gent,  cither 
that  we  were  to  have  no  militia  at  all,  or  only  a 
militia  of  ;o,ooo  men  ;   if  we  were  now  to  disband 
our  large  militia  eflablibhment,  he   begged  leave 
to  ask,  if  gentlemen  were  aware  what  m'glu  hap- 
pen to  us  in  the  thiee  or  four  months   which   we 
siiould  take    to  turn  our  militia   into  a  regular 
army,  unless  we  were  to   adopt   the  very  syffem 
which  was   now  proposed.     There  must  certainly 
subsist  a  certain  degree  of  competition   between 
the  militia  and  the  army,   and  the  cllablishment 
of  a  large  militia  force  mud  necessarily  obftrutEl 
the  recruiting  for  the  army  :   this  was  a  proposi- 
tion which  he  was  ready  to  admit ;   but  this  could 
not  have  escaped  those  by  whom  the  militia  vvas 
firft  eltablished,  and  those  by  ^vhom  the  various 
laws  respciSting  the  militia   had  since  been  pro- 
posed during  a  period  of  moie  than  40  years.     It 
^  vvas  said,  that  the  eflablishmeiit  of  a  militia  was 
incompatible  with    our  being  a  militarv  C(;untiy, 
and  with  our  possessing  tiie  means  of  offensive 
operations.     But  before  the  House  acquiesced  in 
these  propositions,   he  begged  them  to  recolJecb 
when  it  was   that   the  miiitia   syllem   was    intro- 
duced,  and  to  see  whether  it  was  then  such  an 
impediment  to   the  recruiting  of  the  army  :   whe- 
ther it  did  then   So  effeiftually  damp  tiie  military 
spirit  of  the  country  r    It  was  intioduced  at  a  pe- 
riod to  which  we  should  be  refeired  (with  the  ex- 
ception only  of  the  glorious  wars  of  Marlborough) 
at   that   period  of  our  hiftory,   in  which  we  had 
embarked  the  deepelt  in  continental  connexion. 
In  which  our  army  was  pushed  to  its  utmoft  ex- 
tent, and  when  the  genera*  syftem  of  this  country 
bore  more   a  cliaractei  of  vigorous  and  o'Jensive 
warfare  than  it  had  ever  done.     He  was  therefore 
not  a  little  surprised  when  he  heard  it  gravely  as- 
serted that  the  exiftence  ot    a  large  militia  !'jrce 
was   incompatible  with  the  exiftence  of  a  large 
military  force,  and  dtftruftive  to  t!ie  military  spi- 
rit of  the  country.     But  it  was  admitted,  even   by 
those  gentlemen,  that  this  was  a  c]iiestion  of  de- 
gree, and  it   was  Hated  by  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Windham)   that  all  species  of  the  force  of 
this  country  were  good  in  their  difTerent  degrees. 
Now  if  it  was  admitted  that  the  militia,   to  the 
extent  of  30,000  men  was  good  in  its  kind,  and  if 
that  force  was  coni.idired  as  necessary  f.jrty  years 
ago,  those  Hon.  Gen?,  would  admit  that  under  the 
present   circumflanccs,    a    larger   force  of    every 
kind  was  necessary,  and  if  we  wanted   30,000  for 
the  militia  then,  we  wanted  a  much  larger  force 
now.     It  muft  be  obvinis  to  every  mai)  wiio  con- 
sidered the  events  whlclr  hdd  otcuirtd  fjr  the  lafl 
few  years  in  Europe,  tint  the  ntcc-sity  for  a  de- 
fensive  foice  was   augmented  in   a   much   larger 
proportion   than  our    necessity  for   an   offensive 
force,  because  it  could  not    b-;  imagined  tiiat  the 
iorce  which  we  sliould  wa:u   to   cany  on  the  war 
abroad,  would  be  equal  to   tliat  which   we  should 
want  for  the  purp(.'>e  of   <!efeiice  at   home.     The 
^'art  ia   wbiwh   tiic  pre<.vurc  haJ   molt   increased 
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was  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  not  excluHing  at 
the  same  time  the  means  of  offence.     He  should 
therefore  think  that   it  was  no  objeti^ion   to   this 
measure,  that  it  left  us  ihc  means  of  offence  equal 
to  those  possessed  by  our  anccltors.     He  was  Itill 
ready  to  admit,   that  if  we  could   procure,   with 
equal  facility  and  promptitude,  a  large  force  for 
genera!  service,  it  certainly  would  be  more  desira- 
ble than  a  force  for  limited  service.     He  admitted 
that  a  force  that  had  seen  a   great   deal  of  service 
abroad,   where   the  othcers   had  obtained  ski'l  iiy 
long   service,    and   where    the    troops    had   been 
sharers  in   the  labour  and  glories  of  the  officers, 
where  they  had  obtained  that   which  no  general 
rules   of  discipline   could   inculcate,    and    which 
could  be  learnt  in  no  other  school,  li<;  admitted, 
that  such  a  force  would  be  the  befl,   both  for  the 
(HUposes  of  offence  and  defence,     but  if  the  plan 
which   had    been   sugsjefted  was    adopted,    if  you 
were  to  ballot  men  tor  general  service,  did  gentle- 
men suppose  that  in  balloting  for  men  you  could 
also  ballot  for   skill  and  experience;   if  you  took 
men  from  the  loom  and  the  plough,    was  it  to  be 
imagined  that  the  mere  eircumftance  of  their  go- 
ing into  tile  rcyulars  would  at  once  convert  them 
into  experienced  and  disciplined  soldiers  .■'    if  you 
were  now  to  ballot  for  men  for  general   service, 
did  any  man   suppose  that  in  the  couise  of  this 
year  they  wauld  be  more  experr,  more  disciplined, 
or  more.ht  to  meet  tlie  troops  of  Buonaparte  than 
tiicy  Would  be  if  raised  under  the  plan   now  pro- 
posed for  limited   service  ?    If  indeed  Buonaparti-i 
could  be  prevailed   upon  to   enter  into  a   kind  of 
cartel  with  yon,  not  to  attack  you   at  liome  until 
your  new  levies  had  acquired  experience  and  dis- 
cipline abroad,  he  admitted  the  suggeftions  of  the 
Hon.  Gent,  tjught  to    be  attended  to,   but  as  that 
wa:>  not  likely  to  be  tlie  case,  he  tlioaght  the  pre- 
sent plan  v.'as  the  inoff  eligible  chat  could  be  de- 
vised.    If  there  were  not  means  attached  to  this 
bill  for  niaking  the  force  now  proposed  to  be  rais- 
ed auxiliary  to   the  general  army,  it  would  be  aa 
objection  in  his  mind,  and  lie  was  of  opinion  that 
an  affirmative  clause  ought  to   be  introduced  into 
the  bill  upon  that  subject. — Unless  it  was  deter- 
mined to  dellioy  the  militia  altogether,  ihtie  nnift' 
be  a  com.petition  not  only  of  men  but  of  bountie«. 
If  this  force  was  once  raised,  and  if  115,000  mea. 
were  wanted  for  the  army  by  the  end  ot  this  year,.. 
woul-i   any  man  doubt,  after  the  experience  .they 
had  had  of  the  militia  last  v/ar,  t'lat  there  would 
be   ary   ddTicul'y   in  obtaining  them  voluntarily  J 
The  men  who  served  in  the  militia  would  have  no 
inducement  to   enter  into   the  regulars,  (rut  tint 
feeling  which  belonged   to   them  in  coD^mim  with 
every  other  good  subject  :  they  had  besides  srrorg 
feelings  to  attach   thtm  to   their   own  legiments,, 
iind   iie  knew  tliat   the  officers  of  the  mili;ia  felt 
a  great  rciuctar.ce  that  their  men  should  enlist  ia 
the  regi'lais.      His   ojjinion    there'oic   of  the   re- 
sources  tint  were  to  be  obtained  from  this   new  . 
force  for  the  legulais,   was  not   a   matter  of  con- 
jecture, b'Jt  of  certainty,  from  the  expeiiecce  we 
had   ahcady  iiad   upon  tlie  subjttfl.     Having  said 
so  much  on    the  general  ontbne  of  this   ir.easuic, 
he  would  glance  at  a  point  which  had  been  stated 
on    a    former  occasion;    he  meant   that    of    the 
pover  to  rccruft  from  any  torps  raise.1  !or  u  defi- 
nite purpose,    wdiich  might,   ir   carried   to   a  gicac 
extent,   render  it  useless,  by  undciminiug  its   dis- 
cipline:  that  waj  an  obs;rvati();i    which  init'Ii'  l^ 
very  tr.uc,  and  would  i;a.ve  j^rcat  ioi'ce,   it  ti.e  vf- 
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cruiting  ■wa';  allowed  to  be  carried  on  at  all  times, 
and  indiscriminately  by  all  partieb  and  descrip- 
tion?, and  more  particularly  so  if  thai  flagitious 
syflcm,  known  under  the  name  of  Crimping,  was 
to  go  on  ;  but  all  these  ohjetflions,  or  at  lealc 
nioR  of  them,  wou'd  be  done  away,  il'  we  recruit- 
ed on  given  d.iys  of  niusler,  in  which  a  regiment 
V2S  called  over,  and  then  oOme  weie  immedidtcl y 
allowed  to  declare  themselves  for  general  service  ; 
in  that  way  wc  might  have  twice  or  three  times 
more  than  we  wanted  ;  and  it  should  be  lett  to 
the  officers  who  should  have  the  privilege  of  do- 
ing so,  and  then,  he  h.id  no  doubt  but  the  result 
would  be  such  as  lie  iiad  ftatcd.  He  saw  no  ne- 
cessity of  Hating  long  bciorehand,  the  time  when 
this  recruitinr;  was  to  take  place;  it  should  be 
left  to  his  Vlaiesty  to  declare  the  time  and  places 
where  it  should  lake  place,  a  fortnight  before- 
hand, and  it  migiit  be  provided  that  no  more 
than  a  given  number  should  be  taken  wiihin 
the  year.  By  this  no  soldier  would  know 
when  he  would  be  taken  froni  his  officer,  under 
whose  command  he  was  serving,  so  that  he 
■would  have  all  the  inducements  of  his  pro- 
fession to  be  steady  in  the  dis'-haige  of  his 
duty.  Bv  these  means  he  thought  that  the  ob- 
jeAion  to  recruiting  from  one  corps  into  another, 
on  the  score  of  the  bad  tfi'cA  ic  had  upon  disei- 
pline,  would  be  obviated.  He  thought  this  obser- 
vation grew  out  of  the  proposition  he  liid  flatcd 
upon  this  subjcci,  and  that  it  was  a  more  ready 
mod.-,  and  would  be  mote  eiTeclual  in  its  execu- 
tion for  recruiting  f  r  the  general  service,  than 
tliat  which  his  right  hon.  friend  would  build  on 
the  dclhuclion  o:  the  Militia.  He  thought  the 
matter  of  bounty  which  would  attend  this,  com- 
paratively of  less  consefjuencc.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  it  was  no  burthen  on  tlie  country,  and  he 
thought  the  Bill  should  be  framed  as  well  as  it 
could  to  keep  down  the  price  of  subftitutes  ;  but 
as  to  recruitinv;  the  army,  he  wished  to  see  that 
effecfted  by  moderate  bounties.  At  the  same  time, 
as  he  ftated  on  a  former  occ.ision,  it  it  should  ap- 
pear doubtful  whet'ier  any  charge  imposed  by  way 
of  commutation  WDuId  be  sufficient  to  ensure  a 
produdlion  of  efficient  service,  that  was  to  say, 
the  ctrtainty  of  a  subllitute  for  the  person  drawn, 
some  other  measure  than  a  commutation  should 
be  resorted  to  ;  and  to  speak  plainly,  he  had  great 
doubt  v/hetlier  the  syfiem  of  pecuniary  compen- 
sation tor  non-service  should  be  adopted  at  all: 
whether  any  sum  of  monev  wb.atever  should  be 
taken  inftead  of  service,  either  by  th.e  peison  on 
whom  the  lot  fell,  or  by  Ids  subftitute  ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  that  every  man  draw.n  shall  either  serve 
personally,  or  provide  a  sui  ftituie.  At  the  same 
tin-.e,  he  should  wish  to  avoid  as  much  measures 
that  might  be  thought  unnecessarily  strong,  but 
to  decline  nothing  vhat  w:<s  le^illy  necessary,  and 
with  this  sentiment  bethought  we  sliould  follow 
the  principle  of  the  Militi.i  Law,  and  he  would 
add,  that  a  great  part  of  the  merit  oT  the  present 
plan  consifted  in  its  simplicity  ;  it  was  that  ot 
raising  a  number  of  men  out  of  the  community  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  ir,  and  doing  that  in  a 
way  that  was  known  to  that  conimuniiy,  and  to 
which  they  had  on  no  former  occasion  o'^jeifled  ; 
and  aiso  r.-dsing  officers  to  inftruifl:  and  command 
them  in  a  way  that  had  been  partly  tried  and  ap- 
proved of,  because  indeed,  the  body  when  raised 
could  not  be  otherwise  officered.  He  ihought  it 
desirable  that  we  should  adopt  this!  measure  with- 


out any  hesitation ;  neither  could  it  he  objedlcd 
to  on  the  score  of  novelty,  for  novelty  in  principle 
it  had  none,  either  in  the  manner  of  raising  the 
men,  or  in  the  burthen  to  be  call  upon  the  coun- 
try in  con.equencc  of  it;  and  he  thought  highly 
indeed  on  the  advantages  it  would  produce  to  the 
country.  It,  hovj-cvcr,  it  should  be  deemed  pru- 
dent to  admit  of  a  pecuniary  penalty  for  non-ser- 
vice, or  of  providing  a  subilitute,  it  should  be  ua» 
der  some  modifications.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
declare  that  he  should  prefer  a  positive  enacStiT.ent 
that  every  person  ballotted  should  either  person- 
ally serve  or  provide  a  subditule  ;  but  if  it  should 
be  deemed  expedient  to  allow  a  pecuniary  com- 
pensation to  be  given  inftead  of  either,  he  should 
propose  some  alteration  in  the  present  plan  in 
that  particular.  He  ihould  propose,  that  if  a  per- 
son ballotted  neither  offered  to  serve  in  person, 
nor  pro<Jnced  a  subkitute,  that  then  the  pecuniary 
compensation  should  be  equal  to  the  rank,  order, 
and  degree  in  life  ot  the  person  balloited.  He 
knew  it  might  be  said  this  was  only  raising  a  re- 
venue, and  that  it  was  not  money  hut  men  we 
wanted;  he  admitted  the  truth  of  that  observa- 
tion, but  it  was  open  to  this  answer,  that  if  /'^to 
were  the  penalty,  the  mass  of  society  would  think 
it  enougli  for  each  ind'vidual,  and  many  of  them 
would  on  that  sum  either  serve  or  provide  a  sub- 
rtitnte,  and  so  the  objtdt  of  the  Bill,  v/ould,  witlj 
regard  to  the  mass  of  the  public,  be  answered  ;  for 
it  was  out  of  ihem,  after  all,  our  army  mull  be 
made  up,  and  their  failing  to  produce  a  subftitutc 
would  compel  them  to  serve,  and  this  would  be 
evidence  of  the  difficulty  of  commuting  .service 
for  a  small  sum.  But  the  sum  cf  ^fzo  would  be 
nothing  to  persons  of  high  condition  :  would  an- 
swer no  purpose,  but  be  t!ie  very  thing  they  would 
want;  they  would  pay  the  sum  cheerfully,  and 
they  would  not  in  the  Icall  degree  intereft  tliem- 
selves  in  procuring  men  for  the  service;  the  sum. 
therefore  which  thty  should  b;  called  upon  to 
contribute,  should  bear  a  proportion  to  the  rank 
and  flation  of  the  party  ballotted,  so  as  to  make  h 
his  interefl  to  use  his  influence,  to  procure  a  sub- 
ftitutc. The  advantage  of  this  diftinc^ion  would 
be,  that  every  man  of  fortune  who  should  happen 
to  be  ballotted,  was  turned  into  a  sort  of  recruit- 
lag  officer  in  the  service  to  save  his  purse,  but  if 
the  sum  was  moderate,  lie  would  sooner  pay  it 
than  to  g've  iiimstll  any  trouble.  Undoubtedly,, 
then,  if  the  sum  was  moderate,  it  would  not  an- 
swer the  purpose  whic'.i  all  of  us  had  in  view,  tiie 
raising  speedily  a  large  body  of  men.  The  sum 
should  be  ^luh,  then,  as  to  quicken  ihc  iudufliy 
of  persons  of  the  higher  rank  to  procure  men.  He 
begged  p.irdon  for  thus  detaining;  the  House  upon 
these  points,  because  they  were  more  fit  for  a  com- 
mittee, but  that  he  wished  moft  of  all  to  press 
upon  the  House,  was  th>.t  v/e  v.'cre  all  agietd  in 
the  necessity  of  augmenting  our  force.  He  believ- 
ed the  House  was  veiy  generally  ready  to  adopt 
tire  plan  of  his  tight  hon.  friend  (the  becretary  at 
War,)  and  also  to  adcrpt  the  sentiment  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr,  Windham),  which  was,  that  we 
ought  to  make  use  of  all  the  means  in  our 
power  to  increase  our  force  for  general  ser- 
vice; and  also  tint  we  sliould  raise  flill  mors 
temporary  force  for  any  emcigency  that  may  arise. 
He  knew  the  v.armtli  and  r.obie  atdour  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  V\  indhani).  He  knew  that 
no  one  burned  moie  than  he  did  with  enthii'.i- 
astlc  zeal  and  disinterested  patiiotism.    He  knew 
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there  was  no  sacrifice  either  in  fortune  or  in 
person,  which  he  was  not  pcrfi(£l:ly  ready  to 
niake  for  the  service  of  his  country,  either  to 
preserve  its  rights  fit  horae,  or  to  vindicate  iis 
glory  abroad,  in  any  way  that  might  be  deemed 
most  useful,  perhaps  to  retrieve  the  loft  cli- 
rai1:er  of  a  greit  p^rt  of  Europe,  if  it  5.hould  be 
Hi'^posed  at  any  time  to  change  its  present  des- 
perate situation.  Thnse  powers,  if  they  were 
not  loft  to  ail  sen-^e  of  their  si;uation,  would  find 
an  oppiirtuniry  of  recovering  their  honour.  But 
he  trusted,  that  no  zeal  on  that  account,  upon 
objet^ts  which  were  at  present  out  of  our  reach, 
■would  induce  his  right  hon.  friend  to  ohflrucl  a 
measure  vhich  was  calculated  for  our  imrriediate 
defence.  He  knew  the  feelings  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  to  be  as  much  alive  as  those  of  any  hu- 
man being  for  rhe  true  interests  of  his  country  ; 
and  if  he  still  pppos^ed  this  measure,  it  mufl:  be 
because  he  still  remained  unconvinced  that  the 
bill  would  have  the  efFcdl  which  was  expecTted 
from  it^  He  should,  indeed,  be  sorry  to  differ  from 
his  right  hon.  fridid,  upon  this  moft  important 
measure,  intended  for  the  safety  of  the  state,  yet 
he  h^d  this  coniolation,  that  however  wiiely  his 
right  hon.  friend  and  himself  difFered  in  their 
rotes  upon  the  prestnt  measure,  yet  they  agreed 
exadliy  in  their  sentiments. 

Mr.  ^^■rNDIIAM  proceeded  to  consider  the  difFe- 
rent  points  which  had  been  stated  in  support  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  House.  He  said  that  if 
he  remained  still  unconvinced  of  the  propriety 
of  this  measure,  it  was  not  owing  to  the  Avant  of 
clearness  of  tie  ttaiement  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Pitt)  in  thesupport  of  it.  There  was  in  ad- 
dition to  tlie  advantage  which  the  measure  it- 
self received  from  the  abilities  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  another  advantage,  and  that  was  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  opponents  of  the  hill,  for  he  had 
stated  the  subjecfl  so  clearly  that  those  who  dif- 
fered from  him  h?.d  their  way  cleared  before  them 
and  their  labour  shortened,  since  he  had  brougiit 
into  one  view  every  point  tint  had  a  bearing  ups'a 
the  subjetTt. — There  were  two  leading  points  ta  be 
considered  upon  this  occasion  :  What  were  the 
best  means  for  our  defence,  and  what  were  the 
best  means  of  prosecufing  the  var  with  vigour  ? 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  misconceived  his  idea  of 
the  present  case  ;  that  while  we  v/ere  looking 
forward  towards  our  safety,  he  was  considering 
other  objects  that  were  at  a  distance.  It  was 
v.'ith  him,  he  hoped,  as  it  was  with  all  prudent 
men  in  the  consideration  of  human  afF-iirs.  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  said,  that  that  which  is 
most  interesting  to  us  at  the  present  moment, 
is  the  safety  of  the  country  :  Now,  there  was  no 
doubt,  that  if  those  two  objedls,  namely,  the  sa- 
fety of  this  country,  and  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  in  the  way  he  recommanded  it, 
by  increasing  our  disposable  military  force  could 
not  be  reconciled,  which  of  the  two  objecTts  should 
be  preferred  ?  The  safety  of  the  country  was  un- 
doubtedly the  first  objeift,  for,  if  we  failed  in 
that,  there  was  an  end  of  all  consideration  on 
our  part  of  the  queftion,  of  reftoring  Europe 
by  any  means  to  be  adopted  by  us  ;  if  the  ne- 
cessity on  our  part  was  so  great  as  had  been 
stated,  we  might  lay  every  thing  else  out  of 
our  consideration.  But  he  would  take  up  the 
queftion  simply,  of  how  far  this  measure  was 
calculated  for  our  immediate  dcfcncc  ?    The  first 
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point  was,  what  effect  this  measure  might  have 
on  the  future  recruiting  service  of  the  aimy  .'  He 
was  not  sanguine  enough  to  expetft  that  the  re- 
cruiting of  the  army  would  go  on  with  much 
celerity  at  any  time  under  our  military  system  ; 
certainly  less  now,  since  the  great  bounties  had 
been  given ;  the  very  memory  of  such  large 
bounties,  even  if  they  could  be  discontinued, 
would  considerably  impede  the  recruiting  of  the 
•irmy,  for  men  would  be  slow  to  enli:t  for  less 
than  others  had  been  accustomed  to  redcive.  He 
<bd  not  deny  that  the  present  measure  would  pro- 
cure more  men  in  a  short  peri(  d  at  the  present 
moment  than  could  be  procured  in  any  other 
way  ;  but  here  he  came  to  a  consideration  which 
had  hitherto  been  a  great  de.;l  too  much  ne- 
glctted.  He  thought  that  the  error  of  ministers 
was,  that  of  nesledting  that  which  he  had  fol- 
lowed upon  this  occasion,  namely,  that  of  entire 
attention  to  the  opinions  of  military  men.  A 
military  man  knew  very  well  the  difference  be- 
tween that  which  was  important  and  that  which 
was  unimportant  in  military  matters  ;  between 
a  regiment  which  had  been  long  and  one  that 
had  been  newly  raised,  composed  of  good  or  of 
bad  men  ;  but  a  minister  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons knew  nothing  of  any  such  difference  :  with 
hitr.  a  regiment  was  a  regimrnt,  and  that  was 
all  he  knew  of  the  matter  ;  and  this  was  the  case 
v/ith  almoft  every  body  who  talked  upon  the  sub- 
jt  tl  in  that  Hou.se.  But  he  couid  not  help  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  force,  and  he  was 
afraid  his  right  hon.  friend  suffered  himself  to  be 
deceived  when  he  talked  of  the  speedy  progress 
Avhich  this  system  will  make.  A.s  to  providing 
officers  for  this  body  of  men  when  raised,  the 
firft  res-'Ource  we  had  was  the  half  pay  list  ;  now, 
without  disparaging  the  half-pay  list,  and  feeling 
as  he  did  from  what  had  been  said  already  by 
way  of  somment  on  his  former  speech,  the  ne- 
cessity of  caution  in  what  he  said,  yet  in  speak- 
ing of  the  half-pay  lift  it  muft  be  considered  that 
we  could  not  get  from  that  lift,  officers  of  the 
same  description  as  ithose  who  were  in  a(Stual 
service,  although  no  man  would  deny  there  were 
in  that  lift  many  very  ev-cllent  ofHcers,  many, 
indeed,  who  were  upon  that  Utt  only  because 
their  regimen's  were  rduced  ;  some  of  them  alstj 
were  upon  the  lift  becnuse  they  liad  i  een  wound- 
ed, but  they  were  not  all  the  better  or  the  moft 
fit  for  service  on  that  account.  Many  of  them 
had  been  put  upon  that  lift  on  account  of  declin- 
ing health ;  they  were  not  to  be  consIde:ed  as 
the  moft  fit  for  service  either.  Many  had  been 
put  upon  th.'»t  lift  because  it  was  not  Weemed 
proper  they  should  continue  acVive  in  the  ser- 
vice. He  hoped  they  were  good  officers,  but  yet 
these  were  considerations  not  to  bedisreg3rded,and 
we  slii'uld  not  certdinly  expecfl  from  this  lift  as 
much  exertion,  as  if  the  same  number  of  officers 
were  taken  from  the  adtual  service  ;  nor  was 
there  a  comparison  to  be  made  between  the 
progress  theywou:d  make,  and  an  equal  number 
of  officers  in  acftual  service,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  help  doubting  the  efficacy  of  this 
source  of  providing  otficers  for  this  force,  when 
raised.  He  thought  tlie  measure  now  proposed 
would  not  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
intended,  and  inftead  of  it  he  wished  to  see  the 
troops  of  the  line  increased.  But  it  was  said, 
that  the  urgency  and  pressing  nature  of  the  case 
demanded  measuies  oi  cxpeditioa.  ttiow,  what 
*  3  H 
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were  our  Ideas  on  this  subjedl  ?  If  he  could  be 
assured  that  the  ateempt  on  tliis  island  would 
be  delayed  f.ir  a  time  to  suit  our  convenience, 
and  until  we  had  suliiciently  increased  our  force, 
and  made  it  fit  for  acSion,  this  measure  would 
do  well  ;  but  as  we  had  no  security  for  tliat,  he 
thought  we  had  better  increase  our  army  ;  and 
for  that  purpose  he  was  of  opinion  that  we 
should  have  recourse  to  compulsive  measure  ;  nor 
■was  he  alarmed  at  the  present  crisis,  lefl:  such 
measures,  provided  they  were  not  accompanied  by 
unnecessary  harshness  or  severity,  would  be  ob- 
jeftcd  to  as  uuconftitutional.  He  said  this  with- 
out any  difficulty,  beciUFC  he  did  think,  after 
much  deliberation,  that  this  was  the  only  way  to 
provide  efFedtually  for  our  safety  ;  nor  were  we 
to  talk  too  much  of  the  sacritice  which  we  wei'e 
to  U)ake.  Upon  this  danger,  againft  which  wc 
were  new  talking  of  providing,  what  were  we  to 
say  it  it  came  upon  us,  as  it  might  come  upon  us, 
\vit!;iu  two  months,  when  our  bill  was  hardly 
pafl  ?  He  was  not  speaking  with  any  view  of 
alarming  miniflers,  but  lie  wished  it  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  bill  now  before  the  House  would 
take  some  time  in  passing  ;  and  after  passing  he 
■would  ask,  how  long  it  vvould  be  before  wc  got 
the  men  ?  and  after  we  had  got  the  men,  he  vvould 
ask  how  long  would  it  be  before  they  were  fit  for 
service  ?  If  we  had  the  invasion  at  all,  we  might 
have  it  in  the  middle  of  our  ballot  ;  and  he  would 
ask  what  tlie  House  would  think  of  a  mass  so  full 
of  defecls  as  a  military  body  as  this  mufl  be  at  its 
firll  assemblingr  full  as  it  muft  be  from  the 
nature  of  things,  of  dlicontcnt  and  sourness,  iit- 
capible  of  military  movemen'i.?,  and  totally  uniit 
for  eiTicient  military  service  ;  and  discontented  as 
tliey  naturally  would  be,  on  leaving  their  houses 
and  families.  What  sort  of  an  army  of  reserve 
was  this  to  be  for  our  protedlion  in  the  hour  of 
peril  ?  Suppose  our  other  army  should  meet  a 
check,  was  our  iafl  (lake  to  be  trufled  to  this 
army  of  reserve  ?  The  defeat  of  a  regular  army 
did  no:  prevent  it  from  operating  again,  forthey 
knew  how  to  rally,  but  a  defeat  of  an  irregular 
in.i??5  put  an  end  to  its  operations  ;  it  was  sure 
to  be  thrown  into  confusion,  and  to  become  useless 
after  a  defeat.  Pie  thought  it  a  bad  policy  in  us 
to  pat  our  Iafl:  fl:ake  upon  such  an  irregular  force 
as  this,  by  which  one  defeat  migiit  be  oiniuin. 
He  objedled  to  it,  because  people  might  truft  too 
much  lo  it,  and  might  say  they  had  provided  a 
security  againll  all  danger,  by  providing  this 
mass,  whereas  the  people  ought  to  depend  upon 
themselves.  He  thougiu  that  a  smaller  number 
of  regular  troops  would  be  better  than  this 
mass.  He  recommended  to  us  to  imitate  the 
cr^iduc£l  of  the  Vendeans,  who  although  weak  in 
themselves,  yet  by  military  skill  and  prudence, 
held  out  for  years,  nor  did  they  give  up  at  all, 
untd  ihe  greatefl  part  of  Europe  had  given  up. 
He  did  not,  with  some  persons,  think,  that,  let 
what  would  be  the  consequence,  we  ought  to  risk 
out  all  in  a  battle  to  save  London.  Those  persons 
seemed  to  think,  that,  if  London  were  taken,  the 
country  would  instantly  be  subjiigitcd  ;  but, 
he  trusted,  that  while  we  had  an  army,  we 
should  dispute  the  last  inch  of  the  land.  He 
taw  in  this  plan  so  many  objections,  that  he 
knew  not  how  to  state  them  within  a  tolerable 
comp-iss.  He  had  asked  how  long  it  wf)uld  be 
before  we  couKi  get  tb.ese  50,1500  men,  and  when 
they  were  got,    how  long   we   should  be  before 


they  were  trained.  He  might  ask  how  long  we 
should  be  before  we  cloathed  them  ?  How  long 
would  it  be  betbre  we  had  breeched  our  army  of 
reserve  ?  He  was  afraid  that  we  migt  have  to 
encounter  the  danger  againft  which  they  were 
intended  to  provide  long  before  they  would  be 
fit  for  setviee  ;  and  if  they  wfre  emplojed  in 
adltivc  service  too  soon,  they  might  do  more  mis- 
chief than  good.  Having  jufiified  Ills  former  lan- 
guage upon  this  subjedl,  and  disclaiming  any  in- 
tention of  oifeading  themlitia  by  it,  he  ccucliided 
with  obseiving,  that  he  perceived  the  general  opi- 
nion of  the  House  apiicartd  to  be  in  lavour  of 
the  mcasttre  now  befcie  the  House,  but  he  had 
thougiit  it  his  duty  lo  Hate  his  sentiments.  He 
hail  great  reliance  on  the  militia  v.hich  had  been 
v/eil  trained,  but  lie  denied  that  such  an  asseition 
was  incf>iisiftent  with  the  opinif)n  which  he  had 
given  of  th--  army  ol  reserve.  He  (diji  died  to  this 
syftem  because  it  interfered  wiili  the  recrinting 
service,  and  also  because  he  was  aware  that  this 
body  would  be  inadequate  to  the  end  for  vvhcli 
it  was  designed,  that  of  an  efficient  and  imme- 
diate military  force;  he  was  stirc  that  greiit  dis- 
eonteirt  would  arise  in  the  body  on  firfl:  assem- 
bliiig,  and  tliat  they  ivould  be  much  too  deficient 
in  military  skill  to  juflify  the  hopes  which  were 
entertained  of  them.  These. were  the  grounds  on 
which  he  differed  from  his  right  hon,  friend  ;  at 
the  Same  time,  if  this  measure  was  successful  in 
Parliament,  he  shonld  do  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  render  it  efTicient;  for  he  felt  as  others  did  (or 
the  safety  of  the  country,  and  only  dilixred  from 
them   as   to  the  means  of  preserving  it. 

Lord  Castlhrsagh  said  he  wished  the  present 
suiijeiSh  to  meet  the  fuUelt  dijcussisn.  He  admit- 
ted, with  his  right  hon.  friend,  that  the  object  of 
the  enemy  was  the  subjugation  of  this  country, 
but  he  differed  with  him  as  to  the  means  which 
they  possessed  of  elTccffing  that  objecft.  He  could 
not  howtvcr  conceive  wliy  the  right  hon.  gent, 
should  think  it  necessary  to  discuss  v/hether  Lon- 
don was  a  primal"/  or  secondary  object  of  consi- 
deration, nothing  but  a  degree  of  baseness  or 
cowardice  in  the  people  of  this  country,  which  he 
could  not  for  a  moment  suppose,  would  sufF  r  the 
enemy  to  advance  far  from  the  f  hore.  The  right 
hon.  yent.  had  gone  into  one  extreme  with  respecx 
to  reiyina  upon  the  efilciency  ot  regular  troops, 
almoff  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other ;  and  had  then 
gone  into  another  extreme,  aud  contended  for  the 
advantages  resulting  from  irregular  troops,  inflan- 
cing  La  Vendee;  dill  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  con- 
tended that  the  present  measure  went  to  confbtute 
an  clTicient  force.  Tlie  C'lui.try  feel  the  advan- 
tages and  the  happiness  which  they  enjoyed  under 
their  present  conftitution  and  government,  and  feel 
that  it  was  necessary  to  make  great  crForis  to  de- 
fend them.  The  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  g&nt. 
went  to  this  alternative,  that  there  mull:  be  cither  a 
much  larger  force  maintained  in  time  of  peace, 
or  that  we  mull  be  much  weaker  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war.  He  felt  the  necessity  of  placing 
the  counttry  so  completely  out  of  danger  3s  to 
put  and  end  to  all  speculation  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  as  to  the  probable  success  of  any  attempt 
againlt  it.  With  rcspe<£l  to  the  objection  of  this 
measure  interfering  with  the  recruiting  for  the 
the  line,  ic  would  on  the  contrary  assist  it  ; 
those  who  were  to  be  enrolled  uiukr  the  present 
bill,  were  to  be  permitted  to  enlifl  in  regiments 
of  the  line,  and  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
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that  a  military  spirit  would  be  infused  inro  them 
which  would  the  more  readily  ir.duce  them  to 
enter  into  the  line.  His  rii^hc  hon.  friend  liad 
said  that  there  were  many  old  and  infirm  officers 
on  the  haif-p^y  list  unfit  for  service,  but  it 
should  be  recollected  that  there  we«.c  twenty 
battalions  disbanded  last  year,  whose  services 
for  a  limited  time,  the  officers,  of  which  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  were  effective,  and, 
besides,  it  was  not  mandatory  in  his  Majesty  to 
appoint  those  only  :  besides,  if  new  regiments 
were  to  be  raised  according  to  the  proposition 
of  his  right  hor.  friend,  they  must  be  officered 
in  the  samp  way.  He  conceived  that  no  mea- 
sure was  better  calculated  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect  than  the  present,  and  that  the 
experiment  of  raising  troops  of  the  line  pro- 
posetl  by  his  right,  hon.  friend,  would  place  the 
country  in  great  danger.  W^ith  respect  to  the 
recruiting  service  being  injured,  it  was  a  fact, 
that  during  the  competition  between  the  militia 
and  the  hue,  more  recruits  were  obtained  for 
the   latter  than  before. 

Dr.  Laurence  rose  to  expose  the  unfair- 
ness of  the  arguments  with  which  his  right  hon. 
friend's  (Mr.  Windham)  speech  had  been  com- 
bated. There  was  notliing,  in  fafct,  preposte- 
rous in  his  supposition  respecting  the  conse- 
quences of  the  possessions  of  the  capita!  or  the 
dock-yards  by  the  enemy.  It  was  fitting  to 
urue  every  topic,  drawn  from  every  possible 
view  of  danger,  arising  from  a  contest  with  such 
an  enemy  as  we  have  to  contend  with,  as  an  in- 
citement to  ministers  to  watch  carefully,  and  be 
ready  to  repel  him,  whenever  and  wherever  we 
meet  him.  In  case  of  invasion  every  hill  ought 
to  be  a  fortress,  every  ditch  an  entrenchment, 
and  every  peasant  a  sharp  shooter.  His  right 
hon.  friend  bad  been  accused  of  despairing.  But 
what  was  the  fact  ?  He  had  said,  that  London 
taken,  was  not  conquering  the  country  !  Was 
that  the  language  of  despair,  or  of  imprudence.' 
He  had  recommended  making  every  man  a 
warrior  for  his  country,  and  exemplified  its  use 
by  the  Vendean  war.  Was  thit  incorrect  ?  No  ! 
By  that  war,  he  had  it  on  good  authority,  more 
republicans  fell,  than  by  the  arms  of  all  the 
allies  !  The  learned  gent,  then  discussed,  at 
considerable  length,  the  nature  of  the  different 
kinds  of  force,  best  suited  to  the  circumstances 
cf  tliis  country,  in  which  he  quoted  the  senti- 
ments of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  others.  He 
had  rather  fight  the  enemy  at  first  than  wait  for 
him  too  long.  But  this  plan  was  ssdiy  defec- 
tive. It  provided  no  means  for  the  chastisement 
of  the  insolence  of  the  foe,  should  he  dare  to 
invade  us,  and  be  successful  enough  to  set  his. 
hostile  foot  on  our  shores.  After  driving  him 
back  with  disgrace  from  our  land,  what  means 
did  this  bill  provide  for  carrying  the  war  back 
upon  himself,  and  for  puniihing  his  insolence 
and  ambition  ?  Why,  then,  vou  must  new 
model  your  whole  system,  and  wait  the  effect  of 
new  bills,  and  new  plans  of  strengthening  your 
dispo'.ablc  force  !  .How  long  must  it  be  after 
Jsciting  hiua  from  the  coast  ef .  Eswjx   or  Ken^, 


before  you  can  chastise  his  guilty  head  for  the 
insults  he  h.if.  cumiriitted  on  you.  He  has  called 
us  a  nation  of  shopkeepers.  Are  we  to  \ny  like 
base  metal,  uailcd  to  the  counter,  till  he  makes 
his  appearance  !  Are  wc  to  wait  for  him  ! 
The  learned  gent,  praised  the  minister  highly 
for  his  proposals  of  finance,  but  he  could  not 
equally  applaud  him  for  his  military  efforts. 
As  fur  the  burthens  on  the  country,  he  thought 
virtue  could  surely  bear  to  be  taxed  as  much  for 
her  own  support  as  vice.  There  was,  however, 
a  radical  defect  in  this  new  system  of  defence, 
from  its  confined  operation.  He  did  not  think, 
any  thing  within  reason  would  serve  as  a  bounty 
for  the  regulars,  in  consequence  of  this  army  of 
reserve.  On  the  subject  of  the  supplemei;rary 
militia,  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Burke),  now 
departed  from  this  mortal  wo. Id,  at  the  time  of 
its  proposal,  expressed  hinuelf,  as  he  always  did, 
in  terms  too  strong  to  be  easily  forgotten.  In 
his  last  illness,  when  he  could  not  raise  his  hand 
to  write,  he  dictated  the  letter  he  should  now 
read  to  the  House  on  that  subject.  [The  learned 
doctor  then  read  the  letter  which  will  be  found 
at  page  96G  of  this  volume]. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihc  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  melancholy  presages  contained  in  the 
letter  just  read,  which  came  from  the  pen  of  a 
gent,  whom  none  respected  more  than  him- 
self, had  not  been  fulfided  by  subsequent  cir- 
cumstances. The  very  measure  alluded  to  of 
calling  out  the  supplementary  militia,  had  tended 
to  produce  the  greatest  advantages,  from  thence 
we  had  derived  those  exertions  in  Egypt  by 
whiich  the  country  had  been  so  materially  bene- 
fited. With  respect  to  the  present  measure, 
the  point  of  issue  was  this,  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Windham)  would  forego  tiie  iminediate 
advantage  of  obtaining  50,000  men  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  from  amongst  whom  men 
would  be  permitted  to  enter  into  the  line,  for 
the  sake  of  the  chauce  of  procuring  men  to  recruit 
the  line  without  the  adoption  of  this  measure. 
Another  righthon.  gent.  (]\1r. Elliot)  would  even 
forego  the  advantage  of  the  additional  60,000 
militia  besides  the  present  measure,  for  the  sake 
of  the  regular  army.  He  thought  it  was  scarce- 
ly necessary  to  reason  the  question',  expe- 
rience had  shewn  that  when  the  mihtia  was  kf-pt 
up,  they  had  the  advantage  of  the  largest  army, 
disposable  for  foreign  service,  ever  before 
known,  and  that  the  militia  system  did  not  in^ 
terfere  with  the  recruiting  pervice  f  r  the  regu- 
lar army  j  but  on  the  count rary,  he  felt  that 
they  could  not  do  such  a  violence  lo  tiie  public 
feeling  as  to  enact  a  conscription  for  the  troops 
of  the  line,  as  to  force  persons  lo  enlist  in  rt  gi- 
ments  which  might  be  sent  to  any  part  of  the 
v;orld  ;  such  a  measure  would  be  rontrarv  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  could  rend  to  pro- 
duce those  discontents,  which  it  was  said  by 
some,  wculd  arise  from  liie  present  measure. 
Ministers  had  been  cliarged  witti  a  criioina!  re- 
mir.sness,  but  he  contended,  that  the  facts 
proved  that  thsy  haddonc  all  ibry  coull  for  the 
.public  service.  -  He  Was  convinced  that  there  wiis 
*   3  H  2 
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T.o  chance  of  permanent  cr  secure  peace  until  they 
shewed  that  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  against  this 
country  must  be  fruitless,  and  that  they  would  not 
own  their  safety  to  the  forbearance  of  any  power 
whatever. 

MOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Mo,!.Uj/,  June  -n  — [Mill.  S)73.) 
[Army  ofResv.rve] — The  SEcnETARv  at  War 
wished  that  the  bill  might  be  re-committed,  in  order 
to  divide  it  into  two  :  the  one  as  it  regarded  England 
and  Ireland  ;  the  other  as  it  regarded  Scotland.  This 
division  would   be  commodious,  and  would  facilitate 

the  executi(,n  of  the   measure He    next  requested 

the  committee  would  permit  him  to  go  throu:;h  the 
bill,  and  point  out  the  amendments  which  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  make.  If  he  should  not  enter 
into  a  minute  explanation  of  all,  it  was  because  they 
wete  not  of  so  much  importance  as  to  call  for  such 
an  explanation.  He  should  now  begin  with  the 
clause  which  prescribed  the  quotas  to  be  furnished 
by  the  different  counties. — The  quotas  for  Scotland 
being  stated  it  would  be  necessary  to  leave  out  that 
clause.  The  number  which  each  county  was  to  fur- 
nish varied  from  the  regulations  contained  in  the 
militia  act  of  last  session  upon  that  subject  ;  be- 
cause government  was  now  in  possession  of  the 
latest  returns  of  the  numbers  of  men  liable  to  serve. 
By  these  returns  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  men 
liable  to  serve  in  the  militia  for  Great  Britain, 
amounted  to  900,000  men  ;  of  that  number  about 
750,000  were  liable  to  serve  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  quota,  of  the  counties  had  been  assigned  incon- 
sequence of  these  returns,  which  furnished  the  most 
correct  means  of  apportioning  the  number  of  men. 
They  had  also  received  some  information  from  the 
returns  under  the  Population  Act.  Upon  the  fullest 
examination  which  it  had  been  possible  to  give  to 
this  subject,  it  appeared  that  80  or  64  men  out  of 
every  10,000,  of  the  general  population,  would  fur-  | 
nish  the  40,000  men  to  be  raised  by  Great  Britain. 
This  was  taken  at  a  medium,  but  in  no  case  was 
there  taken  above  16  more  than  the  S4,  nor  in  any 
case  more  than  16  less  than  the  84.  As  far,  there- 
fore, as  England  and  Wales  was  concerned,  he 
hoped  the  quota  to  be  furnished  by  each  county  was 
correctly  apportioned  ;  he  knew  of  no  means  that 
could  be  had  recourse  to.  that  were  so  likely  to  pro- 
duce an  equal  apportionment.  With  regard  to  Scot- 
land, the  quota  had  been  regulated  upon  precisely 
the  same  principle.  He  understood,  however,  that 
some  objections  might  be  made  on  the  part  of  Scot- 
land, to  this  part  of  the  plan.  It  might  therefore, 
be  better  to  ressort  to  the  numbers  which  Scotlanci 
•was  to  furnish  under  the  Militia  Act.  When  the  bill 
respecting  Scotland  came  into  the  committee,  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  consider  that  part  of  the 
subject.  At  all  events,  the  whole  number  to  be  fur- 
nished by  Scotland  was  6000  men. — The  bill,  as  ori- 
ginally framed,  proceeded  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Militia  Bill,  and  extended  only  to  persons  of  from  ]  g 
to  45.  The  basis  of  the  militia  system  being  perso- 
nal service,  that  regulation  might  be  proper  ;  ijut  on 
this  occasion  it  would  be  worth  while  to  consider 
whether  the  burthen  might  not  be  in  some  degree 
alleviated  by  extending  that  provision.  It  would  be 
necessary  then  to  look  to  persons  above  the  age  of 
45,  who  were  possessed  of  competent  property.  It 
would  therefore  be  proposed  that  persons  between  16 
and  45,  if  of  a  proper  height,  &c.  should  be  liable 
to  serve  personally  or  by  substitute,  and  that  persons 
above  4  5,  and  being  possessed  of  sufficient  property, 
thould,  if  drawc,  be  obliged  to  £iid  «  subsutute. 


The  criterion  he  should  propose  would  be,  that 
those  persons  above  45,  who  paid  sol.  and  upwards 
to  the  assessed  taxes,  should,  if  balloted  for,  bs 
bound  to  provide  a  substitute. — The  outline  of  the 
plan  of  exemptions  was  nearly  the  same  as  in  the 
;-<u;iplementary  Militia.  He  should  propose  to  take 
the  a-2d  of  June,  the  day  on  which  the  bill  v. as  in- 
troduced, as  the  day  beyond  which  somie  of  the  ex- 
emptions were  not  to  extend  —  such  as  articled 
clerks,  teachers  of  licensed  congiegations,  volun- 
teers, (Src.  Another  class  of  exemptions  was  the 
yeomanry  and  volunteer  corps.  He  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  which  related  to  them,  and  to 
introduce  a  clause  stating  that  the  exemption  should 
extend  to  all  volunteer  corps  whose  services  had  been 
accepted  previous  to  the  '2-2d  June,  and  wliose  ser- 
vices were  co-extensive  with  the  military  district  in 
which  they  were  situated.  In  cases  of  large  cities 
and  towns,  such  as  London,  Bristol,  Edinburgh, 
Liverpool,  Glasgow,  York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  and 
Birmingham,  he  should  propose  to  exempt  the 
volunteers  of  those  places,  provided  they  consented 
to  do  garrison  duty.  It  would,  for  many  purposes, 
be  necessary  to  have  troops  in  those  places,  and  if  the 
volunteers  would  offer  their  services  for  that  service, 
he  thought  they  were  entitled  to  exemption.  He 
should  also  propose,  that  they  should  be  lx)und  to 
attend  muster  and  exercise,  a  certain  number  of 
days  in  the  year.  By  the  last  act,  which  w;is  made 
with  a  view  to  a  peace  establishment,  the  number 
was  fixed  at  five  days  in  the  year,  but  that  would  not 
be  enough  in  time  of  war,  he  should  therefore  pro- 
pose that  they  attend  at  least  two  days  in  the  month. 
—  It  was  proposed  that  no  substitute  should  be  taken 
%\ho  had  more  than  three  children, — Upon  this  sub- 
ject it  might  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the  regula- 
tions respecting  the  Supplementary  Militia.  In  that 
act  there  was  no  reference,  whatever  to  the  number 
of  children  of  the  substitute.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to 
adopt  the  same  principle  in  this  measure,  and  also 
that  the  families  of  the  substitutes  -.-louid  be  provided 
for  by  the  parishes,  as  in  the  r«^e  of  the  militia; 
and  that  the  parishes  should  be  rc-imbursed  by  the 
receiver  general,  out  of  the  public  money. — The  next 
clause  which  related  to  the  fine  which  was  to  be  paid 
by  th  )se  who  did  not  serve  or  pro\  ide  a  substitute,  he 
should  leave  out,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  one 
founded  upon  a  suggestion  of  his  right  honorable 
friend  (Mr.  Pittj.  By  the  militia  laws  every  person 
who  was  balloted,  and  who  did  not  appear  or  find  a 
substitute,  was  fined  in  the  sum  ot  ten  pounds.  In 
the  case  of  the  Supplementary  Militia,  it  was  raised 
to  fifteen  pounds.  Ha  saw  no  objection  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  similar  principle  into  this  bill.  But  it 
appeared  reasonable,  that  persons  who  were  in  very 
different  situations  with  regard  to  property,  should 
not  be  fined  exactly  in  the  same  sum.  He  therefore 
proposed,  that  in  the  case  of  persons  between  16  and 
45,  who  did  not  provide  substitutes  or  serve,  that 
they  should  pay  a  fine  of  20  1.;  that  fine  was  to  be 
paid  to  the  parish,  who  would  be  called  upon,  at  all 
events,  to  make  up  its  quota.  The  parish  were  to 
be  authorised  to  lay  out  as  much  of  that  money,  in 
providing  a  substitute,  as  was  necessary,  and  the  sur- 
plus was  to  go  in  aid  of  the  poor-rate.  In  addition  to 
the  fine,  he  should  propose  that  a  sum  of  5I.  should 
be  paid  for  every  10  1.  which  such  person  paid  to  the 
assessed  taxes,  until  it  amounted  to  lOOl.  That  ad- 
ditional fi.ne  was  to  be  paid  to  the  receiver-general, 
to  be  applied  to  the  recruiting  service  of  the  army. 
As  it  was  an  objet  to  encourage  the  raising  ot  volun- 
teers, he  had  propcsed  that    wh»n  the  volunteew 
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amounted  to  two-thirds  of  the  number  to  be  raised, 
a  power  was  given  to  suspend  the  ballot  ;  tliis  phiu 
had  been  tried  upon  a  turnitr  occasion,  and  witii  suc- 
cess, and  he  hoped  ic  might  now  be  adopted  wiiii 
advantage.  The  next  clause  was  that  whieh  allowed, 
that  halt  the  sum  paid  to  volunteers  should  be  jjiven 
to  such  persons  as  chose  to  serve  for  themselves. 
This  was  the  principle  of  the  militia  act,  but  he 
would  propose,  that  the  person  who  chose  to  serve 
for  himself  should  not  only  have  half  the  sum 
allowed  to  volunteers,  but  that  he  shouli  also  re- 
ceive the  sum  of  two  guineas,  instead  of  one  guinea, 
which  he  would  be  entitled  to  when  he  joined  his 
corps.  He  now  came  to  those  provisions  of  the  act 
by  which  the  Kin;^  was  empowered  to  model  this 
army,  and  to  appoint  the  officers.  No  officer  wi.s  to 
command  any  of  these  battalions  who  was  not  a  co- 
lonel or  a  lieutenant-colonel ;  he  meant  cfliicfive 
colonels,  who  go  and  take  the  command  of  their  re- 
giment, and  not  generals.  As  to  the  field  an<l  subul- 
ternofiicers,  they  were  to  be  taken  from  the  half  pay, 
and  from  those  ofEcers  who  might  have  quitted  the 
army  for  family  reastms,  and  for  other  considerations. 
It  was  intended  to  propose  a  clause  to  enable  tlic  co- 
lonel to  discharge,  from  time  to  time,  such  of  the 
men  as  might  be  inclined  to  volunteer  into  the  line, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  King  might  think  pro- 
per. The  regiments  were  to  be  foimed  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  same  counties.  Where  the  number 
ef  men  furnivhed  by  a  county  whs  too  small,  those 
of  two  neighbouring  counties  were  to  be  joined  toge- 
ther. An  honorable  gentleman  had  upon  a  former 
occasion  expressed  his  apprciiension  that  they  would 
not  be  able  to  procure  non-commissioned  officers  : 
this  certainly  might  be  urged  upon  the  raising  of  any 
new  raised  corps.  If  these  meri  were  raised  for  the 
regulars,  they  could  not  all  be  absorbed  into  the  line, 
and  then  there  would  be  the  same  want  of  non-com- 
missioned officers.  But  this  difficulty  would  not  be 
so  great  as  was  apprehended.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  last  war,  a  verv  large  army  was  raised,  and  had 
been  vary  well  provided  with  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers. We  had  now  very  considerable  resources  ;  in 
the  first  place  there  were  many  Serjeants  who  be- 
longed to  regiments  raised  last  wai  for  limited  ser- 
vice ;  in  the  next  place  the  recruiting  staff'  of  the 
army  would  famish  many  very  valuable  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  many  might  also  be  procured 
from  the  regiments  of  the  line  in  England,  particu- 
larly if  the  new  raised  regiments  should  be  consi- 
dered as  battalions  of  reserve  to  the  regiments  of  the 
line,  w^eariiig  the  same  facings,  &c.  There  was  one 
point  which  he  wished  to  be  most  distinctly  under- 
stood, which  was,  that  no  man  was  to  be  taken  out 
of  this  army  upon  any  pretence  whatever  unless  with 
his  own  consent. — It  was  necessary  for  him  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  v.-as  intended  to  propose  regulations  re- 
specting the  Cinque  Ports,  the  City  of  London,  and 
the  Tower  Hamkts.  The  Cinque  Ports  it  was  in- 
tended should  raise  400  men.  With  regard  to  the 
City  of  London,  with  every  regard  to  their  privileges, 
they  had  been  called  upon  en  former  occasirins  by 
act  of  parliament  to  provide  men  for  the  public  ser- 
vice. He  hoped  on  the  report  to  be  able  to  present 
a  clause  upon  this  point,  ard  he  trusted  the  magi- 
strates of  thatcity  would  lend  tiieir  assistance  upon  the 
occasion. 

In  reply  to  some  observations  made  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
rcspectmg  the  number  fixed  for  the  Cinque  Ports, 
the  Secretary  at  War  said,  it  was  his  intention  to 
kave  out  the  clause  alluded  to,  and  to  introduce  ano- 
ftber  relative  to  the  Ciii^uc  Ports.    He  proposed  that 


the  number  of  men  to  be  raised  by  the  counticsi 
should  be  o-2,000,  and  by  tlie  city  of  London,  thy 
Tower  Hamlets,  and  the  Cinque  Ports,  .2000  moic:. 
Tnc  city  of  London  and  the  Tower  Hamlets,  they 
hail  pictty  good  means  of  ascertaining  the  numbers, 
and  he  hoped  that  400  men  would  not  be  thought  to 
many  ior  the  Cinque  Potts.— Me  atterv/ards  nioved, 
that  the  number  ot  men  to  be  furnishi;d  by  the  cityo'f 
London  should  be  800,  and  by  the  Cinque  Ports  4uo'. 

After  some  conversation  between  Alui-kman 
CooMBE,  the  LoKi)  IVIayor  of  London  and  the  Se» 
CRETAKY  at  War,  it  was  agreed  that  the  clause 
respecting  the  city  of  London  should  be  suspended. 
In  answer  to  a  (|uestion  made  by  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
'  concerning  the  reasons  why  tlic  age  was  taken  at  16, 
instead  ot  lb;  and  Vv-hy  women  w'r.ct  pos,-,es>ed  iaigc 
fortunes  were  not  coiiipelled  to  find  a  substitute.— 
'Ihe  Sf.cki-;iaiiv  at  War  said,  he  had  omitted  to 
state  the  reason  why  he  took  from  ihe  age  of  16  ra- 
ther than  13.  It  was,  however,  that  by  the  old  law 
ot  England,  all  persons  from  it)  to  Co  were  bound 
to  stand  forward  in  defence  of  the  country  when 
called  upon  by  the  bhtiiff,  and  he  saw  nt)  reas'on  why 
the  same  principles  should  not  be  adopted  in  this 
case.  As  to  the  second  proposition  he  knew  no  in- 
stance in  which  women  had  been  called  upon  ta 
provide  substitutes,  except  ia  the  case  of  the  provi- 
sional cavalry,  and  there  it  was  attended  with  such 
inconveniences,  that  he  thought  it  was  a  sufficient 
reason  for  not  introducing  it  into  this  bill.  If  the 
committee  approved  of  it,  he  should  propose  to  in- 
clude all  persons  between  10  and  60,  but  that  those 
between  4i  and  60  should  not  be  called  upon  to 
serve  personn;tlly,  but  should  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
vide a  substitute. 

After  some  debate,  the  Secretary  at  VVar  said, 
that  he  had  intended  to  propose  the  aje  to  be  between 
16  and  4  5,  liable  to  personal  service,  or  to  find  a  sub- 
stitute, and  then  from  the  age  of  45  to  50,  liable  in 
like  manner,  provided  the  person  was  assessed  3ul. 
a  year  for  the  assessed  taxes  ;  but  now  here  collected 
that  the  committee  wished  the  age  should  be  from 
18  to  4j,  and  then  from,  the  age  of  4j  to  50,  in  case 
the  assessed  taxes  of  the  persons  were  what  he  had 
stated  them  to  be  ;  but  it  was  indifferent  to  him  as 
to  the  ages  betweu  43  and  50,  provided  the  bill  was 
carried  with  speed,  and  the  number  he  had  stated 
raised.  He  had  thought  that  the  age  between  45 
and  50  might  be  taken  in  upon  the  present  occasion, 
but  there  might  be  another  measure  by  which  they 
might  be  called  upon  for  service,  or  for  substitutes, 
as  he  had  already  stated.  As  to  the  list,  he  had  a 
clause  in  his  hand  to  regulate  the  mode  of  making 
new  lists,  in  cases  where  that  would  be  necessary.  ' 
TheCiiA.vcELOR  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that 
from  the  experience* of  the  last  war,  we  were  justified 
in  expecting  that  the  country  could  furnish  a  mucfi" 
larger  number  than  was  here  proposed.  Uc  might 
look  to  the  list  with  increased  confidence  for  pro« 
ducing  this  number  by  ballot,  because  a  greater 
number  of  volunteers  were  then  raised,  who  were  en- 
titled to  exemption,  than  were  now  in  that  situation. 
These  volunteers  limited  the  number  to  be  balloted 
in  the  last  war.  Such  of  them  as  had  not  been  ac- 
cepted would  not  now  have  that  exemption,  and 
therefore  the  number  of  those  who  were  liable  to  be 
balloted  under  this  bill  would  be  proportionably  in- 
creased ;  but,  however,  power  might  be  given  in 
particuUr  cases  to  amend  the  list,  in  the  event  of 
some  district  not  being  able  to  furnish  its  number. 
But  what  he  chietiy  wished  to  impress  cv.  the  consi. 
dcrat'.QO  ot  chc  committee  was,  that  from  the  ballot 
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from  the  i?:e  ct  IS  to  4'>,  there  v/as  not  alar2;er  num- 
ber called  iorth,  or  \er\'  little  tnrgtr,  under  this 
bill,  than  had  been  balloted,  for  the  militiu  in  the 
course  of  the  last  war,  when  the  n'.imber  of  exemp- 
tions was  greater,  on  account  of  volunteers,  than  at 
J  resent ;  and  besides  this,  there  were  a  much  greater 
iium'ier  then  in  our  army  and  n-.vy  than  there  are  at 
pr.  sc  ;t  ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole  matter,  the  risk  of 
beinj;'  drawn  now  was  much  less  than  it  was  at  one 
period  of  the  last  war. 

After  itvras  determined  by  the  rnmniittce  that  the 
old  list  for  balloting  should  be  abided  by. — The  Se- 
cretary at  War  said,  he  was  persuaded,  upoa  re- 
con:;i'icradon,  that  his  proposed  amendments,  as  to 
the  age  and  as  to  the  alteration  of  the  list,  were 
rightly  rejected  for  the  reasons  already  given. 

A  conversation  was  carried  on  for  a  considerable 
time,  which  ended  in  exempting  the  clergy  of  the 
cstaMi.-hed  church,  and  preacl  ers  who  had  held  a 
licence  to  preach  atone  place  for  i'2  m.onths  before  the 
■2-ld  of  June  instant.  T  his  was  adopted  in  conformi- 
ty to  precedent. — On  the  subject  of  the  exemptions 
of  the  volunteer  corps,  the  Secretary  at  War  pro- 
posed also  to  follow  the  precedent  of  the  year  lygg  ; 
that  none  should  be  exempted  from  this  levy  whose 
services  had  not  been  received  on  or  before  the  a2d 
of  this  month,  which  produced  a  long  conversation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  it  had  not  been  deemed  expedient  forgovernment 
to  determine  v.hat  volunteer  service  would  be  accept- 
ed until  the  sense  of  Parliament  siiall  have  becH  ex- 
pressed upon  the  present  levy. 

It  was  proposed  that  the  day  should  be  altered 
from  the  2'2d  to  the  6th  of  this  month,  for  that  it 
■was  observable  that  since  the  apprehension  of  tliis 
new  lew,  the  volunteer  corps  had  been  greatly 
crowded  ;  and  it  was  generally  ex_prcssed  as  an  ex- 
pectation that  no  volunteer  corps  shall  be  exempted 
unless  some  equivalent  -hall  be  given  for  the  exemp- 
tion, such,  for  instance,  as  security  for  continuance 
in  the  service,  because  otheiv.ise  persons  might  inrol 
themselves  in  a  volunteer  corps  until  after  the  ballot 
was  over,  and  then  discontinue  such  volunteer  ser- 
vice. It  v/as  then  agreed,  that  the  exemption  of  the 
volunteer  corps  should  take  place  only  with  respect 
to  those  whose  services  were  accepted  on  or  before 
the  ■2-2d  of  this  month. 

On  Clause  i3th. — Colonel  Crawford  suggested 
that  tlie  men  balloted  ought  to  be  enroled  to  serve 
his  Majesty  in  any  regiment,  his  Majesty  chose  to 
appoint  for  that  purpose.  If  the  French  landed,  we 
must  have  an  army  of  old  and  regular  troops  to  op- 
pose them,  or  otherwise  they  might  gain  possession 
of  London,  by  which  the  country  would  be  placed 
in  a  desperate  situation.  A  great  number  of  vessels 
Were  in  a  state  of  preparation  in  the  ports  of  Hol- 
land, which  were  manned  with  as  good  pilots  as  the 
Trinity-House  could  afford,  and  the  French  had  the 
means  of  transporting  100,000  men  to  this  country. 
He  could  not  conceive  what  difference  it  could  make 
if  the  men  balloted  for  were  placed  in  any  regiment 
of  the  line,  provided  the  service  of  such  regiment 
was  limited  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Guernsey 
and  Jersey. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  a  power  was  to  be 
given  to  his  Majesty  to  place  the  men  raised  under 
this  act,  in  such  regiments  as  his  Majesty  should 
think  fit,  provided  such  regiments  should  serve  only 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Guernsey,  and  Jersey. 
The  men  raised  under  this  act  were  not  to  be  com- 
pelli.-d  to  serve  in  anv  regiment  enlisted  for  general 
service,  but  it  was  at  their  option  to  enliit  for  general  j 
sprvice,  it'  they  chuse. 


Mr.  Macnaghten  said,  he  could  not  sit  silent 
and  hear  it  insinuated  that  if  the  French  could  gain 
possession  of  Londtn,  that  the  country  was  lost. 
What  if  they  did  [)ossess  themselves  of  London,  they 
dit  not  by  that  means  obtain  possession  of  our  iron 
and  steel,  or  of  the  hearts  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 
He  hoped  thtit  we  should  never  make  peace  until  the 
French  had  tried  the  experiment  of  invasion;  at  pre- 
sent they  held  it  i/i  iarorem  over  us  ;  let  them  try  it, 
and  if  they  did  get  to  our  coast,  they  would  receive 
such  a  lesson  that  they  would  never  come  again. 

Mr.  WiNDiiAM  said,  that  a  great  clamour  had 
been  raised  against  him  a  few  days  since,  because  he 
had  ventvred  to  hint  at  the  possibility  of  the  French 
obtaining  possession  of  London  :  he  was  happy  now 
to  hear  something  in  confirmation  of  that  from  the 
honorable  officer  who  had  lately  spoken  (Colonel 
Crawford),  and  from  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
just  sat  down,  whose  sentiments,  so  similar  to  his 
own,  had  now  met  with  approbation.  If  the  thing 
was  possible,  it  ought  to  be  provided  against.  He  was 
glad  to  sec  them  roused  to  a  sense  of  their  danger, 
which  seemed  to  have  been  wanting.  This  measure, 
tardily  brought  forward,  was  not  an  answer  to  what 
he  had  urged  ;  he  could  not  see  that  spirit  in  the 
country  which  was  talked  of ;  he  rather  considered 
that  there  was  a  sort  of  apathy,  which  perhaps  was 
ir.  a  great  measure  to  be  atrributed  to  the  want  of 
confidence  in  ministers. 

TtiE  Chancellor  OF  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  <;Mr.  Windham)  had,  af- 
ter giving  symptoms  of  that  apathy  which  he  im- 
puted to  the  country,  appeared  to  be  roused  by  the 
sentiments  uttered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr, 
Macnaghten',  and  had  now  discovored  a  similarity 
of  sentiment-;  but  the  language  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  that  of  animation,  whilst  that  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  tended  to  despondency  and 
dismay.  He  gave  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
every  credit  for  the  warmth  of  his  heait,  and  hewa» 
convinced  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  would 
make  every  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  his  country  ;  but 
still  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  language  of 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  tended  to  feed  and 
pamner  the  mind  of  one  who  was  already  too  pre- 
summg,  that  of  the  Chief  Consul  of  France.  When 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  talked  of  the  present 
situation  of  the  country,  he  would  ask,  if  when  that 
right  honorable  gentleman  formed  a  part  of  the  ad- 
ministration, he  did  not  then  think  that  the  mea- 
sures pursued  were  inadequate  to  the  danger  of  the 
country  .' — With  respect  to  what  bad  been  said  by 
the  hon.  ofHcer  (Col.  Crawford)  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  not  said  that  the  persons  I  alloied 
were  to  be  compelled  to  enter  into  tlie  regiments 
of  the  line,  but  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them 
from  entering  into  these  regiments.  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  French  had  the  means  of  sending 
out  a  laige  force — but  were  they  therefore  to  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  metropolis  was  in  imminent 
danger  ]  Was  there  not  a  chance  that  the  ar- 
maments of  the  enemy  would  be  prevented  from 
reaching  our  coafts,  by  the  exertions  of  oui  navy  ; 
and  if  they  did  reach  our  coaft,  was  it  too  sanguine 
to  suppose  that  by  means  of  the  large  force  we 
pos.<;esscd,  that  the  attempt  would  be  rendered 
aboitive,  and  be  turned  to  the  shame  and  disgrace 
of  the  invaders  .'  All  the  regiments  destined  for 
the  coaft, would  be  at  their  respective  deftinations, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  week.  Under  the, pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  country,  he  should  hold 
himself  crimiual,  if  any  thing  was  left  to  chance 
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cr  accident  :  he  did  not  attempt  to  under-iat;;  the  i 
danji;er,  hut  he  was    surely  jiiftiSed    iu    placing    a  I 
coiifi-iencc  in   those  great  mcaiiK  df  defence,    with  i 
vhich    we   were    now    proviilcrl    and  which  weie 
yie.iter  th^n  at  any   former  ptriiod. 

A  long  c<-.iivcisHtioii  ensued  in  the  course  of 
which  various  ainciidments  were  suggtded  and 
adopted,   and  several    new   clauses   iatiuduced  by 

THE    SliCRETARY     AT     WaR. 

HOUSK  OF  COVIVIONS. 
Tuesday ,June%9>.  ( Min.  /» .  9 7 S ■ ) 
[Ca-pt.  Cochrane's  Memoriai..  ' — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  HxcHEC^oER  said  that  he  gave  notice 
ycfferJay,  that  it  was  iiis  intention  to  move  that 
t  lie  order  madt  h)  the  House  ycftcrday  for  laying 
Tiefore  the  House  a  memorial  presented  by  an 
hon.  member  of  the  House  now  in  his  place  (^the 
Jion.  (apt.  Cochrane"),  and  other  papeis  to  the 
lords  Ciimini  sioners  of  the  Admii  alty,  in  Jan.  i  799, 
on  the  suhjcJl  of  appeals  in  prize  cause.--,  &;c,  be 
discharged.  In  the  ordimiy  course  of  praiflice,  it 
was  to  have  been  expected  that  no  motion  of 
importance  w  ;ulJ  have  licen  made  without  notice, 
in  order  that  the  pajtics  n,oil:  immediate'v  con- 
cerned might  prepare  for  its  discussion  ;  ant!  on 
referring  to  tiie  order  book  he  found  that  no  notice 
liad  been  jnven  o!  tl.is  motion,  it  was  true  tiiat 
the  hon.  gent,  had  previously  communicated  the 
intention  to  him,  but  the  House  was  not  apprized 
of  it.  The  hon.  member  had  inferied  from  his 
silence  that  he  had  no  oUjtcli.in  to  the  motion, 
and  as  it  was  not  opposed,  the  motion  was  car- 
ried ;  but  the  truth  was,  that  he  nad  an  objedlion 
to  the  motion.  Tlie  objection  was,  that  no  par- 
liamentary ground  was  laid  before  the  House  for 
assenting  to  the  produtflion  of  these  documents. 
He  did  not  underfland  that  any  such  g-onnd  was 
laid  for  the  motion,  and  as  tiieefFtd:  of  complying 
■with  it  would  be  to  caft  an  imputation  on  the 
condu'l  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  on  the 
conduct  of  the  the  executive  government  at  that 
time,  for  all  the  government  was  in  some  measure 
included  iu  the  complaints  of  that  memorial ;  and 
that  being  done  without  any  foundation  or  par- 
liamentary ground  for  incjuiry,  and  three  great 
law  ofTictrs  of  tiie  Crown  being  complained  of 
in  tl;e  memorial,  namely,  the  King's  attorney-ge- 
neral, the  King's  advocate,  and  ths  King's  prodlor, 
he  thought  it  would  be  improper  for  ttie  House 
to  order  to  be  laid  before  it  any  document  of  this 
nature;  he  said  this  because  he  was  mod  credibly 
informed,  that  all  this  complaint  againft  these 
learned  ai^d  hon.  officers,  was  wjiolly  without  foun- 
dation, and  the  proof  of  jhat  the  charges  were  well 
founded  ought  to  have  been  adduced  by  the  hon. 
member  who  made  the  motion.  Besides  the  im- 
putation on  the  members  of  government,  at  the 
time  of  presenting  the  memorial,  there  was  another 
caft  on  those  who  at  present  composed  the  exe- 
cutive government  ;  and  it  would  appear  by  this 
memorial  as  if  they  h^d  negletfled  to  take  proper 
fteps  on  that  occasion  to  rediess  the  grievances 
which  were  Rated  in  the  memorial,  a  species 
of  censure  to  which  none  of  his  IVlajefly'sminillers 
could  suhmit,  because  they  were  not  conscious  of 
deserving  it.  If  the  hon.  gent,  had  ftated  that  he 
meant  to  inflitute  an  inquiry  aftcrwaids  into  the 
coududtof  those  minifters  of  government  of  whom 
he  complained,  and  had  laid  before  the  House 
ground  of  suspicion,  that  they  had  miscondutited 
themselves  j  then  it  would  have  been  regular  for 


him  to  have  made  this  motion,  and  indeed  it  would 
have  been  his  duty  to'  move  for  doci!:nents  to  elu- 
cidate the  suiijeiTt.  Jiut  he  h.id  l.ii<l  no  parlia- 
mentary ground  for  the  piodnClion  of  .'^uch  do^ 
cuments  ,  it  was  unfit  th^t  tliey  should  be  laid 
before  the  House,  under  an  al  ej'ation  of  misron- 
ducH:,  where  there  was  not  any  such.  If  suspicion 
had  been  entertained,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
fact  should  be  disclosed  ;  and  he  was  happy  to 
add,  that  if  thee  was  any  ihing  irregular  in  any 
part  of  the  cat  itated  in  the  mtniDi  ial,  it  had 
been  long  since  corrected  by  his  right,  iion.  friend, 
and  that  at  this  moment  there  was  not  the  shadow 
of  ground  for  complaint  in  these  particulars  aguinli 
the  Boaid  of  Admiralty.  Fur  these  reason.s  he 
thought  he  owed  it  to  the  hon.  persons  alluded  to 
in  the  memorial  of  the  hon  gent,  as  well  as  to  his 
Majsfly's  government  at  large,  to  move  that  iiift 
the  order  for  laying  this  memorial  antl  papers  be- 
fore the  House  be  read,  and  then  to  move  that  ihc 
said   be  discharged. 

Capt.  Cochrane  said,  that  he  had  a  great  many 
prize  causes  to  be  heard  in  ihe  court  of  Admiral  y, 
and  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  m.inner  in  v/hicli 
they  had  been  condudted.  He  complained  that  in 
all  cases  of  prize  causes  the  King's  pititStor  mud 
be  employed  by  all  the  oliicers  ot  the  Kiiig's 
navy.  He  tht^ughtit  was  but  juft  that  each  officer 
who  had  a  prize  cause  should  be  allowed  to  chu'C 
his  own  prodtor.  He  said,  that  in  many  in- 
ffanees  the  partner  of  Mr.  Heseltine,  the  King's 
pr^  tftor  was  often  concerned  for  the  party  that 
was  adverse  to  the  King's  officer  ft)r  whom  the 
King's  proctor  was  concerned.  He  complaiiud 
that  these  praAices  weie  highly  dangeious  to  his 
intcrefts,  and  to  the  general  interests  ot  the  ofHcei* 
of  his  Majtfty's  navy  concerned  in  prize  causes. 
He  complained  of  his  intercfts  being  neglcdted, 
and  of  the  prodlor's  bill  being  enoimous,  kc.  He 
proceeded  to  itate  all  the  proceedings  he  had  at 
the  Shakspeare  and  other  caverns,  when  »  mefling 
was  convened  by  him  of  a  great  number  of  oHiL:ers 
of  his  Majeiry's  navy  concerned  in  prize  causes — - 
which  ended  in  a  memorial,  the  memorial  in  ques- 
tion :  and  he  ob'-erved,  that  after  it  was  drawn, 
the  officers  mofl  unnccountably  deserted  him,  and 
left  him  to  present  his  memorial  alor.c. 

Dr.  IvAURENcE  allowed  the  motives  of  the 
hon.  member  to  be  pure,  but  maintained  that  the 
subjeft  of  his  complaint  was  founded  on  an  entire 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  legal 
proceedings  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  ;  these 
charges  were  brought  forward  in  the  absence  of 
knowledge  of  the  true  intereft  of  the  hon.  officer 
himself;  this  he  undertook  to  aver  trom  his  own 
immediate  and  personal  knowledge.  He  defended 
all  the  officers  of  doiftors'  commons,  who  had 
been  alluded  to,  and  assuied  the  House  they  had 
always  conducted  themselves  in  a  way  that  did 
them  honour.  He  then  went  over  all  the  charges 
hnniglit  forward,  and  said  they  were  enti;cly 
without  toundation,  for  that  lie  knew  profes- 
sionaily  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He 
alledged  that  the  charges  in  the  bill  were  more 
moderate  than  the  same  business  would  have 
been  charged  at  20  years  ago  ;  and  as  to  every 
officer  being  allowed  to  employ  his  own  prodtor, 
in  prize  causes,  it  mufl  be  observed,  that  such 
proceeding  would  interfere  with  the  pierogative  of 
the  Crown — a  prerogative  of  great  value  to  his 
majefty's  subjetSts,  since  the  management  of  mat- 
ters Ot  prizes  were  often  intimately  cooae^cd  wiih 
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the  affXir,*  of  foreign  nation?,  and  tlie  quefcion  of 
peace  or  war. 

Sir  W.  Scott  defended  the  pcntiemen  of  tlie 
commons,  and  asHircil  ilie  House  thpt  flf  causes 
of  the  ho!i.  member  wee  all  of  then  condudVed 
as  well  at  it  was  po'.r.ihie,  iiy  Mr.  Heseltine  the 
King's  prodlor,  notwithstanding  a  f;cnt.  in  part- 
nership with  him,  h:id  sometimes  been  conceined 
on  the  other  side  ;  however,  that  was  a  pracThice 
■whicii  was  unseemly,  an  I  iheretore  tie  had  cati^ed 
it  to  be  discfintinued.  He  thonjlii  (!)anr.  Cochrane 
misguided  in  this  case,  and  he  reminclf-d  him  of 
a  maxim  by  wliich  it  was  said,  that  when  a  man 
becomes  Iiis  own  lawyer,  he  ]ii5  not  always  the 
Bioft  prudent  client. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
If^edr.e^diy,  June  2q. — fM'.^!.  Q-Ji.j 

[Army  of  Reserve.] — Sir  W.  W.  Wvnne  ob- 
served, that  ill  consequei'.ce  of  an  intimation  of  t'.:e 
■wishes  of  government,  several  offers  of  volunteer  corps 
have  been  m'  de,  upon  rendition  cf  being  exempt  from 
ballots,  which  exempMon  was  intended  by  govern- 
ment ;  and,  thcrrfori-,  hethoufrht,  that  all  the  corps 
so  Dffcring  before  the  22d  June,  sI:on!d  i)e  exempt  Irom 

the  ballot  of  the  army  of  reserve. Dr.  Laurencc: 

supported    an   amendn^ent    to  tbis  eflVct,  proposed  by 

Sir   W.  W.Wynne. Mr.   AoDtNc  ton  opposed 

this  ;  observing,  that  the  oTers  were  so  nourpprous, 
that  it  was  "to  avoid  throwing  the  additional  harden 
*'  I'pon  the  people,  th.<t  many  of  tbeolFn's  were  not 
*'  accepted." Mr.  Pitt  objcfied  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  "  could  not  believe,  thai  any  person  en- 
*'  tered  into  vo'unteer  corps  to  save  themselves  from 
•'  the  effeft  of  this  ballot.  If  the  House,"  he  said, 
*'  were  to  go  on  extending  the  evemptions  thus, 'Iify 
•'  would  greatly  narrow  the  means  of  obtaining  a 
*'  large  regular  force.  He  hoped  that  offers  ot  vo- 
*'  lunteer  service  would  coine  in,  to  a  very  great 
*'  amount;  but  he  was  sure  the  voliintt-ers  would  be 
"  afluated  by  that  fee'ing,  winch  m.iist  govern  the 
*'  breast  of  exery  Englishman,  and  not  by  any  view 

**   to   exemption." LTpf)ii    the  clause  for  drafting 

therren  into  the  regiments  of  the  line,  Col.  Crawford 
observed,  that  he  hoped'^those  rfgiments  would  be  filled 
Up  as  soon  as  possible  ;  whereupr^h  Mr.  Sheridan 
Said,  "  I  obje(ft  to  any  question  being  put  to  the  men 
*'   thus  disposed  of,   as    to   ".'.■hr.ther  they  are  luiHing,  to 

'*  "votunteer  Jor  gcieral  service." Mr.    Pit  T  wished 

for  an  am.endment  to  enable  his  Maiestv  to  remove  the 
rnen  from  one  regiment  to  another. — Mr.  Sheridan 
*'  repeated  his  objeftion  as  t.i  any  question  being  put 
*'  to  the  men  enrolled  under   this    aft,  as  to  ivkeiher 

"   they    ivere  ivi/fiiig    to  erJiit   for  ^-enci  al  •.er'iitce,'" 

JVIr.  Pitt  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  ought 
to  be  fixed  days  of  muster  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
who  of  these  men  were  willing  to  volunteer  for  general 
service. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tkarsdtiv,   June  -^oth — (Win.  p.  q-jd.) 

I^Army  of  Reserve.] — Upon  a  motion  fOrthe 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Johnstone  called  upon 
ministers  to  shew  whether  they  had  not  involved  the 
country  in  a  new  war  because  metely  for  the  sake  of 
keeping  possession  ot  Malta  for  a  certain  number  of 
years,  while  it  had  been  offered  by  the  French  g  'vern 
menl  to  give  up  Malta  to  Russia,   an  offer  which,  if 


acceded  to,  wo'ild  have  p'ncfd  our  Eaft  India  posses- 
sions, a'  d  tvtiy  other  inttrcft  conncfled  with  Malta, 
in  as  great,  or  even  greater  security  than  if  we  per- 
sifti  d  in  ivtaiiiing  it  ourse'ves.  He  was,  therefore, 
juftlfi-  d  in  s;iying,  hnt  '^n  the  alternative  of  evacuating 
Malta  depended,  and  \'.-3s  decided,  the  recommence- 
ment of  'noflilifies.  The  hon.  gent,  next  took  a  survey 
of  the  finicial  iL^tements  Inid  bef.jrc  the  House  by  the 
ChanceUor  of  the  E.;ch.nU'T,  and  contended,  that 
so  far  from  their  being  ac-iir^itr  a  ti  the  e.xpendiinre 
wbh'h  wui  Id  he  uKurrcd  by  the  vv.ir,  it  wau  d,  on  the 
contr.iry,  \)p  tonnd  \\\'\.  ti'e  expenses  of  the  war  would 
amount  1 1  nearly  the  donble  of  what  they  were  ell i- 
mated  at.  Tie  wished,  hawcvcr,  that  the  calcutalions 
on  which  he  founded  that  as'ertloii  might  prove 
fallacious  ;  bar  much  he  feared  that  sn:h  would  not  he 
the  case.  Wlir.t  then  had  we  to  espeft  ?  V/ith  all  our 
pieparatlfins,  whether  for  dcfen'/ivc  or  offensive  w-r, 
he  was  run-  we  should  not  be  able  t'l  make  any  im- 
pression upon  France. —  Fhe  attempt  v/as  hopeless, 
and  the  di:  appointment  of  the  countiy  would  agam 
comprl  r;o'(rnmcnt  to  sne  for  jicace.  What  then 
had  ■ve  to  look  to  but  the  mediation  of  Russia  .'  It 
was  in  v.-  n  to  expeifi:  any  success  from  a  apposed 
unpopular! iv  of  P)Uon.ipartL-.  He  might  be  disliked 
by  some,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  French  people 
muft  even,  out  of  gratitude,  be  attached  to  him.  In 
his  opiriior,,  therefore,  attacks  U|ion  FrMicc  muft  prove 

altogetlier   futile. Mr.    Kutchinson    said,     that, 

whenever  the  hour  of  dn-ger  arrived,  Ireland  would 
be  found  leady  and  willing  to  lend  real  and  cordial 
support  to  thii,  country.  If  any  thing  1  ke  discontent 
prevailed  there,  it  v;as  comparatively  as  nothing,  and 
only  what  wjs  to  be  observed  in  every,  even  the 
bcfl  governed  Irates.  The  Irish  people  would  shew 
themselves  as  loval  and  united  as  any  set  of  men 
could  do,  and  their  cord.al  co-ojieration  in  the  day 
of  dilficulty  and  danger  might  be  confidently  relied 
upon.  The  only  conteft  that  could  arise  between  the 
two  countries   would   be,  which  was  to  iland  foremoll: 

in  the  battle. Mr.  Archdall   rose  to  advert   to 

the  obsfi  vations  wliich  the  hon.  gent,  had  thrown  out 
resjiedtinp,  Irrrland.  There  (lie  says)  government  has 
ind'Sposcd  one  half  of  the  people,  without  having  con- 
ciliated the  other.  This  was  quite  novel  to  hnn  ;  not 
less  so  than  seeing  the  hon.  gent,  fland  up  as  the 
representative  of  the  feelmgs  and  affedlions  of  Ireland. 
If  those  feelings  were  accurately  scrutinized,  the  is.'-ue 
would  mod  assuredly  be  found  as  ngyeciihic  ard  tuj. 
C'j'ne  to  t!::  House  as  the  issue  of  a  late  scvutiiiv. 
There  exided  a  spirit  in  the  country  fully  at'ccjuate 
to  furnish  every  means  of  that  defence,  and  wtien 
the  time  came  that  spirit  would  display  itself.  It 
was  to  that  spirit  we  mull  truft,  and  not  fy  g-A-ernmevt ; 
for  whether  I'arliament  assented  or  not  to  the  measure 
now     proposed,    their    ijlice    ii;ouLi    he  of  little  a-rail 

naith'iut  the  concurring  voice  of  the  empire. Lord 

de  l'i.Ar)uiEP,E  hoped  that  this  force,  when  raised, 
W(->uld  be  employed  in  offensirc  operations  ;  and  asked 
what  the  late  miniller  would  not  have  effected,  witk 
a  force  such  as  is  now  put  into  the  haids  of  govern- 
ment.  Col.  Crawford  was  about  to  "ieliver  his 

sentiments  upon  the  subjeifV,  when  Mr.  Yorke  rose 
and  moved  for  the  doors  to  be  closed,  by  which 
il rangers  were  excluded  for  the  venaaindet  of  the 
sittinpr.  .,,.     ...    „.^,  .,,..,. 


The  remainder  of  the  Parliamentary  Proceedings,  for  this  session,  will  be  found  in  the 
Supplement  to  the  next  volume,  where  the  Parli amentakx  Accounts  aLo,  and 
the  List  o/  Acts,  Jor  the  sgssien,  will  be  found. 
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OFFICIAL  PAPERS  ON  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  PRELIMINARY 
AND  DEFINITIVE  TRiiA'lIES,  &:c.— Part  IE  Treaty  oi  Ami  ens. 


{For  Paiit  I.  sec  pa 

Negotiations  for  jI  definitive  ;'.r,d  gene- 
ral peace,  agreeably  to  tjie  prelii.Tinafits, 
were  opened  at,  Amiens.  Citizen  Joseph  Bo- 
naparte was  appointed  plenipotentiary  for 
France,  and  the  Marquis  Cornwalhs  was  no- 
minated in  the  same  character  on  the  ]~art  of 
England  The  delay  of  ttie  [' nglish  ir.ini^ter 
in  proceeding  to  France  was  calculated  to 
excite  astonishment.  The  First  Consul, 
therefore,  expressed,  through  the  mediuni  of 
Citizen  Otto,  his  a;ixietv  to  see  the  preiimi- 
haries  of  the  pacification  imm.ediately  con- 
verted into  a  definitive  treaty,  u'h.ich  alone 
tovXA  establish  the  repose  of  the  world.  'The 
AJarquis  Cornwallis  repaired,  in  the  first 
place,  to  Paris,   where   some   previous  con 


Ji/;riaif,  '2'2d  jVitnSr,  Year  \C\,J(in.  12,  1802'^ 
—1  he  French  and  British  plenij/olentiariey 
having  met,  Lord  Cornwallis  communicatee! 
to  Ciiizen  Joseph  Bon?.i)arte  the  answer  of 
his  government  to  the  propositions  for  de- 
molishing the  fortifications  of  Malta;  which 
answer  is,  that  the  said  ])ropositions  beino: 
contrary  to  Articles  I^^andXIV.  cannot  be' 
adoplcd.  After  long  discussions,  it  is  agreed 
that  ll.e  French  minister  shall  present  a  plan 
of  arrangement  for  the  article  relative  ia 
Malta.  'I'he  conference  is  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Joseph  Bonaparte,  Cornv.aliisi 

In  the  siircteding  conferences,  the  article 
respecting  Malta  was  discussed,  on  bot'i  sides. 


ferences  took  place   betvi^eeh  Citizen  Joseph     vvith  m\  ailention  and  minutenes  which  might 


Bonaparte  and  him  in  the  beginning  of  Fri 
maire,  year  10,  (2'id,  23d,  &c.  November, 
iHOI).  It  was  evident,  from  the  lirst,  that 
the  article  relative  to  Malta  was  that  which 
would  present  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the 
treaty  about  to  be  concluded  ;  though  it  ap- 
peared that  nothing  was  necessary  to  be  done 
on  this  point,  in  the  definitive  treaty,  except 
to  name  the  power  to  whom  the  guarantee 
of  Malta  should  be  entrusted.  But  the  seat 
of  the  negotiation  was  scarcely  removed  to 
Amiens,  when  the  British  plenipotentiary  be- 
gan to  start  new  questions,  and  to  make  new 
demands  concerning  Malta.      He  deir;anded. 


have  been  expected  to  produce  an  immedi- 
ate agrecinent :  b\it,  oi'i  the  contr?rv,  farther 
diificullies  arose,  botii  on  this  article^  and  on 
other  points  of  the  treaty  to  be  concluded. 
The  best  manner  of  stating  the  discussions 
which  took  place  on  these  topics,  is  fa  insert 
tlie  Protocols  of  all  the  conferences  of  the 
French  and  English  plenipotentiaries,  from- 
the  '23(1  Nivosc  to  the  18th  Vcntose. 

PROTOCOr., 

Jmiens,  93(1  Nlrase,  Yceif  in,  \Sth  Jarij 
I  802. — The  plenipoten'liaries  of  the  French- 
Republic  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  having- 
mer.  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte,  agreeably  iii 


that,  if  there  were  to  be  a  Frtneh  langue  in  j  his  engagements  rn  the  preceding  conference, 
JMalta,  there  should  also  be  an  Enolish  lanjrue: 

,  '  O  ill 

it  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  none  for 
either  of  the  two  nations.  He  testified  great 
anxiety  i-especting  the  future  condition  of 
]\Ialta  ;  and  was  not  only  desirous  that  the 
guarantee  should  be  pointed  out,  but  that  the 


pr.-.-posed  a  new  arrangement,  in  which  he' 
endeavoured  to  meet  as  much  as  possible  the 
10th  article  of  the  plan  for  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  presented  by  Lord  Corn- 
wallis. FJe  declared  that  he  knew  no  incon- 
venience hi  restoring  the  island  of  Malta  ta 


protection  should  Hke>.vise  be  specified  to  j  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru^lem,  under  the' 
consist  in  the  establishment  of  a  considerable  |  immiediatc  protection  of  the  King  f)f  Naples,- 
foreign     garrison    at    iNlalta.     To    terminate  '  whose  sovereiontv  over  tr.e  said  island  should 


these  discussions,  and  to  remove  every  in- 
convenience, the  French  plenipotentiary  pro- 
posed that  the  Order  of  Malta  should  be  mo- 
dified with  respect  to  its  composition;  that, 
instead  of  an  order  of  knighthood,  it  should 
become,  siirsply,  an  order  of  hospitality, 
conformably  io  its  primitive  institution  ;  and, 
that  the  fortifications  of  Malta  being  demo- 
lished, that  island  should  be  co'tiverted  into  a 
great  lazaretto,  appropriated  to  the  equal  ac- 
commodation c?f  all  tb.e  different  nations 
which  trade  in  Mediterranean  and  the  Le- 
vant. The  English  government  would  not 
consent  to  this  proposition  ;  and  its  refusal  is 
recorded  in  the  Protocol  of  the  sitting  of  the 
22d  Nivose,  year  10,  in-  tiie  followiHg 
terms  — 
Vol.  in. 


be  formally  acknou'ledged.  As  io  the  gua- 
rantee, he  proposed  to  place  it  in  all  the 
great  powers  interested  in  the  maintenance  cf 
ihe  Order;  namely,  in  France,  En^fand, 
Russia,  Spain,  Austria,  and  Prussia.  \^'ith 
res]5ect  to  the  troops,  he  proposed  (in  case 
that  those  of  the  Order  should  be  insufficient 
for  garrisoning  and  defending  the  island\  to 
make  all  the  guaranteeing  powers  concur  \xi 
liirnishing  an  equal  proportion.  In  this  wav 
each  power  might  supply  two  hundred  men^ 
wi;0  should  be  paid  by  the  Ordt-r,  and  whoso 
officers  should  be  appointed  by  the  C:Jrar;d 
Master;  care  being'Maken  that  the  ofiiccis  cf 
each  corps  should  l^e  natives  of  the  ccuntrv 
to  which  (hat  coq^s  bclop.ged.     He  al'so  .stated 

I  that  France   r.i;d  F.n^hj?id   lYiight   cent  -rt  :;*; 

'       -   1  i  i 
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an  agreement  witli  tlie  other  powers,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  all  the  belligerent  nations 
sliould  in  time  of  war  respect  tJie'independence 
of  the  iiland  ot  Malta,  and  that  it  shovild  be  for 
each  of  them  a  lazaretto,  under  their  com- 
mon guarantee.  Ford  Cornwallis  declared, 
that  while  he  adopted  part  of  the  principles 
of  the  French  government  respecting  Malta, 
he  believed  he  should  make  the  intentions  of 
his  court  belter  known,  by  inserting  in  the 
Protocol  the  following  articles,  which  he 
hoped  would  reconcile  the  views  of  the  con- 
tracting parties : The  island  of  Malta,  vath 

its  dependencies,  shall  be  restored  to  the  Or- 
der of  St.  John- of  Jerusalem,  on  the  follow- 
ing conditions  :■ — I.  In  order  to  secure  the 
absolute  independence  of  that  island,  it  shall 
be  put  under  the  guarantee  and  protection  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  Austria,  Ru.ssia,  Spain, 
and  Prussia.  IL  The  ports  of  Malta  shall 
be,  at  all  times,  neutral ;  and  that  neutrality 
shall  be  preserved,  notwithstanding  any  hos- 
tilities whatsoever  in  which  the  powers 
above-mentioned  may  find  themselves  en- 
gaged. 111.  The  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
i^alem  shall  abolish  the  principle  of  a  perpe- 
tual war  agains  the  infidels.  W.  In  regard 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  crown  of  Sicily,  the 
ports  of  Malta,  of  Gozo,  ^and  of  Camino, 
shall  be  shut  against  the  armed  vessels,  or 
the  prizes  of  any  of  the  powers  of  Barl)ar\- 
whatsoever,  every  time  that  these  powers 
shall  be  at  war  with  his  Sicilian  f.iajesty. 
V.  The  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall 
evacuate  that  island  in  three  months,-  reck- 
oning from  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty  ;  and  it  shall  be  surrendered  in  its  pre- 
sent stale  to  his  Sicilian  Majesiy,  who  shall 
furnish  the  force  which  he  shall  judge  neces- 
sary to  form,  conjointly  with  tlie  Maltese 
troops,    the  garrison  of    the   jirincipal  forts, 

during  the  space  of  • — ■ ■  \c  ,rs.     XL  In 

order  to  give  his  Sicilian  Maje-Av  the  means 
of  inaiiilaining  the  said  provisional  garrison, 
his  Britannic  Mrjestyand  the  French  Repub- 
lic agree  to  pay,  annually,  in  equal  propor- 
tions (tiic  paymenls  being  to  be  n^iade  every 

hix  months)  the  sum  of .     \U.  .After 

the  said  term  of  six  months,  the  half,  at  least, 
of  the  garrison  shall  be  composed  of  native 
Maltese  ;  ani  for  the  remaining  part,  the  Or- 
der shall  have  power  to  recruit  among  the 
natives  of  the  countries  which  shall  continue 
to  possess  langues  in  the  Order.  The  native 
Maltesti  troops  shall  have  Maltese  officers; 
and  the  command  in  chief  c/ the  garrison,  as 
well  as  the  nomination  of  the  oihcers,  shall 
belong  to  tim  Grand  Master  of  the  Order. 
VIII.  There  siiall  be  established  a  Maltese 
langue,  vv'hich  shall  be  maintained  by  the 
terruorial  revenues  and  the  commercia.1  duties 
of  txhe -/l;nd.     IX.  The  ports  of  Malta  shall 


be  open  to  the  commerce  and  the  navigation^ 
of  all  nations,  who  shall  there  pay  equal  and 
moderate  duties:  the  revenues  accruing  there- 
from shall  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  Maltese  laiigue,  to  that  of  the  civil  and 
military  establi.-hmenls  of  the  island,  and  also- 
to  that  of  a  lazaretto,  which  all  nations  may 
use,  in  case  of  necessity.  X.  The  principle 
of  perpetual  hostility  being  abolished,  the  llag 
of  the  Older  shall  be  under  the  protection  of 
the  above-mentioned  powers.  XI.  The  said' 
powers  shall  be  invited  to  accede  to  this  ar- 
rangement. XII.  The  i-ights  of  sovereignty 
of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  over  the 
island  of  Malta,  are  formally  recognized ;. 
consequently  the  ( irand  Master  of  the  Order 
of  Malta,  or  his  representative,  shall  kienee- 
forth  receive,  in  Uie  name  of  the  Order,  the 
oatli  of  fidelity  to  the  crown  of  Sicily,  which 
waa  taken  at  the  time  of  the  original  grant,  as 
also  an  oat'h  (similar  to  that  taken  by  the  com- 
missaries of  the  Order  at  that  epoch)  to  main- 
tain the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people 
of  Malta  and  Gozo,  as  they  are  specified  in 
the  present  arrangement.  The  conference 
was  deferred  to  the  following  day. 

CoriivjulUs,  J.  Bonaparte. 

PROTOCOL. 

Jmkus,  2F-,i/i  A'/tvwr,  Year  10,  ISth  Jan\ 
1  SO'i.— -The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French 
Republic  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  having, 
met.  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  proposed  to 
I  pursue  the  discussion  relative  to  Malta.  He 
j  declared  that,  animated  with  the  desire  of  a 
I  prom]-)t  conciliation,  his  government  would 
I  renounce  a  part  of  the  articles  which  it  had 
proposed,  and  admit  several  of  those  in  the 
project  presented  bv  the  British  minister f 
that  as  to  the  Hid,  'l\' th,  and  Xth  articles,, 
relative  to  the  abolition  of  the  principle  of 
perpetual  warfare  against  infidels,  and  the 
stipulation  which  (as  their  consequence)  would 
open  to  them  the  ports  of  Malta,  it  conceived 
(hal  those' articles,  though  conformable  to  the 
soundest  ideas,  would  nevertheless  meet  with 
many  obstacles  on  the  part  of  the  slates  pos- 
sessing Maltese  langues,  "Unless  a  reciprocity- 
were  i^stablished  on  the  part  of  the  states  of 
Barbary.  But,  in  the  present  system  of  hos- 
tilities, hww  can  it  be  prop.o^ed  to  those 
powers  to  ;upply  the  Order  of  Malta,  whose 
l^orts  would  offer  an  asylum  to  their  enemies^ 
and  a  station  where  the  Barbary  corsairs  would 
lye  in  wait  for  the  mercantile  vessels  as  thcv 
came  out  of  the  ports  of  Sicily,  the  Adriatic, 
and  the  Levant }  On  the  other  side,  is  this 
the  moment  for  commencing  a  discussion 
which  affects  so  many  diflVrent  interests,  and 
the  solution  of  which  could  not  fail  to  retard 
the  conclusion  of  a  work  expected  by  both 
nations  with  too  much  impatience  to  permit 
its  progitss  to   be  interrupted  by  accessary 
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"•objects  '  It  seems  proper  to  leave  it  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  two  governments  Ir,  choose  the 
(Wioment  wl^en,  secure  from  all  the  existing 
iprejudices,  it  will  be  an  easier  task  to  attempt 
the  abolition  of  a  system  proscribed  by  the 
Jibernl  principles  wlich  direct  the  two  na- 
tions. The  following  articles  may  conciliate 
4he    rights  and    the    interests  of  all  parties. 

■  Art.  I.  The  islands  of  Malta,  of  Gozo,  and  of 
Camino,  sh-.:!l  be  restored  to  the  Order 
■'of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.     II.  The  Knights 

-'•of   that    Order   shall    be    invited    to    repair 

.thither,  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of  the  j^re- 
'isent  tre  ty  shall  have  been  exchanged.     They 

■shall  there  assemble  in  a  general  chapter,  and 
-proceed,  within  the  space  of  three  months,  to 

the  eleciion  of  a  Grand  Master,  should  sue  : 

ciioicc  not  have  been  made  on  the  continent 
.before  that  epoch.     III.  The  forces  of  his. 
"Britannic   Majesty  shall  evacuate  the  island 
'and  its  dependencies  within  three  months  after 

the  exch;  nge  of  toe  ratifications  :  it  shall  be 

•  restored  to  the  Order  in  the  state  in  which  it 
'  now   is.     IV.   There  shall  be   established  a 

•  Maltese  langue,  which  shall  be  maintained 
J  by  the  territorial  revenues  and  commercial 
"■  (duties  of  the  island.  V.  One-half  of  the  gar- 
>  rison,  at  least,  must  always  be   composed  of 

Maltese  ;  for  the  remainder,  the  Order  shall 

"h^vc  power  to  recruit  among  the  n:ilives  of 

the'    countries    which    continue    to    possess 

"  ^angiies.     The  Maltese  troops  shall  have  Mal- 

'■  Icse  officers.     The  chief  command   of   the 

'  garrison,  as   also  the  nomination  of  the  ofii- 

<:ers,  shall  belong  to   the  Crrand   Master  of 

the  Order.     VI.  The  island  is  put  under  the 

protection  and  guarantee  of  France,  (.Treat 

■  Britain,  Austria,  Russia,  Spain,  and  Prussia. 
VII.  The  permanent  neutrality  of  the  Order 
of  Malta  is  proclaimed.  VIII.  The  ports  of 
Malta  shall  be  open  to  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  all  na'i.'ns,  who  shall  therein  pay 
equal  and  moderate  duties.  'I'hose  duties 
shall  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Maliese  langue,  the  civil  and  military  esta- 
blishments of  the  island,  and  also  to  lh:!t  of 
a  general  lazaretto,  open  to  all  flags.  IX.  The 
powers  of  Barbary  are  alone  excepted  from 
the  dispositions  of  the  preceding  article,  uniil 
they  themselves  sliall  have  renounced  their 
system  of  habitual  hostility.     In  this  case  the 

■  contracting  parties  engage  to  preserve  for 
them  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  rights  in 
Malta  with  every  other  nation.  X.  The  Or- 
der shall  continue  to  be  governed,  both  as  to 
spiritual  and  temporal  affairs,  by  the  same 
statutes  which  were  in  force  at  its  departure 
from  Malta.  XI.  The  powers  whose  gua- 
rantee is  invoked  in  the  Gth  article,  are  in- 
vited to  accede  to  the  present  arrangement. 
Lord  Cornwallis  has  reserved  to  himself  to 


answer    the    antecedent    proportion,    at    an 
early  coutcrence.  J.  Bunupuric. 

ruoTocoi.. 
.iiniens,  29th  ^'■ivo.^it■,  j/'.ar  in, —  ]9,  Jan.  1802. 
— 'I'he  plenipotentiaries  of  Inmce  and  Eng- 
land, havin'j;  met  for  the  continu^'tion  of  their 
labours,  observed,  that  both  nations  must  ex- 
pt'ct^  with  equal  impatience,  the  signing  of  the 
definitive  treaty;  and  that  th'-  only  means  of 
attaining  that  object  was  doubtless  to  inform 
each  other  mutually,  and  without  delay^  of  the 
[)oints  Vvhlch  each  -of  the  governments  was 
disposed  no  longer  to  contest.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis instantly  ueclarcd  that  he  consented  to 
adopt  the  form  of  the  preamble  emjiloycd  in 
past  treaties  between  the  French  Republic 
and  other  powers.  1  ie  likewise  consented  to 
stipulate  in  the  definitive  treaty,  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  privilet^es,  ranks,  and  preroga- 
tives, enjoyed  by  ambassadors,  ministers,  and 
other  agents  of  the  contracting  powers,  before 
the  war.  As  to  what  related  to — 1 .  The  ex- 
change of  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mi- 
quelon  for  a  part  of  the  island  of  Newfound- 
land.— '2.  The  cession  of  an  establishment  fur 
the  fishery  in  the  Malouine  isles, — 3.  Tiic 
neutrality  of  fishers  in  time  of  u-ar ;  Lord 
Cornwallis  said,  that  these  articles  having 
been  presented  and  rejecied  belure  the  sign- 
ing of  the  preliminaries,  could  not  be  re-pro- 
duced with  greater  success.  Citizen  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  in  his  turn,  declared  that  he  de- 
sisted from  the  demands  relative  to  the  above 
three  articles.  Lord  Cornwallis  then  declared, 
that  his  oovernment  could  not  consent  to  the 
abolitic'ii  of  salutes  at  sea,  because  that  was 
unprecedented,  and  had  no  connection  with 
tht  present  war.  He  demanded  from  \vhat 
motive  the  French  government,  in  itscounter- 
profect  of  treaty,  atfectedly  detailed  all  the 
restitutions  which  were  to  be  the  result  of 
peace;  v/hilst  it  was  more  simple  and  more 
proper  to  place  the  ])arties  in  the  same 
sta(e  as  before  tlie  war.  Citizen  Joseph  Bo- 
naparte replied, —  I.  That  salutes  at  sea  being 
a  source  of  pretensions  and  dleputes,  it  ^ap- 
peared proper  to  stipulate  their  abolition, 
'2.  Tnat  ihe  nominal  descrii)tion  of  the-  objects 
to  be  restored,  had  for  its  object  to  make 
known,  by  a  single  law,  the  positive  state  of 
the  contracting  nations,  so  as  to  have  no  longer 
any  occasion  to  recur  to  anterior  treaties.  He 
added,  that  notwithstanding  the  merit  of  the 
considerations  relative  to  these  two  articles, 
his  o-overnment  was  disposed  also  to  desist 
from  them  in  favour  of  peace.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis demanded,  that  the  article  relative 
to  the  sequestrations  should  be  inserl-td  lite- 
rallv  in  the  definitive  treaty  as  it  stood  in  the 
jM-eliminaries,  and  In  the  project  presented  by 
his  (fovermnent.  lie  observcdj  tjiat  the  addi- 
*  i  i  1  2  lional 
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itlonal  clause  of  the  counter-project  which  says, 
that  "  Enghsh  creditors  in  France  cannot  be 
fnore  favoured  than  the  French  themsdvcs," 
would  be  prejudicial  to  the  English  nation, 
inismuch  as  the  English  government  had  not 
touched  the  property,  tie  effects,  or  the  funds 
of  any  Freiichnrin  ;  that  of  France,  on  the 
contrar)-,  had  seized  all  Ihat  the  English  had 
in  France,  and  had  made  only  ini:.ginary  re- 
imbursements. Wliatever  right  the  French 
government  had  to  proceed  "in  this  manner 
towards  French  citizens,  according  to  the  law 
of  circumstancj:s,  it  could  not  so  dispose  of 
what  belonged  to  the  English,  Citizen  Joseph 
Bonaparte  took  this  article  rd  referendum— 
Lord  Cornwaliis  then  proceeding  to  replv  to 
the  demiands  made  by  citizen  Joseph  Bona- 
parte, relative  to  tlie  augmentation  of  the 
French  territory  and  commerce  in  India,  said, 
That  the  conditions  proposed  by  p^ ranee  v\-ould 
produce  endless  discussions,  and  that  the  Eng- 
lish government  persisted  in  the  return  to  the 
sanie  state  in  which  both  nations  were  before 
the  war.  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  observed, 
that  the  pure  and  simple  restitution  of  the 
French  possessions  in  India,  being  rather  to 
be  ponsiJered  as  a  charge  than  a  benefit,  it 
would  be  natural  enough  that  France  should 
insisi  upon  iier  demands  relative  to  important 
ameliorations;  but  that  this  governm.ent,  wish- 
ing to  accelerate  llie  epoch  of  a  peace  so  de- 
sirable for  the  whole  world,  insiited  only  on 
th'^  fcliowing  dispositions:^— 1.  That  r'n/land 
shall  give  up,  or  cause  to  be  given  up  tol''raiice, 
the  seven  Joukans,  or  tolls  o{  \'iil;hour;  inas- 
much as  the  district  of  Viliehouv  forming  part 
of  the  territory  of  Pondichciry,  v/as  grante  i 
without  any  reserve  or  restriction,  bv  the 
Soubah  of  Dekan  and  t'c.  Nabob  of  Arcot,  to 
the  French  East-India  Copnpanv.  That  the 
treaty  of  1783  confirmed  this  propertv,  (and 
that,  too,  without  any  restriction,)  a'i]d  yet 
France  has  the  dissatisfaction  still  to  see,  that 
duties,  to  her  b;irdeMSomie,  ?.n;l  cxlremelv  in- 
convenient, are  levied  in  her  own  tcrri'tor-.-, 
in  the  name  ci  a  foix-ign  power.  A  remoii- 
strance  was  presented  upon  this  subject  in 
1785,  by  Messrs,  De  Bussy  and  Coutanceau 
to  Lord  Macartney,  who  answered,  that  the 
joukans  in  .question  formed  part  of  the  ancient 
district  of  X'aidahour,  aiid  belonged  (o  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  It  v.ms  replied,  th;-t  the 
district  of  Vilhehcrur  had,  itself,  toj-med  part 
of  the  district  of  "!,'aldahour ;  and  vet  that, 
since  the  grant  and  confirmation  above  m  jii- 
tioned,  it  had  formed  a  district  comjjletely 
separate ;  that,  consequently,  each  proprietory 


shall  consent  to  ex'change  the  district  of  \"al- 
dahour  for  that  of  Bahour..  which  belongs  to 
France;  inasmuch  as  this  arrangement,  which, 
it  is  said,  was  to  have  been  made  at  the  time 
of  the  treaty  of  ns.S,  would  secure  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Pondicherrv  the  articles  of  the 
iir^  necessity;  and  that,  without  requiring  an 
important  sacrifice,  it  would  terminate  conti- 
nually reviving  difficuhies.  3.  That  at  the 
period  of  the  restitution  of  Yanson,  France 
shall  also  be  put  in  possession  of  the  tract 
whirh  alwavs  belonged  to  her,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Coringuy,  where  the  merchan- 
dize intended  lor  Yanaon  is  embarked ;  and 
as  the  river  has  successively  enci  cached  upon 
the  greater  part  of  the  tract  where  th.e  work- 
shops are  situated,  there  shall  be  granted  an 
equivalent  tract  on  the  opposite  bank;  so  ihat 
the  weavers  driven  out  by  the  inundations, 
mav  still  fnd  an  asvlum.  And  that,  in  exe- 
cution of  the  treaties  of  1783  and  1787,  the 
French  may  have,  for  t^e  trade  carried  on  by 
Ihem  on  the  coa^t  of  Corrmandcl,  and  paiti- 
cujp.rlv  for  th.e  execution  of  their  contracts  in 
l!':e  interior  of  the  countiw  .'he  s^me  means 
Oi'  securiiyand  protection asin  Jt'engsl.  4.  That 
on  the  Malal^ar  coa'^t,  trance,  in  enl'/ring  into 
possession  of  Mahe  and  its  dependencies,  shall 
equally  recover  the  petty  territory  of  Courch:-, 
V  hich  has  always  belonged  to  her  since  the 
cession  made  bv  the  king  of  Colastrie,  to  AJ. 
Mahe  de  Labourdonnaye,  and  of  which  Tip- 
poo  Suhaun  never  had  a  rig  t  to  dispose  in 
favour  of  the  English,  as  he  was  not  thp  pro- 
prietor of  it;  and,  lastly,  that  France  should 
ha-',  e  permission  to  establish  a  laclory  at  Alepe, 
slioiild  she  think  prrjier,  in  order  to  i.c.ve  a 
share  of  the  pepper  trade  in  the  counfiv  of 
(lie  King  of  Travancore.  Lord  Cornwaliis 
said,  t'  at  he  reserved  hiir.seif  to  answer,  in 
the  suijscquent  conferences,  the  demands 
above  slated.  Citizen  Jv:seph  Bonaparte,  not 
being  able  to  lc)Se  s'lg'M  of  the  important  ar- 
ticle of  the  tl^herv,  stated  that  France,  in  re- 
"■,:i:ncing  the  XI,'  Xii,  XIII  and  XlVth  arti- 
cles ot  her  cnunter-projet,  had  only  reserved 
to  herself  to  propose  mod'fieations,  which 
from  experience  seem  to  be  indispensable,  and 
which  had  been  foreseen  by  the  Xllllh  article 
of  the  preliminaries;  wherein  it  is  said,  "  that 
in  the  definitive  treaty,  just  or  reciprocally 
advantageous  arranoements  shall  be  taken,  to 
place  the  fisliery  of  the  tv\'o  nations  in  tlie  state 
f  est  adapted  for  maintaining  peace."  We  are 
charged  to  demand  accordingly, —  ] .  T!  at  the 
French  fisheni:en  of  the  island  of  Newfound- 
land, shall  be  p  otccted  in  the  same  n  a  ner  as 


j7ation  should  enjoy  the  accessories  of  if,v  per-  i  the  Eno-lish  themselves.  2.  That  France,  si  oukl 


tion.     Nothing 


she 


was  decided  with  respect  to  , ^ 

this  just  demand,  by  the  explanatory  conven-  I  agent  at  St.  Johm'' ;3."  That,  In  vir 
iion  of  1787  J  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  at  ,  veral  tn>atip-,  v/c  shall  have  the  rip 


ItuT-th  be  done  justice  to.     -2.  'i  l:at  E 


ngianci  ,  me 


deem  it  proper,  shall  have  a  commercial 
That,  hi  virtue  of  se- 
_ht  of  fish- 
e,\ch!.=ivclv,   and  ai   ail  seasons,   on   the 
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roasts  which  have  been  assigned  to  her,  Inas- 
much as,  when  she  ceded  (iie  property  ot  the 
island  of  Ncwfoundiand,  under  the  reserve  of 
fisiiing  within  a  determined  extent,  she  did  not 
impose  upon  herself  the  conililion  of  not  llsh- 
ing  but  a  certain  kind  of  fis'i,  and  duriu*;  a  par- 
ticular season  of  the  year,  but  only  that  of  not 
being  at  liberty  to  fortify  any  place,  nor  to 
erect  any  buildine,  excL-[)t  the  scaffolds  and 
huts  necessary  for  drying  the  fish.  I'hat 
hence  necessarily  result  several  tacit  rlglUs, 
viz.  the  right  of  cutting  W(3od,  erecting  hos- 
pitals on  shore,  and  providing  for  the  Hrst  ne- 
cessities of  life;  in  fine,  the  riglit  of  leaving 
persons  to  protect  the  boats  and  utensils  of 
the  fishery.  The  greater  part  of  these  rights 
have  been  frequently  contested,  and  fre- 
quently recognized,  since  the  Court  of  Lon- 
jdon  has,  on  different  occasions,  granted  in- 
,4demnilies  to  the  Frejich  proprietors  ol  boais, 
which  had  been  burnt  or  destroyed  bv  the 
English;  but  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  t.:at  the 
same  subjects  of  dispute  may  recur,  unless  a 
remedy  is  provided  by  precise  dispositions. 
The  French  Government  observes,  that  the 
islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  are  about 
to  be  restored  to  her,  entirely  ravaged  by  the 
^consequences  of  the  war;  that  it,  conse- 
quently, hopes  to  obtain  that  the  permission 
formerly  given  to  the  French,  of  cutting  wood 
in  the  bay  of  St.  George,  vv'hlch  is  at  a  dis- 
tance from  all  their  establishments,  shall  be 
applicable  to  the  bays  of  Foitune  or  Despair. 
Lord  Cornwallis  reserved  himself  to  consult 
his  government,  and  the  conference  was  ad- 
journed to  the  following  day.     J.  Bonupurtc. 

PROTOCOL. 

Amism,  7  Plnriose,  Year  10,  27  Jan.  1802.— 
The  Plenipotentiaries-  of  the  French  Repub- 
Jiic,  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  afier  having 
anew  discussed  several  points,  on  w!:ich  no- 
thing could  be  deteimined  wiihoat  wailing 
for  the  decision  of  their  respeciive  gover;;- 
ments,  conceived  that,  to  accelerate  the  labour 
with  which  they  were  charged,  they  ougiil, 
.  without  further  delay,  to.  agree  as  to  tlie  form 
3nd  wording  of  several  articles  already  agreed 
upon  as  to  their  substance.  Aceordingly  they 
drew  up  the  f.oUovving articles: 

TIIK  VTY     OF     PEACE,     SiC. 

The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic, 
in  the  name  of  the  French  people,  and  his 
IVIajesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c.  being  animated 
with  an  equal  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  cala- 
mities of  war,  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
peace  in  the  preliminary  articles  signed  at 
London,  the  9th  Vendemiaire,  ve'.r  Ic, 
[1st  Oct.  1801.]  And  as,  by  the  XVth  art. 
of  the  said  preliminan\-s,  it  has  been  stipu- 
lated, that  plenipotentiaries  should  b'  named 
pn  each  side,  who  sho.dJ  proceed  to  .'Imicus' 


for  the  purpose  of  concluding   a  definitive 
treaty,   in  concert  with  the  allies  ol'  the  con- 
tracting  powers; — The  First  Consul  of  the 
French  Repud)lic,  in  the  nam.e  of  the  French 
people,   has  namrd  citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte; 
and  his  Brilannic  Majesty,  (he  Marquis  Corn- 
waUis.      His  Majesty  the  King  of  S[)ain,    the 
Indies,  ojc.  and  the  Butavian  Re{)ublic,  alter 
naving    acceded   to    the   preliminaries,    have 
named   for  their  plenipotentiaries,    viz.   His 
Catiiolic  Majesty,  the  Chevalier  d'Azara;  ar:d 
the  Bafavian  Republic,    the  Sieur  Schimmel- 
[K  iininck,  &c.     Who,  after  having  duly  com- 
municated to  each  other  their  full  powers,  as 
transcribed  at  the  end  of  t'le  present  treaty, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : — 
Art.  There  shall  be  peace,  friendship,   and 
good  understanding  between  the  French  Re- 
pubf.c,   his  Majesty   the  King  of  Spain,   his 
heu's  and  successors,  and  the  Batavian  Repub- 
lic,  on   the   one   part;  and    his  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  his  heirs  and  successors,   on  the 
ciher  pari.    The  contracting  parties  shall  give 
the  greatest  attention   to    maintain   benveeii 
ti'ieniscives  and  their  states  a  peifect  harmo- 
ny, uiijiout  allowing,    on    either  side,  any 
kind  of  hosiiiifies,  by  sea  or  by  land,  for  anv 
cause,    or  under  any  pretence   whatsoever, 
1  hev  Siiall  Ccirefr.liy  avoid  every  thing  wl/icii 
miglit  herealler    affect   the  union,    happily 
tSLabli:,hed,    and  they  s'all   not  afford    anv 
assistance  or  protection,  diiecrly  or  inoirectiv, 
to  those  \'.-iio  sjiouid  cause  prejudice  to  anv  of 
them.     .'\rt.   His  Britannic  Majesty  restores 
to   the    ]-'rench     Republic,    and    1  er    allies; 
namcl}-,    his  Cad^dic  .Majesty  and  the   Bata- 
vian Republic,  aJl  ihe  possessions  and  colonies 
which  belonged    to  tiiem  recpectivcl-/,   an.i 
v/hich  had  been   occupied    or  cor.quere'i  bv 
tlie  Brit.sh  forces  in  Ihe  course  of  the  present 
w.;r,  v\'ilh  tlie  excejition  of  ihc  isiar.d  of  T:i- 
niciad.  and  the  Duich  possessions  in  ihe  Isimd 
of  Ceylon.     Art.  Tlie  territories,  po^-ses-ionr, 
a.nd  righis  of  the  Sublime   Porte,   are  raaiu- 
laiiied  in    their  integrity,  such  as  they  were 
before  tlie  war.     Art.  The  limits  of  French 
and  Portuguese  Guiana  shall  be  determined 
by  the  river  Arawari,    which  falls  into  the 
ocean    below    ihe    North    Cape,    near    Isle 
Neuve,  and  the  island  of  Penitence,  about  a 
degree  and  one  third  of  north  latitude.  These 
limits  shall  fuilow    the   course  of   the  river 
Arawari,  from  that  of  its  mouth,   which  is 
at  the  greatett  distance  from  the  north  Cape, 
to  its  source,  and  thence  in  a  direct  line  from 
its  source,  to   the  river  Branco  towards  the 
vVest.     The  northern  bank  of  the  river  Ara- 
wari, from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  the 
dands  which  are  situated  to  the  north  of  the 
line  of  the   limits  above  fixed,  sliall  conse- 
quently belojig  lafuUsovcreignty  to  the  French 
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Kepiilic.  The  smithern  bank  of  the  said 
r'tVL-r,  from  its  source,  and  all  the  lands  lo 
the  southward  of  the  said  line  of  demarkation, 
shall  belong  to  her  most  Faithful  Aiajestv. 
The  na/igation  of  the  river  Aravvari,  through- 
cut  the  whole  of  its  course,  shaU  be  co"m- 
mon  tabolh  nations.  Art.  The  Republic  of 
ihe  Seven  Islands  is  acknowledged.  Ait. 
llie  evacuations,  posses^io^s,  and  restitutions 
stipulnted  for  bv  the  ])resent  treatv,  shall 
take  place  in  I'urope,   within '- :  in 


the  continent  and  seas  of  .Ainerica,  and  of 
■Vfn'ca,  wiihin  tliree  niontlv  ;  and  in  the  con- 
tinent and  seas  of  Asia,  within  six  months 
after  the  raiiiieUion  of  the  present  definitive 
treaty.  Art.  in  all  the  ca&es  of  restitution 
a:greed  upon  by  the  present  treaty,  the  forti- 
fications shall  be  delivered  up  in  the  state  in 
v.'hich  they  inay  have  been  at  the  time  of  the 
signature  of  the  preliminarv  treatv  ;  and  all 
the  works  which  shall  have  been  construct- 
ed since  t':e  occupation,  shall  remain  un- 
touched. It  is  farther  agreed,  that  in  all  the 
cases  of  cession  stipulated  in  the  present 
treaty,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, of  wlialever  condition  or  nation  thev 
may  be,  a  term  of  three  years,  to  be  com- 
puied  from  the  notification  of  the  present  de- 
tiaiUve  treaty  of  peace,  ;or  the  pur].M)se  of 
■disposing  ot  their  propertv,  acquired  and 
possessed,  either  bcioie  or  dnrinu;  the  war  ; 
in  Vv'hich  term  of"  thrre  years  llie\-  may  ha\'c- 
the  tree  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  the 
tiijoymeiit  of  their  properly.  The  same  ]^ri- 
vilege  is  granted,  in  the  coijiilries  restored, 
to  all  those  who  shall  iiave  iriade  therein  anv 
establishments  whatsoever,  during  the  time 
those  comilries  were  in  the  possession  of 
Cleat  Britain.  With  respect  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  countries  restored  or  ceded,  it  is 
aJix^ed  that  none  ot  them  shall  be  prosecuted, 
disturbed,  or  molested  in  their  persons  or 
propertied,  under  anv  pretext,  on  account  oT 
tiieir  conduct  or  jioliticd  opinions,  or  of  their 
atta.chment  to  ajiy  oi  the  contracting  j-owers, 
nor  on  any  otlier  acco\int,  excepr  that  of 
debts  contracted  to  individuals,  or  on  sccount 
of  acts  posterior  to  the  present  delinitive 
treaty.  Art.  In  order  to  prevent  all  causes 
of  complaint  and  dispute  which  may  arise  on 
account  of  prizes  which  may  have  been  made 
at  sea  after  the  signature  of  the  preliminary 
articles,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed,  that  the 
vessels  and  efiects  which  may  have  been 
taken  in  the  British  Channel,  and  in  the 
North  Sea,  after  the  space  of  twelve  days,  (o 
be  com[)uted  from  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications of  the  said  preliminary  articles,  shall 
be  restored  on  each  side  ;  that  the  term  shall 
be  one  month  from  the  British  Channel  and 
tl'ie  Xorth  Seas,  as  far  as  the  Canary  Islands, 
incluLiveiv,  wbethef  in  the  ocean  or  iii  the 


Mediterranean;  two  months  from  the  said 
Canary  Islands  as  far  as  the  Equator;  and, 
h'lstly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
world,  without  any  exception,  or  any  more 
par-icular  description  of  time  or  place'.  Art, 
The  ambassadors,  ministers,  and  other  agents 
of  the  contracting  ]X)vvers,  shall  enjov^  re- 
spectively, in  the  states  of  the  said  powers, 
the  same  rank,  privileges,  prerogatives,  and 
immunities,  which  public  agents  of  the  same 
class,  delegated  by  (he  contracting  powers, 
enjoyed  jn-evious  to  the  war.  Art," The  pre- 
sent Irealv  shall  be  ralified  by  the  contract- 
mg  powers  in  the  space  of  twenty  davs,  or 
sooner,  if  possible.  j\ncl  the  ratifications 
shall  be  exchanged  in  due  form  nt  Paris. 

Joseph  Bon/ipartc,  Conni'd/lis. 

I'KOTOCOL. 

/hn/cn.y^  S!/i  Fluviosc,  Ytur  10,  Jan.  2R, 
1  S02.— 'i'he  following  arti'de  has  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  J'Vench,  English,  and  Batavian 
ambassadors:— Tlie  Cape  of  Good  Flope  re« 
mains  in  full  sovereignty  to  the  Batavian  Re- 
public, as  it  was  before  the  war.  French 
and  English  vesseis  of  every  description  shall 
have  the  right  to  put  in  there,  and  to  pur- 
chase surh  supplier  as  thev  may  stand  in  need 
of ;  they  shall  always  be  admitted  on  the 
same  footing, 
c/.  Bonujiarw,  Corinv.'/His,  ScJiimmeljienninck 

IKOTOCOL. 

ytiiiHihs,^  \?i!h  PhnL.st;.  Year  10,  Feb.  2, 
1;>02. —  The  l>!enipotent"aries  of  the  French 
Reijubhx  and  his  Britannic  Alajestv  having 
mej,  Jxjrd  Cornwallis  [M-esented  tlie  projel 
which  had  been  con>municated  bv  the  French 
iuinisfer,  in  the  conference  of  the  28th  Ni- 
vose,  { 1  -;th  January) ;  he  declared  that  he  was 
prepared  !o  adopt  it,  with  the  modifications 
cont  .ined  in  the  toilowing  article,  which 
would  form  the  fifth  of  the  projet :— InaS:- 
much.  as  the  Order  has  nof,  at  this  time,  ci- 
ther troop--,  or  the  means  of  paying  them,  it 
IS  agreed,  thai  the  Iving  of  N.'ples  shall  be 
mvited  to  fi:rnish  two  thousand  men,  to  be 
employed  in  guarding  the  fortifications,  un- 
der the  orders  of  the  C^rand  Master.  France 
and  England  mutually  engage  to  pay  each 
twenty  thousand  porm'ds  sterting  yearly,  for 
the  subsidiary  pay  of  this  garrison:  this  pay 
shall  be  continued  until  the  1st  of  January,, 
1  805,  the  period  at  which  the  troops  of  the 
Order,  formed  in  the  manner  stated  in  the 
sixth  article,  shall  be  alone  entrusted  with  ihe 
defence  of  the  fortifications.  .After  consider- 
able discussion,  the  French  minister  agreed  ta 
refer  the  matter  to  his  government. 

Bonapurtey  Coi  nvjallis. 

PROTOCOL. 

Jtnicm,  }5th  Fluviofie^  Year  10,  Feb.  4, 
1802. — The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French 
Republic  fUid  his  Britanaic  .Majesty  having 
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met,  Cltizeft  J.  &drtaparte  announced  that  he  [  proper  to  request  Citizen  Joseph  i^onapnrta 


had  communicated   to  his   government   the 
ditliciilties  which  had  arisen  upon  the  articles 
relative  to  Malta  ;  that  he  had  it  in  charge  to 
insist  on  their  brinc>,  inserted  in  the  treaty,  as 
they  were  transcribed  in  the  Protocol  ot  the 
iiSth  Nivose  (1  Sth  January);  that  if  this   be 
refused  by  Lord  Cornwaliis,  he  consented  to 
dej)art  from  it,  and   to  recur  to  the  literal 
execution  of  the  preliminaries.     Lie  added, 
these  stipulations  have  become  afimdamental 
law,  from  which  none  of  the  contracting  par- 
tics  are  permitted  to  deviate  ;  an  unwiHiiig- 
ness  to  execute  them,  is  an  unwillingness  for 
peace.     To  the  religious  observance  of  this 
principle,    I   have  sacrificed  several   articles 
which  in  no  respect  are  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
tciests  of  Great  Britain;  it   was  my  duty  to 
renounce  them  without  hesitation,   the  mo- 
ment it  was  demonstrated  to  me  that  they 
were  not  strictly  included  in  the  prelimina- 
ries.     How  can  an  article  be  now  demanded, 
which  is,  in  every  respect,  opposite  to  them  ? 
What  do  the  preliminaries  say  ? — That  Malta 


to  explain   to  liun   the  precise  intentions  ot 
tlie  French  government  with  respect  to  (his 
matter.     Th*:  French  plenipotenliary  replied, 
that    France  would  emp.loy  her  got)d  otiices, 
in  order  that  t'  e  Prince  of  Orange  might  re- 
ceive the  indemnity  which  was  due  to  him. 
It  was  aftei  .vards  proposed   to  confer  on  se- 
scveral  points   which  liad  remained   in   sus- 
pense.    Lord  Cornwaliis  communicatetl  the 
answers  of  his  govcnunent  res[  ecting  (he  jwo- 
positions  stated  in  the  Prolocol  ot  the  lyihof 
January  last.     These  answers  amount  to  this 
statement,    that   every   thing  rclati\'e  to  the 
fishery  of  the  island  of  Newloiindiand,  the 
islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,   and  the 
French  possessions  in  India,  may  rem.ain  en- 
tirely on  the  'anie  footing  as   before  the  war. 
However,     to  prevent    any   disputes   ;vhich 
might  arise  on  account  ot   the  tisherv,  Lord 
Cornwaliis  was  authorized  to  renew  the   de- 
claration made  after  the  treaty  of  1783,  which 
was  coiiceived  in  the  following  tei'ms  : — 
Declar  ATiON.-^ln  order  that  fishers  of 


shall  be  restored  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of    both  nations  mav  not  be   involved  in  dailv 


Jerusalem.  Is  the  King  of  Naples  the  Or- 
der of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  t  Is  the  Order 
too  weak  r  The  projet  gives  them  for  gua- 
rantees and  protectors  the  principal  powers 
of  Europe.  The  preliminaries  are  satisfied 
with  one  power.  The  French  government 
has  thought,  that  the  object  of  the  prelimi- 
naries would  be  better  accomplished  by  the 
united  guarantee  of  the  great  powers ;  that 
it  was  more  respectable  and  more  proper: 
nevertheless  as,  above  all,  it  desires  the  ab- 
solute, nay,  literal  CKeculion,  should  that  be 
required,  of  the  preliminaries,  it  is  ready  to 
sacrifice  for  them  this  article,  which  a  kind 
of  political  decency  had  dictated.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  too  strongly  demand  the  insertion 
of  the  projet  in  the  treat}-,  or  the  literal  exe- 
cution of  the  fourth  article  of  the  prelimina- 
ries. Lord  Cornwaliis  reserved  to  himself  to 
communicate  this  representation  to   his  go 


quarrel-  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  take  the 
mo-t  effective  measures  to  prevent  his  sub- 
jects from  troubling  in  any  manner,  bv  their 
competition,  the  fishing  oi  the  French  during 
the  tem{)orarv  exercise  ot  the  privilege 
granted  to  them  on  the  coasts  of  ihc  island  of 
Mewibimdland,  and  Vi'iil  for  that  purpose 
cause  the  settled  establishmeiits  formed  there 
to  be  vs'ithurawn.  His  i'ritannic  Majeslv  will 
aFu  give  orders  to  prevent  any  interruption 
to  lire  French  iishers  in  the  cutting  of  the 
wood  necessary  ibr  repairiiig  their  scaffolds, 
cabins,  and  fishing  vessels.  The  mode  of 
fibbing  which  has  always  been  recognized, 
shall  be  the  model  on  which  the  lisiierv  shall 
be  carried  on.  The  French  fishers  shall 
build  noihingbut  their  scaftbkls,  shall  confine 
themselves  to  repairing  their  vessels,  and 
shall  not  winter  on  the  island.  The  subjects 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  on  their  part,  shall 


vernment,  and  to  give  liis  answer  at  an  early     in  uo  manner  molest  the  French  fishers  during 


conference.  J.  Bonaparte,  Cornivalus. 

PROTOCOL. 

J?/iu'ns,  '>2d  Pluriose,  Feb.  11,1 802. — 
The  British  and  French  plenipotentiaries 
having  met.  Lord  Cornu'allis  observed,  that 
in  a  conference  which  had  just  taken  place 
between  him  and  the  Batavian  plenipoten- 
tiary, relative  to  the  indemnities  due  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  as  well  on  account  of  his 
digiiiiies  and  charges,  as  on  account  of  his 
propei'ty,  the  Batavian  plenipoientiary  re- 
plied, on  the  express  authority  of  his  govern- 
ment, that  France  had  taken  upon  herself  to 
obtain  the  said  indemnities,  without  laying 
any  part  of  the  burthen  on  the  Batr.vian  Re- 
public. Upon  which  Lord  Cornwaliis  uiought 


theia-    fishery,    nor   damage    their    scaffolds 
during  their  absence. 

Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  s;.id,  he  would 
make  no  observation  at  present  on  ihis  dc- 
claratiori,  the  insutliciency  of  which  was  ac- 
knowledged  in  the  preliminaries,  v/hich  state 
the  necessity  of  making  some  just  and  reci- 
procal arrangements  which  may  be  useful  to- 
wards the  preservation  of  peace.  But  that 
he  would  transmit  the  answers  which  ha4 
been  m.ade  to  his  government. 

J.  BonapaylCy  CorniL-a/lis, 

J'ROTOCOL. 

Amitns,  T^'th  I'luviose,  Feb.  IS,  1802.— Tfic 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republic  and 
his    Britannic    I-rlajesty    having    r.jct,    L(\-d 
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Cornvvallis  announced  that  lie  had  con^.mn- 
ckattd  lo  his  government  ihc  statement  le- 
lativc  to  Maha,  made  bv  Citizen  Josepii  Bo- 
naparte in  the  Protocol  of  the  4th  of  tliis 
month;  that  he  was  directed  to  declare  tliat 
his  government  would  always  adhere  to  the 
4th  article  of  the  preliminarie:^,  in  the  sense 
and  spirit  in  which  it  must  necvssarilv  be 
imderstood  bv  all  u'ho  read  it,  and  in  which 
it  was,  in  iact.  understood  Ijv  the  trench  go- 
vernment when  that  article  was  agreed  upon. 
That  article  expresses,  not  only  that  Malta 
shall  be  restored  to  the  Order  of  Si.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  but  that  ihe  island  shall  be  placed 
4i;c.7tr  the  iruarartWc  aiul  jrrofccliun  cf  u  tliird 
poller.  The  word  profcclion,  whici;  was 
added  to  :ri(arnnlcc;  was  inserted  for  the  pur- 
pose ot  designating  an  eifective  and  net  an 
ideal  protection  ;  and  no  one  can  doubt  the 
necessitv  of  an  effective  protection  until  the 
Order  be  in  a  condition  to  maintain  the  in- 
dependence of  the  i-^land  against  an  ex- 
ternal attack,  as  well  as  to  support  it- 
self against  the  dangerous  oppositio'i  which 
it  is  obvious  it  mnst  experience  on  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants  who  continue  to  manifest 
the  greatest  animosity  against  the  Order  of 
St.  John.  The  British  government  possess 
very  accurate  information  respecting  that 
opposition,  and  Lord  Cornwailis  has  had  the 
honour  of  meniioning  that  subject  on  seve- 
ral occasions  to  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte. 
It  is  iiTipoSftible  iliat  (he  Order  of  Malta  can 
ol  itself,  for  some  time  at  least,  possess  a 
snifieient  force  lor  those  ol)ie(is,  I,ord 
C^omwallis  therefore  considers  liiir.self  autho- 
rized to  declaie  on  his  part,  and  ^iih  the 
greater  reason,  that  not  to  be  willing  to 
grant  to  the  C3i'dcr  the  means  of  taking 
possession  of  the  ishuid,  and  of  maiiUainin.g 
itself  i;t  that  possession,  is  not  to  desire  the 
execution  of  tlie  preliminaries,  and  not  to  de- 
iire  the  peace.  In  the  hrst  cojiference 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  had  the  honour  to 
bav.  with  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaj)ar(e,  at  Paris, 
on  the  2-i(h  ol  November,  that  minister  sug- 
gested the  King  of  Najiles  as  the  natui-al  gua- 
rantee and  protector  of  the  island  ol  Malta, 
on  account  of  his  sovereignty.  Objections 
fiaving  been  made  to  that  guarantee,  he  af- 
terwards narned  the  Emperor  of  Russia  ;  but 
he  did  not  think.it  would  be  proper  to  admit 
a  Russian  garrison  into  the  island.  He  con- 
cluded t:  at  day  by  proposing  a  plan,  bv 
which  a  Neapolitan  garrison  would  be  given 
to  the  island  until  the  Order  of  Malta  should 
be  in  a  state  to  provide  for  its  proper  secu- 
rity. Pie  even  proposed  that  that  garrison 
should  be  paid  conjointly  by  France  and 
L.ngland.  Further,  in  the  counter-projet  of 
a  ticaty  which  (.  itizen  Joseph  Bonaparte 
ir?nsrr.iiced   to  Lord  CornwaHis,  it  is  again 


proposed  that  the  idand  of  rvfalfa  shall  be 
placed  under  the  c^uamntee  and  pmiecfion  of 
his  Sicilian  Majesty.  The  same  idea  of  giv- 
ing   a    foreign    and    teniporary    protection 

10  the  Order  has  always  been  entertained 
by  the  two  contracting  parties.  At  last 
there  remained  no  ditference  between  them 
on  that  point,  except  as  to  the  means 
of  paving  the  garrison;  and  though  the' 
French  plenipotentiary  declared,  three  weeks- 
ago,  that  France  would  not  consent  to 
pay  any  thing,  he  has  not  yet  declared  tJiat 
his  government  vrould  depart  altogether  from 
ils  former  determinations,  if  the  means  of 
defra\ing  the  expence  could  be  pointed  out'.- 
I!e  onlv  made  known  t:  at  resolution  in  hiS' 
statement  of  the  +th  of  this  month,  in  which 

11  is  declared  in  a  manner  very  little  concilia- 
tory. 1"he  British  government,  liowever,- 
could  not  deviate  from  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed on  this  subject.  It  is  still  thought 
and  believed,  that  all  the  powers  will  be  of 
the  same  opinion,  that  a  garrison  is  absolute- 
ly necessary,  in  the  iirst  place,  for  the  pro- 
lection  of  ihc  island.  'JTe  British  govern- 
ment must,  therefore,  insist  for  a  profectioft 
of  that  kind,  as  the  only  means  of  restoring 
the  island  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusa- 
lem, and  consequently  of  accomplishing  the' 
execution  of  Article  IV.  of  the  preliminaries. 
Meanwhile,  the  English  government,  de- 
sirous to  Sparc  no  pams  in  endeavouring  to' 
bring  about  an  arrangement  on  this  subject,- 
an.d  to  accelerate  peace,  has  drawn  up  a  plan,;  . 
in  which  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  will  find' 
(he  point  relative  to  the  definition  of  the  Or- 
der of  Malta,  which  appeared  to  him  doubt-' 
hd  on  the  discussion,  fully  particularized  ;' 
and  he  will  perceive  that  almost  all  the  pro-; 
positions  in  his  project  of  the  ISth  of  Janu- 
ary, aie  adopted.  Lord  Cornwallis  has  the' 
honour  of  proposing  to  the  French  minister, 
in  the  following  terms: — 1.  The  islands  of 
Malta,  Gozo,  and  Camino,  shall  be  restored 
to  (he  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  on  the' 
conditions  and  under  the  stipulations  which 
follow  :  '2.  llic  Knights  of  the  Order  whose' 
langues  shall  continue  lo  exist  after  the  ex- 
ciiange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  trea- 
ty, shall  be  invited  to  return  to  Malta  as  soon,- 
as  the  said  exchange  shall  have  taken  place. 
They  shall  there  form  a  General  Chap-ter,  and 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  GrandMaster,  if 
that  election  has  not  been  previously  made  in 
consequence  of  the  declaration  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  of  the  1 6th  of  March  last. 
It  being  understood  that,  in  so  far  as  may  be 
compatible  with  the  stipulations  included  in 
Article  IV.  of  the  present  arrangement,  the 
Order  shall  be  held  to  consist  solely  of  such 
of  the  Knights  as  were  qualified  lo  vole  for 
the  election  cf  a  Grand  Master  at  the  period' 
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of  that  declaration.     3.  The   forces  of  his 

ferifannic    Majestv  shall    evacuate  the  inland 
and  its  dependencies,  within  the  three  months 
following  the  exchange   of  the  ratifications. 
At  that  period  it  shall  be  restored  to  the  Or- 
der  in  its   present   state,  provided   that  the 
Grand  Master^  or  commissioners  fully  autho- 
rized  according   to  the  laws  of   the  Order, 
.  shall  be  in  the  island  to  receive  the  possession, 
and  that  the  provisional  force  to  be  furnished 
by  his  Sicilian  Majesty,  agreeably  to  Art.  XII. 
shallhave  actually  arrivedat  Malta.  4.  The  con- 
tracting parties  having  agreed  to  discontinue  the 
French  and  English  laiigues,  a  Maltese  langue 
shall  be  established,  which  shall  be  suj)por(ed 
bv  the  territorial  revenues  and   commercial 
duties  of  the  island.     There  shall  be  annexed 
to  this  langue  specific  dignities,  with  compe- 
tent appointments,  and  an  inn.     No  other 
qualification  shall  be  required  of  the  Knights 
of  this  langue  than  that  of  belonging  to  the 
present  order  of  nobility.     He  may  hold  any 
situation   in   the  Order,  and  shall  enjoy  all 
the  privileges  the  knights  of  the  other  langues 
may  enjoy.     The  native  inhabitants  of  Alidla 
shall  be  admitted  to  all  municipal,    admini- 
strative, and  other  employments  under  the 
government  of  the  island.     5.  The  half  of 
the  garrison  at  least  shall  always  consist  of 
native  Maltese;  with  respect  to  the  remain- 
der, the  Order  shall  have  the  power  of  re- 
cruiting only  among  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
tries who  continue  to  possess  langues.     The 
Alaltese   troops  shall  have  Maltese  officers. 
The  chief  command  of  the  garrison,  as  well 
as  the  appointment  of  officers,  shall  belong 
to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order.     6.  The 
independence  of  the  islands  of  Malta  and  Go- 
zo  is,  with  the  present  arrangsment,  placed 
tmder  the  guarantee  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Austria,  Russia,  Spain,  and  Prussia.     7.  The 
permanent  neutrality  of  the  Order  of  Malta 
is  declared.     8.  The  ports  of  Malta  shall  be 
open  for  the  trade   and  navigation   of  all  na- 
tions, who  shall  there  pay  equal  and  mode- 
rate duties.     These  duties  shall  be  applied  to 
the  maintenance  of  the   Maltese  langue,  in 
the  manner  specified  in  Article  IV. ;  to  the 
civil  and  military  establishments  of  the  island, 
and  to  that  of  a  general  lazaretto,  to  be  open 
to  all  flags.     9.  The  Barbary  powers  are  alone 
excepted  f-om  claiming  any  share  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  preceding  A^rticle,  until  a   fa- 
vourable  opportunity  arrives  for  abolishing 
the  system  of  hostility  which  subsists  between 
the  Order  of  St.  John  cf  Jerusalem  and  those 
powers.     10.  The  Order  shall  be  governed, 
both   in  spiritual  and  temporal  matters,    by 
the  same  laws  which  were  in  force  when  the 
knights  surrendered  the  island,  in  so  far  as 
make  compatible  with  the  regulations  there 
specified.     J 1.  The  regulations  contained  in 
Vol.  III.         -     .   . 


Articles  IV.  V.  VII.  VIII.  arid  X.  shall  be 
converted  into  perpetual  statutes  of  the  Order, 
in  the  usual  form;  and,  after  the  restoratinri 
df  the  island,  the  Grand  Master,  as  well  as 
his  successors,  shall  be  held  to  take  an  ou(h 
for  the  punctual  observance   of  all  the   said 
regulations,  which  shall  for  ever  be  preseri'ed 
by    the    order.      ]'J.  The    rights  of  the   so- 
vereignty of  (he   King    of  the  Two   Sicilies 
over  the  islands  of  Malta,  (lozo,  and  Camino, 
are  formally  acknowledged  and  confirmed  as 
unalienably  annexed   to   the  Crown    of  the 
Two  Sicilies.     On   this  account   his  Sicilian 
Majesty  shall  furnish  two  thousand  troops  to 
garrison  the  fortresses  of  the  island,  until  the 
order  be  in  a  condition  to  raise  a  sufficient 
number  of  troops  in  tie  manner  proposed  by 
article  V;   and  the  Grand  Master,   or  his  re- 
presentative, shall  renew,  when  the  island  is 
restored,  the  oath  of  fidelity  which  was  taken 
at  the  time  of  the  primitive  donation  of  the 
island  to  (he  Knights;  as   well  as  an  oath 
similar  to  that  which  v.'as  at  that  period  taken 
by  the  Order,  for  maiiUaining  all   the  righ.ts 
and  privileges  of  the   people  of  Malta  and 
Ctozo,     The  different  powers  specified  in  ar- 
ticle VI,    namely,    Great   Britain,    France, 
Austria,  Russia,  Spain,  and  Prussia,  shall  be 
invited  to  accede  to  the  present  arrangement. 
Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  deferred  his  answer 
until  the  ensuing  conference. 

J.  Bonaparte,  CornivaUis. 

PROTOCOL. 

AmtT.!!,  I^tli  Pluviosc,  Year  10,  Feb.  IS,  1802. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Re- 
public and  his  Britannic  Majesty  having  met, 
Lord  Cornwnllis  repeated  what  he  had  the 
honour  to  state  to  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
in  the  confcence  of  the  1 1  Ih  of  this  month, 
but  which  had  been  omitted  in  the  Protocol 
of  that  conference;  namely,  That  the  Otto- 
man Porte  having  formerly  acceded  to  the 
Preliminaries  of  Peace  between  his  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  French  Republic,  and  their 
respective  allies;  and  notified  to  the  English 
Government  the  refusal  of  the  Turkish  Go- 
vernment to  ratify  the  treaty  concluded  by 
Ali  Eitendi,  the  Turkish  Ambassador  Ex- 
traordinary at  Paris;  has,  in  consequence 
thereof,  nominated  the  said  AH  Eifendi  Ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  Congress  of  Amiens,  to 
confer  in  the  definitive  peace.  The  British 
Government  must,  therefore,  demand,  that 
the  Sublime  Porte  be  admitted,  either  as  a 
contracting  party,  or  an  acceding  party  to 
the  said  treaty.  Lord  Cornwallis  afterwards 
communicated  to  the  French  Plenipotentiary, 
that  his  Britannic  Majesty  could  not  recog- 
nize the  King  of  Tuscany,  unless  the  d'strict 
of  Ohvenza  was  restored  by  Spain  to  portti- 
gal,  and  ihti  prtxidi  to  the  King  of  Naples  ; 
and,  finallv,  until  the  King  of  Naples  was 
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re-established  in  Piedmont.     Citizen  Joseph  I  each  furnish  200  men.     That  island   would 
Bonaparte  postponed  his  answer  uniit  the  next  \  ttins  have  been  giiar^Jed  by  i2G0  go';d  troops 


conference.  /.  Bonaparte,  CornioaUis 

PROTOCOL. 

Jmicus,  30.'/t  Plurinse,  Feb.  IQ,  1SU2. — The 
Plenipotentiaries  ot  the  French  Repiib  ic  and 
his    Britannic    M  ijesty  having  met,   Citizen 
Joseph  Bonapar.e  proposed   the  insertion  in 
the  Protocol  of  the  foUou  nig  note,  in  reply 
to  the  statement  made  by  Lord  Cornvv-allis  in 
yesterday's   conference.       The    undersigned 
has  read  with  particular  attention  all  the  pa- 
pers of  the  negotiation,   wlthoiit  discovering 
any  trace  of  the  proposition  supposed  to  have 
been  made  by  France,  for  delivering  up  the 
island  of  Malta  to  the   troops  of  his  Sicihan 
Majesty.      Arlicle   Iv^.  of  the  prehminaries 
cannot  be  interpreted  iii  that  manner.     vVhen 
the  undersigned  first  haa  the  honour  of  seeing 
Lord  Cornwallis  at  Paris,  on  the  2-lth  Bru- 
miaire,  he  was  far  from  imagining  that  their 
reciprocal    felicitations  on   the  facility    wnih 
which  the  mission  entrusted  to  them  might  be 
termiiiated,  could  be  regarded  as  propositions 
and  i'dans  for  a  treaty;  he  had  not  even  tlsen 
received  his  powers.     They  were   not  deli- 
vered to  him  until  the  30th  of  Frimaire,  and 
it  was  only  on  the  1  1  th  of  Frimaire  that  they 
were  communicated  to  the  British  Minister : 
the  latter,  however,   arrived   in  Paris,    tar- 
nished with  the  instructions  of  his  Goy<:xi\ 
ment.     In  his  iirst  visit  he  spoke  of  Malta  as 
an  embarrassiiig  article,  though  it  had  been 
agreed  that  there  should  be  in  that  island  a 
garrison,  consisting  of  troops  of  another  pow- 
er, until  the  order  had  time  to  organize  its 

armed  force.  Spain  appeared  to  Lord  Corn- I  tors,  England,  Austria,  Spain,  Russia  and 
wallis  inadmissible  as  a  guaranteeing  power,  i  Prussia:  it  was  hardly  possible  for  the  order 
on  account  of  her  alliance  with  France:  Russia  to  be  restored  vrith  more  lustre,  or  be  more 
he  thought  too  distant,  and  Naples  too  feeble.  :  efiicaciously  protected.  Why  was  thereto 
The  English  Plenipotentiary,  insisting  con-  be  a  Neapolitan  garrison  of  2000  men  for 
stantly  on  a  garrison  to  be  furnished  by  the  \  three  years?  Was  it  against  foreign  enemies.? 
guaranteeing  powers,  as  a  basis  agreed  upon,  i  The  protection  of  the  six  powers  above  named 
observed,  that  Naples  could  not  support  the  \  was  doubtless  sutincient.  Was  it  against  the 
expence  of  such  a  garrison.  It  is  possible  '  xMaltese.''  The  order  will  be  beloved  then,  if 
that  the  undersigned  may  have  added,  ti^rt  a  ,  the  stipulations  are  carried  into  effect.     It  will 


paid  by  the  order,  Lord   Cornwallis  having 
himself  observed,  that  the  revenues  of  the 
boundary  appropriated  in  reserve,  would  sup- 
ply the  mea'-is.     The  anonymous  paper  trans- 
mitted to  tlie  undersigned  bears   no  mark  of 
authenticity:   it  appears  to   be  drawn  up  by- 
some  discontented  persons.     Ii  is  not  the  lan- 
guage of  the  inhabitants  of  Mall  a,  of  a  coun- 
try which  would  have   been  nothing  but  for 
th.e  order.     When  they  are  made  acquainted 
with  the  article  of  tiie  treaty  which  rc-lates  to 
them,  they  will   rtjoice  at  the  re-estabhsh- 
ment  of  an  order  in  Malta,  of  which  they  are 
io  form  an  integral  part.     Admitting  that  cir- 
cumstances require  a  provisional  and  inter- 
mediate garrison  for  Malta,  from  the  time  of 
its  evacuation  bv  the  British  forces,  until  the 
period  in  which  the  order  shall  have  formed 
a  body  composed  of  Maltese  and  strangers, 
it  is  pi-oved  tliat  the  4-th  article  of  the  preli- 
minaries, wiiich  restores  tlieisland  to  the  ordcr^ 
should  be  departed  trom  as  little  as  possible. 
This  article  foresees  tne  necessity  of  a  guaran- 
teeing and  protecting  po.ver,  the  means  of  its 
execution  are  left  tj  the  wisdom  and  good 
faith  of  the  tvvo  Governments.     They  are  to 
do  every  thing  that  Malta  may  be  restored  to 
tlie   order,  and   nothing    else ;    nothing  that 
may  restrain  its  prerogatives;  notb.ing,  which, 
instead  of  otfering  a  protection  to  the  Knights, 
would  appear  Io  give  them  a  master,  or  di- 
minish the  exclusive  iniluence  that  they  ought 
to  have  in  Malta.     The  French  Government, 
by  its  prqjef,  gives  the  order  for  its   protec- 


consideralion  of  that  kind  could  not  arrest 
two  powers  such  as  France' and  England.  For 
the  rest,  the  positive  discussion  of  all  these 
obiects  was  referred  to  the  tim.e  when  the 
negotiation  should  be  commenced.  In  the 
conferences  which  took  palace  at  Amiens,  in 


be  the  best  internal  defence  that  can  be  given 
to  it.  But  in  agreeing  to  the  necessity  of  a 
garrison,  v>'as  it  only  for  security  and  tor  the  in- 
ternal police,  is  it  necessary  to  be  three  years 
forming  a  corps  ot  1000 men,  which,  joined  to 
four  hundred  Knights  and  600  Maltese,  would 


the  Protocol^.,  in  tlse  project  ol  the  treaty  of  I  be  abundantly  suthcient.^  Now  that  the  plan  is 
the  i4thNivosi  (Dec.  l(i,)  the  under.dgned  admitted  of  delegating  the  guarantee  and 
never  suggested  an  idea  which  could  make  it  protection  of  the  order  to  the  great  powers, 
he  supposed  llirJ  his  Government  v,-ould  cow-  \  would  it  be  very  important,  or  convenient 
sent  to  the  island  of  Malta  being  givcii  up  to  j  that  the  King  of  Naples  should  garrison  it  for 
the  Neapolitan  troops,  to  be  guarded  by  them  three  years?  Would  it  be  agreeable  either  to 
for  three  year:;.  On  the  contrary,  he  pro-  the  protecting  powers,  or  to  the  proterte  ,  or 
■pased  in  the  Protocol  of  the  2.;.d  Nivo:e  to  the  Grand  Master,  to  see  the  order  gu  ded 
^Jan.  13,)  to  place  Malta  under  the  gu:n-antee  I  by  the  troops  of  ttiat  Prince  who  !  as  lone 
■of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe,  v/ho  iiou'd  '  rny  claims  ou  thv.  sovereignty  of  the  is  and. 
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Would  It  not  be  more  conformable  to  the  pre- 
liminaries, to  what  is  proper,  if  a  foreign 
it  rce  is  to  be  introduced  into  Malta,  to 
rase  a  corps  of  a  thousand  Swiss,  the  offi- 
cers of  which  should  be  named  by  the  co;i> 
irandary,  and  should  be  selected  from  them 
who  have  not  borne  arms  in  the  present  war. 
They  would  probably  ultimately  fix  them- 
selves at  Malta;  far  from  any  foreign  influ- 
ence, dependant  on  the  Gn.nd  Masfer,  they 
,  alone  would  be  the  soldiers  of  the  order,  and 
Malta  would  be  to  them  a  second  country. 
The  order  would  have  every  thing  to  gain  in 
consideralion  and  in  independence,  with  a 
garrison  composed  of  Knights,  Maltese,  and 
a  Swiss  corps,  sue  .  as  all  other  powers  have 
in  their  puv.  It  results  from  the  observations, 
that  France  never  consented  to  tlie  establish- 
ment of  Neapolitan  troops  at  Maltp,  and  con- 
sequently not  that  t/ic  island  should  be  given  up 
to  liis  Sicilian  Majesty,  tojonn,  in  concert  wilh 
the.  MaUcsCf  the  garrison  of  it  for  three  years. 
That  was  what  was  proposed  by  Lord  Corii- 
wallis  in  the  conference  of  the  1  .Sth  of  January. 
The  French  government,  after  the  perse- 
verance of  the  English  to  prolong  for  three 
years  the  stay  of  a  foreign  garrison  in  the 
island,  and  of  giving  it  up  formally,  not  to 
the  order,  but  to  his  Sicilian  Majesty,  could 
not  avoid  thinking,  and  were  warranted  in 
saying,  that  they  were  departing  from  the 
preliminaries,  and  that  the  prehminaries  v/ere 
the  basis  of  the  peace.  If  this  language  did 
not  appear  concihatory,  it  was  not  that  the 
dispositions  of  France  were  changed;  but 
when  one,  in  a  discussion,  has  exhausted 
every  argument  without  being  able  to  con- 
vince, it  is  impossible  that,  in  the  common 
course  of  reasoning,  each  partv  should  not 
ccnclude  that  the  other  declines  all  manner  of 
arrangement.  If  the  intention  of  the  Englisir 
government  is  to  mainlain  the  Order  of  St. 
John  and  the  island  of  Malta  in  perfect  inde- 
])endencc,  (as  the  undersigned  v.-ishes  to  sup- 
pose,) lie  hopes  that  the  following  prrjet, 
which  endeavours  as  miicli  as  possible  to  re- 
move all  foreign  influence,  will  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  Lord  Cornwallis.  This  projct 
is  certainly  preferable  in  every  point  of  view 
to  those  which  have  been  hitherto  presented, 
—the  undersigned  cannot  too  strongly  press 
its  adoption.  ■  If,  however,  the  projet  which 
establishes'  a  Neapolitan  garrison  at  Mal'a, 
should  be  irrevocably  adopted  by  the  Briiisli 
govc:rnment,  the  undersigned,  to  hasten  the 
moment  of  pacification,  will  consent  to  adopt 
it  in  the  manner  it  is  drawn  up  at  the  end  of 
this  note.  Lord  Cornwallis  will  see,  in  the 
two  versions  of  the  projct  relative  to  Malta, 
the  application  of  the  principle  that  the  un- 
dersigned has  just  developed.  He  is  also 
charged  Vv'ith  insistincr'on  the  insertion  in  the 


treaty  of  an  article  respecting  the  powers  of 
Barbary,  as  it  is  drawn  up  in  \his  projet,  and 
for  the  union  of  tlve  contracting  par  les,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  hostilities  which  the  Baroary 
[)owers  exercise  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  the 
disgrace  of  Europe  and  of  modern  times. 
The  simple  notification  of  the  toil  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  in  this  respect,  will  give  peace 
to  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  Portugal, 
Naples,  and  the  other  states  of  Italy.  And 
if  any  nations  have  to  fear  the  rivalship, 
which  would  then  be  greater  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean trade,  it  is  undoubtedly  France  and 
Spain,  who  by  their  position  and  their  con- 
nexions with  the  Barbary  Powers,  have  at  all 
times  the  greatest  security  and  advantages  in 
this  branch  of  commerce.  It  is  they  then 
which  would  make  the  greatest  sacrifice;  but 
in  questions  which  interest  the  political  mo- 
rality and  the  dignity  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
is  it  possible  to  confine  one's  views  merely  to 
considerations  of  self-inlerest?  Strerigtli  is 
given  to  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  to 
enable  them  to  protect  the  weak.  It  will  be 
consoling  and  glorious  to  see  a  war  which  has 
produced  so  many  calamities,  terminate  by 
an  important  benefit  to  all  commercial  nations. 
This  question  is  also  connected  with  Malta, 
and  cannot  be  separated  from  it.  If  the  con- 
tracting parties  do  not  take  upon  themselves 
to  put  an  end  to  the  hostilities  of  the  Barba- 
rians, it  must  then  be  truly  said,  that  the  Or- 
der of  St.  John  is  bound,  by  its  original  en- 
gagement, to  wage  an  eternal  war  w-ith  the 
nations  of  Barbary.  Those  generous  men 
who  founded  the  Couananderies,  did  it  for  (he 
purpose  of  protecting  the  Christians  against 
the  piracies  of  the  Barbarian  Powers  ;  and  all 
the  political  societies  in  Europe  must  agree, 
that  if  the  order  was  to  cease  to  discharge  that 
duty,  and  fulfill  the  object  of  its  institution, 
it  would  lose  its  right  to  the  possession  of  that 
propertv  which  was  given  to  it  for  that  con- 
sideration. Lord  Cornwallis  has  reserved  his 
reply  for  one  of  the  next  conferences. 

J-  Bonaparte,  CormvalUs. 
Swrs'^!  VERSION"^. — Art.  I.  The  isles  of 
Malta,  Gozo,  and  Camino,  shall  berestored 
to  the  Order  on  I  he  following  conditions: — 
ii.  The  Knights  of  t  e  Order  are  invited  to 
return  toMaUa,  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of 
I  this  treaty  shall  have  been  exchanged.  They 
shall  foriTi  there  a  general  Chapter,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  Grand  Master, 
if  that  shall  not  have  been  already  done. 
III.  France  and  England,  wishing  to  place  tlie 
Order  of  St.  John  in  the  most  perfect  inde- 

*Alteraiion  of  Article  I. — Art  c!e  I.Tlic  slandsof 
Malia,  Gozo,  and  Camino,  shall  be  rtstorcd  to  the 
Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  to  be  held  by  it  on 
die  same  conditions  according  to  whicli  it  enjoyed 
before  the  war,  and  under  llic  tullovvins  siipulatioas. 
t        *   K  k  k  2 


1879] 


FRENCH  OFFICIAL  PAPERS  on  th^ 


[(8S(5 


pendencc  with  respect  to  them,  acrree,  1  st. 
That  there  shall  be  neither  Engiishnor  French 
langueat  Malta.  2dly.  That  no  individual 
of  either  country  can  be  admitted  into,  the 
Order,  or  aliou'ed  to  remain  in  if.  IV.  The 
forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  evacuate 
the  island  and  its  dcpeadencies,  witiiin  three 
months  after  the  ratif.caticns  are  exchanf;ed. 
At  this  epoch  it  shall  be  restored  to  the  Order 
in  its  present  situation ;  provided  that  the 
Grand  Master,  or  commissaries  fullv  autho- 
rized, according  to  the  ancient  statute's,  should 
be  in  the  inland  to  take  po>session  of  it,  and 
th  .t  the  force  hereafter  stipulated  shall  be  then 
arrived.  V.  There  shall  be  raised,  at  the 
expence  of  France  and  England,  a  body  of 
a  tliousand  Swiss,  ^^'hose  officers  shall'  be 
named  by  the  Landammiin.  They  shall  be 
chosen  from  them  who  have  fonncrlv  served 
in  Holland,  Spain,  and  Sardinia,  but  who 
have  not  borne  arms  in  the  present  v/ar. 
Tl-.ey  shall  repair  to  Malta,  and  the  fortifi- 
cations shall  be  put  in  their  posiessioii  bv  the 
Grand  Master,  or  his  representatives.  They 
shall  he  paid  by  France  and  England  for  a 
year,  reci.oning  from  the  (hy  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  pVesent  treaty  ;  af- 
ter which  time  the  corps  is  to  be  in  the  pay 
of  the  Order.  It  h  to  be  recruited  from 
among  (he  Maltese  and  ti;e  nations  which 
preserve  langues  at  Malta.  VI.  There  shall 
be  established  a  Maltese  langue-,  which  shall 
be  kept  up  by  the  territoiiai  revenues  of  the 
island,  and  the  commercial  duties.  This 
langue  shall  have  dignities,  peiiMons,  and  a 
hoteUike  the  others.  Nevertheless  j^roofs  of 
noi;i!i!y  shall  not  be  rigorou:>lv  required  for 
admission  uito  this  langue.  The  knights  shall 
be  adniL-iible  to  all  employments  and  privi- 
Jeges  like  the  knights  of  the  other  hngues. 
The  principal,    civil,   and    judicial   eraplov 


there  pay  equal  and  moderate  duties ;  these 
duties  siiall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  thq 
Maltese  l?.ngue,  to  the  civil  and  military  esta- 
blishments of  the  isle,  as  well  as  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  general  lazaretto,  to  be  open 
to  people  of  all  nations.  XL  The  powers  of 
Barbary  are  the  r.nly  powers  excepted  from 
the  dispositions  of  tlie  two  preceding  articles, 
until  they  shall  have  themfelves  renounced  their 
system  ,of  habitual  hostilities.  In  that  case 
the  contracting  parties  engage,  that  thev  shall 
enjoy  in  Malta  the  samt  rights  as  all  other 
nations.  XII.  T:.c  Order  shall  be  governed 
both  in  their  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  bv 
the  same  statutes  which  were  in  force  when 
the  knights  left  the  island,  unless  altered  by 
the  present  treaty.  XIII.  The  dispositions 
declared  in  the  4th,  5th,  7th,  Sth,  and  10th 
articles,  shall  be  changed  into  lavv-s,  and  be 
fixed  in  the  usual  manner  among  the  perpe- 
tual statutes  of  the  Order ;  and  the  Grand 
Master,  as  well  as  his  successors,  shall  be 
bound  to  cause  them  to  be  punctually  obey- 
ed. XIV.  The  different  powers  specified  in 
the  9th  article  ,^hall  be  invited  to  accede  to 
the  present  stipulation?. 

J.  Bdii'ipartc.  Coriivjalli^. 
Neapolitan  Version  ■^. — Art  I.  The 
islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Camino,  shall 
be  restored  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Je- 
rusalem, on  the  following  condilions  :-^II. 
The  Kniglils  of  the  Oder  shall  be  nivited  to 
return  to  Mdta  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  ar^ 
exchange.!.  Tliey  are  there  to  hold  a  gene- 
ral chapter,  and  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
Grand  Master,  if  he  is  not  before  appointed, 
III.  France  aiul  England,  wishing  to  place 
the  Order  of  St.  John  in  the  most  perfect  in* 
Hepeudence,  with  respect  to  themselves,  agree, 
1st,  That  there  shall  be  neither  English  nor 
French  laniiue.     £dlv,  That  no  individual  be- 


mcnts  m  the  nomination  of  the  government,  i  ^-'^iigi'ig  ^o  either  po'wer  can  be  admitted  into 
shall  be  occupied  (at  least  a  half  of  them),  bv  |  the'Order,  or  allowed  any  longer  locontinu? 


the  native  inhabitants  o^  IS 


(a.      Wll.  Half!  ^'1  '"f-     IV.  The  forces  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 


or  the  garrison  at  least,  must  be  always  com 
posed  of  Maltese,  except  in  the  cas'e  men- 
tioned ill  the  5th  article;  for  the  remainder, 
the  Order  shall  have  the  liberty  of  recruitintr 
only  among  those  countries  which  possess 
langues.  The  Maltese  troops  shall  have  xMal- 
tese  officers.  The  command  in  chief  of  all 
the  troops  in  the  island  shall  belong  to  the 
Grand  Master,  who  shall  also  have  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  o.iirers.  VIII.  The^  independ- 
ence_  of  the  islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and 
Camino,  as  well  as  the  present  arranoement, 
are  put  under  the  protection  and  guarantee 
of  France,  Great  Britain,  Austria,  Si>ain 
Kussia,  and  Prussia.  IX.  The  permanent 
neutrality  of  the  Order  of  Malta  is  proclaim- 
ed. X.  The  jjoris  of  Malla  are  cnen  to  the  i  i  r  ■  ,  ,  •  ,,  -  , 
■tr^de^and  shio^ing  of  all  countries.^;  hi^hah  I  '^^r''"  ''''^  '''  ""'"  ''''  '"'"""^  ^^'^"' 


jesty  sr.ail  evricr.aie  the  island  and  its  depeu- 
•kncies  within  three  montlis  alter  I  lie  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty.  At 
this  epoch  it  shall  be  ceded  to  the  Order  in 
i;s  present  condition,  provided  that  the  Grard 
Master,  or  conunijsioners  fully  authorized, 
according  to  the  ancient  statutes,  shall  be 
then  in  the  iskiid  to  fake  possession,  and  that 
the  provisionary  force,  hereafter  stipulated, 
shall  have  arrived.  V.  There  shall  be  estar 
blibhed  a  Maltese  langue,  which  shall  be  sup- 
ported by  ilie  territorial  revenues,  and  com- 

*  Altc;n!>on  from  Art.  I. — Art  I.  Tlie  islands  of 

Malta,  Gozf),  .lad  Cjnuno,  »liall  be  lesiorcd  to  the 

Order  of  St.  Joliti  of  JiTiisalem,  and  to  be  held  by 

j  it  on  !l,e  ?snic  conditions  '^y  v\  h.di  it  cnioyed  them 
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pnercial  dutiii?  of  the  island.  This  hngiie 
shall  have  dii;nitit;s,  pensions,  and  a  hotel, 
like  iho  other  langiies.  Nevertheless,  proofs 
pi"  iiobilily  shall  not  be  rigorously  required 
Jor  the  admission  of  its  knights.  They  shall 
Le  adiTiiseible  to  all  posts  and  privileges  like 
the  kni"j'ts  of  the  other  langucs.  The  nui- 
nicipal,  civil,  and  judiciary  employments  in 
the  nomination  of  the  government,  shall  be 
l;lled  (st  least  one  half  of  the  m)  by  native  in- 
kibitaiits  of  Malta.  Vi.  Half  of  the  garri- 
son, at  least,  shall  ha  ah'.ays  composed  of 
native  Maltese ;  as  to  the  remainder,  the  Qr- 
per  shall  have  iiberlv  io  rec;  ..it  from  the  na- 
tives of  those  countries  w.iich  continue  to 
pu  sess  Inngncs.  The  Maltese  troops  shall 
ii.;ve  Maltese  otfi'^ers.  The  command  in 
chief  of  the  garrison  of  the  island,  as  well  as 
the  nomination  of  tne  officers,  shall  belong  to 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order.  VII.  the 
independence  of  the  isles  of  Malta,  Gozo, 
and  Camino,  as  well  as  the  present  arrange- 
ment, are  placed  under  the  protection  and 
guarantee  of  Cueat  Britain,  Fiance,  Austria, 
Spain,  Russia,  and  Prussia.  VIII.  The  per- 
manent neutrality  of  the  Order  is  proclaim- 
ed. IX.  The  ports  of  Malta  shall  be  open 
to  the  commerce  and  shipping  of  all  nations, 
who  shall  there  pay  equal  and  moderate  du- 
ties :  those  duties  shall  be  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  Maltese  langue,  and  to  the  civil  and 
military  establishment  of  the  island,  as  well 
:;as  for  the  establishment  of  a  general  lazaretto, 
-which  shall  be  open  to  every  flag.  X.  The 
powers  of  Barbary  are  alone  excepted  from 
itlie  dispositions  of  the  two  preceding  articles, 
until  they  shall  have  themselv'es  renounced 
their  systein  of  habitual  hostilities.  In  that 
.case  the  contracting  powers  engage  to  make 
them  enjoy  in  Malta  the  same  privileges  as 
other  countries.  XI.  The  Order  sliail  be 
governed,  both  in  spiritual  and  temporal  af- 
fairs, by  the  same  statutes  wliich  were  in  force 
when  the  knights  left  the  island,  except  as 
,  the  statutes  may  be  altered  by  the  present 
treaty.  XII.  The  dispositions  of  the  4th,  5th, 
7th,  8th,  and  10th  articles,  shall  be  cpn- 
verted  into  laws  and  perpetual  statutes  of  the 
Order,  in  the  accustomed  manner:  and  the 
Grand  Master,  as  Well  as  his  successors,  shall 
piake  oath  to  observe  them  punctually.  XIII. 
His  Sicilian  Majesty  shall  furnish  a  corps  of 
1000  men,  to  serve  as  a  garrison  for  Malta. 
This  corps  shall  remain  there  a  year,  reckon- 
ing from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ra- 
tification (o  the  present  treaty.  It  is  to  be 
composed  of  old  soldiers,  natives  of  the  do- 
minions of  his  Sicilian  Majesty.  XIV.  The 
different  pswers  specified  in  the  7th  article 
shall  be  invited  to  accede  to  the  present  sti- 
mulations. . 

J.  Bon.tjiarie,  Curnv.-(J!is, 


PROTOCOI,. 

2d  Vcntose,  Ycur  10,  '2\st  Feb.  KS02.— The 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republic  and 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  haviiig  met.  Citi- 
zen Josepli  Bonaparte  demanded  the  insertion 
in  ih*i  protocol  of  the  following  note,  in  an- 
swer to  the  declaration  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
contuined  in  \hQ  protocol  of  the  conference  of 
the  29th  Pluvio^'e  (18th  February,  1802), 
relative  to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The  preli- 
minaries of  peace  have  been  signed  between 
France  a«4  the  Portt  :  they  have  been  rati- 
fied by  the  Porte  wiih  this  simple  restriction, 
"  Provided  they  are  not  contrary  to  the  trea- 
ty of  London  :"  as  they  are  not  conirafv,  the 
French  government  considers  them  duly  and 
explicitly  ratified.  The  Grand  Seignior,  in 
a  letter  to  the  First  Consul,  expt-essed  a  de- 
sire to  treat  directly  v/ith  France,  and  to  con- 
vert into  a  definitive  treaty  the  preliminary 
articles.  Inconsequence,  the  ambassador  of 
the  Porte  at  Paris  received  fall  powers,  and 
all  necessary  instructions.  This  ambasiadoir 
has  been  presented  to  the  First  Consul,  and 
has  appeared  convinced  that  France  was  ne- 
cessary lo  Turliey,  that  he  was  ready  to  sign 
a  definitive  peace ;  but  that  he  was  bound, 
out  of  respect  and  deference,  to  acquaint  the 
British  minister  with  it.  The  First  Consul 
coasenled,  that  he  should  immediately  write 
to  the  British  minister  to  iufurm  hiin  of  this 
step,  and  a  definitive  peace  will  be  concluded. 
Every  peace  which  is  not  concluded  directly 
between  two  such  great  powers  a-i  the  Porte 
and  France,  may  be  a  truce,  but  it  will  be  a 
ciiiinerlcal  peace.  Theie  is,  in  the  diplo- 
matic system,  two  sorts  of  ailiances,  natural 
and  accidental  alliances.  The  alliance  be- 
tween England  and  the  Porte  being  only  ac- 
cidental, it  was  the  part  of  France,  in  the 
preliminaries,  to  stipulate  the  cessation  of 
hostilities ;  but  particular  arrangements  must 
be  treated  by  our  direct  negotiation :  to  act 
otherwise,  would  be  to  place  those  powers 
in  the  second  rank  of  states,  and  both  of 
them  belong  to  the  first  rank.  All  the  as- 
surances then  which  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries can  give,  are,  I  st,'  That  there  shall  be 
no  secret  article  in  this  treaty,  'id.  That  it 
shall  be  entirely  founded  on  the  preliminaries. 
Any  claim  further  than  this  would  be  unrea- 
sonable. In  answer  to  the  declaration  of  the 
English  minister,  with  respect  to  the  King  of 
Etruria,  contained  in  the  same  Protocol,  and 
to  the  verbal  declarations  which  have  been 
foi-merly  made  with  respect  to  the  repubhcs 
of  Italy^,  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  has  an- 
nounced to  his  government  the  repugn:nce 
which  his  Britannic  Majesty  would  ha\e  to 
acknowledge  the  King  of  Etniria,  the  Italian 
Republic,  and  the  republic  of  Genoa.  _  The 
acknowledgment  of  these  powers  by  his  Eri- 
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tannic  Majesty,  being  of  no  advantage  to 
France,  the  French  plenipotentiary  will  no 
longer  insist  upon  them.  He  desires,  how- 
ever, that  the  observations  he  nov/  offers 
should  be  taken  into  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration by  the  Britiih  cabinet.  The  poli- 
tical system  of  Europe  is  founded  on  the  ex- 
istence and  acknovv'leugment  of  all  those 
powers  wliich  share  its  vast  and  fine  terri- 
tories. If  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  refuse 
to  acknowledge  those  povvers  which  hold  so 
distinguished  a  place  in  Europe,  he  rtyiounces 
then  all  interest  about  the  people  which  form 
these  states.  Neverlhclcss,  how  c:.n  the  sup- 
position be  admitted,  that  the  commercial 
interests  of  England  should  be  indifferent  to 
the  trade  of  Genoa,  of  Leghorn,  the  mouths 
of  the  Po,  and  the  Italian  Republic'  If  its 
commerce  should  suffer  any  restraints  in 
those  countries,  to  whom  could  his  Britannic 
rvfajesLy  complain,  the  reciprocity  on  his  side 
being  nothing,  inasmuch  as  Genoa,  Tuscany, 
and  the  Italian  Republic,  transact  no  com- 
mercial business  in  Engl  md,  but  are  useful 
and  necessary  markets  for  British  commerce  ? 
If  those  three  powers,  displeased  at  finding 
themselves  not  acknowledged  by  ihe  great 
power,  shciuld  make  changes  in  t!:eir  organ- 
ization, and  seek  a  refuge  by  an  incorpora- 
tion with  a  great  con'jnenial  power,  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  would  debar  himself  from  ihe 
right  of  complaining,  and  yet  it  is  a  subject 
he  could  not  consider  wit'ii  indiifcrcnce. 
There  are  som.etimes  compkinis  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  French  Pvepublic  on  tiie  conti- 
nent ;  and  how  can  it  be  oLnerwise,  wl.cn 
the  great  powers  place  the  small  states  of  Italy 
under  an  absolute  necessity  of  seeldng  refuge 
and  protection  in  France  alone  ?  The  Cis- 
alpine Republic,  although  acknowledged  by 
the  Emperor  at  the  treaty  of  CampoFormio, 
never  could  succeed  to  get  its  ambassador  re- 
ceived at  Vienna.  It  continued  to  be  treated 
by  that  prince  as  if  the  treaty  of  Campo  For- 
mio  had  never  existed  at  that  time.  Doubt- 
less, as  the  general  peace  was  not  concluded, 
the  court  of  Vienna  looked  upon  its  treaty  as 
a  truce  :  but,  now  that  a  general  peace  is 
made,  if  those  powers  were  to  remain  uncer- 
tain of  seeing  their  independence  acknow- 
ledged, they  would  fear  being  again  treated 
in  that  slighting  manner  v>diich  they  have  al- 
ready experienced,  and  would  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  connecting  themselves  more  closely 
with  the  French  people.  The  same  principle 
which  induced  France  to  abandon  three- 
fourths  of  the  ccnqaesis  she  had  made,  has 
dictated  to  the  First  Consul  the  part  of  not 
jiitermeddling  in  the  affairs  of  those  small 
povv*crs  m.(;re  ihzn  is  necessary  to  re-establish 
order,  and  to  found  some  stable  or-janization. 
Must  his  moderaiiou  then  h:ive  to  conflict 


(wc  speak  ficmkly)  vAih  the  false  and  badly 
combined  measures  of  other  powers ;  or  is 
the  peace  to  be  only  consid^'red  as  a  truce  .'' 
Afflicting  prospect !  discouraging  to  all  good 
men,  but  which  must  in.faUibly  be  productive 
of  consequences  which  cannot  be  calculated. 
Lord  Cornw  aliis  has  reserved  the  communi- 
cation of  this  ansv.-er  to  his  government. 

J.  Bonaparie,  Cornnallcs.  ' 

PROTOCOL. 

Ji/nens,  IGlhJ^ntose,  Year  10,  March  16, 
1S02. — The  ministers  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic and  his  Britannic  Majesty  having  met, 
Citizen  Josef)h  Bonaparte  presented  the  note 
Viwd'  prqjct  lollowing  : — The  undersigned  has 
removed  from  il'ixz  projct  every  thing  which 
might  protract  the  discussions.  It  is  com- 
posed—  1st.  Of  articles  taken  literally  from 
the  preliminaries :  they  are  unattackable  *. 
2d.  Articles  already  agreed  to  by  the  two  ple- 
nipotentiaries in  the  different  Protocols  vc\\\ch. 
have  been  signed  since  the  opening  of  the 
negotiations :  those  cannot  be  rejected  v/ith- 
out  prolonging  tbe  negotiation  indefinitely  f. 
3d.  LaMly,  of  articles  either  wdshed  for  by 
the  Brhish  minister,  and  entirely  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  France,  as  the  J  8th  article,  or 
arising  from  the  preliminaries,  the  preceding 
stipulations  and  verbal  conventions ;  such  as 
the  residence  of  the  French  troops  at  Otranto, 
wh.ilst  Malta  shall  be  occupied  by  the  English  ; 
or  as  (he  19ih,  relative  to  the  Republic  of 
Genoa — If  that  republic,  as  an  ally  of  France, 
is  at  war  with  C^reat  Britain — if  the  minister 
of  his  Britannic  INIajesty  should  declare  that 
\\ii  government  is  at  peace  with  that  state, 
the  lyth  article  becon  es  useless,  and  the  un- 
dersigned withdraws  it.  The  10th  article, 
with  respect  to  Malta,  has  been  approved  by 
Loid  Cornwaliis  in  all  its  parts :  he  has  only- 
asked,  in  the  Prolocol  of  the  13th  Pluviose 
(2d  Feb.)  that  the  King  of  Naples  should 
be  in\'it'.'d  to  f-.;rnish  2000  men,  to  be  em-, 
ployed  to  guard  the  fortifications  of  Malta.. 
The  1st  of  Januruy  I  SOO,  was  fixed  in  his 
projct  for  th.e  e\acuation  of  the  island  by  the 
Neapolitan  troops  :  there  can  therefore  be  no 
question  about  the  12th  paragraph  of  the 
lOth  article.  The  French  government  has 
refused  every  prnjct  which  did  not  fend  to 
render  the  Order  as  completely  masters  of 
Malta  as  circumstances  would  permit.  It 
was  in  this  spirit  that  it  presented  ihQprojei  of 
an  auxiliary  Swiss  force,  as  likely  to  be  more 
dependent  on  the  Order  than  the  troops  of  a. 
neighbouring  prince.  TliO':e  reasons  are  de- 
tailed in  the  Protocol  of  the  30th  Pluviose 
(19t.hFcb.)  It  would  be  superfluous  to  re'- 
peat  them  l:ere,  and  it  would  be.  dil^icult  to 

*    1st,    '2d,   3d,    4;li,  5Jii,   7th,    Stli,    9th,     lltli, 
\2±,   JGili,  l-i'ili,   lath,    loili. 

f  Articks  6iii,    iOih,    17th,  and '30ih. 
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prove  that  they  were  not  more  agreeablo  both 
to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  t  -.  p>ciim";aarics 
than    any    other    projtt.     Notwithslanding, 
such  is  the  desire  of  the  French  government 
to  answer  the  expectations  of  two  great  iia- 
tions,  and  of  all  Europe,  that  it  has  sacrificed 
its  projet  to  that-feeling.     It  Uas  consented  that 
the  fortifications  of  itlalta  shall  be  entrusted 
to  a  corps  of  Neapolitan  troops,  but  it  thinks 
that  the  number  of  troops  should  be  limited 
to  1000  rnen,  and  the  time  of  their  staying 
there  to  a  y  ^rar ;  persuaded  that  before  that 
epoch  the  Order  will  have  formed  a  corps 
of  troops  sufficient  for  the  interior  service  of 
an  island,  guaranteed  an  1  protected  by  the 
great  powers  of  Europe,  and  that  the  Order 
will  be  more  completely  masters   in  Malta, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  preliminaries  more  fol- 
lowed, when  the  Order  shall  be   defended, 
served,  and  obeyed  by  its  own  ^cldiers.     The 
undersigned  adds,  that  if  the  British  ministers 
persist  in  thinking  that  at  first   1000  Neapo- 
litans would  not  be  sufficient,  the  French  go- 
vernment   will    doubtless   consent   that  the 
number  shall  be  encreascd  even  to  2000,  ac- 
cording to  the   English  pvojet.     This  conde- 
scension will  incline  Lord  Cornwallis  not  to 
insist   on    the    term   of  three   years.      The 
French  government  cannot   consent    to    it, 
without  abandoning  the    4th  article  of   the 
preliminaries,  which  gives  Malta  to  the  Oi'- 
der,  and  not  to  the  King  of  Naples.     In  con- 
senting to  give  up  that  island  to  the  troops  of 
his  Sicilian  Majesty  during  the  first  year,  the 
situation  of  the  Order,  and,  above  all,  the 
desire  of  the  French  government  to  arrive  at 
a  speedy  conclusion,  may  explain  that  stipu- 
lation— any  other  condescension  could  justify 
it  neither  in  its  own  eyes,  nor  in  those  of  the 
nation  and  posterity.     The  undersigned   has 
no  doubt  that  Lord  Cornwallis  allows  the  pro- 
per weight   to  the  sentiments  expressed    in 
this    note,     and  to   the  omission  of  several 
important   articles,    sacrificed   to  the  desire 
which  both  governments  entertain  of  a  speedy 
and  honourable  peace,  u'hich  can  subsist  only 
in  as  far  as  it  shall  be  founded  upon  the  pre- 
liminaries.    The    \jndersigned  believes  that 
he  has  proved,  by  the  most  convincing  de- 
monstration, the  agreement  of  the  projet  of 
the  definitive  treaty  annexed  v.'ith  the  preli- 
minaries signed  at  London. 
Treaty  of  Peace  hetiveen  ihe  French  Bepiiblic, 
the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  the 
Batavian  Republic,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
his  Majesty  the  Kiii'^  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  on  the  other. 

The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic, 
in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  and  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, equally  actuated  by  a  desire  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  have  laid  the 


foundations  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  the  ar- 
ticles signed  at  London  the  9th  Yen'dcmiare, 
in  the  year  10  (1st  of  October,  1801  j.     And 
as  by  the  XVth  article  of  the  above-men- 
tioned preliminaries,  it  has  been  agreed,  that 
both  on  the  one  side  and  on   the  other,  ple- 
nipotentiaries  shall  be    appointed  who  shall 
repair  to  A  mien*,  there  to  proceed  to  digest 
the  definitive  treaty,  in  concert  with  the  allies 
of  the  contracting  powers ;  the  First  Consul 
of  the  French  Republic,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  people,  has  appointed  Citizen  JoL,eph 
Bonaparte ;    and    his    Majesty   the   King   of 
Great  Britain,  Marquis  Cornwallis.     His  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  &c. 
and  the  Eatavian  Republic,  after  having  ac- 
ceded to  the  prehminaries,  have   named  for 
their  plenipotentiaries,  viz.  his  Catholc  Ma- 
jesty the  Chevalier  d'Azara,  and  the  Batavian 
Republic  the  Sieur  Sehimmelpenninck ;  who, 
after  having  duly  communicated  their  creden- 
tials and  full   powers,  transcribed  at  the  end 
of  the  present  ti'eaty,  have  agreed  upon  the 
following  articles  :— Article  I.  There  shall  be 
peace,  friendship,  and  a  good  understanding, 
between  the  French   Republic,  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  Spain,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
and  the  Batavian  Republic,  on  the  one  part, 
and  his  Majesty 'the 'King  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  his  heirs  and  successors  on 
the  other.      The   contracting    parties    shall 
pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  maintenance 
of  perfect  harmony  between  themselves  and 
their  nations,  without  allowing,  either  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other,  any  sort  of  hostility  to 
be  committed  either  by  land  or  by  sea,  upon 
any  ground  or  pretext  wnatever.     They  shall 
carefully  avoid  every  thing  that  may  eventu- 
ally interrupt  the  union  happily  established, 
and  shall  give  neither  assistance  nor  protec- 
tion, either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  those 
who  would   wish    to    injure    any   of    them» 
II.  All  the  prisoners  shall  be  restored  on  cue 
side   and    on    the   other  in  one    month,    at 
farthest,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  present  treaty,  after  paying  the 
particular  debts  which  they  may  have  con- 
tracted.    III.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  restores  to  the  French  Republic,  tlie 
King  of  Spain,  and  the  Batavian  Republic,  all 
the  possessions  and  colonies  occupied  or  con- 
quered during  the  course  of  the  last  war,  with 
the  exceptions  of  the  island  of  Trinii'ad,  and 
the  Dutch  possessions  in  the  island  of  Ceylon. 
IV.  His  Catholic  iVIajesty  cedes  andguai-an- 
tees  the  whole   property  and   sovereignly  ,of 
the  island  of  Trinidad  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty.    V.  The  Batavian  Republic  cedes  and 
guarantees  to  his  Britannic  IMajesty  tlie  whole 
property  and   sovereignty  of  all  the  p^OiSC;- 
sions  and  establishments  in  the  island  of  Cey- 
lon, which  belonged  to  it  before 'the  war. 
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Vr.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  remains  in 
complete  sovereignty  with  the  Batavian  Re- 
public, as  previous  td  tlie  war.  French  and 
English  vessels  of  every  kind  shall  have  the 
right  of  trading  theiS;,  and  carrying  fron. 
thence  such  necessary  provisions  :  they  shall 
always  be  received  on  the  same  footing. 
VII.  The  territories,  possessions,  arid  righis 
of  the  Sublime  Porte,  are  maintained  in  all 
fheir  integrity  as  before  the  war.  Vlll.  The 
limits  of  the  French  and  Portuguese  Guiana 
are  nxed  to  the  river  Arawary,  which  falls 
into  the  ocean  below  Cape  Nord,  near  New 
Island,  and  the  Island  of  Repentance,  about 
a  degree  and  one  third  of  northern  latitude; 
these  limits  follow  the  river  Ar-awary  from  its 
mouth  farthest  removed  from  Cape  Nord  to 
its  source,  and  then  stretcli  westward  in  a 
straight  line  from  that  source  as  far  as  Rio 
Branco.  So  that  the  northern  banks  of  the 
river  Arawary,  from  the  place  M-bcre  it  last 
discharges  itself  to  its  source,  and  the  coun- 
tries which  lie  to  the  north  of  the  line  of 
those  limits,  fixed  on  as  abov^e,  shall  belong 
in  full  sovereignty  to  the  French  Republic. 
ITie  southern  bank  of  the  said  river,  from 
the  same  place  of  discharge,  and  all  the 
countries  to  the  south  of  the  said  line  of  limits, 
shall  belong  to  her  Majesty  of  Portvigal.  The 
navigation  of  the  Arawary  along  its  whole 
course  shrJl  be  common  to  both  nations. 
The  arrangements  that  have  taken  place  be- 
tween the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lisbon,  for 
the  settling  of  their  frontiers  in  Europe,  shall 
be  executed  according  to  the  treaty  of  Bada- 
j02.  IX.  The  Republic  of  the  Seven  Islands 
is  recognized.  X.  The  Isles  of  Malta,  Go- 
xo,  and  Camino,  shall  be  restored  to  the  Or- 
der of  St.  John  of  J'evusalem,  to  be  by  it  pos- 
sessed and  held  upon  the  same  conditions  as 
before  the  war,  and  under  the  following  sti- 
pnhtions  : — ! .  The  Knichts  of  the  Order  arc 
invited  to  rct'^rn  to  Malta  as  soon  as  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  shall  have  taken 
place.  There  they  shall  form  a  general  chap- 
ter, and  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Grand 
l\laster,  if  it  shall  not  h:ivc  been  done  before. 
2.  France  and  England  wishing  to  put  the 
Order  of  St.  John  in  a  state  of  the  most  per- 
fect independence  in  regard  to  them,  agree 
that  there  shall  be  neither  a  Frer.ch  nor  Eng- 
lish bngiie,  and  that  no  individual  of  eitiier  i 
nation  shall  be  tiicre  admitted,  nor  continue 
to  form  part  of  the  Order.  3.  The  forces  of 
h-s  Britannic  Maicstv  shall  evacuate  that 
i'shnd  and  its  dependencies  in  three  months 
after  the  exchraige  of  the  ratifications ;  at 
that  time  it  shr.ll  be  delivered  to  the 
Order  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was 
found,  provided  that  the  Grand  Mastf.  or 
his  comrnissra-ie-^  fullv  authofized  accorci  '  ;-;  to 
the  Jintie^t  regi^iatioiis,  shall  be  in  the  island 
1 


to  take  possession,  and  th.at  the  provislonary 
force  hereafter  stipulated  shall  have  arrived^ 
4.   There    shall    be    established    a    Maltese 
langue,  which  shall  be  maintained  out  of  the 
territorial  revenue  and  commercial  duties  of 
the  island.     This  langue  shall  have  the  same 
dignities,  and  the  same  income  and  residence, 
as  the  Others.     'Hie  municipal  employments, 
administrative  and  others,  civil  and  judiciary, 
at  least  as  far  as  one  half,  shall  be  held  by  the 
native  inhabitants  of  the  island.     5".  The  one 
half,  at  least,  of  the  garrison  shall  always  be 
composed  of   native   Maltese;  as  for  the  rest, 
the  Order  Shall  have  the  liberty  of  recruiting 
thera  among  the  natives  of  those  countries  only 
who  continue   to  possess  langues.     The  Mal- 
tese  troops  shall    have   native  officers.     The 
chief  command  of  the  whole  garrison  of  the 
island,  as  well  as  the  nomination  of  the  offi- 
cers, shall  beEn!»  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Order,  without  the  power  of   delegating  hig 
auihority  to  nry  particular  commander.     6. 
The    independence    of    the    isles  of    Malts, 
Go/0,  and   Camino,    as  well  as  the  present 
arrangement,     are     placed    unjer    the    pro- 
tection and  guarantee  of   France,  Great   Bri- 
tain,   Austria,    Spain,    Russia,    and   Prussia. 
7.    The  permanent  neuttahty  of  the  Order  of 
Malta  is  proclaimfd.     8.  The  ports  of  Malta 
sl^all  be  open  to  all  nations,  upon  payment  of 
equal  and  moderate  duties.     The  dutits  shalJ 
be  applied   to  the  maintenance  of  the  Maltese 
langue,  to  that  of  the  n>iiitar\    and  civil  esta- 
blishments of  the  island,  ris  well  as  to  that  of 
a  lazaretto  j^eneral,  open  to  the  flags  of  all  na- 
tions.    9.  The   powers  of  Rarbary  are  alone 
exempted  from  the  dispositions  mentioned  in 
the  two  preceding  paragraphs,  till    they  have 
renounced  their  system  of  habitual  hostility* 
1 0.  The  Order  shall  he  governed  by  the  same 
laws,  spiritual  and   temporal,  which  were-in 
force  while  the  knights  were  out  of  the  island, 
]"rovidcd   they  be  not  contraty  to  any  thing 
herein  stipulated.      1  I .  The  dispositions  men— 
tioned  in  paragraphs  4th,  5th,  7th,  8ih,  and- 
[t)di,  shall  be  converted  into  perpetual  laws 
and  statures  of   tht-  Order,  in  the  usualform  ; 
and  the  Grand  Master  and  his  succcsiors  slulL 
be  obliged  to   take  an  oA'h  punctually  to  ob*. 
servethem.     l'-.  His  Sicilian  Majesty  siiail fur-; 
niyhacorpsof  1 0<^()  men  to  garrison  Malta.   I  hi* 
cotps  shall  he  placed  iliere  within  a  year  from. 
the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  s>fi 
the  present  treafy.     It  can  only  he  composed  of 
the  ancient  naiivettoops  of  the  sntts  ot  his  Si-. 
cilia{>  Majesty.      I'.L    rheditJercnt  powers  spe- 
cified in  paragraph  (ith,  shall  oe  mvit.  d  toac-j 
cede   to  rhe   prest-nl  stirulatvonb. — XI.  The, 
French  troops  shail  evacuate  the  kingdom  of; 
Naples,  and  fhe  dominions  ot    Rome.     XIL^ 
The  evacuations,  cessions,    and    res'itutions,! 
s'ipdated  hv  the  present  treaty,  sh.iil   he  exe- 
cuted for  Europe  in  one  month,  j,  for  the  coi^ 
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tinent  and  seas  of  America  and  Africa,  in  l  and  Northern  Seas,  after  the  space  of  twelve 
three  months  ;  for  the  c  mtincnt  and  seas  of  days,  reckoning  irom  the  excange  of  the 
Asia  in  six  nio.'iths,  atter  tlie  ratification  of  i  ratifications  of  the  preliminarv  articles,  shall 


ihe  defin'tive  treaty.  Xlil.  In  every  case  ot 
'K'stitiiiion  a'^reed  upon  in  the  present  treaty, 
^he  fortlficiti')ns  shall  be  restored  in  (he  con- 
'dition  in  which  they  werC  previous  to  the 
'sia;nature  of  the  preliminaries,  and  all  the 
'works  conslriicted  since  the  occupation  shall 
Tremain  untoucued.  It  is  fa.ther  agreed,  t!iat 
■in  every  case  of  stipulated  Cession,  the  inha- 
-bitant«,  of  whatever  c.)ndifi.)n  or  nation,  shail 
be  allowed  th  ee  years,  reckoning  from  the 
tatification  of  the  treaty,  to  disfiose  of  their 
property,  acquired  or  possessed,  whether  be- 
lore  or  during  the  present  war;  during  which 
term  of  three  years  they  may  freely  exercise 
their  religion,  and  enjoy  their  property.  The 
lame  liberty  is  allowed  in  the  countries  re- 
stored to  all  those  who  may  have  made  esta- 
blishments of  any  sort  during  the  time  when 
those  countries  were  in  possessi  m  of  Great 
Britain.  With  regard  to  the  other  inhabitants 
of  countries  restored  or  ced 'd,  it  is  agreed 
that  none  of  them  shall  be  persecuted,  dis- 
quieted, or  troubled  in  his  person  or  ])ro- 
perty,  under  any  pretext,  on  account  of  his 
political  conduct  or  opinions,  or  on  account 
of  his  attachment  to  any  of  the  contract- 
in*  parties,  or  for  any  other  reaso-i  ex- 
cept for  debts  contracted  witli  individuals,  or 
for  behaviour  posterior  to  the  present  treaty 


on  both  jides  be  restored:  that  the  teiin 
shall  be  one  month,  from  St.  George's  Cfen- 
nel  and  the  Nortliern  beas,  to  tlie  Uanirv 
Isles  inclusively,  whether  in  the  ocean  or 
Mediterranean;  twQ  m.mths  from  the  Ca- 
naries to  the  Equator;  and,  in  fine,  five 
months  in  every  other  part  of  the  world,  with- 
out any  exception  or  particular  distinction  of 
lime  or  place.  XVII.  The  air.bassadors, 
ministers,  and  oflie;  agents  oi  the  contracting 
powers,  shall  enjoy  respectively,  in  the  do- 
minions of  thesaid  powers,  the  sa.ne  rank, 
privileges,  prerogatives,  and  immunities, 
whicti  agents  of  the  same  class  sent  by  the 
said  contracting  powers  enjovcd  before  the 
war.  XV'Ill.  t-'rance  shall  procure  for  the 
branch  of  the  House  of  iSia^sau,  which  ex- 
isted in  Holland,  indemnities  in  Germany 
equivalent  to  all  the  lo-ses  it  has  sustained. 
XlX.  ■]  he  present  treaty  is  declared  common 
to  the  Ligurian  Repxiblic.  XX.  'i  he  pre- 
sent treaty  shall  be  ratified -by  the  contracting 
powers  in  the  space  of  five  (lavs,  or  soontr  if 
possible,  and  tJ:e  ratifications  in  due  form 
shall  be  exchanged  at  Paris. 

Stciet  and  separcite  Jit.c  c. — The  French 
troops  shall  evacuate  Otranto,  when  the  island 
of  Alalia  shall  be  evacuated  bythe  forces  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty.     Lord  Cornwallis  reserves 


XIV.  All  the  sequestered  property  placed  on  j  his  answer  for  ike  next  conference. 


eitlier  side,  in  the  funds,  revenues,  and 
trusts,  of  whatever  sort  they  may  be,  belong- 
ing to  any  one  of  the  contracting  powers,  or 
to  its  citizens  and  subjects,  shall  be  delivered 
wp  immediately  after  the  signature  of  this  de- 
finitive treaty.  The  decision  of  all  claims 
Detween  the  individuals  of  the  two  nations, 
for  debts,  property,  effects,  or  rights  of  anv 
sort,  which,  according  to  the  received  usages 
and  laws  of  nations,  ous'ht  to  be  restored  at 
the  time  of  the  peace,  shall  be  committed  to 
competent  tribunals :  and  in  this  case  they 
shall  render  f>rompt  and  entire  justice  in  the 
countries  where  the  claims  shall  be  respec- 
tively made.  XV.  The  fisheries  on  the  coast 
of  Newfoundland  and  the  adjacent  islands, 
and  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  are  placed 
upon  the  same  footing  upon  which  they  were 
before  the  war.  The  fishermen  of  New- 
foundland, and  the  inhabitants  of  the  isles  of 
St.  Petre  and  Miquelon,  may  cut  the  wood  ne- 
cessary for  them  in  the  bays  of  I-'ortune  and 
Despair  during  the  first  year.  XVI.  To  prevent 
all  subjects  of  complaint  and  dispute  that 
might  arise  on  account  of  the  prizes  which 
may  have  been  made  on  the  sea  after  the 
signature  of  the  preliminaries,  it  is  recipro- 
cally agreed  upon,  that  the  vessels  and  effects 
which  shall  have  been  taken  in  the  Channel 
Vol.  IIL 


J.  Bonaparte,  CormvallisJ^ 
PROTOCOL.  

Jniicns,  f^th  March  1  s()<2,-  C]5th  Ventosey 
i^n  \9.)  The  Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty  and  of  the  French  Ri  public  belno- 
again  met,  Lord  Cornwallis  declared,  that 
his  government  having  perused  with  the  most 
serious  attention  the  two  projels  relative  to 
Malta,  presented  by  the  French  Minister  in 
the  protoco.'  of  the  19lh  of  February  (which 
was  not  signed  till  the  ?23d)  has  found  that 
only  practicable,  and  consequently  adrhibsibie, 
which  proposes  to  put  a  Neapolitan  garrison 
in  that  island.  But  the  number  of  trcops 
proposed  appears  to  that  government  evi- 
dently too  small,  and  the  time  of  their  re- 
maining in  the  island  too  short;  so  that  with- 
out extending  these  two  dispositions,  the  pro^ 
jtt  in  question  cannot  be  adopted  as  a  practi- 
cable mean  of  fulfilling  the  intention  of  the 
preliminaries.  There  are  others,  too,  which 
it  is  very  essential  to  explain  more  clearly ,':to 
prevent  as  much  as  passible,  the  difficulties 
that  might  arise  in  the  execution  of  tt\c  jirojtt^ 
It  is  very  important  for  the  two  nations,  and 
also  for  all  Europe,  to  fix  a  plan' of  arrange' 
ment  for  that  island,  that  may  leave  no  uiicer* 
taintv  as  to  its  future  condition.  It  is  upon 
this  principle  that  the   British  gov-comsent 

*  L  1  1  .     " 
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acts,  a  principle  that  could  only  arise  from 
its  desire  to  remove  every  cause  of  misunder- 
standing for  the  futiH'e  between  itself  and  the 
JVench  o^overiunent.  With  this  view  it  has 
emploved  itself  anew  to  draw  up  another  plan, 


the  same  state  in  which  it  was  fo\md,  pro- 
vided the  (irand  Master  ol-  commissioners 
fully  authorised,  according  to  the  statutes  of 
the  Order,  shall  be  in  the  island  to  take  pos- 
session of  it,  and   provided  that  the  iorctt  to 


in  which  it  has  endeavoured  to  new-model  I  be  furnished  In  his  Sicilian  Majesty,  accord- 
some  of  the  same  dispositions  that  are  in  the  j  ino  (oarticle  XJll.  shall  havearrived.  VI. The 
former /»ro/rt5.  It  believes  them  indispen- I  half  of  the  garrison  at  least  shall  be  composed 
sable  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  which  of  native  Maltese.  For  the  rest,  the  Order 
it  is  desired  to  arrange,  and  cannot,  therelore,  shall  have  the  liberty  of  recruiting  among  the 
insist  upon  them  too  stronglv.     The  new  plan  ,  natives    of  those    countries   onlv    that  shall 


proposed  by  the  lirilish  government  is  as  fol- 
lows:— I.  The  isles  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Ca- 
mino,  shall  be  restored  to  tlie  Order  of  St. 
John  of  .lerusalem,  in  the  condition  in  which 
they  were  held  b)  that  Order  before  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  between  Great  Bri- 
tain  and   France,  and  under   the   following 


tontinue  to  possess  langues  in  the  Order. 
VII,  The  independence  of  the  isles  of  Malta, 
Go7,o  and  C'amino,  as  well  as  the  present  ar- 
rangement, sliall  be  placed  imder  the  protec- 
tion and  guarantee  of  Great  Hritain,  Irance, 
Austrin,  Russia,  Spain  and  i'rus»ia.  XIlFThc 
permanent  neutralitv  of  the  isle  of  Malta  is 


stipulations.     11.  The  Knights  of  the  Order,  !  fnoclaimed.     IX.  The  ports  of  Malta  shall 
of  whom  the  langues  shall  continue  to  subsist  i  be  open  to  the  connnerce  and  navigation  of  all 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratification!?  of  the  i  nations,  upon  pa\  ment  of  an  equal  and  mo- 
present  treaty,  shall  be  invited  to  return  to  j  derate  duty.     Those  duties  shall  be  applied  to 
Malta  as  soon    as   the  exchange  shall  have  .  the  support  of  the  Maltese  langue,    in   th« 
taken  place:  thev  shall  form  a  general  chap-  i  manner  specified  in  article  IVth,  to   that  of 
ter,  and  proceed   to  the  election  of  aCirand  '  the  civil  and  military  establishments  of  the 
Master,  if  if  shall  not  have  been  done  before,  )  i.dand,   as  well  as  the  lazaretto  general,  open 
in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  the  Km-  ,  to  the  flags  of  all  nations.     X.  The  Powers 
peror  of  Russia,  of  the  1 6th  of  March  isoi.  |  of  I'arbary  are  alone  excepted  from  the  dis- 
It  is  understood,  that  while  it  shall  Ix' compa-  I  jiositions  of  the  two  preceding  articles,  till  by 
tible  with  the  dispositions  mentioned  in  article  '  .Tn  ari-angement  to  be  brought  about  by  the 
4th,    the  Order  shall  consist  oidv  of  those  ,  contracting  parties,  the  system  of  perpetual 
Knights  who  were  qualified   to  vote  at  the  !  hostilities  which  has  subsisted  for  so   long  a 
election   of  a  Grand  Master  at  the  time  of  ;  time  between  these  Powers  and  the  Order  of 
that  declaration.     III.    The  governments  of'  St  John,  shall  be  terminated.     XL  The  Ord<sr 
Cjreat  Britain  and  France,   desirous  to  place     shall   be  governed   in  spiritual  and  temporal 
the  Order  of  St.  John,  and  the  island  of  Malta,  :  concerns  In    the   same  statutes  that  were  in 
in  a  state  of  entire  independence,   of  both  i  force  since  »he  Knights  left  the  island,  as  far 
the  one  and  the  other  of  these  powers,  agree,  i  as  thev  shall  be  compatible  with  the  different 
1st,  'I'hat  there  shall  be  neither  a  French  nor  j  regulations  specified.     Xll.  'Fhe  dispositions 
an  English  langue.    'id.  That  no  individual  be- ,  contained  in  the  articles  111.  IV.  \'l.   Vlll. 
longing  to  one  or  the  other  ptnver  shall  be  ad-    and  XI.  shall  be  converted  into  perpetual  laws 
mitted  into  the  Order.      1\'.  'I'here  shall  be  ,  and  statutes  of  the  Order  in  the  usual  form  ; 
established  a  Maltese  langue,  to  be  maintained    an.d  the  Grand  Master  or  his  representative, 
bv  the   territorial  revenues  and  commercial    after  the  island  shall  be  restored,  as  well  as 
duties  of  the  island.     'Fhere  shall  be  annexed  j  his  successors,  shall  be    obliged  to  take  an 
to  that  langue  specific  dignities,  with  a  pro-  j  oath   punctually  to   observe  the   said  dispo- 
portional  income  and  residence.    'Fhe  Knights  i  sitions,  as  being  the  sli{)ulations  under  which 
of  the  said   langue  shall  not   be  required  to  i  the  isle  of  Maha  has  been  restored   to   the 
produce  anv  other  proof  to  be  admitted  into  i  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  which 
the  Order  than  that  of  actual  nobility.  They  ,  shall  be    preserved   by   the  Order  for  ever, 
shall,  in  other  respects,  be  admissible  to  all  j  XUl.  His    Sicilian  Majesty    shall    furnish    a 
charges,  and  shall  enjoy  all  privileges  as  the  i  force  of  two  thousand  men  for  a  garrison  to 
Knights  of  the  other  langues.     The   muni-  i  the  ilifrVrent  fortifications  of  the  said  islands, 
cipal  employments,  administrative,  and  others,  ;  'Fhat  force  shall  remain  there  one  year  from 
civil  and  judiciary  under  the  government  of  I  the  date  of  the  restitution  of  the  island  to  tf^- 
the  island,  shall  be  held  in  the  proportion  of    Knights.      If,    after    the  exjMration    of  that 
at  least  one  half,  bv  the  native  inhabitants  of  1  term,    in    the    opinion  of  the    guaranteeing 
Malta,  Gozo,  and  C'amino.     V.  'Fhe  forces  I  l*owei-s,  the   Order  shall  not   have   raised  a 
of  his   Britannic  Majesty  shall  evacuate  that  i  number  of  men  sufficient  to  serve  for  a  gar- 
island  and  its  dependencies,  in  three  months  ]  rison  in   the  island  and  its  dependencies, .  in 
after  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged.     x\l  j-the  manner  pr6p.  sed  by  the  (>th  article,  the 
that  time  it  shall  be  restored  to  the  Order  in    Neapolitan  troops  shall  remain  there,  till,  fe- 
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lieved  by  a  sufficient  force,  upon  which  (he 
giiarantecint;  powers  shall  agre«.'.  XIV,  Thc 
ditferent  powers  sjK-cified  in  the  7th  article, 
namely,  (ireat  Britain,  France,  Austria, 
Russia,  Spain,  and  Prussia,  shall  be  invited  to 
accede  to  the  present  arrangement.  Citizen 
Josepti  Honapaitc  reserves  his  answer  till  the 
first  conference.  Cornv.altis,  Buntiparle. 

TROTOCOL. 

Aniicns^  X^thl'cntosc,  An  10,  March  \K  180.?. 
The  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republic 
and  his  Hiilaimic  Majesty  being  met,  Lord 
Cornwallis  dcmnnded  the  insertion  in  the  pro- 
tocol ot  the  following  note,  in  answer  to  that 
which  Citizen  Joseph  l-Jonaparte  has  published 
in  his  note  inserted  in  the  protoctjl  of  the  '^d 
V'entose,  (2 1st  of  February)  relative  to  the 
Ottoman  Porte.  Lord  Cornwallis  has  com- 
municated to  his  (Government,  as  well  as  to 
the  Ambassador  ot  the  Sublime  Porte  at  Paris, 
this  note  of  the  French  Plenipotentiary.  It 
ought  to  be  mentioned  that  the  Ambassador 
has  already  announced  to  hiui  on  the  10th  of 
Ja'Uiary,  that  he  had  received  the  orders  of 
the  Sulilime  Porte  to  repair  to  Amiens  to  treat 
of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  in 
concert  with  the  allies  of  (he  Sublime  Porte; 
and  that  he  had  applied  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Atfai  s  of  France  in  consequence, 
wlio  was  tlien  at  Lvons.  The  same  Amb.s- 
sador,  according  to  thecomnninicalion  under- 
menti')ned,  of  what  had  passed  relative  to 
him  l)etween  the  French  and  Britannic  Pleni- 
potentiaries, has  testified  to  Lord  L'ornwallis, 
of  the  dite  of  the  '27th  of  February,  that 
which  follows:  'J'hat  not  having  received  an 
answer  from  the  Minister  of  i''oreigr\  Affairs 
to  the  first  retjuest  that  he  had  made  to  be 
admitted  to  the  Contiress  of  Amiens,  he  had 
renewed  tiiat  demaml  when  that  Minister  had 
returned  to  Paris.  i'hal  for  the  same  purpose 
he  had  presenled  himself  to  the  First  Consul 
of  the  French  Republic,  who  had  replied, 
that  it  was  not  necessarv  for  him  to  attend  the 
Congress,  and  that  he  might  treat  directly  at 
Paris,  when  an  explanation  had  taken  place 
between  the  French  Republic  and  the  British 
Cabinet,  on  the  subject  of  the  peace  between 
France  and  Portugal,  of  winch  the  case  was 
similar  to  that  which  existed  between  France 
and  the  Sublime  Porte.  'i'hat  having  an- 
swered, that  he  coul  I  do  nothing  without 
communicating  with  the  Allies  of  the  Su!)lime 
Porte,  he  had  insinuated  to  fiim  to  write  on 
this'  subject  to  the  Minister  ot  his  Britannic 
:  Alajesty  at  London. 

j^'  Tiiat  having  consulted  his  instructions,  he 
shad  informed  the  Vrmisterof  Foreign  Affairs, 
-ithai  he  was  not  authorised  to  correspond  with 
:;"the  British  Cabinet,  but  only  to  concert  with 
3Hthe  British  Plenipotentiarv  at  the  Congress  ot 
'■-i^iniens-.    That  he  ha<l  iK)t  yet  rcc4;ived  an 


ultimate  and  categorical  an-^wcr  to    his  de- 
mand on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  loreign 
Relations:  and  that,  tinallv,  he  always  f>er- 
sisted  to  demand    his  admission  to  trie  con- 
gress.    Citizen  Bonaparte  will  easily  perceive 
how  this  declaration  of  the  Ottoman  Aml^as- 
sador  himself  differs  from  that  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  note  inserted  in  the  ProtcKol  of 
the  !2d  \'entose  ['I\^i  of  February.)      It  ap- 
pears from  this,  that  the  Ambassador  has  not 
received  any  other  powers  or  instruciions  than 
those  by   which   he  is  ordered   to  repair  to 
/\ miens,  there  to  treat  of  a  definitive  peace, 
in   concert  with   the   Allies  of  the   Sublime 
Porte.     Lord  Cornwallis  will  take  this  o}»por- 
tunity    of  observing,    upon   vvhat    tlie    first 
Consul  ajiy>ears  to  have  said  fo  the  Ottoman 
Ambassador,  that  he  cannot  discover  in  it  any 
exact  resemblance  in  the  two  cases  betwrf-n 
France    and   Portugal,   and    France   and  the 
Sublime  Porte.     'Fhe  Ex- Ambassador  of  the 
Porte  has  made  a  treatv  with  France  at  Paris, 
posterior  to  the  preliminaries  signed  at  Lon- 
!  don.     'I"he  Sublime  Porte  has  judged  it  pro- 
I  per  to  refuse    to  ratify   the  treaty,    and  to 
I  adhere  to  the  preliminaries:  this  is  what  has 
I  been   communicated   to  the  British  Govern- 
1  ment.      Portugal,  on  the  contrar\,  does  not 
j  appear  to  have  refused  to  ratify  her  separate 
j  treaty  with  France;  this  case,  therefore,  caii- 
i  not  be  considered  as  resembling  that  which 
'  exists  between  the  Sublime  Porte  and  France. 
Fhe    British  (Government    having    seen    the 
'  aforesiid   prolocot   of  the   '2d  \'cntose  (21  si 
i  February)   and   the  answer  of  the  Ottoman 
I  Ambassador  ujion  what  is  there  thrown  out, 
\  has  ordered  Lord  Cornwallis  to  renew  his  dc- 
I  mand  to   the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  F'rench 
Republic,  that  the  Ottoman   Porte   may  be 
,  admitted  as  a  contracting  party,  or  as  an  ac- 
I  ceding  parlv,  to  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 
Lord  Cornwallis  has  therefore  the  honour 
I  to  intreat  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  to  receive, 
I  on  his  part,  the  very    pressing  applications 
which   he  is  charged   to  mak^to  him  in  this 
respect.     Citizen  Joseph    Eona[)arte,   in    his 
I  insisting  upon  his  preceding  declarations,  has 
reserved    to    himself   fo    answer,    at   greater 
length,  in  the  next  conference. 

J.  Bonnpcirte^  Cornixnllix. 

The  official  docuinents  on  the  negotiation 

j  of  Amiens,    give   undeniable  proofs  of  the 

I  great  anxiety  which  the  First  Consul  mani- 

I  tested  In  pressing  it  to  a  conclusion.     To  surr 

I  mount  the  difficulties  which  still  opposed  it, 

he  gave  special  instructions  to  Citizen  Joseph 

I  Bonaparte,  to  afford  the  negotiation  all  the 

accommodations  compatible  with  the  honour 

and  interest  of  France;  confining  himself  in 

other  repects,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  the 

spirit  of  the  preliminaries.     In  consequence 

of  these  directions  the  French  Plenipotenliarf 
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remitted  the  pj-ojet  of  the  <ieatv,  inserted  ir  |  article  of  the  prisoners  the  very  m(^ment  it 
the  protocol  ci  th  Ij.h  Ventose.  In  the  a.aves.  Fie  has  nothing  to  w sit  for  but  this 
conversations  waic  fo;  owed,  between  tht  article;  and  he  has  too  much  cciificlcncc  in 
tM'O  Pie:  ipot^ntJares,  Marquis  Cornwalli-i  the  justice  of  the  French  Government  to 
declared  that  I  e  liad  enforced,  in  his  corres  i  believe,  that  if  his  Coverrnjcnt  corceivts  it 
pondence  with  his  Court,  the  observation  oi  \  s.ill  contrary  to  its  1  onour  to  comply,  in  any 
the  French  Govenii-nen  ,  namelv,  that  the  manner,  witli  the  desires  which  France  ha* 
French  troops  should  remain  at  Otranto  as  expressed  upon  the  oti  er  objects,  of  which 
longas  the  En2,lisii  remained  at  Malta.    Mean- I  lie  j^ave  an  account   yesterday,  that   thst  re- 


whiie,  the  Cabinet  of  London  evinced  some 
repugnance  to  insert  a  clause  wliic  boie  ex- 
pressly upon  the  Court  ot  Niiples;  and  it 
was  altogetner  out  of  respect  to  that  Court, 
and  from  an  entire  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  B'ilish  Government,  that  the  Ca- 
binet of  Pari  desist  d  f:om  the  cL.u^e  it  had 
demanded,  and  which  was  acknowledged  just 


iu!-al  of  his  Government  will  prove  any  ob- 
stacle to  the  concius'on  of  tl  e  peace.  Citi- 
zen Joseph  Hoii;.parte  ma\  be  well  assured, 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  will  pat!al-e  in  all  his 
impatience  to  atceletate  that  epoch,  when  the 
final  adjustment  of  t'lc  matter  shall  only  de- 
pend ii[  on  ti'.e  Pieni)  otenliaries.  CornxL-allis. 
The  answei  s  Ire  m  London,  for  \\  hich  Lord 


by  the  English  Ambassador  himself.  This!  Cornwallis  waited,  so  far  from  expediting  the 
new  proof  of  condescension  and  ot  sincerity,  i  negotiation,  were  c.  Icuiated  only  to  retard  it. 
did  not  prevent  the  negotiation  from  beirg  j  He  himself  was  convinced  oft  e  fact;  and, 
still  protracted  bv  the  delay  of  the  answers  in  a  conference  of  seven  hours,  which  he  had 
which  Marquis  Cornwallis  expected  from  on  , the '27  th  \'entose,  with  Citizen  Joseph  Bo- 
London.  Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  ad-  }  naparte,  who,  having  recapitulated  all  the 
dressed  to  him  a  note  fr  expeeliting  matters;  acconmiodations  and  all  the  sf.ciificv^s  which 
to  which  the  English  Plenipotentiary  replied,  ,  France  had  been  induced  to  o^ier  with  tie 
vithout  expressing  anv  decision  upon  the  i  hope  of  obtaining  a  prompt  and  honourable 
contested  points.  These  two  documents  i  termination  oi  dlherences  between  the  two 
were  in  the  following  term?:  !  nations,  L;  rd  Cornwallis  appeared  to  be  per- 

AmienSy  \9lli  Venio.'ie,  An  10.  Citizen  j  sonally  affected  by  the  delays  wliich  the  nc- 
Jose.'h  Bonaparte  has  received  from  l^aii*;,  |  gotiation  still  experienced,  and  expressed  a 
the  answeis  which  he  could  desire,  upon  the  i  hope  that  1, is  Government  would  desist  from 

changes  which  it  had  propo:cd.  The  mo- 
ment was  decisive.  At  the  conclusion  ot  the 
definitive  treatv  of  peace,  a  circumstance 
took  place  similar  to  tliat  which  had  p  eviously 
occurred  at  the  crnclusirn  of  the  j  relim.inary 
treaty;  namely,  that  at  tie  mouient  of  sign- 
ing England  multiplied  ditf  cuities  and  chica- 
neries, as  if  it  had  never  liad  a  smcere  desire 
to  tenniuate  hostilities,  and  that  souse  after- 
thought had  alwavs  remained  to  delay  that  ge- 
neral re[)Ose,  so  desirable  to  all  r  urope.  Citi- 
zen Joseph  Bonapaitt,  to  point  out,  in  ^  ivid 
terms,  all  tic  contradictions  of  such  a  con- 
duct, in  the  last  note  w  hich  he  sent  on  the  '2.-  th 
Ventose,  resumed  with  as  much  clearness  as 
energy,  the  numlerkss  proofs  w  hich  tie  First 
Consul  had  given  of  fis  uniform  incl  nation 
for  a  speedy  and  favourable  conclusion  of  the 
definitive  treaty. 

.riniens,  2>^ih  Venfost,  /n  10. 
KoTE. — The  underiigned  has  seen,  with 
as  much  pain  as  astonishment,  the  alterations 
made  by  the  British  government  upon  the 
plan  of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  joint  result 
of  the  labour  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  conferences,  and 
solemnly  commimicated  to  the  ministers  of 
Spain,  and  of  th*?  Batavian  Republic,  in  the 
meeting  of  the  22  Ventose.  That  work,  so 
difficult,  was  diawn  up  in  the  confea'nce 
of  'jy  IS'ivose.     In  xVad  ef  the  7  Fluviose, 


articles  which  have  been  the  object  of  the  ' 
last  c.)nferences.  He  believes  t  .e  discussion 
so  cjmplelelv  exhausted,  that  the  period  of 
the  negotiation  cannot  be  much  longer  re- 
tarded. Ue  prays,  ther^h^re,  I  at  Lord  Corn- 
wallis will  liave  the  kineiness  to  declare  the 
moment  when,  having  recei/ed  the  expla- 
nations which  he  still  waited  for  yesteidav, 
tipaii  the  article  ot  the  prisoners  and  others, 
he  will  be  in  condition  to  conclude.  The 
moment  of  the  ejioch  so  much  desired,  will 
no  longer  depend  but  upon  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. Lord  CornwaUis  will,  denibtless,  par- 
take in  the  impatience  of  the  undersigned. 

J .  Hoiiaparte. 
Note  cf  Lord  Cnnnvallis.  Amiens^  Mnrc/i 
11,  1802.  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  place  of  an- 
swering the  whole  subject  of  the  note  which 
Citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte  has  done  him  the 
honour  to  address  to  him,  of  yesterdays  date, 
conceives  that  he  stamps  a  higher  value  upon 
it  by  transmitting  it  immediately  to  his  Go 
vernrnent.  He  has  received  the  most  live-'K 
pleasure  from  learning,  that  that  Minister  be- 
lieves that  the  period  of  the  negotiation  can- 
not be  retarded.  The  desire  of  the  British 
Government  to  see  it  terminated,  cannot  be 
ecualled  but  by  the  personal  M'isl  ^es  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  in  that  respect.  He  will  be  eager, 
thereto  c,  to  communicate  to  Citizen  Jo>e})h 
Bonaparte  the  iuloirnaliou  Wlueh  regards  the 
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the  preamble  and  ten  articles  (arlicles  I.  III. 
VII.  VIII.  IX.  XII.  XIII.  XVI.  XVII.  and 
XXII.)  were  agreed  to.  The  article  regard- 
ing the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  agreed  to  in 
the  conteicnceof  the  8  Piuviose,  at  which  the 
Balavian  niinisler  assisted.  In  that  of  the  15 
Ventose  (March  6\  several  other  articles 
(articles  W.  V.  XlV.  XV.  XVIII.)  were 
draun  up  in  concert.  There  remained  no 
farther  difficuhies  but  upon  parp graph  l'^  of 
article  X.  regarding  Malta  ;  upon  article XiX. 
relati"e  to  t'le  accession  of  the  Ligiirian  Re- 
public; upon  the  separate  article,  relative  to 
the  continuance  of  the  Fienrh  troops  at 
Otranto ;  upon  the  accession  of  the  Ot- 
tonrm  Porte ;  and  upon  article  II.  re- 
parding  Ihe  prisoners.  Lo  d  Coruvvallis  hav- 
ing proposed  the  reducing  to  writing  of  para- 
graph 12,  and  of  some  tner  less  imporian* 
paragraphs  of  the  article  relative  to  Malta, 
that  proposal  was  ad">pted.  llie  article  relative 
to  the  Sublime  Ottoman  Porte  was  also  inserted 
in  the  treaty  tipon  the  same  day,  17  Ventose. 
The  articles  relative  to  crim  nals,  and  to  the 
general  guaranteeing  of  the  stipulations,  were 
adopted  in  the  same  con  ere  nee,  agreeably  to 
the  desire  which  the  British  minister  mani- 
fested in  regard  to  them.  The  irticle  con- 
cerning the  prisoners,  discussed  at  great 
length  during  the  first  days  of  the  negoiia- 
tion,  had  at  length  appeared  to  Lcrd  Com- 
walhs  not  to  present  any  farther  obstacle, 
having  several  times  assured  the  undersigned, 
tliat  he  believ..'d  the  period  of  the  ne^'otiation 
was  arrived,  seeing  there  was  no  more  but 
that  article  to  discuss  of  it.  Lord  Cornwall's 
believing,  as  t  e  utidcrsigned  also  did,  that  mo- 
ment arrived,  was  pleased  to  inform  hin.  that 
he  was  eager  to  demand  of  his  court  the  final 
terms  of  that  article,  t  e  principal  stipulations 
of  which  had  been  already  agreed  io.  In  the 
mean  time,  in  his  answer  to  the  note  of  the 
undersigned,  of  |y  Ventose,  Lord  Ci  rnwallis 
expressed  the  wish,  iltat  ifihc  hi'^lisli  aorcin- 
Vitnt  amctntd  it  .suit  contrary  to  its  honoui  to 
comply,  in  any  mniintr,  ivlth  the  desires  nitic/i 
France  had  expressed  upon  the  other  ohjecls,  of 
XL-hich  he  had  '^iven  any  u-eounU  that  nfasuloj' 
his  goternincnt  ii-oii/d  wu  jtrove  an  oislacle  to 
the  peace.  Those  objects  which  could  stiil 
retard  the  conclusion  w  ere  now  reduced  to  tiic 
artice  of  the  accession  ot  the  Ligurian  Re- 
i.public,  and  to  the  continuing  of  the  French 
..troops  at  Otranto.  The  undersigned  was 
-  ^fortunate  enough  to  be  authorized  to  an- 
v^nounce,  upon  the  20th,  to  Lord  Cornwallis, 
•:that  these  last  obstacles  were  removed  by  tiie 
vCondescension  of  his  government,  whicii 
'.^consented  to  the  admission  of  the  article  re- 
Cigarding  the  evacuations  without  restriction^ 
:f^■and  to  the  adnai^sion  of  that  article  relative  to 
■M(Vi    Laguriau  ^iie^ublic.    The  moment  so 


much  desired,  was  at  length  arrived.  It  was 
agreed  that,  upon  the  ^'^d,  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries o.  the  four  contracting  powers  should 
meet  to  adjust  several  articles  of  detail,  such 
as  the  language  in  which  the  treaty  should  be 
reduced  to  writing,  the  titles,  .<^c.  That 
meeting  took  place  at  the  house  of  the  Bata- 
vian  minister.  The  English  and  Spanish  mi- 
nisters having  desired  an  alteration  as  to  ar- 
tic.e  VI.  regarding  tlK*  Ca^x;  of  Go  d  Hope, 
it  was  adopted  after  some  trifing  discussions. 
I  <ord  Cornwallis  was  pleased  to  ex(;rcss  to  the 
undersigned,  how  much  1  e  was  si  nick,  with 
the  faciUty  with  which  the  Balavian  r.,in;sler 
h.;d  given  up  the  article  w  ich  had  beer  pre- 
viously sul)scribed,  anu  wi:h  the  conciliating 
manner  in  which  M.  Ic  Chcvuler  D'Azara 
had  relinquished  liie  dfsire  which  he  had  al- 
ways expressed,  of  h.  viug  the  treaty  reduced 
into  the  Sjanish  langu.  ge,  in  order  to  avoid 
(he  delay  which  thedisp;Uchinga  new  courier 
would  occasion.  Article  V.  was  of-new  dis- 
cussed betv  een  the  English  and  fJatavian 
ministers,  and  it  Avas  agreed  that  there  should 
be  added,  for  the  greater  precaution,  to  the 
words  already  agreed  upon,  *'  and  to  its  East 
India  Com]^any."  A  separate  article,  con- 
taining some  rese.vat  ons  as  to  the  ian^ues^ 
was  also  agreed  uj.on  Lord  Cornwallis 
having  expressed,  in  tlis  same  conference,  to 
the  undersigned,  that  he  w:.s  pariicuiarlv  de- 
sirous, that  in  article  XIX.  t!ie  Ottoman  Porte 
should  be  described  as  the  ally  of  his  Britan- 
I'.ic  Majesty,  the  undersigned  readily  assen.ted 
to  it.  These  corrections  were  made  upon  ti  e 
ditTerent  original  minutes  by  the  secretaries  of 
legation;  and  it  was  at  the  same  time  agreed, 
that  the  secretary  to  the  J'rench  legal, on 
should  undertake  to  have  copies,  conforma- 
bly to  thie  alterations  then  made,  prepared 
for  the  ministers  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Bata- 
vian  Repuhhc.  The  article  concerning  the 
prisoners  alone,  of  which  the  British  ministry 
had  reserved  ti-e  tinal  wording,  was  still  not 
hterally  adjusted.  Marquis  CornwaUis  waited 
for  it  with  the  greatest  impatience  :  all  (he 
plenipotentiaries,  particularly  the  undersign- 
ed, fully  participated  in  the  confidence  ex- 
pressed by  him  ;  but,  yesterday,  in  place  of 
a  simple  article  drawn  up  in  a  sj^irit  of  con- 
ciliation, agreeably  to  the  preliminaries,  and 
to  the  promises  of  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiary, the  undersigned  received  a  projety 
which  does  away  several  important  articles, 
puts  back  the  negotiation,  endangers  its  fate, 
even  at  a  period  when  it  appeared  happily  ar- 
rived at  its  termination;  at  the  same  time, 
too,  is  an  order  to  arm  in  their  ports,  given 
by  the  British  goverhment.  To  appreciate 
every  exdaordinary  circumstance  which  tl  is 
cli3n_:;e  presents,  it  is  sufficient  to  compare 
the  definidv^e  ternis  of  tiie  treaty,  such  as 


!8993 


FRExVCH  OFMCIAL  PAPERS  ok  the 


[1900 


bare  been  adopted  by  the  four  plcnipoten- 
tiarjcs,  with  the  neu-  plau  which  has  ?  een 
communicaJcd  to  hirn  bv  LordCoriiwallis,  and 
of  uhidi  he  has  sent  liim  a  copy  upon  the 
Iw  th  current.  'I'he  \inders.igned  wishes  still 
to  believe  that  the  efforts  ot  ttie  plenipolen 
tiary  cannot  have  bccMi  made  in  vain ;  that  Lord 
CornwalUs  will  experience  from  his  govern- 
ment the  same  confidence  which  the  under- 
signed has  had  the  ha[){)iness  to  Jns[)i4e  iiito 
his,  and  which  he  has  employed  to  bring 
matters  to  such  a  point,  tliat  it  was  irnpf;s- 
sible  foi'  any  wi^e  and  moderate  man  not  to 
regard  the  work  of  pacification  as  accomplish- 
ed. It  is,  above  all,  in  the^^e  circt;mstauces, 
that  the  undersigned  is  desirous  of  aullien- 
tically  renewing  to  Lord  C'ornwaUis,  the 
homage  and  profo\ind  esteem  with  which 
his  sentiments  and  his  character  inspire 
him  :  he  begs  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  ac- 
cept of  his  high  consideration. 

J.  TUmaparte. 
'  Art.  I.  There  shall  be  peace,  friendship, 
and  good  understanding,  between  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
(ircat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  Sublime 
Ottoman  Porle,  their  lieirs  and  successors. 
Olmrcdtion.  \n  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
drawn  up  with  the  concurrence  of  the  pleni- 
potentiaries, only  iow  ]>o\vers  were  enume- 
raitcd  ;  namely,  ]■' ranee,  t'ngland,  Spain,  and 
Ihjiland  :  in  ll.e  new  jtrojct,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Sublime  Foite  is  introduced  as  if  that 
governnient  had  been  mentioned  in  the  act. 
JL  All  the  prisoners  made  on  either  side,  by 
sea  or  land,  and  the  hostages  carried  awaj 
and  given  during  the  war,  and  to  this  day, 
shall  be  restored,  withoirt  ransom,  in  six 
Weeks  at  latest,  reckoning  fnmi  liie  dav  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  pre- 
sent treaty ;  and  on  paving  the  debts  which 
they  may  have  contmcled  during  their  cap- 
tivity. Each  contracting  party,  to  whom 
prisoners  have  been  restored,  or  may  be  re- 
Stored,  shall  respectively  pay  the  advances 
which  have  been  made  by  any  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  for  the  Subsistence  and  main- 
tenance of  t:  ose  prisoners  in  the  countries  in 
which  they  have  been  detained,  conformable 
to  the  receipts,  proved  accounts,  and  other 
autlienlic  documents,  which  shall  be  fur- 
n'shed  by  both  parties.  Commissioners  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  contracting  parties  to  re- 
gulate and  adjust  the  claims  and  demands  of 
each,  as  well  as  the  amount  due  on  the  said 
credits.  Ohscnatiiyn.  'I'he  part  of  article  2d, 
which  relates  to  the  compensations  for  the 
maintenance  of  prisoners,  ought  to  have  been 
drawn  up  either  according  to  the  prelimi- 
naries, or  according  to  the  repeated  promises 
of  the  English  plenipotentiary  ;  but  the  new 
aiiiclc  is  .drawn  up  upon  an  opposite,  or,  at 


least,  a  verv  ditferent  principle.  Ill,  Con- 
formable. IV'.  Conformaf)le.  V.  TIm?  Ba- 
tai'ian  Republic  cedes  and  guarantees,  in  full 
pi'opertv  and  sovereignty  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, all  the  possessions  aixl  establishments 
in  the  island  of  Cevlon  which  did  belonar  to 
the  republic  of  the  United  I'rovincer,  or  to  ifs 
East  India  Company.  Clservntiou.  Inart.5,  it 
is  endeavoured  to  change  the  dcnondnation  of 
the  Batavian  Republic,  into  thai  of  the  Re- 
public (^f  the  Intlcd  I  rovimcs.  VI.  The  Cape 
of  Good  Iloi)e  is  restored  in  full  !-overeigntv 
to  the  Balavian  Republic.  Its  p<;rts  shall  be 
open  for  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  whose  subjects  and  citizens 
shall,  with  respect  to  llie  payment  of  duties, 
be  placed  on  the  same  looting  as  the  citizens 
of  the  Batavian  Republic.  Ohscrvotion.  This 
article  does  iudeed  grant  to  France  and  Eng- 
land the  greate'-t  advantages  in  the'  ports  of 
the  Ca]K- (<f  (iood  Hope.  But  the  French 
minister  considers  it  his  duty  to  observe,  that 
article  six  of  the  projct,  generally  adopted, 
was  agreed  u})on  bv  the  pletiipotentiaries,  and 
inserted  in  the  I  rotovot.  \'\\.  Conlormable. 
Vlff.  It  seems  just  that  the  paragraph  added 
to  this  article  should  be  omitted,  as  his  Bri- 
taimic  Majesty  is  not  directly  a  party  to  the 
exception  in  tpicMiion  :  but  if  the  paragraph 
be  preserved,  it  \\\\\  be  necessary  to  add  an- 
other, affirming  the  integrity  of  J'ortugal  in 
other  res|iects.  (ihsaxiti/on.  It  has  been  re- 
cognized that  it  is  indispensable  to  declare  ihe 
preservation  of  the  integtity  of  the  Portu- 
guese possessions  ;  but  w  ith  the  reduction 
resulting  from  the  cession  of  Olivenza  to 
Spain,  which  could  i-.ot  be  more  proj)erlv 
expressed  than  in  article  eight,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  change.  iX.  Conformable.  X. 
Words  to  be  sub-titutcd  in  paragraph  first, 
instead  of  those  wiiich  iollow: — Prkviovs- 
LY.  From  the  exchange  of  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace,  it  is  expected  il  at  the  elec- 
tion should  be  made  conform-able  to  the  sta- 
tutes and  fonus  established  for  regulating  the 
election  of  a  (irand  Master.  '{'■  e  oifice  of 
Cirand  Muster  of  the  Order  is  considered  bv 
the  contracting  parties  as  having  Ixx^nacant  at 
the  time  the  preliminary  articles  were  signed. 
To  insert  in  paragraph  three  these  words, 
"  t.xi.siinir  \t,li/l/ii/.''  To  insert  in  paragrap,h 
nine,  the  following  words :  "  'l"he  system  of 
perpetual  hostility,  which  has  so  long  s\]h- 
sisted  between  those  powers  and  the  Order 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  shall  be  terminated." 
To  insert  at  the  end  of  paragraph  eleven, 
the  following  words  :  "  Shall  be  held  to  make 
oath  to  ob5:ervc  puncfimlly  the  said  regula- 
tions, they  being  the  slij)ulalions  under  which 
tne  island  of  Malta  is  to  be  restored  to  the 
Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  which 
siiaii  for  ever  bt;  observed'  by  tht;.  Order." 
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Olis^Tution.  This  atUiidon  cojitains  a  siiptT- 
jRuous  stipulation,  relative  to  tlie  noii-rontinu- 
ancc   of   the  former  Cirand   Master.       I'lie 
change  proposed  in  the  ninth  paragraph,  ren- 
ders   the    concurrenre    oi    the    contraclinjr 
powers,  relative  to  the  cessation  of  Iioslihlies 
by  the  Barbary  states,  only  applicable  to  the 
hoslihties  which  these  states  carry  on  agaitist 
the  Order  of  Malta.     This,  thovioli  inhnitelv 
less  advantageous  to  the  j^eneral  good,  is  still 
honourable,  but  very  ditticult  of  execution  ; 
lor,  eitiicr  the  powers  which  have  iangues  in 
Malta,  and  remain   in  war  with  the  iJarbary 
states,  must  abstain  from  the  advantages  they 
would  obtain  bv  being  admitted  into  the  ports 
of  that  island,  or  the   Barbary  powers  them- 
selves must  renounce  those  advantages.     The 
addition  proposed  to  paragraph  eleven,  is  onlv 
a  repetition  of  that  which  is  stipulated  by  the 
»ame  paragraph,  and   which  is  also  Ikerallv 
expressed    in    the     first    paragraph.       The 
changes  suggested  to  be  made  in  the  twelfth 
paragraph,  depart  from  the  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence and  impartiality,  according  to  which 
it  was  pretended   tl;e   new   organization    of 
Malta  was  to  be  regulated ;  since,  according 
to  that  change,  the  king  of  Naples  ma\  send 
a  garrison  to  Malta,  consisting  of  manv  liable 
to  be  greatly  prejudiced.     In  the   course  of 
the  negotiation,  Nci^politan  troops  have  al- I 
ways  been  meatiotied ;  but  Swiss  troops  in 
the  service  of  Naples  are  not  Neapolitans,  i 
XI.  Gonformable,     XII.  To  add  to  this  ar- , 
tide  after  the  words,  ''-bvthis  present  trca- i 
t\ ,"  the  following  words :  "  LJxccpt  in  the  i 
case  in  which  it  is  exprcsslv  olherwise  dis- 
posedof."    XIII.  XIV.  X  V.and  XV  III.  Some 
words  which  differ  in   the  translation,  of  no 
importance.      XVT.  Conformable.      XVIII. 
All  the  property  v/hich  belonged  to  the  Prince 
tlescribed  bv  his  Hritannic  Maje,sty  as  Prince 
of  Orange,  and  by  the  French  Republic  as 
i'rince  of  Nassau,  in  the  month  of  December, 
17.94-,  and  which  has  been  sequestered  since 
that  period,  shall  be  restored  to  him.     XIX. 
The  Sublime  Ottoinaii  Porte  shall  be  invited 
by  tlje  contracting  parlies  to  accede  to  the 
present  delinitive  treaty  of  peace,    on   the 
tern^s  and  conditions  therein   sjx'cified,  and 
to  transmit  the  r.ititiratioiis  at  the  end  of  three 
aiontlis,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

Jixsx'jjh  Bomipurtc. 
Six  days  after  the  deUvery  of  this  note,  the 
treaty  was  signed  ;  and  the  same  hand  uhich 
regulated  the  atfairsof  tlw  continent  with  so 
much  glory  and  success  at  Luneville,  con- 
■*un>mated,  at  Amiens,  the  maritime  peace. 
'  .  l^lJei'f;  folloivs  the  dt^tinittix  tixdty,  Jby.i/uch 
i K  ■.  see  ■  Cohbelt's  Auniud  iiegistcr^  lot.  1. 
'     •   pftqc  '>2I.] 

.   -Thus  was  the  treaty  of  Amiens  concluded  : 
the  ratifications  w.«re  e«chaiigod,  and  there 


was,  on  the  part  of  Fr?.nrp,  no  delay  in  th« 
punctual  execution  ot  all  the  articles.  Iii 
three  months,  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  Ta- 
renlum,  and  the  Papal  Slates,  were  evalu- 
ated. Bot  1  nations  began  to  taste  the  friiils 
ol  the  pe;-.ce.  Hut  the  war-!a>  tion  of  Lon- 
don sulfered  no  opjiorlunilv  in  pariiamcnt  to 
escape  them  of  provoking  hostilities ;  ?.nd 
even  from  th<-  language  of  the  ministry  during 
the  discussions,  it  appcjred  that  tb.ey  oniy 
waited  for  intelligence  from  the  continent, 
in  order  to  violate  the  peace.  A  number  of 
execrable  men,  who  had  survived  our  intes- 
tine revolutions,  and  whom  the  f'.nolish  go* 
vermnent  had  employed  during  the  war, 
were  still  j)ensioned,  and  were  now  medi- 
tating assassinations  in  Jersey  and  London,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  were  publishing,  ia 
periodical  papers  in  the  French  language, 
every  thing  v.'bich  could  excite  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  re|nibiic.  Some  priests,  unworthy 
of  that  sacred  character,  rebels  against  the 
authority  of  the  Pope,  and  the  disgrace  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  continwed  to  held 
meetings  in  Loudon,  where  they  fabricated 
/ittindutu,  and  used  every  means  in  their 
j)ower  to  promote  trouble  and  disorder  in  the 
interior  of  France.  After  the  English  go- 
vernment had  frequently  promised  Lo  put  a 
period  to  such  offensive  abuse,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic,  linding  that  all  those 
promises  were  ineffectual,  thought  proper  to 
present  an  official  note  on  the  subject,  to 
ascertain  at  least  the  intentions  and  the  ob- 
ject of  the  British  cabinet,  and  to  propose 
that  whatever  should  be  prohihi  ed  in  France, 
with  respect  to  the  reciprocal  interests  of  the 
two  countries,  sliould  also  be  prohibited  in 
Kngland.  This  note,  which  was  delivered 
by  Citizen  Otto,  was  conceived  ia  these 
terms  : — 
!       [Hcrefollrnv^  n  nntc  from  M.  Otto  to  Lord 

Jhrjsktshiny^  d/ttrd  London,  Ain^ust  17, 
I  1S()2.     See  Ao.  I'J  of  the  papas  on  the 

7itgot}a/ion^    laid    before    Parlinmerit  on 

the  1  hill  of  May,    i  S(J:3,  at  pr/ge  ]  Oi)3  of 

this  voliane.] 
j      This  note    remained  without  any  official 
'  answer;  the  British  ministry  contenting  them- 
I  selves  with  staling,  that  they  would  cause  sa- 
tisfactory explanations  to  be  made  at  Paris ; 
'  but  though  this  was  promised,  nothing  uas  per- 
formed.    The  periodical  papers  in  the  French 
language    were    encouraged  and   circulated 
I  witTi  additional  profusion  ;  and  the    plots  and 
j  intrigues  continued.     Persuaded,  al  last,  that 
this  proceeded,  not  from  inattention,  but  from 
design,  on  the  part  of  the  British  government, 
I  the  French  government  sacrificed,  to  its  love 
{  of.  peace,  the  resentment  which  tliese  wretch- 
!  ed  libels   occasioned,  and  no  farther  notice 
I  wailaken  of  th.>m.    ^Accordingly,  fro!K  the 
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month  of  Thrrmldor,  year  10,  there  was 
not,  in  the  intercoiirst;  between  the  two  go- 
vernments, any  nuitual  complaint,  or  any 
exchange  of  oflicial  documents.  England, 
however,  did  not  evaruate  Egypt,  though 
the  period  fixed  for  that  evacuation  had  ex- 
pired several  months  ;  and  the  arrangements 
made  at  Malta  indicated  an  intention  of  kecjv 
iug  her  troops  thtre.  Some  conversations 
took  place,  both  at  Paris  and  London,  be- 
tween the  ambassadors  and  the  ministers  of 
both  coimtries.  England,  at  first,  declared 
that  she  waited  for  the  gijarantee  of  the  pow- 
ers mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  Amie»is ;  and, 
afterwards,  that  she  waited  for  the  election 
of  a  Grand  Master.  The  guarantees  were 
given;  tlic  Grand  Masl«rwas  appomted;  all 
obstacles  were  removed ;  it  was  even  4hoiight 
that  some  transports  which  passed  through 
the  straits  of  Gibraltar  had  been  sent  to  bring 
away  the  English  troops;  and  that  Malta  was 
about  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Neapolitan 
garrison;  but,  without  any  explanation,  witli- 
out  any  previous  note,  the  King  of  England 
sent  to  his  parliament  a  message,  which  was 
conceived  in  the  following  terms : 

^Here  follows  his   Mnjcati/s  Message  com- 
municated to  botli  Ilouats  of  Piirlidvitnt  on 
tlie  fit  It  of  March  1803.     Hee  FnrU(wicn- 
taiy  Minutes,  of  poire  -l-OS  of  this  vohoiie.] 
The  Ambassador  of  the  R<.i)ublic  at  Lon- 
don, finding  that  the  Bntish  Government  had 
made  false  assertions  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
citing a  clamour  lor  war,  and  that  they  spoke 
of  negotiations  which  did  not  exist;  saw  that 
this  conduct  could  only  proceed  from  a  deter- 
mination to  violate  the  (reatyof  Amiens,  and 
compel  the  Republic  to  accede  to  dishonour- 
able siipulations.       He  therefore  thought  it 
his  duty  to  enter  irito  some  ex[)lanation,  and 
presented  the  follouing  note: 

[^Ilere  foHoivs  u  note  from  Gtn.  Andrcossi  to 

Lord  Ihavkeshurij,  dated  i'ortland  Placcy 

March    10,    iSO.'i.     See  No.    41    of  the 

Papers  on   tiie  Xeirotintion,    laid  before 

tarliumcnt  on  the  i?,th  of  May^  at  page 

10+2   of  this  volume.] 

It  was  not  until  the  'Jl-th  of  Vcntose  (March 

15,)  seven  days  after  the  message  had   been 

sent  to  Parliament,    that  Lord   Hawkesbury 

transmitted  the  answer  of  his  Cabinet:  which 

was  in  the  following  terms: 

lllere  follov:s  a  note  from  Lord  ITaxi'keshuri/ 
to  Gen.  Andreossi,  dated  Dozinir^g-strecc^ 
March  ]5th.     Ses  A'o.  45,  of  tlie  papers 
laid  before  Parliament  on  the  1  ith  of  May, 
at  pa,ge  101-7  of  this  volume] 
The  complaints  and  explanations  contained 
in  this  note  should  have  been  made  long  be- 
fore the  mes^ajre  was  sent  to  parliament.   ']"he 
moment  when  llie  three    months  fixed  for 
the  evacuation  of  Malta  were  about  to  ex- 


pire, M-as  the  time  for  stating  the  grounds  on 
which  the  evacuation  ought  to  be  refused  or 
delayed.  Some  discussions  would  then  have 
arisen  between  the  two  Governments;  and, 
however  legitimate  the  pretens'ons  of  Eng- 
land might  have  been,  she  certainly  oMght  to 
have  employed  the  means  of  negotiation  be- 
fore she  appealed  to  nrms.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Britisli  Government  began  with  warUke 
projects  and  preparations;  and  then  slated, 
for  the  first  time,  the  complaints  which  were 
the  motives  of  its  determinations.  The  sin- 
gularity of  this  conduct,  and  the  suspicions 
"which  it  justly  excited,  did  not  prever.t  the 
First  Consul  from  replying  to  the  note  of 
the  British  Cabinet.  This  answer  was  deli- 
vered bv  General  Andreossy,  and  was  con- 
ceived in  the  following  terms: 

lllerefolloiis  a  raiie  jrom  Caierul  Jndreossi 
to  Loi'd  J/a'jjkeshiny,  dated  Lo»don,  1th 
Germinal,  ^n\\.  See  the Jrst  inclosure 
in  Ad.  '1;>,  of  the  papers  pre-ented  on  the 
1  Hlh  of  May,  at  page  1053  of  this  volume. 

Particular  circumstances  occasioned  new 
solicitudes.  English  cruizers  appeared  on  the 
coasts  of  Holland;  and  the  French  Minister 
for  foreign  atfairs  addressed  the  following  note 
on  the  subject  to  the  English  Ambassador: 
Paris,    Ith  Germinal,    Year   11. 

The  undersigned  minister  for  foi-cign  affairs 
is  charged  to  demand  of  the  Enghsh  Ambassa- 
dor a  categorical  explanation  respecting  the  vi- 
olation of  the  French  territory,  which  has  taken 
place  by  the  landing  of  24-  brigands  between 
Ostcnd  and  Dunkirk,  who  were  thrown  on  the 
coast  by  vessels  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jeslv.  Information  has  farther  been  received, 
that  one  of  his  Majesty's  brigs  alsi>  anchored  in 
the  road  of  Ostend;  and  that  this  brig  com- 
pelled a  Frencii  boat  to  carry  on  shore  six- 
teen foreigners,  who  have  served  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Bntish  army.  It  is  asked  with 
astonishment,  who  could  thus  dare  to  violate 
the  territory  of  France,  and  throw  on  her 
coasts  the  profligate  of  every  country?  Se- 
veral English  frigates  have  appeared  before 
Helvoetsluys,  to  cruise  belore  the  road  ;  and 
the  captains  have  declared  to  all  the  Dutch 
boats  with  which  they  have  spoken,  that  they 
are  directed  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  French 
vessels.  The  London  papers  have  published 
a  pretended  letter  from  the  First  Consul  to 
the  King  of  England,  and  also  an  account  of 
the  wreck  of  several  vessels  loaden  with 
100,000  Inland  of  arms,  for  Ireland,  with  the 
colours  of  the  United  Irish  onboard.  All 
these  clamours  seem  to  have  evidently  for 
their  olijctt  to  irritate  the  French  nation,  and 
to  lay  her  under  the  obligation  of  repelling 
force  by  force.  This  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government  is  not  worthy  ^of 
its  power,  if  his  Britannic  Majesty  wishta, 
1 
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jTi  facf,  to  dechre  "war,  he  oiie,lif  to  do  it  ;  moans  in  ihcir  power,  to  Inform  themselves 
frankly  and  o])enlV;  but  while  war  is  notde-  '  of  thtr  cir-cumslances  to  which  such  an  inier- 
clared,  he  ought  not  to  permit  violations  of'  prelalion  luw  Ixvn  giv.en;  and,  in  order  tofa- 
lenitorv  and  of  Hag.  'J  he  conduct  of  the  i  cililale  these  inquiries,  the  undersigned  re- 
Hrst  Consul,  during  the  fortnighjt  in  which  !  quests  That  i\l.  Talleyrand  will  have  the  goud- 
he  has  received  eveW  kind  pf  provocation,  I  ness  to  communicate  to  liinj  the  particulars 
has  been  full  of  candour  and  good  faith,  and  I  which  have  reached  tlie  ivrcnch  (iovcrnnic/;t 
extreme  moderation;  butthey  will  be  strangely  j  upon  tliis  subvert.  As  to  the  Knglish  fVigales 
deceived,  who  supi)ose  that  this  moderation  '  which  are  svipposed  to  he  cruiiiiig  before  the 

]K)rts  (jif  the  l?atav'ian  Republic,  his  Jdritannic 
Aiajtriity  docs  not  conceal  that  there  are' seve- 
ral ship«j  qf  «'ar  Ja   the  seas  adjoining   those 
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been  concluded  between  the  f'nglish  and 
Dutch  troops:  whence  it  resulted,  that  the 
latter  were  only  tolerated  at  the  C-ape,  while 
the  English  troops  preserved  the  possession  of 
it.  The  MinivlcT-for  foreign  aifairs  addressed 
the  following  note  upon  this  subject,  to  l^ord 
Whitworth :  ■ 

Paris,  9tli  Girmiiutl,   Ycdr  \  I . 

The  newspapers  h?cve  ']\isi  published  a  pre- 
tended capitulafion  between  the  J'^nglish  and 
l^utch  troops;  whence  it  would  result,  that 
tne  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  I'^nglisli.  Though  the  First 
Consul  has  not  beesa  able  to  give  any  credit 
to  the  news  of'  so  extraordinary  a  viulation  'of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  rejjorts  which  are 
circulated  on  this  subject  are  so  strongly  accre- 
dited, particularly  in  London,  and  the  details 
of  the  capitulation  are  so  explicit,  tiial  the 
undersigned  is  charged  to  demand  from  the 
^Vmbass.idor  of  J<',ngland  such  explanations  as 
may  dissipate  every  doubt  or*  so  serious  a 
fact.  The  imdersigned  entreats  the  Ambas- 
sador of  England  to  accept  the  assurance  of 
his  high  consideration. 

Ch.  Muu.  lu/lei/raud. 

The  answers  of  the  Enghsh  vXmbassador, 
dated  the  !.Oth  and  ITtli  <Terminal,  relative 
to  the  ciuizers,  and  the  non-evacuation  ot  ti'iC 
Cape,  are  thus  expressed  : 

Paris,  April  r>Ut,    ISO.'J. 

The  undersigned  Ambassador  E.xtraordi- 
narv  and  Plenipotentiarv  of  his  Britannic 
Jvfaiestv,  having  transmitted  to  his  Court  the 
copy  o{  the  note  communicated  to  him  the 
2.5th  of  the  last  month  by  M.  de  Talleyrand, 
Minister  for  foreign  affairs,  has  it  in  charge 
to  communicate  to  his  Excellency,  that  the 
British  Government  has  no  knowledge  of  the 
facts  which  are  therein  represented  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  territory  of  France.  'J"he  Ali-  j 
nistcrs  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  have  never- 
theless thought  it  their  duty  to  ulie  all  (he 

Vol.  lii.        K    ;.......-  -.1,.  „^     ,     •■     .  . 


can  be  carried  so  far  as  to   view 
v-iolations  of  territory  or  flag. 

Ch.  Muri.  TdlUyrnnd, 
A  new  circumstance  60on  demanded  a  new  I  poiss;  but  if  the  otHcers  who  connnand  them 
remonstrance.  It  was  known  that  the  first  have  mad^  anv  movements,  or  held  any  Ian- 
orders  which  were  transmitted  for  the  evacu-  j  guage.  which  can  b^r  regarded  as  hostile,  their 
ation  of  the  Cape,  had  been  revoked;  that  j  conduct,  in  that  respect,  has  been  directly 
tile  evacuation  had  not  taken  plaee;  and  that,  j  opposite  to  their  inslructions.  The  King 
in  a  state  of  perfect  pea-ce,  a  capit,ulation  had  I  felies  wilh-cntiie-coniidwnce  in  the  assurances 

given  him  by  the  French  (Jovernment,  that 
the  troops  destinei^  for  Louisiana  will  not  sail 
m.  the  j^resent  circumstances.  The  under- 
signed can  only  repeat,  what  he  has  ofteri 
declareil  to  M.  de  Tai  icy  rand,  oii  the  subject 
of  the  article^  which  have  appeared  in  t!ie 
Englihh  journals;  that  is, '  that 'the  British  Mi- 
nisirv  cannot  be  responsible,  except  for  what 
appears  in  the  paper  which  is  published  b)- their 
autlioi-itv,  under  Ih.e  tille  of  the  London  Ga- 
zette. The  undersigned  refers  to  the  modera- 
liorj  acnd  the  candour  which  have  distinguished 
the  conduct  o^'the  Olii.^hG'overmnc'nt  dm-ing 
the  com-se  of  the  present  discussions,  to  prove 
with  what  sincerity  it  desires  to  avoid  every 
thing  that  might  give  rise  to  aiiinKisitv  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  The  undersigned 
enhvMts  M.  (le'i'alleyrand  to  a^•cept  the  as- 
surance of  his  high  consideration. 

ll'iruworlh. 
Pfiris,  Aprill,  iso.'j. 
The  undersigned  /Xmbassador  Extraordi- 
nary and  Wienip.otentiary  of  liis  Britannic 
Maies(\-,  is  charged  by  his  Court  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  French  Government,  in  answer 
(o  the  note  which  M.  de  Talleyrand,  Minister 
for  foreign  aflairs,  addressed  to  him  on  the 
subject  oi  the  occupation  of  the  Cape  of 
(jood  Hope  by  the  British  troojis,  that  or- 
ders were  dispatched  on  the  'JOth  November 
last,  to  cause  that  colony  to  be  evacuated 
forthwith  bv  his  xMajesty's  forces;  and  conse- 
quendv  that' there  is  no  doubt  that  that  eslab- 
Hshment  is  already  restored  to  the  Balaviaii 
Republic,  'i'he  undersigned  entreats  his  \i\~ 
cellency  AL  de  'I'alley  rand  to  accept  the  assur  ■ 
ance  of  his  high  consideration.  \Vlui.v:orth. 
The  answer  of  Lord  IJawkesbury  to  the 
note  of  the  7th  Germinal  was  received  at 
the  same  time,  andVni  the  same  day -the  Bri- 
tish Ambassador  transmitted  the  subjoined 
note.  These  (wo  papers  were  conceived  ia 
the  following  terms: 
..*  xVl  m  lu  .  .,.  .        .  -    .      ;., 
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-    [For  the  first  nf  thesCy  see  a  note  from  Lord 
Havjicesbui'i/  to  Gtnerul  Andreossi,    dated 
DQivniiig-street,    April  3,     ISO.'?,    iiluch 
note  is  the  second  inclosure  in  No.  49  of 
the  papers  laid  before  Parliament  on  the 
18th  of  Mai/.      See  page  1057,  of  this 
volinne.^ 
...    [For  the  second  y  see  anotefrom  Lord  JVhit- 
ivorth  to  M.  Tullei/rand,    which  xvas  en- 
closed in  No.  52  qf  the  papers  presented 
on  the  1 8/«  of  iMaj/^  and  which  maij  be 
found  at pa^re  iOol  of  this  volume.'] 
After  the  delivery  of  these  notes,  a  long 
conference  took  place,  on  the  18fh  of  Ger- 
mhifil,    between   the    Minister    for   foreign 
aiTairs  ai-jd  the  Englisii  Ambassador ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  Lord  Whitworth  agreed 
to  write  the  following  letter  to  his  Govern- 
ment : 

[^Fhis  letter  is  the  inclosure  referred  to^  in 
No.  53    of  the  papers  presented   on   the 
1 S/A  of  May,  and  may  be  found  at  page 
1063  of  thin  volume.] 
The  English  Ambassador  received  instruc- 
tions frorp  his  Court  in   answer  to  this  dis- 
patch, in  consequence  of  which,  be  sent  tlie 
following  note,  without  signature  or  date,  on 
the  27th  Germinal. 

[77t/s  note  is  the  inclosure  referred  to  vi  No. 
58  of  the  papers  presented  on  the  l&th  of 


reduce  to  writing,  and  sign  those  propositioiis 
which  contained  the  final  decision  of  his 
court.  Eord  Whitworth  refused ;  allcdging 
that  his  instructions  did  not  permit  him  to 
comply  with  this  request.  A  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding so  totally  new,  as  the  exhibition  of 
a  verbal  uhiinn-tu'n,  when  the  rupture  of  a 
foiTnal  treaty  was  in  question,  excited  the 
greatest  surprise  :  and  it  was  for  some  days 
expected  that  the  EngUsh  ambassador  would 
at  last  consent  to  present  his  propositions  iii 
writing:  but  the  French  minister  applied  to  him 
in  vain  to  do  so ;  and  no  solicitation  could  m-, 
duce  him  to  depart  from  a  course  which  he 
considered  to  be  irrevocably  traced  out  for 
him.  The  First  Consul  still  persisted  in  giv- 
ing a  new  testimony  of  the  uniformity  of  his 
desire  for  peace ;  and,  after  some  days  spent 
in  fruitless  expectation,  he  ordered  that  the 
verbal  propositions  of  Lord  Whitworth  should 
be  replied  to,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they 
had  been  regularly  made  under  the  official 
signature  of  (he  ambassador.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  answer  ; — - 

[See  the  first  inclosure,  referred  to,  in  No.  6(> 
of  the  papers  presented  on  the  1 8//(  qfMay^ 
at  page  107  8  of  this  volume,'] 

W^hen    the   preceding   note  was   on    the 

point  of  being  transmitted  to  the  English  arq-^ 

the  minister  received  an  official  de- 


bassador, 

May;  and  may  be  f  jund  at  page  10C)8  of',  mand  from  him  for  passports  to  leave  France. 

this  volume.]  |  He,  therefore,   accompanied  the  note  with 

This  proposition  was  preceded  by  an  over-  |  a  letter,  in  which  he  expressed  his  hopes 
tnre,  still  more  unreasonable,  which  re-  ;  that  the  communication  miglit  prove  of  such 
quired  that  Malta  should  he  ceded  in  full  sp-  a  nature  as  to  change  the  ambassador's  reso- 
vereignty,  and  in  perj^etuity,  to  the  British  I  lution.  His  resohilion,  however,  remained 
government.  But  neither  the  first  nor  the  \  unchanged ;  and  he  persisted  in  his  demand 
second  of  these  propositions  could  be  made  |  for  passports  by  the  following  note,  in  answcir 
the   subject    of  serious   discussion,    because  \  to  that  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him. 


they  were  both  in  complete  contradiction  to 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  consequently  to 
the  basis  of  the  negotiation  proposed  by 
France,  an4  on  which  Lord  Whitworth, 
himself,  founded  the  discussion,  by  the  let- 
ter he  wrote  to  his  court  after  the  conference 


[Sec  the  second  inclosure  referred  to  in  No. 
(i6  of  the  papers  presented  on  the  ISth  of 
May,  at  page  1079  of  this  volume.] 
Notwithstanding  the  positive  manner  ii^ 
which  Lord  Whitworth  demanded  his  pass- 
ports, the  First  Consul,  who  had  constantly 
pf  the  ISth  Germinal.  Such  was  the  stite  of  I  refietled  on  the  means  of  avoiding  a  rupture, 
affairs  on  the  6th  Floreal,  M'hen  Lord  Whit-  ]  resolved  to  make  a  last-  effort,  and  accord- 
worth  read  the  last  instructions  he  had  re-  ingiy  directed  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
ceived,  and  in  consequence  of  which  he  re-  to  transmit  the  following  note  to  the  English 
quired,     1st,    That    his    Britannic    Majesty    ambassador: 


,?houId  retain  hi?  troops  at  Malta  for  teii  vears 
2dly,  That  the  island  of  Lampedpsa  should 
be  ceded  to  him  in  full  possession  :  3dly, 
That  the  French  troops  should  evacuate  Hol- 
land. Lord  Whitworth  added,  that  in  case 
a  convention  was  not  concluded  upon  the 
above  basis  within  the  course  of  seven  davs, 
his  '^rders  u-ere  to  leave  Paris,  and  return  to 

.^ngland.     He  therefore  presented  these  coa- 
ditioijS  as  the  uhiitiufim  of  his  government. 

T'lie  mii'iister  for  foreign  affairs  then  thought 

ii|H)per  to  require,  that  Lord  \Yhi.tu'v.rih  jyould 


[See  a  note  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  Lord 
IVhilworth,  being  the  inclosure  referred  to 
in  No.  61  of  the  papers  presented  on  the 
l8//i  of  May,  at  p.  lOSO  of  this  volume.] 
The  English  minister  took  this  note  ad  re- 
ferendum, and  determined  to  send  a  messen- 
ger to  his  court.  By  the  return  of  this 
courier,  who  was  the  bearer  of  a  new  atid 
important  overture.  Lord  \Vhitworth  re- 
ceived insti'viclions,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  presented  the  aote  and  plan  of  cowventio^ 
which  are  here  subjoined;-^.    ,...,:;,_  r 
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[Tfds  note  ;s  the  first   inclostire  referred  to 
in  No.  10  of  the  papers  presented  on  the 
i  ith  of  Maj/,  ttnd  may  be  found  at  page 
i085  of  the  present  volume.      The  copy  of 
this  paper,    as   it  was  publi,shed  by  the 
British  minisirjf,  has  been  declared  by  the 
French    government    to    be  garbled.     By 
kurning  to  page  856",  the  reader  uiiU  see 
the  genuine  paper.'] 
\nie  projet  alluded  to  is  the  second  inclosure 
referred  to  in   Ko.   10  of  the  papers  pre- 
sented on  the  1  Slh  of  May,  and  may  be 
/onnd  at  pii<j;e  108.5  of  tliis  volume.'] 
Far  from  offering  terms  of  conciliatidn, 
Ihls  projet  of  the  court  of  London  only   re- 
■J)eated  some  inadmissible  propositions,  which 
were  still  farther  aggravated  by  the  terms  in 
which  they  were  drawn  up.     Besides,  this 
hole  contained  an  assertion,  so  contrary  to  the 
■  known  dispositions  of  the  court  of  Russia, 
that  it  was  thought  proper  to  reply  to  it  im- 
jnediately  by  the  following  note  : — 

[//t7-t  folloxv's  a  note  from  M.  Talleyrand  to 
Lord  Whitivorth,  dated  Paris,  2'2d  Flo- 
rcdl,  an  11,  ivhich  note  may  be  found  in 
No.  2  of  'life  papers  presented  nn  tbe'ZUh 
of  May^  at  page    113.5   of  this  volume. 
That  copy  the  French  government  has  de- 
clared  to  be  garbled.     For  the  genuine 
paper,  see  page  8.56  of  this  volume.] 
This  note  produced   no  effect.     The  am- 
bassador of  his  Britannic  Majesty   confined 
himself  to  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it ; 
and  so  positive  were  his  mstructions,  that  he 


persisted  in  demanding  his  pJissports.     His 
i?st  note  was  in  the  following  terms  :-^— 
^See  a  note  from  Lord    U'hilivorih,    dated 
Fans,     May    12,    18(33,    v:hich  note    is 
marked  No.  3,  of  the  papers  presented  on 
the  '2)th  of  May,  and  may  he  found  at 
page  1136  of  this  volume.] 
The  passports  which  were  demanded  by 
Lord  Whitworth,  with  A  perseverence   that 
appeared  to  have  been  imperiously  dictated, 
were  sent  on   the  22d   Flore?.!,    after  three 
successive  messages  on  his  part.     The  am- 
bassador b;;gan  his  journev  about  nine  o'clock 
that  evening.     The  First  Consul  was  desii'ous 
that  he  should  not  leave  the  territory  of  the 
repubhc  without  bearing  to  his  government  a 
manifestation  still  more  formal  than   i.ll   the 
preceding,  of  the  constant  disposition  of  the 
French  government ;  and    he    directed   the 
undersigned  to  transmit  to  him  the  following 
note  : — 

[ricrefolloivs  a  note  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  the 
Briti.sh  mimstcr  for  foreign  uffuirsi,  dated 
May  \Ath,  1803.  This  note  was,  on  the 
20th,  communicated  by  the  Counsellors  of 
State  to  the  Conservative  Senate,  and  may 
be  found  among  the  public  papers,  at  page 
8  to  of  this  volume. 
[77/c  C'wrluding paper  in  this  collection  is  a 
inessaire,  sirrned  by  Bomparte,  and  sent^ 
on  the  20//'  of  May,  to  the  Senate,  Ze- 
gisUuive  Body,  and  Tribunate.  Ihis 
message  may  be  found  among  the  public 
papers^  at  page  847  of  this  volume.] 


OBSERVATIONS  CT^  TME  MANIFESTO  OF  THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND.     . 

[From  the  Moniteur  of  the  7  th  of  June,  IS03>] 

*'  Si  la  verite  etait  bannie  de  la  tcrrC)  elle  devrait  se  refiigier  dan^  le  ccEur  des  rois." 

*'  Though  good  faith  were  banished  from  the  rest  of  the  earth,  she  ouglit  still  to  retain  her  habitation  in 
the  breasts  of  princes*." 


IF  we  may  judge  from  the  false  allegations 
which  abound  in  his  various  messages  to  par- 
liament, as  well  as  in  the  solemn  declara- 
tion which  has  recently  been  issued  from  a 
throne,  which  peace  only  could  render  se- 
cure ;  it  is  not,  assuredly,  in  the  breast  of  the 
Kirtg  of  Great-Britain  that  good  faith  has 
found  this  asylum.  Is  it  Europe  that  this 
monarch  attempts  to  impose  upon  by  this 
turbulent  manifesto  ?  Is  it  France  he  wishes 
to  mislead  or  divide  by  his  groundless  accu- 
sations }  Is  it  the  allies  of  the  republic  whose 
confidence  he  hopes  to  alienate^  by  a  hypo- 
tritical  interest  in  their  past  situation  ?  .Is  it 
his  own  subjects  he  is  desirous  of  plunging  in- 
to error,  for  tk6  purpose  of  engaging  them  in 


5*  S€e  Hume's  £r.gUnd;  y©!.  ii.  p .  iTl,    T. 


a  war  purely  minislerial  r  Or,  rather,  is  it 
not  the  shameful  \iolation  of  the  sworn  faith 
of  nations,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  has 
undertaken  to  disguise .?  Is  it  not  the  evident 
dispositions  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
tre.ities  of  pacified  Europe  that  he  has  at<t 
tempted  to  misconstrue  .?  Is  it  not  to  palliate 
long-premeditated  depredations  on  the  com- 
mercial and  maritime  powers  t>f  the  conti-« 
nent,  that  deceitful  messages  and  faithless 
communications  have  been  made  to  the  Bri- 
tish parliament;  that,  with  an  abrming  osten- 
tation, and  in  the  moment  of  profound  peaccj 
he  has  organized  military  preparations  in  all 
his  ports,  a  simultaneous  aggreesion  upon 
every  ocean  without  motive,  iind  rapacious 
hostilities  witluuit  sliamc .?  But,  if  the  causes 
of  hi^  compl.iints  were  legitinwte,  why  force 
*  M  lu  ...  -2 
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the  negotiations?-  Why,  by  an  act  of  des-  possession.  Such  are  the  "  mer-surcf  which  he 
potism,  irrevocably  close  the  door  of  recon-  \  has  adopted  for  "  eifectualh  consolidating  ihe 
c'liafion  ?  Why  oppoir^c  the  interference  of  a  |  general  tranquillity  of  Kurope  !"  In  what, 
mediating    power:     Why    mutilate    official     then^  does  this  new  method  ot  "  consolidating 


papers  r  Whv  deceive  the  national  npre- 
sentatioii?  Why  conceal  the  truth  from  a 
j)owerfnl  people  f  Why  change,  in  an  iin- 
.  accountable  manner,  the  constitutional  j)ul)- 
licity  of  their  parliamentary  delibevatiojis  r 
Am  the  King  of  flngland  and  his  ministers  ac- 
customed to  imagine,  that  armed  injustice  is 


the  general  tranquillity  of  turope"  consist  ? 
In  declaring  war  against  one  of  its  prnici[)al 
po\Vers,  and  in  seizing  upon  every  maritime 
position,  calrulatcd  to  secure  to  Great  Britain 
an  universal  tyranny. 

"  I'hr  s(nnc  uto/tVLS,''  continues  the  Kin-g  of 
England,   "  /(//  vJiic/i  /ii-<  Majcsti/  vjus  actuated 


the  power  alone  worthy  of  governing  the  uui-  |  (hniiii^tln:  iici!;<)t/atious,  Jnac  since  inrariabli/ 
verse.?  And  do  they  not  know,  that  violence  j  £;^oirratf/ //^s  ro«(///cr''-"."'  If  these  secret  mo- 
and  falsehood  are  ever  injurious  to  the  best  of  j  tives  "  during  the  negotiations"  were  not  to 
causes.''  The  destiny  of  empires  is  more  1  abarxlon  the  jiossession  of  the  island  of  Malta, 
closely  connected  with  the  maintenance  of  i  it  is,  indeed,  evident,  that  these  same  mo- 
treaties,  and  a  due  observance  of  the  pledged  ;  tives  have  not  teased  to  direct  his  conduct; 
faith  of  nations,  than  we  are  generally  led  to  |  but,  if  we  may  be  jiefmitted  to  speak  the 
acknowledge.  To  the  French  government  j  language  of  frankness  and  sincerity,  it  is  far 
Ave  commit  the  glorious  task  of  victoriously  j  more  evident,  that  tlie  motive  which  .has  hc- 
replying,  bv  the  last  and  irresistible  argu-  variahhi  actuated  the  conduct  of  the  King, 
iiient  ot  governments  and  of  nations,  to  these  has  been  the  j^erpetual  usurpation  of  the- 
odious  recriiuinations.  In  its  moderate,  p^a-  island  of  Malta,  by  not  executing  tlie  4th 
ciHc,  and  generous  proceedings,  it  has  been     paragraph  of  the  10th  article  *>f  the  treaty  of 


actuated  by  motives  of  duty  :  to  the  patience 
and  dignity  with  which  it  has  fultilled  th:i! 
duty,  the  whole  nation  bears  ^vitness.  Two 
years  will  scarcely  ha'\'e  passed  over  our  heads. 


Amiens.  Is  this  evincing  a  desir.e,"  tJJ'ecUial/i/ 
til  cuntrihule  to  cniisoUdaU'iite  general  iranqidti  it!/ 
of  J.itinpc  r  (J)r  is  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
commencine  his  declaration  with  a  false  and' 


before  the  genius  of  Europe,  armed  tor  peace,  ;  ridiculous  proposition  ;  since  a  manifest  vio- 
vvill  have  written,  in  characters  of  terror,  on  I  lation  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  in  one  of  its 


most  important  dispositions,  consists  m  his 
not  restoring  Malta  to  its  legitimate  sove- 
reigns, the  ^leditenanean  and  navigation  to 
their  natural  independence,  and  the  conx- 
merce  of  nations  to  its  indispensable  and  pre- 
scriptive liberl\ .  The  King  declares,  that  he 
was  actuated    bv  a  desire  "  to  com-ulidale  the 


the  shores  of  Britain,  the  merited  punish 
Bient  for  the  infraction  of  treaties.  We  shall 
confine  ourselves  to  a  simple  rehilation  of  the 
inoiives  avowed  in  the  manifesto  of  the  F^ing 
of  England  ;  and  leave  our  readers  to  judge, 
whether  the  causes  assigned  for  entering 
iipon  a  war  of  so  dreadful  a  nature  betray,  iji 
the  aggressor,  a  greater  portion  of  m'ju^'iice  \  tr(vi(jnillLy  <f  J.iinipe  he/ore  thevcgot/ution.s for 
orofhatfed,  of  falsehood  or  of  blind  intaiua-  I //./.'tf,  m  v:t:ll  ax  siuce  that  period."  I'h'is  is 
tion.  In  voluntarily  declaring  war  against  bv  no  ineans  the  fact.  The  retention  of 
France,  at  the  ex}-)iration  of  a  short  twehe  Muha  was  the  first  act  of  this  "  consolidation 
months  of  peace,  the  King  of  England  pre-  '  of  the  peace  of  Europe  ;'*  and,  at  the  pre- 
tends, '■'■  that  it  was  his  sincere  desire,  j^o*^  cf/;/i7  '  sent  moment,  more  than  at  any  iwmer  pe- 
to  put  an  end  to  the  hostilities  xvhich  .s-«/«^/rJ  I  riod,  the  cannon  of  the  English  tyrannizes 
helivecn  tlte  tivo  cowilries,  but  also  to    ndojit 


auch  measures  as  might  most  (Jfrctua/lj/  coiUn- 
hate  to  consolidate  the  general  traiKj/dltiii/  of 
Jiuropc''-' ."  And  what  were  these  measures  r 
The)-  are  distinctly  written  in  the  treaty  of 
Amiens:  to  restore  the  Cape  ot  (lood  Hope 
to  the  Dutch,  in  exchange  tor  the  valuable 
inland  of  Cevlon;  to  restore  Minorca  to 
Spain,  in  exchange  for  the  tavo\irable  colo- 
nial position  of  Trinidad  ;  to  evacuate  Egypt, 
at  a  moment  when  the  plague  at  Alexantlria 
was  the  only  powerful  motive  which  induced 
<he  EngUsh  to  abandon  that  town ;  and,  last- 
ly, to  evacuate  the  island  of  Malta,  whose 
coavrtiand  over  the  commerce  of  the  Mediter- 


in  the  Mediterranean  from  the  heights  of  this 
rock,  and  insults  the  general  commerce  of 
that  cKean,  in  the  same  degree  since  the  sig- 
nature of  peace,  as  before  that  event  was 
consummated.  Facts  speak  louder  than 
M^ords.  ^rhe  stubborn  and  hostile  retention 
of  the  island  of  Malta  is  the  sole  reply  to  these 
pretended  "  a micahle  intentions^"  to  this  "  sz«- 
Ctred'siic  of  his  Jlrilaniiic  Alajestj/,  to  coittri- 
Inilc  to  consolidate  tlic  gaieral  tramjnillilj/  of 
Enrojie." 

1  st  C  H  A  R  G  E .  The  Ki ng  of  England  com- 
plains, that  "  the  proceedings  of  the  French  gor 
i-crnment  relative  to  commerce,  afjbrd  the  viost 
striking  contrast  to  his  open,  liheraf  andfrimd- 


rancan  whispers  to  his  avarice  the  perpetual    Ij/  conduct ;"  and  that  "  the  prohibitio7is  vJiich 


*  See  present  rol.  p.  743. 
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hud  been  placed  on  (he  roi/u/icrceofh/'s  Mi'jenti/x 
^subjuUs  during  tlic  %var  Itatc  been  enforced  iv/iJi 
incrcuscd  strictness  and  stierity'^,"  Here, 
then,  we  bfihoid  the  conduct  ot  the  King  of 
Lnglauci  suddenly  become  ojwn,  liberal,  and 
J'rieiidl^  .'  l)()u!)tless,  yes ;  li  opennexs  con- 
sists in  signing .  a  treaty  which  was  never  in- 
tended to  be  executed  ;  ii  liberality  consists  in 
prohibiting  tlie  introduction  of  French  silki. 
th<;  moment  tliey  became  fashionable  in  Lon- 
don ;  iffrieudsJiip  coiisisLs  in  carrying  on  war, 
with  calumnies  and  with  poignards  during 
peace,  and  in  hating  and  annoying,  under 
the  mask  of  benevolence  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood. Can,  then,  the  conduct  of  the 
King  of  EPigland,  under  tl.ese  points  of  view, 
be  considered  as  open,  liberal,  and  fviendhj  r 
Lar  more  correct  would  it  have  been,  to  have 
termed  his  conduct  dexterous  and  cunning, 
in  the  dcceitiul,  political  senses  of  those  ex- 
pressions ;  for  the  King,  in  order  to  flatter  the 
manufacturing  and  mercantile  spirit  of  the 
English,  in  which  alone  their  p\iblic  spirit 
consists,  has  not  scrupled  to  assert  in  his  de- 
claration, that  "  the  prohihitiu)is  on  the  com- 
merce of  his  Mqjesti/s  subjects  have  been  en- 
forced ivith  increased  sreeriti/.''  That  this 
■assertion,  also,  is  not  founded  in  fact,  proof 
upon  proof  might  be  adduced  ;  but  the  fol- 
lowing will  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose. 
During  the  war,  no  British  vessel  landed  her 
cargo  in  France ;  since  the  peace,  our  ports 
have  been  crowded  with  them.  The  intro- 
<luction  of  English  coal  was  prohibited  during 
the  war ;  it  has  been  permitted  since  the 
peace.  Besides,  kow  can  iirohibitions  of  this 
nature  be  made  a  ground  of  complaint  ?  See- 
ing that  they  are  reciprocal,  and  in  no  t;oun- 
try  are  so  munerous  or  so  rigid  as  in  Great 
Britain.  Our  merchandize,  and  even  our 
lerritorial  produce,  have  invariably  been  re- 
jected. Our  wines  can  with  dilHcully  find 
their  way  thither,  and  the  duties  upon  thcni 
are  exorbitant.  The  British  government, 
jealous  of  the  prosperity  of  all  nations,  would 
render  all  nations  subject  to  its  industry,  and 
permit  no  consumption  but  the  exports  of  lis 
own  commerce.  Has  France  renounced  her 
.powers  of  industry,  and  her  commercial  spi- 
rit, by  setting  her  hand  to  a  treaty  of  peace  r 
J-Ias  she  sanctioned  at  Amiens  the  exclusive 
commerce  and  manufactures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ^  Has  not  the  latter  her  prohibitions, 
her  imposts,  and  her  custom-house  duties  ? 
And  in  no  respect  does  France  infringe  u])on 
Ihe  treaty  of  peace,  by  organizing,  in  her 
turn,  her  customs  and  her  prohibitions,  ac- 
cording as  the  Interest  of  her  cornmeroe  and 
•industry  may  require. 

With  the  same  want  of  correctness,  the 

*  Sec  p.  74.3. 


King  of  England  asserts,  that  all prf.'hibitiom 
on  I'rcneh  conumrcc  iinpontd  durini-;  the  ivar 
vjere   removed'^."     This    cannot    possibly  be 
true;  for,  previous  to  the  war,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  between  France  and  Cjireat  Bri- 
tain was  \n  existence.     The  tarlous  prohi- 
bitions during  the  war  had  destroyed  the  sti- 
j;ulations  ot  this  treaty.     In  order,  therefore^ 
that  "  all"  (he  prohibitions   "  imposed  during 
the  v:ar"  should  be   completely   removed,  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  restore  the  ad- 
vantages stij)ulated,  with  regard  to  PVansfteij 
by  the  treaty  of  commerce  ;  and  this,  assured- 
ly, IS  what  Great  liritain  has  not  done.     Oii 
the  contrary,  whatever  could   prove  favour- 
able to  the  commerce  of  France,  has  eithtT 
been  totally  prohibited  in  England,  or  made 
subject  to  duties  tantamount  to  a  prohibition. 
Is  not  Great  Britain^  of  all  nxitlons,  the  most 
exclusive  in  her  commerce  ?     is  it  not  the  on- 
ly one  in  possession  of  a  Navigation    Act? 
But  have   the   other  powers  of   Europe  dis- 
co^ered   a  motive  for  warfare,  either  in  her 
Navigation  Act,  or  her  system  of  exclusion  ? 
It  is,  therefore,  highly  absurd  for  England  to 
behold,  in  our  proceedings  relative  to   Bri- 
tish commerce,  a  subject  of  war.     If  she  ei> 
tertains  the  foolish  idea,  that  France  will  sa- 
crifice the  manufactures  and  industry  of  her 
inhabitants  to  the  manufactures  and  Industry 
of  England,  arid  that  war  must  last  till  she  has 
attained  this  object.  Great  BriUun  must  first 
succeed  in  disarming  us;  which  she  will  iind 
no  easy  enterprize  against  a  nation  of  .3:3  mil- 
lions of  individuals,  accustomed  to  victory, 
and  who  have    successfully  resisted  the  cont-' 
bined   force   of   all  Europe  leagued  against 
them ;  against  a  nation  which,  through  ten 
vears  of  triumphs,  has  taught  tlie   astonished 
universe,  that,  in  sj^dte  of  civil  wars  anu  dis- 
sentions,  in  spite  of  coaUtions  and  crimes,  or- 
ganized and  paid  for,  with  unbounded  p,rodi 
gality,  by   the  British  government,   nothing 
can  result  from  the  imprudent  attacks  which 
have  been,  and  which  may  be  made  upon 
i  her,  but  an  accession  of  power,  of  genius, 
I  and  of  courage  :  and  that  rivers  can  oppose 
but  a  feeble  barrier  to  her  conquests,  and  her 
just  vengeance  for  violated  treaties. 

The  King  of  England  declares,  that  "  acLf 
of  violence  have  been  offered  to  English  vessels 
and  their  property  ;  and  that,  in  no  case  hUft 
justice  been  afordedy  nor  any  satisfactori/  an- 
swer given  to  the  repealed  representations  7iiad£ 
by  his  Majesty's  viifisters  or  ambassador  nt 
t'arisf."  V\'hen  intended  as  the  bases  df 
national  hostilities,  actsof  violence  so  flagraiU 
ought,  at  least,  to  have  been  distuictly  ST)ef- 
citied,  and  clearly  proved.  On  the  xoa,~ 
irary,  his  Britannic  Majesty  has.,  avoided  ^ 
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iTistincf.  cnumeritr(M1,  for  fhe  piirpcne  of  ren- 
dering still  more  vagiie  and  extensi\'e,  a  griev- 
ance totally  unfounded.  As  to  the  pretend- 
ed non-^i:ccess  of  the  rcprescritations  made 
by  his  ministers  or  ambassador,  in  behalf  of 
Some  British  merchants,  it  is  a  fact  of  incon- 
testible  notoriefv,  that  no  dne  representatioh 
from  the  ministers  of  the  King  of  England 
has  not  been  taken  into  consideration.  More 
fhan  two  hundred  decisions  in  fafour  of  Bri- 
thJi  mrrvhants  could  be  cited  in  supjiort  oi 
#his  asscr'tion.  So  much  for  our  "  refusal  to 
afford  iuslict,"  and  this  "  legitimate  motive" 
•for  entering  up^on  a  wcv:  war  ! 

'lt\A  Charge.  "  The  Frcncli  c:;overiimcnJ 
fias  had  recourse^''  says  the  King's  Declara- 
tion, "  to  the  c.itraordinari/  iircasuir  of  iXftding; 
(K'Cr  to  F.nifland  a  n:imher  of  perf^ons,  for  iht 
prnfcr.S'jd  purpose  of  residing  hi  the  most  consl- 
dcrahlc  sea-port  Imius  qf  Great  Britain,  in  the 
character  of  contmercial  a::;ents ;  u  character 
to  ivhich  thei/  could  have  no  pretensions,  but 
from  a  commercial  trfani ;  and  no  treaty  of  fhal 
description  teas  in  existence  between  his  Majesti/ 
and  tTie  French  Republic  *."'  If  the  French  go- 
vernment have  employed  commercial  agents, 
it  has  been  by  virtue  of  the  iisage  and  u)ii- 
versally  acknowledged  law  of  Europe.  Since 
commerce,  the  principal  agent  of  modern  ci- 
vilization, forms  also  the  grand  basis  ot  the 
prosperity,  the  riches,  and  the  strength  of 
nations,  commercial  relations  have  become  a 
Sort  of  nafitral  right,  a  law  of  nations  among 
civili2<."d  people.  To  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy commercial  agents  in  a  foreign  country, 
it  does  not  necessarily  follow,  that  a  commer- 
cial treaty  must  exist  between  lis  and  that 
Country.  Thus  it  is  that  we  send  them  to 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Austria,  Prussia,  and 
America;  and  (hat  these  powers  dispatch 
other  commercial  agents  to  us  in  return,  al- 
though wc  have  no  commercial  treaty  with 
those  powers.  Thus  it  is,  that  England  her- 
self maintains  them  in  Holland,  aild  in  vari- 
ous other  countries,  although  no  ?nch  treaty 
is  in  existence  between  them  ;  and  that,  from 
time  immemorial,  commercial  agents  have 
been  reciprocally  admitted  among  all  nations. 
Commerce  and  its  respective  agents  are  ante- 
rior to  all  treaties,  whether  of  diplomacy  or 
of  commerce  ;  and  are,  above  all,  independ- 
ent of  those  very  treaties.  This,  therefore, 
is  not,  as  the  King  of  England  is  pleased  to 
assert,  an  "  extraordinary  measure"  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 

•'  There  was,  consecjuently,  too  7niich  reason 
to  CONJECTURE,"  coiitinucs  the  declaration, 
**  that  the  real  ohjcct  of  their  mission  xvas^  by 
no  means  qf  a  commercial  nature ;  and  this 
Jus  PIC  ION  ivas  confirmed,  not  only  by  the  cir- 
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cumstance  that  some  of  thein  iciri  mtlitartJ- 
MEN,  but  by  thr-  actual  discovery^  that  several 
of  them  [vere  furnished  with  instructions  to  ob- 
tain the  soundings  of  the  harbours,  and  to  pro- 
cure military  surveys  of  the  places  where  it  Waif 
intended  they  should  reside.  His  Majesty  re- 
j~-esented  to  the  French  government  the  necessity 
of  ib'/fhdraiving  thou  *." 

fjerc,  then,  we  ?re  favoured  witli  conjee- 
fiirrs  and  suspicions,  as  pretexts  for  the  viola- 
tion, with  regard  to  our  commercial  agents, 
of  the  established  law  of  nations  !  Suspicions 
and  conjectures  for  the  ground-work  of  a  de- 
claration of  war ! ! !  The  reasoning,  it  must 
be  confessed,  is  most  clear  and  convincing ; 
but  let  us  enquire,  for  a  moment,  into  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  ?  In  the  first  place, 
the  French  government  has  dispatched  no 
commercial  agents  in(o  Great  Britain,  but 
with  regular,  formal  instructions,  similar  to 
(hose  which  have  invariably  been  given,  from 
the  ministry  of  Colbert  to  the  present  day. 
Secondly,  the  French  government  has  distri- 
buted none  of  these  commercial  commissions 
to  finy  "  military  man"  whatever.  To  be 
convinci  d  of  (he  truth  of  the  assertion,  that 
none  of  the  commercial  envoys  sent  to  Eng- 
land were  "  mihtary  men,"  an  examination  of 
the  public  printed  list  of  the  commercial 
agents  will  alone  be  sufficient.  But,  admit- 
ting that  thev  had  formerly  been  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  army,  if  this  circum- 
stance be  a  motive  for  hostilities,  how  hap- 
pens it  that  the  King  of  England  never  thought 
proper  to  complain  of  the  Fretich  ambassadof  j 
who  was,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  both  a 
"  vdliiary  maif  and  an  engineer  ?  Thirdly^ 
the  whole  commercial  v>'orld  knov/s,  that  Ci- 
tizen Coquebert,  the  first  who  arrived  in  Eng- 
land on  a  mission  similar  to  that  of  all  the 
others,  was  extremely  well  received  by  the 
British  government,  and  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  apparently  beheld  his  arrival  with 
satisfaction.  With  respect  to  the  representa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  pretended  mission 
for  the  purpose  of  "  obtaining  the  soimdings 
of  the  harbours,  and  procuring  military  sur- 
veys of  the  places  where  it  was  intended  they 
should  reside,"  was  such  a  representation,  we 
wish  to  ask,  ever  made  to  the  French  go- 
vernment ?  Without  an  answer  to  this 
query,  we  cannot  seriously  enter  into  a  refu- 
tation of  the  charge;  seeing  that  the  sound- 
ings of  harbours,  and  plans  of  fortified 
towns,  are  to  be  met  with  in  publications, 
within  the  reach  of  every  person,  and  that 
none  of  our  commercial  agents  were  dis- 
patched to  places  of  this  description. 

Nevertheless,  his  Britannic  Majesty  "^cft 
it  to  be  his  duty,  to  prevent  their  deputtute  to 
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iheir  respective  places  of  destination.     Jt  can- 
not be  dtnied^"  he  observes,  "  tliat  tin:  circum- 
stancen  nuda'  uhich  titej/  inre  sent^  and  the  in- 
structions which  were  given  tht/n,  ought  to  In: 
considered  as  decisive  indications  of  the  dispo- 
sitions and  intentions  of  th&  government  b^  whom 
3lh<^  were  employed  *."     Thus  it  is,  tlut  afli^r 
the  conclusion  of  a  solemn  treaty  of  pcac^-, 
the  English  government  has  prevented  the 
departure  of  the  commercial  agents  of  France 
to  their  respective  plaices  of  destination  (this 
open  avowal  of  the  infraction  of  the  rights  of 
peace  and  of  reciprocity  between  t>vo  friendly 
rjations  is  extremely  curious)  ;  thus  it  i^,  that 
?t  interprets,  at  its  pleasure,  the  instructions 
it  supposes  to  have  been  given  to  these  com- 
mercial agents,  instruct;ions  which  have  no- 
thing hostile  or  suspicious  in  tl>cm,  but  the 
false  interpretations  put  upon  them  bv  the 
British  government :  thus  it  is,  that  this  go- 
vernment, after  having  formed  merely  <^•on- 
Jectmxs  arnd  suspicions  as   fb  the   mission  of 
these  commercial  envoys,  suddciUv  considers 
the   "  circumstance  of  the  peace  establi^ihcd  at 
Anuens,  and  the  instructions  given  to  ike  com- 
mercial agents,  as  decisive  indications  of  the 
dispositions  and  intentions  of  tlie  government  by 
rvhoni  the:j  ivcre  employed' :"  henceforth,  there- 
fore, the  powers  of  Europe  will  no  lo4iger 
declare   war   upon    grounds   of    aggression, 
upon  acts  of  hostilitv,  or  upoii  selt-evident 
facts.     England  opens  to  us  a  shorter  course 
to  the  mad  thirst  of  v.ar.     A  new  treatise  on 
})eace  and  war  will  speedily  spring  from  the 
diplomatic  heads  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  j 
and,  in  future,    conjeclures,  upon  suspicions 
of  enmity,  upon  ind'cations^  upon  dispositions, 
upon  intentions,  will  (he  powers  of  Europe, 
in  imitation  of  England,  found  their  declara- 
tions of  war.     Former  publicists  have  writ- 
ten merely  upon  positive  facts,  upon  abso- 
lute acts  of  hostihtv ;   but  the  publicists  of 
Westminster  have  established  a  new  polilical 
code,  and  have  given  a  far  greater  latitude  to 
the  chances  of  war,  by  establishing  the  be- 
nevolent system  of  intuitional  hottilities. 

After  the  introduction  of  such  a  system 
into  the  politics  of  F.ngland,  it  is  by  no  means 
surprising  that  the  king  should  conclude,  that 
"  the  conduct  of  the  b)  cnch  governtncnty  iviih 
7'espect  to  the  commercial  intercourse  bcti{;een  the 
two  countries  is  ill-suited  to  a  state  of  peace  f." 
Ai  what  period,  then,  may  we  ex}>eit  that 
England  will  consent  to  receive  the  com- 
i^iercial  agents  of  France,  since  the  momu^nt 
pf  peace  appears  to  her  unfavourable  to  this 
species  of  relation  ?  In  a  time  of  wai;  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  would,  certainly,  not  be 
agreeable  to  her :  consequently  no  possible 
gontgpt,    whether   commercial   or    political, 


c^n  take   place  between  the  two  countries^ 
seeing  that  pvace  and  war  embrace  all  time. 
The  British  govcnuneni,  faithful  tp  its  blind! 
and    inveterate    hatred,    declares   also,    tiiat 
"  the  proceedings  <f  the  Jranch,  in  the  whole 
of  their  political  relations,  arc  uHogeiher  iiu 
consistent   v;ith  every  principle  of  good  fuUli^ 
moderation,    and  justice  *."     The   King  of 
Ej\gland,  then,  imagines  himscU  in   the  ex- 
clusive ppssesiion  of  these  sublime  virtues. 
He  iniagine:s  himself  the  ppssesior  of  "  evciy. 
principle  of  ji^st ice' r~^by  seizing,  by  force  or 
by  curming,  upon  every  thing  suitable  to  liis 
oouvenienc©,  and   by   fancying,    that  every 
thing  suitable   to  his  convenience  instantly 
becomes  his  property.     He  imagines  luniseif 
the  possessor  of  "  n-ery  principle  of  modera- 
tion"   by  granting  to  oiw  of    the  greatest 
powers  of  the  continent,  the  spa^e  oi  thirtvT 
six  hours^  for  the  cession  of  Lampedosa,  an 
island  which  does  not  belong  to   it,  and  ior 
consenting  to  the  usurpation  of  Malta,  the 
property  of  the  Order  of  St.  Jo|in  of  Jeru- 
salem and  the   Maltese  !    He  imagines  him- 
self the  possessor  of  "  every  principle  of  good 
faith"^^hy   openly    violating    ttie    ti-eaty    of 
Amiens,    which   engaged   him   to   evacuate 
Malta  in  the  space  of  three  months,  b)-  pre- 
senting to  Europe  the  example  oi  a  monarch, 
one  day  dispatching  orders  for  the  reslltulioa 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Uie  Dutch, 
by  virtue  of  the  treaty  ot  Amiens,  and  the 
following  day  commanding  the  retention  of 
it,  in  direct  violation  of  the  same  treaty  :  a 
system  of  "  justice,"  of  "  moderation,''  ant^ 
of  "  good  faith,"    scarcely  to  be  met  with, 
among  barbarians  ;  a  system  which,  happily, 
the  moral  code  of  Europe  is,  by  no  means, 
disposed  to  admit,  and  which  all  tlie  naval 
forces  and  all  the  diplomatic  quirks  of  tlior 
British  government  will  never  succeed  in  in- 
troducing among  civilized  nations. 

.3rd  Charge.  "  JJis  Majesty  had  enter- 
lamed  Iiopes  that  he  should  have  succeeded  in 
bringing  France  to  adopt  a  system  of  policy^ 
which,  if  it  had  not  inspired  odier  powers  wiih 
confidence,  might,  at  least,  have  allayed  tJieif 
jealousies  -j-."  But  to  wliat  "  system  of  pt»- 
licy"  did  liie  King  of  England  hope  to  "  brin^, 
the  French  government  ?"  Was  it  to  a  sys- 
tem of  apathy,  which,  throughout  Europ^i, 
would  have  left  peace  or  war,  j-sai'tition  or 
boundary,  commerce  or  destruction,  industry 
or  subjection,  the  exanjinatioQ  oi  vessels  n% 
time  of  pc:xe,  and  li\e  destj-uction  of  th© 
ports  of  the  various  states  of  the  continent, 
entirely  at  the  insolent  disj>osal  of  Great  Bii- 
taia?  Was  it  to  a  system  of  general-  dis- 
arming, of  military  abasement  of  spirit;  of 
npn-vigilance  over  our  coasts  and  principi'.t 
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towns?     Was  it  to  a  systciT^  of  hostility  against  [  the  present  discussion?,  and  the  motives  for 
our  own  customs,  and  of  jM-eference  to   Bri-  "  "     ' 

tish  manufactures  over  those  of  our  na- 
tivecounlry?  Was  it,  in  short,  to  a  system 
of  dissimulation  in  the  ,non-cxecution  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  the  tardy  evacuation  of 
i\lexandria,  the  retentioij  of  the  island  of 
RIalta,  and  of  ambition  secretly  turned  to- 
wards the  two  Sicilies?     The  Kins,  it  Jinist 


entering  upon  the  present  war,  might  be  so- 
vereignly decided,  through  their  mediation. 
Is  the  English  government  able  to  say  as 
much  ?  Has  that  government,  which  speaks 
so  loudly  of  the  pretended  "  jealousy"  of 
these  powers,  dared  to  discover  the  same 
confidence  in  their  intei'vention  ?  Has  it 
not  refused  their  justice,  or  eluded  their  me- 


be  confessed,    c-xpresses   himself  feebly  on  '  dialion  ?     Does  it  not  rather  perceive,  that 
tliese  heads;  his    language   is,  nevertheless,  '  the  jealousy  of  these  powers  is  turned,  with 
perfectly  inielligible.     It  h  evident,  that  the  '  more  justice,  towards   England  herself,  and 
British    governmcnt_    still    remember    those  '  that  if,  at  any  moment,  they  stand  in  need  of 
^appi/  times,  when  indofent   sovereigns  and  '  encouragement,  it  is  when  'they  reflect  upon 
venal  ministers- delivered  over  their  deluded  ■  the  eigantic  ambition,  the  secret  views,  the 
and  vilified   country,  withoii,^  opposition  or  ,  deceitful    politics,    and,  above  all,    tlie  pre- 
jertiorse,  into  the  hands  of  tUe  British  mini-  '  sumption  with  which  the  Britisb  government 
stry.     It  is  evixient,^  tha^  the  King   of  Eng-  j  arrogates  to  itself  universal  monarchy,  gene-- 
knd  turns,  with  affliction,  his  tender  regards  ;  ral  colonization,  the  tyranny  of  comnicrce, 
to  that  fortunate  period,  when,  by  means  of  j  and  the  sovereignty  of  the' seas?     in  vain 
a  few  corrupt  millions  and   diplomatic   me-  '  does  this  iVIachiavcriian  government  wish  la 
Kaces,  he  exercised  absolute  controul  over  the  I  turn  aside  the  attention  of  the   powers  of 
pohtics  and  general    direction    of   affairs  in  I  Europe,   by  seeking  to  excite  their  jealousy 
France.     Hovy  unfortunate  it  is  for  the  illus- j  against   Fr'ance.     Never  will   those   powerij 
trious  and  pacific  reign  of  George  the  Third,  |  lose  sight  of  the  great   continental   inle- 
that  he  can  uo  longer  hope  to  behold  one  of  j  rest:  they  feel  that  France  exists  but  to  pre-, 
liis  honoin-ccble  comraissarieE,  seated  upon  the  I  serve  tlie'm  from  British   piracies  in  the  Me- 
j^iins  of  Punkirk,  commaiuiing  the  French,  !  diterranean  ;  that  she  tixtends  her  power  over 
with  the  gold  and  the  arrogance  of  his  mas-  j  the  shores  of  the  west  and  the  north,  but  to 
ter,  not  to  erect  stone  upon  stone  in  the  dis-    guarantee  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the 
honoured  fortifications  of  that  port,  as  its  ex- !  continent   from  the  ravages  of  British  mer- 
istence  endangered  the  security  and  repose  of    chants,     l^he  ports  of  France  are  the  bul^- 
threat  Britain  I  ^  ■  warks  of  ]:.urope  against  the  pirates  of  Great- 

But  to  enter  into  a  more  serious  refutation 


of  these  charges.  "  Ilis  Majc^li/  had  enter- 
tained hopes  of  bringing  France  to  adopt  a  sj/.s- 
tem  of  policy,,  -jJiich,  if  it  had  not  inspired  con- 
Jtdcnce^.  mighi  at  least  have  allayed  their  jea- 
hicsics.''  Confidence  apart,  (since  that  is  a  senti- 
m.ent  which  the  King  of  England  does  not  wish 
*o  inspire)  whici;  are  these  same  powers,  whose 
jealousies  stood  in  such  need  of  being  allayed  / 
Js  it  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  with  whom  France 
acred  in  concert,  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Germanic  bodv,  and  whose  ee- 


Britain  ;  her  armies  are  the  dread  of  the  ty- 
rant of  the  seas  :  and  if  ever  the  scourge  of 
English  colonization  should  strike  with  slavery 
and  desolation  this,  beaiuiful  and  magnificent 
portion  of  Europe,  it  will  not  be  till  France 
shall  have  lost  her  political  existence  and  her. 
victorious  armies.  But  what  do  1  say  ?  France 
is  continental,  populous,  rich,  powerful,  eii- 
lightened,  and  governed  bv  the  genius  of 
war,  who  arms  but  for  general  peace  and 
universal  commerce.  And  yet  England, — 
her  power  factitious,  her  riches  artificial,  her 


nerous  and  pacific  character  has  unceasingly  government  head-stnMig  and  ignorant,  her 
led  him  to  desire  the  tranquillity  of  luirope? 
Js  it  the  King  of  Prussia,  over  whom  the  in- 
fluence which  France  has  obtained,  by  her 
victories  and  her  justice,  has  nothing  dimi- 
nished of  his  rights  and  hh  political' impor- 
tance r  Is  it,  lastly,  the  Emperor  of  Cier- 
many,  he  who  has  no  longer  any  point  of 
contact  with  France,  and  who,  by  the  late 
treaties,  has  acquired  a  maritime  existence 
and  territorial  concessions,  in  one  of  the 
finest  {.njrtions  of  Italy  ? — Alas  !  so  little  does 
France  distrust  the  justice  and  the  friendly 
dispositions  of  these  pov.'ers,  so  great  in  them- 
selves, and  so  powerful  from  their  enlighteti- 
ed  policy,  that  (h^-  French  government  has 
.rtpeatedly  manifested  its  express  wish,  that 
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politics  venal,  her  colonies  oppressed,  her 
frit-nds  doubtful,  her  citizens  discontented," 
her  credit  in  danger,  her  administration  over- 
whelmed wi(h  debts;  still  dares  to  violate 
treaties,  and  threaten  the  conquerors  !  ! ! 

What  an  astonishing  contrast!  The  King 
of  England,  nevertheless,  ventures  to  de- 
clare, that  "  ij  the  French  goiernnunt  had 
proved  their  diywsitionsto  be  essen'ialli/  pacijic^ 
allov:(tnces  vjould  hare  been  made  *'or  the  situa-' 
tion  in  ivhich  a  net:;  government  nnist  h<  placed^ 
after  so  drcailful  and  extensive  a  eonvidsion,  an 
that  vshieh  has  been  produced  by  the  French  re-' 
volution*.'''     What  docs  the  King:  of  Ej)gland' 
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understand  by  "  dispositions  esscn/iallj/  paci- 
fic .?"     Doubtless,  that  France  and  her  allies 
should  be  left  entirely  unprepared,  ttiat  we 
shoui'.l  no  longer  maintain  forces  sufficient  to 
guariantee  the   security  of  the  country,   the 
English  government  secretly  propose  toatiaek 
or  invade,  that  we  leave   her  a  free  entrance 
into    Holland,    Switzerland,    Piedmont,    tlic 
Island  of  Elba,  Naples,  and  tl^e  Sicilies,  and 
that  we  sliould  no  longer  possess  the  militarv 
means  of  forcing  the   power  to    execute  a 
treaty,  which,  in   signing   it,  had  faithlessly 
pre-neditated  its    non-fulfilment.      On    such 
conditions  of  weakness  and  of  inconceivable 
huiniliatiju,  would  the  King  of  England  have 
coiisenicd     "   to   7niike   iilloivanccs"   for    the 
French  government !     Must  then  the  Frcncli  ! 
government  be  absolved  in   London  for   the 
crime  of  be  ng  victorious,  powerful,  and  pa- 
cific, of  being  beloved  by  the  nation,  and  of 
maintaining,   adth  honour  and   courage,  the 
majesty  of  the  French  people  ?     Or  r  .ther, 
must  it  not  retort  'upon  the   English  govern- 
ment itself,  this  pretended  "  system  of  vin- 
Ic/ijCy  ri^^ressimi,  and  aggrandizcinent  ?"  Was 
it  not  a  system  of  violence,  to  refuse,  in  the 
midst  of  immense  maritime  preparations,  to 
execute  the   treaty  of  Amiens,  and  forcibly 
to  expel  the  Neapolitan  garrison,  which  was 
never  admitted  into  the  forts,  but  sent  back 
to   Messina  ?     Was  it  not  a  system  of  m^r. 
grandizancnt,  to  seize  upon   Malta  in  direct 
violation  of  the  fitith  of  treaties,  and  thus  to  { 
domineer  at  pleasure  over  the  whole  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  Mediterranean  ? 
And  yet,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  whose  I 
"  systeiii  of  violence  and  aggrandizement"  is  i 
the  sole  cause  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  , 
does  not  blush  to  prefer,    still  further,   his  ' 
charges  against  the  French  government !  j 

*'   I'hei/  have  continued  "  he  exclaims,  "  to  | 
keep  a  Frf:nclt  annii  in  Holland  against  the  vjill,  \ 
and  in  defiance  of  ike  remonstrances  of  the  Ba-  j 
tavian    Government^    and    in    repugnance    to  ' 
treaties.     They  have^  in  a  period  of  peace,  I 
invaded  the  territory,  and  violated  the  inde-  \ 
pendence  of  the  Siviss  nation,  in  defiance  of  the  ' 
treaty  of  Luneville.     They  have  annexed  to  the  | 
dominions  of  France,  Piedmont,  Parma,  Pla- 
centia,  and  the  island  of  Elba,  witliout  allot- 
ting any  provision  to  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
ivhom  they  have  despoiled  of  the  most  valuable 
part  of  his  territory,  though  they  ivere  bound  by 
a  solemn  engagement  to  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia'^." 

This  charge  is  as  unfoanded  as  the  pre- 
ceding ones.  This  we  shall  briefly  endea- 
vour to  prove:  1st.  li^cth  respect  to  Holland: 
At  the  moment  of  the  King's  Message,  it  was 
not  known  whether  or  not  the  Cape  was  eva- 
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cuafcd,    but    it    was  positively    known    that 
Malta  and  Alexandria  were  not.     'J'iie  stay  of 
the  French  troopb  in  Ilolland  was  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  i\v.-  garrisons  which  the 
English  kept  up,  and  were  incessantly  v:\.v- 
inenting,  at  Malta.     Besides,  the  stay  of  the 
French  troop;  in  Holland  gave  no  offence  to 
tlic   Batavian  government,    whilst   the  rein- 
forcement of  the  garrison  of  Malta,  and  the 
non-admission  of  the  Neapolitan  garrison  into 
t..e  forts  of  that  island,  discovered  to  Kurone 
a  project  of  ambition  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  a  premeditated  violation  of  a  solemn  trea- 
ty of  general  peace. — If,  by  an  article  in  the 
Ireaiy  of  /Vniiens,  France  had  been  obligated 
to  evacuate   Holland,  the    non-cxecu!ion  of 
the  conditions  accepted   by  England,  would 
have  released  her  from  her  engagement.   But 
so  far  is  this  from  being  the  case,  that  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  sti|>ulatcs  in  no  shape  what- 
ever, for  the  evacuation  of  Holland:   France, 
nevertheless,  concluded  a  treaty  with  HoJand, 
in  which  she  expressed  her  readiness  to  with- 
draw .JOOOmen  who  still  remained  tiiere,  the 
moment  the  execution  of  the  treaty  in   the 
three  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  particularly 
the  evacuation  of  the   Cape,  was  knov.m  to 
have  taken  place.     In  addition  to  this,  France 
has  repeatedly  declared,  during  the  period  of 
the  late  neg:)tiations,  her  willingness  to  eva- 
cuate Holland,  the  instant  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  of  yVmiens  were  completely   ful- 
filled.     '  • 

2nd.  With  regard  to Sn-iizerl  ind :  the  French 
government  engaged,  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
to  evacuate  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the 
states  of  the  Pope;  it  did  not  engage  to  eva- 
cuate Switzerland.  At  the  conclusion  of  the' 
treaty  of  Amiens,  there  were  no  fewer  thaa  • 
twelve  thousand  French  troops  in  Helvetia! 
It  is,  therefoie,  unirue  to  assert,  that  since 
the  sigiiature  of  this  treaty  France  "has  in-  ■ 
vaded  the  territory  of  Switzerland."  But,  ia 
framing  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  it  is  not 
Switzerland  that  was  acknowledged;  it  is  the' 
"  Helvetic  lie  public,  one,  ana  Jtich  a<  it  existed 
at  the  sigtialure  cf  this  treaty^  France,  from 
her  territorial  and  political  situation  with  Swit- 
zerland, possessed  the  natural  obligation  of 
retaining  French  troops  in  those  unfortunate 
countries,  in  order  to  preserve  them  from  the 
fatal  influence  of  British  agents,  who  poured 
into  it  their  poison  and  th^ir  gold,  and  made 
it  the  leceptacle  of  their  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, their  merchandize,  and  their  abomi- 
nable calumnies  against  France. — The  Hel- 
vetic senate  demanded,  ofhciallv,  the  inter- 
vention of  France,  in  order  that  a  term  might 
be  put  to  their  dreadful  intestine  commotions. 
It  was,  then,  at  the  express  desire  of  the  Hel- 
vetic government,  that  f  ranee  interfered  in 
the  unfortunate  affairs  of  lielvetia.  Hut  why 
*  N  n  a  ■ 
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tv'as  Ihis  republic  necessitated  to  throw  hendf 
tipon  l/ance?   And  .wV.y  did  France  behold 
herself  obliged  to  interfere?    The   King  of 
England   answers   these    questions    himself, 
when  he   informs   us,    that  "  measures  nvere 
taken  by  him  to  ascertain  the   real  siUiaii^n  and 
hvith  s  of  ih-f  Sijoiss  CantonsJ'  '''     Now,  it  was 
iiot  the  Swiss  Cantons  which  were  acknow- 
ledged at  lAmeville,  but  the  Helvetic  PvCpub- 
lic,  existing  in  a  system  of  unity.    Thus,  then, 
while  his  Britannic  Majesty  was  ^enerouslj  la- 
bouring to  assist  the  Swiss  Cantons,  and  to 
light  up  the  torch  of  civil  discord,  it   is   he 
alone  who  has  been  endeavouring  to  destroy 
one  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Lune- 
ville.     This  avowal,  on  the  part  of  the  King 
of  England,  is  extremely   remarkable  jn  the 
same  manifesto,  in  which  he  complains,  that 
Fraiice    has    appeased    the    civil    dissensions 
which  it  was  so  much  his  interest  to  excite! 
' — Switzerland,    however,    has    at    last  arriv- 
ed at  a.  slate  of  perfect  tranquillity.      The 
French  troops,  far  from  violating  her  inde- 
pendence, have  secured  to  her  repose,  and 
her  ancient  conslitniions ;  for  she  now  enjoys 
the  same  system  of  government,  as  she  pos- 
sessed before  the  blow  aimed  at  her  existence 
by  the  Executive  Directory,  and  has  regained 
her  ancient  customs,  her  ancient    manners, 
and  her  ancient  federation.     Such  is  the  tes- 
tim:niy   which    the   powers   bordering  upon 
Swiizerland   have  borne    to  the  conduct  of 
Frai^cij.     For  the  King  of  England  tells  us, 
wilh  extreme  candour,  "  that  having  ascer- 
lainid  the  sentiments  of  the  olh,.r cabinets  of  Europe, 
he  has  learned,  'with  the  ut7nost  regret,  that  none 
■  of  ike  ponvis  most  immediately   interested  in  pre- 
''vcnting  these  repealed  infractions  of  tna/ies  and 
■acts  of  tuoletjce,   had  manifested  ?io  disposition  to 
counteract  them\ .''     if,  then,    Austria   herself, 
in  spite  of  the  instigations  of  the  cabinet  of 
London,  does  not  conceive  that  France  has 
committed  "  acts  of  'vioL-ncc,'^  or  ""  infractions 
of  treaties,''  why  has  not  this  testimony  ot  the 
*'  cabinets  the  most  imnjidiately  interested,''  a  tes- 
timony every  way  favourable  to  France,  ar- 
rested the  turbulent  ar.d  insidious  pen  ot  the 
author  of  the  Anglican  manifesto; 

3rd.  The  King  of  England  is  not  a  whit 
more  correct  in  what  concerns  the  "  u^rion  of 
I'ied/nQi.'t,  Parma,  flacentia,  and  the  island  of 
I,lba,  'without  allotting  any  pro-vision  to  the  King 
of  Sardinia.''  From  this  expression  in  the 
roval  declaration,  one  would  be  led  to  sup- 
pose, that,  at  the  moment  of  signing  the 
treaty  of  Amiens  (Vcntose,  year  10^,  the 
King  of  Sardinia  v.'as  still  reigning  at  Turin, 
On  the  contrary,  this  Sovereign  had  lost  Pied- 
niont  long  before  that  period,  \yhich  country 
was  united  and  incorporated  with  France  at 
the  iv.i'  1  of  I 'sat  treaty.     The  customs  and  na- 
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(ional  administrations  were  completely  estab- 
lished, organized,  and  in  full  activity.     This 
union  was  so  evidently  completed,  and  a  di- 
plomatic  fact  of  such   notoriety,  that  at  the 
conferences  at  Amiens,  Lord  Corna-vallis  offered  to 
ackno'wledge    Etruria,    provided  France    'would 
restore  Piedmont  to  the   King  of  Sardinia.      This 
proposition  was,  however,  rejected.     If,  then, 
England,    in  the  year  10,  did  not  make  the 
restitution  of  Piedmont  one  of  the  conditions 
of  peace,  on  what  ground  does  she  make,  in 
the  year    11,  the  retention  of  Piedmont  by 
France  a  ground  of  hostilities  ?  This  portion 
of  the  manifesto  is  as  absurd  and  contradictory, 
as  it  is  disgusting  and  contemptible. — To  hear 
the  complaints  of  England   on   the  union  of 
Piedmont  to  France,  one  would  imagine  his 
Britannic  Majesty  was  touched  wilh  the  most 
lively  interest  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia.    But,  no!  He,  apparently,  manitesled 
the  same  disposition  at  the  framing  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens.     The  French  government 
proposed  to  him,    to    leave  Ceylon  to   the 
Dutch,  and  in  lieu  of  that  island,  to  make 
such  an  arrangement   in  behalf  of  the  King 
of  Sardinia,    as  he  might  propose:  but  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  who  takes  in  the  fate 
of  all  sovereigns,  but  a  speculative  and  purely 
diplomatic  interest,  speedily  decUned  the  pro- 
position; and  the  King  ot  Sardinia  saw  him- 
self abandoned  by  the  very  man,  who  has  set 
himself  up,  in  the  present  manifesto,  for  his 
ostensible  deiender.— -Thus,  then,  since  his. 
Britannic  Majesty  lias  been  unwilling  to  make 
any  sacrifices  lor  the  King  of  Sardinia,  nvho^ 
assuredly.^  lost  his  eslales  from  his   alliance  'with 
England ;  or  make  any  stipulation  for  him  in 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  why,  from  the  present 
condition  of  that  prince,  conjure   up  a  cause 
of  complaint  against  the  French  government? 
We    might,    perhaps,    be    contented,  as   an 
equivalent  for  Piedmont,  with  the  restitution 
of  the  estates  of  Tippoo  Saib  to  his  unfortu- 
nate children  !   But,    the  fact  is,  that  when 
Flngland  spoke  of  tlie  King  of  Sardinia  in  her 
ultimatum,  she  was  told  that  the  French  govern- 
ment were  extremely  willing  to   treat  upon 
that  subject.     Whv,  then,  make  a  ground  of 
war,  of  what  was  a  proposed  article  of  ne- 
gotiation? 

With  respect  to  the  island  of  Elba,  Porto 
Ferrajo,  the  ptincipal  town  was  given  up  to 
France,  in  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
by  the  English  garrison  itself;  and  the  treaty 
existing  between  France  and  the  King  of 
Etruria  was  known  to  all  Europe. 

AiS  to  Parma  and  Placcntia,  it  is  not  true 
that  these  countries  are  united  to  France. 

With  regard  to  the  officious  interest  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  is  pleased  to  take  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  engagements  subsisting  between 
France  and  Russia,  we  shall  only  observe, 
that  France  has  proposed  the  mediation  of 
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the  Emperor  of  Russia  on  the  different  points 
in  dispute,  and  that  his  Imperial  Majesty  will 
then  decide  which  of  tlie  two  powers  has 
been  the  most  equitable  in  this  respect.  Be 
it  as  it  may ;  the  stipulations  which  France 
may  have  made  with  the  cabinet  of  St.  Feters- 
burgh,  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  will  not  be 
caUed  upon  to  execute.  It  is  really  a  pity, 
that  this  latter  cabinet  does  not  e^-deavour  tu 
get  rid  of  those  notions  of  universal  monarchy, 
and  that  rage  for  imagining  itself  the  sover- 
eign (director  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe! 

4th  Chargh.  "  //  ru-as  about  ihis  time," 
,savs  the  royal  manifesto,  "  that  the  French  go- 
'vernment  Jirsl  distinctij  aduanced  the  principle, 
that  his  Msjfsij  had  no  ri^hl  to  co?nplain  of  the 
conduct,  or  to  interfere  nvith  the  proceedings  of 
France,  on  any  point  tvhich  did  not  fur m  a  pait  of 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the 
prctensiofi  to  exclude  his  Majesty  from  any  right  to 
interfere  nvith  respect  to  the  concerns  of  other  poiv- 
ers."*  On  this  subject  his  Majesty  enters 
into  a  long,  metaphysical  discussion  of  the 
*'  state  of  possession^  the  engagements  existing  at 
the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens^'  and  concludes 
with  invoking  the  *'  general  lai-v  of  tiotionsy 
• — Aw  imperious  senilment  of  indignation  dic- 
tates various  replies  to  the  e  charges.  ///  the 
first  place:  did  the  French  government  ever 
make  use  ol  these  expressions?  Have  its  mi- 
nisters or  arabassadois  ever  produced  a  single 
official  note,  or  diplomatic  paper,  containing 
such  propositions? — Secondly,  if  (jreat  Britain 
takes  upon  herself  to  interfere  in  the  concerns 
of  Europe,  she  must,  on  her  part,  permit  the 
continent  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  India. 
If  England  will  meddle  with  the  affairs  of  con- 
tinental Europe,  she  must  not  incessantly  at- 
tack the  rights  of  sov^ereignty  and  independ- 
ance  of  oiher  nations,  by  insuUing  their  flag, 
by  visiting  their  neutral  vessels,  and  by  arro- 
gating to  herself  the  intolerable  pretension  of 
exclusive  supremacy  over  the  seas. — Thirdly, 
the  most  recent  facts  contradict  the  assertion 
of  the  King  of  England.  Has  he  not  lately 
.,voted  on  the  subject  of  the  arrangements  of 
the  Germanic  empire?  He  has  not,  then, 
been  "  prevented  from  interfering  in  the 
concerns  of  the  continent.'' — Fourthly,  if  the 
French  government  had  been  desirous  to  ex- 
■i' elude  the  King  of  England  from  all  interfe- 
f'^ence  in  the  concerns  of  the  continent,  it 
i  could  only  have  done  so,  in  concert  with  ah 
^■jthe  other  continental  powers ;  and  if  this 
concert,  which,  one  day,  the  ambition,  arro- 
.'gance,  usurpation,  and  perfidy  which  charac- 
Cterize  the  operation^  of  England,  will  rend-r 
'but too  necessary,  had  already  existed,  from 
.that  moment  her  interference  in  the  concerns 
of  the  continent  would  iiave  been'irrevocablv' 
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interdicted. — The  King  of  England  has  only 
set  up  thi;.  pretended  charge  because  he  tecls, 
l^eforehand,  thejusliceof  such  a  measure,  in 
the  real  interests  of  Europe.  W  hat  powers 
are  tliev,  that  would  consent  to  connnit  their 
destiny  into  his  hands?  Is  it  the  Emperor  or 
Germany?  No!  for  has  not  that  prirrce been 
shamefully  abandoned  by  the  Engiisli  govern- 
ment; he,  who,  for  the  interest  of  Cireat 
Britain  alone,  endangered  his  crown,  and  the 
security  of  his  posscssicr.s?  Did  not  the  Eng- 
lish go'i'ernment  refu:e  its  consent  to  a  mari- 
time armistice  until  tl^e  Fiench  army  were  at 
the  very  gates  of  V'ienna?  Flas  it  not  con- 
stantly paid  with  great  irregularity  the  disas- 
trous subsidies  it  had  promised  him?  Similar 
to  a  vile  usurer,  lias  it  not  caused  him  to  siiifer 
immense  losses  in  the  discount  and  exchnnge  of 
the  suius  it  conveyed  him  ?  Certainly,  if  the 
Enghsh  government  were  desirous  of  securing 
allies  on  the  continent,  it  ought  to  have  re- 
linquished its  desire  of  seizing,  by  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  on  Ceylon  and  Trinidad,  in  or- 
der to  -btain  an  increase  of  territory  fur  Aus- 
tria, which  had  suffered  so  heavily  iipon  its 
account. —  vVliat,  on  the  contrary,  has  L-een 
tne  conduct  of  the  British  government?  It 
has  abandoned  tl;e  Emperor;  it  has  concluded 
a  separate  peace,  in  which  it  has  taken  especial 
care  to  secure  to  itself  an  inciease  of  itrritorv, 
influence,  and  colonies. — Is  it  tne  Elector  pf 
Bavaria  ?i No!  for  this  prince  forfeited  the 
greater  part  of  his  estates  in  the  service  of  t^e 
common  cause;  and  Great  Britain  has  taken 
no  interest  in  its  restitution. — is  ittlie  iCing  of 
■Sardinia?  Certainly  not!  im;  to  support  the 
impious  cause  of  England,  it  was,  that  i.e  took 
part  in  a  war  which  cost  him  Piedmont;  und 
v^t,  t':e  English  government  would  not  con- 
sent to  make  any  sacrifice  for.  the  benefit  of 
this  imfortunate  sovereign. -^ — Is  it  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia?  No!  for  did  not  tt.e  English 
government  atrociously  sacrifice  t  e  Hussian 
armv  in  MoUand?  Did  it  not  expose  i(,  sin  ly, 
to  ail  the  impetuosity  of  the  French  trorps  in 
the  memo'-able  battle  of  the  Helder?  Has  it 
not  so  far  carried  its  abandonment  of  the  in- 
terests of  a  nation,  which  had  voluntarily 
served  in  its  cause,  as  to  refuse  to  exchange 
the  soldiers  of  the  Emperor  taken  in  tliat 
dav's  battle,  against  the  French  prisoners  in 
Eiigland? — Is  ;1  the  powers  of  the  Bal'jc  ? 
No!  for  has  not  the  Enghsh  govern mcit  .e- 
peatedly  proclaimed  its  ambitious  pre  lent  io^, 
thai  it  alone  possesses  the  right  of  cU.ing  what- 
ever it  pleases  upon  the  ocean,  because  its 
marine  is  the  most  powerfut  ?  Has  i(  not  re- 
peatedly forfeited  the  good-will  of  these  pow- 
ers, by  oppressing  tiieir  maritime  commerce, 
by  threatening  to  mt^ke  itself  master  of  the 
Sound,  by  bombi-.r.iing  ihtir  capitals,  and  by 
alarming  their  cabiticts?  In  recently  gi'ring 
*  N^n  n  2 
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Ills  vote  in  <he   PIousc  of  Lonls,  did  not  a  ] 
son  of  the  King  of  England  tear  aside  the 
political  mask  which  still  covered  the  extent 
of  the  atrocitv  of  British  ambition  and  British  ' 
piracy?    "  I  hope,"  said  the  Duke  of   Cla- i 
rence,  "  that  we  shall  shortly  be  in  a  situation  { 
to  say  to  France,  you  shall  Kot  ha've  St.  Do^iin-  j 
go  ;  you  shall  not  hnve  Louisiana  ;  to  Spam,  jo/^ 
shall  not  ha've  the  Uhridas ;  and   to  all   those 
who  are  protected  by  the  all-powerful  Con- 
sul, you  shall  have  nothing  but  ivhat  Great  Bri- 
tain pleases  to  Lt  yore  have'''"     This  haughty 
and  insulting  language  of  the  roval  family  is 
sufficiently  clear,  sufHciently  stimulating  for 
the  powers  of  the  north  and  south  of  Europe. 
Thus,  England,  by  her  insolent   egotism, 
her  turbulent  politics,  her  diplon^.atic  tvran- 
aiy,  her  boundless  ambition,  and  her  abomi- 
nable perfidy,  is  alone  driven  from  the  con- 
tinent, and  excluded  from  interfering  in  the 
concerns  of  Europe.     It  is  her  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  faith  of  treaties, 

■  which  has  rendered  her  foreign  and  odious  to 
the  powers  of  the  continent.  It  is  her  sys- 
tem of  prohibition,  her  navigation  act,  her 
hire  of  battalions,  her  plan  of  corruption  and 
renalit\-,  and  her  constant  habit  of  treaiing 
with  slates  and  cabinets  like  avaricious  mer- 
ehants,  disposing  of  their  gold  at  the  highest 
rate,  and  on  the  most  burthensome  condi- 
tions. Such  is  the  tutelar  government  which 
proposes  to  us  a  '•  state  of  possession\'  as  if  no 
change  could  take  place  in  Europe  without 
its  interference  and  permission!  Such  is  the 
immutable  government  which  tells  us  of  "  en- 
gagements subsisting  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  ;"  as  if  the  interests  not  specified  in 
the  treaty,  might  undergo  no  variation,  but 
bv  its  express  permission  !  Such  is  the  op. 
\tTi\cntn\  faithful  io  the  religion  of  treaties, 
which  opposes  to  us  the  ''  general  la'W  of  na- 
tions T  It  well  becomes  you,  violent  usurper 
of  the  island  of  Malta,  to  speak  of  the  "•law 
of  nations  antecedent  to  all  political  agree- 
ments, and  alwavs  superior  to  all  treaties  I" 
Has  the  treaty  of  Amiens  been  executed  bv 
P^ngland,  or  has  it  not  r  Has  the  island  of 
Malta  been  evacuated,  or  has  ii  not?  Such 
are  the  questions  of  fact,  presented  to  the 
view  of  all  Europe.  Neither  the  raving  me- 
tapi.ysics  of  Mr.  Pitt,    the  subtleties  of  the 

■  British  cabinet,  nor  roval  manilestos,  can, 
in  any  degree,  change  the  nature  of  this  es- 
sential fact.  Malta  is  not  evacuated ;  this 
island  is  not  restored  to  its  masters ;  the  Me- 
diterranean is  no  longer  free;  and  the  com- 
merce of  all  nations  is  in  the  hands  of  Eng- 
land.— Worthy  ministers  of  the  King  of  Great 

(Britain  !  oppose  to  this  sublime  invocation  of 
;  the  **  general  law  of  nations,"  the  arbitrary 


orders  you  have  dispatched  to  your  squadrons 
and  battalions,  to  retain  Malta,  and  to  em- 
bark the  Neapolitan  garrison.  Oppose  to 
your  moral  dissertation  on  "  that  natural  law 
which  ought  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  all 
governments,"  the  following  expressions  of 
Mr.  Dundas ;  "  under  what  point  of  view  we 
consider  Malta,  we  shall  see,  that  it  is  to  us 
a  place  of  the  last  importance.  I  maintain 
that  this  island  can  no  longer  be  restored  to 
the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  that 
nve  ought  to  keep  it  for  otirselnjes  ;  ive  ought  to 
keep  It  for  our  oiivn  interest  as  ijoell  as  for  that  of 
the  other  poivcrs;  ive  ought  to  keep  it,  not  onljt 
during  the  ijuar,  but  in  perpetuity  :  the  twr  is 
undertakett  for  Malta,  and  Malta  must  hencefor- 
Hjcard  belong  to  us  for  enjer* T — O!  ve  great 
politicians  of  Europe,  ye  statesmen  of  all 
nations,  ye  orators  of  all  parliaments,  ye 
publicists  of  all  countries,  humble  yourselves 
before  this  sublime  and  consolatory  creed  of 
the  British  government — to  seize  upon  what- 
ever is  convenient ;  to  declare  just  all  they 
can  commit  with  impunity  ;  to  declare  law- 
ful property  all  they  can  obtain,  by  crimes, 
by  violation  of  contracts,  or  bv  infnxtion  of 
treaties  !  Such  is  the  system  of  pohtical  mo- 
rality acted  upon  by  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain'! 

;3th  Charge.  How  has  his  Britanniff 
Majesty  been  able  to  establish  as  a  ground  of 
war,  "  his  being  called  upon  by  the  French 
government  lo  evacuate  the  island  of  Malta  \  ? 
This  assertion  is  altogether  false.  For  though, 
by  the  4  th  paragraph  of  the  10th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  British  troops  were 
to  evacuate  Malta  in  three  months  after  the  eX' 
change  of  ratifications,  nevertheless,  until  the 
moment  of  the  abrupt  and  inaccurate  messag* 
to  parliament,  it  did  not  appear  that  any  de- 
mands had  been  made  to  engage  the  English 
government  lo  evacuate  Malta. — Is  not  this 
an  evident  proof  of  the  patience  and  mode- 
ration of  the  French  government  ?  The  in- 
tention of  the  powers  concerned  was,  to  con- 
stitute Malta  independent,  equally  of  France 
and  of  England.  From  this  motive,  so  con- 
solatory to  all  Europe,  it  was,  that  the  treaty^ 
of  Amiens,  conformable  in  this  respect  to  the 
preliminary  negotiations  carried  on  in  Lon- 
don, imperiously  enjoined  tlie  evacuation  of 
Malta  by  the  British  troops,  in  the  space  of 
three  months  ;  nevertheless,  it  was  not  till 
the  expiration  of  a  year  that  France  demanded 
the  execution  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty. 
Idly  does  the  English  government  descant 
upon  "  the  abolition  of  various  langues,"  the 
"  diminution  of  the  revenues  of  the  order," 
and  its  inability  to  preserve  the  island  inde- 
pendent.    The  treaty  of  Amiens  has  forsi 
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seen  all,  and  refuted  every  objection,  by  the 
provisional  establishment  of  the  Neapolitan 
garrison,  and  the  triple  guarantee  of  the 
powers  of  the  north.  TJnis,  notliing  can 
justify  the  violation  of  the  treaty. 

The  vtdepcndcace  of  Ahdta  is  the  basis 
agreed  on  by  the  powers  concerned.  The 
English  government  has,  therefore,  violated 
the  treaty,  usurped  the  territory  of  the  island, 
destroyed  its  independence,  and  insulted  all 
Europe,  bv  its  violent  and  prolonged  reten- 
tion, as  well  as  by  its  refusal  to  evacuate  a 
possession,  which  neither  can  nor  must  be- 
long to  it,  if  Europe  wishes  for  security,  jus- 
tice, and  commerce. — The  u'hole  of  what 
the  declaration  asserts  with  respect  to  the  gua- 
rantee of  Malta,  'which  it  p-ttends  njuas  refmcd 
by  the  Emperors  of  Gtrmany  and  Russia,  as  lueil 
as  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  are  all  equally  un- 
true. The  official  papers  lately  published 
decidedly  prove  the  very  reverse.  They 
shew  that  those  powers  did  accept  the  gua- 
rantee of  Malta ;  and  that,  after  those  gua- 
rantees had  been  obtained,  and  every  ob- 
stacle removed,  the  F^nglish  government  still 
persisted  in  its  refusal  to  evacuate  Malta,  by 
unveiling  its  lormal  intention  of  making  the 
island  the  perpetual  property  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

With  the  same  want  of  correctness,  the 
declaration  asserts,  that   ^^  since  the  conclusion 
of   the  treaty^   the   lungucs   of   Jiragon  and 
Castile  have  been  separated  from  the  order  by 
Spain,  and  (hat  part  of  the  Italian  langne  has 
been  abolished  hi/  the  annexation  of  I'iedmonl 
and  Parma  to  France  *."     These  langues  have 
not  been  suppressed;  but  had  the  king's  as- 
sertion been  trie,  it  would  not  have  justified 
England  in  violating  the  treaty.     The  Pope 
has  not  yet  declared  himself  on  the  measure 
taken  by  the  King  of  Spain,  and  there  was 
»  every  reason  for  believing  that  an  arrange- 
,    ment  with  his  Catholic  Majesty  might  have 
been  easily  obtained.     As  to  Piedmont,  the 
possessions  of  the  Order  of   Malta  in  that 
country   were  disposed  of    five   years   ago. 
■  The  possessions  of  the  order  in  the  Dutchy 
of  Parma  remain  in  their  former  situation. — 
'  'But,  says  the  King  of  England,  in  justifica- 
"tion  of  his  conduct,  "  there  is  sirong  reason  to 
'  -  believe  that  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  se- 
'  •  questrate  the  property  of  the  Bavarian  lungice, 
<■'■'  and  the  intention  has  been  avowed  of  keeping 
^  the  Russian  langues  within  the  dominions  of  the 
■ ',  Emperor  f ."     This  assertion  is  untrue.     Nei- 
^  ther  the  Russian  nor  Bavarian  langues  have 
*■  been  separated  from  the  order ;  and  France 
'cannot  have  interfered  in  changes  which  have 
'^  no  existence. — Bavaria  and  all  Germany  well 
-  know,  that,  far  from  recommending  the  de- 
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struction  of  the  German  langue*,  the  First 
Consul  has  exerted  his  powerful  interference 
to  procure  them  an  increase  of  possessions. 

Lastly  ;  to  retain  Malta,  there  is  no  exer- 
tion, no  stratagem,  no   subtlety,  no  ?pecies 
of  imposition,  that   the  English  government 
does  not  make  use  of,  when  it  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  his   Majesty,  "  that  he  luis  autho~ 
rized  in  belici-i)ig,  /hat  it  u'rt<  the  determiiuition" 
of  the  J'rciu.'h  govenunent  to  violate  the  articles 
of  the  treaty^    stipulating  the  integrity  of  the 
Turkish  empire^  and  tlie   independau-e  of  the 
Ionian  islands  *."     If  the  independence  of 
these  islands  of  the  Adriatic   have  been  ac- 
knowledged  by  all   powers,  and  if  Russian 
garrisons  have  been  kept  in  them  for  a  cer- 
tain period,  it  hjis  solely  been  for  the  purpose 
of  quieting  the  intestine  divisions  of  tliosc 
unhappy  countries.     The  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia  would,    doubtless,    have    willingly    eva- 
cuated them,  if  he  had  conceived  that,  in  so 
doing,    he    could    have  prevented    England 
from    again    disturbing  the    repose    of    the 
world,  and  the  prosperity  of  nations. — The 
King    of    England    grounds   his    declaration 
upon  "  views''  and   "  projects"  which  he  at- 
tributes to  the  French  government,  "  against 
the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  empire^  and  the 
indtpendence  of  the  Ionian  islands.'^     But  is  it 
lipon  views f  projects,  and  suppositions,  that  a 
wise  government  declares  war  against  a  pow- 
erful one  }    Is  it  in  the  face  of  enlightened 
Europe  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  has 
hoped   to  mask    his  ambition  and    want   of 
fidelity,  by  attributing  to  the  French  govern- 
ment, which  has  stipulated  for,  and  solemnlY 
proclaimed  to  the  world,  the  guarantee  of  the 
integrity  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  the  project  of 
division  or  conquest  ^    Is   it  by   pretended 
conversations,  that   the  English  government 
are  to  be  absolved  for  its  non-fulfilment  of 
the  faith  of  treaties.?     Doubtless,  no;    and 
if,  on  the  points  in  discussion,  Europe  were 
to  deliver  in  her  opinion,  founded  upon  ideas, 
views,  and  projects,    would    she  not   decide 
against    the    English     government  ?      These 
views   of    partition,    these  projects  of    con- 
quest,   were  they  not  clearly  expressed    in 
the  delay  of  the  British  army  in  Egypt ;    a 
country,  which  it  had  engaged  in  the  treaty 
to   evacuate  in    three   months  r    Were   not 
these  views    and  projects   proclaimed  to    all 
Europe,  by  the  conduct  of  England  towards 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  by  the  just  and  ex- 
treme inquietude  expressed  by  that  power.* 
Were  not  these  projects  confirmed  b)'  the  en- 
gagements which  had  already  taken  place  be- 
tween the  British  troops   and  the   T\u-kish 
army,   by  the  correspondence  between  the 
British  army  and  the   Mamelukes,  wlom  it 
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f>a;d  and  supplied  with  ammunition  of  every 
kind :  and,  lastly,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Porte,  "  that  the  English  were  desirous  of  re- 
taining S/icz  and  Alexandria  as  factories  /•" 

Thus,  then,  the  project  of  oppre'^sing  the 
Ottoman  empire  has,  indeed,  been  con- 
ceived ;  but  it  was  by  England,  and  not 
France.  It  is  well  known  to  all  the  cabinets 
of  Europe,  that  previous  to  the  evacuation 
of  Egypt,  the  cabinet  of  London  made  re- 
peated efforts  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and 
with  another  power,  to  retain  this  province, 
the  modern  object  of  its  restless  ambition. 
The  great  importance  it  attaches  to  the  re- 
tention of  Malta  unravels  still  more  this  ul- 
terior project  of  maritime  tyi-anny,  and  uni- 
versal dominion. — If  it  is  asked,  why  Eng- 
land places  su-ch  vast  importance  in  the  pos- 
session of  Malta,  vve  answer — because  she 
wishes  to  establish  there  a  Levant  Companv ; 
the  Bombay  of  which  would  be  Malta,  and 
the  pachas  or  beys  of  Egypt,  Tripoly,  Tunis, 
Candia,  the  Morea,  Albania,  Syria,  Smyrna, 
Ice.  Scx.  its  nabobs.  They  would  be  incited 
to  revolt  against  the  Porte,  which  would  re- 
present the  Court  of  Delhi.  Around  all 
these  beys  and  j)achas  would  be  placed  agents. 
Money  would  be  scattered  in  profusion  ;  and 
every  attempt  to  injure  the  commerce  of 
France  would  be  lavishly  rewarded.  Thus 
would  France  and  Spain  be  entirely  excluded 
fro.m  the  trade  of  the  Levant,  and  we  should 
be  told,  that  the  navigation  of  those  seas  was 
the  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  British 
Crown. — Thus,  v^'ith  the  assistance  of  a  sin- 
gle garrison,  no  great  sums  of  money,  and 
a  series  of  intrigues,  would  England  succeed 
in  excluding  all  Europe  from  the  commerce 
of  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  towns  of  the  Le- 
vant. But  this  dishonourable  thirst  of  gold 
will  hasten  the  downfal  of  Great  Britain. 

6th  Charge.  We  shall  now  proceed  to 
refute  the  unjust  inferences  which  the  King 
of  England  is  desirous  of  drawing  from  Co- 
lonel Sebastiani's  report,  and  the  communi- 
cations of  the  First  Consul  with  the  legisla- 
tive body  and  Lord  Whitworth.  These  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  pleased  to  call  "  tlie 
repeated  outrages  xvhich  the  French  gov  eminent 
have  not  ceased  to  olFcr  to  the  British  croii-n, 
and  the  British  nation  *." — In  the  first  place  ; 
it  is  rather  curious  that  such  a  pretext  of  war 
should  be  urged  by  a  government,  which 
daily  allows  so  many  infamous  libels  and  bare- 
faced insults  to  be  printed  and  published 
against  the  French  government,  and  par- 
ticularly against  its  first  m.agistrate. — Docs, 
then,  (he  King  of  England  wish  to  establish 
a  censorship  over  every  thing  written  and 
'transacted  in   France .?    Is   there,  we  ask,  a 
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single  sitting  of  parliament  In  which  ministers 
have  not  provoked  France,  by  insults  and 
outrages;  now,  upon  the  nature  of  her  go- 
vernment, and  now,  upon  the  perpetual  mis- 
trust and  jealousy  with  "Which  they  should 
watch  her  operations.  Are  not  all  tlieir 
speeches  so  many  philippics  against  her  > 
And  if  the  First  Consul  has  said,  that  he  had 
50,000  men,  was  it  not  for  the  purpose  of 
replying  to  that  '■^  peace  establishment,"  which 
the  British  minister  had  announced,  some 
months  before,  would  be  very  considerable, 
and  nearly  approaching  the  military  establish- 
ment in  time  of  war.^ — A  nation,  which  in 
its  writings,  and  in  the  speeches  of  its  ora- 
tors, insults  every  other  nation  with  which  it 
is  at  peace,  has  founded  four  of  its  charges 
against  France  upon  articles  taken  from  ga- 
zettes and  other  pubhcations  !  ! — We  shall 
not  retail  all  that  has  been  said,  since  the 
peace,  by  ministers,  princes,  and  their  most 
celebrated  parliamentary  speakers.  It  would 
be  offering  an  insult  to  human  nature,  to 
imagine  (hat  we  ought  to  discover  a  ground 
of  war  in  objects,  which,  at  the  utmost, 
could  only  become  the  subject  of  a  duel. 
And  in  this  place, "we  feel  ourselves  obliged 
to  say,  that  it  is  a  most  severe  mi^ortune  for  a 
nation  to  be  governed  by  a  weak,  ignorant, 
and  INEFFICIENT  MINISTRY. — Coloncl  Se- 
bastiani's  report  *  contains  not  a  word  against; 
his  Majesty's  government,  the  British  nation, 
or  the  British  army.  It  attacks,  it  is  true,  a 
colonel  of  that  nation  ;  but  what  has  an  at- 
tack, made  by  an  individual,  to  do  with  the 
important  interests  of  the  two  governments 
of  France  and  England  ?  Is  it  permitted  to 
insert  in  the  balance  of  Europe  the  names 
even  of  all  the  English  colonels,  past,  pre- 
sent, or  to  come  .''  And  ought  Colonel  Stuart 
to  expect  the  high  honour  of  being  revenged 
by  an  European  war  for  a  few  expressions 
uttered  in  Africa,  and  a  few  just  replies  to 
the  insults  offered  to  the  hero  and  the  army, 
which  have  defended  the  world  by  their  vic- 
tories, and  filled  it  with  their  renown  ? 
What !  may  not  a  French  officer  reply  to  in- 
sults proffered  by  a  British  officer  against  the 
army  and  its  chief,  without  entailing  upon 
the  injured  country  all  the  calamities  of  war  ? 
To  what,  then,  is  this  official  recrimination 
reduced  >  The  affair  of  Colonels  Sebastian! 
and  Stuart  is  purely  personal^  and,  conse- 
quently, cannot  become  muional :  the  laws 
of  honour,  and  military  usage,  have  suffi- 
ciently provided  for  such  occurrences.  But, 
does  it  become  the  King  of  England  to  com- 
plain, even  diplomatically,  of  the  answer 
given  by  Coloncl  Sebastiani  to  the  charges 
brought  against  Bonaparte- and  the   French 
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army,  by  a  British  officer,  in  a  publication 
in  vvhicti  he  accuses  Bonaparte  of  liavino 
poisoned  his  army  ;  a  publication,  which  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  receive  with  his 
own  hands  ?  Did  not  Colonel  Sebastiani  de- 
fend his  own  life  against  this  English  ofhcer, 
who  chose,  the  moment  in  which  the  former 
arrived  at  Cairo,  to  accuse  him  before  the 
pacha,  by  sending  him  a  letter,  to  which  was 
joined  an  order  of  the  day,  issued  by  the  First 
Consul,  when  he  commanded  in  Egypt*? 
Alas !  if  satisfactions  of  this  sort  were  to  be 
demanded,  they  might  with  justice  have  been 
demanded  against  the  odious  conduct  of  an 
English  general,  who  endeavoured  to  procure 
the  assassination  of  a  French  othcer,  by  de- 
voting him  to  the  poignards  of  the  Turks. 
We  shall  hereafter  enter  into  the  detail  of  this 
transaction,  as  it  is  essential  to  prove  to  Eu- 
rope the  ridiculous  injustice  of  the  complaints 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  Besides,  nothing 
can  be  too  minute,  when  connected  with  the 
l-ights  of  humanity.  The  King  of  England, 
ever  ingenious  in  seeking  for  o\Urages  to  till 
up  his  manifesto,  discovers  a  fresh  tlenie  of 
comphdnt  in  the  communication  of  the  First 
Co  N  s  u  I,  to  the  legislati've  body  f .  It  is  in  that 
part  of  it,  where  Bonaparte,  in  according 
with  all  the  great  poHticians  and  generals  ot 
Europe,  proclaims  this  great  truth,  that  Eng- 
land, single  handed,  is  no  longer  able  to  contend 
against  France  J.  But  this  is  neither  a  chal- 
lenge, nor  a  vain  boast.  In  this  expressioi. 
of  a  great  general,  and  an  enlightened  states- 
man, we  discover  only  profound  views,  and 
important  political  conclusions.  When  the 
First  Consul,  after  presenting  to  the  legisla- 
tive body  the  situation  of  the  several  powers 
of  Europe,  describes  Great  Britain  as  »o 
longer  able  to  contend  single-handed  against  France^ 
he  only  draws  froin  it  a  conclusion  favour- 
able to  general  pacification.  Besides,  does 
not  England  possess  her  Duke  of  Clarence  to 
guard  her  from  every  attack  on  the  part  of 
France?  "/  desire,"  ^said  this  prince  most 
.eloquently,  "  /  desire  to  see  the  French  nation 
employ  its  -vast  resources,  to  con'vince  this  poiuer- 
.ful  Consul,  thatiue  are  capable  of  contending  sin- 
gle-handed against  France,  and  against  all  those 

■  'that  may  Join  her.     1  desire  to  see  Great  Britain 

■  chastise   France  ;  it  nx-ill  not  be  the  first  time  she 
Jpas  done  so."— No  \  France  does  not  consider 

.this  language  ot  the  Duke  of  Clarence  an 
-outrage  against  her.  Victorious  over  all  co- 
alitions, triumphant  over  all  the  crimes  and 
.  intrigues  paid  for  by  British  gold,  she  cannot 
,€onceive  herself  wounded  by  the  contempti- 
,ble  rodomontades  of  a  young  lord,  who  fan- 
.:f  ies  that  France  can  be  chastised  in  the  same 
.  planner  as    France   formerly    chastised   the 


Duke  of  York  and  his  soldiers  at  Ilonscolc, 
and  oij  the  downs  of  Dunkirk.  It  well  be- 
comes a  young  EngUsh  prince  to  brave  thus 
the  warhke  spirit  ol  France,  at  the  moment 
when  she  has  scarcely  laid  down  her  victori- 
ous arms,  at  the  moment  when  the  star  of 
Albion  grows  pale,  when  her  national  debt 
threatens  to  swallow  up  all  her  riches,  when 
oppressed  India  approaci;es  even  nearer  the 
verge  of  revolution  than  humiliated  Ireland, 
when  hberty  is  prejiaring  the  expulsion  of  the 
English  from  the  Antilles,  when  continental 
Europe,  at  length  alive  to  her  real  interests, 
beholds  with  joy  the  approaching  destruction 
of  the  trident  which  sways  the  subjugated 
universe.  Has  this  young  prince  forgotten 
those  lessons  of  experience,  for  which  Eng- 
land has  paid  so  dear  ?  Does  he  not  know 
that  FORTY-FIVE  dcscents  upon  this  same 
Great  Britain  have  been  successful  ?  Does 
he  not  know  that  a  handful  of  Normans  were 
sr.flicient  to  chastise  England,  and  dictate  to 
her  the  law. 

The  communications  made  by  the  First 
Consul  to  the  legislative  body  are,  then,  no 
more  insults  upon  the  luiglish  government, 
than  are  his  communications  witli  Lord  Whit-^ 
worth.  J)/,  i/iejirst  place,  it  is  certain  that  this 
conversation,  the  details  of  which  this  am- 
bassador transmitted  to  his  government,  is 
false  in  its  principal  parts ;  it  has  been  for- 
mally contradicted  in  the  official  journal*. 
Besides,  M'hat  the  First  Consul  really  did  say, 
he  had  previously  said  in  his  message  to  the 
legislative  body  a  few  days  before ;  "  The 
Ottoman  em[)ire  is  crumbling  on  all  sides,  but 
it  is  the  interest  of  France  to  uphold  it."'  Se- 
condly  :  it  is  published  by  a  government,  con- 
victed of  having  changed,  mutilated,  and 
shamefully  falsified  the  most  important  parts 
of  the  official  negotiations,  lately  printed  and 
laid  before  parliament.  Thiidly :  when  the 
First  Consul  expressed  a  wish  to  indulge  Lord 
Whitworth  with  a  private  interview,  it  was 
not,  assuredly,  to  furnish  the  Machiavelian 
government  of  London  with  weapons  against 
himself,  but  purely  to  convince  the  English 
ambassador  of  his  real  views,  his  moderate 
sentiments,  and  the  love  of  peace  by  which 
the  French  government  was  actuated. — 
Lastly,  could  it  be  imagined  that  there  exist- 
ed a  government,  established  for  more  than  a 
century,  renowned  for  its  political  skill,  and 
the  regularity  of  its  dij)lomafic  proceedings, 
that  does  not  blush  to  grotmd  a  declaration  or 
\yar  upon  ficivs,  ideas,  hnliciitiom,  suspicions^ 
and  conjectures  ;  upon  fugitive  conversations, 
incorrectly  stated,  as  well  as  incorrectly  in- 
terpreted ? — It  is,  nevertheless,  upon  another 
conversation  of  the  First  Consul  with  Lord 
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Whitworth,  in  the  presence  of  the  diplomatic 
body,  that  his  Majesty  wishes  to  found  a  fresh 
example  of  provocation  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government ;  as  if,  on  the  day  when 
tlte  first  message  of  the  King  of  England  was 
known  at  Paris,  it  were  possible  ior  a  first 
magistrate,  whose  every  action  is  d;ct..ted  by 
honour  and  trutli,  could  so  far  contain  him- 
self as  to  dissemble  the  profound  indignation 
v'hich  falsehood  and  want  of  fidelity  must 
ever  inspire.  If  we  consider  the  situation  in 
which  he  found  himself  placed,  the  conduct 
of  the  First  Consul  was  extremely  moderate  ; 
he  discovered  on  the  occasion  the  energy  of 
his  mind,  and  his  sincere  love!  of  peace. 
After  a  message  so  insulting  to  the  French 
nation,  after  a  message  founded  upon  too  evi- 
dent untruths,  after  a  message  falsely  an- 
nouncino-  that  "  veiy  comidcruUcprcpaTalions 
were  carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  France,  and 
that  discussions  of  great  importance  ii-ere  sub- 
sistino;  hettceen  the  tivo  governments'^,"  there  is 
no  power,  no  government,  that  would  not 
have  broken  off  all  communication  v\'ith  a 
power,  capable  of  rekindling  the  torch  of 
war  by  such  unfovmded  assertions. 

How  could  the  King  of  England  present 
also  to  his  parhament,  as  a  legitimate  ground 
of  war,  a.  Hamburgh  paper]-,  containing  a  pre- 
tended article  inserted  by  the  interference  of 
the  French  minister,  " propagating,"  accord- 
ing to  his  opinion,  "  the  most  offensive  and 
vnfonnded  calumnies  against  his  Majesty  and 
his  rrorerumoUX"  His  Britannic  Majesfv,  in 
preferring  such  a  charge,  must  have  imagined 
that  a  French  commissary  would  not  have 
been  permitted  to  shew  to  the  world,  that 
his  Majesty  has  been  induced,  by  his  wise 
and  able  ministry,  to  communicate  to  the 
English  nation  two  most  revolting  falsehoods, 
in  his  first  message  to  parliament ;  that 
^'  considerable  preparations  were  carrying  on 
in  the  ports  of  France,"  and  that  "  discussions 
of  great  importance  were  subsisting- between 
the  two  governments."  If  to  prove  the  evi- 
dent fallacy  of  these  two  assertions  be  to  in- 
sult his  Majesty,  and  calumniate  his  go- 
vernment, what  must  we  say  of  that  mass  of 
scandalous  libels,  of  gross  insults,  and  bitter 
calumnies,  which  daily  appear  in  the  Eng- 
lish journals  under  the  authority  of  the  King 
and  his  ministers ;  journals  which  have  in- 
undated Europe,  and  insulted,  principally 
since  the  conclusion  of  peace,  the  honourable 
head  of  the  French  government?  What 
name  can  we  give  to  a  systemof  government, 
which  declares  inviolable,  or  rather  un- 
punishable, these  periodical  calumniators, 
provided  thev  asperse  the  governors  of  other 
nations,  and  incessantly  labour  to  decry  the 


*  Sec  p.  403.     t  Sec  p.  527.      X  ^^^  P- 


r-iy. 


governments  of  other  coxintrles.?  provided 
thet  carry  on  a  vile  and  disgraceful  warfare 
against  all  the  great  men  and  enlightened  go- 
vernments, unwilling  to  acknowledge  the 
universal  supremacy  of  England,  or  humble 
themselves  before  the  super-eminent  abilities 
of  her  prudent  and  sagacious  ministers? 

"  For  the  purpose  of  degrading^  "vilifying,  and 
inmlting  his  Majesty  and  his  governments'  con- 
tinues the  Roval  Declaration,  "  the  Frevch go* 
'vernment  has  repeatedly  culled  upon   him,  to  'vio» 
late  the  ln<ws  of  hospitaliiy,  luith  respect  to  per- 
sons nvho  had  found  an  asylum  luithin  his  domi- 
nions, and  against  ivhast  conduct  no  charge  luhat- 
euer  has  at  any  time  been  stihstantiattd* ."     One 
must  be  totally  unsupplied  witli  reasons,  or 
extremely  blind  in  its  hatred,  to  present  simi- 
lar grounds  of  war ;  for  it  will  scarcely  be 
credited,  that  this  government,  which  now 
complains,  that  the  French  government  called 
upon  it,  in  the  name  of  justice  and  of  gene- 
ral security,  to  remove  to  a  distance  a  few 
poisoners,  assassins,  and  hired  calumniators, 
shamefully  protected  in  the  British  islands,  is 
the  same  government  vcMkXx  proposed  lo  France 
the  banishment  of  those  'very  <vorttches,  in  return 
for  the  occupation  of  Malta  for  ten  yfors.     If, 
then,  France  would  have  consented  to  violate 
a  irealv,  England  would  have  consented  io 
"  violate  the  laws  of  hospitality."     If  France 
had  been  willing  to  abandon  to  the  English 
the  commerce  uf  all  nations,  Great  Britain, 
grateful  for  the  favour,  would  have  consent- 
ed to  transport  a  handful  of  abandoned  rr.is- 
creants.     But  France  refused  to  subject  ttie 
navigation  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  these 
acknowledged   malefactors  instantly  became, 
in  the  estimation  of  Great  Britain,  men  of 
irreproachable  lives,  against  whom  she  can- 
not  *'  violate  the  laws  of  hospitality."     Such 
is  the  government  which  boasts  of  its  morali- 
ty, moderation,  and  justice,  and  whici;  com- 
plains of  calumnies,  insults,  and  provocations! 
Such  are  its  noble  and   generous  motives  for 
rekindling  the  torch  of  war  throughout  all 
Europe  !— A  few  bales  of  merchandize  not 
freely  received  into  France,  while  the  Eng- 
lish repel  from  their  country  our  territorial 
productions ; — a  few  commercial  agents,  ob- 
taining the  soundings  of  harbours,  and  mili- 
tary surveys  of  towns,  printed  and  to  be  pro- 
cured every  where,  while  we  receive  with- 
out suspicion  the  thousands  of  English  who 
visit  us  ; — a  few  Swiss  cantons,  which  France 
has  not  wished  to  see  torn  to  pieces  by  inter- 
nal dissentions,  nor  invaded  by  foreign  wars, 
v.hile  the  English  sent  into  it  emissaries,  arms, 
ammunitions,  and  plans  of  civil  extermination  ; 
— a  few  French  troops  stationed  in  Holland, 
while  the  English   organized  secret  plans  of 
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ambition  upon  this  country  and  its  colonies; 
■ — a  few  invitations  to  the   English  to  evacu- 
ate   Malta,    in   execution   of  the   treaty  of 
Amiens,    while    they    complained    in    their 
journals,  that  France  would  not  execute  it  on 
her  part ; — a  few  iJcos  or  smpkio^n  that  France 
still  coveted    Egyj>t    and  the  Ionian  islands, 
while     the   English  left  their  troops    in   Al- 
exandria    for     twelve     months     after     the 
treaty  of    Amiens,    and   \vould  not    evacu- 
ate    Malta ; — a     few    conversations     incor- 
rectly   stated,    and     faithlessly    interpreted, 
while  the  EngUsh  in  their  journals  incessantly 
insulted  France  and  the  chief  of  its  govei'n- 
ment.     Such  are  the  weighty  and   legitimate 
causes  of  the  present  "  just  and  necessary  war ;" 
causes  officially  bid  before  the  nation  by  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  who  declares,  at  the  close 
of  his  manilesto,  that  "  he  is  solelj  acitmtcd  by  a 
sense  of  i^jhat  is  due  to  the  honour  of  his  croiun, 
and  the  interests  of  his  people  ;  and  by  an  anxioits 
dtsire  to  obstruct  the  farther  progress  of  a  system, 
nvhich,  if  not  resisted,  7nay  pio'vejatal  to  c'Vi.ry  jf.iart 
of  the  civilized 'World*.''  King  of  Great  Britain  ! 
You  speak  of  the  honour  of  your  cio-jon  in  de- 
claring a  new  war  ;  but  you  are  silent  on  the 
honour  of  your  royal  ivordm  maintaining  a  so- 
lemn treaty  of  peace  I     You  are  penetrated 
for  the  interests  of  your  people^  who  could  not  con- 
tain their  joy  when  you  signed  the  peace,  and 
you  invoke  the  interests  of  the  same  people, 
when  your  declaration  of  war  saddens  all  the 
reflecting  and  industrious  classes  of  your  sub- 
jects !     You  speak  of  the  desire  of  obstructing 
the  farther  progress  of  a  sy  stern  nvhich  may  prove 
fatal  to  every  part  of  the  ci'-vilized  ivorld,  and 
the  better  to  civilize  the  world,  you  restore  to 
it  all  the  calamities  of  war !     Alas  !  of  what 
system  do  you  speak  ?     Of  that  system  of 
ponuer,  domhiion,  and  aggrandizement^  of  which 
your   minisierial    orators    incessantly    accuse 
France,  to  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  all   na- 
tions the  colossal  power,  the  insatiable  ambi- 
titm,  and  the  perpetual  aggrandizement    of 
England  ?      Would  you  speak  of  the  energy, 
the  ambition,  and  the  vast  political  views  of 
the  P'irst  Consul,  v/hom  your  journalists  and 
diplomatists  are  incessantly  striving  to  injure 
in  the  estimation  of  other  governments  ?    But 
let  your  periodical  libellists,  your  orators,  and 
your  diplomatic  men  revile,  as  much  as  they 
please,  a  life  so  glorious,  and  a  government 
so  energetic  ;  let  them,  in  their  unjust  and 
contumelious  language,  call  the  dignity  with 
which  they  charge  the  French  government 
pride;  its  immoveable  career  in  well-doing, 
stubbornness ;  its  profound  energy  of  execution, 
severity;  its  avowed  determination  never  to 
suffer  the  French  nation  to  be  insulted  arro- 
gance;  its  views  for  the  defejice  and  security 
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I  of  the  south  of  Europe,  amhlthn\;  such  cen- 
'  sures  will  never  convince  the  world  that  ge- 
nius is  not  genius ;  that  to  desire  peace  by 
every  species  of  sacrifice  is  not  an  unalterable 
love  of  humanity  ;  that  to  resist  the  invasions 
and  perfidies  of  the  English  is  not  to  defend 
its  country,  :;nd  to  uphold  Europe;  but  will 
prove  only,  that  the  benevolent  and  peace- 
able views  of  Bonaparte  have  been  equally 
misunderstood  and  calumniated  at  Windsor, 
and  in  the  halls  .^f  Westminster.  But  bciore 
what  tribunal  must  such  questions  be  decided? 
Before  the  tribunal  of  all  Europe,  and  of 
posterity,  will  the  French  republic  denounce 
Great  Britain.  What  an  important  cause,  ia 
Vv'hich  the  blessings  of  peace  and  the  calami- 
ties of  war  are  hung  in  the  balance  ;  in  which 
the  parties  are  two  powejful  governments, 
and  the  whole  world  their  tribunal !  on  wliich 
side,  then,  is  the  spirit  of  ambition,  aggran- 
dizement, aggression  and  universal  pre-emi- 
nence ? 

France,  by  the  succc<;s  of  her  arms,  hcicl 
acq u  red  possession  of  a'l  the  countries,  from 
the  North  Sea  to  the  Adriatic,  and  fi<>m  the 
Danube  to  the  canal  of  Messina.  What  has 
she  done  for  the  sake  of  general  peace? — She 
restores  Batavia  to  herself;  she  restores  Swit- 
zerland to  her  independence  and  her  an- 
cient constitutions ;  she  cedes  the  Venetian 
countries  to  Austria;  territorial  indemnities 
are  allotted  to  the  electors  of  the  Germanic 
body;  the  Venetian  islands  regulate  their  go- 
vernment under  the  influence  of  Russia  and 
the  Porte;  Italy  beholds  the  establishment  of 
the  Luccese,  the  Lallan  and  Ligurian  re- 
publics; the  Frencii  troops  evacuate  the  states 
of  the  Pope  and  the  kingdom  of  Naples; 
Etruria  receives  a  king;  the  French  army  at 
the  gates  of  Vienna,  return  to  the  left  bank 
of  tiic  Rhine;  and  Portugal  is  evacuated,  and 
restored  to  her  former  independence. — Alas', 
if  France  had  entertained  projects  of  ambi- 
tion, and  views  of  aggrandizement,  would 
she  not  have  preserved  Italy  entire,  under 
her  direct  influence  ?  Would  she  not  have  ex- 
tended her  dominion  over  Bata\Ia,  Switzer- 
land, and  Portugal  ?  Instead  of  this  easy  ag- 
grandizement, she  presents  a  wise  limitation  of 
herterritoryand  her  power;  shesulfers  the  loss 
of  the  immense  territory  of  St.  Domingo,  as 
well  as  the  treasures  and  armies  destined  for  the 
restoration  oi  that  colony; — she  makes  every 
sacrifice  to  obtain  the  continuance  of  peace. 

England,  on  ti;e  contrary,  seizes  upon  the 
opulent  island  of  Ceylon,  and  the  entire  na- 
vigation of  the  gulph  of  Bengal;  she  ob- 
tains the  important  possession  of  Trinidad; 
she  essays,  by  a  secret  treaty  with  the  Mame- 
lukes, to  invade  Egypt,  by  supplying  them 
y\'ith  arms  and  ammunition;  she  remains  in 
Alexandria  long  after  the  time  appointed  for 
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its  evacuation,  and  only  abandons  it  because ' 
the  ravages  of  the  plague  began  to  terriiy 
her;  she  violates  the  treaty  of  AniieiiS  in  or- 
der to  retain  Malta,  to  direct  the  operations 
of  the  barbarous  corsairs,  to  carry  on  the  ex- 
clusive commerce  of  the  Adriatic,  the  Levant, 
the  Dardanelles,  and  the  Black  Sea,  and  to 
shut  up  from  all  nations  the  navigation  of  the 
i\Jeaiterranean;  she  unites  her  efforts  to  pre- 
vent France  from  retaining  St.  Domingo*, 
and  enjoying  Louisiana;  she  oxites  dissen- 
sions in  the  Su'iss  Cantons,  and  furnishes  arms 
and  ammunition  for  (heir  civil  exie'-mination; 
she  sends  squndroni  into  the  North  Seas, 
and  before  (he  Texe.  and  the  Meuse,  threat- 
ening to  invade  Batavia;  she  Co\'ets  t'e  pos- 
session of  Sicily,  demands  the  island  of  Lam- 
pedosa,  and  occcpies  Sardinia.  The  four 
quarters  of  the  globe,  gulphs,  capes,  straits, 
opulent  colonies,  nothing  can  satisfy  her  poli- 
tical and  commercial  cupidity.  The  extent 
of  her  avarice  and  ambition  is  at  length  dis- 
covered.   The  mask  falls,  Engkuid  assigns  but 


*  Accorrlnvj;  to  tlie  Duke  of  Clarence  (debate  oi 
th.c  23d  oi"  May),  it  is  tn  Iki'  (wvriijus  oj  (rrcut  Lntuin 
tlutl  France  nwy  cUinbutc  tue  loss  oj  Si.  Domi/igo, 


thirtv-six  hours  for  the  continuance  of  peace. 
She  "has  speculated  on  a  sudden  war,  for  the 
purpose  of  seizing,  at  once,  upon  the  riches 
deposited  on  the  ocean,  which  the  Spanish, 
Portugueze,  and  Baiavian  colonies  were  at 
last  sending  to  their  mother  countries,  as  well 
as  upon  the  ships  of  the  French  republic,  and 
(he  vessels  of  her  scarcely  revived  commerce. 
England,  at  the  will  of  a  few  hateful  and 
powerful  passions,  disturbs  the  tranquillity  of 
the  world,  viola(es,  without  shame,  the  rights 
of  nations,  tramples  under  foot  the  most  so- 
lemn treaties,  and  falsifies  the  sworn  faith  of 
governments;  that  ancient  and  eternal  faith, 
which  even  savage  hordes  acknowledge,  and 
religiously  resi^ect. — One  obstacle  only  arrests 
(he  progress  of  her  ambitious  career;  it  is 
France  victorious,  moderate,  and  prosperous; 
it  is  her  energetic  and  enlightened  govern- 
ment; it  is  her  illustrious  and  magnanimous 
chief.  These  are  the  objects  of  her  delirious 
envv,  her  reiterated  attacks,  her  implacable 
liatred,  her  diplomatic  in(rigues,  her  mari- 
time conspiracies,  and  her  othcial  denuncia- 
tions. But  Europe  beholds;  France  prepares 
for  battle;  history  relates — that  rome  over- 
threw Carthage. 


DECLARATION  OF  THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND,  ACCOMPANIED  WITH 

OBSERVATIONS. 


^From  ilic  Moiiilcitr  of  th 

DECLARATIONS  of  war,  we  well  know, 
are  neither  appeals  to  reason,  nor  to  justice. 
In  instruments  of  tliis  nature,  it  is  not  un- 
common to  discover  among  the  alledgcd  mo- 
tives of  hostility,  a  \  arietv  of  charges  more 
or  less  hazarded;  injuries  are  carried  to  ex- 
tremes, com.plaints  are  exaggerated,  arid  a 
strong  colouring  is  given  to  tacts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encreasing  tn.cir  general  effect.  We, 
nevertheless,  are  induced  (o  believe,  that  in 
no  pnblic  p?per,  made  sacred  by  the  name 
of  a  King,  have  been  ever  collected  together 
a  greater  number  of  assertions  authentically 
false,  of  improbable  accusations,  and  of 
forced  conchisions,  than  are  to  be  met  with 
in  all  the  pages  of  the  long  Declaration  of  (he 
King  of  England  ;  a  translation  of  whieh  we 
herewith  present  our  readers. — Were  history 
supplied  with  no  other  data,  by  which  she 
might  enlighten  posterity  as  to  the  real  causes 
of  the  passing  events,  than  the  papers  called  in 
to  support  the  allegations  of  this  manifesto,  they 
would  alone  be  sufficient  to  teach  her,  and, 
through  her,  to  leach  future  ages,  whai  have 
been  the  gravity  and  the  vast  importance  of 
the  engagements  entered  into  and  broken, 
and  to  v.hom  this  violation  of  the  sworn  faith 
ctii'.ations  oujUl  (o  be  attributed.     Yes;  this 
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collection,  which  the  British  government 
liave  thought  necessary  to  their  justification, 
will  rise  up  in  judgment  against  them,  and 
convict  them  of  all  those  acts  of  injustice, 
^vith  which  they  are  now  desirous  to  load 
France. — It  is  our  intention  to  follow  them  in 
an  examination  of  their  charges,  and  a  deve- 
lopement  of  their  anterior  operations.  Wc 
shall  successively  examine  (he  royal  Declara- 
tion, the  official  notes  of  the  ministers,  and 
the  corresjiondence  of  their  agents,  and  shall 
arrest  the  attention  of  the  reader,  not  upon 
all,  but  upon  (he  most  palpable  proofii  which 
the  English,  government,  by  the  publication 
of  these  papers,  have  themselves  given  us, 
of  their  perfidy,  their  political  incapacity,  and 
their"  abominable  duplicity.  And  if,  among 
the  readers  of  these  observations,  any  should 
be  iound  who  consider  our  conclusions  too 
severe,  let  them  turn  their  views  to  the  fu- 
ture, let  them  behold  in  perspective  the  ac- 
cumulated ills  which  may,  and  which  must 
result,  from  the  present  war — commerce  pur- 
sued on  the  ocean,  disorganized  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  the  chain  of  its  connection  broken, 
its  activity  paralyzed,  towns  destroyed,  coun- 
tries ravaged,  shores  stained  with  blood  ; 
and,  lastly,  two  nations,  nearly  disabled  from 
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injuring  each  other  by  the  means  of  accus- 
tomed hostilities,  loiced,  in  order  to  obtain 
tlie  object  of  war,  to  concert  and  to  execiHe 
against  each  other  entcrprizes  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary nature !     At  such  a 

prospect,  every  friend  of  humanity  must,  in- 
deed, shudder  with  horror  !  At  a  prospect 
so  dreadful,  yet  so  hastily  approaching, 
where  is  the  man,  however  insensible,  that 
can  widiLiold  a  sentiment  of  the  deepest 
indignation  against  the  abused  or  pervert- 
ed government,  waich,  after  resolving  upon 


epoch  of  the  King's  message.  The  first  net, 
coiistitulingon  Ihepart  of  l/ngland  a  slate  of 
negolialion,  is  l.oid  Hawkesbury's  Icller  of 
(he  LOth  of  March.  From  the  period  of  (his 
note  to  the  7th  of  April,  the  French  minister 
received  three  laconic  notes,  two  of  which 
were  upon  points  of  inferior  importance. 
0x1  the  7th  of  April,  Lord  Whitworth  an- 
nounced the  alttrnative  of  his  dejarlure. — • 
His  Majtsly's  enrvfst  e?idca%'07irs ,  therefore,  far 
the  priiernjation  of  peace  are  reduced  to  a  vague 
and    indolent  negoliation,  which,    from  the 


a  measure  from  whence  may  arise  the  severest    twenty  first  day,  cast  ofr'  even  ihe  appearanc 


calamities  to  nations  and  to  ages,  expects  to 
screen  itself  from  the  judgment  of  its  con- 
temporaries, by  propp'.'Tg  t!  e  grounds   of  its 
decisions  on  falsehood  and  imposture  ? — But, 
if  insulted  humanity  authorizes  in  her  name, 
and  for  her  defence,  the  language  of  just  re- 
probation, the  interests  of  truth  demand  no 
less  a  calm  and  temperate  refutation.     A  few 
plain  but  positive  notes,  subjoined  to  the  de- 
claration and  correspondence  of  liis  Britannic 
Majesty's  ministers,  will  be  altogether  suffi- 
cient for  this  purpose  — England  iias  declai-ed 
war  because  she  desired  i  ;  and  because  she 
stood  in  ne-^d  ot  charges,  siie  has  fabricated 
them.     Had  France  been  desirous  of  doing 
the  same,  had  she  n-ished  to  found  them  on 
facts  collected  and  transmitted   by  her  diplo- 
matic agents,  we  should   have  seen  grounds 
of  complaint  far  ditTerent  from   those  now 
urged  by  Great  BrUain  ;   but  the  French  go- 
vernment  has  already  declared    ds  opinion, 
that  what  ought  only  to  become  tlie  subject  oi 
a  duel,  cannot  constitute   the  grounds  of  a 
war.     France  beholds   herself   dragged  into 
the   contest,  not  from  motives  of  her  own 
.  choice,  nor  for  objects,  on  the  possession  of 
,  which  she  has  already  determined  :  she  is  not 
even  at  war  for  the  evacuation  of  Malta,  bu: 
.solely  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  an  unjust 
aggression. — The  whole  explanation  of  the 
conduct  of  Fr:mce  is  included  in  this  single 
proposition  :  the  French  gove-  nment  has  in- 
cessantly disccvfred,    and  pio'ved    its    disire  cf 
comi7ig  to  a  goo^  understanding  on  e'vcry  point  in 
dispute — rie'uertheless,   France  has  been  attacked, 
—We    shall  now  see  in  what  manner  the 
English  government  explains,  and  defends  its 
„qonduct. 

|[  (1.)  "  His  Mr.jesty's  earnest  endeavours  lor 

"  the  preservation  of  peace  having    Ir-ilcd  of 

*'  success,  lie  entertains  the  fullest  conlidL-nce 

■  "  lliat  he  shall  receive  the  same  support  from 

:'-         "  liis  parliaiTicnt,  and  that  the  same  zeal  and 

i-.         "  spirit    will    be    manifested  by   h-s   people, 

_^         *'  wliich  he  has  experienced  on  every  occasion 

"  when  the  honour  of   his   crown   has  been 

" '   ';   "  attacked,    or  the  essential  interests  of   hi* 

,n'''^!'^f*  dominions  have  been  endangered." 

The  discussions  between  France  and  Eng- 
land commenced  on  the  8th  of  Ivlarcb.,  the 


of  pacific  dispositions.  In  a  fortnight  after, 
the  I'.nghsh  ambassador  peremptorily  demands 
his  jiassports,  and  in  the  course  of  anotlier 
fortnight  quits  France.     Suci:  have  been  hi$ 

Majrstj's  earnest  nid<  an)';urs  for  the  preservation 

of  peace  ! — We  sliall  make  no  reflections  on 
the  remaining  part  of  the  intn.duciory  para- 
graph. The  zeal  and  spirit  manifested  by  his 
pe'jple,  the  attack  on  the  honour  of  his  croivn,  ard 
the  dangers  iviih  tvhr.h  his  dominions  have  been 
thr.at'md,  are  the  mere  traj)j)ings  of  speech, 
and  falsehoods  set  down  "  accordiu'-j-  to  due 
form  and  order." 

(2.)  "  During  the  whole  couri^e  of  tlie  ne- 
"  gotiations  vvhicli  led  to  the  p'-eliniiriary  and 
"  definitive  treaties  of  peace  beuvtx'n  his  M.i- 
"  jesty  and  tlie  French  rey.ublic,  it  was  his 
"  Majesty's  sincere  desire,  not  only  !o  put  an 
"  end  to  the  liostilities  wtiich  subsisted  heivveen 
"  the  two  countries,  but  to  adopt  sucii  mea- 
"  sures,  anrl  to  c..ricur  in  such  propositions, 
"  as  m  ght  most  eiit.ctually  eontiibute  to  con- 
"  sol. date  the  general  tranquilliiy  of  Europe. — . 
"  The  same  motives  by  wliich  iiis  Majesty  was 
"  actuated  during  the  negotiations  i"or  peace, 
"  have  since  invariably  govern(;d  liis  conduct. 
"  As  soon  as  the  treaty  of  Amiens  v.-as  con- 
"  eluded,  liis  Majesty's  courts  were  open  to 
"  the  people  of  France  lor  every  purpose  of 
"  legal  redres'?  ;  ail  sequestrations  were  taken 
"  o(f  tiieir  property;  all  prciiiiliitions  on  their 
"  trade,  wl.ich  had  been  imposed  during  tlie 
"  war,  were  removed,  and  tiiey  were  placed, 
"  in  every  rcspec  t,  on  the  same  footing  wiili 
"  regard  to  commerce  and  intercourse,  as  the 
"  inhabitants  of  any  other  state  in  amity  wi'h 
"  li:s  Majesty,  witli  which  theix'  existed  no 
"  treaty  of  commerce. " 

These  two  paragraphs  are  connected  tc- 
gether  :  the  first  is  an  eulogium  on  the  justice 
of  his  Britannic  Majeslv,  who  has  had  the 
generosity,  since  the  peace,  to  [ilace  Fretich- 
nien  on  a  footing  with  the  inhibitaiifs  of  Bre- 
men, Lubeck,  'Leipsic,  and  Franlifort.  On 
the  tardiness  of  their  courts  of  justice,  the 
chicanery  of  t'.eir  lawyers,  and  tie  rv.pug- 
nency  of  English  debtors  to  settle  their  ac 
counts,  the  government  of  (he  republic  h;':s 
not  deemed  it  proper  to  ]iub!;sh  \S\q  com- 
plaints it  has  received  on  the  part  of  French 
creditors.  It  concluded  that  charges  ci  this 
nature  might  arise  from  impatience,  exagger- 
ation, and.  'n  some  instances,  iTom  injustice  ; 
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but  from  the  perfect  equity  of  its  own  inten- 
tions, and  i/ji-  siknce  0/  the  Brituh  ambassador 
en  this  had  of  cotn plaint,  it  had  a  right  to  con- 
chide,  that  it  couid  not  be  made  the  article  of 
a  manifesto. — ^Tiius,  the  as  ertion  of  the  Bri- 
tish p-overoment,  with  respect  to  "  tht  repeat- 
ed reprtsentattGns  made  by  hh  Majest^fs  am- 
bnssftdor,''  is  totally  unfounded.  The  French 
collection  of  ofilcial  papers  proves  that  no  re- 
monstrance on  this  subject  was  ever  pre- 
sented, and  the  English  collection  does  noi 
afford  us  a  single  complaint  or  procedure  ot 
this  kind  ;  but,  since  the  English  government 
were  resolved  upon  making  a  pohlical  charge 
of  this  pretended  non-success  oi  the  repre- 
sentations made  by  their  ministei-s,  it  is  rather 
surprising,  in  a  collection  so  arbitrarily  com- 
piled, digested  at  leisure,  and  arranged  ac- 
cording^ to  the  good  inclination  ot  those  by 
whom  it  was  published,  that  no  real,  or  pre- 
tended letter,  signed 'Havv-kesbury,  Merry,  or 
Whitworib,  should  make  its  appearance  in 
supoort  of  the  roval  allegaiion. — The  asser- 
tion th.at  "  acts  of  violence  have  been  olfered 
to  the  properly  and  vessels  of  hio  Majesty's 
subjects,"  is  equally  l^lse :  and  here,  if  the 
simple  denial  of  a  'charge,  hazarded  at  ran- 
dom, did  not  carry  its  conviction  with  it,  the 
fchamefu'l  embarrassment  betrayed  by  the 
English  ministry  when  they  were  called  on, 
]n  the  early  part  of  the  present  sittings  of 
parliament,  to  produce  proofs  and  specify 
facts  would  alone  render  every  develope- 
ment  on  this  head  altogether  superfluous. 

(3.)  "  To  a  system  of  conduct  thus  open, 
"  liberal,  and  friendly,  the  proceed  ngs  ot  the 
"  French  government  alfoid  the  mnsi  striking 
"  contrast.  The  prohToitians  v.dr.cii  had  been 
"  placed  on  tlie  commerce  of  his  Majesty's 
"  subjects  during  ilie  war,  have  b.'en  enforced 
"  with  encrea'^ed  strictness  and  severity  ;  vio- 
"  lence  has  been  offered  in  sever.;!  insunces 
"  to  their  vessels  and  their  property  :  and,  111 
"  no  case,  has  justice  been  affi^rdcd  to  those 
"  who  may  have  been  aggrieved  in  conse- 
*■•'  r;uencc  of  such  ac's,  nor  hasanv  satisfactory 
•'  ansvv-er  been  p-iven  to  the  repeated- repvc- 
"  sentationsmade  by  his  M.^jesty's  ministers  or 
"  ambassador  at  {^.;ris.  Under  SLira  circum- 
"  stances,  wlien  his  Majesty's  subiccts  were 
"  not  sDiTercd  to  enjoy- tlie  common  advan- 
"  tages  of  pe.KC  vviihm  the  tcrr.'ortes  of  the 
"  French  rcnublc,  and  the  countries  dejiend- 
"  cnt  upon  it,  the  French  government  had  re- 
"  course  to  the  cxu-aord.i..*./  iiicastire  of  send- 
''  ing  over  to  this  country  a.number  of  persons 
"  for  the  professed  purpose  of  residing  in  the 
"  most  considerable  sea-port  tov/ns  of  Great 
"  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  tJie  character  of  com- 
"  mercia.  r.gents  or  connils.  These  persons 
"  could  lr.v(?  no  pretensions  to  be  acknow- 
•*  ledged  in  that  character,  as  the  right  of  being 
"  .so  a' know  ledged,  as  well  as  ail  t!:e  privi- 
"  leges  attaciied  to  such  a  situation,  c-.>uld  only 
"  be  derived  from  a  commercial  treaty  ;  and 
"  as  no  treaty  of  that  description  was  in  exist- 
"  ence  between  his  Majesty  aud  tiie  French 
"  republic."' 


On  this  point,  the  ministers  of  his  Brifan-^ 
nic   Majesty   are   explicit,    beyond  what  we 
had  a  right  to  expect  from  their  known  pru- 
dence.    A  peace  v.-ithout  a  treaty  ct   com- 
merce, a  peace  without  unlimited   freedom 
in  the    consumption  of    their   produce;     a 
peace,   in  short,  which  docs  not  leave  them 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  introducing  every- 
where   the  fruits  of  their    industry,   and  of 
proscribing  at  home  the  industry  of  other 
countries,  is  no  peace  at  all.     We  must  either 
renounce  the  right  to  establish  custom-houses, 
and  encourage  national  manufaclures,  or  de- 
clare war  ! — This  doctrine  is,  indeed,  strange. 
What!  are   there  no  general  laws  of  com- 
merce.'' Can  weha\>  no  trade  with  England 
without  a  commercial  treaty  ?  Can  we  not 
emplov  commercial  agents,  unless  we  have 
especial  commercial  stipulations .-'  Well!  be  it 
so;  let  us  have  no  commercial  agents  in  Eng- 
land?   But  why  must  England  possess  the 
right  of  interdicting  all  access  to  her  ports, 
and  why  may  not  France  exercise  the  same 
right  at  the  entrance  of  her  own  tei'ritory  ? 
Why,  in  this  as  well  as  in  every  thing  else, 
should  not  reciprocity  be  the  rule  admitted 
and  acknowledged  between  two  rival  nations? 
Who  forbids  you  to  proscribe  the  consump- 
tion of  French  produce  ?  And  what  power  on 
earth  can  compel  us  to  consume  the  produc- 
tions of  England  ?  Is  it  not  the  height  of  pre- 
sumption to  say  to  us :  "  unless  the  peace  is 
alone  profitable  to  our  industry,  we  will  break 
it;  you  shall  either  leave  French  industry  la 
l.uiguish  and  perish,  or  we  willarm  in  defence 
of   the  industry   of  England;    in  short   you 
shall  either  pay  dearly  for  the  labour  of  our 
manufactures,    or   you   shall    have   war."— . 
In  avowing  so  openly  this  insolent  and  tyran- 
nical doctrine,  wc  know  not  whether  the  ob- 
ject of  the  British  government  be  to  render 
(he  war  they  are  about  to  commence  popular 
in  England.     If  such   should  be  their  inten- 
tion, and  if,  by  t:.is  means,  they  should  suc- 
ceed in  attaining  that  object,  it  will  then  be 
for  the  powers  of  the  continent  to  determine 
what  degree  of  importance  is    attached   in 
England  io  the  opinions,   the  rights,  and  the 
interests   of  those  nations,  Vvhich   have  not 
the  happiness  to  trade  and  navigate  under  the 
:!^ag  and  protection  of  the  British  government. 
It  will  then   be  f^or  them  to  decide,  whether 
(he  war  now  commenced  by  Ensiland  against 
France,  like  all  those  she  has  waged  for  a 
century  past,  be  not  the  necessary  and  ine- 
vitable consequence  of  a  system,  uniformly 
hostile,  on  the  part   of  English  industry,    to 
the  industry  of  all  other  nations. — If  the  mo- 
tive above  given  should  be  that  by  which  the 
British  government  is  actuated,    the  future 
question  between  England  and  Europe  may  be 
I  reduced  to  tliis  double  alternative;  If  Engi 
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land  possesses  public  spirit,  and  Europe  should 
be  destitute  of  that  spirit,  woe  to  Europe! — 
But  should  Europe  prove  not  destitute  of 
public  spirit, — if  the  English  government 
should  not  succeed  in  making  the  present  war 
popular,  woe  to  that  government! — if  it  should 
succeed  in  making  it  popular,  woe  to  England  ! 

(4.)  "  Tlierc  was  consequently  too  much 
*'  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  real  object  of 
"  tlie.r  mission  was  by  no  means  of  a  com- 
♦'  mercial  nature,  and  this  suspicion  was  con- 
"  iinned,  not  only  by  the  cirLumstante  that 
"  some  of  them  were  military  men,  but  by 
"  the  actual  discovery,  that  several  of  them 
"  were  furnished  with  instructions  to  obtain 
"  the  soundings  of  the  harbours,  and  to  pro- 
"'  cure  military  surveys  of  the  places  where  it 
"  was  intended  they  should  reside.  His  Ma- 
*'  jcsty  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  prevent  their 
*'  departure  to  their  respective  places  of  des- 
''  tination,  and  represented  to  the  French  go- 
"  vernment  the  necessity  of  withdrawmj 
"  them  ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the 
*'  circumstances  under  which  they  were  sent, 
"  and  the  instructions  which  were  given  to 
*'  them,  ought  to  be  considered  as  decisive 
"  indications  of  the  dispositions  and  intentions 
"  of  the  government  by  whom  they  were  cm- 
"  ployed," 

The  English  ministers  brave  ridicule  with 
a  degree  of  hardihood  altogether  unparalleled. 
The  French  government  dispatched  into  Eng- 
land, as  it  has  done  into  every  part  of  the  globe 
a  certain  number  of  commercial  commission- 
ers.    Out  of  eighty  agents  of  this  description, 
whom  the  republic  maintains  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, several  of  them  have  served  either  in 
the  last  war,  or  in  preceding  ones.     It  was 
discovered,  that  among  the  number  of  those 
appointed  for  England,  one  had  served  in  the 
armies  of  the  republic ;  and  instantly  a  cabi- 
net alarm  multiplies  the  number  of  these  mi- 
litary agents  of  TYance,  as  the  appearance  of 
e/env  fishermen  was  formerly  multiplied  into 
the  advanced  guard  of  a  fleet  destined  to  make 
a  descent,  and  spread  terror  throughout  the 
whole  country.      This   foolish  exaggeration 
might,  without  any  great  impropriety,  have 
made  its  appearance  in  an  English  newspaper, 
but  to  introduce  it  into  a  royal  manifesto,  was, 
in  our  opinion,  contrary   to    all  decency. — 
The  second  subject  of  alarm  to  the  British  mi- 
nistry is  still  more  ridiculous.  A  few  questions 
to  be  answered,  on  the  state  of  commerce, 
such  as  might  have  appeared  in  a  pubhc  journal, 
were  addressed  to  a  commissary  of  the  repub- 
lic.    For  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  this  series  of  questions  iias  termed  part 
of  the  patent  instructions  of  the  commercial 
agents  of  France.  Solittlewere  they  calculated 
toexcite  distrust,  that  those  agents  transmitted 
them  to  the  sub-agents  of  the  district  in  which 
they  resided,  who  frequently  were  merchants 
entirelyindependentof  France.  In  short,  these 
Instructions,  put  together  with  no  other  view 


but  that  of  obtaining  such  Information  as  it 
was  the  interest  of  those  very  places  to  extend 
and  propagate  as  much  as  ])0SMble,  are  Vi-rittea 
and  addressed  without  any  mysterious  form, 
and  it  is  thus  that  they  have  traversed  Europe 
in  ostensible  characters.  It  is  tt.en  throu-'h 
the  medium  of  the  post-office  ihat  this  grand 
secret  has  been  brought  to  light;  and,  after 
all  the  outcry  which  has  been  raised  against 
these  instructions,  it  appeai-s  to  us,  that  no- 
thing has  been  proved,  but  that  the  sanctity 
of  correspondence  is  not  religiously  resjjecled 
at  the  post-offices  of  England,  and  that  letters 
are  opened  by  the  agents  of  government. — 
For  Ihe  rest,  we  cannot  but  applaud  the  pru- 
dence of  his  Britanfiic  Majestv,  in  not  per- 
mitting these  French  agents  to'  repair  to  their 
respective  places  of  destination,  since,  on 
the  faith  of  the  alarms  of  his  cabinet,  thej 
would  have  been  taken  for  military  men,  and 
had  they  been  suffered  to  proceed,  would 
certainly  have  dispatched  to  their  government 
extracts  from  journals  and  almanacks,  on  the 
balance  of  exports  and  imports,  on  the  banks 
and  commercial  houses,  the  duties  of  ton- 
nage, and  bther  mysteries  of  equal  import- 
ance. 

(!).)  "  The  conduct  of  the  French  govcrn- 
"  ir.ent,  with  respect  to  the  commercial  inter- 
"  Cdiirse  between  the  two  countries,  must 
"  therefore  be  considered  as  ill  suited  to  a  state 
"  of  peace,  and  th.eir  proceedings  in  their 
"  more  general  political  relations,  as  well  as 
"  in  those  which  immediately  concern  his 
"  Majesty's  dominions,  appear  to  have  beea 
"  altogether  inconsistent  with  e\ery  principle 
"  of  good  faith,  moderation,  and  justice.  Hib 
"  Majesty  has  entertained  hopes,  in  conse- 
"  quence  of  the  refieated  assurances  and  pro- 
"  fessions  of  the  French  government,  that 
"  they  mi<),lit  have  heen  induced  to  jiriopt  a 
"  system  of  policy,  winch,  if  it  had  not  iii- 
"  spired  other  powers  with  confidence,  miglic 
"  at  least  have  allayed  their  jealousies.  If  the 
"  French  government  had  really  appeared  i» 
"  be  actuated  by  a  due  attention  to  such  a  sys- 
"  tem  ;  if  their  dispositions  had  proved  to  be 
"  essentially  pacific,  allowances  would  have 
"  been  made  for  the  situation  in  wliich  a  new 
"  government  must  be  placed  after  so  dread- 
"  luland  extensive  a  convulsion  as  that  which 
"  has  been  produced  by  the  French  rcvo- 
"  lutioii." 

It  is  difficult  to  discover  the  real  inlenlion 
of  the  ministry  in  making  this  observ.uion. 
Did  it  wish  to  point  to  tlie  recent  origin  of 
the  French  government  ?  Certainly,  it  is  not 
without  reason  that  it  seeks  to  recall  the  re- 
collection of  the  past;  for  it  is  so  completely 
lost  in  the  blaze  of  glory  which  has  signalized 
the  birth  of  this  government,  and  in  the 
noble  train  of  power,  of  energy,  of  wisdom, 
and  of  dignity  which  follo.-.ed,  that  the  re- 
spect and  love  we  bear  towards  it  is  con- 
founded, in  the  imagination  of  the  people, 
with  sentiments   confirmed    by  habit,    and 
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transmitted  hy  lon?^  tracjition.  There  is  one 
expression  in  tl/is  paragraph,  the  arrogance 
of  which  is  so  excessively  ridiculous,  that  i! 
does  not  even  excite  our  indignation.  Ttie 
word  al/oivance  in  English  is  nearly  equivalent 
to  hididgeuce  ;  and  it  results  from  this  sense  of 
the  expression,  which  is  but  a  very  siigiit 
equivoque,  that  the  government  of  his  Bri- 
tannic ATajesly,  on  certain  conditions  which 
it  takes  the  trouble  to  point  out,  was  disposed 
to  judge  without  rigour,  snd  to  excuse  with 
goodness,  the  government  of  the  French  re- 
public. What  magnanimous  condescension! 
The  English  government  would  have  pardon- 
ed France!  And  what  would  it  iiave  par- 
doned? Its  vigilance,  its  greatness,  its  glory  } 
This  we  can  with  difficulty  believe.  But  for 
what  consideration  would  it  have  shewn  so 
■much  indulgence  in  favour  of  the  recent  ex- 
istence of  the  French  government?  This 
consideration  deserves  to  be  weighed. — The 
English  gov^ernment  is  of  no  great  antiquity; 
and  if  it  be  triie  that  princes  can  only  be  na- 
turalized by  glory,  it  may  be  permitted  us  to 
ask,  vi'hether  tiic  branch  of  the  House  of 
JJrunswick,  now  reigning  in  England,  is  not 
yet  foreign  ?  It  mav  be  permitted  us  to  ask, 
what  it  has  done  to  confirm  and  establish  its 
naturalization  r  It  is  rather  a  doubtful  point 
whether,  at  a  future  j^ciiod,  the  diiference 
of  date  between  the  accession  of  George  the  | 
First,  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  Bonaparte,  called  by  the  French 
people  to  be  First  Consul  of  France,  will 
cause  anv  great  sensation  in  the  festivals  of  j 
Europe.  'Fhere  is,  indeed,  an  interval  be- 
tween these  two  epochs ;  but  the  learned  , 
men  of  future  ages  will,  with  difficulty,  un-  I 
ravel  to  posterity  ♦he  precise  manner  in  which 
the  princes  of  the  House  of  Hanover  passed  \ 
their  time  during  that  interval. 

(6.)  "  But  iiis  Majesty  lias  unfortunately  had 
•'  too  much  reason  to  observe  and  to  lament, 
"  that  tlie  system  of  violence,  aggression,  and 
"  ags-randizemcnt,  which  characterized  the 
"  ]-)ri)CCcdinp;s  of  the  different  governments  of 
"  France  durinc;  the  war,  has  been  continued 
"  with  as  httle  disguise  since  its  termination." 

'  This  accusation  of  violence  and  ambition, 
directed  against  all  the  governments  which 
have  existed  in  France  since  the  revolution, 
the  aifeclation  of  not  wishing  to  make  any 
distincticn,  together  with  the  naked  and  in- 
determinate comparison  between  the  govern- 
rnent  of  the  First  Consul  and  all  those  which 
preceded  it,  afford  sufficient  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  British  government  has  been 
no  stranger  to  the  system  of  offence  and  in- 
sult, employed  with  the  most  virulent  per- 
severance, by  the  English  journalists  dming 
the  short  interval  of  peace.  Since  it  now 
copies  these  very  insults,  have  we  not  a  right 


to  conclude,  that  while  it  was  constrained! 
to  beha\e  with  decency  towards  us,  it  se- 
cretly dictated  to  these  periodical  writers  the 
outrages  which  now,  only,  it  dares  openly  to 
avow  ? 

(7.)  "  They  have  continued  to  keep  a 
"  ircnch  army  in  Holland  against  tiie  will, 
"  and  in  defiance  of  tlie  remonstrances  of  the 
"  Batavian  government,  and  m  repugnance  to 
"  the  letter  of  three  solemn  treaties." 
The  French  army  has  not  continued  in 
Holland  in  defiance  of  stipulations,  but  \x\ 
conformiiy  to  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty 
with  the  government  of  that  republic.  Must 
the  notions  transmitted  by  the  English  ca- 
binet to  parliament  infringe  upon  engage- 
ments cnn-cntcd  to,  in  order  to  make  known 
the  real  intentions  of  a  government  ?  And 
these  notions,  all  insutikient,  all  uncertain 
as  they  appear  to  be,  on  what  are  they 
founded  ?  From  what  source  have  they 
reached  the  British  government  ?  By  whom 
have  ministers  been  informed,  that  there 
were  no  stipulations  between  France  and 
Holl?,nd  ?  Ti;ese  questions  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  them  in  parliament,  and  thcv  have 
eluded  a  reply  ;  nor  could  thev  produce  a 
sijigle  dispatch  from  their  minister  Wc 
shall  ncviiitheless  see,  in.  the  course  of  our 
examination  of  the  official  papers,  that  they 
are  not  sparing  of  their  dispatches,  and  that, 
in  a  case  of  necessity,  they  know  how  to  ar- 
range them  according  to  their  views,  when 
they  find  in  them  disclosures  which  they 
deem  it  their  interest  to  suppress. 

(8.)   "  Tliey  liavc,    in   a  period  of  peace, 
"  invaded   tlie  territory,  and  violated  tlie  in- 
"  dependence  of  the  Swiss  nation,  in  deCanre 
"  of  tlie   treaty  of  Luncville,  wiiich  had  sti- 
"  jnilated  the  independence  of  their  territory, 
"  and   the  right   of  the   inhabitants   to  chooss 
"  -their  own  form  of  government." 
We  shall  here  venture  to  ask  the  English 
government,  whether  it  is  at   one  and  the 
same  time  the  judge,  the  com.mentator,  the 
guarantee,  and  the  avenger  of  the  treaty  of 
Luneville  ?    When    all   Europe  is   tranquil- 
lized   by   the  blessings    of    that  memorable 
compact,  wi'at  interest  or  wliat  right  has  a 
power,  that  would  not  interfere  in  the  nego- 
tiation, and  who,  from  views  of  animosity  or 
ambition,  at  that  period  separated  itself  en- 
tirely from  the  contracting  states,  to  refer  to 
a  treaty   to  which  it  was  not  a  party,  and 
which    has    for   its   guarantee   the   greatest 
powers  of  the  continent  ?    Is  it  a  contempt 
of  those  powers?    Is  it  a  pretention  to  Euro- 
pean supremacy  ?    Or,  rather,  is  it  not  the 
expression  of  bitter  regret  which  it  cannot 
conceal,  that  without  England,  and  in  spite 
of  England,    Europe  remains  in    peace,  by 
the  force  of  a  treaty,  which  it  vcas  not  in  the 
power  of  England  to  prevent,    which  it  j& 
not  in  (lie  power  of  England  to  disturb  i 
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(9.)  **  Tliey  have  annexed  to  the  dominions 
"  of  France,  Piediv.oni,  F.-.iiTin,  and  Flartnt  a, 
*'  and  ihc  Island  ot  Elba,  vviihout  allotting  any 
"  provision  to  tlic  King  of  Sardinia,  whom 
"  liiey  have  despoiled    of  ilie   most  valviable 

(iO)"  part  of  his  territory,  tiiough  they  were 
"  bound,  by  a  solemn  cr/^agcmcnt  to  tut-  ILm- 
"  pei'or  of  Russia,  to  attend  to  his  intcrosis, 
"  and  to  provide  for  his  establishment.  It 
"  may,  indeed,  with  truth  he  asserted,  tluit 
"  tlic  period  which  lias  elapsed  since  the  con- 
**  elusion  of  the  delinitive  treaty,  has  been 
*'  marked  with  one  continued    series  of  tig- 

■>         «<  gression,  violence,  and  insult  on  tlie  pan  of 

'       "  the  Frencii  governmeni." 

If  the  King  of  Sardinia  has  been  iinjtislly 
despoiled  of  "  the  most  valuable  part  of  his 
territory,"  why  has  England,  who  conducted 
this  prince  to  the  state  of  abasement  in  which 
the  fortune  of  war  lias  thrown  him,  made  no 
exertions  during  the  war,  no  sacrifices  at  the 
period  of  the  negotiations  for  peace,  to  com- 
pensate him  for  the  evils  which  British  insti- 
gation and  British  interference  have  broiighit 
upon  him  ?  Such  is  the  fate  of  monarchs 
U'ho  devote  themselves  to  the  politics  of  this 
power  I  A  despotic  and  liaughty  direction 
traces  out  to  them  the  road  which  conducts 
to  the  abyss  of  destrtiction.  Are  they  pre- 
cipitated into  it  ?  She  closes  her  ears  to  their 
complaints ;  she  corabats,  she  negotiates,  she 
demands,  she  stipulates.; — but  for  herself 
onlv.  Nevertheless,  one  preat,  one  final 
consolation  awaits  them  :  they  may  rest  as- 
sured, that,  at  the  renewal  of  "hostilities,  they 
will  obtain  an  honourable  mention  in  the 
manifestoes  of  England. 

(iO.)  Of  what  concern  is  it  to  England, 
whether  France  is  "  bound,"  or  not  bound 
"  bv  solemn  engagements  with  other  pow- 
ers ?"  Do  the  treaties  existing  between  the 
powers  of  Europe  stasd  in  need  of  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  King  of  England  ?  Is  the  con- 
tinent, in  what  relates  to  its  public  rights, 
under  the  necessary  tutelage  of  the  English 
nation  ?  Such  pretensions  are  neither  more 
•nor  less  than  so  many  insults,  not  only  to 
France,  but  to  all  the  powers  of  the  con- 
tinent. Must  not  the  unfortunate  King  of 
Sardinia  consider  himself  a-fresh  insulted  by 
the  tardy  and  offensive  pity  which  England 
now  expresses,  a  pity,  which  serves  only  to 
signaUze  the  ungrateful  indifference  with 
which  his  interests  were  discussed  by  her  at 
the  negotiations  of  Amiens  ? 

(11.)  "  In  the  month  of  October  last,  lii^ 
*'  Majesty  was  induced,  in  consequence  oi 
"  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  Swiss  nation, 
"  to  mftke  an  effort,  by  a  representation  tn  the 
*•  French  government,  to  avert  the  evils  which 
*'  were  then  impending  over  tliat  country. 
"  This  representation  was  couched  m  the  most 
"  moderate  terms ;  and  measures  were  taken 
"  by  his  Majesty  for  ascertaining,  under  the 
"  circumstances  which  then  existed,  the  real 
t*  sinUliyn  and  wiik^s  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  as 


"  well  as  the  sentiments  of  the  other  cabinets 
"  ot  Europe.  His  Majesty  learned,  however, 
"  with  the  utmost  regret,  that  no  disposition  to 
"  counteract  these  repeated  infractions  of 
"  treaties,  and  .acts  of  violence,  was  mani-^ 
"  fesied  by  any  of  the  powers  most  immedi- 
"  ately  interes!ed  in  preventin;^  tiiem  J  and  his 
"  Majesty  therefoiC  lelt,  with  respect  to  tiiesu 
"  objects,  his  single  efforts  could  not  be  ex- 
"  peeled  to  produce  any  considerable  advan- 
"  lage  to  those  in  whose  favour  tliey  might  ba 
"  exer:ed." 

We  see  in  the  ofHcial  papers,  that  a  Swiss, 
dispatched  by  one  or  the  parties  which  were 
then  open!}  and  actively  in  a  state  of  civil 
war  in  Helvetia,  not  finding  at  Paris  any  ac- 
cess to  the  ministers' of  Vienna  and  Peters- 
burgh,  was  received,  directed,  and  encou- 
rpged  by  the  British  minister.  We  see,  also, 
that  at  this  period  the  f  nglish  government 
dispatched  Into  Switzerland  an  agent  charged 
to  inflame  the  minrts  of  the  people,  to  dis- 
perse monev,  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  fac- 
tion, and  to  light  up  every  whert'  the  embers 
of  civi!  discord.  At  this  juncture  the  First 
Consul  interposed,  in  order  to  arrest  the  far- 
ther effusion  of  blood.  A  simple  invitation 
suspended  the  fury  of  adverse  [parties.  An 
armv,  appointed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giv- 
ing to  the  citizens  exasperated  agcdn-t  each 
other  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  friendly 
understanding,  was  stationed  in  Switzerland; 
these  citizens  met,  and  ail  their  disputes  were 
terminated.  A  constitution,  had  it  been  dic- 
tated by  wisdom  herself,  would  never  have 
been  permanent,  if  imposed  by  a  victorious 
party.  A  constitution,  the  work  of  a  good 
understanding  on  both  sides,  has  succeeded 
in  recalling  to  the  bosom  of  Switzerland  its 
antient  institutions,  its  antient  manners,  its 
antient  peace,  and,  by  the  free  choice  of  its 
citizens,  its  ancient  magistrates.  Such  is  the 
real  history  of  this  interference,  which  the 
British  government  dares  to  call  an  invasion. 
Let  Europe  now  judge  between  the  views  of 
England  and  the  views  of  France,  and  let 
her  characterize  the  ?udacily  of  those  men, 
who  venture  io  reproach  the  First  Consul  for 
having,  against  their  will,  and  in  spite  of 
their  intrigues,  restored  to  happiness  and  to 
concord  one  of  the  most  interesting,  and 
most  respectable  nations  of  the  continent. 

(1'2.)  "  It  was  about  tins  time  tliat  the 
•*  French  government  first  distinctly  advanced 
"  the  principle,  tiiat  his  Majesty  iiad  no  right 
"  to  complain  of  the  conduct,  or  to  interfere 
•'  with  the  proceedings  of  France,  on  .my  point 
"  which  did  not  form  a  part  of  tiie  treaty  of 
•'  Amiens.  That  treaty  w.as  unquestionably 
"  founded  upon  the  same  principle  as  every 
"  other  antecedent  treaty  or  convention,  on 
"  the  assumption  of  the  state  of  possession, 
"  and  of  engagements  existinir  at  the  period  o£ 
"  its  conclusion." 

It  will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  prin- 
ciple obscurely  laid  down  by  the  F.ni;ii>li  Gi*- 
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vernmenf,  "  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  like 
ez-crj/  oilitr  treaty^  ivas  founded  iqam  the  Mate 
of  possession,  and  of  engagements  existing  at  the 
period  of  its  conclusion."  This  priiicijjie 
means  apparently  (for  here  the  obscurity  of 
the  text  stands  in  singular  need  of  be- 
ing exjilained  by  the  conduct  of  the  English 
Government),  that  treaties  have  no  absolute 
value;  that  their  sanction  does  not  depend  on 
the  engagements  and  good  faith  of  the  con- 
tracting powers ;  that  the  law  which  renders 
them  binding  does  not  proceed  from  the  very 
clauses  of  (ho  treaty;  and  the  consent  of 
those  by  whom  it  was  signed ;  that  it  is  not 
in  the  negotiation  nor  in  the  connection  be- 
tween the  two  states  that  we  must  seek  the 
motives  and  legality  of  the  stipulations,  but 
in  other  countries,  and  in  the  great  scene  of 
relations  which  may  exist  between  all  the 
states  of  the  world,  and  in  the  chance  of  all 
the  events  which,  after  the  negotiation,  may 
operate  a  change  in  the  existence  of  one  of 
the  two  negotiating  powers.  This  theory 
goes  to  establish  the  doctrine,  that  treaties 
may,  indeed,  have  a  positive  form,  but  that 
their  sanction,  and  especially  their  execution, 
are  essentially  conditional  and  eventual. 
Such,  in  substance,  is  the  new  law  of  na- 
tions wriich  the  English  miuistrv  now  propose 
for  the  examination  of  the  publicists  of  the 
continent.  Should  this  principle  be  once 
adopted,  such  a  change  must  also  be  effected 
in  the  usual  instruments,  as  shall  perfectly 
characlerize  the  degree  of  perfection  which 
this  principle  will  have  given  to  the  law  of 
nations.  For  instance,  in  the  full  pov,'eis  of 
their  jilenipotentiaries,  it  is  usual  ior  govern- 
ments to  say,  "  We  promise  to  ratify  and 
execute  the  engagements  which  shall  have 
been  entered  into  in  our  name."  To  this 
fonnuia  must  be  henceforth  added,  "  unless, 
however,  it  is  found,  after  a  fresh  examina- 
tion cf  the  comparative  state  of  the  two 
powers,  that  we  might  have  exacted  more, 
and  that  we  conceive  ourselves  authorized  by 
the  future  state  of  things  to  demand  ampler 
compensations."  Thus,  treaties  of  peace 
will  deceive  no  one,  and  will  only  present 
the  real  degree  of  good  understanding,  obli- 
gation, and  stability,  v.'hich  England  is  pleased 
to  give  them.  We  will,  however,  lay  aside 
the  discussion  of  right,  and  leave  the  English 
Governn.ent  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  its 
new  doctrine.  We  shall  venture  to  attack  it 
on  the  basis  of  its  own  hypothesis.  We  al- 
low them  for  granted,  and  fear  not  to  assert 
that  it  is  easv  to  ovei  throw  the  edifice  of  its 
pretensions,  by  sapping  them  with  the  very 
principle  it  wishes  to  establish.  In  the 
French  official  publication,  every  thing  has 
been  said  upon  the  pretended  aggrandize- 
ment of  France  since  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 


but  nothing  upon  the  aggrandizement  of  Eng- 
land. We  shall  endeavour  to  supply  this 
omission.  The  Carnatic  is  a  portion  of  In- 
dostan,  extending  from  Gontoor  Cirian,  all 
the  length  of  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  to 
Cape  Comorin,  and  includes  Tanjour,  Mara- 
var,  Trichenapali,  Madure,  and  Zinnerilly. 
Its  length  is  about  570  English  miles,  its 
breadth  I'iO.  The  population  of  this  state  is 
about  five  million  souls,  and  the  revenue  of 
the  sovereign  am.ounts  to  a  million  sterling. 
Since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
this  rich  possession  has  been  added  to  the 
power  and  i-iches  of  the  English  nation  in 
Eiurope.  We  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the 
mode,  form,  and  title,  by  which  this  posses- 
sion was  acquired.  The  English  would  pro- 
bably answer  us,  that  justice,  like  language, 
is  local;  that  the  pubhc  law  of  Europe  can- 
not regulate  actions  which  take  place  in  Asia; 
that  the  English,  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  are 
not  tied  down  by  any  of  those  laws  which  di- 
rect the  conduct  of  the  people  of  this  conti- 
nent ;  that  scourges,  equal  to  th,^  plague  and 
famine,  brought  upon  millions  of  fellow 
creatures,  by  simple  views  of  speculation ; 
that  the  slavery  of  nations,  that  imprison- 
ment, that  even  the  poisoning  of  princes,  and 
the  usurpation  of  their  estates,  are  events 
which,  by  reason  of  their  distance,  cannot  be 
comprehended  and  judged  of  so  far  off;  and, 
lastly,  that  Indians,  whether  kings,  priests, 
or  slaves,  are  not  men.  But  we  shall  solely 
ask  them,  whether  the  revenue  of  a  million 
sterling  docs  not  produce  them  gold,  and 
whether  this  gold  is  not  serviceable  to  them, 
in  those  intrigues,  corruptions,  and  bloody 
disputes,  which  the  pubhc  law  has  never 
been  able  to  prevent,  and,  still  less  than  ever, 
since  tlie  treasures  of  India  have  been  called 
in  to  support  the  English  in  that  system  of 
audacity,  turbulence,  and  exterior  hberahty, 
which,  for  half  a  century,  has  been  practised 
with  so  much  success  to  themselves,  and  so 
much  misery  to  otliers  ?  We  call  on  the 
partizans  of  the  English  Government  to  an- 
swer these  two  questions. 

We  have  only  spoken  of  acquisitions  made 
by  i'.ngland,  and  known  to  Europe,  since 
the  treaty  of  Amiens;  acquisitions  which, 
according  to  the  ]>rofesscd  priiiciple  of  the  De- 
claration, now  constitute  "  a  state  of  pos- 
session different  from  that  which  existed  at 
the  period  of  the  treaty."  We,  however, 
conceive  it  our  duiv,  in  order  to  clear  up  the 
great  question  of  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
two  states,  to  recapitulate  the  acquisitions 
made  by  this  very  country,  during  the  course 
of  the  last  war.  We  shall  not  speak  of  the 
history  of  the  conquest  of  Tippoo  Saib.  If 
ever  a  L,onlroversy  should  arise,  on  the  com- 
parison of  the  acts  and  politics  of  revolution- 
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ary  Europe  with  the  system  which  England 
has  latterly  pursued  ia  India,  wc  undertake 
to  prove,  that  not  onlv  in  France,  at  the 
most  violent  epoch  of  her  revolution,  but,  al- 
so, in  no  other  country  of  the  globe,  and  at 
no  period  of  the  history  of  man,  has  any  ad- 
ministration ever  maniiested  a  more  iniquitous, 
a  more  greedv,  a  more  inhuman  ambition,  than 
that  ot  which  the  English  administration  in 
India  has  given  us  the  example,  both  before 
and  during  the  war  which  laid  low  one  of  the 
most  powerful  sovereigns  of  Indostan.  The 
result  of  power  and  of  riches,  for  which  the 
English  are  iucicbted  to  the  injustice  of  (heir 
Government  in  India,  is  as  follows  :  'I'he 
portion  of  the  bloody  heritage  of  Tippoo  Saib 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  England,  is  composed 
of  several  provinces,  rich  in  culture,  and  im- 
portant Irom  their  position.  Its  extent  is  .500 
miles  in  length,  and  300  in  breadth.  The 
army  of  I'ippoo  consisted  of  150,000  men, 
70,000  of  whom  were  regular  troops.  For 
fear  of  falling  into  error,  and  considering 
the  diversity  in  the  relations  of  historians  and 
travellers,  we  shall  not  venture  to  estimate 
the  pop>ilation  acquired  by  England,  nor  the 
revenues  of  its  new  usurpations.  But  to 
dwell  on  tacts  generally  admitted  :  we  ven- 
ture to  assert,  that  since  the  dcbtruction  of 
the  power  of  the  Mysore,  there  no  longer 
exists  any  force  in  Bengal,  and  in  the  penin- 
sula to  the  south  of  the  Mahratta  country, 
capable  of  opposing  the  slightest  check  to  the 
ambition  ot  England;  that  the  people  and 
states  of  this  country  lost,  in  the  overUirow 
of  Tippoo-Saib,  the  sole  support  of  their  in- 
dependence, and  the  ultimate  hope  of  their 
weakness ;  that  these  states,  now  defence- 
less, compose  when  united  to  those  under 
the  government  of  England,  a  population  of 
forty  m.illion  souls;  and  that  those  to  which 
British  authority  does  not  immediately  ex- 
tend, are  not  in  a  situation  less  miserable  or 
less  dependant ;  since  their  princes  are  in- 
cessantly alarmed  by  a  neighbour  who  over- 
awes them,  since  the  exclusive  system  of 
English  commerce  forbids  the  participation  of 
other  European  nations  in  the  commerce  of 
India,  and  thus,  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try, though  not  governed  by  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, are  no  less  subject  to  the  despotism 
of  her  speculations,  no  less  oppressed  by 
her  avarice,  and  no  less  the  slaves  of  her  in- 
dustry. 

(13.)  "  If  that  state  of  possession  and  of  en- 
*'  gagements  is  maieiially  affected  by  the  vo- 
"  luntary  act  of  any  of  Uie  panies,  so  as  to  prc- 
"  judicc  the  condition  on  which  tlie  other 
"  party  has  entered  into  the  contract,  the 
"  change  so  made,  may  be  considered  as  ope- 
"  rating  virtually  as  a  breach  of  the  treaty  it- 
"  self,  and  as  giving  the  parly  aggrieved  aright 
"  to  demand  satisiact;ou  or  compensation  lor 
"  any  substantial  difTcrcnce  whith  such  acts 
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"  may  have  cflfected  in  their  relative  situations; 
"  InitvvUatever  may  be  the  principle  on  which 
"  the  treaty  is  to  he  considered  as  louuded,  there 
'•■  is  uid.spuiably  a  General  Law  of  Nations, 
"  which,  ihongh  lial)le  to  be  limted,  ex- 
"  plained,  or  restrained  by  Conventional  Law, 
"  is  antecedent  to  it,  and  is  tliat  law  or  rule  o£ 
"  conduct  to  which  all  sovereigns  and  states 
"  liave  been  accustomed  to  appeal,  where 
"  Conventional  Law  is  admitted  to  have  been 
"  silent.  Tlic  Tre.ity  of  Amiens,  and  every 
"  oiher  treaty,  in  providing  for  the  objects  to 
"  wh  ch  it  IS  particularly  direcLcd,  does  noc 
'■■  thcrelore  assume  or  nnply  an  indifference 
"  to  all  other  objects  which  are  not  specified 
"  in  its  stipulations,  much  less  does  i(  adjudge 
"  tl'cm  to  be  of  a  nature  to  be  left  to  the  will 
"  and  caprice  of  the  violent  and  tire  pov.erfu). 
"  The  justice  of  the  cause  is  alone  a  sufficient 
"  ;.,iound  to  warrant  tiie  interposition  of  any  of 
"  the  powers  of  Europe  in  the  differences 
"  ^Oiiclr  may  arise  betxveen  otlier  states,  and 
"  tlie  application  and  extent  of  that  just  in- 
"  tcrposition  is  to  be  dctenriined  solely  by  coi\- 
"  siflcraiions  of  prudence.  These  pnirciples 
"  can  admit  of  no  dispute;  but  if  the  new  and 
"  extraordinary  pretension  advanced  by  the 
"  French  Government,  to  exclude  his  Majesty 
"  from  any  right  to  interlere  with  respect  to 
"  the  concerns  of  other  powers,  unless  they 
"  made  a  specific  part  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
"  Treaty  of  Amiens,  was  that  which  it  was  pos- 
"  sible  to  maintain,  those  powers  would  have 
"  a  right,  at  least,  to  claim  the  benefit  of  this 
"  principle,  in  every  case  of  difference  be- 
"  tween  the  two  countries.  The  indignatioa 
"  ol  all  Europe  must  surely  then  be  excited  by 
•'  the  declarations  of  the  French  government, 
"  that,  in  the  event  of  hosidities,  these  very 
"  powers  who  were  no  part.es  to  the  Treaty  of 
"  Amiens,  and  who  were  not  allowed  to  de- 
"  rive  r.ny  advantage  from  the  remonstrances  of 
"  his  Majesty  in  their  behalf,  are  nevertheless 
"  to  be  made  the  victims  of  a  war  which  is 
"  alledged  to  arise  out  of  the  same  Treaty, 
"  and  are  to  be  sacrificed  in  a  contest  whicli 
"  they  not  only  have  not  occasioned,  but 
"  which  they  have  had  no  means  whatever  of 
"  preventing." 

The  conclusion  of  this  paragraph  is  totally 
unintelligible.  There  is  here  a  confusion  of 
powers  which  renders  it  incomprehensible. 
Which,  we  wish  to  know,  are  the  states  "  in 
whose  behalf  the  English  government  has 
made  remonstrances,"  and  which  are  those, 
that,  "  not  being  able  to  occasion  or  prevent 
the  contest,  may  nevertheless  be  made  the 
victims  of  it  .'"These  powers  are  not  thus 
confounded  without  design  ;  for  it  is  always 
so  easy  to  explain  our  intentions  clearly,  that 
obscuritv,  in  objects  of  great  and  manifest 
interest,'  must  ever  be  considered  as  the  cer- 
tain sign  of  dissimulation,  or  of  a  conscience 
stung  with  reproaches.  But  what  is  here  the 
secret  intentions  of  the  English  government? 
Of  these  we  are  totally  ignorant.  We  know 
only,  that  the  states,  in  Avhose  behalf  Eng- 
land has  made  remonstrances,  have  no  great 
reason  to  express  their  gratitude,  iler  de- 
ceitful promises  proved  fatal  to  the  King  of 
Sardinia.     Thev  would  also  have  succeeded 
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in  undoing  Switzerland,  had  not  tlie  First 
Consul  snatched  that  devoted  coiimry  from 
their  solieitations.  As  to  the  states  that  may 
suffer  from  the  war  which  luigland  is  about 
to  rekindle,  we  imagine  this  to  be  one  of 
the  consolations  which  her  generosity  is  pre- 
paring, to  efface  the  impression  of  their  mi- 
series and  alarms.  Shm:ld  this  war  draw  af- 
ter it  a  ten  years  train  of  fresh  desolations 
and  destruction,  England,  by  her  foresigiited 
declaration,  is  already  [)repared  to  say  to  her 
victims — "  Of  what  have  you  to  reproach 
me  r  It  is  true  I  rekindled  the  war  ;  it  is  true 
I  foresaw  all  that  you  were  to  suffer;  but 
read  my  manifesto,  and  see  whether  or  no 
I  did  not  say,  that  you  IkuI  neither  occasioned 
nor  prevented  it,  and  expressly  recommended 
that  j/oit  inigfit  not  be  sacrificed  in  this  contest. 
These  generous  ideas,  we  doubt  not,  will 
inspire  the  cabinet  writers,  the  first  time  they 
have  occasion  to  manufacture  one  of  those 
laboured  productions,  entitled,  T/ie  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  which,  annually,  informs 
the  good  people  of  England,  of  all  that  the 
anxiety  of  ministers  for  their  happiness  has 
projected,  and  of  the  happy  unanimity  sub- 
sisting between  them  and  the  legislature. 

(14.)  "  His  Majesty  judged  it  most  cxpedi- 
"  ent,  under  tlie  ciicunist.iiiccs  wliich  tiien  af- 
"  fectcd  Europe,  to  abstain  Irom  a  recurrence 
"  to  hostilities  on  accwunt  ol'  the  views  ol  am- 
"  bition  and  acts  of  aggression  manifested  by 
"  France  on  the  continent;  yet  an  experience- 
•'  of  the  character  ,<nd  dispositions  of  the  French 
"  government  could  not  fail  to  impress  Ins 
"  M.ijesty  With  a  sense  of  the  necessity  ol  in- 
"  creased  vigilance  in  guarding  tlie  rights  and 
"  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  in  protecting  tlic 
"  interests  of  liis  people. — Wlnlst  liis  Majesty 
"  was  actuated  by  these  sentiments,  lie  ^\  as 
"  called  upon  by  the  Frencli  government  to 
"  evacuate  the  island  of  Malta.  His  Majesty 
"  iiad  manifested,  from  the  moment  of  the 
"  signature  of  tlie  deiinitive  treaty,  an  anxious 
"  disposition  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  stipu- 
*'  lations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  relative  to 
^'  that  island.  As  soon  as  he  was  informed 
*'  that  an  election  of  a  Grand  Master  had  taken 
'  "  place,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Emperor  of 

"  Russia,  and  that  it  had  been  agreed  by  the 
*'  different  priories  assembled  at  St.  Petcrsbiirgh 
*'  to  acknowledge  the  person  whom  tlie  court 
,  .  "  of  Rome  sh:)uld  select  out  of  tiiQse  who  had 
"  been  named  by  them  to  be  Grand  Master  of 
"  the  Order  of  St.  John,  his  Majesty  proposed 
"  to  the  French  government,  for  tlie  ])urpose  of 
"  avoiding  any  difficulties  v.'liich  mi?;lit  arise  in 
"  the  execution  of  the  arrangement,  to  ae- 
"  knowledge  that  election  to  be  valid:  and 
*'  when,  in  the  month  of  August,  the  French 
"  government  applied  to  his  Majesty  to  per- 
"  m:i  tlie  Neapolitan  troops  to  be  sent  to  the 
"  island  of  Malta,  as  a  preliminary  measure  for 
"  preventing  any  unnecessary  delay,  his  Ma- 
"  jcsty  consented  without  hesitation  to  this 
"  proposal,  and  gave  directions  for  the  admis- 
"  sion  of  the  Neapolitan  troops  into  tiie  island. 
"  His  Majesty  had  thus  sb.evvn  his  disposition 
*'  not  only  to  throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of 


"  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  Imt,  on  the  cor5- 
"  trary,   to   f.ieilitate  tlie  executioii  of   it  by 
"  every   means  in   his  povver.     His    Majesty 
"  cannot,  however,  admit,  that  at  any  period 
"  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
"  the  Frcnc  h  government  have  had  a  rigiit  to 
"  call  ujion  iiim,   in  conformity  to  the  stipula- 
"  tions  of  that  treaty,    to  withdraw   his  forces 
"  from  the  island  of  Malta.     At  tlie  time  when 
"  tliis  demand  was  made  by  the  French  go- 
"  veinment,    several  of  the  most   important 
"  stipulations  of  the  arrangement  resjieeting 
"  Malta  remained  unexecuted:  the  election  of 
"  a  Grand  Master  had  not  been   carried  into 
"  effect.     The    tenth    article    had    stipulated 
"  that  the  independence  of  the  island  should 
"  be  placed  under  the   guarantee  and  protec- 
"  tion  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Austria,  Rus- 
"  sia,    Spain,   and   Prussia.     The  Emperor  of 
"  Germany  had  acceded  to  the  guarantee,  but 
"  only  on  condition  of  a  like  accession  on  the 
"  part  of  the  other  powers  specified  in  the  ar« 
"  tide.     The  Emjieror  of  Russia   had  refused 
"  his  accession,  except  on  the  condition  that 
"  the    Maltese  langue  should    be  abrogated  j 
"  and  theKing  o(  Prussia  had  given  no  answer 
"  whatever  to  the  application  which  had  been 
"  made  to  him  to  accede  to  the  .arrangement. 
"  But  the  fundamental  pr.nciple,  uponihe  ex- 
"  istcnee  of  which  depended  the  execution  of 
"  the  other  parts  of  the  article,   had  been  de- 
"  fcated  by  the  changes  which  had  taken  i)laee 
"  in  the  constitution  of  the  Order  since  the 
"  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace.     It  was 
"  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  tluat: 
"  his  Majesty  was,  by  the  first  stipulation  of 
"  tiie  10th  article,  bound  to  restore  the  island 
"  of  Malta.     The  Order  is  defined  to  consist  of 
"  tliose  lapgues  which  were  in  existence  at  the 
"  time    of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  :  the 
"  three  French  langues  having  been  abolished, 
"  and  a  ATaltese  langue  added  to  the  institu- 
"  tion.     The    Order  consisted,    therefore,    at 
"  that  time  of  the  following  langues,  viz.    of 
"   Arragon,  Castile, Germany,  Bavaria,  and  Rus- 
"  sia.     Since  tlie  conclusion   of  the  definitive 
"  treaty, the  langues  of  Arragon  and  Castile  have 
"  been  separated   from   the  Order  by  Spain,  a 
"  prat  of  the  Italian  langue  has  been  abolished 
"   by  the  annexation  of  Piedmont  and   Parma 
"  to  France.   There  is  strong  reason  to  believe 
"  that  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  setiues- 
"  trate  the  property  of  the   Bavarian  langue, 
"  and  the  intention  has  been  avowed  of  keep- 
"  ing  the   Russiin    langues  withm  the  domi- 
"  nions  of  the  Emiieror." 
The   British  government,  by    what  it  ad- 
vances in  this  historical  devijjopement,  stands 
evidently  accused.     On   the  arrival   of  the 
Neapolitan  troops  at  Malta,  its  dispositions, 
at   least  apparently  so,  were  conformable  to 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the   two  countries 
lived  in  a  state  of  good  understanding.    Every 
thing     that  precedes    this    event    may,   too 
late,  be    remembered   with  bitterness,    and 
represented  in  a  false  point  of  view  ;  but  it  is 
certain,  that,  at  that  period,  the  communi- 
cations, official  and  non-oificial,  between  the 
two  governments,  were  amicable  and   tem- 
perate.    If  the  English  government,  at  this 
time,  susp^'Cted  France  of  "  vieivs  of  <unbi- 
liony'  and  could  have  accused  her  of  "  mani- 
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fested  ac^gyesxions"  'v^'hy  can  thev  not  be 
traced  in  the  official  notes  or  dispatches  of 
jts  Ministers? — It  is  then,  clear,  that  the 
irritation  of  the  English  government  takes 
its  date  from  the  very  moment  it  was  called 
on  to  execute  (he  treaty  of  Amiens,  in  a 
point  that  counteracted  its  projects  of  ambi- 
tion. It  is  clear,  that  it  has  now  no  other 
charge  against  France ;  it  is  clear,  that  all 
those  whicn  precede  it,  were  mere  amplifi- 
cations of  office,  a  vain  display  of  blustering 
declamations  and  diplomatic  bathology, deem- 
ed necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
public  from  the  real  object  of  the  rupture. 

(]  J.)  "  Undertlicse  circumstances,  ilie  Order 
"  ol   St.  John,  cannot  now  be  considered  as 
•"  that  body  to  which,  according  to  the  stipula- 
"  tions  of  tlie  treaty,  the  island  was  to  be  res- 
"  tored  ;  and  the  fuuds  indispensably  necessary 
"  lor  iis  support,    and  lor  the  maintenance  of 
"  tiie  independence  ot  tliat  island,  have  been 
*'  nearly,  if  not  wholly,  sequestered.     Even  if 
*'  this  had  arisen  from  circumstances  which  it 
"  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  of  the  contract- 
*'  ing  parties  to  the  treaty  to  control,   his  Ma- 
"  jesty  Vi  uuld  nevertlieless,   have    iiad  a  right 
"  lo  defer  tiie  evacuation  of  the  island  by  liis 
''  forces,  until  sych  time  as  an   equivalent  ar- 
"  rangement  had  been  concluded  for  the  pre- 
"  servation  of  the  independence  of  tlie  Order 
*•  and  of  ilie  island.     But  if  these  changes  have 
"  taken  pi?  e    in  consequence  of  any  acts  of 
'''  the  other  parties  of  ihe  treaty  ;  if  tne  Frenrii 
f  government  shall  appear  to  have  proceeded 
"  iijion  a  system  of  rendering  the  Order  wliose 
■"  iiidependeace  they  had  stipulated,  incapable 
*'  of  maintaining  that  independence,  his  Ma- 
"  jcsty's  right   to  continue  in   the  occupation 
*'  of  the  sland,  under  such  circumstances,  will 
"  hardly    be  contested.        It   is    Indsputable, 
"  that  the  revenues  of  tlic  two  Spanish  Langucs 
*'  have  been  withdrawn  from  tlic  Order  by  his 
"  Catholic   Majesty ;    a   part    of    the    It;Uian 
"  Langue  has  in  fact  been  abolis'.icd  by  France, 
■"  tiirough  the  unjust  annexation  of  Piedmont 
''  and  Parnnis  and  Placeiuia,  to  the  French  ler- 
'^'  ritory.     The  Elector  of  Kavaria  has  been  in- 
•'  stigatcd   by  the  Freni  h  government   to  te- 
"  questrate  the  property  of  the  Order  within 
•'  his    territories;    and    it  is  certain,  tliat  they 
"  have  lint  cinly  sanctioned,    but   encouraged 
*'  tlie  idea  of  the  pmiiriety  of   separating   the 
"  Russian  Langues  fmrn  the  remainder  of  the 
"  Order.-    As  the  conduct  of  the  governments 
"  of  France    and    Spain,  have,    therefore,   in 
'*  some  instances  directly,  and  in  others,  indi- 
"  rectly,   contributed   to   the   changes   which 
"  have  taken  place  in  the  Order,  and  thus  de- 
"  stroyed    its    means  of  supporting   its    inde- 
"  pendence,  it  is  to  those  governments,  ajid 
"  not  to  his  Majesty,  that  the  non-cxecution 
•'  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
"  must  be  ascribed. — Such  would  be  tiie  just 
"  conclusion,  if   the    lOih   Art.  of  that  treaty 
"  were  considered  as  an  arrangement  by  itself, 
"  It  must  be  observed  however,  that  this  Ar- 
•'■  tide  forms  a  part  only  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
"  the  whole  of  which   is  connected  together, 
"  and  the  stipulations  of  which  must,  upon  a 
"  principle   common  to  all  -treaties,   be  con- 
"  strued  as  having  a  reference  to  eacli  other, 
f'  His  Majesty  was  induced  by  the  treaty  of 


*  «'  Pe.acc  to  consent  to  abandon  and  to  restore 
'•  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  the  island  of  Malta, 
«'  on  condition  of  its  independence  and  neu- 
"  trality.  But  a  further  condition  which  must 
"  necessarily  be  supposed  lo  have  had  consi- 
"  di'rablit  influence  with  his  M.-ijesty  in  iii- 
"  ducing  him  to  make  so  importaitt  aconccs- 
"  sion,  was  the  accjuiescencc  of  the  French 
"  government  in  an  arrangeinent  for  the  secu-_ 
"  rity  of  the  Levant,  by  the  Sih  and  9th  Arti- 
*'  cles  in  the  treaty,  slipulaiiiig  tlie  nuerests  of 
"  tlie  Turkish  Empire,  and  the  independence 
"  of  the  Ionian  islands." 
It  will  here  be  necessary  to  recall  to  our 
recollection  the  10th  Article  of  the  trealy  of 
Amiens,  which  we  shall  transcribe  entire: 

"  The  islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Conuno,  shall 
"  be  restorediothcOrderof  St.  John  of  Jerusalem*, 
"  to  be  held  on  the  same  conditions  on  w  hicii  it  pos- 
"  sessedihem  before  the  war,  and  u.ider  the  lollow- 
"   Mi'x  scipulations: — 1.  The  Kiiighis  of  the  Order, 
"  whose  L«//tf/ai  shall  continue  to  subsist,  after  tlie 
"  exchange  ot  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty,  are 
"  invited  to  return  to  Malta,  assoon  as  tlieexcliange 
"  shall  have  tak(.'n  place.     They  shall  tliere  form  a 
"  general  Chapter,  and  proceed  to  the  election  of 
'  a  Grand  Master,  cliosen  from  among  the  natives 
'  of  those   nations    which    are   to   preserve   their 
'  Laiiiriirs,  unless  that  election   has  been   already 
'  made  since  the  exchange  of  the  preliminaries. — ■ 
'  It  is  understood  that  an  electini  made  subsequent 
'  to  that  epoch,   shall  alone   be  considered   valid, 
'  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  that  may  have  taken 
'  place  at  any  period  prior  to  that  epoch. — 2.  The 
'  govcri.ments  of  the    French    Republic,    and  of 
'  t?reat-Rriiain,  desiring  to    place   tlic   Order  and 
'  island  of  Malta  in  a  state  of  entire  independence 
'  with  respect  to  themselves,  agree  that  there  shall 
'  not  be  in  future   either  a  French   or  an  English 
'  Lf/>i!rii.' ;   and   th.at  no    individual   belonging   to 
'  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  powers  sh.iU 
'  be  admitted  into  the  Order. — 3.  There  shall   be 
'  established  a  Maltese  Laifj^uo,  which  shall  be  sup- 
'  ported  by  the  terntorii'.l  revenues,  and  commer- 
'  cial  duties  of  the  island.     This  Z.w^ifMc  shall  have 
'  its  ]ieciiliar  dignities,  an  establishment  and  a  man- 
''  sion-house.     Prools  of  nobility  siiall  not  be  ne- 
■'  cessary  lorthe  admission  of  Kni'ilus  oii\\.s  Laiiirue; 
"   and  tliey  shall  be  moreover  admissible  to  all  of- 
"  hces,  and   shall  enjoy  all  privileges  in  the  same 
''  manner  as  the  Knights  of  the  other  Laii'j;ues.     At 
«'  least //f///"of  the  Municipal,  Adir.imstrative,  Civil, 
"  Judicial,   and  other  employments  depending  on 
"  the  G>)veinir.ent,  shall  be  filled  by  inhabitants  of 
"  the  islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Commo.     4.  The 
«'  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  evacuate  the 
"  island  and  its  dependencies,  within  three  months 
"  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  or  sooner 
"  if  possible.     At  that  epoch  it  shall  be  given  up  to 
"  the  Order  in  its  present  state,  [)rovided  tlie  Grand 
"   Master,  ur  Commissaries,  fully  authorizedaccord- 
"  ing  to  the  statutes  ot  the  Older,  shall  be  in  the 
"  island  to  lake  possession,  and  that  thelorce  wiiich 
is  to    be  provid<^d  by  his  Sicilian  Majesty,  as  is 
hereafter  stipulated,   shall  have  arrived  there. — 
5.  One  half  ol  the  garrison,  at  least,  shall  be  al- 
ways composed  of  native  Maltese;  for  the  re- 
mainder, the  Order  may  levy  recruits  in  those 
countries  only   which   continue    to  possi'ss    the 
Lan-yui's.     The  Maltese  troops  shall  have  Maltese 
officers.     The  commandersiup  in  chief  of   the 
garrison,  as  well  as  Ihc  nomination  of  the  offi. 
cers,  shall  pertain  to  the  Grand  M.aster,  and  tins 
ri.;lit  he  cannot  resign  even  tempurarilv,  except 
in  favour  of  a  Knight,  and  in  concurrence   with 
'^  P  p  p  2 
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"  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  the  Order— fi.  Tii«  |  only  the  concurrence  of  the  contracting  pew- 


independence  of  the  iflesof  Maltn,  of  Gcz.)  and 
■'   Com  no,   as   well  as   the   present  arran^cnieiits, 
•'  shall  be  placed  under   the    protection   and  gua- 
"  rantce  of  France,  Great-Britain,  Austria,   Spam, 
"  Russia,  and  Prussia. — 7.   The    neutmlty   ol    the 
"  Order  and  of   the  island  of  Malta,  with    its  dc- 
"  pendencies,  is  hereby  proclaimed. — 8.  The  pons 
"  of  Malta  shall  be  opened  to  the  commerce  and 
•'  the  navigation   of   all    nations,  wUo  shall  tliere 
"  pay   equal  and  moderate   dut'Cs :    these    duties 
*'  shall  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Mal- 
"  tese  Langue,  as  specified  in  paragraph  3,    to  that 
*'  of  the  civil  and   military  estabhsliments  of  the 
*'  island,  as   well  as  to  that  of  a  general  Lazaret, 
*'  open   to  all  colours. —  9.  The  States  of  B  ub.iry 
*'  are  excepted   from   the  conditions    of  tiie   pre- 
*'  ceding  paragraphs,  until,  by  means  of  an  arrange- 
*'  ment  to  be  procured  by  the  contracting  parties, 
•'  the  system  of  hostiLties,  which  subsists  bctvveen 
"  the  states  of  Baibary  and  the  Order  of  St.  John, 
*'  or  the  powers  possessing  the   L(ni2;iics,  or  con- 
"  curring    in  the  composition  of  the  Order   shall 
*'  have  ceased. — 10.  The  Order  siiall  be  governed 
*'  both   with  respect  to    Spirituals  and  Temporals, 
*'  by  the  same  statutes,  which  were  in  force,  v/lien 
•'  the  Knights  left  t!ie   isle,  as  far  as  the  present 
*'  treaty  does  not  abrogate  tliem. — 11.  The  regu- 
"  lations  contained   in  the  paragrapb.s,  3,   5,  7,  S, 
*'  and  10,  shall  be  converted   into  laws  and  pcipc- 
"  tual  statutes  of  the  Order,  in  the  customary  nian- 
*'  ner;  and  the  Grand  Master,   or,  if  lie  shall   not 
*'  be  in  the  island  at  the  time  of  its  restoration  lo 
*'  the  Order,  his  representative,  as  well  as  Irs  suc- 
*'  cessors,  shall  be  bound  to  take  an  oath  for  their 
*'  punctual  observance.— 12.    His  S.c:lian  Majesty 
*'  shall  be  invited  to  furnish  2C)t)  men,  natives  of  iiis 
"  states,  to  serve  as  a  garrison  in  the  difTerent  for- 
"  tresses  of  the  said  islands.     Th.ai   force  shall  re- 
"  main  one  year,  to  bear  date  fiom  tiieir  restitution 
"  to  the  Knights;  and  if  at  the  expiration   ol  tliis 
"  terra,  the  Order  should  not  have  raised  a  force 
"  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Guaranteeing 
"  Powers  to  gaiTison  the  island  and  its  dcpenden- 
"  cies,  as    is    specified   in  the  5iii  paragraph,    the 
"  Neapolitan  troops  shall  continue  tliere  until  they 
"  shall  be  replaced  by  a  force  deemed  suflic;ent  by 
"  the  said  Powers. — 13.  The  different  Powers  de- 
*'  signated  in  the   (ith    paragraph,  to  wit,  France, 
"  Grcat-Bntain,  Austria,  Spain,  Russia,  and  Prussia, 
"  shall  be   invited  lo  accede  to  the  present  stipu- 
**  lations." 

The  letter  and  spirit  of  every  part  of  this 
nrticle  agrees  on  one  point,  which,  both  with 
reo-ard  to  the  order  of  Malta,  and  the  respec- 
tive interests  of  France  and  England,  is  the 
most  important  of  all — that  within  three 
months  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications, 
the  island  of  Malta  shall  be  evacuated  by  the 
British  forces,  and  that  the  order  shall  remain 
sovereign,  and  independent  of  any  of  the 
contracting  powers. — This  article  consists  of 
thirteen  paragraplis ;  and  this  division,  ex- 
pressly and  numerically  marked,  indicates 
that  they  are  distinct,  and  totally  indepen- 
dent of  each  other.  Some  of  these  para- 
graphs are  conditional ;  others  absolute.    Of 


ers    in    order    to  its    execution. — There  is, 
however,  one  exception  in  the   fourth  pa- 
ragraph,  and   that  exception  is  clearly    ex- 
pressed: the  island    shall  not  be   evacuated 
bv    the   English   troops,  but  on  the   arrival 
of  the  Grand  Master  or  Commissaries  fully 
authorized     according    to    the     statutes    of 
the    Order,    and   of  the   Neapolitan  troops. 
Here  we  find  the  positive  clause  of  the  eva- 
cuation  of  Malta  united  to  two  conditional 
clauses.      But  the'  exception  establishes  the 
rule,  and  is  the  clearest  evidence,  that  the 
evacuation  of  Malta  by  the   English  cannot 
be  connected  with  a  third  hypothesis.     The 
two  conditions  just  cited  entered  necessarily 
into  the  sense  and  object  of  the  negotiation, 
and,    for  this  reason,  were   inserted  in   the 
fourth  paragraph.     1  he  preamble  of  the  ar- 
ticle declares,   in   an  absolute  manner,  that 
the  order  shall  be  master  of  Malta ;  the  se- 
cond paragraph  declares,  in  an  absolute  man- 
ner, that  the  order  and  island  of  Malta  shall 
be  in  a  iiale  of  entire  independence  t;f  France 
and  of  England.     It  is  thereiore  riecessary, 
in  a   mrnner  equally  absolute,  that  the  two 
conditions,  the  presence  of  a  commissary  of 
the  order,  and  of  the  Neapolitan  troops  des- 
tined  for  the  provisional  protection  of  the 
island,  and  the   order  of    Malla,  should  be 
realized,   in   order  to  the  execution  of  the 
preamble  and   the  fourth  paragraph.      But 
j  neither  in  the  nature  of  things,  nor  by  the 
I  contexture  of  the    lOlh  article,  can  the  eva- 
cuation and  independence  of  Malta  be  con- 
nected with  anv  other  conditional  paragraphs 
of  this  article.     The  two  governments  agreed 
that  Malta  should  be  restored   to  the  order. 
Ou':    renounced  the  rights  acquired  by  the 
treaty  made  with  the  order ;    the  other,  the 
rights  attained  bv  conquest ;  and,  in  order 
that  these  sacrifices  might  not  experience  the 
least  obstacle,  and  the  smallest  possible  de- 
lay, they  made  the  act  of  restitution  to  de- 
pend wholly  on  one  power,  and   took   care 
to  interest  that  power  in  the  restoration  of 
the  order,  by  stipulating,  in  the  preamble, 
for  the  preservation  of  its  individual  rights. 
In  the  same  spirit  of  foresight  have  they  pro- 
vided, in  the  i-th  and  10th  paragraphs,  against 
the  alternative,   that  the  grand  master  should 
not  be  elected,  or  tliat  he   could  not  repair 
to  the  island,  to  receive  it  from  the  British 
oiFicers.     Such  were  the  positive  and  absolute 
views  of  the   two  governments,  relative  to 
the  order  of  Malta.     But  this  order   being 
feeble,  dispersed,  and  without  a  chief,  it  be- 
came their  duty,  at  the  same  time,  to  turn 


the  former  description  are,  necessarily,  those  their  attention  to  the  changes  which  circum- 
which  speak  of  the  concurrence  of  the  pow-  stances  had  rendered  necessary,  both  in  its 
ers  not  contraclants  to  the  treaty.  Oi  the  constitution  and  its  future  interests.  For  this 
latter,  are,  necessarily,  those  which  require  |  purpose  they  decreed  the  accessory  clauses 
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relative  to  reforms  deemed  beneficial,  and  to 
political  guarantees  the  most  capable  of  pro- 
curing; to  the  order  security,  prosperity,  and 
consideration.     These  clauses  are  to  be  found 
in  ti  e  paragraphs  1,  3,  5,  6,  8,   11,  and  13 
of  the  Xth  article.     But  none  of  these  clauses 
essentially  interest  the  existence  of  the  order. 
Langues  may  be  established  or  suppressed  ; 
the  order  mav  be  more  or  less  rich ;  its  exist- 
ence may  be  guaranteed  by  a  greater  or  less 
number  of  powers  ;  these  hypotheses  effect, 
in  no  degree  whatever,  the  essence  of  the 
re-establishment  of  the  order  in  its  chief  place 
of  residence,  and,  still  less,    can  they  alter 
the  force  of  the  engagements  which  the  two 
powers  have  contracted    on  their  own  part, 
and  on  the  part  of  each  other.     This  theory 
of  right  is   so  plain,    that   nothing  but  the 
most  notorious  bad  faith  could  render  an  ex- 
position of  it  necessary.     Nothing,  too,  but 
the  most  bare-faced  ambition  can  dispute  the 
truth  of   its   conclusions.      Let  us  suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  on  this  point  the  conduct 
of  England  had  been  sincere  and  disinterest- 
ed ;    what  would  have  bifen  her  language? 
*'  The   powers    who   are  to   guarantee    the 
"   1 0th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  have 
*'  delayed  giving  tins  guarantee  ;  it  will  ar- 
*'  rive  quite  as  soon  after  as  before  the  eva- 
"  cuation.     Is   this   guarantee,  in  some  re- 
"  spects,  incomplete  ?    We  will  negotiate  to 
*'  obtain  one  v/ithout   modification ;  or  else 
"  the  contracting  powers  will   yield  to  the 
"  modifications  demanded.       In  short,  the 
"  guarantee,  such  as  is  wished  for,  can  it  not 
"  be  obtained  ?    Well !  the  order  shall  ex- 
"  ist  under  the  guarantee  of  the  contracting 
"  powers,  and  those  who  have  not  acceded 
"  to  the  demands  stipulated  in  the  6th  and 
"    13th  par-agraphs  of  the   10th  article,  are 
"  too  generous  and  too  just  ever  to  attach 
"  the  security  of  an  order,  in  the  re-esta- 
"  blishment  of  which,  their  wishes  and  their 
"  kind  offices   have  as   m.uch  contributed  as 
"  the   consent  and  the  inclinations  of   the 
"  contracting  powers."     With  respect  to  the 
clauses   relative   to   reforms,    her   language 
would  have  been  this :    "  the  order  in  elect- 
"  ing  the  grand  master  since  the  treaty  of 
"  Amiens,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  in  autho- 
*'  rizing  this  nomination,  the  sovereign  pon- 
"  tiff  in  concluding  this   election,  have  im- 
"  plicitly  adopted  the  reforming  paragraphs. 
"  Will   a   more    direct   discussion  of    these 
"  clauses  give  birth   to  diihculties  in  their 
*'  execution?    These  dilHcuilies  sliall  be  ex- 
"  amined,  explained,  and  either  adopted  or 
*'  rejected.     It  little  imports  the  tranquillity 
"  of  the  world,  whether  the  changes  in  the 
"  statutes  of  the  order  be  few  or  many  ;  but 
*'  it  highly  imports  the  honour  of  England, 
"  that  this   order  should  exist,    be  iiume- 


'  "  diately  rc-installed,  and  its  chief  residence 
"  restored   to  it.     In    short,    the  order  of 


"  Malta  is  menaced  in  its  possessions  by  so- 
"  vereigns,  to  whom  the  invasion  of  the 
"  island  of  Malta  has  become  either  an  ob- 
"  ject  of  encouragement  and  imitation,  or  a 
"  motive  for  now  endeavouring  to  plunder 
"  the  order  of  a  rich  portion  of  her  terri- 
"  tories.  Is  this  danger,  then,  a  reason  for 
"  taking  advantage  of  those  acts  of  violence 
"  which  this  unfortunate  order  is  in  dread  of 
"  experiencing  ?  And,  because  it  is  poor, 
"  and  runs  the  risk  of  becoming  niore  so, 
"  is  it  generous  to  seek  to  add  to  the  mea- 
"  sure  of  its  miseries,  by  plundering  it  of  its 
"  subjects,  its  fortresses,  its  ports,  and  its 
"  tide  of  sovereignty."  Such  would  have 
been  the  language  of  the  minister  of  the 
King  of  England,  had  it  been  intended  in 
the  ])rivy  council  to  establish,  on  grounds  of 
justice  and  good  sense,  the  determination  his 
Britannic  Majesty  had  entered  into. 

(16.)  "  His  Majesty  has,  however,  since 
"  learnt,  that  the  French  government  have  en- 
"  tertained  views  hostile  to  botii  these  objects; 
"  and  that  they  have  even  suggested  the  idea  of 
"  a  paitition  of  the  Turkish  empire.  Tliese 
"  views  must  now  be  manifest  to  all  the  world, 
"  from  the  official  publication  of  the  report  of 
"  Colonel  Sobastiani,  from  the  conduct  of  that 
"  officer,  and  of  the  other  French  agents  in 
"  Egypt,  Syria,  and  the  Ionian  islands,  ani 
"  from  tiie  distinct  admission  of  the  First  Con- 
"  sulhimfclf,  in  his  coir.municaiion  with  Lord 
"  WhitvvorJi.  His  Majesty  was,  thercfcsic, 
"  warranted  in  considering  it  to  be  the  deter- 
"  mination  of  tlie  French  government  to  v;o- 
"  late  tliose  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
"  which  stipulated  for  the  integrity  and  inde- 
"  pendcnce  of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  of  the 
"  Ionian  islands,  and  consequently  he  would 
"  not  have  been  justified  in  evaluating  tlic 
"  island  of  Malta,  without  receiving  some 
'*  other  security,  wliich  might  equally  provide 
"  for  these  important  objects.  His  Majesty 
"  accordingly  feels  that  he  lias  an  incontcstible 
"  claim,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of 
"  France  since  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  with. 
"  reference  to  the  objects  whicli  made  part  of 
"  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  to  refuse, 
"  under  the  present  circumstances,  to  relin- 
"  quish  the  possession  of  the  island  of  Malta." 

The  war  of  the  English  government  has 
two  alledged  pretexts.  The  former  we  have 
already  analyzed  ;  the  latter  is  an  affected  in- 
quietude as  to  the  fate  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire. We  shall  next  examine  the  declared 
motives  of  this  inquietude.  In  the  first 
place,  the  English  government  "  learnt  that 
the  French  entertained  vieivs  hostile  to  the  intC' 
gritj/  of  the  Ottoman  empire ;"  and  these  views, 
say  they,  "  ?/tnst  7ioi'j  be  knoim  to  nil  the 
zvorld."  By  what  means  has  the  English  go- 
vernment learnt  that  France  entertained  such 
views?  And  on  what  evidence  does  it  assert, 
that  these  views  were  known  to  all  the 
world?    The  declaration  is  silent   on  this 
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charge,  and,  doubtlc'^s,  no  human  sa2;ficity 
can  supply  the  place  of  such  an  omission  ! — 
To  "  learn"  a  little  sooner,  what  "  all  the 
world  knows"  a  little  later,  may  be  a  great 
effort  of  foresight.  But  what  is  here  want- 
ing to  complete  the  reader's  instruction,  is 
the  proof  that  these  designs  were  known  be- 
fore the  time  of  their  public  revelation  ;  that 
these  designs  are  generally  known  even  now; 
and,  what  is  of  still  more  importance,  that 
these  designs  had  ever  any  real  existence. 
Where  are  the  proofs  oi  this  assertion  ?  Not 
in  the  declaration  ;  for  that  refers  us,  with  an 
Jissurance  which  we  cannot  sufficiently  ad- 
mire, to  the  report  of  Colonel  Scbastiani, 
and  the  "  distinct  admission''  of  the  First 
Consul  himself,  in  his  communication  with 
Lord  Whitworth.  Thus  instructed,  the 
reader  hastens  to  the  official  collection, 
where  he  first  of  all  turns  to  the  communica- 
tions of  the  First  Consul  with  the  British 
Ambassador,  and  afterwards  to  the  report  of 
Colonel  Sebastiani,  "  which  discovers  to  the 
whole  world  the  views  of  the  French  govern- 
ment." During  the  course  of  Lord  \Mii(- 
worth's  mission,  did  there  ever  exist  a  nego- 
tiation between  this  ambassador  and  the 
French  ministry  ?  Would  the  First  Consul 
have  deigned  to  assist  at  an  ofScial  confe- 
rence }  Would  there  have  been  a  minute  of 
these  conferences  ^  And  would  the  First 
Consul  have  authorized  the  insertion  in  this 
minute  of  what  he  had  been  pleased  to  say  } 
Had  this  been  the  case,  there  would,  we 
conceive,  have  been  a  regular,  authentic 
communication.  But  no ;  nothing  of  this 
sort  appears  in  the  official  collection.  But 
what  do  we  find  in  it  that  applies  to  the  as- 
sertion of  the  English  minister  r  A  conver- 
sation of  two  hours,  comprised  in  a  dispatch 
of  three  pages ;  an  acknowledgment,  often 
repeated,  of  the  difficulty  of  the  writer  to 
retain  and  arrange  his  recollections,  a  con- 
fession of  not  being  able  to  confide  in  his 
memory,  ar.d  a  sentence  carefully  under- 
lined, for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  the 
grand  mystery  and  distiuri  admission  of  the 
views  of  the  First  Consul  against  the  Otto- 
man empire.  This  sentence  runs  thus  : 
*•  He  now  went  back  to  Egypt,  and  told 
*'  me,  that  if  he  had  felt  the  smallest  incli- 
*'  nation  to  take  it  by  force,  he  might  have 
*'  done  it  a  month  ago,  by  sending  '25,000 
*'  men  to  Aboukir,  who  would  have  pos- 
"  sessed  themselves  of  the  vi'hole  country, 
"  in  defiance  of  the  4000  British  in  Alex- 
"  andria.  That  instead  of  that  garrison 
*'  being  a  means  of  protecting  Egypt,  it  was 
"  only  :Uinishing  nun  with  a  pretence  for 
*'  invading  it.  litis  he  should  not  do,  ii-ht/t- 
"  evtr  /ni^ht  be  his  desire  to  have  it  as  a  co- 
*'  lom/,  because  he  did  not  think  it  ivorth  the 


"  risk  of  a  i-:ar,  in  ivhich  he  might,  perhaps, 
"  be  considered  (is  the  aqgrsssoi;  and  bj/  ivhich 
"  he  slioiild  lose  more  titan  lie  could  gain,  sincc^ 
"  sooner  or  later,  ^'.gypt  would  belong  to 
"  France,  eidur  bj/  the  falling  to  pieces  of  the 
"  Turkish  cu'pirc,  or  by  some  arrangement 
"  vjith  the  Pnrte.''  Is  it  possible  to  play  thus 
audaciouslv  with  the  good  sense  of  the  people 
of  the  J 9th  century!  And  is  it  the  natjon 
that  produced  a  Locke,  a  Nepier,  and  a 
Newton,  whose  determination  to  spill  her 
blood,  to  squander  her  treasure,  to  torture 
her  industry,  and  to  draw  down  upon  her 
shores  a  scourge  which,  in  tiie  course  of 
events,  may  degenerate  into  a  war  of  extir- 
mination,  is  now  attempted  to  be  justified  ! 
From  our  respect  to  the  First  Consul,  we 
abstain  from  entering  into  the  particulars  of 
a  conversation,  the  tnith  and  even  probabi- 
lity of  which  is  absolutely  inditt'erent  to  the 
discussion.  Whether  this  letter  be  writteri 
by  Lord  Whifworth  or  by  ministers,  or  partly 
by  one  and  partly  by  the  other,  the  use  made 
of  it  bv  the  trainers  of  tt-e  declaration  an-- 
swers,  by  no  means,  the  object  they  had  in 
view,  it  is  a  mass  of  inconsistency,  abr 
surdity,  and  a  total  forgetfulness  of  the  re- 
spect which  gqvernments  owe  to  themselves, 
as  well  as  to  public  opinion.  Readers,  dis- 
appointed with  tlie  perusal  of  the  ministerial 
dispatch,  have  no  other  means  of  arriving  at 
the  discovery  of  the  pretended  designs  of 
France  against  the  Ottoman  empire,  than  the 
report  of  Colonel  Sebastiani.  And  here  the 
English  cabinet  leaves  its  readers  to  them- 
selves. Not  a  sentence  is  underlined,  and 
through  the  long  and  varied  details  of  a  jour- 
.vey  to  Tripoly,  Alexandria,  Cairo,  Dami- 
etta,  and  Jaffa,  nuist  they  search  for  the 
tra  -es  of  those  fatal  designs,  which  no  offi- 
cial indication  has  attributed  to  them.  Vain 
researches  !  We  find,  in  the  report,  that 
Colonel  Sebastiani  was  received  every  where 
with  marks  of  esteem,  of  confidence,  and 
of  aUachment;  that  every  thing,  but  the 
conduct  of  an  li^nglish  officer,  and  the  stay 
of  the  Enghsh  armv  in  Egypt,  completely 
ansvvered  his  expectations ;  that  the  name  of 
the  First  Consul  was  blest  and  revered  in  the 
East ;  that  the  French  nation  was  beloved  ; 
[hat  the  delay  of  the  English  was  a  subject 
of  alarm  and  discontent :  not  a  sentence,  not 
a  single  expression  is  there  in  the  whole  re- 
port, that  can,  by  the  most  forced  inter- 
pretation, be  construed  into  a  design  of 
France  against  the  Ottoman  empire.  Of 
this  we  may  be  well  assured.  For  if  the 
most  distant  allusion  to  these  pretended  de- 
signs could  have  been  traced,  the  aid  of 
italic  chcvacters  would,  doubtless,  have  been 
called  in,  to  designate  ihe  points  of  the  re- 
port, on   which  the  attention  of  the  reader 
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should  be  arrested.  Thus,  then,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  English  government  falsely 
boasts  of  having  "  learnt  ihe  views  of  France 
against  the  Ottoman  empire  ;"  that  it  wrong- 
fully accuses  France  of  entertaining  such 
views,  and  that  the  French  government  has 
better  known  than  itself  the  means  of  making 
it  generally  understood,  that  the  ♦'  views  hostile 
to  the  security  of  the  Ottoman  empire"  be- 
long solely  to  the  English  ministry,  by  shew- 
ing that  it  waited  to  the  last  moment  before 
it  evacuated  Egypt,  and  that,  in  defiance  of 
every  consideration  of  justice,  of  decency, 
and  of  public  right,  it  obstinately  refused  to 
evacuate  Malta. 

(IT.)   "  Yet  notwithstanding  this  liglu,  so 
"  clear  and  so  un(juestionablc,  the  alternative 
"  presented  by  the  French  government  to  his 
"  Majesty,   in  language  the  most  peremptory 
"  and  menacing,  was  the  evacuation  of  Malta, 
*'  or  the  renewal  of  war. — If  the  views  of  am- 
"  bition  anda^^grandizement,  which  have  thus 
*'  been  manifested  by  the  French  government 
"  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
"  have  in  so  very  particxiiara  manner  attracted 
"  the  attention  of  his   Majesty,   it  has  been 
"  equally  impossible  for  him  not  to  feel  and 
"  not  to  notice,  the  repeated  indignities  which 
"  have  been  offered  by  that  government  to  his 
"  crown  and  his  people." 
The  English  oovcriiment  is  absolutely  de- 
termined to  exculpate  itself  from  every  charge 
by  means  of  simple   recrimination,  without 
any  authority  but   its  own  assertions,  and  to 
throvi^  them  entirely  upon  France.    We  have 
already  seen  that  it  was  France  who  enler- 
fained  views  uzainst  the  Ottuman  empire.    Wx' 
now  see,  that  it  is  France  who  has  employed 
language  the  most,  pcreinptori/  and  menucing. 
At  a  future  day,  perhaps,  it  will  endeavour 
to  prove,  that  it  was  the  First  Consul  who, 
in  a  message  to  the  legislative  body,  insulted 
truth,    by  two    assertions    notoriously  false; 
that  it  was  he  who  forbad  his  ministers  to 
make  known  his  propositions  in  writing;  that 
it  was  he  who  imposed  the  alternative  of  3S 
hours ;  that  it  was  he  who  recalled  liis  ambas- 
sador from  London  ;  that  it  was  he  who  caused 
to  be  printed  garbled  dispatches,  and  who 
published  as  official  papers,    letters  without 
connection,  without  interest,  and  without  au- 
thenticity ;  that  it  was  he,  in  short,  who  de- 
clared war. 

(18.)  "  The  report  of  Colonel  Sebastian! 
"  contains  the  most  unwarraniablc  insinuations 
"  and  charges  against  his  Majesty's  govern- 
"  ment,  against  the  officer  who  commanded 
"  his  forces  in  Egypt,  and  against  the  British 
"  army  in  tiiat  quarter.  Tiiis  paper  cannot  be 
"  considered  as  the  publication  of  a  private 
"  individual ;  it  has  been  avowed,  and  indeed 
"  bears  evidence  upon  the  face  of  it,  tliat  it 
**  is  the  official  report  of  an  accredited  agent, 
"  pubhshed  by  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
"  ment  to  winch  it  was  addressed,  who  there- 
"  by  have  given  it  their  express  sanction." 

Much  has  been  said  in  the  London  jour- 


nals respecting  the  Mcmileur,  and  the  official 
character  of  this  periodical  paper:  this  is  pure 
jealousy  of  the  editors.  But  what  have  go- 
vernments to  do  with  what  is  published  in  a 
newspaper?  When  a  government  authorizes 
a  journal  to  inform  its  subscribers  that  it  is 
official,  it  thereby  makes  known  that  the  acts 
of  administration,  published  in  that  journal, 
are  CiUthentic,  and  that  the  laws  and  delibe- 
rations of  the  constituted  authorities  publish- 
ed by  its  editors,  are  literally  printed  from 
the  copies  transmitted  them,  either  by  tlie 
clerks  of  those  authorities,  or  from  the  secre- 
tary of  state's  office.  All  that  is  printed  ia 
London  is  official  in  relation  to  France,  as 
being  countenanced  bv  the  public  authority; 
in  this  sense,  also,  all  that  is  printed  in  France 
is  official,  in  relation  to  Ei.gland.  But  to 
argue  from  a  report  made  to  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  a  government,  in  order  to  signaHze 
projects  and  views  of  high  administration,  is 
to  take  observations  presented  to  an  autho- 
rity, for  the  intentions  of  the  authority  itself. 
To  argue  from  what  has  been  published  in  a 
newspaper,  in  order  to  fix  upon  a  govern- 
ment political  dispositions  it  has  not  made 
known  by  the  acknowledged  agei.ts  of  its 
measures,  by  the  appointed  organs  of  its 
views,  is  to  suppose,  that  there  exists  in  the 
political  organization  of  Europe,  neither  rules, 
nor  forms,  nor  principles.  It  is  singular  that 
it  should  fall  to  tlie  lot  of  Frenchmen,  emero-- 
ing  from  a  revolution,  during  which  so  many- 
things  M'ere  displaced,  so  many  la«'s  misun- 
derstood, to  correct  a  government  pretend- 
ing to  be  old  in  the  most  common  notions  of 
fhe  forms,  the  nature,  and  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  administration  of  a  state ; 
and  that  to  men  who,  for  ten  years,  have  in- 
cessantly reproached  us  with  having  over- 
turned every  thing,  we  should  have  occasion 
to  say — "  You  present  us  with  articles  of  a 
"  newspaper  for  acts  of  governm.ent;  and 
"  you  place  in  the  mouth  of  a  king,  infor- 
"  malions  of  facts,  which  the  most  discre- 
"  dited  news-monger  would  not  venture  to 
"  insert  in  his  journal :  vou  attach  so  ir.uch 
"  importance  to  extracts  from  German  pa- 
"  pcrs,  that  you  think  it  your  duty  to  pre- 
"  serve  them  in  a  collection  of  state  papers ; 
"  and  in  this  very  collection  you  refuse  to 
"  give  place  to  important  official  notes,  trans- 
"  mitted  you  under  the  signature  of  the  mi- 
"  nisterof  a  foreign  government:  you  pub- 
"  lish,  as  official,  letters  v^ithout  date,  wilh- 
"  out  signature,  or  only  signed  by  persons 
"  unknown,  ministerial  dispatches  v.'hich  you 
"  have  re-written,  abridged,  or  lengthened 
"  at  leisure  ;  and  you  imagine  thatthe  ar- 
"  chives  of  the  public  law  of  Europe  are, 
"  lienccforward,  to  be  encumbered  witli 
"  these  puerile  rhapsodies,  i-ad  that  the  pub- 


1967] 


FRENCH  REMARKS  on  the 


[196$ 


•'  Heists  of  the  Continent  will  conceive  it 
•'  their  duty  to  pay  any  deference  to  docu- 
*'  ments  devoid  of  all  interest  and  authen- 
*'  ticify.  This  is  carrying  assurance  a  little 
*'  too  far,  and  relying  too  much  on  the  igno- 
•'  ranee  aixl  credulity  of  the  pubUc. "—Colo- 
nel Scbastiani  has  nobly  and  frankly  rendered 
an  account  of  a  mission,  which  he  nobly  and 
faithfully  discharged.  It  is  false  that  he  has 
inculpated  either  the  British  government  or 
the  British  army ;  and  if  one  hazarded  ex- 
pression, to  use  the  language  of  the  Declara- 
tion, could  be  found  in  the  report,  does  any 
one  doubt,  that  the  Englsh  Ministers  would 
not  have  hastened  to  render  it  conspicuous 
in  their  collection,  by  the  assistance  of  italic 
characters  ? 

"  (19.)  This  report  liad  been  published  a 
"  very  short  time,  when  another  indignity  was 
*'  offered  to  this  country  in  the  communication 
•'  ot  the  First  Consul  of  France  to  the  Lcgis- 
*'  lative  Body.  In  this  communication  lie  pre- 
"  sumes  to  affirm,  in  the  character  of  Chief 
"  Magistrate  of  that  country  that  Great  Britain 
•'  cannot  singly  contend  against  tlie  i)Ower  of 
"  France;  an  assertion  as  vmfoundcd  as  it  is 
"  indecent,  disproved  by  the  events  of  many 
*'  wars,  and  by  none  more  than  by  those  of  the 
(20  )  "  war  which  has  been  recently  concluded. 
"  Such  an  assertion,  advanced  in  the  most  so- 
"  lemn  otticial  act  of  a  government,  and 
"  thereby  meant  to  be  avowed  to  all  the 
"  powers  of  Europe,  ran  be  considered  in  no 
*'  other  ligln  thai^  as  a  defiance  publicly  offered 
«'  to  his  Majesty,  and  to  a  brave  and  powerful 
*'  people,  who  are  both  willing  and  able  to 
"  defend  his  just  rights,  and  those  of  their 
••  country,  against  every  insult  and  aggression." 

The  French  government,  in  beholding  the 
audacious  system  of  insults,  of  insolent  defa- 
mations, and  of  mad  imprecations,  which  all 
the  English  journalists,  without  exception, 
had  adopted  against  France,  with  a  v/armth 
and  perseverance  of  which  no  war  tarnishes 
us  the  exaniple,  could  not  but  consider  this 
infamous  species  of  tolerated  and  authorized 
abuse,  as  the  menace  of  an  actual  war.  The 
stay  of  the  British  troops  in  Egvpf,  Malta, 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Gore?,  con- 
firmed it  in  the  idea,  that  England  was  de- 
sirous of  imposing  on  France,  by  a  system 
of  pride,  of  violence,  and  of  obstinacy  ;  and 
to  shew  how  httle  disposed  it  was  to  receive 
such  impressions,  it  thought  proper  to  declare 
Its  opinion  of  the  actual  situation  of  France 
and  England,  and  to  invite  the  French  na- 
tion to  trust  to  its  government  the  charge 
of  repehing  aggresion,  of  maintaining  its 
rio-hts,  and  of  v/atching  over  its  future  se- 
curity. We  must  here  remark,  that  in  this 
instance,  also,  the  quotation  in  the  mani- 
festo is,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
•English  Cabinet,  mutilated,  and  does  not, 
in  the  "  View  of  the  Stale  of  the  Republic," 
possess  that  general  and  absolute  sense,  w  hich 


Ministers  have  thought  proper  to  give  it  in 
the  declaration. — Let  us,  besides,  refer  to  the 
time  in  wdiich  the  View  of  tfe  State  of  the 
Republic  appeared,  and  we  shall  discover 
what  was,  at  that  period,  the  political  line  of 
conduct  which  the  English  government  af- 
fected to  adopt  with  regard  to  the  states  of 
the  Continent. — The  King's  speech  to  Parli- 
ament at  the  opening  of  the  session,  that  is  to 
say,  on  the  ISth  of  November,  three  months 
before  the  date  of  the  "  View  of  the  state  of 
the  Republic,"'  is  an  act  of  government  to 
wdiich  present  circumstances  give  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  importance,  and  which 
ought  to  be  perused  with  peculiar  attention. 
— In  this  speech,  the  King  refers  to  the  rela- 
tive situation  of  England,  and  the  opinion 
he  expresses  is  far  from  being  a  guarantee  for 
his  perseverence  in  a  pacific  disposition. 
France  is  not  mentioned,  and  his  Majesty 
does  not  once  call  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  the  recent  connection  between  the  two 
countries.  He  enlarges,  however,  upon  the 
state  of  Europe,  and  the  connection  of  the 
continental  pewers  with  England ;  and  de- 
clares, that  he  ivill  never  lose  sight  of  that  ivise 
systein  of  policy^  by  tvhich  the  interests  of  other 
states  arc  connected  with  his  otvn.  His  Britan- 
nic iMajesty  adds,  that  he  cannot  be  indifferent 
to  the  changes  that  may  take  place  in  their 
strength  and  relative  situations,  and  that  his 
conduct  shall  invariably  be  directed  by  the  con- 
sideration of  the  state  of  Europe.  What,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  French  government,  could 
possibly  signify  this  connection  of  the  conti- 
nental powers  of  England,  and  these  consi- 
derations drawn  from  the  changes  that  might 
take  place  in  Europe,  in  determining  the  du- 
ration of  the  sincere  desire  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty to  maintain  peace  ?  For  it  is  worthy  of 
observation,  that  in  this  very  paragraph,  the 
assurance  of  the  pacific  dispositions  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  is  presented  under  condi- 
tional iorms :  it  is  positively  modified  by  the 
eventual  consideration  of  the  connections  of 
England  with  the  states  of  the  continent. — ■ 
Thus,  in  seven  months  after  the  peace,  the 
English  government  professes,  on  the  first 
opportunity  of  manifesting  its  sentiments,  an 
uncertain,  eventual,  and  unconditional  opi- 
nion on  the  peace.  It  is  not  engagements  it 
has  contracted ;  it  is  not  new  relations  be- 
tween France  and  England,  with  which  it 
amuses  the  nation.  It  presents  to  her  the 
states  of  the  Continent  as  the  sole  object 
which  ought  to  fix  her  attention ;  it  is  anxi- 
ous that  she  should  not  lose  sight,  for  a  mo- 
nient,  of  the  ivisely  established  system  which 
unites  the  politics  of  Europe  with  the  conduct 
of  the  governments  of  those  states  ;  lastly,  it 
wishes  to  re-kindle  lier  mad  thirst  for  conti- 
nental connections.     And  when  his  Majesty 
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enlarges  upon  thchappincss  of  Gnat  Brit.un, 
the  prosperity  of  his  people,  thejiourishiiii^  siafi 
of  the  manufactures  and  public  revenue,  v/ouki 
it  be  credited,  that  he  imputes  no  portion  of 
these  advantages  to  the  blessings  of  peace  ?-- 
Had  not  the  government  of  the  Republic,  ue 
ask,  sufficient  reason  to  fear,  that  the  Eii'.'Jish 
government  did  not  wish  to  rely    upon   tlic 
peace,  and  that  it  was  fascinated  with  those 
dangerous  and  turbulent  illusions,  which,  a( 
the  commencement  of  the  last  war,  rendered 
it  the  apostle  and  instigator  of  coaliiions,  ui  i 
which  might  again    inspire  her  with  the  de- 
sire of  preaching  and  provoking  a  new  one  ? 
The  attention  excited  by  the  King's  speech 
naturally   turns  us  to  those  of  his  Ministers. 
We   shall  now  hear  their  sentiments,  on  the 
grand  question  of  peace,  of  war,  and  of  con- 
tinental connections.   In  the  silting  of  tlie  '2:k\ 
of  November,  one  of  the  Ministers  said,  that 
"  his  Majesty  had  made  peace,  because  the 
*'  powers  of  the  continent  were  neither  able 
"  nor  willing  to  continue  the  war,    and  tliat 
"  at  the  moment  wdien   England,  as  well  as 
"  Europe,  felt  herself  depressed  by  theiveigltt 
"  of  the  burthens  imposed  during  the  course  of 
"  a  long  tvar,  rather  than  continue  it  without 
"  allies,  he  had  thought  it  preferable  to  try  the 
"  experiment  of  peace.'' — "  \\^ar,"  said  another  j 
"  of  th«  Ministers,  "  is  a  certain  evil ;  peace,  j 
"  on  the  contrary,  is  a  positive  good.     Pre- 
"  pared  as   we  are  for  either  alternative,  it  | 
"  best  suits  us  to  embrace   the  chance  of  the 
*'  continuation  of  this  good."— In   the  same 
sitting,    the  Secretary    of    State  lor  foreign 
affairs,  developed  in  a  more  precise  manner, 
the   maxims  which  had   only    been  slightly 
touched  upon  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
"  The  relation  of  England  with  other  States 
"  ought  not,"  said  he,  ''  to  place  her  in  the 
"  situation  of  a  nation  animated  by  a  spirit  (f 
"  knigJit-crrantry,   interfering  in   all  disputes 
"  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting   them.      This 
"  system  of  policy  has  been  too  much,  that  of 
"  England;  xve  ?uust  have  the  ivisdom  to  aha n- 
"  don  it.     These  relations  must  be  founded 
*'  upon  the  interests  of  England,  and  upon  the 
"  means  she  may  possess  of  rendering  effec- 
*'  tual  her  interference  in  the  disputes  of  other 
"  countries.     In  the  last  century,  we  did  not 
"  prevent    the    House     of    Bourbon  from 
♦'  reigning  in  Spain.     We  did  not  prevent 
*'  the  destruction  of  Poland.      It   was  pru- 
*'  dent  in  us  to  throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way 
*•  of   these   inevitable  events."     The   same 
Minister  continues :     "  With   resped  to    the 
"  present  state  of  England  and  Europe,  the 
"  different  negotiations  ivhich  have  succeeded 
"  each  other,  and  the  notes  and  representations 
**  lohich  have  been  addressed  to  the  dijfhcnt 
"  poivers ;  it  is  a  subject  of  such  delicacy,  that 
"  /  am  confident  the  House  luill  not  press  for 
Vol.  Ill 


"  an  eiphuiittion.'"    He  concli-ules  bv  assurinor 
it,  that  "  tlicre  IS  no  hope  but  in  apoicirfil  co- 
"  ojHTution    (f  some   <f  ilie  great    states    of 
"  E,(ri)i:e."     Such  were,  a  short  time  before 
the  publication  of  the  "  vii  w  of  (he  slate  of 
tlie    Republic,"    tlie    Royal  irod    Ministerial 
declarations    of   the   English    (•■ovLTiimenl  ! 
Now,  what  must  have  been    (liC   cifects  of 
diese  declarations  on  the  public  op.inion  in 
France?   Must  not  distrust.  an(i   uncertainty, 
doubts  as  to  the  continuance  ol   jH';',ce,   and 
suspicions  on  the  nev.-  projects  of  coalition  in 
ca^e  of  a  continental  war,  have  arisen  on  all 
sides?  And  what   then  bec:'n-.e  the  dutv  of 
tlie  French  government  ? — To  trace,  in    the 
first  place,  the  progress  of  those  negotiations, 
remonstrances  and  ojficial  notes  annunnced  ly 
I'he  Engli-ih  government ; — to  endeavour  to  dis- 
cover whether  the  hope  with  regard  to  conti- 
nental connections,  and  the  poiveful  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Great  Hiates,  was  founded ;  and 
when   it  was  satisfied  that,  upon  a  point,  so 
important  to  the  repose  of  Europe,  the  Eng- 
lish government  had  abandoned  itseif  to  t!ic- 
grossest  delusions,  to  put  a  period  to  tnose 
inquietudes  which  might  prevent  the  French 
nation  from   re-animating  her  industry,  res- 
toring her  manufactures,  and  giving,  a  greater 
portion  of  activity  to  her  commercial  specu- 
lalions;  lastly,  to  announce  to  Fiance,   that 
she  had   no  reason  to  dread  the  Continental 
Connections  of  England,  and  that  England  had 
no  allies  on  the  Continent. 

('.'O.)  The  reading  part  of  the  European 
world  will  feel  no  great  inclination,  we  be- 
lieve, to  search  into  history  for  the  un.known 
Vv'ars  in  which  "  England  alone  has  been  able 
successfully  to  contend  against  France."  The 
one  recentlv  cop.cluded,  is  within  all  our  re- 
collections :  it  commenced  with  the  almost 
general  coalition  of  all  the  powers  against 
i'rancc.  P^ngland  was  neither  the  first  nor 
the  last  to  combat,  and  has,  therefore,  never 
contended  singly  against  France.  The  Ger- 
man empire,  Holland,  and  Italy,  were  at 
war  when  England  entered  the  field,  i^os- 
tilities  had  ceased  before  the  peace  of  Portu- 
gal ;  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Ottoman 
empire  was  posterior  to  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land. Nevertheless,  the  Declaration  ex- 
pressly declares,  of  the  asscrtion_  that  Great 
Britaiji  cannot  singly  contend  against  France, 
that  this  assertion  i.s' especially  disproved  by  the 
events  of  the  ivar  v^hich  has  bicu  recently  co7i- 

cluded. 

('21.)  "  The  conduct  of  the  First  Consul  toliis  Ma- 
"  jcsty's  ambassador  at  his  audifiice,  in  pre- 
"  scnce  of  the  ministers  of  most  of  the  tove- 
"  reit^ns  and  stales  of  Europe,  furevish.'s  another 
"  msranceof  provocation  on  the  part  of  the 
"  Fienrh  ?;»vennunt,  wliich  it  would  he  im- 
"  proper  not  to  notice  on  the  present  occasion, 
*'  and  tlie  subsequent  explamtiouoi  th!stra«s  = 

*  Q  q  q  and  '^  R  r  r        ,.    ^    . 
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"action    may  be  considered    as    having    the 
fL-'*'  eifecL  of  aggravating  instead  of  palliating  the 
'*^  aifront  " 

Willi  respect  to  a  pretended  conversation 
between   the   First   Consul  and  the  PLnglish 
a-n  ^assado'-,   we   scarcely  know  which  is  en- 
tVilci  to  the  greater  sliare  of  credit,  the  ex- 
tract from  the  Hamburgh  paper,  or  the  let- 
ter, No.  38  of  the  Orficial  Collection,  attri- 
buted to   Lord  Whilworth.     The   ministers 
have  given  to  ihesc  two  pieces  the  same  de- 
g-;ee  ot  importance,  by  including  them  in  t.c 
same  collection ;  and,  by  the   date  of  their 
pubiicalion,    they   are  entitled  to  an   equal 
share  of  credit.     We  leave  the  crcdibilitv  of 
such  things  as  these  to  be  defended  by  the 
journals.     When  ministers  descend   to  such 
ground,  and  bring  to  the  aid   of  newspaper 
recitals  the  correspondence  of  their  agents, 
or  to  the  correspondence  of  their  agents  the 
recitals  of  newspapers,  they  forget  everv  idea 
of  politicaldecency ;  bui  those  who  know  tiiem 
are,  thereby,  spared   the   pains  of  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  charges,  which  are  onlv 
supported    by  such  proofs.     Thus  are  con- 
vers  liions,  tne  reality  of  which  is  doubtful, 
placed    in    the    rank   of   political    offences. 
States  can  only  injure  each  other  bv  acts  of 
injustice,  and  England  is  well  versed  in  (his 
species  of  offence;  but  conversations  a;e  iiot 
the   weapons  of  governnients,  and  still  less 
can  they  become  the  object  of  complaint, 
when  we  have  no  means  of  esiablishino;  the 
charge,  but  upon  letters  pubhshed  long  after 
their  date,  and    testimonies  extracted   from 
public  jouriials.    There  are  two  conversations 
about  which  the   ministers   of  his  Britannic 
IViajesty  have  made  a  considerable  degree  of 
clamour;  that  reported   by  the  Englibh  am- 
bassador and   the   Hamburgh  journalist,  and 
that  which   appears  in    the   ofHciul    papers, 
No.  38,  and  of  which  Lord  Whitworth  is  the 
sole  narrator.     As  to  the  fact  of  this  conversa- 
tion, we  will  venture  to  say,  that  it  is  absurd 
to  'insert,  in    a  discussion  rendered  public, 
the  details  of  a  conversation  to  which   ther^. 
could"  be  no  witnesses  ;  andt'iat  it  belravs  the 
heighfof  folly  and  inconsistency,  to  produce, 
imder  an  otHcial  form,  and  with   a  view  to 
inruipation,    an    account  clumsily  narrated, 
liable,  at  tiie  iuoment  of  vyriting,  to  miscon- 
strue tions,  throi'gh  defect  of  memory,  ann 
still  ni  )rc  liable  to  misiepresentation  from  the 
bad  fa.tn  of  ll;;-  pirties   by  whotn   they  are 
puuiished.     For  die  rest,  it  is  generally  un- 
derstood, t  at  a  coiivcrsatio:.  did  real Iv  take 
place  between  the  First  Const,!  and  the  Bri- 
tish ambassador.  "  It'ls  even  known,  from  the 
apparent    impression    it    iriade    upon    Lore 
Whiavoith,  that   this  conversation   was,   on 
the  part  of  the  I'lrst  Consui,  tall  of  mnldnes., 
a  Gesire  to  remove  difficulfics,  and  views  of 


the  most  conciliatory  nature.  In  its  motive 
and  object,  it  has  been  considered  as  jue  of 
those  unusual  and  spontaneous  movements 
which  an  ardent  love  of  virtue  and  of  justice, 
could  alone  inspire,  and  onlv  to  be  equaiit^ 
by  the  letter  writt-.n,  by  the  same  persc-nage, 
(o  his  Britannic  Majesty.  '  he  tirst  C  msul 
had  reason  to  hope  ti;at  it  had  not  ^aiku  in  itg 
object,  sin^e  the  British  ambas  adt-r  was,  ap- 
jiarenliy,  as  much  aifetted  by  it  a:  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  desireu  If  the  ili-patch 
wiiich  lias  appeared  under  his  name  has  not 
been  altered  by  the  bad  faith  of  his  govern- 
ment, Lord  Wbatworth  is  not  deserving  of 
pity  ;  but  if  it  has  been  mutilated,  amplified, 
and  perverted,  according  to  tne  views  and 
interest  of  the  ministers  to  whom  it  was  writ- 
ten, he  is  extremely  unfortunate  in  b(.ino- 
obliged  to  sacrifice  to  the  cause  of  his  King, 
the  interests  of  truth  and  propriety.  For  the 
rest,  the  government  of  tlie  republic  has  stated, 
in  its  View  of  the  Situation  of  the  Republic, 
what  were  its  intentions  with  regnrd  to  the 
Ottoman  empire:  Europe  will  not  hesitate  be- 
sween  such  an  act,  and  the  pretended  official 
papers  of  the  British  government ;  between 
the  solemn  declaration  of  the  First  Consul 
and  the  miserable  accusations  secretly  pre- 
pared, and  ready  to  be  produced  whenever 
its  bad  faith  may  stand  in  need  of  them. 
"  A  French  ambassador,"  said  he,  "  is  at 
"  Constantinople,  charged  with  renewino- 
"  and  forlii_\  ing  the  ties  which  attach  us  to  a 
"  power  which  seems  to  be  threatened  with 
"  destruction,  but  which  it  is  our  interest  to 
"  sustain  and  support  the  foundations  by  ■ 
"  which  it  is  upheld."  '  - 

(22.)  "  At  the  very  tirnc  when  his  Majesty 
"  was  demanding  satisfaction  and  explanation 
"  onsomeof  tl;epoints  above-mcntioncri,  the 
"  Frencli  Min:ster  a.,  Hamburgh  endeavoured  to 
"  obtain  the  insenion  in  a  Hamburgh  paper  of 
"  a  most  gross  and  opj-iohnous  hbel  aga  list 
"  h  s  Maiesiy ;  and  when  d;ffiri)l;ies  were 
"  made  le^petting  tlie  mseriKiii  of  it,  heavail- 
"  ed  hiinsell  ol  li's  oiRcial  eharactcr  of  Minis- 
"  ter  ol  tiie  Frercii  Repubhc,  to  require  tlie 
"  piihhcaron  of  it  by  order  of  his  Governmer^t 
"  111  the  Gazette  of  ihe  senate  of  that  town. — 
"  With  th  s  reqii.s  tion  so  made,  the  Senate  of 
"  Hambnrgli  were  .ndueed  to  comply  ;  and 
"  thus  has  the  independerce  of  that  town 
"  been  violated,  and  a  free  state  made  the  in- 
"  strument,  by  tlie  menace  of  the  French 
"  Government,  of  pr.pagating  tlirongliout 
"  F.urope,  upon  thc.r  aiitlionty,  the  most  of- 
"  tensive  and  unfounai^d  calumnies  agauist  his.,, 
"  Majesty  and  hs  governrnent." 

The  justification  of  this  ch  .rge  is  to  be 
foujid  in  the  collection  of  ofhcial  papers  pub-  , 
iished  by  the  Englis'-!  government.  Wc  haye,., 
nothiitg  to  say  as  to  the  fact.  Here  is  asirn-^'g^ 
;)ie  assertion,  which,  at  the  moment  of  th^^ 
,  apture"  there  was  no  oppoi-lunily  to  verify j,j 
since   the   interval  between  the:  accusation^ 
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against  the  Minister  of  the  Repiibh'c  and  the 
appearance  of  the  Manifesto,   was  not  sxiffi- 
cient  to  establish  whether  or  no  it  was  well 
founded.      But,    without  enterhig    into  the 
details  of  what  took  place,  or  upon  what  we 
had  then  no  document,  what  do  we   find  in 
the  correspondence  of  the  English  Ministers 
in  support  of  this  charge?  That  the  measure 
atiiibuted  to  an  agent  of  the  Republic   has 
been  totally  disavowed,  atid  that  every  degree 
of  satisfaction  was  promised,  if  it  appeared  that 
this  Minister  was  really  culpable.     After  such 
an  assurance,  with    what  justice   can  it    be 
made  the  subject  of  complaint,  or  obtain  a 
place  in  a  declaration  of  war?    Since  the  dis- 
pu<e,  however,    fresh  proofs    have   reached 
us,  to  confirm  our  doubts  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  accusation.     No  noie,  no  letter,  no  re- 
quisition of  the  Minister  of  the  Republic  at 
Hamburgh  ever  was  made;  and  the  assertion 
of  the   Ministry,  as  well  as  the  sanction   his 
Britannic  Majesty  has  given  it   in   his  Mani- 
festo, rests  on  the  sole  faith  of  a  news-jxipcr 
editor,  who  thought  proper  to  insert,  at  the 
head  of  this  article,  '^j/  Iu(iin'sitioii.—Bui  shall 
we  pass  over  without  remark,  that  pathetic 
declaration   on  the  independence  and  t/ie  vio- 
lated (ilierh/  of  the  free  Senate  of  this  very  Re- 
public, from  ttie   bosom  of  which,  not  five 
years   ago,    an    English    Minister    Plenipo- 
tentiary, performing  the  function  of  a  Chief 
of  banditti,  forced  from  his  asylum,  an  oflicer 
in  the    service  of  France,  dragged    him   to 
prison,    and,  by   the  threat   of  a   bombard- 
ment and   invasion  of  the  town  and  its  terri- 
tory, obliged  ihis  identical  free  senate  in  vi- 
olation of  all  the  laws  of  hospitality,  to  ^ive 
up  this  defenceless  man  to  the  vengeance  of 
Judges,  who  afterwards  condemned   him  to 
death.     To  this  degree  do  the  English  IVIiins- 
ters  brave  even  the  memory  of  their  most  re- 
cent  transactions,    from  its  blind  and  head- 
strong desire  to  impute  to  France  every  spe 
cies  of  injustice. 

(23.)  "  His  Majesty  might  ndd  to  thl.s  listoC 
"  indignities,  the  rc(]uisit()n  which  the  French 
"  government  liave  repeatedly  urged,   that  the 
"  lavvs  and  constitution  of  this  country  should 
'      "  be  changed  relat.ve  to  the  liberty  of  the  Press. 
It  is  not  incumbent  on  the  French  govern- 
ment to  be  acquainted  with  the  na'ure  ot  the 
English  Cf^nstitutina.     It  has  reason,  ho^vever, 
to  think  thai  the  English  government  itself  js 
not  perfectly  sk'lled  therein,  at  least  upon  the 
particular  point  rela  ive  to  the  political  and 
civil  right  of  the  liberty   of  the  press;    for 
tha'  there  hould  '  e  a  countrv  governed  by  a 
constitution  authorizing iticensed  ani*  ferocious 
men  to  preach  rebellion,  murder,  and  poison, 
against   foreien  governments,    and   that   this 
coui'.try  should  be  England,  is  what  we  can- 
not possibly   admit.     Nevertheless,  whatever 
maj'  be,  in  this  respect,  the  buandary  of  pri- 


vate rights  and  public  authority,  the  French 
government  has  ncv-r  cntertamed  or  disco- 
vered the  least  desire  tn  encroach  upon  it.  It 
complained  of  the  numbciUss  outrages  it  re-' 
ceivcd  ;  a  de.d  ear  was  turner!  to  those  com- 
plaints; and  it  was,  at  length,  content  to 
adojit  the  principle,  that  whatever  vva^i  autho- 
rized in  England  with  reg.trd  to  France, 
shoidd  be  authorized  in  France  ^^vith  regard  to 
Eni;land. — France  remain',  p  r  uaded  that  the 
Engl;>.h  govemmen'  po.sscsses  'he  po'-ver  of 
suppre.ssing  every  species  of  litcrijry  licen  inus- 
ness  ;  that  ivh;it  has  Wi  en  tolerated  during  the. 
space  of  the  short  li\  ed  peace  which  has  re-. 
cently  be^n  put  an  end  to,  was  ot  the  most 
seric'us  and  punishable  natuic,  an'i  that,  even 
without  hav  ing  recourse  to  laws,  therigcur  of 
which  it  WIS  its  duty  to  eirploy,  it  w;is  easy, 
by  the  sii  pie  txertii.nof  tha  pmvcrful  injiu~ 
ence  it  well  l;nov\s  hww  to  emplny  when  it  be- 
comes its  intetest  to  do  so,  to  put  a  chcik  la 
'he  factions  and  mercenary  pettdutce  of  a  class 
of  miseraVile  scribblers,  who  well  know  that 
I  the  orinion  which  procures  them  a  subsist- 
1  ence  is  far  from  leing  independent  of  the  opi- 
nion of  the  ministiy  ;  who  write  bu'  for 
bread,  and  who  have  no  courage  but  that  aris- 
ing from  hunger.  Besides,  ir  is  well  known, 
that  the  Editor  of  the  Coiv'ur  de  Londrcs  re- 
ceived ,5()',)  livtes  per  month  from  Lord  Pel-' 
ham  s  otnce. 

(■^24.)   "  His  Majesty  might  1  kcwise  add  the  \ 
"  calls  wiiich  the  French  government  h.ivc  on 
"  se\-era!  occasions  made  upon  h'ln  to  violate  ' 
"  the  laws  of  liosp  tality  will  respect  to  per-  ■ 
"  sons  who  iiad  found  an   asylum   vvitiiin  Ins  - 
"  dominions,  and  against  wiiose  conduct  no 
"  charge  whatever  has  at  any  time  been  sub- 
"  stantiatcd.      It  is  impossible   to   reflect  on 
"  thcie  different  procee.lings,  and  the  course 
"  wliich  the  Frenih  goverr.ment  iiavc  thought  ' 
"  proper  to   ad  ipt  respecting  them,  Williout 
"  tlie  th  •aougii  convict. on  that  they  are  not  the  ,; 
"  cfTi'Ct  of  accident  ;   hut  that  they  form  a  part 
"  of  a  system  which  has  been  adopted  for  the 
"  purpose  of  degrading,  Vilifyin  ;,  and  msult- 
"  ing  his  Majesty  and  his  goveinment.     Un<iec 
"  all  these  insults  and  provocauons,    his  Ma-  . 
"  jesty,  not  without  adue  sense  of  lii*  d  gnlty, 
"  has  proceeded  with  every  degree  of  temper  ■, 
"  and  moderation  to  obtain  satisfaciion  and  re- 
"  dress,  wh  le    iie    has    neglected  no   means 
"  consistent  v\ith  hisiiononr,  and  tlic  sa  ety  of 
"  i):s  dom  nit-iis,  to  induce  ll'.e  .'overnmc-nt  of 
"  France  to  concede  to  h  m  what  is,    in   liis 
"  jurigm'cni,  absolutely  necessary   for  the  lu- 
"  ture  ira.  quuliiy  of  Europe.      His  efforts  in 
"  this  respect  have  proved   abort  ve,  and  lie 
"  has  thereiore  judged  it  necessary  to  order  h.s  - 
"  ambassador  to  leave  Paris." 

The  English  government  touches  uppn  this 
charge  with  great  del  cacy.  W.r  shall  r  turn 
to  It  in  our  examination  "f  the  official  papers, 
and  shall  then  a<crtain  whether  it  br  true, 
that  ••  no  charge  has  at  any  tim'-  been  sub- 
stantiated" against  the  individual's  protected 
and  paid  by    the  Ent^di-h   ministry.     Uiv  the 

*  Q  q  q  '2  and  *  R  r  r  1 


1-75] 


FRENCH  REMARKS  on  the 


[1976 


sub'ect  of  English  ho5pira!ity,  we  shall  make 
one  short  remark:  an  alien,  in  England,  h:is 
no  protection  ;  he  is  out  of  the  p.ile  oi"  t'p.e 
}a*-.  One  of  the  lowest  agents  cf  police  enters 
his  aparrrnenrs,  seizes  upcn  his  papers,  makes 
no  repiv  to  his  remonstrances,  gives  him  no 
proof  of  his  authority  for  so  doing,  abandons 
him  to  his  own  reflections,  and  reinains  deai 
to  all  his  en'fcaiies.  An  alien  is  ordered  be- 
fore an  aeent  of  government  ;  he  is  verbally 
inhirmed  tliat  he  must  quit  England  in  three 
days  ;  the  cause  of  his  disgrace  is  concealed 
from  him  :  he  miist  depart,  and  if  he  d;>res  to 
sray  bevond  the  iime  limited,  he  is  seized  and 
sent  oiFto  Botany  Bay  for  twenty  years.  Such 
is  the  conduct  of  the  Engli-,h  administration  ! 
.Such,  is  English  hospitality  I 

(C.J.J  "  In  having  recoirrse  to  tliis  ]-ir()- 
'•'  ctv,-dir,p;,  ii  h.as  been  his  iNIajesty's  ob'cct  to 
"  ]>iu  an  end  to  ilic  fruiiless  discussions  \\  inch 
"  li.ivc  too  long  svibs^s.ed  between  the  tuii  go- 
"  vcrnments,  and  to  close  a  period  of  suspciise 
"  peculiarlv  injurious  to  the  subiccts  of  his  Ma- 
"  jesty  Bat  thougit  the  provocations  which 
'•■  his  Majesty  have  received  mightentitle  liim 
"  to  larger  c!a  ms  than  those  wh'.ch  he  lias  ad- 
"  vanced,  yet  an.\ious  to  jirevent  calamities 
'■'  wiiic.'i  rn'.ght  i.hus  be  cvtended  to  every  part 
"  of  Europe,  he  is  still  will  ng,  as  far  as  is  ton- 
"  f'stcnt  witli  hiS  own  h.onour  and  t!'C  inttr- 
"  ests  of  his  people,  to  afford  every  i'acihty  to 
"  any  jr.st  and  Ijor.ovirahle  arrangement,  by 
"  ■ivhicii  sucii  cv;l>  tii.iv  be  averted.  He  has 
"  therefore,  no  diOiculty  in  declaring  to  all 
"  Lurope,  tliat  notwithstanding  all  tlic  e'.angcs 
"  which  liave  taken  place  since  ir.c  treaty  of 
"  pccc,  noiwithstanduig  the  exteris.on  of  the 
"  jiower  of  France,  inrcpugnancc  to  that  treaty, 
"  and  to  the  spirit  of  peace  itself,  His  Iviajesty 
"  will  not  avail  himself  of  these  circumstnnces. 
"  to  demand  in  compensation  ail  that  liC  is  tn'  i- 
"  lied  to  require,  but  v>-ill  be  ready  to  conciir, 
"  even  now,  in  anarrangemei;:,  by  wiiic.i  sa- 
"  tisfaction  shall  be  given  to  him  lor  t];e  ;nu  g- 
"  nines  which  have  been  oifered  tohiscrov,  o 
"  and  to  his  people,  arid  si;bstantial  s'jciirty 
"  arTorded  against  further  encrr;achaiei:ls  oi! 
"  tlie  part  of  France. — His  Majesty  has  thv;s 
•■'  distinctly  and  unreservedly  sialed  the  reasons 
"  of  those  proceedings  to  which  he  has  found 
"  iv.mself  compelled  to  reson.  Ke  is  accua{ed 
"  by  no  disposition  to  interfere  in  ihc  intern.:! 
"  concerns  of  any  other  state;  by  no  projects 
"  of  conijuest  and  aggr.u-.d  rcrnent ;  but  solelv 
"  by  a  sei'.se  of  wliat  is  due  to  the  honour  of 
*'  Ir.s  crov/n,  and  tiic  interests  of  his  people, 
"  and  by  an  anxious  desire  to  obstruct  tlie  fur- 
♦'  thcr  jirogress  of  a  s,  stem,  whifli.  if  not  rc- 
"  ssttd,  n-.ay  pro\e  f.ital  to  every  pait  of  the 
"  civilized  world." 

We  are  now  arrived  ;u  tl'.e  cor.cltr  ion.  Ti-.c 
English  goveiiru-.ent,  alivo);  cr.i-n^  alvj.ys  mo- 
derate, EOiely  aclujited  bv  a  !f7:se  ofkinoiiy,  and 
a  desire  to  nitilntain  the  sLcnrity  of  Us  nates, 
retains  M  -.Ita,  and  declares  war. — What  are 
the  charges  ?  What  are,  on  this  head,  the 
injuries  of  i' ranee?  We  have  exposed  thera  ; 
we  have  explained  them  :  but  we  must  here, 
repeat,  ihatot  all  the  grievances  of  F'nglar.d, 
the  only  ones   to  which  the  atticuca  her  de- 


termination to  declare  war,  are  the  three  fol- 
lowing : — First,  the  demand  to  execute  the 
loth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.     Second^ 
n    extract    from    the     Hamburgh    Journal. 
Third,  the   report  of   Colonel   Sebastiani. — 
England  assures  ns  she  had  no  ground  of  war 
prior  to  the  above  ;  it  was,  however,  at  a  pe- 
riod considerable  anterior  to  these  three  griev- 
ances, that  the  English  government  dispatched 
to  the   extremities  of  Africa  a  counter-order 
I  for  the  non  evacuation  of  the  Cape  ;  at  which 
j  time,    the  secret  I'te^vs  of    the  First    Consul 
agaiiist  the  Turks  had  not  been  discovered,  the 
ir.structive  letter.  No.  jS,  in  the  collection, 
]  and  the  report  of  the  Colonel  had  not  yet  en- 
i  lightened  the   world,  with   regard  to  the  de. 
struciive  projects  of  France.     But  what  can 
indueti'-ns,  reasonings,  or  even  positive  proofs 
avail,  when  opposed  to  the  express  declaration 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  who  positively  de- 
clares, that  he  only   makes  war  upon  the  de- 
j  mand  made  to  him  to  execute  the  treaty  of 
j  Amiens,  upon  a  conversation  with  Lord  Whit- 
j  worth,  upon  an  article  in   a  Gerinan   news- 
I  p?.per,  and   upon  the  report  of  Colonel  Se- 
';  bastiani ! 

j      Thus,  becrmse  the  French  government  de- 
j  mands  the  execution  of  the  loth  article  of  the 
i  treaty  of    Amiens,    the   English    government 
'  breaks  that  treaty  by  a  manifesto.     Because 
I  tl  e  etiitors  of  German   newspapers  have  de- 
'  cinred  that  they  inserted,  by  authority,  an  ar- 
}  tide,  in  which   Europe  is  informed  that  the 
I  First  Con'ul  denied  two  falsehoods  transmit- 
teol  to   parliament  by  the   King  of  England, 
I  the  King  of   England    pretends  to  consid<=r 
\  himself  insulted  by  France.    Becauie  ministers 
I  assure  us,    that   Lord  Whitworth   forwarded 
I  them  the  details  of  a  conversation,  in   which 
I  they  pretend  the   First  Consul  declared   that 
j  the  dur.iticn  of  the  Turkish  empire  would  not 
j  be  eternal,  and  that  the  Grand  Seignior  might 
j  one  ciav  he  induced  to  cede  Egypt  to  F'rance, 
j  they  endeavour  to  make  Europe  believe  that 
I  the  'ecuricy  of  the  Turkish  empire  has   been 
I  menaced  by  France.     Because  a  French  colonel 
I  has  staied    that   the  Mamelukes  were  encou- 
j  raged  and  supported  by  England,  and  that  the 
I  Porte  saw  with  suspicion  and  alarm  tl.e  stay 
!  of  the  British  army  in    Egypt,  the  English 
I  ministers  conceive  themselves  justified  in  as- 
serting that   the  Turks   arc   mistaken,    that 
I  France  has  calumniated  the  EngUsh  govei^n- 
inent,  and  that  it  is  she  alone  who  entertains 
I  "  views  of  ambition  ho:tile  to  the  security  of 
the  Ciioman  empire."     And,  lastly,  because 
tiic  Ottoman  empire  is  threatened,  the  Eng- 
lish ministers  are  anxious  to  be  within  reach 
of  its  ili-sabdued  Mamelukes,  its  insubordi- 
nate  pachas,    its    discontented    Greeks,    in 
order  to  dispel  the  alarms  of  the  Porte,  and 
present  it,  in  the  moment  of  danger,  with  a 
perspecLive  oi  the  suceour  ever  at  liand  of 
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an  English  squadron,  which,  in  the  space  of 
a  week,  could  convey  to  her  capita!  an  army 
of  liberators,  similar  to  those  who   watched 
over  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic   in  his  last 
moments,    who  threw  his    son  into  prison 
wliere  he  expired,  and  seized  upon  his  he- 
ritage by  benefit  of  inventory  !    Such  is  the 
logic  of  the  declaration  on  which   we  have 
just  commented !     Such   are  the  politics  of 
the  government  whose   maxims  of  morality 
it  expresses  !    Let  us  turn  fiom  this  path  of 
deceit  and  falsehood  :  we  have   seen   what 
England  has  said,  we  shall  now  see  wliat  she 
has   not  been  willing  to  say.     The  English 
government  yielded,    in    making  peace,    to 
the  cries  of  the  people,  tkc  shame  of  being 
abandoned  by  other  nations,  the  fear  of  long 
remaining  singly  in  that  bloody  field,  wh.ere 
so  many  miseries  and  so  much  ruin  had  been 
occasioned  by  its  barbarous  poli'iics,  and  its 
obstinate    and  inhuman  insligations.     After 
the  peace  was  concluded,  it  discovered  that 
the  war  had  cost  it  dear,  and  that  the  acqui- 
sition of  Ceylon  and  Trinidad  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  national  pride,  to  com- 
pensate for  the  treasures  it  had  squandered, 
and  to  allay  the  jealousv  excited  by  the  great- 
ness and  glory  of  France.     It  repented  of 
the  peace.     It  placed  itself  in  a  mixed  po- 
sition.    It  discovered  dispositions  of  peace, 
and  took  measures  of  hostility  ;    it  protested 
its  desire  for  the  continuance  of  peace,  and 
prepared  at  a  distance  pretensions  for  break- 
ing it.     In  its  measures,  in  the  speeches  of 
its   ministers,    in  its  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence, we  see  it  uniformly  engaged   in   the 
two-fold  object  of  coming  to  an  open  rup- 
ture, and   of  justifying   its    conduct  in  hav- 
ing effected  that  object.     But  in  these  mea- 
sures, in  the  speeches  of  ministers,  and  in 
the  diplomatic  correspondence,  this  object  is 
sufficiently   apparent.      The    King's  speech 
after  the  peace  is  a  confession  at  his  distrust 
of  the  peace.     The  speeches  of   ministers 
during  the  whole  sitting  of  parliament  were 
confessions  of   their  distrust  of  (he  peace. 
The  counter-order  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  was  a  positive  confession  of  their  de- 
sire to  break  the  peace.     In  short,  the  delay 
of  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  was  an  hostile 
determination,  and  the  refusal  to  evacuate 
Malta  an  absolute  and  definitive  violation  of 
the  peace. — What  was  the  object  of  England 
in  remaining  in  Egypt  ?    She  was  already  so 
powerful,  that  before  her  all  regrets,  all  past 
humihations  ought  to   have  vanished.      To 
keep  Egypt  was  to  possess  a  position  memo- 
rable as  well  as  important,  and  the  only  post 
from  Tunis  to  Constantinople.     The  banks 
of  the  canal  had  been  broken,  lake  Mareotis 
enlarged,  and  Alexandria  was  become  an  im- 
pregnabk  town.     From  Alexandria  it  could 


support  the  revolt  of  the  boys,  assist  them  in 
becoming  independent,    excite  them  after- 
wards  against  each  other,  and  maintain  in 
Egypt  a  perpetual  stale  of  anarchy  and  dis- 
section.     Alexandria  would  have  been  an- 
other Bombay,  and  the  beys,  like  so  many 
divided  nabobs,  would  have  trembled  beforti 
the  power  of  England.     From  this  step  to 
unliiuited  projects  of  commerce,  destruction, 
and    invasion,    nothing    was    necessary    b\it 
time  and   the  ahnost  certain  chance  of  tho 
blindness  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  had  not 
France    happily    stepped   in   to    prevent  its 
completion.      The  voyage  of    Colonel   Se- 
bastiani  gave  the  first  alarm.     Eience  have 
arisen  the  transports  of  rage,    the  outcries, 
and  the  complaints  against  the  report  of  this 
voyage.       Europe  is  not  foolish    enough  to 
suppose,  that  the  publication   of  a  report  to 
the  First  Consul,  and  complaints  of  the  con- 
duct of  an  English  general  towards  a  French 
colonel,  would  liave  caused  so  much  clamour, 
if  the   bitter  regret  at  beholding  a  vast  plan 
of  ambition  laid  open,  did  not  discover  itself 
under  expressions  of  a  vain  and    ridiculous 
susceptibility.       These    projects   were    well 
conceived.  '  They  required,  on  the  part  of 
England,  only  a  garrison   of  -lOUO   men  at 
Alexandria,    and  two    or    three    million  of 
livres,  to   s(ir  up   the  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  beys.     They  required   also,  it  is 
true,  that  theFirst    Consul  should   wink  at 
what  was  passing  in   Egypt ;  and   here  it  is, 
that  England  has  been  deficient  of  foresight. 
But,  disconcerted  in  this  project,  it  did  not 
abandon  all  hope,  and  Malta  was  pitclicd  on 
to  supply  the  place  of  Alexandria.     Hence 
the  importance  attached  to  Malta  in  the  dis- 
cussions since  the  publication  of  Sebastiani's 
report;  hence  the  efforts  of  England  tore- 
tain  that  island.     And  how,  in  fact,  can  we 
suppose    that    England,    preponderant   over 
every  sea,  powerful  in  Europe,  predominant 
in  America,  without  a  rival  in  India,  rich  in 
possessions,  in  colonies,  in  countries  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  rest  of  the  universe,  would, 
for  the  sake  of  a  miserable  rock,  have  me- 
naced, and  even  declared  war,  unless,  in  her 
secret  views,  this  rock  was  not  considered  as 
the  guarantee  of  the  success  of  her  ultimate 
plans  of  invasion,  as   the  terror  of  Turkey, 
and  the  means  of  uniting  her  usurpations  in 
India  to  those  she  foresaw  she  might  one  day 
attempt  on  the  ruins  of  the   Ottoman  em- 
pire ?    England   lias  not  said    all  this ;    but 
facts  speak  louder  than  words.     Colonel  Se- 
bastiani,  escaped   from    the  dangers    of    his 
journey,  has  reported  what  he  has  seen.   The 
Fnglish  have  loaded  this  report  with  oppro- 
brium, but    they  have   not    overthrown    its 
assertions. — Nevertheless,  their  unveiled  pro- 
jects itill  remain,  and  still  threaten  the  rights 
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and  the  repose  of  Europe.  From  their  first 
theatre  of  action  they  have  been  disloJ:;ed, 
but  the  means  and  the  end  are  the  same.^  Jn 
qnittini!,  Egypt,  they  left  there  the  germs  of 
those  divisions,  which  it  was  their  interest  to 
excite.  One  of  the  beys  they  have  con- 
ducted to  Malta,  who  will  be  for  them  a 
mean  of  co.mmunica.ion,  an  hosta;^-,  and  an 
instrument  of  cherishing  in  Egypt  a  constant 
spirit  of  disobedience,  of  corruption,  and  of 
anarchv. 

We  shall  here  conclude  this  lonj  discus- 
sion with  one  imp-)rlant  observation.     It  is  a 
(H>nsolafory  reflection  for  Europe,  that  pub- 
lic opinion,    attentive  and    eager    to    learn 
whatever  is  connected  with  the  happiness  of 
man,  and  the  interests  of  nations,  possesses 
such  a  variety  of  means  of  arriving  at  the 
source  of  events,  and  of  seizing,  in  the  pas- 
sions, the  character,  and  the  talents  of  those 
who  govern,  the  source  of  those  calamities 
which  threaten  to   lay  waste   human  nature. 
But  these   advantages  which  belong  to,  and 
iiideed  constitute  the  progress  of  civilization, 
will   be  attended  with  no  useful   result,    if 
public  opinion,  in  the  midst  of  crimes  of  tlic 
deepest  dye,  remains  indolent  and  mute  ;  if 
she  docs  n.)t  intimidate   by  her  sentence,  if 
she  does  not  deter  by  her  censure,  those  men 
unworthy    or  unfit  to  govern,    who,    from 
vain  ideas  of  false  pride,  or  from  criminal 
views  of  retaining  their  exalted    situations, 
compromise  the  discernment  and  justice  of 


their  sovereign,  sport  with  the  sufferin  ^s  of 
the  people,  and  unconcernedly    balance  the 
uncertain  hope  of  aggrandizing  tiiemselves^ 
with  tile  certainty  of  embruing  land  and  seas 
with  blood,  and  of  carrying  to  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  globe  war,    murder,  and  desola- 
tion.    Posterity  will  doubtless  detest  the  me-? 
mory    of   these  iniium.an  or  unskilful  men^' 
who  either  will  not  or  cannot  govern   with- 
out destruction,  and   whose   whole    admini- 
stration presents  one   unvaried  scene  of  vio- 
lence, injustice,  and  rapacity.     But  contem- 
porary  governments  should   know,  that  the: 
very  character  of  the   age  they  live  in  will 
be  tarnished,  if,  from  want  oV  penetration, 
of  courage,  and  of  unanimity,    their    senti-!: 
ments  are  not  loudly  manifested,  if  they  do^ 
not  teach  the    enemies  of  the  human  race,  • 
tliat  infamy  can  reach   all  stations,  that  dis-  ' 
honour  unarms  all  powers,  and  that  in  a  so- 
cial state  of  society,  like  that  enjoyed  by  the  ' 
nations   of  the   nineneeth    century,  the  en--, 
lightened  opinion  of  the  people,  when  it  sea- 
sonably bursts  forth,  is  alone  sufficient  for 
their  vengeance,  can  arrest  the  course  of  pub-  ' 
lie  calamities,  and  prevent  the  return  of  crimes 
like  that  which  the  English  government  has . 
recently  committed,  by  violating,   after  tea 
months  of  peace,  a  treaty   which   the   cries 
and  entreaties  of  Europe,  after  ten  years  of 
disaster,    had,    with  so    much  ditficulty,  ob- 
tained Irom   its  greedy  and  inhuman  ambi-  - 
tion. 
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The  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION  of  the  SWISS  CANTONS,  as  settled  by 
THE  MEDIATION  OF  THE  FIRST  CONSUL  of  FRANCE  and  the  DEPU- 
TIES  OF    THh    CANTONS.    .•       :     ;      ;        •  .     •:•   ..     .. 


Dated  Paris,  fcbruarj/   19,   1803. 


General  Dispositions. — Art.  1.  The  19  can- 
tons ofSwit^crlaiid,  VIZ.  AppenzcU,  Argovia,  Basic, 
IjfTiic,  Fntxmrg,  GLiris,  Grisons,  Lucerne,  St. 
G.'.ll,  Schairiiausen,  Sciiwitz,  Soleure,  Tcssen, 
Thurgovia,  Undcivvcid,  Uri,  Vaud,  Zu;^,  and  Zu- 
rich, are  to  be  federally  united,  according  to  the 
piiiiciples  of  their  rcs|>cctive  constitutions.  Tliey 
reciprocally  guaiautee  those  constitutions,  as  well 
;s  their  tenitories,  liberty,  and  independence, 
either  with  a  reference  to  foreign  powers,  or  the 
usurpation  of  any  particular  canton,  or  the  conduct 
«t  factions. — 2.  The  (  ontingencics,  either  in  troops 
or  money,  which  will  be  necessary  for  the  due  ex- 
ecution of  tiiuse  gua-.aniecs,  are  to  be  furnished  by  , 
the  respective  cantons  in  tlie  following  proportions,  i 
—  \_Hi'rpfr.lloysthp  ijuola,  i^'c.  -chick  it  is  projmst'd  each 
ccriitiii  ilh  l!j:irnis/t.] — 3.  There  shall  exist  no  lon-':cr 
in  S\v  tzcrhind  provincial  subjet  ts,  nor  any  species 
of  privilege,  eitiicr  local,  herediarv,  personal,  or 
apptrtanirj  to  fanul.cs. — 4.  Lvery   Swiss  citizen  i 


I  shall  have  the  liberty  of  removing  his  residence - 
I  from  one  canton  to  another,  and  freely  to  exercise 
j  Ills  industry  in  any.  It  is  permitted  him  to  acquire 
political  right  in  whatever  canton  he  establishes 
himself.  But  he  shall  not  enjoy,  at  the  same  lime, 
political  rights  in  more  than  one  canton. — 5.  The 
ancient  laws  of  commerce,  external  or  internal,  are 
abolisiied.  The  free  exchange  and  circulation  of 
commodities,  cattle,  merchandizes,  &c.  are  gua- 
ranteed. All  exclusive  commercial  privileges  are 
abolished  in  the  interior  of  Switzerland.  The  cus- 
toms, &;c.  payable  on  the  frontiers,  shall  go  to  the 
treasury  of  the  adjoining  canton  ;  but  the  rates  and 
proportions  of  these  shall  be  submitted  for  the  ap- 
probation of  the  diet. — 6.  Each  canton  shall  reserve 
to  itself  the  tolls  destined  for  tne  repairs  of  the 
roads,  keeping  in  order  the  banks  of  Uie  rivers, 
bridges,  &c.  but  the  rates  of  these  shall,  as  m  the 
foregoing  instance,  be  left  to  ihe  discretion  of  the 
diet.— 7.  The  monies  coined  in  Svvitzeiiaiid  shall  be 
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of  a  uniform  description,  which  is  a  o  to  be  detfi- ' 
maKci  hy  the  dici. — 8.  No  t:<n  v  a  snal  aftt)rd  asy- 
lun  lo  a  ciiniinal  kiailv  ro'viiitti,  nor  tvcn  lo 
one  lej.'.Uy  accused.-^.'.  Tlie  number  of  siipendiaiy 
tri-:  ps  to  be  supported  in  any  oi.e  canton  shall  not 
ex- ct  d  two  hundred. — 10.  All  partial  alliances  of 
one  canton  with  anmher,  or  with  any  foreign  power, 
is  in;erd;cted. —  II.  The  government,  or  the  legis- 
lative body  ol  any  canton  which  shall  violate  a  de- 
cree of  the  diet,  is  liable  to  be  cited  as  rebellious, 
bi  I  ire  a  tribunal  composed  ot  the  pr^s. dents  of  the 
criminal  tribunals  of  all  the  other  cantons. —  I'i.  The 
cantons  shall  possess  all  th>  se  powers  which  are  not 
ex]>ressly  delei;aied  to  the  lederal  authority. 

Of  the  Directori.al  Canton. — 13.  The  diet 
is  to  assemble  by  rotation,  and  at  annual  periods,  at 
Fribourg,  Berne,  Soleurc,  Basle,  Zurich,  and  Lu- 
cerne.— 14.  The  cantons,  ol  which  the  above  cities 
are  the  chief  places,  shall,  in  succession,  become 
the  directorial  canton:  the  year  for  those  purposes 
commences  on  tiie  first  of  January. — 15.  The  dTec- 
torial  canton  shall  prr)vide  suitable  residence,  and  a 
guaid  of  honour  for  the  deputies  ;  it  also  supplies 
the  expentes  of  the  sesson. — 16.  Tiie  avovcr  or 
buigomaster  of  the  directorial  canton,  shall  unite  to 
■th<)se  titles  that  of  l-niLimman  ol  Switzerland.  He 
shall  have  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  Helvetic  repub- 
lic; He  cannot  absent  h  inself  from  the  city.  The 
supreme  counc  I  of  h.s  canton  shall  accord  to  hiin 
an  ajipropriate  estabhshtnent,  and  shall  defray  the 
extraordinary  expence  of  his  offic  al  functions. — 
17.  Tne  foreign  ministers  are  to  present  to  the  lan- 
damman  their  letters  ol  credence,  or  of  recall ; 
and  must  apply  to  him  on  all  n'atters  of  negociation. 
He  h.isalso  in  charge  the  other  diplomatic  concerns. 
■ — 18.  At  the  opening  of  the  diet,  he  u  to  <ommu- 
mcaie  to  them  the  necessary  information  respecting 
the  domestic  and  foreign  concerns  of  the  republic. 
— 19.  No  canton  shall  be  allowed  to  call  out  or  ptit 
in  motion  more  than  five  hundred  mil  t:a,  until  it 
shall  have  apprized  the  landamman  of  Switzerland 
of  such  an  inieniion. — '20.  In  case  of  a  revolt  in 
the  ni'erior  of  an)  canton,  or  on  any  other  pressing 
occasion,  the  troops  of  one  canton  may  march  iito 
another  canton  :  Ijut  this  s:iall  take  place  only  on 
the  requisition  of  the  supreine  or  petty  counc. 1  of 
the  canton  wiiich  wants  such  assistance;  and  after 
takirg  the  advice  of  the  petty  councl  of  the  d  rec- 
torial canton,  the  diet,  however,  is  to  be  convoked 
?fter  the  cessation  of  hostlities,  or  if  the  danger 
con'  nues. — 21.  If,  during  the  vac.itions  of  the  diet, 
any  disagreement  should  arise  between  any  two  or 
more  cantons,  they  are  lo  address  tiiemselv  es  to  the 
landamman  of  Switzerland,  who,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, shall  a]-)point  conciliatory  arbiters,  or 
jeler  the  case  to  the  consideration  of  the  diet  on  its 
next  sitting. — 2'2.  He  is  to  make  known  to  the  can- 
tons every  instance  in  v.iiich  he  deems  their  conduct 
likely  to  interrupt  the  tranquillity  of  Svvitzerland, 
and  every  thing  which  takes  place  of  an  irregular 
nature,  and  militating  against  ether  the  federal  act, 
or  their  particular  constitution.  He  inay,  in  some 
cases,  convoke  the  supreme  council,  orihatof  the 
Lanilsgeme'indis,  in  those  jilaces  where  the  supreme 
authority  s  immediately  exercised  by  the  people. — 

23.  The  landam.man  of  Switzerland  sends,  in  cases 
of  reed,  inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  e.vamining 
the  state  of  the  roads,  rivers,  &c.  Where  necessity 
requires  it,  he  can  direct  the  immediate  execution 
of  public  works,  and  make  tlie  necessary  arrange- 
meitts  wiih  respect  to  the  expences  thereof,  &c. — 

24.  His  signature-attaches  a  national  credit  and  cha- 
racter to  tliose  acti  to  which  it  is  allixed. 

Of  the  Diet. — '~j.  Each  canton  sends  a  deputy 
to  tl>e  diei,  who  may  be  accompanied. by  one  or 


two  substiuit'-s,  who  shall  be  eligible  to  act  .as  suck 
in  case  of  the  absence  or  indisposition  of  !hej)rjt'i-, 
<  ipai. — 2().  The  deputies  to  the  diet  are  lohave  in- 
structions   and  limned    powers;  they  (annot  vote 
contrary  to  their  instrtictions. — '27.  Tlic  l.tndatninan 
ol   Switzerland  is,   ex  njjlnv,  deputy   of  the  direc- 
tonal  canton. — 28.  The  19  deputies,  who  compose 
the  diet,  shall  iiave  lb  votes    In   the  deliberations, 
in  manner  as  lollows  : — The  deputies  ot  those  can- 
tons, of  vvhich  the  population  is  more  than  lt>0,000 
inhabitants,  wz.  those  of  Berne,  Zurich,  \'aiid,  St. 
Uall,   Argovie,    and  the  Grisons,  shall  have   each 
two   votes.     The   deputies   of    those   cantons,    of 
wliicli  the   population  is   less  than    100, (Hit)   souls, 
namely,    those   of    Tessen,    Lucerne,    Tluirj^ovici 
Fnbourg,    Appenzell,    Soleure,     Rasle,    Schwltz, 
Claris,   SchafThausen,  Undcrwald,   Zug,    and    Uri, 
shall   have  but  one   vote   eacli.— 29.    flie   diet,  at 
wirch  the  landamman  of  Switzerland  presides,  is  to 
assemble  the  first  Monday  in  June  ;  its  session  shall 
not  exceed  the   term  of   one  month. — 30.  There 
shall  be  extniordinary  diets  on  the  following  occar 
sions  :    1-  On  the  demand  of  a  neighbouring  power, 
or  of  one  of  the  cantons,  supported  by  tiie  siqireme 
councl  of  the   directorial  cmton,  wiiicli  shall  be 
assembled  on  such  occasion,   if  not  sitting  at  the 
time.     2dly.   On  tlie   determination  of  the  supreme 
council,  or  of  the  lands-gememdes  of  five  caiilonv 
who    can,    on    such    an    occa^ion,    demand    the 
proceediig,    though    the    d. rectorial   canton    may 
not    concur    in   it.       3,ily.    When    tliey    shall   be 
convoked     by    the    landamman    of    Svvitzerland. 
— 3l.  Tlis  declaration  of  war,  and    the  treaties  of 
peace    or  of  alliance,   emanate  horn  tne  diet;  but  . 
the  concurrence  o(  three-fourths  of  the  i  anions,  on 
such  occasions,    is   necessary. — 32.    It   shall   alorie 
have  the  power  of  concluding  treaties  of  commerce, 
&c.  for  the  foreign  set-vice.     It  autliorizes  the  can- 
tons in  case  it  sliall  deem  expedient,  to  treat  ]),irti- 
cularly  in  other  concerns  with  a  loie  gn  jiovs'cr. — 
'■Vo.  The  diet  lias  (he  direction  of  the  contingent  of 
the  troops  to  be  furnished  by  each  canton,  accord- 
ing to  Art.  2.  It  appfiints  the  commanding  ofhcer, 
and  in  short,  adopts  all   the  measures  necessary  for 
the  security  of   Switzerland,  and   for  the  execution 
of  the  other  dispoMtions  of  tlie   first   article  :   this 
power  also  comprises  internal  concerns. — 34.  It  no- 
m  nates  and   dispatches  ambassadors  extraordinary. 
'^b.  It  decides    finally   upon  all  matters   in  dispute 
between  the  cantons.     For  tiiis  purpose  it  forms  it- 
self into  a  svndicat,  but   in  surh    case  eacii   deputy 
has  hut  one  voice — neither  are  previous  instructions 
necessary  on  this  occasion. — 36.  T)ie  verbal  process 
of  the  diet  is  to  be  entered  into  two  registers,  of 
which  one  remains  with  the  directorial  canton,  and 
the  other  with  the  Stt.te  Seal,  wljich  at  the  end  of 
December  is  to  be  removed  to  the   chief  jilace  in 
the  directorial   canton. — 37.  A  Chancellor,  tatd   a 
Gieffier,  appointed  by  the  diet  for  two  years,  and 
paid  by  the  directorial  canton    (at  tlie  rate  the  d.et 
s/iall  think  proper)   sliall  always    accompany  the 
State  Seal  and  the  register. —  33.  The  constitution  of 
cacii  canton,  engrossed  on  parr'niient,  and  sealed 
with  the  seal  of  the  canton,  sIi.tU  be  deposited  in 
the  arciiives  of  the  diet. — 39.  Tne   piesent  federal 
act,  as  ^vell  as  those  of  the  particular  constitutums 
of  the  19  cantons,  shall  abrogate  and  annul  all  an- 
terior di.ipositioiis  whatever  that  may  he  contrary  to 
it;  and  no  law  relative  to  the  interna!  affairs  of  tha 
cantons,  or  to  tlie  relations  between  them,  can  h<; 
found  on  the  ancient  political  state  of  Svvitzcrl.ind. 
— The  repose  of  Svvitzerland,  the  success    of  thC; 
new  institutions  now  form  ng,  require  that  the'nc 
ccssary  operations  f.ir  carrvuig  them  into  effect,  aii^, 
to  iransmtitothe  new  Masistratcs,  the  care  of  the' "'*' 
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public  happiness  and  welfare,  he  secured  from  the 
influence  of  tiie  passions,  and  cxecuicd  vviin  mo- 
deration, impartiality,  and  wisdom. — \Vc  cannot 
hope  for  a  prosperous  issue  unless  the  coniiriissioners, 
named  by  the  act  of  mediation,  be  anima'.ed  by  the 
spirit  which  dictated  it. — By  these  coujideraiions, 
we  in  our  said  quality,  and  witli  the  res(;rvalions 
before  expressed,  do  constitute  as  follows: — 1.  For 
liie  year  180:1,  Fribour^  to  he  the  directorial  can- 
ton.— 2.  Tiie  citizen  Louis  d'Affry  to  be  landam- 
Tnan  of  Switzerland  for  the  said  )  ear,  and  invest 
liim  witii  the  extraordinary  powers  until  the  assem- 
bling of  the  diet. — 3.  The  original  act  of  mediation 
shall  be  transmitted  to  the  landamrnan,  in  order  to 
be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  dircctoiial  can- 
ton.— 4.  In  each  canton  a  commission  of  seven 
members,  and  of  which  one  sIkiU  be  appointed  by 
us,  and  six  chosen  by  the  ten  deputies  selected  to 
confer  with  us,  is  charged  to  put  into  activity  the 
constitution,  and  to  administer  it  provisionally. — 
5.  These  commissions  are  composed  as  follows  : 
[Tiicn  folhii.-  t/u' viJini's  of  persniis  appo'niti'd  to  Jill  llic 
commissions  of  ike  different  (■anlons.~\ — G.  On  ilie  lOth 
of  March  next,  the  central  rovernirieiit  shall  dis- 
solve itself,  aher  havinp;  transmitted  its  papers  and 
archives  tothelandainman  of  Switzerland. — 7.  Eacli 
commission  shall  asseiublc  on  the  10th  of  March, 
at  the  chief  place  of  the  canton,  and  notify  its  as- 
sembling immeoip.tely  to  the  prefect. — S.  W'i'hin  24 
hours  after  Uiat  notiiication,  the  i)refeci  shall  trans- 
mit to  the  commission,  the  papers  of  administration. 
—9.  In  those  cases  which  may  requiie  instructions, 
or  special  authorities,  the  commissions  sliall  address 
tliemselves  to  the  landamrnan  of  Switzerlard. — 
10.  On  the  15th  of  April  the  commission  shall  be 
put  into  a  state  of  activity,  in  order  that  on  the  'st 
of  June  each  canton  may  elect  its  deputies  to  the 
diet,  and  prepare  ilieir  instructions,  and  <u]  the  first 
Monday  in  July,  in  the  present  year,  the  diet  shall 
assemble. — 11.  The  affairs  pending  belore  the  Su- 
preme Tribunal  shall  be  carried  to  the  Tribunal  of 
Appeal  of  the  canton  in  which  the  parties  reside. 
The  Supreme  Tribunal  shall  cease  alt  its  functions 
ontlie  lOth  of  March. — 1'2.  The  Helvetic  troops,  at 
present  in  the  p;'.y  of  Switzerland,  who  shall  not 
be  employed  by  the  1st  of  May  by  the  cantons, 
siiall  be  taken  into  the  service  of  France. — 13.  No 
prosecution  shall  be  cairied  on  for  crimes  relating 
to  the  revolution,  commuted,  or  pretended  lo  be 
conunitted,  eitliCr  by  individuals,  or  in  the  exer- 
cise of  any  public  function. — The  dissolulion  of  the 
central  government,  and  the  reuistatemcnt  of  the 
sovereignty  in  the  cantons,  reciuires  tliai  there 
should  be  a  provision  made  for  the  discharge  of  tiie 
Helvetic  debt,  and  of  the  disposal  of  tlie  property 
declared  national.  We,  in  our  said  quality,  and 
•With  the  reserve  before  expressed,  appoint  as  fol- 
lows— Art.  1.  The  property  heretofore  belonging 
to  the  convents  sliall  be  restored  to  them,  not  only 
the  properly  situaied  in  the  same  canton  but  also  in 
'any  other. — 1.  The  administration  of  national  pro- 
perty other  ihan  that  heretofore  belonging  toEerne, 
-in  the  cant(i!\s  of  Vaud  and  Arn.ovia,  is  provisionally 
transmitted  to  the  cantons  to  which  it  belonged. 
The  documents  respectmgthe  claims  of  Berne,  shall 
be  provisionally  transmitted  to  those  commissioners 
Appointed  by  the  cantons  of  Berne,  Vaud  and  Ar- 
^ovia. — 2.  In  each  canton  burdened  wuh  debts  an- 
-terior  to  :the  revolution,  ti.e.e  shall  be  assigned 
4'untls  for  their  funding  or  discharge,  out  of  wiiat 
"lemains  of  the  propetty  iieretofore  belonging  to  tlie 
canton. — 4.  Therp  shall  be  re-constituted  for  each 
5city  a  revenue  proportioned  to  its  municipal  ex- | 
-pecces.,— 5.  The  national  debt  shall  be  liquidated,  | 
'-\p  vvihich  purpose  all  claim  shall  be  appropnated,' 


If  the  debt  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  credit  in  s. 
projjortion  according  to  what  remains  of  th.eir  ci- 
devant  immoveable  property,  after  the  discharge  of 
the  c:;nic)nal  debts  anterior  to  the  revolution,  and 
tlie  recomposition  of  the  patrimony  of  the  cities. — 
fi.  Tlie  moveable  and  immoveable  pfopcrty  vviiich 
shall  remain  affer  the  formation  of  tlie  communal 
fui-.ds,  the  disch.-rge  of  the  cantonal  and  national 
debts,  shall  return  to  the  possession  of  those  can- 
tons to  wliich  it  had  belonged.  The  property 
wh.ich  shall  remain  in  the  cantons  of  Vaud  and  Ar- 
govia  sliall  be  belong  to  them.  What  may  remain 
of  the  claims  of  Berne,  siiall  be  equally  distributed 
amongst  the  cantons  of  Eerne,  Vaud,  and  -A.r20Via. 
— 7,  A  commission  composed  of  five  members, 
namely,  the  citizens  Stapler,  Minister  of  the  Re- 
public, Kuster,  Ex-Ministerof  the  finances,  Raemy, 
ci-devant  Chancellor  of  Fribourg,  and  at  present 
member  of  the  Administrative  Chamber,  Sutzcr,  of 
VVmterthur,  Helvetic  deputy,  Laurent,  mayor  of 
Lucerne,  President  of  the  Administrative  Chainber, 
sliall  determine  the  extent  of  Uie  wants. of  the  mu- 
nicip.dities,  and  of  the  funds  necessary  fur  re-con- 
sti'auing  tlieir  revenues,  fliall  liquidate  ti:^e  debts 
of  the  canton,  and  the  national  debt,  shall  assign  to 
each  debt  the  funds  necessary  to  operate  its  dis- 
charge, and  shall  determine  tiie  property  whicli 
sliall  return  into  the  possession  of  each  canton. — 
8.  It  shall  publish  the  result  of  its  labours  with 
respect  to  the  debts  on  the  10th  of  May,  and  with 
resjiect  to  the  revenues  of  the  cities  and  ttie  pa- 
trimony of  the  cantons  on  the  10th  of  June  :  It  shall 
send  tlie  result  of  each  labour  to  the  lirst  landamrnan 
ol  Switzerland,  and  to  each  canton,  lor  the  jiurpofe 
of  being  carried  into  execution. — 9.  The  commission 
shall  assemble  atthechef  place  of  the  directorialcan- 
ton,  and  shall  remain  there  till  tlie  end  of  its  labours. 
The  pres''iit  act,  the  result  oi  long  conferences  be- 
tween wise  men  and  friends  of  virtue,  appears  to  us 
to  contain  those  dispositions  which  a'C  most  proper 
to  ensure  the  peace  and  happiness  of  Switzerland. 
As  soon  as  they  shall  be  executed,  the  French 
troops  shall  be  witlidrawn. — We  recognize  Helve-. 
tia,  constitute;^  conlormably  to  the  present  act,  as 
an  independent  power. — V/e  guarantee  the  federal 
constitution,  and  that  of  each  canton,  against  the 
enemies  of  the  tranquillity  of  Helvetia,  whomso- 
ever they  may  be,  and  we  promise  to  c(miinue 
those  relations  of  beneficence,  which  for  so  many 
ages  have  united  the  two  nations. — Made  and  done 
at  Paris,   U'th  Fel^ruary,   180.1. 

(Signed)  BONAPARTE. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 
(Signed)  PiUGUES  B.  MARET. 

The  Minister  for  Fureioin  Affairs. 
(Signed)  C.  M.  TALLEYRAND, 

The  Minister  for  Foreign   Affairs 
of  tiie  Iialian  Republic. 
(Signed)  J.  MARESCALCHL 

The  present  act  has  been  transmitted  by  the  se- 
nators commissioners  undersigned,  to  the  ten  Swiss 
deputies  undersigned,  at  Paris,  19th  February,  1803, 
(Signed)  (Signed) 

BARTHELEMY,         LOUIS^D'AFFRY, 
ROEDERER,  PIERRE  GLUTZ, 

FOUCHE,  EMMANUEL  JAUCH, 

DEMEUNIER,  H.  MONNOT, 

REINHARD, 
•  ■  ■   ■■  SPRECHER  EERNYS, 

.;  wi,.  ....  :.    ■;' ;.,.         p.  A.  STAFFER, 
:,    ..v--..^:      '■^-         PAULUSTERY, 
.X  *.-.?.I  ■'  i  ^  -■  •  ■       R-  O^  W ATTER VrL,LE, 

ij       ;  -  KE   MoN-JjEEKAVj 

''"■  -^  ••-  .,":'""■  Y.  VON  YhV-E?  • "  V 

---:c..  .^         .     .        ^;-.^ TAPERS 
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The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Stanley,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  North- 
Carolina,  to  his  constituents,  contains  a  fair  and 
impartial  review  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body. 
Mr.  Stanley  is  a  moderate  opposer  of  the  pre- 

•  sent  administration  of  the  United  States  ;  and  in 
his  remarks  may  be  discovered  the  opinions  of 
those  in  America,  who  formerly  supported  the 
governments  of  Gen.  Washington  and  Ma. 

AOAltf^'. 


The  attention  of  Congress  was  early  called 
to  a  **  violation,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  Spain."  To  understand  this  busi- 
ness,  you  will  recollect,  that  Spain  holding 
the  territory  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
extending  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  on 
the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  south  of  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  3 1  deg.  N.  latitude,  is  consequently 
proprietor  of  both  sides  of  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  great  difficulty,  and  in  fai5>  the 
impossibility  at  some  seasons  of  ascending 
the  river  Mississippi  in  sea  vessels,  to  ;; 
height  convenient  to  receive  the  produce  of 
our  Western  States,  had  convinced  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  the  necessity  of  obtjining  from 
Spain  the  right  to  deposit  our  produce  on 
their  territory,  from  whence  it  was  conve. 
niently  accessible  by  our  ships  ;  and  also  of 
securing  to  them  the  free  use  of  this  high- 
way to  market.  These  objects  were  ob- 
tained by  the  treaty  concluded  with  Spain 
the  e7th  day  of  Odober  179-^)  by  the  'iSd 
article  of  which  it  stipulated,  "  That  His 
Catholic  Majesty  v/ill  permit  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  the  .<:pace  of  three  years 
to  deposit  their  mcrchanJi/e  and  effects  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  export 
them  from  thence  without  paying  any  other 
duty  than  a  fair  price  for  the  hire  of  the 
stores,  and  his  Majesty  promises  either  to 
continue  this  permission,  if  he  finds  during 
that  time  that  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  the 
interest  of  Spain,  or  if  he  should  not  agree 
to  continue  it  there,  he  will  assign  to  them 
en  another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Missjs- 
sippl  an  equivalent  establishment."  It  was 
•  now  suggested  that  our  ships  had  been  ex- 
Vou  III. 


eluded  from  New. Orleans,  and  the  right  of 
deposit  prohibited.  No  information  on  this 
subject  being  given  in  the  message  of  the 
President,  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  the  17th  December  1802,  hy  resolution, 
requested  the  President  to  "  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  House  such  information  in  the 
possession  of  the  department  of  state,  as  re- 
lates to  a  violation,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of 
the  22d  article  of  the  treaty  of  friendship, 
navigation,  and  limits,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  King  of  Spain."  From  the 
communication  of  the  President,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  resolution,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  Intendant  of  New-Orleans,  the  of- 
ficer intrusted  with  the  commercial  concerns 
of  the  province,  had  by  proclamation  on  the 
16th  of  October  I8O2,  interdifted  the  Ame- 
rican right  of  deposit  at  New. Orleans, 
without  assigning  any  other  *'  equivalent 
establishment."  It  was  also  known,  that 
the  governor-general  of  Louisiana,  at  New- 
Orleans,  did  not  condemn,  but  explicitly 
vindicated  the  measure.  This  act,  diredly 
violating  a  solemn  treaty,  producing  imme  . 
diately  an  immense  loss  to  a  great  portion  of 
our  citizens,  and  viewed  by  many  as  the 
commencement  of  measures  intended  to  de- 
prive us  of  a  place  of  deposit,  and  to  ob- 
struct  the  free  navigation  of  the  river, 
(righcs  tsicntial  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
VVL-stcrn  States,)  afFeftcd  too  deeply  the  ho- 
nour and  interest  of  the  United  States,  not 
to  merit  the  earliest  and  most  serious  consi- 
deration. The  claim  of  this  subject  to  at- 
tention was  rendered  peculiarly  strong,  as 
com  eded  with  the  cession  of  Louisiana  by 
Spain  to  France,  placed  within  the  notice  of 
Congress  by  the  President's  mention  of  it  in 
his  message  *'  as  making  a  change  in  the 
aspect  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  entitled 
to  just  v.'eight  in  deliberations  of  the  legis- 
lature connedted  with  that  subject."  To 
enable  Congress  to  act  with  understanding 
on  this  subjcd,  and  to  judge  what  measures 
if  any  were  necessary  to  be  taken,  Mr. 
Griswold,  on  the  5th  January,  moved  the 
following  resolution  ; 

•«  Resolved,  That    the  President    of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  dirtft  the  pro- 
per officer  to  lay  before  this  hjas»  copies  of 
S  s  s  such 
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such  official  doc'jtnents  as  have  been  received 
by  this  government,  announciiig  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  to  France,  tcgetlier  vvith  a  re- 
port, explaining  the  stipulations,  circum- 
stances, and  conditions  under  which  that 
province  is  to  be  delivered  up,  unless  such 
documents  and  report  will,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  divulge  to  the  House  par- 
ticular transactions  not  proper  at  this  time 
to  be  cominunicated." 

This  resolution   was  opposed — That  the 
province  of  Louisiana   had    been  ceded  by 
Spain  to  Fnmce — that  this   cession,  if  car- 
lied  into  efFeft,  would  change   the  aspect  of 
our  foreign  relations,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  weight   in  legislative  deliberation,  were 
facts  too  deeply   interesting  to    the  United 
Stares  to  have  escaped  notice,  even  though 
they  had  not  been  pressed  into   the   view  of 
the  legislature,  and   recommended  to  their 
attention  by  the  high  authority  and  solemn 
sanftion  of  the  President,     An   opposition, 
therefore,   to  a   call  for  information — a  call 
respectful  in  its  terms,  submitting  the  ex- 
tent  of  the  communication  to  the  judgment 
of  the  President,  was  not  to  have  been  ex- 
pected.    The  majority  of  the  LIousc  disco- 
vered strong  jealousy  of  this  resolution,  and 
after  various  unsuccessful  attempts  to  have  it 
considered,  it  was   at  length  taken   up  and 
rejected.    Li  discussing  this  resolution  much 
extraneous  matter  was  introduced  ;  the  only 
arguments  which   1   could   discover  asainst 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  were,  that  such 
an  enquiry  implying  a  suspicion  of  unfriend. 
ly  or  i.npropcr  conduel  on  the  part  of  Spain 
towards  us  might  irritate  that  nation  ;  and 
that  negocJations  were  about  commencing  be- 
tv/een  our  government  and  Spain  and  France. 
The  dodrine    advanced   on    this    occasion, 
that  although  the  transaftions  of  a  foreign 
nation  shall  be  solemnly  mentioned   by  the 
President  in  an   oScial  communication,  as 
changing  the  aspeft  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  entitled  to  weight  in  our  deliberations  ; 
and  although  measures  highly    injurious   to 
our  rights  and  interest,  and  probably  a  con- 
sequence of    this    transaction,    have    been 
adop;ed,   yet   that   a   fear   to  irritate   shall 
oblige  us  to  forbear  from  enquiry  ;   to  shut 
our  ears  to  any  information  on  the  subjedl, 
lest   we  discover  a   suspicion  of  unfriendly 
designs,  that  in  fad  (for  it  amounts  to  this) 
we  shall  never  prepare  to  meet  a  hostile  de- 
sign until  it  is   "known  to  us  by  its  execu. 
tio)i,"  is  a  doifirine  not  only  novel  but  too 
palpably   dangerous    to     e  admitted  as  the 
real  obiefticn  to  this  Resolution.     As  to  the 


objeflion  on    the  ground  that  negociation 
was  about  commencing,  let   it  be  conceded 
that  the  direflion  of  the  negociation  belongs 
solely  to  the  executive,  does  it  residt,  or  can 
it  be  seriously  contended,  that    under  our 
government  the  determination  of  the  execu- 
t'lrje  to  negociate,  takes  from  the  legislature 
their   constitutional  power  of    considering 
what  measures  are  necessary  for   the  public 
welfare?  Such  a  doClrine  can  consist   only 
with  a  supremacy  in  the  executive — a  doc- 
trine at  variance  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  government.    If  the  cession  of 
Li'uisiana  was  a  subjeci:  not  proper  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  why  was  it  men- 
tioned in   the  message  ?    And  if  this  consi- 
deration was  rendered  improper  by  the  in- 
tention to  negociate,  why  was  that  intention 
never  communicated  ?  The  belief  that  there 
were  yet  other  objeftions  to  this  resolutiort 
not  advanced  by  its  opponents,  forces  itself 
on  the  mind,  and  is  strengthened  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  in  their  own  resolution  of 
17th  Dec.  the  transactions  of  New-Orleans 
were,   without  fear  to  irritate,  openly  and 
properly  called  *'  a  •violation  of  our  treaty 
on    the   part   of  Spain."     Surely,  too,  the 
President  would  not  have  hazarded  the  pub- 
lic safety  by  pressing  on  our  notice  in  a  pub- 
lic communication  a  transaction  deeply  inte- 
resting to  our  rights  and  interests,  but  which 
was  covered  with  a  veil  not  to  be  raised  but 
with  danger  or  indelicacy.     The  President 
knew  it  to  be  his  duty  to  acquire  informa- 
tion en  the  subjeft-.-to  presume  that  he  has 
not  done  so,  would  be  to  reproach  him  with 
reprehensible  indifference  to,  and  negleftof, 
our  interests.     Yet,  improbable  as  the  sug- 
gestion might  otherwise  be,  the  circumstan- 
ces  go  far  towards  compelling  a  belief,  that 
the  President  had  neither  sought  nor  obtain- 
ed any  official  information  on  the  subjed,  or 
that  his  enquiries  had  not  been  treated  with 
that  respeCl  which  is  due  to  the  American  na- 
tion ;  and  that  a  rejcftion  of  the  resolation 
was  resorted  to  as  the  only  mode  of  shield- 
ing him    from    the    m.ortifying  dlsclosurei 
Mr.  Griswold  also  moved  the  toUowing  re- 
solutions : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  entitled  to  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi  has  been  obstrucled  by  the 
regulations  recently  carried  into  effeft  ,^.t 
New-Orleans. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  freely 
na\jgating    the    river    Mississippi    ought 

never 
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never    to    be    abandoned    by   the    United 
States. 

"  Resol'-veJj  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  legishuivc  ineasures  are  necessary  to 
secure  to  the  people  ot"  the  United  States 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississip- 
pi." 

These  were  not  aficd  upon,  the  majority 
refusn/g  to  take  the  moliQ7t  into  conuderat'ion. 
The  tollowing  resolutions  on  the  same  sub- 
jeft  were  afterwards  agreed  to  with  closed 
doors : 

**  Resol^jer!,  That  this  House  receive  with 
great  sensibility  the  information  of  a  dispo- 
sition in  certain  officers  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment at  New. Orleans,  to  obstruLl  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  as  se- 
cured to  the  United  States  by  the  most  so- 
kmn  stipulations. 

"  That  adhering  to  that  humane  and  wise 
policy  which  ought  ever  to  charaflerize  a 
free  people,  and  by  which  the  United  States 
have  always  professed  to  be  governed ;  will- 
ing at  the  same  time  to  ascribe  this  breach 
of  coinpaft  to  the  unauthorized  miscondud 
of  certain  individuals,  rather  than  to  a  want 
of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty  j  and  relying  with  perfed  confi- 
dence on  the  vigilance  and  wibdom  of  the 
executive,  they  will  wait  the  issue  of  such 
measures  as  that  department  of  the  govcrn- 
nsent  shall  have  pursued  for  asserting  the 
rights,  and  vindicating  the  injuries  of  the 
United  States  ;  holding  it  to  be  their  duty, 
at  the  same  time,  to  express  their  unalter- 
able determin::ti')a  to  maintain  the  bounda- 
ries and  the  riglns  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce through  the  river  Mississippi,  as  cs- 
tablished  by  existing  treaties." 

To  these  resolutions  it  was  objeifted,  that 
the  soft  langunge  of  *'  sensibility"  was  in- 
adequate to  the  expression,  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  free  people,  of  the  national 
sense  of  a  great  national  wrong.  That  the 
resolution  discovered  a  timid  disposition  in 
calling  that  a  "  disposition  to  violate"  our 
treaty  which  was  proved  to  us  to  be  an  ac- 
tual and  avowed,  not  a  contemplated  or  sus- 
pected, infraction  of  the  treaty.  That  it 
contained  a  declaration  of  **  pcrtedl confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  vigilance"  of  the  execu- 
live,  and  determination  to  wait  the  issue  of 
ineasures  pursued  by  that  department,  at  a 
time  that  we  had  no  knowledge  whether  any 
■measures  had  been  taken,  and  tlxit  it  pledged 
the  United  States  to  wait  the  result  of  nc- 
ffociation,  (the  only  measures  the  executive 


can  pursue  without  the  authority  of  con- 
gress,) when  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
United  States  may  render  such  delay  dan- 
gerous, and  demand  measures,  if  not  of  ac, 
tion,    at    least    of  preparation. —  Nothing 
urged  in  annwer  to  theee  objcdions  had  the 
cifec't  of  obviating  them  in  my  inind.      A 
separate  question  was  t;iken  on  tlie  diffetent 
members  ot  tliis  resolution.     Although  mr.ny 
thought  them  liable  to  the  objcftions  I  h;,ve 
stated,  and  would  have  preferred  the  adop- 
tion of  those  moved  by  I\'lr.  Griswold,  yet 
they   uniied  in  the  vote  in  favour  of  sixh 
principles  as  accorded  with  their  own.     The 
declaiation  of  a  sense  of  the  wrong  ;   the  dis- 
position to  adhere  to  that  humane  and  wise 
policy  which  should  always  characterize  a 
free  people,  and  by  which  ehe  United  States 
had  always  professed  to  be  governed  ;  and 
the  determination  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
boundary,   and    ijrc  free  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  were  iinnnimouslj  agreed 
to.     It  was  moved  to  strike  out  the  declara- 
tion of  ferfed  confulence  in  the  wisdom  and 
vigihince  of  the  executive,  and  tlie  deter- 
mination to  v/aii  the  issue  of  such  measures 
as  that  department  shall  ka-ve  pursued.     Oa 
this  question  I  voted  in  the  ailirmative,  be- 
cause the  solemn  voie  oi  perfcd  canjidence  on 
an  occasion  where  no  such  expression  vvas 
necessary,  and  on  a  subiei!:!  where  the  lan- 
guage ol  compliment  or  servility  should  not 
be  heard,  is  only  due  to  the  exertion  of  those 
qualities  in  measures  known  and  approved : 
whereas  in  the  present  case,  so  far  from  mea- 
sures being  known  and  found  to  merit  appro- 
bation,  we  were  left  to  conjeeTiure  whether 
any  had  been   taken.     Indeed  the  rejeiliioii 
of  the  call  for  information  regarding  Loui- 
siana, ascribable  only  to  the  negled  of  the 
executive  to  procure  anj'  ;   the  want  ol  offi. 
cial   information   what   measures   had    been 
adopted,   and  the  appoiiument  of  a  minister 
extraordinary  to  negociiite  on    this   subjeifl 
not    until  after    these    proceedings    ivi    the 
house,   warrant  the  opinion,   that  at  the  time 
of  this  vote  of  confidence,   the  executive  had 
not  even  taken  those  measures  which  his  o'.vn 
judgment   suggested   to   be   necessary.     \\\ 
support  of  this  blindfold  vote  of  confidence 
it  was  argued,  that  it  was  the  theory  of  our 
constitution  to  ascribe  "  wisdjin  and  vigi- 
lance" to  the  executive  in   the  exercife  of 
powers  confided  to  that  department.     Per- 
mit me  here  to  remark,   that  it  is  the  theory 
of  the  British  government  to  attribute  such 
*' pcrfedl  wisdom  and   vigilance"  to  their 
king  that  it  has  become  the  maxim  of  their 
■'     ■  S  s  s  2         ■      '     "  con- 
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constitution   "  that   the   king  can   do   no 
wrong."     If  the  theory  of  our  constitntion 
be  as  advanced  on  this  occasion,  it  difR-rs 
but   in   sound   from    the   deformity   of  the 
British  ;  and  under  ours,  as  under  that  *'  the 
theory  and  praftice   will  frequently   he  at 
variance."     I  prize  our  constitution,  as  the 
rock   of  our  safety.     The  obligation  of  an 
oath  adds  not  to  my  disposition  to  support  \ 
it :  but  neither  my  attachment  or  duty  c<in  ! 
induce  me  to  ascribe  '*  perfedl  wisdom  and  ! 
vigilance"   to  a  branch  of  the  government  i 
in    particular    where     the    evidence    rather  i 
militates  against,   than  supports  th.e  claim. 
— The  motion  to  rejcft  this  part  was  lost. — 
Upon  the  question  to  agree  to  the  whole  re- 
solution,   those   whose   objections  had    not 
been  obviated :   who  thought  their  vote  of 
perfeft  confidence  improper ;  having  recorded 
their  votes  in  favour  of  such  parts  of  the  re- 
solutions as  were  necessary  or  proper;  and 
believing  that  the  resolutions  submitted  by 
Mr.  Griswold,  were  preferable,  and  that  no 
injury  could  arise,  if  those  under  considera- 
tion were  rejefted,  voted  against  them.      I 
concurred  in  this  vote.     To  shew  that  those 
who  differed  from  the  majority  in  the  pre- 
ference of  the  resolutions  adopted,   to  those 
moved    by    Mr.   Griswold,    were   nor,    as 
malice  or  ignorance  may  suggest,  necessarily 
advocates  for  immediate  measures  of  hosti- 
lity ;  and  that  on  an  occasion  similar  to  the 
present,    under  an  administration   meriting 
and  possessing  the  perfeft  confidence  of  the 
people,  a  line  of  conduft  was  putsucd  cor. 
responding  to  that  which  it  was  the  object 
.cf  Mr.  Griswold's  resolution   to  obtain,   I 
beg  leave  to  recall  to  your  recolle(?tion  the 
proceedings   of  Congress  in  consequence  ot 
the  unjustifiable  order  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land to  his  naval  commanders  to  capture  our 
ihips  in  the  year  17(j3.     At  the  opening  ol 
the  session  of  Congress  the  President  (Wash- 
ington) communicated  the  subject  to  Con- 
gress, accompanying  his  communication  with 
a  copy  of  his  instructions  given  bv  him  to 
our  Mir.ister  at  the  British  Court  for  de- 
manding redress. — The  language  of  Wash- 
ington on   this  occasion  was :   "  There  is  a 
rank  due  to  the  United  States  among  nations 
which  will  be  withheld,   if  not  ;'bsoluiely 
lost,  by  the  reputation  of  weakness.     If  we 
desire  to  avoid  insult,  we  must  be  prcp.ired 
TO  repel  it.    .Jf  we  desire  to  preserve  peace, 
one  of  the  most  powerful  instruments  of  our 
.rising  prosperity,  it  must  be  known  that  we 
are  at.al!  tiiues  ready  for  war."      Had  a  fear 
,  to  irritate  pilose  wlio  had  done  us  wrong, 


enfeebled  the  mind  of  that  great  man,  he 
would  have  withheld  until  called  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  injury  done  us.  But  with 
the  firmness  which  marked  his  character  and 
which  elevated  the  American  characfter  under 
his  administration,  he  communicated  the  in- 
formation uncalled  for  :  Not  afraid  to  trust 
the  national  council  with  a  constitutional 
participation  in  devising  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  our  rights,  he  communicated 
also  the  instruiftions  he  had  given  for  de- 
manding redress.  Just,  as  was  the  claim  of 
this  President  to  approbation,  the  legislature 
forebore  from  adulation.  But  with  the  in- 
dependence of  freemen  and  a  promptness  be- 
coming the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  their 
fellow. citizens,  they  trusted  not  the  safety 
and  honour  of  their  country  t»  soft  expres- 
sions of  "  sensibility" — they  afled.  They 
authorised  the  President  to  embody  and  call 
out  80,000  militia,  if  circumstances  should 
render  it  necessary. --they  suspended,  for  a 
time  by  embargo,  all  commercial  inter- 
course--.they  adopted  and  acted  upon  the 
opinion  of  their  wise  and  vigilant  President, 
"  That  to  avoid  insult  we  must  be  prepared 
to  repel  it." 

On  the  7  th  of  January,  the  President  no- 
minated to  the  Senate  James  Monroe,  as 
Minister  Extraordinary  to  th?  Courts  of  the 
King  of  Spain  and  First  Consul  of  France, 
to  art  in  conjunftion  with  our  Ministers  at 
these  Courts  to  negociate,  it  is  presumed, 
resptrting  the  shutting  the  port  of  New. 
Orleans,  and  the  cession  of  Louisiana.  This 
gentleman  was  formerly  our  Minister  to 
France,  and  was  recalled  by  Washington  for 
misconduct. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  it  appears  that  there  was  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  30ih 
September  1802,  in  cash,  dollars  4,4:j(;)i''7  J. 

The  receipts  of  the  United  States  tor  the 
year  ending  the  30th  Sept.  1802,  was,  dol- 
lars loj'J.T 8,453,  which  was  derived  from 
the  following  sources  : 


Duties  on  impost  and  tonnage, 

I)iicct  tax, 

Sales  of  public  lands,        ■■ ..- ^  .. .' -•,  -, 

Postage  of  letters, 

Proceeds  of  sales  of  bank  shares, 

Dividends  on  bank  stock, 

Pay't  on  acct.  sales  of  armed  ships, 

."^i'les  of  prizes, 

Intern;'.!  taxes, 

Misctlhneous,        ,.,     .v.,....,..,,. 


1)011! .         Ch. 

12,198,938  6 
226,804  19 
179^575  j» 

1,287,600 

3^,960 
212,342  83 

31,94.-!  2» 
806,765  65 
124,028  64 


i)blls.    15,268,258  tx 
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The  expenditures  of  the  government  in 
same  period  were,  dollars  I3,i)()7,!j0l  27 
cts. 

The  payments  into  the  Treasury  from 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  being  derived 
from  bonds  due  for  duties  accruing  before 
the  late  peace,  the  President  reminds  us 
**  that  the  effect  of  peace  is  not  yet  fully 
ascertained." — This  effect,  though  not  fully 
ascertained,  has  yet  evinced  its  operation. 
It  appears  from  the  statements  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  that  the  amount  of 
duties  on  goods  imported  and  tonnage  se- 
cured  in  the  last  year,  and  which  will  form 
the  receipt  of  the  next,  is  dollars  •2,25G,SQi> 
less  than  the  year  preceding. 

*'  The  funds  annually  appropriated  to  the 
discharge  of  our  debt,  are,  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, under  the  direction  of  the  Vice  Pre. 
sident,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Attorney  General, 
and  the  Chief  Justices  of  the  United  States, 
who  are  stvled  the  •*  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund."  Of  these  commissioners 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  the  agent, 
the  power  of  the  others  is  barely  nominal. 
The  commissioners  have  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  the  present  session,  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  to  them, 
containing  a  detail  of  the  measures  pursued 
in  the  year  1802,  in  relation  to  their  duty. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  Chief  justice  of 
the  United  States  had  been  consulted  on 
these  proceedings  :  his  name  does  not  appear 
to  the  report.— -This  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  states, 

"  That  during  the  year  1802, there  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  account 
of  prL-;cipal  and  interest  of  the  domestic  debt,  the 
suBi  of  stiv.  9,372,752  »8 

"  That  of  the  money  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  in  the  year  1 801,  which 
remained  unapplied  at  the  expiration 
of  that  year,  and  was  applicable  to 
the  Dutch  debt,  there  was  2,313,846 
guilders  lo  stivers,  equal  at  40  cts. 
each  guilder  to  925753^  4° 


Forming  the  sum  in  their  hands  in 

.     the  year  1802,  10,298,290  68 

"  Of  this  sum  the  Secretary  renders  the  following 
ScCouv.t : 

'  "  I.  That  to  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  debt  accrued  in  the  year  1802, 
there  has  been  applied  dolls.  4,065,738  47 

"2.  To  the  reimbursement  of  prin- 
)cipal  of  domestic  debt,  1,290,000 

Dutch  debt,  due  in  1802  i  ,344,000 


"  3.  That  to  meet  the  instalment  of  domestic  debt, 
first  due  in  the  year  1803,  they  liavc  retained  die 
sum  of  dolls.  1,117,869  37 

"  The  Secretary  further  states,  that 
at  the  close  of  the  year  i8c2,  there  :•  • 

remained(exclusively  of  protested  bills  ,  'C 

outst.uiding,  and  urcifiplitd  balances  in  '     , 

the  hands  of  agents)  an  unapplied  ba-  ^^' 

lance   of  guilders    5,914,606  10  sti-  ""^ 

vers,   applicable  to  the    payment   of  '''.-OT 

Dutch  debt,  in  the  year  1803,  equal 
to  ...:-.    -.  dolls.  2,365,842  40 


"  Making  the  sum  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  in  the  year  l8o2,but  not  ap-  ;^' v 

piled  in  that  year,  dolls.  3,483,711  "j« 

"  If  to  the  sum  which  is  stated  to  ,-• 

liave  been  applied  to  the  reduction  (,f  ^ ' 

the  debt  in  1802,  viz.  stiv.  6,699,738  47 

be  added  the  last  sum,  stated  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  agents,  and  not  applied^ 
viz.  dolls.  3.483.711  11 


Making  the  sum  actually  applied  to 
.  the  dbcliarge  yf  the  debt,  in  the  year 
j8o2,  doils.  6,699,738  47 


"  The  sum,  accounted  for  in  some 
way  or  other,  is  dolls.  10,183,450  14 

which  deducted  from  the  sum  in  their 

hands,  dolls.  10,298,190  6S 

leaves  a  balance,  which  the    report 

does  not  account  for  in  anyway,  dolls.      114,740  44 

"  From  these  facts  I  am  led  to  remark^ 
that  the  act  of  last  session  placed  among  the 
proudest  plumes  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, entitled  **  An  Act  providing  for  the 
redemption  of  the  whole  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,"  makes  it  expressly  the  duty- 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  to 
apply  annually  the  sum  of  7,300,000  doU 
lars  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt- --and  that 
it  appears  the  sum  of  dollars  G, 699,^38  47 
only  has  been  applied  in  the  year  1862-.-- 
leaving  a  deficit  of  dollars  600,26i  /iS.  As 
to  the  large  sum  of  3,483,7  1 1  dollars  ^;y!"w"« 
from  the  '■Trensurj,  and  not  applied^  it  v.'ould 
have  been  more  satisfactory  to  "  that  jea- 
lousy which,  however  detestable  in  private, 
is  the  loveliest  trait  of  political  character," 
had  we  been  informed  in  whose  hands  as 
agents  this  immense  sum  was  renting.  As 
to  myself,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  been  in- 
formed what  necessity  induced  the  drawing 
so  large  a  sum  from  the  Treasury,  so  lon^ 
before  it  was  to  be  applied  ?  Why  money 
was  remitted  to  Europe  (if  the  f^ict  be  so) 
to  meet  a  debt  not  yet  due,  at  a  time  that  a 
balance  of  600,000  dollars  remained,  as  it 
still  does,  unpaid  of  the  sum  expressly  re- 
quired to  be  paid  in  each  year.  And  1  can- 
not repress  the  expression  of  my  asfonlih- 
ment  and  alarm,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  an  official  report,  professing  to 
account  for  the  due  application  of  dollars 
I0,2()8,lf)0  6i^,  after  vaguely  stating  dol- 
lars y, 48'?, 7 11  77,  to  be  unapplied  antf'in 
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the  hands  of  agents ;  should,  notwithstand- 
ing, leave  a  balance  ^wholly  unaccounted  for 
6f  dollars  1  14,740  4-1-," 

The  president,  in  addressing  the  present 
Congress  after  a  review  ot  our  revenue,  iind 
the  payments  on  account  of  the  debt,  remarks, 
*'  When  effects  so  salutary  rcsidt  from  the 
plans  you  have  already  sanctioned  ;  when 
merely  by  avoiding  tiilse  objects  of  expence, 
■w;  are  able  without  a  direct  tax,  without 
internal  taxes,  and  without  borrowing,  to 
make  large  and  effectual  payments  towards 
the  discharge  of  our  public  debt,  and  the 
emancipation  of  our  posterity  from  that 
mortal  canker,  it  is  an  encouragement  of  the 
highest  order  to  proceed  as  we  have  begun 
in  substituting  economy  for  taxation,  and  in 
procuring  v.'hat  is  useful  for  a  nation  placed 
as  we  arc,  rather  than  what  is  practised  by 
others  under  different  circumststices."  The 
constitution  requires  of  the  president  that 
he  should  give  Congress  information  of  the 
Stateof  the  union,  and  recommend  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
dient. Perhaps  it  would  comport  better 
^vith  the  dignity  of  the  first  magistrate,  if 
in  discharging  this  duty  he  should  not  ieel 
himself  emancipated  from  the  obligations 
imposed  by  ofHcial  propriety.  If  he 
should  refrain  from  such  reflections  as  are 
evidently  intended  to  establish  his  own  re- 
putation by  casting  reproach  on  his  prede- 
cessors,  or  avoid  such  a  display  oi  measures 
and  professions  as  argue  a  thirst  for  popu- 
larity ;  as  his  own  feelings  must  regulate 
his  conduct  in  this  particular,  it  is  at  his 
option  to  adopt  or  reject  such  stale  instru- 
ments for  procuring  popular  favour.  So  far, 
"however,  as  I  deem  them  disingenuous  or 
unfounded,  it  is  my  duty  and  a  right  I  feel 
disposed  to  use,  to  examine  his  statement. 
The  remarks  I  have  quoted  from  the  mes- 
sage are  predicated  on  the  state  of  our  re- 
venue, *'  resulting  (says  the  president)  from 
the  plans  jou  have  already  sanctioned." 
Now  it  is  an  indisputable  truth,  that  the 
plans  adopted  under  the  present  administra. 
tion  have  been  to  d'lmhiuh  and  not  to  in. 
crease  the  revenue.  By  the  repeal  of  the 
internal  taxes,  in  which  I  concurred,  though 
I  wished  to  retain  such  parts  of  them  as  fell 
on  luxury  and  wealth,  the  revenue  was  les- 
sened near  one  million  of  dollars  per  year. 
No  one  measure  has  been  adopted,  or  in  the 
language  of  the  message,  "  sanctioned"  in 
the  present  administration  which  adds  one 
cent,  a  year  to  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States.   The  regulations  of  commerce,  under 


.,.:&■- 


which  the  duties  from  imports  and  tonnage 
arise  and  are  collected,  retnain  as  established 
by  the  former  administration.  The  progres- 
sive increasing  population,  wealth  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  r/ccasioncd  the 
regular  annual  increase  of  this  revenue,  and 
in  the  usual  course,  the  receipts  of  the  last 
year  were  greater  than  the  former.--. But 
says  the  message,  this  state  of  things  is  the 
result  "  merely  of  avoiding  false  objects 
of  expence."  Some  diminution  of  expen- 
diture has  indeed  been  made  under  the  pre- 
sent administration,  but  they  have  in  a  ver^ 
great  degree  resulted  from  the  change  in  oUr 
situation  and  circumstances,  not  been  pro- 
duced, I  presume  to  say,  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration. Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
in  the  few  years  preceding  the  accession  of 
the  present  administration,  millions  were 
necessarily  expended  for  securing  and  pro- 
tecting cur  commerce,  to-  which  not  only 
the  agricultural,  but  every  other  interest 
owes  its  prosperity.  Light  houses  and  for- 
tifications were  erected-.-Lisurrections,  In- 
dian and  Algerine  wars  exhausted  large 
sums;  by  depredations  of  the  English, 
French  and  Spanish  nations^  property  sup- 
posed to  exceed  thirty  millions  of  dollars, 
was  lost,  and  the  revenue  consequently  great- 
ly diminished.  Naval  sites  and  arsenals 
were  established  :  arms  and  ordnance  to  a 
large  amount  purchased  ;  and  armouries  for 
manufacture  of  arms  set  in  operation.  A 
navy  was  not  only  built  which  restored  our 
commerce  and  revenue;  but  when  on  the, re- 
turn of  peace  its  longer  support  on  the  first 
establishment  was  rendered  unnecessary, 
most  of  the  ships  were  sold,  by  which  mea- 
sure the  amount  of  the  annual  expenditure 
of  the  navy  was  greatly  lessened  ;  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  brought  back  into  the 
Treasury,  to  form  a  part  of  that  aggregate 
which  the  message  suggests  to  be  the  result 
of  the  **  mere  avoiding  false  objects  of 
expence."  The  great  objects,  therefore,  of 
expence,  upon  which  much  money  was  ex- 
pended by  the  former  administration,  are 
the  erection  of  light  houses  and  fortifications 
—  suppressing  insurrections  ;  establishing 
naval  sites  and  arsenals  ;  the  purchase  of 
arms  and  ordnance  ;  establishing  armoiaries, 
and  protecting  commerce  against  Algerine 
and  French  pirates  by  building  a  navy. 
Let  anj'  candid  man  reflect  whether,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  the  present  admi- 
nistration ought  not  to  resort  to  the  same 
measures. — Whether  the  injustice  and  vio- 
lence of  foreign   nations  may  not  compel  us 


1998 


AMERICAN  AFFAIRS. 


1999- 


at  any  time,  and  howcYcr  pacific  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  administration,  to  resort  to 
measures  of  defence,  and  then  let  him  say 
whether  these  were  false  objects  of  expencc. 
There  are  however  other  objects  of  expcnce 
not  adopted,  or  rather  **  avoided,"  by  the 
present  administration, — such  as  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  expence  of  the  judiciary  depart, 
ment  by  the  repeal  of  the  judicial  system 
adopted  February  1801 — the  reduction  of 
the  army,  and  the  dismissing  the  officers 
employed  in  collecting  the  internal  taxes. 
The  expenditure  retrenched  by  the  repeal  of 
the  judiciary  was  surely  not  the  cause  of  our 
former  poverty  or  of  our  present  wealth,  be- 
cause the  system  repealed  had  been  in  opera- 
tion but  one  year,  and  the  saving  does  not 
exceed  thirty  thousand  dollars,  a  sum  less 
than  the  expence  of  repealing  it. 

The  reduction  of  the  army  was  justified 
in  my  estimation  and  supported  by  my  vote; 
but  1  am  of  opinion,  that  while  our  differ, 
ences  subsisted  with  the  European  powers 
with  whom  we  were  contending---the  force 
retained  was  necessary  to  garrison  our  forts 
and  guard  our  frontiers.  The  restoration 
of  harmony,  which  authorised  a  reduction  of 
the  navy,  justified  a  like  reduction  of  the 
army.  A  change  of  circumstances  had  in 
this  instance  rendered  that  force  useless, 
which  a  few  months  before  had  been  indis- 
pensable. By  repealing  the  internal  taxes 
the  expence  of  collection  was  dispensed  with. 
This  measure  did  not  expedite  the  discharge 
of  the  debt  or  replenish  the  treasury  ;  for 
while  it  saved  the  expence  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  it  prevented  the  receipt  of 
ten  times  ihat'sum.  I  cherish  the  hope  that 
neither  the  public  fate  nor  public  safety  may 
require  a  resort  to  direct  for  internal  taxes, 
or  CO  loans.  But  however  sincere  the  pre- 
sent administration  may  be  to  avoid  these 
measures,  yet  it  certainly  is  not  correct  to 
claim  as  a  merit  due  to  them,  that  ihey  have 
replenished  our  treasury,  and  reduced  the 
debt,  **  lu'ithout"  these  aids;  because  the 
documents  from  the  Treasury  department 
shew,  that  they  have  received  from  the  di- 
rect tax  and  internal  taxes,  the  large  sum  ot 
two  millions  seven  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  arrears  of  taxes  yet  un- 
paid, are  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  at  upwards  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars,  which  will  also  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  present  administration.  It  appears  then, 
that  the  present  administration  have  the 
benefit  of  near  four  millions  of  dollars  froai 
♦he  direct  tax  and  internal  taxes. 


The  present  administration  have  done 
much.  With  the  happy  fortune  of  receiv- 
ing the  government  and  every  branch  of  its 
revenue,  **  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  ex- 
periment;" unembarrassed  by  foreign  dis- 
sentions  :  relieved  from  the  necessity  of 
great  expenditures  on  national  objects  which 
their  predecessors  had  completely  or  greatly- 
advanced.  With  an  increasing  population, 
commerce  and  wealth  ;  and  a  revenue  yield- 
ing them  in  two  years  the  immense  sum  of 
thirty-one  millions  of  dollars ;  much  was  to 
be  expected.  Let  any  candid  and  intelli- 
gent American  review  these  things;  he  will 
see  with  pleasure  and  with  pride  the  pros- 
perous situation  of  our  country  ;  but  he  must 
admit  that  we  do  not  owe  it  to  the  **  plan* 
sanctioned"  or  false  •'  objects  of  expence 
avoided"  by  the  present  administration.  The 
planter  who  succeeds  to  the  possession  of  a 
farm  already  well  improved  and  planted, 
should  be  content  with  reaping  the  profits  of 
the  industry  and  skill  of  his  predecessor, 
without  detracting  from  his  merits.  He  de- 
rives no  merit  from  the  boasts — I  have  ga- 
thered an  harvest  which  1  might  have  de- 
stroyed. 

The  President  recommended  to  Congress,, 
to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  erecting 
at  this  city  a  dry  dock,  in  which,  by  em- 
ploying water  drawn  from  a  source  above 
the  level  of  the  tides,  as  practised  in  lock- 
navigation,  the  ships  of  our  navy  might  be 
plated  "  on  a  dry  and  sheltered  bed,"  in 
which  situation  the  progress  of  decay  would 
be  arrested.  Tiic  estimate  of  this  work 
submitted  to  the  President  was  four  hundred 
and  t'.vi.nry  thousand  dollars.  No  subjett 
can  more  justly  merit  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  than  the  preservation  of  our  navy  i 
the  solicitude  of  the  President  on  this  occa-- 
tion  is  honourable  to  him;  but  unfortunately 
the  project,  by  every  light  afforded  by  phi- 
losophy or  experience,  was  judged  not  to  be 
adapted  to  its  object,  and  would  Ix;  less  con- 
ducive to  the  preservation  tium  to  the  .de- 
struction of  the  navy.  After  son"ve  discus- 
sion it  was  agreed,  without  a  dissf-nting 
voice,  to  permit  the  subject  to  rest  without 
a  decision. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  proposi- 
tion was  made  for  repealing  the  several  acts- 
of  Congress, by  which  foreign  shifts  arriving 
in  our  ports  are  liable  to  higher  tonnage 
duty  than  our  own,  and  goods  imported  in, 
I  hem  subjected  to  an  additional  duty  of  -iSJy 
per  cent.;  the  repeal  to  take  effect  whcn..>- 
ever  it  should  be  ascertaif.cd  tiiat  any  foreign 
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nation  had  adopted  the  same  policy  towards 
us,  by  a  repeal  of  their  discriminating  and 
countervailing  duties.  The  question  was 
not  decided  at  that  session.  It  is  understood 
that  our  minister  at  London  was  instructed 
to  prop*-)se  this  subject  to  the  British  go. 
vernment,  and  that  in  consequence  of  this 
communication, the  British  Parliament  passed 
an  act,  authorizing  their  King  to  abolish 
their  discriminating  and  countervailing  du- 
ties,  upon  the  event  of  the  United  States 
concurring  in  the  measure.  At  the  opening 
of  this  session  of  Congress,  the  President 
says,  he  *'  communicates  with  satisfaction" 
the  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  sub- 
mits to  Congress  the  propriety  of  meeting 
them,  in  the  abolition  of  these  duties.  The 
committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  to 
whom  this  subject  was  referred,  made  a  de- 
tailed report,  which  concludes  by  recom- 
mending a  resolution  for  repealing  the  acts 
imposing  discriminating  duties.  While  this 
resolution  lay  on  the  table,  the  chambers  of 
commerce  of  Philadelphia  and  New- York, 
and  some  other  cities,  and  the  mechanics  of 
New. York,  petitioned  against  the  measure. 
They  state  in  substance,  that  experience 
under  these  acts  had  proved  their  benignant 
effects  :  that  our  shipping  had  increased  to 
an  amount  sufficient  for  carrying  all  our  pro- 
ductions intended  for  exportation  and  the 
importation  of  such  articles  as  are  necessary 
for  our  home  consumption.  That  by  a  re- 
peal  of  these  duties  the  ships  of  Great  Britain 
would  be  permitted  to  bring  us  the  products 
and  manufactures  of  all  countries,  while  by 
the  operation  of  their  navigation  act,  we 
should  be  restricted  in  our  trade  to  that  na- 
tion to  the  carriage  of  goods  the  growth 
or  production  of  our  own  country  only  ;  that 
the  vessels  of  all  nations  would  be  allowed 
equal  privileges  with  American  built  ships, 
without  any  equivalent  on  their  ptrr ;  That 
the  European  nations  not  only  build  and 
equip  their  ships  much  cheaper,  but  also 
navigate  them  at  much  less  expence  than  we 
can,  which  advantages  in  their  favour  must 
prevent  our  competirion  with  them  in  navi- 
gation, and  leave  American  vessels  idly  to 
rot  in  our  docks.  They  all  conclude  with 
expressing  a  confidence  that  repealing  our 
discriminating  duties  would  discourage  ship, 
building,  deprive  us  of  the  profits  at  present 
derived  from  the  employment  of  American 
vessels,  and  make  us  dependent  on  foreign 
nations  for  the  exports  of  the  products  of 
©ur  soil  i  that  it  must  be  prejudicial  to  va- 


rious important  interests  in  the  community, 
detrimental  to  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
and,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  extremely 
impolitic.  The  subject  was  postponed  from 
day  to  day,  and  at  length  the  friends  of  the 
project  consented  to  let  it  pass  undecided  this 
session.  Whether  this  abandonment  pro- 
ceeds from  a  hope  that  delay  may  enable  the 
friends  of  the  measure  to  repel  the  objections- 
urged  so  strongly,  and  from  sources  so 
respectable,  or  is  the  result  of  a  conviction 
of  the  inexpediency  of  the  measure  in  the. 
minds  of  those  who  first  cherished  it,  I  can- 
not decide. 

Our  atfairs  with  Tripoli  remain  as  they 
were  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  neither  restrained  by  a  regard  to  jus- 
tice, nor  intimidated  by  the  apprehension  of 
our  force,  those  pirates  continue  to  cruise 
against  our  ships  engaged  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean trade.  The  public  armed  ships  sta- 
tioned there  have  proved  sufficient  to  watch 
them  so  closely,  that  one  merchant  ship  only 
has  fallen  into  their  hands,  and  this  might 
have  been  re- taken,  but  for  the  danger  of 
our  large  ships  venturing  near  the  shore  to 
infercept  the  prize  conduced  by  their  small 
gallies.  To  render  the  protection  to  this 
trade  more  efFettual,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, without  a  dissenting  voice,  pass- 
ed a  bill,  appropriating  g6,000  dollars  for 
the  building  or  purchasing  four  small  vessels 
to  carry  sixteen  guns  each,  which,  in  con- 
jundion  with  our  force  already  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, will,  it  is  not  doubted,  pre- 
vent the.sc  pirates  from  venturing  into  the 
sea.  This  bill  was  returned  from  the  se- 
nate, with  an  amendment,  appropriating 
.500,000  dollars  for  the  building  fifteen  gun- 
boats. When  this  an:iendmcnc  was  under 
consideration  in  the  house,  information  was 
asked  for  what  purpose  these  gun-boats  were 
intended  ?  It  was  suggested  that  they  were 
not  necessary  for  the  Mediterranean  service, 
and  not  calculated  to  supply  the  place  with 
revenue  cutters.  In  reply,  it  was  intimated 
they  were  to  be  employed,  it  necessary,  on 
the  Mississippi  :  upon  this  information  the 
amendment  v,-as  agreed  to.  Thus  we  see 
the  gentleman,  who  in  January  manifested 
the  amiable  disposition  of  relying  on  decla- 
rations of  "  sensibility,"  and  the  magna- 
nimity of  an  aggressing  neighbour  for  re- 
dress of  injuries  done  us,  who  at  that  time 
refused  peremptorily  even  to  consider  whe- 
ther  preparations  for  defence,  if  necessary, 
should  not  be  adopted,  seem  now,  so  far  as 
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We  can  ji'clg6  from  tliis  incisure,  to  inclined' 
to  the  opinion,  that  aSis  may  be  efficacious 
where  words  Vvill  fail  :  and  that  waiting 
with  perfcdi  confiJencc  for  negociaiion  to 
*'  vindicate  our  iniuries,"  iniy  be  beautiful 
in  theory  but  dangerous  inpr.dice. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  Presi- 
acnt  communicated  the  articles  of  ;igrecmcnt 
and  cession  entered  into  between  the  com- 
tnissioncrs  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  commissioners  on 
the  parr  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  virtue 
of  an  aft  passed  May  1800---for  the  am.i. 
cable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of 
Georgia.  By  these  articles,  Georgia  cedes 
to  the  United  States  all  her  right  to  the  ju. 
risdiflion  and  soil  of  the  territory  lying  on 
the  Mississippi,  south  of  the  State  of  'Yen. 
nrssee,  north  of  the  Spanish  provinces  of 
Florida,  and  west  of  a  line  beginning  on 
the  river  Chatahouchie,  where  the  Spanish 
boundary  crosses  the  same,  and  runs  up  that 
river  to  the  great  bend  thereof,  next  above 
the  creek  called  "Uchee,"  tlien  a  straight 
line  to  Nickajack  on  Tennessee  river,  and 
with  that  river  to  the  Tennessee  line. ---On 
the  part  of  the  United  States  it  was  stipu- 
lated that  there  should  be  paid  to  Georgia 
from  the  first  sales  of  the  lands  thus  ceded, 
1, 25  0,000  dollars,  and  that  a  land  oflice  for 
the  disposition  of  the  vacant  land  thus  ce- 
ded, should  be  opened  within  one  year  after 
the  assent  of  Georgia  to  the  agreement. 

That  actual  settlers,  under  titles  from  the 
British  government  of  West  Florida,  or  the 
Spanish  government,  or  an  aft  of  Georgia, 
called  the  Bourbon-aft,  should  be  confirmed 
in  their  titlcs-.-that  the  lands  ceded  should 
be  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  reservation  of  five 
millions  of  acres,  which  the  United  States 
might  apply  to  the  satisfaftion  of  claims 
other  than  those  before  recognized. 

That  the  United  States  should  extinguish 
the  Indian  title  to  the  county  of  Tallissee, 
in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

That  the  territory  thus  ceded  shall  form 
a  State  when  it  shall  contain  CO, 000  free 
inhabitants. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  by  an  aft  passed 
June  1802,  have  ratified  the  agreement  of 
the  commissioners,  which  has  become  obli- 
gatory also  on  the  United  States.  In  this 
session  an  aft  has  passed  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  is  now  before  the  Senate, 
for  opening  a  land-oflice  in  this  territory. 
,This  bill  prescribes,  that  a  surveyor  be  ap. 
pointed  by  the  President,  who  bhjil]  survey 
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all  the  h'ndi  in  the  territory  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  into  town- 
ships of  six  miles  square  each,  v.  hich  shall 
be  subdivided  into  sections  of  CiO  acres, 
and  half  sections  of  32  0  acres  each  ;  plats  of 
which  surveys  shall  be  filed  with  the  regis- 
ters in  the  territory,  and  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  That  the  President  b)- 
proclamation  shjll  appoint  a  day  on  wliich 
all  the  said  land  shall  be  oflered  for  sale  to 
the  highest  bidders,  in  lots  of  sections  and 
half-seftions  ;  but  no  sale  shall  be  made  at 
less  than  two  dollars  p-er  acre.  The  lands 
unsold  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks  shall 
be  disposed  of  by  the  registers  of  the  land- 
ofiice,  at  the  same  price  (two  dollars  per 
acre)  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  United 
States  lands  north  west  of  the  Ohio  are  dis- 
posed of.  The  terms  of  sale  in  both  cases 
are  : 

That  the  purchaser  shall  pay  at  the  rate  of 
six  dollars  for  every  seftion  he  may  pur- 
chase, for  surveying  expenses---h.;  shall  de- 
posit one-twentieth  part  of  the  purchase 
money,  to  be  forfeited,  if  within  forty  days 
he  fail  to  pay  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole 
purchase  money.  One  fourth  part  of  the 
purchase  money  shall  be  paid  within  forty- 
days — one  fourth  within  two  years— -one 
fourth  within  three  years-— and  one  fourth 
ivithin  four  years  after  the  day  of  sale,  with 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  from  the  day  of  sale, 
on  the  three  last  payments.  A  discount  of 
eight  per  cent,  a  year  shall  be  allowed  on 
any  of  the  three  last  payments,  if  antici- 
pated. 

By  this  bill,  the  titles  of  persons  aftually 
settled  within  the  territory,  under  Spanish 
and  British  grants,  and  under  the  Georgia 
Bourbon  aft,  are  conlirmed.  A  right  of 
pre-emption  is  also  given  to  persons,  who» 
at  the  time  of  passing  the  aft,  shall  be  ac- 
tually settled  on  lands  of  the  United  States 
without  title. 

The  claims  other  than  those  expressly  pro- 
vided for  in  the  articles  of  agreement,  and 
for  the  satisfaftian  of  which  the  right  to 
dispose  of  5,000,000  acres  of  land  were  re- 
served, being  very  considerable  in  theic 
amount,  and  extraordinary  in  their  nature, 
a  brief  account  of  them  may  not  be  unac- 
ccptalile. 

[Mr.  S.  liere  adverts  to  the  claim  of  the 
Setilb  CaraiiKa  fazoo  Company,  under  au 
aft  of  the  State  of  Georgia  of  Dec.  178^» 
This  claim,  it  will  be  recollefted,  was  at-^ 
tempted  to  be  supported  before  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  Jfrte?,  in  a  suit  against 
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the  State  of  Georgia,  hut  whieh  was  ter- 
minated by  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion, relative  to  the  sutability  of  States. 
The  controversy  w;;s  afterwards  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Attorney  General,  as  Commis- 
sioners on  Georgia  claims,  w'-j  reported 
that  "  there  was  no  equitable  claim  either 
for  the  land,  or  compensation  troin  the 
United  States."  The  other  chiss  of  claim- 
ants consists  of  those  companies  whieh  eii- 
caiicd  in  the  celebrated Georiria  siieculaiion 
under  the  act  of  the  legislature  ot  that  stale, 
of  1705  ;  but  whose  brigh.t  prospers  were 
cut  oft' by  "  the  rescinding  art"'  ot  the  le- 
gislature in  the  subsequent  year,  and  who 
received  back  the  purchase  money.  These 
companies  now  iipplv  to  Congress  tor 
^5,5uO,UOO  dollars,  for  which  the}'  propose 
to  relinquish  a/I  their  cL.uh. 

Upon  these  claims  tiie  Comn-.issioncrs  re- 
port, "  that  they  feel  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring that  the  title  of  these  claimants  can- 
not be  supported."  But  they  add,  "that 
the  interest  ot  the  United  Staies---the  tran- 
quility of  future  settlers,  and  various  equi- 
table considerations,  render  it  expedient  to 
enter  into  a  compromise  on  reasonable  terms. 
They  therefore  submit  a  plan  of  indemnity 
to  the  claimants,  viz. 

That  the  residue  of  the  ,Tj()tM),000  acres 
reserved  for  this  purpose,  arter  satisfying  the 
claimiS  of  settlers  and  others  as  recognized 
by  the  articles  of  agreement  with  Georgia, 
shall  be  granted  the  claimants  under  the  act 
of  Georgia  of  17\.)5,  to  be  located  on  lands 
to  which  the  Indian  title  is  not  yet  extin- 
guithcd--.or  that  the  said  claimants  shall 
receive  certificates,  bearing  interest  after 
the  1st  of  January  1804,  for  l?,.i()U,0<)0 
dollars,  or  at  their  option,  certificates  for 
fi,Ot)0, 000  without  interest,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  sales  of  the  land,  after  the  payment 
stipulated  to  be  m.ade  to  Georgia. 

i-Uthough  it  cannot  be  ascertained  that  the 
purchasers  from  the  original  companies  had 
notice  of  the  fraud  in  which  the  transaction 
was  founded,  yet  there  is  strong  reason  to 
presume  they  were  apprised  that  the  title 
was  questionable ;  because  in  the  conveyance 
to  them  a  special  warrantee  only  is  toiuid 
against  the  acts  of  the  granters,  and  a  special 
covenant  *'  that  the  granters  shall  not  be 
liable  to  refund  any  money  in  consequence  oi 
any  deled  of  title  from  the  state  oi  Geor- 
gia." _ 

A  bill  is  before  the  House  of  Reprcsenta- 
ti\cs,  predicated  on  this  prujed  of  the  com- 


missioners.  Its  fite  f  i^'.insidrr  doubtful — 
my  own  in'pres>>ions  are,  that  the  claimants 
under  the  act  nf  :  7jj.i  have  no  equitable 
claim  on  the  United  States.  This  being 
also  the  opinion  ct  the  commissioners,  I  con- 
ceive it  improper  ior  the  United  States  to 
sanftion  a  fraud  ^o  vile,  '1  he  claim  under 
the  act  ot  17S1)  has  much  equit\-,  because  by 
the  same  kind  or  testimony  which  proves  the 
traud  in  the  act  oi"  1  'j\]ii,  there  is  strong  rea- 
sosis  to  believe  the  intention  of  the  a<tt  of 
I7'^<)  was  to  recei\'e  the  evidences  of  llie 
debt  of  the  state  in  (layment  of  the  purchase 
money  :  Nor  can  I  believe  that  "  the  in- 
terest of  th'-  Ih'.ited  States,  the  tranquility 
of  the  future  inhabitant',  or  equitable  con- 
sideration'-," should  induce  a  distinrtion  \n 
favour  ot  the  claimants  under  the  fraudulent 
act  ot  17<)'i»  ill  preference  to  the  honest  but 
perhaps  mistaken  purcbasers  of  1  7«!/.  I  am 
the  more  satisfied  in  the  .decision  to  vote 
against  tiiis  grant,  because  it  is  questionable 
whether  Georgia  ever  had  a  right  to  grant 
this  land  ;  and  if  the  claimants  have  a  good 
title,  they  can  support  it  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Early  in  the  present  session,  a  resolution 
was  submitted  to  abolish  the  mint  :  this  has 
not  been  afted  upon  ;  but  the  disposition  of 
the  House  I  judge  to  be  in  favour  of  pre- 
serving the  establishment,  an  appropriation 
having  been  made  in  the  general  appropria. 
tion  bill  as  passed  by  the  house,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  mint,  in  the  year  1  803,  and  a  bill 
being  before  the  house  for  continuing  the 
establishment  at  Philadelphia,  two  years 
longer. 

From  the  report  of  the  director  of  the 
mint  it  ;.ppears  that  there  was  coined  at  the 
mint  in  the  year   1802, 

doll 


In  Gold  coins, 
Silver, 
Copper, 


42.1,350 
J«.343 
34,422  83 


Total  an-iount  of  coins  issued  in 

180?,  doll'.    516,115  8j 


That  on  the  toinage  of  the  above  quan- 
tify of  copper,  a  profit  has  arisen  of  dollars 
5,G4  4  ;;2  ;  the  expenditures  of  the  year  was, 
dollars  17,462  (J.i,  deducing  from  which 
the  gain  on  copper,  the  expence  is  reduced 
to  dollars  11,8  18. 33.  When  this  sum  is^ 
contrasted  with  the  advantages  of  adding 
"100,000  dollars  to  the  circulating  cash  of 
the  country,  coined  principally  from  bullion, 
which  would  otherwise  be  exported  ;  when 
it  appears  that  the  result  of  the  institution 
is  a  national  profit,  the  saving  of  the  reduced 
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sum  of  expenditure  cannot  render  necessar;- 
the  destrmlition  of  this  institution. 

I  have  thelionour  to  be,  Sec.  ic. 

JOHN  STANLEY. 

Was  III  NO  TON,  March  ioo?. 


LIST  OF  ACrS  p.uu'd  Juriu^r  the  ,ecoml  session  rf 
the  Sc'venih  Comriess  of  the  UiiiteJ  St.ites  uf  Ain,-ru,i^ 
held  at  ih:  ,eiiy  of  PV,isbi„ato,i,  from  Decanher  6, 
iSo2,/o  March  4,  1803. 

1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Hyde. 

2.  An  net  authorising  t!ie  sale  of  a  piece  of  liincl, 
parcel  of  the  navy  yard  helonging-  to  tlie  United 
States,  in  Charlestown,  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  the  proprietors  of  the  Salem  turnpike  road 
.and  Chelsea  hridgj  cor()oration. 

■},.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  ATessonnier. 

4.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  sufierers  hy  fire,  in 
the  town  of  Portsmouth. 

5.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  jjjrantinjr  of  clear- 
ances to  ships  or  vessels  owned  hy  citizens  of  the 
t'nited  States,  lyiiio^  in  tlie  river  Mississippi,  south 
of  rhe  southern  houn<lary  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
therein  to  amend  an  art,  intituled  "  an  act  to  i-ei;u- 
hite  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage ;"   and  for  other  purposes. 

(!).  An  acl  in  addition  to  an  act,  intituled  "  an  act 
fixing-  the  military  peace  cstahlishment  uf  the  United 
fjtates." 

7.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  "  act  concerning 
(Consuls  and  vice-consuls,"  and  for  the  further  pro- 
tection of  American  seamen. 

8.  An  act  to  pro->?ide  an  additional  armament  for 
the  protection  of  "the  seamen  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States. 

y.  i\\\  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  certain 
persons  into  certain  states,  where,  by  tiie  laws  there- 
of, their  admission  is  prohibited. 

10.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entituled  "  an 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, hy  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout 
the  United  States." 

1 1.  An  act  for  coniinuing  in  force  a  law,  intituled 
"  an  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the 
Indian  tribes." 

12.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses  White. 

13.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  intituled  "  an  act 
concerning  the  registering  and  recording  of  ships 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  and  to  the  aifl 
entituled  "  an  aift  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnag( ." 

14.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  ad,,  intituled 
*=  an  ait  providing  passports  for  ships  anci  vessels  of 
the  United  States." 

15.  An  ad;  making  an  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  htuidred  and  three. 

16.  An  ad;  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 


port of  government  for  the  yrar  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  ..nd  three. 

17.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  ad,  intituled  "  an 
act  regul.iling  the  grants  i)f  land  api>roprIated  for 
the  rtfugces  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nov.i  Scotia." 

18.  An  act  concerning  the  salt  sj)rings  on  the 
Vvaters  of  the  Wabash  nver. 

19.  \n  act  concerning  the  insurance  of  buildings, 
goods  and  furniture,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  territory  of  Columbia. 

20.  An  act  in  addition  to  and  in  modification  of 
the  propositions  contained  in  the  act,  intituled  "  an 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of 
the  territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  form 
a  constitution  and  state  goveinment,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  state  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

21.  An  act  to  make  Beaufort  and  Passani,;qu"dy 
ports  of  entry  and  delivery  ;  to  maice  Easton  and 
'J'ivcrton  ports  of  delivery  ;  and  t:'  authorise  the 
establishment  of  a  nev/  coliection  district  on  l,,iike 
Ontario. 

22.  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
organiz;ition  of  the  militia  ot  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia. 

23.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors 
within  the  district  of  Columbia. 

24.  An  act  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the 
mint  at  Philadelphia. 

25.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  intituled  "  an 
act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States." 

26.  ."^nact  making  appropriations  for  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

27.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act 
in  addition  to  an  act.  Intituled  "  an  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropriated 
for  military  services,  and  for  the  society  of  the 
United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  gospel  among 
the  heathen  ;"  and  for  other  purposes. 

28.  An  act  authorising  the  transfer  of  the  duties 
of  supervisor  to  any  other  office. 

29.  An  act  concerning  the  city  of  Washington. 

30.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Havey,  and 
others. 

31.  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  proi- 
viding  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  south  of  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

■  32.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  state  of  Ohio. 

yi.  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  court 
of  the  United  States  in  Kentucky  district. 

34.  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress. 

3^.  An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the  .mi- 
litia  of  the  United  States,  and  for  erecting  certain 
arsenals. 


Oli'ichil  Documoifs,  prt'sinttfl,  at  various  times,  to  the  Congress  oftht 
States,  coiiccrt/ifig  the  Revenues,    lirprtir/iture,  Public  Debt,  Trade, 


'tnierican  Of 
iiiited  Si        _ 
Tuiuuige,  Seamen,  and  Fisheries,  of  those  Slaie'i. 

\ct  to  establish  the  Treasury  Departmenr,'* 


Report  laid  bcfon  the  House  of  Representati-oes,  on 
the  idih  of  December  l8o2,  hy  the  Secretary  of  the 
'treasury,  concerning  the  Re'uenue  and  Expenditure 
(J  the  United  States. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act 


the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury   respccttull^ 
submits  the  tbilovving  Report. 

The  permanent  revenues  of  the  United 


supplementary  to  the  act,  entituled,  "    An  ^  States,  exclusively  of  fees,  fines,  and  penil« 
' '  *  T  f  t  ::  tin 
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fies,  which,  in  a  general  view  of  the  subject, 
may  be  omitted,  consist  of  duties  on  mer- 
chandize and  tonnage,  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  and  duties  on  postage. 

The  duties  on  postage,  which  were,  in  the 
annual  report  of  last  year,  estimated  at 
50,000  dollars,  have,  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  day  of  September  last, 
yielded  50,500  dollars.  The  decrease  of 
ship  letters,  the  extension  of  the  establish- 
ment through  unproductive  roads,  and  the 
acceleration  of  the  progress  of  the  mail, 
may,  however,  cause  some  defalcation  in 
the  receipts  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand 
and  filty-two  dollars  and  eight  cents  have 
been  received  during  the  same  ye;ir,  on  ac- 
count of  public  lands,  of  which  sum,  17,  l62 
dollars  and  60  cents  were  paid  in  the  Trea. 
sury,  iii  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  and 
17[),373  dollars  and  5  2  cents  specie;  the 
local  situation  of  the  land  offices  not  having 
yet  rendered  it  practicable  to  draw  the 
balance  from  the  receivers  of  public  monies. 

Three  hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres 
of  land  have  been  sold  for  six  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3  1  st  day  of  October  last  ;  of 
which  quantity  near  ninety. seven  thousand 
acres  were  sold  on  account  of  pre-emptions 
claimed  by  purchasers  under  Jo/^'j  Cleve 
Symmas,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
thousand  acres  are  the  result  of  Current 
Sales,  The  annexed  statement  (A)  de. 
signates  the  quantities  respectively  sold  in 
the  several  districts,  and  the  annual  pay- 
ments receivable  on  account  of  the  balance 
of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars  due  on  these  and  on  the  preceding 
sales. 

From  those  several  results  it  appears  pro- 
bable that  the  annual  receipts  under  this 
head  will  not,  on  an  average,  fall  short  of 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
r/hich  they  have  been  estimated. 

Althougli  it  had  been  anticipated  that  the 
receipts  in  the  treasury,  on  account  of  du- 
ties  on  merchandize  and  tonnage,  could  not, 
for  the  present  year,  be  affected  by  the  re- 
storation of  peace  in  Europe,  yet  the  sum 
actually  paid  has  exceeded  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  ;  twelve  millions  two 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  have 
been  received  during  the  course  of  the  vpar 
ending  on  the  80th  day  of  September  h,ri; 
a  sum  larger,  hv  two  millions  of  doliuis, 
than  the -iMjount  received  for  the  same  du. 
tres  during  the  preceding'  or  any  ofher  j-car, 


and  which  exceeds,  by  twelve  hundred  thou- 
Innd  dollars,  the  aggregate  heretofore  coU 
leded,  in  any  one  year,  on  account  of  both 
the  impost  and  the  internal  duties,  repealed 
by  an  ad  of  last  session. 

This  excess,  which  had  not  been  calcu- 
lated upon,  is  considered  alone  as  amply 
sufficient  to  cover  any  possible  defalcation 
which  might,  during  the  next  and  ensuing 
year,  reduce  that  branch  of  the  revenue 
below  last  year's  estimate,  of  )2iJte  vuU-.oni 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Such  defal- 
cation is  not,  however,  apprehendi.d  ;  for 
although  there  are  not  yet  sufficient  data  pre- 
cisely to  ascertain  the  effecl  of  peace  on  the 
amount  of  duties,  those  which  are  in  the 
possession  of  this  department  tend  to  cor- 
roborate the  presumption,  that  that  sum  at 
least  (nine  millions  and  a  half,]  wiil  hereafter 
be  annually  received.  The  statement  (B.) 
which  exhibits  a  comparative  view  of  that 
revenue  for  each  quarter  during  the  two  last 
years,  shews  that  the  amount  of  duties  ac- 
crued, during  the  nine  first  months  of  the 
present  year,  exceeds  eleven  mi'lions  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  after  deduct- 
ing three  millions  tive  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, amount  of  debentures  issued  during 
the  same  period,  on  account  of  the  re-ex- 
portations of  foreign  goods,  leaves  for  thoie 
three  quarterj  a  balance  of  rr.orc  than  se^'en 
mdlioiis  eight  h:nidred  thioutaTid dollars,  sub- 
jcft  to  no  other  deduftion  than  the  expences 
of  coll^'i'tion  ;  and  from  the  knowledge  al. 
ready  obtained  of  the  cornportations  during 
the  present  quarter,  as  well  as  from  the  gra- 
dual diminution  of  re-exportations,  no  doubt 
remains  that  the  net  revenue,  accruing  dur- 
ing the  whole  year,  will  exceed  the  estimate. 

From  present  appearances,  the  whole  of 
the  permanent  revenues  of  the  United 
States  may  therefore  be  reasonably  com- 
puted at  ten  millions  of  dollars. ..oi  which 
sum,  seven  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  are  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  t\\^  public  debi^ 
and  two  millions  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars  are  applicable  to  the  current  expences 
of  {jo^'frnment. 

According  to  the  estimates  for  the  year 
1803,  those  expences  will,  exclusively  of  a 
sum  of  180,000  dollars,  wanted  to  cover 
the  navy  deficiencies  of  the  years  1801  and 
iSOl",  but  including  sundry  permanent  ap- 
propriations, which  make  no  part  of  the  an- 
nual estimates,  aniQunt  to  C,odO,000  dol- 
lars, to  wit  ,• 
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For  tlie  Civil  Department,  and  ill  Do- 
mestic Expeiicf-s  of  u  civil  nature, 

For  cxpences  attending  the  intercourse 
with  i'^oreiifn  Nations,  including  prize 
causes,   and  Barbary  po'iVirs, 

For  the  AJillt.iry  and  TnJ!\t/t  dep:\rt:nents, 

For  the  NuiJiil  establishment,  calculated 
on  u  supposition  that  six  frigates  shall 
be  kept  in  constant  employment. 


VolU. 
62o,ocQ 


250,000 
8_jo,ooo 


900,000 


Dollars  2,660,000 
Neither  the  payments  due  on  account  of 
the  convention  with  Great  Britain,  and 
which  will,  tor  three  years,  amount  annu. 
;illy  to  eight  liundrcd  and  eighty-eight  thou- 
sand dollars,  nor  the  installments  and  inte- 
rests due  on  account  of  the  1'{)(),'.U)0  dollirs 
losn  obtained  from  the  state  of  Maryland, 
for  the  city  of  lVn$h\ngioUy  are  included 
in  that  calculation,  as  they  rnay  be  defrayed 
otit  of  the  following  resources,  which  make 
no  part  of  the  permanent  revenues,   viz. 

ist,  The  surplus  of  specie  in  the  treasury, 
which,  as  the  whole  amount  there  will  not 
nt  the  close  of  the  present  year,  fall  much 
short  of  five  millious  of  dollars,  far  exceed 
the  5um  which  it  is  prudent  to  keep. 

'jdly,  The  uncollected  arrears  of  the  di- 
Xit^X  tax,  estimated  at  four  hundred  thou- 
iand  dollars  ; 

And  3dly.  The  outstanding  uncollected 
internal  duties,  amounting  to  near  if-veii 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  only  embarrassment  experienced  dur- 
ing the  coiuse  of  last  year,  arose  from  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  remittances  necessary 
to  meet  the  large  installments  of  the  dcbi 
due  in  Holland.  The  impossibility  of  ob- 
taining bills  on  that  country,  to  the  amount 
wanted  by  government,  and  the  loss  which, 
on  account  of  the  rate  of  exchange,  must 
be  incurred,  by  remitting  circuitotisly 
through  England,  induced  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  recommend,  in  a  report  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund 
(marked  C.)  a  recourse  to  bank  stock  as  the 
most  favorable  mode  of  remitting. 

Of  the  five  thousand  shares  in  the  stock 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  Sta'^es,  originally 
subscribed  by  the  United  States,  2,780 
shares  had  been  sold  in  the  year  \1{)(}  by 
virtue  of  the  atfl,  intituled  "  An  ad  mak- 
ing provision  Jor  the  payfnent  of  certaai 
debts  of  the  United  States;"  and  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  a  part  of  the  debt 
due  to  thi.bank.  The  remaining  I'/Jl'O 
shares  were  now,  under  the  same  autliority, 
sold  at  4.5  per  cent,  advance;  the  1,287,^)00 
dollars  which  they  produced  were,   in  con- 


formity to  the  provisions  of  the  said  aft, 
applied  towards  dischaiging  an  equal  amount 
of  that  part  of  the  debt  wh^ch  had  become 
due  to  the  bank  before  ur  during  the  year 
l7t.)0'  ;  and  the  purchaser  of  the  stock  sold, 
at  the  same  time,  to  the  treasury,  an  equal 
sum  in  bills  on  Holland  at  41  cents  per 
guilder;  the  securing  of  which  large  amount 
at  that  rate  was  the  inducement  on  the  part 
of  government  to  dispose  of  the  bank  stock 
on  those  terms.  As  the  dividend  usually 
received  on  the  bank  stock  sold,  and  the  an, 
nual  interest  payable  on  the  debt  due  to  the 
bank,  thus  extinguished,  were  nearly  equal, 
the  July  half  yearly  dividend  on  the  stock 
was  in  faft  the  premium  paid  for  the  purpose 
ofeffe»3ing  the  remittance;  and  government 
has  hereby  been  enabled  to  obtain,  without 
raising  the  price  of  exchange,  the  .whole 
amount  wanted  to  meet  the  payments  due  in 
Holland  till  the  month  of  September  180.S. 
Exclusively  of,  uid  in  addition  to,  the 
debt  of  1,287,000  dollars  thus  paid  ro  the 
bank  out  of  the  pro.^edsof  the  sales  of  bank 
shares,  a  sum  of  eight  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  thousand,  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  dollars,  and  eighty. nine 
cents,  has  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  on  the  oOth  day  ot  Sep- 
tember last,  on  account  of  the  principal  and 
interest  oixht  public  debt,  and  the  payments 
in  part  of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  m.ide 
during  the  S4me  period,  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 


1st.  The  paytnents  on  .iccount  of  the  principil 
and  interest  of  the  tlomcstic  debt,  h.ive 
been  UolU.  4,618,105  J9 

From  wlilch  deducting  one  year's  interest  on 
the  bdmc  3,470,159  7S 

Leaves  a  sum  applied  to  the  disburtiement  of 
the  princip.^1  of  the  six  per  cent,  and  defer- 
red stocks,  of  1,157,84564 

zd.  Paid  to  foreign  officers,  and  for  the  regis- 
tered dci)t,  9,603  18 

3d.  Piincip.".!  of  domestic  loans,  (exclusively 
of  the  1,187,600  dollars  p.iid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  bank,  sh.ires)  lO',  ,^09    a 

4th.  Evidences  of  public  dclit  raid  for  lands  l/i'Oi  jo' 

5th.  The  payments  on  accoun':  of  the  princi- 
pal aud  interest  of  the  fi)rcit;ii  ilebt  have 
been  3,310,874  31 

From  which  sum  deducting  one 
year's  interest  and  charj^'s, 
equal  to  461,731  ^ 

And  on  account  of  the 
different  rates  at 
which  bil!>  have  been 
purchased,  and  of 
!.undr>'  bills  rcuirned 
for  non  p.iyuient,  .t 
now  in  auil,  a  farther 
sum  of  81,2s  t  94 

— -   54r.0IJ  n 

Leaves  .ipplicable  to  pajnient  of 
the  principal. 


Amounting  altnc;othcr  to  four  millions,  one 
hundred  and  hfty-two  thousand,  cif;ht  hun- 
dred and  sixt)  iiine  doMars,  4inl  sixty-aix 
ceuis. 


l,76ir,«58  34 
4.15ii!'69  00 


A»:<1 
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And  if  to  thit  mm  sli.Il  be  added  the  i,;«7,ooo  o 
dollars  paid  on  account  of  the  yrincipal  nf 
t!ie  debt  dui;  ta  the  bmk,  out  r,f  the  pro- 
ceeds of  tlie  pale  PI  tlie  bank  shares,  tl-.c  toul 
am.ninr  of  drhr  i  ;;lin;;u!,hca  .'.iiruii;  lliat 
year,  will  be  found  to  txcec-d  five  iniilions 
four  luiiidred  and  forly  tliouband  dollars  s, 440,469  66 


The  b.-ilance  of  .specie  in  the  treasury, 
which  on  the  1st  day  of  Otlobcr  ISOI, 
amounted  to  2,o,-\s,~  \  8  dollars  and  jn  cents, 
had  encreascd  on  the  1st  Oclober  1802  to 
the  sum  of  4,.i3i),675  dollars  and  .5  7  cents, 
making  a  dilFercnce  in  favor  of  the  treasury 
of  l,.')()(),f)3(J  dollars  and  H4  cents,  which 
last  sum,  added  to  the  abovc-n:entioned  pay- 
ment of  4,l,T2,8(Jg  dollars  and  66  cents, 
made  out  or  the  treasury  on  account  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt,  makes  an  ac- 
tual difference  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
of  rnqre  than  five  millions  .<;even  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  dollars,  during  that  year. 
The  ]\iynicnrs  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt,  from  tiie  !st  day  of 
April  1  SO'J  to  the  ;JO(h  thiy  of  September 
IHOC,  cxciusiicly  of,  and  in  adcHtl:)n  to, 
the  bank  debt,  discharged  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  bank  shares,  amounts  to  :>,o3[),SsG 
dollar^  44  centn,  viz. 

Dolls. 
():i  account  of  tlie  Domestic  Dtbt,     1,334,942  :  81 
().i  account  ni  iiie  i"orcii;n  Debt,        3,302,543  :  63 
And    ill    re-r^\nii.iit    of     ttjnporary 

Loans,         -         .         -         .  702,400 :    c 


A-'A  if  to  t'nat  sum  sliall  he  acided 
tlie"  encrease  of  specie  in  the  Trea- 
fury  during  the  same  peTiod,  which 
(as  the  amount  on  the  1st  of  Arril 
1801,  did  not  exceed  1,794,0^4  aol- 
lars  and  85  cents)  amounts  to  2,745.630  :  72 


1  hcuincivnceinfavourof  t}ie  Unit- |)    00  ^ 

ed  .States,  -  -  ^      >     j».t    / 

for  thoFc  eig-hteen  month';,  will  be  found  equal  to 
eij^ht  niill!o::s  ci^^}ity-flve  thousand  five   hundred 

.  and  SLVfn'_;:cn  duilaiE  iind  sixteen  cint5. 

Of  the  arjnual  appropriation  of  7,;iC0,Q00 
d'lllars  for  the  principal  and  iiiterest  of  the 
p/iij/ic  dtli,  about  three  millions  ni:ic  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  will  be  wanted  to  pay 
.the  interest  which  falh  due  in  the  year  I  ho:\, 
and  the  residue  amounting  to  iliree  millions 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  tlie  sum  applicable,  during  that 
year,  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  principal 
of  the  public  dtlit. 

From  all  which  it  results,  that  so  long  as 
the  United  States  shall  not  be  afHicted  by 
any  unforeseen  calamity,  and  whilst  the /.vi5. 
Lc  <;\}ei:dv.uycs  shall    be  kept   within   their 


present   limits,    there   does   not    appear  any 

necessity  for  encreasing  the /;/Z'/.'c-  rc^uevues. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted 

By   At.BliRT    GAt,L.\TIN, 

^.■.:,,t.ir^  nf  ths  TrcJiury. 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  16,'  1802. 
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(C  )    STATlCNfKNT   <Jf/ji>l2;  (Hi  acfiiilflt  of 

tilt  proL(tj!/;gs  of  tlu'  Luj/if!iisiiiontni 
of  It'ic  ^Sinking  i'uitd, 

At  a  mccring  of  tlic  coinniissioiier^of  the 
sinking  fund,  on  the  Ttli  of  June  J8()v, 
present,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
ot  the  Treasury, 'the  Attorney  General  of 
thie  United  States  ; 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rcporfesl 
to  the  hoard,  that  provision  has  already 
been  made  to  meet  nearly  a!l  the  demands 
whieh  wi-l!  become  due  in  Holland,  durin?- 
the  coiir,e  of  the  present  year,  but,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  make  immediate  j^rovision 
tor  the  payments  on  account  of  principal  and 
interest  whieh  fall  due  there,  during  the 
first  five  months  of  the  year  1803,  and 
amounting  to  four  millions,  four  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  guilders,  and  payable  at  the  following 
periods,  viz. — 1st  January,  87i',700  guild- 
ers; 1st  February,  ()8(i,y50  ditto;  1st 
March,  Coi, 000  ditto  ;  1st  June,  1,()7(),780 
ditto. 

That  from  the  great  diminution  of  trade 
between  this  country  and  Holland,  he  has 
ascertained  during  his  late  excursio»i  to  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia,  that  it  is  imprac 
ticable  to  obtain  bills  on  Holland  to  that 
amount  :  That  the  rate  of  exchange  is  al- 
ready forty-one  cents  per  guilder  ;  and  that 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  procure  the  large  amount  now  wanted, 
would  indubitably  raise  considerably  the 
rate  of  exchange  ;  That  if  it  shall  be  at- 
tempted to  remit  by  the  way  of  England, 
the  loss  will  be  also  considerable,  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  exchange  with  that  country 
being  now  above  par,  and  rising,  and  would 
iiidubitably  be  enhanced,  should  Govern, 
ment  come  into  the  marker  for  large  pur- 
chases;  and  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
England  and  Holland,  being  by  the  last 
advices  ten  guildejrs  eight  stivers  per  pound 
sterling,  nor  likely  to  become  more  favour- 
abrc,  which  supposing  the  whole  amount  in 
bills  on  Faigland  to  be  procurable  (which  is 
not  believed  to  be  the  fact)  at  ]{)3,  would, 
including  the  commission  of  one  per  cent, 
in  England,  amount  to  forty. th.ree  and  a 
half  cents  per  guilder  :  That  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  having  been  applied  to, 
has  refused  to  undertake  to  contract  for 
making  the  necessary  remittance  :  and  that 
the  two  only  considerable  ofR-rs  made  to 
the  Secretary  are  nu'v    vjb.TiitteJ    to    the 

i^oard. 
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Board,  viz.  Tic  Manhattan  Company  offer 
to  remit  the  whole,  at  the  rate  ot  forty- 
three  cents,  per  guilder.  Alexander  Bar- 
ing offers  to  remit  guilders  8,140,48B 
1()  1-2  payable  in  Amsterdam,  at  the  fol- 
lowing dates,  viz. — 1st  January  1S03, 
(J05,000  guilders. — 1st  February,  C«o,()00 
ditto. —  1st  March,  425,000  ditto. —  Ist 
June,  1,425,487  lO  1-2  ditto —  And  at 
a  rate  of  forty. one  cents  per  guilder,  pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  United  Stales  trhnll 
sell  to  him  the  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty  shares  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  owned  by  the  United  States,  at 
forty. five  per  cent,  advance,  or  at  the  rate 
of  five  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  per  share  ; 
which  last  proposition  is  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  most 
eligible  ;  as  exclusively  of  the  advantage- 
ous rate  of  exchange,  thereby  secured,  the 
transaction  will  not  have  any  unfavourable 
effect  on  the  rate  of  exchange  generally,  and 
hy  so  considerably  diminishing  the  demand, 
will  enable  the  United  States  to  obtain  what 
is  still  wanted  at  a  reasonable  rate  :  and  be- 
cause in  his  opinion,  the  price  obtained  for 
the  Bank  shares  is  more  than  could  be  ob- 
tained, were  they  thrown  in  the  market  for 
sale,  and  more  than  their  intrinsic  value. 

Whereupon  it  was  resolved,  by  the  board, 
"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
authorised  to  sell  the  shares  of  the  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  belonging 
to  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  pi-oceeds 
thereof  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
capital  or  principal  of  any  part  of  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,  which  had  become  due 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  State?,  before  or 
during  the  course  of  tlic  year  l7'jG>  and  which 
remains  still  unpaid,  in  conformity  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entituled  "  An  act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain debts  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on 
the  31bt  day  of  May  179*^-" 

(Signed) 
•  V   James  M  ADDISON,  Si  crctary  of  State. 

Alb.  Gallatin,  Sec,  of  the  Treaiurj. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General, 
Attest,  Edward   Jones,  Secritory  to    the 
Board  of  Commisstoners  of  the  Sinking. 
Fund. 


Septrt  laid  before  the  house  of  RE- 
preskntatives,  bv  the  commissioners 
of   the   sinking    fund,  on  the   7th 

FEBRUARY      1«().'3. 

The    commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund 
rvsp'cthilly  report  to  Congress  as  follows  : 


The  measures  which  llave  been  authorised 
by  the  Board  subsequent  to  their  report  of 
the  l.grh  of  December  1801,  as  far  as  the 
same  have  been  completed,  are  fully  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreasBry  to  this  board,  dated  the  .'Jd  day  of 
the  present  niontli,  and  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  ofBccrs  of  the  Treasury  therein  referred 
to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  and 
prayed  to  be  received  as  p^rt  of  this  report. 

All  w^hich  is  r -spedtfuily  submitted  by 
A.  Burr,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  President  of  the  Senate — James 
Maddison,  Secretary  of  State — Albert 
Gam. ATiN,  Secretar}'  of  the  Treasury — • 
Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States. 

Washingion,  Feb.  5,  iSoj. 

Report  of  the  Secretary   of  the   Treasury  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking    Fund, 
for  1801  and  1SU2. 
The   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respect- 
fully  reports   to    the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund, 

That  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  to 
Congress  of  the  1 6th  Dec.  1801,  and  to 
the  1st  Jan.  1802,  the  following  parts  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  have  been 
discharged  : 

I.  In  the  payment  of  instalments  of  six  per  cent, 
stock,  viz. 

Seventh  instalment  of  the  6  per 
cent  stock,  which,  pursuant  to  the 
"  Act  making  further  provision  for 
the  support  of  piiljiic  credit,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt," 
passed  t!ic  jd  March  1795,  and  the 
act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  the 
28th  Aprii  I  796,  became  payable  for 
the  year  1801,     -         -         -         -         805,84630 

Firit  instalment  of  the  deferred 
6  per  cent,  stock,  which,  piirsuant  to 
tlie  acts  4bove  recited,  aLo  became 
payable  in  ihe  year  1801,      -         -         172,416  24 


1,078,26a  54 
2.  In  payment  of  the  tenth  and  last 
instalment   of  the  subscription    loan 
for  bank  stock  due  on  the  last  day  of 
December  i2oi,  -         .         -         200,000     o 

Am6unting  to  dollars,  1,278,262  54 

Which  payments   were   made  out  of  the 
following  funds : 

1.  The  interest  fund  on  sums  which 
accrued  on  the  stock  purchased,  and 
transferred  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinkings  Fund,  in   trust   for   ths 

United  States,      -         -         -         -         3ia,28a  6S 

2.  The  fund  arising  from  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  whicli  originated  prior 

to  the  present  constitution,     -         -  420     O 
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3.  The  fund  arising  from  dividends 
en  the  capital  stock  which  belonged 
to  the  United  States  in  :hc  bank  of 
said  States,  from  1st  J:\nuary  1800,  to 
.;oth  June  1 2ci,  after  deduct iTifj  the 
interest  0:1  the  subscription  loan,  for 

t'tiii  same  period^     -         -         -         .         94,320     o 

4.  The  fund  arising  from  the  sale 

ef   public    lands,  b'jing  the    amount  1 

drawn  by  the  agent  to  the  commis- 
sioners, pursuant  to  the  act  of  3d 
March,  179,';,       -         -         -         -  162,021   29 

5.  The  proceeds  of  the  dvitics  on 
goods,  wares  and  nitrcliandize  im- 
ported ;  on  the  tonnage  c.f  ships  or 
vessels,  and  on  stills  and  spirits,  dis- 
tilled in  the  United  States,  jippropri- 
*ted  by  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of 
3d  March,  1795,  intituled  "  an  act 
niaking  further  provision  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  credit,  and  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,"         -  709,21857 

Making  in  the  whole  the  amount 
ef  the  reimbursements  of  6  per  cent, 
ttock,  and  the  loth  and  last  instal- 
ment of  the  subscription  loan  for  bank 
stock  as  above  stated,  dolls.  1,178,262  54 

That  besides  the  abo\'e-mentioned  rcim- 
bursemenis,  there  remained  at  the  close  of 
the  year  I80I,  an  unapplied  balance  of 
guilders  2, S  14,840  Qst.  applicable  to  the 
payment  ot  the  principal  and  interest  of  die 
Dutch  debt  for  the  year  I8O2,  and  consist- 
ing of  remittances  purchased  and  paid  for 
before  the  lit  day  of  January,  1 8U2,  beyond 
the  sums  wanted  to  meet  the  demands  in 
Holland  during  the  year  1  80  1 , 

That  during  the  year  1802,  the  follow- 
ing disbursements  were  made  out  of  the 
Treasury,  on  account  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt : 

1.  There  was  paid  on  account  of 
the  reimbursement  and  interest  of  the 

domestic  debt,  the  sum  of  stiv,  4,654,699  61 

2.  On  account  of  principal  of  mo- 
nies  borrowed  of  the  bunk  of  the 

United  States,  ...         1,290,000     o 

3.  On  account  of  interest  on  do- 
mestic loans,         -         ,.         •         -         162,205     O 

4.  On  account  of  reimbursement 
of  capital  and  interest  of  Dutch  debt, 
exclusive  of  repayments  into  the  Trea- 
sury,       ....        -         3,243>o65  91 

5.  On  account  of  debts  due  to  fo- 
reign officers,  .         ,        -  7)994  9* 

6.  On  account  of  certain  parts  of 

the  domestic  debt,     -        -        -  14,966  84 


dolls.  9,372.752  28 
Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of 
the  following  funds : 

1.  From  the  funds  appropriated 
by  the  ist  section  of  the  "  act  for  the 
redemption  of  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,"  via. 

From  the  fund  arising  from  the  in- 
terest on  the  domestic  debt,  tranif«r- 

VoL.  IIL 


red  to  the  commiisioncrs  of  tlie  siiik- 

ing  fund,  -         .         -         .  326^9  9» 

From  the  fund  ariiing  from  pay- 
ments into  the  Treasury,  of  debts 
vhich  originated  under  the  late  go- 
vernment, ...         -  88J  ja. 

From  the  fund  arlsinjj  from  divi- 
dends on  the  capital  stock,  whicli  be- 
longed to  the  Uniteil  States,  in  the 
bank  of  said  states,  from  1st  Ji.dy, 
i8or,  to  31st  December  fcllowiifg,  33.960    O 

From  the  fund  arising  froiw  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands.,  being  the 
amount  of  monies  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, in  the  year  1 5502,         -         -  I79ii75     5% 

From  the  proceeds  of  duties  en 
goods,  wares  and  merchandi:;:e,  im- 
ported, and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,  .         .         -         -         6,759,115  77 


Making  in  the  whole  the  annual 
appropriation  by  law  for  the  year 
1 1^02,  under  the  act  aforementioned,     7,JOO,0O0    9 

1.  From  the  proceeds  of  good^, 
wares,  and  merchandize  imported, 
and  on  tonnage  advariccd  by  the 
Treasury,  in  order  to  enable  the  com- 
missiouers  in  Holland  to  make  the 
payments  ip  time,  conformahiy  to  the 
5th  sectioji  of  the  "  act  making  ])ro- 
vision  for  the  whole  of  the  public 
debt,"  and  being  in  part,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  annual  appropriation  of 
7,300,000  dollars  for  the  year  i8qj,        7^5,152  5% 

3.  From  the  proceeds  of  2220 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  baiik 
of  the  United  States,  which  have 
been  sold  in  pursuance  of  the  "  act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
certain  debts  of  the  United  States,'* 
the  proceeds  of  which  have  been 
placed  in  the  Treasury,      -        -         1,287,600    o 

Dollars,  9,373,753  a8 


That  the  above-mentioned  disbursements 
made  during  the  year  1 802,  and  .imounting 
to  dollars  9,3 7  2, 7 r>  2,  28,  together  with 
the  above-mentioned  balance  of  guilders 
2, 'H 4,846  yst.  which  remained  unexpended 
on  the  1st  January,  1802,  have  been  ap. 
plied  as  follows  ;  that  is  to  say, 

1.  To  the  payment  of  the  interest  which,  dnring 
the  year  1802,  accrued  on  the  whole  of  the  pnUic 
debt,  including  domestic  loans,  dolls.  4,065,738  47 

2.  To  the  reimbursement  of  the  following  parts 
of  the  debt  of  the  United  States  which  have  been 
discharged  during  the  year  1802,  viz. 

Temporary  loans  obtained  of  the  hank  of  the 
United  States : 

From  the  proceeds  of  2220  shares 
of  bank  stock,  -         -         dolls,  1,187,600    O 

From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on 
merchandize  and  tonnage,  -  ^A<^    • 

Instalments  of  the  Dntch  debt, 
which  became  due  by  contract  m 
1802,  viz. 

Second  Inst-ilment  of 
a,ooo,O00  loan  of  4th  Mar. 
1784,  -         guilders      150,000 
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5th  and  last  ditto  of 
j,ooo,coo — of  1st  cf  June  J 
1787  -  -  •  2C0,C0O 

4th  do.  of  i,coo..ooo — 
cf  13th  March,  178S,  2CO,cco 

3d  do.  of  3,000,000 — of 
1st  Feb.  1790,       -         -         6co,ooo 

1st  do.  of  2,500,000 — of 
ad  March,  1 791,  -         500,000 

1st  do.  cf  2,050,00c — of 
30th  N©v.  1 791,  -         410,000 

1st  do.  of  6,000,000 — of 
34th  Dec.  1791,         -  i,2co,ooo 

3,360,000    o 

at  40  cents  in  stiv.  1,344,000     o 

^Taking  together  the  sum  of  stiv.  2,634,000    o 


3.  To  the  provision  necessary  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  8th  instahiient  of  the  6  per  cent,  stock, 
and  the  2d  instahnent  (if  the  deferred  6  per  cent, 
stock,  becoming  payable  the  1st  January,  1803, 
CEtimated  at  the  sum  of  dolls.  1,117,869  37 

And  that  besides  the  above-mentioned  re- 
imbursements and  payments,  there  remained 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1802,  exclusively  of 
the  amount  of  sundry  protested  bills  still 
outstanding,  and  of  unexpended  balances  in 
the  hands  of  agents,  an  unapplied  balance, 
estimated  at  guilders  5,c)!4,0'o6  10  st.  ap- 
plicable to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  Dutch  debt  for  the  year  1  80,'i, 
and  consisting  of  remittances  purchased  and 
paid  for  before  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1S0.3,  beyond  the  su.ms  wanted  to  meet  ih- 
demands  in  Holland  during  the  year  1802. 
No  purchases  cf  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  have  been  made  since  the  date  of  the 
last  report  to  Congress,  and  the  accompany- 
ing statements  exhibit  for  the  years  isui 
and  1802  respectively,  the  operations  at  the 
Trc3sury,  in  the  transfer  of  stock  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  trust 
lor  the  United  States  upon  the  reimbursement 
cf  the  foreign  debt  in  the  years  1800  and 


I.SOI,  and  include  also  the' sums  iu  the  se- 
veral species  of  stock  transferred  in  each  of 
those  years  in  payment  for  lands  sold  be- 
longing to  the  United  S'ates,  that  is  to  sav. 
In  iSoi, Dollars,  23,816  58 
i'^02,  15=518  49- 

All  whicli  is  respectluliy  submitted, 

Albert  Gallatin,  Sec, 

Treasury  Dcpai-'mcni,  Fel.  3,/,  1 803. 

REPORT  laid  Irfbre  llie  Hovse  of  Represen- 
fdtivcs,  ly  the  Sccrrlary  of  tlir  Treasnri/, 
respecting  the  Fishn-iei:  f  the  United  States, 
on  the2Qth  of  Jan.  ISC'i. 

Treasury  T!q>c.rtmeni,  iC)ih  Jan.  1803. 

Sir, --I  have  the  Iionour  to  enclose  a 
statement  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  24th  inst. 

The  duties  paid  on  the  importarion  of 
foreign  fish  being  Ldd  on  the  value,  and  not 
on  the  quantities,  there  are  no  documents  in 
this  department  by  which  those  quantities 
can  be  ascertained. 

As  the  number  of  seamen  employed  in  the 
cod  fislicry  could  not  be  ascertained,  for 
each  of  the  ten  years  embraced  in  the  state- 
ment, without  delaying  for  a  considerable 
time  the  report,  it  wa;  thought  best  to 
iransmitat  pxesent  only  ihc  number  employ- 
ed for  the  year  J  800  ;  which,  by  a  compa- 
rison or  the  tonnage  for  tliat  year,  with  that 
{■■^r  each  of  the  preceding  years,  will  she'v, 
without  any  material  error,  the  number  of 
seamen  employed  dur!i".g  each  }'ear.  The 
general  result  gi\'es  an  aniiual  average  of 
about  3.y,000  tons,  and  5,000  seamen,  em- 
ployed in  the  cod-fishery. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be,  &cc,  &c. 

Albert  Gallatin, 
The  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Alsivnct  of  the  quanfity  rf  Fish  exported  from  the  United  States  ;  the  amount  oflomities  and 
alloicunces paid;  n!so  the  tonnage  of  vessels  e^nployed  in  the  Cod  anJ,  IFhale  Fisheries,  and 
'duties  accruing  thereon,  for  the  years  I79I  to  ISOO  iirclmive. 


VEARS, 

FISH 

.'.XFORTED. 

*  Kounties  on 
iish    and  pro- 
visions ex- 
ported. 

A!!o\vance    to 
vessels  em- 
ployed in  tlie 
hslieries. 

Tonnnge  en- 
ployed  in  tlie 
cod  iiahery. 

Tonnage  cm- 
ployed  in  the 
whale  fishery. 

Duties  on 
Tonnage. 

^thitjts. 

Barrels. 

Xcgs. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Dollars. 

I79I 

383^^37 

57,424 

^1,1^7 



32,542 

t   

651 

364,898 

48,277 

44,772 

32,062 

641 

3 

372,825 

45,440 

16,731 

72,965 

38,177 



764 

4 

436,907 

36,929 

■ 

13,768 

93.769 

23,121 

4,139 

711 

5 

400,818 

55,999 

14,855 

66,280 

30,939 

3,163 

809 

6 

377,713 

84,55  s 

5,256 

16,999 

76,890 

■^^,55(> 

2,364 

873 

7 

406,016 

69,782 

7,351 

12,399 

80,476 

40,423 

1,104 

875 

8 

411,175 

66,827 

6,220 

19,220 

94,684 

40,964 

763 

865 

9 

421,495 

63,542 

15,993 

20,769 

128,606 

31,003 

56a 

656 

1 800 

392,726 

50,388 

12,403 

18,327 

87,853 

25,787 

652 

J55 

*  Tin.-:  cclumil  incliKles  the  p.iymcnts  ir.r.de  for  !;ountIes  on  the  exportation  of  hoth  i\A\  and  salted  provisions  ;  and  from 
the  inform. ility  with  which  several  of  the  collectors  returns  are  made  out,  the  payments  in  many  instances  being  blended 
toKCtlier,  it  is'lmpo.ssible  to  make  a  correct  discrimination. 

t  The  docnments  in  the  Treasury  do  not  distinguish  the  tonnage  employed  in  th?  whale  fishery  prior  to  tlic  year  i7S'4» 
and.  thoie  only  enrolled  vessels. 
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The  number  of  men  employed  in  the  cod 
fishery  for  the  year  1 SOO,  w;is  y ,  1 4  I ,  which 
would  give,  on  the  average  of  10  years,  be- 
tween 4  and  5,0t>0  men  per  ann. 

None  of  the  returns  shew  the  number  of 
men  employed  in  the  whale  fishery. 

Treasury  Department.^— Register  s  OJ^uc^ 

>«.a8,i8o3. 

Joseph  Nourse,  Register. 


REPORT  LAID  BEFORE  THE  HOUSE  OF  RE- 
PRESENTATIVES, BY  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  THE  TREASURY,  RESPECTING  THE 
TONNAGE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  ON 
THE    8th  OF  FEBRUARY,    180.'!, 

Treasury  Departments — R.'^'ntr/s  Ojjliet, 
Feb.  l-]th,  1803. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the 
annunl  statement  of  the  district  tonnage  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  3 1st  December, 
1801  ;  formed  from  the  quarter  yearly  ab- 
strafts  rendered  by  the  several  coliedors  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  this  office, 
and  exhibiting, 

Tons.     ()Stl}s. 
The  registered  tonnage  at     -     -    -     63z,<;o7     8 
Enrolled  or  licensed -ditto,     -     -     -     278,271   31 
Fishing-  vessels,     ------       36,398     9 


The  enrolled  tonnage  at  the  amount 
on  which  duties  were  jjaid  for  the 
year  1801,  at     -----     -     i24,740 

And  the  fibhing  vessels,  ditto,    -     -       35)997 


Amounting  to  tons, 


947,576  48 


The  registered  tonnage,  according  to  the 
mode  prescribed  for  the  coUeftors,  and  as 
stated  in  your  communication  to  Congress 
of  the  27th  Feb.  1801,  has  been  correJed 
in  all  the  districts  except  eight  ports  ;  the 
names  and  estimated  existing  tonnage  where- 
of are,   viz. 

Estimated  existing  registered  tonnage  calculated  on 
a  reduction  of  other  ports. 

Tons.  ()St/js.      Tons.  ^^ths. 
Marblehead,     -     -     -     -     9,083  30  —  7, J 00 
Plymouth,   -----     5^405   15  —  4,600 
Perth  Amboy,        -     -     -        436  76  —      436  76 
Philadelphia,  -     -      109,036  40  — 70,000 

Vienna, 778  68  —      778  68 

York  Town,     -     -    -     -     1,073  4° 
•  Wilmington,  N.  C.      -     -     3,637  30  —  2,600 
Waldoborough,      -    -    -     3,805  13  —  3,000 

133,256  27  —88,915  45 
Difference  to  be  deducted 
from  the  registered  tonnage,      -    -    -    44,340  73 

133^256  27 

Deducing, therefore,  44,340  73-y5ths  from 
632,907  8-y5ths,  the  registered  tonnage, 
on  the  3lst  Dec.  1801,  maybe  stated  at 
688, 5C6  30-95ths. 

Tons.    ^^ths. 
The  registered  tonnage  being  calcu- 
lated as        .-..---    588^566    30 


Exhibits  the  actual  tonnage  of  the 

United   States  on   the  318!  DeC, 

1801,  to  be 849,303     :>,0 

With  respeft  to  the  licensed  and  enrolled 
tonnage  and  fishing  vessels,  a  variation  of 
about  50,000  tons  more  is  stated  from  the 
abstracts  as  rendered  by  the  collcdors  than 
upon  the  amount  upon  which  duties  were 
collefted.  But  as  .every  enrolled  vessel  by 
law  renews  her  license  every  year,  the  du- 
tied,  licensed,  and  enrolled  tonnage,  exhibits, 
from  a  recent  examination,  more  corredfly, 
the  aggregate  tonnage  in  the  coasting  trade 
in  each  year,  than  can  possibly  be  formed 
from  the  abstra«;:ts,  which  are  continually 
varying,  from  an  exchange  of  marine  papers 
at  the  custom-houses.  Any  further  correc- 
tion of  this  species  of  tonnage,  other  than 
arises  from  the  usual  examination  of  the 
marine  abstratfis,  may,  it  is  presumed,  be 
dispensed  with. 

The  total  amount  of  tonnage  on  v.hich 
duties  were  paid  in  the  year  I801,  was 

Tens.    95M'j-, 
Registered  tonnage,        -     -     -     -     799,304 

Coasting  ditto,      ------     224,740 

Fishing  vessels,     ------       3i>997 

1,060,041 
The  total  amount  of  actual  district 
tonnage,    as   above    estimated, 
31st  Dec.  1801,  was,  -  849,303     30 

Difference,  210,736  65 
Arising  from  vessels  employed  in  the  coastnig 
trade,  making  more  than  one  voyage  in  a  year,  the 
same  being  subiect  to  a  duty  upon  each  voyage- 
vessels  were  built  in  the  several  districts  in  the  year 
1801,  and  which  took  out  registers  for  the  foreign 
trade,  -         -         -    .    "         9^)890  4a 

And  which  took  out  licenses 
and  enrolments  for  the  coasting 
trade,  .        ,        -        .        32,864  8r 

In  all,  tons  1 24.755  28-95ths. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

Joseph  Nourse,  Register, 
Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  Memorial  on  the  qutbtion,  "  Whe- 
ther it  be  advantageous  for  France 
to  take  possession  of  Louisiana  r" — 
Pn'scnttd  to  the  French  Go-cerninent 
by  Mr.  Livingston^  tiii.  Ainericaii 
Minister  at  Fur  is. 
This  question  presents  itself  in  two  points 

of  view  :  First,  in  the  relation  of  commerce 
U  u  u  2  and 
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and  manufaflures :  Secondly,  in  those  of  the 
positive  or  relative  force  of  France. 

Colonies  do  not  excite  interest  for  their 
own  sake,  but  only  as  respeds  the  influence 
they  may  have  on  a  nation  ;  and  as  one 
man  alone  is  more  useful  by  remaining  at 
home,  than  two  by  removing  at  a  distance, 
a  wise  nation  does  not  seek  to  colonize, 
until  she  has  a  superabundance  of  popula- 
tion,  which  she  cannot  usefully  employ  in 
any  other  way. 

Though  very  considerable,  the  population 
of  France  is  very  far  from  having  reached 
the  term  which  renders  colonies  necessary  : 
her  soil,  climate,  and  local  situation  give 
her,  as  a  commercial,  and  especially  as  a 
manufacturing  nation,  great  advantages  over 
all  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  spirit  of 
invention,  the  taste  and  industry  of  its  in- 
habitants, place  her  in  the  first  rank.  Eur 
those  advantages  are  wonderfully  abridged 
by  the  want  of  capitals  suflicient  to  make 
use  of  them.  A  rival  nation,  greatly  in- 
ferior in  every  one  of  these  particulars,  has, 
by  the  effeft  alone  of  an  immense  capital, 
obtained  the  superiority,  not  only  in  com. 
mcrce,  but  also  in  manufaftures  ;  and  these 
advantages,  by  increasing  the  national  for- 
tune, furnish  it  with  the  means  of  maintain, 
ing  that  very  superiority. 

Capitals  increase  the  number  of  manufac- 
tures, by  the  introdudlion  of  machines,  by 
the  regular  payment  of  workmen,  by  the 
reduction  of  the  interest  of  money,  and 
especially  by  the  possession  of  new  markets. 

None  but  rich  individuals  can  undertake 
those  slow  and  expensive  speculations,  which 
otten  give  the  superiority  to  a  manufachire. 
A  poor  merchant  cannot  undertake  long 
voyages,  returns  from  which  are  slow  ;  they 
arc  reserved  for  the  wealthy,  who  can  give 
credits  long  enough  to  tempt  foreign  na- 
tions to  give  his  articles  the  preference  over 
those  of  other  nations,  which  expeft  a  quick 
return  for  theirs.  The  want  ofc  capitals  in 
France,  is  such,  that  no  manufacturer  has 
at  his  command  a  quantity  of  articles  suffi- 
cient to  answer  the  demands  ;  and  conse- 
quently no  foreigner  can  be  sure  to  obtain 
from  his  French  Correspondent  wherewith 
to  make  his  returns  without  retarding  his 
vessel  in  port,  or,  at  least,  without  being 
obliged  to  take  a  considerable  quantity  of 
articles  of  inferior  quality,  picked  up  in  a 
r>umber  of  different  manufaiflories ;  so  that 
if  hf  commits  any  fraud,  no  one  can  be 
chai;ged  >vith  it.    This  renders  the  charader 


of  a  manufacturer  of  very  little  importance 
in  the  eyes  of  a  French  workman. 

Hence  when  a  foreign  vessel,  especially  if 
owned  at  a  Jjreat  distance,  sells  her  cargo 
in  France,  he  is  ordered  to  take  nothing 
but  wines  or  brandies,  because  they  are  tl» 
only  articles  which  the  owner  is  sure  to 
procure  in  sufficient  quantities,  in  the  fixed 
time. 

In  England,  on  the  contrary,  he  xvill 
find  all  sorts  of  goods,  in  one  hour,  from 
one  manufidurer,  the  reputation  of  which 
would  suffer,  if  the  whole  supply  were  not 
of  the  same  quality  with  the  sample.  This 
consideration  will  ever  induce  a  foreigner  to 
apply  to  an  English,  in  preference  to  a 
French  merchant,  for  a  piurchase  of  goods  of 
the  same  kind.  Hence  cargoes  are  sold  in 
France,  and  the  proceeds  carried  to  Eng. 
land,  there  to  be  sold  for  articles  which 
France  might  supply,  if  her  manufafturers 
were  rich  enough  to  answer  every  demand, 
in  a  short  time,  without  compelling  the 
purchaser  to  have  recourse  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  manufactories. 

This  inconveniency  can  only  be  removed 
by  increasing  the  capitals  of  manufafturers. 
It  would  be  too  great  a  deviation  from  my 
sabjetl,  to  point  out  the  means  of  obtaining 
those  capitals  ;  but  it  is  evident,  that  they 
must  be  considerably  lessened  by  the  form- 
ing of  a  navy,  at  the  expence  of  manufac- 
tures, or  by  using  the  capitals  of  the  nation 
in  distant  countries.  It  is  beyond  doubt, 
that  capitals  open  new  channels ;  for  nothing 
is  more  natural  for  merchants  whose  capital 
is  small,  than  to  content  themselves  with 
atfllng  the  part  of  brokers  or  commission, 
merchants,  to  those  who  can  supply  them 
with  goods  on  credit ;  and  for  this  very 
reason,  England  lost  nothing  by  the  inde. 
pendence  of  America.  Her  Immense  capi- 
tals have  created  a  monled  dependence, 
which,  in  a  commercial  relation,  replaced 
the  supremacy  she  had  lost  in  the  govern- 
ment. The  increase  of  capital  in  America, 
frees  it  in  some  degree  from  that  depen. 
dcncy,  and  by  furnishing  her  with  the  means 
of  extending  her  commerce,  and  even  to 
offer  capitals  to  other  nations,  which  know 
how  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  markets 
which  she  offers  to  manufadures  and  to  the 
luxury  of  Europe. 

It  will  be  readily  granted,  that  colonies 

beyond  the  seas  add  nothing  to  the  force  of 

a  nation ;  these  are,  on  the  contrary,  weak 

pointSj  which  are  guarded  at  a  very  great 

=,  ■  '  ;;  expenc€> 
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expence,  both  in  men  and  money  ;  cK]it*- 
cially  if  they  be  in  hot  and  unhealthy 
climates. 

The  question,  therefore,  is  reduced  to 
th.h.~~Has  France  a  snperjimty  of  men  and 
money  great  enough  to  justify  the  settling  of 
«  new  colony  ? 

Those  which  France  already  possesses  in 
the  West- Indies  and  at  Cayenne,  are  more 
than  sufficient  for  lier  wants,  and  even  the 
wants  of  all  Eurojx;,  if  they  were  cultivated 
so  as  to  produce  all  they  arc  capable  of. 
But  how  are  they  to  be  cultivated  ?  Expe- 
perience  has  proved  that  the  inhabitants  of 
hot  climates  never  work  from  want ;  force 
alone  can  supply  the  tvro  great  spurs  to 
labour  in  northern  climates,  hunger  and 
cold,  which  nature  has  placed  in  those  se- 
vere climates.  Henc€  slavery  alone  can 
fertilize  those  colonies,  and  slaves  cannot 
be  procured  but  at  a  great  expence. 

The  Spanish  part  of  Hispaniola  was  al- 
most  uncultivated  for  want  of  slaves.  It  is 
now  possessed  by  France  ;  and,  to  render 
it  of  advantage,  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay 
out  immense  capitals  in  slaves,  in  buildings, 
and  in  improvements  of  uncultivated  lands. 
Others  will  be  necessary  to  make  up  for  the 
losses  of  the  French  part  of  that,  not  to 
mention  the  other  islands.  Where  are  those 
capitals  to  be  found?  Men  who  travel  into 
distant  and  unhealthy  climates  are  seldom 
wealthy.  Those  riches  must  therefore  be 
found  in  France,  or  in  some  country  that 
has  a  superfluity  of  capital.  If  they  are 
found  in  France,  it  can  only  be,  to  a  certain 
degree,  at  the  expence  of  internal  manufac- 
tures. It  may,  however,  appear  advanta- 
geous, in  a  national  point  of  view,  to  en- 
courage the  use  of  the  riches  of  France  for 
that  objedl  ;  considering  the  extreme  fer- 
tility of  the  French  West  Indies,  and  their 
present  situation  of  culture,  those  funds  will 
soon  yield  a  profit.  But  as  long  as  money 
will  command  so  high  an  interest  ;  so  long 
as  the  interior  of  the  republic  shall  offer 
monied  men  a  source  of  speculations,  and 
property  shall  lie  in  so  few  hands,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  induce  the  majority  of  them 
to  dispossess  themselves  of  this  capital  to 
setsd  it  at  a  distance,  and  run  the  risk  of 
the  integrity  of  their  agents,  and  all  those 
whom  recent  examples  have  taught  them 
to  dread. 

Foreign  coin  was  formerly  introduced 
into  France,  through  the  United  Provinces; 
but  the  present  state  of  the  Batavian  colo. 
aics,  and  the  losses  the/  have  sustained  by 


the  war,  leave  but  little  hope,  that  much  may 
be  used  in  the  restoring  ot  French  colonies. 

The  United  States  possess  considerable 
capitals  in  money,  and  productions  necessary 
to  the  restoration  of  the  islands.  No  great 
credit,  in  money,  will  probably  be  given  to 
the  planters  ;  but  with  suitable  encourage- 
ments, there  is  no  doubt  they  will  be  able 
to  obtain  those  produftions  which  must, 
were  it  not  for  that  circumstance,  be  paid 
for  in  cash  ;  and  the  commercial  specula- 
tions of  the  United  States  will  extend  ta 
the  French  islands,  when  the  public  aiwl 
private  credit  of  France  shall  have  been  re- 
stored ;  and  when  experience  shall  have 
convinced  the  people  how  unwise  it  is  to 
establish  a  revenue  upon  foreign  trade, 
while  it  is,  in  fad,  collerted  from  their  owxj 
citizens.  At  Hispaniola,  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent,  is  paid  upon  articles  introduced  by 
strangers.  This  duty  is  in  fad  paid  by 
strangers  ;  and  it  happens  that  fraud,  and  the 
bad  administration  of  the  custom-houses,  is, 
as  usual,  a  source  of  vexation  for  foreign 
merchants.  But  it  is  the  planter  who 
furnishes  the  money,  for  this  tax  is  always 
added  to  the  price,  and  even  an  interest  is 
advanced  upon  it  as  a  compensation  for  the 
vexations  which  the  captains  experience  in 
their  commerce.  What  then  is  the  elTccft 
of  that  operation,  if  not  to  take  from  the 
planter  ose-fourth  part  of  the  money  which 
he  had  so  much  difficulty  to  get  from 
France  ?  Or  otherv.isc  to  stop,  by  that 
means,  partly  the  re-establishment  of  the 
capitals  v/hich  alone  can  render  the  islands 
finally  produftive  ?  I  say  finally,  for  it  is 
folly  to  believe  that  they  would  yield  to 
France  a  compensation  for  her  adual  outsets, 
unless  if  be  after  a  great  many  years.  I 
will  even  say,  that  unless  the  ports  of  His- 
paniola are  open  to  every  vessel  loaded  with 
articles  of  necessity,  unless  the  inhabitants 
have  the  right  of  buying  cheap,  and  selling 
dear,  by  encouraging  the  rivalry  between, 
the  sellers  and  purchasers,  unless  every  sort  of 
vexation  is  removed,  and  strangers  receive 
every  possible  security  for  their  capitals  in  the 
islands,  ages  v/ill  pass  away  before  Hispa- 
niola will  cease  draining  France  of  its 
riches  and  strength,  without  offering  her 
any  equivalent  return. 

It  is,  therefore,  evident,  that  if  Franca 
had  no  other  possession  beyond  the  seas, 
except  her  islands,  it  might  easily  place  all 
the  capital  of  which  she  now  can,  and  pro- 
bably hereafter  will  be  able  to  dispose  in  a 
long  series  of  years, 
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But  if  to  all  this  vvc  add  the  immense 
possessions  in  Guyana,  her  productions,  and 
the  capitals  necessary  to  carry  the  wh.'le  of 
it  to  its  full  value  ;  if  we  add  the  settle- 
ments necessary  to  he  made  in  Irdia,  it  the 
design  be  to  bring  into  the  ports  of  France 
■that  variety  of  articles  which  invite  ex- 
changes, and  give  commerce  its  due  ntiu 
vity,  we  shall  find,  that  one  century  at 
least  will  pass  away  before  France  may 
want  possessions  of  that  kind. 

But  as  France  has,  like  other  countries, 
but  a  confined  capital,  the  only  question  i?, 
Kvhere  shall  thts  capital  be  placed?  Shal,  it 
be  here  ?  in  the  West  Indie;,  ?  at  Cayenne  ? 
in  India,  or  at  Lcuisiiina  ?  Forii:  is  obvious, 
that  what  will  be  placed  in  one  of  those 
settlements  will  be  at  the  expence  of  ano- 
ther ;  it  is  equally  so,  that  the  national  ex. 
pendirurcs  will  increase  with  her  colonics  ; 
and  that,  in  case  of  war,  the  points  of  at- 
tack and  defence  will  be  multiplied  in  the 
same  ratio. 

Able  statesmen  have  questioned,  whether 
colonies  were  useful  to  a  coun':ry  situated  like 
France  ;  but  my  design  is  not  to  examine 
this  theory.  France  has  colonies  ;  she  has  in- 
vited her  citizens  to  go  and  carry  their  riches 
to  them  ;  honor  requires  that  she  keep  and 
protedf  them  ;  but  she  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  create  new  ones  ;  to  multiply  points 
of  defence  ;  to  squander  away  tiie  capitals 
she  wants  at  home  and  abroad.  How  could 
the  possession  of  Louisiana  be  useful  to  her? 
In  the  first  place,  its  cultivation  is  to  be  car- 
ried on,  as  in  all  warm  countries,  by  slaves ; 
the  capitals  tpent  in  buying  them,  or  the 
slaves  themselves,  would  have  been  carried 
to  the  Islands,  if  this  new  channel  had  not 
opened.  This  rivalr}'  will  rise  the  price  of 
slaves  for  the  planters,  and  may  thus  much 
retard  the  settlement. 

On  their  arrival  at  Louisiana  the  slaves 
will  be  employed  in  the  barren  occupation 
of  felling  the  large  forests  with  which  this 
immense  country  is  covered,  a  labour  but 
little  suited  to  slaves,  for  it  requires  being 
long  accustomed  to  the  axe  ;  and  force  and 
aftivity  are  seldom  found  in  slaves.  They 
must  be  clothed,  fed,  and  maintained  during 
whole  years,  before  any  profit  can  be  de- 
lived  from  them.  What  I  am  about  to  re- 
late may  serve  to  determine  that  period.  In 
the  northern  and  middle  states  of  America 
the  usual  term  of  a  quit-rent  lease  in  the 
new  lands  is  ten  years  free  from  rent,  and 
after  this  the  lessee  pays  12  bushels  of  wheat 
for  every  I UO  acres,  for  ever,    li  is,  there- 


fore, obvious,  that  the  first  ten  years  are 
considered  as  a  time  of  expense,  during 
which  term  ihe  owner  requres  no  payment. 
But  in  the  Southern  States  new  lands  cannot 
even  be  given  out  on  those  terms,  because 
the  while  planter  sets  a  higher  value  on  his 
labour,  and  the  clearing  of  forests  requires 
too  great  outsets  for  any  one  but  the  owner 
of  the  land. 

Who  then  will  cultivate  Louisiana  with 
slaves  ?  Who  is  the  citizen  willing  to  be- 
stow large  capi'-als  upon  so  precarious  a  pro- 
perty, with  the  prospect  of  a  distant  return  ? 

It  may  be  asked,  why  does  it  not  happen 
in  the  Southern  States?  It  is  answered,  first, 
lx'ca;-.-.e  none  are  southerly  enough  to  be 
wholly  free  from  the  colds  of  winter,  which 
renders  savage  life  very  difficult  to  men 
born  m  hot  climates;  and  secondly,  because 
the  Southern  States  are  mostly  surrourded 
by  the  sea,  and  by  mountains,  the  whole 
population  of  which  is  white,  and  which 
cut  off  the  communication  between  the  slaves 
and  the  vast  forests  of  the  interior  parts. 

But  let  us  suppose  all  these  difficultie« 
overcome,  what  commercial  advantages  can 
France  derive  from  the  settlement  of  this 
colony  ?  The  productions  of  Louisiana  being 
the  same  with  those  of  the  West-Indies,  no 
advantage  is  to  be  reaped  ;  for  the  islands, 
being  well  cultivated,  will  suffice  for  the 
wants  of  France,  and  even  all  Europe.  The 
introduction  of  those  from  Louisiana  would 
only  lessen  the  price,  without  adding  any 
thing  to  the  value,  and  France  would  be 
obliged,  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  those  who 
had  employed  their  funds  in  the  colonies,  to 
imitate  the  Dutch,  who  destroy  their  spices 
and  teas,  when  the  quantity  of  these  com- 
modities in  Europe  is  large  enough  to  cause 
a  depreciation  of  their  value. 

The  produdions  of  Louisiana,  which  do 
not  grow  in  the  West  Indies,  are  only  lum- 
ber, and  perhaps  rice  ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
those  productions,  considering  the  difficulties 
of  procuring  them  in  a  hot  and  unsalubrious 
climate,  will  not  cover  the  outsets,  or  at 
least  will  not  yield  the  sameprofitsas  would 
be  procured  by  raising  them  in  the  islands, 
in  procuring  the  same  or  other  and  more  va- 
luable articles. 

The  proof  of  this  is  found  in  the  United 
States:-. -It  is  not  from  Georgia  nor  South 
Carolina  that  the  West-Indies  are  supplied 
with  lumber,  but  chiefly  from  the  Northern 
States,  where  forests  are  more  scarce  and 
more  valuable  than  in  the  South  :  the  cause 
of  this  is,  that  the  supplying  of  lumber, 
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the  mills  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  sale, 
all  these  rre  the  work  of  fice  hands,  which 
are  satisfied  with  ;^  moderate  price. 

I  shall  presume  fartlier  to  hiy  down,  how. 
ever  paradoxical  it  may  seem,  that  it  is  not 
advantageous  for  France  to  supply  herself 
with  lumber,  even  if  she  could  procure  it 
from  Louisiana. ---I  have  two  reasons  to  of- 
fer :  What, 'umber  the  Northern  States  sup. 
ply  her  colonies  with,  is  paid  for  in  molas- 
ses and  some  run;.  The  first  article  costs 
the  planter  nothing  ;  ior,  were  it  not  for 
that,  this  would  be  an  useless  production  of 
his  sugar,  and  the  second  is  but  a  very  mo- 
derate expense  for  distillation.  If  it  were 
not  consumed  in  America,  molasses  would 
be  thrown  away  as  useless,  and  this  was  the 
case  when  America  was  a  British  colony, 
because  French  commerce  does  not  offer  any 
other  market  for  that  commodity. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  said,  that  the  co- 
lonics have  from. the  United  States  hanbtrfor 
nothhig.  Should,  on  the  contrary,  a  set- 
tlement be  formed  in  Louisiana  for  the  sup- 
pi)  ing  of  that  article,  every  expense  and 
outset  of  this  establishment,  all  the  labour 
necessary  to  cut,  saw,  and  transport  it  to 
the  place  where  it  is  to  be  sold,  would  be  a 
real  loss  for  the  nation,  even  admitting  that 
the  cutters,  and  other  men  employed,  should 
take,  as  payment,  molasses  and  rum,  be- 
cause tlieir  labour  would  produce  nothing  to 
the  nation. 

But  it  is  certain  that  Louisiana  could  nn' 
furnish  a  market  for  molasses  or  rum  ;  it  is 
only  in  New-England,  (Northern  States,) 
that  those  articles  are  consumed.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  South  prefer  ardent  spirits, 
distilled -from  grain,  apples,  and  peaches,  to 
ihose  distilled  from  molasses. 

On  the  supposition,  therefore,  that  the 
planters  supply  themselves  with  lumber  in  a 
French  colony,  exclusively  at  Louisiana, 
they  would  be  forced  to  pay  for  it  in  money, 
or  objects  of  real  value.  If  the  right  of 
supply  is  not  exclusive,  it  is  null,  because 
the  labourer  of  a  southern  climate  cannot 
work  as  cheap  as  the  robust  son  of  the 
North. 

It  might  be  thought  that  molasses  would 
still  find  a  market  in  New-England,  though 
it  were  no  longer  the  price  of  lumber.  It 
would  be  an  error.  They  have  no  other 
reason  to  take  it,  than  its  being  offered  in 
exchange  for  an  article,  for  which  they  have 
few  other  markets.  Let  the  colonies  refuse 
lumber  from  the  North,  spirits  from  grain, 
apples,  &c.  will  immediately  be  substituted 


to  those  from  sugar,  becnti?e  the  price  of 
rum  would  immediately  be  higher.  Theu 
it  will  be  that  every  sort  of  commerce  be- 
tween them,  itnd  the  colonies  will  cease,  un- 
less it  be  for  provisions,  which  they  wiil 
R"cessarily  require  to  be  paid  for  in  money, 
or  what  will  pass  in  foreign  markets  for 
money. 

The  second  reason  why  France  ought  not 
to  get  her  lumber  from  Louisiana,  even 
though  she  might  do  it,  is,  that  in  case  of 
war,  supposing  Enghmd  should  preserve  her 
naval  superiority,  no  sure  calculations  could 
be  made  upon  receiving  provisions ;  and  they 
could  not  be  supplied  from  the  United  States, 
for  that  commerce,  having  been  abandoned  ■ 
since  the  peace,  those  whom  it  then  em- 
ployed have  sought  other  objefts  of  indus- 
try .;  and  saw-mills,  erefted  to  prepare  that 
lumber,  are  out  of  use,  and  will  not  easily 
be  set  up  again  at  the  renewal  of  hostilities ; 
so  that  the  misfortunes  which  are  the  conse- 
quence of  it  would  be  doubly  distressing  to 
the  colonies. 

It  is  therefore  very  evident,  the  coloniz- 
ing of  Louisiana  would,  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  be  very  injurious  to  France, 
because  it  would  employ  capitals,  which  ' 
would  be  more  usefully  employed  in  other 
colonies  ;  because  those  capitals  would  lite 
dormant  for  several  years,  and  because  ad- 
mitting they  should  become  produifHve  for 
individuals,  they  would  add  nothing  to  the 
national  mass,  and  would  have  no  other 
cffefi:  than  to  lower  the  price  of  colonial 
produce,  and  lessen  the  profits  of  their  la- 
bour. 

It  might  howiever  be  thought,  that  the 
possession  of  Louisiana  would  afford  one 
more  market  to  French  manufaftures,  and 
thus  compensate  the  expence  of  the  nation 
ror  its  settlement,  ""lliis  question  deserves 
a  particular  examination,  and  the  provision- 
ing or  the  consumption  of  French  manufac- 
tures may  relate  either  to  the  free  or  bond 
population. 

If  it  be  the  free  class  that  is  to  be  mus- 
tered  by  emigrants  from  France,  it  will  be 
composed  of  that  portion  of  the  people, 
which  not  only  could  support  themselves  in 
France,  but,  besides,  increase  the  national 
riches  by  their  industry.  For  France  is  not 
overburthened  by  her  population,  and  con- 
sequently every  emigration  wiil  form  a  va- 
cuum somewhere,  or  abandon  some  useful 
branch,  which  will  no  longer  be  carried  on. 
The  emigrant  carries  away  with  him  a  por- 
tion of  the  general  good,  in  the  mass  of  the 
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produtftivc  labour  of  the  mother  country  ; 
he  also  carries  away  with  him  a  portion  of 
ihe  capital,  for  he  never  goes  with  empty 
hands,  and  as  1  have  already  observed,  ten 
years  must  pass  away  before  his  settlement 
produces  bevond  his  first  necessaries.  He 
must,  at  the  same  time,  live  with  the 
striftest  economy,  for  having  nothing  to 
©ffer  in  exchange,  he  receives  scarcely  any 
thing  from  the  mother  country,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  southerly  climates  require  very 
few  of  the  articles  neccssarv  in  Europe.  It 
is  therefore  beyond  all  doubt,  that  as  to  the 
present  emigrant,  the  few  articles  furnished 
him  by  French  manufafturcs  will  nor  cover 
the  loss  which  the  nation  will  sustain  of  his 
own  laix)ur  ;  besides  he  will  consume  much 
less  in  America  than  he  would  in  France, 
and  bes.ides,  his  labour,  the  manufacturer, 
who  supplied  his  wants  in  both  countries, 
will  be  a  loser  by  his  emigration. 

Black  population  will  r.tiil  less  contribute 
to  the  support  of  French  manufactures,  be- 
cause  their  consumption  in  articles  of  dress 
is  very  small ;  and  even  in  South  Carolina 
it  does  not  amount  to  more  than  tcrty  livres 
»  year  for  each  negro.  At  Louisiana,  where 
the  winter  is  still  les^  severe,  it  will  be  re- 
duced in  proportion  ;  it  will  consist  in  cot- 
ton, pnnclpaily  worked  in  the  country,  and 
still  more  smuggled  from  the  United  States. 
But  if  the  whole  were  brought  from  France, 
after  deduiiHng  the  raw  materials,  which 
must  be  purcliasod,  the  whole  profit  of  the 
French  manuiadurer  will  not  amount  to 
mare  than  Su  livres  for  each  negro  every 
year.  Now,  as  each  slave  will  cost  the  na- 
tion 1000  livres,  and  as  this  capital  would 
have  produced  in  France  at  least  ten  per  cent. 
in  every  other  commerce  or  manufacture,  the 
difference  between  100  livres  French  pro- 
duce, and  3  0  livres  produce  of  the  Louisi- 
ana clothing,  gives  the  real  loss  to  be  sus- 
tained by  France  in  the  first  ten  years,  dur- 
ing which  they  can  only,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, supply  their  first  wants,  if  so  much  ; 
and  as  a  certain  number  must  die  by  the 
change  of  climate,  and  a  number  will  run 
away,  the  real  loss  of  France  on  every  slave 
imported  and  employed  in  Louisiana  must  be 
100  livres  every  year. 

But  if  we  add  to  this  the  profit  which 
this  very  slave  could  have  furnished,  if 
transported  to  the  islands,  (and  it  is  certain 
that  all  the  slaves  carried  to  Louisiana  are 
so  many  hands  taken  from  the  islands)  we 
shall  find  that  the  aftual  loss  of  the  nation, 
in  the  interruption  of  labour,  will  amount 


to  upwards  of  Coo  livres  pier  annum,  so  that 
the  first  loss  for  the  nation,  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  1000  slaves  to  Louisiana,  will  be 
600,000  livres.  It  is  true,  that  if  peace 
continues,  and  if,  in  opposition  to  exj^efta- 
tion,  the  colony  should  prosper^  the  rich 
planters  will  make  a  great  eousuinption  of 
French  goods,  but  that  of  the  slaves  will 
ever  be  very  small,  or  their  labour  without 
profit ,  because,  as  I  have  already  observed, 
being  cinploycd  to  cultivate  articles  which 
the  islands  can  more  easily  supply  for  every 
demand,  and  the  sale  of  which  is  confined, 
by  increasing  the  quantity,  they  will  only 
lessen  the  prices  of  those  commodities  which 
it  is  essential  for  France  to  keep  high,  be- 
cause she  possesses  the  most  fertile  islands. 
I  know  there  is  an  opinion  entertained  by 
many,  I'iz.  That  French  goods,  in  their 
way  to  the  Mississippi,  will  find  a  market 
in  the  western  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  most  complete  ignorance  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  river  could  alone  have  given 
rise  to  such  an  opinion,  which  is  likewise 
grounded  on  the  ignorance  of  the  wants  of 
the  inhabitants.  It  is  certaia  that  the  wines 
of  France  are  not  fit  t'or  climates  as  hot  as 
those  they  must  cross  before  they  arrive  in 
the  Western  States  ;  that  they  are  still  less 
suited  to  the  means  and  taste  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  are  more  accustonficd  to  their 
own  liquors,  such  as  cider,  beer,  whiskey, 
and  peach-brandy  ;  the  latter,  with  time, 
becomes  superior  to  the  best  French  brandy  ; 
so  that,  instead  of  receiving  those  articles 
through  Louisiana,  they  might  themselves 
supply  the  colony  with  them.  As  to  the 
articles  of  glass  and  earthen-ware,  they  are 
made  in  every  part  of  the  Western  States, 
where  the  raw  materials  are  every  where 
found.  The  demands  for  china-ware  are 
small,  but  if  they  were  large,  French  ware 
is  too  dear  to  hurt  the  sale  of  china. 

Large  iron  works  are  also  wrought  on  the 
spot,  and  English  hard-ware  has  so  well- 
known  a  superiority  over  the  French,  that 
the  latter  would  certainly  remain  unsold,  if 
both  were  exposed  at  market.  The  only 
articles  which  might,  perhaps,  be  intro- 
duced into  the  country,  would  be  silks,  cam- 
brics, and  a  few  other  articles  of  luxury. 
But  even  all  these  can  never  pass  through 
the  river  Mississippi.  The  dangerous  na- 
vigation of  the  gulph,  the  long  and  expen- 
sive distance  to  go  against  the  current,  the 
large  capitals  of  the  English  and  American 
merchants  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  great 
improvements  which  are  made  every  day  in 
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the  roads  and  inland  navigation,  will  cause 
land  carriage  to  be  preferred  as  far  as  the 
Ohio,  and  other  rivers,  whence  they  are 
carried  to  the  seOtlemenrs  easily  and  cheap! \-. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  dry  goods 
Iwve  been  carried  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
Orleans  by  land,  by  that  route,  in  preference 
to  sea  carriage.  It  is,  therefore,  visionary 
to  believe  that  gf^ods  from  France  will  be 
carried  that  wsy  ;  whilst  the  enterprising 
English,  who  have  the  right  of  navigating 
that  river,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  Ame- 
ricans in  favour  of  their  manufactures,  never 
attempted  to  introduce  their  goods  that 
way,  because  'hey  well  know  that  they  are 
more  easily  brought  by  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore.  But  should  France  be  desirous 
of  i'^troducing,  that  vvay,  more  bulky  ar- 
ticlfs  into  the  Western  States,  and  accus. 
torn  the  inhabitrints  to  their  wines  and  ma- 
nufacrures,  h  could  only  be  by  puttwg  Neiv 
Orleans  into  their  hands,  luith  the  rcsewe, 
that  it  sholl  ever  he  a  free  port  for  French 
•vessels  and  ^oods.  nvithont  betng  subjected  to 
any  other  duties  than  those  paid  by  the 
Americmis.  By  this  means  the  American 
merchants,  settled  at  New  Orleans,  may  be 
interested  in  their  commerce;  instead  of 
going  to  England,  their  capitals  will  go  to 
France  ;  the  latter  will  have  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  colony  without  the  expence 
of  supporting  it,  and  the  money  which 
American  activity  obtained  from  the  Spa- 
niards; would  go  to  France  ;  for  England, 
which  has  not  the  same  means,  and  which 
pays  higher  duties,  could  not  supply  those 
goods  at  so  low  a  rate. 

But  should  France,  on  the  other  hand, 
resolve  to  keen  the  island,  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  capitals  of  the  commerce  of  New 
Oilcans,  which  are  esj',ecially  in  the  hands 
of  the  English  and  Americ'ns,  will  naui- 
rally  take  the  course  which  the  United 
S'-atcs  shall  fix,  and  that  must  be  a  rival 
place  of  commerce  with  New  Orleans, 
which  being  rid  of  the  vexations  conse- 
quent upon  a  military  government,  at  a 
distance  from  the  sovereign,  will  draw,  in 
spite  of  all  the  disadvantages  of  its  situa- 
tion, the  whole  commerce  of  which  the 
other  is  at  this  day  the  centre. 
■»■  The  boundaries  established  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States,  and  very  lately  be- 
tween  the  English  and  Spanish  possessions, 
have  deprived  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana 
of  their  share  of  the  fur. trade,  which  it 
mast  be  confessed  was  nor,  nor  could  ever 
be,   very   important,  as   the   peltry  of  the 
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Sooth  are  of  but  little  value  ;  the  few  skins 
arc  r,f  no  importance  to  commerce,  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  tables  of  importation  of  New 
Orleans.  Goods  are  ever  to  be  transported 
from  the  Mississippi  in  the  United  States, 
that    way. 

In  these  considerations  I  have  kept  no 
account  of  the  pains,  expences,  and  loss  of 
men,  which  are  inseparable  from  nev^  set- 
tlements in  a  marshv  couiury,  ami  a  burning 
climate  ;  the  invasion  of  Indians  ;  rlie  in- 
surrection of  slaves  ;  th^*  insuboidin;iiio'-i  of 
the  troops  ;  the  abuses  eommitted  by  officers, 
remote  from  the  sovereign's  eye.  All  these 
inconveniences  united,  or  only  a  few  of 
them,  are  enough  to  stop  an  undertaking, 
and  ruin  a  settlement.  A  very  important 
observation  is,  however,  to  be  made,  and. 
that  is  of  some  weight.  Many  of  those 
who  will  carry  their  families  to  Louisiana, 
observing  that  the  lands  are  as  cheap  on  the 
American  side,  will  prefer  se'^tl'ng  there, 
even  in  time  of  peace;  some,  because  they 
will  prefer  the  government  of  thar  country, 
others  by  caprice,  others  through  spite,  or 
to  rid  themselves  from  a  military  govern- 
ment, such  as  that  of  Louisiana  must  neces- 
sarily be.  That  wish  must  be  general  in 
(he  CISC  of  a  war  between  France  and  Eng- 
land; for  admirting  that  the  latter  maintains 
her  naval  fuperioriiv  (as  I  hive  already- 
proved  in  another  place  she  must,  unless 
France  changes  her  commercial  "system  in 
order  to  establish  it  upon  more  liberal  prin- 
ciples), the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  will  be 
blocked  up,  and  the  plan:ers  in  the  French 
colonies  will  be  reduced  to  the  greatest  dis- 
tress, while  those  of  the  United  States  will 
derive  from  the  war  the  greatest  benefit. 

Then  it  will  be,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
capitals  brought  from  France  to  Louisiana, 
will  pass  into  the  United  St-ates,  where  are 
found  farms,  already  cleared,  for  one  half  of 
what  it  would  have  cost  a  French  pianrer  to 
clear  his  :  because  an  American,  familiar, 
ized  from  his  infancy  to  the  use  of  the  ax, 
has  acquired  a  dexterity  and  a  muscular 
strength  which  are  never  obtained  by  a  man 
used  to  other  business. 

The  experience  of  the  past  is  wholly  in 
support  of  these  observations.  Though 
settled  for  one  century,  Louisiana  has  never 
prospered  under  either  the  French  or  the 
Spanish  government.  And  one  half  of  the 
commerce  of  New. Orleans  is  nonx}  carried  on 
with  American  capitals,  under  the  guaran- 
tee of  their  treaiy  vi'ith  Spain.  As  soon  as 
i  the  French  will  plant  a  rival  colony,  that 
X  X  X  commerce 
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commerce  will  be  carried  on  in  any  other 
place  in  the  United  States,  which  the  policy 
of  their  government  may  judge  proper  to 
encouraore. 

If  the  settlement  of  Louisiana  is  not  ad- 
vantageous to  France  in  a  commercial  view, 
because  it  diverts  capitals  from  a  much  more 
important  channel,  it  is  still  moie  contrary 
to  her  interests  in  a  political  point  of  view. 
— America  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
France,  whether  considered  as  a  commercial 
or  maritime  power.  I  have  explained  my 
opinion  fully  in  this  first  relation,  on  another 
occasion  ;  as  to  the  other,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion than  an  agricultural  nation,  which,  by 
her  industry  and  her  raw  materials,  is  able 
to  pnjcure  all  the  superfluous  luxuries  of 
Europe,  and  whose  habits  and  occupations 
prevent  them  from  manufafturing  for  them- 
selves, there  can  be  no  question  that  such  a 
nation  must  afford  a  very  important  markei 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world. 

In  this  view,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  is  considered  as  very  profitable  to 
England ;  but  when  French  manufactures 
shall  have  obtained  all  the  improvement  of 
which  they  are  capable,  when  commerce 
shall  be  established  upon  a  suitable  basis,  it 
vyill  present  a  much  greater  variety  of  ar- 
ticles upon  which  to  support  itself,  than  the 
commerce  of  England.  Woollen  articles 
and  hardware  are  the  only  articles  which 
America  receives  from  England  ;  but  France 
shall  furnish  not  only  all  these,  but  her 
agriculture  will  gain  by  the  saleof  her  vvines, 
her  brandies,  and  her  oils.  Those  advan- 
tages, added  to  the  relative  situation  of 
France  and  the  United  States,  which  re- 
moves every  suspicion  of  rivalry  between 
them,  both  by  sea  and  land,  have  exhibited 
France  as  the  natural  ally  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  eye  of  those  who  have  con- 
sidered, in  the  extent  of  her  power,  anew 
pledge  ot  the  security  of  their  commerce  and 
their  future  tranquillity.  ^  They  have  done 
homage  to  the  wisdom  o^  tliose  states-.K-n 
who,  at  the  conclusion  of  an  advantageous 
war,  hive  thought  that  France  would  gait: 
more  by  securing  the  solid  friendship  of  the 
United  States,  than  by  acquiring  a  terri- 
tory which  would  be  for  them  an  object  of 
jealousy,  and  might  ag.^'n  force  them  under 
the:  doaiinar'on  ot  a  p.-op!c  who.e  yoke 
they,  had  just  assisted  them  to  shake  off. 

I  am  not  ignorant  how  delicate  it  is  to 
fnreti-M  political  misfortunes,  which  might 
.rcvjit  to  France  and  the  United  States  from 
ti-ic  pcssessiou  of -Louisiana  and  the  Fiaridas 


by  the  former.  I  must  either  conceal  that 
which  truth  would  have  me  say,  or  on  the 
other  hand  frighten  certain  querulous  minds, 
who  may  fancy  they  see  a  threat  in  my 
frankness.  Nevertheless,  a  citizen  of  one 
of  the  tu'o  nations,  and  strongly  attached  to 
the  other,  I  hope  that  those  to  whom  this 
memorial  may  be  delivered,  will  be  able  to 
set  a  just  value  on  the  motives  of  my  con- 
duct, and  wiU  see  in  it  nothing  but  rny  ex- 
ertions to  remove  every  subject  of  dis- 
pute betv/ten  tv/o  people  formed  to  assist 
one  another  ;  and  although  I  am  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  resources  of  my  own 
country  to  dread  thi' power  of  any  of  the 
European  nation;,  it  will  easily  be  sec.;,  that 
I  am  incapable  of  conceiving  ihe  ridiculous 
idea  of  threatening  a  governnient  which  has 
:jeen  all  Europe  bend  the  knee  before  its 
power. 

I  have  observed,  that.  France  and  the 
United  States  are  in  a  respective  situation, 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  no  point  of  collision. 
They  nay  assist,  without  being  tempted  ro 
hurt  one  another  in  any  man t.  This 
commerce  is  useful  to  both  nations ;  this 
union  of  sentiments  and  interests  rests  upon 
principles  which  ought  to  form  the  maritime 
code,  and  deliver  the  universe  from  the  ty- 
ranny founded  by  Great  Bri'.am,  which  she 
maintains,  and  which  never  will  be  com- 
batted  v.dth  success,  until  the  other  powers, 
by  uniting,  will  abridge  her  means,  by 
transferring  to  nations  more  moderate  a  part 
of  her  commerce  ;  and  as  there  are  no  nations 
on  the  globe  whose  consumption  offers  to 
foreign  manuf.icuires  resources  as  vast  as 
those  offered  by  the  United  States,  if  we 
consider  with  what  rapidity  this  consump- 
tion increases,  the  nvjans  wiiich  America 
has  of  creating  a  navy  vv'hen  her  political 
si'.uation  shall  render  it  necessary,  we  shall 
be  obligrd  to  own  that  France  must  have 
very  string  motives  and  very  powerful,  to 
induce  her  to  abandon  these  advantages, 
and  change  a  natural  aliy,  from  a  warm 
friend,  into  a  suspicions  and  jealous  neigh- 
.your,  and  perhaps  hereafter  into  a  declared 
C'.cmy. 

Exiicricnce  has  proved,  that  two  nations 
cor.Id  not  be  neighbours  without  being 
rivals ;  and  if  this  be  true  of  two  neigh- 
bouring nations,  it  may  be  said  with  still 
more  truth  of  a  colony  formed  by  a  great 
and  powerful  nation,  removed  from  the 
metropolis,  and  of  a  people  bordering  on 
the  territory  of  the  o'her.  The  reason  of 
this   is   plauiiblc ;    where   two  nations   are 
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neighbours,  every  thino^  passes  under  the  in- 
spcction  of  the  •sovereign  ;  the  quarrels  are 
as  sc(Xi  txcin^uiihed  as  kindled;  bu:  when 
the  governor  of  a  colo.iv,  calculating-  upon 
the  Lirotection  of  rhe  m  tropolis,  is  i^  jiiry  of 
an  .!ct  of  hostility,  the  Wound  gets  gan- 
grenes',  before  a  physician  can  be  called. 
The  olr.nd  ;1  sovereign,  who  also  thinks 
that  the  oflender  will  be  so  much  the  more 
strongl.y  supported,  as  his  nation  is  more 
po\ver'*ul,  tries  every  means,  in  order  to 
anticipa-e  on  the  hostilities  which  he  dreads, 
uses  reprisals,  and  both  nations  are  at  war 
before  any  explanation  has  taken  place. 

If  there  be  a  situation  in  the  world  v/hich 
may  be  attended  with  these  consequences, 
it  certainly  is  that  of  France,  when  she  is 
in  possession  of  New-Orleans.  It  is  situ- 
ated  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  block  up  the 
great  passage  towards  the  sea  from  a  great 
number  of  States,  and  a  very  extensive  po- 
pulation which  increases  rapidly. 

A  military  government  is  about  to  be 
established  on  the  island.  The  General, 
proud,^  with  reason,  of  the  glory  of  his  na- 
tion,  will  cast  on  every  thing  that  surrounds 
him  a  look  of  superiority;  commerce  will 
be  degraded;  and  merchants,  subjected  to 
the  despotism  of  men,  who  will  seek,  in 
the  laying  up  of  riches,  a  recompence  for 
their  privations  in  the  remote  and  Insalu- 
brious country  whither  they  are  sent.  The 
colony  presents  no  lawful  means  of  growing 
rich,  except  those  (slow  and  progressive) 
of  commerce  and  agriculture---lll  suited 
means  for  soldiers.  However  vigilant  the 
mother  country,  she  will  not  prevent,  at 
that  distance,  the  vexations  which  may  be 
exercised.  On  the  other  hand,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  not  be  able, 
in  a  thousand  instances,  to  restrain  tiie  pe- 
tulence  of  the  near  inhabitants,  bordering 
on  the  limits  of  the  Mississippi ;  to  confine 
their  vengeance  whrlly,  and  compel  them 
to  expect  from  diplomatic  representation  a 
slow  justice.  Hatred  will  take  place  be- 
tween the  two  people;  the  bonds  of  friend- 
ship v/ill  be  destroyed,  and  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  which  ever  shares  the 
sentiments  of  the  people,  will  be  forced,  by 
its  situation,  to  alter  its  political  relations. 
Then,  for  the  sake  of  guarding  themselves 
against  their  old  ally,  ior  a  pretended  act  of 
hostility,  they  will  form  a  cautionary  con- 
nection with  England,  which  will  be  sedu- 
lous in  obtaining  her  alliance,  and  will  ex- 
cite her  resentment  against  France  ;  because 
in  that  alliance  she  will  see  the  means  of 


preserving  her  commerce  with  America, 
which  she  now  possesses  almost  exclusively, 
securing  her  colonies  to.be  able,  in  case  of 
war,  to  invade  the  French  colonies,  and 
especially,  of  preventirtg  the  union  of  the 
commerce  and  navy  of  France  and  ihc  U  .ited 
States,  upon  which  alone  France  can  engraft 
her  naval  superiority. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  those  jealousies 
which  I  seem  so  much  to  dre:,d  f  )r  France, 
have  not  taken  ]ilace  for  England,  in  pos- 
session of  Canada?  First,  because  Great 
Britain  has  prudently  separated  her  territory 
by  a  natural  limit  which  prevents  the  con- 
tact of  the  two  nations.  While  she  occupied 
the  western  posts,  the  United  States  saw 
her  with  jealousy,  and  it  is  beyond  doubt 
that  hostilities  and  a  national  hatred  would 
have  been  the  consequence  when  the  increase 
of  American  population  in  that  part  had 
taken  place  ;  when  those  forts  were  given 
up,  numerous  symptoms  had  already  mani- 
fested themselves. 

Secondly,  because  the  usual  road  of  the 
exporrs  of  the  United  States  being  made 
through  their  own  rivers,  there  is  no  im- 
portant couimj::ication  between  them  and 
Cannd:'.. 

But  it  is  chiefly  because  Upper  Canada  is 
inhabited  by  American  emigrants,  who,  in 
case  of  a  rupture,  would  join,  according  to 
all  appearances,  to  the  United  Stares,  had 
not  the  spirit  of  their  government  been  to 
prevent  the  extending  of  their  limits. 

Bur,  after  all,  what  political  or  commer- 
cial advantage  can  France  receive  from 
the  possession  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the 
East  Bank  of  the  Mississippi,  that  may  balance 
the  loss  which,  in  these  two  points  of  view, 
she  v/ill  sustain  in  the  rivalry  with  the  United 
otares  ?  The  Floridas  are  a  narrow  strip  of 
barren  land,  incapable  of  defence  in  case  cf 
a  rupture,  and  which  vvill  cost  more  th  ,n 
it  is  worth  to  guard,  garrison,  and  the  pre- 
sents to  the  Indian  Tribes.  However  ad- 
vantageous Nev/  Orleans  might  be  for  the 
United  States,  it  will  be  of  very  incon- 
siderable value  for  France,  when  the  foreigri 
capitals  shall  be  taken  from  it,  or  a  rival 
city  shall.be  established  on  the  American 
side.  From  the  best  infoi  nation,  I  find 
that  one-third  of  the  best  commercial  houses 
employed  in  New  Orleans,  are  American. — 
No  sooner  will  a  military  government  be 
established  in  the  country,  than  all  these 
commercial  houses,  with  the  capitals  which 
support  them,  will  pass  into  the  United 
States,  to  that  place  assigned  tlicm  by  the 
X  >.  X  2  treaty 
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trerty  wltli  Spain,  or  to  the  N.;tciiez, 
where  {■•*  crv  vessel  which  may  go  to  New 
Orleans  may  be  received. — Large  vessels, 
from  France,  have  already  arrived  there, 
and  unloaded  their  cargoes  withour  difficulty, 
and  as  the  soil  is  so  much  the  more  advan- 
tageous as  \\c  penetrate  further,  there  is  verv 
lifie  doulu  rhis  csrabliiihrnent  will  ri\al  that 
ot'  New  Orleans,  when  the  American  ca- 
pitals shall  have  been  taken  out  of  it. 
When  ihe  United  States  shall  have  declared 
the  Natchez  a  free  port,  New  Orleans  will 
be  V(.ry  little  as  a  filace  of  commerce,  and 
on;y  an  object  of  useless  expence  for  France, 
and  i'.n  incxhau-tible  source  of  jealousy  be. 
tween  France  and  the  United  States. 

'i  he  cession  ot  Louisiana  is  nevertheless 
very  important  to  France,  if  she  applies  it 
to  the  only  use  which  sound  policy  seems  to 
dictate.  I  speak  of  Louisi„tia  alone,  and, 
by  this,  I  do  not  comprehend  the  Floridas, 
because  I  think  thev  are  no  j-art  of  the  ces- 
sion. As  it  can,  bv  this  cession,  acquire 
the  right  of  carrying  on  the  Mississppi  a 
free  trade,  if  she  knows  how  to  profit  of  this 
circumstance,  by  a  perfect  understanding 
V'i  h  the  Iniiicd  States,  slie  will  find  markets 
for  a  very  great  variery  of  articles,  when  she 
haa  accustomed  the  inhabitants  of  the  western 
countries  to  prefer  them  to  the  English, 
wh'ch  she  can  only  obtain  by  selling  them 
cheaper,  and  she  can  only  sell  them  cheaper, 
by  interesting  the  American  merchants  to 
sell  them,  to  have  the  use  of  their  capitals, 
and  by  engaging  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  give  them  the  preference. 
All  this  can  take  place  only  by  the  cession  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  United  States,  ivi/fy 
the  rescrnjc  of  the  right  of  entry,  at  all 
times,  frte  from  all  other  duties  than  those 
^aid  hy  Ainericaii  'vcss'ls,  together  ivith  the 
right  of  na^jigntion  on  the  Mississippi, 
This  wuuld  give  her  vessels  an  advantage 
over  the  vessels  of  all  other  nations,  will 
retain  and  even  increase  the  capitals  of  New 
Orleans,  where  the  provisions  for  the  islands 
W'll  be  bought  at  the  cheapest  rate  possible, 
iind  where  the  articles  of  her  manufactures 
will  be  introduced  in  the  western  coun.. 
tries : — The  United  States  will  have  no  in. 
terest  in  preventing  it,  for  every  reason  of 
rivalry  will  be  removed.  Then  France 
will  command  respect,  without  inspiring 
fe.;r  to  the  two  nations  whose  friendship  is 
the  most  important  for  her  commerce,  and 
the  preservation  of  her  islands  ;  and  all 
these  advantages  will  be  obtained  without 
fhc  expence  of  establishments,  which  ruin 


the  public  treasure,  and  divert  capitals  from 
their  true  object. 

But  if,  en  the  one  side,  France  keeps 
N  w  Orleans,  by  attempting  to  colonize 
Lcuiblana,  she  wiF  become  an  object  of 
jealousy  to  Spain,  the  United  States,  ;od 
England,  which  powers  will  not  only  dis- 
courage her  commerce,  in<t  wiH  ccnipei  her 
to  make  expensive  establishments  to  secure 
the  possession  of  it. 

In  the  foregoing  observations  I  have  con- 
fined myself  to  observations  which  presented 
themselves,  withour  having  recourse  to  sub- 
tilties,  which  only  serve  to  misJead  the 
judgment.  I  have  exposed  simple  fac.s  with 
candour  and  all  the  simplicity  of  language. 
If  a  reply  is  made,  it  will  be  by  pursuing  a 
contrary  course.  With  eloquence  and  so- 
phistry they  may  be  comba;ted  and  ob- 
scured ;  time  and  experience  will  demon, 
strate  their  solidity. 


An  Agreement  hetiueen  the  Seneca  Indians 
and  a  company  of  Dutch  Merchapts,  for 
the  sale  of  lands  in  Ontario  County,  in  the 
State  of  Neuj.York. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  all  whom  these 
presents  shall  com.e,  greeting. — Whereas  a 
treaty  was  held  on  the  3()th  day  of  June  last, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians,  at  Buf- 
faloe  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Ontario  and 
State  of  New  York,  and  at  the  said  treaty, 
in  the  presence  of  and  with  the  approbation 
of  John  Taylor,  Esq.  a  commissioner  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  to  hold  the  same, 
an  indenture  or  agreeinent  was  entered  into 
between  the  said  nation  of  Indians  and  Wil- 
hem  Wiliink  and  others  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, which  indenture  or  agreeinent  is  in 
the  words  following  : — This  indenture  made 
the  oOth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
between  the  Sachems,  chiefs  and  warriors  of 
the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  of  the  first 
part,  and  Wilhcin  Wiliink,  Peter  Van  Eeg- 
hcm,  Hendrick  Vollenhoven,  W.  Wiliink 
the  younger,  I.  Wiliink  the  younger,  (son 
of  Jan)  Jan  Gabriel  Van  Staphorst,  Roelof 
Van  Staphorst  the  younger,  Cornelius  Vol. 
lenhoven  and  Hendrick  Seve,  all  of  the  city 
of  Amsterdam  and  republic  of  Eatavia,  by 
Joseph  Ellicott,  Esq.  their  agent  and  attor- 
ney of  the  second  part.  Whereas,  at  a 
treaty  held  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
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States  with  the  said   Seneca   Nation  of  In- 
dians, at  BufFaloe  Creek,  in  the  county   ot 
Ontario  and  state  of  New- York,  on  the  dav 
of  the  date  of  these  presents,  by  the  hon. 
John  Tavlor,  Esq,  a  commissioner  appointed 
by   the    President   of  the  United  States  to 
hold  the  ScTTie  in  pursuance  of  the  constitu- 
rion,  ?nd  of  the  ail  of  the   Congress  of  the 
United  States  in   sucli  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, a  convention  was  entered  into  in   the 
presence  and    with    the   approbation   of  the 
said  commissiofier,  between  the  said  Seneca 
Nation    of   Indians  and    the    said  Wilhem 
Willink,  l\ner  Van  Eeghen,  Hendrick  Vol- 
lenhoven,  W.  Willink  the  younger,  I.  Wil- 
link the  youngt  r,  (son  of  Jan)  Jan  Gabriel 
V;.n  Staphorst,   Roelof  Van  Staphorst   the 
younger,  Cornelius  Vf)llenhoven,  and  Hen- 
drick Scve,  by  the  said  Joseph  Ellicot  their 
agent  andartorney,  lawfully  constituted  and 
appointed  for  that  purpose.     Now  this  in- 
denture  witnesseth, — "^Fhat  the   said  parties 
of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  lands  hereinafter  described,  do  hereby 
exchange,  cede,  and  for   ever  quit  claim  to 
the    said   parties  of  the    second  part,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  all  those  lands  situate,  ly- 
ing and  being  in  the  county  of  Ontario  and 
state  of  New- York,  being  part  of  the  lands 
described  and  reserved  by  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part  in  a  treaty  or  convention  held 
by  the  hon.  Jeremiah  Wads  worth,  Esq.  un. 
der  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  on 
the    Genesse  river  the    15th  day  of  Sept. 
1707,  in  the  words  following,    viz.     Be- 
ginning at  the  mouth  of  the  eighteen  mile 
or  Koghquawqa  creek,  thence  a  line  or  lines 
to  be  drawn  parallel  to  lake  Erie,  -at  the  dis. 
tance  of  one   mile   from    the  lake,  to   the 
mouth  of  Cataraugos  creek,  thence  a  line  or 
lines  extending  twelve  miles  up   the   north 
side  of  said   creek,  at   the  distance  of   one 
mile  therefrom,  thence  a  dired   line  to   the 
said  creek,  thence   down   the  said  creek  to 
lake  Erie,  thence  along  the  lake  to  the  first 
mentioned  creek,  and  thence  to  the  place  of 
beginning.     Also  one  other  piece  at  Ca^a- 
rangus,  beginning  at  the  shore  of  lake  Erie 
on  the  south  side  of  Catarangus  creek,  at  the 
distance  of  one  mile  from  the  mouth  thereof, 
thence  on  a  line  parallel  thereto  to  a   point 
within  one  mile  from  the  Con-non-dan  we- 
gea  creek,  thence  up  the  said  creek  one  mile 
on  a  line  parallel  thereto,  thence  on  a  direft 
line  to  the  said  creek,  thence  dou-n  the  same 
to  lake  Eric,  thence  along    the  lake  to  the 
place  of  beginning  ;   reference  being  there- 
unto had  will  fully  appear.  .Together  with 


all  and  singular  the  rights,  privileges,  here- 
ditaments and  appurtenances  thereunto  be- 
longing, or  in  any  wise  appertaining.  And 
all  the  estate,  right,  title  and  interest  v/hat- 
soever  of  them,  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  and  their  nation,  of,  in  and  to  the  said 
trads  of  land  above  described,  to  have  and 
to  holdall  and  singular  the  said  granted  pre- 
mises, with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part,  their  only  proix;r 
use,  benefit  and  behoof  for  ever. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  said  lands  de- 
scribed and  ceded  as  aforesaid,  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  part,  by  Joseph  Ellicot, 
their  agent  and  attorney  as  aforesaid,  do 
hereby  exchange,  cede,  release  and  quit  claim 
to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  and  their 
nation,  (rhe  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
reserving  to  themselves  the  right  of  pre- 
emption,) all  that  certain  traft  or  parcel  of 
land  situate  as  aforesaid.  Beginning  at  a 
post  marked  No.  O,  standing  on  the  bank  of 
lake  Erie,  at  the  mouth  of  Cataraugos  creek, 
and  on  the  north  bank  thereof,  thence  alonn- 
the  shore  of  said  lake  N.  1 1  degrees,  E.  21 
chains,  E.  13  degrees  E.  4/>  chains,  N.  \g 
degrees  E.  14  chains  C5  links  to  a  post 
thence  east  lig  chains  to  a  post,  thence 
south  14  chains  27  links  to  a  post,  thence 
east  640  chains  to  a  post  standing  in  the 
meridian  between  the  8  th  and  the  gth  ranges, 
thence  along  said  meridian  south  ()17  chains 
75  links  to  a  post  standing  on  the  south 
bank  of  Cataraugos  creek,  thence  west  iCo 
chains  to  a  post,  thence  north  290  chains  25 
links  to  a  post,  thence  west  4  82  chains  31 
links  to  a  post,  thence  north  2ig  chains  50 
links  to  a  post  standing  on  the  north  bank  of 
Cataraugos  creek,  thence  down  the  same  and 
along  the  several  meanders  thereof  to  the 
place  of  beginning.  To  hold  to  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part  in  the  same  manner 
and  by  the  same  tenure  as  the  lands  reserved 
by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  in  and 
by  the  said  treaty  or  convention  entered  into 
on  Genesse  river  the  15th  day  of  September, 
1797,  as  aforesaid  were  intended  to  be  held. 
In  testimony  whereof  the  parties  to  these 
presents  have  hereunto,  and  to  other  inden. 
tures  of  the  same  tenor  and  date,  one  to  re- 
main with  the  United  States,  one  to  remain 
with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  the 
other  to  remain  with  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  interchangeably  set  their  hands 
and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  writ, 
ten. 

Con-nea-ti-a — Koe-en-twah-ha,  or  Corn- 
plan  tetr — Woii-dou-gooh-ka.— -Tc-kon.nou- 
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dii — Te-ki-am-dau  —  Sa-goo-ycs — J  .i-yo- 
cau-na,  or  BLis  ^k^ — Koving-quan-tah,  or 
Young  King — Ka-oun-doo-wiind.or  Pollard. 
Con-na-wan-de  lu  — Soo-no-you — Au-wen- 
nau-sa — Soo.goo-ya-wou.law,or  Redjackev 
—  Cosh-kau- tough  —  Te.-yo-k:\i-ho.isa  — 
Oaa-yr:.wos,  or  Farner's  Brother — Iro-nau- 
goi-es — Glsh-ka-ka,  or  Little  Billy — Sus- 
sa-oo-\v';ui. 

Wilhem  WiHink — Pieter  Van  Eeghen — 
Hendrick  Vollenhoven — W.  Willink,  the 
younger — I.  Willink  the  younger,  (son  of 
Jan)  Jan  Gabriel  Van  Staphorst,  the  vounger 
— Cornelius  Vollenhoven  —  and  Hendrick 
Seye — by  their  attorney,  Joseph  Ellicot. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
John  Thomson,  Israel  Chapin,  James  W. 
Stephens, —and  Horaiio  Jones,  and  Jasper 
Parrish,  Interpreters.  Done  at  a  full  and 
general  treaty  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of  In- 
dians,  held  at  Buffidoe  creek,  in  the  county 
of  Ontario,  and  state  of  New- York,  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  aforesaid, 
John  Taylor.  Now  be  it  known,  that  I, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  PresiJent  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  having  seen  and  consider- 
ed the  said  indenture  or  agreement,  do,  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  senate  thereof, 
accept,  ratily,  and  confirm  the  same  in  every 
clause  and  article  thereof.  In  testimony 
whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  signed  the 
same  with  my  hand.  Done  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  the  twelfth  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  and  in  the  twenty-seventh 
year  of  the  Independence  of  the  said  United 
States,  Thomas  Jefferson-. 

By  the  President,  James  Madison,  Se- 
cretary of  State. 


^he  foUoujing    reply    of  Mr,   Adarniy    late 

President   of  the    United  States,    to   some 

gentlemen  'who   congratulated  him  on  the 

■anniversary  of  his  birth  day,  throivs  great 

light  on  some  parts  of  his  administration 

•  rjjhich  ha-ve  hitherto  been  considered^  in 
some  measure,  inexplicable. 

•  Gentletnen, — As  every  gentleman  here  is 
9t  least  as  independent  of  me,  as  I  can  pre- 
tend to  be  of  him  ;  as  there  is  no  imaginable 
motive  of  hope,  apprehension,  or  any  sinis- 


ter or  private  interest,  which  could  have 
prompted  yoi'  to  such  a  manifestation  of 
your  friendly  sentiments,  I  am  fully  assured 
that  this  visit  is  the  result  of  feeling,  and 
not  of  ceremony.  The  performance  of  the 
part,  which  were  Ocisc  to  me,  in  the  course  of 
the  revolution,  though  'he  -cenes  were  in  the 
secret  concl?-'.'L  \  a  congress,  without  gal- 
leries, and  with  closed  doors,  or  at  a  thous- 
and leagues  distance  beyond  seas,  and  the  few 
speftators  or  witnesses  are  almost  all  dead, 
I  shall  leave  to  the  candour  of  the  public, 
and  the  judgment  of  posterity,  with  such 
traditionary  lights  as  they  may  possess. 
After  as  careful  a  review  as  I  am  capable  of 
taking  of  the  civil  administration,  during 
the  period  when  I  was  President  of  the 
United  States,  I  see  nothing  of  any  conse- 
quence to  repent  or  r^^gret.  Some  measures 
were  the  effe*^  of  imperious  necessity,  much 
against  my  inclinations.. — Others  were  the 
measures  of  the  legislature,  which,  although 
approved  of  when  passed,  were  never  previ- 
ously proposed  or  recommended  by  me.-— 
Some  of  them,  left  to  my  discretion,  were 
never  executed,  because  no  necessity  for 
them,  in  my  judgment,  ever  occurred.  I 
shall  say  no  more  upon  this  subjeftat  present, 
but  this,  wc  were  emancipated  from  twobur- 
thensome  yokes,  the  French  Treaty  and  Con- 
sular Convention,  which  were  grievous  to 
us,  and  would  have  been  intolerable  to  our 
children.  The  nation  in  future,  unshackled 
with  positive  stipiilation"^,  will  Inve  only  to 
consider  her  duties  to  foreign  powers  by  the 
law  ot  nations,  and  to  estimate  her  interest 
by  an  honest  and  impartial  policy.  Let  me 
add  one  observation  more.  Under  the  con- 
tinual provocations,  breaking  and  pouring  in 
upon  me  from  unexpec\?d  as  well  as  expefted 
quarters,  during  the  two  last  years  of  my  ad- 
ministration, he  must  have  been  more  of  a 
modern  epicurean  philosopher  than  I  ever 
was,  or  ever  will  be,  to  have  borne  them  all 
without  some  incautious  expressions,  at  times, 
of  an  unutterable  indignation.  I  have  no 
other  apology  to  make  to  individuals  or  to 
the  public.  The  prospedt  of  national  great- 
ness is  as  sure  and  certain  as  that  of  national 
existence.  The  Union  is  our  rock  of  safety, 
as  well  as  our  pledge  of  grandeur.  And  for 
this  reason  I  hesitate  not  to  recommend  to 
you  as  a  sentiment-—**  a  union  of  honest 
men."  I  wish  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  day, 
and  for  your  lives,  all  the  honest  joys  and 
felicities  which  you  can  possibly  wish  for 
yourselves.-— John  Adams, 

^incy,  0£i,  30,  iSoZ. 
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ExtraSisfrom  the  American  Tnpersy  rdat\"je 
to  the  Navigation  and  Commkrce  uf 
the  Countries  bordering  o?/ ^^f"  Missisr,iP- 
Pl,  and  also  relative  to  the  Exroar-, 
from  the  British  province  of  Canada. 

Louis-ville,  Dec.  1,  1802. — During  the 
last  month,  a  brig  of  aoo  tons  burthen  was 
built  at  this  place  for  Messrs.  Meeker  and 
Co.  ;  she  sailed  down  the  Ohio,  to  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland  river,  where  she  took 
in  a  cargo  of  cotton,  and  then  descended  the 
Mississippi,  bound  for  Liverpool. 

Natchez,  Jan.  17. — On  Wednesday  last 
arrived  at  this  port  the  ship  Mary,  Captain 
Darling,  from  Boston  ;  she  came  up  with  a 
fair  wind,  and  afforded  a  most  pleasing  spec- 
tacle to  a  great  number  of  our  citizens,  who 
assembled  on  the  bluff  to  witness  the  arrival 
of  the  first  American  ship  that  has  attempted 
to  ascend  the  Mississippi  thus  far.  Also  ar- 
rived on  the  sam-;  day  the  schooner  Bee.  Cap- 
tain Brag,  from  the  same  port.  We  are  in- 
formed that  tlie  schooner  Nancy,  Captain 
Morris,  from  Philadelphia  for  this  port, 
passed  tort  Adams  a  few  days  since. 

Pittsburgh,  Feb.  i\. — 'I'he  ship  Pitts, 
burgh,  of  L'70  tons  burthen,  was  launched 
on  Tuesday  last  from  the  ship-yard  of 
Messrs.  Tarascon  Brothers,  James  Berthoud, 
and  Co  ;  she  is  owned  by  those  gentlemen, 
and  wasboilt  under  the  diredion  and  super- 
intendance  of  Captain  Beebee.  Judges  pro- 
nounce her  a  very  handsome  vessel,  and  her 
materials  are  of  the  best  and  most  substan- 
tial kind. 

Neinj-Tork,  March  .S.--. Exports  from 
the  British  province  of  Canada,  during  the 
year  1802:  144,189  beaverskins ;  23,808 
martins;  18,855  otters;  11,148  minks; 
7,377  foxes;  j6,8ygbears;  184,256  deers  ; 
148,882  racoons;  17,377  open  and  casted 
hats;  1,483  elks;  4,062  wolves  ;  26,28.g 
musquash;  5,719  kitts ;  3,350  squirrels 
and  hares ;  892  seals;  iSOcastorum;  6,407 
fisher;  988,413  bushels  wheat;  28,297 
barrels  flour  ;  22,042  cvvt.  biscuit ;  4,680 
bushels  barley  ;  16, 121  cwt.  pot  ash,  (last 
year  ten  times  this  quantity)  ;  2,300  tons 
of  new  shipping,  independent  of  vast  quan- 
tities of  lumber,  beef.   Sec. 


'      AMERICAN  DISCRIMINATING  DUTIES. 

The  following  able  examination  of  the  operation  of 
the  American  discriminating,  and  of  the  Briti-jh 
countervailing  duties  on  the  commerce  of  the 


two  countries,  appeared  In  the  New  York  Even- 
ing Post,  under  the  title  of  "  An  Exuminatiou  of 
th':  Report  nf  a  0'-.,uniti:e'?  jfthe  .'\:nericaM  Con- 
jjress,"  recommending  .i  repeal  of  tli  ;  discriminat- 
ing duties.  The  r  -port  will  he  fou:,d  at  length  in 
page  417  of  vol.  I.  a'ld  various  iiuer  papers  on 
the  subject,  will  be  fi)iintl  by  referri.ig  to  the  in- 
dexes of  the  three  volumes  of  the  Register. 

The  Committee  have  saved  us  the  trouble 
of  proving  it,  by  expressly  admitting  in  the 
outset,  that  the  "discriminating  duties  have 
tended  '.jreatly  to  increase  the  navigation  of 
the  United  States,  have  given  the  ship- 
owners an  advantage  over  foreigners  in 
the  carriage  to  the  United  Stares  of  salt, 
wines.  Sec.  Sec.  and  enabled  them  to  be  al- 
most exclusively  the  carriers  of  all  the  fine 
articles  oiimportaiion  necessary  to  the  con- 
sumption of  the  country.  This  poii':v, 
(they  add)  combined  with  the  advantages 
resulting  from  the  late  war  in  Europe,  had 
incre.nsed  the  American  tonnage  to  an  amount 
(k  is  believed)  not  inferior  to  that  of  any 
nation  in  Europe,  except  Great  Britain." 

After  this  broad  and  important  admission, 
we  think  we  are  justified  in  demanding  from 
those  who  now  propose  to  give  up  those 
duties,  very  satisfactory  reasons  for  the 
measure.  And  what  reasons  have  they 
given  ?  They  shall  be  candidly  examined. 

We  did  expect  to  have  found  Mnong  the 
first,  the  late  peace.  This  was  solely  re- 
lied upon  las';  winter,  when  the  subject  was 
lirst  introduced  by  General  Smith.  It  was 
then  said  by  this  Gentleman,  and  echoed  by 
his  f'-iend  Mr.  Giles,  that  although  our  dis- 
cri.ninating  acts  operated  like  a  charm  in 
time  of  war,  yet  were  they  calculated  ta 
injure  us  in  time  of  peace,  and  they  were 
both,  therefore,  very  urgent  to  have  them 
repealed  at  once.  The  house,  however,  were 
not  quite  able  to  discover  the  force  of  their 
observations,  refuted  by  the  bare  inspection 
of  the  annual  return  of  tonnage  for  the  last 
ten  years,  and  the  subject  was  suffered  to 
sleep  for  that  last  session.  It  is  now  reviv-, 
ed  with  equal  ardour,  indeed,  but  its  advo- 
cates, instead  of  reiving  on  the  change  ir> 
circumstances,  produced  by  peace,  abandon 
that,  and  confine  themselves  to  another  and 
distinct  ground,  then  also  taken,  though 
rather  as  a  subordinate  one.  It  was  then 
said  by  them,  in  tlic  house,  that  the  English 
had  *'  o'verdone"  the  treaty,  and  carried  the 
right  reserved  to  them,  further  than  they 
were  warranted  to  carry  it ;  and  now  the 
Committee  say,  ♦'  it  is  believed  that  the 
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Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  by  a  statute 
passed  the  4th  of  July  1797»  (in  exercise  of 
that  reserved  right)  have  exceeded  the  fair 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
ice.  Sec.  and  that  to  ob'viate  the  disad-van- 
tn^es  thence  resulting  to  the  carrying  trade 
ef  the  IJ-nited  St  cites,  it  is  expedient  to  re- 
linquish our  discriminating  duties  in  favour 
of  such  foreign  nation,  as  will  agree  to 
abolish  such  of  their  discriminating  or  coun- 
tervailing dutii's,  as  are  in  their  operation 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States." 

That  such  a  reason  should  be  advanced 
by  certain  speakers  in  the  heat  of  debate,  is 
rot  very  surprising,  but  that  it  should  be 
gravely  incorporated  into  a  formal  report  of 
a  Committee  of  Congress,  as  the  leading 
motive  of  a  Resolution,  is  matter  of  un- 
feigned astonishment.  What  is  the  amount 
of  it  ? 

Great. Britain,  under  pretence  of  making 
provision  to  carry  into  effect  a  particular 
stipulation  in  her  favour,  as  reserved  to  her 
by  treaty,  passes  an  act  which  on  the  face 
of  it  palpably  violates  an  important  ar- 
tide  of  that  very  treaty.  To  put  the  case  : 
We  oblige  importations  in  British  bottoms 
to  pay,  say  i  0  per  cent,  inore  than  importa- 
tions in  our  own  ;  by  treaty  they  have  a 
right  to  countervail  by  doing  the  same 
thing,  instead  of  which  they  pass  an  act 
obliging  cur  itnportations  to  pay  20  percent, 
more  than  their  own.  What  is  in  this  case 
to  be  done  ?  VvHiat  course  shall  the  United 
State?  pursue  ?  Shall  we  remonstrate  against 
the  injury,  and  in  teniis  becoming  a  great 
nation,  demand  immediate  and  adequate  re- 
dress, or  shall  we  give  up  our  10  per  cent, 
which  had  produced  important  advantages 
to  individuals,  and  a  great  accession  to  the 
revenue,  in  hopes  that  Great  Britain  w\\\ 
in  turn  give  up  her  20  per  cent.  Oh  !  the 
latter  by  all  means,  says  an  American  poli- 
tician ;  let  us  have  no  difficulties  if  they  can 
any  way  be  avoided  ;  let  us  by  all  means 
forego  our  rights  though  they  are  indis- 
putable, for  in  this  quiet  and  economical 
manner  all  the  disturbance  may  be  hushed  up 
at  once.  But  we  shall  observe  to  this 
Committee,  that  however  advisable  and 
even  laudable  it  may  be  in  one  individual 
to  overlook  offences,  or  to  submit  to  com- 
promise, yet  he  must  be  little  acquainted 
with  what  belongs  to  the  character  of  a 
Statesman  who  supposes  this  is  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  a  nation.  "  Seldom  is  it 
safe  for  it  (says  Vattcl)  to  dissemble  or  to 


pardon  an  injury  ;"  *'  suffering  an  injury 
without  requiring  complete  satisfaction  is 
always  imputed  to  weakness,  and  is  the 
means  of  soon  receiving  others  that  are  the 
most  atrocious."  Can  we  then  refuse  to 
say  as  to  the  case  before  us,  that  if  we  allow 
the  accusation  of  the  Committee  agai.ist 
Great-Britain  to  be  well  founded,  the  course 
they  recommend  is  no  less  despicable  tor  its 
pusillanimity  than  it  is  remarkable  for  its 
folly.  But  before  we  give  way  any  fur- 
ther to  our  indignant  feelings  against  the 
English,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  bestow  a 
few  moments  in  examining  how  far  the 
Committee  are  v/arranted  in  advancing  this 
charge. 

By  our  countervailing  act  pnssed  in  1 7gO, 
itnportations  in  foreign  vessels  were  made 
liable  to  pay  10  per  cent,  on  the  several 
rates  ot  duties  payable  on  importations  ia 
American  bottoms;  and  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  13th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce  and  navigation  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  the 
right  was  reserved  to  the  former  to  impose 
a  duty  adequate  to  countervail  the  difference 
of  duty  then  payable  to  the  latter  on  im- 
portations in  British  bottoms  here,  that  is 
to  say,  10  per  cent,  on  the  several  rates  of 
duties  payable  in  their  own  country  by 
their  own  importers.  The  treaty  was  made 
in  1794,  but  the  British  Government  did 
not  proceed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  sti- 
pulation in  her  favour  till  July  1797,  and 
the  act  was  to  go  into  operation  in  January 
1798.  To  prevent  all  dispute  and  cavil  as 
to  the  exact  import  of  this  act,  we  repub- 
lished it  at  length  in  the  Evening  Post  on 
the  ','7th  of  January  last,  when  we  had  this 
subject  first  under  consideration.  And  now 
let  General  Smith,  or  any  of  theCommittee, 
turn  to  the  act,  and  tell  us  in  what  part  of 
it  they  find  the  obnoxious  clause  which  au- 
thorises them  to  charge  Great  Britain  with 
having  "  exceeded  the  fair  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  treaty  of  amity,  &c."  On  this 
subject  we  take  a  direct  issue  with  the  Gen- 
tlemen, and  deny,  explicitly,  that  the  act 
does  in  any  one  instar.ce  swerve  from  the 
"  fair  intent  and  iricaning  of  the  treaty  ;*' 
nay,  if  we  were  disposed  to  be  the  advo- 
cates of  a  foreign  nation,  we  could  go  fur- 
ther, and  say,  that  this  statute  is  in  the 
highest  degree  liberal,  allowing  in  one  very 
important  instance  a  favourable  construc- 
tion for  us,  v/here  to  say  the  least  it  was 
doubtful.  It  is  for  those  who  take  the 
affirmative  to  make  good  their  allegation  ; 
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at  nreseul  it  Is  sufficient  to  opptisc  asscrlioa  to 
asscriioii. 

We  proceed  to  exiinlne  the  correctness  of 
the  report  as  to  the  countervaUing  cknies  on 
ben  ihi  articles  which  they  hine  selected  to 
shew  in  v:\vAt  uiatihei'  Great  Britain  "  has  e\;- 
cccdeil.  the  fair  intent,  and  nieanin;^  of  t!ic 
treaty,"  or  wherein  she  j^els  ar.  advanta!.>;e  over 
us  In  its  strict  ob?ervanre.  W'e  shall  take  up 
the  several  articles  '.i:  ihcit  order. 

Fish  Oil,  and  Tobacco,  arc  first  mentioned 
as  objects  on  which  the  liighes:^  couni  rvaiiing 
duties  li.ive  been  inij'osed.  Ttie  former  i,->  in- 
teresting U)  the  nonhern,  the  latter  to  Uie 
Si  uthern  States,  and  if  the  repeal  of  the  discri- 
inina: ing  iluties  will  t!.nd  to  riiise  the  valnc  of 
the'eaniJes,  it  must  of  course  be  popular  both 
In  the  north  and  south.  We  shall  soon  see 
how  the  truth  lies. 

"  Ti;e  coiintcrvailing  duty  on  Jish  oil,  (say 
they)  is  ll(iol.  l2s.  2d.  sterling  per  ton  oi' 25J 
gdlfons,  and  upon  tobacco  Is.  (Jd.  per  lOOlb." 
The  facts  are  correct  as  far  as  they  go,  but  can- 
dor we  think  forbad  them  to  make  this  ]iartial 
stafmcnl.  Fair  dealing  required  of  the  Com- 
mittee, if  they  meduied  with  the*.-  articles  at 
all,  to  stale  eyery  thing  material  to  a  right  un- 
llerstanding  of  the  subject.  We  shall  now  do 
it  for  Lneln. 

Great  Britain,  strongly  impressed  with  a  due 
sense  of  the  policy  of  encoaraging  her  fisheries 
as  a  nu'."sery  l..>r  seamen,  has  passed  several 
statutes  for  this  purpose,  during  the  reigns  of 
William,  Williaih  and  Mary,  Ann,  and  more 
espedallv  of  his  pfcsent  JMujcsly.  Bv  sundry 
acts  passed  '.'0,  '27,  28,  aild  2()  trco.  III.  Bri'- 
tish  built  ships,  ovyned  bv  British  sxibjects,  and 
uinmled  by  three-fourths  British  sailors,  are  en- 
lilled  to  large  bounties  for  the  whale  fins,  oil 
and  blubVjer,  caught  by  them  in  the  Greenland, 
Southern-vviiale,  Newtbiindland,  or  Britisli 
fisheries,  so  called,  according  to  the  tonnage  of 
the  vessel,  the  number  of  hands  emplowd,  and 
a  priority  of  arrival.  By  the  statutes  Car.  ll.  and 
Geo.  HI.  oil,  blubber,  and  whale  fins,  t;U-:cn  by 
British  ships,  whose  owner;  and  crews  are  of 
Great  Britain,  and  imported  tiiere,  are  duty 
free.  If  taken  by  natives  of  British  plantations, 
and  irriijorted  in  ships  whose  owners  are  of 
such  plantations,  the  duty  oh  train  oil  is  13s. 
3d.  per  to\i,  drawback  10s.  2d. ;  if  taken  by 
natives  of  i^ritisa  p.lantations,  and  im|)orted  in 
ships  of  British  owners  only,  the  duty  is  C)s.  1  id. 
per  t(>n,  drawback  8s.  5d. ;  but  if  imported  in 
British  or  foreign  sliips  from  Europe,  the  duty 
on  train  oil,  blubber,  or  fish  oil,  is  1C)1.  Is.  IcI. 
(fractions  are  rejected)  and  imported  in  Ameri- 
can ships  from  the  United  States,  20l.  17s.  5d. 

From  this  statement  it  is  jicrceivable  at  once, 
that  the  oliject  of  Great  Britain  was  to  afford 
encouragement  to  her  own  fishermen,  not  Im- 
porters merely,  and  that  for  this  purpose  she 
lias  Imposed  so  heavy  duties  on  all  (;:!  not  taken 
by  iier  own  subjects.  In  b'^r  own  vessels,  fitted 
out  for  the  purpose,  and  In  them  imported,  as 
in  short  amounts,  and  wm  intended  to  aiiiouni 
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to  a  prohibition  to  all  the  world  besides.  But 
this  she  had  lin  indisputable  right,  to  do,  :iiir{ 
we  have  no  cause  to  complain,  ])rovide(l  the 
toiintfT'iiUinir  (liitf/ doca  not  c.Kceed  fOi.erccnt. 
on  t!ie  diUy  laid  on  the  same  article,  w-iien  im- 
ported under  the  same  circumstances  in  her 
own  ships.  Now  according  to  tiic  table  fur- 
nished by  the  Co'umiltec,  that  duty  amounts 
to  igl.  Is.  Id.  aild  K)  percent,  on  that  wonitl 
be  li.  !8s.  Id.  Tlic  duty  laid  is  ll.  lOs.  od. 
nearly  2s.  less  ti:an  she  had  a  strict  r.'ght  by 
treaty  to  lay.  But  we  shall  now  assert  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  implied  ojiinlon  of  the  Com- 
tiiittee,  that  this  count cTV(iir>ytii  duty  never  has» 
nor  ne^•er  can  have  any  weight  in  prevcn'in"- 
the  exportation  of  the  article  thither.  Fisk 
oil  is  not,  nor  had  been  for  many  yeafs  before 
any  countervailing  duty  ivdj  laid,  (exceptinjf  a 
very  fe\V  tons  at  the  close  of  the  late  war)  ex- 
ported bv  any  merchant  from  the  United  States 
to  Great  Britain. 

Tlie  C  ommilice  add,  that  "  in  cori'-.cqumce 
of  the  coimt'ervititiuii,  diiti/,  a  British  ship  of 
250  tons,  carrying  250  tons  of  oil  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  United  States,  will  pay 
4531.  15s.  sterling  less  duty  thereon,  than  the 
san'e  oil  would  pay,  if  imported  into  Great 
Britain  in  an  American  shijj ;"  instead  of 
^vhich  they  sliould  have  stated,  that  such 
British  ship  would  have  to  j)ay  as  duty  on  her 
oil  47(iS\.  lOS.  lOd.  (a  duty  so  enormous  as  to 
render  the  importation  in  such  ship  next  to  im- 
possible,) and  that  an  American  ship  wotdcl 
have  to  pay  4521.  15s.  more  than  the  British 
shij);  but  aS  the  dutv  before  was  prohibitory, 
this  addition  as  a  con /t  tire  ail,  is  nearly  or  quite 
immaterial. 

The  Cotumiltee  therefore,  in  selecting  this 
ns  an  article  on  which  countervailing  duty  has 
been  laid  by  the  Briti^di,  "  to  an  extent  greater 
than  the  treaty  will  warrant,"  as  well  as  in  the 
endcaVour  to  make  it  be  believed  that  it  is  the 
countei  vailing  duty  which  prevents  us  from 
exporting  it  thiiher^  are  justly  charged  with  ma- 
terial mi.^re])rcsentation.  It  would  not  become 
us  to  say  this  has  originated  in  design  ;  we 
would  charitably  impute  It  to  carelessness  or 
ignorance. 

In  the  article  of  ToVacCo  they  have  not  been 
riaore  fortunate.  "  By  the  same  operation,  (say 
they,)  a  British  ship  of  250  tons,  carrvino-  400 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  of  12001b.  each,  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  United  States,  would  pay 
3()0l.  sterling  less  dutv  than  would  be  payable 
on  the  same  quantity  of  tobac<;o  imported  in  an 
American  ship  ;  the  whole  freight  at  35-3. 
sterling  per  hogshead  wotdd  only  amount  to 
7OOI.  sterling,  which  (after  deducting  the  coun- 
tervailing duty  of  360I.)  would  leave  to  tlie 
American  a  net  freight  of  only  3441.  sterling." 
Let  us  understand  this  subject  a  little  more 
fully  than  wz  are  able  to  do  from  this  statement 
of  tlie  Committee. 

By  the  tith  section  of  the  British  act,  tobacco 
of  tlie  United  States  is  made  liable  to  the  same 
duties  of  custom  and   exci:-ie  as   tobacco   Ini- 
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ported  hv  British  subjects  from  any  Brltibh  oo- 
loiiy  or  plaiiialiou  iu  .\uicrica;  subject  nL'\cr- 
theless,  to  all  liie  rcj^ulalions  and  restiiiiions 
rclaliiif^  to  the  impijrlatinn  and  export. ition 
tlieroot',  provilcd  in  an  act  p;!<:s(.'d  il;;-  I'fJ'.li 
year  of  his  Majcstv's  rei!:;n,  entitled,  "  An  act 
tor  repcaUng  llie  duties  on  tob.tcco  and  sniifV. 
and  for  gran  Uag  new  duties  in  lieu  thereof;" 
and  in  another  act,  passed  the  1  jih  year,  with 
the  same  title.  By  tiidse  acts,  tobacco  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain,  whctlicr  in  British 
or  American  bottoms,  niay  be  warehoused  free 
of  expence  on  the  importer's  own  bond  i'or  pav- 
liient  of  ilie  duties  v.irhin  IG  niontii?,  and  if 
within  that  time  the  t..naie  is  taken  out  for  re- 
exportation, the  bond  is  cancelled  without  pay- 
ment of  any  duty  whatever;  but  if  it  is  tai^en 
out  for  honie-coivjumjition,  it  is  then  subject  to 
the  t'uU  duties  pavahle  i)y  lav,-,  which  duties  are 
6-20d.  customs  and  Is.  Id.  excise,  making  in 
the  whole.  Is.  7d.  20  sterling  per  pound,  i/il-- 
jcct  also  ifiynjwrfcdiii  A/iic/icaii  vcssc/s.  It.. del. 
the  100  poniid,  or  7-l()!hs  of  a  farthing  per 
pound,  and  averaging  hogsheads  at  IlOOib. 
(which  is  Ijelieved  to  be  nearer  the  trudi  than 
JL'OO,  as  asserted  by  the  Committee)  makes 
I6"s.  (id.  the  hogshead  ;  ssanding  tlius, 
Duty  of  customs  and  exciseon  hogsheads 

imported  in  British  shiji-.     -     -     -     £?,j     i      8 
If  imported  in  American  ships,     -     -    -  3/  17     2 

From  this  statement  it  vvill  be  seen,  first, 
?hat  what  is  called  the  countervailing  duty  on 
tobacco,  instead  of  being  10  per  cent,  on  the 
duties,  as  it  might  have  been  by  the  treaty,  and 
■^vhich  in  place  of  l()s.  (id.  would  have  amount- 
ed to  1.  S-14-2,  per  hogshead,  falls  some  frac- 
tions short  of  1  per  cent.  Secondly,  That  this 
duty  is  only  paid  by  the  purciiasers  for  home 
consumption;  that  is,  the  luiglish  tobacconist 
advances  the  dulv,  Vv  hich  is  ultimately  paid  by 
the  confHmier.  Tliirdly,  That  the  exj)0rted  to- 
bacco from  Great  Britain  pays  no  duty  at  all. 
Aud  here  it  may  be  observed  that  all  tlhng.  be- 
ing equal,  that  tobacco  \vill  have  the  preference 
for  exportation,  which  is  entitled  to  the  draw- 
back, thus  leaving  the  British  imported  tobacco 
for  home  consum[)tion,  and  givuig  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  American  ;  on  the  wliole  it  is  be- 
lieved and  it  is  calculated  by  those  most  con- 
versant with  this  subject,  tliat  three  hogsheads 
in  four  will  be  re-exported,  so  that  three- 
i'ourths  of  the  tobacco  is  not  even  affected  bv 
tlie  countervailing  duty  ;  400  hogsheads,  as 
slated  bv  the  Committee,  may  be  taken  as  tlie 
average  l)urden  of  ships  ;  100  only,  we  have 
.'^een,  are  subject  to  the  countervailing  duty, 
\vhich  at  His.  6d.  the  hogshead,  is  82l.  10s.  or 
'ifJo'  dollars  (itj-ion  cents,  more  on  a  cargo,  if 
imported  in  Am*  rican,  than  imported  in  British 
liott(tms,  instead  of  between  fifteen  and  .-jixleen 
hundred  dollars.  Thus  then  we  sec,  that  the 
amazing  duty  on  tobacco,  which  has  been 
niaEuitied  to  an  amount  too  enormous  to  be 
borne  or  even  looked  at  with  patience,  appears, 
on  examination,  to  be  too  trilling  to  ha\e  any 
effect  on  the  mind  ot  the  purchaser  j  not 
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enough  to  outweigh  the  difference  of  dif- 
ferent samples. 

Tlic  rcjcrt  next  states,  that  '•  Rice,  when 
inl})r^rted  mto  Great  Britain  in  an  American 
ship,  is  charged  wit.'  a  duty  of  eightpence 
S-lOihs  sterling  per  hundred  weight  more  than 
when  imp(yrted  in  a  Briii.h  shi]);  this  extra 
"ut\-  amounts  on  a  tierce  of  rice,  to  about 
■Js.  ()(1.  sterliiig ;  the  freight  of  a  tierce  of  rice 
m.-'N  he  eslimated  at  12s.  stcrliiig.  No  person 
vmH  gi\e  I.'js.  r)d.  in  an  American,  when  he 
can  iia\e  the  same  carried  for  12s.  in  a  Britisli 
ship."  Here  we  have  the  same  charge  to  make 
against  the  Connnitree  as  in  the  two  preceding- 
articles,  that  they  have  presented  so  lame  and 
partial  a  view  of  the  subject,  as  is  calculated  to 
mi  dead  th(jsc  who  are  not  already  conversant. 
'.\-iih  the  business. 

By  the  7th  article  of  the  British  statute  of 
July  1797.  it  i''  pro\idetl  that  any  rice,  being 
tiie  giowth  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
be  imported  from  thence  into  Great  Britain, 
may  be  Uinded  in  certain  enumerated  ports,  and 
v.-arehoused  under  the  joint  locks  of  his  Ma- 
jestv  and  the  importer,  in  such  -vvarehouscs  as 
siudl  be  approved  of  bv  tiie  commissioners  of 
customs,  free  of  duly,  unless  it  shall  afterwards 
be  taken  out  for  home  consumption,  in  which 
case  tlie  rice  is  liable,  previously  to  its  being 
taken  out  of  the  Vr-archouse,  to  the  full  duties 
payable  by  law  on  British  imported  rice,  and 
also  to  the  countervailing  duty,  which,  as  ap- 
pears from  inspection  of  the  table,  is  consider- 
ably under  the  10  per  cent.  But  it  is  impor- 
tant to  observe,  tiiat  when  the  article  is  in  the 
greatest  demand,  and  consequently  when  it 
will  command  the  greatest  price,  which  hap- 
pens not  unfrequently,  it  is  admitted  entirely 
d-(lj/  free. 

Again,  "  Pot  and  pearl  ashes  pay  a  coun- 
teirailing  duty  of  2d.  14-I5th3  the  hundred 
weight.  A  cask  of  ashes  contains  about  three 
lumdred  weight  :  the  extra  duty  on  that  by  an 
American  ship  will  be  nine-pence  per  barrel — 
the  fniglit  of  such  barcl  is  presumed  to  be  js. 
or  5s.  6'd.  sterling  in  time  of  peace  ;  a  difference 
of  nine-pence  sterling  per  barrel  -will  etlecfually 
give  the  carriage  to  British  siiips  of  all  the  ashes 
exported  from  the  United  States  to  Great  Bri- 
tain." 

The  Committee  are  undoubtedly  correct  in 
point  of  fact,  as  far  as  they  go,  (except  that  in- 
stead of  ,-3s.  or  js.  Od.  it  should  be  7s.  (id.  or  8s.) 
but  their  statement  is  mateiialiy  defective,  and 
their  conclusion  altogether  erroneous.  Sup- 
pose two  ships  in  the  port  of  London  of  250 
tons  each,  and  capable  of  carrying  say  1500 
bbls.  the  one  American,  the  other  British,  and 
botii  up  for  freight,  and  a  merchant  wanted  to 
get  brought  from  the  United  States  a  cargo  of 
pot  or  pe.irl  ashes.  The  British  ship,  by  not 
being  liable  to  tiie  countervallii-ig  duty  on  her 
return  home,  would  save  her  nine-pence  ster- 
ling per  barrel  on  her  ashes,  or  about  140  dol- 
lars on  the  whole  cargo  ;  bnt  as  they  have 
each  to  bring  out  a  cargo  of  English  goods  on 

which 
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which  the  duties  amount  to  50,000,  as  is  soine- 
limes  the  case,  the  American  ship,  as  an  ofi'sct 
to  the  140  Slivers,  the  countenail  at  London, 
pays  a  less  duty  here  than  her  compuliior,  hy 
5,0J0  doHars.  Tliis  observati(jn  will  ;<ul)stan'- 
tiaily  apply  \o  .Coitoii,  and  the  other  articles 
at'icruards  mentioned.  It  u-ould  be  th.e  same 
thing  if  the  first  voyage  Avas  made  from  ilic 
United  States  to  Great  Briuiin,  Tieallv  it  p'r- 
plexes  us  not  a  little  to  comprehend  the  force 
of  tlie  C'ommittee's  conclusion,  that  suirerinp 
the  counteivail  to  remain  on  botii  these  \(:.Si|3, 
^vould  ePfeelually  give  the  carriasj  to  the  British 
ships  of  a!!  ihc  ashes  exported  from  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain. 

"  The  Committee  take  leave  to  refer  the 
House  to  a  table  of  duties  iuiposv'd  by  Great 
Britain,  on  goods  iniportcd  in  American  and 
3:}rilisli  ships,  uhich  was  printed  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  is  herewith  exhil)ited." 
We  do  the  same  thing,  and  tlien  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  single  out  an  article,  if  they  can,  on 
which  the  countervail  exceeds  '•  10  jjcr  cent, 
on  the  produce  and  amount  of  the  several  du- 
ties of  customs  due  and  payable  by  law  on  the 
importation  of  the  like  goods  and  merchandize 
from  the  United  States  in  British-built  ships 
or  vessels,"  A;ul  if  they  cannot,  all  their 
complaints  are  utterly  groundless. 

The  Committee  next  tells  us,  that  "  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  by  a  statute, 
bearing  date  the  7th  of  Mav  1802,  lias  im- 
j)osed  new  and  additional  du:ies  on  certain  ar- 
ticles, the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,"  and  as  this  of  course  raises 
the  countervail,  they  think  proper  to  say, 
"adds  fu^rthcr  to  the  injunj  aheadv  sustained 
by  .  American  ships  carrying  such  airticles." 
Surely  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that  each 
nation,  whenever  it  deems  it  expedient,  is  not 
at  liberty  to  increase  its  own  revenue,  regard- 
less of  the  rise  of  the  countervail  on  the  other 
nation-  The  Committee  seem  to  forget,  that 
since  tlic  treaty  we  also  have  laid  additional  du- 
ties, and  of  course  have  raised  the  countervail 
upon  them  ;  and  therefore,  if  it  is  an  injuiy 
on  one  side,  it  is  also  an  iiijunj  on  the  other. 

"  The  Committee  take  leave  further  to  state. 
That  bv  the  same  statute  of  Great  Britain,  of 
the  7th  of  May  last,  a  duty  of  one  half  percent, 
is  imposed  on  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize, (of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain)  on  their  exportation  to  any  port  in 
Europe,  or  within  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and 
of  one  per  cent,  on  similar  goods  when  export- 
ed to  any  place  not  being  in  Europe,  or  within 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  thus  subjecting  the 
United  States  to  a  duty  on  exports  double  that 
which  is  paid  by  the  nations  of  Europe.  This 
discrimination  your  Committee  believe  to  be 
in  contradiclion  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaties 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain." 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  statute 
here  referred  to  in  this  city,  but  we  may,  how- 
ever, observe,  that  according  to  the  Conanit- 
tee's  oivn  shewing,  in  Barr  phraseology,  •'  hcrt 


has  been  nothing  like  a  violation  of  the  tr.-aty, 

nor   any    cnii/ritdic/inti   of  its   spirit."      Tlie 

treaty  relates  exclnsivelv  to  duties  on  rmporlU' 

tioiix ;  it  neither  mentions  nor  refers  tO  <\ri)nr~ 

t(i/i(,r/  duties;   if  it  had,  it  would  have  been 

the  lirst  time  we  brlieve  that  two  nations,  ever 

by  treaty  stipulated  with  each  other  that  tlicy 

i  would  or  would  not  lav  c.vportnficn  duties  on 

I  ihi'ir    own    goixis,     irnrcs,    or   •mcrcf/midirc, 

j  xvhich,  in  fact,  is  neither  more  nor  less  tliaii 

I  la'.ing  a  home-tax,  and  collecting  it  in  the  se- 

I  VLral  ports,  as  the  most  convenient  and  eortaiix 

way  of  getting  it  in.     Jjcsldes,  as  this  export- 

1  tax  relates  equalb'   to  British    as  to  Americaii 

j  bott(uns  going  out  of  i-'urope,  and  bears  just 

as  hard  on  the   British  colonies  as  on  us,   we 

i  see  no  [)ro;)riety  In  calling  it  a  discriniiiiatiou. 

\  l'I'Iic  argiiincnts  u.'vanced  by  this  writer,  and  the 
conclusions  he  \va<^  druv/n  from  them,  arc  sup- 
pori(;d  Ly  tl.c  i.'llowing  iniportunt  documents, 
being  n\crnori:d.s  to  Ctmgress  from  the  Merchants 
of  FlnladAphla  and  Ne-.v  Tori,  against  the  repeal 
of  the  discriminating  duties. — Presented  Jan.  4, 
1803.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprc?entati\es 
of  the  Uni  ed  Slates. — The  Memorial  of  the 
Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce —  Respcct- 
fidly  shcweih,  Tiiat  the  acts  of  Congress^  .cu- 
titled  "  An  i\ct,  imposing  duties  on  the  tou- 
"  nage  of  ships  and  vessels,"  and  *'  An  Act, 
making  turlher  provision  for  the  debts  of  the 
Lnited  Slates,"  passed  in  the  vear  17fHJ,  have 
been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  con.se- 
quences  to  the  trade  of  the  United  States-,  by 
increasing  the  shipping  thereof  to  an  amount 
snOicient  for  the  carriage  of  all  our  productions 
intended  for  exportation,  and  of  all  foreign  ar- 
ticles necessary  for  our  home  consumjjtion. 

Iin])ressed  \vith  a  conviction  of  the  necessity 
of  these  laws  for  the  proleetiou  of  our  naviga- 
tion, your  memorialists  feel  great  alarm  for  the 
proposition  of  their  repeal,  which  they  are  in- 
formed is  no\v  under  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  experience  of  twelve  years  has  proved 
their  elRcacy.  The  importation  of  foreign 
merchandize  is  secured  to  our  own  vessels,  and 
employs  a  great  amount  of  tonnage ;  and,  al- 
though the  countervailing  duties  of  Great  Bri- 
tain rnav  give  to  the  ships  of  that  nation  a  pre- 
ference in  the  carriage  of  a  few  articles  from 
America,  yet,  so  long  as  the  import  trade  is 
carried  on  in  our  own  vessels,  we  shall  retain 
by  far  the  greatest  share  of  the  export  trade. 

The  repeal  of  the  countervailing  duties  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  will  not  compensate 
us  for  allowing  them  a  participation  in  our  im- 
port trade.  The  duties  on  most  of  the  articles 
im|)orted  into  Great  Britain  from  America  are 
so  low,  that  the  addition  of  ten  per  cctu.  will 
not  enable  them  toenterinto  competition  with 
vessels  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  return 
freights;  but  should  the  acts  of  179O  be  re- 
pealed, the  ships  of  Great  Britain  will  be  per- 
mitted to  bring  to  the  United  Stales  the  pro- 
ducts and  luiinufactures  of  all  countries;  whilst 
Y  y  y  2  b^ 


2056 


AMERICAN  AFFAIRS. 


2057 


by  the  operation  of  their  navigation  act  we 
shall  be  rt;strictf(i  in  our  trade  to  that  nauon, 
to  the  carnage  of  ^ootis,  the  p;ro\vih  or  manu- 
facture of  our  own  conntrv  onlv.  Nor  wili  a 
repeal  of  the  act  alludtd  to  give  to  Great  Bri- 
tuin  alone  the  advantages  we  have  uientinned  ; 
tliey  will  he  enjoyed  by  other  nations,  whose 
vessels  will  be  all.Qued  all  the  privilegci  of 
American  built  ships,  without  an  equivalent 
on  their  pari. 

Your  memorialists  bcliev.  that  laws  for  the 
rrolcction  of  Amcricaa  built  vessels,  owned 
by  American  citizens,  arc  equally  advantageous 
to  the  agricultural,  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial interests.  Plnced  at  a  great  distance 
from  Europe,  we  may  hope  we  shall  seldom 
he  involved  in  the  wars  which  so  often  afllict 
that  portion  of  the  globe,  and  oiu-  experience 
for  several  years  past  demonstrates  the  advan- 
tages enjoyed  by  a  neutral  mtion,  ].osscssinLi: 
Jhe  means  of  cxj)(!rling  iti  own  nirrcluuKii/.e  in 
its  own  vessels. 

Beleviag  that  a  repeal  of  the  laws  before 
mentioned  will  discourage  ship-building,  (de- 
prive our  country  of  the  profits  at  p/reseni  de- 
rived from  the  employment  of  Ameiican  ves- 
sels, and  again  make  us  dependent  on  foreign 
nations  for  the  cxportaiioTi  of  tlie  pr(-ducl.s  of 
pur  soil,  _vau?  ;uemc;rialists  pra>;  that  the  said 
laws  may  not  be  repealed. 

\_Prfsrrit I'd  January  24,    1S0.3.] 

TO  TIJE  HON.  THE  SEN'ATK  AND  HOUSE  OF 
REPRESENTATIVES  OF  TUK  UNITED  STATES 
THE  MEMORIAL  OF  THE  CHAMr.ER  OF  COM- 
MERCE OF  THE  CITY  OT  NEW  YORK,  RE- 
SPECTFULLY SHEWS, 

That  your  memorialists  view  with  much  alarm 
the  renewal  of  an  qtteinpt  to  repeal  i!;e  ?a:\^ 
making  discrimination  between  American  and 
Joreign  duties  on  im;jorls  and  tonnage,  ;;iid 
pray  leave  to  submit  to  t))e  consideration  of 
Congress  the  follov.  ing  objections  ; 

1st,  It  will  diminish  the  revenue  to  an 
amount,  which,  taking  past  vears  as  the  guide, 
would  iiQt  be  less  than  460,000  dollars  per 
Annum. 

l?dly,  It  will  eisent'ally  injure  the  conniierce 
pf  the  United  States,  as"  its  effect  will  be  bv 
opening  the  market  for  freight  to  the  lowes't 
bidder,  to  shift  the  carrying  trade  from  the 
hands  of  pur  qwa  njerchauts  into  those  of  fo- 
reigners. This,  your  memorialists  belie\c, 
will  appear  from  thi?  following  considerations  : 

1st,  J.-"oreigners  buiU  their  vessels  much 
cheaper  than  v/e  can  do.  From  actual  calcu- 
lation, it  is  found  that  a  vessel,  built  of  J'^uro- 
pean  oali,  and  equal  tq  those  built  of  our  live 
mk,  (u'hich  besides  is  nearly  exhausted)  cogts, 
when  equipped  for  sea,  at  the  rcite  qf  36  stivers 
'2b  cents,  per  top  ;  and  if  built  in  Finland,  of 
iheir  fjr,  of  which  thev  have  abundance,  equal 
m  duration  to  our  common  oak,  and  fitted  for 
.sea  in  the  same  manner,  sh.e  willcost  at  the 
{•ate  of  )()  stivers  per  ton  ;  while  the  American 
Vessels,  bnilt  pf  our  common  oak,  and  not  so 
^eil  equipped,  will  cost  at  the  rate  of  from  40 


stivers  to  45  stivers  per  ton  ;  but  if  built  of  live 
oak  and  cedar,  -"he  will  cost  at  the  rate  of  from 
50  stivers  to  55l.  per  ton. 

-d!y,  'i'he  miUerials  composing  equipment, 
such  as  iron,  hcinp,  sail  cloth,  Uc.  bcv.  areall 
cheaper  abroad  tlia;i  they  are  here,  and  the  price 
of  labour  for  wmking  ihein  is  supposed  'o  be 
50  per  cent,  l-^'ss  there  liian  m  ihe  L'niied 
States. 

.'klly,  Forcic!;ner§  navigate  cheaper.  Seamen's 
uages  are  lo\ver,  and  man-  of  their  o  -vs 
CDjisist  ^.f  ai  prentices  wi;hout  \.ages.  The 
aprrenfice  act  of  Great  Britain  reuflcrs  it  in-r 
cumben'.  on  e\erv  owner  or  mas'.-;  ot  r  vessel 
to  take  w.  h  him  a  certain  num!". .  of  a;  p-?n- 
iices,  and  ihis  tlu-y  iind  so  advnntagcors,  :hat 
thev  frerp^iently  double  rr  treble  thai  i7".ad)erj 
more  espccialb.;  vessels  iVom  tl;e  north  of  Eng- 
land. Fvery  merchant  engaged  in  coniraerrc 
knows  that  the  Hollanders,  Hamhuivhera, 
Dime-,  Sv.'cdes,  &'•-.  lVc.  m;ni  il.tir  \esse!s 
u  it:i  a  stiil  greater  pr<ipc.tio:i  of  apprentices  ; 
and  in  the  cheajroeiS  oi'  their  living,  cloathin,^, 
c'^^c.  &;c.  thev  have  a  vevv  .materia!  advantage 
(v,er  tlie  ^es..e!s  f)f  the  United  St;ues. 

Tluis  it  appears  that  foreigners  cari  build 
cheaper,  aiul  ^aii  tlieir  \\.?se]s  cheaper  than  we 
can  ;  and  it  mav  l)e  added,  .hat  Eurr'T)eans  arc 
'ienerallv  s;ni;!-t_d  with  ;^  less  gain  than  the 
.\im-rican  ni'-rc  iiant  cai!  afloi'd  to  receive. 

I.astlv,  Although  it  has  been  said,  that  for 
u'.  to  nieit  ihi;  advance  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  repeal  our  countervailing  acts, 
\vould  j)!ace  tlie  two  nations  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing, yet  your  memorialists  conceive,  that  while 
Great  Britain  retains  herpresent  navigation  act, 
this  would  be  very  wide  of  the  truth.  Vv'e  on 
our  ))art  should  tjins  permit  Great  Britain  to 
liring  bi'her  not  onh;  got ds  the  growth  or  ma- 
nufacture of  thai  eountrv,  l:ut  of  all  others, 
^vhilc  on  her  part,  by  the  navigation  act  we 
have  just  referred  to,  we  shall  be  expressly  con- 
iincd  to  the  carriage  of  goods,  the  growth  or 
inanufltclure  of  the  United  Slates.  To  this 
may  be  added,  that  Bri;ish  vessels  would  then 
brinu;a  en -go  from  iheir  own  country  to  this, 
take  a  freight  here  io  tlieir  cohmics,  \\here  our 
vessels  are  not  admitted,  and  from  thence  ;i 
third  freight  home,,  making  thus  three  freights 
in  one  \ovage.  The  value  of  the  importation 
cargoes  is  so  much  greater  than  the  value  of  our 
exj^orlation  dutiable  cargoes,  that  the  extra  du- 
ties jxiid  l)v  tht'  foreigner  are,  in  many  cases, 
equal,  and  in  some  cases  more  than  equal,  to 
tlie  wdiole  freight ;  so  that  the  acts  which  are 
now  proposed  to  be  abolished,  operate  nearly  as 
a  prohibition  to  the  foreigner,  and  leave  r.s.  In 
a  manner,  ^vithout  competitors  in  pur  own 
market. 

After  all  that  has  been  said,  it  hardly  needs 
to  be  added,  that  if  our  ports  are  thrown  open 
to  foreign,  on  the  same  terms  %vith  our  own, 
vessels,  as  bv  tliis  repeal  is  contemplated,  (for 
it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  confine  the  measure 
to  tb.e  British,)  they  will  croud  our  wharves, 
unt^erbid  our  freight,  monopolize  the  markets, 

and 
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.ind  leave  the  American  vessels  idly  to  rot  in 
our  docks.  Your  iiiemoriali.ls  have,  there- 
fore, nc  hesitation  in  declaring,  tluu  in  their 
opinion  this  m-aturc  will  be  a  fatal  blow  to  tlu; 
Aiii'-'rican  carrying  trade. 

It  wcLild  be  easy  to  show  in  the  detail  that 
this  nould  in  its  oonseijue^ccs  pr'vc  extremely 
iiijfrious  to  he  agricultural  and  tiic  nieelianical 
.c1;l  ses  ol  on;  citizens.  A  few  sreneral  obser- 
vations only  ^vill  he  indulged. 

Isi,  As  "to  the  as2;ricnltural. — Although,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  freiujhl  is  paid  by  ihe consum- 
er, and  therefbte  it  may  be  said  it  is  iinniatcrial 
to  t;  e  farir.cr  lunv  high  or  how  low  it  may  he, 
ycl  this  is  not  the  case  when  the  demand  ceases 
or  slackens;  it  then  falls  back  on  the  lusband- 
inan.  But  to  transfer  our  carrying  trade  to  io- 
reignc':,  wiil  be  to  lessen  vcrj- much  Uic  chance 
of  the  (If-mand.  The  active  enterprize  of  tlie 
Amcriraa  merchant  is  constantly  looking 
abroad  to  everv  part  of  the  world  for  a  piarket, 
ond  il'  it  is  anv  \\iiere  to  be  tbimd,  or  li'  there 
is  oi/iv  a  r-'avonable  presumption  that  it  maybe 
found,  the  farmer  meets  with  a  ready  vent  for 
his  ])roducc.     Pcrh.aps  the  calculatifins  of  the 


ON  THE  CULTIVATION  AND  MA-^rUPACTURE  O.F 
COTTON  IN  AMERICA. 

[The  following  Essay  was  originally  published  in  the 
Philadch'hid  Aurora.  The  author  cf-arly  poiuu 
out  the  propriety  of  cstahilsTiing  some  branches  of 
n^imufacture  i:i  the  Uii:t;d  .States,  for  the  con- 
sumption of  pr.rt  of  the  sfujilc  coir.niodities  of  the 
couiitry.  After  a  comparison  of  ail  Lho  ditTerent 
branches  which  ni-iy  Ij  pursued,  lie  gives  the 
preference  to  tluit  of  CoUon,  which,  from  various 
causes,  he  proves  might  be  carried  on  v.ith  great 
advantage  to  America.]  i'" 

TO  THE   GOVTiRNMENTS    OF    THE    UNITED'"' 
ST.\TES  OT  AMERICA. 

Enquiries  which  respect  the  internal  econo- 
my of  our  country  are  of  a  pectJiar  importance 
to  a  nation  without  transmarine  dominions, 
and  which  was  born  and  educated  under  the 
instructions  and  regimen  of  an  Kurojiean  jki- 
rent.  It  was  not  'till  after  the  lapse  ol  fonrtceu 
years  from  tlic  period  of  sej-araticm,  that  we  be- 
came united  in  that  system  of  civil  jjolity  (dif- 
ferent from  e\crv  anei-r,t  or  modern  plan) 
which  we  enjoy  at  this  iiu\e. — It  was  ni)t  tiU 
after  a  lon2;cr  term  that  we  freed  the  American 


jnercliant  may  be  disap'pointed,  and   he  CAcn  j  mind  from   the  influences   of  tlie  principles  of 
ruined  ;    vet    ttvc   misfortune  readies    not  the  |  the   ecclesiastical   cshihlis/niiatf^i   (ind   i/a/iln- 


farmer,  he  has  the  SL:.fn.c  benefit  of  a  good  mar- 
ket. But  should  the  American  vessels  once 
(disappear,  he  must  then  lie  entirely  at  th.e 
niercv  of  chance-adventurers  for  a  market ;  and 
whet'i  the  demand  is  not  very  great,  the   price 


//OW.S-,  whicii  predominate  in  fact  or  by  law  in 
the  tliiee  kingdoms,  iu  union  with  v,  liich  we 
commer.ccdour  being.  Ttie  commercial  spirit 
of  tliose  kingdoms  passed  over  to  us,  occasioned 
our  eves  to  be  long  sltut  to  tlie  important  truth. 


of  the  freight  will  be  deducted  from  the  ariiclc  iluit  i/ir  aeric/il/unil  z,\'/rrr.v/  ^vas  the  most  inj- 
itself.  All  this  must  necessarily  tend  esscniiallv  portant  In  our  country.  Blinded  by  the  same 
to  lessen  the  value  of  the  farmer  s  produce.  cause,  ue  did  not  perceive  that  wc  were  capalile 


2dly,  As  to  the  mechanics. — That  numerous 
class  of  mechanics,  who  are  connected  wit!i 
ship-building,  tlie  carpenter,  the  blacksmith, 
jhe  sail-maker,  tlie  rope-maker,  Ike.  &c.  will 
of  course  be  deprived  of  employment ;  their 
labour  will  neither  lie  wanted  nor  paid  for. 

To  conclude. — Our  ships  being  thus  banish- 
ed from  our  shores,  we  shall  no  longer  furnish 
a  nursery   for  our  seamen,  but  that   \aluahle 


of  the  useful  arts  and  trades,  though  necessary 
and  profitable  manufactures  had  grow^n  .up 
among  us  as  spontaneously  as  ttie  trees  oi  our 
forests. 

America  has  ever  proiiied  bv  deliberate  oiid 
calm  self-examination, and  no  disquisitions  have 
tended  rnorc  to  her  honour  and  prosperity  than 
tliose,  whicli  have  been  calculated  to  produce 
a  conduct  grounded  on  ihr  nuti'.rc  and  circuru- 


class  of  citizens  will  be  driven  to  seek  for  their    stances  oj  tkhnis  at  lio/nr. 


bread  in  other  countries,  and  in  any  future  Eu- 
ropean wars  which  may  happen,  and  which 
are  constantly  liable  to  happen,  we  shall  f.nd 
(oursehes  without  .seamen  or  ships  to  avail  our- 
.selves  of  that  neutral  position,  which  reflection 
jud  experieiice equally  warrant  us  in  calculating 
iqMjn,  as  one  of  the  blessings  allied  to  our  re- 
mote and  secure  situation. 

On  tiie  whole,  your  memorialists  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  the  belief  with  which 
they  aie  strongly  impressed,  that  to  repeal  the 
discriminating  laws  which  ha\e  operated  so 
happily  to  increase  our  navigation  and  com- 
inerce,  would  be  a  measure  highly  prejudicial 
to  various  and  important  interests  in  the  coin- 
miuiity,  detrimental  to  the  revenues  of  the 
country,  and  in  a  national  point  of  view,  ex- 
tremely imj)olitic.  They  therefore  pray  that 
Jhe  rej)ealicay  not  ta::c  place. 


It  is  now  seventeen  years  since  the  course  of 
those  enquiries  led  us  to  enter  upon  the  subject 
of  the  MANUiAcruPi%c;  branches  of  trade, 
in  more  form  and  willi  as  much  zeal  as  at  any 
former  jieriod.  Th.e  ad^aneement  of  the  manu- 
fictures  of  the  iiistrnnicnts  oj'dij'oirc,  cf  paper,- 
books,  maps,  prints,  and  other  thin;;s  instru- 
mental to  useful  knowledge  and  science,  qf 
household  fabrics,  of  the  implements  of  agri- 
cukure,  navigation,  and  the  useful  trades,  of 
every  description  of  furniture  and  carriages,  of 
sugar,  snuff  and  tobacco,  of  malt  and  spirituous 
liquors,  &c.  Szc.  evince  the  beneficial  conse- 
qucnpes. 

The  oljject  of  this  address  is  to  pursue  do- 
incst'ic  cncptirij — to  jiursue  It  in  relation  to  home 
mitniifacturcs — to  pursue  it  with  a  view  to  the 
(idojition  (j)erh(tps)  of  u  new  principie  of  pub- 
tic  conduct.  To  this  end  a  question  is  pro- 
posed to  be  respectfully  suhnnlicd  to  the  feileial 
and  state  "■ovevnmcnts. 
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•'  JJ'Jieiher  fhc  JJuhcd  Sluics-  maij  not  sufcbj 
"  and  projifally  make  an  c.vpcrinuvil  of  well 
"  devised  and  ompLde  cncnuTci^emtiilii  to  some 
"  ojte  branch  of  Americuri  mani'Juctu,  es  ;  w.d 
*'  tohut  that  ircnch  should  he  ?" 

Maiiv  of  the  most  early  and  zealous  frieiifls 
«jf  American  manufactures  h:ivc  hithcrio  re- 
iVaiiied  Iroin  suggesting  that  the  [■■rociuetions  of 
our  domesxic  arts  and  iradt'L-  shi);iid  be  iicufraihj 
encouraged  by  high  deities  on  the  iui])orliit!on 
of  foreign  rival  goods.  Tliey  l:avc-  I'earetl  to 
in)|-ede  thc'nnproi'evicntf  of  the  conrttri/  by  ex- 
ecs ^ivl;  duties  on  foreign  articles  used  in  build- 
ing houses, stores, mills, iS.:c.  'i'hey  have  feared  to 
Jinjiede  the  progress  of  kitcieled^c  by  excessive 
duties  on  foreign  books,  and  the  instruments  of 
science.  Tiiey  have  feared  to  burthen  the  poor, 
the  young  beginners,  the  iaduslrlnits,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  bv  excessive  duties  on 
foreign  manufactu.red  goods, _/(■);•  their  clothing, 
furniture,  and  general  consuniption.  'I'he  best 
I'ri'-nds  of  American  manufactures  have  feared 
that  high  general  duties  might  embarrass  or 
derange  our  finances  and  public  credit,  by  af- 
fecting fair  and  free  importation.  They  have 
pruriently  respected  the  doubts  of  many  of  our 
fello'.v-citizcns  about  our  interest  in  niam/fac- 
tures,  and  our  abilities  to  jr,odiice  t!;vi)i.  They 
liave  been  uncertain  about  the  acquisition  ot 
foreign  macliinerv,  mauuiacturing  secrets,  and 
nrtizans.  Thev  have  seen  the  possibility  that 
foreign  trade  laws  might  besofratned  as  entire- 
Iv  to  prevent  the  importation  of  the /)rr//;crr.v/ 
ra-.v  materials,  'ihey  have  feared  that  too 
manv  of  our  farmers  might  be  diverted  from 
agriculture  to  manufactures.  Other  objectioiis 
have  occurred,  and  the  moderr.tion,  jirudencc, 
and  candour  of  liie  friends  of  American  manu- 
factures have  chearfuily  yielded  to  ever\  rea- 
sonable doubt,  and  toeverv  fair  argument,  in  its 
lull  weight. 

It  lias  happened,  h.owQver,  that_/'o;-  the  mere 
purposes  r.f  revenue,  an  impost  has  been  laid 
upon  all  foreign  rival  ivamifectarcs.  Thisim- 
])Ost  has  been  graduallv  increased  from  5  to  7 
\'2  10  and  12  1-2  per  cent,  which,  last  is,  at 
this  lime,  the  lowest  rate  of  duty.  It  is  also 
true,  that./'o/'  the  proper  and  dt chrcd  ev.cou- 
ragcment  (f  certain  munifnctnre'!.  additions  to 
the  lowest  rate  of  dutv  have  bci n  made  of 
C  1-2,  .5,  and  7  1-2  j-er  cent,  so  that  varior.s 
Asnerican  manufactures  are  encouraged  by 
duties  on  the  foreign  riua!  cnm.modities  of 
2  1-2,  15,  17  i-2  and  20  per  cent.  Besides 
these,  there  are  iniport  duties  upon  particular 
articles,  which  are  at  higher  rates.  Tiie  duties, 
for  example,  of  S  cents  per  gallon,  on  all  fcr- 
mented  malt  llriuors,  and  20  cent?  per  gallon 
oti  distilled  srain  ;  spirits  6  1-2  to  9  cents  per 
Ih.  on  refined  sugars;  50  cents  per  dcz.  on 
wool  and  cotton  cards  ;  400  cents  per  cwt.  on 
the  twine  and  pack-threads  ;  25  cents  per  pair 
on  ?hocs;  2  ce  its  per/i'.  on  soap  and  candles  ; 
10  cents  and  22  cents  per  /'•.  on  manufactured 
tobacco  and  "^uuff,  &:c.  &e. 


Under  thc?e  gradual,  moderate  and  ^n?deiig 
encouragements  commenced  hy  the  .St.ites  be- 
fore 178f),  and  pursued  since  by  the  f-dcral  go- 
vernment, a  scene  ot  domestic  u-ia-iufactureSy 
relli-cting  honour  upon  the  inf,e;:nal  economy 
of  the  United  State';,  and  grtatlv  Fcdounding  tr> 
their  benetit,  has  imperceptibly  arisen.  Wi 
hazard  once  more  a  revised  skeidi  of  liicm,  and 
u|)on  mature  reflection,  \vz  are  not  disposed  ta 
doul)t  the   ceMTCctness  of  the  intcr^'sliw^  sum 

trfcil. 

An  atlcinpl  to  csthrat:  certain  American  tr.jmfjcturcx^ 

Rfncd  sugar,  of  all  kinds,     -         I>i(llars 

Sliyeinakerb"  manufactures, 

l4:itters"  ditto,         .         -         -         . 

Carriages  fur  ptc.isurc,  including  rcp;iirs 
witliin  the  year,  .         -         . 

Carriag-ts  for  tvork,  includiag  like  repairs, 

All  leathern  yoods,  exclusive  of  slioer., 
b<;ots,  slippers,  and   car.riap;c  leatker, 

Cabinet  v.'ork  of  all  kirids,  fran^iing  pic- 
tures, and  compositions, 

Gold  and  silver  plate  and  v.-ares,  and  set 
and  fancy  wo-rk,  -        .-         - 

'iTie  rvholc  of  cwvr  iron  manufactures,  i.i- 
cluding  farraHig  inudements,  cannon, 
nvasqiiets,  steel.  Sic.     -         -         - 

file  whole  of  oej  hemp,  f.n:-:. 


ha. 


I  ,O0O,OCO' 
8,e'00,OOC3- 

i,iZ5,ooo 

500,000 

500,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

500,000 
4,ooo,coc 


wool,  and ;V.h^  ir^hicb  arc  mAnuJjctincd, 

exclusive  of  L^t^,      ■    - 
Beer,  ale,  and  psrtcr,        _         -         - 
Distilled  spirits,  io,oco,ooo  gallons  from 

mekibies,  grain,  fruit,  &c. 
Copperbiiiith's  work,  lead,  pewter,  and 

brass  v/aies,  _  -  -  _ 
Tiiimans'  ditto,  -  -  -  - 
Coopers'  wares,  oak,  pine,  cedar,  &:c. 

for  honif  use,  and  for  o\xv  exports, 
Sl'iips,  boats,  iir.d  oars,  &c.  including  re- 
pairs, .         -         .         -         - 
Earthen,  glass,  and  stone  wares, 
Windsor    chairs,   settees,  and   painted, 

gilt,  and  varr.i-hed  ditto, 
Horn,  ivory,  and  whalebone  manufac- 
tures, _         -         -         -         - 
Starch,  bai:■-pov.■;^,'r,  wafers  and  glue. 
Soap  ard  candle'^,  _         .  - 
VVire-v.'ork,  including  cotton  and  wool 

Wheel-barrows,  liand  ditto,  corn  fans, 

plane  stocks,  machinery,  &c. 
Paper  making,  ir.ciudiiig  hanging's, 
Cnuipowder,  .         .         -         - 

Book  printing,  binding,  and  engraving, 


50,000,000 
500,000 

5,G00,'0OO 

500,000 

200,OQO 
1, 000,00c 

3,ooo,coo 
350,00c 

100,000 

10,000 

50,00c 

3.00,000 

50.000 

50,000 

500,000 

500000 

1,000,000 


Ddlars  50,835,000 

It  is  pot  believed  that  any  item  in  the  preced- 
ing estimate  materially  exceeds  the  truth,  and 
we  are  conjiden!  that  if  all  unnoticed  branches 
were  added,  it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce 
the  total  sum  below  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

If  the  list  shall  be  carefully  examined  it  will 
be  found  that  these  manufactures  give  a  vast — 
an  immense  support  to  our  planters,  farmers, 
.tVeeholders,  and  fishermen,  by  the  demand  for 
our  country  and  fishing  produce,  and  for  build- 
ings, and  that  some  of  them  are  highly  favour- 
able 
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nLlr  to  the  AtffeHcdn'sliip  owi^^^rs,  bv  cmjtlov- 
jng  imported  molasses,  sugars,  skins,  wcxuis, 
d\es,  metals,  hemp,  flax,  woo!,  tdlow,  aiul 
other  raw  m.'\terials  and  inaredients. 

Ar6  we  prepared  to  sacriliee  fjt'/s  Jioble  rii- 
creusilig  l-rancli  of  Antfrican  hidusfri/  ? — Will 
we  suffer  ourselves  to  neglect  it  for  a  moment  ? 
Will  we  not  rather  continue  prudently  to  nurse, 
to  foster,  and  to  encourage  the  useful  arts  and 
manufactures?  Tliere  can  be  but  one  opinion 
— one  reply.  But  it  ought  to  be  the  unani- 
mous endeavour  to  promote  American  manu- 
liictures  ivith  as  luach  dclihfrntion  and  pru- 
<if/ice  as  effect.  Let  us  take  care  not  to  disturb 
out  ncLdsari/  revenues,  not  to  derange  our  jvc// 
ordered  finances,  not  to  impose  imrcnsonuhlc 
burdens. on  the  consumei,  not  to  attempt  ma- 
iiifest  impracluaVilitics,  nut  to  impede  our 
young  iiKjwovements,  and  not  to  aim  at  loo 
fm^i  by  touching  the  s\d;jrct  with  strong  allcr- 
n?Aives  at  too  many  pvl:ils. 

Wc  cannot  at  this  cti^i-,  encourage,  by  addi- 
tional, cucrcasiiig  and  prohihitiirv  duties,  all 
American  manutaetiires,  witliout  producing 
nsost  of  the  evils  w«  liave  held  up,  in  candid 
prudence,  in  this  investigation.  It  is  not  meant 
therefore  to  press  upon  the  public  considera- 
tion, at  this  moment,  any  general  mcdstires  to 
promote  American  manufactures.  It  is  not 
intended  here  to  ask  eccn  the  considtrafion  of 
such  measures  in  favour  of  any  /.t'o  branches  ; 
it  is  merely  wished  that  new  and  proper  pro- 
tections and  encouragement  may  be  considered 
in  reference  to  some  one  single  branch.  No 
■material  or  sudden  diminution  of  our  revenues 
can  be  produced  by  higher  duties  not  very 
slowly  encrcasing  upon  a  single  branch  ;  and 
no  objection  to  a  general  forcing  of  manufac- 
tures more  deserves  to  be  respected  tlian  the 
possible  injuries  to  our  revenue,  finances  and 
public  credit.  These  are  /leecr  to  be  injured — 
iiever  to  be  put  at  hazard.  Let  them  be  for 
ever  protected  by  all  our  prudence,  and  by  per- 
fect good  faith.  But  let  us  proceed  to  select, 
merely  by  way  of  example,  a  single  branch  of 
American  manufactures,  and  apply  to  its  dis- 
cussion our  soundest  principles  and  our  best 
reilcctions. 

The  cotton  mannfaet'ure  of  the  United  States 
of  Amtrica  is  proposed  to  be  encoiu'aged,  ex- 
tended, protected  and  established  bv  all  the 
means  in  our  power.  Being  a  sin  :  le  branch  of 
manufacture^  it  cannot  put  any  large  sum  of 
pres'Ht  revenue  at  hazard.  The  amount  of 
cotton  goods  itnported  is  very  far  uifcrior  to 
that  of  the  icoollca  goods  importetl  ;  it  is  also 
supposed  to  be  considcrablv  inferior  to  the 
value  of  the  linen  goods  imparted.  The  iron 
goods  imported  are  likewise  grfeater  in  value  ; 
the  duties  on  foreign  liquors,  and  fcreign 
sugars  are  much  greater.  As  therefore  the 
present  duties  on  cotton  goods  are  not  even  of 
secondary  consequence  in  our  scale  of  revenue, 
gradual  diminu*ion  of  that  part  of  the  revenue 
could  not  sensibly  atlect  our  resources.  As. 
the  revenue  from  uo  single  aj ticie  cua  derange 


our  treasury  business,  so  this  particular  revenue 
(from  foreign  cotton  goods)  cannot  from  its' 
moderation  be  even  felt;  but  if  we  raise  the 
duty  on  such  goods  from  12  or  15  to  '20  or  25 
j)er  cent,  the  first  year,  the  extra  duty  on  a  /ess 
(juantiiy  imported  may  yield  nearly  an  equal 
revenue.  It  is  respectfully  submitted,  whether 
these  considerations  do  not  obviate  the  objec- 
tions, justly  urged  at  this  time,  against  the  dan- 
gers oi'  laiirei sal  high  proiccting  duties  destroy- 
ing or  deranging  our  impost  revenue. 

'I"he  vast  extent  of  country  which  will  pro- 
duce cotton,  is  a  serious  consideration  to  in- 
duce a  selection  of  it  for  extraordinary  encou- 
ragement. From.the  southern  boundary  to  the 
foriielh  degree  of  north  latitude,  cotton  has 
certainly  been  produced.  It  may  therefore 
proveto  be  worthy  of  the  attention  ofall  our  ci- 
tizens, li\lng  sniuhof  a  line  drawn  from  Tom's 
river,  through  Pliilarlelphia  and  Pittsbury;;  and 
this  invaluable  plant  does  not  refuse  its  increase 
in  light,  weak  and  stony  soils. 

The  wain  fact  arc  of  cotton,  merits  the  uni- 
versal consickration  of  the  American  people, 
because  it  will  render  cotlon-wool  a  permanent 
sfiple  article  of  agriculture  and  trade;  and,  by 
fixing  it  for  ever  upon  that  footing,  will  make 
an  iinjHortant  addition  to  the  variety  of  Ameri- 
can commodities,  and  of  course  to  the  stability 
of  their  prices.  If  all  our  countrymen  were 
employed  in  raising  rice,  tobacco,  v.-heat,  and 
cattle,  those  conunodities  would  often  be  dis- 
tressingly lovv  from  their  redundance  ;  but  if 
half  the  states  shall  raise  tens  of  millions  of 
cotton,  then  \iill  our  wheat,  cattle,  &:c.  sup- 
port much  belter  prices. 

As  the  cotton  manufacture  is  effected  more 
than  any  other  by  labour,  saving  machines,  it 
is  freer  from  the  objection  of  the  dearness  of 
labour  than  any  other;  and  it  is  perfectly  clear,- 
that  tile  dearncss  of  labour  is  an  argument  for 
any  labour-.saving  plan. 

As  there  are  very  few  of  otir  native  citizens 
who  understand  the  cotton  manufact.ure  by 
machines,  the  promotion  of  this  branch  wilt 
not  divert  many  of  our  farmers  frotn  agricul- 
ture. 

We  hare  an  unlimitccr  command  of  the 
powers  of  steam,  horses,  draught  oxen  and 
water,  to  move  our  cotton  machines  and  mills. 

We  have  lately  disengaged  the  powers  of  the 
earth  to  produce  c  tton,  bv  the  discovery  and 
extensive  uscof  a  variety  of  mills  and  machines, 
to  free  the  cotlon-^vO(:l  from  the  cotton-seed. 
Fifty  thousand  c "hilars  have  been  granted  by  a 
.s;ii;:;le  state  to  purchase  the  patent  right  of  n 
cotton-ginning  or  cleaning  machine  witliin  its 
own  jurisulcuon.  This  fact  does  honour  to 
the  wisdom,  spirit  and  fairness  of  South  Ca- 

roiiiia. We  have  obtained  and  possess  the 

common  hand  spinning  jenny,  which  makes 
by  one  person,  Kiale  orfeu;ale,  from  40  to  120 
cotton  threads  at  one  time  ;  also  the  carding 
machine  to  go  by  bond,  horse,  ox,  or  water; 
also  tlie  rovir.g  mncJiIne,  to  reduce  cotton  wool 
into  vopes  or  yaius  of  the  size  of  a  goose  quill  ; 

also 
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also  the  r:M\<\  s;'ii;aing  by  Land  120  fine 
thrciicU  ;  also  l!iv  \vatcf-spinnini>;  machinery  ot 
Aikwria;ht,  lo  si'iri  pcrpL'tually  at  any  mill 
seat.  Wc  also  possess  the  maciiincry  for 
doubling  anil  twisting;  thread,  for  hosiery,  and 
the  British  and  Gerniau  slockinsi-weaver's  | 
looms,  for  makinr;  every  article  of  liosiery,  j 
from  feet-socks  lo  pantaloon;;.  | 

There  have  arrived  ia  the  United  States  from 
Europe,  a  very  considerable  number  ot  eujiiiie 
and  machine  makers,  carders,  spinners,  rovers, 
twisters,  weax'ers,  caUico-[)rinters,  dyer,:,  &c. 
ready  to  work  on  wages  as  moderate  as  tiiey 
received  In  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  oth.er 
parts  of  Europe.  Tncse  persons  want  employ- 
ment la  their  own  proper  lines  of  business. 
Every  man  amono;  them  wlio  succeeds  in  tliis 
country,  will  induce  others  to  foUou-  iiini. 
There  are  iniportant  and  unalterable  circum- 
stances in  the  United  States  to  draw  men  to 
lis,  who  arc  accjuainled  wiih  every  useful  art 
and  manufacture.  Some  of  the  most  obvious 
of  these  are,  perfect  religious  liiierty ;  a  sober 
efjuality  of  civil  rights  ;  the  cheap  and  easy  ac- 
quisition of  freehold  estates  for  residence,  ma- 
nufactories, and  farms;  the  cheapness  of  go- 
rernment,  and  consequent  moderation  of  taxes; 
the  rare  phenomenon  of  a  \oluntary  executive 
and  legislative  reduction  and  aboluion  of  duties 
and  excises  ;  the  non-existence  ot  tyihes,  ex- 
cises, and  national  land-tax;  the  perfect  secu- 
rity of  property  :  the  unitbrm  success  of  nu- 
merous well  intentional  emigrantSj  and  .nir- 
ticularlv  from  Great  Hrilain  and  Ireland,  Ger- 
many,'  France,  Holland,  Sv/itzerlaud,  and 
Sweden.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive,  that 
there  can  be  any  miscalculation,  in  confidently 
relying  upon  every  necessary  acquisition  of  the 
aid  of  foreign  artists  to  conduct  the  American 
cotton  mamifactory,  if  it  shall  be  vigorously 
and  effectually  encouraged  by  law,  when  we 
remember  the  great  numbers  of  useful  and  able 
men,  who  have  come  to  us  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  ministers  of  religion,  instructors  of 
the  rising  generation,  a.!j;ric!ilturists,  lawyers, 
physicians,  m.crchants,  land  and  sea  oflicers, 
manficturers,  mechanirs,  journej.aien,  ma- 
riners, and  labourers  ia  evi.ry  line.  If  we 
have  had  such  extensive  advantages  In  procur- 
ing valu-ible  foreign  emigrants,  who  have  been 
completely  sucee^sf;;!  i'.i  branches  not  con- 
nected v.  Ith  labour  baving  machinery,  can  vye 
doubt  much  more  rapid  and  great  success  in 
branches,  where  tlie  saving  of  labour  by  the 
ingenuity  and  skill  of  one  thousand  hands  will 
yield  them  and  us  the  benefits  of  ten  thou- 
sai:d? 

It  is  favourable  loan  attcmpr  to  establish  the 
cotton  maauiacture,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  foreign  cotton  goods,  which  we  import, 
are  dyed,  stained,  printed,  or  in  some  way 
coloured:  because,  indigo,  woad,  madden, 
various  Ij.ark-;,  and  other  dye-stufl's  are  produced 
in  the  United  States;  and  other  dve-stuffs, 
which  we  do  not  produce,  are  dailv  imported 
from  foreig'.i  countries,  and  reshipt  irui^  itencc 
to  ca'ier  fjrjij;!!  ;i'ar^^. 


In  a;iw;.  n^  Greece  and  Macedonia,  now  cn- 
sla\ed  provmci-S  of  European  Turkey,  tx-venty 
ihxjusand  bales  of  cotton-v.ool,  each  wtighing 
three  hunired  pounds,  are  spun  anauaii  into 
yarns  or  threads,  and  dyed  ■.  lib  their  ovvm  ver- 
million.  The  Greek  and  i\ Macedonian  wome?i 
use  acithtr  (he  gre  ;i  nor  the  small  spinning- 
v/heel,  nor  th;-  iunny,  the  muie,  the  vater 
s;>iiming  mac!iiner\ ,  noi  the  can'i.jg  nor  rov- 
ing niaehinerv.  Tii?v  use  only  the  spindle, 
without  ;mv  addition.  It  is  inipi/ssible  then  to 
doubt,  that  these  states  must  Hicct'ii  i.,  liie 
manufacuire  of  liiLir  own  cotton,  witli  tlie 
powerful  an  !  various  aids  oi'thc  modern  Euro- 
pean la'oour-saving  machinery,,  to  card,  ro\e,- 
spin,  and  rwlst.  \'\"iih  such  aids,  and  with 
all  onr  other  aicans  and  advantages,  we  canuo'i 
fail  to  succeed  in  a  business,  in  which  'he  un- 
happy sar.jccts  of  the  c'vi!  and  religious  des- 
potism of  'J\irkev  have,  ihr  a  series  of  yerrs, 
done  so  tuuch  for  domestic  and  tbreign  con- 
sumpti'm. 

There  is  an  Important  reason  for  prnmotir>ff, 
our  own  cotton  manufactures,  arising  o>d  of 
th(?  present  circumstances  of  the  J-Iasl  Im.iies. 
V>'i:  recei'.e  from  thence  great  quantities  of 
cotton  goods,  which  are  not  (as-  the  itianufac- 
tures  of  Great  Britain)  made  out  of  our  own 
cotton.  The  use  of  those  F^ast  India  cf)tt0ii 
goods  Is  doubly  injurious:  first,  because  we 
do  not  manufacture  them  ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause we  do  not  produce  the  cotton  of  which 
they  are  made.  Though  those  pons  of  Iiidla 
belong  to  Great  Britain,  the  parliament  has 
absolutely  prohibited  the  conmmptlon  of  Itelr 
cotton  manut"actures  In  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Those  goods,  of  course,  come  to  us  in  much 
greater  cpiantitie?  to  rival  the  foreign  and  do- 
mestic manufacturers  of  our  cotton.  If  we' 
were  to  refuse  or  burden  the  importation,  tne 
British  liast  Indian  would  extend  the  cultiva- 
tioa  of  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  ging.-r,  spices, 
pimento,  arnatto,  and  other  things  adapted  to 
their  climate,  which  v.-c  consume  an;:  do  not 
oursehes  ))roduce. — They  would  maiiufacture 
more  silks,  nv;re  saltpetre,  and  othi-r  fabrics, 
which  we  niiglii  requiie  ;\pd  admit,  because, 
they  do  not  injure  our  ag'ijaiture,  nor  inter- 
fere with  our  cautious,  but  steady  and  imceas- 
ing  endeavours  to  establish  the  American  ma- 
nufacture of  cotton  goods. 

It  is  obvious  to  every  man  of  correct  In- 
formation relative  to  the  four  original  eastern 
states,  that  they  are  in  a  verv  serious  situatloii 
as  to  wood  and  fuel.  Their  buildings  are  very 
generally  of  wood,  and  require  lar.';e  quantities 
of  boards,  scantlii.g,  and  logs  to  keep  theru  In 
re])a!r. — I\Iuch  wood  is  also  wanted  for  new 
buildings,  old  and  new  fences,  ships  and  boats, 
casks  for  their  fisli,  pot  ash,  spirits,  beef,  pork, 
molasses,  i'cc.  and  for  the  household  fuel  and 
workman  s-hicl.  Their  population  is  great  and 
increasing.  They  have  nr^  mmes  of  coal. 
The  coal  mines  of  he  east  are  all  in  tiie  hands: 
of  the  Brit  ish  colonists.  Oa  thi^se  facts  an  im- 
porlaut  suggestion  is  rcspectiiilly  submitted  to 
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the  consideration  of  the  people  of  the  states 
east  of  the  ship  channel  of  the  Hudson ;  that 
in  every  system  of  measures  to  promote  the 
domestic  or  internal  industiy  of  those  states, 
endeavours  should  be  made  to  avoid  new  calls 
for  wood  and  fuel  of  every  kind.  This  sugges- 
tion is  of  a  deeper  intrinsic  importance  than 
may  appear,  at  first  view,  to  those  to  whom  it 
is  new.  We  will  ofFer,  as  two  examples,  the 
British  manufactures  of  iron,  and  the  British 
manufactures  of  cotton.  We  believe  that  the 
permanent  and  extensive  establishment  of  the 
British  manufactures  of  iron,  in  the  states  east 
of  the  parts  of  the  Hudson  navigable  by  ships, 
would  prove  very  difficult  from  the  total  want 
of  mines,  pit  or  fossil  coal,  from  the  scarcity 
of  wood  for  making  charcoal,  from  the  great 
scarcity  of  peat  and  turf  there,  and  from  the 
scarcity  of  wood  for  fuel  and  buildings.  But 
we  believe,  that  the  very  small  use  of  fuel  in 
the  cotton  manufacture  itself,  and  the  limited 
use  of  fuel  by  the  people  in  that  branch,  which, 
effected  by  machinery,  requires  little  fire  to 
warm  the  small  proportion  of  persons  em- 
ployed, are  circumstances  plainly  and  greatly 
in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  cotton  branch 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
certain,  that  wood  is  become  extremely  scarce 
in  all  the  old  counties  east  of  Hudson's  river, 
and  that  not  one  productive  coal-mine  has  been 
discovered  between  the  Delaware  river  and  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  United  States.  The 
wood  and  timber  of  Maine  are  consuming  with 
great  rapidity,  and  since  freights  are  reduced 
by  peace,  will  go  forth  in  immense  quanti- 
ties. It  is  so  distant  from  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence,  and  Massachusetts  pro- 
per, that  it  will  become  a  dear,  as  well  as  a 
mere  temporary  source  of  supply  to  them  for 
timber  and  fuel,  if  manufactures  by  fire  em- 
ploying numerous  persons,  who  must  be  kept 
warm  in  a  moist  and  cold  climate,  are  to  be 
extensively  and  permanently  pursued.  The 
true  manufacturing  policy  of  our  eastern  states 
is  to  carry  to  the  utmost  all  household  manu- 
factures, and  establish  factories  by  labour,  sav- 
ing machinery  at  the  heads  of  their  ship  or 
boat  navigation,  where  they  can  derive  the 
highest  possible  degree  of  benefit  of  their  own 
wood  and  fuel,  and  of  wood  and  fuel  imported 
coastv.'ise  or  from  foreign  ports.  Cotton  it 
will  be  found,  therefore,  is  the  properest  raw 
material  for  them  to  employ.  The  same  re- 
marks apply  to  New  Jersey  and  Delav,?are  in 
full  force. 

If  the  north-eastern  moiety  of  the  United 
States  shall  forthwith  establish  extensive  and 
profitable  manufactures  employing  cotton, 
which  can  be  raised  in  immense  quantities  in 
the  southern  states,  it  will  bind  the  members 
of  our  union  more  and  more  together.  To  de- 
fend, promote,  and  preserve  our  union,  is  the 
fondest  object  of  every  sound  mind,  of  every 
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faithful  heart,  native  or  foreign,  which  partakes 
in  the  numerous  blessings  of  our  country. 

It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  tiiat  tiie  use  of  cotton 
cloth  for  the  under  garments  of  man,  next  to 
the  skin,  contributes  greatly  to  health  in  damp, 
chilly,  and  cold  climates.  In  this  view  shirt- 
ing, sheeting,  and  hosiery  of  cotton  would 
prove  far  more  salubrious  than  of  flax,  in 
certain  seasons,  in  every  quarter  of  America, 
and  particularly  in  the  parts  east  of  the  Hud« 
son. 

Every  extensive  manufactory  that  depends 
on  a  foreign  raw  material,  is  extremely  preca- 
rious, because  foreign  laws,  treaties,  and  wars 
may  diminish  or  prevent  the  importation.  But 
as  cotton  is  raised  by  ourselves,  and  will  ever 
be  redundant,  the  cotton  manufacture  will  rest 
upon  a  more  certain  foundation  than  a  manu- 
facture which  should  employ  any  other  raw 
material  whatever. 

The  variety  of  fabrics,  to  tfie  making  of 
which  cotton  can  be  applied,  is  a  very  im- 
portant consideration  in  favour  of  attempting 
the  cotton  manufacture,  in  preference  to  any- 
other.  The  stoutest  and  the  coarsest  blankets 
can  be  made  of  the  refuse  cotton,  and  cambric 
muslins,  of  the  most  exquisite  fineness,  carj 
also  be  made  of  cotton  ;  the  most  beautiful 
table-cloths  and  napkins,  and  coarse  carpets; 
the  stoutest  corduroys,  and  muslins  light  as 
air  ;  dimities,  Marseilles-quilting,  shirting, 
sheeting,  tickings,  pillow-cases,  jeanj,  jeanets, 
fustians,  denims,  cottonades,  fine-^d  coarse 
hosiery  for  every  age  and  sex,  pintaloons, 
vests,  mock  cassim.e:-s,  mock  serges,  mock 
coating,  mock  cloths,  neck  and  pocket  hand- 
kerchiefs, lining  and  pocketings,  dress  and 
undress,  and  chamber  gowno,  bed  and  window 
curtains, furniture  covers,  cravats,  sv/ansdowns, 
mole-skins,  plushes,  velvets,  and  in  short  va- 
rious goods  applicable,  as  usual,  to  every  pur- 
pose, or  as  substitutes  for  other  fabrics  here- 
tofore made  of  wool,  hemp,  flax,  silk,  and 
hair.  Such  is  the  unlimited  capacity  of  the 
native  North  American  raw  malerial,  whose 
future  manufacture,  under  the  protection  of 
our  government,  we  earnestly  and  respectfully 
recommend  to  the  immediate  consideration  of 
all  our  public  authorities. 

A  Friend  of  Agriculture- 


Table  of  the  Number  of  Bankruptcies,  from 
January  to  June  1803,  inclusi've. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

Total. 

58 

79 

61 

5^^ 

90 

73 

417 

*  Z  z  z 
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TaMe  of  iht  Prices  of  the  Three  per 

Ceni.^, 

Comoh,  from   January   to  fune 

180J, 

mcusife. 

Day.j 

Jarr.   j  Feb. 

Mar. 

April.  IMay. 

June. 

I 

— 

704 

7:^ 

^3 

— 

S9^ 

2 

— 

7iA 

63-^ 

63^ 

5'4 

3 

73^ 

7of 
74 

7'| 

— 

S-i 

59i 

4 

'33 

62 

63i 

— 

5 

73i 

7oi- 

7'^ 

(•14:    t 

73 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6zi 

62i- 

595 

7 

72 1 

70^ 

71V 

^^1 

f>5i 

59t 

8 

73i 

7oi 

70 

— 

— 

S9t 

9 

— 

7c^ 

64^ 

62i 

6  si 

5«f 
59i 

lo 

7^i 

7^-i 

^4 

<>3i 

ii 

74 

^-,1 

/•-s 

— 

63^ 

^9f 

12 

73 

70f 

62 

— 

H^ 

M 

74 

— 

f-s 

6^4 

6oi 

«4 

1-\ 

7oi 

^■3t 

6^iV 

65i 

^H 

15 

72i 

71^ 

62^ 

f'4i- 

— 

S7f 

e6 

7£t 

64 

Hi 

601 

^''^ 

17 

7'^ 

?I^ 

661 

S9i 

5«^ 

t8 

7'l 

6-;^ 

64I 

59i 

S7i 

19 

<>4| 

66 

60 

:o 

/-T 

— 

66A 

59i 

S7^ 

ir 

70^ 

7'^ 

<'^l 

67:f 

59i 

57f 

22 

70^ 

7>i 

64-^ 

66i 

— 

?^l 

^5 

7«^ 

Hi 

64* 

sH 

24 

7o| 
7o| 

'1 
7i| 

Hh 

— 

57i 

M 

*>li 

6^ 

57i 

^7^ 

:6 

70| 
7o| 
7o| 

71 

(^H- 

6;^ 

5«i 

27 

— 

— 

66 

S7* 

•J?! 

28 

71^ 

S-^ 

6^f 

5'9f 

57^ 

29 

7i 

64 

64I 

— 

30 

— 

<^3f 

6ii 

— 

571 

31 

— 

"^■t^ 

— 

Table  of  the  Prices  of  iht-  French  Fi-ve  per  Cetit 
Conjolides,  from  January  to  June  1803,  in 
cluiivc 

Day 


Jan. 


56  65 
56  50 

56  20 
56    10 

56 


56  30 

56  20 

56  40 

56  40 

56  "5 

56  90 

57 
57 

57 
5^^    95 

57  15 

57  30 
57  i" 
57  25 

57  70 

57  75 


Feb.     March.  I  April.      May.      June. 


58  90 

58  60 
58  85 
58  80 

58  80 

5^  95 

59  Oj 

59  70 
59  90 


60  60 
61 

62  65 
63 


64 


6j  80 

64  60 

65  20 

66  60 
64  75 


61  25 
61  60 


58  50 
59 

59 

59 
57 

55  9° 
55  60 
S5 
54  So 

54  30 
53  60 

5-  75 
52  25 


51  25 
fi  ^5 

5-  30 
54 

5^  ^5 
55  70 
55  10 
54  90 

54  65 
54  60 

54  40 
54 

54  20 
53  80 

52  85 

53  60 
53  70 
53  60 

53  40 
54 

54  10 

54  10 
53  80 
53  85 
53  5'^ 
53  40 


53  io 
53  25 

53  i^ 

54  -5 
54  75 

54  35 
53  40 
53  20 
52  30 

51  30 

52  65 

52  60 
52  20 
51  8g 


50  10 


48  25 

48  25 

48J5 

49  i5 
48  2.5 
48  10 
48  50 
49 


49  50 
49  35 
49  10 
48  80 
48  90 

48  90 


48  90 

49  90 
—   49  50 


47  So 

48  50 

47  «o 


49  80 

49  80 
49  85 

49  5^^ 

50  35 


Table  tf  the  Nzmther  of  Christeriingi 

and  Burials  -zvithin  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  from  January  to 

June  180J,,  ificlusii'e. 

E[KK:h;, 

Christened.  1 

1] 

Buried. 

1 

2 

5 

10 

20 

33 

40  1   50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

Total  buried. 

Males. 

males.       2. 

to 

Co 

to 

10 

to 

to     !      to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

5- 

10. 

20. 

3"- 

40. 

CO.  1   oc. 

1 

70. 

80. 

90. 

100. 

Males. 

Females 

[nu. 

779 

694     411 

190 

80 

40 

91 

137 

164!    l;i 

124 

67 

37 

7 

760 

740 

Feb. 

794 

678     447 

187 

81 

4^ 

100 

172 

2l6i    ]8s 

14s 

89 

40 

6 

835 

884 

March 

1031 

9<^3      575 

228 

95 

«5 

i03 

296 

335'    322 

274 

182 

82 

1 1 

1356 

1332 

Apiil 

c^76 

1097      315 

166 

59 

4- 

100 

149 

2241  IS9 

1^2 

114 

43 

6 

817 

8s3 

May      1      759 

728     335 

13' 

5^ 

27 

104 

143 

15^ 

134 

11; 

77 

3(> 

3 

r.^i 

653 

June 

1049 

902      385 

'51 

53 

44 

III 

iSi 

2C0 

175 

110 
92^! 

83 

49 

5 

i    800 

756 

38.^ 
rist.   to 

,    .;o62  '12168 

Iro., 

420 

2SC 

71S 

1078 

I289'il^7 

6l2 

:S: 

1  5219 

S2.8 

Tot.  c!i 

,400 

Total  bii 

ried    10 

.457 

Table  of  the  Prices  of  the  partem' 

Loaf,  from  January  to  June 

iSo,-^,  inclusive. 

|.n. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June.  1 

,iS 

i 

>. 

v. 

D 

s 

'^ 

0 

i 

D 

a; 

re 

G 

i 

1 

*il! 

&, 

d. 

d. 

d. 

d 

d 

d. 

4 

9i 

I 

,  1 

I 

9 

=; 

9^ 

3 

9 

7 

9i 

II 

94 

8 

9!- 

8 

94 

'' 

9i 

10 

9 

•4 

9s 

18 

9.1 

t5 

94 

I :; 

9^ 

£9 

9 

17 

9 

21 

9-] 

2;.^ 

9H 

''■ 

V 

2  7. 

9rt 

16 

9 

24 

":^ 

"" 

9J 

*v- 

— ^ 

29 

25. 

3  ^ 

^■1 

Taile  of  the  Prices  of  Meat  and  Sn^ar,  from  January  to. 
June  1803,  inclusii'e. 

Beet 

Mutto:: 

Pork 

Sujar 

Jan. 

I.     d. 

4  9 

5  ^ 
5     r 

77""^ 

Feb.    iMatch. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

per  stone  of  81b. 
to  sink  the  of- 
fal. 

s.      li  1    !.      d. 

5     t^   i  4     9 
5   10       56 
5446 

r.     d. 
5     I 

5     6 
4  10 

s.     d.     s.     d 

5657 
5   10       T   10 

5    4     ■;    3 

40       C^   7Q       7 1 

41     74  ^v6     7  I4?     5* 

per  cwt.j 
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rica, his  reply  to  lomc  gentlemen  who  congratulated 
him  on  the  anniverfary  of  his  birthday,  2044 

Addington,  Mr.  his  modeA  affurance,  Detedlor's  letter 
on,  44 

•— ,  Mr.  the  fubftance  of  his  fpecch  in  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  noticed,  48 

,  Mr.  expofure  of  the  fallacy  of  his  financial 

ftatements,  §2 

— ,  Mr.  fallacy  of  his  financial  ftatements  ex- 

pofed,  406,  441 

— ,  Mr.  his  miniftry  compared  by  Lord  Tcin- 

pie  to  blunt  conductors,  415 

,  Mr.  Mr.  Cobbett's  firft  letter  to  him  on  the 


deceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements,   513 
,  Mr.  Mr.  Cobbett's  fecond  letter  to  him  on 


the  deceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements,  545 
,  Mr.  Mr.  Cobbett's  third   letter  to  him  on 


the  deceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements 
containing  a  comparil'on  between  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  war  and  peace,   577 

< ,  Dr.  his  conduifl  defended  by  precedent,  595 

r — ,  Dr.  his  e-xcufe,  595 

-,  Dr.  srigin  of  the  prevailing  influenza,  called 

"  La  grippe,"  traced  by  him,   596 

— ,  Mr.  Mr.  Cobbett's  fourth  letter  to  him  on 

the  deceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements, 
containing  an  examination  of  the  account  of  the  con- 
folidated  fund,  609 

«— ,  Dr.  his  mode  of  practice  proved  to  be  nei- 
ther new  nor  fuccefsful,  618 

— ,  Mr.  expofure  of  the  difgufting  mixture  of 

cunning  and  of  tolly  which  has  marked  his  conduct 
with  refpeift  to  the  tonnage  duty,  6  jo 

»— ,  Mr.  his  promifc  of  getting  fifty  fail  of  the 

line  ready  in  a  month  .;  its  falfehood  expofed,  475, 
537 — Obfervations  on,  694 

,  Dr.  verfus  Cocker,   879 

,   Mr.  Mr.  Cobbett's   letter  to  him,  contain- 
ing ftri(flures  on  the  budget  for  1803,  916 

• ,  John  Hiley,  obfervations   on   the   tranfmi- 

grations  and  re-tranfmigrations  of  that  keen  flatcf- 
man,  31 

— — ,    John    Hiley,  account  of    the    celebration 

of  his  birthday,  and  alfo  of  the  J  ft  of  April,  at 
Apothecaries' Hall,   521,  554 

•■■ ,  family  of,  Marcus's  hint  to,   109 

Addingtonian  navy,  epigram  on,   555 

Addrefs,  Mr.  Cobbett's,  to  the  public,   r 

■ ,  Buonaparte's,  to   the  Helvetic   deputies,  14 — 

Obfervations  on,   30 

to  foreigners,  Mr.  Cobbett's,  on  the  Mercure 

Anglois  de  Cobbett,   161 

of  all  the  refpcftable  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar 

to  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Kent,   186 

of  the  city  of  London  to  his  Majefty  on  the 

Renewal  of  the  war,  S67 — Remarks  on,  895 


Admiralty,  obfervations  on  the  prcftnt  fyftcm  of  thf,  60 

,  VV.  B.'s  letter  on  the  condu(ft  of  the,   ijo 

,  condu(fl  of,  ohlcrvations  on,   158 

,  on  the  prefent  Boaid  of,    553 

Board,  Obfcrvev's  letter   on  the  conduifl  of 

the,  359 
,  ftriiflurcs  on   the  condufl   of  the  prefect, 

392,  647 
,  expofure  of  the  condud  of  the  prefent  Board 

of,  47S,  694 
,  prefent  Board  of,  L.  M.'s  letter  to  the  editor 

on  the  nieafuresof,  710 
,  Board  of,  Veritas's  letter  to  the  editor,  con- 
taining ftriCtures  on  the  conduft  of,  837 
"  A  FrKnd  to  my  Country,"  his  letter  to  the  editor  on 

the  prefent  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  liie  probability  o£ 

an  invafion,  897 
Agreement  between  the  Seneca  Indians,  and  a  romprsny 

of  Dutch  merchants,  for  the  fale  of  lands  in  Ontario 

county,  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  2041 
Akenfide,  Dr.  admiiable  quotation  from  him,   dcfcrip- 

tion  of  the  prefent  niiniftry,  415 
America,  nie-Jage  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States 

of,  to  Congrcfs,  136 
,  United  States  of,  Mr.  Cobbett's  letter  to  the 

people  of,  on  the  fatal  confcquences  uf  the  cefuon  of 

Louifiana,   170 

report  of  the  committee  oi 


commerce  and   manufaffurcs  on   the  rneff.ige  of  the 
Prefident  of,  relative   to  difcrirainating  and  counter- 
vailing duties,  379 
,  ftatement  of  the  exports  of| 

from  1798  to  1799,  384 

,  ftatement   of   the   exports 

from,  to  the  European  ftates  of  Great   Britain   and 
France,  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1802,  3S4 

,  proceedings  of  the  govern- 


ment of,  relative  to  the  right  of  depofit  at  New  Or- 
leans, 468 
,  views  of  the  French  with 


regard  to,  570 
I ,  letter  from  the  Spanifh  mi- 

nifter  in,  relative  to  the  Ihutting  of  the  port  of  New 

Orleans,  624 — Obfervations  on,  62 S 
— ,  papers  relative  to  the  affairs 

of,   1986 
. ,  lift  of  aifts   pafTcd    during 

the  fecond  feffion  of  the  fcventh  Congrefs  of,  2006 

-,  report  laid  before  the  Houfe 


of  Reprefentatives   concerning  the   revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of,  2006 

ftatement  of  the  lands  fold 


in   the  diftiids  of   Cincinnati,    Steubenville,  Chili- 
cothe,  and  Marietta,  2013 

•,  ftatement  of  the  revenue 


of,   accrued  on   account  of   duties   on    importations 
from  1800  to  1802,  2014 

ftatement,  giving  an   ac- 


count of  the  proceedings  of  the  commiffioncrs  ©f  the 
finking  fund  of,  2015 

report    laid    It  fore    the 


Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  rcfpc£ting  the  fiiheries  of, 
2021 

■    ,    report    laid    before    the 
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Hoiife  of  Reprcfcntatives,  rcfpe£ting  the  tonnage  of, 

■2.011 

America,  on  the  cultivation  and  njanufafture  of  cotton 

in,   2059 
American  veffels,  notice  to  the  mafters  of,   117 

government,  difpofition  of,   191 

claims,  notice    ilTued   by  the  commilTioners 

for,  719 

States,  permanent  inrercfts  of  the,  demand 

3  participation  in  the  prcfent  war  againft  France,  882 
Congrcfs,  Mr.  Stanley's  review  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of,  with  refpedl  to  the  ceilion  of  Louifiana, 
&c.   1986 
papers,  extraifls  from,  relative  to  the  navi- 
gation  and   commerce  of  the   countries  bordering  on 
the  MilTiffifpi,  and  alfo  relative  to   the  exports  from 
Canada,  204"^ 
— ■ — difcriminating  and  Britilh  countervailing  du- 
ties, examination  ot  the  operation  of,  2047 
Amiens,  treaty  of,  not  binding  on  the  countr)-,  464 
Anacreontic,  fung  at  the  celebration  of  Mr.  Hiley  Ad- 

dingfo'i's  birthday  at  Anothec  .ries'  Hall,  522 
Arderfon's   Journal  of   the   Expedition  to  Egypt  no- 
ticed, 400 
Annual  Regifter,  Cobbett's,  for  the  year  1802,  contents 

of,   257 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  celebration  of  the  ift  of  April  and 

Mr.  Hiley  Adding:on's  birthday  at,   521 
April,    ift  of.     See  Mr.   fohn  Hiley  Addington,    ;;2i 
Argus,  the  Englifh,  pubiilhcd   at   Paris,  extraft  from, 
actufing  Mr.  Windham  of  encouraging  the  affaffma- 
tion  of  Buonaparte,    182 — Striftures  on,  191 
A.  R.'s  letter  on  the  navy  and  the  niutniy,  67 
— — —  fecond  letter  on  the  prefent  fiaie  of  the  navy,  353 
Army,  Britilh,  diftribution   of,    18,    142,    310,  511, 

722,   864 
— — — ^  eftimares,  debates  on,   1785 
of  referve,  tlie  King's  meflage  to  Parliament  re- 
lative to,  975 — Debates  on,  1808,  18  17 
Arreft  of  the  En';lilh  in  Fiance,   rctie(flions  on,  826 
Arrete  of  the  Firft   Conful  of  France,  prohibiting  the 

importation  of  Britilh  nierchanJife,  970 
Artills  are   of  no  country,  expofure    of  the  folly  and 
bafenefs  of  this  expreffion.     See  Mr.  Ker  Porter,  641 
Auckland,  Lord,  expofure  of  the  fallaty  of  his  finan- 
cial difplav,  406 

^— ,  Lord,  the  fteady  fupportcr  of  all  admini- 

ftrations,   paft,   prefent,   and  to  come,   685 

,  Lord,  Mr.  Cobbett's  letter  to  him  on  the 

dangerous  tendency  of  his  exaggerated  financial  ftate- 
ments,  685 
-..  — ,  Lord,  Mr.  Cobbett's  letter  to,  comparing 

his  Lordfhip's  fupport  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  with 
his  former  opinions  and  profciTions,   737 
Auftria,   convention  between  France,   RnfTia,  and,   134 
Authentic  papers  relative  to  tiie  rights  and  claims  of  the 
people  of  Malta,  673 — Obfetvationson,  682,  890 

B. 

Ball,  Sir  A.  his  anfwcr  to  the  commander  of  Malta,  556 
— Obfervations  on,  564,  620 

Bank  reflriflion  bill,  parliamentary  debates  on,  1233, 
1247,  1256,  1283,  1552,  1572 

Eankrupis,  17,  52,  82,  120,  142,249,310,342,404, 
1533,  564,  600,  626,  2067 

Banks,  Sir  Jofeph,  rcfledlions  on  his  letter  to  the  Na- 
tional Infliiute,  269 

Batavian  government,  proclamation  of,  relative  to  trade 
and  navigaiion,  4.26 

• —   republic,    convention    between   Pruflia   and 

the,  4S 


Batavian   republic,  order  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  in 
Council  for  making  reprifals  on  the,  969 

refcriptions  payable  after  the  peace,  decree  of 

the  Batavian  Legiflature  relative  to  the  mode  of  re- 
payment of,  503 
Bath,  Knights  of,  ceremony  of  the  inftallation  of,  862 
Bentham,  General,  Viator's  expefure  of  the  uftlcffuefs 

of  his  projects,    707 
Bill  relative  to  the  non-refidence  of  the  clergy,  651 
Births,   19,  142,  250,  310,  342,  564,  627 
Blocks,  epigrams  on  the  proje£l  of  employing  them  for 
the  purpofe  of  guarding  the  mouth  of  the  Thames, 

555'  594 

-,  an  ode,  594 

Blunt  conduftors.     6't-<?  Mr.  Addington,  415 

Board  of  Admiralty,  Obfervcr's  letter  on  the  conduiS  of 

the,  359 
Bob  and  the  Doflor,  a  new  fong  to  an  old  tune,  398 
Books,  new,  notices  of,  48,  268,400 
Britilh  army,  diltribution  of,   18,  142,  310,  511,  722, 

864 

creditors  in  the  French  funds,  account  of  the  ge- 


neral meeting  of,   119 

merchandife,  arrete  of  the  Firft  Conful  of  Fiance, 


prohibiting  the  importation  of,  970 

navy,  diftribution  of,   19,  143,  310,  512,  722, 

864, 978 

■,  obfervations  on  the  prefent  ftate  of,  58 


Brune,  General,  ceremonies  which  took  place  at  Con- 
ftantinople  on  his  prefenration  to  the  Grand  Viiir  and 
to  Sultan  Selim  IlL   596 

Budget  for  1803,  Mr.  Addington's  fpeech  on  bringing  it 
forward,   906 — Obfers'ations  on,   948 

■ ,  debates  on  the  report  of,   1800 

,  India,  debate  on,    1398,  1456 

Buonaparte's  addrefs  to  the  Helvetic  deputies,  14 — Obfer- 
vations on,   30 

— —  gala  drefs,  accurate  eftimate  of   the  value 

of,  270 

note  on  the  projecft  of  eredfing  a  ftatiie  te 


the  memory  of  Joan  ot  Arc,  272 

opinion  on  the  finances  of  England,  480 

nielTage  to  the  Legiflative  Body,  relative  to 


the  war  with  England,   847 
-  —  circular    letter   to    the    cardinals,    archbi- 

fhops,  and  bifhops  of  France,  commanding  them  to 
offer  up  prayers  for  the  fucccfs  of  the  war,  902 
■'s  letter  to  the  K  ing  of  England,   1151 


Burke,   Mr.  fragment  of  a  letter  fro»Q  him  to  Dr.  Law- 
rence, 966 


Campcnchy,  Kay  of,  reprefentation  from  the  Board  of 

Trade  to  Geo.  \.  aflerting  and  proving  the  right  to  cut 

logwood   in,   209 
Canada,  exports  from,  extracts  from  American  papers 

relative  to,  2046 
Candidus,  Mr.   J.   Tietenfer's  parting  word  to,  with  a 

little  truth  for  Verax,  on  the  fubjidl  of  the  Reading 

b.\ll,  232 

,  his  letter  to  the  editor  in  defence  of  Lord 


Hawkcfbury's  conduct  relative  to  the  MalteCe  papers, 
742 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  reflexions  on  the  nccelTity  of  re- 
taining it,  434 

,  debate  on,    1535 


Carlille,  Earl  of,  his  dcfcription  of  the  prefent  Mini- 

ftry,  415 
Cavan,  Earl  of,  general  ordeis  ifTued  by,  on  his  dcpai* 

turc  from  Egypt,   i  7 
Cenfure  ef  Minjftcrs,  debates  on,  173O1  I749 
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Cwernonial  of  the  knighthood  and  invcftiture  of  Major«- 
gciifi-al  Ciadock,   285 

. ^-— of  General 

Sir  D.  Duiidas,  716 

Chambers  ot  comincrce,  decree  of  the  French  Confuls 
relative  to  the  eftablilhmcnt  of,   15 

— ,  Philadelphia  nnd  New  York, 

^  iheir  memorials  to  CoogreCs  on  the  repeal  of  the  dif- 
criniiuating  duties,  2055 

Change  of  Minillrv,  obtervaiions  on  the  rumours  rela- 
tive to,  540,  574,  601,  638,  6g8,  829 

Chapial,  Mintlicr  of  the  Interior  of  France,  his  circular 
letter  relative  to  the  furni(hing  of  flat  boats  for  the 
invafion  of  England,  970 — Ohfcrvations  on,  990 

Circular  letter,  addrefled  to  the  Loid  Lieutenants  of  the 
counties  in  Great  Britain,  for  calling  out  and  embo- 
dying the  militia,  503 

,  addreffed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

the   Lord   Lieutenants   of  the  mariiime  counties  in 
Gieat  Britain,  relative  to  aliens,    i;o3 

— — to  the   commanding  officers  of  the   re- 

fpe£tive  corps  of  Irilh  yeomanry,  5^14 

" fom  the  Firft   Conful  to  the  cardinals, 

archbilhops,  and  bilhops  of  France,  901 

from  Chaptal,  Miniftcr  of  the  Interior  of 

France,   relative   to  the  furnifhing  of  flat  boats  for 
the  invafion  of  England,  970 — Obfervations  en,  990 

Clergy,  non-refidence  of,  bill  relative  to,  651 

,  non-refidence  bill,  debates  on,  1485,  1497,  15" 

Cobbct,  Mr.  his  addrefs  to  the  public,    [ 

— ■ ,  Wis  letter  to  Mr.  Wilbet force  on  his  con- 

dii(£l  with  refpeft  to  parliamenfary  reform,  33 

■— — ,  lis  letter  to  Mr.  Wilberfo'ce  on  his  con- 
duit with  refpcft  to  the  compulfory  adoption  of  vac- 
cine inoculation,  and  the  profccvuion  of  Mr.  Reeves,  07 

— — ,  his  addrefs  to  foreigners  on   the  Mercure 

Anglois  de  Cobbetr,   161 

■ . ,  his   ftriftures    on    the    narrative  of   the 

movements  of  the  4id  Royal  Highland  regiment,  re- 
lative to  the  capture  of  the  Invincible  ftandard,  t66 
,  his  letter   to  the   people  of   the  United 


States  of  America,  on  the  fatal  confequences  of  the 
<ifEon  of  Lo'jifiana,   170 

— ,  his  letter  to  Lord   Hawkefbury,  on  the 

ultimate  confequences  of  the  ceflion  of  Louifiana  to 
France,  with  refpedt  to  its  etFefts  on  the  Americans, 
226 

Cobbett's  Annual  Regifter  for  the  year  1802,  contents 
of,  257 

Cobbett,  Mr.  his  addrefs  to  the  public  on  the  completion 
of  the  fecond  volume  of  his  Annual  Regifter  for 
i8o2,  237 

,  his  firft  letter  to  Mr.  Mackintolh,  con- 
taining an  examination  of  his  defence  of  Mr.  Peltier, 
189 

*— ,  his  letter  to  Lord  Hawkefbury,  on  the 

conduft  which  will  hereafter  be  ptirfued  by  the  French 
with  regard  to  the  ceflion  of  Louifiana,  and  its  ulti- 
mate confequences  wt;h  refpeft  to  the  commerce,  na- 
vigation,  power,  and  independence  of  England,  297 

-^ ,  his  fecond  letter  to  Mr.  Mnckintoih,  con- 
taining an  examination  of  his  defence  of  Mr,  Peltier, 
321  ■ 

,  his   letter  to  Lord  Hawkcftjury,  on  the 

•fituation  to  which  the  country  has  been  reduced  by  the 
peace,  and  the  nccelTity  of  a  new  war  againft  France, 
in  order  to  recover  its  loft  reputation,   343 

_ ,  his  letter  to   Mr.  Slieriiian   on   his  grofs 

mifreprefentation  of  the  ex  predion  s  of  Mr.  V\'indham, 
in  his  Ipcech  on  the  KjBg's  mcllagc  relative  Co  prepa- 
rations for  war,  385 


Cobbett,  Mr.  his  firft  letter  to  Mr.  Addington  on  the  de- 
ceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements,    513 

,  his  fcccnid  letter  to  Mr.  Addington  on  the 

deceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements,  545 

his  third  letter  to   Mr.  Addington  on  the 


deceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements,  con- 
taining a  comparifon  between  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  war  and  peace,   577 

,  his  fourth  letter  to  Mr.  Addington  on  the 

deceptious  tendency  of  his  financial  ftatements,  con- 
taining an  examination  of  the  account  of  the  Confo- 
lidated  Fund,  609 

,  his  letter  to  Lord  Auckland  on  the  dan- 


gerous tendency  of  his  exaggerated  financial  ftatements^ 
685 

,  his  letter  to  Lord  Auckland,  comparing 

his  Lordfhip's  fupport  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  with 
his  former  opinions  and  profcffions,  737 

-,  his   letter  to   Lord  Hawkelbury  on  the 


fatal  confequences  of  the  peace,  and  the  prominent 
features  of  the  mifcondu£t  of  Miniflers  fince  the  cons. 
clufion  thereof,   732 

,  his  letter  to  Lord  Hawkefbury  on  the  pro- 
minent features  of  the  mifcondudt  of  Minifters  fincc 
the  conclufion  of  peace,  with  regard  to  the  prefs,  the 
French  emigrants  and  Veiidcaii  royalifts,  Switzerland, 
the  French  troops  in  Holland,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  other  Dutch  colonies,  Malta,  Egypt,  and. 
Louifiana,  801 

,  his  letter  to  Mr.  Addington,  containing 

ftri£lures  on  the  budget  for  1803,  916 

.,  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  con- 


taining ftri(5fures  on  the  army  of  refcrve  bill. 

Commerce,  Chambers  of,  decree  of  the  French  Confuls 
relative  to  the  eftablifhment  of,  i  5 

Commercial  agents,  French,  papers  relative  to,  as  laid  be- 
fore Parliament,  1 142 

Communication,  official,  to  Parliament,  from  his  R.  H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  relative  to  his  claims  on  the 
dutchy  of  Cornwall,  341 

Conde,  Prince  of,  his  teftimony  to  the  t.alents  and  prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Peltier,  294 

Congreft,  meffage  of  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to,  136 

Conftance,  remonrtrance  of  the  civil  and  military  autho- 
rities of,  againft  an  article  publilhcd  in  the  Moniteur, 
relative  to  the  Englifh  agent,  Mr.  Moore,   141 

Conftantinople,  account  of  the  ceremonies  which  took. 
place  at,  on  the  prefentation  of  the  French  Ambafta- 
dor  to  the  Grand  Vizir,  and  to  Sultan  Sclim  HI.  596 

Confultation,  the  grand,  anew  fong,  616 

Continental  connexions,  Lord  Pclham's  fpccch  on,  ob- 
fervations of  tne  Moniteuron,  6 — Striflures  on,  20 

Conventien  between  Pruflia  and  the  Batavian  republic,  48 
Auftria,  Ruffia,  and  France,   134 


. figned  between  the  civil  and  military  depu- 
ties of  the  regency  of  Hanover,  and  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  French  army,  900 
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JI84                                       Camaiana,   483  E                                763,  I127,  :sJiS>  I'^j's 

B                          Ca.-npeachy,  209  Fdinburgh,  17                              1675,1733,174:,  1747, 

Babelmandel,  483  Canada,    752,   805,   rj.o6,  Fgypt,    17,    77,    9s,li4,       1766,  177  ■,  i  7S1 ,  i  784, 

fiadajez,  1 1S5                                 1760,2039,2046  -187,225,246,337,806,       I /S  c,  1S68,  1  905,  19O6, 

Sasle,   i2j    cl,    179,    239,  Candia,  42 1,  644  ]c22,  1O31,  io;4,  1^*38,       1911,1915 

425,531,624                     Cape  Breton,  752  1049,  105  2,  ro<  6,  u6o,  Goit-f ,  :,2j,5  56 

Easse-'i'crre,  179                     Cape  Fian^ois,  253,  622  1647,  165  1,  1  66d,  167^,  Grenadj,   14^2,1513 

Eatavia,  43,  426                      Casiiile,  11)29  i  676,  1  686,  1697,  1698,  Giiadalonpt,   1I2 

Berbice,  1207                           Caveniu-,  1  13,  1760  1703,1031                            Guirnt^r'_\,  557 
Berlin,   12,42c,  .558,   5;  J,  Ceylon,  926,  119:,  191 1       Elba,     308,      756,      1059,  Guzciai ,  41^3 

902                                          Chatham,  712  1923                                                                H 

Berne,  It,  14,  50,  78,  115,  Cochin,  434  Euiaiko,  4S3                             Hague,    12,    30,    77,115, 

I79> -39>   27.!,  TjS)  530  Co:npiegr/e,  309  ]'.->s.quibo,  i.|C,  1206                    JI6,      136,     179,      27:, 

$e5sar;:bia,  4U                      ConUa;..-,  i  js  Firiiiia,  27  i  ,  t.jSi                    338,    425,     ^^r^    53:^ 
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rA,     fsr^n  M  Nimec^i-;en,7ic;  Russia,  50,  70,    125,    134 

^'^6-"'  o"    068  Maidstone,  ,93  Newfo.nclla.u.,  i^o^,.%Gz       joS-^.S^,  4^1  434,473 

61    ,9-.,  006  ,0     7c.    I-S    l?,S,  Noiwav,  719  •    643,  67g,  681,  S21,  8;; 

Hamburgh      .C.„  5.0,  Malta    ^-^^       ^-:'  ..„,.^^-.,,^  ^,  S44-  853,856.  884.  9^6 

coo,  lOOJ,  io6d,  loi,,        '9'i> -J  1' :i'4' JJ '>  J ;   '     T      •      1  .       ,^,-7         i^-o    t-itt    t-?/i    i-^-i 

•5      '  379,  400,413,433,464,  Notnnojian,     90',     H^?,        I  1 3^,  I?!  5j  ^ /34>  I  / /^ 

H.nover,    R,9,  S6-,   87-,       .52,  553o64^  619, 636        i  ^19,  i '4r,;  534  ^776  _■ 

,     88.,     899,    97,     9 '5,       ^^^^tp•^,;>^^^^if:'''°^^'^""o'  Salseua,4S3 

925,     947,     964,    977,        ^t:'^'s'St;;,^::;0:znW,  422  Sardinia,  9,304,436,887 

Sel^-V4^3^  0.3,  .0.4,  .o.6,:o.9,  On:..,  .o.  ^^,  , , 

'g:!::^;'.^^,^        :u:xS:;:s:Jo6::S:ie::;s:NV.,  ..6.  .36,wai^na,5.4 
^?r^^4^v^^:  i^^t:^^^:;^?^:;:^:  ^a;j^;s;t^:;s  ^.^^|i^. 
^r^ bm  ^^ ;°^:: "S ii&  ^'$^^^ "^^' -s:^^-^^^-;' 

T02£  1^37,  i6-'o,  16,;,=;,  1653,  Ormus,4Sb  ^'      -■"^^/ "■"?,' 5;; 

1  1,00,171,    i7;o    ,7.1^,       179,  2<ii,27i-"72,  ^o,,       i/O^,  I7^  N  1731 ,  ^ '  o 

TvT,    x8-^^-6  ;7V9     76:i^'5        33^,4-,  S^'- 598,6.9,      1736.  X73»,  i747,  ^75 

A-l      '1-      7i3,   U9-,  t8.'9,  i8io,iS^7,iS6o,  Parmn,   1131,  I73^  i9-^;       I.-\^.•  192-,  I94S>  I9; 

^6;-^"  .::-i,l37.    r?V6:i'^7S,       ^9^9,  Sumatra   4^6 

7crsey,7,75,^56,3i6,S4S,  .o3o.  1890,  1894,  1897,  P'-S^>  4'^3  .yr.a,  24O 

moc  1903,1912,1918,  1911,  P<^i-=!?,  4^3  .  V^ 

K  Marseilles,  3-'')  902,970,  ^  1  ..nne..ee,  _   9,  .96 

■  Kentucky,  T, 3,  227,  "240     M.mnko,  43?-  ^-,  6^^,  Piedmont,  308,  31^,  1659,  ^l^y-/^ 
Kismish;4^a  6.0.   xi93,Xt95,  119O,       173'^,  ^9^3  To;;ion '6^,-0^ 

T  16--  Pii-rre,  St.  9,  1062  100100,023,  /9- 

(^  1        - T    L'-'  P'f^cKnroli    Tr>A6  Trieste,  076 

L.tr-pedosn,       S50,       e-5"^,Mechun,599,  p;ice'"dr'i92t  TrinidaV,  926,  1206,  ic,r 

T0S2,    loSo,  1507,  191-0  Mnuz,  532  P  o  n,  J-  ^^      Tunis,  W117 

Lausanne,  10I5  Me.-uco,  .50  Fly.i^oJlh,  l  ^  l,   ^,  ;  j         Tnrl;ev     -01      A-       64 

Leghorn,  50,  715.  947  M.lan.    .3,    77,  ^79,^39,       394  678?'lS'8S^i  -A 

Levclen,6oo  Minorca,  1911  Ponocncrry,   1.6,  io,9,  I9.^. 

Lii'-er;ck,Sl  T-Jiquelon,  1S62  I  ontivy,  309  ,     ■,-  ,          .0, 

Lore:t4  114  ^92,469,536,  624,  8S.,  Povt.^al,  2S5,  4^5.  ^^4,  :^^;^;-:^ 

Loo;sia.a,M.77,r2.,:3^       .9S0,zo4o2O46  "  ^  ^^^  vl^l^l^^C  ^79,  ^39, 3 

!;:'  :f::;?:::3":^S  ^  oS::  S         ■?--  ^'  ^^3       ^^^  559, 599 

-9/, -,ij,  ••--,, ^j   'o    ,'  „T  r  Vnirnw)     -m  Viiiehour,    1863 

536,570,62.3,  7^4, ---".Moica,  467,  i^u.to>»a,  399  ^-^ 

II23,  Ii29.l6i6,i6r8,                       N                  ■  ^                       ,,  Vv'.Uachia,  421 

3631,  16,7,  19-6;  i9r,0,  ^an.e--,  j-s.  ,.0    ,'3    6'?  vV  ndsor,  706 

■>Q-,-i                                     Isaples,  7,  20c,  7T^,  902  239,  ^7^,  3j-^>  "-3               ,         •.     „,, 

Louisville,  2046                       Natchez,  243.  2040,  2046  K?.ici:.:.-,   ^3-,   ^      'r'-'^  ,                         z 

Lubeck,  10                              Ke^ropont,  421                   '  ^on.e,  304  337,  4-.,  9-- 

Lucie.  6,8                                Ncwca.tl.,723  Rosetu,2i7  Z  Ta  45. 

Lyons,  309  Ne^v  V.„k,  272, 379. -C46,  Rotteroa.^,  555,  600  l^lf^ 
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